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U.S. Seizure of Guban Boats
Was Deliberate Provocation

Feb. 12 — Washington has
backed off sharply from its ori-
ginal belligerence and pose of out-
raged virtue in the most recent
crisis with Cuba. By Feb. 11 John-
son was saying publicly, “We are
sorry that they [the Cuban fish-
ermen] were in our waters but
we don’t think they are justified in
cutting off our water [at Guan-
tanamo] . . .”

This change to sweet reasonable-
ness from the fire-eating jingoism
which mgrked U.S. statements at
the opening of the crisis indicates
that the Johnson administration
discovered that throughout the
world the incident was regarded as
phony and a deliberate provocation
against the Cuban government.

It began when the U.S, Coast
Guard on Feb, 2 seized four small
Cuban fishing boats and their 38
crewmen off the Dry Tortugas, a
group of uninhabited U.S. .islands
85 miles west of Key West, which
in turn is 60 miles off the Florida
mainland,

U.S. spokesmen declared the
boats had been within three miles
of the Dry Tortugas and hence
within U.S. waters. The Cubans
denied this. Cuban Foreign Min-
ister Ratl Roa informed the UN
Security Council that “the four
small fishing boats from Cuba
engaged in their peaceful opera-
tions on what are known as the
Dry Tortugas fishing banks, in
international waters, with respect
for all regulations.”

Territorial Waters

To make it appear that the
Cubans “admitted” being within
U.S. territorial waters and were
there for some sinister purpose
U.S. agencies gave the press al-
leged radio conversations between
the boats and Havana. Columnist
Drew Pearson came out with the
theory that the boats were there
to spy on a CIA “spy base in a de-
crepit old pirate’s fortress from
which agents were being smuggled
into Cuba with fake passports.”

When federal authorities com-
pleted their investigations of the
38 Cuban fishermen they had no
evidence that they had been doing
anything but fishing. Normal pro-
cedure in such cases is to con-
fiscate whatever fish are aboard
the boats and allow the fishermen
to go their way. But, instead, the
federal authorities turned them
over to Florida which has passed
a law, aimed at Cuba, providing
prison sentences up to a year for
“illegal fishing.”

Cuba’s Retaliation

As soon as this was announced
Cuba retaliated by cutting off the
water supply to the Guantanamo
Naval Base, Washington sputtered
and fumed though Cuba is under
no treaty obligation whatever to
supply the base with water. More-
over, the Cubans announced the
water would be put back on after
the fishermen were released.

The spokesman for stone-age
capitalism, Barry Goldwater de-
manded that Cuba be ordered to
restore the water supply or “we
will march out with a detachment
of Marines and turn it on our-
selves.” Fidel Castro replied: “Let
Goldwater come in the first line
of combat, It's easy to stand back
and send the Marines to die in-
stead.”

Castro justified the water shut-

off (except for one hour a day for
basic needs) until the fishermen
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Barry Goldwater

were released, by saying: “If we
permit this sort of thing we will
not be able to fish to supply our
population.”

President Johnson vowed to the
press that Cuba could not drive
the U.S. out of Guantanamo and
ordered immediate retaliatory
steps be taken including the firing
of 2,500 Cuban employes of the
base who reside outside its limits.

U.S. officials admitted on Feb.
8 that Cuba informed them two
months ago through Swiss diplo-
mats that its fishermen were
planning to return to the Gulf of
Mexico near U.S, territory to seek
the red snapper in a traditional
fishing area. Fidel Castro said the
same in a recent Havana news con-
ference and added, “If the United
States had asked that the boats
keep ten miles away, we would
not have objected. A mile more or
a mile less makes no difference if
incidents can be avoided.”

Police Club
Sit-Downers

In Ueveland

CLEVELAND — city’s
police department, under severe
criticism for permitting a racist
mob to beat Negroes and smash
automobiles in Murray Hill last
week, went into action Feb. 4. On
the receiving end of police atten-
tion were non-violent, sit-in dem-
onstrators in the Cleveland Board
of Education Building. Twenty-
two Negro and white demonstra-
tors were cursed -by stick-wield-
ing cops, dragged and thrown
down three flights of stairs, load-
ed into police vans and taken to
jail.

Mrs. Hazel Little, a member of
the Hazeldell Parents Association
which began the protest against
the School Board’s failure to in-
tegrate transported pupils, was
taken to St. Vincent's Charity Hos-
pital. She stated:

“I was dragged down three
flights of stairs by the police and
when they got me to the bottom
of the stairs, they threw me into
a corner, At the hospital I was
treated for numerous bruises and
abrasions.”

Mrs. Mary Ann Myrick, said:
“While in the cell, I was treated
horribly, the matrons wanted to
remove my clothing so that they
could examine me while police-
men and other males were pres-
ent.” Mrs. Myrick suffered back
and leg injuries and is now on
crutches.

Seventeen demonstrators were
released after being taken to the
police station. Two were charged
with assault and battery on a
police captain and three others
with obstructing and abusing
patrolmen. Among those released
after being booked were a white
minister, Rev., Paul Younger, co-
chairman of the United Freedom
Movement and Miss Ruth Turner,
executive secretary of Cleveland
CORE. Miss Turner suffered
bruises and abrasions and her
clothing was badly torn.

A battery of lawyers from the
United Freedom Movement, in-
cluding CORE lawyers Stanley
Tolliver and Bruce Warshal, and
NAACP attorneys James A.
Haynes, Josephine Trevathan and
Louis Stokes, descended on the
police station securing immediate
release of all the arrested on per-
sonal bond.

While the five charged dem-
onstrators appeared before Judge
Hugh Brennan the next morning,
a picket line of 80 people picket-

(Continued on Page 5)

School Boycotts
Being Organized
In Major Cities
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YOUTHFUL PROTESTERS. These youngsters were among the
several thousand opponents of racial bias who picketed City Hall
during record-breaking Feb. 3 New York school boycott.

By Adam Knox

NEW YORK — Another school
boycott here and a number of co-
ordinated boycotts across the na-
tion are being planned, The Feb.
3 boycott in this city, in which
school absences zcomed to 365,000
above the normal rate, greatly in-
creased the self-confidence of the
Negro and Puerto Rican commu-
nities and quickened the tempo of
the civil-rights struggle,

Rev. Milton-A. Galamison, chair-
man of the Citywide Committee
for Integrated Schools which co-
ordinated New York’s boycott, an-
nounced on Feb. 10 that there
would be another one-day school
boycott sometime between March
9 and April 17. In a dig at Chair-
man James B. Donovan of the
Board of Education, who had pre-
dicted the boycott would be a
“fizzle,” Galamison said the new
boycott would be called “Fizzle
No. 2.7

Meanwhile, a co-ordinated Feb,

REPORT FROM NORTH CAROLINA RIGHTS FRONT

Chapel Hill Cops Jail 544

CHAPEL HILL, N.C, Feb. 8 —
Intensified demonstrations in this
small university town today led to
108 arrests, bringing the total ar-
rested since Dec. 13 to 544.

The day’s action began at 1:30
p.m. with a march of about 325
people through the main business
section to the town hall. The
march returned to the church and
a smaller march set off from the
church at 2:45, again to the down-
town area., The group sat in the
town's main intersection wuntil
ordered to move on by police. The
march then separated, with groups
of 20 “peeling off” for action as-
signments,

Groups sat on the sidewalk in
front of the town hall and in front
of four segregated eating establish-
ments. When police ordered these
groups to move on, they got up
and proceeded to regroup.

While this action was going on,
seven other groups left the church
and traveled to their assigned
action points.

One of the groups attempted to
demonstrate on the basketball
court of the University of North
Carolina, where a nationally tele-
vised game was in progress. They
planned to protest segregation and

discrimination in the North Caro-
lina Memorial Hospital, operated
by the university. Two other
groups laid down, blocking the ex-
its of the gymnasium parking lots.
No arrests occurred at the univer-
sity.

Four other action groups sat in
the main highways leading into
Chapel Hill. As a white mob at-
tacked one of the groups, which
was blocking the Pittsboro Road,
a TV photographer took pictures.
Members of the mob attacked the
photographer and beat him over
the head before they were finally
brought under control by police.
The photographer, Bob Morse, of
WSOC-TV in Charlotte, was not
seriously injured.

Blocked Intersection

A fourth march left the church
at 7:15 p.m. As the group of Ne-
gro and white protestors returned
from the post office, they marched
again into the intersection of
Franklin and Columbia Streets.
Seventy demonstrators sat down
and blocked the intersection, pro-
testing the failure of Chapel Hill
fo live up to its image as a lib-
eral city.

Among those arrested were
John Dunne, chairman of the Cha-

in 2 Months

pel Hill Freedom Committee and
a CORE task force worker, and
Avon Rollins, executive committee
member of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee. Rollins
had been jailed in Danville, Va.,
about two weeks ago, after prom-
ising to aid the Chapel Hill move-
ment.

“Regretfully, Chapel Hill has
still not felt the needs of a large
portion of its citizens. We hope
that we can call these needs to
the attention and awaken the
conscience of those citizens of
good will, who have given Chapel
Hill its image. We hope that we
will not be forced to increase our
action before these people trans-
late their good will into good
works,” said Quinton Baker, vice-
chairman of the Chapel Hill Free-
dom Committee, and state youth
president of the NAACP,

The Chapel Hill Freedom Com-
mittee is a coalition of civil-rights
groups invited by the Chapel Hill
Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE), It includes CORE,
NAACP, the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee, the
Southern Conference Educational
Fund, and the Student Peace
Union.

25 school boycott is being planned
in Chicago, where 225,000 -chil-
dren stayed out of school last Oct.
22, in Boston, where the Massa-
chusetts Freedom Movement has
taken the lead, and in Cleveland,
where preparations are being
made by the Coordinating Coun-
cil of Community Organizations.
These demonstrations will be pre-
ceded by boycotts on Feb. 11 in
Cambridge, Md.; Chester, Pa.; and
Wilmington, Del.

All these developments indicate
the growth of a natural, but pre-
viously non-existent, national link-
ing up and co-ordination of mass
civil-rights struggles. The need for
this was foreseen by the leader-
ship of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee and
called for as early as the March
On Washington last August. Now
a conference of leaders from the
boycott organizations of the active
cities is slated for March 14 in
Chester, Pa,

Besides the charting of a na-
tionally co-ordinated boycott, the
New York protest initiated other
processes of long-range signifi-
cance. For one, it brought the op-
pressed Puerto Rican community
into the struggle with its own
demands and began the work of
forging a Negro-Puerto Rican al-
liance. Along with the “new” Ne-
gro leadership which is emerging
with the boycott movement, the
New York spotlight has focused
partly on Gilberto Gerena Valen-
tin, key figure in the two-month-
old National Association for Puer-
to Rican Civil Rights.

At a Feb. 6 meeting of the as-
sociation — three days after more
than 100,000 Puerto Rican school
children joined the boycott — a
five-point slate of demands was
drawn up. It called for 1) aboli-
tion of the vocational high school
system in its current form, 2) a
program to integrate all junior
high schools by February 1965, 3)
abolition of the general course di-
ploma, 4) reduction of classes to
no more than 25 children, 5) in-
troduction of courses that would
offer a positive image of the Latin
and African cultures to enhance
the child’s desire for learning,

Of 40,000 teachers in the metro-
politan system, only 230 are
Puerto Rican, the association point-
ed out. It demanded an intensive
campaign to locate teachers with a
working knowledge of Spanish and

(Continued on Page 2)
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Harvey O'Connor Explains How It's Done

If You Want Your Child to Be Sec’y of State

By Alex Harte

NEW YORK — Harvey O’Con-
nor, authority on the great Amer-
ican fortunes and the oil industry,
and one of the country's leading
defenders of civil liberties, spoke
at the Militant Labor Forum here
Jan. 31. His subject was “The
State Department in the Service
of Standard Oil.”

By way of introduction of the
subject, O’Connor gave some hints
to those who might be educating
a child to become Secretary of
State. First, he pointed out, Jews
need not apply, nor Catholics, nor
Negroes, nor even agnostics. A
one-time Catholic once bhecame
Secretary of State, but he had
changed his religion and so was
acceptable.

Send your child, he advised, to
Groton, then to Harvard, Yale or
Brown, the best prep school and
colleges on the road to the secre-
taryship. Also, it's best to be a
Presbyterian or, if not that, then
an Episcopalian. And belong to
‘Washington’s Chevy Chase Club.
Occupatien? The best bet is to be
a corporation lawyer with a
Wall St. address.

And work for Standard Oil!

Acheson “Favorite”

“My favorite Secretary of State
is Dean Acheson,” O'Connor told
the forum. “He meets all the qual-
itications.” He quoted two memor-
able statements of Acheson:
«“We're willing to help people who
think the way we do”; and, “The
American people cannot consume
what we produce. You must look
to foreign markets.” *

O'Connor, whose book, The Efzv
pire of Oil and World Crisis in
Oil, have established him as the
outstanding authority on the sub-
ject, told how Acheson had cen-
sored a report on the international
oil cartels because it touched on
dealings which Standard Oil did
not want known to the public.
As Secretary of State, Acheson
pushed the rearmament of Ger-
many and Japan right after the
bloodiest war in history, §md
O’Connor quoted him as saying,
“All we require of Russia is un-
conditional surrender.”

The speaker explained the in-
terchangeability of parts between
Standard Oil and the State De-

Weekly Galendar

CHICAGO
FOUR GREAT FIGURES IN NEGRO

HISTORY. Presented by a panel of
fighters for Freedom Now. Fri., Feb. 21,

8 p.m. Debs Hall, 302 S. Canal St
Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.
L J
DETROIT

“How a Minority Can Change So-
ciety." Speaker, George Breitman, writer
ond former editor of The Militant. Fri,
Feb. 21, 8 p.m. Debs Hall, 3737 Wood-

ward. Ausp. Friday Night Socialist
Forum.
L]
MINNEAPOLIS

Youth's Stake in Academic Freedom.
Speaker, Barry Sheppard, nat’l chairman
Young Socialist Alliance, Fri., Feb. 21,
8:30 p.m. Friday Night Socialist Forum.
704 Hennepin.

- * -

America's War Program. Speaker,
Richard Roberts Fri., Feb. 28, 8:30 p.m.
704 Hennepin.
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NEW YORK

THE NEGRO VOTE IN '64 — Where
Is It Going? Panel discussion by Clifton
DeBerry, Socialist Workers candidate for
president; Marshall England, chairman
New York CORE; James Monsonis, rep.
New York SNCC; Daniel Watts, spokes-
man for Manhattan Committee for an
All-Black Freedom Now Party. Fri., Feb.
21, 8:30 p.m. 116 University Pl,, Con-
trib. $1. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum,

FEB. 28 — Conrad Lynn on Why &
Freedom Now Party.

John Foster Dulles

partment. A Standard Oil em-
ploye is usually Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Near Eastern
Affairs, for example, Also the As-
sistant Secretary for Latin Amer-
ican Affairs usually comes from
— and returns to — the oil in-
dustry. That’'s how Nelson Rocke-
feller got his start in political life.

Charles Evans Hughes, O’Con-
nor related, was an attorney for
Standard Oil before and after he
ran for President in 1916, He
worked for Standard Oil before
and after he was Secretary of
State, and up until the time he
was appointed to the U.S, Supreme
Court. And he was the executor
of John D, Rockefeller's estate.

Iraq Oil Deposits

“The allies floated to victory on
a sea of oil,” Clemenceau, the
World War 1 Premier of France,
had said. Then for a while it
looked as though World War II
would be fought between Britain
and the U.S. over the oil deposits
discovered in Iraq.

Hughes and the State Depart-
ment declared an ‘“Open Door”
policy for all. It turned out, how-
ever, that the door was open only
for Standard Oil and Socony
(Standard Oil of N.Y.).

Going back to the critical days
of the expansion of American im-
perialism at the turn of the cen-
tury, O’Connor described John
Hay, the then Secretary of State.
Hay once said about a strike, “The
very devil seems to have entered
the lower classes.” He labeled the
Spanish-American  conflict, “a
splendid little war.”

Having seized the Phillippine Is-
lands, U.S. imperialism wanted all
of China for investment, The
State Department was “indignant
about the partition of China
amongst the European powers.”
Senator Beveridge of Indiana de-
clared: “Just beyond the Philip-
pines are China’s illimitable mar-
kets” and “The Pacific is our

W.EB. DuBois Tribute
Scheduled in New York

NEW YORK — A memorial
tribute to the late Dr., W. E. B.
DuBois will be held here Sunday
evening, Feb. 23 at 8:30 at Car-
negie Hall, The meeting, spon-
sored by the DuBois Memorial
Committee, will feature a drama-
tic presentation of the life and
writing of Dr. DuBois by Ossie
Davis, Beah Richards, Clebert
Ford, Ruby Dee, Godfrey Cam-
bridge and Eva Jessye Choir. Trib-
utes will be paid to Dr. DuBois
by Dr. John Pope Franklin, Rev,
William H. Melish, Arna Bon-
temps, Arthur B, Spingarn, Bishop
Steven G, Spottswood, and Nadyne
Brewer.

Dr. DuBois, who died last year
in Ghana, was one of America’s
greatest scholars and historians, a
founder of the NAACP, and a
fighter for the rights of the Negro
people.

ocean.,” He asserted the white
man’s “duty” to intervene in
China, “It is elemental, it is
racial.”

In Secretary of State Hay’s
view, “Whoever understands

China has the key to world history
for the next five centuries.”

He “Lost” China

No wonder then, said O'Connor,
that even Dean Acheson could not
get away with “losing China.” Mec-
Carthy called him “soft” on Com-
munism and declared there were
“207 or some such number” of
Communists in the State Depart-
ment.

When John Foster Dulles (coun-
sel for Standard Oil, member of
the firm of Sullivan and Crom-
well, attorneys for Standard Oil
of N.J.) became Secretary of
State, he tried to out-McCarthy
McCarthy and fired the last expert
on China in the State Department.
“If you’re not going to recognize
600 million people, it's obvious you
don’t need any experts,” was
O'Connor’s comment.

With wit and a multitude of
facts, the speaker painted such a
panorama of the interlocking busi-
ness and political directorates
which run this country’s foreign
policy that many names and other-
wise inexplicable political events
fell into place for the listeners.
Thus explained, to cite a few brief
examples, were the following: 1)
Allen Dulles’ appointment as head
of the CIA and that agency’s over-
throw of the Mossadegh regime
when it nationalized Iran’s oil; 2)
The role of Cromwell, head of the
law firm which John Foster Dulles
later joined, in greasing the skids
for the Panama ‘“revolution’” of
1903; and 3) Secretary of State
Hull’s permitting the sale of oil
to the Japanese just prior to World
War II so they wouldn’t attack oil-
rich Indonesia.

“No fool is a perfect fool until
he has learned Latin.” — Wen-
dell Phillips (1811-1884)

Farm Leader Raps Policies
Of Both Big Business Parties

MINNEAPOLIS — Fred Stover,
president of the U.S. Farmers As-
sociation, the Iowa Farmers Asso-
ciation and editor of the U.S. Farm
News, spoke at the Friday Night
Socialist Forum Jan. 31 on the
plight of the farmers and what
can be expected from the tur-
bulent farm situation. His talk
was entitled “What's Ahead for
The United States Farmer?”

Stover, who has been a farmer
all his life, was connected with
the Department of Agriculture
under Roosevelt. Since then he
has rejected the Democratic and
Republican Parties and has sup-
ported independent political ac-
tion by the farm population. He is
also well known as a strong ad-
vocate of peace and as a foe of the
witch-hunt.

In his speech Stover explained
that the small farmer is being
pushed off the land because of the
meager prices farmers are receiv-
ing for their produce. These prices
result from monopoly (corporate
farm) control of agriculture. The
monopolies control everything and
are “rapidly gobbling up the good
farm land.” “They are deliberately
choking out what remains of small
enterprise . . and . . . they
planned it that way.”

Stover condemned both major
parties for their role in aggravat-
ing the farm crisis. He said that
Secretary of Agriculture Benson
(under Eisenhower) cut price sup-
ports and the Demoecrats cried the
loudest. But when the Democrats
came into office they dropped
price supports even lower. Stover
claimed that these price supports
are being fought precisely because
they have been somewhat success-
ful. He called for 100 per cent
parity. (Parity is a price level by
which it is calculated the farmer
would get a “just price” for his
produce and labor.)

A farmer-labor alliance is seen
by Stover as a way out of the farm
crisis, but thus far all the farm
‘leaders’ and the labor bureau-
crats have done, is to come up
with a program for the status quo.

Peace is the only way to good

...Map New School Boycotts

(Continued from Page 1)

the appointment of a Puerto Rican
to fill the next vacancy on the
school board.

The association has charged that
Puerto Rican pupils have been
given “second-class education” so
that eighth-graders suffer a two
or three-year lag in reading levels;
that classes for non-English-speak-
ing pupils kept them “year after
year playing with dolls and mak-
ing statues with soap.” It declared
that teachers, not parents, should
be responsible for the teaching of
English.

These statements highlight the
most glaring aspect of New York's
segregated schools, their qualita-
tive inferiority, Both Negro and
Puerto Rican demonstrators on
Feb. 3 took special care to em-
phasize this very real, concrete
fact, They demanded quality in-
tegrated schools. They have thus
arrived at a synthesis of the old
demands for ‘“integration” for
democratic reasons and the de-
mand of the black nationalists for
an opportunity for self-improve-
ment.

The raising of demands for ap-
pointment of Negro principals and
representatives of minority peo-
ples on the school board have
struck fear into the hearts of
powers that be. For such demands
not only have wide appeal, they
point up the simple fact that only
undemocratic, unrepresentative in-
stitutions could so ignore the dis-
criminatory treatment of the urban
Negroes and Puerto Ricans.

The leading figure of the opposi-
tion to the boycott, James B.
Donovan, has become more and
more outspoken in his chauvinist
attacks on the leadership of the

movement. He began by “speak-
ing blunt Anglo-Saxon” which the
“least educated can understand”
just before the boycott. He de-
nounced the boycoit leaders as
“extremists” and intimated that
they sought violence in the Feb.
3 protest.

Then on Feb. 8 Donovan said
that because of “threatening let-
ters” from “extremists,” he has
had a police bodyguard assigned
to himself since the end of Jan-
uary. He showed reporters no do-
cumentation of this but the press
used the story for innuendoes
against the boycott movement,
Despite Donovan’s provocative
statements, there was no violence
at all in the boycott.

Donovan has openly taken the
side of those whites who defend
the relatively privileged, better
staffed and equipped white
schools against integration and
have consequently become targets
for the indignation and criticism
of the civil-rights forces.

In Chicago, where the school-in-
tegration fight has been going on
since last summer, an open con-
flict has broken out between black
militants and the Negro politicians
toeing the line for Mayor Richard
Daley’s Democratic machine. Ne-
gro Alderman Kenneth Campbell
heads a Democratic Party-dom-
inated Assembly to End Prejudice,
Injustice, and Poverty which is
agitating against the boycott, This
group has been denounced both
by Chicago boycott leaders Law-
rence Landry and the Negro pa-
per the Chicago Defender.

The Defender said that Chicago
would continue to be a second-
class city because “we have so
many second-class:- and second-
rate Negro politicians.”

price supports and to a solution
to the farm situation, Stover feels,
“Peace and parity go together, and
war and disparity go together.”
Ultimately, he is for a society
which would “reward men accord-
ing to what men contributed to
society, not by how they wrest
things from society.”

On the near future in the Unit-
ed States, Stover stated, “The big
monopolies are having tough
going. Their manueverability . . .
is being limited. They're getting a
little scared.” Moreover, “If profit
making ability is limited else-
where, wouldn’t it be likely that
they might be more hungry for
domestic meat?” If so, he expects
more witch-hunts as well as in-
creased anti-labor legislation,

In conclusion Stover advised the
predominately young audience to
study all the books on display in
the meeting hall and by virtue of
that knowledge, “someday you'll
save the world.”

ACLU Challenges
Postal Censors

NEW YORK — The American
Civil Liberties Union has filed a
suit challenging the constitutional-
ity of a law under which the Post
Office acts as censor of unsealed
mail from 26 countries,

The suit was filed in federal
court here on behalf of David
McReynolds, a prominent figure in
the peace movement and in the
Socialist Party-Social Democratie
Federation,

Under the law being challenged,
the Post Office does not deliver
mail which it deems to be “Com-
munist political propaganda.” In-
stead, it sends a card to the ad-
dressee asking whether he wants
the “Communist political propa-
ganda” delivered to him. Unless
the addressee sends back a writ-
ten, affirmative reply within 60
days, the mail is destroyed.

The ACLU complaint states that
a copy of the The Crusader, Rob-
ert F. Williams’ newsletter, now
published in Cuba, was not de-
livered to McReynolds. Instead he
received a communication from
the Post Office stating The Cru-
sader was being detained as “Com-
munist political propaganda.”

Williams, Negro leader from
Monroe, N.C., formerly published
The Newsletter in that city. When
he was forced to flee into exile
because of attempts on his life and
the now celebrated “kidnap”
frame-up, he continued publication
from Cuba. An irony of the situa-
tion is that both Williams and his
newsletter are targets of bitter
blasts from Communist Party pub-
lications.

The suit was prepared on Me-
Reynolds’ behalf by Melvin L.
Wulf, ACLU legal director, and
Nanette Dembitz, general counsel
of the New York CLU,

New York Panel Slated
On Negro Vote in "64

NEW YORK — A panel discus-
sion on *“The Negro Vote in '64 —
Where Is It Going?” will be held
at 116 University Place on Friday
night, Feb, 21 under the auspices
of the Militant Labor Forum.

The following speakers will par-
ticipate in the symposium:

Clifton DeBerry, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for president.

Marshall England, representa-
tive of New York CORE.

James Monsonis, representative
of the New York Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee.

Daniel Watts, editor of Liberator
magazine, representing the Man-
hattan Committee for an All Black
Freedom Now Party,

Following the presentations by
the speakers there will be a period
for discussion and questions for
the audience,
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THE SHARK AND THE SARDINE

Seek to Bury Panama’s Grievances in 0AS

By Jay Garnett

FEB. 7T — After almost four
weeks of haggling, the Organiza-
tion of American States has ‘“ac-
complished” nothing in the Pan-
ama-U.S. dispute.

Panama is demanding a rene-
gotiation of the 1903 treaty which
leased the Canal Zone to the U.S.
“in perpetuity.” The U.S., like a
true colonial master, refuses to
discuss the basic question, and
tries to lose it in the labyrinthine
channels of OAS grievance proce-
dures. The remaining OAS mem-
bers too are doing all they can to
dodge the issue, because they fear
to offend the mass sentiment in
their countries or the financial in-
terests of the U.S. by voting either
with the U.S, or Panama in a
showdown.

In 1947 the Shark made a treaty
with the Sardines, or as one writer
put it, “the Shark made a treaty
with himself.” The United States
sent Secretary of State George
Marshall to Rio de Janeiro; he
came back with the document that
laid the legal basis for the OAS
and forethe military “aid” pacts
that prop up unpopular govern-
ments throughout the Americas.

An article of the Rio Treaty
provides that the American States
shall confer when the indepen-
dence of one is threatened by an
aggression that is not an armed
attack or by any situation im-
periling hemispheric peace, Meas-
ures the OAS Council can take in-
clude the voting of sanctions —
ranging from a break in diplo-
matic relations to military meas-
ures — against a country found
guilty of aggression. (Washington
has tried to have these sanctions
invoked against Cuba.)

Shortly after the outbreak of
violence in the Canal Zone, Pan-
ama broke relations with the
United States. The Inter-American
Peace Committee then met to
“work out” the differences which
had arisen in the hemispheric
“family.” Almost from the start
Panama insisted that no fruitful
results could be expected unless
the United States would agree to
discuss a revision of the 1903
Canal treaty.

After more than two weeks of
meetings, Panama rejected a
vaguely worded statement in
which the U.S. had “hinted will-
ingness” to renegotiate the treaty.
Said one diplomat: “Our experi-
ence has been that whenever there
was ambiguous language, the
United States would always find a
loophole to get out of negotiating
a better treaty.”

Panama representative Miguel J.
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made warm friends.

crisis.

How Zonians Treat Panamanians

A group of wives and children of U.S. military personnel
evacuated from Panama were interviewed by Homer Bigart
in the Feb. 1 New York Times. They painted a quite unap-
pealing picture of the snobbish social structure of the U.S.
residents in the Canal Zone. “Some Zonians have lived there
for 20 or 30 years, cannot speak a word of Spanish, and treat
the Panamanians like scum,” said one army wife.

They themselves had been forced to live outside the Zone
where their husbands were stationed because the privileged
U.S. civilians took up most of the housing inside the 500
square mile Zone, the wives explained. But many were glad
of the experience because it had given them a knowledge and
understanding of the Panamanians, among whom they had

The Zonians, they said, had egged on the American high
school students during the flag incident which set off the

Moreno Jr. said, however, that if
no progress were made in the
Peace Committee, he would revive
the aggression charges against the
United States before the OAS
Council. A member of the Peace
Committee observed that it would
be ‘“a catastrophe for the Inter-
American system."”

On Jan. 31 Moreno charged the
United States with the “infamy of
deliberate armed aggression” in the
Canal Zone on Jan. 9 and 10 be-
fore the Council of the OAS. He
demanded hemispheric measures
to protect his country's security.

“We shall live under the con-
stant threat of an armed North
American attdack,” he said. “The
armed forces of the United States
are there in a state of alert to
halt the people of Panama in the
exercise of its rights.”

And he asked, “Can the sister
countries of America leave Pan-
ama abandoned to her own fate,
at the mercy of the will of a
power . . . that has demonstrated
that it is disposed not to recognize
the rights of the Panamanian na-
tion and, what is worse, to make
it submit by force?”

Behind the scenes the other
Latin nations tried to pressure
the Panamanian delegates to
“adopt a more conciliatory ap-
proach,” to accept the establish-
ment of a “fact-finding commit-
tee” to investigate the questions or
the appointment of a “neutral”
Latin American chairman over a
joint Washington-Panama commis-
sion. But Panama insisted on the
Rio Pact procedure: Stop the ag-
gression.

On Feb. 3 Washington played
its trump card. Mexico, the one
Latin American country which
still has a “liberal” image, came

Union Backing

out with a plan for the establish-
ment of a “special committee” to
find a “peaceful solution” to the
dispute. “Because of Mexico's in-
fluential position both with the
United States and Panama, the be-
lief [in U.S. circles] was that the
proposal would be accepted,” com-
mented one reporter.

But the hopes of the delegates
were torpedoed when Panama
vetoed the Mexican plan on Feb.
5, “Most Latin American govern-
ments,” noted the N.Y. Times, “are
always ready to mediate but abhor
the idea of becoming involved in
an investigation that must result
in the passing of judgment on the
attitudes of the United States.”

Ag the OAS proceedings droned
on, Panama chief delegate Aqui-
lino Boyd indicated the depth of his
people's impatience with the phony
OAS procedure. If the OAS came
up with nothing satisfactory soon,
he said, Panama would call for a
special session of the UN Security
Council. “Otherwise there will be
new explosions of popular feelings
and the whole status of the Canal
will have to be changed.”

Once upon a time, the Sardines
lined up at Punta del Este to
vote condemnation of one of their
brothers, because he had offended
the Shark with whom they had
made their ‘“sacred” treaty. That
Sardine had accused the Shark
of aggression. Now, another Sar-
dine faces the same lonely battle,
while his brother Sardines act no
more bravely than he had earlier.

But Fidel Castro, leader of that
first independent Sardine, pointed
out once that real life differs from
the fable: For Sardines, trans-
formed into prickly sea urchins,
can destroy the Shark who at-
tempts to eat them.

Brings Victory

In 70-Day Ceylon Port Strike

An important section of Ceylon’s
working class, organized in the
Ceylon Mercantile Union (whose
general secretary is Bala Tam-
poe, a leading figure of the Trot-
skyist Lanka Sama Samaja Par-
ty), emerged triumphant Jan, 20
after a protracted 70-day struggle.
This marked the first significant
victory of the organized working
class in Ceylon since the Banda-
ranaike government began operat-
ing its wage-freeze policy two
years ago.

Early in November some 1,500
employes of the nationalized Cey-
lon Port Cargo Corp (PCC) struck
for wage increases, such as had
been granted to all workers in the
commercial sector, and for in-
vestigation of certain government
appointees’ inflated salaries.

The PCC management and gov-
ernment refused to negotiate until
on Dec, 31 the 15,000 strong Cey-
lon Mercantile Union, to which
PCC employes belong, came out on
sympathy strike. But no agree-
ment could be reached.

The government then issued an
ultimatum that strikers must re-

turn to work by 8:30 a.m. on Jan.
11. The strikers unanimously re-
fused. The government alerted all
police stations, posted an army
guard at the radio station, and
requested the army to stand by in
case of emergency,

At this point several big unions,
including the Ceylon Trade Union
Federation, Ceylon Bank Em-
ployes’ Union, the Petrol Cor-
poration, Insurance Corporation,
and United Motor Workers Union
expressed complete solidarity with
the CMU and declared readiness
to defend it should the govern-
ment attempt to crush the strike.

The government then capitulat-
ed and the strike was ended. This
was the first time in Ceylon that
a general sirike was launched by
any section of the union move-
ment, not for their own demands,
but in support of a section of its
members. It is a demonstration
of the workers’ readiness to fight
the government’s wage-freeze po-
licy in face of steadily deteriorat-
ing economic conditions which
have brought the cost of living to
an all-time high.
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HARRIET TUBMAN (1820-1913). Commemorating Negro History

Week, we are offering a free 8x10 print of this picture with each
one-year subscription (new or renwal) to The Militant, Or, if you
prefer, you may select a print of Frederick Douglass, Sojourner
Truth or Nat Turner. A combination sub to The Militant and In-
ternational Socialist Review brings all four.

By Constance Weissman

Harriet Tubman was the great-
est heroine of a great age in Unit-
ed States history — that of the
Abolitionist movement. Born a
slave in 1820 on Maryland’s East-
ern Shore, she worked from the
age of five as a field hand. When
she was 15, in trying to protect
a fellow slave, she was severely
injured by the overseer, and hov-
ered on the edge of death for
many months, By the time she
was able to work again she had
determined to do something about
the suffering of the slaves,

“I had seen their tears and
sighs, and I had heard their
groans, and I would give every
drop of blood in my veins to free
them,"” she said.

She had long known of the
Underground Railroad, a network
of secret routes by which Negroes
escaped, helped by sympathizers
along the way. In 1849, she made
her way alone to free territory.
She immediately made plans to re-
turn and bring out her family and
other slaves. She became the most
famous conductor on the Under-
ground Railroad, guiding more
than 300 slaves to freedom. On
each one of her journeys, Harriet
had to travel 500 miles and cross
six states, Making her way
through swamps and forests, she
carried a gun and threatened to
shoot any passenger who thought
of surrender or attempted to turn
back. She never lost a passenger.
A reward of $40,000 (a huge sum
for that day) was offered for her
capture by the slaveowners, who

thought she was a man, because
the slaves talked about her as
“Moses.”

John Brown, who called her
“General Tubman,” confided to
her his plans for the freeing of
the slaves in Virginia, and she
helped him with her knowledge of
the terrain and information about
the Underground Railroad,

Once, on her way through Troy,
N.Y., she learned that a fugitive
slave had just been captured. At
once she aroused the Negro com-
munity. A huge crowd gathered in
front of the courthouse! When po-
lice tried to transfer the prisoner,
Harriet was the first to wrest him
from his captors. They rushed him
across the river and when he was
recaptured on the other side, she
and some other Negro women
again rescued him and started him
off successfully on the road to
Canada.

During the Civil War, Harriet
Tubman was attached to the Union
Army and besides acting as a
guide in guerrilla warfare, she
formed a spy service of freed
slaves which operated behind the
Conferedate lines. She also worked
as cook, laundress and nurse for
the troops,

After the war, Harriet Tubman
worked to establish schools for
freedmen and managed to finance
a home for poor and aged Negroes
in Auburn, New York. She died
there at the age of 93, after con-
ducting her own farewell services,
leading those at her bedside in the
singing of spirituals.
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The ‘Times’ Complains

About the Guban ‘Bullies’

By Art Preis

Is there anyone more detested on the block than the doting
mother who screams to high heaven when her big, fat, bullying
slob of a son— who's been picking on all the little kids — gets
his nose bloodied by some small, desperate urchin who decides it’s
better to stand on his feet and flail away than to whine for mercy
on his knees?

This may be a rather clumsy simile but it’s the best I could
think of to describe the complaining editorial of the Feb. 7. New
York Times on the action of the Cuban government in cutting
off the water supply to the U.S.-occupied Guantanamo naval base
until 38 Cuban fishermen seized by the U.S. Coast Guard are set
free. The U.S. turned them over to the Florida state authorities
who claim they violated a state law against foreigners fishing
within 20 miles of the state’s coast.

The part of the editorial that had me reaching for the bi-
carbonate of soda avers that “this procedure [cutting off the water
supply] ignores questions of right and wrong” and ‘“Moreover,
even supposing the United States is wrong, two wrongs would not
put things right.”

This piece of impudent hypocrisy, aside from the question of
the federal government acting as cop for Jim-Crow Florida, the
resort of millionaire sporting fishermen, ignores something less
abstract than the moral question of whether “two wrongs would
put things right.”

A Petty Reprisal

The seizure of the 38 fishermen to begin with was another
petty, mean reprisal by the mightiest capitalist military power
on earth against a tiny nation that has dared to set an economic
and political course at variance with the dictate of U.S. impe-
rialism.

But even more to the point, a fact that the loquacious New
York Times doesn’t even bother to mention, is what the hell right
has the U.S. to seize and hold by armed force a portion of Cuban
territory? That’s the real and only issue behind every other sec-
ondary question arising from the Guantanamo naval base.

From the beginning, more than 60 years ago, the U.S. occupa-
tion of Guantanamo has been an act of armed robbery, piracy, if
you please, just as the Castro government described the grabbing
of its four little fishing boats. And don’t tell me the Cubans
signed Guantinamo away in a treaty. There are blamed few
people who would not sign a check to “cash” for all they have in
the bank when there’s a loaded gun at their head.

But that’s only one aspect of the issue. I have re-read the
Times editorial most carefully and find no reference in it to the
“Jittle” facts about the U.S. trying to impose a world embargo on
Cuba or sneakily attempting an armed invasion of Cuba behind
the smokescreen of the Cuban refugees grown fat on U.S. bounty.

The U.S. can try to starve out and grind to submission a
small nation that acts independently and the Times doesn’t treat
us to any pious homilies about two wrongs not making a right.

The Times builds its reputation on the myth of sober, im-
partial, all-sided news coverage. This covers a mastery of hypo-
critical shadings that rival the color of a Picasso in painting. The
famous masthead slogan of the Times is “All the News That’s Fit
to Print.” It should read more accurately, “All the Hypocrisy
That’s Fitted to Print.”

Local Directory

BOSTON, Boston Labor Forum, 208 NEWAREK. Nuwu-k Lnbor Forum, Box
Huntington Ave.,, Room 200, 381, Newark, New J
Party an NEW YORK CITY. Militant Labor

Forum, 116 University Place. AL B5-7852.
OAKLAND-BERKELEY. Labor Book
Workers

Shop and Soclalist P , 5683
OLEVELAND. Eugene V. Debs Hall, 16th St., Oakland 12, Calif. T;“z-m'n.
lm 23, 5927 Tuclid Ave., Cleveland 3, If no answer call 261-5642.

PHILADELPHIA. Militant Labor Forum

3617 North Broad St,, Room 9,

S8AN FRANCISCO. Militant Labor l'br-
um meets second and fo
gonneler Book Store, 1488 Fulton Bt.

CHICAGO. Socialist Workers
L 302 South Canal St., Room no

Militant Labor Forum,
phone 174.

DETROIT. Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737
Woodward. ’rnmp)e 1-6135.

LOS ANOlLlB. Soclalist Workers Pnr—
70 East St. AN 9-4953 ST. LOUIB. Phone Main 1-2669. Ask for
Open 12 noon to 5 p.m. ddly Dick Clarke

and snmnd.ny
SAN DIEGO. San Diego Labor Forum,
MILWAUKEE. 150 E, Juneau Ave. P.O. Box 1581, San Dlei: For
labor and socialist Blm
MINNEAPOLIS, Socialist Workers Party Sun Books, 4708 College Ave.
nnd Labor Book Store, 704 Hennepin
Hall 240. FEderal 2-7781. Open 1 sumsssxsmn:.ubnq
b “p'?l‘ Mosday through Friday, Sat- (;Enl noonbsp.m.sat'\n'dvt
“lm.

Tele-

BOOK REVIEW

The Freedom Fight Is World-Wide

THE STONE FACE. By William Gard-
ner Smith., New York: Farrar
Strauss & Co., 213 pp. $4.50.

William Gardner Smith has writ-
ten another very fine and timely
novel (his first was the extreme-
ly moving Last of the Congue-
rors). This new novel, his third,
reveals that the author grasps the
world-wide scope of today’'s strug-
gle against oppression.

Simeon Brown, the novel’s
hero, is a young Negro artist who
learns that the face of the oppres-
sor is the same the world over.
The lesson commences with his
arrival in Paris — an exile de-
termined never to return to the

Judges Hedge
Previous Ruling
In SCEF Case

NEW ORLEANS, La. — A three-
judge federal court here has taken
the unusual action of changing its
opinion on the validity of Loui-
siana’s Subversive Activities and
Communist Control Law.

Two of the judges had previous-
ly held the law to be constitution-
al, but now they say the state
court should decide the issue first.
The third member of the court,
Judge John Minor Wisdom, had
declared the law unconstitutional.

The original majority opinion
had opened the way for state in-
dictment of two officers of the
Southern Conference Educational
Fund (SCEF), a civilrights or-
ganization based here.

Dr. James A. Dombrowski,
SCEF executive director; Benja-
min E, Smith, SCEF treasurer; and
Smith’s law partner, Bruce Walt-
zer, were indicted Jan., 29 on
charges of violating the subversive
activities law.

Several days later, U.S. Judges
E. Gordon West and Frank B. Ellis
vacated their action of Jan. 10 in
holding the law valid. They said
they will refrain from any action
“in advance of appropriate pro-
ceedings in the state courts at the
state level.”

Challenge Law

Dr. Dombrowski and SCEF had
challenged the law in the U.S.
Court after raids on homes and
offices of Dombrowski, Smith, and
Waltzer last Oct. 4. All three were
arrested at that time but a state
judge dismissed the charges three
weeks later,

The judge said there was no
evidence to support the charges.
He also declared that records had
been seized from SCEF’s offices
illegally.

The Louisiana Un-American
Activities Committee (LUAC),
which had instigated the raids,
then turned the records over to
U.S. Senator James O. Eastland of
Mississippi.

Eastland, as chairman of the
Senate Internal Security Subcom-
mittee, ordered the records moved
out of Louisiana into Mississippi
and then to Washington. This was
done while a suit was pending in
U.S. Court to have them returned.

Will Be Questioned

Eastland is scheduled to be ques-
tioned about this by SCEF’s at-
torneys in Washington within the
next few days. The attorney for
the Eastland subcommittee, Julien
G. Sourwine, has already admitted
several unusual procedures in ob-
taining the records.

SCEF and Dombrowski have
sued Eastland for $500,000 and re-
turn of the records. The question-
ing of Eastland will be in connec-
tion with this suit.

Meantime, Dombrowski, Smith,
and Waltzer are free under bond
awaiting trial. The charge against
Waltzer results from his member-
ship in the National Lawyers
Guild.

racist U.S., continues through his
shattering experiences in France,
and culminates in his decision to
return to America prepared to
take his place in the mounting
struggle of the American Negro.

As a young boy, Simeon had
lost an eye at the hands of a vi-
cious racist youth. The cold face
of this maniac haunted him all
through his youth. He saw this
face everytime he was confronted
by humiliating prejudice. He saw
this stone face on the cop who
beat him senseless because he
wouldn’t answer to the name Joe
Louis. He saw it on a sailor who
threatened him because he was
having a drink with a white wom-
an, He realized that unless he left
the country he would kill the
next stone face and he didn’t want
to die for an act that would ac-
complish so little,

In Paris, for the first time he
begins to breathe freely. His whole
being responds to his acceptance
by the French and other Eu-
ropeans. Private clubs, good re
staurants and hotels are open to
him. People walk and talk freely
with him — even the authorities
treat him as a human being.

He is just beginning to thaw
out when he goes through a
traumatic experience involving a
young Algerian man, a French girl
and himself. The three are hauled
before the police and Simeon dis-
covers that the Algerians are the
black men of France. The police
make derogatory remarks about
the Algerian but treat Simeon with
great respect. The Algerian is
locked up without being allowed
to say a word in his own defense.
Later when they meet this Al-
gerian calls him “white man.”

Life had become so pleasant for
him. He was writing silly articles
for an American magazine. He had
a French girl friend whom he
loved. He was eating and living
in fine style. But he searches out
the Algerian community and dis-
covers that the Algerians live and

MOVIE REVIEW

are treated in the same way as
Negroes in the U.S. He learns the
truth about the Algerians’ war for
independence and of the tremend-
ous sacrifices the Algerians in
Paris were making for this strug-
gle. He becomes close friends with
them.

His friends in Paris, many of
them American Negroes, try to
discourage him. Some repeat the
same prejudiced remarks whites
make about Negroes in the U.S.
Others are too afraid and embar-
rassed even to discuss the ques-
tion, His key to a private club is
taken away because he brings his
Algerian friends there for dinner.

Finally comes the moment of
truth. He participates in a dem-
onstration of the Algerians and
sees a policeman beating a woman
who is holding a child. He flings
himself on the cop whose face he
recognizes as the same stone face
which had haunted him all those
years in the United States,

The stone face can even be
black, he realizes, when he sees a
photo of laughing Congolese offi-
cials announcing the death of
Lumumba.

He decides to return to the U.S,,
when he sees a picture of the
little black girl walking to school
in Little Rock, surrounded by the
vicious, taunting crowd. He must
return to fight the stone face, as
his Algerian friends were doing,
where he could do so most effec-
tively.

The story is fast moving and the
characters are all true to life.

—Ethel Block

OQur Rational Society

Millions of people in the world
may go hungry but showman Bil-
ly Rose has been “earning” $9,000
an hour recently. That is, his
stocks in AT&T and other corpor-
ations brought a profit of $4 mil-
lion since Oct. 15 or $9,000 for
every hour the Stock Exchange
was open.

Dr. Strangelove

DR. STRANGELOVE or: How 1
LEARNED TO STOoP WORRYING AND
Love THE BomB. A Columbia
Pictures release. Produced and
directed by Stanley Kubrick.
Screenplay by Kubrick, Peter
George and Terry Southern.

Stanley Kubrick’s new film, Dr.
Strangelove, is providing an im-
pressive theater attendance with
90 minutes of superb satire in the
tradition of Jonathan Swift.

The subject of this devastating
humor is the so-called ‘‘power
structure”; the film accurately ex-
poses the morbid clever-idiocy of
the political-military bureaucracies
who seem to hold the existence of
the human race in their hot little
hands. The film destroys the
myth of “national security”; its
central and recurring theme is:
the “security” of the military-po-
litical bureaucracy is the greatest
cause for the insecurity of the hu-
man race.

Satire of this kind is not a
vehicle for great artistic achieve-
ments in script, acting or cinema-
tography — Rabelais is a master
of the subject of sexual mores,
but is incapable of exploring the
subject of love. The hallmark of
great satire is craftsmanship and
appropriateness of subject matter,
By these standards Dr. Strange-
love is superb,

Peter Sellers is, of course, a
master of the craft of cinematic
satire; his performance in three
leading roles is a remarkable feat.
The supporting roles played by
Sterling Hayden, George Scott,
Keenan Wynn and Slim Pickens
have that quality of style which
made the late Charles Laughton’s
speech, “Mr. Christian . . .” a part

of the American popular culture;
their passages give life to the nar-
rative and are quotable and re-
portable,

— Lynn Marocus
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INDIANS INTENSIFY LAND STRUGGLE

Peru Gov’t Imposes Maial Law in Guzco

By Steve Graham

FEB. 12 — As Peru’s millions
of impoverished Indians continue
to press their demand for land,
the “moderate” government of
President Belainde Terry has
taken a step back from its policy
of reform and concession. It de-
clared martial law Feb. 5 in the
province of Cuzco, after a big
clash between peasant squatters
and police near the town of Si-
cuani.

Military and police forces have
taken control of the province; 200
“assault police” have been flown
in from Lima, the Peruvian cap-
jtal; and over 50 leaders of peas-
ant, student and workers’ organ-
izations have been arrested.

The battle near Sicuani was ty-
pical of the land occupations —
akin to sit-down strikes — which
have been gaining momentum for
nearly a year, Indian peasants —
police estimated 8,000 — occupied
a number of large estates and 14
flour mills. Police moved in to
evict them.

N.Y. Times correspondent in
Lima, Edward C. Burks on Feb,
7 described the battle as follows:
“Ragged, landhungry Indians
marched onto private farms shout-
ing, ‘Tierra o mauerte’ (land or
death). The fighting started when
several score of policemen tried
to dislodge several thousand In-
dians from 14 mills in the farm
region near Sicuani.”

The Indians defended their posi-
tions with stones and sling-shots.
Police said they first used tear
gas but finally “had to shoot to
kill,” Police killed at least 19;
some reports put the number at
22; 41 persons were injured, in-
cluding 17 Indian women,

Organize Unions

Peasant efforts to occupy land
found organized form about a
year ago. Under the leadership of
Trotskyist Hugo Blanco, peasant
unions were formed in the valleys
of La Convencién and Lares, Last
summer Blanco and 60 other union
leaders were arrested by the
Peruvian military and are still
being held without trial on charges
that could mean death. Student,
worker and peasant organizations
and political parties in Peru have
called for their release, Similar ap-
peals have come from all over the
world.

Despite the arrest of their lead-
ers, the peasants have managed to
hold some lands they had claimed.
The military junta, which pre-
ceded this regime, created a
land-reform institute that first set
to work in La Convencién valley.
Its main function was to guaran-
tee payments to those landlords
who had lost their lands.

Shortly after the inauguration of
President Belaiinde last July, land
occupations occurred on a mass
scale in the provinces of Cerro de
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PERUVIAN PEASANT LEADER. Hugo Blanco (second from left,

standing) with fellow peasant union members. Blanco left univer-
sity studies to form peasant unions among Peru’s oppressed Que-
chua-speaking Indians. Unions led by Blanco began dividing large
estates in La Convencion Valley. He was jailed and is being held

on trumped-up charges.

Pasco and Junin. Belatinde person-
ally tried to persuade peasant lead-
ers to hold off for a year while
he passed an agrarian reform law,
He then rushed such a bill before
the Peruvian Congress, calling it
the “last dike” against land oc-
cupations.

Belatinde aimed to roll with the
punch, to legalize and limit peas-
ant take-overs and provide com-
pensation to landlords. He hoped
to stem the tide without mass
repressions which might provoke
guerrilla warfare with its unfore-
seeable consequences.

Big landowners, however, op-
posed the land-reform bill. They
advocated bloody suppression. Be-
latinde’s bill was stalled in con-
gress by the majority coalition of
conservative parties — that of
former dictator general Odria and
the one-time “leftist” APRA party.

A representative of the Sheep
Raisers’ Association, an organiza-
tion of big proprietors, blamed the
outbreak of land seizures on the
government's ‘kid-glove’ handling
of peasants. Ex-dictator Odria sup-
ported the charge. The Odristas
and APRA, it was reported,
planned to join with the land-
owners to form a conservative
front to control the economy and
oppose Belatunde’s reform schemes.

Meanwhile, peasant land occupa-
tions continued, both in Cuzco and
Ayacucho in the south and in the
far-north province of Piura. In
Piura in mid-January some 12,000
Indians occupied six estates (57,
000 acres), their claims to which
date from colonial times.

Faced with the continuing land
occupations, landlords put no faith
in Belatunde’s reform maneuvers.
“In the explosive department .of
Cuzco,” said the December His-
panic American Report, the land-
owners' association “accused the
government of failure to protect
private property and demanded
that the ‘Communist element’ be
kept from agitating among the
peasants.”

Military Reinforcements?

“Since demands for additional
military reinforcements went un-
heeded landowners in the depart-
ment of Cuzco began forming self-
protection leagues. They also re-
cruited members from all sectors
of society to organize anti-Com-
munist groups to break up peasant
unions.”

Late in December, on the oc-
casion of a clash similar to the
recent one in Sicuani, the conserv-
ative coalition voted no confidence
in Belatinde's prime minister, forc-
ing him to appoint a new one,

This kind of conservative pres-
sure has now forced Belainde to
impose martial law and open a
witch-hunt against the peasant
unions of Cuzco. Only three

months ago, Belatinde replied to
the ‘kid-gloves’ charge by saying
that his government “would ex-
ercise its authority without bullets
and without pitting Peruvian
against Peruvian.”

Belatunde’s new premier, Lopez
Aldana, tries to straddle the pol-
icies of suppression and reform.
According to a recent news re-
port he admits that peasants
barely subsist on earnings of a
few cents a day, yet he says “com-
munist agitators” are taking ad-
vantage of the Indians' misery.

The following description from
the November Hispanic American
Report gives some idea who these
“communist agitators” really are
and how much they — unlike the
government officials — are doing
for the peasants.

Students Speak Quechua

“Some volunteer Quechua-speak-
ing University of Cuzco students,
pledged to a common front of stu-
dents, peasants and workers and
promoting the slogan ‘land or
death,’ were teaching language
fundamentals and organizational
techniques for effective peasant
unions. Government literacy per-
sonnel, often unable to speak ade-
quate Quechua, were not having
as much success and complained
that they had not received their
salaries.”

Student leaders at Cuzco Uni-
versity, including Alejandro Oli-
vera Vila, president of the student
federation there, were among
those arrested in the current
round-up.

In the Feb. 6 and 7 N.Y. Times,
Edward C. Burks, that paper’s cor-
respondent in Peru, describes the
condition of the Indians as fol-
lows:

“Today’s miserable Indian walks
bowed with incredibly heavy loads
and sullen look. Now the airplane,
the transistor radio, the various
modern articles in the stores and
the contact with the growing
stream of American tourists are
making him aware of his low sta-
tion in life . . .” .

“Until now the government has
been extremely reluctant to act
against the Indian peasants, But
both landholders and government
officials are now accusing Commu-
nists of deliberately trying to
cause chaos and hatred and of
having no real interest in land re-
form. On the other hand, indepen-
dent observers note a tendency of
national and regional officials to
blame everything on Communists.

“These observers point out that
angry Indians may in most cases
be led by extreme leftist fire-
brands, but note that they have
long struggled to obtain land or to
recover land they consider their
own.”

Louis Shoemaker Dies at 75;
Was Long-Time Socialist

Louis Shoemaker, veteran so-
cialist and a charter member of
the Socialist Workers Party, died
at the age of 75 in Perkasie, Pa,,
Feb. 1.

Born in Philadelphia April 22,
1888, he was apprenticed at the
age of 16 as a machinist. He
worked at this trade as a man
and was a member of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists.
When, however, he began to have
more and more trouble with his
eyes he decided to become a farm-
er and moved with his family to
the country.

During the presidential election
of 1908, he heard the Socialist
Party candidate Eugene V. Debs
speak. That started him off on a
life time of socialist activity.

The Socialist Party of Pennsyl-
vania ran him as its candidate for
Congress in Bucks and Lehigh
Counties.

In 1938, the left wing of the So-
cialist Party was expelled and
constituted itself as the Socialist
Workers Party. Louis Shoemaker
was then a member of the Quaker-
town branch of the Socialist Party
which had declared for the left
wing and was thus expelled. He
participated enthusiastically in the
founding of the SWP and re-
mained a devoted member of it for
the rest of his life.

As recently as the 1958 elec-
tions he was on the SWP ticket as
candidate for Secretary of Internal
Affairs (a Pennsylvania office
comparable to Secretary of State

« « . Club-Happy

(Continued from Page 1)

ed police headquarters with such
signs as “CORE Charges Police
Brutality,” “Where Were You On
Murray Hill?” and one directed
against “subversive squad” head,
Sergeant John Ungvary who stood
idly by as ministers were shoved,
hit and spat on by racists at Brett
and Memorial Schools the week
before. This sign read: “J. Edgar
Ungvary Subversive of the
Year,”

At a hearing, Police Prosecutor
Richard Matia complained that
the trial date of March 18 set by
Judge Brennan was too far off.
Attorney Tolliver pointed out that
one of his clients, Mrs. Myrick,
might have to be hospitalized and
would not be available for early
trial. Tolliver added: “Cleveland’s
Police Department should be on
trial and not these five demon-
strators.”

Ungvary and the local news-
papers tried to red-bait the United
Freedom Movement’s campaign to
end segregation patterns in Cleve-
land’s schools. Several UFM and
NAACP members and supporters
in the demonstrations and picket
lines were said to have been
subpoenaed in past years by the
House Un-American Activities
Committee. One of the pickets at
the police station was “exposed”
as having been in the Communist
Party some 30 years ago. A mem-
ber of the UFM Steering Com-
mittee, Baxter Hill, Jr., who is
also head of a local civil-rights
group, Defenders of Rights, said:

“I am not a Communist but if
any Communists are dedicated to
our cause they are welcome.” Hill
made this statement as he was
picketing outside of Central Police
Station with representatives of
UFM, Hazeldell Parents, CORE
and others. He described one dem-
onstrator charged by police and
labeled in the newspapers as a
“professional picket,” as “just a
follower, not a leader of our dem-
onstrations.”

Indignation was widespread over
the brutality against civil-rights
fighters in contrast to the police's
complete failure to make any ar-
rests during the racist violence on
Murray Hill the previous week.
At a UFM rally at Cory Meth-
odist Church Feb. 5, Rev. Paul

Louis Shoemaker

elsewhere). As candidate he direct-
ed his attention towards elaborat-
ing a program which would appeal
to working farmers.

He was a tall, quiet-spoken, re-
served man. When he did speak
it was with well-chosen words and
to the point. He had a remarkable
instinct for the correct revolution-
-ary socialist position on interna-
tional, national and internal party
matters, The purity of his motives
and his ability to think clearly won
him the respect of comrades,
friends and neighbors,

His death is a sad loss not only
to wife and children but to all his
political comrades,

(leveland Cops

Younger called for a federal in-
vestigation and detailed an eye-
witness account of the brutal con-
duct of the police. He also called
for the formation of a citizens’
review board to police the activi-
ties of the police,

The Cleveland chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union
on Feb. 6 called for an immediate
investigation of police action dur-
ing the local school-integration
crisis. The statement said in part:

“It is reported that at Brett,
Memorial and Murray Hill schools
last week the police failed to pro-
tect peaceful integrationists
against the violence of opposing
mobs. The Constitution requires
that peaceful protest be protected
by whatever means are required,
including such force as is neces-
sary, no more.

Needless Violence

“On the other hand, this week
when the integrationists staged a
sit-in demonstration at the Cleve-
land Board of Education, engag-
ing in civil disobedience, courting
arrest to dramatize their protest,
the police not only arrested and
removed the demonstrators, which
we do not doubt was the duty of
the police, but in the course of
doing so are reported to have com-
mitted unnecessary violence, seem-
ingly taking punishment into their
own hands.

“It is not the function of police
to punish, but only to protect and
arrest. Force beyond what is neces-
sary is intolerable.

“Police should be, like our Con-
stitution, color-blind, and all per-
sons should be protected against
unlawful violence, even ‘trouble-
makers.”

The school board is to meet Feb.
10 to implement its promise to the
UFM this past week to afford pu-
pils transported from overcrowded
schools the opportunity to par-
ticipate in all student activities
in the receiving schools. The Ha-
zeldell Parents Association, from
the area most directly involved,
accepted the settlement offered by
the school board. Most local civil-
rights leaders, while viewing this
as a partial victory, recognize that
it is just the first step toward end-
ing patterns of segregation in
Cleveland'’s public schools.
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SOUTH AFRICAN STRUGGLE DEEPENS

Racists Seek to Frame Negro Scholar

By Jay Garnett

While the chasm between the
apartheid policies of the South
African Nationalist regime and
the ever-stronger freedom senti-
ments of the African peoples in-
creases, the Afrikaner tyranny has
increased its persecution of all
domestic critics.

A recent and important case is
that of Dr. Neville Edward Alex-
ander, one of South Africa’s most
distinguished black scholars, who
— with ten others — is on trial
in Cape Town on a “main charge”
of “conspiring to overthrow the
government by means of violent
revolution, guerrilla warfare, and
sabotage.”

Three “alternative” charges
have been entered ggainst the de-
fendants. The first charge is based
on the same allegation as is the
main charge; the other two
charges come under the notorious
Suppression of Communism Act
which equates efforts for racial
equality with Communism, The in-
dictment claims that the defen-
dants furthered the aims of Com-
munism or incited others to do so
by devising or supporting a doc-
trine or scheme which aimed at
bringing about a political, social
or economic change in South Af-
frica by the promotion of disorder.
The penalty can be up to the death
sentence.

Dr. Alexander, who received his
Ph, D. in Tiibingen, West Ger-
many, in 1961, was widely ad-
mired by his fellow students there.
Great indignation has been
aroused in Germany by his arrest,

The Confederation of German
Students, the self-governing stu-
dent bodies of four major German
universities, the big German trade

union of metal workers, the IG-
Metall, have publicly protested
his arrest. Several groups sought
to raise money in order to get him
released from prison on bond.

His German colleagues recall his
words at a seminar on the develop-
ing countries which Alexander
gave in 1961, and they cannot be-
lieve that the charges against him
are justified.

He had spoken of the history-
consciousness of the African.
“Only renunciation of revenge,
only the placing of oneself in the
service of history can render un-
necessary the apocalyptic image of
mutual destruction and race
murder,” he said. “The realization
of the African’s freedom the nega-
tion of subjective ideas of suprem-
acy of one race on the historical
plane, is the African’s necessary
contribution, in my opinion, to the
ensuring of peace and the consci-
ous history of modern man.”

Now the African is awakening,
Alexander had told them. '“The
giant is breaking his chains, and
the white man is beginning to
realize the Lilliputian character of
his selfishness. Those of them who
cannot deny themselves their
privileges tremble and suffer anx-
jety for their parasitical exist-
ence.”

Having declined professorships
at several African universities, he
informed the Cape Town Colored
University that he could not accept
the racist policies and education
techniques of South Africa. In-
stead, he worked until his arrest
as a simple teacher of German
and history at the High School
for Coloreds in Cape Town.

In the middle of last summer,
at the same time that 18 funec-

tionaries of the banned African
National Congress were seized, he
was arrested at his parents’ home
in Cape Town. He was “interro-
gated” for 76 days without coun-
sel.

All the defendants are colored.

According to the Deputy-Attor-
ney General, “The State will at-
tempt to prove that all of the ac-
cused belong to the Yu Chi Chan
Club (YCCC), also called the Na-
tional Liberation Front, whose ob-
jects are to overthrow the Govern-
ment . .

The “conspiracy” supposedly oc-
curred at meetings held by this
organization. Part of this consisted
of seeking to raise funds through
the “South African Students’ Bur-
sary and Loan Fund.”

According to the testimony of
the prosecution’s first witness, the
policeman who had arrested Al-
exander, the defendants had been
arraigned on the basis of litera-
ture found at his home.

The following books were hand-
ed in as exhibits, many of them
to be read into the court record:
Mao Tse-tung’s Strageic Problems
in the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla
War and Yu Chi Chan Guerrilla
Warfare; The Paris Commune by
Lenin; two copies of a book Par-
tisan Warfare, a German newspa-
per; and several booklets, reports,
and pamphlets, a number of them
allegedly having to do with the
activities of the National Libera-
tion Front.

Che Guevara's Guerrilla War-
fare was.read into the record. It
was, according to one witness,
found in the home of defendant
Don Davis, who ‘“was a preacher
in our church, the Assembly of
God.” Another witness testified

World Events

Kids 'Surprise’ TV-man

“Soviet children are not con-
vinced that Communism will pre-
vail by war, but will because it
is right . .

“Ask Soviet children to name
the greatest men in history, and
the first one named is Lenin, Ask
them the greatest living men and
they answer with XKhrushchev,
which is to be expected, and then
— surprising to me — they name
Fidel Castro. They look on him
as a hero because he is spreading
Communism to the Western
world.”

These were among the observa-
tions of television producer Jules
Power, who spent five weeks in
the Soviet Union, filming children
in all aspects of their life and in-
terviewing some 600. Power will
present a two-part documentary
about Soviet children on his TV
show, “Discovery,” Feb, 23 and
March 1.

Bonus for Algeria Farms

Peasants on Algeria’s national-
ized farms are to receive a ‘“sym-
bolic” share of over-all 1963 pro-

fits, President Ben Bella an-
nounced Feb. 7. Workers on pro-
fit-making farms would get bonus
payments of about $46; those on
the minority of unprofitable farms
would still get about $22, because
— Ben Bella emphasized — fail-
ure to earn a profit in the first
year was not their fault.

The payment constitutes a
“stinging refutation of the detrac-
tors of socialism,” Ben Bella said,
— an answer to critics of the self-
management committees that have
taken over some seven million
acres of former French and Al
gerian-owned lands.

Housing Fight in Jamaica

Squatters who put up shacks in
the “Kingston Pen” area of the
Jamaican capital of Kingston have
been fighting attempts by Prime
Minister Bustamente’s government
to drive them from their dwellings.
The government ‘‘slum-clearance”
scheme apparently serves as a con-
venient means of political victim-
ization. The poor people of the
area voted heavily against the gov-
ernment party in the last election.
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A politician was heard to threaten
to have their homes bulldozed be-
cause they voted for the oppos-
ing party.

Originally the 3,600 settlers of
Kingston Pen were told to move
by Sept, 30. When they refused,
bulldozers were brought in to start
clearing away shacks. The settlers
replied with a demonstration Oct.
4, which drew attention to their
struggle. The daily press took note
of it for the first time and printed
citizens’ views sympathetic to the
settlers.

The government retreated, ex-
tending to Jan. 15 the date for
settlers to vacate. The government
also altered its scheme, now pro-
viding for three stages, instead of
clearing the entire area all at once.
This partially recognized demands
of the protesting settlers. Other
demands are that settlers be re-
housed and that settlers in the
area being cleared get top priority
in jobs provided by the clearance
program,

At the same time the govern-
ment has taken measures against
the Unemployed Workers Coun-
cil, whose militant participation in
the settlers’ struggle the author-
ities apparently wish to stop. Po-
lice barred the Council from hold-
ing public meetings in the area for
more than a month and Nharassed
known leaders of the Council who
had been in the area. It was the
work of the Council in exposing
the government’s aim that led to
the successful Oct. 4 protest.

Second Latin Youth Parley
The Second Latin American
Youth Congress will be held March
9-13 in Santiago, Chile. Five hund-
red delegates are expected to at-
tend. National committees in each
country are preparing for the con-
gress whose main theme will be
the liberation of Latin America.
The First Congress was held in
Havana, Cuba, in summer 1960.

RACIST BUTCHERY. Scene from infamous Sharpeville, South

Africa, massacre March 21 and 22, 1960 where cops admitted to
killing 72 and wounding 148 when they opened machine-gun fire
on unarmed demonstrators during two-day protest against apar-

theid.

that Davis had said the whites
had a laboratory at Cape Town in
whi¢h they destroyed colored ba-
bies.

The defense counsel sought to
show that Davis had spoken about
two different matters: 1) a lab-
oratory at Cape Town and 2) the
high rate of deaths among col-
ored children due to malnutrition
and gastro-enteritis.

On Nov, 20 the government put
a witness on the stand, who later
admitted under cross-examination
being a paid police spy. He
claimed that Alexander had come
to his home July 8 and given him
a bundle of pamphlets “about Cu-
ba.”

The government continues with
its array of stool pigeons and “ex-
perts.” One such “expert,” on
“South African non-European pol-
itics,” held that guerrilla warfare

and violence are “quite inapplic-
able” in a “modern couniry.” He
said he felt Dr. Alexander was
under the influence of “European
political thought” and admired the
type of struggle conducted in Al-
geria. He felt it was clear that Dr.
Alexander ‘“had a group going
that was fascinated by black na-
tionalism.”

Whatever the political views of
the defendants may be, it is clear
they are victims of a witchhunt
designed to extinguish all thoughts
frowned upon by the Verwoerd
government and to imprison all
those who read literature banned
by this quasi-fascist regime.

Everyone concerned about dem-
ocratic rights in the world today
must help spread the facts about
South  Africa’s thought-control
laws and the crucifixion of polit-
ical opposition.

Detroit-Area Students Hear
Morgan on "Sedition” Case

The speaking tour of Tom Mor-
gan, Bloomington student defen-
dant, is continuing to alert Mid-
west campuses to the issues of
the Indiana “subversion’ case.

Morgan — along with Ralph
Levitt and James Bingham, his
fellow officers in the Young So-
cialist Alliance chapter at Indiana
University — was indicted last
July on trumped-up charges of as-
sembling to advocate the violent
overthrow of the federal and In-
diana state governments.

Morgan drew a responsive au-
dience at the University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor Jan. 29. A gen-
erous collection for the defense
was taken up and some 30 people
volunteered to help with the work
of a local chapter of the defense
committee.

The previous night, Morgan
spoke at Michigan State Univer-
sity. He is scheduled to speak also
at Wayne State University in De-
troit. Over 20 Wayne State fac-
ulty members have become spon-
sors of the national Committee to
Aid the Bloomington Students,
which is raising funds for the de-
fense and publicizing the civil-lib-
erties issues in the case.

Last October, the Wayne Fed-
eration of Teachers, Local 1295 of
the American Federation of Teach-
ers, passed a resolution condemn-
ing the indictment of the three
Bloomington students.

Meanwhile, ACTION, the liberal
student party at Carleton College
in Minnesota declared in the civil-
liberties plank of its platform that

it supports “the Carleton Commit-
tee to Aid the Bloomington Stu-
dents in their fight for academic
freedom. We support all efforts to
have the Indiana Anti-Communist
Act of 1951 and similar legislation
declared unconstitutional.”

The issue of the constitutionality
of the McCarthy-era law under
which Tom Morgan, Ralph Levitt-
and James Bingham were indicted
last July, will be argued in a
Bloomington court March 20. The
defense attorneys — constitutional
authority Leonard B. Boudin and
trial lawyer Daniel T. Taylor III
— have filed a8 motion to quash
the indictment on the ground that
the law is unconstitutional. This
will be the first test of the law’s
constitutionality.

Two U.S. Supreme Court pre-
cedents point to its unconstitution-
ality. In the case of Pennsylvania
vs. Nelson (1956), a state sedition
act comparable to Indiana’s was
ruled unconstitutional on the
grounds that existing federal le-
gislation pre-empted any such state
laws. In the Yates case (1957),
the Supreme Court ruled that ad-
vocacy of the violent overthrow
of the government as an abstract
doctrine, rather than as an incite-
ment to action, is protected by the
guarantees of the First Amend-
ment, Hence such a sedition law
as Indiana’s should be unconstitu-
tional.

Contributions for the defense or
inquiries about the case should
be sent to: Committee to Aid the
Bloomington Students, P.O. Box
213 Cooper Station, New York,
N.Y. 10003.
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[This column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of
general interest to our readers.
Please keep your letters under
400 words, Writers’ initials will be
used, names being withheld unless
authorization is given for use.]

A U.S. Concentration Camp

Indianapolis, Ind.

David Brinkley’s Journal, a reg-
ular TV feature, had an informa-
tive program on Feb. 2 called,
“Our Man on the Mississippi.” It
was a travelogue about life on

10 YEARS AGO

IN THE MILITANT
“Only direct U.S. military in-

tervention, including large-scale
use of American troops, can now
prevent defeat for French im-
perialisnts bloody eight-year at-
tempt to seize Indo-China and en-
slave its people. A new offensive
by the 500,000-man independence
army of Ho Chi Minh's Vietminh
republic is sweeping across the
province of Laos, in Western Indo-
China, and simultaneously retak-
ing new territory in widespread
areas throughout the rest of the
country.

“Last Jan, 4, Joseph Alsop of
the N.Y. Herald Tribune reported
from Paris that the position of the
French in Indo-China was ‘highly
precarious’ and that ‘the turbulent
currents of French political opin-
ion’ reflected ‘a strong impulse to
escape from the long and seeming-
ly hopeless Indo-Chinese war at
almost any price.’

“The brutal assault on Indo-
China has continued largely at the
insistence of Wall Street’s govern-
ment in Washington. However,
not even the recent shipments to
Indo-China of more than a billion
dollars of new U.S, military equip-
ment — plus at least 200 Amer-
ican air force technicians and
flyers, as it has now leaked out
— have been able to turn the tide
for the French invaders.” — Feb.
15, 1954,

20 YEARS AGO

“A moralist would forgive the
action of the original Uncle Tom
on the grounds of his ignorance of
the methods of political struggle.
No one can forgive the 'modern
type whose role becomes the more
vicious when we realize that ac-
cording to past experiences he
should be entirely conscious of the
uselessness of this type of action.
There is not one single instance
in history of the Uncle Tom policy
accomplishing any material good
for the masses of the people, The
final solution of the problem of
chattel slavery of the Negroes was
accompanied by a Civil War. If we
could forget that event, we still
do not have to look far to see that
militancy and radicalism instead of
appeasement are what pay off in
results.

“For example, Roosevelt, the
‘humanitarian,’ although repeated-
ly receiving Negro support, only
once moved his hand to do any-
thing to erase the injustices per-
petrated upon this minority. That
was when he issued Order 8802,
the FEPC. This was a direct move
to stall off the projected March On
Washington, the only occasion dur-
ing this period when Negroes had
actually planned and threatened
the government with militant ac-
tion. As further proof that the
militant method was responsible
for the FEPC we need only re-
view its record since the March
was called off by Randolph. At
first hailed as a measure that ‘had
teeth in it, it has since been open-
1y defied by employers in both the
North and the South. These facts
are known to all.” — Feb. 19, 1844,

America’s most important river.
Included was a matter-of-fact
description of life in Plaguemine
Parish in Louisiana, the fief of
the notorious political boss and
segregationist, Leander Perez.

NBC showed the American pub-
lic the newly constructed concen-
tration camp, built by the Parish
to “house” all civil-rights dem-
onstrators, Those who protest
against segregation there are
taken, in a special boat, to this
prison which can only be reached
by water since the land approaches
ar snake-filled swamps.

To be absolutely “safe,”” the
racists have surrounded the camp
with electrically charged barbed
wire., The cells themselves are
actual dungeons, built below
ground, as part of a pre-Civil
War fortress.. NBC calmly ex-
plained that cattle can’t live in
this area because of the density of
insect life. But, fit indeed for
Louisiana’s Negro citizens.

The final “treat” is a lecture by
Perez, the architect of this U.S.
version of Dachau, He tells Brink-
ley and the TV audience that his
motivation and prime concern is
to fight the threat of “communist
subversion and infiltration.”

U.S. “justice” and “anti-com-
munism” of the Southern variety
— these film clips should be made
widely available for their educa-
tional value.

Reader

The American Indian
New York, N. Y.

As a member of the Socialist
Workers Party, I would like to
comment on the letter by J.C. in
your Feb. 10 issue about the
SWP’s announcement of its 1964
presidential ticket not mention-
ing the plight of the American
Indian. While the SWP has not
yet issued its 1964 platform, there
is no question that the brutality
of the white power structure
toward the U.S. Indians should
be attacked in such a program.

The reason for the oversight in
the original announcement lies in
the fact, I think, that the SWP
leaders and members are so over-
burdened by work and involve-
ment during these days of upturn
in the class struggle (which can
be seen most clearly in the civil-
rights field) that only what seemed
to be the most pressing issues
were dealt with.

The SWP is stretched thin in
trying to keep up with all the
developments on the scene and
could use a great deal of help
from readers of The Militant in
carrying on its work. If J.C. would,
like to agree with us 100 per cent
instead of 99 per cent, he should
join our ranks and pitch in. Then
he would have the opportunity not
only to add a point on Indians to
our election program, but could
assist in shaping a special socialist
program around the Indian “prob-
lem.” He would find a ready as-
sistant in this in myself, a life-
long admirer of the Indian who
likes to think he has some Indian
blood in him.

Like the Negro, the Indian is
ghettoized — on reservations —
and therefore has a united way to
act against the white exploiter.
But Indians have the advantage
of not only having race conscious-
ness, but also tribal consciousness
which is an even deeper factor in
contributing to unity in fighting
the common enemy. Added to this

is that the Indians are “natural
socialists,” not having developed
capitalist concepts of property,
These factors, despite the numer-
ical weakness of the Indians,
should contribute toward the ra-
pid development of (modern) so-
cialist consciousness among In-
dians, and convert them into a
strong section of the vanguard of
oppressed people that will help
lead the white gnd black working
masses to socialist consciousness
in turn.
George Payne

A Bargain
Millbrook, N.J.
Thanks for your letter with the
offer for the special renewal rate.
I am enclosing $3 for a regular
one-year renewal which I think
is cheap enough considering how
your paper covers and interprets
the most important news. Good

luck.

8.0.

Police Wiretapping
Minneapolis, Minn,
The Duluth, Minnesota, police
have announced the purchase of
wiretapping, eavesdropping and
recording equipment to be used in
the city jail. Their stated aim is to
use this equipment to coerce pris-
oners during and after incarcera-
tion. The City Council has au-

thorized the purchase.
This would allow the cops to

gather “evidence” illegally as well
as to develop blackmail tech-
niques. And, of course, it would
further their continual attempts at
developing stool pigeons,

The Minnesota Civil Liberties
Union has protested, contending
that ‘“the wuse of wiretapping
equipment is illegal per se and an
unqualified threat to the civil
rights of every citizen.”

Unfortunately the MCLU has
done nothing more than issue a
public statement. And that did not
mention the other flagrant viola-
tions, such as electronic bugging
in the case in Bloomington, In-
diana, where three college students
who are members of the Young
Socialist Alliance are being per-
secuted in the same way for their
political ideas.

It is interesting to note two
other cases where wiretapping was
ruled illegal. One involved the
federal government recently when
an agency officer was fired for
wiretapping. In another case the
St. Paul police chief was charged
with using wiretapping on the
rank and file of the police force
and he was compelled to resign.

This is real subversion of civil
rights. But, like everything else
in our sick capitalist society, ‘it
depends on whose ox is being
gored,” or on whose civil liberties
are being subverted, for the courts
to rule these “Big Brother” tac-
tics illegal.

JK.

Impressed

Yellow Springs, Ohio

I am impressed with the thor-
oughness with which you treat the
news. Would you please send me
the paper for the next four months
beginning as soon as possible.

M.W.

Fund Raising
Los Angeles, Calif.

The capitalist’s underestimation
of mass brainpower is used ex-
actly the same way by the Marx-
ists. It is an insult to the very
dignity of the worker to tell him
he can only contribute money in
the degenerate ways used by
capitalists. The bourgeois thinking
of so-called Marxists is reflected
in their fund-raising activities. A
worker is capable of contributing
in much more constructive ways
than through cocktail parties,
rummage sales, picnics, auctioneer~
ing-bazaars and various other de-
grading time-wasters,

The rank and filers are thirsty
for constructive participation
while contributing financially.
They have enough of a wasteland
thrust on them by the evil man-
euverings of the ruling class,

How about some write-in sug-
gestions from rank and filers for
more esteemed fund-raising meth-
ods.

H.K.
R.G.

It Was Reported in the Press

Protest Okinawa Jim Crow —
Fifty Negro Gls stormed a police
post in Naha, Okinawa, to protest
the arrest of a Negro serviceman
by a white MP Feb. 9. Rocks
were thrown, reports the New
York Times, and shots were fired
by the police. No injuries were re-
ported.

Pass the Bicarb — Always in-
terested in the social doings at
Palm Beach, we gleaned the fol-
lowing intelligence from the New
York Times: Mrs. Frederick
Weissman threw a party recently
and the menu featured seafood in
aspic, barbecued chicken, chicken
mousse with cream sauce and
truffles, both fruit and vegetable
salads, six different kinds of cake
and Sangria, a wine and fruit
drink, We are further informed
that Mrs. Stephen (Laddie) San-
ford is having a phone installed in
her library that will be trimmed
with leopard skin. But Mr. and
Mrs, S. Joseph Tankoos Jr. al-
ready have a telephone that plugs
into a palm tree.

Problems, Problems — A gov-
ernment official in Ecuador, which
is currently ruled by a military
junta, says one of the difficulties
of such rule is that it creates prob-
lems of internal discipline in the
army. He told a newsman: “As
long as the lieutenant only sees
the colonel giving orders like
‘quick march’ and ‘present arms,’
there is no problem. When the
lieutenant sees the colonel muking
an ass of himself as Director of
the Budget, it's only a matter of
time before things start falling
apart.”

State Department Morality —
Just in case you think that Gls
have been sent to fight and die in
Vietnam to preserve “freedom,”
“truth,” “justice,” and other such

Thought for the Week

“An exile source with credentials that merit respect estimates
Cuba’s current sugar crop will sell for $650 million and the island’s
1964 export income will be about $700 million. Cattle and hog produc-
tion is up and mining has been intensified. ‘Make no mistake,” says this
source which would certainly prefer the opposite to be true. ‘Fidel

Castro is stronger all the time.”” —

The Feb. 1 Miami Herald.

ideals, consider the following ex-
cerpt from a Feb. 8 New York
Times Saigon dispatch: “Diplom-
atic sources said that United
States officials had urged Gen.
Minh and Gen. Khahn to devise a
working relationship that would
give an appearance of stability and
legitimacy to a regime established
simply by military power. Instal-
ling of Gen, Minh as chief of state,
even without power, seemed to be
a satisfactory solution.”

Health Conscious? — What with
the recent growing switch from
cigarettes to cigars, it may be sign-
ificant that a trailer loaded with
$140,000 worth of cigars was hi-
jacked in New Jersey.

For Spiritual Redemption? —
Author Vance Packard told Uni-
versity of Minnesota students that
“changing values in America life
are reflected by the fact that some
churches in Florida are giving
green stamps.”

No Strings? — Six major tobac-
co companies, which have already
spent a fortune trying to debunk
medical findings linking smoking
to cancer and other diseases, have
contributed $10 million to the
American Medical Association for
research on the relation of smok-
ing to disease. The AMA said there

were no strings attached to the
offer. Its official announcement
didn’t use the word “cancer” or
mention the U.S, Surgeon Gen-
eral's report on the hazards of
smoking.

Stylish Fringe — New York
State Attorney General Lefkowitz
says his office has been flooded
with complaints about fraudulent
practices by wig shops and salons.
A typical complaint, he said, was
from a woman who paid $200 for
a wig which she charged turned
from black to red and proved to
be horse hair, not human hair ag
advertised. Lefkowitz said “a
fringe element has jumped into
the industry to capitalize on the
current fad.”

Politicians, Please Note — When
the Beatles and their thousands
of enthusiastic young supporters
left New York’s Penn Station a
veteran railroad man commented:
“I've never seen anything like it,
and I was here when Castro ar-
rived, when Khrushchev came in,
but this topped them all.”

Wanted Him to Eat Well — Two
guards at the Brooklyn-House of
Detention were charged with fel-
onious assault against a prisoner
who refused to leave his cell to
eat breakfast.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER

"y, To reach the widest audience with our
coverage of the Freedom Now Movement
we are offering a 4-month introductory
subscription to The Militant for $1.
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Johnson's Housing Program

Equals 2 Nuclear Submarines Pyt Rent-Strike

By Clifton DeBerry

One thing we already know
about the Johnson administration
is that it is long on promises. The
budget proposed by the president
indicates it will also be very short
on deeds as far as social welfare
is concerned. Lyndon Johnson’s
plan is to promise the Negro and
other deprived people a token
share of what they are rightfully
entitled to and to make as much
noise about it as possible in pre-
paration for the November elec-
tion.

However, his programs to re-
solve the critical housing problem
and to eliminate slums and pov-
erty are not only inadequate, they
are prize lessons in hypocrisy and
tokenism.

Johnson’s program to meet the
critical need for low-income hous-
ing is to add 50,000 units a year
over four years to the present
virtually non-existent program.
How much help is this to Negroes
and other low-income groups na-
tionally when New York City
alone needs between 325,000 and
500,000 new low-rent housing
units now?

Private industry does not con-
struct low-rent housing units be-
cause it makes more profit on
other kinds of construction. Yet
President Johnson appeals to pri-
vate industry to solve this prob-
lem. This is ridiculous. The fed-
eral budget calls for only $222
million to be spent in 1965 on the
whole “public-housing program”
nationally. That is just about what
two nuclear submarines cost,

The other part of Johnson’s
anti-slum program is the so-called
urban renewal for which $300 mil-
lion is allocated. The purpose of
this, however, is not to replace
slums with decent low-rent hous-
ing, but to guarantee profits to
private builders in relocating
downtown slums elsewhere. This

Clifton DeBerry

is done by shoving Negroes and
other racial minorities out of such
areas to make centrally located
land available for office buildings
and the like.

As the presidential candidate of
the Socialist Workers Party, I
propose that to meet the critical
housing need, a state of national
emergency in housing be declared.
On this point, I think, the New
York City Metropolitan Council on
Housing had a good idea when
they asked President Johnson to
declare the slums disaster areas.

And under this declaration of
emergency a program should be
begun to erect — not 200,000 units
in four years — but 25 million
permanent low-rent housing units
in a few years. That’s what a real
“war on poverty” would look like,
and it could easily be financed
with the billions of dollars now
poured down the drain of “over-
kill” armaments production,

THE BECKWITH MURDER TRIAL

New York Cops Help Slumlord

NEW YORK — A blitzkrieg at-
tack by massed police forces from
Harlem's 28th Precinct Feb. 7,
forced the illegal eviction of a
tenant involved in this city’s rent-
strike movement. Strike supporters
from Harlem’s Community Coun-
cil on Housing (CCH) and from
other sections of the city were
delayed in their efforts to move
the tenant back by a fire set in
the emptied apartment. Jesse
Gray, director of CCH and lead-
er of the rent strike, has demanded
police and fire department inves-
tigations of the blaze.

In a leaflet distributed shortly
after the eviction-fire, the CCH
declared:

“The police department in Har-
lem is here to protect the slum-
lords, not the tenants. These facts
clearly show why: 1) when the
slumlords are guilty of no heat, no
hot water, and the rats biting our
children, the police department
does nothing. This goes on year in
and year out. 2) When tenants
are being robbed, or when apart-
ments are broken into, where are
the police? Somewhere drunk? In
some woman’s apartment? In a
garage asleep? Collecting graft and
payoffs from prostitutes? Payoffs
from number men or dope ped-
dlers?

Must Act Now

“But when it is time to illegally
evict a tenant for a slumlord, the
whole police department acts with
great speed. WE MUST ACT NOW
TO PROTECT OUR HOMES.”

The tenants against whom the
eviction was attempted — Luther
Brown, his sister, Laura, and her
five children — were on rent
strike and had been paying their
rent money into a court escrow
account as ordered by a court pro-
ceeding, according to rent-strike
organizer Horace Small.

The State Could Look Like It Was Trying

The trial of Byron de la Beck-
with for the assassination of Med-
gar Evers ended Feb. 7 in a mis-
trial and Beckwith now faces a
new trial. The all-white jury had
deadlocked seven to five.

The fact that even a minority
of a white jury in Mississippi
favored any sort of punishment
for a white man accused of kill-
ing a Negro “agitator,” is being
taken in some liberal circles as a
sign of significant progress. Sim-
ilar illusions were aroused by the
judge’s effort to appear impartial
and the prosecutor’s seemingly
working for a conviction.

Does this mean things are im-
proving in Mississippi? If the au-
thorities there are left alone, will
they continue ‘to improve so that
next time a Negro is lynched or a
Negro leader assassinated, the
guilty will be punished? Or have
the Mississippi authorities put on
a show?

The realistic view is that judge
and prosecutor acted as they did
because they knew that no all-
white Mississippi jury would con-
vict Beckwith. Therefore it cost
the state nothing to improve its
“image” by the simulacrum of a
serious trial.

A Conservative Body

Since the proposal by the Civil
Rights Commission — a very sober
and conservative body — last year
that all federal funds be cut off
from Mississippi, authorities there
have been concerned about the
state getting too far out in front
of the racist bloc. True Kennedy
and Congress ignored the cut-off
proposal, but who knows what
might happen if the Negroes and
civil-rights forces became really
aroused and started demanding it

or planning retaliatory action
against Mississippi on their own?

At the trial District Attorney
Waller presented evidence clearly
proving Beckwith’s guilt. The
murder weapon was traced to him.
He admitted owning such a rifle,
but claimed it had been “stolen”
from him two nights before the
murder, A scar from the teles-
copic sight on his forehead and
his fingerprint on the sight fur-
ther connected him to the weapon.

His car had been seen parked
near the scene of the crime less
than an hour before the assassina-
tion and a witness described a
man of his appearance driving the
car around that area shortly be-
fore the slaying. Two cab drivers
testified that Beckwith had asked
their help in finding Evers' home

)

four days before the murder.

The prosecution also supplied
the motive. Beckwith was an
avowed segregationist ready to do
anything to stop what he con-
sidered the “evil” civil-rights
movement.

Testimony revealed that Beck-
with practiced with the murder
weapon regularly at the police
shooting range in Greenwood, his
home town, doing so even two
days before the murder,

The prosecution implied that
two cops and a businessman from
Greenwood perjured themselves
when they testified he had been
100 miles from Jackson the night
of the assassination.

The prejudice of the authorities
was revealed even while they
asked for a conviction Waller re-
peatedly used the term “nigger”
— and the judge “slipped” once,
too, and looked guiltily at the two
Negro reporters covering the trial.
Jackson authorities were putting
on quite a show to get good press
coverage on their handling of the
case.

Beckwith was visited in the
courtroom with great fanfare by
ex-Gov. Ross Barnett. Ultra-right-
ist Gen. Edwin Walker also visited
Beckwith in court and in jail

One of Beckwith's attorneys
was Hardy Lott, influential ex-
president of the Citizens Council
in Greenwood, where a White
Citizens Defense Fund was started
for Beckwith. After the mistrial
was declared, Robert Patterson of
Greenwood, president of Missis-
sippi’s Associated Citizens Coun-
cils, spoke up for Beckwith. Racist
Senator James Eastland, a power
in Mississippi, is the darling of the
Citizens Councils.

Family on Street

Photo by Bob Fletcher

COPS A'’PLENTY, This gang of New York cops turned out at
Harlem apartment of Luther Brown (center) to evict him for non-
payment of rent. Brown had joined rent strike in protest against
failure of landlord to provide essential services. Cops show no such
zeal in dealing with law-breaking slumlords.

The warrant for the illegal evic-
tion was obtained by the landlord
swearing that he or his agents had
served a dispossess order on the
tenant. Actually, the first warn-
ing the tenant received came late
the night before the actual evic-
tion was to be carried out.

Strike leaders Gray and Major
Williams and nine other persons
who had barricaded themselves
inside the Brown's apartment at
35 W. 118th St. were arrested by
police who chopped the door down.
Gray said he was kicked by Patrol-
man Joseph Farino. All were later
released without bail for a hearing
Feb. 19.

Moving Van

A new twist in the slumlord-
police attack was that the city
marshal brought a moving van
along and instead of leaving the
furniture on the street, moved it
into city storage. This made it
more difficult to move the evicted
family back in after the marshal
had left. Following their release,
the arrested strike leaders were
assembling borrowed furniture to
move back in with the family
when the fire broke out in the
apartment,

The day before, four such illegal
evictions on the Lower East Side
were stopped by quick court action
by supporters of the rent strike.
This action, however, saw the
temporary arrest of a student
strike helper, Douglas Hainline, on
a trumped-up charge of “attempt-
ed robbery.” Hainline was serv-
ing legal papers on the slumlord
who made this charge. After strike
supporters threatened to begin
organizing massive demonstrations
against the arrest, the police in-
duced the slumlord to drop the
charge and the student was re-
leased.

Illegal Eviction

The people in Harlem believe
that the police knew that they
were attempting to carry out an
illegal eviction. They find it im-
possible to believe that the police
at the 28th Precinct didn’t know
that the tenants in the building
involved were on rent strike in ac-
cordance with their legal rights.
Any policeman with the brains to
button his uniform, they main-
tain, knew that he was simply
acting as a stooge for the slum-
lord.

In the Lower East Side incident,
the police sergeant, who arrested
the strike supporter on the phony
“attempted robbery” charge, was
fully aware that the accused had

actually been serving a legal pa-
per in the presence of five wit-
nesses, including a photographer
who was taking pictures of the
action.

Picket lines were held Feb., 8
outside the 28th Precinct station
in Harlem and outside the police
commissioner’s office in down-
town Manhattan. The pickets de-
manded an end to illegal evictions
and dismissal of Patrolman Farino.
They carried such signs as: “Cops
Are Helping Slumlords,” and “Jail
the Slumlords, Not the Tenants.”

Grace Cade, chairman of the
Lower East Side Rent Strike,
issued the following statement on
the events:

“We of the Lower East Side
Rent Strike committee are shocked
by the arrest of Jesse Gray and
the cruel, inhuman treatment of
tenants by the police department.
Jesse Gray and the Harlem rent
strike have shown the city how to
fight for decent housing. The rapid
spread of rent strikes throughout
the city has forced the slumlords
to retaliate,

Protect Slumlord

“Once again the city and Mayor
Wagner have used the police to
protect the slumlord and violate
the tenant. We on the Lower East
Side say that while rats eat our
children, while we are without
heat and wash with cold water,
our rent strike will continue. We
will protect our homes from rats,
cold, filth, city marshals and po-
lice, We will not be evicted for
fighting for our legal human
rights.”

Meanwhile, the Metropolitan
Council on Housing — a group of
tenant organizations — sent a tele-
gram to President Johnson urg-
ing that the city’s slums be de-
clared “‘disaster areas.”

Amounce Cancellation
Of New York Meeting

A meeting about the Monroe,
N.C., “kidnap” case scheduled for
Feb. 19 at Community Church in
New York has been postponed, the
Committee to Aid the Monroe
Defendants announced. A new
date will be announced later this
month if, as expected, the case
goes to trial at the term of court
in Monroe which begins Feb. 17.

In the meantime contributions
are still needed and should be
sent to CAMD, GPO Box 1314,
New York, N.X.



