
Administration in Cold Sweat 
Over Rising Negro Militancy

B y Fred Halstead

MAY 29 — The meeting in New 
York on May 24 between A ttor­
ney General Robert Kennedy and 
a group of Negroes invited by 
novelist Jam es Baldwin has 
throw n a scare into the Kennedy 
adm inistration. The meeting was 
designed as p a rt of the attem pt 
of the Kennedys to head off and 
control the struggle for Negro 
equality and keep it w ithin the 
bounds of gradualism. But it did 
not work out th a t way.

The Negroes present gave K en­
nedy a glimpse of the real mood 
of the country’s black masses and 
the attorney general’s reaction 
exposed his prejudice, arrogance 
and ignorance, as well as his u n ­
willingness to commit the govern­
ment to the necessary funda­
m ental changes. The meeting re ­
portedly ended w ith  a young 
Negro Freedom  Rider shaking his 
finger angrily in K ennedy’s face

The gathering  had been a r ­
ranged by Baldwin on Robert 
K ennedy’s suggestion afte r the 
novelist, had w ritten  Kennedy 
criticising the adm inistration’s 
lack of forthrigh t action in B ir­
mingham. W ith the attorney gen­
era l’s approval, Baldwin invited 
about a dozen guests, mostly his 
personal friends, including the 
following Negroes: H arry  Bela-
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The Jackson Story

For background on the e x ­
p losive events in the Jackson, 
Miss., c iv il-r igh ts  battleground, 
see  story on page 3.
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fonte; Lena Horne; playw right 
Lorraine H ansberry; Professor 
K enneth Clark; Chicago Urban 
League director, Dr. Edwin C. 
Berry; A ttorney Clarence B. 
Jones; and Jerom e Smith of New 
Orleans, a 25-year-old veteran  of 
CORE direct-action projects. In 
addition, Baldwin invited a few 
w hite friends and Robert K enne­
dy brought along B urke Marshall, 
a special assistant on civil rights.

Baldwin la ter told the press that 
the plan w as to discuss the situa­
tion in the North, and th a t he 
tried  to impress on the attorney 
general tha t N orthern as well as 
Southern Negroes a re  fed up. The 
federal government, said Baldwin, 
m ust take an “unequivocal moral 
s tand” against segregation and 
take “radical and forceful” action 
if a possibly bloody racial colli­
sion is to be avoided. But, said 
Baldwin, “We couldn’t get 
through.”

Baldwin said th a t when it was 
proposed th a t P resident Kennedy 
personally escort Negro students 
into the University of Alabama, 
the attorney general “just 
laughed.” “He didn’t get the point 
at all,” said Baldwin.

Baldwin said the Negroes final­
ly “got through” the Kennedy 
reserve w hen the question of the 
Negro attitude tow ard Cuba was 
brought up. Dr. C lark said tha t 
was the point a t which the  m eet­
ing tu rned  from a conversation to 
a storm y argum ent for the rest of

Jailer Drops Dead
Police in  Durham , North  

Carolina, arrested so m any  
an ti-segregation  dem onstra­
tors on the night of May 20 
that they ran out o f room in  
the Durham  City jail. Som e  
740 singing, clapping N egro  
students from  North Carolina  
College and 50 w h ite  D uke  
U niversity  students filled  the  
jail fu ll to the bursting point. 
It w as  all too m uch for the  
55-year-o ld  Durham  City  
jailer, w ho died on the spot 
of a heart attack.

Jam es Baldw in

the th ree-hour session, with K en ­
nedy on one side and the Negroes 
on the other.

Dr. Clark reported tha t Jerom e 
Smith — who has faced Southern 
racist police — said he felt 
“nauseous” a t having to beg the 
attorney general for protection 
from segregationist violence. 
Smith declared he felt no moral 
obligation to help the  federal gov­
ernm ent “liberate” Cuba while the 
federal governm ent refused to lib ­
erate the Negroes in this country.

At this point, C lark reported, 
Robert K ennedy expressed shock 
and outrage. “We w ere shocked 
tha t he was shocked,” said Clark, 
“and th a t he seemed genuinely 
unable to understand  w hat Smith 
was trying to say.”

Clark said a “recurren t them e” 
of the session was the point tha t 
the K ennedy adm inistration’s ac­
tions on civil rights are  based on 
Democratic P arty  political consid­
erations ra th e r  than  on a m oral 
com mitment against segregation. 
K ennedy spent his time explain ­
ing how gains could gradually be 
m ade here and there  in discus­
sions with “m oderate” whites.

Said Clark: “There w ere times 
when we ju s t broke out into hys­
terical laughter. It w as the laught­
er of desperation. I didn’t know 
w hether to laugh or cry or both. 
We w ere unable to communicate 
clearly and skillfully tha t this was 
not a group of Negroes begging

the white power structu re  to be 
nice to Negroes. We were trying 
to say tha t this was an emergency 
for our country, as Americans. 
This never got over.”

Kennedy was told tha t since 
“the FBI uses Southern agents in 
investigations of civil-rights 
abuses, the role of the FBI is co­
ercive ra ther than protective” to 
Negroes. Dr. Clark said Kennedy 
wouldn’t answer this point, and 
tha t “a t one point Lena Hom e 
asked him straight out: ‘Are you 
not the boss of the F B I?’ ”

A Shocker

K ennedy’s shocking attitude 
m ay be judged from the follow­
ing report by New York Post col­
um nist Jam es W echsler who in ­
terviewed Dr. Clark a t length 
about the meeting: “The tension 
slowly increased. When discussion 
arose of the impact of recent 
events on male Southern Negroes, 
playwright Lorraine Hansberry 
exploded. She said the country 
ought to be w orrying about the 
“specimens of w hite m anhood” 
recently immortalized in photo­
graphs showing their knees on the 
breasts of Negro women who had 
been dragged to the ground. Then 
she walked out, and d idn’t  re ­
tu rn .”

Searching for a positive note 
about the meeting, Dr. Clark de ­
clared: “The fact tha t Bobby K en­
nedy sat through such an ordeal 
for th ree hours proves he is among 
the best the w hite pow er structure 
has to offer.”

But the point is tha t the strug- 
(Continued on Page 2)

Robert F. K ennedy
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Defense Scores Legal Point 
In Indiana 'Subversive' Case

By Charles Gardner
MAY 28 — The defense has 

won a prelim inary legal move in 
the case of Jam es Bingham, 
Ralph Levitt and Tom Morgan, 
the three officers of the Young 
Socialist Alliance at Indiana Uni­
versity indicted under Ind iana’s 
“exterm ination of Communism" 
law.

Judge Nat U. Hill of the Mon­
roe County Circuit Court on May 
23 granted a motion to strike su r­
plus wording from the indictment. 
Defense attorney Jam es R. Cotner 
filed this motion on the grounds 
tha t p a rt of the wording of the in ­
dictm ent was detrim ental to the 
defense and irre levant to the 
charge.

The defendants w ere indicted 
May Day on the charge of as­
sembling for the purpose of “ad ­
vocating or teaching the doctrine 
tha t the governm ent of the United 
States, or of the S tate  of Indiana, 
should be overthrow n by force, 
violence, or any unlaw ful means 
. . .” Cotner moved to strike the 
two following lines “and as of­
ficers of the Young Socialist A l­
liance, youth group of the Social­
ist W orkers P arty .”

Citing num erous precedents, the 
defense motion argued th a t if any 
charge besides tha t of unlaw ful 
assembly w ere allowed to stand 
in the indictment, this would per ­
m it placing before the ju ry  allega­
tions which did not necessarily 
m eet standards of admissible evi­
dence.

Prosecutor Thomas A. Hoadley’s 
failure to contest the motion re ­
vealed how extraneous had been 
his inclusion in the indictm ent of 
references to officership in the 
YSA as well as the falseness of 
his description of the organiza­
tionally independent YSA as 
“youth group of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty .” This la tte r  b it of 
misinformation, had been taken by 
him, incidentally, from the notori­
ously worthless files of the House

U.S. Double Talk About Duvalier

Seeks Pretext for Intervention in Haiti
B y S tev e  Graham

The U.S. governm ent and press, 
with shameless suddeness, became 
concerned about the D uvalier dic­
tatorship in Haiti and began to 
press for its overthrow. S tate  De­
partm ent actions to this end have 
included cutting the foreign-aid 
dole, calling for OAS intervention 
and sanctions, stationing of b a t­
tleships w ith M arines off H aiti’s 
shores, suspending diplomatic 
relations, w inking a t Dominican 
P resident Bosch’s massing of 
troops on H aiti’s border, perm it­
ting a govem m ent-in-exile  to be 
formed in P uerto  Rico and m ain ­
taining contact w ith  anti-D uva- 
lier forces in Haiti through the 
U.S. m ilitary  mission there.

The righteous indignation 
against the H aitian regim e which 
has accompanied these acts m arks 
a new  low in hypocrisy for U.S. 
diplomacy. Not a word is said 
about other dictatorships and m ili­
ta ry  regimes — in  Paraguay, 
Nicaragua, Argentina, Guatem ala 
and P eru  — all of which enjoy 
“Alliance for Progress” aid, and 
m ilitary and diplomatic ties with 
the U.S. Nor is it mentioned that

until recently the Duvalier regime 
enjoyed U.S. support.

In fact, Duvalier was a creature 
of U.S. m aneuvering in th e  crisis 
tha t shook Haiti in 1956 and 1957. 
Then, all candidates, upon whom 
the U.S. interests frowned, were 
driven out by the U.S.-recognized 
m ilitary  “provisional” regime. 
D uvalier’s predecessor w as the 
dictator Pau l Magloire. He had 
promised economic im provements 
b u t done nothing to alleviate the 
extrem e poverty  imposed on the 
mass of Haitian small farm ers by 
the cultivation of coffee as the 
only cash crop. T hat crop is con­
trolled by U.S. banks and shipping 
companies. A general s trike in the 
capital, P ort-au-P rince , drove 
Magloire out.

A jun ta  of arm y officers re ­
placed Magloire. They represented 
a m ilitary establishm ent built by 
U.S. M arines during the ir 19-year 
occupation, 1915-1934. Similar 
m ilitary  establishments, heritage 
of U.S. occupation, were the basis 
of the T rujillo  and Batista d icta­
torships and still is for Somoza 
in Nicaragua.

But the quiet physician, D uva-

lier, whom the U.S. and its Haitian 
m ilitary  allies considered reliable, 
proved to have his own ideas 
about the job to which he had 
been elevated. He soon began to 
shore up his own position. Mis­
trusting  the army, w hich could 
depose him  as easily as it had 
appointed him, he began to build 
a rival base of arm ed power. He 
downgraded the arm y, removing 
top officers, cutting its budget, 
depriving it of arm s and closing 
the m ilitary  academy.

D uvalier built up  a personal 
palace guard  and a political m i­
litia. The latter, a glorified gang­
s te r operation, earned the child- 
frightening nam e of Tonton M a- 
coutes. The Tonton Macoutes — in 
re tu rn  for thoroughgoing security 
services — were rew arded with 
pow er to extort, to rtu re  or kill. In 
addition to their monthly pay of 
$30, which contrasts w ith  H aitians’ 
average yearly  income of $70, they 
may keep w hat they can squeeze 
from victims.

Combined w ith the  drop in 
world coffee prices, extrem e gov­
ernm ent corruption has begun to 

(Continued on Page 5)

Prosecutor Hoadley

U n-Am erican Activities Com mit­
tee.

The removal of these phrases 
from the indictm ent will now 
m ake som ew hat more difficult 
Hoadley’s obvious in ten t of bring ­
ing in irre levant m atters to in ­
flame the w itch -hun t atm osphere 
and get convictions of the three 
young students.

The Am erican Association of 
U niversity Professors chapter at 

(Continued on Page 5)

Algeria Move Adds 
To French Jitters

PARIS — A new  and im portant 
decree affecting property  rights in 
Algeria was published in the May 
14 issue of the Journal Officiel. 
It has aroused fresh a larm  among 
French im perialist circles, who 
feel th a t it may signal the  begin­
ning of the nationalization of the 
industrial sector of the Algerian 
economy.

The new  law  specifies th a t the 
governm ent can place under its 
“protection” any property  “whose 
acquisition, management, exploita­
tion or utilization are  susceptible 
of d isturbing the public o rder or 
the social peace.”

Up to now the Ben Bella gov­
ernm ent has taken over only 
“vacated” properties; th a t is, hold­
ings abandoned by the owners; or 
“insufficiently exploited” p roper­
ties. The “vacated” properties in ­
volved principally agricultural 
holdings which the colons left 
when they fled to F rance a year 
ago. Under the  other category 
Algerian as well as F rench hold­
ings have been seized.

Repeated Assurances
The Algerian governm ent has 

given repeated assurances th a t it 
does not in tend to nationalize the 
industrial sector and tha t it will 
guarantee foreign investm ents 
m ade in industry. The new law  
places a question m ark  on these 
assurances. That, a t least, is how 
the French in terp re t it.

A ndré P autard , special corre­
spondent of Le Monde, calls a t ­
tention (May 18) to the fact th a t 
the “field of application is not 
limited to the  agricultural sector 
alone . . . from  now on it affects 

(Continued on Page 6)
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Nation;s Biggest Local Union Votes

Stellato May Lose Ford Plant Presidency
DETROIT — Carl Stellato, 

president of UAW Ford Local 600 
since 1950, came close to  losing 
his post in the local election held 
May 20-23, and m ay yet lose it in 
a runoff election Ju n e  19-20.

Stellato ran  second in the elec­
tion, receiving 11,471 votes. Ahead 
of him  in the tally, w ith 11,657, 
w as H arry  Becker, a relative u n ­
know n m aking his firs t bid for 
top office. Becker failed to get a 
clear m ajority, and a runoff will 
be held, because a th ird  candi­
date  polled 383 votes.

S tellato’s position in the  nation’s 
largest local union thus has de­
finitely declined fu rth e r  since the 
las t election two years ago. A t th a t 
tim e he was able to win, 12,466 to 
10,528, over a slate headed by 
H arry  Philo.

The Philo slate in 1961 ran  on 
a generally progressive program, 
stressing the  need to fight for 
30-for-40, against speedup, for 
union democracy, etc. Stellato’s 
campaign against Philo h it a new 
low in vileness, going all-ou t in 
race-baiting  and redbaiting. He 
accused “outside Negroes” of try ­
ing  to take over the local, ran  a 
lily -w hite  slate for the top of­
fices, and sm eared Philo for hav ­
ing refused to cooperate w ith the 
House UnAm erican Activities 
Committee.

Despite this, Philo got a m ajori­
ty  of the votes of the w orkers in 
the Rouge plant. Stellato won in 
1961 because he w as supported 
by  a big m ajority  of the retired 
members, who are less concerned 
by  deteriorating conditions on the 
job and tend to be m ore conserva­
tive. Stellato also had the backing 
of R euther and his m achine at 
Solidarity House.

A fraid tha t they m ight again be 
faced w ith  a strong progressive 
opposition in 1963, Stellato and the 
R euther machine set out last year 
to b reak  up the forces previously 
headed by Philo (who had m ean ­
tim e w ithdraw n from union ac­
tivity  to practice law ). U nder the 
p re tex t of preventing the k ind  of 
scandalous campaign tha t Stellato 
h ad  conducted in 1961, they of­
fered a deal to the various cau­
cuses in the local — an am end­
m ent to the  constitution outlaw ­
ing slanders in election campaigns, 
and — m ore enticing — the offer 
of places to some of the opposi­
tion leaders on the Stellato slate 
in this yea r’s election.

Unfortunately, th is m aneuver

C H IC A G O  
The Coming Revolution in Peru. Speak­

er, Robert Stewart. Fri., June 7, 8 p.m. 
Debs Hall 210, 302 S. Canal  St. Ausp. 
Friday Night Socialist Forum.

LOS ANGELES 
PANEL DISCUSSION on Racial Ter­

ror in Birmingham. Discussion of tactics 
and trends by leading Los Angeles civil- 
rights fighters. Speakers: Thomas Allen, 
s tudent of African history, recently re­
turned from Africa: Harold Grant,  chair­
man Committee to  Aid Monroe De­
fendants;  O t to  Farrar, representative of 
Militant Labor Forum; and a CORE 
representative. Sat., June  8, 8:30 p.m. 
Forum Hall, 1702 East 4th St. Door 
contrib. only. Ausp. Militant Labor 
Forum.

NEW YORK 
TRUMAN NELSON, distinguished 

scholar of Abolitionism, author of  "Sin 
of  the Prophet," b iographer  of  John 
Brown and a leading defender  of Mon­
roe, N.C., frame-up victims, speaks on 
Revolutionary Separatism: From Pilgrim 
to  Muslim. Fri., June  7, 8:30 p.m. 116 
University Place. Contrib. $1 (students, 
50c.) Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

OAKLAND 
DEBATE: W ha t  Road Ahead —  Dem­

ocratic Party or a Socialist Alternative?
Speakers: Tom Winnett , co-editor, The 
Liberal Democrat, and Asher Harer, 
former  exec, sec'y, Bay Area Fair Play 
for Cuba Comm. Fri., June  7, 8 p.m. 
563 16th St. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

S te lla to

w as successful. Some of the lead­
ers of the form er opposition w ent 
over to Stellato, including people 
who used to be considered • ra d ­
icals. O thers couldn’t stomach this 
capitulation, b u t they also d idn’t 
have the courage or the resources 
to run  a ticket of the ir  own, and 
they ended up by going over to 
the Becker group. A m ajority  of 
the w orkers in the p lant voted for 
Becker, and Stellato m ade the 
runoff this time only because he 
again got most of the retiree vote.

Becker is strictly  an opportunist, 
like Stellato. I t  was hard  to tell 
the ir program s apart. Both en ­
dorse R euther’s p rofit-sharing 
schemes. Both, like Reuther, pay 
lip service to a shorter week while 
opposing all efforts to fight  for it 
and w hile supporting the K enne­
dy adm inistration which opposes 
any shortening of the week. Both

are 100% supporters of the Reu­
the r  bureaucracy w hich ham ­
strings the auto union — the 
only difference being th a t S tel­
lato, as incumbent, had the  in ­
side track  to Solidarity House. 
Becker complained pitifully that 
he couldn’t  understand why the 
R euther machine w asn’t support­
ing him, because R euther knows 
how “responsible” Becker is.

Anti-Stellato Vote
The vote for Becker m ust be 

viewed prim arily  as an an ti- 
Stellato vote, sparked by a wish 
to get rid of an incum bent bu ­
reaucrat, whoever his opponent 
was. S im ilar developments have 
taken place recently in other De­
tro it area locals, including Local 
212, w here incum bent president 
Tony Czerwinski was also forced 
into a runoff.

The desire to get “ins” out u n ­
doubtedly has positive aspects and 
healthy motives, bu t it cannot lead 
to the solution of any problem s if 
the “ins” are replaced by equally 
conservative bureaucrats whose 
main aims are  to fea ther the ir own 
nests and to block the revival of 
m ilitancy in the labor movement.

W hatever happens in the ru n ­
off, Stellato’s grip on the  local 
has been weakened. The u n ­
fortunate th ing is th a t sim ulta­
neously the opposition has been 
broken up. W hat is needed is a 
new  opposition, built on firm er 
foundations than  the old, cem ent­
ed together by m ilitant class- 
struggle principles, and presenting 
a fighting alternative to Reuther- 
ism. A real left w ing opposition, 
mobilizing the rank  and file to 
challenge the economic and polit­
ical dominance of the bosses and 
the ir  labor lieutenants, is as b ad ­
ly needed in Local 600 as in the 
rest of the labor movement.

... Rising Negro Militancy
(Continued from Page 1)

gle for Negro equality is th rea ten ­
ing to upset the w hite power 
structure, the  establishment, the 
U.S. capitalist system — they are 
b u t d ifferent phrases for the same 
th ing — and Kennedy is loyal 
above all to the w hite power 
structure. I t is this th a t blinds 
him  and tha t m akes him  an ene­
my, not a friend, of the desires of 
the A fro-Am erican masses for 
fundam ental change.

For Kennedy, the meeting was 
a fiasco. Instead of being pub ­
licized in N orthern papers as a 
good fellow willing to ru b  should­
ers w ith  Negro intellectuals, Rob­
e r t  Kennedy stands exposed for 
ju s t w hat he is — an  arrogant, 
imperialistic, ignorant, spoiled- 
rich, prejudiced w hite  man. All 
proportions guarded, the  meeting 
w as — so to speak — Bobby K en­
nedy’s very own little P laya Giron.

The new spaper columnists w ere 
still com menting on “the New 
York conversations” w hen a fresh 
exam ple of the m ilitan t mood 
among N orthern Negroes about 
w hich Baldwin w as talk ing ap-

Documents 
of the 

Negro Struggle
Texts of discussions on ques ­

tion  with Leon Trotsky and  

o f  analytical resolutions 

a d o p t e d  by  conventions of 

Socialist W orkers  Party.

65 cen ts

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place  
N ew  York 3, N. Y.

peared in Philadelphia. Pickets 
organized by the local NAACP 
have been stopping trucks and 
w orkers from entering the site of 
a school-construction project be­
cause some of the building trade 
craft unions ba r  Negroes. Police 
broke through the  picket line May 
28 to allow some w orkers to enter, 
b u t trucks carry ing supplies to the 
site w ere stopped. Declared Cecil 
Moore, president of the local 
NAACP chapter, which is dem and­
ing job rights for Negroes, “We’ll 
picket the entire city. There are 
not enough police to stop us.”

LOS ANGELES, May 26 — This 
city’s largest-ever civil-rights rally  
took place a t Wrigley Field, in 
th e  heart of the  Negro ghetto to­
day. More than  30,000 persons 
tu rned  out a t a ra lly  organized 
by the local NAACP and sup­
ported by m ore than  40 organiza­
tions, including ten in ternational 
unions. M artin  L uther King, fea­
tured  speaker and hero of the  day, 
dem anded th a t P resident John  F. 
K ennedy escort the two Negro 
students into the U niversity of 
Alabama.

Dick Gregory, still nursing 
bruises received in the  Birm ing­
ham  jail, also spoke. “I believe in 
non-violence along w ith  Rev. 
King,” he said, “and m any people 
accuse all Negroes of carry ing 
switchblade knives — w hich ju s t 
isn’t  true. However, I am  an ex ­
ception and I hope M artin  Luther 
K ing doesn’t ask me to give it up, 
because I would ju s t hate to re ­
fuse Rev. King.”

SAN FRANCISCO, May 26 — 
More than 20,000 persons took 
p a r t in a parade and rally  here 
today in sym pathy w ith Negroes 
in Alabama. Tw elve thousand 
m arched through the downtown 
area. M archers carried signs de­
nouncing segregation in the South 
and job discrimination in San 
Francisco.

A picture of Walter Reuther was
ripped from the w all of the union 
hall after a meeting May 20 of 
angry m embers of United Auto 
W orkers Local 588 in Chicago. The 
Ford stamping plant workers had 
just reluctantly  voted to yield to 
a court injunction and re tu rn  to 
w ork after a nine-day strike which 
UAW president R euther had re ­
fused to authorize. The strike be ­
gan after the local’s president, 
Bernard Fox, was given a two- 
month disciplinary layoff for 
stopping an unsafe stam ping press. 
R euther declared the issue must 
be settled through the grievance 
procedure, b u t the procedure is 
bogged down with 220 health  and 
safety grievances which the com­
pany has refused to settle.

*  *  v

A meeting of United Rubber 
Workers Local 2 at Akron was 
held May 19 a t which, it is said, 
the 2,500 members present ac­
cepted a contract proposal tha t had 
been rejected two weeks earlier. 
I t was a standing vote w ith  no 
tally recorded. The earlier vote 
was challenged by In ternational 
P resident George B. Burden on 
the grounds tha t less than  ten per 
cent of the local’s 9,423 members 
voted. Local 2, w ith  nearly  half 
the  union’s membership a t eleven 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. lo­
cations across the country, held 
the  balance for or against the con­
tract. With the reversal, the vote 
now stands; locals w ith 16,000 
members in favor and locals w ith
4,000 members opposed. The con­
trac t calls for a 16 cen t-an-hour 
raise for tire  w orkers and 13 cents 
for others over two years. The u n ­
expected difficulty URW In terna ­
tional officials encountered in sell­
ing the contract to the rank  and 
file is another instance in a grow­
ing pattern  in many industrial 
unions across the country.

* * *
A shorter work week has been 

won by Local 174 of the Amal- 
gated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
W orkmen in New York City. Some 
1,700 m eat cutters w ere on strike 
for 20 days beginning May 1 to 
w in a reduction in hours from  40 
to 37 Vi w ith  no reduction in pay.

* * *
Ernest Holmes, the Negro gar­

ment worker whose charges 
against the In ternational Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers Union precipi­
ta ted  the NAACP revelations of 
racial discrimination in the gar­
m ent industry, has signed a con­
ciliation agreem ent with the u n ­
ion’s Local 10 — the cutters local. 
Holmes agreed to drop the  charges 
before a sta te  agency and the u n ­
ion promised to “use its good of­
fices,” to secure train ing for 
Holmes and get him  into the  local.

Holmes had worked in a gar­
m ent shop as a helper, was as­
signed to certain tasks generally 
done by cutters, b u t got the  ru n ­
around w hen he tried  to get up ­
graded and get a book in the  cu t­
ters local. This is a common sit­
uation in New York City’s gar­
m ent industry, w here Negroes and 
Puerto  Ricans m ake up close to 
a m ajority  of the w orkers bu t 
have very few  of the better-paying 
jobs.

W hat is particularly  infuriating  
to black garm ent w orkers is tha t 
this situation exists despite the 
fact th a t the unions involved and 
most of the  employers a re  very 
loud in  the ir claims th a t they op­
pose racial discrimination.

In the Holmes case, the ILGWU 
leaders a re  in terpreting  the  agree­
m ent as an admission by Holmes 
th a t there  is no discrimination by 
the cutters local. As proof, ILGWU 
leaders cite the  fact th a t the sta te ­
ment, which Holmes signed, 
acknowledges th a t some 250 of 
the local’s 7,500 members are Ne­
gro or Puerto  Rican. T hat is, less 
than  four per cent. The local has 
Negroes and Puerto  Ricans in it,

and is officially opposed to dis­
crimination, and tha t is enough, 
say its leaders.

But it isn’t  enough. The union 
should fight discrim ination by the  
employers. I t should take special 
measures to tra in  Negroes and 
Puerto  Ricans for more skilled 
jobs. I t should insist th a t employ­
ers upgrade Negro and Puerto 
Rican w orkers already in the shops 
instead of going outside to get 
trainees for skilled positions. It 
should insist tha t Negroes and 
P uerto  Ricans get first crack a t 
openings in the better shops as 
long as the present disproportion 
exists. But instead, David D ubin- 
sky loudly asserts th a t the  problem  
doesn’t exist.

*  ■* *

Leonard Woodcock, a vice pres­
ident of the United Auto Workers, 
gave a little free advice to the  
U.S. capitalist class May 16 in a 
speech before a group of execu­
tives in H artford, Conn. He said 
nothing short of national, long- 
range, economic planning would 
solve the problems now facing the 
U-S. economy and th a t em ployers 
should encourage, not resist this. 
“A m erica’s social progress has 
been m arked by great forw ard 
movements, propelled from  deep 
crisis,” pointed out Woodcock, but, 
he continued, “with the enemy at 
the outer gate, we simply cannot 
run  the risk of deep social crisis.”

But Lennie, don’t  you rem em ­
ber? The bosses always go too far.

*  *  *

Hospital Workers Local 1199
won a landslide victory in a col­
lective bargaining election a t New 
York City’s Mount Sinai Hospital 
May 22. The vote was 990 for Lo­
cal 1199 to 130 for “no union” 
and 50 for Local 144 of the Build ­
ing Service international. M ount 
Sinai was one of the seven hos­
pitals struck by Local 1199 in its 
first big organizing attem pt in the  
spring of 1959.

*  *  *

The Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers, which adopted a dem and 
for a shorter w ork w eek in th is 
y ear’s negotiations, has agreed to 
a new  three year contract a t  the 
same old 40-hour week. ACW 
P resident Jacob Potofsky ex ­
plained it away saying tha t com­
petition from  unorganized shops 
would be too great if the union 
got its 35-hour w eek a t 40 hours 
pay. He said the w ork w eek would 
have to be cu t by congress so 
tha t it would apply equally to o r­
ganized and unorganized shops. 
But the Kennedy adm inistration, 
w hich Potofsky supports, is ada ­
mantly opposed to any such legis­
lation.

♦ ♦ ♦

The Massachusetts union move­
ment failed in its drive to get a 
sta te  law passed granting unem ­
ploym ent com pensation benefits 
for strikers. The proposed bill was 
defeated last m onth in the  sta te  
legislature by a 144 to 88 vote in 
the House of Representatives. The 
bill would have m ade strikers 
eligible if the s truck  em ployer re ­
fused arbitration. S trikers can col­
lect unem ploym ent benefits under 
certain circumstances in only two 
states a t present — New York and 
Rhode Island.
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Charges Letter  Was Mutilated

Bertrand Russell Blasts N.Y. Times
Heroic Miss. Rights Fighters 
Stand Up to Racist Thugs

NEW YORK, May 28 — The 
New York City (off campus chap­
te r)  S tudent Peace Union dis­
closed today a le tter in which 
British philohopher Lord B ertrand 
Russell accuses the N. Y, Times 
of suppressing inform ation re la t­
ing  to the use of chemical w ar ­
fare  in Vietnam. Russell claimed 
tha t “the relative sections (were) 
carefully  deleted” from his May 
4th le tte r  to the Tim es  on the w ar 
in  South Vietnam.

Russell said tha t the U.S. gov­
ernm ent is conducting “a w ar of 
annihilation.” He urged support 
of the South Vietnam Liberation 
Red Cross’ dem and for “in te rna ­
tional inspection of the situation.”

A spokesman for the S tudent 
Peace Union said tha t the group 
would hold a dem onstration on 
S aturday afternoon, June  29, in 
support of Russell’s demands. 
“The dem onstration will be held 
in fron t of the U.S. mission to the 
U.N.,” he said.

T ex t of Letter

The following is the tex t of Lord 
Russell’s le tter to the SPU:

“W hen I first wrote to the New  
Y o rk  Times  on this subject, the 
Tim es  saw fit  to attack me edi­
torially and pressed me to reveal 
the  sources and details of my in ­
formation. This I did in a fu rthe r 
letter, which was published on 
Saturday, May 4th, w ith the  re la ­
tive sections carefully deleted. 
Here is the main section of my 
le tte r which the New Y ork  Times 
saw fit not to publish:

“ ‘In your fifth  paragraph (the 
editorial attack) you also en ­
deavour to minimise the effect of 
“defoliation chemicals” by calling 
them  “common weed killers.” If 
sprayed, as they m ust be to 
achieve the  end for which you 
say they are intended, certain 
common weed killers would de ­
stroy m any crops and animals.

But, in fact, chemicals other than 
common weed killers have been 
used (some of these were once 
used as “common weed killers,” 
but w ere found to be too dan­
gerous).

“ ‘The U. S. G overnm ent has 
been charged by the South Viet­
nam  Liberation Red Cross, after a 
y ear’s study by them  of the chem ­
icals sprayed in South Vietnam 
and their effect upon the health  of 
hum an beings, anim als and crops, 
w ith  using weed killers which, in 
the large doses used, are  ha rm ­
ful; w ith  using w hite arsenic, 
various kinds of arsenite sodium 
and arsenite calcium, lead m an­
ganese arsenates, D.N.P. and 
D.N.C. (which inflame and eat 
into hum an f le sh ) , and calcic 
cyanam ide (which has “caused 
leaves, flowers and fru it to fall, 
killed big cattle like buffaloes and 
cows, and seriously affected thou ­
sands” of the inhabitants of South 
V ie tnam ); with having spread 
these poisonous chemicals on large 
and densely populated areas of 
South Vietnam

“ ‘Admittedly, the South Viet­

nam  Liberation Red Cross is, as its 
nam e suggests, allied w ith those 
opposing the  U.S. supported Diem 
regime, but its published findings 
cannot be ignored since it has 
urged in ternational investigation 
of the situation. The use of these 
weapons, Napalm bombs and 
chemicals, constitutes and results 
in atrocities, and points to the 
fact tha t this is “a w ar of anni­
hilation.’ ”

Demands Publication

“I have w ritten  further to the 
New York Tim es  dem anding tha t 
this be published and stating tha t 
in a long experience of corre­
spondence with m any newspapers, 
including Pravda  and Isvestia, I 
have never been trea ted  so sham e­
fully as by the N ew  Y ork  Times.’’

The SPU group announced tha t 
the le tte r  would be published as 
p a rt of a pam phlet titled: Bertrand  
Russell on the  W ar in  Vietnam. 
Copies m ay be ordered for 15<i 
(10 for $1) from: SPU, c /o  Kirsch, 
1108 G ran t Avenue, Bronx 56, 
New York. For inform ation phone: 
SH 8-6152.

A Negro Leader Dissents on Non-Violence
CLEVELAND, May 21 — A fter 

m ore than  15,000 Negroes dem on­
stra ted  the ir  support of the B ir­
m ingham  freedom  fighters by 
overflowing the meeting places 
w here Rev. M artin  L u ther King 
spoke last Tuesday on “We shall 
overcome,” a much sm aller m eet­
ing, S aturday  night, ignored by 
the newspaper, radio and TV m e­
dia, presented a potentially m uch 
m ore significant discussion.

Speech by Cleage

Rev. A lbert Cleage J r .  of De­
troit, guest speaker a t a meeting 
sponsored by the Freedom  F igh t­
ers of Ohio, told the audience, 
“We shall overcome someday, bu t 
we are, I think, increasingly 
throughout America concerned 
w ith  the method by w hich we are 
to overcome. I don’t th ink  w e are 
to overcome automatically. I don’t 
th ink  ju s t because our cause is 
a righteous cause th a t we are ne ­
cessarily to overcome by v irtue of 
the  righteousness of our cause, so 
you m ay gather tha t m y position, 
m y conclusions are perhaps a tr i ­
fle d ifferent than Mr. K ing’s . . . ”

“ If Mr. K ennedy is irked by the 
‘ex trem ists’ i n Birm ingham ,” 
Cleage said, “he’s got a whole lot 
of irking coming!”

The speaker pointed out that 
the people of B irm ingham  are not 
non-violent, tha t the m ajority  of 
the Negroes in America are not

committed, tha t non-violence is 
un-A m erican, counter to the 
whole tradition of struggle, from 
the A merican Revolution which 
freed th is country from  British 
domination, on.

He said he sim ply cannot u n ­
derstand K ing’s statem ent: “If
blood m ust flow in the streets of 
Birmingham, le t it be our blood, 
not the blood of our w hite b ro th ­
ers.” He pointed out how  neither 
Gandhiism  nor Christianity  can 
justify such a statement.

“ I t was a w onderful thing to 
get Negroes worked up to a dedi­
cation such as they had in B ir­
mingham ,” Cleage said. “But to 
get a Negro out on a limb w here 
he is following the Constitution of 
the United States, w ithout the 
protection of the United States 
federal governm ent is actually  a 
sin!” (A trem endous bu rst of ap ­
plause expressed the agreem ent 
of the audience.)

Perspectives

Cleage expressed his own con­
cept of the perspectives of the 
Negro struggle in these term s: 
F irst, the Negro has to recognize 
the fact of struggle, th a t he  is 
involved in a pow er struggle, a 
conflict. Second, tha t the struggle 
is against something, some body, 
against the anti-N egro policy and 
all who direct it and uphold it. 
Third, the strategy of the struggle 
has not yet been determined, and 
th a t’s w hat is in dispute all over 
America in every Negro com­
munity. The strategy of the es­
tablished organizations and lead­
ership is inadequate and th a t is 
why so m any new  organizations 
and groups are springing up.

The strategy of the struggle, he 
said, involves th ree things: polit­
ical action which is meaningful 
because of its mobility and used 
to “punish our enemies” ; economic 
action based on selective p a tron ­
age or boycott to win jobs; mass

dem onstrations against all forms 
of discrimination, North and 
South, w hich indicate the spiritual 
pow er of the movement.

“Now I ’m  not saying th a t a 
Negro should have a non-violent 
mass dem onstration to the point 
w here he gets himself killed,” he 
hastened to add. “I th ink tha t 
when they come in to kill you, 
then you’ve got to defend your­
self . . . B ut I th ink  tha t the mass 
dem onstration in the spiritual 
pow er of M artin  L u ther King and 
his m ovement is trem endous and 
I th ink w e’ve got to continue to 
use it. Because I th ink  it shows all 
over the world the real caliber of 
Am erican democracy . . . They’re 
afraid  of it, so w e’ve got to use it 
as another weapon. Political 
power, economic pow er and this 
spiritual pow er . . . ”

Sponsoring Group

The group w hich sponsored the 
meeting to hear Rev. Cleage, the 
Freedom  Fighters of Ohio, iden­
tified itself on a brochure dis­
tribu ted  a t the meeting as fol­
lows:

“A chartered  organization, ac­
tive for about tw o-and-a-half  
years in the struggle for ‘F ree ­
dom Now.’ I t has been a direct 
action group concentrating on h ir ­
ing practices and consequent boy­
cotts and picketing. I t also p a r ­
ticipates w ith  o ther groups along 
the broad fron t of civil-rights 
actions.

“The purpose of the Committee 
of Correspondence of the Freedom  
Fighters is to keep in contact w ith  
other groups, exchange ideas and 
news, offer and solicit support 
w henever proper, and offer hos­
pitality  and friendship to those 
others seriously engaged in the 
struggle.”

Vice chairm an of the Committee 
of Correspondence is Jam es M. 
Russell, 14715 Darwin Ave., Cleve­
land 10, Ohio.

MAY 29 — A campaign of direct 
action has begun against segre­
gation in Jackson, Mississippi. It 
s tarted  yesterday when several 
Negro youths, a w hite girl and a 
white professor a t Tougaloo Col­
lege sat down at a lunch counter 
in an F. W. Woolworth store in 
Mississippi’s largest city. While 
city police stood by w ithout in ter­
fering, the sit-inners w ere b ru ­
tally  attacked by w hite racists. 
Memphis Norman, 21, was re ­
peatedly kicked in the face before 
police finally stepped in and a r ­
rested both the Negro youth and 
his assailant.

John  R. Slater, the w hite pro­
fessor, w as struck by racists, his 
cheek cut, and the wound sprin ­
kled with salt and pepper as he 
sat on the lunch-counter stool. 
Miss A nnie Moody, 22, and P earl-  
ina Lewis, 21, w ere knocked off 
the ir stools onto the floor. Joan 
T rum pauer, the w hite girl, was 
m anhandled by a w hite m an bu t 
m anaged to re tu rn  to her stool. The 
sit-inners held their ground until 
the store was closed by police. At 
another store, eight Negroes w ere 
arrested  for picketing.

Thus began the sustained a t ­
tem pt to desegregate Jackson, the 
capital of Mississippi. The cam ­
paign has long been planned by 
the North Jackson NAACP Youth 
Council, w hich is based among 
students a t Tougaloo. The cam ­
paign is being supported by the 
state NAACP, headed by M edgar 
Evers, and by a broad united 
front of leaders from every sec­
tion of the Jackson Negro Com­
m unity. Miss Lewis and Mr. S later 
are  co-chairm en of the direct-ac- 
tion strategy committee.

The Youth Council has been 
leading a boycott of downtown 
stores since last Dec. 12 when 
several N.AACP pickets w ere a r ­
rested for picketing. The boycott 
was im m ediately supported by the 
NAACP on all levels, by the S tu ­
dent Nonviolent Co-ordinating 
Committee and by CORE.

On May 12, the state NAACP

HUAC Continues 
Anti-Cuba Smear

Three m ore people defied the 
sm ear tactics of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee at 
a W ashington hearing May 27. 
The com mittee is apparently  
trying to prepare the ground for 
even fu rth e r  restrictions on the 
righ t to travel to Cuba.

The latest three subpoenaed to 
hearings rela ted  to the  Cuba issue 
w ere V.T. Lee, national director 
of the F a ir  P lay  for Cuba Com­
mittee, A natol Schlosser, a spokes­
m an for the P erm anen t S tudent 
Committee for Travel to Cuba, 
and Steve M artinot, who w as a 
spokesman for the same group last 
year. All th ree invoked the ir rights 
under the F ifth  A m endm ent in 
refusing to answer the loaded 
questions of the probers.

M artinot and Schlosser w ere 
grilled regarding student efforts 
to end the present U.S. ban on 
travel to Cuba. Lee was asked a 
series of questions about his na ­
tional speaking engagements. 
Since his re tu rn  from  Cuba last 
w in ter he has been touring the 
country showing slides of life in 
Cuba which illustrate the progress 
made there since the revolution.

The House inquisitors sought to 
query  Lee about o ther speakers 
and people who had chaired m eet­
ings a t which he appeared.

The committee also questioned 
him  about his scheduled appear­
ance a t Yale University the nex t 
day. When Lee arrived in New 
Haven the following n ight he 
found tha t campus official had 
canceled use of the meeting hall 
on a technical pretext. The s tu ­
dents, who were sponsoring the 
meeting, arranged for an im pro­
vised showing of the slides on the 
lawn of a home, draw ing a crowd 
of 140.

adopted a resolution subm itted by 
John  Slater tha t direct action be 
instituted if w hite businessmen 
and politicians refused to nego­
tiate in good faith.

The racist M ayor Allen Thom p­
son since then has attem pted 
through a series of complicated 
maneuvers, th reats and promises, 
to sow confusion in the leadership 
of the m ovement and to get the 
direct-action campaign called off 
w ithout any tangible concessions 
being made.

The presence on the scene, how­
ever, of tested leaders of the boy­
cott, assures the m ovement a 
good chance of developing suc­
cessfully.

Jackson has a population of
150,000 of whom 35 per cent are 
Negroes. A t presen t Negroes are 
excluded from  downtown movie 
theatres, the main library, “w hite” 
public parks, playgrounds and 
other facilities. They are refused 
service in restauran ts and at lunch 
counters. Police bru ta lity  is rou ­
tine. There a re  no Negro police­
men or firemen. Negroes are 
largely excluded from industrial 
and professional em ployment in 
the area, and all public schools 
are segregated.

More Repressive, 
Racist Laws in 
South Africa

One of the most vicious m ea­
sures of modern times becam e law  
in South Africa May 2 w ithin ten  
days afte r it was introduced in 
the legislature.

The “anti-sabotage’’ law  gives 
Justice Minister B althazar Jo h a n ­
nes Vorster, who was in terned for 
more than  a year during World 
W ar II because of his pro-Nazi 
views, ex traord inary  powers. He 
can:

#  Detain up to 90 days a t a 
tim e anyone suspected of having 
inform ation about offenses th rea t­
ening the  sta te’s security. N either 
charges nor a tr ia l a re  required.

#  Repeat the  90-day detention 
indefinitely. The courts cannot in ­
terfere.

These powers are to be review ­
ed in a year b u t the P resident can 
extend them  a year a t a tim e or 
pu t them  in force a t any tim e if 
they have lapsed.

In  addition, Vorster can:
%  Detain indefinitely m em bers 

of banned organizations and advo­
cates of “Communism” even afte r 
they have completed the ir sen­
tences.

#  Impose from  a m inim um  of 
five years up to the death  penalty  
on South Africans who have ad ­
vocated forcible intervention in 
South A frica’s affairs a t  any tim e 
since 1950, including in the United 
Nations.

#  O rder sum m ary trials w ith ­
out any p repara tory  examination.

% Seize suspected letters, te le ­
grams or parcels sent by mail.

%  Declare a sta te  of em ergency 
and issue em ergency decrees 
w hich have the force of law.

% P rohibit assemblies and gath- 
ings and ban people from  a ttend ­
ing public meetings.

#  Designate anyone a “Com­
m unist” under the “Suppression of 
Communism” law.
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W h at L ife  Is  L ike  In  H azard

A 'Rumbling Fear' in D.C.
The top policy makers of the Kennedy Administration are 

alarmed by the increasingly m ilitant fight of American Negroes 
for equality now and their refusal to “cool off” with a few con­
cessions.

They are getting scared.
They are especially fearful of the situation in Washington, 

D.C., w here there now is a black m ajority, which explains why 
Congress refuses to grant th a t city self-rule.

“The residents of this capital city,” reports the Manchester 
Guardian’s Washington correspondent, Alistair Cooke, “dread the 
day when Washington, D.C., m ight be the worst battleground of 
all.” “This rum bling fear has been greatly stirred by the promise 
of the only national Negro labor leader [A. Philip Randolph] to 
head a protest march on this city in the autum n.”

The experienced British correspondent predicts th a t between 
now and autumn, “the White House will be in anxious touch 
w ith the Governors and the Meanys and the Reuthers to try  
to dissUhde Philip Randolph, the head of the Negro railroad u n ­
ion, from his plan to lead colored contingents from the 50 states 
in a march on the Capitol.”

This is all the more reason for Negroes to redouble their 
determ ination to march. A show of real determination will bolster 
Randolph and fu rther impress the powers th a t be. I t will also 
win powerful support in the union ranks for labor’s joining the 
march.

As the British journalist notes, the th rea t of such a march 
in 1941 forced Roosevelt to grant the Fair Employment Practices 
order. The unemployment crisis in the Negro community today 
makes a March on Washington a necessity.

Cuba Rebuts Latest OAS Smear
In the m idst of world protest over conditions in Birming­

ham, Washington — through its ventriloquist’s dummy, the O r­
ganization of American States — has accused Cuba of m altreat­
m ent of political prisoners. Significantly, neither the In terna­
tional Red Cross nor the Swiss Embassy, which represents U.S. 
interests in Cuba, has supported these charges.

Carlos Lechuga, Cuban Ambassador to the United Nations, 
on May 24 indignantly denounced the OAS charges and accused 
it of “keeping a pious silence over the events in  Birmingham, 
Ala., w here in fact political prisoners have been brutally  beaten 
up by the police, and the cruel and uncivilized spectacle of dogs, 
trained for repressive purposes, being charged against citizens 
who were demonstrating for their rights, has taken place.”

Lechuga finds “astonishing” the m anner in which the OAS 
overlooks the tram pling of hum an rights and flagrant police 
bru tality  in Birmingham. In his statem ent he accused the In ter- 
American Commission on Human Rights, the OAS advisory body 
responsible for the recent red-herring  report on Cuban prisons, 
of being blind to the use of dogs and firehoses against Negroes in 
the South.

I t  would be naive to expect anything but the most blatant 
double standard on the part of the “made in America by American 
craftsm en” of the OAS, or of the U.S. delegate to the OAS, De- 
Lesseps Morrison, former mayor of Jim  Crow New Orleans and 
pal of the late Dominican dictator, Trujillo.

We submit that these charges, like the now disproved atrocity 
stories about the Bay of Pigs prisoners, are a slander against Cuba 
and a smokescreen to divert attention from real violations of 
hum an rights in Birmingham.

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent
Baltimore $ 120 $ 120 100
Chicago 1,400 1,255 90
Allentown 150 125 83
N ew ark 225 176 79
Detroit 900 682 76

, The General 395 273 69
San Diego 400 271 68
San Francisco 750 512 68
St. Louis 100 66 66
Boston 750 484 65
Twin Cities 1,000 580 58
M ilwaukee 350 195 56
O akland-Berkeley 750 414 55
New York 5,800 3,124 54
Connecticut 200 107 54
Los Angeles 6,300 2,928 46
Cleveland 500 211 42
Philadelphia 300 103 34
Seattle 600 188 31

' Denver 130 15 12

Totals through May 27 $21,120 $11,229 53%

[The w riter of the following 
article worked in the southeast 
K entucky coal field until he went 
into the  army. Since then he has 
left the mining industry bu t keeps 
in close touch w ith the miners of 
the H azard area on whose condi­
tions and struggle he has w ritten 
the following firs t-hand  report.]

The miners of eastern Kentucky 
and the ir families a re  forced to 
live out the ir lives in poverty, 
victims of organizations tha t serve 
the interests of the w ealthy class. 
In  time past these organizations 
w ere company gun thugs, the local 
police and the sta te  police.

Now the National Labor Rela­
tions Board has set up hearings 
concerning the activities of the 
eastern K entucky roving pickets 
who w an t to organize or close 
down the non-union truck mines. 
A ttorneys for the governm ent are 
attem pting to prove tha t the rov ­
ing pickets are a labor organiza­
tion and tha t the  pickets, w ith the 
help of some m embers of the U nit­
ed Mine W orkers of America, 
violated federal labor laws last 
year during the drive to close 
down or organize the non-union 
mines.

The pickets claim they are not a 
labor organization and did not 
violate any labor laws. The hea r ­
ings arc an outgrowth of the labor 
unrest in eastern Kentcky which 
stems from m ore factors than the 
fact tha t the UMW canceled the 
welfare and retirem ent cards of 
m iners employed a t non-union 
mines last August. The other fac­
tors go much deeper.

S tate police, testifying for the 
government, said there w ere times 
w hen the roving pickets blocked 
roads near coal mines. The miners 
have a d ifferent story — th a t they 
could not set up peaceful picket 
lines because of the  sta te  troop­
ers, gun thugs and scabs. They 
allege tha t in P e rry  County, the 
owner of a num ber of truck mines, 
a t  one point had more than  50 
deputies, better known as gun 
thugs, to bea t back the pickets. 
Sergeant Mitchell, com mander of 
the sta te  police barracks in H a­
zard, testified there w ere days 
w hen police had to control the 
pickets and th a t the pickets 
roam ed all over, blocking some 
roads and questioning the au thori­
ty of state police to keep them off 
private  property.

Facts prove beyond a doubt tha t 
the m iners’ dem ands are  just and 
th a t the unrest will grow worse in 
the months and years ahead be­
cause of the conditions forcing 
them  to act.

Here is a picture of conditions 
in the area.

There are so m any unemployed

M ilitan t p ho to  by  Ja c k  A rno ld

FEDERAL HANDOUT. U nem ployed  Hazard, Ky., m iner at surplus 
com m odity distribution depot to collect m eager m onthly  rations.

coal m iners tha t wages have 
dropped to $12 a day tops, but 
there have been cases w here men 
have worked for a little as $3 for 
an 8-hour day in the truck mines. 
This is the  te rm  for mines where 
the coal is hauled to the coal ram p 
by truck. Often the truck mine is 
ten or m ore miles from  the load­
ing ram p w here the coal is dumped 
into railroad cars.

M any of the truck  mines and 
ram ps are owned by the business 
people in the coal fields who have 
always been anti-labor. The high 
sheriff of one county owns a num ­
ber of scab mines and the bro ther- 
in-law  of a high sta te  official runs 
a whole county and owns a great 
num ber of ra t  holes or scab mines.

One can see the a ttitude of the 
public officials tow ards those liv­
ing in poverty  by the ir refusal to 
grant people w elfare w hen their 
condition is absolutely desperate. 
In one case a man has cancer of 
the bone and cannot work. He 
cannot get any aid. There a re  a 
great num ber of these people who 
can get no aid other than the 
federal surplus food stamp pro­
gram. In another case, a husband,

Militant Fund Drive m i m i i i i m i i i m i i i i i i i m i m i m i m i i m i m i i i m i i i m i i i i i i M i i m i L :

The General of the Militant Army
B y M arvel Scholl

National Fund Drive Director

This week a new city takes its 
place on the M ilitant Fund score­
board — right a t the top! Wel­
come aboard, Baltimore! Both 
Chicago and The General forgive 
you for beating them.

Someone suggested th a t it 
would be a good idea to explain 
just who and w hat the category 
“general” (The General) rep re ­
sents. The G eneral is a mythical 
leader bu t his A rm y is by no 
means im aginary — it is one large 
segment of The M ilitant Army. 
The soldiers in this arm y are  from 
far-flung  places w here there  are 
no socialist groups w ith which to 
w ork — places like the em battled 
Negro ghettos in  Birm ingham  and 
Montgomery, Ala., Greensboro, 
NC-, New Orleans and Baton 
Rouge, L ittle Rock and Houston; 
impoverished small farm ers from 
the w heat belts of the Mississippi 
valley and the N orthwest; miners 
from Kentucky, Pennsylvania, 
and Minnesota; readers in Alaska, 
P uerto  Rico, the West Indies and 
provinces of Canada.

Many contributions to The Gen-

era! come in anonymously w ith 
nothing bu t the  postm ark to tell 
from w hence they came. Others 
express the ir appreciation for the 
paper — “a cool drink of fresh 
w ate r in a desert of no-news, 
ha lf-tru th s  and ou trigh t lies fed 
by the brainw ashing daily press.”

In a recent le tter to all M ilitant 
readers I com pared the  paper to 
little David who slew the giant 
Goliath w ith only a slingshot and 
pebbles. The M ilitant slingshot is 
the tru th , the pebbles the T ruth  
Dollars needed to keep the paper 
going. The response of “pebbles” 
has been good indeed bu t many 
more a re  needed.

An arm y m arches on its stom ­
ach — The M ilitant’s stomach 
(the printers, photoengravers, 
mailers and the post office) is in ­
satiable. Everytim e we think 
w e’ve got it sufficiently fed, its 
appetite increases — prices go up 
and up and up. So if you haven’t 
already sent in your T ruth  Dol­
lars do so now. Send them  to 116 
U niversity Place, New York 3, 
N.Y.

with a wife and four children, is 
unable to w ork and needs medical 
treatm ent. All they get a month 
is $56 w orth of stamps, if they 
pay in $2 in money w ith these 
stamps. They cannot buy coffee, 
soap, wash powder, etc. I t  seems 
as if these people have given up 
all hope. You can see the same 
look in all the ir faces.

There are a great num ber of 
disabled coal m iners in these coal 
fields, bu t as long as they are able 
to stand on their feet the state, 
county and town officials tu rn  
them  down for any aid. These 
people have no one to tu rn  to and 
they cannot afford to hire lawyers 
to fight for them.

Front Men
Whole families are living in 

poverty w here the husband has 
been killed or died from  his work 
in the mines. M any of the small 
mines are owned by businessmen 
and run by a fron t man. Many 
do not pay the unem ploym ent 
compensation or o ther benefits, so 
w hen a w orker is killed or is dying 
on his feet or in bed his family 
has now here to turn.

There is nothing bu t poverty 
among the unem ployed coal m in­
ers and the ir families. I t can be 
seen from the look on the ir  faces, 
the clothes they  w ear and the 
houses they live in. I t can be seen 
even in the faces of the small 
children. I t seems as if these peo­
ple have no hope whatsoever be ­
cause they have nothing to live on 
bu t the food-stam p program . In 
order to get work and feed their 
families, m any m iners are forced 
to undercut other w orkers by te ll­
ing the m ine boss they will work 
for less. And the mines in which 
these people are forced to work 
look like death  traps.

Side by side w ith the hunger 
and poverty you see the new 
homes, cars, fine clothing of the 
m ine owners and the ir families. 
W hat a contrast w ith  the families 
of the miners — the ir employes — 
and those who are employed! The 
people of the USA should be 
shocked a t the conditions tha t 
exist. Families of six m ust live 
for a week on as little as $2.15 
w orth of food per person.

Most of these people have lost 
faith  in their unions and their 
political leaders. Many sta te  that 
there will have to be blood spilled 
to change things. Some say there 
is no point in try ing to do any ­
thing, th a t the ir hands are tied. 
O thers state th a t if they  have to 
die they would ra th e r  die by being 
shot than  to starve.
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Jamaican Gov't in New Attack 
Against Ras Tafarian Cult

KINGSTON, Jam aica — The 
Ras Tafarian  B rethren  R epatria ­
tion Front, a “back-to-A frica” 
movement, has been singled out 
by the Bustam ente government for 
savage repressive measures.

The governm ent drive began 
afte r six alleged m embers of the 
organization conducted a guerrilla 
raid  April 11 in the  tourist area 
of Montego Bay. They burned a 
gasoline station. In the  fighting, 
two w hite civilians w ere killed. 
Followed by the police into the 
hills, they fought resolutely, k ill­
ing three officers and suffering 
the loss of half the ir band.

The governm ent seized th is lo­
cal incident as a p re tex t for a 
nation-w ide drive against the Ras 
Tafarians. A leaflet pu t out by the 
organization says:

“Right now in this country — 
Jam aica — along the N orth Coast 
from Montego Bay to  St. Anns 
Bay, m any hundreds of Ras Tafa­
rians are being imprisoned, beaten 
and to rtured  — some brethren  are 
being tied by hands and feet in 
the jail yards, in the  sun and

Court Clears Council 
Of  'Subversive' Charge

A victory over the w itch- 
hunting  Subversive Activities 
Control Board was won May 16 
by the National Council of A m er­
ican-Soviet Friendship, Inc. A 
three-judge panel of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the  D istrict 
of Columbia Circuit ru led  th a t the 
organization was no t a Com mun­
ist-fron t organization.

The board had contended tha t 
six of the council’s directors w ere 
m em bers of the Com munist P a r ­
ty and th a t therefore it was “dom ­
inated or controlled by a Commu- 
nist-action organization, a Com­
m unist foreign government, or the 
world Com munist m ovement.”

The court said th a t the point to 
be proved was the ex ten t to w hich 
the directors of the council were 
under the managem ent, direction 
or supervision of the Communist 
Party .

The decision said: “We are of 
opinion th a t this extent, as shown 
by m aterial, probative evidence in 
this record, is negligible.”

cold, molasses is throw n over their 
skin a ttracting  insects to bite 
them — this inhum an treatm ent 
has caused the death of three Ras 
Tafarians in jail at the time of 
m aking this report, and m ore are 
subjected to die within the next 
few days.”

The guerrilla incident mentioned 
above “w as an isolated event,” 
declares the leaflet, which 
stemmed out of previous violence 
inflicted on those involved.

Bustam ente ordered a round-up. 
“This started  the bru tal campaign 
of the  police and soldiers — police 
operating in the towns and soldiers 
in the hills — beating with gun 
butts and jailing almost everyone 
w ith beards and who have been 
freshly trim m ed and shaven; and 
anyone who opposed this ru th ­
less action of the police are also 
beaten and carried off to jail. The 
breaking of hum an bones with 
rifle bu tts is a common occur­
rence, and no medical treatm ent 
given.

Charge Genocide
“Meanwhile, many areas in the 

hills a re  sealed off by soldiers, 
and no one is able to tell the 
gruesome happenings.”

The Ras Tafarians charge the 
B ustam ante governm ent w ith a t ­
tem pting to commit genocide. “We 
declare th a t if  the Jam aican  Gov­
ernm ent does not w an t us here 
then send us back home to Africa 
w here we w an t to go — it  is the 
G overnm ent which is keeping us 
here against our will.”

The m ovem ent dem ands th a t an 
im partial body “of just citizens 
and Ras Tafarians be allowed to 
go into the areas of unrest to in ­
vestigate the  tru th .”

The leaflet charges th a t the 
radio and the  press have been 
muzzled to prevent the  facts from 
becoming known.

“We, Ras Tafarians, charge the 
Jam aican G overnm ent w ith  a t­
tem pting to use Ras Tafarians as 
a scapegoat to d istract attention 
from its incompetence of not being 
able to give the masses of this 
country food, clothing and shelter 
and to resolve the country’s eco­
nomic problems. Today it is the 
Ras T afarians — tom orrow it will 
be everyone.”

... Indiana 'Subversive' Case
(Continued from Page 1)

Indiana has voted to support the 
defendants. This news follows the 
prin ting  in the May 21 Blooming­
ton Herald-Telephone  of a sta te ­
m ent by 142 of Indiana U niversity 
faculty  members, declaring their 
jo in t conviction th a t “the use of 
coercion to silence an opposing 
view is entirely alien to the basic 
democratic traditions of our coun­
try ” and th a t “freedom to ex ­
press one’s view is the righ t of 
every American, bu t it is especial­
ly necessary to the life of a un i­
versity.”

H oadley’s prosecution of the IU 
students “has not been motivated 
by  zeal for law enforcem ent,” they 
pointed out, “b u t by  a desire to 
dictate to Indiana University tha t 
it shall no t perm it the use of 
University facilities for the ex ­
pression of ideas repugnant to the 
Prosecutor.” Citing a sta tem ent by 
Hoadley which had appeared in 
the newspapers, they concluded, 
“his aim is obviously the suppres­
sion of ideas on campus.”

Guest Speaker
They especially denounced the 

fact th a t “m em bers of a campus 
organization should be indicted for 
rem arks m ade by a guest speaker 
whom the organization had inv it­
ed to present his ideas. This p r in ­
ciple . . . could paralyze the in ­
tellectual life of the community 
by discouraging . . . challenging or 
stim ulating  guest speakers.”

The faculty  m em bers expressed 
satisfaction th a t the university 
had refused to take action against

the indicted students or the ir or­
ganization “until and unless they 
are proven guilty.”

Three Young Socialist Alliance 
members, Joel and Linda Briton 
of Chicago and David Fender, an 
IU student, w ere picked up  for 
questioning by  W est Lafayette 
(Ind.) police May 20. They had 
been selling the special issue of 
the Young Socialist on the “sub­
version” case to P urdue U niver­
sity students. The police told them  
a perm it was needed to sell pa­
pers in the city.

The three Y oung Socialist sales­
men w ere picked up w hile talking 
to a reporter from the Purdue E x ­
ponent, the campus paper. The 
Exponent reported the incident on 
its fron t page the next day with a 
photo of the three YSA m embers 
and quoted one of them  as saying, 
“You know d am  well tha t they 
w ouldn’t have picked us up  if we 
w ere selling the Indianapolis 
Star.”

The May 21 Herald-Telephone  
of Bloomington  also reported the 
P u rdue  incident, announcing that 
the Young Socialist was being sold 
on the IU cam pus tha t same day. 
I t  reported, in addition, tha t Hoad­
ley “planned to contact Lafayette 
authorities la ter in the day,” but. 
to w hat purpose was not clear.

Hoadley fu rthe r  announced to 
the H erald-Telephone  tha t he had 
arranged a conference with In ­
d iana Governor M atthew  E. Welsh 
for May 21. Hoadley said he would 
report to the governor on his 
probe of the YSA. The purpose of 
this conference was not explained.

Miner's Mission Accomplished

Wins Cleveland Union Aid

TO SPEAK IN NEW YORK. Tru­
man Nelson, outstanding scholar 
Of Abolitionism, speaks on “Rev­
olutionary Separatism: From Pil­
grim to Muslim,” at the Militant 
Labor Forum, 116 University 
Place, Friday, June 7, 8:30 p.m. 
Nelson is author of “The Sin of 
the Prophet,” “A Passion By the 
Brook,” and “The Surveyor,” the 
first novel in a cycle on John 
Brown. His recent pamphlet, “Peo­
ple With Strength,” tells the story 
of the Monroe kidnap frame-up. 
Active in struggle for Negro rights, 
he is chairman of the Boston 
chapter of the Committee to Aid 
the Monroe Defendants.

ECLC Supporting 
Bloomington Case
NEW YORK — Dr. Corliss La- 

mont, chairm an of the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee, an ­
nounced May 18 tha t the ECLC 
had agreed to sponsor the case of 
the th ree  Indiana University s tu ­
dents indicted for assembling 
M arch 25, 1963 “for the purpose 
of advocating or teaching the  doc­
tr ine  that the Governm ent . . . 
should be overthrow n by force, 
violence or any unlaw ful means.”

The agreem ent of ECLC to 
sponsor the case as a test of con­
stitutionality  of the  1951 Indiana 
law, followed a meeting of Jam es 
R. Cotner, Bloomington attorney 
for the defendants, and Leonard 
B- Boudin, general counsel for 
ECLC and noted constitutional 
lawyer, in Mr. Boudin’s New York 
office.

Constitutional Test
The lawyers, Dr. Lam ont said, 

will challenge the constitutionality 
of the Indiana sta tu te  in motions 
w hich will be filed shortly. The 
w ritten  motions will be followed 
by oral argum ents before Judge 
N at U- Hill, Monroe County (Ind.) 
district judge, probably in June.

The Indiana sta tu te  violates the 
F irs t and Fourteenth  Amendm ents 
of the federal constitution, Dr. 
Lam ont added, and fu rthe r  a clear 
p recedent for its illegality has 
been set by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in the case of Steve Nelson 
of Pennsylvania. Carl Braden, 
who was convicted of sedition un ­
der a sim ilar K entucky law was 
acquitted by the Court of Appeals 
of K entucky on the ground tha t 
the Nelson case had established 
the fact th a t the federal govern­
m ent had preem pted the field of 
subversion by passing the Smith 
Act. Mr. Boudin was defense a t ­
torney in the Braden Case.

Also planning to enter the case 
— if granted permission by the 
court — is the Indiana Civil L ib­
erties Union. The ICLU would file 
a “friend of the court” brief like­
wise arguing the unconstitutional­
ity of the 1951 “anti-subversive” 
law. Such a brief would probably 
be filed by Dr. Ralph Fuchs, IU 
law  professor and president of the 
A merican Association of U niver­
sity Professors, and Alan Nolan, 
Indianapolis civil liberties a tto r­
ney.

CLEVELAND, May 21 — B er­
man Gibson and Charles Moore, 
leaders of the nine-m onth strike 
of rank-and-file  miners in south­
eastern Kentucky, left for home 
this morning afte r a three-day 
visit here w ith  the ir “mission ac­
complished.” They had appealed 
to the spirit of solidarity in the 
labor movement and won support 
and pledges of even more substan­
tial aid.

S tudents at nearby Oberlin Col­
lege started the ball rolling for 
the Cleveland area by raising $500 
for food for the striking miners 
in and around Hazard, Ky. The 
Team sters Union m atched the  s tu ­
dents w ith  another $500 and p ro ­
vided a truck  and driver to take 
the thousand dollars w orth of food 
to Hazard.

An ad hoc committee arranged 
for Gibson’s and Moore’s visit to 
Cleveland. They told the grim 
story of the striking m iners in 
southeastern K entucky and their 
fight for survival. They told it  to 
meetings and to inform al house 
gatherings, to reporters and on 
two television programs.

Last night they spoke to the Dis­
tr ic t Auto Council, which voted a 
$500 contribution and set up a 
committee, headed by President 
John  DeVito of UAW Local 45, to 
co-ordinate additional aid from the 
unions in this area. They also 
spoke to the Team sters Jo in t 
Council, which has already pro ­
vided substantial aid and will now 
circularize its local unions for fu r ­
ther support.

Gibson’s and Moore’s visit to 
Cleveland was almost cut short 
early Monday morning, w hen they 
received word th a t Gibson’s tra iler  
home had been bombed. Gibson 
was preparing to leave imme­

diately until he received a phone 
call from his wife.

She told how explosives had 
been throw n from a car speeding 
by so fast th a t the guards, s tand ­
ing watch to protect Gibson’s fam ­
ily, w ere unable to do anything. 
However, neither she nor their 
two daughters had been hurt, 
although they had been shaken up. 
But the damage to the trailer was 
considerable.

When he said he would come 
home immediately, she told him, 
“Honey, you stay right there until 
you accomplish your mission.” So 
he did.

Contributions to aid the s tr ik ­
ing miners can be sent to Berm an 
Gibson, Box 514, Hazard, Ky.

See related story on Page 4

Berm an Gibson

...Behind U.S. Stand on Haiti

“Had I been present at the crea­
tion of the world I would have 
proposed some im provem ents.” — 
Alfonso X (Alfonso the Wise, 
1226-1284, King of Castile)

(Continued from Page 1)
affect adversely the already de­
pressed H aitian economy. Richard 
A lexander reports in the Feb. 2, 
1962 Nation, “V irtually  every 
business is in a state of bank ­
ruptcy, as is the governm ent.”

Duvalier himself gave a m aster­
ly exam ple of in ternational extor­
tion a t the 1962 P un ta  del Este 
Conference. He announced tha t 
the U.S. was neglecting Haiti in 
its aid program. The Haitian 
delegate then deserted the h ard ­
line 13 favoring sanctions against 
Cuba and joined the six opposed. 
A promise of $6 million in “loans” 
for an airport and hospital had to 
be m ade by the U.S. then and 
there to buy H aiti’s vote which 
gave K ennedy’s anti-C uba policy 
the necessary tw o-th irds m ajority  
of the OAS.

The U.S. is em barrassed by the 
brutality  and annoyed by the 
high-priced unruliness of its 
form er puppet. I t  would like to 
find a m ore “dem ocratic” and 
co-operative figurehead.

Moreover, Haiti, w ith its g rind ­
ing poverty and a regim e whose 
te rro r and corruption have 
estranged even the upper crust, is 
obviously drifting tow ards explo­
sion. D uvalier cannot last, and the 
U.S. w ants to designate his suc­
cessor. But the usual tool for con­
trolling a “post-d ictator” situation 
is the arm y and  D uvalier is de ­
stroying it. The danger of a sit­
uation out of U.S. control, in which 
forces hostile to U.S. domination 
m ight develop, gives Washington 
nightm ares of a second Cuba.

In this crisis, the S tate  D epart­
m ent has a deeper motive than its 
quarre l w ith  Duvalier. I t wishes 
to set fu rthe r  precedents for in ­
tervention in the Caribbean and 
Latin America — to be used 
against Cuba and any other coun­
try  in the hem isphere w here rev ­
olution breaks out. It is making 
the OAS an instrum ent for this 
purpose.

Dominican P resident Bosch’s 
th reats  of invasion w ere designed 
to bring OAS intervention. The

“long-range object,” reports Tad 
Szulc of the N.Y. Times,"  clearly 
appears to be to force the OAS 
to en ter the Haitian case, perhaps 
in a way som ewhat resembling 
the United Nation’s intervention 
in the Congo.” Bosch’s object ac­
corded exactly with W ashington’s.

A num ber of Latin nations have 
thus far refused to give in to the 
U.S. pressure in the OAS. Classic 
opposition to Yankee intervention 
by countries like Mexico and 
Brazil was supplem ented by fear 
on the part of puppet govern­
m ents of the precedents the U.S. 
sought in Haiti. The Kennedy ad ­
m inistration has not given up 
hope, however, of leading the 
OAS “tow ard the acceptance of 
responsibility for H aiti’s fu ture ,” 
as Tad Szulc delicately puts it.

In this situation, American 
socialists m ust take a position of 
unconditional opposition to in te r­
vention in H aiti’s affairs by the 
OAS, the “democratic,” sa b er-ra t­
tling Bosch, or by  d irect landing 
of U.S. Marines. The Haitian peo­
ple have th e  r igh t to w ork out 
the ir own destiny and be free to 
handle the D uvalier regim e as 
they see fit.

Just Out

Moscow
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By William F. W arde
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50 cents  
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... French Get New Jitters

By Joseph Hansen

PARIS — Imperialism , p rim ari­
ly through the French, is seeking 
to stem the deep-going tendency 
in  Algeria to carry  the Revolu­
tion beyond the  limits of capital­
ism. B ut it is not a t all sure it 
can succeed.

The Algerian government, 
w hich the French hoped would 
prove to be the most effective 
block to socialism, has itself 
evolved fa r th e r  and fa rther to the 
le ft since the Evian accords were 
signed, the changes being m arked 
by  the rise of the most radical 
w ing a t the expense of the neo­
colonialist tendency.

Ben Bella, who now holds the 
principal levers of power, w as not 
envisioned by the F rench at the 
tim e of th e  Evian accords as the 
m an they would eventually  have 
to deal with.

Unusual Figure

Ben Bella is an unusual figure, 
deserving the most serious a tten ­
tion. How hum ble his origin was 
can be judged from the fact tha t 
his m other saw the city of Algiers 
for the  f i r s t  time only after he 
w as in power. She knows neither 
h er  own b irth  date nor th a t of her 
son. Ben Bella’s schooling was 
prim itive. A true  product of the 
20th Century, his higher educa­
tion began as a soldier in World 
W ar II. He fought in the  Italian 
campaign, receiving a decoration. 
He then became a revolutionary 
nationalist. Besides fighting in the 
underground, he spent years in 
prison, being released only afte r 
the  cease-fire.

The sophisticated reporter of Le 
M onde, the w ell-know n Paris 
daily, who interview ed the head 
of the Algerian governm ent in his 
modest quarte rs in Algiers re ­
cently, writes: “In  the room w ith 
bare  walls w hich could serve as 
a dining room for six, or eight 
guests a t most, d inner was set for 
two. A  p la te  of couscous [a N orth 
A frican cereal dish eaten  by  the 
poor], some fru it, a decanter of 
w ater. Concern about d inner a r ­
rangem ents does not trouble the 
A lgerian prem ier, who is w ithout 
the  least ostentation. This son of 
poor peasants knows simply tha t 
one m ust eat to live.”

As others have noted, Ben Bella 
is the  incarnation in pow er of the 
poor Algerian peasant.

I t  does not take much research 
to prove th a t he is not a Marxist. 
A lgeria’s radical leader is quite 
frank  about his views on this sub­
ject. In  the interview  cited above 
(Le Monde, April 28-29), a typical 
s ta tem ent of his opinion is quoted:

“Because it is Arab, our so­
cialism is not M arxist. M arxism  
Is completely impossible in Al­
geria. This socialism here, it seems 
to  me, should never p revent co­
operation w ith France, even if 
F rance, for its part, does no t help 
it. B ut we m ust suppress the 
privileges of the big landholders. 
As for industry, w e will go step 
b y  step and we do not envisage 
th e  suppression of the private 
sector.”

In  his May Day speech, Ben

I f  You W ant to Know 
More About the Polit­
ical Views of th e  

Algerian Leaders

Read
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June 1962 just prior to  taking the 
reins of  government.
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A hm ed B en Bella

Bella again made a typical d e ­
claration. “We say in all f ran k ­
ness, we are not communists; we 
are Moslems and Arabs. We w ant 
Islam, the Islam of the  first 
caliphs, the  Islam which wants 
equality  among men.”

This a ttitude tow ard M arxism 
shapes governm ent policy on some 
vital questions. F or instance, 
K helifa Laroussi, M inister of In ­
dustrialization and Energy, p rom ­
ised on April 26 tha t the Algerian 
governm ent would soon give 
guarantees to industrialists desir­
ous of investing in Algeria. N a­
tionalization, he indicated, would 
not be extended to industry  bu t 
would be confined to the land.

“The land,” he declared, “is not 
industry. Certain industrialists 
say th a t they don’t know w here 
we are headed. P residen t Ben 
Bella has given them  reassurances. 
There is nothing in common be­
tw een an honest industrialist who 
works and the monopolists like 
Borgeaud who took the land of 
the Algerians. Industry  is not the 
land. The agrarian  reform  was 
provided for a t Tripoli.” [In  the 
Tripoli program.]

Faithful Reflection

This is a faithful reflection of 
Ben Bella’s views. A t the end of 
April, de Gaulle sent Jean  de 
Broglie, F rench Secretary of 
S tate for Algerian Affairs, to 
probe the intentions of the Ben 
Bella governm ent concerning the 
nationalization of industry. On his 
return , de Broglie told the Coun­
cil of Ministers May 7 tha t his 
tr ip  had been successful. He in­
dicated, according to Le M onde, 
“ tha t he had obtained from  the 
A lgerian governm ent new  as­
surances concerning the oil hold­
ings in the  Sahara, to which 
Paris attaches particu lar im por­
tance. The Algerian P rem ier ap ­
paren tly  reaffirm ed firs t of all 
th a t if certain  sectors would be 
placed under state m anagem ent 
(for example, cork, tobacco, 
fodder), there was no question 
w hatever of extending the na ­
tionalizations to the production of 
oil.”

In view of such reassuring de­
clarations, it would seem tha t the 
brokers would list A lgeria as a 
b lue-ribbon area and th a t F rench 
and A merican capital would pour 
into the newly independent 
country. This is not the case, how ­
ever. In fact, the F rench govern­
ment, despite its bland assurances 
about being all in favor of A l­
geria’s “agrarian  socialism” — if 
applied slowly and in a limited 
way — has penalized the Ben 
Bella governm ent for its sweeping 
nationalization of F rench holdings 
in the land. From  the annual 
$200,000,000 aid program, specified 
in the  Evian accords, the  French 
are deducting one-fifth  to pay off 
the expropriated  landholders. A 
balance of $80,000,000 due this 
year was changed from a g ran t to 
a long-term  loan.

The tru th  is that, while thé im ­

perialists welcome Ben Bella’s 
promises to guarantee capitalist 
investiments, they, rem ain skept­
ical. Such guarantees, probably 
given in sincerity, were also heard 
a t a certain stage of the Cuban 
Revolution.

A fter the experience of Cuba, 
the  im perialist statesm en have be­
come sensitive to the fact tha t a 
revolution, which stirs the masses 
to the bottom, puts in motion cer­
ta in  processes which are not easi­
ly contained and which tend to 
pass across the boundary  lines of 
capitalism.

They also note th a t distrust of 
M arxism  is not all th a t goes into 
Ben Bella’s m ake-up. In  contrast 
is his evident responsiveness to 
the revolutionary will of the 
masses and his readiness to take 
the most radical measures. A 
good exam ple of this is the de­
crees setting up the M anagement 
Committees w hich Ben Bella ex ­
p lained as follows to a huge crowd 
a t Bone A pril 9:

“We have prom ulgated them  in 
order to rem ain faithful to the 
objectives which our Revolution 
assigned the firs t of November 
1954, in order to rem ain faithful 
to our million m artyrs, in order 
to rem ain faithful to this valorous 
blood tha t enriched our soil. We 
did not accept the sacrifice of a 
million m artyrs, of 500,000 w i­
dows, of thousands of women and 
children throw n into the streets 
w ithout shelter, solely for a flag 
of green, w hite and red. T here is 
the independence of Fidel Castro 
or tha t of Fu lbert Youlou [puppet 
president of the Congo Republic]. 
We m ust give a content to our 
independence and this is socialism, 
the well-being of the people. In 
the seven months since the gov­
ernm ent was established we have 
had to lay the base of a solid 
state, in keeping w ith the sacri­
fices of our people. This now 
being done, w e have begun to 
transla te  into facts the sacred aims 
of our revolution: socialism.”

A climate fostering such radical­
ism is not exactly the kind tha t 
im perialist bankers and invest­
m ent agents find attractive.

Next week: Which Way for 
Algeria?

100,000 Mourn Greek Leftist
The governm ent of G reek 

P rem ier Constantine Caramanlis 
is being rocked by huge dem on­
strations protesting the m urder of 
a leftist m em ber of parliam ent. 
Gregory G. Lam brakis was killed 
by a motorcyclist who ran  him  
down as he emerged from a n u ­
clear d isarm am ent ra lly  in Salo­
nika May 22. His party, the  U nit­
ed Left Democratic Party , and 
num erous other groups have 
charged tha t the motorcyclist, a 
w ell-know n righ t-w ing  terrorist, 
deliberately m urdered Lam brakis. 
Even the pro-W estern Center 
Union, the m ain opposition party, 
has denounced P rem ier C aram an­
lis as “the moral instigator of the 
political m urder of D eputy L am ­
brakis.” Frightened by the wave 
of national indignation, which is 
already beginning to dem and new 
elections to overturn  those rigged 
by the governm ent in 1961, C ara­
m anlis suspended the chief of po­
lice in Salonika and kep t the po­
lice force carefully in the back­
ground when 100,000 people in 
Athens turned out on May 28 for 
L am brakis’ funeral.

W arning in South Rhodesia
Africans in Southern Rhodesia, 

the British colony ruled by a white 
minority, threatened a civil-dis- 
obedience campaign in the  ru ra l 
areas after white-suprem acist 
P rim e Minister Winston Field flew 
to London to dem and the colony’s 
independence.

(Continued from Page 1)
all real estate, all enterprises no 
m atte r w hat their natu re .”

“W ithout being able a t the m o­
m ent,” he continues, “to d e te r ­
mine the real intentions of the 
Algerian governm ent on how this 
pow erful instrum ent is to be u til­
ized, and w ithout being able to tell 
e ither how the tex t can be recon­
ciled with recent official declara­
tions aimed at allaying the  u n ­
easiness of industrialists about 
the ir future, one can nevertheless 
assume tha t this decree will m ark 
the beginning of a new ‘w ave’ of 
nationalizations, of which the re ­
m aining European agriculturalists 
will shortly bear the b runt.”

The M arch 18 decree which 
“definitively” tu rned  over the 
“vacated” properties to m anage­
m ent committees, was subject in 
theory  to court appeal. The new 
decree excludes any appeal except 
to a “commission” to be set up by 
the government.

A ndré P au ta rd  analyzes the 
various provisions under which 
properties can be seized. He notes 
th a t the im mense farm s held by 
Borgeaud w ere nationalized be­
cause they gave rise to a th rea t of 
“disturbing the public order.” 
Dozens of commercial establish­
ments, cafés, hotels and restau ­
ran ts  w ere taken over because of 
the m anner of “acquisition,” i.e., 
they had been purchased by 
Algerians in collusion w ith fleeing 
European owners.

“But the concept which has just 
been established is so wide,” 
P au ta rd  notes, “th a t it can lead to 
m any interpretations actually 
passing beyond the initial f ram e­
w ork and beyond the agricultural 
sector, affecting the industrial 
sector w here official assurances 
had been given.”

The special correspondent of Le 
Monde, who displays exquisite 
sensitivity to the security of 
F rench property  holdings in A l­
geria, comes to some unhappy con­
clusions about the situation:

“ In fact for several days an 
aggravation of social conflicts in 
industrial enterprises has been 
observable. In  the establishments 
of Michelin d ’Alger the w orkers 
have stopped work. These strikes, 
unleashed in pursu it of demands, 
can constitute disturbances of the 
public order or violations of social

Martial Law in O il Fields
The governm ent of Colombia 

sent troops into the oil fields and 
declared a state of siege following 
w hat it term ed rioting on May 22. 
The area affected is the  center of 
the country’s oil production. 
Strikes against U.S.-owned oil 
companies had brought a wave of 
sym pathy walkouts by w orkers in 
o ther industries.

Ceylon's M ay  Day
The May Day ra lly  in Colombo 

exceeded all expectations. Galle 
Face green was almost completely 
filled. I t m ay have been the la rg ­
est rally  ever held in Ceylon. Even 
conservative estimates pu t the 
crowd at 100,000. The huge tu rn ­
out was attribu ted  to enthusiasm  
among the masses at the prospect 
of a united  fron t between the 
L anka Sama Sam aja P arty  (T ro t­
skyist) , the Com munist P arty  and 
the NEP (a sm aller group led by 
Philip G unaw ardene) — the or­
ganizations which jointly spon­
sored the rally. Separate rallies 
w ere staged by the SLFP (left 
bourgeois party  now holding gov­
ernm ent power) and the UNP 
(right wing bourgeois pa rty ) . The 
SLFP rally  drew  an audience of 
about 2,000; the UNP drew  an 
audience of 5,000 to 6,000.

Japan Plans Sales to Cuba
Official Tokyo sources have in ­

dicated th a t Japan  is willing to 
sell factory and shipyard equip ­
m ent to Cuba, according to a 
May 25 UPI dispatch. The report

peace . . . Thus through each labor 
dem and the perspective can a p ­
pear of ‘punitive nationalization.’ 
This, w ithout the least doubt, can 
considerably chill the zeal of in ­
dustrialists already in business and 
make even more hesitant those 
who were ready to invest in A l­
geria. It underlines the fact tha t 
the only assurances which have 
been given are verbal declarations 
and tha t the  ‘code of investm ents,’ 
which will fix A lgeria’s doctrine 
in relation to private  capital and 
private  property  has not yet been 
published.

“ In F rench circles of the Al­
gerian capital, w here comment on 
these recent m easures in uneasy, 
fu ture perspectives arc questioned 
. . . and they th ink of leaving. 
They fear, in brief, tha t the pub ­
lication of these texts will serve 
as the basis for a campaign d i­
rected against all French private 
property, for strikes and dem on­
strations whose logical end will be 
nationalizations imposed by the 
government. Of course it m ay a l­
ready consider tha t the m ain ten ­
ance in a socialist country of ‘cap ­
italist’ establishm ents in itself 
constitutes a disturbance of the 
public order, a menace to social 
peace.”

D e G aulle

said th a t T rade M inistry officials 
“did not believe th a t the export 
of such equipm ent to Cuba would 
violate the allied ban on strategic 
sales to Communist countries.”

Mexico in Auto Field
Mexican capitalists are  entering 

the big time in the auto industry. 
Impulsa M exicana Autom otriz  has 
just bought the dies from  the de ­
funct West German Borgw ard car 
company for a rum ored $40 m il­
lion. The Mexican entrepreneurs 
hope to s ta rt production in mid- 
1964 and supply not only the 
domestic m arket but the Borg­
w ard assembly plants in West 
Germany, Argentina, Spain and 
South Africa.
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Curran Building Own 
Monument

New York, N. Y.
The argum ents you quoted last 

w eek [May 27 article on National 
M aritim e Union] against the new 
NMU pension plan may or m ay not 
be right. We won’t know until the 
details are in. B ut why does Joe 
C urran w an t to take the m em bers’ 
wage raises for the next three 
years and add it to the pension 
fund?

Joe is 60 years old now and a 
little tired. He w ants to control 
the union not .by fighting the sh ip ­
owners and delivering the goods to 
the seamen but, instead, by con­
trolling the m embers through the 
union machinery.

Would an NMU m em ber vote 
for the Paul Hall S1U [Seafarers 
In ternational Union] if it m eant

“The im mediate fate of hund ­
reds of millions may hinge on the 
secret U.S. truce proposals on 
Korea. Our fate too — life or 
death  for you and me and our 
loved ones — is being haggled 
over in Panm unjom  behind closed 
doors. And we are not perm itted 
to have a say about it: we are not 
even allowed to know w hat is 
going on.

“A t the same time, the w arlords 
of the U.S., Britain  and France, 
disguised in the garb of diploma­
cy, are  preparing  to confer next 
m onth in Berm uda — in total 
secrecy, of course — on the best 
m eans to carry  out the  designs 
of Wall S treet and its allies to 
m ake the whole world safe for 
the capitalist profiteers, exploit­
ers and im perialists . . . .

“H um anity’s fate is being sealed 
behind locked doors. We must 
b reak  them  down. We m ust de ­
m and an end to all secret d i­
plomacy. Expose the secret con- 
n ivers of world w ar to public 
view!” — June  1, 1953.

The W right Aeronautical Cor­
poration’s p lan t at Lockland, Ohio, 
has joined the fast-growing list of 
the business concerns who have 
been caught producing defective 
w ar m aterials and thereby in ­
creasing w ar profits w hile en ­
dangering the lives of men in the 
arm ed forces and m erchant m a­
rine.

According to a statem ent issued 
on May 20 by the Senate T ru ­
m an Committee, the W right Cor­
poration placed “unsafe and de­
fective m aterial in completed en ­
gines ready for shipm ent.”

The D epartm ent of Justice is 
now m aking an investigation 
based upon the evidence unearthed 
by the Trum an Committee.

Meanwhile, officials of the N a­
tional Bronze and A lum inum  
F oundry  in Cleveland, Ohio, were 
form ally indicted on charges of 
sabotage. Last month this com­
pany, the country’s largest m anu­
fac turer of alum inum  castings, 
was caught in the act of delib­
era tely  passing onto airp lane as­
semblers defective superchargers. 
Testimony of the p lan t’s workers 
revealed th a t the fraud originated 
with the com pany’s top officials.

If  the investigations and “prose­
cution” of previous production 
scandals set the precedent, the of­
ficials of the W right Corporation 
will get off w ith a light tap on 
the wrist. Severe m easures are 
reserved for the w orkers — such 
as the case of the welders in a 
Baltim ore ship yard  who w ere 
victims of the speed-up. Last 
month they w ere accused of faulty 
welding and throw n into prison as 
saboteurs — June  2, 1943

losing out on a bigger, better pen­
sion? Would a m em ber risk fight­
ing Joe. C urran if it m eant risking 
getting thrown out of the union 
(and they do it in the NMU) if 
he knew getting thrown out m eant 
losing the new 20-year pension?

Some of the  men would keep 
sailing after they w ere eligible for 
the pension. Joe would have the 
pension hanging over each of these 
m en’s head like a sword.

There is nothing wrong w ith 
union pensions in a democratic 
union. B ut in Joe C urran ’s NMU 
they are a club against the w ork ­
ers. Not only is Joe tired bu t he. 
w ants to be respectable. And
w h at’s more respectable than
money? Having lots of it to con­
trol. Look how respectable D ubin- 
sky is w ith lousy contracts, a 
mem bership tha t hates his guts, 
bu t plenty of w elfare-fund money 
invested in housing projects.

Joe is building a big new m ulti- 
m illion-dollar headquarters on
13th S treet and Seventh Avenue. 
He is planning on tearing  down 
the present headquarters and re ­
placing it w ith a middle-income 
housing project just like the re ­
spectable unions are doing. That 
big pension and w elfare fund will 
help swing the deal. The Pilot 
even announced the nam e of the 
new project: The Joseph C urran  
Housing Project!

W hat do you think of old Joe’s 
modesty? And he has a lot tha t he 
ought to be modest about. Even 
A lbert Einstein wouldn’t let any­
body nam e anything afte r him 
while he was still alive.

The present pension fund could 
be probably pyram ided up to $100 
million under the new  plan. But 
all the pieces of silver Joe gets 
w on’t clean him up. This is one 
move tha t some m embers caught 
onto in time and he’s h u r tin ’ — 
but good.

A. Seaman

Minneapolis Peace W alk
Minneapolis, Minn.

The article in The M ilitant May 
6 on the peace w alks was im por­
tant. I t  correctly showed the two 
sides of the peace walks. The good 
side is th a t there w ere bigger 
turnouts of high school and col­
lege youth. The bad side was tha t 
the officials were opposed to signs 
against the w ar in Vietnam.

The Minneapolis peace w alk  
showed the same thing. There was 
a larger tu rnou t of high school 
and college students than ever be ­
fore. And here, too, the leadership 
w as opposed to signs against the 
w ar in Vietnam. Their plans in 
organizing the w alk called for the 
banning of “issue-oriented” signs. 
This ban would have m ade it im ­
possible to have any signs against 
the w ar in Vietnam.

The M ilitant’s article quoted the 
Minneapolis Tribune  which re ­
ported tha t officials of the peace 
w alk tried to ban m em bers of the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  and Young 
Socialist Alliance from the walk. 
B ut this is not correct. The leaders 
w anted to do so. Their plans called 
for it and la ter one of the leaders 
w rote to the Tribune  expressing 
agreem ent w ith the article. But 
the fact is tha t w hen large num ­
bers of students showed up  carry ­
ing signs w ith m ilitant slogans, no 
protests were made by the w alk 
leaders.

There w as one incident, and it 
was an instructive one. In the last 
p a r t of the walk there w as some 
u ltra -r ig h t opposition. A group of 
people associated with the Social-

Democratic viewpoint panicked 
and turned on one of those bearing 
a m ilitant sign and dem anded tha t 
he go to the back of the line. He 
refused to comply.

The real division in the peace 
m ovem ent is between those who 
w an t a pro-Dem ocratic P arty  
orientation and those who w ant an 
independent struggle against the 
w ar actions of U.S. imperialism.

Joseph Johnson

Objects to ------
Detroit, Mich 

Re May 13 M ilitant, Chronicle of 
Mississippi Terror: “Get your
  off the front porch and don’t
come back on.”

Why?! And in a Socialist paper.
Get off your   es [sic] and
eschew such capitalist prudery. 
Reality was never an enemy of the 
people. I trust The M ilitant will 
henceforth forego the urge to be 
Puritanical by the use of blanks.

A. N.

[The article referred  to was re ­
produced as it originally appeared 
in the Congressional Record, A.N.’s 
le tter is sim ilarly printed. — E d ­

i t o r .]

Mississippi A id Plan
Los Angeles, Calif. 

P resident Kennedy has rejected 
the proposal of his Civil Rights 
Commission th a t federal aid be 
withheld from the state of Mis­
sissippi unless Negroes are accord­
ed a greater degree of rights there.

Critics of the Commission’s pro­
posal range from those who claim 
Mississippi should not be treated  
like a foreign country, to those 
who claim tha t stopping the aid

Indiana, USA — A front-page
photo in the Indianapolis News  
shows some youngsters in Attica, 
Ind., in fron t of a foreign-m ade 
car w ith such inscriptions on it as 
“Smash Me” and “Wipe Out Com­
m unism .” The caption under the 
photo explains: “Scores of boys 
and adults ‘satisfied their h a te ’ of 
Communism by battering this old 
car w ith sledge ham m ers a t a day­
long anti-Com niunist rally  here 
Saturday. The car, furnished by 
the A merican Legion, was a sym ­
bol of the Iron Curtain. H undreds 
gathered here for a parade and 
dem onstration of how a small town 
fights Communism.”

Venceremos! — By overw helm ­
ing vote, the Michigan State Uni­
versity  Model United Nations 
adopted a resolution introduced by 
“Cuba” protesting the “subver­
sion” indictment of the th ree  In ­
diana U Young Socialists.

Progress Report — Joseph R. L. 
Sterne, Washington correspondent 
of the Baltimore Sun, reported 
May 22 tha t “the decline of coffee 
earnings by the 15 coffee-produc­
ing countries of Latin A merica in 
the year ended last Ju n e  was 
greater than  the total United 
States contribution to the Alliance 
for Progress during the same pe­
riod.”

Fairly Free-Flowing — The gov­
ernm ent has assured a House In ­
formation subcommittee th a t it is 
doing all it can to arrange a free 
flow of news from South Vietnam 
w here newsm en are currently  
barred  by a State D epartm ent di-

program  would h u r t precisely the 
people who need the aid most, tha t 
is, the Negroes.

A simple am endm ent of the 
Commission’s proposal should 
solve this contradiction and satis­
fy  all sides. The federal govern­
m ent should continue to aid 
Mississippi, bu t the funds should 
be put a t the disposal of a com­
m ittee to be elected solely by the 
Negro people of the state. This 
method would take care of both 
sides of the problem; Mississippi 
would not be “cut off” from the 
Union and those who most need 
the aid would be certain of getting 
it.

M. A.

Detroit Student Action
Detroit, Mich.

I have just finished reading the 
um pteenth  million news article 
about a college panty raid. I 
couldn’t help comparing this kind 
of student activity with the South­
ern  Negro students’ struggle for 
civil rights, the Indiana University 
students’ struggle for civil liber­
ties, and a picket line tha t we had 
here at Wayne State University 
last Friday, May 17.

About 85 W ayne students pick­
eted the University in protest 
against the quarte r system tha t 
w as pu t into effect Septem ber 
1962. Semesters used to run  for 20 
weeks and tuition ran  $10 a credit 
hour. U nder the eleven-w eek q u ar ­
te r system, tuition still remains 
$10 a credit hour — bu t here’s 
the catch: you have to take lVz 
credit hours now to equal the old 
semester hour. So, in effect, you 
are paying $15 per credit hour. 
The main gripe of the  pickets

rective from covering certain areas 
and phases of' the war. The gov­
ernm ent assurance on free-flowing 
news was given at a closed door 
session of the House committee. 
Newsmen w ere barred.

Let the Visitor Beware — Via
the May 25 New Y orker  we picked 
up this Boston Globe report: 
“MONTPELIER, Vt. (U PI) — A 
bill to exem pt fallout shelter ow n­
ers from  liability for in juries to 
sheltered guests is before a Senate 
committee. The House-passed 
m easure provides tha t a guest 
would be unable to sue the host if 
the shelter collapsed during an 
attack.”

A Contagious Disease — When 
a pan ty  raid  broke out May 17 at 
A rlington State College in A rling­
ton, Texas, police used dogs and 
fire hoses to subdue the students.

Button Up Your Overcoat —
Atomic explosions are not a suf­
ficient explanation for the unusual 
w orld w eather this year, according 
to Eugenio Manalo, chief of the 
Philippines W eather B ureau’s Cli- 
matological Division. But, he

w asn’t financial, however, bu t the 
fact tha t 20 weeks of educational 
m aterial is now being cram m ed 
into eleven weeks.

The Daily Collegian (student 
daily paper) quoted one student 
as complaining, “They left us the 
m eat and potatoes like m arks and 
tests, bu t took out the frills like 
learning, assimilation, and tim e for 
discussing w ith fellow students.”

The week before the dem onstra­
tion chalked signs appeared on 
classroom blackboards urging the  
students to support the S trike 
Against the Q uarte r System by  
boycotting all classes on F riday  
and joining the picket line. A l­
though there has been w idespread 
dissatisfaction with the new  sys­
tem among students, faculty  m em ­
bers and even adm inistration per ­
sonnel, only 85 students picketed. 
Most classes reported norm al a t­
tendance.

One Wayne alum nus supplied 
some constructive criticism of the 
action, “A prin ted  sta tem ent In 
clear term s should have been 
made up and distributed. Also, 1 
think petitions should have been 
circulated.”

The S trike w asn’t a w orld- 
shaking event b u t it had its own 
importance. The main significance 
w as tha t the students w ere trying 
to take part in the decision­
making processes a t the university. 
Like the students in the  South 
who are insisting: “We w an t to 
have our say on w here we learn, 
eat, live and work,” the W ayne 
students are saying: “We w an t to 
have our say in the vital decisions 
tha t affect our present and our 
fu tu re .”

Evelyn Sell

added, if 2,000 atomic bombs are  
exploded in the nex t ten years 
there  will be sufficient radioactive 
dust in the atm osphere to reduce 
the tem perature by 27 degrees, 
This, he observed, “would be the 
beginning of the ice age.”

Better Wash Those Brains —
Students a t Jun io r High School 
278 in Brooklyn thought they 
w ere poking good American fun  
at K hrushchev in a school show 
w hen they indicated in song th a t  
he was an evil but effective per ­
sonality. But Brooklyn’s American 
Legion Post told the school p r in ­
cipal it was “red” propaganda and 
the song was prom ptly dropped. 
The Legion also expressed ire a t a 
song in which the students said 
they would do anything to avoid a 
nuclear war. This w as viewed as 
an expression of the “better red  
than  dead” philosophy. The word 
“almost” was pu t in front of “any­
thing.” The Legion boys w ere 
gratified a t the changes b u t w ere 
concerned tha t some of the  pupils 
had memorized the objectionable 
song. The principal insisted they 
h adn ’t.

Thought for the Week
The survivor leaving his fallout shelter after a major nuclear 

attack m ight emerge on a landscape populated largely by crabgrass, 
pigweed and hungry, leaf-eating insects. Recent studies have shown  
that im portant forest plants are considerably m ore sensitive to radia­
tion damage than had been thought . . . Because a forest is a com plex 
system  of m any interdependent species, disastrous effects on a few  
m ajor components m ight upset the whole balance of nature in the 
region.” — The May 27 New Y ork  Times.
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LOS ANGELES MUSLIM TRIAL

LOS ANGELES, May 25 — The 
fram e-up  case of 14 Black Muslims 
w ent to the ju ry  yesterday after 
a tria l lasting six weeks. All 14 
defendants have been charged 
with assaulting police. An addi­
tional charge of assault w ith in ­
ten t to commit m urder was 
brought against John Morris, 
m inister of the Los Angeles mos­
que.

The defendants are victims of 
a shooting and clubbing spree by 
Los Angeles cops last year, which 
left seven unarm ed Muslims 
strew n on the sidewalk, bleeding 
from bullet wounds. One died and 
another was paralyzed for life.

When defense testimony was 
completed May 21, the prosecu­
tion case was in ta tte rs  and a 
blood-curdling account of police 
savagery and anti-Negro sadism 
had been placed in the record.

Besides the num erous contradic­
tions, gross errors in identification 
and pa ten t impossibilities (such 
as being “jum ped” by defendants 
from a * non-existent staircase in 
the mosque) in the  police testi­
mony under cross-examination, 
the defense completely discredited 
the chief witness for the prosecu­
tion.

This figure is one William T rib ­
ble, Jr., who passed himself off 
as a special officer licensed by the 
city. He had joined the police in 
the m idst of the attack on the 
Muslims and at the tr ia l made, 
for example, a “positive identi­
fication” of Muslim M inister John 
Morris. Tribble’s testim ony was 
especially valued by the prosecu­
tion because he is himself a 
Negro.

Cross-exam ination of Tribble 
brought out th a t he had not pos­
sessed a license as a special of­
ficer since 1959, although he ap ­
plied and was turned down in 
1960. In his identification of M or­
ris he swore the la tte r  had worn 
a light suit, almost white. The 
police photo taken of Morris after 
the arrest shows him in a dark 
suit.

Most dram atic was the testi­

RESISTING HATE CAM PAIGN. Black M uslims in N ew  York  
picket at courthouse to protest trial of brothers arrested w h ile  
selling m ovem ent’s paper. Throughout country, cops have helped  
w hip  up hatred against M uslim s by trying to fa lsely  portray them  
as “dangerous fanatics.”

mony of the defendants. Charles 
H. Zeno, 36, told how he had come 
to the mosque to pick up his wife, 
leaving his three sons in the car. 
Upon entering the building he 
was tackled from behind by police 
and then hit in the face. Then he 
was lined up against the wall 
w ith other Muslims. While stand ­
ing there he was kicked in the 
crotch, his coat was torn up the 
back and his trousers were ripped 
down the seams.

A nother defendant, Troy A u­
gustine, also described the ripping 
of their clothes. He quoted one of 
the cops as saying: “We ought 
to shoot these niggers. We got 
them  lined up and we ought to 
kill every one of them .” Another 
taunted: “We just killed some of 
your brothers outside.”

William Rogers, 27, paralyzed 
from a bullet a t the base of his

P h o t o  b y  J .  A.

DEM ANDED LESS EATING, MORE ACTION. W hen President 
K ennedy celebrated his birthday at a $ l,0 0 0 -a -p la te  Dem ocratic 
Party dinner at N ew  Y ork’s W aldorf Astoria Hotel May 23 som e  
30t) p ickets gathered to voice their dem and for action on a series 
of key social and political issues. A central them e of the dem on­
stration w as the dem and that the administration act in defense  
of the rights of B irm ingham  Negroes. A m ong the groups repre­
sented  in the dem onstration w ere  the Harlem  A nti-C olonial Com­
m ittee, Progressive Labor, Socialist W orkers Party, th e  o ff-ca m ­
pus chapter of Student Peace Union, Y oung Socialist A lliance, 
Y outh A gainst War and Fascism  and W orkers World. A group of 
supporters of CORE dem onstrated for presidential action on civil 
rights at another entrance to the sw ank hotel.

spine, testified from a wheel 
chair. He told of being wounded 
four times in the K orean War. He 
said tha t w hen he went out of 
the door of the Muslim temple 
A pril 27, 1962 he saw a cop point­
ing a gun at him  and he began 
to run. Then he felt an explosion 
in his back. “ I fell to the ground,” 
he said. “An officer started  to 
beat me across the head w ith a 
club . . . .  Then I w ent out.”

Rogers’ brother, Robert, 19, was 
shot four times and lay on the 
ground unconscious. W hen he be­
gan to come to, he saw his bro ­
ther lying near him. “I put out 
my hand and we held hands . . . 
My bro ther said, ‘They got me. 
too.’ Then someone came by and 
kicked our hands apart. I was 
told to get up b u t I couldn’t move. 
My brother said he couldn’t move 
either. Someone kicked me over

M inister John  Morris testified 
tha t he was upstairs in the 
mosque, conferring with Ronald 
Stokes, who was la ter shot and 
killed by the police, when he 
heard his nam e called. He w ent 
to the stairs w here Roosevelt 
Walker, another defendant, said to 
him, “I ’m  shot.”

Phoned for Help

Morris w ent to the phone to call 
for medical help, when he heard 
his nam e called from the street. 
He looked out the window and 
a Muslim called up to him: “We’ve 
got Brother Clarence in the car. 
He’s shot. W hat shall we do?” 
Then he felt a gun in his back. 
The cop holding it yelled, “L et’s 
tear those pretty  suits off those 
niggers.” M orris was then hand ­
cuffed, his pants w ere pulled 
down, and he was p u t in a police 
car. Though left alone in it he 
did not try  to get out.

Summations by prosecution and 
defense began May 21 and lasted 
till yesterday. One prosecutor as­
serted: “There is nothing in this 
case tha t has racial overtones.” 
The other declared tha t some of 
his very good friends were Ne­
groes.

Defense A ttorney Broady, how­
ever, pointed out: w hite judge, 
w hite jury , w hite prosecutors — 
Negro defendants, Negro defense 
attorneys. The prosecutor’s sum ­
mation singled out the  Muslim 
precept of “Help your brother,” 
as the pernicious doctrine under­
lying the case. Defense attorneys 
Broady and Loren Miller, how ­
ever, methodically reviewed the 
evidence proving the innocence of 
each of the 14 defendants.

F id e l C astro

with all the m eans a t its disposal. 
The organizers of aggression 
should rem em ber tha t an invasion 
of Cuba will place m ankind be­
fore a devastating nuclear-m issile 
w ar.”

N.Y. Forum Hears 
Moscow-Peking 

Dispute Discussed
NEW YORK, May 28 — An in ­

tensely interested audience packed 
the M ilitant Labor Forum  to capa­
city last n ight to hear “Two Views 
on the Sino-Soviet Dispute.” 
Presenting the  views w ere Eugene 
Genovese, a m em ber of the edi­
torial board of Science and So­
ciety, and W illiam F. W arde, a 
contributor to The M ilitant and 
International Socialist Review .

“The forces for unity ,” in the 
dispute, Genovese said, “are  more 
fundam ental than the ir  differences 
and this sets limits to the ir d is ­
pute.” He felt th a t on all the key 
questions Peking was correct as 
against Moscow.

Regarding W arde’s presentation 
of views, Genovese gave the opin­
ion tha t the area of agreem ent be ­
tween them  was far larger than 
tha t of d isagreem ent and tha t they 
should agree to disagree on those 
points separating them. “The 
sooner the obstacles dividing us 
are removed the better off we 
shall be,” he declared.

International Issues

W arde said tha t on most of the 
international issues the Chinese 
were much more correct than the 
K hrushchev leadership.

He pointed out th a t the Soviet 
and Yugoslav leaderships, on the 
one hand, and the Chinese and the 
Albanian, on the other, w ere ac­
cusing one another of holding 
Trotskyist views in the present 
controversy. Obviously they all 
could not, he said. And despite 
any agreem ent any of them  might 
have w ith Trotskyism  on this or 
tha t point, none had  positions 
coinciding with the complete 
T rotskyist position program.

W arde welcomed the Peking- 
Moscow debate, saying: “The
shattering  of Moscow’s monolithic 
control over world communism is 
wholly beneficial. I t  is encourag­
ing an ti-bureaucratic  sentiments 
and democratic discussion on a 
global scale. I t is p reparing  a re a ­
lignment of revolutionary forces 
in m any countries.”

W arde expressed gratification a t 
Genovese’s declaration of the need 
for a continuing discussion aimed 
a t forging the unity  of revolu ­
tionary forces in this country. 
W arde said the Trotskyist m ove­
m ent could be relied on to do all 
it could to realize such an aim.

Defense Rips Prosecution Case to Bits
Castro-Khrushchev Statement 
Is Twisted by U.S. News Media

W illiam  B u n d y

On the occasion of the end of 
the formal part of Cuban Prem ier 
Fidel Castro’s visit to the Soviet 
Union, a joint sta tem ent was is­
sued in Moscow May 25 signed 
by Castro and Soviet Communist 
P arty  F irs t Secretary Nikita 
Khrushchev. This statem ent was 
widely in terpreted  by m ajor news 
media in the United States as a 
declaration by Castro of support 
to K hrushchev in the dispute be ­
tween the Soviet and Chinese 
Communist Parties.

The New Y ork Tim es, for ex ­
ample, said: “The statem ent also 
left little doubt th a t Dr. Castro, 
who had wavered between loyalty 
to Moscow and Peking, was now 
in the Soviet camp.” Actually, 
Castro has never “w avered” be ­
tween Moscow and Peking. His 
position has been an independent 
one which was closer to Moscow’s 
on some points and to P eking’s on 
others. There is nothing in the 
May 25 joint statem ent to indicate 
any change in Castro’s previous 
position.

Diplomatic S tatem ent

The statem ent is a diplomatic 
docum ent in which points of com­
mon agreem ent are emphasized 
and in which the Sino-Soviet dis­
pute is not mentioned — either 
directly or through double talk 
about Yugoslavia or Albania. In ­
sofar as issues in the Sino-Soviet 
dispute are touched on, the fo rm ­
ulations are non-polem ical and 
sufficiently imprecise to include 
both the previously enunciated 
K hrushchev and Castro positions.

The tone of the sta tem ent is 
hard regarding U.S. aggression 
against Cuba. I t says th a t the De­
clarations of H avana “correctly in ­
dicates the  course of events” in 
Latin America. It also reports tha t 
the Soviet Union will pay a higher 
price for Cuban sugar than  was 
stipulated in the original trade 
agreements. The w orld sugar 
price has gone up since the agree­
m ents w ere concluded.

On U.S. T hreat

The statem ent says tha t Cuba 
desires to re tu rn  to norm al re la ­
tions with the United States and 
tha t Cuba and the Soviet Union 
“note tha t although the direct 
danger of a m ilitary  intervention 
on Cuba was eliminated, the ten ­
sion in the Caribbean Sea area 
still remains.”

The statem ent continues: “In
the course of talks between com­
rades N. S. Khrushchev and Fidel 
Castro it was confirm ed by the 
Soviet side that if an attack was 
made on Cuba in violation of the 
com mitments undertaken by the 
United States P resident not to in­
vade Cuba, the Soviet Union will 
fulfill its international duty  to the 
fra terna l Cuban people and will 
render it the necessary aid for the 
defense of the freedom and inde­
pendence of the Cuban Republic

Union Solidarity Brings 
Victory in Minn. Strike

MINNEAPOLIS, May 21 —
A fter 51 days, the strike of United 
Steelworkers Local 2175 against 
Westinghouse has ended in vic­
tory for the union.

The w orkers did not win all of 
the ir demands, but they retained 
and improved the most im portant 
features of the previous contract 
which the company had threatened 
to take away. They also won wage 
increases, thus achieving a net 
gain.

The w orkers’ militancy and 
solidarity surprised everybody, 
most especially the  company, 
which had conducted a propa­
ganda barrage by mail and tele­
phone to divide the union and 
underm ine the negotiating com­
mittee.


