
Washington Acts 
To Speed Up the 
Anti-Cuba Drive

By Charles Gardner
Washington is prom oting a drive 

to use the “ legal fram ew ork”  of 
the Organization of American 
States fo r a new invasion of Cuba 
or fo r intensified measures to 
strangle tha t island economically 
and d ip lom atically. Simultaneous­
ly  signs are emerging w ith in  the 
Johnson adm inistration of an even 
harsher anti-Cuba po licy than 
under Kennedy.

The OAS council voted in  Wash­
ington Dec. 4 to set in  m otion the 
machinery of the Rio Pact, which 
provides fo r collective action — 
inc lud ing armed force — against 
any “ aggressive in te rven tion ”  in 
the in te rna l a ffa irs  of a member 
state. Venezuela has accused Cuba 
of such aggression in  allegedly 
smuggling arms to Venezuelan 
guerrillas. A  five-man OAS com­
mission was appointed to go to 
Venezuela and investigate the 
“ evidence.”

The OAS is a tool of State De­
partm ent policy and the action 
on ly  reflects State Departm ent 
wishes. No such OAS investigation 
or “ collective action”  was taken 
against the U.S. a fte r i t  admitted 
sponsoring the Bay of Pigs inva­
sion of Cuba. This commission 
w il l  be as subservient to Wash­
ington’s anti-Cuba policy as the 
OAS has always been and w il l  
most l ik e ly  “ corroborate”  the 
charges against Cuba. I t  is made up 
o f representatives of governments
— U.S., Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Argentina, U ruguay —  a ll of 
w hich voted in  late 1961 to expel 
Cuba from  the OAS.

Only Purpose
No shade of ob jec tiv ity  in  re­

spect to Cuba can be expected 
from  such a commission. Its  only 
purpose in  m aking the tr ip  to Ve­
nezuela w il l  be to give greater 
p laus ib ility  to the charges and 
fu rth e r publicize them. The 
charges themselves, as we tried  
to show in  The M ilita n t last week, 
are based on extrem ely dubious 
evidence —  a cache of arms tha t 
could easily have been planted by 
the Betancourt government and 
the C IA . I t  has been revealed since 
tha t a ll the weapons but six are 
of U.S. manufacture. Those six, a l­
legedly bearing Cuban arm y m ark­
ings, could have easily been pro­
vided by the C IA . In  fact, one 
Cuban counter-revolutionary has 
offered to testify  to the OAS 
commission on the grounds —  tha t 
he helped buy such weapons when 
he was in  the Cuban Rebel A rm y!

I f  the commission, as is like ly , 
ignores the contrived nature of 
the “ evidence”  and supports Vene­
zuela’s charges, the U.S. can then 
cite the Rio trea ty and call fo r 
collective sanctions against Cuba. 
Such sanctions can be voted by 
tw o-th irds of the member states, 
in w hich case the action is binding 
on a ll members —  except in  the 
case of armed intervention.

The most lik e ly  collective action 
short of invasion w ould be the 
breaking of a ll rem aining d ip lo­
matic and economic ties w ith  Cuba
—  which would force Mexico, 
B razil, Chile and Uruguay to sever

A Moral Point
A  point for all Americans 

to ponder was made in the 
Dec. 9 issue of I .  F. S tone’s 
B i-W e e k ly , an independent 
journal published in  W ash­
ington, D . C. Stone wrote: 

“One w ay to demonstrate 
to the world in the wake of 
the President’s assassination 
that we are a civilized people 
would be to pass a law  fo r­
bidding the C IA  ever, d irect­
ly or indirectly, to finance or 
plan the k illin g  of a foreign 
leader w e dislike.”

the d iplom atic and trade relations 
they maintain. This would mean 
the end of the only a ir passenger 
tra ffic  to Cuba in  the Western 
Hemisphere — that w ith  Mexico 
— which alone would be a hard 
blow to Cuba.

The Johnson adm inistration, 
pushing to fu rth e r isolate Cuba, 
seems to favor a tougher policy 
toward Cuba and La tin  America 
in general. The day the OAS com­
mission departed, Johnson dis­
cussed Venezuela’s charges at a 
high-level meeting w ith  Secretary 
of State Rusk. That day he also 
issued a heavy-handed statement 
on the kidnapping o f Am erican o f­
fic ia ls  by Bo liv ian  miners. The 
New York Herald-Tribune  ap­
p rov ing ly  described tha t “ firs t 
meeting of a foreign crisis”  by 
the new president as “ Texas 
tough.”

Texas Toughness
M ax Frankel, Washington cor­

respondent of the N e w  York  
Times, reports fu rth e r inclinations 
toward Texas toughness. Johnson, 
he says, has ordered a special 
review  of U.S. po licy toward 
Cuba, w ith  an eye to toughening 
i t  up.

Johnson reportedly asked “ sev­
eral government departments to 
re-evaluate th e ir programs of sup­
po rt fo r anti-Castro organizations, 
trade embargo against Cuba, the 
e ffo rt to  isolate Cuba from  the 
rest o f L a tin  America and a ll 
other overt and covert projects.”

Frankel also brings up a K en­
nedy statement made at the end 
of the Cuban crisis in  October 
1962 tha t i f  offensive weapons 
were kept out of the hemisphere 
and i f  Cuba re fra ined from  export­
ing “ aggression,”  there would be 
“ peace in the Caribbean.”  Now, 
according to Frankel, there is 
some question “ whether one of 
M r. Kennedy’s qualifications is 
s ti l l  applicable.”  He was re fe rring  
to Venezuela’s charges.

These ominous signs of a gov­
ernm ent build-up against Cuba 
come at a tim e when a hysterical 
and malicious campaign by the 
righ t-w ing  press, led by the Hearst 
papers and U.S. News and W orld  
Report, is p ic tu ring  the assassina­
tion o f President Kennedy as a 
“ p lo t”  hatched in  Havana. The 
ye llow  press, of course, cites the 
government charges of Cuban 
“ aggression”  and “ te rro rism ”  in  
Venezuela and elsewhere to back 
up its vicious assertions.

ACLU Raps 
Dallas Cops 
On Oswald

By Fred Halstead
DEC. 10 —  The American C iv il 

L iberties Union issued a statement 
Dec. 5 charging Dallas police and 
prosecuting o ffic ia ls w ith  gross 
violations of c iv il liberties in the 
case of Lee H. Oswald, the accused 
assassin o f President Kennedy. I t  
also recommended that the Presi­
dential Commission headed by 
Chief Justice Earl Warren “ make a 
thorough exam ination of the trea t­
ment accorded Oswald.”

The AC LU  statement declared 
that:

1) Oswald was tried and convict­
ed in the public m ind by the press, 
radio and TV w ith  the statements 
released by Dallas authorities.

2) I f  Oswald had lived, to stand 
tr ia l in the atmosphere created by 
these statements, i t  would have 
been “ sim ply impossible”  fo r him  
to have received a fa ir  t r ia l on 
any of the charges against him.

3) I f  Oswald had lived to stand 
tr ia l and were convicted, “ the 
courts w ould very like ly  have re­
versed the conviction because of 
the pre jud ic ia l pre-tria l pub lic ity .”

4) “ Oswald’s k ill in g  is d irectly  
related to the police capitu lation 
to the glare of pub lic ity .”

5) Oswald should have had the 
r ig h t to consult counsel from  the 
moment o f his arrest i f  he so de­
sired, and tha t there are conflic t­
ing statements on whether or not 
he was deprived of this right. 
“ U n til fu rth e r in form ation is dis­
closed,”  said the ACLU  statement,
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All- White Jury Railroads 
Rights Worker in Georgia

Earl Warren

THE NEW SUICIDES IN VIETNAM

DEC. 10 —  Ralph A llen , a fie ld  
w orker in the Student Non-violent 
Coordinating Committee’s Negro 
voter-registration pro ject in  Sum­
ter County, Ga., was convicted 
Dec. 5 in  Americus on a trumped- 
up charge of “ assault w ith  in ten t 
to m urder.”

This conviction by an all-w hite 
ju ry  is another move in  a con­
certed campaign by the w hite  
power structure of Americus to 
force the c iv il-righ ts movement out 
of town. S ligh tly  more than ha lf 
the county’s inhabitants are Ne­
groes.

In  another development, the 
home o f a Negro woman, who has 
aided the SNCC voter-registration 
drive  in  Southwest Georgia, was 
raked w ith  gunfire  Sunday m orn­
ing Dec. 8 and then shattered by 
a bomb. The woman, Mrs. Caro­
line  Daniels, was wounded in the 
foot. Mrs. Daniels has housed 
Negro and w h ite  SNCC fie ld  
workers. H er house is in  Dawson, 
about 25 miles southwest of A m eri­
cus and 22 miles northwest of 
A lbany.

Two Year Sentence
A llen , a 22-year-old w h ite  stu­

dent from  Melrose, Mass., has been 
sentenced to tw o years in  prison. 
He is one of three SNCC workers 
who were recently held w ithou t 
bond in  Americus fo r over 80 days 
on “ insurrection”  charges carry ing 
a possible penalty of death.

The other tw o are Don H arris, 
Negro, of New York, and John 
Perdew, w hite, of Denver, Colo. 
Also held on the insurrection 
charges was Zev A leony of CORE. 
A fte r nation-w ide pub lic ity  on the 
“ insurrection”  case, a panel of 
federal judges threw  out the 
charges and ordered the four 
young men released Nov. 1. Short­
ly  thereafter, A llen, H arris, Per­
dew and Thomas McDaniel, a Ne­
gro SNCC w orker from  Americus, 
were indicted on the “ assault w ith  
in ten t to m urder”  charges.

Solic itor General Pace told re­
porters tha t the prosecution w il l

Officials Seek to Hide Facts
By Steve Graham

DEC. 10 —  Three people have 
burned themselves to death in 
South V ietnam since the over­
throw  of the Diem regime. Do 
these protest suicides m ark the be­
g inning of another campaign such 
as led to D iem ’s downfall?

U n til the dram atic self-immola­
tions of last summer, the tyranny 
and religious oppression, under 
which the South Vietnamese peo­
ple lived, were largely unknown 
to the outside w orld . The Diem 
government maintained a tigh t 
censorship. And U.S. offic ia ls, fo l­
low ing W ashington’s line  of “ sink 
or swim w ith  Diem,”  exerted great 
pressure on the news media of 
the “ free w o rld ”  and discouraged 
reporters from  exposing or c ritic iz ­
ing the Diem regime. The big- 
business-controlled press of the 
U.S. almost in  its en tire ty went 
along w ith  this policy of censor­
ship and whitewash.

B u t f in a lly  the Vietnamese peo­
ple broke through th is curta in  of 
silence and falsehood and got the ir 
story before a scandalized w orld.

They did th is through the self­
m artyrdom  o f the ir Buddhist 
monks who shocked the w orld  to 
attention w ith  suicides by fire . 
Thus even the American people 
learned that the “ democracy”  they 
were helping to make w ar on 
the South Vietnamese guerrillas 
was in tru th  a bloody despotism.

Since the recent suicides threat­
en to underm ine the regime of the 
generals, who w ith  U.S. packing 
fin a lly  replaced Diem, the Saigon 
police have tried  to cover them up 
and the U.S. press has played 
them down.

The firs t suicide, by a poor 
servant g ir l, was to protest “ V ie t­
namese figh ting  Vietnamese.”  The 
second took place near U.S. A m ­
bassador Lodge’s residence. Was 
i t  to protest U.S. m ilita ry  in terven­
tion in the country? And the th ird  
—  in a cemetery —  may have been 
to call attention to the mounting 
to ll o f deaths in the c iv il war.

The U.S. press, w hich has given 
only passing coverage to these 
self-immolations, claims i t  cannot 
te ll whether they were po litica lly

motivated. They do not w ish the 
new message of protest against the 
U.S.-backed government to get out.

There are other examples of 
suppression of the true  story of 
events in Vietnam. The conceal­
ment of the deteriorating m ilita ry  
situation is one. This has recently 
become so grave that fu l l  conceal­
ment is no longer possible. Re­
ports are leaking through tha t key 
outposts and whole areas are be­
ing abandoned to gue rrilla  control 
by government troops and the ir 
U.S. allies.

Ambassador Lodge hu rried ly  
le ft Washington, D.C. Nov. 24, a l­
though he was scheduled to attend 
President Kennedy’s funeral the 
next day. On his tr ip  back to 
Saigon he stopped in Paris to con­
su lt w ith  French officia ls. Now 
Secretary of Defense McNamara 
is being sent to Saigon, also by 
way of Paris. Washington offic ia ls 
denied there was anything unusual 
about either tr ip  but did not ex­
plain.

The Am erican people are being 
(Continued on Page 6)
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Ralph Allen

w a it u n til a fte r A lle n ’s appeal is 
filed  before try in g  the other three 
defendants. A llen  is free on $5,000 
bond.

Defense attorney C. B. K ing  of 
A lbany, Ga. said he would appeal, 
p a rtly  on the ground tha t a grand 
ju ry  presentment read in the court­
room where A lle n ’s ju ry  was being 
selected helped prejudice some of 
the jurors.

Recent Demonstrations
The presentment characterized 

the recent c iv il-righ ts  demonstra­
tions as “ lawless”  and said the 
federal ru lin g  against the insur­
rection charges was a “ body blow 
directed at state courts.”

The foreman of the grand ju ry , 
Tommy Hooks 3rd, told a reporter 
last September: “ I  hope they w i l l1 
get any outsider fo r anyth ing they 
can get them fo r t i l l  they fin d  out 
that they are not wanted here.”  

The “ in ten t to m urder”  charges 
against the fou r SNCC workers 
are based on a demonstration by 
some 200 Negroes in  downtown 
Americus last summer. A fte r police 
began arresting the peaceful dem­
onstrators, a cop was allegedly 
s ligh tly  in ju red  by a brick . No 
testimony was produced to show 
tha t A llen  th rew  the b rick  or 
urged anyone else to do so.
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A  M I L I T A N T  I N T E R V I E W

An Integrated Peace Walk in the South
B y Jack Marsh

A t the Student Nonvio lent Co­
ord ina ting  Committee’s fou rth  an­
nual conference recently held in  
Washington, D. C., I  had the 
pleasure of meeting Ray Robinson, 
Jr., a partic ipant in  the peace w a lk 
to Cuba sponsored by the Com m it­
tee fo r Non-Violent Action.

Robinson, who is 29, Negro, ta ll 
and w e ll-bu ilt, radiates confidence 
and determ ination. H is face s till 
bore scars and burns from  the 
electric cattle prods used on h im  
and other members of the w a lk  
by the police in  G r iff in , Ga.

He to ld  me tha t a fte r members 
of the Quebec-to-Guantanamo 
peace w a lk  were released from  the 
Jail in G riffin , they proceeded to 
Macon. [The beating and pe rsecu ­
tion of the marchers in  G r if f in  was 
described in  the Nov. 25 M il l  
tant.]

Pass Out Leaflets
There they began to pass out 

leaflets expla in ing th e ir aims of 
friendly relations w ith  Cuba, dis­
armament, pacifism, etc. Macon 
police arrested them on Nov. 19. 
Ten walkers were pu t in  the hole 
In  the Jail the f irs t day. Ray said 
the hole measured five  feet by five  
feet and was, of course, inhum an­
ly  sm all fo r  ten people. B u t they 
felt i t  was sign ificant th a t they 
had integrated the hole in  the 
Macon C ity  ja il  fo r the f irs t  time. 
"O n ly  we d idn ’t  know  tha t we 
would integrate i t  in  such large 
numbers in  so small a space.”

They were given 13-day sen­
tences on three charges: d isturb ing 
the peace, marching w ithou t a per­
m it, and contempt of court. The 
last charge stemmed from  the ir 
re fusa l to observe segregation 
ru les in  the courtroom. Robinson 
refused to s it in the “ colored sec­
tion” and his w h ite  companions 
supported his determined stand.

Institution of Segregation
N or w ould they raise th e ir r igh t 

hands and be sworn. They stated 
instead, that the court was not a 
constitu tional court bu t an ins ti­
tution of segregation. They fu rth e r 
noted tha t no Am erican flag  was 
displayed there and challenged 
this as v io la ting  a basic require­
ment fo r state and federal courts.

A fte r they had been in  ja il  fo r 
several days, g ir l students from  
local Wesleyan College and M er­
cer College jo ined w ith  the local 
N AAC P branch in  a demonstra­
tion at the ja il. Robinson de­
scribed the head o f the NAACP 
branch, W illia m  P. Randel, a local 
contractor, as m ilita n t and h igh ly  
respected in  Macon’s Negro com­
munity. Some 50 pickets demand-

S P R E A D IN G  PEA C E M ESSA G E. Poet and journalist Barbara  
Dem ing distributes leaflets to Southern fam ily . She was on one 
section of the C N V A ’s Quebec-W ashington-Guantanam o Peace 
W alk.

DETROIT
36 Years of THE MILITANT. An his­

toric sketch by long-time editor George 
Breitman, Fri.t Dec. 20. 8 p.m. Debs 
Hall, 3737 Woodward. Ausp. Friday 
Night Socialist Forum.

MINNEAPOLIS 
THE U.S. PRISON SYSTEM —  Why It 

Should Be Abolished. Speaker Joseph 
Johnson, Fri., Dec. 20, 8:30 p.m. Debs 
Hall 240, 704 Hennepin Ave. Ausp. Fri­
day Night Socialist Forum.

NEW YORK 
America's Program for War. An an­

alysis of current U.S. m ilitary tactics by 
Richard Roberts, former editor Sanity 
magazine. Fri., Dec. 20, 8:30 p.m. 116 
University Place. Contrib. $1. Ausp. M ili­
tant Labor Forum.

PHILADELPHIA 
Politics and the Struggle for Black 

Equality. Speaker, CLIFTON DE BERRY. 
Fri., Dec. 20, 8:15 p.m. Garvey Hall, 
1611 W . Columbia Ave. Ausp. Militant 
Labor Forum. » * »

Hear Clifton De Berry on WDAS, 1480 
on your dial, Thur., Dec. 19, 11:05 p.m.

ed the release of the imprisoned 
peace walkers.

A round 1 p.m. F riday afternoon, 
Nov. 22, word came to Macon 
tha t President Kennedy had been 
assassinated. Approxim ate ly  an 
hour later, police released the 
Cuba peace w alkers and to ld them 
to get out of town immediately.

They proceeded to A tlanta  
where they were arrested fo r  dis­
tr ib u tin g  a leafle t w hich they had 
w ritte n  and mimeographed en 
route from  Macon.

This leafle t said: “ John F. Ken­
nedy is dead, k illed  by an assas­
sin’s bulle t. We mourn his death. 
As human beings, we deplore the 
loss of any life ; as American c it­
izens, we regret the crisis and tu r ­
m o il his death caused our nation; 
bu t i t  is as believers in  non-viol­
ence tha t we most strongly react 
to th is senseless deed. Two other 
men, alleged assassin Lee Oswald 
and policeman J. D. T ipp it, have 
since died by shooting in  events 
grow ing out of the assassination. 
We v ig il today in  sorrow fo r these 
three deaths and to witness fo r an 
a lternative to the violence and 
fear w hich caused them.

Stunned by Murders
“ . . . We were a ll stunned by 

the murders tha t have happened; 
now is a tim e fo r courage to try  
to understand how such bru ta lities 
came about and to recognize the 
b ru ta lities  in  w hich we ourselves 
are partic ipating. How can we be 
shocked by the m urder of our 
President, yet feel reassured by 
news releases stating there was 
never a tim e during the crisis 
when our nation lacked the cap­
a b ility  to retaliate, in  case of 
atomic attack, w ith  weapons 
capable of k ill in g  m illions?

“ Can we condemn the m urder of 
Lee Oswald, yet condone the w il l ­
ingness o f the state to have ex­
ecuted h im  i f  he had been found 
gu ilty?  We grieved at the deaths 
of Medgar Evers, W illia m  Moore 
and the B irm ingham  children, but 
strangely, we are unconcerned that 
10,000 people a day starve to death 
in  the w o rld  w h ile  our bins are 
fil le d  w ith  surplus food and we 
spend m illions on nuclear weapons.

“ L e t us mourn each man who 
dies and begin bu ild ing  a w orld  
in  w h ich  exp lo itation is replaced 
by service, and violence is replaced 
by persuasion and nonviolence . . . ”

Robinson tem porarily  le ft the 
m arch to re tu rn  to Washington, 
his home town, to partic ipate in  
the SNCC conference. A fte r at­
tending the fin a l tw o days’ ses­
sions, he boarded a bus w ith  a 
group of SNCC fie ld  workers re­

tu rn ing  to the Southern battle- 
fron t.

He was enthusiastic about the 
conference and said tha t he had 
learned much which would sustain 
his fa ith  and strengthen h im  in  
the fig h t fo r peace and freedom in 
the Southern towns which lay on 
the route betwen A tlan ta  and 
M iam i, where the walkers w il l  a t­
tem pt to embark fo r Cuba. Im ­
mediately coming up on the w a lk ’s 
itin e ra ry  a fte r A tlan ta  are the 
notorious cities o f Americus and 
A lbany. '

" I f  my theory of re la tiv ity  is 
proven successful, Germany w il l  
claim  me as a German and France 
w il l  declare that I  am a citizen of 
the w orld . Should m y theory prove 
untrue, France w il l  say tha t I  am 
a German, and Germany w il l  de­
clare tha t I  am a Jew.”  —  A lb e rt 
E instein (1879-1955)

A t least 6,000 production and 
w h ite -co lla r workers w il l  lose 
the ir jobs at the Studebaker Corp., 
w hich has jus t announced plans 
to ha lt production of its cars in  
the U.S.

The company’s m u lti-m illio n - 
do lla r fac ilities in  South Bend, 
Ind., w il l  be closed down and a ll 
production transferred to a p lant 
in  Ham ilton, O ntario (Canada). 
One reason given fo r the closure 
is the in a b ility  of Studebaker, one 
of the last o f the small auto manu­
facturers, to compete w ith  the 
giants o f the industry  —  GM, 
Ford, and Chrysler.

The company threatened to close 
down once before —  in  1954 —  
unless its employes, members of 
the U AW  agreed to take substan­
tia l pay cuts. I t  said th is was the 
only way i t  could rem ain com­
petitive. R ank-and-file  workers, at 
the urg ing o f U AW  leaders took 
the cut. In  the long run, however, 
this false policy d id not succeed in  
saving jobs. On the contrary. Since 
1954, Studebaker’s w ork  force was 
reduced by lay-o ffs  from  17,000 to 
the present 6,000 who now are 
scheduled fo r la y -o ff before the 
f irs t o f the year.

Unemployment jumped to a new
six-m onth  high in  November, a 
U.S. Bureau o f Labor Statistics re ­
po rt revealed. The report said tha t 
the number o f workers seeking 
jobs had increased by 483,000, 
raising the to ta l unemployed count 
to 3.9 m illio n  or 5.9% o f the w o rk ­
ing force.

One change in  this new upward 
spurt of unemployment is tha t 
fo r  the f irs t tim e since last Feb­
ruary , there was a substantial in ­
crease in  the num ber o f adu lt men 
out of w ork. Women and teen­
agers, however, continue to be the 
hardest h it  by unemployment.

The resignation o f H aro ld  J. 
Gibbons, from  his post as execu­
tive  assistant to James H o ffa , has 
led to press speculation that a 
move is under way to oust H offa  
from  the presidency of the Team­
sters union. In  add ition to G ib -

Muslim Leader Suspends Malcolm X  
From Making Any Public Statements

NEW YO R K —  M alcolm  X , 
prom inent spokesman o f the B lack 
Muslims, was inde fin ite ly  sus­
pended from  m aking public state­
ments by E lijah  Muhammad, lead­
er of the movement, on Dec. 4. 
A n announcement of the suspen­
sion was telegraphed to newspa­
pers a ll over the country from  
the M uslim s’ headquarters mosque 
in  Chicago, according to the New 
Y ork Post.

E lija h  Muhammad explained the

Malcolm X

suspension, according to the New 
Y ork  Times, as due to M alcolm  
X ’s rem arks at a Dec. 1 meeting 
not accurately re flecting  M uslim  
a ttitude tow ard the death of 
President Kennedy. “ W ith  the rest 
o f the w o rld  we are ve ry  shocked 
at the assassination o f our Presi­
dent,”  M r. Muhammad said.

M alcolm  X  had described K en­
nedy’s death in  the context of anti- 
Negro violence as “ chickens com­
ing  home to roost,”  according to 
newspaper reports. The suspended 
M uslim  leader was c ritica l o f the 
New Y ork Times news story about 
his speech. “ I t  took a ll the salt out 
of the bread and presented only 
the salt,”  he said. “ B u t the salt 
should never have been there,”  he 
added.

Out of Respect 
Im m ediate ly a fte r Kennedy’s as­

sassination, the M uslim  News Bu­
reau reported tha t “ M r. Muham­
mad and his M uslim  followers 
throughout Am erica are shocked 
over thé recent death of John F. 
Kennedy.”  I t  announced that 
Muhammad had canceled a ll pub­
lic  appearances u n til the end of 
the year “ out o f respect fo r the 
late President.”

“ M alcolm  is s t i l l  a m in ister,”  
Muhammad is reported to have 
said a fte r the suspension, “ bu t he 
w il l  not be perm itted to speak in 
public. I  have rebuked h im  be­
cause he has not fo llowed the w ay 
o f Islam .”

bons, fou r other top o ffic ia ls  re ­
signed.

Gibbons’ f irs t public speech a fte r 
resigning made no mention of any 
power fig h t w ith  Hoffa. Instead 
he stressed the need fo r u n ity  in  
the union and indicated he re­
signed in  order to re tu rn  to his 
power base in  the St. Louis Team­
sters.

Speaking before New Y ork  
Teamsters Local 210, Gibbons said 
union membership had increased 
to a new high o f 1,752,000. He 
a ttribu ted  th is grow th to the 
a b ility  of the Teamsters union to 
face up to m ajor social problems, 
inc lud ing  c iv il rights.

A District Director of the U nited 
Steelworkers has critic ized the 
Cleveland Illu m in a tin g  Co., for 
using scab coal m ined by irre ­
sponsible dog-hole operators. D i­
rector Paul Schremp said tha t 
although his members were not 
affected, harm  “ was being done to 
members o f the U nited Mine 
Workers, an una ffilia ted  organ­
ization.”

This is the best stand taken so 
fa r by an A F L -C IO  leader in  pro­
testing, even i f  ind irec tly , the 
union-busting campaign o f South­
ern Coal operators.

The A FL-C IO  lost 545,000 mem­
bers in  m anufacturing industries 
in  the tw o-year period 1960-62, 
according to the U.S. Bureau o f 
Labor Statistics. Membership 
gains in  other sectors o f the econ­
omy, however, cut the absolute 
loss o f members to 222,000. O nly 
tw o states, C a liforn ia  and M ich i­
gan, showed membership gains —  
about 50,000 each.

Report in Mexican Press 
Disavowed by 4th Int'l

PARIS, ( W orld O utlook) —  A  
Nov. 26 dispatch from  Mexico 
C ity, carried on the w ires o f 
U nited Press In te rnationa l in  Con­
nection w ith  the assassination of 
Kennedy, seems to have been 
planted in  order to damage the 
Fourth  In te rnationa l and the w orld  
T ro tskyis t movement. The fu l l  dis­
patch is as fo llows:

“ A secretary and aide o f the 
late Leon Tro tsky said today tha t 
there was ‘a revealing s im ila rity  
o f circumstances’ in  the slaying o f 
T ro tsky and tha t o f President 
Kennedy.

“ Felipe A lvahuete said tha t the 
‘liqu ida tion ’ of Oswald by ‘the 
gunman Jack R uby’ was a ‘classic 
measure’ of Communism.

Unknown Figure
“ M r. A lvahuete, identified as a 

leader of the Fourth  International, 
to ld  the newspaper El Universal 
tha t ‘the tactics o f the Communist 
P arty  were the same the w o rld  
over; they s ti l l  have not renounced 
terrorism  or personal attacks.’”

P ierre  Frank, a member of the 
U nited Secretariat, highest body 
of the Fourth  International, said 
in  Paris Nov. 30 tha t “ Felipe A l­
vahuete”  is unknown to h im  and 
tha t his declarations appear to 
have been designed fo r no other 
purpose bu t to do in ju ry  to the 
w orld  T ro tskyis t movement.

Joseph Hansen, who was a mem­
ber of T ro tsky ’s s ta ff in  Mexico 
at the tim e of the assassination of 
the founder of the Fourth  In te r­
national, declared tha t no one by 
the name of “ Felipe A lvahuete”  
was e ither a “ secretary”  or “ aide”  
of T ro tsky and tha t the statements 
w hich U PI reports “ M r. A lvahue­
te”  to have made do not cor­
respond to the opinions o f any 
leaders o f the Fourth  In te rna­
t io n a l
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NEW ANTI-LABOR RULING

B y A lex  H arte
F B I D irector J. Edgar Hoover 

made an ominous speech in  Wash­
ington, D.C., Dec. 4. He warned 
against “ po litica l radicalism ”  in  
the c iv il-r ig h ts  movement and de­
clared “ devotion to race should not 
supersede devotion to established 
institu tions.”

Hoover’s speech came on the 
heels of an artic le  in  L ife  (Nov. 
29) w arn ing  against “ communists”  
in  c iv il-righ ts  organizations and 
attacking the Student N onviolent 
C oordinating Committee as con­
ta in ing  “ lunatics”  and “ aliens.”

White-supremacist propaganda 
in  the South fo r years has made 
“ N AA C P ”  and “ in tegration”  prac­
tic a lly  synonymous w ith  “ com­
m unism.”  B u t the Hoover speech 
and the L ife  a rtic le  indicate that 
pow erfu l elements in  the national 
w h ite  power structure have de­
cided tha t a red-baiting campaign 
is now in  order against the c iv il- 
righ ts  movement, pa rticu la rly  its 
more m ilita n t sections.

Hoover’s statement, tha t the 
struggle fo r Negro equality “ should 
no t supersede devotion to estab­
lished institu tions,”  raises the 
question o f jus t w hat “ established 
ins titu tions”  he means. J im  Crow 
is an established institu tion . And 
i t  rests on other established ins ti­
tu tions like  the Democratic Party  
machine in  the South, the racist 
police, the racist state govern­
ments, the racist voter-registration 
system, segregation laws, etc. — to 
speak only of the South.

On the face of it ,  c iv il-righ ts 
fighters can have no devotion to

J. Edgar Hoover

This fa l l  Barbara E lfb rand t 
began her th ird  year of teaching 
w ithou t pay in  a Tucson, Arizona, 
school. H er husband, Vernon E lf­
brandt, began his second year of 
teaching w ith o u t pay. They have 
no salary because they have re­
fused to sign the “ loya lty  oath”  
required under the Arizona Com­
m unist Control Act.

As a ll teachers in  Arizona, Mrs. 
E lfb rand t had already signed a 
sim ple a ffirm a tive  oath of a lle­
giance when the new law  was 
passed in  March 1961. However, 
th is  new legislation required the 
signer to swear tha t he does not 
belong to any “ subversive”  or­
ganizations. No standards have 
ever been set fo r w hat constitutes 
a “ subversive”  organization.

Mrs. E lfb randt, w ho is a Quaker, 
refused to sign the oath on re li­
gious as w e ll as constitutional 
grounds. She once stated her posi­
tion  in  these words: “ W hy go to 
such lengths to oppose loya lty  
oaths? There are no easy answers. 
Surely we who live  today have 
the responsib ility to keep the door 
open fo r ourselves and fu tu re  gen­
erations fo r alternatives consistent 
w ith  the tru ths discovered by 
those who preceded us. We cannot 
close the doors to the in q u iry  now

these and many other “ established 
institu tions.”  Hoover and his FBI, 
however, have clearly established 
a record of devotion to, and refusal 
to challenge, these institu tions 
even when they are clearly incom­
patib le w ith  the 13 th and 14th 
Amendments.

In  an artic le in  the December 
Progressive magazine, James A. 
Wechsler, editor of the New Y ork  
Post, recalls the 1947 report of the 
Committee on C iv il R ights appoint­
ed by President Trum an. That 
report pointed out tha t one reason 
the F B I was ineffective in investi­
gating c iv il-righ ts vio lations was 
“ the tendency o f F B I agents to 
w ork in  close co-operation w ith  
local police officers”  who are often 
involved in these violations.

No Im provem ent

The situation has not improved 
over the years. As Wechsler points 
out: “ The testimony of countless 
men and women who have been 
pushed around in  the battle  fo r 
equal rights is clear.. Time and 
again embattled Southern Negroes
— and the ir w h ite  supporters —  
have to ld me p la in tive ly  of the ir 
attempts to enlist the aid and 
cooperation of F B I agents in  se­
curing m in im al protection against 
b ru ta lity  and in tim ida tion . Time 
and again they have encountered 
F B I reactions ranging from  apathy 
to hos tility .”

To th is must be added the 
strange in a b ility  o f the F B I —  
whose effic iency is so h igh ly  ad­
vertised —  to solve such crimes as 
the B irm ingham  bombings, even 
when specifically ordered to in ­
vestigate them.

Wechsler points out that Hoover 
is ve ry  free w ith  pronouncements 
against various types of sin, but 
is v ir tu a lly  silent on the subject 
of racist crimes. Says Wechsler: 
“ Viewed in  the ir to ta lity , the pub­
lic  papers o f J. Edgar Hoover, in 
th is as in  other years, re flect no 
trace of sympathy fo r the freedom 
movement or any sign of moral 
outrage over the ruthless and b ru ­
ta l resistance i t  has encountered. 
Surely one m ight have asked fo r 
larger va lor from  our ‘top law- 
enforcement o fficer.’”

Wechsler also cites figures un­
covered by I. F. Stone that at the 
end o f 1962, the F B I employed less 
than 20 Negroes among its  more 
than 6,000 special agents. The FBI, 
said Stone, is thus 99% per cent 
l i ly  w hite. One of the “ established 
institu tions”  the Negro revolution 
w il l  have to change is the F B I 
itself.

or close the fo rum  to fu rth e r chal­
lenge.”

O f tw o teachers besides the 
E lfbrandts, who also refused to 
sign the oath, one took a college 
position in  another state a fte r 
teaching fo r  one year w ithou t sal­
ary. The other, w ho taught fo r 
tw o years w ithou t pay, signed the 
oath last June because of eco­
nomic necessity. A rizona’s A tto r­
ney General has ru led  that his 
back salary cannot be paid w ith ­
out a court order, w h ich  w ould re­
qu ire  f i l in g  su it on constitu tional 
grounds.

The Emergency Committee to 
Defend L iberties o f A rizona Pub­
lic  Employees, set up  to support 
legal action on the teacher’s be­
ha lf, also established a “ Con­
science Fund”  to raise money to 
help those teaching w ith o u t salary. 
H aving fought and lost in  the state 
courts, the committee is now 
aw aiting the answer to an appeal 
fo r  a w r it  o f ce rtio ra ri to  the 
U nited States Supreme Court.

Meantime, an appeal fo r funds 
is being made fo r liv in g  expenses 
as w e ll as court costs. The address 
of the committee to Defend L ib ­
erties o f A rizona Public Employees 
is 2648 N orth  F a ir Oaks, Tucson, 
Arizona.

By W illiam  Bundy
The U.S. Supreme Court ru ling  

upholding the r ig h t of the F lorida 
courts to outlaw  the agency 
clause in  union contracts comes as 
no surprise. Nonetheless, i t  rep­
resents another in a long string of 
retreats and defeats absorbed by 
the labor movement under its pres­
ent leadership.

The ru lin g  gives states the righ t 
to  illegalize the agency clause, 
w hich is the only union-security 
clause possible in  those states 
w hich have the so-called “ right-to- 
w o rk ”  laws. There are 20 such 
states now, includ ing a ll those in 
the Deep South except Louisiana. 
Probably the most im portan t ef­
fect of the decision w il l  be to ac­
celerate the drive fo r passage of 
these “ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  laws in 
additional states. Accordingly the 
decision was prom ptly  hailed by 
S. D. Caldwallader, president of 
the National R ight to W ork Com­
mittee.

U nion security clauses —  in 
which in one fo rm  or another the 
basic union membership in  a 
bargaining u n it is autom atically 
guaranteed by the contract be­
tween the employer and the union
—  played an im portan t role in  the 
struggles to establish unionism in 
th is country. They were fought fo r 
to establish job  security and 
union conditions throughout any 
given bargaining u n it and to es­
tablish the union firm ly . They 
rea lly  amounted to recognition in  
w rit in g  by the employer tha t he 
was not —  fo r the life  of the con­
tract at least —  out to break the 
union.

F rom  the beginning, m ilita n t 
unionists recognized tha t these 
clauses —  inc lud ing the dues 
check-off w hich often accompanies 
them —  could have a two-sided 
effect. On the one hand they made 
the union more secure and strong­
er, and allowed the energies of 
active members to be devoted to 
more advanced struggles than the 
elementary tasks of keeping up 
membership and collecting dues. 
On the other hand, conservative 
union pork-choppers, too often 
took advantage o f the automatic 
nature of union membership — 
and o f dues collections —  to ig­
nore the rank and file . Neverthe­

less, in  the balance, the union- 
security clauses were m ajor v ic ­
tories fo r union strength.

U n til the Taft-H artley A c t in  
1947 there were tw o m ajor forms 
of union-security clauses: the
closed shop and the union shop. 
In  the closed shop, a contract is 
signed whereby the company 
agrees to h ire  only members of 
the union in  the jobs covered. 
That is, workers must either be 
union members, or must become 
union members upon being hired. 
This fo rm  of union security was 
outlawed by the Taft-H artley law , 
which, however, allowed the 
union shop.

Under the union-shop clause, 
the company may h ire  non-mem-- 
bers of the union, bu t may not 
keep them on the job  i f  they don’t 
jo in  the union w ith in  a specified 
time. The Taft-H artley  Law  al­
lowed the union shop, bu t i t  also 
allowed the states to fo rb id  it.

Agency Shop

The agency-shop clause came in ­
to use as a resu lt o f such state 
laws. Under th is clause the union 
is considered the agency of a ll 
workers in  the bargaining u n it 
and a ll are required to pay a 
fo rm  of dues to the union whether 
they jo in  or not. Consequently, 
union membership is generally 
maintained since workers usually 
decide they m ight ju s t as ■ w e ll 
get the fu l l  benefits of union mem­
bership i f  they have to pay dues 
anyway.

The outlaw ing o f the agency 
clause —  as in. F lorida —  re­
moves the last fo rm  of the union- 
security clause and is, in  effect, an 
inv ita tion  to workers to leave the 
union.

I t  represents a fu rth e r weaken­
ing of the labor movement —  par­
ticu la rly  on the shop level. U n­
fortunate ly , the present labor bu r­
eaucrats cannot be expected to 
fig h t th is latest b low  any more 
e ffective ly  than they have fought 
previous ones. They have learned 
to live  w ith  the Taft-H artley A ct
— and its  even worse successor, 
the Kennedy-Landrum -G riffin  A ct
—  sim ply because they are con­
cerned p r im a rily  w ith  the ir own 
personal privileges and not w ith  
fig h tin g  fo r  the interests o f the

union rank and file  or o f the un­
organized workers.

In  1948, President H a rry  S. T ru ­
man promised to annul the Taft- 
H a rtley  A c t and in  re tu rn  re­
ceived the support of the labor 
skates w hich assured h im  the 
election tha t year. Ta ft-H artley, 
however, was not annulled.

A t the recent AFL-CIO  conven­
tion, many of the problems facing 
the labor movement —  automa­
tion, unemployment, c iv il rights
—  were posed, bu t the only real 
action taken was to plan the mo­
b iliza tion  o f labor behind the 
Democrats in  the 1964 elections. 
N either from  the Democrats’ past 
performance nor even from  th e ir 
promises fo r the fu tu re  does la ­
bor have any reason to expect any 
solution to its  pressing problems. 
The labor bureaucrats, however, 
do expect one th ing.

Veteran labor reporter A .H . Ras­
k in  puts his finger on th is in  an 
artic le  in  the Dec. 5 Reporter 
magazine, where he says: “ In  gen­
eral, labor found lit t le  to cheer 
about in  M r. Kennedy’s perform ­
ance in  his three years in  the 
W hite  House. Most of the m arks 
o f favo r were social. No President 
had ever inv ited  so many union 
leaders to lunch, dinner, and cock­
ta il parties.”

A c tua lly , the labor movement 
is po ten tia lly  the most pow erfu l 
po litica l force in  the country. Its  
power now is wasted by  these bu r­
eaucrats avid fo r fla tte ry  and per­
sonal priv ilege. B u t the only po li­
tica l answer to the immense prob­
lems facing the rea l labor move­
ment —  the workers and the un­
employed —  is an independent 
labor party. Such a .labor party, 
backed by the unions, and a llied 
w ith  the Negroes struggling fo r  
equa lity  could ra lly  behind i t  a 
m a jo rity  of the nation and p ro ­
ceed to ca rry  out labor’s program  
includ ing a shorter w o rk  week 
and massive public works, to end 
joblessness.

The present labor misleaders 
stand in  the way of tha t practical, 
necessary course. Indispensible fo r 
breaking through th is encrusted 
layer of labor fakers is the b u ild ­
ing o f a genuine le ft w ing  w ith in  
the labor movement, based on the 
program of independent labor po­
lit ic a l action.

Aid Requested for Arizona Teachers 
Penalized for Opposing 'Loyalty' Oath

High Court Hits a t Union Shop
Hoover Gives Ominous Talk 
On 'Reds' in Rights Movement
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B O O K  R E V I E W

Children of Hiroshima Tell Their Story

The Paid Press Manipulators
Since a ll the  pow ers th a t be in  th is  co u n try  s tr iv e  to  m a in ­

ta in  the  f ic t io n  th a t the  press is “ fre e ”  and honest, i t  is a lm ost by  
accident th a t tw o  exam ples o f the  c o rru p tio n  o f th a t press re ­
c e n tly  came to  lig h t.

One case in vo lve d  the  H ears t new spaperm an Ig o r Cassini, 
th a t ch a in ’s w e ll-k n o w n , lo n g -tim e  society e d ito r. A f te r  D om in ican  
D ic ta to r  T r u j i l lo ’s d o w n fa ll, fac ts  came o u t w h ic h  fo rced  the  Jus­
tice  D e p a rtm e n t to  prosecute C assini fo r  se rv in g  as an u n re g is ­
te red  agent o f a fo re ig n  governm ent. C assini p leaded no contest 
to  the  charges.

N ow , th e  go-be tw een  in  the  deal w ith  T r u j i l lo  is su ing  Cas­
s in i fo r  a c u t o f the  $205,000 w h ic h  he says was pa id  fo r  the  p ro -  
T r u j i l lo  p u b lic ity  in  1959. H e  has produced a lleged correspondence 
o f C assini assuring  T r u j i l lo  th a t w ith  the  he lp  o f the  H ea rs t press 
th e y  w o u ld  d isc re d it C astro in  the  eyes o f the  A m e rica n  p u b lic  
and b u ild  up  a fa vo ra b le  im age o f T r u j i l lo ’s governm ent.

T he  o th e r exam ple  in vo lve s  the  “ respectab le”  and sanctim on­
ious New Leader, long  the  ve h ic le  fo r  soc ia l-dem ocra tic  v iew s.

I t  was revea led  in  the  course o f a Senate in ve s tig a tio n  last 
sum m er th a t fo r  a secret paym e n t o f $3,000 i t  had p r in te d  an 
a n ti-C o m m u n is t, p ro -C h inese  N a tio n a lis t a rt ic le  fu rn ish e d  i t  by 
th e  p u b lic -re la t io n s  f i r m  o f the  C h iang  K a i-s h e k  governm ent. 
The head o f th is  f i r m  (w h ic h  gets a $300,000 y e a rly  re ta in e r fro m  
F o rm osa) to ld  h o w  the  New Leader e d ito r so lic ite d  h im  fo r  m oney. 
H e  added th a t abou t a dozen U.S. m agazines “ e x is t s t r ic t ly  on 
co n tr ib u tio n s  fro m  d if fe re n t people to  p u b lis h  stories th a t ce r­
ta in  groups consider v e ry  fa vo ra b le  to  th e ir  in te res ts .”

Yep, th e  U.S. has th e  best press tha t, m oney can buy.

Union Leaders Riled by Critics
The la b o r bu reaucra ts  are w o rr ie d  abou t the  em ergence o f 

m o re  and m ore  in te lle c tu a l c r it ic s  w ho  denounce th e  dead ly  
status quo in  the  un ions and advocate a re b ir th  o f m ilita n c y  and 
ra d ic a l socia l though t.

George M eany is so upset b y  such c r it ic is m  th a t la s t m o n th  
he tu rn e d  ove r f iv e  pages o f the  American Federationist, the  
o f f ic ia l m o n th ly  o rgan  o f the  A F L -C IO , to  Gus T y le r , a lo n g ­
tim e  p a y ro lle r  o f IL G W U  head D u b in sky , fo r  an a tta ck  on the  
“  ‘n e w ’ le f t is t ”  ups ta rts .

N a m in g  no names, T y le r  charges th is  “ sm a ll though  h ig h ly  
p u b lic ize d  co te rie  o f l ib e ra l in te lle c tu a ls ”  o f p ropos ing  “ a s p lit  
in  la b o r,”  o f encourag ing  a “ N egro  assault on organized la b o r,”  
and o f seeing “ in  a re tu rn  to  the  ra d ic a l fo rm u la s  o f the  1930s 
a p a tte rn  fo r  b e h a v io r in  th e  1960s.”

E spec ia lly  a nnoy ing  to  T y le r  in  h is  ro le  o f de fender o f the  
es tab lishm en t is th e  charge th a t th e  la b o r leadersh ip  has fa ile d  
to  cope w ith  th e  u n e m p lo ym e n t ’ and o th e r p rob lem s caused by 
au tom ation . T y le r  equates c u rre n t “ ca lls  fo r  a c tio n ”  to  m eet the  
cha llenge o f au tom a tion  w ith  ca lls  fo r  “ re v o lu tio n ”  in  th e  1930s.

These d is to rtio n s  o f w h a t conscientious, p ro - la b o r in te lle c tu a ls  
a re  saying  about the  p resent la b o r leadersh ip  (o r, perhaps, la ck  
o f leadersh ip  o r  m is le a d e rsh ip ) and la b o r ’s o f f ic ia l p ro g ra m  (o r, 
perhaps, la ck  o f p ro g ra m ) w i l l  n o t s t i l l  th e  c ritic ism s . The labo r 
b u reaucra ts ’ reco rd  on N egro  r ig h ts  and au tom a tion  rem a ins in ­
de fens ib le  desp ite  a ll  o f T y le r ’s w o rd -w e a v in g .

I f  a fe w  fresh  ideas vo iced by  “ a sm a ll co te rie  o f h ig h ly  
p u b lic ize d  in te lle c tu a ls ”  can b r in g  fo r th  such ye lps fro m  the  
spokesman o f M e a n y -R e u th e r L im ite d  (v e ry  l im ite d ) ,  im ag ine  
w h a t roa rs  o f angu ish  th e y  w i l l  e m it w hen  th e  ra n k -a n d - f i le  
un ion is ts  beg in  to  vo ice th e ir  c ritic ism s .

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent
Baltimore $ 120 $ 120 100
Chicago 1,300 1,300 100
Detroit 700 700 100
St. Louis 100 100 100
Connecticut 200 188 94
New Y ork 4,300 3,938 92
Minneapolis-St. Paul 850 725 85
General 100 76 76
Los Angeles 4,300 3,204 75
San Francisco 650 490 75
Boston 600 440 73
Cleveland 650 432 66
A llen tow n 150 95 63
M ilw aukee 250 150 60
Philadelphia 300 162 54
O akland-Berkeley 600 315 53
Newark 200 95 47
Seattle 500 229 46
Denver 100 44 44
San Diego 300 101 33

Totals through Dec. 9 $16,270 $12,904 79

C h il d r e n  o f  t h e  A - B o m b . New
York: G. P. Putnam ’s Sons, 256
pp., $4.50.

How does one describe the hor­
ro r and hell o f an A-Bomb attack 
and its  aftermath? A  H iroshima 
boy, who was nine years old at 
the tim e of the holocaust, w rote: 
“ No m atter how much I  m ight 
exaggerate the stories of the 
burned people who died shrieking 
and of how the c ity  of H iroshima 
was burned to the ground, the 
facts w ould s t i l l  be c learly more 
te rrib le  and I  could never rea lly  
express the tru th  on th is piece 
of paper; on th is point I  ask fo r 
pardon.”

I, too, must “ ask fo r pardon”  
because i t  is impossible fo r me 
to convey adequately the over­
whelm ing and appalling effect that 
th is book had on me. So I  shall 
le t these children speak fo r them­
selves. These are the children who 
were “ fo rtunate”  enough to sur­
v ive  —  some of them scarred fo r 
life  both physically and m entally, 
w ith  the fear o f radiation-after- 
effects s til l haunting them, many 
o f them sole survivors —  the ir 
parents, sisters, brothers and 
friends having perished at the ir 
sides.

Unbelievable Scene
An eleven-year-old boy: “ I  could 

ha rd ly  believe tha t these were 
human faces. As we came out to 
the main street and crossed Sumi- 
yoshi Bridge, fo r the f irs t tim e we 
met some liv in g  people o f th is 
w orld . No, ra ther than humans 
o f th is  w o rld  i t  m ight be more 
correct to say we m et humans of 
tha t other w orld , of H ell. They 
were a ll stark naked, the ir skin 
was rust colored w ith  burns and 
blood, th e ir whole bodies were 
swollen like  balloons.”

Nine-year old Masataka Asaeda: 
“ How can I f in d  words to  te ll 
how the burned and festering peo­
ple spent day a fte r day moaning, 
how people w ithou t anyone to 
care fo r them, w ith  maggots craw l­
ing a ll over the ir bodies, died 
m utte ring  in  delirium ? W ould i t  
be r ig h t to call th is a ‘liv in g  
H e ll’?”

These selections —  fa r from  the 
most harrow ing — are typ ica l of 
the dozens of descriptions o f the 
in fe rno tha t was Hiroshima.

Several of the ch ildren draw 
conclusions from  the ir w artim e 
and A-bomb experiences.

One w rites: “ I  th in k  i t  w ould 
have been a good th ing  if,  in  the 
course of the w ar, atom bombs had 
fa llen on every country and peo­
ple of a ll those countries had ex­
perienced the atom bomb. This is 
because I  believe tha t by experi­
encing atom bombs people w il l  
understand how barbaric, how 
tragic, how uncivilized, how hate­
fu l a th ing w ar is, and we could

R A D IA T IO N  V IC T IM . Tokomo Nakabayashi survived the A -  
bombing of H iroshim a in 1945, but suffered serious radiation  
burns. She was brought to the U nited  States in  .1956, a t the age 
of 25, to undergo plastic surgery but died on the operating table. 
Thousands of other Hiroshim a children have also died since the 
bombing.

have an end of the revo lting  wars 
tha t we have now.”  Everyone in 
the w o rld  mouths the words, 
'Peace, Peace,’ bu t they must not 
forget the 247,000 people of 
H iroshim a who were the last and 
greatest sacrifice of the Second 
W orld  W ar.”

Another asks: “ W hy do not
hum anity and science make the 
same rate of progress?”

I t  should be noted that the 
figure  of 247,000 vic tim s is men­
tioned a num ber o f times in  the 
book and is, evidently, the o ff i­
cia l Japanese figure. The U.S. of­
fic ia l count (W orld  A lm anac) lists 
78,150 dead, 13,083 missing and 
37,425 in ju red  —  fo r a to ta l o f 
128,658. This is on ly  a l it t le  more 
than h a lf the Japanese figure. O f 
course, even the Japanese figu re  
is too low  when one takes in to  ac­
count those who died weeks and 
months la ter and who now — 18 
years a fte r the event —  are s til l 
dying (o r com m itting suicide) 
from  the after-effects.

And w hat must be the effect on 
the w rite rs  o f th is  book and a ll 
other Japanese who learn tha t 
there was no jus tifica tion , not 
even a m ilita ry  one, fo r dropping 
the bomb and thereby com m itting 
the greatest a troc ity  in  human 
history.

Socialist Education Fund

One W eek to Deadline
By M arve l Scholl

Fund D irector
As we go in to  the fin a l week of 

the Socialist Education Fund cam­
paign, w ith  the scoreboard stand­
ing at 79%, we have every rea­
son to expect tha t when the fin a l 
accounting appears in  the -Dec. 30 
issue, we w il l  have completed an­
other successful fund drive. This 
week St. Louis jo ined the 100% 
club, and both New Y ork  and Los 
Angeles, w ith  large quotas, made 
s ign ificant gains — 12% and 19% 
respectively!

On Nov. 15 The M ilita n t cel­
ebrated its 35th anniversary. Ban­
quets were held in  Los Angeles, 
New York, Cleveland, Philadel­
phia, and one w il l  be held in  
Seattle.

In  another story in  th is issue 
there is a report on the New Y ork 
banquet by Jay Garnett. This 
young man has w ritte n  a fa r bet­
te r account o f the  m ain speech by

F a rre ll Dobbs than I  could. I  ask 
you to read th is story to better 
understand w hy The M ilita n t has 
been able to become the m ain edu­
cator fo r socialism over th is long 
period. I t  w il l  also explain w hy 
you should make your own per­
sonal contribu tion  to the Social­
ist Education Fund.

I w ould like  to make a special 
appeal to ind iv idua l readers to 
help tha t category I  ca ll “ The Gen­
era l”  go over the top. In  previous 
fund campaigns we have always 
sent an appeal le tte r to our read­
ers and have had very good re­
sponse. This tim e a very w onderfu l 
fact prevents tha t — The M ilita n t 
subscription lis t was trip led, mak­
ing such a m ailing  financ ia lly  im ­
practical. So i f  “ The General”  is 
to m ainta in his very good record, 
Freedom Dollars are necessary. 
Send yours to 116 U n ivers ity  
Place, New York, N.Y. 10003.

The M ilita n t (one of the very 
few newspapers in  the U.S. to 
denounce the deed at the tim e as 
a crim e against hum an ity ) early 
this year (Feb. 25) reported 
form er C IA  head A llen  Dulles’ 
statement on a TV  in te rv iew  pro­
gram tha t in  Ju ly  1945 he had 
been approached in  Sw itzerland 
by Japanese representatives seek­
ing surrender terms. He reported 
these overtures to U.S. Secretary 
of State Stimson at the Potsdam 
meeting on Ju ly  20. B u t the deci­
sion was not to respond to the 
Japanese overtures and on A u ­
gust 6 —  the greatest single 
slaughter o f c iv ilians in  the his­
to ry  of m ankind was carried out.

E arlier, the statement o f Gen­
eral M acA rthur tha t the A-bomb- 
ing  of H iroshim a and Nagasaki 
had not been m ilita r ily  necessary, 
had been reported.

Eisenhower Revelation
Now in  his recently published 

autobiographical volume, The 
W hite House Years, General Eisen­
hower makes the belated revela­
tion tha t in  1945 he had opposed 
dropping the A-Bomb as “ com­
p lete ly unnecessary”  and “ no 
longer m andatory to save A m er­
ican lives”  because Japan was al­
ready suing fo r peace. His advice, 
however, was disregarded.

C hildren of the A-Bomb relates 
the u ltim a te  horrors of nuclear 
war. I t  should be translated into 
every language and read by ev­
ery lite ra te  man, woman and child. 
I f  they drew  the logical conclu­
sions there w ould be no possib ility  
of a fu tu re  book (assuming sur­
v ivors) w hich m ight be entitled 
“ C hildren of the H-Bomb.”

— Edward Salton

Price Cut to 50c

Negroes on the March
by Daniel G uerin

One o f the best books ever w r it ­
ten on the nature, problems and 
prospects of the Negro struggle 
fo r equality:

192 pages, paper cover
(hard cover $1.50)

Pioneer Publishers 
116 U n ivers ity  Place 
New Y ork  3, N. Y.
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Italian Paper Accuses CIA

Details Anti-Cuba Actions
Mondo Nuovo, weekly organ of 

the Ita lian  Socialist ( “ Nenni” ) 
Party, recently accused the U n it­
ed States of preparing a new in ­
vasion o f Cuba.

Sergio De Santis, the jo u rn a l’s 
Latin-Am erican specialist, charges 
in  an artic le, w hich appeared Nov. 
10, tha t a systematic build-up has 
begun fo r another counter-rcvolu- 
tiona ry  attack on the island.

The preparations were signaled, 
he says, by the landing of some 
50 mercenaries in  Las V illas  prov­
ince on June 20. According to De 
Santis th is involved a d irect C IA  
operation, ra ther than a foray 
under leadership of Cuban count­
er-revolutionaries.

He points out tha t the dispute 
between M iro  Cardona, head of 
the Cuban counter-revolutionary 
forces, and the Kennedy adm in­
is tra tion  was not over whether or 
not another invasion should be 
prepared bu t over who should 
have fin a l command. M iro  Car­
dona lost out in  the dispute; the 
C IA  won.

Since the June 20 landing, the 
fo llow ing  incidents have occurred:

•  Aug. 17: Bombing of sugar 
p lan t in  Camaguey.

•  Aug. 20: Foray in  Casilda
harbor.

•  Aug. 20. F ir in g  of naval shells 
at P ina r del R io installations.

•  Beginning o f September. 
Operations by counter-revolution- 
a ry bands in  Las V illas  province.

•  Sept. 8. Bombing of sugar 
re fine ry  at Camaguey.

•  Sept. 9. Forays of planes over 
Santiago de Cuba and Santa Clara.

These aggressive acts have been 
directed m a in ly  at industria l ob­
jectives. The ir aim, apparently, 
was to cut small arteries in  the 
Cuban economy, already under 
extreme tension due to the im ­
peria lis t blockade. A t the same 
tim e they reca ll s im ila r m ilita ry  
forays in  the summer and autumn 
of 1962 w h ich  sought to  probe and 
dislocate Cuban defensive poten­
tia l.

Attack by Mercenaries?
“ B u t to dislocate i t  fo r w hat 

purpose?”  asks De Santis. “ In  a ll 
p robab ility  w ith  a new invasion by 
mercenaries in  m ind, at present 
being prepared in  various Central 
American countries like  N icara­
gua, Guatemala and Honduras.”

De Santis calls attention to the 
fo llow ing  facts:

1) Nicaragua: This tim e the bu lk  
o f the counter-revo lu tionary forces 
appear to be under tra in in g  in  
Nicaragua ra ther than Guatemala. 
The site is the province o f Ma­
nagua (both on the coast and on 
the beaches of the lake), and Jino- 
tega. There is also great a c tiv ity  
at the harbor o f Puerto Cabezas, 
where Brigade 2506 took o ff du r­
ing the 1961 invasion tha t was de­
feated at P laya G iron. Tacho 
Somoza, son o f Nicaragua’s no to ri­
ous late dictator, appears to be in  
personal command. He is in  con­
stant consultation w ith  anti-Castro 
Cuban leaders.

2) Guatemala: The notorious 
Finca Helvetia, a fo rm er princ ipa l 
tra in in g  ground, has not been put 
in to  operation. B u t 400 “ ma­
rines”  are in  tra in ing  on the Pa­
c ific  Coast, a couple o f miles from  
San José harbor. In  the trop ica l 
forests of Petèn 1,000 counter-rev­
olutionaries are tra in ing  in  guer­
r i l la  warfare.

3) Honduras: C ounter-revolu- 
tionary  forces are being tra ined in  
the Zamorano va lley and at J u ti-  
calpa as w e ll as E l Paraiso.

4) Costa Rica: Preparations here 
are less open. T ra in ing  sites are 
located at E l Murcielago, a 30,000- 
acre hacienda owned by Tacho 
Somoza near the Nicaraguan 
border. A  special camp fo r tra in ­
ing in  the use o f m ilita ry  a irc ra ft 
has been set up on a hacienda, E l 
V ie jo, owned by H ubert Feders-

JU A N  A L M E ID A , head of C u­
ba’s armed forces.

fie ld , chief o f the fascist Movi- 
m iento Costa Rica L ib  re.

5) Dominican Republic: The
m ilita ry  tr iu m v ira te  tha t over­
th rew  the liberal-bourgeois Bosch 
government has queried the C IA  
semi-o ff ic ia l ly  about pu tting  some 
te rr ito ry  at the disposal of Cuban 
counter-revo lu tionary commandos. 
Up to now the C IA  does not ap­
pear to have responded.

Logistic support fo r another in ­
vasion also appears to be in  active 
preparation in  Panama and Puerto 
Rico.

Washington Opposed?
Some people argue tha t these 

preparations are being under­
taken against the w il l  o f Wash­
ington. This is not very like ly , De 
Santis holds. The State Depart­
ment, the Pentagon and the C IA  
w ould scarcely perm it a group of 
exiles to carry on such activ ities 
unless they were regarded bene­
volently. Secondly, the govern­
ments involved are w e ll-know n  
satellites o f U.S. im peria lism  who 
w ould hesitate about such opera­
tions unless they saw a green lig h t 
in  Washington. F ina lly , the pre­
parations f i t  in  w ith  the need of 
the Democratic Party  in  next 
year’s election to counter Repub­
lican propaganda about “ softness 
on Cuba.”

De Santis concludes as follows:
“ Cuba is going through the most 

critica l period o f its  existence to­
day, especially a fte r the erra tic 
course o f hurricane F lora w hich in 
fou r days took innum erable v ic ­
tim s and caused hundreds o f m il­
lions of dollars w orth  o f damage. 
I t  is not realistic to believe tha t 
hum anitarian considerations w ould 
keep the counter-revolutionaries 
or the U.S. government (w hich 
has already refused to ease the 
blockade) from  try in g  to exp lo it 
th is s ituation in  order to s trike 
w ha t in  its eyes must look lik e  a 
fin ish ing  blow.

“Jackals Amid Ruins'
“ I t  is ju s t possible tha t the tra ­

gic s ituation w ould cause the C IA  
to somehow postpone an opera­
tion w hich today w ould pu t the 
‘glorious freedom fighters ’ in  the 
position of jackals amid ruins. B u t 
w hat about the situation some 
months from  now when the un­
stable memory o f public opinion 
begins to forget the desperate s it­
uation in to  w hich F lora plunged 
the island?

“ Some voices say that the date 
fo r the attack (the f irs t h a lf o f 
1964) has already been irrem e­
d iab ly set by the United States. 
Bu t the outcome o f the operation 
cannot be foreseen by the W hite 
House w ith  great certa in ty be­
cause i t  w il l  depend above a ll 
upon the Cubans themselves, upon 
help from  the socialist camp and 
upon the capacity o f the peoples 
o f the whole w orld  to react.”

“ The god of the cannibals w il l  
be a cannibal, o f the crusaders a 
crusader, and of the merchants a 
merchant.”  —  Ralph Waldo Emer­
son (1803-1882)

Paris Students 
Battle Cops

PARIS, ( W orld O utlook) —  The 
National Union of Students and 
the Unions of Personnel in  H igher 
Education organized a one-week, 
nation-wide strike to protest gov­
ernm ent policies toward higher 
education w hich have led to both 
a lack o f teachers and school 
buildings. There is never enough 
money, i t  seems, w h ile  b illions 
are being spent fo r the “ force de 
frappe”  (nuclear s tr ik ing  force).

The strike  was a success 
throughout France. Very few 
teachers showed up at the un ive r­
sities and many students were on 
the picket lines.

The week of demonstrations was 
to end Nov. 29 w ith  a ra lly  in  the 
L a tin  Quarter of Paris. Under the 
pretext tha t i t  would block tra f­
fic, the M in is te r of the In te rio r 
banned the gathering. B u t the 
organizations decided to go ahead 
anyway.

That afternoon some 10,000 stu­
dents assembled at the edge of a 
zone guarded by large numbers 
o f police.

When the police sought to dis­
perse the students, v io len t in ­
cidents flared up. For more than 
three hours the L e ft Bank was 
the scene of demonstrations and 
scuffles in  which the police used 
the ir lead-weighted capes against 
the students.

Some groups of students crossed 
the Seine to demonstrate along the 
Grand Boulevards.

The strike  and yesterday’s dem­
onstrations testify  to the hos tility  
which the campus feels towards 
the regime and also toward the 
c iv il authorities.

The w orkers’ organizations are 
expressing so lida rity  w ith  the 
teachers and students. B u t these 
big organizations, which encom­
pass the m a jo rity  of the w ork ing  
class, content themselves w ith  ex­
pressing verbal so lidarity  and 
make no call fo r action to support 
the r ig h t to demonstrate.

This fa ilu re  is another expres­
sion of the lack o f w il l  among the 
trad itiona l leaders to struggle 
against the G au llis t regime. They 
salute partia l movements tha t seek 
lim ited  objectives in  th is  or that 
area, but open up no real perspec­
tive  fo r these struggles, not t r y ­
ing to raise them to a po litica l 
level. They seek only to draw  elec­
to ra l gains. Something else is 
needed to b ring  an end to a bona- 
partis t regime.

Two Rights Pickets 
Face Jail in N.Y.

NEW YO RK — A  young couple 
arrested Nov. 21 during  a demon­
stration here against a police k i l l ­
ing  o f tw o Puerto Rican men, was 
convicted Dec. 6 on trum ped-up 
charges o f assaulting a police cap­
tain. The charges against the 
couple, James and M a rilyn  Rob­
ertson, 34 and 29 respectively, had 
been reduced from  felonious as­
sault to simple assault, fo r which 
the maxim um  ja il term  is one year. 
They w il l  be sentenced next 
month.

Another demonstrator, Joe 
Sweeny, o f CORE, is scheduled to 
be tried  Dec. 13 on charges which 
have been reduced to “ un law fu l 
assembly.”  M a rilyn  Robertson 
faces an additional charge of dis­
orderly  conduct the same date. A ll 
three are represented by M ark 
Lane, acting as a law yer fo r CORE.

The demonstration, o rig ina lly  
called by the Youth Against W ar 
and Fascism, was swelled by some 
600 Negro and Puerto Rican resi­
dents of the area around the 24th 
precinct station. A  cop from  the 
station had shot and k ille d  V ic to r 
Rodriguez, 26, and M axim o Sa- 
lero, 34, as they were being 
brought in  a police car to the 
stationhouse Nov. 15 fo r booking 
on disorderly conduct charges. The 
cop claimed Rodriguez pulled a 
gun and fired.

Odetta

ty  three, a tim e of National Shame 
and Mourning. A nd by our sacri­
fices, le t us, who love our coun- 
try , re a ffirm  our dedication to 
those forgotten princip les upon 
w hich this country was founded, 
and by w hich i t  must now  live  
or die.

“ To those of us who. must give 
something, le t us make our Christ­
mas g ift a contribu tion  to c iv il- 
rights organizations and other in ­
stitu tions w ork ing  to bu ild  and 
strengthen the m ora l and relig ious 
fib re  of our nation.

“ What profounder monument 
can we bu ild  to the mem ory o f 
Medgar Evers and the ch ildren o f 
B irm ingham  and the President o f 
the United States?”

The founding members of the 
Association of A rtis ts  fo r  Free­
dom are: James B a ldw in, Ossie 
Davis, Ruby Dee, Odetta Gordan, 
Louis Lomax, John O. K illens, 
Acting  Chairman, Clarence B. 
Jones, Counsel.

which i t  f in a lly  turned over to the 
W arren commission Dec. 9.

The report has not been released 
to the public, yet sensational news­
paper stories containing b its and 
pieces of its  “ conclusions”  and “ dis­
closures”  have been appearing reg­
u la rly . These pa rticu la r bits and 
pieces a ll appear to be calculated 
to feed the w itch-hunt atmosphere 
against the le ft, by attem pting to 
tie  Oswald to the F a ir P lay fo r 
Cuba Committee, and even assert­
ing tha t he was the unknown as­
sailant who fired  at General W al­
ker, the u ltra -righ t racist leader, 
last A p r il 10.

A t the tim e of that shooting, 
Dallas newspapers reported the 
police said the bu lle t fired  at 
W alker was .30 caliber. Now the 
“ leaked”  report is tha t the bu lle t 
may have been from  the same gun 
tha t k illed  the president. B u t tha t 
gun is 6.5 mm. cal. The difference 
is explained away by the an­
nouncement that the bu lle t fired  
at W alker was too shattered fo r 
exact identification.

A ctua lly , only tw o pieces of 
“ hard”  evidence are reported in 
the recent in form ation alleged­
ly  connecting Oswald w ith  the 
W alker shooting. These are: I )  a 
report tha t W alker’s name was 
found w ritte n  in Oswald’s note­
book; and 2) a report tha t Oswald 
attended the Dallas ra lly  addressed 
by Gen. W alker the n igh t before 
A d la i Stevenson was physically 
attacked by u ltra -righ tis ts  in  the 
Texas city.

These tw o reports w ould seem 
to raise the question o f pos­
sible connection between Oswald 
and the u ltra -righ t groups w hich 
abound in  Dallas. I t  should be 
recalled that Oswald tr ied  to jo in  
an organization of Cuban counter­
revolutionaries in  New Orleans. 
D id  he try  a s im ila r step w ith  the 
u ltra  r ig h t in  Dallas —  and th is 
tim e succeed?

...ACLU on Oswald Case

Artists for Freedom Declare 
Bigotry Is Source of Violence

NEW YO RK —  “ The same 
hatred, the same bigotry, the same 
sickness, the same gun, which on 
June 11, 1963 k illed  Medgar Evers 
in Mississippi, and on Sept. 15, 
1963, k illed  six children in  B irm ­
ingham, has now on Nov. 22, 1963, 
struck down the President of the 
United States,”  declared the As­
sociation of A rtis ts  fo r Freedom.

The statement by the Negro a rt­
ists’ group continued: “ We are
deeply sorrow ful, bu t sorrow is 
not enough. We are deeply 
ashamed, but shame is not enough. 
There has been unleashed in our 
land the deadly v irus of hatred 
and violence. How many children? 
How many heroes? How many 
Presidents must be sacrificed to 
the God of Greed and B igo try, to 
the worshippers of violence?

“ We are a great people fo r feel­
ing sorrow and fo r shedding tears 
to express our grief. B u t a ll too 
often our sadness is o f a b rie f sea­
son, and a ll too soon we tu rn  again 
back to business as usual.

“ Permissive violence is a com­
mon staple today in the mass 
media of our country. Coming 
down to us h is to rica lly  through 
w ar against the Indians, through 
slavery, lynchings, gangland w ar­
fare, to the curren t use of dogs 
and electric cattle-prods against 
human beings by law-enforce­
ment officers.

“ Before the next m a rty r is 
struck down and the next season 
of public anguish and sorrow com­
mences, we the Association o f A r t ­
ists fo r Freedom, call upon you, 
the Am erican people, to jo in  us in  
pu tting  our deep g rie f in to  positive 
action.

“ This is no tim e fo r business-as- 
usual. This is no tim e fo r  Christ- 
mas-as-usual. On m oral principles 
alone, le t us refuse to partic ipate 
in the orgy of shopping-as-usual, 
th is . Christmas. Le t us make this 
Christmas Season in  the year of 
our Lord  and of our profound 
sorrow, nineteen hundred and s ix­

(Continued from  Page 1)
“ no purpose w ould be served by 
speculation on this issue.”

6) I f  Oswald had obtained a 
lawyer, his m urder m ight w e ll 
have been averted because a law ­
yer could have objected to his 
pub lic transfer.

The A C LU  also declared its sup­
port of the appointment o f the in ­
vestigating commission headed by 
C hief Justice W arren.

The AC LU  noted, however, that 
an in q u iry  w ithou t the accused 
“ presents the m ajor objection tha t 
he is unable to provide his counsel 
w ith  in form ation bearing on his 
defense and the evidence against 
him . Evidence damaging on its 
face has, in other cases, been ex­
plained satisfactorily  to jurors. No 
m atter how scrupulously fa ir  an 
in q u iry  now m ight be, there can 
be no substitute fo r the presence 
of the accused.”

On balance, however, the A C LU  
th inks a “ complete and im partia l 
presentation of the evidence”  is 
necessary in  these extraord inary 
circumstances. The statement says 
tha t “ i f  he [O swald] and he 
alone did the act, i t  is best that 
th is be demonstrated as con­
clusively as is now possible . . . 
L ikewise, i f  th is is not so, tha t 
also m ust be established so tha t the 
search fo r the k ille r  may be con­
tinued.”

W itch-Hunt Danger
The AC LU  also warned that 

“ great care must be taken that 
these events do not lead to a p o lit­
ical w itch-hunt e ither o f the le ft or 
the righ t. The assassination should 
not be made an excuse fo r im pa ir­
ing any of our po litica l freedoms.”  

However, a fo rm  of tr ia l by 
pub lic ity  —  to which the ACLU 
objects to so strongly— apparently 
is being continued by FB I, which 
is “ leaking”  in form ation on the re­
po rt it has been preparing and
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... New Suicides in Vietnam WE CELEBRATED

(Continued from  Page 1) 
kept in  the dark on another m at­
te r —  the extent of the U.S. com­
m itm ent in  Vietnam. Press reports 
on the number of U.S. troops there 
are ve ry  curious. In  the summer of 
1963, fo r example, the standard 
news reference was to “ 12,000” 
U.S. troops in  Vietnam. Toward 
the end of August th is changed to 
“ 15,000”  w ith  no report of new 
arriva ls . One issue of the New  
Y o rk  Times carried three d iffe r­
ent figures —  “ 12,000,”  “ 14,000”  
and “ 15,000.”

A fte r the Nov. 2 anti-D iem coup 
the standard figure  given in  news 
reports suddenly became “ 16,500”
—  again w ith  no explanation. 
Moreover, President Kennedy 
made an unexplained reference in 
his Sept. 12 news conference to

the “ 25,000 Americans”  who “ have 
traveled 10,000 miles to pa rtic i­
pate in  that struggle.”

W hy these mysterious changes 
in the number of G I’s reported in 
Vietnam? Is there a troop build-up 
we aren’t  being to ld about?

The only explanation fo r a ll the 
secrecy about the V ietnam w a r is 
the government’s fear tha t the 
American people w ould demand 
w ithd raw a l from  that jung le  con­
f l ic t  i f  the fu l l  tru th  were known.

N.Y. Banquet Toasts Militant’s 35 Years

“ Years ago I  began to recognize 
my kinship w ith  a ll liv in g  beings, 
and I  made up my m ind tha t I  
was not one b it better than the 
meanest on earth . I  said then, and 
I say now, that w h ile  there is a 
lower class I  am in  i t ;  w h ile  there 
is a c rim ina l element, I  am of i t ;  
w hile  there is a soul in  prison, I  
am not free.”  —  Eugene V. Debs 
(1855-1926)

W IN T E R  B O O K  L IS T  —
BOOKS AND PAM PHLETS ON NEGRO H ISTO RY AND  

C IV IL  RIGHTS
B L A C K  JA C O B IN S  by  C. L . R . James. Th e  classic on Toussaint L ’Ouverture  

and the slave revolution which established the Republic of H a iti. Revised edition. 
Paper SI 95

L IF E  A N D  T IM E S  O F FR E D E R IC K  D O U G LA S . The complete autobiography
o f the slave-born abolitionist leader. Paper. $1.50.

B L A C K  B O U R G E O IS IE  by E. F ra n k lin  Frazier. Paper, .95.
B L A C K  M U S L IM S  IN  A M E R IC A  by C. Eric  Lincoln. A  history of the group

andN E G R 0 1SLA VE°SO N G S IN  T H E  U N IT E D  S TA TE S  by  M . M . Fisher. Paper $1.95. 
SOULS OF B L A C K  F O L K  by W . E. B. DuBois. Paper. .50.
L A Y  M Y  B U R D E N  D O W N  (A  Fo lk  H istory of S lavery) edited by B. A .

BOt5^ V ^ L T r iN 1 T H E  S O U TH  by Dan W akefield. One of the firs t surveys of the 
current c iv il-rights  upsurge. .Paper, .95. ,  ..

F A C IN G  M O U N T  K E N Y A  by Jomo K enyatta . A  study of the K ik u y u  tribe  
b y  the m an who is now K en ya ’s Prim e M in ister. A  classic of anthropology and 
A frican  nationalism . Paper, $1.45. . . . .  j  „

FR E E D O M  R ID E  by  James Peck. The story of the firs t freedom  rides by a 
partic ipant. Paper. .50.

JO H N  B R O W N  by W . E. B. DuBois. Paper, $2.25.
NEG R O ES O N  T H E  M A R C H  by  D an iel Guerin. A  survey of the Negro struggle 

In  the U.S. to  1954 by the noted French M arx is t scholar. Reduced price. Clotft,

^  5 T H E PW ESTI IN D IE S  A N D  T H E IR  F U T U R E  by D an iel Guerin. Cloth, $4. 
LA B O R  P A R T Y  A N D  FR E E D O M  N O W  P A R T Y  by Tom  K erry . Paper, .15. 
FR E E D O M  N O W  —  Socialist W orkers P arty  resolution on the current stage 

to the struggle fo r equal rights. Paper, .25.
W H Y  W E  N E E D  A  FR E E D O M  N O W  P A R T Y . Answers to questions by M ich i­

gan supporters of Freedom  N ow  P arty . Paper, .15.
R E U N IO N  A N D  R E A C T IO N  by C. V an  W oodw ard. Scholarly w o rk  on toe 

agreement between N orthern capitalists and Southern Bourbons th a t ended the

^ CT O ^ S T R A N C T °^ A R E E R  O F J IM  CROW  by C. V an  W oodward. Paper, $1.50.
100 YE A R S  OF L Y N C H IN G  by  Ralph Ginzburg. Paper $.75.___
M O N R O E, N .C . —  T U R N IN G  P O IN T  IN  A M E R IC A N  H IS T O R Y  by Conrad

LynT H E SIW A L L ' B E TW E E N  by A nn Braden. The story of courageous w hite  
Southern integration is ta, C arl and A nn Braden. Paper, $1.85.

NEGROES W IT H  G U N S  by  Robert W illiam s. The case fo r self defense by  the  
m ilita n t A fro -A m erican  leader from  Monroe, N .C . Paper. $1.95.

P E O P LE  W IT H  S TR E N G TH  by Trum an Nelson. The noted novelist on the  
A bolitionist m ovem ent upholds the righ t of Negroes to self-defense. Paper, .35. 

B L A C K  M OSES —  T H E  STO R Y  O F  M A R C U S  G A R V E Y  by E. D . Cronon.

PaPB i.A C K  R E C O N S TR U C TIO N  by  W . E . B. DuBois. The classic on the revolu­
tionary  period follow ing the C iv il W ar. Cloth, $7.50.

D O C U M E N TS  ON T H E  NEG R O  STR U G G LE . Texts of discussions w tlh  Leon  
Trotsky  and Socialist W orkers P a rty  convention resolutions. Paper, .85.

W E  S H A L L  O VER C O M E. Songs of the Southern freedom  m ovem ent com­
piled  fo r the Student N onvio lent Coordinating Com m ittee by G u y  and Candle  
Carawan. Wards and music. Paper, $1.05.

“  B O O K S B Y  LE O N  T R O T S K Y
L IT E R A T U R E  A N D  R E V O L U T IO N . Cloth, $2.98. Paper (Special price) $1.
IN  D E FE N S E  O F M A R X IS M . Classic exposition on the class nature of the  

Soviet state and dialectical m aterialism . W ritten  in  1940. Paper. $2-50.
T H E  S T A L IN  SCHO OL O F  F A L S IF IC A T IO N . Paper (Special price) $2.50. 
D IA R Y  IN  E X IL E . Cloth. $4.00.

T O E L ^ n R D aPIN TO R N A TTO N A L A F T E R  L E N IN . Cloth, $4.00. Paper, $2-50. 
R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N . Selected chapters of the classic history of 1917.

Paper, $1.45. _  ____
S T A L IN . A  biography. C loth , $3.50. Paper, $ 2 . 2 5 . _____ ,  _______ _ .  . ,
F IR S T  F IV E  YE A R S  O F T H E  C O M M U N IS T  IN T E R N A T IO N A L . Trotsky s 

w ritings, speeches and reports at Com intern meetings. Vol. I :  C loth, $3.50. V o l. I I :  
Paper, $3.00.

B O O K S B Y  JA M E S  P. C A N N O N
H IS T O R Y  OF A M E R IC A N  T R O T S K Y IS M . Cloth, $2.75. Paper, $2.00. 
S TR U G G L E  FO R  A  P R O L E T A R IA N  P A R T Y . Companion w o rk  to Trotsky's  

In  Defense of M arxism . Cloth, $2.75.
N O TE B O O K  OF A N  A G IT A T O R . V iv id , colorful com pilation o f articles be­

ginning in days of defense of Sacco and V anzetti. Cloth, $4. Paper, $2.50.
T H E  F IR S T  T E N  Y E A R S  O F  A M E R IC A N  C O M M U N IS M . Report of a par­

tic ipant. Cloth, $6.00.

BO O K S A N D  P A M P H L E T S  O N  C UB A
SPEECHES B Y  F ID E L  CASTRO :

N in th  A nniversary  of Ju ly  26 (Ju ly  28, 1962) .25 
H isto ry  W ill Absolve M e! (Oct. 16, 1953) $1.00.
To  the  Children (Sept. 14, 1960) .25.
On U nem ploym ent (Feb. 11, 1961) .25.
Cuba’s Socialist D estiny (Ju ly  26, 1961) .25.
U n ited  Nations Speech (Sept. 26, 1960) .25.
On M arxism -Lenin ism  (Dec. 2, 1961) $1.00.
Second D eclaration of Havana (Feb. 4, 1962) .25.
The Revolution M ust Be a School of U nfettered Thought (M arch 13, 1963) .15. 
Denounces Bureaucracy and Sectarianism (M arch 26, 1962) .35.
Cuba’s A grarian  Reform  (Aug. 18, 1962) .25.
Th e  Road to Revolution in  L a tin  A m erica (Ju ly  26, 1963) .50.
Speech to the W omen (Jan. 15, 1963) .35.
To  the Rebel You th  (M arch 27, 1961) .10.

B y Jay G arnett
NEW YO RK — “ The f irs t 35 

years are the hardest,”  noted one 
o f the speakers at the 35th A n ­
niversary Banquet of The M ilita n t. 
Friends and supporters gathered 
Dec. 7 to honor the socialist pa­
per which has consistently kept 
the revo lu tionary flam e burn ing 
through wars and witch-hunts, 
waxings and wanings of w orking- 
class consciousness.

The M ilita n t is a unique ins titu ­
tion, master of ceremonies Tom 
K e rry  noted. Its  w rite rs  have been 
tra ined by the paper itse lf —  only 
one having had a professional 
jou rna lis tic  tra in ing. D iverse back­
grounds have contributed to the 
content and con tinu ity  of the 
paper.

K e rry  paid tr ibu te  to George 
Lavan, managing editor, who was 
unable to be present, and in ­
troduced H a rry  Ring, s ta ff mem­
ber o f the paper. R ing expressed 
his conviction of long standing 
tha t ind iv idua l freedom is pos­
sible on ly  in  a collective society. 
B u t even under capitalism, he 
said, i t  is possible to jo in  in  a 
collective e ffo rt towards the estab­
lishm ent of such a society. The 
M ilita n t, fo r example, has been 
the collective eye of a ll those that 
w an t to end the abominations of 
capitalism.

He pointed out tha t only The 
M ilita n t  in  this country came fo rth  
w ith  a consistent program fo r 
fig h tin g  fascism during  the 1930s; 
on ly i t  probed the roots of the 
Second W orld  W ar and to ld  the 
tru th  about i t  in  the early ’40’s 
and on ly it ,  w ith  its V-J Day head­
line  —  “ There Is No Peace,”  — 
predicted and warned against the 
cold w a r and its m ounting to ll in  
terms of human beings.

K e rry  described the "fabulous”  
contributions made by M ilita n t 
w r ite r  A r t  Preis who, despite seri­
ous illness, has contributed reg­
u la rly  to the paper and had even 
made a tape-recorded message fo r 
the A nn iversary Banquet. Preis’ 
tape, rem iniscing about the late 
Laura  Gray, The M ilita n t’s po­
lit ic a l cartoonist whose drawings 
could “ move to laughter, tears, 
ho rro r and indignation . . w il l

Tom Kerry

be transcribed fo r a la te r issue.
S ta ff w rite r Fred Halstead re la t­

ed how  The M ilita n t had always 
had the things he wanted to know, 
beginning in  1942, when as a boy 
on the West Coast he became con­
cerned about the fo rc ib le  removal 
o f Japanese-Americans to concen­
tra tion  camps. The paper had de­
fended the Japanese-Americans 
and traced the roots o f the ir per­
secution to the economic interests 
tha t coveted the valuable land tha t 
they then possessed.

W illia m  F. Warde in  a taped 
message recalled his f irs t M ilita n t 
artic le, a satire about a R ip Van 
W inkle  in  the Communist Party, 
who had fa llen  asleep during  the 
CP’s u ltra -le ft sw ing in  the early 
1930s and awoke to argue w ith  
B row der and the Popular F ron t 
line.

The A nniversary Banquet then 
paid tr ibu te  to the indispensable, 
hard-working personnel of the 
M ilita n t Business Office. Karo lyn  
K e rry , business manager, spoke of 
the importance o f the hundreds o f 
members of the m ilita n t arm y, 
w ho d is tribu te  and sell the paper. 
Sylvia Weinstein, assistant busi­
ness manager, noted p roud ly tha t

over 5,000 new subscribers are 
now reading the socialist message 
every week.

Socialist W orkers P arty  Na­
tiona l Secretary F a rre ll Dobbs, 
who had served during  an in te r­
lude in  the ’40s as editor, delivered 
the m ain address of the evening.

We live  in a social system, he 
said, whose ha llm arks are “ the 
te rrib le  anathemas to hum ankind 
of d iscrim ination, hate, race pre­
judice,”  a system in  w hich the 
double face of power comes fo r th  
as soft-ta lk ing po litic ians and 
b ru ta l police repression against 
even exercising o f one’s rights.

I t  is a system in  w hich the 
force of the u ltra -righ t is being 
synthesized w ith  race-haters and 
the practitioners of “ legal and i l ­
legal types o f repression in  the 
fo rm  o f w itch-hunt.”

This has been clim axed by the 
“ assassination o f the President and 
the lynch ing of his accused as­
sassin w ithou t a fa ir  tr ia l.”

“ W hat a symbol o f w hat th is 
system has become! W hat a recita­
tion  . . . W hat a demonstration of 
the need to change th is society!

“ M ankind must organize its in ­
telligence socially . . .  i f  condi­
tions are to get better instead of 
worse.

“ Y outh faces the a lternative: 
the arm y or the 'chron ica lly un­
employed . . .

“ We go fo rw ard  w ith  the con­
sciousness tha t we’re not w ork ing  
to bu ild  a summer soldier. We’re 
w ork ing  w ith  those w ho have 
signed up fo r  the duration of the 
struggle u n til capita lism  is abol­
ished . . .

“ Every l in k  o f e ffo rt is v ita l”  
in  getting the socialist message to 
the Am erican w ork ing  people. 
“ A nd there is noth ing more im ­
portant than this, tha t any single 
ind iv idua l can do w ith  his life .”  

The ceremonies ended w ith  the 
singing of “ Happy B irthday”  to  
The M ilita n t. The single candle on 
The M ilita n t b irthday  cake fo u r 
times frustra ted the M.C.’s efforts 
to b low  i t  out, flicke rin g  and burst­
ing in to  flam e again a fte r every 
attempt. This hum orously and 
ap tly  symbolized the inextingu ish­
able nature of the socialist mes­
sage proclaimed by The M ilita n t.

World Events
Arm y Hunts Rebels

The m ilita ry  government of the 
Dominican Republic continues to 
pred ict op tim is tica lly  tha t i t  is 
about to crush a group o f c iv ilians 
who have risen up in  arms against 
the m ilita ry ’s own v io len t seizure 
of power. The Dominican armed 
forces deposed the constitutional 
regime o f Juan Bosch Sept. 25.

“ Jungle-trained”  troops —  no 
doubt inc lud ing  graduates of the 
U.S. Special W arfare school In 
the Panama Canal Zone —  have 
been th row n  against the rebels, 
along w ith  air-force figh te r 
planes. The government claims the 
rebels are trapped in  foo th ills  
near the c ity  of Santiago. A rm ed 
forces spokesmen say the rebels 
are members o f the socialist 14th 
of June Movement.

Angolan Rebel Hits NATO
Holden Roberto, leader o f the 

National F ron t fo r  the L ibera tion  
o f Angola, said in  an in te rv iew  
at the U nited Nations tha t arms 
supplied to Portugal by NATO 
were being used to suppress the 
struggle fo r independence in  A n ­
gola. G uerrilla  fighters, who have 
been figh ting  Portuguese troops 
fo r over tw o years, have captured 
U.S., B ritish , West German, Bel­
gian and French arms, Roberto 
said.

The UN Security Council passed 
a resolution Ju ly  31 ca lling on 
Portugal to g rant independence to 
the A frica n  te rrito ries  o f Angola, 
Mozambique and ’ “ Portuguese”

Guinea, to h a lt a ll acts of repres­
sion in  those areas and w ithd raw  
its armed forces. The NATO arms 
aid is helping Portugal hold on to 
these colonies despite the UN re­
solution.

Fear Soviet-U.S. ‘Deal’
A frica n  diplom ats at the UN 

have expressed concern tha t the 
U.S. and Soviet Union have come 
to an agreement tha t w il l  delay 
the granting o f independence to 
still-colonized A frica n  te rrito ries. 
Since the test ban trea ty  and “ im ­
provem ent”  of U.S.-Soviet re la­
tions, they to ld Issa Korashi of 
the New Y o rk  D a ily  News’ UN 
Bureau, “ the U.S. was g iv ing  mere­
ly  l ip  service to A frican  demands 
fo r freedom”  and the Soviet Un­
ion and its allies “ were not as 
enthusiastic in  supporting A frican  
claims as they were a year ago.”

Indian Economy Stagnates
The Ind ian  planning commission 

recently reported tha t national in ­
come has on ly grown by 2.5% in  
the f irs t tw o years o f Ind ia ’s cur­
rent five-year plan. This was only 
ha lf the grow th rate projected in  
the plan. A t the same time, the 
country ’s population is grow ing at 
an estimated rate of 2.4%. This 
means that, in  the past two years, 
average per-capita income has 
stood s till.

Soviet Memoirs to  Resume
According to an ad in  the Soviet 

l ite ra ry  paper, L ite ra tu rn a y a  Ga-

zeta, author Ilya  Ehrenburg w il l  
be allowed to  resume publication 
of his controversial memoirs next 
year. The last volume of these 
memoirs appeared in  the out­
spoken lite ra ry  m onthly, Novy  
M ir, early last year. I t  was heavily  
critic ized and received an o ffic ia l 
rebuke from  Khrushchev h im self 
fo r its  “ gloomy”  description o f life  
under S talin.

The last chapter o f tha t volume 
was censored to remove details 
about the anti-Semitic d rive  in  
S ta lin ’s last years, w h ich  exterm ­
inated most of Jewish cu ltu ra l life  
in  the Soviet Union. Ehrenburg 
was one of the few  Jewish w rite rs  
to survive. Ehrenburg’s conclud­
ing volume w il l  deal w ith  the post- 
S ta lin  years.

S.Africa to  Use Poison Gas
The insane, white-supremaclst 

ty ranny o f South A frica  is ready­
ing itse lf fo r the apocalypse by 
developing “ deadly gases known 
to be capable of massive devasta­
tion  comparable w ith  the nuclear 
bomb.”  L. J. Le Roux, vice presi­
dent of South A fr ic a ’s N ational 
Council fo r Scientific and Indus­
tr ia l Research, said recently tha t 
a special group o f scientists is 
learn ing a ll there is to know  about 
such v iru le n t poisons as tabun, 
soman, and sarin, w h ich  he said 
were developed in  Nazi Germany. 
Le Roux explained tha t gas Is 
coming back as a “ low-cost”  m ili­
ta ry  weapon.
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L e t te r s  f r o m  O u r  R e a d e r s
[Th is column  is an open jo rum  

1or a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters under 
400 words. W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given jo r  use.]

New Zealander on Oswald
W ellington, New Zealand 

The assassination of President 
Kennedy seems almost certa in ly  
to  have been the w ork  of the u ltra ­
r ig h t in  Texas and the assas­
sination of Oswald was undoubt­
edly a necessary component of the 
w hole scheme.

I  note tha t in  our press here 
th a t an Associated Press report 
from  Washington dated Nov. 24 
quoted the sta ff doctors at Park-
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I N  T H E  M I L I T A N T

“ The F B I d iv is ion in  the Depart­
m ent of Justice resembles nothing 
so much as a huge warehouse of 
garbage neatly stacked in  f il in g  
cabinets. This is the gossip and 
loose slander, m a in ly  from  m a li­
cious or m isinform ed sources, that 
has been p iled up fo r more than 
fo u r decades about everyone in  
pub lic  life , from  politic ians to 
union leaders. To th is is added 
‘tips’ on m illions of obscure per­
sons on whom the F B I may w ant 
to take action some day.

“ I t  is th is mountain of unsavory 
m ateria l about the personal and 
in tim ate  lives of m illions which 
provides the F B I w ith  its  most 
potent means fo r in tim ida tion , 
b lackm ail, coercion and v ic tim i­
zation of Am erican people in  ev­
ery w a lk  of life .

“ This is the fr igh ten ing  fact 
th a t was driven home even to con­
servative Republican elements on 
the occasion o f the Senate sub­
committee hearings on the [H a rry  
D exte r] W hite a ffa ir. C ringing, 
faw n ing Senators of both parties 
d id  not dare question or re fu te  the 
ca re fu lly  selected materials from  
the F B I files tha t A tto rney  Gen­
era l B row ne ll and F B I D irector 
J. Edgar Hoover offered to the 
committee to ‘prove’ th e ir smear 
o f T rum an.”  —  Dec. 14, 1953.

2 0  Y E A R S  A G O

“ Despite a ll o f Roosevelt’s prom ­
ises, despite his executive orders 
8802 and 19346 and the FEPC, the 
Negro s till remains a second-class 
citizen.

“ N othing proves th is better than 
the W ar Manpower Commission’s 
recent study on the status o f Ne­
groes in  industry, a study which 
the O ffice of W ar In fo rm ation  
has tr ied  to bury.

“ This study reveals tha t em­
ploym ent of Negroes in  w ar in ­
dustry rose from  5.8% in  Ju ly  
1942 to 7.3% in  Ju ly  1943. This 
t in y  increase of 1.5% comes in the 
face of the most severe labor short­
age in the h istory of th is coun­
t r y  . .  .

“ The commission fu rth e r finds 
tha t in  the South, Negroes are con­
centrated in  those establishments 
and occupations where heavy un­
skilled  w o rk  is performed . . .

“ N or are conditions much better 
outside the South . . . The op­
p o rtun ity  fo r varied employment 
w ith  a chance fo r advancement 
remains lim ited , the report states. 
Negroes, as a whole, have been 
employed ‘in  a few  concentrated 
industries as unskilled w orkers in 
large numbers w ith  lit t le  or no 
chance to upgrade themselves!’ ”

“ I f  Negroes remain concentrated 
in  a few  industries as unskilled 
workers . . . then they w il l  be the 
f irs t  ones squeezed out of industry 
when the w ar factories begin to 
slow  down.”  —  Dec. 18, 1943.

land Hospita l in  Dallas who treat­
ed M r. Kennedy as fo llows: “ The 
sniper’s bu lle t pierced the m id­
section of the fro n t pa rt o f his 
neck and emerged from  the top 
of his sku ll.”

On the face of it ,  i f  th is report 
is accurate, then i t  w ould seem to 
be u tte r ly  impossible fo r a sniper 
on the s ix th  floo r f ir in g  down­
w ard to have caused th is sort of 
wound.

I f  the Dallas police stick to 
the ir story tha t Oswald was on the 
s ix th  floo r o f the bu ild ing  then 
they have c learly established tha t 
he was ju s t about the one person 
in  Dallas who could not have k illed  
the president.

H.P.

[The po in t made by H.P. is ap­
parently  also puzzling investiga­
tors. A  Dec. 5 dispatch from  Dal­
las to the New Y ork Times re­
ported tha t as of tha t day federal 
investigators were s ti l l  try in g  to 
reconstruct the shooting of the 
president on film . The report 
added:

“ One question was how the 
President could have received a 
bu lle t in  fro n t of the th roa t from  
a r if le  in  the Texas School Book 
Depository B u ild ing  a fte r his car 
had passed the bu ild ing  and was 
tu rn ing  a gentle curve away from  
it. One explanation from  a com­
petent source was tha t the Presi­
dent had turned to his r ig h t to 
wave and was struck at tha t mo­
ment. The best au thority  presum­
ably on the exact angle of entry 
of the bu lle t is the man who con­
ducted the autopsy. He is D r. J. J. 
Humes . . . D r. Humes said he is 
forb idden to ta lk .”  E d it o r .]

His First Issue
Philadelphia, Pa.

Found a copy of your paper on 
m y way home from  w o rk  and i t  
was good to see a newspaper that 
te lls  the tru th  about w ha t’s going 
on. I  fought in  W orld W ar I I  and 
the Korean W ar and I don’t  w ant 
to see any son of m ine die to 
protect some Orienta l despot ha lf­
way around the w 6rld  in  Vietnam. 
I ’m as opposed to Communism as 
the next fe llow , bu t when i t  comes 
to relig ious persecution I  draw  the 
line.

W hat you said about the tragic 
death of our President makes 
sense. The Dallas police have been 
a real disgrace to Am erican jus­
tice. Even i f  Oswald was g u ilty  he. 
should have gotten a fa ir  tr ia l. 
This Ruby character sounds like  
a m igh ty  fishy “ p a tr io t”  to me.

Good luck  to your paper. I  am 
enclosing 50 cents as a contribu­
tion. You can’t  get too much of 
the tru th  these days.

T.B.

Rejects Psychiatrists View
Brooklyn, N.Y.

We have been hearing a great 
deal about Lee Oswald’s “ fanci­
fu l”  bitterness toward society. 
Psychiatrists m ainta in  tha t Os­
w a ld ’s weakness lay in  not “ ac­
cepting and m aking the best of 
things as they are.”

C erta in ly  there is no excuse fo r 
the heinous crime Oswald is al­
leged to have committed. I f  he 
d id assassinate the President i t  
proved an imbalance o f m ind in  
coping w ith  the unfavorable c ir­
cumstances tha t Oswald was un­
fortunate enough to fa ll he ir to. 
B u t to say tha t his bitterness cen­
tered on only “ unfounded fancy”  
is ra ther d ive rting  the issue.

As your editoria ls have pointed 
out many times, there are in  this 
society many inequities tha t one 
could ju s tifia b ly  feel bitterness 
against. And the bromides fo r­
warded by the more favored mem­
bers of our society —  such as 
the psychiatrists and psychologists 
— namely, to  “ make the best of it, 
and accept”  is certa in ly  not the 
form ula fo r progress and justice.

I f  the bewildered action was 
indeed Oswald’s i t  could w e ll have 
been triggered by the disen­
franchisement and inequities tha t 
one in  his economic class mostly 
experiences.

A  $50-a-week stock boy’s job  fo r 
a 24-year-old man w ith  a fa m ily  is 
not like ly  to cause flag-waving.

This le tte r is in  no w ay intended 
as an apologia fo r the te rrib le  as­
sassination but, I  hope, to in ject 
a note of lu c id ity  in  the m idst of 
the shrillness that has developed 
since Nov. 22.

A.P.

Mass. Extradition Fight
Springfie ld, Mass.

The Hampden County Massa­
chuse tts  Ja il is no “ Heaven”  bu t 
tha t is exactly w ha t Haywood 
Porter, Jr., a young Negro called 
i t  in  comparison to V irg in ia  pris­
on camps from  w hich he escaped 
in  order to preserve life  and lim b.

Haywood Porter to ld  Assistant 
A tto rney  General Irv in g  G oldb latt 
in  an extrad ition  hearing at the 
Hampden County Ja il tha t he 
d idn ’t  w an t to re tu rn  to the 
shackles, dawn-to-dusk w ork, poor 
food, so lita ry confinement and 
b ru ta l treatm ent to w hich he was

Facts on Aid to Children —  A
favorite  target of reactionaries and 
racists is the federal A id  to De­
pendent Children program which 
is depicted as squandering huge 
sums on allegedly undeserving and 
im m ora l mothers. A pa rt from  the 
fac t tha t the pittances given would 
hard ly  be an inducement to have 
more children, there is this in fo r­
mation, released by the U.S. De­
partm ent of W elfare Dec. 5: A id  
from  the program reaches only 
one-sixth of the nation ’s im prover- 
ished children. The department de­
fines impoverished children as 
those in  fam ilies that must choose 
between food and other necessities 
bu t cannot a ffo rd  both. I t  esti­
mates tha t there are 17 m illion  to 
23 m illio n  such children in  the 
country today.

Child Care —  In  nearly one-half 
m illio n  fam ilies in  th is country 
w ith  children under six years, the 
m other is the sole support o f the 
fam ily . In  117,000 fam ilies w ith  
ch ildren under s ix there is only 
a father. There are some three 
m illio n  fam ilies w ith  children 
under six where both parents w ork  
fo r a liv ing . Yet in  the entire 
country there are licensed day­
care centers available to some 185,- 
000 children.

Santa Claws —  “ Santa’s plans to 
ride  in  A lbuquerque’s Christmas 
parade on an arm y tank were 
dropped a fte r citizens complained 
of the ‘symbolism.’ ”  —  The W all 
Street Journal.

Court Victory —  In  the f irs t 
legal test of a m unicipa l fair-hous-

subjected on a V irg in ia  chain 
gang.

Porter was convicted of hom i­
cide by an a ll-w h ite  ju ry  and sen­
tenced to ten years im prisonm ent 
in  1949 at the age of 17 after 
getting in to  a dance ha ll braw l. 
His w h ite  defense counsel only 
w ent through the motions of de­
fending him . He was paroled in  
1952 but lost a succession of jobs 
when his parole o fficer checked on 
his habits and harassed his em­
ployers.

He then obtained a job  in  a pea- 
canning p lan t in  New Castle, Del., 
but was rearrested by V irg in ia  
state troopers because he had le ft 
the state. Turned over to U.S. 
marshals who denied h im  the rig h t 
o f fo rm al extrad ition  procedures, 
he found h im self back on the same 
chain gang he had served on earli­
er bu ild ing  roads, digging ditches, 
w ork ing  in  swamps and cesspools 
and on state farms.

A fte r a year more of barbarian 
crue lty  he escaped through D is­
m al Swamp in  October of 1961 to 
New Y o rk  C ity , H a rtfo rd  and 
Springfie ld. He has kept h im self 
employed, m arried, and, in  effect, 
has worked his own rehab ilita tion.

Now V irg in ia  authorities w ant 
h im  back to face punishm ent as 
a parole v io la to r and fo r  escape.

The Haywood P orte r Defense 
Committee has been organized to 
provide fo r  his legal defense so 
tha t he can e ither serve out the 
rem ainder o f his tim e in  Massa­
chuse tts  or continue his l ife  in  
peace here. H is employer, a waste- 
collection company, has promised 
to reta in h im  in  employment.

Contributions w ould be greatly

ing ordinance adopted in  1958, a 
P ittsburgh judge ordered a local 
housing development to sell a tract 
to D r. Oswald Nickens, a Negro 
physician. The court found the 
developers had refused to sell to 
D r. Nickens solely on the basis of 
h is race and tha t th is constituted 
a v io la tion  o f the local ordinance.

New Occupational Hazard —
Replying to a protest against po­
lice dogs being dispatched to a 
CORE demonstration, Baltim ore 
Police C hief L a lly  made th is com­
p la in t: “ Three o f our officers were 
hospitalized fo r back in ju ries  oc­
casioned by demonstrators’ tactics 
o f ly in g  prone on the ground and 
refusing to co-operate w ith  arrest­
ing  officers.”  He d idn ’t  say i f  he 
intends in  the fu tu re  to have the 
dogs drag o ff such demonstrators.

Double-Barreled Complaint —
The D e tro it C ity  Council is back­
ing  o ff from  a proposed plan to 
accept federal funds fo r a pro­
gram to rehab ilita te  alcoholics, in ­
cluding the purchase o f a hotel in  
the skid-row area to provide low- 
cost lodgings fo r those in  need. 
The plan was attacked on the one 
side by those who argued i t  w ould

appreciated and may be sent to 
Dr. Charles F. Storey, Treasurer, 
1862 M ain St., Springfie ld, Mass.

Alan F. Sawyer, Jr.
Co-Chairman

Queries China A rtic le
Safety Harbor, F la.

In  The M ilita n t fo r Nov. 4 you 
carried a long “ Answer to Chinese 
Communist Reply to Chinese Lead­
ers Defense of S ta lin ,”  by  E. 
Germain.

Y our contribu tor bases his an­
swer on purported ed itoria ls in  
the Peking People’s D a ily  and 
Red Flag and I  w ould like  to ask 
w hat is the source of his material? 
In  other words, d id your contribu­
to r translate the editoria ls h im ­
self or, i f  not, where d id  he fin d  
the translation?

I  th in k  The M ilita n t  should be 
very carefu l about whose version 
o f Chinese statements i t  p rin ts. I  
fin d  tha t news dispatches from  
Radio Havana and Havana station 
CM CA d iffe r rad ica lly  from  news 
from  China p rin ted  in  the U.S. 
captive press and heard on rad io  
and T V  here.

B.R.

[The artic le  referred to by E. 
Germain o rig ina lly  appeared in  
the Paris socialist pub lication 
W orld Outlook w h ich to our 
knowledge, like  The M ilita n t, a l­
ways uses authenticated sources 
fo r such texts as Chinese ed ito ria l 
statements, etc. These are ava il­
able in  the various language edi­
tions of Peking Review, the Chi­
nese news service, Hsinhua, etc. 
E d it o r .]

depreciate real-estate values in  the 
area and on the other side by flop ­
house owners who argued the 
m un ic ipa lly  operated hotel w ou ld  
provide u n fa ir competition.

Surprised? —  A n  a ll-w h ite  ju ry  
in  Oxford, Miss., cleared five  law- 
enforcement officers charged by 
the Justice Departm ent w ith  m is­
treating Negro prisoners. They 
were accused of k ick ing  and 
beating a group o f demonstrators 
who were ja iled  last summer for 
staging a sit-in a t a J im  Crow 
bus station restaurant.

Americans Love It? —  A rth u r 
K ron, head of an advertising agen­
cy tha t peddles products abroad, 
says opportunities fo r ad men are 
lim ited  in  tha t area because “ the 
average European doesn’t  lik e  ad­
vertising, doesn’t  w ant to be both­
ered w ith  i t  in  p r in t media and 
certa in ly  doesn’t  welcome i t  in  
broadcasts.”

Our ‘Affluent* Elders —  The
Pittsburgh Press reports tha t 85 
per cent of a ll Americans 65 and 
over have annual incomes o f less 
than $2,000.

Thought for the Week
“ We pollu te our streams, we ru in  our landscapes, we develop our 

slums, we create huge centers o j ugliness a ll in  the name of techno­
logical and economic progress. The fact is that somehow we have 
managed to get on the side of people who k i l l  Buddhists and p u t col­
lege students in  ja il,  and tha t we must now ju s tify  signing a test-ban 
treaty, not on the grounds tha t i t  w il l  save m ankind . . . but on the 
grounds tha t i t  w i l l  keep us ahead of the Russians in  nuclear weapons 
because we are a w h iz at testing underground.”  —  Dr. H aro ld  Taylor, 
addressing the annual meeting o f the Am erican C iv il L iberties Union 
in  San Francisco.

SPECIAL 50c INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for only 50c

Name

Street Zone

C ity . State

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U nivers ity  Place, 
N ew  Y ork  3, N . Y .

It Was Reported In the Press
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THE HARLEM WAY OF LIFE

B IA S  V IC T IM S . Horace and Sara Baker in front of their home 
in  previously a ll-w h ite  section of Folcroft, Pa. They have suffered 
strain of persistent harassment by bigots.

Racist Harassment Drives 
Negro Victim to Breakdown

By Constance Weissman
Horace Baker, a 25-year-old Ne­

gro, signed him self in to  a mental 
hospital on Nov. 23. According to 
c iv il-righ ts groups in Philadelphia, 
his illness is the result o f the 
“ continuing conspiracy of harass­
m ent and te rro rism  that has 
plagued”  him  and his w ife, Sara, 
ever since they moved into Del- 
m ar Village, a w hite  section of 
nearby Fo lcro ft last Aug. 30. The 
Bakers have a three-year-old 
child.

Baker, an electronics technician, 
was discovered w a lk ing  aimlessly 
along the road near a tra ff ic  c ir­
cle by a Philadelphia policeman, 
who took him to the station house 
and then to a mental clin ic. Re-

Rat-Ridden Slums Spark Rent Strike

MRS. M AE M ALLO RY, one of the 
victims of the framed-up “kidnap” 
case in Monroe, N.C., has 30 more 
days to fight against extradition 
from Ohio. The U.S. Supreme 
Court on Dec. 2 refused for the 
second time to hear her argu­
ments that she could not get a 
fa ir trial in Monroe and would be 
put in physical jeopardy if sent 
there. Immediately after the high 
court’s refusal, Ohio Gov. Rhodes 
said the extradition order against 
her would be carried out. Next 
day her attorney won a 30-day 
stay for a third appeal to the high 
court. I f  it is refused and the Ohio 
governor remains adamant, Mrs. 
Mallory and three young men de­
fendants must be prepared for 
trial in Monroe in February.

leased in care of his w ife, w ith  a 
recommendation- tha t he be hospi­
talized, Baker drove to Haver- 
ford  State Hospital and signed 
him self in.

When the Bakers moved into 
the ir newly-bought home last Aug. 
29, they did not foresee any prob­
lem although i t  was a lily -w h ite  
housing development. “ 1 fe lt we’d 
be ignored a long tim e bu t I  d idn ’t 
feel there would be any great 
physical problem,”  Baker said. But 
no sooner did the young couple 
arrive  at the ir new home than a 
mob appeared, and in the tw o days 
of rio tin g  that followed, a ll the 
glass in the house was smashed, 
the plum bing and u tilit ie s  ripped 
out and cars of people who came 
to the ir aid were wrecked. Report­
ers were attacked by the mob.

O rder was fin a lly  restored by 
the state police after $2,000 w orth  
of damage had been done. Stephen 
Coxe, executive d irector of the 
Philadelphia Branch of the A m eri­
can C iv il Liberties Union, said 
that from  the beginning state 
police protection had “ been in ­
adequate to prevent lawlessness, 
and the state authorities have re­
fused to arrest the crim inals, and 
they have failed to take an obvious 
step of seeking an in junction 
against fu rth e r threats and in ­
tim idation.”

Harassment of the Bakers con­
tinued. On Oct. 27, Baker was 
cleaning his car of red paint, 
splattered on i t  by vandals, when 
the Fo lc ro ft police gave him  a 
tra ff ic  ticke t fo r parking too fa r 
from  the curb. O ther incidents 
w hich b u ilt up the strain were the 
jeers and curses of neighbors and 
having the guts of a snake 
stretched across the steps to his 
house.

The blow tha t fin a lly  broke 
Baker was a summons on Nov. 16 
fo r v io la ting  a borough ordinance 
by calling in a Philadelphia p lum ­
ber a fte r local plumbers refused 
to repa ir a w ater heater damaged 
in  the Aug. 30 rio ting . “ I t  seemed 
that th is summons convinced him 
that the local government, as w ell 
as ind iv idua l hate-mongers, was 
against h im ,”  a friend  of Baker’s 
to ld the Philadelphia Tribune.

The ACLU, w hich was to rep­
resent Baker at the hearing on the 
“ v io la tion ,”  charged that the 
p lum bing inspector who filed  the 
com plaint is a leader of a local 
anti-desegregation group.

By Robert Vernon
NEW YO R K —  On H arlem ’s 

West 118th Street, a tenant in  a 
th ird -floo r apartment has to use 
an um bre lla  to go to the to ile t, be­
cause o f the way her to ile t f ix ­
tures leak. This condition has 
existed fo r months w ith  the land­
lo rd  and c ity  deaf to a ll com­
plaints.

In  the depth of w in te r, whole 
tenement buildings, packed to 
over-capacity, are w ithou t steam 
or hot w ater fo r months on end — 
even though the “ la w ”  requires 
the landlord to fu rn ish  heat from  
October through A p ril.

Broken .steps, missing doors, 
w indow  panes not replaced, gar­
bage p iled up and sp illing  under­
neath stairways, no pa in t jobs fo r 
years —  tha t’s H arlem ’s Way of 
L ife .

A nd w hy even ta lk  about the 
roaches and rats? A  H arlem  pa­
per reported fou r years ago: “ large 
rats jum p ing  in  and out of w in ­
dows . . . L iv in g  w ith  rats has be­
come a way of life  in H arlem .”  
As many as a hundred ra t bites a 
day often are reported. Some of 
the rats are so large tha t dogs 
and cats are afra id  to go near 
them. Half-hearted attempts at ex­
term ination, using the cheapest 
chemicals the landlord can find , 
cannot possibly compensate fo r the 
effects of disrepair and neglect —  
holes in  the walls and structures, 
stacking and profusion of garbage 
and rat-infested tenements a ll the 
way down the block.

Harlem’s Anger
This is pa rt of the background 

to H arlem ’s anger and to the na­
ture  of the b lack revo lt in  the 
ghetto. No c iv il-righ ts  b i l l  or 
“ progress”  in  desegregation can a l­
leviate this situation. No vis its to 
the W hite House by Negro “ lead­
ers”  can even make a dent here.

H arlem ’s answer is now taking 
shape, in  part, in  the fo rm  of 
rent strikes. The Com m unity Coun­
c il on Housing, 6 East 117th St., 
is a neighborhood organization 
formed by the people in  the ghetto 
to fig h t the ir figh t, d irect it, 
organize it, inspire it,  lead it, as 
only they can. I t  is not an associa­
tion of do-good w h ite  libera ls or 
Negro middle-class smoothies, bu t 
a businesslike, serious, figh ting  
organization formed by the slum 
tenants —  the n itty -g ritty  people 
of the black ghetto —  to de liver 
the ir own punch where, when, 
and how they know i t  w il l  count.

Jesse Gray, d irector of the CCH, 
is a man of some experience in 
figh ting  slumlords. Four years ago, 
the Low er H arlem  Tenants Coun­
c il which he organized and led, 
brought out 50 build ings on rent 
strike, won some repairs and rent

New York Rent Strike Spreads
N E W  Y O R K  —  The H arlem  Com m unity Council on Hous­

ing, which is conducting a rent strike already involving some 
750 fam ilies in 60 H arlem  tenements, has called a mass ra lly  
at M ilb an k  Center, 14-32 W . 118th St., Sunday, Dec. 15.

Jesse G ray, the Council’s director, says the ra lly  is “ to let 
the landlords know that the rent strike w ill go on until our 
demands are m et.” Demands include “heat and hot w a te r” and 
“painting and repairs.”

Sunday’s ra lly  is expected to draw  support of groups key 
to spreading the strike fu rther. Seven prom inent H arlem  m in ­
isters and a num ber of city politicians are scheduled to speak.

The rent strike spread to Brooklyn when eleven tenants 
at 104, 106, 110 and 112 Rochester Ave. demanded improved  
conditions. Isiah Brunson, a CORE spokesman for the B rook­
lyn  action, said: “Conditions are a danger to the lives of the 
tenants and something must be done.”

slashes, and forced some slumlords 
in to  bankruptcy.

A t th is time, the num ber of 
build ings brought in to  the CCH 
rent s trike  has already reached 
tha t number, w ith  about 600 fam ­
ilies involved. And the rent strike 
is s till a baby. Most of the b u ild ­
ings affected are in  a narrow  
area from  114 to 118 Streets, but 
the ir conditions are common to 
many more square miles through­
out Harlem.

On Oct. 28, Jesse G ray organ­
ized a picket line of several hund­
red people who pounded the pave­
ment outside c ity  ha ll in  a d riv ing  
ra in  to a ir the ir grievances. Since 
then, CCH p icket lines have been 
held outside the landlords-tenants 
court.

Jesse Gray and the tenants are 
w e ll aware tha t “ judges, who are 
landlords themselves,”  cannot be 
relied upon to carry out existing 
laws. Steam boilers are supposed 
to be inspected and ready fo r 
operation by Sept. 1 of every year, 
and steam is due by law  whenever 
the temperature dips below 55 de­
grees. B u t “ landlords w il l  freeze 
tenants from  w in te r to w in te r,”  
g iv ing  no steam heat and no hot 
w ater and, at most, face a $25 
fine  or a “ case dismissed”  —  i f  
any action is taken against them 
at all.

“ We are calling fo r s t if f  ja i l  sen­
tences and heavy fines fo r land­
lords who disobey the law ,”  states 
Gray. “ The rent s trike  is our last 
resort . . . the c ity  agencies are 
doing nothing.”  Every once in  a 
w h ile  a c ity  agency w il l  send 
someone up to H arlem  to “ inspect”  
the situation and to examine the 
tenants, “ to see i f  we are s till 
black.”

The Rent Commission grants 
slum lords concessions to evict 
tenants who are “ nuisances,”  i.e., 
tenants who protest too much or 
at a ll. In  addition, slum lords are 
themselves on the w arpath to end

Rights Group Wins Court Injunction 
Against Racist Louisiana Authorities

NEW ORLEANS, La. —  A  fed­
eral judge issued a restraining 
order Nov. 20 p roh ib iting  any 
prosecutive action by Louisiana 
o ffic ia ls against ind iv iduals arrest­
ed in  connection w ith  the Oct. 
4 raids on the Southern Confer­
ence Educational Fund, a south- 
w ide in te rrac ia l organization pro­
m oting integration.

Last week, the Orleans Parish 
grand ju ry  was ordered to con­
duct an investigation of SCEF 
by C rim ina l D is tric t Judge M al­
colm V. O’Hara. The grand ju ry  
subpoenaed SCEF records confis­
cated during the Oct. 4 raids.

The restra in ing order requested 
by the Fund’s executive director, 
James A. Dombrowski, is directed 
to State Representative James A. 
P fister, chairman of the Jo in t Leg­
is la tive Committee on U n-Am eri­
can A ctiv ities ; M a jo r Russell W il­
lie  of the state police; A ttorney

General Jack P. F. G rem illion ; 
Thomas D. Burbank, head of the 
state police; Governor J im m ie H. 
Davis and New Orleans D is tric t 
A ttorney, J im  Garrison. The of­
fic ia ls are restrained “ from  in  any 
way taking any prosecutive action 
against the p la in tiffs ”  under pro­
visions of the Louisiana law  “ or 
from  presenting evidence to the 
Orleans Parish Grand Ju ry  fo r 
the purpose o f showing a v io la ­
tion ”  of the statute under attack.

Benjam in E. Smith, treasurer 
of SCEF, and his law  partner 
Bruce W altzer, both arrested 

. along w ith  Dombrowski on Oct. 
4, asked and were granted the 
r ig h t to intervene in the suit, and 
thus are protected by the tempor­
ary order.

Judge Wisdom granted the or­
der pending a la te r hearing by 
the entire three-judge court in  
New Orleans.

rent contro l and land themselves 
some ju ic y  rent increases. They 
are stepping up th e ir pressure on 
the Wagner adm inistration, w hich 
is landlord-ridden and responsive 
to such pressure, fo r special in ­
creases to meet “ h igher operat­
ing costs.”

Rents in  some of these buildings 
are as high o r  h ig h e r  than in  
“ better”  parts o f the c ity. B u t even 
a “ low ”  $50 ren ta l is s t if f  when 
there is no land lord servicing the 
tenement, and where the absence 
of steam, hot water, pa in t, and 
repairs w il l  mean sickness and 
high doctor b ills , h igh gas and 
electric b ills  resulting from  make­
sh ift attempts on the pa rt o f the 
tenants to provide some heat fo r 
themselves, and severe fire  haz­
ards from  the pile-up of refuse 
and papers, and from  the pro­
life ra tion  o f kerosene stoves in  
unheated apartments.

The morale of the tenants on 
s trike is high, fo r th is is the ir own 
fight, fought the way they under­
stand it,  a f ig h t in  w hich they 
partic ipate active ly and conscious­
ly. Tenants who w ant to jo in  in  
the C om m unity Council on Hous­
ing ren t s trike  f irs t have to or­
ganize the ir own build ings and 
take the ir share o f responsib ility 
in  creating a solid fro n t o f the ir 
neighbors.

Puerto Ricans Active
A lth o u g h  Puerto Ricans are in 

general unresponsive to calls fo r 
so lidarity  on the “ c iv il-righ ts ”  
fron t, Puerto Ricans are active in  
proportion to the ir numbers among 
the tenants. This is because “ peo­
ple unite in  struggle, not in ta lk ,”  
in  G ray’s opinion.

The Com m unity Council on 
Housing does not l im it  its  sights 
to renta l and housing problems, 
but encourages tenants to take 
stock of the broader issues facing 
black people, such as po litica l ac­
tion, w elfare  problems, unemploy­
ment and automation. B u t the 
m ain emphasis remains where it  
belongs here —  on that steam and 
hot water, and on those weekly 
rent payments. (M any slumlords 
exact the ir ren t payments by the 
week, to make doubly sure i t  gets 
in to the ir pockets.)

Negro and libe ra l w h ite  c iv il- 
rights “ leaders”  are now try ing  
to use the p re text of the Dallas 
assassination to slow down the 
b lack revo lt w ith  30-day, or even 
a six-month, m oratorium  on strug­
gles and public protests. B u t H ar­
lem w il l  be buying none o f that.

“ Man, the rats haven’t  declared 
any m oratorium  on b itin g  ch il­
dren,”  is the response of one 
protesting H arlem ite. “ This week 
a fa m ily  downstairs from  me, they 
had one k id  b itten  by a ra t —  
le ft a gash about so big in  his 
side.”  Another H arlem ite ’s attitude 
is: “ Baby, w hat w ould I look 
like  cry ing over a w h ite  man? 
There’l l  be no days like  that. A ny 
cry ing  *1 got to do, I  can save m y 
tears fo r black folks. D id  anybody 
see W hitey cry ing  over L u ­
mumba?”




