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Giant Detroit Demonstration 
Planned by Negro Groups

Vietnam Tyranny in Deep Crisis

D E T R O IT  —  In  response to the 
d ram atic  events in  B irm ingh am , 
as w e ll as the accum ulated g r ie v ­
ances o f D e tro it-s ty le  d is c r im in a ­
tion , plans are w e ll u n de rw ay  fo r  
a mass “ Freedom  M a rch ”  o f 100,
000 Negroes on Sunday, June 23. 
B e g in n in g  a t 2:30 p.m., the m arch ­
ers w i l l  w a lk  fro m  Vern o r and 
W oodw ard (ne a r do w n to w n  D e­
tro it )  to  Cobo H a ll, the  c ity ’s con­
ven tion  centcr, fo r  a g ian t ra l ly  
fe a tu rin g  Rev. M a r t in  L u th e r  K in g .

The dem onstra tion , organized by 
the n e w ly  fo rm ed  D e tro it  C oun­
c il fo r  H um an R ights, headed by 
Rev. C. L . F ra n k lin , has rece ived 
pledges o f support fro m  hundreds 
o f com m u n ity  organ izations, b lock  
clubs, churches, loca l un ions, you th  
groups and others; the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  has also expressed 
its  f u l l  support.

Thousands o f leafle ts, stickers, 
posters, etc. a rc  be ing d is tr ib u te d  
announcing the  m arch. Thousands 
o f free copies o f the D e tro it 
C o urie r  and o f I l lu stra ted  News, 
m il ita n t  Negro b i-w eek ly , are be­
ing  c ircu la te d  th ro u g h o u t ne ig h ­
borhoods and churches. A  group 
o f W ayne State U n iv e rs ity  s tu ­
dents, m any fro m  the new  student 
organ iza tion , U h u ru , signed up 650 
pa rtic ip an ts  fo r  a campus c o n tin ­
gent in  a sing le  afte rnoon . S im ila r  
a c t iv ity  is go ing on in  every c o r­
ner o f the com m un ity .

U n lik e  some past c iv i l- r ig h ts  
dem onstra tions, w h ic h  have tr ie d  
to re s tr ic t p a rtic ip a tio n  to “ ap­
p roved ”  organ izations, a l l groups 
have been in v ite d  to m arch  under 
th e ir  ow n banners and w ith  th e ir  
ow n slogans.

One o f the ou ts tand ing  features 
o f the m arch is th a t the leader­
sh ip  is no t in  the hands o f the 
conserva tive  “ o ld  gua rd .”  In  the 
e a rly  stages, w hen the idea o f a 
m arch  was f ir s t  p ro jected, the 
N A A C P  and T rade  U n ion  Le ad er­
ship C ounc il (T U L C ), loca l a f ­
f il ia te  o f the Negro A m erican  L a ­
bor C ounc il, together w ith  w h ite  
lib e ra ls  and ce rta in  la b o r leaders, 
tr ie d  to discourage the action  u n ­
less i t  w o u ld  be con tro lled  by 
“ respectable”  figu res  (them se lve s ). 
Rum ors w ere  spread th a t funds 
w o u ld  be m ishand led; th a t Rev. 
K in g  and the S outhern  C h ris tia n  
Leadership Conference, w h ic h  w i l l  
receive a ll m oney collected, w o u ld  
no t endorse the counc il w h ile  i t  
was headed by  such men as Rev. 
F ra n k lin  and Rev. A lb e r t  Cleage, 
who has been characterized as a 
“ ra c is t”  because o f h is uncom ­
p ro m is in g  m ilita n c y .

A l l  e ffo rts  to  d is ru p t the u n ity  
(Continued on Page 2)

Jury's Verdict 
Against Muslims
J U N E  10 —  A fte r  unu su al­

ly  long d e lib era tio n , th e  a l l -  
w h ite  ju ry  in  th e  e ig h t-w e e k  
old Los Angeles tr ia l  o f 14 
B lack  M uslim s w as today o r­
dered by the judge to render 
a p a rtia l decision. T h e  ju ry  
re tu rn ed  verd icts fin d in g  four  
M uslim s g u ilty  of resisting  
police. One of these was also 
found g u ilty  of s im ple as­
sault but not o f felonious  
assault as charged. Jurors  
w e re  o rdered  to continue de­
lib e ra tio n  and rep o rt fu r th e r  
th e r verd icts as th ey  w ere  
reached.

By S teve G rah am
A w e -in s p ir in g  fo rm s o f protest 

m arked the B ud dh is t cam paign 
against the re lig iou s  oppression 
o f d ic ta to r Ngo D in h  D iem , as the 
cris is  in  South V ie tn a m  con tinued 
despite U  S. a ttem pts to cool i t  o ff.

On June 10 in  Saigon, a 73- 
y ea r-o ld  B ud dh is t m onk had his 
robes doused w ith  gasoline and 
then set f ire  to h im se lf. S u r­
rounded by  a thousand p ra y in g  
and chan ting  m onks and nuns, w ho 
kep t the po lice  aw ay d u rin g  the 
te n -m in u te  ordea l, the m onk, sat 
serenely, h o ld ing  a s tr in g  o f beads, 
as he bu rned  to death as a pro test 
against D iem .

M onks and nuns ca rried  signs, 
saying: “ A  B ud dh is t p ries t burns 
fo r  f iv e  dem ands.”  These were 
the demands p u t fo rw a rd  M ay 8 
a fte r governm ent troops, using 
arm ored cars, shot and ran  down 
B uddh is t dem onstra to rs in  the 
c ity  o f H u e, k i l l in g  nine. The 
demands are: 1) the  r ig h t  to f ly  
the B ud dh is t f la g ; 2) equal r ig h ts  
w ith  the  C a tho lic  C hurch ; 3) an 
end to governm ent persecution o f 
B uddh is ts ; 4) governm ent ac­
know ledgem ent o f resp on s ib ility  
fo r  the M ay 8 k il l in g s  and w o un d - 
ings; and 5) pun ishm en t o f those 
responsible.

A  fe w  days before, U S . o f f i-

By F red  H alstead
JU N E  12 —  Rev. M a rtin  L u th e r 

K in g  has proposed a mass M arch 
on W ashington to pressure con­
gress to pass c iv i l- r ig h ts  leg is la ­
tio n  expected to be in troduced 
ne x t week. The head o f the 
S ou thern C h ris tian  Leadersh ip  
Conference —  speaking June 9 
on “ Open End,”  a te lev is ion  in ­
te rv ie w  p rogram  —  also suggested 
th a t the m archers m ig h t stage

cia ls w ere  hope fu l th a t the re  
w ou ld  be a coo ling  o f f  in  the re ­
lig ious  cris is. D iem  had issued a 
statem ent c r it ic iz in g  some o ffic ia ls  
fo r  th e ir  “ insens itive ”  ha n d lin g  o f 
“ people.”  H ow ever, his s u rly  gen­
e ra litie s  d id  no t a d m it govern ­
m ent resp o n s ib ility  fo r  the  M ay 8 
massacre and fa ile d  to sa tis fy  the 
Buddists.

Barbed W ire
M oreover, the s tack ing  o f barbed 

w ire  barricades on stree t corners 
and the concen tra tion o f e lite  
troops in  Saigon gave the lie  to 
U.S. ta lk  o f coo ling o ff. The ve ry  
day o f D iem ’s statem ent, his 
planes dropped lea fle ts  on Hue 
denouncing the lead ing B uddh is t 
priest. The ne x t day, M adam e Ngo 
D inh  N hu, w ife  o f D iem ’s b ro th e r 
and closest adviser, denounced 
B uddh is t leaders as “ C om m unist 
dupes.”  The governm ent persisted 
in  its  pretense th a t “ C om m unist 
ag ita to rs”  caused the M ay 8 
vio lence.

U.S. o ff ic ia ls  now fea r D iem ’s 
reg im e m ay be ove rtu rned . One 
o ffic ia l, accord ing to the New  
Y o rk  T im es, described the s itua ­
t ion  as “ w a tch in g  som eth ing 
s lo w ly  s lip p in g  th rou gh  y o u r f in ­
gers.”  The re lig ious  d ispu te  in  a 
c ou n try  w here about 80 per cent

“ s it- in s  in  congress,”  i f  necessary.
The proposal was repeated by 

the  SCLC northeast reg iona l d i­
rector, Rev. George Law rence, 
w ho to ld  a news conference in  
N ew  Y o rk  June 11 th a t unless 
congress acts p ro m p tly  on the  b ills , 
“ thousands upon thousands o f 
Negroes”  w i l l  pour in to  W ash ing­
ton to dem onstra te fo r  action. Rev. 
Law rence  w arned th a t a D ix ie c ra t 
f il ib u s te r  against the c iv i l- r ig h ts

o f the popu la tion  is B uddh is t, de­
stroys W ash ing ton ’s w h itew ash  o f 
D iem  “ as lead ing a broad na tiona l 
m ovem ent to w h ich  the popu la tion  
is constan tly  ra lly in g .”

In  the ceremonies over the 
charred rem ains o f the s e lf- im ­
m olated m onk, his co -re lig ion is ts  
appealed in  E ng lish  to U.S. m i l i ­
ta ry  personnel to  he lp  them  and 
no t to supp ly  D iem ’s troops w ith  
weapons to be used against them.

Gen. Pau l D. H a rk ins , head o f 
the U.S. forces in  South V ie tnam , 
on June 10, ordered U.S. “ ad­
visers”  ( in  p la in  Eng lish : troops) 
not to accom pany South V ie t­
namese m il ita ry  un its  on m issions 
to suppress the B uddh ists. F u r ­
therm ore, any South V ietnam ese 
requests fo r  equ ipm en t unde r d i­
rect U.S. con tro l —  fo r  exam ple, 
he licopters —  m ust now  be cleared 
w ith  H a rk in s  before de live ry . U.S. 
personnel, H a rk in s  says, are to re ­
m ain  “ n e u tra l”  in  the d ispu te  be­
tween the C a tho lic  governm ent 
and the B ud dh is t popu la tion , u n ­
less “ C om m unis t”  g u e rrilla s  be­
come invo lved .

B u t the U.S. is no t ne u tra l. I t  
created the D iem  d ic ta to rsh ip . I t  
m a in ta ins  i t  in  power. I t  finances 
it, arm s it ,  and tra in s  its  soldiers. 
I t  is as responsible fo r  D iem ’s acts 
as he is.

b ills  w o u ld  touch o f f  “ massive 
acts o f c iv i l  disobedience a ll ove r 
the na tion .”  He said Negro and 
w h ite  supporters o f c iv i l- r ig h ts  
groups “ w i l l  t ie  up p u b lic  tra n ­
spo rta tion  by la y in g  o u r bodies 
p rostra te  on runw ays  o f a irpo rts , 
across ra ilro a d  tracks  and at bus 
depots.”

In  his taped T V  in te rv ie w , Rev. 
K in g  o ffe red the strongest c r it ic ­
ism he has p u b lic ly  made to date 
o f the K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
ro le  in  c iv i l  r igh ts . He declared 
th a t bo th  the D em ocratic  and Re­
pub lican  pa rties  “ have betrayed 
the cause o f ju s tice ”  by th e ir  co l-

J U N E  12 —  VVe are  ju s t going  
to press at the tim e  of the  
shocking news o f th e  racist 
m u rd er of M ed g ar Evers, M is ­
sissippi F ie ld  S ecre tary  of the  
N A A C P . F ig h ters  fo r eq u a lity  
and brotherhood can best honor 
the m em ory of th is heroic  
m a rty r  by ex ten d in g  his s tru g ­
g le fo r fu ll F reedom  N O W .

la bo ra tion  w ith  D ix iecra ts , and 
sha rp ly  c ritic ised  K ennedy fo r  
fa il in g  to take a “ m ora l stand”  on 
the  issue o f desegregation. K in g ’s 
words, how ever, w ere m ild  com ­
pared to statem ents by  others in  
the m ovem ent.

The Rev. James Bevel, an SCLC 
aide fro m  M ississipp i, was quoted 
in  the June 9 New  Y o rk  T im es  
m agazine as saying: “ Some punk  
w ho ca lls h im se lf the  P resident 
has the  audac ity  to te ll people to 
go slow. I ’m  no t prepared to  be 
h u m ilia te d  by w h ite  trash  the  rest 
o f m y life , in c lu d in g  M r. K e n ­
nedy.”

T he f ig h tin g  mood summed up 
by th a t s ta tem ent and m anifested 

(Continued on Page 8)

Battle to Win 
Freedom Now 
Keeps Rising

B y W il l  L u tte r
T hroughou t the c o u n try  Negroes 

are m arch ing , s it t in g - in , p icke tin g  
and sometimes b a ttl in g  the police, 
as the strugg le  fo r  e q u a lity  and 
freedom  thunders  onw ard  in  a 
crescendo o f protest.

In  D a nv ille , Va., po lice  and 
deputized c ity  employes w en t w ild , 
using n igh ts ticks  and saw ed -o ff 
baseball bats on dem onstra tors a l­
ready downed by h igh -p ressu re  
f ire  hoses, as they broke up  a 
p ra ye r v ig il on the c ity  h a ll steps 
and charged a crow d  near the  ja i l  
p ro tes ting  e a r lie r  arrests. F o r ty -  
f iv e  Negroes were hospita lized. 
O ver 100 m ore w ere ja ile d . Snipers 
in  the Negro com m u n ity  a lleged ly  
f ire d  15 shots at po lice  p ro w l cars 
in  re ta lia tio n .

In  C am bridge, M d., Negro lead­
ers, charg ing  a doublecross, broke 
a th ree -w eek truce  w ith  calls fo r  
mass protests against the in de ­
te rm ina te  sentences g iven tw o  15- 
y ea r-o ld  dem onstra tors p re v io us ly  
arrested. Negroes, ja ile d  in  the 
m ost recent dem onstrations, w ent 
on a rampage, sm ashing p lu m b in g  
f ix tu re s  and s tu ffin g  mattresses 
th rou gh  ce ll bars. R abb i Is rae l M. 
G oldm an, v ice -cha irm an  o f the 
M a ry la n d  Com m ission on In te r ­
rac ia l P rob lem s w arned: “ These 
people are f u l l  o f resentm ent and 
fee l they are be ing betrayed. We 
are fac ing  ra c ia l d isaster in  th is  
coun try , and, God fo rb id , v io le n t 
re v o lu tio n .”

•  In  St. Lou is  p ickets protested 
“ face -to -face ”  segregation w h ere - 

(Continued on Page 2)

capital march to win rights 
urged by martin luther king
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New Washington Numbers Game

Gov’t Juggles Fallout Safety Figures
Fallout from  nuclear tests w ill 

contaminate food in  the United 
States w ith  50 strontium  units this 
year, compared to 8 to 13 units 
last year, the Federal Radiation 
Council announced on June 3.

A  few more years of testing at 
the 1962 rate could raise the 
rad ia tion content in  food to a level 
where the government, under ex­
is ting regulations, could be forced 
to take counter-measures. As a 
result, the council, a cabinet-level 
advisory board to the president, is 
considering revising present reg­
ulations.

Present regulations stipulate 
tha t when the level of radioac­
t iv i ty  in  food is under 20 stron­
tium  units, the government does 
nothing. When the radiation level 
is from  20 to 200 units, the gov­
ernment watches the contamina­
tion  closely. And when the radio­
ac tiv ity  rises to the 200-to-2,000- 
u n it range, the Radiation Council 
considers whether or not to take 
counter-measures to remove the 
radioactive contaminants from  the 
food. This year the radioactive 
content o f the food reached the 
second range.

Representative M elvin  Price 
(D - I l l .), a member of the Joint 
Committee on Atom ic Energy, said 
the proposed regulations would 
boost the “ lim its  so the risks do 
not look like  hazards.”

The safety lim its, which now

D A G M A R  W ILS O N , in itiator of 
Women’s Strike for Peace.

face revision, are based on stand­
ards developed to protect workers 
in  radioactive-materials industries.

Dr. Paul C- Tompkins, executive 
d irector of the Radiation Council 
to ld the jo in t committee at a hear­
ing, “ I f  we get pushed hard in ­

ternationally and must conduct 
more nuclear tests, levels above 
the industria l exposure standard 
may be okay.”

Women S trike For Peace issued 
a statement June 3 protesting “ the 
irresponsible action w hich the 
Federal Radiation council is taking 
to raise the radiation protection 
guideline.”

The statement continued: “ Now 
that fa llou t from  the nuclear tests 
of 1962 is reaching record levels, 
we find  that once again the gov­
ernment is evading, rather than 
meeting the issue.

“ By avoiding defin ite levels at 
which counter-measures would be 
advised, by falsely assuring the 
public of no health hazards, by 
making guidelines in fin ite ly  ad­
justable so as to contain fu ture 
increases, and by neglecting pre­
parations fo r feasible counter­
measures, the government is seri­
ously remiss in its duty toward 
public welfare.

“ We feel that th is new action is 
an attempt to legalize a recognized 
hazard jus t as i f  i t  were decided 
to legalize a certain amount of 
crime.

“ W hile scientists disagree on 
levels of radiation causing diseases 
such as cancer, and hence, the 
numbers of people who w il l  suffer 
from  fa llou t to date, they are not 
disagreed tha t any additional ra ­
diation is like ly  to cause additional 
damage.”

... Giant Demonstration Planned in Detroit
(Continued from  Page 1)

of the march have so fa r failed. 
More and more now the tendency 
is to get on the bandwagon before 
i t  is too late. TULC did a flip - flo p  
from  its orig ina l stance and is now

offering fu ll support. The M ich i­
gan A FL-C IO  has announced its 
endorsement. The libe ra l police 
commissioner has even offered the 
police marching band and the 
mounted division to head the pa-

... Freedom Fight Keeps Rising
(Continued from Page 1)

by black children, attending the 
same schools as whites, have sep­
arate classes, use separate doors, 
and have separate times fo r lunch 
and recess.

•  In  Los Angeles, a united fron t 
o f Negro organizations presented 
demands to c ity  and county o ff i­
cials fo r action against de facto 
school segregation. They also de­
nounced police b ru ta lity  and job 
d iscrim ination on projects invo lv ­
ing public funds.

•  In  Newark, Negroes threaten 
to picket c ity  construction projects 
where they fin d  job d iscrim ina­
tion. The Newark Co-ordinating 
Council sponsored a demonstration 
of 75 Negroes at c ity  ha ll; gave 
the mayor 30 days to act.

•  In  Englewood, N.J., 75 adults 
and 35 children marched from  the 
almost completely Negro L incoln 
school to the predom inantly white 
Cleveland school, in  tha t com­
m un ity ’s long battle over desegre­
gation.

C H IC A G O  
Changes in Marriage and the Family. 

Speaker, Evelyn Reed, socialist w riter 
and lecturer on anthropology. Fri., June 
21, 8 p.m. Debs Hall 210, 302 S. Canal 
St. Ausp. Friday N igh t Socialist Forum. 

•
DETROIT

Three Negro Students Discuss Pro­
spects for Equality. Speakers Charles 
Johnson, Rufus Griffin, John Watson. 
Fri., June 21, 8 p.m. Debs Hall, 3737 
Woodward. Ausp. Friday N igh t Social­
ist Forum.

•
NEW  YORK 

J O H N  O . KILLENS, author o f "And 
Then W e Heard the Thunder" and 
"Y oungblood" speaks on 100 Years of 
Freedom? Fri., June 21, 8:30 p.m. 116 
University Place. C ontrib . $1 (students, 
50c.). Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

•  In  Ann A rbor, 200 Negroes 
and whites demonstrated a ll n ight 
at c ity  ha ll fo r sw ift passage of a 
fa ir-housing ordinance.

Progress was registered in  Nash­
v ille , where, fo llow ing weeks of 
very m ilita n t demonstrations, a b i- 
racial committee announced that 
most downtown hotels, motels and 
restaurants have agreed to deseg­
regate immediately.

Progress was also made in 
Orlando, Fla., where most local 
businessmen agreed to hire Ne­
groes as clerks, salesmen, secre­
taries and in other positions cus­
tom arily  restricted to whites.

Violence was narrow ly averted 
in Gadsden, Ala., as w hite  hood­
lums moved in on teenage Negroes 
picketing a varie ty store. W ide­
spread picketing of lunch counters 
continues there. Restaurants were 
also a target in  Savannah where 
104 Negroes were arrested June 9.

In  A lbany, Ga., complaints have 
been made to the F B I that g irls 
were forced by police matrons to 
disrobe in  fro n t of male prisoners. 
Two w hite members of the Stu­
dent Nonviolent Co-ordinating 
Committee, Joyce B arre tt of 
Philadelphia and Joni Rabinowitz 
of New Rochelle, N. Y., are the 
complainants. A lbany Police Chief 
Laurie P ritchett denied a charge 
by SNCC member Faith Holsaert 
of B rooklyn that a “ policeman ran 
his hand over me and threatened 
to strip  me after I  was arrested.”

A TLA N TA  — The ja ilin g  of 
three college students brought to
89 the number of s it-in  demon­
strators arrested since A p ril. Ne­
gro and w hite college and high- 
school students, and some teachers 
from  A tlan ta ’s predom inantly Ne­
gro colleges, have been active 
here. In  another development 
Howard Zinn, chairman of Spel- 
man College’s history department 
and a member of the SNCC execu­
tive committee, has been fired  
w ithou t warning.

rade. The local NAACP is s til l o f­
fic ia lly  holding out, however.

Rev. Cleage, w ritin g  in  I llu s ­
trated News, pointed out that the 
old guard leadership has “ missed 
an im portant fact. The time has 
passed when power in  the Negro 
community is derived from  the 
support and good w il l  of w hite 
liberals. A ny Negro leadership 
must secure its strength from  the 
masses of Negro people. I t  must 
speak fo r them, articu la ting the ir 
legitim ate aspirations in  a ll areas 
of the freedom struggle.”

This observation aptly explains 
why in  the D etro it area, w ith  a 
Negro population of over ha lf a 
m illion , the NAACP, TULC and 
other respectable organizations 
were able to get a turnout of only 
350 at a May 10 ra lly  in  so lidarity 
w ith  Birm ingham , w h ile  1,000 
people paid $3 a plate to attend a 
testimonial d inner fo r the “ dis­
reputable”  Rev. Cleage on May 25.

Turning Point?
I f  the march is successful in  

m obiliz ing 100,000 Negroes, or 
even anywhere near that figure, i t  
w il l  be one of the most im portant 
demonstrations in  the N orth  in  
many years. I t  w ould signal a 
tu rn ing  point in  the Northern 
struggle jus t as significant as the 
student s it-ins did in  the South 
three years ago. I t  would fu rthe r 
weaken the hold of the conserva­
tive  and gradualist Negro leader­
ship, who have now lost the in i­
tia tive. I t  would inspire the Negro 
masses w ith  greater confidence in  
the ir own independent strength 
and encourage them to re ly , on it, 
ra ther than on phony allies, and 
i t  would help to produce a new 
and more radical leadership. I t  
would also undoubtedly stimulate 
fu rthe r s im ilar mass action in  oth­
er Northern cities.

The big th ing about this march, 
therefore, w il l  be the size of the 
turnout. That is w hat the Negroes’ 
foes and friends w il l  be watching. 
The size of the march w il l  be 
more im portant than the plans of 
the leaders, the program of Rev. 
K ing, and even the specific slo­
gans carried by various groups.

So the immediate job of every­
one who wants Freedom Now is 
to help get out 100,000 Negroes, or 
more, on June 23.

The management of the Chicago 
Heights Ford plant is taking fu r­
ther advantage of the treacherous 
refusal of the international o ff i­
cials of the United Auto Workers 
to back up the membership of Lo ­
cal 588. The company fired  15 
more men June 15 apparently fo r 
p icketing last month during a 
strike over safety conditions. In ­
ternational officia ls refused to au­
thorize the strike. Fired earlier 
were Bernard Fox, local president, 
and John Conway, un it commit­
teeman, who stopped an unsafe 
press by job action because they 
couldn’t  get prom pt action w ith  
the grievance procedure clogged 
w ith  220 unsettled grievances.

* * *
His bark is notoriously worse 

than his bite, bu t fo r what i t  is 
worth, here is w hat Transport 
Workers Union President Michael 
J. Q u ill said in  a recent issue of 
the union’s paper: “ B ig business 
in the United States has, fo r too 
long, run our government. Now 
our government must run big busi­
ness.”  Q u ill called fo r “ govern­
ment ownership of a ll big in ­
dustry.”

“ This approach,”  said Quill, 
“ would of course be branded as 
Socialism; but unless the big m id­
dleman is pu t out of business, un­
less the p ro fit system is taken out 
of big industry and our natural 
resources, we in  America are de­
fin ite ly  headed fo r another army 
of 15 or 16 m illion  unemployed.”

Q u ill said government owner­
ship is the only solution to the 
problem of joblessness due to ra il­
road automation and mergers. 
“ There is only one alternative to 
immediate government seizure and 
control of the railroads — and that 
is a general strike of a ll railroad 
workers from  the A tlan tic  to the 
Pacific.”

* * *
The Amalgamated Clothing 

Workers, which has organized 
most laundry workers in  the New 
York C ity area, is try in g  to or­
ganize the 1,500 Chinese who iron 
shirts at some 60 non-union sh irt 
laundries. The union isn’t  getting 
very far, however, because wage 
scales are so abysmally low  in  the 
unionized laundries that the Chi­
nese sh irt ironers find  they make 
more than union scale — plus two 
meals a day. Most employees of 
regular laundries are Negroes and 
Puerto Ricans, and the laundry 
industry is a rb itra r ily  exempted 
from  federal m inim um-wage cov­
erage.

* * *
The West Penn Power Company

claims its lines have been sabo­
taged. The company was struck 
last month by 1,300 service, lines, 
and production workers organized 
in  Local 102 of the U tility  W ork­
ers of America, AFL-C IO .

The company claims barbed 
w ire  was thrown over a power 
line  in  B utler county, burn ing out 
a transformer, and that tree 
branches were found across power 
lines in  an area where there are 
no trees.

The union is demanding job - 
security safeguards. The company 
has sought in junctions against 
mass picketing in  Pennsylvania 
counties where i t  has power sta­
tions, and has hired a number of 
private  gumnen since the strike 
began.

* * *
Five railroad operating cra ft 

unions have notified the ir locals to 
be prepared to strike as railroad 
corporations prepare to institu te 
the new w ork rules which have 
been in  dispute fo r several years. 
Union leaders, however, don’t  take 
the notifications very seriously, 
because government intervention 
is expected. The fact tha t govern­
ment mediators and boards in  this 
dispute have repeatedly declared 
that there can be no strike has

“ disarmed”  the unions. “ The com­
panies don’t  have to give an inch,”  
said one union negotiator, “ they 
know the government is going to 
step in, so w hy bargain w ith  us?”

I f  a strike is actually called, a 
b ill imposing compulsory a rb itra ­
tion on the unions in  this single 
dispute w il l  be presented to con­
gress and is expected to pass 
quickly. The b ill has been drafted 
by the railroad corporations which 
are planning to get i t  introduced 
by adm inistration spokesmen.

*  * *
Reaction to the congressional 

vote against renewal o f Public 
Law  78 —  the Mexican farm  labor 
program — has not been what 
some observers expected. The 
Southwestern farm  operators have 
objected very lit t le  to the vote, 
w hile  the Mexican capitalist press 
has been h igh ly critica l. Mexican 
ru ling  circles are worried about 
the elim ination of the “ escape 
valve”  of m igratory w ork in  the 
U S. fo r the increasingly im pover­
ished and restive Mexican peas­
antry.

As fo r the U.S. operators, the ir 
need fo r imported m igratory labor 
has fa llen o ff in  recent years due 
partly  to the increasing unem­
ployment in this country and pa rt­
ly  to the mechanization o f agri­
culture, particu la rly  the cotton 
p icking machine. These factors 
have created a large pool of do­
mestic labor forced to w ork fo r 
p it ifu lly  low  wages. Some big 
farm  operators recently have ac­
tua lly  been rejecting use of the 
Mexican farm  labor program be­
cause under i t  the U.S. and 
Mexican governments set up cer­
ta in m inim um  standards of pay 
and conditions, w h ile  U S. citizens
—  or the Mexican laborers who 
enter the country illega lly  — have 
no such protection.

For example, in  1962 the U.S. 
Department o f Labor set a m in i­
mum wage of 70 cents an hour fo r 
workers imported under the pro­
gram. A t the same time, U-S.- 
born, displaced sharecroppers and 
cotton crop workers in  nearby 
Arkansas, were w orking fo r 50 
cents an hour.

*  *  *

A  “ break down” livened up the 
ten-m onth-old strike against the 
Shell O il Company in  Pasadena, 
Texas last month. Dozens of cars 
suddenly stalled on the highway 
outside the p lant May 21, back­
ing up tra ff ic  fo r miles. The 
Houston Press printed a picture 
of cars w ith  the ir hoods up, the ir 
owners poking around in the mo­
tors. The caption read: “ Car Trou­
ble — As Far As the Eye Can 
See.”  S trikers said they were 
grateful fo r the pub lic ity  to 
dramatize the ir demands fo r job 
security in the face of automation. 
Royal Dutch Shell has been op­
erating the plant w ith  supervisors 
and some scabbing build ing-trades 
union members.

Documents 
of the 

Negro Struggle
Texts of discussions on ques­
tion with Leon Trotsky and
o f  analytical resolutions 
adopted by conventions of 
Socialist Workers Party.

65 cents

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.
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Cruel and Unusual Punishment

Pomeroys Still Persecuted

A Test-Ban Treaty?
P res iden t K e n n e d y ’s June 10 speech at the  A m e rica n  U n i­

v e rs ity  in  W ash ing ton, D.C., has raised m a n k in d ’s hopes th a t a 
ban on nuc lea r te s tin g  m ay soon be a rr iv e d  at.

T h a t the  decis ion w h e th e r o r no t the re  sh a ll be such a ban 
rests w ith  W ash ing ton  has been g la r in g ly  ev iden t since K en n e d y ’s 
re je c tio n  o f the  o ffe r  o f th ree  y e a r ly  inspections made by K h ru s h ­
chev a fte r he had been led by U.S. d ip lom a ts  to be lieve  th a t 
w o u ld  be acceptable. Indeed, w o rld  s c ie n tific  o p in io n  backs the  
S ov ie t con ten tion  th a t U.S. insistence on m ore inspections is no t 
ju s tif ie d . O b v io u s ly  th a t insistence has been m ere ly  a dodge to 
avo id  a test ban.

Though  a test ban cannot by any s tre tch  o f the  im a g in a tio n  
be considered as end ing  the  nuc lear arm s race o r as a b e g inn in g  o f 
d isa rm am ent, i t  w o u ld  nonetheless be a p o s itive  step. F o r nuc lea r 
te s tin g  is endangering  the b io lo g ica l ca p ita l o f a ll m ank ind .

I t  m u s t be ke p t in  m in d  th a t K e n n e d y ’s w illin g n e ss  fo r  h ig h - 
le v e l ta lk s  abou t a ban is based n o t on any sudden convers ion  to 
peacefulness b u t on th e  fa c t th a t i t  w o u ld  now  be to the  in te re s t 
o f U.S. im p e ria lism .

A  tru ce  to te s tin g  by U.S. im p e ria lism  and the  K re m l i n, 
bo th  o f w hom  a p p a re n tly  have concluded a new  series o f tests, 
w o u ld  a t th is  ju n c tu re  serve th e ir  com m on in te rests  b y  h in d e r in g  
the  spread o f nuc lear weapons am ong the  o th e r na tions o f the  
w o rld .

C e rta in ly  opponents o f w a r w o u ld  be na ive  to th in k  th a t the 
sw eet reasonableness o f K e n n e d y ’s June 10 speech cancels o u t h is  
be llicose record , w h ic h  inc ludes p u tt in g  the  w o r ld  on the  b r in k  
la s t O ctober and b u ild in g  the  U.S. nuc lear a rsenal to  m egalo­
m aniac o v e rk il l  p ropo rtions .

In Memory of the Rosenbergs
I t  is ten  years now  since J u liu s  and E th e l Rosenberg w ere 

ra ilro a d e d  to  the  e le c tric  ch a ir a t the  h e ig h t o f the  w itc h -h u n t 
and c o ld -w a r hys te ria . O n June 19, 1953 th e y  w e re  e lectrocuted 
desp ite  th e ir  pleas o f innocence and w o r ld -w id e  appeals fo r  
c lem ency fro m  such notab les as the  pope and the  p res iden t o f 
France. T h is  was the  f i r s t  peace-tim e  execu tion  on espionage 
charges in  U.S. h is to ry . I t  is an ine rad icab le  b lo t on th is  c o u n try ’s 
record.

A t  the  same tra ve s ty  o f a tr ia l ,  and on even fl im s ie r  evidence, 
M o rto n  S obe ll was sentenced to  30 years im p riso n m e n t fo r  “ con­
sp iracy  to  co m m it espionage.”  D esp ite  constant appeals, h is  case 
has neve r been re v ie w e d  and he s t i l l  languishes in  p rison  in  
in c re a s in g ly  bad hea lth . R ecen tly  he was m oved fro m  A tla n ta  to 
a p riso n  m ed ica l cen te r in  M issou ri. D octors, em phasiz ing h is  poor 
hea lth , have jo in e d  m any p ro m in e n t persons in  u rg in g  h is release. 
T hough  he is e lig ib le  fo r  paro le , i t  is  den ied h im .

The C om m ittee  to  Secure Justice  fo r  M o rto n  S obell p lans a 
series o f p u b lic  a c tiv itie s  a round  th is  te n th  a n n ive rsa ry  to back 
up  an appeal to  the  S uprem e C o u rt and appeals fo r  execu tive  
clem ency. These a c tiv it ie s  in c lu d e  a C arnegie  H a ll m ee ting  June 
19 to  be addressed b y  D r. H a ro ld  U re y  and fe a tu r in g  a f ilm e d  
in te rv ie w  w ith  B e rtra n d  R ussell. A  y o u th  dem onstra tion  is also 
p lanned  a t th e  W h ite  House, S a tu rday, June  15.

P artisans o f c iv i l  l ib e rtie s  and dem ocracy shou ld  jo in  in  these 
actions w he re ve r possible. T here  is no b e tte r w a y  to  m a rk  the  
a n n ive rsa ry  o f the  savage execu tion  o f the  Rosenbergs than  by 
p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  the  cam paign to  free  th e ir  fe llo w  v ic t im  o f 
in ju s tice .

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent
Chicago $ 1.400 $  1,505 108
Newark 225 245 104
Baltimore 120 120 100
St. Louis 100 100 100
Detroit 900 902 100
Boston 750 718 96
Minneapolis-St. Paul 1,000 945 95
San Diego 400 347 89
Milwaukee 350 300 86
Oakland-Berkeley 750 579 85

150 125 83
San Francisco 750 590 79
The General 395 309 78
Cleveland 500 380 76
Connecticut 200 150 75
New York 5,800 3,991 69
Denver 130 89 69
Seattle 600 391 65
Los Angeles 6,300 3,360 53
Philadelphia 300 141 47

Totals to June 10 $21,120 $15,345 72%

By Constance Weissman
A  husband and w ife, un justly  

imprisoned fo r ten years, have 
been try in g  in vain fo r over a 
year since the ir release to break 
through the inhumane and v ind ic ­
tive  red tape of the laws and im ­
m igration regulations of the U.S. 
and the P hilipp ine Republic which 
keeps them apart. Despairing of 
being able to be together in  either 
country, the couple decided the 
only possib ility of being reunited 
was to meet in  another country. 
But the P hilipp ine  Republic now 
refuses to issue the w ife  a visa. 
Only a campaign of public pro­
test on the ir behalf can make i t  
possible fo r the long-suffering, 
long-separated husband and w ife 
to be reunited.

Ten Year Term
The M ilita n t o f Nov. 21, 1960, 

to ld the earlie r pa rt of the story 
of W illia m  Pomeroy, a young 
American, and his w ife, Celia, both 
of whom had been imprisoned in  
the P hilipp ine Islands fo r ten 
years.

They had been given life  sen­
tences a fte r being forced to plead 
g u ilty  to charges specifying 16 in ­
cidents in  w hich neither had par­
ticipated. Indeed, Pomeroy obvi­
ously could not have participated 
in  some of them because they oc­
curred before he arrived in  the 
Philippines.

However, both pleaded g u ilty  in  
order to escape death sentences.

W illiam  Pomeroy

Celia Pomeroy

W illiam  Pomeroy graduated 
from  high school in  Rochester, 
N. Y., during  the depression of 
the 1930’s. He went to the P h ilip ­
pine Islands as a soldier in  W orld 
W ar I I .  He took part in  the inva­
sion of Leyte and was la te r sta­
tioned at Fort Statsenberg in  Cen­
tra l Luzon. There he became ac­
quainted w ith  the movement of 
the Huks, m et some of them and 
became sympathetic to the ir cause.

A fte r the w ar he returned to 
the United States and was dis­
charged from  the arm y in  1946. 
In  less than a year he went back 
to the Philippines to continue his 
studies at the U n ive rs ity  of the 
Philippines. He became a w rite r, 
m arried Celia Mariano, and to ­
gether, under pressure of the a n ti- 
H uk terror, they w ent to the h ills  
to jo in  the gue rrilla  fighters.

Celia Mariano, a teacher, was 
one of the f irs t to jo in  the re ­
sistance a fte r the Japanese inva­
sion. She worked w ith  the Huks 
a ll through the war, teaching, 
w ritin g , publish ing underground 
newspapers and even fighting.

Captured
W hile  in  the mountains, both of 

the Pomeroys taught and wrote. 
In  A p ril, 1952, both W illiam  and 
Celia Pomeroy were captured. 
They were kept in  severe close 
confinement in  separate prisons 
fo r ten years. Meantime, Japanese 
collaborators had long since been 
given amnesty.

In  1960, a committee headed by 
V incent H a llinan was form ed to 
w in  freedom fo r the Pomeroys, 
a fte r the National Guardian  had

Militant Fund Drive

There’s Just Time for You to Pitch In
By M arve l Scholl

National Fund D rive  D irector

This is the next to the last fund 
story and scoreboard in  The M il i ­
tan t’s $21,000 Fund Campaign. 
Five cities have already made i t  
to the top or gone over. Chicago, 
whose performance in th is cam­
paign has been exem plary sent in  
an additional $100 in  order to show 
Baltim ore i t  rea lly  meant business 
in  its early challenge to a ll groups 
fo r f irs t place firs t! That is So­
cia lis t competition in action and 
we like  it!

Salute to Newark
Newark also deserves special 

mention. For the f irs t tim e in  a 
good many years i t  has gone over 
the top in a campaign. Congratu­
lations.

I would also like  to make special 
mention of a small group in P itts ­
burgh who pledged $10 to The 
General’s quota and came through 
w ith  more than they had pledged. 
This small group of three people, 
tw o of whom are seriously ill, 
have very l it t le  extra  money yet 
they continue to support The 
M ilita n t  w ith  the ir T ru th  Dollars, 
not jus t during campaigns, bu t a ll 
through the year.

I  w ould like  to take this op­
po rtun ity  to urge readers to em­
ulate our P ittsburgh friends. T ru th

Dollars are im portan t a ll of the 
time. They keep the p rin te r, the 
post office, the photo-engraver, 
etc., happy.

The M ilita n t  s ta ff are a ll so­
cialists. They w ork  long, hard 
hours w rit in g  the paper and p lan­
ning its layout, almost en tire ly  on 
a vo lun ta ry  basis. B u t the p rin ting  
company and paper suppliers are 
not socialists. The w herew itha l to 
keep them tu rn ing  our w ritte n  
copy in to a newspaper is v ita lly  
im portant.

And we hope tha t you w il l  feel 
tha t such contributions w il l  be 
w orth  your w h ile  in  terms of re­
ceiving a weekly paper tha t con­
tains a s ignificant amount of im ­
portant m ateria l not available else­
where. In  the past we have pre­
sented a substantial amount of ex­
clusive coverage on the great 
events in  Cuba and A lgeria; on the 
Sino-Soviet debate, etc. W ith  your 
help we intend to continue m aking 
such news available in  th is coun­
try .

So keep your T ru th  Dollars ro l l­
ing in . W ith  our loyal readers to 
provide the financia l means, The 
M ilita n t s ta ff pledges itse lf to keep 
the paper at its  h igh level and to 
do everyth ing possible to im prove 
it. Send your contributions to 116 
U n ivers ity  Place, New Y o rk  3, 
New York.

exposed the facts about the ir fate. 
In  December, 1961, they were re­
leased.

B u t freedom has been a sad ex­
perience fo r them. Upon his re ­
lease, Pomeroy was deported to 
the U.S. I f  he returns to the 
Philippines he w il l  be sent back 
to prison. Actions and appeals to 
obtain a U.S. visa fo r Celia Pom­
eroy have been unavailing. This 
couple has been separated fo r 
more than eleven years, enduring 
the worst hardships. I t  has been 
common practice fo r democratic 
governments to respect the r ig h t 
of a m arried couple o f d iffe ren t 
national origins to remain together
—  even though this meant m aking 
exceptions to certain im m igra tion  
regulations.

Yet U.S. offic ia ls have to ld Mrs. 
Pomeroy that under the terms of 
the W alter-M cCarran Im m igra tion  
A ct she cannot enter th is country 
unless she proves by her actions 
fo r five  years tha t she has repu­
diated her struggles fo r P h ilipp ine  
independence and land reform . 
W illiam  Pomeroy has been advised 
not to w rite  or do anything “ dis­
pleasing”  or he w il l  never see his 
w ife  again.

No Passport
The Pomeroys have therefore 

decided to go to a th ird  country 
to live. They do not w ant to do 
this, but they w ant to be together 
a fte r a ll the years of separation.

Celia Pomeroy applied fo r  a 
Philipp ine  passport s ix months ago 
so that she could jo in  her husband 
in this new country. She has not 
received an answer but the P h ilip ­
pine Foreign A ffa irs  O ffice in d i­
cated they would re ject her app li­
cation, because they th in k  tha t 
Mrs. Pomeroy w ould be “ a th reat 
to the national security”  abroad.

We urge our readers to w rite , 
p referably by a irm a il (25c per ha lf 
ounce), to President Diosdado 
Macapagal, Malacanang, Manila, 
Ph ilipp ine  Republic, asking tha t 
he approve a passport fo r Celia 
M ariano Pomeroy so that she may 
jo in  her husband.

TO  S PE A K  A T  N E W  
Y O R K  FO R U M . John O. K i l -  
lens, distinguished novelist, 
w ill speak at the M ilita n t 
Labor Forum  Friday, June 21, 
at 8:30 p.m. His subject w ill  
be “ 100 Years of Freedom?” 

M r. K illens is the author of 
the w idely read novel about 
Southern Negro life, Y o ung ­
blood, and the recently pub­
lished A n d  Then W e H eard  
the  T hu n d e r, about a Negro’s 
experience in a Jim  Crow  
A rm y unit during W orld W ar  
I I .
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A  Symposium: Which Road Leads to a world of enduring peace?
[The M ilitant Labor Forum in 

New York was filled to capacity 
May 10 to hear a symposium on 
“Which Road to Peace?” The 
panelists were Dave Dellinger, 
Fred Halstead, Mrs. Pauline Lurie 
and Harry Purvis. The following 
are excerpts from their presenta­
tions.]

* * *

Dellinger: . . .  I  th in k  that w hat 
we have to do i f  we w ant peace 
is attack the causes of war.

Now th is may not seem very 
revo lu tionary or very novel. I t  is. 
Because we a ll like  to live  w ith  
the assumption tha t things are not 
going to be quite as d iff ic u lt as 
they rea lly  are. I t ’s a na tura l hu ­
man tendency w hich we’re a ll 
prey to fo llow  the line  o f least 
resistance. A nd th is is pa rticu la rly  
true, in  a society like  ours, fo r 
those o f us who are gregarious 
and don’t lik e  to be completely 
isolated and apart from  personal 
and norm al social life  and, per­
haps, like  to th in k  of ourselves as 
being effective.

Therefore there’s a great ten­
dency not to come down as hard 
as we could, and as we must, 
on the things that actually cause 
w ar . . . .  I t  starts a ll the way 
from  proving  tha t we’re more 
pa trio tic  than the m ilita ris ts  bu t 
tha t we w ant peace and won’t 
they ju s t do th is one l it t le  th ing  
a l it t le  d iffe ren tly . Maybe that 
w i l l  lead to some things tha t are 
more d iff ic u lt to realize bu t es­
sentia lly represent the same ten­
dency, tha t is, not coming to grips 
in  a very real sense w ith  the 
po in t tha t “ w ar is the health of 
the state,”  as Randolph Bourne 
said during  W orld W ar I.

There’s a pre tty  real sense in  
which w ar is no accident. Now 
accidental w ar may take place — 
tha t’s an en tire ly  d iffe ren t thing. 
I t ’s no accident in  our society. I t ’s 
the logical cu lm ination of the ev­
eryday processes of our economic 
and social power structure . . .

I  th in k  i t ’s a tragic m istake fo r 
people interested in  peace to say, 
“ Now le t’s not be divisive. L e t’s 
not b ring  in those economic ques­
tions. L e t’s not b ring  in  those po­
lit ic a l questions . . . .

Halstead: F irs t I  w ant to make 
i t  clear tha t the avoidance o f nu­
clear w ar is the most im portant 
question o f our tim e even fo r rev­
o lu tionary socialists.

A t the same tim e I believe in 
the struggle fo r socialism. A nd I 
believe tha t everything is subor­
dinate to that, to  figh ting  always 
fo r the poor and the humble 
against the exploiters and the 
usurpers of unnecessary privilege.

There’s no contradiction be­
tween those two things as I see 
it- One comes from  the other.

I  don’t  believe tha t we w il l  
ever have secure peace u n til we’ve 
done away w ith  the explo itation 
o f man by man, u n til we don’t 
need the cops and the extension 
of the in te rna l exp lo ita tive sys­
tem —  w hich is im peria lis t ex­
pansion.

Four Canadians 
Who Saw Cuba

Four Canadians —  a member of the 
British Columbia legislature, a union­
ist-journalist, a school principal, and 
a college student —  who all visited 
Cuba recently, offer honest and il­
luminating reports on what life is 
really like there. Published by the 
Canadian Fair Play for Cuba Com­
mittee.

Send 35 cents for a copy to:

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 University Place 

New York 3, N. Y.

B ut tha t doesn’t  mean tha t I 
believe tha t atomic w ar is inev­
itable. We can avert tha t disaster 
but we can only do i t  by figh ting  
every concrete act o f w ar or move 
toward w ar as i t  occurs. And as 
e ffective ly as we can. And that 
can only be done in  the course of
— and never in  contradiction to 
the struggle of the mass o f the 
ord inary people against the spe­
c ia lly  privileged.

Just look at the h istory of re­
cent times, say since the Second 
W orld War. There were those in  
the capita list w orld  who planned 
to start the T h ird  W orld W ar as 
soon as the second one was over. 
That’s w hy H iroshima H arry  
dropped the atom bomb on H iro -
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shima and Nagasaki. Everybody 
knows tha t the w ar was won and 
tha t tha t mass m urder was meant 
fo r only one thing, to show the 
rest of the w orld  tha t the ru lers of 
the United States are top dog.

The th ird  w orld  w ar d idn ’t  come 
righ t a fte r the second, and i t  d idn ’t 
come not because someone else 
had an atomic deterrent. Nobody 
else had i t  fo r quite a while . I t  
d idn ’t  come because there were 
a number of revo lu tionary devel­
opments which occurred through­
out the w orld  which kept the cap­
ita lis t class of balance.

The firs t o f these I  participated 
in  myself, even though I d idn ’t 
know anyth ing about i t  at the 
time. I  was in  the navy, in  the 
S ixth  Fleet, helping to carry Na­
tiona lis t soldiers from  Shanghai 
up north to fig h t the Communists. 
B u t that d idn ’t last long because 
we had a ‘going home’ movement. 
Not because we gave a damn or 
knew anyth ing and cared less, as 
ord inary  Am erican sailors, about 
the struggle between the National­
ists and Communists but because 
we wanted to go home.

I t  was su ffic ien t so that i f  they 
had involved us in that w ar we 
w ould have just sat down and 
done nothing. And the B ritish  
Navy there w ould have mutined. 
I  know  because I ta lked w ith  
B ritish  sailors. And the capita l­
ist governments couldn’t possibly 
have gotten the w ar going because 
of what amounted to revo lu tion­
ary mass sentiment. And the sec­
ond th ing  tha t staved o ff the w ar 
was the Chinese Revolution.

I t  is m y position tha t i t  is sow­
ing an illus ion  to say to people that 
you can avoid w ar by having con­
ferences of the various leaders of 
the pow erfu l nations of the w orld. 
These may serve some purpose but 
i t ’s s tr ic tly  secondary. I  get fr ig h t­
ened when I  hear tha t the top 
leaders of the top nations of the 
w orld  are going to closet them­
selves together and discuss my 
fate and yours. I  feel much more 
comf ortable about peace and 
about the possib ility  of staving o ff 
the w ar when I  see masses of

people demonstrating in  the streets 
keeping the capitalists o ff balance. 
For example, I  believe tha t the 
demonstrations in  B irm ingham  
righ t now are a m ajor force fo r 
peace.

Mrs. Lurie: I  speak not as a 
pacifist or a social revo lu tion ist 
but as a frightened mother really. 
B u t I  agree w ith  you tha t stop­
ping nuclear w ar is our p rim ary  
concern, our firs t concern. And 
although I can’t help partic ipating 
in many actions fo r peace m y con­
cern is tha t we speak mostly to 
ourselves. We a ll agree, I am sure, 
that there are te rrib le  injustices in 
the w orld  and u n til they are stop­
ped there w il l  be no true peace.

Bu t my hope is tha t w ith  a new 
program of Women fo r Peace tha t 
we can reach and speak to new 
people. We can invo lve new peo­
ple, we can educate new people 
on w hat peace w il l  mean.

The po in t o f Women fo r Peace 
is the s im p lic ity  o f the program. 
We have no dues, nor organiza­
tion, we have no leaders, no mem­
bers, there is complete autonomy. 
W hat ind iv idua l groups or women 
care to do they are free to do. 
We feel tha t on this basis we can 
ask many people to do w hat we 
are doing. S im ply ask fo r peace 
and disarmament. Say “ no”  to 
war, “ no”  to the warmakers. Sup­
port the United Nations. That is 
the fu ll extent o f our program. 
We feel that although many peo­
ple support other peace groups 
tha t have more complex and in ­
volved programs, they can a ll take 
part in  a program such as the 
Women fo r Peace have. Whereas 
the reverse is not tru e  actually . .. 
Our feeling is best stated by Dr. 
Spock who we a ll fe lt always 
spoke to us in  a ve ry  straight 
fashion. He said there is no point 
in  raising children i f  they’re go­
ing to get burned alive. The firs t 
step is to get r id  o f nuclear test­
ing as soon as we can. The danger 
o f ann ih ila tion  through miscalcu­
la tion or mistake is ten times 
greater than the ris k  tha t the Rus­
sians w il l  fool us.

Most of the women I  know  in 
Women fo r Peace w ould rather 
stay home . . . we don’t  relish 
the idea of leaving our fam ilies, 
spending money . . .  to lobby, go
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on trains, v is it congressmen. We’re 
none of us actually politicians. We 
leave tha t to the politicians.

But we w ould like  to exert a 
moral influence on these men. We 
fe lt, fo r example, tha t our recent 
pilgrim age to Rome was a case in  
point. This tr ip , and the sacrifices 
involved, can be imagined by most 
both men and women. I t ’s not 
easy fo r a housewife who’s never 
been away from  home before to 
leave and to prepare fo r her fam ­
ily  fo r tw o weeks . . . We fe lt 
tha t th is was a small e ffo rt we 
could make to help achieve some­

th ing to help implem ent the peace 
makers.

When we had our audience 
w ith  Pope John on the 24th of 
A p r il we represented 65 women 
from  18 countries. We had three 
races, six fa iths and non-believers 
and i t  was quite a task fo r us from  
our various backgrounds to get 
together and make a simple com­
promise statement. And yet we did 
it. We fe lt th is should be an ex­
ample to the politicians.

We were to ld by the pope — he 
thanked us fo r coming and he said 
to us, in re tu rn ing  to your homes 
and your countries, be every­
where ambassadors fo r peace. We 
were met by U Thant who was in 
Geneva fo r only a day and 
agreed to see a few  of our wom ­
en. He said w ork  such as ours was 
close to his heart. That we should 
keep i t  up. We were asked by peo­
ple in  the street could they sign 
a petition? W hat could they do to 
help? They fe lt that our concern 
was the ir concern. They wanted 
to w ork  fo r peace. They d idn ’t 
jus t w ant to ta lk  about it  any­
more.

And we feel we must support 
by our physical presence, by le t­
ters, by program, by education, 
the e ffo rt to make serious peace 
proposals. And we must at the 
same tim e say “ no”  vigorously — 
i f  tha t’s w hat you mean —  by 
upsetting interests that are vested 
and established. We say “ no”  very 
vigorously by demonstrating and 
by try in g  to upset those we feel 
are not serious in  the ir e fforts fo r 
peace.

We fe lt tha t past wars and con­
flic ts  though they were costly 
were lim ited. They were lim ited  
to those bearing arms and tha t 
was p re tty  much the ir free choice. 
B u t now we feel that new under­
standings and attitudes are need­
ed in  the face o f nuclear ann ih ila ­
tion  . . .

A  w orld  of peace is a w orld  in  
which ideological differences can 
be discussed and arbitrated. I 
don’t  believe that because men 
can’t negotiate and compromise 
tha t m y children must die. We 
know a ll o f us w hat peace can 
do fo r us, the beautifu l w orld  we 
could have in  peace. Now we have 
to see w hat we can do fo r peace.

Purvis: . . . W ell now w hich 
road to peace? The road to peace 
w hich I  advocate is the road em­
bodied in  that revo lu tionary docu­
ment of 1776. That the se lf-ev i­
dent tru ths are tha t a ll men are 
equally endowed w ith  rig h t to life  
and lib e rty  and that governments 
are institu ted among men to se­
cure these rights and derive the ir 
jus t power from  the governed . . . 
And i f  we rea lly  dedicate our­
selves to these self-evident tru ths 
we w il l  amend our constitution, 
e lim inate the power to declare 
w ar jus t as we elim inated slavery.

Because w ar is an ind iscrim ­
inate use o f governmental power, 
an un just power in  tha t i t  ind is­
crim inate ly  punishes the innocent 
w ith  the gu ilty , i t  puts a bomb 
on the baby in  the bathtub along 
w ith  the person who’s pu tting  
people in  gas chambers. This is 
not respect fo r the life  and libe rty  
of people, not respecting in d iv id ­
ual rights; and in  the second it  
places the use of governmental 
power outside o f our ju risd ic tion . 
To try  to deter the actions of peo­
ple to try  to govern the conduct 
of people through te rro r but to 
govern the conduct o f peoples 
who have no representation in 
that government is not a just 
power derived from  the consent 
of the governed.

So we say i f  we rea lly  believe 
in  those revo lu tionary principles 
in  our Declaration o f Independ­
ence we w il l  abandon this attem pt 
to deter through terrorism  of the 
bomb, we w il l  w o rk  fo r a repre­
sentative ins titu tion  and we w il l  
ins titu te  among men a govern­
ment of the w orld . We w il l  de-

BAN  T H E  BOM B! A Women's Si 
onstration at the United Nations.

velop the U nited Nations and 
here I  a lign myself w ith  Mrs. 
Lu rie  and against David Dellinger 
and Fred Halstead. Because I 
th in k  we need a police force as 
d is tinct from  m ilita ry  force. I 
th in k  there’s an im portant moral 
distinction, ethical d istinction that 
we should keep in  mind.

W hat the w orld  needs is a police 
force fo r the U nited Nations and 
a c rim ina l court such as the 
Nurem berg  court, not w ith  a ll the 
bad things about the Nurem berg  
court but w ith  the essential good 
th ing  about the Nurem berg  tria ls  
that i t  held ind iv idua ls respon­
sible fo r v io la tion  o f in ternational 
law. We must change the nature 
of in ternationa l law  and not con­
sider tha t i t  is broken by nations, 
communities and try  to punish 
communities anymore than we go 
out and lynch a com m unity when 
the leaders of that comm unity 
have violated the rights of some­
body else . . .

There are people who clim b on 
the backs o f others. That’s w hy 
you do need police. That’s w hy 
you do need courts to decide 
w hether someone’s c lim b ing  on 
the backs of others or ju s t try ing  
to prevent someone else clim bing 
on his back. I  th ink  i t  goes back 
to the ancient Hebrew scriptures, 
thou shall love thy  neighbor as 
th y s e lf. This is the very basis of 
the Declaration o f Independence 
and the whole idea o f rights. U n­
fortunate ly  man is fa llib le , he 
does use his lib e rty  to in te rfe re  
w ith  the lib e rty  of other people so 
we have to have th ird -p a rty  ad­
jud ication, I th ink. We have to 
have a th ird  party  to settle a dis­
pute and tha t’s w hat we need in 
the w orld  today . . .

[Following the initial presenta­
tions there was a question period 
and then brief summaries by the 
panelists. The following are ex­
cerpts from their answers to ques­
tions and from the summaries. 
The summaries were made in re­
verse order of the presentations.]

*  *  *

Purvis: . . .  I  th in k  we have to 
be careful not to find  scapegoats 
fo r our troubles. I  rea lly  feel that 
some people have an illus ion  that 
there are some groups called ex­
ploiters and th is is put up there 
and i t ’s used as a substitute fo r 
reason and there’s ju s t enough 
tru th  in  i t  to make i t  palatable. 
B u t I th in k  we have to be care­
fu l about it.

I  say to you tha t there are as 
many people who favo r the
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balance of te rro r, who favor the 
atom bomb, in the labor unions 
and in  CORE and in the organi­
zations that perhaps you would 
a ll re fe r to as le ft-w in g  as there 
are in the National Association of 
Manufacturers or in the Rotary 
Club or in  the Catholic Church, 
the U n ita rian  Church or any 
other group. We are a ll human 
beings and I th in k  we have to 
stop blam ing i t  on some, what 
would be the opposite o f the pie- 
in -the-sky, some dev il-in -the -sky  
to whom we apply th is tag o f ex­
p loiters . . . .

I  th in k  economic questions of 
the w orld, of underdeveloped 
countries w ould be solved i f  ta r if f  
barriers were abolished, quotas 
were abolished and men could 
trade w ith  men on a w orld -w ide  
basis and we had a free trade 
area as big as the w orld  instead 
of as big as the U nited S tates. . . .

And here is where I  th in k  Mr. 
Castro is at his weakest. He had 
a rig h t to overthrow  M r. Batista 
bu t he had a duty to protect the 
rights o f a ll Cubans to participate 
in  his continuance in  office or in  
the choice o f his successor. I 
th in k  every revolution has this 
obligation i f  i t ’s going to become 
a legitim ate government and I  feel 
the United States should now take 
a position tha t i t  w il l  not recog­
nize any new government that has 
taken over by force u n til i t  has 
a re-election . . . .

I thought the objection to M r. 
Kennedy’s Cuban policy —  objec­
tions coming from  Keating and 
people like  tha t —  was tha t he 
d id not im peria lis tica lly  go and 
m ainta in U S . investments. The 
complaint tha t I ’ve heard is that 
the U.S. is getting soft and is not 
being im peria listic  enough. You 
pays your money and you takes 
your pick. I  certa in ly th in k  that 
the United States should not act 
outside of its  national ju risd ic ­
tion.

I  th in k  that the U nited States 
should take over a ll external m at­
ters. The United Nations should 
cover a ll in ternationa l relations 
between people and the American 
communities tha t I envisage as 
one that means i f  an American had 
property in  Cuba and he thought 
i t  was illega lly  taken from  him  
bv the Cuban government tha t he 
would have an appeal to a United 
Nations court. Just as now i f  he 
lives in  New Y ork  and has prop­
erty  in  New Jersey taken illega lly  
he has recourse to a com plaint in  
federal court.

I ’m against Am erican im peria l­
ism, I ’m against the Monroe Doc­

tr ine  I don’t see how the Monroe 
Doctrine can be squared w ith  the 
Good Neighbor policy . . . I  would 
like  to see the Organization of 
American States become a more 
representative ins titu tion  and i f  
the Organization of American 
States is going to stop missiles be­
ing sent to Cuba I th ink  i t  should 
stop armaments being sent to any 
country in  the Western hemis­
phere. I t  should take ju risd ic tion  
over all in ternational shipments 
of arms to any Western hemis­
phere country includ ing the U n it­
ed States . . . .

I t ’s my feeling and the feeling 
of our chairman, Russell Stabler, 
chairman of Voters fo r Peace out 
in  Nassau’s 4th Congressional dis­
tr ic t, that we should begin now to 
groom people, w ork  on people, 
publicize the names of people who 
w il l  run  fo r the Electoral College 
in 1964 on a peace-candidate tic k ­
et . . .  .

I  th in k  we should get together. 
I  th ink  i f  Ruth Gage Colby would 
call a meeting the Voters fo r 
Peace and perhaps the Socialist 
W orkers Party would be w illin g  
to come and a ll people who w ould 
be w illin g  to put up a slate of 
candidates who w ould be dedi­
cated to a peace p latform .

Lurie: . . . They [ Women Strike 
fo r Peace] recently published a 
ra ther lengthy tome called “ The 
Economics of Disarmament.”  I t ’s 
a beautifu l compilation, quite w ell 
stated, o f w hat ju s t some o f the 
problems of disarmament are. And 
i t  is, indeed, aware that some of 
them are economic — originate 
in  economics. This, I th ink, is 
coming more and more in to  being 
tha t women are try in g  to see what 
is going to occur and educate peo­
ple so that they w il l  be prepared. 
And this to me is the greatest 
value o f Women S trike  — tha t i t  
is very broad, sim ply an um brella 
tha t is reaching people fo r the 
firs t tim e in po litica l and social 
action. Then as they get involved, 
as they understand a lit t le  more, 
they have a better p icture of what 
the forces are in  the w orld  . . . .

We were active in Massachusetts 
in the Hughes campaign. I per­
sonally don’t feel that th is is an 
answer. I th in k  i t  is an education. 
This I th ink  is the greatest value.
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That in  peace campaigns, issues 
are being brought to the fore, chal­
lenges are being made to estab­
lished politicians and in th is way 
people are learn ing a great deal 
more about w hat the forces are 
in  the w orld.

I personally don’t th ink  i t ’s a 
true answer that we’re rea lly  go­
ing to have peace candidates in 
our country. I  don’t  believe that 
they are allowed to get very 
fa r . . . .

I  think it’s been well estab­
lished that before there’ll be gen­

uine peace in the w orld, in  the 
true sense of the word, there need 
to be some fundamental changes. 
But I personally and also as a 
representative of Women fo r 
Peace feel that the best approach 
to th is is to go one step at a time. 
I cannot b ring  to a neighbor or 
friend where I live  in a small 
conservative comm unity the idea 
that economic exp lo itation is the 
cause fo r all o f man’s ills. I can’t 
open a conversation like  this.

But I can ta lk  about strontium
90 in our ch ild ren ’s m ilk. I can 
ta lk  about the fear of accidental 
war. I can ta lk  about the arms 
race escalating and thus creating 
a war. I feel like  a b it o f an 
apologist and I don’t  w ant to be, 
I don’t personally want to be. But 
I must face the realities of the 
lim ita tions around me. I feel that, 
i f  I  went fu rth e r than people are 
w illin g  to hear, tha t m y useful­
ness would im m ediately be com­
pletely restricted and completely 
lim ited.

On that basis I look fo r a large 
umbrella, a simple statement look­
ing fo r the firs t steps towards 
peace. And I  hope that through 
th is program not only women but 
men and everyone w il l  be edu­
cated to the fact tha t there are 
some very im portan t changes that 
need to take place before this 
peace can be achieved.

Fred Halstead: For a number of 
reasons I don’t  th ink  the Women’s 
S trike  fo r Peace has done too 
badly. For example, during the 
recent Cuban crisis a number of 
Women’s S trike  fo r Peace people 
went to Washington r ig h t in  the 
m iddle of the Cuban crisis when 
nobody else w ould do anything 
and carried signs, “ Don’t Invade 
Cuba!”

I know in New York C ity  we 
couldn’t  get the peace movement 
to do that. They were afra id  to 
carry that sign. Why? Because i t  
was opposed to the particu la r 
move Kennedy was cooking up fo r 
the moment and i t  embarrassed 
the Democrats. The Women S trike 
fo r Peace people at least kept the ir 
eye on the ball. A t least the ones 
in Washington did. They said they 
were fo r peace and tha t means 
you have to be against the w ar 
tha t’s being prepared at the mo­
ment.

And more power to them as long 
as they keep the ir eye on the ball. 
They also kept the ir eye on the 
ball when they are called up be­
fore the w itch -hun t committee 
. . . They answered very correctly,
in m y opinion.............We take in
anybody who is w illin g  to oppose 
the concrete acts o f w ar . . .

That, o f course, is lim ited . I t ’s 
not the fin a l answer to w ar —  not 
in  my opinion. B u t i t  at least is 
the correct approach to how to 
fig h t from  moment to moment.

The radical movement, the 
peace movement, and so on in  this 
country is not very big. But i t  is 
considerable. I f  i t  can a ll move 
together against a concrete act of 
w ar i t  can make a lo t of noise. 
And i t  can educate a lo t of people. 
And it  could make a difference 
in  how the labor movement re­
acts, fo r example, the youth, and 
so on . . .  .

We run an election not jus t be­
cause we get some radio and TV 
time. We are also a po litica l party  
tha t is figh ting  fo r po litica l power 
in  the country. We expect to take 
over po litica l power in  the coun­
try . And that w il l  be a revolution. 
We’re not anarchists in  the same 
sense that you are, Dave [D e l­
linge r]. I ’m an anarchist in  the 
philosophical sense. In  the last 
run, I believe in  ind iv idua l hu­
man freedom and tha t the police 
and a ll that business of the state 
apparatus is a p rim itive  stage in 
human development w hich we 
w il l  outgrow.

B u t we haven’t  outgrown i t  yet. 
And in the meantime we need gov­
ernment apparatus and tha t’s w hy 
we act like  a po litica l party. One

of the things you do when you 
act like  a po litica l party is you 
pose the fact that you are con­
testing fo r po litica l power. Mass 
action is a more effective means 
of b locking the d rive  toward w ar 
than running a small radical elec­
tion  campaign. B u t the one doesn’t 
exclude the other . . . .

We run in  elections also to keep 
up the trad ition  of independent 
labor po litica l action. To show that 
a th ird  party can get on the bal­
lot. We believe tha t a m ajor th ird  
party  is possible in  the not too 
distant fu tu re  and tha t would be 
the biggest step towards peace. 
I t  would be a party based on the 
labor unions, the Negro people, 
and other oppressed m inorities,
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and on the w ork ing  farmers. U n­
like  big capital, the interests of 
these groups are not served by 
im peria lis t expansion and the w ar 
drive.

B u t as i t  is now, the po litica l 
power of these groups is trapped 
in to  supporting the w ar d rive  be­
cause they support the Democrats 
or Republicans. When a labor 
party  development takes place, we 
know tha t such a party w il l  in ­
exorably tend to take a d iffe ren t 
position on w ar than the Demo­
cratic or Republican parties, which 
are controlled by the needs of 
capital. That we believe is the 
next stage fo r American develop­
ment.

In  the meantime we’re a ll fo r 
independent peace candidates and 
radical candidates wherever they 
help th is process along. Whenever 
they help to d rive  a wedge be­
tween those elected representa­
tives of the capita list class, who 
are carry ing on the w ar e ffo rt 
between them and the w ork ing  
people whose interests lie  in  the 
other direction . . . .

Dellinger: The value of the
women going down to Washington
—  going down, as they are, as 
mothers — the value is that 
they’re getting d irectly  and per­
sonally involved. B u t the disvalue 
or the danger in  i t  is tha t they’re 
frightened also of being anything 
other than being Republicans or 
Democrats, frightened to call fo r 
the radical things that need to be 
done.

And I th in k  that i f  people get 
d irec tly  and personally involved, 
as these courageous women have, 
there is always the possibility tha t 
i t  w il l  lead them on to something 
else. B ut i f  you are try in g  to 
reach new people i t  is very im ­
portant tha t you reach them w ith  
the tru th . And i f  you’re concen­
tra ting  on im p ly ing  tha t w hat the 
negotiators do in  Geneva or what 
the congressmen do in  Washington, 
how President Kennedy tw ists and 
turns, that tha t is going to funda­
m entally a ffect the peace, then 
unfortunate ly  you are educating 
them or teaching them something 
w hich in  the end w il l  be an i l lu ­

sion.

I t  isn’t an illus ion because I  say 
it is . . .  . I t ’s an illus ion  because 
the facts are the facts and you 
can’t, fo r instance, legislate that 
nobody w il l  have anymore head­
aches and get r id  o f them tha t 
way i f  there are causes fo r head­
aches. A nd the women are sooner 
or la ter going to fin d  out i f  they 
keep m aking these trips  tha t 
they’ve got to e ither go beyond 
armament agencies and the various 
libera l senators and w hatnot o r 
tha t they are going to accomplish 
absolutely noth ing . . . .

For po litica lly  effective, o r sig­
n ifican t action today, I ’d advocate
— to start w ith  —  c iv il dis­
obedience. Now I ’m not interested 
in token c iv il disobedience. That 
is, a g ir l I  know  very w e ll and 
admire trespassed on a boatyard 
property when they were launch­
ing a submarine. And this was a 
good th ing because th is was a ll 
tha t people were ready to do. A  
token. But I ’m not fo r tha t ex­
cept as the most elementary stage 
o f beginning. Just as certain peo­
ple as a token carried on freedom 
rides in  the South in  1947.

B u t th is you see helped prepare 
the way fo r a mass outburst such 
as in  Greenwood, M ississippi, and 
Birm ingham . By re fe rring  to them
I don’t  mean tha t they are to ta lly  
successful bu t they begin to give 
an idea o f w hat the power o f the 
people m ight be and the effective­
ness, as I  say, o f causing economic 
and social dislocation.

I f  you get 10,000 people down 
to Washington —  this is w hat a l­
ways happens in  those marches 
on Washington —  and then you 
decide, w ell, to be sure we have
10,000 and not 3,000. O r you hope 
you w il l  get 11,000 instead o f 10,- 
000. We’l l  be ve ry  law -ab id ing  
and we’l l  stay in  the L inco ln  
M em orial and we’l l  get a w e ll- 
known speaker. Maybe we can get 
Hubert H um phrey or Senator 
C lark, the darling  o f the peace 
movement these days, get h im  to 
address us. That doesn’t  frigh ten  
anybody, tha t doesn’t  get any­
th ing  under way.

When I  say frighten, I  don’t  
w ant them to th in k  we’re going 
to chop the ir heads o ff bu t I  w ant 
them to th in k  we’re going to take 
the ir armaments factories away 
from  them and we’re going to tu rn  
them in to  peaceful p roduction . . . .

When I say they’l l  never get 
the socialist revo lu tion by elect­
ing candidates I  mean many 
things. F irs t o f a ll, to pu t i t  
crudely and somewhat over-s im - 
p lif ie d ly  the elections are stacked. 
As long as the mass media are 
controlled by the priva te  capita list 
interests and as long as television, 
fo r instance — w e ll you know, 
how many m illions o f dollars is i t  
tha t i t  rea lly requires to elect a 
president these days? W hat i t ’s 
doing is le tting  them set up the 
contest, choose the weapons, and 
then say, “ Yes, I ’l l  f ig h t in  your 
area, I ’l l  figh t. I ’l l  t r y  to run  m y 
candidate against M r. N ixon or 
M r. Rockefeller o r whoever i t  is. 
And i t  ju s t isn’t a fa ir  contest.

Secondly i f  a m a jo rity  were — 
i f  i t  were possible to get a m ajor­
ity  but as I say you can’t  reach 
them. I t ’s not an effective m ajor­
ity. The fact is today we have a 
k ind of mob ru le  in  th is country.
I always th in k  o f the mob in  the 
South in  the te rrib le  old days 
where they got a ll worked up and 
lynched somebody. B u t we’re a 
mob v is-a-v is  Cuba today. We 
rea lly are . . . .

Do we rea lly  know whether a 
m a jo rity  o f the American people 
favor Am erican policy tow ard 
Cuba? See, i t  is debated between 
Keating and Kennedy. And as 
long as the means of mass prop­
aganda are owned and controlled, 
w ith  the vast expense involved, 
the way they are we’l l  never 
know w hat in  th e ir hearts most 
Americans w ould be w illin g  to do 
re la tive  to sharing the w ealth say 
w ith  the Cuban people . . . .
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The European Common Market

W hy de Gaulle W ants to Freeze Out Britain
B y E. Germ ain

D uring  the past few  years, im ­
portan t changes have taken place 
th a t bear on the m ilita ry  pacts 
among the im peria lis t powers.

On the economic and financia l 
fron t, the re la tive  w eight of the 
U.S. has decreased; tha t of West­
ern Europe and Japan has in ­
creased; tha t of Great B rita in  
hasn’t  stopped going from  bad to 
worse. W hether one considers the 
course of development o f indus­
tr ia l production, exports, or cu r­
rency reserves, th is general ten­
dency is confirm ed on every score.

However, in  the m ilita ry  and 
po litica l domain, th is  same ten­
dency does not appear. American 
im peria lism  retains its quasimo­
nopoly on the nuclear arms at 
the disposal o f the im peria lis t 
camp. The d irection o f NATO and 
SEATO is completely in  Washing­
ton ’s hands. D uring a ll the b ig in ­
ternational crises of the last few 
years—B erlin , Laos, Congo, Cuba, 
to cite on ly  a few  examples —  
Washington imposed its own point 
of view, which was often quite d if ­
fe ren t from  tha t of its  partners 
and allies. D uring  the recent Ca­
ribbean crisis, the allies of 
Am erican im peria lism  had to ad­
m it tha t Washington was m ak­
ing  decisions w h ich  could lead to 
the unleashing o f a w orld  war, 
w ith o u t even consulting them.

De Gaulle’s “ rebe llion”  against 
th is Am erican leadership consti­
tutes an e ffo rt to  readjust the po­
lit ic a l and m ilita ry  agreements 
w ith in  the im peria lis t alliance to 
conform  more w ith  the economic 
relationships between the U.S. and 
cap ita lis t Europe.

B u t capita list Europe is not a 
un ified  “ b loc" w hich presents a 
un ited fro n t to the face of Yankee 
im peria lism . I t  is itse lf d ivided 
among im peria lis t powers, each 
w ith  its own interests. These in ­
terests diverge as much in the 
rea lm  of economics as in  the 
p o lit ico -m ilita ry  area.

The Inter-Im perialist 
Contradictions

B ritish  im peria lism  seeks above 
a ll to re ta in  its  position in  the 
Commonwealth, a t the same time 
enlarging its outlets on the Eu­
ropean continent —  w ithou t w hich 
i t  is condemned to ever-increasing 
decay. Thus i t  comes into c o lli­
sion w ith  those who seek to m ain­
ta in  high customs barriers be­
tween the Common M arket and 
the “ th ird  w o rld ”  [the form er 
colonial and semi-colonial na­
tions], w ith  the aim  of protecting, 
above a ll, European agricu lture 
and some other economic sectors 
w h ich  are not capable of w ith ­
standing competition from  abroad. 
N ow i t  is precisely French im ­
peria lism  w hich constitutes the 
most protectionist element w ith in  
the Common M arket.

West German im peria lism  is 
above a ll preoccupied w ith  “ secu­
r i t y ”  problems —  beginning w ith  
B e rlin . For it, the presence of 
American troops in  Europe and in 
W est B e rlin  is a v ita l question —
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w hile  this question is a m atter of 
indifference to de Gaulle. West 
Germany would like  to acquire 
its own nuclear weapons, but 
Washington is opposed to it. In  the 
economic area, the Common M ar­
ket constitutes fo r West Germany 
a necessary but insu ffic ient outlet 
and it  therefore looks rather 
favorably on a ll efforts to enlarge 
it.

Despite a largely successful 
program of modernization and

De Gaulle

readjustment, French im peria lism  
remains weaker than B ritish  and 
German im peria lism  in its capa­
c ity  to compete in  the industria l 
fie ld . From tha t flows its more 
protectionist tendency and its re­
fusal fo r the moment to a llow  an 
enlargement o f the Common M a r­
ket to include Great B rita in  and 
some other capita list countries of 
Europe. The countries of the 
“ Franco-A frican Com m unity”  re­
m ain fo r i t  areas of economic, 
commercial and strategic im por­
tance — and experience has taught 
i t  tha t i t  can hard ly  count on the 
fu l l  and complete so lidarity  of 
Am erican im peria lism  in the de­
fense of its position there. Hence 
the desire of a whole section of 
the French im perialists, led by de 
Gaulle, to bu ild  the ir own nu ­
clear s tr ik ing  force, to serve as an 
element in b lackm ailing and pres­
suring the ir “ a llies”  and competi­
tors.

Doomed to Defeat
The lesser imperialisms (Ita lian , 

Belgian, D utch) don’t  trus t a 
French-German co-leadership of 
the Common M arket, fo r fear i t  
w ould go beyond the ir own par­
ticu la r interests. They w ould look 
k in d ly  on Great B rita in ’s en try  in to 
the Common M arket, especially 
since the ir economic interests are 
in  general somewhat para lle l to 
ra ther than contrary to, the in ­
terests of B ritish  im peria lism . In  
the m ilita ry  area, the ir ambitions 
are lim ited  to assuring the “ cov­
ering”  of capita lis t Europe by 
Washington, since they have 
neither the means nor the w il l  fo r 
large-scale rearm ing.

The conclusion tha t emerges 
from  th is  p icture is clear enough: 
de Gaulle’s po licy of creating an 
“ integrated”  European po litica l 
and m ilita ry  force in  Europe, in ­
dependent of Washington, is 
doomed to defeat — because i t  
runs afoul of the in te r- im p e ria l­
ist contradictions in  Europe i t ­
self (and, in  addition, because i t  
overestimates the specific m ilita ry , 
po litica l and economic w eight of 
French im perialism , w hich in no 
case jus tifies  French leadership 
of capita list Europe).

This policy proceeds from  the 
erroneous hypothesis, according to 
w hich the economic stage of the 
Common M arket w ould have a l­
ready brought in to  being a un ified  
economic force, w h ile  at the mo­

ment — and doubtless fo r a long 
period to come — “ national”  cap­
ita lis t interests s ti l l  predominate 
in the economy of each of the 
member countries o f the Common 
M arket.

Double Blackmail
Does tha t mean tha t de Gaulle’s 

efforts w il l  remain va in  and tha t 
his policy is completely absurd? 
Not at a ll. He has at his disposal 
tw o pow erfu l weapons o f b lack­
m ail: the d isintegration o f the 
Common M arket, and his own res­
ignation in  France.

This double b lackm ail is e ffica­
cious, because fo r the in te rnation­
al bourgeoisie de Gaulle is today 
irreplaceable in  France, where his 
disappearance from  the scene 
w ould provoke an exceptionally 
serious social and po litica l crisis. 
I t  is efficacious because, fo r the 
other member countries o f the 
Common M arket, the la tte r is a ll 
the more im portan t as an outle t 
inasmuch as the markets o f the 
colonial and semi-colonial coun­
tries are in  danger o f constantly 
shrinking.

W hat w il l  be the probable re­
sults o f de Gaulle ’s blackmail? 
American im peria lism  and the 
pow erfu l European im peria lists 
w il l  be obliged to make conces­
sions to h im  in  areas tha t are v i ­
ta l to French im peria lism :

 the protected markets fo r 
French agricu lture (and a few  
French industries) in  the Common 
M arket w il l  be tem porarily  con­
served;

 the entrance of Great B rita in  
in to the Common M arket w il l  be 
delayed;

 Am erican im peria lism  (and 
perhaps B ritish  im peria lism ) w il l  
ind irec tly  help French im peria l­
ism bu ild  “ its ”  nuclear s tr ik ing  
power;

 changes w il l  be made in  the 
NATO command, increasing the 
w eight o f West Germany and 
France somewhat.

Basically, w hat French im per­
ia lism  wants in  the economic area 
is a greater delay before the Com­
mon M arket is enlarged w ith  a 
v iew  to increasing meanwhile the 
com petitive capacity o f certain 
French industries (and French 
agricu ltu re ). I t  is d iff ic u lt to suc­
ceed in  th is w ith  on ly the forces 
o f French im peria lism  itself. Im -

M acm illan

portant contributions from  other 
im peria lis t powers in  the Common 
M arket w il l  be needed. Another 
th rust o f economic in tegration in  
the fram ew ork o f the Common 
Market, a new and accentuated 
phase of capita list concentration, 
could b ring  in to  being gigantic 
units of production, whose capital 
w ould be provided by three or 
fo u r countries jo in tly , —  which 
would then be capable o f meeting 
v ic toriously the competition of 
B ritish  and even Am erican im per­
ialism.

From  then on French im peria l­
ism would abandon its objections, 
not on ly to Great B rita in ’s entry 
in to  the Common M arket, bu t 
even to the “ dissolution”  of this 
M arket in to  an “ A tla n tic  Free- 
Exchange Zone.”

Proof of the Approaching 
Recession 

B ut in  capita lis t society, the 
concentration of capita l does not

result from  any “ conscious deci­
sion”  o r from  any “ economic an­
alyses,”  but is ra ther the product 
o f a b itte r competitive struggle in  
w hich there are few  victors and 
many vanquished.

U n til now, th is competition has 
played on ly a m inor role in  the 
existence o f the Common M arket, 
because the capita list economy of 
Europe has been characterized by 
ten years o f almost un in terrupted 
expansion. In  the conditions of 
such an expansion, protectionist 
reflexes had no occasion to rise to 
the surface.

Bu t the forces of long term  ex­
pansion are beginning to be more 
and more exhausted. For tw o 
years now there has been stagna­
tion  in  the steel industry, and 
many authorities expect a s im ila r 
stagnation in  the automobile in ­
dustry and in  other sectors o f the 
durable consumers’ goods indus­
try  (refrigerators, radio and TV, 
washing machines, etc.) beginning 
around 1965-6.

Protectionism
The more expansion slows down 

and the more a recession threatens 
or even breaks out, the more w il l  
tendencies tow ard economic in te ­
gration be accompanied by p ro ­
tectionist outcries (note French 
reaction to the onslaught o f I ta l­
ian re frigerators on the in te rna l 
French m arket; the German reac­
tion  in  the face of soaring im ports 
o f steel products w h ile  the Ger­
man steel industry is in  a crisis, 
etc.). Only at the end of long con­
vulsions and o f several successive 
cycles w ould “ national capita lism ”  
be able e ffective ly  and on a large 
scale to give way to an “ in te ­
grated, European capitalism .”  And 
before tha t’s a rrived at, the Eu­
ropean w orkers’ movement and 
even the European revo lu tion w il l  
again have the ir say.

The real test of the Common 
Market, therefore, s t i l l lies ahead. 
Neither de Gaulle’s b lackm ail nor 
the refusal o f France’s partners 
to y ie ld  to th is b lackm ail w il l  be 
able to b ring  i t  about. This test 
w i l l  result from  the basic contra­
dictions of capita list economy 
w hich make economic recessions 
inevitable. [Translated from  L 'In- 
ternationale, A p ril, 1963.]

World Events
For Whites Only

Pocket-sized, push-button, tear- 
gas bombs are on sale in  South 
A frica. A  Johannesburg dealer said 
demand was brisk and he had sold 
quite a few. “ The tear-gas con­
tainers, costing about $12 each, 
contain enough gas to deal w ith  a 
mob, according to advertisements. 
They are on sale to whites only. 
The spray is said to b lind  victim s 
to ta lly  fo r ten minutes when fired  
from  up to 12 feet away. I t  is said 
to have no lasting effect,”  the B r it ­
ish news agency, Reuters, reports.

“ The spray is the invention of 
a German im m igrant, Gunther 
M anfred Puss, who worked on gas 
research fo r the German army. He 
m igrated to South A frica  in  1958,”  
the report concludes.

French Intimidate Martinique
Twelve members of the Union 

of A nti-C o lon ia l Youth of M a rti­
nique, arrested in  A p ril, have been 
transported to France and im ­
prisoned on charges of “ p lo tting  
against the au thority  o f the state.”

T he ir actual crime: asserting the 
r ig h t of France’s West Ind ian 
colonies, M artin ique and Guade- 
lupe, to self-government, a r ig h t 
im p lic it ly  recognized by the 1958 
French Constitution.

There is a social, po litica l and 
economic problem in  the islands: 
low  wages, unemployment, pover­

ty, and a typ ical colonial economy 
w ith  a single crop agriculture, ex­
change o f raw  materials fo r 
French goods, and economic dom­
ination by French shipping com­
panies and im port-export houses.

A ll  le ftis t groups in  M artin ique 
have formed the F ron t fo r the 
Defense o f Public Liberties. I t  has 
w ritte n  the French President, de­
nouncing the v ir tu a l d ictatorship 
on the island. The pending tr ia l 
in  France o f 12 members o f the 
anti-co lon ia l youth group before a 
special court is the capstone to this 
regime of in tim ida tion  and v io ­
lence.

How Khrushchev H it China
In  a recent le tte r from  Peking, 

Anna Louise Strong describes 
w hat happened when “ in  the late 
summer of 1960 Khrushchev 
cracked down on China’s eco­
nomy.”  “ W ith in  a month great 
housing areas, b u ilt fo r Soviet ex­
perts a ll over China went dark . . . 
Peking and Shanghai bus lines cut 
services and ran w ith  great plastic 
bags of sewer gas on th e ir roofs 
fo r w ant o f gasoline . . . the swank 
tu rbo-je ts  tha t make the Peking- 
Canton run  in  fou r hours, were 
parked on the edges o f a irports — 
dangerous fo r lack of servicing . . . 
tractors halted in  the fie lds in  the 
m idst o f the drought, lacking 
parts.”  “ Co-existence and disarma­
ment are not the issues”  in  d i­

spute, according to Miss Strong, 
since the Chinese also stand fo r 
them.

Algiers: No Shoeshines Here
A Reuters dispatch asserts that 

“ A lg iers is probably the hardest 
place in  the w orld  to get a shoe- 
shine.”  Since Prem ier Ben Bella 
launched his ‘Operation Shoe- 
shine Boy’ last February, more 
than 600 boys between nine and 
sixteen were persuaded to go in to  
“ reorientation homes”  to learn a 
new trade of the ir choice. Ben 
Bella said: “ We are fig h tin g  fo r 
an A lgeria in  w hich no man w il l  
kneel before another man. The 
man who puts his foot out to  have 
his shoe cleaned by a kneeling boy 
should be ashamed.”

Franco's Butchery Continues
M anuel Moreno Barranco, a 

young Spanish novelist has been 
murdered in  police headquarters 
in  Jerez de la Frontera. A fte r hav­
ing lived fo r a w h ile  in  Paris, he 
returned to Barcelona last May. 
Unable to fin d  w ork, he w ent to 
Andalusia where he was arrested, 
beaten to death by the police and 
his body th row n out the w indow. 
Moreno was not involved in  any 
po litica l underground w o rk  nor 
was he active in  any party. H is 
m urder apparently was pure ly  
and sim ply a case o f the savagery 
o f Franco’s police.
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le tte rs  fro m  o u r re a d e rs
On Dallas TV Screen

Dallas. Texas 
On the TV  news you see Negroes 

sit in  at a dime store. One is 
beaten by a w h ite  man. W hite 
people th row  sugar and catsup on 
the Negro sit-inners. The whites 
looked in  a frenzy of spite and 
hate. I wonder i f  they could see 
themselves in  the Negroes’ place?

The Negro has fought in  every 
Am erican war. He has been used 
and abused. Do an artic le  on this. 
Use some of the m ateria l recalling 
the brave fighters. Many don’t 
know  these facts and many of us 
need to be refreshed on it  because 
of the mass s tup id ity  tha t’s im ­
posed on us.

One good scene on TV. A  big 
sewer p lan t opening on Fort 
W orth and there was a scene of

10 Y E A R S  A G O  

I N  T H E  M I L I T A N T
“ On the very eve of a truce in  

Korea, a ll the carriers of B ig  Busi­
ness propaganda in the U.S. began 
to beat the drums — ‘don’t  bring 
the boys back home. Don’t  re lax 
the “ defense”  e ffo rt. Don’t  th ink  
this means real peace.’

“ In  the ir own tw isted way these 
spokesmen fo r W all Street know 
tha t there is no peace under cap­
ita lism . The overrid ing  tendency 
of American B ig  Business is to 
make war, a ll-o u t war, on the 
Soviet bloc. The sooner the bet­
ter, to the ir w ay of th ink ing. The 
m ain obstruction to this aim  is the 
tu rbu len t revo lu tionary movement 
o f the w ork ing  class and colonial 
people throughout the w orld  and 
the unw illingness o f the American 
people to be dragged in to  a hope­
less w orld  conflic t to p u t down 
th is revolution . . . .

“ Eisenhower’s address to the 
Jun io r Chamber of Commerce in 
M inneapolis June 10 indicates 
w hat i t  is that drives B ig  Business 
towards w ar: ‘Again and again,’ 
he said, speaking of m ilita ry  and 
economic ‘security,’ ‘we must re ­
m ind ourselves tha t th is is a m at­
ter not only of po litica l princip le  
bu t of economic necessity. I t  in ­
volves our need fo r markets fo r 
our agricu ltu ra l and industria l 
products, our need to receive in  
re tu rn  from  the rest o f the w orld  
such essentials as manganese and 
cobalt, t in  and tungsten, w ithou t 
w hich our economy cannot func­
tion.’ . . .

“ The Am erican w ork ing  class 
must learn the lesson of h istory — 
there is no peace under capitalism. 
U n til th is monstrous system is de­
stroyed the horro r o f w ar w ill 
continue to plague the earth.”  — 
June 15, 1953

2 0  Y E A R S  A G O
“ An attem pt to insert a section 

in  the NAACP ‘Statement to the 
N ation,’ praising the ‘no-strike  
policy of the U A W -C IO ’ and at­
tacking strikes ‘in im ica l to the w ar 
efforts of our country and its 
allies,’ was defeated a fte r a heated 
debate. Grace Carlson, delegate 
from  the St. Paul Branch o f the 
NAACP, made the m otion to strike  
out th is section. She pointed out 
that th is m ight easily be in te r­
preted as an attack on the United 
M ine W orkers Union w hich was 
figh ting  in  the interests of thou­
sands o f Negro miners.

“ Clarence Sharpe of Cleveland, 
James Anderson o f Los Angeles 
and several other delegates took 
the floo r in  opposition to the ‘no­
s trike ’ clause. Only one S ta lin ist 
delegate spoke in  support of the 
inclusion of this section. By com­
mon consent, the Committee which 
had prepared the Statement agreed 
to its w ithd raw a l a fte r hearing 
the w eighty arguments made 
against i t . ”  —  June 12, 1943.

c ity  o ffic ia ls posing in  new sewer 
pipe.

Thelma Lucio

Phila. Anti-Bias Pickets
Philadelphia, Pa.

On my way to w ork I  stopped at 
the picket line at the construction 
site where Negroes are demanding 
an end to J im  Crow h iring . I t  was 
about 7:45 a.m. and I had to w a lk 
about two blocks to get to the line. 
From  a distance I  could see the 
swaying skunk hats of the h igh­
way patrolmen and placards raised 
aloft. W alking toward me was a 
black brother on his way to w ork. 
I  asked: “ Trouble yet?”  He an­
swered, “ A  lit t le  scuffle,”  but 
there was a confident look in  his 
eye and a smile on his lips.

I looked at the mass o f pickets 
and said, “ They’re bury ing  Jim  
Crow over there.”  He replied: 
"T h a t’s i t . ”

Just w a lk ing  in  the neighborhood 
you fe lt the rhythm ic  beat of the 
time-bomb, Freedom NOW —  Jobs 
fo r A ll! As I neared the line there 
were mothers leaving proudly who 
had been there since 6 a.m. and 
now had to leave to go on to the ir 
jobs. There were high school and 
ju n io r high school students look­
ing back at the line as they le ft 
fo r school after doing th e ir p icke t­
ing  stint.

On the line a mother said to me, 
“ I ’l l  w a lk  —  I ’l l  fig h t i f  I  have to 
so that when m y child  finishes 
school he won’t  be a w orry . He’l l  
be able to look fo r any job .”

These demonstrations are ju s t a 
small taste of the embittered 
agony tha t flows in  the streets 
here. A  large number of the p ick­
ets know the South. They know 
they pay taxes like  the whites, 
that they've got homes and fam ­
ilies to take care of like  the whites 
and they’re determined they’re 
going to have the same job rights 
as the whites.

Pearl Spangler

A  Nomination
New York, N. Y.

I  have a suggestion to ease the 
problem of both the College of 
of Cardinals and the people of 
Vietnam. Make Ngo D inh Diem the 
next pope.

P.R.

Cuba Jamming U.S. Radio?
New York, N. Y.

The Associated Press says Cuba 
is try in g  to jam  U.S. broadcasts 
bu t that the Voice of America 
estimates tha t one out of seven 
Cubans s ti l l  listen to the A m e ri­
can radio. Two experiences I  had 
w h ile  v is iting  Cuba in  the sum­
mer of 1960 indicate tha t such 
alleged jam m ing w ould hard ly  be 
w orth  Cuba’s effort.

Ta lk ing  to a w e ll-to -do  doctor 
who was not at a ll sympathetic to 
the revolution (too much free 
medical care now, he complained) 
he suddenly and ra ther b itte r ly  
asked: “ W ell, have you seen any 
bodies on the streets?”  When I 
asked w hy he asked the question 
he replied: “ I  listen to the M iam i 
radio w ith  the reports about shoot­
ings in  the streets, bu t I  look out 
the w indow  and don’t  see any 
bodies."

Another experience: one eve- 
ing shortly  after the o il refineries 
were nationalized we were d riv ing  
w ith  a Cuban friend  and he turned 
on the car radio. I t  was a M iam i 
newscast w hich reported tr iu m p h ­
an tly  that the refineries were shut 
down because the Cubans d idn ’t

know how to operate them. We 
were in the area of the refineries 
and our friend  turned and drove 
down. There was an orange glow 
in  the sky and the refineries were 
obviously going fu l l  blast.

H.C.

Role of Liberalism
San Francisco, C alif.

Enclosed is $3 fo r a renewed 
subscription to your paper. Unem­
ployment d ifficu lties  in  San F ran­
cisco have prevented m y attend­
ing to this m atter earlier. Thank 
you fo r the several issues sent to 
me after m y subscription expired.

As a po litica l science m ajor at 
U CLA tw o years ago I  became 
disgusted w tih  a ll po litica l thought, 
especially w ith  libe ra l ideology. 
That libera lism  seemed to lack 
content, to be out of contact w ith  
the rea lity  of contemporary social 
upheavals, attested to the fact that 
i t  was a mask fo r a rotten p o lit­
ical system whose putrescence was 
the very source of the w o rld ’s ills  
and whose destruction should be 
the aim of contemporary up­
heavals. M y appreciation fo r The 
M ilita n t lies in  its  relentless ex­
posure of the festering sores of 
the system which the libe ra l press 
ignores. Keep up the good w ork!

C.S.

W ar Plant Insecurity
Los Angeles, C alif.

On m y re tu rn  from  a tr ip  to 
Juneau, Alaska, looking fo r w ork

Wonder Why? —  A cting  on the 
basis of an executive order issued 
by the president back in  1961, the 
Departm ent of the A rm y  an­
nounced in New Y ork  last week 
tha t i t  intends to start h ir in g  more 
Negroes and Puerto Ricans.

Hard Times on Capitol H ill —
When the Senate approved the 
funds fo r the adm inistration ’s 
m ental-health program, N orthern 
liberals jo ined w ith  D ixiecrats in 
k ill in g  a Republican-sponsored 
rid e r to bar contribution of federal 
funds to J im  Crow mental hos­
pitals. Reporting on th is the June 
10 Newsweek said: “ B u t in  vo t­
ing against the c iv il- r ig h t rider, 
M a jo rity  W hip H ubert Hum phrey 
was heard to complain, ‘I  can’t  do 
th is k ind  of th ing  much longer.’ ”

Ain’t I t  the Truth —  A  char­
acter in  a Chicago Tribune  
“ Laughing M atte r”  cartoon by 
Salo says: “ I  always manage to 
save a lit t le  something from  m y 
pay each week —  the envelope i t  
comes in .”

For Your Next Cookout —  Our 
favorite  shop, T iffa n y ’s, is o ffe r­
ing dinner plates by Wedgewood, 
$306 a dozen.

Grounds for Discharge? —  The
American C iv il L iberties Union 
has intervened in  behalf of a 
member of the A rm y ’s Standby 
Reserve facing discharge on 
grounds other than honorable. Last 
October he wrote his commanding 
o fficer that i f  called up fo r fu rth e r 
duty he w ould refuse to serve “ in  
protest against our naval blockade 
of Cuba, a policy I  consider to be 
dangerous, foolish and im m ora l.”  
According to the June Northern 
C a liforn ia  AC LU  News, the lib e r­
ties group takes the view  tha t the 
Reserve has the rig h t to re ject a 
member who says he won’t  obey

I picked up the Easter Edition of 
the Los Angeles Times dated A p ril 
14.

An artic le caught my eye. I t  
described the massive (1,500 and 
more) demonstrations supporting 
the local branch of the Women 
S trike fo r Peace the preceding 
A p ril 13. I t  stated tha t actress 
R ita Moreno, of West Side Story 
and Academy A w ard w inner fo r 
best supporting actress of last 
year, discussed the necessity of 
supporting industry not based en­
tire ly  on defense contracts at the 
ra lly  in  M cA rthu r Park fo llow ing 
the demonstration.

She was so righ t! Up north, 
Seattle was in tu rm o il because its 
main industry, Boeing, was threat­
ened by a strike. In  Juneau I  was 
to ld by the local citizens, “ The 
security office is the only place to 
get w ork  r ig h t away.”

Do the workers in  these smaller 
cities know w hat happens in Los 
Angeles when the government does 
not award a contract? Long Lay­
offs!

J.J.

U.S. Image in South Wales
Swansea, South Wales, U .K.

The press has rea lly  gone to 
town here g iv ing some v iv id  p ic­
tures of the b ru ta lity  tha t has 
gone on in  the Southern U.S. in  
the name of “ states’ rights.”  We 
even had Panorama, w hich is

orders. B u t on the basis of a re ­
cent high court decision, i t  holds 
that since the man completed his 
active du ty under honorable con­
ditions, he is entitled to an honor­
able discharge.

Big Post Hole — The Defense 
Departm ent wanted to bu ild  a 
mile-deep hole in  the ground fo r 
a “ post-attack”  command head­
quarters fo r use in  a nuclear holo­
caust. B u t the House Arm ed Serv­
ices Committee refused to vote 
funds fo r the pro ject which would 
have cost at least $100 m illion . 
The committee felt i t  was an un­
warranted expenditure.

Progress Report —  James Leslie 
was sworn in to  the F irs t B a t­
ta lion  of the 71st In fa n try  of the 
New Y ork  National Guard June 3. 
He is the lone Negro member of 
the 900-man battalion. A  National 
Guard o ffice r said there have been 
Negroes in  the 71st in  the past, but 
he couldn’t  remember when or 
how many.

Smooth-Skinned Screeners? —
Mrs. Frances K n igh t, head o f the 
State Departm ent’s passport d iv i­
sion and rabid advocate of po litica l 
screening of passport applicants, 
was chided by congressmen fo r 
staging a cosmetics show fo r 
women in  her department on com­
pany tim e during  the Cuban crisis. 
Quizzed by a House subcommit-

BBC’s most in te llectua l program, 
give a w ide coverage of the B ir ­
m ingham freedom fights. A l l  the 
non-vio lent groups were covered, 
bu t the B lack Muslims seemed to 
be ignored. O r are they m ostly 
active in  the North?

“ B u ll”  Connor gave an in te rv iew  
to the BBC reporter and to the 
m a jo rity  of people I  came in  con­
tact w ith  during  the day. He gave 
the impression o f being another 
Verwoerd [rac is t prim e m in is te r 
o f South A fr ic a ],

From the discussion the out­
standing point seemed to be how 
long w il l  i t  be before the Negroes 
take up arms.

I see from  The M ilita n t tha t the 
Young Socialist A lliance is having 
its trouble w ith  the w itch-hunters, 
no doubt they w il l  survive.

Jack Davis

Likes Civil Rights Stand
Forest Grove, Ore.

I enjoy your newspaper and ad­
m ire  your guts to say w hat you 
believe. W hile I ’m not a M arx is t, 
or even a m ilita n t socialist, I  do 
sympathize w ith  you on many Is­
sues, m ain ly on those re la ting  to 
c iv il rights.

Your stories on the ideological 
conflict between Russia and China 
are most interesting.

T. K .

tee, she stated there had been a 
“ passport department b rie fing  by 
an outstanding speaker on man­
ners and dress.”  The “ outstand­
ing speaker”  turned out to be the 
head of a cosmetics f irm  plugging 
her wares. Mrs. K n ig h t sought to 
suggest tha t the “ b rie fing ”  had 
occurred last February. Under 
questioning she adm itted i t  had 
been three months previous.”

Tense Times — “ M IA M I, June 3 
(JP) — For 15 j it te ry  m inutes a red 
overnight bag sat v ib ra ting  and 
buzzing so ftly  in  a roped-off area 
on a Pan American A irw ays ramp. 
Then the bag’s owner, M r. and 
Mrs. R. Furgeson . . . jo ined police­
men,  firem en and F B I agents who 
had rushed to the scene. The F u r- 
gesons opened the bag, shut o ff a 
battery-powered electric tooth 
brush in i t  and ended the bomb 
scare.”

Plaything—Some may see social 
significance in the o ffe r of a New 
Y ork jeweler fo r a “ F idget Stone”  
(genuine jade, $10) which, an ad 
announces, is “ ju s t w hat the doc­
to r ordered!”  The public is urged: 
“ Just fidd le  w ith  our fidget stone 
and feel euphoria setting in ! . . .  . 
more fun  than a massage . . . . 
soothing as a lu lla b y  . . . .  You’l l  
love to handle it. C arry i t  . . .  . 
rub i t  . . .  . give i t  to your nervous 
friends.”

Thought for the Week
“ The President . . . defines the problems of race, unemployment 

and education, but doesn't come to grips w ith  them . . . .  He plays 
touch-government; he seems to touch everything and tackle nothing  
. . . . The surprising th ing about this is tha t the President knows how 
to concentrate on a single subject and focus the attention of the whole 
nation on it. He has done so in  the past on the B e rlin  crisis and the 
Cuban crisis. A ll w il l  listen i f  he carries his c iv il rights battle into the 
South or the racia l jungles of the N orthern cities. B u t he has done 
none of these things."—James Reston in  the June 9 New Y ork  Times.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
A Four-Month Subscription 
To The Militant for only $1

Name ..............................................................................

S tree t ................................................... Zone .............

C ity  ............................................  S ta te  ......................

Send to The M ilitan t, 116 University Place, 
N ew Y ork 3, N. Y .

It Was Reported in the Press
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Racist Hoodlums Beaten Back 
By North Carolina Negroes

By Joan F arr
Lexington, N orth Carolina, is a 

fu rn itu re  and tex tile  c ity  near the 
industria lized center of the state 
known as the Piedmont. I t  has a 
population of 18,000, including
2,000 Negroes. Being a ru ra l town, 
no desegregation has taken place 
there. B u t on June 5 Negro youth 
staged some s it-ins there.

The next night, 2,000 w h ite  men 
gathered in  downtown Lexington. 
A fte r m illin g  around fo r a while, 
the mob moved to the edge of the 
Negro section. They were armed, 
some w ith  guns, some w ith  bottles 
of kerosene. About 100 Negroes 
gathered on the side o f the street 
where the Negro d is tr ic t begins. 
According to the June 8 N. Y. 
Times they had been attending an 
NAACP meeting in  a nearby 
church.

However, most of the Negroes 
were barricaded in  the ir houses. 
When shots were fired, the w hite 
mob fled fo r cover. A  shot which 
the N. Y. Times reports was “ ap­
parently fired  from  the Negro 
group”  struck Fred L in k , a w hite 
man from  Lexington. He died on 
the way to the hospital. A  white 
photographer was also shot but is 
recovering.

Police arrested seven Negroes —  
six teenagers and one 23-year-old. 
Ten whites were arrested fo r in ­
c iting  to rio t. One was accused of 
assaulting a Negro g ir l w ith  his 
fists. One of the w hite  men had 
two shotguns and r if le  in  the car. 
He claimed he was a gun trader.

The assault by the w hite mob 
resulted from  the efforts of a 
group of 15 Negroes, some of them 
children, who the day before 
sought service at segregated cafes, 
a theater and a bow ling alley. 
Lexington is 30 miles South of 
Greensboro, where thousands of 
Negroes have been staging dem­
onstrations fo r nearly a month. 
Greensboro Mayor David Schenck 
has hastily  issued an appeal to the 
businessmen of tha t c ity  to de­
segregate immediately.

N orth Carolina is the state 
where Robert W illiam s organized 
a defense guard when the Negroes 
of Monroe were threatened by 
K u  K lu x  K lan  mobs who drove 
through the colored comm unity 
fir in g  in to  homes. As a result of 
Monroe Negroes digging trenches 
and standing guard in fro n t of 
the ir homes, the K lan  gave up 
such te rro r raids.

The N.Y. Times, in  an article 
entitled, “ Puzzled Whites Had 
Thought Negroes Were Content,”  
said tha t whites in Lexington were 
as surprised as were the cops by 
the realization that Negroes in 
Lexington were dissatisfied w ith  
the ir condition there. “ W hy the 
Negroes have a new school and 
they seemed to be pleased w ith  
everything,”  a w hite businessman 
said.

“ I t  must be outsiders, our Ne­
groes are not unhappy,”  said an­
other.

... King Urges Capital March
(Continued from  Page 1) 

across the country in  increasingly 
m ilita n t mass demonstrations suc­
ceeded at last in  fo rc ing  the presi­
dent of the United States to pron­
ounce segregation m ora lly  wrong 
and the Negro struggle fo r equal­
ity  right. Kennedy's statement was 
made on television June 11 after 
Negro students James Hood and 
V iv ian  J. Malone, were registered 
by federal force at the U n ivers ity  
of Alabama.

Kennedy also indicated tha t his 
c iv il-r ig h ts  proposals would have 
three m ain features: 1) desegrega­
tion  of public accommodations, 
such as hotels and restaurants, 2) 
fu lle r  partic ipation of the federal 
government in  lawsuits against 
segregated schools, and 3) “ great­
er protection fo r the r ig h t to vote.”

Up to now Kennedy has at­
tempted to placate N orthern Ne­
groes, whose votes are so strate­
gic, w ith  c iv il-r ig h ts  b ills  which 
were too weak to antagonize the 
D ixiecrats. A  time-honored va ria ­
tion  on th is shell game has been 
fo r N orthern libera ls to introduce 
somewhat stronger c iv il-r ig h ts  
legislation in  order to w in  praise 
from  Negro leaders, and then to 
allow  the D ixiecrats to w h ittle  the 
b ills  down to almost nothing. The 
libera ls then continue the ir pose 
as great friends o f c iv il rights, 
saying: “ We tried .”

This time, however, the situa­
tion  is much more serious. As Ken­
nedy pointed out in  his TV  speech, 
his problem is to get the issue “ out 
of the streets and into the courts.”  
Some legislation has to be passed. 
B u t w il l  i t  be w h ittled  down 
enough to be acceptable to the 
Dixiecrats? O r w il l  the Negroes 
be able to force something through 
tha t they can rea lly  u tilize  to ad­
vance the ir struggle?

Kennedy w il l  want to comprom­
ise. That is w hat gives the March 
on Washington suggestion urgen­
cy. Every concession must be 
forced w ith  mass action.

The president of the St. Louis 
d iv is ion o f the Negro American 
Labor Council, Ernest Calloway, 
announced last week tha t the d iv i­
sion has been planning to o r-

What Castro Would Do About Racism 
If He Were President of the USA

|The following is a section of a 
speech delivered at a Harlem  
civil-rights rally June 1 by news­
man William Worthy who faces a 
jail term for returning from Cuba 
to his native U.S. without a pass­
port. The rally was sponsored by 
the Harlem Anti-Colonial Com­
mittee. |

*  *  *

May I draw a word p icture of 
w hat we really are ta lk ing  about 
when we say: “ De-colonize A m er­
ica NOW.”  Le t us imagine that 
in  November, 1960, F idel Castro, 
instead of John F. Kennedy, had 
been elected president of the U.S- 
On the basis of his clear record of 
e lim ina ting  a ll racia l barriers in  
Cuba and stopping police b ru ta lity , 
about 95 per cent o f the cops in 
this country, black and white, 
N orth  and South, w ould catch the 
f irs t planes out, to escape prose­
cution. Many of them would w ind 
up in  South A frica  as “ refugees.”  
There they would find  the politica l

and racial climate w ho lly  com­
patib le and congenial.

I f  “ B u ll”  Connor were caught 
and arrested before fleeing, Fidel 
would not perm it anyone to lynch 
him. He would be given a fa ir- 
tr ia l. In  open court, evidence 
would be presented of 30 years 
of his tyranny and te rro r as 
B irm ingham ’s police commissioner. 
O l’ B u ll would have fu l l  oppor­
tu n ity  to testify  in  his own de­
fense. His attorneys could cross- 
examine a ll o f the prosecution’s 
witnesses, many of whom would 
be Negroes. And then, since i t  is 
inconceivable that any court could 
find  him  innocent, he would be 
taken out and shot.

Meanwhile, on his f irs t day in  
office, F idel would have occupied 
the entire South w ith  federal 
troops. W ithout bureaucratic de­
lays, the ja ils  would be emptied 
of a ll Freedom Fighters and other 
v ictim s o f the J im  Crow system. 
F ide l’s new cabinet would decree

Ban on Communist Speakers 
At Calif. U Widely Opposed

U nivers ity  of C aliforn ia  Presi­
dent C lark K e rr has tac itly  ad­
m itted that UC’s policy o f banning 
Communist Party speakers, w h ile  
a llow ing reactionaries to be heard 
on campus, is untenable. This was 
the meaning of K e rr ’s announce­
ment that the Board of Regents 
would give “ early consideration”  
to removal o f the ban. K e rr said 
that UC is the only leading un i­
versity in  the country w hich pro­
h ib its Communist Party speakers.

Students registered overw helm ­
ing opposition to the ban. A  vote 
of UC students at Berkeley was 
2,947 to 847; at U C LA  i t  was 5,157 
to 1,793 —  or a to ta l of almost 
three-to-one against the in fringe ­
ment of the freedom to hear all 
viewpoints.

In  addition a resolution to re­
move the ban was adopted un­
animously by facu lty  representa­
tives o f the San Francisco, Berke­
ley and Davis campuses to the 
UC’s Academic Senate.

UC Chancellor at Berkeley, Ed­
w ard W. Strong, to ld the 49th an­
nual meeting of the AAU P: “ I 
quite agree that a consistent open 
forum  policy — the announced 
policy o f UC — is not being m ain­
tained when a speaker from  the

radical r igh t is perm itted to speak 
on campus but a Communist is not. 
The w ritten  words of both are in 
our lib ra ry  freely c irculating. To 
ban the spoken word o f one but 
not the other . . . appears to be an 
offense to logic . . .”

How rid iculous the ban is, was 
shown when permission to play a 
tape o f a speech by the regional 
d irector of the Communist Party 
was denied but permission to read 
aloud a magazine artic le  by him  
was granted. S im ila rly , a reading 
was perm itted of excerpts from  a 
book, borrowed from  the un ive r­
s ity lib ra ry , by Herbert Aptheker, 
a leading Communist Party theo­
retician.

SLATE, a student po litica l o r­
ganization, next plans to show a 
silent f ilm  of Aptheker, w h ile  a 
student reads aloud from  one of 
his books.

The American C iv il Liberties 
Union of Southern California, 
which is figh ting  the speaker ban 
and had appealed an adverse de­
cision in  a lower court, has decided 
to drop the su it pending fu rth e r 
developments by the Board of Re­
gents and Professor K e rr’s prom ­
ise to make a recommendation 
“ w ith in  the next few months.”

the immediate desegregation o f a ll 
public facilities. Henceforth, a ll 
persons who continued to d iscrim ­
inate would go to ja il or to a hu ­
manely operated rehabilita tion 
center in  an e ffo rt to cure them 
o f the ir racist insanity. A ll jobs, 
a ll housing, a ll opportunities would 
be made available to everyone 
w ithou t d iscrim ination.

Most beautifu l o f a ll, F idel 
would disband the entire repres­
sive F B I apparatus and w ould 
burn a ll the secret police garbage 
and in tim ate  gossip tha t thousands 
of psychopathic agents have as­
sembled over the years. He w ould 
put J. Edgar Hoover in  an in te ­
grated cell in  A tlan ta  Penitentia­
ry  as punishment fo r fo u r decades 
of crim ina l neglect of duty. 
Hoover has never protected the 
constitutional rights of Negroes.

Sadly but rea lis tica lly  even a 
pacifis t has to make a prediction 
that w il l  scare and alarm  many 
persons. The prediction is that i t  
is going to take a drastic, Castro- 
type revolution before this prob­
lem o f the races w il l  be resolved. 
N orth  and South, the tw isted w hite  
man in the U.S. has no more in ­
tention o f g iv ing  up his J im  Crow 
system than do the fanatics in  the 
Union o f South A frica.

Five years ago, even three years 
ago, I  w ouldn ’t have dreamed of 
speaking in  these terms. Today, 
honesty and the facts before my 
eyes compel me.

W illiam  W orthy

M U S IC  TO  W A R M  Y O U R  H E A R T. Budding perform ers at nursery for children of w orking mothers 
in Santiago de Cuba. Such nurseries are being established throughout Cuba and are completely in ­
tegrated. From  the tim e it came to power, the R evolutionary Government of Cuba has moved de­
cisively to stamp out every manifestation of racial discrimination.

ganize a large contingent of bt. 
Louis Negro workers fo r a na­
tiona l “ emancipation march”  on 
Washington this fa ll to demand 
equal job rights. The march is 
reportedly being planned by the 
SCLC, NALC, CORE, the NAACP 
and the Student N onviolent Co­
ord inating Committee.

Calloway, who is also an asso­
ciate research d irector fo r the 
Central Conference of Teamsters, 
said the St. Louis N ALC  is also 
organizing the Negro unemployed 
and planning d irect-action p ro j­
ects in  St. Louis.

The Teamsters Union had pre­
viously called fo r a national car 
caravan to Washington to protest 
an ti-s trike  legislation. A  combin­
ing o f these announced marches 
could create a tremendous force.

In  describing the c iv il-r ig h ts  
legislation he w il l  propose, Ken­
nedy made no mention o f fa ir  em­
ployment practices. This should 
be a m ajor demand o f a M arch on 
Washington.

Tax Office Blocks Funds 
Of Pacifist Organization

The federal government has a t­
tached the bank account of the 
Committee fo r N on-V io lent Action 
because tw o of its employes refuse 
to pay taxes on the grounds that 
such money w il l  be used fo r w ar 
preparations. The CNVA, a pacifist 
organization, supported the two 
and did not deduct w ithho ld ing  
tax money from  the ir pay.

There have been numerous cases 
of objectors to w ar preparations 
refusing to pay income tax, thus 
in v itin g  federal prosecution. In  
th is case, however, the In te rna l 
Revenue Service has apparently 
taken no action against the two 
ind iv idua ls but against the pacifis t 
organization which employed 
them.

A. J. Muste, CNVA chairman, 
last March w rote the tax  bureau 
tha t his organization would not be 
an instrum ent fo r collecting taxes 
and tha t the government would 
have to do the collecting itse lf 
from  the ind iv iduals involved.


