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Did ‘Pro-Americans’ Really 
Sweep Canadian Elections?

B y Ross Dowson
M ilita n t Photo by Jack A rnold

N E W  Y O R K  EA S TE R  PEA C E W A L K . Demonstrators assembled 
at U N  Plaza a fter marching from  several parts o f M anhattan. 
Shown above is part of crowd of 6,000. I t  was the largest New  
Y ork  Easter Peace demonstration yet and included m any high 
school students. Student agitation against “c iv il defense” drills  
in schools is mounting.

British Peace Marchers 
Set International Pace

TORONTO —  The results of 
Canada’s federal election have 
been hailed as a v ic to ry  fo r “ pro- 
Am ericanism ,”  a v ic to ry  fo r the 
proponents of nuclear armament, 
and even fo r U.S. President Ken­
nedy. The basis fo r such an evalua­
tion  is the w inn ing  of 130 seats —  
less than ha lf o f the 265 in  the 
House of Commons — by the L ib ­
eral P arty  headed by Lester 
Pearson, and the drop o f the fo r­
mer governing party, the Progres­
sive Conservatives headed by 
Prim e M in is te r Diefenbaker, to 94; 
Social C red it to 24; and Canada’s 
labor party, the New Democratic 
Party, to 17 seats.

Even i f  those had been the is­
sues the election results provide 
feeble support fo r such claims. The 
Liberals, who most c learly iden­
tifie d  themselves w ith  the nuclear 
armament of Canadian forces, 
garnered only 41 per cent of the 
vote. A  coro llary to such claims 
w ould have to be tha t 59 per cent 
o f the Canadian electorate are 
anti-Am erican, an ti-nuclear arms 
and anti-Kennedy.

Liberals Hedged
D uring  the campaign, the L ib ­

erals not on ly rejected an offensive 
nuclear-arm s role fo r Canada, 
w hich the U.S. representatives w il l  
be demanding of them at the 
NATO conference in  O ttawa next 
month, bu t even hedged on the ir 
com m itm ent to defensive nuclear 
arms. In  Montreal, Pearson sat on 
the p la tfo rm  of his next to last 
m ajor campaign meeting w h ile  his 
form er cabinet m in ister L ionel 
Chevrier declared: “ Never le t any­
one te ll you that the L iberals are 
fo r the atomic bomb —  a govern­
ment headed by M r. Pearson w il l  
never agree to Canada jo in ing  the 
nuclear club, and w il l  never to l­
erate A-Bombs or H-Bombs on its 
te rrito ry . M r. Pearson’s govern­
ment,”  he assured the audience, 
“ w il l  not a llow  Canada to serve 
as a warehouse fo r offensive de­
structive weapons.”

I t  is true tha t New Democratic 
P arty  leader T. C. Douglas in his 
opening campaign speech declared

Pearson

tha t th is election would be a re f­
erendum on whether Canadian 
forces should be nuclear-arm ed — 
w ith  his pa rty  opposed, the L ib ­
erals fo r acceptance of nuclear 
arms in  A p r il and the Tories fo r 
acceptance in May (the date of 
the NATO conference). B u t the 
campaign was never perm itted to 
become a referendum.

The L ibera l, Tory and Social 
C redit leaderships did everything 
to remove the issue from  the p o lit­
ical arena and place i t  in  the 
hands of “ experts,”  a parliam en­
ta ry  committee. And not only the 
Liberals, bu t the Tories and Social 
C redit too, made sweeping adapta­
tions to the popular opposition to 
nuclear arms. In  Quebec, Social 
C redit f irm ly  opposed nuclear 
arms. In  the rest of Canada, Social 
C red it favored nuclear arms and 
tried  to straddle the difference by 
urg ing tha t there be a free vote in  
the next parliam ent. The Tories 
came up w ith  a tr ic k y  form ula. 
They adm itted w hat was w e ll 
known — that the Bomarc is ou t­
moded —  and at the same time 
advocated tha t nuclear warheads 
fo r i t  be acquired bu t stored across 
the border on U.S. soil.

There is considerable tru th  in  
what NDP leader Douglas replied 
a fte r the election when he was 
asked i f  the L ibe ra l P arty  pro­
gram wasn’t  adequate fo r his party  
to support it, thus a llow ing the 
L ibera ls to fo rm  a government. “ I 
haven’t seen the ir program,”  he 
said. “ A ll  they say is tha t they are 
in  favor of stable government.”  
For i t  was the cry fo r a m ajority , 
fo r a stable government, which 
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raise a m in im um  o f $21,000 got 
under way on March 15 and w il l  
run u n til June 15. The firs t score­
board is on page 4.

I t  is more im portan t than ever 
that The M ilita n t  continue in  its 
present, ha rd -h itting , eight-page 
form at. A lthough small, th is news­
paper prides itse lf on being a voice 
of tru th  against the lies, h a lf- 
tru ths and the actual suppression 
of news w hich constitute the re­
porting of the da ily  newspapers, 
magazines, radio and TV. Today 
a ll mass media, w ith  the help of 
the Madison Avenue boys, have 
become a vast bra in-w ashing ma­
chine, designed to bias the th in k ­
ing of the Am erican people in any 
direction the ru lin g  class wants.

In  the face of the barrage of 
brain-washing, The M ilita n t stands 
almost alone in  the newspaper 
fie ld. I t  digs fo r the facts and re-

A P R IL  16 —  The ban-the-bomb 
demonstrations in  Great B rita in  
th is Easter weekend were the most 
effective ever held. T he ir success 
was due to the tu rnou t of un­
precedented numbers and to the 
audacity of some members of the 
peace movement in  pub lic ly  em­
barrassing the w ar makers.

The annual 60-m ile march from  
Aldermaston, the research center 
fo r nuclear weapons, to London, 
began as usual on Good Friday. 
N ext day, thousands of pamphlets 
were d istributed among the 15,- 
000 marchers. These pamphlets 
contained the government’s secret 
plans fo r setting up emergency 
ru lin g  centers in  the event of 
nuclear bombing. The pamphlets 
were complete w ith  maps, photo­
graphs, secret phone numbers of 
command bunkers, etc. The ma­
te ria l was signed: “ Spies fo r
Peace.”  Police made raids on the 
marchers in a vain attem pt to con­
fiscate the pamphlets.

About 4,000 copies of these 
pamphlets are said to have been 
d istributed among the marchers 
by unknown persons and to have

ports them honestly; i t  rips aside 
the curta in  of lies and dares to te ll 
the tru th . I t  has as its basic aim 
arm ing its readers w ith  the p e rti­
nent facts — the only real am­
m unition w hich can defeat the 
brain-washers.

Today more and more people 
are beginning to question the 
meaning of the word “ freedom” as 
used by Kennedy and Co., and 
other capita list politicians. P a rtic ­
u la rly  are the youth — on the 
high-school and college campuses 
and the w orker-you th  seeking non­
existent jobs — looking fo r answers 
the ir text books and da ily  papers 
do not give. What, fo r instance, 
about the m ilita ry  dictatorships in  
Guatemala, South Vietnam, For­
mosa, Spain —  do these represent 
the “ free w o rld ”  capitalism  sees 
as the u ltim ate solution fo r a ll its 
problems?

W hat is “ free”  about an elec­
tion in  Mississippi where the m a­
jo r ity  of the population is Negro

been mailed to newspapers, p rom i­
nent persons throughout the 
w orld , and B ritish  government 
agencies. The sponsors of the 
Aldermaston March and offic ia ls 
of the Committee fo r Nuclear D is­
armament disclaimed responsibil­
ity  fo r the pamphlets. Members 
of the more m ilita n t “ Committee 
o f 100,”  however, were said to 
be pleased by the ir d istribution.

The marchers certa in ly made 
the most of it. They sang “ I ’ve 
Got a Secret,”  and chalked the 
“ secret”  phone numbers on the ir 
jackets. Commenting on the con­
tents of the pamphlets, Bertrand 
Russell said: “ They reveal an o f­
fic ia l recognition that comm unity 
life  is not expected to continue, 
except perhaps b rie fly  in  remotely 
situated Government bunkers, 
where selected o ffic ia ls w il l  ad­
m in ister each other and the m il­
lions of dead bodies in  th e ir re ­
gion.”

About 1,000 marchers turned o ff 
the regular line of march to fo l­
low  the pamphlet’s d irection to a 

(Continued on Page 3)

and cannot vote? W hat did K en­
nedy mean by his w arn ing  last 
week against in fla tiona ry  action 
by “ e ither management or labor?”  
Wages or p ro fits  —  which are “ in ­
fla tionary?”

The M ilita n t has a most im por­
tant task in  digging out the real 
tru th  and answering these ques­
tions, in  educating today’s youth.

That is w hy we ask a ll our 
readers to help. Your T ru th  D ol­
lars made the continued w ork of 
th is paper possible. We have a l­
ways been able to depend on our 
loyal readers and friends to keep 
the paper publishing regularly.

Send your T ru th  Dollars fo r the 
$21,000 fund to: M ilita n t Fund
Campaign, 116 U n ivers ity  Place, 
New Y ork  3, N. Y.

This w il l  be an investment on 
which you w il l  never receive any 
cash dividends — but the personal 
satisfaction tha t you have done 
some part in  bu ild ing  a better 
w orld  fo r everyone w il l  be fa r 
greater compensation.

Uses Legal Dodge 
To Avoid Hurting 
Fellow Democrats

By Fred Halstead
A P R IL  16 — A  s ign ifican t new 

stage in  the struggle fo r Negro 
equality is possible i f  the d irec t- 
action campaign w h ich  began in  
B irm ingham  A p r i l  2 continues to 
develop. Easter Sunday saw over 
2,000 Negroes partic ipate  in  one 
demonstration. So far, over 250 
persons have been arrested fo r 
protesting segregation, including 
Rev. Fred L . Shuttlesworth, the 
leader of the local movement, and 
Rev. M a rtin  Lu the r K ing.

Rev. K ing, who was arrested 
A p r il 12, was not allowed to call 
his w ife  u n til she appealed to thé 
federal government and received 
a personal phone call from  Presi­
dent John F. Kennedy. Kennedy 
said he was “ hopeful”  the new 
c ity  government w hich is sched­
uled to take office th is week “ w il l  
be more to lerant.”

Kennedy claimed the federal 
government has no r ig h t to in te r­
vene itse lf. H is excuse is described 
by the A p r il 14 Washington Post 
as fo llows: “ The r ig h t of assem­
b ly  and protest is guaranteed by 
the F irs t Amendment to the Con­
stitu tion, i t  was explained at [the 
Departm ent o f] Justice, bu t i t  is 
not an un lim ited  righ t. For ex­
ample a town or c ity  may adopt 
an ordinance to prevent parades 
w ithou t a perm it.”

This is one of the subterfuges 
that the B irm ingham  cops are 
using. They cla im  any anti-segre­
gation demonstration is a parade 
w ithou t a perm it, and they don't 
give perm its fo r anti-segregation 
demonstrations.

When the pro fits  of U nited F ru it 
and Standard O il are to be pro­
tected in  L a tin  America, Kennedy 
flouts U.S. and in ternationa l law  
to organize an invasion of Cuba, 
mount an embargo, set up a w a ll 
o f thought control, and even 
threaten nuclear war. B u t when 

(Continued on Page 6)

Victimized Muslims 
Brought to Trial in 
Los Angeles Court

By Leslie Evans
LOS ANGELES, A p r il 12 —  To­

day marks the end o f the f irs t 
week of a tr ia l in  a drama begun 
here almost a year ago when more 
than 50 members of the police de­
partm ent’s M etropolitan Squad 
fired  w ild ly  in to  a crowd of un­
armed Negroes in  fro n t of à 
M u s l i m  Mosque leaving six 
wounded and one, Ronald Stokes, 
28, dead. Today 14 men are on 
tr ia l on charges ranging from  re­
sisting arrest to assault w ith  in ­
tent to comm it m urder — a ll of 
them are Negro, members o f the 
M uslim  fa ith . One of them, W il­
liam  Rogers, paralyzed from  the 
w aist down by a police bu lle t, is 
brought to court in  a wheel chair. 
He w il l  never w a lk  again.

The process of selecting a ju ry  
has dragged on fo r five  days and 
may take another week. Thus fa r 
the prosecuting attorneys, Evan 
Lewis and Harold K ippen, have 
challenged and dismissed every 
Negro and M exican-Am erican who 
has been questioned as a prospec­
tive  ju ro r.

The firs t two days saw the 300 
seat courtroom packed w ith  w h ite  
and Negro spectators and long 
lines f i l l in g  the halls of the court­
house. The da ily  papers have 
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Facts on Cuba from 4  Canadians

N E W  S Y M B O L. In  Batista days, U .S.-supplied tanks were a 
grim  rem inder to population that attempts to w in  freedom  
would be met by bloody reprisals. Today, Cuban people seek 
peaceful relations w ith  U.S. but m aintain arms to resist possible 
attack. As these tanks rum bled by cheering crowds in last year’s 
M ay D ay parade in  Havana, F idel Castro declared: “People w ith  
tanks, not tanks against the people.”

F o u r  C a n a d ia n s  W h o  S a w  C u b a . 
Published by the Canadian Fa ir 
P lay fo r Cuba Committee, Box 
923, Adelaide S t. P.O., Toronto. 
31 pp., 25 cents. (M ay be p u r­
chased through Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 116 U n ivers ity  Pl., N.Y. 
3, N .Y.)

When L inco ln  Steffens went to 
the new ly bom  Soviet Union as a 
reporter, he enthusiastically wrote: 
“ I  have seen the fu tu re  —  and it 
w orks!”

Meanwhile, the w ish being fa ­
the r to the thought, the w orld  
cap ita lis t press tw ice da ily  re ­
ported the im m inent collapse of 
the Soviet regime because i t  
“ lacked the support of the peo­
p le ” and because socialism, being 
“ impossible and im practica l”  was 
doomed to fa ilu re . Those reports 
o f impending disaster continued 
io r  years even though thousands 
of v is itors who followed L inco ln  
Steffens reported the tremendous 
enthusiasm and loya lty  of the 
m a jo rity  of the people to the gov­
ernm ent despite c iv il war, foreign 
in tervention, pestilence and fam ­
ine.

So, too, except fo r embittered 
ém igrés'o r  charlatans who report 
w ha t they know the State Depart­
ment or the C IA  wants them to, 
most people who v is it Cuba today 
come back w ith  honest reports of 
th e ir observations w hich range 
from  astonishment tha t the Cuban 
people are not starving to death 
to g low ing accounts of the pro­
gress tha t has been made despite 
the roadblocks pu t in  Cuba’s path 
by Am erican im perialism .

In  his foreword Vernel Olson, 
C hairm an of the Canadian FPCC, 
paraphrasing L inco ln  Steffens, 
gives the reason the U.S. State De­
partm ent prevents people from  vis­
itin g  Cuba: “ Because anyone look­
ing  at Cuba cannot help bu t con­
tras t the situation in  his own coun­
tr y  w ith  tha t w hich now prevails 
inside Cuba. To see Cuba is to get 
a glimpse at the fu tu re  of America 
— and to see tha t i t  works.”

This lit t le  pamphlet consists of 
reports of Canadians w ith  d iffe r­
ent backgrounds who have visited 
Cuba in  the past year.

John Glenn, a public-school 
p rinc ipa l, gives verbatim  his in te r­
view  of a Cuban college professor. 
I t  reveals the rem arkable p ro ­
gress in  education, both in  quanti­
ty  and qua lity , tha t has been made 
in  so short a time.

Charles Biesick, a Manitoba 
jou rna lis t and unionist devotes 
him self m a in ly  to a critic ism  of 
the A lliance fo r Progress and a 
plea tha t the press and politicians 
“ dare to speak the tru th  as they 
see it.”  He declares, “ N ot since

C H IC A G O  
M A Y  DAY MEETING. Speaker Frank 

Lovell, veteran unionist, U A W  member, 
M ich, state chairman, Socialist Workers 
Party. Fri., April 26, 8 p.m. Debs Hall 
210, 302 South Canal St. C ontrib . 50 
cents (students 25 cents). Ausp. Friday 
N ig h t Socialist Forum.

•
M IN NEAPO LIS 

W IL L IA M  W O R TH Y  speaks on "The 
Truth Shall Not Be Jailed." W ed., April 
24, 8 p.m. University Y M C A , 15th Ave. 
and University, S.E. Ausp. University 
Socialist C lub.

•
N EW  YORK  

SC O TT NEARING's Eye-Witness Ac­
count of Latin America. Hear the ve t­
eran socialist's firs t New York report o f 
his three-month tour, including account 
o f S o lidarity  W ith  Cuba Conference 
which he attended in Brazil. Fri., April 
26, 8:30 p.m. 116 University PI. C ontrib - 
$1 (students, 50c). Ausp. M ilita n t Labor 
Forum.

# *  »

Celebrate M A Y  DAY at the Militant 
Banquet. A fte r-d inn e r program  o f pro­
fessional enterta inm ent and b r ie f ad ­
dresses, fea turing ta lk by W illia m  F. 
W arde. Sat., April 27. From 5 p.m. 
Dinner served a t 7. A t 116 University 
Place. C ontrib . $1.50

the days o f H it le r  has the w orld  
witnessed such a flag ran t disre­
gard of in te rna tiona l law  and 
m ora lity . In  its quest fo r its own 
security the U.S. is apparently 
ready to disregard the sovereign­
ty  of any nation.”

D ick F id ler, a U n ivers ity  of 
Toronto student, describes the en­
thusiastic support Cuban workers 
are g iv ing to the revo lu tion  both 
on a national and on an in te rna­
tiona l scale, “ For the Cubans do 
not regard the ir revo lu tion as an 
isolated national phenomenon: 
rather, they see i t  as part o f a 
broader movement —  against 
poverty and explo itation and fo r 
peace and social justice in  La tin  
Am erica and throughout the 
xuorld;— ”  (Emphasis in  the o ri­
g ina l). He also feels tha t there is 
a democracy tha t “ probably stems 
from  the close contact w hich ob­
tains between the top leadership 
of the revolution and the masses 
of the people.”

The m ajor part o f the pamphlet 
is devoted to a speech by Cedric 
Cox, a member of the legislature 
of B ritish  Columbia. Cox repre­
sents the New Democratic Party  
and is a member of the Mine, M ill 
and Smelter Union. The speech 
reproduced here was delivered to 
a meeting called by the O il and 
Chemical W orkers Union o f his 
constituency upon his re turn.

I t  is a rem arkably in form ative 
account of present-day Cuba. He 
m ingled w ith  the Cuban people, 
ta lk ing  to them in  factories, mines, 
streets and farms. He has a knack 
fo r insights or an experience as a 
w orker w hich enables h im  to de­
scribe many in teresting things 
about w ork ing  conditions, people’s 
attitudes, etc.

Both F id le r and Cox speak of 
the enthusiasm of the workers and 
th e ir w illingness to sacrifice, not 
on ly during  a crisis bu t on a day- 
to-day basis, as in  helping to har­
vest the sugar-cane crop. They 
both mention the Escalante case 
and the crackdown on bureaucracy 
and the atmosphere o f freedom 
tha t prevails.

For example, F id le r states that 
he “ encountered some counter­
revolutionaries who did not seem 
to feel the least b it inh ib ited  in  
com plaining to me about ‘lack of 
freedom o f speech’ in  Cuba” ; tha t 
books by Trotsky and D jilas  are 
in  the U n ive rs ity  of Havana L i ­
b ra ry ; and tha t the da ily  paper, El 
Mundo, published photographs 
side by side of the A lbanian and 
Yugoslav trade delegation. As he

says, “ C erta in ly i t  is undeniable 
tha t the Cuban brand of socialism 
is quite d iffe ren t from  tha t of the 
Soviet-bloc countries.”

Cox gives a specific example of 
a hotel w orker who is opposed to 
the Castro regime because he no 
longer gets the big tips he got in 
the old days. Is he persecuted be­
cause of his opposition? On the 
contrary —  his fe llow  workers 
“ k id  h im  about it . ”  This same 
w orker joined the m ilit ia  during 
the October crisis.

The Kennedy adm inistration has 
declared i t  is a crime punishable 
by five  years im prisonm ent and 
$5,000 fine  fo r a U.S. citizen to go 
to Cuba w ithou t the d iff ic u lt- to -  
obtain authorization of the State 
Department. So this is an espe­
c ia lly  valuable pamphlet fo r us 
prisoners of Kennedy’s iron cur­
tain. In  i t  fou r Canadians, s im ila r 
in the ir cu lture and w ay of life  to 
Americans, te ll how Cuba looked 
to them. You can’t  v is it tha t rev­
o lu tionary island bu t — as yet — 
Kennedy hasn’t  been able to de­
vise a method of keeping you from  
reading about i t  in  this pamphlet. 
So w h ile  the opportun ity s ti l l  ex­
ists, get i t  and read it.

—John Salto

(Continued from Page 1)
drowned out everyth ing else in  the 
campaign’s fin a l days.

That is not to say tha t Canadian- 
U.S. relations did not loom large 
in  th is election. The Canadian 
people have been long aware of 
the dom inant influence o f the U.S. 
over the ir lives. They know  that 
the strategic areas of the Canadian 
economy are owned by U.S. big 
business. They question the w is­
dom and responsib ility o f the 
State Departm ent and the Penta­
gon — w hich  have such tremen­
dous powers of destruction at the ir 
disposal. U.S. in tervention in  V ie t­
nam and the provocative actions 
against Cuba, have heightened 
the ir fears. B u t tha t i t  became an 
election issue at a ll was due to 
the U.S. State Departm ent itself.

When the State Department, 
im patient w ith  D iefenbaker’s 
problems as leader o f a m ino rity  
government, arrogantly intervened 
to sp lit his cabinet and b ring  his 
government down, the Tory prim e 
m in is te r decided to manipulate 
these sentiments. Fearfu l tha t the 
prim e m in is te r’s . risky  course

Wisconsin A FL-C IO  leaders 
voted this month to “ re fra in  from  
partic ipating in, contributing to, 
endorsing, or prom oting among its 
affilia tes high-priced po litica l d in ­
ners.”  The local Democratic Party 
is now w orried about its May 4 
Jefferson-Jackson Day D inner in 
M ilwaukee at w hich Vice President 
Lyndon Johnson is to speak. 
Tickets fo r the $100-a-plate a ffa ir 
are not selling.

A FL-C IO  o ffic ia l W alter Burke 
said, “ We are tired of being taken 
fo r granted.”  Too much of the 
money, said Steelworkers staff 
representative John Giacomo, is 
going to Democratic Party po li­
ticians who don’t  support labor 
legislation. “ We may elect one l ib ­
eral w ork ing  fo r us,”  he said, “ but 
we w il l  also elect ten more in  
Washington going against us.”

The action was taken at a con­
ference of the state Committee on 
P o litica l Education, the A F L -C IO ’s 
po litica l arm. The conference also 
voted to explore the “ possib ility 
of holding an annual d inner spon­
sored by labor to raise funds fo r 
educational and po litica l pu r­
poses.”

*  *  *

A strike  at the Ohio Rubber Co. 
p lant in  W illoughby, during  which 
the company tried  to operate be­
hind the picket lines, has been 
settled a fte r 12 weeks. United Rub­
ber W orkers Local 3 signed a con­
trac t last week ca lling fo r wage 
increases of 13 to 18 cents an hour 
spread over three years. Non­
strikers hired during  the strike  are 
to be allowed to remain on the job. 
Several fights had occurred on the 
picket line as the company ran the 
scabs in to the plant.

*  *  *

Another sign o f fr ic t io n  between 
the U.S. trade-union bureaucracy 
and a ffilia ted  unionists in  Canada 
was the recent resignation of John 
Marcus as Western Canada presi­
dent of the S tructura l Iron  W ork­
ers Union w hich has its In te rna­
tional headquarters in  St. Louis, 
Mo. Marcus, who remains a mem­
ber of his home local in  Van­
couver, B.C., said he qu it the re ­
gional post in  protest over U.S. 
domination of the union’s policies 
in  Canada.

*  *  *

Philadelphia Teamster locals 
face another election A p r il 25 to 
determine whether the Teamsters 
or the A FL-C IO -backed VOICE 
group w il l  represent 9,000 truck  
drivers and helpers in  the area. 
VOICE recently lost an election by 
a close m argin, bu t the National

m igh t compromise the ir status as 
ju n io r partners o f W all Street, top 
Canadian financia l circles, which 
previously had supported him, 
now attempted to p illo ry  D iefen- 
baker.

D iefenbaker rid icu led  Pearson 
as having taken his po licy from  
“ interests outside the country.”  He 
seized upon statements by U.S. 
Defense Secretary McNamara tha t 
the Bomarc missiles are useless 
other than fo r draw ing enemy fire , 
to score Pearson’s po licy as one 
w hich w ould  “ make Canada a de­
coy fo r in tercontinenta l missiles,”  
tu rn ing  the country in to  a “ burn t 
sacrifice.”  That such words were 
uttered by a prim e m inister, and 
a Tory to boot, is proof o f the 
widespread doubts about, and op­
position to, U.S. policy among the 
Canadian people. A t the same 
tim e they gave these doubts added 
legitimacy.

B u t there was no party  w hich 
was seriously “ an ti-A m erican.”  
A l l  parties, even the NDP, w hich 
opposed the nuclear armament of 
Canadian forces both in  Canada 
and under NATO command, stood

Labor Relations Board set i t  aside 
on complaints of irregularities.

VOICE appeared about three 
years ago as a re form  group w ith ­
in  Teamster Local 107. I t  gained 
w ide support from  rank and file rs  
opposed to the heavy-handed 
bureaucracy of Ray Cohen, presi­
dent of Local 107. La ter VOICE 
adopted a policy of “ d isa ffilia tio n ”  
and received open support from  
A tto rney General Robert Kennedy. 
Some of the orig ina l reform  lead­
ers have accused VOICE of “ sell­
ing ou t”  its  ea rlie r announced 
goals.

They po in t to the fact tha t 
VOICE refused to support an op­
position slate against Cohen in  the 
recent elections fo r o ffic ia ls o f 
Local 107. I f  VOICE had par­
ticipated in  the elections, the op­
position w ould have ousted Cohen, 
and this, say the critics, proves 
tha t VOICE is not rea lly  interested 
in  re form ing the union but in  
weakening i t  by a split. VOICE 
also refuses to support the Team­
ster demand fo r a 43-cent-an-hour 
wage increase and an area-w ide 
contract.

Philadelphia is the last m a jo r 
area w ithou t an grea-wide Team­
ster agreement, and its wage rates 
fo r teamsters are among the low ­
est in  the country. Since the close 
vote in  VO ICE ’S last tr y  at a ra id , 
Teamster President James R. H o f- 
fa has personally taken over nego­
tia tions in  the area and has prom ­
ised a much improved contract and 
democratic reforms in  the P h ila ­
delphia locals.

*  *  *

The St. Louis Labor Council, 
AFL-C IO , passed a resolution 
earlie r this month objecting to the 
use of the da ily  newspaper Globe 
Democrat in  St. Louis schools. The 
paper reported i t  was being used 
as a “ liv in g  textbook”  in  some 60 
public and parochial schools. The 
council declared this raised the 
question of the need fo r m aking 
other m ateria l available to balance 
the Globe Democrat’s teachings. 
The newspaper, the resolution 
said, resorts to “ tw is ting  of facts, 
ha lf tru ths and ou trigh t un­
tru ths,”  and consistently opposes 
measures of social progress.

The Globe Democrat then an­
nounced i t  was suing the council 
and the St. Louis Tribune, a week­
ly  labor paper, w hich reported the 
resolution, fo r libe l. Replied the 
Tribune: “ In  our opinion, i t  is 
lite ra lly  impossible to say anyth ing 
libelous about the m orning burp 
as fa r as its an ti-labor attitude is 
concerned.”

fu l ly  behind the U.S.-dominated, 
aggressive m ilita ry  alliance. On 
the question of U.S. economic con­
tro l, no party, not even the NDP, 
talked in terms of pub lic owner­
ship.

Canadian workers, under the 
combined pressure o f Canadian 
and U.S. capitalism, w ith  thou­
sands of ties to the Am erican 
w ork ing  class, see no perspective 
in  any k in d  of “ an ti-A m erican­
ism.”  When the Am erican w o rk ­
ing class starts to move on a grand 
scale against its  own ru lin g  class, 
both on domestic and fore ign pol­
icy — tha t k ind  o f “ a n ti-A m e ri- 
canism”  w il l  evoke tremendous 
support in  Canada. The Canadian 
workers w il l  be the Am erican 
w orkers’ strongest a lly . I t  is on 
the action and in teraction o f such 
struggles tha t the fu tu re  of A m er­
ica and, indeed, of the entire  w orld , 
rests. For th is continent is the last 
pow erfu l b u lw a rk  of capitalism, 
and here the settlement of ac­
counts must be made.

Next Week: An analysis of the 
New Democratic Party’s cam­
paign.

Weekly Calendar ...Meaning of Canadian Elections
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Truman Nelson, Dellinger Debate Issue
Cannon Answers New Smear 
About Sacco-Vanzetti Case

NEW YO RK — Self-Defense or 
Non-Violence: W hich Way fo r
C iv il-R igh ts  Movement? This was 
the tit le  of a debate held A p r il 10 
a t the Hotel A lbert. Trum an N e l­
son, novelist and author of the 
recent pamphlet about Monroe, 
N.C., People W ith  Strength, spoke 
fo r  se lf- defense; D avid Dellinger, 
pacifis t and an ed itor of L ibera ­
tion , defended non-violence. The

Û f t Ü l I l i i i i l l

D avid  D ellinger

debate was sponsored by the Com­
m ittee  to A id  the Monroe De­
fendants.

A t the outset, Dellinger, the f irs t 
speaker, emphasized tha t He was 
fo r  revo lu tion in  the U nited States. 
He said he was sure tha t his op­
ponent and fe llow-Bostonian, T ru ­
man Nelson, likew ise shared this 
passion fo r social justice.

Exp la in ing  tha t he d iffe red  from  
the pacifis t tactics o f M artin  
L u th e r K in g  in  many respects, 
D ellinger said tha t real, m ilita n t 
non-v io len t action confounds the 
police ju s t as much as armed de­
fense does. He emphasized the 
danger of armed resistance by c it­
ing  as an example the tim e when 
the Rev. K in g ’s house was de­
fended by armed guards against 
bomb threats. A  Western Union 
messenger had come to the da rk­
ened house and m ight have been 
shot by mistake, a tragedy w h ich  
w ould  have been a serious setback 
fo r the c iv il-r ig h ts  movement.

Moreover, he said, many cour­
ageous Southern fighters against 
J im  Crow, Anne Braden, to name 
one, would be alienated by armed 
defense.

D ellinger said he was interested 
in  real revolution, not in  one’s 
own “ neurotic expression.”  Guns 
w ould make the Southern whites 
worse than they are. N or had the 
C iv il W ar —  an armed struggle — 
brought true emancipation to the 
Negroes. He considered i t  a weak­
ness of the non-vio lent movement 
tha t i t  sometimes called on the 
federal government to send troops 
to the South to defend the c iv il-  
rights fighters. In  the M eredith 
case, he said, the government had 
put on a big show fo r the benefit 
of in ternationa l opinion but the 
U n ive rs ity  of Mississippi had not 
rea lly  been desegregated.

The im portan t thing, Dellinger 
said, is not whether someone hits 
you, but whether you do w hat he 
wants you to do. He cited a num ­
ber of incidents from  his experi­
ence in prison to show the power 
of strikes and other non-vio lent 
actions by the inmates.

Trum an Nelson said he fe lt 
many people are try in g  to find  
some prophetic voice to lead the 
country out of its  present benight­
ed state. Many th in k  tha t the Ne­
gro struggle may be this voice. 
Though he did not personally 
know Robert W illiam s, he to ld  a 
story about h im  he had heard 
when he visited Monroe, N.C. W il­
liams was stopped by a cop who 
said the headlight o f his car was 
broken and he w ould have to a r­
rest h im . W illiam s protested that 
i t  was daylight. When the cop in ­
sisted, W illiam s said he had to 
stop home f irs t and te ll his fam ily  
where he was going. When the 
cop arrived at his house, Mrs. 
W illiam s came to the door holding 
a shotgun. She said her husband 
was not going. The cop le ft and 
did not return.

As to non-violence, Nelson asked 
how you are going to oppose the 
k ick ing  to death of Negroes in  
Southern ja ils  —  by singing? He 
said tha t the young leaders have 
to be protected, they are too pre­
cious to be sent out to be beaten 
up. “ Forgive them fo r  they know 
not w hat they do is a te rrib le  idea 
when applied to racists. The libe ra l 
walks so ftly  bu t carries a big lie ,”  
he said.

Trum an Nelson

Nelson fe lt the only effective 
way to stop the violence of the 
racists is to show you are not 
going to take i t  ly ing  down. The 
non-vio lent position is “ sick.”  I t  
implies tha t the attacker is sacred 
and, i f  his heart is good, he w il l  
stop beating the v ic tim .

As to w hy the C iv il W ar d id  not 
b ring  emancipation, i t  was because 
troops were w ithdraw n from  the 
South. Nelson fe lt i t  was a ll r ig h t 
fo r pacifists to protest at the Pen­
tagon or at the launching of a 
Polaris submarine bu t they should 
not advise the Negro people in  the 
South. Also, he said, believers in 
non-violence had to provoke v io ­
lence in  order to get h u rt and get 
pub lic ity .

The meeting was chaired by 
Harold Cruse, w rite r on the Negro 
struggle whose recent articles in 
Studies on the L e ft have aroused 
a good deal of attention and dis­
cussion.

A  representative gave a report 
on the C AM D ’s campaign to ha lt 
the extrad ition  o f Mae M a llo ry  to 
the South. He urged the audience 
to send protests to the Governor 
o f Ohio against her impending ex­
trad ition  from  tha t state to N orth  
Carolina on a fram ed-up ind ic t­
ment. H arold Reape, 18-year-old 
defendant in  the same Monroe 
“ kidnap”  case, was introduced to 
the audience. Over 100 people at­
tended the meeting.

... British Peace Marchers Set Pace
(Continued from Page 1)

“ secret”  bunker near Berkshire 
where they staged a sit-down.

The fo llow ing  day, the marchers 
passed W indsor Castle and planted 
the nuclear disarmament slogan 
on a statue of Queen V ictoria. 
Several were arrested try in g  to 
scale the w alls of the castle which 
is cu rren tly  occupied by the roya l 
fam ily .

M eanwhile 48 Britons, who had 
flow n  to Düsseldorf to jo in  a ban- 
the-bomb march there, were re ­
fused entrance by West German 
authorities and forced back onto 
th e ir plane. They thereupon re­
fused to fasten th e ir seat belts; 
the p ilo t refused to take o ff u n til 
they did, and the plane was 
grounded fo r many hours. The 
B ritons f in a lly  agreed to fasten 
the ir belts on condition tha t seven 
em pty seats be fil le d  w ith  German 
peace demonstrators who had been 
refused permission to leave Ger­
many fo r  a tr ip  to England. The 
demand was granted.

A l l  th is dram atic pub lic ity  
helped b ring  out a record crowd 
o f 100,000 in London to greet the 
demonstrators at Hyde Park where 
the marchers completed th e ir trek  
on Monday, A p r il 15. In  marching 
through London 72 demonstrators 
were arrested.

By W illiam  Bundy
NEW YO R K —  This year’s Eas­

te r Peace W alk was the largest 
and live lies t here yet. Some 6,000

people, many of them high-school 
students, walked the several miles 
from  various starting points in 
M anhattan to B ryan t Park at 42nd 
Street where they converged fo r 
a single parade to the United Na­
tions.

A  free and fr ie n d ly  atmosphere 
generally prevailed as the broadest 
representation of groups and or­
ganizations in  the h is to ry of the 
event carried a va rie ty  o f peace 
slogans.

These ranged from  appeals fo r 
a stronger UN to a few  tha t said: 
“ Stop the U.S. W ar D rive .”  
Slogans fo r an end to nuclear 
tests were the most numerous.

The most impressive th ing about 
the demonstration was the large 
num ber of teen-age youth, pa rtic ­
u la r ly  in  the contingent which 
marched from  the area o f Colum­
bia U n ive rs ity  under the banners 
of the Student Peace Union.

One incident revealed the grow ­
ing m ilitancy of the young people 
who feel called upon to protest 
nuclear testing and the w ar dan­
ger. W hile speaking from  the p la t­
fo rm  to the assembled crowd at 
the plaza, pacifis t leader Bayard 
Rustin disgracefully insisted upon 
removal of signs quoting Bertrand 
Russell’s recent protest against 
U.S. partic ipation in  the w ar in  
Vietnam.

Rustin ’s supporters approached 
the bearers o f the signs and ex­
plained that an “ agreement”  had 
been made tha t no slogans would 
be displayed at the UN because

one of the sponsoring groups was 
afra id  it  m ight be “ embarrassing.”  
B ut the young people hold ing the 
an ti-V ie tnam -w ar signs refused to 
comply. The crowd sided w ith  
them and the signs stayed up.

CHICAGO — Fifteen hundred 
persons partic ipated in  the C h i- 
cago-area Easter Peace W alk held 
A p r il 13. The Student Peace U n­
ion and the Women’s S trike  fo r 
Peace were the main sponsors, 
each leading a d iffe ren t section 
of the march.

The signs considered o ffic ia l by 
a group o f some leaders o f spon­
soring organizations made no men­
tion of w ar threats against Cuba 
or of the actual w ar in  Vietnam. 
The signs were so abstract as to 
be innocuous, fo r example: “ M an­
kind, not Missiles”  and “ Peace 
Comes from  People.”  Some were 
misleading, as: “ The President
Wants a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.”

The Northwestern U n ivers ity  
Student Peace U nion’s slogans in ­
cluded: “ Stop the W ar in  V ie t­
nam,”  “ Le t the People Vote on 
W ar”  and “ No W ar Over Cuba.”  
Some self-appointed “ o ffic ia ls ”  
tried to have these signs removed. 
Bu t the Northwestern students in ­
sisted on carry ing them. One 
argued, “ I f  you are not against 
the V ietnam war, you are not fo r 
peace.”

A  leaflet d istributed by the 
Young Socialist A lliance called 
fo r non-exclusive picket lines. I t  
also explained the socialist posi­
tion tha t capitalism  "causes war.

Printed below is a copy of a 
le tte r sent by James P. Cannon, 
national chairman o f the Socialist 
W orkers Party, to The New Re­
public  magazine. A t the tim e of the 
Sacco-Vanzetti case Cannon was 
a leader of the Communist Party  
and head of the In ternationa l La ­
bor Defense w hich undertook the 
defense of the imprisoned Ita lian  
anarchists.

Since the legal m urder of Sacco 
and Vanzetti by the Massachusetts 
authorities in  1927 there have been 
many books and articles w ritte n  
demonstrating the ir innocence, the 
court’s an ti-fo re ign  and a n ti­
radical prejudices and the actual 
mechanics of the fram e-up. This 
almost unanimous lite ra ry  verd ict 
on the case was broken in  1960 
by a Boston corporation lawyer 
w ith  a book declaring Sacco and 
Vanzetti were gu ilty . This was 
u tilized  by the u ltra  r ig h t fo r re ­
v ived propaganda tha t the tr ia l 
had been fa ir  and the verd ic t just.

Now a book has appeared w ith  
a new gim m ick: Vanzetti was in ­
nocent bu t Sacco was gu ilty . This 
book, Tragedy in  Dedham  by  F ran­
cis Russell, was demolished detail 
by deta il in  a review  in the March 
2, 1963 New Republic by  Michael 
A. Musmanno who had pa rtic ipa t­
ed in  the campaign to save Sacco 
and Vanzetti. Russell protested the 
review  in a le tte r to  the maga­
zine’s correspondence column of 
March 23. In  tha t le tte r he made 
the reference to Cannon w hich the 
SWP leader deals w ith  below.

* * *
Sirs:

I  was astounded to read the 
statement by Francis Russell in  
your correspondence column of 
March 23 tha t “ James Cannon who 
organized the In te rnationa l Labor 
Defense to aid Sacco and Vanzetti 
adm itted p riva te ly  tha t he thought 
Sacco was g u ilty .”  (Emphasis 
added.)

A fte r reading this revelation of 
m y priva te  thoughts about a case 
tha t began 43 years ago, I  man­
aged to get a copy of M r. Russell’s 
book Tragedy in  Dedham  w hich I  
had previously missed. There I  
found on page 332 tha t M r. Rus­
sell had explained m y attitude 
somewhat d iffe ren tly , as follows: 
“ A fte r his expulsion from  the par­
ty, James Cannon, the In te rna­
tiona l Labor Defense’s executive 
secretary, was to adm it p riva te ly  
—■ much as Moore did —  tha t he 
fe lt Sacco was g u ilty .”  (Emphasis 
added.)

The tru th  is tha t I  have never 
fe lt or thought tha t Sacco was 
gu ilty . I  have always thought they 
were innocent, and have never ex­
pressed a d iffe ren t thought or 
feeling, p riva te ly  or pub lic ly , any­
where at any time.

Justice Musmanno’s devastating 
analysis of M r. Russell’s evidence 
in The New Republic March 2, 
fo llow ing  an equally devastating 
analysis from  another angle in  the 
pamphlet-sized artic le by Fred J. 
Cook in The Nation  Dec. 22, leaves

New Yorkers to Hear 
Nearing on Latin Tour

NEW YO R K — Several weeks 
ago TV  viewers had a b rie f 
glimpse of veteran socialist edu­
cator Scott Nearing addressing the 
S o lidarity  w ith  Cuba conference 
held in  B razil. New Yorkers w il l  
be able to hear his f irs t report 
on tha t conference and on his 
just-concluded three-m onth tour 
o f La tin  America. He w il l  speak 
on “ Revolution in  La tin  Am erica”  
on Friday, A p r il 26, 8:30 p.m., at 
the M ilita n t Labor Forum, 116 
U n ivers ity  Place.

D uring  his tour, Nearing was 
given several tastes of the “ free­
dom”  Washington is so in ten t on 
preserving in  La tin  America. On 
a rr iva l in  Venezuela he was 
stopped by secret police who sub­
jected his baggage to m inute 
scrutiny and then pu t h im  on a 
plane to Colombia. There police 
held h im  incommunicado fo r sev­
era l days.

James P. Cannon

l it t le  fo r a layman to add about 
M r. Russell’s elaborate attem pt to 
convict Sacco again 35 years a fte r 
he was burned alive, and in fe ren - 
t ia lly , to whitewash his execu­
tioners. The Nation and The New  
Republic deserve the thanks of a ll 
friends of justice fo r pub lish ing 
these tw o articles.

I  w ould  lik e  permission, how­
ever, to add a w ord in  defense of 
the memory of Carlo Tresca w hich 
has been besmirched by M r. Rus­
sell’s statement tha t Tresca p r i­
vate ly  to ld M ax Eastman “that 
Sacco was g u ilty .”  I  knew Carlo 
Tresca very  w e ll and was closely 
associated w ith  h im  in  the cam­
paign fo r Sacco and Vanzetti, and 
fo r 26 years a fte r tha t u n til his 
own death 20 years ago. We col­
laborated over the years in  many 
activ ities of common interest du r­
ing w hich we had occasion to visit 
each other’s offices, to eat and 
d rin k  w ine together at Ita lia n  res­
taurants, and to ta lk  o f many 
things in  fr iend ly , casual conver­
sation. I t  w ould not be too much 
to say tha t we were friends.

Never, at any time, did I  ever 
hear h im  express or even in tim ate  
any doubt about the innocence of 
Sacco and Vanzetti. A nd I  never 
heard any report, or rum or, or gos­
sip, from  anyone else who ever 
heard such a th ing  about Tresca 
u n til M r. Russell’s statement h it  
me in the eye.

In  m y book Carlo Tresca is not 
g u ilty  of the whispered accusa­
tion  against Sacco, belatedly re ­
ported when he was safely dead 
fo r 19 years and unable to speak 
fo r himself.

James P. Cannon

The First 10 Years Of 
American Communism
Report of a Participant

By James P. Cannon

The Author is a founder o f American 

Trotskyism and the only liv ing  top  
leader o f the early years o f the U.S. 
Comm unist Party who has not re­
pudiated communism.

The book contains:
Sketches o f Foster, Ruthenberg, 

Browder, Lovestone and others, as 
well as o f leading figures in the 
Comm unist Internationa l .

Essays on the Industria l W orkers 
o f the W orld , Eugene V. Debs and 
the socialist movement o f his time, 
and the e ffec t o f the Russian Rev­
olution on the U.S. Negro struggle.

344 p p .  —  $6.00

O rd e r  th ro u g h :

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place, N. Y. 3, N . Y.
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LO N D O N LETTER

Tripartite Tory Trouble

Bay of Pigs Anniversary
L a s t w eek m arked  th e  second a n n ive rsa ry  o f the  U .S .-o rgan ­

ized invas ion  o f Cuba w h ic h  began A p r i l  17, 1961 and was defeated 
in  a fe w  days. T w o  years a fte r th a t w eek o f shame in  U.S. h is to ry , 
re ve la tio n s  o f the  m o ra l decay o f the  U.S. gove rnm en t in  connec­
tio n  w ith  the  event continue . The la te s t is  the  10,000-w ord s ta te ­
m e n t b y  the  Cuban c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  leader José M iré  
C ardona, w ho , i t  w i l l  be reca lled , was he ld  p risone r w ith  o the r 
c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  leaders b y  U.S. agents d u r in g  th e  invasion , 
w h ile  a M adison A ve . p u b lic ity  f i r m  h ire d  b y  the  C IA  p u t ou t 
h ig h ly  c o lo r fu l press releases and b a ttle  com m uniques in  h is name.

S h o rtly  a fte r th e  Cubans smashed the  B ay o f P igs invasion , 
M iró  C ardona now  reveals, he m e t w ith  John F. and R obe rt 
K ennedy  and was p rom ised ano the r invas ion , th is  tim e  w ith  the  
p a rt ic ip a tio n  o f s ix  U.S. a rm y  d iv is ions  —  th a t is, some 100,000 
G Is. H e  is now  a n g ry  w ith  K en n e d y  because th e y  haven ’t  been 
made a va ila b le  n o r has an a lte rn a tiv e  $50 m ill io n  he demanded 
fo r  “ expenses”  fo r  h is  gang to  m o u n t “ th e ir  o w n ”  invas ion .

M iró  C ardona ’s fru s tra t io n  stems fro m  the  fa c t th a t K ennedy 
has been fo rced  —  b y  w o r ld  reac tion  and the  dem onstra ted  m i l i ­
ta ry  capac ity  o f the  C uban R e vo lu tio n  —  to  m ove m ore  cau tious ly  
in  h is invas ion  p repa ra tions . W e can be sure the  new  plans the  
Pentagon is d ra w in g  up ca ll fo r  fa r  m ore  than  s ix  d iv is ions.

In  its  answ er to  M iré  C ardona th e  S tate D e p a rtm e n t persists 
in  its  f la u n tin g  o f in te rn a tio n a l la w  and Cuban sove re ign ty . I t  
repeats th e  in te n tio n  o f the  U.S. G ove rnm en t to  destroy the  Cuban 
R e vo lu tio n . I t  says: “ The U n ite d  S tates cannot co -e x is t w ith  a 
S ov ie t sa te llite  in  th is  hem isphere .”

T he C uban re vo lu tio n a rie s  c o rre c tly  proceed fro m  th e  p re m ­
ise th a t K ennedy  is s t i l l  b e n t on c ru sh in g  Cuba m i l i ta r i ly .  F riends  
o f th e  Cuban R e vo lu tio n  in  th is  co u n try  m ust also rem a in  a le rt to  
th is  danger.

Reasonable Proposal
“ S ince O ctober, 1962, the  open and f la g ra n t v io la t io n  of 

C o n s titu tio n a l guarantees in  M iss iss ipp i has p re c ip ita te d  serious 
c o n flic t. Each w eek b rin g s  fresh  evidence o f th e  danger o f a 
com p le te  b re a kd o w n  o f la w  and order. C itizens o f th e  U n ite d  
States have been shot, set upon b y  v ic ious  dogs, beaten and o th e r­
w ise  te rro riz e d  because th e y  sought to  vo te  . . .  A l l  th is  a ffro n ts  
th e  conscience o f the  n a tio n .”

T he above w o rds  are fro m  th e  recen t in te r im  re p o rt o f the 
C iv i l  R igh ts  C om m ission. W h a t m akes th is  re p o rt so n o te w o rth y  
is n o t the  above descrip tion  b u t its  concrete proposal fo r  action.

T he  re p o rt recom m ends to  P res iden t K ennedy th a t he con­
s ide r w ith h o ld in g  fed e ra l funds fro m  M iss iss ipp i u n t i l  the  o ff ic ia ls  
o f th a t state respect th e  r ig h ts  guaranteed N egro c itizens by the  
C o n s titu tio n . T h is  w o u ld  mean s topp ing  paym e n t o f the  $650 m i l ­
l io n  in  fe d e ra l fu n d s  a n n u a lly  pa id  to  M iss iss ipp i in  the fo rm  of 
g ra n ts - in -a id , p o rk -b a rre l a p p rop ria tions , m i l i ta r y  and c iv il ia n  
pa y ro lls , p u b lic  w o rk  p ro jec ts , etc., etc.

T h is  w o u ld  n o t o n ly  ta ke  th e  p ro f i t  o u t o f p o lit ic s  fo r  the  
s ta te ’s ra c is t o ff ic ia ls , i t  w o u ld  co n fro n t the  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  w ith  
a choice be tw een econom ic h a rd sh ip  and g iv in g  the  Negroes th e ir  
rig h ts .

T he  C iv i l  R igh ts  C om m ission is an o ff ic ia l g o ve rnm en t body 
b u t th e re  is no chance w ha tsoeve r th a t th e  a d m in is tra tio n , i f  i t  is 
le f t  to  decide fo r  its e lf, w i l l  pay any a tte n tio n  to  its  proposal. O n ly  
a p o w e rfu l and th re a te n in g  cam paign o f mass pressure w o u ld  
m ake K ennedy  ta ke  th e  recom m ended action.

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Per cent
Chicago $ 1,400 $ 700 50
A llen tow n 150 60 40
M inneapolis-St. Paul 1,000 330 33
Boston 750 230 33
D etro it 900 236 26
St. Louis 100 26 26
O akland-Berkeley 750 183 24
N ewark 225 54 24
New Y ork 5,800 961 17
Philadelphia 350 51 15
San Francisco 750 112 15
M ilwaukee 350 50 15
San Diego 400 48 12
General 295 35 12
Seattle 600 50 8
Denver 130 10 7
Connecticut 250 20 6
Cleveland 500 31 6
Los Angeles 6,300 200 3

Totals to A p r il 15 $21,000 $3,387 16

LONDON —  L ike Caesar’s Gaul 
(unmentionable name here these 
days among the upper crust — too 
rem iniscent of a certain general 
across the channel), the Tories’ 
troubles can be divided into three 
parts. There are the overseas con­
flic ts  w hich used to go under the 
heading Foreign and Colonial 
(now Commonwealth). There is 
the economic crisis which is fast 
tu rn ing  into a ripe old mess. And 
there are w hat fo rm erly  un flap ­
pable Prim e M in is te r Harold Mac­
m illan  used to re fer to as “ lit t le  
domestic d ifficu ltie s ”  — the p o lit­
ical clashes w ith  a stubbornly ag­
gressive labor movement and the 
in te rna l dissensions w ith in  the 
Prem ier’s own Conservative Party.

Nearly every week brings at 
least one fresh sample of each. 
More often they come in pairs and 
even clusters. The overa ll p icture 
is that of a ru lin g  class coming 
apart at the seams. A  few  items 
w il l  illus tra te  the point.

Just at the tim e when thou­
sands of unemployed lite ra lly  bat­
te r at the doors of parliam ent 
demanding w ork, the government 
w ith  a flourish of pub lic ity  un­
folds a ra ilroad reorganization 
plan w hich calls fo r closing down 
a th ird  to a ha lf of the antiquated 
ra ilroad system and discharging of 
at least 70,000 workers.

A  day a fte r this feat, two by- 
elections take place. The vote 
shows a fu rth e r catastrophic fa ll 
in the Tory party ’s fortunes. One 
of its candidates comes- in fou rth  
in the list, getting so few  votes 
tha t even the deposit —  required 
o f a ll contestants to show tha t they 
are serious contenders, w ith  a re­
spectable chance of w inn ing  office 
—  is lost to the pa rty ’s funds.

No Dates
Tory m inisters are having a 

hard tim e find ing  luncheon com­
panions everywhere and any­
where these days. Only a lit t le  
w h ile  ago the French Foreign 
M in ister, Couve de M u rv ille , re ­
fused an inv ita tion  to break bread 
w ith  Lord Home in Paris. The Na­
tional Union of Teachers here has 
canceled a dinner inv ita tion  of S ir 
Edward Boyle, M in is te r of Educa­
tion, a fte r the la tte r spiked a wage 
agreement they had reached. The 
other day Cambridge U n ivers ity  
scientists e ffective ly stopped the 
granting of an honorary doctorate 
to Lord Hailsham, M in is te r of Sci­
ence, fo r insu lting scientists w ith  
his snide remarks about American 
institu tions in which many of the ir 
number w ork and w ith  whom they 
collaborate. In th is case the slap 
was administered even before i t  
got round to the eating stage.

F ina lly , the National Union of 
Railwaymen were up in arms 
about a d inner date th e ir offic ia ls 
made w ith  Dr. R ichard Beeching, 
who is not even a m inister, bu t 
ju s t a top hatchet-man fo r the 
Tories as head of the ra ilroad sys­
tem and author of the dynam itic 
e fficiency plan already mentioned. 
(D r. Beeching is sort of on loan 
from  the immense In ternationa l 
Chemical Industries trus t at the 
salary he is accustomed to —  
£25,000 a year. This is more than 
the Prim e M in is te r and a couple 
of colleagues together get. I t  is, 
adm ittedly, not quite up to the 
par established fo r concubines by 
the new A fflu e n t Society captains 
of industry  —  as can be seen from  
a glance at the court report on a 
sensational sex-m urder tr ia l re­
cently concluded here.) S till, the 
good doctor looks sleek and round, 
and we can suppose that he won’t 
be any the worse fo r wear even 
i f  he has to make do w ithou t the 
free lunches.

As i f  a ll these troubles were not 
enough fo r the Tories, in  the same 
space of time they have suffered 
the fo llow ing  afflic tions:

1) A  revo lt o f the moderate 
Tories against Home M in iste r 
(Secretary of In te rna l A ffa irs ) 
Henry Brooke’s attem pt to ex tra ­
d ite  Chief Enaharo, fie ry  an ti­
colonial leader of the opposition in

G ETS H A N D O U T . Born in  
days when sun never set on 
British empire, Winston  
C hurchill fought long, losing 
battle to prevent its liqu ida­
tion. Last week he was given 
honorary citizenship by K e n ­
nedy. H e insisted he had no 
plans to move here. Good.

his country, to N igeria. The Uncle 
Toms running the government in  
tha t now fo rm a lly  independent 
“ member of the Commonwealth”  
w ant h im  on charges of treason 
fo r which the law  provides a death 
penalty. M acm illan personally had 
to stop Brooke, and is now faced 
w ith  a N igerian threat to break 
o ff relations and w ith  rum blings 
among his own die-hards at home.

2) An Economic Survey issued 
by the Treasury department says 
in so many words that every fo re­
cast made in recent years has 
proved to be w rong ju s t when its 
head, Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Reginald Maudling, prepares to 
announce his Budget fo r the year. 
The C ity  and the business com­

m un ity  of the whole country hang 
upon his allocations of taxes, etc., 
as trend indicators. Present ills  
like  unemployment and education 
expense imbalances are a ttributed 
to factors like  the teenage bulge, 
w hich could have been foreseen 
and provided fo r when these youth 
were born in the la tte r ha lf o f the 
1940s.
3) A pa rt from  the Labor opposi­

tion to the Beeching plan and the 
union’s fear o f its  job-loss con­
sequences, the m iddle classes are 
up in arms over the dislocations 
i t  is bound to b ring  to small busi­
ness and to the professions. This 
is reflected in another revo lt w ith ­
in the Conservative P arty  and the 
grow ing incursions in to  its vote 
by the Liberals —  the L iberals 
who have been a ll bu t dead ever 
since L loyd George was prem ier in  
the 1920s.

I t  needs only to be added m ar­
g ina lly  here —  fo r this is a m atter 
fo r more extensive comment —  
tha t th is whole plan, draw n up to 
streamline railroads completely 
leaves out of account the almost 
non-existence of modern auto 
highways in  Great B rita in  which 
is s low ly choking tra ff ic  r ig h t now. 
I t  thus raises the whole question 
o f national p lanning and the na­
tiona liz ing of key industries in  a 
dram atic way tha t can on ly  b ring  
g ris t to the m ills  of socialism.

4) The muddle in  the education 
system, and the m in is te r’s h igh­
handed action on teachers’ wages, 
have provoked a revo lt in  the 
Tory party  too. President John 
England of the teachers’ union, a 
Conservative, has ju s t announced 
tha t he w i l l  run against the m in ­
ister in  his own constituency as 
an Independent Tory. This is like  
handing over a seat in  parliam ent 
to the Labor Party  on a luncheon 
platter, i f  the reference is not too 
repetitive.

... Trial of Victimized Muslims
(Continued from Page 1)

raised a lynch atmosphere w ith  
screaming headlines of “ B lack 
M uslim  Ferm ent”  and rantings 
about “ race-hating cultists,”  but 
the Muslims have come peacefully 
and in  silence to witness this 
travesty of justice.

Today there were empty seats 
in the courtroom: the crowds w il l  
not re tu rn  u n til the actual testi­
mony gets underway. Now the 
spectators are m ostly Negro. O ut­
side on the street copies of 
Muhammed. Speaks are sold and a 
leaflet is d istributed w hich reads 
in part, “ Throughout America 
there is no defense or justice fo r 
the innocent Negroes who are v ic ­
tims of police b ru ta lity  and police 
m urder . . . The Muslim s praise 
the uncompromising stand taken 
by M r. Roy W ilk ins  and the N A - 
ACP and other Negro organiza­
tions and com m unity leaders 
against the bru ta l police-m urder 
of Ronald Stokes. We must con­
tinue to w o rk  in u n ity  to stamp 
out these injustices that are done 
to our people.”

On Wednesday night, A p r il 10, 
an attem pt was made to bum  the 
M uslim  Mosque at 5606 S. Broad­
way in  a grow ing campaign of 
te rro r tha t is being unleashed 
against the Muslims.

Lawyers fo r the defense, Earl 
Broady and Loren M ille r, have 
made clear tha t they intend to 
base the defense on the contention 
that the Muslim s were the victim s 
of an unprovoked and illega l at­
tack by the Los Angeles police, 
and tha t insofar as police were in ­
ju red  in  the melee i t  was through 
the legitim ate use of self-defense 
on the part o f the Muslims. This 
is the real issue in the tr ia l: the 
g u ilt of the Los Angeles Police 
Dept.

W hat are the events that led 
up to the bru ta l k ill in g  o f Ronald 
Stokes and the ind ictm ent of the 
fourteen who are being tried  to­

day? On the n igh t of Friday, 
A p r il 27, 1962 two Negroes on 
the ir rounds de livering d ry  clean­
ing were stopped fo r questioning 
in fro n t o f the M uslim  Mosque 
where they had ju s t made a 
delivery. The tw o w h ite  officers, 
Stanley Kensic and F rank G. 
Tomlinson, became more and more 
belligerent as a crowd gathered to 
watch. Kensic th rew  one of the 
Negroes being questioned against 
a car, began to search him, 
and adm itted in  later testimony “ I 
h it the gentleman in the head.”  
The crowd, m ain ly  Muslims, began 
to voice the ir protest. O ffice r 
Tomlinson, a 23-year-old rookie, 
drew his gun, and was prom ptly  
disarmed by someone in  the crowd. 
A t th is po in t a Negro special o f­
fice r who was d riv in g  by o ff-d u ty  
saw the commotion, stopped his 
car, sent in a call fo r help and 
then grabbed a shotgun and began 
fir in g  in to  the a ir. He was also 
disarmed.

Two more officers, R ichard A n ­
derson and Donald Weese, arrived 
at the spot near the tim e the 
shooting began. Weese began f i r ­
ing in to  the crowd. W ith in  m in ­
utes more than 50 members of 
the M etropolitan Squad, the “ r io t”  
deta il incorporating the old “ Red 
Squad,”  a rrived on the scene. 
They charged the crowd which 
turned and fled in to  the Temple. 
Most of the Negroes who were 
wounded were shot in  the back 
w h ile  try in g  to escape from  the 
murderous gunfire  of the police. 
When the shooting stopped one 
M uslim  lay dead, s ix others were 
wounded, one paralyzed fo r life . 
I t  was this episode of tr igge r- 
happy cop b ru ta lity  tha t led to 
the ind ictm ent of 14 of the ir v ic ­
tim s on charges of “ resisting ar­
rest,”  and “ assault on police,”  and 
the charging of John Shabazz, 
M in is te r of the Mosque, w ith  “ as­
sault w ith  in ten t to com m it m u r­
der.”



M onday, A p r i l  22, 1963 THE MILITANT Page F iv e

Kremlin Still Touchy on Stalinism

Why Khrushchev Blasted Ehrenburg  French M ine Strike -
 A  Balance Sheet By George Saunders

Alm ost ten years to the day 
after S ta lin ’s death, his chief he ir 
has made i t  clear tha t the Soviet 
public is now asking not only 
about S ta lin ’s crimes but also what 
those now in  power were doing 
to prevent them.

This has come out in  the course 
of the recent o ffic ia l attacks on 
the memoirs w ritten  by Ilya  
Ehrenburg, fo r many decades one 
of the most prom inent Soviet 
authors. These attacks were 
climaxed by the M arch 7 speech 
of Leonid Ily ichev, head o f the 
Soviet U nion ’s new “ Ideological 
Commission,”  and by the M arch 8 
speech of P rem ier Khrushchev.

The recently published in s ta ll­
ment o f Ehrenburg’s memoirs 
deals w ith  the period of the great 
purges of the 1930s. He describes 
the period as one o f ever-present 
terror. He says tha t members of 
the Soviet elite, to  w hich he be­
longed, knew that S talin was com­
m ittin g  te rrib le  crimes and tha t 
innocent people were being 
fram ed-up, bu t tha t they lacked 
the courage to speak out. I t  was 
an era of a te rrib le , enforced
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N E X T  W E E K : George Saunders 
w ill describe the contents of 
Yevtushenko’s recent autobiog­
raphy and discuss the reasons 
it brought reprisals from  the 
K rem lin .
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silence, when one did not dare 
speak o f such things even to one’s 
closest friend.

In  his March 8 speech K h ru ­
shchev explained w hy “ we have 
to dw ell on the question of the 
S ta lin  personality cu lt again,”  in  
connection w ith  these memoirs.

“ A question is often asked now 
as to w hy the violations of the 
law and the abuses of power were 
not exposed and ended when 
Stalin was a live  . . . Our v iew ­
po in t in th is m atter has more 
than once been stated fu l ly  and 
w ith  utmost c la rity  in party  docu­
ments. U nfortunate ly  . . . certain 
artists s til l try  to present events 
in  a false lig h t.”  Ehrenburg’s 
memoirs, Khrushchev complains, 
present “ everyth ing in  gloomy 
colors.”

Khrushchev goes to some lengths 
to present matters in  a correct and 
“ cheerfu l”  light.

The “ leading cadres”  did not 
act, he explains, because w h ile  
they knew about the mass arrests 
and repressions, “ They believed in 
Sta lin  and could not dream tha t 
repressions could be used against 
honest people devoted to our 
cause.”

Bu t then the question arises,

Protest Meetings Slated 
In Case of Mae Mallory

As pa rt of its campaign to help 
prevent the extrad ition  of Mrs. 
Mae M a llo ry  from  Ohio to M on­
roe, N.C., where she faces fram ed- 
up kidnap charges, the Committee 
to A id  the Monroe Defendants is 
scheduling public protest meetings 
in  Springfie ld, Mass., and P h ila ­
delphia.

The Springfie ld  meeting w i l l  be 
addressed by Trum an Nelson, 
author and chairman of the Bos­
ton CAM D chapter, and Rev. 
Gordon E. W att, o f Springfie ld, a 
member of CAM D since its found­
ing. The meeting w il l  be held 
Friday, A p r il 26, 8 p.m. at the 
H oly Temple Church, 145 Bay St., 
of w hich Bishop W. T. Teague is 
pastor.

The Philadelphia chapter of the 
CAM D has scheduled a ra lly  fo r 
Saturday, A p r i l  27, 7:30 p.m., at 
the Greater St. Joseph Baptist 
Church, 1626 N. 15th St. I t  w il l  
be addressed by Conrad Lynn, 
New Y ork  c iv il-r ig h ts  attorney, 
who is defense counsel fo r the 
Committee to A id  the Monroe 
Defendants.

Stalin

“ W hy did you believe in  h im  so?”  
To clear th is one up, Khrushchev 
reviews S ta lin ’s career. Stalin had 
led the struggle against the 
“ enemies of the Revolution.”

“ S ta lin ’s prestige became partic­
u la rly  high in  the period of the 
struggle . . . against such an ti- 
Len in is t trends and opposition 
groups w ith in  the party  as the 
Trotskyites, Zinovievites, th e  
R igh t-w ing  opportunists and the 
bourgeois nationalists.”

“ A fte r Len in ’s death the party  
held a discussion w ith  the T ro t­
skyites and Zinovievites on radical 
problems of the construction of 
socialism and the situation w ith in  
the party. That discussion revealed 
and exposed the an ti-Len in is t and 
anti-socia list views and activ ities 
of Trotsky and Zinoviev and the ir 
henchmen, aimed at frus tra ting  
the Len in is t policy of socialist con­
struction in  our country, which 
was encircled by capitalism .”

S ign ifican tly  he does not men­
tion the dispute w ith  the L e ft Op­
position over in ternationa l policy 
and thé key question of “ socialism 
in one country”  as opposed to in ­
ternationalism  and the theory of 
the permanent revolution. Nor, fo r 
obvious reasons, does he mention 
tha t Stalin headed a party  faction 
tha t u ltim a te ly  expelled by force 
a ll other tendencies in  the party, 
m aking way fo r exclusive control 
of the party and tu rn ing  the state 
apparatus in to  a source of p r iv ­
ileges. This was the type of th ing  
Escalante tried but fa iled to do in 
Cuba.

Khrushchev needs to explain 
w hy S ta lin ’s prestige grew so high 
in spite of Len in ’s testament ad­
vising tha t Stalin be removed 
from  his post and replaced by one 
more tolerant, loyal, polite, con­
siderate and less capricious, etc.

“ When deciding th is question, 
the party  proceeded on the basis 
of the real correlation of forces 
w ith in  the Central Committee at 
tha t time, and taking in to  account 
S ta lin ’s positive aspects as a lead­
er, believed his assurance tha t he 
would be able to overcome the 
shortcomings pointed out by 
V lad im ir Ily ich  [L e n in ], A fte r­
wards S ta lin  violated his promise 
and abused the pa rty ’s confidence, 
and this led to those grave conse­
quences w hich were current in  the 
period of the personality cu lt.”

W hat was this “ real correlation 
of forces”  that Lenin did not see? 
W hat were “ S ta lin ’s positive as­
pects as a leader?”  This is the 
delicate way of saying tha t his 
faction ’s vote in  insuring a Cen­
tra l Committee m a jo rity  out­
weighed Len in ’s advice. That’s 
w hy “ the pa rty ”  chose to believe 
S ta lin ’s promises ra ther than heed 
Len in ’s warning.

Khrushchev does not mention 
any social forces behind this de­
velopment. The “ w icked man”  
sim ply broke his promises.

Khrushchev s til l seems to feel 
ju s tified  in having “ believed in ”  
Stalin, fo r he explains tha t w hile  
the present leaders denounce 
S ta lin ’s crimes, “ We s ti l l  m aintain 
tha t . . .  he was a M arxist, and 
this cannot and should not be 
denied. His fa u lt was tha t he 
committed gross mistakes of a 
theoretical and po litica l nature,

violated the Lenin ist principles of 
the state and party leadership, and 
abused the power entrusted to him  
by the party  and the people.”

One such “ m istake”  w ould have 
been enough fo r Lenin to de­
nounce h im  as a renegade from  
M arxism  — as he denounced 
Kautsky. And Kautsky wasn’t 
g u ilty  of slaughtering revo lu­
tionaries.

The idea tha t S ta lin  committed 
“ a few errors”  bu t was s till a 
great M arx is t is quite a change of 
evaluation from  Khrushchev’s 
speech of last Nov. 19. He then 
said:

“ S talin did not believe in the 
masses. Though a member of a 
w orkers’ party, he had no respect 
fo r the workers. Here is w hat he 
said deris ive ly about the people 
who came from  the w orkers’ 
m idst: ‘He comes from  under a 
machine tool, w hy is he bu tting  
in ’ ’

“ And where did S ta lin  ever go? 
Once he went to the Dynamo 
P lan t bu t tha t was only when a 
struggle was under way against 
the Trotskyites and Zinovievites. 
A fte r tha t he did not go to the 
factories. H is only tr ips  were to 
his summer cottage and to the 
K rem lin .

“ He did not feel any need to 
come in contact w ith  the masses 
—  he insulated him self from  the 
peasants and workers. He needed 
the state punitive  organs, tha t was 
w hat he needed! He needed the 
state control apparatus fu l l  o f o f­
fic ia l bureaucrats . . .

“ Could a ll th is rea lly  conform 
to the interests o f the w ork ing  
class, to the interests o f the 
masses? No, i t  could not.”

Yet less than fo u r months la ter 
Khrushchev a ffirm s Stalin was a 
“ M arx is t.”  Apparently  one no 
longer has to represent the in te r­
ests of the w ork ing  class to qua lify  
as a “ M a rx is t”  in  his book.

The only effective argument the 
Soviet leaders use in rep ly  to em­
barrassing questions raised by 
Ehrenburg’s memoirs is to accuse 
Ehrenburg him self o f . . . S ta lin ­
ism!

To be sure, Ehrenburg has a 
checkered career going back be­
fore the 1917 Revolution, which 
he opposed but to w hich he re ­
conciled him self after i t  began to 
degenerate. He performed as much 
of a service to S talin ism  in  the 
cu ltu ra l fie ld  as others d id in  ad­
m in istra tion.

B u t the real reason the o ffic ia ls 
rake up his past is to  discredit 
h im  before the youth. W hat his 
memoirs have to say is aimed 
especially at Soviet young people 
who are in  the fro n t ranks of to­
day’s movement fo r in te llectual 
freedom and who w ant to know 
about the past.

The process begun at the 20th 
and 22nd Congress is passing be­
yond the lim its  intended by the 
“ de-Stalinizers”  from  above. The 
discussion of S talinism  is broaden­
ing and deepening among the So­
v ie t public. “ Magazines and pub­
lish ing houses are reported to be 
flooded w ith  manuscripts about the 
life  of people in  exile, prisons and 
camps,”  Khrushchev complains. “ I 
repeat once more tha t th is is a 
very dangerous theme and d i f f i ­
cu lt m ateria l to handle.”

The im p lication is “ Leave i t  to 
us, the authorities.”  B ut the young 
are probing. From the question: 
W hat were you doing under 
Stalin? they w il l  move on to: 
W hat was at stake in  the fig h t 
w ith  the oppositions tha t gave 
S ta lin  such “ prestige”  despite 
Len in ’s w arn ing  against him?

When the tru th  about the fac­
tion fights of the 1920s becomes 
known, as the tru th  of S ta lin ’s 
crimes has, the new generation 
w il l  learn tha t some praised and 
many kept silent bu t the true 
Leninists d id  neither. They cour­
ageously organized to fig h t the 
forces of conservatism, priv ilege 
and bureaucracy represented by 
Stalin.

PARIS — How should the five - 
week strike of the French miners 
be assessed?

In  the Nord and Pas-de-Calais 
basins, the miners, especially the 
youth, were displeased w ith  the 
agreement signed by the unions 
and the management of Charbon- 
nages de France. On the other 
hand, among the French w ork ing  
class the general sentiment was 
tha t the struggle ended in a suc­
cess fo r the workers. Who is right?

The tru th  is tha t one conclusion 
does not exclude the other.

On the level of the wage de­
mands of the miners, the results, 
in  v iew  o f the power and solidar­
ity  of the movement, appear 
mediocre. This especially seems so 
to the youth who were on strike  
fo r the f irs t 1-ime and who expect­
ed more to be won from  it.

B u t i f  you take the situation as 
a whole in  France and take into 
account tha t this was the f irs t big 
test of strength in  the class strug­
gle since de Gaulle came to power 
(the worst defeat of the European 
pro le ta ria t since the end o f the 
w a r), the results appear d iffe ren t.

On the level of the demands 
themselves, wage increases were 
obtained in numerous areas. The 
four-w eek paid vacation has be­
come general throughout the coun­
try . B u t that is only one aspect of 
the problem since one can m ain­
ta in that more could have been 
obtained. W hat is most im portant 
is tha t the strike ended w ith  an 
advance in  the re lation of forces 
in  favor of the workers.

Blow to de Gaulle
The prestige of the G au llis t gov­

ernm ent was s ign ifican tly  lessened 
fo r the f irs t time. A  requisition 
decree signed by de Gaulle and 
not by jus t any m in is ter was ig ­
nored by the miners. De Gaulle, 
who broke generals, w iped out 
bourgeois parties, slammed the 
door on the Americans and the 
B ritish , had to give way up to now 
only to the Algerians. Now i t  is 
the m iners who have lowered his 
prestige. He wanted, according to 
a report from  someone in his en­
tourage, “ to break the unions.”  He 
failed.

To draw  this balance sheet by 
no means signifies that the trade- 
union leaders and the leaders of 
the b ig w orkers’ parties fo llowed 
an absolutely correct line  in  the 
strike. The contrary is the tru th . 
B u t i t  is necessary to make c r it i­
cisms tha t have bearing; tha t is, 
those tha t w i l l  count in the strug­
gle against the reform ists and 
post-S ta lin ist leaders. To shout 
“ betrayal”  in  the present c ircum ­
stances gets nowhere, leads to no 
effective results.

W hat were the mistakes com­
m itted by the leaders?

F irs t of a ll, they led the struggle 
in  bureaucratic fashion, no strike 
committee being elected by ;the 
unionists and the unorganized a l­
though the unorganized consti­
tuted not fa r from  ha lf the 
strikers.

Appeals Limited
In  addition, on the national 

scale, the appeals fo r so lidarity  
were lim ited  to the financ ia l plane 
—  indispensable, but not capable 
of a tta in ing su ffic ien t proportions 
to keep 200,000 strikers and the ir 
fam ilies going. A n  action o f the 
w ork ing  class as a whole was re­
quired.

On this point, some called fo r 
a general strike. Those who did 
th is were m a in ly  syndicalists who 
do not have a correct idea of a 
general s trike; tha t is, an ex­
trem ely high po litica l stage which 
can lead in to  the struggle fo r 
power. G iven the relationship of 
forces existing in France, i t  was 
erroneous to envisage a general 
strike  at the beginning o f the 
strike  of the miners.

A  general s trike  is not the only 
action w hich the w ork ing  class

De Gaulle

can take as a whole. Appealing to 
w orkers’ so lidarity, one can call 
fo r b ig demonstrations, f o r  
marches and ra llies in  the streets 
through which the po litica l con­
sciousness o f the workers could be 
raised.

Especially a fte r the end of the 
second week of the strike, after 
the caravan of the Lorra ine  iron 
miners came to Paris, i t  w ould 
have been possible to organize a 
caravan of some tens of thousands 
of coal m iners to come to Paris. 
This w ould have compelled the 
government to give in  more 
qu ick ly  to the miners or create 
more tense po litica l situations.

F ina lly , a ll the trade-union and 
po litica l leaders conducted them ­
selves in  th is s trike  as pure and 
simple trade unionists fo r whom 
nothing existed except the de­
mands of the miners, w ithou t any 
program to u n ify  the w il l  o f the 
workers and w ithou t any broad 
perspectives fo r the fu ture. A ll  o f 
the big organizations kept the ir 
programs in the ir office files; they 
raised no questions beyond the 
immediate demands.

Under these conditions, the gov­
ernment power, w hich was caught 
by surprise by the strike, by the 
tenacity of the miners, by the 
so lidarity  which was a ffirm ed 
throughout the country, includ ing 
part of the petty bourgeoisie, was 
able to hold out u n til a com­
promise could be reached w ith  the 
trade-union leaders.

Thus i t  was that a struggle as 
m agnificent as tha t of the m iners 
ended in  mediocre fashion on the 
level of the m iners’ wage de­
mands; yet at the same tim e in ­
ju red  the prestige of a power that 
fo r five  years seemed able to over­
come a ll obstacles.
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Algerians H a il N ew  Nationalizations

Huge Turnouts for Ben Bella Speeches
PARIS —  The nationalization of 

b ig properties of both European 
and A lgerian landholders and the 
announcement of decrees de fin i­
tive ly  establishing W orkers’ M an­
agement Committees, W orkers’ 
Councils and W orkers’ Assemblies 
have been received w ith  enormous 
enthusiasm throughout A lgeria. In  
a nation-w ide tou r fo llow ing  an­
nouncement of the new measures, 
Ben Bella was greeted w ith  cele­
brations rem iniscent of those when 
independence was won last Ju ly. 
E n tire  populations of towns and 
villages turned out to ha il the 
head of government who, not so 
many months ago, when he came 
to power in  an unclear factional 
struggle, was met w ith  c h illy  re ­
serve.

Everywhere he went, Ben Bella 
appealed to the people to organize 
themselves by setting up W orkers’ 
Councils and W orkers’ Manage­
m ent Committees. These are now 
being form ed throughout the coun­
try  at an accelerated pace.

From  various sources, p rinc ipa l­
ly  the A lg iers dailies Le Peuple 
(fo rm erly  A l Chaab) and Alger 
Républicain, we reproduce below 
extracts from  Ben B e lla ’s speeches, 
ind icating the topics he covered 
during  his tour:

“ We w il l  never agree to le tting  
our country serve as an arena fo r 
the testing of bombs. The French 
government has been warned. I t  
is up to i t  to decide.”

“ They say tha t tak ing  back B or- 
geaud’s land is contrary to the 
Evian agreement. So be i t ;  i f  we 
are v io la ting  the Evian agreement 
by th is decision, so much the 
worse fo r the Evian agreement.”  
(The f irs t press reports said that 
Ben Bella declared he d idn ’t  “ give 
a rap”  fo r the Evian agreement. 
Correspondents stuck by the ve r­
sion w hich they said they had 
heard b u t the A lgerian M in is try  
o f In fo rm ation  issued an o ffic ia l 
correction.)

*  *  *

“ We are going to pursue the 
speculators and a ll those who try  
to envenom the people through

false or a larm ist news. We have 
begun to attack them. We are 
going to continue. There are s till 
some measures to be taken against 
them and some decisions are going 
to fo llow .

“ We are going to attack not only 
the Borgeaud’s and the Germ ain’s, 
bu t also the bloated r ich  who 
amassed big fortunes during  the

“ This struggle consists of dis­
couraging once and fo r a ll the 
bourgeoisie of th is country. I f  we 
have plucked Borgeaud and the 
others, th is is not because o f ra ­
cism. We have suffered too much 
from  this ourselves to resort to 
tha t . . . .

“ Believe me, th is m ino rity , 
which constitutes around five  per 
cent of the A lgerian people, is 
nonetheless pow erfu l fo r a ll that. 
Unfortunate ly, they hold the power 
of money. B u t the 95 per cent who 
constitute the other pa rt o f the 
people are absolutely w ith  us in 
tak ing  up the cudgels against this 
fauna. To carry th is out, you the 
humble, jo in  the national organiza­
tions in  mass and in  pa rticu la r the 
U G TA  [the unions] to make this 
the November 1 of A lgerian  so­
cialism .”  [November 1, 1954, was 
the day the struggle began fo r  na­
tiona l freedom from  French im ­
peria lism .]

*  *  *

“ I t  has been repeatedly said tha t 
women played th e ir ro le in  the 
struggle fo r freedom. The whole 
w orld  has repeatedly said tha t 
women partic ipated fu l ly  and in 
a way tha t did honor to A lgeria 
in  the struggle fo r freedom . . . .

“ B u t in  the struggle to construct 
the country? Women are search­
ing fo r the ir place.”

N oting the presence of many 
women in  the audience, Ben Bella 
continued: “ Women must take
the ir destiny in to  the ir own hands. 
Women must not w a it fo r  d irec­
tives to fo llow  from  the men but 
must integrate themselves spon­
taneously in  the public life .”

* * *
“ Today we are opening a s till

Group in France Establishes 
Committee to Help Algerians

PARIS —  A  preparatory com­
m ittee has been form ed here to 
help organize aid, especially of a 
technical character, fo r A lgeria. 
The committee is composed of J. 
Baboulene, J. Barets, Claude B our- 
det, René Catroux, René Dumont, 
A . Sauvy, J. Souleil, M. Stern, P. 
Teitgen.

The committee has issued the 
fo llow ing  appeal:

A lgeria  needs disinterested aid 
to step up reconstruction, its gen­
eral development and the struggle 
against m isery and the con­
sequences of eight years of war. 
A t the present tim e A lgeria  has 
no recourse b u t to appeal fo r 
technical assistance from  various 
governments, f irs t o f a ll the 
French government and the in te r­
national organizations. W ithou t 
m in im iz ing  the value of th is aid 
on the governmental or in tergov­
ernm ental level, i t  remains none­
theless true tha t i t  converts A lge­
ria  in to  a certain fie ld  of r iv a lry  
between the cap ita lis t groups, w ith  
whom many of these technicians 
are linked, and the socialist states 
from  w hich other technicians 
come, leaving untouched the many 
technicians, cadres and sk illed 
workers who, in  Europe, w ould be 
ready out of disinterested sym­
pathy fo r the A lgerian people to 
partic ipate in  the e ffo rt bu t who 
are no t linked to any o f the power 
groups.

We th in k  tha t i t  is our du ty  to 
b rin g  together in  France and in 
Europe these people of good w ill.  
O u t of th is came the idea of an In ­
te rna tiona l Nongovernmental Con­
ference fo r Technical Assistance

to A lgeria. The A lgerian govern­
ment is extrem ely interested in  
this pro ject and assures us of its 
support and the warmest welcome 
in  Algiers.

The objectives of the conference 
w il l  be, f irs t of a ll to make an 
inventory of needs w ith  the aid of 
the services o f the A lgerian gov­
ernm ent and a number of techni­
cians, A lgerians as w e ll as French 
and others, w ork ing  under the 
heading of technical assistance, 
w ith  whom we are now in  touch. 
A fte r th is inventory, p rio rities  w il l  
be examined; tha t is, determ ina­
tion w il l  be made of the most u r ­
gent A lgerian needs, and these, 
however they may f i t  the inven­
tory, w i l l  be considered in  re la tion 
to the support w hich French and 
foreign technicians can b ring  to 
achieve the most rap id  results.

Para lle l committees are being 
form ed abroad (B rita in , Sw itzer­
land, Holland, Belgium, Austria , 
I ta ly ) .  A  jo in t meeting of the dele­
gates is to  organize and prepare 
fo r the conference in  A lg iers 
w hich is scheduled fo r M ay 27, 
1963.

Fo llow ing the conference, in  
agreement w ith  the A lgerian lead­
ers, an appeal w il l  be launched by 
the in ternational committee in 
each country of Europe —  and 
countries outside of Europe — 
specifying the nature of the skills 
needed and the possible remunera­
tion fo r people who are recruited.

To get in touch with this com­
mittee write: René Catroux, 30 rue 
de Verneuil, Paris 7, France.

greater struggle than that which 
ended Ju ly  2, 1962 — the struggle 
fo r socialism. The tim e has come 
to struggle in  order to reap. We 
don’t w ant to replace one set of 
pigs by another set wearing tu r ­
bans. This is the revolution o f the 
poor people, o f the widows, the 
shoe-shine boys. We have under­
taken these decrees s w iftly  in  o r­
der to defeat the maneuvers of 
im peria lism  and of certain A l­
gerian elements who wanted to 
tu rn  the vacated properties and 
enterprises over to the colonia l­
ists.”

* * *
A t the f irs t Assembly of Man­

agement Committees to be held in  
the A lgiers area:

“ This is the happiest day of my 
life  because a new page has been 
turned; our people, and in  par­
ticu la r those who have been ex­
ploited, are called on today to take 
an active part in  the d iffe ren t 
tasks aw aiting us. I  ask everyone 
who has something heavy in  his 
heart to speak fra n k ly  and free ly .”

W ith in  a month or tw o “ you 
w il l  fu l ly  understand the func­
tion ing  of the management com­
mittees; you yourselves w il l  elect 
your management committees in  
complete freedom and in complete 
democracy. These w il l  be the com­
mittees tha t w il l  actually run the 
farms.”

* * *
“ The socialist sector is already 

im portan t; i t  w il l  be s ti l l  more so 
in a few days. I t  is up to the 
unions to concern themselves 
about th is and we need genuine 
figh ting  trade-unionism. The 
unions must take the management 
committees in  hand, those in  
charge of the so-called ‘vacated 
properties’ or the hotels. They 
must interest themselves in  the 
peasants, the most im portan t part 
of our population.”

* * *
“ I thank God tha t France put 

us in  prison because thus we had 
tim e to th in k  and to w ork out the 
policies which we are applying to­
day. We studied the experiences 
in  Cuba, the USSR and Yugosla­
via. I  am from  the soil like  you 
and I  have the same d ifficu lties  
as you.”

* * *
“ The A lgerian Revolution re ­

mains constantly at the side of 
Cuba . . . because we believe there 
can be no socialist construction 
w ithou t socialist action outside
our country. We w il l  not accept a 
crust of bread in exchange fo r the 
lib e rty  of others.”

* * *
Speaking about the need to bu ild

the FLN  (National L iberation

D U R IN G  N E W  Y O R K  V IS IT . Shown at le ft w ith  A lgerian  P rem ier 
Ben Bella during Id lew ild  A irport press conference last fa ll is 
Foreign M inister Mohammed Khem isti, 33, who was shot in  
Algiers A pril 11 by an apparently crazed assailant. Doctors say 
there is no chance of his recovering.

F ron t) in to a strong party, Ben 
Bella cited the example of the 
Soviet Union where a country of
200,000,000 people is guided by a 
party  of some 2,000,000. In  A lgeria  
the FLN  should have from  100,000 
to 150,000 members. “ The day 
when we have found these 100,000 
Algerians, m ilitan ts  in  the true 
sense of the word, we w il l  have 
won, we w il l  have guaranteed the 
fu tu re  of A lgeria  fo r a hundred 
years.”

* * *
“ The im perative need fo r un ity  

of the party  led quite na tu ra lly  to 
the dissolution of the A lgerian 
Communist Party. I t  w ould be 
absolutely false to see in  th is an 
a rb itra ry  measure or some k ind  of 
anti-Communism. A lgeria  is not 
and never w il l  be anti-Com m unist. 
I t  was not a question of a decision 
emanating from  the government 
or from  the P o litica l Bureau 
but the consequence o f the p r in ­
ciples defined in  the T rip o li p ro ­
gram. The PCA [A lgerian  Com­
m unist P a rty ] could not be made 
a privileged party  when the coun­
try  had pronounced in  favor o f a 
single party. I t  was not logical to 
le t the PCA rem ain as an organi­
zation when parties like  the M N A  
(A lgerian  National Movement) 
and PRS (R evolutionary Socialist 
P a rty ) were banned.

“ W hat was banned was a p lu ra l­
ity  o f parties and not the PCA.”

* * *
The A lgerian Communists, nev­

ertheless, do enjoy a certain p r iv i­
leged status, Ben Bella said, since 
they can express themselves free ly

(Continued from Page 1)
tected here in  the U.S. he tw ists 
legal logic past the breaking point 
and declares he doesn’t  have the 
right.

A ctua lly , the law  is perfectly 
clear on th is matter. The 14th 
Amendment as w e ll as federal 
legislation empowers the federal 
government to stop any local o f­
fic ia ls  from  in te rfe ring  w ith  the 
righ ts of citizens. The whole w orld  
knows tha t is w hat the police of 
B irm ingham  are doing. Kennedy 
knows i t  too, bu t he doesn't w ant 
to alienate his Southern Demo­
cratic colleagues. The Negroes w il l  
have to force th is issue by the ir 
own d irect action or retreat.

The courageous activities over 
the years of Rev. Shuttlesworth 
and his Alabama C hristian Move­
ment fo r  Human Rights has f i ­
na lly  culm inated in  an oppor­
tu n ity  to organize a real mass 
movement fo r Negro equality in  
B irm ingham . Such a movement 
has fa r more potentia l than those 
in the smaller cities like  A lbany, 
Ga., or even Montgomery, A la. 
Greater B irm ingham  is a center 
o f heavy industry. Its Negro com­
m un ity  numbers elose to 200,000.

through a d a ily  paper (A lger Ré­
pub lica in ), “ which, however, must 
not fa ll in to  negativism .”

“ I  to ld A lger Républicain  tha t 
they owe i t  to F ide l Castro tha t 
they are in  existence and tha t they 
must not be negStive.”

He appealed to the Communists 
to jo in  the ranks of the FLN  as 
ind iv idua l members. “ D uring  the 
struggle”  they partic ipated as in ­
d iv idua l m ilitan ts, w hy don’t  they 
do likew ise in  the struggle to con­
struct the country?

... Kennedy and Birmingham
I t  is a union town, w ith  a high 
rate of unemployment, and the 
highest ra tio  o f factory workers 
of any c ity  in  the country.

A  mass movement fo r Negro 
equa lity  there could fin d  strong 
levers of economic power and 
w ould  pu t the union leaders like  
Steelworkers President D avid  J. 
McDonald —  who have allowed 
racism to run  ram pant in  the 
B irm ingham  locals — on the spot. 
I t  could spark national changes in  
the labor movement.

B u t the development o f a mass 
movement is by no means assured. 
Kennedy’s phone ca ll was meant 
to head i t  o ff. The most prom inent 
leader on the scene now is Rev. 
K ing . For a ll his personal courage, 
he — and his advisors —  have a 
record of draw ing back from  mass 
action when i t  threatens to em­
barrass the Kennedy adm inistra­
tion.

The result has been retreats by 
the movement in  the Jackson Free­
dom Ride and in  A lbany, Ga. The 
development of a mass movement, 
independent of any obligations to 
Kennedy or any set of capita list 
politicians, w i l l  force concessions. 
T y ing  the movement to Kennedy’s 
promises w il l  lead to more delay.

French Jail Stay 
Profited Ben Bella
PARIS —  The de Gaulle gov­

ernm ent has decided to fo llow  
discretion in  re lation to the na­
tionalization of properties owned 
by Europeans in  A lgeria. A  fo rm a l 
protest was file d  A p r il 5 charging 
the A lgerian government w ith  
having violated the Evian agree­
ment w hich ended the w ar last 
year. The owners of the nationa l­
ized holdings were not “ compen­
sated”  fo r the ir losses as is re ­
quired by the agreement.

The protest demanded tha t A l­
geria live  up to the agreement, but 
no threats o f specific reprisals 
were made .

The press reported tha t the 
French ambassador to A lgeria, 
Georges Gorse, w i l l  make a strong­
er statement in  private, te lling  
A lgerian o ffic ia ls tha t French to l­
erance has reached its l im it  and 
tha t fu rth e r measures of th is k ind 
w il l  w reck co-operation.

H enry G iniger, Paris corres­
pondent of the New Y ork Times, 
explained the reasons fo r the 
French restra in t as fo llows:

“ One key to the re la tive ly  m ild  
French stand is understood to be 
France’s desire to protect her con­
siderable investments in  Saharan 
oil. Brusque or aggressive action 
by France, i t  is feared, m igh t in ­
cite the A lgerians to ‘socialize’ 
the o il installations as they have 
other French-owned property . . .

“ Another key is France’s desire 
not to compromise her rapproche­
ment w ith  the A rab w orld . That 
was symbolized by the re-estab­
lishm ent of d ip lom atic relations 
w ith  Cairo this week.”

On A p r il 6, Ben Bella in te rru p t­
ed a speech he was g iv ing  in  
A rabic at Oran to say a few  words 
in French to the reporters. “ I  greet 
w ith  satisfaction the position taken 
by the French government, as ex­
pressed yesterday, above a ll since 
it  indicates tha t th is government 
understands tha t A lgeria  wants to 
carry out things its own w ay.”  

La ter he added: “ I  thought out 
m y socialization projects during  
the years I  was in  prison in  
France.”
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U.S. Interference in Cuba

Glens Falls, N.Y.
Has i t  ever been de fin ite ly  de­

term ined that President Kennedy 
has the au thority  to in terfere  in 
Cuban affa irs such as, fo r instance, 
his blockade of last October? I f  
he has such authority, ju s t where 
and how did he get it?

I ’ve seen nothing on this point 
since reading the New York Times, 
issues of Oct. 25 and Nov. 3 of 
last year.

The Nov. 3 issue said that A t­
torney General Kennedy called his 
deputy, Nicholas De B. Katzen- 
bach at home and told him  to go 
to w ork on the legal basis fo r a 
blockade of Cuba. M r. Katzenbach 
is a form er professor of in te rna­
tional law . A t the State Depart­
ment, the deputy legal adviser, 
Leonard C. Meeker, was doing his 
own research on blockade law. 
La te r both of these gentlemen gave 
a b rie f statement of the ir legal 
views. They agreed that a resolu­
tion  by the OAS would provide 
strong legal support fo r a b lock-

10 Y E A R S  A G O  

I N  T H E  M I L I T A N T
“ Beria ’s reversal in  the case of 

15 eminent Soviet physicians ‘and 
others’ accused of w recking, espi­
onage and m urder contained many 
ann ih ila ting  admissions. I t  con­
firm ed, f irs t of a ll, tha t an ti- 
Semitism was employed in the 
case. This had been vociferously 
denied by Am erican Stalinists, the 
D aily  W orker, M onth ly  Review, 
etc., not to mention the Soviet and 
C om inform  press. Now they sing a 
somewhat d iffe ren t tune; in  fact, 
Pravda’s A p r il 6 ed itoria l admitted 
tha t an ‘a ttem pt’ was made ‘to 
k ind le  national enm ity in  Soviet 
society,’ tha t is, to engage in racial 
persecution . . . tha t a frameup 
had indeed been staged . . . that 
the confessions, w ide ly  cited by 
the Soviet press, were extorted by 
‘ imperm issible methods,’ tha t is by 
means of physical and moral to r­
ture  . . .

“ The K rem lin  liars now pretend 
that the entire responsib ility rests 
on a few members of the form er 
M in is try  of State Security. . .

“ B ut the case of the Soviet phy­
sicians was not an isolated one. 
I t  signalled an A ll-U n io n  purge; 
i t  was accompanied by an A ll-  
Union campaign which was then 
picked up by the entire Com inform  
press . . . Measures of th is kind, 
campaigns of such scope cannot 
be carried out in  the USSR w ith ­
out p rio r orders, w ithou t the ap­
proval and knowledge of the h igh­
est pa rty  and government bodies. 
In  th is  case, from  Stalin on down.”  
—A p r il 20, 1953.

2 0  Y E A R S  A G O

“ The New Y ork  Post Office has 
received orders to w ithho ld  a ll 
copies of The M ilita n t  from  de­
liv e ry  u n til a fte r they have been 
examined and released in  Wash­
ington. The result has been to de­
lay the de livery o f the paper fo r 
as long as tw o weeks a fte r its 
p rin tin g  . . .

"The M ilita n t  is the only paper 
in  the country being subjected to 
po litica l censorship and threatened 
issue by issue w ith  non-delivery 
i f  its  contents do not satisfy the 
bureaucrats in  Washington. The 
reason is tha t The M ilita n t  is the 
nation ’s most consistent and hard­
h ittin g  defender of the rights of 
the labor movement, w ork ing  
farm ers and Negroes, that i t  is the 
most merciless opponent of B ig  
Business p ro fiteering  and fraud, 
tha t i t  is the most unsparing and 
honest w orking-class c r itic  of reac­
tiona ry  domestic and foreign 
policies of the adm inistration.”  — 
A p r il 17, 1943.

ade. M r. Katzenbach thought a 
un ila tera l order fo r a blockade 
could be jus tified  legally, i f  neces­
sary. M r. Meeker was less certain.

The Times of Oct. 25 said: “ The 
lega lity of the U.S. ‘quarantine’ of 
Cuba under the UN charter and 
in ternational law  is a m atter of 
in terpreta tion and. in  some cases, 
po litica l factors . . . The United 
States has taken the position tha t 
i t  has acted legally under the terms 
of the . . . Rio Treaty of 1947 . . .
and that under the United Nations’ 
charter, the United States and 
its La tin  American allies have the 
r ig h t of collective self-defense.”

Has Cuba, Soviet Russia, or any 
other foreign country an equal 
r ig h t to in terfere in  any way in 
the affa irs of the United States?

K. M . G.

Dallas Election
Dallas, Texas

Charles- Sharpe, the candidate 
fo r Mayor, said public housing is 
socialism. W ell, he lost the elec­
tion. M ayor Cabell who said he 
wants, and tried, to get low -ren t 
housing in  the slums got re-elected 
2 -to - l.

Thelma Lucio

Penn. Road Men Fight Ax
Pittsburgh, Pa.

There is an interesting develop­
ment taking place here in  Penn­
sylvania. The men w ork ing  on the 
highways are being fired, “ fu r ­
loughed,”  and “ tem porarily ”  la id  
off. This is at a tim e when the 
roads need more care than ever. 
I t  is under the p re text of economy 
cutbacks. The tru th  is tha t the old- 
fashioned spoils system is s till at 
w ork  because a d iffe ren t party is 
now in  power in  Harrisburg.

This a ll started in  Beaver Coun­
ty  w hich was one of the counties 
tha t voted strongly Democratic 
th is last election. Men were fired  
or suspended fo r indefin ite  pe­
riods. The ir bosses, who had gotten 
the ir jobs through po litica l pay­
offs from  the Democratic leaders 
in  the then Lawrence adm inistra­
tion in  Harrisburg, were replaced 
by Republicans.

O f course these Republican 
bosses had po litica l debts to pay 
and they brought along the ir p o lit­
ical broom and started to make 
room fo r the ir friends.

Today the road maintenance 
men took a strike  vote here in 
A llegheny County. They voted to 
s trike  tom orrow to prevent any 
lay-o ffs  in  the ir w ork ing  force, and 
to back up the ir brother workers 
in  Beaver County.

This a ll has po litica l overtones, 
bu t i t  shows the workers are a le rt 
on how to handle the situation. I t  
w il l  be interesting to watch.

B. M.

Our Quiet Thanks
Lake Carmel, N. Y.

I  read The M ilita n t closely to 
detect h a lf-tru th s  and conclusions 
draw n from  the w r ite r ’s assump­
tions such as one sees in  Time and 
almost a ll the m ass-circulation 
publications. B ut you people are 
very wise in  the policy you must 
know  impresses the objective 
readers —  understatement and just 
the facts.

M . S.

W e Stand Corrected
New York, N. Y.

Y our ed ito ria l “ An Unm erited 
A w ard ”  (A p r il 15) was very  good 
except tha t the A nti-D efam ation

League of B ’nai B r ith  did not 
give its award to A tto rney General 
Robert F. Kennedy as is therein 
stated. I t  gave its “ democratic 
legacy”  award to President John 
F. Kennedy at a banquet in  Wash­
ington, D.C. on Jan. 31. I t  was this 
a ffa ir tha t was picketed by people 
protesting the persecution of W il­
liam  W orthy (16 were arrested) 
and obviously the a ffa ir  the ed­
ito r ia l had in mind.

Supporters of W orthy in  New 
Y ork  picketed last Oct. 28 when the 
American Jewish Committee, at a 
$100-a-plate banquet, gave Robert 
F. Kennedy an award “ fo r advanc­
ing human freedom.”  They also 
picketed Robert Kennedy in New 
Y ork  on Jan. 23 when he addressed 
a luncheon of the Fund fo r the 
Republic.

I  cite this in form ation from  the 
Feb. 11, 1963, the Jan. 28, 1963, 
and the Nov. 5, 1962, issues of The 
M ilita n t respectively. I  w ould sug­
gest to your ed ito ria l w r ite r that 
he consult back issues of his own 
paper. I t  is usually a reliable 
source.

T. S.

Don’t Know East from Elbow —
In  u rg ing Congressional supervi­
sion of the C IA , Rep. Rogers of 
F lo rida  declared A p r il 10: “ M r. 
Speaker, additional reasons w hy 
C IA  was unable to produce photo­
graphs of the Russian m ilita ry  
bu ildup in Cuba last autum n were 
revealed by Secretary McNamara 
and Pentagon intelligence chiefs 
. . . According to testimony, C IA  
had been photographing the w rong 
end of the island — the eastern 
end — despite re liab le intelligence 
reports tha t the bu ildup was at 
the western end.”

Stupid But Careful —  Stupid, 
Inc., a new Indianapolis f irm  is 
reportedly doing a lucrative busi­
ness peddling aerosol cans at the 
not-so-stupid price of $1.00 and 
$1.50 each. They contain a harm ­
less sccnted mist. The selling point 
is the can labels, such as: “ Instant 
Passion (For Busy People!),”  etc. 
A  b risk-se lling  item  had been 
“ JF K  —  Instant Confusion.”  But, 
explains a Stupid spokesman, 
“ A long came the Cuban crisis, so 
we took it  o ff the m arket fo r a 
w h ile .”

Maturity Story (Cont.) — Last 
week we reported on the four 
teachers fired  fo r “ im m a tu rity ”  at 
M ary land ’s Frostburg State Teach­
ers College. They had planned to 
include such “ controversial”  works 
as Lady C hatte rly ’s Lover in  Eng­
lish  courses. The college president, 
R. Bowen Hardesty, who leveled 
the “ im m a tu rity ”  charge, now 
adds tha t he considers Lady Chat- 
te r ly  as “ not a f i t  subject fo r col­
lege teaching.”  He explained: “ I t  
is altogether too exciting fo r a 
young person. I, at m y age, w ould 
never w an t to handle tha t book 
w ith  a group of young people.”

Happy Birthday, Anyway —  A c­
cording to o ffic ia l records, John 
M urphy of Troy, N. Y., celebrated 
his 100th b irthday A p r il B u t 
M urphy insisted: “ I  s t i l l  th in k  I ’m 
only 98 no m atter w hat other peo­
ple say.”  In  response to the usual 
question, he credited his longevity 
“ to hard w ork, I  guess.”  He added 
tha t he “ d idn ’t like  any”  o f the 
various jobs he had held.

Didn't Like 'Mockingbird'
New York, N. Y.

Last Saturday n ight I  went to 
see the movie, To K il l  a M ocking­
bird. I t  was recommended to me 
by friends as a conscientious por­
traya l of the “ American D ilem ­
ma.”  Therefore, breaking a general 
ru le  of not w atching Hollywood 
productions, I  la id  out a buck- 
tw en ty -five  and indulged myself. 
A fte r a ll, the movie is up fo r eight 
Academy awards. The movie, to 
say the least, disappointed me. To 
say the most, i t  disgusted me.

The gist of the p icture is the 
social conscience of a small South­
ern town in  the 30s. A  Negro is 
accused of rape and the libe ra l 
judge asks his libe ra l friend 
(played by Gregory Peck) to rep­
resent the Negro in  court. Peck 
plays the part of a w hite  libe ra l 
lawyer, attacking the status quo 
and helping his less privileged 
client.

Though the movie proved h im  
not gu ilty , the Negro is found 
gu ilty , escapes, and is k illed . H is 
lawyer, who was honored by the 
Negro com m unity after the tr ia l,

Sahl Too Salty? —  Comedian 
M ort Sahl, who campaigned fo r 
Kennedy in  1960, was critic ized 
recently fo r r ibb ing  the president. 
Replied Sahl: “ I  guess I ’m an i r ­
r ita n t to  the Democrats because I  
rem ind them of the ir predicament, 
tha t the New F ron tie r isn’t  m ak­
ing it. Presidential jokes s t i l l  get 
laughs b u ilt on my license to k id  
presidents —  but the license hasn’t  
been renewed la te ly .”

Yo Ho Ho and a Bottle of Rum?
—  The A p r il 7 D etro it News re­
ported that the new w hite  yacht of 
H enry Ford I I  is receiving her 
fin ish ing  touches. The $500,000 
Santa M aria is b u ilt fo r ocean 
voyaging and boasts the latest 
navigational equipment, a salt­
w ater conversion plant, a ir-con­
dition ing, a mosaic-lined bathroom 
w ith  gold-plated w ater taps and 
decorations by a French artist.

That Hungry Gleam — An In ­
ternal Revenue Service spokes­
man says the department doesn’t 
frow n on “ good-w ill enterta in ­
m ent”  expenses by businessmen. 
Commissioner M ortim er Caplin 
to ld a F lo rida  Hotel Association 
convention tha t such expenses are 
fine  and dandy provided the spen­
der has “ a business gleam in his 
eye, and a businessman always has 
tha t gleam.”

Tax-Exempt — The A p r il 10 
New Y ork Times cheerfu lly re ­
ported that the In te rna l Revenue 
Service has “ good news”  fo r some 
taxpayers. I t  seems tha t tax-de- 
partm ent warnings about paying 
taxes on dividends and interest 
resulted in  a num ber of social 
security recipients coming to tax

expresses regret that the Negro 
tried  to escape and was k illed , 
feeling tha t w ith  an appeal he had 
a good chance to have the verd ic t 
reversed.

W hat I found objectionable 
about the movie were the im plied 
po litica l lessons in  the plot. F irs t, 
the Negroes have to depend on 
the w hite  libera l com m unity fo r 
help. Second, the Negroes must 
honor the ir w h ite  libe ra l friends 
and look to them and not them­
selves fo r help. Th ird , the real 
devils of racism are the "poor 
w hite  trash”  o f the ru ra l areas, 
w h ile  the middle-class town peo­
ple (the sheriff, judge and la w ­
yer) are opposed to racism and 
are victim s of the cu ltu ra l h e ri­
tage of the ir area. Fourth, and 
most important., the Negro must 
have fa ith  in  the w hite  man’s law  
—  that is, i f  he w il l  w a it long 
enough and keep going through the 
courts he w il l  allegedly have a 
good chance o f getting justice.

Back to foreign film s fo r me —  
Loneliness of a Long Distance 
Runner, fo r example.

Frank Green

offices to discuss th e ir in terest 
problems. But, a department 
spokesman said, most d idn ’t  have 
enough income to require f i l in g  a 
tax re turn. He noted tha t no one 
has to f ile  a tax who earns less 
than $12 a week.

For Burning —  The Last Temp­
tation of Christ, a novel by the 
late Greek author, N ikos Kazantza- 
kis, has been removed from  the 
shelves of the Ashland, Wise, pub­
lic  lib ra ry  a fte r a Catholic priest 
forbade his parishioners to read i t  
on pain of m orta l sin. The author 
is considered to have displayed 
an ti-c le rica l tendencies. The book 
was brought to Rev. Conran 
Schnieder by a parishioner who 
had taken i t  from  the lib ra ry . The 
priest said: “ I  s til l have the book. 
I ’l l  have to re turn  i t  to the lib ra ry  
now and see tha t i t ’s burned.”

I t  Could Be a Problem —  The
Departm ent of A g ricu ltu re  is 
w ork ing  on a $30 m illio n  plan fo r 
stockpiling food fo r c iv il defense 
needs. The idea is to have food 
available i f  and when people 
emerge from  the shelters. Ponders 
Robert S. Reed, special assistant 
to the secretary of agricu lture: 
“ We are sure we have p lenty of 
food. B u t in  case of attack we are 
not sure we can get to  it . ”

As Good a System as Any —
Star-gazing is becoming a popular 
way of try in g  to figu re  the stock 
m arket says the A p r il 16 W a ll  
Street Journal. I t  reports: “ Zolar 
. . . says sales of his annual Stock 
M arket Horoscope at $25 each 
jum ped sharply a fte r last M ay’s 
severe stock decline and h it 
2,000 fo r the year.”

Thought fo r  the Week
“ J. Peter Grace, chairman of W. R. Grace &  Company . . . w hich  

has been doing business south of the border fo r 110 years, made i t  clear 
that under present circumstances Am erican priva te  enterprise cannot 
fu l f i l l  its  assigned pa rt in  the A lliance fo r Progress. He said that fear 
of Communist uprisings and government expropria tion have not only 
elim inated any plans tha t Am erican firm s  m ight have had fo r new  
investments in  South Am erica, but have resulted in  a net w ithd raw a l of 
Am erican funds from  the area.”  —  The A p r il 10 Baltim ore Sun.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
A Four-Month Subscription 
To The M ilitan t fo r only $1

Nam e .............................................................................

S tree t .................................................... Zone .............

C ity  .............................................  S ta te  ......................

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity  Place, 
N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y .
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B y J im  Campbell
DETROIT, A p r il 13 —  How long 

can a man be persecuted fo r a l­
leged contempt of Congress based 
on non-cooperation w ith  the House 
Un-Am erican A ctiv ities  Com m it­
tee?

John T. Gojack, a marathon de­
fender of the F irs t Amendment to 
the Constitution, last n igh t at the 
Friday N igh t Socialist Forum  gave 
a sp irited call fo r action to restore 
our eroded liberties. He is w e ll 
qua lified to do so — he has 
fought fo r th is in  the courts fo r 
seven long years. Last M ay the 
U.S. Supreme Court reversed his 
conviction on the ground tha t “ the 
grand ju ry  fa iled to iden tify  the 
subject under congressional in ­
qu iry  at the tim e the witnesses 
were interrogated.”

B u t on Oct- 1 he was re - in ­
dicted and his arraignm ent th is 
year starts a second round in  the 
lprig battle. In  th is long legal fig h t 
he has had the able legal counsel 
of F rank Donner, author of the 
book, The UnAmericans.

John Gojack’s background fits  
h im  w e ll to be a defender in  the 
struggle of w orking-class A m e ri­
cans fo r c iv il, liberties. The son of 
Hungarian im m igrants, he went to 
w ork  early in  the depression at 
a tender age — “ I  never even got 
to high school”  —  at the Delco 
Remy p lant of the General. Motors 
Corp. He helped bring the union 
to tha t p lant and became a union 
leader.

U n til he was forced to quit, 
Gojack was president of D is tric t 
9 of the United E lectrica l Workers, 
expelled from  the CIO in  P h ilip  
M u rra y ’s 1949 purge. “ I  have never 
been a fu ll- t im e  union o ffic ia l. I  
was always elected — and not 
w ithou t opposition,”  he to ld  the 
attentive audience. He gave his 
name unstin ting ly  to every w orthy  
cause. He was one of the f irs t to 
answer, the call to defend the leg­
less veteran, J im  Kutcher, fired  
from  his government job  because 
he was a socialist.

In  his long figh t, Gojack has 
made a considerable investigation 
of HUAC itself. This was the bu r-

UCLA F la tfe e t  Busy

John T. Gojack

den o f his speech. HUAC, he said, 
has become an instrum ent fo r 
regim enting the people, fo r de­
p riv in g  them of the ir constitu­
tiona l rights to fig h t fo r “ social 
progress.”  The “ contempt o f Con­
gress”  law  was passed over 100 
years ago. Yet o f the 69 ind ic t­
ments under this law, 34 have 
taken place since HUAC began its 
activ ities 25 years ago.

I t  is this committee and its Sen­
atoria l counterpart tha t supply the 
u ltra -r ig h t w ith  its character-as- 
sassination propaganda. HUAC has 
published lite ra lly  m illions of 
pieces of lite ra tu re  fo r th is pu r­
pose. Gojack pointed out that last 
year alone 461,000 such pieces 
were mailed out under H U AC ’s 
frank.

Gojack expressed confidence 
tha t a m ilita n t fig h t can be or­
ganized to d rive  these committees 
out' of existence. Such a figh t, he 
declared, w il l  revive the s p ir it of 
struggle fo r a better w orld.

"So in  every ind iv idua l the two  
trends, one towards personal hap­
piness and the other towards un ity , 
w ith  the rest of hum anity, must 
contend w ith  each other." — Sig­
mund Freud (1856-1939)

By Robert Shann
The government of the C arib ­

bean island of Jamaica has brought 
down the heavy hand o f police 
suppression upon the mass move­
ment of the unemployed. Police 
banned a “ hunger march”  o f jo b ­
less called by the Unemployed 
W orkers Council w hich was to 
have been held in  Kingston on 
March 31. Special troops were 
moved into K ingston during  the 
last week in  March to in tim ida te  
the workers and enforce the ban. 
E arlie r in the month Leonard 
Solomon, 26-year-old member of 
the UWC, was arrested on 
trum ped-up charges of sedition.

The Unemployed W orkers Coun­
c il held a mass protest meeting in  
the face of the government’s show 
of force on March 31. Over 4,000 
workers present ra tified  a resolu­
tion declaring: “ Be i t  resolved
that the Unemployed Workers 
Council, having the support of 
hundreds of thousands o f Ja­
maicans, protests against govern­
ment suppression of the rights of 
citizens to peacefully demonstrate 
and express the ir w il l  as a shame­
less . . . suppression of democracy 
and c iv il lib e rty .”

Leonard Solomon was arrested 
on M arch 7. The Government 
claims that he made “ seditious”  re ­
marks at three street meetings 
held by the UWC. A t these meet­
ings Solomon demanded tha t the 
government take steps to deal w ith  
the nation ’s severe unemployment 
problem.

The condition of the Jamaican 
people is c ritica l. A lthough the 
island was granted po litica l in ­
dependence from  B rita in  last 
August, i t  is s till dominated eco­
nom ically by B ritish  and A m eri­
can capitalists, who siphon o ff the 
wealth of the country. Just as in 
the nearby Caribbean and Central 
American countries, im peria lism  
has meant poverty fo r the people.

Jamaica has a population of
1.700.000. O f the w ork  force of
700.000, there are 300,000 unem­
ployed or underemployed liv in g  
at a near-starvation level.

A t present 45 per cent of the 
country ’s fa rm  lands are owned

By Bennett Tangen
LOS ANGELES — Two repre­

sentatives of the adm inistration of 
the U n ive rs ity  of C a liforn ia  at 
Los Angeles adm itted th is week 
that they had assigned p la in ­
clothes detectives to attend a num ­
ber of lectures sponsored by stu­
dent clubs.

The revelation came out of an 
A p r il 5 meeting held by the cam­
pus chapter of the Young Socialist 
A lliance at w hich V. T. Lee of the 
F a ir P lay fo r Cuba Committee 
was speaking on “ Cuba— 1963.”  
D uring  the meeting a lis t was c ir­
culated in  the audience of 100 peo­
ple fo r the names of those w ish­
ing  to receive m ailed announce­
ments of fu tu re  lectures. A  p la in ­
clothes detective, la te r identified 
as O ffice r Gufston of the campus 
police, stopped the lis t when i t  
came to h im  and, witnesses state, 
copied the 22 names and addresses 
on it. The lis t was understood to 
be confidentia l and solely the 
property of the sponsoring organ­
isation.

When questioned a fte r the meet­
ing, Gufston explained his action 
to Leslie Evans, the chairman of 
the meeting, by saying he “ wanted 
to see who is interested in  these 
things.”  When asked to re tu rn  the 
cbpy of the lis t, he refused. Gufs­
ton refused also to give his name, 
bu t described him self as a mem­
ber of the campus police.

Evans went im m ediate ly to the 
Student A c tiv ities  O ffice and spoke

w ith  Thomas J. Scully, Assistant 
Dean of Students. Scully adm itted 
tha t his department had assigned 
plainclothes police to the meeting, 
but denied tha t they had been 
authorized to “ get names.”  He 
stated tha t the detective “ was not 
doing our bidding, bu t he may 
have been doing someone else’s 
b idding — possibly the F B I.”  He 
adm itted that the un ive rs ity  em­
ploys tw o fu ll- t im e  plainclothes 
“ detectives,”  bu t refused to give 
any explanation of th is except to 
indicate tha t they are frequently 
assigned to attend “ controversial 
meetings.”

Admissions by Dean
The Dean of Men, Adolph B rug- 

ger, was called in  and he admitted 
jo in t responsib ility w ith  Scully fo r 
the presence of the plainclothes- 
men. He also denied having au­
thorized Gufston to get names. 
Brugger explained that he “ already 
knew the names of a ll the people 
tha t attend your meetings,”  bu t 
he declined to give any source fo r 
his in form ation. He w ent on to 
say tha t i f  the adm inistration 
wanted the names of people a t­
tending a meeting, they would not 
act as “ c lum sily”  as Gufston but 
w ould have “ m icro film ed the lis t 
or photographed the people leav­
ing and had them identified .”  He 
did not comment on whether these 
were the methods used to learn 
the names of “ a ll the people who 
attend”  YSA meetings, in fo rm a-

IN  P A T H  O F B U LLD O ZE R . These children live in  shantytown in  
Kingston, capital of new ly independent Jamaica. B ut homes their 
squatter parents put up are being bulldozed by government w ith ­
out any new housing being made available fo r them. Though 
homes are shacks w ithout plum bing or u tilities they at least 
provided shelter.

Snoopers Assigned to Student Meetings
tion  which he claimed to possess.

Brugger agreed to attem pt to re ­
cover the copy of the m a iling  lis t 
bu t refused to make a public 
statement repudiating these m eth­
ods of police surveillance and in ­
tim idation. He stated that no o r­
ganization “ has the r ig h t to ask a 
policeman to leave a meeting held 
on un ive rs ity  property even i f  he 
is seen copying a m ailing  lis t.”

On A p r il 10, M r. Evans went 
to the campus Police Headquarters 
fo r an in te rv iew  w ith  Captain 
Boyd Lynn, and met Detective 
Gufston in  the hall. When asked 
again fo r his name, he gave the 
false name of Reynolds, bu t was 
identified  a few minutes la ter by 
Captain Lynn by his rig h t name: 
Gufston. In  the in terview , Lynn 
stated tha t his department worked 
frequently  w ith  the F B I and other 
state and federal police agencies, 
but said he knew nothing of any 
m ailing  lis t. When asked w hat his 
men did besides attend student 
meetings, he said evasively, 
“ many, many things,”  bu t d id not 
elaborate.

This is not the only incident of 
surveillance of student groups in 
the last few weeks. The last mem­
bership meeting of P latform , the 
student po litica l party at UCLA, 
was held outdoors on the lawn in 
the Hyde Park free-speech area. 
A  man w ith  a camera was seen 
photographing the meeting, bu t he 
escaped before he could be ques­
tioned.

by 350 people — equivalent to 
eight-tenths of one per cent of the 
fa rm ing population. On the other 
hand, 77 per cent o f those en­
gaged in  fa rm ing  own only 14 per 
cent of the land. The in fan t m or­
ta lity  rate is staggeringly high.

Some 300,000 fam ilies are in 
need of houses. The situation is 
so bad that many fam ilies set up 
shacks on vacant land. On March 
6, according to the Kingston news­
paper, the Star, the government 
bull-dozed 56 of these squatters’ 
huts, and gave notice to 100 other 
fam ilies tha t the Departm ent of 
Housing w il l  soon demolish the ir 
humble homes.

Against th is background of ex­
treme poverty and explo itation the 
Unemployed W orkers Council was 
bom  in May 1962. The Council 
began in  West K ingston in  the 
struggle of the unemployed against 
the government’s practice of p o lit­
ical d iscrim ination in the h iring  
of labor at an o il re fine ry  project.

The corrupt po litica l parties 
used the existence of mass unem­
ploym ent to buy votes from  the 
hungry jobless in  granting the 
jobs available at the project. A  
whole series of m ilita n t actions 
and demonstrations by the UWC, 
which were attacked by the police, 
forced some concessions from  the 
government.

In  carry ing out the fig h t at the 
o il re finery, pro ject the UWC 
reached out fo r support among 
the unemployed nationally. This 
in tu rn  led i t  to form ulate a p ro ­
gram fo r a general solution of 
unemployment across the whole 
island. And the UWC became the 
spearhead of action by the jobless.

The “ hunger march”  organized 
by the UWC was called to demand 
the end to unemployment on a 
national scale. Thousands of lea f­
lets were d istributed in  the slums, 
and huge signs painted on the 
walls a ll over K ingston called fo r 
the march. The prospect o f tens of 
thousands of angry jobless massed 
in protest panicked the govern­
ment and the march was banned 
and the troops called in.

The UWC called upon students, 
intellectuals, and democratic forces 
to support the workers in opposing 
the undemocratic acts of the gov­
ernment. In  a leaflet ca lling fo r a 
c iv il- lib e rtie s  committee in  de­
fense of democracy, the UWC said

that government suppression “ is 
taking place because o f the gov­
ernm ent’s fa ilu re  to resolve the 
socio-economic problems w ith in  
the country . . . since repression 
is becoming the Government’s 
only answer to the . . . problems.”

Sobell in New Bid 
To Supreme Court

W ASHINGTO N, D.C. —  The 
United States Supreme Court has 
been asked by M orton Sobell to 
break w ith  past refusals to hear 
his case and review it  fo r the firs t 
time. Sobell, in  his th irteen th  year 
in  federal prison, is ba ttling  to 
prove his innocence on a charge 
of “ conspiracy to com m it espio­
nage.”

Review has never been granted 
to any part o f Sobell’s case or that 
of E thel and Ju lius Rosenberg, 
w ith  whom he was tried  in  1951, 
and who were executed ten years 
ago next June. The Supreme Court 
has repeatedly ru led tha t no in ­
ference can be draw n from  its 
refusal to review.

The Supreme C ourt ru led in 
1957 in  the Grünewald tax case, 
overrid ing  the same Appeals 
Court, tha t i t  is u n fa ir fo r a pros­
ecutor to prejudice the case against 
a defendant by im p ly ing  the de­
fendant was un trus tw orthy  fo r 
having previously re lied on the 
F ifth  Amendment to the Constitu­
tion. This was done repeatedly in 
cross-examination of E thel Rosen­
berg.

Sobell, who has repeatedly de­
nied any partic ipation in  espio­
nage, is imprisoned in  A tlan ta  
Federal Penitentiary

The Rosenberg-Sobell espionage 
frameup was the high po in t of 
the McCarthy w itch -hun t hysteria 
of a decade ago. M orton Sobell 
has been figh ting  fo r justice ever 
since. A  meeting sponsored by the 
Committee to Secure Justice fo r 
M orton Sobell w il l  be held June 
19 — jus t ten years a fte r the ex­
ecution of Ju lius and Ethel Rosen­
berg —  at Carnegie H a ll in  New 
York. The committee’s address is 
940 Broadway, N. Y. 10, phone: 
A L  4-9983.

First-Amendment Victim Urges 
Renewed Fight Against HUAC Ban ‘Hunger March’ of Jamaica Jobless


