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HANDWRITING ON LANDLORDS' WALL?

Five Ga. Rights Fighters 
Convicted of "Perjury"

FA C E  J A IL . Leaders of the A lbany Movem ent, from  le ft to right: 
Slater K ing, acting president of movement and recent candidate 
fo r m ayor; Rev. Sammie B. Wells, chairm an of voter registration  
drive; Thomas Chatmon, chairm an of voter-education committee 
and recent candidate fo r city commission; Robert Thomas, com
m unity  leader and strong supporter of movement; Mrs. Elza 
(G o ld ie ) Jackson, recording secretary and movement’s only fu ll
tim e employe.

F ive of s ix c iv il-righ ts workers 
under federal ind ictm ent fo r “ per
ju ry ”  in  A lbany, Georgia, have 
been found g u ilty  by a ll-w hite 
ju ries  and w il l  be sentenced in 
Macon, Ga., two days before 
Christmas.

The tr ia l o f a s ix th  defendant, 
Mrs. Elza Jackson, secretary of the 
A lbany Movement, is scheduled 
fo r mid-January. The fo llow ing  is 
a background report on the case 
from  the National Committee fo r 
the A lbany Defendants, P.O. Box 
922, A lbany, Ga., Hosea W illiam s, 
co-chairman, and Gladys H ill,  cor
responding secretary.

A LB A N Y , Ga. —  “ Even the fed
eral government is a w hite  man,”  
said an e lderly  Negro lady upon 
hearing o f the ind ictm ent of Ne
groes involved in  the A lbany 
movement struggle fo r Freedom.

The A lbany Movement came 
in to  being in  1961 as a resu lt of 
repeated denials of redress fo r in 
adequacies and wrongs, and f i 
n a lly  because of the refusal to 
even consider petitions w hich had 
been presented to the c ity  com
mission from  as fa r back as 1957.

The aim  o f the organization is 
to to ta lly  desegregate a ll c ity  fa c il
ities and secure equal educational 
and economic opportunities fo r all. 
In  an attem pt to gain these ends, 
the A lbany Movement has peti
tioned, attempted to negotiate and 
protested.

In  protest demonstrations, thou
sands of local Negro citizens have 
been arrested over a period of two 
years and, as a result, hundreds 
o f cases o f police b ru ta lity  report
ed to the federal government.

A n  example o f such cases are: 
1) Mrs. S later K ing  of A lbany 
was beaten and kicked by police 
causing the death of her unborn 
child. 2) A lbany movement A tto r
ney C. B. K in g  had his head 
cracked open by Dougherty Coun
ty  S heriff D. C. Campbell. 3) Stu
dent Nonvio lent Coordinating 
Committee w orker W illiam  Han
sen’s ja w  was broken and several

ribs cracked. 4) W alter H arris was 
shot down in  cold blood in  the 
streets o f A lbany by police. There 
have been no indictments in  these 
and other cases w hich have been 
reported to federal authorities.

B u t there has been an ind ic t
ment against the leaders of the 
A lbany Movement. This is the 
background: There was a tr ia l of 
Ware vs. Johnson on A p r il 8, 1963 
invo lv ing  a Negro, C harlie Ware, 
who sued in  federal court charg
ing that Baker County S he riff L . 
W arren Johnson shot and beat 
him . On A p r i l  12, a federal ju ry  
found in  favor o f the sheriff. Carl 
Sm ith, a w h ite  grocer whose 
store received 99 per cent Negro 
patronage, was a ju ro r.

I t  is alleged in  the federal in 
dictm ent tha t at the Movement’s 
Monday n igh t meeting on A p r il 
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Harlem Rent Strike Gains
By Leroy McRae

NEW YORK, Dec. 18 —  A  ques
tion being put to New Yorkers by 
the Negro ghetto is: Who w il l  
succeed in taking over th is c ity
—  the rats or the ren t strikers?

From  B rook lyn ’s slum-ridden
Bedford-Stuyvesant d is tr ic t to 
M anhattan’s overcrowded, under
repaired Harlem , Negro and Puer
to Rican tenants are declaring — 
“ No service, No Rent!”

Though New Y o rk ’s rent strike 
is in  its infancy, i t  has national 
im plications and has already 
evoked echoes from  other parts 
of the country.

In  Cleveland, fo r example, the 
Congress of Racial E qua lity  has 
begun a rent s trike  in  tha t c ity ’s 
Hough area. According to Ruth 
Turner, CORE’S local executive- 
secretary, improvements must be 
completed — not s im ply promised
—  before ren t money being held 
in  escrow by CORE is paid.

The Dec. 7 Carolina Times, 
w hich is published in  Durham 
and is one of the South’s leading 
Negro newspapers, declares in  an 
ed itoria l:

“ W hile  the present rebellion 
against merciless landlords is 
presently confined to the c ity  of 
New Y ork  there is every ind ica
tion  tha t i t  is certain to spread to 
other large Northern and Western

Jesse G ray

cities and eventually to rental 
areas in  Southern cities . . . Be
fore the rent s trike  spreads in to  
the South we w ould  advise a ll 
landlords in  th is area to begin 
now to pu t th e ir houses in  order. 
Once the fu ry  is aroused, against 
the type of houses fo r  w hich many 
of them are now being paid, i t  
w il l  be no easy task to calm it. To

More Suicides in Vietnam; 
Junta Extends Clamp-Down

By Steve Graham
DEC. 18 —  Two move suicides Buddhist monk

by fire  th is week b ring  to five  
the num ber of such self-immola- 
tions since the council o f generals 
took over in  South Vietnam. Un
like  seven such deaths last sum
mer, protesting Ngo D inh D iem ’s 
dictatorship, these suicides have 
received very l it t le  pub lic ity .

The State Departm ent strongly 
supports the new m ilita ry  regime 
in  South V ietnam  and U.S. o ff i
cials are anxious fo r i t  to  estab
lish its ru le  firm ly . They un
doubtedly are urg ing the U.S. 
press not to publicize such shock
ing ly  dram atic expressions of 
popular opposition to the new gov
ernment. The U.S. was forced to 
abandon its support of the Diem 
regime because a campaign of 
protest suicides discredited i t  so 
— and the same m ight happen 
w ith  th is regime.

So the U.S. press, in  the small 
items i t  devotes to them, purveys 
the fic tion  provided by Saigon of
fic ia ls tha t the current suicides 
have no po litica l m otivation. Thus, 
one man is said to have burned 
h im self to  death because “ his fa 
the r rejected h im ,”  another — a

supposedly did 
i t  as an “ oblation.”

I t  is h igh ly  significant, how
ever, tha t th is 22-year-old Bud
dhist monk immolated h im self in  
the c ity  o f B inh  D inh in  the cen
tra l coastal region. This region is 
where the demonstrations against 
Diem were largest and strongest. 
Even a fte r D iem was overthrown, 
the people of this region continued 
to demonstrate over the same 
grievances and w ith  increased 
demands. The fact tha t a new 
Buddhist im m olation occurs there 
would indicate the people see l i t 
tle  change from  D iem ’s policies.

Continuing protest suicides and 
popular demonstrations pointedly 
refute claims by U.S. o ffic ia ls  that 
democracy was brought to South 
V ietnam  w ith  the overthrow  of 
the ty ran t Diem. Many other facts 
reveal tha t the new government 
o f generals is no better than 
D iem ’s and enjoys no more pop
u la r support.

A  dispatch from  Saigon, by the 
New Y ork  H erald T ribune ’s P u lit
zer-Prize w inn ing  reporter Sanche 
de Gramont, states: “ Widespread 
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BEHIND THOSE SCARE HEADLINES

Why the Bolivian Miners Seized Hostages
B y Jay Garnett

B oliv ia , tha t landlocked country 
where “ the beggar sits upon a 
mountain of gold,”  has recently 
fil le d  the headlines about the 
k idnapping and f in a lly  the release 
of 17 hostages, inc lud ing fo u r U.S. 
citizens, by the tin  m iners of the 
Siglo X X  Mine.

Behind these events is a unique 
social and po litica l situation. In  
B o liv ia ’s 1952 Revolution the m in
ers’ m ilitias  seized contro l of the 
tin  mines and forced the ir nation
alization. S im ila rly  peasant m ili
tias began the de facto expulsion 
of the semi-feudal landowners and 
forced a land reform . Though the 
middle-class libera ls and nationa l
ists who took over the government 
after the revo lu tion had to go 
along w ith  these measures forced 
on them —  and even pretended 
to be in  favor of them —  they 
nevertheless refused to make any

real break w ith  the Bo liv ian  capi
talists and U.S. im perialism .

A fte r 300 years of slavery and 
m isery fo r the Indians, who com
prise 80 per cent of the popula
tion, and the exp lo ita tion of trem 
endous m inera l resources a ll 'Bo
liv ia  had to show fo r i t  was mass 
poverty, three m illiona ire  fam ilies 
and a small m iddle class.

Recent decisions by Washington 
to dump onto the w orld  m arket 
some of its “ surplus t in ”  stockpile 
aggravated the already bad situa
tion of B o liv ia ’s nationalized tin  
industry, w hich was already sell
ing t in  ore fo r less than produc
tion  costs. To q u a lify  fo r U.S. aid 
in modernizing the industry, Bo
liv ia  was to ld tha t i t  must add 
some $800 m illio n  of its  own funds. 
B u t the whole of the country ’s 
non-m ilita ry budget is only $40 
m illion .

The leaders of B o liv ia ’s ru lin g

party, the Revolutionary N ation
a list Movement (M N R ), sought 
loans from  the U.S. and West 
Germany to finance the so-called 
“ T riangu la r P lan,”  w hich the im 
peria lists recommended fo r mod
ernizing the mines and m aking 
them profitable. COM IBO L, the 
government agency runn ing  the 
mines, fired  thousands of m iners 
and demanded that those s ti l l  em
ployed bear the costs of “ rehab ili
ta tion ”  by surrendering some of 
the gains in  w ork ing  conditions, 
bonus pay, etc., they had made 
during and since the 1952 Revolu
tion.

The most recent struggle, which 
led to the holding of the fou r 
Americans as hostages, began 
w ith  a w ork  stoppage in the Siglo 
X X  Mine. In  re ta lia tion, C O M I
BO L suspended over 1,000 miners, 
expelled tw o local union leaders 
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be forewarned is to  be fore
armed.”

In  Harlem  the Com m unity 
Council on Housing has organized 
the people in  some 60 buildings. 
These tenants have comm itted 
themselves to w ithho ld ing  th e ir 
rent money. The ir object is to 
force c ity  agencies, such as the 
Build ings Departm ent —  w hich 
have adequate legal powers —  to 
clean up completely the unhealthy 
and dangerous housing conditions 
in  the c ity ’s ghettos.

Jesse Gray, d irector o f the Com
m un ity  Council, emphasizes tha t 
rent-strike demands are not p r im 
a r ily  concerned w ith  reductions of 
rent: “ Rent strikes have been de 
feated in  the past by slum lords 
reducing ren t w h ile  the strike  is 
going fu l l  steam, and then ra ising 
rents once the excitement dies 
down.”

Strike to Continue
M ark Brown, G ray’s assistant, 

says: “ Tenants are on strike  fo r 
a decent place to live , fo r  heat and 
hot water, and pa in ting  and re
pairs. And we intend to le t land
lords know  the rent s trike  w il l  
continue u n til these demands are 
met.”

A  recent leafle t o f the Commu
n ity  Council ca lling a rent-strike 
ra lly , stated: “ Le t the landlords 
know, we are n o t going to pay 
rents fo r rats to eat our children, 
no heat and no hot water, stopped- 
up toilets, leaking ceilings, o r any 
other v io la tion .”

The ra lly , held at M ilbank  Com
m un ity  Center on Dec. 15 was at
tended by some 200 people, m ostly 
women rent-strikers. They were 
addressed by strike  leaders and 
a number of po litica l and relig ious 
leaders who wished to indicate 
the ir so lida rity  w ith  the action.

Jessie G ray opened the meeting 
by stating, “ For years we have 
been given great promises to  cor
rect conditions. I  th in k  the tim e 
has come, as i t  has in  the South 
and elsewhere, to correct the 
problems ourselves.”

The Reverend O. D. Demsey, 
M in is te r of Park Avenue Baptist 
Church, explained how “ the peo
ple in  H arlem  pay higher rents fo r 
the poorest service anywhere in 
the state of New Y ork .”  Demsey, 
who has been active in  figh ting  
the narcotics racketeers, called 
H arlem  “ the dum ping ground fo r 
the narcotics racket in  th is coun
try .”  He blamed slum lords fo r  al
low ing racketeers access to apart
ments fo r peddling th e ir goods. He 
also said: “ I  charge these slum
lords w ith  murder, w ith  the m ug
gings tha t occur in  poorly l i t  h a ll
ways sim ply because landlords de
p rive  people of service.”

Assemblyman L loyd  Dickens 
to ld  how the Receivership Law , 
which he had helped sponsor in 
the state legislature, empowered 
c ity  o ffic ia ls  to collect rents from  
build ings w ith  vio lations and to 
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Falling Ceiling Almost 
Kills Mother, Child
M rs. D o ro th y  B rod ie , a 

young  N egro  m o th e r and 
he r th re e -m o n th -o ld  in fa n t, 
G ladys, w e re  b o th  a d m itte d  
to  a P h ila d e lp h ia  h o sp ita l 
Dec. 12 in  serious co n d itio n  
w ith  head, shou lde r and body 
bruises. A  ce ilin g , w eakened 
b y  le a ky  w a te r p ipes, in  he r 
a p a rtm e n t a t 1512 W . D ia 
m ond St., had crashed dow n  
on M rs. B ro d ie  as she was 
feed ing  he r baby. A  ne ighbor, 
h ea ring  th e ir  cries, had 
p u lle d  them  o u t fro m  un d e r 
the  fa lle n  p la s te r and lu m b e r. 
He said M rs. B ro d ie  to ld  h im  
before  the  am bulance a rr iv e d  
th a t she had been “ begg ing”  
the  la n d lo rd  fo r  m onths to  
“ re p a ir the  c e ilin g ”  b u t th a t 
he had ju s t igno red  her.
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Two Different Ways of Life

The SNCC and the AFL-CIO Gatherings
B y  F re d  H a lstead

As a reporter fo r The M ilita n t 
I  was priv ileged to attend tw o im 
portan t gatherings recently which 
deserve to be compared. One was 
the F if th  Constitutional Conven
tion  of the AFL-CIO , held in  New 
Y o rk  C ity  in  mid-November. The 
other was the Fourth  Annual 
Conference o f the Student Non
v io len t Coordinating Committee, 
held tw o weeks la te r in  Wash
ington, D.C.

The most s tr ik ing  difference 
between the tw o gatherings was 
tha t common people —  union 
members or otherwise —  were no
where to be seen at the AFL-CIO 
confab, w h ile  at the SNCC meet
ing  they were present in  s ign ifi
cant numbers and played the key 
ro le  in  the conference.

Indeed, to look at the AFL-CIO 
delegates, you w ou ldn ’t  know  they 
had anyth ing to do w ith  labor at 
a ll. Except fo r  the ir convention 
badges, they were ind istingu ish
able from  the well-heeled business
men attending other meetings in 
the same hotel. The laundry  and 
cleaning b ills  fo r the crisp w h ite  
shirts and fine  suits worn at the 
AFL-C IO  convention w ould prob
ably have paid the costs of the en
tire  SNCC conference.

SNCC leaders wore blue jeans 
and denim  jackets, p a rtly  as a 
demonstration o f so lida rity  w ith  
the Negroes of the ru ra l South, 
b u t p a rtly  also because i t  is cheap
er tha t way.

Some of the AFL-CIO  delegates 
lunched in  the hote l’s lounge, 
where a single meal and a cock
ta i l  cost about $8. E igh t dollars 
is the sum charged at the SNCC 
conference fo r  meals at the How
ard U n ive rs ity  cafeteria, and lodg
ing  at fr ie n d ly  homes fo r the en
tire  three-day a ffa ir.

The AFL-C IO  delegates roughed 
i t  through the convention on ex
pense allowances ranging upward 
from  $25 per day, plus the ir reg
u la r more-than-ample salaries. The 
standard SNCC fie ld  w orke r’s ex
pense allowance is $10 per week, 
and no salary.

In  spite of this, there was no 
starvation evident at the SNCC 
conference. The SNCC workers

(Continued from  Page 1)
15, D r. W. G. Anderson, president 
o f the A lbany Movement, men
tioned C arl Sm ith in the course of 
his remarks.

Saturday, A p r i l  20, some high- 
school students set up a picket 
line  at the Sm ith store. They 
demanded tha t Sm ith upgrade Ne
gro employes to responsible posi
tions, such as cashiers, instead of 
confin ing them to m enial jobs. 
S im ila r campaigns had been start
ed against employers throughout 
A lbany during the previous 18 
months.

No p icket sign made reference 
to S m ith ’s service on the ju ry . 
The line  lasted about an hour, du r
ing  w h ich  tim e several pickets 
were arrested, e ffective ly  break
ing  the picket line. The line  was 
never renewed.

Monday, A p r il 22, Sm ith began 
to move out of the store, contend
ing  tha t he had been driven out 
o f business by the boycott. His 
attorney, B. C. Gardner, member 
o f the legal f irm  o f Sm ith, Gard
ner, K e lly  and Wiggins, requested 
immediate government investiga
tion. The U.S. Departm ent of. Jus
tice conducted the most vigorous 
prosecution e ffo rt yet seen in  the 
h is to ry o f the c iv il-righ ts  move
ment.

On August 9, the A lbany Move
ment leaders were indicated. Nine 
altogether were charged. Ander
son, L u the r Woodall and Robert 
C olbert were charged w ith  con
spiracy to in ju re  a ju ro r  fo r as
sent to a verd ic t in  a federal case.

S ix  others were charged w ith  
p e rju ry  in  connection w ith  the 
case. They are S later K ing , Goldie

SNCC Chairm an John Lewis

re ly  on the hosp ita lity  of the peo
ple they organize. And they get 
by, though sometimes they have 
to take tim e out from  voter-reg- 
istra tion w ork  to p ick vegetables 
or chop cotton fo r a l it t le  extra 
money. As fo r the AFL-C IO  del
egates, i t  has been a long, long 
tim e since any num ber of them 
broke bread or slept on the couch 
in  an ord inary  w orke r’s home.

Some m igh t say tha t I  have 
chosen superfic ia l and un im por
tan t differences to dw e ll upon. 
B u t I  don’t  th in k  so. These d if
ferences in  the personal w ay of 
l ife  of the trade-union bureau
crats and of the most m ilita n t 
c iv il-righ ts  leaders go a long way 
in  expla in ing th e ir differences in 
po licy regarding the course a 
labor-Negro alliance should fo llow .

In  his opening address to the 
New Y ork convention, AFL-CIO 
President George Meany enter
tained the delegates w ith  a sar
castic attack on the school of pro
labor intellectuals who have be
come c ritica l o f the labor move
ment fo r losing its sense of mis
sion.

M ockingly, Meany declared: 
“ To rea lly  shake up the compla
cency o f our officers and mem
bers, i t  w ould be w onderfu l i f

Jackson, Rev. Samuel Wells, 
Thomas Chatmon, Robert Thomas, 
and Joni Rabinowitz, a summer 
fie ld  w orker fo r SNCC.

S later K in g  is now acting presi
dent of the A lbany Movement and 
was a recent candidate fo r  mayor 
o f A lbany. Mrs. Jackson is record
ing secretary and the on ly fu l l 
tim e employe of the Movement. 
Rev. W ells is one of the most 
active voter-registration workers 
and led a protest march last Ju ly. 
Chatmon works in  voter-registra
tion  and was a recent candidate 
fo r c ity  commissioner.

Commenting on the indictments, 
the noted c iv il-righ ts  attorney W il
liam  M . K unstle r of New Y ork  
said i t  appeared to be “ a bone 
th row n to segregationists”  by the 
federal adm inistration. “ I  am 
a fra id  they are looking tow ard the 
1964 elections,”  said Kunstler. 
“ This is a sin ister and dangerous 
trend.”

The conviction o f the A lbany 
Movement leaders and Miss Ra
b inow itz  came as no surprise. In  
advance of the tr ia ls  is was fe lt 
by  many tha t a Southern ju ry  
w ould not render a fa ir  and im 
p a rtia l verd ict. I t  fu rth e r seems to 
sustain the allegation by many 
A lbany citizens tha t there has been 
and is now a systematic attem pt 
to exclude Negroes from  ju ry  duty. 
O ut o f 90 ju ro rs  impaneled fo r 
hearing o f cases, there were only 
three Negroes —  and a ll o f these 
were stricken by U.S. attorneys.

O f the e ight defendants who 
have been tr ied  so far, a ll have 
been convicted except D r. Ander
son, whose tr ia l ended in  a hung 
ju ry .

we could fin d  some way to get 
back to tha t great golden age 
of the 1930s, back to the sitdown 
strikes, the soup lines, the apple 
stands, the eviction notices, the 
country poorhouses, 40-cents-an- 
hour wage, and a ll the other happy 
features o f those w onderfu l 
years.”

“ I  regret very much,”  Meany 
said, re fe rring  to these critics, 
“ tha t I know of no way to recap
ture  fo r our old friends the ro 
mance and excitement and adven
ture of those good old days, bu t 
life  being w hat i t  is, we w il l  jus t 
have to grin  and bear the tria ls  
and tribu la tions and tortures of 
success.”

The well-paid, well-housed, job- 
secure, self-satisfied audience of 
union o ffic ia ls  roared w ith  laugh
te r at this. B u t frank ly , being one 
of several hundred thousand peo
ple who live  in a New Y ork  slum 
where housing conditions are 
worse than they were in  the 1930s, 
I  d idn ’t th ink  i t  was funny.

I  don’t  th in k  the Appalachian 
m iners who have lost the ir jobs 
w ould th in k  so either. N or w ould 
the Negro and Puerto Rican gar
ment workers who get m in im um  
wages and whose dues money 
keeps some of those labor “ lead
ers”  in  the audience so well-fixed. 
N or w ould the several m illio n  agri
cu ltu ra l workers in  th is country. 
I  know the Negroes in the South
—  where the young SNCC w ork
ers face danger every day —  
w ouldn ’t get the joke.

Movement W ith  Mission
A ll  these people, and many m il

lions more in  th is  country, s ti l l  
have need of a labor movement 
w ith  a mission, and w ith  a lead
ership tha t w il l  fig h t the power 
structure instead of jo in ing  it.

One of the self-satisfied bureau
crats who laughed w ith  Meany 
tha t day — Jack Conway, execu
tive  d irector of the Industria l 
Union Departm ent and a crony of 
UAW  President W alter Reuther —  
la te r showed up a t the SNCC con
ference to make a speech.

He warned the young veterans 
o f Southern ja ils  there assembled 
tha t they shouldn’t  get “ cross- 
ways”  w ith  society. He advised 
them to learn from  the AFL-CIO 
leaders, like  himself, who had 
found a place fo r themselves as 
“ leaders”  doing “ useful th ings”  
w ith in  the existing power struc
ture. H is recommended solution to 
the c iv il-righ ts  crisis was a labor- 
Negro alliance which w ould get 
behind the Democrats and Presi
dent Johnson in  the 1964 elec
tions.

For Conway, as fo r Meany, the 
present leadership of the labor 
movement is a great “ success.”  
From  the po in t o f v iew  of the 
privileges and fla tte ry  accruing to 
the union offic ia ls, I  suppose i t  is. 
B u t Conway’s speech was not w e ll 
received at the SNCC conference. 
I  may be wrong, bu t I  don’t  th in k  
those young, battle-tested, c iv il- 
rights leaders are going to take 
Conway’s advice to sell the ir rev
o lu tionary b ir th r ig h t fo r a mess 
o f personal p riv ilege or to secure 
fo r Conway, Meany, and the ir i lk  
the overwhelm ing honor of being 
occasionally inv ited  to tea at the 
W hite  House.

George M eany

A  mass march by 2,000 D etro it 
school teachers, on Dec. 10, result
ed in  a partia l v ic to ry  when a 
meeting o f the D e tro it School 
Board agreed to listen to the ir 
demands fo r a collective-bargain
ing election and new pay raises. 
Last May, the D e tro it Federation 
of Teachers (D FT) presented the 
Board w ith  a petition signed by 70 
per cent o f the c ty ’s 10,000 teach
ers requesting such an election. 
The ir request had gone unan
swered.

This tim e the m ilita n t teachers 
were not to be denied. Many of 
them crowded the anteroom to the 
Board hearing and loud ly demand
ed tha t D FT President M ary Ellen 
Riordan be given a hearing. She 
got the floor.

School Board President Leonard 
Kasle, who had earlie r threatened 
to deny the teachers a voice, in d i
cated the Board w ould sta ll on 
the collective-bargain ing election 
“ because i t  is a decision of such 
importance tha t discussion m ight 
go on fo r some tim e.”

Outside the meeting, a teachers’ 
ra lly  heard David Selden, director 
o f organization fo r the N. Y . Fed
eration o f Teachers, w hich recent
ly  won a new contract fo r New 
Y o rk  C ity  teachers. In  expla in ing 
how i t  was done, Selden said, “ We 
had to p icket and sometimes do a 
l it t le  more than picket.”

* * *
300 Bridgeworkers walked o ff 

the ir jobs on the Verrazano N ar
rows Bridge w hich w il l  connect 
B rooklyn to Staten Island, N. Y., 
early th is month. The ir w o rk  con
sists of helping to hoist in to  place 
400-ton sections of steel roadway 
w hich are fastened to the cables 
of what w il l  be the w o rld ’s long
est suspension bridge.

The members of Locals 40 and 
361 of the In te rnationa l Associa
tion of Bridge, S tructura l and O r
namental Ironw orkers were pro
testing the lack of rope safety nets

DETRO IT —  The many friends 
of Paul Dennie, veteran socialist, 
are m ourning his recent death at 
the age of 88 in  an arm y hospital 
in  Texas, where he was v is iting  
du ring  the cold weather.

Paul was bom  in  Toledo in  
1875 and ran away to Chicago at 
13, where he became a w orker in  
a candy factory and a member 
o f the K nights o f Labor. Thus 
started w hat became 75 years of 
m ilita n t a c tiv ity  in  the labor and 
rad ica l movements.

As a teen-ager he became a 
boxer, in  the days when boxing 
was illegal. He fought scores of 
bouts a ll over the country and 
abroad, inc lud ing  championship 
contests as a flyw e igh t.

He also was a m ig ra to ry  w ork
er, fo llow ing  the wheat harvests; 
a ta ilo r; an artists ’ model; a prob
ation o ffice r; a bar owner; a leath
er fin isher. He was a soldier in  
the Spanish-American W ar, serv
ing in  the arm y of occupation in 
Cuba, and la te r a marine in  the 
Philipp ines and China.

Paul belonged to several unions, 
and was proudest of his member
ship in  the Indus tria l W orkers of 
the W orld  (W obblies). He jo ined 
the Socialist P arty  in  the early 
days o f Debs, and ran fo r gov
ernor of Georgia on its ticke t 50 
years ago. He w ithd rew  from  the 
SP a fte r the expulsion of its  le ft 
w ing  in  1912. He knew Debs and 
B ig  B il l  Haywood and worked 
w ith  them.

He active ly defended the Wob
blies and other class-war v ictim s 
during  and a fte r W orld W ar I. He 
fought against the K u  K lu x  K lan

on the 230-foot-high structure, 
w hich has been under construc
tion  since 1959. D uring  this tim e 
three bridgeworkers have fa llen  to 
th e ir deaths.

A fte r five  days the Am erican 
Bridge D iv is ion  of the U nited 
States Steel Corporation, w h ich  is 
in  charge of construction, fin a lly  
y ielded to the unions’ demand and 
agreed to hang the safety nets.

*  *  *

A n analysis of the federal jo b - 
re tra in ing  program reveals tha t 
those who most need help — the 
unskilled jobless —  receive the 
least retra in ing. Instead, those 
chosen by the state employment 
agencies fo r re tra in ing  are mostly 
the better-educated jobless in  the 
p rim e w ork ing  ages.

The Labor Department, seeking 
to im prove the manpower act 
Under w hich the re tra in ing  pro
gram was set up, has suggested 
various amendments w hich w ould 
step up tra in ing  assistance to dis
advantaged groups. W hat these 
“ special tra in ing  projects”  are is 
not specified, bu t in  any case, the 
House Rules Committee has shown 
no signs o f acting on any o f the 
amendments.

*  *  *

Students were quick to catch 
onto the meaning o f a course in  
U.S. Labor h istory at a Red Bank, 
N. J., h igh school. H isto ry teacher 
T. H. P erry reported tha t 31 stu
dents organized United S lavew ork- 
ers Local 211 and presented h im  
w ith  seven demands fo r negotia
tion.

*  *  *

The f irs t successful attem pt to 
organize w h ite -co lla r workers in  
M ichigan’s Upper Peninsula has 
been reported by the U A W ’s Tech
nical, O ffice and Professional
Dept. (TO P). S ix ty -five  o ffice
workers, employed by H arnischfe- 
ger Corp., Escanaba, Mich., are 
now covered by a new union con
tract.

in  D e tro it in  the 1920s. He was 
involved in  ge ttting Clarence Dar- 
row  to defend D r. Sweet and his 
bro ther when they were indicted 
fo r k ill in g  a member of a w h ite  
mob tha t attacked the ir home in 
Detro it. He was a leader o f one 
of the early unemployed marches 
to Washington during  the b ig  de
pression.

D uring  the New Deal period, he 
"weakened and b lackslid”  fo r  a 
w h ile , as he put it, and supported 
lib e ra l Democrats. B u t in  1957 he 
applied fo r membership in  the So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  on the 
ground tha t i t  was the on ly  force 
he could see in  M ichigan tha t 
was continu ing  the trad itions of 
the IW W  and Debs Socialists.

In  1961, at the age o f 86, he 
active ly campaigned on the M i
chigan Socialist W orkers P arty  
ticke t fo r constitutional conven
tion  delegate, getting around 2% 
of the vote.

Paul d id not like  being called “ a 
w h ite  man,”  because of his pa rtia l 
Ind ian  ancestry, and iden tified  
h im self w ith  the Negro struggle 
a ll through his life . Because o f his 
m ilita ry  service in  Cuba and 
China, he was happy to live  long 
enough to see those countries 
emancipate themselves from  im 
perialism .

A lw ays on the side of the op
pressed and exploited, w ith  an in 
stinctive sympathy fo r every 
underdog, Paul Dennie represent
ed many of the best qualities of 
Am erican radicalism  during  its 
earlie r days and deserves to be 
remembered w ith  affection by a ll 
who fig h t fo r a better w orld .

 Georgia Rights Fighters
PauL Dennie, Pioneer SociaList 
And Unionist, is Dead at 88
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Labor Officialdom Can't Seem to Cope With Problem

Automation a Key Factor in Studebaker and Government Cutbacks
B y Tom  Leonard

Two m ajor lay-offs have jus t 
been scheduled which w il l  add over 
15,000 workers to the ranks of the 
unemployed in  Am erica ’s “ af
f lu e n t”  society. In  both cases the 
w orkers involved are the victim s 
o f improved technology, or auto
m ation.

One lay-o ff is the resu lt o f the 
Studebaker Corporation’s decision 
to close down its auto-producing 
p lants in  South Bend, Ind., and 
transfer th is operation to Canada. 
A t least 7,000 workers w il l  be 
th row n  out of w o rk  in  th is move.

M a jo r reasons fo r the transfer 
are outmoded p lan t and equip
m ent and lack of funds fo r ex
pensive tools and dies required fo r 
the yearly model change-overs. An 
example o f th is cost is the $300 
m illio n  spent by Ford in  remodel
ing fo r its 1964 line. In  addition, 
Studebaker hopes to exp lo it lower 
labo r costs in  Canada, where auto 
w orkers make 50 cents an hour 
less and get few er fringe benefits 
than U.S. workers.

“Frugality”
The other layo ff, w hich w il l  re 

s u lt in  over 8,000 Defense Depart
m ent employes losing th e ir jobs 
du ring  the next three years, came 
a fte r a call by  President Johnson 
fo r  “ fru g a lity ”  in  government 
spending.

S ign ifican tly  enough, advance 
in fo rm ation  given Washington cor
respondents about the Defense De
partm ent lay-offs was tha t 75,000 
jobs w ould be involved over an 
18-month tim e span. Protests from  
local politicos apparently per
suaded the Johnson adm inistra
tion  hastily  to revise th is  figure  
dow nward —  at least u n til a fte r 
the elections.

Most o f the la id -o ff defense 
w orkers are victim s of an e ff i
ciency campaign at m ilita ry  sup

p ly  depots. According to Defense 
Secretary McNamara, over 70,000 
workers have already been la id  
o ff in  th is campaign. He fu rth e r 
warned that in  the next 12 months, 
lay-offs could be expected at 12 
naval shipyards.

Despite the effic iency lay-offs, 
over $50 b illio n  w il l  s til l be spent 
on “ defense,”  w ith  main emphasis 
on rockets, nuclear devices, and 
other sophisticated weapons of 
slaughter. These require a h igh ly  
technical production process 
rooted in  automated p lan t equip
ment capable of holding tolerances 
as close as a m illio n th  o f an inch.

One reaction to both the Stude
baker and “ defense”  w ork  lay-offs 
was a request to the federal gov
ernment fo r aid. The mayor of 
Rome, N. Y., led a group o f civic 
leaders to Washington to meet 
w ith  a ir force o ffic ia ls in  an at
tem pt to foresta ll the lay-o ffs  in  
Rome. In  South Bend, the U AW  
is demanding help from  Washing
ton to aid the ex-employes of 
Studebaker.

A  New Y ork  Times report from  
Washington says “ the U.S. is pes
sim istic over South Bend.”  The 
Labor Departm ent expects unem
ploym ent in  tha t area to rise 
from  its present 2.5% to about 
10%.

Basic Shift
Both lay-offs are a reflection of 

a basic sh ift away from  manual 
labor tow ard the accelerated in 
troduction of labor-saving machin
ery —  tha t is, automation. F u rther 
a ffirm a tion  of th is  trend is con
tained in  a recent report by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
w hich states that the AFL-C IO  lost 
over a ha lf-m illion  members in  
m anufacturing industries during  
the two-year period, 1960-62. Many 
of these form er union members 
are now in  the ranks of more

than five  m illio n  chron ica lly un
employed who are among the 77 
m illion  Americans liv in g  in pov
erty  or deprivation.

This figure  was arrived at by 
economist Leon Keyserling, presi
dent of the Conference on Eco
nomic Progress, in  a pamphlet 
entitled Poverty and Deprivation  
in  the U.S. A n  average fam ily  
income of $6,000, he finds, is a 
“ moderate bu t adequate budget”  
in  today’s “ a ffluen t”  society. Ac
cordingly, he finds tha t 21% of 
Americans live  in  poverty and an
other 43% suffe r deprivation.

Rome Layoffs
W ith  fu l ly  tw o-fifths o f Am er

icans liv in g  below accepted stand
ards, i t  is not surprising tha t one 
of the reactions to  the Defense 
Departm ent lay-offs was fear of 
general economic stagnation. In  
Rome, N. Y., where some 4,000 
workers w il l  be la id  o ff in  an 
area already hard h it  by  unem
ployment, one resident commented, 
“ In  five  years th is w il l  be another 
Appalachia.”  He was re fe rring  to 
the economically depressed m in 
ing areas from  Pennsylvania to 
A labam a in  the Appalachian 
Mountains. In  th is connection i t  
should be noted tha t appeals fo r 
federal aid to the impoverished 
m iners have gone v ir tu a lly  un
answered.

The cynical disregard of the 
v ic tim s of an abused and mis
managed in troduction of automa
tion is exposed by the $4.4 b illio n  
public-works b il l  ju s t passed by 
Congress. O f this, only $33 m illio n
—  less than one per cent —  is 
to be used to “ ease unemployment 
in  depressed areas.”  Compare this 
p it i fu l sum to the more than $50 
b illio n  arms budget to appreciate 
how big business and its hired 
hands in  the Democratic and Re-

... Harlem Rent Strike Gaining Support
(Continued from  Page 1) 

use tha t ren t money fo r  repairs. 
He noted tha t so fa r only tw o 
o f the build ings h it  by the ren t 
strike  had been placed in  such re
ceivership by the c ity .

Fo llow ing a b rie f speech by 
Ramos Lopez, assemblyman from  
the d is tr ic t affected by the rent 
s trike, Chairm an Jesse Gray in 
troduced three of the strike  or
ganizers.

The firs t, Ted Golez, to ld the 
audience: “ We must give up some 
o f our tim e in  the evenings to help 
organize th is strike. I  understand 
the landlords are devoting more 
tim e to collecting ren t now tha t 
the strike  has begun.”

Want ‘the Man’
M ajo r W illiam s, s trike  co-ordin

a to r fo r the C om m unity Council 
on Housing, said: “ We are fin d 
ing  tha t every tim e a landlord 
gets h it  by a notice fo r  v io la 
tions, a d iffe ren t agent appears 
tha t we have to deal w ith . W ell, 
we’re through dealing w ith  agents 
o f the landlords. We’re going to 
hold our ren t money u n til we get 
‘the man.’ ”

Rudolph Jones, another rent 
strike  organizer, to ld of one wom
an, “ who inform ed her land lord 
he w ould get no ren t money u n til 
he fixed  up her apartment. When 
he said he w ould take care of her 
place, she asked w hat about her 
neighbor downstairs. The land lord 
to ld  her tha t was none o f her 
business.”  Jones emphasized to the 
tenants at the ra lly  that, “ We 
are our neighbor’s keeper. We’re 
not going to make any deals w ith  
the landlords about our place. We 
w ant the entire  bu ild ing  fixed  up.”

The ra lly  was enthusiastic when 
Rev. R ichard H ildebrand, presi
dent of the New Y ork  branch of 
the NAACP, pledged tha t organ
ization ’s support. “ People don’t  do 
r ig h t unless you make them do

rig h t,”  he said. “ This goes fo r 
landlords as w e ll as fo r po litic 
ians.”  H ildebrand also pledged 
the support of many H arlem  m in 
isters, adding, “ M inisters have to 
stop preaching so much about 
mansions in  heaven when we are 
liv in g  in  ra t holes in  H arlem .”

The Democratic P arty  was rep
resented at the ra lly  by Congress
man Adam Clayton Powell and 
H ulan Jack, d is tric t leader of the 
14th A.D. Jack advised the tenants 
to “ le t no legislator stand before 
you and say ‘I  am helpless.’ Le t 
no judge fa il to get behind the 
w il l  o f the people.”

Congressman Powell proposed 
“ a march on c ity  ha ll.”  He fu rth e r 
declared tha t “ 1963 was the year 
o f the B lack Revolution in  . the 
South. L e t’s make 1964 the year 
of the B lack Revolution in  the 
N orth .”

Union Aid
Joseph Overton, business agent 

o f local 338 of the Retail, Whole
sale and Chainstore Food Em
ployees Union and a representa
tive  o f the Negro Am erican Labor 
Council, in form ed the audience 
tha t “ the N ALC  N ational O ffice 
has decided i t  must p lay a p a rt in  
other areas than jobs. We under
stand tha t our members must sup
port a ll the economic struggles of 
our people, inc lud ing  th is rent 
strike.”

Chairman Jessie G ray to ld  the 
ra lly : “ The landlords are fig h t
ing  back by using Section 52 of 
the Rent and R ehabilita tion Law. 
This section allows landlords to 
toss out tenants they regard as 
‘nuisances.’ And who is a ‘nu i
sance tenant?’ W hy, i t ’s anyone 
who demands proper service . . . 
When you stand w ith  the power 
of the vote and your money, no
body can resist you, and therein 
lies the freedom you are looking 
for.

“We w ill tell Mayor Wagner we

w il l  boycott the Democratic Par
ty  u n til they decide to help us. 
We have to le t the Democratic ad
m in is tra tion  know  we w il l  not con
tinuously vote Democrat w h ile  
rats are in  our build ings . . . That 
doesn’t  mean we are in  love ^rith  
the Republican Party either. Even 
i f  we have to elect one of the 
rats who w il l  run against M ayor 
Wagner fo r vice-president, we 
don’t  have to s it i t  out.

New Year’s Resolution

“ C ity  H a ll had better get i t  
straight. We don’t  w ant marshals 
coming up to H arlem  to evict 
tenants. O ur New Year’s resolu
tion  w il l  be: ‘No Service, No Rent’! 
A nd le t’s serve notice to the chief 
justice of the c iv il courts tha t the 
judges not issue anymore dis
possesses. They shouldn’t  have the 
power to do this.

“ We are asking the churches to 
set up rent-strike committees. As 
a m atter o f fact, we hope a ll o r
ganizations in  H arlem  w il l  set up 
committees. We intend to set up a 
rent-strike co-ordinating committee 
w hich w il l  meet every Thursday, 
includ ing a ll organizations support
ing the ren t strike.

“ The C om m unity Council On 
Housing has three basic demands: 
1) C ut the ren t o f a ll build ings 
out on strike  to $1, as according 
to the Rent Control Law . 2) L e t 
the c ity  take over a ll bu ild ings on 
strike, under the Receivership 
Law . 3) We pledge ourselves to 
organizing 1,000 build ings on a 
rent strike.

“ A nd  out of th is meeting we 
may add a fou rth  demand. We 
raise the demand of boycotting 
the Democratic P arty  u n til they 
come across w ith  some support of 
the ren t strike. A nd we needn’t 
w orry . We expect 15,000 build ings 
eventually, and 15,000 of anything 
can’t  be stopped.”

publican parties plan Am erica’s 
fu tu re .

I f  the amounts spent on arma
ments and the cold w ar were used 
fo r a g iant public works program, 
w ith  the workers getting top un
ion wages and enjoying top condi
tions, the grow th of poverty and 
p riva tion  in  th is country would 
be stopped in  its tracks. The bu ild 
ing  of hospitals, schools, housing 
and other fac ilities fo r a decent 
life  and fo r enriching life  would 
give employment to those workers 
displaced by automation. Young 
people, who are graduating to job 
lessness, could be provided w ith  
w orth-while, w ell-paid jobs in  a 
fa r  hea lth ier society.

Despite George Meany’s remarks 
at the recent AFL-C IO  convention, 
automation need not be a curse. I t  
has become a curse because its

in troduction  and application have 
been le ft en tire ly  in  the hands of 
big business, w hich has never had 
a social conscience and w h ich  is 
m otivated solely by greed for 
profits. That b ig business has been 
allowed this free hand to automate 
regardless of the resu lting unem
ploym ent is due to the impotence 
of the labor movement under its 
present cow ardly leadership.

The solution lies in  the union 
movement producing a new lead
ership which, acting both on the 
economic and po litica l fronts, w il l  
control the in troduction  o f auto
mation, reduce the w o rk  week ac
cord ing ly —  w ith  no losses in  take 
home pay —  to absorb displaced 
workers, and w hich w il l  organize 
labor’s own party  independent of 
the big-business-owned Republican 
and Democratic parties.
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D O C U M E N TS  O N  T H E  N EG R O  S TR U G G LE . T ex ts  o f  d iscussions w ith  Leon  

T ro ts k y  and  S o c ia lis t W o rke rs  P a r ty  conve n tio n  reso lu tions . P aper, .65.
W E  S H A L L  O VER C O M E. Songs o f th e  S ou thern  freedom  m o vem e n t com 

p ile d  fo r  th e  S tu d e n t N o n v io le n t C o o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee  b y  G u y  and C andle 
C araw an. W ords and m usic . Paper, $1.95.

BO O K S B Y  L E O N  T R O T S K Y
L IT E R A T U R E  A N D  R E V O L U T IO N . Clot h , $2.98. P aper (Specia l p rice ) $1.
IN  D E FE N S E  O P M A R X IS M . C lassic expo s itio n  on th e  class n a tu re  o f t i le  

S ov ie t sta te and d ia le c tic a l m a te ria lism . W r itte n  in  1940. Paper, $2.50.
T H E  S T A L IN  SC HO O L O F F A L S IF IC A T IO N . P aper (Specia l p r ic e ) $2.50.
D IA R Y  IN  E X IL E . C lo th . $4.00.
M Y  L IF E . P aper $2.45.
T H E  T H IR D  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  A F T E R  L E N IN . C lo th , $4.00. P aper. $2.50.
R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N . Selected chap ters o f the  c lassic h is to ry  o f 1917. 

P aper, $1.45.
S T A L IN . A  b io g ra p h y . C lo th , $3.50. P aper. $2.25.
F IR S T  F IV E  Y E A R S  O F T H E  C O M M U N IS T  IN T E R N A T IO N A L . T ro ts k y ’s 

w r it in g s , speeches and re po rts  a t C om in te rn  m eetings. V o l. I :  C lo th . $3.50. V o l. I I :  
Paper, $3.00.

BO O K S B Y  JA M E S  P. C A N N O N
H IS T O R Y  O F A M E R IC A N  T R O T S K Y IS M . C lo th , $2.75. P aper, $2.00.
S TR U G G LE  FO R  A  P R O L E T A R IA N  P A R T Y . C om pan ion  w o rk  to  T ro ts k y 's  

In  Defense o f M a rx is m . C lo th . $2.75.
N O T E B O O K  O F A N  A G IT A T O R . V iv id ,  c o lo r fu l c o m p ila t io n  o f  a r tic le s  be 

g in n in g  in  days o f defense o f Sacco and V a n ze tti. C lo th , $4. P aper, $2.50.
T H E  F IR S T  T E N  Y E A R S  O F  A M E R IC A N  C O M M U N IS M . R e p o rt o f  a p a r

t ic ip a n t. C lo th . $6.00.

BO O K S A N D  P A M P H L E T S  O N  C U B A
SPEECHES B Y  F ID E L  C A S TR O :

N in th  A n n iv e rs a ry  o f J u ly  28 (J u ly  26, 1962) .25
H is to ry  W i l l  A b so lve  M e l (O c t 16, 1953) $1.00.
T o  th e  C h ild re n  (Sept. 14, 1960) .25.
On U ne m p lo ym e n t (Feb. 11, 1961) .25.
C uba ’s S o c ia lis t D e s tin y  (J u ly  26, 1961) .25.
U n ite d  N a tions  Speech (Sept. 26, 1960) .25.
On M a rx is m -L e n in is m  (Dec. 2, 1961) $1.00.
Second D ec la ra tio n  o f H avana (Feb. 4, 1962) .25.
T he  R e v o lu tio n  M u s t Be a School o f  U n fe tte re d  T h o u g h t (M a rch  13 1963) .15.
D enounces B u rea u cra cy  and S ecta rian ism  (M a rch  26, 1962) .35.
C uba ’s A g ra r ia n  R e fo rm  (A ug . 18. 1962) .25.
The  Road to  R e v o lu tio n  In  L a t in  A m e ric a  (J u ly  26, 1963) .50.
Speech to  th e  W om en (Jan. 15, 1963) .35.
To  th e  Rebel Y o u th  (M a rch  27, 1961) .10.

M A Y  D A Y  SPEECH A N D  EC O N O M IC  P L A N N IN G  b y  Che G uevara. M a y  
2, 1961. Paper, .50.

G U E R R IL L A  W A R F A R E  b y  Che G uevara. C lo th  $3.50 
C U B A  A N D  T H E  K E N N E D Y  P L A N  b y  Che G uevara. Paper, .15.
C U B A  W IL L  N O T  C A P IT U L A T E  b y  O svaldo D ortico s . Paper, .25.
T H E  TH E O R Y  O F T H E  C U B A N  R E V O L U T IO N  b y  Joseph Hansen. Paper, .25.
IN  D E FE N S E  O F T H E  C U B A N  R E V O L U T IO N  b y  Joseph Hansen. P a p er .25.
T R O T S K Y IS M  A N D  T H E  C U B A N  R E V O L U T IO N  b y  Joseph Hansen. Paper' .15. 
H O W  C U B A  U PR O O TED  R A C E  D IS C R IM IN A T IO N  b y  H a r ry  R ing . P aper 15 
T H E  S H A R K  A N D  T H E  S A R D IN E S  b y  Juan  Jose A re v a lo . C lo th , $495 
R E FLE C T IO N S  O N  T H E  C U B A N  R E V O L U T IO N  b y  P a u l B aran . P aper, .50. 
C U B A  A N A T O M Y  O F  A  R E V O L U T IO N  b y  H ub e rm a n  and  Sweezy. C l.. $3 50 

P aper, $1.75.
A R M S  A N D  P O L IT IC S  IN  L A T IN  A M E R IC A  b y  E. L i euw en. P aper, $1.85 
L IS T E N  Y A N K E E  b y  C. W r ig h t M ills . Paper, .50.
S A R TR E  O N  C U B A  by  Jean -P au l S a rtre . P aper .50.
A  V IS IT  TO  C U B A  b y  I .  F. Stone. Paper, .25.
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Local Directory

The Jean Daniel Interviews

A  Kennedy-Castro Dialogue

B O S TO N . B oston  L a b o r F o ru m , 295 
H u n tin g to n  A ve ., R oom  200.

C H IC A G O . S o c ia lis t W o rke rs  P a r ty  and 
bookstore . 302 S ou th  C ana l S t ,  R oom  210. 
W E  9-5044.

C L E V E L A N D . Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 
R oom  23, 5927 E u c lid  A ve ., C leve land  3, 
Ohio.

D E N V E R , M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m , T e le 
phone  825-2779.

D E T R O IT . Eugene V . Debs H a ll,  3737 
W oodw ard . T E m p le  1-6135.

LO S  A N G E LE S . S o c ia lis t W o rke rs  P a r
ty ,  1702 East F o u r th  St. A N  9-4953 o r 
W E  5-9238. Open 12 noon to  5 p .m . d a ily  
and  S a tu rday .

M IL W A U K E E . 150 E. Juneau  A ve .

M IN N E A P O L IS . S o c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
and  L a b o r  B ook  S tore, 704 H ennep in  
A v e ., H a l l  240. F E d e ra l 2-7781. Open 1 
to 5 p .m ., M o nd a y  th ro u g h  F r id a y , Sat
u rd a y , 11 a .m .-5 p.m .

N E W A R K . N e w a rk  L a b o r F o ru m , B ox 
361. N e w a rk , N ew  Jersey.

NEW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M i l i ta n t  Lab o r 
F o ru m , 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place. A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y . L a b o r B ook 
Shop and S o c ia lis t W o rke rs  P a rty , 583 
16th S t., O ak land  12, C a lif. T E  6-2077. 
I f  n o  answ er c a ll 261-5642.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . M i l i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  
and S o c ia lis t W o rke rs  P a rty , P .O . B ox 
8412, P h ila d e lp h ia  1, Pa.

S A N  FR A N C IS C O . M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o r
u m  m eets second and  fo u r th  F r id a y s  at 
P ion e e r B o o k  S tore, 1488 F u lto n  St. 
W E  1-9967.

ST. L O U IS . Phone M a in  1-2669. A sk  fo r  
D ic k  C la rke .

S A N  D IE G O . San D iego L a b o r Fo rum , 
P.O . B o x  1581, San D iego 12, C a lif. F o r 
la b o r and so c ia lis t books, S ign  o f the 
Sun Books, 4705 College A ve .

8 E A T T L E , 3815 5 th  N .E . L ib ra ry ,  b oo k  
store. Open 12 noon  to  5 p .m . Saturdays. 
Phone M E  2-7449.

B y  W ill ia m  B undy
An extrem ely interesting pa ir of 

in terviews — constitu ting an in 
d irect sounding out of views be
tween the late President Kennedy 
and Cuba’s P rem ier F ide l Castro
—  has been published in  the Dec. 
14 issue of the libe ra l magazine 
The New Republic.

The interviews were granted by 
President Kennedy on Oct. 24 and 
by Prem ier Castro on Nov. 20 to 
Jean Daniel, foreign ed itor o f the 
noted French weekly L 'Express. 
Kennedy inv ited  Daniel to see 
h im  again a fte r he had returned 
from  to Havana.

B u t the assassination of Ken
nedy cut short th is uno ffic ia l 
d ip lom atic probe, so Daniel has 
published the interviews. Their 
importance is indicated by the fact 
tha t the New York Times chose 
to p r in t them in  its Dec. 11 issue 
a fte r they appeared in  The New  
Republic. ( The New Republic ver
sion is more complete, however.)

Daniel reports tha t Kennedy 
to ld  h im  tha t he deeply regretted 
the U.S. role in  Cuba before and 
during  the tim e o f Batista and 
that he had approved of Castro’s 
overthrow  of tha t regime. “ The 
great aim  of the A lliance fo r Pro
gress,”  said Kennedy, “ is to re
verse this unfortunate policy.”

But, he continued, Castro has 
become a “ Soviet agent in  La tin  
Am erica”  and “ I am the President 
o f the United States and not a 
sociologist; I  am the President of a 
free nation which has certain re
sponsibilities in  the Free W orld .”  
Kennedy said of Castro: “ Through 
his fa u lt— either his ‘w il l to in 
dependence,’ his madness, or Com
munism —  the w orld  was on the 
verge of nuclear w ar in  October, 
1962 . . .  I  don’t  know  i f  he real
izes this, or even i f  he cares about 
i t  . . . You can te ll me whether he 
does when you come back.”

Daniel quotes Kennedy as say
ing: “ The United States now has 
the possib ility  o f doing as much 
good in  L a tin  Am erica as i t  has 
done w rong in  the past; I  would 
even say tha t we alone have this 
power —  on the essential condi
tion  tha t Communism does not 
take over there.”

Daniel inqu ired w hat the U.S. 
government expects to gain from  
the blockade of Cuba. Kennedy 
replied: “ A re  you suggesting that 
the po litica l effectiveness of the 
blockade is uncertain? . . . You 
w il l  see when you go to Cuba 
w hether i t  is o r not. In  any case 
we can’t  le t Communist subver
sion w in  in other La tin  American 
countries . . . The continuation of 
the blockade depends on the con
tinuation of subversive activ ities.”

That ended the Kennedy inter-

Congratulations are in  order fo r 
the members of our M ilita n t 
A rm y, our friends and supporters, 
who made possible the most suc
cessful three-month subscription 
campaign we have had in many 
years.

B y m aking an extraord inary ef
fo rt, our sub campaigners fu lfil le d  
the o rig ina l quota of 5,000 new 
subscribers one month in  advance 
o f the Dec. 15 deadline. The extra 
e ffo rt was pegged to the 35th an
n iversary celebration which fe ll on 
Nov. 15. A fte r reaching tha t goal 
there was the inevitable  let-down 
w ith  the pace-setters tapering off.

However, we received some 600 
additional subs fo llow ing  the 35th 
anniversary target date. Judging 
by the letters we have received 
from  a ll parts of the country we 
made many friends among new 
readers who express th e ir g ra ti
tude fo r having been introduced 
to our paper.

The in troductory subscription 
rate fo r new readers w il l  now be

Fidel Castro

view. Daniel comments: “ I could 
see p la in ly  that John Kennedy had 
doubts, and was seeking a way 
out.”

The Castro in te rv iew  took six 
hours. As quoted by Daniel, Cas
tro ’s discussion is an exceptionally 
astute attem pt to leave the door 
open fo r a re laxation o f tensions 
w ithou t sacrific ing Cuba’s sover
eignty or revo lu tionary principles. 
Throughout, Castro distinguishes 
between his role as a revo lu tion
ary and his ro le as a state of
fic ia l.

Castro said he thought Kennedy 
was sincere in  probing a possible 
relaxation of tensions because 
Kennedy “ is a realist: he is now 
registering tha t i t  is impossible to 
s im ply wave a wand and cause 
us, and the explosive situation in 
La tin  Am erica to disappear.”

Castro explained the missile 
crisis by saying the Cubans had 
positive in form ation tha t a U.S. 
invasion was being prepared. They 
became alarmed when they re
ceived a report from  the Soviets 
of a conversation between K hrush
chev’s son-in-law, A leksei Adzhu- 
bei, and Kennedy in  which, ac
cording to Castro: “ Kennedy re
minded the Russians tha t the U n it
ed States had not intervened in  
Hungary, w h ich was obviously a 
way of demanding Russian non
in te rvention  in  the event of a pos
sible invasion.”  (Castro’s em
phasis.)

The Cubans, said Castro, there
upon asked the Russians to “ do 
whatever is needed to convince

$1 fo r fo u r months. Keep the subs 
ro llin g  in!

M ilita n t Scoreboard Dec. 15, 1963
Quota Total

Chicago 1,500 1,562
New Y ork 1,000 1,077
D etro it 650 686
Newark 150 360
T w in  Cities 300 304
Boston 250 273
Los Angeles 500 155
Oakland /  Berkeley 225 148
Philadelphia 150 147
San Diego 100 138
Madison 100 129
M ilwaukee 150 116
Seattle 100 110
Cleveland 100 109
Denver 150 86
San Francisco 250 46
Connecticut 75 44
A nn A rb o r 50 40
Baltim ore 50 23
St. Louis 15 5
General 154

Total 5,865 5,712

the United States tha t any attack 
on Cuba is the same as an attack 
on the Soviet Union.”  Daniel said 
Castro told h im  the idea o f in 
sta lling missiles as the w ay to 
foresta ll the invasion originated 
w ith  the Russians. (This po in t is 
re iterated and emphasized by 
Daniel in  a c la rify in g  note in  the 
Dec. 21 New R epublic).

Castro said that “ in  a way,”  the 
A lliance fo r Progress, “ was a good 
idea, i t  marked progress o f a sort.”  
But, he added, Kennedy’s idea of 
social progress in  La tin  Am erica 
on a libe ra l capita lis t basis w on’t 
y ie ld  results because i t  is being 
sabotaged by the L a tin  American 
oligarchies, the trusts, and the 
Pentagon. I t  is this refusal of the 
outmoded forces to change which 
is causing the revo lu tionary ex
plosions in  La tin  Am erica and not 
Cuban subversion.

Daniel asked Castro how he 
thought the crisis w ould end, 
since, whether i t  is a U.S. a lib i 
or not, “ i t  s t i l l  remains true tha t 
you have chosen Communism,”  
and upset the in ternationa l bal
ance in  a w orld  “ where peace de
pends on m utual respect fo r a ta
c it d ivision o f zones of influence.”

Castro replied: “ I  refuse to
dwell on this point, because ask
ing me to say tha t I  am not a 
pawn on the Soviet chessboard is 
something like  asking a woman to 
shout aloud in  the public square 
tha t she is not a p rostitu te .”

I t  is true, said Castro, tha t i f  
the U.S. government views the 
problem only in  tha t ligh t, there 
is no w ay out of the tensions. B u t 
the tensions, inc lud ing the block
ade, don’t  stop the revo lu tionary 
developments. They accelerate 
them.

But, said Castro, as a states
man “ I  cannot help hoping . . . 
tha t a leader w il l  come to the fore  
in  N orth Am erica (w hy  not Ken
nedy, there are things in  his 
fa vo r!) who w il l  be w illin g  to 
brave unpopularity, f ig h t the 
trusts, te ll the tru th  . . .  As fa r 
as we are concerned, everyth ing 
can be restored to norm alcy on 
the basis of m utua l respect of 
sovereignty.”

In  conclusion, Castro to ld 
Daniel: “ Since you are going to 
see Kennedy again, be an emissary 
o f peace, despite everything. I 
w ant to make m yself clear. I  don’t  
w ant anything, I  don’t expect any
thing, and as a revo lu tionary the 
present situation does not dis
please me. B u t as a man and a 
statesman, i t  is m y du ty  to  in 
dicate w hat the bases fo r  under
standing could be.”

Daniel returned to see Castro 
tw o days la te r and was w ith  h im  
when the news of Kennedy’s as
sassination broke. D aniel w rote  an 
artic le  on th is in  the Dec. 7 New  
Republic. “ This is bad news,”  said 
Castro when the shooting was re
ported. When Kennedy’s death was 
announced he said: “ Now they
w il l  have to fin d  the assassin 
qu ick ly , but very qu ick ly , other
wise, you watch and see, I  know 
them, they w il l  t r y  to pu t the 
blame on us fo r th is th ing.”

N.Y. Forum Sponsors 
New Year's Eve Party

N E W  Y O R K  —  The M i l i 
tant Labor Forum  w ill be the 
host at a gala N ew  Y ear’s 
Eve P arty  at 116 U niversity  
Place on Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 31. In  addition to ring 
ing in  the N ew  Y ear, the  
party w ill toast the Freedom  
N ow  movement w ith  songs of 
the Southern fighters as pre
sented by a quartet of young 
participants in  the rights  
fight.

There w ill be dancing, en
tertainm ent and favors. A  $2 
contribution includes a hot 
m idnight supper.

Campaign for New Militant Readers 
Was Our Most Successful in Years

By K aro lyn  K erry

Birchers Seek to Fan Hysteria
T h a t n ig h tm a re -p ro d u c t o f a s ick c u ltu re , the  John  B irc h  

S ocie ty, has p laced fu ll-p a g e  advertisem ents  in  m any newspapers 
in  an a tte m p t to  deepen and cap ita lize  upon the  w itc h -h u n t a tm os
phere  w h ich  fo llo w e d  the  assassination o f K ennedy.

The ad b ra ze n ly  opens w ith  an assertion th a t K en n e d y  was 
“ m u rd e re d  b y  a C o m m u n is t”  and th a t “ w hen a C om m un is t com 
m its  m u rd e r he is ac ting  un d e r o rders .”  C ited  by  th e  B irc h ite s  
to  su p p o rt th e ir  w a rped  log ic  are M a r t in  D ies, the  o r ig in a l c h a ir 
m an o f the  in fam ous House U n -A m e ric a n  A c tiv it ie s  C om m ittee , 
and J. E dgar H oover, the  g rea t w h ite  fa th e r o f A m e ric a ’s w itc h 
hun t.

In  the  B irc h ite s ’ irre sp o n s ib le  and ir ra t io n a l language even 
fo rm e r P res iden t E isenhow er and C h ie f Jus tice  W a rre n  are “ con
scious o r unconscious”  C om m unists. In  th e ir  vo ca b u la ry  the  te rm s 
“ C om m un is t”  and “ C om m un is t dupe”  in c lu d e  a ll lib e ra ls , the 
w h o le  c iv i l - r ig h ts  leadersh ip , th e  la b o r m ovem ent, anyone w ho 
advocates any m easure o f social progress o r m e re ly  disagrees w ith  
the  B irc h ite s ’ u ltra - re a c tio n a ry  v iew s.

N o r was P res iden t K en n e d y  exem pt fro m  th e ir  w ild  charges. 
In  fa c t th e y  w ith h e ld , fo r  reasons o f “ tas te ”  the  la s t issue o f th e ir  
m agazine because o f w h a t i t  says abou t h im . T h is  underscores 
th e ir  e ffro n te ry  in  c a llin g  fo r  an u lt r a - r ig h t  “ crusade”  to  avenge 
a m an w hom , o n ly  yes te rday, th e y  w e re  denouncing  as a pro-. 
C om m un is t.

In  the  search fo r  an e xp la na tio n  o f th e  senseless, v io le n t 
events in  D a llas, conscientious observers have a lm ost u n a n im o u s ly  
po in te d  to  the  g ro w in g  a tm osphere o f b lin d  h a tre d  in  th is  coun
t r y .  The tw o  forces m ost responsib le  fo r  th a t s in is te r deve lopm ent 
a re  the  w h ite -su p re m a c is ts  and th e  u lt ra - r ig h t .  The  c u rre n t John 
B irc h  ads a im  a t tra n s fo rm in g  th a t ha tred  in to  a ly n c h  s p ir it .

The State Dep't China Declaration
The S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t’s “ lo n g -h e ld  b u t ra re ly  a rt ic u la te d ”  

C h ina  p o lic y  was re ce n tly  m ade p u b lic  in  a speech b y  R oger H ils -  
m an, A ss is tan t S ecre tary  o f S ta te  fo r  F a r Eastern  A ffa irs . T hough  
h is  re fe rence to  an “ open door”  p o lic y  fo r  n o rm a liza tio n  o f re la 
t io n s  was greeted w ith  fa n fa re , the re  is n o th in g  new  in  th e  s ta te 
m ent.

T he S tate  D e p a rtm e n t fo r  years dared n o t spec ify  its  C hina 
p o lic y  because th e  M cC a rth y ite s  and C h ina  L o b b y  had made i t  
such a sens itive  dom estic issue. W h ile  the  S tate  D e p a rtm e n t now  
dares sta te  i t  open ly , the  p o lic y  gains n o th in g  b y  its  m ere  enunc ia 
tio n . I t  is  s t i l l  aggressive and im p e ria lis t. I t  is a p o lic y  o f m il i ta r y  
in te rv e n tio n  and th rea ts , o f em bargo and no n -re cog n itio n .

A l l  th is  is ju s t if ie d  b y  the  c la im  o f C h ina ’s h o s ti l ity  to w a rd  
th e  U.S. B u t the  tru e  o r ig in  o f p resent re la tio n s  w ith  C h ina  lies 
in  U.S. a ttem p ts  to  smash th e  Chinese R e vo lu tio n . In  th e  course 
o f i ts  in te rv e n tio n  in  C h in a ’s c iv i l  w a r, th e  U.S. backed C h iang 
K a i-s h e k  and h is  re a c tio n a ry  c lique , la te r  in s ta lle d  h im  on Form osa 
w ith  th e  U.S. N av y  to  gua rd  h im , and a rm ed h is  forces fo r  coun
te r - re v o lu t io n a ry  fo rays  and a h o p e d -fo r in vas ion  o f the  m a in land .

T he  rea l reason fo r  U.S. in v o lv e m e n t in  the  K o re a n  c iv i l  w a r 
w as th is  a n ti-C h in a  p o lic y . I t  is w h y  G Is are now  d y in g  in  defense 
o f the  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  S outh V ie tn a m  and w h y  W ash ing ton  g lee
f u l l y  rushed arm s to  In d ia  d u r in g  th e  bo rd e r clashes the re  w ith  
C h ina .

N o rm a liza tio n  o f re la tio n s  w ith  C h ina  depends on the  U.S. 
T he p re requ is ites  are: w ith d ra w a l o f U.S. na va l forces fro m  
Chinese w a te rs , an end to  the  su ppo rt o f C h iang ’s d ic ta to rsh ip  
in  Form osa, no  fu r th e r  o b s tru c tio n  o f C h in a ’s adm ission to  the  
U N , d ip lo m a tic  re co g n itio n  o f C h ina  and es tab lishm en t o f no rm a l 
tra d e  and tra v e l re la tions .
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Subversion the OAS Didn't Probe

CIA Agent Is Caught Red-Handed in Cuba
Four Children Burn to death in a minNEAPOLIS HOuse fire 

By Everett E. LuomaBy Charles G ardner
A  C IA  agent caught red- 

handed, recently adm itted to a 
Cuban court tha t he had smug
gled explosives in to  the country 
on orders from  Washington. But 
the Am erican press hard ly  took 
note of this. I t  was too busy 
screaming about Venezuelan Presi
dent Betancourt’s election-eve 
charge tha t a cache o f arms, 
“ found”  buried on a lonely beach, 
had been traced to Cuba.

The arms “ fin d ”  in  Venezuela 
looks ve ry  fishy. Suspicion is great 
th a t Betancourt’s police and the 
C IA  buried the arms fo r  con
venient discovery ju s t before the 
elections; likew ise the “ proofs”  of 
some o f the arms’ “ Cuban o rig in ” 
look phoney. B u t the C IA  agent 
smuggling explosives in to  Cuba 
was caught dead to rights and 
there is no question whatsoever 
about his gu ilt.

Nevertheless, the Organization 
o f Am erican States — at Wash
ington ’s urg ing —  has rushed in to  
a h ighly-public ized, fu ll-sca le  in 
vestigation of the Venezuelan 
charges w h ile  not u tte ring  a m um 
b ling  w ord about the C IA ’s te r
ro ris t ac tiv ity  in  Cuba.

The C IA  crim e was exposed on 
Oct. 24 when tw o Canadian c it
izens were arrested in  Cuba on 
charges o f b ring ing  explosives 
in to  the country destined fo r 
counter-revolutionaries. The two, 
Ronald L ippe rt and W illia m  M ilne, 
had flow n  a two-engined plane to 
Cuba ostensibly to discuss a con
trac t fo r  carry ing a ir-m a il pack
ages. Cuban customs o ffic ia ls  hap
pened to check 18 cans o f f r u it  
brought in  on the plane and found 
they contained grenades and other 
explosives packed in  rubber.

B rought to tr ia l in  Havana, L ip -  
pert confessed to be being a C IA  
agent and to having attempted to 
smuggle in  the explosives on C IA  
orders. He said the C IA  paid h im  
$400 a month. When the C IA  had 
o rig ina lly  approached h im  w ith  
the job  o ffe r he had taken it, not 
out o f po litica l convictions, but 
because he was out o f w o rk  and 
had a fa m ily  to support. Though 
he was a Canadian citizen and 
worked from  Canadian te rrito ry , 
the Canadian government had no

(Continued from Page 1)
arrests fo r po litica l reasons since 
South V ietnam ’s Nov. 1 m ilita ry  
coup seem to indicate tha t the 
ru lin g  jun ta  is settling in to  the 
same pattern  of a rb itra ry  justice, 
surveillance a n d  secret-police 
methods tha t besmirched the 
regime the generals overthrew .”

Secret arrests in  the f irs t month 
of the ju n ta ’s existence are es
tim ated at over 500. The same 
“ far-reaching and experienced 
police ne tw ork”  tha t functioned 
under Diem (and w hich was b u ilt 
up by the French during  the ir 
colonial ru le ) is s ti l l  in  opera
tion, according to de Gramont. 
“ Such methods of surveillance as 
wire-taps and p lanting special po
lice as cab drivers”  have been 
reinstated, he reports.

The man who heads th is police 
gang, M a jo r General M a i Huu 
Xuan, “ held s im ila r posts in  the 
French colonial regime and under 
President D iem ,”  reports AP  cor
respondent M alcolm  W. Browne 
from  Saigon. “ He is regarded as 
a man interested in  runn ing  
things his own way. Gen. Xuan 
recently has been appointing many 
o f his closest associates to key 
jobs in  the police and security 
services, w hich tra d itio n a lly  have 
tremendous power over V ietna
mese politics,”  Browne adds.

When the generals f irs t took 
power they made a num ber o f de
clarations intended to deceive pub
lic  opinion throughout the w orld  
and especially in  the U.S. They 
said, fo r  example, that popular 
elections m ight be held in  six 
months or a year. They have

B R A ZE N . This photo of a Cuban 
counter-revolutionary display
ing a U.S. cartridge belt was 
published in 1960 in the coun
ter-revo lu tionary  exile  press. 
The model, Joaquin Mem bribe, 
was later captured in  Escam- 
bray mountains.

knowledge of his secret employ
ment by the U.S. agency.

M ilne, who piloted the plane fo r 
L ippert, pleaded innocent to the 
charges and was found not gu ilty .

The explosives were flow n  into 
Cuba shortly a fte r the island 
had been devastated by Hurricane 
Flora. This was in  the period 
when the U.S. press was m aking 
propaganda hay out o f Washing
ton’s o ffe r of aid to Cuba through 
the U.S. Red Cross. Prem ier F idel 
Castro had welcomed aid from  the 
In te rnationa l Red Cross and from  
ind iv idua l U.S. citizens, bu t had 
rejected W ashington’s o ffe r o f aid 
through the government-con
tro lled  U.S. Red Cross as “ hypo
c ritica l”  unless the embargo was 
lifted .

dropped tha t now. They an
nounced tha t some po litica l fig 
ures ja iled  by D iem  had been set 
free. B u t thousands held as a l
leged Communists and alleged 
Communist sympathizers were 
kept in  the prisons and concen
tra tion  camps. Exiles, i t  was pro
claimed, w ould be allowed to re
tu rn  home.

B u t the jun ta  soon showed its 
basic d istrust o f democratic 
rights through w h ich  the mass of 
the people m ight find  a voice. Up 
to the ir necks in  politics them
selves, these generals forbade or
d ina ry  members of the armed 
forces to engage in  po litica l ac
t iv ity . Instead of preparing fo r 
democratic elections, the jun ta  
publicized plans to appoint a 
“ Council o f Notables,”  w hich 
could o ffe r advice bu t w ould have 
no powers of decision —  a camou
flage attem pt to make the c iv ilian  
population believe tha t i t  had 
some representation w ithou t a llow 
ing  i t  to elect its  own spokesmen.

The jun ta  has also begun to 
res tric t the re tu rn  of po litica l ex
iles, even fo rm er o ffic ia ls  under 
D iem or the French puppet Em
peror Bao Dai, on the allegations 
tha t they favor “ neutralism .”  Also 
being re institu ted are D iem ’s press 
controls. A t f irs t the jun ta  prom 
ised to end these. W hile  censor
ship was continued over English 
and French-language newspapers, 
a number o f licenses fo r the pub
lica tion  o f Vietnamese-language 
papers were granted.

On Dec. 11, l it t le  more than a 
m onth a fte r the coup, however, 
the jun ta  closed down three such

In  a televised speech, Castro dis
played the f r u it  cans and con
tents smuggled in  by C IA  Agent 
L ippert, commenting, “ This is the 
aid we get from  the im peria lists.”  

Since two Canadians were in 
volved, the Canadian press fo l
lowed the case very closely. I t  
found the tr ia l was fa ir  and the 
sentence was jus tified . A n  ex
ample is an ed ito ria l in  the To
ronto D a ily  Star, one o f Can
ada’s leading papers. This edi
to ria l appeared Nov. 25, ju s t a fte r 
the assassinations of President 
Kennedy and his accused m urd
erer, Lee Oswald. Another edi
to r ia l in  the same issue deplored 
the fact tha t Oswald had not been 
given a fa ir  tr ia l, rem arking that 
“ the extraord inary negligence of 
the Dallas police in  protecting 
th e ir prisoner w il l  . . . feed the 
darkest rum ors.”

Superior Justice
In  contrast was the ed itoria l 

entitled “ F a ir T ria l in  Cuba.”  I t  
read as follows:

“ This weekend at least, Cuban 
justice was superior to Texan jus
tice.

“ A lthough the one-day Havana 
tr ia l o f the tw o Canadian flie rs  ac
cused of spying had a drumhead 
air, the tw o freebooters were dealt 
w ith  fa ir ly .

“ There was no doubt they were 
de livering m ilita ry  contraband in 
tended fo r counter-revolutionaries. 
In  any nation tha t feels itse lf as 
threatened as Cuba does, th is is a 
ve ry  grave offense.

“ W e rea lly  can’t complain of the 
long prison sentence handed out 
to Ronald L ippe rt of K itchener; 
the state prosecution had asked 
o rig ina lly  fo r the death penalty. 
L ippe rt adm itted tha t he had 
know ing ly sm u g g le d  explosives 
in to  Cuba and said he was sorry.

“ We can be relieved tha t the 
other accused flie r, W illia m  M ilne 
o f Montreal, was allowed to go 
free. The Cuban court found tha t 
he was innocently im plicated; he 
had not known tha t the plane he 
was p ilo ting  fo r L ippe rt was car
ry ing  bullets and hand grenades.

“ Cuban tr ia ls  o f th is k ind  are 
not like  ours, bu t at least the 
accused are given a hearing in  a 
court o f law .”

newspapers —  tw o fo r critic is ing  
Provisional P rem ier Nguyen Ngoc 
Tho, the th ird  fo r advocating 
“ neutralism .”  Two papers had 
been suspended earlier on less ob
viously po litica l grounds.

Press critic ism  of Nguyen Ngoc 
Tho is s ignificant. He was vice 
prem ier under Diem. H is appoint
ment as prem ier by the jun ta  an
gered many Buddhists and student 
opponents o f the Diem tyranny.

Even more sign ificant is the 
suppression of a paper fo r  “ neu
tra lis t”  views. This paper had 
p rin ted a front-page ed itoria l 
“ procla im ing a popular desire fo r 
peace and the end of the w ar 
against the Communist guerrillas,”  
according to a New Y ork  Times 
dispatch. The strength of th is 
popular desire to stop the w a r was 
expressed in  at least one o f the 
recent self-immolations. A  young 
servant g irl, T ran Bath Nga, 
burned herself to death to protest 
a g a i n s t  “ Vietnamese figh ting  
Vietnamese.”  There are indica
tions tha t other suicides expressed 
the same protest.

To the generals, “ neutra lism ”  is 
anathema —  as i t  is to the U.S. 
authorities, who are pressing the 
jun ta  to “ prosecute the w ar more 
vigorously”  than D iem  did. O ffi
c ia l U.S. policy in  South V ietnam 
is “ to w in  the w ar”  —  whether 
the people w ant to fig h t i t  or not.

B u t the Vietnamese people w ant 
an end to the bloodshed, to the 
foreign — i.e., U.S. —  m ilita ry  
in tervention, and to the same fo r
eign control over th e ir govern
ments. They w ant peace and free
dom fo r  a change.

M IN N EAPO LIS  — Four small 
ch ildren were burned to death in 
a fire  which destroyed a one-and- 
a-half story frame house in  South 
Minneapolis Dec. 6. Four other 
children escaped unharmed.

The fire  was blamed on a candle 
burn ing in  a glass ja r  on a down
stairs table. Apparently  the ja r  
cracked and the candle ignited 
cartons packed w ith  c loth ing in 
preparation fo r the fa m ily ’s mov
ing.

The mother, Mrs. D orothy Blay- 
la rk , was helping a neighbor tha t 
n igh t and the care of the young
er ch ildren had been entrusted to 
her 16-year-old daughter, Gail. The 
home is in  the Negro neighbor
hood of South Minneapolis.

Candles and kerosene lamps had 
been used to heat and lig h t the 
house since Sept. 16 when the 
e lectric ity  had been cut o ff be
cause Mrs. B lay la rk  was delin
quent in  the payments, according 
to a Northern State Power 
Co. spokesman. Gas service had 
also been shut o ff even longer fo r 
the same reason.

One wonders at the values of a 
social system which, in  one of the 
richest m etropolitan areas of th is 
country, forces children to study

(Continued from Page 1)
and altered the system of con
tracts. Even a fte r the union de
cided the m iners should re tu rn  to 
w ork, CO M IBO L refused to res
cind the pun itive  measures. The 
strike  thereupon spread like  w ild 
fire .

A  national leadership, dom inat
ed by the le ft M NR tendency, 
made up of supporters of B o liv ia ’s 
Vice President Juan Lechin, took 
the lead of 25,000 m iners a fte r a 
union congress had decided to 
continue the figh t.

U tiliz in g  the lack o f connection 
and co-ordination between the 
peasant movement and the m in 
ers, President Paz Estenssoro, who 
heads the r ig h t w ing  o f the MNR, 
mobilized peasant m ilitia s  against 
the m iners at Catavi and Siglo X X .

The m iners were determ ined to 
fig h t back bu t the strike  ran in to  
d ifficu ltie s  when the government 
blocked a ll food supplies from  
reaching the mine d is tric t. Its  
doom was on ly a m atte r of time. 
The strike  ended in  late August.

To show tha t the sacrifices be
ing demanded of the m iners were 
not necessary, the union leaders 
in  mid-September offered to take 
over the management of the Cata
v i m ine and run  i t  a t a p ro fit 
fo r the country. For th is  they 
were counting no t on loans from  
the U.S. and West Germany but 
on m ateria l and technical aid from  
Soviet-bloc countries. The govern
ment o f President Paz Estenssoro 
refused the offer.

Leaders Arrested
E arly  th is month, tw o secre

taries of the m iners’ union, Fede
rico  Escobar and Irineo  Pimentel, 
were arrested as they were re 
tu rn ing  from  a union conference. 
They were imprisoned in  La Paz, 
the capital, and numerous frame- 
up charges were made against 
them.

Upon hearing th is news, the 
miners retaliated by seizing as 
hostages —  offic ia ls  and fore ign
ers connected w ith  the “ T riangu
la r P lan.”  Those held by the m in 
ers to guarantee the safety of 
the ir union o ffic ia ls  and to effect 
the ir release were m ostly Bo liv ian  
o ffic ia ls bu t included Dutch and 
German technicians and fou r 
Americans.

Washington im m ediate ly offered 
to assist President Paz Estenssoro 
in  que lling the m iners and free
ing the hostages. B u t Paz moved 
on ly B o liv ian  troops towards the 
m ine area. The U.S. press went 
in to  hysterics, denouncing the ar
rested union secretaries as “ Com
munists,”  and b lam ing the kid-

by candlelight at risk  of th e ir 
eyesight and, as i t  trag ica lly  
proved in th is case, of th e ir lives.

As a subsidy or kickback to in 
dustry, u t i l i ty  rates are fixed  so 
small consumers pay the most per 
volume u n it used. To guarantee 
everyone lig h t and heat, w hy 
shouldn’t  th is favoritism  in  u t i l i ty  
rates be reversed? W hy shouldn’t  
every fa m ily  be guaranteed a cer
ta in  amount of gas and e lectric ity  
free every month, w ith  rates in 
creasing fo r quantities used above 
tha t basic amount?

This w ould mean tha t ch ildren 
need not be burned to death be
cause candles and kerosene stoves 
were being used fo r lig h t and 
heat; nor w ould they have to 
study by candlelight. I t  w ould also 
mean tha t m a jo r consumers of 
e lec tric ity  and gas were paying 
the ir fa ir  share, ra ther than being 
subsidized, as at present, by the 
overcharging o f small consumers. 
This would be on ly fa ir  since the 
people who own and contro l the 
productive capacity o f th is coun
tr y  are the ve ry  ones who control 
employment and consequently 
have brought i t  about tha t some 
people are unable to pay u tilit ie s  
bills.

... Vietnamese Junta Extends Clamp-Down

...Bolivian Miners’ Struggle
napping on Vice President Lechin 
and F ide l Castro. Lechin, whose 
base of support is the miners, has 
fa llen out w ith  President Paz and 
is p lanning to run fo r the presi
dency in the coming elections.

On Dec. 12 thousands of workers 
and students in  La Paz staged a 
so lida rity  demonstration w ith  the 
miners. Parading through the c ity  
they shouted such slogans as: 
“ Paz to the f ir in g  squad,”  “ Death 
to Yankee im peria lism ,”  and 
“ Lechin to power.”

On Dec. 16 a mass meeting of 
the m iners was persuaded by 
Lechin to release the hostages 
even though the government s ti l l  
refused to free the tw o  union of
fic ia ls. The vote was 2,000 to 1,000 
and the hostages, who had been 
held ten days, were im m ediate ly 
set free.

Price Is Re-Convicted 
Of Contempt of Congress

NEW YO R K —  W illia m  A. Price 
was again convicted o f contempt 
o f Congress on Dec. 11. A lthough 
he was sentenced to on ly ten days 
o f probation, he is appealing the 
conviction because freedom o f the 
press is involved.

In  1955, Price was subpoenaed 
by Senator Eastland’s In te rna l 
Security Committee w hich had 
embarked on a w itch -h u n t inves
tigation o f “ C om m un is t-in filtra - 
tion ”  o f the New Y o rk  press. Price, 
who at tha t tim e was a reporter 
fo r the D aily  News, regarded th is 
investigation as a v io la tion  o f 
freedom o f the press as guaranteed 
by the F irs t Am endm ent to the 
U.S. Constitution. Accordingly, he 
refused to answer the w itch -h u n t- 
ers’ questions, c iting  the F irs t 
Amendment.

He was subsequently convicted 
o f contempt o f Congress and sen
tenced to three months im prison
ment and $500 fine. This convic
tion  was reversed by the U.S. 
Supreme C ourt in  M ay 1962. B u t 
the high court d id not ru le  on the 
constitu tional issue bu t based its 
decision on a legal technicality, 
namely, tha t the ind ictm ent had 
been fau lty . This decision also ap
p lied to fiv e  other F irs t Amend
ment cases.

In  August 1962, A tto rney  Gen
eral Robert Kennedy reindicted 
the s ix  o rig ina l defendants and 
tw o additional persons. However, 
only P rice ’s case is being tried  
pending a h igher court decision. 
He is confident th a t his convic
tion  w il l  again be overrru led.
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THOSE 'BLACK-CLAD' GUERRILLAS

New Revelations on the Vietnam War

R EP E A T P ER FO R M A N C E. A  peasant hut is razed to ground by 
GIs during U.S. in tervention in  Korean c iv il w ar. N ow  South 
Vietnamese villages are being burned down, also in  name of fig h t
ing “communism.”

By A rt Preis
“ SAIGON, Dec. 3 (JP) —  Two 

men burned themselves to death 
in  Saigon today . . . The man who 
comm itted suicide near [U.S. A m 
bassador] Lodge’s v illa  apparently 
had been dressed in  a black calico 
sh irt and trousers, norm al apparel 
fo r  a Vietnamese peasant o r w ork
ing  man.”

W hat is unusual about th is As
sociated Press dispatch is the 
phrase, “ norm al apparel fo r a 
Vietnamese peasant o r w ork ing  
man.”  Evidently, these words 
slipped past the usually a lert m ili
ta ry  censors, both American and 
South Vietnamese.

In  m y files I  have hundreds of 
U.S. press dispatches and articles 
on the c iv il w ar and the U.S. 
armed in tervention in  South V ie t 
Nam. These contain numerous re f
erences to “ black-clad guerrillas,”  
“ black-clad Vietcong,”  “ black-clad 
Communists”  and even “ com
m unist suspects dressed in  black.”

N ot one o f these accounts ex
plains tha t b lack is the ord inary, 
everyday dress of the peasants 
find workers o f V ie t Nam. “ Black- 
clad”  is used to convey a sinister 
im p lica tion  and the impression 
tha t the guerrillas are d is tin 
guished by b lack uniform s. Hence, 
everyone so clothed is fa ir  game 
fo r  the U.S. napalm  (je llie d  gaso
lin e ) bombs, rockets, high-explo
sive shells and other means of 
modern m ilita ry  slaughter.

Government Troops
Thus, New Y ork Times cor

respondent David Halberstam re
ported on Nov. 19 from  South 
V ie t Nam tha t “ as the Govern
m ent troops approached one v i l 
lage, the peasants streamed toward 
them w earing th e ir Sunday w hite  
so as not to be confused w ith  
the Vietcong’s b lack pa jam a-like  
suits.”  Presumably, i f  these pea
sants had been caught in  the ir 
customary w o rk  clothes w h ile  to il
ing  in  the rice paddies, they w ould 
have been shot down or blown up 
or burned to death.

I  am not stressing a picayunish 
point. I  am illu s tra tin g  how the 
censored and mangled news from  
South V ie t Nam has to  be scru
tin ized and analyzed to get the 
tru th  about the nature of the c iv il 
w a r being waged in tha t Far East
ern country.

B y  uncovering the significance 
of the phrase, “ black-clad,”  I  am 
pu tting  m y finge r precisely on the 
rea l issue. The U.S. is engaged in 
naked, aggressive, b ru ta l in te r
vention in  a c iv il w ar on the side 
of a savagely oppressive regime of 
mandarins and m ilita ris ts . The 
m igh ty  U.S. is ranged against the 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity  of the V ie t
namese, the poor and landless pea
sants, the artisans and the w ork
ers.

The reiterated and s lick use of 
the description, “ black-clad,”  is a 
propaganda tr ic k  to conceal the 
class nature o f the w a r in  South 
V ietnam . U.S. im peria lism  is at
tem pting to crush a peasants’ and 
workers’ rebellion w hich has a 
f irm  popular base in  the mass of 
the black-clad to ilin g  people. That

is the impregnable tru th .
Indeed, Halberstam complained 

at length in  a Nov. 23 dispatch 
from  Saigon about the fr ie n d ly  
attitude of the populace to the 
guerrillas, a fte r f irs t te lling  how 
the “ peasants file  from  the v i l 
lages wearing the ir Sunday best 
[w h ite ] to  distinguish them from  
the guerrillas”  whenever govern
ment troops approach.

He describes an American, f ly 
ing  over the Mekong R iver Delta 
“ w hich stretches out green and 
lush,”  who pointed out of the w in 
dow of his helicopter and said, 
“ Just as fa r as the eye can see: 
miles and miles of discontent.”

In  the same artic le  Halberstam 
bemoans “ the fact of this po litica l 
w a r tha t in  many parts of the 
Delta the Vietcong are not seen 
as an enemy by the population 
and sometimes the Government 
seems more alien and foreign.”

Moreover, laments Halberstam, 
“ I t  is a sad th ing, b u t to the pop
u la tion  the Vietcong are the heroes 
and the revolutionaries find the 
government offip ia ls corrup t and 
e v il.”

Fits Formula
This fits  exactly the fo rm ula 

fo r successful gue rrilla  figh ting  
stated in  an Associated Press dis
patch from  F ort Leavenworth on 
Ju ly  8, 1962. The report summar
ized the views of U.S. A rm y  of
ficers returned from  counter
guerrilla  ac tiv ity  in  South V ie t 
Nam:

“ One axiom of gue rrilla  w arfare 
is tha t i t  cannot succeed w ithou t 
the active support of the people 
to provide concealment, recruits, 
food, money, medical aid and in 
telligence in fo rm ation.”

In  South V ie t Nam, the gov
ernm ent armed forces under both 
the la te unlamented d ic ta tor Ngo 
D inh Diem and the new m ilita ry  
jun ta  headed by fo rm er Diem- 
appointee Gen. Duong Van M inh, 
outnum ber the armed rebels by 
almost 20 to 1. The government 
forces enjoy an incomparable 
weapons advantage, inc lud ing the 
support of U. S. a irc ra ft and p i
lots. W hy has the rebellion sur
vived and spread and grown 
stronger?

I t  has the one indispensable and 
not-so-secret weapon —  the active 
support o f the people.

The apologists fo r U.S. in te r
vention try  to explain the popular 
support and aid enjoyed by the 
Vietnamese guerrillas as the pro
duct of terrorism  and in tim ida tion . 
I f  te rrorism  were the decisive fac
to r in  the c iv il w ar, the govern
ment w ould have won long ago.

A fte r the U.S.-engineered over
th row  of the Diem regime last 
Nov. 2, U.S. correspondents were 
perm itted to reveal some o f the 
facts about the concentration 
camps and tortures under D iem ’s 
rule. One of the most v iv id  ac
counts was tha t o f Malcolm  W. 
Browne of the Associated Press. 
He in terview ed several of the 
“ thousands o f ‘po litica l detainees’ 
who fe lt the fangs of the secret 
police”  and who “ are te lling  w hat 
i t  was like  in  N hu’s [D iem ’s bro th

e r] concentration camps.”  In  
B rowne’s Nov. 8 dispatch, he told 
of one Buddhist g ir l who described 
how she had been to rtu red  by 
electrodes from  the generator of a 
fie ld  radio attached to her breasts. 
“ Many U nited States m ilita ry  ad
visers and foreign newsmen have 
seen variations of th is to rtu re  ap
plied to V ie t Cong suspects in  the 
fie ld ,”  Browne added as an aside.

We are thus inform ed tha t such 
tortures were standard opera
tiona l procedure under the Diem 
regime and tha t this was observed 
by Am erican reporters and m ili
ta ry  “ advisers”  who certa in ly  did 
not te ll the Am erican people about 
it.

Wholesale Slaughter
B ut the fe roc ity  o f the govern

m ent has been carried fa r beyond 
an accumulation of ind iv idua l 
atrocities. The government’s at
tem pt to suppress the rebellion of 
the peasants and workers has been 
accompanied by wholesale indis
crim inate slaughter of civilians, of 
a ll sexes and ages.

This is continuing under the 
U.S.-backed m ilita ry  jun ta . A  h in t 
o f th is was given in  an obscure 
Reuters dispatch w hich b rie fly  re 
ported from  Saigon on Nov. 14 
tha t the government, “ in  prepara
tion  fo r a stepped-up campaign 
against Communist Vietcong guer
rilla s ,”  warned “ inhabitants of 
fo u r nearby hamlets today to 
evacuate th e ir homes”  because the 
area “ w il l  be the target o f an in 
tense bombing and s tra fing attack, 
starting tom orrow .”

H edrick Smith, New York  
Times correspondent, w rote from  
Saigon on Dec. 6 a description of 
the response of the government as 
the guerrillas “ s trike  in  the c ity ’s 
outskirts.”  Sm ith said:

“ . . . From  Saigon roofs, the 
deep boom of the Government’s 
a rt il le ry  could be heard. A nd on 
clear days patrons lunch ing in  the 
n in th -floo r restaurant of the Cara- 
velle Hotel can watch Govern
ment planes dropping napalm on 
guerrillas across the Saigon River.

“ From almost every direction, 
the guerrillas creep closer to Sai
gon and the ir attacks grow bolder. 
‘They’ve draw n a co llar r ig h t 
around the c ity ,’ one U nited States 
m ilita ry  spokesman said.”

Fiery Napalm
B u t i t ’s not only on armed guer

rilla s  tha t the government is pour
ing f ie ry  napalm and high ex
plosives.

I t  seems that the American 
“ psychological-war advisers”   in  
South V ie t Nam are becoming 
h igh ly  alarmed because “ innocent 
villagers are often k ille d  and 
maimed in  South V ietnam ’s vicious 
w ar,”  according to a Dec. 12 AP  
dispatch from  Saigon. The new re
gime, i t  seems, isn’t  doing any 
more to w in  over the people than 
Diem did.

U.S. helicopter-borne troops “ in  
the past”  have “ poured heavy wea
pons fire  in to  homes to ‘soften up’ 
the enemy. They have found dead 
women and children when they 
entered the villages,”  the dispatch 
explains.

As a m atter of fact, “ the A m eri
cans s ti l l  see much w o rk  needed 
to help c iv ilians escape the terrors 
of w ar.”  One of the U.S. officers 
is quoted as saying tha t some of 
the “ m ilita ry  objectives”  are “ only 
suspected objectives. When the a ir 
force goes in, i t  leaves behind 
burn ing houses and wounded and 
dead civ ilians.”

W hile  th is  is “ an old practice 
in  w ar,”  according to the “ ad
viser,”  th is  particu la r w ar “ is as 
much po litica l as m ilita ry , so in 
discrim inate k ill in g  may help the 
Communists.”

“ This is w ha t makes the pro
tection o f c iv ilians o f prim e im 
portance, because i t  is from  the ir 
ranks tha t the guerrillas come,”  
the “ adviser”  added.

These are “ hum anitarian”  after
thoughts inspired by the continued 
successes of the revolutionists who,

according to the Dec. 7 dispatch 
of H edrick Sm ith to the New 
Y ork Times, “ in  the months before 
the coup and in  the five  weeks 
since . . . have grown more brazen 
and pow erfu l.”  Sm ith reports 
fu rthe r:

“ W ith  the capture of U.S. wea
pons the Communists have proven 
more dangerous fo r American 
helicopters —  the weapons once 
expected to give anti-Communist 
forces unconditional advantage 
over the guerrillas.”  He adds tha t 
now “ rare is the day”  tha t he li
copters on combat missions are 
not h it  by ground fire .

In  Serious Shape
In  fact, says Sm ith, there is 

“ lit t le  disagreement here tha t the 
w ar in  the Delta is in  serious 
shape —  more serious than of
fic ia ls  in  Washington have le t 
on . . .”  There is feeling, he goes 
on, tha t “ the generals now ru lin g  
South V ie t Nam have so fa r fa iled 
to capitalize adequately on the 
goodw ill generated by the ir coup.”  
On the other hand, “ the Vietcong 
have b u ilt up a steady progression 
of strength and have extended 
th e ir popular influence . . .”

A  Dec. 13 dispatch by the above
quoted correspondent continues 
this same theme. United States 
o ffic ia ls  are fil le d  w ith  an “ un
certa in ty that has replaced high 
expectations a fte r the coup.”  They 
complain that the new m ilita ry  
jun ta  “ has failed to capitalize on 
the momentum generated by the 
coup d ’etat.”  Washington isn’t  get
ting  w hat i t  paid for.

The U.S. Embassy has been 
urg ing  General M inh and his ju n 
ta associates “ to trave l in  the 
country and make a m a jo r e ffo rt 
to bolster popular support.”  But, 
sad to say, “ General M inh  has 
shown no taste fo r such a role!”

W ith  more realism  than his 
Am erican “ advisers,”  i t  is very 
lik e ly  tha t Gen. M inh  is preoc
cupied w ith  the fear tha t before 
he goes out to meet the people 
in  the countryside, they w il l  be 
raging in to  Saigon to meet him.

Sm ith reports that since the 
coup, the “ strategic hamlets,”  in to 
w h ich  the government has at
tempted to fo rc ib ly  herd m illions 
of peasants a fte r burn ing  down 
the ir huts and d riv in g  them from  
the ir land, have been “ deserted by 
thousands of people or overrun by 
the Communist guerrillas.”

The popular support w hich the 
guerrillas enjoy is not m erely the 
result o f profound hatred fo r the 
government and ru lin g  class which 
have brought the people so much 
horro r and m isery. The c iv il w ar 
of the peasants and w orkers in  
South V ie t Nam promises them

great rewards and benefits a fte r 
the decades of exp lo ita tion they 
have suffered a t the hands o f the 
great im peria lis t powers, f irs t 
France and now the U nited States.

Once in  a w h ile  the U.S. press 
perm its us a glimpse at w ha t the 
Vietnamese people are figh ting  
for. This is suggested in  an As
sociated Press story on June 13, 
1962, from  M y Tho, South V ie t 
Nam. I t  describes the methods and 
characteristics o f the Vietnamese 
gue rrilla  recruits. “ The average 
recru it is figh ting  because he has 
been offered social re form  or land 
d is tibu tion  —  or because the V ie t
cong threatened his life  o r his 
fa m ily  unless he jo ined up.”

As I  have already am ply docu
mented, the government has had 
a ll the advantage when i t  comes 
to terrorism . The inducement of
fered by the revolutionists is the 
prospect o f a m a te ria lly  better 
future. Here is how Je rry  A . Rose 
described i t  in  the Sunday New  
Y ork  Times Magazine o f A p r il 8, 
1962:

“ Soft Side”
“ The soft side of the Com

m unist approach is conveyed by 
mimeographed newspapers, songs 
and cartoons, p rin ted  posters and 
crudely lettered signs. Above a ll, 
i t  is conveyed by in tim a te  per
sonal contact w ith  the peasant.

“ ‘The V ie t Cong comes in to  the 
fie ld  to w ork  w ith  you,’ a peasant 
says. ‘O r i f  there is no w o rk  to be 
done, he’l l  even wash out the rice 
bowls fo r you. The V ie t Cong live  
like  us, look lik e  us, live  in  our 
homes. H ow  can we in fo rm  on 
them?’”

Rose continues: “ The Com
munists in  V itenam  have long 
recognized the value of an im 
mediate land reform , and though 
many of the ir promises are dis
believed by the skeptical V ie t
namese peasant, he does pu t cre
dence in  the promise of land dis
tr ib u tio n  —  fo r in  fact, the Com
munists do take land from  the 
rich  and give i t  to  the poor.”

One man quoted by Rose said 
tha t the reason some of his friends 
in  the Mekong Delta had gone over 
to the revolutionists was: “ They 
seize the rice fields from  the ab
sent owners and d iv ide the land 
among the w ork ing  farm ers.”

That is reason enough fo r  any 
poor peasant to back a revolution. 
I t  is the reason w hy the revo lu
tionary  fighters of South V ie t Nam 
have defied the awesome m ight of 
U.S. im peria lism  and tightened a 
ring  around Saigon, the very cen
ter of the South Vietnamese ru lin g  
class. That is w hy every day they 
approach closer to power.
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L e t t e r s  f r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

[ This column is an open f orum  
f o r a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters under 
400 words. W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization  is given fo r use.]

1949 Events in Bolivia
New York, N.Y.

To get an idea of w ha t the 
ru lin g  class of B o liv ia  m igh t have 
had in  m ind fo r the t in  miners, 
who seized the fou r Americans as 
hostages to w in  the freedom of the 
ja iled  unionists, i t  is only neces
sary to reca ll w hat happened in 
M ay of 1949 when a s im ila r in 
cident occurred.

A t tha t tim e the government 
also provoked the m iners by ar
resting some of the ir leaders. On

“ SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 12 — 
S ix thousand longshoremen ‘h it 
the bricks’ last week, Dec. 3, 
when Velde’s House Un-American 
A c tiv itie s  Committee opened a 
red-baiting attack against the ir 
union. Local 10 of the In te rna
tiona l Longshoremen’s & W are
housemen’s Union (Independent) 
had served notice to Velde when 
he arrived in  tow n tha t i t  w ould 
no t tolerate w itch-hunt attacks on 
the union.

“ Velde, an ex-FBI cop, and now 
one o f the wheel horses in  Mc
C arthy ’s w itch-hunt stable, started 
his hearings Dec. 1. The hearing 
was preceded by the usual press 
build-up designed to create panic 
and fear. Velde announced his 
committee was ‘deeply concerned 
w ith  the red menace’ in  the Bay 
area. The press was fu l l  o f rumors 
o f subpoenas and sensational rev
elations of ‘red’ contro l o f w ater
fro n t unions.

“ Elaborate preparations were 
made fo r  the hearings. The San 
Francisco C ity  H a ll chambers were 
placed at the disposal of Velde. 
The stage was set fo r w ha t many 
believed w ould be another v ic to ry  
fo r the M cC arthyite w itch  hunt.

“ B u t things turned out d iffe r
ently. The action of Local 10 . . . 
w arn ing  they w ould strike  at the 
f irs t  hostile move against the ir 
un ion ’s security, set the stage fo r 
a battle  between the McCarthyites 
and the labor movement.

“ When Velde, a fte r some pre
lim in a ry  s p a r r i n g ,  cautiously 
opened the smear attack on the 
Longshoremen’s U nion through 
the voice of a stoolpigeon witness, 
the union acted w ithou t hesitation. 
I t  paralyzed the w a te rfron t in  a 
24-hour protest s trike .”  —  Dec. 
21, 1953.

20 YEARS AGO
“ In  tw o and a h a lf years the 

F a ir Employment Practices Com
m ittee has never gotten beyond 
the stage o f hold ing hearings on 
d iscrim ination in  w ar industries. 
I t  has never had the power to act 
against one v io la to r o f Roosevelt’s 
executive order 9346. Last year, 
fo r instance, the FEPC found the 
C apita l T ransit Company o f Wash
ington, D.C., g u ilty  of refusing to 
h ire  Negroes. Today tha t same 
company is s ti l l  re jecting Negro 
applicants fo r jobs w ithou t fear 
o f punishment.

“ A  few  weeks ago the FEPC 
found 16 Southern ra ilroad com
panies and seven ra ilroad unions 
g u ilty  of d iscrim inating against 
Negroes. B u t no one was surprised 
when the 16 Southern ra ilroad 
corporations to ld  the FEPC they 
w ould  refuse to comply w ith  its 
orders to h ire  and upgrade Ne
groes to do skilled  w ork. Again 
the bosses were showing the ir 
contempt fo r the FEPC.”  —  Dec. 
25, 1943.

M ay 28, 1949, the m iners took 
several m in ing  company supervi
sors as hostages to force the free
ing of the ir fe llow  unionists.

The government stuck tough, 
sent troops in to  the m in ing  region. 
The hostages were shot and the 
government opened a series of bat
tles tha t resulted in  the massacre 
of some 2,000 miners.

I f  they don’t  use the same tac
tic  now its on ly because the w ork
ers’ movement of B o liv ia , and of 
L a tin  America generally, are so 
much stronger today. And, a lso , 
the L a tin  Am erican ru lin g  classes 
have been given a lesson tha t 
makes them act more cautiously —  
the lesson of the Cuban Rev
olution.

Peter Camejo

Growth of Infant Mortality
Long Island C ity, N. Y.

“ We Could Save 40,000 Babies 
a Year,”  was the t it le  of an artic le  
in  a recent New Y ork Times Sun
day magazine section. I t  should 
be read by every American.

I t  states tha t the U.S. has fa llen 
from  s ix th  to eleventh place 
among the nations of the w orld  in  
preventing in fa n t m o rta lity ; that 
eight of our ten largest cities 
showed an increase in in fan t m or
ta lity  in  the past decade, and that, 
“ In  fact, we have tw o  distinct 
rates: among whites, 20-25 deaths 
per 1,000, and among Negroes 35- 
40 per 1,000.”  A lm ost double fo r 
Negroes!

Incred ib ly  worse is the situa
tion  in  New Y o rk ’s Negro ghettoes. 
In  central Harlem , the rate is 48.9 
in fan t deaths per 1,000 live  b irths 
and in  Bedford-Stuyvesant in  
B rooklyn  i t ’s 43.6 per 1,000.

In  contrast, the lowest rates — 
16 to 19 per 1,000 were recorded 
in  overw helm ing ly w hite, predom i
nan tly  middle-class d istricts in  the 
Bronx, B rooklyn  and Queens. So 
in New Y ork, the in fa n t death 
rate fo r poor Negroes is two-and- 
a-half to  three times as high as 
tha t of m iddle class (not to men
tion w ea lthy) whites.

The w r ite r  says: “ . . . the ma
jo r  reason is poverty —  especially 
the desperate poverty o f the city 
slum.”

This, m ind you, in  the richest 
country in  the w orld , w ith  the 
highest standard of liv in g  in  the 
h is to ry of mankind.

Need more be said to illus tra te  
the need to change a system that 
has such contempt fo r  the most 
precious single th ing  in  society —  
its  children. No, I ’m  mistaken— 
not a ll ch ildren are unim portant 
in  this society —  only poor ch il
dren, and especially poor Negro 
children.

E.S.

A Criticism
D etro it, M ich.

I  always look fo rw ard  to getting 
The M ilita n t each week. I t  is espe
c ia lly  good in  its coverage of 
events not reported in  the capi
ta lis t press.

However, in  reporting such 
news, when i t  is about something 
ve ry  horrib le , i t  is not necessary 
to give every detail.

A  recent a rtic le  on persecution 
of Spanish m iners to ld  exactly 
how each of a group of men were 
tortured. Readers of The M ilita n t 
already know  tha t the capitalists 
w il l  go to any lengths to preserve 
the ir priv ileged positions. The 
M ilita n t doesn’t  have to te ll 
exactly how to rtu re  is applied.

Even i f  the idea behind such 
w rit in g  is to shock the reader in to  
awareness o f w hat goes on and 
some detail is wanted fo r th is 
purpose, isn’t  i t  enough to lis t the

instrum ents of torture? Such as 
saying, “ The prisoners were v ic i
ously tortured w ith  knives and 
e lectric prods?”

I  found the precise deta il in  
the Nov. 25 story of the peace 
marchers in  Georgia pa rticu la rly  
offensive. I  realize that i t  w ould 
be d if f ic u lt  to get across the fu l l  
im pact of th e ir horrib le  treatm ent 
w ithou t some concrete description. 
B u t I  th in k  i t  could have been 
ju s t as effective to describe the 
treatm ent of one or tw o o f the 
marchers and say something like , 
“ Such inhum an acts were repeated 
on each member o f the group.”

I  don’t say this is a hab it in  The 
M ilita n t. The tw o articles I  have 
cited are the only ones in  which 
I ’ve seen this fa u lt bu t I  hope i t  
w il l  be avoided in  the fu ture.

N .L.
[We don’t  w ant to shock our 

readers unnecessarily (although 
there are new readers who may 
not be aware of the extent to 
w h ich  the powers tha t be w il l  go 
to preserve the ir ru le .) In  the m at
te r of the tw o articles cited i t  was 
not sim ply a question of our de
cid ing how to report an event. 
The story about the Spanish 
m iners was smuggled out o f Spain 
by the v ic tim s themselves. I t  was 
th e ir own account o f w ha t hap
pened to them. In  rep rin ting  i t  
from  W orld Outlook we fe lt we 
d id  not have the r ig h t to substan
tia lly  a lte r it. S im ila rly , the story 
about the CNVA Peace Walkers 
to rtu red  by the Georgia cops was 
th e ir own collective account of 
the ir experience and here too we 
fe lt the obligation to report the 
story as they to ld  it.— E d i t o r . ]

An Open Letter
Philadelphia, Pa.

This is an open le tte r to Presi
dent Johnson.

When a star in  the sky dies

everyth ing in  the universe is a 
l it t le  darker. When a human life  
is snuffed out, our life  on earth is 
that much darker. No one can but 
sorrow tha t John F. Kennedy, hu
man being, is dead.

I am enclosing an artic le  from  
the paper, The M ilita n t, about a 
group of U.S.-to-Cuba peace w a lk 
ers who were v ic tim s of Georgia 
police torture . When such acts of 
o ffic ia l in justice occur in  our 
country how can we hope to pre
vent ind iv iduals from  sp illing  over 
in to  acts o f insanity?

Can anyone not be outraged at 
w hat happened to these young 
people in  Georgia? Were not the ir 
rights assassinated when the cat
tle  prods were applied to them?

I f  Oswald had lived  and had he 
been found g u ilty  your office 
w ould have done everyth ing in  its 
power to b ring  h im  to justice. 
W hat is your office going to do 
to b ring  the Georgia perpetrators 
o f Nazi-like b ru ta lity  to justice?

W ill you speak out on the acts 
tha t are being comm itted in  the 
South? W ill  you go on television 
to specify town by tow n w hat is 
happening to peace walkers, SNCC 
workers, Negro students? I f  you 
d id  a m igh ty  roar o f outrage 
w ould emanate from  each A m eri
can’s home and fin d  its way in to 
the South. Then “ Americans”  com
m ittin g  such atrocities m ight s it 
up and take notice, i f  only fo r 
reason o f self-preservation.

M r. President, respect should 
obtain fo r the leader o f a coun
tr y  whether one agrees w ith  h im  
or not. B u t the degree of such re- 
pect is inev itab ly  related to the 
e ffo rt made by tha t leader to ob
ta in  an atmosphere in  society 
where respect is shown to each 
and every American, regardless of 
the ir position.

Lawrence H. G eller

For Esperanto
Paterson, N. J.

Am erican radicals w ishing to 
break through the “ paper and a ir
wave curta in ”  w hich u n til now 
has so e ffective ly  filte re d  the 
flo w  of in fo rm ation  between the 
socialist and capita lis t countries, 
w ould do w e ll to in fo rm  them
selves about Esperanto, the in te r
nationa l language. Esperanto is 
easy to learn. I t  is the perfect 
tool fo r in ternationally-m inded 
radicals, enabling d irect person-to- 
person contacts beyond language 
barriers and socio-economic fro n 
tiers. Most im portant, i t  makes 
possible the free and rapid flo w  
of in fo rm ation  between countries, 
w ith  no problems of translations 
and no language im peria lism , in  
w hich the most w ide ly  spoken 
languages dominate the others.

Such publications as Nuntempa 
Bulgario  from  Bulgaria, E l Popola 
C hinio  from  People’s China, Hun- 
gara V ivo  from  Hungary, and 
others, give an inside p ic tu re  of 
life  and socialist construction in  
those lands.

In  addition, Radios Prague, 
Pyongyang, Warsaw and Sofia 
broadcast v ia  shortwave programs 
in  Esperanto. The 48th W orld  
Esperanto Congress was held in  
Sofia, Bulgaria, recently; i t  was 
one of the most successful ever 
held.

H ow  long m ust Am erican rad
icals a llow  language barriers to 
prevent th e ir having contact w ith  
the socialist countries? The Es
peranto Education Center, Box 
406, Cooper Station, New Y o rk  3, 
N. Y., w il l  supply complete data 
on Esperanto to a ll who are in 
terested. I t  is a non-profit non
po litica l foundation whose only 
aim  is to convince more people 
of the benefits deriv ing  from  a 
knowledge of Esperanto.

A lla n  E. Fineberg

It Was Reported in the Press
A nd Ne’er the Tw ain Shall Meet

—  A  correction in  the news sec
tion  o f the Dec. 15 New Y ork Times 
explained that the financia l and 
business section of the paper, 
w h ich  was prin ted p rio r to the 
news section, contained an er
roneous headline. The headline, 
the paper said, should read: “ Per
sonality. He Has Iron  Hand on 
Expenses. H arold P. Goodbody’s 
Knowledge Helps W a ll Street.”  
Exam ination of the financia l sec
tion  reveals that the incorrect 
headline read: “ Personality. His 
Purpose Is to  Help People. Head 
o f U.S. V itam in  Seeks to Assist 
Undernourished.”

Strange W orld  —  A  dispatch 
from  Bristo l, England, reported: 
“ F ive clergymen —  fo u r Anglicans 
and a Baptist —  w ent to w o rk  in  
factories to determine w orkers’ a t
titudes on re lig ion  and discovered 
tha t on ly  tw o per cent o f the men 
they worked among attended 
church. ‘The experim ent showed 
the w ork ing  w orld  is a te rrito ry  
about w hich the church knows 
nothing. We cannot even speak 
the ir language. We don’t  know the 
sort o f pressures they are subject 
to,’ the Rev. J. B. C hutter said.”

West German Planners —  Near
panic developed in  M unich Dec. 
13 when citizens o f the Bavarian 
capital saw tons of new ly printed 
ra tion  cards being unloaded from  
police-guarded tru c k s jn to  the c ity  
ha ll cellar. Hundreds of phone calls 
were answered w ith  the assurance 
that “ w ar is de fin ite ly  no more

im m inent now than ever these 
days.”  A  statement was la te r issued 
by the federal government in  Bonn 
exp la in ing tha t the ra tion  cards 
were m erely a “ precautionary”  
measure to cope w ith  fu tu re  
emergencies.

Am erican-Type Operators —
Two Greek A rm y  officers search
ing fo r treasure they believed was 
hidden by A lexander the Great 
2,000 years ago were sentenced to 
eight and a ha lf months in  ja il  fo r 
using soldiers under th e ir com
mand to do the digging. They were 
also charged w ith  unauthorized 
use of arm y explosives.

N on-Taxing  —  A n o il operator 
w ith  an income o f $28 m ilion  in  
1960 “ paid not one single cent in  
federal income taxes fo r tha t year,”  
according to Senator Paul Douglas 
o f Illino is . Douglas to ld  the Senate 
Dec. 12 tha t five  other o il barons 
w ith  incomes ranging from  $1 m il

lio n  to $4.5 m illio n  paid l it t le  or 
no taxes in  1960. Douglas said tha t 
i f  th is  k in d  o f a tax set-up con
tinued “ the ord inary  person w il l  
lose fa ith  in  th is government and 
in  the fairness of his tax system.”

W elfare State —  The Mississippi 
D irector of Public Welfare, Fred 
Ross, acknowledged Dec. 13 tha t 
the W elfare Departm ent had used 
public funds to p r in t and d i
s tribute  one of his segregation 
speeches. The speech was pub
lished as a pam phlet w ith  his pic
ture  on the t it le  page and m ailed 
throughout the state. I t  predicted 
tha t M ississippi’s schools m igh t be 
shut down to avoid in tegration.

The M onitors —  The New Yo rk  
F ire  Departm ent w hich presently 
has a ll i t  can do to get through 
the jammed-up streets to a fire  
has been assigned the chore o f 
m on ito ring  fa llo u t a fte r an atomic 
bombing of the c ity.

Thought for the Week
"Lack  of evidence tha t M arx is t Lee Harvey Oswald was linked  

to a Castro or K re m lin  conspiracy is not pertinent.”  —  H enry J. Taylor, 
u ltra -righ t Scripps-Howard columnist in  a Dec. 6 New Y ork  World- 
Telegram  a rtic le  entitled : “ Red Spider P lays a W ily  Game.”

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for $1.

Name

S tree t Zone

C ity S tate

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U nivers ity  Place, 
N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y .
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Stick-Tough Stand of Racists Spark New Actions

2,500 Negroes Demonstrate in Atlanta

C U B A N  C H IL D R E N . One of the great accomplishments of the  
Cuban Revolution has been its program to provide each child  
w ith  a quart of m ilk  a day. The heavy damage inflicted by H u r
ricane F lora  has made the program particu larly  d ifficu lt.

Over 2,500 Negroes marched in 
A tlanta , Georgia, Dec. 15 to pro
test that c ity ’s fa ilu re  to go beyond 
token desegregation of schools, 
public accommodations, hospitals 
and housing. I t  was the firs t m ajor 
c iv il-righ ts  demonstration in  the 
South since President Kennedy’s 
assassination Nov. 22.

The march —  in below-freezing 
weather — concluded w ith  a ra lly  
in a downtown park. I t  was spon
sored by a coalition of Negro 
leaders dissatisfied w ith  negotia
tions w ith  the c ity ’s w h ite  o ff i
cials. Rev. M artin  Lu ther K ing  
spoke, declaring: “ There w il l  be 
neither peace nor tra n q u ility ”  in  
A tlan ta  u n til d iscrim ination has 
been elim inated.

L a rry  Fox of the Committee on 
Appeal fo r Human Rights, a 
direct-action youth group, said the 
w h ite  o ffic ia ls “ w il l  not give any
th ing  they are not forced to give 
or is not to the ir advantage.”  The 
younger c iv il-righ ts  fighters have 
been urg ing renewed picketing, 
boycotts and sit-ins.

Dallas Morning News 
Rejects NAACP Ad
A n advertisement seeking 

contributions through p ur
chase of N A A C P  Com mem
oration Christmas Certificates 
has been rejected by the 
Dallas M orning News. The 
Texas daily inform ed the 
agency placing the ad for the 
N A A C P  that the text would  
have to be approved by the 
Dallas police department be
fore the paper would accept 
it.

The News is the Dallas 
paper which on Nov. 22 pub
lished the now notorious u l
tra -r ig h t ad attacking Presi
dent Kennedy who was as
sassinated there later that 
day.

Evers, brother of the assassinated 
Medgar Evers, said: “ We are go
ing to demonstrate u n til the mayor 
meets w ith  us.”  M ayor A llen  
Thompson, however, issued a 
verbal attack on the NAACP in 
w hich he called i t  an “ agitator 
group.”  He said the c ity  would 
fig h t a ll “ agitators”  and tha t he 
has ordered additional personnel 
h ired “ to protect Jackson busi
ness firm s and customers from  
threats o r in tim ida tion  by agita
to r groups.”

NEW YO R K —  A n attem pt by 
the Emergency Committee fo r 
Disaster R elie f to Cuba to send 
powdered m ilk  to areas of tha t is
land devastated by Hurricane 
F lora has been prevented by the 
U.S. government. A lthough medi
cine and food are supposedly ex
cepted “ fo r hum anitarian reasons”  
from  the U.S. trade embargo 
against Cuba, the Commerce De
partm ent rejected the re lie f com
m ittee’s application to ship pow
dered m ilk  on the flim sy  pretext 
tha t i t  m ight be used otherwise 
than as a food. The committee is 
appealing the ru ling.

This week the committee — 
among whose sponsors are Nobel 
Laureate L inus Pauling, his w ife  
Ava, Carleton Beals and Waldo 
F rank  —  sent its s ix th  weekly 
shipment of medical aid. Last 
week i t  sent 75 cases of medical

DeBerry Completes 
Western Leg of Tour

C lifton  DeBerry, Socialist W ork
ers P arty  spokesman, has complet
ed the West Coast pa rt o f his na
tional speaking to u r on the c iv il- 
rights revolution. DeBerry, who 
was SWP candidate fo r B rooklyn 
councilman-at-large in  the last 
election, spoke on radio and TV  
in San Diego, Los Angeles, the 
San Francisco Bay Area and 
Seattle, as w e ll as at forum s and 
symposiums in  those cities. He 
also addressed campus meetings at 
San Diego State, U C LA  and in 
San Francisco.

Speaking in  M inneapolis, on his 
way back East, DeBerry urged 
Negroes to tu rn  to independent 
p o litica l expression in  the ir fig h t 
fo r  equality. He said he supports 
the Freedom Now P arty  idea as 
“ a beginning”  toward this end.

supplies, inc lud ing blood-transfu- 
sion equipment, pen ic illin  fo r 50,- 
000 injections, assorted antibiotics, 
vaccines and antitoxins.

In  a recent le tter, D r. Jose Ro
driguez Gonzalez, D irector o f the 
Hospital Nacional in  Havana, ac
knowledged receipt o f over 100 
cases o f re lie f supplies. “ Y our f irs t 
shipment . . . has already been 
sent to Camaguey and Oriente 
under our s tr ic tly  supervised dis
tr ib u tio n ,”  he wrote, and expressed 
his warmest gra titude fo r these 
contributions.

Reporting generous contribu
tions from  citizens and groups in 
some 35 states, the Committee has 
renewed its pub lic  appeal fo r “ A  
Shipment of R elief Supplies Each 
Week to the D isaster-S tricken in  
Cuba,”  to meet the continuing 
public-health  crisis resu lting from  
Hurricane F lora which caused the 
loss of 1,200 lives, ru ined ha lf 
the agricu ltu ra l crop and de
stroyed tens of cities.

The address o f the Emergency 
Committee fo r Disaster R elie f to 
Cuba is 41 U nion Square West, 
New York, N.Y. 10003.

DAWSON, Ga. — The Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Com m it
tee has w ired  President Lyndon B. 
Johnson concerning the Dec. 8 
bombing of the home of Mrs. 
Carolyn Daniels. Mrs. Daniels, a 
Dawson beautician, suffered a bu l
le t wound in her foot when shots 
were fire d  in to  her home. W hile 
she was seeking treatm ent at a 
hospital, a bomb exploded in her 
home, “ m aking i t  a to ta l w reck.”

Mrs. Daniels has housed voter- 
registration w orkers and has set 
up citizenship schools to give Ne
groes instruction in  Georgia’s 
voters’ qua lifica tion test. H er 
home was also fired  upon last 
September, and three SNCC w o rk 
ers, Jack Chatfield, P rath ia H all 
and Chris A llen, were wounded at 
tha t time. W orking w ith  local peo
ple lik e  Mrs. Dawson, SNCC w o rk 
ers have been able to raise the 
num ber of Negroes registered in 
Te rre ll County from  51 in  1960 to 
some 140 as of last summer. Some 
60 per cent of the county’s popu
la tion of about 13,000 is Negro.

In  nearby A lbany, S later K ing,

president of the A lbany Move
ment, also protested the attack on 
Mrs. Daniels to President Johnson. 
K in g  predicted “ the shooting and 
bombing w il l  be repeated unless 
strong presidential action is 
taken.”

JACKSON, Miss., Dec. 13 — 
S ix members o f the local NAACP 
branch last week defied a state 
court in junction , issued this sum
mer against demonstrations, and 
resumed protest p icketing against 
the segregationist policies of the 
c ity  adm inistration.

Police prom ptly  arrested the 
demonstrators and charged each 
w ith  v io la ting  ordinances com
m only used to discourage peace
fu l protests by advocates o f equal 
rights and justice —  blocking the 
sidewalk and parading w ithou t a 
perm it. The s ix  — a ll Negro resi
dents of Jackson —  were: the 
Misses Stella H arrington, 22; 
Theresa Easley, 31; N ina Mae Ben
son, 38; M attie  Mae Jackson, 21; 
Geneva Rucker, 41; and M inn ie  
Jewel Eiland, 29.

State NAACP chairman Charles

OXFORD, Miss., Dec. 11 — Five 
Mississippi law  officers, charged 
by the U.S. Departm ent o f Justice 
w ith  seven counts o f conspiracy 
to deprive Negroes o f the ir c iv il 
rights, were set free here by an 
a ll-w hite  federal ju ry .

The five  w hite  policemen were 
accused of beating c iv il-righ ts  
workers arrested in  W inona, M is
sissippi, a fte r fo u r of them en
tered a w h ite  rest room at a bus 
station there last summer. The de
fendants, who pleaded innocent, 
included State H ighw ay Patrolman 
John L. Basinger, Montgomery 
County S he riff Earle Wayne Pa- 
tridge, and W inona Police Chief 
Thomas J. Herod, Jr.

The Justice Departm ent called 
s ix witnesses, inc lud ing fo u r of 
the Negro complainants and two 
F B I agents. The F B I men in tro 
duced photographs showing in 
ju ries  to the five. One agent tes
tifie d  he had examined a blood
stained sh irt w orn by one o f the 
Negroes, Miss June Johnson, w h ile  
she was under arrest. She testi
fied tha t she had been beaten in  
the W inona ja il.

Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer to ld 
the court she was kicked by 
S heriff Patridge a fte r he yanked 
her o ff a bus in  fro n t o f the bus 
station because her friends had 
entered the w h ite  w a iting  room. 
Others, who testified to having 
been beaten by one or more of 
the law  officers, included Euvester 
Simpson, Rosemary Freeman, 
SNCC w orke r Lawrence Guyot, 
Annelle Ponder, a fie ld  w orker fo r 
the Southern C hristian Leadership 
Conference, and SNCC w orker 
James H arold West.

VICTORY FOR WAITERS UNION

Operators of Swank New York Restaurants Get a Lesson

C lifton  D eB erry

By Catherine Landau
NEW YO RK — A  sign ificant v ic-  

to ry  has been won here by waiters 
and waitresses in  the ir strike and 
lock-out battle w ith  the Restaurant 
League o f New Y ork. There were 
150 restaurants in  the League — 
the m ajor establishments under 
contract to D in ing Room Em
ployes Union Local 1, now there 
are 95. The union was able to 
break the employers’ united fron t 
because the strikers and locked- 
out workers remained strong and 
united and because the unionized 
cooks and bartenders supported 
them.

The contract of Local 1 (AFL- 
CIO In ternationa l Hotel and Res
taurant and Bartenders Union) 
w ith  the Restaurant League ex
pired Oct. 31. From then u n til 
Dec. 7, when three restaurants — 
the Lobster, the Press Box and 
Keen’s Chop House —  were struck, 
the only th ing  the League nego
tia tors w ould say was, “ No!”  This 
employers’ association, which fo r 
years has held back industry con
ditions, w ould agree to nothing 
more than a one-year extension of 
the old contract w ith  no im prove
ments.

On Nov. 21 the union held a 
jo in t meeting at w h ich  several 
thousand members voted unanim 
ously to authorize the executive 
board to call a s trike i f  the League 
remained adamant.

W hile  many New Y o rk  restau
rants do not belong to the League, 
the union contract w ith  i t  is crucial 
because i t  sets the standard fo r 
a ll Local 1 shops. The union con
trac t w ith  the League in  general 
covers the “ cream”  of the c ity ’s 
restaurants, such as 21, Voisin, 
the Colony, L in d y ’s, Sardi’s, etc. 
Jobs there are among the best in 
the trade.

U nder the old contract a w a ite r’s 
salary was $40 a week. In  addition 
to m inor fringe benefits, the union 
demanded an $8 increase over 
three years —  $2, then $3, and $3; 
also time-and-a-half vacation pay 
fo r waiters. This la tte r demand 
may seem odd to stra ight hourly  
w orkers bu t i t  stems from  the  fact 
tha t waiters and waitresses get no 
consideration in  vacation pay fo r 
tha t pa rt of the ir w eekly earnings 
w hich comes from  tips. W hile a 
two or three week vacation is a 
w onderfu l thing, a fam ily  can’t  do 
much vacationing on $40 a week. 
An across-the-board increase of 15 
per cent was demanded fo r cap
tains plus lesser amounts fo r 
cashiers and checkers.

Local 1’s demands were modest, 
especially in  view  of the fact that 
the period to be covered by the 
new contract w il l  extend over the 
W orld ’s Fair. Some 70 m illion  
people are expected to v is it New 
Y ork  then and one of the principal 
beneficiaries of th is tremendous

touris t trade w il l  be the restaurant 
owners. They w il l  p ro fit much 
more than the waiters because, 
w h ile  out-of-towners must pay fu l l  
price fo r the meals, the ir tips tend 
to be much sm aller than those of 
New Yorkers.

A  group of waiters and w a it
resses at the Nov. 21 meeting tried  
to have the union demands include 
a guaranteed 15 per cent g ra tu ity  
to be added to restaurant patrons’ 
checks, as is common in  Europe. 
This was not only to solve the 
problem of out-of-towners’ tipp ing  
bu t to  relieve the workers from  
depending on tips (w h ich  are con
sidered part of th e ir pay) and to 
guarantee them the money they 
r ig h tfu lly  earned by th e ir service. 
The union leaders, however, op
posed ra ising such a demand at 
th is time. B u t enough pressure 
was generated to insist tha t a 
committee be set up to study the 
proposal as a possible demand fo r 
the next negotiations.

The three restaurants were 
struck Saturday, Dec. 7. The next 
day the League locked out the 
workers in  150 restaurants.

The Colony — one of the 
swankiest restaurants in  town — 
told reporters that upon calling up 
the ir reservation customers on 
Sunday to in fo rm  them the res
taurant was closed, several Park 
Avenue matrons had volunteered 
to tu rn  in to  the kitchen to help. 
(This was rem iniscent of the so

ciety ladies queuing up cafeterla- 
style during  last year’s s trike  at 
the W aldorf.) There were also 
harrow ing tales about widespread 
hunger on M anhattan’s Upper East 
Side u n til some sufferers discov
ered i t  was possible to cook at 
home — even on the servants’ 
n igh t off.

B y Monday, restaurants began 
defecting from  the employers’ as
sociation and reopening. B y the 
week end the League caved in  and 
came to an agreement w ith  the 
union negotiators. The settlement 
is being presented to a Dec. 19 
union meeting fo r  ra tifica tion .

The settlement is reported to 
contain the fo llow ing : 1) a $4
w eekly pay increase over the 
three-year period —  $2 the sec
ond year, $2 the th ird ; 2) time- 
and-a-half vacation pay fo r  both 
waiters and captains; 3) a $6 pay 
increase fo r captains — $3 the 
second year, $3 the th ird , and in 
some cases more; 4) cashiers and 
checkers —  who get no tips —  to 
get a $9 pay increase — $3 each 
year.

Cracking the employers’ united 
fro n t is a m a jo r v ic to ry  fo r the 
union and, when the next contract 
comes up, should fac ilita te  the 
union’s getting down to the very 
im portan t issue of w ork ing  condi
tions w hich tend to be very bad 
throughout the industry  —  par
ticu la rly  in  the kitchens.

U.S. Bars Milk to Cuba


