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Washington Fans 
Anti-Cuba Drive

B y G eorge Saunders
M A Y  19 —  The U.S. is s tepping 

up its  an ti-Cuba d rive .
The past week saw a new  ra id  

on Cuba’s coast, ca rried  ou t by 
U.S.-armed, supp lied  and d irec ted  
exiles. The U.S. press is p la y in g  
up ex trava ga n t th rea ts  by  these 
c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  groups of 
m ore a ttacks on Cuba.

A t  the same tim e  the  U.S. Com ­
m erce D e pa rtm e n t im posed even 
t ig h te r  res tr ic tio ns  on sh ipm ent o f 
food and m edicines to  Cuba, ex ­
tend ing  the em bargo to  these 
item s, w h ich  in  theo ry  though 
no t in  fact, had p re v io u s ly  been 
exem pted. A n d  the U .S .-backed 
m il ita r is t  reg im e in  B ra z il b roke 
re la tions w ith  Cuba, se tting  the 
stage fo r  a t ig h te r  d ip lo m a tic  
squeeze on the  re vo lu tio n .

A l l  th is  adds up  to an a ttem p t 
by the  Johnson ad m in is tra tio n , 
w ith  an eye to  the elections, to 
show i t  is  no t “ s o ft”  on Cuba. 
The sm a ll ex ile  gangs, to ta lly  d is ­
c red ited  am ong the people of 
Cuba, cannot hope to  ha rm  Cuba 
seriously  —  unless they get U.S. 
troops to  back them .

T he U.S. m ust bear responsi­
b i l i t y  fo r  the M ay 13 ra id  on a 
sugar m il l  a t P ilo n  on C uba’s 
south coast, a lthough  —  w ith  the 
usual s tra ig h t face —  the State 
D epa rtm en t “ ca tego rica lly  den ied”  
any U.S. in vo lve m en t, and spe­
c if ic a lly  th a t the C IA  financed  it.

Ra id Leader
The facts ind ica te  the opposite. 

The ra id  was led b y  M anue l A r- 
tim e. E x iles  say he “ has close re la ­
tions”  w ith  the C IA , accord ing to 
the M ay 14 New Y o rk  Times. The 
U.S. pu t A r t im e  in  charge o f the 
B ay o f P igs invasion. T h is  fo rm e r 
B a tis ta  supporte r, cap tured in  th a t 
fiasco, was one o f those exchanged 
fo r  $29 m il lio n  w o rth  o f drugs. I t  
is iro n ic  tha t he was sent back on 
a ra id  the  same w eek d ru g  sh ip ­
m ents are cu t o ff.

Some people, ta k in g  State D e­
pa rtm e n t statem ents a t face value, 
assume th a t ra ids lik e  th is  are 
made by  exiles “ on th e ir  ow n ”  
fro m  po in ts outside the U.S. H o w ­
ever, a s im ila r  ra id  on C uba’s 
n o rth  coast las t Oct. 21 was ex ­
posed beyond doub t as a d ire c t 
C IA  opera tion  fro m  U.S. te r r ito ry .  
A n d  the recent ra id  on M ay  13 
was ca rried  ou t by m o to r launches 
opera ting  fro m  a m o the r ship o f 
the “ Rex typ e ”  ju s t as the O ctober 
ra id  was.

T he Rex was the  m o the r ship

in  the O ctober ra id . I t  f le w  a 
N icaraguan flag . C uban defense 
forces captured tw o  o f its  ra id in g  
boats. C IA  agents caught in  them  
revealed de ta ils  about the Rex and 
its  operations.

S um m ing up th is  in fo rm a tio n  in  
an Oct. 31 speech, Castro revealed 
tha t the Rex operated fro m  W est 
P a lm  Beach, no t N icaragua , under 
d ire c tio n  o f a C IA  agent named 
“ C apta in  W a lly .”  “ W a lly ”  pa id  the 
crew , w h ich  was headed by  A le ­
ja n d ro  B ru , a fo rm e r com m ander 
in  B a tis ta ’s navy. U.S. reporters, 
checking  C astro ’s charges, found 
th a t a sh ip ca lled  R ex had re ­
tu rned  to  po rt at W est P a lm  Beach 
Oct. 28, w ith  tw o  m o to r launches 
m iss ing  fro m  th e ir  places on the 
ship. T he  p o rt opera tions d ire c to r 
acknow ledged th a t the R ex p ro b ­
a b ly  belonged to the C IA .

A n o th e r coun te r-re vo lu tion a ry  
group ge tting  a b ig  p lay  in  the 
papers now  is th a t led by M anue l 
Ray. Ray was squeezed o u t o f the 
B ay o f Pigs opera tion  as be ing too 
“ le ft , ”  supposedly advoca ting  “ F i-  
de lism o w ith o u t F id e l.”

S tate D epartm ent approva l of 
R ay ’s c u rre n t operations, however, 
shows tha t he, too, is now  regarded 
as a re lia b le  coun te r-re vo lu tion a ry  
in  W ashington. A nyone desirous o f 
p reserv ing  any o f the gains o f the 
Cuban re v o lu tio n  w o u ld  get no 
arm s o r support fro m  U.S. im ­
pe ria lism . Ray has been in d ire c tly  
on the U.S. p a y ro ll —  w ith  a 
$10,000 a year “ jo b ”  w ith  the 
P ue rto  R ican governm ent. U.S. 
a u tho ritie s  p e rm itte d  R ay ’s group 
to tra in  on P ue rto  R ican soil.

No ex ile  group, w h e the r R ay ’s 
o r A r t im e ’s, cou ld get an attack 
o ff  the ground o r even ex is t fo r 
long w ith o u t U.S. governm ent sup­
port. W ash ing ton the re fo re  is re ­
sponsible fo r  the  ha rm  done to the 
Cuban people and econom y by  the 
des truc tive  p ira t ic a l raids.

The new  order th a t anyone in  
the U.S. des iring  to sh ip  food or 
m ed icine to Cuba m ust f ir s t  secure 
an e xp o rt license ends the  feeble 
pretense tha t, fo r  “ hu m a n ita ria n  

(Continued on Page 6)

A S  T H O U G H  S H E  W E R E  A  D A N G E R O U S  C R IM IN A L . C a m ­
bridge rig hts  leader G lo ria  Richardson leaves bus u nd er arm ed  
guard on re tu rn  fro m  A rm o ry  w h e re  she was held a fte r  being  
ja ile d  in M a y  11 street dem onstration .

Gas and Bayonets Disperse 
Cambridge, Md., Protesters

B A L T IM O R E  —  Tear gas and 
bayonets w ere  used in  Cam bridge, 
M d., to  disperse c iv il- r ig h ts  dem ­
onstra tors w ho w ere pro tes ting  the 
presence o f the rac is t governor 
o f A labam a, George W allace. 
Fourteen dem onstrators, in c lu d in g  
G lo ria  R ichardson, the leader of 
the c ity ’s Negro com m un ity , were 
arrested the n ig h t o f M ay 11 by 
N a tio n a l G uardsm en sent in  to en­
force m il it ia  law . (M a r t ia l la w  is 
fo rb idd en  by the M a ry la n d  con­
s titu tio n .)

M any dem onstra tors as w e ll as 
bystanders w ere made i l l  the 
tea r gas and tw o  dem onstra tors 
w ere  hospita lized. Some dem on­
stra to rs  showed reporte rs  cuts and 
bruises in f l ic te d  by  bayonets and

rough trea tm ent. T w o  Swedish re ­
po rte rs  w ere arrested when they 
attem pted to  go back in to  the N e­
gro  section o f tow n  to  get th e ir  
auto.

A n  e a rlie r dem onstra tion  the 
same even ing by 300 dem onstra­
to rs  w ho m arched tow a rd  G over­
no r W allace ’s ra l ly  in  the w h ite  
section o f tow n, was dispersed 
w hen the G ua rd  threatened the 
use of tea r gas. T h is  dem onstra­
tio n  fo llow e d  a freedom  ra l ly  
w h ich  heard such m il ita n t Negro 
leaders as Law rence La nd ry , 
leader o f the Chicago school boy­
co tt and pres ident o f A C T , the 
new  coa litio n  o f c iv il- r ig h ts  lead­
ers; S tan ley Branche, head o f the 

(Continued on Page 6)

NURSING ANTI-POVERTY 'WAR' TILL NOVEMBER

F id e l Castro

B y  A r t  P reis
W aite rs  and bartenders have a 

lo a th in g  fo r  those characters w ho 
bu y  a cup o f coffee o r a sm all 
beer and then occupy a tab le  
som etim es fo r  hours “ n u rs in g ”  it .  
I  am  rem inded o f th is  type by 
P res iden t L yn do n  B. Johnson and 
the “ w a r on p o v e rty ”  p rogram  
he’s been to u tin g  a lm ost since he 
in h e rite d  the lease on the W h ite  
House.

People w ho  on ly  scan the head­
lines o r sk im  th rou gh  the  news 
colum ns m ay be fo rg iv e n  the im ­
pression they have received, and 
Johnson in tends to  convey, th a t 
he has b low n  the bug le  fo r  the 
las t a ttack, th a t in  the  n o t d is ta n t 
fu tu re  p o ve rty  in  the  U n ite d  States 
w i l l  be ju s t an archaic w o rd  in  
the unabridged  d ic tio n a ry .

W ha t they m ay no t have noticed, 
bedazzled b y  a ll th a t Johnson 
press agen try , is th a t h is  “ w a r on 
p o v e rty ”  is to  be financed  b y  new  
ap prop ria tions  to ta llin g  o n ly  $500

m illio n  a year. T h is  sum, as I 
po in ted out in  m y  a rtic le  o f M ay 
4, am ounts to less than $20 a year 
fo r  each o f the 50 m illio n  people 
a c tu a lly  l iv in g  in  po ve rty  and 
less than $30 a year fo r  each o f 
the 32 m illio n  poor o f Johnson’s 
ow n p re -s h ru n k  statistics. *

A f te r  I  w ro te  m y  f ir s t  a rtic le . 
I  feared I  m ig h t have done the 
P resident an in jus tice , a lthough 
th a t w o u ld  be ha rd  to  do. I  read 
w here  he plans to propose a b i l­
lio n -d o lla r p rogram  to re lieve  
p o ve rty  in  the ten-sta te  A pp a­
lach ia  area alone. B u t w hen I  got 
in to  the  story, I  found  th a t he 
was asking Congress fo r  on ly  $228 
m illio n  do lla rs  in  fisca l 1965. A n d  
w hen I  tu rned  inside the paper to 
w here  the s to ry  was con tinued and 
f in a lly  read the las t paragraph, 
I  saw w here  George E. Reedy, 
Johnson’s press secretary, ex ­
p la ined  th a t the A ppa lach ia  m on­
ey is also supposed' to  come fro m  
the o r ig in a l $500 m illio n  po ve rty

Socialist Nominee 
Urges Ouster of 
Commissioner

NEW  Y O R K , M ay  19 —  C lif to n  
D eB erry , Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
candidate fo r  P res iden t o f the 
U n ited  States, today dem anded the 
rem ova l fro m  o ffice  o f N ew  Y o rk  
C ity  P olice Com m issioner M ichae l 
J. M u rp h y  on the grounds o f 
“ an ti-N egro a c tiv itie s ”  and “ the 
fa b rica tio n  by  M u rp h y ’s po lice de­
pa rtm e n t o f the ‘hate gang’ hoax 
in  H a rle m .”

D e B erry  ca lled  fo r  a u n ited  
cam paign “ b y  a ll forces in  the 
s trugg le  fo r  Negro and P uerto

  .
N E W  Y O R K  T IM E S  R E F U T E D .  
T h e  H a rle m  social agency, 
H A R Y O U , b randed the T im es  
story o f “h ate  gang” in  H a r le m  
as w ith o u t basis in  fact. F o r te x t  
of H A R Y O U  sta tem ent see 
page 2.
  .
Rican e q u a lity  fo r  M u rp h y ’s oust­
er.”

In  a s ta tem ent issued th rough  
his na tiona l cam paign headquart­
ers here, D e B e rry  said the “ s to ry  
about a gang o f Negro you ths 
tra ined  by  ‘d iss ident B la ck  M us­
lim s ’ and dedicated to  m u rd e rin g  
w h ite  persons in  H a rle m  is a com ­
plete fa b rica tio n , m anufac tu red  
ou t o f w ho le  c lo th  b y  M u r ­
p h y ’s po lice  and ce rta in  d a ily  pa­
pers.”

D e B e rry  said M u rp h y  had p ro v ­
en h im s e lf to be “ in v o lv e d  in  the 
most irrespons ib le  sort o f a c t iv ity  
—  a conspiracy to lie  to  the pub lic , 
to  w h ip  up  a n ti-N e g ro  hys te ria , 
and to  ju s t i fy  po lice  v io lence 
against Negroes and P uerto  R i­
cans.”

The Negro p re s id en tia l cand i­
date po in ted ou t tha t the  stories 
abou t an organized a n ti-w h ite  
m u rd e r gang have been f la t ly  
denied b y  a ll responsib le social 
agencies in  a pos ition  to kn o w  the 
s itua tion  am ong the you th  o f H a r­
lem . (See te x t o f s ta tem ent by 
H A R Y O U  on page 2.)

“ One reason the po lice o ffic ia ls  
m anufactu red  th is  ‘hate gang’ 
hoax,”  said D eB erry , “ was to 
th ro w  a smokescreen over the  
cases o f po lice b ru ta li ty  w h ich  the 
c iv il- r ig h ts  and P ue rto  R ican o r ­
ganizations have been exposing re ­
cen tly , and to b u ry  the dem and 
fo r  an independent c itize n ’s re ­
v ie w  board to  investiga te  charges 
o f po lice b ru ta li ty . ”

D e B e rry  c ited  the  recent k il l in g s  
o f th ree  P ue rto  R icans by  police.

(Continued on Page 2)

fund  in  Johnson’s Jan ua ry  bu d ­
get message.

One o f the b ig  deals Johnson 
has prom ised in  h is p o ve rty  p ro ­
g ram  is to tra in  a h a lf-m illio n  u n ­
em ployed, m a in ly  you th , in  “ new 
s k ills .”  Now , I ’m  a g reat be lieve r 
in  education b u t I  was som ewhat 
taken aback w hen I  read w h a t 
Sargent S h rive r, w ho is re la ted by 
m arriage  to the  sem i-b illiona ire  
K ennedy fa m ily  and w ho heads 
the p o ve rty  program , to ld  a con­
ference o f 100 lead ing corpo ra tion  
executives. He said th a t $300 m il­
lio n  o f the $500 m il lio n  is go ing 
to tra in  youths fo r  jobs —  “ t ra in ­
in g  w h ich  w i l l  be a fa ilu re  unless 
the young people w ho  go in to  i t  
kno w  they w i l l  go to  w o rk  when 
they graduate .”  I t  seems the y  w i l l  
be tra in ed  fo r  jobs th a t don’t  ex ­
ist.

In  fact, S h riv e r noted, businesses 
used to  tra in  new  w o rke rs  r ig h t 
on the jo b  and th is  was especia lly  

(Continued on Page 6)

Ga. Negro Woman 
Charges Abduction

M IL D G E V IL L E , Ga., M a y  
2 —  A  N egro  m o th e r o f tw o  
teen-age boys has sw o rn  o u t 
a w a rra n t fo r  the  a rre s t o f a 
w h ite  m an w ho, she charged, 
abducted h e r and h e r sons.

The m o th e r asserts th a t the 
m an stopped th e  ca r in  w h ich  
she and her sons w e re  r id ­
in g  and took  them  to  his 
home w he re  he asked h is 
w ife  i f  the  tw o  boys w ere  
the  ones w ho  had a lle g e d ly  
w h is tle d  a t he r. The m an ’s 
w ife  re p o rte d ly  said th e y  
w ere  not.

T he m an was released on 
bond pend ing  a h ea ring  b y  
the  grand  ju r y  w h ic h  meets 
in  J u ly , said Leon Cox, ex ­
ecu tive  secre ta ry  o f the  A t ­
lan ta  N A A C P  branch , w ho  
jo u rn e ye d  here to  assist the  
m other.

MILITANT
"Fire New York Police Head 

For Anti-Negro Activities!"

The Target Is ‘E’ Day -  ‘E'lection Day
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... Demands Ouster of New York Police Head
Social Agency Refutes N .Y . Times

[O n  M ay 6 the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es repo rted  th a t a researcher 
fo r  H A R Y O U  (H a rle m  Y o u th  O p p o rtu n itie s  U n lim ite d ) , a 
social agency p a r t ia l ly  subsid ized by  th e  fe d e ra l gove rnm en t, 
had co n firm e d  th a t a “ ha te ”  gang had been organized in  
H a rle m  fo r  the  purpose o f a tta c k in g  w h ites . O n M a y  7 H A R ­
Y O U  issued a d e n ia l o f the  Tim es  s to ry . A  p a r t o f the  den ia l 
was b u rie d  on an ins ide  page o f the  Tim es. The fo llo w in g  is the  
com p le te  te x t o f the  H A R Y O U  sta tem ent. I

T he s to ry  repo rted  in  the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es  o f M ay 6, 1964 
a tt r ib u t in g  to a researcher o f H a rle m  Y o u th  O p p o rtu n itie s  U n ­
l im ite d  in fo rm a tio n  in d ic a tin g  the  existence o f a H a rle m  gang 
o r gangs in d o c tr in a te d  and tra in e d  by  d iss iden t B la ck  M us lim s 
and dedicated to  organized a n t i-w h ite  a c t iv ity  has no basis 
in  fact.

The f i r s t  p o in t o f fac t is th a t the re  is n o th in g  in  the  data 
co llected by  the  H A R Y O U  research s ta ff w h ich  w o u ld  suppo rt 
the  con ten tion  th a t the re  ex is ts  in  the  H a rle m  c o m m u n ity  a 
g roup  o r groups o f young  people w ho  are dedicated to  o rgan ­
ized a n ti-w h ite  v io lence. The m a te ria ls  and tapes co llec ted  by 
the  H A R Y O U  s ta ff  do docum ent a genera l concern o f the  
young  people w ith  such spec ific  p rob lem s in  the  c o m m u n ity  as 
inadequate  education, b locked  jo b  op p o rtu n itie s , la ck  o f recrea­
tio n a l fa c ilit ie s , poor housing, and a lleged po lice  b ru ta li ty .  There 
is considerab le  evidence o f deep a lie n a tio n  and despa ir and in ­
creasing a n t i-w h ite  fee lings  am ong the  young  people o f C en­
tra l H a rlem . T h is  fa c t has been docum ented in  th e  H A R Y O U  
re p o rt, “ Y o u th  in  the  G he tto : A  S tu d y  o f the  Consequences o f 
Powerlessness and a B lu e p r in t  fo r  C hange.”

I t  m ust be repeated, how ever, th a t the re  is no specific  
evidence in  the  H A R Y O U  file s  w h ich  supports the  con ten tion  
o f the  existence o f an organized a n t i-w h ite  gang in  the  com ­
m u n ity  and no such sta tem en t was m ade by  a H A R Y O U  s ta ff 
m em ber.

A  ju n io r  m em ber o f the  research and p ro g ra m  s ta ff  o f 
H A R Y O U  d id  ta lk  w ith  a re p o rte r o f the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es  on 
Tuesday, M ay 5, 1964. T h is  in te rv ie w , w h ich  was also a ttended 
b y  ano the r person, d e a lt w ith  the  yo u n g  peop le ’s in tense con­
cern w ith  a llega tions  o f m is tre a tm e n t by  th e  po lice. The issue 
o f the  existence o f an a n t i-w h ite  gang in  the  H a rle m  c o m m u n ity  
was ra ised in  the  fo rm  o f questions by  the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es  re ­
po rte r. The H A R Y O U  s ta ff m em ber asserts th a t h is  response 
to  these questions was th a t he had heard ru m o rs  to the  e ffe c t 
th a t such a g roup  existed b u t th a t he d id  n o t have any e v i­
dence o f th e ir  existence.

H A P E V IL L E , Ga. —  “ U pside- 
do w n  ju s tic e ”  in  A lb an y , Ga., was 
assailed by  the  board o f the 
S outhern Conference E ducationa l 
F und  a t its  sem i-annual m eeting 
here  over the  M ay  17 w eek end.

The board  ca lled  upon the  De­
p a rtm e n t o f Justice to  confess e r­
ro r  in  the con v ic tio n  and sen­
ten c ing  o f leaders and m em bers of 
the  A lb a n y  M ovem ent in  U.S. D is ­
t r ic t  C ourt.

SCEF, a S ou thw ide c iv il- r ig h ts  
group  based in  N ew  Orleans, 
charged th a t num erous instances 
o f po lice  b ru ta li ty  against in tegra- 
tion is ts  “ have been ignored by  the 
U.S. D e pa rtm en t o f Justice  and 
the  fed e ra l g rand  ju r ie s ”  in 
Sou thw est Georgia.

“ Y e t these same fed e ra l agen­
cies m ove s w if t ly  against m em ­
bers o f the  A lb a n y  M ovem en t a f­
te r  the y  p icketed fo r  one hour 
the  superm arke t o f a fr ie n d  of 
lead ing  p o lit ic ia n s  in  Southwest 
G eorg ia .”

The  SCEF leaders urged P res i­
de n t Johnson to  “ use h is  in f lu ­
ence to  ̂  r ig h t  th is  w ro n g .”  They 
also ca lled  upon Johnson and A t ­
to rn e y  G eneral R obert F . K ennedy 
to  p ro te c t students and others a id ­
in g  in  vo te r-re g is tra tion  in  the 
South th is  sum m er.

Mississippi P ro jec t

“ W e are especia lly concerend 
abou t the  sa fe ty o f some 1,000 
young  people w ho  are fo llo w in g  
the  c a ll o f conscience to  go in to  
M iss iss ipp i to  a id  in  v o te r reg is­
tra tio n , com m u n ity  w o rk , and tu ­
to r in g  o f u n d e rp riv ile g e d  s tu ­
dents,”  the  board  said.

“ We c a ll upon the P res iden t and 
the A tto rn e y  G eneral, as head of 
the  Justice  D epartm ent, to  use 
th e ir  pow ers to  the  fu lle s t ex te n t 
to  p ro te c t the nonv io len t. W e ask 
th a t th is  be done th rou gh  the  use 
o f fede ra l m arshals, augm ented by 
fed e ra l troops i f  necessary. We 
ask th a t the  p r iv a te  arm ies of 
Gov. George W allace and o ther 
o ff ic ia ls  be abolished.”

SCEF also renew ed fo r  the 
fo u rth  year a g ra n t to  the  S tudent 
N o n v io le n t C o ord ina ting  C o m m it­
tee (S N C C ) to finance  w o rk  on

Weekly Calendar
C H IC A G O  

RACISM AN D REVOLT IN SOUTH  
AFRICA. Speaker, Tom W arren. Fri., 
May 29, 8 p.m. Debs Hall, 302 S. Canal
St. Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.

•
DETROIT

HEAR SOCIALIST VIEWS O N  RADIO. 
Every Monday, 7:15-7:30 p.m. Station 
W Q RS-FM  (105.1).

•
LOS ANGELES 

JUNE 5 -  ROBERT BURKART, O r­
ganization Co-ordinator, Western Re­
gion, United Auto Workers, will speak 
on the Effects of Cybernation and Auto­
mation on American Labor and Industry. 
Fri., June 5, 8:30 p.m. 1702 E. 4th St. 
Ausp. M ilitant Labor Forum.

*  *  *

Theodore Edwards presents a Marxist 
view of the news in his bi-weekly radio 
commentary. Fri., May 29, 6:45 p.m. 
KPFK-FM (90.7 on your d ial).

•
NEW  YORK  

Symposium on W HAT'S  BEHIND THE 
HARLEM "H A TE -G A N G " S C A R E .  
Panelists: CLIFTON DeBERRY, presiden­
tial candidate of the Socialist Workers 
Party: JU N IU S  GRIFFIN, author of the 
N. Y. Times series on the Harlem "hate- 
gangs;" Q U EN TIN  HA N D , Assistant Di­
rector, Harlem Action Group: W ILL IA M  
REED, representative of New York 
CORE; JAMES SHABAZZ, aide to Min­
ister Malcolm X and accused of being 
"legal advisor" to the "hate-gang." 
Fri., May 29, 8:30 p.m. 116 University 
PI. Contrib. $1. Ausp. M ilitant Labor 
Forum.

*  *  *
:

FRIDAY, JUNE 5 -  M A R C  D. SCH-
LEIFER, answers questions from a panel 
of artists on A rt and Socialism.

Rev. F red  S h u ttles w o rth

w h ite  college campuses in  the 
South. I t  voted suppo rt o f a new  
student o rgan iza tion  g ro w in g  out 
o f th is  w o rk , the S outhern S tu ­
den t O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee  (SS- 
O C).

P resident o f SCEF is the Rev. 
F red  L . S hu ttlesw o rth , leader o f 
the  c iv il- r ig h ts  m ovem ent in  B i r ­
m ingham , A la ., and secre tary o f 
the  S ou thern Christian Leadership 
Conference. He presided a t the 
board m eeting.

De Gregory Still Target 
Of N.H. Witch-Hunters

CONCORD, N.H., M ay  19 —  
H ugo De G rego ry ’s ten-year f ig h t 
against the  pow er o f N ew  H am p­
sh ire  le g is la tive  com m ittees to  in ­
q u ire  in to  his personal be lie fs  and 
associations w i l l  con tinue a t M e r­
rim a ck  C oun ty  S uperio r C o u rt to ­
m orro w . De G regory  w i l l  then be 
charged w ith  con tem pt o f the state 
le g is la tu re  fo r  his re fusa l on No­
vem ber 22 to answer questions 
about h is past associations and 
ac tiv ities .

A f te r  exhausting  a ll lega l rem e­
dies to  rem a in  s ile n t —  a fte r his 
case had been in  the New  H am p­
sh ire  Suprem e C ourt seven tim es 
and in  the U.S. Suprem e C ourt 
tw ice  —  he y ie lded  and swore on 
Nov. 12, 1963 th a t he is n o t a 
m em ber o f the  C om m unis t P a rty . 
H e refused, how ever, to nam e any 
associates, and so h is persecution 
b y  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l W ill ia m  
M aynard , N ew  H a m psh ire ’s one- 
m an le g is la tive  in ves tig a ting  com­
m ittee , continues.

(Continued from  Page I )
In  a ll these instances, the police 
in vo lve d  were, as is custom ary, 
com p le te ly  cleared despite w ide ­
spread protests.

“ Inc iden ts  such as these,”  said 
D e B e rry  “ do no t stem fro m  c iv i l-  
r ig h ts  dem onstrations. T hey  are 
ju s t the  eve ryday resu lt o f p re ­
ju d ic e  and abuse o f a u th o r ity  by 
in d iv id u a l cops. T h is  prob lem , 
w h ich  has been w ith  us a long 
tim e, is reason enough fo r  a c it ­
izens’ re v ie w  board. B u t recen tly  
top o ffic ia ls  o f the  po lice depa rt­
m ent, especia lly  C om m issioner 
M u rp h y , have created a new p ro b ­
le m  and g re a tly  m ag n ified  the  in ­
cidence o f po lice b ru ta li ty  and the 
danger o f irrespons ib le  po lice 
v io lence.”

“ In  an a p pa ren tly  ig n o ra n t and 
hys te rica l reaction  to  the g row ing  
strugg le  fo r  Negro e q u a lity ,”  De­
B e rry  said, “ C om m issioner M u r­
ph y  has launched a concerted cam ­
pa ign to s lander the m ore m il ita n t  
c iv i l- r ig h ts  leaders, to  fan  the 
open and la te n t an ti-N egro  p re ­
ju d ic e  o f m ost w h ite  cops, and to 
prepare fo r  m assive repressions —  
Southern  s ty le  —  o f the c iv i l-  
r ig h ts  m ovem ent.”

Communion Message 
He c ited  M u rp h y ’s M a rch  15 

speech a t a com m union b re ak fas t 
fo r  6,000 po licem en here. A t  tha t 
tim e  M u rp h y  denounced as “ i r ­
responsib le”  th ree o f the more 
m il i ta n t  N egro leaders: b la ck  na­
tio n a lis t spokesman M a lco lm  X, 
H a rlem  ren t-s tr ike  leader Jesse 
G ray, and H e rb e rt C a llender, 
cha irm an o f B ro n x  CORE w h ich  
was in vo lve d  in  mass protests 
against po lice  b ru ta lity .

The Com m issioner w a rned  his 
audience against c iv i l- r ig h ts  lead­
ers w ho  have “ s in is te r m otives”  
and are ou t to  “ create chaos in 
the c o m m u n ity ”  accord ing to  some 
“ b loody  b lu e p r in t.”

T h a t speech, said D eB erry , “ was 
a th in ly  ve iled  in c ite m e n t o f the 
cops to  v io lence against c iv i l-  
r ig h ts  dem onstra to rs.”  A t  th a t 
tim e  D e B erry  w ro te  an a rtic le  fo r  
The M il ita n t  (M a rch  23) w a rn in g  
o f “ the  po ss ib ility  o f a fra m e -u p  —  
aim ed m ost p ro b a b ly  at M a l­
co lm  X .”

In  today ’s statem ent, D e B e rry  
said th a t on A p r i l  28 the  com ­
m issioner “ made another o f his 
speeches c la im in g  th a t the  po lice 
depa rtm ent was be ing subjected to 
a ‘p lanned pa tte rn  o f a tta ck ’ in  
connection w ith  c iv i l- r ig h ts  dem ­
onstra tions.”  D e B e rry  po in ted ou t 
th a t M u rp h y  had also m ade a 
speech M ay  6, a t the  h e ig h t o f the 
“ hate gang”  s lander, denouncing 
a proposal by  c iv il- r ig h ts  leaders 
fo r  a c iv ilia n  re v ie w  board on po­
lice  b ru ta lity .

“ The t ru th  is,”  said D eB erry , 
“ th a t the  people in  the  ghettos are 
fed up  w ith  the  doub le  s tandard

of la w  enforcem ent w hereby  po­
lice  b reak  in to  apartm ents to he lp 
s lum lo rds  e v ic t tenants, b u t f in d  
eve ry  excuse in  the book to  avo id  
en fo rc in g  the  law s against rats, 
s lum lords, segregation and po lice  
b ru ta lity .  M u rp h y ’s reaction  to th is  
is the ty p ic a l reaction  o f an ig ­
no ran t, p re jud iced , n a rro w , po lice 
m ind . He tries  to  exp la in  aw ay as 
some k in d  o f ‘conspiracy,’ w h a t is 
re a lly  a w idespread and general 
revu ls io n  a t the ro le  o f the po­
lice  in  ghetto  life . I t  is dangerous 
to  have such a m an as po lice  com ­
m iss ioner a t a tim e  lik e  th is .”

Raid On R ifle  Club

D e B e rry  c ited  the  M a y  12 ra id  
on the  T ri-P od  R ifle  C lu b  in  H a r­
lem  as another in d ica tio n  o f “ the 
o u tr ig h t ra c ia l p re ju d ice  under 
M u rp h y .”  The soc ia lis t candidate 
po in ted  ou t th a t the  T r i-P o d  c lub  
was id e n tic a l in  eve ry  respect to 
ove r a hund red  o th e r such m arks­
m anship  c lubs in  the  c ity , except 
th a t i t  was composed o f Negroes. 
“ H e d id n ’t  o rd e r the  o th e r clubs 
ra ided ,”  said D eB erry , “ o n ly  the 
Negro one.”

D e B e rry  ca lled  fo r  a un ited  e f­
fo r t  o f a ll c iv il- r ig h ts  forces be­
h in d  the  dem and fo r  a c iv ilia n  re ­
v ie w  board, “ w ith  representatives 
o f c iv il- r ig h ts  and P uerto  R ican 
groups s it t in g  on i t . ”  Such a board, 
he said, should have “ w atchdog 
com m ittees”  w h ich  w i l l  “ be a v a il­
ab le to  the  o rd in a ry  N egro and 
P ue rto  R ican r ig h t  in  the ghetto 
areas, so th a t com p la in ts  can be 
made any tim e  and somebody can 
get dow n to  the  sta tion  to  m ake 
sure nobody gets beaten up .”  He 
said such a board  should have the 
pow er to  subpoena po lice  and to 
inspect prisoners in  stations.

The  “ ha te-gang”  scare, w h ich  
occupied headlines in  N ew  Y o rk  
C ity  u n t il last week, began w hen 
po lice  arrested s ix  you ths and 
charged them  w ith  the A p r i l  29 
m u rd e r o f a w h ite  storekeeper in  
H a rlem . So fa r, no  evidence d i-  
re c te ly  l in k in g  the  s ix  you ths w ith  
th a t m u rd e r has been revealed. 
Newspapers, how ever, reported  
po lice  c la im s th a t the  s ix  w ere  
m em bers o f a gang tra in e d  by

“ d iss ident B lack  M us lim s”  to 
m u rd e r w h ites.

In  today ’s statem ent, D e B e rry  
also said i t  “ is in  the v ita l in te r ­
ests o f the e n tire  H a rle m  com ­
m u n ity  to  w a tch  closely the tre a t­
m ent accorded the  s ix  accused 
youths, to m ake sure they have 
adequate lega l representa tion , and 
to  guard  against th e ir  t r ia l  be ing 
tu rn e d  in to  a propaganda c ircus in  
w h ich  the  N egro co m m u n ity  w i l l  
be slandered and m il ita n t  c iv il-  
r ig h ts  forces fram ed-up .”

D u r in g  the  newspaper hys te ria  
about the  “ hate gang,”  an om inous 
sta tem ent was made b y  Queens 
D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  F ra n k  D. O ’Con­
no r. He announced M a y  8 th a t he 
was “ w a tch in g  statem ents and ac­
tions by M a lco lm  X  ve ry  close­
ly ”  and accused the b lack na­
tio n a lis t spokesman o f in c it in g  to  
v io lence.

Helps Build  Scare
A n o th e r boost to  the hys te ria  

was g iven b y  E ric  M . Jav its , can­
d ida te  fo r  the  R epub lican no m in a ­
tio n  fo r  State Senator and nephew  
o f U.S. Senator Jacob K . Jav its . 
He ca lled  M a y  9 fo r  a g rand  
ju r y  in ves tig a tion  o f the  alleged 
gang.

A l l  the  c iv il- r ig h ts  groups, h o w ­
ever, denonunced the  stories abou t 
the  “ ha te gang.”  The N ew  Y o rk  
B ranch  o f the N A A C P , fo r  ex ­
am ple, cha llenged the  po lice  to  
“ produce the  facts to  ju s t i fy  the  
hys te ria  th a t has been created.”

The re a l source o f the  tension 
in  H a rle m  was in d ica ted  b y  a 
w h ite  m erchan t quoted in  the  M ay  
7 New  Y o rk  T im es  as saying: 
“ Years ago, w hen I  f ir s t  came to  
H a rlem , I  th o u g h t th a t you should 
never show a N egro yo u ’re  a fra id  
o f h im . T a lk  tough, I  a lw ays 
though t, and he’l l  respect you. So 
I  used to  ta lk  tough, and I  never 
had any troub le . B u t today, you 
ta lk  tough —  and th e y  get v i ­
cious.”

The  new  s itu a tio n  is s im p ly  th a t 
the people o f H a rle m  aren ’t  go ing  
to be pushed a round any m ore 
w ith o u t f ig h t in g  back. The police, 
am ong others, so fa r  have n o t ad­
ju s te d  them selves to  th a t h is to r ic  
change.

THE
TRAGEDY of VIETNAM

W here Do W e Go From Here?

by Helen B. Lam b
In  th is  pa m ph le t an econom ist long  fa m il ia r  w ith  the 
F a r East, deals a u th o r ita tiv e ly  w ith  such questions a s :.

•  W h y  are A m ericans f ig h t in g  and d y in g  in  V ie tnam ?

•  W h ich  “ freedom s”  and whose are a t stake in  th is  war?

•  W ho d iv id e d  V ie tn a m  in to  N o rth  and South and w hy?

•  W ho backs the L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t o f the  G u e rr illa s  and
its  program ?

•  W h a t is the  m eaning o f “ N e u tra lis m ”  fo r  South V ie t­
nam?

•  H o w  can the f ig h t in g  be stopped and peace estab­
lished?

Single copy, 10c; 7 copies, 50c;
15, $1; 50 o r m ore  40% discount.

BASIC PAMPHLETS. Dept. G
Box 42, Cathedral Station, New  York, N .Y . .10025

SCEF Leaders Score Role 
Of Justice Dep’t in the South
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F A R M  S C E N E , U S A . H uge fa rm  ow ners pay f ie ld  w orkers  m in -  
iu m u m  subsistence wages and p ro v ide  no d ay tim e  accom m oda­
tions fo r ch ild ren .

D E T R O IT , M ay 11 —  In  a state­
m en t today, F ra n k  L o ve ll, state 
cha irm an o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  and candidate fo r  gov­
ernor, d isc la im ed any connection 
between h is p a r ty ’s pub lica tions  
and the “ hate le tte r”  c ited  in  the 
M ay  10 D e tro it News. The hate 
le tte r, t it le d  “ The M ich iga n  M i l i ­
ta n t,”  was w id e ly  c ircu la te d  in 
D e tro it  and in  o the r m idw est cities, 
In  i t  is a “ death l is t ”  and “ pu n ish ­
m en t l is t ”  aim ed at “ e rr in g  com ­
m un is ts ”  fo r  th e ir  fa ilu re  to  c a rry  
o u t “ re v o lu tio n a ry  v io lence”  and 
te rro r.

“ W e do n o t be lieve in  in d iv id u a l­
is tic  acts o f te rro r is m  o r vio lence,”  
said Lo ve ll. “ W e have a p rog ram  
fo r  socia lism  and we are t ry in g  to 
w in  ove r the  m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk ­
in g  people to  th is  p rogram , w h ich  
w i l l  p ro v id e  answers to unem p loy­
m ent, po ve rty , nuc lea r and ‘ l im it ­
ed’ w a r and to race p re jud ice . 
These’ p rob lem s are generated by  
cap ita lism , and in  ou r v ie w , cap­
ita lis m  cannot be changed and re ­
placed b y  socia lism  u n t il the mass 
o f people desire th is . In  the m ean­
tim e  w e support e x is tin g  s tru g ­
gles fo r  freedom  and jus tice  and 
educate w o rke rs  abou t the  society 
in  w h ic h  they live . I t  is prec ise ly  
because th is  hate le tte r  is designed 
to  antagonize, and no t w in , w o rk ­
ers to  a socia lis t v ie w p o in t, th a t 
w e be lieve th is  le tte r  to be the 
p ro d u c t o f r ig h t-w in g e rs  a ttem p t­
in g  to smear o u r p a rty  and press 
and the  la bo r and Negro cause in  
genera l.”

In  M ich igan , in  1960, the  So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  pub lished a 
w e e k ly  “ M ich igan  M il i ta n t ”  new s-

B y Bob G reg er
B R O O K LY N , M ay 18 —  A c ­

co rd ing  to  n ine  witnesses, a po lice­
m an o f the  81st P rec inc t s tarted  
chok ing  an o ld  la d y  in  an em p ty  
doo rw ay e a rly  in  the a fte rnoon  of 
S atu rday, M ay  9.

Perhaps he was t ry in g  to con­
v in ce  he r th a t cries o f “ po lice 
b ru ta l i ty ”  are, as Police Com m is­
s ioner M u rp h y  m ain ta ins , p a rt of 
a com m un is t p lo t to ham per New 
Y o rk  cops. B u t the  c row d  th a t 
ra p id ly  gathered on B roa dw ay 
near Gates A ve. in  the  B e d fo rd - 
S tuyvesant area, B ro o k ly n ’s N e­
gro  ghetto, saw i t  d iffe re n tly .

“ Y ou  w o u ld n ’t  do th a t i f  she 
were w h ite ,”  ca lled  ou t M rs. M a ry  
W rig h t, a 28-year-old expectan t 
m other. The po licem an tu rned  
fro m  m a u lin g  the old  w om an and

L.A. Forum Will Hear 
Unionist on Automation

LO S A N G E LE S  —  The effects 
o f cybe rna tion  and au tom ation  
upon labo r, the c iv il- r ig h ts  m ove­
m en t and in d u s try  w i l l  be d is­
cussed a t the M il i ta n t  La bo r 
F orum , 1702 E. 4 th St., F r id a y , 
June  5 a t 8:30 p.m. Featured 
speaker w i l l  be R obert B u rk a rt,  
O rgan iz ing  D e pa rtm en t C o-ordina­
to r  fo r  the  W estern Region o f the 
U n ite d  A u to  W orkers  U n ion . H is 
years o f experience as a U A W  
organ izer have a ffo rd ed  h im  f ir s t ­
hand know ledge o f the problem s 
caused by the ra p id  advance o f 
au tom ation .

T he sub ject is re la ted  to  a 27- 
page m em orandum  sub m itte d  re ­
ce n tly  to  P resident Johnson by 
some 30 p ro m in e n t persons, in ­
c lu d in g  such figu res  as G unnar 
M y rd a l, L in u s  P au ling , W . H . F e r­
ry , W ill ia m  W o rth y , James Boggs, 
R a lph  H e lste in , and M ichae l H a r­
r in g to n , c o n s titu tin g  the A d  Hoc 
C om m ittee  on the T r ip le  R evo lu ­
tion . T h e ir  docum ent contends the 
U.S. faces a cris is  o f g ro w in g  
p o ve rty  and unem p loym ent in  the 
m id s t o f an economy of po ten tia l 
abundance. \

F ra n k  L o v e ll

le tte r. N a tio n a lly , the p a rty  is in  
agreem ent w ith  the v iew s ex­
pressed in  the socia lis t newspaper, 
The M ilita n t.

“ I t  is no t on ly  the s im ila r  tit le s  
w h ich  show th is  le tte r  as a r ig h t- 
w in g  sm ear o f ou r o rgan iza tion ,”  
L o v e ll added. “ The pose o f ‘le ft- 
w in g  c r it ic ’ o f the C om m unis t 
P a rty  by  th is  phony le tte r  is de­
signed to  l in k  us to  the le tte r  too. 
I t  is kno w n  th a t ou r p a rty  sup­
po rts  m any o f the ideas o f Leon 
T ro tsky , w ho was a severe c r it ic  
o f the C om m unis t P a rty  and o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy in  the Soviet 
U n ion .”

s tru ck  M rs. W r ig h t in  the face. 
F righ tened , she started  ru n n in g  
dow n the street, the cop in  p u r ­
su it. A  w h ite  bystander a ttem pted 
to  ho ld h im  back, b u t he was 
shaken o ff. The cop caught the 
p regnant w om an and then, w i t ­
nesses say, s ta rted  chok ing  her.

The crow d  g rew  la rg e r and tr ie d  
to in te rvene . The po licem an got 
a b loody nose in  the ensuing scuf­
fle . He thereupon sing led o u t 16- 
year-o ld Raphael Johnson and 
p u lle d  h im  fro m  the crow d.

The o ld  w om an, whose m is tre a t­
m en t started  the  w ho le  a ffa ir ,  was 
accused b y  po lice o f se lling  f lo w ­
ers fo r  M o th e r’s D ay w ith o u t a 
license.

M rs. W r ig h t w e n t to  the police 
p rec inc t to  p ro tes t young John­
son’s a rrest and the m is trea tm e n t 
she had received. Upon m ak ing  
he r com p la in t, she was arrested.

W hen Johnson got o u t la te r 
on S500 ba il, he d isp layed n u m ­
erous bru ises cove ring  his face and 
body. H e c la im ed fo u r  cops had 
beaten h im  in  the sta tion  house. 
W itnesses to  his a rrest say he was 
unm arked  be fore be ing taken to  
the po lice sta tion.

P icke t L in e
On M ay  15, the  n e x t F rid a y , ten 

m em bers o f B ro o k ly n  CORE s ta rt­
ed a p icke t lin e  in  f ro n t  o f the 
81st P rec inc t s ta tion. I t  sw e lled 
s tead ily  to  300, as residents o f the 
co m m u n ity  spontaneously jo in e d  
the dem onstrators. The lin e  con­
tin u e d  fro m  4 in  the  a fte rnoon  
t i l l  10 th a t n ig h t. The p icke t signs 
read: “ N ew  Y o rk ’s F inest Is N ew  
Y o rk ’s W o rs t!”  and “ I t  W il l  Be 
W orse, J u ly  1st!”  T h a t is the  date 
w hen N ew  Y o rk ’s new  “ No- 
K n o c k ”  and “ S top-and-Frisk”  law s 
become effective .

T h is  la test instance o f po lice 
b ru ta li ty  has spu rred  B ro o k ly n  
CORE to  d ra w  up a p ro g ra m  o f 
action. I t  inc ludes pe tition s  de­
m and ing  the  a rrest o f the p o lice ­
m an in vo lve d  fo r  fe lon ious as­
sau lt; p icke ting , be g inn ing  June 1, 
a t selected po lice  prec incts a ll over 
the  c ity ;  and a mass tu rn o u t fro m  
the  com m u n ity  a t the  June 15 
t r ia l  o f Johnson and M rs. W rig h t.

B y Constance W eissm an
“ T here  is no be tte r place to be­

g in  the w a r against po ve rty  than 
in  the  fie lds  w here  m ig ran ts  h a r­
vest the crops they cannot a ffo rd  
to bu y ,”  w rite s  A . P h ilip  R andolph 
in  a le tte r  to the New  Y o rk  T im es  
o f M arch  20. R andolph w e n t on to 
pro test the pa y in g  o f 55 to  65 
cents an h o u r to a g r ic u ltu ra l 
w o rke rs  fro m  the B r it is h  W est In ­
dies ha rves ting  the F lo r id a  crops. 
He po in ts ou t th a t F lo r id a  is sur- 
sounded b y  S outhern states w here  
unem p loym ent is v e ry  h igh . Last 
Ju ly , the B ureau o f E m ploym ent 
S ecu rity  set a m in im u m  wage of 
95 cents an h o u r to p ro tec t domes­
t ic  fa rm  w o rke rs  in  the area. U n ­
der pressure fro m  F lo r id a  sen­
ators, the W h ite  House suspended 
th is  95 cent wage u n t il a fte r  the 
harvest in  A p r i l.  Hence the im p o r­
ta tio n  o f W est In d ia n  w o rke rs  to 
F lo rida .

R andolph, w ho is a v ice  p res i­
dent o f the A F L-C IO , signed his 
le tte r  as co-chairm an o f the  N a­
tio n a l A d v is o ry  C om m ittee  on 
F a rm  Labor. T h is  com m ittee  has 
issued a pam ph le t e n tit le d  A g r i­
business and Its  W orkers, in  w h ich  
i t  po in ts  ou t th a t fa rm  w o rke rs  
have the  low est wage rates and 
to ta l wages and the h ighest u n ­
em p loym ent rates o f any group in  
the U.S. w o rk in g  force.

These “ fo rgo tte n  A m ericans”  
w o rke d  an average o f 137 days in  
1962 i f  they were no t m ig ra to ry ; 
116 days i f  m ig ra to ry . F u r th e r­
m ore, fa rm  la b o r fa m ilie s  are 
plagued b y  diseases re la ted  to poor 
d ie t and u n san ita ry  l iv in g  and 
w o rk in g  conditions. T h e ir  w o rk  is 
one o f the th ree  m ost dangerous 
occupations in  te rm s o f job-con­
nected accidents.

H undreds and thousands o f 
ch ild re n , m any o f them  no t ye t 
teen-agers, w o rk  in  the  fie lds, 
o ften  on days w hen they should 
be in  school.

Youngsters W o rk in g

“ I  saw fa m ilie s  w o rk in g  —  fa ­
the r, m other, o lde r ch ild re n , and 
youngsters w ho cou ld n o t have 
been m ore than  e igh t o r n ine ,”  
one account in  the  re p o rt relates. 
“ H ang ing  dow n fro m  th e ir  belts 
and between th e ir  legs w ere  open 
sacks in to  w h ic h  th e y  th ru s t po­
tatoes w ith  unbe lievab le  speed. 
The hands o f the adu lts  m oved 
lik e  m achines, each hand seem­
in g ly  gu ided b y  a separate force. 
Some m oved so ra p id ly  i t  was 
ha rd  to fo llo w  them . The young 
ch ild re n  w o rke d  at a s low er pace, 
and as the sacks g rew  heavy they 
found  them  m ore and m ore d i f f i ­
c u lt to  d rag . . .  A s I  w atched 
them  w o rk , m y com panion to ld  
me th a t several weeks e a r lie r  a 
baby had died in  a p rune  orchard . 
Its  parents had been p ic k in g  and 
the baby, a six-weeks o ld  in fa n t, 
was ly in g  on a b lan ke t nearby. 
The coroner said death was fro m  
m a ln u tr it io n  and too m uch ex ­
posure to heat.”

F a rm  w o rke rs  liv e  in  squalid, 
insect-in fested shanties. In  H ights- 
tow n , N ew  Jersey, less than 100 
m iles fro m  N ew  Y o rk  C ity , seven 
men and wom en tom ato  p ickers  —  
none o f them  re la ted  —  were 
found  l iv in g  in  f i l t h  in  a ten-foot 
square ta rpa pe r shack fo r  w h ic h  
they  w ere  charged $10 a w eek fo r  
ren t. Some o f the states,* lik e  
C a lifo rn ia , th a t p ride  them selves 
on th e ir  f in e  new  housing fo r  
fa rm  w o rke rs , have b u ilt  i t  a ll 
ba rracks-like , fo r  s ing le  men, w ith  
no p ro v is io n  fo r  th e ir  fam ilies .

One o f the scandalous aspects 
o f the fa rm  w o rke rs ’ p lig h t is 
th a t they are d e lib e ra te ly  excluded 
fro m  the lega l p ro tections th a t 
o th e r U.S. w o rke rs  have acquired 
—  such as a m in im u m  wage, a 
ban on c h ild  labo r, a guarantee 
o f the r ig h t  to  organize in  unions, 
d is a b ility  insurance and w o rk ­
m en’s com pensation.

G iven  such conditions, w h y  does 
anyone app ly  fo r  fa rm  labor? 
“ The answ er is o ften  la ck  o f any 
a lte rn a tive  means o f ea rn ing  a 
liv in g . Some fa rm  w o rke rs  are

b o m  to  it ,  d isadvantaged as c h il­
dren, and la ck in g  the e lem entary 
tra in in g  to m ove in to  o th e r w o rk . 
Some are forced in to  it :  the dust-bowl

 tragedy m oved m any Anglos 
o ff  dead land and a fte r crops 
w h e re ve r they m ig h t be; and as 
the a g r ic u ltu ra l re v o lu tio n  l iq u i­
dates sharecropp ing and as m a r­
g ina l sm a ll fa rm ers  go under, 
the y  t r y  to  s tick  to the w o rk  they 
know .

“ Some have a d d itiona l d isadvan­
tages w h ich  aggravate th e ir  pov­
e rty  and ignorance. I t  is no co in­
cidence tha t m ost m ig ran ts  and 
seasonal w o rke rs  in  a g ric u ltu re  to ­
day are e ith e r Negroes o r M exican  
A m ericans . . . Seasonal w o rkers  
in  a g ric u ltu re  tend to be the 
poorest and m ost defenseless of 
the w o rk  force: people w ith
lim ite d  access to o th e r occupations, 
w ith  l i t t le  education o r oppor­
tu n ity  fo r  education ; people ha nd i­
capped b y  race, language, and c u l­
tu ra l d iffe rences.”

F a rm  em ployers te s tify  th a t 
they  have to  im p o rt fo re ign  w o rk ­
ers because A m ericans w o n ’t do 
“ stoop”  labor. T h is  is no t true . 
A m erican  w o rke rs  w o rk  at m any 
jobs th a t are ju s t as ho t and 
d ir ty ,  ju s t as backb reak ing  as 
fa rm  labor. N o r is i t  r ig h t  to  com ­
p la in  th a t the re  are no t enough 
fa rm  w o rke rs  ava ilab le . The 
tru th  is there  is no t enough w o rk  
to go around, ill-re w a rd e d  though 
i t  is.

E veryone know s th a t the fa m ily  
fa rm  w here  the h ired  man was 
a social equal to  the fa rm e r has 
d ied ou t be fore the trem endous 
p ro d u c tiv ity  o f the mechanized 
fa rm . The la tte r, ca lled a “ p la n ta ­
t io n ,”  depends on a p le n t ifu l sup­
p ly  o f cheap labo r. P la n ta tio n  
ow ners have seen to i t  th a t the 
governm ent gives them  u n lim ite d  
freedom  to  f ix  wages and hours 
and keep ou t un ion ism  and social 
bene fits  fo r  the w orkers.

O ne-th ird  o f the  people w ho 
made th e ir  l iv in g  as fa rm ers  have 
been fo rced  o ff the la n d  in  the 
la s t ten years because the y  could 
n o t m ake a liv in g . T hey  have to 
choose between low -pa id  and 
sporad ic em p loym ent in  a g r ic u l­
tu re  and the d im in is h in g  num ber 
o f u n s k ille d  non-fa rm  jobs.

M eantim e, the p lan ta tions  are 
in  some cases so fa b u lo u s ly  b ig  
as to  d e fy  im a g in a tio n . F o r in ­
stance, one, in  C a lifo rn ia , owns 
2,800 square m iles  o f land. 
O w ners inc lude  such g ia n t cor­
pora tions as S tandard O il and the 
Southern  P ac ific  R a ilro ad  w ho are 
thus em ployers o f fa rm  labo r. In  
m any cases, i t  was the govern­
m en t w h ich , by  b u ild in g  dams, 
o u t o f A m erican  taxpayers ’ money, 
made the land p roduc tive . Y e t 
these m ig h ty  corpora tions are 
exem pt fro m  social s e c u r i t y  
and unem p loym ent com pensation 
taxes. They are pressing fo r  the 
im p o rta tio n  o f fo re ign  w o rke rs  
and, o f course, do no t pay a m in ­
im u m  wage.

A rkansas has some o f the  r ic h ­
est so il in  the na tion  and is a 
lead ing  cotton producer. The la rge  
cotton p lan ta tions  pa id the low est 
wages in  the U.S. —  30 cents an 
h o u r o r  $3 fo r  a ten-hour day (n o t 
coun ting  tra v e l tim e  a lthough  
m any o f the w o rke rs  came across 
the r iv e r  fro m  M e m p h is ) . H um an 
la bo r was cheaper than m ach ine ry  
fro m  1950 to 1960 and the present 
m echan ization in  the area is the  
em p loyers ’ answ er to a ttem pts to  
raise substandard wages o f the 
exp lo ited  w orkers .

In  case anyone wonders how  
people can be persuaded to w o rk  
fo r 30 cents an ho u r: the answer 
is in  a head line in  a loca l paper 
in  St. F rancis C ounty, A rkansas: 
“ C oun ty  Judge Slashes S urp lus  
Food L is t  to P rov ide  Loca l L a b o r 
fo r  C otton H a rves t.”

The b ig  corpora te  grow ers ca ll 
the dom estic w o rke rs  u n re lia b le  
and w inos, undeserv ing o f decent 
wages. A  C a lifo rn ia  w o rk e r com ­
m ents: “ T hey  ca ll us tram ps, yeah, 
the y  c a ll us tram ps, w inos, an y ­
th in g  else. B u t i f  i t  w asn’t  fo r  us 
tram ps, tha t they c a ll us, you  
w o u ld  n o t have no clothes, no  
food, no sugar, no no th ing . We 
have to  go o u t and m ake it ,  th in  
it, p ic k  it, ga ther i t  . . .  I f  i t  w asn ’t  
fo r  us tram ps the c ity  people 
w o u ld  be in  one a w fu l f ix . ”

A nsw ers Bosses

Agribusiness and I ts  W orkers  
answers a l l the usual argum ents 
the em ployers use against decent 
wages, such as increase o f fa rm ­
ers’ costs (the  increase is in  cost 
o f m ach inery , no t la b o r ) ; the con­
ten tion  tha t fa rm e rs ’ expenses are 
m ore  “ f ix e d ”  than those o f o the r 
businesses (w h y  is the  cost o f a 
tra c to r m ore  “ f ix e d ”  than  the cost 
o f steel?)

I t  is an illu s io n  to  th in k  —  as 
the g ian t fa rm  m onopolists dem ­
agog ica lly  c la im  —  th a t the  fa m ­
i ly  fa n n  is threatened i f  fa rm  
w o rke rs  are inc luded  in  social leg ­
is la tion . L o w  wages m ake i t  ha rde r 
fo r  sm all fa rm ers  to  compete. T hey  
are th rea tened by com petition  
w ith  low -wage labo r.

The charge th a t fa rm  w o rke rs  
are responsib le fo r  th e ir  ow n 
m iserable cond itions is n o t true . 
T hey  have tr ie d  to un ionize , the y  
have tes tifie d  a t governm ent hear­
ings, b u t the y  are powerless be­
cause o f th e ir  p o ve rty  and la ck  
o f p o lit ic a l and econom ic organ i­
zations —  because the  A F L -C IO  
has fa ile d  so fa r  to  re a lly  th ro w  
its  w e ig h t beh ind them  w ith  an 
a ll-ou t o rgan iz ing  d rive .

Copies o f the  48-page illu s tra te d  
bookle t. Agribusiness and Its  
W orkers  m ay be ob ta ined fro m  
the N a tio n a l A d v is o ry  C om m ittee  
on F a rm  Labor, 112 East 19th St., 
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y . 10003.

No p rice  has been p u t on the  
pam ph le t b u t the  com m ittee  w i l l  
apprecia te a c o n trib u tio n  o f 25 
cents a copy to h e lp  d e fra y  the  
cost o f pu b lica tio n .

Brooklyn Negroes Charge 
Cop Tried to Choke Woman

Photo courtesy N at’l Committee on Farm  Labor

Agribusiness and Its Workers

America's New Plantations
Lovell Hits Mich. Hate Sheet 
As Attempt to Smear SWP
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U.S.-VIETNAM COMMUTER

Are McNamara Trips Losing War?

George Meany — Hypocrite
A F L -C IO  P res iden t George M eany p roved  h im se lf a l ia r  and 

a h yp o c rite  w hen  he f in a l ly  made a p u b lic  s ta tem ent, M ay 14, on 
the  ra c is t w a lk o u t by  w h ite  p lum be rs  a t the  B ro n x  T e rm in a l 
M a rk e t site. The  p lum bers  —  m em bers o f M eany ’s ow n P lum bers 
Loca l 2 —  had w a lke d  o ff  the  jo b  A p r i l  30 in  a re fusa l to  w o rk  
w ith  one N egro  and th ree  P ue rto  R ican p lum be rs  h ire d  by the 
co n tra c to r a t the  request o f th e  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  H um an R igh ts  
C om m ission.

T he N egro  and P u e rto  R ican p lu m b e rs  had tr ie d  in  va in  to 
get in to  L o ca l 2. T hey had been forced —  by  the  rac is t, jo b - tru s t 
po lic ies  o f the  loca l —  to go to  the  c ity  agency and the  em p loye r 
in  o rd e r to  ge t a un ion ized  job .

Instead o f dem and ing an end to  th e  loca l’s p o lic y  o f rac ia l 
exc lus ion , M eany made a sta tem en t o f a l l-o u t su ppo rt to  the  
ra c is t w a lk o u t. L ik e  the  lo ca l’s o ffic ia ls , he tr ie d  to  ju s t i fy  i t  as 
a s im p le  re fusa l to  w o rk  w ith  n o n -u n io n  men. M eany lie d  w hen 
he said* th e  fo u r  p lum be rs  had neve r app lied  fo r  un ion  m em ber­
ship. “ W e have no record  o f th is ,”  he said, as i f  such l i ly - w h i te  
jo b - tru s ts  keep a record  o f each tim e  they  g ive  the  run a ro un d  
to  somebody w ho  tr ie s  to  jo in . T he  s im p le  facts g ive  th e  lie  to 
M eany. Loca l 2 is in  an area w h e re  the  N egro  and P u e rto  Rican 
p o p u la tio n  exceeds 20 pe r cen t o f th e  to ta l, y e t o f its  4,100 m em ­
bers o n ly  an estim ated th re e  to  16 are fro m  these m in o ritie s .

T he  s itu a tio n  was b ro u g h t to  a head by  the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  forces 
in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  w h ic h  organized a s it - in  a t the  Lo ca l 2 head­
qua rte rs , b lo c k in g  its  entrance. On M a y  15 a “ com prom ise”  was 
w o rk e d  o u t b y  M eany, M a yo r W agner and the  C ity  H um an  R igh ts  
C om m ission, w h e re b y  the  fo u r  n o n -w h ite  p lum be rs  w o u ld  be 
g ive n  a tes t in  p lu m b in g  b y  th e  loca l and, i f  th e y  passed w ou ld  
be a llow ed  to  jo in  the  u n ion  and w o rk  on the  T e rm in a l M a rk e t 
co n s tru c tio n  site.

Plan Legal Challenge
The la w ye rs  fo r  the  fo u r  a t f i r s t  re jec ted  the  proposal fo r  

tests —  la te r  unsuccessfu lly  taken  b y  th ree  o f th e  men. T h e y  co r­
re c t ly  po in ted  o u t th a t as long  as th e  ra c is t u n io n  o ff ic ia ls  con­
t ro lle d  h ir in g , no s ig n if ic a n t n u m b e r o f n o n -w h ite s  w o u ld  ever 
be a d m itte d . T he  la w ye rs  say th e y  p la n  to  cha llenge th e  u n io n ’s 
co n tro l o ve r h ir in g  and in s is t on en fo rcem en t o f th e  T a ft -H a r t le y  
A c t ’s ban on such con tro l.

T he  u n io n  has o n ly  its e lf  to  b lam e  fo r  th is  cha llenge. As long 
as th e  un ions abuse th e ir  c o n tro l o f h ir in g  to  exc lude  n o n -w h ite s  
—  and, in c id e n ta lly , to  exc lude  young  people in  genera l w h o  don ’t 
have some s o rt o f p u l l  w ith  th e  u n io n  o ff ic ia ls  —  th e  un ions can 
o n ly  expect m ore  such challenges. Indeed, those un ions w h ich  
have m ade them selves in to  l i ly - w h i te  jo b  trus ts , are c re a tin g  a 
re s e rv o ir o f b itte rness am ong th e  exc luded  w h ic h  can be used by  
th e  em ployers w hen  th e y  choose to  ta ke  th a t road, to  b re a k  s tr ikes .

A s fo r  M eany, he know s f u l l  w e ll th a t Lo ca l 2 m a in ta in s  a 
jo b  tru s t b y  exc lud ing , on one pretense o r another, a ll b u t a 
t r ic k le  o f those w ho  a p p ly  fo r  m em bersh ip  o r appren ticesh ip , and 
th a t th is  has th e  e ffe c t o f e x c lu d in g  v ir tu a l ly  a ll n o n -w h ite  ap­
p lican ts . H e know s f u l l  w e ll th a t the  “ tests”  g iven  b y  such jo b -  
t ru s t loca ls  bear a close resem blance in  e ffe c t to  th e  “ lite ra c y ”  
tests designed b y  S ou thern  re g is tra rs  to  exc lude  Negroes fro m  
vo ting .

M eany know s the  ra c is t p o lic y  o f Lo ca l 2. H e  has kn o w n  
abou t i t  fo r  years. H e p a rtic ip a te d  in  i t  as an o ff ic e r  o f th e  local. 
A n d  w hen  th a t p o lic y  is b ro u g h t in to  the  g la re  o f p u b lic ity , he 
resorts  to  a crude  sub te rfuge  to  ju s t i fy  th a t racism . A l l  h is 
pronouncem ents abou t fa ir  p la y  and equal r ig h ts  are so m uch 
h y p o c r it ic a l hogwash. H e  has p roven  th a t he belongs in  rac is t 
Lo ca l 2, b u t he doesn’t  be long a t th e  head o f the  A F L -C IO .

Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent
St. Lou is $ 100 $ 80 80
D e tro it 1,000 792 79
Chicago 1,800 1,400 77
Boston 850 651 77
D enver 250 192 77
M inneapo lis -S t. Pau l 1,200 870 73
B a ltim o re 150 110 73
N ew  Y o rk  ' 5,800 3,869 67
San Diego 350 226 65
P h ila de lph ia 300 175 58
A lle n to w n 150 75 50
M ilw a u ke e 350 150 43
Seattle 600 217 36
Los Angeles 5,000 1,727 35
San Francisco 800 263 33
C leveland 600 191 32
N e w ark 250 62 24
O ak la nd -B e rke ley 500 107 21
C onnecticut 200 00 00
G eneral 300 196 65

Tota ls  th ro u g h  A p r i l  19 $20,550 $11,354 55

B y Joseph K e lle r

Defense Secre tary R obert S. 
M cN am ara is los ing South V ie t­
nam  fo r  us! T h a t’s as p la in  as 
the nose on J im m y  D u ra n te ’s face. 
M cN am ara ju s t made his f i f th  v is it 
in  tw o  years to South V ie tnam  
and i f  the outcom e is the same as 
fo llow e d  h is p rev ious v is its  he’ l l  
have to m ake the s ix th  t r ip  p re tty  
soon i f  he ever w ants to get in  
again.

As H e d rick  S m ith  exp la ined  it 
in  the M ay 10 New Y o rk  T im es, 
M cN am ara ’s ju n k e t was in tended 
to “ speed up ”  the w a r against 
the w in n in g  peasant gu e rrilla s , 
“ b u t his v is it  w i l l  s low  th ings 
down te m p o ra r ily  in  some o f the 
m ost c r it ic a l areas.”

Key Areas

Just how  c r it ic a l these areas 
are was sum m arized by  S m ith ’s 
colleague C. L . Sulzberger in  the 
M ay 9 Tim es. In  a piece re ca llin g  
the F rench  defeat ju s t ten years 
ago a t the hands o f the same V ie t­
namese peasant figh te rs , Sulz­
berger observes, “ L ik e  the  French, 
we have p roved  unab le to cap ture 
the  a lleg iance o f the  V ietnam ese 
people. The pace o f f ig h t in g  in ­
tensifies and we seem im m u ta b ly  
to be heading to w a rd  d isaster.”

B u t to get back to M cN am ara 
and his personal co n trib u tio n  to 
th is  disaster. M cN am ara ’s v is its , 
r e p o r t s  Tim es  correspondent 
S m ith , “ in e v ita b ly  become m a jo r 
p ro jects  fo r  U n ited  States o ffic ia ls  
in  the fie ld  and they * d is ru p t 
no rm a l a c tiv itie s .”

T h is  tim e, w rite s  S m ith , M c­
Nam ara sent w o rd  ahead “ to cu t 
ou t cock ta il parties, receptions 
and en te rta in m en t.”  B u t the 
A m erican  m il ita ry  “ advisers”  and 
c iv ilia n  o ffic ia ls  a ren ’t  pay ing  
heed. S m ith  reports  th a t “ the  Sec­
re ta ry  m ay n o t rea lize  w h a t an 
e lec tric  e ffec t the w o rd  o f h is 
com ing has in  South V ie tnam . 
M il i ta r y  advisers regard  i t  as an 
exhausting  exercise to  prepare  fo r  
one o f h is w id e -ra n g in g  question- 
and-answer sessions.”

Wants to Know

I t ’s no t ha rd  to  im ag ine  those 
prosecu ting  a tto rn ey  questions M c­
Nam ara has been shooting o u t on 
each o f h is tr ips , lik e , “ H o w  come 
you ’re le tt in g  these peasants run  
a ll over you?”  and “ D on ’t  you 
kno w  w h a t th is  is do ing to  W ash­
in g to n ’s prestige?”

S m ith  reports  also w h a t hap­
pened in  connection w ith  M c­
N am ara ’s v is it  las t Decem ber. I t  
seems th a t the A m erican  “ adv is­
ers”  in  “ 13 c r it ic a l p rov inces”  
w ere “ a lready com p la in ing  th a t 
the bu rden o f f i l in g  re g u la r w eek­
ly , m on th ly , q u a rte r ly  and annua l 
rep o rts  . . . was in te r fe r in g  w ith  
th e ir  re g u la r jobs o f adv is ing  the 
V ietnam ese.”  B u t the y  were to ld

the “ M cN am ara v is it  req u ire d  spe­
c ia l reports .”

M aybe, th is  tim e  M cN am ara 
d id n ’t  d is ru p t the w a r e ffo r t  as 
m uch as before because i t  is re ­
po rted  he stayed safe ly  ou t o f the 
com bat area and o n ly  in  Saigon. 
A nd , fo r  the rid e  fro m  the a irp o rt, 
he p ru d e n tly  donned bu lle t-p roo f 
c lo th ing . Nevertheless, the  Pen ta­
gon “ ins is ted  th a t h is t r ip  d id  not 
in d ica te  any sudden de te rio ra tion  
in  the V ietnam ese s itu a tio n .”

O f course, there  are o the r seri­
ous im ponderables in  the s itua tion  
besides the effects o f M cN am ara ’s 
v is its . Take w h a t happened to  Gen. 
M a x w e ll D. T a y lo r, C ha irm an of 
the J o in t Ch iefs o f S ta ff, w h ile  he 
was adv is ing  the no m ina l head o f 
the  South V ietnam ese governm ent 
on M a y  11. A cco rd in g  to  a Saigon 
d ispa tch in  the  M ay 12 Tim es, 
Gen. T a y lo r “ w e n t to p la y  tennis 
w ith  the  South V ietnam ese C h ie f

o f S tale , Gen. D uong V an M in h , 
b u t a sudden ra in  washed out the 
game.” "

E ve ry th in g  seems to  be w o rk in g  
against us, in c lu d in g  the  w eathe r 
and most o f the V ietnam ese peo­
ple.

I t  w o u ld  be u n fa ir , o f course, to 
say th a t M cN am ara is the o n ly  
one w h o ’s been d is ru p tin g  the w a r 
e ffo rt. A tto rn e y  G enera l R obert 
F. K ennedy v is ite d  Saigon a w h ile  
back, as d id  L yn do n  B. Johnson, 
w hen he was v ice  president, and 
bo th  o f them  gave g lo w in g  tes­
tim o n ia ls  to  the reg im e o f Ngo 
D in h  D iem  and assured us o f th a t 
d ic ta to r-p res iden t’s p o p u la r ity  no t 
long be fore the  U.S. C en tra l In ­
te lligence A gency gave h im  the 
coup de grace.

‘L ittle  Caesar’

The la test sav io r o f U.S. “ pres­
t ig e ”  in  South V ie tn am  is a c rud dy  
s tru tt in g  l i t t le  Caesar, Gen. N g u ­
yen K hanh , w ho  was in  the pay 
o f the F rench  im p e ria lis ts  and got 
h is  m il i ta ry  tra in in g  fro m  them  
be fore the  V ietnam ese peasants in  
arm s beat the h e ll ou t o f a F rench 
a rm y  o f 200,000 and crushed the 
F rench despoilers at D ienb ienphu.

U n fo rtu n a te ly , im p e ria lis ts  sel­
dom  learn from - experience. M c­
N am ara ’s tr ip s  are designed to  s t ir  
up an even m ore m urderous on­
s laught on the V ietnam ese people 
and achieve on the  cheap w h a t 
the F rench cou ld no t do w ith  im ­
m ensely g rea te r forces. M cN am ara 
is t ry in g  to  con the  A m e rica n  
people in to  th in k in g  th a t K ha nh  
is the m an w ho  can save South 
V ie tn a m  “ fo r  us.”  B u t i t  is a safe 
bet th a t M cN am ara ’s ju n k e ts  don’t  
im press the V ietnam ese people 
one b it  and o n ly  in te n s ify  th e ir  
h a tred  o f the K h a n h  reg im e as a 
fo re ign  too l.

New Jewish Group Demands 
Slumlords' Excommunication

N E W  Y O R K  —  A  Jew ish  you th  
group, w h ic h  ca lls its e lf  the  Zea­
lots, p icke ted the  N ew  Y o rk  Board 
o f Rabbis A p r i l  29. They de­
m anded the  excom m un ica tion  o f 
those Jew ish  s lum lo rds w ho are 
g u ilty  o f practices w h ich  “ b r in g  
angu ish to the  lives o f thousands 
o f s lu m -d w e lle rs .”

T e rm in g  its e lf  a pa n -S em itic  
B ro therhood , the g roup  considers 
its e lf  a con tin u a to r o f a tra d it io n  
going back to  the  f ir s t  cen tu ry  
A .D . w hen Jew ish  artisans and 
labo re rs  led a reb e llio n  against 
Rom an occupation and the co l­
la b o ra tio n is t leadersh ip  o f the 
Jew ish  com m u n ity . A m ong th e ir  
s p ir itu a l forebears, the Zealots lis t 
Isaiah, Jesus, M oham m ed, Spinoza, 
M a r x ,  E m m a G oldm an, Rosa
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It’s Time for That Final Spurt
B y M a rv e l Scholl

Fund D ire c to r

The Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
fu n d  d riv e  goes in to  its  las t m on th  
w ith  a decided la g  in  paym ents. 
H ow ever, eve ry  c ity  lis ted  has 
g iven assurance th a t its  quota w i l l  
be fu lf i l le d ,  and on tim e.

A s the SW P candidates, De­
B e rry  and Shaw, con tinue  th e ir  
cam paigns in  th is  p res iden tia l 
e lection, the y  are d ra w in g  m ore 
and m ore  new  people tow a rd  the 
socia lis t p rogram . These new  peo­
ple m ust be reached w ith  socia l­
is t lite ra tu re  o f a ll k inds, w ith  
m ore speakers, m ore teachers.

A l l  o f th is  takes m oney. The 
t ru th  is a precious com m odity , 
bu t i t  is also an expensive one. 
P rin te rs  take a v e ry  d im  v ie w  of 
people w ho  don’t  pay th e ir  b ills  
—  no m a tte r w h a t th e ir  po litics . 
L a nd lo rd s  also lik e  th e ir  re n t —  
on the  f ir s t  o f the  m onth . The

telephone com pany, the lig h t  com ­
pany, the pu rveyo rs  o f o ffice  m a­
te ria l, transp o rta tio n  fac ilit ie s , 
w h ich  ou r speakers m ust use to  
get fro m  one place to  another, 
ho te ls w here they occasionally la y  
dow n th e ir  heads —  none o f these 
c a p ita lis t en terprises g ive  any­
th ing . In  fact, tow a rds  people w ho 
w a n t to  change the w ho le  social 
system to one based on hum an, no t 
p ro pe rty , r ig h ts , they  have a ten­
dency to  w a n t cash in  advance!

T h a t cash m ust come fro m  sup­
porte rs. F o r m ore than 35 years 
the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  has 
been able to  depend on its  sup­
p o rte rs ’ con trib u tio n s  to  con tinue 
its  f ig h t fo r  a be tte r w o rld .

T here  is no tim e  lik e  the present 
to  m ake y o u r  c o n trib u tio n  tow a rd  
th a t goal. Send y o u r c o n trib u tio n  
to  116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk , 
N .Y . 10003.

L u xem b urg , T ro tsky , Sergei Ei- 
senstein, and the  W arsaw  G hetto  
figh te rs .

The Zealots also say they are 
p ledged to w o rk  fo r  a b ro th e r­
hood o f A rab s  and Jews in  the 
N ear East, and to  cleanse the  Je w ­
ish com m u n ity  in  A m erica  o f ex ­
p lo ite rs  o f the  poor.

P r io r  to  the  A p r i l  29 p icke ting , 
the Zealots had sub m itte d  to  the 
rabb is  a roste r o f some 250 la nd ­
lo rds w ith  500 s lum  prope rties  in  
H a rlem  and the  L o w e r East Side. 
They had tr ie d  unsuccessfu lly to 
arrange a m eeting  w ith  R abb i 
H a ro ld  G ordon, head o f the Board 
o f Rabbis.

Picket Signs

The Zealots dem onstra ted w ith  
signs such as “ Jerusalem  is n o t a 
15 per cent re n t increase”  and 
“ B e tte r the  P oor People o f the 
B ook than the Bookkeepers o f the  
Poor.”

A m ong those on the  Zealots’ 
p icke t lin e  w ere: poet M arc
S ch le ife r, w ho has w r it te n  and 
lec tu red  abou t Cuba, and w ho 
ed ited R obert F . W illia m s ’ book, 
Negroes W ith  G uns; avant-garde 
film -m a ke rs  Jack S m ith  and K en 
Jacobs; D a v id  G u rin , a young  c ity  
p lan ne r; and w r ite rs  N orm an 
F ruch te r, H a n k  H e ife tz  and D av id  
Beady.

“ The fea r o f an ti-S em itism  is the 
gu id in g  p r in c ip le  o f a co rru p t 
Jew ish com m un ity . O n ly  freedom  
and service can be ou r gu id in g  
p rinc ip le s ,”  p roc la im ed a le a fle t 
d is tr ib u te d  a t the dem onstra tion .

“ The Zealots is no t an organ iza­
tion . B u t the re  are dues to be paid. 
In  deeds.”

“ Jou rna lism  in  A m erica  is the  
business and p ractice  o f p resent­
in g  the news o f the  day in  the in ­
terest o f econom ic p r iv ile g e .”  —  
U p ton  S in c la ir . A m erican  au thor, 
(b. 1878).
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A Discussion of Malcolm X's Views

Going to UN Can Help, But It ’s No Cure-All

T H R O W N  O U T . Th is  was the scene at the U n ited  N ations Feb. 
15, 1961, as S ecu rity  Council guards fo rc ib ly  ejected a group o f 
Negroes w ho sought to dem onstrate th e ir  anger at the m u rd er  
of L u m u m b a . U N  forces had disarm ed the leg a lly -e lec ted  L u m u m ­
ba governm ent and tu rn ed  th e  pow er o ver to the U .S .-b acked  
Kasavubu  regim e. K asavubu  handed L u m u m b a over to Tshom be  
to have h im  m urd ered .

B y  G eorge B re itm a n
M alco lm  X  says tha t the Negro 

people’s dem and fo r  freedom  and 
e q u a lity  m ust be “ taken out o f the 
hands”  o f the U.S. governm ent be­
cause the governm ent is con tro lled  
by  the same forces th a t oppress 
the Negro. The a lte rn a tiv e  is fo r  
the Negro to  take his case to  the 
U n ited  Nations, he said in  his 
A p r i l 8 speech at the M il ita n t  
La bo r F o rum  in  N ew  Y o rk  ( p r in t ­
ed in  the A p r i l  27 M il ita n t ) .

H is  lin e  o f reasoning was as fo l­
lows:

The Negro should change the 
emphasis in  h is s trugg le  from  
“ c iv i l r ig h ts ”  ( r ig h ts  o f c itizens) 
to  “ hum an rig h ts .”  “ W e m ust 
have hum an r ig h ts  be fore we 
can secure c iv i l r igh ts . We 
m ust be respected as hum ans 
before we can be recognized as 
citizens.”  The Negro should take 
h is - fig h t no t to  W ashington, w here 
the  “ c o u rt”  is con tro lled  by  the 
c r im in a l and rigged against the 
N egro v ic t im  o f the  c r im in a l, bu t 
to  the U n ite d  Nations.

“ O nce^it [th e  N egro s trugg le ] is 
expanded beyond the leve l o f c iv i l  
r ig h ts  to the le ve l o f hum an 
rig h ts , i t  opens the  door fo r  a ll 
o f ou r b ro th e rs  and sisters in  A f ­
r ica  and Asia, w ho  have th e ir  in ­
dependence, to  come to  our res­
cue . . . .

“ I t  opens the door to  take Uncle 
Sam to  the w o r ld  co u rt . . . .  U ncle  
Sam should be taken in to  the 
U n ited  N ations and charged w ith  
v io la t in g  the  U N  ch a rte r on h u ­
m an r ig h ts  . . . .

“ The o n ly  a lte rn a tiv e  th a t the 
b lack  m an has in  A m erica  today 
is to  take i t  ou t o f Senator D ir k -  
sen’s and Senator E astland ’s and 
P resident Johnson’s ju r is d ic tio n  
and take i t  dow n on the East 
R iv e r (U N  headquarters) and 
place i t  be fore th a t body o f men 
w ho  represent in te rn a tio n a l law  
and le t them  kn o w  the  hum an 
rig h ts  o f b lack  people are being 
v io la te d  in  a c o u n try  th a t p ro ­
fesses to be the  m ora l leader of 
the  free  w o r ld  . . . .

“ The o n ly  w ay w e w i l l  get these 
r ig h ts  restored is by  ta k in g  i t  out 
o f U ncle  Sam’s hands. Take h im  
to  c o u rt and charge h im  w ith  geno­
cide, the mass m u rd e r o f m illio n s  
o f b lack  people in  th is  c o u n try  —  
p o lit ic a l m u rd e r, econom ic m urde r, 
social m u rde r, m en ta l m u rd e r . . .”

Socialist A ttitude on This

Socialists have a lw ays support­
ed moves to take the  demands o f 
the  N egro in to  the U N . W e d id  in  
1947 w hen the  N A A C P  tr ie d  i t ;  we 
d id  again in  1951 w hen the C iv il 
R igh ts  Congress tr ie d  i t ;  and we 
support such moves today.

W e support them  because we 
be lieve  th a t the  U N  can be used, 
un de r ce rta in  cond itions, as a 
fo ru m  fro m  w h ic h  to  pu b lic ize  the 
N egro ’s grievances, to  expose the 
phoniness o f the  U.S. govern ­
m en t’s pretensions abou t democ­
ra cy  and to  increase pressure on 
it  to m eet the N egro ’s demands.

B u t n o t m uch more. I t  w o u ld  
be h a rm fu l to  exaggerate the  ad­
vantages o f go ing to  the  UN , to
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have illu s ion s  about how m uch 
i t  can accom plish. G oing to the 
UN  can be a m ethod o f advancing 
the Negro strugg le , bu t i t  is no t a 
cure-a ll and i t  cannot achieve the 
lib e ra tio n  o f the Negro. I t  should 
be done, and a mass m ovem ent 
should be m ob ilized  beh ind it, bu t 
w ith o u t any false expectations.

UN  —  Fact and Fiction
M alco lm  is no t at a ll accurate 

in  c a llin g  the U N  “ th a t body of 
men w ho represent in te rn a tio n a l 
la w .”  T ha t is the fic tio n , no t the 
fact. The U N  is ac tu a lly  made up 
o f representatives o f ve ry  d if fe r ­
en t na tiona l and class in te rests —  
o f spokesmen fo r  cap ita lis t and 
im p e ria lis t countries, fo r  countries

M alco lm  X

th a t are s t i l l  dom inated by the im ­
pe ria lis ts , fo r  countries th a t have 
broken loose fro m  both the im ­
pe ria lis ts  and cap ita lis ts , etc. A  
few  b ig  nations, in c lu d in g  the U.S. 
f ir s t  o f a ll, d ic ta te  w h a t the U N  
does, and on im p o rta n t issues can 
u su a lly  p re ven t i t  fro m  do ing 
w ha t they do no t lik e . The co l­
ored people are a m a jo r ity  o f the 
w o rld , bu t they do no t ru n  the UN.

W hen the U.S. w anted it ,  the 
U N  in te rvened in  K orea  on the 
side o f the  U.S. puppet regim e. 
W hen the  U.S. w anted it ,  the UN 
in te rvened in  the  Congo to de­
pose the  le g itim a te  reg im e o f Pa­
tr ice  Lum um ba. W hen the U.S. 
does no t w a n t it ,  the U N  does no t 
in te rvene  in  V ie tn am  w here  the 
U.S., in  v io la t io n  o f in te rn a tio n a l 
treaties, is m il i ta r i ly  engaged in  an 
undeclared w a r. W hen the U.S. 
does no t w a n t it ,  the  U N  does no t 
in te rvene  in  Cuba w here  U.S. a ir  
f lig h ts  v io la te  in te rn a tio n a l la w  
eve ry  day of the week.

There  is no th in g  in  th is  record 
to insp ire  confidence th a t A m e r­
ican Negroes can lo o k  to  the  U N  
fo r  m uch he lp  against the  U.S. 
governm ent.

F o r several years the U N  has 
been going th rough  the m otions of 
condem ning the South A fr ic a n  
governm ent fo r  its  rac is t b a rb a r­
ism  against the b lack  m a jo r ity  o f 
th a t coun try . Som ehow the  UN 
has no t been able to  d isp lay  the 
v ig o r o r speed against South A f ­
r ica  th a t i t  showed in  K orea  and 
the Congo. South A fr ic a  is m uch 
sm a lle r and w eaker than  the U.S. 
I f  the  U N  isn ’t  able o r w i l l in g  to 
take e ffec tive  measures against 
South A fr ic a n  a p a rth e id , ' w h y  
should anyone expect i t  to  take 
e ffec tive  measures against the 
m ore p o w e rfu l U.S.?

W indow Dressing

The U N  record on hum an rig h ts  
has been a m iserable one fro m  the 
beg inn ing , in  1945. A r t ic le  55 o f 
the U N  C h a rte r s tipu la tes th a t the 
U N  “ sha ll prom ote  respect fo r, and 
observance of, hum an rig h ts  and 
fundam enta l freedom s,”  and under 
A r t ic le  56 “ a ll m em bers pledge 
them selves to take jo in t  and sep­
ara te action in  co-operation w ith

the O rgan iza tion  fo r  the achieve­
m ent o f the purposes set fo r th  in  
A r t ic le  55.”  Th\s is the w in d o w  
dressing, bu t w h a t lies beh ind the 
w indow ?

B y  its  trea tm e n t o f the Negroes, 
the U.S. governm ent is, as M a l­
co lm  says, in  v io la tio n  o f the U N  
cha rte r. B u t when the N A A C P  
tr ie d  to get a U N  discussion o f the 
question in  1947, and the C iv il 
R ights  Congress tr ie d  in  1951, the 
U.S. representatives had m ere ly  to 
say. “ No discussion.”  A nd  th a t was 
tha t.

In  1949 the UN  Econom ic and 
Social C ouncil was asked to in ­
vestigate charges o f forced labo r 
in  the Soviet U n ion, and in 1961 
the U N  voted to  send a com m is­
sion to investiga te  reports  of 
Portuguese massacre o f Angolans. 
B oth the Soviet U n ion  and P or­
tuga l refused to le t any com ­
m issions in to  th e ir  te r r ito ry  to in ­
vestigate the charges. The UN  
d id  no th in g  about these refusa ls 
to p e rm it even an investiga tion .

“Only a Manifesto”

In  1946, one year a fte r the U N  
was form ed, i t  set up a Com m is­
sion on H um an R ights to recom ­
mend an “ in te rn a tio n a l b i l l  o f 
r ig h ts ”  w h ich  w o u ld  spe ll out 
w h a t A rtic le s  55 and 56 o f the 
U N  C h a rte r m eant by “ hum an 
r ig h ts ”  and create the m ach inery  
fo r  en fo rc in g  them . The C om m is­
sion m em bers cou ld no t agree on 
p rovis ions to enforce hum an rig h ts  
and pun ish  v io la to rs.

Instead, in  1948, the Com m ission 
came up w ith  the “ U n ive rsa l De­
c la ra tio n  o f H um an R igh ts .”  
A dopted w ith o u t opposition , a l­
though the Soviet-b loc countries 
abstained, the U n ive rsa l D eclara­
t io n  lis te d  30 righ ts . B u t the U n i­
versa l D ec la ra tion  was toothless, 
because the Com m ission e x p lic it ly  
stated th a t i t  was “ on ly  a m a n i­
festo,”  w h ich  w o u ld  be fo llow e d  
e ve n tu a lly  b y  “ som eth ing m ore 
le ga lly  b in d in g  than  a m ere D e­
c la ra tio n ,”  w h ich  w o u ld  be called 
a “ covenant”  and w o u ld  m ake the 
30 r ig h ts  m ore specific  and set 
up m ach ine ry  to im p lem en t and 
enforce them .

M eanw h ile , since 1948 and u n t il 
the covenant is adopted, the re  is 
on ly  the U n ive rsa l D ec la ra tion , 
w h ich  by  genera l consent is no t 
considered le g a lly  b in d in g  on any­
one.

U.S. W ouldn’t  Sign
In  1953, w h ile  the covenant was 

s t i l l  be ing w o rked  on, the U. S. 
m em ber o f the  Com m ission on 
H um an R igh ts  announced th a t the 
U.S. governm ent d id  no t in te nd  to 
sign o r r a t ify  any covenant o r 
tre a ty  on hum an righ ts .

D espite th is  h u m ilia t in g  d e fi­
ance, the Com m ission w e n t ahead 
and has f in a lly  produced n o t one 
b u t tw o  covenants. I t  w o n ’t  m a t­
te r  m uch w h e the r o r n o t the  UN  
w i l l  adopt the covenants o r in d i­
v id u a l countries w i l l  subscribe to 
them . Because they are shot fu l l  
o f so m any exceptions, conditions, 
q u a lifica tio ns , ifs  and buts th a t 
the 30 “ hum an r ig h ts ”  have been 
tu rned  in to  “ idea ls”  o r “ stan­
dards,”  ra th e r than in te rn a tio n a l 
la w  th a t can b ind  anyone o r be 
enforced.

T he re fo re  a move to  b r in g  the 
N egro ’s grievances to  the U N  can 
end in  d isappo in tm en t and dem or­
a liza tio n  unless the p robab le  re ­
su lts  are w e ighed and understood 
in  advance. I f  the  p o in t can be 
got on the U N  agenda (and even 
th a t w i l l  take some d o in g ) , it  m ay 
be possible to expose and de­
nounce the U.S. governm ent fo r  
its  racism , in  the  w ay th a t F ide l 
Castro exposed and denounced i t  
a t the U N  general assembly in  
1960 fo r  its  co lon ia lis t aggression 
tow a rd  re v o lu tio n a ry  Cuba.

But. th a t is about a ll th a t should 
be counted on. The W ashington 
“ co u rt”  is rigged against the Ne­
gro, b u t so is the U N  “ cou rt.”  
T h is  is no t an a rgum ent against 
go ing to the U N . I t  is an a rg u ­
m ent on ly  against expecting  m ore

fro m  such an action than i t  can 
produce.

“Bloodless Revolution”

In  the  same speech, M alco lm  
ta lke d  b r ie f ly  about another w ay 
o f ta k in g  the  N egro ’s fa te  ou t of 
the hands o f h is U.S. oppressors 
—  the a lte rn a tive  o f “ bloodless 
re v o lu tio n .”  He preceded his re ­
m arks on th is  p o in t by s ta ting  
th a t “ A m erica  is no t m o ra lly  
equipped”  to  m ake such a b lood­
less re vo lu tion . B u t he m entioned 
i t  anyw ay, as fo llow s :

“ A m erica  is the on ly  c o u n try  in  
h is to ry  in  a position  to  b r in g  about 
a re vo lu tio n  w ith o u t v io lence o r 
bloodshed.”  W hy? “ Because the 
Negro in  th is  c o u n try  holds the 
balance o f pow er and i f  the Ne­
gro in  th is  c o u n try  w ere  given 
w h a t the C o ns titu tio n  says he is 
supposed to have, the added pow ­
e r o f the Negro in  th is  c o u n try  
w o u ld  sweep a ll o f the racists and 
segregationists ou t o f o ffice . I t  
w o u ld  change the  w ho le  p o lit ic a l 
s tru c tu re  o f the  cou n try . I t  w ou ld  
w ipe  ou t the Sou thern  segrega- 
tio n ism  th a t now  con tro ls  A m e r i­
ca’s fo re ig n  po licy , as w e ll as 
A m e rica ’s dom estic po licy.

“ A n d  the o n ly  w a y  w ith o u t 
bloodshed th a t th is  can be b ro ug h t 
abou t is th a t the  b lack  m an has 
to be g iven f u l l  use o f the  b a llo t 
in  every one o f the 50 states. B u t 
i f  the  b lack m an doesn’t  get the 
ba llo t, then you are go ing to be 
faced w ith  another m an w ho  fo r ­
gets the  b a llo t and starts  us ing 
the b u lle t.”

We w o u ld  lik e , fo r  ou r present 
purposes, to  set aside the  question 
o f w h e the r an A m erican  re v o lu ­
tion  w i l l  be bloodless o r b loody. 
T h a t w i l l  depend m ore on the  
forces opposing re vo lu tio n  than 
on those fa vo rin g  re vo lu tio n . A t  
th is  p o in t w e w a n t to re s tr ic t o u r­
selves to the v a r ia n t o f re vo lu tion , 
ra th e r than  the am ount o f v io ­
lence th a t m ig h t accom pany it.

Balance of Power?

A n y th in g  th a t w o u ld  sweep the 
racists ou t o f o ffice , change the 
c o u n try ’s w ho le  p o lit ic a l s tru c tu re  
and d ra s tic a lly  a lte r its  domestic 
and fo re ign  p o lic y  w o u ld  ce rta in ­
ly  be a re vo lu tio n , a p o lit ic a l re v ­
o lu tio n  a t least.

The question is: Can such a
re vo lu tio n  be made th rou gh  the 
N egro ’s “ added pow er”  because 
he holds the “ balance o f pow er?”

I t  depends on w h a t is m eant by 
the Negro ho ld in g  the  balance o f 
power. The balance o f pow er be­
tween the  Dem ocrats and R epub­
licans? M a lco lm  cannot lo g ic a lly  
mean tha t, because elsewhere, o f­
ten and e loq uen tly  he has dem on­
stra ted  th a t the re  is no basic d i f ­

ference between the tw o  ca p ita l­
ist pa rties and tha t the N o rth e rn  
Dem ocrats are in  a conspiracy 
w ith  the S outhern Dem ocrats. A  
balance o f pow er between whom  
and whom ?

A n d  w ha t does M a lco lm  mean 
by  the Negro ’s “ added pow er?”  
The Negro ’s pow er added to what? 
A dded to tha t o f the libera ls?  T h a t 
too w o u ld  be inconsistent, w ith  the 
o ther th ings M a lco lm  says. I f  i t ’s 
no t the Dem ocrats and i f  i t ’s no t 
the lib e ra ls  he has in  m ind , then 
w ho is it?  A re  there forces w h ich , 
when com bined w ith  those o f the 
Negro, w i l l  be able to  produce 
changes as rad ica l as those listed 
by  M alco lm ? I f  so, w ho  o r w hat 
are they?

W e do no t kno w  how  M a lco lm  
w o u ld  answer these questions th a t 
are ra ised by h is  speech. B u t we 
be lieve th a t answ ering  them  is 
m ore im p o rta n t than the  best- 
conceived and best-conducted 
cam paign to  go to  the UN.

Revolutionary Allies
In  ou r op in ion , the re  are  forces 

w h ich , fo llo w in g  the lead o f the 
Negro people and together w ith  
them , can m ake a re v o lu tio n  th a t 
w i l l  end rac ism  along w ith  o ther 
ev ils  in  th is  coun try . The w h ites  
are not a s ingle, unan im ous, un- 
crackable bloc. They are d iv ide d  
now  by  m any th ings, especia lly 
by d iffe re n t econom ic and class 
interests. There are m ore poor 
w h ites  than poor Negroes, m ore 
unem ployed w h ites  tha n  unem ­
ployed Negroes (n u m e ric a lly , no t 
p ro p o r t io n a lly ) .

A u to m a tio n  is d r iv in g  the U.S. 
to a cris is  th a t w i l l  d iv id e  the 
w h ites  fu r th e r  and m ore sha rp ly . 
So is the co n tin u in g  con trac tion  
o f the U.S. fo re ign  m a rk e t caused 
by the spread o f the co lon ia l re v ­
o lu tion . Negroes are n o t the  o n ly  
ones be ing pushed o r dragged onto 
the road to re vo lu tion .

F in d in g  re v o lu tio n a ry  a llie s  and 
w o rk in g  ou t a m u tu a lly  be ne fic ia l 
a lliance  w ith  them  is no t the f ir s t  
and most pressing need o f the  
Negro strugg le , b u t i t  is  a need. 
Ahead o f it ,  in  tim e  and p r io r ity ,  
comes the task of c rea ting  and 
u n ify in g  a de term ined and uncom ­
p rom is ing  Negro leadersh ip  able 
to  com plete the  independent m o­
b iliz a tio n  o f the Negro masses 
around a rad ica l p rog ram  o f em an­
c ipation . Such a leadership, such 
a m ovem ent, such a p rog ram  w i l l  
in e v ita b ly  and soon have to cope 
w ith  the prob lem  o f a llie s  and a l­
liances a t home and abroad. The 
sooner and the closer together 
these tw o  tasks are ca rried  out, 
the  closer w i l l  be the  day w hen 
the fa te  o f a l l o f us w i l l  be “ ta k ­
en out o f the  hands”  o f the  ex­
p lo ite rs  and oppressors fo reve r.
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2. N.Y. Meetings Hear Cleage 
Discuss Black Political Action Alfred Rosmer Dies at 88; 

Was Veteran Revolutionist
B y Constance W eissm an

A lfre d  Rosmer, 88, a fr ie n d  o f 
Le n in  and T ro tsky , d ied o f a cere­
b ra l hem orrhage in  C re te il, a 
suburb  o f Paris, M ay 6.

Rosmer was bo rn  in  C a lifo rn ia , 
w here h is fa th e r a F rench la b o r­
er, had em igra ted  fo r  a tim e. H is 
rea l name was A lfre d  G rio t, b u t 
he adopted the pen nam e o f Ros­
m er a fte r the cha racte r in  Ibsen ’s 
p lay  Rosmersholm. w ho becomes 
a free th inke r.

Before W o rld  W ar I Rosmer 
was active  in  the  synd ica lis t 
m ovem ent organized around  La  
Vie O u v riere  (W orke rs ’ L i f e ) . 
T h a t was then the m ost re vo lu ­
t io n a ry  w in g  o f the F rench w o rk ­
ers’ m ovem ent. La  V ie O uvrie re , 
w h ich  Rosm er he lped found, is 
s t i l l  the o ff ic ia l newspaper o f the 
CGT, the  la rgest trade-un ion fed ­
era tion  in  France.

Aided Sedov

Rosmer was among the few  sup­
po rte rs  o f the  Z im m e rw a ld  con­
ference, w h ich  was the  f i r s t  a t­
tem p t at an in te rn a tio n a l reg roup ­
m en t o f socia lists opposed to  the  
im p e r ia lis t w a r then rag ing. I t  
was in  th is  s trugg le  in  1914 in  
P aris th a t Rosm er f ir s t  m et T ro t­
sky. T ro ts k y  w ro te  in  h is  auto­
b iog raph y : “ Since those days I  
have been bound to Rosm er by  
ties o f fr ie n d sh ip  w h ich  have stood 
the test o f w a r, o f revo lu tio n , o f 
S ovie t pow er, and o f the dem o li­
t io n  o f the opposition  . . . Rosmer 
is a m an on w hom  one can a lw ays 
count in  a d if f ic u lty . ”

A f te r  W o rld  W ar I, Rosm er re p ­
resented the  F rench C om m unis t 
P a rty  on the E xecu tive  C o m m it­
tee o f the C om m unist In te rn a tio n ­
al. He was also in  charge o f 
L ’H um an ite , the p a rty  newspaper 
in  France.

A n  opponent o f the  bu reaucra t­
iza tion  o f the  F rench  CP, w h ich  
was to cu lm ina te  in  its  com plete 
S ta lin iza tion , Rosm er was among 
the ea rlies t o f those expelled .

W hen T ro ts k y  was deported fro m  
the USSR to Is ta nb u l in  1929, he 
rece ived a le tte r  fro m  A lfre d  and 
M arg u e rite  Rosm er saying th a t he 
cou ld count on them  body and 
soul.

Soon th e re a fte r Rosmer toured 
B e lg ium  and G erm any to  ra l ly  
groups o f O pposition is ts  there. He 
also established contact w ith  I ta l­
ian, D u tch , A m erican  and o the r 
a n ti-S ta lin is t com m unists, keeping 
T ro ts k y  in fo rm ed  about his f in d ­
ings in  de ta iled  reports .

A  close personal fr ie n d  to the 
e n tire  T ro ts k y  fa m ily , Rosmer 
stood un a fra id  by  T ro ts k y ’s son, 
Leon Sedov, in  P aris  d u r in g  the  
te rr ib le  days o f the M oscow fram e- 
up tr ia ls . To ob lige S ta lin , the  
N orw eg ian  g o v e r n m e n t  had 
gagged the e x ile  B o lshev ik  lead­
er, to p reven t his exposing the 
v ile  charges made a t the  M oscow 
“ confession”  tr ia ls . The task  o f 
unm ask ing  those lies devolved on 
Sedov. H e d id  th is  so a b ly  tha t, 
surrounded b y  S oviet G PU agents, 
he soon died unde r m ysterious 
circum stances.

I t  was at Rosm er’s place at 
Perig n y , near Paris, th a t the  
F oun d ing  Congress o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l was he ld  in  Sep­
tem ber 1938.

In  1939, the Rosmers v is ite d  
T ro ts k y  in  M exico, b r in g in g  to  
h im  h is orphaned grandson, Seva, 
sole s u rv iv o r am ong T ro ts k y ’s 
descendants o f S ta lin ’s vengeance. 
A f te r  T ro ts k y ’s assassination, the 
Rosmers rem a ined N a ta lia  T ro t­
sky ’s closest frie n d s  u n t il he r 
death in  P aris  tw o  years ago. 
M a rg ue rite  Rosmer, w ho had 
devoted he r l i fe  to the same goals 
as her husband, died o n ly  a few  
days be fore N a ta lia .

A m ong Rosm er’s w r it in g s  are 
the tw o-vo lum e Le M ouvem ent 
O u v rie r Pendant la G uerre  (T he  
W orke rs ’ M ovem ent D u r in g  the  
W a r) and M oscou Sous  Le n in  
(M oscow  U nde r L e n in ) .

Malcolm X's Letters to U.S. 
Describe Welcome in Africa

N E W  Y O R K , M ay 18 —  Rev. 
A lb e r t  B. Cleage, J r., m in is te r of 
D e tro it ’s C e n tra l C ongregational 
C hurch  and leader o f the  M ich iga n  
Freedom  N o w  P a rty , spoke tw ice  
here th is  past weekend. On F r i ­
day he addressed the M il ita n t  
L a b o r Forum , and on Sunday he 
was the  p r in c ip a l speaker a t a 
m ee ting  organized by  the  G reate r 
N ew  Y o rk  M e tro p o lita n  C o m m it­
tee o f the Freedom  N ow  P a rty .

In  h is  speech to a p re dom inan t­
ly  ^w hite  audience a t the Forum , 
Cleage made m any of the same 
po in ts  th a t he made to the  Negro 
audience a t St. L u k e ’s C hurch.

H e emphasized to  bo th  h is m is ­
t ru s t  o f w h ite  people as a group in 
th e ir  re la tio ns  w ith  Negroes.

“ I  am a b lack  n a tio n a lis t,”  he 
sa id  a t the s ta rt o f his analysis 
o f  the  s trugg le  o f the Negroes fo r  
freedom . He exp la ined  th a t he 
sought to w in  fo r  Negroes a ll th e ir  
co n s titu tio n a l and o ther r ig h ts  
ra th e r than ass im ila tion  o r in te g ra ­
t io n  in to  w h ite  society.

Cleage d iv id e d  the strugg le  of 
the  Negroes fo r  freedom  in to  the 
fo llo w in g  stages: F irs t the social- 
w o rk  m ethod, as practiced b y  the 
U rb a n  League, was tr ie d . Then the 
N A A C P ’s legal m ethod was tr ie d . 
M a n y  cases were w on, b u t th a t 
d id n ’t  e lim in a te  segregation o r 
d isc r im in a tio n . H e exp la ined  th a t 
c o u rt decisions and law s m ust be 
enforced, and they  aren ’t.

N e x t the s trugg le  was trea ted as 
a m ora l p rob lem  b y  D r. K in g . T h is  
in vo lve d  d ra m a tiz in g  the p ro b ­
lem , m ak ing  e v il look  so u g ly  tha t 
people w o u ld  change. B u t non­
vio lence d id n ’t  w o rk . C itin g  B irm ­
ingham , he said: “ I t  is n o t the 
in te n tio n  o f w h ite  A m erica  to g ive 
the  Negro f ir s t  class c itizensh ip, 
freedom  and e q ua lity . B u t Negroes 
a re  now  ready to f ig h t.”

“ I ’m  tire d  o f s ing ing We S ha ll

...Cambridge
(Continued from  Page 1)

Freedom  N ow  C om m ittee  in  Ches­
te r, Pa.; John Lew is , cha irm an o f 
the  S tuden t N o nv io le n t C oord ina t­
in g  C om m ittee  and Rev. M ilto n  
G alam ison, head o f the  school- 
boycotts in  New  Y o rk  C ity .

T h is  r a l ly  was be ing he ld to 
cou n te r the one fo r  Gov. W allace 
w h ic h  a ttrac ted  1,500 w h ites  w ho 
cheered th e ir  rac is t he ro ’s attacks 
on the  U.S. Suprem e C ourt, “ the 
le ft-w in g  press”  and “ p inkos.”

The second dem onstra tion  be­
gan la te r in  the  evening, appa r­
e n t ly  spontaneously. A b o u t 200 
dom onstra to rs m arched fro m  the 
Negro  E lks  H a ll and got as fa r  
as Race S treet, w h ich  d iv ides the 
N egro  com m u n ity  fro m  the w h ite . 
There  they were m et by  G uards­
m en w ith  gas masks, steel helm ets 
and f ix e d  bayonets. A t  th is  po in t, 
dem onstra tors sat dow n in  the 
street.

G lo ria  R ichardson was l i te ra lly  
pu lle d  fro m  the ranks o f the dem ­
onstra tors and to ld  tha t she and 
o th e r leaders o f the  dem onstra­
tio n  w o u ld  be arrested i f  the y  d id  
n o t ask the crow d  to  disperse. The 
G u a rd  leaders got a f irm  refusa l.

Then came a shout fro m  one o f 
th e  dem onstra tors: “ I f  she goes to 
ja i l  a l l o f us go !”

“ A l l  r ig h t  then, you ’l l  a l l  go,”  
was the  re p ly  o f the  co lonel in  
charge o f the  troops.

A t  th is , a n u m be r o f dem onstra­
to rs  fe l l  upon the ground, ho ld ­
in g  t ig h t ly  to  each other. As the  
G uardsm en tr ie d  to  m ake the a r­
rests th e y  w ere  harassed by  a h a il 
o f bo ttles and b ricks.

The  o rd e r then came fo r  the 
tea r gas, whose w h ite  fum es en­
gu lfed  the dem onstra tors s it t in g  in  
the  street. W ith in  seconds, the 
dem onstra tors b roke  and ran  up 
the  s tree t cough ing and sp ittin g . 
The N a tio n a l G uardsm en m oved 
in  w ith  f ix e d  bayonets spray ing  
tea r gas w here  groups o f Negroes 
w e re  congregating. Soon the en­
t ire  area was enveloped in  the 
nauseating spray and the  dem on­
s tra tio n  was ended.

Rev. A lb e rt C leage

O vercom e,”  he said. “ H ow  sha ll 
we overcom e?”  is the question th a t 
m ust be answered.

W h ile  un ited  p o lit ic a l action by 
the  Negroes is necessary in  the 
f ig h t fo r  freedom , th e y  have no 
n a tion a l p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion , he 
po in ted out. T hey  are n o t even 
organized p o lit ic a lly  on a state­
w ide  o r c ity -w ide  basis anyw here  
in  th is  coun try . The Freedom  N ow  
P a rty , he declared, was the be­
g in n in g  o f a n a tion a l p o lit ic a l a rm  
fo r  the c iv i l- r ig h ts  strugg le .

C om m enting  on the W o r ld ’s F a ir  
s ta ll- in , he said:

“ We w ere ve ry  m uch insp ired  
by  y o u r s ta ll- in  . . .

“ D id  you ever hear- o f psychol­
og ica l w arfa re?  W e ll, th a t was it . ”  

He exp la ined  how  the s ta ll- in  
cou ld be m od ifie d  fo r  use in  De­
t ro it  w ith o u t in v o lv in g  any cars, 
and how  they could be threatened 
repea ted ly before be ing f in a lly  
ca rried  ou t w ith o u t p r io r  an­
nouncem ent.

“ We can’t  count on anybody b u t 
ourselves . . . .  O ur hope lies in  
the masses o f the  Negro people,”  
was the p o in t he repea ted ly 
stressed.

T he Sunday m eeting  com m em or­
ated the te n th  ann ive rsa ry  o f the 
1954 Suprem e C o u rt decision 
against school segregation and was 
supported by the  C o m m un ity  
League o f West 159th Street, Inc., 
the C itizens Care C om m ittee  and 
the C o m m un ity  C ounc il on Hous­
ing. O the r speakers inc luded : 
c iv i l- r ig h ts  a tto rn ey  Conrad Lyn n , 
w ho cha ired the m eeting; Les E d­
monds, w ho represented the
Queens C oun ty  Freedom  N ow  P a r­
ty  and spoke on “ Negro W orke rs  
and A u to m a tio n ” ; and M a jo r W il­
liam s o f the C o m m un ity  C ouncil 
on Housing.

...Poverty 'War'
(Continued from  Page 1)

tru e  d u r in g  W o rld  W ar I I .  “ The 
advanced tra in in g  m ethods de­
veloped b y  business in  shooting 
w ars  are needed ju s t as m uch in  
th is  new  w a r on p o ve rty ,”  
S h riv e r pleaded.

P rev ious ly , be fore the U.S. 
Cham ber o f Com m erce on A p r i l  
28, S h r iv e r had reassured b ig  b u s i­
ness th a t Johnson’s p o ve rty  p ro ­
gram  is “ no t a R ob in  Hood p ro ­
gram , w h ic h  takes fro m  the r ic h  
and gives to  the poor.”

A t  any rate, w henever Johnson 
o r one o f h is  assistants lik e  
S h r iv e r ta lks  abou t “ re b u ild in g  
A ppa lach ia ”  o r “ jo b  tra in in g ”  o r 
“ w ip in g  ou t p o v e rty ”  in  general, 
rem em ber i t ’s a l l com ing ou t of 
the same $500 m illio n  w h ic h  the 
New  Y o rk  T im es  said e d ito r ia lly  
“ is scarce ly adequate fo r  even an 
in it ia l s k irm is h ”  le t alone a w a r 
on pove rty .

W e ll, we can expect Johnson to 
lin g e r ove r his “ w a r on p o v e rty ”  
fo r  q u ite  a w h ile  yet. In  fact, he’l l  
be nu rs in g  th a t sm a ll beer r ig h t  
up  to N ovem ber 3, E lec tion  Day.

Puerto Ricans 
Hit Land-Grab 
By U. S. Navy

N E W  Y O R K , M ay 12 —  A n to n io  
Rodriguez R ivera , m ayor o f P ue r­
to  R ico ’s Vieques Is land , proposed 
in  a speech here last week th a t 
the theme o f N ew  Y o rk ’s annual 
P uerto  R ican Parade th is  year be 
a pro test against the  e x p ro p ria ­
t io n  o f V ieques Is land  te r r ito ry  
fro m  its  in ha b itan ts  by  the U.S. 
G overnm en t fo r  a n a vy  base.

Vieques, a 33,000-acre is land  18 
m iles  o f f  the coast o f the m a in  
is land o f P uerto  Rico, is p a rt o f 
P ue rto  R ican te rr ito ry .  O ver 11,- 
000 P ue rto  R ican fam ilies  have 
a lready been m oved o f f  th e ir  
V ieques Is land  land due to  the 
b u ild in g  o f a U.S. N ava l base oc­
cup y in g  26,000 acres. The N a v y  is 
about to e xp rop ria te  an ad d itio n a l 
4,300 acres. In  ad d itio n  the P uerto  
R ican d a ily  E l M undo  reported 
A p r i l  25 th a t a U.S. M a rine  C o l­
onel on V ieques has declared th a t 
e ve n tu a lly  a l l c iv ilia n s  w i l l  be re ­
m oved and the is le t e n tire ly  de­
voted to m il i ta ry  ins ta lla tions .

Urges a H a lt

M ayo r R odriguez R ivera , w ho 
represents the re m a in in g  c iv ilia n  
popu la tion  on V ieques, has been 
speaking in  P uerto  R ico  and the 
U.S. in  an a ttem p t to  stop the  ex­
p ro p ria tio n  o f the  is le t. H is  m eet­
ing  here was sponsored b y  the 
Sons o f Vieques, composed o f 
P uerto  Ricans bo rn  on the is le t.

Rodriguez R ive ra  po in ted ou t 
th a t the move to  tra n s fo rm  V ie ­
ques e n tire ly  in to  a U.S. N a va l 
base is be ing made a t the v e ry  
t im e  the U.S. is c u ttin g  back o r 
abandoning dozens o f o ther m i l i ­
ta ry  in s ta lla tio n s  in  the U.S. i t ­
self. F ear is also expressed th a t 
V ieques is be ing set up as a n u ­
c lear m issile  base, w h ic h  w o u ld  
increase the chances o f P uerto  
R ico becom ing a ta rge t in  a th e r­
m onuc lear w a r.

The w e ek ly  new s le tte r o f the 
M anha ttan  branch  o f the P uerto  
R ican Independence M ovem ent 
(M P I)  declared las t w eek th a t 
one o f W ash ing ton ’s m otives in  
rem o v ing  the c iv ilia n  popu la tion  
fro m  the is le t is to  separate V ie ­
ques fro m  P ue rto  R ico so th a t i f  
P ue rto  R ico became independent 
in  the  fu tu re , the  U.S. m il i ta ry  
w o u ld  s t i l l  con tro l V ieques.

...Cuba Raids
(Continued from  Page 1)

reasons,”  W ashington was t ry in g  
no t to in ju re  the people o f Cuba 
bu t o n ly  to  punish the “ e v il”  Cas­
tro  governm ent.

The Johnson a d m in is tra tio n  s t i l l  
c la im s i t  has no t to ta lly  cu t o f f  
food and d ru g  sales fro m  the U.S., 
b u t th a t each proposed sh ipm ent 
w i l l  be decided upon “ in  the l ig h t  
o f a ll re levan t c ircum stances”  and 
“ accord ing to  the  n a tion a l in te r­
ests.”  A  M a y  15 New  Y o rk  T im es  
s to ry  po in ted out: “ T h is  w ou ld  
leave W ash ing ton room  to  ap p ly  a 
genera l em bargo on these item s 
g ra d u a lly .”

The b reak in  re la tions b y  the 
B ra z ilia n  m il ita r is t  reg im e, w h ich  
charged Cuba w ith  “ in te r fe r in g  in  
B ra z il’s in te rn a l a ffa irs ,”  was ex ­
pected. The pro-U.S. A rge n tin e  
m il i ta r y  d id  the same th in g  a fte r 
the y  seized pow er in  1962.

The B ra z ilia n  reg im e has also 
accepted the  charge by  a com m is­
sion o f the  O rgan iza tion  o f A m e r­
ican States th a t Cuba shipped 
arm s to Venezuelan g u e rrilla s  last 
year. The U.S. has been cam ­
pa ign ing  fo r  an O AS vote o f cen­
sure against Cuba, c it in g  th is  arm s 
cache, so con ven ien tly  “ d iscov­
ered”  by  Venezuelan po lice  d u r­
in g  the election cam paign.

Invo ca tion  by  the O AS on th is  
p re te x t o f the In te r-A m e ric a n  
M u tu a l Defense T re a ty  w o u ld  a f­
fo rd  a “ lega l”  cover fo r  a U .S .- 
backed jo in t  m il i ta ry  action 
against Cuba.

NE W  Y O R K  —  In  le tte rs  fro m  
the N ear East and A fr ic a , M a l­
co lm  X  has reported  enthusiastic  
welcom es g iven h im  b y  peoples 
who have b u t rece n tly  obta ined 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l independence fro m  
im p e ria lism . The le tte rs  fro m  the 
b lack  n a tio n a lis t leader w ere  re ­
leased to the  press b y  the  M us lim  
Mosque Inc., w h ich  M a lco lm  X  
and his fo llow e rs  in  N ew  Y o rk  re ­
ce n tly  founded.

“ In  the  M u s lim  w o rld  they 
loved me once the y  learned I  was 
an A m erican  M us lim , and here in  
A fr ic a  the y  love me as soon as 
the y  le a rn  th a t I  am M a lco lm  X  
o f the m il ita n t  A m erican  M us­
lim s ,”  reports  a le tte r  released 
M ay  11. “ A fr ic a n s  in  general and 
M us lim s in  p a r tic u la r  love  m i l i ­
tancy.”

H e  w rite s  th a t the sen tim en t o f 
hum an s o lid a r ity  f ind s  suppo rt in  
the  M u s lim  h o ly  book, the  K o ra n , 
w h ich  “ compels the M u s lim  W o rld  
to take a stand on the  side o f 
those whose hum an r ig h ts  are 
be ing v io la ted , no m a tte r w h a t the 
re lig ious  persuasions o f the  v ic ­
tim s  are . . .  I t  recognizes a l l  as 
p a rt o f one H um an F a m ily .”

In  A fr ic a , h is la test le tte r  con­
tinues, “ the  22 m il lio n  A m erican  
blacks are looked upon as the  long- 
lost b ro thers  o f A fr ic a . O u r peo­
ple here are in terested in  every 
aspect o f our p lig h t and they s tu ­
dy  o u r s trugg le  fo r  freedom  fro m  
every angle.”

C onc lud ing  th is  le tte r  fro m  
Lagos, N ige ria , M a lco lm  X  says: 
“ Despite W estern propaganda to 
the con tra ry , ou r A fr ic a n  B ro thers  
and Sisters love us, and are happy 
to  lea rn  th a t we also are aw aken­
in g  fro m  o u r long  ‘sleep’ and are 
deve lop ing strong  love fo r  them .”

A n  e a rlie r le tte r  fro m  Jedda, 
Saudi A ra b ia , reported  M a lco lm ’s 
fee lin g  at be ing  accepted, fo r  the 
f i r s t  tim e, as a b ro th e r b y  the  
p ilg r im s  o f m any countries and 
“ o f a ll co lors”  w ho came to pe r­
fo rm  Is lam ic  cerem onies in  the  
v ic in ity  o f the  H o ly  C ity  o f Mecca. 
T hey  “ were a ll p a rtic ip a tin g  in  
the same r itu a l,  d isp la y in g  a s p ir­
i t  o f u n ity  and b ro therhood th a t 
m y experiences in  A m erica  had 
led  me to  be lieve cou ld  neve r ex­
is t between the w h ite  and non­
w h ite .”

M a lco lm  re la ted  his b e lie f th a t 
tru e  Is lam  removes rac ism , be­
cause people o f a ll races and co l­
ors w ho  accept its  p rinc ip le s  and 
bow  dow n to the One God, A lla h , 
also accept each o th e r as w e ll.

“ Y ou  m ay be shocked by  these 
w ords com ing fro m  me, b u t I  have 
a lw ays been a m an w h o  tr ie s  to  
face facts, and to accept the re a l­
i t y  o f li fe  as new experiences and 
know ledge u n fo ld  it . ”

Militant Labor Forum 
Seeking White Elephants

N EW  Y O R K  —  The M il ita n t  
L a b o r F o rum  has appealed to  its  
supporters fo r  c o n trib u tio n  o f ob­
jects su itab le  fo r  a fund -ra is ing  
W h ite  E lephant P a rty  to  be he ld  
on June 13.

The types o f con trib u tio n s  de­
s ired inc lude  pa in tings, scu lp tu re , 
sketches, p rin ts , p o tte ry , le a the r 
goods, je w e lry  and o ther h a n d i­
c ra ft item s as w e ll as glassware, 
housewares, books and records.

C o n trib u tio n s  should be b rough t 
to  the M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  h a ll 
a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place. I f  a p ic k ­
up is desired, phone A L  5-7852.
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L e tte r s  F r o m  O u r  R e a d e r s
[ T h is  co lum n is an open fo ru m  

fo r  a l l v ie w p o in ts  on subjects of 
genera l in te res t to  o u r readers. 
Please keep y o u r le tte rs  b rie f. 
W here necessary they  w i l l  be 
abridged. W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names be ing w ith h e ld  unless 
au th o riza tio n  is g iven fo r  use.]

The Real Hate Gang
New Y ork, N Y .

A b o u t the  press coverage o f th a t 
a lleged “ ha te”  gang in  H a rlem , 
I ’ve been convinced fo r  a long 
tim e  th a t the re  has been an o r­
ganized hate gang opera ting  in  
H a rle m  and in  o the r pa rts  o f the 
c ity  as w e ll.

T here  have been m any v e r ifie d

10 Y E A R S  AGO  

IN T H E  M I L I T A N T
“ The  ̂ long  f ig h t  against J im  

C ro w  s*egregation in  the p u b lic  
schools w on an im p o rta n t legal 
and m ora l v ic to ry  on M ay 17 
w h en  the  U.S. Suprem e C o u rt 
ru le d  th a t such segregation is u n ­
con s titu tion a l. B u t the f ig h t  is not 
y e t fin ish e d  o r won.

“ . . . Saying th a t segregation is 
u n co n s titu tio n a l is n o t the  same 
th in g  as e ffe c tiv e ly  p ro h ib it in g  it. 
The C ourt ru le d  th a t school segre­
ga tion  is ille g a l, b u t i t  p u t o ff 
any ru lin g  on W H E N  or H O W  
th is  ille g a l p rac tice  should be 
stopped. Some ha rd  fig h ts  w i l l  
have to  be fo u g h t and some d i f ­
f ic u l t  obstacles w i l l  have to  be 
cleared aw ay be fore  J im  C row  w i l l  
a c tu a lly  be d rive n  ou t o f the 
schools.

“ The c o u rt had the  pow er to 
ru le  on M ay  17 th a t since segre­
ga tion  v io la tes the  C o ns titu tio n , i t  
shou ld  be d iscon tinued a t once. In  
th a t case c h ild re n  in  the  South 
w o u ld  be g iven the  r ig h t  to  a ttend 
m ixe d  schools at the  beg inn ing  of 
the  new  te rm  in  the fa l l  o f 1954.

“ B u t the  C ourt d id  no t exercise 
th is  pow e r . . . .

“ T h a t is the question o f W H E N . 
The  question o f H O W  is even m ore 
im p o rta n t because i t  w i l l  he lp  to 
de te rm ine  w h e the r o r not the  p ro ­
posed anti-segregation decree w i l l  
be e ffec tive  and foo l-p ro o f in  abo l­
ish ing  segregation in  rea l life , and 
no t m e re ly  on paper . . . .”  —  M ay 
24. 1954.

20  Y E A R S  AGO
“  ‘C O M M U N IS T S  EN D  P A R T Y , 

M A P  N E W  O R G A N IZ A T IO N .’ 
W ith  th is  fron t-page banner head­
lin e  the  D a ily  W o rke r  announced 
M ay  21 the  d isso lu tion  o f the 
C om m unis t P a rty  and its  conver­
sion in to  a ‘C om m unis t P o lit ic a l 
A ssocia tion .’ The reso lu tion  to 
dissolve, p u t fo rw a rd  a t the  p a rty  
conven tion  b y  E a r l B row de r, was 
a m ere fo rm a lity  . . .

“ Needless to  add, the conven­
t io n  passed the  reso lu tion  ‘u n a n i­
m ous ly .’ A l l  the  kno w n  opponents 
o f the step w ith in  the  ranks  had 
p re v io u s ly  been s tif le d  o r r a i l­
roaded ou t o f the  pa rty .

“ The reso lu tions and o the r docu­
m ents w h ic h  the conven tion  adop t­
ed revea l the abysm al depths of 
rottenness and cyn ic ism  to  w h ic h  
th is  S ta lin is t o rgan iza tion  has 
sunk in  its  em brace o f cap ita lism ...

“ B row de r, in  h is  speech to  the 
conven tion  . . . po in ted  out- th a t 
the  new  S ta lin is t p ro g ra m  ‘has no 
elem ent o f socia lism  in  i t . ’ . . .

“ B ro w d e r’s reso lu tion  stated: 
'. . . A l l  p a tr io t ic  forces, in c lu d ­
in g  the  adherents o f socia lism , can 
and m ust bend eve ry  e f fo r t  to 
prom ote  the m a x im u m  o f economic 
secu rity , p roduc tion  and em p loy­
m en t th a t C A N  A N D  M U S T  be 
achieved unde r cap ita lism .’

“ B u t w h a t need is there  fo r  
socia lism  a t a l l i f  econom ic secu­
r i t y  can be achieved un de r cap­
ita lis m ? ”  —  M a y  27, 1944.

reports  o f beatings and even k i l l ­
ings o f innocen t c itizens by th is  
gang. A n d  m em bers o f the  gang 
have been no torious fo r  th e ir  tie- 
up  w ith  every k in d  o f v ice  going, 
fro m  narcotics to  p ro s titu tio n . F o r 
years the y  have roam ed the 
streets o f H a rlem , arm ed w ith  
guns and clubs, and c rea ting  fea r 
and ha tred  in  the com m u n ity . T h is  
gang doesn’t  ha te w h ites  in  gen­
era l —  ju s t those w h ites  w ho  
open ly take the  stand th a t the 
hum an r ig h ts  o f Negro people are 
long overdue.

I ’m  ta lk in g , o f course, about 
N ew  Y o rk ’s “ fine s t,”  the  trigge r- 
happy, c lub-sw ing ing  cops w ho act 
lik e  a co lon ia l fo rce  in  H arlem .

T h e ir  conduct makes i t  u rgen t 
to  establish a c iv i lia n  re v ie w  
board  th a t w o u ld  see to  i t  th a t 
the re  is t r ia l and pun ishm en t fo r  
the  m any acts o f po lice  b ru ta li ty  
th a t are a p a rt o f the  d a ily  li fe  
o f H a rlem , Bedford-S tuyvesan t, 
and the o ther ghetto  areas o f the 
c ity .

P.R.

Prayer Break
B a ltim o re , M d.

I f  states should have the “ r ig h t ”  
to  have classroom tim e  set aside 
fo r  p ra y e r then so should w o rke rs  
have the r ig h t  to  take tim e  o ff  
d u r in g  w o rk in g  hours to  pray. 
I f  i t ’s good enough fo r  the k ids, 
then i t ’s good enough fo r  the pa r­
ents.

I f  “ o u r”  representatives have 
the r ig h t  to f il ib u s te r  endlessly 
in  the  Senate, then w o rke rs  
should have the  r ig h t  to p ra y  end­
less ly  in  the  shop.

The m a in  top ic  o f such prayers  
should be: “ H ow  to  get the  bosses 
to  stop p ra y in g  on the  w o rke rs .”  

A . R obert K au fm an

U.S. Children in Vietnam
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y.

A lm o s t eve ry  w a r in  h is to ry  has 
been started  by a p rovoca tion  by 
one side o r the o ther w h ic h  has 
ig n ite d  the long -sm ouldering  fears, 
hates, greeds and jealousies th a t 
the  leaders have persuaded th e ir  
people are th e ir  sacred “ na tion a l 
in te rests.”  N o t a ll o f these p ro ­
vocations have been m il ita ry  
clashes, such as the  A lam o, F o rt 
Sum ter, P ea rl H a rbo r.

One such n o n -m ilita ry  type p ro ­
voca tion  has been set up  by  us 
in  South V ie tn am  —  ready and 
w a it in g ; nay, a lm ost ask ing fo r  
the  spa rk  th a t w i l l  exp lode i t  —  
so te rr ib le , so dangerous, th a t its  
o u tb u rs t w o u ld  sweep the people 
o f th e  U n ite d  States in to  a w i ld  
fre n zy  o f anger and revenge, 
b r in g in g  im m e d ia te ly  a savage, 
a ll-ou t w a r against the  A s ian  Com­
m un ists w h o  w o u ld  be blam ed by 
us —  r ig h t ly  o r w ro n g ly  —  fo r  
the a tro c ity . T h is  p rovoca tion  is 
the  m onum enta l s tu p id ity  o f ou r 
keep ing the  several hund red  c h il­
dren o f U.S. d ip lo m a tic , a id  and 
m il i ta ry  personnel in  ou r govern ­
m en t school in  Saigon.

On M a y  12th, T V  com m enta tor 
W a lte r C ro nk ite , expressing his 
h o rro r a t the v e ry  tho ugh t o f 
w h a t m ig h t happen to  these A m e r­
ican c h ild re n  as the  V ie tcong  step 
u p  th e ir  bom bings o f A m ericans 
in  Saigon, showed on his even ing 
newscast a docum entary  f i lm , 
“ T e rro r is m  and Teenagers”  w h ich  
p ic tu re d  th is  school, its  pu p ils  and 
its  la d y  p r in c ip a l go ing about th e ir  
d a ily  rou tine . The k id s  were 
shown as the y  came sk ip p in g  and 
c h a tte r in g  fro m  th e ir  classrooms, 
th rou gh  lines o f he lm eted G Is

w ith  f ix e d  bayonets, to the heav­
i ly  guarded bus th a t was to  take 
them  home.

T h a t these c h ild re n  are in  m o r­
ta l danger is fu r th e r  docum ented 
b y  a d ispa tch  fro m  W ilfre d  B u r­
chett, w e ll-kn ow n  correspondent 
w ho  was fo r  several m onths be­
h in d  the  V ie tcong  lines in  a base 
o f the  V ietnam ese N a tion a l L ib e r ­
a tion  F ron t. There, on the n ig h t 
o f Feb. 12, 1964, he in te rv ie w e d  
th ree young V ietnam ese “ p a trio ts ”  
w ho had ju s t re tu rn ed  fro m  bom b­
in g  an A m e rica n  C inem a in  Sai­
gon. They had shot th ree  U.S. 
M Ps gu ard ing  the  doors and ex­
ploded th e ir  bomb, seriously in ­
ju r in g  a num ber o f o ther A m e r i­
cans in  the audience. B u rch e tt, 
whose dispatch appeared in  the 
N a tio n a l G ua rd ia n  o f M a y  16, 
asked them  i f  they had though t 
about any A m erican  w om en and 
ch ild re n  w ho  m ig h t have been in  
the theatre. One o f the  gu erilla s  
rep lied , “ Do they care i f  ou r  c h il­
d ren are k il le d  w hen th e ir  planes, 
p ilo te d  by  A m erican  o ffice rs, 
bom b ou r v illag es  and b u rn  ou r 
fa m ilie s  to  death w ith  napa lm ?”  
B u rc h e tt learned th a t the  12-year- 
o ld  s ister o f one o f the  men w ho 
bom bed the cinem a had been 
k il le d  w ith  16 o th e r c h ild re n  w hen 
U.S.-directed planes bom bed a 
school in  T ay  N in h  p rov ince . H is 
com rade said, “ He w i l l  never fo r ­
g ive  them  fo r  w h a t they d id  to 
ou r l i t t le  g ir ls  and as long  as 
they stay on ou r soil, he w i l l  take 
h is  revenge.”

W h y  do w e no t u n ite  in  an

A ga in s t P ac ifism  —  Syracuse 
U n iv e rs ity  C hance llo r W ill ia m  P. 
T o lle y  was p u t out w hen a group 
o f 20 students p icketed an ROTC 
re v ie w  staged in  h is  honor. In  
fac t he became so enraged th a t he 
leaped fro m  the re v ie w in g  stand 
and w hacked one o f the dem on­
stra to rs  w ith  h is cane. The s tu ­
dents w ere  p ro tes ting  the u n iv e r­
s ity ’s m il i ta ry  tra in in g  program .

The Sheltered L ife  —  O ve rtr ick , 
the  t ro t te r  tha t earned n e a rly  a 
qu a rte r o f a m il lio n  do lla rs  las t 
year, gets trea ted l ik e  ro y a lty  and 
a p pa ren tly  loves it .  A n  enthusias­
t ic  New  Y o rk  T im es  w r i te r  says 
O v e rtr ic k  is so no rm a l he’s a lm ost 
neuro tic . “ He is no t a llow ed  to 
m in g le  w ith  o ther horses and h is 
s ta ll door is a lw ays closed. Be­
cause o f the secu rity  he feels no 
show o f cu rios ity , suspicion o r 
h o s t ility  to  strangers . . . He has 
neve r missed a m ea l th rou gh  an x ­
ie ty  . . . O v e rtr ic k  makes no sound 
o r m ovem ent d u r in g  h is sleep. 
M an y  horses sno rt o r  th resh .”  B u t, 
as w e suspected, the re ’s a f la w  in  
a l l th is  secu rity : “ Females do no t 
in te res t h im .”

Y o u-N ever-H ad-lt-S o -G ood  D e­
partm ent —  “ E m p loym en t rose 
1,360,000 fro m  M arch  to A p r i l  . . . 
A b o u t 500,000 o f the  new  jobs 
w e n t to  wom en, and about h a lf  o f 
these w ere jobs as household serv­
ants.”  —  The M ay 8 N ew  Y o rk  
Times.

Aspersion on Free Enterprise?
—  S om ber-look ing  businessmen 
w i l l  replace ba th in g  beauties, a th ­
letes and v ir i le  cowpokes in  c ig a r­
e tte  ads. The sw itch  is in  lin e  w ith  
an expected new  code govern ing  
c igare tte  a d ve rtis ing  th a t w i l l  tone

agonized plea to P resident John ­
son to  b r in g  back these sm all hos­
tages be fore  i t  is  too late. A n d  
not to save th e ir  lives  alone, b u t 
the  live s  o f the m illio n s  w ho  
w o u ld  d ie  i f  w a r  should come 
th rou gh  ou r obstina te re fusa l to 
fo llo w  the clear ca ll o f reason.

Taylo r Adams

Combat ‘Affluent1 Ideology
N ew ark, N.J.

L e t me state r ig h t  o f f  tha t 1 
th in k  The M il ita n t  is a f in e  paper. 
I  don’t  m ean a f in e  soc ia lis t pa­
per, because w h ile  i t  is tha t, i t  is  
also a firs t- ra te  piece o f jo u rn a l­
ism. Y ou cover events o f rea l sig­
n ificance  and pursue them  to th e ir  
end. Y o u r prose is c lear and s im ­
ple, and re fre s h in g ly  free  o f ja r ­
gon —  a chron ic  a ilm e n t o f so­
c ia lis t w rite rs .

Y e t shortcom ings do exist. 
M an y  areas o f dom estic li fe  des­
pe ra te ly  need exposure and I  don ’t 
mean the obvious ones such as 
m ig ra n t labo r, c iv i l r ig h ts , c iv i l 
libe rtie s , etc. These you  hand le 
m ost adequate ly. I  re fe r to those 
th ings w h ic h  d ire c t ly  a ffe c t the 
so-called lo w e r and m idd le , m id d le  
class; people w h o  don ’t  even kn o w  
they  are s t i l l  wage earners m uch 
less w orke rs , w ho  are hypno tized 
by  the status e ffec t g iven o f f  by  
th e ir  m ortgaged homes, in s ta ll- 
m ent-p lan stereo sets. T h e ir elec­
t r ic  can openers and ca rv in g  
kn ives, th e ir  ceram ic t i le  bath 
rooms, th e ir  tissue-paper autom o­
biles.

dow n ads th a t use a “ v i r i l i t y  ap­
pea l”  o r suggest tha t c igare tte  
sm oking som ehow increases sex­
u a l attractiveness. Said one m a r­
k e tin g  m anager: “ No one can ac­
cuse you o f us ing a v i r i l i t y  appeal 
w hen you p u t businessmen in  you r 
ads.”

D on ’t  Appease P u b lic  —  A  C h i­
cago in d u s tr ia lis t  to ld  the B road­
cast A d v e rt is in g  C lub  th a t the ad­
ve rtis in g  business is supposed to 
operate fo r  a p ro fit,  and le t the 
“ Federa l C om m unications Com ­
m ission and U ncle Sam have the 
re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  the  p u b lic  in te r ­
est.”  T he  in d u s tr ia lis t, A rn o ld  
M arem on t, to ld  the ad m en to 
“ q u it  o ffe r in g  the p u b lic  appease­
m ent, q u it  o ffe r in g  up sacrifices, 
q u it  ta lk in g  abou t se lf-p o lic in g  
y o u r in d u s try  and stop be ing so de­
fensive .”  M a rem on t a ttrac ted  a t­
ten tio n  last year w ith  a proposal 
th a t state w e lfa re  agencies d is­
tr ib u te  b ir th -c o n tro l in fo rm a tio n  
and devices to  people on re lie f.

Moonlighters —  A  C itizens 
School A d v is o ry  C om m ittee  in  
B a ltim o re  showed th a t 83 pe r cent 
o f the  c ity ’s p u b lic  school teachers 
he ld  tw o  jobs. The com m ittee  said 
th is  com pared w ith  a na tiona l 
m o o n lig h tin g  fig u re  fo r  teachers o f 
73 pe r cent com p iled  b y  the  Na­
t io n a l E ducation  Association tw o

These people —  and they con­
s titu te  a la rge p a rt o f the popu­
la tio n  —  take  these th in gs  as con­
crete evidence o f “ m a k in g  i t . ”  
P ropaganda has been enorm ously 
successful in  h e lp ing  them  be lieve 
th is  nonsense; i t  suppresses th e ir  
awareness o f be ing  b ilk e d  and ex­
plo ited.

B u t the  f ig u re  on the paycheck 
cannot be denied, n o r can the  cost 
o f the  D isney land  liv in g . Give  
these people the facts on their 
costs and on the p ro fits  o f their 
c red ito rs  and supp lie rs. Then per­
haps the long -de layed  anger m ay 
gush fo rth .

F o r a beg inn ing  you m ig h t te l l  
us about these item s:

1. T rue  in te res t charges on 
home mortgages, au to  loans and 
o ther in s ta llm e n t buy ing .

2. The tim e  i t  takes fo r  the  
“ hom eow ner”  to begin b u ild in g  
e q u ity  in  h is  home.

3. The re la tio n  between the l i fe  
o f a car o r appliance and the tim e  
necessary to  pay fo r  it .

4. The nu m be r o f w o rke rs  ha v ­
in g  pension plans —  the  nu m be r 
w h ic h  are po rtab le  —  th e  va lue  
o f the pensions.

5. The nu m be r o f w o rke rs  ha v ­
in g  s ick leave —  the nu m be r of 
days p rov ided.

6. The num ber o f w o rke rs  h a v ­
in g  hosp ita l and doctor-fee in s u r­
ance pa id  in  fu l l  o r in  p a r t  b y  
em ployers.

7. The actua l cost o f h o sp ita l 
and m edica l care in  re la tio n  to 
insurance bene fit.

C.S.

years ago. The B a ltim o re  com ­
m ittee  feels the figu res  suggest 
the need fo r  h igh e r pay fo r  teach­
ers.

Your O wn F au lt —  The Toy
M an ufac tu re rs  o f the  U S A  h ire d  
a research o u t f i t  to  s.tudy w id e ­
spread com pla in ts  abou t T V  com ­
m erc ia ls  w h ich  induce c h ild re n  to  
bug th e ir  parents in to  b u y in g  them  
expensive toys. Reported the  re ­
searchers: “ O u r psychologists be­
lie ve  . . . th a t i t  m ay be th a t the  
toy  in d u s try  is be ing b lam ed to 
some degree fo r  the shortcom ings 
o f paren ts and th e ir  a b il i ty  to  com ­
m un ica te  w ith  th e ir  ow n c h ild re n .”  
Com m ents N ew  Y o rk  H e ra ld  T r i ­
bune  a d ve rtis ing  co lum n is t Joseph 
Kase low : “ W hat parents need, ap­
pa ren tly , is a $9 m il lio n  ad ve rtis ­
in g  budget and some c low n  o th e r 
than  the  o ld  m an hopp ing  around 
the k itchen . C om m unication , then  
w o u ld  be no p rob lem .”

Swedes Get Message —  The  
U.S. H e a lth  D e pa rtm e n t re p o rt on 
c iga re tte  sm oking  seems to  be hav­
in g  m ore o f an e ffec t in  Sweden 
tha n  here. A cco rd in g  to the 
Swedish In fo rm a tio n  Service, c i­
ga re tte  sm oking has dropped there  
b y  abou t ten p e r cent since pu b ­
lic a tio n  o f the  rep o rt, w h ile  the 
dem and fo r  sm all c igars has risen  
b y  40 pe r cent.

Thought for the Week
“ W A S H IN G T O N , M ay  18 —  P ove rty  p roved  to be a b ig  d ra w in g  

card ju s t about eve ryw here  bu t a round  Congress today. A  crow d  
gathered a t one d o w n to w n  ho te l to discuss the p lig h t o f the ru ra l 
poor. A n o th e r c row d  gathered in  a ho te l a few  blocks aw ay to ta lk  
about how educa tion can w ipe  ou t po ve rty . B u t on C a p ito l H i l l ,  e f­
fo r ts  to m ove ahead on the a d m in is tra tio n ’s $962.5 m illicm  a n ti-p o v e rty  
b i l l  collapsed w hen a quorum  fa ile d  to  show u p  fo r  the  scheduled ses­
sion o f the House E ducation  and L a b o r C om m ittee .”  '—  The M ay  19 
N ew  Y o rk  T imes.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for $1.

N am e

S tree t Zone

C ity  ...............................................  S ta te

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity  Place, 
N ew  Y ork  3, N . Y .

It W a s  Reported in  the Press
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SWP Spokesman in Seattle 
Answers Ultra-Right Attack

S E A T T L E — A  S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  o ff ic ia l here w en t on te le ­
v is ion  M ay 6 to  spike an u l t r a ­
r ig h t  a ttack.

The SW P spokesman was F rank  
K rasn ow sky  and he was answ er­
in g  a smear by  Laurence T im bers, 
whose newspaper. T im bers, makes 
the  John B irc h  Society seem a l­
m ost lib e ra l by com parison. In  an 
in te rv ie w  on the program , “ W h a t’s 
the  S to ry ,”  on K IN G , the NBC 
te lev is ion  sta tion  here, T im bers  
c la im ed tha t at an SW P fo ru m  in  
Seattle he had pa rtic ip a ted  in  a 
discussion about w h a t to do a fte r 
fa rm  w o rkers  are organized. A c ­
co rd ing  to h im  the re  was disagree­
m en t over w ho should be shot 
f ir s t :  the  fa rm  ow ners o r the
scabs. The consensus, according to 
th is  fa ls ifie d  ta le , was fo r  shoot­
in g  the farm ers.

T im be rs  has re la ted  s im ila r  f ic ­
tions elsewhere in  the course o f 
b ragg ing  abou t h is a c tiv itie s  as a 
provoca feu r and d is ru p te r at le f t ­
is t m eetings as w e ll as in  his pa­
per. In  the in te rv ie w  ove r K IN G -  
T V , however, he asserted tha t 
F ra n k  K rasnow sky , w h o  ad­
dressed students a t B a lla rd  H igh  
School la s t year, took p a rt in  the 
a lleged discussion.

Given T V  Tim e

K IN G  newscaster, Charles H e r­
r in g , w ho  is also the in te rv ie w e r 
on “ W h a t’s the S to ry ,”  made T V  
tim e  ava ilab le  to K rasn ow sky  to 
re p ly  to the charges.

The SW P spokesman branded 
T im b e rs ’ s to ry  a lie . “ The discus­
sion re fe rre d  to  never took place,”  
declared K rasnow sky , “ and cer­
ta in ly ,  I  never pa rtic ip a ted  in  i t . ”

He con tinued : “ I f  M r. T im bers  
a c tu a lly  attended the fo ru m  he 
re fe rre d  to, he w o u ld  kno w  tha t 
the  speaker presented a program  
to  a lle v ia te  the prob lem s faced by 
fa rm  w o rkers . He proposed the 
organ iza tion  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l labor, 
m in im u m  wages, social security , 
unem p loym en t insurance, safety 
regu la tions, etc. . . .

“ H ad anybody proposed th a t the 
so lu tion  was to  shoot the fa rm ­
ers, he w o u ld  have been sha rp ly  
rebuked by  the speaker; and had

9 Per Cent for DeBerry 
In Poll at N.J. College

R U TH E R FO R D , N.J. —  F o r the 
f ir s t  tim e  in  the h is to ry  o f Fa ir- 
le igh  D ick inson  U n iv e rs ity , the 
p ro g ra m  and candidate o f the So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  was present­
ed to  the  s tudent body d u r in g  a 
m ock e lection he ld the week of 
A p r i l  29.

M a rio  C e rag io li represented 
C lif to n  D e B e rry  in  a speech be­
fo re  a u n iv e rs ity  convocation. A t  
f ir s t ,  .as was expected in  a u n iv e r­
s ity  where alm ost one h a lf  are 
business m ajors, the audience 
booed, hissed and laughed; b u t 
w hen M a rio  ca lled fo r  recogn ition  
o f the  Peoples R epub lic  o f China 
and w ith d ra w a l o f troops fro m  
South V ie tnam , the mood changed. 
U pon com p le tion , the speech fo r  
D e B e rry  rece ived m ild  applause.

In  the e lection tha t fo llow ed , 
383 voted and D e B e rry  captured 
9 pe r cent. (Johnson got Just over 
50 per cent; Lodge ju s t over 40. 
Johnson and Lodge w ere  selected 
th rou gh  p rim a rie s  he ld  p r io r  to 
the e lection, in  w h ich  W allace got 
fe w e r votes than D e B erry  d id  in  
the  e lection .)

S tudents w ere im pressed b y  the 
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  p la tfo rm  
and several rem arked  “ great,”  “ a 
p a r ty  th a t re a lly  states some­
th in g ,”  and “ a rea l a lte rn a tiv e .”

such a discussion taken place a fte r 
the fo rum , i t  w o u ld  have been an 
e lem enta ry  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  any 
m em ber o f the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  present, w ho  was at a l l fa m ­
i l ia r  w ith  the c le a rly  expressed 
p rogram  o f the pa rty , to take 
issue w ith  such a proposal.

“ H ad I been present in  such a 
discussion, I w o u ld  have to ld  the 
p rovoca teur . . .  to peddle his pa­
pers elsewhere. M y  ow n op in ions 
are a m a tte r o f record. I  have a 
re g u la r news com m entary  over 
rad io  s ta tion  K R A B -F M  and have 
spoken extens ive ly  in  forum s, 
panels and debates, no t on ly  in  
Seattle, b u t also in  Spokane and 
Vancouver. Nobody h a s  ever 
d ra w n  the im p lic a tio n  fro m  an y­
th in g  I  have said tha t I  advocate 
personal te rro r is m  as a so lu tion  
to social p rob lem s.”

L.A. Woman Convicted 
For Traveling to Cuba

M rs. Helen T ra v is  was convicted 
M ay  14 in  the fed e ra l d is tr ic t 
co u rt in  Los Angeles o f “ i l le g a lly ”  
le av in g  the U.S. to  tra v e l to Cuba.

The Los Angeles housew ife  was 
charged w ith  en te rin g  Cuba fro m  
M exico  tw ice  in  1962 w ith o u t spe­
c ia l perm ission fro m  W ashington. 
Since the S tate D epa rtm en t in 
1961 u n c o n s titu tio n a lly  declared 
a ban on tra v e l to Cuba, i t  has 
tr ie d  to  l im it  such tra v e l to those 
few  people w hom  i t  gives special 
perm ission to  go.

M rs. T ra v is  to ld  reporte rs : “ I 
was aw are o f the ban, b u t I  ju s t 
don’t be lieve in  i t . ”

She plans to appeal the  v e rd ic t 
o f Judge E. A v e ry  Crane, w ho  w i l l  
sentence he r June 22. M ax im um  
pena lty  is f iv e  years im p rison m en t 
and $5,000 fin e  on each o f the tw o  
counts.

N. Y. Cops Attack 
Demonstration by 
Harlem Mothers

N EW  Y O R K  —  A  street dem on­
s tra tio n  by H a rlem  m others and 
th e ir  c h ild re n  to  w in  in s ta lla tio n  
o f a t ra f f ic  l ig h t  near an elem en­
ta ry  school was fo rc ib ly  b roken  up 
by  cops M ay 11. L a te r po lice set 
upon a group o f enraged H a rle m ­
ites w ho m arched on the  local sta­
tio n  to pro test the b ru ta li ty  
against the sa fe ty dem onstrators.

The m others and ch ild re n  had 
blockaded the street at 131st St. 
and F if th  Avenue when the cops 
descended on them . M rs. V onn ie  
Jordan, p res ident o f the loca l 
P TA , charged the cops “ h it  and 
k icked  us w h ile  m ak ing  the a r­
rests.”  F o u r dem onstra tors were 
grabbed and arrested.

A b o u t a hundred  people began 
a m arch on the po lice station. 
They chanted slogans cove ring  the 
w ho le  fie ld  o f c iv i l  r ig h ts : cops 
and s lum lo rds  were denounced; 
be tte r schools and m ore jobs were 
demanded.

M arch in g  in  the  m id d le  o f the 
street and s low ing  dow n tra ff ic ,  
they  reached the busy in te rsec tion  
o f 125th St. and Le x in g to n  Ave. 
w here they w ere  set upon by 
about 30 cops. Seven m ore were 
arrested, m os tly  teen-agers. O th e r 
dem onstra tors re p o rte d ly  tr ie d  to 
free them  fro m  the cops.

A  b ig  crow d  gathered in  fro n t 
o f the  sta tion  house. Police set up  
wooden barricades to  keep the 
crow d  aw ay. W hen fo u r  o f those 
arrested w ere  b ro ug h t ou t o f the 
sta tion house to be d r iv e n  to the 
c r im in a l cou rt b u ild in g  the angry  
crow d  surged fo rw a rd  and the 
cops massed to push them  back.

M rs. A lic e  Kornegay, head o f 
the East H a rle m  T ria n g le  Associa­
tion , and one o f those arrested, 
charged a cop had k icked  her on 
the leg. A  13-year-old boy said he 
was s truck  on the side.

Calls on Gov’t to Probe 
5 Mississippi Murders

N A T C H E Z, M iss. —  The d ire c ­
to r  o f the  M iss iss ipp i p ro je c t fo r  
the S tuden t N o n v io le n t C oord ina t­
ing  C om m ittee  (SNC C) te s tifie d  
M ay  6 th a t f iv e  Negroes had been 
k il le d  in  southeast M iss iss ipp i in  
recent m onths, and ca lled  fo r  in ­
vestiga tion  by  the U.S. D e pa rt­
m ent o f Justice.

Robert Moses, 28, to ld  a m eeting 
o f the S tate A d v is o ry  C om m ittee  
to the U.S. C iv il R igh ts C om m is­
sion th a t no one had been a r­
rested o r ind ic ted  fo r  the  m y s te r i­
ous slayings.

Moses repo rted  the shotgun 
k i l l in g  o f 44-year-o ld Lou is  A lle n  
in  L ib e r ty , Miss., las t Jan. 31. A lle n  
was a w itness to  the 1961 m u rd e r 
o f 52-year-old Negro H e rb e rt Lee, 
w ho was gunned dow n outside a 
L ib e r ty  cotton g in  by  a m em ber 
o f the M iss iss ipp i state leg is la tu re . 
A lle n  la te r  ad m itte d  to  SNCC 
w o rke rs  he had been fo rced  to  lie  
at a co rone r’s ju r y  in ves tig a tion  
in to  the  s lay ing  w h ic h  set free 
E. H. H u rs t, the leg is la tor.

In  1962 A lle n  signed an a f f i ­
d a v it th a t H u rs t had k il le d  Lee 
“ w ith o u t provoca tion .”  He was 
w arned  th a t local w h ites  were out 
to “ get h im .”  In  A ugust 1962 he 
was arrested and beaten by a L ib ­
e rty  depu ty  s h e riff, w ho  h it  h im  
w ith  a fla sh lig h t, b reak ing  his 
jaw , “ I f  you g ive  me p ro tection , 
I ’l l  le t the h ide  fa ll w ith  the h a ir ,”  
A lle n  said in 1963. Th is , and o ther 
ca lls fo r  p ro tec tion  fro m  the U.S. 
D epartm ent o f Justice, w e n t u n ­
answered.

B oth Lee and A lle n  had been 
active  in  a SNCC vote d rive .

Moses said fo u r Negroes had 
been k il le d  in  ne ighbo ring  W ilk in ­
son C oun ty  since the A ugust 1963 
M arch  on W ashington.

A rch ie  C. C u rtis . 60, a Natchez
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Rights Cases Jam San Francisco Courts

“ U n t i l w hen w i l l  the fu r y  of 
ty ra n n y  con tinue  to be ca lled  ju s ­
tice, and the ju s tice  o f the people  
b a rb a r ity  and rebe llion?  —  M a x - 
im ilie n  Robespierre. F rench  R ev­
o lu tio n is t. (1758-1794).

B y G ordon B a ile y
S A N  F R A N C IS C O  —  M ore  than

500 c iv i l- r ig h ts  dem onstrators 
are be ing paraded th rou gh  th is  
c ity ’s courts  b y  prosecutors seek­
in g  th e ir  conv ic tion  fo r  a lleged ly  
res is ting  arrest, trespassing, d is­
tu rb in g  the peace, and other 
crim es against p u b lic  o rd e r and 
p riv a te  p ro pe rty .

The dem onstra to rs ’ rea l “ c r im e ”  
is ha v in g  fo u g h t fo r  equal jo b  op­
p o rtu n itie s  fo r  Negroes and o ther 
m in o ritie s . A f te r  pleas to  obdurate 
em ployers fo r  no n -d isc rim ina to ry  
h ir in g  had proved un a va ilin g , the 
c iv i l- r ig h ts  figh te rs  resorted to sit- 
ins, lie - in s , and mass p ic k e tin g  to 
b r in g  the ho te l in d u s try  and auto 
agencies to  term s.

The 509 defendants w ere  a rres t­
ed a t th ree  separate dem onstra­
tions in  the  course o f the  last three 
m onths: at the  Sheraton-Palace 
lie - in ,  167; a t the  f ir s t  C ad illac  
A u to  Agency s it-in , 110; at the 
second C ad illac  and o ther au to­
agency s it- in s , 226.

A l l  c iv i l  cases have been post­
poned to c lea r the m u n ic ip a l cou rt­
rooms fo r  the pun ishm en t o f the 
c iv il- r ig h ts  dem onstrators. R e tired  
judges are be ing ca lled back to 
the  bench to he lp  bear the ju d i­
c ia l load.

The dem onstra tors are being 
tr ie d  in  batches o f fro m  ten to  15. 
As m any as n ine  tr ia ls  are going 
on at the same tim e. T h is  proced­
u re  has p u t an im possib le  s tra in  
on the defense law yers. V incen t 
H a llin a n , ch ie f defense a tto rney, 
protested th a t he cou ld no t be in  
tw o  o r m ore courtroom s a t the 
same tim e. He dem anded th a t a ll 
de fendants arrested a t the  same 
dem onstra tion  be tr ie d  together.

T h is  was .refused and hundreds o f 
ven irem en w ere  sum m oned to 
serve as ju ro rs  fo r  the long series 
o f tr ia ls .

Prosecutors, racists, and reac­
tionaries  w ere  heartened by  the 
outcom e o f the f ir s t  t r ia l.  The ju r y  
b rough t in  ve rd ic ts  o f g u ilty  fo r  
a ll ten defendants. The n e x t three 
tr ia ls , however, b ro ug h t consterna­
tion  to  the people o f power. The 
th ree ju r ie s  w ere  unab le  to  reach 
verd ic ts , and m is tr ia ls  had to  be 
declared. N ew  tr ia ls  —  at a cost 
to the c ity  o f at least $500 pe r day 
per t r ia l —  have been ordered. 
M ore  im p o rta n t, the fact th a t three 
ju r ie s  were deadlocked on these 
cases casts serious doub t on the 
g u ilt  o f any o f the defendants.

S it-In  Leader
“ Justice ”  took a v e ry  tw is ted  

fo rm  in  the t r ia l  in v o lv in g  T racy  
Sims, the 18-year-old leader o f the 
A d  Hoc C om m ittee to  E nd D is­
c r im in a tio n . T h is  young Negro 
wom an was the leader o f the She­
raton-Palace H ote l s it-in * w h ich  
forced an agreem ent on equal h i r ­
ing  fro m  the San Francisco hotel 
in d u s try .

She and the 13 others in  her 
t r ia l  faced the same charge —  
d is tu rb in g  the peace. A l l  14 had 
been arrested in  the Sheraton-Pa­
lace lobby. The ju r y  heard the 
evidence against a l l 14, re tire d , 
and re tu rned  w ith  13 n o t-g u ilty  
verd ic ts  fo r  the w h ite  defendants 
and a v e rd ic t o f g u ilty  fo r  T racy  
Sims. [See s to ry  by  D r. Tom  
B rew er, one o f h e r co-defendants, 
in  last w eek ’s M il ita n t .]

T h is  v ic tim iz a tio n  was so ob­
v io us ly  u n ju s t th a t even the San 
Francisco E xam ine r, the  H earst 
paper, fe lt  i t  necessary to  condem n

the ve rd ic t e d ito r ia lly . A d m itt in g  
“ an un com fo rtab le  fee ling  jus tice  
was no t done,”  the ed ito rs  de­
cla red : “ I f  the 13 were innocent, 
M iss Sim s was innocent.”

Nevertheless, Judge M ana gave 
T racy  Sims the m a x im u m  pena lty , 
90 days in  ja i l  and a $200 fine , 
m it ig a tin g  i t  o n ly  to  the ex te n t o f 
suspending 45 days o f the ja i l  sen­
tence.

She has ten days in  w h ich  to 
take th is  v e rd ic t to  the A ppeals 
C ourt. I f  he r appeal is  denied 
there, she w i l l  have to  s ta rt serv­
in g  her sentence even though she 
appeals the case to  s t i l l  h ighe r 
courts. T racy  Sims also faces 
fu r th e r  charges c a rry in g  even 
m ore severe pena lties —  because 
o f her arrest in  the second C a d il­
lac dem onstra tion .

The box score on the fo u r  weeks 
o f tr ia ls  up to M ay 14 is as fo l­
lows. O f the  509 arrested, the 
cases o f o n ly  86 have been con­
cluded: 23 conv ic ted ; 45 acqu itted ; 
14 pleaded no defense; charges 
dism issed against fo u r; 59 face a 
second t r ia l  sir.ee th e ir  f i r s t  tr ia ls  
ended in  hung ju ries .

E igh t ju r ie s  are a t present hear­
ing  the cases o f 103 defendants. 
A nd  320 dem onstra tors are ye t to 
be tried . F ifte en  hundred  people 
have been sum m oned fo r  ju ry  
du ty .

J u ry  C om m issioner W ill ia m  
L o w e ry  declared. “ T here  has 
never been a n y th in g  lik e  th is  in 
the h is to ry  o f C a lifo rn ia  —  not 
ju s t San F rancisco.”

T h is  m ay w e ll be true , b u t then 
the re  never before has been such 
a de term ined e f fo r t  to  secure 
equa l r ig h ts  fo r  m in o rit ie s  in  
C a lifo rn ia .

Robert Moses

unde rtaker, te s tifie d  he and an­
o ther N egro had been s tr ipp ed  and 
beaten by hooded m en on a desol­
ate road outside the  c ity  on Feb. 
15, 1964. C u rtis  said he was lu red  
to  the  spot by an u n id e n tif ie d  
c a lle r w ho  to ld  h im  a w om an was 
d y in g  o f a he a rt a ttack. He to ld  
the com m ittee  the b e a t i n g  
stemmed fro m  his p a rtic ip a tio n  
in  a vote d rive .

Soaked in O il

A  Negro was forced to s tr ip  
and was soaked in  m o to r o il be­
fo re  be ing beaten in  A m ite  C oun­
ty , near L ib e r ty ,  on Feb. 1, 1964, 
Moses said. A n o th e r Negro was 
shot and k il le d  in  T a llah a tch ie  
C oun ty  b y  po licem en on Feb. 13, 
1964.

O th e r w itnesses to ld  o f cross­
bu rn ings, th rea ten ing  phone calls, 
and econom ic reprisa ls  fo r  ta k in g  
pa rt in  c iv i l- r ig h ts  and vo te  ac­
t iv ity .  Moses ca lled fo r  a “ tho­
rough in ves tig a tion  by  the Justice 
D epa rtm en t.”  Moses and o ther 
SNCC s ta ff have issued pleas to 
tha t agency num erous tim es since 
beg inn ing  th e ir  vote cam paign in  
1961.

Slate N.Y. Symposium 
On 'Hate Gang' Scare

N EW  Y O R K  —  Recognizing the 
seriousness o f the recent a ttem p t 
by  the  cops and the established 
press in  th is  c ity  to smear the 
Negro com m u n ity , the  M il ita n t  
L a b o r F o rum  is ho ld in g  a sym ­
posium  on F rid a y , M ay  29, at 
w h ich  f iv e  speakers w i l l  g ive  th e ir  
v iew s on “ W h a t’s B eh ind the 
‘Hate-G ang’ Scare?”

P a rtic ipa n ts  w i l l  be C lif to n  De­
B e rry , p re s id en tia l candidate fo r  
the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty ; 
Jun ius G r if f in ,  au tho r o f the 
series o f a rtic les  in  the N ew  Y o rk  
Tim es  w h ic h  alleged the existence 
o f a H a rle m  “ hate gang” ; Quen­
t in  Hand, assistant d ire c to r o f the 
H a rlem  A c tio n  G roup ; W ill ia m  
Reed, rep resen ta tive  o f N ew  Y o rk  
CORE; and James Shabazz, aide 
to  M in is te r M a lco lm  X .

G r i f f in ’s a rtic les  im p lie d  tha t 
the “ hate gang”  is in vo lve d  w ith  
the b lack na tiona lis ts  and has the 
avowed purpose o f p h y s ic a lly  a t­
tack in g  w h ites. Shabazz categor­
ic a lly  denied newspaper reports  
based on po lice statem ents th a t he 
had been a “ lega l ad v iso r”  to any 
“ hate gang.”

D e pu ty  C h ie f Inspecto r T ay lo r, 
fro m  the  32nd P rec inc t in  H a rlem , 
was in v ite d  to present the  Police 
D epartm ent v iew , b u t he declined.

The sym posium  w i l l  take  place 
a t the M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o rum  H a ll, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  PI.


