
Civil Rights Fighters Propose:

'FREEDOM NOW' PARTY
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L E T ’S GO! D em onstra to rs  in  D e tro it  ro a r approval of speaker’s call fo r a ll-o u t w a r against J im  
Crow. They w ere part of giant June 25 “M arch to Freedom. ”

NEW YORK, Aug. 10 —  “ Free­
dom Now ’’ —  the ra lly in g  cry in  
the struggle fo r first-class citizen­
ship across the nation —  is a cen­
tra l p lank in  a campaign to elect 
a Negro C ity  Council member 
from  Brooklyn.

Independent nom inating pe ti­
tions are now being circulated fo r 
C lifton  DeBerry, a Negro union 
man and socialist fo r  councilman- 
at-large in  the November election. 
He w il l  be the only Negro candi­
date in  B rooklyn. DeBerry, 39, is 
the nominee of the Socialist W ork­
ers Party.

D eBerry’s p la tfo rm  is based 
squarely on the issue of Negro 
rights. He is ca lling  fo r the 
form ation o f a nationw ide a ll-  
B lack Freedom P arty  to p u t up 
independent candidates in  the 1964 
election to fig h t fo r c iv il rights.

Widespread sentiment among 
Negroes fo r Negro representation 
and a c iv il-r ig h ts  pa rty  was in ­
dicated by the unusually good re­
sponse to D eBerry’s nom inating 
petitions. In  one week campaign­
ers secured nearly 5, 000 signa­
tures. In  order to secure a place 
on the ballot, D eBerry must get 
a m in im um  of 5, 000 signatures of 
B rooklyn  registered voters. Cam­
paign workers are a im ing to se­
cure many more than that to in ­
sure h im  a place on the ballot.

Enthusiastic Response
Volunteers who have worked in 

previous Socialist W orkers P arty  
campaigns report tha t they have 
received the most enthusiastic re ­
sponse they can remember. Some 
old tim ers say i t  is the best in  
tw en ty  years.

A lso in  D eBerry’s p la tfo rm  is a 
demand fo r p referentia l h ir in g  of 
Negroes and Puerto Ricans. He 
advocates tha t employers be re ­
quired to  give f irs t chance at jobs 
to Negroes and Puerto Ricans un-

Complete Petitions 
For Brooklyn Ballot

As we go to press, the gather­
ing of signatures to petitions to 
place Clifton DeBerry on the 
ballot in Brooklyn has been 
completed four weeks ahead of 
the deadline. A  total of 8, 700 
signatures —  almost twice the 
required number —  were col­
lected within ten days. A ll that 
remains to be done before f i l­
ing the petitions Sept. 6 is com­
pletion of the clerical and tech­
nical work on the petition 
sheets.

Meanwhile the main cam­
paign forces are turning their 
attention to the political cam­
paigning itself.

t i l  there is an end to d iscrim ina­
tion  once and fo r all.

In  a statement on preferentia l 
h iring , M r. DeBerry said, “ When 
Am erican servicemen got out of 
the arm y they w ere given the 
G. I. B il l  to compensate them fo r 
the tim e during w hich they had 
been deprived of leading norm al 
lives. We are sick and tired  of 
hearing people in  the power struc­
ture  who kept the ir mouths shut 
during  100 years of segregation 
suddenly call i t  ‘d iscrim ination ’ or 
‘reverse d iscrim ination ’ when Ne­
groes ask fo r some compensation 
fo r whole lives of deprivation. ”

Other proposals o f D eBerry’s to 
create more jobs and to help the 
unemployed are a ca ll fo r a $2 per 
hour m in im um  wage, unem ploy­
ment checks fo r the entire period 
of unemployment, instead of a 
fixed  l im it of 26 weeks, and a 30 
hour week at 40 hours pay. This 
last would spread the existing 
w o rk  among more people w ith  no 
reduction of wages.

C lifton  DeBerry was born in 
H o lly  Springs, Mississippi. He has 
worked as a shipping clerk, pa in t­
er, packinghouse w orker and in  
a foundry. He was a delegate to 
the Founding Conference of the 
Negro Labor Congress in  1950, one 
o f the forerunners of the Negro 
Am erican Labor Council. In  addi­
tion  to being an active union mem­
ber, M r. DeBerry is a state or­
ganizer fo r the Socialist W orkers 
Party.

The election in  w hich DeBerry 
is runn ing  is a special one called 
to add ten councilm en-at-large to 
the C ity  Council, tw o from  each 
borough. The entire  election is 
cu rren tly  being challenged in 
court bu t the campaign is con­
tinu ing  unabated.

There are fo u r candidates fo r 
the tw o councilm an-at-large posts 
in  Brooklyn. Joseph F. Ruggieri 
is the Democratic nominee, H arry  
Donnelly is the Republican can­
didate, and V ito  Battista is ru n ­
ning fo r  the U nited Taxpayers 
Party, a r ig h t-w in g  group cam­
paigning against ren t control and 
low -ren t public housing. I t  is 
s ign ificant tha t a ll three parties 
decided to choose w hite  candi­
dates, despite the fact that B rook­
ly n ’s Bedford-Stuyvesant is the 
largest Negro ghetto in  the coun­
tr y  w ith  the exception o f Harlem .

D uring  the campaign itse lf, M r. 
DeBerry plans to carry out ex­
tensive street speaking through­
out the B rooklyn area.

More in fo rm ation  can be ob­
tained on the campaign at: Social­
ist W orkers Campaign Committee, 
129 F if th  Ave., B rooklyn  17; or 
in  Manhattan, at 116 U n ivers ity  
Place, New Y o rk  3, N. Y., Tel. 
A L  5-7852.

By Fred Halstead
Among c iv il righ ts activists a 

sentiment is being crystallized in  
favor of a “ Freedom Now”  P arty  
to oppose the Democrats and Re­
publicans on a national scale be­
g inning w ith  the 1964 elections.

One of the strongest supporters 
of th is idea has been newsman 
W illia m  W orthy, one of whose 
speeches on the question is re­
p rin ted  elsewhere in  th is issue 
(See page 2). On a TV  appear­
ance last October, Daniel H. Watts, 
chairman o f the L iberation Com­
mittee fo r A frica  and ed itor of the 
magazine L ibe ra to r suggested the 
form ation of an A fro -Am erican  
po litica l party. C iv il-r ig h ts  at­
torney Conrad Lynn  and the Rev. 
A lb e rt Cleage, m ilita n t D etro it 
Negro leader, have also support­
ed the idea of independent Negro 
po litica l action. A dd itiona l sup­
port to the idea was len t by Mus­
lim  leader E lija h  Muhammad 
when he declared last March that 
“ there w il l  be no real freedom

C lifton D eBerry

fo r the so-called Negro in Am er­
ica u n til he elects his own p o lit­
ical leaders and his own can­
didates. ”

As the, Negro revo lu tion devel­
ops i t  becomes more and more 
clear tha t i t  is not ju s t the D ix ie - 
crats, or even a D ix iecra t-R e- 
publican coalition, w h ich  is op­
posed to freedom now —  and any­
one who says tha t’s a ll there is 
to i t  is ly ing  in  his teeth. I t  is 
the whole w h ite  power structure 
—  which controls both the Demo­
cratic and Republican Parties — 
in  the N orth  as w e ll as the South, 
in  Washington and W all Street as 
w e ll as in  Jackson, Miss, and Dan­
v ille , Va., w hich is fig h tin g  by 
violence or tr icke ry  to stop the 
Negro revolution, to “ get i t  out of 
the streets”  and back in to  to ­
kenism.

No Tokenism
A  Freedom Now P arty w ith  can­

didates responsible to the colored 
masses and to them  alone, could 
ra p id ly  become a real po litica l 
power fo r the Negro revolution. I t  
would not be the illus ion  of power 
tha t po litica l action w ith in  the 
Democratic or Republican Parties 
now gives Negroes. I t  w ould not 
be a question of a few  token Ne­
gro candidates captive in  a party  
controlled lock, stock and barrel 
by the w ealthy w h ite  power 
structure.

W hite unionists and m ilitan ts  
could greet a Freedom Now Party 
as a na tura l a lly  in  the bread-and- 
bu tte r fig h t against the an ti-labor 
forces w hich control both the 
Democratic and Republican par­
ties. So-called labor leaders like  
W alter Reuther and George Meany 
w ould fin d  i t  harder to continue 
the ir disastrous policy of wasting 
labor’s po litica l power inside the 
Democratic Party. The develop­
ment of an independent labor par­
ty  — linked in  action w ith  the 
Freedom Now P arty  —  w ould be 
on the order of the day.

The “ coa lition”  w ith  the “ l ib ­
era l”  Democrats —  w hich people

like  Reuther are always pushing 
—  is a trap fo r the Negro people, 
ju s t as i t  has been a trap fo r the 
w ork ing  people in  general. A  vote 
fo r a libe ra l Democrat is a vote 
to pu t D ixiecrats in  charge o f the 
pow erfu l congressional com m it­
tees.

The “ libera ls”  in  Congress fig h t 
sham battles w ith  the D ixiecrats 
every session, bu t noth ing im ­
portant ever results. The D ix ie ­
crats get th e ir way and the “ l ib ­
erals”  make the record as “ friends 
o f the Negro, ”  or “ friends o f 
labor. ”  I f  anyth ing comes out o f 
th is session i t  w i l l  be because o f 
the mass demonstrations, not be­
cause of votes given to “ libera ls. ”

The big cities of the N orth  are 
a ll controlled by “ lib e ra l”  Demo­
crat or Republican politicians. B u t 
there are s t i l l  masses of unem­
ployed, d iscrim ination, p o l i c e  
b ru ta lity , h igh rents fo r d ilap ida t­
ed housing, rats, cockroaches, in ­
fe r io r schools, low  wages, and 
now even mass arrests o f c iv il-  
righ ts demonstrators.

This whole hypocritica l shell 
game can be exposed, shattered, 
exploded by a Freedom Now Par­
ty. In  the country ’s m a jo r cities, 
the vote o f colored people is the 
balance of power. In  many South­
ern areas, Negroes are a m a jo rity . 
A  Freedom Now P arty  w hich 
w ould free th is great potentia l 
po litica l force from  the trap  of 
the w h ite  power structure and 
forge i t  in to  an independent power 
base fo r the Freedom Now move­
ment w ould get real action.

The voter-reg istra tion  d rive  
w ould have real meaning, and 
w ould be a greater success. People 
w ould fig h t even harder to get 
registered i f  they knew they w ould 
have someone to vote fo r besides 
a representative of the Democratic 
P arty  —  the party  of Eastland, 
Barnett and a ll the D ix iecra t 
judges tha t President Kennedy 
appoints. W ith  a Freedom Now 
P arty  po litica l action w ould  be a 
battering ram  in  the hands of the 
Negro people.
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A Call to Action by W illiam W orthy

It Is in Our Power to Change the World
[The following is from a speech 

made in Cleveland by W illiam  
Worthy, Journalist and civil rights 
leader, during the course of his 
recent national speaking tour. ]

When historians review  th is  pe­
rio d  o f great f lu x  and uncertain 
striv ings fo r a better w orld , they 
■will p robably lis t as a tu rn ing  
po in t the present developing senti­
m ent fo r Negroes to select the ir 
own candidates in  the 1964 na­
tiona l elections.

Based on m y own travels 
abroad, I  fo r  one fin d  i t  d iff ic u lt 
to  overestimate the tremendous 
potentia l significance of th is sen­
tim ent. The prospect of Negroes 
s tr ik in g  out in  m eaningfu l inde­
pendent fashion to remove the ir 
chains, instead o f re ly ing  on the 
corrup t and dishonest tw o -pa rty  
system ju s t to alleviate the pres­
sure  o f the chains, is certain to 
th r i l l  and e lec trify  our brothers in 
A frica , Asia and La tin  America.

I f  Negroes in  the next few 
months care fu lly  analyze the rea l­
ities o f U . S. politics and issue a 
c la rion  call fo r an effective new 
po lit ica l orientation, th is broad­
ened struggle w il l  be recognized 
by the Nkrumahs, the Nassers, the 
Kenyattas, the Ben Bellas and the 
Castros as the  hope fo r Negro 
libe ra tion  in  th is  country. The ir 
hands abroad w il l  be strengthened 
in  dealing w ith  colonial West, ju s t 
as our backbone at home w il l  be 
straightened.

We can more or less know  i f  we 
are on the r ig h t track by the 
degree to w hich such a po litica l 
move shakes up and agitates the 
national power structure, the local 
power structures and the p o lit­
icians facing Negro voters in  the 
see-saw campaign battles next 
year. The Kennedy brothers, look­
ing  even beyond 1964 to “ Bobby’s”  
candidacy fo r the presidency in  
1968, w i l l  feel constrained to make 
concessions to Negroes in  order to 
meet some o f the movement’s im ­
mediate demands and to undercut 
its  a ttraction  fo r voters.

A t home, th is  new movement 
could be fo r  Negroes w hat the 
th rea t of Russia abroad has meant 
fo r  the colonial peoples: a real 
p o litica l a lternative tha t compels 
re luctant, begrudging concessions.

Down South, the ill-p a id , se lf- 
sacrific ing young volunteers from  
SNCC [S tudent N onvio lent Coor­
d ina ting  Com m ittee], who are 
da ily  risk ing  th e ir lives in  order 
to  register Negro voters in  the 
w orst sections of M ississippi, 
w ou ld  gain heart. In  fact, ju s t as 
the s it-ins of 1960 spread like  
w ild fire  in  communities h is torica l­
ly  committed to anti-N egro v io­
lence, so a new po litica l force 
m igh t also gain its  readiest ac­
ceptance in  D ix ie  where the pres­
sures are greatest. To register to  
vote is fine. B u t how much more 
constructive, once registered, to 
have someone other than Eastland 
to  vote fo r! In  New Y o rk  and 
Connecticut, how p o lit ica lly  pro­
ductive i t  w ould be to  have a 
choice beyond Senators Keating 
and Dodd —  Eastland’s great 
w itch -hun ting  buddies and his b i­
partisan Siamese tw ins  on the 
northern  fron t!

In  a b rie f ta lk , I  w ould  not 
presume to lay  down a new po­
lit ic a l program. That w i l l  have to 
be hammered out in  numerous free 
discussion groups across the coun­
try . The issues must be defined 
by young m ilitan ts, on Negro cam­
puses, in  Negro caucuses w ith in  
the d iscrim inatory trade unions, in  
the ranks o f the unemployed, 
among black intellectuals, w ith in  
the M uslim  movement. A u thor 
James B a ldw in  has pointed out 
that, whenever a Negro stops ac­
cepting the defin itions of issues 
long provided us by the indoc­
tr in a tin g  schools, churches and 
politic ians, he becomes a th reat to 
the w h ite  power elite.

I  w ould  w arn  those w ith  a sense 
o f h is to ry  tha t no s ignificant issue 
can be evaded. For, in  the long 
run , the consequences w ould  be 
fa ta l. The tortured h is to ry of man’s

W illia m  W orthy

disappointments and d is illus ion- 
ments teaches us tha t the end is 
in  the beginning. I f  we get started 
on the w rong foot, i f  we are in ­
te llec tua lly  dishonest in  o rig ina t­
ing  a liberation movement, we w il l  
end up wrecked, shattered, s ti l l  
enslaved by whites w ith  centuries 
of experience in  dishonesty, ma­
n ipu la tion  and evasion.

B u t i f  we launch ourselves on 
a 1963 path of man’s attainable 
ideals —  freedom, justice and 
equa lity  fo r a ll in  a classless, hate- 
free  society —  we w il l  have an 
excellent chance of tu rn ing  th is 
country from  her destructive, 
suicidal and repressive course.

I f  th is commentary means any­
th ing, i t  means a ring ing, un­
equivocal repudiation o f the ex­
p lo ita tive  and d iscrim inatory econ­
omic system tha t hum iliates and 
plunders us every day of the year. 
I t  means a to ta l re jection of our 
o il im peria lism  in  the A rab w orld , 
our do lla r and banana diplomacy 
in  La tin  America, our Uncle Tom 
diplomacy and neo-colonialism  in  
A frica , our m illion -do lla r-a -day  
d ir ty  w a r in  South Vietnam, our 
involvem ent through the C IA  in  
the m urder of Patrice Lumum ba 
and other freedom fighters. A ny 
program hold ing hope fo r  our l ib ­
eration w ith in  the U. S. must l in k  
our struggle to a ll o f the freedom 
and independence movements in  
the economically underdeveloped 
countries.

Anti-Colonial Line
Kwam e N krum ah to ld  me tha t 

in  an in te rv iew  in  Accra back in 
1956, in  vain, he urged the NAACP 
to come out w ith  an unmistakable 
anti-co lon ia l line, includ ing c r i­
tic ism  of U . S. colonialism. A t the 
U N  General Assembly, President 
Sekou Tour6 of Guinea was speak­
ing  p rim a rily  o f the colonized peo­
ples abroad when he said:

“ Ours is a w orld  o f space veh i­
cles; i t  is also the w orld  o f those 
who urgently  need wheelbarrows, 
hoes and trucks. ”  B u t he could 
also have meant to include those 
displaced sharecroppers and m i­
g ra tory w orkers who every day ar­
rive , u tte r ly  destitute, in  New 
Y ork, Chicago, and other cities 
from  the impoverished B lack B e lt 
colony of cotton, peaches, peanuts 
and deputy sheriffs.

Certain honest mistakes in  tech­
niques and approach w i l l  be in ­
evitable fo r a people setting sail 
on what, fo r  us, w il l  be uncharted 
po litica l seas. B u t i f  we study the 
biographies and autobiographies of 
the Nkrumahs and the Lum u ih - 
bas, i f  we learn from  Ghana’s 
Convention People’s P a rty  and 
A lgeria ’s N ational L ibera tion  
Front, there w i l l  be charts to give 
us direction. Experience m ay be 
the best teacher, bu t i t  is also the 
costliest teacher. We haven’t  time, 
in  a w o rld  o f nuclear b rinkm an­
ship, to  com m it avoidable errors.

Above a ll, philosophical per­
spective is mandatory. Anyone 
engaged in  a protracted struggle 
must always remember the les­

son of “ successful”  dissenting 
movements of the past. The 
iron ica l lesson is that, to the de­
gree tha t a panicky power struc­
tu re  satisfies immediate demands 
and slows down a movement’s 
fo rw ard  momentum, quick and 
easy successes spell fa ilu re  over 
the long haul.

For example, 25 years ago many 
Negro and w h ite  workers pu t the ir 
fa ith  in  the then-new CIO. The 
steel magnates and auto manufac­
turers, frightened by the s it-dow n 
strikes, recognized the unions, 
granted wage demands, and then 
won the support of labor’s leaders 
fo r a no-strike  pledge in  W orld 
W ar I I  and fo r the “ postpone­
m ent”  o f the Negro equality fig h t 
in  industry. (One result: the 1943 
D e tro it race r io t. ) Ever since, the 
big business com m unity has pro­
gressively weakened the demoral­
ized unions by enacting the T a ft- 
H artley  A ct (1947), so-called 
“ r ig h t- to -w o rk  laws, ”  and the 
K ennedy-Landrum -G riffin  A c t  
(1960).

M y po in t is tha t new, indepen­
dent and serious electoral a c tiv i­
ty  (ba rring  an economic crash and 
depression, or a series of race rio ts 
and lynchings) cannot rea lis tica lly  
anticipate m eaningful 1964 v ic ­
tories at the polls, except possibly 
in  a few  scattered congressional, 
legislative or councilmanic dis­
tricts. 1964 should therefore be 
regarded as the year fo r un iting  
and educating a ll m ilita n t forces 
in  the black comm unity. 1964 
should be the year fo r gaining 
experience in  the wearing day-to - 
day practica lities of electoral ac­
t iv ity . 1964 should be the tra in ing  
ground fo r a few  victories in  the 
1966 m idterm  congressional elec­
tions and fo r tru ly  substantial 
trium phs in  1968.

W ith  the intention o f destroying 
the m ora l foundations o f a chal­
lenging new po litica l force, the 
b i-partisan enemy w il l  send his 
dark-skinned agents in to  our 
camp in  1964 and advise us to 
tr im  our program, scale down our 
demands, and support such-and- 
such “ lib e ra l”  candidates, on the 
tem pting grounds tha t “ they can 
w in . ”  B u t unless the groundw ork 
o f a disciplined grass-roots elec­
torate and uncomprom ising p ro ­
gram  has been la id, a preoccupa­
tion  w ith  “ w inn ing ”  w ould be like  
bu ild ing  a po litica l house from  the 
top. “ Nothing fa ils  lik e  success”  
—  easy, cheap success such as Ne­
groes have been w inn ing  under 
“ libera ls”  since the days o f F ran­
k lin  Delano Roosevelt.

To get anywhere, we m ust make 
a clean break w ith  the co ld -w ar 
liberals, w h ite  o r black. They o f­
fe r us an electoral choice be­
tween a Democratic L uc ife r —  
cuddled up in  the P arty  bed w ith  
the D ixiecrats —  and Republican 
Satan. Both L u c ife r and Satan are 
consciously o r unconsciously com­
m itted to racism, a class society 
and, i f  necessary, nuclear w ar to 
perpetuate these values closest to 
th e ir hearts.

Rev. A lb e rt Cleage J r. o f Cen­
tra l Congregational Church in  De­
tro it  rem arked recently that, i f  the 
Negro vote in  a ha lf dozen crucia l 
states should defeat John F. K en­
nedy fo r re-election, the next 
President w ould  adopt quite a d if ­
fe ren t stance tow ard our demands. 
I  hope Rev. Cleage was suggesting 
tha t th is be attempted, not by  vo t­
ing fo r a Rockefeller o r a Gold­
w ater o r a N ixon, bu t by runn ing  
a Negro fo r president as candidate 
fo r  a Freedom Now P arty  in  at 
least those h a lf dozen states. Then, 
w ith  the whole w o rld  looking on 
expectantly, an independent Negro 
po litica l movement w ould, from  
1964 to 1968, not jus t po tentia lly  
hold, bu t actua lly wield, the ba­
lance o f power.

T im id  leaders won’t  do things 
tha t need to be done. B u t the rest 
o f us have i t  in  our power to 
change the nuclear-racist-colo- 
n ia lis t course of Am erican history. 
And thereby we can change the 
destiny of the entire w orld.

Over a third of the United Auto 
Workers locals in  the automobile 
plants have voted top o ffic ia ls 
out of office. Locals in  the aero­
space and fa rm  equipm ent indus­
tries d idn ’t  fo llow  the “ oust-the- 
ins”  trend, bu t in  the auto plants, 
the local elections th is spring and 
summer have seen the greatest 
num ber of changes since the 
1940’s.

Incum bent presidents were 
ousted in 21 of the 67 Ford M otor 
Co. locals. Among the 131 General 
Motors Locals, 27 presidents and 
40 bargaining committee cha ir­
men were ousted. Ten of the 26 
Chrysler locals changed adm inis­
trations. Two of the Am erican 
Motors locals changed top leaders 
—  the 14, 000-member Kenosha, 
Wis. Local 72 and the 9, 000-mem- 
ber M ilw aukee Local 75. In  addi­
tion, ha lf the 12 Borg-W arner 
auto-parts plants changed adm in­
istrations.

The trend is even more impres­
sive in  view  of the fact tha t in ­
cumbents barely squeaked in  at 
a num ber of other plants, and that 
not a ll the locals have had elec­
tions th is year.

In  spite of the changes, how­
ever, few  of the newly-elected 
adm inistrations are regarded as 
hostile to the In te rnationa l adm in­
is tra tion  o f W alte r Reuther. So 
fa r, Reuther’s machine has been 
able to le t the local people take 
the rap fo r its policy of le tting  
conditions deteriorate.

In te rnationa l U nion o ffic ia ls 
gave a va rie ty  of explanations fo r 
the trend —  ranging from  “ no 
significance, ”  through “ the young­
er workers against the older ones, ”  
to  “ something has to be done 
about w ork ing  conditions in  the 
1964 contract. ”

*  *  *

The year-old strike at the 
Houston, Tex. Shell Oil Co. re­
fin e ry  was settled August 6 sub­
s tan tia lly  on company terms. Some 
2, 000 members o f the O il, Chem­
ical and A tom ic W orkers U nion 
were involved at the re finery. The 
settlement provides fo r changes 
in  w o rk  rules w h ich  w il l  im ­
m ediately reduce the w o rk  force 
by nearly 400 persons.

The company had operated the 
re fine ry  behind the picket lines 
during  the strike  by use o f su­
pervisory, c lerica l and technical 
personnel who were not members 
o f the union. In  addition, some 
bu ild ing  trades unions in  the 
Houston area had refused to re ­
spect the picket lines even when 
they were taken o ff construction 
and put to doing strikers ’ w ork.

*  *  *

We don’t  know  i f  the W all
Street Journal is suggesting a 
mode o f struggle to Am erican 
w orkers faced w ith  layoffs, bu t 
its Aug. 6 issue contains the fo l­
low ing:

“ The b ig  auto-m aking firm , In -  
dustrias Kaiser A rgentina, S. A., 
decided to shut down fo r a week 
recently and to lay  o ff its  9, 000 
employees. B u t the workers had 
other ideas.

“ They p rom ptly  rio ted, seized 
the p lan t and herded 150 super­
visors and foremen in to  the pa in t 
shop. Brandishing cans o f slosh­
ing gasoline, they vowed to  set 
f ire  to the shop unless o ffic ia ls 
rescinded the shutdown order. 
Fearing fo r the safety o f the man­
agement hostages, Kaiser A rgen­
tina  president James F. McCloud 
f in a lly  capitulated. ”

*  *  *

Several prom inent A FL-C IO  
leaders were run  out o f tow n by 
a racist mob in  H artw e ll, Georgia 
last month when they tr ied  to pass 
out organizing leaflets at the 
Monroe Shock Absorber p lan t 
there. The union o ffic ia ls —  some 
o f whom were beaten, though not

seriously in ju red  —  were: Pat 
Greathouse, a vice president of 
the United A uto  W orkers; John 
Chupka, secretary-treasurer of the 
T extile  W orkers Union o f Am er­
ica; Nicholas Zonarich, organiza­
tiona l d irector of the A F L -C IO ’s 
Indus tria l Union Departm ent; J im  
Pierce and Ken Young, o f the 
IU D  sta ff; and Joe Mooney, as­
sistant to Greathouse.

The UAW  has long since organ­
ized the company’s main p lan t in  
Monroe, M ichigan, bu t is try in g  to 
get a contract at the p lan t in  
Nebraska and attem pting to reach 
the workers at the H a rtw e ll plant. 
Union organizers had previously 
been chased from  the H artw e ll 
p lant, and Greathouse notified  
state police tha t he w ould d is tr ib ­
ute leaflets there on Ju ly  15. The 
police did nothing, however, as 
150 men a rrived  in  company 
trucks, seized and burned the 
leaflets, and ordered the organ­
izers out of tow n shouting: “ Com­
m unists”  and “ NAACPers. ”

Greathouse no tified  the F B I 
w hich said i t  is “ investigating. ”  
Zonarich said the next move would 
be another leafje t d is tribu tion  
w ith  “ a su ffic ien t num ber of 
Georgia union members to insure 
success. ”

*  *  *

Figures released by the U. S. 
Department of Labor show tha t 
th is June average w eekly factory 
earnings reached $100. 61. That 
single figu re  fa ils  to show tha t 
w h ile  some w orkers are doing 
n icely, many are not.

F u lly  10. 6 per cent o f the aver­
age factory wage was due to 
prem ium  pay fo r overtime. This 
in  the face of an overa ll jobless 
rate o f 5. 7 per cent, a Negro un­
employment rate o f double that, 
and a teenage rate of 16 per cent. 
W hite  m arried  men had an unem­
ploym ent rate o f less than 3 per 
cent.

*  *  *

Perhaps seeing the handwriting 
on the wall, Harry Bridges, presi­
dent of the West Coast In te rna ­
tiona l Longshoremen’s and W are­
housemen’s U nion declared in  the 
Ju ly  26 issue of the un ion ’s paper:

“ In  our own interest, th is fact 
must be faced. Thousands of w o rk ­
ers, especially Negro workers, 
w ould  be glad of the chance to go 
to w o rk  on the w a te rfron t under 
our contracts, even i f  i t  means 
w ork ing  only tw o or three days a 
week. . .  Yet the union strength 
is being used to l im it  the num ber 
being added. C ontro lling  reg istra­
tion  is one th ing. A  ‘job  tru s t’ is 
something else again!

“ I f  I  am on the beam on th is 
point, then, unless such policies 
are changed, the end of our union 
— at least in  terms of being a union 
standing fo r solid trade union 
principles —  is in  sight. I t  doesn’t  
take union men or union leaders 
to manage a job  trust; politic ians, 
hoodlums, and labor skates can 
do a better job  than the type o f 
union people and union leaders 
we say we are. ”

* * •

Several dozen Negro members
of U nited A u to  W orkers Local 65 
began p icketing S o lida rity  House, 
the union’s in te rnationa l head­
quarters in  D etro it, on Aug. 7. 
They protested d iscrim ination at 
the General Motors Chevrolet 
C orva ir p lan t at W illo w  Run, 
M ich. D arnell Taylor, head of the  
local’s fa ir  practices committee 
and spokesman fo r  the pickets, 
said the local’s officers had re­
fused to take up demands present­
ed by the committee. Among other 
things, the committee demanded 
tha t the union force the company 
to open a ll types o f jobs in  the 
p lan t to  Negroes, and end “ in ­
tim ida tion  of men”  who f i le  g riev­
ances.
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The Revolution Brings Each Child a Quart of Milk a Day
[Th is spring Jack Scott, w ide­

ly -read  da ily  colum nist of the Sun 
in  Vancouver, Canada, made a 
second v is it to Cuba and w rote 
eight articles describing w hat he 
saw there. A fte r a lengthy La tin  
Am erican tou r the year before, 
he had w ritte n  some of the finest 
articles on South Am erica and 
Cuba yet to appear in  the N orth 
American press. H is recent series 
shows tha t his perspicacity, can­
dor, w it  and sympathy fo r the Cu­
ban Revolution have in  no way 
dim inished. We are rep rin ting  the 
m ajor pa rt of his recent series. 
Space lim ita tio n  does not a llow  us 
to p r in t i t  in  fu l l .  ]

By Jack Scott
H A V A N A  —  One of the many 

paradoxes o f the revolution is 
tha t i t  often takes a v is ito r, some­
times in  the fo rm  of a moderately 
hostile witness, to assure the 
Cubans tha t they’re doing jus t 
bloody w e ll fine.

A  Swiss correspondent w ith  
whom  f  teamed during  pa rt o f m y 
tour le ft fo r Prague yesterday. I  
drove h im  to the a irpo rt in  my 
L inco ln  to see h im  off.

L ike  me, he’s a pale, non-toxic 
socialist of the B ritish  Labor P ar­
ty  type w ith  certain na tura l re ­
servations about th is a ffa ir. His 
fascination, like  mine, is a simple 
m atte r o f ceaseless adm iration and 
gratitude fo r a society that, alone 
in  the Caribbean or in  Central or 
South Am erica, respects the hu­
man race.

We talked o f i t  on the d rive  to 
the fie ld . “ I  don’t  know  how to 
w rite  i t  fo r m y readers, ”  he said, 
“ bu t Cuba gives me the crazy idea 
th a t there’s s ti l l  some hope fo r 
the w orld . ”

I  was w ith  h im  when he went 
through customs. H is suitcase was 
checked by  a small, tired  Negro 
o ff ic ia l w ho apologized fo r  not 
he fting  the heavy bag to the coun­
ter. He’d worked as a vo lunteer in  
the sugar fie lds the day before, 
he said, and his back was k ill in g  
h im .

The Swiss w r ite r  im pu ls ive ly  
p u t out his hand and said, “ Keep 
a t it, m y friend. You’ve got some-

By Lee Forrest
A  series of articles g iv ing  an 

unusually objective account of 
Cuba today recently appeared un­
der the by -lin e  of Donald G rant 
o f the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
Though G rant is not pro-Cuba 
and his paper —  like  other U. S. 
dailies — is hostile to Cuba, his 
artic les confirm  many points 
The M ilita n t has been m aking 
over the past period and espe­
c ia lly  bear out the reporting of 
Canadian jou rna lis t Jack Scott 
whose articles on Cuba are be­
ing  reprin ted in  these pages.

G rant states tha t in  Cuba he 
was free to trave l where he 
wished and vis ited factories and 
plants o f his own choosing, a ll of 
them b u ilt since the Revolution. 
“ Producing industries are a visib le 
fact where vacant fie lds stood 
before, ”  he observes.

“ The reorganization of Cuban 
agricu lture, the most competent 
Western observers in  Havana say, 
has been an achievement of the 
f irs t  order in  the last year. De­
spite a drop in  im ports no one is 
starving. Domestically produced 
supplies are increasing and dis­
tr ib u tio n  is im proving . ”

On Castro’s popu larity , Grant 
w rites: “ He s till seems to have 
the youth of Cuba w ith  him , as 
w e ll as the Negroes and a large 
part of the ru ra l poor. The Ne­
groes, a th ird  of the population, 
have achieved equal opportun ity

Pioneer to Publish 
Castro Speech

N E W  Y O R K  —  Pioneer 
Publishers w ill publish the 
text of F ide l Castro’s July  
26, 1963, speech as a pam ­
phlet. D elivered in  Havana  
on the tenth anniversary of 
the attack on Moncada B a r­
racks, the speech is a m ajor 
assessment of the present 
state of the Cuban Revolu­
tion, the prospect fo r revo lu­
tion in  Latin  Am erica, and 
U. S. -Cuban relations.

I t  w ill  be the firs t complete 
English-language publication 
of the speech. Copies m ay be 
ordered from  Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 116 U niversity  Place, 
N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y ., at 50 cents 
each, w ith  discounts for 
quantities.

th ing  here tha t’s w orth  w ork ing  
fo r. ”

And, w ith  w ide grins, they shook 
on it.

Sentimental? Maybe so. B u t I  
don’t  th in k  a man need apologize 
fo r the k ind  of sentiment tha t 
comes from  seeing people who are 
being treated as i f  they mattered 
above everyth ing else. W hatever 
else you may have read or w i l l  
be reading of Cuba, surely the 
most c rim ina lly  d istorted story in  
the long h is to ry of man’s com­
munication, th is is w ha t counts.

L ike  m y Swiss friend , I  often 
found m yself in  the curious role 
of assuring Cubans tha t th e ir pro­
gress is spectacular and, indeed, 
almost unbelievable a fte r a year 
away.

In  Havana, fo r example, I  heard 
much introverted, soul-searching 
and recrim inations about absen­
teeism as a m a jo r cause fo r  th is 
year’s poor sugar crop.

On the longer evidence, read ily  
available to a reporter who has 
pried and questioned fo r  three 
weeks in  both the cities and the 
h interland, i t ’s evident tha t m al­
ingering is a m inor problem.

fo r the f irs t tim e under his re­
gime. ”

In  one p lan t he visited there 
were nine members of the new 
party, who are elected by the 
workers. “ Several Negroes, sev­
eral o f the men who shovel ma­
te ria l in to  the furnace, and an 18- 
year-o ld office w orker named 
Enrique del Valle, are among the 
e lite  party  members. ”

G rant quotes a U. S. Roman 
Catholic priest, Father McGowan 
of the M a rykno ll Fathers, to the 
effect tha t tales of Catholic per­
secution in  Cuba are “ very fa r 
from  the tru th , ”  I f  this condition 
existed, Father McGowan pointed 
out, the Vatican w ould take note 
of it .  However, “ there are good 
relations between the Vatican and 
Cuba. ”

Another po in t in  the articles is 
tha t the Cubans are fo llow ing  a 
revo lu tionary line, independent of 
the positions o f both the Chinese 
and the Soviet leaderships.

There is a “ deadly serious”  de­
term ination on Castro’s part, Grant 
observes, to spread “ his own 
peculiar brand of Communism to 
as much of the rest of L a tin  
America as he can manage. ”  He 
adds, “ A  Castro-dominated Com­
m unist La tin  Am erica could w e ll 
be another China as fa r as the 
Russians are concerned. ”  A nd he 
raises the pointed question:

“ Is D r. Castro a captive of the 
Soviet Union. . .  or is i t  to  some 
extent the other way around? ”

On tw o successive Sundays I 
watched thousands of volunteer 
cutters of the townspeople variety, 
men, women and ch ildren alike, 
doggedly and inep tly  hacking away 
at the cane.

I  saw others, more skilled, who 
have banded together in  groups of 
300 or more, known as the “ Red 
Battalions, ”  w ho’ve le ft th e ir reg­
u la r jobs fo r three or fo u r months 
to to il at th is most bone-wearying 
w ork, once the sole job  of peon 
workers regu la rly  unemployed fo r 
eight months of the year.

T he ir efforts are considerable 
(a man w ith  a strong back, a 
sense of rhy thm  and a modicum 
of dedication can cut and stack 
up-w ards o f 7, 000 pounds of cane 
da ily  and s til l have enough energy 
to drag h im self to  f ir e - l i t  school 
classes at n ig h t) , bu t they couldn’t 
begin to counteract the hard facts 
o f the manpower problem.

Men Under Arms
That problem is dictated by the 

need to d ive rs ify  production, both 
in  agricu lture  and industry, and — 
more im portan tly  —  by the need 
to keep so many men under arms.

Every tim e Senator Goldwater 
parts his th in  lips and lets the 
snakes-and-toads w ord “ Cuba”  
fa ll out i t ’s a rem inder to these 
people tha t the men in  un ifo rm  
must s til l rem ain on active duty.

Every tim e a Habanero gazes 
out across the tepid b lue-and- 
green Caribbean to look w ith  
loathing at the fam ilia r, grey, 
obscene silhouette of the U . S. w ar­
ship O xfo rd  on the horizon, its 
radar and telescopes delicately 
focussed on the po rt ac tiv ity , i t  is 
a rem inder tha t a man who m ight 
be cu tting  cane is s ti l l  required 
on the ram parts and perhaps w il l  
be required even more next year 
when those nice Americans w il l  
be besieged fu rious ly  once more 
w ith  “ the Cuban problem ”  as an 
issue in  the presidentia l elections.

M y own impressions, contrasting 
the Cuba o f the spring of 1962 
w ith  tha t of today and remember­
ing tha t i t  was only last October 
tha t these people were absorbed 
by the p robab ility  o f a global nu­
clear w ar h inging on th e ir sov­
ereignty, are almost a ll favorable. 
I f  anyone who hasn’t  been there 
wishes to in te rp re t th is  as being 
a “ fe llow  trave lle r”  I  w il l  most 
cheerfu lly  te ll h im  to go to hell. 
( In  30 years of reporting I ’ve 
never fe lt so strangely pugnacious 
in  pu tting  down simple facts. )

Cuban D iet

Le t’s look at some points of com­
parison:

The d iet of Cubans, w hich I ’d 
reported last year as a source of 
ir r ita tio n  tha t could cost the rev­
o lution support, is substantia lly 
the same except that the then- 
haphazard system of d is tribu tion  
has been brought to a po in t of ef­
fic iency I  w ouldn ’t  have thought 
possible. There is, in  fact, less 
g rum bling about rations now than 
there was a year ago and i t  is an 
ins ign ifican t factor in  shaping 
public opinion.

In  m y travels I  made i t  a prac­
tice to ask repeatedly about the 
d is tribu tion  of m ilk  to  children, a 
quart a day. I  pu t i t  in to  the rec­
ord tha t I  d id no t fin d  a single 
instance where the m ilk  was not 
a rriv ing . When the h is to ry of th is 
revo lu tion  is p roperly  w ritte n  tha t 
may be recorded as the f irs t and 
finest trium ph.

In  every phase o f bureaucratic 
life  w ith  w hich I  came in to  per­
sonal contact, in  arranging m y 
tours, in  cashing cheques, in  o f­
fice functions generally, I  found 
an astonishing improvement.

This is designated as The Year 
o f Organization (last year was 
The Year of Education) and its 
accomplishments, motivated by a 
s p ir it o f constant se lf-critic ism , 
inc lud ing pages of-the newspapers 
devoted to complaints o f every

fo rm  of red tape, are very im ­
pressive.

There are s ti l l  a lo t of hayw ire 
executive-suite cadres, bu t i f  w hat 
they’ve done in  a year is any in ­
dication i t ’s ju s t a m atte r o f tim e 
before they’re licked. “ General 
Motors always has th is problem, 
too, ”  remarked “ Che”  Guevara at 
a recent meeting.

I t  is an old Cuban custom to 
be late fo r everything, bu t this 
year m y contacts were usually a 
h a lf-hou r earlie r fo r th e ir appoint­
ments than they were in  1962, 
though s till, I  must add, late. I  
o ffe r tha t as m y one and only 
s ign ifican t statistic.

The amount o f new build ing, 
homes, apartments, hospitals, 
schools and factories —  the meat 
and potatoes of the revo lu tionary 
program —  can only be described 
as “ astonishing, ”  a word I  haven’t 
used since m y last v is it here.

Humanitarian Motives
C erta in ly i t  is astonishing to 

come upon a place like  the M azor- 
ra National M ental Hospital, to see 
patients undergoing the therapy 
of w ork ing  in  flow er gardens, l iv ­
ing in  brigh t, attractive, semi­
detached bungalows tha t were not 
here a year ago.

W hat breed of men, you ask 
yourself, are these fierce-eyed, 
cigar-smoking, pisto l-packing 
makers of revo lu tion who threat­
en the good old Am erican way of 
life? W hat breed of man gives 
h igh p rio rity , in  the chaos of a 
changing order, to  insu lin  shock 
treatments and group therapy to 
some 5, 000 disturbed derelicts 
from  the past, people who can’t 
possibly be charged as a respon­
s ib ility  to the present state, who 
can contribute lit t le  to the s tab ility  
of the new Cuba?

W hat other motive, except 
hum anitarianism , can account fo r 
the sports and cu ltu ra l program 
here, the trips  to the beach and to 
places of beauty, the 5, 000-seat 
baseball stadium b u ilt fo r them so 
tha t they may forget m om entarily

the ir pa rticu la r torments and the 
m em ory of the tim e when th is 
hospital was a k in d  of Dachau 
where the on ly way out was a 
death certificate?

M any o f the Cubans I  ta lked to 
last year in  p rim itive  shacks I  
v is ited th is year in  modern, pre­
fab, taste fu lly  furn ished cottages 
w ith  gas stove and to ile ts and 
showers.

M any more, of course, have not 
made th is transform ation, are 
w a iting  w ith  rem arkable confi­
dence and patience fo r th e ir tu rn . 
M eanwhile squads of volunteers 
are cleaning up the ir shanties and 
the grounds in  the ir v ic in ity  to 
demonstrate w hat can be done by 
ind iv idua l e ffort.

The new country schools and the 
new hospitals and clin ics are ev­
erywhere. I  v is ited a c lin ic  spe­
cia liz ing in  pediatrics, seeing the 
repair w o rk  being done on the 
legacy o f ch ild ren ’s diseases from  
the unholy alliance o f Batista and 
the United States of America.

“ These boys and g irls  w i l l  be 
ha lf a head ta lle r than th e ir par­
ents, ”  the supervisor to ld  me.

W hat breed of men, you ask 
yourselves, are these “ tools o f the 
K re m lin ”  whose greatest p ride  is 
preventive medicine fo r children, 
whose program  of im m unization 
against d iphtheria, whooping 
cough, tetanus and po liom yelitis  
(not a single case since the ora l 
Sabin-Chumakov vaccine was f irs t  
given to every Cuban ch ild  tw o 
years ago) impresses every v is i­
tor, pa rticu la rly  those from  South 
Am erica countries where the death 
o f a ch ild  is of no more conse­
quence than the death o f a mouse?

These are the things tha t rem ain 
w ith  the v is ito r here, tha t cause 
h im  to awaken every m orning 
w ondering w hat pleasures of hu ­
man compassion, pride and d ig n ity  
he’l l  see in  the day ahead and to 
go to bed each n igh t convinced 
that, whatever else m ay be said 
o f the Cuban revolution, i t  is a 
beautifu l example o f people help­
ing people.

A U.S. Journalist Describes 
Gains of Cuban Revolution

M agnum  photo by Rene B u rri

T H E  N E W  C UB A . A  16-year-o ld  mem ber of the voluntary m ilitia  
does guard duty at a sugar m ill.

CUBA: Report by a Canadian Journalist
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AFL-CIO Council Hits New Low
R arely has there been such a proclam ation of bankrup tcy as 

th a t issued Aug. 13 by the A F L -C IO  Executive Council refusing 
to  endorse the M arch on Washington fo r Jobs and Freedom.

The fact th a t 18 o f the 20 executive council members report­
ed ly present voted against endorsement shows w ha t an advanced 
state of pu tre faction  the labor bureaucracy has reached.

The top labor leaders —  or, to speak p la in ly , labor fakers —  
long ago gave up action in  the f ig h t against racism ; fo r years now 
they have lim ite d  themselves to lip -serv ice  to th a t f ig h t —  ora t­
ing, passing resolutions, g iv in g  endorsements, etc. B u t on Aug. 
13 in  th e ir  overw helm ing m a jo r ity  they showed th a t save fo r 
a few  —  lik e  U A W  President Reuther and IU E  President Carey 
who can s t i l l  make the appropriate  noises —  even the old, pious 
words now stick in  th e ir  throats.

The A F L -C IO  bureaucrats are a m ills tone  around Am erican 
labor’s neck. Over the past decade they have am ply proved they 
are too im poten t to punch th e ir  w ay out o f a paper bag and too 
incom petent to organize a handfu l o f nuts and bolts. As John 
L . Lew is, who at least had guts and a b ility , said when he bade 
“ th a t bunch of s ta te ly and pompous asses”  adieu, they are “ w ith ­
ou t heads, th e ir  necks s im p ly grew  up and haired over. ”  Now 
these brainless, gutless wonders show they are unsym pathetic to 
the  Negro people’s heroic f ig h t —  or are themselves infected w ith  
race prejudice.

Negro unionists and th e ir  m ilita n t w h ite  fe llo w  workers 
should answer the A F L -C IO  Council by going to Washington 
in  massive numbers and then re tu rn ing  home to  s ta rt a move­
m ent to  decontaminate the labor m ovement from  Meany on down.

Kennedy and Dictator Diem
A  government, lik e  a person, can be judged by the company 

i t  keeps. The real character of the Kennedy adm in istra tion  can 
be judged, fo r example, by the D ix ie c ra t allies i t  depends on in  
the South or by the ty rann ica l governments i t  supports around 
the w orld . The Ngo D inh  D iem  regime of South V ietnam , fo r 
example.

The protest movement o f tens and tens o f thousands o f South 
Vietnamese Buddhists in  the past three months has focused the 
a ttention  o f the w o rld  on the despotic nature  o f the D iem  regime. 
I t  has exposed D iem as a b igot, whose Catholic fa m ily  clique runs 
the coun try  fo r th e ir  own priv ileges and makes w ar not on ly 
on peasants bu t also on the basic re lig ious righ ts  of the m a jo rity . 
The Buddhist protest has shown beyond doubt th a t the greatest 
source o f opposition comes from  D iem ’s own people —  not from  
any so-called “ aggression”  or “ in f ilt ra t io n ”  from  the North.

I f  Kennedy meant w hat he says about using GIs to  preserve 
freedom  he w ou ldn ’t  have to send them  h a lf w ay across the 
globe. He could s ta rt a lo t closer to  home —  lik e  in  Mississippi. 
And, as fa r  as freedom in  V ie tnam  is concerned, the best th ing  
the U . S. can do is to get the GIs out of there and see to i t  tha t 
ty ra n t D iem  doesn’t  get another n icke l o f Am erican taxpayers’ 
money.

S. A frica Racists Get an Assist
The Kennedy adm in is tra tion ’s claimed concern fo r justice, 

hum an righ ts  and rac ia l equa lity  was again exposed as a fraud  
when the U . S. s tubborn ly refused to support a m otion in  the UN  
by 32 A frica n  nations to  impose sanctions against the murderous 
Verwoerd regime in  South A frica . Tha t regim e oppresses the 
b lack m a jo r ity  o f the country in  a m anner w o rth y  o f the late 
Adolph  H itle r.

In  an Aug. 3 speech th a t tru ly  dripped w ith  hypocrisy, A d la i 
Stevenson, U . S. delegate to the UN, claimed th a t sanctions against 
the South A fr ic a n  government w ou ld  be “ both bad law  and bad 
po licy. ”

A  question, please. I f  i t ’s bad to impose sanctions on a d ic ta ­
to r ia l regime o f racist repression, w hy is i t  good to impose sanc­
tions on a government th a t has elim inated d ictatorship, uprooted 
race d iscrim ina tion  and promoted the w elfa re  of the common 
people? T ha t’s exactly  w ha t the U . S. has done in  the case of 
t in y  Cuba.

Could i t  be th a t W ashington considers i t  “ good law  and good 
p o licy ”  to  impose sanctions on Cuba because W a ll S treet in ­
terests were h u rt there? A nd  could i t  be tha t W ashington is re ­
luc tan t to act against the government of South A frica  because big 
investors are given special consideration there?

Stevenson tr ie d  to cove r up the shameful U . S. stand by an­
nouncing th a t W ashington plans to stop selling arms to South 
A frica . This too is a cynical fraud.

The Aug. 4 New Y o rk  Herald  T ribune  reported: “ B y  any 
estimate the U . S. is a sm all supp lier o f arms to South A fr ic a  by 
comparison w ith  B r ita in  and France, and unless these tw o  nations 
impose an embargo. . .  the p ractica l effects o f the U . S. arms 
ban, may be re la tive ly  sm all. ”

There you have W ashington’s fore ign  po licy in  a nutshell. 
T ry  to strangle a revo lu tiona ry  government lik e  C uba’s. B u t don’t  
do anyth ing  against a racist, cap ita lis t governm ent lik e  the one 
in  South A frica , no m atte r how  barbarous i t  is.

A Socialist Workers Resolution:

New Stage of Negro Struggle
[The fo llow ing  is a section of 

the resolution adopted by the Ju ly  
1963 convention o f the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  analyzing the new 
stage in  the struggle fo r Negro 
equality and ou tlin ing  w hat the 
SWP proposes to do to help fu r ­
the r that struggle. The complete 
tex t of the resolution w il l  appear 
in  the fa ll issue o f In te rna tiona l 
Socialist Review. To obtain a copy 
send 50 cents to: ISR, 116 U n ive r­
sity Place, New Y ork  3, N. Y. -]

Under the banner of “ Freedom 
Now, ”  the Negro struggle fo r 
equality has entered a new stage. 
This is comparable in  significance 
to the change tha t occurred in  the 
1830’s when a w ing  of the A b o li­
tion is t movement, previously dom­
inated by schemes fo r piecemeal 
purchase and deportation of the 
slaves, raised the explosive de­
mand fo r immediate and complete 
emancipation.

The most notable characteristic 
of th is new stage in the Negro 
struggle is the clear and sharp 
rejection of gradualism, w hich is 
the program, method and perspec­
tive  of capita list libera lism . Free­
dom Now is an essentially radical 
and poten tia lly  revo lu tionary 
demand. I t  brings its advocates, 
regardless of th e ir pa rticu la r 
views, in to  grow ing conflic t w ith  
the W hite House and the Southern 
Democrats, w ith  the labor leaders 
as w e ll as the liberals, w ith  Negro 
as w e ll as w h ite  exponents of 
moderation, compromise and to ­
kenism.

The ru lin g  class of th is country 
cannot grant this demand. N either 
can i t  suppress or sidetrack the 
movement. That is w hy a con­
sistent struggle to achieve i t  w il l  
stim ulate profound changes not 
on ly in  race relations but also in 
class and po litica l relations in  the 
U nited States.

Sources of ‘Freedom Now’
Freedom Now sentiment is gen­

erated from  numerous sources: by 
urbanization, industria liza tion and 
m igration, as a resu lt o f w hich 
th ree-fourths of the Negroes live  
in  cities ra ther than ru ra l areas 
and one-half outside the South; 
by inspiration from  the colonial 
revolutions against w h ite  impe­
r ia lis t domination in  A frica , Asia 
and L a tin  Am erica; by  the small­
ness, fewness and slowness of 
concessions offered to the demand 
fo r equality; by  the conviction 
tha t the ru lers of th is  country 
w i l l  never grant equality vo lun­
ta r ily  or w ithou t pressure, and 
tha t the ir d ifficu ltie s  in  the cold 
w ar make them more vulnerable 
to pressure; by disappointment in  
the o ld-style Negro leaders and 
the labor bureaucrats. I t  is spurred 
by the grow th of racia l conscious­
ness and so lidarity, w hich flows 
from  common experiences of op­
pression and is strengthened by 
historica l and contemporary ev i­
dence tha t the Negro must re ly  
on h im self f irs t of a ll i f  he is to 
make any progress. This sentiment 
is bolstered in  some circles by a 
questioning or repudiation of the 
values of capita lis t (w h ite -dom ­
inated) society.

New Organizations
The results have been a spread 

of the Negro struggle in to  every 
corner of the country; a sizable 
increase in  the number of- active 
fighters, w ith  the most im portan t 
new reinforcements coming from  
the student youth, who are not 
encumbered by the skepticism, 
rou tin ism  or defeatism of many 
of the ir elders and are im parting  
a new v igor and vibrancy to the 
struggle; assertions of independ­
ence, coupled w ith  heightened 
self-confidence and grow ing de­
term ination tha t the Negro w il l  
decide his own goals, w o rk  out 
his own tactics and lead his own 
struggles; and more openly ex­
pressed feelings o f m istrust and 
suspicion o f whites and b itte r re ­
sentment against paternalism  in 
any fo rm ; the raising of new de­

mands and proposals tha t are un­
acceptable to most libera ls (spe­
cia l consideration or p r io r ity  fo r 
the needs of the Negro to com­
pensate fo r centuries of oppres­
sion and deprivation, adequate and 
effective Negro representation in  
a ll places and at a ll levels, bloc 
voting, etc. ) This new phase has 
already witnessed a significant 
grow th of Negro nationalist and 
separatist sentiment along w ith  
the appearance o f new national 
organizations and hundreds of lo ­
cal groups dedicated to equality. 
This is a ll p a rt o f the ferment, 
discussion, experimentation, and 
liv e ly  search fo r ideas, methods, 
programs and leadership capable 
of guiding the struggle fo r equali­
ty  to v ictory.

Significant Features
The new period w hich was de­

f in it iv e ly  ushered in  w ith  the B a t­
tle  o f B irm ingham  in  M ay 1963 
has been marked by the fo llow ing 
features:

1. The struggle is acquiring an 
ever-greater mass character. I t  
active ly involves thousands and 
tens of thousands ranging from  
students and m iddle class people 
to the most disinherited and dis­
possessed of the c ity  ghettoes. 
They have stepped onto the arena 
of action as a mass force of con­
stantly grow ing dimensions and 
dynamism.

2. Mass action in  various forms 
has now recrossed the Mason- 
D ixon line. The opening punch 
was delivered in  the fig h t fo r jobs 
at the school construction site in  
Philadelphia w hich spread to New 
Y ork  and other places. The dam 
burst w ith  the tu rnou t of a quar­
te r m illion  Negroes in  the June 
Freedom March in  D etro it, the 
biggest protest demonstration of 
its  k ind  in  th is century. From  
the start the demands in  the N orth  
are on a higher social-economic 
level than those in  the South, 
s tr ik ing  deeply in to  the estab­
lished class structure.

3. The im pact of these events 
has shocked the Kennedy adm inis­
tration, provoked a po litica l crisis 
in  the country, and compelled fed­
eral, state and local governments 
to take steps not even rem otely 
contemplated before the upsurge 
of the Negro revolt. The Kennedy 
adm inistration does not intend to 
grant equality. I t  is anxious to 
contain and, i f  possible, buy o ff 
the leadership by o ffe ring  the 
m in im um  o f concessions to keep 
the mass movement from  m oving 
too fast and fa r  ahead.

4. The top Negro leaders feel 
even more nervous and unsteady. 
They are being forced to ta lk, 
and in  some cases even act, more 
m ilita n t ly  because they fear the 
power of the revo lt w hich they 
d id  not unloose and cannot con­
tro l. They also fear tha t the ru lin g  
class upon whom they re ly  w il l  
not grant enough concessions soon 
enough and tha t the mass move­
ment w il l  continue to sweep 
around them and beyond them, 
dragging them along as they try  
to slow i t  down. The profound in ­
security of the o ffic ia l leaders, 
the ir lack of control over the 
masses, the emergence of new 
forces and potentia l new and 
bolder leaders are positive signs 
of an ascending revo lt tha t is be­
coming more and more rad ica l­
ized.

5. In  the South at th is  stage the 
c iv il rights struggle has some spe­
cia l tra its  distinguishing i t  from  
the rest of the country.

a. ) Because o f the g la ring  and 
in tolerable vio lations of the most 
elementary democratic rights, 
Southern freedom -fighters are in  
a position to expose and dramatize 
the injustices of J im  Crow, con­
stantly embarrass the federal gov­
ernment, and deepen the indigna­
tion  against segregation not only 
throughout the United States but 
throughout the w orld , as B irm ­
ingham illustrated.

b. ) In  parts of the South where 
Negroes are a m a jo rity , such 
moves as the call fo r the election 
of a Negro she riff in  Le flo re  Coun­
ty, Mississippi, have a h igh ly  ex­
plosive character because they d i­
rec tly  challenge and endanger the 
w h ite  supremacist structure. Voter 
registration drives in  ru ra l areas 
where uncomprom ising Negro can­
didates m igh t become mayors, 
judges, or sheriffs could upset the 
whole balance of power there.

c. ) W hat happens in  M ississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia has im m e­
diate repercussions upon the 
moods of the movement in  the 
N orth. A n y  outrage and outbreak 
o f violence, or any outstanding 
demonstration and achievement in  
the South arouses the Negro com­
munities in  the rest of the coun­
try . Thus the intensification and 
extension of the struggle in  the 
South is a sharp goad to the na­
tiona l c iv il rights movement. Con­
versely, the advances o f the N orth ­
ern struggle, such as the d irect ac­
tions fo r jobs, tend to feed back 
into the South and raise the strug­
gle there to a higher level.

Photo by Robert Greger

T E L L IN G  T H E  M A N . Part of the crowd of c iv il rights fighters  
that picketed President Kennedy’s $ l ,  000-a-p late  b irthday dinner 
in  N ew  Y ork  last M ay to demand that he stop ta lk ing  and start 
acting against racists.



Detroit Negroes Demand Control of Police in Area

O U TR A G E D . A ngry demonstrators protest brutal gunshot k illin g  of a young Negro woman by 
Detro it cops. Less than a week later cops shot a w hite  youth to death.

D ETR O IT —  On Ju ly  5th a 
w h ite  policeman shot and k illed  a 
young Negro woman cla im ing that 
she was resisting arrest. I t  is not 
unusual fo r a w h ite  cop to shoot a 
Negro in  the N orth  or in  the 
South. This legal m urder, how ­
ever, took place during  a nation­
w ide floodtide of struggle against 
J im  Crow. I t  happened here less 
than tw o weeks after 250, 000 c it­
izens staged the largest c iv il rights 
demonstration th is country has 
ever seen. The k ill in g  was an old 
story bu t the events tha t fo llowed 
tha t k ill in g  are part o f the c iv il 
rights revo lu tion today.

Here’s w ha t’s been happening: 
Patrolm an Theodore Spicher 
stopped 24 year old C ynthia Scott 
fo r questioning w h ile  she was 
peacefully w a lk ing  down the street 
w ith  a boy friend. He claims she 
drew  a kn ife  and slashed him. He 
shot her tw ice in  the back as 
she ran away and once more in  
the stomach when she turned 
toward h im . Negro eye-witnesses 
saw no kn ife . They report tha t 
Miss Scott refused to enter the 
pa tro l car because she had not 
been to ld  w hy  she was being ques­
tioned. When she started to w a lk  
away from  the car, she was k illed.

Wayne County Prosecutor Olsen 
refused to issue a w arran t against 
the patrolm an. The k ill in g  was 
pronounced jus tifiab le  homicide. 
One week la te r an 18 year old 
w hite  youth, Kenneth Evans, was 
shot by police officers when he 
ran from  a stolen car. Again Olsen 
whitewashed the policemen.

In  the protests tha t fo llowed 
these tw o murders, Negroes and 
whites joined together at times in 
action and in  demands. On Ju ly  
13 over 1000 Negroes demonstrat­
ed in fro n t of police headquarters 
to protest the k ill in g  o f Cynthia 
Scott. The ir m ilita n t p icketing 
was organized by U huru  (w hich 
means “ freedom”  in  S w ah ili) and

SAN FRANCISCO —  A  slender 
Negro woman last week to ld an 
audience here w ha t life  was like  
in  a M aryland tow n on the edge of 
c iv il war. She was Mrs. G loria 
Richardson, leader o f the Cam­
bridge N onvio lent A ction Com­
mittee, an a ffilia te  of the Student 
N on-v io len t Coordinating Com m it­
tee. She had been inv ited  to San 
Francisco to address the f irs t mass 
meeting of the U nited Freedom 
Movement. (See report on page 8. )

She described conditions in  the 
tow n where armed w h ite  hood­
lums were seeking out Negroes 
who were armed fo r defense; 
where almost any chance encoun­
te r could escalate in to  m ajor 
bloodshed. Presence of the Na­
tiona l Guard only increased ten­
sions and solved nothing. Through 
14 months of demonstrations, she 
said, the w h ite  people of power 
had stood frozen in  attitudes of 
rac ia l arrogance. They could not 
comprehend tha t the Negroes 
were in  deadly earnest.,

This experience convinced her 
tha t the w h ite  ru lin g  class w ould 
never concede through m oral con­
siderations. They know  tha t y ie ld ­
ing  anyth ing o f significance to the 
Negroes w ould shatter the ir mono­
po ly of power, she declared. They 
w ould on ly y ie ld  a pa rt of the ir 
power when confronted w ith  the 
loss of everything.

That moment was approaching 
in  Cambridge, Mrs. Richardson 
said, as leaders of the N onviolent 
A ction Committee found they 
could not contro l the Negro 
masses. A t th is  po in t Mrs. R ich­
ardson went to Washington to ask 
A tto rney General Robert Kennedy 
to mediate and convince the w hite 
powers in  Cambridge o f the seri­
ousness of the situation.

Mrs. Richardson pointed out tha t

the Group on Advanced Leader­
ship. U huru is a group of young 
Negro college students and G O AL 
recently led a successful fig h t to 
get h istory texts fo r  D etro it 
schools tha t w ould te ll the tru th  
about the Negro in  America.

Two days la te r demonstrators, 
protesting the k ill in g  of Kenneth 
Evans, engaged in  runn ing  battles 
w ith  the cops, answering police 
provocations w ith  rocks and bot­
tles and by smashing windows at 
a police station. The protest was 
organized by Evans’ relatives and 
a Negro, K irb y  Brown, who had 
been a v ic tim  of a trigger-happy 
cop himself.

On Ju ly  21 G O AL asked the 
courts to issue a citizen’s w arran t 
against Patrolm an Spicher. I f  the 
petition  is accepted, the judge w il l  
start hearings in  August. GO AL 
attorney, M ilton  Henry, said he 
w ould appeal the case to the State 
Supreme Court i f  necessary. The 
next day, A tto rney H enry acting 
fo r Cynthia Scott’s mother, filed  
a $5, 000, 000 damage su it against 
Patrolm an Spicher and the c ity  of 
D etro it. M r. Henry appeared in 
court wearing a red armband 
w hich he explained “ symbolizes 
the blood of every Negro who has 
been a v ic tim  of police b ru ta lity . ”

On Ju ly  26, 80 G O AL pickets 
demonstrated at the C ity-C ounty 
bu ild ing  demanding a public in ­
vestigation of Cynthia Scott’s k i l l ­
ing. They carried signs reading: 
“ K il le r  Cops Should N ot Go Free, ”  
“ W hite Americans Join In  —  Y our 
C hild  M ay Be N ext. ”

Public o ffic ia ls have refused 
tim e and again to do anything 
constructive about the Scott or 
Evans k illings. The D etro it Coun­
c il o f Human Rights, organizer of 
the June 23 Freedom March, 
asked State A tto rney General K e l­
ley to intervene in  the case. He 
investigated; he refused to reopen 
the case. Prosecutor Olsen has re-

the basic problem o f the Cam­
bridge Negroes was economic, and 
th is problem was shared by w hite  
workers. Cambridge stands at the 
ve ry  bottom of the government’s 
lis t o f depressed areas. O nly 37% 
o f the labor force, w h ite  o r Ne­
gro, has steady year round work. 
The average schooling of children 
of both races is eight years.

Propose Program
The Cambridge Nonvio lent Ac­

tion  Committee has proposed a 
program to benefit both w h ite  and 
Negro workers. Mrs. Richardson 
listed some of the m ajor points: 
A  proposed federal housing p ro j­
ect should be b u ilt by a local con­
tractor h ir in g  an integrated w ork 
crew. Special classes to be in s titu t­
ed to tra in  Negro and w h ite  ap­
prentices. Integrate the school sys­
tem and inv ite  a special task force 
o f outside teachers in  to help raise 
the low  standards of the fo rm erly  
segregated schools.
Establish a co-operative business 
venture w ith  in te rrac ia l manage­
ment to create jobs fo r Negro and 
w h ite  unemployed. To run  can­
didates fo r public office w ith  w hite 
as w e ll as Negro support.

A ll  th is was predicated, Mrs. 
Richardson said, on maintenance 
of the present shaky truce and 
m aking i t  the basis fo r fu rth e r ad­
vances by the Negroes. Splits tha t 
have developed in  the ranks of the 
whites have made the task o f the 
Negroes easier, she declared. 
Cambridge Negroes are asking, not 
fo r ju s t the desegregation of pub­
lic  facilities, bu t fo r a share in  
the real power in  the c ity . The 
w h ite  power elite  w il l  resist to the 
end, Mrs. Richardson said, bu t 
they w il l  f in a lly  be forced to y ie ld  
because the status quo is becom­
ing in to lerable fo r both whites and 
Negroes.

fused over and over to review  the 
case. The Wayne County Police 
Chiefs Association pub lic ly  com­
mended Olsen fo r refusing “ to bow 
down to any type of pressure”  in  
the Scott and Evans cases.

A  delegation from  CORE met 
w ith  M ayor Cavanagh Ju ly  31 to 
urge h im  to set up a citizen’s re ­
view  board to judge police actions. 
The mayor, elected in  1961 by the 
votes of Negroes protesting the 
racist policies of the previous c ity  
adm inistration, refused the re­
quest. Also demanding a citizens 
review  board are: the C otillion  
Club made up of Negro profes­
sionals and businessmen, U huru 
and GOAL.

The D etro it Council on Human 
Rights announced tha t i t  would 
ask the U . S. Departm ent of Jus­
tice to investigate the Scott shoot­
ing and tha t i t  was authorizing its 
legal council to begin w ork ing  on 
the recall o f Prosecutor Olsen. 
“ Citizens Against Olsen, ”  a group 
of c iv ic and church leaders, an­
nounced a recall petition drive 
starting August 6.

On August 1 Uhuru staged a s it- 
down in  the mayor’s office to 
protest both the Scott and Evans 
cases. Cavanagh refused to even 
see them bu t to ld  reporters, “ I 
have read ca re fu lly  the demands 
of th is group and they are so 
rid icu lous and absurd I  would not 
d ign ify  these demands by ta lk ing  
to any of these people. . .  ”  U huru 
asked fo r a black police commis­
sioner, Negro police in  Negro 
neighborhoods, an a ll-N egro c it­
izens review  board and the dis­
arm ing o f the cops. M ayor Ca­
vanagh to ld reporters he d idn ’t 
th in k  th is group o f young people 
were representative of the Negro 
comm unity. The next day G O AL 
announced its support of the 
U huru demands.

The Police Commissioner
Events since the Ju ly  5th m u r­

der of Cynthia Scott have shown 
tha t the Negro com m unity has 
been ra lly in g  behind the demands 
put forw ard by U huru and GOAL 
at the f irs t police station demon­
stration. A t tha t tim e they dis­
tribu ted  thousands o f leaflets p ro­
claim ing: K il le r  Cops Must Go! 
Olsen Must Go! Edwards M ust Go!

This last demand refers to Po­
lice Commissioner George Ed­
wards, the libera ls’ darling, who 
was appointed by M ayor Ca­
vanagh to t r y  to erase the te r­
r ib le  tension between the Negro 
com m unity and the D e tro it police 
department. Edwards had a long 
pro-labor, and even radical rec­
ord. He was a U AW  organizer 
during  the 30s; was once a mem­
ber o f the Socialist P arty ; be­

came a law yer and a candidate fo r 
c ity  council in  the 40s; was elected 
president of the council tw ice; was 
appointed a judge in  the lower 
courts during the 50s and then 
elected to the state supreme court. 
He was supported by the labor 
movement and the Americans fo r 
Democratic A ction in  a ll his cam­
paigns.

He le ft the state supreme court 
to become D e tro it Police Com­
missioner in  1962 because, “ I  feel 
there is a r iv e r of suspicion in 
D e tro it and I ’m  try in g  to bu ild  
bridges over th is r ive r. ”  He 
pledged equality in  law  enforce­
ment and better treatm ent o f Ne­
groes by the police.

As his second year in  office 
draws to a close, Edwards is 
caught r ig h t in  the m iddle o f the 
Scott and Evans cases. A t the 
tim e of the k illings  he was in  Eu­
rope. He returned Ju ly  29 and 
promised an immediate study of 
the cases. He made i t  clear, how ­
ever, that he had been kept in ­
formed of developments and “ ap­
proved w hat has been done. . .  ”  
On August 6 the Free Press re -
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ported tha t the police commis­
sioner rejected CORE’S plan fo r a 
citizens review  board.

The next day Edwards w ent on 
TV  in a ha lf hour program to ex­
p la in  the results of his investiga­
tion o f the case. The result: He 
gave fu l l  endorsement to the ac­
tion of the police department and 
Prosecutor Olsen.

P u tting  a “ good guy”  in to  of­
fice  ju s t isn’t  enough —  Edwards 
proves this old tru th  again. You 
couldn’t  have found a “ gooder”  
police commissioner than Edwards 
—  bu t tw o young persons were 
w ro n g fu lly  m urdered w ith in  one 
week and every c ity  o ffic ia l is 
busy whitewashing the crim inals. 
The U huru  demands and actions 
po in t the w ay fo r the Negro com­
m unity : organize and fig h t fo r 
com m unity control of the police 
department. The k ill in g  of Ken­
neth Evans proves once again that 
whites, too, are the v ic tim s of po­
lice b ru ta lity . The w h ite  commu­
n ity  should jo in  more vigorously 
w ith  the Negroes in  demanding 
and securing an end to street- 
corner capital punishment.
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and Socialist W orkers P arty , P . O. Box  
8412, Philadelphia 1, Pa.

SA N  FR A N C IS C O . M ilita n t Labor For­
um  meets second and fourth  Fridays at 
Pioneer Book Store, 1488 Fulton St. 
W E 1-9967.

ST. LO U IS . Phone M ain  1-2669. A sk fo r  
D ick  Clarke.

S A N  D IE G O . San Diego Labor Forum , 
P. O. Box 1581, San Diego 12, C alif. For  
labor and socialist books, Sign of the  
Sun Books, 4705 College Ave.

S E A TTLE , 3815 5th N . E . L ib ra ry , book
store. Open 12 noon to 5 p. m. Saturdays. 
Phone M E  2-7449.

Gloria Richardson Describes 
Cambridge, Md., Rights Battle

WEST COAST VACATION SCHOOL
A Socialist Educational Camp 

August 30 through September 8
S tim u la ting  ta lks on cu rren t and h is to ric  events. . .  Lots 
o f fun , recreation and re laxa tion . . .  Exce llent food, low  
rates, special student rates. . .  On co-operative, in te rra c ia l 
basis. . .  For reservations and in fo rm a tion  regarding loca­
tion, w rite  or phone:

West Coast Vacation School, 1702 East 4th St.
Los Angeles 33, C alif. Tel. A N  9-4953

Local Directory

To Stop Trigger-Happy  Cops
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U. S. and Soviets Hosti l e to

China’s Nuclear Disarmament Proposal
Rift in Italian CP Deepens

The ideological rift between the Soviet Union and China has 
been the focal point in a split in the Italian Communist Party, 
the largest CP in Western Europe. An entire section of the strong 
Italian youth movement in Rome has been dissolved as a result 
of the dispute.

A new current within the party has issued a call for a re­
turn to revolutionary fundamentals. New Y ork  Times correspond­
ent Arnaldo Cortesi reports that the group, calling itself the 
“New Workers Left, ” has centers in the industrial north, par­
ticularly in M ilan and Padua, as well as Rome and Apulia in 
the south.

A pamphlet that has been widely distributed among party 
members is attributed to the new group. I t  harshly attacks the 
Communist party directorate for condemning Chinese ideas w ith­
out discussion.

Among other things it says leaders of the Communist fed­
eration in Padua were expelled for publishing a pamphlet en­
titled “Long Live Lenin. ” I t  also said that the dissolution of the 
section of the Communist youth federation in Rome was based 
on the charge that it had become a “den of pro-Chinese and 
Trotskyists. ”

The pamphlet said the Italian Communist Party was no 
longer striving for revolution. I t  added:

“The Communist leaders who drive in luxurious motorcars, 
who have a standard of life similar to that of managers of the 
great monopolistic companies, who frequent theater first nights, 
exclusive cocktail parties, fashionable restaurants and expensive 
nightclubs with their wives and mistresses in  furs and jewels, 
are no more interested in creating a revolutionary atmosphere 
than the Communist members of Parliament who, besides being 
very well paid, enjoy many privileges for themselves and their 
families. ”

The pamphlet invited party members to insist that the ideas 
of the Chinese be freely discussed in party assemblies. I t  also 
asked that many of the documents of the Chinese CP be translat­
ed into Italian and put at the disposal of all party members as 
a basis for discussion.

In  reply to a July 15 attack by Pravda, a statement by the 
group in Padua declared:

“We maintain that the moment has arrived in Ita ly  for the 
creation of a revolutionary party, that is a Marxist-Leninist party 
which is brought back to the true principles of democratic cen­
tralism and which works for the overthrow of the bourgeois 
state, for the installation of the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
the creation of a socialist society. Today it is only such a struggle 
that can provide the foundation for the seizure of power by the 
Italian working class. ”

By W illiam  F. W arde
On Ju ly  31 the Mao govern­

ment of the People’s Republic of 
China proposed tha t “ government 
heads o f a ll countries of the 
w o rld ”  hold a conference “ to dis­
cuss the question o f complete, 
thorough, to ta l and resolute pro­
h ib itio n  and destruction of nuclear 
weapons. ”

A  copy of the proposal was 
sent by P rem ier Chou E n-la i per­
sonally to  President Kennedy. I t  
was the f irs t d irect communica­
tion  from  Peking addressed to the 
W hite  House.

W ith  arrogant discourtesy, K en­
nedy did not even acknowledge 
receipt of the document. Accord­
ing  to a Washington correspond­
ent of the New Y ork  Times, the 
adm in istra tion ’s “ v iew ”  was that 
“ Peking had embarked on a 
w orld -w ide  propaganda campaign 
in  reaction to the po litica l isola­
tion  in  w hich China has been 
placed by the nuclear test ban 
agreement between the Soviet U n­
ion, the U nited States and B rita in . 
O ffic ia ls  here saw noth ing bu t 
propaganda in  the fou r-po in t 
Chinese proposal. ”

W hy did Kennedy react w ith  
such hos tility  to  the proposal of 
the Chinese government? The real 
reasons can be gathered from  
reading w hat the Chinese pro­
posed. The key paragraphs are as 
fo llows:

“ A l l  countries in  the w orld, 
both nuclear and non-nuclear, 
solem nly declare they w il l  p ro­
h ib it  and destroy nuclear weap­
ons completely, thoroughly, to ta lly  
and resolutely.

“ Concretely speaking, they w il l  
no t use nuclear weapons nor ex­
p o rt nor im po rt nor manufacture 
nor test nor stockpile them ; and 
they w i l l  destroy a ll the existing 
nuclear weapons and the ir means 
o f de livery in  the w orld , and dis­
band a ll the existing establish­
ments fo r the research, testing 
and manufacture of nuclear weap­
ons in the w orld . ”

To carry  out th is proposal, the

Peru Peasants Seize Land
The same day tha t D r. Fernando 

Belaunde T e rry  was inaugurated 
as Peru’s new president to  replace 
the m ilita ry  jun ta  tha t had ru led 
fo r  a year, some 3, 000 peasants 
occupied an 18, 000-acre estate 
near Jun in  and appealed to Be­
launde to recognize th e ir c la im  to 
the land. The peasants have been 
pressing th e ir c la im  against the 
b ig  land owner fo r many years.

Preparing Alibi in Korea?
Col. K im  Hyung Uk, d irector of 

South Korea’s Central Intelligence 
Agency (secret police), made a 
^statement Aug. 3 tha t may shed 
. -some lig h t on the recent fla re -up  
•of p u b lic ity  about shooting in c i- 
•dents on the 38 para lle l truce line. 
A ccord ing  to  Col. K im , N orth  
Korea is sending “ in filtra to rs ” 
in to  South Korea " to  d is rup t elec­
tions planned fo r  th is  fa ll. ”

A re  the U . S. and the South 
Korean m ilita ry  dictatorship pre­
paring to use the border incidents 
as the p re text fo r  pu tting  o ff the 
slated elections w hich come a t a 
tim e of m ounting economic crisis 
and social unrest in  South Korea?

New South Africa Jailings
In  its  latest Gestapo-style 

round-up the racist South A frica n  
police ja iled  a group of people 
described by the chief of police as 
“ a dozen coloreds and A fricans a l­
leged to belong to the Yu Chiu 
Chan club. ”  To make those ja iled  
re a lly  seem subversive, the cops 
•charged they  ware - “ financed from  
China. ”  A  Reuters dispatch said 
the police “ considered the Yu Chiu 
Chan C lub to be as dangerous as 
tiie  banned A frica n  N ational Con-

Chinese suggested fo u r measures. 
1) D ismantle a ll m ilita ry  bases 
on foreign soil and w ithd raw  a ll 
nuclear weapons and the ir means 
of delivery. 2) Establish zones 
free of nuclear weapons in  such 
key areas as Asia and the Pacific. 
This w ould include China and 
Japan as w e ll as the U. S. and the 
Soviet Union. 3) Refrain from  ex­
porting and im porting  nuclear 
weapons and technical data fo r 
the ir manufacture. 4) End a ll 
testing of nuclear weapons, not 
only in  the atmosphere, under 
water and in  outer space, bu t un­
derground, where i t  is s til l per­
m itted  under the pa rtia l nuclear 
test-ban treaty.

In  his Aug. 2 press conference, 
Kennedy did not even re fe r to 
the proposal of the Chinese gov­
ernment fo r an in ternationa l dis­
armament conference. M entioning 
the p a rtia l test-ban treaty, he 
said, “ we’d like  the Red Chinese 
to come into the agreement. ”

That “ in v ita tio n ”  was obviously 
made fo r propaganda purposes 
only. A  moment before, Kennedy 
had made clear tha t “ we do not 
recognize the Red Chinese re ­
gime. ”  So fa r as Washington is 
concerned, China does not exist 
o ffic ia lly . How can they plausib ly 
hand a treaty to a non-existent 
government and ask i t  to sign up?

On the other hand, Kennedy 
strongly suggested tha t i f  de G aul­
le w ould sign the pa rtia l test-ban 
treaty, the W hite  House in  re tu rn  
w ould give France secret in fo r­
mation fo r the construction of 
nuclear weapons and the devices 
themselves w hich w ould e lim inate 
its need fo r testing.

Washington correspondent Tad 
Szulc, who often transm its State 
Departm ent views, said tha t the 
“ President’s comments suggested 
tha t the question of China m ight 
have been one of the chief rea­
sons fo r both the U nited States 
and the Soviet U nion to have 
agreed on the test ban. ”  He added 
tha t the “ v iew  in  the A dm in is tra ­
tion  is tha t the Russians did so 
to fu rth e r Peking’s isolation and

gress and the Poqo te rro ris t o r­
ganization. ”  The la tte r tw o or­
ganizations are reported to have 
begun an underground armed 
struggle against the w h ite  su­
premacist Verwoerd regime.

Bolivian Mine Fight
A  sharp con flic t is shaping up in 

B o liv ia  between President Paz Es- 
tenssoro and the tin  m ine workers. 
The government m in ing  corpora­
tion, Comibol, wants to  dismiss 
thousands o f workers in  the Ca- 
tav i-S ig lo  m ine group. This would 
be a m ajor step in  an “ in te rna­
tio n a lly  financed”  program to 
make B o liv ia ’s nationalized t in  
mines more profitable.

The d irector o f Comibol has 
served an u ltim a tum  on the Cata- 
v i-S ig lo  m ine group th a t the 
w orkers must be dismissed on 
schedule and the ir “ extrem ist”  
leaders w ith  them.

The Federation o f M ine W orkers 
has responded w ith  p a rtia l strikes 
and th reat of a general s trike  i f  
negotiations are not resumed. One 
of the “ extrem ist”  leaders —  Ire -  
neo P im entel —  has been named 
strike  chairman.

The goverment m ay t r y  to  close 
the mines and suspend the m iners’ 
pay. The workers, w ho have the ir 
own union m ilitia , w i l l  probably 
resist. They control access to the 
isolated Catavi-S ig lo area. Presi­
dent Paz is counting on the arm y 
and peasant m ilit ia  fo r use in  any 
armed showdown.

Dissident Spanish Communists
A  M adrid  dispatch in  the Aug. 

24 New Y ork  Times reports tha t a 
pro-Chinese group has been ex­
pelled from  the Spanish Commu-

to underm ine its influence in  the 
underdeveloped countries where 
the an ti-test sentiment runs high. ”  

A lthough Peking’s nuclear dis­
armament proposals are substan­
t ia lly  the same as those repeatedly 
advanced by Moscow fo r years, 
Soviet o ffic ia ls  displayed even 
more hos tility  than Kennedy to 
the sweeping measures advocated 
by the Chinese government.

L ike  Kennedy they waved Pek­
ing ’s plan aside and, in  rep ly  to 
the Chinese accusations tha t the 
pa rtia l test-ban treaty was m ain ly  
directed against China, declared 
tha t such assertions amounted to 
“ betrayal. ”  On Aug. 5 Soviet De­
fense M in is te r M alinovsky said 
tha t the Chinese stand was 
“ equivalent to v ir tu a l com plic ity 
w ith  those who stand fo r a w orld  
thermonuclear w ar. ”

Tass quoted M alinovsky as de­
claring: “ B y the ir statement the 
Chinese leaders have openly come 
out in  opposition to the whole 
w orld  Communist movement, to 
a ll peace-loving peoples of Eu­
rope, Asia, A frica  and America.

“ They are leading events to­
w ard  a tightening of in ternational 
tension. ”

Even more significant, perhaps, 
confirm ation came from  New 
D elhi tha t Khrushchev has offered 
Ind ia  guided missiles and other 
u ltra-m odern m ilita ry  equipment. 
“ I t  is understood, ”  said an Aug. 1 
dispatch from  Ind ia ’s capital, “ tha t 
the Soviet o ffic ia ls have stipulated 
no restrictions on the use of the 
m ilita ry  supplies. The Indians 
have made clear tha t they wanted 
the supplies fo r use against a pos­
sible renewed attack from  China. ” 

The Chinese government o ff i­
cials have le ft themselves wide 
open to attack by Moscow because 
of the ir refusal to support the 
p a rtia l test-ban treaty. They have 
not as yet been followed in  th is 
by any of the Asian Communist 
parties (except N orth  V ietnam ) 
w h ich  favored them in  other as­
pects of the dispute w ith  Moscow.

I t  is true tha t the tr ip a rtite  
trea ty is directed p rim a rily  against

n is t P arty  and has tr ie d  “ to gain 
control of the anarchist move­
ment. ”  Spanish police announced 
a few  days earlie r the smashing 
of a clandestine rin g  of “ te rro r­
ists”  belonging to the Iberian Fed­
eration of L ibe rta rian  Youth.

Spokesmen fo r the Communist 
P a rty  reportedly described this 
pa rty  as a “ force of order”  which 
had expelled the pro-Chinese ac­
tiv is ts  on the grounds tha t acts of 
violence w ould ra lly  the popula­
tion behind Franco.

A  four-page pamphlet c ircu la t­
ed by the Iberian Federation is 
said to re ject the CP line of “ na­
tiona l reconcilia tion”  and to de­
nounce Moscow’s concept of 
“ peaceful coexistence”  as in d if­
fe ren t to revo lu tionary need:

Pro-Peking Group in Belgium
Despite e ffo rts  to  b lock it, a suc­

cessful conference was held in  
Brussels by members of the Bel­
gian Communist P a rty  sympathe­
tic  to  Peking’s views. The. group 
tha t convened the conference is 
led by Gruppa, a member o f the 
P a rty ’s centra l committee who, 
along w ith  tw o  other leading 
members, was recently expelled 
fo r dissident views. Despite a 
w arn ing  in  the Communist Party  
press tha t anyone attending the 
conference w ould be expelled, 
some 125 turned out. They rep­
resented an im portan t force in  the 
Brussels section of the party  and 
other areas of the country as w e ll.

The group has published a p la t­
fo rm  — a book o f 250 pages — 
w hich offers a le ft-w in g  critique 
of the class-collaborationist pol­
icies fo llowed by  tiie  Belgian CP 
during the past decade.

the People’s Republic of China. 
The Soviet Union, as the Chinese 
charged on Aug. 10, is preventing 
Peking from  acquiring nuclear 
weapons w h ile  Washington is not 
deterred from  g iv ing atomic 
bombs to its  NATO allies.

B ut i t  is also true — and this 
is w hy the ban has been acclaimed 
throughout the w orld  — tha t i t  
lim its , at least fo r the tim e being, 
fu rth e r nuclear poisoning of the 
earth’s environment.

The Soviet propaganda tha t 
Peking’s position is equivalent to 
“ actual connivance w ith  those 
who advocate w orld  thermonuclear 
w ar”  is, of course, pure fabrica­
tion. The real d ifference between 
Moscow and Peking on this cru­
cia l question does not hinge on 
the necessity of preventing nuclear 
war. Both sides agree on th is ob­
jective. The differences occur over 
how the peoples of the w orld  can 
w in  enduring peace.

Moscow contends tha t the threat 
of nuclear w ar can be elim inated

A n in te rnationa l campaign is 
underway to w in  the freedom of 
Peruvian peasant leader Hugo 
Blanco who earned the hatred of 
the landlord-dom inated govern­
ment in  tha t country because of 
his organization o f landless peas­
ants who began to ca rry  out the ir 
own land reform . He was captured 
a fte r a m anhunt aided by U. S. 
helicopters. He was reported i l l  
when imprisoned and is being held 
incommunicado.

In  London, tw o demonstrations 
were organized in  fro n t o f the 
Peruvian Embassy, the f irs t by  a 
new ly-fo rm ed “ Release Hugo 
Blanco Committee, ”  the second by 
the Socialist Labor League. In  
Brussels, Socialist youth and stu­
dents organized a s im ila r demon­
stration.

In  Rome a campaign has been 
launched under the auspices of the 
U n ive rs ity  Students’ Association. 
The Communist, Socialist and 
other youth organizations are par­
tic ipating.

In  Japan a meeting o f students’ 
organizations known as “ L e ft”  —

by diplom atic agreements, like  
the p a rtia l nuclear-test ban, w ith  
the im peria lis t powers tha t w ould 
neutralize the ir w ar-m aking  tend­
encies. Peking holds that there can 
be no guarantee of permanent 
peace so long as im peria lism , w ith  
its predatory appetites and nuclear 
arsenals, exists. To end the threat 
o f war, im peria lism  itse lf must be 
abolished.

This controversy between Mos­
cow and Peking over the problem 
of w ar and peace has certain 
parallels w ith  the debate on meth­
ods of action between the liberals 
and m ilitan ts  in  the current “ Free­
dom Now”  struggle. The moderates 
frow n on mass action, caution the 
Negro people to get o ff the streets 
and go slow, and advise them to 
re ly  on the good intentions of the 
Kennedy adm inistration. The m ili­
tants say tha t freedom has to be 
fought fo r and won through the 
independent action of the Negro 
people themselves against the 
entire existing power structure.

w ith  branches in  Osake, K yoto 
and Kobe — voted to protest to 
the Peruvian Embassy in  Tokyo 
against Blanco’s continued deten­
tion. A  committee o f prom inent 
po litica l workers, trade union and 
student leaders is being form ed to 
campaign fo r Blanco’s release.

In  Ceylon, members o f P a rlia ­
ment are sending a memorandum 
to the Peruvian government u rg ­
ing Blanco’s release.

In  Canada a p icket line  before 
the Peruvian Embassy in  O ttawa 
protested Blanco’s arrest and im ­
prisonment. V em el Olsen, cha ir­
man o f Canada’s F a ir P lay fo r 
Cuba Committee, stated in  a le t­
te r to the Ambassador of Peru tha t 
Blanco’s actions could be con­
sidered a crim e on ly by  “ the land­
lords o f Southern Peru. ”

A  group in  the Republic of Cy­
prus has sent a le tte r to the Pe­
ruv ian  In te rio r M in is te r urg ing  
immediate release of Blanco

Peace News, the B ritish  pacifis t 
periodical, published a front-page 
artic le  June 28, entitled “ Save 
Hugo Blanco. ”

World Events

World Protest Grows Against 
Peru Jailing of Hugo Blanco
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aûrficA â J ajdm  Qu a  fi& ad & M
A Rope for Latin America?

Cleveland, Ohio
Pres. J. F. Kennedy has been 

preaching about the A lliance fo r 
Progress program and how i t  is to 
help the workers and campesinos 
to  a much better w ay of life  from  
the Rio Grande to T ie rra  del 
Fuego.

D uring  the past year, five  of the 
smallest L a tin  Am erican countries 
have lost the tota l of $34 m illio n  on 
th e ir  coffee shipments to the U . S., 
due to the drop in  export prices.

D uring  the past year the A l­
liance fo r  Progress has “ given a id”  
to these same five  L a tin  A m er­
ican counties to the feeble tune of 
$10 m illion . This 10 m illio n  dol­
lars “ in  aid”  has in  tu rn  been ex­
changed to the U . S. fo r guns and 
bullets to dish out democracy to 
th e ir own people i f  they should 
get out of line  by demanding the ir 
human rights.

Pres. J. F. Kennedy may as w e ll

1Y E ARS AGO 

I N THE M IL I T A N T
“ Delegate to the U nited Nations, 

H enry Cabot Lodge. . .  recently 
claimed tha t admission o f Com­
m unist China to the UN was ‘out 
o f the question’ because the UN 
charter specifies tha t members 
m ust be ‘peace-loving’ nations. 
‘Red China is certa in ly  no t a 
peace-loving nation, ’ said Lodge, 
and gave as his reason w hy:

“  ‘No nation tha t maintains 
large armies on fore ign soil can 
be considered a peace-loving na­
tion . , .

“ B y  Lodge’s de fin ition  tha t a 
nation ‘tha t m aintains large 
armies on foreign soil’ Is not 
•peace-loving, ’ w hat nation would 
be the f irs t  to  be kicked out of 
the U nited Nations? The United 
States.

“ Am erican troops ‘in  sizable 
numbers’ are quartered in  49 of 
the 97 countries of the w o rld . . .

“ Am erican bombers are now 
using ‘a huge netw ork of 89 m ajor 
a ir bases, b u ilt  or bu ild ing , in 
Europe, Asia, N orth  A frica  and 
the A rc tic , ’ fo rm ing  an iron  ring  
around China and the Soviet 
Union. . . .

“ According to the de fin ition  of 
its  own UN delegate, the U . S. is 
the most non-peace-loving nation 
in  a ll h istory. ”  —  A ugust 17, 1953.

20 YE A RS  AGO
“ H igh on the agenda of the 

Roosevelt-Churchill conference 
now  going on in  Quebec is the 
question o f A llie d  policy tow ard 
the Soviet Union. The latest v ic ­
tories o f the Soviet Union and the 
developments in  Ita ly  and other 
parts of Axis-dom inated Europe 
have not brought Washington- 
London and Moscow closer to ­
gether bu t ra ther have sharpened 
the differences between them.

“ For weeks the capita lis t press 
has been exh ib iting  grave concern 
over the fu tu re  o f A ng lo -A m er­
ican and Soviet relations. Now 
tha t Soviet authorities have cu rtly  
announced tha t ne ither S ta lin  nor 
other representatives o f the USSR 
w ould be present at Quebec be­
cause of the nature of the con­
ferences held there, the capita list 
press has renewed its  clamor —  as 
i t  always does a fte r im portan t 
Red A rm y  gains —  fo r  com m it­
ments by S ta lin ; a fu l l  and frank  
statement of S ta lin ’s plans fo r  Eu­
rope; a lis t o f his te rr ito r ia l claims, 
etc.

“ W hy do the Soviet victories and 
the ris ing  s p ir it o f revo lt in  Eu­
rope —  both of w hich deal ham­
m er blows at the A x is  —  bring  
apprehension ra ther than re jo ic ing 
in  the A nglo-Am erican councils? ”  
—  August 21, 1943.

broadcast over the so-called Voice 
of Am erica throughout La tin  
Am erica the fo llow ing  message 
loud and clear:

“ Obreros and campesinos o f 
L a tin  America, here is a new rope, 
go hang yourselves. ”

G. C.

Unity of Rights Movement
Bronx, New Y ork

Not long ago i t  was announced 
there w ould be u n ity  in  the C iv il 
R ights movement, u n ity  w hich I  
was hoping w ould enable the 
groups to act as a united body.

M y observations lead me to be­
lieve tha t u n ity  is not tru ly  ac­
complished. I  do believe the same 
r iv a lry  is there; the numerous 
statements and rem arks I  have 
read made by the respective lead­
ers who are pa rt o f the united 
movement have me wondering i f  
i t  w ould be able to function  as a 
un ited body.

The united movement must be 
maintained, fo r u n ity  is needed 

-to  combat the southern w ealthy 
classes and the ir a llied northern 
Industrialists.

A t th is stage o f the struggle the 
Negro movement may have to 
change its  tactica l approach. There 
must be a class d iffe ren tia tion  
between the racist boss and the 
“ poor w h ite ”  who is part o f the 
w ork ing  class of the South. The 
“ Bourbon”  and the middle-class 
planters in  1876 rea lly  feared the 
Negro and “ poor w hites”  who 
had some u n ity  and understood 
who th e ir enemy was.

However, the supremacist then 
was able to break th is u n ity  by 
in s tillin g  hatred and fears and 
thus d ivided th is  un ity . The only 
group w hich benefited was the 
“ Bourbons. ”

This po litica l chicanery has been 
m aintained up to th is day, by the 
southern upper classes, who have 
continued to use the “ poor w h ite - 
man”  against the black w orker, 
even though his lo t is no better 
than the Negro.

The Negro movement must 
make a strong b id  to draw  class 
lines, fo r a ll tha t is m oving is the 
black people, and the w h ite  w o rk ­
ing class is s ti l l  the v ic tim  of po­
lit ic a l expediency.

The Free Soil Party, w hich had 
a socialist base and was a party  
of small farm ers had also tr ied  to 
unite the Negro w ith  th is party, 
bu t again th is  same alliance de­
stroyed them.

Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsyl­
vania and Senator Charles Sumner 
o f Massachusetts had high hopes 
to create a democracy in  the south 
b u t the Second Am erican Revolu­
tion  d id not come in to  being.

We also know  w e ll from  the past 
tha t the sole objective o f the 
northern industria lis t, along w ith  
southern w ea lthy  classes, is to 
keep the w ork ing  class divided.

I t  is a known fac t tha t the peo­
ple of A frica  and colonial coun­
tries are fig h tin g  fo r freedom and 
to pu t an end to colonialism. The 
B lack people of Am erica m ust in ­
tensify the ir struggle to w in  fo r 
themselves freedom, fo r i t  was 
upon th e ir backs the base of th is 
nation ’s economy was la id, w hich 
was transform ed from  a slave 
economy to an industria l one.

B y  a ll rights the B lack people 
should th in k  of going nowhere 
else, b u t to  enjoy fu l l  equality and 
lib e rty  w hich they have fought 
fo r in  so many wars —  wars to 
preserve th is  democracy w hich 
denies everyth ing to the B lack 
man b u t the r ig h t to live  in  
poverty and want.

R. H.

A New Party Needed
New York, N. Y. 

The b ig upsurge of the c iv il-r ig h ts  
struggle has once again shown 
how l it t le  the tw o m a jo r parties 
have to offer. Both of them are 
tied to the b ig  money interests 
w hich p ro f it from  segregation. The 
“ libe ra l”  Democratic P a rty  con­
tains w ith in  i t  the southern D ix ie - 
crats, the most reactionary group 
of racists in  the country.

The Negro people in  the South 
are struggling fo r the r ig h t to  vote. 
B u t w hat is there to vote fo r 
when they w in  tha t right? The 
“ states-rights”  Democratic Party? 
The a ll-w h ite  Republican Party? 
The black people o f th is country 
need th e ir own po litica l pa rty  and 
they need i t  now!

L . K .

The Rag Wavers
New Y ork, N. Y . 

Apropos your a rtic le  (Aug. 5) 
about The W orker smearing the 
B lack Muslims, Bob W illiam s and 
L ibera to r magazine as “ reaction­
ary, ”  maybe some lig h t w i l l  he 
shed on Communist P arty  th in k ­
ing  by a sign I  pass every day on 
the w ay to w ork.

l t ’s a big poster in  the w indow  
of the Jefferson Bookshop w hich 
features Communist P a rty  l ite r ­
ature. The poster shows a w h ite

New Party, Anyone? —  Form er 
Mississippi Governor James P. 
Coleman, the racist who is now  
seeking re-election, supported 
John F. Kennedy fo r president in  
1960 and, according to New Y ork  
Times correspondent Joseph A . 
Loftus, was offered the post of 
Secretary of the A rm y  in  the 
Kennedy adm inistration.

Rubbing Salt in  the Wound —
Wisconsin legislators may adopt a 
b i l l  requ iring  tha t a $2 f i l in g  fee 
accompany each state income tax 
re turn.

The Press at W ork ( I)  — The
Aug. 2 W all Street Journal report­
ed: “ Tax sleuths are cool to  Con­
gressional calls fo r closer scrutiny 
of tax-exem pt ‘r ig h t-w in g ’ foun­
dations; they fear any special 
crackdown m ight weaken the ir 
reputation fo r im p a rtia lity . ”  The 
Journa l neglects to mention tha t 
the Treasury Departm ent doesn’t 
shrink from  cracking down on 
n o n -righ t-w ing  foundations. A  re ­
cent, scandalous example was the 
w ith d ra w al  of tax  exemption from  
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
a long-established, pro-peace re li­
gious group.

The Press at W ork ( I I )  —  W r it­
ing  from  South V ietnam  in  the 
Aug. 4 New Y o rk  H era ld  Tribune  
correspondent M arguerite  H iggins 
asserted tha t the “ strategic ham­
lets”  b u ilt  by the D iem  d icta tor­
ship are “ rough ly comparable to 
the fo rts  tha t the Am erican p io­
neers b u ilt  to  protect themselves 
against the Indians. ”  This fa ls ifica ­
tion  flies in  the face of admissions 
by correspondents fo r numerous 
anti-Com m unist dailies tha t the 
peasants are fo rc ib ly  herded into 
the “ strategic hamlets”  in  a de­
sperate e ffo rt to  keep them from  
aiding the gue rrilla  fighters whose 
cause they support.

The Press at W ork ( I I I )  —  In  
an Aug. 2 Washington dispatch, 
Tad Szulc, New Y ork Times L a tin  
Am erican “ expert, ”  discusses an 
unconfirm ed report tha t A n iba l

and black hand together holding 
a lo ft an Am erican flag. Across the 
top i t  says: “ For the U n ity  of 
O ur Nation. ”

Do they rea lly  th in k  tha t free­
dom fighters who have faced guns, 
clubs, dogs and hoses aspire to 
noth ing more boun tifu l than the 
p riv ilege o f w aving “ O ld G lo ry” ?

H . C.

Our Warmest Thanks
Fraser, M ichigan 

Enclosed fin d  a check fo r $10, 
$3 to renew subscription and the 
rest as a donation.

G. &  F. S. 

Changed Mind About Us
Clayton, M inn. 

I  have a few  short comments to 
make on your paper. A  couple of 
years ago I  subscribed to The 
M ilita n t  and In te rna tiona l Social­
is t Review. However I  cancelled 
m y subscription to both out of 
dissatisfaction w ith  your Cuban at­
titude. B u t la te r I  decided to sub­
scribe again.

M y comments on your paper are 
a ll good. When you f irs t changed 
to tablo id size there seemed to 
be something lacking. N ow I  see 
i t  is ve ry  much im proved. Y our 
coverage o f the Negro struggle, 
S ino-Soviet “ Great Debate, ”  
strikes, c iv il- lib e rtie s  struggles 
and so on is in  many ways better

Escalante, fo rm er Secretary Gen­
eral o f Cuba’s Integrated Revolu­
tionary  Organization, plans to re ­
tu rn  home. Escalante le ft Cuba 
a fte r Castro denounced h im  fo r 
bureaucratic, sectarian practices. 
Szulc quotes an unnamed U. S. o f­
fic ia l as opining tha t “ Escalante’s 
re tu rn  to Cuba w ould  be tanta­
m ount to a re tu rn  by  Leon T ro t­
sky to the Soviet U nion a fte r his 
expulsion by Lenin. ”  T rotsky, of 
course, was exiled by S ta lin  a fte r 
Len in ’s death —  and not fo r en­
gaging in  bureaucratic practices 
bu t fo r  fig h tin g  against them.

The Press at W ork (IV ) —
Once upon a tim e the magazine, 
the New Leader, paid l ip  service 
to a m ilk -and -w a te r va rie ty  of 
socialism. B u t fo r a good w h ile  
now the magazine has been among 
the w orst o f the cold w arriors. One 
of the justifica tions i t  offers fo r its  
rab id  anti-com m unism  is the pious 
cla im  tha t communism is “ im ­
m oral. ”  On Ju ly  10, the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee dis­
closed th a t the New Leader had 
taken $3, 000 from  a Chiang K a i-  
shek press agent in  th is  country 
in  re tu rn  fo r  an a rtic le  favorable 
to Chiang’s co rrup t Formosa d icta­
torship.

Propaganda Problem —  Com­
p la in ing  tha t few  people in  the 
w o rld  believe the propaganda 
beamed to them by the United 
States In fo rm ation  Agency, George

than tha t o f radical papers w ith  
probably larger circulation, such 
as the National Guardian. I t  ap­
pears fresher and more a live  than 
the approach of the social demo­
cratic New America. I t  is more 
“ down to earth”  than the W eekly 
People or Vanguard; more honest 
than The W orker.

Thank you and good luck.
M . K .

New "Irish Worker" Address
London, England 

We ask you to  k in d ly  a llow  us 
the opportun ity  o f no tify ing  
friends of the new address to 
w hich a ll communications in tend­
ed fo r the Ir ish  W orker should be 
sent. I t  is: Gery Lawless, 52 E l-  
fo r t Rd., H ighbury, London, N. 5, 
England.

We should also request those 
who have posted enquiries, etc., 
to  the Ir ish  W orker in  the course 
of the past tw o months to please 
renew these enquiries to the new 
address. Various d ifficu lties , f i ­
nancial included, have fo r  some 
months caused us to suspend pub­
lica tion  o f the Ir is h  W orker. We 
are now, however, in  a position 
once more to publish and the next 
edition, w hich w il l  deal m a in ly  
w ith  the 1913 (G eneral) Strike, 
should appear in  the w in te r o f 
1963.

Gery Lawless

V. A llen , fo rm er d irector o f the 
agency w rote  in  the Aug. 4 New 
Y o rk  H erald T ribune: “ N othing 
has served to label the U S IA  as a 
propaganda agency more in d e lib ly  
than the anti-Castro campaign, 
and nothing could have helped 
Castro more. ”

M ental Defector —  “ TRIESTE, 
Ita ly , J u ly  19 (U P I) —  A  man 
who showed up in  M ilan  saying he 
was a Russian psych ia trist defect­
ing  to the West turned out to  be 
an escaped mental patient, police 
said yesterday. ”

Progress Report —  The Boston 
Gas Company has placed tw o  b i l l ­
board advertisements in  down­
tow n Boston showing Negro and 
w h ite  ch ildren p lay ing  together on 
a slide. I t ’s the f irs t ad of its  k in d  
in  Boston. A  company spokesman 
said there have been many com­
ments on the ad, a ll o f them fa ­
vorable.

Price of P o llu tion —  The num ­
ber of babies bom  w ith  physical 
deform ities in  A lberta, Canada, in  
1959 was 7. 9 per 1, 000 live  b irths . 
In  1961 the figu re  shot up to 13. 1 
per thousand. That was the year 
nuclear testing in  the atmosphere 
was resumed.

The B urn ing  Question —  A
headline in  the Aug. 12 U. S. News 
& W orld Report asks: “ I f  Peace 
Does Come —  W hat Happens to 
Business? ”

Thought for the Week
“ I f  we’ re to ld  to give up certa in tactics because we m ight lose our 

w hite  friends we can’t be so sure we had those friends to begin w ith . ”  
—  W hitney M . Young, Jr., executive d irector o f the N ational Urban 
League.

It Was Reported in the Press

Special March-on-Washington Offer
If you are a new reader you may 
obtain an introductory four-month 
subscription to The Militant for 

only 50 cents.

Name .........................................................................

Street ................................................  Z on e ...........

C ity  .................................................. State..............

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity  Place, 
N ew  Y ork  3, N . Y .



Page E ight th e  MILITANT Monday, August 19, 1963

Robert Kennedy Aids Racists

Indicts Negro Leaders in Albany, Ga.
B y W illiam  Bundy

In  the ir stepped-up d rive  to 
break the back of  the m ilita n t 
c iv il-r ig h ts  movement by “ legal”  
means, Southern racists registered 
a great gain Aug. 9. On tha t date 
U . S. A tto rney  General Robert 
Kennedy came to the aid of 
Georgia’s white-suprem acist o f­
fic ia ls  by announcing federal in ­
dictments of nine leaders and 
members of the A lbany Move­
ment. Three are charged w ith  
“ conspiracy to in ju re  and in f lu ­
ence a federal ju ro r, ”  and six are 
charged w ith  perju ry .

The indictm ent, brought by a 
federal grand ju ry  in , Macon, 
charges tha t the leaders of the 
A lbany Movement conspired to 
in ju re  a ju ro r  who had served on 
a ju ry  w hich ru led against a Ne­
gro. The case was a c iv il-r ig h ts  
su it brought by a Negro against 
the she riff who had shot him . 
Those charged w ith  conspiracy are 
W. G. Anderson, president of the 
A lbany Movement, Robert Colbert 
and Lu ther W oodhall. The six 
charged w ith  p e rju ry  in  the ques­
tion ing  connected w ith  the case 
are Miss Joni Rabinowitz, a New 
Y ork  student w ork ing  as a sum­
mer volunteer w ith  the c iv il-  
righ ts movement; Mrs. Goldie 
Jackson, secretary of the A lbany 
Movement; Slater K ing, vice presi­
dent; Rev. Samuel W ells; Thomas 
Chatman and Robert Thomas. 
Bonds range from  $2, 500 to $5, 000 
each. A l l  bu t Miss Rabinow itz are 
Negroes from  A lbany.

The ju ro r, Carl Sm ith, claimed 
tha t a Negro boycott and p icke t­
ing, w h ich  resulted in  the closing 
of his grocery store, was due to 
his ju ry  duty. A t the tim e the 
Sm ith store was being picketed 
last A p r il, however, Mrs. Jackson 
declared tha t the pickets were

seeking employment of Negroes at 
Sm ith ’s store.

Mrs. Jackson said then tha t 
Sm ith had promised to h ire  a Ne­
gro cashier a year previously but 
had not done so. A lbany Negroes 
have boycotted many stores fo r 
s im ila r reasons and the ir boycott 
closed A lbany ’s bus company.

D uring  the picketing, Slater 
K ing  declared tha t S m ith ’s ju ry  
service was not at issue as fa r as 
the A lbany Movement was con­
cerned and tha t p icketing of a 
person because of his ind iv idua l 
judgm ent on a ju ry  w ould be 
“ m ora lly  w rong and a d irect a t­
tack on the Am erican system of 
laws. ”  He added tha t “ a ll p icket­
ing of merchants w hich has been 
sanctioned by the A lbany Move­
ment has been directed against 
d iscrim inatory practices of m er­
chants. ”

In  th is prosecution o f the- A l­
bany Movement the U . S. Depart­
ment of Justice is posing as an 
im partia l body interested only in  
law  and order, “ im p a rtia lly ”  pro­
secuting a racist here and a c iv il-  
rights group there.

B u t th is is a farce. A l l  Southern 
juries, inc lud ing  those in federal 
courts, are dominated by w hite  
racists —  due to the fa ilu re  of the 
federal government to protect the 
c iv il rights o f Negroes. These 
juries autom atically convict Ne­
groes and acquit w h ite  racists in  
any dispute between the two. The 
racists don’t  have to w o rry  about 
conviction, b u t Negroes and c iv il-  
rights advocates do.

For tw o years now, the w h ite  
racist o ffic ia ls in  and around 
A lbany have been openly v io la t­
ing the federal constitu tion in  th e ir 
attacks on the Negro movement. 
Negroes there are arrested merely

San Francisco Groups Unite 
To Press Fight on Racism

SAN FRANCISCO — The Negro 
com m unity here has la id  i t  on the 
line fo r the w h ite  power e lite  of 
th is c ity. A t a mass meeting of 
1, 500 Negroes and whites, leaders 
o f the U nited Freedom Movement 
presented th e ir demands fo r the 
end to a ll forms of d iscrim ination 
in  the c ity.

The U nited Freedom Movement 
is a local committee of ten or­
ganizations includ ing  CORE, 
NAACP, the Negro Am erican 
Labor Council and most of the 
m ajor Negro groups in  the c ity.

D r. Thomas N. Burbridge, 
Chairman of the local NAACP 
presented the U nited Freedom 
Movement’s m a i n  demands. 
Stressing tha t lack o f job  oppor­
tun ities was the most pressing 
concern of Negroes, he demanded: 
Tokenism in  a ll industries and 
unions must be ended; a represen­
ta tive quota of Negroes be hired 
at a ll levels in  a ll departments of 
public and priva te  employment; 
contractors be required to h ire  a 
fu ll complement of apprentices; 
and tha t an agreed-on quota of 
these be Negroes; unions that dis­
crim inate lose the ir priv ileged 
positions fo r the ir members in  the 
c ity ’s trade schools. He pointed to 
the p rin ting , insurance, movie 
theatre, and cu lina ry  fie lds as 
special areas of attack on job  dis­
crim ination.

In  housing Dr. Burbridge de­
manded at least 500 units of pub­
lic  housing scattered throughout 
the c ity ; an end to displacing Ne­
groes to bu ild  high priced apart­
ments; and Negro representation 
on the Housing Commission. He 
also called fo r Negro representa­
tion  on the C iv il Service, F ire  
and a ll other c ity  commissions.

Besides ca lling  fo r fu l l  in tegra­
tion of a ll schools, demands in  the

fo r passing out handbills o r ca rry­
ing picket placards.

Under the circumstances, the 
federal prosecution can be in te r­
preted only as a message to the 
Southern racists tha t they may 
proceed w ith  im m un ity  in  the ir 
“ legal”  campaign to fram e up 
those sections o f the movement 
w hich have been m ilita n t enough 
to embarrass the Kennedy adm in­
istration.

W hite-supremacist o ffic ia ls in  
D anville , Va., have also been ex­
trem ely bold in  th e ir campaign to 
smash the c iv il-r ig h ts  movement. 
The authorities there boast tha t 
offic ia ls from  other Southern cities 
and towns are now v is iting  Dan­
v ille  to study the methods being 
used against the Negro demon­
strators.

AMERICUS, Ga., Aug. 9 — 
Three fie ld  secretaries of the S tu­
dent N onviolent Coordinating 
Committee are being held here on 
$43, 000 ba il each. The three, who 
have been w ork ing  on SNCC’s 
Southwest Georgia pro ject were 
ja iled  last n igh t w ith  tw o local 
Negroes a fte r Sumter, County 
S heriff Chappell shot 15 times 
over the heads of 300 Negroes 
leaving a mass meeting. The three 
who are charged w ith  attem pting 

to incite  insurrection—are Donald 
H arris, a Negro of New Y o rk  C ity ; 
John Perdew, a w h ite  of Denver, 
Colo.; and Ralph A llen  of M el­
rose, Mass. H arris  was beaten by 
police.

Photo by Robert Greger

“B EFO R E I ’L L  BE A  S L A V E . .  P icket sings as cop arrests 
him  for try ing  to stop truck  from  entering Downstate Medical 
Center construction site in  Brooklyn. Repudiating m inisters’ agree­
m ent ending demonstrations in  exchange fo r Gov. Rockefeller’s 
promise to enforce an ti-job -b ias legislation, CORE continues to 
picket. Activists on the line call ministers’ agreement a “sell 
out. ” CORE used sound trucks in  Negro com m unity to compile 
list of 56 skilled Negro construction workers and is now calling  
on state, city and union officials to find  jobs fo r them.

fie ld  of education centered on l i ly -  
w hite  te x t books tha t ignored 
Negroes’ contribution to Am erica; 
teachers w ho used in flam m atory 
rac ia l language before students; 
and the low  vocational aims many 
school counsellors o ffe r to  Negro 
youth.

D r. Burbridge pointed to the 
electoral system tha t makes i t  a l­
most impossible to elect Negroes 
to the San Francisco Board of 
supervisors; and to the racist at­
titude  of the c ity ’s cops. “ No more 
police dogs! ”  he demanded.

Want Confrontation
We w il l  present these demands 

in  a fo rm al confrontation w ith  
representatives of San Francisco’s 
power structure, D r. B urbridge 
declared. He explained tha t a ll 
Negro organizations had rejected 
M ayor Christopher’s proposal fo r 
a series of separate meetings of 
business, civic, and c iv il  rights 
leaders because there w ould have 
been no confrontation between 
Negro leaders and those who had 
the power to move things in  San 
Francisco.

M ayor Christopher h im self drew 
the scorn of the U nited Freedom 
Movement. One speaker noted tha t 
a man who hires one single Negro 
in  his da iry  business only after 
mass pressure has been applied, 
and when he is up fo r election at 
that, is not a man to be trusted in 
the fie ld  of c iv il rights.

D r. Carleton B. Goodlet, editor 
of the Sun-Reporter, expressed 
the mood of San Francisco Ne­
groes. “ We are a united move­
ment, ”  he declared; “ We are de­
veloping a new young leadership. 
We don’t  w an t to  displace the old 
leadership, bu t we w ant them to 
lead. I f  they w ont lead, then don’t 
le t them h inder us. We are on our 
w ay! ”

BRO W NSVILLE, Tenn. — Po­
lice here used tear gas, acid, cat­
tle  prods, sticks and fists to break 
up a group of Haywood County 
Negroes who tr ied  to demonstrate 
against unemployment here Aug.
5.  E ric Weinberger, a w h ite  man 
who has been w ork ing  w ith  the 
Haywood County movement since 
early 1962, was among those at­
tacked and he received the worst 
in juries, though he did not resist. 
Two th irds of his body were 
touched by the acid solution, and 
he suffered dog bites on the face. 
Some of the sores have become 
infected. W einberger spent a 
month in  ja il fasting in  M ay and 
June after being arrested w ith  nine 
others who took up the Freedom 
W alk of W illia m  Moore, the post­

man murdered in  Alabama.
W einberger helped a group of 

Negro women here —  who suf­
fered economic reprisals when 
they registered to vote —  to set 
up a leather bag, be lt and b i l l ­
fo ld  industry. The women call 
themselves the Haywood H andi- 
crafters, 307 W. M argin St., 
B row nsville , Tenn.

D A N V ILLE , Va., Aug. 8 — 
Seven c iv il-r ig h ts  workers were 
arrested this afternoon after they 
celebrated a C ourt of Appeals 
decision void ing a D anville  o r­
dinance and in junction  w hich 
proh ib ited demonstrations. H und­
reds of arrests had been made 
under the in junction.

The seven, inc lud ing Robert

Zellner, a fie ld  secretary fo r the 
Student N onvio lent Coordinating 
Committee, were dragged from  
the offices o f the D anville  Chris­
tian  Progressive Association. They 
were charged w ith  resisting arrest, 
d isorderly conduct and vio la tion  
o f the in junction  the court had 
jus t voided. Members of CORE 
and the Southern C hristian Lead­
ership Conference were also 
among those arrested.

Governor Refuses to D rop 
Monroe, N . C., 'K idnap' Case

A n  appeal by defense attorney’s 
Conrad Lynn  and W illiam  K ün ­
stler of New Y o rk  fo r a meeting 
to discuss disposing of the now 
tw o-year-o ld  Monroe “ k idnap”  
case, has been rejected by N orth  
Carolina Gov. Te rry  Sanford.

The fram e-up kidnap case re ­
sulted from  preparations by Mon­
roe’s Negro com m unity to defend

itse lf from  K K K  thugs on Aug. 
27, 1961, fo llow ing  police-encour­
aged rio ting  by thousands of w hite  
supremacists against Freedom 
Riders and Negro pickets who 
were protesting against segrega­
tion in  downtown Monroe.

Indictm ents, w hich carry man­
datory 20 years to life  sentences, 
were brought against Robert F. 
W illiam s, local NAACP president 
who was forced to fin d  refuge in  
Cuba from  a national “ shoot to 
k i l l ”  m anhunt; John Low ry, 21, 
a w h ite  Freedom R ider from  New 
Y ork ; R ichard Crowder, 20, and 
H arold Reape, 18, both Monroe 
c iv il righ ts leaders; and Mrs. Mae 
M allory, now figh ting  extrad ition  
from  Ohio.

In  his le tter, A tto rney Lynn  
called Sanford’s attention to an 
artic le  in  the Monroe Journal last 
spring which reported tha t 999 out 
of 1, 000 people in  the area w ould 
welcome a dropping of the case, 
Lynn  said.

Gov. Sanford replied by ex­
pressing his confidence in  the 
“ fairness”  o f the notoriously racist 
Monroe courts.

Contributions to help fig h t th is 
fram e-up may be sent to: Com­
m ittee to A id  the Monroe De­
fendants, 168 W. 23rd St., New 
Y ork  11, N. Y.

N. Y. Cops Testing 
Tranquilizer Guns
NEW YO RK —  The police de­

partm ent here is considering using 
tranqu ilize r guns on humans to 
control “ mobs. ”  The gun, w hich 
can sink a hypodermic needle in  
a target 75 yards away, is now 
used in  catching animals fo r 
zoos and in  subduing those re­
qu iring  medication.

The gun comes in  r if le  and 
pistol models and several kinds of 
drugs can be used in  i t  —  to in ­
duce instant sleep, b ring  pain 
s im ila r to a wasp sting, o r induce 
immediate nausea.

Dr. Steven McCloy, chief sur­
geon o f the police department, 
said ba llis tic  tests are now being 
made on the weapon and th is w il l  
be fo llowed by tests on animals. 
“ The decision to use i t  on hu­
mans, ”  he said, “ w il l  have to be 
made la te r by the police commis­
sioner. ”

Palm er Chemical &  Equipm ent 
Co., m anufacturer o f the gun, 
says i t  has received inqu iries from  
hundreds o f sm aller police depart­
ments, bu t they are w a iting  fo r 
the gun to be tested by a larger 
c ity  police force.

Dr. Shelton Feurt, who helped 
develop the weapon, is conferring 
w ith  New Y ork  police on the ir 
possible use of it. He’s ve ry  enthu­
siastic about the pro ject bu t favors 
a physician being present when 
the gun is used on crowds. A p ­
parently jealous of c ra ft preroga­
tives, he says the responsib ility 
fo r adm inistering drugs belongs 
to a physician.

B u t maybe i f  the need is press­
ing, the A M A  w il l  deputize the 
cops as M . D. ’s.Robert F . W illiam s


