
The Aug. 28 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom —  I t  was the biggest c iv il-righ ts  demonstration the Capital ever saw.
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Continued US Aid in Vietnam 
Refutes ‘Freedom Fight’ Lie

By Steve Graham

In Wake of Capital March: 
No Let-Up in Rights Battle

In  the face o f grow ing w orld  
protests against the b ru ta lity  of 
the Ngo D inh Diem regime in  
South V ietnam , the Kennedy ad­
m in is tra tion  is fra n tica lly  maneu­
vering to dissociate itse lf from  the 
worst excesses of that regime. But 
these efforts reek of hypocrisy. 
Washington backed Diem fo r years 
w ithou t qualms. I t  even planned 
and set up his system of concen­
tra tion  camps, supplied h im  w ith  
U.S. manned and machine-gunning 
helicopters, napalm bombs, pois­
onous chemicals, —  even police 
dogs, those famous American con­
tribu tions to “ democracy.”

I t  was only when the courageous 
and dram atic protest of the South 
Vietnamese Buddhists aroused the 
w orld  and the savage reprisal 
raids on Buddhist temples shocked 
i t  in to  anger, that Kennedy broke 
silence, denounced Diem and be­
gan to seek means of re furb ishing 
or replacing the regime there.

For example, Washington makes 
a great point of b lam ing Diem’s 
brother Nhu and Mme. Nhu fo r 
the Aug. 21 raids and imposition 
of m artia l law. This is to give 
D iem an out. K ick  out your b ro­
ther and placate the Buddhists, 
says Kennedy, and we can go on 
p laying ball.

B u t so fa r Diem feels strong 
enough to buck Washington. He 
refuses to make his brother a 
scapegoat and fears tha t any con­
cessions to the Buddhists would 
endanger his to ta lita rian  rule. 
Moreover, he knows Washington 
w il l  not crush h im  by the only 
certain means i t  has — tha t is, 
pu lling  out U.S. troops and f i ­
nancial aid. Such a step would 
mean losing the area to the peas­
ant guerrillas.

Washington is fo llow ing  another 
maneuver, fish ing  fo r Vietnamese 
arm y officers who w ould over­
th row  D iem  and play better ba ll 
w ith  the U.S. By o ffic ia lly  absolv­
ing the Vietnamese army o f com­
p lic ity  in  the Aug. 21 raids — 
w hether i t  was so or not —  Wash­
ington is serving notice that i t  w il l  
whitewash as “ democratic”  and

“ re lig iously to le ran t”  any m ilita ry  
group tha t replaces Diem.

The Diem fam ily , figh ting  back 
against th is tactic, published 
charges on Sept. 2 tha t the U.S. 
Central In telligence Agency had 
planned a coup against the Diem 
government on Aug. 28 bu t post­
poned i t  when the d ic ta tor got 
w ind  of i t  and prepared to fight. 
I t  claimed tha t the C IA  had spent 
$10 to $20 m illion  in  bribes and 
other expenditures organizing the 
coup.

Washington o ffic ia ls denied the 
(Continued on Page 4)

B y  Constance Weissman
A  sensational revelation has 

jus t been made w hich should 
cause an immediate void ing of the 
verdicts in  the tr ia l o f the B lack 
Muslims convicted last June in 
Los Angeles. So serious are these 
new facts tha t they call fo r an 
investigation of the tr ia l presided 
over by Judge David Coleman and 
of the Los Angeles police depart­
ment.

S ix women members and a l­
ternates of the a ll-w h ite  ju ry  
w hich sat on the case to ld Judge 
Coleman tha t they “ do not th ink  
justice was done.”  According to 
the Aug. 22 C aliforn ia  Eagle, the 
six spoke of “ pressure,”  “ confu­
sion,”  “ wrong decisions”  and 
“ intolerance.”  They said tha t on 
tw o occasions, policemen ques­
tioned the honesty o f Negroes in 
the presence of the ju ry , once 
w h ile  the ju ry  was actually de­
libe ra ting  its verdict.

The tr ia l ended on June 14, after 
18 days of deliberation by the 
ju ry . On Ju ly  6, the six ju ro rs  ob­
tained a priva te  meeting w ith  
Judge Coleman, who had then 
not yet pronounced sentences. 
They presented h im  w ith  a le tter 
pleading fo r  lenient sentences.

By George Lavan
Where does the Negro people’s 

fig h t fo r equality stand now tha t 
the March on Washington has 
passed in to  history?

The Aug. 28 march, the largest 
demonstration Washington has 
ever seen, commanded the atten­
tion of the whole country —  in ­
deed, of the whole w orld. Between
200,000 and 250,000 people — 
about 90 per cent of them Negro
— made a sacrifice of tim e and 
money to journey to the nation ’s 
capita l on a w ork  day to register 
by the ir physical presence the de­
mand fo r freedom and jobs. This 
was eloquent and dram atic testi­
mony of the ir feelings and the ir 
potentia l power.

B u t despite th is tremendous out­
pouring, nothing concrete appears 
to have changed in  the oppressed 
position of the Negro people in  
th is country. Consider the news 
events since.

The day after the march 25 
more Negro demonstrators were 
arrested by the bruta l, racist cops 
of D anville, Va.

They said tha t because of “ the 
conflic ting  testimony, provocative 
circumstances and the indiscretion 
of mostly a ll parties to the t r ia l”  
i t  had been “ d iff ic u lt i f  not im ­
possible”  fo r them to always 
“ m aintain the highest degree of 
comprehension.”

M alcolm  X

On Aug. 30 a rio tin g  mob of 
hundreds in  Folcro ft, Pa., pelted 
and cursed a Negro couple which 
had bought a home in  that pre­
viously l ily -w h ite  neighborhood.

More D anville  Negroes were 
ja iled Aug. 30. In  W illiam ston, 
N.C., teachers accused the police of 
“ gross b ru ta lity ”  against 400 Ne­
gro school children who were pro­
testing the earlie r arrest of eleven 
demonstrators. In  Americus, Ga., 
where three Negroes face death 
sentences fo r demonstrating in 
v io la tion  of a p re -C iv il W ar 
statute, 32 more freedom fighters 
were arrested.

On Aug. 31, police in  St. A u ­
gustine, Fla., used dogs and elec­
tr ic  cattle prods on Negroes seek­
ing service at drug-store lunch 
counters.

On Sept. 1 state troopers and 
she riff’s deputies, mounted on 
horseback and using cattle prods 
and tear gas, routed and pursued
1,000 Negro paraders in  P la- 
quemine, La.

In  Chicago Negroes resumed 
demonstrations against the tra ile r

On Ju ly  16, ten days later, w ith ­
out m entioning the le tte r or the 
v is it to h im  o f the jurors, Judge 
Coleman handed down harsh sen­
tences. Instead of declaring a mis­
tr ia l, he imposed one-to-ten year 
sentences on fou r o f the defend­
ants; five  years probation w ith  the 
stipu la tion that the f irs t year be 
spent in  ja il  on four; 90 days in 
ja il  and five  years probation on 
two; and one defendant, who was 
shot by  the cops and is paralyzed 
from  the waist down, was put on 
probation fo r fo u r years. Beyond 
reach of the police fram e-up and 
harsh sentence was Ronald L. 
Stokes, the 29-year-old temple 
secretary, who was k ille d  by the 
cops during the ir savage shooting 
spree.

Disclosure of the repentant ju r ­
ors’ action was made by John 
H art, a news analyst on K N X T - 
TV  in Los Angeles. He said tha t 
three of the ju ro rs  had agreed to 
come on his program, bu t then 
backed out because they were 
afra id  o f “ re ta lia tion .”  H a rt quot­
ed one, Mrs. Josephine Byrne, as 
saying, “ I do not th in k  justice 
was done.”  She reportedly stated 
that because of the pressure of 

(Continued on Page 6)

schoolrooms being installed in  the 
black ghetto to avert the transfer 
o f Negro children to adjacent, 
white, school d istricts where 
there are empty classrooms. Mean­
while, neighborhood Negro lead­
ers announced plans fo r c ityw ide  
protest actions against widespread 
school segregation in  the city.

On Sept. 2 Gov. Wallace of 
Alabama used state troopers to 
prevent carry ing out of token 
integration ordered by the courts.

On Sept. 4 in  B irm ingham , Ala., 
the home of Negro c iv il-r ig h ts  at­
torney A rth u r L. Shores was 
bombed fo r the second tim e in  
tw o weeks. Police attacked Ne­
groes draw n to the scene by the 
blast, opened fire  on them, wound­
ing several and k ill in g  one —• 
shot through the back of the 
neck. Three B irm ingham  schools 
w hich had registered several Ne­
gro students the previous, day 
bowed to Gov. W allace’s order 
and closed.

The lis t could be elaborated, 
but there is enough to show tha t 
the situation in  th is p a rt o f the 
“ free w o rld ”  hasn’t  tang ib ly 
changed from  w hat i t  was before 
the March on Washington.

B u t i f  state and c ity  officia ls, 
the ir cops, school boards, etc., are 
behaving p re tty  much as they did 
before —  possibly even more 
b ru ta lly , i t  should not be over­
looked that the Negroes are dem­
onstrating as m ilita n tly  as before
— possibly in  larger numbers.

B u t i f  the great March hasn’t  
altered the pattern of d iscrim ina- 

(Continued on Page 3)
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Why Speech 
Of John Lewis 
Was Censored
The best speech at the March 

on Washington was never de liv ­
ered. That was the speech pre­
pared by John Lew is, chairman 
o f the Student N onvio lent Co­
o rd ina ting  Committee, w h ich  ap­
pears in  fu l l  in  the adjoining 
columns.

Catholic Archbishop O’Boyle of 
Washington, D.C., w ho had been 
Inv ited  to give the invocation, read 
an advance copy of the speech and 
threatened to w a lk  o ff the p la t­
fo rm  i f  i t  was delivered.

To the ir everlasting shame the 
top c iv il-r ig h ts  offic ia ls, w ith  
W a lte r Reuther reportedly p laying 
a prom inent role, censored parts 
o f the SNCC leader’s speech and 
dictated a re w ritin g  of other parts.

I f  the March leaders had had 
the courage, w hich i t  w i l l  take to 
w in  fu l l  equality fo r  the Negro 
people in  th is country, they w ould 
no t have yielded to Archbishop 
O ’Boyle’s arrogant demand.

Claimed Objection 
The New Y ork Times account 

o f the censoring o f Lew is ’ speech, 
undoubtedly re flecting the ve r­
sion O’Boyle and the g u ilty  c iv il-  
r igh ts  leaders w ish circulated, 
makes out tha t the p rinc ipa l ob­
jection was to an analogy to 
Sherman’s march through the 
South. This is an obvious sub­
terfuge. The objection was to 
Lew is ’ b lun t criticism s of K en­
nedy and the Democratic Party. 
T hat is w hy the statement tha t the 
Republicans and Democrats had 
“ betrayed”  was stricken out, as 
was the declaration of non-sup­
p o rt of Kennedy’s c iv il-r ig h ts  
b ills .

SNCC, the organization Lew is 
heads and fo r w hich he was 
speaking, is in  the foremost f ir in g  
line  of the c iv il-r ig h ts  battle. 
SNCC’s members, m ostly from  the 
102 Negro colleges in  the South, 
are among the bravest and most 
se lf-sacrific ing people in  the 
country. They have to the ir credit 
probably more arrests and ja il  
sentences fo r the cause than a ll 
other c iv il-r ig h ts  organizations 
combined. These people have 
risked the ir lives innumerable 
times. T he ir bodies are covered 
w ith  scars of the battle. They have 
won the rig h t to have the ir 
spokesman say w hat they w ant 
h im  to say, w ithou t any in te r­
ference.

Speech that SNCC Leader 
Had Planned for D.C. March

Reuther

NEW YORK 
Just Back from CUBA— Hear Charles 

P. Howard, Sr., correspondent for Afro- 
American and Muhammad Speaks re­
port on Freedom, Justice and Equality 
—  Cuban Style. Fri., Sept. 13, 8:30 p.m. 
Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Ave. Contrib. $1 
(students, 50c.) Ausp. M ilitan t Labor 
Forum.

[The following is the text of the 
speech SNCC Chairman John 
Lewis was prevented from deliv­
ering at the March on Wash­
ington.]

We march today fo r jobs and 
freedom, b u t we have nothing to 
be proud of. For hundreds and 
thousands of our brothers are not 
here. They have no money fo r 
th e ir transportation, fo r they are 
receiving starvation wages —  or 
no wages, at all.

In  good conscience, we cannot 
support the adm in istra tion ’s c iv il 
rights b ill, fo r i t  is too lit t le , and 
too late. There’s not one th ing  in 
the b il l  tha t w il l  protect our peo­
ple from  police b ru ta lity .

This b il l  w i l l  no t protect young 
children and old women from  
police dogs and fire  hoses, fo r 
engaging in peaceful demonstra­
tions. This b il l  w il l  not protect the 
citizens in  D anville , V irg in ia , who 
m ust live  in  constant fear in  a 
police state. This b i l l  w il l  not 
protect the hundreds of people 
who have been arrested on 
trum ped-up charges. W hat about 
the three young men in  Americus, 
Georgia, who face the death pen­
a lty  fo r engaging in  peaceful 
protest?

The voting section of th is b i l l  
w il l  not help thousands of black 
citizens who w ant to  vote. I t  w il l  
not help the citizens o f Mississip­
pi, of Alabama, and Georgia, who 
are qua lified  to vote, bu t lack a 
s ix th  grade education. “ One man, 
one vote,”  is the A frica n  cry. I t  
is ours, too. ( I t  must be ours.)

People have been forced to leave 
the ir homes because they dared to 
exercise the ir r ig h t to  register to 
vote. W hat is in the b il l  tha t w il l  
protect the homeless and starving 
people of th is nation? W hat is 
there in  this b i l l  to insure the 
equality of a maid who earns $5 
a week in the home of a fam ily  
whose income is $100,000 a year?

For the f irs t tim e in  100 years 
th is nation is being awakened to 
the fact tha t segregation is ev il 
and tha t i t  must be destroyed in 
a ll forms. Y our presence today 
proves that you have been aroused 
to the po in t o f action.

We are now involved in  a seri­
ous revolution. This nation is s till 
a place of cheap po litica l leaders 
who bu ild  the ir careers on im m ora l 
compromises and a lly  themselves 
w ith  open forms of po litica l, eco­
nomic and social exploitation. 
W hat po litica l leader here can 
stand up and say “ M y pa rty  is the 
pa rty  of princip les” ? The party  of 
Kennedy is also the party  of East­
land. The pa rty  of Javits is also 
the party  o f Goldwater. W here is 
our party?

In  some parts of the South we 
w ork  in  the fie lds from  sun-up to 
sun-down fo r $12 a week. In  A l­
bany, Georgia, n ine of our leaders 
have been indicted not by  D ix ie - 
crats b u t by the Federal Govern­
ment fo r  peaceful protest. B u t 
w ha t did the Federal Government 
do when A lbany ’s Deputy S heriff 
beat A tto rney C. B. K in g  and le ft 
h im  half-dead? W hat d id the Fed­
eral Government do when local 
police o ffic ia ls kicked and assault­
ed the pregnant w ife  of S later 
K ing , and she lost her baby?

I t  seems to me tha t the A lbany 
ind ictm ent is pa rt of a conspiracy 
on the pa rt o f the Federal Gov­
ernm ent and local politic ians in  
the interest of expediency.

Moreover, we have learned — 
and you should know  —  since we 
are here fo r Jobs and Freedom — 
that w ith in  the past ten days a 
spokesman fo r the A dm in is tra tion  
appeared in  a secret session be­
fore the committee tha t’s w rit in g  
the c iv il-r ig h ts  b i l l  and opposed 
and has almost k ille d  a provision 
tha t w ould have guaranteed in  
vo ting  suits, fo r the f irs t time, a 
fa ir  federal d is tr ic t judge. And, I  
m igh t add, th is A dm in istra tion 's 
b ill,  o r any other c iv il-r ig h ts  b il l
—  as the 1960 c iv il-r ig h ts  act —  
w il l  be to ta lly  worthless when

T H E  NATIONAL PICKET LINEL

John Lewis

administered by racist judges, 
many of whom have been con­
sistently appointed by President 
Kennedy.

I  w ant to know, w hich side is 
the Federal Government on?

The revo lu tion is at hand, and 
we must free ourselves o f the 
chains of po litica l and economic 
slavery. The non-v io len t revo lu­
tion is saying, “ We w il l  not w a it 
fo r  the courts to act, fo r we have 
been w a iting  fo r hundreds of 
years. We w il l  not w a it fo r the 
President, the Justice Department, 
nor Congress, bu t we w il l  take 
matters in to  our own hands and 
create a source o f power, outside 
o f any national structure tha t 
could and w ould assure us a Vic­
to ry .”  To those who have said, “ Be 
patient and w a it,”  we must say 
that, “ Patience is a d ir ty  and 
nasty w ord.”  We cannot be pa­
tient, we do not w ant to be free 
gradually, we w ant our freedom, 
and we w ant it  now. We cannot 
depend on any po litica l party, fo r 
both the Democrats and the Re­
publicans have betrayed the basic 
principles of the Declaration of 
Independence.

We a ll recognize the fact tha t 
i f  any rad ica l social, po litica l and 
economic changes are to take place 
in our society, the people, the 
masses, must b ring  them about. 
In  the struggle we m ust seek more 
than more c iv il rights; we must 
w ork fo r the com m unity o f love, 
peace and true brotherhood. Our 
minds, souls, and hearts cannot 
rest u n til freedom and justice ex­
ist fo r a ll the people.

The revo lu tion is a serious one. 
M r. Kennedy is try in g  to take the 
revo lu tion out of the street and 
pu t i t  in  the courts. L isten M r. 
Kennedy, L isten M r. Congressmen, 
L isten fe llow  citizens, the black 
masses are on the march fo r jobs 
and freedom, and we m ust say to 
the politic ians tha t there w on’t  be 
a “ coo ling-o ff”  period.

A l l  o f us must get in  the rev­
o lution. Get in  and stay in  the 
streets o f every c ity , every v illage 
and every ham let o f th is nation, 
u n til true  Freedom comes, u n til 
the revolution is complete. In  the 
Delta of Mississippi, in  southwest 
Georgia, in  Alabama, Harlem , 
Chicago, D etro it, Philadelphia 
and a ll over this nation. The' black 
masses are on the march!

We w on’t stop now. A ll  o f the 
forces of Eastland, Barnett, W al­
lace, and Thurm ond won’t  stop 
th is revolution. The tim e w il l  come 
when we w il l  not confine our 
marching to Washington. We w il l  
march through the South, through 
the H eart of D ix ie , the w ay Sher­
man did. We shall pursue our own 
“ scorched earth”  po licy and burn 
J im  Crow to the ground —  non- 
v io len tly . We shall fragm ent the 
South in to  a thousand pieces and 
pu t them back together in  the 
image of democracy. We w i l l  make 
the action o f the past few  months 
look petty. And I  say to you, 
W A K E  UP AM ERICA!

The Railroad Labor bill passed 
by Congress to head o ff a na­
tional s trike  on Aug. 28 is the 
most flag ran t move to hamstring 
organized labor since passage 
o f the K ennedy-Landrum -G riffin  
law. For the f irs t tim e in  U.S. his­
tory, i t  has legalized compulsory 
a rb itra tion  and in  effect outlaws 
the righ t to strike.

The main features of the law, 
w hich was rushed through con­
gress ju s t hours before ra ilroad 
workers were scheduled to strike, 
are as follows: 1) An a rb itra tion  
board is set up consisting of two 
members from  the unions and two 
from  the ra ilroad carriers ’ associa­
tion. Together they w il l  select 
three “ neutra l”  members, making 
a tota l of seven. I f  they cannot 
agree on the “ neutrals,”  President 
Kennedy w il l  appoint them. 3) 
The board w il l  have 90 days to 
reach agreement on main issues 
in  dispute. These are the carriers’ 
allegation of featherbedding which 
they intend to elim inate by laying 
o ff some 37,000 firem en and addi­
tional thousands o f tra in  crew­
men. 3) The decision on these 
two disputes w il l  not go in to  ef­
fect fo r an additional 60 days du r­
ing which “ secondary”  issues like  
wages, conditions, etc., w i l l  be 
negotiated. 4) Should the com­
pulsory a rb itra tion  board ru le  in  
favor of the carriers, the company 
w ould have another 30 strike-free  
days in  w hich to begin laying o ff 
workers before the law  expires. 
5) D uring  the s ix-m onth period 
the law  is in  effect, i t  is illega l 
to strike. Another provision o f the 
law  is tha t the a rb itra tion  board’s 
decisions on the tw o main issues 
in  dispute are b ind ing and i t  w il l  
be illega l to s trike  against said 
decisions fo r tw o years from  the 
date of the law ’s passage. Rank- 
and -file  ra il workers w il l  not have 
the r ig h t of voting to accept or 
re ject the a rb itra tion  board’s fin d ­
ing.

I t  should be noted tha t ever 
since the ra ilroad carriers started 
the ir job-slashing campaign almost 
five  years ago one o f the princ ipa l 
activ ities of the ra ilroad  union 
leaders has been to conduct ex­
pensive lobbying in  Washington 
in  the hope o f w inn ing  “ friends”  
fo r the ir po in t of view. On Aug. 
28 they got the ir answer. The 
vote fo r the unprecedented an ti­
union Railroad Labor B il l  in  the 
U.S. Senate was 90 to 2 and in  
the House 286 to 66.

A FL-C IO  President G e o r g e  
Meany, ILG W U  president David 
Dubinsky, Democratic Mayor Ro­
bert Wagner and Republican Gov­
ernor Nelson Rockefeller marched 
at the head of th is year’s Labor 
Day parade in New Y o rk  C ity  and 
then watched the rest from  the 
review ing stand. Despite the fea­
tured appearance o f this motley 
crew o f “ labor-statesmen”  and 
“ friends of labor,”  only 103,000 
paraded compared to tw ice tha t 
number in  the last parade held 
in  1961.

Declin ing ran k-a n d -file  partic ­
ipation caused the Wayne County 
A FL-C IO  Council to ca ll o ff this 
year’s D etro it Labor Day parade 
fo r the f irs t tim e since W orld 
W ar I.

UAW  International representa­
tives agreed to a settlement w ith  
o ffic ia ls o f the Ford Stamping 
P lant in  Chicago Heights, 111., fo l­
low ing an eight-day strike. The 
strike  had been called fo llow ing  
the company’s refusal to settle 
more than 200 health-and-safety 
grievances. The company re­
ported ly agreed to put a fu ll- t im e  
union safety o ffice r in  the plant, 
bu t i t  is s ti l l  not clear how many 
grievances are settled. Not pa rt of 
the settlement is the fate o f 16 un­
ion men fire d  by the company in

an earlier “ w ildca t”  strike. Among 
these was Local 588 President 
Bernard Fox who took the unusual 
(fo r modern-day union “ leaders” ) 
step of supporting the rank and 
f ile  during  the ir “ unauthorized”  
walkout. U AW  offic ia ls, headed by 
W alter Reuther, feared a “ revo lt”  
in  the ranks against the In te rna­
tiona l union and apparently went 
along w ith  the f ir in g  o f the local 
president. This is the on ly ex­
planation fo r the ir action of plac­
ing James A. Hanby, an In te rna­
tiona l representative, in  position 
of adm inistrator of the local fo l­
low ing the f ir in g  o f Bernard Fox 
last May.

The Canadian Power Plant 
Worker, o ffic ia l newspaper o f the 
Canadian U nion of Operating En­
gineers, reports that fo u r local 
unions of the In te rna tiona l B ro th ­
erhood o f Pulp, Sulphite and Pa­
per M il l  workers have decided to 
fo rm  a new union called the Pulp 
and Paper W orkers of Canada. 
Some reasons given fo r th is sp lit 
o f more than 1,000 workers are 
“ the bureaucratic' mismanagement 
and autocratic airs of the in te rna­
tiona l despots”  and “ lack of dem­
ocratic representation.”  The re­
port added tha t the In te rnationa l 
leaders had acted “ as though both 
the organization and the treasury 
were personal possessions.”

Baseball star Mickey Mantle of
the N.Y. Yankees is on the w rong 
side in  a labor dispute in  Joplin, 
Mo. He is president of a company 
holding a franchise on the Holiday 
Inn  M otel w hich is being picketed 
by Local 135 o f the Hotel and 
Restaurant Employees, which is 
figh ting  fo r union recognition. 
Plans are under way to give out 
union leaflets at a ll Yankee games 
in  w hich M antle plays.

The basic problem o f the Negro 
people is unemployment according 
to Teamster president James H o f- 
fa. Speaking at a meeting in  M in ­
neapolis on Aug. 22, he said the 
March On Washington would not 
solve this problem. Stressing the 
need fo r labor partic ipation in  na­
tiona l politics H offa  condemned 
Congress fo r not having this rep­
resentation, and urged support fo r 
D R IVE (Democrat Republican In ­
dependent Voter Education). This 
is the Teamsters plan to support 
“ friends”  of labor in  the tw in  boss 
parties.

Outside the meeting a Socialist 
Workers Party leafle t was being 
d istributed. I t  urged a ll-o u t Team­
ster support to the March on 
Washington and independent po­
lit ic a l action by the labor and 
c iv il-r ig h ts  movement. R eferring 
in  his speech to the SWP leaflet 
d istributors, H offa  said tha t the 
fu tu re  choice fo r the workers 
would be “ them or us.”

Hoffa
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A M I L I T A N T  I N T E R V I E W

Two Students Who Defied Cuba Travel Ban Tell Story
By George Saunders

NEW YO RK — Three days after 
th e ir re tu rn  to the U.S., a young 
couple who had been pa rt of the 
student group w hich visited Cuba 
this summer, gave The M ilita n t 
an in te rv iew . C lin t and Dee 
Jencks, 19 and 18 respectively, of 
San Francisco, were, in  fact, eager 
to get a tru th fu l story prin ted. A n  
Aug. 28 UPI dispatch from  M adrid 
had done a ye llow -journa lism , 
hatchet-job on C lin t — even fab­
rica ting  anti-Cuban “ quotes”  from  
h im  — and he was anxious to set 
the record straight.

Accompanying the UPI story 
from  M adrid  was a telephoto 
showing C lin t getting a shave and 
ha ircu t. The story itse lf invented 
such statements from  h im  as, “ The 
people of Cuba never lived worse 
than they do now.”  The impres­
sion the story was designed to 
convey was that C lin t had idolized 
F ide l Castro but, after seeing 
Cuba, was shedding his “ illusions”  
w ith  his beard.

How had the U P I managed to 
fake such a story when Clint was 
such an. enthusiastic supporter of 
the Cuban Revolution?

“ I  was in  a barber shop in  our 
M adrid  hotel getting a shave and 
ha ircu t when a U PI photographer 
saw me. He raced in, saying, ‘May 
I  take pictures?’ and went click, 
c lick, click.

“ He kept try in g  to ask me po­
lit ic a l questions, although I  to ld 
h im  our group’s po licy was not to 
make any po litica l statements be­
fore our re turn, when we would 
hold a press conference. I  to ld 
h im  I  w ould  give h im  a personal 
impression of the Cuban theater, 
since m y interests had once been 
in  tha t d irection. (The UPI dis­
patches garbled tha t in to  m y being 
a ‘theater m ajor in  Louisiana’ —  
I  was bom  there, bu t I ’m  a psy­
chology m ajor at San Francisco 
State College.)

“ As fo r the beard, I  wore one 
long before going to Cuba. And 
I  shaved because I ’l l  need a job  to 
help get through school th is 
semester. Besides, I ’l l  be w anting 
to te ll conservative people about 
Cuba and I ’l l  get a better hearing 
i f  I ’m clean shaven.”

How did you two get interested 
in the trip?

“ We attended a ta lk  by Lev i 
Laub, a spokesman fo r the Stu­
dent Committee fo r Trave l to 
Cuba, at San Francisco State. 
When he explained i t  was feasible 
to make the tr ip  w ithou t losing 
your passport and since we w ant­
ed to see fo r ourselves w hat Cuba 
was like , we decided to go. P art of 
our reason was to learn how psy­
chology is doing in  Cuba. We met 
a Cuban student of psychology

N.Y. Meet to Hear 
Students on Cuba

N E W  Y O R K  —  The S tu ­
dent Com m ittee fo r T rave l to 
Cuba, w hich sponsored the 
visit o f 58 students to Cuba 
this summer, w ill  hold a pub­
lic m eeting Sunday, Sept. 15, 
at 2:15 P .M . in  Tow n H a ll, 
113 West 43 Street. The  
m eeting, on the theme “Cuba 
1963: A n  Eyewitness Report,” 
w ill feature a panel discus­
sion by the students on the ir 
impressions of Cuba. M od­
erator w ill  be independent 
journalist I .  F . Stone. Present 
as guest speakers w ill be 
Carleton Beals, authority  on 
L a tin  A m e r i c a ,  M axw ell 
Geismar, lite ra ry  historian  
and Trum an Nelson, novelist 
of the abolitionist movement. 
Tickets are available fo r $1 
or $2.50 by calling O X  5-2863 
in  N ew  York.

C linton Jencks, Jr.

and so, in  fact, were able to do 
this.”

Did you fear any reprisals for 
making the trip?

“ A ny fears we had were over­
ridden by our sense o f respon­
s ib ility , as citizens under a pre­
sumed democracy, to in fo rm  our­
selves. A  citizen can’t  s it back and 
consider him self in te lligen t i f  he 
ju s t accepts the rum ors and press 
reports he gets on candidates and 
issues. The issue here is foreign 
policy re la ting  to Cuba. Having 
seen the contradictions of the press 
on Cuba, we fe lt the only way to 
in fo rm  ourselves e ffective ly  was 
to go there and learn something 
about it .”

What did you see in Cuba?
“ W ell, there were so many 

things — we were there nearly 
tw o months — a ll the details m elt 
in to  a general impression. A t f irs t 
we used the Havana R iviera Hotel 
as a central po in t from  w hich we 
radiated out to v is it housing 
projects, the un ivers ity , w orkers’ 
beaches and points around the 
city. We met w ith  President D or- 
ticos, Che Guevara and other gov­
ernment leaders.

“ A t one point, F ide l heard we 
were in  the neighborhood and 
dropped by to see us — he played 
ping-pong w ith  some of us and 
exchanged a few  words. We made 
longer and longer tr ips  out of 
Havana u n til fin a lly  we made the 
long one to Santiago on the east­
ern end. A long the way we 
dropped o ff at farms, factories and 
people’s homes. In  Santiago there 
were organized —  I  should say 
disorganized —  receptions fo r us. 
Then there was the Ju ly  26 ra lly  
and more trave ling  and v is iting  a ll 
sorts of places back in  Havana.

“ B u t the overa ll impression was 
of an overw helm ingly magnanim­
ous revolution. I ’ve been to the 
Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia, 
bu t the love and passion fo r the 
revo lu tion  tha t I  saw in  Cuba was 
so much more fie ry  and heartfe lt. 
The people rea lly  seem to w ork  
w ith  love, not drudgery.”

What did you learn of your 
particular interest, psychology?

“ A  young Cuban, who had read 
in  the Cuban papers th a t tw o of 
the American students were stu­
dying psychology, sought us out. 
H is name was Arm ando; he 
worked in  a factory m aking IB M  
cards and studied psychology in  
n igh t school. He had fought in  
the Sierra Maestra. He took us a ll 
around Havana, introduced us to 
people, had us attend psychology 
classes.

“ He had been one of the lite racy 
brigadistas, a tremendously sin­
cere, generous and impressive 
person. He gave us one o f the last

souvenirs — a conch shell horn — 
tha t he had of the guerrilla  fig h t­
ing.

“ Through h im  we learned that 
psychology in  Cuba is starting 
from  scratch; there aren’t  enough 
trained personnel. In  the fie ld  of 
teaching psychology, there are 
only six persons w ith  a master’s 
degree and only one has a doc­
torate.

“ Two things tha t impressed us 
especially about the revolution 
were the rehab ilita tion  centers fo r 
prostitutes and the re form  camps 
fo r counter-revolutionaries.

“ There had been many prosti­
tutes in  Havana. That’s where the 
tourists came. I t  was one of the 
only ways a g ir l who was poor 
could live  then. A fte r the revo lu­
tion, when prostitu tion  was 
banned, they set up rehab ilita tion 
centers tha t the g irls  could attend 
i f  they chose.

“ There they could learn to read 
and w rite , to keep house and get 
tra in ing  in  a profession of the ir 
choice. The ir ch ildren are cared 
fo r in  nurseries r ig h t next door, 
so they are not cut o ff from  the ir 
mothers, bu t the mothers are free 
to attend school.”

What was your impression of the 
status of women in general?

[Dee] “ I  got the impression that 
women as w e ll as men had a p u r­
pose fo r liv ing . More than bridge 
games and gossip. They’re in  the 
m ilitia , they’re com m unity leaders,

Dee Jencks

w rite rs ; one is the head of a school 
c ity . B u t i t ’s s t i l l  not good. There 
are cases, according to Che Gue­
vara, of people complaining about 
having women over them.”

What about reform camps for 
counter-revolutionaries?

“ A  fr iend  of ours dropped in  at 
a re fo rm  camp and ta lked to the 
men when there were no o ffic ia ls

around. They are men convicted 
of open acts, usually sabotage, 
against the revolution. They are 
w e ll cared for, w o rk  e ight hours, 
are learn ing vocations, raise p a rt 
o f the ir own food. They can live  
w ith  the ir fam ilies on weekends, 
under oath to return.

“ The ir fam ilies are supported 
by the government, w hich does 
not believe the fa m ily  should be 
punished fo r the man’s errors. In  
fact, the ir ch ildren receive top 
p rio r ity  in  the granting of schol­
arships.”

What comments would you make 
on the trip now that it’s over?

“ We were personally ve ry  hap­
py w ith  the tr ip . Even i f  we 
hadn’t enjoyed it, i t  w ould have 
been necessary. The citizen has a 
responsib ility to  learn and learn­
ing isn ’t always a pleasant th ing.

“ We feel we have struck a de­
fin ite  b low  fo r the r ig h t to trave l 
and fo r constitu tional rights in 
general. I t ’s a precedent others can 
fo llow . I t  shows the State Depart­
ment tha t i t ’s not so easy to re ­
s tr ic t travel. We’ve set a concrete 
example. I t ’s the demonstration of 
the readiness to figh t, the fig h t i t ­
self, that counts more than the 
theoretical argument fo r c iv il l ib ­
erties. Practical .d irect action is 
w hat gets results, as the Negroes 
have shown in  the ir present strug­
gle. A nd tha t’s w hat we th in k  
we’ve shown.”

... Rights Battle Continues Without Let-Up
(Continued from Page 1)

tion  throughout th e . country or 
the relationship of forces on the 
various battlefie lds, w hat about 
its effect in  Washington itself?

Tremendous as the Aug. 28 
demonstration was, almost a ll 
capita l observers agree tha t i t  has 
probably not changed any votes 
in  the coming Congressional lin e ­
up on c iv il-rig h ts . More than that, 
i t  does not appear to have pres­
sured President Kennedy in to  
strengthening the legislative pack­
age he endorsed and w hich a ll 
Negro leaders have from  the firs t 
declared to be inadequate.

Protected by the b u ilt- in  stabil­
izers of th e ir rigged tw o-pa rty  
system from  the anger of the Ne­
gro people, the Democratic and 
Republican leaders made a po in t 
of p ractica lly  ignoring the m arch­
ing throngs.

The Kennedy adm inistration 
was conspicuous by its absence 
from  the L inco ln  M em oria l area. 
No cabinet officers or W hite 
House sta ff members attended. 
O nly a handfu l of secondary rank 
executive branch officers showed 
up.

Though the March leaders 
claimed tha t 150 Congressmen

A Critical View 
Of the March

Louis Lomax, Negro jour­
nalist and author of The Negro 
Revolt, attended the March on 
Washington. Afterwards he told 
Scripps-Howard correspondent, 
Inez Robb, the following:

“I  was disappointed in the 
march and the speeches. The 
whole thing lacked the fire  and 
militancy that is needed to ac­
complish the freedom that I  
want for my son.

“I  can come to Washington 
for a stroll under the trees or 
a picnic any time. I  want to 
see Negroes march right up to 
the H ill and Congress. I  was 
disturbed to know that John 
Lewis’ speech had been cen­
sored by general agreement of 
the leaders.

“However, I  must say that in 
terms of numbers, the march 
was very impressive.”

put in  a b rie f appearance, Wash­
ington newspaper qu ick ly  pointed 
out tha t the ir reporters were able 
to count only ha lf tha t number.

In  presenting the M arch’s de­
mands the c iv il-r ig h ts  leaders ap­
parently  were fa r from  outspoken. 
Senate M a jo rity  Leader M ike 
M ansfie ld to ld reporters a fte r the 
M arch leaders had le ft his office 
that they had served no “ de­
mands”  on him.

The M arch’s t it le  proclaimed 
tha t i t  was fo r jobs as w e ll as 
freedom. Yet when the leaders 
v is ited Kennedy afterwards, he 
listed his legislative goals, con­
spicuously om itting  the creation 
of a F a ir Employment Practices 
Commission. There is no report 
tha t the March leaders took K en­
nedy up on this.

Showed Potential
As fa r as the po litic ians in  

Washington —  from  Kennedy on 
down —  are concerned, the March 
showed the potentia l po litica l 
power of the Negro people —  but 
only the potentia l. That power 
has not been made actual, nor can 
i t  w h ile  the Negroes are trapped 
in  the tw o -pa rty  system.

They may get angry and dem­
onstrate, bu t Kennedy et al figure 
tha t they have nowhere else to go
— so w hy w orry? O nly by break­
ing w ith  the Dem ocratic-Republi­
can flim -fla m , could the Negroes 
convert the ir potentia l po litica l 
power in to  actual power. This is 
w hat makes the recent ca ll to Ne­
groes fo r the form ation of a Free­
dom N ow P arty  so significant. 
B u t tha t movement, the politic ians 
figure, as yet is small —  a cloud 
on the horizon no bigger than a 
man’s hand.

Consequently, the Washington 
politicians, despite the March, 
have decided to fo llow  the ir cus­
tom ary pattern: Kennedy is se­
cre tly  m aking deals —  not to 
strengthen the c iv il-r ig h ts  b ills  
now pending but to a llow  them to 
be weakened fu rth e r; the Con­
gressional committees are g iv ing 
the b ills  the slow treatment; and 
the Southern Democrats are 
p lanning the ir filibuste r.

Despite the lack of concrete re ­
sults of the March, despite its 
missed opportunities w hich a more 
m ilita n t leadership w ould have

seized, and despite the shameful 
censoring of SNCC Chairm an 
John Lew is ’ speech, the M arch 
made tw o im portan t achieve­
ments.

I t  brought to the Negro people, 
as noth ing before had, a realiza­
tion  of the ir own strength. The 
sight of those hundreds of thou­
sands journeying to Washington in 
common purpose had an e lec trify ­
ing effect upon a ll who partic­
ipated and upon the m illions  who 
saw i t  on television. Here was a 
revelation to a ll fighters against 
J im  Crow o f th e ir own potentia l 
power.

The March also fixed  specifica lly 
in  the minds o f a ll Americans 
w hat the separate struggles and 
demonstrations in  various cities 
and towns had made generally 
known —  tha t the question of fu l l  
equality fo r the Negro people is 
the param ount issue before A m er­
ica and the Negro people are de­
manding its solution NOW!

JUST PUBLISHED

The Road 
To Revolution 

In Latin America
BY FIDEL CASTRO
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Wilkins Talks Tough
R oy W ilk in s , execu tive  secre tary o f the  N A A C P , re cen tly  

used some v e ry  bo ld  and, in  fac t, sarcastic language tow a rds  gov­
e rnm en t leaders. T h is  m ig h t su rp rise  those w ho  are fa m il ia r  w ith  
the  m oderate, indeed so ft-spoken  and tim orous , language custom ­
a r i ly  em ployed by  W ilk in s  (and o ld -g u a rd  c iv il- r ig h ts  leaders 
l ik e  h im ) in  addressing gove rnm en t fig u re s  —  K ennedy, fo r  in ­
stance.

The pa radox  is exp la ined  by the  fa c t th a t W ilk in s  was g iv ­
in g  the  rough  side o f h is tongue to  gove rnm en t o ff ic ia ls  in  C hina, 
in  response to th e ir  messages —  in c lu d in g  one fro m  M ao T se -tu n g
—  su p p o rtin g  the  A m e rica n  N egro strugg le .

W ilk in ’s courage in  addressing gove rnm en t o ff ic ia ls  va ries  in  
d ire c t p ro p o rtio n  to  th e ir  d istance fro m  h im  and to the  side they 
occupy in  the  cold w ar. W h a t earned W ilk in s ’ w ra th  in  the  C h i­
nese messages w ere  use o f the  te rm  “ U.S. im p e ria lis m ”  and a 
denunc ia tion  o f K e n n e d y ’s record on c iv i l  r ig h ts .

W ilk in s  fe lt  ob liged  to  de fend K ennedy, to  declare th a t K e n ­
nedy “ w e lcom ed”  the  M arch  on W ash ing ton , and to  assert th a t 
the  M arch  was ca lled in  su ppo rt o f K e n n e d y ’s c iv il - r ig h ts  p ro ­
posals.

In  con tras t to  th is  exaggerated app rec ia tion  o f K e n n e d y ’s 
e ffo rts  in  b e h a lf o f the  N egro  s trugg le , W ilk in s  showed no ap­
p re c ia tio n  a t a ll fo r  th e  open dec la ra tion  o f suppo rt fo r  th a t s tru g ­
gle fro m  representa tives o f the  m ost populous na tio n  on earth .

E ve ryone  know s th a t S ov ie t c r it ic is m  o f A m erican  racism  
has p ro v id e d  leverage fo r  Negroes in  th e ir  s trugg le  here. C h i­
nese c r it ic is m  should p rove  no less h e lp fu l. The f i r s t  ru le  o f the  
freedom  s tru g g le  shou ld  be to  w elcom e a id  fro m  w h a te ve r q u a rte r. 
The f ig h t  is n o t so easy th a t any su ppo rt can be spurned.

T he a tt itu d e  o f W ilk in s  and h is  i lk  be trays  a subservience to 
the  w h ite  pow e r s tru c tu re  o f th is  c o u n try  and is a d isserv ice  to 
the  s tru g g le  th e y  c la im  to  lead.

A Contrast
W e have neve r y e t heard o f a c a p ita lis t be ing  f in e d  o r sent 

to  p rison  fo r  f i r in g  o r la y in g  o f f  w o rke rs  even th o u g h  i t  m ean t 
m ise ry  and d e p riv a tio n  fo r  h is  v ic tim s . O ff ic ia l m ora lis ts  even 
ju s t i fy  a boss’ “ r ig h t ”  to  f ire  w o rke rs  to  keep up p ro fits .

B u t le t w o rke rs  re fuse to  w o rk  fo r  any reason and every  
c a p ita lis t stooge in  the  c o u n try  w i l l  scream fo r  th e ir  scalps.

T h a t’s w h a t happened in  St. Law rence  C ounty , N ew  Y o rk , 
w here  f iv e  unem ployed  w o rk e rs  w a lke d  o f f  a w o rk - re l ie f  jo b  la s t 
Jan. 3. Because th a t ben igh ted  c o u n ty  m akes re lie f  rec ip ien ts  w o rk  
fo r  th e ir  p ittances, these m en had been p u t to  the  task o f c u tt in g  
b rush  a long the  sides o f co un ty  roads.

W hen a b liz za rd  h i t  the  area, p ro d u c in g  deep sn o w d rifts , the  
m en asked to  be taken  o f f  the  b ru s h -c u tt in g  job . The f l in t-h e a r te d  
c o u n ty  o ff ic ia ls  refused and the  m en w a lke d  o ff. F o r th is  they  
w e re  charged w ith  the  “ c rim e ”  o f in te r fe r in g  w ith  the  a d m in ­
is tra t io n  o f re lie f, d ropped fro m  the  re lie f  ro les, and —  unab le  to 
ra ise b a il —  w ere  ja ile d  fo r  severa l m onths before th e ir  t r ia l.  
A  backw oods ju r y  fo u n d  them  g u ilty  la s t m o n th  and they  now  
face possib le sentences o f a ye a r in  p rison  and a $500 fine .

T h is  episode illu s tra te s  severa l facets o f o u r “ dem ocra tic ”  and 
“ a ff lu e n t”  society. I t  shows how  re lie f  rec ip ien ts  are degraded and 
harassed in  m any sections o f the  co u n try . I t  fu r th e r  shows how  
the  f u l l  “ m a je s ty ”  o f ca p ita lis t gove rnm en t and la w  is used to 
pun ish  the  jobless and poor.

In  a ju s t socie ty those w ho  f ire d  w o rke rs  o u t o f greed to  
increase o r m a in ta in  p ro f its  w o u ld  be ja ile d , n o t th e ir  v ic tim s .

Local Directory

Uninvited Guests at Justice D ep 't
The Washington Monum ent 

and the Lincoln M em orial 
didn’t witness a ll the action 
at the March on Washington, 
the D epartm ent of Justice 
got its share as w ell.

A ll through the night of 
Aug. 27-28 marchers from  
the Student Nonviolent Co­
ordinating Com mittee picket­
ed the build ing in  which A t­
torney General Robert K en ­
nedy’s and F B I C hief J.
Edgar Hoover’s offices are 
located. They w ere protest­
ing the federal prosecution 
of c iv il-righ ts  leaders in  A l­
bany, Ga., and the lack of 
federal protection for voter -  
registration workers in  the J - EdSar Hoover
Deep South.

On Aug. 29 a group of national committee members of the 
newly-announced Freedom N ow  P arty  accompanied W illiam  
W orthy and Conrad Lynn to Hoover’s office fo r “a symbolic 
s it-in ” there. Forewarned by the press, nervous F B I officials 
im m ediately ushered the group of seven into the presence of 
the alm ighty J. Edgar himself. Thereupon he and his top as­
sistants tried  to answer the delegation’s charges that the F B I 
was uninterested or incompetent in bringing white-suprem acist 
crim inals to justice. The session ended when the Freedom Now  
P arty  spokesmen had to leave to catch the ir tra in s .

B O STO N. Boston Labor Forum , 295 
H untington A ve., Room 200.

C H IC A G O . Socialist W orkers P arty  and 
bookstore. 302 South Canal St., Room 210. 
W E  9-5044.

C L E V E L A N D . Eugene V . Debs H all, 
Room 23, 5927 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 3, 
Ohio.

D E N V E R . M ilita n t Labor Forum , 1227 
C alifornia.

D E T R O IT . Eugene V . Debs H all, 3737 
W oodward. TEm ple 1-6135.

LOS A N G ELES. Socialist W orkers P ar­
ty , 1702 East Fourth  St. A N  9-4953 or 
W E ' 5-9238. Open 12 noon to 5 p.m. daily  
and Saturday.

M IL W A U K E E . 150 E. Juneau Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS . Socialist W orkers P arty  
and Labor Book Store, 704 Hennepin  
A ve., H a ll 240. FEderal 2-7781. Open 1 
to 5 p.m ., Monday through F riday , Sat­
urday, 11 a.m .-5 p.m.

N E W A R K - N ew ark  Labor Forum , Box 
361, N ew ark, N ew  Jersey.

NEW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M ilita n t Labor 
Forum , 116 U niversity Place. A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y . Labor Book 
Shop and Socialist W orkers Party, 563 
16th St., Oakland 12. Calif. T E  6-2077. 
I f  no answer call 261-5642.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . M ilita n t Labor Forum  
and Socialist Workers P arty , P.O. Box 
8412, Philadelphia 1, Pa.

SAN FR A N C ISC O . M ilita n t Labor For­
um meets second and fourth  Fridays at 
Pioneer Book Store, 1488 Fulton St. 
W E 1-9967.

ST. LO U IS . Phone M ain  1-2669. Ask for 
D ick C larke.

SAN D IEG O . San Diego Labor Forum, 
P.O. Box 1581, San Diego 12, C alif. For 
labor and socialist books, Sign of the 
Sun Books. 4705 College Ave.

SE A TTLE , 3815 5th N .E . L ib rary , book 
store. Open 12 noon to 5 p.m . Saturdays.
Phone M E  2-7449.

By Tom K erry
The rich  and in fluen tia l New 

Y ork Times is opposed to the 
launching of a Freedom Now Par­
ty. I t  is against w hat i t  dubs: 
“ Racism in  Politics.”  I t  frowns 
upon any movement w hich th reat­
ens to upset the po litica l status 
quo. I t  strongly urges a continua­
tion of the practice of Negroes 
supporting candidates of the two 
m ajor parties fo r public office. I t  
would be strange i f  i t  were other­
wise.

For the Times is generally re­
cognized as the country ’s most 
d iligen t watchdog guarding the 
interests of the ru lin g  capita list 
class. I t  has a keen nose fo r 
sn iffing  out any danger tha t m ight 
underm ine the “ w h ite  power 
structure”  w hich rests upon that 
unique American ins titu tion  —  the 
tw o-pa rty  system. I t  vows upon 
its ed itoria l soul tha t its only in ­
terest in  w arn ing the Negroes 
against “ racism in po litics”  is — 
of course, of course —  its concern 
over the welfare of the Negro 
people.

D istorts H istory
To this end, the Times does not 

hesitate to d is to rt the h istory of 
Negro struggle, nor to o ffe r a 
recipe calculated to give every 
conscious freedom figh te r an acute 
case of po litica l indigestion. The 
proposal fo r a Freedom Now P ar­
ty, says a Times ed ito ria l of Aug. 
26, “ implies a to ta l m isunderstand­
ing of the nature of our po litica l 
parties and the great fle x ib il ity  of 
the American po litica l system. The 
progress Negroes have made in  
th is country in  recent years has 
been possible precisely because 
Negro voters have worked through  
our m ajor po litica l parties as allies 
of whites of goodwill.”  (M y em­
phasis.)

On the contrary, the movement 
fo r a Freedom Now P arty  is given 
its greatest impetus by a grow ing 
understanding “ of the nature of 
our po litica l parties,”  w hich have 
served as the medium through 
which the J im  Crow system has 
been maintained and is being per­
petuated. Responsibility fo r the 
betrayal of the aspirations of the 
Negro people fo r freedom and 
equality has been shared by both 
m ajor parties fo r a whole his­
torica l period.

The reforms of the Reconstruc­
tion period fo llow ing  the C iv il War 
were scuttled by a deal between 
the industria l and banking mag­
nates of the North, operating 
through the Republican party, and 
the Southern Plantocracy, which 
seized upon the Democratic party  
as its instrum ent of oppression. In 
the period of American im peria l 
expansion at the tu rn  of the cen­
tu ry, Republicans joined w ith  
Democrats in  erecting the mon­
strous J im  Crow edifice which 
codified the pernicious doctrine of 
w hite supremacy.

U n til the advent of the New 
Deal in  the 1930’s, Negro voters 
in  the ir great m a jo rity  —  those 
who could vote — supported the 
Republican party under the care­
fu lly  fostered m yth tha t i t  was 
the party of Abraham Lincoln, 
author of the Emancipation P ro­
clamation.

Upheaval of 1930s
W ith  the labor upheaval of the 

1930s, fo llow ing the election of 
F rank lin  D. Roosevelt and the rise 
of the CIO, there was a massive 
sw itch by Negro voters to the 
Democratic party. The social-re- 
fo rm  measures o f the New Deal, 
coupled w ith  the fact tha t organ­
ization of industria l unions in  the 
mass-production industries com­
pelled the admission in to  the un­
ions of large numbers of Negro 
workers, cemented the Labor-N e- 
gro-Dem ocratic-Party-a 11 i  a n c e, 
which persists to this day.

From the Roosevelt sweep of 
1936 to the election of Kennedy in 
1960, Negro voters in  the ir great 
m a jo rity  have supported the La ­
bor-Democratic Party  coalition. As

the Times ed ito ria l puts it, “ Negro 
voters have worked through our 
m ajor po litica l parties as allies of 
whites of good w il l. ”  To w hat end?

This grotesque po litica l mon­
strosity has served to bolster the 
racist D ix iecra t power in  the solid 
Democratic South and elevate to 
key positions in Congress the most 
rabid spokesmen of w h ite  su­
premacy. To a ttribu te  the “ p ro­
gress the Negroes have made in 
th is country in recent years”  to 
the policy of supporting Republi­
cans and Democrats is due, either 
to abysmal ignorance or deliberate 
deception.

W hat progress the Negroes have 
made in recent years is due 
p rim a rily  to the fact that they 
are no longer w illin g  to re ly  upon 
the “ whites of goodw ill”  in  the 
m ajor parties but have taken the 
struggle fo r freedom into the 
streets. Reliance upon “ whites of 
goodw ill,”  tha t is, w h ite  liberals, 
has led only to frustra tion  and 
despair. These are the don’t-ru sh - 
go-slow boys who counsel patience 
after 100 years of betrayals and 
broken promises, of barbarous in ­
dignities heaped upon searing 
hum ilia tion, of economic, po litica l 
and social d iscrim ination tha t is 
an a ffron t to the human race.

Born of Revolt
W hat the Times cannot under­

stand is that the movement fo r a 
Freedom Now Party is born of 
revo lt against fu rth e r subordinat­
ing the Negro struggle fo r Free­
dom Now to the tim e schedule 
fixed  by the “ whites of goodw ill”  
who presumably are outraged that 
the Negroes insist upon taking 
the ir destiny in to  the ir own 
hands.

The Times also chooses to m is­
understand the meaning of the 
emphasis placed by the sponsors 
of the Freedom Now Party — 
W illiam  W orthy, Conrad Lynn  and 
Pernella W attley —  upon “ A ll -  
B lack P o litica l A ction ”  and an 
“ A ll-B la c k  Slate.”  The ir state­
ments and records make clear that 
w h ite  allies w il l  not be spumed 
and rejected. Not at a ll! They w il l  
be welcome, p rovid ing  they act as 
allies and do not presume to lead 
and control.

That is a role to which the w hite 
liberals and labor leaders are un­
accustomed and from  which they 
recoil in  mock horror. Too long 
has Negro subjection to w hite  l ib ­
eral and labor leadership led to 
frustra tion . Negroes w ant no more 
of it. They are in  revo lt against 
it. They are determined tha t there

shall be no fu rth e r repetition of 
it.

If , to paraphrase Patrick  Henry, 
the Freedom Now P arty consti­
tutes treason to the so-called 
“ whites of goodw ill”  who have 
h itherto  insisted upon re ta in ing 
po litica l leadership of the Negro 
freedom struggles, le t them make 
the most of it.

(Note: in  the same ed ito ria l the 
Times urges upon the Negroes, as 
an example to fo llow , the po litica l 
policy of the leaders of the A m er­
ican union movement. We shall 
discuss this aspect o f the question 
next week.)

...South Vietnam
(Continued from  Page 1)

b ribery charges or that the C IA  
was p lanning such action “ at this 
po in t,”  but there is l it t le  doubt 
tha t such efforts were going on. 
And when Diem makes such 
charges, he knows whereof he 
speaks. He him self was brought 
to power w ith  the aid of Col. Ed­
w ard G. Lansdale, chief C IA  
agent in  V ietnam  in  1954, and C IA  
D irector General A llen  W. Dulles, 
brother of then Secretary of State 
John F. Dulles.

Washington now wants to move 
Diem out the same way i t  pu t him  
in  nine years ago. The adm inis­
tra tion ’s moves have nothing to 
do w ith  “ democracy”  or saving 
the Vietnamese people from  hav­
ing “ m ino rity  ru le ”  imposed on 
them. I t  only wants a guarantee 
that “ its man,”  devoted to preserv­
ing priva te  property and fo llow ing  
its co ld-w ar line, rules the coun­
try . And i f  the regime there gets 
too discredited, the solution is to 
sw itch around and change a few 
faces.

Meanwhile, hundreds are dying 
every week in  the struggle o f the 
Vietnamese peasants against 
D iem ’s swollen, m arauding armies, 
w hich are tra ined and led by 16,-
000 U.S. troops. Washington is 
spending $1.5 m illion  per day to 
keep up this “ d ir ty ”  w ar in  w hich 
Am erican GIs have already suf­
fered over 300 casualties. And the 
events o f the w ar are kept 
shrouded in  secrecy.

A l l  o f Kennedy’s maneuvers — 
whether they be to re b u ff de 
Gaulle or to appoint a Republican 
Ambassador to South V ietnam  to 
m aintain b i-partisan so lidarity  on 
the issue — are aimed at keep­
ing the slaughter going.

N.Y. Times Offers Negroes Free Advice

Takes Dim View of Freedom Now Party
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Statement by Secretariat of Fourth International

Moscow-Peking Dispute Enters a New Stage

H O W  TO  C O N T A IN  H IM ?  A  basic dividing issue between Peking  
and Moscow is how best to hold back W ashington’s w ar drive. 
Chinese fear Khrushchev would m ake deal w ith  Kennedy at their 
expense.

[The following is the text of a 
statement on the Sino-Soviet dis­
pute adopted by the United Sec­
retariat of the Fourth Internation­
al on July 25, 1963.]

The in te rrup tion  of the “ ideo­
logical conference”  w hich was held 
in  Moscow between the represen­
tatives oí the leaders of the Com­
m unist Party  o f the Soviet Union 
and of the Chinese Communist 
P arty  opens a new phase in  the 
S ino-Soviet r i f t  and in  the crisis 
of Stalinism . The new phase be­
came clearer from  the publication 
on June 14, 1963, o f the “ 25 
Points”  concerning the general line  
of the in ternationa l communist 
movement issued by the Central 
Committee of the CCP and the 
“ Open Lette r”  in  rep ly  given by 
the Central Committee of the 
CPSU a month later.

The Fourth International, the 
w orld  party  of the Socialist Rev­
olution founded by Leon Trotsky, 
considers i t  necessary to state 
pub lic ly  the stand i t  takes on the 
questions raised in  the discussion 
between the Communist Parties of 
the Soviet Union and the Chinese 
Peoples Republic. This is a ll the 
more necessary as the CPSU’s 
“ Open Le tte r”  e xp lic itly  refers to 
the positions of the T rotskyis t 
movement and accuses the Chi­
nese Communist P arty  of “ acting 
as real Trotskyists.”  I t  also ac­
cuses the Chinese representatives 
in  Ceylon of being in  “ close con­
tact w ith  the faction of Edmund 
Samarakoddy, which is an ins tru ­
ment of the so-called Fourth  In ­
ternational (T ro tsky is ts ),”  and 
states tha t the T ro tsky is t Fourth  
In ternational has sent an Open 
Lette r to the Chinese Communist 
P arty  “ completely approving Pe­
k ing ’s activ ities.”

The position of the Fourth  In ­
ternational on the Sino-Soviet r i f t  
is embodied in a document adopt­
ed at the R eunification Congress 
of the Fourth  International, held 
in Ita ly  from  June 21 to June 26, 
and ju s t published in a special 
issue of the magazine Quatrième 
In ternationale  (No. 19, 21e année). 
We summarize the ideas developed 
in  that document, and c la rify  our 
stand on the essential problems 
posed both in the “ 25 Points”  of 
the CCP and the “ Open L e tte r”  of 
the CPSU.

I
The Fourth In te rna tiona l is of 

the opinion tha t the discussion 
in itia ted  in  the w o rld  communist 
movement as a result o f the Sino- 
Soviet r i f t  is a healthy develop­
ment. Far from  “ weakening the 
socialist camp”  and “ objectively 
helping im peria lism ,”  a fra n k  and 
public debate on a ll the basic prob­
lems and the strategy of the 
w orld  socialist revolution can only 
contribute to ideological and po­
lit ic a l c la rifica tion  in  the w ork ing - 
class movement and the a n ti- im ­
peria lis t movement of the colonial 
countries, and thereby strengthen 
the struggles of a ll the an ti-cap­
ita lis t and an ti-im pe ria lis t forces 
in  the w orld .

I t  is indeed a step fo rw ard  that
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the discussion is now fin a lly  ta k ­
ing place out in  the open, and that 
the rid iculous spectacle of K h ru ­
shchev concentrating his attacks 
on A lbania and Mao d irecting his 
ire against Yugoslavia is fin a lly  
over, when the main debate fo r  
years was between the CCP and 
the CPSU.

Public discussions on ideological 
differences w ith in  the w orld  rev­
o lu tionary movement are fa r from  
being alien to the M arx is t-Len in - 
is t trad ition . A ll  great ideological 
discussions in Len in ’s time, either 
before the October Revolution or 
a fte r it, were waged by Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks in  public, fo r the be­
n e fit of a ll workers and Marxists, 
in  the trad ition  of Rosa Luxem ­
burg ’s struggle against the re fo rm ­
ist leadership o f the German So­
cial-Democratic Party before 1914, 
or fo r that m atter, the struggle of 
the L e ft in  the Socialist In te rna­
tiona l from  1900 onwards against 
Bernstein and M ille rand ism  (re ­
garding partic ipation of socialists 
in  bourgeois governments).

Also a ll the discussions during  
the f irs t fou r congresses of the 
C o m m u n is t  In ternationa l, in  
Len in ’s life tim e, were conducted 
p u b lic ly . The minutes of these 
congresses were published. These 
discussions involved questions con­
cerning the tactics of mass parties 
in  Germany, Ita ly , France and 
Czechoslovakia, and also questions 
concerning many tactical problems 
posed in  the process of the b u ild ­
ing of the Soviet State.

Nothing to Fear
I f  the in ternational communist 

movement could conduct such 
public discussions when i t  was re­
la tive ly  weak and when the firs t 
Soviet State, encircled by enemies, 
was involved in  a c iv il war, w ith  
its economy nearly broken down, 
surely the in ternationa l movement 
has noth ing to fear from  such dis­
cussions when i t  is immensely 
stronger and when the Soviet 
Union is the second industria l 
power in  the w orld , surrounded 
by w orkers’ states both in  Europe 
and in  Asia. Moreover, the w orld  
relationship of forces has deci­
sively changed at the expense of 
im peria lism , in  favor of the an ti­
capita list forces.

The argument tha t such discus­
sions help the im peria lists to know 
w hat is going on in  the socialist 
camp is not valid . The bourgeois 
press has kept itse lf “ in form ed”  
about the Sino-Soviet differences 
fo r many years. Im peria lis t powers 
and the colonial bourgeoisie have 
free ly speculated on the extent of 
the r i f t  and tried to p ro fit from  it. 
The only force misled was the in ­
ternational w ork ing  class which 
was prevented from  in tervening 
in  the debate. Once again i t  has 
been proved that the methods of 
“ secret d iplom acy”  w ith in  the 
working-class movement can only 
help im peria lism  and capitalism.

A  clear distinction should be 
draw n between a discussion on 
the problems of strategy and tac­
tics o f the in te rnationa l w ork ing  
class and revo lu tionary movement 
on the one hand, and the prob­
lems of m utual relations between 
various workers’ states on the 
other. W hile  we favor fra n k  and 
public discussions between par­
ties, we stress the absolute neces­
s ity  of m ainta in ing u n ity  of action 
among the workers’ states in  the 
m ilita ry , d ip lom atic and economic 
fields. In  order to ensure this, i t  
is necessary to establish the rela­
tions among workers’ states s tr ic t­
ly  on the basis o f equality, and do 
away once and fo r a ll w ith  the 
theory o f the “ state-guide”  and 
the “ party-gu ide.”  Common action 
by the workers’ states must be at­
tained by m utua l consultations and 
negotiations w ithou t any state 
having the possib ility  of d ictating 
to the others.

Secret diplomacy between Com­
m unist Parties was introduced in 
the w orld  revo lu tionary movement 
by Stalin to defend the narrow  in ­

terests of the Soviet bureaucracy 
which had usurped power in  the 
Soviet Union. Servile submission 
of the leadership of a ll Commu­
n ist Parties to the Soviet bureau­
cracy was likew ise introduced in 
the w orld  movement by Stalin. We 
ca ll upon a ll communists, and 
pa rticu la rly  the communists of 
China who say tha t they are fig h t­
ing fo r equality between Com­
m unist Parties, and the commu­
nists of the Soviet Union who 
claim  tha t they are “ liqu ida ting  
the consequences o f the cu lt of 
S ta lin ’s personality,”  to eradicate 
these bureaucratic methods once 
and fo r a ll from  the international 
communist movement.

Do not hide differences from  
your m ilitan ts  and the w ork ing  
class!

Do not replace ideological dis­
cussion by secret diplomacy!

F igh t fo r an in ternational con­
ference of a ll organizations which 
owe allegiance to M arx ism -Len in - 
ism! Such a conference must in ­
clude a ll Communist Parties, the 
Fourth  Internationa l, the Fidelista  
forces in Cuba and La tin  A m er­
ica, the Yugoslav League of Com­
munists, “ pro-Chinese”  commu­
nists expelled from  the o ffic ia l 
Communist Parties. I t  alone can 
thrash out a ll the problems of 
strategy and tactics of the w orld  
revo lu tionary movement today, not 
in a bureaucratic manner but on 
the basis of the rich  revo lu tionary 
experience of the last tw enty 
years.

I I
The Khrushchev leadership en­

deavors to cloud the issues by 
pretending tha t the Chinese com­
munists “ desire a nuclear w ar,”  or 
“ are in d iffe ren t to  the danger of a 
nuclear w orld  w ar breaking out.’ ’ 
This is nothing but pure and sim­
ple slander, objectively helping the 
anti-Chinese and anti-com m unist 
propaganda of Am erican im peria l­
ism.

I t  is true tha t the Chinese CP 
in  some of its old documents w h ile  
supporting the Soviet Union in  its 
fig h t fo r the destruction and ban­
ning of nuclear weapons, which 
constitute a great danger to the 
w ork ing  class of the w orld, some­
times used formulas which im plied 
an underestimation of the destruc­
tive  power o f these weapons. 
When the CPSU’s “ Open Le tte r” 
in  rep ly to the CCP’s “ 25 Pqints”  
continues to argue on the assump­
tion  tha t the CCP would be “ in ­
d iffe ren t”  to nuclear w ar or that 
the Chinese even wanted to un­
leash such a w ar, i t  is clear that 
the Soviet leadership deliberately 
distorts and falsifies the CCP’s 
positions c learly stated in  points 
15, 16 and 17 of the CCP’s docu­
ment.

In  rea lity  the discussion in  the 
w orld  revo lu tionary movement 
does not and cannot center around 
the “ advisab ility  or not”  of un­
leashing the nuclear war, fo r no 
one outside a handfu l of madmen 
can defend such a suicidal pro­
posal inside the in ternationa l

working-class movement. Nor does 
the discussion center around the 
destructive potentia l of a nuclear 
war. This again is not a problem 
of “ tactics”  bu t a scientific fact. 
THE R EAL DISCUSSION DOES 
NOT RELATE TO THE POLICIES  
OF WORKERS’ STATES  (neither 
of the Soviet Union nor of the 
Chinese Peoples R epublic), BUT  
TO THE POLICIES OF THE  
COM M UNIST P A R T I E S  AND  
THE R EVO LU TIO N AR Y M OVE­
MENT IN  THE COLONIES.

Nowhere in  th e ir “ 25 Points”  
have the Chinese asked the So­
v ie t state to in itia te  an armed in ­
tervention in  the an ti-im peria lis t 
struggles of the colonial people. 
W hat they do ask is tha t the Com­
m unist Parties of the im peria lis t 
and the colonial countries should 
not use the slogan of “ peaceful co­
existence”  between states as an 
excuse fo r “ peaceful co-existence”  
w ith  the ir own bourgeoisie and as 
a cover fo r the ir abandonment of 
revo lu tionary strategy and tactics 
in favor of re fo rm ist and revision­
ist opportunism of the crassest 
type.

Armed Struggle
The Chinese are absolutely righ t 

in  draw ing the attention of the 
communist movement to the w e ll- 
known fact tha t a ll v ictorious rev­
olutions so fa r (not only in  the 
pre-nuclear era, bu t also since the 
development of nuclear weapons) 
had to be fought w ith  arms fo r 
the overthrow  of the enemy as 
was demonstrated by the V ie t­
namese, the Cuban, and the A l­
gerian revolutions.

I t  is a monstrous slander, there­
fore, to iden tify  revolutionists 
who state these undeniable tru ths 
w ith  people w anting to provoke a 
nuclear war. On the contrary, the 
Chinese are generally ju s tifie d  
when they state tha t only the 
successful —  including, i f  neces­
sary, armed —  struggles of the 
colonial masses against im peria l­
ism, and successful pro letarian 
revolutions in  the im peria lis t 
countries can, in the fin a l analysis, 
disarm w orld  im perialism , destroy 
nuclear weapons and guarantee 
defin ite  and lasting peace fo r 
mankind.

Inasmuch as the Chinese Com­
munists more or less advocate the 
above general line, we support 
them against the rig h t-w in g  op­
portunism  of the Khrushchev ten­
dency on the question of w o rld  
revolution. The Chinese now share 
the T rotskyis t critic ism  of the ex­
treme rig h t-w in g  degeneration of 
some CPs, i.e., the Dange leader­
ship’s treacherous support [in  
Ind ia ] of its own bourgeoisie 
against not only the Chinese w o rk ­
ers’ state but even against the rev­
o lu tionary workers and peasants 
pu t in  ja il  by N ehru; the A m er­
ican Communist P a rty ’s scandal­
ous appeal to the Negroes and 
workers to support the Democratic 
pa rty  of monopoly capitalism and 
of the most rab id  segregationists; 
the French Communist P a rty ’s 
ignominious passivity during  the

A lgerian w ar; the Ita lian  Com­
m unist P a rty ’s revis ionist theory 
tha t a capita lis t society can be 
transform ed into a socialist society 
by “ s tructura l reform s”  by pa rlia ­
m entary means, w ithou t having to 
overthrow  the bourgeois state and 
w ithou t the conquest of power by 
workers and poor peasants. To tha t 
extent we support the ir general 
critic ism  of these CP leaderships. 
We question at the same tim e the 
consistency of the CCP position 
when Peking m aintains silence 
over the Indonesian CP’s oppor­
tun is t support to Sukarno’s bour­
geois regime.

I l l

On the other hand, when the 
“ 25 Points”  of the CCP contend 
(po in t 23) that Yugoslavia has 
ceased to be a workers' state and 
has become a capita lis t country, 
o r when the Chinese (po in t 19) 
say tha t “ some people”  exaggerate 
the problem of a “ certain person’s 
ro le”  in  the past, when they ask 
fo r a discussion on “ the critic ism  
of S ta lin ,”  we certa in ly  cannot ap­
prove the ir positions.

Non-Marxist View
The CCP is correct when i t  re­

fuses to a ttribu te  too much im ­
portance to the rôle of a single 
ind iv idua l and refuses to accept 
the non-M arx is t thesis of K hrush­
chev tha t the te rrib le  crimes, com­
m itted  under S ta lin  against com­
munists and workers in  the Soviet 
Union and against the in te rna tion­
al w ork ing  class, were due to the 
so-called “ personality cu lt.”  The 
Chinese are also r ig h t when they 
critic ize Khrushchev fo r w anting 
to “ make one person responsible 
fo r a ll faults and g lo rify in g  h im ­
self w ith  a ll m erits”  (po in t 19). 
This critic ism  of the Khrushchev 
leadership is va lid  only i f  i t  is used 
to push the so-called “ de-S ta lin- 
ization”  process fu r th e r  than 
Khrushchev has. This critic ism  
becomes irresponsible and incor­
rect i f  i t  is used fo r combating 
the process of de-S ta lin ization as 
such.

The crimes comm itted against 
the entire o ld-guard leadership of 
the Soviet Communist Party, the 
m a jo rity  of whom  were physically 
liqu idated by S ta lin ; the crimes 
committed against the in te rna­
tional w ork ing  class by the S tal­
in is t leadership, w h ich  tr ied  to 
sabotage and prevent revo lu tion ­
ary struggles in many countries 
are very real and very concrete. 
And these crimes live  today in  the 
consciousness of m illions of com­
munists, revo lu tionary workers 
and peasants in  many countries, 
above a ll in  the Soviet U nion and 
in the w orkers’ state of Europe.

When we critic ize  Khrushchev’s 
policies on these problems we 
must say: these crimes were not 
the personal responsib ility of S tal­
in  alone bu t were the collective 
responsib ility o f the entire  lead­
ership of the CPSU o f tha t period. 
These crimes can be explained in  
a M arx is t way on ly  i f  we see them 
as the expression of the interests 
o f a bureaucratic caste w hich had 
usurped the power o f the workers 
and poor peasants and had sup­
pressed Soviet democracy as a real 
instrum ent of proletarian power. 
In  order to prevent a rev iva l of 
such crimes, i t  is not enough to 
denounce Sta lin  as a person. I t  is 
necessary to destroy the po litica l, 
social and economic privileges of 
the bureaucracy, to restore real 
Soviet democracy on the basis of 
elected workers’ councils, to  re ­
store the r ig h t of communists to 
form  tendencies w ith in  the CP 
(fo r, as the Chinese CP itse lf has 
stated, a m in o rity  can be r ig h t 
w ith in  a CP), and to restore the 
rig h t of workers to fo rm  new 
working-class parties w ith in  the 
fram ew ork o f Soviet lega lity  and 
on the basis of the socialist con­
stitu tion. I t  is necessary to re­
establish the ru le  tha t the “ pa rty  

(Continued on Page 6)
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Major American Figure Gone 
With Death of W.E.B. DuBois

Demonstrations Held Throughout World 
In Solidarity With March on Washington

C A N A D IA N  S O L ID A R IT Y . Several hundred Toronto residents 
marched in  the ra in  to U.S. Consulate w here the presented declar­
ation of solidarity w ith  the M arch on Washington. Demonstration 
was organized by Com mittee fo r Solidarity w ith  the Washington 
Marchers. Declaration was presented by Jack W hite, N ew  Dem o­
cratic P arty  candidate fo r legislature, Mrs. Jean Daniels, Presi­
dent of A n ti-A p arth e id  Ass’n, and Mrs. Anne Olsen, secretary of 
committee.

D r. W.E.B. DuBois, one of the 
few  great men born in  th is coun­
t r y  in  modern times, died at 95 in  
Accra, Ghana, Aug. 27, the eve 
o f the great c iv il-r ig h ts  dem­
onstration in  Washington. That 
was a milestone in  the struggle to 
w hich DuBois had devoted his 
life  and talents.

There were many aspects to 
DuBois’s greatness. He achieved 
lite ra ry  greatness. Had he w ritte n  
no more than his early book, The 
Souls of B lack Folk, his lite ra ry  
reputation w ould have been se­
cure ly established.

H is second great achievement 
was in  the fie ld  of h istory. He 
singlehandedly opened up the 
whole fie ld  of Negro H istory, 
w hich had been buried under 
piles of neglect and the muck 
w ritte n  by anti-N egro Southern­
ers. H is crow ning achievement 
here was Black Reconstruction, 
the f irs t w o rk  to rea lly  examine 
the Reconstruction Era and show 
its  true importance in  the unsuc­
cessful struggle fo r democracy in  
th is  country.

DuBois is great not on ly  as a 
h istorian of the Negro, to whom 
the whole school of younger his­
torians in  th is fie ld  is indebted, 
his achievement goes beyond that. 
W ithou t an understanding of Ne­
gro history, American h is to ry is 
incomprehensible. H istorians of 
Am erican society in  general, es­
pecia lly those of the m ateria lis t 
school, are tremendously indebted 
to DuBois.

There are tw o other great 
achievements in  his life . He was 
a founder o f the P an-A frican 
movement even before W orld  W ar 
I. A nd he broke ground in  the bat­
tle  fo r  Negro equality in  the U.S. 
He led the Niagara Movement 
against the Uncle Tomism of 
Booker T. Washington, w h ich  be­
fore  DuBois dominated Negro in ­
te llectual life . In  1905 DuBois de­
clared: “ We claim  fo r ourselves 
every r ig h t tha t belongs to a free- 
born Am erican —  po litica l, c iv il 
and social —  and u n til we get 
those righ ts we w il l  never cease 
to protest and assail the ears of 
Am erica w ith  the story of its 
shameful deeds tow ard us.”

The Niagara Movement merged

(Continued from Page 5)
m axim um ”  (m axim um  income of 
a pa rty  member in  adm in istra tion) 
be not h igher than the average in ­
come o f skilled workers, as under 
Lenin. Above a ll i t  is necessary to 
entrust the workers .w ith  real 
power in  the factories by estab­
lish ing  workers self-management 
through workers’ councils.

Such a critic ism  of Khrushchev 
w ould  be very  welcome and very 
popular among the communists 
and workers in  the Soviet Union 
and other w orkers’ states. The 
CPSU’s Open Le tte r correctly 
states tha t the mass of the Soviet 
people certa in ly  support de-S ta l- 
in iza tion . A ny attem pt by the 
Chinese to fig h t de-Stalinization 
w il l  only cut them o ff completely 
from  the rank-and -file  workers 
and communists in  a ll w orkers’ 
states.

The Fourth  In te rna tiona l can 
under no circumstances support 
the position of the Chinese CP on 
de-Stalinization. We seek to de­
velop our c ritic ism  of the K hrush ­
chev leadership in  the opposite

How Cuba Uprooted 
Race Discrimination

B y H a rry  Ring

16 pages 15 cents
Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.

D r. W . E. B. DuBois

w ith  a movement of w h ite  l ib ­
erals and socialists to form  the 
NAACP. W hile DuBois’s efforts 
made the NAACP an im portan t 
national organization, i t  was men 
of lesser stature and more lim ited  
horizon who inherited i t  and s till 
run i t  today.

There was another feature of 
note in  his life . DuBois saw the 
need of a lly ing  the Negro struggle 
in  the U.S. w ith  the w orld  move­
ment fo r socialism. In  line w ith  
th is idea, he ran as candidate fo r 
U.S. Senator fo r the American La ­
bor P arty  in  New York.

Such le ft-w in g  a c tiv ity  brought 
government re ta lia tion  in  the form  
of an ind ictm ent as a “ foreign 
agent”  in  1951, a fram e-up that 
was la te r dropped. A lthough the 
ye llow  press v ilif ie d  h im  as a 
“ Communist stooge,”  DuBois op­
posed the CP line  of supporting 
the Democratic Party  and in  1958 
he supported the Independent So­
c ia lis t P arty  campaign in New 
York. He le ft th is country in  1960 
to live  in  Ghana, where in  1963 
he took up citizenship. Late in  
1961 he announced he was jo in ing  
the Communist P arty  as a dem­
onstration of so lida rity  w ith  the 
CP against the McCarran A c t per­
secution, w hich had jus t opened 
up.

Upon DuBois’s death the gov­
ernm ent of Ghana declared a na­
tiona l state of mourning.

d irection. We f irm ly  m ainta in  that 
only a po litica l revo lu tion w il l  
restore real Soviet power in  the 
Soviet Union. The liqu ida tion  of 
the abuses and privileges of the 
bureaucracy w i l l  immensely 
strengthen the Soviet Union and 
in te rnationa l communism.

We also re ject the Chinese cam­
paign against the Yugoslav com­
munists and the ir characterization 
of the Yugoslav state as a capita l­
is t state. The Chinese are correct 
in  the ir denunciation of the ex­
treme r ig h t-w in g  deviation of 
Yugoslavia in  her foreign policy. 
B u t the nature of the state in  
Yugoslavia as elsewhere is deter­
m ined by the property relations. 
The property relations in  Yugos­
lavia are those of a workers’ state 
as much i f  not more so than in  
1948 when the Chinese CP also 
considered Yugoslavia a “ socialist 
country.”

The Chinese communists are, of 
course, ju s tified  in  the ir denuncia­
tion of Khrushchev’s non-M arx is t 
theory o f “ the state o f the people”  
as a substitute fo r the dictatorship 
of the p ro le taria t in  the Soviet 
Union. They are r ig h t in  denying 
the v a lid ity  of Khrushchev’s — 
also S ta lin ’s! —  theory tha t a 
classless society has already been 
established in  the Soviet Union. 
They po in t out correctly tha t 
there are s til l tw o classes [w o rk ­
ers and peasants] in  the Soviet 
Union, thereby exploding the the­
ory tha t the bu ild ing  of socialism 
has already been accomplished in 
tha t country. B u t when the C h i­
nese quote extensively from  Le ­
n in ’s State and Revolution  in

S o lidarity  demonstrations w ith  
the March on Washington were 
held in various parts of the w orld.

In  Great B rita in , the Committee 
of A fro -A s ian  and Caribbean o r­
ganizations, made up of nearly 40 
organizations representing people 
from  nearly every country in  
those areas, staged a march 
through London. Since a p rinc ipa l 
purpose of the march was to lin k  
the struggle against racia l dis­
crim ination in  the U.S. w ith  that 
in England, the route of the march 
was through areas of London 
noted fo r d iscrim ination and r io t­
ing against Negroes.

Some of the slogans carried by 
the demonstrators were: “ Support 
Negro Struggle” ; “ U.S. Negroes— 
Your F igh t Is Our F igh t” ; “ No 
Im peria lism — No Racialism” ; and 
“ Racialism A t Home— Aggression 
Abroad.”

Statement
The fo llow ing  statement was 

presented to the U.S. Embassy:
“ We, the undersigned, w ish to 

associate ourselves w ith  the cause 
fo r w hich many thousands have 
marched to Washington, D. C. —  
the cause of the Negro people of 
the United States in the ir ju s t de­
mand tha t a ll forms of racialism  
and d iscrim ination should end 
fo rthw ith .

“ We urge the U nited States Gov­
ernment to take a ll necessary 
steps at once to im plem ent w ith ­
out reserve or qualification, in  
every pa rt o f the United States, 
the fu l l  equality —  economic, so­
cial, po litica l and educational — 
to w hich American Negro citizens 
are entitled.

“ We believe that the profes­
sions of goodwill and offers of 
assistance which the U nited States 
government extends to the new ly- 
independent countries of Asia, 
A frica , La tin  Am erica and the 
Caribbean, w il l  count fo r nothing 
as long as 20 m illio n  American 
Negroes are subject to exp lo ita­
tion and hum ilia tion  in the land 
of th e ir b irth ,

“ We feel tha t the Negro people 
have been forced to w a it fa r too 
long fo r the realization of those

order to prove tha t as long as 
classes exist, the state w il l  also 
exist, they seem to “ forget”  the 
other dialectical pa rt of th is fu n ­
damental tru th , also developed by 
Lenin  in  State and Revolution: the 
d ictatorship of the pro le ta ria t is 
a “ state of a special type,”  a 
“ state w hich begins to w ithe r 
away,”  because more and more 
state functions should be ex­
ercised collective ly by the mass 
o f the w ork ing  people. The C hi­
nese do not seem to insist, as Le­
n in  insisted, on the necessity of a 
constant development and increase 
of socialist democracy, on the nec­
essity of figh ting  again and again 
against bureaucratic deformation 
and degeneration by placing real 
power in  the hands of the mass 
of the workers. Why? Perhaps 
because i t  is the Yugoslav “ re­
visionists”  who have made the 
greatest progress in  th is  field? O r 
is i t  because in  China itse lf .there 
are pow erfu l bureaucratic deform ­
ations and the mass o f the w o rk ­
ers do not exercise d irect state 
power as elaborated in  State and 
Revolution?

IV
This in  b rie f represents the 

T rotskyis t position in  the present 
“ great debate”  w ith in  the w orld  
communist movement.

The Trotskyists extend w hole­
hearted bu t c ritica l support to the 
Chinese and the le ft-w in g  ten­
dencies w ith in  the various CP’s 
w hich fig h t against the r ig h t-w in g  
opportunism of the ir p ro -K hrush­
chev leaderships in  the colonial 
countries as w e ll as in  the im -

fundam ental rights of citizenship 
which have been theirs on paper 
fo r 100 years, and we pledge them 
our support in  the ir struggles to 
tu rn  constitutional guarantees in ­
to social facts.

“ We are convinced tha t the 
word of the United States Gov­
ernm ent in  in ternationa l treaties 
and agreements can on ly  be trus t­
ed i f  fa ith  is kept w ith  a ll citizens 
in  its own homeland.”

Other demonstrations in  support 
of the March on Washington were 
held around the w orld .

In  Munich, Germany, some 30 
Negro and w hite  Americans, led 
by A1 Hoosman, a fo rm er profes­
sional boxer, marched on the U.S. 
consulate.

peria lis t countries.
We c ritic a lly  support the C hi­

nese ca ll fo r a revo lu tionary 
orientation o f the CPs in  the cap­
ita lis t countries as the only means 
o f e ffective ly  figh ting  im peria lism  
and im peria lis t preparations fo r 
a nuclear war.

B u t contrary to the tendencies 
o f Khrushchev and Mao the 
Trotskyists defend the principles 
o f M arx ism -Len in ism  against any 
attem pt to revise them to su it the 
immediate interests of any bu­
reaucratic group or caste, or to 
d is to rt them to re flect the tem ­
porary advantages of any w orkers’ 
state. We strive to develop the 
theory of M arx ism -Len in ism  so 
that, w ith in  the great revo lu tion­
a ry upheaval m ankind is passing 
through in the present epoch, i t  
can re flect the general h istorical 
aspirations o f the in ternational 
w ork ing  class and of m ankind as 
a whole. We repeat, m ankind ’s 
only w ay out of the present crisis 
is a successful in te rnationa l so­
c ia lis t revolution.

The present crisis reflects the 
urgent necessity fo r the w orld  
communist movement to come out 
of the morass in w hich Stalinism  
had sought to drow n i t  in  order 
to answer the demands of the 
present period. We repeat our con­
crete proposal to a ll communists 
throughout the w orld :

Forw ard to an in te rnationa l con­
ference of a ll organizations owing 
allegiance to M arxism -Lenin ism !

Forw ard toward rev iva l of 
M arxism -Lenin ism  through w o rk ­
ers’ democracy and in ternationa l 
debate.

In  Tel A v iv , Israel, some 50 
Americans marched to the U.S. 
Embassy w ith  banners reading, 
“ The C iv il W ar Is O ver”  and 
“ B lack and W hite Together.”

In  Accra, Ghana, about 50 Ne­
groes picketed the U.S. Embassy 
w ith  placards calling fo r “ Equal 
Rights Now.”

In  Jamaica thousands marched 
in so lidarity  w ith  the D.C. trek.

...Muslim Trial
(Continued from Page 1)

tim e and the com plexity o f the 
case, w rong decisions were made.

Mrs. Yvonne Magaris is quoted 
in the C alifo rn ia  Eagle as stating 
tha t she thought “ being shot a 
number of times was quite a b it o f 
punishment in  itse lf.”  Another 
ju ro r, Mrs. Donna Huber, com­
plained of the pressure and of 
being hurried. S till another 
thought tha t ju s t being at the 
scene of the trouble made the de­
fendants g u ilty  and she found out 
too late tha t this was not so. She 
offered to testify  fo r the prisoners 
at the ir probation hearings.

Mrs. Helen H inds was quoted 
as saying tha t she believed “ jus­
tice was not done because of in ­
tolerance.”

News analyst H a rt commented 
that since the tr ia l, one o f the 
ju ro rs  has apologized to the de­
fense attorneys.

A  M ilita n t  story o f June 17 
described the attack on the Mus­
lim s as having begun as a “ police 
rousting”  and then developing in ­
to a police shooting spree in  which 
the unarmed M uslim s were re ­
peatedly fired  at, clubbed, kicked 
in  the groin, then arrested and 
charged w ith  assault. I t  started 
when tw o Negroes, de livering d ry  
cleaning to the temple, were set 
upon by the race-prejudiced po­
lice. When they protested the 
cops’ rough handling of them, 
more cops were called and a 
frenzy of police violence fo llowed 
against members of the temple. 
Seven unarmed Muslim s were 
shot, some inside the ir church.

I t  is a s tr ic t po licy of the Mus­
lim s not to ca rry  arms — even 
pen knives are forbidden —  but 
to defend themselves i f  attacked.

M uslim  leader M alcolm  X , who 
attended the tr ia l, declared tha t 
i t  was the Los Angeles police, not 
the ir wounded and beaten v ic ­
tims, who should have been on 
tr ia l.

•  •  • Moscow-Peking Rift Enters New Stage
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L e tte rs  F ro m  O u r R e a d e rs
The Universal Language

New York, N Y .
I  was glad to see R ichard G ar­

za’s le tte r commenting on the ar­
rogant New Y ork Times ed itoria l 
which denounced the current p ro ­
posal to end the English-language 
lite racy requirem ent fo r voting by 
U.S. citizens of Puerto Rican b irth .

The Times ed itoria l was “ clever­
ly ”  headlined in Spanish “ English 
Spoken Here.”  But I have not seen 
the Times express any critic ism  
of the numerous businessmen in 
the c ity  who are quite w illin g  to 
tolerate the language lim ita tions 
of potentia l customers as indicated 
by the many shop w indow  signs

10 Y E A R S  AGO  

IN T H E  Ml  LI T A N T
“ Another rise in  the cost-of- 

liv in g  index between m id-June 
and m id -Ju ly  gave more than a 
m illio n  workers who are protected 
w ith  an escalator clause in  the ir 
contracts an additional one cent an 
hour in  the ir paychecks. No m at­
te r how inadequate the escalator 
clause is, as i t  has been fo rm u la t­
ed by the labor bureaucracy, i t  
s t i l l  constitutes a measure of p ro ­
tection against in fla tion . About 
98 per cent of the w ork ing  class 
has not won even the p rinc ip le  of 
automatic wage adjustments to 
accompany increased liv in g  costs. 
That means tha t the overwhelm ­
ing m a jo rity  of workers took an­
other cut in  th e ir real wages w ith  
the new rise in  the cost o f liv ing .

“ The need to fig h t fo r protec­
tion  against in fla tion  is empha­
sized w ith  every new wave of 
price increases. B ut in  th is strug­
gle the w ork ing  class w il l  not get 
the help of the Am erican S ta lin ist 
newspaper, the D aily  W orker, 
w hich has opposed the escalator 
clause from  the very beginning... 
And na tu ra lly  they try  to rid icu le  
an automatic wage adjustment to 
ris ing  liv in g  costs as a ‘T ro tsky­
is t’ invention. The argument of the 
D a ily  W orker has been tha t the 
escalator clause constitutes a 
‘wage freeze.’ However, the W all 
Street Journal, w h ich is also op­
posed to the escalator clause, com­
plains tha t jus t the opposite is the 
case . . . The opposition of the 
W all Street Journal, spokesman 
fo r big business, is to be expected, 
fo r every pay increase the w o rk ­
ers w in  comes out of the pro fits  
of the capitalists. B u t the opposi­
tion  of the D aily  W orker shows 
how fa r removed the Stalinists 
are from  the real interests of the 
Am erican workers.”  —  Sept. 7, 
1953.

20 Y E A R S  AGO
“ B ig business made more p ro fits  

a fte r taxes in  1942 than i t  d id in  
1929. B u t i t  is now certain that 
1943 w il l  go down as the year in  
which the corporations made the 
highest p ro fits  in  the h is to ry of 
the country . . . corporation pro­
fits  were 14 per cent higher, after 
taxes and other deductions, during 
the f irs t s ix months of this year 
than during  the same period in 
1942 . . .  I t  is figures such as these 
w hich provide the key to the 
drastic drop in  W all Street stocks 
in  the period fo llow ing  the down­
fa ll o f Mussolini. The Exchange, 
organ o f the New Y ork  Stock E x­
change, attempted th is week to 
expla in away this slump in  stocks 
by a ttr ib u tin g  i t  to  the m arket’s 
practice of jum ping suddenly 
whatever the news, provided i t  is 
unexpected.’ The tru th  is tha t the 
stocks took a nosedive a fte r Mus­
so lin i’s fa ll because o f W all 
S treet’s fear tha t the huge flow  
of w ar p ro fits  m ight be discon­
tinued in  the near fu tu re .”  — 
Sept. 11, 1943.

tha t announce, “ Spanish Spoken 
Here.”

I w il l  say tha t from  the busi­
nessman’s po in t of v iew  one 
Greenwhich V illage shop has got­
ten to the heart of the m atter 
w ith  a sign tha t reads: “ Money 
Spoken Here.”

J.B.

Dislikes Our Rights Stand
Garden C ity, M ich.

Please cancel m y subscription. 
Y our c iv il-r ig h ts  issue is more 
than I  can take at th is time. I t ’s 
about tim e you championed the 
w hite man’s cause.

A.G.

[B y  figh ting  fo r the ir freedom, 
the Negro people are perform ing 
a service to a ll who are exploited, 
regardless of skin color. When the 
Negro fights against job d iscrim ­
ination he is laying the basis fo r 
ending the “ d iv ide -and-ru le ”  s it­
uation by which the boss holds 
down the wages and conditions of 
a ll workers. When the Negro 
fights the slumlords he is s tr ik ­
ing a b low  fo r better housing fo r 
all. When he fights against J im  
Crow schools he is helping to im ­
prove the entire educational sys­
tem. In  brie f, the Freedom Now 
movement is m aking th is country 
a better place fo r everyone to live  
in. In  g iv ing  fu l l  support to the 
fig h t of the Negro people The 
M ilita n t is championing the cause 
of a ll whites except those who 
p ro fit from  racism. E d ito r.]

Sold on First Sight
Philadelphia, Pa.

Please find  enclosed a money 
order fo r $1 and a coupon which 
was in the curren t issue of The 
M ilita n t.

K in d ly  send the in troductory 
four-m onth  M ilita n t subscription 
to us here fo r th is is the firs t issue 
we have seen and we find  i t  more 
than interesting. Thank you.

P.G.

From a Merchant Seaman
San Francisco, Calif.

I ’m a member of the National 
M aritim e  Union and have been 
since 1937. As of late, I ’ve begun 
to feel nothing bu t shame instead 
of pride in the carry ing  of this 
union book tha t once was a badge 
of honor amongst w ork ing  sea­
men. W orking men the w orld  
around recognized i t  as such.

Now Joseph Curran and his 
stooges have turned th is once 
strong union in to  a branch of 
big business, w ith  the Pension 
Plans tha t we must finance w ith  
our next tw o pay increases — tha t 
we w il l  never see — even though 
we were on strike  almost a month 
a couple of years ago fo r said in ­
creases. We have now been sold a 
new contract u n til 1969, which 
was ra tif ie d  in  a ll ports last M on­
day w ith  l it t le  protest. Because 
of the camouflage tha t was given 
on retirem ent and fringe benefits, 
no pay increases were discussed 
or asked fo r during  such contract.

W ell, th is a ll sounds good, but 
le t me clue a few  o f these over­
tim e-hungry  guys tha t are satis­
fied  w ith  these conditions. There 
are changes coming and you had 
better get o ff your cans and start 
looking around. You can see w hat 
has been done to you and w hat is 
being done to most of the rest of 
Labor.

Overtime tha t once was a penal­
ty  fo r w o rk ing  you over eight 
hours is now being used to keep 
you in  line by forc ing you to w ork 
i t  in  order to supplement your 
wages and to meet the cost of l iv ­
ing ashore. The H un tley -B rink ley

report of Aug. 27 stated tha t the 
cost o f liv in g  has reached the 
highest po in t in  the h istory of the 
USA. Jobs are getting scarcer in 
our industry  because of your 
w illingness to cut out jobs by 
w ork ing  overtim e and this fa lls  in  
line w ith  the big plan of the com­
panies and present Union o ffic ia ls 
to cut manning scales, such as 
Esso has already done on its 
tankers.

B ig business and these labor 
fakers have gotten together and 
agreed w ith  President Kennedy’s 
plan of no more wage increases, 
only fringe benefits tha t you’l l 
never see as automation comes 
more and more in to  th is industry 
and a ll others. Wages are frozen 
and you had better realize it, i f  
you and workers in  other indus­
tries are going to do anything 
to counteract th is B ig  Sellout. 
I t  would be good to sta rt by 
refusing to w ork  overtim e and 
thereby make Meany &  Co. 
start liv in g  up to the ir state­
ments of the M iam i convention 
about the shorter, 30-hour w ork  
week. I t  w ould also pu t pressure 
on Joseph Curran to carry out the 
part of the union constitution 
which says i t  shall be the du ty 
of the union to seek shorter hours; 
then you w il l  get tha t dream of 
the four-w a tch  system. More jobs 
fo r everybody, includ ing mates and 
engineers.

L e t’s start a campaign in  local 
union halls to get these union o f­
fic ia ls to w ork on the cost o f l iv -

Note to HUAC —  The fo llow ing  
story is reprinted in its en tire ty 
from  the Aug. 25 New Orleans 
Times-Picayune: “ NOME —  An 
Alaskan Eskimo has been found 
who claims to have seen Russian 
troops in  the U nited States.”

N o tify  the Man —  When book­
ing arrested s it- in  demonstrators 
at a J im  Crow housing trac t in  
Torrence, Calif., police asked them 
who to n o tify  in  case of sickness 
or death w h ile  in  ja il. Police Cap­
ta in John Maestri reported tha t of 
154 arrested, 95 per cent replied. 
“ John F. Kennedy.”

Dangerous D igging —  The Pub­
lic  H ealth Service reported Aug. 
25 that radiation apparently caused 
a high rate of fa ta l lung cancer 
among uran ium  miners in  seven 
western states. The service said a 
12-year study showed eleven can­
cer deaths among 768 m iners who 
worked underground fo r five  years 
or more. This is ten times the 
norm al lung-cancer rate.

Helpful Herbert —  H erbert S. 
W alter, the m illiona ire  bu ild ing  
contractor appointed to succeed 
the late Estes Kefauver as U.S. 
Senator from  Tennessee, is de­
scribed by the Memphis Press- 
Scim itar as possessing “ a conserv­
ative businessman’s approach to 
government.”  Says W alters: “ I
don’t  w ant anyth ing out of politics. 
M y  interest has always been to 
help the fe llow  who couldn’t  help 
him self.”

More Fallout Facts —  Accord­
ing to an Aug. 24 Washington AP  
dispatch, “ The Public H ealth Serv­
ice is try in g  to determine i f  there 
is any connection between certain 
types of cancer and b irth  deform ­
ities in  Nevada and U tah and 
radiation from  the Nevada nuclear 
test site.”  The H ealth Service 
began looking fo r the connection 
a fte r a citizens committee, com­

ing. Rollbacks in  rents and food 
ashore so you can once again be 
Union Men, not slaves, in  order to 
live.

You, yourselves, get involved 
w ith  local politics, religious 
groups, c iv ic organizations and put 
some heat on the landlord, banks 
and chain stores who are p icking 
your pocket w h ile  you w ork  12 to 
15 hours a day.

F.L.

Thinks W e Missed a Point
Brooklyn, N. Y.

The f irs t item  in  your column, 
I t  Was Reported in  the Press, re ­
ported tha t the c ity  of Vandalia, 
Ohio, had adopted an ordinance 
m aking i t  illegal to escape from  
ja il. The last item  in  the column 
was about a New York Times re­
port tha t ja ils  are badly over­
crowded. As a M arx is t paper, 
don’t  you th in k  i t  was your re ­
sponsibility  to tie  together these 
two obviously related facts?

J.H.B.
[We ju s t wanted to see i f  our 

readers were on the ball. Editor.]

W e're a Relief in Ft. Wayne
F o rt Wayne, Ind.

A lthough m y pocketbook is 
somewhat short, I cannot resist 
your special o ffer. Please send me 
The M ilita n t at the above listed 
address. In  fou r months I  w i l l  try  
to scrape up more. Your co lo rfu l 
style and socialist tru th  are great­
ly  appreciated by th is v ic tim  of

posed mostly of scientists, dis­
closed tha t the amount of rad io­
active iodine fa llin g  on the test- 
site region fa r exceeded govern­
ment safety lim its . The com m it­
tee said tha t an estimated 3,000 
children received heavy doses of 
the radioactive poison in  the ir 
m ilk  and tha t ten or 12 of them 
would probably be a fflic ted  w ith  
cancer of the thyro id.

Crazy, Man! — Twenty fu tu re  
managers of fa llou t shelters in  
Charlotte, N.C., spent the last n igh t 
of the ir study course in  a “ shel­
te r”  w hich was actua lly the base­
ment of the local Red Cross b u ild ­
ing. When the ir quarters got 
s tu ffy  they turned on the a ir con­
d ition ing. D uring  the course of 
the ir incarceration, reports the 
Charlotte Observer, some of them 
“ faked going crazy.”

Who Watches the Watchman? —
W ilm ark  Service System, Inc., 
w h ich  checks on the honesty of 
employes in  m ercantile establish­
ments was brought in to  court by 
the Departm ent of Labor and ad­
m itted  i t  had vio lated m in im um - 
wage, overtim e and record-keep­
ing provisions of the F a ir Labor 
Standards Act.

The Alliance at Work —  “ A l­
most a ll o f L a tin  Am erica’s big

fascist-dominated F o rt Wayne. 
One needs occasional re lie f from  
the ly in g  capita lis t press, which 
th e ir comic sections alone cannot 
provide. Keep up the fig h t for 
freedom!

R.P.

The Young Democrats
St. Paul, M inn.

An artic le  in  the August 20 
Minneapolis T ribune  reported that 
a recent convention o f Young 
Democrats from  13 western states 
urged resumption of U.S. d ip lo­
matic relations w ith  Cuba, l if t in g  
trave l restrictions to Cuba and 
China, and w ithd raw a l of A m er­
ican troops from  Vietnam. The 
convention, held at Berkeley, C ali­
forn ia, also demanded a non-ag­
gression pact between the N orth  
A tlan tic  Treaty Organization and 
the socialist nations of the Warsaw 
Pact and condemned compulsory 
a rb itra tion  in  labor disputes.

The po litica l polarization occur­
rin g  in th is country appears to be 
d riv in g  some of the Young Demo­
crats to the le ft. In  fact, a few  of 
th e ir stands are fu rth e r le ft than 
those taken by some Socialist Par­
ty  members. A ll  o f these positions 
stand in  d irect con flic t w ith  pre­
sent policies of the Democratic 
Party. I f  th is trend continues, 
many Young Democrats may be 
forced to fo llow  the logical con­
clusion of the ir position and disen­
gage themselves from  the Demo­
cratic Party.

D.J.

mines, fo r example, are owned by 
U.S. corporations. A lm ost a ll have 
received U.S. loans, which, as in  
the case of the Southern Peru Cop­
per Corp., are used to c la im  a 
higher investment so as to make 
pro fits  seem proportionate ly smal­
ler. N atu ra lly , not one of these 
mines ever runs short of the 
w ater i t  needs fo r its operation. 
B u t in  Peru’s Comas region, fo u r 
or five  children die every day 
ju s t from  lack of w ater.”  —  From  
The Great Fear: The Reconquest 
of La tin  Am erica fo r L a tin  A m er­
icans, by  John Gerassi.

Our Rational Society — Madi­
son Avenue enjoyed a record year 
in  1962 w ith  the nation ’s 100 top 
advertisers spending nearly $3 b il­
lion  to peddle the ir wares.

Our Flourishing Free Enter­
prise System — O f the 30,000 res­
taurants opened in  the U.S. each 
year, 27,000 fa il, according to fig­
ures compiled by industry sources.

Inflated Bodies —  The human 
body, once chem ically price-tagged 
at 98 cents is now w orth  $34.54, 
according to scientists. This is due 
to the present high cost o f chem­
ica l compounds. The scientists 
d idn ’t say i f  the new estimate in ­
cludes the going price of stron­
tiu m  90.

Thought for the Week
“ We w il l  not stop u n til the dogs stop b iting  us in  the South, and 

the rats stop b iting  us in  the N orth ." —  From  message to the March 
on Washington by James Farmer, national d irector of CORE, then in 
the Donaldsonville, La., ja il.
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DEFIED C U B A  T R A V E L  B A N . Students, who visited Cuba this 
summer in defiance of S tate Departm ent ban, landing at Id le - 
w ild  A irport Aug. 29. On landing, 45 of them sat down in a ir­
port im m igration section fo r four hours, refusing to yield up their 
passports which Im m igration officials had threatened to stamp 
“not va lid .” F in a lly  officials gave in and let them through w ith ­
out stamping passports. But several have been subpoenaed to 
appear before H U A C , and F B I has threatened to g rill all of them. 
<For in terv iew  w ith  two returned students, see page 3.)

Protest Detroit Police Brutality
DETROIT — The Socialist 

W orkers P arty  on Aug. 27 began 
d is tribu tion  of a leafle t attacking 
the police b ru ta lity  which erupted 
in  two k illin g s  in  this c ity  in  July. 
E n titled  “ Against Police B ru ­
ta lity ,’ the leafle t scored the w h ite ­
washing of the cops who shot down 
C ynthia Scott and Kenneth Evans.

C ity, county and state offic ia ls 
(a ll “ lib e ra l”  Democrats) have 
sanctioned these k illings , which 
clim axed a series of b ru ta l acts 
by the cops in the Negro and 
working-class neighborhoods.

In  January 1961, the SWP dis­
tribu ted  leaflets ca lling on the 
Negro people of D e tro it to organ­
ize fo r self-defense and to vote 
M ayor M ir ia n i out of office. When 
Cavanagh defeated M iria n i fo r 
mayor in  November and appointed 
a “ re fo rm ”  police commissioner, 
George Edwards, the SWP dis­
tribu ted  another leafle t ra ising the 
call fo r a police review board as 
a better answer to police b ru ta lity  
than the promises of libera l 
Democrats.

100% Support
In  its latest leaflet, the SWP 

expresses 100 per cent support of 
the recent demonstrations pro­
testing police b ru ta lity  and out­
lines a fou r-po in t program to end 
it.

1) I t  urges form ation o f block 
committees fo r defense against 
illega l search and arrest.

2) I t  demands tha t cops be dis­
armed, noting that, at the tim e of 
the k illings, Police Commissioner 
Edwards was on a junke t in  Eng­
land and couldn’t  have fa iled to 
observe that the police there do 
not carry guns.

3) I t  urges that labor and Negro 
movements raise the demand 
fo r an elected police review  board
—  to which victim s of police b ru ­
ta lity  could go fo r justice —  and 
wage independent campaigns to 
put the ir own representatives on 
such a board.

4) I t  cites the fu t i l i ty  of re ly ­
ing on liberals or others in  the 
tw o-pa rty  power structure, and 
urges the labor and Negro move­
ments to take the road of inde­
pendent po litica l action against 
the capita lis t po litica l machines. 
The SWP leafle t gives fu ll sup­
port to the idea of a Freedom Now 
Party  w hich many Negro m ili­

tants are proposing as a way out 
of the po litica l impasse. Such a 
course, i t  says, would be the most 
effective way to get r id  of 
Cavanagh, who r ich ly  deserves to 
be defeated in  the 1965 mayoralty 
election because of his arrogance 
towards the protests.

“ I  cannot a ffo rd  to waste my 
tim e m aking money." —  Louis 
Agassiz (1807-1873) Swiss nat­
u ra lis t and teacher in  America.

BLOO M INGTO N, Ind. —  A t its 
S ixteenth National Congress, held 
here from  August 18 to 29, the 
N ational S t u d e n t  Association 
passed a resolution on academic 
freedom strongly supporting the 
three Young Socialist A lliance 
members at Indiana U n ivers ity  
who have been indicted under In ­
diana’s “ anti-subversion”  A ct of 
1951.

The National Student Associa­
tion, the nation’s largest student 
organization, speaking fo r student 
bodies at 300 colleges and un ive r­
sities, declared that “ USNSA be­
lieves tha t the action (ind ictm ent) 
taken against the IU  students 
(YSAers) and the pressures put 
upon the U n ivers ity  adm inistra­
tion  are in  fact based upon pre­
judices against the students’ po­
lit ica l views, ra ther than because 
of any c rim ina l action.”

Tom Morgan, James Bingham 
and Ralph L ev itt, officers of the 
YSA at IU , were firs t indicted in 
M ay of this year by a Monroe 
County grand ju ry  a fte r a three- 
month “ tria l-by-new spaper”  car­
ried on by the zealous county 
prosecutor, Thomas A. Hoadley.

That indictm ent was throw n 
out by the County C ircu it Court 
fo r fa u lty  wording. However, the 
students were re-indicted on Ju ly  
18 by another grand ju ry . I f  con­
victed, they face one to three 
years imprisonment.

In  spite of Prosecutor Hoadley’s 
attempts to use the local press to 
smear the students, the IU  ad­
m in is tra tion  has refused to w ith ­
draw  o ffic ia l recognition of the 
Young Socialist A lliance as a 
campus organization.

The Committee to A id  the 
Bloom ington Students, P.O. Box 
7797, Chicago, 111. 60680, is asking 
a ll persons concerned w ith  aca­
demic freedom and c iv il liberties 
to lend the ir names to support of 
the defendants and to contribute 
towards the costs of the legal de­
fense. ^

By Clifton DeBerry  
Socialist W orkers Party Candidate 
for Brooklyn Councilman at Large

Hearst’s New Y ork  Journal 
Am erican  carried a column Aug. 
31 by Jack Lo tto  w hich was en­
titled , “ Reds S p lit on B lack 
Muslim s.”  And to add a nice 
ominous touch to it, a subtitle  
warned: “ On Y our Guard.”  In  the 
column, Lo tto  dishes up a s tink- 
bomb type “ inside dope”  story 
h in ting  that a secret, dangerous a l­
liance has been forged between 
the B lack M uslim s and the Social­
ist W orkers Party.

As one peg fo r his “ revelation,”  
Hearstman Lotto  exploits the re ­
cent shameful attack on the B lack 
Muslims by leaders of the Com­
m unist Party. He quotes Com­
m unist P arty  spokesman James 
Jackson who made the slanderous 
assertion on Ju ly  7 tha t “ The 
M uslim  organization in general, 
and Malcolm  X  in particu la r, are 
u ltra -reactionary forces . . .”

Lo tto  doesn’t  quite know what 
to make of the fact tha t the Com­
munist P arty  leaders are try ing  
a w fu lly  hard to w in  the approval 
of the “ respectable”  Negro lead­
ers and th in k  they can make head­
way in  tha t d irection by doing a 
hatchet job on the Muslims.

B ut Lo tto  apparently feels he 
can get in a good k ick  of his own 
at both the Muslims and the SWP 
by ty ing  them together in  some 
k ind  o f a “ conspiracy.”

W hile  the Communist P arty  was 
attacking the Muslims, Lo tto  in ­
forms his readers, “ another cited 
subversive group, the ‘Socialist 
Workers P arty ,’ a T ro tskyite  Com­
munist organization was holding 
its closed convention in  New 
York.”

M r. Lotto  then presents his “ ex­
pose”  o f w hat is supposed to have 
happened at the convention: 

“ A ttending this M a rx is t-Len - 
in is t parley as delegates and guests 
were M uslim  members who par­
ticipated in discussions on resolu­
tions on Negro activities, which

I Interview with New Orleans Picket...................................... .

Young Negroes Wage Fight on Job Bias
By H a rry  Ring

NEW ORLEANS — A  b rie f v is it 
here is enough to make clear tha t 
there’s something new going on in 
th is cu ltu ra l capita l of the “ old 
Southland.”  The f irs t th ing  that 
h it m y eye as I came onto Canal 
Street, the c ity ’s main thorough­
fare and downtown shopping area, 
was a Negro boy, who looked no 
more than ten, marching w ith  
m ilita ry  bearing and carry ing a 
sign tha t declared: “ Stay Out — 
We’re P lanning fo r the Fu tu re !”

He was among a dozen pickets, 
most of whom appeared to be 
teen-agers, marching in  the b ro il­
ing sun in  the busy shopping area. 
T he ir signs appealed to passers-by 
to with old the ir patronage u n til 
the stores ended discrim ination in 
h ir in g  and in  the ir treatm ent of 
Negro customers. Some of the 
signs appealed to the good sense 
of Negroes others sought to evoke 
a sp irit o f fa ir  p lay in  whites.

No Bargain
A  young woman held a lo ft a 

placard that read: “ Is Freedom 
W orth a D o lla r Bargain? Don’t 
Buy.”

“ Don’t Short-Change Youth — 
Give Them a Chance to Get De­
cent Jobs,”  declared a poster car­
ried by a ta ll, athletic young man. 
He was Raphael Cassimere Jr., 
one of the Negro students who in ­
tegrated Louisiana State U n ive r­
s ity  at New Orleans. He’s been 
spending his summer as a picket 
captain fo r the New Orleans 
NAACP adult chapter and youth

council which are jo in t ly  spon­
soring the anti-b ias action.

Stepping o ff the line to direct 
a picket to an uncovered entrance 
at Sears Roebuck several blocks 
away, he took out a few  minutes 
to explain w hat was going on.

The pickets are demanding tha t 
the stores h ire  Negroes as clerks 
and fo r other than non-m enial 
positions. They are also demand­
ing equality of treatm ent fo r Negro 
customers, includ ing abolition of 
“ w h ite ”  and “ colored”  toilets and 
dressing rooms and segregated 
stand-up lunch bars.

About 150 people have p a rti­
cipated in  the picketing, Cassi- 
m ire, said, bu t the action has been 
sustained by a solid group of about 
75, most of them high-school and 
college students.

W hat was the reaction of the 
whites to the pickets? “ There’s 
some insults,”  he replied, “ bu t 
we’re used to that. B u t the th ing 
tha t’s rea lly  encouraging is tha t 
about a dozen whites — most of 
them students —  have joined our 
line. W hat happens is tha t a few 
are brave enough to express them­
selves and then others come out.”

There have been only tw o cases 
of violence against pickets, so far, 
he said. B u t those tw o seemed a 
b it more than coincidental. F irst, 
L lew elyn Soniat, the adult ad­
viser to the NAACP Youth Coun­
c il was attacked by a passerby. 
Then, a week later, his son, Don­
ald Soniat, was also attacked by 
a passerby.

“ B u t we haven’t  had any seri­

ous trouble,”  Cassimere explained, 
“ and the morale is tops. You can 
see fo r yourself. We had a fund ­
raising dance last n igh t that d idn ’t 
end up ’t i l l  a fte r one o’clock, but 
everybody’s r ig h t out here this 
m orning.”

The demonstrators have already 
registered some gains. A  women’s 
apparel store has agreed to h ire  
a Negro c lerk and do away w ith  
segregated dressing rooms. A  
men’s shoe store that already has 
one Negro clerk has agreed to hire 
another.

Verbal Concessions
Meanwhile M ayor C. V ic to r 

Schiro has made some verbal con­
cessions, bu t these may not stand 
up. On Aug. 12, ju s t before leav­
ing on a “ goodw ill”  tou r of Mexico 
he averted a demonstration at C ity 
H a ll by agreeing to elim inate 
“ w h ite ”  and “ colored”  signs 
from  the public to ilets in  the 
m unicipa l bu ild ing  and to perm it 
Negroes to apply fo r jobs in  the 
sanitation and fire  departments. 
“ That’s ju s t to apply  fo r jobs,”  
Cassimere care fu lly  noted. “ No­
body’s promised yet tha t anyone 
w il l  get them.”

“ Schirro ’s a po litic ian ,”  he con­
tinued, “ and the Citizens Council 
is pouring the heat on h im  now, 
so don’t be surprised i f  he backs 
down.”

Bu t tha t possib ility doesn’t seem 
to bother Raphael Cassimere and 
his fe llow  freedom-now fighters. 
One of the ir posters reads: “ This 
May Be the Heart of D ix ie  B ut 
We’l l  P icket ’T il l  We M ix  I t ! ”

Clifton D eBerry

called fo r closer SWP orientation 
toward the M uslim  movement. The 
co-operation resolution won near­
ly  unanimous endorsement.”

Let me make ju s t a few  com­
ments on these assertions. F irst,
I can state that none o f the del­
egates were B lack Muslims. Sec­
ondly, I  don’t  know  whether or 
not any of the guests were Mus­
lims, but I  can be equally positive 
in  stating tha t i f  any were present 
as guests they were completely 
welcome to be there.

F ina lly , M r. Lo tto  most like ly  
got his big “ expose”  when a copy 
of The M ilita n t  o f Aug. 5 came 
across his desk. That issue con­
tained both an artic le  about the 
Communist P a rty  attack on the 
Muslim s and a report on the 
“ closed”  SWP convention.

Nationalist Mood
The great m a jo rity  o f the del­

egates agreed that the ris ing  na­
tiona lis t mood of Am erican Ne­
groes —  of w h ich  the grow th of 
the B lack Muslim s is one m ani­
festation —  and the grow ing de­
mand of rank -and -file  c iv il-r ig h ts  
activists fo r an independent, a ll­
black leadership is h igh ly  p ro ­
gressive. The convention declared 
its fu l l  support to a ll groups and 
movements fo r Negro rights —  
whether they be “ in tegra tion is t”  
or “ nationalist.”

F ina lly , le t me give M r. Lo tto  a 
“ scoop.”  Men and women of color 
in  the Socialist W orkers Party
— m yself included —  consider 
themselves “ revo lu tionary nation­
alists.”  We’re nationalists in  the 
sense tha t we are f irm ly  con­
vinced tha t to w in  the ir righ ts the 
Negro people must bu ild  the ir 
own, independent movement com­
plete ly free o f dom ination by the 
w hite  power structure. That’s 
w hy the bu ild ing  of an a ll-B lack  
Freedom Now P arty is a p rinc ipa l 
p lank in m y p la tfo rm  as candidate 
fo r B rooklyn Councilman at Large.

And we’re revolutionaries in 
tha t we are convinced that the 
road to complete emancipation lies 
in  the abolition of capitalism. 
That’s w hy we’re w ith  the Social­
ist W orkers Party.

Journalist to Speak 
In N.Y. on Cuba Trip

NEW YORK — Journa list 
Charles P. Howard, Sr., jus t re ­
turned from  an extensive tou r of 
Cuba, w il l  report on his tr ip , at 
a meeting of the M ilita n t Labor 
Forum, Friday, Sept. 13, 8:30 p.m. 
at Adelphi H a ll, 74 F if th  Avenue.

Head of the Howard News Serv­
ice, M r. Howard is UN and fo r­
eign correspondent fo r the A fro -  
American  and Muhammad Speaks. 
H is most recent report from  Cuba 
was an in te rv iew  w ith  Juan A l­
meida, head of the Cuban army.

NSA Condemns 
Prosecution of 
Young Socialists

Hearst Columnist in Smear 
Of Black Muslims and SWP


