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Democrats Try to Bar SWP 
From the Ballot in New York
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SYMPOSIUM:

How Can You M ake  
Your Vote Count Nov. 3?

—  See page 4 —
.........................................................................

By Fred Halstead
N E W  Y O R K , Sept. 15 —  The 

D em ocratic  P a rty  m achine in  New 
Y o rk  state is once again a ttem p t­
in g  to dep rive  the S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  o f a place on the state 
ba llo t. D em ocra tic  P a rty  State 
C ha irm an W ill ia m  H. M cKeon 
i i le d  a cha llenge w ith  the  Secre­
ta ry  o f State in  A lb a n y  Sept. 10.

The challenge, w h ic h  is not ex ­
pected to  succeed, is based on an 
obscure residency question. M c  
K eon cla im s th a t the 12th A m end­
m en t to  the U.S. C o nstitu tion  
makes tl\e  S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
t ic k e t in e lig ib le  because bo th  C l i f ­
ton  D eB erry , the P res ide n tia l can­
d ida te , and E dw ard  Shaw, the 
V ice -P res iden tia l candidate, pres­
e n tly  reside in  New  Y o rk .

Lega l au tho ritie s  p o in t ou t tha t 
the  12th A m endm ent does no t deal 
w ith  the  b a llo t status o f pres i­
d e n tia l o r v ice -p res iden tia l cand i­
dates b u t on ly  w ith  the  proceed­
ings o f the e lecto ra l college w h ich  
meets a fte r the elections. The 
flim siness o f the cha llenge is also 
ind ica ted  by  the  fac t th a t in  p re v i­
ous elections, bo th  m em bers o f the 
SW P p re s id en tia l tic k e t on the  b a l­
lo t  w e re  also residents o f New 
Y o rk , and the  issue was never 
raised.

D ifficu lt Petitioning
In  p rev ious  elections, the  Dem o­

cra tic  P a rty  m ach ine has sought 
to  keep SW P candidates o f f  the 
b a llo t b y  cha lleng ing  the  s igna­
tures on pe titions  tu rne d  in  by  the 
SWP.

I t  is ex tre m e ly  d i f f ic u lt  fo r  a 
m in o r ity  p a rty  to  get on the  N ew  
Y o rk  ba llo t. To do so, i t  is  neces­
sary to  secure the  signatures o f 
12,000 reg istered voters, w ith  a 
m in im u m  o f 50 fro m  each o f 61 
counties. M any o f these counties 
are in  rem ote and conservative 
ru ra l areas w here  p e tit io n in g  m ust 
be done in  sm a ll v illages o r fro m  
fa rm  house to  fa rm  house. I f  i t  
should be de te rm ined  th a t less 
than 50 v a lid  s ignatures have been 
f ile d  fro m  any sing le  county, the

THE VIETNAM CRISIS

Clifton DeBerry

e n tire  state p e titio n  is th ro w n  out.
M a jo r p a rty  po litic ia n s  have f re ­

q u e n tly  challenged m in o r ity  p a r­
ties on th is  basis. In  recent years, 
however, the SW P has successfully 
beaten such challenges b y  ob ta in ­
in g  w e ll over the req u ire d  num ber 
o f s ignatures and by exe rc is ing  ex ­
trem e care in  the  techn ica l de ta ils 
connected w ith  f i l in g . T h is  year, 
the SWP file d  21,000 signatures. 
So fa r  they have no t been cha l­
lenged, instead, the obscure “ res­
idency”  issue was raised.

C om m enting  on the challenge, 
R icha rd  Garza, Socia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  candidate fo r  Senator fro m  
N ew  Y o rk , declared: “ The New 
Y o rk  State D em ocra tic  P a rty  m a­
ch ine has a lo t  o f ga ll ob jec ting  
to the fac t th a t ou r top candidates 
happen to liv e  in  N ew  Y o rk , at 
the  v e ry  tim e  i t  is ru n n in g  R obert 
F. Kennedy —  also know n as 
‘Boston Bobby, the  m an fro m  V ir ­
g in ia ’ —  as its  candidate to rep ­
resent N ew  Y o rk  in  the Senate. 
One m ig h t conclude th a t the New 
Y o rk  Dem ocrats ju s t  don’t  . lik e  
candidates w ho liv e  in  New  Y o rk .”

Chrysler Pact 
Brings No Joy 
To Workers

By Jim Campbell
D E T R O IT  —  R eu the r’s three- 

yea r con trac t se ttlem ent w ith  
C h rys le r C o rpo ra tion  Sept. 9, 
w h ich  the newspapers have ba lly - 
hooed as a “ h is to r ic ”  un ion  v ic ­
to ry , has produced a mood of 
ang ry  fru s tra tio n  among U A W  
mem bers a t C hrys ler.

C h rys le r w o rke rs  were angered 
over three issues: fa ilu re  o f the 
U A W  brass to  do a n y th in g  about 
p ro du c tion  standards; settlem ent 
fo r  a p id d lin g  12-m inute increase 
in  re lie f tim e ; and the freez ing  o f 
th e ir  annua l-im provem en t-fac to r 
wage increases.

E ig h t o f C h rys le r’s 47 p lan ts 
w en t on s tr ik e  fo r  a day Sept. 9, 
and a lm ost h a lf the ba rga in ing  
u n its  (40 ou t o f 106) are s t i l l  at 
odds w ith  the com pany over loca l 
w o rk in g  conditions. The s trikes 
occurred because the In te rn a tio n a l 
U n ion  fa ile d  to  conduct a serious 
strugg le  over speed-up in  the basic 
assembly and stam p ing  plants.

The atm osphere was especia lly 
b itte r  Sept. 9 at the  Dodge M a in  
p la n t in  D e tro it, w here one-sixth 
o f C h rys le r ’s 75,000 employees 
w o rk . They are a key  in d ica to r o f 
ran k-an d -file  reaction  to the con­
tra c t. The w o rke rs  came oü t en 
masse at 10 a.m., th re w  p icke t 
lines around the p lan t, and p las te r­
ed a huge s tr ik e  poster (seen over 
loca l T V  stations th a t n ig h t)  
across the overpass to  the p lan t, 
read ing: “ A n o th e r S e llou t B y
Weasel R euthe r.”

The key  issue, speed-up, is now  
a dead le tte r  fo r  three years. N o t 
one th in g  was done about produc­
tion  standards, on w h ich  R euther 
made bom bastic prom ises d u rin g  
negotiations. The d riv e  fo r  a 36- 
ho u r w o rk  w eek is in  the ash can. 
C h rys le r w o rke rs  now  kno w  th a t 
the  com pany w i l l  take the  added 
s ix  m inutes o f re lie f  tim e  per h a lf­
s h ift  ou t o f th e ir  hides by increas- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Washington Clings to Its Puppet
By George Saunders

A fte r  h igh -leve l conferences 
w ith  G enera l M a x w e ll T ay lo r, 
“ ou r m an in  Saigon,”  P resident 
Johnson to ld  the  na tion  Sept. 9 
th a t U.S. p o lic y  in  South V ie tn am  
was e n jo y in g  “ con tinued p ro ­
gress.”  A  fe w  days la te r Saigon 
u n de rw en t its  fo u rth  m a jo r gov­
e rn m en ta l cris is  in  a year as Gen­
e ra l La m  V an P ha t tr ie d  unsuc­
cessfu lly  to oust the  U.S. fa vo rite , 
Gen. N guyen K hanh . K h a n h  was 
a t a m oun ta in  reso rt fo r  his sec­
ond “ hea lth  cure”  in  three weeks 
a t the tim e. ‘

The no torious p o lit ic a l in s ta b ili­
ty  in  Saigon re flec ts  the extrem e 
u n p o p u la rity  o f U.S.-sponsored 
regim es in  South V ie tnam . W ash­
ing ton  carries ou t its  th in ly  dis­
guised in te rv e n tio n  in  th a t coun­
t r y ’s c iv i l w a r th rou gh  a gang o f 
c o rru p t generals and po litic ia n s  
w ho have no po pu la r support 
whatsoever. T h e ir  va rious fac­
tions, eq u a lly  hated b y  the mass of 
the people, spend m ost o f th e ir  
energy in tr ig u in g  against each 
o the r fo r  U ncle  Sam ’s support —  
and h is  pay checks.

The s lickste rs in  the A m erican  
Embassy in  Saigon are toy in g  w ith  
the idea o f m a n u fa c tu rin g  some 
po pu la r suppo rt fo r  puppet K ha nh  
by  b rin g in g  B ud dh is t organiza­
tions in to  the  governm ent; how ­
ever, W ash ing ton has suspicions 
and fears o f the na tion a lis t, pop­
u la r  and “ n e u tra lis t”  elem ents in  
the B ud dh is t m ovem ent.

U.S. Has Problems
The s itua tion  appears to be 

reaching the p o in t w here  W ash­
ing ton  can no longer d ic ta te  w ith  
ce rta in ty  w ho  w i l l  ru n  the  “ le g i­
tim a te  governm ent.”  A  decisive 
re v o lu tio n a ry  b lo w  by  the  guer­
r i l la  un its  w h ich  v ir tu a lly  con tro l 
the  countrys ide, or ano the r mass 
upsurge in  the  cities, cou ld q u ic k ­
ly  leave the U.S. w ith o u t “ its  
side”  to back in  the c iv i l w a r. 
Then Johnson w o u ld  e ith e r have 
to o rder the depa rtu re  o f the U.S. 
forces o r send huge num bers o f 
A m erican  boys to  d ie  t ry in g  to 
conquer another people ’s coun try . 
A n d  Johnson m ay face th a t choice 
before Novem ber.

A  num ber o f signs show how 
th is  prospect has the  adm in is tra -

DeBerry Hits Johnson 
Stand on Ghetto Riots 
As “Goldwaterism”

tio n  w o rried . F o r one th ing , ob­
scure sounds about the  po ss ib ility  
o f peace negotia tions have been 
le a k in g  ou t o f W ashington, a 
sign th a t th ings re a lly  m ust be 
go ing bad fo r  U.S. im p e ria lism . 
A  year ago, Secre tary o f Defense 
M cN am ara and G eneral T a y lo r 
w ere c o n fid e n tly  p re d ic tin g  v ic ­
to ry  by  1965. Today, top o ffic ia ls  
ad m it to  the press th a t the guer­
r il la s  cannot be defeated in  the 
foreseeable fu tu re .

B u t the b i-pa rtisan w arm akers  
are fa r  fro m  ta k in g  any concrete 
steps tow a rd  negotia tions. They 
s h rin k  fro m  th is  because the y  have 
staked so m uch on th is  w a r, A m e r­
ican im p e ria lis m ’s f ir s t  b ig  ven ­
tu re  in to  “ counter-insurgency,”  
tha t is m odern co lon ia l w a rfa re .

Johnson hopes to  hang ,on “ as 
is”  at least u n t i l  a fte r the elec­
tions. Secre tary o f State Rusk 
has said th a t “ ou r com m itm ent 
[ in  South V ie tn a m ] is f la t  and 
f irm .”  A nd  Am bassador T ay lo r, 
before re tu rn in g  to  Saigon, de­
c la red: “ W e are on a g iven beam 
and w e are go ing to stay on th a t.”  

(Continued on Page 2)

By Clifton DeBerry
Socialist Workers P arty  Candidate 

jo r  President
P resident Johnson’s o rder fo r  

an F B I re p o rt on the  recent social 
exp losions in  H a rle m  and o ther 
b lack  ghettos is, in  m y  op in ion , a 
smear and an a ttack  on the Ne­
gro com m unities.

T h a t Johnson orders the F B I —  
a po lice agency —  to  m ake the 
probe, is an in s u lt im p ly in g  th a t 
the thousands o f Negroes invo lve d  
in  these disturbances were c r im ­
ina ls  o f some k in d  o r w ere the 
dupes o f some sort o f c r im in a l , 
elem ent.

The t ru th  beh ind the  o rder to 
the F B I is th a t Johnson, hav ing  
pretended to be a fr ie n d  o f the 
Negro and c iv i l r igh ts , now  wants 
to “ balance”  his im age in  o rder 
no t to a liena te  S ou thern w h ites  
and N o rth e rn  racists. Thus he 
seizes oppo rtun ities  to s tr ike  a 
b lo w  at the m il ita n t  Negro s trug ­
gle. In  his speeches, he has taken 
up the line  w h ich  G o ldw a te r so 
om inous ly  enunciated at San F ra n ­
cisco —  the th in ly -ve ile d  re fe r­
ences to  the m il ita n t  s trugg le  of 
Negroes for. e q u a lity  as “ disorders 
in  the streets”  w h ich  w o u ld  no t be 
to le rated.

Johnson pa rro ts  G o ldw a te r on 
th is  —  even, topp ing  h im  by  em­
phasiz ing i t  in  a th rea ten ing  tone 
o f voice and a g rim  look  on h is 
face when re fe rr in g  to the subject.

In c id e n ta lly , the p o lic in g  o f c ity  
streets is supposed to  be a local 
o r state a ffa ir .  Y e t these p o lit i­
cians —  Johnson and G o ldw a te r
—  w ho are so devoted to  “ states’ 
r ig h ts ”  th a t they  can’t  see th e ir  
w ay c lear to in te rven e  against 
lynch ings  and rac is t te r ro r  in  the 
South, both emphasize fede ra l re ­
sp o n s ib ility  and pow er to  act 
w hen the “ d isorders”  —  o f a m uch 
less b loody k in d  than  in  the South
—  occur in  the  b lack  ghettos o f 
the N orth .

As fa r  as I am concerned, i t  
makes l i t t le  d iffe rence  th a t John­
son’s o rder fo r  the F B I probe f o l ­
low ed a request b y  N A A C P  E x ­
ecu tive  D ire c to r Roy W ilk in s , who 
also know s better. W ilk in s  s im p ly  
p layed in to  the hands o f a l l those 
forces seeking to drag the red he r­
r in g  o f “ outside a g ita to r”  ove r the 
rea l p rob lem s faced by  w o rk ing - 
class Negroes.

Those w ho shout “ outside agi-

Goldwater

Johnson

ta to rs ”  a t the outbreaks in  the 
b lack ghettos are do ing w h a t M is ­
s iss ipp i’s white-suprem acists d o : 
w hen Negroes there  show  the y  are 
no t sa tis fied  w ith  segregation.

N e ith e r the u n d e rly in g  cause 
no r the im m ed ia te  spa rk  o f the  ex­
plosions in  H a rlem  and elsewhere 
are secret o r obscure. Johnson 
doesn’t  need an F B I re p o rt to f in d  
ou t i f  the re  is a “ p a tte rn .”  There 
is a pa tte rn , a ll r ig h t. I t  has a l­
ready been w e ll docum ented —  
and the explosions accu ra te ly  pre­
d ic ted —  by  some o f the c o u n try ’s 
best sociologists, and by some o f 
its  most w ide ly -read  w r ite rs  such 
as James B a ldw in .

The g u ilty  pa rties  are the s lum ­
lords, the cheating  businessmen —  
both la rge and sm a ll —  w ho sell 
shoddy goods at goug ing prices, 
the f in a n c ia l in te rests th a t g row  
r ic h  o f f  the m ise ry  o f the  ghetto, 
the h y p o c ritic a l lib e ra l po lit ic ia n s  
w ho m ake b ig  prom ises b u t do ab­
so lu te ly  no th in g  e ffec tive  to  e lim ­
ina te  the slums, the  ra ts  and 
roaches, the unem p loym ent am ong 
you th , the lo w  wages, the c o rru p ­
tion , the in fe r io r  schools, the po­
lice  b ru ta li ty  and the a ll-pervasive  
an ti-N egro p re jud ice .

The sparks w h ic h  set the exp lo ­
sions o ff, in  a lm ost eve ry  case, 
w ere  inc iden ts  in v o lv in g  the  po­
lice. In  H a rle m  i t  was the  k i l l in g  
o f a 15-year-old Negro boy b y  an 
o ff-d u ty  cop. In  Rochester, i t  was 
the alleged m is trea tm e n t o f a Ne­
gro m an arrested a t a p a rty . In  
P h ila de lph ia  i t  was the  alleged 
m is trea tm e n t o f a w om an by  a cop 
—  in  th is  case a Negro cop.

The press c la im s th a t some o f 
these inc iden ts  w ere  exaggerated 
o r fa ls ifie d  by  ru m o r. But* th a t is  
no t the po in t. Such rum ors  spread 
and are re a d ily  be lieved because 
inc idents o f actua l po lice  b ru ta li ty  
are com m on in  these areas, and 
are p a rt o f the personal expe r­
ience o f m ost o f the people w ho 
liv e  there.

T h a t is the rea l “ p a tte rn ”  in ­
vo lved . The F B I probe is o n ly  p a rt 
o f the same p a tte rn  o f repression, 
in s u lt and p re jud ice . I t  is precise­
ly  the k in d  o f m easure w h ic h  can 
o n ly  fu r th e r  e m b itte r and enrage 
ghetto  dw e lle rs . I t  is the system 
w h ich  Johnson and G o ld w a te r 
represent w h ich  is the rea l in s t i­
ga tor o f the  social exp losions in  
the b lack  ghettos.
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I The Election in Chile I

Strikes and lockouts reached 
the low est le v e l las t year since 
1945, accord ing to  rece n tly  re­
leased figu res. F o r the  f i r s t  tim e  
in  the  Post W o rld  W a r I I  pe riod , 
the nu m ber o f w o rke rs  in vo lve d  
in  such disputes in  the  na tion  d u r­
ing a yea r was be low  a m il lio n  —  
941,000. In  40 per cent o f the 
s trikes, wages w ere  the  m a in  issue 
in  d ispute, and th is  was the  la rg ­
est s ing le  cause o f stoppages. Sec­
ond la rges t —  one s ix th  o f the 
stoppages —  was w o rk in g  condi­
tions. O n ly  seven s trikes begun in  
1963 in vo lve d  10,000 o r m ore  w o rk ­
ers —  the low est nu m be r in  post­
w a r years.

* * *
United Auto W orkers staff man 

Horace Sheffield, denied the  news­
paper reports  th a t W a lte r R euthe r 
a t the  D em ocra tic  C onvention  in  
A t la n t ic  c ity  “ dressed [S h e ff ie ld ] 
and the  o the r Negroes dow n”  be-

Weekly Calendar

AD  RATES 
The ra te fo r advertising in this co l­

umn is 40 cents a line. Display ads are 
$2 a column inch. There is a ten^ per 
cen t discount fo r regular advertisers. 
A dvertis ing  must reach us by the M on­
day prio r to  the da te o f pub lication .

BOSTON
C LIFTO N DeBERRY, Socialist W orkers 

presidentia l nominee, and NOEL DAY, 
independent congressional candidate in 
the N inth D istrict, speak on The Road 
to  Negro Equality. Thursday, Sept. 24, 
8 p.m. Tremont St. M ethod ist Church, 
740 Tremont St. C on trib . 50 cents. 
Ausp. Youth fo r DeBerry and N .O .W . 
N O W .

*  *  *

Listen to  C lifto n  DeBerry on Friday 
night, Sept. 25, on the Jerry  W illiam s 
Radio Show, W M EX, 1510 on your A M  
d ia l.

C H IC A G O  
JO H N S O N 'S  W A R  O N  POVERTY —  

PROMISES VS. PERFORMANCE. Speak­
er, I. W arwak. Fri., Sept. 25, 8 p.m. 
Debs Hall, 302 S. Canal St. Ausp. Friday 
N ig h t Socialist Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES 

EDWARD S H AW , Vice-Presidential 
cand idate o f the Socialist W orkers Par­
ty , w ill speak on Unem ploym ent and Ra­
c ia l D iscrim ination. Fri., Sept. 25, 8:30 
p.m. 7102 East Fourth St. Ausp. M ilita n t 
Labor Forum.

•
M IN NEAPO LIS  

JO H N S O N 'S  W A R  IN  VIETNAM . 
Speaker, Doug Jenness, chairman M inne­
sota Youth fo r DeBerry, Shaw and 
Luoma. Fri., Sept. 25, 8:30 p.m. 704 
Hennepin, H all 240. Ausp. Friday N igh t 
Socialist Forum.

•
N EW  YORK

REPORT O N  CUBA by panel who
visited Cuba this summer: Joel Agee,
Anne Kramer, A . Krebs, Sharon Krebs,
and W illia m  Sumner. FRI., SEPT. 25, 8:30
p.m. 116 University PI. C on trib . $1.
Ausp. M IL ITA N T LABOR FORUM.

*  *  *

FRIDAY, O c t. 2 —  THE "TRIPLE REV­
O L U T IO N " A N D  THE U.S. E C O N O M Y . 
A  ta lk  by Dr. OTTO N A T H A N , econom­
ist, lecturer, e d ito r o f "E instein On 
Peace."

•
P HILADELPHIA 

THE 1964 ELECTIONS —  THE 
STAKES FOR A M E R IC A. Panalists: 
JAM ES A R O N SO N , ed ito r N ational 
G uard ian ; M . S. A R N O N I, ed ito r M in ­
o r ity  o f O ne; FRED HALSTEAD, asso­
c ia te  ed ito r The M ilita n t; PAUL BOU- 
TELLE, Freedom Now Party candidate 
from  Harlem . W ednesday, Sept. 23, 8 
p.m. H o te l Philadelphia, Broad Sc W ood  
Sts. C on trib . Ausp. Phila. Election Forum.

•
PUBLICATIONS 

U N IO N  A N D  LABOUR SPEAKERS1 
H A N D B O O K , by  E .Vowles, a Bala press 
publication . This comprehensive book is 
e  “ must" fo r union and po litica l speak­
ers, pa rticu la rly  those who are in terest­
ed in more pay, b e tte r conditions and 
■full employment. Send tw o dollars to  
Bala press, Bala, N. Wales, the United 
K ingdom ; fo r your copy, (bound copies 
$2.50).

cause o f th e ir  f ig h t  w ith in  the 
M ich iga n  D em ocra tic  de legation 
fo r  f u l l  seating o f the  M iss iss ipp i 
Freedom  Dem ocrats. In  a state­
m en t in  the  Sept. 15 M ichigan  
Chronicle S he ffie ld  said he d id  no t 
see R euthe r a t A t la n t ic  C ity .

R euthe r was there , however, 
and was reported  in  the  press to 
have m e t w ith  M a r t in  L u th e r  
K in g . A cco rd in g  to  Joseph L . 
Rauh, counsel fo r  the  M iss iss ipp i 
Dem ocrats, R eu the r “ re a lly  tu rne d  
the m uscle on”  to  get the  M ic h i­
gan delegation to  suppo rt the 
“ com prom ise”  proposed by  Sena­
to r  H u m p h re y  w h ic h  denied re ­
cogn ition  to the M iss iss ipp i F ree­
dom  Dem ocrats as delegates fro m  
M ississipp i.

*  *  *

Charles Cogen, new ly -e lec ted  
n a tio n a l p res ident o f the  A m e r­
ican Federa tion  o f Teachers is 
m ov ing  to  Chicago in  lin e  w ith  h is 
new  duties. Cogen has been p res i­
dent o f the  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  loca l 
o f the  un ion, w h ic h  succeeded in  
becom ing b a rga in ing  agent fo r  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity  p u b lic  school 
teachers in  1961. He defeated 
Charles O. S m ith , J r. fo r  the p res i­
de n tia l post a t the  u n io n ’s recent 
conven tion  in  G ary, Ind . In  h is 
cam paign, Cogen prom ised a w id e ­
spread o rgan iz ing  d rive , w h ile  
S m ith  em phasized conso lida ting  
positions a lready held.

*  *  *

The unification of two-graphic- 
arts unions, the  A m algam ated L i ­
thographers o f A m erica  and the 
Photo-Engravers U n ion , was cel­
ebrated th is  L a b o r Day. The s p ir it  
o f la b o r u n ity , how ever, was no t 
p resent in  the  T oron to  p r in t in g  
trades. There, the  photo-engrav­
ers are crossing the p icke t lines  o f 
the In te rn a tio n a l T ypog raph ica l 
U n ion  w h ic h  is in  the fo u rth  
m on th  o f a s tr ik e  against To­
ro n to ’s B ig  T hree  newspapers.

The typos’ s tr ike , l ik e  the h is­
to r ic  one in  N ew  Y o rk  tw o  years 
ago, invo lves au tom ation  and jo b  
secu rity . In  the  th ird  w eek o f the 
s tr ike , the  photo-engravers’ lead­
ersh ip  accepted a co n tra c t'co n ta in ­
in g  severa l clauses w h ic h  the typos 
have been s tr ik in g  against.

* * *
A n o th e r a tte m p t is be ing  made 

to  organize N ew  Y o rk  C ity ’s 30,000 
ta x i d rive rs . T h is  t im e  the  d r iv e  is 
le d  b y  the T a x i D riv e rs  O rgan iz­
in g  C om m ittee, w h ic h  is sponsored 
b y  the  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  C en tra l 
L a b o r Council, A F L -C IO . Jack 
Townsend, p res iden t o f Lo ca l 15 
o f the  B artenders U n ion , is serv­
in g  as cha irm an o f the  T a x i D r iv ­
ers O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee. The 
C ounc il c la im s 11,000 signatures 
have been obta ined so fa r  fro m  
ta x i d r ive rs  w ho w a n t to  jo in  the 
un ion.

Dozens o f a ttem pts have been 
made p re v io u s ly  to  organize N ew  
Y o rk  C ity ’s ta x i d rive rs . The  las t 
m a jo r e f fo r t  was made in  1960 by  
the In te rn a tio n a l B ro therhood  o f 
Teamsters. I t  was unsuccessful.

Slain Boy's Mother 
Sues City and Cop

N E W  Y O R K  —  M rs. A nn ie  
P ow e ll —  whose 15-year-old son, 
James, was shot tw ice  by  o ff-d u ty  
P o lice  L ie u te n a n t Thom as R. G il- 
lig a n  la s t J u ly  —  is su ing the  
c ity  and G ill ig a n  fo r  $200,000 fo r  
negligence. T h is  is the o n ly  lega l 
redress open to  h e r since a spe­
c ia lly  chosen g rand  ju r y  w h ite ­
washed the  k i l l in g  o f h e r son.

H e r a tto rney, Judge H u b e rt T. 
Delaney, the  d is tingu ished  Negro 
ju r is t ,  said: “ W e ju s t  don’t  un de r­
stand w h y  a m an w h o  is an ex­
perienced cop, w h o  has disarm ed 
adults, has to shoot tw ic e  to  d is­
a rm  a boy —  even i f  the  boy w ere  
approach ing w ith  a kn ife . A n d  I  
have a d u lt w h ite  w itnesses w ho 
say th a t the  boy had no k n ife .”

Lamont Carries 
Mail-Ban Fight 
To High Court

Corliss L am o n t

D r. Corliss Lam on t, hum an is t 
ph ilosopher and c iv il- lib e rta r ia n , 
has appealed his s u it against the 
Post O ffice  to  the  Suprem e C ourt. 
L a m on t and the Em ergency C iv il 
L ib e rtie s  C om m ittee, w h ic h  is sup­
p o rtin g  his case, are cha lleng ing  
the  c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f a la w  pe r­
m it t in g  the  Post O ffice  to  destroy 
m a il fro m  abroad, w h ic h  i t  a rb i­
t r a r i ly  designates “ C om m unist 
propaganda,”  unless the  addressee 
signs a statem ent saying th a t he 
w ishes to rece ive such “ C om m u­
n is t propaganda.”

L a m o n t sued the Post O ffic e  fo r  
w ith h o ld in g  a copy o f the  Peking 
Review  addressed to  h im . A f te r  he 
began the su it, the  Post O ffice  
sent h im  the  m agazine, a lthough  
he had no t f i l le d  the  fo rm  dec la r­
in g  he w anted to  rece ive th is  
“ C om m unist propaganda.”  A  
th re e -ju d g e  fede ra l cou rt ru le d  
2-1 th a t th is  action  b y  the Post 
O ffice  in va lid a te d  La m on t’s su it. 
T he d issen ting judge  po in ted  ou t 
th a t th is  was an obvious dodge to 
p re ven t suits cha lleng ing  the la w ’s 
c o n s titu tio n a lity .

.. Vietnam Crisis
(Continued from  Page 1)

The greatest danger is th a t these 
men, in  th e ir  anger and arrogance, 
m ay seek a desperate w a y  ou t o f 
a desperate s itua tion . Johnson has 
a lready experim ented w ith  d ire c t 
a ir  a ttacks on N o rth  V ie tnam . 
T here  are om inous reports  o f 
p lans to  “ extend the w a r”  also 
in to  Laos and Cambodia.

U.S. je ts  re p o rte d ly  rece ived 
orders to  a ttack  any Cam bodian 
a irc ra ft  w h ic h  in te r fe re  w ith  
South V ietnam ese m il i ta r y  opera­
tions a long the Cam bodian border. 
C am bodian forces rece n tly  re ­
pulsed South V ietnam ese v io la to rs  
o f th e ir  borders. W h ile  in  W ash­
ing ton , T a y lo r was asked about 
repo rted  p lans to  bom b so-called 
V ie tcong  “ sanctuaries”  in  southern 
Laos and in  Cam bodia. He denied 
any specific  plans b u t ad m itted  
th a t “ pe rip h e ra l actions are a l­
w ays under study.”

Opponents o f the w a r in  V ie t­
nam  and o f the dangerous in c lin a ­
t io n  o f o u r ru le rs  to  “ ex tend ”  
th a t w a r, the re by  r is k in g  nuclear 
catastrophe, should express th e ir  
opposition by  v o tin g  against bo th  
w a r-m inded  m a jo r pa rties  in  the 
com ing e lection. They should vote 
fo r  the S ocia lis t W orkers  cand i­
dates w h o  un eq u ivo ca lly  ca ll fo r  
an end to the V ie tn am  w a r and 
w ith d ra w a l o f a l l U.S. troops and 
a id  fro m  South V ie tn a m ’s d ic ta ­
to rs  —  w hoever the y  m ay be fro m  
w eek to week.

Joseph W ilson, p res iden t o f the 
X e ro x  Corp. says businessmen
need g rea t “ courage and in te g r ity ”  
to  face “ the slow, remorseless
trends, lik e  socialism , w h ic h
th rea ten  the  base o f the  society
in  w h ic h  he live s :”

( W orld O utlook) —  I t  was re ­
po rted  in  W ash ing ton th a t w hen 
the  resu lts o f the  Sept. 4 e lection 
in  C h ile  w ere  announced, the  sighs 
o f re lie f  in  the  S tate D epa rtm en t 
and W h ite  House w ere  the  loudest 
since the  1948 e lection  in  I ta ly  
w hen i t  was th o u g h t th a t the Com ­
m un is t P a rty  the re  m ig h t w in  a 
m a jo r ity . ( A t  th a t t im e  P resident 
T ru m a n  was rum ored  to  be ready­
in g  the  arm ed forces; and the U.S. 
was sw ept b y  one o f the m ost in ­
tense w a r scares o f the w ho le  post­
w a r pe riod .)

The Johnson ad m in is tra tio n , 
v is u a liz in g  the  p o s s ib ility  o f the 
F R A P  (Frente Revolucionario de 
Accion Popular) w in n in g  a m a­
jo r i t y  in  C h ile , saw one m ore 
m a jo r cris is loom ing  on the in te r ­
n a tio n a l horizon. Even though the 
F R A P  was o n ly  a C h ilean vers ion 
o f the “ P opu la r F ro n t,”  its  v ic to ry  
cou ld  touch o f f  a re v o lu tio n a ry  
process th a t m ig h t end in  a s it­
ua tion  com parable to  the  one in  
Cuba.

T he o ff ic ia l re tu rn s , as an­
nounced b y  the  C h ilean M in is try  
o f In te r io r , w e re  as fo llow s :

E duardo F re i M on ta lva , cand i­
date o f the C h ris tia n  Dem ocrats, 
rece ived 1,404,809 votes.

S a lvador A lle n d e  Gossens, can­
d ida te  o f the  F R A P , rece ived 975,- 
210 votes. J u lio  D u ran , candidate 
o f the  Radicals, ended up w ith  
o n ly  128,350 votes.

These resu lts  reg is tered po pu la r 
re p ud ia tio n  o f the governm ent o f 
P res iden t Jorge A llessa nd ri and a 
s h ift  tow a rd  the le ft,  a lthough  a 
m ore m oderate one tha n  the  lead­
ers o f the F R A P  had hoped fo r. 
(FoUowers o f K h ru shch ev  w ere  
even unde r the illu s io n  th a t the 
e lection m ig h t dem onstra te the 
fe a s ib ility  o f a c tu a lly  ach iev ing , 
fo r  the f ir s t  t im e  in  h is to ry , a so-

(Contlnued from  Page 1)
in g  p roduc tion  standards, a game 
a t w h ic h  th e y  have become h ig h ­
ly  p ro fic ie n t th rou gh  tim e-s tudy 
m ethods perfected over the  years. 
T h is  is a b itte r, b it te r  p i l l  fo r  the 
C h rys le r w o rke rs  to  sw a llow .

O n the th ird  count, the  freeze 
(ostens ib ly  fo r  one ye a r) o f the 
annua l-im provem en t-fac to r wage 
increase —  in  o rd e r to “ d iv e r t”  
th is  m oney to w a rd  fin a n c in g  in ­
creases in  the pension, supplemen- 
ta ry-unem p loym en t-bene fit and in ­
surance funds —  constitu tes, no t 
a wage freeze, b u t a wage loss.

E ffe c tive  Sept. 1, C h rys le r w o rk ­
ers w i l l  lose fro m  seven to  12 
cents an h o u r in  wages every 
ho u r the y  w o rk . N o r w i l l  the y  
even get a wage increase; o n ly  a 
bare h in t  o f one, as ind ica ted  by  
R euthe r’s Sept. 9 s ta tem ent o f “ a 
p o s s ib ility  th a t pa y  boosts w o u ld  
be g iven  C h rys le r w o rke rs  in  the 
f ir s t  yea r because the re  w ere  
‘ fra c tio n s ’ le f t  ove r fro m  the  costs 
o f bene fits  th a t are to  be pa id  fo r  
ou t o f w h a t w o u ld  have been f irs t-  
yea r raises” ! A  doub le wage freeze 
is w h a t the C h rys le r w o rke rs  are 
o ffe red  fo r  dubious fr in g e  bene­
fits .

The wage • sacrifices b y  the  
C h rys le r w o rke rs  are supposedly 
made to  compensate fo r  R e u the r’s 
great “ v ic to ry ”  in  h is  pension set­
tlem ent.

A  Fraud

Close exa m in a tio n  reveals th is  
as a fra u d  on the auto w orkers . 
In v o lv e d  is a 50% increase in  pen­
sion bene fits  ($1.45 a m on th  fo r  
each yea r o f s e rv ic e ), f u l l  m ed ica l 
coverage, life -tim e  coverage fo r  
su rv ivo rs  o f re tirees a t ha lf-pay, 
and $2,400 over a tw o-year pe riod  
to  su rv ivo rs  o f w o rke rs  w h o  die.

The key  “ ga in ,”  how ever, is the 
proposal to  pa y  w orke rs , w ho  re ­
t ire  a t 60 w ith  30 years o f serv­
ice a t C h rys le r, 70% o f th e ir  base 
pay. T he  catch here is th a t i t  
w o n ’t  take  e ffec t u n t i l  Sept. 1, 
1965.

T here  are now  13,000 pensioners

c ia lis t o v e rtu rn  a long the  “ peace­
f u l ”  road.)

A llen de  cam paigned fo r  na tio n ­
a liza tio n  o f the  ho ld ings o f A m e r­
ican im p e ria lis t in te rests in  C h ile , 
fo r  “ socia lism ,”  and fo r  a ra d ica l 
ag ra rian  re fo rm . F re i advocated 
o n ly  th a t C h ile  should rece ive  a 
b igger share in  A m erican  e x p lo ita ­
t io n  o f the c o u n try ’s resources and 
th a t some m ild  socia l re fo rm s 
should be undertaken . He was es­
p e c ia lly  ca re fu l no t to  antagonize 
the  A m erican  in terests.

The m a in  fa c to r th a t de te rm ined  
the outcom e o f the e lection  was 
the  exclus ion o f a b ig  p a r t o f the 
e lectora te  fro m  the  b a llo t box be­
cause o f lite ra c y  requ irem en ts . J n  
ad d ition , landholders, cap ita lis ts  
and agents o f A m e rica n  im p e ria l­
ism  —  the  w ho le  cam p o f reac­
tion , in  fa c t —  ra llie d  beh ind  F re i 
as a “ lesser e v il”  in  o rd e r to  b lo ck  
a v ic to ry  b y  A llende .

Agrarian Problem

T he cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  v ic to ­
ry  in  B ra z il las t A p r i l  also acted 
as a depressing fa c to r in  C h ile  as 
i t  has th rou gh ou t L a t in  A m erica .

F re i and h is  w e ll-w ishe rs  in  the  
State D e pa rtm en t gained m ore 
tim e  fo r  cap ita lism  in  C h ile  b u t 
also rece ived notice th a t i t  is o n ly  
a b re a th in g  spe ll. The new  pres i­
den t is  faced w ith  prob lem s o f 
c ris is  p ro po rtions  in h e rite d  fro m  
A lessandri, These in c lud e  in ­
d u s tr ia l and a g r ic u ltu ra l stagna­
tion , massive unem p loym ent, b i t ­
te r  pove rty , il l ite ra c y , u t te r ly  in ­
adequate housing and a ll the as­
sociated ev ils  o f these scourges. 
The ag ra rian  p rob lem  is e loquent­
ly  ind ica ted  b y  the  fa c t th a t 2,800 
ho ld ings o f m ore tha n  1,000 
hectares each (one hectare =  2.47 
acres) cover 75 pe r cent o f the  
arab le land.

a t C hrys le r, and 6,000 w o rke rs  
aged 60 o r over. I t  can be sa fe ly  
assumed th a t o n ly  a sm a ll m in o r ity  
o f the  la tte r  are e lig ib le  unde r the 
30-year req u irem en t. U n de r these 
circum stances, the  loss o f m ore  
tha n  $1,200,000 a m o n th  in  wages 
to C h rys le r w o rke rs  (besides, 
the re  is no f la t  wage increase!) 
w i l l  m ore than  am p ly  cover these 
proposed re tire m e n t increases.

Generous Profits

The com pany the re fo re  stands 
to ga in  b y  the  transaction ; even 
m ore, its  generous p ro fits  and ex­
ecutives’ bonuses rem a in  u n ­
touched! F u rth e r, the  fr in g e  funds 
fro m  w h ich  the  bene fits  are taken 
rem a in  the  p r iv a te  p a trim o n y  o f 
the corpora tion , a secret fro m  the 
C h rys le r w o rke rs  and a source o f 
added in crem en t to  the com pany.

T he  p la in  fa c t is th a t R e u the r’s 
“ v ic to ry ”  ju s t  b a re ly  b rings the 
U A W  con tra c t in to  lin e  w ith  the 
1961 S tee lw orkers  agreem ent, n o t 
m ore so and m aybe s lig h t ly  less: 
one m ore h o lid ay , b u t no wage in ­
crease; s lig h tly  b e tte r pension set­
tlem ent, b u t less vaca tion  tim e ; 
about the  same m ed ica l bene fits . 
A n d  th a t’s about it !

T he  lesson fo r  au to w o rke rs  is 
th a t these “ gains,”  w h ic h  w ere  
ostensib ly  to “ create”  jobs, have 
p roven  a fa ilu re  to  s tee l-w orkers 
in  th is  respect. Few , i f  any, w o rk ­
ers have been added to  the w o rk  
fo rce  in  the  steel in d u s try . The 
opposite has occurred: vacancies 
are n b t f i l le d  w ith  new  w orke rs , 
and the d riv e  to  increase produc­
t io n  continues to  ga in  m om entum , 
p a r t ly  b y  add ing a fe w  w orke rs , 
as “ pushers,”  to  the  in cen tive  
plans.

I t  is d o u b tfu l th a t the  s trikes  
a t the G enera l M oto rs  O hio  and 
St. Lo u is  p lan ts  w i l l  e ffe c t any 
changes in  the  p a tte rn  set b y  the  
C h rys le r settlem ent. T he  F o rd  and 
G M  w orke rs , faced w ith  s im ila r  
resu lts  Sept. 15 and 16, are now  
“ hedged in ”  b y  R eu the r’s deal a t 
the  expense o f the  C h ry s le r w o rk ­
ers.

. . .  UAW's Chrysler Contract
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Duopoly on Racism
L ibera ls  and most c iv il- r ig h ts  leaders are try in g  to depict 

the presidentia l campaign as a contest between G oldw ater and 
the an ti-N egro  forces on one side and Johnson and the c iv i l-  
r ig h ts  forces on the other. This is und ilu ted  hogwash. The Re­
publicans have s im p ly broken the fo rm e r Dem ocratic monopoly 
on the support o f ou t-and -ou t racists. This was w e ll symbolized 
Sept. 12 when ex-G overnor Ross B a rne tt of M ississippi endorsed 
the G o ldw a te r-M ille r ticke t.

W hat was once a monopoly has become a duopoly, to use the 
te rm  economists apply to  the sharing o f the fie ld  by tw o  g iant 
companies. B u t a glance at the lis t  o f th is coun try ’s w h ite -su - 
prem acist po litic ians shows th a t the Democrats re ta in  the lio n ’s 
share.

This was emphasized —  also on Sept. 12 —  when Governor 
O rva l Faubus of Arkansas, runn ing  fo r  a s ix th  term , endorsed 
the Johnson-Hum phrey ticke t. Both Johnson and H um phrey are 
scheduled to v is it Arkansas and w i l l  be greeted by th e ir guberna­
to r ia l runn ing  mate there.

Th is is the same Faubus, remember, who in  1957 used the 
na tiona l guard to  defy desegregation o f L it t le  Rock H igh  School; 
who inspired w h ite  gangs to beat Negroes; who forced Negro 
ch ild ren  to make th a t long, te rr ify in g  w a lk  back from  the school 
entrance through screaming, sp itting , racist mobs. Yes, th a t’s the 
endorser o f the Johnson-Hum phrey ticke t, the Faubus who be­
came the in te rna tion a lly  notorious sym bol o f —  and insp ira tion  
fo r  —  the resistance to  school in teg ra tion  w hich has plagued th is  
coun try  ever since.

W here are the cries o f outrage from  the libe ra ls  who em itted 
shocked breaths when G o ldw ater hesitated about repud ia ting  
the  endorsement o f the K u  K lu x  K lan? We aw a it th e ir  demands 
th a t Johnson and H um phrey repudiate the demagogic, rac ist ex­
trem is t —  O rva l Faubus.

The New York School Boycott
Some of the parents invo lved  in  the w h ite  boycott o f the 

New Y o rk  C ity  schools may not have fu l ly  realized it, bu t th is 
movement is an ti-N egro  in  th ru s t and in ten t. As ye t the e ffective­
ness o f the w h ite  boycott is an open question. School-attendance 
figures show i t  was less pow erfu l than the boycotts led by Negroes 
last year against segregated schooling.

One th ing  is clear, however. New Y o rk  C ity ’s Dem ocratic ad­
m in is tra tion  bears the responsib ility  fo r  the development o f th is  
w h ite  parents’ movement. In  the f ir s t  place, i t  was the adm in istra ­
tion  w hich perm itted  segregated schools and in fe r io r  education 
fo r  the m illions  o f Negro and Puerto Rican ch ild ren  o f New  Y o rk  
C ity . In  v io la tion  o f the constitu tiona l righ ts  of m in o rity  peoples, 
the c ity  adm in is tra tion  refused to  enforce equal and adequate 
education fo r  a ll ch ildren.

O n ly  a fte r i t  was subjected to the pressure o f the mass dem­
onstrations o f the Negro boycotts d id  the adm in is tra tion  agree 
to  do anyth ing  a t a ll —  and th a t on ly  the token concession o f 
busing a few  Negro ch ild ren  to w h ite  schools and a few  w h ite  
ch ild ren  to Negro schools. This was such a g rudg ing and in ­
adequate gesture th a t i t  made clear tha t the sympathies o f the 
po litic ians and school-board o ffic ia ls  were not w ith  the Negroes, 
b u t w ith  those whites who oppose even token in tegra tion.

B y fa ilin g  to take a f irm  and resolute stand to  w ipe  out 
in fe r io r  schools and enforce equal education fo r a ll, b u t ra ther 
by supporting and m ain ta in ing  the present segregated system, 
the adm in istra tion  of New Y o rk  C ity  has aided, abetted and 
fomented the present reaction to the Negro struggle fo r  equal 
education embodied in  the w h ite  parents’ boycott.
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H um phrey

Democratic Party unity i t  was 
best not to offend the Southern 
Senators (whose support he just 
happened to be courting fo r the 
1956 convention).

Liberal, progressive and radical 
supporters of the Democratic Par­
ty  stress the difference between 
the Johnson-Humphrey ticket and 
the Goldwater-Miller ticket on 
c iv il liberties. Many go so fa r as 
to assert that a Goldwater victory 
would mean the beginning of 
fascism in  this country. There is 
not space here to explain what 
fascism actually is and why reac­
tionary Goldwater is not a fascist, 
despite the fact that he is sup­
ported by most of the ultra-right. 
But we can look at the record and 
see what kind of a bulwark of 
c iv il liberties Humphrey was dur­
ing the McCarthy era.

Humphrey’s strategy at the 
height of McCarthyism was to out­
flank the witch-hunters from  the 
right. His legislative contribution 
took the form of two amendments. 
He offered an amendment to the 
Communist Control Act which 
would have specifically outlawed 
the Communist Party, that is, 
made i t  a crime to be a member 
of that party, which the act did 
not specifically do.

Humphrey’s amendment to the 
McCarran Act was accepted and 
passed. I t  provided that concen­
tration camps be set up in the U.S. 
(and they have been set up) to be 
available in  case of need. I t  au­
thorized the Attorney General to 
apprehend and detain indefinitely 
and w ithout tria l, “ persons as to 
whom there is reasonable grounds 
to believe probably w ill conspire 
w ith  others to engage in  acts of 
espionage or sabotage,”  whenever 
an emergency is declared by the 
President.

H u m p h re y ’s se ll-ou t on th is  oc­
casion was so b la ta n t th a t even 
fe llo w -lib e ra l D o ro th y  S ch iff, pu b ­
lis h e r o f the  New York Post, cou ld 
no t stomach it .  T h is  is w h a t she 
said about “ H u s tlin g  H u m p h re y ”  
in  he r co lum n o f M arch  27, 1955:

“ Last A ug ust I  was h o r r if ie d  to  
le a rn  th a t ou r fr ie n d  the ‘ lib e ra l 
demagogue’ whose te rm  was about 
to  exp ire , had seized uporj the 
passions aroused b y  M cC a rth y ism  
and appeared to  be a tte m p tin g  to  
tu rn  them  to  h is ow n p o lit ic a l ad­
vantage. T h is  fo rm e r ly  a rden t 
c iv il- lib e r ta r ia n  had in troduced  an 
am endm ent to  the  C om m unist 
C o n tro l A c t w h ic h  seemed to  ou t­
do M cC a rth y  a t h is w o rs t.”

“ W hen he was re-elected to  the 
Senate las t fa ll,  I  tho ugh t he 
w o u ld  no longer fee l i t  was nec­
essary to ou t-M cC arthy  M cC arthy . 
H o w  w ro n g  I  was! A t  the beg in­
n in g  o f the new  session ,the dem a­
gogic tw in s , H u m p h re y  and Morse, 
led in  the  decision n o t to  f ig h t  fo r  
a n ti- filib u s te r leg is la tion . A n d  las t 
week H u b e rt pu lle d  ano the r fas t 
one. H e tr ie d  to  b u tte r up  lib e ra l­
ism ’s arch enemy, W ill ia m  R an­
do lph  Hearst, J r . ”

M iss S c h iff ’s la s t com m ent re ­
fe rs  to  H u m p h re y ’s a ttem p t to  get 
H ears t’s sup po rt fo r  h is vice-presi­
d e n tia l asp ira tions b y  p u ttin g  
H ears t’s a rtic les  on the S ov ie t 
U n ion  in to  the  Congressional Rec­
ord, c a llin g  them  “ e x tra o rd in a ry ”  
and “ va luab le ,”  and th e ir  au thor, 
“ the d is tingu ished  A m erican  E d i­
to r .”

“ B u t H u m ph re y  is a m an o f 
peace,”  declare h is supporte rs in  
an e f fo r t  to f in d  som eth ing good 
about h im . The fo llo w in g  state­
m en t o f his, made since th is  cam ­
pa ign started , shows th a t he d i f ­
fers l i t t le  fro m  o th e r ca p ita lis t 
p o litic ia n s  on the  question o f w a r.

“ F ree governm ent cannot stand 
unless i t  is  p repared to  de feat ag­
gression fro m  w ith o u t o r w ith in .  
L ib e ra lis m  becomes a m ockery  
w hen i t  is  spineless and cow ard ly . 
No slogans, no long -range  po lic ies 
o ffe r in g  econom ic and social p ro ­
gress can defeat the  th re a t o f im * 
m edia te naked fo rce  . . . O n ly  
fo rce  its e lf  and the  w illingn ess  to  
use i t  s w ift ly ,  p o w e rfu lly  and 
courageously —  can m a in ta in  a 
governm ent in  pow e r w hen sub­
vers ion  and te rro risn ji are used 
against i t . ”

Humphrey Hits 
School Busing

On Sept. 14, the day w hite  
parents’ groups opposed to 
anti-segregation measures in  
New  Y ork C ity schools began 
a school boycott under the mis­
leading slogan of “no busing,”  
Senator Hubert Hum phrey was 
asked for comment. He de­
clared:

“So that the record w ill be 
straight, the C iv il Rights Act 
of 1964 does not ask for busing 
of students; in  fact to the con­
trary . There is a proviso in  the 
act saying that the act shall 
not be applied fo r the purpose 
of busing students from  one 
district to another . . . M y  own 
personal view  is that we should 
improve the quality of our 
neighborhoods. I  personally do 
not feel that we ought to be 
giving students long-distance 
rides at the expense of fam ­
ilies and students.”

This statement was on a par 
w ith  those made recently by  
New  Y ork Senatorial ca n d i-, 
dates Kenneth Keating and 
Robert F . Kennedy, who were  
scored by the N A A C P  on Sept. 
11 fo r “repeating the distor­
tions embodied in the slogans 
and cliches” of “N orthem -style  
segregationists.” Actually, the 
longest distance any student 
w ill be bused under the New  
Y ork C ity desegregation meas­
ures now under attack by the 
w hite boycotters is a m ile and 
a quarter, that is, a ten-m inute  
ride.
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By David Herman
L ib e ra ls  (and rad ica ls  o f the so­

c ia l-dem ocra tic  and C om m unist 
P a r ly  v a r ie ty  w ho  support ca p ita l­
is t candidates) are tru m p e tin g  
th e ir  jo y  over the no m in a tion  o f 
H u b e rt H u m p h re y  as vice-presi­
de n tia l candidate o f the Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty . T hey  argue th a t 
H u m p h re y ’s lib e ra lis m  makes up 
fo r  Johnson’s conservatism  and 
th a t the selection of H u m p h re y  as 
h is  ru n n in g  m ate shows “ how  l ib ­
e ra l Johnson has become.”

T hey  have made H u m ph re y  the 
t ic k e t’s b ig  se lling  po in t, especial­
ly  to  la bo r and Negroes. B u t ex­
am ina tion  o f h is record shows th a t 
H u m ph re y  is one o f the shabbiest 
lib e ra ls  —  even in  a t im e  w hen 
o ff ic ia l lib e ra lis m  has degenerat­
ed so th a t its  m a in  in g re d ie n t is 
hypocrisy . H u m p h re y  has made a 
p o lit ic a l career o f espousing l ib ­
e ra l positions favo red  by  labo r, 
Negroes and fa rm ers  o n ly  in  o rder 
to  sell ou t these positions w hen 
he cou ld  advantage h im s e lf there­
by. L e t ’s look  a t h is  record.

H u m p h re y ’s na tio n a l rep u ta tio n  
stems m a in ly  fro m  h is  lead ing 
ro le  in  the Senate’s m ock ba ttles 
over c iv i l  r ig h ts . B u t he has con­
s is ten tly  used his prestige w ith  
p ro -c iv il-r ig h ts  forces to get them  
to  s low  dow n th e ir  f ig h t.

Thus H u m p h re y  p layed the lead­
in g  ro le  in  a rra ng ing  the  “ com ­
prom ise”  ove r the  seating o f the 
M iss iss ipp i Freedom  D em ocratic  
P a rty  delegates a t the  recent D em ­
ocra tic  convention . The delega­
tions o f n ine  states had pledged 
to  c a rry  the  f ig h t  to  seat the Free­
dom  delegates to  the  conven tion  
f lo o r. B u t a f lo o r  f ig h t  w o u ld  
have em barrased Johnson. So vice- 
presidentia l-nom inee-to-be H u m p h ­
re y  was g iven the assignm ent o f 
keep ing the  issue fro m  thé flo o r. 
H e accom plished h is  m ission. In  
the  course o f the  job , u n w il lin g  
delegates got the  w o rd  th a t th e ir  
pa tronage jobs and fede ra l con­
trac ts  fo r  th e ir  states w ere a t stake 
i f  the y  rem a ined stubborn .

H u m p h re y  has a lo ng  record o f 
sell-outs. Consider h is  se ll-ou t o f 
the  f ig h t  against Senate R u le  22 
in  1955 w hen he f ir s t  had the vice- 
p re s id en tia l itch . R u le  22, w h ich  
p e rm its  f ilib u s te r in g , can be 
changed b y  a s im p le  m a jo r ity  vote 
in  the  Senate w hen each new  Con­
gress opens —  w hen the ru les  are 
adopted b y  th e  body. In  eve ry  
e lection cam paign a ll the N o rth e rn  
libe ra ls , in c lu d in g  H u m phrey , 
p rom ised to  f ig h t  against R u le  22 
on open ing day. T ra d it io n a lly  the 
Senate lib e ra ls  p u t on a t least a 
m ock f ig h t  each tim e. B u t in  1955 
the prom ised a ttem p t was no t 
even made. H u m phrey , leader of 
the  Senate’s c iv il- r ig h ts  bloc, had 
decided th a t in  the  in te rests o f

HUBERT THE HUSTLER

A Glance at Humphrey’s Real Record
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[W e publish below excerpts 
from  a transcription of a sympo­
sium sponsored by the New Y ork  
M ilita n t Labor Forum  Sept. 4 on 
“W hich Road to Social Progress 
in  the ’64 Elections?”

The participants were David  
McReynolds, secretary of the W ar  
Resisters League and 1958 Social­
ist Party congressional candidate; 
Russ Nixon, general manager of 
The N a tion a l G ua rd ian ; H arry  
Purvis, m averick Republican and 
N A M  member and 1960 indepen­
dent peace candidate for Congress; 
and Edward Shaw, vice-presiden­
tia l nominee of the Socialist 
W orkers Party.]

David McReynolds: . . .  I  an\ 
vo tin g  fo r  Johnson in  Novem ber, 
I  am  u rg in g  a ll rad ica ls  to  vote 
and w o rk  fo r  the e lection o f John­
son in  Novem ber, and I  am as 
surp rised to f in d  m yse lf in  th is  
position  perhaps as some o f those 
w ho  have kno w n  me in  the past.

N o w  1 am fa r  fro m  being a cap­
t iv e  o f the lesser e v il ism  theory  
and as was a lready po in ted out, 
I  was a candidate fo r  Congress in  
1958 fo r  . th e  S oc ia lis t P a rty  
against the L ibe ra l-D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  candidate in  the 19th d is ­
tr ic t .  In  1960, fa r  fro m  be ing an 
au tom atic  ta i l  be ing wagged by 
the D em ocra tic  dog, I  backed Con­
gressman L ind say  in  the  17th Con­
gressional d is tr ic t against w h a t I  
considered a phoney lib e ra l on 
the grounds th a t i f  w e had to have 
someone in  Congress w h o  w asn’t 
a. S oc ia lis t th a t I  w o u ld  p re fe r to 
have an honest m an to  a dishonest 
lib e ra l, as I  tho ugh t the m an 
was. . . .

The forces th a t G o ld w a te r rep­
resents open ly are the K u  K lu x  
K la n , the  John B irc h  Society, the 
A m erican  m il ita ry ,  the  d iffused  
rac ism  in  th is  na tion  —  these 
are the  forces fo r  w h ic h  he does 
no w  speak. . . .

Johnson, again, w h a teve r his 
personal past, h is fin a n c ia l co r­
ru p tio n , h is shady dealings, his 
past as a Southern D em ocrat as 
one o f the  ou ts tand ing  conserv­
a tive  forces in  the Senate a t the 
present tim e, is the p o lit ic a l sym ­
bo l, the  p o lit ic a l spokesman fo r  
the  trade  un ion  m ovem ent, fo r  the  
g reat mass o f A m erican  Negroes 
and fo r  w h a t we have of A m e r i­
can lib e ra lism , bad as th a t m ay 
be, in e ffe c tu a l as th a t m ay be. . . .

I ’m  no t here to n ig h t to m ake 
a speech in  fa v o r o f H u b e rt H u m ­
p h re y  o r o f Johnson, th e ir  record 
and th e ir  background. I ’m  ta lk in g  
about how  they are v iew ed by 
the  A m erican  pu b lic  and to the 
A m e rica n  p u b lic  H u m ph re y  is a 
sym bo l o f the A D A  and w h a t the 
A m erican  p u b lic  v iew s as the  le ft  
w ing . Johnson by n o m in a ting  h im  
made i t  c le a rly  a le ft- r ig h t con­
test in  the eyes o f the  ove rw h e lm ­
in g  m a jo r ity  o f the A m erican  peo­
ple. . . .

“A  Referendum”
I  kno w  th a t we have now  in  

th is  yea r a re fe rendum  on p o li­
tics the  likes  o f w h ic h  we have 
no t had in  the life tim e s  o f most 
o f you present in  th is  h a ll. . . .

There  is on ly  one w a y  to  take 
an e ffec tive  p a rt in  th is  re fe re n ­
du m  and th a t is by  defeating 
G o ld w a te r b y  vo tin g  fo r  Johnson. 
In  v o tin g  fo r  Johnson I  repeat I  
do no t consider m yse lf v o tin g  fo r  
the D em ocratic  a d m in is tra tio n  or 
fo r  the D em ocra tic  record no r do 
I  fee l bound o r silenced fro m  a t­
ta ck in g  th a t a d m in is tra tion . I  am 
v o tin g  fo r  Johnson in  o rder to 
vote against the th ings  th a t G o ld ­
w a te r represents in  th is  coun­
t r y -----

W h y  am I  s u ff ic ie n tly  con­
cerned to abandon m y  tra d itio n a l 
position  o f no t vo tin g  fo r  o r sup­
p o rtin g  a m a jo r p a r ty  candidate 
fo r  the Presidency, w h y  am I  
com ing ou t and suppo rting  the 
e lection  o f P resident Johnson? Be­
cause Johnson’s e lection m ust be 
by  a decisive m arg in . I f  Johnson 
w in s  b y  f i f ty - f iv e  to  fo r ty - fiv e , we 
have a l l lost. The brakes w i l l  have 
been p u t on fu r th e r  demands fo r

federa l in te rv e n tio n  in  the c iv i l 
r ig h ts  m ovem ent in  the South. . . .

I f  G o ldw a te r, hav ing  said a ll 
tha t he has said, representing  a ll 
th a t he represents and, I  repeat, 
in  open a lliance  w ith  the  K u  K lu x  
K la n  and the  John B irc h  Society, 
i f  in  the face o f these th ings he 
can get fo r ty - fiv e  per cent of the 
vote, Johnson then, the adm in is­
tra tio n , the forces in  th a t adm in ­
is tra tio n  w o u ld  be to ta lly  para­
lyzed fo r  the  com ing fo u r  years

David McReynolds

bu t no t o n ly  w i l l  they be para­
lyzed, w e sha ll also be para­
lyzed. . . .

The top ic  fo r  the evening was 
“ W ha t Road to Social Progress?”  
Y ou know , fr ien ds  and comrades, 
I  am no t sure tyiat in  th is  election 
there  is a road to  social progress. 
I  th in k  the question m ig h t have 
been p u t be tte r i f  w e  had said, 
can we b u ild  a roadb lock  to fas­
cism  in  the  ’64 election? I  th in k  
in  some respects w e w i l l  be lu c k y  
i f  w e come ou t even in  th is  elec­
tion . . . .

N ow , the second p o in t I  w o u ld  
m ake is th a t I  don’t  w a n t m ere ly  
to  m ake i t  a re fe rendum  against 
G o ldw a te r. I  also, even as I  f in d  
m yse lf com m itted  to  vo tin g  fo r  
Johnson, I  w a n t to m ake i t  a re f­
erendum  fo r  my  issues. . . .

N ow , the last p o in t th a t I  w ou ld  
m ake in  the tim e  th a t I  have got 
w o u ld  be to  rem ind  each o f us 
o f the awesome re a lity  o f the n u ­
clear bom b. . . .

W e’re l iv in g  in  an age o f the 
nuc lear bom b. W e have a govern­
m en t w h ich , despite w h a t I  con­
s ider a c r im in a l w a r in  V ie tnam  
and c r im in a l action in  te rm s of 
the bom bing o f N o rth  V ietnam ese 
bases, w e have a governm ent 
w h ich  nonetheless is no t eager to 
wage a w a r, w h ich  has entered 
in to  a detente w ith  the Soviet 
U n ion  fo r  its  ow n reasons b u t as 
m y fr ie n d , M ike  H a rrin g to n , used 
to say, w e are opposed to  im p e r­
ia lis t peace b u t we a lw ays p re fe r 
im p e r ia lis t peace to im p e ria lis t 
w a r, p a r tic u la r ly  w hen th a t w a r 
is fou gh t w ith  nuclear weap­
ons. . . .

Please be rem inded th a t those 
same forces o f nuc lear destruc­
tion , w h ich  now  m ake the rad ica l 
position  on peace and w a r the 
only, the u ltim a te ly  only  sound 
position, also req u ire  fro m  those 
o f us w ho  are rad ica ls  a new  k in d  
o f resp o n s ib ility  in  term s o f how  
we vote and how  we w o rk . There 
are in  th is  room  no t on ly  votes 
b u t the re  are po te n tia l w o rkers  
no t m e re ly  to  w o rk  fo r  Johnson’s 
e lection o r fo r  G o ld w a te r’s defeat 
b u t w o rkers  and votes in  th is  
room  to he lp  lay , create the c l i­
m ate fo r  a re fe rendum  on the is­
sues in  w h ich  we believe, a re fe r­
endum  w h ich  can on ly  be voted 
on by  vo tin g  yes fo r  Johnson, no 
on G o ld w a te r and b y  tu rn in g  tha t 
re fe rendum  by  our leafle ts , our 
speeches, ou r campaigns, our w o rk  
in to  the re fe rendum  th a t we w a n t 
i t  to  be.

(The following is from  M cRey­
nolds’ sum m ary);

L e t m e m ake one th in g  clear 
w h ic h  I  should have ind ica ted  in  
the beg inn ing  —  th a t I  am  no t

speaking fo r  the Socia lis t P a rty  
w h ic h  is n e ithe r o f f ic ia lly  no r u n ­
o f f ic ia lly  suppo rting  Johnson nor 
am I  speaking fo r  the  W ar Resis­
ters League. T here  are others in 
the Socia list P a rty  w ho are sup­
p o rtin g  Johnson b u t we do not 
have a m a jo r ity  on the  N a tiona l 
C om m ittee ...........

Russ m entioned the fe a r th a t 
we w o u ld  move in  a steady p ro ­
cess o f m od ifica tion  to v o tin g  re ­
lu c ta n t ly  fo r  Johnson instead of 
v o tin g  en thus ias tica lly  fo r  h im  to 
f in a lly  w o rk in g  fo r  h im  in  a c r i­
t ic a l w ay  and then we w ou ld  be 
w o rk in g  fo r  h im  in  an u n c r it ic a l 
w ay. In  Russ’ m in d  th a t m ay fo l­
low . I t  does no t fo llo w  in  m y 
m in d . . . .

I  don ’t  in te nd  to  stop pro test­
in g  on V ie tnam  between now  and 
Novem ber. N o t in  the least. A nd  
I  don ’t  in tend  to stop c a llin g  fo r  
the  end o f the d ra ft  and a num ber 
o f o th e r po in ts  th a t m ig h t em ­
barrass Johnson and m ig h t fa vo r 
G o ldw a te r, since he is appa ren tly  
fo r  ending the d ra ft.

N ow  the re  is a discussion on the 
end to  dem onstrations. . . . F igu re  
w h a t dem onstra tions w i l l  accom­
p lish . Y ou  can in teg ra te  res tau r­
ants, you cannot create jobs w ith  
dem onstrations. A n d  a t some p o in t 
w e have to  get i t  th rou gh  our 
m inds th a t dem onstra tions per se 
are no t necessarily ra d ica l though 
they m ay w e ll be m ilita n t.  They 
m ay be rea c tion a ry  in  re la tio n  to 
the needs o f ou r people. To create 
jobs is an economic and a p o lit i­
cal issue and i t  w i l l  no t be ac­
com plished s im p ly  by  dem onstra t­
ing. . . .

“A  Difference”
I  don’t  lik e  be ing  forced to  vote 

fo r  Johnson in  o rd e r to  vote 
against G o ld w a te r b u t i t  does 
m ake a d iffe rence  w h e the r we 
m ere ly  send in  C IA  agents to 
bom b th a t is land  o r w h e the r we 
send in  the arm ed forces and de­
s tro y  it .  I t  m ay no t m ake a d i f ­
ference to you, b u t by  God it  
makes a d iffe rence  to  the  Cubans.

N ow  f in a lly ,  N ovem ber sha ll de­
te rm in e  ve ry , v e ry  l i t t le  because 
i f  w e  w in  a ll th a t has been said, 
i t  is correct, w e lose. I  cannot d is­
agree: I f  w e w in , w e lose. B u t 
f in a lly  i t  is no t the e lection w h ich  
determ ines the road to progress. 
I f  w e w in  th a t pe rm its  Us to  con­
tinu e  the day b y  day strugg le  in  
the com m u n ity  and th a t is the 
road to  progress.

Russ Nixon: . . .  I  th in k  we 
have to begin the  debate, and I 
don ’t  ju s t mean the  one th is  even­
ing, b u t w e have to conduct the 
debate in  th is  case w ith  a good 
b it  o f consideration fo r  those 
am ongst us in  the progressive 
forces w ho have d iffe re n t po in ts 
o f v iew .

W e need to  recognize th a t there 
is a genu ine d ilem m a th a t con­
fro n ts  progressive people here, 
o n ly  p a r t ly  o f ou r m aking , p r i­
m a r i ly  imposed upon us by the 
circum stances o f 15 years o f cold 
w a r and M cC arthy ism , creating 
in  A m erica  an almost; un ique  s it­
ua tion  in  w h ich  the  people o f the 
co u n try  are deprived o f m eaning­
fu l a lte rna tives  such as anyone 
can f in d  i f  he is a c itizen o f 
G rea t B r ita in  o r F rance o r I ta ly  
o r Japan o r o f a lm ost any o ther 
cou n try  in  the w o rld . . . .

N ow , obviously , I  am going to 
spend v e ry  l i t t le  tim e  on M r. 
G o ld w a te r —  I ’m  no t going to 
vote fo r  h im . I  fee l ju s t as seriousr 
ly  as anyone about the  th rea t, and 
the general th re a t w h ich  is re p ­
resented by the extrem is ts  o f the 
u ltra -r ig h t, the fascist-orien ted ele­
m ents in  ou r coun rty , a m a jo r ity  
o f w h ich  are now  back ing  M r. 
G o ldw a te r, o n ly  some o f w h ich  
are now  back ing  M r. Johnson bu t 
the m a jo r ity  is backing M r. G o ld ­
w a te r. . . . C e rta in ly  the re  is, as 
w e have said in  the Guardian, a 
new  e lem ent in troduced  in to  the 
A m erican  s itua tion  by  the consol­
id a tio n  o f the coa litio n  of the ul- 
tra -r ig h t in  the  candidacy o f G o ld ­
w a te r and M il le r  and the capture

o f a p r in c ip a l apparatus o f the Re­
pub lican  P arty . T h is  is a new and 
serious th rea t.

I t  is no t the th rea t o f fascism 
in  the sense th a t G o ld w a te r is a 
fascist, a lthough m any o f h is sup­
porte rs are. B u t i t  is a dangerous 
step in  the d irec tio n  o f fascism 
and i t  should r in g  a lo ud  a la rm  
about the danger o f fascism  in  
th is  coun try . A n d  i t  should te ll 
us th a t i f  present trends continue 
and the present s h ift  to the r ig h t 
continues unb locked in  A m erica  
then the course tow a rd  the u l t i ­
m ate o f fascism is a ve ry  grave 
danger.

We in  the Guardian, and I  per­
sona lly , w o u ld  no t b e lit t le  in  any 
degree the enorm ous danger I 
th in k  has un fo lded  d u rin g  the 
long period o f cold w a r and fas­
cism. A n d  because I  am so deep­
ly  concerned abou t the danger o f 
fascism  in  A m erica  and because 
I  th in k  i t  is so desperate ly neces­
sary th a t a roadb lock be set up 
against fascism  and the th ings 
th a t b r in g  fascism , i t  is fo r  these 
reasons th a t I  m ust te ll you I  w i l l  
no t vote fo r  Lyn d o n  Johnson 
e ither.

I  appreciate  and understand you r 
applause. B u t I  w i l l  te ll you r ig h t 
a w a ^  th a t I  am no t a p u ris t. I f  
M r. Johnson were to announce 
th a t he’s decided to accept U 
T h a n t’s proposal to  end ’ the V ie t­
nam  w a r and th a t he’s decided to 
ask fo r  the repea l o f the M cCar- 
ra n  A ct, I  w o u ld  change m y  vote. 
D on ’t  be w o rr ie d  about it .

M y  d iffe rences w ith  m any of 
m y frie n d s  and, I  th in k , w ith  the. 
m a jo r ity  o f the readers o f the 
Guardian, is  ind ica ted  in  a w ay 
by  a phrase th a t Dave used. He 
spoke o f Lyn do n  Johnson and the 
D em ocra tic  a d m in is tra tio n  as a 
roadb lock to fascism. I  consider 
the p o licy  o f the cold w ar, the 
vast extension o f the cold w a r, t h i  
con tinu a tio n  o f a ll the acts of 
dem ocra tic  repressions, the exten­
sive b r in km a n sh ip  o f the adm in is ­
tra t io n  and the accelerated po licy  
o f cou n te r-re vo lu tion  th roughou t 
the w o r ld  —  I  consider th is  the

Russ Nixon

road, and no t a roadb lock, to 
fascism. . . .

I  f in d  d i f f ic u lty  in  d iscovering  
how a vote fo r  M r. Johnson can 
be a re ferendum . Perhaps I  w i l l  
learn  how i t  can be a re fe rendum  
in  the n e x t 60 days. I  w o u ld  lik e  
to engage in  a re fe rendum  fo r  
the  issues in  w h ich  I  be lieve —  
I  agree w ith  Dave about th a t —  
i t ’s a desirab le  th ing . B u t I  m ust 
te ll you fra n k ly  —  g iven a ll m y  
fee lings about M r. G o ld w a te r and 
a ll the th ings  he represents —  
I  don’t, kno w  how  to cast a vote 
fo r  M r. Johnson w ith o u t casting 
a vote fo r  the w a r in  V ie tnam  and 
the  death o f a thousand people 
a w eek o r so w ho die  in  tha t 
w a r. . . .

I  have been in te rested to hear 
o ften  references to  the G erm an 
p a ra lle l in  a  v e ry  sup e rfic ia l 
w a y  —  to  teach me to vote fo r  
M r. Johnson. I  read the G erm an 
experience o f th is  period d if fe r ­
e n tly . H i t le r  d id  n o t come to

pow er ove rn igh t. He came to  pow ­
er over a pe riod  o f tim e  in  w h ich  
the opposition to h im  was d iv ided , 
p r im a r ily  because the Socia l D em ­
ocrats o f G erm any said, we w i l l  
n o t develop u n ity  against H itle r . 
B u t we w i l l  organize and u n ite  
w ith  the  cen ter in  a com m on 
an ti-C om m unis t bloc and an ti-H it- 
le r  p rogram . A nd  in  the years o f 
’30, ’31 and ’32 th is  p rov ided  the 
pa th  fo r  H i t le r ’s tr iu m p h . T h is  
is the lesson I  th in k  we need to  
lea rn  and app ly  v e ry  q u ic k ly .

I  am concerned about the state 
o f politics  in  the A m erican  le ft  
and the absolute necessity th a t we 
m ust g ive  a v ia b le  a lte rn a tiv e  to 
people. A n d  I  don ’t  kn o w  how  to 
do th is  at the same tim e  th a t I  
cam paign fo r  M r. Johnson. There 
are a v e ry  com plica ted series of 
approaches to  th is  prob lem . Some 
o f m y  frien ds  say, w e ll, they  are 
concerned th a t G o ld w a te r w i l l  
w in . T hey ’re no t go ing to do any­
th in g  fo r  Johnson th e y ’re ju s t go­
in g  to  ho ld  th e ir  nose and vote 
against G o ld w a te r by  v o tin g  fo r  
Johnson. T h a t’s one approach.

B u t a lready a new  ad d ition  is 
com ing in to  th is  p ic tu re . They 
now  say i t ’s no t enough to  beat 
G o ldw a te r. Y ou  have to have a 
la nd s lid e  fo r  Johnson. So you 
have to get the m a x im u m  am ount 
o f votes fo r  Johnson. There  w i l l  
be no l im it  to th is  o f course ex ­
cept to ta l u n q u a lifie d  support fo r  
the  candidate.

Then the re  begins to  develop a 
th ird  developm ent here. A n d  th a t 
is: be p rac tica l, be p o lit ic a l, be 
sensible, w e ’ve got to  beat G o ld ­
w a te r. L a y  o f f  the issues th a t are 
troublesom e. D on ’t  raise the em ­
barrassing questions. D on ’t  have 
any dem onstra tions fo r  tw o  or 
th ree  m onths on c iv i l r ig h ts . We 
don’t  w a n t to  em barrass our 
f r ie n d  Johnson.

In  A t la n t ic  C ity  la s t week, ac­
cept the a d m in is tra tio n ’s back-of- 
the-bus proposal fo r  the M iss iss ip­
p i de legation because we don ’t 
w a n t to  em barrass M r. Johnson 
o r h u r t  the  chances o f M r. H u m ­
p h re y  o f becom ing the nom inee 
fo r  v ice  president. The M iss iss ipp i 
de legation, o f course, voted 68 to 
no th in g  against ta k in g  th a t posi­
tion .

I  got a le tte r  fro m  a v e ry  fin e  
wom an active  in  W om en S trike  
F o r Peace —  a v e ry  im p o rta n t 
area —  saying, “ w e’re  u rg in g  ou r 
gals to  d ro p  a ll else to  get in to  
D em ocra tic  c lubs and steer ou r 
course fro m  there , and to  p u t a ll 
e ffo rts  in to  the  e lec tion .”

“Regressive Current”
T h is  is beg inn ing  to be the p r in ­

c ip le  regressive c u rre n t o f em pha­
sis fo llo w in g  fro m  the conception 
o f hav ing  to  go a ll o u t fo r  L B J  .. .

P re tty  soon i t  begins to  seem 
th a t Johnson re a lly  isn ’t  so bad, 
and H u m p h re y  isn ’t  so bad. 
T hey ’ve got some lib e ra l th ings 
th a t they say. A nd  we f in d  o u r­
selves caught in  the  tra p  o f po­
li t ic a l im m o b iliza tio n  on the  is­
sues . . .

I  th in k  o u r m a in  task is to  b u ild  
th a t a lte rn a tive . A n d  w c have to 
act th is  yea r so th a t w e do no th ­
in g  to  unde rm ine  th a t a lte rna tive . 
A n d  th a t means a certa in , m in i­
m um  re liance  on p rinc ip le s . A n d  
th a t does no t p e rm it me a t least 
to vote fo r  Johnson.

( In  the question period M r. 
Nixon said he did not intend to 
vote for president. He said he fe lt  
that the socialist opposition to the 
m ajor parties could not poll a 
large enough vote to make it  a 
significant protest. The following  
remarks are from  his summary).'

W e’re in  a s itua tion  w here  we 
had o n ly  tw o  votes against w h a t 
M orse ca lled the pre-dated decla­
ra tio n  o f w a r, o n ly  tw o  votes 
against 535 m em bers o f Congress. 
W e’re  in  a s itua tion  w here  the 
voice o f dissent is a lm ost to ta lly  
s tille d  in  the coun try . In  th is  s it­
ua tion  i t  is true , the re  is a serious 
danger o f fascism  in  the  c o u n try  
and danger o f w a r  . . .

Facts suggest that since this
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langer arises fro rt) cold w a r and 
WtcCarthyism i t  can on ly  be coun- 
ered by  som eth ing th a t is anti- 
:old w a r, an ti-M cC arthy ism , tha t 
t  cannot be countered by some- 
h in g  th a t is m o d e ra te ly ' M cCar- 
hy ite , m odera te ly  cold w a r . . .

The D em ocra tic  P a rty  boasts 
h a t i t  has increased the counter- 
•evo lu tionary  p rogram  and activ- 
ties o f th is  c o u n try  a ll over the 
vo rld . I t  boasts o f th is  fact. I t  
las taken eve ry  o p p o rtu n ity  to  re- 
n s titu te  a ll acts o f repression un- 
le r the repressive leg is la tion  
vhenever th e y ’ve been th ro w n  
>ut by  the courts. I t  has no t re- 
reated one b it  fro m  the im ple- 
nen ta tion  o f M cC arran ism , and 
M cCarthyism  . . -.

I  th in k  tha t the re  is a m in im u m  
tand th a t progressives have to 
t ic k  w ith  i f  th e y ’re go ing to car- 
■y ou t the h is to ric  ro le  th a t they  
lave in  th is  cou n try . A n d  I  can- 
lo t square th a t m in im u m  stand 
v ith  a ra tio n a liza tio n  o f support 
o r the p rogram  th a t M r. Johnson 
epresents.

H a rry  P u rv is : I  to ld  P r is c illa  
l in g  w h e n , she in v ite d  me to 
peak here th a t I  d id n ’t  kno w  
vhether she re a lly  w anted me be- 
■ause I  re a lly  hadn ’t  made up 
ny m ind . A n d  she said she 
hought th a t  w o u ld  be q u ite  in- 
e resting to have somebody th a t 
ladn ’t  made up th e ir  m ind . A nd  
’ve been lis te n in g  v e ry  c a re fu lly  
o Dave M cR eyno lds and Russ 
'Jixon to  see i f  th e y ’d he lp me to 
nake up  m y  m ind . A n d  I ’m  s t i l l  
h in k in g .

Peace Issue
I  share Russ N ix o n ’s c r it ic is m  

>f Dave on th is  question o f get- 
in g  a re fe rendum  on the w a r in 
/ ie tn am . T ha t to  me is one o f the 
jr im e  questions. I  don’t  see how 
ve’re go ing to vote in  a referen- 
iu m  on the  w a r in  V ie tn am  ex- 
:ept to  vote fo r  o u r candidate here 
on ight. The p la tfo rm  o f the So- 
:ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  is v e ry  good 
>n the V ie tn am  question.

T w o  years ago Dave M cRey- 
lo lds  came ou t and spoke fo r  a 
nem ber o f the N a tio n a l Associa- 
ion o f M an u fac tu re rs  and sup­
ported h im  fo r  Congress because 
le tho ugh t the peace issue trans-' 
:ended dom estic issues o f econom- 
cs. A n d  I  apprecia ted th a t ve ry  
nuch. A nd  m y Long  Is land  ne igh­
bor, N orm an Thom as —  he’s real- 
y  Dave M cR eyno ld ’s sen io r in  a 
vay —  spoke in  fa v o r of m y 
:andidacy, even though  I  w o u ld n ’ t 
:ome ou t fo r  M edicare. The peace 
ssue was the transcendent issue.

I  th in k  I ’d lik e  to spend m y 
im e , f i r s t  com p lim e n tin g  the  So- 
lia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  fo r  f i l in g  
,heir pe tition s  th is  w eek —  an 
im azing jo b  th a t we in  Voters fo r  
3eace tho ugh t abou t and d id n ’t 
lo  a n y th in g  about. C om plim ent- 
ng  them  fo r  tha t and com plim ent- 
ng  them  fo r  th e ir  p la n k  on V ie t- 
la m  b u t perhaps scold ing them  
:or no t com ing ou t fo r  a few  m ore 
:hings in  th e ir  p la tfo rm .

W here is any m en tion  o f the 
United Nations? W ha t do you 
>vant to do about the w o rld  com ­
m unity? A re  we going fo rw a rd  
in th is  w o r ld  anarchy? A re  we 
»oing to c ry  fo r  peace and against 
ihe weapons o f w a r and no t come 
Dut fo r  any "cons truc tive  sugges- 
;ion to e lim in a te  th is  in te rn a tio n a l 
anarchy and re liance  on an old- 
fashioned in te rn a tio n a l law . In te r ­
na tiona l la w  th a t represents the 
sld-fashioned idea o f ou tla w in g  
people and pun ish ing  th e ir  sisters 
and th e ir  cousins and th e ir  uncles 
jn d  aunts and pun ish ing  the c h il­
dren fo r  the crim es o f th e ir  pa r­
ents —  b lo w in g  up the babies in 
th e ir  bassinets along w ith  the ag­
gressors . . . You can’t  ju s t c r i­
tic ize  U.S. p o licy  tow a rd  V ie tnam  
w ith o u t a m ore  construc tive  sug­
gestion o f w h a t you th in k  should 
be done.

I  come back a d isappointed m an 
fro m  the D em ocra tic  conven tion  
las t week. O f course I  c lin g  to 
th a t s tra w  th a t H u b e rt H u m ph re y

was nom inated. I  w onder i f  Russ 
N ixo n  w o u ld  fee l d iffe re n t i f  H u ­
be rt H u m ph re y  were the head of 
the ticke t?  . . .

O f course I  was dow n in  A t ­
la n tic  C ity  and jo ine d  w ith  Dave 
M cReynolds in  th a t dem onstra tion  
outside C onvention H a ll about 
V ie tn am  and w hen Dave w ent 
home I  took one o f h is le fto v e r 
signs th a t said “ Free E lections fo r 
V ie tnam  —  1954 Geneva Conven­
tio n ,”  and on the o ther side I 
pa in ted the words, “ W ayne M orse 
fo r  V ice  P resident.”  I  w a lked  
around C onvention H a ll and I 
wang led ticke ts  fo r  the n e x t n ig h t 
to C onvention H a ll and a lthough 
I  was threatened a couple o f tim es 
w ith  ly n c h in g  —  one fe llo w  
flashed w h a t looked lik e  a Texas 
badge at me and to ld  me I ’d have 
to  get ou t q f the h a ll w ith  i t  and 
he grabbed fo r  i t  —  I managed 
to surv ive .

The rea l th in g  th a t impressed 
me was the favo ra b le  response 
bo th  to the message on the sign 
and to  the  idea M orse F o r V ice 
P resident. The people said, “ T h a t’s 
a great idea. H e ’s the sm artest 
m an in  the Senate.”  M any, m any 
com m ents o f th is  na tu re  . . .

N ow  I  can do no m ore than 
confess in  m y  conclusion, our 
cha irm an o f V oters fo r  Peace ou t 
on Long  Is lan d  . . .  a yea r ago 
tho ugh t th a t we should nom inate 
a sla te o f e lec to ra l candidates 
pledged to a person w ho  w asn’t 
com m itted  to the B ay o f Pigs 
type  o f th in g  and we suggested 
th a t w e ough t to  get an e lectora l 
college pledge o f L inu s  P au ling  
fo r  P resident, M a rt in  L u th e r  K in g  
fo r  V ice P resident. W e noised th is  
around  a l i t t le  b it, w e n t to  some 
state conventions, b u t w e d id n ’t 
seem to  be able to s t ir  up  any 
in te res t . . .

Then W ayne M orse began to 
speak ou t m ore and m ore against 
the  adm ission o f the m il i ta ry  m a­
chine th a t ove rth re w  Juan Bosch 
in  the D om in ican R epub lic , m i l i ­
ta ry  aid to the ove rth ro w  of Goul- 
a r t in  B ra z il and then he spoke 
ou t so s tro n g ly  against ex tend ing

H a rry  P u rv is

the w a r in  V ie tn am  and we tr ie d  
to ra l ly  support around W ayne 
Morse. W e w ere to ld  w h a t p o li­
t ic a l dream ers we w ere  and so 
fo rth . W e tho ugh t w e w ere  get­
t in g  rea l p ra c tica l w hen we 
changed to L in u s  P au ling  and 
W ayne M orse so we ended up 
w ith  a sign “ W ayne M orse fo r  
V ice  P res ident,”  and w e got 
licked  . . .

I  hope th a t o u r f in a l speaker, 
M r. Shaw, w i l l  speak ou t on not 
o n ly  w h a t he’s against in  present 
U.S. fo re ign  p o lic y  b u t w h a t he ’s 
fo r. W h a t k in d  o f a w o r ld  organ­
iza tion  does the S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  re a lly  want? W hen there  
are am endm ents up before the 
U n ite d  N ations th a t have been 
proposed in  the  U N  G enera l A s­
sem bly to change the vo tin g  pow ­
e r in  the S ecu rity  C ouncil, w h a t 
is the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
saying? H o w  should the U n ited  
N ations be revised so th a t w e can 
have a peacefu l i f  n o t a socia list

w o r ld  com m un ity?  I  w ou ld  ju s t 
lik e  to hear m ore o f tha t. A nd  
I  w o u ld  lik e , w h ile  I ’m on i t  —  
I  w o u ld  perhaps sw a llo w  m y p ro ­
pensities fo r  suppo rting  the N a­
t io n a l Association o f M a n u fa c tu r­
ers i f  I  could, hear a clear, posi­
t iv e  p la tfo rm  and some a ff irm a ­
tiv e  po lic ies fo r  a n e ig hbo rly  
w o r ld  com m unity .

(T he  fo llo w in g  is fro m  P u rv is ’ 
s u m m a ry .):

N ow  w h a t is the  rea l road to 
progress in  1964? I  th in k  th a t on 
e lection day we have to m ake our 
f in a l judgem en t w h e the r the re ’s 
a rea l danger th a t a m an m ig h t 
be elected w ho w o u ld  send the 
M arines in to  Cuba to  tu rn  on the 
w a te r a t G uantanam o or w a n t to 
de fo lia te  Southeast A s ia  w ith  nu- 
c lca r weapons. I f  the re  seems to 
be a rea l chance th a t he m ig h t be 
elected on e lection day then I  
th in k  we have to  consider care­
fu l ly  th a t w e can s tr ik e  tw ice  as 
heavy a b lo w  against those p r in ­
cip les th a t he stands fo r  by vo ting  
fo r  the o th e r m a jo r p a rty  cand i­
date than we can by  reg is te ring  
a pro test vote.

I f  on the o ther hand he looks 
the w a y  he does now , on the 
skids, i f  i t  looks as though he 
isn ’t  go ing to  get any rea l support 
then I  th in k  th a t i t ’s ve ry  w o rth ­
w h ile  to reg is te r a pro test vote 
against the -incum bent’s po lic ies 
o f the a ttack  on the bases [ in  
N o rth  V ie tn a m ]. I  hope, Dave, they 
w ere  o n ly  an a ttack  on bases and 
I  don’t  kno w  w h y  w e can’t  have 
facts as to  how  m any w ere  k il le d  
in  w h a t they  ca ll a m easured ra id  
on f iv e  places.

E dw ard  Shaw: I  see th a t i t  is 
no t incum bent upon me to n ig h t to 
g ive  m ost o f the reasons w h y  we 
should no t vote fo r  G o ldw a te r. 
A n d  ha v in g  lis tened to M r. N ix ­
on ’s presenta tion , I  th in k  we can 
see several reasons, at least, w h y  
w e shou ldn ’t  vote fo r  the Demo­
c ra tic  candidate . . .

W e should no t suppo rt G o ld ­
w a te r no t o n ly  fo r  a ll the reasons 
given, b u t also because he has the 
same basic in te rests and goals as 
does Johnson. I f  we don ’t  un de r­
stand tha t, th a t is  the  p o in t from  
w h ich  we can be led  astray . . .

The aim s o f bo th  the parties 
can be sum m ed up, perhaps, in  
one phrase —  we m ust have law  
and order. We have to have la w  
and o rder in  the streets o f H a r­
lem , in  the cotton fie lds  o f M is ­
sissippi, in  the in d u s tr ia l p lan ts 
o f D e tro it, in  the coal fie lds  of 
K en tu cky , and also in  the  cane 
fie lds  o f Cuba o r the copper m ines 
o f Ch ile , the ru b b e r p lan ta tions 
o r the rice  p lan ta tions  o f the F a r 
East „ .

L a w  and O rde r
L a w  and o rder in  M iss iss ipp i is 

the la w  and o rder o f the semi- 
feu da l gen try . L a w  and o rd e r in 
H a rlem  is the la w  and o rder o f 
the tenem ent land lords. L a w  and 
o rd e r in  K e n tu c k y  is the la w  and 
the o rder o f the  coal barons. In  
D e tro it  i t ’s the la w  and o rder of 
the m a n u fa c tu rin g  corporations. 
A n d  abroad, in  L a tin  A m erica, 
Europe, A fr ic a , Asia , the la w  and 
o rder they speak o f is the la w  and 
o rder o f th a t a lm ig h ty  th a t has 
its  f in g e r in  eve ry  o ther p ie  —  
the la w  and o rder o f finance  cap­
ita l o f the im p e ria lis t U n ited  
States.

The great and ove rw he lm ing  
u n ity  o f the tw o  m a jo r parties 
in  th is  e lection cam paign in  the 
service o f th a t m aster overcomes 
a ll sm a ll d iffe rences o f tactics o r 
pe rsona lity . The pow er o f th is  
m aster has a lready been shown 
over the pe rsona lity  o f Johnson. 
In  a few  sho rt weeks a fte r he as­
sumed the presidency last N ovem ­
ber he and the ru l in g  class o f th is  
c o u n try  accom plished a m irac le  
he re to fore  accom plished on ly  in  
the rea lm  o f f ic t io n  by  R obert 
L ou is  Stevenson in  The Strange 
Case o f D r. J e k y ll and M r. Hyde. 
A  Southern , rea c tion a ry  Dem ocrat 
was trans fo rm ed  over n ig h t in to

a N o rth e rn , lib e ra l fr ie n d  o f labo r 
and c iv i l  r ig h ts  . . .

These tw o  parties compete in  
the e lecto ra l fie ld . They compete 
fo r  the  r ig h t  to ru n  .the store fo r  
the ru l in g  class. T hey  compete 
fo r  the  r ig h t  to p u t in to  practice  
a p rogram  a lready c le a rly  mapped 
out. They needn’t  m ake any new 
program s on th is  score. D efeat 
the co lon ia l re v o lu tio n  is f i r s t  on 
the  agenda r ig h t  now . Save Asia. 
Keep i t  fro m  going fu r th e r  out

E d w a rd  S h aw

o f the cap ita lis t o rb it. A fr ic a  m ust 
be made safe.

A t  home the re ’s no t m uch 
tro u b le  r ig h t  now . B u t the p ro ­
gram  is, and has been, as we can 
see th rou gh  the past D em ocratic  
and R epublican adm in is tra tions, 
m ore and m ore repressive law s 
aim ed at the la bo r m ovem ent in  
th is  coun try . N o t a s ingle piece 
o f p ro -labor leg is la tion  since the 
’30s when i t  was gained in  the 
mass struggles ■ o f the w o rk in g  
class o f th is  c o u n try  in  b u ild in g  
the b ig  la b o r m ovem ent.

Keep the un ion  pow er down 
is p a rt o f the program . P reven t 
the rise  o f any independent fo r ­
m ation  and above a ll, r ig h t now, 
keep the Negro s trugg le  in  its  
place.

B u t there are s u p e rfic ia l d i f ­
ferences. G o ld w a te r has proposed 
even harsher measures both at 
hom e and abroad to  c a rry  ou t th is  
b i-pa rtisan program . He proposed 
a m easure and Johnson m oved in  
th a t d irec tio n . W e at f ir s t  were 
presented w ith , i t  seemed, a s lig h t 
d iffe re nce  in  approach over the 
w a r in  V ie tnam . The question was 
go ing to be asked o f us, Do you 
w a n t a c o n tin u a tio n 'o f th is  costly, 
inhum an sta lem ate in  the 'w a r in  
V ie tn am  or do you w a n t to extend 
it?  Send m ore troops, send m ore 
m oney and extend i t  to the N orth .

B efo re  we even had a chance to 
vo te  in  th a t re ferendum , Johnson 
rem oved the d iffe re nce  and a t­
tacked N o rth  V ie tnam . He re ­
m oved th a t p o in t from  the 
agenda . . .

The deve lopm ent in  A m erican  
po litics , ever since the cold w a r 
began r ig h t  a fte r  W o rld  W ar I I  
especia lly, has been to  g ive a id  
and encouragem ent to  the deve l­
opm ent o f a neo-Nazi and a neo- 
fascist m ovem ent in  th is  country , 
w h e the r i t  has been a D em ocratic  
reg im e o r a R epublican vregime. 
B oth  pa rties  have m oved in  the 
same d ire c tio n  —  to  the r ig h t ..  .

The lesser-evil po licy , regardless 
o f w h a t you ca ll it ,  in  the nam e o f 
social progress has resu lted  on ly  
in  social retrogression. T rum an  
was worse than FDR. E isenhow er 
was worse than T rum an . K e n ­
nedy was worse than  E isenhow er 
. ..J o h n s o n  was worse than K e n ­
nedy. A n d  now  Johnson, however, 
is b e tte r than G o ldw a te r.

M r. Johnson has appealed to 
the biggest sectors o f the A m e r i­
can ru lin g  class. They have ap­
p a re n tly  ra llie d  to h is support. 
T hey  fee l th a t he can best ca rry  
ou t the p rogram  w h ich  is in  th e ir  
in terests.

I  th in k  th a t i f  I  looked at i t

fro m  th e ir  p o in t o f v ie w , ana­
lyzed the s itua tion  ca re fu lly , 
looked a t w h a t Johnson has been 
able to do, I  too w o u ld  jo in  the 
Johnson camp. T h a t is, I  th in k  
I  w o u ld  i f  I  owned copper m ines 
in  C h ile  and o il w e lls  in  A r a ­
b ia  . . .

I  propose, m y  p a r ty  proposes, 
th a t a vo te  against the  w a r In  
V ie tn am  w i l l  w e igh  against it .  
B u t a vote fo r  i t  w i l l  not. A n d  
we do n o t see how  you can vote 
fo r  e ith e r one o f the  tw o  pa rties  
w ith o u t v o tin g  fo r  the  w a r. We 

'propose a vo te  fo r  socialism . W e 
propose a vote o f p ro test even 
thougfy i t  be no m ore s ig n if ic a n t 
than a pro test th a t a pa c ifis t 
w o u ld  m ake w a lk in g  independent­
ly  o f the great mass o f the people 
o r the la bo r m ovem ent on a p ic k ­
et line . I t ’s ju s t as im p o rta n t. A nd  
i t  w i l l  have a g reat deal m ore 
e ffec t than a vote fo r  e ith e r o f 
the o ther tw o  parties.

(T he  fo llo w in g  is fro m  Shaw’s 
sum m a ry .):

One o f the  m a in  reasons g iven  
fo r  support to Johnson bo ils  dow n 
to th is : th a t it. w i l l  g ive  us m ore 
tim e  to b u ild  an opposition to  the 
c u rre n t D em ocra tic  p rogram , p la t­
fo rm , and actions, as w e ll as th a t 
o f the  R epublican, and p re ven t 
an im m ed ia te  holocaust, a w o r ld  
w a r th a t w o u ld  destroy us a ll. 
A nd  i t ’s tru e  th a t by  sup po rting  
th is  —  w h e the r you ca ll i t  lesser 
e v il o r  re fe rendum  p o lit ic s  —  we 
cou ld perhaps s ta ll o f f  an u l t i ­
m ate cha llenge o f -the system  in  
w h ich  the  U n ited  States ru les the  
w o rld . W e cou ld p lacate the de­
m ands o f the A m erican  fin a n c ia l 
powers, b u t w e cou ld o n ly  do i t  
at the cost o f m ak in g  o u r pos ition  
m uch worse, and m ak in g  the  p o in t 
fro m  w here  w e have to  s ta rt to 
recover m uch fu r th e r  fro m  ou r 
goal. ; f.

F in a l Choice
W e could, i f  i t  w ere in  o u r p o w ­

er, g ive  them  Cuba, Congo, Asia. 
I f  i t  was in  ou r pow er, w e cou ld  
g ive them  lo w  wages a t ’ home, 
the Negroes could stop the  s trug ­
gle fo r  freedom . A n d  th is  w o u ld  
ga in  some tim e  w h ile  the A m e r ii 
can econom y sat back and digest­
ed its  ga in . B u t  i t  w o u ld n ’ t  p la ­
cate its  hunger n o r w o u ld  i t  he lp  
the  s itu a tio n  o r m ake o u r position  
any be tte r.

A s a re fe rendum  i t  w o u ld  ap­
pear th a t th is  is a question o f dem ­
ocracy vs. to ta lita r ia n is m , d ic ta to r­
ship. W ou ld  w e ra th e r liv e  in  a 
dem ocracy o r a d ic ta to rsh ip?  U n ­
fo rtu n a te ly , as long  as w e accept 
the  socia l system in  w h ic h  we 
liv e  th a t choice w i l l  n o t be ours 
to  m ake. T h a t choice w i l l  depend 
upon the needs o f the  sys tem . v

I t  was in  1932, in  M arch , th a t 
the socialists, the Social Democ­
racy  o f G erm any supported a re ­
ac tio na ry  J u n k e r general, Von 
H inde nb u rg , fo r  the  presidency 
o f the  re p u b lic  fo r  p rec ise ly  th a t 
reason. He was the rep resen ta tive  
o f the dem ocra tic  re p u b lic  against 
the  Nazi th re a t o f to ta lita r ia n is m  
and racism . H e w on, th e y  w on, 
th e y  w on the  re fe rendum . They 
saved the dem ocra tic  repub lle . 
T hey  then began to  suppo rt t tie  
d iffe re n t prem iers. One a fte r  an­
o ther, a m on th  apiece alm ost. 
They supported a B ruen tng  
against a Von Papen. Then Von 
Papen against V on Schle icher. 
Then V on S ch le icher against H i t ­
le r  and the y  w on. B u t th e ir  stop- 
w a r candidate, Von H indenburg , 
w h o  was to  save the  dem ocra tic  
rep ub lic , took over and appo inted 
H it le r  as chance llo r. A n d  th a t was 
the  beg inn ing  o f the end.

I f  anybody here th in k s  th a t 
Johnson in  a period  o f stress, i f  
w e faced a cris is  —  and w e don’t  
ye t as G erm any d id  a t th a t tim e  
—  w o u ld n ’t  ap po in t G o ld w a te r a6 
S ecre tary o f Defense is sad ly  m is ­
taken.

In  the nam e o f na tion a l u n ity , 
in  a pe riod  o f cris is, G o ld w a te r 
cou ld be appo inted S ecre tary o f 
Defense ju s t  as M cN am ara was . .•.

al Progress in the '64  Election?"
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MARXISM AND THE NEGRO STRUGGLE

Can White and Black Radicals Collaborate?
By George Breitman

M a rx is m  so fa r  has done m ore 
than  any o the r the o ry  to  shed 
l ig h t  on the  na tu re  o f the  Negro 
s trugg le  and the  d ire c tio n  in  
w h ic h  i t  is m oving . S ince M a rx , 
i t  has illu m in a te d  the economic 
roo ts o f racism , and the w o rk ing s  
o f the ca p ita lis t pow e r s truc tu re  
w h ic h  oppresses the Negro people 
and m ust be toppled i f  th e ir  op­
pression is to  end. S ince L e n in  
and T ro tsky , i t  has c la r if ie d  and 
shown the progressiveness o f the 
n a tio n a lis t and ra c ia l aspects o f 
the  Negro m ovem ent. A n d  in  ou r 
tim e  the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
is w o rk in g  ha rd  to understand and 
ex p la in  c u rre n t trends and to  com ­
b ine  them  in to  a re a lis tic  p ro ­
gram  fo r  em ancipation.

H a ro ld  Cruse ( in  Liberator, M ay 
and June) accuses us o f h a rb o r­
in g  a “ w h ite  la b o r m ystique ,”  
w h ic h  i t  was no t ha rd  fo r  us to 
d isprove because we a re  against 
m ystiques o f any k in d  o r co lor. 
In  the  same brea th  he creates a 
m ystique  o f h is ow n w hen he 
speaks o f the  “ un kno w n  qu a l­
it ie s ”  o f the  N egro m ovem ent, as 
though  they som ehow de fy  ra tio n ­
a l and sc ie n tific  analysis.

In  o u r 1963 conven tion  reso lu­
tio n , w h ic h  Cruse pe rs is ten tly  re ­
fuses to  con fro n t, w e have made 
an analysis o f the  v e ry  qua lities  
he ca lls u n kn o w n  (separatism , 
ass im ila tion ism , na tiona lism , self- 
de te rm in a tion , in d e p e n d e n c e ,  
e tc .). O u r analysis m ay no t be 
p e rfe c t o r com plete, b u t i t  has a l­
ready  proved f r u i t fu l .  F u r th e r  
progress can be made by  testing, 
deepening and ex te nd ing  th is  an­
alys is , n o t by  la b e lin g  the con­
d itio n s  i t  studies un kno w n  and 
im p ly in g  they are unknow ab le .

Historical Science

In  another place, Cruse says 
th a t “ i f  ‘h is to r ica l science’ o r 
‘ d ia lec tics ’ is to  be considered 
re a lly  s c ie n tific  i t  m ust be devel­
oped and v e r ifie d  in  l i fe  b y  the 
in c lu s io n  o f the socia l experiences, 
the  h is to ry , the  ideas and p o lit ­
ic a l ph ilosophies, the po in ts  o f 
v ie w  o f the  ba ckw a rd  peoples”  
(am ong w hom  he includes .the 
A m e rica n  N egroes). W e ll, th a t ’s 
w h a t w e ’ve been saying too, be­
fo re  Cruse d id . T h a t’s ju s t w h a t 
w e ’ve been t ry in g  to  do w hen we 
unde rtake  to A fro -A m erican ize  
M a rx ism . R obe rt V e rnon ’s w r i t ­

ings on the  b la ck  ghetto  in  The 
M ilita n t  are a s tr ik in g  exam ple o f 
the va lue  o f th is  approach.

B u t w hen w e do it ,  Cruse re ­
fuses to even com m ent on the  re ­
su lt. W e hope th a t o the r b lack  
rad ica ls , w ho  don ’t  have any an ti- 
M a rx is t  axes to  g rin d , w i l l  be­
come acqua inted w ith  our w o rk  in  
th is  f ie ld  and jo in  in  on it.

Theory
W h ile  we recom m end M a rx is m  

as the  best th e o ry  now  ava ilab le  
and defend i t  against C ruse’s type 
o f a ttack, w e kn o w  th a t no theory, 
no t even the best, is perfect. T h a t 
w o u ld  mean kn o w in g  eve ry th in g  
abou t a g iven s itua tion , w h ic h  is 
im possib le . N o  th e o ry  au tom atica l­
ly  prov ides a l l the answers; th a t 
takes w o rk . No one gains access 
to the  answers m ere ly  b y  adopt­
in g  a theo ry , o r b y  saying I  am 
a M a rx is t, o r a b la ck  na tion a lis t, 
o r any o th e r ist.

Even the  best th e o ry  in  the 
w o r ld  does n o t safeguard anyone 
o r any m ovem ent against m ak ing  
m istakes and lagg ing  beh ind 
changes in  re a lity . The question is 
w h e the r th e ir  th e o ry  enables 
them  to  avo id  fa ta l m istakes, 
w h e th e r i t  enables them  to  lea rn  
fro m  m istakes, co rrec t the m  and 
avo id  repea ting  them . In  th is  re ­
spect too, the  M a rx is t record  is 
supe rio r to  others.

Years o f iso la tio n  and a ttack 
b y  backsliders and refugees fro m  
M a rx is m  as w e ll as b y  cap ita lis t 
spokesmen, and the need to  stand 
f irm  against them , have u n fo r tu n ­
a te ly  tended to  create the  im pres­
sion th a t M a rx is ts  are r ig id  peo­
p le  w ho  th in k  the y  kn o w  i t  a ll: 
“ H ere  is a fin ish e d  science w ith  
a l l the  answers w o rked  out, s it 
dow n and s tudy i t . ”  B u t  th is  is 
no t the  case, and m atu re  M a rx is ts  
do no t th in k  i t  is.

W e don’t  have a ll the  answers. 
We th in k  we have the m ethod fo r  
f in d in g  them , and w e have no 
pa ten t on tha t. In  seeking the an­
swers and us ing the  m ethod to 
f in d  them , we u rg e n tly  need and 
w a n t the  active  co llab o ra tion  and 
a id  o f those w h o  have m ost to 
ga in  fro m  revo lu tio n , the  people 
w h o  are least p r iv ile g e d  and least 
co rrup ted  b y  th is  society —  the 
b lack  masses and the  rad ica l 
th in k e rs  w ho  m ost a u th e n tica lly  
represent them . W e th in k  Cruse’s 
a rtic le  does h a rm  because i t  tr ies  
t h r o u g h  m isrepresenta tion  o f 
M a rx is m  to  discourage th is  co l­
la bo ra tion .

“W hite” Theory?

A n o th e r im pression  w h ic h  w e 
hope to d ispe l is  th a t M a rx is m  is 
a “ w h ite ”  th e o ry  and ph ilosophy. 
W e kn o w  i t  isn ’t, b u t th a t’s how  
i t  looks today to  m an y  b lack  peo­
ple, especia lly  in  th is  cou n try , w ho  
are ju s t i f ia b ly  suspicious o f w h ite  
ideas and in fluences because the y  
are u su a lly  oppressive to  Negroes. 
Cruse tr ie s  to  fa n  th is  suspicion 
against M a rx is ts  in  o rd e r to  p re v ­
en t a fa ir  e xa m in a tion  o f ou r 
ideas.

I t  is tru e  th a t M a rx  was clas­
s ifie d  as a w h ite , and th a t the 
e a rly  deve lopm ent o f the M a rx is t 
m ovem ent occurred m a in ly  among 
w h ite  people in  the  advanced cap­
ita l is t  countries. B u t M a rx is m  is, 
and is m eant to  be, a too l and 
weapon fo r  the  revo lu tio n is ts  o f 
a l l races, and should n o t be re ­
jec ted  ou t o f hand any m ore than 
a gun should be re jec ted  b y  b lack  
rebels in  South A fr ic a  m e re ly  be­
cause i t  was m an u fac tu re d  by  
w h ite  w orke rs .

In  any case, th in gs  have changed 
since M a rx ’s tim e , and in  the 
w o r ld  today the millions of non­
whites who consider themselves 
M arxists and supporters of M a rx ­
ism outnumber their w hite co­
thinkers. As C lif to n  D e B erry  
asked, in  an a rtic le  w h ic h  L ibera­
to r  asked h im  to w r ite  b u t has no t 
p r in te d , “ i f  M a rx is m  is w h ite , 
w este rn  and obsolete as Cruse con­
tends, how  can he account fo r  
the  fa c t th a t fro m  C h ina to  Cuba,

w here  ca p ita lism  has been abol­
ished b y  mass re vo lu tio n , th is  
was done unde r the  banner of 
M arx ism ? H o w  does he e x p la in  
the fa c t th a t socia lism  is becom­
in g  the  m ost po pu la r mass creed 
in  a lm ost a l l the  countries  and 
con tinents w here  colored peoples 
are f ig h t in g  fo r  freedom ?”

Because Cruse considers the 
A m erican  Negro s trugg le  a sem i­
co lon ia l revo lt, D e B e rry  asked 
fu r th e r :  “ I f  M a rx is m  has been so 
h e lp fu l and correc t as a gu ide 
in  the f ig h t  against im p e ria lism  
and w h ite  suprem acy in  the  col­
on ia l w o rld , w h a t p reven ts th is  
m ethod fro m  be ing e q ua lly  use fu l 
in  the  Freedom  N o w  strugg le  here 
in  the  he a rtla nd  o f im p e ria lism  
and w h ite  suprem acy?”

Cruse says th a t “ the  rea l issue 
is: W ho is destined to  be the dom ­
in a n t and decisive rad ica l fo rce  in  
A m erica  —  B la ck  Radica ls o r 
W h ite  Radicals?”  W e don ’t  see 
th a t as the  re a l issue a t a ll. F a r 
m ore im p o rta n t is the  question o f 
how  b la ck  and w h ite  rad ica ls  can 
pool th e ir  forces to  p rom ote  th e ir  
com m on aim s against th e ir  com­
m on enemies.

Black Leadership

Cruse’s assum ption here is th a t 
M a rx is ts  are opposed to  b lack  
leadership, b u t i t  s im p ly  is n ’t  so. 
W e don’t  care w h a t the co lo r of 
the leadersh ip  o f the  com ing 
A m erican  re v o lu tio n  m ay be —  
o n ly  th a t i t  be a leadersh ip  w ith  
a correct p ro g ra m  and be capable 
o f g u id in g  the  masses to  the  ab o li­
tio n  o f cap ita lism .

W e expect th a t such a leader­
sh ip w i l l  in c lud e  m em bers o f a ll 
races in  th is  cou n try , w h e the r they 
are organized in  a single re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  p a rty , o r an a lliance  o f 
such pa rties ; th a t Negroes w i l l  
co n trib u te  m ore than  th e ir  propor- 
'tiona te  share to  th is  leadersh ip ; 
and th a t they m ay w e ll be a 
m a jo r ity . In  any case, i t  is  ab­
so lu te ly  ce rta in  th a t the strugg le  
o f the Negroes today, in  the re v ­
o lu tio n  th a t is com ing, and a fte r­
w a rd , w i l l  be led by  Negroes.

W hen we say b lack  and w h ite  
rad ica ls  have com m on aim s and 
the re fo re  should be ab le to  w o rk  
together, we do n o t mean to  m in ­
im ize  the d iffe rences th a t do ex is t 
between m any b la ck  rad ica ls  and 
the Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty . Be­
sides o u r d iffe rences over the  fu ­
tu re  ro le  o f the  w h ite  w orke rs , 
the re  are th ree  others th a t should 
get m en tion  here:

A  weakness o f some Negro in ­
te llectua ls , lik e  Cruse, is th a t they 
proceed w ith  th e ir  analyses and 
a rr iv e  a t th e ir  conclusions by  
assum ing the in d e fin ite  perpe tua­
t io n  o f the  present cond itions of 
the  strugg le  and o f the  re la tions  
o f social forces on a n a tio n a l and 
w o r ld  scale. They do n o t see 
fu r th e r  than  the  in it ia t in g  stages 
o f the  T h ird  A m erican  R evo lu tion .

T hey  are e m p ir ic a l in  th e ir  
reason ing —  a m ethod consistent 
w ith  lib e ra lis m  and re fo rm ism , 
b u t inconsis ten t w ith  a tho ro ug h ­
ly  re v o lu tio n a ry  ou tlook. T h is  
m ethod is fa u lty  and can be fa ta l 
because i t  leaves its  p ra c tition e rs  
unprepared fo r  sharp tu rn s  and 
lia b le  to  be caught b y  surprise. 
Th is  is one reason fo r  th e ir  re jec­
tio n  o f M a rx ism , w h ic h  v iew s a ll 
th in gs  in  th e ir  c o n tra d ic to ry  "devel­
opm ent.

Basic Perspective

A n o th e r d iffe re nce  M a rx is ts  
have w ith  some b lack  rad ica ls  con­
cerns a basic perspective. A s we 
have said, w e be lieve th a t Negroes 
w i l l  n o t achieve e q u a lity  o r free ­
dom  in  a ca p ita lis t A m e rica ; they 
w i l l  get i t  th ro u g h  soc ia lis t re v ­
o lu tio n  o r th ro u g h  separa tion o r 
m ig ra tio n . T h is  f lo w s  fro m  tour 
analysis o f A m e rica n  cap ita lism  in  
its  m onopo ly  stage and fro m  ou r 
analysis o f the  com bined na tiona l- 
p ro le ta r ia n  cha racter o f the  N egro 
question.

W h a t abou t those w ho  see o n ly  
one side o f th is  d u a l character,

o n ly  the n a tion a l-ra c ia l side and 
no t the p ro le ta rian?  (L e t us ca ll 
them  pure-and-sim ple n a tio n a l­
ists, to  d is ting u ish  them  fro m  
b lack  na tion a lis ts  w ith  a, b roader 
v ie w , in c lu d in g  socia list-nationa l- 
is ts.) Some o f them  th in k  Negro 
e q u a lity  can be w on in  th is  coun­
t r y  w ith o u t abo lish ing  cap ita lis t 
ru le ; others leave th is  open as ,a 
p o ss ib ility . N e ithe r, in  ou r op in ion , 
has tho ugh t the question th rough .

I f  the  cap ita lis ts  can g ive  em­
p loym ent, education, housing and 
an end to po lice  b ru ta li ty ,  segrega­
tio n  and d is c r im in a tio n  to 20 m il­
lio n  Negroes, a t the  bo ttom  o f the 
social s truc tu re , then  A m erican  
cap ita lism  w o u ld  have succeeded 
in  e lim in a tin g  the  m ost fu n d a ­
m en ta l and u rg e n t economic and 
social ev ils  o f ou r tim e . T h is  
w o u ld  even enable it ,  some w o u ld  
even say e n tit le  it ,  to  endure in ­
d e fin ite ly .

Reformist Line

Acceptance o f such a p o ss ib ility , 
o r even a ha lf-hope o f it ,  im p lie s  
the  adop tion  o f a non -re vo lu tion ­
a ry  perspective and a re fo rm is t 
lin e  o f though t. I t  the n  w o u ld  no t 
be necessary to  wage an uncom ­
p ro m is in g  s trugg le  fo r  basic 
change in  the pow er s tru c tu re  and 
in  social re la tions. I t  w o u ld  be 
enough fo r  the  c re w  to  ro ck  the 
boat so as to  e x e rt pressure on 
the  cap ta in  —  instead o f organ­
iz in g  a m u tin y  to  get r id  o f the 
cap ta in  and h is slave ship.

A  pure-and-sim ple n a tio n a lis t 
ou tlook, w h ic h  ignores the  w o rk ­
ing-class e lem ent o f the  Negro 
s trugg le  and its  dynam ics, th a t is, 
its  im p lic i t ly  a n ti-ca p ita lis t ten ­
dencies, runs the  r is k  o f be ing de­
ra ile d  a t some p o in t along the  
w a y  because i t  fa ils  to  foresee the 
d ire c tio n  o f the mass m ovem ent, 
b o th  b la ck  and w h ite , and the  
k in d  o f resistance i t  m ust en­
coun te r fro m  the  cap ita lis ts . Ne­
groes w i l l  p la y  a lead ing  ro le  in  
any an ti-ca p ita lis t re v o lu tio n  in  
th is  coun try , b u t i t  w i l l  no t be 
successful i f  the y  are the  o n ly  
an ti-ca p ita lis t fo rce  invo lved .

A  th ird  d iffe re nce  exists be­
tw een us and those lik e  Cruse 
w ho  assume th a t n o t on ly  the 
ideas and a ttitudes  o f w h ite  w o rk ­
ers, b u t the ideas and a ttitud es  
o f m il ita n t  Negroes, w i l l  rem a in  
sub s ta n tia lly  unchanged. They 
underra te , even exclude, the in ­
fluence  o f socia lis t ideas as fo rm ­
u la ted  b y  M a rx is m  in  the com ing 
stages o f the f ig h t  fo r  freedom .

There  are a c tu a lly  th ree  com ­
ponents, ve ry  u n e q u a lly  developed 
a t th is  po in t, at w o rk  in  the  Ne­
g ro  m ovem ent: its  p ro le ta ria n
com position, its  na tion a lism  and 
its  socialism . The f ir s t  tw o  are a l­
ready obvious; the  th ird  is s t i l l  
la rg e ly  la te n t a lthough  d is tin c t ly  
im p lic i t  in  its  o rie n ta tio n  in  prac­
tice. The socia lis t e lem ent is sm all 
and em bryon ic  a t present, ju s t 
as the  conscious and avowed so­
c ia lis ts  are few . W il l  i t  rem a in  
th is  way?

Those b lack  na tion a lis ts  w ho

s lig h t the socia lis t e lem ent in ­
heren t in  th e ir  m ovem ent com m it 
an e rro r com parable to those w ho 
today s lig h t b lack  na tiona lism . 
Here the co lon ia l re v o lu tio n  they  
fee l k in s h ip  w ith  has som eth ing 
to  teach them . Cuba and A lg e ria  
have re ce n tly  shown how  a na­
tio n a lis t, dem ocra tic , re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  mass m ovem ent can, th rou gh  
conclusions de rived  fro m  d ire c t 
experience in  s trugg le  w ith  im ­
p e ria lism  and its  agents, g ro w  
ove r in to  a consciously socia lis t 
m ovem ent, p a r ty  and governm ent.

We be lieve th a t th is  dynam ic  o f 
the pe rm anent re v o lu tio n  w i l l  be 
opera tive  in  the  evo lu tio n  o f A m e r­
ican b lack  na tion a lism  too. The 
fu r th e r  i t  goes in  a re v o lu tio n a ry  
and an ti-ca p ita lis t d irec tio n , the 
c loser i t  comes to  socia list, M a rx ­
ist, po lic ies, m ethods and ou tlook. 
W e can be a ll the  m ore con fide n t 
o f th is  because b lack  na tion a lism  
in  th is  co u n try  is fa r  m ore u rb a n  
and p ro le ta r ia n  tha n  ru ra l and 
peasant.

A  f in a l p o in t: despite d if fe r ­
ences and the  c r it ic a l exchange o f 
v iews, b lack  rad ica ls  and M a rx ­
ists are bo th  engaged in  f in d in g  
the so lu tions to  the  ev ils  b red b y  
cap ita lism . These specific  answers 
are no t g iven in  any books. B u t 
M a rx is m  is o u r m ethod and i t  is 
too use fu l fo r  us to  su rrender i t  
u n t i l  w e can be shown a be tte r 
one.

Compare Results

L e t the no n -M a rx is t b lack  the­
ore tic ians  t r y  o ther m ethods and 
le t ’s com pare the  resu lts. W h a t­
ever the y  come up  w ith  th a t is 
good and use fu l we sha ll g la d ly  
adopt, as w e have done in  the  
past. There  is p le n ty  o f room  in  
M a rx is t th e o ry  to  accom m odate 
and inco rpo ra te  e v e ry th in g  p ro ­
gressive th a t develops ou t o f the  
the o ry  and p ractice  o f the  Negro 
revo lt. A t  the same tim e  w e  be­
lie v e  the  no n -M a rx is t na tion a lis ts  
should t r y  to th in k  ou t th e ir  posi­
tions to  the end and state them  
p la in ly , so th a t eve rybody can 
check and le a rn  fro m  the conclu­
sions o f bo th  th e ir  tendency and 
ours as the strugg le  m oves fro m  
one stage to  the nex t.

W h ile  a w a itin g  such tests, we 
proceed in  the  con v ic tio n  th a t 
M a rx is m  is re le va n t to  the  N egro 
s trugg le ; th a t M a rx is ts  have m uch 
to  le a rn  fro m  the b la ck  w o rk in g - 
class ghetto  th a t can m ake th e ir  
th e o ry  m ore e ffec tive  and com ­
p le te ; th a t b lack  rad ica ls  have 
m uch to  lea rn  fro m  M a rx is m  th a t 
can be used to fo rm u la te  a p ro ­
gram  to w in  freedom  fo r  the  Ne­
gro  people; th a t no n -M a rx is t b lack  
rad ica ls  and w h ite  and b lack  
M a rx is ts  have so m an y  th ings  in  
com m on th a t the y  can and should 
w o rk  toge ther in  as m any areas 
as possible, despite th e ir  d if fe r ­
ences; and th a t th e ir  com m on 
needs and fu r th e r  experience w i l l  
b r in g  them  closer together and 
in to  genu ine co llab o ra tion  before, 
d u r in g  and a fte r  the  com ing A m e r­
ican revo lu tio n .

Fall Issue
In ternational

Socialist
Review

The Labor Bureaucrats and the 
'W hite Backlash’ by Tom Kerry. 

W h y  the labor o ffic ia ldom  kowtowing 
to the Democratic Party can 't cope 
with the so-called "backlash."

Peking Curbs Union Struggle —  A  
Letter from Japan by Eiichi Yami- 

nishi. The em inent translator o f T ro t­
sky's works in Japan reports how the 
Japanese Comm unist Party betrayed 
a general strike to  pave the way fo r 
be tte r trade agreements between 
Japan and China.

Radicalism: Black and W hite —  The 
N AACP and the Communist Party

by  Robert Vernon. Reviewing the re­
cent book by W ilson Record. Vernon 
traces the zig-zag course o f the CP, 
outlines the role o f the N A A C P  in 
the  N egro struggle, contrasting both 
with the em ergent forces o f black na­
tionalism.

Popular Frontism in Ceylon by Ernest 
èe rm a in . A  de ta iled analysis o f 

why the princ ipa l leaders o f the C ey­
lonese Trotskyists abandoned the ir 
revolutionary principles and entered 
the cap ita lis t Bandaranaike govern­
ment.

Send 50 cents for a copy or 
$1.50 for a one-year subscription

INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIALIST REVIEW 
116 University Place 

New York, N. Y. 10003

SOURCE OF BLACK N A TIO N A LIS M . New York cops bust into 
apartment of Harlem rent striker and haul him off to jail. Brutality  
by cops and their zealous defense of rent-gougers and other mon­
eyed interests have fed growing nationalist mood in black ghettos.
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ottoha J<jwm  Quüi ñsuadsüiA
[This column  is an open fo rum  

fo r  a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w i l l  be 
abridged. W rite rs ’ in itia ls  w il l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

The Brazil Coup
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y.

H o w  lo w  can some r ig h t-w in g  
socia lists s in k  in  th e ir  departu re  
fro m  the  e lem enta ry  p r inc ip le s  o f 
socialism ? Such a question m ay 
be na ive  a fte r decadcs o f treason 
o f the  r ig h t-w in g  socia l-dem ocratic 
leaders in  th e ir  in te rn a tio n a l and 
dom estic po lic ies. Nevertheless, 
fro m  tim e  to  tim e  some special
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“ T H R E A T S  OF V IO L E N C E , ECO­
N O M IC  PRESSURE, A N D  S W IF T  
L E G IS L A T IV E  A C T I O N  w ere 
p ro m in e n t fea tu res o f the  J im  
C ro w  m ovem ent to preserve se­
grega tion  in  the  S outhern  schools 
as c h ild re n  re tu rn e d  to  class fo r  
the  fa l l  te rm  th is  m onth .

“ M ost o f the  S ou thern  states 
stood pat, thanks to  the Suprem e 
C o u rt’s fa ilu re  to  o rder the  a b ili-  
t io n  o f segregation th is  au tum n. 
I t  w i l l  be O ctober be fore  the  Sup­
rem e C o u rt w i l l  even begin d is ­
cussion o f w hen and how  its  a n ti­
segregation decision o f las t M ay 
should be p u t in to  e ffec t. The 
S outhern  w h ite  suprem acists are 
us ing  the tim e  to  w o rk  ou t va rious 
schemes fo r  evad ing even tua l de­
segregation orders.

“ In  some o f the bo rde r states, 
lo ca l o ff ic ia ls , dec id ing  th a t eva­
sion w o u ld  be too d i f f ic u lt  and 
costly, voted to a llo w  Negroes to 
beg in  a tten d in g  some p re v io u s ly  
a ll-w h ite  schools . . .

“ B u t in  W h ite  S u lp h u r S prings 
. . . the  enemies o f Negro e q u a lity  
s t ir re d  up  a ‘re v o lt. ’ They induced 
300 o f the h ig h  school’s 400 s tu ­
dents to  w a lk  ou t o f class and 
m arch  th rou gh  the streets c a rry ­
in g  p lacards th a t said, ‘N o Negroes 
w an ted  in  ou r schools.’ ”  —  Sept. 
20, 1954.
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“ G R A N D  R A P ID S , M IC H . —  
T H E  M O R E T H A N  2,300 D E L ­
E G A TE S  TO  T H E  C IO  U n ite d  
A u to m ob ile , A ir c ra ft  and A g r ic u l­
tu ra l Im p le m e n t W orke rs  N in th  
A n n u a l C onvention , in  day and 
n ig h t session since la s t M onday 
a t the  C iv ic  A u d ito r iu m  here, la s t 
n ig h t ad jou rned  the  s to rm iest na­
t io n a l ga the ring  o f the  u n io n ’s h is ­
to ry .

“ T hey  are re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  lo ­
cals w ith  the key  conven tion  issue, 
the  no -s trike  pledge, p laced fo r  
f in a l decision in  the hands o f the 
e n tire  m em bersh ip th rou gh  a re ­
fe ren du m  to  be he ld  w ith in  the 
n e x t 90 days. T h is  f in a l d isposi­
tio n  o f the no -s trike  issue was 
voted o ve rw h e lm in g ly  b y  the  m i l i ­
ta n t ran k-and -file  delegates in  op­
pos ition  to  m ost o f the  top  lead­
ersh ip , a fte r  a precedent-shatter­
in g  fou r-day  b it te r  con flic t.

“ M ost im p o rta n t and decisive 
deve lopm ent o f th is  h is to ry -m ak­
in g  conven tion  o f A m e rica ’s la rg ­
est and m ost dynam ic  in d u s tr ia l 
un io n  was the rise  o f a new, m i l i ­
ta n t force, le d  b y  the rece n tly  es­
tab lished  Rank-and-F ile  Caucus, 
w h ic h  in  its  f i r s t  s trugg le  against 
the  en tire  In te rn a tio n a l leadersh ip  
no t o n ly  made the  no -s trike  sur­
ren de r the  do m in an t issue o f the 
conven tion  b u t ro lle d  up  a vote 
o f 36 percen t fo r  o u tr ig h t scrap­
p in g  o f the  no -s trike  pledge.”  —  
Sept. 23, 1944.

shocking “ exp lo its ”  o f the r ig h t- 
w in g  “ socia lists”  have to  be 
b ro ug h t to  the a tten tion  o f the 
w o rk in g  people.

W e w a n t here to  d ivu lg e  an ap­
p a llin g  fa c t th a t a r ig h t-w in g  so­
c ia lis t m agazine came ou t 're c e n t­
ly  in  an open defense o f the  m i l i ­
ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  in  B ra z il. The 
magazine in  question is Unser 
Tsait is pub lished ;in  the Jew ­
ish language in  N ew  Y o rk  as an 
organ o f groups o f the  fo rm e r 
mem bers o f “ B u n d ”  (th e  pre -w ar 
Jew ish S ocia lis t P a rty  in  P o lan d ), 
w ho are now  scattered th rou gh ou t 
the w o rld .

In  its  issue No. 6 there  appears 
an a rtic le  (o r a correspondence) 
w h ic h  gives a ty p ic a l M cC arthy- 
lik e , ly in g , rea c tion a ry  descrip tion  
o f the G o u la rt governm ent as ha v ­
in g  been dom inated o r in f i lt ra te d  
by  Com m unists. G o u la rt h im se lf 
is  accused th a t he “ in c ited  the 
sold iers against th e ir  o ffice rs , in  
o rd e r to  execute the p lanned ove r­
th ro w  in  M ay.”  A cco rd in g  to  the 
a u th o r o f th is  a rtic le , the m il ita ry  
fo r tu n a te ly  fo ile d  the red menace, 
chased G o u la rt ou t o f the  cou n try  
and s ta rted  to  “ renova te ”  B raz il.

The a rtic le  is v e ry  apologetic 
abou t the a c tiv itie s  o f the  new  
governm ent. Even the  mass pe r­
secution o f a l l dem ocra tic  ele­
m ents is re fe rre d  to as “ pu rg ing  
the m il i ta ry  and a d m in is tra tiv e  ap­
paratus o f the C om m unis t ele­
m ents.”  T he  sm ashing o f the  la bo r 
organ izations is described as an 
action  “ to  b u ild  a no -pa rty  trade  
un ion  m ovem ent lik e  in  the  dem ­
ocra tic  countries.”  A s  a re s u lt o f 
those w o n d e rfu l achievem ents o f 
the  B ra z ilia n  m il i ta r y  “ the  aver­
age c itizen  has been b re a th ing  
fre e ly ” !

I t  is be low  the d ig n ity  o f any 
decent person to  argue w ith  th is  
despicable presen ta tion  o f the  
cha racter o f the  B ra z ilia n  m il ita ry ,  
rea c tion a ry  coup w h ic h  was con­
dem ned by  a ll the  D em ocratic  
shades o f p u b lic  op in ion  in  the 
w o r ld  ( in c lu d in g  even the  “ re ­
serva tions”  o f the  so lid  New Y ork  
Tim es). The shocking fa c t is  tha t 
a magazine, w h ic h  ca lls  its e lf  “ so­
c ia lis t,”  cou ld p r in t  such an a r­
tic le  w ith o u t any pro test fro m  
th e ir  ow n ranks.

A.B.

Scoop from Baltimore
B a ltim o re , M d.

W h a t does M a y o r M c K e ld in  
m ean b y  h is  new  pos ition  th a t 
the re  is no longer cause fo r  a la rm  
over possible rio ts?

I  have personally  “ received re ­
lia b le  rep o rts ”  th a t “ ou ts ide ag ita ­
to rs ”  p lan  to  invade  B a ltim o re  and 
“ p re y  on the  m in ds ”  o f the “ f lo w ­
er of o u r y o u th ”  b y  appea ling  to 
“ w ild  em otion .”  These “ fo re ign  
ag ita to rs ”  p lan  to “ fom en t r io t ”  
fo r  th e ir  “ ow n ends.”

W e m ust con tinue to  stress w ith  
new  v ig ou r, the  “ ex trem e danger 
o f fo llo w in g  the  rabb le-rous ing 
summons o f destruction , w h ic h  is 
the  w a r-c ry  o f the  enem y seeking 
to  in f i l t ra te  in to  o u r peacefu l 
c ity .”

These “ unshorn ,”  “ a lien ,”  “ agi­
ta to rs ”  have secured “ th rou gh  m is­
rep resen ta tion ”  the la rgest pu b lic  
h a ll in  the c ity , and have been 
kn o w n  to  use the  alias, “ The 
Beatles.”

A. Robert Kaufm an

Farm Facts
M inneapo lis , M in n .

The A m erican  fa m ily  fa rm e r is 
be ing  d r iv e n  in to  ba nkru p tcy .

D em ocra t fa rm  po licy , essentia lly  
no d iffe re n t fro m  R epublican , is 
fos te rin g  the ra p id  g ro w th  o f a g ri­
c u ltu ra l fa c to ry  m onopolies. P ro ­
d uc tion  pe r acre increases, fa rm  
la n d  increases in  va lue ; b u t the 
fa rm  ow nersh ip  is concentrated in  
fe w e r and fe w e r hands. A t ,  the 
same tim e, A g r ic u ltu re  Secre tary 
Freem an has ad m itte d  th a t two- 
th ird s  o f the groceries are sold by  
ten  per cent o f the  to ta l re ta il 
food outlets. T h is  g ro w th  o f food 
p roduc tion  m onopo ly forces the in ­
d iv id u a l fa rm e r to  the w a ll.  These 
facts are illu s tra te d , w h ile  some­
tim es hidden, in  the Statistical 
Abstract of the United States, 
1962, pub lished by  the  U.S. De­
p a rtm e n t o f Com m erce B ureau  o f 
Census. W h ile  by  no means up 
to  date, the  trends in  fa rm  ow n­
ersh ip and its  re la tio n  to a g ricu l­
tu ra l p roduc tion  and va lue  are 
c le a rly  shown.

In  1920, fa rm  popu la tion  was 
30.1% o f to ta l U.S. popu la tion . In  
the m ost prosperous yea r since the 
Depression, 1944 (peak w a r p ro ­
d u c tio n ), the  percentage was 18.5. 
In  1961 i t  was 8.1%.

In  1930, the re  w ere  6,546,000 
fa rm s  in  the U.S. In  1945 the re  
w ere  5,967,000. In  1961, the re  were 
3,811,000. Even P res iden t John­
son, a m outh-piece fo r  cap ita l, says 
the  s itua tion  is ge ttin g  worse. We 
hasten to  add —  worse fo r  W HO?

A verage va lue  per fa rm  acre 
in  1930 was $48.52. In  1940, be­
fo re  the  w a r “ e f fo r t ”  p u lle d  the 
econom y ou t o f depression, thè 
va lue  was $31.71. In  1961 the 
va lue  pe r acre was $117.64. T o ta l

Advertisement fo r Am erica —
I t  was reported in  S tockholm , 
Sweden, th a t a Swedish housew ife  
was stopped fro m  corresponding 
w ith  a Negro p risone r in  the  death 
ce ll in  Lou is iana  State Prison. 
P rison  a u tho ritie s  in fo rm e d  he r 
th a t w h ite  people a re  n o t a llow ed 
to  w r ite  to colored prisoners. The 
p risoner, E dgar Laba t, has been in  
the  death ce ll fo r  e leven years and 
has rece ived e igh t stays o f execu­
t io n  th rou gh  appeals. H e was con­
v ic te d  o f ra p in g  a w h ite  wom an. 
H is  Swedish correspondent, M rs. 
S o lve ig  Johansson, read abou t his 
case in  the paper fo u r  years ago 
and began the correspondence. She 
is convinced he is innocent.

You Should See the Old One —
R epo rting  on the several thousand 
N ew  Y o rk  Negro and P ue rto  R ican 
parents w ho  en ro lled  th e ir  ch ild re n  
in  b e tte r schools outside th e ir  
ne ighborhood, the Sept. 15 New  
Y ork Times described th is  in c i­
dent: “ One Negro m othe r, a fte r 
e n ro llin g  h e r son a t P u b lic  School 
46 in  the  B ro n x , a t w h ic h  m ost of 
the students are w h ite , tu rne d  to 
the p r in c ip a l w ith  awe and satis­
fac tio n  and said, ‘ I t ’s a b e a u tifu l 
school.’ P.S. 46 was opened 53 
years ago.”

Socialist Gradualism? —  P olish 
o ffic ia ls  are concerned about the 
c o u n try ’s consum ption o f alcohol, 
w h ich  is said to  have do.ubled 
since the  p re -w a r period . B u t they 
are t ry in g  to  cope w ith  the  p ro b ­
lem  f le x ib ly .  “ W e are conducting  
the  s trugg le  against a lcoho lism  in  
a re a lis tic  w a y ,”  said the  D epu ty  
M in is te r  o f H ea lth , “ W e do no t a im

va lue  o f phys ica l fa rm  assets in  
1940 was $53 b illio n . In  1962 i t  
had become $211.3 b illio n . The 
r ic h  are t r u ly  ge tting  r ich e r.

W e do n o t have to  be rem inded  
th a t the  m ost fo rtu n a te  geographic 
pos ition  together w ith  a ll the  eco­
nom ic  and p o lit ic a l advantages o f 
U.S. im p e ria lism  has made i t  pos­
s ib le  th a t U.S. a g ric u ltu re  cou ld 
feed the e n tire  w o rld . H ow ever, 
because w e liv e  in  a system th a t 
produces food fo r  p ro fit ,  the  sys­
tem  cannot even feed its  ve ry  
fo rtu n a te  na tive  w o rk in g  people, 
w h ile  b illio n s  o f m ore tra g ic a lly  
e xp lo ited  fo re ign  w o rke rs  face 
m ore  c rue l s ta rva tion .

C o lon ia l people are saying 
“ E N O U G H !”  to  fo re ign  dom ina­
t io n  and s ta rva tio n . The Negro 
(o r  A fro -A m e ric a n ) is saying 
“ E N O U G H !”  to  s lave-citizenship. 
On the fa rm  fro n t  o f the  f ig h t  fo r  
jus tice , the  N a tion a l F arm ers O r­
gan iza tion  and the  U.S. Farm ers  
Associa tion  are tw o  groups th a t 
are deve lop ing program s th a t can­
n o t he lp  b u t il lu s tra te  the  fun da ­
m en ta l antagonism  between p ro ­
p e r ty  r ig h ts  and hum an righ ts . 
The  N a tion a l Farm ers O rgan iza­
t io n  (N F O ) is a tte m p tin g  to organ­
ize on the  basis o f co llec tive  ba r­
ga in ing  w ith  the  m idd lem an . The 
U.S. F ann e rs  Association has 
g iven m uch sup po rt to  the F ree­
dom  N o w  M ovem ent. In  th e ir  
press and on th e ir  p la tfo rm  they  
have supported the defendants in  
the  fram ed-up k id n a p p in g  case o f 
M onroe, N o rth  C a ro lina  and 
others. The poor are t r u ly  ge tting  
w iser.

Jim  Krahn

at p ro h ib it io n  o r abstinence, b u t 
f i r s t  o f a l l the  liq u id a tio n  o f the 
custom  o f becom ing d ru n k .”

A Question —  A  w h ite  fa m ily  
fro m  Massachusetts tou red  H a r­
le m  accom panied b y  newsmen, 
photographers and a sound tru ck . 
One newsm an reported  th a t as the 
entourage m ade its  w ay  a m an 
leaned o u t o f a tenem ent w in d o w  
and ye lle d  do w n  to  a w om an he 
knew , “ Hey, baby, w h a t’s going 
on dow n there?”  “ I t ’s V is it  H a rlem  
W eek,”  she answered. Came the 
re jo in d e r: “ W ho’n  h e ll w ants to 
v is i t  H a rlem , baby?”

Oops! —  S enator K en ne th  K e a t­
ing, R epub lican incum ben t in  New  
Y o rk  made a to u r  o f the  eateries 
o f N ew  Y o rk  C ity ’s East S ide to 
suggest to the  residents o f the 
area tha t he was p ra c tic a lly  one o f 
th e ir  ow n. W in d in g  up  the  to u r 
a t R a tn e r’s fam ed Delancey St. 
res tau ran t, he ordered a corned 
beef sandw ich. R a tn e r’s is the 
c ity ’s best kno w n  d a iry  restauran t. 
K e a tin g  settled fo r  b lin tzes.

Pitchmcn —  The Rev. W ill ia m  
G lenesk o f B ro o k ly n  took a w hack 
a t N o rm an V in ce n t Peale and B i l ­
ly  G raham , the  “ m atinee id o ls ”  o f

The Left in Venezuela
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y .

Izquierda, o f f ic ia l newspaper o f 
the  M ovem ent o f the R e vo lu tio n ­
a ry  L e f t  o f Venezuela (dec la red 
ille g a l b y  the  “ dem ocra tic ”  reg im e 
the re ) has resum ed p u b lica tio n  as 
an underground  w e ek ly . Recent 
issues have repo rted  on the  ac­
t iv it ie s  o f the  g u e rr illa s  in  the  
coun trys ide  and in  the  c ities. A c ­
co rd ing  to  Izquierda, the re  are 
g u e rr illa  u n its  now  f ig h t in g  in  
several states.

The M ovem ent o f the R evo lu ­
tio n a ry  L e f t  (M IR )  is c a llin g  fo r  
a id  fro m  the  cities to the “ Eze- 
q u ie l Zam ora”  f ro n t  w h ic h  is 
un de r heavy a tta ck  b y  1,500 gov­
e rnm en t troops. M IR  ca lled  on the 
people to  co llec t m ed ic ine, m oney, 
arms, etc. P ic tu res have been 
shown o f U.S.-made B-25 planes 
w h ic h  are repo rted  b y  Izquierda  
to have bom bed areas sym pa the tic  
to the  gu e rrilla s .

The g u e rr illa s  o f the  A rm e d  
Forces o f N a tion a l L ib e ra tio n  
(F A L N ) c la im ed the governm ent 
forces have su ffe red  60 casualties 
and so fa r  the re  have been none 
fo r  the  F A L N .

A lso, i t  is  rep o rted  th a t in  the 
recent s tudent eleotion a t the  U n i; 
v e rs ity  o f Caracas, fo r  the  seventh 
tim e  in  a row , the  le f t  w on  the 
vote. The la s t e lection increased 
the m a rg in  fo r  the  M IR -C om m u- 
n is t P a rty  bloc. The r ig h tis ts  came 
in  second and the  ru lin g  govern­
m en t p a rty , Acción Democrática, 
got o n ly  a h a n d fu l o f votes. O f the 
n ine schools a t the  u n iv e rs ity , thé  
le f t  w on so lid  m a jo rit ie s  in  seven.

P.V.

the  chu rch  w ho  succeeded b y  
“ p la y in g  i t  safe.”  “ The  salesmen 
o f re lig io n ,”  he said, “ m ust b o il i t  
down, rem ove the  rough  edges, 
w ra p  i t  up and p u t a hand le  on 
i t  so i t  is easy to  c a rry  i f  th is  
p ro du c t is to  se ll.”  N o tin g  th a t  
n e ith e r Peale no r G raham  have 
done a n y th in g  fo r  c iv i l  r ig h ts , he 
said the y  are “ too m uch the  m a­
tinee  ido ls  o f a n a tion  u n d e r com ­
pu ls ion  to  be lieve in  a God they 
have ad justed to  a system. Both , 
gentlem en s tick  to  the  o u ts k ir ts  o f 
socia l ju s tice  . . . th e y  p la y  i t  safe.”

C am paign Specials —  T if fa n y ’s 
is pedd ling  g ilde d  s ilv e r  “ L B J ”  
and “ G o ld w a te r”  cam paign b u t­
tons a t $5 each. A lth o u g h  no t 
ava ila b le  a t T if fa n y ’s, t in  “ D e­
B e rry ”  bu ttons m ay be ob ta ined 
a t h is cam paign headquarters a t 
15 cents each.

Help Wanted —  In  la rge  m ea­
sure th is  co lum n depends on the  
c o n trib u tio n s  o f its  readers. When  
you  come across an ite m  in  y o u r 
loca l paper w h ic h  you th in k  lends 
its e lf  to use in  the co lum n w h y  n o t 
c lip  i t  ou t and m a il i t  to  The 
M ilita n t, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
N ew  Y o rk , N. Y . 10003. I t  w i l l  be 
appreciated.

Thought for  the Week
“ This summer we beheld a pa ir o f gatherings at the sum m it of 

po litica l power, each of w h ich  was completely dominated by a single 
man; the one a man of dangerous ignorance and devastating uncer­
ta in ty , the other a man whose pub lic  house is splendid in  its  every 
appearance but whose priva te  lack o f ethics must inev itab ly  in tro ­
duce term ites at the very foundation. The electorate is le ft homeless, 
then, by such a p a ir o f nominees.”  From  a Sept. 14 sermon by the 
V ery  Rev. Francis B. Sayres, Jr., Dean of the National Cathedral 
(Episcopal) in  Washington, grandson of Woodrow Wilson.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of tha Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for $1. ($1.50 
outside of the U.S.)

Name

Street Zone

City Stat«

Send to The M ilitant, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.

It Was Reported I n  the Press
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Detroit SWP Candidate Withdraws 
In Favor of Freedom Now Nominee

D E T R O IT  —  The W ayne Coun­
ty  C onven tion  o f the  Socia list 
W orke rs  P a rty  on Sept. 12 decided 
to  endorse the f u l l  coun ty  t ic k e t 
nom inated b y  the Freedom  Now  
P a rty .

Delegates to the  conven tion  
vo ted un an im ous ly  in  fa v o r o f a 
m o tion  th a t the SW P “ no t ru n  
candidates fo r  S tate Senate, State 
L e g is la tu re  o r W ayne C oun ty  o f­
fices,”  and th a t the  p a rty  “ sup­
p o rt and a c tiv e ly  cam paign fo r 
the  Freedom  N ow  P a rty  cand i­
dates in  these races.”

R icha rd  T. D av id , w ho had 
p re v io us ly  announced h is can­
d idacy  in  the 23rd State Leg is la ­

t i v e  D is tr ic t  and had campaigned 
ex tens ive ly , declared h is w ith ­
d ra w a l in  fa v o r o f H ugh Cleage, 
Freedom  N ow  P a rty  candidate in  
th a t d is tr ic t.

Im portant Step

Said D a v id : “ The fo rm a tio n  of 
the  Freedom  N ow  P arty , in  m y 
op in ion  ̂ and in  the op in ion  o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , is  an im ­
p o rta n t step fo rw a rd  fo r  the b lack 
people o f th is  state . . .

“ As long as w o rk in g  people and 
b lack  people rem a in  tied  to e ith e r 
o f the o ld  pa rties, the re  can be no 
re a l progress to w a rd  ra c ia l eq ua li­
ty ,  jobs fo r  a ll, econom ic security , 
o r peace.

“ The un ions ough t to b reak  w ith  
the  o ld  pa rties  and create an in ­
dependent la b o r p a rty , instead o f 
be ing a ta il to the D em ocra tic  don­
key. The Negro people ough t to 
tu rn  th e ir  back on the o ld  parties 
too, create th e ir  ow n pa rty , and 
ru n  th e ir  ow n  representatives fo r  
o ffic e  w ho  w i l l  be independent o f 
the  o ld  p a r ty  m achines and re ­
sponsible o n ly  to the Negro com ­
m u n ity .

“ The Freedom  N ow  P a rty  has

Demands Gov't Not Balk 
Farmers' Holding Action

Richard David

taken the f ir s t  step in  th is  d irec­
tion  . . .  I  welcom e th is  step and 
w a n t to encourage it .  I  am w ith ­
d ra w in g  fro m  the 23rd D is tr ic t 
race in  o rder to u n ite  the anti- 
D em ocra tic  and an ti-R epub lican 
vote behind the  Freedom  Now  
P a rty  candidate. I t  so happens 
there is no R epublican in  th is  
race. W hen I  w ith d ra w  there  w i l l  
be on ly  the Freedom  N ow  P a rty  
candidate, H ugh Cleage, and the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty  candidate, M a x ­
ine  Young. M rs. Y oung re p re ­
sents a p a rty  th a t has betrayed 
the Negro people over and over 
again. I  urge the vo te rs to vote 
fo r  and elect he r Freedom  Now  
P a rty  opponent on Nov. 3.”

The M ich igan  SW P is h o ld ing  
its  conven tion  Sept. 19 to  n o m i­
nate its  candidates fo r  state-w ide 
o ffices and to f i le  its  n a tion a l t ic k ­
et —  C lif to n  D e B e rry  fo r  P res i­
dent and E dw ard  Shaw  fo r  V ice 
President.

D E T R O IT  —  D r. Lou is  J. Cleage 
and R ichard  H e n ry , independent 
Negro candidates fo r  the D e tro it 
Board  o f Education, rece ived 
24,261 votes and 23,153 Votes re ­
spective ly  in  the Sept. 1 p r im a ry  
e lection.

A tto rn e y  H e n ry  W. Cleage, m i l i ­
ta n t Negro candidate fo r  Judge 
o f Recorder’s C ourt, received 
11,516 votes, ru n n in g  e igh th  in  a 
f ie ld  o f 14 candidates.

A l l  three candidates ran  inde­
penden tly  o f the tw o  m a jo r p a r­
ties and w ith  the endorsem ent of 
the G roup On Advanced Leader­
sh ip  (G O A L ), the M ich igan  F ree­
dom  N ow  P a rty  and the M ich igan  
S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty . A ltho ug h  
they d id  no t get enough votes to 
q u a lity  fo r  the N ovem ber elections, 
the th ree  independent candidates 
got the support o f a substantia l 
section o f the Negro com m un ity . 
T h is  was despite the opposition o f 
the  “ responsible Negro leader­
sh ip ,”  the labo r leadersh ip  and 
the D em ocratic and R epublican 
P a rty  machines.

In  ad d itio n  to c a llin g  fo r  sup­
p o rt in  the Septem ber p r im a ry  to 
independent Negro candidates, the 
M ich igan  Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
ca lled  fo r  the defeat o f the so- 
ca lled Hom e-O wners’ O rd inance 
pu t fo rw a rd  by  racists to  legalize 
housing d isc rim in a tio n . T h is  rac is t 
ord inance w on w ith  137,671 yes 
votes to 111,994 no votes. I t  w i l l  
now  be tested in  the courts.

Thom as L . P o indexte r, au tho r 
o f the ord inance and leader o f the 
w h ite  hom eowners forces, was 
nom inated fo r  the one vacant 
Common C ounc il seat w ith  63,683 
votes. H is opponent in  N ovem ber 
w i l l  be Jack ie  Vaughan I I I ,  a Ne­
gro and fo rm e r head o f the M i­
chigan Y oung Dem ocrats.

YPSL Wouldn't Go for Johnson

M IN N E A P O L IS  —  E vere tt Luo- 
ma, Socia list W orkers  P a rty  can­
d ida te  fo r  U.S. Senator fro m  M in ­
nesota, accused those forces w h ich  
are a ttem p ting  to b reak the l iv e ­
stock ho ld in g  action  o f the fa rm ers  
w ith  the m u rd e r o f tw o  N a tiona l 
F arm ers O rgan iza tion  p ickets. He 
also dem anded th a t G overnor Rol- 
vagg declare p u b lic ly  th a t he 
w o u ld  no t send the M innesota N a­
tio n a l G uard  against NFO  m em ­
bers a ttem p ting  to  stop shipm ents 
o f ca ttle  d u r in g  th is  ho ld in g  action.

“ Those tha t w o u ld  ship ca ttle  
d u r in g  th is  ho ld in g  action are 
scabs and should be trea ted as 
such,”  Luom a said. “ The basic 
aggression in vo lve d  in  th is  s trug ­
gle between the fa rm ers  and the 
cha in stores,”  he continued, “ is 
the a r t if ic ia lly  lo w  prices the 
cha in  stores are pay ing  the fa rm ­
ers. The fa rm ers  have every r ig h t 
to defend themselves against th is  
aggression. The o n ly  w ay they can 
defend themselves is b y  o rgan iz­
in g  and ga in ing  con tro l o f p r ic in g  
th e ir  ow n p ro du c tion .”

The tw o  p ickets k il le d  Sept. 9 
w ere  M e lv in  L . C um m ins and 
H o w ard  F a lk , p a rt o f a group of 
some 500 NFO  m em bers and sup­
po rte rs  w h o  tr ie d  to h a lt a tru c k  
at the E q u ity  L ives tock  yards in  
Bonduel, W is. They w ere  crushed 
to death by  the veh ic le . The 
d r iv e r, a pa rt-tim e  depu ty s h e riff, 
thereupon aim ed a p is to l a t the 
c row d  o f in fu r ia te d  fa rm ers  and 
was w h isked  to safe ty b y  police. 
He has been charged w ith  h o m i­
cide by  reckless conduct.

The h o ld ing  action  began Aug. 
19 and invo lves fa rm ers  in  23 
states fro m  the Rocky M ts. to the 
East Coast. I t  is especia lly strong 
in  the M id d le  West. I ts  a im  is to 
force the m eat packing  companies 
to sign contracts se tting  satisfac­
to ry  m in im u m  prices fo r  livestock. 
To com pel the packers to  sign up,

Socialist Party Suspends Youth Group |in n   H o w  ' B irdm an '  D ied

Everett Luoma
the  fa rm ers  are ho ld in g  th e ir  
an im als o f f  the m arke t.

The fa rm ers  are ve ry  m il ita n t  
in  p icke tin g  and m ann ing  check­
po in ts  along the h ighw ays. They 
have had num erous clashes w ith  
loca l and state po lice  and scabs. 
Firehoses w ere  tu rn e d  on 400 p ic k ­
ets in  C h ippew a Falls, W is.; po lice 
w ith  dogs guarded the stockyards 
in  S ioux C ity , Iow a. NFO  m em ­
bers have been arrested in  various 
M id w es t states fo r  “ trespass,”  
“ boycott,”  and alleged damage to 
scab trucks. State po lice have been 
ordered to “ get tough”  w ith  the 
NFO  and use o f the na tiona l guard  
has been threa tened in  a num ber 
o f states.

Luom a, the SW P candidate in  
M innesota, has been v is it in g  NFO  
checkpoints and fa rm  festiva ls , d is ­
tr ib u tin g  lea fle ts  expressing SWP 
support o f the ho ld in g  action. He 
has received he a rty  welcomes.
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Barry Sheppard
T he S oc ia lis t P a rty  on Sept. 8 

suspended in d e fin ite ly  its  a ff ilia te d  
y o u th  o rgan iza tion , the Y oung 
Peoples S ocia lis t League (Y P S L ), 
because the you th  g roup  a t its  
L a b o r D ay conven tion  came out 
against bo th  Johnson and Gold- 
w a te r.

T he  Y P S L  is dem anding the 
same r ig h t  to  present its  v ie w ­
p o in t p u b lic ly  as the r ig h t w in g  
o f the  SP has to present its  pro- 
D em ocra tic  P a r ty  v iews. A t  its  
oonvention, the Y P S L  passed a 
reso lu tion  dec la ring  th a t i t  w o u ld  
h o t consider its e lf unde r the d isc i­
p lin e  o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty  as long 
as th a t p a r ty  d id  no t d isc ip lin e  its  
ow n m em bers w ho  are p u b lic ly  
sup po rting  Johnson. F o r exam ple, 
N o rm an  Thomas, ho no ra ry  na­
t io n a l cha irm an o f the SP, has 
been speaking around the coun­
try ,  advoca ting  suppo rt o f John­
son and the Dem ocrats, and so 
have o th e r SP spokesmen.

A ll- In c lu s iv e ?

The S ocia lis t P a rty  c la im s to 
be “ a ll- in c lu s ive ”  and to le ra n t of 
m any d iffe re n t tendencies hav ing  
the r ig h t  to  present th e ir  v iew s 
p u b lic ly . B u t its  consistent p rac­
tic e  has been to bend over back­
w ards in  a llo w in g  the r i^ h t  w ing  
to  do and say a n y th in g  at a ll b u t 
to  come dow n ha rd  on the le ft  
w in g  and to s t if le  and silence it .
■ Even though the open ly pro- 
J.ohnson g roup  in  the SP fa ile d  to 
ga in  a m a jo r ity  at the last p a rty  
convention , the SP has no troub le  
in  l iv in g  w ith  the p u b lic  ac tiv itie s  
o f these cam paigners fo r  the Dem ­
ocra tic  t ic ke t. B u t w hen the Y P S L  
m e re ly  passes a reso lu tion  sta ting  
its  opposition to the tw o  cap ita lis t 
pa rties  (an e lem enta ry  d u ty  of

socia lists) the SP leadersh ip  w ith ­
in  the week suspends them  fo r  
ta k in g  a pos ition  “ outside the basic 
fra m e w o rk  o f dem ocra tic  social­
ism .”  T h a t’s alm ost on a p a r w ith  
the clause in  the SP cons titu tion  
w h ich  prov ides fo r  the expu ls ion  
o f any SP m em ber w ho supports 
the candidates o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty .

Y S A  Invitation
In  v ie w  o f the stand taken by 

the Y P S L  on independent p o lit ­
ica l action and opposition to  the 
cap ita lis t parties, the  N a tiona l 
E xecu tive  C om m ittee  o f the Young 
S ocia lis t A llia n ce  has sent a le tte r, 
in v it in g  i t  to  jo in  w ith  the Y S A  
in  suppo rting  the  cam paign of 
C lif to n  D e B e rry  and E dw ard  Shaw 
fo r  P resident and V ice P resident 
on the SW P ticke t.

Norman Thomas

The lead ing  body o f the Y S A  
po in ted ou t th a t the SW P cam ­
pa ign is the o n ly  n a tion a l elec­
to ra l opposition to the  tw o  ca p ita l­
is t pa rties in  1964, and th a t a cen­
t ra l issue o f the SW P cam paign 
is independent p o lit ic a l action by 
Negroes and w o rk in g  people. One 
Y P S L loca l and several in d iv id ­
ua l Y PSLs have a lready jo ined  
Y S A ers and others in  supporting  
Y o u th  fo r  D e B e rry  and Shaw com­
m ittees.

Young Socialist Paper 
To Become Magazine

The e d ito r ia l board o f the 
Y oung Socia lis t has announced 
th a t the m o n th ly  you th  newspa­
per w i l l  be changed to a maga­
zine. The Y oung Socia lis t news­
paper was founded in  1957, and 
q u ic k ly  became a pole o f a ttrac ­
tion  fo r  young people seeking a 
socia list so lu tion  to the problem s 
o f w a r, racism , p o ve rty  and w itc h ­
hun t. The group w h ich  grew  
around the Y oung Socia lis t was 
by 1960 strong  enough to establish 
the Y oung Socia lis t A llian ce , a na­
t io n a l you th  organ ization.

The new  Y oung Socia list maga­
zine represents a step fo rw a rd  fo r  
the YS. I t  w i l l  c a rry  m ore discus­
sion and a rtic les  o f in te res t to 
young  people. The f ir s t  issue, ju s t 
o f f  the press, contains artic les  on 
the e lection cam paign, V ie tnam , 
H a rlem , an in te rv ie w  w ith  s tu ­
dents w ho w en t to Cuba, book re­
views, and o ther features. A ppea r­
in g  f iv e  tim es d u rin g  the school 
year, the  m agazine w i l l  cost 25<f 
per s ingle issue, $1 fo r  f iv e  issues. 
I t  can be ordered fro m : Y oung So­
c ia lis t, B o x  471, New  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

A  Prison Revelation
By Constance Weissman

R obert S troud, the B ird m a n  o f 
A lca traz , need no t have d ied in  
the fede ra l prison m ed ica l center 
in  S p rin g fie ld , M issouri, la s t N o­
vem ber. A  fe llo w  inm ate, P au l 
S alstrom , has r e v e a l e d  th a t 
S troud, w ho  died o f a hea rt a ttack, 
had unsuccessfu lly begged fo r  
m edica l a tten tion  because, as he 
to ld  a fr ie n d , he tho ugh t he was 
dy ing .

A t  m id n ig h t Nov. 20, 1963,
guards com ing on d u ty  w ere  in ­
fo rm ed by  those go ing o f f  th a t the 
doctor-on-duty should be ca lled  fo r 
S troud, S a lstrom  relates in  an 
a rtic le  in  The Peacemaker, the 
p a c if is t jo u rn a l pub lished in  
C inc in na ti. A t  1 a.m. S troud again 
ca lled  fo r  m edica l he lp  to no ava il. 
O n ly  a fte r he was found  dead in  
h is  ce ll ne x t m o rn ing  was the 
doctor called. The do c to r’s demand 
w h y  he had no t been ca lled d u r­
in g  the n ig h t was overheard by  a 
nu m be r o f inm ates. The m an 
whose trag ic  b u t in s p ir in g  s to ry  
o f l i fe  im p rison m en t became 
know n  to m illio n s  o f Am ericans 
th rou gh  the m ovie, B ird m a n  of
A lca traz , m ig h t no t have died i f  
he had been g iven m ed ica l a t­
ten tion  since heart fa ilu re  can 
o ften  be prevented by heart s tim ­
u la tion .

S alstrom  w ro te  fro m  prison 
about S tro u d ’s death a t the tim e
b u t thé le tte r  fa iled  to pass the
prison censor. Now  free, he has 
tevea led the facts and he also 
docum ents o the r cases o f m is trea t­
m ent o f prisoners at S p ring fie ld . 
In  the sum m er o f 1963, a young 
m an nam ed G lenn M ay  appa ren tly  
starved to  death in  s o lita ry  con­

fine m en t in  the acute psych ia tric  
w ard  a fte r be ing trans fe rre d  there 
by  a psych ia tr is t w ho tho ugh t th a t 
i f  M ay were ignored he m ig h t eat. 
“ Psycho logica l factors o f some sort 
appa ren tly  w ere  m a k in g  i t  ha rd  
fo r  M r. M ay to eat,”  Salstrom  
w rites , “ b u t he had eaten sm all 
am ounts o f oatm eal and ice cream  
alm ost re g u la r ly  w hen coaxed by 
o th e r inm ates w h ile  he was | in  a 
m edica l w a rd . He was appa ren tly  
never fo rce -fe d .”

In  another instance, a p risoner 
nam ed Cox, w ho was unab le  to 
w o rk  because he w o u ld  b lack-out 
on occasions, was p u t in  “ the ho le”  
fo r  re fusa l to w o rk . H e d ied the 
same day he was trans fe rre d  
w h ile  com p le te ly  iso lated. “ The 
m edica l s ta ff had been cognizant 
o f h is disease, a b ra in  tum or, b u t 
i t  was nonetheless possible fo r  a 
guard to  tra n s fe r h im  to iso la tion  
in  ‘the hole ,’ ”  recounts Salstrom .

The a lm ost d a ily  inc iden ts  of 
b ru ta li ty  on the  p a rt o f the  guards 
inc luded  the b reak ing  o f a p rison ­
ers ja w  by  f iv e  guards a ttack ing  
h im  s im u ltaneous ly . The v ic t im  
was no t trans fe rre d  to a m edica l 
w a rd  fo r  tw o  days, w hen a psy­
c h ia tr is t found  h is  ja w  was 
broken.

There  is no doub t th a t the re  
is m ore vio lence in  the acute psy­
ch ia tr ic  w a rd  ( iso la tio n ) than else­
w here  in  the prison . Says Sal­
strom : “ I w o u ld  no t be exaggerat­
in g  i f  I  said th a t the re  is no re ­
spect in  w h ic h  the tre a tm e n t o f 
inm ates on th a t w a rd  is as h u ­
mane as the trea tm e n t accorded 
the hogs up at the p rison  fa rm  
p iggery .”

Negro independent 
Polls 24,000 Votes 
In Detroit Election


