
THE C O N G O  STORY:

U.S. Uses UN as Front for Power Grab
By Tom  K erry

The ve il o f hypocrisy, w ith  
w hich the champions of the “ Free 
W orld ”  seek to cover the ir scram­
ble fo r  the riches o f the Congo, 
is being tom  asunder as the im ­
peria lis t thieves engage in  m utual 
recrim ination.

Belgium  and Great B rita in , 
w ith  p rio r claims to the priv ilege 
o f exp lo iting  the Congolese w o rk ­
ers and p lundering the ir tortured 
country, are at odds w ith  B ig 
B ro ther in  Washington. Spokes­
men o f these ju n io r partners of 
Am erican Im peria lism  U n lim ited  
charge the United Nations is doing 
the d ir ty  w ork  fo r Uncle Sam who

is conspiring to muscle in  on the ir 
te rrito ry .

The Brussels correspondent of 
The Economist, Great B rita in ’s 
leading business organ, comments 
in  the Dec. 22 issue, on the re­
tu rn  to Belgium  of President Ken­
nedy’s special envoy, McGhee, the 
same day that Washington an­
nounced i t  was sending a m ilita ry  
mission to the Congo:

“ The Am erican action, M r. Mc­
Ghee appeared to say, was in  re ­
sponse to U  Thant’s appeal fo r 
more m ateria l support of the 
troops in the Congo. M. Spaak 
[Be lg ium  prem ier] was w e ll 
aware of American concern at M r.

Adoula’s [Congo p rem ier] in ­
creasingly precarious hold over his 
le ft-w in g  extremists, and of A m er­
ican fears that increasing com­
m unist influence m ight some day 
make the Congo another Cuba. 
None the less,”  he adds, “ the news 
of the proposed Am erican mission 
has been greeted w ith  some public 
m isgiving; i t  is helping to feed 
long-standing Belgian suspicions 
of Am erica ’s true intentions in 
the Congo.”

The correspondent continues: 
“ Business circles here suspect tha t 
one of the Americans’ unspoken 
aims is to  dislodge established 
Belgian firm s, even the m ighty

Union M inière, from  the poten­
t ia lly  rich  Congo, and to develop 
the country themselves as a quid 
pro quo fo r the money i t  has so 
fa r cost the Am erican taxpayer.

“ They acknowledge b itte r ly  that 
in  these days trade fo llow s aid, 
and that aid supplies to the Congo 
have come predom inantly from  the 
U nited States, w ith  the result 
tha t Belgian firm s  fin d  i t  in ­
creasingly hard to get im port l i ­
censes or any other encourage­
ment fo r th e ir non-do lla r goods. 
W hat is more, they say, since the 
U nited Nations depends fo r its 
funds more on Am erica than on 
any other contributor, UN policy

itse lf has been moulded along 
lines tha t suit Am erican interests.”  

Belgian “ business circles”  are 
apparently being taught the tru th  
of the old adage: “ Whose bread 
I eat, his song I  sing.”

An even more discordant note 
o f protest was sounded by the 
D aily  Telegraph, the Colonel 
B lim p  of the B ritish  press. Para­
phrasing the b ib lica l legend of 
Jacob and Esau, tha t paper 
opines: “ There are sin ister reports 
tha t the voice is the voice o f 
U Thant, b u t the hand is the hand 
o f President Kennedy.”

The D a ily  Telegraph then de- 
(Continued on Page 6)
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Threat of Scab Paper Fails 
To Shake Striking Printers

B y Jack K atz
NEW YO R K —  The great p r in t­

ers’ s tr ike  passed its  f i f t h  week 
w ith  the fo llow ing  im portan t de­
velopments:

1) The publishers threatened to 
resume publication w ithou t union 
printers.

2) A  mass demonstration by 
New Y o rk ’s labor movement in 
support o f the s tr ik ing  and locked- 
out p rin te rs  was scheduled fo r 
noon Tuesday, Jan. 15, in  fro n t of 
the New Y ork Times at 229 W. 
43rd St.

3) Secretary o f Labor W irtz , 
Governor Rockefeller and M ayor 
Wagner got together and set up 
a “ Board o f Public A ccountab ili­
ty ”  to hear both sides, commenc­
ing Jan. 7, and to  render a deci­
sion by Jan. 11. Named to the 
“ Public A ccoun tab ility  Board”  by 
its  creators were H aro ld  Medina, 
a re tired  federal judge; Joe 
O’Grady, a c rim ina l courts judge 
and fo rm er New Y o rk  C ity  Com­
missioner of Labor; and David W. 
Peck, a fo rm er New Y o rk  State 
Appellate D iv is ion  judge.

4) President B ertram  A. Powers 
of Typographical U nion No. 6, an­
nounced tha t the union w ould  not 
partic ipate in  the three-man 
board’s hearings on the dates pre­
scribed. Instead, Powers called a ' 
special meeting of the union fo r 
Sunday, Jan. 13 at 1 p.m. at M an­
hattan Center. There and then the 
membership w i l l  decide whether 
the union w il l  partic ipate in  the 
three-man board’s proceedings.

The publishers’ threat to p r in t 
scab newspapers im plies the use 
of p rin tin g  processes tha t would 
bypass the composing room and 
the lino type process. They ap­
parently  are considering the use of 
VariType, a process employing 
special typew rite rs and photo­
graphy, w hich was used in  the 
Chicago Tribune  s trike  o f 1948. 
That b itte r  struggle lasted 18 
months u n til the prin te rs ’ union 
emerged victorious.

President Powers answered the 
threat of a scab newspaper w ith  
a promise to “ trum p”  the news­
paper owners’ card. W hat are the 
union’s trum p  cards?

1) The determ ination of the 
pickets who have been marching 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
before the entrances o f a ll the 
struck and locked-out papers in  
th is  c ity  in  the foulest weather 
in  many years.

Sec’y of Labor W irtz

2) The “ U n ity  o f the Ten.”  This 
is the so lida rity  of a ll the p r in t­
ing  crafts plus the Newspaper 
G uild  in  respecting the prin te rs ’ 
p icket line.

3) The support o f the whole 
labor movement w h ich  w il l  be 
evidenced by the mass picket line 
and demonstration before the New 
Y ork Times bu ild ing  on Jan. 15. 
In  a call sent to a ll a ffilia tes of

(Continued on Page 2)

Guerrillas Inflict 
Defeats on U.S. 
In Vietnam War

JAN. 9 —  Heavy figh ting  took 
place last week in  South V ietnam 
w ith  additional U.S. casualties. 
Even more alarm ing to those in  
charge of President Kennedy’s 
personal w a r in  the Southeast 
Asian country is the realization 
tha t the guerrillas have now as­
sembled a considerable arsenal of 
captured U.S. weapons.

Another casualty o f the past 
week’s fig h tin g  was the o ffic ia l 

^fiction tha t U.S. troops were not 
in  V ietnam as belligerents bu t 
m erely as m ilita ry  “ advisers”  to 
the arm y o f d icta tor Ngo D inh 
Diem.

One engagement, in  w hich 14 
out of 15 Am erican helicopters 
were h it, resulted in  13 U.S. k ille d  
and wounded w ith in  24 hours. 
W hile  the Defense Departm ent 
claims tha t U.S. helicopter p ilo ts 
are on ly fly in g  tra in ing  missions 
w ith  Vietnamese student p ilo ts  at 
the ir sides, the casualty figures 
are revealing the true story. O f 
the other combat missions —  
bombing and stra fing — in  the 
Vietnamese c iv il war, U.S. p ilots 
are estimated to be fly in g  30 to 
50 per cent.

In  the ground figh ting  the press 
now reports groups composed ex­
clusively o f U.S. troops carry ing 
out patrols and other actions and 
boasting of the num ber o f guer­
rilla s  they captured.

B u t U.S. officers find men have 
now been given a much d ir t ie r  job 
than ju s t pa rtic ipa ting  in  the 
figh ting  against poorly armed 
peasants and unarmed villagers. 
They have become overseers, d r iv ­
ing d ic ta tor D iem ’s re luctant 
troops in to  battle.

On Jan. 2 a fleet of U.S. he li­
copters w ith  U.S. p ilo ts carry ing 
Vietnamese troops in to  battle  was 
ridd led  by w a iting  guerrillas. This 
was the f irs t tim e since the be­
ginning of the w ar tha t V ie t Cong 
forces d id  not m e lt in to  the woods 

(Continued on Page 3)

U.S. Refusal to Enforce 
Law Is Responsible for 
Meredith’s Difficulties

How State Dep't Tailors News
The U.S. State Departm ent has 

been censoring news from  Ger­
many and g iv ing  the Am erican 
people a false impression of con­
ditions in  West Germany, accord­
ing to Piers Anderton, a foreign 
correspondent fo r the National 
Broadcasting Company.

Anderton to ld a National Press 
Club luncheon in  Washington, 
D.C., Jan. 2 tha t the censored news 
gives the impression tha t West 
B e rlin  is a “ gay and prosperous 
c ity ,”  bu t tha t th is is not true. 
Anderton also disclosed tha t U.S. 
m ilita ry  vehicles trave ling  on the 
autobahn from  West Germany to 
West B e rlin  through East German 
te rr ito ry  have been fired  upon oc­
casionally fo r about two years. He 
said no news about th is had been 
released u n til last March, when a

report was made public to coin­
cide w ith  the opening of disarma­
ment ta lks at Geneva. The tim ing  
of the report, Anderton pointed 
out, made i t  appear tha t the Rus­
sians or East Germans had made 
a sudden w arlike  move.

‘Raised H e ll’
Anderton h im self had reported 

the gunfire  before March, when 
he was on a tr ip  home in  the 
U.S. “ When I  returned to B e rlin ,”  
he said, “ an A rm y  representative 
raised he ll w ith  me. He asked 
w hy I  had reported the shootings 
and I  answered, ‘Because i t ’s true.’ 
He said i t  was true, b u t contrary 
to U.S. policy to report it . ”

By thus w ithho ld ing  unpleasant 
news u n til the disarmament con­
ference began, the U.S. State De­

partm ent was able to release i t  a t 
an opportune moment. That mo­
m ent was when i t  needed propa­
ganda to prepare public opinion 
fo r  its own refusal to negotiate 
disarmament.

Anderton also said he had made 
a speech last A p r i l  to  a group of 
Am erican arm y w ives in  Germany, 
in  w hich he critic ized U.S. policies 
in  Germany. He said he had 
learned tha t the speech had been 
reported in  a State Departm ent 
cable. “ W ord spread in  West Ber­
l in  that I  was pro-Com m unist," 
said Anderton. “ I t  was spread, as 
fa r  as I  can make out, by a State 
Departm ent report on me.”

State Departm ent Press O ffice r 
L inco ln  W hite  denied Anderton’s 
charges in  a statement given to 
reporters.

James H . M eredith

they w il l  take appropriate steps 
now  to do so.”

Kennedy knows fu l l  w e ll tha t 
the adm inistration o f the un ive r­
s ity  and the state law-enforcem ent 
o ffic ia ls  have no in tention of stop­
p ing the campaign o f harassment 
against M eredith. On the contrary, 
the state law-enforcem ent o ffic ia ls  
are responsible fo r  much of it. 
Kennedy and the federal o ffic ia ls 
have defaulted in  th e ir du ty  to 
stop the racist harassment. B u t 
Kennedy, in  an o ily  statement, 
attempted to  sh ift responsib ility  
onto the v ic tim .

Said Kennedy: “ M r. M ered ith  is 
as free to leave the school as he 
was to enter it .  I  w ould  hope tha t 
in  m aking the f in a l decision on 
this, M r. M eredith w il l  consider 
tha t he chose to go to the U n ive r­
s ity  of M ississippi, and th a t ener­
gies and hopes o f his fe llow  c i­
tizens have been involved in  his 
admission and continued attend­
ance.”

In  m aking his ca ll fo r help, 
M eredith said: “ We are engaged 
in  a war, a b itte r w ar fo r  the 
equality o f opportun ity  fo r our 
citizens. The enemy is determined, 
resourceful and unprincipled. 
There are no rules o f w a r fo r 
which he has respect.”

Castro's Reply 
To Kennedy

O ur next issue w ill  feature  
extensive excerpts from  Fidel 
Castro’s Jan. 2 speech m ark ­
ing the fourth  anniversary of 
the Cuban Revolution. The 
speech is a slashing rebuttal 
of President Kennedy’s j in -  
goist welcom e-hom e address 
in  M iam i to the released Bay 
of Pigs invasion prisoners.

B y Fred  H alstead
JAN . 9 —  A tto rney  General 

Robert F. Kennedy and the federal 
government have fa iled to uphold 
the court order desegregating the 
U n ivers ity  of M ississippi. They 
have allowed racist harassment to 
continue against Negro student 
James M eredith. They have a llow ­
ed attacks by racist n igh t-ride rs  
to take place —  and go unpunish­
ed —  against M eredith ’s fam ily . 
They have allowed racist persecu­
tion and in tim ida tion  o f those 
w h ite  students and facu lty  mem­
bers o f the un ive rs ity  who were 
fr ie n d ly  to M eredith o r who ex­
tended ord inary  courtesies to him .

This brought about the situation 
in  w hich M eredith announced on 
Jan. 7 tha t he w ould skip the next 
semester at the U n ive rs ity  o f M is­
sissippi unless “ positive changes 
are made to make m y situation 
more conducive to learning.”

I t  is in  the power —  indeed, i t  
is the du ty  —  o f the A tto rney 
General and the federal govern­
ment to make these changes. The 
federal government has the rig h t 
and the power to remove from  the 
campus a ll persons w ho threaten 
and harass M eredith  o r in terfere  
in  any w ay w ith  his rights as a 
student. The Kennedy adm inistra­
tion  has chosen not to exercise 
that power. When i t  comes to Cu­
ba or H offa, the A tto rney  General 
in terprets his powers very broadly 
indeed. B u t in  rep ly  to M ered ith ’s 
desperate request fo r aid, Ken­
nedy passed the buck.

“ I t  is true  tha t a number o f o f­
fic ia ls  charged w ith  the adm inis­
tra tion  o f the U n ive rs ity  have not 
m et the ir responsibilities,”  he 
said. “ I t  is incumbent upon them 
and state law-enforcem ent o f­
fic ia ls  to make i t  possible fo r M r. 
M eredith to continue his education 
w ith o u t in te rrup tion . I  w ould hope

James H . M ered ith

Sec’y  o f L ab o r W ir tz
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... Striking New York Printers Stand Solid
(Continued from  Page 1)

N ew Y o rk ’s Central Trades and 
Labor Council, President H a rry  
Van Arsdale said: “ The fig h t
being waged by Typographical 
U nion No. 6 is the fig h t of a ll 
labor against employers u n w illin g  
to  negotiate across the table w ith  
the ir employees.”

4) Strong support by the In te r­
national Typographical U nion ’s 
national membership w ho w il l  
shortly  vote in  a special referen­
dum  fo r an additiona l assessment 
to  continue strike  benefits to New 
Y o rk ’s s tr ik in g  and locked-out 
prin ters.

The issues o f the struggle bear 
repeating in  th is, the s ix th  week 
o f p r in tin g  labor’s greatest strike.

The s tr ik in g  and locked-out 
p rin te rs w an t to negotiate w ith  
the publishers fo r a contract. I t  is 
th a t simple. The publishers began 
w ith  a ta ke -it-o r- le a ve -it o ffe r of 
an $8 package and have refused 
to  budge or negotiate on any of 
the issues tha t the union raised. 
The “ bargaining”  sessions saw no 
bargaining. The publishers were 
using the classic tough-boss tactic 
know n as Boulewareism.

The union asks an $18 pay hike 
over a tw o-year span and another 
$18 in  fringe  benefits. President 
Powers has repeatedly said that 
the union 's position is negotiable. 
The bosses have countered not 
on ly  by not budging an inch but 
in  fac t by  tak ing  a step back­
wards. The publishers said last 
week tha t i f  the union d idn ’t  re ­
trea t from  its proposals, they 
w ou ld  o ffe r even less than they 
are now  offering.

Further, the publishers w ant the 
exp ira tion  date of the new con­
tra c t to be tw o years a fte r the 
contract is signed. The union seeks 
a contract exp ira tion date of Oct. 
31, 1964, the same date as the 
Newspaper G u ild ’s contract ex­
p ira tion.

This difference in  contract-ex- 
p ira tion  dates goes to the heart of 
the  strike. Because the G u ild ’s 
contract expired earlier, the pub­
lishers were able to settle w ith

W agner

C H IC A G O
Protest Anti-D efam ation League 

"dem ocra tic  legacy" award to  JFK. 
Jo in  dem onstration o f C om m ittee to  
Defend W illia m  W orthy , Tues., Jan. 15, 
12 noon to  1:30 p.m. at 343 S. Dear­
born.

•
DETROIT

THE FEDERAL G O V T , 1963 —  New 
Faces, New Problems, New Policies. 
Speaker, Frank Lovell. Fri., Jan. 18, 8 
p.m. Debs H all, 3737 Woodward. Ausp. 
Friday N ig h t Socialist Forum.

•
MINNEAPOLIS

Four Friday evening sessions on The 
Socialist Road to Peace. First session, 
Fri., Jan. 18, 8 p.m. on History of the 
Cold W ar. A t 704 Hennepin Ave.,
Room 240. Admission free. Ausp. So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party and Young Socialist 
A lliance.

•
N EW  YORK  

Cuban Economic Prospects for 1963.
An analysis b y  James O ’Connor, econ- 
m ist and journalist. Fri., Jan. 18, 8:30 
p.m. 116 University Place. C o n trib . $1 
(Students, 50c). Ausp. M ilita n t Labor 
Forum ..

a small package w h ich  they then 
proclaimed as the pattern fo r a ll 
the crafts. When the contracts of 
other unions in  the indus try  ex­
p ire  they fin d  themselves con­
fronted by the employers w ith  
th is package offered on a ta ke - it-  
o r-leave -it basis.

The publishers’ $8-package is 
w orth  55 cents a week the f irs t 
year and $3.75 the second. The 
balance of the f irs t  year’s money 
would go not fo r new fringe  bene­
fits  bu t to meet the ris ing  cost of 
present health and pension bene­
fits.

President Powers h ighlighted 
the central importance of a com­
mon exp ira tion date in  a state­
ment last week:

“ We feel the most im portant 
item  leading to an agreement is 
a common exp ira tion date fo r a ll 
un ion contracts in  the newspa­
per industry. One union no longer 
can be the pace-setter in  contract 
negotiations. W ith  a common ex­
p ira tion  date a ll the unions —  big

and small a like  —  w ould have an 
equal voice in  negotiating a new 
contract.

“ Contract ta lks w ould be con­
ducted by a jo in t union board and 
to m y way o f th ink ing  th is w il l  
eventually happen anyhow.”

Taking the offensive, Powers 
charged the Publishers’ Associa­
tion  w ith  having violated the an ti­
trus t laws by locking-out the em­
ployes on a ll the da ily  newspapers 
w hich were not struck. He sent 
telegrams to A tto rney General 
Robert Kennedy and to Rep. Cel- 
le r and Senator Kefauver, cha ir­
men respectively of the House and 
Senate A n ti- tru s t and Monopoly 
subcommittees, ca lling  on them to 
ins titu te  “ a ll appropriate legal pro­
ceedings against the newspapers 
involved under the an ti-tru s t 
laws.”

M eanwhile, the mood of the 
men and women on the picket line 
has slow ly bu t inexorab ly changed. 
They began the strike w ith  great 
determ ination and a spirited picket 
line  tha t amazed New Y ork  labor 
veterans. Now there is a new in ­
gredient in  th e ir s p ir it —  a new 
mood, a tone.

These are men and women 
averaging in  age in  the forties and 
fiftie s . They are not flam boyant, 
slogan-shouters or the type who 
sing strike  songs on the line. This 
is th e ir ve ry  f irs t s trike  in  the 
65 years of contractual relations 
w ith  New Y o rk ’s newspaper pub­
lishers.

The pickets now realize better 
than ever before the crass, b ru ta l 
nature of the publishers —  that 
they are not reasonable men of 
good w il l  bu t arrogant, would-be 
union-busters.

The prin te rs w il l  make labor 
h is to ry in  th is strike. The long 
and great trad ition  of the In te r­
national Typographical Union, 
which is a w ay of life  to  these 
craftsmen, gives them a discipline, 
understanding and devotion tha t is 
a great reservoir o f strength In 
th e ir hour o f tr ia l and struggle.

The Teamsters union lost the 
vote among Western E lectric tele­
phone installers. The count o f the 
m a il ba llo t showed 11,388 fo r the 
Communications W orkers of 
America, 4,000 fo r the Teamsters 
and 696 fo r “ no union.”

The fa ilu re  o f Joseph A. Beirne 
to have a hated “ m e rit”  clause re ­
moved from  the insta llers ’ last 
contract precipitated the attem pt 
by CWA insta lle r u n it leaders to 
bo lt to the Teamsters. The revo lt 
forced Beirne to campaign against 
the m e rit clause and as a result, 
the C W A bargaining position is 
expected to be stronger in  nego- 
iations beginning th is month.

*  *  *

A strike  against the m ajor 
Cleveland newspapers has entered 
its seventh week. E d ito ria l w o rk ­
ers in  the G u ild  and deliverers in  
the Teamsters are s tr ik ing  the 
Pla in  Dealer and the Press and 
News. Seven c ra ft unions at the 
papers are respecting the picket 
lines. The union shop is a cen­
tra l G u ild  demand.

*  *  *

A  drive  is underway by meat 
packing corporations to lower 
wages, p a rticu la rly  in  the South, 
on the excuse tha t certa in plants 
are not e ffic ien t enough and w il l  
be shut down w ithou t wage cuts. 
The Amalgamated Meat Cutters, 
AFL-C IO , and the independent 
N ational Brotherhood o f Packing­
house W orkers have recently 
negotiated such cuts. The U nited 
Packinghouse W orkers has re ­
sisted such deals though in  some 
cases o ffic ia ls have unsuccessfully 
attempted to sell them to the 
membership.

In  the last few  months some
3,000 packinghouse workers have 
taken pay cuts.

*  *  *

Negotiations fo r new contracts
in  the aerospace industry  by the 
U nited A uto  W orkers and the In ­
ternational Association o f M achin 
ists have turned in to  a fiasco fo r 
the unions as a resu lt o f the labor 
leaders’ reliance on President K en­
nedy.

E arly  last year IA M  and U AW  
leaders declared th e ir in tention of 
figh ting  fo r new contracts which 
w ould b ring  aerospace wages up 
to those p reva iling  in  other m etal- 
trades industries.

On the excuse tha t the industry 
was v ita l to national interest and 
tha t a strike  was “ unth inkab le”  the 
issues were submitted to a board 
appointed by President Kennedy. 
The board’s recommendation con­
tained a dismal wage offer, fa llin g  
fa r  short o f the level in  other in ­
dustries, and a proposal tha t the 
union-shop issue be decided by a 
vote o f the workers in  each aero­
space company. The board recom­
mended the unusual requirem ent 
of a tw o -th irds  m a jo rity  vote fo r  
the union shop to become effec­
tive.

Leaders o f both unions cap­
itu la ted  “ re luc tan tly ”  to this re ­
commendation in  the interests of 
“ national security.”

General Dynamics, N orth  A m er­
ican and Ryan accepted the re ­
commendations and a union-shop 
vote was held at those companies. 
In  a ll three cases, the unions got a 
m a jo rity  bu t fa iled to get tw o - 
th irds  and therefore d id not get 
the union shop. Lockeed refused 
even to agree to a vote and forced 
the union to s trike  over the ne­
bulous issue o f the r ig h t to have 
an election i t  would probably lose.

Boeing, w ith  30,000 IA M  mem­
bers in  Seattle, agreed to an ad­
v isory vote, w hich w ould not be 
b inding. The vote was held and 
73.8 per cent of the workers 
favored the union shop. Thus, i t  
appeared tha t the unions w ould 
salvage something out of the presi­
dentia l board procedure. A t least 
a t Boeing, they got w e ll over the 
required tw o th irds. B u t now 
Boeing has balked. I t  refuses to 
go along w ith  the presidentia l 
board’s recommendation or the 
results of the vote and is th rea t­
ening to force the union to s tr ike  
Jan. 15.

*  *  *

The 16 drivers who were fire d  
by New Y ork  C ity ’s police com­
missioner under the state’s Con- 
don-W adlin A c t during  a s trike  
last month by c ity  m otor-vehicle 
drivers, have been rehired. The 
fir ings  were" the f irs t tim e in  h is­
to ry  the Condon-W adlin A ct, 
w h ich  outlaws strikes by  pub lic  
employees, had been invoked. The 
16 drivers were no t returned to  
the same jobs they held before, 
however, bu t were transferred to  
other c ity  departments.

*  *  *

M illin e ry  workers in  New Y o rk  
C ity  w ent on strike Jan. 3 fo r a 
wage increase. It 's  the f irs t s trike  
by the New Y ork  Jo in t Board o f 
the U nited Cap and M illin e ry  
W orkers in  over 30 years. Ten 
thousand workers were involved. 
The union asked fo r a ten per cent 
raise and fringe  benefits. A n  
agreement was reached Jan. 8 w ith  
the Eastern Women’s Headwear 
Association granting a raise o f 
about seven per cent.

Women workers covered by the 
old contract w hich expired Dec. 
31, averaged on ly $3,000 per year 
w h ile  male workers averaged 
$4,250. A bout 450 firm s  were in ­
volved in  the strike.

*  *  *

Seen pinned to an employes’ 
b u lle tin  board in  the W a ldo rf- 
Astoria  hotel last week: b rie f notes 
acknowledging receipt o f several 
hundred dollars collected among 
workers in  various departments o f 
the hotel. The receipts were signed 
by the union delegate who led the 
famous “ revo lt at the W a ldorf”  —  
a w ildca t s trike  last M ay w hich 
succeeded in  e lim ina ting  certain 
onerous conditions —  and who 
was fired  fo r it. Top o ffic ia ls  of 
Hotel and Club Employees Local 
6 collaborated w ith  management 
in  the fir in g . The receipts are 
signs tha t the workers are tak ing  
care o f th e ir own, and tha t the 
ra n k -a n d -file  opposition is s ti l l  
there.
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R o cke fe lle r

Students in 23 Cities Hear
Young Socialist Defend Cuba

B y Peter Valdez 
Nat’l Sec’y, Young Socialist Alliance

A lth ougn the overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity  of the students in  the 
U.S. today are e ither apolitica l or 
accept the State Departm ent’s po­
s ition on Cuba, I  discovered in  the 
course of a recent national tour 
tha t a s ign ificant m in o rity  is seri­
ously questioning U.S. foreign 
policy. U n like  a few  years ago, 
most campuses now have small 
bu t active socialist groups. Many 
of these students became socialists 
in  response to the achievements of 
the Cuban Revolution.

A  Young Socialist A lliance so­
cial gathering held a fte r my ta lk  
at the U n ive rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  at 
Berkeley drew  over 50 students 
fo r fu rth e r discussion. A t Tufts 
U n ive rs ity  in  Boston over 150 stu­
dents attended the meeting. This 
was one of the largest po litica l 
meetings held there in  a long time. 
The audience was more conserva­
tive  than at other places bu t even 
so a serious a ttitude prevailed.

A fte r a meeting o f about 125 at 
the U n ive rs ity  of Colorado, a 
member of the Young Peoples So­
c ia lis t League to ld  me of his dis­
agreement w ith  Y P SL’s position 
fo r the overthrow  of Castro’s 
government. He took a tr ia l sub­
scription to The M ilita n t to  learn 
more about Cuba. A t the U n ive r­
s ity  o f Chicago, Bob B rown, a na­
tiona l o ffic ia l of YPSL, took the 
floo r after m y ta lk  to ask a ques­
tion b u t instead gave a ten-m inute 
speech attacking the Castro re ­
gime. The Chairm an asked i f  
B row n or anyone from  YPSL at 
the U n ive rs ity  w ould  agree to a 
public debate on Cuba w ith  me or 
some other Y SA  spokesman. We 
are s ti l l  w a itin g  fo r the answer.

A t the U n ive rs ity  o f Minnesota 
I  d id  no t give m y regular speech 
in  defense of the Cuban Revolu­
tion. M y  meeting had been sched-

uled by the campus socialist club. 
B u t the adm inistration objected to 
the num ber of meetings the club 
was sponsoring —  several others, 
inc lud ing one fo r  Daniel Rubin, 
ed itor of Communist Voice, on the 
McCarran Act. So a ll were com­
bined in to  a panel discussion on 
the cold war. I  had m y ta lk  on 
Cuba re-scheduled fo r an o ff-  
campus meeting a t the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  ha ll and was 
pleased to partic ipate  in  the panel 
w ith  Rubin, Bob B row n o f YPSL, 
and a local leader of the Student 
Peace Union. ,

I  was staying over w ith  V.R. 
Dunne, the grand old man of M in ­
nesota’s SWP and labor move­
ment. He h im self was one of the 
f irs t v ic tim s of the Sm ith A ct. I  
passed onto R ubin Dunne’s o ffe r 
o f the SWP ha ll fo r  his meeting 
on the McCarran Act. However, 
the inv ita tion  was not taken up.

Students, impressed by the 
Y SA ’s m ilita n t position on Cuba 
and L a tin  America, requested 
membership in  the Y SA  a fte r 
meetings at San Francisco State 
College, U n ive rs ity  of Indiana, 
M ichigan State U niversity, .U n i­
vers ity  o f Wisconsin, Northw est­
ern U n ive rs ity  and A ntioch  Col­
lege.

Some of the other campuses at 
w hich I  spoke were Harvard, 
U n ive rs ity  of C aliforn ia  at Los 
Angeles, B rown, Massachusetts 
In s titu te  o f Technology, H aver- 
ford, Bridgeport, U n ive rs ity  of 
M ichigan, Carleton College and 
the U n ive rs ity  of Minnesota. The 
tou r covered a to ta l o f 23 cities, 
I  was able to get about ten hours 
o f radio time, some o f i t  during  
the blockade crisis. There were 
also some excellent breaks on 
newspaper p u b lic ity  and good 
coverage in  the collège papers.
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Puerto Rican Salute to Cuba
[A lm ost a thousand people attended the assembly of the 

Pro-Independence M ovem ent in  Bayamon, Puerto Rico, on 
Dec. 9, 1962. Among resolutions adopted was the sending 
of the fo llow ing message of greetings.]

The Fourth  General Assembly of the Pro-Independence  
Movem ent sends its fra te rn a l salute of solidarity to the 
Cuban People, to the Revolutionary Governm ent and to its 
principal leader, D r. F idel Castro Ruz, expressing the greet­
ings of the Puerto Rican people struggling fo r independence 
on the basis of the extraordinary victory which Cuba has 
achieved over the forces of im perialism  and because of its 
f irm  refusal to enter into any compact w hich w ould en­
croach in the slighest upon the in tegrity  and national sov- 
re ignty o f Cuba.

The firm  Cuban position of forcing respect for its sover­
eignty and independence at the high price of risking the 
very life  of a ll its citizens is an example of patriotism  which  
history w ill g lorify . Cuba has demonstrated that a small 
nation can rid  itself of a ll satellitism  and launch a foreign  
policy in  accord w ith  its freest principles.

N orth  Am erican insistence fo r on-site inspection of the  
dism antling of Soviet rockets on Cuban soil has been v igor­
ously and defin itive ly  refused by the Cuban government de­
spite a ll the pressure that was exerted on it  by its enemies 
as w e ll as friends.

Cuba has responded w ith  the greatness expected of her 
by a ll the peoples of our Am erica. Serene and happy, w ith  
the happiness and serenity of those who know  themselves 
to have been fa ith fu l to a great historic destiny, the Cuban 
people has been, and w ill continue to be, prepared to resist 
unto death a ll foreign aggression.

The Puerto Rican independistas are grateful in  the name 
of the ir country to the extraordinary service rendered by the  
Cuban people to the in tegrity  o f the A ntilles and of a ll our 
Am erica. '

B y Hedda G rant
“ I  feel so strongly about this 

th a t I  have hoped before I  die I 
could see i t  w ritte n  down some­
where. I  believe that one of the 
biggest monuments to F ide l Castro 
w il l  be b u ilt in  the U nited States. 
The Cuban Revolution means the 
happiness of Am erica in a new era 
o f socialization, and the spot 
where the struggle w il l  be the 
hardest is going to be in the U n it­
ed States — fo r the United States 
w i l l  be part o f this big battle.

“ Since i t  is here the biggest 
sacrifices and acts of heroism w ill 
be, the day tha t the new era suc­
ceeds in  the States there w il l  be a 
ve ry  strong feeling about the sym­
bols of the whole process. The 
struggle here w il l  take brains, 
blood and hearts, and a m onu­
ment w il l  be erected to the man 
who put the firs t stone in that 
reconstruction — Fidel Castro.”

The above words were spoken 
no t by a Cuban, but by Gabriel 
V incente Maura, a leader of the 
Puerto Rican independence move­
ment, who was v is iting  New York 
in  his capacity as Secretary of 
Foreign A ffa irs  of the M ovim ien­
to Pro-Independencia  o f Puerto 
Rico when he was interviewed by 
The M ifitan t.

Maura has been in the struggle 
fo r  Puerto R ico’s independence his 
entire adult life . Born in  Gua- 
yama, a small coastal c ity  in  Puer­
to Rico, he learned about the 
colonial status of his country from  
his mother, who even then was 
an independista. Now in his fifties  
and a small businessman, Maura 
sees the independence movement 
grow ing rap id ly  since the Cuban 
Revolution.

The M ovim iento Pro-Indepen­
dencia, founded three years ago, 
now  has branches throughout 
Puerto Rico and many young peo­
ple have jo ined in its ranks w ith  
o ld -tim e fighters like  Maura. This 
group works fra te rna lly  w ith  the 
Nationalists and the Acción Pa­
tr ió tica  U n ita ria  (A P U ) fo r the 
goal of the ir country ’s independ­
ence. “ We are in  a common strug­
gle,”  says Maura, “ We each use 
d iffe re n t methods tow ard the 
same purpose.”

. . .  Vietnam War
(Continued from Page 1)

when government forces attacked. 
This may m ark an im portant tac­
tica l tu rn ing  po in t in  the w ar. The 
guerrillas held the ir fire  u n til the 
helicopters had landed, then they 
opened up from  four sides. “ The 
Communist ground fire  h it  14 
Am erican helicopters tak ing  part 
in  the operation tha t began at 
dawn —  and brought down at 
least eight,”  reports a Jan. 2 AP  
dispatch. “ F ive were destroyed.”

Though government forces out­
numbered the guerrillas ten to one 
and were supported by planes, a r­
t i l le ry  and armor, D iem ’s troops 
refused d irect orders to advance 
du ring  the Jan. 2 battle  UPI dis­
patches report tha t the U.S. m il i ­
ta ry  “ advisers”  were fu rious ly  
angry. They charged tha t an 
Am erican arm y captain was k illed  
w h ile  out fro n t va in ly  pleading 
w ith  D iem ’s troops to advance.

In  another case a Vietnamese 
batta lion  f la t ly  refused to advance 
though U.S. officers ordered and 
pleaded fo r hours. In  s til l another 
case the Vietnamese commander 
o f an armored u n it refused U.S. 
orders to go to the rescue of 
downed helicopters.

The enhanced fire  power of the 
guerrillas comes from  captured 
U.S. weapons. As AP  correspond­
ent Malcolm W. Browne reported 
on Jan. 5: “ Only a few  months 
ago the average V ie t Cong guer­
r i l la  had to re ly  on his homemade 
shotgun or old French r if le  to 
"blast away at the big Am erican 
machines wheeling down on him  
w ith  loads of troops. Now thanks 
to captured Am erican weapons, 
the  g ue rrilla  has a good chance 
o f m aking trouble fo r the he li­
copters.”

A lthough the U.S. government 
claims that Puerto Rico is no 
longer a colony bu t a free com­
m onwealth associated w ith  the 
U.S., Maura can see no difference. 
“ We a ll know w hat happens when 
countries are retained as colonies. 
In  Puerto Rico 78 per cent of the 
money is invested by United States 
investors; 22 per cent of the in ­
vestors are Puerto Rican.”  As in  
other colonies, the foreign inves­
tors show lit t le  regard fo r the 
natura l resources or the fu tu re  
economic needs of the colony.

Operation Bootstrap, the much 
publicized program o f industria liz ­
ing the island and the U.S. answer 
to social change, doesn’t  in  the 
least change M aura’s conviction, 
that his country must be free from  
the colonial yoke.

New Industry
Saying tha t Operation Bootstrap 

has “ done much,”  he asks that i t  
be examined more closely. New 
industry has come, but the best 
jobs in i t  have gone to Americans 
who are brought along, not to 
Puerto Ricans. “ A fte r the w ar 
many of the developments w ould 
have happened anyway w ithou t it. 
The new industry  is only possible 
in the trans ito ry  circumstances 
where the U.S. is producing m ain­
ly  for; w ar and sem i-war c ircum ­
stances. B ut i f  the U.S. has to be­
come norm al or there is a depres­
sion, Operation Bootstrap w il l  be 
impossible.”

As “ big black spots”  in  Opera­
tion  Bootstrap, M aura cites the 
h a lf-m illio n  Puerto Ricans who 
have m igrated to the U.S. despite 
the plan. “ The Puerto Ricans do 
not come here because they like  
liv in g  in  d ir ty  houses and w o rk ­
ing as dishwashers, but because 
there are too few opportunities in  
Puerto Rico. In  Puerto Rico i f  a 
man makes $45 a week he can buy 
everyth ing he needs on credit. 
B u t most can’t  f in d  jobs or don’t 
even make tha t much and have to 
stay in  a shack or come to the 
U nited States.”

As to the m uch-touted new 
housing projects in  Puerto Rico, 
Maura points out tha t the b u ild ­
ing boom has slowed down a l­
though many slums s ti l l  stand. 
The housing projects themselves 
are an example of the social prob­
lems created by “ tu rn ing  Puerto 
Rico in to  an industria l country 
w ithou t any preparation.”

In  M aura’s part of the island 
he has seen many cases of things 
like  this: “ A  carpenter, his w ife  
and children move in to  a project. 
Before tha t they lived in the coun­
tr y  and the w ife  ironed her own 
clothes and the clothes of Mrs. 
So-and-So fo r a lit t le  money. She 
also used to buy one or tw o dozen 
avacados and sell them  in  fro n t 
o f her house. She cannot do this 
in  the pro ject and now she has 
ren t to pay. Before she lived  in  a 
shack bu t had no rent. H er hus­
band earns no more than he did 
before.”

Relative Income
“ There is too much ta lk  about 

the new re la tive  income,”  Maura 
adds, and he rid icu les statistics 
w hich average in  the new small 
group of w ealthy people, raising 
the re la tive  income fa r above its 
real increase. He says tha t the 
Am erican companies are the only 
ones tha t have become wealthy. 
They get ten years tax  free and 
when tha t period is over they can 
leave (tak ing  a ll th e ir equipment 
w ith  them ) or m erely change the 
company’s name or product s ligh t­
ly  and become elig ib le  fo r ten 
more tax free years as a “ new”  
company.

The U nited States considers 
Muñoz M arin , the island’s present 
governor, a reliable and consistent 
friend. According to Maura, M arin  
was instrum ental in  tr ick in g  the 
Puerto Rican people in to  accept­
ing the ir colonial status. Maura 
backs th is charge w ith  numerous 
stories o f promises broken and le t­
ters suppressed, demonstrating 
how M arin  gained support by pre­
tending to be fo r independence.

The M ovim iento Pro-Independ­
encia believes tha t the real issue 
is independence, bu t tha t no ple­
biscite can genuinely re flect the 
wishes of the Puerto Rican peo­
ple. “ The United States took pos­
session of Puerto Rico w ith  b u l­
lets, not ballots. They have given 
us 64 years o f ‘tra in ing ’ to be­
come Americans and so a plebis­
cite under the present c ircum ­
stances would have only one re­
sult.”  The government of Muñoz 
M arin  has made clear tha t i t  
favors commonwealth status, 
which, according to Maura, is sim­
p ly  an “ o ffic ia l name fo r colonial­
ism.”  The schools, newspapers, 
radio, movies, a ll o f the apparatus 
speaks out against independence.

When Maura attended school a ll 
subjects were taught in  English. 
“ I even learned French from  an 
American teacher and we were 
asked to ta lk  to our classmates 
and teachers in  English —  even 
during  recess. This reflects now 
because the people im portan t in  
government, social and business 
life , are the people who were 
trained.”

In  1943 the law  was changed 
and Spanish was made the o ffic ia l 
language. B u t the “ people who 
have been taught the' new way are 
s til l ve ry  young, they are the peo­
ple of a new era.”

Pedro A lb izu  Campos
M aura has often heard people 

say tha t A lb izu  Campos destroyed 
confidence in  the independence 
movement w ith  violence and te r­
rorism. B u t he says, “ Every sen­
sitive person in  Puerto Rico has 
great respect fo r A lb izu  Campos. 
The lies about h im  were spread 
during  the whole w itch -hun t pe­
riod when we had no means to 
answer on radio or television.”

Despite the effects of the “ tra in ­
ing,”  Maura believes tha t “ i f  the 
channels fo r democracy were free 
a great m a jo rity  w ould be fo r in ­
dependence. Scratch a Puerto 
Rican who says tha t he wants to 
be an Am erican and underneath 
he is fo r independence. Even small 
businessmen — w ith  the big stores 
from  the U.S. taking away the ir 
business —  feel tha t way. B u t

China-Japan Trade Urged
An Asian Common M arket spon­

sored by China and Japan was 
proposed Jan. 4 by Kazuo Suzuki, 
a Japanese trade leader who heads 
the Japan China Trade Promotion 
Association.

He said the 700 members of his 
organization in Japan would b ring  
pressure on the ir government fo r 
early conclusion of a trade pact 
w ith  China. Japan, he said, is 
eager to buy iron ore, coke and 
soy beans from  China and, in  re ­
tu rn , sell machinery, fe rtilize r, o il 
products and chemicals.

Japanese productive capacity fa r 
exceeds its market, Suzuki said, 
and only a g iant m arket like  China 
is the solution to Japanese eco­
nomic problems.

Mexicans Seize Land
“ Squatters from  the Mexican 

state of Coahuila and Durango are 
reported in f i lt ra t in g  in to  southern 
Chihuahua to help invade big 
ranching properties,”  reports a 
Jan. 8 AP  dispatch.

“ Leaders of the land grab,”  the 
report continues, “ say th e ir action 
is an outgrow th of continued ap­
peals to the federal government 
fo r land on w hich to w ork. They 
say the federal Departm ent of 
A grarian  A ffa irs  and Colonization 
. . . has completely ignored the ir 
demands.”

A  princ ipa l target of the squat­
ters’ movement, w hich seems to 
number w e ll over several hundred, 
are the fabulous ranches o f fo rm er 
President M iguel A lem an and 
other government figures who have 
acquired huge holdings.

The report said tha t new inva -

w ith  m ilita ry  bases and the ap­
paratus in Puerto Rico there is no 
free expression of democracy.”  

Statehood is seen by M aura as 
the end of “ the human Puerto 
Rico.”  “ I f  we are to jo in  a group 
o f nations i t  should have our own 
roots of language and culture. 
Statehood w ould mean the disap­
pearance of both. The Puerto 
Rico tha t can be a state is geo­
graphical. The U nited States is a 
nation w h ich  is a national un it. I f  
Puerto Rico jo ins we w il l  have to 
m elt in to  tha t un it. I t  is incon­
ceivable tha t they w ould le t two 
un its  exist.”

None of the pro-independence 
groups functions as a party. I t  is 
almost impossible fo r them to run

sions of ranches was reported in 
the Madera area where five  
ranches were seized, a ll reportedly 
owned by N orth  Americans.

Soviet Boosts Oil Output
The Soviet Union reports that 

i t  produced nearly a b illio n  and a 
ha lf barrels of o il last year, a gain 
of 11 per cent over 1961 This puts 
the USSR in  second place behind 
the U.S. among the w o rld ’s o il 
producers.

Burmese Students' Siege
A t year’s end students at Ran­

goon U n ivers ity  in Burm a were 
m ainta in ing a state of siege in  
protest against the m ilita ry  gov­
ernm ent of General Ne W in. They 
have won demands, inc lud ing re ­
lease of students ja iled  by the gov­
ernm ent and compensation fo r  the 
fam ilies of 16 students k ille d  in  
last J u ly ’s protest, bu t they are 
hold ing out fo r  recognition of 
the ir do rm ito ry  unions.

The government refuses to rec­
ognize the Students Union, the 
Dec. 21 C hristian Science M onitor 
explained, because i t  is “ aware 
tha t such organizations produced 
the Burmese leaders who fought 
fo r and won independence from  
the B ritish  a fte r the w ar.”

W hat GIs Died for in Korea
Top c iv ilian  politic ians in  South 

Korea charge tha t the ru lin g  m ili-  
ta r ly  jun ta  is m aking i t  v ir tu a lly  
impossible fo r an effective opposi­
tion  party  to emerge and contest 
in  the election due in  three 
months. They are demanding tha t 
2,900 po litica l prisoners be re ­
leased and the election be delayed.

in  elections because the legal re­
quirements are tha t people m ust 
sign fo r the party  before a judge 
and members of opposition parties.

The independistas are under­
standably overjoyed at the ex­
ample set by F ide l Castro fo r L a tin  
America. G abrie l Vincente Maura 
points w ith  an almost personal 
pride to Cuba’s Revolution and no 
doubt believes tha t the man who 
fought fo r national independence, 
the r ig h t to be free o f U .S.-brand 
colonialism w il l  some day have a 
statue erected to h im  on Puerto 
Rican soil as w e ll as in  the U.S. 
B u t in  true independent sp irit, he 
adds,, “ The Cubans should have 
the ir own way o f liv ing . We do 
not necessarily have to copy i t . ”

India Wants China in UN
In d ia ’s ambassador to the U .S , 

declared Jan. 4 tha t despite the 
border conflic t w ith  China his 
country s til l favors China’s admis­
sion to the UN. W hile  lashing out 
at China on the border issue, the 
ambassador declared: “ We s ti l l
feel tha t every nation should be 
represented in  the UN . . . We 
feel that the w o rld ’s problems can­
not be solved by the UN w ithou t 
representation o f one f i f th  of man­
k ind .”

Priests Organize
O rthodox priests who have been 

staging marches and demonstra­
tions in  Greece against starvation 
wages have started organizing a 
union, according to the W orld  
Council o f Churches. T he ir goal is 
“ to b ring  pressure on po litica l 
leaders to increase th e ir salaries 
w hich range from  $6.50 a week fo r 
a priest w ith  p rim a ry  education: to 
$12.80 fo r un ive rs ity  graduate stu­
dents in  theology.”
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Cuban Revolution
An Answer to the 
State Departm ent 
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President John F. Kennedy 
made a shocking b lunder in  A p r il 
last year when he authorized Cu­
ban exiles in  the U nited States to 
invade th e ir homeland in  an a t­
tem pt to overthrow  the Castro re ­
gime. The adventure was po litica l­
ly  ill-conceived and doomed to 
m ilita ry  fa ilu re . M any lives were 
lost, Communism in  Cuba was 
strengthened, and the reputation 
Of the U nited States was badly 
bruised.

There has been a charitable 
w illingness in  many countries to 
absolve M r. Kennedy from  fu l l  
responsib ility  fo r the disaster in  
the Bay of Pigs. He inherited  the 
p lanning o f the operation from  
the previous A dm in is tra tion  and 
had l it t le  tim e to fin d  his feet as 
President before being faced w ith  
the decision to cancel the invasion 
or le t i t  go ahead.

When the U nited States last 
week ransomed the 1,113 survivors 
of the invasion force from  im p ri­
sonment in  Cuba, i t  was hoped 
tha t the whole a ffa ir  could pass 
in to  the footnotes o f h is to ry books. 
One o f the m a jo r irr ita tio n s  in  U. 
S.-Cuban relations was being re­
moved, and i t  was to be expected 
tha t President Kennedy w ould be 
happy to forget the Bay o f Pigs 
and hope and hope tha t Prem ier 
F ide l Castro w ould forget i t  also.

B u t no such thing. The Presi­
dent chose on Saturday to review  
in  M iam i the survivors of the in ­
vasion force, now returned to the 
U nited States, and to make an 
outrageously arrogant speech. Ac­
cepting the colors of the so-called 
invasion brigade, he said:

“ I can assure you that th is flag 
w il l  be returned to th is brigade 
in  a free Havana . . .  I  can assure 
you tha t i t  is the strongest w ish 
o f the people of th is country, as 
w e ll as the people o f th is hemis­
phere tha t Cuba shall one day be 
free again, and when i t  is, th is 
brigade w il l  deserve to march at 
the head o f the free column.”

M r. Kennedy was careful to re ­
fra in  from  com m itting the United 
States to tak ing  armed action 
against Cuba, and to avoid any 
d irect incitem ent o f the Cuban 
exiles to war, but his meaning 
was p la in to his excitable audi­
ence. They chanted “ guerra”  
(w a r) and “ libertad”  ( lib e r ty ) as 
he spoke and repeatedly pounded 
the rostrum  w ith  his clenched fist.

I t  w ould be com forting to cred it 
the President’s performance to a 
lapse of judgm ent, o r even to 
domestic po litica l expediency. B u t 
a ll the signs are tha t his rabble- 
rousing speech was one more ex­
ample o f a frigh ten ing  arrogance.

M r. Kennedy’s high-handed at­
titudes and ruthless methods at­
tracted a great deal o f unfavor­
able comment in  the U nited States 
and abroad during  his campaign 
fo r the Presidency. H is record in  
the W hite  House has not been re­
assuring; often he seems to con­
fuse w illfu lness w ith  toughness 
and bu lly ing  w ith  strength.

One resu lt has been, as recent 
reports in  th is newspaper have in ­
dicated, a decline of confidence in 
U.S. leadership among her allies. 
President Kennedy’s deplorable 
speech in  M iam i w il l  undoubtedly 
accelerate th is  trend.

B y T . J. Peters
LONDON —  A  sharp breach in  

the solid anti-Chinese and pro- 
Ind ian  campaign pervading a ll 
w ings of o ffic ia l po litica l opinion 
from  rig h t to le ft was made in  a 
le tte r to the Bevanite weekly 
Tribune by Sydney Silverman, 
member of Parliam ent. S ilverman 
is one of the five  parliam entarians 
expelled along w ith  M ichael Foot, 
the d irector of the paper, from  
the Labour P arty  fo r the ir active 
im plem entation in  the House of 
Commons of the radical u n i­
la te ra lis t decisions of the pa rty ’s 
1960 Scarborough conference.

S ilverm an’s case fo r the Chinese, 
though not based on M a rx is t class 
considerations, was nevertheless 
an effective presentation o f the 
facts w hich showed tha t justice 
was clearly on the ir side. In  its 
rep ly  Tribune  re lied mostly on 
the Ind ian  Communist P a rty ’s 
having jo ined the national fron t, 
and borrowed its arguments. The 
discussion of the border conflict, 
however, took a new tu rn  and as 
a result the paper’s emphasis is 
now more on advocating peaceful 
negotiations between the two coun­
tries than on tak ing  Ind ia ’s part.

Tribune  has also, in  recent 
weeks, made a more consistent at­
tem pt to understand and present 
the position of F ide l Castro’s 
revo lu tionary government in  the 
Cuban crisis, although much is 
s til l to be desired in  the way of 
c la rity  on both these issues in  the 
Labour le ft w ing.

The Catalysts
The greatest attention at the 

moment has been aroused here by 
the speech of Dean Acheson at 
West Point, on the one hand, and 
Khrushchev’s address to the Su­
preme Soviet, on the other. These 
speeches are serving as catalysts 
in  the w ide-ranging discussion of 
w o rld  problems fo llow ing  the 
Cuban crisis. As the London 
Times has pu t it, both sides in the 
universal struggle have fo r the 
moment been th row n back into 
considering the im plications fo r 
the ir in te rna l and in tra -b loc 
politics.

Various issues in  the discussion 
are, of course, not new in  either 
camp. Some of the issues (fo r 
instance, “ peaceful co-existence”  
in  the Soviet camp, the problem 
of colonialism in  the capita list 
camp) even antedate the second 
w orld  war. B u t the Cuban crisis, 
w ith  its confrontation of the two 
nuclear super-powers, has been a 
sort of moment of tru th . A l l  the 
issues have become more urgent 
o f solution.

Acheson’s reference to Great 
B rita in  having played out its  role 
as a great w o rld  power drew the 
headlines here and called fo rth  
an anguished and intemperate out­
cry from  the ru lin g  class, w ith  
even M acm illan jo in ing  in. The 
P rim e M in is te r w ent so fa r as 
to rem ind M r. Acheson tha t th is 
v iew  was shared in  the past by 
such reprehensible figures as 
Napoleon and H it le r  and tha t 
B r ita in ’s greatness outlived them. 
B u t w ith  the publication of the 
fu l l  account of the Acheson speech, 
soberer second thoughts are ta k ­
ing  the place of fu ry .

I t  is being realized tha t the 
fo rm er Am erican Secretary of 
State was saying out loud w hat 
is on the m ind o f the capita list 
ru lers. I t  is a rounded argument 
fo r  greater cohesion in  the ir 
camp, w hich the disarray fo llo w ­
ing  the Cuban confrontation is 
m aking more urgent. In  b rie f, i t  
amounts to the fo llow ing:

•  The real power in  the a ll i­
ance lies in  the U.S. and tha t is 
where the decisions fo r prom pt 
and effective action in  emergencies 
have to be made.

•  The structure fo r  in fluencing 
these decisions in  the long run 
m ust be consolidated by po litica liz ­
ing the N orth  A tlan tic  T reaty O r­
ganization (N A TO ).

D ean  Acheson

•  The problems of colonialism 
must not give rise to open con­
flic ts  between the im peria lis t 
powers bu t must be adjusted be­
h ind the scenes.

•  F inancia l and economic po li­
cies, includ ing  the handling of the 
w ork ing  classes, must be co-or­
dinated.

•  W hile  America concentrates 
on nuclear armament, the Eu­
ropean partners must devote the ir 
main energies to bu ild ing  up “ con­
ventional”  forces — tha t is huge 
conscript armies, above all.

•  The capita list alliance is to 
develop a strategy not only fo r 
holding on to w hat they have and 
fo r greater exp lo itation of the 
“ underdeveloped”  countries but 
fo r beginning to take back what 
they have lost, starting w ith  re ­
un ifica tion  of Germany as a 
capita list state w ith in  the alliance.

Outlook and Strategy
This view, although attem pting 

to be objective from  the ru lin g  
class standpoint, is nevertheless 
tinged w ith  optim ism  due to the 
success attribu ted  to Am erican 
policy in  the dealings w ith  the 
USSR during  the crisis over Cuba. 
The Kennedy adm inistration o ff i­
c ia lly  is, o f course, more cautious 
and confines its aim  to m ainta in­
ing the status quo, b u t the basic 
outlook and strategy is the same.

W hile nobody among the capi­
ta lis t ru le rs anywhere could take 
exception to th is scheme as a 
whole, there is a great gap be­
tween des irab ility  and accom­
plishment. E ffo rts  to  bridge i t  
w il l  run  in to  considerable obstacles 
even among the capitalists them ­
selves w ith  the ir vary ing  interests 
w hich stem from  the very nature 
o f the p ro fit system, the d iff ic u l­
ties of g iv ing  up vested positions, 
etc., le t alone considerations of 
prestige and self-assessment.

Even greater stum bling blocks 
lie  ahead in  the ever-expanding 
colonial revo lt w hich has a tend­
ency to break out in  the most un­
expected places and to take on 
constantly new and ba ffling  forms, 
cu tting  through a ll im peria lis t 
plans and agreements in  th is 
respect. And, fin a lly , the scheme 
doesn’t  reckon w ith  the host, the 
w ork ing  class in  the m etropolitan 
countries, who, no m atter w hat 
state of m ilitancy  or passivity they 
may be in  now, w il l  not take 
k in d ly  to regimentation, whether 
by conscription in to  “ conven­
tiona l”  armies or in  industry i t ­
self.

As Acheson explained, however, 
his optim ism  is based m ostly on 
the idea tha t the “ other fe llow ,”  
the Soviet bloc, is having even 
bigger troubles. W hile  th is is de­
batable, there is no doubt that 
there are genuine conflicts, and

certa in ly  great differences, w ith in  
the an ti-cap ita lis t camp.

Khrushchev’s address to the Su­
preme Soviet dwells on these d if­
ferences w ith  greater ob jec tiv ity  
and moderation and even a meas­
ure of more c la r ity  than has come 
out o f the K re m lin  in  a long, long 
time. W hile, of course, he cannot, 
give away the basic motivations 
of the bureaucracy in  considering 
the problems, he nevertheless aids 
in  prom oting more open discus­
sion, not on ly among states, but 
in  the w orld  w ork ing  class as a 
whole.

Khrushchev’s speech has been 
played up here, as no doubt else­
where, as a m ajor step (a fte r the 
recent Communist P arty  con­
gresses in  Europe) in exacerbat­
ing the r i f t  w ith  the Chinese Com­
munists. As in  the case o f the 
Acheson speech, the chief organs 
of public opinion dw e ll on aspects 
of sensationalism to catch the 
public eye. O nly gradually does 
the real im port of w hat has been 
said make its w ay in to  the public 
consciousness.

I t  is true tha t Khrushchev spoke 
more fra n k ly  o f the differences 
w ith  the Chinese than ever before 
—  although s t i l l  ha rd ly  as openly 
as the importance of the issues 
requires. But, in  fact, the presen­
tation was re la tive ly  moderate, 
w ith  a ra ther unusual attem pt to 
be persuasive in  place o f the ra n t­
ing and veiled threats tha t have 
been customary from  the K rem lin  
in the past.

Near the M ark
H is characterization of his op­

ponent’s position —  and these in  
elude, besides the Chinese, various 
shadings o f opinion in  the Com­
m unist movement —  h it  quite near 
the m ark. He called th e ir position 
Trotskyist. The bourgeois com­
mentators leaped at th is  fo r  th e ir 
d ire  conclusions reca lling the 
anathema associated w ith  th is 
label in  S ta lin is t days.

The po in t to be rem arked in  
this connection, however, is tha t 
noth ing even s ligh tly  rem iniscent 
of the usual epithets was used on 
th is occasion. I t  was an attem pt 
at a po litica l characterization 
although T ro tsky is t policy, like  
that of the Chinese, was distorted 
in to  one of desiring  nuclear w ar 
w ith  the capita lis t w o rld  —  w hich 
Khrushchev w e ll knows is slan­
derous. Here the bureaucrat was 
merely pandering to the universal 
fear of nuclear holocaust and ad­
dressing him self not to the prob­
lem, bu t to the mood o f his au­
dience.

The First 10 Years Of 
American Communism

- /

Report of a Participant

By James P. Cannon

The author is a founder of American 
Trotskyism and the only living top 
leader of the early years of the U.S. 
Communist Party who has not re­
pudiated communism.

The book contains:

Sketches of Foster, Ruthenberg, 
Browder, Lovestone end others, as 
well as of leading figures in the Com­
munist International.

Essays on the Industrial Workers 
of the W orld, Eugene V. Debs and 
the socialist movement of his time, 
and the effect of the Russian Rev­
olution on the U. S. Negro struggle.

344 pp. —  $6.00

O rd e r through:

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place, N . Y. 3, N . Y.

LONDON LETTER

Top Topics: China-India War, the 2 Ks

Striking Typos Need Own Paper
The N ew  Y ork Publishers Association decreed a shutdown of 

all the c ity ’s m ajor newspapers —  including those not on strike —  
and the publishers and the ir supporters are spreading propaganda 
foisting the blam e for the newspaper blackout on the International 
Typographical Union and its allies. This campaign of double-speak 
is having its effect on the public, because it is going largely un­
answered. The tru th  is that the general public, including some 
union workers, is confused about the issues in this strike.

The IT U  membership is solid, but the importance of publicity  
and of an honest reporting of the union’s stand should not be un­
derestimated.

A  da ily  newspaper, published by the labor movement to f i l l  
the vacuum created by the publishers’ lockout, and to give a 
straight presentation of the strike’s issues, could w e ll t i p . the  
scales in  this long struggle.

Plans fo r such a paper w ere mapped out before the strike and 
announced publicly at an Oct. 14 m eeting of the various news­
paper unions, but they have not been put into effect.

The cost of the project —  estimated at $50,000 a day to begin 
w ith  —  is w ell w ith in  the financial resources of the N ew  Y ork  
labor movement. A t the same tim e, the current attem pt by the  
publishers to deal the IT U  a crippling blow is part of a general 
em ployer offensive against labor’s efforts to deal w ith  the ravages 
of technological change. Thus, the labor movement as a whole 
has a big stake in  the outcome of this strike. One of the most 
effective contributions it  could m ake to a strike victory would be 
to give financial and other aid to the newspaper unions in pub­
lishing a labor daily.

'To  See Ourselves as Others See Us'
The great m a jo rity  of Americans have not the remotest idea 

of how dishonest, reactionary and vicious the record of the K en ­
nedy adm inistration is in  regard to Cuba.

That is because the big-business-owned daily  papers, T V  and 
radio in  this country do vo lun tarily  w hat the mass communica­
tion m edia in  to ta litarian  countries do from  compulsion —  namely, 
present a falsified version of the news always justify ing  the gov­
ernm ent and v ilify in g  the “enem y.”

To afford a glimpse through the eyes of those not subjected 
to U.S. brainwashing on Cuba, w e rep rin t below an editorial from  
one of Canada’s oldest and most respected newspapers, The Toronto 
Globe and M ail. The editorial appeared Jan. 3 under the title  “M r. 
K ennedy’s Arrogance.”

*  *  *
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Letters From Our Readers
N.Y. Printers Strike

New Y ork , N. Y.
For several years now I ’ve been 

hearing w hat a good union the 
Newspaper G uild  is. M any people 
say tha t i t  is one of the better 
unions. But, better than what? 
How can a union be “ better”  when 
i t  goes against the wishes of its 
colleague unions by f irs t negotiat­
ing earlie r than the others, g iv ing 
the Publishers Association an 
advantage, and then by accepting 
a package deal tha t the other 
c ra ft unions d idn ’t  want.

When the G u ild  struck the 
D aily  News last fa l l  the other 
unions which were involved set up 
a un ity  committee to protect them ­
selves from  getting a raw  deal 
from  the bosses.

This committee agreed to decide 
on a ll publishers’ offers by m a jo r­
i ty  vote so tha t no single union 
could override the wishes of the 
m a jo rity . The G u ild  agreed to this.

Some days la te r the bosses 
offered the G u ild  a contract that 
gained them nothing. The other 
trades in  the u n ity  committee 
voted against the o ffe r bu t the 
G uild  took i t  anyway.

The Publishers Association 
thought they had i t  made since 
in  the past a ll other unions in  the 
industry  always had to swallow 
the ir pride and accept the same 
conditions that the firs t union did 
or take nothing.

10 Y E A R S  A G O

I N  T H E  M I L I T A N T
“ Federal Judge Kaufm an who 

sentenced E thel and Ju lius Rosen­
berg to death in a peace-time 
espionage case, denied clemency 
to the defendants. T ry ing  to de­
fend himself, Judge Kaufm an said 
tha t ‘th is court has been subjected 
to a m ounting organized campaign 
of v ilifica tions, abuse and pres­
sure.’

“ I t  is true tha t the Rosenbergs 
were tr ied  in a poisonous atmos­
phere surpassed by few court 
cases in  modem times. I t  is also 
true tha t the court was under 
overwhelm ing pressure. I t  was, as 
i t  remains, under pressure o f the 
w itch  hunters, greedy fo r the ir 
f irs t blood victim s.

“ B u t th is is not at a ll w hat 
Judge Kaufm an was re fe rring  to. 
He denounced not the w itch  
hunters bu t a courageous m ino rity  
w hich has protested the savage 
verdict.

“ The defense had file d  in  fed­
era l court scores of letters from  
scientists, educators and clergy­
men appealing fo r a more lenient 
sentence. And i t  was this that 
brought from  Judge Kaufm an his 
outburst about ‘v ilifica tion , abuse 
and pressure.’ ”  —  Jan 12, 1953.

2 0  Y E A R S  A G O
“ José Anton io  Arze, exiled leader 

of the B o liv ian  L e ft Revolutionary 
Party, stated on Jan. 1 in  telegrams 
to the CIO, A F L  and Am erican 
C iv il L iberties Union, tha t govern­
ment police and troops had k illed  
17 workers since the declaration 
of m artia l law  against the tin  
m iners’ s tr ike  in  B oliv ia .

“ This s trike  nearly led to a 
general strike, according to the 
Jan. 4 CIO News. When the 
B o liv ian  government tr ied  to cover 
up the rea l causes by accusing the 
leaders of being ‘Nazi agents,’ CIO 
and A F L  o ffic ia ls protested say­
ing they knew  the strike  leaders 
as bona fide  representatives of the 
workers.

“ The real cause of the strike  is 
the desperate economic conditions 
o f the workers and the Bo liv ian  
government’s refusal to  institu te  
the long-promised labor code 
w h ich  w ould ease these condi­
tions.”  —  Jan. 9, 1943.

B u t the bosses hadn’t  counted 
on the Typos to stick up fo r the ir 
rights. So early in December B ig  
S ix, w ith  a large strike  fund in  
the ir favor, walked out on fou r 
papers. Im m ediately the other five  
papers locked everyone out and 
then began cry ing  in  th e ir beer 
tha t they couldn’ t  a ffo rd  a long 
strike. I f  they can’t  they have only 
themselves to blame.

M . H.

Tough on Teachers
D etro it, Mich.

1 am enclosing a le tte r from  “ A  
M ichigan Teacher”  which appear­
ed in  the Public Le tte r Box o f the 
Dec. 23 D etro it News. I th ink  
readers of The M ilita n t w i l l  find  
i t  interesting. I ’l l  add no comment 
to it ;  i t  speaks so w e ll fo r itself.

E. S.
* * *

“ Y our ed itoria l, ‘Tough on 
Teachers,’ certa in ly  drew praise 
from  several of the teachers in  my 
bu ild ing. We are presently faced 
w ith  th is same job ; preparing a 
new course o f study on commu­
nism and Russia that w il l  end up 
w ith  the kids seeing the bad points 
of the Russian system and the 
good points of our own. O ur teach­
er meetings become deadlocked 
when we po in t out tha t i t ’s almost 
impossible to teach such a subject 
when most o f us rea lly  know  prac­
tica lly  noth ing about i t  — and i t ’s 
hard to study the subject when 
almost everyth ing w ritten  about i t  
is so very one-sided.

“ I t ’s also ve ry  d iff ic u lt fo r a 
teacher to read about and discuss 
the subject when today there are 
so many Birchers, etc., who seem 
anxious to jum p to the w rong con­
clusions and, through innuendo 
damage the teacher’s professional 
reputation.

“ We also fin d  ourselves try in g  
to ‘pass the buck’ when i t  comes 
to the question o f which teacher 
w il l  have the job of teaching the 
subject fo r we know  everything 
said in  the class w i l l  be watched 
and discussed by parents in  the 
area. We know tha t any student 
from  that class who makes any 
com plim entary rem ark concerning 
anyth ing about Russia w il l  b ring  
a Senator M cC arthy-type smear 
against the teacher from  some of 
the America F irs t-type  parents in 
the neighborhood.

“ A  true teacher wants to pre­
sent a ll sides of controversial 
questions. Here you couldn’t. I t  
thus becomes indoctrination, not 
teaching.

“ Today we look back at some 
of the things we did in  the past 
and ask ourselves how such a 
th ing  started. W ill we some day 
look back on the 1960s and try  
to fin d  out where we firs t started 
to lose the princip les o f true dem­
ocratic teaching in our public 
schools?”

Query to George Breitman
Chicago, 111.

George B re itm an’s Nov. 5 artic le  
did indeed contain many “ Lessons 
fo r W hites on the Negro Struggle.”

The artic le  was excellent and 
ins igh tfu l bu t I  must take advant­
age o f M r. B re itm an’s request fo r 
reader’s viewpoints and ask h im  to 
expand on his ideas.

In  Chicago there is one inde­
pendent on the C ity  Council. This 
A lderm an is a law yer w ith  a long 
record as a figh te r fo r  c iv il rights 
and liberties. P o litica lly  he is 
substantia lly to  the le ft of the 
Democratic P a rty  and is the only 
c ritic  o f the Democratic m a jo rity  
on the Council from  anyth ing 
approxim ating a radical po in t of

view. As such he is a vocal and 
rem arkably effective spokesman 
fo r Negro rights —  despite the 
fact tha t he is not h im self a Ne­
gro.

There are Negroes on the Coun­
c il but these Negro A lderm en are 
f irm ly  under the thum b of the 
local Daley-Dawson Democratic 
po litica l machine. As such they 
are powerless to represent the 
real interest of the local Negro 
comm unity. For example, when 
the w h ite  independent introduced 
and fought fo r an Open Occupan­
cy Ordinance the kept Negroes of 
the Democratic P arty  attacked h im  
fo r doing so and, i f  memory serves 
me correctly, they not only failed 
to support the proposal but they 
voted against it!

This w hite  independent is a real 
thorn in the side of the Democratic 
machine and the Daley -  Dawson 
combine w il l  probably spare no 
tr icks  or expense in  attem pting to 
defeat h im  in  the next election. 
Since a large part of his w ard is 
Negro the machine may w e ll de­
cide to run  one o f the ir docile 
Uncle Toms against him. This 
w ould have the effect of raising 
the question of Negro representa­
tion since i f  the Uncle Tom was 
to be elected i t  w ould give the 
inadequately represented Negro 
com m unity an additional seat on 
the Council.

This is a hypothetical problem 
but i t  may become a real one 
next election and s im ila r cases 
may occur elsewhere in  the nation.

I  w ould therefore like  to ask M r. 
B reitm an how his ideas o f Negro 
representation w ould apply in  
such a case —  assuming the facts 
to be stated as above. W hat po­
sition w ould he advise socialists'to 
take on such an election when

none o f the socialist parties are 
runn ing  th e ir own candidate fo r 
the seat in  question?

Scott Arden

Breitman's Reply
D etro it, Mich.

Scott A rden’s le tte r does not 
contain enough in fo rm ation  fo r me 
to make a solid judgm ent on the 
situation he presents. For example, 
he does not say w hat forces the 
w h ite  independent alderman re­
presents; i f  he ju s t ran on his 
own; i f  he was the representative 
of some organized movement or 
tendency, and in  tha t case what 
th is movement stands for, etc.

More im portant fo r the issue he 
raises: He says “ a large pa rt of 
his w ard is Negro.”  B ut how 
large — 30 per cent? 60 per cent? 
This could make a big difference. 
I f  the m a jo rity  o f the w ard is 
Negro, and i f  the people in  th is 
w ard are su ffic ien tly  opposed to 
the corrupt Democratic machine to 
elect an independent, shouldn’t  the 
progressive forces in  th is  ward 
consider runn ing  an independent 
Negro candidate (ra the r than the 
w hite  incum bent) in  order to re ­
duce the Democratic machine’s 
possib ility  of electing an Uncle 
Tom?

I  hope no one — Arden, the 
alderman in  th is ward, or any­
one else —  would answer th is 
question of m ine by saying that 
there are no Negroes in th is ward 
“ competent”  to run  and serve as 
alderman. Remember, my hypo­
thesis is that a m a jo rity  o f the 
w ard ’s population is Negro and is 
disposed to elect a candidate “ sub­
s tan tia lly  to the le ft o f the Dem­
ocratic P arty .”

I  th in k  a he lp fu l guideline in 
approaching th is question is the

Socialist W orkers P a rty ’s electoral 
policy w hich can be summarized 
as fo llows:

(1) W herever possible, we run 
our own candidates, who seek to 
w in  support fo r the socialist pro­
gram and to mobilize mass action 
against war, unemployment, racia l 
d iscrim ination and the other evils 
o f capitalism. '

(2) We advocate the creation of 
an independent labor party, u n it­
ing the workers, farmers, Negroes 
and other non-capita lis t forces and 
running its own candidates against 
those of the cap ita lis t parties. In  
general, we w ould  give c ritica l 
support to a labor p a rty ’s candi­
dates, even i f  they lacked a so­
c ia list or fu l ly  socialist program  —  
that is, we w ould support the ir 
election as a step in  the r ig h t d i-

' rection w h ile  reserving the r ig h t 
to critic ize the ir policies and tac­
tics.

(3) In  the absence of a labor 
party ticket, we also are ready to 
give c ritica l support to candidates 
sponsored by and responsible to 
independent labor movements and 
independent Negro movements — 
independent, tha t is, of the capi­
ta lis t parties, breaking w ith  them 
and runn ing  against the candidates 
of th e ir machines.

I f  I  lived in  the w ard Arden 
discusses, I  would tr y  to get 
together a s ign ificant section of 
the unions and the Negro com­
m un ity  and organize such an in ­
dependent movement. I f  the in ­
cumbent alderman accepted the 
program o f th is movement and 
committed h im self to  act as its re ­
presentative in  office, I  m ight 
consider supporting him . B u t i f  a 
m a jo rity  of the w ard was Negro, 
I  w ould strongly demand tha t its 
candidate be Negro too.

George Breitman

A High-Court Justice Speaks Out

W arns Against Pentagon, C IA
By Constance Weissman

“ When the machine displaces 
man and does most of the w ork, 
who w il l  own the machines and 
receive the rich  dividends?”

“ The new centers of power are 
in  the hands o f those who control 
science; and one who traces the 
controls back to origins often finds 
the Pentagon in the central posi­
tion. Those who finance the sci­
en tific  revolution usually control 
those who w ork fo r them.”

These are quotations from  a 
pamphlet, by U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice W illia m  O. Douglas, called 
Freedom of the M ind.

Alarm ed at Power
Douglas is alarmed because the 

power of the Pentagon is a “ sacred 
w h ite  cow”  w hich no one dares 
critic ize. Research organizations 
and universities tha t could critic ize 
complex space programs and nu­
clear energy programs are “ cap­
tive  agencies”  of the Pentagon 
w hich finances the ir research. 
Douglas continues:

“ The press does not cover the 
operations o f the Pentagon ade­
quately. N or can i t  report tru th ­
fu l ly  on the Central Intelligence 
Agency. This agency has been 
more responsible than any other 
agency fo r  foreign po licy jn  the 
M idd le  East. Its  movements are 
not known. The manner in  which 
i t  intercedes in  fore ign elections 
w ith  its moneybags is never re ­
ported. The reasons w hy i t  sup­
ports feudal regimes, the results 
o f its  policies, the dangers that 
i t  generates are not known even

Thought fo r the Week
“ In  1962 an Am erican jus t does not go around knocking w ar and 

praising peace i f  he wants to stay out o f trouble . . . What is so a t­
tractive about w ar, p a rticu la rly  nuclear w ar, tha t the United States, 
once the most pow erfu l of powers, need be a fra id  o f peace? O r its  
advocates?”  —  From Inez Robb’s syndicated column, Dec. 28.

to many of the inform ed press.”
“ W hy should the C IA  efforts to 

influence elections abroad,”  asks 
Douglas, “ be a secret to the A m er­
ican people when they are no to ri­
ous in  the foreign nation?”

Douglas believes tha t i f  the peo­
ple were inform ed —  i f  they rea l­
ized, fo r instance, tha t the Penta­
gon was actually in  contro l — they 
would not stand fo r it. The tra d i­
tion  o f c iv ilia n  control in  this 
country is too strong.

Venal Press
B ut the press, w hich should in ­

fo rm  the people, is operated to 
make money. Douglas repeated 
th is po in t recently on a television 
program. The press, he says, fa lls  
down on its job  of educating be­
cause i t  keeps qu ie t on issues that 
w ould d is tu rb  advertisers.

The outspoken Supreme Court 
Justice believes tha t dissent is a 
positive du ty  to the commonweal. 
Though th is country was founded 
by dissenters, “ We have fo rgot­
ten our revo lu tionary heritage.”  
B u t he is fu l ly  aware o f the te r­
r ib le  pressures against dissenters 
in  our contemporary society. In  
discussing one of these, the “ loya l­
ty ”  oath, he says tha t a person’s 
refusal to take the oath disqual­
ifies h im  from  many jobs. He 
usually m ust swear that “ he never 
was a member o f any association 
or group on the A tto rney General’s 
l is t o r o f any other association a f­
filia ted  w ith  the Communist Par­
ty. Here the in justice is even more 
pronounced.

“ F irs t, the associations named 
by the A tto rney General as ‘sub­
versive’ may or may not be such. 
No hearing was ever held. The 
A tto rney General’s determ ination 
tha t an organization was ‘sub­
versive’ was w ho lly  ex parte [one­
sided].

“ Second, even i f  the Commu­
nists had in filtra te d  an organiza­
tion, they may not have succeeded 
in  using i t  fo r u n law fu l ends.”

Douglas shows tha t the modern 
test oath outlaws or punishes a 
person w ithou t the constitutional 
procedure designed to protect him . 
And the fact tha t he can be pun­
ished fo r past membership in  the 
Communist P arty  is pa rticu la rly  
un just and contrary to law  fo r it 
was only recently tha t being a 
member was made crim ina l. “ Thus 
people, who were never convicted 
of a crim e and could not be, were 
treated worse than felons.”

“Loyalty” Probers
A lso taken up by the consci­

entious ju r is t are the investiga­
tions staged by committees of Con­
gress and state legislatures, w hich 
invade the campus and examine 
teachers fo r “ lo ya lty ." “ People in  
positions where inventive genius 
is desirable become conformists,”  
he w rites. “ Those removed from  
office, those who vo lu n ta rily  re­
linqu ish th e ir posts ra ther than go 
through the expense and agony 
of hearings, even those who face 
the ordeal and disprove the 
charges, have often been tagged 
w ith  the same label.

“ These investigations have a 
pow erfu l im pact on those who 
make po licy decisions on foreign 
relations.”  B u t the worst crime 
to Douglas’ th ink ing  is tha t peo­
ple are robbed of the ir greatest 
strength —  the ir ideas.

Many other points are dealt w ith  
in  Freedom o f the M ind, which 
deserves a reading not only 
fo r its clear outline of the rights 
guaranteed by the Constitution but 
fo r its  description of how the age 
of conform ity  came about. You 
can get a copy by sending 600 to 
Public A ffa irs  Pamphlets, 22 East 
38th St., New Y ork  16, N. Y.
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S TU D E N T  IN  R IC H M O N D , V A ., being arrested on Lincoln’s b irth ­
day for lunch counter s it-in . Should not c iv il-righ ts  struggle be 
part of subject m atter in school courses 011  “building democracy” ?

B y  E ve lyn  S e ll
D ETR O IT — “ I ’l l  go to ja i l  be­

fore I  a llow  my son to re tu rn  to 
a h is to ry  class in  w hich these ob­
jectionable books are being used.”  
The M ichigan Chronicle  o f Dec. 1 
reported these words of R ichard 
B . Henry, president of G O AL 
(G roup On Advanced Leader­
sh ip ). This organization had been 
pressing the Board of Education 
since M arch to do something about 
the false p icture of Negroes pre­
sented in  the D e tro it school te x t­
books.

A fte r a fru itless correspondence 
w ith  the Board fo r eight months, 
Mi;. H enry w ithd rew  his son from  
his 8th grade classes at Durfee 
Ju n io r H igh School in  order to 
force the Board to take some ac­
tion  on the m atter. The boy le ft 
school in  October and then re­
turned the fo llow ing  month but 
does not attend any class in  which 
objectionable texts are used.

The main target of dissatisfac­
tion  has been the 8th grade h is­
to ry  book. O ur United States by  
E ib ling , K ing  and H arlow  but 
other texts also are under fire : 
The Story of Man’s Achievements 
by  Halberton, Roth and Speaks, 
Backgrounds of Am erican Freedom  
by  Edna McGuire, and The Story 
of American Democracy by  Casner 
and Gabriel. •>

In  September G O AL submitted 
a detailed report of its  objections 
to O ur U nited States. Here is an 
example: “ On page 372 —  ‘W hy 
d id  Southern farmers, generally 
speaking, take good care of the ir 
slaves?’ This question presupposes 
tha t Southern farmers, generally 
speaking, did take good care of 
th e ir  slaves: obviously, judg ing
from  the h istory of insurrection, 
suicide, fl ig h t and sullenness, the 
slave d id  not regard h im self as 
being w e ll taken care of, w hile , 
w e submit, to be a slave and to 
be w e ll taken care of are m utua lly  
exclusive conditions.”

G O AL sent letters to the local 
branch of the National Association 
fo r  the Advancement of Colored 
People and the c ity ’s Commission 
on Com m unity Relations urg ing 
these organizations to “ speak out 
in  behalf of ra ising the Negro’s 
prestige and self-esteem”  by jo in ­
ing  in  the fig h t against u n fa ir 
textbooks. The NAACP responded 
by  investigating and publish ing a 
seven page c ritica l review  o f Our 
U nited States and branding i t  “ an 
in su lt to  every Negro in  D etro it.”

The leading D e tro it newspapers 
then picked up the story. Nov. 28 
—  the D etro it News’ headline 
read: “ NAACP Com plaint on Book 
Received by School Board.”  Supt. 
B row ne ll promised to investigate 
the m atter. Dec. 3 —  the D etro it

[ In  our Jan. 7 issue there were 
several unfortunate typographical 
errors in  Tom K e rry ’s article, 
“ R evolutionary Specter Haunts 
Yankee Im peria lism ." The most 
serious was the garb ling o f a sec­
tio n  of the artic le  by placing ten 
lines of type out o f sequence. By 
the grace of the p rin te r, the fo l­
low ing  is a corrected version of 
the garbled section.]

*  *  *

Acheson cites, as an example, 
one of the knottiest and most ex­
plosive, the un ifica tion  o f Ger­
many. “ Soviet dom ination of East 
Germany,”  he avers, “ is la rge ly 
based on the preponderance of 
Soviet conventional power on the ir 
western fron t. I f  th is d id  no t exist 
Soviet in tervention to support 
U lb rich t’s au thority  m igh t become 
increasingly impracticable. A  po l­
icy  o f the solution o f the German 
question by Germans, restrained 
b y  membership in  a U nited Europe 
and an A tla n tic  A lliance m ight 
end the dilemma of B erlin .”

The Europeans are not enamour­
ed o f the “ new look”  in  American

News reported tha t the A n ti-D e ­
fam ation League of the B ’nai 
B ’r ith  had recently concluded a 
survey of the 48 most w ide ly  used 
h istory texts. The Jewish organi­
zation stated tha t not one of these 
texts was completely satisfactory 
in  its  treatm ent of m in o rity  
groups. They blamed th is situation 
on the publishers who tried  to ap­
pease the racia l prejudices of the 
Southern market.

Dec. 5 —  the D etro it News an­
nounced G O AL’s plans to hold 
mass demonstrations against the 
Board of Education. Its  aims were 
to get the Board to e lim inate the 
use o f O ur United States, to re ­
lieve overcrowding at Northw est­
ern H igh  School and to promote 
fu rth e r in tegration of D e tro it pub­
lic  schools. The NAACP announced 
i t  w ould jo in  these demonstra­
tions.

Dec. 4 — the D etro it Free Press 
reported tha t a state committee of 
educators had been try in g  fo r 
months to prod publishers to re ­
v iew  treatm ent of m in o rity  groups 
in school textbooks. Ten top pub­
lish ing firm s had sent representa­
tives to meet w ith  the M ichigan 
Departm ent of Instruction ’s C ur­
ricu lum  Committee on Better 
Human Relations.

M ary Brand, the chairman of 
the school committee stated, “ The 
publishers were receptive. They’re 
being pressured by the large 
Western and Northern cities. One 
man told me ‘We can no longer 
le t Mississippi dictate the k ind  of 
textbooks we w rite .’ ”  She said she 
knew of s im ila r conferences be­
tween ind iv idua l publishers and 
various cities bu t tha t th is was 
the f irs t such meeting held at a 
state level.

(The Oct. 27 Michigan Chronicle 
had reported tha t s im ila r textbook 
disputes were occurring in  N or­
fo lk , V irg in ia , and New Y ork 
C ity .)

Dec. 9 —  The D etro it News 
headline was, “ Won’t  Back ‘E x­
trem ists’ in  Book Row.”  The N A ­
ACP explained tha t i t  had had one 
encouraging meeting w ith  school 
o ffic ia ls  and “ obviously we w ould 
not be staging a picket line  at the 
same tim e negotiations are p ro ­
gressing.”

The same edition of the paper 
carried an ed ito ria l w h ich  stated: 
“ No te x t can te ll every last de­
ta il, o f course, and the s im p lic ity  
required fo r eighth grade makes 
the problem more d iff ic u lt. B u t 
th is book manages somehow, in 
w ha t i t  says and w hat i t  doesn’t, 
to reinforce a ll the old Negro 
stereotypes, at best patronizing 
and often cruel. N oth ing in  it  
would give Gov. Ross Barnett, o f 
M ississippi, the slightest cause fo r 
offense . . . .

po licy —  especially since the u n i­
la te ra l action taken by Kennedy 
in  pushing the w orld  to the nu­
clear b rin k  during  the Cuban c r i­
sis.

The American policy, w rites 
Steel, “ suggests tha t Europeans 
are to be relegated to the ro le of 
cannon fodder in  the event tha t 
hostlities actua lly break out. A  
d iv is ion of forces w ith in  an a lli­
ance w hich prescribes tha t Europe 
should fu rn ish  the troops and 
Am erica the atomic bombs is not 
a balance w hich strongly recom­
mends itse lf to Europeans.

“ N ot only does i t  demand enor­
mous personal sacrifices w hich no 
European government desiring to 
rem ain in  office dares call upon 
its people to make, bu t i t  gives 
Europeans the feeling tha t they 
are lit t le  more than an instrum ent 
of Am erican strategy. This is a 
sacrifice which poor and m ilita ry - 
dominated nations such as Turkey 
and Pakistan may be w illin g  to 
accept in  re tu rn  fo r Am erican aid, 
bu t i t  is not one w hich the pros­
perous nations o f Western Europe 
can be expected to support.”

“ A  child  who derives his know l­
edge of American h istory from  
the book w il l  get, among other 
shoddy goods, an inadequate and 
inaccurate v iew  of the Negro in 
America. He needs something bet­
ter, be he Negro or w h ite  . . . .

“ There have been textbooks 
w ith  prejudice fa r more overt. B ut 
i f  th is  is the best of the lot, the 
state of the a rt is parlous indeed 
—  and not just because i t  slights 
Negroes.

“ That problem, we suspect, is 
on the way to solution. N orthern 
c ity  school systems, at least, are 
on notice tha t better books must 
be found. Publishers are on no­
tice tha t Southern tastes in  his­
to ry  can no longer be the com­
mon denominator fo r the nation.”  

Dec. 19 —  the settlement of the 
textbook dispute was reported in 
the D etro it News. Supt. B row ne ll 
announced tha t O ur United States 
w ould s til l be used but tha t he 
had ordered the division o f in ­
struction to prepare supplementary 
m ateria l fo r the use of teachers 
in  the 7th and 8th grade h istory 
classes. This m ateria l w ould be 
ready by the beginning o f the 
February term and would correct 
the errors of the h istory text.

The artic le  said the NAACP was 
“ satisfied”  w ith  the settlement. 
Charles L . Wells, chairman of the 
NAACP Education Committee, 
said, “ I  th in k  the action is reason­
able as long as they le ft the door 
open to get rid  of this book. I
s t i l l  don’t  th in k  i t ’s a good book 

»»

However, R ichard Henry, pres­
ident of GOAL, to ld  me, “ This 
fig h t is not over — not at a ll. We 
won’t  be satisfied u n til a t least 
these m in im al demands are met:

1) “ We have to have a clear 
comm itment from  the Board of 
Education that this supplementary

m ateria l is m andatory  and not 
optional.

2) “ We w ant to be sure that 
th is supplementary m ateria l is 
adequate. We submitted a report 
to the Board in  which we listed 
detailed critic ism  of O ur United 
States. We feel the Board is 
obliged to answer our charges. 
W hat points do they agree w ith? 
W hat points do they th ink  are 
wrong? We want to establish a 
standard by w hich th is supple­
mentary m ateria l can be judged.

3) “ We want a review  com m it­
tee to investigate a ll m ateria l used 
in the public schools in the lig h t 
of our complaints.

4) “ Further, we are not con­
cerned only about the role o f the 
Negro in  the past —  w hat about 
the Negro of today? The chapters 
o f this book dealing w ith  the 
bu ild ing  of democracy in this 
country do not describe the strug­
gle of the Negro to secure the 
vote, to integrate educational fa -

is even more specific concerning 
the huge stakes involved. “ The 
m ineral w ealth of Katanga is 
ve ry  great,”  he says. As his au­
th o r ity  he quotes author Colin 
Legum, who “ says that Katanga 
produces some 8 per cent of the 
w o rld ’s copper, 60 per cent of the 
uran ium  of the Western w orld , 73 
per cent of the w o rld ’s cobalt, 80 
per cent of its  industria l diamonds 
as w ell as im portan t quantities of 
gold, zinc, manganese, and many 
other rare metals.

“ A lthough Katanga has only 12 
per cent of the population of the 
Congo,”  he adds, “ i t  produces 60 
per cent of the revenues. The m in ­
ing w ealth of Katanga is controlled 
in the main by Belgian and B ritish  
interests, though there are some 
Am erican shareholders.”  

“ Hogwash”
I f  you want to know what a ll 

the fig h tin g  is about in the Congo 
you have i t  in  cold facts and f ig ­
ures. The claim  that Washington 
is im pelled to come to the aid of 
the- Congolese because o f the 
threat o f “ communist”  in filtra tio n  
is so much hogwash. Nobody be­
lieves i t  bu t the boobs. And the 
hard-headed business tycoons of 
B rita in , Belgium  and France are 
not about to be taken in  by A m er­
ican boob-bait.

From  the beginning, Belgian 
and B ritish  policy, aided by 
French im peria lis t interests, aimed 
at fragm enting the new ly formed 
Congo Republic. They encouraged 
and supported the Katanga seces­
sionist movement. Moise Tshombe 
was the ir man. Financed by the 
revenues contributed by the Union 
M inière, Tshombe gathered to ­
gether an arm y of mercenaries 
recru ited from  the dregs of Eu­
ropean society. W ith  this gang of 
cut-throats to bolster his de­
fiance, he was able to successfully 
challenge the central au thority  of 
the new ly  elected Congolese par­
liam ent, headed by P rim e M in is te r 
Patrice Lumumba.

W ithou t Katanga and its riches 
the Congo federation could not

cilities, to use public services'such 
as bus term inals on an equal basis 
w ith  whites. This fig h t is com­
pletely le ft out. The fact tha t 
Negroes are figh ting  to b ring  a ll 
these things about should be 
taught. We can’ t deal w ith  the 
story o f democracy w ithou t deal­
ing w ith  th is fig h t.”

M r. H enry described to me some 
tentative plans his organization is 
w ork ing  out in case the Board 
does not satisfy its demands. 
“ We’re th ink ing  of having a ja m - 
in  at the Board meeting and, i f  
these matters aren’t  cleared up by 
next term, we arc considering 
pu lling  our children out of school.”  

He is convinced tha t i f  enough 
pressure is put on the school board 
and the publishers, good textbooks 
w il l  be p rin ted  and used. “ I f  the 
South can influence the publishers 
to p rin t bad textbooks, we can 
convince these same publishers 
that they had better p r in t good 
textbooks.”

W ere You Puzzled?

... U.S. Uses UN as Front in Congo Grab
^uuiuiucu liuiu rage i j

plores that “ B rita in , standing by 
and seeing Katanga trampled, 
must expect to lose its last friends 
on the dark continent. For in this 
ris ing and foreseeable crisis our 
leaders should have insisted that 
the v ic to r of Cuba is not always 
rig h t.”

When i t  comes to matters of 
plunder and pe lf the question of 
“ r ig h t”  or “ w rong”  is irre levant, 
as the B ritish  ru lin g  class taught 
in  its im peria l heyday. In  the 
lexicon o f capita list im peria lism  it  
is power tha t decides. “ M igh t 
makes r ig h t”  is the watchword of 
im peria lis t aggrandizement. The 
“ v ic to r o f Cuba”  made th is amply 
clear in the recent announcement 
re ta in ing a monopoly of nuclear 
power fo r the U.S. and assigning 
its partners in  Europe a subor­
dinate ro le in  w orld  affairs.

The American colossus sees in  
A frica  a vast area fo r the export 
of capital, a grow ing m arket fo r 
its  commodities and, last, bu t not 
least, a huge reservoir o f m inera l 
riches and other raw  m ateria ls to 
feed the insatiable maw of Am er­
ican industry. And the richest 
prize in  the whole of A frica  is the 
Congo.

The Nov. 1960 issue of Fortune  
magazine, noted tha t the Congo 
has already “ disgorged a vast 
treasure of copper, tin , cobalt, 
manganese, zinc, industria l d ia ­
monds and uranium .”  U ranium ! 
That is the s tu ff out o f w hich 
power is forged in th is atomic 
age. The plundered w ealth of the 
Congo, Basil Davidson, an author­
ity  on A frica , recounts in  a recent­
ly  published book, provided the 
cornerstone of the Belgian cap­
ita lis t order.

“ There is general agreement,”  he 
says, “ that i t  was from  the Congo 
during  the years of ‘p r im itive  ac­
cum ulation’ —  and here the term  
is most abundantly jus tified  — 
tha t the foundations of Belgian 
capita lism  were b u ilt.”

W alter Lippm ann, w rit in g  in  his 
Washington Post column, Jan. 3,

exist as a nation. Lumum ba ap­
pealed to the United Nations fo r 
aid in  ridd ing  the country o f 
Tshombe’s mercenaries. By th is 
tim e Lumum ba had been tagged 
as a “ comm unist”  fo r appealing to 
the Soviet Union fo r aid a fte r the 
Western powers had turned h im  
down. On Sept. 5, 1960, he was 
“ deposed”  by Congolese President 
Kasavubu in a coup engineered by 
the im perialists. He was replaced 
by Colonel (la te r General) Mo­
butu who took over w ith  the sup­
port of the Western powers.

Patrice L iim um ba, the only 
leader w ith  real popular support, 
was cold-bloodedly murdered 
w hile  the UN Mission stood by and 
blinked. M obutu won the g ra ti­
tude of the im peria lists by ex­
pe lling the Soviet representatives. 
The Congo had been “ saved”  fo r 
the “ Free W orld .”  The du ly  elect­
ed Congolese parliam ent was sent 
packing w ith  the promise that i t  
would be recalled at a more pro­
p itious time.

A fte r extended d ip lom atic man­
euvering both w ith in  and w ithou t 
the UN, the Congolese Parliam ent 
was recalled and gave its backing 
to a new government of “ national 
union,”  headed by a spineless Leo­
po ldv ille  po litic ian  named C y rille  
Adoula. B u t the parliam entary 
m a jo rity  was s til l Lum um bist, 
ju s t as i t  was when firs t elected. 
Adoula called upon the U N  to 
carry out the Security Council re­
solution of Feb. 21, 1961 fo r the 
removal o f Tshombe’s European 
advisers and mercenaries.

This is the background of the 
current po litica l and m ilita ry  de- 

. velopments in  the Congo. When 
Adoula, who is acknowledged to 
be W ashington’s man in the Congo, 
ran in to  stiffen ing  resistance, he 
sim ply announced tha t Parliam ent 
would be adjourned u n til M arch 
1, by w hich tim e the riva l im ­
peria lis t gangs would, he hoped, 
have worked out a d iv is ion of the 
spoils. Thus are the people o f the 
“ dark continent”  to be given an

lesson in omrvnromr

Detroit's Schoolbook Fight

'GOAL' Assails Anti-Negro Texts
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USSR vs. China— Argument and Rebuttal
The only choice before mankind 

in our tim e is: peaceful co-ex­
istence or devastating war. B u t no 
people of any country needs a 
m ilita ry  catastrophe. A  new war, 
i f  i t  is perm itted to start, would 
k i l l  people by the m illions, re ­
gardless of na tiona lity  and proper­
ty status. Consequently, there is 
only one a lternative: peaceful
co-exisience. And th is means re ­
nunciation of w ar among states as 
a means of settling in ternational 
disputes, the ir solution through 
negotiation . . .

Among the ru lin g  circles of the 
United States there are some po­
litic ians who are r ig h tly  called 
“ madmen.”  The “ madmen”  insist­
ed and insist now on s tarling  w ar 
as soon as possible against the 
Soviet Union and the countries of 
the Socialist camp. Is i t  not clear 
that had we taken an uncompro­
mising position, we would have 
only helped the camp of the “ mad­
men”  to take advantage of the 
situation in  order to s trike  a blow 
at  Cuba and touch o ff a w orld  
war?

For the sake of justice i t  should 
be noted that among the leading 
circles of the U nited States are 
also some people who take a more 
sane view  of the s ituation and, 
considering the present balance of 
forces in  the internationa l arena, 
realize that, had the United States 
touched o ff a war, i t  w ould not 
w in  it, and would fa il to achieve 
its purpose . . .

The critics o f a peaceful settle­
ment of the conflic t say that, don’t 
you see, one cannot believe words 
of the United States, tha t h istory

knows many instances when trea­
ties have been violated. Yes, his­
to ry  knows such instances, bu t i f  
one proceeds only from  this, then 
one must acknowledge that peo­
ple now have no other prospect 
except reciprocal exterm ination. 
To assert th is means w ittin g ly  or 
u n w ittin g ly  taking to the road of 
m ilita rism , to regard w ar as the 
only method of settling disputes.

A re internationa l disputes rea lly  
bound to be settled through w ar 
and not through negotiations? No, 
the preaching of the settlement 
of disputes between states through 
w ar is madness, w hich can hold 
out only suffering and calam ity 
fo r the peoples. I t  has nothing in  
common w ith  the teaching of 
M arx and Lenin. I t  is tantamount 
to denying the significance of in ­
ternational treaties and agreements, 
denying the p rinc ip le  of peaceful 
co-existence. Reasonable standards 
of in ternational relations exist and 
we must not underm ine but 
strengthen them. Cursing does not 
settle disputed issues . . .

“Trotskyite Positions”
Some dogmatics have slided 

[s ic] to T ro tsky ite  positions and 
are prodding the Soviet Union and 
other Socialist countries to the 
course of unleashing w orld  war. 
They would like  to impose the 
same k ind  of provocative policy 
tha t T rotsky had followed in  his 
time. C learly, the A lbanian lead­
ers and those who are goading 
them on, have lost fa ith  in  the 
possib ility  of v ic to ry  o f socialism 
w ithou t w ar between states, and 
possib ility  they never understood 
such a possibility, in  the belief 
tha t only through war, by destroy­
ing m illions o f human beings is i t  
possible to a rrive  at com m unism ... 
They are c learly disappointed that 
a thermonuclear w ar was not 
touched off, that the peoples, 
having passed a dangerous crisis, 
are liv in g  and w ork ing  in  the 
conditions of peace. And because 
of tha t they are c ritic iz ing  our 
party, our Government, slinging 
mud by the bucket at the Soviet 
Union, at the Soviet people . . .

And so i t  happens that, on the 
one hand, w ar is eagerly desired 
by the aggressive adventurist 
forces of im peria lism , the mad­
men who have lost the hope tha t 
capitalism  can hold its own in 
peaceful competition w ith  social­
ism, and, on the other, attempts 
are made to push the develop­
ments in  the same direction by 
people who call themselves M a rx -

It Was Reported in the Press
Skybolt —  Last month, w hile  

President Kennedy was announc­
ing cancellation of the Skybolt 
missile program allegedly to save 
the taxpayers some money large 
ads appeared in  Time, Newsweek 
and Fortune  w hich declared: “ A ir  
Force Skybolt is expected to be 
one of Am erica’s most pow erfu l 
deterrent weapons. This a ir-  
launched ba llis tic  m issile w i l l  save 
b illions in taxes by extending the 
useful life  of our B-52 and B ritish  
Vulcan bombers.”  The ads were 
placed by Douglas A irc ra ft, man­
u facturer of Skybolt, and w il l  be 
paid fo r by the taxpayers since 
the cost of the ads is s im ply added 
to Douglas’ b i l l  to the A ir  Force.

L ike  A t F ire  Sales? — “ L A K E ­
LA N D , F la , Jan. 2 (A P ) —  More 
than 90 per cent of F lo rida ’s early 
and mid-season orange crop was 
damaged by the Dec. 12-13 freeze 
. . . Some of the damaged f r u it  is 
s ti l l  usuable, however, even on the 
fresh f r u it  m arket.”

O r Leeches W ithout Blood —
Addressing the Investm ent Bank­
ers Ass’n, Lam m ot du Pont Cope­
land, president o f guess w hat 
corporation, complained b itte r ly

tha t the w ord “ p ro fits ”  is “ per­
haps the most misunderstood term 
in  our whole economic g lossary... 
the most s ign ificant m isunder­
standing relates to the importance 
of p ro fits  in  our system. Im ­
portance is, indeed, too weak a 
word. W ithou t pro fits, our system 
lite ra lly  cannot be maintained 
anymore than man can survive 
w ithou t oxygen.”

By or Of? —  The F B I reported 
a 25 per cent increase in  bank 
robberies in  1962.

Raters Rated —  The Federal 
Trade Commission reported Jan. 
2 that i t  had accused three audi­
ence measuring firm s of m isrep­
resenting the accuracy of radio and 
television ratings. Each company 
was charged w ith  c la im ing e rro r- 
free techniques when actua lly such 
ratings are estimates. The com­
panies agreed to re fra in  from  such 
practices.

O ut of Sight, O ut of M ind  —  The
M issouri House of Representatives 
has adopted new rules banishing 
reporters to a d im ly  l i t  fou rth  floo r 
gallery where i t  is almost impos­
sible to observe House proceedings

Peking's Position

ist-Lenin ists, bu t who actua lly are 
dogmatists who do not believe in 
the possib ility  of the v ic to ry  of 
socialism and communism in  the 
conditions of peaceful co-existence 
w ith  capitalism. Both the form er 
and the la tte r w ant to prod his­
to ry  to a new war, to decide the 
question of the v ic to ry  of com­
munism or capitalism  through war, 
by a way in w hich m illions upon 
m illions of people w ould be 
k ille d  . . . .

w ithou t standing up and leaning 
over a bannister.

A  Distinction — A  spokesman 
fo r the Am erican A v ia tion  H is­
to rica l Society w rote a m ild ly  re ­
proachfu l le tte r to the Dec. 10 
issue of A via tion  Weekly po in ting 
out tha t in  a previous issue photos 
of South Vietnamese planes had 
been incorrectly  iden tified  as U.S. 
planes. He noted tha t the mistake 
was easily made since they were 
fo rm erly  U.S. planes tha t s till bore 
N avy Bureau numbers and tha t 
the Vietnamese insignia was the 
same as that of the U.S. w ith  a 
d iffe ren t color combination. When 
the a irc ra ft a rrive  in  V ietnam 
th e ir insignias are sim ply painted 
over w ith  the new colors.

W hen the S p irit Moves Them  —
“ The West likes to th in k  i t  is de­
fending sp iritua l values against 
communism. B u t the only places 
where a ba ttle -line  has been 
th row n up against the ra ther 
haphazard Communist advances 
are where economic or m ilita ry  
interests of the West are d irec tly  
at stake.”  —  Decatur (111.) Sun­
day H erald  & Review.

In  the fin a l analysis, the stand 
taken by T og lia tti and certain 
other CPI leaders boils down to 
this —  the people of the capita list 
countries should not make rev­
olutions, the oppressed nations 
should not wage struggles to w in  
liberation, and the people of the 
w orld  should not fig h t against im ­
peria lism  . . .

In  the course of the struggle to 
defend w orld  peace, i t  is neces­
sary to enter in to  negotiations on 
one issue or another w ith  the gov­
ernments of the im peria lis t coun­
tries, includ ing the Government 
of the United States, fo r the p u r­
pose of easing in ternationa l ten­
sion, reaching some k ind of com­
promise, and a rr iv in g  at certain 
agreements, subject to the p r in ­
ciple tha t such compromises and 
agreements must not damage the 
fundam ental interests of the peo­
ple.

“ M isrepresent V iew po in t”
However, w o rld  peace can never 

be achieved by negotiations alone. 
And in  no circumstances must we 
pin our hopes on im peria lism  and 
divorce ourselves from  the strug­
gles of the masses. Those who at­
tack the Chinese Communist P ar­
ty  misrepresent th is correct v iew ­
poin t of ours as showing lack of 
fa ith  in  the possib ility  o f ave rt­
ing a w orld  war. As a m atter of 
fact, they themselves have no fa ith  
in  the possib ility  of preventing 
w o rld  w ar by re ly ing  on the 
strength of the masses and the ir 
struggles and they are opposed to 
re ly ing  on the masses and the ir 
struggles . . .

The Chinese Communist P arty  
holds that the struggle fo r the de­
fense of w o rld  peace supports, is 
supported by and indeed is inse­
parable from  the national libe ra ­
tion  movements and the people’s 
revo lu tionary struggles in  various 
countries. The national liberation 
movements and the people’s rev­
o lu tionary struggles are a power­
fu l force weakening the im peria l- 
i st forces of w ar and defending 
w orld  peace. The more the na­
tiona l liberation movements and 
the revo lu tionary struggles of the 
people develop, the better fo r the 
defense of w o rld  peace.

“ Correct View'”
In  branding this correct view  

of ours as “ w arlike ,”  those who 
attack the Chinese Communist 
P arty  are, in  fact, placing the 
struggle in  defense of w orld  peace 
in  opposition to the movements 
of national liberation, the people’s 
revo lu tionary struggle, and in  op­
position to wars of national libera­
tion  and people’s revo lu tionary 
wars . . .

Facts have shown tha t every 
v ic to ry  fo r the national libe ra ­
tion movement and fo r the rev­
o lu tionary str uggle of the people 
h its at and weakens the im peria l­
is t forces of w ar and strengthens 
and increases the peace forces of 
the w orld. To take the stand of 
fearing revolution, of opposing 
revolution, results in  setbacks and 
defeats fo r  the national liberation 
movements and the people’s rev­
o lu tionary cause and th is w il l  only 
damage peace forces and heighten 
the danger tha t the im perialists 
w il l  s tart a w o rld  w ar . . .

The aim o f th is [the Chinese] 
stand is precisely the effective 
prevention of a w o rld  w ar and 
the preservation of w o rld  peace... 
We persist in  th is correct policy 
precisely because we are deeply 
convinced that i t  is possible to 
prevent a w orld  w ar by re ly ing  
on the combined struggle o f a ll 
the forces mentioned above . . .

The Chinese Communist Party  
has consistently held tha t nuclear 
weapons have unprecedented de­
structive  power and tha t i t  w ould 
be an unprecedented calam ity fo r 
m ankind i f  nuclear w a r should

break out. I t  is precisely fo r th is 
reason tha t we have always called 
fo r a complete ban on nuclear 
weapons, tha t is a tota l ban on the 
testing, manufacture, stockpiling, 
and use of nuclear weapons . . . .

The allegations tha t the Chinese 
Communist P arty  understimates 
the destructiveness of nuclear 
weapons and wants to drag the 
w orld  in to  a nuclear w a r are 
absurd slanders . . .

On the question of weapons and 
nuclear war, the f irs t d ifference 
between us and those who attack 
the Chinese Communist P arty  is- 
whether or not the fundam ental 
M arx is t-Len in is t princip les . on 
w ar and peace have become “ ou t- 
of-date”  since the emergence of 
nuclear weapons . . .

We hold tha t the emergence o f 
nuclear weapons has not changed 
and cannot change the funda­
mental M arx is t-Len in is t theory 
w ith  regard to w ar and peace. In  
rea lity , the numerous wars tha t 
have broken out since the ap­
pearance of nuclear weapons have 
a ll been the continuation of po l­
itics, and we s ti l l have ju s t arid 
un just wars . . .

The v ic to ry  of the Chinese Rev­
o lu tion and the great victories of 
the peoples of Korea, V ie t-N am , 
Cuba, A lgeria, and other countries 
in  the ir revo lu tionary struggles, 
were a ll won at a tim e when U.S. 
im peria lism  possessed nuclear 
weapons . . .  In  the end the nu­
clear teeth o f im peria lism , and 
whatever other teeth i t  m ay have, 
w il l  be consigned by the people o f 
the w orld  to the museum o f his­
tory, together w ith  im peria lism  
itse lf . . .

“ F igh t Together”
In  the present situation, i t  is 

possible to prevent im peria lism  
from  launching a new w o rld  war, 
i f  a ll the peace-loving forces o f 
the w o rld  un ite  in to  a broad in ­
ternational an ti-im pe ria lis t un ited 
fro n t and fig h t together. B u t i t  is 
one th ing  to prevent a w o rld  w a r 
and another to elim inate a ll 
wars . .. Oppressed nations and op­
pressed peoples are bound to rise 
in  revolution. When im peria lism  
and the reactionaries employ 
armed force to suppress revo lu­
tion, i t  is inevitable  tha t c iv il wars 
and national libera tion  wars w i l l  
occur . . .

How can one possibly in te r­
pret the resolute support w hich 
the Chinese people gave to the 
Cuban people in  the ir struggle 
against in ternationa l inspection 
and in  defense of the ir sovereign­
ty  as meaning tha t China was op­
posed to peaceful co-existence o r 
wanted to plunge others in to  a 
therm onuclear war? Does th is  
mean tha t China, also, should 
have applied pressure on Cuba to 
force i t  to accept in ternationa l in ­
spection, and that only by so doing 
would China have conformed to 
this so-called "peaceful co-ex­
istence” ? . . .

“ Have Made I t  C lear”
On more than one occasion we 

have made i t  clear tha t we neither 
called fo r the establishment of 
missile bases in  Cuba nor ob­
structed the w ithd raw a l o f the so- 
called “ offensive weapons”  from  
Cuba. We have never considered 
tha t i t  was a M arx is t-Len in is t a t­
titude  to brandish nuclear weapons 
as a way of settling in te rnationa l 
disputes. Nor have we ever con­
sidered that the avoidance o f a 
therm onuclear w ar in  the C arib­
bean crisis was a “ M unich.”  W hat 
we did strongly oppose, s t i l l  
s trongly oppose and w il l  s trongly 
opposfe in  the fu tu re  is the sacri­
fice of another country ’s sover­
eignty as a means of reaching a 
compromise w ith  im peria lism . A  
compromise of th is  sort can on ly 
be regarded as 100 per cent ap­
peasement, a “ M unich”  pure and 
sim ple . . »

The follow ing excerpts are  
from  tw o documents which  
are —  up to this date —  the 
most authoritative and de­
fin itiv e  statements by the 
respective sides in the Mos- 
cow -Peking dispute.

The firs t is the Dec. 12 
speech of Soviet P rim e M in ­
ister N ik ita  Khrushchev, 
translated by the Soviet M is ­
sion to the U N . In  this 
Khrushchev defended his 
policies in  the recent Cuban 
crises against critics w ith in  
the w orld ’s Communist p a r­
ties. H e specifies only the 
Albanian Communist Party, 
but his references to the 
Chinese are th in ly  veiled.

The second document is a 
long editorial in  the Dec. 31 
P ek ing  P eople ’s D a ily , p rin ­
cipal newspaper of the C h i­
nese Communist Party. The  
fu ll text of this editorial ap­
peared in translation in  the 
Jan. 3 W ash ing ton  Post. The  
Chinese document does not 
m ention the Soviet CP by 
name, but addresses itself d i­
rectly to Palm iro  Togliatti, 
head of the Communist P ar­
ty  of Ita ly  and a supporter 
of Khrushchev, who openly 
criticized the Chinese at the 
C P I Congress in  Rome last 
month.

Both documents deal w ith  
a num ber of questions. The  
excerpts below concern only  
Khrushchev’s attack on the  
Communist critics of his ac­
tions in the Cuban crisis and 
the Chinese answer to these 
allegations. O ther excerpts 
from  Khrushchev’s speech 
w ere printed and discussed in  
articles in T he M il i ta n t  of 
Dec. 24.

Khrushchev

Moscow's Position 'Great Debate' 
In New Stage
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Seek Indictment 
Of Georgia Cop 
In SNCC Cases
SASSER, Ga., Jan. 3 —  A  Sasser 

policeman faces federal charges of 
v io la ting  the c iv il righ ts of three 
fie ld  workers from  the Student 
Nonvio lent Co-ordinating Com m it­
tee by forc ing them to leave tow n 
during  a drive  to register Negro 
voters.

U nited States A tto rney Floyd M. 
Bu fo rd  said he has file d  a c rim ina l 
in fo rm ation  against Denver Edgar 
Short, Sr., the policeman. Buford 
said Short is charged w ith  six 
counts of depriv ing citizens of 
constitu tional rights. Short, who 
fire d  a p isto l a t a car fu l l  o f SNCC 
workers d riv in g  in  Sasser, is 
charged w ith  “ ille g a lly  arresting 
Ralph Waldo A llen , W illie  Paul 
Berein, Jr., and P rath ia  L a u r- 
anne H a ll,”  a ll SNCC s ta ff mem­
bers. Berein, a student at A tlan ta ’s 
C la rk  College, who worked fo r 
SNCC last summer and during the 
Christmas holidays, said tha t 
Short arrested the occupants of 
the car, placed them in  the Sasser 
ja i l  from  where they were trans­
ferred to a ja i l  in  Dawson. There 
they were held five  hours and 
released.

Sasser is in  T e rre ll County, the 
scene o f the f irs t vo ting  su it under 
the 1957 C iv il R ights Act. The 
Atlanta-based SNCC has been 
conducting vote drives there and 
in  Lee, Baker, and Dougherty 
Counties fo r  a year and a ha lf. 
SNCC workers have repeatedly 
been arrested and harassed by 
local law  officers. Four churches 
in  the area have been burned. 
Two SNCC sta ff members were 
shot by  n igh t riders th is summer. 
T e rre ll County S h e riff Z. T. M a t­
thews to ld  newsmen last Ju ly  
tha t “ we w ant our colored people 
to go in  l iv in g  like  they have fo r 
the past 100 years.”

D R. L IN U S  P A U L IN G , the 
noted scientist, is among 
those calling fo r picket lines 
to protest A nti-D efam ation  
League’s “democratic legacy” 
aw ard to Pres. Kennedy  
w hile  he refuses to stop fed ­
eral prosecution of Negro 
journalist W illia m  W orthy. 
Charged w ith  returning  to 
his native U.S. from  Cuba 
w ithout a passport, W orthy ’s 
real “crim e” was fa ir  report­
ing of w hat he saw in  Cuba. 
In  N ew  Y o rk  pickets w ill 
protest the undeserved award  
to Kennedy from  noon t i l l  
2 p.m., Jan. 15, at A D L  office, 
Madison Ave. and 53rd St. S i­
multaneous demonstrations 
w ill take place in  eight other 
cities. Joining in  the call fo r 
this protest are James B a l­
dw in, Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, 
Dorothy D ay, D avid  D e llin ­
ger, Lorra ine Hansberry, 
Conrad Lynn and A va Helen  
Pauling.

In  Chicago the demonstra­
tion w ill be held Jan. 15 at 
343 S. Dearborn.

Picketline in Boston Protests 
"God and Country" Conclave

On Sunday, Jan. 6, various 
r ig h tis t groups held a “ God and 
C ountry”  ra lly  at the S ta tle r- 
H ilto n  hotel in  Boston. The Na­
tiona l Association fo r the A d ­
vancement o f Colored People and 
other organizations called fo r a 
p icket line  at the hotel in  opposi­
tion  to the u ltra - r ig h t gathering.

The ra lly  was organized by Mrs. 
Anna G. M cK inny, an o ffic ia l of 
the John B irch  Society in  Dedham, 
Mass., and by tw o policemen from  
the Boston area, also members of 
the B irch  o u tfit. O f the 24 o ffic ia l 
sponsors of the ra lly , 17 are 
B irchites, according to Mrs. 
Melnea Cass, president o f the local 
NAACP.

Pickets assembled at 10 a.m. and 
a continuous line  was maintained 
u n til 6 p.m. The size of the line  
was kept at 50 to 100, w ith  over 
150 at the height o f the picketing. 
The spearhead of the line  was the 
large Negro contingent, which 
comprised about 35 per cent of 
the demonstration. CORE, the 
U n ita rian  Fellowship on Social 
Justice, members o f the Greater 
Boston Labor Council, and many 
interested youth jo ined the line  
in  add ition to the NAACP.

The righ tis ts  had planned fo r
5,000 partic ipants in  the ir ra lly , 
b u t they had on ly 1,000 to ta l regis­
trants, and many of th e ir speakers 
faced audiences of only a couple 
hundred. They a ttribu ted  the bad 
tu rnou t to  “ adverse pub lic ity .”

A  featured speaker was B illy  
James Hargis o f the Christian 
Crusade. Mrs. Cass, in  a statement 
given out at the p icket line, char­
acterized M r. Hargis as a “ rabid 
segregationist.”  She quoted a sen­
tence from  a pam phlet on segrega­
tion  by Hargis: “ I t  is m y opinion 
tha t God ordained segregation.”

Robert Welch, founder o f the 
John B irch  Society, introduced 
Congressman Rousselot o f C a lifo r­
nia, d irector o f the Western d iv i­
sion o f the Society. In  addition to 
the John B irch  Society and the 
C hristian Crusade, partic ipa ting  
organizations included the Young 
Americans fo r Freedom, the C ul­
pepper M inute  Men, Am erica’s 
Future, Inc., and others. Form er 
Secretary of A g ricu ltu re  Ezra T a ft 
Benson and the other speakers de­
nounced integration, labor, social­
ized medicine, and the “ Socialist- 
Communist conspiracy.”

“ A ti-L a b o r”
Lawrence Sullivan, secretary- 

treasurer o f the Greater Boston 
Labor Council, said tha t the speak­
ers were “ vic iously an ti-labor.”  In  
a statement to the press he de­
clared “ To be anti-race is to be 
an ti-labo r and vice versa.”

Pickets carried signs reading 
“ M r. Hargis don’t  hide your hate 
behind our flag,”  “ Segregation 
hurts Am erica,”  “ Hargis says seg­
regation is O .K .K .K .,”  etc.

One aspect o f the demonstration 
which marred its  effectiveness was 
a pronounced and extraneous a n ti­
communism. Both on some o f the 
p icket signs and in  Mrs. Cass’ 
statement, J. Edgar Hoover was 
quoted as an au tho rity  on com­
munism. Instead of standing up to 
the w itch-hunters as did the W o­
men’s S trike  fo r Peace spokesmen 
at the HUAC hearings, the organ­
izers o f the demonstration allowed 
themselves to  be sidetracked in to  
the k in d  of th ink ing  on w hich the 
u ltra -r ig h t feeds. The m a jo rity  of 
the pickets, however, were sin­
cerely opposed to the racism and 
inc ip ien t fascism w h ich  they saw 
in  the ra lly .

The Dec. 10 M ilita n t reported 
how a psychologically disturbed 
U.S. airm an had threatened to 
com m it suicide by detonating an 
armed nuclear bomb. The near­
accident occurred back in 1958, 
although the Pentagon did not 
adm it the tru th  of the story u n til 
th is past November. Even then, 
the place of the event and other 
particu lars were kept from  the 
public as “ classified in fo rm ation.”

Thanks to the B ritish  labor 
weekly, Tribune, we now have the 
facts as to w hat happened and 
where. In  October, 1958, at the 
Strategic A ir  Command base in 
N orfo lk  Township, Sculthorpe, 
England, Master Sergeant Cun­
ningham, a nuclear-weapons tech­
nician, ca re fu lly  armed a hydrogen 
bomb, climbed the rafters over it, 
and threatened to explode i t  by 
shooting in to  i t  w ith  his .45 caliber 
pistol.

Cunningham demanded tha t his 
immediate commanding officers 
be lined up next to the bomb so 
tha t he could take some o f his 
troubles w ith  him . These officers 
were in fact brought down to the 
bomb.

The base was im m ediately put 
under emergency restrictions and 
a large area cordoned o ff. News­
papermen h a lf a m ile  away were 
to ld  to draw  the b linds and to 
hug the floor. People from  the 
tow n were turned back from  the 
base and to ld tha t an airm an was 
threatening to take his life .

I t  took eight nerve-w racking 
hours to ta lk  Cunningham out of 
his nuclear suicide plan. A fte r 
Cunningham had been taken in to  
custody, Captain J. W. P la in tikow , 
the base in fo rm ation  officer, 
denied local rum ors tha t a nuclear 
bomb had been involved. The 
rum ors persisted, however, and 
w hat was common knowledge in  
the v illage was fin a lly  confirm ed 
last November by the Department 
o f Defense.

“ That i t  was a hydrogen bomb 
is certain,”  says the Dec. 7 T rib ­
une. “ A  15-megaton H-bom b 
w ould create a fire b a ll 4.4 m iles 
in  diameter, destroy everyth ing 
w ith in  a diameter o f 10.6 miles,

A  B R IT IS H  D E M O N S T R A T O R  is dragged away from  the site of 
a proposed U.S. missile base near Sw affham  in  northeast England. 
About 50 miles away is the U.S. Strategic Bom ber base w hich a 
crazed G I held in  his power fo r eight hours w h ile  he threatened  
to commit suicide by setting o ff an H -bom b.

severely damage and k i l l  in  a band 
six miles w ide around the central 
area of destruction and cause 
lesser damage in  a fu rth e r eleven 
m ile belt. Dangerous, and per­
haps lethal, fa llo u t w ould occur 
some 250 miles from  the center of 
the explosion.”

I t  is clear w hy the U.S. Defense 
Departm ent w ithhe ld  such in ­
form ation from  the w orld . That a 
berserk U.S. a irm an could en­
danger m illions of people in  a 
fore ign country because of the 
presence o f a U.S. nuclear-wea­
pons base in  tha t country would 
heighten the popular feeling

against the U.S. bases throughout 
the w orld . This w ould  be espe­
c ia lly  true  in  England where w ide­
spread opposition to nuclear wea­
pons and testing and to the pre­
sence o f U.S. bases had been man­
ifested by large and m ilita n t p ro­
test demonstrations.

The B ritish  newspapers were 
“ lied to”  and “ hoodwinked”  says 
Tribune, and asks, “ To w hat ex­
tent are journa lis ts  s t i l l  being 
gagged (an o ffic ia l denial o f the 
tru th  amounts to gagging) by 
U nited States m ilita ry  authorities 
in  th is country? Have there been 
more Cunningham incidents?”

Proposed Roads for Negro Struggle
DETROIT, Jan. 4 —  The F r i­

day N igh t Socialist Forum  cele­
brated the centennial o f the 
Emancipation Proclamation to­
n igh t w ith  a symposium on the 
fu tu re  o f the Negro struggle. A  
capacity audience heard the views 
of George Breitm an, Reginald 
W ilson and Rev. A lb e rt Cleague.

Breitm an, the f irs t speaker, saw 
events since 1960 as evidence of 
the radicalization o f the Negro 
people. The ir struggle is becom­
ing  more independent, he said, and 
th is  im portan t development was 
the precursor of, as w e ll as a goad 
to, the reassertion of independence 
by the labor movement. The effect 
o f Negroes bu ild ing  an independ­
ent movement based on the ir own 
program w ould be to d iv ide and 
shake up the w h ite  population. 
This was an im portan t strategic 
and tactica l consideration fo r the 
Negro people, who —  since they 
constitute on ly about one-ninth of 
the to ta l U.S. population —  w il l  
need allies among the w h ite  peo­
ple.

W ilson lampooned the Negro 
protagonists o f “ o ffic ia l society”  
who present a rosy p icture  o f the 
Negro people’s s ituation in  1963. 
He singled out Ralph Bunche fo r 
his “ patronizing”  speech at Ho­
w ard U n ive rs ity  and his attack on 
the Muslims at the N AAC P con­
vention.

W ilson argued tha t Negroes are 
not bound by any hard-and-fast 
line  in  th e ir struggle. He expressed 
confidence tha t through th is they

w ould develop an ideology. W hat 
is im portant, he said, is w hat they 
are figh ting  for. He declared: “ I f  
a ll the buses and lunch counters 
were integrated, and i f  a ll the 
Negro people were registered to 
vote, they w ould s t i l l  not have 
freedom.”  This drew  an apprecia­
tive  response from  the audience.

Rev. Cleague jes ting ly  disasso­
ciated h im self from  the tw o pre­
ceding speakers by re fe rring  to 
Bre itm an as “ a ll b ra in ”  and W il­
son as “ too detached.”  He said that 
the Negro needs to believe in  the 
fact of struggle against a to ta l 
w h ite  c iv iliza tion , tha t he needs 
emotional comm itment to this 
struggle. As an example o f the i l lu ­
sions Negroes s ti l l  have about 
equality, he described the experi­
ence o f a friend  w ith  im portan t 
connections in  the com m unity who 
went to buy a house from  a w h ite  
woman in  West D etro it. She open­
ed the door, looked at h im , said, 
“ I  am not selling to Negroes,”  and 
slammed the door in  his face.

Such experiences are creating a 
new Negro, Cleague said. The 
Negro is learn ing tha t “ he is op­
pressed because he has been sys­
tem atica lly  deprived o f opportu­
n ity  fo r 100 years.”  Cleague fe lt 
tha t on ly a power struggle, such 
as the youth are conducting in  
the South, w i l l  gain the Negro fu l l  
equality.

The varied views o f the speakers 
evoked a liv e ly  discussion period, 
w ith  the audience and speakers 
reaching agreement on some

points, such as Am erican Negroes’ 
pride in  the independence o f the 
new nations of A frica , and dis­
agreement on others, such as the 
relationship between whites and 
Negroes in  the c iv il-r ig h ts  strug­
gle.

Cleague and W ilson agreed tha t 
Rev. M a rtin  L u the r K in g ’s non­
v io len t methods were o f p rim a ry  
importance. Cleague asserted there 
was no answer to a s it- in . “ A ll  
they can do is shoot you, and 
you’re free then.”  He said tha t 
K in g ’s call fo r an economic boy­
cott o f businesses, w h ich  dis­
crim inate in  employment, has come 
at the r ig h t moment and has great 
appeal throughout the country.
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