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B y  W il l ia m  B u n d y
A P R IL  24 —  The K ennedy ad­

m in is tra t io n  is pe rs is ting  in  its  
s tra tegy o f t r y in g  to  destroy the 
Cuban Rev o lu tio n  b u t i t  is  m ov­
in g  m ore cau tiou s ly  than  before 
and has a p pa ren tly  ru le d  ou t the 
idea o f ano the r invas ion  in  the  
near fu tu re . T h is  changé in  p o lic y  
was analyzed b y  Cuban P rim e  
M in is te r F id e l Castro in  a speech 
de live red  on the  second a n n iv e r­
sary o f the  v ic to ry  ove r the K e n ­
nedy-o rgan ized  invas ion  a t P laya 
G iron .

The new  p o lic y  was also sum ­
med up b y  U. S. A tto rn e y  G en­
era l R obert F. Kennedy in  an 
A p r i l  22 speech in  N ew  Y o rk . 
“ W e can’t  ju s t snap ou r fing e rs  
and m ake Castro go aw ay,”  was 
Robert K en ne dy ’s agon iz ing re ­
appra isa l. “ B u t w e can f ig h t  fo r  
th is ,”  he con tinued , “ we can de­
d ica te  a ll ou r energy and best 
possible b ra in s  to th a t e f fo r t .”

T w o  measures are c u rre n tly  be­
in g  taken open ly  in  “ th a t e ffo r t . ”  
1) The U.S. is ask ing the  O rgan­
iza tion  o f A m erican  States to  im ­
pose a com ple te econom ic em ­
bargo on Cuba. 2) T he  U.S. and 
L a t in  A m erican  governm ents

K e n n e d y

unde r its  in flue nce  have begun 
to  en force a series o f th o u g h t- 
con tro l measures, such as ban­
n in g  books and m agazines and 
p re ve n tin g  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f pe­
rio d ica ls  w h ic h  c a rry  te x ts  o f 
Cuban statem ents. The U.S. gov­
e rnm ent, de fender o f the “ free 
w o r ld ,”  is m o rta lly  a fra id  o f the 
free  c irc u la tio n  in  L a t in  A m erica  
o f ideas fro m  re v o lu tio n a ry  Cuba.

C astro ’s A p r i l  20 speech was a 
devasta ting  c r it iq u e  o f the e n tire  
K ennedy reco rd  on Cuba. He 
analyzed the B ay o f Pigs invasion, 
dec la ring  th a t i t  had n o t fa ile d  be­
cause o f poor m il i ta r y  p la n n in g  o r 
the  a lleged lack  o f a ir  cover. The 
essentia l reason fo r  its  fa ilu re , 
said Castro, was the s u p e rio r ity  of 
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ora le  to  th a t o f the 
m ercenaries. He said, how ever, 
th a t the  s itua tion  had been e x ­
tre m e ly  dangerous fo r  re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  Cuba and he cred ited  the 
U.S. p lanners o f the invas ion  w ith  
kn o w in g  th e ir  business m il i ta r i ly .

Sought Beachhead
Castro says the  U.S. p lanners 

never labored unde r the  illu s io n  
th a t the  re v o lu tio n a ry  m il it ia  
w o u ld  collapse. T hey  expected 
o n ly  to  secure a beachhead, land 
a c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  “ govern ­
m en t,”  recognize it ,  and then  con­
duc t a b loody w a r o f a ttr it io n . 
This, th e y  hoped, w o u ld  a t least 
stop the  progress o f the re v o lu ­
tion .

T h e ir  p lans w e n t a w ry , ho w ­
ever, because they underestim ated 
the  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ora le, w h ich  
had caused the  Cubans to  be be t­
te r  tra in e d  tha n  expected and to 
f ig h t  sooner, h a rd e r and be tte r 
than  the  m ercenaries, whose m ora le  
was “ d ism a l.”  The U.S. p lanners, 
said Castro, had to  ask themselves 
“ w h a t happened?”

T he Cuban p rim e  m in is te r 
took u p  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  
leader José M ir ó Cardona’s reve ­
la tio n  th a t P res iden t K ennedy, in  
a conference w ith  h im  A p r i l  10, 
1962, had prom ised ano the r in ­
vasion in c lu d in g  U.S. troops. M iró  
C ardona quoted K ennedy as say­
in g  the  “ p rob lem  is essentia lly  
m il i ta ry  and re q u ir in g  s ix  d iv i­
sions.”

Castro said these plans w ere  
know n  to  the  Cuban governm ent 
as w e ll as to  the  S ov ie t U n ion . 
H e  declared: “ T here fore , in  the 
m on th  o f June —  th a t is tw o  
m onths a fte r the  las t in te rv ie w  
m entioned b y  M iró  Cardona —  
conversations w ere  begun between 
the representatives o f the Cuban 
and S oviet governm ents w ith  re ­
spect to  th is . A n d  the  measures 

(Continued on Page 3)

B y  T o m  K e r r y
I t  took the p rice -goug ing  steel 

tycoons e xa c tly  one yea r to  dem ­
onstra te tha t, so fa r  as A m erican  
b ig  business is concerned, P res i­
dent John F. K ennedy is a “ paper 
t ig e r.”  H is  ro a r o f d isapprova l last 
yea r w hen U.S. Steel announced 
an “ across-the-board”  p rice  h ike  
a fte r  the S tee lw orkers un ion  had 
been bam boozled in to  s ign ing  a 
no-w age-increase con tract, was 
m uted  to a k itte n is h  p u r r  fo llo w ­
in g  the recent announcem ent o f 
“ se lective”  p rice  increases by  one 
o f the sm a lle r steel corpora tions.

To Kennedy, the “ g ia n t-k i l le r , ”  
i t  was a ll a m a tte r o f t im in g  and 
te rm ino logy . The steel barons a r­
ranged the  t im in g  and K ennedy 
p rov ided  the te rm ino logy . A s one 
case-hardened com m entator, John 
M . Lee, w r i t in g  in  the fin a n c ia l 
page o f the A p r i l  21 New  Y o rk  
Tim es p u t i t :  Steel Prices S a il Sea 
o f Semantics. “ M any jokes,”  Lee 
recalled, “ have been made about 
the  w ords and phrases th a t have 
come in to  vogue w ith  the  K e n ­
nedy A d m in is tra tio n , w ords lik e

‘v ia b le ’ and ‘v ig o r ’ and ‘m ake a 
ju d g m e n t.’

“ There  was,”  he added, “ a new 
w o rd  in  fash ion la s t w eek. B y  
ta k in g  i t  se rious ly  the steel in du s­
t r y  was ab le to  e ffec t the  f ir s t  
p rice  increase on a g roup  o f p ro d ­
ucts since 1958 . . .

“ The w o rd ,”  he goes on, “ is 
‘selected,’ as in  ‘selected p rice  
changes.’ There is no precise de f­
in it io n  o f the  w o rd  as i t  was be ing 
used. B u t W ebster says th a t ‘se­
lected ’ means ‘chosen fro m  a n u m ­
ber,’ and th is  concept o f some­
th in g  less than  the  to ta l seems to 
be the key.

“ The w o rd  ‘selected’ was no t 
used by  W hee ling  Steel C o rpo ra ­
tio n  w hen i t  k icke d  o f f  the  la test 
p rice  rise  w ith  a surp rise  an­
nouncem ent on Tuesday n ig h t, 
A p r i l  9. W hee ling  said s im p ly  th a t 
i t  was ra is in g  prices on a group 
o f steel products now  in  strong  
dem and.”

I t  was Kennedy w h o  p rom pted 
the actors in  the p la y  w ith  h is an ­
nouncem ent tw o  days la te r  en­
do rs ing “ selected p rice  adust-

E ugene  V . Debs

A n o th e r  M a y  D a y  app roaches. T h is  h o lid a y  o f  th e  in te rn a ­
t io n a l w o r k in g  class, con ce ived  in  th e  s tru g g le  o f  A m e r ic a n  u n ­
ions  f o r  th e  e ig h t-h o u r  w o rk d a y ,  is  n o w  77 y e a rs  o ld . I t  w i l l  be 
c e le b ra te d  a l l  o v e r th e  w o r ld  —  n e ith e r  C h r is tm a s , R a m a d a n , o r  
a n y  o th e r  h o lid a y , re l ig io u s  o r  secu la r, com m a n d s  such u n iv e rs a l 
obse rvance .

In  C h in a  an d  th e  S o v ie t-b lo c  n a tio n s , i t  w i l l  be  m a rk e d  b y
hu ge  o f f ic ia l  pa rades. B u t  m a n y  
in  those  pa rades , w h i le  su b ­
s c r ib in g  h e a r t i ly  to  th e  o f f ic ia l  
speeches a b o u t d e fe n d in g  th e  
econom ic  conquests  o f  th e  r e v ­
o lu t io n ,  w i l l  see in  th e  h o lid a y  
a s y m b o l o f  s o m e th in g  u n m e n ­
t io n e d  b y  th e  speechm akers . 
F o r  th e m , as th e  a r t ic le  o n  
Y e v tu s h e n k o  in  th is  issue show s, 
M a y  D a y  w i l l  s p u r  t h e ir  e f ­
fo r ts  to  re c a p tu re  a n d  e x te n d  
th e  re v o lu t io n ’s o r ig in a l p ro m ­
ise o f w o rk e rs ’ d e m o c ra c y  an d  
ju s tic e .

U n d o u b te d ly  th e  m o s t h e a r t ­
fe l t  c e le b ra tio n s  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  
in  A lg e r ia  an d  C u ba . In  th e  
fo rm e r ,  th e  re c e n t im p o r ta n t  
m easures o f  s o c ia liz a t io n  g iv e  
th e  masses hope  th a t  th e  A ra b  
R e v o lu t io n  is  a t la s t on  th e  h ig h ­
ro a d  o f s o c ia lism . In  C uba , th a t  
r e v o lu t io n a ry  beacon o f p rog ress  
fo r  a l l  L a t in  A m e r ic a , th e  w o r k ­
ers  an d  cam pes inos  w i l l  ce le ­

b ra te  th e ir  c o n t in u in g  v ic to r y  a g a in s t th e  colossus o f  th e  c a p ita l is t  
w o r ld .

M a y  D a y  m e e tin g s  h e re  w i l l  be s m a ll b u t  n o  less m e a n in g ­
f u l  th e re b y . S o c ia lis t ideas a n d  id e a ls , w h ic h  in s p ire d  h u n d re d s  
o f  th o u sa n d s  o f A m e r ic a n  w o rk e rs  in  th e  d a ys  o f  E ug en e  V . 
Debs, w h e n  c a p ita l is m ’s fu tu r e  w a s  less o b v io u s ly  c lo u d e d , w i l l  
s t i r  A m e r ic a n  w o rk e rs  in  even  g re a te r  n u m b e rs  in  th e  cou rse  
o f  th e  p a ro x y s m s  to  com e.

F o r  th e  w o rk e rs ’ s tru g g le , w h ic h  M a y  D a y  sym b o lize s , is  
m a n k in d ’s s tru g g le  in  o u r  epoch  to  ad van ce  a n d  becom e t r u ly  
c iv i l iz e d  —  to  en d  w a r, ra c ism , p o v e r ty  an d  in ju s t ic e  —  a n d  as 
such  i t  is  n o t o n ly  ir re p re s s ib le  b u t  u n c o n q u e ra b le .

M c D o n a ld

m ents”  as “ n o t in com p a tib le  w ith ­
in  a fra m e w o rk  o f genera l s ta b ility  
and steel p rice  s ta b ility .”  H a v in g  
rece ived th e ir  cue fro m  the  ch ie f 
p ro m p te r h im se lf, the cast p ro ­
ceeded to g ive  a m em orab le p e r­
form ance.

“ A n  announcem ent M onday b y  
the R epub lic  S teel C o rpo ra tion ,”  
reports  Lee, “ said i t  was m a k in g  
‘se lective price  increases.’ The 
U n ited  States Steel C o rpo ra tion  
took up  the phrase on Tuesday.”  
T h a t settled the m a tte r. W ith  U.S. 
Steel ta k in g  the cen ter o f the  stage 
a ll the others fe l l  in  lin e . The 
“ selected”  p rice  increases w ere  re ­
arranged to  f i t  the  p a tte rn  set by  
U.S. Steel and thus became gen­
era l fo r  the  e n tire  in d u s try .

A  H oax
K ennedy ’s cyn ica l w o rd - ju g ­

g lin g  is designed to pe rpe tra te , a 
hoax on the  A m erican  pub lic . 
“ S e lective”  p r ic in g  in  the  steel in ­
d u s try  is a crude joke . Steel is  an 
o ligopo ly , th a t is, a m onopo ly 
ca rried  on by a few  com panies 
w o rk in g  together, w h ic h  operates 
unde r a system o f adm in is te red  
prices —  th a t is, f ix e d  prices. Re­
peated governm ent a n t i- tru s t  suits, 
severa l o f w h ic h  are now  in  p ro ­
gress, have fa ile d  to a lte r  the 
m onopo ly p rice  pa tte rn . R icha rd  
E. M ooney com m ents in  the A p r i l  
21 , N . Y .  T im es:

“ S teel is  an id e n tica l p rice  in ­
du s try . A l l  com panies charge the 
same fo r  com parable products. I t  
has been custom ary fo r  the  indus­
t r y  to announce s im u ltaneous p rice  
increases on a l l products —  one 
com pany, o ften  U.S. Steel, lead ing  
the w ay, and the others fo llo w in g  
fast. There  w ere  ten genera l in ­
creases fro m  1947 th ro u g h  1958, 
then none u n t il las t y e a r’s cele­
b ra ted  increase and re trea t.

“ Betw een genera l announce­
m ents,”  M ooney adds, “ the re  is 
fre q u e n t p rice  change on in d iv id ­
ua l products, som etim es in  thè  
p rice  itse lf, som etim es in  d is ­
counts o r in  w h o  pays the  fre ig h t. 
These are ca lled  s e l e c t i v e  
changes.”

T he re in  lies the nu b  o f the  
question. W he th e r “ across-the- 
board”  o r “ selective ,”  p rice  
changes in  the steel in d u s try  fo l­
lo w  a tra d itio n a l p a tte rn  w h ic h  
w i l l  no t be a lte red  by  the  m ere 
ju g g lin g  o f w ords. The p ro fit-h o g s  
o f W ashington and W a ll S tree t are 
no t taken in , b u t the g u llib le  p u b - 
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Kennedy 'Paper Tiger' When 
He Faces the Steel Barons

Miss. Racists Can 
Count on Kennedy

By Fred Halstead
A P R IL  23 —  P res iden t John 

F. K en ne dy ’s contem ptuous d is­
m issa l o f the  fed e ra l C iv il R igh ts  
Com m ission’s recom m endation fo r  
action  on M iss iss ipp i places the 
Negro s trugg le  fo r  equal r ig h ts  be­
fo re  an im p o rta n t decision.

The C om m ission’s A p r i l  17 re ­
p o rt said: “ C itizens o f the  U n ite d  
States have been shot, set upon 
by  v ic ious  dogs, beaten and o th e r­
w ise  te rro rize d  because they  
sought to  vote .”  I t  even conta ined 
a note o f personal u rgency: “ The 
home o f the V ice  C ha irm an of 
the State A d v is o ry  C om m ittee  to 
th is  Com m ission has been bom ­
bed. A n o th e r m em ber and h is 
w ife  w e re  ja ile d  on tru m p e d -u p  
charges a fte r th e ir  hom e had been 
d e file d .”

The Com m ission urged the 
p res iden t to  consider w ith h o ld in g  
fed e ra l funds  fro m  M iss iss ipp i 
u n t il state o ff ic ia ls  stopped v io la t­
in g  the  fede ra l cons titu tion .

K en ne dy ’s answer A p r i l  19 
showed m uch m ore sym pa thy  fo r  
the M iss iss ipp i rac is ts  th a n  fo r  
the  m em bers o f the  com m ission. 
H e f la t ly  declared he d id n ’t  th in k  
the fede ra l governm ent should take 
such coercive measures. To top  i t  
o ff, he be trayed  a b ias to w a rd  the 
rac is ts  b y  saying: “ I  hope the 
people o f M iss iss ipp i w o u ld  re ­
cognize the  assets th a t come w ith  
the un ion  as w e ll as w h a t the y  
m ay fee l [a re ] the disadvantages 
o f l iv in g  up  to  the  co n s titu tio n .”

F o r Kennedy, the  rac is ts  are the 
people o f M iss iss ipp i! W h a t about 
the  n e a rly  h a lf  the  po pu la tio n  
w h ic h  is Negro? W ha t abou t the 
thousands o f w h ites  opposed to the 
system  b u t te rro rized  in to  silence? 
W ha t about the  M iss iss ipp i m em ­
bers o f the  fed e ra l com m ission i t ­
self?

T he  p o lic y  o f t r y in g  to  advance 
the m ovem ent w ith in  the  con tex t 
o f sup po rting  the ad m in is tra tio n  
and “ the estab lishm ent”  has 
reached an impasse. I t  w i l l  take 

(Continued on Page 6)
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Castro Analyzes Shift 
In U.S. Line on Cuba
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‘Solid Gold Publishers’ Get a Lesson
... Kennedy and Steel Barons

C L E V E L A N D  —  W ha t w ere  the 
n e t resu lts  and the  ch ie f lessons 
o f the  126-day s tr ik e  and lo ckou t 
a t C leve land ’s tw o  d a ily  newspa­
pers w h ic h  ended A p r i l  4?

A cco rd in g  to  an A p r i l  6 a rtic le  
in  the  s tr ik e -b o rn  d a ily  Cleveland  
Record, the  shu t-d ow n  “ cost the 
tw o  newspapers an estim ated $19 
m il l io n  in  los t business alone and 
id le d  some 2,400 un ion  newspaper 
em ployes w ho  lo s t an estim ated 
$2.6 m il l io n  in  wages and salaries.”

(These figu res  should be m od­
if ie d  to  some e x te n t by  the  s tr ik e  
insurance co llected b y  the pu b ­
lishers , abou t w h ic h  the re  was a 
com ple te b la cko u t o f in fo rm a tio n , 
and by  s tr ik e  bene fits  pa id  to  th e ir  
m em bers b y  some un ions.)

The s tr ik e ’s m ost s ig n ifica n t 
resu lt, how ever, was n o t c ited  in  
the  Record  a rtic les  o r in  the 
ab undan t ra d io  and te lev is ion  
com m ent o r in  the tw o  newspa­
pers since they resum ed p u b lic a ­
t io n  A p r i l  8. T h a t m ost im p o rta n t 
p o in t is th a t the  un ions made 
gains —  bo th  econom ica lly  and in  
p re se rv in g  them selves fro m  the 
em p loyers ’ a ttem pts to  emas­
cu la te  them  —  th a t the y  cou ld 
n o t have made w ith o u t a s trike .

The economic package fo r  
w h ic h  the  un ions settled ranged 
f ro m  $10, w h ic h  m ost accepted, 
to  the  $13.95 o f the  p rin te rs . T h is  
was abou t tw ic e  the  pu b lishe rs ’

C H IC A G O  
"C O M E  TO CUBA" —  W e know you 

can't actually go. but you can vicari­
ously travel there with V. T. Lee, nat'I 
director, Fair Play for Cuba Comm., 
and Dick Fidler, University of Toronto 
student, both of whom recently re­
turned from Cuba. Fri., May 3, 8 p.m. 
promptly. Altgeld Hall, 430 South 
Michigan Ave.

•
CLEVELAND 

The Offensive Against Labor. Speaker, 
Richard B. Tussey. Sun., May 5, 7:30 
p.m. Eugene V. Debs Hall, 5927 Euclid 
Ave. Ausp. Cleveland Militant Forum.

•
DETROIT

An eye-witness report on Cuba by
a recent visitor. Sat., May 4, 8 p.m. 
Debs Hall, 3737 Woodward.

•
LOS ANGELES 

May Day Dinner-Meeting. Wendell 
Phillips, chairman. Rose Karsner: W om ­
en in May Day Struggles." Milton 
Alvin: "The Moscow-Peking Dispute and 
International Socialism." Sat., May 4, 
from 6 p.m. Dinner at 7. Meeting, 8:30. 
Forum Hall, 1702 East 4th St. Contrib. 
$2.50 (students, $1.50). Meeting only, 
$1 (students, 50c). Ausp. M ilitant Labor 
Forum.

•
NEWARK  

Black Revolt in America. Speaker, 
Leroy McRae, national organizational 
secretary, Young Socialist Alliance. Fri., 
May 3, 8 p.m. L & G  Bldg., 110 Clinton 
Ave. Chairman, Murray Zuckoff, Socialist 
Workers candidate for state senator. 
Contrib. $1 (students, 50c). Ausp. M ili­
tant Labor Forum and Young Socialist 
Alliance.

•
NEW  YORK  

Gus Sedares, chairman of the Federa­
tion of Union Representatives and a 
leader of Citizens Committee for a $1.50 
Minimum W age, speaks on W hat H ap­
pened to the $1.50 Minimum W age? A  
report on the plight of New York's most 
exploited workers. Fri., M ay 3, 8:30 
p.m. 116 University PI. Contrib. $1 (stu­
dents, 50c). Ausp. Militant Labor 
Forum.

*  *  *

M A Y DAY DANCE presented by 
Labor Negro Vanguard Conference.
Sat., May 4, I I p.m.-3 a.m. Skyline 
Ballroom, Hotel Theresa, 125th St. & 
7th Ave. Advance contrib. $2, at door 
$2.50. For table and ticket reservations, 
in New Jersey, 243-7082. In New York. 
EN 9-4333. Jersey City, HE 4-0003.

•
O AKLAND  

LAND REFORM: Capitalist and So­
cialist. A  comparison of 23 years of 
Mexico's land reform with four years 
of Cuba's. Speakers: Saul Landau, Edi­
tor, Studies on the Left. Larry Schumm, 
Chairman, Berkeley Young Socialist A l­
liance. Fri., May 3, 8 p.m. 563 16th St. 
Contrib. $1 (students, 50c). Ausp. M ili­
tant Labor Forum.

E lm e r B row n

in it ia l o ffe r, and m ore than  h a lf 
the  u n io n ’s o r ig in a l demands.

B u t despite the fee lin g  th a t the 
s tr ik e  “ was w o rth  i t , ”  the re  is 
considerab le ra n k -a n d - f ile  c r it ic ­
ism  o f the settlem ent. The p r in t ­
ers, la rgest and m ost so lid  un ion  
invo lved , ra t if ie d  th e ir  con tract by  
a vote o f 339 to 286 fo llo w in g  
m a jo r ity  and m in o r ity  reports  of 
the  scale com m ittee  and exhaus­
t iv e  debate.

C ritic ism s  centered c h ie f ly  on 
the unequa l e ffects o f the fr in g e  
benefits, such as hosp ita liza tion , 
sickness and accident paym ents, 
re tire m e n t fu n d  and re tro a c tiv ity  
clause. O b jections w ere  also voiced 
to  extension o f the  c o n tra c t- 
te rm in a tio n  date fro m  Sept. 30 to 
Nov. 30 and fa ilu re  to  w in  any 
reduc tion  in  the  num be r o f hours, 
w h ic h  rem a ins 7% fo r  day w o rk , 
71/4 fo r  n igh ts  and 7 hours fo r  
the  lobs te r sh ift.

M a jo r  weakness o f the  se ttle ­
m ent, how ever, and th is  was em ­
phasized by  the d issen ting  m em ­
be r o f IT U  Lo ca l 53’s ne go tia ting  
com m ittee , Jacob M . Shah in ian, 
was the fa ilu re  to m ake a b igger 
dent in  the  wage gap between the 
C leve land p r in te rs ’ scale and th a t 
in  o ther m a jo r cities.

The C leveland Press and The  
P la in  D ea le r are “ so lid  go ld  p u b ­
lishers ,”  he po in ted  out, “ tw o  o f 
the  fa tte s t cats in  the w o r ld .”  
T hey  are in  a p a r t ic u la r ly  ad­
vantageous p ro f i t  pos ition  —  w ith  
th e ir  re la t iv e ly  h ig h -p ric e d  pa­
pers, h igh  adve rtis ing  rates, new  
b u ild in g s  and equ ipm en t and com ­
p le te  m onopo ly o f the  d a ily  new s­
paper f ie ld  in  an area o f a m il -  
l io n -a n d -a -h a lf  po pu la tio n  —  and 
can w e ll a ffo rd  to  pay a scale as 
h igh  as any.

The mood o f the  p r in te rs  and 
th e ir  deep-seated resentm ent 
against any in te rfe rence  in  th e ir  
a ffa irs  b y  outsiders was sha rp ly  
expressed b y  an in c id e n t th a t 
occurred as th e  A p r i l  4 o v e rflo w  
m ee ting  began to  consider the  
negotia ted agreem ent.

Loca l 53 P res iden t C lif fo rd  C. 
H ilp e r t  had announced th a t on ly  
un ion  m em bers w ere  p e rm itte d  to 
attend. H e read the re p o rt o f the  
scale com m ittee  and the secre tary 
proceeded to  read th e  agree­
m ent.

Suddenly, fro m  the  rea r, some 
m em bers began to  shout th a t a 
s tranger w ith  a tape reco rde r was 
in  th e ir  m ids t. A  w ave o f in ­
d ign a tion  sw ept the  room , the  
proceedings w ere  stopped, and the 
in tru d e r  was hustled  to  the  speak­
ers’ p la tfo rm , w here  h is  tape was 
rem oved fro m  the recorder. In  
response to  demands th a t he be 
com pelled to  id e n tify  h im se lf, he 
was placed be fore  the  m icrophone, 
w here  he gave h is  name and th a t 
o f the  loca l ra d io  sta tion  w h ic h  
em ploys h im .

He was then ousted.
A  W a ll S tree t J o u rn a l re p o rte r 

fle d  fro m  an uppe r ba lcony w hen 
he was discovered and the re  was 
a fu r th e r  de lay w h ile  the  ho te l 
m anagem ent was d irec ted  to  re ­
m ove a m icrophone discovered 
hang ing  fro m  the ce iling .

The m em bersh ip  was de te r­

m ined  to  have a free  and f u l l  d is ­
cussion w ith o u t the  pressure o f 
T V , rad io  and o ther outside in te r ­
ference.

Discussion on the p r in te rs ’ con­
tra c t was as free  and dem ocra tic 
as anyone cou ld w ish . F in a lly  the 
IT U  rep resen ta tive  w ho  had as­
sisted in  nego tia tions answered a 
nu m be r o f questions ra ised in  the 
discussion. He made i t  c lear tha t 
in  h is op in ion  the  con trac t be­
fo re  them  was “ w h a t is a tta in ­
ab le”  w ith  the g iven re la tionsh ip  
o f forces.

Even as the  long, secret v o t­
in g  proceeded —  the p r in te rs ’ 
tra d it io n a l casting o f b lack  or 
w h ite  ba lls  in to  the b a llo t box —  
intense discussion con tinued a ll 
over the room.

The C leveland Record, w h ich  
had pub lished 55 issues, c irc u la t­
in g  5,500,000 copies in  its  e leven- 
week existence, closed on A p r i l  6.

Some o f the  p r in te rs , however, 
f ir s t  attended an IT U  reg iona l 
sem inar w here  they m et w ith  
IT U  P resident E lm e r B ro w n  and 
o the r m em bers o f the  executive  
council. C o n tra ry  to  rum ors  th a t 
the lo p  brass o f the  IT U  had come 
to C leveland to  p u t pressure on 
Loca l 53 to  end the s trike , the 
sem inar was an educa tional con­
ference, the 30th he ld in  the U n it ­
ed States and Canada in  the past 
fe w  years, and had been scheduled 
by  the C leveland loca l long  before 
the s trike .

C h ie f conclusions abou t the 
s tr ik e  d if fe r  a long class lines. The 
publishers, M ayo r R a lph  S. Locher 
(w h o  p layed  a ro le  s im ila r  to  tha t 
o f W agner in  N ew  Y o rk ) ,  and 
loca l business and in d u s try  spokes­
men are seeking means to  p re ­
ve n t such s trikes  in  the  fu tu re .

U n ion  leaders, on the  o ther 
hand, are th in k in g  o f f in d in g  w ays 
to  m ake a s tr ik e  m ore e ffec tive  
n e x t t im e  one is necessary. A  com ­
m on c o n tra c t-e x p ira tio n  date fo r  
a l l newspaper un ions, s ta rtin g  
nego tia tions e a rlie r and ho ld ing  
m ore frequ en t ba rg a in in g  sessions 
are some o f th e ir  proposals.

M ilita n ts  in  the ra n k  and f i le  
have noted the need fo r  stronger, 
m ore com petent lo ca l leadersh ip ; 
the  im portance  o f s treng then ing  
the s o lid a r ity  o f the  P r in tc ra ft  
U n ity  C ounc il; the  va lue  o f in ­
dependent la bo r negotia tions 
w h ic h  re je c t in te rv e n tio n  b y  so- 
ca lled  “ c itizens com m ittees,”  
w o u ld -b e  a rb itra to rs  and o ther 
fro n ts  fo r  the em ployers.

M il i ta n t  un ion  m em bers also 
learned the  im p o rta n t ro le  o f a 
pu b lica tio n  o f th e ir  ow n, lik e  the 
C leve land Record, as an a lte rna ­
t iv e  news and ad ve rtis ing  m ed ium  
to  f i l l  the  vacuum  le f t  b y  the 
s tru ck  papers and as a source o f 
incom e fo r  s tr ik e  funds.

The Record  also p ro v id e d  an 
exam ple  fo r  s tr ik e rs  and the rest 
o f the co m m u n ity  as w e ll, o f the 
fac tu a l rep o rtin g , ra th e r than 
“ m anaged news,”  w h ic h  is pos­
s ib le  w hen b ig  business and gov­
e rn m en t in terests do no t dom inate  
po licy .

LO S  A N G E LE S  —  Representa­
tives  o f th is  c ity ’s N egro com ­
m u n ity  on M a rch  21 addressed a 
m ee ting  whose purpose was to  ap­
peal to  O h io  Gov. Rhodes to  stop 
the  e x tra d it io n  o f M rs. M ae M a l­
lo ry , on fra m e d -u p  charges, to  
M onroe, N o rth  C aro lina .

Speakers inc luded  John Shabazz 
o f the  B la ck  M uslim s; E a r l W a­
ters, cha irm an  o f Los Angeles 
CORE; Grace Simons, executive  
e d ito r o f the C a lifo rn ia  Eagle; 
F ra n k  W h it le y  o f the A fro -A m e r­
ican H e ritag e  Association; D e lfin o  
V are la , speaking on b e ha lf o f 
M ex ican -A m e rica ns ; H a ro ld  G ra n t 
o f the  C om m ittee  to  A id  the M on ­
roe Defendants; G e n try  W ilson  o f 
th e  M onroe Defense C om m ittee; 
John W ea the rw ax o f the B ry a n t 
F ounda tion ; D r. M arcus M cB room ,

(Continued from  Page 1)
lie  is  foo led b y  K ennedy ’s boob- 
ba it. T h a t’s w h a t makes h im  so 
va luab le  a fro n t m an fo r  the 
m onopolists and th e ir puppets on 
C a p ito l H il l.

Is i t  any w onder then th a t Sen­
a to r B a rry  G o ldw a te r, u n re le n t­
in g  c r it ic  o f the K ennedy A d m in ­
is tra tio n  and id o l o f the  extrem e 
r ig h t w in g  o f ca p ita lis t reaction, 
rises on the f lo o r  o f the  Senate 
to praise “ the P res iden t’s present 
a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the  announced 
steel price  increase.”  A nd , he con­
tinues, “ i t  is to be hoped th a t he 
w i l l  con tinue on th is  en lightened 
t ra i l . ”

W hat G o ld w a te r f ind s  so a d m ir­
ab le in  K en ne dy ’s statem ent, is 
no t on ly  the green lig h t  i t  gives 
fo r  a genera l p rice  increase bu t 
the in c red ib le  adm on ition  i t  con­
ta ins fo r  la b o r to exercise wage 
re s tra in t —  in  the pu b lic  in te rest, 
o f course.

K ennedy ’s s ta tem ent begins w ith  
the ja bb e rw o cky  abou t opposing 
an “ across-the-board  p rice  in ­
crease,”  no t because o f any ques­
tion  o f p r in c ip le  b u t because: “ We 
are in te rested  in  p ro te c ting  the 
A m erican  pu b lic , and i t  is  the  
A m erican  p u b lic  w h ic h  w o u ld  
s u ffe r m ost fro m  a genera l in ­
crease in  steel prices.”  I t  then 
spells ou t concre te ly  w h a t such 
a genera l p rice  increase w o u ld  
mean:

“ S ta b ility ” ?
“ I t  w o u ld  in v ite  ano the r in f la ­

tio n a ry  sp ira l in  place o f the 
present w age -p rice  s ta b ility . I t  
w o u ld  ham per o u r e xp o rt expan­
sion and increase im p o rt com peti­
tion . I t  w o u ld  adverse ly a ffe c t ou r 
ba lance-o f-paym ents  pos ition  on 
w h ic h  ou r w o r ld -w id e  com m it­
m ents depend. I t  w o u ld  reduce the 
gains o f ou r econom ic g ro w th  and 
reduce jo b  op po rtu n itie s  in  th is  
c o u n try .”

K ennedy then expatia tes on 
w h a t th e ir  cou n try  has done fo r  
the  steel stockjobbers in  the past 
year and w h a t i t  in tends to do fo r  
them  in  the c u rre n t yea r: “ T h is  
governm ent in  the past yea r has 
taken m a jo r steps to im p rove  the 
econom ic pos ition  o f the  steel in ­
d u s try  and assist in  its  m odern iza­
tion . D eprec ia tion  and investm en t 
ta x  bene fits  o f some $100 m il lio n  
w ere p rov ided  in  1962 to the  steel 
in d u s try  alone; and its  increased 
cash f lo w  has made possible a 
p lanned increase in  p la n t and 
equ ipm en t in ves tm en t m ore than  
tw ice  the na tio n a l average. A d d i­
t io n a l ta x  gains w i l l  be rea lized 
in  th is  yea r’s ta x  red uc tio n  p ro ­
gram .”

A n o th e r o f K ennedy ’s New 
F ro n tie r  aphorism s goes lik e  th is : 
A sk  no t w h a t y o u r c o u n try  can 
do fo r  you b u t w h a t you  can do 
fo r  you r cou n try . W ha t he re a lly  
means is made clear when, a fte r 
u rg in g  the “ leaders o f the steel in ­
d u s try ”  to exercise re s tra in t, he 
goes on to  say: “ I  u rge  s im ila r  
re s tra in t on the  Steel W orke rs  U n ­
ion. W ith  over 100,000 s tee lw o rk ­
ers s t i l l  unem ployed, th e ir  need 
is fo r  m ore  jobs w ith  jo b  secu rity , 
no t few e r jobs a t h igh e r wages.

a psycho log is t; and M rs. F ra n k  
W h itle y .

T he  po lice  shooting o f seven 
unarm ed M us lim s  in  f ro n t  of, and 
in , th e ir  tem ple here las t yea r and 
the  chron ic  po lice  b ru ta l i ty  against 
Negroes and M ex ican -A m ericans  
have made the m in o r ity  popu la ­
tions o f th is  c ity  ex tre m e ly  sen­
s it iv e  to  cases o f po lice  v io lence 
and fra m e -u p . T h a t fee lin g  was 
re flec ted  in  the  u n ite d - fro n t e f­
fo r t  o f so m any com m u n ity  lead­
ers in  h o ld in g  th is  ra l ly  on be­
h a lf  o f M ae M a llo ry  in  fa r-a w a y  
C leveland, Ohio.

P e titions  asking Gov. Rhodes of 
O h io  to stop the e x tra d it io n  o f 
M rs. M a llo ry  m ay be obta ined 
fro m  the C om m ittee  to  A id  the 
M onroe D efendants, Room  10, 168 
W . 23 St., N ew  Y o rk  11, N . Y .

A cross-the -board  p rice  increases 
cou ld p re c ip ita te  la bo r demands 
and un rest th a t w ou ld  cause great 
d iff ic u lt ie s  fo r  the  c o u n try .”  N o w  
tha t is add ing  in s u lt to in ju ry !

Wage increases, on the  average, 
have d im in ishe d  over the  past pe­
rio d  u n t i l  they now  lag  beh ind the 
rise  in  p ro d u c tiv ity . In  the c u rre n t 
Progressive, Leon K eyse rling , 
fo rm e r cha irm an  o f T ru m a n ’s 
C ounc il o f Econom ic Advisers, de­
clares: “ New  and d iffe re n t gu ide ­
lines to wage p o licy  should be 
d ra w n  w h ich  w o u ld  encourage 
wages and sa la ry  increases to  
catch up w ith  p ro d u c tiv ity  in ­
creases; they have lagged beh ind  
in  recent years.”

The M arch  9 B usiness W eek 
publishes the re su lt o f a su rvey  by  
the Bureau o f N a tio n a l A ffa irs  
show ing th a t the average wage in ­
crease has been d e c lin in g  since 
the la te 1940s. “ F o r the  past fo u r  
o r f iv e  years,”  says Business 
W eek, “ i t  has been abou t 3% an ­
n u a lly . P r io r  to tha t, in  the m id -  
1950s, i t  was 4% to 5% be fore i t  
began le ve llin g , abou t 6% in  1952 
and 1953, and as h igh  as 8% to  
9% in  the la te  1940s and e a rly  
1950s.”  S ig n ific a n tly , the re p o rt 
adds, in  1962 “ the nu m ber o f so- 
ca lled  ‘zero settlem ents,’ those 
w ith o u t any increase in  pay, has 
risen  g ra d u a lly  to  10% o f a l l new  
agreem ents checked b y  B N A , a 
p r iva te  re p o rtin g  service. R ecently, 
a sm a ll num ber* o f pay cuts has 
shown up, scattered th rou gh  m any 
in dus tries .”

K ennedy ’s “ ho ld  - t h e -  lin e -o n -  
wages”  p o lic y  is  g ra d u a lly  b u t 
nonetheless, su re ly  lo w e rin g  the  
s tandard  o f l iv in g  o f the  A m erican  
w orke rs . A t  the  same tim e , h is 
p o lic y  o f pu m p ing  m illio n s  in to  
in d u s try  to  m odern ize p la n t and 
equ ipm en t is acce le ra ting  the  
process o f au tom ation  and m e­
chan iza tion . U ncounted thousands 
o f w o rke rs  are d isplaced and 
th ro w n  on the in d u s tr ia l scrap 
heap.

“ G u ide lines”
A cco rd in g  to K en ne dy ’s “ gu ide­

lines,”  the ob ject o f h is p o lic y  is 
to increase the p ro d u c tiv ity  o f la ­
bor, to  expand p ro du c tion  a t “ re ­
duced”  o r “ stab le”  prices in  o r­
der to  enhance the com p e titive  
pos ition  o f A m erican  cap ita lism  in  
the w o r ld  m a rke t. The capstone 
o f his p o licy  is to  h o ld  the  lin e  on 
wage increases. F o r the  past yea r 
steel has been opera ting  on an 
average o f 60 per cent capacity. 
A m erican  in d u s try  as a w ho le  has 
been ope ra ting  at 80 pe r cent 
capacity. The cap ita lis ts  p re fe r 
h igh e r p ro fits  on a m ore lim ite d  
ou tput.

K en ne dy ’s the o ry  is th a t the  
s tim u la tio n  o f increased p roduc­
t iv i t y  w i l l  expand p ro du c tion  and 
lead to  increased com petition  
w h ic h  w o u ld  im p e l a red uc tio n  in  
prices w h ic h  in  tu rn  w o u ld  ex ­
pand consum ption  and re s u lt in  
“ m a x im u m ”  em p loym ent. O n ly  i t  
doesn’t  w o rk  th a t w ay. Increased 
p ro d u c tiv ity  has no t led to  a 
com m ensurate increase in  to ta l 
p roduc tion  n o r to a p rice  decline.

On the  con tra ry , i t  has led  to  
a greater mass o f p ro fits  w h ic h  in  
1962 reached an astronom ica l 
peak. I t  has led to  the  p ro du c tion  
o f g rea te r and g rea te r qu an titie s  
o f com m odities w ith  fe w e r and 
few e r w orke rs . I t  has led  to  the  
extension o f the  system  o f “ ad­
m in is te re d ”  prices. I t  has led to  
a w orsen ing o f the  cond itions o f 
la b o r and a red uc tio n  in  the  
standard  o f l iv in g .

I t  has led to  ch ron ic  unem p loy ­
m en t w h ic h  condemns m illio n s  to  
a l i fe  o f ha rdsh ip , m ise ry  and 
despair. A n d  the end is n o t yet.

The A p r i l  29 issue o f Newsweek  
records th a t fo llo w in g  his app rova l 
o f “ selected p rice  increases”  fo r  
the steel corpora tions, “ M r. K e n ­
nedy also had an o ff ic ia l w o rd  o f 
cau tion  fo r  D a v id  M cD ona ld ’s 
U n ite d  S tee lw orkers  un io n  w h ic h  
is expected to  take advantage of 
the M ay  re -opener clause in  its  
con tract. ‘Wage s ta b ility  is  the 
best th in g  fo r  the  un ions’ .”  Is n ’t  
th a t com pounding a fe lony?

Speakers at Los Angeles Rally Urge 
United Effort to Save Mae Mallory

The Cleveland Newspaper Strike

Weekly Calendar
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Muslim Leader Poses Political Action Issue

The b i-m o n th ly  magazine P o li­
t ic a, pub lished  in M exico , is p ro -  
Castro. M ade up in  a fo rm a t th a t 
resem bles Tim es, i t  has en joyed 
considerab le c irc u la tio n  in  C a li­
fo rn ia , w here  the re  is a la rge  
M e x ic a n -A m e ric a n  popu la tion .

The M il ita n t  has rece ived a le t ­
te r  fro m  Leonardo  Sanchez o f Los 
Angeles w h o  w rite s  th a t fo r  the 
las t few  m onths, P o lit ic a  has been 
un ob ta in ab le  a t newsstands there. 
H e  encloses a c lip p in g  fro m  the 
Los Angeles H e ra ld  E xa m in e r  o f 
A p r i l  12 in  w h ic h  the  reason fo r  
the  m agazine’s u n a v a ila b ility  is  
exp la ined.

A tto rn ey G enera l S tan ley M osk 
o f C a lifo rn ia  repo rted  to  G overnor 
B ro w n  th a t he had investiga ted  
tw o  M ex ican  magazines, P o lit ic a  
and Siem pre, w h ic h  he declares, 
express a “ d e fin ite  p ro -C as tro  ed i­
to r ia l p o lic y  and are ex tre m e ly  
c r it ic a l o f the U n ite d  States.”  He 
c ited  the c u rre n t issue o f S iem ­
p re  w h ic h  “ p ic tu res  P res iden t 
K ennedy on the  cover as a school 
teacher w ith  the  slogan ‘Bases 
p lus  U n ite d  F r u it  m inus  Castro 
equals A llia n c e  fo r  Progress,’ 
w r it te n  on the b lackboard .”

M osk adm its  th a t the jo u rn a ls  
are n o t v io la t in g  any state laws. 
Neverthe less, he has n o tify ie d  A t ­
to rn e y  G enera l R obert K ennedy o f 
th e ir  presence in  the  U.S.

A  le tte r  to  the e d ito r o f P o li­
tic a  ( A p r i l  1) fro m  A lb e rto  U tre -  
cho, Los Angeles, describes one 
w a y  U.S. th o u g h t-c o n tro lle rs  keep 
the  m agazine ou t o f the  U.S. A l l  
M ex ican  newspapers and m aga­
zines are d is tr ib u te d  th ro u g h  one 
com pany in  the  M ex ican  bo rde r 
c ity  o f T iju a n a . I f  a U.S. f i r m  
has inc lud ed  P o lit ic a  in  its  order, 
n o t o n ly  th a t p u b lica tio n  b u t a ll 
the  o ther pe riod ica ls  i t  has ordered 
are stopped b y  the  U.S. customs 
agents.

U trecho  exp la ined  how  im p o r­
ta n t P o litica  has been to  m any 
people here w ho are in te rested in  
read ing  about M ex ico  and the 
u n fo ld in g  L a tin -A m e ric a n  re v o lu ­
tion . E spec ia lly  im p o rta n t to them , 
he continued, was to  have a v a il­
ab le the  com plete te x t o f F id e l 
Castro ’s speeches —  m any o f 
w h ic h  w ere  p rin te d  in  P o litica . He 
goes on to te l l  o f the  g ro w in g  
soc ia lis t m ovem ent in  the U.S., 
espec ia lly  among you th  and in ­
te llec tua ls , among whose p u b lic a ­
tions he lis ts  The N a tion a l G ua r­
d ian , The People’s W o r ld , The  
Y oung S oc ia lis t and The M ilita n t.

M a lc o lm  X

of m ere ly  e x is tin g  under those 
chosen by  the descendants o f the 
slaveholders w ho are p r im a r ily  in ­
terested in  keeping the slave- 
m aste r’s c h ild re n  in  a servan t 
status.

“ O u r fu tu re  lies in  e lecting  
ou r ow n.”

One question im m e d ia te ly  
ra ised is th is : Does th is  mean th a t 
the M u s lim  m ovem ent, w h ic h  ad­
vocates th a t Negroes separate and 
fo rm  th e ir  ow n na tion , is now  
p re p a rin g  to  in it ia te  p o lit ic a l ac­
tion  o r pa rtic ip a te  in  the  p o lit ic a l 
l i fe  o f the U n ite d  States? I t  has 
no t done so up to now . T he  ques­
tio n  is im p o rta n t because o f the 
in flue nce  o f the  M us lim s in  the 
Negro com m u n ity , w h ich  is con­
s id e ra b ly  la rg e r than th e ir  d ire c t 
m em bersh ip.

The M uham m ad Speaks a rtic le  
ta lks  o f “ the m ovem ent o f the 
M us lim s  tow a rds  the  p o lit ic a l 
f ro n t ”  and in te rp re ts  M uh am ­
m ad’s statem ent to  mean th a t 
“ he rea fte r the  la rge  M u s lim  
m ovem ent in  N o rth  A m erica  
w o u ld  en ter the  p o lit ic a l arena on 
the  side o f candidates w ith  p ro ­
gram s designed to  a llev ia te  the  
dep lorab le  cond itions un de r w h ich  
Negroes are fo rced  to  liv e .”

B u t w h a t the paper ac tu a lly  
quotes o f M uham m ad ’s s ta tem ent 
does no t in d ica te  any d e fin ite  
decision to “ en te r the p o lit ic a l 
arena.”  The A p r i l  1 M il ita n t  q u o t­
ed N ew  Y o rk  M u s lim  leader M a l­
colm  X  as ha v in g  said on M a rch  
23 th a t people w e re  asking h im  
i f  the  M us lim s w ere  go ing in to  
p o litic s  and th a t h is answer was, 
“ I f  w e do, w e’ l l  do i t  r ig h t . ”  In  
sp ite  o f the  M uham m ad Speaks 
in te rp re ta tio n , w h ic h  s tir re d  up a 
lo t  o f m om e n ta ry  exc item en t and 
speculation , w e m ust conclude th a t 
the  M us lim s  have n o t ye t decided 
to  en ter the  p o lit ic a l arena.

B u t M uham m ad ’s statem ent 
shows th a t th e y  are th in k in g  
about it .  I t  also p ro b a b ly  re flec ts  
a ce rta in  am ount o f pressure fro m  
sections o f the  Negro com m u n ity  
th a t look h o p e fu lly  to  the  M us lim s 
fo r  leadersh ip  in  the  Negro s tru g ­
gle. H is  s ta tem ent m ay be in  the 
na tu re  o f a fee le r —  to  probe reac­
tions and gauge poss ib ilities . The 
M us lim s  have been show ing g reat­
e r f le x ib i l i t y  and keener sensi­
t iv i t y  tow a rd  moods o f the  N e­
gro  masses, especia lly  d u r in g  the 
las t year. W e m ust n o t fo rg e t th a t 
lik e  o the r tendencies in  the Negro 
m ovem ent, the y  n o t o n ly  in f lu ­
ence the  N egro co m m u n ity  b u t 
also are in flue nced  b y  it .  I t  w ou ld  
be a m istake to  th in k  o f the M us­
lim s  as a f ix e d  and unchangeable 
tendency, and I,  fo r  one, th in k  
th a t unde r ce rta in  cond itions they 
m ay decide to  en te r the p o lit ic a l 
fie ld .

I f  they  do, the  repercussions 
w o u ld  be w idespread in  a t least 
tw o  d irec tions:

1) I t  w o u ld  streng then m ove­
m ents to  e lect Negro representa­
tives to  p u b lic  o ffice . M ore Negro

candidates w ou ld  run , m ore w o u ld  
be elected. We m ig h t see the ap­
pearance o f loca l Negro parties, 
even a n a tion a l one.

2) I t  w o u ld  produce b ig  changes 
inside the M u s lim  m ovem ent, and 
b ig  changes in  th e ir  re la tio ns  w ith  
o th e r o rgan izations in  the  Negro 
c om m u n ity  and, u ltim a te ly , w ith  
o th e r m a jo r forces in  A m erican  
life .

H ow  b ig  w o u ld  depend, o f 
course, on w h a t k in d  o f p o lit ic a l 
action  they advocated and u n d e r­
took.

W ou ld  i t  be p o lit ic a l ac tion  to 
elect Negro Dem ocrats o r R epub­
licans, th a t is, candidates ru n n in g  
on the  ticke ts  o f the  pa rties  th a t 
have been and are responsib le fo r  
ra c ia l oppression? O r w o u ld  i t  be 
to  e lect Negroes ru n n in g  independ­
e n tly  o f the c a p ita lis t pa rties, in  
opposition  to  the ca p ita lis t p a r­
ty  candidates, and responsib le to 
the  Negro co m m u n ity  ra th e r than 
to  the  old  and c o rru p t p o lit ic a l 
machines?

M uham m ad ’s s tatem ent is no t 
even vague on th is  p o in t —  i t  
does no t deal w ith  i t  a t a ll. The 
rem arks o f M uham m ad Speaks 
are even less h e lp fu l:  “ on the 
side o f candidates w ith  program s 
designed to  a lle v ia te ”  Negro con­
d itio n s  could mean alm ost an y ­
th ing .

Nobody know s the answ er at 
th is  po in t. W hen M uham m ad’s 
s tatem ent f i r s t  appeared, a b lack  
n a tio n a lis t (n o n -M u s lim ) assured 
me th a t the M uslim s w o u ld  “ never 
get m ixe d  u p  in  the  o ld  k in d  o f 
po lit ics .”  I  repeat, how ever, no ­
body know s a t th is  po in t.

H it t in g  Pipe?
I  hope the readers o f th is  a r ­

t ic le  w i l l  n o t th in k  I  have been 
h itt in g  the  p ipe because I  ta lk  
about the  p o s s ib ility  o f an in de ­
pendent N egro p a rty . N o such p a r­
ty  is go ing to  be fo rm ed  ove r­
n igh t, o r by  the  1964 e lection. B u t 
fro m  w h a t I  hear and read, there  
is a good deal o f ta lk  and tho ugh t 
abou t th is  question in  N egro n a ­
t io n a lis t c irc les, am ong Negro 
“ in te g ra tio n is ts ”  as w e ll as Negro 
“ separatists.”  The desire o f the 
Negro masses to be represented 
by  Negroes in  p u b lic  o ff ic e  and 
e lew here has g ro w n  v e ry  strong 
in  the last decade. Rep. A dam  
C lay ton  P ow e ll, w h o  keeps his 
ear to  the ground, f l i r t s  w ith  th is  
sen tim en t now  and then b y  ta lk ­
in g  abou t the need to  estab lish a 
Negro o r c iv i l- r ig h ts  p a rty .

The idea its e lf is fa r  fro m  fa n ­
tastic. The s tra teg ic  basis fo r  such 
a p a rty  a lready exists. I t  was 
created by  the ca p ita lis t system o f 
segregation, w h ich  has herded 
m illio n s  o f Negroes together in  
the ghettoes o f the  b iggest c ities  
in  the N o rth  and South. A s w h ites  
con tinue to  flee  fro m  the b ig  c ities  
to the  suburbs, the re la tiv e  w e ig h t 
o f the Negroes becomes ever 
greater. R ig h t now , i f  the  Negroes 
were un ited  in  a p a r ty  o f th e ir  
ow n, they  are so s itua ted th a t 
the y  cou ld sweep the elections in  
dozens o f congressional d is tric ts . 
A  N egro p a r ty  cou ld e lect a b loc 
o f candidates th a t cou ld even ho ld  
the le g is la tive  balance o f pow er 
in  W ash ing ton and several b ig  
in d u s tr ia l states, and the re fo re  be 
able to force some serious con­
cessions fro m  the ca p ita lis t p a r­
ties.

Because Negroes are o n ly  ten o r 
e leven per cent o f the popu la tion , 
a Negro p a rty  cou ld no t expect to 
w in  na tio n a l po w e r by itse lf. B u t 
the crea tion  o f a Negro p a rty  
w o u ld  have a p ro fo un d  im pact on 
the w ho le  p o lit ic a l s tru c tu re  o f 
the na tion , n o t ju s t on the Negro 
com m un ity .

T he w ith d ra w a l o f Negroes in to  
a p a r ty  o f th e ir  ow n w o u ld  signa l 
the  doom o f the  D em ocra tic  P a rty  
as a m a jo r na tio n a l p a rty . De­
p rive d  o f the Negro vote ( i t  now  
gets a round  th ree -qu a rte rs  o f 
th a t) ,  the Dem ocrats w o u ld  be 
unab le  to  w in  elections in  the  key

N o rth e rn  states, and the reac­
tio n a ry  S outhern Dem ocrats 
w o u ld  q u ic k ly  take ove r u n d i­
sputed con tro l o f w h a t w o u ld  be 
le ft  o f the p a rty .

T h a t’s no t a ll. A  b reak  o f the 
Negroes fro m  the ca p ita lis t p a r­
ties, w h ich  today means m a in ly  a 
b reak fro m  the D em ocra tic  P a r­
ty , w o u ld  p rovoke  an acute cris is  
in  the  la bo r m ovem ent, whose 
leaders now  serve as ju n io r  p a r t­
ners o f the  Dem ocrats. W ith  
Negroes abandoning the  Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty , w ith  the  re la tiv e  
w e ig h t o f the D ix ie c ra ts  increas­
in g  inside the  D em ocra tic  P a rty , 
and w ith  Dem ocrats unab le  to w in  
n a tio n a l e lections,' the  un ion  
m ovem ent’s coa litio n  w ith  the 
Dem ocrats w o u ld  be p la in ly  seen 
by  eve rybody fo r  w h a t i t  a c tu a lly  
is —  b a n k ru p t as w e ll as s tup id .

D issa tis fac tion  w ith  be ing a ta i l  
to  the  D em ocra tic  donkey, w h ich  
a lready exists in  la b o r’s ranks, 
w o u ld  accelerate trem endously. 
S en tim en t fo r  an independent la ­
bo r p a rty , a lready  be ing generat­
ed by  o the r m a te ria l and p o lit ic a l 
factors, w o u ld  come to a bo il. The 
decline o f the D em ocra tic  P a rty  
w o u ld  hasten the fo rm a tio n  o f a 
la b o r pa rty .

R igh t fro m  the s ta rt a la b o r p a r­
ty  w o u ld  be com pelled, in  e ve ry ­
th in g  i t  said and d id , to  take the 
existence o f a Negro p a r ty  in to  
account. I t  w o u ld  m ost lik e ly  seek 
to  arrange an a lliance  between 
the tw o  parties, w h ic h  cou ld on ly  
be done b y  adop ting  the  ju s t  de­
m ands o f the Negro people. On 
th e ir  side, the  Negroes, w hen as­
sured th a t an a lliance  w o u ld  no t 
subord ina te  th e ir  in te rests o r side­
tra c k  th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  e q ua lity , 
w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  w elcom e co-op­
e ra tion  w ith  a la b o r p a rty . The 
re su lt w o u ld  e ve n tu a lly  be e ith e r 
a m erger o f the tw o  pa rties  o r 
th e ir  close co llabo ra tion  in  a 
s trugg le  fo r  p o lit ic a l pow er. W hat

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
w ere  taken, the  steps, w h ic h  were 
concluded in  the c e rta in ty  o f an 
aggression against o u r cou n try , 
w e re  those steps dea ling  w ith  the 
s treng then ing  o f o u r arm ed forces 
and the  consignm ent o f the 
s tra teg ic  m issiles to  o u r c o u n try .”  

Castro con tinued : “ N ow  the
w o rld  know s w ho was responsible 
fo r  the C aribbean cris is  . . . The 
w ho le  w o r ld  can see th a t Cuba 
acted in  le g itim a te  defense, th a t 
measures w h ich  the Cuban gov­
e rnm en t —  together w ith  the  So­
v ie t governm ent —: adopted, w ere  
ju s t measures, and necessary meas­
ures to p u t the  brakes on the 
aggressors, the  w a rm akers .”

“ A lre a d y ,”  said Castro, “ i t  was 
no longer a p rob lem  o f s ix  o r 
seven d iv is ions  o r o f d iv is ions  at 
a ll, b u t o f fac in g  the r is k  o f 
nuc lea r w a r.”  The Pentagon p la n ­
ners, the Cuban leader said, once 
again had to ask themselves 
“ w h a t happened?”

The M iró  Cardona reve la tions, 
said Castro, have he lped m ake 
c lear to the w o r ld  Cuba’s reasons 
fo r  accepting Russian arms, bu t 
they  are an extrem e em barrass­
m en t to the K ennedy a d m in is tra ­
tion . I t  is W ash ing ton ’s p o lic y  o f 
aggression to w a rd  the Cuban 
re vo lu tio n , “ a p o lic y  o f v io la tio n  
o f in te rn a tio n a l la w , a p o licy  
w ith o u t m ora ls, w ith o u t p rinc ip les , 
w h ic h  in e v ita b ly  leads i t  in to  
these absurd, d iscred itab le , in ­
so lub le  pred icam ents.”

The re v o lu tio n  fo llo w s  a p r in ­
c ip led  po licy , said Castro, and “ in  
eve ry  case is shown to be r ig h t, 
has w on, w h ile  they  [th e  K e n ­
nedy a d m in is tra tio n ] in  every 
case have been beaten, and each 
tim e  th e ir  p o licy  is m ore naked ly  
exposed.”

Castro said th a t a new  s itu a ­
t io n  has been created as a re su lt

began as the independent action  
o f a m in o r ity  cou ld  end as the  
recons truc tion  o f society by  a 
m a jo r ity .

I t  is too e a rly  to p re d ic t these 
th ings  w i l l  happen, o r w i l l  hap­
pen ju s t th is  w ay. M y  p o in t, fo r  
the present, is m e re ly  th a t w hen 
Negroes begin ta lk in g  abou t e lect­
in g  candidates o f th e ir  own, th e y  
are ta lk in g  abou t one o f the po­
te n tia lly  m ost exp los ive  and re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  questions in  the  w o rld , 
w h ich  cou ld  lead to chang ing the 
w ho le  p o lit ic a l c lim a te  and fu tu re  
o f th is  cou n try . Socia lists m ust 
understand th is  i f  they are to he lp  
prom ote  th is  process o f ra d ic a l 
change.

P o w e ll

... Castro Analyzes U.S. Line

Is Negro Ticket in Offing?

B y  G eorge B re itm a n
E li ja h  M uham m ad ’s recent ca ll 

on the  Negro people to  “ e lect you r 
ow n  candidates”  raises m ore ques­
tions than  i t  answers. B u t they 
are c ru c ia l questions, and i t  is 
good fo r  them  to be ra ised and 
discussed w id e ly .

T he M u s lim  leader’s s ta tem ent 
on p o lit ic a l action was reported  in  
the  M arch  18 issue o f M uham m ad  
Speaks, b u t w ith  on ly  a fe w  d i­
re c t quotations. I t  said th a t M u ­
ham m ad urged A m erican  Negroes 
to  “ seek freedom  th rou gh  u n ity  
and th rou gh  the ju d ic io u s  use of 
the  b a llo t box in  the  com ing  elec­
tion s .”  I t  also repo rted  h im  as 
saying th a t “ honest and adequate 
p o lit ic a l rep resenta tion  fo r  the 
b la ck  people in  A m erica  was an 
essentia l step tow a rds  the  w in n in g  
o f equa l ju s tice  fo r  the oppressed 
and persecuted.”

T he o n ly  d ire c t quota tions a t­
t r ib u te d  to  M uham m ad were 
these:

“ T here  w i l l  be no rea l freedom  
fo r  the  so-ca lled Negro in  A m e r­
ica u n t il,  he elects his ow n p o lit ­
ic a l leaders and h is  own can­
didates.

“ B la ck  people in  A m erica  m ust 
e lec t th e ir  ow n candidates instead

Mexican Magazine 
Off Stands in L.A.

of the  defeats su ffe red  b y  im ­
pe ria lism  and o f S ovie t m il i ta ry  
aid to Cuba. I t  is, he said, “ a ve ry  
de lica te prob lem  fo r  the im ­
p e ria lis ts ,”  and they can no lo ng er 
a ffo rd  the com edy o f e rro rs  p ro ­
v ided  by  the Cuban coun te r­
revo lu tiona ries .

He said the o n ly  sensible course 
fo r  K ennedy w o u ld  be to abandon 
the p o licy  o f t ry in g  to crush the  
Cuban re vo lu tio n . “ Deeds have 
proven the defeat and b a n k ru p tc y  
o f th is  po licy ,”  said Castro. “ W e 
have defeated th e ir  p o lic y ,”  he 
said, “ b u t w i l l  they  renounce it?  
We are no t able to say . . . O u r 
a tt itu d e  is th is : I f  they m ake a 
peacefu l po licy , w e ’l l  m ake a 
peacefu l po licy . I f  they pers is t in  
aggressions, we w i l l  con tinue  to  
defend ourselves by a ll means and 
w ith  a ll arm s and we w i l l  con tinue 
to  f ig h t  w ith  a ll ou r energy and 
we w i l l  con tinue  to g ive them  
setbacks.”

In  the m eantim e, the easing o f 
tension has p e rm itte d  the com ple­
tio n  o f an exchange o f prisoners. 
T w en ty -o ne  U.S. citizens be ing 
he ld in  Cuba w ere  released and 
fo u r  Cubans he ld here w ere  re ­
tu rne d  to Cuba. Three o f the  la t­
te r  had been arrested las t N ovem ­
ber on tru m p e d -u p  charges o f 
p la n n in g  to com m it sabotage. The 
fo u rth  was Francisco M o lina , the  
young fa c to ry  w o rk e r fram ed  on 
a m u rd e r charge d u r in g  F ide l Cas­
tro ’s v is it  to the U N  in  1960.

M o lin a  was in  a N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
res tau ran t frequented by  pro -C as­
tro  Cubans w hen i t  was ra ided  
by  arm ed cou n te r-re vo lu tion a rie s  
shipped up fro m  M ia m i b y  the 
C IA  to cause tro u b le  d u rin g  Cas­
tro ’s v is it. A  n in e -y e a r-o ld  g ir l  
was k il le d  by  a s tray  b u lle t d u r ­
in g  the fig h tin g  in  the res tau ran t 
and po lice  fram ed  M o lin a  w h ile  
le tt in g  the attackers go free.
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Why Yevtushenko Drew Kremlin Ire

1 P residen t K enn ed y  has extended th e  w a rm  w elcom e of 
d ip lo m atic  recognition  to  th e  m ilita ry  ju n ta  in  G ua tem a la , thus  
g iv in g  ta c it endorsem ent to  the o u tr ig h t d ic ta to rsh ip  th e  coup of 
last m o n th  set up  in  p lace o f the less -th an -d em o cra tic  Yd igoras  
regim e.

T h e  lib era ls  w ho  cover fo r th e  ad m in is tra tio n  are  b us ily  ex -, 
p la in in g  th a t the m ove w as not “p leasant” b u t w as based upon  
a recognition  of th e  re a litie s  o f L a t in  A m eric a . I t  is necessary, 
say th e  lib era ls , to  support to ta lita r ia n  regim es o f the r ig h t in  
o rd er to  stave o ff  th e  th re a t o f com m unism  in  L a tin  A m erica .

In  o th er w ords, th e  A llia n c e  fo r  Progress has come to the  
p o in t o f d ec la ring  th a t Progress, in  its d ic tio n ary , o ften  m eans  
th e  m il ita ry  boot on the face o f th e  L a tin  A m erican  masses. Th is  
sorry adm ission by U .S . im p e ria lis m  strips th e  m ask fro m  its rea l 
m otives and goals in  S outh  A m erica .

T h e  lib era ls  h ave said th a t th ey  do not oppose social change 
in  C u b a and L a tin  A m e ric a  —  in  fac t th ey  are  fo r  it . W h a t th ey  
oppose,J so th ey  say, is lac k  o f freedom . A n d  th en  th ey  “ g ru dg ­
in g ly ” 'accept to ta lita r ia n  r ig h tis t regim es in  th e  nam e o f the  
h ig h er cause o f opposing —  “ to ta lita ria n is m ” in  Cuba!

T h is  h yp o c ritic a l d o u b le th in k  c le a rly  shows th a t the ques­
tio n  w h ich  bothers th e  K e n n ed y  bro thers and th e  ru lin g  circles 
of th e  U n ite d  States has n o th ing  to  do w ith  dem ocracy or to ta li­
ta ria n is m . T h e  re a l issue is pro tection  o f th e  p ro p e rty  of a fe w  
U .S . capita lists in  L a t in  A m erica .

W ash ington  is d eterm ined  to  smash th e  m ost dem ocratic  
reg im e in  th e  A m ericas  —  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  g overn m en t of 
C uba —  because Cuba dared  touch th e  p ro p e rty  o f U .S . im ­
peria lists . C onverse ly  W ash ing to n ’s support is g iven  to  th e  d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  in  G u a tem a la  because th a t d ic tato rsh ip  defends the  
p ro p e rty  and prom otes th e  interests o f th e  w e a lth y  few .

Fund Scoreboard
City Q uota Paid Per cent
Chicago $ 1,400 $ 700 50
M in neapo lis -S t. P au l 1,000 430 43
D e tro it 900 378 42
A lle n to w n 150 60 40
C onnecticu t 200 80 40
San F rancisco 750 277 37
N e w ark 225 82 36
O ak la nd -B e rke ley 750 249 33
Boston 750 230 31
N ew  Y o rk 5,800 1,530 26
St. Lo u is 100 26 26
M ilw a u ke e 350 85 24
San Diego 400 92 23
P h ila d e lp h ia 350 51 15
G enera l 345 35 10
Los Angeles 6,300 500 8
Seattle 600 50 8
D enver 130 10 8
C leve land 500 31 6

T o ta ls  to  A p r i l  22 $21,000 $ 4,896 23%

B y  G eo rge  S au nd e rs

F o r several weeks now  the  pop­
u la r  young  Soviet poet, Yevgeny 
Y evtushenko, has been un de r a t­
tack by  S ovie t o ff ic ia ld o m  be­
cause o f h is “ unpardonab le ”  act 
o f p u b lish in g  his uncensored au to ­
b iog raph y  in  the F rench  w eek ly , 
L ’Express. He ap pa ren tly  d e liv ­
ered the  m an uscrip t w h ile  in  P aris  
on a m id -F e b ru a ry  p o e try -re a d ­
in g  tou r. N ow  he is threatened 
w ith  res tr ic tio ns  on fu r th e r  tra v e l 
abroad and on p u b lica tio n  a t 
home.

Y evtushenko ’s Precocious A u to ­
b iog raphy  presents the  facts o f h is 
personal l i fe  as com m entaries on 
the S oviet past, present and fu ­
tu re . H e relates, fo r  exam ple, his 
la s t m em ory  o f h is m ate rna l 
g ra nd fa th e r, a key  o rgan izer of 
re v o lu tio n a ry  peasants in  the 
U ra ls  and East S iberia , w h o  had 
la te r become a Red A rm y  general.

H e came sad ly  in to  l i t t le  Y e v ­
geny’s bedroom  one n ig h t and 
sat w a tch in g  his grandson a long 
tim e, s o ftly  s in g in g  to  h im  songs 
o f the re vo lu tio n . The same n ig h t 
he was arrested in  S ta lin ’s purge 
o f T ukha chevsky  and o th e r Red 
A rm y  leaders. B u t the  boy d id  
no t lea rn  o f his g ra n d fa th e r’s fa te  
fo r  a long tim e ; h is paren ts h id  i t  
fro m  h im .

T he Purges

O f the  purges o f the 1930’s 
Y evtushenko  w rite s  th a t the m a­
jo r i t y  o f S ovie t people labored on 
the F ive  Y ea r P lans w ith  “ heroic 
stubbornness”  to  d ro w n  o u t “ the 
cries and sighs th a t issued th rou gh  
the  barbed w ire  o f S iberian  con­
cen tra tion  camps.”

“ B u t i t  was im possib le  to  ignore 
those sighs.”  Even the ch ild re n  
sensed the  con tra d ic tion  between 
d a ily  l i fe  and the tra d itio n s  o f the 
re v o lu tio n  and its  na tiona lized , 
p lanned economy. O u r e lders tr ie d  
to  p ro tec t us, he w rite s , b u t a ll 
th e ir  e ffo rts  m e re ly  u n d e rlin ed  
“ the incoherence o f the  w o r ld  s u r­
ro u n d in g  us.”  D escrib ing  l i fe  d u r ­
in g  W o rld  W a r I I ,  he says i t  was 
no t n a tio n a lis tic  love  o f c o u n try  
th a t w on  the  w a r. Despite  the  
“ n ig h tm a re ”  o f S ta lin ’s prison 
camps, the  Russian people s u f­
fered th rou gh  the  w a r to  defend, 
“ above a ll, the R evo lu tion .”

A  b e tte r l i fe  was expected a fte r 
v ic to ry , bu t, instead, even men

w ith  ou ts tand ing  w a r records s u f­
fe red  po lice  su rve illan ce  o r a r­
rest. The con tras t between d a ily  
l i fe  and the  “ idea ls o f th e  w o rk ­
ers and peasants o f 1917”  g rew  
even sharper.

H e te lls  how  in  the  1947 m one­
ta ry  re fo rm  th a t w ip e d  ou t a l l 
savings n o t k e p t in  state banks, 
a pom pous fu n c tio n a ry  shot h im ­
self. A  p ile  o f m oney was found  
in  h is m attress. Y evtushenko  re ­
ca lls  how  e a r lie r  th is  o ff ic ia l had 
quoted to  h im  L e n in ’s w ords on 
how  m eaningless go ld  w o u ld  be 
un de r com m unism . Such men, he 
says, w ere  a lw ays us ing  f in e  w ords 
to  cover th e ir  shady personal in ­
terests.

In  describ ing  S ov ie t lite ra tu re  
un de r S ta lin , Y evtushenko  te lls  
how  posts in  the W rite rs ’ U n ion  
w e n t to those hacks w ho  best 
pra ised S ta lin  and de ifie d  “ L a b o r”  
in  the  abstract. No one w ro te  
about the re a l p rob lem s o f the  
S ov ie t w o rke rs . C areerists com ­
peted g re e d ily  fo r  the  m oney and 
prestige  rew ards o f the  S ta lin  
P rize .

One o f the  book ’s m ost s tr ik in g  
sections is abou t an ti-S em itism . 
The hacks and tim e-se rve rs  w ho  
dom inated li te ra ry  l i fe  in troduced  
a n ti-S e m itism  in to  it ,  he says. In  
ce rta in  periods un de r S ta lin , “ th is  
e v il p ractice ,”  w h ic h  T sarism  had 
n u rtu re d  to  d iv e r t  p o p u la r un rest 
onto the  Jews, was rev ived .

He te lls  o f a young  S ov ie t w r i t ­
er, id e n tifie d  o n ly  b y  the  in it ia l,  
“ K , ”  w hom  he go t to  know . K  
argued th a t a ll d is rup te rs  in  the 
Russian re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent
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They Called Them Sunday Socialists
B y M a rv e l Scholl

N a tion a l F und D r iv e  D ire c to r

W hen I  was a k id  the  S ocia lis t 
P a r ty  was s t i l l  a ra th e r la rge po­
li t ic a l p a rty  —  no t so la rge  in  
num bers, how ever, as its  p e r i­
ph e ry  o f sym path izers. M y  Dad 
considered h im se lf a soc ia lis t b u t 
was never a fo rm a l m em ber. The 
o n ly  tim es he ever voted was 
w hen Eugene V. Debs was ru n ­
n in g  fo r  p res ident and w hen Van 
L e a r ra n  on the  S oc ia lis t tic k e t 
fo r  m ayo r o f M inneapo lis  —  he 
served tw o  term s. B u t eve ry  yea r 
Dad dragged the  w ho le  fa m ily  to  
th e  SP p icn ic  u s u a lly  he ld  at 
M innehaha Fa lls .

I  rem em ber one o f those p ic ­
n ics v iv id ly .  I  had ju s t go t over 
one o f the  ch ildhood  diseases and 
so —  u n lik e  the  o th e r k ids  —  was 
res tr ic ted  fro m  w a nd e rin g  aw ay 
fro m  the “ speaking.”  T he  speaker 
was a short, fa t, ba ld -headed m an 
w hom  I  kne w  w e ll —  a N o rth  
M inneapo lis  b i l l  co llec to r w ho  
had been hound ing  m y  fo lks . 
There  he was, up  on the  p la t­
fo rm , w ith o u t h is  s u it coat, w i th ­
ou t the  huge d iam ond r in g  o r 
garish t ie  p in  w h ic h  had a lw ays 
fascinated me. H is  t ie  was o ff, h is 
s ta rchy w h ite  shirts leeves ro lle d  
up. H e spoke a t g rea t le ng th  and 
I  heard enough o f h is f ie ry  o ra to ry  
be fore I  fe l l  asleep, m y  head p i l ­
low ed  on m y  m o the r’s lap, to

kn o w  th a t he was against slums, 
p o v e rty  and hunger, a l l o f w h ich  
he b lam ed on “ the  system .”  I  
d r if te d  o f f  to sleep th in k in g  th a t 
th is  m an had changed indeed and 
th a t now  he w o u ld  q u it  m ak ing  
m y  m o the r c ry  because she d id n ’t  
have the  m oney he w anted to  co l­
lect.

I  was w rong . H e was back a t 
o u r door on M onday.

W hen I  g rew  up  and became in ­
terested in  rea l soc ia lis t po litics , 
I  learned the re  was a nam e fo r  
m y  b i l l  co llec to r —  a Sunday So­
c ia lis t. I  learned th a t a g rea t m any 
o f the ora to rs w ho spoke a t those 
annua l p icn ics w ere  ju s t lik e  h im  
—  socialists fo r  one Sunday a 
year. The res t o f the  tim e  they  
w e re  ju s t  as good businessmen as 
any o f the  cap ita lis ts  the y  ran ted  
against —  once a year.

The M il i ta n t  and its  supporters 
are no t Sunday Socialists. W e 
don ’t  r o l l  up  o u r shirtsleeves 
once a year to  expound abou t the 
ev ils  o f cap ita lism . W e keep those 
sleeves ro lle d  up a ll yea r round. 
W e don’t  orate. W e speak the 
tru th , and th a t is o ra to ry  enough. 
I  guess you ’d c a ll us F u ll-T im e  
Socialists.

I f  you too w a n t to  p rove  yo u ’re 
no t a Sunday S ocia list, do i t  by 
sending in  y o u r T ru th  D o lla rs  to 
the M il ita n t  Fund , 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N. Y .

—  “ fro m  the  B und to T ro ts k y ”  —  
had been Jews.

On the eve o f S ta lin ’s death in  
1953 the so-ca lled D o c to r’s P lo t 
was concocted. I ts  a n ti-S e m itic  
overtones p ro fo u n d ly  d is tu rbe d  
Y evtushenko, b u t K  danced w ith  
jo y . “ T h e y ’re  a ll Jews,”  he cried.

T he tw o  young men w e n t to  see 
an old  f i lm  o f the  re vo lu tio n . In  
one scene T sa ris t gangs on a po­
g rom  shouted, “ K i l l  the  Y ids ! Save 
Russia!”  Y evtushenko  asked his 
fr ie n d , “ Y ou  w o u ld n ’ t  w a n t to 
see th a t again, w o u ld  you?”

K  rep lied , “ L is ten , w e ’re d ia ­
lectic ians. We shou ldn ’t  re je c t the 
past com p le te ly .”  There  was a 
g lin t  in  h is  eye w o rth y  o f a H i t ­
le r  Y ou th , says Y evtushenko, b u t 
he w o re  the p in  o f the  Y oung 
C om m unis t League.

H o w  Come?

Y evtushenko asks h o w  a 24- 
y e a r-o ld  man, educated in  a coun­
t r y  w h ic h  was founded on the 
basis o f in te rn a tio n a lism , could 
have become a n ti-S e m itic . The 
answer: S ta lin ism . “ T o  be sure, 
S ta lin  d id  no t ju s t i fy  th is  in  the ­
o ry . B u t n e ith e r d id  he erect a 
the o ry  o f the  necessity fo r  career­
ism, in fo rm in g , b u rea ucra tic  a r ­
b itra riness , ly in g , con tem pt fo r  
people and fa ls ific a tio n  o f h is to ry . 
B u t h is p ra c tic e .. . . favo re d  a ll 
th a t.”

Y evtushenko  makes o f K  a sym ­
bo l o f e ve ry th in g  he opposes. He 
considers such a m an m ore dan­
gerous to  C om m unism  tha n  its  
w o rs t enemies in  the W est. Y e t K  
sets h im s e lf up  as a gu a rd ian  o f 
“ C om m unis t p u r ity . ”

Y evtushenko m ust have kno w n  
th a t th is  passage w o u ld  p rovoke  
p a r tic u la r  ire  am ong S ov ie t o f­
f ic ia ls , w h o  have been c r it ic iz in g  
the  use o f h is poem, B a b i Y a r  —  
an a tta ck  on a n ti-S e m itis m  —  in  
S hostakovich ’s new  sym phony. 
T hey  argue th a t the  poem, by  
g iv in g  undue im portance  to  the  
m a tte r, aids a n ti-C o m m u n is t 
propaganda.

A s i f  in  re b u tta l o f such a rg u ­
m ents, Y ev tushenko  w rite s  th a t 
m en lik e  K  construe any c r it ic is m  
o f them selves as a ttacks on Com ­
m un ism , cons idering  C om m unism  
th e ir  personal m onopo ly, w h ile , in  
fac t, the y  do the m ost to  d isc re d it 
C om m unism .

D iscussing the  bu reaucra tic  
e lite , he states th a t a n ti-S e m itic  
cha uv in ism  was n o t the  o n ly  
cha rac te ris tic  o f m en lik e  K . “ I  
w a tched w ith  h o rro r  as th e y  had 
new  homes b u ilt  in  the  cen te r o f 
M oscow, in s ta llin g  themselves in  
lu x u ry  n e x t to  overcrow ded tene­
m ents w here  several fa m ilie s  w ere  
crow ded in to  each ap a rtm en t.”  He 
noted, m oreover, how  th is  p r iv i ­
leged bu reaucracy g le e fu lly  gu lped 
do w n  a rtic les  w ith  b a re ly -co n ­
cealed a n ti-S e m itic  overtones.

Public Property
T hey accum ulated th e ir  p r iv i ­

leges un de r the  noses o f the  un ­
de rpa id  w orkers . I t  was fro m  
p u b lic  p ro p e rty  th a t these a l­
re a d y -p riv ile g e d  fun c tiona ries  re ­
ceived, over and above th e ir  sa­
la ries, ‘b lue  packets’ —  u n d e r- th e - 
tab le  g ifts  o f m oney, o ften  la rg e r 
than  th e ir  salaries.

T hey  saw sov ie t society as con­
s is ting  o f tw o  categories: those 
‘on h ig h ’ — th a t is to  say, the m ­
selves and th e ir  i lk ;  and those 
‘be low ’ —  th a t is to  say, eve ry ­
body else. Y evtushenko  d ry ly  adds 
th a t he cou ld  no t f in d  in  any 
C om m unis t tex tbo ok  the  ju s t if ic a ­
t io n  fo r  such a d iv is io n .

N o speech o f K hrushchev, 
w h e the r “ secret”  o r  open, has so 
c le a rly  exposed the  essence o f 
S ta lin ism  as th is  au tob iog raphy  
by the  courageous and ta len ted  
S ov ie t poet. The o ff ic ia l fu lm in a -  
tions and rep risa ls  i t  has ca lled 
dow n on his head a ttes t to  th is.

N E X T  W E E K : Yevtushenko’s rise 
to lite rary  prominence w ith  the 
growth of a new mood among 
soviet youth.

Kennedy OKs Guatemala Junta

Passport Curb Revived
O n  A p r i l  19 th e  S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t resum ed th e  p ractice begun  

d u rin g  th e  M c C a rth y  era  o f d en ying  passports to  persons w ho  
refuse to  sign a non-C om m unist oath. A  Q u a ke r w as denied his 
passport w h e n  he declined  to  sign th e  oath, w h ich  he term ed  
“an  h is toric  in s tru m e n t of ty ra n n y .” H e  w as accorded no h e a r­
ing  —  on th e  grounds th a t he h ad n ’t  f i l le d  out a ll  of h is a p p li­
cation.

T h e  S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t action is a reversa l o f its p o licy since 
1958, w h e n  th e  oath  was dropped. In  1958 the U . S. C o u rt of 
A p p eals  d irected  th e  S tate  D e p a rtm e n t to  g ran t hearings to p e r­
sons denied passports. In  th e  same y e a r th e  S u prem e C o u rt ru led  
th a t “th e  freed om  to  tra v e l is a p a r t  o f th e  ‘l ib e r ty ’ o f w h ich  
th e  .c itizen  cannot be d ep rived  w ith o u t due process o f la w .”

T h e  S uprem e C o u rt in  1961, h ow ever, u pheld  th e  constitu ­
tio n a lity  o f th e  M c C a rra n  In te rn a l S ecu rity  A c t. T h e  M c C a rra n  
A c t m akes i t  a c rim e  fo r  a m e m b er o f th e  C om m unist P a r ty  even  
to  apply fo r  a passport. E a r ly  last ye ar the S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t 
revo ked  th e  passports o f f iv e  leaders o f th e  C om m unist P a rty .

Apologists fo r the non-Com m unist oath  and th e  M c C a rra n  
A c t restric tions upon th e  passport rig h ts  o f m em bers o f th e  C o m ­
m u n is t P a r ty  say th a t th e ir  a im  is to p rev en t “ subversion.” Such  
a flim s y  argu m ent, s tra ig h t fro m  th e  la te , u n lam en ted  Senator 
fro m  W isconsin, is a p re te x t fo r  p o litic a l suppression.

T h e  r ig h t to tra v e l is a right o f a ll citizens, not a fa v o r or 
p riv ile g e  to  be m eted  out a t th e  w h im  of th e  S tate  D e p a rtm e n t. 
R estric tions o f th a t r ig h t do not p ro tect th e  A m eric an  people, but 
are a fo rm  o f th ou gh t contro l. As such th ey  m ust be v igorously  
condem ned and fo u g h t b y  a ll  those w ho  b e lieve  in  c iv il  lib e rtie s  
and p o litic a l freedom .

A 'Precocious Autobiography'

K h ru s h c h e v
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The Canadian Labor Party Vote

L A B O R  C A N D ID A T E . C anadian  N e w  D em ocratic  P a rty  leader 
T . C. Douglas ( le f t )  on p icke t lin e  a t s truck H a m ilto n  Coca Cola  
p lan t last w in te r .

B y  Ross Dowson
Secretary of the League for 

Socialist Action
TO R O N TO  —  H o w  d id  C an­

ada’s la b o r p a rty , the N ew  Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty , founded tw o  years 
ago w ith  h igh  hopes and great 
an tic ip a tio n  and w ith  a solid base 
o f sup po rt in  the organized labo r 
m ovem ent, m ake ou t in  th is  elec­
tion?

F o r those A m erican  trade -un ion  
m ilita n ts  and socialists, w h o  look 
to  the  N D P  as an exam ple to 
em ula te , i t  m ay be h a rd  to  take, 
b u t th is  e lection  reg istered a de­
fe a t fo r  the  m ovem ent. N o t th a t 
the s trugg le  fo r  a la bo r p a rty  has 
been dea lt a n y th in g  lik e  a m o rta l 
b lo w  o r even th a t th is  e f fo r t  
th rou gh  the  N D P  is washed out. 
N o t b y  a lo ng  shot. B u t i t  is  ap­
pa ren t th a t the  jo b  o f b u ild in g  a 
mass la b o r p a rty  is a m uch b igger 
one than  ju s t  g e ttin g  i t  u n d e r­
w a y  —  th a t is o n ly  a beg inn ing  in  
the fu lle s t sense o f the  w ord . 
T here  rem a in  b ig  questions o f 
p o lic y  and leadersh ip , and these 
are p ro v in g  to  be c ru c ia l m a t­
ters indeed —  even now , in  the 
N D P ’s e a rly  and fo rm a tiv e  stages!

P o lit ic a l lines in  Canada have 
been sha tte red and shattered 
again in  * the past seven years. 
A f te r  22 years in  o ffice , the  cap­
ita l is t  L ib e ra l P a rty  su ffe red  a 
c rush in g  defeat. A  yea r la te r  there 
w ere  m any p red ic tions  th a t i t  was 
th rou gh  as a fed e ra l [n a tio n a l] 
p a r ty  and th a t the  rem nants 
w o u ld  fuse w ith  the  ca p ita lis t 
P rogressive C onservatives o r T o ry  
pa rty . Then the n e x t e lection reg ­
is te red a setback fo r  the  Tories, 
a re v iv a l o f the L ib e ra ls , and the 
e n try  onto the Quebec scene o f 
Socia l C red it. The recent e lection 
cam paign opened w ith  the  N D P  
de pu ty  leader w r it in g  o f f  the 
Tories. B u t the A p r i l  8 e lection 
w itnessed a reconso lida tion  o f the 
T o ry  m achine, the  L ib e ra l m a­
chine, and Social C re d it in  Q ue­
bec as w e ll.

In  th is  great ebb and f lo w , the 
N D P, w h ic h  s ta rted  o f f  as h e ir  to  
the  substan tia l suppo rt th a t the 
m ore soc ia lis t in c lin e d  C o-opera­
t iv e  C om m onw ea lth  F edera tion  
had w o rke d  up  over the years, 
has made no progress. In  1957 the  
CCF po lled  11 pe r cen t o f the  to ta l 
vo te ; in  1958 the  N D P  po lle d  10 
per cent; in  1962, 13.9 per cent; 
and in  th is  e lection, 14 pe r cent.

N o t o n ly  d id  th is  e lection  see 
the N D P  fa i l to  increase its  vo te  
sub s ta n tia lly  ove r the  o ld  CCF 
—  and th a t is ju s t  w h a t the e lim ­
in a tio n  o f p lanks  fo r  p u b lic  ow n ­
ersh ip  and any h in t  o f socia lism  
fro m  the p ro g ra m  and the  s tream ­
lin in g  o f the  m ovem ent in to  a 
h igh -pow ere d  e lec to ra l m ach ine 
was supposed to  do, accord ing to 
the  re fo rm is ts  —  b u t the  p a r ty ’s 
s tra teg ic  pos ition  has de te rio ra ted . 
F a r fro m  be ing pushed in to  co a li­
tion , the  Tories  have f ir m ly  es­
tab lished  them selves in  the  p ra i­
r ie  prov inces, ru ra l O n ta rio , and 
the y  have he ld  on in  Quebec. The 
L ib e ra ls  s trengthened themselves 
in  u rban  O n ta rio  and re -estab lished 
themselves in  Quebec. Socia l 
C red it, fa r  fro m  p ro v in g  to  be a 
flash  in  the  pan, has doub led and 
t r ip le d  its  suppo rt in  Quebec u rban
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w o rk ing -c la ss  areas.
In  a ll th is  tu rm o il,  th is  shat­

te r in g  o f fo rm e r p o lit ic a l a l­
liances, w ith  such c ru c ia l ques­
tions be ing posed as w h e the r 
Canada should jo in  the nuc lear 
arm s race, in te rfe ren ce  o f the 
U.S. State D e pa rtm en t in  Canada’s 
in te rn a l a ffa irs  and the im p ac t o f 
U.S. ca p ita l on its  economy, mas­
s ive  unem p loym ent and economic 
p lann ing , the  N D P  made no head­
w ay. I t  was b locked in  the  m a in  
in d u s tr ia l r id in g s  [constituenc ies] 
in  the  East and pushed back 
s lig h t ly  in  its  B r it is h  C o lum b ia  
s trongho ld . T w o  seats w h ic h  were 
p re v io u s ly  N D P  and w here  i t  was 
ab le to  c a rry  on a sa tu ra tion  cam ­
pa ign w ere  lost, so th a t the  p a rty  
now  has 17 seats in  p a rlia m en t. 
In  T o ron to  Y o rk  South, the p a r­
t y ’s depu ty  leader los t to  the  L ib ­
era ls and even dropped votes. In  
Nova Scotia ’s G lace Bay, a 3,800 
p lu ra lity  ju s t d isappeared and a 
T o ry  was elected —  some 3,000 
m in e rs ’ votes stayed home.

The re fo rm is t N D P  leadersh ip  
a ttr ib u te  th is  de feat to  the im pact 
o f the big-business appeal fo r  a 
stable, a m a jo r ity  governm ent. 
There  is, no doub t, considerable 
t ru th  in  th is . B u t N D P  re fo rm is t 
leadersh ip ’s w ho le  s tra tegy p layed 
r ig h t  in to  the hands o f the L ib ­
era ls and Tories. A n d  th is  o p in ­
ion  o f ours is no t one fo rm ed  a fte r 
the event.

The League fo r  S ocia lis t A c ­
tion , w h ic h  has been w o rk in g  to 
b u ild  a broad le ft  w in g  in  the 
NDP, to w in  the p a r ty  to  a class- 
s trugg le  p rog ram  and a soc ia lis t 
perspective, w arned  o f th is  danger 
and a ttem pted to  co rre c t th is  s i­
tua tion , n o t o n ly  before b u t a l l 
d u rin g  the course o f th is  elec­
tion . I t  a ttem p ted  to  do so th rou gh  
the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f its  forces in  
the various r id in g  cam paigns and 
th rou gh  its  press, the W orkers  
Vanguard . D u r in g  the he ig h t of 
the cam paign, the  V anguard  p u b ­
lished th ree  separate issues de­
voted a lm ost e n tire ly  to  the  elec­
t io n  cam paign. Some 70,000 copies 
w ere  d is tr ib u te d  in  m a jo r po in ts  
across the coun try .

The f ir s t  specia l e lection  issue 
ha iled  N D P  leader D ouglas’ de­
c la ra tio n  th a t the  key  issue was 
nuc lea r arm s and supp lied  ex ­
tensive a m m u n itio n  to  com bat 
illu s ion s  p re va le n t am ongst pa­
c if is t  c irc les, bo lstered up by  the 
C om m unis t P a rty , th a t the D ie - 
fenbake r Tories w ere  a p a rty  o f 
opposition to  nuc lea r arms.

In  a lead e d ito r ia l, the  second 
issue w arned  against v iew s, a l­
ready be ing  expressed by the 
leadersh ip , th a t w h ile  the p a rty  
was ru n n in g  s u ffic ie n t candidates 
to  fo rm  a governm ent i t  had no 
perspective w hatsoever o f fo rm ­
in g  a governm ent and w o u ld  sup­

p o rt w h ich e ve r ca p ita lis t p a rty  
th a t ga ined a m a jo r ity . T h is  de­
fea tism  was seized upon b y  T o ry  
and p a r t ic u la r ly  b y  L ib e ra l 
spokesmen and used w ith  de­
vas ta ting  e ffec t to  d ism iss the 
N D P  as a fu t i le  p ro test m ove­
m en t and bu ttress th e ir  h ig h - 
pow ered propaganda d r iv e  fo r  
e lection  o f a stable, a m a jo r ity  
governm ent.

T h is  issue o f V anguard  also 
w arned  against the do w n -g ra d in g  
b y  N D P  p o lic y  m akers o f the 
nuc lea r arm s issue a t the  ve ry  
tim e  th a t D ie fenbake r was de­
m agog ica lly  seiz ing it .  A t  the  same 
tim e , i t  w a rned  against the  am ­
b ig u ity  o f o f f ic ia l N D P  p o licy  
statem ents opposing nu c le a r arm s 
fo r  Canada b u t suppo rting  the 
m il i ta r y  a lliance  w ith  U.S. im ­
p e ria lism , the ve ry  force dem and­
in g  th a t Canada nuc lea r arm , and 
urged the p ro c la im in g  o f the p a r­
ty ’s o ff ic ia l pos ition  o f w i th ­
d ra w a l fro m  a N A T O  w h ic h  is 
n o w  be ing nuc lea r arm ed.

The th ird  and f in a l issue p o in t­
ed u p  the fu ll-s c a le  re tre a t o f 
p a r ty  spokesmen fro m  any p o lic y  
o f pu b lic  ow nership , w h ic h  re n ­
dered a ll its  propaganda about 
“ jobs fo r  a l l”  and p la n n in g  ju s t 
so m uch dem agogy and gave the 
p a r ty  an im age in  no obvious w a y  
d is tingu ishab le  fro m  th a t o f the 
c a p ita lis t parties.

T he  c ritic ism s  developed b y  the 
V anguard  w ith in  the  fra m e w o rk  o f 
so lid  suppo rt to  the  N D P  u n fo r­
tu n a te ly  p roved  correct. The re ­
fo rm is t leadersh ip  o f the N D P  ran 
th is  e lection  cam paign on th e ir  
term s. I t  was no t a test o f the  
fu l l  poss ib ilities  th a t are la te n t in  
the  N D P  even a t th is  stage, b u t a 
test o f th e ir  p rog ram  and th e ir  
stra tegy. T h is  gives added urgency 
to  the  w o rk  o f the  socialists o r­
ganized in  the League fo r  Socia l­
is t A c tion .

The C om m unis t P a rty , w h ich  
has s o lid ly  a ligned its e lf w ith  
K h ru shch ev  in  the  S ino -S ov ie t d i­
spute, ra n  12 candidates —  a ll in  
r id in g s  contested b y  the ND P. The 
averaged 347 votes. In  a s itua ­
tio n  w here  the re  is a genuine la ­
bo r p a r ty  fo rm a tio n  the y  p re t­
t if ie d  the  c a p ita lis t T o ry  p a rty . 
The Tories approved o f the con­
s truc tion  o f a l l the m il i ta ry  h a rd ­
w a re  w h ic h  becomes fu n c tio n a l 
o n ly  w hen nuc lea r arm ed, com ­
m itte d  themselves to  suppo rt o f 
nu c le a r arm am ent o f Canadian 
N A T O  forces should the N A T O  
powers request it .  B u t the  CP 
characterized i t  as an an ti-n u c le a r, 
a n ti-A m e ric a n -im p e ria lis m , and 
progressive a lte rn a tiv e  to  the 
ca p ita lis t L ib e ra l P a rty . W here 
the  CP estim ated the N D P  d id n ’t  
have a chance o f e lec ting  its  can­
d idate , i t  supported the ca p ita lis t 
T o ry  pa rty .

B y  W ill ia m  F . W ard e
The Cuban governm ent has an­

nounced th a t F id e l Castro w i l l  
v is it  the  S ov ie t U n ion  some tim e  
th is  year a t K h ru sh ch e v ’s in v ita ­
tion . T h is  w i l l  be the  Cuban 
p re m ie r’s f i r s t  t r ip  abroad since 
1960 when he addressed the UN  
in  N ew  Y o rk .

T here  have been s tra ins  upon 
the re la tions  between H avana and 
M oscow since K hru shch ev  carried  
on nego tia tions w ith  K ennedy 
d u r in g  the Caribbean cris is  w ith ­
ou t con su lting  the  Cuban govern­
m ent. D epu ty  P re m ie r M ik o y a n ’s 
th re e -a n d -a -h a lf-w e e k  so jou rn  on 
the is land last N ovem ber fa ile d  to 
m o llify  C astro ’s ju s t if ie d  anger at 
M oscow ’s d is regard  o f C uba’s sov­
ere ign r ig h ts  and the fa ilu re  o f 
the L a tin -A m e ric a n  C om m unist 
parties, except in  Venezuela, to 
t r y  to  ra l ly  the masses in  Cuba’s 
defense a t the  h e ig h t o f the  b lo c k ­
ade.

I t  is q u ite  l ik e ly  tha t, among 
o the r m atters, the  tw o  p rem iers  
w i l l  discuss some o f the  issues 
raised b y  the S in o -S o v ie t dispute. 
I t  w i l l  be in te re s tin g  to  see 
w h e the r C astro ’s jo u rn e y  to  M os­
cow  is fo llo w e d  b y  one to  P eking. 
He w o u ld  be assured o f a rous ing  
reception in  bo th  countries. The 
achievem ents o f the Cuban re v ­
o lu tio n  and the hero ic  composure 
o f the Cubans in  the  face o f the 
aggressions and p rovoca tions o f 
the  Y ankee colossus are trem en d ­
ous ly  adm ired  th ro u g h o u t the 
w o rke rs ’ states.

T here  has been m uch in con c lu ­
sive speculation in  the  w o r ld  press 
on Cuba’s a tt itu d e  in  the  S ino- 
S ov ie t con troversy. A cco rd in g  to 
some com m entators, Cuba is so 
dependent on S ov ie t econom ic and 
m il i ta ry  a id  th a t i t  w o u ld  no t dare 
o ffend  M oscow b y  s id in g  w ith  
P eking. O thers p o in t ou t, q u ite  
co rre c tly , th a t H avana ’s lin e  on 
the re v o lu tio n a ry  struggles in  the 
co lon ia l countries, as presented in  
C astro ’s speeches, is v e ry  close to 
th a t o f the Chinese leadersh ip  and 
runs coun te r to  the p o lic y  o f co l­
la bo ra tion  w ith  the  co lon ia l b o u r­
geoisie pursued by  K h rushchev 
and h is  fo llow e rs .

A  reasonable exp la na tio n  fo r  
the p e rp le x ity  o f the  experts  on 
w here  Cuba stands is th a t Castro 
is resolved to  t r y  and steer an in ­
dependent course in  the  S ino- 
S ovie t c o n flic t as long  as he can. 
T he  w e ll-k n o w n  correspondent 
K . S. K a ro l, w ho  has access to 
exce lle n t sources o f in fo rm a tio n  in  
H avana, made some in te res tin g  
observations in  the  B r it is h  p u b ­
lic a tio n  New  Statesm an  (M a rch  
22) on Castro ’s de te rm in a tio n  to 
avo id  co m m ittin g  Cuba to  e ith e r 
side in  the schism.

“ L a tin -A m e ric a n s , in  the  m ean-
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Berkeley-Oakland 
Election Returns

A  F a ir  H ousing O rd inance was 
defeated in  a close re fe rendum  
in  B erke ley , C a lif. The a n ti-d is ­
c r im in a tio n  m easure lost, 22,720 to 
20,323 in  one o f the h ighest tu rn ­
outs o f vo te rs in  B e rke ley  h is to ry .

A  strong  cam paign against the 
ord inance was organized by  the 
C itizens League fo r  In d iv id u a l 
Freedom . The con troversy over 
the b i l l  emphasized the  d is c r im in ­
a tion  against the  c ity ’s Negroes, 
w ho m ake up 20 per cen t o f B e r­
ke ley ’s popu la tion .

Rose Jersaw itz , S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  candidate fo r  m ayor, 
rece ived 532 votes. G eo ffrey  
W hite , SW P cand idate  fo r  C ity  
C ouncil, ta llie d  2,986 votes.

In  the  apathe tic  O ak land  cam ­
pa ign, no m en tion  was made o f 
rea l problem s co n fro n tin g  the v o t­
ers o th e r tha n  in  cam paign ta lks  
o f Pau l M on tauk, SW P candidate 
fo r  C ity  C ouncil. Jus t p r io r  to 
e lection  day, the  O akland  T rib u n e  
characterized h is  cam paign as 
“ one w here  h is  m a in  stress was 
against w a r, d is c r im in a tio n  and 
. . . the h a rm  o f au tom ation .”  
M on ta u k  rece ived 2,938 votes.

Will Castro's Trip to Moscow 
Be Followed by One to Peking?

F id e l Castro

t im e ,”  he w rite s , “ have n o t fa ile d  
to  no tice  th a t R evoluc ión , C astro ’s 
paper, re g u la r ly  pub lishes a n t i-  
K h rushchev d ia tr ib es  fro m  P ek­
ing. Those w ho  k n o w  Castro be­
lieve  he m ay a t any m om ent th ro w  
a d ia le c tica l H -b o m b  in to  the 
S ino -S ov ie t a rgum en t b y  p u b lis h ­
in g  the  ins ide s to ry  o f the  m is ­
siles deal. Such reve la tions  w o u ld  
no t o f them selves sw ing  the d is ­
pute dec is ive ly  in  C h ina ’s favour. 
B u t th e y  m ig h t w e ll be a death­
b lo w  to the  p ro -S o v ie t O ld  G ua rd  
in  the  L a tin  com m un is t parties.

“ A s so o ften  in  the  past, these 
men have g iven u n con d itio na l 
suppo rt to  the  K hru shch ev  line . 
The sen ior C uban com m unists, 
such as B las Roca, even tr ie d  to 
persuade Castro to  accept in te r ­
n a tion a l inspection. Needless to 
say, th is  m e re ly  produced a cata­
s troph ic  decline  in  th e ir  in flue nce  
w ith  Castro, w ho  now  re fe rs  to 
them  con tem ptuously as ' sate l­
lite s .'

“ T h is  re p u d ia tio n  o f the  old 
leaders is ta k in g  place elsewhere. 
In  B ra z il, L u is  C arlos Prestes has 
v ir tu a l ly  los t a l l h is a u th o r ity . His  
e x -fo llo w e rs  n o w  look  to F ran ­
cisco J u lia o , the  leader o f the  
Peasant Leagues, w ho, though  not 
a com m unis t, is  a genu ine revolu­
t io n a ry . T he re  are m any o th e r ex­
amples. The  Chinese o ffensive , in  
fact, has served to  b r in g  a process 
to a head.”

O n the  o ther side o f the  s itua ­
tion , K a ro l goes on to  say: “But 
i f  the L a t in  revo lu tiona rie s  are 
tu rn in g  aw ay fro m  Moscow, th is  
does n o t necessarily  mean they  
are tu rn in g  tow a rds  Peking. F id e l 
Castro m ay have lo s t h is  illu s io n s  
abou t M oscow, b u t he has n o t be­
come a M ao is t e ith e r. H e does n o t 
accept P ek ing ’s crude analysis 
abou t the  'decline  o f im p e r ia lis m ,' 
he fin d s  i t  d i f f ic u lt  to  fo llo w  the  
S ta lin is t scho lastic ism  o f M ao’s 
language, and in  any case he w i l l  
n o t accept the  ideo log ica l and in ­
te lle c tu a l dogm atism  w h ic h  lies 
beh ind  it.

“ W hen he c la im s th a t ‘Cuba is 
the o n ly  free  c o u n try  in  the 
w o r ld , ’ lie  is m a k in g  fu n  o f the 
Chinese as w e ll as Russians and 
A m ericans.”
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Burst of Popular Enthusiasm for Ben Bella P A R IS  —  The A p r i l  16 issue o f L e  P e u p le , the d a ily  
A lg eria n  new spaper w hich  tends to re fle c t the opin ion of top 
g overnm ent circles, devotes an en tire  page to posing the nec­
essity of establishing a governm ent m onopoly o f fo re ig n  trade  
in A lg eria .

Th is  is done in  the fo rm  of th ree artic les w ith  illu s tra tiv e  
photographs.

O ne a rtic le  cites the section o f the T r ip o li P ro g ram  d e a l­
ing w ith  the necessity of a “ policy o f p lan n in g  w ith  the dem o­
cratic  p a rtic ip a tio n  of the w orkers  in th e  economic p o w er.” 
A lg e ria  requ ires a p lanned economy w hich  includes the “ n a ­
tio n a liza tio n  o f fo re ign  tra d e .”

A  second a rtic le  re p rin ts  sections of a study o f the n a ­
tio n a liza tio n  of fo re ig n  trade  in  the u n d er-deve lo ped  countries. 
“A fte r  h av in g  dem onstrated the im portance of revenues d raw n  
fro m  fo re ign  tra d e ,” says an e d ito r ia l note, “ w e insist today on 
the necessity of n a tio n a liz in g  th e  la tte r  so th a t th e  socialist 
o rien ta tio n  o f a state shall not be counteracted by the p riv a te  
appetites of lib e ra l econom y.”

A  th ird  a rtic le  cites p re lim in a ry  steps a lread y  tak en  in  
A lg e ria  in  th is d irection. A  decree on D ecem ber 13, 1962, fo r  
exam ple , placed contro l o f exports o f fo dd er in  the hands of 
th e  g overnm ent. In  con junction  w ith  th is decree and another 
one on D ecem ber 22 a N a tio n a l O ffic e  of C om m erce w as set up 
( O N A C O ) to m a ke  a b eg inn ing  in  governm ent contro l of fo r ­
eign trade .

T h e  a rtic le  discusses the im p ortan ce of “ the n a tio n a liza ­
tion  of fo re ig n  tra d e  fo r our co u n try  on th e  road to socialism  
and fo r ra is ing  th e  standard  o f l iv in g  o f the people.” I t  is w ith  
th is in  m in d  and in  accordance w ith  the T r ip o li P ro g ram  th a t  
“o u r governm ent created last D ecem ber the N a tio n a l O ffic e  of 
C om m erce.”

B y  Joseph H a nsen
P A R IS  —  The shooting of 

M oham m ed K h e m is ti A p r i l  11 
a b ru p tly  cu t across one o f the 
m ost in te re s tin g  and s ig n ifica n t 
developm ents in  the A lg e ria n  
R e vo lu tion  since the w in n in g  o f 
independence fro m  France. T h is  
was the  g reat o u tp o u rin g  o f 
masses to  greet Ben B e lla  w hen 
he w e n t on a na tion a l to u r  a fte r 
h is  governm ent took a series o f 
m easures th a t tu rned  the helm  
s h a rp ly  aw ay fro m  ne o-co lon ia l­
ism  and in  the  d ire c tio n  o f socia l­
ism .

W hen the  news came o f the a t­
te m p t on the young fo re ign  m in ­
is te r ’s life , Ben B e lla  a t once 
ended h is  to u r and rushed to 
A lg ie rs  fo r  an em ergency session 
o f the  P o lit ic a l B ureau. P re lim in ­
a ry  in ves tig a tion s  ind ica ted  tha t 
th e  assassin was m e n ta lly  u n ­
balanced. H is deed, however, 
cou ld  no t he lp  b u t have p o lit ic a l 
s ign ificance , fo r  i t  a t once ra ised 
the  question o f changes in  posts 
and th is  coincided w ith  m ou n tin g  
pressure fo r  sweeping sh ifts  in  
the  governm ent.

T he p o p u la r response to Ben 
B e lla , w h ile  c u t sho rt b y  a trag ic  
event, rem a ins a fa c t o f the f ir s t  
o rd e r o f im portance. I t  was scarce­
ly  repo rted  in  the  P aris  new s­
papers a lthough  some o f the po ­
l i t ic a l com m entators show tha t 
th e y  grasped its  s ign ificance . The 
A m e rica n  press seems to  have 
been com p le te ly  unaw are o f w ha t 
happened o r dec ided ly  loa th  to 
b r in g  i t  to  p u b lic  a tten tion . The 
A lg e r ia n  papers, how ever, p ro v id e  
abundant and v iv id  m a te ria l.

F irs t  as to  the  size o f the 
crow ds. A t  S ouk-A hras  150,000 
tu rn e d  ou t a t the  stad ium . A f te r  
B en  B e lla  spoke, an immense 
c ro w d  fo llo w e d  h is auto to  the 
plaza. T here  a c row d  o f 80,000 
ja m m ed the square. Com parable 
f ig u re s  can be c ited  eve ryw here  
Ben B e lla  appeared. In  the sm a lle r 
places the  e n tire  popu la tion

P A R IS  —  On A p r i l  16 Ben 
B e lla  again ra ised the question o f 
re v is in g  the E v ian  accords w h ich  
F rance  exacted fro m  A lg e ria  a 
y e a r ago as the  p rice  o f a cease­
f ire .  La s t m on th  w hen F rance 
v io la te d  A lg e ria n  sove re ign ty  by  
tes ting  a nu c le a r bom b in  the 
Sahara, the  head o f the  A lg e ria n  
gove rnm en t asked fo r  re v is io n  o f 
the  m il i ta r y  p rov is ions  o f these 
accords. S ince then he has gone 
fu r th e r  and ra ised the question o f 
renegotia tion  o f the  e n tire  docu­
m ent.

T he  answ er o f the  F rench  gov­
ernm ent, on A p r i l  17, was a b r ie f 
one. A f te r  a cab inet m ee ting  a t­
tended by  de G au lle , governm ent 
spokesman P e y re fitte  said, “ The 
governm ent does no t envisage a 
re v is io n  o f the m il i ta r y  clauses o f 
th e  E v ia n  accords.”

T h is  was enough fo r  headlines
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W hat the Algerians 
Told Their Leader

poured ou t to su rround  the cara­
van. The sm allest v illages  acted 
s im ila r ly . L e t i t  be reca lled  th a t 
no t so m any m onths ago, Ben 
B e lla  lacked mass p o p u la rity .

Secondly as to  the cha racte r o f 
the response. The reports  speak o f

in  the c a p ita lis t press and a round  
o f applause fro m  the e d ito r ia l 
w rite rs . Le  M onde  reported  tha t 
i t  was in te rp re te d  in  the  depa rt­
m en t o f A lg e ria n  A ffa irs  as m ean­
in g  “ th a t the re fusa l o f any re v i­
sion, p a r tia l o r o v e r-a ll, is a con­
stan t pos ition  o f the governm ent.”

Le F iga ro , expressing its  jo y  
over de G a u lle ’s re fusa l to  bend 
to  the  pressure fo r  rev is ion  o f 
the  accords, ca lled  a tten tion  to  an 
iro n ic  note. A m ong those now  
adv is ing  the s tr ic tes t adherence to 
the  accords are extrem e r ig h tis ts  
w ho denounced them  a yea r ago 
as a “ pact o f treason”  and ac­
cused de G au lle  o f “ b e tra ya l”  fo r 
s ign ing  them .

The r ig h t is t  pressure goes m uch 
beyond the e f fo r t  to  b lock  any 
rev is ion  o f the  E v ia n  accords. A  
cam paign is now  u n d e rw a y  to 
unde rtake  econom ic reprisa ls  
against the Ben B e lla  governm ent. 
A  good exam ple  o f the v ic ious 
propaganda appearing  in  the cap­
ita l is t  press is p ro v id ed  b y  an a r­
t ic le  signed by  F ranco is M enne- 
le t w h ic h  was fea tu red  on the 
f ro n t page o f Le F iga ro  A p r i l  16.

“ The head o f the A lg e r ia n  gov­
e rnm en t w o u ld  com m it an e rro r 
i f  he w ere to con tinue th in k in g , 
as he has declared, th a t the  
F rench  governm ent has g iven h im  
some k in d  o f b la n k  check to so­
c ia lize  th rou gh ou t a ll o f A lg e ria  
the prope rties  be long ing to the 
F rench .”

The F rench  ambassador to A l ­
geria, Gorse, has ind ica ted, con­
tinues the w r ite r ,  “ th a t the F rench 
decisions, a lthough  n o t specta­
cu la r, are nonetheless a re fusa l to 
accept u n ila te ra l actions c o n tra ry  
to the  signed tre a ty  w h ich  despoil 
F rench  p ro p rie to rs  o f tens o f

“ d e lir io u s ”  roars o f approva l, of 
“ w i ld  enthusiasm .”  The w o rd  “ in ­
describable”  appears a num be r o f 
tim es in descrip tions o f the sea of 
hum an beings.

W ha t happened was a bu rs t o f 
po pu la r enthusiasm  such as has 
repea ted ly  characterized the 
Cuban R evo lu tion .

The e ffec t on the A lg e ria n  pa­
pers cou ld be seen fro m  day to 
day as the  reporte rs  became 
caught up in  the mass mood and 
tra n sm itte d  th e ir  e x h ila ra tio n  in  
tu rn  to the staffs.

A s fo r  Ben B e lla ’s speeches, 
they w ere  s im p le  and to  the p o in t 
and tended to  center m ore and 
m ore on the s ign ificance o f the 
new  measures as steps tow a rd  so­
c ia lism . T h a t was w h a t the  peo­
p le  w anted to hear. Socia lism  is 
an e x tre m e ly  po pu la r sub ject in  
A lg e ria  today.

W h a t the  crow ds w ere  ha iling , 
how ever, was no t Ben B e lla ’s 
capacity  to m ake speeches, w h ic h  
does no t com pare w ith  C astro ’s, 
b u t the measures he in it ia te d  be­
fo re  the  tou r. T hey  took th is  d i­
rec t w ay  o f app ro v ing  the estab­
lishm en t o f W orke rs ’ M anage­
m en t Com m ittees, o f W orke rs ’ 
C ouncils, o f co n ve rtin g  the 
“ vacated p rope rties ”  in to  a “ so­
c ia lis t sector,”  and o f n a tio n a liz ­
in g  some b ig  p rope rties  o f bo th  
F rench and A lg e ria n  landholders. 
I t  w i l l  no t be easy fo r  anyone to 
reverse these steps.

The exp losion o f mass fee lin g  
th a t occurred on Ben B e lla ’s to u r 
has now  become a new  fa c to r in  
A lg e ria n  po litics  fo r  i t  c le a rly  
shows the po pu la r back ing  fo r  the 
im p u ls ion  given to the socia list 
tendency in  the A lg e ria n  R ev­
o lu tio n .

Can the  re v o lu tio n a ry  pow er of 
th is  po pu la r enthusiasm  now  be 
m ob ilized  as i t  was in  Cuba? The 
fu r th e r  developm ent o f the W o rk ­
ers’ C ouncils and W orke rs ’ M a n ­
agement C om m ittees w i l l  p ro v id e  
an essential p a r t o f the answ er to 
th is  im p o rta n t question.

thousands o f hectares [o f  la n d ].”  
M enne le t then ind ica tes th a t the 

F rench governm ent w i l l  n o w  m ost 
l ik e ly  s low  dow n the m eetings o f 
com m issions and o the r bodies as­
signed in  the  “ p lan  o f co-opera­
t io n ”  and in it ia te  “ m o d ific a tio n ”  
th a t w i l l  become m ore apparent 
each day in  F rench  fin a n c ia l p a r­
tic ip a tio n .

“ In  face o f the new  s itua tion  
and the u n c e rta in ty  w h ic h  re igns 
over the fa te  o f the  F rench  h o ld ­
ings,”  we are in fo rm ed , “ the p a r­
tic ip a tio n  o f P aris  —  tw o  hundred  
m illio n  francs [$40,000,000] —
has been b locked.”

Funds fo r  new  equ ipm en t in  
A lg e ria  have been s im ila r ly  
b locked.

W ha t especia lly  angers the re p ­
resentatives o f F rench  cap ita lism  
is q u ite  ev iden t fro m  the fo llo w ­
in g  paragraph :

“ In  o rd e r to  p re ven t some o r ­
ganism  o r o th e r o f m anagem ent 
fro m  rece iv in g  F rench  subsidies 
o n ly  to  then tu rn  them  ove r in  
a u th o r ita r ia n  fash ion  to a strange 
f irm , the funds should be p ro v id ed  
o n ly  to en terprises tha t, in  re tu rn , 
cou ld  be considered as sup p ly in g  
an in d ire c t a id  to  the F rench 
econom y.”

M enne le t considers such " r e ­
p risa ls ”  reg re ttab le . “ B u t a c l i­
m ate o f perpe tua l menace to the 
s itua tion  o f o u r com patrio ts  and to 
ou r n a tion a l in terests provokes a 
le g itim a te  re p ly .”

T h is  “ le g itim a te  re p ly ”  in  the 
in te rests o f ca p ita lis t p ro p e rty  
m ay w e ll p rovoke  a le g itim a te  
c o u n te r-b lo w  in  the  in te rests o f 
the A lg e r ia n  people. Socia lists 
eve ryw here  w i l l  have no d i f f ic u l­
ty  dec id ing  w h ich  side they  stand 
on.

P A R IS  —  W h ile  the A lg e ria n  
C om m unis t p a rty  has been banned 
in  A lg e ria , its  v ie w p o in t nonethe­
less finds  at least lim ite d  expres­
sion in  the d a ily  A lg e r R é pu b li­
ca in  pub lished in  A lg ie rs . T h is  pa­
per has ha iled  the new  measures 
taken by  Ben B e lla  as opening 
the w a y  fo r  A lg e ria  to  become 
“ n o n -c a p ita lis t.”  H ow ever, the  ap­
p ro v a l o f the  CP appears to  be no t 
w ith o u t its  doubts and reserva­
tions.

A t  a press conference g iven by  
Ben B e lla  A p r i l  16, the  ch ie f e d i­
to r  o f A lg e r R épub lica in , A b d e l-  
ha m id  Benzine, asked the fo llo w ­
in g  questions:

“ Too Fast?”
“ These f ir s t  measures ha v in g  

been taken, isn ’ t  i t  necessary, be­
fo re  ta k in g  others, to  consolidate 
these f ir s t  conquests be fore  going 
fo rw a rd?  A re n ’t  you a fra id  th a t in  
go ing too fas t d if f ic u lt ie s  could 
arise th a t w o u ld  r is k  b r in g in g  de­
fe a t to the w ho le  enterprise?

“ D on’t  you th in k  th a t the na ­
t io n a l bourgeoisie, the  p a trio tic  
fac tion , s t i l l  has a po s itive  ro le  to 
p lay , in  un ion  w ith  a l l the  people 
to  com ple te the  n a tio n a l in d e ­
pendence, to  assure o u r f u l l  and 
e n tire  sove re ignty  and to  p a r­
tic ip a te  in  the  construc tion  o f the 
coun try?  I f  yes, in  w h a t way?

“ W h a t ro le  can the press and 
organs o f in fo rm a tio n  in  general 
p la y  fo r  the  success o f the  meas­
ures w h ic h  you have taken and 
the m o b iliza tio n  o f the masses, in  
the c o u n try ’s tasks o f construc­
tio n ? ”

Response
Ben B e lla ’s response to  these 

questions, w h ic h  m ig h t w e ll have 
come fro m  a c a p ita lis t newspaper 
so lic itous ove r the fa te  o f the 
A lg e ria n  bourgeoisie, was re p o rt­
ed as fo llo w s  b y  A lg e r  R é p u b li­
cain:

“ B efo re  re p ly in g , the  P resident 
s m ilin g ly  asked i f  i t  was re a lly  
A lg e r R é pub lica in  th a t posed 
these th ree questions. T h is  ob­
serva tion  had the  e ffec t o f re la x ­
in g  the audience and the re p re ­
sentatives o f o u r paper jo in e d  in  
the la ug h te r o f the President, the 
m in is te rs  and a ll those present.

“ A hm ed Ben B e lla , s t i l l  s m il­
ing, then  said: ‘No, w e are n o t a t 
a l l m ov in g  too fas t . . . W e w a ited  
s ix  m onths because i t  was no t 
possible to do i t  be fore  . . . B u t 
i t  is im possib le  fo r  us to w a it  now, 
a t r is k  o f los ing  the confidence 
o f ou r m ilita n ts  . . .’

“ A s  fo r  the  p a tr io t ic  fac tio n  o f

the bourgeoisie, no ta b ly  the 
wholesalers, etc. . . . the y  w i l l  n o t 
be attacked on cond ition  th a t the y  
don ’t  th in k  they have the r ig h t  
to con tinue  acting  as the y  have in  
the  past; and the P res iden t then 
c ited  the exam ple  o f ce rta in  o f­
f ic ia ls  o r responsib le people in  the 
F L N  p a r ty  fro m  w h om  fa rm s had 
been recovered, and added th a t 
the bourgeoisie had a ro le  to  p lay .

“ H ow ever, in  place o f b u y in g  
rea l estate o r m a k in g  un p ro duc­
t iv e  investm ents the y  m ust con­
t r ib u te  to  the  c o u n try ’s construc­
t io n  and the P res iden t reca lled  
once again the  exam ple  o f such 
investm ents a t R elizane w h e re  the 
p e tty  bourgeois ie  p a rtic ip a te d  in  
the  ru n n in g  o f a cannery  and a 
roasting  p lan t.

“  ‘The press, fo r  its  p a rt, m ust 
e xp la in , say w h a t i t  th in k s ,’ 
A hm ed Ben B e lla  stressed, adding: 
‘ I t  m ust be pos itive  . . .  I  say th is  
p a r t ic u la r ly  to A lg e r R é p u b li­
ca in .’ ”

French Apply Economic Squeeze

A New Factor in Algerian Politics

P A R IS  —  T h e  ke y  slogans 
th a t appeared on banners  
am ong the crowds th a t g ree t­
ed Ben B e lla  on his to u r are  
listed in  the A p r i l  13 E l  
M o u d jah id , cen tra l o rgan of 
the F L N  (P a r ty  of the N a ­
tional L ib era tio n  F ro n t) ,  as 
fo llows:

In  A lg iers: “ E verybody
u n ited  fo r  the tr iu m p h  of 
socialism !” “ L an d  to the  
peasants; factories to the  
w o rke rs !” “ Support B ro th er  
Ben B e lla !” “E nd the e x p lo i­
tation  of m an by m a n !”

In  O ran : “ Long liv e  the  
M an ag em en t C o m m ittees!” 
“ Long liv e  Ben B e lla !” “Yes  
to A lg eria n  socialism !” “ T he  
R evo lu tion  is our goal!”

In  M ostaganem : “ T h e  U G -  
T A  [tra d e  unions] un ited  b e­
h ind  the g overn m en t!” “ Yes  
to the recent decision fo r so­
c ia lism !”

In  S o u k -A h ras : “ O ne sole 
p arty , the F L N !”

In  B laudau: “ N a tio n a liza ­
tion  and fre e  m ed ic in e!” 
“ P artic ip a tio n  of the A lg e ria n  
w om an in  the developm ent 
of the co u n try !”

In  G ue lm a: “ R ead justm ent 
of a g ric u ltu ra l w ages!” “F o r  
free  m ed ic in e!” “ Confidence  
and to ta l support to B ro th e r  
Ben B e lla !”

Urge Planned Economy Step

Communists Query Ben Bella 
On Pace of Nationalizations

To Enforce a Bad Bargain

...Miss. Racists
(Continued from  Page 1)

the  deve lopm ent o f independent 
economic and p o lit ic a l pow er to 
force rea l concessions o r m ean ing­
fu l fede ra l in te rve n tio n .

A  step in  th is  d ire c tio n  was 
made las t w eek w hen Rev. M a r­
t in  L u th e r  K in g  appealed to the 
m a jo r un ions and c iv i l- r ig h ts  
groups across the c o u n try  to o r­
ganize a n a tio n -w id e  boyco tt 
against chain stores w h o s e  
branches practice  d is c r im in a tio n  in  
B irm in g h a m . Response was ten ta ­
tiv e  and spotty, b u t i t  nevertheless 
resu lted A p r i l  20 in  one day o f the  
m ost successful boyco tt p ic k e tin g  
ever h e ld  in  th is  cou n try . B o th  
A F L -C IO  un ions and the Team ­
sters pa rtic ip a te d  in  a nu m be r o f 
c ities.

There  w i l l  be pressure fro m  the 
governm ent, f ro m  “ lib e ra ls ,”  and 
fro m  w ith in  the  leadersh ip  o f 
la bo r and the Negro m ovem ents 
to le t th is  k in d  o f a c t iv ity  w ith e r  
aw ay o r stop at the token stage 
— on the g round th a t i t  w i l l  em ­
barrass Kennedy o r a liena te  bu s i­
nessmen. B u t on ly  such in de ­
pendent pressure can produce re ­
sults. A t  present the  key  to  deep­
en ing th is  deve lopm ent lies w ith  
the Southern freedom  fig h te rs  
them selves and th e ir  a b il i ty  —  by  
d e fia n t d ire c t actions —  to  keep 
the w o r ld ’s a tten tion  rive te d  on 
places l ik e  B irm in g h a m  and 
Greenwood.
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ottohA J ’Âvm Owi ébuukM
Prejudice Against Women

B a ltim o re , M d.
I t  was ve ry  u n fo rtu n a te  th a t 

The M il ita n t  fa ile d  to m en tion  the 
ann ive rsa ry  o f In te rn a tio n a l 
W om en’s D ay (M a rch  8 ). On th is  
day in  1917, Russian w om en dem ­
onstra ted the  re v o lu tio n a ry  po­
te n tia l o f wom en b y  go ing on 
s tr ik e  and in it ia t in g  the cha in o f 
events lead ing to  the ove rth ro w  
o f Czardom.

H ow eve r i t  is no t s im p ly  fo r  
h is to r ic a l reasons th a t th is  date 
deserves m ention , b u t also fo r  
v e ry  present ones. A m erican  
w om en —  supposedly the  m ost 
“ lib e ra te d ”  in  the  w o r ld  —  are 
second-class citizens. The average 
A m erican  wom an is as m uch a 
v ic t im  o f the c a p ita lis t system as 
h e r husband —  the system w h ich  
underpays he r and severely re ­
s tr ic ts  he r w o rk  op po rtu n itie s ; 
forces he r in to  v ir tu a l household 
s la ve ry  because she can’t  a ffo rd  
m aids o r baby-s itte rs , and the 
state doesn’t  p ro v id e  them . H e r 
husband w o rks  so ha rd  ju s t so 
the  fa m ily  can su rv ive  th a t he

“ The hope fo r  peace lies n o t in  
the  discussions a t P anm un jom , in  
secret nego tia tions beh ind  locked 
doors o f the  chance lle ries o f the 
w o r ld ’s ru le rs , in  the  “ peace”  
m aneuvers o f the  p in -s tr ip e d  d ip ­
lom ats and statesmen. Peace can 
be assured o n ly  th rou gh  the in ­
dependent mass s trugg le  o f the 
organized w o rke rs  and th e ir  a llies.

“ A  f i r s t  g reat step to w a rd  peace 
can be taken w hen the  A m erican  
people, led  by  the la b o r m ove­
m ent, wage an ir re s is t ib le  d r iv e  to 
com pel E isenhow er to w ith d ra w  
a l l U.S. troops im m e d ia te ly  fro m  
K orea. So long  as A m erican  
arm ies are entrenched on K orean 
so il w ith in  s tr ik in g  d istance o f 
M an ch u ria  and S iberia , K orea  w i l l  
rem a in  a pow der keg lia b le  a t any 
m om ent to  exp lode in to  a tom ic 
w o r ld  w a r.

“ The w ho le  p rob lem  o f w a r and 
peace m ust be taken ou t o f the 
hands o f those w ho  p ro f i t  fro m  
w a r. The w o rk in g  people, th rough  
th e ir  ow n p o lit ic a l representatives, 
m ust take co n tro l o f A m e rica ’s 
fo re ign  as w e ll as dom estic p o l­
icies. L a b o r m ust establish its  own 
p o lit ic a l p a rty , w ith  a p ro g ra m  to 
w in  p o lit ic a l po w e r in  W ash ing­
ton, set up  a W orke rs  and F a rm ­
ers G overnm ent, set in to  m o tio n  a 
soc ia lis t econom y and extend the 
hand o f f ra te rn ity  and m a te ria l 
a id  to a l l m a n k in d ”  —  A p r i l  
27, 1953.

2 0  Y E A R S  A G O

“  ‘F ra n k  Jacson,’ G PU m u rd e r­
e r o f Leon T ro tsky , was sentenced 
today to  a 20 yea r te rm  fo r  the 
crim e. M ex ican  la w  does n o t have 
e ith e r a death sentence o r l i fe -  
te rm  fo r  m u rde r. The m a x im u m  
fo r  p rem ed ita ted  m u rd e r is 20 
years . . .

“ The defense c la im s w ere  re ­
jec ted b y  the  th ree  judges, p re ­
sided over b y  M an ua l R iv ie ra  Vaz­
quez, one o f M ex ico ’s forem ost 
ju r is ts , w h o  handed dow n an 118- 
page ve rd ic t. T h e ir  v e rd ic t ru led  
th a t the  m u rd e r had been p re ­
m ed ita ted  and th a t ‘Jacson’ had 
come to M exico  —  he had a r­
r iv e d  O ctober 1939, n e a rly  a year 
be fore the  m u rd e r —  so le ly  to 
k i l l  T ro ts k y  . . .

“ In  a ff irm in g  ‘Jacson’s’ p rem e­
d ita t io n  and his com ing to  M exico  
so le ly  w ith  the  a im  o f k i l l in g  
T ro tsky , the co u rt le f t  to  any rea ­
sonable person the p la in  in fe rence 
th a t i t  was a w e ll-o rga n ize d  po­
l i t ic a l assassination —  and th a t 
S ta lin  was its  in s tig a to r.”  —  A p r i l  
24, 1943.

is too tire d  to  he lp her. F in a lly , 
society te lls  h e r th a t a ll th is  
d ru dg e ry  is as i t  should be, th a t 
i f  she doesn’t  accept her in fe r io r  
position , love  housew ork and 
“ c a rin g ”  fo r  he r ch ild re n  and hus­
band she is a freak , inhum an, 
e v il, u n -C h ris tia n  and, ho rro rs  o f 
ho rro rs , u n -A m e rica n !

The status o f w om en is m a in ­
ta ined  b y  a constant barrage of 
propaganda show ing wom en to  be 
in te lle c tu a lly  in fe r io r .  H ow ever, 
w o rs t o f a ll, is  the sex sym bo lism  
in  w h ich  wom en is so enshrined 
th a t she is s trangled. S ocia lis t 
men eva luate wom en by  physica l 
m easurem ents as m uch as o ther 
men, and don’t  rea lize  th a t th e ir  
a ttitudes  are v e ry  s im ila r  to those 
o f the w h ite  ra c is t w ho  im m e d ia ­
te ly  takes sk in  co lor, as a sign th a t 
the in d iv id u a l is to  be classed 
separate ly, trea ted d iffe re n t ly  and, 
s ig n if ic a n tly , w ith  less serious­
ness than  o th e r in d iv id u a ls .

Jus t as w h ite  people m ust exe rt 
a conscious e ffo r t  to overcom e 
th e ir  en v iro nm en t to  tre a t Negroes 
equa lly , m en m ust and should e x ­
e r t themselves to  overcom e th e ir  
pre jud ices about wom en. F o r i t  is 
these p re jud ices, shared equa lly  
b y  m ales and fem ales, th a t m ake 
w om en so passive and un res is ting  
to  th e ir  p lig h t, as w e ll as neu ro tic  
i f  the y  dare b reak  w ith  conven­
tion .

R.S.

Socialized Entombment
B erke ley, C a lif.

W as g lad to  see in  y o u r A p r i l  8 
issue th a t you reported  on the 
m ausoleum  ou t here th a t has been 
selected as a c iv i l  defense fa llo u t 
shelter.

The B erke ley D a ily  Gazette re ­
po rts  th a t the  Sunset M ausoleum  
is dedicated to  “ eve rlas ting  li fe . ”  
The re p o rt adds th a t am ong the 
su rv iv a l gear now  stored the re  “ is 
a p la in  cardboard  box con ta in ing  
an ite m  in  w h ic h  c iv i l  defense o f­
fic ia ls  say they  p u t m uch hope —  
B ib les.”

I t  also says: “ I f  worse comes to 
w ors t, c iv i l  defense o ffic ia ls  say, a 
thousand o r m ore people w i l l  
troop  in to  the gorgeous above­
ground  entom bm ent, up  the great 
m a rb le  s ta irw a y  o f so lid  Ita lia n  
tra v e rtin e  and to  an assembly 
p o in t w ith in  v ie w  o f a C h ris t f ig ­
u re .”

I t ’s c o m fo rtin g  to kn o w  th a t 
the governm ent has gone in  fo r  
socialized entom bm ent. Even the 
destitu te  m ay lo ok  fo rw a rd  to  
e te rn ity  w ith in  b e a u tifu l m arb le  
w a lls .

T.A .
The Medical Riddle

P h ila de lph ia , Pa.
A s a v ic t im  o f the m ed ica l rac­

k e t I  p a r t ic u la r ly  apprecia ted the 
enclosed le tte r  w h ic h  appeared in  
the  P h ila de lph ia  In q u ire r .

W .W .
*  *  *

“ I  am  in  m y  65th year. I  have 
tr ie d  to liv e  fo r th r ig h t ly  and 
p ro d u c tive ly . N o w  m y  he a lth  is 
spent and m y  funds v e ry  lim ite d ; 
b u t l i fe  continues.

“ Each m on th  I  m ust spend fro m  
$23 to $43 fo r  m ed ica l care and 
m edicines ju s t  to keep a live .

“ The p u b lic  co n tribu te d  m illio n s  
o f do lla rs  to  b reak  dow n the  b a r­
r ie rs  o f po lio , he a rt troub le , etc. 
The pu b lic , one w ay o r another, 
pa id  fu l ly  fo r  the research w o rk . 
D ow n fe l l  the  ram parts ; the so lu­
tions w ere fou nd  to  these dread 
diseases. M edicines fo r  cure, m ed­
ica l care fo r  p reven tion .

“ B u t drugs have exp loded in to  
a fan ta s tic  in d u s try  bu rden ing

each m an ’s l i fe  and shamelessly 
exacting  outrageous prices fo r  
m edicines w h ich  should be rea d i­
ly  accessible to a ll at reasonable 
prices.

“ I  don ’t  w a n t socialized m ed i­
c ine b u t how  else sha ll w e  con­
t ro l th is  s itua tion? W h y  should the 
sick, a lready f in a n c ia lly  dra ined, 
be req u ire d  to  pay fo r  those u n ­
able to pay? The obvious question 
is w h y  f in a n c ia lly  solvent, w e ll 
persons shou ldn ’t  also con tribu te  
to  the care o f the ind igent?

“ A nsw er me th is  r id d le  fo r  m y 
nam e is

Legion”

Responsibility for Hitler
Fond du Lac, W is.

I  attended a lec tu re  by  a m em ­
ber o f the A m erican  C iv il L ib ­
erties U n ion , the  o n ly  organ iza­
tio n  I  be long to  fo r  the past nu m ­
ber o f years.

The lec tu re  was good. The o n ly  
fa u lt  was th a t in  discussing the 
case o f H it le r  he p u t the  blam e 
fo r  h is rise  to  pow er on the  G er­
m an people. L ik e  so m any, he 
fr ie d  the m in n o w  and le t the 
w ha le  go free.

W hy  la y  the sins o f the  ca p ita l­
ists on labor? The m onopolies in  
A m erica , Eng land, F rance and 
G erm any set H it le r  up  and ca lled 
i t  "n a tio n a l socia lism ”  to  fo o l the  
G erm an w orkers .

H it le r  said, “ H o w  can I  lose? 
I  have a ll the  m oney o f the  w o rld  
beh ind  m e.”  W hen the m onopo l­
ists w oke up to  the fa c t th a t they 
stood to lose m ore lo o t than they 
had gained the y  set o u t to  tear 
h im  down.

Charles Tap lin

Those Cuba Reds —  A  head line 
in  the  A p r i l  21 New Y o rk  T im es  
sports section w arned: Cuban
Team  B iggest T h rea t to U.S. 
Hopes fo r  P an -A m erican  Baseball 
T it le .  The w a rn in g  was bo rn  ou t 
the  n e x t day a t the  B ra z il meet 
w hen the  Cuban trounced the 
U.S. 13-1. G ilb e r t  Torres, Cuban 
m anager and fo rm e r W ashington 
Senators in fie ld e r, to ld  the Tim es  
th a t C uba’s sports p rogram  has 
100,000 youngsters, fro m  l i t t le  
leaguers to  f irs t-d iv is io n  am ateurs, 
p la y in g  b a ll. P rofessional baseball 
has been abolished. Said Torres: 
“ N o w  the m oney th a t people pay 
to w a tch  baseball goes in to  ou r 
sports p rogram  and no t in to  the 
pockets o f a fe w  businessmen.”

Cand id Com m ent Dep’t  —  “ The 
d iffe rences between them  are 
t r iv ia l  com pared to  th e ir  fu n d a ­
m en ta l agreem ent.”  C o lum n is t 
W a lte r L ipp m ann , com m enting  on 
the  econom ic program s o f John 
F. K ennedy and Nelson R ocke fe l­
le r.

H ead line  o f the W eek —  The
Pascagoula and Moss P o in t, Miss., 
C hron ic le  on M a rch  25 ca rried  th is  
head line: M ethod ists  V ow  to  F ig h t 
Socia lism  in  M iss iss ipp i. I t  seems 
they fee l th a t the na tio n a l M e th ­
od ist chu rch  has fa lle n  p re y  to 
“ socia list, in te g ra tio n  trends”  and 
they don’t  in te nd  to le t  i t  happen 
in  ‘D ear O le M iss.’

Mass A llia n c e  fo r  Progress —
T he socia l w e lfa re  depa rtm en t in  
L im a , Peru, p lans to  ho ld  free 
mass m arriages every tw o  m onths 
fo r  couples unab le  to a ffo rd  p r iv ­
ate w eddings. Seventy couples 
have a lready  been signed up fo r

On Teaching 'Communism'
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y. 

Courses in  C om m unism  in  
Roman C a tho lic  h igh  schools, 
p ro ba b ly  s ta rtin g  n e x t year, have 
been announced by the  N a tiona l 
C a tho lic  E duca tiona l Association 
(N .Y . T im es, A p r i l  18). T he  D e­
p a rtm e n t o f School S up erin ten ­
dents o f the  Association recom ­
mends th a t these courses be given 
by  “ teachers w ho  have m astered 
and re fu te d  (m y  em phasis) the 
cen tra l propositions o f M a rx is m - 
Le n in ism .”

I t  seems to  me th a t such in ­
s truc tion , by  such teachers, is no t 
lik e ly  to  g ive  a sound, broad or 
ob je c tive  unde rs tand ing  o f the 
vast re v o lu tio n  th a t is b r in g in g  
the w o r ld  in to  a new  epoch, and 
w h ich  sm all m inds c a ll “ C om ­
m un ism .”

The great ph ilosopher John 
S tu a rt M i l l  had some v e ry  specific  
advice on le a rn in g  about the 
“ o ther side.”  He said, “ He w ho 
know s o n ly  h is  ow n side o f the 
case, know s l i t t le  o f tha t. N o r is 
i t  enough th a t he shou ld  hear the 
argum ents o f adversaries fro m  h is 
ow n teachers, presented as they  
state them  and accom panied by 
w h a t they o ffe r  as re fu ta tions . He 
m ust hear them  fro m  those w ho 
ac tu a lly  be lieve them ; w h o  defend 
them  in  earnest and w ho  do th e ir  
u tm ost fo r  them .”

Since no C a tho lic  school board 
w o u ld  p e rm it a C om m unis t o r an 
advocate o f M a rx is m -L e n in is m  to 
teach its  pup ils , I  v e ry  m uch fea r 
th a t ou r C a tho lic  y o u th  w i l l  re ­
m a in  in  its  deep ignorance o f the 
rea l na tu re  o f the  new  socio-po-

the f ir s t  perfo rm ance. I t  was no t 
reported  w h e the r the  cerem ony is 
U .S .-financed and w h e the r i t  w i l l  
in c lude  an a n ti-C o m m u n is t oath.

F a ll fro m  Grace —  P au l H o r-  
nung, o f the Green B ay Packers, 
w ho  was suspended b y  the N a­
t io n a l F oo tb a ll League fo r  be tting  
on league fo o tb a ll games, had been 
ea rn ing  in  excess o f $25,000 a year 
fo r  g iv in g  a d ve rtis ing  testim on ia ls . 
T h a t’s lik e ly  to drop o f f  now. 
“ W e w o n ’t  touch h im ,”  said one 
adve rtis ing  agency man. “ No one 
is fo rgo tte n  fas te r than a fa llen  
hero ,”  he added.

M adison A venue, U S A  —  M a d i­
son A venue ’s im age is v ir tu a lly  
pu re  w h ite , accord ing to  facts re ­
leased b y  the  U rb an  League o f 
G rea te r New  Y o rk . I t  charged th a t 
the c ity ’s ten m a jo r agencies em ­
p lo y  23,600 persons and “ less than 
eleven o f them  are Negroes.”

N o n -P h ilosoph ica l —  “ F rom  a 
social and ph ilosoph ica l stand­
po in t, I  m ig h t no t fa v o r a system 
unde r w h ich  candidates fo r  p u b ­
lic  o ffice  m ust re ly  e ith e r on th e ir  
personal w e a lth  o r resources con-

li t ic a l ideo logy th a t has a lready 
c la im ed o n e -th ird  o f the  hum an 
race.

Th is  w ay o f “ teach ing”  Com ­
m un ism  rem inds me o f m y  ow n 
experience as a c h ild  in  the  p r im ­
it iv e  schools o f the  S ou thern  state 
in  w h ich  I  liv e d  around 1900. W e 
were tau gh t h is to ry , I  rem em ber, 
by an em b itte red , “ un reco ns truc t­
ed”  65 -yea r-o ld  sp inster da ug h te r 
o f a C onfederate general. She had 
fro m  he r ch ildhood  been indoc-, 
tr in a te d  to hate and re fu te  any­
th in g  “ Y ankee”  —  a te rm  w h ic h  
she used as the C atholics today  
use the e p ithe t “ C om m unism .”

H e r fa v o r ite  them e was th a t 
A b raham  L in c o ln  was a ty ra n n ic a l 
d ic ta to r w ho  sent m ercenary  
troops in to  o u r be loved Southland ' 
to m u rde r, p illa ge  and destroy ou r 
be a u tifu l w a y  o f life . I  th in k .  I i  
m ust have been 21 years o ld  b e -  
fo re  I learned th a t the  South lost' 
the B a ttle  o f G ettysburg .

T a y lo r Adam s

Unemployed Organizations?
C arm el, C a lif, 

I had no t seen a copy o f The  
M ilita n t  fo r  m any years w h en  I  
sent in  a d o lla r  fo r  the  subscrip ­
tio n  o ffe re d  in  „ the  N a tio n a l 
G uard ian ! I ’m  glad I  d id . T he  pa ­
per is exce llen t.

I  th in k  un em p loym en t is reach­
in g  the p o in t w here  organ izations 
o f the unem ployed m ay be needed 
again. A  genera l discussion, o r 
a rtic le , in  the paper on th is  m ig h t 
he lp . I t  seems to  m e th a t th is  
w o rk  cou ld  be a lm ost on a “ d o - it -  
y o u rse lf”  basis i f  a l i t t le  gu idance 
were given.

R.R.

tr ib u te d  by in d iv id u a ls  and groups 
w h ich  m ay have some specia l in ­
te rest to present o r m a in ta in . 
How ever, in  the  practice  o f m y  
profession I  am  n o t p e rm itte d  to  
d w e ll long on abstractions.”  —  
John A . O ’D onne ll, la w y e r- lo b b y -  
is t fo r  P h ilip p in e  sugar in te rests 
e x p la in in g  to  a Senate com m it­
tee w hy he fa ile d  to re p o rt 1960 
cam paign con trib u tio n s  to  20 can­
didates o f bo th  m a jo r parties.

Havana N o t fo r  H im  —  Charles 
E. M eyer, a v ice p res ident o f Sears 
Roebuck, is now  h a p p ily  head ing 
up the  com pany’s D allas, Texas, 
opera tion. P rev iou s ly  he was in  
charge o f the  in te rn a tio n a l d iv i­
sion and h is last chore was to  t r y  
to save the com pany’s seven stores 
in  Cuba. He to ld  the D a llas  T im es  
H era ld  A p r i l  14 th a t in  H avana 
he was s ta rtle d  to  f in d  the  Sears 
em ployes c a rry in g  guns. A f te r  a 
w h ile , he added, sound tru c k s  
began b la rin g , “ M eye r go hom e.” ' 
The stores w ere na tiona lized  and 
are now ca lled  Sears R evo luc iona­
rio . M eye r was pleased to  note 
th a t the D a llas  em ployes don ’t  
pack p isto ls.

Thought for the Week
“ C a p ita lis t society in  Europe today is a ff lic te d  by a g row ing  

m alaise . . . The question w h ic h  a great m any are asking is : ‘W here  
does cap ita lism  go fro m  here?’ . . . The p ro f i t  m arg ins  o f the biggest 
and best in d u s tr ia l companies have been w h it t le d  do w n  . . . The spec­
te r o f a p ro fitle ss  cap ita lis t society has begun to loom. C ap ita lism  seems, 
in  short, to be going now here.”  —  B r it is h  jo u rn a lis t Terrence P r it t ie  
in  the A p r i l  21 New  Y o rk  T im es  magazine.
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ta in  businessmen w ho fee l th a t 
th e ir  businesses m ay be h u rt by 
the  sales ta x  have also come ou t 
against it. W h ile  i t  is  u n lik e ly  th a t 
the Dem ocrats w i l l  pay m uch heed 
to labo r, they do have a sensitive 
ear fo r  protests fro m  th is  quarte r. 
P au l Screvane, C ity  C ounc il P res­
iden t, was reported  by  the A p r i l  
16 New Y o rk  Post as saying th a t 
a subs titu te  fo r  the sales ta x  
“ m ig h t be developed i f  i t ’s go ing 
to w o rk  some grievous hardships 
on some o f o u r business people.”

“ U n ion  condem nation o f W ag­
n e r’s measures is a lm ost as strong 
as th e ir  past support fo r  his elec­
tio n ,”  was a com m ent o f R ichard  
Garza, Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
New Y o rk  state cha irm an.

“ W agner’s sales tax  shows 
where  the Dem ocrats stand on is ­
sues th a t d ire c t ly  a ffe c t the peo­
p le ,”  Garza said. “ I t ’s tim e  fo r  the 
un ions and the w o rk in g  people in  
genera l to w ake up to  the  fa c t 
th a t the Dem ocrats are no m ore 
th e ir  fr ien ds  than the  Republicans, 
and to fo rm  th e ir  ow n p o lit ic a l 
p a rty  w h ich  cou ld f ig h t  fo r  the 
in te rests o f the w o rke rs  and poor 
o f th is  c ity .”

In  an open le tte r  to the M in ­
neapolis T ribu ne , Joseph Johnson, 
Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  candidate 
fo r  M ayo r o f M inneapo lis , de­
c la red  tha t:

“ The M inneapo lis  T rib u n e  o f 
A p r i l  13th, made an a ttack  upon 
the  w o rk in g  man. T h is  paper a t­
tacked the U n ited  F ede ra tion  o f 
Teachers fo r  w ish in g  to  be tte r the 
teachers’ w o rk in g  cond itions. The 
T rib u n e  a ttacked the r ig h t  o f m en 
to s tr ik e  fo r  b e tte r wages and 
conditions.

“ The r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  was n o t 
g iven  to us by  the T rib u n e  o r any 
o th e r boss. The r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  was 
fou gh t fo r  and w on b y  the  blood 
and courage o f generations o f 
w o rk in g  m en . . .

“ The w o rke rs  o f M inneapo lis  
can be p roud  o f the  p a r t the y  
p layed in  w in n in g  the r ig h t  to 
s trike . O u r c ity  before the  tru c k  
d r iv e rs ’ s trikes was an open-shop, 
lo w -w age  tow n . These s trikes  gave 
to  the  people o f M inneapo lis  h ig h ­
e r wages, un ion  jo b  p ro tec tion  and 
grea te r freedom . U n ion  m en d ied 
f ig h t in g  fo r  the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  in  
M inneapo lis  . . .

“M ust F ight”
“ B u t now  w e m ust f ig h t  again. 

The bosses are t r y in g  to  destroy 
ou r r ig h ts  th a t w ere w on in  the 
past. W ith  h igh  unem p loym ent 
the y  fee l the y  can take aw ay ou r 
r ig h t  to  s trike .

“ The o n ly  answ er to  th is  a t­
tack is the independent m il ita n t  
s p ir it  th a t organized the  un ions in  
M inneapo lis  in  the 1930s. T h is  
s p ir it  th a t fo rm ed  the F a rm e r 
L a b o r P a rty  m ust again take the 
road o f la bo r p o lit ic a l action  . .

Johnson is cam paign ing on a 
prog ram  fo r: 1) a 30 -hour week 
a t 40 hours ’ pay to  re lie ve  u n ­
em ploym ent, 2) peace and d is­
arm am ent, 3) an end to  ra c ia l d is ­
c r im in a tio n , 4) s h ift in g  the b u r ­
den o f ta xa tio n  onto the w e a lth y  
corpora tions, 5) a M inneapo lis  
m edicare p lan .

B y Constance W eissm an
Thom as C. W ansley, an 18-year- 

o ld  Negro you th  o f Lyn chb u rg , 
Va., has been sentenced to  the 
e lec tric  c h a ir  on tw o  charges o f 
rape. H e is also unde r a sen­
tence o f 20 years im p rison m en t on 
a charge o f ro b b in g  one o f the  a l­
leged rape v ic tim s  o f $1.36. The 
evidence was f lim s y ; the re  w ere 
no w itnesses; no r cou ld  the  w h ite  
w om an w ho  had a lleged ly  been 
raped p o s it iv e ly  id e n tify  W ans­
ley  as h e r a ttacke r.

George W . B rooks, a 37 -yea r- 
o ld  w h ite  m an fro m  Lyn chb u rg , 
has been sentenced to  f iv e  years 
in  p rison  fo r  rape o f an e leven- 
y e a r-o ld  Negro ch ild . The act was 
w itnessed b y  P a tro lm an  C. W. 
Snow. B rooks w i l l  be e lig ib le  fo r  
paro le  a fte r  o n ly  18 m onths in  
prison.

The prosecu to r in  bo th  cases 
was C om m onw ea lth  A tto rn e y  
Royston Jester I I I .  A lth o u g h  he 
was the  prosecutor, he asked the 
judge  to  a llo w  B rooks to  be sent 
to  a m en ta l ho sp ita l fo r  observa­
tion . The judge  in  bo th  cases was 
O. R aym ond C u n d iff. He g ranted 
the  request and the w h ite  rap is t 
was under observation fo r  weeks 
in  the S outhw estern State Hos­
p ita l a t M a rion , Va.

Prosecutor Objects
W hen W ansley ’s a tto rn ey  re ­

quested th a t h is c lie n t be sent 
fo r  m en ta l observation and e x ­
am ina tion , P rosecutor Jester ob­
jected th a t the Negro you th  was 
no t sick. Judge C u n d iff  refused 
the request.

W ansley was tr ie d  by  an a l l-  
w h ite , m ale ju ry .  H is  a tto rney, 
Reuben Lawson, w h o  f ile d  notice 
o f appeal to  the state Suprem e 
C ourt, d ied o f a he a rt a ttack  on 
M arch  23. Len H o lt, c iv i l- r ig h ts
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South’s Youthful Rights Fighters Meet
B y  B a rry  S heppard

Students fro m  every S ou thern 
state and the D is tr ic t  o f C o lum b ia  
w ere  jo ine d  b y  supporte rs fro m  
the  N o rth  at the  T h ird  A n n u a l 
Conference o f the  S tuden t N on­
v io le n t C o -o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee 
over the A p r i l  13th weekend in  
A tla n ta , Ga. The 350 students 
present represented 34 S outhern 
colleges and 17 N o rth e rn  schools.

The heroes o f the conference 
w ere the  em battled  delegates fro m  
Greenwood, M iss., w here  SNCC’s 
vo te r-re g is tra tio n  p ro je c t has been 
m et b y  shootings, arrests and 
o ther fo rm s o f in tim id a tio n . R ob­
e r t Moses, f ie l d  secre tary lead ing 
the vo te r-re g is tra tio n  d r iv e  in  
G reenwood, said th a t SNCC in ­
tends to  go ahead w ith  p lans to 
reg is te r the Negroes in  L e flo re  
coun ty  w here  G reenwood is s i­
tuated.

F o u r w orkshops w ere  he ld : 
N onvio lence, Techniques in  C om ­
m u n ity  M o b iliza tio n , P rob lem s in  
the M ovem ent, and The H idden  
S tru c tu re  and Socia l A c tio n . The 
las t was especia lly in te res ting , 
since i t  probed the econom ic and 
p o lit ic a l roots o f racism .

The conference heard  D r. H o w ­
a rd  Z inn, P rofessor o f H is to ry  at 
Spelm an College, A tla n ta , discuss 
the p o lit ic s  o f the suppression o f 
the Negro. D r. Z inn  said th a t i t  
is a m y th  th a t Southern racism  
is a m ere d is to rtio n  upon a ba­
s ica lly  sound dem ocra tic  A m erica . 
Racism is a n a tio n a l p rob lem  in ­
teg ra l to the w ho le  social s truc ­

tu re  and cha rac te ris tic  o f the  en­
t ire  h is to ry  o f the  U n ited  States, 
he said.

W h ile  the Negro is m ost b la ta n t­
ly  suppressed in  the  South, D r. 
Z inn  po in ted out, an ti-N e g ro  d is­
c r im in a tio n  exists eve ryw here  in  
the  c o u n try  w here  the re  are N e­
groes. “ You need o n ly  to  look at 
H a rlem  to k n o w  th is  is tru e ,”  he 
said.

The na tion a l p o lit ic a l parties 
are com m itted  to the rac is t sys­   
tern. Z inn  said th a t the Kennedy 
ad m in is tra tio n  —  as w e ll as a ll 
ad m in is tra tion s  since Reconstruc­
tio n  — has g iven support to  J im  
C row . W ha t K ennedy has been 
forced to  do fo r  c iv i l  r ig h ts  is 
in s ig n if ic a n t com pared w ith  w h a t 
he cou ld do.

SNCC is b u ild in g  a cen ter o f 
pow er, based upon the  people, o u t­
side o f the established p o lit ic a l 
s truc tu re , Z inn  said. T h is  - is the  
pow er o f people de term ined to 
secure ju s tice  themselves.

D r. A ug ust M e ie r o f M organ 
State College in  B a ltim o re  also 
addressed the  conference. He 
aroused considerable con troversy 
by  cha rac te riz ing  the goals o f the 
c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent as “ m id ­
dle-class”  and “ re fo rm is t”  as op­
posed to  “ w o rk ing -c la ss ”  and 
“ re v o lu tio n a ry .”  Speaking as a 
w h ite  lib e ra l, M e ie r also defended 
the ro le  o f w h ite  lib e ra ls  in  the  
c iv i l- r ig h ts  s trugg le  in  a w a y  
w h ich  ra ised the question o f w h ite  
support versus w h ite  leadership.

The general im pression an ob­
server rece ived o f the  ou tlook  o f

m ost SNCC w o rkers  is th a t th e ir  
m ovem ent seeks a fundam enta l, 
re v o lu tio n a ry  change in  the social 
s tru c tu re  o f the  U n ited  States. The 
conference them e was “ Em ancipa­
tio n  Then: F reedom  N o w !”

On Easter Sunday m orn ing , N e­
gro  com edian D ic k  G regory  de­
scribed h is s ix  days in  G reenwood 
w ith  the  SNCC vo te r-re g is tra tio n  
w orkers . W ith  h is fam ed w it,  
G regory  spoke o f the  M iss iss ipp i 
po lice, po lice  dogs, and the s itu a ­
tio n  o f the Negro in  general. He 
ca lled  SNCC the “ best o rgan iza­
tion  in  the w o r ld ”  and pledged his 
con tinued support to  the  young 
freedom  figh te rs .

Reports w ere  heard  fro m  the 
loca l groups in  the  South w h ich  
m ake up the  S tudent N o nv io le n t 
C o -o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee. SNCC 
m a in ta ins  v o te r-re g is tra tio n  and 
d ire c t-a c tio n  p ro jects  in  A labam a, 
M iss iss ipp i, Georgia, South C aro­
lin a  and A rkansas, and has a f f i ­
lia te d  groups in  Tennessee and 
M ary la n d . F o r ty -e ig h t SNCC 
f ie ld  secretaries rece ive fro m  $10 
to  $15 a w eek subsistence fo r  th e ir  
w o rk .

The conference elected a new 
E xecu tive  C om m ittee, and re ­
elected Charles M cD ew  as SNCC 
C hairm an. “ The greatest success 
o f th is , ou r th ird  annua l con­
ference, was the increased p a r t i­
c ipa tion  o f young people fro m  the 
South,”  M cD ew  said. “ M ore  and 
m ore young people are w il l in g  to 
take tim e  aw ay fro m  school to 
devote themselves to  the S outhern 
freedom  m ovem ent.”

a tto rn ey  fro m  N o rfo lk , has been 
em ployed to  take  h is  place. A lso , 
the G hand i Society fo r  H um an 
R ights, w h ic h  is u n d e rw r it in g  the 
cou rt costs, has re ta ine d  W ill ia m  
K u n s tle r , c iv i l- r ig h ts  a tto rn ey  
fro m  New  Y o rk . Funds are be ing 
raised by  p ra y e r m eetings he ld  in  
L yn chb u rg .

L ib e ra to r  m agazine fo r  A p r i l  
contains an a rtic le  by  the Rev. 
V irg i l  A . W ood o f L yn chb u rg , 
p ro tes ting  the  outrageous double 
standard unde r w h ich  a w h ite  m an 
and a Negro you th  are trea ted  so 
d iffe re n t ly  in  the same cou rt. Rev. 
Wood is unde r sentence fo r  con­
tem pt o f co u rt fo r  d is tr ib u tin g  a 
le a fle t c a llin g  W ansley ’s f ir s t  t r ia l 
“ lega l ly n c h in g .”

The S outhern C h ris tia n  Leader­
sh ip Conference and the  S ou th ­
e rn  Conference E duca tiona l F und 
are asking in d iv id u a ls  and groups 
th rou gh ou t the  U.S. to pro test the 
conv ic tion  o f W ansley.

C a rl B raden, f ie ld  representa­
tiv e  o f the SCEF, w ho  has in ­
vestigated the W ansley case, has 
issued a ca ll to  save th is  young 
m an “ fro m  d y in g  in  a classic 
fra m e -u p  . . .  A  v ic to ry  fo r  ou r 
side here w i l l  c r ip p le  the  segre­
gation ists  in  th e ir  use o f the rape 
charge and the e lec tric  c h a ir to 
crush dissent in  the Negro com ­
m u n ity .”

W itch  H u n t

L y n c h b u rg ’s ch ie f o f po lice and 
the loca l newspaper, The News, 
have launched a w itc h  h u n t in  an 
a ttem p t to s t if le  pro tests about the 
case. The M arch  30 News  ca rried  
a long a rtic le  e n tit le d  “ Rape Case 
Takes on Com m ie Shade.”  I t  a t­
tacked B raden, a tto rn ey  Len  H o lt 
and Rev. V ir g i l  A . W ood. U tiliz e d  
in  th is  sm ear a ttem p t was the 
d iscred ited  “ in fo rm a tio n ”  p u t out 
by  the  House U n -A m e ric a n  A c ­
t iv it ie s  C om m ittee  and the F lo r id a  
L e g is la tive  Inve s tiga tio ns  Com ­
m ittee . In  the  in te res t o f p re se rv ­
in g  the r ig h ts  guaranteed unde r 
the F irs t  A m endm ent, B raden  had 
de fied  bo th  o f these com m ittees 
w hen they  tr ie d  to  probe desegre­
ga tion  a c tiv itie s  in  the  South.

The W ansley death sentence 
emerges fro m  a background  of 
b it te r  s trugg le  b y  L y n c h b u rg  N e­
groes against J im  C row . Rev. 
W ood was one o f 18 conv ic ted  in  
s it - in  dem onstra tions and he re ­
ta ined Len  H o lt to  f i le  an om ­
n ibus la w s u it fo r  in te g ra tio n  o f 
a l l the c ity ’s p u b lic  fa c ilit ie s .

L e tte rs  p ro te s ting  the  W ansley 
death sentence should be sent to 
Gov. A lb e r t  S. H a rrison , E xecu­
tiv e  M ansion, R ichm ond, Va., and 
to  P resident K ennedy in  W ash­
ington.

Boe ing aerospace w o rke rs  voted 
las t week to  re je c t the  con trac t 
recom m ended to them  b y  leaders 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Associa tion 
o f M ach in is ts . The agreem ent was 
a rr iv e d  a t a fte r s ix  m onths o f 
nego tia tions in  w h ic h  the  com ­
pany sought to  d e liv e r a b lo w  to 
the un ion  and the un ion  leaders 
sought to  avo id  a s trugg le  by  re ­
ly in g  on the governm ent. The re ­
com m endation inc lud ed  a ra ise o f 
22 cents pe r h o u r ove r th ree  years 
and inadequate jo b -s e c u r ity  p ro ­
vis ions.

The vote  in  the b ig  p la n t at 
Seattle  was fo r  accepting the con­
tra c t by a s lig h t m arg in , b u t i t  
was h e a v ily  against acceptance at 
W ich ita , w here  the com pany has 
been in s titu t in g  a “ per fo rm ance- 
ana lys is”  system.

The in te rn a tio n a l un ion  n o tif ie d  
a l l locals to  con tinue  w o rk in g  and 
“ resum e negotia tions.”  W ild c a t 
s trikes b roke  out, how ever, at 
severa l m iss ile  and a irp la n e  tes t­
in g  and storage fa c ilit ie s  operated 
b y  Boeing. T h is  con trac t re jec tio n  
is another in d ica tio n  o f a g ro w in g  
tre n d  among un ion  m em bers to 
d isregard  th e ir  o ff ic ia ls ’ recom ­
m endations o f poor contracts.

N EW  Y O R K  —  Return in g  fro m  
his vaca tion  in  the Bahamas, 
D em ocra tic  M ayo r W agner p ro ­
posed a ta x  package th a t w i l l  take 
an a d d itio n a l $236 m il lio n  p r in ­
c ip a lly  ou t o f the  hides o f New  
Y o rk ’s w o rk in g  people. A s p a rt o f 
h is  p lan, th is  se lf-p roc la im e d  
“ fr ie n d  o f la b o r”  is  ask ing fo r  a 
h ike  in  the c ity ’s sales ta x  fro m  
th ree per cent to  fo u r  per cent.

He is  assured o f the m easure’s 
passage by  the 23-to- 2 D em ocra tic  
m a jo r ity  on the C ity  C ouncil. The 
R epu b lican -co n tro lled  State Leg­
isl a tu re  has a lready g iven  h im  
the green lig h t  on h is  proposed 
ta x  package.

Sales taxes h i t  lo w e r income 
backets the  hardest, since they 
take a la rg e r percen tage o f lo w  
incomes. T hey  are lik e  progres­
s ive ly  graduated taxes graduated 
the  w ro ng  way.

W ide P rotest

A n  aroused po pu la tio n  has in ­
unda ted C ity  H a ll w ith  over 100,- 
000 le tte rs  o f pro test, and a pu b lic  
hea ring  he ld  on the proposal 
tu rne d  in to  a mass pro test ra lly .

In  a le tte r  to M a yo r W agner, 
Team sters J o in t C ounc il No. 16 
declared: “ Facts, M r. M ayor, are 
stubborn  th ings, and in  th is  in ­
stance, those s tubborn  facts re ­
qu ire , no, dem and, th a t the  re v ­
enues you request and the add i­
t io n a l revenues we u rg e n tly  re ­
qu ire , be secured fro m  the  o u t­
rageously sw o llen  p ro fits  o f the 
s lum lo rds .”

T he  Team ster s ta tem ent po in ts  
ou t th a t “ in  1950 p ro p e rty  incom e 
in  New  Y o rk  C ity  devoured 15.2 
per cent o f the personal incom e 
p ie  and in  1960 th is  had increased 
to 17.0 per cent. Wage and sa la ry  
incom e, on the o th e r hand, w e n t 
dow n fro m  66.3 per cent to 65.1 
per cent in  1960.”

I f  the s lum lo rds  w ere  taxed on ly  
enough to  lo w e r p ro fits  on ren ts 
to the 1950 leve l, $419.7 m illio n  
w o u ld  be ava ilab le  fo r  use b y  the 
c ity . The Team sters observe th a t 
“ th is  is considerab ly m ore”  than 
the increase W agner is seeking.

“ The Team ster conclusion, M r. 
M ayo r, one w e hope you w i l l  
share, is th a t w ays and means 
m us t be developed o f com pe lling  
those w ho have m u lc ted  the peo­
p le  to p a rt w ith  th e ir  il l-g o tte n  
gains fo r  the greatest good o f the 
greatest num ber.”

In  ad d ition  to the  unions, ce r-

W a g n e r

Negro Youth, 18, 
Faces Chair in 
Va. 'Rape' Case

T hom a s  W a n s le y

Wagner’s Sales Tax Hike 
A New Bite on Poor People

SWP Candidate 
Backs Teachers 
In Minneapolis

Boeing Workers Reject 
Proposed Pact Terms


