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Bertrand Russell Brands 
U. S. Guilty in Vietnam

Ben Bella Extends Algerian Workers’ Rule
—  See Text of Speech on Page 5 —

A Special Report on Algerian Developments
—  See A rtic le  on Page 4 —
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Negroes Push Attack 
On Southern Racism

R IG H T S  F IG H T E R . R ev. F . L . S h u ttles w o rth  ( le f t ) ,  lead er o f 
B irm in g h a m , A la . dem onstrations. H e  has long record fig h tin g  
J im  C ro w  and is shown here w ith  frien d s a fte r  racists bom bed  
his hom e C hristm as, 1956. In  the fam ous 1961 F reedom  R ide it  

was he w ho  helped N a sh v ille  students continue rid e  a fte r  m ob  
vio lence stopped buses in  A lab am a.

B y  B a rry  Sheppard
The em inen t B r it is h  ph ilosopher, 

91-y e a r-o ld  B e rtra n d  Russell, sent 
a le tte r  to the  A p r i l  8 New Y o rk  
Tim es  p ro tes ting  the U.S. ro le  in  
the  w a r in  South V ie tnam .

“ The U n ited  States G overnm en t 
is conducting  a w a r o f a n n ih ila tio n  
in  V ie tn a m ,”  Russell w ro te . “ The 
sole purpose o f th is  w a r is to re ­
ta in  a b ru ta l and feuda l reg im e in  
the South and to  ex te rm ina te  a ll 
those w ho resist the d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f the South. A  fu r th e r  purpose is 
an invas ion o f the N o rth , w h ich  is 
in  C om m unis t hands.

“ The rea l concern w h ich  brings 
the U n ite d  States to pursue the 
b ru ta l po licy  abandoned by  France 
in  Indoch ina  is the p ro tec tion  o f 
econom ic in te rests and the p re ­
ven tion  o f fa r  reach ing social re ­
fo rm s in  th a t p a rt o f the w o rld .

“ I  raise m y  voice, how ever, no t 
o n ly  because I am in  pro found  
d isagreem ent w ith  A m erican  ob ­
jec tions to social change in  In d o ­
china, b u t because the w a r is be­
in g  conducted as an a tro c ity . N a p ­
alm  je l ly  gasoline is be ing used 
against w ho le  v illag es  w ith o u t 
w a rn in g . C hem ica l w a rfa re  is em ­
ployed fo r  the p u rpose o f des troy­
in g  crops and lives tock  and to 
s tarve the popu la tion .

“ The A m erican  G overnm en t has 
suppressed the t ru th  about the 
conduct o f th is  w a r, the fa c t th a t 
i t  v io la tes the Geneva agreements 
concern ing  Indoch ina , th a t i t  in ­
volves la rge num bers o f A m erican  
troops, and th a t i t  is  be ing con­
ducted in  a m anner rem in iscen t o f 
w a rfa re  as practiced  by  the  G e r­
mans in  Eastern Europe and the 
Japanese in  Southeast Asia. H ow  
long w i l l  A m ericans lend them ­
selves to th is  sort o f ba rba rism ?”

On the same page, the New Y o rk  
Tim es  tr ie d  to answ er Russell w ith  
an e d ito r ia l accusing h im  o f “ an 
u n th in k in g  re c e p tiv ity  t o  the most 
transp a re n t C om m unist p ropa­
ganda.”  The e d ito r ia l goes on to 
repeat the d is to rtions , h a lf  lies and 
fu l l  lies o f the  o ff ic ia l W ash ing-

Mae M allory  
Again Free on Bail

C L E V E L A N D  —  M rs . M ae  
M a llo ry , one o f the d e fen d ­
ants in  the notorious M onroe, 
N .C . “ k id n a p ” fra m e -u p , was  
released A p r i l  8 on $15,000  
b ail. She is free  pending a 
fed era l court decision on h er  
la w y e r ’s appeal against the  
O hio o rd er fo r h e r e x tra d i­
tion  to N o rth  C aro lin a . D e ad ­
lin e  fo r f i lin g  the appeal is 
in  June and the co u rt’s deci­
sion is expected th a t m onth.

M rs . M a llo ry  spent o ver a 
y e ar in  ja i l  w h ile  fig h tin g  
ex tra d itio n . Released on b a il 
M arch  14, she was im p ris ­
oned again  M arch  22.

M e a n w h ile  c i v i l - r i g h t s  
groups are  stepping up a 
cam paign  o f petitions to 
O hio ’s new  governor, James 
Rhodes, to cancel the e x tra ­
d itio n  o rd er w h ich  was issu ed 
by fo rm e r G overn o r D iS a lle .

P etitions against h er e x ­
tra d itio n  m ay be obta ined  
fro m  the C o m m ittee  to A id  
the M onroe D efendants, 168 
W . 23 S t., N .Y . 11, N .Y .

South V ietnam ’s Ngo D inh Diem. 
Bertrand Russell assailed his rule  
as a brutal, feudal dictatorship.

ton exp lana tion  o f the U.S. ro le  in  
South V ie tn a m ’s c iv i l  w ar.

The “ un ifo rm e d  A m ericans”  in  
V ie tnam , c la im s the Tim es, are 
there  so le ly as “ advisers and t ra in ­
ers.”  T h is  is a f ic t io n  —  the A m e r­
ican troops lead the  fig h tin g , o ften  
are the on ly  ones f ig h tin g  in  the 
a ttacks upon the V ie t Cong guer­
rilla s . The M arch  23 S aturday  
E ven ing Post has a lo ng  re p o rt o f 
the w a r, in  w h ich  v ir tu a lly  a l l the 
f ig h t in g  described is done by  U.S. 
troops.

“ N apa lm  has been used by  the 
South V ie tnam  a ir  fo rce ,”  the 
Tim es  adm its, t ry in g  to  place the 
blam e fo r  the a troc ities  upon the 
D iem  governm ent’s troops. “ Its  
use has c e rta in ly  k il le d  innocent 
people —  as o ther weapons have 
done in  a ll wars. A m erican  ad­
visers have opposed its  em p loy­
m ent, on both m ora l and p ra c tica l 
grounds, against a l l except c le a rly  
de fined m il ita ry  targets.”

The Jan. 25 issue o f L ife  has a 
tw o-page photo show ing a napa lm  
bom bing w ith  the fo llo w in g  ex ­
p lana tion : “ Sweeping lo w  across 
enem y-in fested  scrub land, U.S. 
p i lo t  in s tru c to r watches V ie t­
namese napa lm  s tr ike . O b ject of 

(Continued on Page 2)

P A R IS , A p r i l  5 —  A lth o u g h  
m iners  a t some p its , dem onstra t­
in g  th e ir  m ilita n c y , g ru m b le d  at 
the settlem ent, i t  appears tha t the 
m a jo r ity  consider the y  have won 
th e ir  s tr ik e  a fte r 34 days on the 
p icke t line.

So fa r  as the demands raised 
a t the  beg inn ing  b y  the  m in e rs ’ 
un ions are concerned, the s tru g ­
gle ends w ith  a qu ite  favo ra b le  
com prom ise. A  wage boost o f 6.5% 
goes in to  e ffec t a t once, re troa c ­
tiv e  to  A p r i l  1. F u rth e r increases 
w i l l  go in to  e ffec t u n t il the  rise 
reaches 11% n e x t Jan ua ry  1 and 
12.5% b y  A p r i l  1, 1964. A n  im ­
m edia te paym en t on account is 
granted, and the governm ent 
agrees to another w eek ’s pa id  
vacation , g iv in g  the m iners  an 
annua l pa id  vaca tion  o f fo u r 
weeks.

A ga ins t the  background o f gen­
e ra l class re la tions  in  F rance —  
bo th  the  ob jective  re a lity  and the 
p re v a ilin g  mass sen tim en t —  the

B y  F red  H als tead

A P R IL  10 —  A  new wave of 
an ti-seg rega tion  dem onstra tions is 
sweeping the South. The m ost 
spectacular o f these are ta k in g  
place in  one o f the m ost he a v ily  
in du s tria lize d  and un ion ized cities 
in  the  cou n try— B irm ingh am , A la . 
The B irm in g h a m  dem onstrations, 
w h ich  po lice have attacked w ith  
tra in ed  dogs, are un de r the leader­
sh ip  o f ve te ran r ig h ts  f ig h te r  Rev. 
Fred L . S h u ttle sw o rth  and the 
A labam a C h ris tia n  M ovem ent fo r  
H um an R ights, w h ic h  he heads. 
So fa r  over a hundred  dem onstra­
tors have been arrested in  ten days 
o f s it- in s  and pro test marches 
seeking to  desegregate do w n to w n  
B irm ingh am .

Kennedy: ‘Cool O f f

The U n ited  States Justice De­
pa rtm en t, headed by A tto rn e y  
G enera l R obert Kennedy, has been 
u rg in g  Negroes to ca ll a m ora ­
to r iu m  on the B irm in g h a m  dem ­
onstra tions u n t il a new c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n  takes o ffice . The new 
c ity  governm ent, w h ic h  was elect­
ed A p r i l  2, is scheduled to  take 
over A p r i l  15 bu t m ay be p re ven t­
ed fro m  do ing so by a cou rt action 
in s titu te d  by Police Com m issioner 
Eugene (B u l l)  Connor, head of 
the previous ad m in is tra tio n . Fed­
e ra l agents have to ld  Negro lead­
ers th a t the new  counc il is e x ­
pected to be m ore m oderate than 
Connor, and th a t the Negroes’ de­
mands should be presented to  i t  
ra th e r than  pressed th rou gh  d irec t 
action. S hu ttlesw o rth  re jec ted  the 
advice dec la ring : “ We have had 
a ll the m ora to riu m s we w ant. We 
are in  th is  to  the end.”

The m ovem ent’s demands are: 
1) Desegregation o f lunch  coun­
ters and a ll p u b lic  fa c ilit ie s  in  a ll 
do w n to w n  stores. 2) Im m ed ia te  
establishm ent o f fa ir  h ir in g  p rac­
tices in  those stores. 3) The d ro p ­
p ing  o f charges against those a r­
rested d u r in g  s it- in s . 4) F a ir  h i r ­
ing  practices in  c ity  departm ents.

s trugg le  te rm in a ted  in  v ic to ry  fo r  
bo th the  w o rk in g  class and the  
unions. I t  suffices to  c ite  the facts 
to show th is.

The u n ited  ta k e -o ff o f the s tr ik e  
was a surp rise  fo r  everyone, in ­
c lu d in g  the  unions. The govern­
m ent, to  save face, nam ed a “ com ­
m itte e  o f w ise m en”  w ho  recogn­
ized th a t wages had fa lle n  beh ind 
8%. In  response to th is, the  gov­
ernm en t, w h ile  m ak ing  ou t th a t i t  
was accepting the  repo rt, g ranted 
o n ly  a r id ic u lo u s ly  sm a ll increase, 
hop ing th a t the m iners, a t least 
those in  Lo rra in e , w o u ld  go back 
to  w o rk  and thus b reak the s tr ike . 
Th is  was a t the end o f the  second 
week.

The m aneuver fa ile d ; m ore 
vague prom ises w ere made a t the 
end o f the  th ird  week; the  m iners 
re jec ted  them  unan im ously.

A t  the end o f  the  fo u rth  week, 
another id e n tica l m aneuver, and 
th is  tim e  the representa tives o f 
the U N R  (de G au lle ’s U n ion  po u r

5) Reopening o f c ity  parks and 
p laygrounds, a ll o f w h ich  are now 
closed to avo id desegregation.

D r. M a rt in  L u th e r  K in g , and 
D r. R a lph A be rna th y , leaders o f 
the S ou thern C h ris tia n  Leadership 
Conference came to  B irm in g h a m  
A p r i l  4 dec la ring  they  w o u ld  stay 
u n t il “ the  ba ttle  is w on .”  K in g  
ca lled fo r  the estab lishm ent o f a 
b i-ra c ia l g roup to w o rk  ou t a 
tim e tab le  fo r  desegregation of 
B irm in g h a m  schools.

Several do w n to w n  stores have 
k e p t th e ir  lu nch  counters closed

la N ouve lle  R é pu b liqu e ), elected 
in  the L o rra in e  area, pe rsona lly  
appealed fo r  a b a c k -to -w o rk  
m ovem ent. A  new  fa ilu re .

T h is  tim e  the governm ent p e r­
m itte d  top m anagem ent o f the 
Charbonnages o f F rance to  engage 
in  genu ine nego tia tions w h ich , 
a fte r  some 20 hours, ended in  an 
agreem ent.

In  a lm ost f iv e  weeks —  n o t a 
scab. The m iners  le f t  and re tu rn ed  
to w o rk  as one man. The decree 
signed by  de G au lle , re q u is it io n ­
in g  the  m ine rs  was th w a rte d .

P a ra lle l w ith  the  m iners, w o rk ­
ers in  o the r in du s tries  presented 
th e ir  demands. S ubs tan tia l con­
cessions w ere  e ith e r ga ined o r are 
in  process o f be ing gained.

S o lid a r ity  w ith  the m iners  was 
w id e ly  dem onstrated. N o t o n ly  on 
the  p a r t o f the w o rk in g  class b u t 
also am ong w ide  layers o f the pe t­
ty  bourgeoisie, and even tow a rd  
the end o f the s trike .

T he reg im e had counted on

since the s it- in s  began. One store 
rem ained open w ith  th ree s trong - 
arm  men at the entrance w e aring  
le tte r in g  on th e ir  coa t-fro n ts  th a t 
said: “ We reserve the r ig h t  to
refuse service to anyone.”

The popu lar, b lin d  singer, A l  
H ib b le r, was arrested A p r i l  9 
a long w ith  n ine o the r p ickets  in  
f ro n t o f a down tow n  B irm in g h a m  
depa rtm en t store. On A p r i l  7, 
po lice w ith  dogs broke up a m arch 
by 600 Negroes to a P a lm  Sunday 
“ p ra ye r p ilg rim a g e ”  a t C ity  H a ll.

(Continued on Page 2)

de feating  the m ine rs  and the 
un ions th rou gh  weariness, debt, 
m a te ria l d if f ic u lt ie s  ( im p o rta n t as 
f in a n c ia l a id  was, i t  is se lf-e v id e n t 
th a t s o lid a r ity  co llec tions could 
never get enough m oney to  assure 
m in im u m  subsistence fo r  200,000 
s tr ik e rs  and th e ir  fa m ilie s ) , and 
the ir r i ta t io n  o f the  m id d le  class 
ove r a succession o f dem onstra­
tions up se tting  the d a ily  ro u tin e  
(stoppages o f e le c tr ic ity , gas, 
transp o rt, etc.) w h ich  accom panied 
the  upsurge o f demands d u r in g  
M arch.

A l l  th is  fa ile d  to  ach ieve the 
resu lts  sought by  the reg im e. I t  
became engaged in  a test o f 
s treng th . A lth o u g h  the un ions d id  
no t exa c tly  re p ly  on th is  leve l, the 
m ovem ent was so p o w e rfu l th a t 
the governm ent was unab le  to  fo l­
lo w  th rough . A t  no tim e  d id  i t  
dare engage the  forces o f coercion 
w h ich  i t  b ro ug h t in to  the  s tr ik e ­
bound areas. A t  no tim e  d id  i t  

(Continued on Page 4)

Negroes Push Attack 
On Southern Racism

Most French Miners See Strike Settlement as Victory
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Jackson Youth Leaders Urge 
Backing for Anti-Bias Boycott

JA C K S O N , M iss. —  The e ffec­
tiveness o f the th re e -a n d -a -h a lf-  
m o n th -o ld  Jackson area boyco tt 
to  end ra c ia l segregation in  h ir in g  
and service is reach ing  new  peaks. 
The boyco tt is  now  he ld  to  be at 
least 75 pe r cent e ffec tive .

Ne ighborhood boyco tt com m it­
tees are now  d e f in ite ly  ta k in g  
shape and a n u m be r o f w e ll-  
a ttended and en thusiastic  p u b lic  
m eetings have been he ld  —  and 
these w i l l  continue.

The  school fo r  p o te n tia l w o rk ­
ers —  so the y  can h o ld  the  jobs 
the  boyco tt w in s  —  is  now  shap­
in g  up n ic e ly  and is ready to  go. 
I t  w i l l  teach the techniques o f 
basic accounting , add ing-m ach ine  
opera tion , cash-reg is ter opera tion, 
and c le rk in g  methods.

B oyco tt w o rke rs  and supporters 
have un an im ou s ly  agreed th a t 
boyco tt dem ands m ust be m e t in  
f u l l  be fore  a businessman w i l l  be 
taken  o f f  the boyco tt lis t. A lso, 
arrangem ents are c u rre n tly  un de r­
w a y  to  develop com m ittees —  
w ith  p re do m ina n t representa tion  
fro m  the grass-roots —  w h ic h  w i l l ,  
w h en  the  tim e  comes, face the 
businessm en across the  tab le .

W ith in *  the  las t fe w  days, a 
nu m be r o f students fro m  M illsap s  
College in  Jackson —  a w h ite  
school —  have become active  
w o rke rs  in  the  boyco tt m ovem ent. 
T h ro u g h  lea fle ts  and o th e r tech­
n iques the y  have pu b lic ize d  the 
boyco tt on th e ir  college cam pus —  
and re p o rt s trong  sym pa thy  fo r  the 
b o yco tt on the p a r t o f m any o f the

M illsap s  students and fa c u lty . T h is  
is p ro ba b ly  the f i r s t  t im e  in  the 
h is to ry  o f the state th a t w h ite  
M iss iss ipp i students have d ire c tly  
and open ly in vo lve d  them selves in  
a c iv i l- r ig h ts  p ro jec t.

N a tion a l pressure against the 17 
cha in  stores in vo lve d  in  the  127- 
business Jackson boyco tt has been 
deve lop ing w e ll. The N o rth  Ja ck ­
son Y o u th  C ounc il (N A A C P ), 
w h ich  organized the boycott, has 
sent o u t lis ts  o f these 17 cha in 
stores requesting  th a t sym pathetic  
in d iv id u a ls  and o rgan iza tions w ith ­
d ra w  th e ir  tra d e  fro m  these 
chains. I t  also requested th a t the  
w o rd  be spread, th a t p ro tes t p e ti­
tions be c ircu la ted , le tte rs  o f p ro ­
test w r it te n  and, i f  possible, cha in  
stores p icketed.

A s  a resu lt, such action is c u r­
re n tly  unde rw ay  o r scheduled fo r  
the  v e ry  near fu tu re  in  Chicago, 
D enver, Ind ianapo lis , Los Angeles, 
and N ew  Y o rk  —  as w e ll as in  a 
n u m ber o f sm a lle r com m unities in  
A rizona , Ind ian a , Iow a, O hio, and 
W isconsin. The 17 cha in  s to re s  in ­
clude: B ake rs  Shoes, B e ll B ro th e rs  
Shoes, B om ar Shoes, B u tle rs  
Shoes, G rayson ’s Dress Shops, H .L . 
G reen (d im e  sores), J.C. Penney, 
L e rn e r ’s Dress Shops, N a tion a l 
S h ir t  Shops, N ora  D ay Shops, 
Owens L td ., Tom  M cCann Shoes, 
W alg reen D rugs, and W oo lw orth .

The address o f the  boyco tt head­
quarte rs  is : N o rth  Jackson
N A A C P  Y o u th  C ounc il, B ox  13, 
Tougaloo S outhern  C h ris tian  C o l­
lege, Tougaloo, M iss.

(C on tinued  fro m  Page 1)
f ire  bom bing  is to  sear the fo liage 
and and flu s h  the enem y in to  the 
open. U.S. a irm en  tra in  V ie t­
namese to  hand le T-28 f ig h te r -  
bom bers— w h ic h  re ta in  U.S. m a rk ­
ings —  and lead to ta rge t.”  (em ­
phasis added)

The Tim es  then in fo rm s  us th a t 
the  d e fo lia tio n  chem icals are 
“ com m on weed k il le rs ”  used to 
“ s tr ip  leaves fro m  heavy ju n g le  
g ro w th  near lines o f com m unica­
tions  and base areas.”  U nm en-

C H IC A G O  
NUCLEAR STRATEGY and a NEW  

ROAD for the PEACE MOVEMENT. 
Speaker, Richard Roberts, Associate Edi­
tor, Sanity magazine. Fri., April 19, 8 
p.m. Debs Hall, 302 South Canal St. 
Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.

DETROIT
Two Views on The Black Revolt in 

America. Speakers: Leroy McRae, Na- 
Organizational Secretary, Young Social­
ist Alliance, and V. Austin Chavou, A d ­
ministrator, Afro-American Congress. 
Fri., April 19, 8 p.m. Debs Hell, 3737 
Woodward. Ausp. Friday Night Socialist 
Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES  

Six Seminar Sessions: THE NEGRO IN  
A M E R IC A N  HISTORY. Beginning Sun­
day, April 21, I I  a.m. at 1702 E. Fourth
St. Ausp. School of International So­
cialism. For registration call A N  9-4953.

NEW  YORK  
The Coming Revolution in Venezuela. 

Speaker, Peter Valdez, National Secre­
tary Young Socialist Alliance. Fri., April 
19, 5 p.m. New York University, Main 
Bldg. (O ff Washington Sq.) Room 709. 
Ausp. NYU Socialist Club.

•  *  *

The Abolitionist Experience —  A Les­
son for Socialists Today. A  lecture by 
David Dreiser, contributor to Internation­
al Socialist Review. Fri., April 19, 8:30 
p.m. 116 University PI. Contrib. $1 (Stu­
dents, 50c.). Ausp. M ilitant Labor Forum.

SAN FRANCISCO  
The Moscow-Peking Dispute. Speaker, 

George Myland. Fri., April 26, 8 p.m. 
1488 Fulton St. Ausp. Militant Labor 
Forum.

... Russell on Vietnam War
tioned  is use o f these chem icals to 
k i l l  crops to sta rve  the peasant 
gu e rrilla s .

The U.S. no t o n ly  supplies, tra in s  
and leads the a rm y  o f rea c tion a ry  
D iem  (w hom  the Tim es  “ de­
p lores” ) , U.S. presence has f u r ­
th e r b ru ta lize d  the reg im e. U.S. 
“ advisers”  conduct a ta l ly  o f guer­
r i l la  corpses a fte r each ba ttle , to 
m ake sure th a t D iem ’s troops are 
us ing  A m erican  equ ipm en t to 
m a x im u m  advantage. T h is  leads 
to  in d is c r im in a te  k i l l in g  o f peas­
ants by  D iem ’s troops so they can 
d isp lay  a good “ bag.”

As the M arch  8 C h ris tia n  S c i­
ence M o n ito r  p u t i t :  “ Since the 
a rm y  find s  su llen  v illa g e rs  and 
doesn’t  kn o w  w h ic h  are p ro -C om - 
m u n is t and w h ic h  are m ere ly  d is ­
sa tis fied  w ith  Saigon, and since 
the  a rm y  m ust do its  job , i t  shoots 
anyone seen ru n n in g  o r  lo o k in g  
dangerous and o ften  shoots the 
w ro n g  peasants. They are a lways, 
in  the records o f the ba ttle , lis te d  
as Com m unists. A nyone  k il le d  is 
a u to m a tica lly  a V ie t Cong.”  

C om m enting  upon the Tim es  
e d ito r ia l, Russell said, “ The use o f 
napa lm  je l ly  and o f chem ica l w a r­
fa re  is an a tro c ity  and unless they 
can re fu te  the facts concern ing 
the  na tu re  o f th is  w a r the y  cannot 
re fu te  m y  charge th a t i t  is  an 
a tro c ity  to  w h ic h  the y  now  lend 
them selves.”

Los Angeles Los Angeles

Emergency Protest Meeting

 Help Stop Extradition of Mae Mallory
Speakers

Pat Alexander
Editor, Herald-Dispatch

Harold Grant
Committee to Aid Monroe Defendants

Dr. Marcus McBroom
Educator

John Shabazz
W est Coast Muslim Leader

Frank Whitley
Afro-American Heritage Society

Gentry Wilson
Monroe Defense Committee

Sunday, April 21, 3 p.m. 2308 S. Hoover St.

M a rtin  L u th e r K in g

...The South
(C ontinued  fro m  Page 1)

The cops arrested 26 m archers, in ­
c lu d in g  one w ho a lleged ly  pu lled  
a k n ife  on a po lice  dog w hen i t  
a ttacked h im .

K N O X V IL L E , Tenn., A p r i l  9 —  
O ver 50 students have been a r­
rested here recen tly  as a re s u lt o f 
s ta n d -in  dem onstra tions at the 
Tennessean Thea tre  and s it- in s  at 
the  Tennessee D ine r. M a rio n  S. 
B a rry  J r., f ir s t  cha irm an  o f the 
S tudent N o n v io le n t C o -o rd in a tin g  
C om m ittee, was one o f those a r­
rested.

C A M B R ID G E , M a ry la n d , A p r i l  
9 —  A t  least 45 persons have been 
arrested here in  the las t few  days 
in  an ti-seg rega tion  dem onstra tions 
a t the D orset thea tre  and o ther 
p u b lic  places. One o f those a rre s t­
ed, G lo r ia  R ichardson, c o -ch a ir­
m an o f the  C am bridge N o nv io le n t 
A c tio n  C om m ittee, said dem onstra­
tions w i l l  con tinue  here “ u n t il 
eve ry  vestige o f segregation has 
been rem oved fro m  C am bridge.”  
The B a ltim o re  C iv ic  In te re s t 
G roup, an a ff il ia te  o f the S tudent 
N o n v io le n t C o -o rd in a tin g  Com ­
m ittee , is also p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the 
Cam bridge dem onstrations.

H A M P T O N , V irg in ia , A p r i l  3 —  
F o u r hundred  college students, 
m em bers o f the S tuden t M ove­
m en t fo r  H um an D ig n ity  a t H a m p­
ton College, m arched th rou gh  the 
streets o f d o w n to w n  H am pton  
Sunday p ro te s ting  segregation here 
and po lice b ru ta li ty  against ten 
dem onstra tors las t S a tu rday. Some 
ca rried  signs w h ic h  read: “ I  was 
arrested fo r  u n co n s titu tio n a l rea­
sons. D ism iss the  po lice  de pa rt­
m ent fo r  b ru ta li ty . ”  The ten w ere 
arrested a fte r  seeking service a t 
the  counters o f tw o  d ru g  stores 
on M a rch  30. E a r lie r  the  same day 
700 students had m arched th rou gh  
H am pton  to  k ic k  o f f  a boyco tt o f 
stores w ith  d is c r im in a to ry  p rac­
tices.

The in ju n c tio n , suspending ap­
p lic a tio n  by the c o u n try ’s r a i l ­
roads o f new  w o rk  ru les  dras­
t ic a lly  c u ttin g  jobs o f opera ting  
employes, exp ired  M arch  29. The 
companies im m e d ia te ly  declared 
th e ir  in te n tio n  o f in s titu t in g  the 
new  ru les w h ic h  had been recom ­
m ended by a fa c t- f in d in g  board 
appo inted by P resident Kennedy. 
To avo id a s tr ik e  th rea t, K ennedy 
on A p r i l  4 appo inted an em ergency 
board under the R a ilw a y  La bo r 
A ct. T h is  freezes th ings as they  
are fo r  60 days. Unless an agree­
m en t is reached by then, the on ly  
recourse le f t  to the un ions w o u ld  
be to s tr ike . The un ions estim ate
100,000 jobs are a t stake.

So fa r  the ra ilro a d  b ro th e r­
hoods have no t issued a s tr ik e  ca ll. 
Last m onth , however, o ffice rs  o f 
the T ra n sp o rt W orkers  U n ion , 
w h ich  also has some m em bers on 
ra ilroads , sent a te legram  to A F L -  
C IO  P res iden t George M eany say­
in g  in  p a rt: “ The a rrogan t a t t i­
tude  o f ra ilro a d  em ployers makes 
a s tr ik e  in ev ita b le . O rgan ized la ­
b o r faces its  greatest challenge 
here and m ere statem ents and 
h a n d -w rin g in g  are u t te r ly  inade­
quate. The A F L -C IO  m ust g ive 
leadersh ip  to  th is  s tr ike . L e t us 
set th is  s tr ik e  date, n o t the em ­
p loyers. We, the re fo re , u rge you 
to ca ll an im m ed ia te  m eeting  o f 
a l l representa tives o f ra ilro a d  la ­
b o r un ions, unde r y o u r cha irm an­
ship, fo r  the  purpose o f se tting  a 
s tr ik e  date.”

So fa r, M eany has no t taken up  
the T W U  on th is  o ffe r. He can s t i l l  
boast th a t he has never ca lled  a 
strike .

*  *  *

C ra ft un ion  m em bers em ployed 
at the test s ite fo r  nuc lear w ea­
pons and rockets in  Nevada w a lked  
o f f  the  jo b  A p r i l  4 to  back up de­
m ands fo r  t ra v e l- t im e  pay. I t  
takes several hours each day to 
tra v e l to the s ite fro m  the nearest 
in h a b ite d  areas. I t  seems i t ’s no t 
hea lthy  to liv e  too close to  the job.

*  *  *

Com pu lsory a rb itra t io n  in  the
m a ritim e  in d u s try  is be ing sup­
po rted by m a jo r sh ipp ing  com ­
panies a t congressional com m ittee 
hearings on the B onner b il l.  The 
b i l l,  au thored by D em ocrat H e r­
b e rt C. B onner o f N.C., w o u ld  
au thorize  the p res iden t to  o rder 
com pulsory  a rb itra t io n  in  any 
m a ritim e  d ispute. M a r it im e  unions 
oppose the b ill.

ÿ  *  *

The N ew  Y o rk  state le g is la tu re  
has passed a la w  g ra n tin g  co llec-

Anti-Strike Bills Draw 
Ire of Belgian Workers

BRUSSELS, A p r i l  3 —  T o g ive 
a d ra m a tic  dem onstra tion  o f th e ir  
v iew s on the  a n t i-s tr ik e  leg is la ­
t io n  now  unde r considera tion  in  
P a rliam e n t, B e lg ian  w o rke rs  be­
gan tu rn in g  th is  w eek to d ire c t 
action.

D ay before yeste rday a w ild c a t 
s tr ik e  in v o lv in g  10,000 w o rke rs  
b roke  o u t a t the b ig  e lec tr ica l 
equ ipm en t p la n t o f AC EC  a t 
C h arle ro i.

Y este rday w ild c a t s trikes  o f 
tra m w a y  w o rke rs  snarled up 
C h a rle ro i’s p u b lic  tra n sp o rta tio n  
system.

Today m ore than  50,000 w o rk ­
ers in  L iège staged a tw o -h o u r 
genera l s tr ike . T hey  m et in  th ree  
separate mass m eetings to hear 
un io n  spokesmen denounce the 
p ro jected  a n t i-s tr ik e  law s.

On A p r i l  6 an em ergency con­
gress o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty  w i l l  
decide w h a t w a y  the  S oc ia lis t 
M em bers o f P a rlia m e n t should 
vote on the pend ing b ills . The 
w o rk  stoppages are in tended to 
he lp  s tiffe n  resistance against the  
la w s  and weaken the pressure o f 
those seeking to p u t them  on the 
books.

t iv e  ba rga in ing  r ig h ts  to  hosp ita l 
w orkers. The law , how ever, fo r ­
b ids s trikes. The le g is la tio n  was 
prom ised by G ove rno r R ocke fe lle r 
as p a rt o f the se ttlem ent o f las t 
y e a r’s ho sp ita l s tr ikes  in  N ew  
Y o rk  C ity .

Some s ta te -w ide  la b o r leaders 
opposed the la w  on the  grounds 
th a t i t  p rov ides com pu lsory  a rb i­
tra t io n  and ou tlaw s s trikes. Loca l 
1199 leaders supported the la w  
saying th a t i t  doesn’t  take aw ay 
any r ig h ts  the  ho sp ita l w o rke rs  
had before, b u t i t  does g ive them  
some they d id n ’t  have before. Hos­
p ita l strikes, they  argued, w ere  
a lw ays declared ille g a l anyw ay, 
and Loca l 1199 P res iden t Leon J. 
D avis was sent to ja i l  fo r  30 days 
las t yea r fo r  re fu s in g  to  ca ll o f f  
p icke ting .

The un io n  now  p lans a m a jo r 
o rgan iz ing  cam paign. I t  rece n tly  
w on a fu ll- f le d g e d  con tra c t a t the  
F lo w e r-F if th  A ve. H osp ita l. I t  was 
at F lo w e r-F if th  th a t las t yea r’s 
hosp ita l s trikes  began a fte r  the 
m anagem ent tr ie d  to  oust the 
un io n  fro m  a precarious toe -h o ld  
i t  had gained. The m anagem ent 
a ttack  was beaten back b y  a m i l i ­
ta n t s tr ik e  in  w h ic h  Freedom  
R iders sparked the p ic k e t lin e  
action, and s trikes  then spread to  
tw o  o ther im p o rta n t hospita ls.

*  *  *

“ P ro m p t fede ra l p ro te c tio n ”  fo r
Negro c itizens o f G reenwood, 
M iss., was urged by  U n ite d  A u to  
W orkers  P resident W a lte r R euthe r 
in  a te legram  to P resident John
F. K ennedy A p r i l  1.

*  *  *

“ There cou ld  be no question 
th a t the  Congress w o u ld  enact 
th is  le g is la tio n  p ro m p tly  i f  each 
le g is la to r cou ld experience o n ly  
fo r  a m om ent the b itte rness a 
wom an feels w o rk in g  day b y  day 
beside a m an w ho  does no th in g  
th a t she does no t do, and ye t w ho 
receives e ight, n ine, ten, f if te e n  
cents an h o u r m ore  than  she; and 
in  p lan ts  w here  progress equa l to  
th a t o f the U A W  has n o t been 
made, perhaps a th ird  m ore  pay.”  
—  C a ro line  Davis, te s t ify in g  fo r  
the U n ite d  A u to  W orke rs  before 
the  House L a b o r C om m ittee  in  
suppo rt o f the  “ E qua l P ay A c t.”  
She po in ted ou t th a t 39 countries  
have law s p ro v id in g  equa l pay fo r  
equa l w o rk  fo r  wom en, b u t the 
U.S. is no t one o f them .

*  *  *

Several thousand teachers r a l­
lie d  rece n tly  in  f ro n t  o f N ew  Y o rk  
C ity  H a ll to  dem and h ig h e r pay 
and m ore m oney fo r  the school 
system. The U n ite d  Federa tion  o f 
Teachers in  the  c ity  has declared 
a p o licy  o f “ no con tract, no w o rk ,”  
and le a fle ts  passed o u t b y  the  
un io n  declare th a t the  schools 
“ w i l l  no t open in  Septem ber”  u n ­
less a sa tis fac to ry  con trac t has 
been negotiated.

The un io n  had a one-day s tr ik e  
last yea r w h ic h  was ca lled  o f f  b y  
leaders on the  grounds th a t an in ­
ju n c tio n  o u tla w in g  the  s tr ik e  had 
been issued. A  reso lu tion  is now  
be ing su b m itte d  to  the  m em ber­
sh ip  to  p ro v id e  th a t a s tr ik e  can­
n o t be ca lled  o f f  except b y  m em ­
bersh ip  vote.

A Correction
In  Jack  K a tz ’s a r t ic le  

about th e  end o f th e  N ew  
Y o rk  C ity  p r in te rs ’ s tr ik e  in  
la s t w eek ’s issue th e re  w as a 
typ o g ra p h ica l e rro r. In  the  
fo u r th  pa rag raph  th e  w o rd  
w ith o u t was in c o rre c t ly  
p r in te d  w ith .  T he  sentence in  
question  shou ld  have read: 
“ A l l  the  o th e r c ra ft un ions 
accepted contracts  in  lin e  
w ith  M a yo r W agne r’s $12.63 
fo rm u la  fo r  the  p r in te rs  
w ith o u t a re d u c tio n  in  the  
w o rk  w eek.”

T H E  N A T IO N A L
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New Reuther Gimmick

Decides He’ll Represent ‘Nation,’ Not Labor

'Rehabilitating' Oppenheimer
The A to m ic  E nergy  C om m ission has decided to  co n fe r its  

y e a r ly  $50,000 F e rm i aw a rd  on D r. J. R obert O ppenhe im er. In  
so d o ing  the  AEC , o f course, is p u b lic ly  a d m itt in g  th a t its  b la c k ­
l is t in g  o f D r. O ppenhe im er in  1954 as a “ se cu rity  r is k ”  was a fake  
and a fra u d .

The re h a b ilita t io n  o f O ppenhe im er exposes the  w ho le  sys­
te m  o f b la c k lis t and fra m e -u p  th a t was the  M cC a rth y  era —  and 
is  a condem nation  o f the  som ew hat m ore  re fin e d  co n tin u a tio n  
o f these p ractices b y  the  gove rnm en t since h is death. The gov­
e rn m e n t’s sham e-faced reve rsa l in  the  O ppenhe im er case —  the re  
has been no o ff ic ia l s ta tem ent by the  gove rnm en t re ve rs in g  the  
de n ia l o f a se cu rity  clearance to  O ppenhe im er —  is ari a tte m p t 
to  p resen t a l ib e ra l appearance w ith o u t go ing  to  the  em barrassing  
h e a rt o f th e  w itc h  h u n t.

In  th is  respect, th e  re h a b ilita t io n  o f O ppenhe im er is l ik e  
th e  re h a b ilita t io n  o f some o f S ta lin ’s v ic tim s  in  the  S ov ie t U n ion . 
K h ru sh ch e v  has le g a lly  re h a b ilita te d  some o f th e  o ld  B o lshev iks  
executed in  the  purges. B u t these v ic tim s  have no t been p u b lic ly  
o r  p o lit ic a lly  re h a b ilita te d . K en n e d y  and K h ru sh ch e v  do no t e x ­
p la in  M cC a rth y  and S ta lin .

The  A E C ’s re h a b ilita t io n  o f O ppenhe im er is a ll v e ry  w e ll 
and good fo r  h im . B u t the  w itc h  h u n t before, d u r in g  and since 
M c C a rth y ’s day d id  in ju r y  to  thousands and thousands o f o the r 
people. The u n io n  m ilita n ts  screened o u t o f the  facto ries , the  
w r ite rs , sc ientists, and a rtis ts  b la ck lis te d  —  w he re  is th e ir  re ­
h a b ilita tio n ?  W e w i l l  be able to  say th a t M cC a rth y ism  is t r u ly  
o ve r o n ly  w hen  the  w itc h  h u n t in  a ll its  fo rm s  is re pud ia ted  and 
a ll o f its  v ic tim s  cleared.

Khrushchev's Invitation to Mao
M ao T se -tu n g  re ce n tly  in v ite d  S ov ie t P re m ie r K h ru sh ch e v  

to  C h ina  to  discuss d iffe rences. K h ru sh ch e v  dec lined  the  in v ita ­
tio n  b u t in  tu rn  in v ite d  M ao to  m eet w ith  h im  in  th e  USSR. B o th  
have agreed to a m ee ting  b u t d i f fe r  on w h e th e r i t  w i l l  ta ke  place 
in  P e k in g  o r Moscow.

Beneath  th e  obvious question  o f p restige  conce rn ing  w here  
the  m ee ting  takes p lace are the  d if fe re n t a im s each p a rty  has fo r  
a conference. The Chinese w a n t a m eeting  w ith  K h ru sh ch e v  to 
be m e re ly  a p re lim in a ry  to  an in te rn a tio n a l conference o f the  
C om m un is t p a rties  o f the  w o r ld  to  ta ke  up  the  d ispu ted  issues.

K h ru sh ch e v , on the  o th e r hand, w an ts  to  con fine  p a rt ic ip a ­
tio n  in  any discussions to  Russia and C hina, p u tt in g  o f f  a m u l t i ­
p a r ty  conference as long  as possible. H e fears th e  Chinese w o u ld  
use such a conference a t th is  tim e  to  p rom ote  th e ir  v iew s and 
p ro se ly te  o th e r C om m un is t parties .

I t  rem a ins to  be seen w h a t ty p e  o f m eeting , i f  any, M oscow 
and P e k in g  w i l l  agree to. M ao has le f t  th e  door open fo r  lo w e r 
le v e l ta lks  be tw een th e  tw o  C om m un is t p a rties  in  Moscow.

The d iffe rences be tw een the  S ov ie t and Chinese C om m un is t 
p a rtie s  touch  upon  the  fu n d a m e n ta l p rob lem s o f o u r tim e . A  g rea t 
debate has been opened up in  th e  w o r ld  p ro le ta r ia n  m ovem ent 
on the  p rob lem s o f w a r and re v o lu tio n , n a tio n a l ch a u v in ism  and 
p ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m , S ta lin ism  and S ov ie t dem ocracy, 
L e n in is m  and rev is ion ism .

The d iffe rences are them selves re fle c tio n s  o f acute m a te r ia l 
co n flic ts  and o f the  c ris is  o f th e  w o r ld  w o rk e rs ’ m ovem ent. I t  is 
d i f f ic u l t  a t th is  stage o f th e  deve lop ing  discussion to  see on 
w h a t te rm s M oscow  and P e k in g  can reach a d u ra b le  re co n c ilia tio n .

An Unmerited Award
V ice  P res iden t Johnson has been g ive n  the  1963 H um an  

R ig h ts  A w a rd  o f the  A n ti-D e fa m a tio n  League o f B ’n a i B r ith .
Johnson has no record  as a de fender o f c iv i l  r ig h ts . H e was 

and rem a ins  a S ou the rn  p o lit ic ia n  whose m ach ine  and career 
w e re  b u i l t  on th e  J im -C ro w  system  o f Texas. H is  rise  to  n a tio n a l 
p rom inence  was based on h is  a b i l i ty  to  m anage th e  S o u th e rn - 
dom ina ted  Senate, a l l  o f whose key  com m ittees are headed by  
Southerners, to  th e  sa tis fac tion  o f the  D ix ie c ra ts  and th e  b ig  c ity  
m achines o f the  D em ocra tic  P a rty  in  the  N o rth .

H is  recen t pe rfo rm ance  as p re s id in g  o ff ic e r  o f the  Senate 
d u r in g  the  S ou the rn  f i l ib u s te r  aga inst the  a tte m p t to change R u le  
22 (w h ic h  p e rm its  f i l ib u s te rs )  was scandalous. I t  b ro u g h t charges 
o f open p ro - f i l ib u s te r  b ias fro m  such people  as Senator Ja v its  o f 
N ew  Y o rk  and o thers t r y in g  to  change R u le  22.

T he  A n ti-D e fa m a tio n  League is d isg rac ing  its e lf  as a c iv i l -  
r ig h ts  o rgan iza tion  b y  th is  k in d  o f toady ing . I t  s ta rted  o ff  e a r lie r  
th is  yea r by  hon o rin g  A tto rn e y  G enera l R obert K ennedy, w ho 
has never used h is pow er to do a n y th in g  fo r  Negroes th a t he 
hasn’t been fo rced to do, and i t  was ju s t ly  p icke ted  fo r  th a t action  
by  m any people f ig h tin g  K e n n e d y ’s tra m p lin g  on c iv i l  r ig h ts  in  
th e  case o f N egro  jo u rn a lis t W ill ia m  W o rth y , conv ic ted  a fte r h a v ­
in g  v is ite d  Cuba.

T he  fa c t is th a t the  A n ti-D e fa m a tio n  League is m a k in g  such 
aw ards n o t fo r  m e r it  b u t fo r  p o lit ic a l reasons. I t  hopes to  ga in  
som eth ing  by  hon o rin g  undese rv ing  b u t p o w e rfu l p o lit ic ia n s . In  
g iv in g  an aw ard  to  Johnson i t  has sunk deeper in to  the  m ire . 
I t  m akes one w o n d er i f  its  d irec to rs  a ren ’t  w e ig h in g  w h e th e r 
th e re  w o u ld  be any b e n e fit to  be ga ined fro m  m a k in g  an aw a rd  
to Senator Eastland.

B y J im  C am pbell

D E T R O IT  —  O rd in a r ily  the 
b lus te r th a t comes out o f S o lid a r i­
ty  House w here  W a lte r Reuther, 
the “ boss,”  holds sway brings no 
surprises. We, lik e  eve rybody else, 
s im p ly  f in d  i t  boring . I t ’s n e x t to 
im possib le  to  get shook up at the 
g ra nd ilo qu en t overtu res, cooked 
up b y  the  “ experts”  a t the  b id d in g  
o f R euthe r and the U n ited  A u to  
W orkers  executive  board, ove r­
f lo w in g  w ith  phrases about “ fu l l  
em p loym en t”  and “ m ore consum p­
t io n ”  in  o u r “ a ff lu e n t society.”

T h a t’s the w a y  i t  was las t m on th  
w hen R euthe r proposed to  the 
au to  companies the estab lishm ent 
o f “ jo in t  s tudy com m ittees”  to 
begin fu n c tio n in g  on J u ly  1 —  
14 m onths ahead o f the c o n tra c t- 
e x p ira tio n  date and long before 
the  un ion  m em bers in v o lv e d  are 
g iven the o p p o rtu n ity  to  say w h a t 
the demands should be. The p u r­
pose was, R euthe r exp la ined, to 
a ffo rd  tim e  to  th in k  th rou gh  and 
w o rk  ou t p rob lem s w ith  “ ca lm  
d e lib e ra tion ,”  ta k in g  in to  consid­
e ra tion  the  “ w e lfa re  o f the na­
tion  as a w ho le .”  T h is  is the o n ly  
“ ra tio n a l and responsib le w a y ,”  
he says, to  settle  the “ com peting 
equ ities o f stockholders and 
w o rke rs .”

T h is  tim e  in  h is zeal to  please, 
how ever, R eu the r w e n t o f f  the 
deep end and said som eth ing th a t 
deserves a tten tion : “ W h ile  we
each have ou r separate responsi­
b ilit ie s  —  to w o rke rs  and stock­
ho lders respec tive ly  —  these se­
parate respons ib ilitie s  are trans­
cended b y  ou r jo in t  resp o n s ib ility  
to the na tion  . . .”  (O u r emphasis 
— J.C.)

I t  is th is  c risp  phrase w h ich  
raises the h a ir  on o u r heads! F o r 
years un io n  m em bers have be­
lieved  i t  the re sp o n s ib ility  o f th e ir  
“ elected leaders”  to  represent them  
at the  b a rga in ing  tab le. H ere  
Reuther, whose am ple incom e 
derives fro m  the dues the auto 
w o rke rs  pay each m onth , open ly 
decides to  go beyond h is p u b lic  
and his f ir s t  and m ost im p o rta n t 
ob liga tion . T o  such a pass have 
“ la bo r statesm en”  lik e  R euther

R e u th er

come. Iso la ted  fro m  the rea l p ro b ­
lems o f the w orkers , w hom  he is 
supposed to  represent, he open ly 
abandons h is m ost e lem enta ry  
resp on s ib ility .

A n d  he does so on the  plea th a t 
the 60-day ba rg a in in g  pe riod  is 
in s u ff ic ie n t to  “ id e n t ify  and de­
f in e  the p rob lem s.”  O n ly  60 days 
o f “ c ris is ”  ba rga in ing , says R eu­
the r, w i l l  ir r i ta te  the  “ p u b lic ”  and 
lead to  “ governm ent in te rv e n ­
t io n .”

L e t ’s leave aside the p a te n tly  
fa lse logic —  th a t the governm ent, 
“ p u b lic ”  o r “ n a tio n ”  is above the 
s trugg le  —  and look  a t the  im ­
m edia te e ffec t o f R eu the r’s p ro ­
posal. He suggests n o th in g  less 
tha n  rem o v ing  fa r th e r  fro m  the 
m em bersh ip dem ocra tic  con tro l 
over th e ir  ba rg a in in g  rig h ts . A  
sm a ll c lique  o f “ p o lic y - le v e l re p ­
resenta tives”  —  th a t is corpora te  
executives and w e ll-p a id , easy- 
l iv in g  un ion  bu reaucra ts  —  w ho 
have long since fo rgo tte n  w h a t 
speed-up o r unem p loym ent fee l 
lik e  —  are to  “ transcend th e ir  
separate resp on s ib ilitie s ”  and settle  
a ll the im p o rta n t issues be fore  the 
m em bersh ip  gets even the  fo rm a l 
r ig h t  to  consider them .

W h a t’s w ro n g  w ith  60-days 
notice? Is n ’t  th a t w h a t a s tr ik e  is 
fo r  —  to  create a “ c ris is ”  fo r  the  
bosses? Hasn’t  th a t been a che r­
ished r ig h t  o f organized labor?

A re n ’t  the demands o f la b o r sup­
posed to  be w o rked  ou t in  the  
w o rke rs ’ ow n  organ izations, to ex ­
press the  generalized experience 
in  d a ily  s trugg le  w ith  the  bosses? 
R euthe r w ants  to  ju n k  these les­
sons tested in  the  w o rk e rs ’ b it te r  
experiences.

To f in d  o u t w h a t should be done 
in  the 1964 negotia tions, R euthe r 
w o u ld  do be tte r to  tu rn  his a tten ­
t io n  to the men and wom en on the 
p roduc tion  line . There  w ere  th ree  
events on M arch  25, w h ile  Reu­
th e r ’s pom pous phrases w ere  s t i l l  
resounding, w h ic h  p o in t up  the 
re a l p rob lem s o f the auto w orke rs .

F irs t, 700 w o rke rs  s tru ck  the  
B udd p la n t in  D e tro it  to  p ro test 
the com pany ’s ha v in g  a rb it r a r i ly  
cu t the au tom atic  w hee l opera tion  
fro m  eleven to  n ine  men. T h is  
same com pany o n ly  a m on th  be­
fo re  had bu lldozed the  w o rke rs  
in to  tw o  m ore hours w o rk  per 
week w ith  no increase in  pay ( re ­
p o rte d  in  the  M il ita n t  M a rch  18).

Second, in  Ind ian ap o lis  1,500 
w o rke rs  s tru c k  a C h rys le r parts 
fa c to ry  to t r y  to  stop an increase 
in  w o rk  schedules and p ro du c tion  
rates. The p la n t m anager accused 
them  o f dem anding “ unreasonable 
concessions.”

T h ird , in  G rand  R apids a re ­
fr ig e ra tio n  m an u fa c tu re r n o tif ie d  
its  1,500 employés, w ho are m em ­
bers o f U A W  Lo ca l 137, th a t i t  
m ust “ slash costs”  o r m ove South. 
I t  “ suggested”  a wage c u t o f 45 
cents an h o u r and a cu t o f 37 cents 
per ho u r in  fr in g e  bene fits  to  
b r in g  them  in  lin e  w ith  S ou thern  
scales.

W ith  the  com panies c ry in g  abou t 
a t ig h te n in g  w o r ld  m a rke t, the  
auto w o rke rs  see th e ir  w o rk in g  
cond itions, wages and jo b  secu rity  
w ith e r in g  on the  v ine . A  new  
s p ir it  o f s trugg le  is becom ing nec­
essary fo r  the  w o rke rs  ju s t to  
h o ld  th e ir  ow n  and to  restore th e ir  
confidence in  the  fu tu re . B u t 
R euthe r is no t the m an fo r  the  
job . H e long  since tu rn e d  in  an­
o ther d irec tio n . H e represents, no t 
the  w orke rs , b u t the  e a s y -liv in g  
bureaucra ts w ho  have “ tra n s ­
cended”  the  class strugg le .

Crisis in Southern Rhodesia .......................................... .

Racist Repressions Mounting
B y Constance W eissm an

Joshua N kom o, S outhern R ho­
desia’s A fr ic a n  n a tio n a lis t leader, 
was sentenced to s ix  m onths ha rd  
la b o r on A p r i l  1, the day a fte r h is 
re tu rn  fro m  ta lks  in  London about 
the status o f h is country .

The s itua tion  in  Sou thern  R h o -  
desia is so serious th a t h a lf  o f the 
w h ite  po pu la tio n  has le ft.  In  L o n ­
don, w here  the question o f in de ­
pendence is a g ita tin g  the B r it is h  
governm ent, the  New  Y o rk  T im es  
o f A p r i l  8 reports : “ A n  increasing 
sense o f helplessness is ev iden t 
among m any p o litic ia n s  and m em ­
bers o f P a rliam e n t, p a r tic u la r ly  
Conservatives. There  is a lm ost a 
resigned acceptance o f the prospect 
o f v io lence. The phrase ‘another 
A lg e r ia ’ is heard w ith  increasing 
frequency.”

R a c ia l tension has become so 
g reat th a t the B r it is h  P a rlia m e n t 
has decided to  w ith h o ld  in de ­
pendence in  the hope th a t the 
w h ite -su p rem a c is t governm ent o f 
P rim e  M in is te r W inston F ie ld , 
elected las t Decem ber 15, can be 
p re va iled  upon to  m o d ify  the re ­
pressive cons titu tion .

A cco rd in g  to  K e ith  K y le  in  the 
C h ris tia n  Science M o n ito r, P re ­
m ie r F ie ld  had been t ry in g  to keep 
N kom o fro m  re tu rn in g  home. The 
Z im babw e A fr ic a n  People’s U n ion  
p a rty , o f w h ich  he is president, 
has been pe rm an en tly  banned. 
O th e r repressive le g is la tio n  passed 
by the governm ent is in tended to 
s tif le  a l l opposition , even c r it ic a l 
le tte rs  to newspapers. The pena lty  
fo r  appealing to the U N  is 20 
years in  prison . Sunday p o lit ic a l 
m eetings are no t a llow ed. (Sunday

is a fa v o rite  tim e  fo r  mass m eet­
ings.)

W h ile  N kom o was be ing tr ie d  
w ith  tw o  o ther n a tio n a lis t leaders 
on charges o f ob s tru c ting  the  po­
lice, several hund red  o f h is  coun­
trym e n  w ere  s ing ing  and p ra y in g  
outside the cou rtroom . A  po lice  su­
pe rin te nde n t tes tifie d  th a t w hen 
he p u t h is hand on N kom o’s 
shou lder a t a m eeting and to ld  
h im , “ You w i l l  have to  go,”  the re  
was an up roa r. The New Y o rk  
Tim es  fu r th e r  reports  th a t the 
po licem an c la im ed th a t “ M r. N y a - 
gum bo [one of the  o th e r leaders 
on t r ia l ]  knocked h im  dow n and 
M r. N kom o poked h im  in  the  rib s  
w ith  a s tick  as he got up .”

The c o n s titu tio n  in  e ffec t in  
S outhern Rhodesia has been a 
m a tte r of concern to  the  U n ited  
N a tions ’ C om m ittee  on D e -co lo n i­
za tion  on the grounds th a t the 
ra c ia l oppression w h ich  i t  enforces 
w i l l  lead to  v io lence and b lood­
shed. In  1962 the  U N  G enera l 
A ssem bly requested B r ita in  to 
d ra w  up a new  con s titu tio n  w h ich  
w o u ld  insure  the  r ig h ts  o f the  
A fr ic a n  m a jo r ity  o f S outhern R ho­
desia. The v e ry  n e x t day, the 
present oppressive con s titu tion  
was p u t in to  e ffec t and elections 
were he ld  s h o rtly  a fte rw a rds , on 
Dec. 15, 1962.

O ut o f 3,600,000 A frica n s , on ly
13,000 are a llow ed to  vote. They 
boycotted the election.

N kom o’s e ffo rts  in  London to 
persuade the B r it is h  governm ent 
to in te rven e  against the w h ite  
suprem acists was the last legal re ­
sort open to the A fr ic a n  m a jo r ity . 
The F ie ld  governm ent has asked

B r ita in  fo r  im m ed ia te  independ­
ence, w h ic h  w o u ld  mean m a k in g  
pe rm anent the present ru le  b y  the  
w h ite  m in o r ity . The Rhodesian 
correspondent o f The Sunday T e le­
graph  reported  th a t F ie ld  has said 
h is governm ent “ w anted im m e d i­
ate independence to keep B r ita in  
fro m  in te rv e n in g  m il i ta r i ly  in  the  
event o f an A fr ic a n  u p ris in g .”  In  
the  event th a t independence is 
granted, N kom o m ay establish a 
S outhern Rhodesian go ve m m e n t- 
in -e x ile  w h ic h  w o u ld  be supported 
b y  a t least some, i f  n o t a l l f iv e , 
A fr ic a n  na tions in  the  B r it is h  
C om m onw ea lth . The F ie ld  gov­
e rnm en t w o u ld  un do ub te d ly  re ­
ceive econom ic —  and p ro b a b ly  
m il i ta ry  —  he lp  fro m  the  U n ion  
o f South A fr ic a .

In  sp ite  o f the te r ro r  against the 
A fr ic a n  popu la tion , m an y  dem ­
onstra tions, exp losions and b u rn ­
ings have taken place in  p ro tes t 
against the  governm ent. D u r in g  the  
debate in  S outhern Rhodesia’s 
P a rlia m e n t on the “ H ang ing  B i l l , ”  
dem onstra tors stood outside w ith  
p lacards read ing: “ D on ’t  O utdo
V e rw oe rd ” ; “ D on’t  M ock Jus tice ” ; 
and “ D rop  the H angm an’s C h a r­
te r.”

T h is  b ill,  w h ich  was passed, 
gives the courts the r ig h t  to  im ­
pose the death sentence fo r  gaso­
lin e  bom bings [M o lo to v  c o ck ta ils ]. 
The Torch, C apetown a n ti-a p a r­
the id  newspaper, w rite s : “ The o n ly  
‘ len iency ’ F ie ld ’s fascists cou ld 
show was to arrange fo r  sentences 
o ther than hang ing  in  cases o f 
p regnant wom en and c h ild re n  
under 16.”
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De Gaulle's A-Test Brings Unexpected Reaction

Algerian People Deepen Their Revolution

S U R P L U S  W H E A T . T h e  re g u la r g ranaries fille d , surplus w heat 
bought by U .S. governm ent is heaped on a ra ilro ad  siding. W ash - 
ington spends $1,000,000 a day fo r re n ta l o f storage space fo r  
surplus g rain , but doles it  out in stingy q uantities  to h u n g ry  
A lg e ria  try in g  to recover fro m  devastation of c iv il w a r.

B y  Joseph Hansen
P A R IS  —  On M arch  18 the 

F rench governm ent, pu rsu ing  de 
G au lle ’s a im  o f becom ing a pow er 
b ig  enough to  s ta rt a nuc lea r w a r, 
i f  n o t w in  it ,  tested an atom ic 
device in  the  Sahara h in te rland s  
o f A lg e ria . The cha in  reaction  set 
o f f  b y  th a t exp losion has not yet 
come to  an end.

T he  A lg e ria n  governm ent p ro ­
tested the  v io la tio n  o f its  sover­
e ign ty . The F rench d ip lom ats  re ­
p lie d  sym p a th e tica lly  b u t evasive­
ly , a p pa ren tly  ta k in g  the A lg e ria n  
p ro test as a m ere face-saving  
statem ent. I f  you c a re fu lly  read 
the  f in e  p r in t  o f the E v ian  cease­
f ire  agreem ent, signed exa c tly  a 
yea r be fore  the test, they argued, 
you w i l l  f in d  th a t the  m il ita ry  
clauses sanction F rench nuclear 
experim ents  in  the Sahara.

T he A lg e ria n  governm ent re ­
p lie d  th a t i t  w o u ld  seek rev is ion  
o f the  m il i ta ry  clauses, b u t w h a t­
ever the  f in e  p r in t  said, the  fac t 
rem a ined th a t the nuc lear test, 
conducted against the express w i l l  
o f a l l hu m a n ity , v io la ted  A lg e ria n  
sovere ignty. The F rench d ip lom ats  
sm iled  p o lite ly .

The issue was a c ru c ia l one fo r  
the governm ent o f A hm ed Ben 
B e lla . The m ove o f the F rench 
governm ent coincided w ith  an 
a la rm in g  g ro w th  o f the neo-co l- 
o n ia lis t tendency in  A lg e ria , a 
tendency sub tly , s k i l l fu l ly  and 
s tu b b o rn ly  fostered by  the  re p ­
resentatives o f im p e r ia lis t France. 
I f  de G au lle  succeeded in  f lo u tin g  
the  opposition o f the A lg e ria n  gov­
e rn m en t to nuc lear tests on its  na­
t io n a l te r r ito ry , the encouraging 
e ffec t i t  w o u ld  have on the neo­
co lo n ia lis t tendency was obvious.

T he  Ben B e lla  governm ent rose 
to  the challenge. On M arch  23 the 
O ff ic ia l J o u rn a l pub lished the tex t 
o f a decree d e fin in g  the  m eaning 
o f “ vacated p roperties .”  These are 
the ho ld ings w h ich  some 800,000 
European co lon ia lis ts  le ft  behind 
a year ago when the y  fle d  A lg e ria  
in  fea r o f the consequences o f the 
v ic to ry  w on against F rance in  the 
seve n -a n d -a -h a lf yea r w a r fo r  in ­
dependence. A lm o s t o n e -fo u rth  of 
a ll the  land unde r c u lt iv a tio n  in 
A lg e ria  is invo lved , in c lu d in g  the 
m ost fe r t ile , fa v o ra b ly  s itua ted 
areas, the  la rgest fa rm s  and estates 
as w e ll as im p o rta n t in d u s tr ia l 
enterprises. T w o  decrees last fa l l  
(O ct. 22 and Nov. 23) had placed 
these ho ld ings unde r M anagem ent 
Com m ittees w h ich  had fo rm ed 
m ore o r less spontaneously over 
a ll o f A lg e ria , b u t i t  was s t i l l  pos­
s ib le  fo r  the  Europeans to re tu rn  
and re c la im  th e ir  p roperties  under 
ce rta in  cond itions. The M arch  23 
decree ended th is  p o ss ib ility . The 
“ vacated p ro pe rties ”  became i r ­
redeem able. They w ere  in  effect 
na tiona lized .

O n M arch  29 came another spec­
ta cu la r move. A  tw o -p a r t  decree 
placed the M anagem ent C o m m it­
tees in  pe rm anent co n tro l o f the 
“ vacated p rope rties ”  and set up 
re la ted  in s titu tio n s , in c lu d in g
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W orke rs ’ Councils. The new  law  
specifies tha t bo th  M anagem ent 
Com m ittees and W orke rs ’ Coun­
cils, as w e ll as G enera l Assem­
blies o f W orkers, are to be dem o­
c ra tic a lly  elected. Technologica l 
“ d irec to rs ,”  w ho  are nom inated by 
the governm ent to represent its  
in te rests in  m anagem ent, are sub­
je c t to  approva l o f the w o rke rs  in ­
vo lved.

As the  F rench im p e ria lis ts  spu t­
tered and fum ed over such u n ex­
pected end resu lts  in  th e ir  nuclear 
test, the A lg e ria n  governm ent 
m oved d ire c tly  against some o f 
the  m ore no torious neo -co lon ia l­
ists.

A t  2 a.m. M arch  30, the govern­
m en t m oved troops in to  the  g ian t 
T rappe fa rm s and exp rop ria ted  
the ow ner, H e n r i Borgeaud. They 
came, they said, unde r a F rench 
co lon ia l la w  re q u ir in g  p ro tection  
o f p roperties  threatened b y  a mass 
revo lt.

A  cen tra l f ig u re  in  co lon ia l p o l­
itics  d u r in g  the  days o f F rench 
ru le , Borgeaud was one o f the 
few  co lon ia lis ts  w ho d id  not flee 
A lg e ria , cooly choosing to  a ttem p t 
to r id e  ou t the re v o lu tio n a ry  
storm . The exp ro p ia tio n  o f h is 
p roperties  was the re fo re  at once 
seized upon by  the F rench as in  
c lea r v io la tio n  o f the E v ian  agree­
ments.

B orgeaud’s p roperties  w ere  no t 
the on ly  ones seized. O thers o f 
s im ila r  k in d , “ some 15 o r 20,”  
were  exp rop ria ted  in  va rious  parts  
o f the coun try .

In  the  past several m onths, the 
Ben B e lla  governm ent has taken 
over several hundred  fa rm s and 
120 m ovie  houses purchased by 
A lge rians  at ba rga in  prices fro m  
flee in g  European co lon ia lis ts . W ith  
the M arch  29 decree, th is  d r iv e  
against neo-co lon ia lism  was pu t 
in to  h igh gear. On A p r i l  2, the 
governm ent took ove r 69 hotels in  
A lg ie rs  w h ich  had been purchased 
by A lg e ria n  speculators. T h is  was 
fo llo w e d  A p r i l  4 b y  the seizure o f 
21 restaurants. These w ere  placed 
under W orkers  M anagem ent Com ­
mittees.

T he  m a in  s ign ificance o f these 
exp rop ria tio ns  was no t so m uch 
the size o f the ho ld ings as the 
fac t th a t they  w ere  d irected 
against A lg e ria n  owners.

W h ile  these actions took place, 
Ben B e lla  exp la ined  th e ir  m ean­
ing  in  a series o f v igorous 
speeches. These disclosed a s ign­
if ic a n t s h ift  in  p o licy . Instead o f 
addressing h is audience w ith  the 
custom ary “ b ro the rs  and sisters,”  
Ben B e lla  used “ w o rk in g  men and 
w om en,”  c le a rly  d ire c tin g  a re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  appeal to the w o rk in g  
class and poor peasants. He ex ­
p la ined  th a t the “ vacated p ro p e r­
ties ”  had now  become the  socia l­
is t sector o f the A lg e ria n  economy 
and th a t i t  w o u ld  be used in  ac­
cordance w ith  a na tion a l p lan  “ to 
steer ou r socia lism .”  A nd  he made 
references to  Y ugos lav ia  and to 
Cuba, re a ff irm in g  the pos ition  he 
took a t the he ig h t o f the Cuban 
cris is  w hen he b o ld ly  v is ite d  
Havana and expressed the so lid ­
a r ity  fe lt  by the A lg e ria n  people 
fo r  the Cuban R evo lu tion .

W hat is the m eaning o f th is  
developm ent in  the con tex t o f the  
A lg e ria n  R evolu tion? The nuc lear 
test obv ious ly  on ly  p rec ip ita ted  
som eth ing th a t was a lready be­
g in n in g  to c rys ta llize . W hen the 
Ben B e lla  governm ent came to 
power, the A lg e ria n  people lay  
lik e  a g rievo us ly  wounded f ig h te r  
w ho had succeeded in  th ro w in g  
o f f  a m urderous assailant b u t now 
needed tim e  to recuperate fro m  
the exhausting  strugg le . The eco­
nom y was down, unem p loym ent 
was un ive rsa l, and hunger and 
m ise ry  acu te ly  a ffected m ost o f 
the  popu la tion . Thus a lu l l  oc­
cu rre d  in  the  class strugg le  w h ile  
the m ost e lem en ta ry  measures o f 
recovery  w ere  taken.

W ith  e x tra o rd in a ry  sw iftness

neo-co lon ia lis t tendencies, c a re fu l­
ly  n u rtu re d  by both F rench and 
A m erican  im p e ria lism  appeared. 
A ga in s t th is  tendency, and as a 
spontaneous w a y  o f ge tting  th ings 
go ing again, the w o rk in g  masses 
sta rted  organ iz ing  M anagem ent 
Com m ittees.

The strugg le  between these 
class forces focused around the 
key  sector in  the econom y, the 
“ vacated p rope rties .”  The issue 
was w ho should con tro l them . E f­
fec tive  con tro l im p lie d  eventua l 
ow nersh ip .

T h is  c o n flic t on a na tiona l scale 
took the ra th e r hu m dru m  fo rm  of 
co llusion, g ra ft, p r iv a te  p ro fite e r­
in g  and abuse o f o ffice  on the one 
hand; and, on the o th e r hand, o f 
p u b lic -s p ir ite d  e ffo rts  to  clean out 
the neo-co lon ia lis ts  in  fa v o r o f 
dem ocra tic  m anagem ent th rough  
com m ittees o f w o rke rs  on the job. 
I t  was re flec ted  in  the  governm ent 
b y  opposing forces th a t tended to 
fo rm  around tw o  poles: 1) The
figu res  m ost responsive to  neo­
co lon ia lism  and im p e ria lism ; 2) 
Those m ost responsive to  the w i l l  
o f the peasantry and w o rke rs  as 
tra n sm itte d  th rou gh  the arm ed 
forces and the M anagem ent Com ­
m ittees. The c o n flic t centered 
around the “ N a tion a l O ffice  of 
Vacated P roperties ”  w h ich  was in 
charge o f a d m in is te rin g  the h o ld ­
ings le f t  by the flee in g  co lon ia lis ts .

The tug g in g  and ha u lin g  w ith in  
the governm ent over th is  de pa rt­
m ent increased. Purge measures 
against the  bo lder representatives 
o f neo-co lon ia lism  were un de r­
taken by  the  Ben B e lla  w ing. 
There  were repeated rum o rs  of 
d iffe rences in  the  governm ent so 
sharp th a t they m ig h t even s p lit 
the P o litica l Bureau. E x trem e le ft  
forces, fo rm e rly  h ig h ly  c r it ic a l of 
Ben Be lla , began ra l ly in g  behind 
h im  in  th is  struggle.

A n o th e r im p o rta n t fa c to r should 
be borne in  m in d  in  assessing the 
s itua tion  as a w hole. The freedom  
strugg le  o f the A lg e ria n  people 
was p a r t ic u la r ly  exhausting  be­
cause they got no he lp  fro m  the 
mass organ izations o f the French 
w o rk in g  class due to  th e ir  class- 
co lla b o ra tio n is t leadership. In  
M arch , however, the F rench  coal 
m iners touched o f f  a g reat new 
class strugg le . Jus t as the  m in e rs ’ 
exam ple  in sp ired  and encouraged 
the w o rke rs  in  o ther indus tries  in  
France and the  w o rke rs  th ro u g h ­

ou t Europe, so i t  he lped insp ire  
and encourage the A lg e r ia n  peo­
ple  in  ta k in g  bo lder moves against 
the pow er they face in  common 
w ith  the  F rench w orkers.

Such was the background when 
de G a u lle ’s generals decided th a t 
the tim e  was r ip e  to  conduct a 
nuc lear test in  the Sahara in  de­
fiance o f Ben B e lla ’s n e u tra lis t 
po licy  in  the  nu c le a r-a rm s  race. 
They are p ro ba b ly  s t i l l  t r y in g  to 
puzzle ou t w h y  a m odest fiss ion 
exp e rim e n t should have b lo w n  o ff  
so m any finge rs  in  the p o lit ic a l 
fie ld .

In  the  tension inside the A l­
ge rian  governm ent, the  m ain  
s ign ificance  o f the recent meas­
ures is the  s treng then ing  they 
g ive  to  the w in g  fa v o rin g  the  so­
c ia lis t road fo r  A lg e ria . I t  is w o rth  
no ting , fo r  instance, th a t the N a ­
tio n a l O ffice  o f Vacated P rop e r-

(Continued from  Page 1)
succeed in  d iv id in g  the m iners 
w he the r in  ge tting  a re tu rn  to 
w o rk  in  the coal basin o r in  p i t ­
t in g  the  th ree  un ions in  com peti­
tion  w ith  each other.

W ith o u t ove res tim a ting  the v ic ­
to ry  o f the m iners, i t  m ust never­
theless be u n de rlin ed  th a t i t  in ­
volves a serious loss o f prestige 
fo r  de G au lle  and his reg im e, both 
n a tio n a lly  and in te rn a tio n a lly . 
T h is  personage w ho  o n ly  had to 
speak to b r in g  the generals to  
heel, to m ake the  bourgeois po­
li t ic a l pa rties  b ite  the  dust, to 
cancel ou t the A m erican  and 
B r it is h  pro jects, th is  great p e r­
sonage w ho  a lready had to change 
his tone in  speaking w ith  the A l­
gerian revo lu tion is ts , was checked 
by  the  m ine rs  in  h is f i r s t  great 
test w ith  the  F rench w o rk in g  
class.

First Confrontation
A fte r  such resu lts, does th is  

s ig n ify  th a t the  w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza­
tions fo llow e d  co rre c t' tactics? 
U nders tandab ly  in  th is  f ir s t  con­
fro n ta tio n  w ith  the reg im e, the 
un ions w anted to assure u n ity  o f 
action a t a ll costs and d id  eve ry ­
th in g  possible to avo id incidents. 
H ow ever, i t  was possible to 
achieve m ore  in  b u ild in g  s o lid a r i­
ty  fo r  the  m iners  —  no t so m uch

ties was renam ed w hen i t  rece ived 
fresh powers unde r the new  de­
cree. I t  is now  the  “ N a tio n a l O f­
fice  o f R u ra l In it ia t iv e  o f the So­
c ia lis t Sector”  ( “ B ureau  n a tion a l 
d ’a n im a tion  ru ra le  du  secteur so- 
c ia lis te ” ) . U n de r its  ju r is d ic tio n  i t  
has huge in d u s tr ia l and a g r ic u l­
tu ra l enterprises, in c lu d in g  3,750,- 
000 acres cu ltiv a te d  unde r W o rk ­
ers’ M anagem ent Com m ittees. 
U nder the new decree th is  ju r is ­
d ic tio n  can no longer re v e rt to  the 
fo rm e r owners. A  q u a lita tiv e  
change has occurred in  the re la ­
t iv e  w e ig h t and im portance  o f th is  
sector o f the governm ent.

The F rench ca p ita lis t press re ­
po rts  th a t c irc les  around de 
G au lle  have reacted to Ben B e l­
la ’s moves w ith  such w ords as 
“ shocking”  and “ in ad m iss ib le ” ; a 
“ k n ife  b lo w ”  to the E v ian  agree­
ments. B u t i t  appears th a t the 
French governm ent, bea ring  in  
m in d  the Cuban experience, w i l l  
n o t reso rt to  spectacular cou n te r­
moves. I t  has too m uch to  lose i f  
A lg e ria  should respond in  k in d  by 
ta k in g  over the  o il reserves in  the 
Sahara w h ich  have been exp lo red  
s u ff ic ie n t ly  to  revea l th a t they 
m ay be the riches t p rize  in  N o rth  
A fr ic a .

M ore lik e ly , the F rench  govern­
m ent w i l l  consider us ing th rea ts  to 
tigh ten  the fin a n c ia l squeeze on 
A lg e ria  in  the  w a y  o f a id, cred its 
and loans. Possib ly  i t  w i l l  threa ten 
to impose re ta lia to ry  res tr ic tio ns  
on im p o rts  o f w ines, c itru s  fru its , 
o lives and garden crops.

The F rench  v ie w  o f the  s itu a ­
tion  was a p tly  expressed by  a 
co lo n ia lis t w in e  g ro w e r in  the 
M it id ja  w ho was quoted as fo llow s  
in  the A p r i l  5 F iga ro :

“ W e had the  im pression th a t 
Ben B e lla  was t ry in g  a t f i r s t  to 
get good re la tions  w ith  France. In  
face o f a ll the in te rn a l d iff ic u lt ie s , 
he cou ld n ’t  f ig h t  on a ll fro n ts  and 
so he tem porized. N ow  h is  pow er 
is secure; he l i f ts  the m ask —  i t ’s 
a ll-o u t socia lism . T o  safeguard our 
in terests, i t ’s now  up to  the  F rench 
governm ent to act.”

In  th is  strugg le , i t  should be 
c lear to  eve ry  soc ia lis t w h ic h  side 
he should favo r. The tendency o f 
the  A lg e ria n  R e vo lu tion  to  deve l­
op in  the socia lis t d ire c tio n  has 
g row n  stronger. The new  gains 
m ust be defended against the 
fie rce  pressure th a t w i l l  now  be 
m ounted to undo them .

in  the fin a n c ia l side o f i t  as in  
w o rke rs ’ action.

I t  cou ld no t be a question o f a 
genera l s tr ike , w h ic h  presupposes 
a d iffe re n t re la tio n  o f forces in 
the cou n try , b u t o f mass dem on­
stra tions in  the streets.

T ow a rd  the end o f the  second 
week o f the  s tr ike , the  fe rm en t 
had reached such p ro po rtions  tha t 
m uch greater pressure could have 
been b ro ug h t to bear against the 
governm ent to  ob ta in  its  ca p it­
u la tion .

The o ther great weakness was 
th a t the  mass organ izations, bo th 
pa rties  and unions, w h ile  they 
supported the  s tr ike , d id  n o t u t i l ­
ize the o p p o rtu n ity  d u r in g  the 
course o f i t  to speak ou t s trong ­
ly  fo r  a p ro g ra m  ( fo r  a 40 -hour 
week, against de G au lle ’s atom ic 
weapons p o licy , etc.) w h ich  w ou ld  
have placed the com bat in  p roper 
re la tio n  to a perspective o f fu r th e r  
ba ttle  o f greater scope, reaching 
even to a s trugg le  against the 
reg im e itse lf.

The F rench w o rk in g  class scored 
an im p o rta n t v ic to ry , especia lly  i f  
one takes in to  account the a t­
mosphere w h ic h  has preva iled  
since de G au lle  came to  power. 
B u t i t  s t i l l  has a hard  road ahead 
o f even m ore d i f f ic u lt  ba ttle  w h ich  
m ay no t a lw ays end as fa vo ra b ly  
as th is  one did.

... French Strike Settlement
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DECLARATION BY BEN BELLA

‘Workers’ Control Is Reality of Revolution’
[O n announcing a tw o -p a r t  de­

cree M arch  29 estab lish ing  W o rk ­
ers’ C ouncils and re la ted  in s t itu ­
tions, Ben B e lla  spoke to  the  A l­
gerian people over rad io  and te le ­
vis ion, e xp la in in g  the  m eaning o f 
these s ig n if ic a n t measures. The 
fu l l  te x t o f h is speech fo llo w s ]

W o rk in g  men and w om en o f A l ­
geria, as I  speak to  you the  O ff i­
c ia l J o u rn a l o f the D em ocra tic  and 
P opu la r A lg e ria n  R epub lic  is pu b ­
lish in g  the te x t o f some o f the 
most, i f  no t the  most, im p o rta n t 
decisions w h ic h  the governm ent 
has taken since i t  was constitu ted.

I t  concerns a decree bea ring  on 
the o rgan iza tion  and m anagem ent 
o f in d u s tr ia l, m in in g  and a rtisan  
enterprises as w e ll as vacated 
a g r ic u ltu ra l undertak ings.

A lre a d y  las t week, m ore p re c i­
sely F rid a y , M arch  23, the O ff ic ia l 
Jo u rn a l pub lished  a s ig n if ic a n t 
te x t d e fin in g  the m eaning o f “ va ­
cated”  once and fo r  a ll. Those w ho 
im agined th a t the governm ent o f 
re v o lu tio n a ry  A lg e ria  w o u ld  w a it, 
arm s fo lded , in  face o f m aneuvers 
w h ich  aim ed a t n o th in g  m ore n o r 
less than liq u id a tin g  the  “ vacated 
p ro pe rties ” ; w e ll, the y  w e re  m is ­
taken.

Sabotage by Colons
I  have said i t  be fore and I  re ­

peat i t  now. I t  was n o t w e w ho 
drove aw ay the  fo rm e r e xp lo ite rs  
o f th is  vast sector o f the  A lg e ria n  
econom y w h ich  then became “ va ­
cated p roperties .”  I t  was n o t we 
w ho  sought to  su ffoca te  the  A l ­
ge rian  economy. I t  was the fo rm e r 
e xp lo ite rs  w ho  le ft,  seeking 
th rou gh  th e ir  exodus to  sabotage 
and b lock the  po ss ib ilities  o f re ­
cons truc ting  independent A lg e ria . 
W e had to  stem in  the b rie fes t 
possible tim e  the disastrous con­
sequences o f th is  sabotage.

The P rov is ion a l G overnm en t 
appealed to those w ho had le ft, 
ask ing them  to  re tu rn . H o w  m any 
o f them  returned?

B efo re  anyone starts to invoke  
h igh  p rinc ip les , le t h im  te ll  us 
c le a rly  how  m any o f them  re ­
sponded to  the appeal o f the  P ro ­
v is io n a l G ove rnm en t to  re tu rn  and 
to pa rtic ip a te  in  the reconstruc tion  
o f the coun try .

C ou ld  the  governm ent th a t 
issued fro m  the A lg e ria n  R e vo lu ­
tio n  stand, arm s fo lded , before 
such a challenge? I f  i t  had done 
so, i t  w o u ld  n o t have been w o rth y  
o f the A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion , i t  
w o u ld  no t have been w o rth y  o f 
speaking in  the nam e o f the  A l ­
gerian people. M oreove r, the 
w o rk in g  masses o f the  cou n try  
understood th e ir  du ty . A lm o s t 
eve ryw here , th e y  organized them ­
selves spontaneously and m oved 
in  to  rep lace the absconding e x ­
p lo ite rs . In  th is  respect, the  de­
crees o f O ctober 22 and Novem ber 
23, 1962, se tting  up M anagem ent 
Com m ittees, d id  no t m ore than 
r a t ify  a state o f a ffa irs  w h ic h  the 
w o rk in g  masses, in  th e ir  p a tr io t ic

and re v o lu tio n a ry  s p ir it ,  had 
created th rou gh ou t the leng th  and 
b read th  o f the coun try .

D id  the decrees o f O ctober 22 
and Novem ber 23, 1962, close the 
door to those w ho  had le ft,  ne­
g lec ting  th e ir  du ties  to w a rd  the 
land w h ich  had nourished them? 
In  no wise. R e vo lu tio n a ry  A lg e ria  
has its  tra d itio n s  o f generosity.

Fidel Castro 
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A h m ed  Ben B e lla

The decrees o f O ctober 22 and 
N ovem ber 23, 1962, le f t  open the 
p o ss ib ility  o f re tu rn in g  and even 
o f be ing re insta ted in  th e ir  en te r­
prises and unde rtak ings  w h ich  
they had abandoned, b u t on con­
d itio n  th a t the y  gave s u ffic ie n t 
guarantees fo r  honest and produc­
t iv e  m anagem ent o f the en te rp rise  
and on cond ition  o f accepting s in ­
cere co llabo ra tion  w ith  the M an ­
agem ent Com m ittees.

H ow  m any o f them  re tu rned  
and agreed to  co llabora te  w ith  the 
M anagem ent Committees?

W hat n a tion a l governm ent, 
w o rth y  o f the name, w o u ld  have 
p e rm itte d  the s itua tion  to  dete­
rio ra te?  I t  was h igh  tim e  th a t 
A lg e ria  w e n t to  w o rk . I t  was h igh  
tim e  th a t the governm ent th a t 
issued fro m  the A lg e r ia n  R e vo lu ­
t io n  organized the m anagem ent o f 
the enterprises and unde rtak ings  
abandoned, be trayed  b y  th e ir  
fo rm e r exp lo ite rs . The A lg e ria n  
w o rke rs  had proved th e ir  capacity  
to f i l l  the gap. I t  was necessary 
to  g ive  them  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
con tinue in  th e ir  e ffo rts .

Proved Impossible
I t  then proved to  be im possib le 

to organize a n y th in g  in  a sector 
in  w h ic h  “ vacated”  cou ld  be con­
t in u a lly  p laced in  question, in  
w h ic h  “ vacated”  cou ld  be made 
the  ob jec t o f pressure, o f b a r­
ga in ing , o f the business o f in ­
fluence. I t  was necessary d e f in i­
t iv e ly  to se ttle  the question o f the 
“ vacated p rope rties .”  I t  was nec­
essary th a t the sector o f “ vacated 
p rope rties ”  be defined, de te rm ­
ined, once and fo r  a ll!

I t  was in  th is  s p ir it  th a t w e 
passed o u r decree o f M a rch  18, 
1963, dea ling  w ith  the  reg u la tion  
o f the “ vacated prope rties .”  T h is  
decree w h ic h  the N a tion a l Con­
s titu e n t A ssem bly approved in  its  
session o f M arch  26, 1963, ba rred  
any appeal fro m  a ru lin g  taken 
p r io r  to  M arch  22, 1963, th a t a 
p ro p e rty  had been “ vacated.”  A l l  
en terprises o f an in d u s tr ia l, com ­
m erc ia l, a rtisan, fin a n c ia l and 
m in in g  character, a l l a g r ic u ltu ra l 
and fo re s try  undertak ings, a ll the 
o ffices, re a l estate o r po rtions of 
re a l estate w h ich , on the date of 
M a rch  22, 1963, had been ru led  
to be “ vacated,”  were, once and 
fo r  a ll, d e fin it iv e ly , “ vacated p ro ­
pe rties ”  and fro m  th is  fa c t th e ir  
m anagem ent passed, once and fo r  
a ll, d e fin it iv e ly , to the A lg e ria n  
w orkers.

F ro m  now  on we w i l l  no t speak 
any m ore o f “ vacated p ro pe rties ”  
b u t o f en terprises and u n d e rta k ­
ings o f se lf-m anagem ent.

Once de fined as “ vacated,”  once

de term ined as the key  sector of 
the A lg e ria n  economy, w e m ust 
tu rn , seriously, to the p rob lem  of 
the m anagem ent o f th is  sector 
w ith  w h ich  we w ish  to steer our 
socialism.

Tw o  so lu tions are offered. 
Should we place m anagem ent in 
the  state? Should we place i t  w ith  
the workers?

In  fa c t no hes ita tion  is possible. 
T he  p r in c ip le  o f se lf-m anagem ent 
o f the enterprises by  the  w o rke rs  
has a lready been inscribed in  the 
re a lity  o f the  A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion  
by  the spontaneous, conscious ac­
tio n  o f the la b o rin g  masses. The 
p o w e rfu l m ovem ent o f the M an ­
agem ent C om m ittee, w h ich  m u lt i­
p lie d  th rou gh ou t the coun try , 
aw aited  s im p ly  lega liza tion  in  a ll 
its  re v o lu tio n a ry  extent.

Self-Management
The decrees w h ich  the O ffic ia l 

Jo u rn a l o f the D em ocratic  and 
P op u la r A lg e ria n  R epub lic  is pu b ­
lis h in g  today legalizes and in s t itu ­
tiona lizes the enterprises o f se lf­
m anagem ent be ing ru n  by  the 
dem ocra tic c o lle c t iv ity  o f the 
w orkers.

W ith  the G eneral Assem blies 
and the W orke rs ’ C ouncils, w ith  
the  M anagem ent Com m ittees, the 
A lg e ria n  w o rke rs  are ta k in g  th e ir  
des tiny  in to  th e ir  ow n hands. I t  
is  the  w orkers , in  th e ir  G eneral 
Assem blies, w ho w i l l  decide on 
the  p lan  o f developm ent fo r  th e ir  
en terprises w ith in  the fra m e w o rk  
o f the  N a tion a l P lan. I t  is they, 
the  w orke rs , w ho w i l l  establish, 
exam ine and adopt the  bookkeep­
in g  accounts. I t  is  the y  w ho  w i l l  
de te rm ine  bonuses fo r  ou tpu t. I t  is

they w ho w i l l  ha rvest the  f r u i t  of 
th e ir  labor. T hey  w i l l  pa rtic ip a te  
in  the  m anagem ent o f the na tion a l 
funds fo r  inves tm en t and the 
ba lanc ing  o f em p loym ent.

W o rk in g  men and w om en o f 
A lg e ria , I  w o u ld  lik e  to  stress the 
na tiona l funds fo r  ba lanc ing  em ­
ploym ent.

As you know , the re  are unem ­
ployed, m any unem ployed in  A l ­
geria . There  are jobs, m any jobs 
w ith  poor o r l i t t le  pay in  A l ­
geria. There  is heavy la b o r w h ich  
exhausts a person and o the r w o rk  
th a t is no t so bad. There  are r ic h  
regions, b u t also poor ones in  A l ­
geria.

I t  is th rou gh  the na tio n a l funds 
fo r  the ba lanc ing  o f em p loym ent 
th a t the s o lid a rity  o f the w o rk in g  
men and wom en o f A lg e ria  e x ­
presses itse lf. I t  is th rou gh  these 
funds th a t the w o rke rs  o f the 
M it id ja  and those o f the  A ures ex ­
press th e ir  fra te rn ity .  F ro m  the 
east to  the west, fro m  the  n o rth  
to the south, the  A lg e ria n  w o rk ­
ers, th rou gh  the  n a tion a l funds 
fo r  ba lanc ing  o f em p loym ent, e x ­
press once again the  u n ity  o f the 
A lg e ria n  nation .

W o rk in g  m en and wom en o f A l ­
geria , I  w o u ld  also lik e  to  speak 
about the D ire c to r w ho  constitu tes 
one o f the ins trum en ts  o f y o u r 
self-m anagem ent.

Th is  D ire c to r w i l l  be selected on 
a m ora l and pro fessiona l leve l. 
He w i l l  be nom ina ted  by  the  state, 
b u t th is  no m in a tion  w i l l  be sub­
m itte d  to yo u r approva l.

I t  is necessary th a t w ith in  y o u r 
enterprises o f se lf-m anagem ent 
someone should represent the  na­

tio n a l c o lle c t iv ity  to  w h ic h  you 
be long and safeguard its  in terests. 
I t  is necessary th a t y o u r en te r­
prises a tta in  a h igh  degree o f 
p ro d u c tiv ity  and th a t you should 
be able to  a id  in  the  econom ic 
deve lopm ent o f o u r coun try . I t  is 
necessary th a t w ith in  y o u r en­
terprises o f se lf-m anagem ent the re  
should be someone w ho can serve 
as a transm iss ion b e lt between ou r 
enterprises and the state, someone 
responsible fo r  the  N a tio n a l P lan 
o f developm ent.

Role of Director
T h is  D ire c to r, whose nom ina ­

tion  is sub ject to  y o u r approva l, 
th is  D ire c to r is a w o rk e r l ik e  you 
and w i l l  share y o u r troub les and 
joys and p a rtic ip a te , w ith  you, in  
the socia lis t construc tion  o f ou r 
coun try .

M ake his task easy. H e lp  h im . 
P ro te c t h im  lik e  one o f y o u r own.

W o rk in g  m en and wom en o f A l ­
geria . I t  is  up  to  you  and o n ly  
you to  p rove  to  the  w o r ld  th a t 
the A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion  w ants  to  
be and can be in  the  vanguard  
o f the  soc ia lis t experim ents  o f o u r 
tim es. Close y o u r ranks, dem on­
stra te  to  the w o r ld  th a t you are 
m asters o f y o u r destiny, un ited , 
v ig ila n t  and conscious o f y o u r 
du ties and y o u r r ig h ts ; organize 
yourselves so th a t everyw here, 
ove r the w h o le  A lg e ria n  te r r i­
to ry , the G eneral Assem blies o f 
the  W orkers  can jo in  together and 
th a t eve ryw here, th rou gh ou t the 
A lg e ria n  te r r ito ry ,  the M anage­
m en t Com m ittees, de m ocra tica lly  
elected, can harness them selves to  
the e x a ltin g  task o f the  socia list 
construc tion  o f ou r coun try .

The M arch 29 decree “dealing 
w ith  the organization and man­
agement of industrial, mining  
and artisan enterprises as w ell 
as vacated agricultural under­
takings” establishes four institu­
tions:

“ (1) the General Assembly of 
Workers,

“ (2) the W orkers’ Council,
“ (3) the Management Com m it­

tee,
“ (4) the Director.”
The General Assembly of 

W orkers is composed of perm ­
anent workers on the job over 
18 years of age. The size of the 
General Assembly is determined 
each year according to the de­
gree of development of the en­
terprise. Its  duties include:

“Adopting the enterprise’s plan 
of development or cultivation  
w ith in  the fram ework of the 
National Plan as w ell as the an­
nual programs of equipment, 
production and sales;

“Adopting rules in  regard to 
the organization of the w ork and 
in regard to the determination  
and division of tasks and respon­
sibilities;

“Approving the books at the 
end of the accounting period;

“Electing the W orkers Council 
where this body is set up.”

The General Assembly makes 
its decisions by a simple m ajo ri­
ty of workers present, although 
a quorum of two-thirds* of the 
members is required for valid  
action. Voting takes place by se­
cret ballot.

W orkers’ Councils are set up 
in  enterprises where more than 
100 workers are employed. Rep­
resentation is on the basis of not 
more than one Council member 
for every 15 and not less than 
one for every ten. The rules for 
voting are the same as for the 
General Assembly. Elected for 
three-year terms, one-third of 
its members are renewed each 
year. Its  duties, w ith  some d if­
ferences, are the same as those 
of the General Assembly in

smaller enterprises. But it also 
“elects and controls” the M an­
agement Committee.

The Management Committee 
consists of from  three to eleven 
members who hold office on the 
same basis as members of the 
W orkers’ Council. Its  duty is to 
run the enterprise. I t  must meet 
at least once a month; oftener, if  
the Interests of the enterprise 
demand it, or the chairman, 
which it  elects, convenes it, or 
one-third of the members call 
for it. I t  can adm it to its meet­
ings in a consultative capacity 
members of the W orkers’ Coun­
cil or the General Assembly.

The Director “represents the 
state” in the running of the en­
terprise. He checks the legality 
of economic and financial opera­
tions to see that they are m ain­
tained in conformity w ith  the N a­
tional Plan. Under the authority  
of the Chairm an he checks the 
daily conduct of affairs, p a rti­
cularly financial accounts, in ­
ventories, and minutes. He has a 
deliberative voice in the M anage­
ment Committee but can never 
serve as chairman. He is nom­
inated and w ithdraw n by the 
government body in charge of 
the enterprise in agreement 
w ith  the Council of Communal 
Enterprise and Self-M anage­
ment.

In  addition to codifying the 
establishment of the above or­
ganisms, the decree sets up Com­
munal Councils.

“In  every commune,” reads the 
decree, “a Council of Communal 
In itia tive  [anim ation] and Self- 
Management is created, composed 
of the chairmen of the Manage­
ment Committees, a representa­
tive of the Party, of the U G T A  
[unions], the AN P [arm y] and 
of the adm inistrative authorities 
of the commune. In  case of nec­
essity, an Intercomm unal Council 
can he created in place of the 
Communal Councils but w ithout 
power to substitute itself for 
more than five Councils.

These Communal Councils aid 
in creating management bodies, 
in interesting the workers in the 
problems of self-management, 
and in co-ordinating the activ­
ities of enterprises.

They have the power to ac­
cord or w ithdraw  approval of 
directors appointed by the gov­
ernment.

The following articles of the 
decree are of special interest: 

“A rtic le 26. The members 
of W orkers’ Councils, of the 
Committees of Management of 
enterprises and undertakings, or 
of Councils of Communal In it ia ­
tive and Self-Management, can­
not receive any special rem uner­
ation for the accomplishment of 
their duties, it being understood 
that the time devoted to the 
deliberations and w ork of these 
bodies w ill be considered as 
normal w ork time and renum er­
ated on the same scale.

“Artic le 27. The members of 
the above bodies exercise the 
functions developing on them  
only in the meetings of the bodies 
of which they are members and 
cannot extend the said functions 
outside the sessions of the said 
bodies unless expressly m andat­
ed by the body to w hich they 
belong.

“A rtic le  28. Any person who  
knowingly blocks the function­
ing of a Management Committee, 
w ill be liable to a penalty of five  
years imprisonment and a fine of 
from  1,000 to 10,000 francs 
($200 to $2,000) or one of the 
two penalties.

“ Artic le 29. The measures of 
the present decree become effec­
tive w ith  its publication and 
must be put into fu ll and entire 
effect w ith  a m axim um  delay 
of one year.

“A rtic le  30. The present decree 
on the organization of the self­
management of vacated enter­
prises and undertakings annuls 
all contrary measures.”

Algerian Decree on Workers' Management
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Do Socialist Criticisms of Khrushchev Harm USSR?

Discussion of Viewpoint of ‘Marxist-Leninist Quarterly’
B y W ill ia m  F. W ard e

The f ir s t  issue o f a new rad ica l 
pu b lica tio n , the  M a rx is t-L e n in is t  
Q u a rte r ly , has ju s t appeared. In  
such a ven tu re , the  e d ito r ia l sta te­
m en t o f p rinc ip le s  has the g re a t­
est p o lit ic a l s ign ificance and in ­
terest. Since i t  ends w ith  an in ­
v ita t io n  fo r  a “ fra n k  discussion of 
d iffe rences”  am ong “ a ll w ho  share 
o u r desire to advance the cause 
o f a socia lis t U n ite d  States,”  I  
should lik e  to respond to  th a t sug­
gestion in  the same fra te rn a l s p ir­
i t  w h ich  m o tiva ted  it.

To begin w ith , le t me state 
agreem ent w ith  the positions ex ­
pressed in  the  f ir s t  th ree  sections 
o f the  e d ito r ia l. These set fo r th  
an analysis o f the  s itua tion  and 
po lic ies o f U.S. im p e ria lis m  at 
home and abroad, and an a ttitu d e  
o f p r in c ip le d  re v o lu tio n a ry  opposi­
t io n  to  them , w h ich  is m uch 
needed in  o u r lis tless p o lit ic a l a t­
mosphere.

The v iew s on the K ennedy ad­
m in is tra tio n , fo r  exam ple, are as 
m uch a ligned w ith  those o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  as they 
are a t odds w ith  those propagated 
b y  the  U.S. C om m unis t P a rty  
w h ic h  have ju s t been so v ig o ro us ly  
c r it ic iz e d  by  the  Chinese C om m u­
nists. The d e te rm in a tion  to  f ig h t 
fo r  the  rem ova l o f the im p e ria lis ts  
fro m  pow er, instead o f v a in ly  t r y ­
in g  to  persuade the representatives 
o f b ig  business th a t the y  do not 
unders tand th e ir  ow n best class 
in terests, as the  fo llo w e rs  of 
K h ru shch ev  are do ing, is c e rta in ­
ly  in  the  M a rx is t-L e n in is t t ra d i­
tion .

Poses Question
H ow ever, the f in a l section, 

w h ic h  takes up the organ iza tiona l 
conclusions o f t h e analysis, has 
serious defects, i t  seems to  me. 
There  the  question is posed: how  
is  the  A m erican  socia lis t m ove­
m en t to  be re v ita lize d  and a M a rx ­
is t-L e n in is t vanguard  p a r ty  b u ilt  
w h ic h  can lead the  A m erican  
w o rke rs  to  the  a b o lit io n  o f cap­
ita lis m  and a soc ia lis t dem ocracy?

W e a l l rea lize  th is  is no sm a ll 
task. No group, as the  M a rx is t-  
L e n in is t Q u a rte r ly  e d ito r ia l says, 
can c la im  a m onopo ly  on “ the 
ideas, experiences and ta le n ts ”  fo r  
ach ie v ing  these aims. These w i l l  
re q u ire  the co llabo ra tion  and con­
tr ib u tio n s  o f m any people w ith  
d if fe r in g  backgrounds and con­
nections. B u t w here  and how  
sh a ll w e start?

W ha t about the  e x is tin g  o rgan­
izations? The M a rx is t-L e n in is t  
Q u a rte r ly  c ritic izes  the  CPU SA 
because “ i t  is  no longer w i l l in g  to  
un de rta ke  an uncom prom is ing, 
p r in c ip le d  s trugg le  against class 
co llabo ra tion is ts  in  the la bo r 
m ovem ent and against lib e ra l 
cap ita lis ts  in  the D em ocra tic  P a r­
ty .”  T h is  is abso lu te ly  true . Does 
n o t th is  c le a rly  d is q u a lify  the 
CP fro m  ta k in g  any lead in  the 
soc ia lis t s trugg le  against the u p ­
ho lders o f the established pow er 
s truc tu re?

On the o the r hand, the c r it ic -
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isms made o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  are, in  m y op in ion , no t 
w e ll- fo u n d e d  o r w e ll tho ugh t-o u t. 
M -L  Q presents tw o  m a in  ob jec­
tions to SW P positions. Here is the 
firs t. “ The T ro ts k y is t SW P is dan­
gerously w ro n g  in  its  h o s t ility  to 
the Soviet U n ion  and the  socia lis t 
bloc and . . .  its  position  is h a rm ­
fu l to  the s trugg le  fo r  a socia list 
w o rld . W e recognize th a t the 
SW P has ge ne ra lly  defended the 
socia lis t b loc against the a ttacks 
o f im p e ria lism , b u t the  ex te n t and 
na tu re  o f its  c r it ic is m  has often

L en in

done fa r  m ore damage to  our 
cause than  its  support cou ld o f f ­
set.”

The statem ent, u n fo rtu n a te ly , 
does no t specify  w h ich  o f the 
SW P critic ism s  d irec ted  against 
the po lic ies o r acts o f the  Soviet 
leadersh ip  d id  “ dam age”  to  the 
socia lis t cause. I t  su re ly  cannot 
have been its  exposures o f the 
crim es and be traya ls  o f S ta lin  
w h ile  they  w ere being com m itted  
and long before K hrushchev cor­
robora ted  them. The S ovie t press 
has now  disclosed th a t the Red 
A rm y  h igh  com m and was be­
headed b y  S ta lin  on the basis o f 
fa lse reports  instiga ted b y  H itle r ,  
p repared by  h is  Gestapo, and 
transm itte d  by  P resident Benes o f 
Czechoslovakia. W ho, in  those 
days, he lped and w h o  harm ed the 
defense o f the  S ov ie t U n ion  and 
the cause o f socia lism : those w ho 
trus ted  S ta lin  o r those, lik e  o u r­
selves, w ho  denounced the deed 

' as a fram eu p  w h ic h  weakened the 
USSR?

Ancient History?
B u t the  crim es o f S ta lin , i t  

m ig h t be said, are anc ien t h is to ry . 
L e t us, then, come to  the  past 
year. The SW P has c ritic ized  
K h ru sh ch e v ’s reg im e fo r  renew ­
in g  nuc lear tests, fo r  im posing 
res tra in ts  on the  free  expression 
o f S ov ie t w rite rs , fo r  its  support 
o f c a p ita lis t In d ia  against Com ­
m u n is t C hina, and fo r  nego tia ting  
w ith  K ennedy in  the Caribbean 
cris is  w ith o u t consu lting  w ith  its  
Cuban a lly . Is  the  Cuban govern­
m en t w ro n g  in  dem anding th a t the 
K re m lin  observe C uba’s sovereign 
r ig h ts  in  its  dealings w ith  W ash­
ington? A n d  does the SW P in ­
ju re  “ the  socia lis t b loc”  by  sup­
p o rtin g  C astro ’s pos ition  a long 
w ith  the  Chinese Com m unists?

I t  is s im p ly  no t tru e  th a t the 
SW P is “ hostile  to  the  S oviet 
U n ion  and the  soc ia lis t b loc.”  B e­
in g  p o lit ic a lly  opposed to  bu reau­
c ra tic  leaderships o f the  w o rke rs  
states, i t  open ly  c ritic izes  any o f 
th e ir  v iew s o r deeds w h ic h  com ­
prom ise and set back the  so­
c ia lis t m ovem ent. These are no t 
one and the  same th ing .

L e t m e e x p la in  b y  re fe rr in g  to 
the  experience o f the  M -L  Q and 
Progressive L a b o r group. They 
oppose and c r it ic iz e  the M eany- 
R euthe r un ion  bu reaucracy in  th is  
cou n try . Does th is , as r ig h t-w in g  
opponents contend, the reby  m ake 
M -L  Q  “ hostile  to the un ion  m ove­
m ent?”  In  exposing the misdeeds 
o f the o ffic ia ld om , the M -L  Q and 
Progressive L a b o r r ig h t ly  regard  
themselves as defenders o f the 
w o rke rs  and th e ir  organ izations. 
W h y  does n o t th is  same ru le  app ly  
to the  w o rke rs ’ states and the

T ro ts k y is t a ttitu d e  tow a rd  th e ir  
leaderships?

I t  is an old  t r ic k  o f bureaucrats 
to  id e n tify  the un ions w ith  th e ir  
ow n se lfish  in terests and the 
m aintenance o f th e ir  offices and 
p riv ile ge s  and to  b rand  ra n k -a n d - 
f i le  opposition as “ h e lp ing  the 
bosses”  and “ h a rm in g  the  un io n .”  
Th rough  such accusations democ­
racy  has been strang led, le ft-w in g  
fo rm a tio ns  crushed, m ilita n ts  
hounded and expelled . The M -L  Q 
ed ito rs are fa m il ia r  w ith  a ll the 
pena lties app lied  fo r  exerc is ing  
the r ig h t  o f c rit ic is m .

The same th in g  happened on a 
m uch la rg e r and f ie rc e r scale in  
the S ov ie t U n ion  unde r S ta lin  in  
regard  to h is le f t -w in g  p o lit ic a l 
opponents, above a l l the  T ro ts k y ­
ists. I  have the  im pression th a t 
M - L  Q’s ju d g m e n t re ta ins  a l in ­
ge ring  t in t  o f those now -exp loded  
charges th a t socia lis t c r it ic s  o f 
the ho lders o f state pow e r are 
“ agents o f the  class enem y”  whose 
op in ions h a rm  the soc ia lis t bloc.

H a rm  w o u ld  be done o n ly  i f  the 
c ritic ism s  and the fun dam e nta l 
stands beh ind  them  w ere w rong. 
T h a t w o u ld  have to be subs tan tia t­
ed w ith  proofs in  hand. B u t even 
i f  i t  should be conceded th a t the 
T ro ts k y is t v iew s are u n ju s tifie d , 
th a t w o u ld  no t dispose o f the 
prob lem .

Today M oscow and Peking, B e l­
grade and T ira n a  assail one an­
o th e r’s positions in  te rm s as strong 
as those used by  the  SWP. A re  
a ll th e ir  p u b lic  c ritic ism s  h a rm ­
fu l  to the cause o f socialism ? O r 
is i t  essential to  d is ting u ish  the 
r ig h t  fro m  the w ro ng  ones?

I  have ju s t tr ie d  to do tha t 
in  a pam ph le t e n tit le d  Moscow  
vs. Peking: The M eaning o f the 
G reat Debate. T h is  is the f ir s t  
com prehensive appra isa l o f the

S in o -S o v ie t d ispute fro m  a M a rx ­
is t s tandpo in t in  th is  coun try . 
S u re ly  the M -L  Q w i l l  a ckn o w l­
edge both the necessity and le g i­
tim acy  o f such an un de rtak ing . In

M a rx

a dem ocra tic  socia list m ovem ent, 
Russian and Chinese Com m unists 
have no g reater r ig h t  to  c r it ic iz e  
each o ther than A m erican  socia l­
ists have to state th e ir  op in ions o f 
bo th  sides in  a con troversy  where 
so m uch is at stake.

On the o the r hand, the M -L  Q 
statem ent su ffe rs  fro m  a fa ilu re  
to estab lish any connection be­
tween the A m erican  CP’s “ aban­
donm ent o f the  f ig h t  fo r  socia l­
ism ”  and its  “ lib e ra l illu s io n s ”  and 
the lin e  o f S ta lin  and his succes­
sors. Do the ed ito rs  re a lly  be­
lie ve  the  CP leadersh ip  here a r ­
r iv e d  a t its  v iew s e n tire ly  apa rt 
fro m  the p o lit ic a l and ideo log ica l 
in flue nce  o f the K hru shch ev  ten ­
dency? The Chinese Com m unists 
do no t th in k  so. Do the M -L  Q 
ed ito rs  th in k  i t  possible to get at 
the roots o f the e rro rs  o f the

CPU SA w ith o u t exposing and e x ­
p la in in g  the na tu re  o f S ta lin ism ?

* * *
M -L  Q ’s second c r it ic is m  is th a t 

“ the SW P has fo r  too long been a 
sect engaged in  special p lead ing  
fo r  T ro ts k y is t theses, some correct, 
some dubious, some absurd, and 
m ost ir re le v a n t to  con tem porary  
p rob lem s.”  Here again the sta te­
m en t gives no instances o f sec­
ta ria n  though t o r conduct w h ich  
m ig h t be discussed o r re fu ted .

Is the SW P advocacy o f a L a b o r 
P a rty  evidence o f its  be ing a 
“ sect” ? Is its  record o f jo in in g  in  
any s trugg le  fo r  c iv i l  r ig h ts , c iv i l  
lib e rtie s  o r la b o r ’s w e lfa re , re ­
gardless o f the leaderships a t the 
head o f these struggles, “ sec­
ta r ia n ” ? Is its  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
mass dem onstra tions against n u ­
clear tests and arm s “ secta rian” ?

In  1958 the SW P was the o n ly  
“ le f t ”  p o lit ic a l group to p a rtic ip a te  
in  the U n ited  Independen t-S oc ia l­
is t cam paign in  New  Y o rk , even 
though i t  was g iven no candidate 
on the ticke t. The CP and the  So­
c ia lis t P a rty -S o c ia l D em ocra tic  
Federa tion  re fused to  pa rtic ip a te . 
W ho, then, w ere  the  sectarians?

The statem ent asks fo r  “ a fra n k  
discussion o f d iffe rences and, 
w h e re ve r possible, a co -o rd ina ted  
socia list s trugg le  against the  im ­
p e r ia lis t enem y.”  T h is  is an ex ­
ce llen t p la tfo rm . Indeed, i t  co rre ­
sponds to  w h a t the SW P has been 
p ra c tic in g  fo r  years.

To p rom ote  a m ore  f r u i t f u l  e x ­
change along these lines, I  fo r  one 
w o u ld  be pleased to p a rtic ip a te  in  
a p u b lic  m eeting  in  N ew  Y o rk  
where  spokesmen fo r  the M -L  Q, 
the SWP, and o th e r tendencies 
cou ld discuss the  issues ra ised b y  
the  S in o -S o v ie t d ispu te  o r any 
others re le va n t to c u rre n t p ro b ­
lems.

P A M P H L E T  R E V I E W

Trotsky on the Negro Struggle
D o c u m e n t s  o n  t h e  N e g r o  S t r u g ­

g l e : In c lu d in g  the Texts o f d is - 
discussions w ith  Leon T ro tsky , 
1933 and 1939, and Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  conven tion  res­
olu tions, 1939 and 1948. P ioneer 
Pub lishers. 65c.

Th is  is num ber fo u r in  the 
series o f h is to r ic a l and the o re tica l 
studies pub lished by P ioneer u n ­
der the genera l t it le :  B u lle tin  o f 
M a rx is t Studies. T h is  m a te ria l, 
some fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  made a v a il­
able to the pub lic , appeared p re ­
v io u s ly  in  va rious fo rm s —  as 
discussion m a te ria l and convention 
reso lu tions c ircu la te d  am ong SW P 
m em bers and some as artic les  in  
the magazine, F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l, now  the In te rn a tio n a l So­
c ia lis t R eview .

A lth o u g h  da ting  back some 15 
to 30 years, the m a te ria l in  th is  
b u lle t in  com prises an im p o rta n t 
c o n trib u tio n  to the cu rre n t discus­
sion on the fu tu re  o f the Negro

T ro ts k y

strugg le  in  th is  coun try . The ques­
tions and problem s f ir s t  posed in  
th is  b u lle t in  have been elevated 
fro m  the le ve l o f theore tica l con­
sidera tion  to m atte rs  o f p ra c tica l 
po licy ; o f tactics and s tra tegy in  
the  strugg le  fo r  Negro e q ua lity .

The question today is sha rp ly  
posed and h o tly  debated: W h ich  
Road— “ In te g ra tio n ”  o r “ Separa­
tion ? ”  The answ er to the p rob lem  
o f stra teg ic goal m ust, in  large 
measure, de te rm ine  the  tactics to 
be adopted. B u t th is  posing o f 
the prob lem  does no t exhaust the 
question. Is there  an unbridgeab le  
d icho tom y between the tw o? A p ­
proached fro m  the s tandpo in t o f 
fo rm a l log ic  the tw o  w o u ld  seem 
to stand at opposite poles. B u t 
th rou gh  the  log ic  o f the  d ia le c tic  
the u n ity  o f these apparent po la r 
opposites can be a tta ined  by  
ach iev ing the goal o f “ in te g ra tio n ”  
th rou gh  “ separa tion .”

Simplistic V iew
The e a rly  Socia lis t m ovem ent in  

th is  c o u n try  he ld a s im p lis tic  v ie w  
on the “ Negro p rob lem .”  F rom  
Debs on down, the leaders he ld 
th a t d is c r im in a tio n  because o f 
sk in  color, was s im p ly  a class 
question. T h a t inasm uch as the 
ove rw h e lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f Negroes 
w ere w orkers , u rban  and ru ra l, 
th e ir  em ancipation  fro m  double 
e x p lo ita tio n  w o u ld  come about in  
the course o f the class strugg le 
to o v e rth ro w  cap ita lism  and estab­
lish  —  w h a t they ca lled —  the 
co-ope ra tive  com m onw ealth : so­
cia lism .

I t  was no t u n t i l  a fte r the 1917 
Russian R evo lu tion  th a t the A m e r­
ican soc ia lis t m ovem ent was fu l ly  
apprised o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  s ig­
n ificance  attached by  the leaders 
o f the B o lshev ik  p a r ty  to the  na­
tio n a l question —  the double e x ­
p lo ita tio n  o f n a tion a l and ra c ia l 
m in o ritie s . U nde r the Czar, Im ­
p e ria l Russia was a v e rita b le  
prison  house o f exp lo ited  and op­

pressed na tiona l m in o ritie s .
As a leader w ith  L e n in  o f the 

Russian O ctober, T ro ts k y  d rew  
upon his vast experience to shed 
great l ig h t  on the Negro s trugg le  
in  th is  c o u n try  and made a un ique  
co n trib u tio n  to an unders tand ing  
o f the problem s in vo lve d . N o 
serious s tudent o f the p ro b lem  n o r 
actua l p a rtic ip a n t in  the s trugg le  
can a ffo rd  to m iss read ing  and 
s tud y ing  th is  r ic h  m a te ria l.

— Tom  K erry
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Disagrees on Black Muslims
Houston, Texas

O n ly  today I  renew ed m y  fo u r-  
m on th  t r ia l  subscrip tion  fo r  a fu l l  
year. I  have been read ing the  co l­
um ns o f The M il ita n t  w ith  a great 
deal o f in te rest, and I  fee l th a t 
yo u r M a rx is t  o rie n ta tio n  gives a 
m ore e n lig h ten in g  v ie w  o f our 
con tem porary  A m erican  society 
tha n  m ost o f the bourgeois press.

H ow ever, there is one p a rtic u la r 
aspect o f y o u r coverage w ith  
w h ic h  I  w o u ld  take issue, and th is  
pe rta ins  to  the  “ B la ck  M us lim s.”  
I  fee l th a t th is  represents a re ­
gressive ra th e r than a progressive 
aspect o f the  Negro s trugg le  fo r  
eq u a lity . Being a doorm a t never 
got anybody anyw here, b u t the 
do c trin e  o f w h ite  suprem acy can­
n o t be successfully countered w ith  
b la ck  chauv in ism . I t  is se lf-d e fea t­
ing. O n ly  a tru e  unde rs tand ing  of 
the  basic issues and class s o lid a r i­
t y  (n o t ra c ia l exclusiveness) can 
e ffe c tiv e ly  c a rry  fo rw a rd  the 
strugg le .

Sure, the “ B lack  M u s lim s ”  are

10 Y E A R S  AGO  

IN T H E  M I L I T A N T
“ Since lib e ra ls  and re fo rm e rs  

are so fond  o f us ing  the  old  cliche, 
‘S ocia lism  w o n ’t  w o rk ,’ w e can’t 
res is t the  tem pta tion , every once 
in  a w h ile , to  see ju s t  how  w e ll 
th e ir  so lu tions to recognized social 
prob lem s w o rk .

“ T h e ir  so lu tions are based on 
the  con tention  th a t cap ita lism  can 
and does w o rk , w ith  a fe w  ad­
jus tm en ts  and re fo rm s now  and 
then. A n d  they  c ite  as exam ples o f 
progress c ities l ik e  C leveland, ‘ the 
best loca tion  in  the na tio n  . . .’

“ L e t ’s take a lo ok  a t one im ­
p o rta n t aspect o f th is  ‘best loca­
t io n ’ —  its  housing s itua tion . A n  
e d ito r ia l in  the C leveland C a ll & 
Post last w eek sum m ed up  the 
m a in  fea tu res as fo llo w s : The
W est Side o f the c ity  is ‘so t ig h t ­
ly  ba rred  against Negro residence 
th a t less than 2% o f the w ho le  
coun ty  co lored popu la tion  lives 
W est o f the  Cuyahoga R ive r.’ The 
H ousing A u th o r ity  ‘does no t dare 
p u t Negroes in  fe d e ra lly -a id e d  
housing on the West Side fo r  fear 
o f ha v in g  hate-m ongers a ttack  the 
w h o le  p u b lic  housing s truc tu re .’

“ These th ings  happen in  the 
yea r 1953, in  a n o rth e rn  c ity , 
C leveland, ‘ the best loca tion  in  the 
na tion .’

“ A l l  w e can say to  those w ho 
have fa ith  th a t cap ita lism  can be 
re fo rm e d  to e lim in a te  d is c r im in a ­
t io n  and segregation is th a t th e ir  
m ethods don’t  seem to  w o rk  ve ry  
w e ll. ”  —  A p r i l  13, 1953,

20 Y E A R S  AGO
“ A  s tea d ily  g ro w in g  nu m be r of 

v ic ious  a n ti- la b o r law s are be ing 
placed upon the  sta tu te  books o f 
th is  na tion  . . .

“ W ha t is beh ind  th is  a n ti- la b o r 
offensive? U n doub ted ly  fe a r is a 
p r im e  m o tiv e  fo rce  [o f  the  cap­
ita l is t  c lass] . . . B u t another m a jo r 
cons idera tion  on th e ir  p a rt is the 
fa c t th a t the  leaders o f la b o r to ­
day, the  Greens, M u rra ys , H i l l ­
m an ’s etc., are th e ir  p o lit ic a l a l­
lies and th a t th e y  need fea r no 
p o lit ic a l re ta lia tio n  fro m  these 
toadies.

“ These leaders o f la bo r support 
the  ca p ita lis t p o lit ic a l parties. 
Consequently the y  have done th e ir  
u tm os t to  p re ven t la b o r fro m  o r­
gan iz ing  its  ow n m ig h ty  forces in  
com p e titio n  to  these pa rties  . . .

“ T here  is o n ly  one w a y  to  meet 
the  g ro w in g  menace and th a t is by 
fac in g  the  p o lit ic a l enem y on the 
p o lit ic a l arena.

“ I t  is h igh  tim e  to  organize an 
Independent L a b o r P a r ty !”  —  
A p r i l  10, 1943.

underdogs, b u t then so are the 
A m erican  Nazis. The N egro ’s f ig h t 
fo r  e q u a lity  and acceptance as a 
hum an being m ust n o t be com ­
p lica ted  b y  c rank  racism  o r phony 
re lig iou s  doctrines. The c ry  o f the 
“ B la ck  M us lim s”  is, “ W h ite  man, 
you can’t  segregate me, ’cause I ’l l  
segregate m yse lf.”  T he  answer 
does no t lie  in  a c rackp o t in te r ­
p re ta tion  o f the  Q u r ’an o r in  sup­
p lic a tin g  a b la ck  m an’s god, b u t 
in  com prehend ing (and  acting  on) 
the  concepts o f s c ie n tific  socia lism  
as f ir s t  enunciated b y  M a rx  and 
Engels.

E.L.

[W e are opposed to  a l l fo rm s o f 
cha uv in ism  and thus re je c t a ll 
c la im s th a t any p a r tic u la r  groups 
o f m a n k in d  are in h e re n tly  o r by  
des tiny  superio r in  w o rth  o r a b il­
ity  to any others. B u t we consider 
i t  a great m is take  to  equate the 
chauv in ism  o f oppressors w ith  the 
chauv in ism  o f the oppressed. T h e  
chauv in ism  o f the  oppressed is a 
self-defense, re f le x  m echanism . I t  
a ttem pts w ith  w ords to  coun te r­
act the  fee lings o f in fe r io r i ty  
w h ic h  w h ite  suprem acist society 
d a ily  tr ie s  to  incu lca te  in to  N e­
groes; i t  is also an a ttem p t to  get 
even w ith  the oppressors by  say­
in g  back to them  e ve ry th in g  they 
do and say to  Negroes. B u t w h ite  
suprem acy is a ve rb a liza tio n  of 
w h a t ex is t in  fa c t —  econom ic and 
social oppression, lynch ings, 
fram e-u ps  and a m il lio n  and one 
d a ily  in su lts  and in justices.

The soc ia lis t a tt itu d e  to w h ite  
suprem acists should be one o f de­
clared w a r; tow ards b lack  ch a u v in ­
ists i t  should be one o f p a tie n tly  
t ry in g  to  exp la in . B u t to w in  the 
r ig h t  even to  do th is , a w h ite  
socia lis t m ust f i r s t  p rove h im se lf 
a m ilita n t,  a ll- th e -w a y  f ig h te r  
against J im  C ro w  in  a l l  its  form s.

Since M a rx is ts  do no t be lieve  in  
the  sup erna tu ra l —  the ve ry  
prem ise o f a l l re lig ion s  —  the 
concept o f a b lack  god seems to  
them  no m ore lu d ic ro us  than the 
concept o f a w h ite  god.

B u t w e be lieve these aspects of 
the  M u s lim  m ovem ent, though the 
m ost pub lic ized , are no t the m ost 
s ig n ifica n t. W ha t a ttrac ts  the 
w o rk ing -c la ss  Negroes to  it ,  and 
w h a t a la rm s the  po w e rs -th a t-be  
are 1) its  b ru ta l frankness in  de­
s c rib ing  the pos ition  o f the Negro 
in  the U.S. and how  Negroes ac­
tu a lly  fee l abou t i t ;  2) its  in ­
sistence th a t Negroes m ust con­
t ro l and lead th e ir  ow n o rgan iza­
tions d ispensing w ith  the  gu idance 
o f w h ite  lib e ra ls ; and 3) its  
p reach ing and prac tice  o f se lf-d e ­
fense against po lice  b ru ta lity .—  
E d it o r ]

Origin of 'Paper Tiger'
N e w  Y o rk , N .Y .

I  also w o u ld  lik e  to  com m end 
The M il i ta n t  fo r  p u b lis h in g  the 
tex ts  o f the  statem ents fro m  the 
P ek ing  People’s D a ily . I  th in k  i t  is 
in te res tin g  th a t the  te rm  “ paper 
t ige rs ”  is be ing used again, fo r  i t  
is n o t a new  te rm . I t  was f ir s t  
used d u r in g  the  Second Chinese 
R evo lu tion .

A  glossary o f names and term s 
in  T ro ts k y ’s book, P rob lem s o f the  
Chinese R evo lu tion , o ffe rs  th is  e x ­
p lan a tion : “ Paper T ige rs : m ove­
m en t set a foot b y  bourgeois com ­
pradors and com m erc ia l forces in  
Canton in  O ctober 1924 fo r  the  
o v e rth ro w  o f the  Sun Y a t Sen 
governm ent. Q u ic k ly  defeated.”

F ro m  th a t po in t, the Chinese 
revo lu tio n a rie s  re fe red  to  the 
bourgeoisie, o r ca p ita lis t class, as 
“ paper tige rs .”

R.S.

For Friend in Cuba
Palo A lto , C a lif.

Because o f its  unusual coverage 
o f events in  Cuba and L a t in  
A m erica , The M il ita n t  w o u ld  
g re a tly  in te res t a lib e ra l U.S. 
P ro tes tan t teacher fo r  a decade in  
Cuba, one w ho  stayed at he r post, 
fascinated by  the  re vo lu tion . 
C ould the paper be sent to  her?

I  don’t  kn o w  i f  she has tim e  to  
w r ite  abou t the educa tiona l p ro ­
gress there and the new  status o f 
the  30 pe r cent o f Cuba th a t is o f 
A fr ic a n  ancestry in  w h o le  o r in  
p a r t —  p re v io us ly  neglected and 
d isc rim in a ted  against.

She w o u ld  apprecia te  rece iv ing  
some o f y o u r pam phlets on the 
Cuban re vo lu tio n  w h ich  show th a t 
no t a ll be ing published in  the vast, 
p o w e rfu l U S A  about s tru g g lin g  l i t ­
t le  Cuba is fa lse propaganda o r 
hys te rica l jingo ism .

Reader

A Fund Director's Friend
Chicago, 111.

W ith  posta l rates now  ra ised and 
w ith  m ore raises sure to  come as 
tim e  passes I  th in k  i t  w o u ld  be a 
f in e  idea i f  you w ere to  m ake a 
d ire c t appeal to  a l l readers to  he lp 
meet yo u r postal d e fic it. No sense 
in  y o u r t ry in g  to  pay a l l o f it ,  b u t 
le t  us share th is  bu rden  together. 
I  am  w i l l in g  to s ta rt b y  sending in  
the f ir s t  d o lla r  beg inn ing  n e x t 
week. I ’m  sure m any others w o u ld  
w a n t to  assist on such a program .

S.T.R.

Confused? —  J. E. Ha ley, 
spokesman fo r  “ Texans fo r  A m e r­
ica,”  says: “ The stressing o f bo th  
sides o f a con troversy o n ly  con­
fuses the young and encourages 
them  to  m ake snap judgem ents 
based on in s u ff ic ie n t evidence. 
U n t i l  they are o ld  enough to  u n ­
derstand bo th  sides o f a question 
the y  should o n ly  be ta u g h t the  
A m erican  side.”

L im p A llia n ce  —  “ In  in a u g u ra t­
in g  the A llia n c e  fo r  Progress, 
P res iden t K ennedy ins is ted th a t 
economic and social progress m ust 
come w ith in  the  fra m e w o rk  o f 
freedom  and p o lit ic a l dem ocracy 
. . . B u t the emergence o f th ree  
new  m il i ta r y  governm ents in  L a t in  
A m erica  since the adven t o f the 
A llia n c e  fo r  Progress, accom­
panied b y  w h a t appears to  m any 
L a t in  A m ericans as U n ite d  States 
ap p ro va l o f them , has he lped 
weaken the a lready  lim p  p o lit ic a l 
and ideo log ica l s tand ing o f the  
A llia n c e .”  —  The A p r i l  6 New  
Y o rk  T imes.

Large-H earted Louie —  A  press 
release fro m  the o ffice  o f N ew  
Y o rk  A tto rn e y  G enera l Lou is  
L e fk o w itz  conta ins th is  grandiose 
o ffe r : “ L a w  students w i l l  have 
the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  ga in  experience 
in  th e ir  fu tu re  pro fession under 
the  guidance o f A tto rn e y  G enera l 
L o u is  J. L e fk o w itz . H e said s tu­
dents in te rested in  v o lu n te e rin g  to 
w o rk  w ith o u t sa la ry  should app ly  
in  w r i t in g  . . . ”

M atu rity  Quotient —  T he head 
o f M a ry la n d ’s F ro s tb u rg  State 
Teachers College denies he fire d  
fo u r  teachers fo r  p la n n in g  to  use 
such books fo r  studies as L a d y  
C h a tte r ly ’s L o ve r, L o lita  and T ro ­
p ic  o f Cancer. H e canceled the  
book orders b u t ins is ted the  teach­
ers w ere  fire d  fo r  “ im m a tu r ity .”

W e Thank You
Los Angeles, C a lif.

Please f in d  enclosed m y check 
fo r  $3 fo r  a y e a r’s subscrip tion  
to you r paper.

I ’m  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to read ing 
i t  as I  have ju s t fin ishe d  read ing 
the copy o f a fr ie n d  and en joyed 
the experience ve ry  much.

J.M.

Chicago Rent-Gougers
Chicago, 111.

A fte r  leav ing  ap a rtm e n t-b a rre n  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity , you can im agine 
the jo y  a t a r r iv in g  in  a c ity  w ith  
a newspaper th a t ca rried  pages of 
ads fo r  apartm ents to ren t.

The shock comes w hen you go 
to  re n t one, and are presented 
w ith  a fo rm  a t the re n tin g  agent’s 
o ffice , to  f i l l  out, th a t asks w here 
you live d  before, y o u r la n d lo rd ’s 
name, the ow ners ’ names, you r 
las t jo b , y o u r present job , y o u r 
bank account num bers, y o u r m o th ­
ers m aiden name, th ree  people 
w ho  w i l l  be checked fo r  re fe r­
ences, and th e ir  places o f em ­
p loym ents, and on and on.

W hen I  found  a place th a t was 
w il l in g  to  re n t th a t day and 
checked la te r, I  was fu r th e r  s u r­
prised in  the  lease I  was asked to 
sign. N o t one s ing le  r ig h t  in  there 
fo r  me. T w o  f u l l  pages o f la n d ­
lo rd ’s r ig h ts !

A s I  w a lked  a round the  ne igh­
borhood in  the  n e x t fe w  days i t  
seemed odd to  me th a t I  k e p t see­
in g  so m any fo r - re n t  signs around, 
and ye t the  ren ts rem a ined the

I t  is  repo rted  he also suspected 
one o f the teachers o f hav ing  
been responsib le fo r  a recent cam ­
pus v is i t  b y  N orm an Thomas. The 
f ir in g s  w ere  pro tested by  several 
hund red  p ic k e tin g  students. One 
p icke t sign declared: “ W anted,
con fo rm is ts  and p ro v in c ia l th in k ­
ers. N o o r ig in a l th in k e rs  need 
ap p ly .”

Prosperous Texas —  Texas E m ­
p loym e n t Com m ission o ffic ia ls  
p a in t a b leak p ic tu re  o f the p ro ­
spects fo r  D a llas  area h igh  school 
and college students seeking a job  
fo r  the  sum m er. “ W e w i l l  p robab ly  
be ab le to  place one o u t o f every 
ten app lican ts  w e get,”  a spokes­
m an predicted.

W orking Mothers —  U rg in g  a 
p ro g ra m  o f adequate care fa c il­
it ie s  fo r  c h ild re n  o f w o rk in g  m o th ­
ers, Joseph R eid, execu tive  d ire c ­
to r  o f the  C h ild  W e lfa re  League 
noted th a t tw o  ou t o f f iv e  wom en 
w ith  c h ild re n  are w o rk in g  today. 
He said the  nu m ber o f w o rk in g  
wom en w ith  c h ild re n  unde r s ix  
has increased 400 pe r cent in  the 
la s t decade.

Economic Theory Dep’t —  M a r­
t in  G ainsburgh, ch ie f econom ist 
fo r  the  N a tio n a l In d u s tr ia l C on-

same. I t  w o u ld  be n a tu ra l to th in k  
they w o u ld  lo w e r them  or do lik e  
some c ities w h ic h  g ive  tw o  o r 
th re e -re n t free m onths to  get 
tenants in . B u t a p pa ren tly  in  th is  
section o f Chicago the  agents are 
w e ll organized and instead o f 
lo w e rin g  the  ren ts  they  a c tu a lly  
are increas ing them !

One ne ighbo r te lls  me in  the 
th ree  years he had th ree raises 
to ta lin g  $9. The tops was a fr ie n d  
w ho has ju s t been asked fo r  a 
$20 a m on th  increase. A n d  th is  
doesn’t  even in c lud e  a p a in t job . 
Instead, w hen he r husband was 
pa tch ing  up  the p laste r in  the  
w a lls , in  hopes o f a t least ge ttin g  
the  la n d lo rd  to  p ro v id e  the  pa in t, 
he was to ld , “ i f  you lik e  to  p u tte r 
a round get y o u r ow n house to  p u t­
te r a round in , th is  one is a lr ig h t 
ju s t lik e  i t  is .”  Despite  the  fa c t 
th a t i t  hadn ’t  been pa in ted  i n  5 
years.

I  don’t  kn o w  a l l the  specia l rea ­
sons g iven fo r  these h ig h  rents, 
n o r do I  kn o w  w h a t the  rest o f the 
c ity  is lik e , b u t I  do k n o w  th a t 
the people l iv in g  in  the  H yde P a rk  
area cou ld stand some law s g iv in g  
them  a fe w  rig h ts , and m ost o f a l l 
a c e ilin g  on rents.

Beatrice Hansen

Likes Labor Coverage
B a ltim o re , M d.

Keep up  the  good re p o rtin g  on 
im p o rta n t s trikes. The M il i ta n t  is  
abou t the  o n ly  p lace one can f in d  
com prehensive la b o r news.

K .M .

ference Board, says th a t w h a t's  
needed to  g ive  business a boost is 
the “ crea tive  spa rk  th a t springs 
in  good p a rt fro m  the ‘p u r ita n  
e th ic .’ ”  L ik e , “ Rook th y  ne igh ­
b o r” ?

Capitalist Realism? —  A  reco rd  
re v ie w e r in  Cue m agazine like s  
Bossa Nova  m usic, am ong o ther 
reasons, because “ i t ’s a k in d  o f  
A llia n c e  fo r  Progress, spann ing the  
C aribbean (d isc ree tly  s ide-s tep­
p ing  the issue o f A fro -C u b a n  in ­
f lu e n ce ), its  roo ts f i r m ly  im p la n t­
ed in  B ra z ilia n  so il.”

Baylor ‘Idealis t’ S till Busy —
La s t Decem ber B a y lo r U n iv e rs ity  
P res iden t A b n e r M cC a ll shu t dow n 
a u n iv e rs ity  dram a depa rtm ent 
p ro du c tion  o f Eugene O’N e ill ’s 
Long D ay ’s Jou rney In to  N ig h t. 
M cC a ll said the p lay  was n o t in  
keeping w ith  the  u n iv e rs ity ’s 
“ ideals.”  F a c u lty  m em bers as­
sociated w ith  the  p ro d u c tio n  re ­
signed fro m  the  the a te r g roup  in  
pro test. N o w  M rs. F rances P ro ­
vence has resigned as e d ito r  o f 
the u n iv e rs ity ’s ex -s tu d e n t asso­
c ia tion  m agazine because she was 
ordered to o m it the  fa c u lty  m em ­
bers’ s ta tem ent o f res igna tion  fro m  
the  m agazine.

Thought for the Week
“ The longer th e ir  patience is m a in ta ined , the m ore v io le n t w i l l  

be th e ir  exp los ion w hen they reach the  l im it  o f th e ir  endurance." 
—  F o rm e r U n ite d  M in e  W orke rs  P res iden t John L . L e w is  in  an A p r i l  
3 speech in  w h ic h  he said he was “ astonished”  at the patience o f the  
n a tio n ’s 6,000,000 jobless.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
A Four-Month Subscription 
To The M ilitan t fo r only $1

Send to T h e  M ili ta n t ,  116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, 
N e w  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

It Was Reported in the Press
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While Production and Profits Soar

List of Long-Term Jobless Triples in 5 Years
B y R o b ert S h an n

1962 was a yea r o f p rospe rity , 
w h ich  means th a t i t  was a yea r of 
record p ro fits  and record  o u tp u t 
fo r  the corpora tions th a t ru n  the 
econom y o f the U n ited  States. In  
the  m id s t o f the  econom ic u p tu rn , 
as the  huge p ro fits  ro lle d  in  fo r  
the r ic h  and p o w e rfu l, the  w o rk ­
in g  people su ffe red  a continuous 
unem p loym ent. In  the  w e a lth ies t 
co u n try  in  the  w o rld , w ith  the 
h ighest techno logy and greatest 
in d u s tr ia l p lan t, in  the m id d le  o f 
a boom, unem p loym ent is a h a rd ­
sh ip  upon a vast section o f the 
A m erican  popu la tion .

G ove rnm en t in te rv e n tio n  in to  
the  econom y in  the  fo rm  o f the 
la rgest budget in  peacetim e h is ­
to ry , w ith  tens o f b illio n s  be ing 
poured in to  the  w a r m achine, has 
no t been able to  ach ieve f u l l  em ­
p loym e n t even d u r in g  the  fa v o r­
able phase o f the  econom ic cycle. 
O u tp u t is increasing, b u t the 
figu res  issued b y  E w an Clague, 
d ire c to r o f the B ureau o f La bo r 
S ta tis tics, show the  “ seasonally 
ad justed”  ra te  o f unem p loym ent 
cons is ten tly  above 5.5 per cent of 
the  w o rk  force.

A  survey o f 69 m a jo r m anufac­
tu re rs  repo rted  in  the  M arch  12 
W a ll S treet J o u rn a l ind ica tes th a t 
w h ile  business is be tte r and orders 
are increasing, the re  are no plans 
by  the cap ita lis ts  to  h ire  m ore 
w orkers . The  increase in  p roduc­
tio n  is be ing  taken up b y  m a­
chines, no t men.

  The  Jo u rn a l quotes a spokesman 
fo r  the  A lu m in u m  Co. o f A m erica  
(A lc o a ) : “ Business is b e tte r than 
a year ago b u t we forsee no th in g  
in  increased vo lum e th a t w o u ld  
re s u lt in  la rge  ca llbacks”  o f la id -  
o f f  w o rk e r s. “ I f  ou r p roduc tion  
was the same as a yea r ago, i t ’s 
q u ite  lik e ly  the re  w o u ld  have been 
some la y o ffs .”

Conn. Rubber Workers 
In Work-Rule Strike

N E W  H A V E N  —  F o llo w in g  a 
w e ek-long  w ild c a t s tr ik e  tw o  
m onths ago a t the  A rm s tro n g  R ub­
ber Co., w h ich  em ploys 750, in  
W est Haven, m em bers o f Local 
93 U n ite d  R ubber W orkers, have 
ju s t staged another w a lkou t.

T h is  tim e  the com pany provoked 
w o rke rs  in  the  m il l  room  (90 per 
cent Negro) b y  chang ing the w o rk  
ru les. “ W o rk  pools”  w ere reduced 
fro m  the custom ary th ree -m an  
group to  a tw o -m a n  group. The 
red uc tio n  was made as a resu lt o f 
“ new  m ethods”  and new  machines 
com ing in to  the  p lan t, so th a t w o rk  
fo rm e r ly  re q u ir in g  the  th ree -m an  
group can now  be done b y  tw o  
men. T he  th ird  m an has been p u t 
on “ average,”  b u t the  o the r tw o, 
fac in g  a new  p ie ce -w o rk  set-up, 
fee l they w i l l  get a cu t in  pay.

A fte r  the  las t “ un au th o rize d ”  
beef, the  com pany, w ith  the  con­
sent o f the  leaders o f the  local, 
im posed v e ry  heavy d isc ip lin e  on 
the  w o rkers  w ho  w a lked  ou t —  
ran g ing  fro m  long p ro ba tion  pe­
riods to  tw o -w e e k  la yo ffs  to  is ­
suance o f p in k  w a rn in g  slips.

O n M a rch  22, un ion  o ffice rs  
persuaded the  m en to  go back to 
w o rk , b u t an am endm ent was v o t­
ed to  the  e ffec t th a t negotia tions 
beg in  a t once. W hen the  m i l l -  
room  w o rke rs  reported  fo r  the 
11 p.m . s h if t  and found  th a t nego­
tia tio n s  had no t s tarted , a la rge 
nu m ber refused to w o rk  th e ir  
s h ift. The n e x t day they were 
d isc ip lin ed , w ith  consent o f the 
o ffice rs  o f the loca l, b y  be ing  
g iven m ore  p in k  slips.

M eanw h ile , resentm ent is 
m ou n tin g  on bo th  sides. The con­
tra c t comes up  in  J u ly ; Lo ca l 93’s 
e lections in  Septem ber. The men 
are beg inn ing  to  ta lk  about re ­
p lac in g  o ffice rs  and com pany o f­
fic ia ls  are th re a te n in g  to  shut 
dow n the p la n t fo r  s ix  m onths i f  
any m ore w ildca ts  occur.

R E M E M B E R ?  F o r people w ho  
w en t th ro ug h  th e  depression o f 
the ’30s th is w as a sym bol of 
u nem ploym ent. I f  present trend  
continues it  m ay w e ll become 
sym bol fo r to day’s young peo­
ple.

On M arch  11 K ennedy sent a 
specia l re p o rt to  Congress about 
unem p loym ent. The re p o rt noted 
th a t the re  is a long range trend  
o f increasing joblessness as the 
econom y does no t g row  fast 
enough to  keep pace w ith  the 
g ro w in g  nu m be r ava ilab le  fo r  
w o rk . Since 1947, the nu m be r of 
jobho lde rs  has increased by  17% 
b u t the  to ta l la b o r force has in ­
creased by  21%. U nem p loym ent 
a fte r each o f the  three postw ar 
recessions has rem ained at p ro ­
gressive ly h igh e r levels.

The Kennedy re p o rt ind ica ted  
the rise  in  lo n g -te rm  unem p loy­
m en t in  the  las t f iv e  years. Since 
1957 the nu m be r o f those ou t o f 
w o rk  fo r  at least 15 weeks rose 
100%, and the nu m ber ou t o f 
w o rk  ove r s ix  m onths rose 150%.

W ith in  the  con tex t o f h igh  gen­

e ra l unem p loym ent, ce rta in  sec­
tions o f the w o rk in g  class are h it  
hard. The aged, the  young, and 
ra c ia l m in o rit ie s  f in d  the present 
s itua tion  w ith  regard to  ge tting  
jobs especia lly tough. A u to m a tion  
creates needs fo r  m ore com plex 
s k ills  at the same tim e  th a t i t  is 
d r iv in g  even s k ille d  w o rke rs  onto 
the streets.

W ith  s k ille d  w o rke rs  lo o k in g  fo r  
jobs, u n sk ille d  and inexperienced 
young w o rke rs  f in d  i t  ha rd  to  get 
jobs and even ha rde r to get rea l 
trades. In  sp ite  o f en lis tm e n t in  
the arm ed forces, unem p loym ent 
am ong teenagers stands a t 15.6%. 
R a c ia lly  oppressed you th  are in  a 
s itua tion  bo rde ring  on the  hope­
less. In  the boom year o f 1959, 
27.2% o f n o n -w h ite  males in  the 
18 to 19 -yea r-o ld  b racket w ere  
unem ployed. These staggering f ig ­
ures can on ly  go up as the gen­
e ra l em p loym ent p ic tu re  worsens.

The p res iden t’s proposed “ so lu­
t io n ”  to  the p rob lem  is a tax  cut. 
T he m a in  po in ts  o f his proposal 
are to  p ro v id e  business w ith  p lum s 
in  the fo rm  o f reduced taxes on 
the a llega tion  th a t businessmen 
w i l l  thereupon invest m ore m oney 
thus s tim u la tin g  the economy.

T he  K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n  
s tu b b o rn ly  denounces the rea l 
w ay to  reduce unem p loym ent —  
the reduc tion  o f the  w o rk  week 
w ith  no reduc tion  in  pay. F rom  
the m om ent K ennedy took o ffice  
he b it te r ly  opposed th is  proposal 
w h ich  w o u ld  b e n e fit the w orkers , 
no t the in d u s tria lis ts . Secre tary o f 
La bo r W ir tz  rece n tly  re ite ra ted  
th is  opposition . Y e t reduc ing  the 
w o rk  week to  30 hours w ith  no 
reduc tion  in  pay w o u ld  spread 
jobs im m e d ia te ly  —  a p p ro x im a te ­
ly  on e -q ua rte r m ore jobs w o u ld  
be opened. B u t th is  s im p le  and 
obvious w ay to solve the p ro b ­
lem  is anathem a to  K ennedy be­
cause i t  w o u ld  cu t in to  the cap­
ita lis ts ’ p ro fits .

Big Solidarity Demonstration 
Helps Small Strike in Calif.

B y  Lee Stephens

D O W N E Y , C a lif., A p r i l  6 —  
O rganized la b o r a thousand strong 
m arched today th rou gh  the  bus i­
ness section o f th is  suburb  (p o p ­
u la tio n : 100,000) o f Los Angeles, 
in  response to  a “ W a lk  W ith  
L a b o r”  ca ll sent ou t by  16 s t r ik ­
in g  p r in te rs  and stereotypers at 
the Southeast News.

Represented w ere  auto, rubber, 
steel, o ffice  w orkers , carpenters, 
pa in te rs  and fu rn itu re  w orkers , 
u t il it ie s  and com m unications 
w orkers, bo ile rm akers, lu m b e r and 
s a w m ill w o rkers , paper industries , 
o il, chem ica l and pack ing  house 
w orkers . Even po tte rs and glass 
b lowers.

I t  was a c o lo rfu l, che e rfu l and 
de term ined parade th a t s tuck to 
its  lin e  o f m arch  despite po lice 
“ w ishes”  th a t i t  take a less pop­
u lous route . The ages o f m an were 
also represented —  fro m  a tw o - 
m on th s -o ld  baby in  its  un ion  
m o the r’s arm s, to  an 80 -yea r-o ld  
un ion  ve te ran  w ho s tub bo rn ly  
w a lked  eve ry  step o f the  long 
m arch.

The ra l ly  began w ith  a speech 
by  George B. Roberts, p res iden t 
o f the  Los Angeles C oun ty  F ed­
e ra tion  o f La bo r, A F L -C IO , w h ich  
has supported the  s tr ik e  a ll the 
w ay. R oberts was a lead ing  fig u re  
in  the  C IO  organ iz ing  d r iv e  o f the 
1930s and m any la bo r m ilita n ts  
o f th a t period  w a lked  w ith  h im  
S atu rday. One m archer w o re  the 
s tripe d  ove ra lls  and red ke rch ie f 
o f h is trade  (B ro the rhood  of 
Locom otive  F irem en and E ng ine- 
m en) and boasted th a t his un ion  
was founded b y  Eugene V . Debs.

The Southeast News has opera t­
ed w ith  scab la bo r since i t  was

Miss. Vote Drive 
Gains a Breather

R E S P O N S E  IN  N O R T H . H eed ing  call of S tu dent N o n v io len t C o­
o rd in a tin g  C o m m ittee  fo r dem onstrations pro testing  arrest of 
S N C C  v o te r-re g is tra tio n  w orkers  in  G reenw ood, M iss., 250 
Chicagoans, m ostly  students, p icke t F ed era l B u ild in g . T h e y  de­
m anded Justice D e p a rtm e n t in te rve n e  in  G reenw ood. A m ong  
groups p a rtic ip a tin g  in M arch  30 dem onstration  shown above  
w ere  C h icag o -A re a  F rien ds o f S N C C , H ig h  School F rien ds of 
S N C C , Roosevelt U  Negro H is to ry  C lu b , A fro -A m e ric a n  H e ritag e  
Ass’n, U  o f Chicago C O R E  and Y o un g  Socialist A llia n c e .

B y  W ill ia m  B u n dy

s truck  las t Septem ber a fte r  the 
b reakdow n o f negotia tions w ith  its  
pub lishe r, John Dennis. He p u b li­
c ly  announced his in te n tio n  to 
“ bust”  the un ion. T w o  hours a fte r 
the un ion  s truck , D ennis b rough t 
in  pro fessional s trikeb reake rs  and 
declared th a t fu r th e r  negotia tions 
w ou ld  have to begin w ith  un ion  
acceptance o f the fac t th a t scabs 
w o u ld  have se n io rity  over the 
s tr ik in g  re g u la r employes.

The arrogance o f th is  dem and 
re flec ted  the ve ry  a tt itu d e  w h ich  
had trigg e re d  the s tr ike . A  basic 
a rea -w ide  con trac t had a lready 
been signed b y  the  C a lifo rn ia  
Newspaper P ub lishers  Association, 
rep resenting  17 publishers, and 
In te rn a tio n a l T ypog raph ica l U n ion  
Loca l 174 and S tereotypers Loca l 
50. D enn is re fused to  sign th a t 
con tract.

Besides d a ily  p icke ting , the 
s tr ik e  com m ittee  has done an ex­
ce llen t jo b  o f sa tu ra ting  the area 
w ith  un ion  in fo rm a tio n . In  fro n t  
o f stores they d is tr ib u te  lea fle ts  
s o lic it in g  consum er suppo rt in  
persuading m erchants to  w ith d ra w  
a d ve rtis ing  fro m  the  s tru ck  news­
paper. T hey  canvass residents ask­
in g  them  n o t to  buy at stores th a t 
do advertise. M ore  than 1,000 fa m ­
ilie s  have pe titioned  the  c ity  coun­
c il to  en force a “ l i t te r  la w ”  to 
p ro h ib it  the pu b lishe r th ro w in g  
his “ th ro w a w a y ”  scab sheet on 
th e ir  lawns.

T h is  was the f ir s t  tim e  any o f 
the 16 s tr ike rs  had been on a p ic ­
ke t line . B u t a fte r  m ore than s ix  
m onths o f p icke tin g , th e ir  m ora le  
is s t i l l  h igh , and they  in te nd  to  
ho ld  o u t u n t il th e ir  demands are 
met.

A P R IL  9 —  A f te r  reach ing  a 
h igh  po in t o f na tion a l a tten tion  
las t week, the Negro vo te r-re g is - 
tra t io n  d r iv e  in  G reenwood, Miss., 
has qu ie ted dow n te m p o ra rily . The 
Negroes have w on a m in o r v ic ­
to ry  —  a prom ise b y  the  c ity  o f­
f ic ia ls  to p rov ide  bus tra n sp o rta ­
tion  fo r  groups o f Negroes go ing 
fro m  the v o te r-d r iv e  o ffice  to  the 
coun ty  courthouse to reg ister.

T h is  helps overcom e the te rro r  
w h ich  kep t m any Negroes fro m  
even a p p ly in g  at the courthouse, 
b u t i t  does no th in g  about the sub­
terfuges by w h ich  m ost Negroes 
are d isq u a lifie d  when they  do ap­
p ly . In  add ition , Negroes are s t i l l  
sub ject to a ttack by  n ig h tr id e rs  
and to econom ic reprisa ls, because 
the names o f app lican ts are pu b ­
lished fo r  tw o  weeks in  the loca l 
press.

The concession granted by  the 
rac is t c ity  o ff ic ia ls  was in  re tu rn  
fo r  a prom ise b y  the fam ous 
com edian D ick  G rego ry  th a t he 
w ou ld  leave tow n . G rego ry ’s pres­
ence, his pu b lic  r id ic u le  of the 
rac is t cops and his p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
the mass actions o f the loca l N e­
groes, kep t the heat o f in te rn a ­
tio n a l p u b lic ity  on the G reenwood 
o ffic ia ls  and the fede ra l govern ­
m ent. Those mass actions gave the 
Negroes o f the  M iss iss ipp i D e lta  
some p o lit ic a l b a rga in ing  pow er 
fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  since Reconstruc­
tion  days. I t  w i l l  take a lo t  m ore 
such m il ita n t  mass actions, and a 
lo t m ore such p u ttin g  o f the fed ­
e ra l governm ent on the spot, to 
w in  the D e lta  Negroes the r ig h t 
to vote.

There  are 10,274 w h ites  and 
13,576 Negroes o f v o tin g  age in  
L e flo re  county, accord ing to  a 
cou rt b r ie f f ile d  b y  the federa l 
governm ent. A p p ro x im a te ly  95.5 
per cent o f the w h ites, b u t on ly  
1.9 per cent o f the Negroes, are 
reg istered voters.

The goal o f the  v o te r d r iv e  is to 
en franch ise the Negroes in  as la rge 
a percentage as the  w h ites . To en­
sure th a t goal is the d u ty  o f the 
federa l governm ent and u n t il th a t 
goal is accom plished the federa l 
governm ent is d e fa u ltin g  and a l­
lo w in g  c r im in a l te rro r  and sub­
te rfuge to ru le  the county. The 
K ennedy ad m in is tra tio n  —  death­
ly  a fra id  o f the social changes th a t 
w o u ld  come w ith  m a jo r ity  ru le  in  
places lik e  L e flo re  coun ty  —  is 
try in g  to l im it  its  actions to  long 
d ra w n  out cou rt suits and to  in ­
tro d u c in g  a w eak c iv i l- r ig h ts  b i l l  
in  Congress.

The m ost im p o rta n t fac t about

th is  b i l l  is th a t no such leg is la tion  
is needed to em pow er the federa l 
governm ent to ensure vo te r righ ts . 
The C o ns titu tio n  and the  13th and 
14th am endm ents are enough fo r  
tha t. K ennedy ’s emphasis on th is  
b i l l  am ounts to a dec la ra tion  th a t 
he in tends to con tinue  to  s ta ll on 
his o b lig a tio n  to enforce the r ig h t  
to vote o f Negroes in  Deep South 
counties.

Seattle Students 
Hear Socialist

In  Seattle, 135 pu p ils  o f B a lla rd  
H ig h  School ove rflow ed  the s tu ­
dent a c tiv itie s  room  to  hear F ra n k  
K rasn ow sky  exp la in  the  p rogram  
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P arty .

The ta lk  was sponsored by  the 
B a lla rd  H igh  School F orum , a 
s tudent g roup  w h ich  in v ite s  
speakers o f a l l v iew po in ts . The 
F o rum  o r ig in a lly  had scheduled a 
debate between K rasn ow sky  and 
Don F ly n n  o f the  John B irc h  So­
c ie ty . F ly n n  begged o ff, and sep­
ara te  m eetings w ere scheduled.

F ly n n  and o th e r B irch ite s  the re ­
upon launched a cam paign to 
bar the  SW P rep resen ta tive  
fro m  speaking. P r in c ip a l Peter 
S chne lle r bowed to the B irc h ite  
pressure and canceled K ra s n o w - 
sky ’s ta lk . B u t the  p u b lic  o u tc ry  
against th is  suppression o f free 
speech reached such p ro po rtions  
th a t S chne lle r rescheduled the 
S W Per’s ta lk .

K rasnow sky , w ho  is a s tee l­
w o rke r, to ld  the y o u th fu l a u d i­
ence abou t the  depression o f the 
1930s and how  he had become 
convinced b y  M a rx is t w r it in g s  of 
the need and d e s ira b il ity  o f a so­
c ia lis t society. He also exp la ined  
how  S ta lin ism  had been a be traya l 
o f the Russian R evo lu tion  and So­
c ia lis t ideals.

“ T he  U n ite d  States is ru led , 
bo th  econom ica lly  and p o lit ic a lly , 
b y  a h a n d fu l o f m illio n a ire s ,”  he 
to ld  the deep ly in te rested  au d i­
ence. “ Go th rou gh  Congress w ith  
a f in e -to o th e d  com b and you 
w on ’t  f in d  a re a l rep resen ta tive  
o f the  w o rk in g  class.”

The speaker said th a t the SW P 
believes th a t the  “ means o f p ro ­
duc tion  shou ld  be long to  the  peo­
ple, and eve ry  in d iv id u a l is  en­
t it le d  to  a decent s tandard  o f l i v ­
in g .”  He po in ted ou t th a t the SW P 
opposed U.S. in te rv e n tio n  in  Cuba, 
and had opposed S ov ie t in te rv e n ­
tion  in  H ungary .


