
Poll Shows 64% Against 
A U.S. Attack on Cuba

B y F re d  H als tead

By Jack K atz
N E W  Y O R K , M arch 6 —  The  

m ilitant perseverance of New  Y o rk  
C ity ’s printers achieved an im 
portant breakthrough on M arch 4 
when the lock-out carried on by 
four of the c ity ’s newspapers for 
86 days was breached by the New  
Y ork Post's resumption of pub
lication.

When Typographical Union No. 
6 struck four newspapers in this 
city last Dec. 8, the New York  
Post and other m ajor dailies be
longing to the Publishers’ Asso
ciation shut down in  order to put 
a combined, murderous pressure on 
the union and to blame the p rin t
ers for callously “imposing” a 
news blackout on the public.

Simultaneous w ith  the an
nouncement that the Post would 
resume publication, its owner, 
Dorothy Schiff, resigned from  the 
Publishers’ Association.

On the picket line, the strikers 
greeted the news of the breach in 
the publishers’ ranks w ith  ju b ila 
tion. The publishers could not con
ceal their fury. The ir chief nego
tiator, Am ory Bradford, said Post 
publisher Dorothy Schiff would  
regret her decision. The polit
icians, from  President Kennedy  
on down, who had tried to break 
the strike on the spurious grounds 
that it was intolerable for the 
printers to deprive the people of 
New  Y o rk  of all their newspapers, 
were silent. None of them hailed  
the ending of the news “black
out,” which they had so deplored. 
Nor did they revise their previous 
statements blaming the “black
out” on the strike w ithout any 
mention of a lockout.

Old Pact
Mrs. Schiff was able to resume 

publication at w ill. She merely  
called back her employes and the 
paper is publishing under the old 
contract. A fte r the strike is con
cluded the union w ill negotiate a 
separate, new contract w ith  the 
Post.

In  addition to blowing sky-high  
all the publishers’ propaganda 
claims about the union’s disregard 
for the public and rendering in 
terference by politicians in the 
strike a ll the more d ifficu lt, the 
resumption of publication by the 
Post seriously weakens the pub
lishers’ front. The Post, which used 
to have a press run of 375,000, put 
out an edition of h a lf a m illion  
on M arch 4. These were quickly  
sold out. Should the Post further  
increase its press run it can begin 
to cut seriously into the reader
ship of the other papers. I t  is an 
axiom of the newspaper business 
that i f  people read any dally paper 
for a w hile  and get used to its 
comic strips and other features,

'Natural Law' 
Under Attack?

A lliance for P r o g r e s s  
spokesmen m ay tip  th e ir hats 
to the idea of land reform  
to help a lleviate the misery  
of L a tin  Am erica’s landless. 
B ut a group of legal experts, 
gathered at a Colum bia U n i
versity parley on the prob
lem , takes a dim  view  of such 
reform .

Colum bia L aw  Professor 
H enry P. de Vries glum ly as
sessed L a tin  Am erican de
mands fo r agrarian reform  
as a movement away from  
“ the natura l laws of prop
erty .”

A ttorney V ictor C. Folsom, 
a U nited  F ru it executive, ex
pressed his disturbance at the  
“ indiscrim inate” advocacy of 
agrarian reform  by “naive 
theorists” whom, he suspects, 
are being led by subversive 
elements.

B ertram  Powers

they w ill out of habit continue 
reading it. Thus the publishers of 
those papers still carrying on the 
lockout, who can resume publish
ing whenever they wish, w ill now  
have to balance the possible per
manent loss of circulation to the 
Post against their anti-union feel
ings.

For the four papers which are 
struck —  and two of these are 
evening papers in  the most direct 
competition w ith  the Post —  it  
is a choice between permanent 
loss of circulation or abandonment 
of their original, measly ta k e -it-  
o r-leave-it offer to the union. For 
these to start publishing it  w ill 
mean they w ill have to begin to 
engage in w hat they have so fa r  
avoided —  true collective bargain
ing.

W hat Am ory Bradford, the pub
lishers’ spokesman, meant about 
Mrs. Schiff’s regretting her deci
sion to resume publishing the Post 
could w ell be the action of M acy’s 
and G im bel’s, the city’s two giant 
department stores. They are refus
ing to advertise in the Post. Doro
thy Schiff let the cat out of the  
bag several weeks ago when she 
said the “Madison Avenue crowd” 
was supporting the publishers’ 
adamant stand.

Newspapers derive about 90 per 
cent of their revenue from  adver
tising and only about ten per cent 
from  circulation. The “Madison 
Avenue crowd” are the big ad
vertising agencies.

Since part of the hullabaloo d i-  
(Continued on Page 2)

B y B arry  Sheppard
Even the high unemployment 

rate for the country as a whole 
doesn’t begin to tell the story of 
unemployment among the youth. 
The jobless rate for young people 
is 15 per cent. For the whole 
w orking class, it is 5.8 per cent. 
The situation is even worse among 
young people of racial minorities.

Unemployment among teenagers 
has become such a sore spot that 
even Attorney General Kennedy  
has expressed concern. H e linked  
the rise in unemployment and in 
school drop-outs to the rise in 
juvenile crime. O ver one million  
youth were arrested in 1960.

Kennedy quoted these figures 
to a House committee meeting: 
4.9 per cent of the w orking class 
is unemployed in Los Angeles and 
23 per cent of the w orking youth 
are idle. In  New  Y ork City, 18 
per cent of workers under 21 are 
out of work.

M any young people, especially 
those racially oppressed, face the 
fu ture w ith  cynicism and despair. 
They see no reason for staying 
in school when school opens no 
avenues for them. M any drop out

G REENW O O D, Miss., M arch 1
—  James Travis, a 20-year-old  
field secretary for the Student 
Nonviolent Co-ordinating Com
mittee, was gunned last night by 
three w hite men and is in a hos
p ital in critical condition.

Travis is in the University Hos
p ital in Jackson w ith a shoulder 
wound and a flattened bullet 
lodged near his spine at the base 
of his neck.

Robert Moses, director of 
SNCC’s Mississippi voter registra
tion project, and Randolph B lack- 
w ell, field  director of the A tlan ta- 
based Voter-Education Project, 
were riding w ith  Travis on a high
w ay outside of Greenwood. Three  
w hite men followed them in an 
untagged w hite Buick.

The three whites opened fire  on 
the Negroes w ith  pistols. Bullets 
smashed both front windows. 
Travis, the driver of the car, 
shouted that he had been hit. 
Moses grabbed the wheel and 
brought the car to a halt. Travis  
was given emergency medical a t
tention at Mississippi Vocational 
College and then brought to a 
hospital.

The shooting was a direct re
prisal for SNCC’s voter-registra- 
tion work. Moses said that 150 
Negroes had attempted to register 
in Greenwood in the tw o days be
fore the shooting, “the first real 
breakthrough in  Mississippi.”

Jim m y Travis was bom  in 
Jackson, Miss., and grew up there. 
H e was among 30 young people 
from  Mississippi who joined the 
Freedom Rides in 1961. Since that 
tim e he has worked for the move
ment. Last summer he was in  
Vicksburg, Miss., on SNCC’s voter- 
registration project there.

For the past month and a half, 
he has been w orking on a sim ilar 
project in Orangeburg, South 
Carolina. H e  wanted to w ork in  
Miss., however, and came to 
Greenwood.

SNCC Executive Secretary 
James Forman said in a w ire  to 
President Kennedy: “Travis, Rob
ert Moses, and Randolph B lack- 
w ell almost died last night. This 
incident is clearly connected w ith  
the fact that at least 150 Negroes 
have tried to register in  Green
wood this week. W e urge you to 
take executive action to prevent 
m urder in Mississippi.”

M O N T G O M E R Y , Ala., March 1
—  James Forman, executive sec
retary of the Student Nonviolent 

(Continued on Page 2)

in hope of finding some kind of 
w ork and immediate income.

But to find a meaningful life
—  even adequate employment —  
is a hopeless quest for m illions of 
young people in  the social jungle 
of Am erica. Thousands seek 
escape from  the slums, from  pov
erty, from  boredom, and from  the 
big zero of their future, in dope 
or crime.

W hile the Am erican youth are 
already in w hat amounts to a de
pression in terms of their employ
ment opportunities, the onslaught 
of automation is cutting down 
available jobs. The unions are 
reacting by and large w ith  defen
sive measures designed to keep 
those already w orking on the job. 
The youth therefore find them 
selves squeezed out of, or unable 
to get into, the unions.

From their executive council 
meeting in M iam i Beach the top 
labor bureaucrats of the A F L -  
C IO  tim id ly  asked the government 
to better publicize the situation. 
President George Meany said that 
there have to be 1,350,000 new  
jobs each year to take care of 
youth who are entering the labor

M A R C H  5 —  In  spite of the 
unprecedented barrage of an ti- 
Cuba propaganda hitting  the U.S. 
public since last fa ll, a m ajority  
of the Am erican people are op
posed to an invasion of Cuba. 
More are opposed now than were  
before the Cuban crisis, according 
to the Gallup poll published Feb. 
26.

When asked if  the U.S. should 
“send our armed forces into Cuba 
to help overthrow Castro,” 64 per 
cent said no. O nly 20 per cent said 
yes, and 16 per cent had no opin
ion. The same question had been 
asked last October just before 
Kennedy’s b rink -o f-n uc lear-w ar  
speech. A t that tim e 63 per cent 
said no, 25 per cent yes, and 13 
per cent had no opinion.

S im ilar sentiments have been 
reported by newsmen across the 
country. I t  is clear there is con
siderably less hysteria about Cuba 
in the country as a whole than 
there is in Washington. Senator 
W ayne Morse (D -O re .) declared 
on the Senate floor Feb. 18 that 
he suspected the C IA  was respon
sible for many of the hysterical 
allegations by Congressmen that 
tiny Cuba is a m ilita ry  threat to 
the m ighty U.S.

Morse revealed that the editor 
of the Cuban counter-revolution
ary  magazine, Bohemia L ibre , had 
offered him  “a sensational collec
tion of photographs” on the 
“Cuban m ilita ry  buildup.” Said 
Morse, “One must assume that 
other members of Congress have 
been offered not only pictures, but 
countless allegations as w ell by 
the Cuban refugees, their political 
organs and their public ity organs.”

Morse said the fact that the 
C IA  subsidizes these organs “raises 
the suspicion that the taxpayer’s 
money is being used to promote a 
particular policy favored by the 
Agency.” Morse also reported that 
Bohemia L ibre  has recently ceased

force. These jobs are not being 
created.

Kennedy proposed to the House 
committee that a four-year youth 
conservation corps be set up to 
provide jobs for a m axim um  of
60,000 young men at wages of 
$60-$90 per month.

When a Republican congressman 
asked i f  an anti-segregation 
clause shouldn’t be added to the 
proposed measure, A ttorney Gen
eral Kennedy responded w ith  
alarm  and negatively. Helping 60,-
000 is fine, but w hat of the re 
maining 740,000 unemployed 
youth?

W hat young people need is not 
just to stay in school or to join  
a conservation corps. They need 
jobs w ith  good pay which w ill 
enable them to become useful 
members of society. T rain ing and 
schooling in the different branches 
and techniques of industry is nec
essary, but such training must 
have real concrete jobs as its goal.

I f  young people had a perspec
tive of attaining satisfactory, 
stable employment, school drop
outs and juvenile crime would 
diminish.

publications. According to the Feb. 
8 Washington D a ily  News, “re
ports from  M iam i’s Cuban colony 
are that the Central Intelligence 
Agency had been subsidizing it, 
and a couple of weeks ago, got 
tired.” Among reasons cited for the  
C IA ’s dumping of the magazine 
was: “that i f  the actual size of 
the C IA ’s subsidy of Bohemia 
Libre  got into the hands of Con
gress, it  would embarrass the 
Kennedy administration —  and the 
C IA  —  just about as thoroughly 
as the Bay of Pigs disaster it 
self.”

Senator Morse expressed alarm 
(Continued on Page 6)

Dominican Cops 
Attack Students

Lyndon Johnson

The inauguration of the Dom
inican Republic’s new “democrat
ic” president, Juan Bosch, on Feb. 
27 was m arked by a brutal at
tack upon a peaceful student dem
onstration by Dominican police.

The unarmed demonstrators 
w ere described as sympathizers of 
the Venezuelan Arm ed Forces of 
National L iberation (F A L N ). I t  
was young members of the F A L N  
who seized the Venezuelan freight
er Anzoategui last month and 
sailed i t  to B razil In protest of the  
visit of Venezuelan President 
Romulo Betancourt to the United  
States.

Apparently the students w ere  
demonstrating because Betancourt 
was on the review ing stand, as 
was Vice President Lyndon John
son. Betancourt ran into other 
trouble on his w ay home from  his 
conference w ith  Kennedy. In  
Mexico he tried unsuccessfully to 
get Mexican President Lopez 
Mateos to include something 
against Cuba in the customary 
jo in t communique issued during  
such visits.

A  UP I  dispatch said that the 
Dominican demonstrators also 
shouted anti-Am erican slogans. As 
the police attacked the students, 
security guards hustled Vice Presi
dent Johnson and Betancourt o ff 

(Continued on Page 4)

Miss. Racists 
Shoot Down a 
Rights Worker

Striking New York Printers 
Break Publishers’ Front as 
Post Resumes Publication

Jobless Rate for Teen-Agers Hits 15%
No Young Help Wanted
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87% at a GM Plant: "Strike," 
Union Official: "Nothing Doing"

B y  D e lla  Rossa
LO S A N G E LE S , M arch  4 — 

Deep seated resentm ents against 
speed-up pressures at G enera l M o
to rs ’ nea rby  South Gate p lan t 
b ro ug h t an 87 per cent vote fo r 
s tr ik e  action last week. B u t the 
m em bers of U n ited  A u to  W orkers  
Lo ca l 216 found  themselves roa d - 
b locked by the re fusa l o f U A W  
in te rn a tio n a l representa tives to 
au thorize  a s trike .

A  Feb. 27 m em bersh ip m eeting 
supported the grievance com m it
tee and the  executive  com m ittee 
b y  c a llin g  fo r  s tr ik e  action b u t In 
te rn a tio n a l R epresentative “ B u d ”  
B u rro w s , supported by  R egional 
D ire c to r P au l Schrade, called the 
com prom ise o ffe red  by the com 
pany “ the best agreem ent you can 
g e t”  and re fused s tr ik e  au tho riza 
tio n .

On the fo llo w in g  day, bo th day 
and n ig h t-s h if t  w o rke rs  again 
ca lled  fo r  s tr ik e  action and again 
were  refused. A t  th is  p o in t a m o
tio n  was passed to w ire  U A W  
P res iden t W a lte r R euther d ire c tly  
fo r  s tr ik e  sanction.

One auto w o rk e r said, “ I  w ou ld  
lik e  to see R euthe r h im se lf, who 
has so o ften called the  U A W  one 
o f the m ost dem ocra tic un ions in  
the  w o rld , take the re sp on s ib ility  
fo r  re fu s in g  us ou r r ig h t  to  s tr ik e .”

A lth o u g h  on ly  e igh t men in  one 
depa rtm en t are in vo lve d  in  the 
c u rre n t d ispu te  over speed-up, the 
vo te  was o ve rw h e lm in g ly  fo r  
s tr ik e  sanction —  15 -to -1 a t the 
day m ee ting  and 3 0 -to -1 a t the 
n ig h t m eeting. T h is  is because 
eve ry  m an in  the p la n t sees his 
ow n beefs m irro re d  in  those of 
the e igh t men. Speed-up and 
d is c ip lin a ry  la yo ffs  arc a deep- 
seated p rob lem  a t the p la n t and 
every man has been h u r t  in  some 
way.

One resentm ent is th a t g r ie v 
ance settlem ents are no t backed 
up. “ M y  grievance has been set
tled , the com pany agreed to pu t 
m ore  men on the line  b u t they 
d id n ’t , ”  says one w o rke r. " I ’m  
r ig h t  back w here  I s tarted .”

O thers p o in t out th a t hundreds 
o f grievances have been f ile d  b u t 
th a t no t one has been p e rm itte d  
to  go before the um p ire  w ho is

(C ontinued  fro m  Page 1)
rected against the p r in te rs  by the 
po lit ic ia n s  and others t ry in g  to 
b reak  th e ir  s tr ik e  was tha t the 
la c k  o f newspapers was h u r tin g  
com m erce —  depa rtm ent stores 
had  no place to  advertise th e ir  
wares, etc. T h is  re fusa l by M acy's 
and G im b e l’s to  advertise  in  the 
paper th a t is now  ava ilab le  shows 
how  in  ce rta in  s itua tions  a n t i
la b o r fee lings can even ou tw e igh  
greed fo r  a q u ic k  p ro fit .  U n ion is ts  
in  N ew  Y o rk  should m a rk  w e ll 
th is  action  o f M a cy ’s and G im b e l’s 
fo r  w o rk in g  people are the  m a in  
custom ers o f these g ia n t stores.

A  long s tr ik e  is s t i l l  possible. 
A f te r  a l l the p a tte rn  fo r  the  w ho le
500,000 w o rke rs  in  the  p r in t in g  
trades is be ing fo u g h t ou t in  N ew  
Y o rk ’s g rea t p r in te rs ’ s tr ike . The 
m em bersh ip  o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
T ypog rap h ica l U n io n  know s th is . 
T h a t is w h y  its  115,000 m em bers 
vo ted  so o v e rw h e lm in g ly  to in 
crease th e ir  dues w e e k ly  up  to 
abou t $15 to  pay adequate bene fits

N E W  Y O R K  
SOVIET Y O U T H  IN  FERM ENT. Speak

er, G eorge  Saunders, tra n s la to r o f  Yev
tushenko 's poems, e d ito r  o f  Y oung So
cialist. Fri., M arch 15, 8:30 p.m. 116 
University Place. C o n tr ib . $1 (students, 
50c ). A usp . M i li ta n t  Labo r Forum.

•
SA N  F R A N C IS C O  

The Kentucky Miners, the Printers and 
Railroad Strikes. Speaker, Asher H arer. 
Fri., M arch 22, 8 p.m. 1488 Fulton St.
C o n tr ib . 50c. A usp . M ili ta n t Lab o r For
um.

Reuther

pa id  by both the un ion  and m an
agement. W hat happens is th a t an 
in te rn a tio n a l representa tive  con
fe rs  w ith  m anagem ent —  and com 
prom ises arc made.

G M  w orkers  are also fru s tra te d  
by fin d in g  tha t w hen a grievance 
is won and men arc added to the 
line , the com pany then speeds up 
the line, m ak ing  the v ic to ry  use
less. “ We go around in  c irc les,”  
is a com m on com p la in t.

A s the s itua tion  now  stands a t 
G M ’s South Gate p la n t a ll issues 
are unresolved. There  is l i t t le  sen
tim e n t fo r  an unau thorized w a lk 
out. Some un ion  m en see the 
p o ss ib ility  tha t R euthe r m ig h t ac
tu a lly  g ra n t s tr ik e  au tho riza tion .

The 87 per cent s tr ike  vote 
shows w id e  ra n k -a n d -f ile  reb e l
lio n  against the bu reaucra tic  w ay  
the In te rn a tio n a l has hand led 
grievances.

“ We know  w e ’ve got to f ig h t  
the com pany,”  says a m em ber o f 
Loca l 216, “ and we come out 
sw ing ing , bu t there stands the In 
te rn a tio n a l between us and the 
com pany!”

to the s tr ik in g  and lo cked -ou t 
m em bers in  N ew  Y o rk . The p u b 
lishers also understand the im 
portance o f th is  strugg le . B u t i f  
they s t i l l  c lin g  to th e ir  idea o f 
fo rc in g  a h is to r ic  show dow n w ith  
the un ion, they are in  a w eaker 
position  now  and the un ion  is 
stronger.

The pub lishe rs  are now  ve ry  
vu lne rab le  to  exposure o f th e ir  
b ru ta l lo c k -o u t s tra tegy. Since 
newspapers depend upon pu b lic  
acceptance, pub lishe rs  endeavor to 
create the illu s io n  th a t the y  are 
benevolent, responsible, hum ane.

N ow , m ore tha n  ever, the p r in t 
ers’ un ion has issues to take to the 
p u b lic  —  som eth ing i t  has fa ile d  
to  do adequate ly  so fa r  in  th is  
s tr ike . The c ry  should be: End 
the lock out! T h is  w o u ld  p u t the 
pub lishe rs  on the defensive.

The s tr ik in g  and locked -ou t 
p r in te rs  should be organized fo r  
mass d is tr ib u tio n s  to  the  p u b lic  o f 
l ite ra tu re  e x p la in in g  the  u n io n ’s 
side o f the  strugg le . Speakers 
should be sent to  a l l o th e r unions, 
clubs, PTA s. fo rum s, churches, 
etc., to  exp la in  the  facts o f the 
case. The people o f N ew  Y o rk  in  
th e ir  vast m a jo r ity  are w o rk in g  
people and, g iven the facts, they 
can be made ac tive  supporte rs o f 
the em battled  p r in te rs .

Som etim es an event occurs d u r
in g  a s trugg le  th a t cuts th rou gh  
a ll the fog  o f statem ents and 
counter-s ta tem ents. I t  exposes the 
naked tru th . R esum ption o f p u b 
lic a tio n  by  the Post was such an 
event. The p rin te rs  should use th is  
as a springboard  fo r  a cam paign 
o f p u b lic  educa tion th a t w i l l  hast
en com plete v ic to ry .

Ga. Teen-Ager 
Granted a Stay 
Of Execution

Preston Cobb, 17 -yea r-o ld  N e
gro, w ho  was scheduled to  d ie  in  
G eorg ia ’s e lec tric  ch a ir on M arch  
1, has w on a stay o f execution. 
H is  la w ye r, D ona ld  H o llo w e ll, 
stated in  his p e titio n  seeking 
C obb’s release th a t he was “ denied 
due process o f la w ”  and charges 
th a t Cobb was forced under duress 
to  a d m it “ an act w h ich  he d id  no t 
in  fac t com m it.”

Cobb was 15 years old when 
he was sentenced to die. In  the 
la s t w eek o f F ebru a ry  the Georgia 
House o f Representatives passed 
a b i l l  bann ing  the execution o f 
persons under 16, b u t the b i l l  was 
no t made re troa c tive  and so does 
no t app ly  to Cobb. The previous 
pe rm iss ib le  age fo r  legal execu
tion  in  Georgia was ten years old. 
B lood th irs ty  G eorg ia leads a ll 
o ther states in  the num be r o f 
executions, a lthough  i t  ranks 16th 
in  popu la tion .

P reston Cobb was convicted of 
the s lay ing  o f a 72 -yea r-o id  w h ite  
fa rm e r nam ed F ra n k  Dumas. 
Preston, h is w idow ed  m other, and 
e igh t b ro thers  and sisters w ere 
sharecroppers on Dum as’ fa rm  at 
the tim e  o f his death.

Cobb was in d ic ted  in  Jasper 
C ounty, w here H o llo w e ll says th a t 
n o n -w h ites  are sys tem atica lly  e x 
c luded fro m  grand ju r y  du ty . The 
ju r y  w h ic h  convicted the 15-year- 
o ld  boy fa ile d  to recom m end 
m e r c y ,  w h ich  au to m a tica lly  
doomed h im . He was f ir s t  sen
tenced to d ie  on Sept. 22, 1961.

I f  H o llo w e ll fa ils  in  the T a ttn a ll 
C ounty S uperio r C ourt, the State 
Pardons and P aro le  Board is e x 
pected to rev iew  the case. W hen 
Cobb was o r ig in a lly  sentenced, the 
case aroused an in te rn a tio n a l p ro 
test because o f h is age.

School Desegregation 
Grinds to Dead Halt

School desegregation, made the 
“ la w  o f the la nd ”  by  the  U. S. 
Suprem e C o u rt’ s decision back in  
M ay 1954, has come a lm ost to a 
dead h a lt. T h is  yea r the re  are 
o n ly  about 8,400 m ore  Negro c h il
dren a tten d in g  school w ith  w h ite  
ch ild re n  in  the  w ho le  South and 
bo rde r reg ion than las t year.

A l l  to ld  o n ly  7.8 pe r cent o f 
Negro schoo lch ild ren in  the  South 
and bo rde r states are in  desegre
gated schools. T h is  is o n ly  tw o - 
ten ths o f one p e r cent m ore than 
last year. Conversely, 92.2 pe r cent 
o f the Negro schoo lch ild ren are in  
J im  C row  schools.

...Miss. Shooting
(Continued from  Page 1) 

C o -o rd ina ting  C om m ittee, declared 
today, “ There  is s t i l l  some ju s tice  
in  M on tgom ery.”  H e  was com 
m en ting  on the fa c t th a t a 12-man, 
a l l-w h ite  ju r y  cou ld no t agree to 
con v ic t R obert Z e llne r, a w h ite  
SNCC f ie ld  secretary, on charges 
o f “ fa lse  pretenses.”  C irc u it Judge 
Eugene C a rte r declared a m is tr ia l 
a fte r the ju r y  said yeste rday i t  
cou ld no t come to  a ve rd ic t.

A  com p la in t against M on tgom ery 
o ffic ia ls  w ho arrested Z e lln e r and 
charged h im  w ith  vag rancy and 
la te r, fa lse pretenses, is s t i l l  in  
F edera l C ourt.

Z e lln e r was arrested on Jan. 8 
on the campus o f his alm a m ater, 
H u n tin gdo n  College, and charged 
w ith  conspiracy. L a te r the charge 
was changed to vagrancy, and ad
d itio n a l charges o f fa lse pretenses 
w ere  added. The C ity  o f M o n t
gom ery dropped the  vag rancy 
charges on Feb. 19.

Z e llne r has been repea ted ly  
harassed and arrested by S outhern 
po lice  because o f h is a c tiv itie s  on 
be ha lf o f in te g ra tion . Seventeen 
w h ite  M e thod is t m in is te rs  fro m  
th ro u g h o u t the  state o f A labam a 
w ere in  the cou rtroom  yesterday.

The f iv e  ra ilro a d  opera ting  c ra ft 
unions have lost th e ir  f ig h t in  the 
courts against the  w o rk -ru le s  
changes recom m ended by a p res i
den tia l fa c t- f in d in g  board. The 
Suprem e C ourt ru le d  M arch  4 by 
a vote o f 8 to 0, w ith  Justice  G o ld 
berg absta in ing , th a t the ra ilro a d  
companies can go ahead w ith  the 
changes in  25 days. U n ion  lead
ers estim ate the changes w i l l  cost
80,000 jobs ove r the  n e x t f iv e  
years.

The 197 ra ilroa ds  in vo lve d  have 
declared th e ir  in te n tio n  to p u t the 
changes in to  effect. U n ion  leaders 
have said i f  th is  is done 
u n ila te ra lly , they w i l l  au thorize  a 
s trike . There  is one rem a in ing  
p o ss ib ility  o f delay. I f  a s tr ik e  is 
scheduled, K ennedy can p u t i t  o f f  
fo r  60 days under the  R a ilw a y  
Labo r Act.

T he P ennsy lvan ia  R a ilroad  has 
a lready announced i t  has sched
u led  3,100 firem e n  fo r  la y o f f  as 
soon as the cou rt o rd e r becomes 
e ffec tive .

* * *

Nassau County, N. Y. W e lfa re  
D epa rtm en t w o rke rs  p icketed the 
C oun ty  E xecu tive  B u ild in g  last 
w eek p ro testing  the  fa ilu re  o f the 
Board o f Superv isors to act on 
recom m endations fo r  raises made 
by  W e lfa re  C om m issioner John J. 
M cM anus. A  spokesman fo r  the 
p ickets said the  caseworkers’ 
salaries ru n  fro m  $5,100 annua lly . 
H e also said th a t since the  w e lfa re  
c lie n t’s a llow ance goes up w ith  
the  size o f his fa m ily , and the 
casew orker’s wage does not, some 
caseworkers w ith  la rge  fam ilie s  
a c tu a lly  rece ived less than people 
they processed on re lie f.

M cM anus said: “ W e have con
s iderable m o o n lig h tin g  —  ho ld ing  
outside jobs —  in  the  departm ent 
and w ith o u t it ,  i t  is conceivable 
caseworkers w o u ld  be e lig ib le  fo r 
re lie f.”

* * *

T w enty-n ine o f the  39 c re w 
men aboard the SS M arine  S u l
p h u r Queen w h ic h  disappeared 
d u rin g  rough w eathe r in  the C a rib 
bean last m on th  were m em bers of 
the N a tiona l M a ritim e  U n ion . The 
rem a ind e r be long to un ions of l i 
censed personnel. The ship, a 
ta n k e r b u ilt  in  1944 to c a rry  o il, 
was converted fo r  m o lten  su lph u r 
in  1960. The tanks were equipped 
w ith  steam -heated coils to  keep 
the s u lp h u r m olten  at 275 degrees. 
The ship disappeared w ith o u t even 
an SOS bu t the N M U  speculates 
th a t the rough w ea the r parted a 
seam in  the h u ll,  a llo w in g  w a te r 
to reach the m o lten  s u lp h u r and 
cause an explosion.

*  *  *

Leon J. Davis, pres iden t o f New  
Y o rk  hosp ita l w o rke rs  un ion  Local 
1199, w ho was ja ile d  d u rin g  the 
hosp ita l s tr ik e  last year, is recov
e ring  fro m  a he a rt a ttack he su f
fered Feb. 6. In  h is absence the 
un ion  is headed by V ice P resident 
W ill ia m  T ay lo r.

* * *
W orkers in the four A & P  g ro 

cery stores in  C harleston, S. C., 
have voted in  an N L R B  election 
to  be represented by Loca l 15A o f 
the R e ta il, W holesale and D e pa rt
m en t Store U n ion . The RW DSU 
v ic to ry  is a sm all one, in v o lv in g  
o n ly  some 45 w orke rs , b u t i t  is the 
f ir s t  tim e  a cha in  store in  South 
C aro lina  has ever been organized. 
A lso  s ig n if ic a n t is the fac t tha t 
the organ iz ing  cam paign took place 
w h ile  the longshore s tr ik e  was on 
and an a n ti- la b o r atm osphere was 
be ing w h ipp ed  up by the news
papers. Even some un ion  observers 
expected tha t w o u ld  fr ig h te n  the 
w o rke rs  fro m  vo tin g  fo r  the un ion, 
b u t i t  d id n ’t.

*  *  *  

In  New  Y ork C ity ’s newspaper 
s tr ik e  and lockou t, one station 
wagon fro m  the  N a tion a l M a r itim e  
U n ion  and ano the r fro m  the  Team 

sters p rov ide  coffee and dough
nuts fo r p icke tin g  m em bers o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l T ypog rap h ica l U n ion . 
The T eam ste r-supp lied  coffee is 
o f the Ir is h  v a rie ty , m uch ap
precia ted in  the b itte r  co ld  o f re 
cent weeks.

*  *  *

Negotiations fo r  a new con trac t 
cove ring  50,000 U n ited  R ubber 
W orkers  m em bers at F irestone, 
G oodyear and G oodrich , begin th is  
m onth . C ontracts at the th ree f irm s  
exp ire  A p r i l  20, and a t U.S. R u b 
ber on June 1. The  th ree  biggest 
auto corpora tions, Ford, G eneral 
M otors, and C hrys le r, are stock
p ilin g  tires  as a “ p recau tion ”  
against a ru b b e r s trike .

*  *  *  

An employer offensive against 
labo r, governm ent a ttem pts to  
con tro l wages, and the  h igh u n 
em ploym ent ra te  w h ich  weakens 
the  ba rga in ing  pos ition  o f m any 
unions —  these factors show up in  
recent figu res  in d ic a tin g  th a t em 
p loyed w o rke rs  gene ra lly  are no t 
m ak in g  the  gains they w ere  before 
1957. They are a c tu a lly  losing 
ground in  the  m ore recent period.

Average wages in  m a n u fa c tu r
in g  increased o n ly  th ree  cents an 
hour on an h o u r ly  basis d u rin g
1962. T h is  was m ore than  offset 
by rises in  the  cost of liv in g , loss 
o f ove rtim e, and te m p o ra ry  la y 
offs. Even the recession yea r o f 
1961 showed an increase o f n ine  
cents an hour.

Between 1957 and the  present, 
o u tp u t per m a n -h o u r o f m anufac
tu r in g  w o rke rs  has increased 18 
per cent w h ile  h o u r ly  wage rates 
increased on ly  16 per cent. In  the 
decade between 1947 and 1957, 
wages rose 69 per cent w h ile  o u t
pu t per m an -ho u r rose 30 per cent.

*  *  *

Supplemental u n e m p l o y m e n t
benefits  pa id  to la id -o f f  steel
w o rke rs  under U n ite d  S te e lw o rk 
ers o f A m erica  contracts am oun t
ed to S286 m illio n  in  the  last f iv e  
years. The paym ents are in  ad
d itio n  to state unem p loym ent 
com pensation. Com bined, these 
benefits are now  ave rag ing  about 
$70 per week fo r  jobless stee l
w o rke rs  w ho are e lig ib le . State 
bene fits  u su a lly  ru n  ou t a fte r 26 
weeks and the supplem enta l bene
f its  con tinue another s ix  m onths 
a t an average o f $62.50, according 
to un ion  P resident D a v id  J. M c 
Donald.

The First 10 Years Of 
American Communism
Report of a Participant

By James P. Cannon

The author Is a founder o f American  
Trotskyism and the only living top  

leader of the early years of the U.S. 
Communist Party who has not re
pudiated communism.

The book contains:

Sketches o f Foster, Ruthenberg, 
Browder, Lovestone and others, as 

well as o f leading figures in the C om 
munist In ternational.

Essays on the Industrial W orkers  

of the W o rld , Eugene V. Debs and 
the socialist m ovement o f his tim e, 
and the e ffec t o f the Russian Rev
olution on the  U. S. N egro  struggle.

344 pp. —  $6.00

O rd e r  th ro u g h :

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place, N . Y. 3, N . Y.
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W illia m  L. H iggs, a 28 -yea r-o ld  
w h ite  a tto rney  from  Jackson, M is 
sissippi, was honored by the New 
Y o rk  C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion  w ith  
an aw ard at its  banquet on L in 
co ln ’s B ir th d a y . On Feb. 22 the 
same m an was convicted in  ab
sentia by a M iss iss ipp i cou rt of 
c o n tr ib u tin g  to the de linquency of 
a m in o r boy. Should H iggs re tu rn  
to  his na tive  state he w i l l  face a 
s ix -m o n th  ja i l  sentence.

The charge is a fra m e -u p  based 
on the tes tim ony of a 16 -yea r-o ld  
boy w ho had fa lle n  in to  the hands 
o f the po lice a fte r  he had stolen 
a car and w recked i t . H iggs was 
arrested on the charge last m onth , 
th r ee-a n d -a -h a lf hours a fte r he had 
f ile d  su it to compel the U n iv e r-

Old Soldiers Just 
Salt It Away

B y M ilto n  A lv in
I t  is no longer true  th a t a so ld ie r 

has a ha rd  tim e  f in d in g  a job  and 
a d ju s tin g  h im se lf to c iv ilia n  li fe  
a fte r  a long s t in t in  the arm y. 
A f te r  the  F irs t W o rld  W ar the 
veterans d id  have a ha rd  tim e  and 
d u r in g  the depression they had to 
organ ize a mass m arch on W ash
in g to n  to  get the governm ent to 
pay them  the m oney the y  had 
com ing in  the fo rm  o f Bonus 
Bonds. A f te r  the Second W o rld  
W ar the re tu rn in g  veterans were 
greeted w ith  “ W elcom e H om e” 
signs on one side o f the  fa c to ry  
and “ No H e lp  W anted”  on the 
o th e r side.

B u t a ll th is  has changed. I  c ite  
the  exam ple o f Luc ius  D. Clay, 
G enera l o f the U.S. A rm y , re 
tire d , w ho has ju s t been appointed 
a senior p a rtn e r in  the g ian t b a nk
in g  f irm  o f Lehm an B ro thers  of 
New  Y o rk , subject to  the approva l 
o f the New  Y o rk  S tock Exchange 
w h ich , I  p red ic t, w i l l  be g iven.

T itle -W inn er
Gen. C lay comes to  his new 

post w ith  a spectacular a rra y  o f 
t it le s  w on in  the  w o r ld  o f b ig  
business as w e ll as in  the  arm ed 
forces and in  o th e r governm ent 
service. The Jan. 30 New Y o rk  
Times  (W estern e d itio n ) reports  
th a t he “ was com m a n d e r-in -ch ie f 
of the U n ited  States forces in  
Europe and m il ita ry  governor of 
the U.S. zone in  G erm any fro m  
1947 to 1949. H is tenure  covered 
the period o f the B e r lin  A i r l i f t . ”  
He was also P res iden t K en ne dy ’s 
personal rep resenta tive  in  B e r lin  
w ith  the ran k  o f ambassador d u r
in g  the B e r lin  W a ll cris is.

B u t these w ere  ju s t f i l l - in  jobs; 
he d id  be tte r elsewhere. A f te r  
le av in g  active  d u ty  in  the arm ed 
forces, Gen. C lay became c h a ir
man and ch ie f executive  o ffic e r 
o f the C o n tin en ta l Can Co., o f 
A m e ric a ’s in d u s tr ia l giants. A p 
p a re n tly  th is  jo b  d id  no t take a ll 
h is tim e  because he was occupied 
a t the same tim e  as a d ire c to r of 
Lehm an B ro thers , Chase M an ha t
tan  Bank, M e tro p o lita n  L ife  In 
surance Co., G enera l M oto rs  C or
pora tion , U n ited  States Lines, 
A m erican  Express Com pany, A l 
lied  C hem ica l C o rpo ra tion  and the 
Aerospace C orpo ra tion . He also 
holds dow n a post as trustee of 
the  C en tra l Savings Bank.

I f  you add up the f in a n c ia l posi
tions of the in s titu tio n s  w ith  w h ich  
Gen. C lay is associated in  one 
capac ity  o r another you w i l l  f in d  
tha t he has p icked some o f the 
lushest spots in the U n ited  States 
and the to ta l cap ita l o f a ll these 
en terprises comes to a sizable 
chu nk  o f a ll the w ea lth  o f th is  
coun try .

A t any rate, the general p ro b 
ab ly  has his hands fu l l  t ry in g  to 
he lp  ru n  the a ffa irs  o f so m any 
huge corpora tions and ba nk ing  in 
s titu tio ns . B u t he s t i l l  has tim e  
fo r  one m ore a c tiv ity . He is c h a ir 
m an o f the C om m ittee  to 
S trengthen the S ecu rity  of the 
Free W o rld . T h a t figu res!

s ity  o f M ississipp i to a d m it a sec
ond Negro app lican t, Dewey 
Greene.

M oreover, H iggs had been one 
o f James H. M e re d ith ’s la w yers  in  
the su it tha t forced his adm ission 
to the u n ive rs ity . Indeed, H iggs 
was the on ly  w h ite  la w y e r in  a ll 
M iss iss ipp i w ho hand led c iv i l -  
r ig h ts  cases. He was the a tto rney 
fo r  W ill ia m  S m ith , a Negro beaten 
in to  a “ confession”  o f rape in  a 
case now  pend ing before the U.S. 
Suprem e C ourt. H iggs also de
fended the Freedom  R iders a r
rested in  M iss iss ipp i and was legal 
adv ise r to the tw o  M ississipp i N e
groes w ho ran  fo r  Congress last 
fa ll.

So there  was never any ques
tion  o f w he the r H iggs w ou ld  be 
fram ed up by the M ississipp i 
au tho rities , i t  was s im p ly  a ques
tion  o f when and w h a t charge. 
The same fra m e -u p  charge —  w ith  
the social disgrace i t  is calcula ted 
to b r in g  —  was used against A aron 
H enry , p resident o f the M ississipp i 
N a tiona l Association fo r  the A d 
vancem ent o f Colored People. 
H ow ever, in  o ther cases such as 
that o f C lyde K ennard , a Negro 
w ho had the audac ity  to press his 
app lica tion  fo r  adm ission to  the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Southern M ississipp i, 
the fra m e -u p  was on a charge of 
c o m p lic ity  in  the th e ft  o f $25 
w o rth  of ch icken feed —  and the 
sentence was seven years.

A t  the banquet at w h ich  H iggs 
was presented the F io r in a  Laske r 
C iv il-L ib e r t ie s  A w a rd , M e l W u lf, 
lega l d ire c to r o f the A C L U , de
scribed h is  v is it  las t Septem ber to 
H iggs in  Jackson. The tension, he 
said, was unbearab le and H iggs 
was constantly  under a s tra in . 
Negroes they v is ite d  f ir s t  peered 
ou t th rou gh  d ra w n  b lind s  before 
open ing th e ir  doors.

H iggs has announced th a t he is 
not go ing back to  M ississipp i bu t 
w i l l  endeavor to keep on f ig h tin g  
fo r  c iv i l r ig h ts  there  fro m  outside 
the state.

As notab le as the s to ry  o f H iggs’ 
courage and the crookedness o f 
M iss iss ipp i’s fra m e -u p  a rtis ts  was 
H iggs’ outspokenness at the  c iv i l -  
lib e rtie s  banquet. He said in  pa rt:

“ The A tto rn e y  G eneral, M r. 
R obert Kennedy, in  his recent 
C iv il R ights R eport to the Pres
ident, has cla im ed m uch in  the 
w ay o f ach ievem ent in  th is  fie ld . 
B u t as one fro m  M ississipp i, I 
w ou ld  lik e  to ask h im  ju s t how 
m uch he has done to secure righ ts  
fo r  Negroes to vote in m y state. 
The increase in  N egro reg is tra tio n  
in M iss iss ipp i since th is  ad m in is 
tra tio n  has taken o ffice  is almost 
n il. Negroes are constantly  being 
harassed, in tim id a te d , attacked, 
and shot at because o f th e ir  e f
fo rts  to t r y  to vote. A lm o s t a ll the 
effectiveness o f the C iv il R ights 
Acts in  the vo tin g  fie ld  has been

Robert F. K ennedy

n u llif ie d  as the re su lt o f the ap
po in tm e n t by P resident K ennedy 
o f Judge W ill ia m  H a ro ld  Cox, a 
close fr ie n d  o f Senator Eastland, 
as C h ie f U n ited  States D is tr ic t 
Judge fo r  the Southern D is tr ic t o f 
M ississipp i.

“ In  short, I  w o u ld  say to the 
A tto rn e y  G enera l: Y ou are r ig h t 
w hen you say tha t the m ost s ig
n if ic a n t c iv i l- r ig h ts  prob lem  is 
vo ting , b u t you are dead w rong  
w hen you th in k  you arc t ru ly  
ju s t if ie d  in  con g ra tu la tin g  you rse lf  
on any achievem ent th a t you 
m ig h t have made in  th is  area . . .

“ I t  seems to req u ire  a Freedom  
R ide w h ich  resu lts in  v io lence to 
force you to move to desegregate 
pu b lic  transp o rta tio n  fa c ilit ie s ; a 
dead ly r io t  at the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
M iss iss ipp i to m ake th is  a d m in is 
tra t io n  f in a lly  enforce federa l la w ; 
a d irec t o rder fro m  the F if th  C ir 
cu it C ourt o f A ppeals to force you 
to prosecute the G ove rno r o f M is 
sissippi fo r  fla g ra n t con tem pt; and 
even constant v io lence against 
prospective Negro vote rs has no t 
yet m oved you to pro tect th e ir  
r ig h ts  and th e ir  persons by federa l 
forces at yo u r ready command.

“ Today in  M iss iss ipp i, w hen a 
federa l m arh a l is n o tif ie d  th a t 
Negroes, w ho arc go ing to t r y  to 
reg is ter, w i l l  p ro ba b ly  be beaten 
and perhaps even shot at, th is 
m arsha l docs no t m ake any move 
to p re ven t it  . . .

H iggs urged the fo rm a tio n  o f a 
La w ye rs ’ C om m ittee  to pro tect the 
in te rests of S outhern Negro groups 
in  a ll g o v e rn m e n t-file d  lit ig a tio n  
and to in it ia te  broad and prec- 
eden t-se tting  suits tha t the gov
ernm ent fa ils  o r refuses to f ile . 
A no the r proposal o f the m il ita n t  
M ississipp i a tto rney  was fo r  a 
m ovem ent to en fo rc e the second 
section o f the 14th A m endm ent to 
the U.S. C o ns titu tio n  w h ic h  p ro 
vides fo r  p ro po rtiona l c u ttin g  
dow n of the rep resenta tion  in  
Congress o f any state w h ich  denies 
any o f its  c itizens th e ir  r ig h t  to 
vote.

Franco Jails Strike Leaders
T he scheduled tria l of 38 members of the Frente de Liberación 

Popular was postponed Feb. 20 w ithout any explanation by Spanish 
fascist authorities. No new date has yet been announced. The next 
day, however, another tria l before a m ilitary  court railroaded a 
fresh batch of victims to Franco’s prisons. Several alleged members 
of the Communist Party and Pestaña, a leader of the FLP , all ac
cused of participation in a strike in Valencia, were given sentences 
ranging from one to ten years.

Among the F L P  members whose tria l has been postponed, 
though they have now been held in prison for over nine months, 
are the w ell-know n left-Catholic w rite r Recalde; Revilla, a Catholic 
trade unionist and father of seven, from  the Asturias; the Valencia 
w rite r Francisco Gordenor; two le ft-w in g  intellectuals from  M adrid; 
the law yer Zayas, w ell-know n for his aid to the Algerian L ibera
tion Front during that country’s recent w ar for independence; and 
Elena Salas, the courageous woman who organized the women’s 
solidarity demonstration w ith  the striking Asturian miners right 
in front of M adrid ’s police headquarters.

According to a recent article in El Socialista, newspaper printed 
in exile by the reformist Spanish Socialist Party, the members of 
the FLP  are noticeable above all else for their ardent sympathy 
for the Cuban Revolution and their efforts to adapt “activism” 
of the Fidel Castro type to Spanish conditions.

The FLP  underground was instrumental in spreading last year’s 
miners’ strike in the Asturias to the Basque country, Catalonia, 
Valencia and Madrid.

[ The following is a condensa
tion of a long document issued by 
the F ren te  de L ibe rac ión  P opu la r 
(Popular Liberation Front) of 
Spain. In  presenting a summary of 
this document for the information 
of our readers we are not, howr- 
ever, endorsing either the FLP  
or the estimate given of its re la
tive importance in the revolution
ary opposition to Franco. This is 
a m atter of controversy and we 
simply do not have enough in fo r
mation to venture an evaluation. 
Moreover, it should be mentioned 
that w ith in  Spain today there are 
other revolutionary groups, such 
as the P O U M  (W orkers Party of 
M arxist Unification) and the Fide- 
lista group, which should also be 
accorded the sympathetic attention 
of revolutionary socialists abroad. 
— E d ito r ]

The P opu la r L ib e ra tio n  F ron t 
(F L P ) ,  founded in  1958 by a 
group o f in te lle c tua ls , students and 
w o rk ing -c la ss  leaders w ho were 
d issatisfied w ith  the in e ffe c tu a l
ness of the tra d it io n a l parties, be
gan to develop its  ac tiv itie s  in  
M ad rid , Barce lona, in  the C an
ta b ria n  M ounta ins  [N o rth  and 
N o rthw est S p a in ], in  the Basque 
coun try , and in  va rious places in 
Anda lusia .

A m ong the most im p o rta n t ac
t iv it ie s  since its  fou nd ing  was the 
decisive ro le  p layed by the F LP  
in  the na tiona l s tr ik e  of June 18, 
1959, and the heavy hand o f re 
pression fe ll on its most m il ita n t 
people: 17 o f them  w ere con
demned by a m il ita ry  cou rt to 
prison sentences o f fro m  three to 
e igh t years, m any were arrested 
( in  B ilbao, M ad rid , Barce lona...).

Catalonia Organization

In  the sp ring  o f I960, the 
“ D em ocratic  Association o f C a ta
lo n ia ”  (A D C ) was founded. I t  is 
an autonom ous o rgan iza tion  o f the 
F LP  in  Cata lon ia , rese rv ing  to i t 
se lf independence o f o rie n ta tio n  —  
in  accordance w ith  the dec la ra tion  
o f the F LP  on respect fo r  the 
rig h ts  o f the Ib e ria n  peoples.

In  1961, in the Basque country , 
the “ Euskadiko Socialiste n Basa- 
tu n a ”  (E S B A ) was founded —  a 
federated o rgan iza tion  of the F LP  
w ith  an autonom ous o rien ta tion  
adapted to Basque rea lities . T h is  
o rgan iza tion  pa rtic ip a ted  in  the 
w o rke rs ’ struggles w h ich  took 
place a t the end o f 1961 in the v i l 
lage o f Beasain (G iup uzeoa).

In the beg inn ing  of 1962, the 
ADC un ited w ith  some o ther 
w o rke rs ’ groups to fo rm  the 
“ W orkers  F ro n t of C a ia lo n ia ”  
(FO C ) w h ich , federated w ith  the 
F LP  and the ESBA, com plete the 
con federation of the F ro n t. The 
FOC publishes the m o n th ly  paper, 
Revoluc ión  in  Barcelona.

D u rin g  the great s trikes in  the 
spring  o f 1962, the F LP  played an 
im p o rta n t ro le  in  the A stu rias , 
Cata lon ia , M a d rid , the Basque 
coun try , Valencia, Santander, A n 
dalusia, Estram adura . A nd  despite 
the severe repression o f M ay, the 
F L P  pa rtic ip a ted  in  new  s trikes in 
the A s tu ria s  in August.

The F ro n t (F L P -E S B A -F O C ) is 
an o rgan iza tion  th a t is re v o lu tio n 
ary, socia list, dem ocratic, fed e ra l
ist, no n -c le rica l, and in te rn a 
tiona lis t.

Revo lu t ionary  because i t  seeks 
to destroy the class d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
the bouregois p o lit ic a l reg im e by 
means of the v io le n t seizure of 
pow er by the w o rk in g  classes, 
abo lish ing  the ca p ita lis t system of 
p roduction , ending p riva te  ow ne r
sh ip o f the means o f p roduction  
and la y in g  the g ro un dw o rk  fo r the 
construc tion  o f a classless society.

Socialist because i t  seeks to 
construc t the foundations o f the 
fu tu re  society through socia liza
t ion  o f the means o f p roduction , 
socia lis t econom ic p lann ing, ca r
ry in g  th rough  o f rad ica l ag ra rian  
re fo rm  adapted to the in d iv id u a l 
needs o f each reg ion and d is tr ib u t
in g  land to those w ho w o rk  it, 
na tion a liza tio n  of the banks, re 
p lac ing  the A rm y , in s tru m e n t of

Franco

reaction , by Popu la r M ilit ia s , in 
s trum en t o f the people.

Democrat ic  because i t  seeks to 
establish a rea l w o rk e rs ’ democ
racy, the w o rke rs  themselves de
c id ing  the so lu tion  to th e ir  prob
lem s accord ing to the principle  
th a t econom ic and p o lit ic a l deci
sions be made by w o rke rs  through 
th e ir  n a tu ra l o rgan izations —  or
ganizations o f w o rke rs  based on 
ne ighborhood and place of em 
p loym ent.

Federal is t  because i t  takes into 
account the d iffe re n t socio-geo
g raph ic  groups in  Spain and pe r
m its  the w o rke rs  (as in  the Basque 
c o u n try  and in  Cata lon ia , where  
n a tio n a lis t asp ira tions e x is t) to 
organize in to  autonom ous F ron ts  
o f S truggle.

The F ro n t has no connection 
w ith  the C hurch and i t  p roc la im s 
its  an ti-dogm atism , b u t adm its to 
its  ranks a ll w o rke rs  regardless of 
th e ir  ph ilosoph ica l o r re lig iou s  
beliefs.

I n te rnat iona l is t  because i t  feels 
its e lf  in  fu l l  s o lid a r ity  w ith  all 
e ffo rts , th roughou t the w o rld , 
tow ards the soc ia lis t goal. I t  re 
fuses to make the cause o f the 
Spanish R evo lu tion  and the u rgen t 
necessity of its  rea liza tion  subser
v ie n t to any tac tica l consideration 
w h ich  w ou ld  preven t, m o d ify  the 
d ire c tio n  of, o r re ta rd  its  f in a l 
v ic to ry .

The im m edia te  ob jec tive  o f the 
F LP  is to become the vanguard  of 
the w o rke rs ’ s trugg le  in  Spain 
w ith  the a im  o f b u ild in g  tow ards 
another stage, a F ro n t o f the e x 
p lo ited  class (w o rke rs  and pea
sants), un ite d  and organized for 
its revo lu tion .

F rom  the tac tica l p o in t of view, 
the F LP  re je c ts  the so-ca lled 
“ dem ocra tic stage,”  convinced that 
the Spanish d ilem m a is between 
the Franco d ic ta to rsh ip  and the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  dem ocracy of the 
w o rke rs . W ith  th is  prem ise, i t  re 
jects any pact w hatsoever w ith  
the beourgeiosie. A t  a tim e  when 
a ll the tra d it io n a l parties a f f irm  
th e ir  w illingn ess  to l im it  th e ir  ob
jec tives to the bourgeois re v o lu 
tion , the F ro n t re jects any so lu
tion  w h ich  does not lead to the 
conquest o f a ll pow er by the w ork
ers and w i l l  s trugg le  w ith  all 
means, exc lu d in g  none, against 
any o ther po litico -soc ia l form  
w h ich  w o u ld  in s ta ll itse lf in  Spain. 
The F LP  is characterized by its  
w illingn ess  to un ite  a ll w o rke rs , 
le av in g  aside th e ir  ideo log ica l d i f 
ferences, in  a u n if ie d  class action, 
to deepen the class strugg le  in  
Spain and to fo rm  new w o rk in g -  
class cadres to replace those de
c im ated by  the C iv il W ar —  the 
su rv ivo rs  o f w h ic h  are, today, fa r  
behind the re a lity  o f the political 
s itua tion  in  Spain.

Frame-Up Victim Addresses ACLU

Miss. Lawyer Blasts Robert Kennedy
New Spanish Socialist Front 
Takes Revolutionary Stand
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'Command Decision' on Vietnam
The re a c tio n a ry  n a tu re  o f K e n n e d y ’s e ffo rts  to  save Ngo 

D in h  D ie m ’s ha ted d ic ta to rsh ip  in  South V ie tn a m  is becom ing 
so scandalous th a t some o f h is  best fr ie n d s  fe e l m oved to  te l l  
h im . Thus, a g roup  o f senators headed b y  D em ocra tic  Leade r 
M ik e  M a n s fie ld  m ade p u b lic  a re p o rt Feb. 25 w h ich  decla red  th a t 
a fte r  seven years o f U.S. a id  S outh V ie tn a m  s t i l l  lacks a stab le  
gove rnm en t. In  fac t, th e  re p o rt said, D ie m ’s reg im e  “ appears m ore 
rem oved, ra th e r than  closer to, th e  ach ievem ent o f p o p u la r ly  re 
sponsible and responsive g o ve rnm en t.”

The senators re p o rt th a t desp ite  $2 b i l l io n  poured in to  the  
fo rm e r F rench  co lony  since 1955 no end is in  s igh t. “ In  the  
best o f c ircum stances,”  th e y  com p la in , “ ou ts ide  a id  in  v e ry  sub
s ta n tia l size w i l l  be necessary fo r  m any m ore  years.”

T h is  is co n firm e d  in  a Saigon re p o r t to  the  P a ris  paper, 
Le  M onde, w h ic h  said: “ In  the  tow ns A m e rica n  a id  bene fits  the 
v e ry  fe w  people w ho  are close to  th e  ru l in g  c lan . . . th e  c o u n try ’s 
econom ic s tru c tu re  has im p ro ve d  v e ry  l i t t le  . . . th e  gap betw een 
p o v e rty  and w e a lth  s te a d ily  w idens.”

A n o th e r recen t b lu n t app ra isa l was conta ined in  a Saigon 
re p o r t to  th e  M a rch  4 C h ris tia n  Science M o n ito r .  C orrespondent 
S a v ille  R. D av is  e xp la ins  th a t to  ge t a re a lis t ic  p ic tu re  o f w h a t 
is happen ing  i t  is necessary to  ta lk  to  new sm en there . “ To  read 
th e ir  d ispatches is n o t enough.”

“ The U n ite d  S tates,”  he repo rts , “ has im posed a p o lic y  l in e  
on the  s itu a tio n  in  S outh V ie tn a m . P res iden t K ennedy made a 
ju d g em e n t th a t th e  p ro g ra m  o f the  w a r is ‘fa vo ra b le  b u t s lo w ’ 
un d e r P res iden t N go D in h  D iem , and a com m and decision th a t 
th e  U n ite d  States w il l  th e re fo re  f ig h t the  w a r th ro u g h  P res iden t 
D ie m .”

“ T he re  is n o t an A m e rica n  new spaperm an in  S outh V ie tn a m ,”  
D av is  declares, “ w ho accepts th a t line . N o r does any one o f them  
th in k  th e  com m and decision w i l l  w o rk .”

Is n ’t  i t  h ig h  tim e  the  U.S. go t o u t o f S outh  V ie tnam ?

He Could Afford To Be Honest
N o t be ing  r itu a lis ts , w e  fe l t  no te m p ta tio n  on W ash ing ton ’s 

B ir th d a y  to  e d ito r ia liz e  abou t the  fa th e r  o f th is  co u n try . B u t 
since then, new spapers fro m  a l l  o ve r th e  co u n try  have been com 
in g  across o u r desk —  a lm os t a ll w ith  th e  in e v ita b le  b ir th d a y  
e d ito r ia l, t i l l  w e w ere  a lm ost b u rie d  in  chopped-dow n c h e rry  
trees.

The o n ly  p o in t these tra d it io n a lis t e d ito rs  seem able to  dredge 
up is w o n d e rm e n t a t how  honest George was. N o w  honesty isn ’t  
to  be va lued  l ig h t ly  and in  com parison w ith  the  p residents and 
o th e r p o lit ic ia n s  o f ou r day, W ash ing ton  d isp layed  a s ta r t l in g  
v e ra c ity . W h a t has happened? Has some c lim a tic  change a ffected  
the  t r u th - te l l in g  a b i l i ty  o f la tte r  day p o lit ic ia n s , so th a t th e  v e ry  
w o rd , p o lit ic ia n ,  has now  become p ra c tic a lly  synonym ous w ith  
lia r?

L e t i t  be noted th a t w h ile  George was v e ry  t r u th fu l,  so w ere  
h is  colleagues and p o lit ic a l r iv a ls . The ke y  is s im p le . P o lit ic a l 
o ff ice  in  those days d id  n o t depend upon e lec tion  by  u n ive rsa l 
su ffrage . The r ig h t  to  vo te  in  the  young  U n ite d  S tates —  as in  
E ng land  —  was re s tric te d  to a th in  s tra tu m  o f p ro p e rty  ow ners.

P o litic ia n s , consequently , d id n ’t  have to  l ie  to  th e  masses, 
d id n ’t  have to  p re tend  th a t th e y  represented the  in te res ts  o f 
eve ryb o d y  o r o f the  g rea t m a jo r ity . T hey f r a n k ly  represented the  
p ro p e rtie d  classes. T hey s t i l l  do today —  b u t no w  th e y  m us t d is 
honestly  conceal th a t fac t.

W ash ing ton  cou ld  estab lish abou t h im  a ll the  tra p p in g s  and 
custom s o f ro y a lty  and consider c re a tin g  an o rd e r o f n o b ility . 
A le x a n d e r H a m ilto n  cou ld  denounce the people  as “ a g rea t beast.”  
T oday th e  rep resen ta tives  o f A m e ric a ’s 60 F a m ilie s  in  Congress, 
the  W h ite  House and the  50 g o ve rn o r’s m ansions m ay w e ll th in k  
the  same —  b u t th e y  dare  n o t say p u b lic ly  w h a t th e y  re a lly  
be lieve.

.  .  . Assault on Dominican Students
(Continued from  Page 1)

the  re v ie w in g  stand and in to  a 
ne a rby  b u ild in g .

Juan  Bosch’s “ dem ocra tic ”  po
lic e  charged in to  the  dem onstra
to rs  sw ing ing  r i f le  bu tts . One o f 
the  secu rity  guards la te r repo rted  
to  the  A m erican  Embassy th a t he 
had heard g u n fire  about 50 feet 
fro m  Johnson. U.S. Am bassador 
John  B a rt lo w  M a rt in  said th a t 
tw o  students w ere wounded.

A t  least ten dem onstra to rs were 
arrested and he ld  by the  police. 
Severa l were led aw ay w ith  th e ir  
faces bloodied by po lice  r i f le  
bu tts . The D om in ican  a u tho ritie s  
la te r  ad m itte d  th ree casualties 
am ong the  students, b u t c la im ed

th a t there  w ere  no b u lle t wounds.
T h is  dem onstra tion , w h ich  b roke  

up the in a u gu ra tion  parade, is an 
in d ica tio n  o f the un rest o f the 
D om in ican  people. Bosch has 
prom ised the people a g reat n u m 
ber o f re fo rm s, in c lu d in g  a house 
and land  fo r  eve ry  D om in ican , a 
jo b  fo r  everyone w il l in g  to w o rk , 
a fa rm  fo r  everyone w i l l in g  to 
w o rk  it ,  and the tra n s fe r o f m any 
p r iv a te  enterprises to  w o rk e r o w n 
ersh ip . He also has prom ised a 
be tte r d is tr ib u tio n  o f the n a tio n ’s 
wealth .

W orkers  in  the  sugar re fin e rie s  
have staged a series o f s trikes to 
im press on the  new  governm ent 
th e ir  demands fo r  a s w if t  so lu tion  
to  long p e n t-u p  grievances.

LO N D O N  —  Since the d is ru p 
t io n  o f the e ffo r t  to  get B r ita in  
in to  the  Com m on M arke t, B r it is h  
in d u s try  and trade is ru n n in g  
in to  even g reater d iff ic u lt ie s . 
P roduc tion  rem ains stagnant and 
even continues to  decline. The 
trade  figu res  fo r  Jan ua ry  show a 
y a w n in g  gap between im ports , 
w h ich  rem a in  heavy, and exports, 
w h ich  h a rd ly  increased, a ba lance- 
o f-paym en ts  d e f ic it  fo r  the m on th  
o f some $200 m illio n . The T o ry  
governm ent, re p o rtin g  th is  to p a r
liam en t, blames these troub les on 
the East Coast longshorem en’s 
s tr ik e  across the A t la n t ic  and the 
heavy w in te r, m a k in g  a lud icrous 
m ou n ta in  o f w h a t un do ub te d ly  is 
a subs tan tia l m o le h ill.

T he need to increase exports  
continues to  spu r the  d r iv e  in  
in d u s try  to  c u t costs in  o rder to 
m ake B r it is h  goods “ m ore com 
p e tit iv e .”  T h is  takes on m any 
form s, beside the  m a in  e f fo r t  to  
get m ore p roduc tion  ou t o f the 
w o rk in g  fo rce  fo r  a sm a lle r wage 
b il l.  One o f these is, o f course, 
v e rtic a l s tre a m lin in g  so-ca lled, o r 
the m erg ing  o f d iffe re n t f irm s  
m a n u fa c tu rin g  va rious  components 
o f the fin ishe d  product.

Steel Bid
In  th is  connection, one p a rtic u la r  

case has caught the  pu b lic  eye. A  
g reat p r iv a te ly  owned steel con
cern, S te w a rt and L loyds, made a 
“ ta ke -o ve r”  b id  rece n tly  in  the 
shares m a rke t fo r  W hiteheads, a 
concern th a t supplies pa rts  to 
R ichard , Thom as and B a ldw ins , 
the  b ig  steel com bine na tiona lized  
unde r the L a b o r governm ent. T h is  
la tte r  com pany constitu tes ne a rly  
the w ho le  o f the  ten pe r cent o f 
the  steel in d u s try  w h ic h  the T o ry  
governm ent has no t ye t de -na - 
tion a lized  despite its  e lection  
prom ises.

In  o rd e r to  fo re s ta ll a c ris is  in  
the  s t i l l  na tiona lized  R ichard , 
Thom as and B a ldw ins , the M ac
m illa n  governm ent had to  f ig h t  
S tew arts  and take over the  sm a ll
e r f irm  its e lf, pa y in g  some f iv e  
m illio n  pounds m ore fo r  i t  than 
the p rice  fo r  w h ich  i t  was sold 
w hen denationalized.

I t  was a rea l spectacle fo r  the 
gods —  a T o ry  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
pledged to free  enterprise , f ig h t in g  
too th  and n a il to  increase the  na
tiona lized  sector! The T o ry  m in 
isters g ive m any specious excuses 
fo r  th e ir  action. The t ru th  o f the 
m a tte r, however, is th a t the d is 
a rra y  in  the econom y ca lls fo r  
g reater p lan n in g  and they them 
selves have been g iv in g  l ip  serv
ice to i t ;  and p lan n in g  in  its e lf 
means as a n e x t step, o b je c tive ly , 
m ore state con tro l, th a t is, na
tion a liza tio n .

Key Lesson
A s the econom ic troub les con

tinue , th is  lesson is bound to im 
press its e lf m ore and m ore on the 
p u b lic  m ind , m ak ing  the  ground 
fe r t i le  in  the  com ing e lection fo r  
an aggressive lin e  by  the L a bo u r 
P a rty  on its  tra d it io n a l p rogram  
o f na tion a liza tio n .

T he catastrophic d rop  in  T o ry  
fo rtunes raise b r ig h t prospects o f 
a La bo u r v ic to ry  in  the elections 
due in  the course o f the n e x t year. 
The G a llu p  po lls  g ive  the  L a b o u r 
P a rty  a 15 per cent lead. F u r th e r
m ore the re  is a steady s h ift  in  
process w ith in  a ll elem ents o f the 
social fa b ric  th a t seems to  take 
th is  prospect in to  account.

There  is, fo r  instance, the sharp 
d rop  in  p ro p e rty  shares on the 
stock exchange. The rea l-esta te  
sharks, w ho fo r  ten years have 
been ha v in g  a f ie ld  day, are ob
v io us ly  p re pa ring  to d raw  in  th e ir  
fangs, in  v ie w  o f renew ed housing 
con tro ls  under governm ent p la n 
n ing. B u t they  on ly  foreshadow  
c ra fty  sh ifts  on the p a rt o f cap ita l 
as a whole.

M ost s tr ik in g , is the line  o f an 
as ye t unpub lished  re p o rt o f the 
N a tion a l Econom ic D evelopm ent 
C ounc il (p o p u la rly  kno w n  as 
N E D D Y ) named by  M a cm illa n  
as a cris is  measure  —  a re p o rt

Wants Jolly, 
Not Beastly, Unions

A llen  Barke, managing d i
rector of the Ford plant in 
Dagenham, England, facing 
a strike because of the w hole
sale firin g  of shop stewards, 
is quoted in  an “Associated 
Press” dispatch as follows: 
“W e are not hostile to the 
unions. In  fact, w hat we 
would like to see are stronger 
unions —  closer to the men 
on the floor, better able to 
w ork w ith  us and to control 
their members. There could 
be so much more happiness 
and prosperity fo r us a ll if  
w e could get honest, friendly  
law  and order back into our 
affa irs .”

scooped by the M anchester G u a r
d ian  the o ther day.

T h is  calls fo r  p ra c tic a lly  a w hole 
program  o f measures sponsored by 
the L a b o u r leadersh ip  fo r  years, 
m ost p ro m im en t ly  o f w h ich  is a 
R edundancy ( la y -o f f )  Fund, pa id  
fo r  by the em ployers, to p rov ide  
separation pay fo r  “ d isem ployed 
w o rke rs ,”  gene ra lly  s h ift in g  the 
ta x  burden fro m  lo w e r incomes to 
w ea lth , ty in g  a ll soc ia l-secu rity  
bene fits  to wage scales and o u t
l in in g  housing and re -d is tr ib u tio n  
o f in d u s try  pro jects, etc. Since a ll 
th is  requ ires lo n g -te rm  arrange
ments, i t  appears to be a s tra w  in  
the w in d  —  th a t the estab lish
m en t behind the governm ent is 
expecting  a tu rn  to  the le f t  and 
a d ju s tin g  accord ing ly.

A n  increase in  the o ff ic ia l u n 
em p loym ent figu res  last m on th  by
100,000 to n e a rly  900,000 (w ay 
over the m il lio n  m a rk  u n o ff ic ia l
ly )  emphasizes the  basis fo r  the 
trend . Head lines in  bo ld type p ro 
c la im in g  “ The End o f F u ll E m 
p lo ym e n t”  sent rem in isce n t s h iv 
ers dow n the spines o f a m idd le  
class a lready deep ly d is illus ioned  
w ith  the  “ a ff lu e n t society.”

On te lev is ion , in  the  theatre, as 
w e ll as in  the  press, c r it ic is m  and 
v it r io l ic  satires o f established so
c ie ty  and its  personages ( fro m  
ro y a lty  to up s ta rt m illio n a ire s ) 
and r ig h t-w in g  la b o u r leaders 
abound. T hey  accu ra te ly  re fle c t 
the g ro w in g  mood o f b itte rness 
and long ing  fo r  a brusque rad ica l 
change.

W h ile  c ru m b lin g  and re tre a t are 
v is ib le  characteris tics o f the  upper 
s tra tum  in  the c o u n try ’s social 
s truc tu re , the re  is a corresponding 
t ig h te n in g  up o f resistance, com - 
b a t iv ity  and s o lid a r ity  in  the 
w o rk in g  class.

T he M in is te r o f L a b o r recen tly  
reported to p a rlia m e n t th a t in  re 
cent years B r ita in  averaged some
2,000 u n o ff ic ia l (w i ld  ca t) s trikes 
annua lly . The blam e is la id  on 
m il ita n t  shop stewards, the  un ion  
representa tives elected a t p la n t 
leve l. A lth o u g h  demands fo r  a ll 
k in d s  o f le g is la tive  action against 
the  shop stewards po u r fo r th  fro m  
the T o ry  propagandists the gov- 
ednm ent is re lu c ta n t to m ake any 
m ove against them  in  fe a r o f even 
g rea te r explosions.

Shake Finger
The r ig h t-w in g  la bo r leaders, 

w ho in  the  past were w o n t to jo in  
the  h o w lin g  pack against the shop 
stewards, now  ju s t shake a fin g e r 
a t “ the few  com m unists”  among 
them  and even have a good w ord  
to say. Ray G un ther, L a b o u r’s 
“ shadow m in is te r”  dea ling  w ith  
th is  fie lds , fo r  exam ple, rose the 
o the r day to d ra w  an eloquent 
p ic tu re  o f the hectic, m onotonous 
and n e rve -w e a rin g  li fe  “ on the 
b e lt”  th a t w o rke rs  have to p u t up 
w ith  and w h ich  lies beh ind the 
s trikes led by the stewards.

A tte n tio n  in  the s trugg le  led by 
the shop stewards against speed
up, the m ore re fin ed  fo rm s of 
w age -robbery  and unem p loym ent

and fo r  m ore hum an cond itions of 
w o rk , is centered on the great 
F o rd  auto w o rks  at Dagenham, 
now  “ w h o lly  A m erican  ow ned.”

The B r it is h  bosses, w i ly  and 
astute in  ha n d lin g  class w a rfa re  
(com prom ise —  on th e ir  te rm s as 
fa r  as possible —  is a s tro n g ly - 
fe lt  a rtic le  in  th e ir  rea lis tic , i f  
cyn ica l, c reed), are q u ite  satisfied 
to le t the D earborn  h o rro r be the 
pacem aker. F o r years the Dagen
ham m anagem ent, unde r orders 
fro m  D e tro it to “ s tream line ”  la bo r 
re la tions, has been la y in g  fo r  the 
shop-stew ard  system w ith  its  f re 
quen t meetings, q u a in t “ te a -tim e ”  
customs, etc. T h is  year i t  took the 
o ffens ive  w ith  an eye to possible 
e n try  in to  the Com m on M arke t, 
no doub t. I t  f ire d  some 70 s tew 
ards. S tr ik e  action was ca lled  fo r.

The 22 un ion  leaderships in 
vo lved  took a hand in  nego tia 
tions fo r  the re ins ta tem ent o f the 
70 w ho had o r ig in a lly  been p ro m 
ised th a t in  a n o -v ic tim iz a tio n  
agreem ent a fte r  a w ild -c a t  had 
been called o ff. The com pany re 
duced its  lis t  to 17, bu t the  un ions 
had a lready agreed on o ff ic ia l 
s tr ik e  action to  fo re s ta ll spon
taneous w a lkou ts . So an o ff ic ia l 
s tr ik e  was set fo r  la s t week.

A t th is  p o in t the governm ent 
stepped in  w ith  a R oya l (o f f ic ia l)  
Com m ission o f In q u iry ,  b u t could 
get the un ions to postpone s tr ik e  
action on ly  a fte r  persuad ing Ford  
to pay each o f the  17 some 11 
pounds pe r week w h ile  the  in q u iry  
is on. In  o ther w ords, fo r  the  tim e  
being, there is sta lem ate in  Dagen
ham. D issa tis fac tion  is n a tu ra lly  
r ife  among stewards and men. 
T hey are in  no mood to take “ g a ff”  
fro m  the D e tro it - m an ipu la ted  
m anagem ent and are w e ll aware 
o f the Ford  record.

Obscure Corners
The p a tte rn  o f la b o r m ilita n c y  

w h ich  is at its  sharpest a t F o rd ’s 
fans ou t a ll over the w o rk in g  
class, now  invo lves an im p en d in g  
s trugg le  o f the teachers and 
reaches in to  the m ost obscure cor
ners.

One such, da tin g  fro m  the D a rk  
o r M id d le  Ages, is  the fam ous 
T ow e r o f London —  a fa v o rite  
w ith  tou ris ts . M any a G I has w a n 
dered th rou gh  its  h is to ry - la d e n  
and ra th e r b lood-s ta ined ram parts , 
led on b y  the g lib  and som etim es 
am using p a tte r o f the  o ff ic ia l 
guides, dressed in  th e ir  c o lo r fu l 
b la c k -a n d -re d  T u d o r hats and 
k no w n  as “ Beefeaters”  since H e n ry  
V I I I ’s tim e . They used to  con fide  
to us in  w a r- tim e , w ith  an u n 
derstandab le grim ace, th a t they 
re a lly  fed  on Yankee “ Spam ”  
then.

N ow  these yeomen w arders, to 
g ive them  th e ir  fo rm a l t it le , are 
locked in  a strugg le  w ith  the  W ar 
O ffice  w h ich  em ploys them . The 
C iv il Service U n ion , to w h ich  
these v e ry  conserva tive  ex -T o m m y 
non-com s o r such belong, has an
nounced th a t the Beefeaters re 
gard the la test wage o ffe r  as in 
su lting , “ a b it  o f a dog’s b re a k 
fas t,”  in  th e ir  ow n words.

T hey  are v e ry  angry , the un ion 
says, and have a ll 38 o f them  
“ u n an im ou s ly ”  threa tened s tr ik e  
action on, ap p ro p ria te ly , George 
W ash ing ton ’s B irth d a y .

— T . J. Peters
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A VISIT TO ALGERIA

Misery, Ruins and Revolutionary Hopes

T H E Y  F O U G H T  A N D  W O N . Algerians pour out of Casbah in  
demonstration during w a r fo r liberation from  French im peria l
ism. N ow  they are coping w ith  problem of building new society 
on basis of w ar-ru in ed , chaotic economy.

By P ierre  Frank
P A R IS  —  A  short stay in A l

giers, a city scarcely typical of the 
rest of A lgeria, and a b rief visit 
in the M itid ja , a fertile  area of 
vineyards, citrus orchards and 
grain fields some fifty  kilometers 
from  the capital of the new ly in 
dependent country, are not suffi
cient to form  definitive conclu
sions. W hat you see and hear is 
filled w ith  the contradictions of 
a situation where everything is 
in flux  and everything is evolv
ing.

Before the revolution, the center 
of Algiers was not A lgierian. I t  
resembled the business district of 
a big French city. The “A lgerian- 
ization” of this European sector is 
striking, and surely irreversible. 
In  these streets which the A l
gerians could once use only as 
common laborers, in these stores 
and cafes where they were hard
ly perm itted to enter, they now  
feel at home.

This is seen most v iv id ly  at the 
university. Once dominated by the 
worst of the pieds noirs (French  
colonials), the campus is now 
alive w ith  3,500 A lgerian students. 
The notorious cafe which the fas
cist law yer Lagaillarde used for 
his headquarters has been taken  
over by them.

In  the form er European town, 
more and more signs appear in 
Arabic characters. From  the ghet
to where they were once con
fined, the Algerians are moving 
into areas where less than a year 
ago the OAS (Secret A rm y O r
ganization), facing im m inent de
feat, filled  the gutters w ith  blood.

L ittle  by little  the crowded 
Casbah is thinning out. There is 
plenty of room for Algerians in 
the Bab el Oued district, deserted 
by the pieds noirs. M ore than 50 
per cent of the stores there have 
been posted as “ biens vacants.” 
(The expression “ biens vacants"
—  “vacated property” —  was in 
vented more than a century ago 
by General Bugeaud to justify  the 
theft of A lgerian land and its 
conversion into the private hold
ings of the French conquerors. A  
case of poetic justice!) M any res
taurants and hotels, fo rm erly the 
property of Europeans, are now  
in the hands of Algerians.

Curious Sight
One of the curious sights in this 

period of transition is the strolling 
soldiers. M en in French uniform  
(including Germ an-speaking For
eign Legionnaires) mingle w ith  
members of the A N P  (National 
Popular A rm y) whom a short time 
ago they would shoot on sight. I  
saw no signs of awkwardness, of 
stiffness, of hostility between the 
two sides.

A  fu rth er word on the surface 
aspect of the city. D uring the 
first years of the A lgerian peo
ple’s struggle for independence, 
French imperialism  sought to im 
press certain layers by granting  
them concessions. D uring the final 
years of the w ar, however, when 
the Europeans recognized that de
feat was inevitable, they let ev
erything go to rack and ruin. 
Aside from  the destruction carried  
out by the OAS, dilapidation be
came quite general. Nothing was 
kept up. Repairs are now under 
way. Bricklayers and painters are 
busy. Everybody believes that the 
stagnation of past months is over. 
A  little  movement is felt.

There is no doubt that inde
pendent A lgeria is removing the 
colonial m ake-up and that this 
development is absolutely irrever
sible. A lgeria’s social evolution, 
however, is another m atter. Here  
it is wiser to observe prudence 
in making forecasts. To a certain 
degree one can perceive the forces 
at work, but to measure them is 
not easy.

A  number of pieds noirs remain
—  and it is not d ifficu lt to see 
that they have learned nothing.

But if as individuals they can 
still commit crimes against the 
Algerians, they no longer consti
tute a social force. French im 
perialism does not seriously count 
on them to assure its positions 
in Algeria. The real danger for 
the Algerian masses today is neo
colonialism; that is, the develop
ment and strengthening of an 
Algerian bourgeoisie which would  
have the support of w orld capital
ism. And this danger is by no 
means insignificant.

During the years of w ar, “na
tive” capital grew considerably. 
According to one reliable source, 
Algerian capital expanded from  
200 to 600 billion old francs (from  
$400 m illion to $1,200 m illio n ). 
For many reasons, this consists 
m ainly of commercial capital en
gaged in foreign trade, in com
merce, the services, etc. In  A l
giers this is seen in the transfer

Ahmed Ben Bella

of exclusive stores, restaurants, 
hotels and cafes from  European to 
Algerian hands. As in every pe
riod of social overturn, some peo
ple have profited personally. Cases 
of corruption have come to pub
lic notice.

In  the future this Algerian  
bourgeoisie can find sources of 
profits in two main areas, given 
the present economic structure of 
Algeria. One is the surplus prod
uct of agriculture and livestock 
(through profits in either foreign  
or domestic tra d e ); the other, gov
ernment orders of a ll kinds. This  
Algerian bouregoisie, no m atter 
how strict and vig ilant the at
titude of the government may be, 
cannot fa il to take on flesh in the 
coming period.

The new Algeria begins w ith  a 
heavy heritage of misery and 
ruins. G rave destruction occurred 
in the countryside —  even orch
ards and woods were destroyed. 
A t the moment people are moving 
toward the towns and cities. The  
fate of the children is one of the 
most painfu l problems.

Perhaps the heaviest handicap 
in this opening period is the lack, 
if not complete absence, of com
petent personnel in all spheres. 
Everywhere evident is extraordin
ary energy and extraordinary de
term ination to bring the country 
out of the situation in which it  
was le ft by colonialism. But it is 
quite apparent that this determ i
nation and energy lack the fu l
crum of cadres, of know-how.

I  interviewed doctors who told 
me that in the hospitals medical 
departments have had to be en
trusted to men who have not yet 
gained their degrees. Medicine 
was one of the fields in which 
there was a re latively high pro
portion of Algerians.

Europeans are now returning to 
Algeria after fleeing last summer 
at the tim e of the OAS terror. U n
fortunately they are not the most 
qualified technically (probably  
because those w ith  skills can 
easily find employment in 
F ran ce ).

The Algerian government w ill

most certainly find itself faced 
w ith the necessity of promoting 
“accelerated formation of skills” 
in all fields from  trades to college 
instruction, including elementary  
schooling where the difficulties  
are m ultiplied by the absence of 
teachers and textbooks, both 
French and Arabic. Even w ith  the 
greatest effort, the bottleneck 
here w ill exist a few  years until 
Algeria can train  the men and 
women needed for a genuine take
off.

Another handicap is credits. It  
is true that French, and American  
imperialism as well, appear adroit. 
No doubt they have drawn lessons 
from the Cuban experience and 
w ill avoid threatening the A l
gerian government too flagrantly
—  at least for a time. W hat they 
w ill do is favor the bourgeois 
forces in the country w hile tol
erating developments for the mo
ment that do not exactly please 
them.

For example, the French gov
ernment has accepted —  in gen
eral —  the take-overs that have 
occurred under the “biens va
cants” measures in agriculture and 
industry, while grumbling over 
specific instances which it would 
like  to reverse. But not to strangle 
someone may not mean that you 
perm it him  to breathe normally. 
On the other hand, the credits 
allocated by the French govern
ment are derisory in comparison 
w ith  the advantages which it  
draws in the financial field from  
certain clauses in the Evian agree
ment. Thus w hile Algerian oil 
brought to the French and other 
foreign oil companies something 
like 300 billion old francs ($600 
m illion) in 1962, the Algerian gov
ernment received only about 22 
billion ($44 m illio n ). The lack of 
banking controls, the absence of a 
customs w all between France and 
Algeria, open the possibility of a 
dangerous drain of capital.

W e should mention that aid 
from  the workers’ states up to 
now has been triflin g  and is not 
likely to increase much.

Complex Situation
Altogether, the Algerian revolu

tion on the m orrow of gaining in 
dependence, after eight years of 
bitter fighting, faces a complex 
situation. In  the absence of un
foreseeable events such as oc
curred in  Cuba, this signifies that 
for some years to come, politics 
w ill be equally complex.

I f  the government is composed 
of variegated social and political 
elements, one must say neverthe
less that the central nucleus, the 
decisive nucleus found at present 
in the Political Bureau of the 
F L N  (National Liberation Front) 
is based on the poorest masses of 
the cities and above all the coun
tryside. This is its main strength. 
But it  cannot automatically head 
toward extensive nationalization  
of the economic structure without 
running the risk of catastrophic 
consequences. For some years, it 
w ill have to perm it a develop
ment of bourgeois forces, to com
promise in certain spheres w ith  
foreign capital and to create bas
tions in the countryside and the 
towns in order to pass later, to the 
construction of a socialist society. 
This w ill not be done w ithout 
crises or w ithout international and 
domestic developments that w ill 
run counter to this d ifficu lt orien
tation.

I  talked w ith  many m ilitants in 
various fields. The most devoted 
and far-seeing agreed pretty much 
that the following is the probable 
perspective: several years of great 
difficulties before A lgeria can 
come out of it  w ith  more num er
ous and more qualified forces. This 
is a tremendous battle in which  
revolutionists throughout the 
world must participate to the best 
of their ability.

The Political Bureau, we said, is 
based on the poorest levels of the

Algerian masses. W hat is its pre
sent policy? I t  is d ifficu lt to de
term ine precisely. The government 
undertakes things in various fields 
without setting the priorities  
which are indispensable in view  
of the lim ited resources which  
must be allocated. W hy is this so? 
Perhaps because it is d ifficu lt to 
decide where to start from  in face 
of the low level to which every
thing has fallen and in face of 
the almost complete lack of sta
tistical and accounting data. This 
is understandable because the gov
ernment has been in existence only 
since last October. But obviously 
this situation is not w ithout grave 
risk should it last too long.

The danger indicated by René 
Dumont, the w ell-know n French  
agricultural expert, for black A f
rica; i.e., the danger of seeking 
to ape the economically developed 
countries, does not seem great in 
Algeria. I  noted among most m ili
tants a tendency towards auster
ity, indispensable under present 
conditions. Sim plicity is the rule  
on the highest levels. O f course 
there are cases of local abuse of 
authority; but the central power 
has not hesitated to handle these 
sharply.

The problem of religion in A l
geria is a d ifficu lt one for some 
European revolutionists. I t  is best 
to be cautious about this. A  very  
legitimate need exists among the 
Algerian people to assert their own 
personality after so many years of 
colonial rule. As a m atter of fact, 
Arabism and Islamism are en
tangled in the consciousness of 
the masses; and, in the field of 
customs and habits, tim e is indis
pensable to reach clarification and 
an ultim ate balance.

Solidarity
On one especially important 

question, the government is very  
firm . This is aid to the A frican  
revolution and to the revolution
ary movements in other colonial 
countries. I t  understands that its 
own existence, the overcoming 
of neo-colonialism, cannot be 
guaranteed unless the colonial 
revolution is carried through to 
the end. A lgeria w ill certainly  
tend to become the center of the 
revolutionary currents of A frica  
as Cuba has for Latin  America.

I  attended the meeting which  
celebrated the opening of an of
ficial office of the M P L A  (Pop
ular Movem ent of Angolan L ib 
eration) in Algiers at which Ben 
Bella presided. His speech which 
was w idely reported, le ft no pos
sible doubt as to his political views 
concerning the Angolan freedom  
movement. The meeting was quite 
impressive. No protocol. A  very  
simple, very sober affa ir. The

platform  was on the same level as 
the audience. Those who sat on 
the platform, including the head 
of the government, had the same 
hard chairs as the listeners. One 
hopes that this atmosphere w ill 
be maintained.

W hat seems to be the weakest 
link is the party. The F L N  has no 
lack of m ilitants. One must add 
that there is no spirit of “Beni- 
oui-oui” (The Algerian equivalent 
of “yes-men” ). They are over
loaded w ith  tasks. But the party  
as such, as an organization, ap
peared to me not to be in the 
center of things. In  other words, 
w hile the government is the prod
uct of the Algerian people, one 
does not see the transmission belt 
in operation between it  and the 
people.

To conclude: Everything is in  
movement. I t  is an experiment, a 
struggle that must be supported 
throughout the w orld, but which  
demands constant determination  
of bearings so that the develop
ment of the various forces operat
ing on the terrain can be gauged. 
In  this w ay w e can contribute  
to this new revolutionary experi
ence w ith  its altogether specific 
traits, its difficulties and its po
tentialities, and help it move to
w ard the socialist outcome.

Algerian Urban 
Reform

The Algerian government has 
established rent ceilings as of 
M arch 1 which make rents 
there among the cheapest in  
the world. Rents per room  
range from  $3 to $15.30 per 
month. The new rate is cal
culated to cost house and apart
ment renters about 10 to 15 per 
cent of their incomes.

S till lower ceilings are being 
established for certain cate
gories such as deductions of 10 
to 20 per cent for homes distant 
from  the center of town; and up 
to 40 and 50 per cent for homes 
rented by families of victims 
of the w ar and veterans. I t  is 
calculated that rents w ill thus 
be 10 to 20 per cent less than 
before. The action of the Ben 
Bella government follows the 
precedent set by the Castro 
regime in Cuba which lowered 
rents 50 per cent soon after the 
revolution.

The rents on apartments and 
houses abandoned by the 
French colons who have fled  
the country w ill be paid to the 
government and w ill be used to 
m aintain the buildings and to 
construct new housing.
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Communist Party Leader Attacks Muslims, Williams
T u r n in g  P o i n t  i n  F r e e d o m  R o a d .

The F ig h t to End J im  C row
N ow . B y  C laude L ig h tfo o t. New
C e n tu ry  P ub lishers : New  Y o rk ,
32 pp., 25 cents.

T he au thor, a lead ing spokesman 
fo r  the C om m unis t P a rty , presents 
th a t p a r ty ’s position  on the present 
stage o f the s trugg le  fo r  Negro 
e q u a lity . H is  cen tra l thesis is tha t 
a s trugg le  should be waged to 
“ break the back o f the J im  C row  
system  w ith in  the fra m e w o rk  o f 
cap ita lism .”  T h is  can be accom
p lished, says L ig h tfo o t. by  a 
“ re a lig n m e n t”  o f p o lit ic a l forces 
w ith in  the tw o  cap ita lis t parties 
so th a t the libe ra ls  w o u ld  then 
be able to  ou tvo te  the D ix ie c ra t-  
R epub lican  coa lition . A n y th in g  
w h ic h  in te rfe res  w ith  u n it in g  a ll 
possible forces in  th is  “ a n ti-m o 
no p o ly  co a lit io n ”  beh ind  lib e ra l 
cap ita lis ts  is d iv is iv e  and danger
ous, he asserts.

In  lin e  w ith  th is, L ig h tfo o t 
presents the C om m unis t P a rty  
estim ate  o f the B la ck  M uslim s, o f 
R obert W illia m s , and o f Rev. M a r
t in  L u th e r  K in g , J r . No estim ate 
is g iven o f the S tuden t N o nv io le n t 
C o -o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee.

O f the M uslim s, L ig h tfo o t says: 
“ T he  danger o f th is  m ovem ent 
lies  in  its  d iv is iv e  na ture . I t  d i
v ides  Negroes, as w e ll as Negroes 
fro m  w h ites . Its  ch ie f w h ip p in g  
boy among Negroes is D r. M a rt in  
L u th e r  K in g . One could w e ll sus
pect th a t i t  is financed by the 
rea c tion a ry  Texas o il b illio n a ire s . 
These fin a n c ia l angels, w ho f i 
nance a ll th a t is rea c tion a ry  in 
A m erica , are s tup id  i f  they arc 
n o t fin a n c in g  the M uslim s because 
th e y  preach the same doc trine  —  
the separation of the races . . .”

T h is  s ta tem ent is a p rim e  exam 
p le  o f the k in d  o f d ivis iveness the 
m ovem ent fo r  social progress in  
th is  cou n try  cou ld do w ith o u t. For 
reasons o f space, w e take up o n ly  
one o f the above fa ls ifica tio n s— the 
a llega tion  th a t the B la ck  M uslim s 
and the w h ite  racists preach the 
same doctrine . A c tu a lly , the w h ite  
rac is ts  preach segregation to m a in 
ta in  Negroes in  oppression. The 
B la ck  M us lim s  preach separation

R obert F. W illia m s

w h ich  they consider necessary fo r  
b u ild in g  an independent Negro 
pow er base so th a t Negroes can 
free themselves fro m  oppression.

L ig h tfo o t continues: “ I t  is pos
sib le fo r  a people’s m ovem ent, a 
m ovem ent such as the M uslim s, to 
p lay  a progressive ro le. A t  present 
its  ro le is reactionary , m a in ly  be
cause o f its  d iv is iv e  character. A l 
liances fo r  progress, no t to be con
fused w ith  the ‘O AS,’ have been 
the cornerstone upon w h ich  peo
ple have achieved freedom  
th roughou t hum an h is to ry . T h is  
has been done by  a ll races, a ll 
classes and a ll nations. A  coa lition  
p o licy  is the essence o f w o rld  
po litics .”

The M us lim s announced at th e ir 
recent conven tion  th e ir  w illingness  
to w o rk  w ith  any o ther Negro 
group to fu r th e r  the Negro s tru g 
gle, b u t they are no t accepting any 
advice to subord ina te  themselves 
in  a coa litio n  w ith  libe ra ls . N o r do 
they w a n t to w a it  fo r w h ite  w o rk 
ers to g ive m assive aid  to the 
Negro strugg le . They don’t  w an t 
to w a it fo r  anybody. They be lieve 
in  b u ild in g  an independent power 
base fo r  Negroes now.

In  d iscussing th is  course, i t  can 
be po in ted ou t tha t Negroes w i l l

.  . . The U.S.-Cuban Situation
(Continued from  Page 1) 

a t the exten t to w h ich  the Cuban 
c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  a c t iv ity  has 
in fla te d  the C IA . He said: “ In  e f
fec t the C IA  exercises po lice - 
s tate powers .  .  . I  cannot recon
c ile  some o f the  ac tiv itie s  o f the 
C IA  w ith  the m aintenance o f 
precious r ig h ts  o f freedom  to the 
A m e rica n  people.”

Morse, h im se lf, however, sup
p o rts  W ash ing ton ’s cam paign to 
c rush the Cuban R evo lu tion . I t  is 
th is  cam paign, c a r r ied out in  v io la 
t io n  o f in te rn a tio n a l la w , U.S. law , 
and the ru les  o f s im p le  hum an 
decency, th a t is s treng then ing  the 
po lice -s ta te  apparatus and c rea t
in g  an atm osphere o f fru s tra tio n , 
hys te ria , and cyn ic ism  w ith in  gov
e rn m e n t c ircles.

A n o th e r exam ple o f th is  is the 
a f fa ir  o f the fo u r  A m erican  flye rs , 
w h om  Senate D em ocra tic  leader 
M ik e  M an s fie ld  ad m itte d  last 
w eek had been k il le d  f ly in g  com 
ba t m issions in  the A p r i l,  1961, 
C uban invasion.

T he  papers around B irm in g h a m , 
A la ., then ca rried  stories o f fo u r 
B irm in g h a m  wom en whose hus
bands had disappeared s h o rtly  be
fo re  A p r i l,  1961 and w ho have 
each been rece iv ing  checks o f $225 
e ve ry  tw o  weeks since then. The 
husbands had a ll w o rked  fo r  the 
Hayes A ir c ra f t  com pany o f B irm 
ingham , and had been rec ru ited  
fo r  “ secret”  d u ty  by  an agency in  
F lo r id a  ca lled  D oub le  Check.

In te rv ie w e d  b y  newsm en, the 
w om en revealed th a t th e ir  hus
bands had le ft  around Jan., 1961, 
on w h a t the wom en w ere to ld  was 
som e k in d  o f secret governm ent 
w o rk . In  la te  A p r i l,  1961, a la w y e r

need a llies  since they are o u t
num bered ten to one in the U.S. 
B u t th is  is no reason w h y  Negroes 
should subord ina te  themselves to 
c a p ita lis t po litic ian s , o r w h y  they 
should no t organize now  as an 
independent power.

The essence o f L ig h tfo o t ’s line  
is th a t even in  an a lliance  w ith  
the la bo r m ovem ent the Negroes 
cannot libe ra te  themselves; tha t, 
indeed, they m ust re ly  on the 
ca p ita lis t governm ent to pro tect 
them.

T h is  is c lear in  L ig h tfo o t ’s re 
m arks about R obert F. W illiam s , 
w ho advocates arm ed self-defense 
by  Negroes. Says L ig h tfo o t:

“ W illia m s  cla im s he is m a in ly  
in te rested tha t the Negro masses 
be in  a position to pro tect them 
selves w hen attacked, and th a t he 
is no t an advocate o f v io lence per 
se. N o tw ith s ta n d in g  his pro testa
tion , the W illia m s  approach, ca r
r ie d  to its  log ica l conclusion, is 
su ic ida l and w i l l  no t lead the 
Negro masses to freedom .”

L ig h tfo o t says he is not opposed 
to arm ed self-defense under ce r
ta in  circum stances, b u t he con
tinues: “ i t  should be po in ted ou t 
tha t arm ed struggles w i l l  not lead 
to  N egro freedom . On the con
tra ry , i t  w ou ld  re ta rd  the f ig h t 
fo r  freedom  because it w o u ld  
leave the strugg le  up to Negroes 
alone. I t  is th is  tendency o f ‘ I ’l l  
w a lk  a lone’ th a t underlies  m uch 
o f the confused d ire c tio n  the W il
lia m s ’ forces advocate.”

“ The m a in  p ro tec tion  fo r  N e
groes in  the South,”  says L ig h t
foo t, “ is to force the Federa l G ov
e rnm ent to shoulder its  responsi
b ilit ie s , as P resident E isenhower 
was forced to do at L it t le  Rock.”

L ig h tfo o t says arm ed struggles 
w i l l  not lead to Negro freedom , 
then he po in ts up the fac t tha t 
arm ed forces have a lready been 
em ployed by the federa l gove rn 
m en t to enforce school desegrega

tion . The U n iv e rs ity  o f M iss iss ip 
p i ba ttle  is another case in  po in t. 
A t  present, there is the a ttem p t to 
en ro ll Negro voters in  M ississipp i, 
w h ich  is be ing m et by  v io le n t a t
tacks from  racists. The “ no n v io 
le n t”  students in vo lve d  in  th is  
w o rk  are co rre c tly  appealing to 
the federa l governm ent fo r  the 
necessary arm ed in te rve n tio n . 
W hether o r not W ashington can 
be forced in to  sending m arshals 
o r troops, the M iss iss ipp i vo te rs - 
reg is tra tio n  d r iv e  has a lready in 
vo lved , and w i l l  invo lve , armed 
struggle.

L ig h tfo o t ’s rea l p o in t is th a t 
o n ly  the arm ed forces o f the 
ca p ita lis t state are app rop ria te  fo r  
the job . T h is  is also the position  
o f Rev. K in g . F o r a ll h is  pa c ifis t 
ph ilosophy K in g  called fo r  federa l 
m arshals to pro tect a church m eet
in g  he was addressing in  M o n t
gom ery w hen i t  was attacked by 
a rac is t m ob d u rin g  the Freedom  
Rides.

The essence o f Rev. K in g ’s 
“ p a c if is t”  pos ition  is no t th a t he 
is opposed to arm ed defense —  he 
proved he had m ore sense than 
th a t w hen he ca lled on the federa l 
m arshals — b u t th a t he is opposed 
to Negroes o rgan iz ing  th e ir  own 
independent means o f self-defense. 
T h is  aversion to Negroes deve lop
in g  a base o f pow er independent 
o f the cap ita lis t state also cha r
acterizes Rev. K in g ’s po litics  and 
h is p ra c tica l leadersh ip  in  actions. 
I t  is his weakest po in t, and has 
led to re tre a t fro m  mass action 
w h ich  could have b ro ug h t the en
t ire  m ovem ent to a h ighe r stage on 
at least three occasions —  once 
d u r in g  the Jackson Freedom  R ide 
and tw ice  in  A lb an y , Ga.

A n o th e r w ay o f s ta ting  th is  
weakness is th a t Rev. K in g  has 
no t b roken w ith  “ the estab lish
m en t,”  w ith  the tw o -p a r ty  system, 
w ith  the c o ld -w a r libe ra ls . Y e t

tha t is ex a c tly  w h y  L ig h tfo o t de
clares:

“ The M us lim s and some o f the 
forces around W illia m s  have a t
tacked Rev. K in g  u n m e rc ifu lly . 
W e C om m unists, w h ile  d isagreeing 
w ith  some o f his ph ilosoph ica l 
ou tlook, and his concessions to 
R ed-ba ting , nonetheless regard  the 
m ovem ents he leads o r in fluences 
as the hea lth iest sign in the w ho le  
Negro strugg le .”

F o r the CP, the whole m ove
m en t m ust be subord ina ted to the 
C om m unist P a r ty ’s va in  hope th a t 
the D em ocratic  P a rty  can some
how be tra n s fo r med in to  a fo rce  
fo r  peace. But the m ilita n t Negroes 
w an t Freedom  Now. They are no t 
sub o rd ina ting  themselves to an y 
body else’s pipe dream .

— Fred Halstead

M artin  L. K ing

World Events

rep resenting  Doub le Check in 
form ed them  that th e ir  husbands 
had been k il le d  on A p r i l  19 - -  a 
date co inc id in g  w ith  the Cuban in 
vasion.

The wom en are angry  because 
people say th e ir  husbands were 
sold iers o f fo rtune , w ho w ent fo r  
the m oney. One o f the w idow s, 
M rs. W ade C a rro ll G ray, said her 
husband received a $1,900 per 
m on th  sa la ry  on the secret job .

The m o the r of one o f the flye rs , 
M rs. R ile y  W . S ham burger Sr. is 
n o t sure her son, R iley  J r., is dead 
and insists on an honest sta te
ment o f w h a t happened to  h im . 
She said she has w r it te n  the C IA  
and P res iden t Kennedy. In  her 
le tte r to Kennedy, she quoted h im  
as saying a fte r  the invas ion th a t 
no A m ericans w ere invo lved . “ I f  
no A m ericans w ere in vo lve d ,”  she 
asked, “ w here  is m y son?”  “ B u t 
he evaded m y question,”  M rs. 
S ham burger said. So d id  the  C IA .

V o w in g  she w o n ’t  g ive  up u n t il 
she gets the th ru th  she declared: 
“ T hey  take y o u r boy aw ay and 
never le t you know  w h a t hap
pened. Some people have even 
said he sold ou t to the Cubans. 
T h is  th in g  is no t fa ir .  I t  makes 
me so m ad.”

The U.S. governm ent is reduced 
to subterfuge, h ir in g  p riv a te  agen
cies to  re c ru it  m ercenary soldiers, 
c ru e lly  keeping the re la tive s  in 
the da rk , because i t  is in vo lve d  in  
a business so d ir ty  and ille g a l th a t 
i t  cannot be fo rm a lly  adm itted . 
There  is no g lo ry  fo r  the A m e r
icans i t  has sent in to  ba ttle . The 
a ttem p t by W ash ing ton to  crush 
the Cuban R evo lu tion  drags the 
U.S. ever deeper in to  m o ra l decay.

CP Youth Reprint Trotsky
Nuova G enerazione, the o ff ic ia l 

n a tiona l m agazine o f the  Ita lia n  
Y oung C om m unis t League has o f
fered its  readers a sample o f Leon 
T ro ts k y ’s actua l w r itin g s . I t  sel
ected fo r re p r in t last m on th  an 
e x tra c t fro m  T ro ts k y ’s book, 1905 
(K n o w n  in  E ng lish  also under the 
t i t le  O ur Revo lu t ion )  w h ich  deals 
w ith  the Russian R evo lu tion  of 
tha t year. The e x tra c t analyzes 
the im portance  o f the general 
s tr ik e  as a step in  the process o f 
an up ris ing .

D u r in g  the w idespread discus
sion in  the Ita lia n  C om m unist 
m ovem ent fo llo w in g  the 22nd Con
gress o f the S oviet C om m unist 
P a rty , Nuova Generazione  p u b 
lished several a rtic les  on T ro ts k y ’s 
tru e  ro le  in  the Russian R e vo lu 
tion  o f 1917 as w e ll as a pho to 
graph o f h im .

Theoretical Decline
M ao T se-tung ’s decline  as a 

the o re tic ian  is characterized in  
successive ed itions o f the A br idged  
S ovie t Encyclopedia  as fo llow s: 
1955— “ a g reat M a rx is t the o re t

ic ia n .”
1957— “ a ve ry  im p o rta n t M a rx is t 

the o re tic ian .”
1960— “ a M a rx is t the o re tic ian .”  
1962— “ a the o re tic ian .”

Hits U.S. on A-Tests
T he L o ndon Times, m ost au

th o rita t iv e  voice o f conserva tive 
though t in G reat B r ita in , on 
M arch  4 ran  an e d ito r ia l cha rg 
in g  th a t the U.S. was fla u n tin g  
“ m il ita ry  and s c ie n tific  log ic ”  by 
its  re fusa l to accept the Soviet 
o ffe r  o f th ree on -s ite  inspections 
a year as a basis fo r  a tre a ty  
bann ing  nuclear tests.

Pakistan-China Border Treaty
In  a m ove h ig h ly  d ispleasing to 

W ash ing ton and N ew  D e lh i, Pa-

k is tan  on M arch  2 signed a border 
tre a ty  w ith  China. I t  defines a 
300-m ile  bo rde r w h ic h  invo lves 
p a rt of K ash m ir. P ak is tan i F o r
eign M in is te r B hu tto , who signed 
fo r  his coun try , was quoted by 
R adio P ek ing  as te ll in g  the C h i
nese d ig n ita rie s  present, in c lu d in g  
P rem ie r Chou E n - la i and Fore ign 
M in is te r Chen Y i: “ The sign ing  
o f the bo rde r agreem ent dem 
onstrates beyond a ll doub t th a t 
d iffe re n t ideologies can liv e  in  the 
same w o rld  and tha t a hundred 
flow e rs  can blossom and a h u n d 
red schools o f tho ugh t contend.”

Partial, Belated Justice
D r. Eduard  G oldstueker, fo rm e r 

Czech Am bassador to Is rae l, who 
was g iven a 24-year sentence in  
the in fam ous S lansky t r ia l ten 
years ago, is to be fu l ly  re h a b il
ita ted  by  the Czech governm ent 
and is expected to rece ive a large 
sum  in  com pensation. In  the 
fra m e -u p  case R udo lph S lansky, 
secre tary genera l o f the Czecho
slovak C om m unist P a rty  and 
o ther CP leaders w ere hanged 
as tra ito rs  and “ Z io n is t”  agents. 
The P acif ic  Jew ish Press exp la ins  
P rague ’s apparent u n w illin gn ess  to 
re h a b ilita te  S lansky and the o ther 
lead ing v ic tim s  by  the em barrass
m ent th a t w o u ld  cause P rem ie r 
N ovo tny, w ho was then in  charge 
o f p a r ty  organ ization, and D r. 
U rv a lc k , now  pres ident o f the 
Czech Suprem e C ourt, w ho was 
the prosecutor at the tr ia l.

Portuguese Colonial 
Repression

In  P o rtu g a l’s East A fr ic a  colony 
o f M ozam bique 14 men and w o m 
en w ere  kep t in  ja i l  fo r  15 m onths 
on charges o f “ a c tiv itie s  against 
the secu rity  o f the state,”  a l
though defense law yers  cla im ed 
the re  was no evidence o the r than 
ex to rted  “ confessions.”  The alleged

leader, poet V irg il io  de Lemos, was 
sentenced to 14 m onths and tw o  
wom en to a m onth  each. The o th e r 
eleven w ere freed. De Lem os was 
charged w ith  ha v in g  tr ie d  to send 
a cable to the U N . The Torch , an 
a n ti-a p a rth e id  paper s t i l l  p u b 
lished in  the U n ion  o f South A f 
rica, quotes a leader in  ex ile  of 
the M ozam bique L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t 
as w a rn in g  tha t the people o f th a t 
co lony w i l l  be forced to take v io l
ent. measures, as in  A ngo la , u n 
less the repression ends.

U.S. Domination of Canada
The N ationa l Observer  com 

ments th a t in  spite o f Canadian 
P r im e r M in is te r  D ie fen bake r’s e f
fo rts  “ a lm ost 70% o f Canada’s b ig  
business en terprises w ere  in  fo r 
eign hands in  1960.”  The category 
“ fo re ig n ”  in  th is  case means m a in 
ly  U.S.

Thoughts 
on the 

Emancipation 
Proclamation: 

1863-1963
By William F. W arde

The unfinished tasks of the C iv il W a r  
—  America's second revolution —  
analyzed in the light o f the dynamics 
of the historical struggle for N egro  
emancipation.
This tim ely study, and other im portant 
related m aterial, will be featured in 
the spring issue of IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
S O C IA L IS T  REVIEW.

Send 35 cents for your copy to:

International Socialist Review,
116 University Place,

New York 3, N . Y.
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Peruvian Reform
New Y o rk , N . Y .

The Feb. 25 M il i ta n t  quoted 
Bohem ia  o f Havana as rep o rtin g  
th a t every il l ite ra te  P e ru v ia n  In 
d ian "w h o  wants to learn to read 
is a ‘com m un is t’ and has to be 
e lim in a ted .”  Tha t's  a ll changed 
now  and the P eruv ian  governm ent 
has in itia te d  a lite ra c y  cam paign 
in  true  fre e -w o r ld  style.

A  recent report on Radio H a
vana gives in fo rm a tio n  on the in 
s p ir in g  social re fo rm  in s titu te d  
la te ly  in  Peru. E very  P eruv ian  
In d ia n  w ho can be taugh t m ust 
learn to read and w r ite  (Spanish, 
no t h is Ind ia n  m othe r tongue), 
w h e the r he w ants to o r not. A n y  
Ind ia n  w ho shows re luctance to 
co-operate in th is  phase o f the 
A llia n c e  fo r  Progress w i l l  face 
fines  and a s t i f f  ja i l  sentence 
w ith  the usual am enities o f the 
P e ru v ia n  penal system.

T h is  re fo rm  should c e rta in ly  
stand com parison w ith  the novel 
m ethod in troduced  by the r ig h t 
w in g e r C arlos Lacerda, governor

“ No one w ho re a lly  kn e w  S ta
l in  w i l l  m ourn  his passing —  
n e ith e r the m illio n s  in  the slave- 
la bo r camps and dungeons o f the 
S ovie t U n ion  no r the  favo red  few  
w ho  owed th e ir  special p riv ile ge s  
to his c rue l and ca lcu la ting  hand 
and w ho  are even now  eyeing 
each o ther w ith  m u rd e r in  th e ir  
hearts. Those w ho grieve , grieve 
over a ly in g  m y th  de lib e ra te ly  
created by S ta lin  h im se lf . . .

“ S ta lin ’s passing fro m  the scene 
w i l l  no t change the cha racter o f 
the bu reaucra tic  caste w h ic h  he 
headed, no m a tte r how  sharp the 
in te rn a l cris is  th a t is p rec ip ita ted  
in  the s trugg le  among top circ les 
fo r  h is m antle . T h is  rea c tion a ry  
caste w h e the r now  o r w ith  some 
de lay w i l l  push fo rw a rd  a new  f ig 
u re  in  its  im age tha t w i l l  no t d i f 
fe r  in  fundam enta ls  w ith  S ta lin .

“ The caste w i l l  no t re tu rn  to the 
p rog ram  o f L e n in  and T ro tsky , fo r 
tha t w o u ld  mean g iv in g  up its  
special p riv ile ge s  and its  power. 
O n ly  the S oviet w o rk in g  masses 
can do th a t and o n ly  against the 
ferocious opposition of the ru lin g  
o liga rchy .

“ B u t n e ith e r w i l l  the caste w e l
come im p e ria lism  in to  the Soviet 
U n ion  as a resu lt o f S ta lin ’s death, 
fo r  tha t w ou ld  mean destroy ing  
its  own econom ic base in  the 
p lanned economy. The caste can 
be expected to  con tinue the de
fense of the Soviet U n ion  against 
im p e ria lis t assault —  a defense, i t  
m ust be added, o f the type  sym 
bolized by S ta lin  th a t underm ines 
the  re m a in in g  conquests o f the 
O ctober 1917 re v o lu tio n .”  —  
M arch  9, 1953.

“ B y  the  m u rd e r o f the tw o  P o l- 
ish -Je w ish S oc ia lis t leaders, H en
r y k  E r lic h  and V ic to r A lte r ,  ad
m itte d  fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  by the 
S ta lin is ts  last week, S ta lin  s truck  
ano the r b lo w  against the defense 
o f the S oviet U n ion . W h ile  the Red 
A rm y  and S ovie t masses w in  the 
a d m ira tio n  o f the w o rke rs  eve ry 
w here  fo r  th e ir  v a lie n t defense of 
the  w o rke rs ’ state, the S ta lin is t 
bu reaucracy has g iven the reac
tionaries  new  weapons fo r  a lie n a t
in g  the sym pa thy  o f the masses 
fro m  the Soviet U n ion  .  .  .  .

“ The o n ly  possible resu lt o f the 
m urde rs  w i l l  be to p lay  in to  the 
hands o f the P o lish  and A llie d  
reactionaries w ho are w o rr ie d  by 
the  Red A rm y  v ic to ries  and are 
t ry in g  to  arouse sen tim ent fo r 
su rro un d in g  the S oviet U n ion  w ith  
an a n ti-S o v ie t coa litio n .”  —  M arch 
6, 1943.

of R io de Jane iro , w h ere in  the 
cops ph ys ica lly  e lim in a te  beggars 
in Rio, m ak ing  the c ity  m ore a t
tra c tive  fo r  tou ris ts .

R.D.

Anti-Bomb Plan
O akland, C a lif.

Last evening w h ile  w a tch in g  the 
B ig  B ro th e r o f A m erica  —  te le
v is ion  —  I  saw one o f the usual 
types o f program s on Cuba be
m oaning the “ s la ve ry ,”  “ hunger”  
and m ilita r iz a tio n  o f the Cuban 
people. M y  f ir s t  reaction  was, “ Oh 
w e ll, pa r fo r  the course.”  B u t as 
I  continued w a tch ing , f i r s t  a c h ill 
and then anger replaced the f ir s t  
reaction . The f in a l po in t o f the 
p rogram  was th a t Cuba has in 
creased her s treng th  so m uch in  
the past year th a t Castro cannot 
be dislodged w t ih  conven tiona l 
weapons and w h ile  no A m erican  
w ants to be “ fo rced ”  to use n u 
c lear weapons, we m ay have to in  
o rder to “ p ro te c t”  ourselves.

I  la id  awake u n t il three in  the 
m orn in g  th in k in g  how th is  m ad
ness could be stopped— some w ay 
the w o rk in g  people o f the w o rld  
could f ig h t  back a t the atom an
iacs.

I tho ugh t o f the trade  boycotts, 
embargoes and blockades tha t 
A m erican  im p e ria lism  has used 
against countries w h ich  fa ile d  to 
w h o le -he a rted ly  endorse being 
robbed. I t  occurred to me tha t an 
ava ilab le  and rea lizab le  action — 
one w h ich  w ou ld  p ro p e rly  tu rn  
the tables —  is fo r  the w o rk in g  
people of a ll countries w ho w a n t 
to stay a live  to refuse to unload, 
transport, produce o r buy any 
A m erican  p roduc t u n t i l  such tim e 
as a ll atom ic weapons are d is 
m antled . L e t the w o rk in g  people 
o f the w o r ld  dem and “ on site in 
spection”  o f U.S. m iss ile  bases.

The banner in  the c losing scene 
o f On the Beach reads: “ There Is 
S t i l l  T im e, B ro th e r.”  I w o u ld  re 
ite ra te  this, adding, “ B u t N o t 
M uch .”

V irg in ia Kaye 

Criticizes Stand on Strikes
Orange, N. J.

There  is so m uch tha t is superb 
in  The M i l i t a n t  one hesitates to 
make any c r it ic a l comments. H o w 
ever, m ay I ven tu re  to say tha t I  
th in g  yo u r backing  of any and a ll 
s trikes, even i f  the s tr ike rs  are 
ge tting  wages fa r  in  excess o f most 
o f us. is not e n tire ly  in  the best 
in te rests o f the w o rk in g  man.

B y  a ll means, support honest 
s trikes. B u t the ve ry  w o rkers  
needing am e lio ra tion  o f conditions 
the m ost cannot s tr ik e  due to w eak 
leadership. The s tr ike rs  are those 
whose leadersh ip  is most po w e rfu l.

F.A.

Bouquet Dep't
D e tro it, M ich .

I f  the people o f the U n ited  
States o f N o rth  A m erica  were able 
to read The M i l i t a n t  then they 
w o u ld  kno w  w h a t is happen ing in  
the w o rld . T h is  w e ek ly  is the 
cham pion o f t ru th  in  th is  coun try .

P.M .

Fidel Unrefuted
W inston, M ontana

Delayed renew ing  m y subscrip 
t ion  because o f m y w ish  to  enclose 
another one w ith  it. So here it  is.

No, v e r ily , I  w o u ld  no t be w ith 
out The M i l i ta n t ;  every issue has 
an ou ts tand ing a rtic le : i t  is fac
tua l, t r u th fu l and w ay ou t in  
fro n t o f a ll o ther le ft is t pu b lica 
tions. The kep t press, the g u tte r 
press, the p ro s titu te  press, the re p 
t ile  press o r ju s t p la in  cap ita lis t 
press is no t even w o rth y  o f m en
tion .

The coverage on Cuba, p lus a ll 
the rest o f L a tin  A m erica , is pa r

exce llen t, sp lend id  and a ll the 
o the r ad jectives I  can th in k  of.

Has i t  occurred to anybody th a t 
the a fo rem entioned g u tte r press 
has never ye t been able to re fu te , 
discuss or challenge one single 
accusation leve lled  at the im 
p e ria lis t brigands in  the m any 
speeches by F ide l?

Has i t  likew ise  occurred to an y 
body th a t there is not one single 
na tion state on th is  to rtu re d  old 
b a ll o f m ud sometimes ca lled the 
E arth  w here  the im p e ria lis t b r i 
gands can’t e x p lo it and rob  w h ich  
they  are no t sub jec ting  to a ll the  
crim es in  the book; nam ely, arson, 
subversion, m urder, espionage, 
sabotage, and a ll the fo u l d ir ty  
w o rk  th e ir  C IA  can dream  up?

C onversely, is the re  one single 
state w here  these brigands do ex 
p lo it  w h ich  they  are a tta ck in g  in  
any way? I t  n a tu ra lly  fo llow s  then 
th a t th e ir  po licy  tow a rd  any state 
is based upon one prem ise and 
one prem ise on ly ; v iz : as long as 
we can e x p lo it  and ro b  you we 
w i l l  leave you in  peace; bu t i f  we 
can’t rob  and e x p lo it we w i l l  
com m it a ll the a forem entioned 
crim es against you —  and some 
m ore too. So, herein, is contained 
the dead g iveaw ay o f th e ir  game. 
Saludos compañeros.

J.H.

News and Views from Dallas
Dallas, Texas

In  m y op in ion  The M i l i ta n t  is 
the m ost in fo rm a tiv e  rad ica l pub
lic a tio n  in  A m erica . Y o u r cover
age and analysis o f the labo r 
m ovem ent is unsurpassed any
w here. In  term s o f p o lit ic a l action, 
how ever, a lthough in  general I 
c e rta in ly  agree w ith  yo u r a ttack

O fficials and Children First? —
The In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G arm ent 
W orke rs  U n ion  o ffice  b u ild in g  in  
N ew ark , N.J., has been g iven a 
“ fa llo u t she lte r license.”  I t  w i l l  be 
stocked w ith  em ergency rations, 
chem ica l to ile ts, etc. The I LG W U  
paper, Justice, c a re fu lly  notes: 
“ The area designated is ava ilab le  
fo r  pu b lic  use and occupancy, a l
though the persons n o rm a lly  using 
the b u ild in g  are recognized to 
have f irs t  choice in  the she lte r 
quarte rs .”

The Drug Alliance ( I )  —  The
U.S. d ru g  in d u s try  has demanded 
th a t W ashington s tra igh ten  ou t the 
governm ent o f Colom bia w h ich  
has ru le d  th a t drugs m ust be sold 
the re  un de r generic ra th e r than 
trade  names in  o rder to curb
astronom ica l prices. The U P I  re 
ports: “ In d u s try  sources said U.S. 
A llia n c e  fo r  Progress aid  to Co
lom bia  cou ld  be jeopard ized by
any extension o f the d ispu te .”

Drug Alliance ( I I )  —   O lin
M athieson, a m a jo r d ru g  m anufac
tu re r, was in d ic ted  by a fede ra l 
grand ju r y  Feb. 28 along w ith  two 
in d iv id u a ls  and tw o  im p o r t-e x 
p o rt f irm s . The governm ent 
charged a conspiracy in v o lv in g  
k ickbacks on the sale o f drugs
abroad financed by  fed e ra l fo r
eign aid  funds. The charges 
stem m ed m a in ly  fro m  the sale of 
an tib io tics  in  V ie tn am  and Cam 
bodia. I t  was charged th a t a fo r 
m er O lin  M athieson execu tive  had 
established a dum m y corpora tion  
and tha t transactions of $1.5 m il
lion , in vo lve d  k ickbacks o f some 
$150,000.

on the D em ocra tic  P arty , the need 
fo r  a lib e ra l- la b o r p a rty  independ
ent o f the E stab lishm ent, etc., I  
feel you are c o m m ittin g  a gross 
e rro r by neg lecting  any serious 
discussion o f the “ R e fo rm ”  m ove
m ents inside the D em ocratic  P a rty , 
th e ir  h is to ry , w here  they are going, 
etc. Especia lly  I re fe r to the fa c t 
tha t you seem to to ta lly  igno re  the 
C a lifo rn ia  D em ocratic  Councils, 
the New Y o rk  R efo rm  D em ocratic  
C lubs, etc.

I t  w o u ld  also be exceed ing ly 
h e lp fu l i f  in  add ition  you w o u ld  
g ive  m ore coverage on p o lit ic a l 
m ovem ents independent o f the 
m a jo r parties, such as the Hughes 
cam paign in  Massachusetts. La s tly , 
some a tten tion  to m ovem ents in 
side the la bo r m ovem ent fo r  un ion  
dem ocracy. I  feel tha t some a tte n 
tion  to  these subjects w ou ld  im 
mensely im p rove  the a lready high 
educa tiona l and in fo rm a tiv e  q u a l
i ty  o f yo u r paper.

H ere is an in te res tin g  item  you 
m ig h t w ish  to p r in t :  La s t m onth 
a newscast m entioned the p lig h t 
o f M rs. M a rie  O rtiz  and he r s ix  
ch ild re n  here whose house had 
bu rned  dow n w ith  a ll th e ir  be
longings. I t  seems tha t o u t o f a 
w e lfa re  check o f $107 a m onth, $74 
had been going to pay the re n t on 
the house. A lth o u g h  her rent had 
been paid fo r  the m onth , the la n d 
lo rd  decided to cut o ff the w a te r 
and gas anyw ay. (Reason no t g iv 
e n ). T h is  necessitated the fa m ily  
b u rn in g  wood in  a rig g e d -u p  stove 
to keep w a rm  ( i t  was d u rin g  a 
five -deg ree  cold s p e ll) . T h is  was 
w ha t caused the fire .

I t  was also disclosed tha t M rs. 
O rtiz ’s husband deserted her fo u r 
years ago; m oreover cancer and

Economic Theory Dep’t —- The
M arch  1 issue o f the Washington  
Report o f the Cham ber o f Com 
merce says “ there  is a tendency 
fo r  prices to equal o r exceed 
costs.”

Hospital Care — St. Lou is  o f
f ic ia ls  p lan an in ves tig a tion  o f the 
death o f a wom an w h o  was le ft 
unattended on a s tre tche r in  a 
C ity  H o sp ita l fo r  12 hours. A n  of
f ic ia l said “ the hosp ita l is so ove r
taxed th a t at tim es m em bers o f 
the s ta ff arc unab le to g ive the 
a tten tion  they  should to each 
pa tie n t.”

We Do —  A  Feb. 25 W all  Street 
Jou rna l  e d ito r ia l posed th is  ques
tion : “ Do some Congressmen ac
tu a lly  be lieve th a t bankers and 
o the r lenders lie  aw ake n igh ts  
t ry in g  to th in k  o f new  ways to 
cheat the pu b lic? ”

I t  Pays to Pay —  K in g  G ustav 
o f Sweden was g iven a $50,000 
wage h ike , b r in g in g  h is y e a rly  
wages and a llow ance to  $550,000. 
T he increase was g ranted because 
h is palace employes w ere th rea ten -

an eye u lce r made it  im poss ib le  
fo r  her to w o rk . Some k in d  p e r
son suggested she tu rn  over h e r 
ch ild re n  to an orphanage. She re 
p lied  she did  not w ish  to l iv e
w ith o u t her ch ild ren .

The conclusion o f th is  p a r tic u la r  
ta le is no t qu ite  so sad —  a n u m 
ber o f people sent sub s tan tia l 
c h a r ity  con tribu tions . B u t th is  
on ly  causes one to w onder abou t 
the num ber o f M rs. O rtizes w h o  
live  under the same o r worse con
d ition s  and s u ffe r s im ila r  ca tastro
phes, and go unno ticed by  the
press and ch a rity -g iv e rs . I t  also
leads one to seriously  question a
system w h ich  pe rm its  such a s it
ua tion  to ever ex is t in  the f i r s t  
place. W ould i t  no t be fa r  b e tte r 
to fu n d a m e n ta lly  tra n s fo rm  the  
social cond itions w h ich  are p re 
sen tly  the cause o f unem p loym ent, 
poverty , re lie f  ro lls  and so fo rth , 
than to re ly  on the sym pa thy  o f 
a few  o f the r ic h  at C h ris tm as 
and in “ sensational”  cases such 
as th is  one?

L.H .

Anti-Tuition Protest
N ew  Y o rk , N. Y .

The C om m ittee fo r  F ree Educa
tion  plans to pro test Gov. Rocke
fe lle r ’s proposal to in s titu te  t u i
tion  fees in State and C ity  Colleges. 
Buses w i l l  take  students to the  
C ap ito l B u ild in g  in  A lb a n y  on 
M arch  11.

T he students p lan to  p icke t th e  
cap ito l d u rin g  the a fte rnoon  and 
lobby state senators and assem bly
men. You arc also urged to  w r ite  
to the gove rno r and to  y o u r sen
a to r and assem blyman u rg in g  con
tinued  free h ighe r education.

Student

ing  to s tr ik e  i f  they d id n ’t  get a 
raise. I t  is not reported i f  G ustav 
made s im ila r  threats.

M a rch  o f Science —  a ga th e rin g
o f scientists in  Los Angeles was 
to ld  tha t a com puter a t the M as
sachusetts In s titu te  o f Techno logy 
has w r itte n  dozens o f T V  westerns 
in  a s ingle a fte rnoon  —  com ple te 
w ith  sub -p lo ts  and happy endings.

Segregation S tra teg is t —  B irm 
in gh am ’s pu b lic  g o lf course, w h ic h  
was closed last year to avo id in 
teg ra tion , m ay reopen M ay  1. 
M ayo r A r t  Hanes has proposed 
th a t the c ity  sell season ticke ts  to  
go lfe rs at $100 o r $125 a season. 
He figu res  th is  w i l l  d iscourage 
m ost Negro go lfers. No estim ate  
has been o ffe red  on how i t  w i l l  a f
fect w h ite  ones.

Fast Squeeze —  “ C om m unica
tions have done wonders fo r  th e  
food in d u s try . N ow  grocers can 
raise the p rice  o f orange ju ic e  on 
th e ir  shelves tw o  days a fte r  a  
F lo r id a  freeze instead o f w a it in g  
u n t i l  the new  crop comes to m a r
k e t.”  —  The M em phis Com m erc ia l  
Appeal.

Thought for the Week
“ I t ’s not as i f  Bobby was against c iv i l  l ibert ies ,”  said an associate 

in  the government, “ i t ’s ju s t  tha t  he doesn’t know  w h a t  they are.”  —  
Q uoted by Gore V id a l in  a M arch  Esquire  a rtic le  on A tto rn e y  G eneral 
R obert F. Kennedy.

I t  Was Reported in  the Press
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We Hadn't Thought of It  This Way

I was afraid he'd lose interest when the New York Post resumed 
publication. But he's wonderfully stubborn.

In  our last issue we condemned 
President Kennedy as a strike
breaker because of his viru lent at
tack on the New  Y o rk  printers.

B ut we may not have fu lly  ap
preciated w hy he called the strike  
“intolerable.” In  fact, even 
through w e’re right in the stricken 
area, we didn’t rea lly  grasp the 
gravity of the situation un til we  
picked up the Feb. 27 issue of the 
Christian Science M onitor, an out- 
of-tow n paper now making valiant 
efforts to cover the New  Y ork  
scene. The article spelling out the 
dire consequence of the strike was 
headlined:

“Debutante Balls W eather 
Blackout: News Strike Pinches 
N .Y . Society.”

The reporter, M arily n  Hoffm an, 
begins w ith  an almost ligh t-heart
ed tone, which may be fitting  for 
a paper which, policy-wise, views 
this life  and its problems as tran
sitory.

“The doings of the smart

Sealtest Boycott Wins 
CORE Hiring Demand

NEW  Y O R K  —  The Congress of 
Racial Equality has announced the 
end of its boycott against products 
of the Sealtest D a iry  Company 
in the N ew  Y o rk  area. The firm  
has agreed to CORE demands that 
more Negroes and Puerto Ricans 
be hired. W hen the boycott began 
Jan. 13, CORE demanded that a 
m inim um  of 50 Negroes and 
Puerto Ricans be hired during  
1963. The company employs over 
900 workers, only about 25 of 
whom were Negroes before the 
boycott began.

Lincoln Lynch, president of the 
Long Island chapter of CORE, 
estimated that the boycott in 
volved some 40,000 customers and 
cost the firm  $10,000 a day. Lynch  
said he thought the boycott was 
the first of its kind in the m etro
politan area. I t  was patterned  
after a successful boycott in P h ila
delphia. CORE workers held pos
ter walks, broadcast from sound 
trucks, and distributed leaflets in 
New Y o rk  C ity ’s Negro and Puerto 
Rican areas. Teams entered super
markets and small stores, urging 
them to stop selling Sealtest prod
ucts. Stores which co-operated 
were given posters to display in 
windows.

crowd,” she reports, “ the flittings  
about of the international set and 
the comings and goings of café 
society, usually transmitted by so
cial and gossip columns, are not 
now being recorded for posterity.”

This may be a small m atter for 
the Christian Science Monitor. But, 
as the paper recognizes, not so for 
us ordinary New  Yorkers. “To 
a status-conscious city,” the report 
continues, “acutely conscious 
about who others are marrying, 
where they are going, w hat they 
are wearing, and who is ascending 
the social ladder most spectacular
ly , this is indeed a blow.”

W e hadn’t realized how hard we 
had been h it un til we read this 
and were kept from  being com
pletely shattered only by having 
the positive side of the disaster 
pointed out to us: “S till, the so
cial season w hirls on, w ith  or 
without comment, and the town  
has grown socially closer-knit in 
many ways. People have shown 
themselves more eager to p arti
cipate, and private entertainm ent 
has boomed as friends get to
gether to exchange the bits of 
news and gossip that they haven’t 
been able to read anywhere at 
all.”

But all this bright-side business 
was designed, we discovered, to 
condition us to take the real jolt, 
to w it:

Lethal Punch
“Probably no group fe lt the 

punch worse that the 495 debut
antes who ‘came out’ this season 
in New  York, according to Ed
w ard M . Seay, publicist of the 
W aldorf-A storia Hotel.”

Even though no one in our fam 
ily  was among the 495 debs whose 
coming out was blacked out we 
can certainly agree when M arilyn  
Hoffm an writes:

“A fte r years of planning it  was 
a b itter frustration for proud par
ents not to be able to announce 
to the w orld the social debut of 
their daughters. They fe lt de
prived indeed by the news black
out.”

Y et that quality which makes 
New York and Am erica great 
triumphed:

“However, in the show-must- 
go-on tradition, all of the beauti
fu lly  gowned young women event
ually paraded up the middle of 
ballrooms all over town —  29 de
butante balls were scheduled —  
curtsied low when their names

were announced, and were w el
comed to the ranks of society w ith  
polite applause from  the invited  
guests.”

Be that as it may, i t ’s certain
ly  easy to understand w hy the 
president blasted the printers for 
their lack of social consciousness 
and w hy a senator, who modestly 
remained anonymous, was quoted 
in the Feb. 23 M onitor as re 
marking:

“President Kennedy couldn’t 
shut down the New Y o rk  newspa
pers. Congress couldn’t stop them  
printing. But a little  group of men 
can do it. W hy, even in Moscow 
there are newspapers. How  much 
anarchy can we allow?”

Clearly, w e’ve allowed too much 
already when 29 debutante balls 
can be blacked out in a single 
strike. O ur only comfort is that 
w hile Moscow may still have pa
pers, they don’t have any debut
ante balls to report. Some papers!

— H erm an Chauka

B L O O M IN G T O N , Ind. —  Prose
cutor Thomas A . Hoadley, con
tinuing his attack on the Indiana  
University chapter of the Young 
Socialist Alliance, stated to the 
Bloomington H erald  -  Telephone 
Feb. 22 that “the central issue re
mains that this organization, like  
its parent group, the Socialist 
W orkers Party, states that it is a 
revolutionary socialist organiza
tion.” Hoadley has said that he 
w ill seek a Grand Jury indict
ment of the Y S A  under the In 
diana Communism Act.

A  statement issued by the 
Bloomington Defense Committee 
says that M r. Hoadley’s declara
tion abounds w ith  confusion and 
error. “ I t  is im perative that the 
Defense Committee attempt to 
correct these inaccuracies publicly  
for, as the D aily Student [ IU ’s 
campus paper] editorialized on 
Feb. 23, M r. Hoadley is conduct
ing a ‘tr ia l by newspaper’ and his 
false charges may prejudice poten
tial jurors.”

The BDC statement continues, 
“A fte r no little  investigation the 
Defense Committee can state that 
the Y S A  is not the youth move
ment of the SW P . . . Organiza
tionally the Y S A  always has been 
and is today independent of the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  and any 
other political grouping. I t  form 
ulates its political positions in 
dependently through its own deci
sion-making bodies.

Only Basis
“The only basis for M r. Hoad

ley’s charge is that the Y S A  in 
general shares a Trotskyist poli
tical orientation. This is the 
meaning of ‘political solidarity’ 
[w ith  the SW P] as stated in the 
M ay 1960 issue of the Young So
cialist, paper of the Y S A .”

M r. Hoadley particularly objects 
to the fact that Y S A  describes i t 
self as revolutionary, although he 
has not been clear in his definition  
of the term . In  the Feb. 18 issue 
of the Herald-Telephone  Hoadley 
suggests that “revolutionary” 
means the advocacy of the violent 
overthrow of the United States 
government.

The Y S A  has publically and un
equivocally denied that it  advo
cates the violent overthrow of the 
government. On the other hand, it  
does advocate a revolutionary, i.e., 
fundamental, change in the ex
isting social and economic institu
tions of society. The term  “rev -

55 Notables Urge U.S. End 
Intervention in South Vietnam

W A S H IN G T O N , M arch 6 —  An  
open letter to President Kennedy, 
calling attention to “the mounting  
opposition of Am erican public 
opinion” to U.S. m ilita ry  interven
tion in  South Vietnam , was made 
public (W ed. M arch 6) today. I t  
was signed by more than 55 prom 
inent Am erican citizens.

Signers included D r. John A. 
Mackay, president emeritus, P rin 
ceton Theological Seminary, Prof. 
P itir im  A. Sorokin, Harvard U n i
versity, Rev. John Haynes Holmes, 
minister emeritus, Community  
Church of New  York, Gen. Hugh  
B. Hester, U.S. A rm y (re t.) , Prof. 
Linus Pauling, Mrs. Anne (Cyrus  
S.) Eaton, and D r. Corliss Lamont.

The letter urged the President 
“to make far-reaching changes in  
our policy in that troubled area 
before the situation deteriorates 
fu rther” and added:

“Ever since 1954 the United  
States has been working for an 
‘Am erican’ solution for V ietnam  —  
that is, to k eep the country di
vided, so chat at least one seg
ment of it remains under Western 
control and becomes a bastion of 
anti-Com m unist strength.

“To achieve these ends, Am erica

has supported the tyrannical D iem  
regime against the National L ib 
eration Front, a coalition of d if
ferent political parties, ethnic  
groups and religious communities.

“These elements, as w ell as 
other groups outside the Front, 
have resorted to guerrilla fighting  
or m ilita ry  coups to unseat Diem, 
because he has refused to allow  
norm al democratic procedures for 
political opposition and an orderly  
change of government.”

The letter appealed to the Presi
dent to end the “abortive and uni
lateral effo rt” to bring about a 
m ilita ry  solution in South V ie t
nam, and instead, u tilize diploma
cy and international negotiations.

You-Know-Who Got It
The average price paid by U.S. 

consumers for a one-pound loaf of 
bread rose from  an average of 
13.5¢ in the period 1947-49 to 20.9¢ 
in 1961, according to the Depart
ment of Agriculture. But don’t 
blame the farmers! The ir share of 
the price paid by housewives for 
that loaf fe ll from  2.7 cents to 
2.4 cents.

olutionary” is used to distinguish 
the Y S A  program of fundamental, 
comprehensive change from  pro
grams of gradual reform.

“M r. Hoadley has expressed a 
desire that his actions not be in 
terpreted as a new variety of ‘M c-  
Carthyism,” the BDC statement 
notes. “I f  M r. Hoadley is indeed 
sincere in his desire that his mo
tives not be misconstrued, he has 
every opportunity to demonstrate 
this by w ithdraw ing the request 
he has made upon the University  
to remove Y S A ’s recognition, and 
by abandoning his proposed Grand  
Jury investigation.

“W e are convinced that the 
University and Bloomington com
m unity would support the prose
cutor if  he would term inate his 
proceedings w ithout delay.”

Meeting Hits Denial 
Of Parole to Sobell

N E W  Y O R K  —  Thirteen years 
ago Morton Sobell was sentenced 
to 30 years in prison on the charge 
of conspiracy to commit espionage. 
H e was convicted during a time  
of w itch-hunt hysteria on the 
testimony of one unreliable w it
ness. His latest appeal fo r a parole 
has just been denied.

On Feb. 27, the Committee to 
Secure Justice fo r Morton Sobell 
held a meeting at Community 
Church. Among those on the p lat
form  were Helen and Rose Sobell, 
the prisoner’s w ife and mother.

A  film , Morton Sobell— A Plea 
For Justice, was shown. I t  traces 
the case, shows some of the 
w orld-w ide protest generated by 
it, and includes statements by 
some prominent people who sup
port the plea for clemency.

In  calling the meeting, Helen  
Sobell said: “Professor W orm uth  
of the University of Utah .  .  . is 
saying that the entire Rosenberg- 
Sobell tria l is so sordid that no
body in Washington wants to 
chance its reopening. They would 
rather let an innocent man remain  
in prison tom  from  his fam ily  
than open a door that could perm it 
light on one of the most shameful 
episodes in our history.”

A t the meeting, she said, “We 
turned from  the graves of Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg and vowed 
that we had to fight to remove 
the stone from  the tomb of M or
ton.” The Sobell Committee w ill 
continue to press for Sobell’s free
dom, a new tria l, or parole. The  
address of the committee is: 940 
Broadway, New  Y o rk  10, N . Y .

Ohio D.A. Tries to Balk 
Bail for Mae Mallory

The release on bail of Mrs. M ae  
M allory, one of the victims of the 
Monroe, N.C., “kidnap” fram e- 
up, ordered by Chief Justice 
Kingsley A . T a ft of the Ohio Su
preme Court, has been stymied by 
a Cleveland prosecutor.

The prosecutor, John T. Cor
rigan, filed a motion requiring that 
the setting of bail for the Negro  
mother, who is fighting extradi
tion to North Carolina, be passed 
on by all seven members of the 
state supreme court.

In  setting bail, the Ohio chief 
justice, pointed out that the state 
constitution prescribes the setting 
of bond for a ll prisoners before 
tria l save those charged w ith  cap
ital crimes. Mrs. M allory  on March  
1 completed a year’s imprisonment 
in Ohio though she is accused of 
no crime save the fram ed-up “k id 
nap” charge in K u  K lu x  K lan - 
dominated Union County, North  
Carolina.

N.Y. Paper Strike Pinches Vital Area
Indiana Prosecutor Rebutted 
On Smear of Young Socialists


