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5,000 in March on Albany 
For $1.50 Minimum Wage

B y Adam  Knox
A LB A N Y , N.Y. March 10— “ I ’ve 

heard double-ta lk, crooked ta lk , 
round ta lk  and stra ight ta lk ; to ­
day I  heard Rockefeller ta lk .”  This 
was H arlem  ren t-s trike  leader 
Jesse Gray te llin g  the participants 
in  today’s March on A lbany about 
the in terviews w ith  the governor, 
state offic ia ls, state senators and 
assemblymen.

“ Rockefeller promised we’d be 
studied, X -rayed and examined,”  
G ray continued, but no tangible 
bene fits .  fo r  New Y o rk ’s slum 
dwellers could be got from  the 
m illiona ire  governor whose m ind 
is preoccupied at present w ith  
W hite  House dreams. However, 
the estimated 5,000 N e g r o e s ,  
Puerto Ricans and unionists who 
came up here at least saw that 
they could force the state’s top 
politic ians to s it and listen i f  
only they came in  suffic ient num ­
bers.

For some the day began on New 
Y ork  C ity ’s Low er East Side, w a it­
ing  in  the drizz ling  ra in  fo r the 
buses. P ilin g  in to  them, members 
o f the Lowe^ East Side Rent 
Strike, the Council o f Puerto R i­
can Organizations of Low er M an­
hattan, the Negro Action Group 
and others began the several 
hours journey up to A lbany.

Upstate the ra in  became snow 
and the blizzard slowed the cara-

van bu t d id not stop i t—except 
in  the case o f those who had plan­
ned to leave from  Ithaca.

The demonstrators marched 
through A lbany’s three-inch deep 
slush to the arm ory where they 
gathered to receive instructions 
about the March on the Capitol.

In  m id-afternoon the March be­
gan. C arry ing signs w ith  th e ir de­
mands prin ted on them and w av­
ing the banners o f the various 
groups before them, the demon­
strators filed  fo u r-b y -fo u r through 
the streets. A  b it  o f good-natured 
in -fig h tin g  — an NAACP contin­
gent cut in  fro n t o f a bannerless 
Harlem  group and thus “ added”  
the group’s size to the ir orig inal 
number, at least fo r photographic 
purposes — did not break the 
u n ity  of the line.

Plans to crowd the thousands 
of marchers onto the Capitol steps 
were discarded because of the 
slipperiness there. Instead, the 
March heads gathered on the steps 
and the people stood in  the snow. 
A. P h ilip  Randolph, insp ire r of the 
March on Washington, read the 

(Continued on Page 5)

By H a rry  Ring
NEW YORK— Malcolm  X, whose 

reported sp lit w ith  the M uslim s 
was headlined across the country, 
today to ld The M ilita n t he w il l  re­
m ain a M uslim  m in is te r bu t w il l  
also engage in  independent ac­
t iv ity  to develop black n a tio n a lis t 
as a po litica l force and that he 
w il l  active ly support the c iv il- 
righ ts struggle.

He fu rth e r to ld  The M ilita n t he 
would become m in iste r o f a new 
M uslim  mosque in  Harlem  “ to 
have a relig ious base w ith in  the 
com m unity and to be free o f out­
side d ictation.”

Regarding the report that he 
was launching a “ black nationalist 
party ,”  he said, “ I  w il l  t r y  to 
establish an organizational struc­
ture  whose nature yet remains to 
be defined.”

“ From  the view po in t of re li­
gion,”  he explained, “ I  remain a 
M uslim .”

“ B u t,”  he added, “ m y personal 
po litica l, social and economic p h i­
losophy is tha t of black national­
ism.”

W hile  he has no concrete p o lit­
ical plans as yet, he said, “ No 
Negro can be po lit ica lly  b lind . I t  
w il l  be our in tention to make a ll 
politic ians —  w h ite  and black —  
w ell aware tha t we are present.”  

Ind ica ting  his concept o f black 
nationalism, Malcolm  X  said he 
considered i t  to mean po litica l, 
social and economic contro l by 
Negroes w ith in  the ir communities. 
“ P o litica lly ,”  he said, “ I  mean the 
Negro must take po litica l contro l 
o f his community.

“ By economic contro l I  mean 
gain contro l o f the jobs and busi-

M alcolm  X

nesses of his com m unity — not 
necessarily to push others out —  
but to make the Negro job-con­
scious, business-conscious.

“ M y social philosophy is tha t 
instead of try in g  to force them ­
selves in to  other areas where they 
aren’t  wanted, tha t Negroes must 
act to check the ills  w ith in  the ir 
own com m unity —  ills  tha t are de­
stroying the m oral fib e r of the 
com m unity.”

A ff irm in g  tha t he w ould  sup­
port c iv il-r ig h ts  actions, the dy­
namic M uslim  m in is te r said he had 
been inv ited  to Plaquemine, La., 
by tw o rights leaders there and 
tha t he w ould speak in  Plaque­
m ine th is spring.

JOHNSON'S TAX CUT

Caviar for Rich — Peanuts for Workers

A . P h ilip  Randolph

By Jay Garnett
When President Johnson signed 

the tax-reduction b il l  on Feb. 26, 
he proclaimed i t  “ the single most 
im portan t step we have taken to 
strengthen our economy since 
W orld  W ar I I . ”

The average w orker doesn’t  ap­
pear to be tha t impressed, how­
ever, w ith  the tax cut. I t  isn’t  be­
cause the mechanics of h igh f i ­
nance are so incomprehensible to 
him . N or is i t  because he doesn’t 
like  the reduction. He does —  as 
fa r as i t  goes. But, fig u rin g  out 
how i t  w il l  affect his own pay-' 
check, he finds i t  doesn’t  go very 
fa r and so he fa ils  to see how 
i t  can accomplish a ll the wonders 
tha t Johnson claims fo r it.

I f  a w o rke r’s annual wage is 
$2,000, the tax reduction w il l  save 
h im  an average of $1.20 a week 
th is year and $1.60 next year. A  
m arried couple w ith  tw o depen­
dents w h ich  earns a to ta l of $5,000 
a year w i l l  benefit by an average 
o f $1 a week this year and $1.60

next year. A  single man m aking 
$15,000 w il l  save an average of 
$8.70 a week th is year and $13.30 
next. A  m arried couple w ith  two 
dependents and an income of 
$15,000 w il l  save $4.70 a week this 
year and $7.30 next.

B ut i f  you and you r w ife  make 
$50,000 a year and have tw o de­
pendents, you’l l  save $30.80 per 
week this year and $46.20 next 
year.

The average Am erican wage- 
earner regards his gain as “ negli­
gible, ju s t a l it t le  extra pocket 
money or budget cash; most in ­
tend to spend the money,”  reports 
McCandlish P h illips  in  the Feb. 
27 New Y ork  Times. He quotes a 
receiving c lerk at P ie r 19 on the 
North R iver: “ I t  doesn’t  make no 
difference whatsoever. You can’t  
even buy a good piece of roasting 
meat w ith  i t  . . . Costs a couple 
of dollars a week to feed a cat. I ’l l  
spend the money im m ediately, bu t 
i f  the politic ians w ould give us a 
25 per cent cut o r 50 per cent

they’d be doing something.”
On another income level, a CBS 

vice president said, “ F rank ly  I  
th in k  its great. I t ’s the difference 
between Amagansett [Long Is­
land] and Scotland fo r m y fam ily  
th is summer.”

For those earning $3,000 a year, 
the tax cut w il l  mean about two 
per cent more in  spending power; 
bu t those earning $200,000 w il l  
have 16 per cent more to spend.

Russell Baker w rites humorous­
ly  in  his N.Y. Times column from  
Washington: “ W hat irrita tes  the 
rich  man is tha t the b ill has sad­
dled h im  w ith  a much bigger tax 
cu t than the labor-union man. A 
b rick laye r w il l  be able to dis­
charge his obligation to the coun­
try  by spending only three or fou r 
dollars more each week, bu t peo­
ple in  the upper brackets w il l  
have to spend ten or 20 times as 
much in  added income.

“ The problem, as the rich  man 
explained, is tha t he already has 

(Continued on Page 5)

DRESS REHEARSAL IN W ASHINGTON

Southern Senators Begin Filibuster of Civil-Rights Bill
B y George Lavan

M ARCH 11 —  The House-
passed c iv il-r ig h ts  b il l  has not yet 
reached the floor of the Senate 
bu t the Southern w ing of the 
Democratic P arty  on March 9 be­
gan a filibus te r against it. The 
racist senators are filibuste ring  
not the b il l  itse lf but a motion 
to take i t  up. This may go on fo r 
as long as ten days and then the 
b il l  m ight be sent to Senator East­
land’s Jud ic ia ry Committee. When 
i t  f in a lly  emerged from  that to r­
tu re  chamber onto the Senate 
floo r then the real filib u s te r would 
begin.

Does this p re -filibus te r mean 
tha t the c iv il-r ig h ts  -bill is so 
strong tha t the D ix icra ts are de­

term ined to stop i t  a t a ll costs?' 
Not at a ll. The b ill is m ild  and 
its teeth non-existent o r rubbery, 
but the Southern white-suprem a- 
cists are f irm  believers in  oppos­
ing anything that strengthens the 
rights of the Negro people, no 
m atter how lit t le .

Pressure Needed

Consequently, whether the b ill 
is passed or no tf o r whether i t  is 
passed in  a strengthened or weak­
ened form , depends d irec tly  on 
how much pressure c iv il-r ig h ts  
forces in  the country exert on 
Washington. The adm inistration 
and the N orthern senators can 
smash a Southern filib u s te r i f  they 
w ant to. W hether they w ant to or

not depends on how much fear 
of the consequences o f the ir fa i l­
ing to do so has been put into 
them by the c iv il-r ig h ts  forces.

The present c iv il-r ig h ts  b il l  is 
the product of President K en­
nedy’s decision last summer that 
he had to placate the Negro peo­
ple. This decision was a reaction 
to Negro demonstrations through­
out the country and the call fo r 
a March on Washington. B u t the 
leaders of the March on Washing­
ton proved to be so amenable to 
the adm in istra tion ’s sweet ta lk , 
tha t pressure fo r quick passage of 
the b ill eased off.

I t  is President Johnson’s desire 
to take the cursé o f being a 
Southern Democrat o ff h im self

“ I  w il l  speak anywhere I  am 
inv ited ,”  he added. “ North, South, 
East o r West.”

He said tha t inquiries regarding 
speaking engagements could be 
addressed to h im  a t his home: 
23-11 87th St., East E lm hurst, L.J., 
New York. ( In  an earlie r state­
ment he said he w ould  pa rticu la rly  
welcome campus speaking en­
gagements.)

In  exp la in ing his fu tu re  plans, 
M alcolm  X  emphasized tha t w ha t 
he is doing does not represent a 
sp lit in  the M uslim  movement. 
“ There are already enough splits 
and divisions among Negroes,”  he 
said.

In  other press statements, the 
w ide ly  popular Negro leader sup­
ported the r ig h t of Negroes to self- 
defense, a ffirm ed the value of 
figh ting  fo r  specific goals and 
scored the o ffic ia ldom  o f the c iv il- 
rights movement as ineffectual.

“ I  am prepared,”  he was report- 
ted as saying, “ to cooperate in  local 
c iv il-r ig h ts  actions in  the South 
and elsewhere . . . every campaign 
fo r specific objectives can only 
heighten the po litica l conscious­
ness o f the Negroes and in tens ify  
the ir iden tifica tion  against w h ite  
society.”

“ Good education, housing and 
jobs are im peratives fo r  Negroes,”  
he said, “ and I  shall support them 
in the ir fig h t to w in  these ob­
jectives. B u t I  shall te ll the Ne­
groes tha t w h ile  these are neces­
sary they cannot solve the main 
Negro problem.

“ I  shall also te ll them tha t what, 
has been called the ‘Negro Revolu­
tion ’ in  the U nited States is a de­
ception practiced upon them, be­
cause they have only to examine 
the fa ilu re  of th is so-called revo lu­
tion  to produce any positive re ­
sults in  the past year.

“ I  shall te ll them,”  he continued, 
“ w hat a real revo lu tion means —l 
the French Revolution, the A m eri­
can Revolution, A lgeria, to  name 
a few. There can be no revo lu tion 
w ithou t bloodshed, and i t  is non­
sense to describe the c iv il-righ ts  
movement in  America as a revo­
lu tion .”

“ The w h ite  power structure,”  he 
said, “ is hopeful tha t the c iv il- 
rights leaders w il l  channel the de­
mands and the bitterness o f the 
Negroes in to  a token painless com­
promise.”

“ Another thing. The Negroes 
s til l don’t  understand the power 
o f the ba llo t in  the N orth: We 
must make them understand that 
the Negro voters have i t  in  the ir 
power to decide next November 
whether Johnson should stay in  
the W hite House or go back to his 
Texas cotton patches.”

which m a in ly  accounts fo r the ad­
m in is tra tion  decision to b ring  up 
c iv il-r ig h ts  legislation now. John­
son wants something labeled a 
c iv il-r ig h ts  b i l l  passed w ith  his 
backing so tha t he can appeal fo r 
Negro and labor votes in  the com­
ing election.

Not long ago Johnson did his 
b it to preserve the “ r ig h t”  to f i l i ­
buster. As vice president, presid­
ing over the Senate, he made a 
ru lin g  w hich favored the retention 
o f Senate Rule 22, the ru le per­
m itting  filibusters. This ru lin g  
was the d irect opposite o f the ru l­
ing previously made by Vice Pres­
ident N ixon  w hich had given an 
advantage to those try in g  to 
abolish Rule 22.

DeBerry Lauds 
Malcolm X's Stand

N E W  Y O R K , M arch 10 —  
C lifton  D eB erry, Socialist 
W orkers P arty  candidate for 
president, today lauded the  
declaration by M alcolm  X  
that he would seek to de­
velop black nationalist po lit­
ical strength and w ould ac­
tive ly  support the c iv il-righ ts  
struggle.

“I  heartily  agree w ith  M a l­
colm X ,” D eB erry  declared, 
“that every m ilitan t c iv il-  
rights struggle helps the N e ­
groes understand the need 
fo r black political power.

“A nd I  certain ly welcome 
his declaration that Negroes 
have the righ t and duty to 
defend themselves against 
racist violence,” D eB erry  
added. “I  w ill  do a ll I  can in  
this campaign to ra lly  sup­
port fo r these views. I  am  
confident M alcolm  X ’s stand 
w ill add new  power to' the  
drive fo r Freedom  N ow .”

Malcolm X  Maps Campaign 
To Build Black Nationalism
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'Stop-and-Frisk' Law Blasted 
By Speakers at Harlem Rally

NEW YORK, March 8 —  A  ra lly  
against tw o police-state b ills  signed 
by Gov. Rockefeller was held in  
H arlem  today. The ra lly  against 
the “ stop-and-frisk”  and the “ no­
knock”  b ills  had been called fo r 
by  the local branch o f the N AAC P 
and was sponsored by the Ad Hoc 
Committee fo r F a ir Police Practice. 
H arlem  com m unity leaders, a num ­
ber of Puerto Rican leaders from  
East H arlem  and some local Dem­
ocratic po litic ians spoke against 
the b ills .

The Negro and Puerto Rican 
speakers emphasized tha t the b ills  
w ould  be used to legalize police 
harassment of Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans.

“ These b ills  are ju s t as dis­
c rim ina to ry  as anyth ing you’l l  find  
in  Alabama, Mississippi or Geor­
gia,”  said c iv il-righ ts  attorney Paul 
Zuber. “ Don’t  k id  yourself. They 
w il l  be Used against integration. 
I f  you’re b lack you’d better not 
get caught on Park or F if th  A ve­
nues a fte r 10 o’clock, and i f  you’re 
w h ite  you’d better not get caught 
in  H arlem ,”  he said.

Jesse Gray, leader of the H ar­
lem  re n f strike, described “ New 
Y o rk ’s finest”  as “ one of the most 
corrupt, race-ridden police depart­
ments in  the country.”  “ I t ’s tim e 
to  get these w h ite  policemen out 
o f H arlem ,”  he declared. He called 
fo r  a M ay 30th mass demonstra­
tion  in Harlem  to te ll the po l­
itic ians not to  “ come here any 
more.”

The speakers, aside from  the 
Democratic politicians, repeatedly 
made the po in t tha t Democratic 
M ayor Wagner, who had called 
fo r  the speedy passage o f the b ills , 
was ju s t as responsible fo r  them as 
the Republican governor. “ M ayor 
Wagner is no more innocent in  
th is s tu ff than Gov. Rockefeller,”  
said Zuber.

Puerto Rican spokesmen, includ­
in g  Ted Velez, leader o f the East 
H arlem  ren t strike, pointed out 
tha t the Puerto Ricans had awak­
ened and w ould jo in  the Negroes 
in  the struggle fo r c iv il rights 
fro m  now on. They spoke of the 
three recent police k illin g s  of 
young Puerto Ricans tha t have 
greatly  incensed the Puerto Rican 
com m unity.

The “ stop-and-frisk”  b i l l  gives 
cops the rig h t to stop, search,

Weekly Calendar
C H IC A G O

THE TIME, THE PLACE, A N D  THE
M A N  —  The Direction of Civil Right«
in the Current Negro Revolt. Speaker, 
Nahaz Rogers. Fri., March 20, 8 p.m.
Debs Hall 210, 302 South Canal St. 
Ausp. Friday N ig h t Socialist Forum.

•
DETROIT

C ARL BRADEN, fie ld  representative, 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
speaks on State and Federal Repression 
in the South. Fri., March 20, 8 p.m.
Debs H all, 3737 Woodward. Ausp. Fri­
day N ig h t Socialist Forum.

*  *  »

HEAR SOCIALIST VIEWS O N  RA­
D IO . Each Friday, 7:15-7:30 p.m. Station 
W Q R S-FM  (105.1)

•
LOS ANGELES

W ILL IA M  F. WARDE, noted Marxist 
au thor and lecturer, discusses The Trials 
and Troubles of the Johnson Administra­
tion. Fri., March 20, 8:30 p.m. M ilita n t 
Labor Forum, 1702 E. 4th St.

* * *
Theodore Edwards o f the Socialist 

W orkers Party presents a M arxist view 
o f the news in his bi-weekly rad io  com­
mentary, Fri., M arch 20, 6:45 p.m. 
KPFK-FM, 90.7 on your d ia l.

•
N EW  YORK

FRANK DONNER, attorney and au­
th o r o f The Un-Americans, w ill g ive An 
Intelligent Student's Guide to Political 
Surveillance and Informing. Fri., March 
20, 8:30 p.m. 116 University Place 
C o n trib . $1. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum. 

*  *  *
M A R C H  27 —  Murray Forbes, con­

tributor to International Socialist Re­
view, on Fromm's Analysis of Marx and 
Fraud.

P aul Zuber

question and detain anyone on 
suspicion of in ten t to com m it a 
crime. The “ no-knock”  b i l l  gives 
them the rig h t to break in to  a 
person’s home unannounced w ith  
a w arrant. A  committee of attor­
neys, the Emergency Committee 
fo r  Public Safety, is preparing a 
federal c iv il-r ig h ts  suit to  prevent 
these b ills  from  being pu t in to  
effect.

Open Rights Drive 
In North Carolina

NEW  ORLEANS —  A  m a jo r in ­
tegration d rive  is shaping up in  
r ig id ly  segregated counties of 
northeastern N orth  Carolina —  
one o f the most repressive areas 
in  the South. This section o f N orth  
Carolina wields a pow erfu l reac­
tionary  influence over the entire 
state through its v ir tu a l control 
o f the state legislature.

The focus o f the compaign w il l  
be H a lifa x  County, where some 
m ilita n t c iv il-righ ts a c tiv ity  has 
been carried on in  the past. John 
R. Salter, Jr., fie ld  organizer of 
the Southern Conference Educa­
tiona l Fund, has spent several 
weeks there help ing people to o r­
ganize.

Salter reports: “ Racism is as 
deeply entrenched in  H a lifa x  
County and in  the surrounding 
counties as i t  is in  the Deep South. 
D iscrim ination in  employment is 
widespread. A ll  pub lic fac ilities 
are to ta lly  segregated, and those 
tha t exist fo r  Negroes are drast­
ica lly  inadequate.

“ W hite-owned pub lic  accom­
modations are closed to Negroes. 
Housing fo r Negroes is appalling ly  
poor. No Negro law-enforcement 
officers are h ired anywhere in  the 
area. N onvio lent c iv il-righ ts  dem­
onstrations are met by extreme po­
lice and vig ilan te  b ru ta lity , as in  
E nfie ld  last summer. A t  tha t tim e 
hundreds o f peaceful demonstra­
tors were subjected to massive 
clubbings, fire-hosing, and large- 
scale arrests!

“ Economic and other reprisals 
have been system atically in s titu t­
ed against local c iv il-righ ts  lead­
ers. Crosses have been burned in 
the region and death threats from  
groups such as the K K K  have been 
frequent.”

One o f the m ajor thrusts of the 
integration campaign w i l l  be a 
systematic and large-scale vo te r- 
education and registration cam­
paign. C iv il-righ ts leaders are or­
ganizing H a lifa x  County, w ith  reg­
ard to vo ting  and other activities, 
r ig h t down to each c ity  block and 
country road.

You can help as an ind iv idua l 
o r through your trade-union, 
church, c iv ic group, or c iv il-r ig h ts  
organizations by sending 1) mon­
ey to buy food fo r the needy and 
to help defray the campaign costs; 
2) c loth ing; and 3) books of any 
k in d  fo r the voter-education 
classes. These should be sent to: 
M r. A. Reed Johnson and Mrs. 
L i l l ie  C. Sm ith, H a lifa x  Move­
ment, 408 S. D ix ie , Enfie ld, N.C.

Ashton Jones 
Wins Freedom 
From Ga. Jail

A T L A N T A  — A  67-year-old 
w h ite  m inister, held in  ja i l  here 
since Aug. 28, 1963, was released 
M arch 3 on a $5,000 property bond.

The m inister, Rev. Ashton Jones 
o f San Gabriel, C aliforn ia , was ar­
rested here Ju ly  1 when he and 
tw o  Negroes tr ied  to w orship at 
a ll-w hite  F irs t Baptist Church. 
Jones was sentenced to 12 months 
in  the common ja il, s ix months at 
hard labor and a $1,000 fine  and 
had been in  ja il  since then. H is 
ba il was o rig in a lly  set at $20,000 
but Georgia’s Supreme Court 
ordered i t  lowered. The tim e Rev. 
Jones spent behind bars since A u­
gust —  188 days —  is “ dead tim e”  
and does not count against his 
sentence.

Rev. Jones is one of three w hite  
people given m axim um  terms in 
racial cases by Fulton County 
Superior C ourt Judge Durwood T. 
Pye. An 18-year-old Connecticut 
College For Women student, Mar- 
don W alker of East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island, was released from  
ja il  on ly  last week under a $15,000 
property bond Judge Pye imposed 
on her after she was found gu ilty  
in  a lunch counter sit-in case.

Judge Pye was appointed to the 
bench in  1955 by segregationist 
Governor M a rv in  G riff in . S hortly 
a fte r his appointment, he imposed 
a $25,000 fine  on the A tlanta 
branch of the National Association 
fo r the Advancement of Colored 
People, because o f the group’s 
refusal to  comply w ith  a request 
fo r its  financia l records from  the 
Georgia Revenue Department.

In  Ju ly , 1963, he instructed a 
Fu lton County grand ju ry  tha t the 
state’s anti-tresspass law  —  used 
to arrest s it- in  demonstrators —  
had been “ flouted, defied and 
violated.”  He ordered, and ob­
tained, indictments against 101 
persons arrested in  racia l demon­
strations dating back to 1961. D ur­
ing the summer, he tried  tw o 
cases, both invo lv ing  w h ite  per­
sons. One was Rev. Jones. The 
other, Thomas Taylor Tolg, a 
youth who worked fo r  the Student 
N onvio lent Coordinating Commit­
tee SSNCC), was also found gu ilty  
and is free on an appeal bond.

Judge Pye had refused to ac­
cept $5,000 cash bond offered to 
free Rev. Jones.

Carl Braden, a veteran figh te r 
fo r  c iv il rights and equality in  
the South and a fie ld  represen­
ta tive  o f the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund (SCEF), w il l  
speak at the F riday N igh t Social­
is t Forum  in  D etro it, 3737 Wood­
w ard, F riday, M arch 20. H is sub­
ject w i l l  be “ State and Federal 
Repression in  the South.”

SCEF, a South-w ide in te rrac ia l 
organization combatting segrega­
tion  and d iscrim ination, is cur­
re n tly  under attack. Two o f its o f­
ficers and a law  partner o f one 
were indicted Jan. 29 under L ou i­
siana’s subversive activities and 
communist control law. These 
charges came a fte r a series of 
attacks and harassment cu lm inat­
ing  in  the seizure o f SCEF rec­
ords in  a ra id  last Oct. 4. The 
records have since found the ir 
w ay in to  the hands o f Sen. East­
land ’s In te rna l Security Sub-Com­
mittee. T he ir removal was brought 
about w h ile  a case was pending in  
the federal d is tric t court to have 
the records returned to SCEF.

C arl Braden was convicted in 
the infamous Lou isv ille  Sedition 
case in  1954 when he and his w ife  
Anne assisted in  a young Negro 
veteran’s purchase o f a home out­
side the ghetto.

Braden spent eight months in  
prison before the exorb itan t ba il 
o f $40,000 could be raised. H is con­
v ic tion  was f in a lly  reversed on 
June 22, 1956, in  compliance w ith

On Feb. 26 the Chicago Board 
of Education recognized the C hi­
cago Teachers Union, Local 1 of 
the Am erican Federation o f Teach­
ers, as collective-bargaining agent 
fo r its  membership. The union had 
sought recognition fo r  several 
years, bu t was repeatedly refused. 
The Board of Education d id  not 
act favorab ly u n til the day the 
union threatened to issue strike  
vote ballots.

However, a num ber o f union 
members do not consider th is 
agreement a complete v ic to ry , be­
cause the union was not recog­
nized as the sole bargaining agent. 
According to the agreement, the 
union is only the agent fo r its 
12,000 members among the 21,000 
teachers in  the public-school sys­
tem. Gerald R. Adler, a member of 
the Tuley H igh School Collective 
Bargaining Committee o f the CTU, 
charged tha t CTU President John 
Fewkes had made a deal w ith  
school o ffic ia ls  to “ w ater down”  
the fo rm  of the collective-bargain­
ing agreement. He contends tha t 
since the union is in  a position of 
strength w ith  a membership con­
sisting of the m a jo rity  of Chicago 
teachers, i t  should have been rec­
ognized as the sole bargaining 
agent.

The approved agreement leaves 
the Board of Education free to 
make agreements w ith  various 
other groups representing the m i­
n o rity  of teachers who are non­
union members. Board President 
C la ir Roddewig, ind icating that 
th is was his in tention, told Board 
members tha t they w ould have a 
“ m oral obligation”  to  grant s im ila r 
recognition to the Illin o is  Educa­
tion  Association, w h ich  has been 
conducting a b itte r fig h t against 
the CTU’s drive fo r collective bar­
gaining, c la im ing tha t such an 
agreement is unprofessional.

Further, Roddewig stated tha t 
i f  an agreement is not made be­
tween the Board of Education and 
the IE A  at the next meeting, 
March 11, he w ould urge the mem­
bers to reconsider the pact w ith  
the teachers union. In  response to 
th is statement, CTU President 
Fewkes said tha t the union would 
postpone its s trike  u n til the March

a U.S. Supreme Court ru lin g  that 
state sedition laws were inopera­
tive.

In  May, 1961, M r. Braden began 
serving a one-year sentence fo r 
contempt o f Congress a fte r losing 
an appeal to the Supreme Court. 
In  his appearance before the U n- 
Am erican Committee he accused 
i t  o f fig h tin g  the in tegration move­
ment and o f v io la ting  F irs t 
Amendment rights “ w ithou t w hich 
we in  the South have no r ig h t to 
fig h t fo r in tegration.”

C arl Braden

11 meeting, at w h ich  time, i f  the 
Board did reconsider the decision 
to recognize the union, a strike  
vote w ould be taken im m ediately.

Three weeks before the collec­
tive-bargain ing decision was 
reached, the CTU sponsored a 
mass meeting in  support o f collec­
tive  bargaining w hich 3,000 enthu­
siastic teachers attended. The audi­
ence cheered fo r a strike, i f  neces­
sary, to  a tta in  collective bargain­
ing  and applauded W alte r Reu- 
the r’s promise of fu l l  A FL-C IO  
support. Reuther pointed out tha t 
government statistics show $6,400 
as the m in im um  income on which 
an average fa m ily  can live , bu t 
tha t the average Chicago teacher 
made only $6,098. He spoke about 
the need fo r united action and 
cited the New Y o rk  C ity  teachers 
who in  recent contract negotia­
tions gained average increases of 
$3,500 over a three-year period, 
smaller classes, duty-free lunch 
periods, and a reduction in c lerica l 
w ork.

* * *
The Oil Chemical and Atomic 

Workers bargaining policy com­
mittee fo r petroleum is recom­
mending tha t the union negotiate 
f o r  double-time-and-a-half f o r  
overtime. The object is to discour­
age companies from  w ork ing  over­
tim e except in  actual emergencies. 
The union estimates tha t i f  over­
tim e were e lim inated in  the o il 
and chemical industries and the 
w ork now done on overtim e as­
signed to new workers, 40,000 new 
jobs w ould  result.

*  *  *

Local 28 of the A FL-C IO  Sheet 
Metal Workers In te rna tiona l As­
sociation of Greater New Y o rk  
was found g u ilty  March 4 of sys­
tem atica lly excluding Negroes 
throughout its  75-year history. The 
New Y ork  State Commission on 
Human Rights held o ff t i l l  la te r 
an order fo r the union to “ cease 
and desist”  d iscrim inatory prac­
tices. Such an order can be en­
forced by the state courts. The 
3,300-member union, w hich never 
had a Negro member and w hich 
u n til 1946 had a clause against 
adm itting  any, was a prim e target 
o f construction-site demonstrators 
last summer.

Frank Donner to Speak 
At Forum in New York

NEW YO R K —  Frank J. Don­
ner, author of the much-acclaimed 
book, The Un-Americans, w il l  
speak at the M ilita n t Labor 
Forum, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place at 
8:30 p.m. F riday, March 20. H is 
topic w il l  be: “ A n  In te lligen t Stu­
dent’s Guide to P o litica l Sur­
veillance and In fo rm ing .”

Donner’s w o rk  in  c iv il-liberties 
cases began in  the early 1950s 
when he defended a group o f UN 
s ta ff members who were being 
dismissed fo r having availed them­
selves of the ir righ ts under the 
F if th  Amendment before a w itch- 
hunting grand ju ry . He has ap­
peared as counsel before the House 
Un-American A ctiv ities  Com m it­
tee, the Senate In te rna l Security 
Subcommittee and the Supreme 
Court.

Donner’s book, The Un-Ameri­
cans, had its o rig in  in  research fo r 
cases being taken to thè U.S. Su­
preme Court and also in  his years 
of experience in  dealing w ith  the 
House Un-American Committee. 
Subsequently he h im self was sub­
poenaed as a witness before the 
Committee.

In  addition to being a constitu­
tiona l lawyer, Donner has served 
fo r many years as a union at­
torney.

Money is like  muck, not good 
unless i t  be spread.

Francis Bacon. English 
essayist. (1561-1626)

Socialist Forum in Detroit W ill Hear 
Southern Rights Fighter Carl Braden
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M U S IC  TO  G R O W  B Y . Revolutionary Cuba’s school system provides children w ith  opportunity  
fo r healthy, rounded development.

B y A rt Preis
M AR CH  3 —  In  m in ing  dia­

monds, you have to s ift through a 
huge quan tity  o f d ir t  and gravel 
to  fin d  one precious stone. To find  
a b it o f precious tru th  about Cuba 
in  the U.S. newspapers and mag­
azines, you have to s ift through 
mountains o f lies, distortions and 
fabrications. B u t i f  you are per­
sistent enough and read every­
th ing  care fu lly  you w il l  be re­
w arded occasionally by a gleam­
ing  tru th .

“Nonstop D ay”
Such a tru th  shines fo rth  in  one 

paragraph of a two-page report 
w ith  pictures headlined, “ Nonstop 
Day w ith  Castro,”  in  the March 2 
Newsweek magazine. The artic le  
is based on photographs and story 
by photographer E llio tt E rw itt and 
ABC-TV reporter Lisa Howard. 
The paragraph w hich leaped to 
m y eyes w ith  such a b righ t luster, 
read:

“ On one tr ip  w hich E rw itt made 
w ith  Castro and an ABC camera 
crew, the f irs t stop was a sky­
scraper housing estate in  East Ha­
vana. Most o f the residents are 
Negroes, who make up about a 
th ird  of the population. Obviously 
adoring, they rushed to surround 
F idel, g iv ing  h im  w arm  abrazos 
[embraces]. Security was m inim al, 
and F ide l’s guards were pushed 
back. He w ould have been an easy 
target fo r assassination,”

They L ike Fidel
Can you imagine any w h ite  U.S. 

president surrounded by “ adoring”  
Negroes in  H arlem  and being 
physica lly embraced by them w ith ­
out any fear on th e ir p a rt tha t 
they m ight be gunned down by 
Secret Service agents? Just that 
one lit t le  item  in  Newsweek tells 
more real tru th  about Cuba today 
and its revo lu tion than the hun­
dreds of thousands of diatribes 
tha t have poured fo rth  from  U.S. 
press and broadcasts in  the five  
years since the Castro regime oust­
ed the murderous Batista d icta tor­
ship and its U.S. financiers, allies 
and accomplices.

This Newsweek report on Cuba 
recalled to m y m ind an ed ito ria l

entitled, “ Five Years of Revolu­
tion ,”  in  the Dec. 31, 1963, New  
Y ork Times. I  clipped i t  out at the 
tim e and intended to quote i t  and 
comment on i t  bu t I  never got 
around to it. I t  contains another 
o f those “ diamonds of tru th ”  i t  is 
s ti l l  possible to s ift from  some of 
the U.S. big-business press. Read 
this from  a newspaper tha t has 
been carry ing viciously slanted 
articles about Castro’s Cuba every 
day fo r years:

“ The Cuban revo lu tion w il l  have 
completed five  years tonight. The 
Castro regime is strong and pos­
s ib ly  stronger than ever.”  This has 
happened in spite of the fact that 
the Times finds the Cuban gov­
ernm ent “ hateful, because i t  is 
Communistic”  and has brought 
“ the Russian presence in to  the 
Western Hemisphere”  and “ is a 
danger to the U nited States and 
L a tin  Am erica.”  In  fact, Cuba’s 
“ lis t of sins and errors has been 
detailed fo r years. Its  leader, F idel 
Castro, has been portrayed as 
evil, stupid, foolish, rid icu lous and 
mad.”

W hat Is Explanation?
“ Yet,”  the ed ito ria l re luctan tly  

concedes, “ the existence and 
strength of the Cuban revolution 
a fte r five  years demand an ex­
planation. So does the fact that 
there is no apparent weakening 
o f Prem ier Castro’s appeal inside 
Cuba or of his stature as a w o rld  
figure .”  '

The “ sins and errors”  tha t the 
cap ita lis t press have “ detailed 
da ily  fo r years,”  adm its this 
mouthpiece of U.S. b ig business, 
are “ not a ll”  tha t have been hap­
pening in  Cuba. The Times then 
hands us this precious stone:

“ . . . A ll  ch ildren are getting 
.some education; the great bu lk  
are being w e ll fed and taken care 
of, however poor the ir parents. 
The Negro and m ulatto population 
—  a th ird  to a quarter —  is get­
ting  genuine equality. The Govern­
m ent leaders are untainted by any 
fiscal scandals. These features are 
new in  the h istory of Cuba.”

Poverty in  U.S.
They w ould be new i f  by some 

m iracle they existed in  the U nited 
States, the richest and most power­
fu l capita list nation on earth. Just 
today, the Times carried the re­
po rt o f John D. Pom fret from  
Sumter, S.C., de ta iling  the ghastly 
poverty conditions he witnessed. 
A  federal o ffic ia l to ld  Pom fret 
these are not jus t “ pockets of 
poverty”  in  the ru ra l South but 
poverty  tha t “ infects the entire 
p o lity .”  Pom fret te lls  of the “ ema­
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some money ju s t to subsist to  the 
next day. He explains, “ This tim e 
o f day we should get $2 to $3 an 
hour; late in  the day our price may 
drop to $1.25 an hour.”

W hat is the labor o f these men 
worth? The man speaking had 
worked 16 years as a ra ilroad in ­
spector in  D u lu th  u n til he was la id  
o ff last year. H is labor certa in ly  
should be w orth  more than the 
$1.25 an hour the van d rive r o f­
fered. He can ha rd ly  be blamed 
fo r refusing to w ork  fo r less than 
$3 an hour especially when there 
are no fringe  benefits whatever 
involved. M ere ly having to w o rk  
at a job fa r beneath his sk ills  is 
degrading fo r him. A  strong ar­
gument could be made tha t he 
should get an even higher ra te  
s im ply because he is being asked 
to degrade himself.

Skid Row Section
Most o f these men liv e  in  the 

developing skid row  sections o f 
M inneapolis near Seven Corners, 
13th and N icollet, and 13th and 
Chicago. They used to live  on 
Washington Ave. u n til the lo w - 
cost hotels there were demolished 
in  the redevelopment project. This 
made cheap liv in g  space even 
scarcer than before. The proposed 
lu x u ry  apartments along Wash­
ington Ave. and the completed 
Sheraton-Ritz H ote l m erely in ­
crease the already overabundant 
supply o f h igh -ren t apartments 
these workers cannot afford.

Because there are property own­
ers who desire cheap labor on a 
day-to-day basis, the state op­
erates a Casual Labor and Farm  
O ffice at 1309 W ashington Ave. 
South. The office used to be near 
where the employers tra d itio n a lly  
picked up the ir day laborers bu t 
was moved —  probably to make 
i t  less com petitive w ith  the many 
priva te  employment agencies.

Serves Employers
Ray C. Olson, head o f the Casual 

Labor O ffice, reflects the a ttitude 
towards these men of the employ­
ers whom he serves. Regarding 
statements by many o f the men 
tha t they are m arried and have 
children. “ Not true,”  Olsen is 
quoted as te llin g  the Minneapolis 
Star. He surveys the smoke-filled 
office where about 50 men are 
w a iting  fo r jobs and opines: “ A l­
most w ithou t exception day-w o rk - 
ers are not m arried bu t most of 
them have women.”  W hat hap­
pens to the older unemployed men 
who are m arried is not explained 
by him .

Olsen then tells the reporters 
that the men try  to “ have i t  made”  
at the end o f the day w ith  $2 in  
the ir pockets —  enough fo r a 
“ flop ,”  a ju g  of w ine  ,and “ maybe 
some food.”

W ith  a “ fr ie n d ”  like  that, who 
needs enemies?

Every day in  Minneapolis there 
is a group o f men standing on the 
east curb of 1st Avenue N orth  
near Washington Avenue, w a iting  
fo r possible jobs fo r the day. They 
are generally dressed in  blue 
denim or khak i w o rk  clothes. In  
below-zero weather one sees them 
stamping the ir feet in  an e ffo rt 
to keep warm.

Most o f these men are over 50 
years old. They hope to get day 
jobs in  an economy w hich con­
siders them too old fo r regular 
employment. The society which 
does not w ant the ir labor, how­
ever, isn’t  w illin g  to provide them 
w ith  the basic subsistence to sur­
v ive  w ithou t w orking.

No Expert Salesmen
These men have no expert sales­

men to merchandise th e ir labor 
power to potentia l employers. 
They have to sell i t  themselves. 
Through experience they have 
learned to w a it fo r the price tha t 
is the m axim um  they can expect 
a t any pa rticu la r time. Needless 
to say, the ir conversation is most­
ly  about work.

A  fu rn itu re  van comes along 
and stops at the curb. Through a 
ro lled-dow n w indow  the d rive r 
yells, “ buck and a quarter.”  The 
men on the curb calculate men­
ta lly  whether they should accept 
tha t rate or i f  there is a good 
prospect fo r a higher one la te r in  
the day.

“ Maybe this afternoon,”  one 
calls back, “ bu t not fo r tha t pay 
now.”  The d rive r in  tu rn  cal­
culates w hat m ight be the lowest 
rate they would accept. He decides 
to up his o ffe r to $1.50 an hour. 
The men decide to re ject th is also. 
The d rive r does not' desire to set 
a precedent of paying the w o rk ­
ers anywhere near the fu l l  value 
fo r  th e ir labor, so he drives off.

One man says tha t he has been 
standing there since sunrise. H ow ­
ever, he does not w ant to set a 
precedent o f selling his labor too 
cheaply u n til la te r in  the day 
when he w il l  be forced to make

James N. Snavely, a resident of 
Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, 
has been receiving threatening 
phone calls.

A  farm er has refused to sell 
h im  m ilk  fo r his children.

He was sent a newspaper photo 
of h im self w ith  his eyes gouged 
out.

He is often cursed when he 
walks the street.

Several weeks ago he was 
hauled out of bed in  the m iddle 
o f the n ight by a state trooper, a 
state dog enforcement o fficer and 
a local cop. He was taken to a 
justice of the peace where he was 
ordered to pay a $53 fine or go to 
ja il. The charge was fa ilu re  to 
buy licenses fo r his dogs. Snavely 
insisted that the dogs were not his, 
bu t strays tha t had wandered on­
to his property. The case had been 
pending fo r nearly two yeajs, and 
he had posted bond of $436'.

Snavely said tha t during  the 
hearing, conducted a fte r m idn ight 
in  the kitchen o f her home, Justice 
of the Peace Mrs. M ary Spallone, 
said to him , “ You know this is 
not m y doing . . . the pressure on 
us is te rr if ic .”

A  com plaint to the county dis­
tr ic t attorney about the post-mid­
n igh t police harassment resulted 
in  the fo llow ing  statement by the 
d is tr ic t attorney a fte r an investi­
gation:

“ A ny tim e a m inor jud ic ia ry  
o ffice r sends three police officers 
to remove a citizen from  his home 
at n igh t on a charge tha t had been 
pending fo r nearly tw o years —  a 
charge o f m inor nature — when

this citizen has furnished a ba il 
bond of $436 . . . this smacks of 
police-state tactics.”

W hy is Snavely being harassed? 
H is views and actions are not very 
unusual or extreme. “ M y fa ther 
w rote a book about the Constitu­
tion,”  he said, “ and about human 
rights. I  am a L ibera l in  every­
th ing  I  do. I ’m not a le ft-w ing  lib ­
era l or a so-called pink. I  believe 
in  the rights of man and the gen­
eral w elfare.”

The local bigots have mounted 
this campaign of harassment fo r 
one reason: Snavely had filed  a 
suit against continuation of B ible- 
reading in the public schools. 
Some of the Lebanon schools have 
not complied w ith  the recent U.S. 
Supreme Court ban on religious 
services in  the schools.

Harassment in a Small Town
Midnight Arrest

ciation”  tha t “ hollowed”  the faces 
he saw, “ the hunted look in  the ir 
eyes.”  A nd there are more than a 
m illio n  impoverished people r ig h t 
in  New Y ork  C ity  among whom 
you w il l  f in d  the same emaciated 
faces and hunted look.

R igh t out of the mouth of a b it­
te r ly  hostile leading U.S. news­
paper comes the admission that 
ju s t five  years after the Cuban 
Revolution has ended centuries- 
old foreign oppression and ex­
p lo ita tion, Cuba has accomplished 
more than the rich  United States. 
R evolutionary Cuba has v ir tu a lly  
ended ch ild  hunger, provided u n i­
versal and equal education, 
e lim inated corruption in  govern­
ment and — proudest achievement 
of a ll —  wiped out racia l in ­
equa lity  and d iscrim ination.

I f  we in  the United States could 
cla im  even ha lf as much i t  would 
indeed be our finest hour.

The 'Slave-Market' 
In Minneapolis
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A World Conflict Over Vietnam?
O ff ic ia l ta lk  in  W ash ing ton  o f a tta ck in g  N o rth  V ie tn a m  has 

subsided w h ile  Defense S ecre ta ry  M cN am ara  sorts o u t the  “ fac ts ”  
in  S outh  V ie tn a m  w h e re  the  U.S. puppe t reg im e  is to tte r in g . B u t 
p lans fo r  such an a tta ck  have n o t been fo rgo tten .

T he  Pentagon has been cons idering  such an a tta ck  ever since 
K en n e d y  sent A m e rica n  G Is in to  com bat in  S outh V ie tn a m ’s c iv i l  
w a r  e a rly  in  1962. A t  th a t tim e  th e  W a ll S tree t J o u rn a l (M a rch  
26, 1962) revea led  the  P en tagon ’s s tra te g y  in  case th e  D ie m  gov­
e rn m e n t ke p t los ing  to  the  peasant g u e rr illa s  and th e  U.S. p u b lic  
began to  be “ d is tu rb e d ”  by  the  m o u n tin g  G I casua lty  lis ts .

“ The f i r s t  m ove w o u ld  l ik e ly  be an u lt im a tu m  to  H o C hi 
M in h  [P re s id e n t o f N o rth  V ie tn a m ],”  th e  W a ll S tree t J o u rn a l re ­
po rted . “ I f  th is  w e n t unheeded, U.S. bom bers w o u ld  in  fa c t go 
to  w o rk  on th e  a irfie ld s , po rts  and ra i l  lines  o f N o rth  V ietnam '. I f  
a rm y  d iv is ions  w e re  poured in , th e y ’d be th ro w n  in to  N o rth  
V ie tn a m  n o t S outh  V ie tn a m .”

L a s t m o n th  Business W eek (Feb. 8) described the  a ttack  
p lans in  a lm ost e xa c tly  the  same te rm s. A n d  th is  act o f aggres­
sion w h ich  w o u ld  r is k  b r in g in g  C h ina  and the  S ov ie t U n io n  in to  
an a ll-o u t n u c le a r w a r w ith  the  U.S., is c a lm ly  presented by the 
m agazine as a m ag ic so lu tion  to  a l l  o f U.S. im p e r ia lis m ’s w o rld  
.p rob lem s:

“ I t  w o u ld  p a c ify  V ie tn a m  on ou r te rm s. I t  w o u ld  b lo ck  
Chinese expansion e lsew here  in  Asia . I t  w o u ld  fo rce  [Indones ian  
P re s id e n t] S uka rno  to  p u l l  in  h is  horns. I t  w o u ld  g ive  C astro pause 
be fo re  e x p o rt in g  m ore  arm s and te r ro r is ts  to  L a t in  A m erica . I t  
w o u ld  answ er de G a u lle ’s cha llenge to  U.S. leadersh ip  a round 
th e  w o r ld .”

C o lu m n is t Joseph A lsop  has s im ila r  grandiose v is ions o f the 
bene fits  an a tta ck  on N o rth  V ie tn a m  w o u ld  b r in g  to  U.S. im ­
p e ria lism , h a rd  pressed and fru s tra te d  by p o p u la r up ris ings . In  
h is  synd ica ted  co lum n  o f M arch  2 he compares the  s itu a tio n  in  
S ou th  V ie tn a m  to  the  O ctober 1962 c ris is  o ve r Cuba faced b y  
K ennedy. “ I f  P res iden t Johnson,”  he w rite s , “ m akes the  r ig h t 
tu rn  w ith  success, ju s t  as P res iden t K ennedy  d id , w e sha ll no t 
o n ly  avo id  . . . d ire  consequences . . . W e sha ll also be rew arded  
w ith  a second im m ense im p ro ve m e n t o f the  w o r ld  ou tlook , com ­
parab le  to  the  pos t-C uba  im p ro ve m e n t.”

In  o th e r w ords, i f  the  U.S. can b r in g  th e  w o r ld  to  th e  b r in k  
o f nu c le a r w a r, as in  O ctober 1962, and again be lu c k y  enough 
n o t to  a c tu a lly  s ta r t i t ,  i t  w i l l  have so fr ig h te n e d  its  opponents 
th a t i t  can have th in g s  its  ow n w a y  fo r  some tim e  to  come.

T he re  is evidence, th e  tr ig g e r-h a p p y  co lu m n is t c h e e rfu lly  
w r ite s , “ th a t P res iden t Johnson means to  take  hny necessary 
¡action, i f  s te rn  action  is recom m ended b y  M cN am ara  on h is  re ­
tu rn .”  Business W eek  also feels th a t Johnson ’s “ im p a tie n t and 
ba s ica lly  o p tim is tic  tem pe ram en t w o u ld  in c lin e  h im  to  go fo r  
b ro ke .”

James Reston, W ash ing ton  corresponden t o f the  N ew  Y o rk  
Tim es, considers the  p o s s ib ility  o f Johnson ta k in g  th is  course rea l 
enough to  u rge  h im  (M a rch  4) to  lin e  up  C ongressional app rova l 
be forehand. H e om inous ly  re ca lls  the  K orean  W ar, in to  w h ich  
T ru m a n  sent U.S. troops w ith o u t co n su lting  Congress, leav ing  
h im s e lf open la te r  to  the  R epub lican  charge th a t th a t e x tre m e ly  
u n p o p u la r w a r  was “ T ru m a n ’s w a r.”

In  fa c t, r ig h t  now  the  w a r in  V ie tn a m  is “ K e n n e d y ’s”  and 
“ Johnson’s.”  As Reston po in ts  ou t, “ Congress is a lready  fin a n c in g  
a c o n flic t i t  has n o t fo rm a lly  app roved .”  A n d  he notes w o rr ie d ly , 
“ In  an e lection  yea r, th is  cou ld  eas ily  ge t the  w h o le  ope ra tion  in ­
vo lve d  in  p o lit ic s .”  In  o th e r w ords, A m e rica n  vo te rs  m ig h t come 
to  th in k  th a t th e y  shou ld  have a say on w h e th e r o r n o t the  A m e r­
ican  boys shou ld  be k i l l in g  and d y in g  in  a c iv i l  w a r  in  South 
V ie tn a m  and w h e th e r U.S. leaders shou ld  be th re a te n in g  invasions 
and nu c le a r w a r.

Hoffa's Conviction
In  g e tt in g  a co n v ic tio n  o f James R. H o ffa , p res iden t o f the 

Team sters un ion , in  th e  recen t ju ry - ta m p e r in g  t r ia l ,  th e  fe d e ra l 
appara tus was m o b ilize d  to  an unprecedented ex ten t. Po lice  
harassm ent and su rve illa n ce  o f a l l  those connected w ith  th e  de­
fense was a p p a re n tly  m ore  m assive and in te n s ive  th a n  a n y th in g  
eve r be fo re  seen in  U.S. lega l h is to ry . I t  is  u n lik e ly  th a t unde r 
such co n d itions  th e  de fendan t had the  f u l l  b e n e fit o f h is  r ig h t to  
counsel o r h is  r ig h t  to  p riv ile g e d  (i.e . secret) consu lta tion  w ith  
h is  law ye rs . F o r, in  a d d itio n  to  a ll  else, the  p rosecution  p lan ted  
s too l-p igeons o r p rovoca teurs  in  H o ffa ’s re tinue .

These fac ts  bear o u t H o ffa ’s c la im  th a t he is th e  ta rg e t o f a 
ve nde tta  on th e  p a rt o f A tto rn e y  G enera l R obert K ennedy. W ith ­
o u t in  any w a y  b e l it t l in g  R obert K e n n e d y ’s re p u ta tio n  fo r  personal 
v ind ic tiveness , w e  shou ld  l ik e  to  p o in t o u t th a t even h is  personal 
vendettas are so c ia lly  de te rm ined . I t  was no accident th a t th e  m i l ­
l io n a ire  a tto rn e y  genera l chose th e  head o f the  c o u n try ’s b iggest 
u n io n  as h is  vende tta  ta rge t.

N o r was i t  acc identa l th a t A tto rn e y  G enera l K ennedy  showed 
h im s e lf to  be e x tre m e ly  fo rg iv in g  w ith  M iss iss ipp i G ove rno r Ross 
B a rn e tt and A labam a  G o ve rn o r George W a llace  w hen  th e y  de fied  
school in te g ra t io n  orders. A g a in s t H o ffa , K e n n e d y  d isp layed  in ­
g e n u ity  in  m u lt ip ly in g  prosecutions, w ith  th e  N e g ro -h a tin g  S ou th ­
e rn  D em ocra tic  p o lit ic ia n s  he d isp layed  in g e n u ity  in  f in d in g  rea ­
sons n o t to  prosecute.

March in Ky. 
For Strong 
Rights Law

By George Coleman
FRANKFORT, March 5 —  The 

Negro liberation movement came 
to Kentucky in  a big way today 
as an estimated 20,000 marchers 
jammed the streets of K entucky’s 
capital to demonstrate support fo r 
a b i l l  outlaw ing racial d iscrim ina­
tion in  pub lic accommodations 
w hich is now before the state leg­
islature.

The crowd, gathered before the 
capitol, had braved raw, w indy  
weather, w ith  temperatures in  the 
upper 30s, to hear Rev. M artin  
Lu ther K in g  praise the tactic of 
mass, non-violent demonstrations 
such as tha t in  Washington last 
August and th is in  F ra n k fo rt to­
day. K ing  emphasized tha t “ now 
is the tim e”  to elim inate the “ sin­
fu l”  pattern of human relations 
known as segregation. He ex­
pressed support of the idea of ex­
tending non-violence to in terna­
tiona l relations, to disarmament, 
fo r example.

Other Speakers
Also heard by the marchers 

were ex-baseball star Jackie Rob­
inson and folksingcrs Peter, Paul 
and Mary.

F rank Stanley, Jr., general 
chairman of the A llie d  Organiza­
tions fo r C iv il Rights in  Kentucky 
(AO C R ), w hich sponsored the 
march, praised the demonstrators 
fo r tu rn ing  out in  such large num ­
bers, despite the unfavorable 
weather. O n ly 5,000 had been ex­
pected to march after tornadoes 
and heavy rains struck Kentucky 
yesterday.

The B lum e b ill, which is sup­
ported by the AOCR, is actually 
a stronger public-accommodations 
measure than the c iv il-r ig h ts  b ill 
now before the U.S. Senate. W heth­
er i t  is passed or watered down 
in  th is session of the legislature, 
the Negro libera tion  movement of 
this state gives every sign of con­
tinu ing  to press fo rw ard  on this 
fro n t and m oving inev itab ly  in to 
the area of jobs and housing. In ­
deed, new allies fo r th is  coming 
struggle were to be seen among 
the marchers in  a delegation of 18 
coal m iners and the ir fam ilies 
from  Hazard, in  the Southeastern 
part o f the state. T he ir signs 
proclaimed: “ FREEDOM, JOBS
AND  JUSTICE NOW.”

The good o f man must be the 
end o f the science o f politics.

A ris to tle , Greek philosopher 
(384-322 B.C.)

Over 500 students at Carleton 
College in  N orth fie ld , Minnesota, 
observed a “ sacrifical d inner”  i.e., 
they ate nothing March 6. The 
money they w ould have spent on 
the meal was donated instead to 
the defense of the three socialist 
students at Indiana U niversity 
who face im prisonm ent fo r the ir 
po litica l views and campus ac tiv i­
ties. The Carleton students who 
united in  defense of acadmeic 
freedoip fo r a ll range on the po li­
tica l spectrum a ll the way from  
socialist to Goldwater supporters.

This unusual venture in  fund­
raising was organized by the 
Carleton chapter o f the Committee 
to A id  the Bloom ington Students. 
Chairman o f the local CABS is 
Carolyn Lund, secretary is Co- 
rinne Guntzel and treasurer is 
Tanis Walters. There are 1,500 
students at Carleton College.

A  Boost
The amount raised is an im ­

portant boost to the efforts of the 
national Committee to A id  the 
B loom ington Students to raise the 
funds fo r the tr ia l expenses, which 
are estimated between $5,000 and 
$10,000. P re -tr ia l hearings w il l  
open March 20 and, i f  the case is 
not then ended, the tr ia l w il l s tart 
soon after.

Donations and inqu iries fo r 
more in fo rm ation  may be sent to 
CABS, P.O. Box 213, Cooper Sta-

DETRO IT —  A t the ta il end of 
last month’s meeting of the Wayne 
County AFL-C IO  Council, a dele­
gate from  a teachers’ union local 
brought up an embarrassing ques­
tion.

The AFL-C IO  has endorsed and 
supported Democratic Congress­
man John Lesinski since year one, 
and his fa ther o f the same name 
before tha t —  as a great libera l 
and a ll that.

B u t this great libe ra l voted 
against the c iv il-righ ts  b il l  in  the 
House of Representatives.

So the teachers’ delegate in tro ­
duced a motion fo r the AFL-CIO 
Council to condemn Lesinski’s 
vote as “ un-American and undemo­
cratic.”

Delegate Objects
A  U AW  delegate got up to object 

to inc lud ing the term  “ un-Am eri­
can”  in  the motion.

Some other delegates spoke, in ­
c luding Council president A1 Bar­
bour, who said Lesinski’s action 
was “ in to lerant, prejudiced and 
bigoted”  and urged the teachers’ 
delegate to delete “ un-American”  
from  his motion.

The w ord  was deleted and the 
m otion was passed unanimously.

Intolerance, prejudice and big­
o try  aren’t  un-American, accord­
ing to the AFL-C IO  delegates.

tion, New York, N. Y. 10003.
The Bloom ington student de­

fendants are continuing to present 
the issues in th e ir case on cam­
puses acrosss the. country.

Unitarians Sponsor
Ralph L e v itt spoke at M aryland 

campuses at the end o f February. 
More than 75 students attended 
his ta lk  at the U n ivers ity  o f M a ry ­
land in  College Park, sponsored 
by a campus U n ita rian  group. So 
great was interest in  the case tha t 
the question period was extended 
fo r an hour. A  local CABS group 
was formed by students active in  
the local CORE and Students fo r 
a Democratic Society.

L e v itt also spoke at Goucher 
College in  Towson, Md.; at the 
M aryland Ins titu te  in  Baltim ore; 
and before a class at Ba ltim ore 
Jun io r College.

He then w ent on to Yale U n i­
versity in  New Haven where his 
March 4 ta lk  was sponsored by 
the recently-form ed Yale Social­
ist Union, f irs t socialist group on 
tha t campus since before W orld 
W ar I. The meeting was opened 
and ended by Prof. Thomas Emer­
son of Yale Law  School, a sponsor 
of CABS, who reviewed the h istory 
o f w itchhunting  ' in  America. Le­
v i t t  also held a ve ry  successful 
meeting w ith  some 50 interested 
students at C ity  College in  New 
Y ork C ity  March 5.

M any of us w ould agree that they 
have a po in t there, considering 
the h istory of th is country, N orth  
and South.

I t  was an educational discussion. 
Maybe some day the Council w il l  
have another one, on w hy the 
AFL-CIO  supports people like  
Lesinski in  the f irs t place.

ack Sooii
V ancouve r S un C o lu m n is t
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Look at Cuba

A  section o f th is  to p -n o tc h  
re p o rt on Cuba was se ria lized  
in  The M ili ta n t .  N o w  th e  
com ple te  re p o r t is  pub lished  
b y  the  C anadian F a ir  P la y  
fo r  Cuba C om m ittee .
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Jesse G ray Given 
Jail Term in N.Y.
N E W  Y O R K  —  Jesse G ray, 

leader of the H arlem  rent 
strike, was found guilty  of 
having interfered w ith  a cop 
during the eviction o f a 
H arlem  rent striker. G ray  
said he would appeal the Feb. 
28 decision of the three-judge  
court. I f  the appeal is denied 
he would be liab le to a year 
in  prison or a $500 fine.*

The ren t-s trike  leader 
made clear that the convic­
tion would not lessen his ac­
tiv ities in  the rent strike but 
would rather serve to in ­
crease them.

A  sim ilar charge against 
Donald Charles, a free-lance  
photographer, who was a r ­
rested w ith  G ray  was dis­
missed. Both w ere arrested 
Feb. 7 by cops who w ere sent 
to help city marshals evict a 
rent striker. The legality 'of 
the rent strike has been up­
held in  the courts, which  
made this eviction illegal.

Why Did They Endorse a Bigot?
By George B reitm an

B LO O M IN G T O N  D E F E N D A N T S . F ro m  le f t  to  r ig h t, R a lph  L e v it t ,  
25, James B ingham , 25, and Tom  M organ , 22, on the  In d ia n a  U n i­
v e rs ity  campus. T hey face up to  s ix  years in  p rison  fo r  th e ir  
p o lit ic a l be lie fs .

J a c k  S c o t t

Carleton Students Skip M eal 
To Aid Indiana Defendants
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C ritica l Support for Whom?

Where 4th Int'l Stands on Sino-Soviet Rift
B y Joseph Hansen

A  seventh long artic le rep ly ing 
to the Ju ly  14 “ open le tte r”  of 
the Central Committee of the Com­
m unist P arty  of the Soviet Union 
appeared in  the Peking Review  of 
Feb. 7. L ike  the previous six, the 
polemical piece was prepared by 
the jo in t ed ito ria l departments of 
Renmin Ribao and Hongqi. I t  is 
title d  “ The Leaders of the CPSU 
A re  the Greatest Splitters of Our 
Times.”

This is an im portan t insta llm ent 
in  the series, as i t  bears down 
heavily on the responsib ility of 
Khrushchev fo r the deepening 
div is ion between Peking and Mos­
cow and its repercussions among 
Communist parties throughout the 
w orld . We hope to-provide a close 
analysis of its arguments and its 
meaning in  the near future. For 
the tim e being we call attention 
to  a pecu lia rity  tha t has appeared 
in  previous articles in  the same 
series. M any of the arguments 
echo charges made by the T ro tsky­
ists against the heads of the Soviet 
bureaucracy fo r decades, bu t they 
are advanced in  guise of defend­
ing  —  Stalin!

Applaud Revisionism?
We call special attention to the 

fo llow ing  contention:
“ The Trotskyites, who have long 

been p o lit ica lly  bankrupt, are 
among those applauding the lead­
ers o f the CPSU. The fo rm er ac­
tive ly  support the la tte r on such 
fundam ental issues as the attitude 
one should take towards Stalin, 
towards U.S. im peria lism  and 
towards the Yugoslav revisionists. 
They say, ‘The situation created 
by the 20th Congress o f the CPSU 
and s ti l l  more by the 22nd Con­
gress is em inently favourable fo r 
the rev iva l of our movement in 
the w orkers’ states themselves.’ 
‘We have prepared fo r th is  fo r 
more than 25 years. Now we must 
move in, and move energetically.’ 
‘In  re la tion to the Khrushchev 
tendency, we w il l  give a c ritica l 
support to its struggle fo r de- 
S talin ization against the more con­
servative tendencies . . .’

“ Just consider! A ll  the enemies 
of revo lu tion  support the leaders 
of the CPSU w ith  a lacrity . The 
reason is tha t they have found a 
common language w ith  the lead­
ers of the CPSU in  th e ir approach 
to M arxism -Leninism  and w orld  
revolution, and tha t the revision­
is t and d iv is ive line  of the leaders 
of the CPSU meets' the counter­
revo lu tionary needs of U.S. im ­
peria lism .”

O ut of Context
The three quotations cited by 

the authors appear to read in 
logical continu ity. B u t as the au­
thors indicate, they are taken from  
a 1956 document o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  of the USA, a 
document w ritte n  five  years la ter 
by  the In te rnationa l Secretariat of 
the Fourth  In ternationa l, and a 
1963 document o f the R eunifica­
tion  Congress of the Fourth  In ­
ternational.

We w il l  no t stop here to pu t

Peking
vs.

Moscow
The Meaning 

O f the G re a t Debate
By William F. W arde

The first comprehensive eppreisel of 
the Sino-Soviet dispute from •  

Marxist standpoint
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Stalin

these quotations in to context. The 
amount of reading which the au­
thors had to undertake to fin d  
them is proof enough tha t they 
are aware of the true position of 
the w o rld  T rotsky is t movement 
and that they deliberately sought 
to fa ls ify  it. This, we agree, is in  
the trad ition  of Stalin, bu t not in  
the trad ition  of e ither Marxism , 
Leninism , or the simple tru th . The 
fact is that the T ro tsky is t move­
ment, from  the beginning, has of­
fered critica l support — not to the 
Khrushchevists —  but to the Chi­
nese.

Position W ell Known

This is w e ll known throughout 
the radical movement and fa r be­
yond. When the Khrushchevists 
call attention to it ,  they are not 
ly ing , although few people in  this 
w orld , as the Chinese should w e ll 
know  by now, are more given to 
lies and slander. [See the attacks 
on the Trotskyists by I zvestia, re ­
ported in  The M ilita n t Oct. 28, 
1963.]

Nevertheless, there is a gra in of 
tru th  in  the conviction of the edi­
to r ia l boards of Renmin Ribao and 
Hongqi tha t Khrushchev enjoys 
crtica l support from  the T rotskyis t

quarter. For the ir next insta llm ent 
we o ffe r them the fo llow ing  sen­
tences fo r quotation, saving them 
the drudgery of combing through 
T ro tskyis t publications fo r the 
past eight years in  search of some­
th ing  ju ic ie r:

“ The Trotskyists have hailed the 
process of de-Stalinization in  the 
Soviet .Union and other Workers 
states; the ir main com plaint is 
tha t i t  has not gone fast enough or 
fa r enough and tha t th is confirm s 
T ro tsky ’s position tha t i t  w il l  re f- 
quire a po litica l revo lu tion to re ­
store the program of Leninism  in  
the firs t workers’ state.”

W ith  Quotes

And here is another ju icy  sen­
tence w ith  the quotation marks 
likew ise already provided: “ As
against those who seek to restore 
the worst to ta lita rian  practices of 
the dark da£s o f Stalin, the 
Trotskyists have repeatedly de­
clared they stand fo r c ritica l sup­
po rt to Khrushchev.”

We hope tha t in  re tu rn  fo r our 
w illingness to provide such per­
fect quotations, that our friends 
responsible fo r Renmin Ribao and 
Hongqi w il l  use them in  the ir next 
article.

B ut we w ould also appreciate i t  
i f  they would explain to the ir 
audience w hy i t  is tha t on a w orld  
scale, in  the Sino-Soviet conflict, 
the Trotskyists consider the Chi­
nese side the more progressive. 
Here are a few sentences offered 
fo r  this purpose, w ith  the quota­
tion marks again provided to save 
the editors o f Renmin Ribao and 
Hongqi tim e and e ffo rt:

“ The Trotskyists consider i t  a 
slander to say tha t Yugoslavia is 
a capita lis t country. They also 
th in k  i t  is absurd and unw orthy 
o f revolutionists to grovel before 
the shade of the hated d icta tor 
S talin. They sharply disagree w ith  
the Chinese on these tw o points 
as w e ll as on a num ber of others. 
B u t in  rea ffirm ing  the prim acy of 
the in ternationa l class struggle, 
the importance of the colonial 
revolution, the need to discard i l ­
lusions about ‘parliam entary’ 
road to a socialist v ic to ry, the 
need a fte r coming to power to 
establish socialist po litica l and 
economic forms, the advisability  
of having no confidence in  the 
class enemy, and the necessity to 
oppose American im peria lism  as 
enemy No. 1, as w e ll as on other 
points, the Trotskyists th in k  the 
Chinese have done the in te rna­
tiona l revo lu tionary M a rx is t move­
ment a great service and in  this 
they o ffe r them c ritica l support.”

.  .  .  Johnson's Tax-Cut Law
(Continued from  Page 1)

everything. Last Christmas no one 
could th in k  of anyth ing to give 
h im  th a t he rea lly  needed . . . 
Some people th in k  the solution 
w ould  be to buy practica l things 
and give them  to the poor. The 
rich  man agrees tha t th is w ould 
be the cheap w ay out, bu t he re­
fuses to take it. He knows too w e ll 
tha t poverty builds character . . .”

One th ing  is sure, th is  tax cu t is 
not being underw ritten  by big 
business. Proposed tax reform s 
Which w ould b ring  in  $3.3 b illio n  
a year by plugging loopholes, ta x ­
ing  such items as overseas o il 
prem ium s and repealing the un- 
lim ited-charitable-deductions g im ­
m ick, were ground to pieces in the 
Congressional committees.

A lthough such re form  was a 
m ajor p lank in  the p la tfo rm  of 
the Democratic Party, neither 
Kennedy nor Johnson put up much 
of a fig h t to p u t i t  in to  effect.

The tax-cut may be offset now 
by a reduction in  the meager 
welfare expenditures of the fed­
eral government in  w h ich  case the 
poor w ould be the hardest h it.

In  his address on the tax -cu t 
measure, Johnson predicted tha t

M ark  Lane testified before the 
W arren Commission fo r over three 
hours at tha t body’s f irs t public 
hearing on March 4. The testimony 
was given pub lic ly  at Lane’s re­
quest.

The only part o f his testimony 
he declined to give pub lic ly  was 
the iden tity  of the th ird  person 
who allegedly met w ith  J. D. Tip- 
p itt, the Dallas patrolm an k illed  
the day o f the Kennedy’s assassina­
tion, and Bernard Weissman; the 
righ t-w inger who placed an anti- 
Kennedy advertisement in  a D al­
las paper fo r the same day.

This meeting took place at Jack 
R uby’s Carousel C lub on Nov. 14 
according to Lane. He said tha t 
the three persons spent more than 
tw o hours conferring, bu t tha t he 
d idn ’t  know w hat they talked 
about. Bernard Weissman denied 
being at any such meeting.

Justice W arren denied Lane’s 
request to serve as Oswald’s a tto r­
ney before the commission, w ith  
the r ig h t to cross-examine w it ­
nesses and to have access to com­
mission documents.

Lane said tha t he had proved 
tha t the photographs o f Lee H ar­
vey Oswald recently p rin ted  on the 
cover o f L ife  magazine and in  
many newspapers had been doc­
tored. |

Three d iffe ren t versions of the 
photograph o f Oswald holding a 
r if le  in  one hand and one or two 
newspapers in  the other have been 
published so far. According to 
Lane, a d iffe ren t r if le  is held by 
Oswald in  each o f the three ver­
sions. Moreover, Lane says i t  is 
impossible to id e n tify  the news­
paper in  the photos.

Much of the rest of Lane’s tes-

Mrs. M arguerite  Oswald

tim ony was a presentation L p f 
evidence to show tha t the shot 
tha t k ille d  Kennedy came from - a 
grassy kn o ll ra ther than from  the 
bu ild ing  in  w hich Oswald worked.1; 
He cited testimony b y  eyew it­
nesses to th is effect.

Mrs. M arguerite  Oswald, who 
hoped to find  some clue as to the. 
innocence of her son a t the tr ia l 
of Jack Ruby, was barred from  
the courtroom. The device used by 
the prosecution to do th is was to 
subpoena her as a witness. A  sub­
poenaed witness is not perm itted to 
s it in  the courtroom and hear the 
testimony of other witnesses or to 
discuss the case w ith  the press;

I t  is not expected, however, tha t 
the prosecution w il l  ca ll her; to 
the stand.

.  .  .  5,000  March on Albany

the money put in to  circu la tion 
by i t  w i l l  raise demand fo r con­
sumers’ goods several times the 
amount of the tax  cut. “ The same 
is true  of the more than $2 b illio n  
w hich businesses w i l l  no longer 
pay in  taxes,”  he asserted. He 
assumed tha t most o f the money 
saved by business w ould be re in ­
vested rather than saved.

Finance Automation
“ They w il l  use much of this 

money to buy new machinery, fo r 
new construction, fo r goods o f a ll 
kinds, and most im portan tly , fo r 
the creation of new jobs.”

B u t Johnson is not te lling  the 
whole story. Business wants funds 
r ig h t now to drastica lly revamp 
production methods, to carry 
through automation as thoroughly 
as i t  can, so tha t i t  can lay o ff 
workers, produce goods w ith  low  
labor costs, and sell fo r  increased 
p ro fits  on the w orld  and domestic 
markets. B u t the new jobs which 
are created w il l  be few  and when 
the period o f innovation is over, 
they w il l  be gone.

This period, w ith  a ll its  contra­
dictions, m ay be recalled as the 
tim e of qu ie t before the storm.

(Continued from  Page 1)
demands which, i t  was announced, 
M arch leaders were presenting to 
the governor at that very mo­
ment.

New Y o rk ’s impoverished m i­
norities did not ask, they demand­
ed: 1) a statewide m in im um  wage 
of $1.50 an hour; 2) a state law  
legalizing ren t strikes where hous­
ing does not meet basic decency 
standards; 3) the extension o f col­
lective-bargain ing rights to em­
ployes of vo lun ta ry  hospitals 
throughout the state and coverage 
o f a ll such workers by state un- 
employment-insurance and a n ti- 
d iscrim ination laws.

Other demands included e lim i­
nation o f the present lite racy test 
fo r voting; a massive program o f 
public housing at rents w ork ing  
people can a ffo rd  to pay; p roh ib i­
tion  of d iscrim ination in  appren­
ticeship tra in ing ; establishment of 
a permanent executive agency on 
automation inc lud ing representa­
tives o f the labor and c iv il-r ig h ts  
movements; and tu ition -free  edu­
cation in  a ll state-supported col­
leges.
t Randolph’s statement also de­
nounced the b ills  recently signed 
in to  law  granting the police pow­
ers in fr in g in g  on the constitutional 
guarantees against unreasonable 
search and seizure.

The marchers made th e ir way 
back to the a rm ory in  a less than 
o rderly  fashion, p a rtly  because the 
police did not pe rm it them to w a lk  
in  the streets, p a rtly  because many 
were taking advantage o f the ir 
f irs t tr ip ' to  A lbany to do some 
looking around: “ I  w ant to go in  
here so I  can say I ’ve been 
there,”  one Negro woman to ld a 
fr iend  as she went in  the side 
door of the Capitol.

W hile  the marchers were gather­
ing back at the arm ory to w a it 
fo r the reports of the various 
groups who had visited the gov­
ernor and the m a jo rity  and m i­
n o rity  leaders of both houses of 
the legislature, someone announced 
on behalf o f a l it t le  boy tha t his 
mother was lost. A  group o f Negro 
youths sang some Freedom Songs

and some 50 Puerto Ricans crowd­
ed onto the p la tfo rm  to lead the 
Puerto Rican anthem.

Eugene T. Reed, president o f the 
New Y ork  State Conference o f 
the NAACP, chaired the meeting. 
O ther NAACP spokesmen reported 
d o le fu lly  on the meeting w ith  the 
governor: Rockefeller h a d n ’ t '
promised them anything, bu t 'a ll 
hope in  the legislature, they said, 
was not lost. Leon Davis, head o f  
a large contingent from  Local 1199 
o f the D rug and Hospita l Workers, 
noted tha t the governor a t least 
had been forced to adm it tha t 
poverty d id  exist in  his state.

CORE spokesman Norman H il l  
singled out the “ no-knock”  law  
fo r particu la r denunciation. Puerto 
Rican leader G ilberto  Gerena- 
V a len tin  also was vehement in  
condemning this recently-passed 
law  w hich authorizes police to 
smash in  the doors o f houses w ith ­
out f irs t knocking or r ing ing  the 
bell.

David Livingston, president o f 
D is tr ic t 65 o f the A F L -C IO  Re­
ta il, Wholesale and Departm ent 
Store Union, over 600 o f whose 
members were on the March, said 
tha t last year Rockefeller had 
promised action on the $1.50 m in - 
im um -wage b il l  “ next year.’’ 
“ Now he says ‘next year’ again,”  
L iv ingston pointed out. “ W hat he 
to ld  us was a de fin ite  No.”

A  pamphlet 
presenting a program  
against unemployment

W H Y  C A N ’T  E V E R Y B O D Y  
H A V E  A  JOB?

B y Fred Halstead
16 pages

10c per copy
13 copies fo r $1

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New  Y o rk  3, N. Y .

Lane Denies Oswald Guilt 
Before Warren Commission
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W A R  O N  P O V E R T Y . A lgerian  Prem ier Ben B ella addresses shoe- 
shine boys whose poverty and m enial status had symbolized sub­
jugation of A lgerians by French colonists. N ew  regim e is m aking  
real e ffort to w ipe out poverty in  w ar-ravaged  country.

aratory commission, there is every 
reason to believe tha t they have 
a resolute socialist outlook.

W hatever its fo rm ula tion  may 
be, the program defends a so­
c ia lis t line. B u t then in  A lgeria 
to have any audience you have to 
be socialist. That is w hy every­
th ing  de fin itive ly  depends on the 
way in  w hich i t  w il l  be applied; 
that is, the structure, the com­
position of the F LN  assumes great 
importance. The best resolutions 
can be sabotaged by defective or 
provocative application. B u t the 
on ly guarantee tha t the line  de­
fined by the congress w il l  be 
actua lly applied resides in  the or­
ganization of a pa rty  democratical­
ly  linked to the masses, draw ing 
from  them its strength and dy­
namism.

The big danger faced by the 
A lgerian  Revolution comes less 
from  the big bourgeoisie, whose 
weakness is w e ll known, than 
from  the bureaucracy w hich every 
victorious revo lu tion necessarily 
secretes. A l l  the more so in  a 
country of low  economic level 
where there exists a not incon­
siderable layer o f small merchants, 
employes, intellectuals, aspiring to 
p lay a more im portan t role than 
under the French occupation.

Even those who are not o f petty- 
bourgeois social orig in  can change 
insofar as leadership posts en­
trusted to them by the revolution 
go to the ir heads. They acquire a 
taste fo r power, fo r the commodi­
ties tha t become available, and 
they cut themselves o ff from  the 
people. They become bureaucrats.

These bureaucrats exist in  great 
num ber in  A lgeria  and the strug­
gle at the congress w il l  be con­
ducted against them. That is, i f  
they are unable to “ m anipulate”  
the congress by the methods w e ll 
know n in  the countries o f Europe 
and i f  the voices of the genuine 
m ilitan ts  ring  out.

This means tha t i t  is necessary 
to attach great importance to the 
way in  which the delegates are 
selected. In  the A lgerian press, 
many letters from  readers demand 
tha t the delegates be elected by 
th e ir fe llow  workers or by the 
inhabitants of the v illage and 
tha t the tw o crite ria  should be 
actual partic ipa tion  in  the w ar fo r 
freedom and the ir a ttitude toward 
self-management and the present 
socialist line. This way of pro­
ceeding seems em inently desirable 
to us and could even be extended 
to designate those who are to be

members o f the FLN  before they 
proceed to elect the ir leaders.

We have not insisted on a cer­
ta in  num ber of ideas w hich ap­
pear s ti l l insu ffic ien tly  elaborated 
in  the A lgerian documents dealing 
w ith  the party. How democratic 
w il l  the in te rna l life  of the single 
party  be? How can those be heard 
who have other ideas on the prob­
lems of tactics o r strategy? How 
can the construction of a socialist 
society be reconciled w ith  the de­
sire to achieve a new u n ity  among 
“ a ll the people,”  “ like  du ring  the 
w ar?”  How to assure close ties 
between the party, the poor pea­
sants and the workers?

A ll  these questions are posed 
and w il l  certa in ly  be discussed at 
the congress. The latest issues of 
Révolution A frica ine  show tha t the 
A lgerian m ilitan ts  have already 
begun to study them and tha t the 
struggle against the bureaucratic 
degeneration of the party  and the 
state remains one o f the ir m a jor 
concerns.

We do not believe tha t the con­
gress w il l  have a magic effect 
and tha t from  the present void 
w i l l  spring a party  ideologically 
solid and linked to the masses. 
The party  w il l  be b u ilt  day by 
day in  the course of socialist con­
struction, w inn ing  lit t le  by l it t le  
the best m ilitan ts  who are now 
scattered. B u t in  the same way 
tha t a successful b ir th  can augur 
favorab ly fo r  the development of 
an in fan t, so a democratic, repre­
sentative congress w il l  assure a 
good send-off fo r the revo lu tion­
ary vanguard party  of the new 
Algeria.

If You W ant to Know 
More About the Polit­
ical Views of th e  

Algerian Leaders
Read

The Tripoli 
Program

Adopted by the Netional Liberation 
Front a t a conference in Tripoli in 
June 1962 just prior to taking the 
reins of government. '

50 cents

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N . Y.

The Coming Congress of the FLN

Algerians Face Problem of Bureaucracy
B y L . Couturier

(W orld  O utlook) —  The con­
gress o f the FLN  (N ational L ibe ­
ra tion  F ron t) is scheduled to be 
held in  about tw o months. The 
A lgerian  press is publish ing ar­
ticles and letters from  readers on 
the fu tu re  congress. The Dec. 13 
issue of Le Peuple featured the 
“ Program o f W ork fo r  the Prep­
a ra tory Commission o f the Con­
gress of the F LN .”  In  September 
President Ben Bella promulgated 
a constitu tion in  w hich artic le  23 
reads: “ The FLN  is the sole van­
guard pa rty  in  A lgeria .”  A rtic le  
24 specifies: “ The National L ibe ra ­
tion  ' F ron t defines the policy of 
the nation and inspires the action 
o f the state. I t  controls the action 
o f the National Assembly and the 
Government.”  There is rea lly  no 
need to search through A lgerian 
texts; the three letters “ F LN ”  
crossed the borders of A lgeria 
m any years ago to w in  the hearts 
of the exploited throughout the 
w orld .

Y e t i t  is necessary to recognize 
the facts —  the F LN  defined by 
the A lgerian constitution, w hich 
the m ilitan ts  are discussing —  this 
F LN  does not exist.

W hat actually exists under this 
name is a narrow  organization 
composed of m ilitan ts  whose links 
w ith  the masses vary  according to 
place but w hich are generally 
th in . For example, among the 300 
w orkers o f the Laimeche A l i  co-op­
erative o f Tizi-Rached, in  K a - 
bylie , there are fo u r party  mem­
bers although this is a “ p ilo t”  
co-operative requ iring  a m ilita n t 
background fo r those who w ork  
there.

To say tha t the FLN, a vanguard 
revo lu tionary  party, does not exist, 
is  admitted, moreover, by  most 
A lgerian  m ilitan ts. They speak

about “ creating the party  of to­
m orrow ,”  about a “ new FLN ,”  in  
b rie f, o f upsetting w hat exists 
w h ile  reta in ing the respected 
name.

The reasons tha t brought about 
the liqu ida tion  o f the F ron t are 
m ultip le . They were analyzed w ith  
great depth and lu c id ity  in  the 
T rip o li program. The leaders were 
unable to pass beyond the im ­
mediate stage of the armed strug­
gle and d ip lom atic battle. W hile 
the peasant, in  the course of com­
bat, progressed ra p id ly  on the 
po litica l level and presented more 
and more revo lu tionary demands, 
the leadership remained prisoner 
to m ilita ry-bureaucratic concepts 
and d id  not arm the m ilitan ts  
ideologically. Thus came in to  op­
eration the fusion, calamitous fo r 
a ll revolutions, between the p o lit­
ica l organization and the state 
apparatus —  i t  took the fo rm  of 
the disappearance o f the F LN  in  
the GPRA (Provisional Govern­
ment of the A lgerian  Republic) 
and its various extensions abroad 
and in  the A L N  (N ationa l L ibe ra ­
tion  A rm y) at home.

W ith  the w inn ing  o f independ­
ence, the d ip lom atic and m ilita ry  
tasks were displaced by the press­
ing need to construct a new state 
and a new society. P o litica l m ili­
tants were needed, United by a 
common ideology in  the fram e­
w o rk  of a dynamic organization. 
The T rip o li program  b itte r ly  ob­
served: “ The sole reason fo r the 
existence of a party  is its ideology. 
I t  ceases to exist as soon as i t  
comes to lack one.”

The penalty was the crisis of 
the summer o f 1962 and the con­
fusion of many m ilitan ts.

The pressure o f the peasant 
masses was such tha t the w ing  
most closely linked to them

trium phed. Ben Bella took leader­
ship of the country and began a 
socialist po licy by re in fo rc ing  and 
“ legalizing”  the management com­
mittees w hich appeared spon­
taneously a fte r the departure of 
the Europeans.

B u t the d ifficu ltie s  remained 
enormous whether they concerned 
the smooth function ing of self­
management, the problem of un­
employment, the development of 
industry  or sabotage by the bour­
geois elements or pieds noirs  (the 
French bom  in  A lge ria ). The Ka- 
byle crisis was an indication a l­
though i t  remained quite isolated; 
the demonstrations in  Oran were 
another quite worrisome indica­
tion, showing that elements op­
posed to the present course could 
fin d  a certain clim ate fo r grow th.

In  such a situation, a revo lu­
tionary  power can grow stronger 
on ly  by advancing, by paralyzing 
those in  the opposition who have 
deep social roots. Thus the rep ly 
to the “ Kabyle rebe llion”  was the 
nationalization of w ide areas of 
land. Such measures, however, 
should not be decreed em pirica lly, 
under the d irect pressure o f pass­
ing  events. W hat is necessary is a 
short and long-range plan in  order 
to  determ ine prio rities  and so tha t 
the masses can partic ipate in  a 
conscious way in  constructing a 
new society.

To carry out a plan integrated 
in  the A lgerian rea lity , to be able 
to  draw  the peasants and the 
workers in to  undertaking it, a 
pa rty  linked to them is needed. 
Thus the great importance of the 
coming congress of the FLN, and 
above a ll its  preparation.

L it t le  is known at the moment 
about the documents to be sub­
m itted to the delegates, bu t from  
the program of w ork  fo r the prep-

World Events
poisons in  South V ietnam . For 
example, Lord  Bertrand Russell 
protested in  a le tte r to the New 
Y ork Times of A p r il 16, 1963 and 
a group o f U.S. clergymen, in ­
cluding Reinhold N iebuhr, in  a 
June 1963 statement jo ined by 
over 17,000 clergymen, protested 
“ the im m ora l spraying o f parts 
o f South V ietnam w ith  crop-de­
stroying chemicals.”

New Party in Chile
A  new revo lu tionary party  was 

formed in  Chile Feb. 1 w ith  the 
m erging o f three groups —  the 
M ovim iento Revolucionario Com- 
unista, the grouping associated 
around the publication Polemica, 
and the T rotskyis t Partido Obre- 
ro Revolucionario (POR). The 
new organization decided to con­
tinue under the MRC label.

The o rig ina l MRC group was 
composed o f young students and 
workers who fo rm erly  belonged to 
the Chilean Communist party. 
W ith  the development of the C hi­
nese-Soviet conflic t, they began to 
fo rm  a pro-China tendency about 
a year ago.

A t the end o f 1963, the MRC 
joined another pro-Chinese group, 
Espartaco [Spartacus], and the 
tw o groups staged a pro-Chinese 
meeting w hich was supported by 
the T ro tskyis t POR.

The MRC broke w ith  the Es­
partaco group because i t  turned 
out to  be pro -S ta lin is t and dom­
inated by o ld bureaucrats unable 
to bu ild  a revo lu tionary party. A t 
the beginning o f the year, MRC 
called fo r the un ifica tion  o f all 
revo lu tionary groups. The POR 
and Polemica accepted.

The Polemica group was made 
up of members who had le ft the 
organized T ro tsky is t movement 
fo r one reason or another and o f 
others who had le ft the Commu­
n ist and Socialist parties.

The POR was a Trotskyist 
group, lin ke d  to the w ork ing  class, 
whose trade-un ion and po litica l

leaders are w e ll know n fo r the ir 
activ ities in  defense o f the Cuban 
Revolution. For th is they have 
suffered police persecution in  re ­
cent years.

The new party  has been joined 
by C lotario Blest and his group. 
This is o f great significance. Blest 
is the outstanding leader of the 
Chilean w ork ing  class. He was 
president o f the Chilean confed­
eration of trade unions fo r nine 
years, has been hauled into court 
m any times fo r demonstrating in  
behalf of the Cuban Revolution, 
and often jo ined in  common ac­
tions w ith  the POR.

Indian CP Looks to Gandhi
Leaders of the Communist-con­

tro lled  A ITU C  [A ll- In d ia  Trade 
U nion Confederation] conducted 
a three-day “ mass fasting,”  be­
ginn ing Feb. 20, in  im portan t c i­
ties and towns “ to press th e ir de­
mands which include reduction of 
prices of essential commodities by 
at least 25 per cent, fu rth e r re ­
vision o f the cos t-o f-liv ing  index, 
nationalization o f banking and 
state trad ing in  food grains.”  Sev­
eral hundred leaders of the A ITU C  
a ll over India, inc lud ing  its pres­
ident S. S. M ira jka r in  Bombay, 
were among the “ hunger strikers.”

This “ new”  strategy o f the pro- 
Khrushchev leadership of the in -  
dian Communist Party  came as a 
big surprise to the le ft movement. 
In  rea lity  i t  is a resort to the old 
Gandhian technique o f pu tting  
“ m oral pressure”  on the capitalist 
bosses and state machine by “ self­
suffering.”  I t  abandons the class­
ica l labor weapons of class strug­
gle such as demonstrations and 
strikes.

A  section of the capita list news­
papers saw a “ welcome change”  
in  the “ red tactics o f class w a r”  in  
favo r of more “ peaceful and con­
s titu tiona l”  methods, although 
some o f them discovered as ususal 
a “ sin ister”  game behind the 
“ strategy.”

Poison Sprays in Vietnam?
N orth  Vietnamese Foreign M in ­

is te r Xuan Thuy in  a recent note 
to  the co-chairmen o f the 1954 
Geneva conference, charged that 
U.S. forces in  cooperation w ith  
the South Vietnamese m ilita ry  had 
once again used poisonous chem­
icals in  the V ietnam war.

T huy named specific areas 
where, he charged, toxic chemicals 
were sprayed by a ir. According to 
f irs t  reports, he said, 948 persons 
inc lud ing  over 554 ch ildren had 
been seriously affected.

“ M any had vom iting  o r bloody 
evacuations, the ir sight was weak­
ened, th e ir lim bs were paralyzed, 
others lost consciousness. F ru it 
trees and vegetables were de­
stroyed in  an area o f over 250 
hectares. Cattle and other domes­
tic  animals perished or suffered 
fro m  various diseases as a result 
o f the action of the chemicals.”

There has been considerable 
protest by prom inent ind iv idua ls 
against the use o f chemical

C lotario Blest
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[Th is  column is an open forum  
for a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to  our readers. 
Please keep your letters under 
400 words. W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r use.]

The Vietnam W ar
New Y ork, N.Y.

As i t  becomes evident, even to 
the hardest-nosed H aw k in  the 
Pentagon, tha t U.S. m ilita ry  e ffo rt 
cannot b ring  “ v ic to ry ”  in  Vietnam, 
many m isinform ed citizens must 
be asking themselves, “ W hy not?”  
W hy cannot the most pow erfu l na­
tion  on earth pu t down a revo lu­
tiona ry  movement w h ich  threatens 
to overthrow  the corrup t ru lin g  
o ligarchy of a tin y , disunited, un-

“ A  b itte r ed ito ria l denouncing 
Sen. M cCarthy fo r k ill in g  the good 
name of Annie  Lee Moss appeared 
in  the March 6 Afro-Am erican, 
in flu e n tia l Negro paper:

“  ‘The good name o f Annie  Lee 
Moss was qu ie tly  put to  death 
Tuesday . . .

“ ‘A n  a ttractive woman sat be­
fore  the M cCarthy committee and 
a battery o f newsreel and TV  
cameras and charged tha t Mrs. 
Moss at one tim e was a dues-pay- 
ing member o f the Communist 
Party.

“  ‘The woman who made the 
charge adm itted tha t she d id  not 
know  A nnie  Lee Moss. She con­
fessed she w ould be unable to rec­
ognize her i f  she saw her. ■'

“  ‘The only evidence she had was 
a Communist P arty  card w hich 
showed tha t someone named A n ­
nie Moss had at one tim e paid 
dues to the Communist Party.

“  ‘B u t undisturbed by such evi­
dence Senator M cCarthy im m edi­
ately branded Annie Lee Moss a 
Communist . . .

“  ‘A nd the good name o f Annie 
Lee Moss b ru ta lly  was p u t to 
death w ithou t A nn ie  Lee Moss 
being allowed to u tte r one word 
in  defense of tha t name.

“  ‘That is M cCarthyism .’ ”  —  
M arch 15, 1954.

“ B rita in ’s ru lin g  class stands 
panic-stricken as over 100,000 
s tr ik in g  coal m iners enter the sec­
ond week o f th e ir m ilita n t strug­
gle, the greatest demonstration of 
B ritish  working-class power since 
the 1926 General S trike. The ma­
jo r ity  o f the South Wales miners, 
w ho represent the heart o f the 
s trike  movement, at ran k -a n d -file  
p it  head meetings today rejected 
the demands of th e ir treacherous 
leaders that they resume work. 
These leaders over the week-end 
sought to drum  up a back-to-work 
vote w ith  fra n tic  pa trio tic  appeals 
and g lib  promises tha t a ll the 
m iners’ demands w il l  be granted 
a fte r they re tu rn  to w ork. B u t the 
labor bureaucrats have, fo r  the 
tim e being, lost a ll control o f the 
situation. The ran k-a n d -file  mem­
bers are figh ting  mad.

“ The strike  was launched early 
last week by 85,000 workers in  the 
key South Wales collieries and 
qu ick ly  spread w ith  thousands of 
other m iners w a lk ing  out a ll over 
England and Scotland. The eon- 
flagatory sweep of th is struggle in  
B rita in ’s most v ita l industry  im ­
mediately evoked hysterica l and 
fear-ridden agitation by the entire 
capita list press.

“ The immediate provocation of 
the strike  was the refusal of the 
C hurch ill government to redress 
the grievances of the m iners aris­
ing  out o f the [m iserly  m in im um  
wage granted by the govern­
m ent.] . . —  March 18, 1944.

derdeveloped country on the south­
east Asian peninsula?

A n illu m in a tin g  answer may be 
found in  Mao Tse-tung’s philoso­
phy o f the interaction of m ilita ry  
and po litica l factors in  revo lu tion­
a ry  war. This pragm atic technique 
which the great Chinese Commu­
n ist leader developed and applied 
in  his own sucessful revo lu tion is 
b r ill ia n t ly  capsuled by H oward L . 
Boorman in  the curren t issue of 
the English “ China Q uarte rly .”  
The pertinent paragraph follows: 

“ Since Mao’s goal was the 
seizure of power”  (as i t  is also the 
objective of the V ietnam  National 
L ibera tion  F ron t) “ his analyses 
were necessarily based on under­
standing o f the fac t that, in  the 
long run, po litica l m obilization of 
the population was as im portan t 
as annih ila tion  o f the enemy’s w il l  
to  resist. C iv il-m ilita ry  relations 
were thus of the greatest im por­
tance. Mao saw the c iv il w a r in  
China as u ltim a te ly  a po litica l 
con flic t”  (a concept u tte r ly  beyond 
the lim ited  comprehension of the 
Pentagon) “ d iffe re n t from  con­
ventional contests between r iv a l 
armies conducted according to or­
thodox princip les of strategy,
e ither Napoleonic or classical
Chinese; d iffe ren t also from  the 
fa r more complex Tw entieth Cen­
tu ry  conflic t w hich had become 
above a ll economic w arfa re  in  
w hich the side w ith  access to the 
fu lles t economic resources was 
v ir tu a lly  bound to w in . In  Mao’s 
war, m ilita ry  con flic t was a func­
tion o f politics; m ilita ry  v ictory, 
on ly a p re lim ina ry  step to radical 
transform ation o f society; the
arm y, only one instrum ent in  the 
hands of the surgeons o f the Po­
lit ic a l Bureau. L ike  Clausewitz, 
Mao viewed w a r as an aspect of 
politics; as a human a c tiv ity  in ­
vo lv ing  power relations and psy­
chological factors, both ra tional 
and emotional.”

Few in  the U nited States have 
even yet learned tha t i t  was the 
application of th is simple p rinc ip le  
that brought v ic to ry  to the Chinese 
Communists. Fewer s ti l l  have any 
idea that th is is w hy the V ie tna­
mese N ational L ibe ra tion  F ron t 
has grown to unbeatable strength. 
The people of th is country have 
never been inform ed, except in  
the columns of The M ilita n t and 
other rad ica l “ opposition”  papers 
of meager circulation, tha t the 
Vietcong is not ju s t a rabble of 
half-starved guerrillas, h id ing  in  
the swamps and jungles, bu t well- 
organized arm y un its  of a power­
fu l coalition o f three po litica l 
parties and over 20 professional, 
social, indus tria l and religious or­
ganizations and representatives o f 
m in o rity  nationalities. i 

F o r years, i t  has had a program, 
a flag  and a fa r-flung  netw ork of 
committees tha t keeps in  as con­
stant and as close contact w ith  the 
people as any Tammany po litica l 
club. As fa r back as February, 
1961, i t  held its f irs t national con­
vention. This congress was at­
tended by over 100 representatives 
from  regional groups throughout 
Vietnam. Today) the N LF  exercises 
an effective and increasingly v is i­
ble po litica l control over three- 
fourths of the country. I t  operates 
through local governments, dem­
ocra tica lly  elected, w hich collect 
taxes, m ainta in  order, establish 
schools, hospitals and operate a 
simple indus tria l complex. I t  is 
well-established in  the Cities where 
workers are organized to call c rip ­
p ling  strikes, intellectuals united 
w ith in  the party , newspapers p r in t­
ed and wholesale defections ar­
ranged from  the. deteriorating 
forces of the Saigon government. 
I t  is carry ing out widespread land

reform  and defends the liberated 
areas w ith  loca lly recru ited “ peo­
ples’ armies”  w hich constantly 
w h ip  th e ir opponents by superior 
morale. This is the “ po litica l mo­
b iliza tion ”  of the people w h ich  
Mao applied and w hich the V ie t­
namese people aye now operating 
w ith  such amazing results. I t  is 
the answer to the question, “ W hy 
can’t  the a ll-pow erfu l United 
States w in  m ilita ry  v ic to ry  in  
V ietnam?”

Taylor Adams

Lomax in Baltimore
Baltim ore, Md. 

A u tho r Louis Lom ax spoke to 
an audience o f 700 at the Bal­
tim ore Jewish Com m unity Center 
on M arch 1.

He said, “ We Negroes are not 
superhuman. In  some ways we are 
like  you w h ite  folks. I f  pressed 
hard enough we w il l  fig h t back.”  

To the question, w hat can labor 
unions do to help the c iv il-righ ts 
struggle, Lom ax answered in  one 
w ord —  “ Integrate.”

He reported tha t at the New 
Y ork  W orld ’s F a ir every bu ild ing  
is being constructed by lily -w h ite  
unions. He said “ 90 per cent of 
the heavy construction workers 
are no t even citizens. Most of 
them were shooting at you in 
W orld  W ar I I .  You see w hy I ’m  
angry. I  carry a bu lle t around 
from  W orld  W ar I I .  Now I  carry 
a p icket sign and the man who 
shot me is operating the crane.”

A.R.K.

New Rights Technique
Berkeley, Calif. 

Please renew our subscription 
fo r a year. In  doing so, we w ish to 
call your attention to an interest­
ing technique in  the c iv il-righ ts  
movement tha t has been developed 
here in  C a lifo rn ia  —  tha t of shop­
ping in, whereby on^ loads up a

Propaganda Tale — Radio L ib ­
erty, w hich beams co ld-w ar pro­
paganda in to  the USSR sent ou t a 
special news release announcing i t  
has reached the Russian people 
w ith  the news tha t Cassius Clay 
had beaten Sonny Liston. In  addi­
tion, i t  reported: “ The broadcasts 
made the po in t tha t in  the U nited 
States the descendant o f a slave 
can rise to the championship 
ranks.”  This should prove in te r­
esting to Clay, a strong supporter 
of the M uslim  view  tha t the black 
people are s till enslaved in  the 
U.S.

Tax Beneficiary —  A  M arch 4 
W a ll S treet Journa l a rtic le  offered 
th is description o f one Am erican 
couple: “ Joe and Agnes Katz like  
to live  i t  up. And w ith  an income 
o f over $300,000 a year, they can 
a ffo rd  to. This w in te r they basked 
in  the sun at Acapulco, Mexico. 
They have an imposing b rick  
home in  P ittsburgh, staffed w ith  
tw o servants. In  New York, they 
m ainta in  a six-room apartm ent in  
the Hotel P ierre . . .  Joe Katz 
sports $275 suits and puffs fine  
cigars from  his priva te  stock at 
D u n h ill’s in  New Y ork. H is w ife  
wears Paris orig inals and g litters 
w ith  jewels . . . M r. Katz . . . f ig ­
ures the recently designed ta x - 
cut measure w il l  increase his 
spendable income ten per cent.”  
H ow  much d id i t  increase yours?

American Definition — The New
Y orker magazine reports tha t a 
newsstand in  a Savarin Restaurant

shopping cart w ith  groceries, 
brings i t  to  the counter, lets the 
checker ta lly  i t  up, and then walks 
out. This soon results in  complete 
chaos at the check stand and is 
ve ry  effective. Another technique 
is to  rearrange the goods on gro­
cery shelves. Both of these tech­
niques have been developed to  be 
effective where p icket lines do not 
work.

As expected, the good libe ra l 
voices c la im  tha t they cannot go 
along w ith  such “ v io len t”  meth­
ods. Nevertheless, in  the short 
space o f tw o  weeks, the discrim ­
ina ting  grocery store was forced 
to sign an agreement to h ire  more 
Negroes.

G.W.T.
R.N.

Open Letter to ACLU
New York, N.Y.

The fo llow ing  is the te x t o f a 
M arch 2 open le tte r I  have ad­
dressed to the Am erican C iv il L ib ­
erties Union.

*  *  *

In  your recently published A n ­
nual Report you outline the im ­
portan t c iv il  liberties issues o f the 
year and the ro le  played by the 
A C LU  in  the continuing defense 
of the righ ts o f a ll Americans. I t  is 
w ith  wonderment then tha t I  fin d  
tha t in  the section devoted to  the 
“ R igh t of Movement”  tha t you fa il 
to  mention the fac t tha t three of 
the students who traveled to  Cuba 
th is past summer have been in ­
dicted fo r th e ir trave l and now 
face im prisonm ent of 15 years and 
fines o f $20,000 each fo r  th e ir ac­
tion.

A dm itted ly  you do m ention the 
fact tha t the governm ent has “ tem­
p o ra r ily ”  w ithd raw n  the passports 
o f us who traveled to  Cuba bu t 
you fa il to  note then tha t th is 
order has now become “ f in a l”  and 
tha t our passports have now been

on the Connecticut Turnp ike  dis­
plays a sign declaring: “ This is an 
honor box. Anyone tak ing  papers 
w ithou t paying w il l  be pros­
ecuted.”

The Budget-Balancers —  Stop 
w o rry ing  about the b illions spent 
on armaments and w hat they do 
to your tax  dollar. The govern­
ment is tak ing  steps to curb spend­
ing. A l l  Washington agencies have 
been ordered to douse unnecessary 
lig h t at n ight.

The Treasury Departm ent also 
issued a d irective to close Venetian 
blinds at night. This, an adm inis­
tra tive  c ircu la r explained, would 
be an “ aid to avoiding public c r it i­
cism where i t  is necessary tha t 
certain ligh ts  be burned at n igh t.”

Where They Miss —  Pollster 
George Gallup says most o f the 
mistakes made by ad men and 
politic ians can be traced to  the 
same source: They underestimate

w ithd raw n  perm anently. But, of 
course, the fa r more im portan t or 
a t least dram atic tu rn  in  the gov­
ernm ent’s action is its  attem pt to 
send three o f us, inc lud ing  m y­
self, to  ja i l  fo r  s im ply trave ling  
where we want, when we want. 
The vigorous action taken by the 
A C LU  in  condemning the gov­
ernment fo r its attem pt to  w ith ­
draw  our passports Should be fol­
lowed by an equally strong action 
regarding the indictments.

Y our section devoted to the 
House Un-Am ericans in  the A n ­
nual Report is indeed a t e rro r 
when i t  contends th a t the stu­
dents involved in  the H UAC hear­
ings regarding trave l to  Cuba 
created the demonstrations tha t 
disrupted the hearings. A n y  v io l­
ence tha t took place a t these hear­
ings did so on the e xp lic it instruc­
tions o f HUAC and the capita l 
police in  an attem pt to create r io t 
conditions so tha t they could ca rry  
on the ir paranoid illus ion  o f the 
“ menace.”  Robert Zellner, fie ld  
secretary o f the Student Non­
v io len t Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) noted at the tim e tha t he 
had not seen such police b ru ta lity  
in  Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia 
or V irg in ia .

There is no proof whatsoever 
tha t the “ rio ts”  were instigated by 
the students “ in  the ga llery.”  We 
were no t there fo r troub le  b u t let 
me assure you tha t had we been 
the heads tha t were sp lit would 
no t have been ours. I t  is  to be 
hoped tha t the A C LU  in  its  en­
deavor to protect c iv il  libe rties  
w il l  concern itse lf w ith  setting the 
record stra igh t in  th is  m atte r and 
w il l  show the w ay in  m aking the 
tru th  know n about the “ rio ts ”  in  
Washington.

Phillip Abbott Luce 
for the Executive Board, 
of The Student Commits. 
te for Travel to Cuba

the intelligence o f the Am erican 
people.

The Corner Grocery —  Super­
markets are e lim ina ting  small 
groceries at a rap id  clip. “ Mom 
and Pop”  stores —  tha t is, those 
w ith  sales o f $150,000 or less a 
year —  were responsible fo r  ten 
per cent o f grocery sales in  1962 
as against 34 per cent in  1947,'

Birchers Spark Exodus — E igh­
teen o f 33 public school teachers 
in  P leasantville, Iowa, have re­
signed as a result o f w ha t they 
charge is undue interference in  
school a ffa irs  by John Birchers. 
The rem ain ing 15 teachers have 
been offered raises to stay on. A  
ju n io r high school teacher had 
been reprimanded fo r  discussing 
menstruation in  a m ixed psychol­
ogy class. 'Another teacher was 
to ld  i t  was a ll r ig h t to  read about 
communism out o f a textbook b u t 
not to discuss it.

Thought fo r the Week
“ The problem  of poverty is vast. O f the  .9,000,000 poor fam ilies  

[those w ith  annual incomes of less than $3,000], 7,000,000 have no mem­
ber fo r  whom  a job  could be found at present tha t w ould provide the 
fa m ily  w ith  a m in im um  standard of liv ing .”  —  The March 8 New Y ork  
Times.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach fhe widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for $1.

Name

Street Zone

)City Sta te

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity  Place, 
N ew  Y ork  3, N . Y .

It Was Reported in the Press
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San Francisco Hotels Give In

Sit-Ins Win Jobs for Negroes
By D avid  H erm an

NEW  YO R K  —  The Com m unity 
and Social Agency Employes 
Union, a section of the AFL-CIO  
State, County and M unic ipa l Em­
ployees union, and the six social 
w o rk  agencies struck by i t  here 
have resumed negotiations. Toward . 
the end of an 18-hour bargaining 
session in  the early m orning of 
March 10, union negotiators of­
fered to have the unresolved is­
sues settled by arb itra tion. M an­
agement refused the offer.

The strike  o f social workers and 
non-professional employes of the 
casework agencies has been at­
tacked in  the local press ever 
since i t  began Feb. 20. One such 
attack, an ed ito ria l in  the M arch 4 
New Y ork Post, claims tha t a fac­
tiona l con flic t w ith in  Local 1707

Shuttlesworth Wins 
Two Legal Battles

Rev. Fred L . Shuttlesworth, 
courageous c iv il-righ ts  leader of 
B irm ingham , figured in  tw o legal 
•victories in  the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt’s March 9 rulings.

F irs t, the high court reversed 
the Negro leader’s conviction fo r 
in te rfe ring  w ith  the B irm ingham  
police during  the 1961 Freedom 
Rides. A t tha t tim e Shuttlesworth 
was sentenced to  180 days and 
$100 fine. A labam a’s appeals and 
supreme courts had upheld his 
conviction.

Shuttlesw orth and 18 others had 
been at B irm ingham ’s Greyhound 
Bus term inal on M ay 17, 1961. 
They were try in g  to take a bus to 

-Montgomery to protest segrega­
t io n  in  bus term inals. When the 
cops began to arrest the Freedom 
Riders, Shuttlesworth asked to be 
taken too. For th is  he was charged 
w ith  in te rfe ring  w ith  the police.

The second decision of the Su­
preme C ourt concerned a case in 
w h ich  Shuttlesworth, three other 
Negro m inisters and the New Y ork  
Times had been found g u ilty  by 
Alabam a courts o f libe ling  a M ont­
gomery c ity  commissioner. The 
alleged lib e l was in  an adver­
tisement in  the Times signed by 
the Negro m inisters which de­
scribed the anti-Negro, actions of, 
the Montgomery police. The c ity  
commissioner claimed the ad re­
flected on h im  and was libelous.

Setting an im portan t precedent, 
the high court ru led tha t critic ism  
o f a public o ffic ia l fo r his o ffic ia l 
conduct could not be considered 
libe l unless deliberate malice 
could be proved. Otherwise libe l 
suits, the justices said, w ould en­
danger the freedom to comment 
about o ffic ia l conduct w h ich  is 
protected by the guarantees of 
free  speech and free press in  the 
F irs t Amendment.

“ appears largely responsible fo r 
prolonging the un ion ’s strike .”  
S trikers say the charge is baseless, 
and point to the union’s lowering 
of demands and offers to submit 
issues to a rb itra tion.

A  union spokesman pointed out 
that though union elections every 
tw o years coincide w ith  the end of 
the contract, factions have dropped 
po litick ing  during the strike.

An advertisement by the union 
in  the March 6 New Y ork  Post 
made the fo llow ing  points:

“ . . . Management is proposing 
clauses the effect of which w ould 
be to weaken the union. I t  is also 
proposing new provisions which 
w ould considerably worsen condi­
tions fo r many employees. An ex­
ample is a management demand 
fo r a 7 a.m. to 12 m idn igh t sp lit- 
sh ift fo r ch ild  care workers.

“ We have been in  negotiations 
and mediation fo r close to three 
months. We have revised our de­
mands downward several times. 
We have repeatedly stated tha t we 
are ready to negotiate fu rthe r, bu t 
management refuses to move from  
its  last ‘take i t  or leave i t ’ pre­
strike  proposal.”

The cast of East Side, West Side, 
a television program  about a social 
w orker, joined the p icket line.

The U nited Federation of Teach­
ers urged its members w ork ing  
in  institu tions struck by the social 
workers not to do any w ork  usual­
ly  done by the strikers. I t  also 
urged teachers to contribute to 
the strike-re lie f fund and to help 
m ainta in picket lines a fte r w o rk ­
ing hours.

Social w o rk  schools have th rea t­
ened to remove the ir students 
from  the agencies i f  they do not 
settle the strike  ve ry  soon. The 
agencies are p a rtia lly  staffed by 
social-work graduate students and 
recru it many of the ir social w o rk ­
ers from  amongst these students.

By H arold  Verb
SAN FRANCISCO, March 8 — 

There was an a ir of jub ila tio n  in  
San Francisco this weekend as 
c iv il-righ ts  forces celebrated a ma­
jo r  breakthrough in  the fig h t to 
end job  d iscrim ination.

The v ic to ry  was the settlement 
between the Hotel Employers As­
sociation and the embattled c iv il-  
rights groups at the Sheraton- 
Palace Hotel which had become 
the scene of mass demonstrations, 
sit-ins and mass arrests.

The settlement won by the c iv il- 
rights fighters binds 33 San F ran­
cisco hotels to a non-discrimina- 
to ry  h iring  pact ca lling fo r a two- 
year policy of h ir in g  “ in  a ll job 
categories”  on a basis of qua lifica­
tion  “ w ithou t reference to race or 
color.”  I t  also requires the hotels 
to fu rn ish  a statistical analysis 
w ith in  60 days, and at regular in ­
tervals therefater, showing the 
number o f employes who are of 
m in o rity  racia l groups (defined as: 
“ Negroes, other non-whites and 
persons of Mexican or L a tin  Am er­
ican descent” ). This in form ation 
is to  be given to a ll c iv il-r ig h ts  
representatives signing the pact. 
The pact also sets fo rth  the ob­
jective o f employment of mem­
bers of m in o rity  groups reaching 
a level of 15 to 20 per cent of 
to ta l employment by Ju ly  20, 1964. 
The hotels fu rth e r agreed not to 
b ring  any suits against any of 
those who had demonstrated and 
to request dismissal of charges by 
police against those demonstrators 
who had been arrested.

The pickets who o rig ina lly  came 
out to the Sheraton-Palace Hotel 
w ith  signs reading: “ The Shera­
ton Is Not an E qua lity  Palace,”  
“ Evers Was M urdered For Free­
dom Now,”  and “ A in ’t  Gonna Let 
No One Turn  Me Around,”  were 
responding to a call by a number 
of c iv il-righ ts groups among w hich 
the Ad Hoc Committee to End Dis-

St. Louis Rights Fighters Stand Tough

Released from Jail; Return to Picketing

Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth

M ilita n t members of the St. 
Louis Congress of Racial E quality  
—  inc lud ing five  ju s t freed on 
bond by a federal appeals court —  
renewed the fig h t against the Je f­
ferson Bank and T rust Company 
by p icketing its offices March 2.

This was the most recent de­
velopment in  the struggle which 
began here last fa ll. A  successful 
campaign by CORE and NAACP 
members in  East St. Louis against 
d iscrim inatory h ir in g  practices in  
banks there inspired s im ila r dem­
onstrations in  St. Louis. These, 
however, were met from  the start 
by police re ta lia tion  and a sp lit 
in  the Negro leadership.

Nineteen were arrested during 
demonstrations at the Jefferson 
Bank in  October. F ifteen of these 
were convicted o f c rim ina l con­
tem pt of court fo r supposedly 
v io la ting  a restra in ing order pro­
h ib itin g  interference w ith  the 
bank’s business. One of the 15, 
Negro A lderm an W illia m  Clay, 
was fined $1,000 and was serving 
a 270-day sentence. The others re ­
ceived sentences ranging from  60 
days to a year.

The decision was appealed firs t 
to  the M issouri Appeals Court and 
then to the state’s Supreme Court. 
I t  was upheld in  both these cases. 
Petitions fo r w rits  of habeas cor­
pus were filed  w ith  the U.S. dis­
tr ic t court in  St. Louis on Feb. 7. 
These too were denied.

A t the federal appellate level, 
however, a three-judge panel 
authorized the release on bond of 
the 15. F ive of them —  Lucian 
Richards, present St. Louis CORE 
chairman; Robert Curtis, form er 
St. Louis C0 9 .E chairman; Rober­
ta Toum our, w ife  o f a CORE fie ld

representative; and James Peake 
and Taylor Jones, who were lead­
ers o f the East St. Louis demon­
strations last summer —  imme­
diate ly joined picketers at the 
bank.

St. Louis CORE provoked con­
siderable reaction among the c ity ’s 
“ respectable”  Negro leadership 
when i t  announced plans to picket 
w h ile  President Johnson was in  
tow n on Feb. 14. CORE Field Rep­
resentative Eugene Tournour said 
tha t some action would be taken 
to “ pub lic ly  acknowledge”  the ex­
istence o f c iv il-r ig h ts  problems in  
the c ity. He said tha t p icketing 
or a s it- in  at the hotel where 
Johnson was staying was possible.

Picketing Johnson
Negro State Representative Hugh 

J. W hite  said he w ould p icket the 
president’s a rr iv a l a ll alone i f  
necessary. (W hite  had been ar­
rested in  connection w th  the bank 
demonstrations and had been con­
victed of d isturb ing the peace.)

The p icketing proposal was 
called a “ crackpot idea”  by David 
A. G rant, Negro legislative re ­
search d irector fo r the Board of 
Aldermen. Heading a supposedly 
“ responsible”  Negro leadership, 
G rant declared, “ We do not in ­
tend to stand by and see th is Presi­
dent o f ours blemished by i r ­
responsible people.”  Supporting 
G rant were Ernest Calloway, 
president of the Negro American 
Labor Council, and Rev. John J. 
Hicks, Negro president o f the St. 
Louis School Board.

Representative W hite  wrote 
Johnson an “ open le tte r”  on Feb. 
10 in  which he announced his in ­
tention to picket, adding, “ I  feel 
you have not been fu l ly  appraised

of the social chaos w hich is pre­
valent in  St. Louis.”

He urged that Johnson v is it the 
15 CORE members then in  the c ity  
ja il fo r the ir demonstrations at 
the Jefferson Bank.

On Feb. 13 Rep. W hite and 
CORE announced cancellation of 
plans to demonstVate during  the 
v is it o f President Johnson. CORE 
spokesman Tournour charged tha t 
M unic ipa l Judge Rodney Weiss had 
told h im  and several other CORE 
members tha t i f  they sought to 
petition the President, “ whether 
by placard, b y  leaflet, o r word of 
mouth,”  they would be immediate­
ly  arrested.

Weiss denied the statement o r 
the intention.

CORE then revived its plans fo r 
the demonstration, saying tha t “ the 
circumstances are p re tty  much 
altered,”  as the result o f the 
judge’s denial.

The c ity ’s hypocrisy was re­
vealed when 84 demonstrators 
marched toward the Chase-Park 
Plaza Hotel, where Johnson was 
speaking, on the evening o f Feb. 
14. A ll were taken in to custody 
about fou r blocks from  the hotel 
and “ questioned”  by the police. 
They were released about the time 
Johnson le ft the hotel.

Charles Oldham, a law yer and 
fo rm er national chairman of 
CORE, said protests w ould be 
made to President Johnson and 
M issouri’s Governor John M. D al­
ton.

“ I t  is a trad itiona l technique of 
a police state to arrest persons 
and hold them w ithou t charge to 
prevent them from  doing things 
you don’t  w an t them to do,”  O ld­
ham pointed out.

the cops. The Ad Hoc group then 
announced i t  w ould continue the 
demonstrations despite a restra in­
ing order w hich had been issued 
lim itin g  the picketing. I t  predicted 
tha t marchers at the next demon­
stration the next weekend would 
outnum ber those at any previous 
demonstration in  the c ity.

When this happened, the lobby 
of the Sheraton-Palace H o te l be­
came the scene of a 20-hou r bat­
tle. F in a lly  the H ote l Employers 
Association o f San Francisco gave 
in  and signed an agreement w ith  
the various c iv il-righ ts  organiza­
tions involved. B u t th is  was not 
accomplished before the “ c ity  fa ­
thers”  entered the picture.

This took the fo rm  o f a secret 
luncheon meeting between M ayor 
John F. Shelley, Human Relations 
Co-ordinator James M itche ll 
(E isenhower’s Secretary of La ­
bor) , other c ity  and state offic ia ls, 
and attorneys fo r both sides to 
the dispute.

Shelley la te r to ld how  he had 
listened to a law yer fo r  the Shera­
ton-Palace exp la in  w hy  the hotel 
w ould not agree' to  the basis fo r 
settlement discussed at the lun ­
cheon. “ I  hope you know  w hat 
you’re doing because I  don’t  th in k  
your objections are as va lid  as 
you may th in k ,”  Shelley claims to 
have said.

“Irresponsible”
E arlie r Shelley had questioned 

whether “ responsible”  groups or 
ind iv idua ls were involved in  the 
picketing. W illia m  Bradley, cha ir­
man o f San Francisco CORE, to 
offset tha t rem ark and others like  
it, replied: “ We’re  sick of man­
agement ca lling  pickets irrespon­
sible . . .  I f  ‘ irresponsible’ means 
against p re jud ic ia l h iring , then we 
are a ll irresponsible.”

D ick Gregory flew  in  especially 
to take part in  the demonstrations. 
He was arrested M arch 1. In  the 
arguments w hich raged over 
whether to obey the law  and court 
orders, he had said: “ A ny  law  tha t 
is a bad law  shouldn’t  be re­
spected. . . .  You can’t  pu t tru th  
in  ja il.”

When Tracy Sims raced through 
the lobby o f the Sheraton-Palace 
holding the signed pact high, she 
was greeted w ith  m igh ty  cheers 
from  the c iv il-righ ts  fighters. “ We 
have won fo r unborn kids,”  cried 
out D ick Gregory.

Tracy Sims, exhausted by near­
ly  50 hours w ithou t sleep, exulted: 
“ We came in  here to deal w ith  
the Sheraton-Palace and we got an 
agreement w th  33 hotels.”  She was 
carried out on the shoulders of 
ju b ila n t demonstrators.

Negro Democrats 
Quit in San Diego

One of the largest Dem o­
cratic clubs in  San Diego, 
C alifornia, a predom inantly  
Negro club, has decided to 
split from  the Democratic  
P arty .

“W e are dissatisfied w ith  
the representatives w e play a 
m ajor part in  sending to 
Washington and Sacramento,” 
the president o f the club, Ted  
Patrick, said. “W e feel these 
representatives are using c iv il 
rights as a racket.”

The decision was made by  
a 9 9 -to - l vote of the m em ­
bership.

The organization’s new  
name w ill be the Chollas 
Com m unity C ivic O rganiza­
tion. Its  program w ill  include  
a voter-registration drive and 
demonstrations against stores, 
restaurants and shopping 
centers that practice racial 
discrimination.

crim ination  and the U nited Free­
dom Movement of San Francisco 
were the prim e movers.

Sparked by Tracy Sims, an 18- 
year-old g ir l who leads the Ad 
Hoc Committee and who is already 
a veteran in  the struggle, the c iv il- 
righ ts forces staged a show of 
strength after negotiations w ith  
the hote l’s management had 
broken down. A  tota l o f 167 were 
arrested after they had defied a 
court order lim itin g  the picketing 
to 100. Some 1,500 people had 
shown up to defy the ban. A t one 
po in t the mass arrests became so 
burdensome fo r the police tha t 
they had to ask some of the 32 
g irls  already arrested to assist 
them in typ ing  up the en try rec­
ords fo r those s till being booked.

The demonstration began Sun­
day, March 1, when several hun­
dred people staged a sit-in at the 
hotel and 120 were hauled o ff by

D ick  G regory
“ You can’t  pu t tru th  in  ja i l”

Social Workers Union Near 
Strike Settlement in N.Y.


