
Voters Slam Ultra-Right
But Workers Will Still 
Get Short End of Stick

By Harry Ring
The lands lide  D em ocra tic  vote 

was fa r m ore  a vote against G o ld - 
w a te r than i t  was a vote fo r  Joh n ­
son. V ir tu a lly  a ll sections o f the 
popu la tion  made i t  c lear th a t they 
are no t ready to accept the u ltra -  
r ig h tis m  th a t G o ld w a te r had be­
come the sym bo l fo r.

F o r the Negro people, G o ld ­
w a te r represented s ta rk  racism . 
So, fee lin g  they had no p ra c tica l 
a lte rna tive , they sw a llow ed th e ir  
fee lings about the  “ ta ll T exan " 
and pu lle d  down the D em ocratic  
lever.

W o rk in g  people, deeply con­
cerned ove r jo b  secu rity  and re ­
acting  to  G o ld w a te r’s open a n t i 
un ion  bias, also fe lt  they had no 
choice b u t to  support Johnson.

S en ior citizens, a larm ed by 
G o ld w a te r’s a ttacks on th e ir  a l­
ready m iserab le  social secu rity  
standards and angered by  h is op­
pos ition  to  M edicare, voted in  th e ir  
great m a jo r ity  fo r  Johnson.

Large num bers o f Am ericans, 
fe a rfu l o f the d r i f t  to the r ig h t  and 
deep ly concerned by the bom b- 
ra t t l in g  w h ic h  G o ld w a te r sym ­
bolized, closed th e ir  eyes to John­
son’s bom b ing  o f T o n k in  G u lf  and 
chose h im  as the  “ lesser e v il. ”

On a ll counts, the re tu rn s  reg­
istered an em phatic  rep ud ia tio n  
o f the  u ltra - r ig h t .  C lea rly , the 
cond itions w ere u n rip e  fo r  a mass 
m ob iliza tio n  around the banner o f 
reaction. B u t the u n d e rly in g  co ld - 
w a r, w itc h -h u n tin g  trends w h ich  
enabled the  u lt r a - r ig h t  to  cap ture 
the R epub lican m ach ine rem a in  
opera tive. T h e  r ig h tis ts  were 
c lobbered at the  po lls  b u t they 
have no t g iven up the ba ttle .

T hey rem a in  a w e ll-fin a n ce d , 
w e ll-e n tren che d  force in  the na ­
tion , w ith  a n e tw o rk  o f cadres 
th a t can en jo y  a s w ift  re v iv a l at 
some fu tu re  tu rn  o f events.

T h e ir  de feat was no t a f in a l one 
because the Dem ocrats do no t re p ­
resent a re a lly  m ea n ing fu l a lte rn ­
a tive  to them . Johnson’s re -e lec ­
tio n  w i l l  n o t solve any o f the great 
p rob lem s th a t the  vo te rs were 
concerned w ith  w hen they  p u t 
h im  back in  o ffice .

Big-Business Support
H is ad m in is tra tio n , e n jo y ing  the 

support o f b ig  business, w i l l  con­
tinu e  on a course th a t is in  the 
in te rests o f b ig  business —  a 
course c o n tra ry  to  the  in te rests of 
the  great m a jo r ity  o f the A m e r­
ican people and, indeed, to  the 
in te rests o f the  people o f the 
w o rld .

The d r iv e  to  ro l l  back the  Asian, 
A fr ic a n  and L a t in  A m erican  in ­
dependence m ovem ents w i l l  con­
tinue . U.S. forces w i l l  s t i l l  be ga r­
risoned a round the globe. T h is  
w o rld  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  ro le

SWP Hits Hoax 
In Pa. Election

On election eve in the Ne­
gro districts of Philadelphia, 
Pa., there were mass distribu­
tions of leaflets purporting to 
support Clifton DeBerry, So­
cialist Workers Party Presi­
dential candidate. The leaf­
lets also carried material 
under the byline of right- 
wing columnist Ralph De 
Toledano attacking the civil- 
rights record of Lyndon 
Johnson. Finally, they accus­
ed Johnson of “destroying 
the free-enterprise system.” 
The leaflets and posters that 
were put up were fakes, de­
clared DeBerry Nov. 3, and 
were “unauthorized by me or 
my campaign committee and 
apparently are a hoax similar 
to that reported in connection 
with M artin Luther King.”

Joh nso n

w i l l ,  in  tu rn , con tinue to prom ote 
the r ig h tw a rd  d r i f t  at home.

D om estica lly , the a d m in is tra tio n  
w i l l  con tinue to  pay lip  service to 
the demands o f the Negro people 
and s im u ltaneous ly  con tinue  in  its  
s tubborn  re fusa l to act dec is ive ly  
against racism .

H o ld  D ow n Wages
The la b o r m ovem ent w i l l  be 

subjected to  co n tin u in g  gove rn ­
m en t e ffo rts  to ho ld  wages w ith in  
“ n o n - in f la t io n a ry ”  lim its  w h ile  
p ro fits  are p e rm itte d  to h it  new 
peaks. Johnson w i l l  s t i l l  buck la ­
b o r’s dem and fo r  a sho rte r w o rk  
week to  com bat au tom ation  jo b  
losses.

R ea liza tion  o f m any o f these 
facts was the reason w h y  the vote 
o f m any people was a re jec tio n  
o f G o ldw a te rism  and no t an e x ­
pression o f confidence in  the 
President. The G a llu p  P o ll con­
s is ten tly  showed th a t about 20 
per cent o f the voters saw no d i f ­
ferences on m a jo r issues between 
the tw o  candidates.

T hey  fe lt ,  in  short, th a t they 
w ere faced w ith  a choice between 
bad and worse. Unless the re  is a 
m ovem ent to b u ild  independent 
b lack and w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l 
m ovem ents, i t  is safe to ven tu re  
th a t the choice in  1968 w i l l  be 
even m ore dism al.

Freedom School 
Is Burned Down 
In Mississippi

IN D IA N O L A , Miss. —  W ith in  a 
20 -m inu te  period on Oct. 28 n ig h t-  
r id in g  v ig ila n tes  th re w  a tear-gas 
bom b in to  the Freedom  House at 
S un flow er, e igh t m iles to the 
no rth , and set f ire  to  the Freedom  
School here.

[T w o  Negro churches were de­
stroyed over the Oct. 31-Nov. 1 
weekend. The A n tio ch  B ap tis t 
C hurch  near R ip le y  was destroyed 
in  a pre-dawn f ir e  Oct. 31, hours 
a fte r  200 persons gathered there  
to hear M rs. Fann ie  Lo u  Ham er, 
M ississipp i Freedom  Dem ocratic 
P a rty  candidate fo r  Congress. The 
chu rch  had been used as a Free­
dom  School d u r in g  the M ississipp i 
S um m er P ro jec t organized by the 
S tudent N onv io len t C oord ina ting  
C om m ittee  and the C ouncil o f 
Federated O rgan iza tions.

The ru ra l St. James M ethod is t 
C hurch, about 20 m iles east o f 
Jackson, was burned to the  ground 
ea rly  Nov. 1. Rev. J. L . P arker, 
w ho found i t  bu rned  when he a r­
r iv e d  fo r Sunday services, said the 
church has on ly  35 m em bers.

Tear-G as Bom b
A t the Freedom  House in  S un­

flo w e r, w h ich  is the home of M rs. 
A nn ie  Mae K in g , a tear-gas bomb 
was th ro w n  th rough  a w in d o w  at 
about 1:00 a.m. James Dann, 24, 
a w h ite  SNCC w o rk e r fro m  W ar­
w ick , R. I., and E rnest S m ith , 14, 
a S un flo w e r Negro vo lun teer, 
w ere sleeping inside. They were 
awakened by the crash, b u t the 
fum es blocked the doorw ays and 
they  had to break a w in d o w  to 
get out. S m ith  got a cu t on his 
leg w h ich  —  when he got m edica l 
a tten tion  —  requ ired  ten stitches.

Dann drove S m ith  to Ind ian o la  
w here SNCC p ro je c t d ire c to r John 
H a rris , a 24 -yea r-o ld  Negro fro m  
B irm in g h a m , was staying. H a m s  
and Dann then drove to  the  F ree­
dom  School fo r  a f ir s t -a id  k i t  fo r 
S m ith . There  they discovered the 
lock p ried  o f f  and a f ire  inside. 
They fou gh t the f ire  w ith  a f ire  
ex tin gu ishe r, p u ttin g  ou t the 
flam es, then ca lled the f ire  de pa rt­
m ent.

The firem e n  stood around u n t i l  
prodded by the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  w o rk ­
ers to  do som ething. Then they 
doused the place w ith  w ate r, 
do ing  fu r th e r  damage. A fte rw a rd s  
the  vo lun te e r firem e n  w a lked  in  
and ou t o f the  b u ild in g  in  a fes­
t iv e  mood, one o f them  re m a rk in g  
tha t he w ished the b u ild in g  had 
been com p le te ly  destroyed.

Loca l o ff ic ia ls  have now  th re a t­
ened to condemn the b u ild in g  u n ­
less expensive repa irs  a re  com ­
pleted im m e d ia te ly . F B I agents 
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DeBerry Calls on S. Vietnam 
To Spare Doomed Student

By David Herman
N EW  Y O R K , Nov. 3 —  C lif to n  

D eB erry , p re s id en tia l candidate 
o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 
today cabled P re m ie r T ra n  Van 
Huong, new head o f the cab inet 
in  South V ie tnam , to spare the 
l i fe  o f a s tudent scheduled fo r  e x ­
ecution. D e B e rry ’s action  fo llow e d  
an appeal by  the N a tion a l U n ion 
o f F rench S tudents (U N E F ) fo r  a 
w o r ld -w id e  cam paign to save 
young Le H ong Tu, now  a w a itin g  
death in Saigon.

In  a com m un ica tion  sent Oct. 28, 
U N E F  exp la ined  th a t on M ay 24, 
1962 fo u r people —- th ree u n iv e r­
s ity  students and Professor Le  
Q uang V in h  had been condem ned 
to death fo r  opposing the  D iem  
regim e and those w ho uphe ld  it. 
One o f the  students was Le Hong 
Tu. P rotests in  V ie tn am  and 
abroad caused the governm ent to 
p u t o f f  the executions.

Now , tw o  years la te r, the gov­
e rnm en t o f South V ie tnam  has 
decided to execute Le H ong Tu, 
ap p a re n tly  fo r  no o th e r purpose 
than to s tr ik e  fea r in to  the hearts 
o f the increas ing ly  res tive  popu la ­
tion  o f the coun try .

On Oct. 15, the reg im e o f Gen. 
K hahn  ca rried  ou t the p u b lic  e x ­
ecu tion  o f 19 -yea r-o ld  Nguyen 
Van T ro i, accused o f p lo tt in g  
against the l i fe  o f the U.S. am ­
bassador. The young m an was pu t 
to death by a f ir in g  squad before 
a c row d  o f reporte rs  and T V  
cam eram en. In te rn a tio n a l pressure 
on Saigon to  spare Nguyen Van 
T ro i inc luded an a ttem pt in  V e­
nezuela to barga in  h is li fe  against 
th a t o f a k idnaped U.S. colonel. 
The South V ie tnamese governm ent 
and W ash ing ton thereupon p ro ­
c la im ed th a t no d e fin ite  p lans o r 
date fo r  had been set fo r  the  
V ietnam ese y ou th ’s execution. As 
soon as the  U.S. co lonel had been 
released in  Venezuela, however, 
V an T ro i was shot.

The U N E F  sent the fo llo w in g  
te legram  o f p ro test to  the P rem ie r 
o f the R epub lic  o f South V ie t­
nam :

POLICIES L IV E . The late South 
Vietnamese dictator Ngo Dinh 
Diem. His successors want to 
k ill a young man he condemned 
to death.

“ The students o f F r a n c e  
(U N E F ), h ig h ly  in d ig n a n t over 
the decision o f y o u r governm ent 
to execute w ith in  the n e x t few  
days the student Le  H ong Tu, 
condem ned under the  D iem  Re­
gim e tw o  years ago, protests such 
an act as u n ju s tif ia b le  and con­
t ra ry  to the desires o f the  V ie t­
namese people fo r  peace and ju s ­
tice, and demands th a t the l i fe  of 
s tudent Le  H ong T u  be spared.”

D e B erry  sent a s im ila r  message 
to the South V ietnam ese ambas­
sador in  W ashington. He ca lled  
upon a ll A m ericans opposed to  the 
b ru ta litie s  o f the reg im e in  South 
V ie tn am  to send s im ila r  messages 
o f protest.

Messages on be ha lf o f Le  Hong 
T u  should be sent to: T ra n  V an 
Huong, P rem ie r o f the R epub lic  
o f South V ie tnam , Saigon, South 
V ie tn am ; a n d /o r the  Am bassador 
o f the R epub lic  o f South V ie tnam , 
Embassy o f V ie tnam , 2251 R St., 
NW , W ashington 8, D.C.

WITH U.S. BACKING

White Mercenaries Killing Congo Prisoners
By Constance Weissman

A  ca re fu l read ing  o f reports  
even in  the  A m erican  press, w h ich  
so subse rv ien tly  supports the 
State D epa rtm en t lin e  on the 
Congo, a ffo rds  a g lim pse o f the 
character o f the  con tend ing m i l i ­
ta ry  forces there.

The forces o f the  U .S .-B e lg ian  
puppet o f the Congo, Tshombe, 
w h ich  are led b y  w h ite  m ercen­
aries, are execu ting  a ll rebel p r is ­
oners, accord ing to  an a rtic le  by 
L lo y d  G arrison  in  the N.Y. T im es 
o f Oct. 25, w ho  accompanied the 
m ercenaries in  th e ir  recapture  o f 
the c ity  o f Bum ba.

G arrison  gives an eyewitness 
account o f the m u rd e r o f a 
wounded p risoner by  the cou n te r­
re v o lu tio n a ry  a rm y. The rebe l was 
s it t in g  on the  side o f the road. H is 
fo o t had been b lo w n  o ff. He was 
w e aring  a Red Cross arm band. A  
m ercenary w ith  an au tom atic  r i f le  
f ire d  s ix  rounds in to  h im .

The m urdered  p risoner was a 
m edic w ho had been in  th e  Congo­
lese a rm y  fo r  15 years before 
go ing over to the rebe l side. He 
p ro b a b ly  fe lt  th a t he was p ro te c t­

ed by  his Red Cross arm band, ac­
cord ing  to the term s o f the  Geneva 
C onvention . The w h ite  m ercenary 
o ffic e r in  com m and o f the gove rn ­
m ent troops was a graduate o f 
S andhurst, the B r it is h  W est P o in t.

“ I don’ t lik e  shooting prisoners,

Nkrumah

especia lly wounded m en,”  said the 
w h ite  o ffice r, w hom  the N.Y. 
Tim es  correspondent describes as 
a “ sensitive”  young m an fro m  
South A fr ic a . In  an a ttem p t at 
s e lf- ju s t if ic a tio n , he added: “ W hat 
the Congolese w o u ld  do to them  
is un im aginab le . So I  le t the  men 
w ho are up to  i t  f in is h  them  o ff .”  

The re v o lu tio n a ry  conduct o f 
S im ba, as the rebe l a rm y  is called, 
was illu s tra te d  w hen i t  occupied 
the c ity  o f Bum ba. L lo y d  G a r r i­
son, in  the N.Y. T im es  o f Oct. 
26 quotes a Portuguese m erchant, 
Sousa R. Mendes, w ho liv e d  in  
Bum ba unde r the  rebels fo r  55 
days. Mendes said th a t the f ir s t  
th in g  the S im ba com m ander d id  
was to o rder the red uc tio n  o f 
prices o f consum er goods by  50 
per cent. T h is  q u ic k ly  w on over 
the  popu la tion . “ He then ca lled  a ll 
Europeans and Congolese to the 
tow n  square. He p roc la im ed th a t 
no one w o u ld  be harm ed, th a t 
wom en w o u ld  be safe fro m  his 
sold iers and the new  reg im e w o u ld  
no t to le ra te  d ishonesty.”

A lth o u g h  the m erchants say 
they  los t m oney because o f the

reduced prices, they had “ m ixe d  
fee lings”  about the rebe l occupa­
tion . They w ere  pa id  and not 
robbed, as the y  had been unde r 
the Tshom be reg im e. “ C o rrup tio n , 
in fla t io n  and a boom ing b lack  
m a rke t characterized cond itions 
th rou gh ou t the p ro v in ce ,”  G a rr i­
son exp la ins.

The P o r tu g u e s e  m erchan t
added: “ I t  wasn’t  a ll good w ith  
the S imbas, b u t they w ere  honest. 
T hey  d id n ’t  rob  and rape lik e  the  
Congolese A rm y .”

G arrison  w rite s  th a t “ A m e ric a n - 
financed Cuban m ercenary  p ilo ts ”  
s tra fed  rebels in  B um ba be fore  its  
recapture . Rebel P resident G benye 
appealed to  N kru m ah , Nasser, 
Ben B e lla , T oure  and others to 
force the U.S. and B e lg iu m  to end 
the a ir  attacks.

“ I  ask you in  a f in a l appeal in  
the nam e o f [P a tr ic e ] Lum um ba, 
i f  you  do no t in te rven e  w ith in  a 
few  hours I  w i l l  adopt a scorched- 
ea rth  p o lic y  and thus the A m e r­
icans and B e lg ians w i l l  f in d  on ly  
a desert,”  he said in  a rad io  mes­
sage broadcast to the  A fr ic a n  
leaders.
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The National Picket Line
R E V I E W S

and

R E P O R T SThe Episcopal Bishop of M ich i­
gan, a m em ber o f a m ed ia tion  
com m ission seeking to end the 17- 
w e e k -o ld  D e t r o i t  newspaper 
s tr ike , p ra c tic a lly  b le w  a b lood 
vessel, b las tin g  the  s tr ik in g  un ions 
at a Nov. 2 news conference.

Said the  R ig h t Rev. R icha rd  S. 
E m rich :

“ They have closed dow n tw o  
papers, dep rived  a la rge  m e tro ­
p o lita n  area o f needed news be­
fo re  an e lection, p u t thousands out 
o f w o rk , and caused a b ig  enough 
mess to  b r in g  in  a M ayo r, a G ov­
e rnor, and even the  P resident, to 
no e ffec t . . . T h is  s tr ik e  has gone 
on long enough, and in  w ays ha rd  
to  measure, has done in ca lcu lab le  
ha rm . S ince the s tr ik e  h u rts  the 
newspapers, th row s  thousands of 
innocen t people ou t o f w o rk , and 
in ju re s  the cause o f good u n io n ­
ism , w h a t in  the  name o f Heaven 
is the  sense o f it? ”

F ro m  tha t, one could o n ly  con­
c luded th a t the P r in t in g  Press­
m en and P aperhandlers m ust be 
ask ing  fo r  the hands o f the  bosses’ 
daughters in  m arriage  o r some 
such con fisca to ry  dem and. The 
R ig h t Reverend had no t a single 
harsh w o rd  to  say about m anage­
m ent, n o r d id  he m en tion  the s im ­
p le  fa c t th a t the  s tr ik e  w o u ld  end 
im m e d ia te ly  i f  the bosses w o u ld  
ju s t  le t  the  m oths ou t o f th e ir  
pocketbooks long enough to  pay 
fo r  t im e -a n d -o n e -h a lf pay fo r  Sat­
u rd a y  n ig h t w o rk  and q u it  t ry in g  
to  ru n  the heav ie r presses w ith o u t 
the  fe w  e x tra  m en req u ire d  to do 
the  e x tra  w o rk .

* * *
The federal government set up 

Teamster President James R. H of-
fa  fo r  a “ ju ry - ta m p e rin g ”  conv ic­
t io n  by  e n lis tin g  an in fo rm e r and 
pa y in g  h im  $1,200 to  supp ly  in ­
fo rm a tio n  about ju ry - ta m p e rin g  
before the t r ia l  in  w h ic h  H o ffa ’s 
a lleged tam pe rin g  took place. T h is  
p o in t is made in  fr ie n d -o f- th e -  
c o u rt b r ie f  f ile d  Nov. 2 by  the  
A m e rica n  C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion  
asking the  S ix th  C irc u it  to  reverse 
H o ffa ’s conv ic tion .

The b r ie f  argues th a t H o ffa ’s 
r ig h t  to  counsel and due process

Weekly Calendar
A D  RATES 

The ra le  fo r  a d v e rt is in g  in th is  c o l­
um n is 40 cents a line . D isp lay  ads are 
$2 a co lum n inch. There is a ten  p er 
c e n t d isco u n t fo r  re g u la r advertise rs. 
A d v e rt is in g  must reach  us by th e  M o n ­
d a y  p r io r  to  th e  d a te  o f p u b lic a tio n .

B O S TO N
TH E  S IN O -S O V IE T  DISPUTE A N D  

TH E  K H R U S H C H E V  OUSTER. Speaker, 
Tom  K erry, e d ito r  o f  the  In te rn a tio n a l 
S o c ia lis t Review. Fri., N ov. 13, 8 p.m . 
295 H u n tin g to n  A ve ., rm . 307. C o n tr ib . 
50c. A usp  M ili ta n t  Lab o r Forum.

•
C H IC A G O  

TH E  M Y T H  O F  A M E R IC A N  LIBER­
A L IS M . Speaker, Jack  Barnes, n a tiona l 
o rga n ize r o f  the  Young S o c ia lis t A l l i ­
ance. Fri., N ov. 13, 8 pm . Debs H a ll, 
302 S C an a l S t. A usp . F rid ay  N ig h t So­
c ia lis t Forum.

•
LOS A N G E LE S  

Theodo re  Edwards presents a M a rx is t 
v iew  o f  th e  news in his b i-w eek ly  ra d io  
co m m en ta ry . Tues., N ov. 10, 6 :45  p.m . 
( re p e a te d  N ov . I I ,  9 a .m .). KPFK-FM  
(90.7 on yo u r d ia l)* * *

TH E D O W N F A L L  O F  K H R U S H C H E V . 
Speaker, M i l t  A lv in , so c ia lis t w r ite r  and 
le c tu re r. Fri., N ov . 13, 8 :30  p.m . 1702 
E. 4 th  St. Ausp. M ili ta n t  L a b o r Forum. 

•
N E W  Y O R K  

H A R V E Y  O 'C O N N E R , a u th o r o f  Rev­
o lu tio n  in S eattle , w ill speak on Revo­
lu t io n  in S e a ttle : A  C h a p te r  in A m e r i­
can Lab o r H is to ry . Fri., N o v . 13, 8 :30 
p .m . 116 U n iv e rs ity  PI. C o n tr ib . $1. 
A usp . M ili ta n t Labo r Forum.

* * *
B O O K  B A Z A A R . Sale s ta rts  a t noon. 

A u c tio n  o f  o u t-o f-p r in t  M a rx is t l ite ra ­
tu re  a t 8 :30  p.m . B u ffe t supper a t 6 
p .m . Party la te r. Sat., N ov . 14. 116
U n iv e rs ity  PI.

was denied by  the governm ent’s 
procedures. The governm ent’s 
ha n d lin g  o f the  case was the d ire c t 
re s p o n s ib ility  o f the then A tto rn ­
ey G eneral, R obert F. Kennedy.

*  *  *

The leadership of the State, 
County and M unicipal Employees,
A F L -C IO  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  re ­
ceived a shock last m on th  w hen 
a n e w ly -fo rm e d , independent u n ­
ion  defeated Loca l 371 o f the 
SCM E in  an e lection fo r  the  r ig h t  
to ba rga in  fo r  several thousand 
p ro fe ss io n a lly -tra in e d  w o rke rs  in  
the  c ity  w e lfa re  departm ent. The 
SCM E re ta ins  ba rga in ing  rig h ts  
over the non-p ro fess iona l w orkers.

The new  un ion , the Social S erv ­
ice Employees, w on in  the great 
m a jo r ity  o f the c ity ’s 37 w e lfa re  
centers, de feating  the A F L -C IO  
un ion  by  a m arg in  o f 1,000 votes 
ou t of a to ta l o f 3,000 cast. The 
m a in  grievance against Loca l 371 
was its  re fusa l to wage an e ffec­
tiv e  f ig h t  to get m anagem ent to 
reduce case loads to a reasonable 
leve l. Federa l standards c a ll fo r  a 
m a x im u m  o f 60 cases pe r case 
w orkers, b u t the average case load 
in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  is over 80. 
W orke rs  com p la in  o f severe pres­
sure, bu reaucra tic  ind iffe re nce , 
and the im p o s s ib ility  o f se rv ic ing  
th e ir  w e lfa re  c lien ts  e ffe c tive ly . 
The SSE —  w h ich  was fo rm ed  by 
rebels fro m  Loca l 371 —  prom ised 
a m il ita n t  f ig h t  on th is  issue.

*  Jfs *

In  a v irtu a lly  unprecedented
case, the A m erican  C iv il L ib e rtie s  
U n ion  has in te rceded on be ha lf o f 
un ion  m em bers su ing o ffice rs  o f 
th e ir  un ion  unde r fede ra l la w  fo r  
a redress o f undem ocra tic  p ro ­
cedures.

The A C L U  file d  a fr ie n d -o f-  
th e -c o u rt b r ie f  w ith  the U.S. S up­
rem e C o u rt in  a case in v o lv in g  
th ree  m em bers o f D is tr ic t 1 o f 
the N a tion a l M a rine  Engineers 
B en e fic ia l Associa tion, A F L -C IO . 
The m em bers com pla in  th a t th e ir  
r ig h t  to nom inate  candidates fo r  
o ffic e  are in fr in g e d  by  M E B A  
ru les w h ich , among o the r th ings, 
re q u ire  th a t o n ly  m em bers w ho  
have p re v io u s ly  served as f u l l ­
tim e, pa id  un ion  o ffice rs  are e l ig i­
b le  to the D is tr ic t presidency.

The A C L U  agrees w ith  the men 
th a t r ig h ts  guaranteed to them  
unde r T it le  IV  o f the La bo r M an ­
agem ent R e po rting  and D isclosure 
A c t o f 1959 are be ing denied. The 
A C L U  b r ie f  was prepared by P ro f. 
Thom as G. S. Christensen o f the 
N ew  Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity  La w  School 
and M e lv in  L . W u lf,  A C L U  legal 
d irec to r.

*  *  *

Paid holidays are tend ing  to  in ­
crease in  U.S. in d u s try  accord ing 
to  the N a tio n a l In d u s tr ia l Con­
ference Board. Some contracts are 
no w  c a llin g  fo r  “ f lo a te r”  pa id  h o li­
days —  p u ttin g  the day o ff  on 
F r id a y  o r M onday to p ro v id e  a 
three-day weekend. M odern  in ­
d u s tria l w o rke rs  s t i l l  have a long 
w a y  to go, how ever, to catch up 
to  the le isu re  a llow ed peasants in  
the  “ n a tu ra l econom y”  o f the  M id ­
dle  Ages, w hen over 100 ho lidays 
a yea r w ith o u t w o rk  were ob­
served.

New York MLF Slates 
Bargain Book Bazaar

N E W  Y O R K  —  B ib lio p h ile s  and 
ju s t p la in  book readers w i l l  f in d  
a v a r ie ty  o f barga ins at the  book 
bazaar to be he ld S a tu rday eve­
n ing , Nov. 14 at the M il ita n t  La bo r 
Forum , 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place.

A lo n g  w ith  a w id e  selection o f 
lo w -p ric e d  general f ic t io n  and 
n o n -f ic t io n  the re  w i l l  be a w ide  
selection o f specia lly  p riced  o u t- 
o f -p r in t  soc ia lis t lite ra tu re .

The books w i l l  go on sale at 12 
noon. A  m od estly -p riced  b u ffe t 
supper w i l l  be served a t 6 p.m. 
and the re  w i l l  be a book auction  
a t 8:30 p.m . A dm iss ion  is free.

History of CIO 
By Art Preis 
Now Available

N EW  Y O R K  —  The long a w a it­
ed book b y  A r t  P reis, L a b o r’s 
G ia n t Step  —  T w e n ty  Years o f the  
C IO , has been pub lished  by  P io-  
neer Pub lishers, and is now  a v a il­
able.

A r t  P re is spent s ix  years in  
w r i t in g  L a b o r’s G ia n t Step  and 30 
years in  a cq u ir in g  the m a te ria l. 
B o rn  in  1911, he attended the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Pennsy lvan ia  and 
O hio  State U n ive rs ity .

In  1933 he helped found  the 
Lucas C oun ty  U nem ployed League 
in  Toledo, O hio, w h ich  g rew  in to  
the  la rgest o rgan iza tion  o f the u n ­
em ployed in  the  coun try . T h ro u g h ­
ou t the  1930s he pa rtic ip a ted  in  
the struggles o f labo r and the 
unem ployed.

In  1940 he jo ine d  the s ta ff of 
The M il ita n t  and became its  la ­
bo r ed ito r. In  th a t capacity  he 
covered the m a jo r s trikes o f 
A m erican  w o rke rs  u n t i l  the  la te  
1950s. P re is  w rite s :

“ I  have the  advantage over 
m any w r ite rs  o f h is to ry . I  can say 
no t o n ly  th a t I  w ro te  hundreds of 
con tem porary  artic les  about the 
events described in  th is  book; I  
can add, in  the case o f m any h is ­
to r ic  la bo r events: ‘ I  was the re .’ ”

Complete History
Th is  538-page book is the  on ly  

fu l l  h is to ry  o f the  C IO . I t  starts 
in  1929 w ith  the G rea t Depression 
and the developm ents w h ic h  led 
to  the  in it ia t io n  o f the  C IO  and 
ends in  1955 w ith  its  m erger w ith  
the A F L .

F o r the f ir s t  tim e  the C IO ’s 
m om entous deve lopm ent is re la ted  
to  the  economic, social and p o lit ­
ic a l course o f m odern A m erica  and 
w o r ld  events.

The lead ing  figu res  o f the 
A m erican  la b o r m ovem ent are 
po rtra ye d  in  a ll th e ir  s trengths 
and weaknesses —  John L . Lew is, 
P h il ip  M u rra y , S idney H illm a n , 
D a v id  D u b in sky , W a lte r R euther 
and m any others —  along w ith  
innum erab le  unnam ed heroes w ho 
fou gh t fo r  the CIO .

5 Indicted for Contempt 
In Harlem Riot Probe

N E W  Y O R K  —  F ive  persons 
w ere  arrested Oct. 27 and charged 
w ith  con tem pt o f the  grand ju r y  
in ve s tig a tin g  the disturbances in  
H a rlem  la s t Ju ly . D is tr ic t  A t to r ­
ney F ra n k  Hogan announced tha t 
the charges stem m ed fro m  the re ­
fusa l o f the f iv e  to  answer ques­
tions on the grounds th a t they 
m ig h t in c r im in a te  themselves.

New  Y o rk  has a la w  ab rogating  
the F if th  A m endm ent in  cases 
w here  w itnesses have been g ra n t­
ed “ im m u n ity ”  fro m  prosecution. 
The la w  has no t ye t been fu l ly  
tested in  the courts. The w itnesses 
w ere  granted “ im m u n ity ”  fro m  
prosecution by  the grand ju ry .

The grand ju r y  w h ich  ques­
tioned  the f iv e  was the same one 
w h ic h  had in d ic te d  W ill ia m  Epton 
o f the Progressive L a b o r M ove­
m en t fo r  advocating “ c r im in a l 
anarchy.”

Those charged w ith  contem pt 
w ere  W ill ia m  M cAdoo, V iv ia n  
Anderson, D av id  Douglas, M ichae l 
C renovich, and N a than ie l B arne tt. 
T hey  each face pena lties o f up 
to  one year in  ja i l  and $500 fine . 
C renovich, pres ident o f an offset- 
p r in t in g  com pany, was also charg­
ed w ith  second degree p e r ju ry  fo r  
deny ing  th a t he kne w  w ith  w hom  
he spoke at the H a rle m  Defense 
C ounc il about a p r in t in g  o rder 
fo r  a poster.

The grand ju r y  attem pted to 
smear the  witnesses, w hen they 
refused to  answer questions, by 
en te ring  in to  the  record questions 
about M o lo tov  cockta ils  and in ­
c item en t to  r io t.

The defendants appeared before 
the  grand ju r y  a t several hearings 
s ta rtin g  in  A ugust.

T H E  V IL L A G E R S  “ H U A S IP U N -
GO.”  By Jorge Icaza. Southern
Illino is  University Press, 1964,
223 PP., $5.95.

P o ve rty  means ugliness, f i l th ,  
ignorance and drunkenness. A n d  in  
the  subhum an oppression o f the  
Ecuador Ind ian s  w here  sickliness 
and hunger are a lm ost constant, 
i t  also means an a lm ost com plete 
hopelessness because an e ffec tive  
re v o lt requ ires  a consciousness 
th a t goes beyond the m ost im m ed­
ia te  problem s.

Jorge Icaza w ro te  th is  g reat 
nove l o f social p ro test 30 years 
ago, and i t  has been trans la ted  
in to  a dozen languages, b u t o n ly  
now  in to  English.

The con d ition  o f the  Ecuador 
In d ia n  has no t changed since the 
nove l was w ritte n . Huge landed 
estates are s t i l l  sold w ith  the 
peons inc luded . T hey  s t i l l  get a 
wage o f o n ly  ten cents a day, 
p lus  a t in y  p lo t on w h ic h  to  g row  
vegetables and —  m aybe —  a 
bonus at the end o f the  year. I t  
is  a lm ost im possib le  to  conceive 
how  a hum an can e x is t unde r 
these cond itions u n t il one reads 
a w o rk  lik e  “ H uasipungo.”

I t  means th a t the  s ta rv in g  In ­
dians w i l l  c ra w l ou t in  the dead 
o f n ig h t to d ig  up  a diseased ox 
the  p a tró n  had fo rced  them  to 
b u ry , because he feared reb e llio n  
i f  the  In d ia n  learned w h a t m eat 
tastes lik e . The ro tte n  m eat s ick­
ened the Ind ians, “ D on ’t  th ro w  up 
the  m eat yet, one In d ia n  to ld  his 
w ife , i t  is a shame to waste i t . ”  
She attem pts to  com ply, and dies 
in  agony.

S im p ly  and c le a rly , Icaza shows 
the In d ia n  caught in  the m id d le  
o f an oppressive tr ia n g le  —  the 
b ig  landow ner, w ho uses h im  as a 
slave, supported by  the w h ip  and 
the  gun o f the lo ca l po lice force, 
and the loca l p ries t w ho c y n ic a lly  
uses the In d ia n ’s ignorance and 
re lig ious  superstitions to keep h im  
in  line . The “ w h ite  fo re ig n e r”  w ith  
m oney to inves t is also there, 
show ing Ecuador’s status as a 
sem i-colonia l coun try .

The cond itions o f the  Ecuador 
In d ia n  no t o n ly  have no t changed 
b u t the y  are no t con fined to Ecua­
dor. In  Peru  today, Ind ians  are 
s t i l l  sold w ith  the  land and they  
s t i l l  w o rk  fo r  ten cents a day. A n d  
in  C h ile  in  1960, “ o f 30,000 new ­
bo rn  in fan ts , 20,000 had died o f 
hunger before reaching one year 
o f age.”

A s in  B. T ra v e n ’s nove l about 
the  m ahogany camps in  M ex ico ’s 
Y uca tan  peninsula, The R ebe llion  
o f the Hanged, the  reb e llio n  o f the 
huasipungueros  is a spontaneous 
act o f despair. Iso la ted  and w ith ­
ou t d irec tio n , i t  is bound to  fa il.  
Icaza’s w o rk , so p o w e rfu l in  its  
s im p le  honesty, is  an appeal to 
the  w o r ld  fo r  a s o lid a r ity  w ith  the 
m ost oppressed —  and fo r  the con­
sciousness necessary fo r  a re v o lu ­
tio n a ry  ove rth row .

—  Della Rossa

C U LTU R E  A G A IN S T  M A N  by 
Jules Henry. Random House, 
1963, 495 PP., $7.95.

Jules H e n ry , professor o f an­
th ropo logy  and sociology at W ash­
in g to n  U n iv e rs ity  in  St. Louis, has 
w r it te n  a v e ry  good, p o w e rfu l and 
courageous book about “ contem ­
p o ra ry  A m erican  c u ltu re  —  its  
economic s tru c tu re  and values, 
and the re la tio n  o f these to  na­
tio n a l character, pa ren t-ch ild  re la ­
tions, teen-age problem s and con­
cerns, the schools, and to em o­
tio n a l b r eakdown, o ld  age and 
w a r.”

A n  il lu m in a tin g  descrip tion  and 
a rad ica l in d ic tm e n t o f how  cap i­
ta lism  d is to rts , degrades and de­
hum anizes people in  th is  country , 
i t  cou ld m ore f i t t in g ly  have been

e n title d  A m erican  C a p ita lis t C u l­
tu re  A ga ins t M an.

N o t th a t H e n ry  is a M a rx is t;  he 
seems to be a hum an ist, in  the  
best sense o f th a t abused w o rd , 
w r i t in g  in  the  tra d it io n  o f T h o r-  
sten Veb len and C. W r ig h t M ills . 
He sees class d iffe rences, b u t no t 
class s trugg le  o r its  outcom e, and 
h is  suggestions fo r  change are 
fe w  and sm all. B u t he is honest, 
unequ ivoca l and acute, and M a rx ­
ists w i l l  agree w ith  m ost o f w h a t 
he w rite s , f in d in g  m uch o f i t ’s 
use fu l fo r  th e ir  ow n w o rk .

F o r th is  reader H e n ry ’s chapters 
on ad ve rtis ing  and schoolroom s 
w ere  the  sharpest, b u t the  w ho le  
book is fasc in a tin g ; on ly  com ple te­
ly  insens itive  people w i l l  no t be 
m oved b y  the chapters on pa ren ­
ta l m is trea tm e n t o f c h ild re n  and 
in s titu t io n a l “ care”  o f o ld  fo lks . 
T h is  is a long book tha t one w ishes 
was longer; a chapter on how  
ca p ita lis t c u ltu re  in fluences and 
shapes race re la tions w o u ld  have 
been m ost welcom e.

G. B.

W A N T E D  —  For Butchery, 
Botchery, Torture and Prem edi­
tated Effrontery: The v a rm in ts  re ­
sponsible fo r  a m ovie  advertised 
as The Threepenny O pera  by  
B re ch t and W e ill,  m ade in  G er­
m any and now  p la y in g  in  the  U.S. 
w ith  crude dubb ing  in  Eng lish . 
T hey  have chopped up th is  g reat 
w o rk , cu t and transposed the 
songs w ith o u t rh ym e  o r reason, 
rem oved o r w a te red  dow n the so­
c ia l c rit ic is m , and rendered i t  
hopelessly d u ll.  A l l  w ho  have ever 
seen, heard o r read the w o rk  in  
any fo rm , even am ateur, are here­
by w a rned  fo r  th e ir  ow n good 
and w e lfa re  no t to see th is  v e r­
sion.

Peking
vs.

Moscow
The Meaning 

O f the G re at Debate
By William F. Warde

The first comprehensive appraisal of 
the Sino-Soviet dispute from a 

Marxist standpoint

50 cents 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N . Y,
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ROUSING EAST COAST YOUTH CONFERENCE

Spirited DeBerry-Shaw Rally Caps Parley
By Robert Shann

N E W  Y O R K , Nov. 1 —  A  h ig h ly  
successful s tuden t conference on 
independent p o lit ic a l action  w ound 
up  a weekend o f a c tiv itie s  here 
today. T he  h ig h lig h t o f the con­
ference, w h ic h  was organized b y  
Y o u th  fo r  D e B e rry  and Shaw, 
was an en thusiastic  S a tu rday n ig h t 
e lec tion  r a l ly  o f ove r 300 people, 
m o s tly  young, fo r  S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  candidates fo r  P resident 
and V ice  P resident, C lif to n  D e­
B e rry  and E dw ard  Shaw.

Besides the  candidates, ra l ly  
speakers w ere  James Shabazz o f 
H a r le m ’s M u s lim  Mosque, Inc.; 
econom ist D r. O tto  N a than ; 
Sharon K rebs ; Freedom  N ow  P a r­
ty  rep resen ta tive  P au l B ou te lle ; 
and R icha rd  Garza, SW P cand i­
da te  fo r  U.S. Senator fro m  New 
Y o rk . O the r speakers scheduled to 
address the  ra l ly  w ere  unab le to 
attend, and sent messages o f sup­
p o r t  to the  conference. S la te r 
K in g , leader o f the  freedom  m ove­
m en t in  A lb a n y , Ga., sent the  
fo llo w in g  le tte r:

“ Dear F riends: A f te r  I  accept­
ed y o u r in v ita t io n  to speak at 
y o u r  conference on independent 
p o lit ic a l action, circum stances 
arose w h ic h  m ake i t  im possib le  
fo r  m e to  attend. B e ing  in vo lve d  
in  the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent here 
in  Georgia, I  have come to sup­
p o r t  the  idea o f no m arriage  of 
Negroes to  e ith e r m a jo r p a rty . I  
w is h  y o u r conference and elec­
t io n  ra l ly  eve ry  success, and I 
re g re t I  w i l l  n o t be ab le to  p a r­
tic ip a te . S incere ly , S la te r K in g .”

M ilto n  H enry , F reedom  N ow  
P a rty  candidate fo r  Congressman 
fro m  M ich ig a n ’s F irs t  D is tr ic t,  has 
been engaged in  a ho t cam paign 
against John  Conyers, w ho  is a 
N egro  ru n n in g  on the  D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  tic ke t. H e n ry  w ire d  the  s tu ­
d e n t conference: “ R egre t th a t im ­
p o rta n t cam paign com m itm ents 
here p re ven t me fro m  be ing w ith  
you . W ish  y o u r conference every 
success and urge the  la rges t pos­
s ib le  p ro test vote fo r  C lif to n  De­
B e rry , f ir s t  N egro candidate fo r  
P res iden t o f the U n ite d  States.”

James Shabazz evoked consider­
ab le  la u g h te r w h e n  h e  com ­
pared the  cam paign o f the tw o  
m a jo r pa rties  to  a “ lo ng  con jo b ”  
and to  “ the  close o f the  sale. 
W hen a shoe salesman asks you 
w h e th e r you w o u ld  lik e  to  w ear 
the m  ou t o r have them  p u t in  a 
box, you are be ing o ffe red  an 
a lte rn a tiv e  close to  the  sale. In  
th is  c o u n try  eve ry  fo u r  years they 
o f fe r  an a lte rn a tiv e  close w h ich  
th e y  ca ll a p re s id en tia l e lection. 
W hen you are asked i f  you l ik e  
Johnson fo r  P res iden t o r G o ld - 
w a te r fo r  P resident, you  are be ing 
o ffe re d  an a lte rn a tive  close.”  
E ith e r  w ay, you get the same b i l l  
o f goods.

Sharon K reb s  was one o f the 
young  people w ho  w e n t to  Cuba 
las t sum m er in  defiance o f the  
State D e pa rtm e n t’s tra v e l ban. 
“ I f  I  had m ore tim e , I  cou ld te ll 
you about Cuba, b u t since I  don’t,

Photo by F iner

James Shabazz

I ’l l  te ll you w h a t F id e l said about 
the U.S. elections. He said th a t the 
choice was between som eth ing 
bad and som eth ing worse. A nd  
th a t ’s w h y  I  am  going to  vo te  fo r 
D e B e rry  and Shaw, w ho  o ffe r  a 
rea l a lte rn a tiv e ,”  she said.

D r. O tto  N athan, w ho  is the e x ­
ecu tor o f A lb e r t  E ins te in ’s estate, 
said th a t “ the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  is the o n ly  p a rty  f ig h tin g  
fo r  socia lism  and against c a p ita l­
ism . I ’m  go ing to  vote fo r  D e­
B e rry  and Shaw and Garza be­
cause th is  is the o n ly  t ic k e t tha t 
gives me an o p p o rtu n ity  to  e x ­
press m y  b e lie f in  socialism .

“ I  w a n t to pro test the  po licy  of 
the U n ite d  States governm ent in  
L a t in  A m erica , Cuba and China. 
I  w a n t to  pro test against the ad­
m in is tra tio n  o f K ennedy and 
Johnson fo r  not be ing fo r  peace,”  
the noted econom ist declared.

P au l B ou te lle , the Freedom  N ow  
P a rty  candidate fo r  state senator 
fro m  the 21st D is tr ic t  in  H a rlem , 
recounted his developm ent fro m  
an E isenhow er suppo rte r to  a re v ­
o lu tio n is t. “ Vote fo r  D e B e rry  and 
Shaw  in  ’64,”  B ou te lle  said. (B o u ­
te lle  is su ing the C ity  o f New  
Y o rk  fo r  $250,000 because police 
preven ted h im  fro m  m ak in g  cam ­
pa ign speeches in  H a rlem , because 
o f an in ju n c tio n  issued a fte r  the 
social upheava l w h ic h  rocked the 
b la ck  ghetto las t sum m er.)

A  te legram  fro m  Rev. A lb e r t  B. 
Cleage J r. was read to the  ra lly . 
Cleage is the  candidate fo r  G ov­
e rnor o f M ich iga n  on the Freedom  
N o w  P a rty  tic ke t. H is message 
was:

“ G reetings to y o u r conference. 
B o th  m a jo r pa rties  have proven 
to a ll Negroes eve ryw here  th a t 
the re  is abso lu te ly  no hope in 
e ith e r the Dem ocrats o r R epub­
licans. T h a t is w h y  the Freedom  
N ow  P a rty  is needed fro m  here 
on —  to  p o lit ic a lly  represent as­
p ira tio n s  o f b lack  people fo r  h u ­
m an d ig n ity . W e are go ing to  stop 
vo tin g  fo r  o u r oppressors. E v e ry ­
th in g  is on ou r side. P ersona lly ,
I  w a n t to  restate m y  suppo rt fo r  
C lif to n  D eB erry , S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a r ly  candidate fo r  P res ident.”

Senate Race
R ichard  Garza po in ted  ou t th a t 

h is  cam paign against R obert K e n ­
nedy and K en ne th  K e a tin g  o ffe red 
vo te rs  a rea l choice to the m ean­
ingless, g u tte r cam paign and p ro ­
gram s o f the tw o  m a jo r parties.

“ The s e n ility  o f th is  decaying 
system  is re flec ted  in  both Joh n ­
son and G o ldw a te r,”  exp la ined  
E dw ard  Shaw, the  SW P v ice - 
p res iden tia l nom inee. “ W e can 
vote  against bo th  the R epublican 
and the D em ocra t expression o f 
th is  s e n ility . I  th in k  G o ldw a te r 
should be defeated —  you can vote 
against h im  and you can vote 
against Johnson, w h o  also should 
be defeated,”  he said, “ by  vo tin g  
fo r  the  SW P candidates.”

C lif to n  D eB erry , p re s id en tia l 
candidate o f the SW P, r ip pe d  in to  
Johnson and G o ldw a te r. “ They

have no t discussed the rea l issues 
of the cam paign —  how  to end 
unem p loym ent, pove rty , racism  
and how  to stop the  d r i f t  tow a rd  
w a r. They have spent a lo t  of 
tim e  ta lk in g  w ith o u t saying an y­
th in g  on these and o ther problem s 
fac in g  the  A m erican  people.”

D e B erry  lashed those “ leaders”  
o f the Negro people, labor, and 
various rad ica ls  w ho lin e d  up  be­
h in d  Johnson. T h is  cam paign has 
separated ou t “ the phonies and 
D r. Thomases,”  he said.

D e B erry  spoke o f the  gains the 
SW P cam paign has made, even 
though the SW P isn ’t  on the b a llo t 
in  m any states and the  vote fo r  
the SW P w i l l  be modest. “ We 
ta lke d  about the  rea l issues. We 
presented the ideas o f socialism , 
and w e p u t fo rw a rd  an a lte rn a tive  
to  the tw o  m a jo r parties, especial­
ly  fo r  young  people.”

E a r lie r  in  the day on Satu rday, 
about 130 young people heard a 
sharp exchange o f v iew s on V ie t­
nam  in  a debate between rep ­
resentatives o f Y ou th  fo r  G o ld ­
w a te r, Y ou th  fo r  Johnson, and 
Y o u th  fo r  D e B e rry  and Shaw. M r. 
J. D u d le y  Devine, 38, spoke fo r  
the  G o ld w a te r group. He was fo r  
a p o lic y  o f “ v ic to ry ”  in  V ie tnam , 
and urged the U.S. to begin guer­
r i l la  operations in  N o rth  V ie tnam .

D evine  pred ic ted  th a t i f  G o ld ­
w a te r w on the e lection, the re  
w o u ld  be a s tep -up  in  the  V ie t­
nam  w ar. “ The same w i l l  happen 
i f  the  Dem ocrats w in ,”  he said. 
“ The Dem ocrats w i l l  have to  fo l-
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lo w  m any o f G o ld w a te r’s stands 
on South V ie tn am .”

“ U nde r present circum stances,”  
D ev ine  declared, “ the  question o f 
p o lit ic a l re fo rm  in  South V ie tn am  
is secondary to w ag ing  the w a r.”  

Bob C la m p itt, a la w y e r, re p ­
resented the  Y oung Dem ocrats. 
C la m p itt was a fou nde r o f the  re ­
fo rm  m ovem ent in  the D em ocra tic  
P a rty , and is a cam paign w o rk e r 
fo r  the Jo h n so n -H u m p h re y -K e n - 
nedy ticke t. Y o u th  fo r  D e B e rry  
and Shaw  p u t up R a lph  L e v itt ,  
fo rm e r s tudent at Ind ian a  U n i­
v e rs ity  and one o f the defendants 
in  the fam ous B lo om in g ton  “ sedi­
t io n ”  case a t IU  las t year.

L e v it t  recounted the h is to ry  of 
V ie tn am  as a co lony o f the  F rench  
and now  o f the U.S., and po in ted 
ou t th a t the V ietnam ese people 
have been fig h tin g  against fo r ­
eign do m in a tion  fo r  a long  tim e. 
The strugg le  against the  U.S. and 
the U .S .-backed ty ra n n ic a l reg im e 
is a con tinu a tio n  o f the f ig h t  o f 
the V ie tnamese fo r  freedom  fro m  
fo re ign  ru le . L e v it t  urged the 
adoption o f a peacefu l fo re ign  
p o licy  by  the U.S. “ The on ly  
fo re ign  troops in  V ie tn am  are 
those o f the  U.S.,”  he said, “ and 
they should be w ith d ra w n  im ­
m ed ia te ly .”

The g re y in g  rep resen ta tive  of 
the Y oung Dem ocrats began b y  
de p lo rin g  bo th  the g u e rr illa  forces 
and the K ha hn  reg im e. H e also 
c ritic ize d  past U.S. p o lic y  in
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Southeast Asia , w h ich  he said 
tended to id e n tify  the  U.S. w ith  
co lon ia lism . “ B u t P resident K e n ­
nedy changed a ll th is ,”  C la m p itt 
m ain ta ined .

The m ost in te res tin g  aspect o f 
the debate was th a t as i t  p ro ­
ceeded, the Johnsonite and G o ld - 
w a te rite  found  m ore and m ore in  
common against L e v it t ’s socia list 
position. The th in g  they  agreed 
upon the m ost was the “ necessity”  
to  keep U.S. troops there, f ig h tin g  
a t a ll costs. “ I  have to  agree w ith  
M r. C la m p itt th a t w e cannot w ith ­
d ra w  ou r troops,”  said G o ld w a te r- 
ite  D ud ley  Devine. T h is  b i-p a r t i-  
san gang-up was q u ite  educa tiona l 
fo r  the audience, w h ic h  was ge n - 
e ra lly  favo ra b le  to the dem and to 
w ith d ra w  U.S. troops and a llo w  
the people o f South V ie tn am  to 
de te rm ine  th e ir  ow n destiny.

The conference was he ld at the 
W oodstock H o te l in  New  Y o rk , 
and was s im ila r  to  tw o  e a r lie r  s tu ­
dent conferences, one in  B erke ley 
C a lif., and one in  D e tro it. The 
th ree  conferences w ere  he ld on the 
las t three consecutive weekends o f 
the  cam paign. S tudents and o ther 
young  people fro m  N ew  Jersey, 
N ew  Y o rk , Pennsylvan ia , M a ry ­
land, Connecticut, Massachusetts 
and W ashington, D.C. came to the 
weekend o f p o lit ic a l discussion. 
A side fro m  those a t the ra lly , 280 
reg istered fo r  a t least one con­
ference session, and 130 reg istered 
fo r  the  e n tire  weekend.

A  to ta l o f 18 colleges w ere  re p ­
resented, in c lu d in g  Boston U n i­
ve rs ity , B ro o k ly n  College, H a rv ­
ard, U n iv e rs ity  o f P ennsylvan ia , 
Yale, M IT , C o lum bia , N Y U , and 
U n iv e rs ity  o f C onnecticut. There 
w ere also students fro m  seven 
h igh  schools.

Modern Slaves
In  a p o w e rfu l and sp ir ite d  ta lk  

e n tit le d  “ T w e n tie th  C entu ry  
S laves,”  James Shabazz acqua in t­
ed a ll these young people w ith  the 
mood th a t is g ro w in g  in  the b lack  
ghettos. Shabazz po in ted ou t th a t 
Negroes are s t i l l  p o lit ic a l slaves, 
despite the E m ancipation  P roc la ­
m ation . H e re jected the te rm  “ sec­
ond-class c itize n ,”  a rg u ing  th a t i f  
Negroes w ere  denied the r ig h ts  
guaranteed to citizens in  the U.S. 
C o nstitu tion , then the y  w e ren ’t  
citizens at a ll, b u t slaves. H o w ­
ever, he added, “ w hen i t  comes to 
ou r ob liga tions to the governm ent 
the re  is no ‘second class.’ There 
is no ‘second-class’ d ra ft  o r ‘sec­
ond-class’ incom e tax . The on ly  
tim e  w e  are no t c itizens is when 
we are on the rece iv in g  end and 
the governm ent is on the g iv in g  
end.”

He re jected any do c trine  w h ich  
teaches th a t w hen “ someone socks 
you in  the ja w , you should tu rn  
the o ther cheek. I t  w o u ld  be be tte r 
to  be id o la to rs  and to  bow  down 
to rocks than  to any such teach­
in g .”  Shabazz excoria ted the “ N e­
gro leaders,”  the “ Negro in te l­
lec tua ls”  w ho  refuse to te l l  the 
t ru th  abou t the Negro ’s cond ition  
to the Negro, and whose o n ly  goal 
is to become accepted by  the w h ite  
ru le rs .

The f ir s t  session o f the  con fe r­
ence began F r id a y  n ig h t w ith  a 
sym posium  on “ The Negro G he tto  
and P o lit ic a l A c tio n .”  Speakers on 
the  pane l w ere Joanne G ra n t o f 
the N a tion a l G ua rd ia n ; S taughton 
L yn d , Y a le  pro fessor and D ire c to r 
o f the M iss iss ipp i F re e d o m . 
Schools; Law rence S tew a rt, SW P 
candidate fo r  U.S. S enator fro m  
N ew  Jersey; M a rio n  B a rry  o f the  
S tudent N o n v io le n t C oo rd ina ting  
C om m ittee ; and Leonard  Sneed o f 
the M u s lim  Mosque, Inc. M il ita n t  
w r i te r  R obe rt Vernon was c h a ir­
man.

In  ad d ition  to the S a tu rday  
n ig h t ra l ly ,  the re  w ere  th ree  con­
ference sessions d u r in g  the day 
S a tu rday  —  the debate on V ie t­
nam , Shabazz’s ta lk , and an ana ly ­
sis o f G o ld w a te rism  and the  d r i f t  
to  the  r ig h t  by  F a rre ll Dobbs. 
Dobbs is the na tio n a l secre ta ry  o f 
the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , and 
was a leader o f the  fam ous 1934 
M inneapo lis  Team ster strikes.

Dobbs exp la ined  the  roo t causes 
o f the  d r i f t  to  the r ig h t  as d e r iv ­
in g  fro m  the ca p ita lis t system, 
and the u lt ra - r ig h t  as a re s u lt o f 
th is  process and no t its  cause. 
A n a lyz in g  the forces beh ind  G o ld ­
w a te r, and e x p la in in g  w h a t fas­
cism  is, Dobbs po in ted  ou t th a t i t  
is erroneous to c a ll G o ld w a te r a 
fascist, and th a t in d isc rim in a te  use 
o f the te rm  fasc is t w i l l  o n ly  con­
fuse people and m ake any f ig h t  in  
the fu tu re  against rea l fascism  m ore 
d if f ic u lt .  He fu r th e r  po in ted  ou t 
th a t fa r  fro m  be ing a b u lw a rk  
against fascism  and the u lt ra ­
r ig h t, the  lib e ra ls  cap itu la te  to  
r ig h t is t  pressure and pave the 
w a y  fo r  the rig h tis ts .

Final Session
T he conference’s f in a l session 

was he ld  Sunday m orn ing . B a rry  
Sheppard, N a tio n a l C ha irm an o f 
the Y oung S ocia lis t A llia n ce , spoke 
on “ H o w  T h is  G enera tion  W il l  
Change Society.”  Sheppard e x ­
p la in ed  the fa ilu re  o f the C om m u­
n is t P a rty , the S oc ia lis t P a rty , the  
la bo r bureaucrats, and the con­
se rva tive  Negro leaders to  break 
w ith  the Dem ocrats. He po in ted  
to the forces represented at the 
conference as those w h ic h  w i l l  
b u ild  a new  leadersh ip  capable o f 
o rgan iz ing  fo r  ye a r-ro u n d  in d e ­
pendent p o lit ic a l ac tion  against 
the ca p ita lis t pow er s truc tu re . The 
u n ion  o f id ea lis tic  you th , N egro 
leaders w ho d id n ’t  ca p itu la te  to 
the pressure to  suppo rt Johnson, 
and class-strugg le tra d itio n s  rep ­
resented by  men lik e  Dobbs, he 
said, w i l l  b u ild  th is  new  leader­
ship.

Sheppard urged the young peo­
p le  present to jo in  the  socia lis t 
m ovem ent and, as a re su lt o f the  
conference, a nu m ber fro m  Bos­
ton, N ew  Y o rk , W ashington, and 
P h ila de lph ia  jo in e d  the  Y oung 
S ocia lis t A llian ce .

SENT MESSAGE. Rev. Albert 
B. Cleage, leader of Michigan 
Freedom Now Party sent mes­
sage to rally  urging support for 
DeBerry.Paul Boutelle
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... Racist Terror in Mississippi

The Socialist Workers Campaign
The n a tio n a l vo te  fo r  the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  p res iden ­

t ia l  t ic k e t w i l l  n o t be a va ila b le  fo r  at least severa l weeks. B a rr in g  
a p leasant su rp rise , the  lik e lih o o d  is, o f course, th a t th e  vo te  w i l l  
be a m odest one. Y e t i t  can be said in  advance o f those re tu rn s  
th a t th e  SW P cam paign was a successful one.

In  a contest w he re  too m any rad ica ls  y ie ld e d  to  the  pressure 
to  accept the  b ig  business candidate, Johnson, as the  “ lesser o f 
tw o  e v ils ,”  th e  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  cam paign m a in ta in e d  th e  v ita l 
t ra d it io n  o f independen t soc ia lis t p o lit ic a l action. In  do ing  so, i t  
o ffe re d  a m e a n in g fu l a lte rn a tiv e  fo r  those opposed to  th e  p ro ­
w a r, w itc h -h u n tin g , ra c is t po lic ies o f the  m a jo r parties.

E q u a lly  im p o rta n t, the  cam paign o ffe re d  young  people the  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  su ppo rt a t ic k e t th a t d id  n o t do v io lence  to  th e ir  
regard  fo r  t r u th ,  m o ra lity  and m e a n in g fu l proposals to  m eet the  
g rea t p rob lem s o f the  day. One o f th e  ou ts ta n d in g  achievem ents 
o f the  cam paign, in  o u r v ie w , was the  g ra t ify in g  n um be r o f young  
people w ho  supported  the  Y o u th  fo r  D e B e rry  and Shaw. The suc­
cess o f th e  s tu d e n t conferences on independen t p o lit ic a l action  
o rgan ized b y  the  com m ittee  was te s tim o n y  to  its  v i ta l i t y  and the 
good a ttendance showed a g ro w in g  in te re s t in  soc ia lis t ideas am ong 
young  people.

F in a lly , w e  th in k  C lif to n  D e B e rry  and E d w a rd  Shaw  —  both 
o f w hom  w ere  con testing  fo r  n a tio n a l o ffice  fo r  the  f i r s t  t im e  -— 
d id  a sp lend id  jo b  and w e extend to  them  a w e ll-e a rn e d  salute.

The B-57s in Vietnam
In  a s tu n n in g  h it -a n d - ru n  a ttack  a w eek ago, a h a n d fu l o f 

d a rin g  V ie tnam ese g u e rr illa s  cost W ash ing ton  a t least 25 m ill io n  
do lla rs . T hey destroyed f iv e  and damaged 15 m ore  B -57  bom bers. 
A cco rd in g  to  G enera l W estm ore land, ch ie f o f U.S. in te rv e n tio n  
forces, the  g u e rr illa s  w ere  a p p a re n tly  us ing  m o rta r a m m u n itio n  
cap tu red  fro m  the  F rench  d u r in g  th e  Indo -C h inese  w a r before 
1954.

T he  con tras t is  iro n ic . On the  one hand, the  lib e ra t io n  fig h te rs  
are us ing  o u t-d a te d  weapons w h ic h  th e y  have cap tu red  ove r the  
course o f th e ir  20 -yea r l ib e ra t io n  s trugg le .

On the  o th e r hand, the  U.S. forces are equ ipped w ith  the  
m ost advanced nu c le a r weapons . . . and B -5 7 ’s a ren ’t  co u n te r­
g u e rr il la  weapons. The B -57  is a lo n g -ra n g e  bom ber equipped 
w ith  heavy nu c le a r bombs, designed fo r  a tta c k in g  in d u s tr ia l cen­
te rs  and la rg e  m il i ta r y  in s ta lla tio n s . T hey are th e  backbone o f the  
S tra te g ic  A i r  Com m and.

The Pentagon s ta tem en t th a t these p lanes had been sent to 
V ie tn a m  on a “ t ra in in g ”  m iss ion  d id n ’t  j ib e  w ith  P res iden t Jo h n ­
son’s f i r s t  re m a rk  —  th a t th e  p lanes w o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  be re ­
placed.

The fact, w h ich  W ash ing ton  can h a rd ly  conceal, is th a t the  
g u e r r il la ’s had a ttacked  a secret SAC  base —  p a rt o f th e  n e tw o rk  
o f U.S. bases su rro u n d in g  the  S ov ie t U n io n  and C hina, fro m  
w h ic h  H -b o m b -b e a r in g  B -57s can be launched  a t a m om en t’s 
no tice  to  w ip e -o u t a ll m a jo r c itie s  in  those countries .

T he g u e rr illa s  p u t the  s p o tlig h t on th e  P en tagon ’s re a l con­
cern in  S outh V ie tn a m  —  th e  cons truc tion  and m ain tenance  o f 
huge je t  bases fo r  use aga inst C hina. U.S. im p e r ia lis m ’s n u m b e r- 
one p r io r i ty  in  V ie tn a m  is to  ho ld  on to  these bases.

T he  s in is te r hand o f the  c o ld -w a rr io rs  was s ta r t l in g ly  exposed 
b y  the  g u e rr il la  a ttack , on the  v e ry  eve o f th e  A m e rica n  e lections—  
a b lo o dy  re m in d e r th a t one o f the  m ost c ru c ia l issues in  w o rld  
p o lit ic s  was n o t even discussed in  th e  cam paign o f th e  tw o  b ig - 
business p a rty  candidates —  the  d isa rm in g  o f th e  U.S. m ilita r is ts .

Score Board
City Quota Paid Percent
St. Lou is $ 100 $ 65 65
C leve land 550 300 55
T w in  C ities 1,200 600 50
Boston 850 404 47
D enver 200 91 45
N ew  Y o rk 4,300 1,866 43
Chicago 1,500 575 38
D e tro it 900 314 35
O ak la nd -B e rke ley 700 233 33
Los Angeles 3,700 911 25
San Francisco 700 167 24
San Diego 400 77 19
C onnecticu t 200 35 18
A lle n to w n 150 20 13
M ilw a u ke e 300 40 13
N e w ark 150 10 7
P h ila de lph ia 200 5 3
Seattle 550 00 00
G eneral 350 78 22

T ota ls  th ro u g h  Nov. 2 $17,000 $5,791 34

(Continued from  Page 1)
found  rags and bottles w h ich  were 
used to set the fire .

In  S un flow er, n ine  Negro teen­
agers, w ho w ere  a tte m p tin g  to 
guard the tear-gassed Freedom  
House, w ere  to ld  b y  po lice Oct.
29 to get o ff the streets o r they 
w ou ld  be shot. The youths, m em ­
bers o f the  S un flo w e r Y ou th  
M ovem ent, had seen a m an t r y ­
in g  to  break in to  the house, and 
severa l cars c ru is in g  around the 
house and a church used fo r  v o te r-  
reg is tra tio n  meetings. They had 
then vo lun teered  to  w a tch  the tw o  
bu ild ings. W hen c iv i l- r ig h ts  w o rk ­
ers called the po lice the y  w ere  to ld  
the  po lice  w o u ld  p ro tec t the F ree­
dom House.

Three days e a rlie r, Bob N ew ell, 
19 -yea r-o ld  COFO w o rke r, was 
beaten at the entrance to  the Sun­
flo w e r C oun ty  Courthouse. N e­
w e ll was accom panying Negroes 
w ho w ere  re g is te rin g  to  vote in ­
side. A n  u n id e n tif ie d  w h ite  m an 
w a lked  up to N ew e ll, punched h im  
several tim es in  the face, knocked 
h im  down, stepped on h im  w h ile  
he was down, and then ra n  o ff. 
D u r in g  the beating, S h e r if f  W . I. 
H o llo w e ll was standing in  the  co r­
r id o rs  o f the courthouse w ith  three 
F B I agents. W hen the in c id e n t was 
reported to In d ian o la  P olice C h ie f 
A le xan der, he rep lie d  th a t i t  was 
county te r r ito ry  and, “ Take i t  to 
the s h e r if f.”

W hen the  in c id e n t was reported 
to  the s h e r i f f  h is com m ent was: 
“ T h is  sounds im possib le . N o one 
w o u ld  t r y  th a t so rt o f th in g  r ig h t 
in  fro n t o f the courthouse.”  T h is  
was the s ix th  in c id e n t o f v io lence. 
O th e r inc idents o f v io lence against 
c iv i l- r ig h ts  w o rke rs  in  S un flow e r 
C oun ty  in  O ctober inc luded  a 
beating, a shooting, a car burned 
and an a ttem pted h it  and run .

T H EIR  K ILLER S S T IL L  FREE. Michael Schwerner (le ft), James 
E. Chaney (center), and Andrew Goodman, the three civil-rights  
workers murdered in Mississippi last July. So far, the govern­
ment has not brought their killers to justice.

The independent C a tho lic  la y  
m agazine Ram parts  has published 
a special issue on the m u rd e r of 
the th ree c iv i l- r ig h ts  w orkers , 
James Chaney, A n d re w  Goodman 
and M ich ae l Schw erner, in  P h ila ­
de lph ia , M ississipp i, las t June. The 
issue contains an a rtic le  in  w h ich  
au tho r Lou is Lo m ax  reports  th a t 
eyewitnesses have id e n tifie d  at 
least s ix  m em bers o f the lyn ch  
mob. Lo m ax  gives a descrip tion  o f 
the m urders  based on eyewitness 
reports  as fo llow s:

“ The frogs and the v a rm in ts  are 
m oan ing in  the bayous. B y  now  
the moon is m id n ig h t h igh . C han­
ey, the Negro o f the  three, is tied

SOCIALIST FUND

to a tree and beaten w ith  chains. 
H is bones snap and his screams 
pierce the s t i l l  m id n ig h t a ir. B u t 
the  screams are soon ended. There 
is no noise now  except fo r  the 
th u d  o f chains c rush ing  flesh —  
and the  crack o f r ib s  and bones.

“ A n d re w  Goodman and M ichae l 
S chw erner look on in  ho rro r. Then 
they break in to  tears over th e ir  
b lack  bro ther.

“  ‘You goddam  n igger love rs !’ 
shouts one o f the mob. ‘W hat do 
you th in k  now ? ’ . . .

Breaks Away
“ S chw erner cracks; he breaks 

fro m  the men w ho are ho ld ing  
them  and rushes tow a rd  the tree 
to aid Chaney. M ichae l Schw erner 
takes no m ore tha n  ten steps be­
fo re  he is subdued and fa lls  to 
the  ground. Then Goodman breaks 
and lunges tow a rd  the fa llen  
S chw erner. He too is w restled  in to  
submission.

“ The th ree  c iv i l- r ig h ts  w o rkers  
are loaded in to  a car and the  f iv e -  
car caravan makes its  w ay tow a rd  
the p re -de te rm ine d  b u r ia l ground. 
Even the m en w ho com m itted  the 
crim es are no t ce rta in  w h e the r 
Chaney is dead w hen they take 
h im  dow n fro m  the tree. B u t to 
m ake sure the y  stop about a m ile  
fro m  the b u r ia l place and f ire  
three shots in to  h im , and one shot 
each in to  the chests o f Goodman 
and S chw erner.”

Lom ax says the names o f the s ix  
lynchers  w ho have been id e n tifie d  
“ cannot now  be revea led”  because 
the y  have n o t been charged w ith  
the crim e. The e d ito r o f R am parts,

You Can Help Train Young Socialists
D ear F riends:

Today I  w a n t to ta lk  abou t the 
resu lts  o f th a t socia lis t educa­
tio n a l p rog ram  w e have w r it te n  so 
m uch about. In  m any a fu n d -d r iv e  
s to ry  I  have stressed the  fac t th a t 
i t  is the  r ig h t  and d u ty  o f a ll 
supporters to  p ro v id e  the  m oney 
necessary to  educate young, n e w ly  
aw aken ing people in  the p rinc ip le s  
o f s c ie n tific  socia lism  and the p ro ­
g ram  o f the Socia lis t W orkers  
P arty .

N ow  I  can p o in t spe c ifica lly  to 
a few  o f those results. The Oct. 
26th issue o f The M il ita n t  ca rried  
a cen ter spread o f p ic tu res  and 
b iograph ies o f SW P state and con­
gressional candidates —  on ly  a 
few  o f w hom  are veterans in  the 
m ovem ent. The rest are a ll young 
people w ho became socialists 
w hen they  w e re  even younger, 
w o rked  ha rd  as ac tiv is ts  in  the 
trad e -u n io n  and N egro m ove­
ments, stud ied ha rd  and listened 
ha rd  to  the  m any lessons to  be 
learned fro m  the  o lde r comrades 
w ho gave so fu l ly  o f th e ir  tim e 
and know ledge to  teach. In  the 
beg inn ing  these young socia lis t 
cand ida tes-to -be  had one th in g  in 
com m on —  some fo rm a l educa­
tion  b u t l i t t le  o r no actua l M a rx ­
is t know ledge o r unders tand ing ; 
and a deep con v ic tio n  th a t cap­
ita lis m  was w o rn  ou t and had to  
go.

The p re s id en tia l t ic k e t —  C l i f ­
ton  D e B e rry  and E dw ard  Shaw —  
is a p rim e  exam ple  o f the  above. 
Each o f them  came in to  the m ove­
m en t as a ve ry  young  m an; each 
took the tools y o u r past c o n tr ib u ­
tions helped to p rov ide, and p u t 
them  to  w o rk . Each came w ith  the 
con v ic tio n  th a t a rea l socia list p ro ­
g ram  he ld  the o n ly  prom ise fo r 
the fu tu re  o f m an k in d  and then 
w e n t to  w o rk  to im p lem e n t th a t 
con v ic tio n  w ith  he know ledge and 
k n o w -h o w  necessary to  c a rry  the 
p rogram  to the  people o f the coun­
try .  They cou ldn ’t  have done i t  
w ith o u t y o u r help.

W e need m any m ore  D eB erry , 
Shaws, Garzas, Davids, Sells, 
G arre tts , S tewarts, Luom as and 
T ap lins . We have m any m ore 
w ith in  ou r ranks, and the re  are 
thousands o f young, po ten tia l 
leaders w hom  we are o n ly  now  
be g inn ing  to reach. Y o u r c o n tr ib u ­
tions in  the  past he lped to educate 
the young people I  have been ta lk ­
in g  about, b u t yo u r c o n trib u tio n  to 
the c u rre n t S ocia lis t Cam paign 
F und  is needed r ig h t  now  fo r  those 
young m en and w om en w ho are 
yet to come to us as a re su lt of 
the e lection cam paign.

Please send y o u r co n trib u tio n  to 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New  Y o rk , 
N .Y. 10003.

M arve l Scholl
N a tion a l F und  D ire c to r

E dw ard  M . K ea ting , says the 
names o f the eyewitnesses are be­
in g  w ith h e ld  also because th e ir  
lives are in  danger.

Lom ax reports  , th a t the death 
site and b u r ia l ground fo r  the 
th ree  c iv i l- r ig h ts  w o rke rs  w ere  
chosen long be fore the y  were 
m urdered, and th a t a fte r  the 
m u rd e r “ the w h ites  in vo lve d  w e n t 
to  a bootlegger, got themselves 
several gallons o f m oonshine and 
proceeded to get d ru n k  and brag 
about the tw o  w h ite  n igger lovers  
and the n igger the y  had ju s t f in ­
ished k i l l in g . ”

“ Despite w h a t [Neshoba Coun­
ty ]  S h e r if f  Rainey, [M iss iss ipp i] 
G overnor Johnson and the tw o  
M iss iss ipp i Senators said,”  reports  
Lom ax, “ w ith in  24 hours a fte r  the  
tr ip le  lynch ing , eve rybody in  the 
county, Negro and w h ite , kne w  
th a t the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  w o rke rs  w ere  
dead. T hey  also knew  w ho  com ­
m itte d  the  crim es.”

The specia l issue o f R am parts, 
e n title d  “ M iss iss ipp i E yew itness,”  
contains o th e r a rtic les  by  experts  
on d iffe re n t aspects o f the case, 
in c lu d in g  one by  D r. D a v id  M . 
Spain w ho  d id  the autopsy on 
Chaney. In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
magazine, D ic k  G regory, w ho 
rushed to  the scene o f the  crim e 
as soon as he heard o f the d is­
appearance o f the three youths, 
describes h is experiences in  w o rk ­
in g  w ith  the  lo ca l Negro popu la ­
tion  and the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  forces in  
uncovering  the facts o f the case.

Federal Laws
The noted c iv i l- r ig h ts  a tto rn ey  

W ill ia m  K u n s tle r  de ta ils  the  fe d ­
era l law s on the books w h ich  are 
no t be ing enforced in  M ississipp i. 
Says K u n s tle r: “ I t  is  tru e  th a t 
M icke y  was shot to  death b y  a 
S ou thern  index  f in g e r cu rled  
around the  tr ig g e r o f a po lice  spe­
c ia l. I t  is eq u a lly  tru e  th a t a l­
m ost everyone in  Neshoba C oun ty  
know s w ho m urde red  h im  and his 
i l l- fa te d  com panions. B u t w h a t is 
not c lear a t a ll is th a t the u l t im ­
ate re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  the  live s  o f 
these th ree  b la m eless young m en —  
and o f so m any others —  m ust rest 
square ly  and d ire c t ly  w ith  the  fe d ­
e ra l governm ent . . .

“ W hen con fron ted  w ith  the u n ­
m is takab le  evidence o f bo th  o f f i ­
c ia l and u n o ff ic ia l v io lence, A t ­
to rne y  G enera l R obert F. K e n ­
nedy cons is ten tly  m a in ta ined  th a t 
the Justice D e pa rtm en t d id  no t 
have the pow er to  do any m ore in  
M iss iss ipp i than i t  was do ing  —  
w h ich  was v e ry  l i t t le .  D u r in g  m y 
t r ip  to  O x fo rd  [th e  t ra in in g  school 
fo r  the  M iss iss ipp i S um m er P ro j­
ect vo lun tee rs ] I  heard John Doar, 
the second-in -com m and o f the  D e­
p a rtm e n t’s C iv il R igh ts  D iv is io n , 
re ite ra te  th is  re fra in  a t one o f the 
o rie n ta tio n  sessions in  Peabody 
H a ll. ‘We s im p ly  do no t have the 
necessary too ls,’ he exp la ined  to  
h is fra n k ly  incredu lous audience, 
‘to cope w ith  the p rob lem .’

“ Y e t as he and his ch ie f w e ll 
knew , there  is an im pos ing  body 
o f e x is ting  la w  w h ich  gives the 
P resident am ple a u th o r ity  to do 
w h a t is necessary to  m ake the  
M agno lia  Jungle, as w r i te r  P.D. 
East ca lls it ,  safe fo r  n o n -ra c is t 
hum an h a b ita tio n .”



Monday, November 9, 1964 THE M IL IT A N T Page F ive

AT NATIONAL GUARDIAN SYMPOSIUM

Left-of-Center Editors Exchange Election-Policy Views
By John Pederson

NEW  Y O R K  —  A n  enthusiastic 
and som ewhat pa rtisan  crow d  of 
500 gathered to hear ed ito rs  o f 
e igh t le ft-o f-c e n te r  pub lica tions 
present th e ir  v iew s on “ The ’64 
E lection  —  and B eyond”  a t a sym ­
posium  sponsored by  the  N ationa l 
G uard ian  last W ednesday evening, 
Oct. 28.

T he pane lists w ere: M . S. A r -  
noni, M in o r ity  o f O ne; Dan W atts  
L ib e ra to r;  James W einste in , S tu­
dies on the L e f t ; George Lavan , 
The M il ita n t ;  M ik e  D av idow , The 
W o rke r; D a v id  D e lling e r, L ib e ra ­
tio n ; and James A ronson, N ationa l 
G uard ian . These pane lis ts  engaged 
in  a liv e ly  discussion re v o lv in g  
m a in ly  around the  question o f in ­
dependent p o lit ic a l action.

For Johnson
A r n on i and D a v idow  un eq u i­

v o ca lly  took the position  tha t 
G o ld w a te r had to be defeated at 
a ll costs —  by v o tin g  fo r  Joh n ­
son. A cco rd in g  to  A rn o n i, G o ld ­
w a te r represents a “ m il i ta r y - in -  
d u s tria l caba l”  headed by  G en­
erals C u rtis  Le M a y  and P ow er 
w h ic h  was responsib le fo r  P res i­
dent K en ne dy ’s assassination and 
whose goal is to  take over the 
governm ent by  any means. A rn o n i 
in fo rm ed  the  audience th a t the 
im m ed ia te  ob jectives o f th is  “ m il i -  
ta ry - in d u s tr ia l ju n ta ”  is to  m a­
neuve r the U.S. in to  a w a r w ith  
N o rth  V ie tn am  and China and 
to  ob ta in  ad d itio n a l funds fro m  
Congress fo r  bom ber developm ent.

D av idow , in  presen ting  the 
v ie w p o in t o f the C om m unis t P a r­
ty , w arned  th a t the  fascist menace 
today in  the U n ite d  States is too 
great fo r  people to  be a rgu ing  
about le sse r-ev ilism  o r w h a t John ­
son w i l l  do some tim e  in  the fu ­
tu re . He argued th a t the R epub­
lican  P a rty  has been cap tured by 
u ltra -re a c tio n a rie s  and in  answer 
to  th is  unprecedent danger the 
broadest co a litio n  since the New 
D eal has grouped its e lf  beh ind

James Aronson

Johnson and the D em ocratic  P a rty  
on an a n ti-G o ld w a te r p rog ram . He 
accused the Socia lis t W orkers  P a r­
ty  o f be ing “ r id ic u lo u s ly  secta rian”  
and to p rove  i t  quoted fro m  an a r ­
tic le  in  The M il ita n t  w h ich  c r i t ­
ic ized Negro leaders w h o  d id  no t 
support candidates independent o f 
the cap ita lis t parties.

George Lavan , m anag ing ed i­
to r  o f The M il ita n t ,  b lam ed the la ­
bor bureaucrats and those rad ica ls  
w ho ins is t on suppo rting  cap ita lis t 
candidates fo r  the “ d r i f t  to  the 
r ig h t ”  in  A m erican  po litics . He 
poin ted ou t th a t the o n ly  w ay th is  
d r i f t  can be ha lted and reversed is 
by independent p o lit ic a l action on 
the p a rt o f the A m erican  w o rk in g  
class. (See speech th is  page)

Dan W atts  o f the b la c k -n a tio n ­
a lis t magazine L ib e ra to r, said tha t 
the decisive question fac ing  th is  
cou n try  is the s u rv iv a l o f the 20 
m il lio n  A m ericans o f A fr ic a n  des­
cent. He cited the long  record o f 
be traya ls  o f the Negro people by 
the la bo r m ovem ent and Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty , conc lud ing  tha t the 
N egro people need an a lte rn a tive  
to  suppo rting  Johnson and the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty . He m entioned

SCEF to Help in Organizing Jobless 
And Underpaid Workers in the South

N E W  O R LEA N S, La. —  The 
board o f the Southern Conference 
E duca tiona l F u n d  (SC EF) has 
voted to  jo in  o ther c iv i l- r ig h ts  
groups in  o rgan iz ing  jobless and 
underpa id  w o rke rs  in  the  South.

Such action has been ta lked  
about as one o f the m a in  a im s of 
the  r ig h ts  m ovem ent since passage 
o f the C iv il R ights A c t o f 1964.

A nnouncem ent o f SCEF’s plan 
to  jo in  in  th is  w o rk  was made by 
Rev. F red  L . S h u ttle sw o rth , p re s i­
dent o f the o rgan iza tion , a fte r  the 
board o f d irec to rs  he ld  its  sem i­
annua l m eeting  here over the 
week-end.

T he board said in  a statem ent: 
“ W orke rs  are be ing p itte d  against 
each o ther by  the  r is in g  unem ­
p loym e n t re su ltin g  fro m  the in ­
creased use o f au tom atic  m ach in ­
e ry . Jobs m ust be fou nd  fo r  these 
w o rke rs  o r they  m ust rece ive a 
re g u la r incom e u n t i l  w o rk  can be 
found  fo r  them .

“ The fede ra l governm ent m ust 
also he lp  to  b ridg e  the c u ltu ra l 
lag re s u lt in g  fro m  po ve rty  and 
poor schools. The S outhern  states 
especia lly  m ust have fed e ra l a id  to 
education.

“ B e tte r schooling is u rg e n tly  
needed to meet the  demands of 
m ore com plex m achines. People 
m ust also be equipped fo r  le isu re ­
tim e  pu rsu its  be ing ra p id ly  crea t­
ed b y  the  techno log ica l re v o lu ­
tion .

“ S tudents should also be g iven 
subsidies and guaranteed incomes 
to  insure  th e ir  tu it io n  in  ju n io r  
colleges and colleges, and to pay 
fo r  th e ir  textbooks. B e ing  a s tu ­
dent m ust be recognized as a f u l l ­
t im e  occupation and pa id  as such.”

The SCEF board also ca lled

as possible a lte rna tives  the evo lv ­
ing  o f a v iab le  economic program  
o f se lf-h e lp  fo r  A m erican  Negroes 
and d is ru p tio n  o f society.

James W einste in , e d ito r o f S tu ­
dies on the L e ft, fe lt  th a t “ the 
le f t  is a lm ost to ta lly  irre le v a n t to 
A m erican  po litics .”  The m ain  rea­
son fo r  th is , accord ing to  h im , is 
th a t “ the  le f t  has no t p u t fo r th  a 
p rogram  w h ich  is re leva n t to the 
A m erican  scene.”  He concluded by 
c a llin g  fo r  a p o lit ic a l in it ia t iv e  o f 
the le ft in  opposition to  w h a t he 
ca lled the “ lib e ra l consensus.”

D a v id  D e llin g e r o f L ib e ra tio n  
a ttacked the concept o f lesser- 
e v ilism  and d ire c tly  excoria ted 
D av idow  and the W o rke r fo r  its  
support o f Johnson. To vo tin g  he 
counterposed n o n -v io le n t d irect 
action.

F red Jerom e, e d ito r o f C h a l­
lenge, presented the v iew s o f the 
Progressive L a b o r M ovem ent. He 
h a rsh ly  c ritic ized  those rad ica ls  
w ho  support the D em ocra tic  P a rty , 
c it in g  the so rry  records o f John ­
son and H u m ph re y  on w a r, c iv i l

upon the fede ra l governm ent to 
f in d  a w a y  to  d ra w  ju ro rs  from  
a ll over the  U.S. fo r  tr ia ls  in v o lv ­
in g  the race question in  the  South.

The board declared: “ Federa l
ju r ie s  in  the South are becom ing 
no torious fo r  th e ir  fa ilu re  to in ­
d ic t o r con v ic t w h ites  accused of 
c rim es against Negroes, and fo r  
th e ir  u n fa il in g  pun ishm en t o f N e­
groes in  cases in v o lv in g  race.

“ T h is  is one coun try . I f  the po­
lice  are lo o k in g  fo r  a person, the 
case extends fro m  bo rde r to b o rd ­
er, bu t i f  a person is then p u t on 
t r ia l  the ju ro rs  are lim ite d  to a 
re la t iv e ly  sm all area around the 
scene o f the tr ia l.  T h is  m ust be 
changed.”

r igh ts , and c iv i l  libe rtie s . In  his 
sum m ary he proposed an im m e ­
d ia te  conference composed, to be­
g in  w ith , o f “ such groups as re n t-  
s tr ik e  com m ittees, ra n k -a n d -f ile  
un ion groups, student peace clubs, 
re form ers, rad ica ls  and re v o lu ­
tionaries  . . .  to p u t w o rk ing -c la ss  
candidates on the b a llo t”  in  the 
next elections. He said i t  wasn’t 
im p o rta n t how  people voted in 
th is  e lection.

The last pane lis t to speak, James 
A ronson o f the  N a tion a l G uard ian , 
began by saying th a t “ co n tra ry  to 
w h a t a lo t o f people th in k , the 
position  o f the N a tion a l G uard ian  
is not a no n -p os itio n .”  He said, 
“ there are tim es when tru e  lead­
e rsh ip  means fo rc in g  people to 
th in k  fo r  them selves.”  A ddressing  
h im se lf to  the ’64 e lection, A ro n ­
son said, “ y o u r o p p o rtu n ity  on 
e lection day is o n ly  a tac tica l one, 
no t one o f p r in c ip le  . . .  The oppor­
tu n ity  o f p r in c ip le  —  and i t  m ay 
be you r last o p p o rtu n ity  —- comes 
im m e d ia te ly  the rea fte r, and i t  w i l l  
come in  he lp ing  to develop w hat

David Dellinger

we have fo r  these 16 long years 
o f p o lit ic a l para lys is  sought to  ad­
vocate: independent p o lit ic a l ac­
tio n  to o ffe r  the  people o f A m e r­
ica a rea l a lte rn a tiv e .”

.............................................................................................................

Lavan: Let’s Eliminate Political Oxcart

Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth

[The following is the text of the 
opening remarks by George Lavan 
at the New York symposium on 
election policy Oct. 28.1

B ackw ard  countries are usua lly  
c ited  as exam ples o f uneven or 
com bined developm ent, w here in  
a c ity  you m ay see, fo r  exam ple, 
an oxca rt w a it in g  beside the  la test 
m odel ca r fo r  the lig h t  to change.

B u t th is  c o u n try  w ith  its  great 
in d u s try  and technology is also an 
exam ple o f uneven developm ent. 
A nd  i t  has its  p o lit ic a l oxcarts. 
T h is  is the on ly  ca p ita lis t cou n try  
w here  there  is no mass p a r ty  of 
the w o rk in g  people —  w here gov­
e rnm en t is com p le te ly  m onopo l­
ized by the ca p ita lis t parties.

O u r tw o  cap ita lis t pa rties c la im  
to  be non-class o r above-classes, 
indeed, to represent a ll classes.

The D em ocra tic  P a rty , fo r  ex ­
am ple, c la im s to represent and 
serve bo th  the  em p loyer and his 
w o rke r, the la n d lo rd  and his te ­
nant, the S ou thern  Negroes and 
the cotton plan te rs, and so fo r th  
and so on.

Big Bandwagon
B u t despite the presence on the 

D em ocratic  bandwagon o f H enry  
Ford  and W a lte r Reuther, o f M a r­
t in  L u th e r  K in g  and Gov. Faubus, 
o f the W orke r  and the Hearst 
press, th is  is a fra u d  on the peo­
ple. N o t the w o rke rs  and the op­
pressed and exp lo ited , b u t the 
ric h  and p o w e rfu l dom inate  and 
con tro l —  are represented and 
served by —- the D em ocra tic  P a r­
ty , as w e ll as by the Republicans.

I t  is th is  fra u d  on the people 
w h ich  is responsib le fo r  the reac­
tio n a ry  p o lit ic a l c lim a te  in  the 
co u n try  —  responsible fo r  the cold 
w a r, the nuc lear th rea t, the  w itc h  
hu n t, a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion  and the 
la ck  o f any re a lly  e ffec tive  laws 
o r enforcem ent to stam p ou t rac ia l 
in eq ua lity .

Labor Party

The absence o f a p a rty  of  the 
w o rk in g  people —  a la bo r pa rty  
o r a m ovem ent fo r  such a p a rty
—  can be charged p r im a r ily  to 
the cow ard ly , c o rru p t la bo r b u ­
reaucracy the un ions are saddled 
w ith . B u t i t  can be charged sec­
o n d a r ily  to the le ft —  o r those 
sectors o f it ,  fo rm e rly  dom inan t
—  w h ich  repea ted ly and doggedly- 
herded the le f t  behind the Dem oc­
ra tic  P a rty ’s candidates and w h ich  
are s t i l l  do ing so.

F o r w h ile  the le f t  by its e lf can­
no t fo rm  a labo r p a rty , i t  can by 
continuous education and a g ita ­
tion  among the w o rke rs  do m uch 
to  create sen tim ent fo r  b u ild in g  
such a pa rty .

Th is  does no t mean g iv in g  l ip -  
service by saying eve ry  now  and
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then th a t “ i t  w ou ld  be nice i f  we 
had a labo r p a rty ,”  o r “ w e fa vo r 
a la bo r p a r ty  som eday”  —  in  the 
fash ion th a t the  socia l-dem ocrats 
used to m ention  socialism  once a 
yea r on h o lid ay  occasions.

I t  means a c tive ly  w o rk in g  fo r 
i t  by  opposing the candidates of 
bo th  ca p ita lis t parties, by  back ing  
a ll independent w o rk ing -c la ss  and 
N egro candidates w ho  ru n  against 
the ca p ita lis t pa rties and by set­
t in g  an exam ple o f independent 
class po litics  by back ing  o r ru n ­
n in g  socia lis t ticke ts.

Basic Premise
Those w ho ca ll themselves le f t ­

ists should re ca ll th a t the basic 
prem ise o f M a rx is m  is the need 
o f independent class po lic ies and 
organ izations o f the w o rke rs  —  in ­
dependent econom ica lly  and p o lit ­
ic a lly . The b ir th  o f the C IO  f in a l­
ly  b ro ug h t such econom ic organ­
iza tion  o f the A m erican  w orke rs ; 
the  crea tion  o f th e ir  ow n p a rty  by  
the  A m erican  w o rke rs  w i l l  end 
com pany un ion ism  in  po litics  and 
le ftis ts  should be w o rk in g  to 
hasten th a t day.

T ha t is w h a t The M il ita n t  and 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  are 
t ry in g  to do. A nd  i t  is prec ise ly  
d u rin g  e lection  cam paigns tha t 
w o rk in g  people are th in k in g  about 
po litics  and are ready to lis te n  to 
argum ents abou t b re ak ing  w ith  
the cap ita lis t pa rties and b u ild in g  
a new w o rk ing -c lass  pa rty .

B u t the  libe ra ls , Com m unists 
and socia l-dem ocrats in  each elec­
tio n  cam paign are b u s ily  pushing 
people tow ards the D em ocratic  
P a rty  and fu rn is h in g  ra tio n a liz a ­

tions fo r  sup po rting  th e ir  m ise r­
able candidates.

W he the r they  em p loy the te rm  
“ lesser e v il”  o r p re tend no t to, 
they a ll te ll the w o rke rs  to  vote 
fo r  it. They say: The D em ocratic  
P a rty  is a lesser e v il than  the 
R epub lican ; Stop the Republicans 
by vo tin g  fo r  y o u -k n o w -w h o ; A  
R epublican a d m in is tra tio n  w o u ld  
be a d isaster w h ile  the Dem ocrats 
w ou ld  be on ly  the usual catas­
trophe.

Changing Status
A d la i Stevenson was a lesser 

e v il tha n  John F. K ennedy (w h o  
in  his tu rn  had been a greater 
e v il than K e fa u v e r ) ; K ennedy 
was a lesser e v il than  Lyn do n  
Johnson (w h o  was then a n ti- la b o r 
and the choice o f the D ix ie c ra ts ) . 
N ow  Johnson is a lesser e v il than  
G o ldw a te r. W ill th is  course to the 
r ig h t  continue?

W ill G o ldw a te r at some p o in t be­
come a lesser e v il to  W elch or 
Sen. Eastland?

A nd  w i l l  proposals to  b u ild  a 
m ovem ent fo r  a la b o r p a r ty  and to 
ru n  socia lis t candidates a lw ays 
meet the in ju n c tio n  fro m  the 
W orke r  tha t now  is no t the tim e, 
tha t the re c u rre n t fo u r-y e a r  em er­
gency is upon us and the c u rre n t 
Republican cand idate  has to  be 
stopped?
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Police Unleash Fierce Attack 
On Students in Puerto Rico

CRISIS IN BOLIVIA

Overthrow of the Paz Regime
N O V . 4 —  Radio news bulletins 

have just announced that Paz Es- 
t ensoro has fled Bolivia.

B y  D ic k  R o b e rts
N O V. 3 —  B o liv ia n  troops o f 

th e  governm ent o f P res iden t V ic ­
to r  Paz Estenssoro fire d  on rebe l­
l in g  t in  m iners  in  O ru ro , 120 
m iles  southeast o f the cap ita l, La  
Paz. A t  the  same tim e, a rm y  
troops m oved against H u an un i, 
abou t 40 m iles  south o f O ruro , and 
began she lling  the c ity ’s ou tsk irts .

A  rad io  sta tion  con tro lled  by  
m ine rs  in  H u a n u n i repo rted  tha t
30 m iners  had a lready been k il le d , 
and m any m ore in ju re d .

Paz, m eanw h ile , m ob ilized  a 
10,000-man em ergency force to 
q u e ll fu r th e r  dem onstra tions by 
u n iv e rs ity  students, fo llo w in g  a 
w ave o f s tudent dem onstra tions in  
s ix  m a jo r cities. D e c la ring  a state 
o f em ergency, Paz w arned  “ sub­
vers ion  is on the m arch .”

The s tudent dem onstra tions 
w e re  sparked w hen po lice in  Co­
chabam ba a ttem pted  to  crush a 
s tuden t pro test in  suppo rt o f h ig h ­
e r wages fo r  teachers a t the  U n i­
v e rs ity  o f San Sim one, Oct. 21. 
F a il in g  to  subdue the dem onstra­
to rs  w ith  tea r gas, the  Cochabam ­
ba cops opened f ire  on the  s tu ­
dents, k i l l in g  a t least tw o.

T h rou gh ou t B o liv ia , students 
tu rn e d  ou t in  mass protests o f the 
Cochabam ba m urders. In  L a  Paz, 
ne a rly  1,000 students w ere a rre s t­
ed and the re  w ere  reports  o f as 
m any as s ix  deaths and over 100 
in ju re d .

R ea liz ing  th a t the s tudent dem ­
onstra to rs  w o u ld  be jo in e d  by  
m il i ta n t  t in  m iners, s h u ttin g  dow n 
B o liv ia ’s key  in d u s try , Paz de­
c la red  a state o f em ergency last 
w eek, and rushed forces to  O ru ro  
w h e re  todays’ f ig h t in g  occurred. 
M ea nw h ile , “ se cu rity ”  po lice  have 
rounded up le ftis ts  th roughou t the 
cou n try .

In  L a  Paz, po lice  ra ided  the

For Soviet Democracy
T he N a tio n a l C om m ittee  o f the 

U n ion  o f C om m unis t S tudents in  
F rance has passed a reso lu tion  
dem anding th a t the circum stances 
o f K h ru sh ch e v ’s ouster be revealed 
p u b lic ly  and in  fu l l  T h e ir  s tate­
m en t said in  p a r t '

“ A  to ta l re tu rn  to  C om m unist 
dem ocracy in  a l l fie lds  constitu tes 
one o f the  e lem en ta ry  cond i­
tions . . . fo r  reso lu tion  o f the 
in te rn a l con trad ic tions  o f the so­
c ia lis t countries  and the problem s 
posed in  the  organ iza tion  o f the 
w o rke rs  m ovem ent.”  T he  debate 
in  the  w o r ld  C om m unis t m ove­
m ent, th e y  said, “ cannot be re ­
solved except by  deepening the 
discussion among the  ranks.”

Castro Hits Bureaucrats
In  a Nov. 1 speech to a trans­

p o rta tio n  Congress, F ide l Castro 
proposed a te n -ye a r freeze on the 
h ir in g  o f state employes to cu t 
do w n  on in e ffic ie n c y  and waste. 
H e  said employes in  o ffices now 
ove rs ta ffed  cou ld  be trans fe rre d  
to  new  offices w h ich  w o u ld  be 
opened as the C uban econom y 
grew . “ T he  trem endous v ice  o f 
bu reaucra tism ,”  he said was one 
o f the  m ost serious prob lem s fac­
in g  the  revo lu tion .

Brazil CP Ousts Prestes
L u is  Carlos Prestes. secretary 

general o f the  B ra z ilia n  C om m u­
n is t P a rty  since the 1930s, was 
deposed at an underground  Cen­
t ra l C om m ittee  m eeting in  R io  
de Jane iro  in  Septem ber, accord­
in g  to  a New  Y o rk  T im es  rep o rt 
o f Oct. 16. He was made “ ho no ra ry  
cha irm an ,”  and the m ore m il ita n t  
3 8 -yea r-o ld  M a rio  A lves was 
nam ed head o f the  pa rty . Prestes 
was accused o f a llo w in g  the p a r­
ty  to be caught o f f  gua rd  by  the 
rea c tio n a ry  coup last A p r i l.  P res-

Price Squeeze 
On Tin

Adding to Bolivia’s political 
and economic troubles of the 
past decade, has been the 
cynical manipulation of the 
world market price of tin by 
the U.S. Under guise of giv­
ing economic aid, Washington 
has been buying Bolivian tin 
at low prices, and stockpiling 
it as a “strategic material.” 
But when the world price hit 
an all-tim e high this month, 
coinciding w ith Bolivia’s po­
litical crisis, the U.S. threat­
ened to sell the reserves, 
drive the price back down, 
prevent Bolivia from gaining 
on the present higher price, 
and incidentally . . . reap the 
profits.

Any wonder Latin Am eri­
cans call the U.S. imperialist?

hom e o f fo rm e r V ice P resident 
Juan Lech in , leader o f the t in  
m in e rs ’ un ion, w ho was in  h id in g . 
H ow ever, the y  seized, beat, and 
ja ile d  L e c h in ’s aide, R o lando R e- 
quena, despite h is c la im  o f p a r lia ­
m en ta ry  im m u n ity .

T he  B o liv ia n  dem onstra tions 
have strong a n ti-A m e ric a n  over 
tones. In  Santa Cruz, yesterday, 
students bu rned  an A m erican  flag , 
destroyed the headquarters o f the 
U n ite d  States In fo rm a tio n  Agency 
and bu rned  the o ffice  o f the  B o- 
liv ia n -A m e r ic a n  C u ltu ra l Center.

F o llo w in g  the exam ple o f c iv i l -  
r ig h ts  f ig h te rs  in  A m erica , La  Paz 
students have threa tened to stage 
a mass “ freedom  m arch ”  on the 
ca p ital, ra l ly in g  a ll a n ti-g o v e rn ­
m en t forces.

B o liv ia n  po litics  have been in  
cris is  fo r  a lm ost a year. In  la te

tes, a long  tim e  S ta lin is t, and m ore 
rece n tly  a K h ru shchev is t, he ld  
th a t p a rlia m e n ta ry  m ethods cou ld 
w in  fo r  socia lism  in  B raz il.

Plan New Paper in Ceylon
The Ceylonese T ro tsky is ts , o rg­

anized in  the L a nka  Sama Samaja 
P a rty  (R e vo lu tio n a ry  S ection), 
are p la n n in g  an E ng lish-language 
p u b lica tio n  to be ca lled New  
S park. The f ir s t  issue is scheduled 
fo r  N ovem ber.

The p a rty  is a lready  p u b lish in g  
a paper, Sam asam ajaya, in  S in ­
halese, the language o f the coun­
t r y ’s m a jo r ity . I t  also publishes 
P u ta ch i [R e v o lu tio n ], in  T am il, 
the  language o f the m in o r ity  o f 
In d ia n  o rig in , begun as a m on th ly , 
now  b i-w eekly.

Venezuela Plans 'Mop-up'
The Le on i governm ent, deeply 

w o rr ie d  over a rise  in  g u e rr illa  
a c tiv itie s  in  Venezuela, has de­
c ided to  “ m o p -u p ”  the  m o u n ta in ­
ous Bocono reg ion in  the state o f 
T ru ji l lo .  I t  has in d is c r im in a te ly  
bom bed zones suspected o f con­
ta in in g  freedom  figh te rs . A nd , 
ta k in g  a page fro m  the  book o f 
the  Sou th  V ietnam ese govern­
m ent, i t  has ordered evacuation o f 
the e n tire  peasant po pu la tion  
fro m  the reg ion.

Agence France Press reported  
fro m  Caracas Oct. 24 th a t the  B o ­
cono g u e rr illa  forces are rum ored 
to  be led  b y  F a b ric io  O jeda, a 
leader in  the 1958 u p ris in g  w h ich  
ove rth re w  d ic ta to r Perez Jimenez. 
O jeda escaped fro m  his ja ile rs  last 
year, a fte r  be ing im prisoned  fo r  
a year on charges o f arm ed re ­
b e llion .

Angolans To Intensify Fight
H olden Roberto, p res iden t of 

A ng o la ’s governm ent in  ex ile , an­
nounced Oct. 23 in  D ar-es-S alaam , 
ca p ita l o f Tangany ika , th a t a

Septem ber, the Paz governm ent 
announced th a t i t  had uncovered a 
p lo t fo r  an im p en d in g  coup and 
ex ile d  33 p o lit ic a l leaders, a rre s t­
in g  m any others. Lech in , the  lead­
e r o f the le f t  w in g  o f the  R e vo lu ­
tio n a ry  N a t i o n a l  M ovem ent 
(M N R ), whose house was ra ided  
yesterday, has p ro ba b ly  been in  
h id in g  since the Septem ber arrests.

In  December, 1963, Le ch in  led 
a pro longed s tr ik e  o f the 25,000- 
s trong  t in  m in e rs ’ un ion dem and­
in g  h igh e r wages. In  the course 
o f the s trike , Paz, w ho  leads the 
M N R ’s r ig h t w in g  seized un ion o f­
fic ia ls  in  La  Paz and im prisoned 
them . Lech in  re ta lia te d  by  seizing 
m in in g  o ffic ia ls  and technic ians, 
in c lu d in g  fo u r Am ericans.

P resident Paz, u t il iz in g  the same 
tactics he is now  appa ren tly  using, 
m ob ilized  a m il it ia  o f B o liv ia n  
peasants to b reak  L e ch in ’s s trike . 
T he  la ck  o f co-o rd ination  and u n i­
f ie d  p rog ram  between B o liv ia n  
peasants and m iners  has been con­
s is ten tly  e xp lo ited  by  P resident 
Paz and h is a n ti- la b o r  gove rn ­
m ent.

F o llo w in g  the Decem ber s trike , 
the M N R  sp lit, and Le ch in  was 
nom ina ted  b y  the  le f t -w in g  of 
M N R  to  ru n  against Paz. H o w ­
ever, a t the  tim e  o f elections, 
Le ch in  and a ll o ther opposition 
candidates w ith d re w  in  pro test o f 
p lans to r ig  the  b a llo tin g  and 
ca lled  fo r  a boycott. Paz was e lect­
ed unopposed.

Since B o liv ia ’s 1952 R evo lu tion , 
the U n ite d  States has c y n ic a lly  
m an ipu la ted  the w o r ld  p rice  o f t in  
to s trang le  B o liv ia n  econom y (See 
b o x ) , w h ile  re fus ing  to extend 
a id  under the so-ca lled A llia n ce  
fo r  Progress. In  1963, the U.S. 
s tipu la ted  th a t B o liv ia  w o u ld  
q u a lify  fo r  a id  in  m odern iz ing  the 
t in  in d u s try , i f  i t  ra ised $800 m il­
lio n  on its  ow n —  20 tim es the 
to ta l o f B o liv ia ’s n o n -m ilita ry  
budget.

“ m assive ons laugh t”  against the 
Portuguese im p e ria lis t ru le rs  is 
p lanned by  A ngo lan gu e rrilla s , 
com m encing w ith  the onset o f the 
ra in y  season.

Fight to Free Mozambique
The strugg le  to  free M ozam bi­

que, the A fr ic a n  colony, fro m  
Portuguese im p e ria lism  has taken 
an ac tive  tu rn  w ith  resum ption  of 
g u e rr il la  w a rfa re . In  D ar-es-S a- 
laam , T angany ika , the M ozam bi­
que L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t (F R E L IM O ) 
announced th a t 20 Portuguese 
troops had been k il le d  and sev­
e ra l w ounded since la te  Septem ­
ber.

On Oct. 23 F R E L IM O  leader 
Eduardo M ondelane announced a 
rebe l governm ent w i l l  p resen tly  
be set up and th a t o n ly  “ excep­
t io n a l c ircum stances”  w o u ld  make 
i t  go in to  exile .

M eanw h ile , the Portuguese have 
assembled 25,000 troops in  the 
colony, m os tly  a long the bo rde r 
w ith  Tangany ika . Savage reprisa ls  
by  these troops against the A f ­
r ica n  popu la tion  have d rive n  
thousands o f refugees across the 
R uvum a r iv e r  in to  T angany ika . 
Im ita t in g  P res iden t Johnson’s con­
duc t in  the  T on k in g  G u lf,  the 
Portuguese g o v e r n m e n t  has 
threa tened to  bom b T angany ika , 
cha rg ing  th a t i t  is to  b lam e fo r  
the lib e ra tio n  struggle.

Change Name to 'Socialist'
The ru l in g  p a rty  o f T un is ia , 

headed by  the w e ll-k n o w n  m od­
erate, H ab id  B ou rgu iba , changed 
its  name a t its  recent congress 
fro m  N eo-D estour to  S ocia lis t 
Destour. B ourgu iba , however, 
made c lear th a t T un is ia n  socialism  
w o u ld  be m oderate. N a tion a liza ­
tions, he said, w i l l  be undertaken  
o n ly  w hen the y  can be shown to 
be p ro fita b le , no t ju s t to  prom ote 
social justice .

A  dem onstra tion  o f hundreds o f 
P ue rto  R ican students organized 
b y  the  Federa tion  o f U n iv e rs ity  
S tudents fo r  I n d e p e n d e n c e  
(F U P I)  was attacked b y  po lice  
on the grounds o f the U n iv e rs ity  
o f P uerto  R ico on Oct. 28. The 
po lice used c lubs and tea r gas 
against students, w h o  defended 
themselves w ith  rocks.

O the r students jo in e d  in  the 
clash, sw e llin g  the  dem onstra to rs ’ 
ranks  to  over 1,000. The cops fire d  
th e ir  guns above the  heads a t the 
students, w o un d in g  several. The 
students succeeded in  o v e rtu rn in g  
and b u rn in g  a t least one o f the 
po lice  cars.

A f te r  tw o  hours o f clashes, a 
la rge  crow d  o f students gathered 
ins ide  the u n iv e rs ity  and was ad­
dressed by  Juan  M a r i Bras, P res i­
dent o f the M ovem en t fo r  P uerto  
R ican Independence (M P I) .

The n e x t day, the  students dem ­
onstra ted outside the  u n iv e rs ity  
and then m arched across San 
Juan to the cap ita l b u ild in g  to 
dem onstra te against the  b ru ta li ty  
o f the po lice the prev ious n igh t.

T he  o rig in a l F U P I dem onstra­
t io n  was in  suppo rt o f the  e lection 
boyco tt organized b y  those w ho 
advocate P ue rto  R ican independ­
ence to p ro test the co lon ia l status 
o f P uerto  Rico. The students also 
dem anded u n iv e rs ity  re fo rm s g iv ­
in g  students m ore independence. 
On the second day, th e ir  signs p ro -

A  new  pam ph le t, The B lack  
G hetto  b y  R obert Vernon, a con­
t r ib u to r  to The M il ita n t ,  has ju s t 
been pub lished b y  P io ne er P ub­
lishers. I t  contains a preface by 
Rev. A lb e r t  B. Cleague, Jr., c h a ir­
m an o f the M ich iga n  Freedom  
N o w  P a rty , and an in tro d u c tio n  
b y  James Shabazz, a spokesman 
fo r  the  H a rlem  M u s lim  Mosque, 
Inc., and an associate o f M a l­
co lm  X .

In  h is preface, Rev. Cleague 
says th a t V ernon  is “ one o f the 
fe w  jo u rn a lis ts  in  A m erica  today 
w ho  undestands the  Negro ’s s tru g ­
gle fo r  ‘FR E E D O M  N O W ’ w e ll 
enough to w r ite  abou t i t  in te l l i ­
g e n tly  and in  depth. He u n d e r­
stands and rad ia tes the w h ite  ho t 
anger o f Negro a rtis ts  w hen they 
clash w ith  the sm ug com placency 
o f w h ite  lib e ra ls  a t a sym posium . 
He no t o n ly  know s th a t the y  are 
angry  —  he know s w h y  they  are 
angry. He understands the  sm old­
e ring  anger o f H a rle m  streets d u r­
in g  the r io ts  . . . T h rough  the eyes 
o f R obert V ernon the r io ts  be­
come m uch m ore than m ere ‘v io l­
ence in  the streets,’ and we can

Socialist Party Leaders 
Oppose Voting Socialist

In  ou r las t issue w e reported  
the stand taken  b y  the various 
rad ica l pa rties  in  the  elections, 
in c lu d in g  the  fa c t th a t e igh t m em ­
bers o f the 17-m an' na tio n a l e x ­
ecu tive  com m ittee  o f the Socia lis t 
P a rty  w ere  sup po rting  Johnson.

Since then the Oct. 15 issue of 
the  S oc ia lis t P a rty  paper, New  
A m erica  has been received. I t  in ­
cludes an e le c tio n -p o licy  e d ito r ia l 
w h ic h  declares:

“ A lth o u g h  the C onvention  [o f  
the  SP] d id  no t name P a rty  can­
didates, i t  decided no t to endorse 
any candidate o f the  m a jo r p a r­
ties. H ow ever, the decisions o f the 
P a rty  w ith  regard to p o lit ic a l ac­
tio n  a llo w  fo r  support by in d iv id ­
ua l m em bers o f candidates o f the 
m a jo r parties, (o r  any o the r p a rty  
w h ic h  is no t C om m unist, T ro ts k y ­
is t o r o therw ise  to ta l ita r ia n ) . ”

In  o the r words, accord ing to  th is  
s tatem ent, S oc ia lis t P a rty  m em ­
bers w ere  free  to  vote fo r  John ­
son o r G o ldw a te r, bu t no t fo r  the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers  nom inee, C l i f ­
ton  D e B e rry  w ho is smeared as a 
T ro ts k y is t “ to ta lita r ia n .”

Juan M ari Bras

tested biased re p o rtin g  on the 
clashes in  the press.

I t  was reported  th a t 9 w ere  in ­
ju re d  in  the clashes and th a t 
e leven w ere  arrested.

N E W  Y O R K  —  a new  social 
c lub  fo r  P ue rto  R icans has been 
opened here. F riends  o f P ue rto  
R ican independence w i l l  be w e l­
come at m any social a ffa irs  to be 
he ld a t it .  The club , ca lled  Casa 
B orinquen , is located near U n ion  
Square at 106 E. 14th St., second 
floo r.

understand w h y  the r io ts  hap­
pened and how  the people f e l t . . . ”

In  the  in tro d u c tio n , Shabazz 
says the a u th o r “ is un ique  in  tw o  
respects: f irs t ,  as a Negro, he has 
approached the ghetto  fro m  the 
ghetto  v ie w p o in t —  a v ie w p o in t so 
ra re ly  expressed, ye t so necessary 
i f  m e a n in g fu l so lu tions are to 
evo lve ; second, he has the a b il i ty  
to trans la te  tha t v ie w p o in t —  the 
v ie w p o in t o f the  p a rtic ip a n t —  
in to  the language and experience 
o f the spectator . . . The a u th e n ti­
c ity  o f h is data can be vouched fo r  
by  any m em ber o f the H a rle m  
com m u n ity . F o r he is no s tranger 
there, b u t can be seen a t ra llie s , 
in te rv ie w in g  the residents o f the  
ghetto  and those w ho c la im  to  lead 
them , o r even ‘h o tfo o tin g ’ i t  a fte r  
a group o f rac ing  teenagers in  
the darkness o f a ‘ra c ia l d is tu rb ­
ance.’ ”

The body o f the pa m ph le t con­
sists o f a series o f a rtic les , w h ich  
appeared in  The M il ita n t ,  in  w h ic h  
V ernon  —  w ho w rite s  w ith  u n ­
usual hum or and percep tion  —  
reports  and analyzes a nu m ber o f 
ty p ic a l discussions and h is to ric  
events w h ic h  took place in  and 
about H a rlem  recen tly . Pub lished 
together here fo r  the f ir s t  tim e, 
the  a rtic les  deal w ith  the ghetto  
v ie w  o f “ in te g ra tio n ”  and “ separ­
a tion ,”  a B la ck  M u s lim  ra lly ,  the 
H a rle m  re n t s tr ike , an a ttack  b y  
the lib e ra l e d ito r o f the New  Y o rk  
Post on M a lco lm  X , the fam ous 
June 15 T ow n  H a ll con fro n ta tio n  
between w h ite  lib e ra ls  and b lack  
a rtis ts  and w rite rs , las t sum m er’s 
social exp los ion  in  H a rlem , and an 
a rtic le  on independent b lack  po­
l i t ic a l pow er.

T he pa m ph le t sells fo r  35 cents 
and m ay be obtained fro m  P ioneer 
Pub lishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
N ew  Y o rk , N ew  Y o rk  10003.

Yours for the Asking
For boob and pamphlets on Cuba, 

the Freedom Now struggle, the labor 

movement, socialist theory, send for 

a free copy of our catalogue.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 

116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.
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Letters  From  O ur Readers
[T h is  column is an open forum 

for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w ill be 
abridged. Writers’ in itia ls  m ill be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for use.]

Khrushchev's Ouster
D enver, Colo.

N ow  th a t M r. K h ru shch ev  got 
the “ bu m ’s ru sh ”  in  Moscow, I  
w o u ld  lik e  to  read w h a t The M i l i ­
ta n t has to say about the new  de-
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10 Years Ago  
In  The M ilita n t
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‘“ L I T T L E  SCO TTSBO RO ’ 
F R A M E -U P  V IC T IM  DO O M ED  
TO  D E A T H  —  W a lte r Lee Irv in ,  
sole s u rv iv o r o f F lo r id a ’s ‘L i t t le  
Scottsboro ' fram e-up has been 
doomed to  d ie  in  the e lec tr ic  cha ir 
d u r in g  the  w eek o f Nov. 8.

“ The s ign ing  o f I r v in ’s death 
w a rra n t b y  A c tin g  G overnor 
Johns is be tra ya l o f a pledge to 
a state-w ide com m ittee  o f F lo rid a  
lib e ra ls  b y  both candidates fo r  
governor. The ‘in fo rm a l’ un de r­
stand ing  was th a t the  Negro 
yo u th ’s death sentence w o u ld  be 
com m uted to  l i fe  im p rison m en t i f  
defenders o f I r v in  re fra in e d  fro m  
ra is in g  the issue o f the  fram e-up 
d u r in g  the race fo r  governor. A c t­
in g  G ove rno r Johns made pu b lic  
the  s e llin g  o f the execution  date 
on Nov. 2 a fte r  the vo tin g  had 
begun.

“ I r v in ,  now  26 years o ld, en­
tered the  death house f iv e  years 
ago. He p re v io u s ly  escaped death 
a t the hands o f a lo o tin g  lyn ch  
m ob w h ic h  k il le d  another de­
fendan t, E rnest Thomas. W hen 
I r v in  and Sam uel Shepherd, con­
dem ned to death by an a ll-w h ite  
ju ry ,  w e re  granted a new  t r ia l  by 
the  U.S. Suprem e C ourt, S h e r if f  
W ill is  M cC a ll tr ie d  to  end the case 
b y  shooting h is  tw o  handcuffed 
prisoners. Shepherd d ied b u t I r v in  
m ira cu lo u s ly  su rv ived .”  —  Nov. 
8, 1954.
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20 Years Ago
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“ M A S S  J IM -C R O W  ‘M U T IN Y ’ 
T R IA L  C O N V IC T S  F IF T Y  
NEG RO  S A ILO R S  —  In  a d rastic  
m ove to  m a in ta in  its  v ic ious jim - 
crow  segregation po licy , a seven- 
m an, go ld -bra id  navy  c o u rt-m a rtia l 
has fou nd  50 Negro sailors g u ilty  
o f ‘m u tin y .’ Penalties m ay range 
fro m  extended prison  sentences 
to  the  m ax im um , death. The v e r­
d ic t was b ro u g h t in  a fte r on ly  45 
m inutes  o f de lib e ra tion  upon the 
conclusion o f 33 days o f con tra d ic ­
to ry  tes tim on y  and sum m ation 
argum ents.

“ The case goes back to  the P o rt 
Chicago disaster, w hen a sh ip be­
ing  loaded w ith  am m u n itio n  b lew  
up, causing the death o f 327 men 
and trem endous damage. The great 
m a jo r ity  o f the  m en w ere  Negro 
sa ilors in  ‘la b o r ba tta lio ns ’ do ing 
longshore w o rk . A l l  the men 
b ro ug h t to  to  t r ia l  w ere in vo lve d  
in  the  tragedy, be ing e ith e r su r­
v ivo rs  o r am ong the squads th a t 
cleaned up the w reckage and 
rem nants o f bodies d ism em bered 
by  the  exp los ion . . .

“ The n a vy  uses Negro la bo r 
gangs ex tens ive ly  in  the San F ra n ­
cisco area to  load ships. They 
usu a lly  w o rk  unde r the d irec tio n  
o f w h ite  o ffice rs . T ra in in g  fo r  
s k ille d  types o f w o rk  is o ften  in ­
s u ffic ie n t. I t  has been po in ted ou t 
th a t the longshorem en’s un ion  
does no t p e rm it m en to w o rk  am ­
m u n itio n  u n t i l  the y  have had f iv e  
years’ experience. Y e t some o f the 
m en a t P o rt Chicago were p u t on 
am m unitio n  a fte r  tw o  o r three 
m onths’ tra in in g .” — N ov. 11, 1944.

ve lopm ents in  the w o r ld ’s s trugg le 
fo r  socialism .

I t  seems to me th a t the  rem ova l 
o f M r. K h rushchev has been a v ic ­
to ry  fo r  the  Chinese C om m unist 
P a rty  leaders. U p  to  now  the 
A m erican  C om m unis t P a rty  has 
fo llow e d  the “ p a r ty  l in e ”  d ic ta ted  
b y  M oscow as the w o rd  o f God. 
A nyone w ho  doesn’t  fo llo w  i t  is 
a renegade o r a tra ito r .

I ’m  v o tin g  fo r  the  Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  candidate fo r  
president.

J.G.

From Veteran Socialist
Vashon, Wash.

I  see by  m y  w ra pp e r th a t m y 
sub needs ren ew ing  and I ’m  going 
to  do ju s t tha t.

I  became acquainted w ith  so­
c ia lis t ideas back in  1892. T h a t 
was w hen the po pu la r e p ithe t \vas 
“ anarch is t.”  Today i t ’s “ com m u­
n is t.”

In  1896 I  began read ing a paper 
pub lished b y  V ic to r  B e rge r in  M i l ­
waukee, the Social D em ocratic  
H era ld , and th a t convinced me tha t 
socia lism  was a sound ph ilosophy.

I  lis tened to Debs in  Seattle  a 
couples o f tim es. He to ld  the au­
diences: The R epub lican p o lit ic ia n  
comes and te lls  you w h a t fine , 
in te llig e n t fo lk s  you are i f  you ’l l  
vote his t ic ke t. He is fo llow e d  by  
the  D em ocrat w ho peddles the 
same story. A nd  I  come to te ll 
you w h a t ignoram uses you are i f  
you vote  fo r  e ith e r one o f them .

W hat Debs said applies today.
I  see there  w i l l  be tw o  socia list 

pa rties ask ing fo r  votes in  W ash­
in g ton  and th a t’s too bad. There  
should be o n ly  one and then they  
m ig h t accom plish som ething.

N o th in g  w o u ld  m ake the Re­
pub lican  and Dem ocrats m ake 
concessions q u icke r than a com ­
bined socia lis t vote o f about s ix  
m illio n . I ’l l  never see i t  fo r  I ’m  
94 years o ld  and th a t w on ’t hap­
pen u n t il the Russians, Chinese 
and Cubans m ake s u ffic ie n t gad­
gets to  sa tis fy  a l l th e ir  people and 
are com petito rs in  the  w o rld  
m arke t.

Yours fo r  socialism .
W.S.

Criticizes Oswald Coverage
Seattle, Wash.

I ’m  an enthusiastic  supporte r of 
The M il ita n t ,  b u t I  have one big  
c r it ic is m  th a t m ust be made.

The M il i ta n t ’s w ho le  approach 
to the K ennedy assassination has 
been v e ry  t im id  and defensive. 
W hen the long -aw a ited  (and 
m uch -he ra ld ed ) W arren  R eport 
came out, you  had an e d ito r ia l 
w h ic h  expressed c r it ic is m  o f the 
weaknesses o f the Report, and 
po in ted ou t the actua l lega l l im ita ­
tions o f such a docum ent. Y o u r 
skep tica l, le ga lis tic  c r it ic is m  fe ll 
fa r  sho rt o f w h a t is requ ired . Con­
s ide ring  the m agnitude o f the 
c rim e  investiga ted ; the con tra d ic ­
to ry  and m ysterious facts su r­
rou nd ing  the case; and the estab­
lishm en t, w ith  m uch ba llyhoo , o f 
a com m ission of em inent big-shots 
fro m  the ca p ita lis t p o lit ic a l s truc ­
tu re , the W arren  R eport is  a 
shabby, irrespons ib le  docum ent, 
the rea l purpose o f w h ich  is to 
shu t up the  skeptics w ith o u t an­
sw ering  any questions. I t  should 
be characterized fo r  w h a t i t  is: a 
m onstrous w h itew ash.

The M il i ta n t  has seemed h ig h ly  
re lu c ta n t to do w h a t m ost o ther 
le f t -w in g  pu b lica tions  d id  in s tin c ­
t iv e ly , as th e ir  n a tu ra l d u ty  to 
th e ir  readers —  expose the fra m e - 
up o f O swald, expose the W arren  
w h itew ash , and ask the  big, u n ­
answered question o f ou r day: 
W ho k il le d  Kennedy? Anyone 
fa m il ia r  w ith  the case know s th a t

O sw ald was fram ed  b y  the  Da llas 
P o lice  D ep ’t  and the F B I (and the 
press), and th a t the W arren  C om ­
m ission is p u ttin g  its  seal o f ap­
p ro v a l on th is  fra m e -u p  in  o rder 
to p re ven t a fu l l  investiga tion . 
T h a t’s the  purpose fo r  w h ic h  i t  
was established. The A m erican  
people have the r ig h t  to ask, 
“ W hy? ”

There  is a p o s s ib ility  —  no, a 
lik e lih o o d  —  th a t h igh -ra nk ing  
people in  the governm ent w ere in ­
vo lved  in  K en ne dy ’s m u rd e r. We 
have no idea w h a t m om entous, 
behind-the-scenes developm ents 
the assassination m ay be on ly  an 
ou tw a rd  m an ifes ta tion  of, o r a 
p re lude to. I t  m ay have some re la ­
t io n  to  the  r ig h t-w in g  coup in  the 
R epub lican P a rty . I t  m ay a ffec t 
ou r in te rn a tio n a l re la tio ns  fa r  
m ore than  a m ere change in  the 
a d m in is tra tio n  could.

The “ E stab lishm ent”  —  F B I, 
D a llas Police, press, rad io , “ in ­
fo rm an ts ”  o r “ sources”  “ close to ”  
the W arren  Com m ission —  have 
been using the techn ique o f the 
B ig  L ie , a fo rm  o f b ra inw ash ing . 
They have repeated, tim e  a fte r 
tim e, the m onotonous fo rm u la , 
“ O sw ald d id  it ,  he d id  i t  alone; 
the re  was no conspiracy, le f t  or 
r ig h t . ”  U sing the  W arren  R eport 
as an exc lam a tion  po in t, the y  are 
a tte m p tin g  to  m ake people be lieve, 
in  con tra d ic tion  to the actual 
evidence, th a t Lee H . O swald 
m urdered  John F. Kennedy, u n ­
aided. The voices o f opposition can 
scarcely be heard above the chan t­
ing.

We m ust cons tan tly  counter the 
B ig  L ie  w ith  questions: “ Was Os­
w a ld  a C IA  a n d /o r F B I agent?”  
“ W h y  d id  the F B I te l l  m illio n a ire  
H. L . H u n t to  leave D a llas  sho rtly  
a fte r  the assassination?”  “ W h ich  
rig h t-w in g  groups in  D a llas  ac tu a l­
ly  advocate p o lit ic a l assassina­

tio n ? ”  “ W ha t about th a t m eeting  
R uby was a t w ith  T ip p it,  W eiss- 
m an, and (so some sources say) 
a Texas o il m illio n a ire ? ”  etc., etc. 
B u t, m ost im p o rta n t o f a ll:  “ W ho 
k il le d  Kennedy?”

We m ust dem and p u b lica tio n  o f 
a ll m a te ria l the  W arren  Com m is­
sion has gathered. W e m ust g ive 
a id  and p u b lic ity  to  the  C itize n ’s 
Com m ission o f In q u iry .  A  paper 
th a t fa ils  to  do these th ings  is no t 
fu l f i l l in g  its  ob lig a tio n  to its  read­
ers.

R.V.G.

Not to Liking of Liberals
St. A lbens, N .Y.

The fo llo w in g  is a le tte r  w h ich  
the loca l Negro and w h ite  “ l ib ­
e ra l”  papers w o u ld  no t p r in t :

To p u t i t  m ild ly ,  I  am d isap­
po in ted. I  w o u ld  th in k  th a t the 
Negro press and the w h ite  lib e ra l 
press could f in d  the  space —  
am ong its  re p o rtin g  o f social a f­
fa irs , o f the resu lts  o f spo rting  
events, o f the p laq u e -a w a rd in g  
and token appo intm ents o f the 
po litic ian s , and o f the ex tensive 
m on e ta ry  and m il i ta r y  a id  w h ich  
w e  Send to Europe —  to  re p o rt 
on its  f ro n t  pages, and m a in ta in  
each w eek a chrono logy and a box 
score o f the bom bings o f Negro 
churches and homes, the  w anton  
m urde rs  o f b lack  A m ericans, and 
the  r i f le  and shotgun a ttacks on 
ou r people by  the  w h ites  “ dow n 
S ou th ”  in  M iss iss ipp i, Georgia, etc., 
and “ up South”  in  N ew  Y o rk , 
D e tro it, Hem pstead, C am bria  
H eights, P h ila de lph ia , St. Louis, 
etc. A t  the tim e  o f th is  w r it in g , 
the la test reported  bom bings and 
shotgun a ttacks occu rred in  V ic k s ­
b u rg  and M e rid ia n , M ississipp i.

Since y o u r m iddle-class, lite ra te  
readers “ w o u ld  ra th e r w r i te  than 
f ig h t ”  fo r  th e ir  hum an d ig n ity  and

e q u a lity  o f o p p o rtu n ity , the least 
you  cou ld  do w o u ld  be to  keep 
be fo re  them  the  chrono logy and 
box score, and urge y o u r readers 
to  D E M A N D  th a t the  governm ent 
d iv e r t  some o f o u r fo re ign  m il i ta r y  
assistance fro m  overseas destina­
tions to  o u r ow n  shores fo r  use 
b y  b lack  A m erican  citizens i n  
those areas o f U .S.A. w here  loca l, 
state, and fede ra l au th o ritie s  w i l l  
no t g ra n t them  p ro te c tion  fro m  the  
v ic ious, b ru ta l, rac is t attacks.

I t  is u n fo rg iv a b le  b lo t upon the  
consciences o f Negro pub lishe rs  
and o f th e ir  w h ite  lib e ra l contem ­
poraries  th a t they have, by  de­
gree, trea ted these m a tte rs  so 
l ig h t ly .  Y ou  have been v e ry  q u ic k  
to  p rove  y o u r “ wh iteness”  to  earn 
“ a cce p ta b ility ”  b y  a u n w a rra n te d  
b lanke t condem nation o f the  
“ Freedom  F ig h te rs ”  o f H a rlem , 
B ro o k lyn , Rochester, N e w ark , and 
P h ila d e lp h ia ; and have ra th e r 
s tud ious ly  avo ided any pro longed 
com m ents o r dem ands fo r  the p ro ­
tec tion  o f o u r A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  
citizens.

I  rea lize  fu l ly  th a t th e ir  de­
m ands fo r  gove rnm en ta l p ro tec­
t io n  w i l l  be as fu t i le  as the  plea 
b y  D r. M . L . K in g  to  the consci­
ence (???) o f W h ite  A m erica , —  
however, i t  is  h igh  tim e  th a t they  
le a rn  th is  fa c t and rea lize  they  
m ust co-operate jo in t ly  in  the com ­
m on ob jec tive  o f se lf p ro te c tion  
and su rv iv a l.

I  tru s t th a t I  have w r itte n  
th is  le tte r  in  the “ acceptable, 
m oderate responsible, m id d le -  
class, don ’t-a n ta g o n iz e -o u r-w h ite - 
fr ie n d s ”  tone so you can p r in t  i t  
w ith o u t upse tting  the  “ reasonable”  
posture o f y o u r newspaper.

Umkonto Pogo
Executive Director,
A fro-A m erican  Economic
Development Center

It Was Reported in the Press
Junior Politics —  W e heard the 

fo llo w in g  e lec tion -eve  discussion 
between a group o f N ew  Y o rk  
youngsters about e igh t to  ten years 
old. F irs t  youngste r ( in  a s lig h tly  
awed to n e ) : “ Do you kno w  the re ’s 
a Negro ru n n in g  fo r  p res ident?”  
Second youngster (e q u a lly  aw ed): 
“ Yeah? In  w h a t cou n try? ”  F irs t 
youngsters: “ R ig h t here! In  th is  
c o u n try !”  T h ird  youngster: “ Y ou 
mean Johnson’s a Negro?”  F irs t  
youngster: “ No, the re ’s another
p a r ty  run n ing , th e y ’re ru n n in g  a 
Negro. I t ’s ca lled  the  S ocia lis t —  
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .”  The 
f ir s t  youngste r was, how ever, 
som ewhat dubious o f the  S W P ’s 
prospects. He fu r th e r  reported to 
h is  frien ds : “ Do you know , th is  
p a rty  had another candidate. He 
ra n  fo u r  tim es and never w on

The Free Enterprisers —  A  bus i­
ness spokesman com pla ined th a t 
too m any companies p re fe r stea l­
in g  th e ir  com petito rs ’ p roducts to 
deve lop ing th e ir  own. H a rvey  
S m ith  to ld  an A m erican  M a rk e t­
in g  Association ga the ring  tha t: 
“ In d u s tr ia l spy ing  . . .  is d e b ilita t­
in g  the crea tive  research o r ig in a l­
i t y  o f m any business f irm s .”  I n ­
c luded in  the  arsenal o f in d u s tr ia l 
spies, he said, are he licopters, 
m atchbox cameras, long -range  
telescopes, dup lica ted  o ffice  keys, 
w astebasket-re fuse p u r c h a s e ,  
b r ib e ry , b la c k m a il and th e ft. M r. 
S m ith  urged businessmen to  fo l­
lo w  the  G olden Rule.

Calm Down —  A  recent m ed- 
ic a l- jo u rn a l d ru g  ad shows a doc­
to r  ta lk in g  to  a fe llo w  w ho  looks 
lik e  an average w o rk in g  s t i f f  a fte r

a rough e igh t hours, on the job. 
The p a tien t is exp la in in g : “ T ro u ­
b le  is I  don ’t  see any w a y  out. 
I ’m  a t a dead end on th is  jo b  
and w ith  the  k ids  and a ll I  can’t 
s ta rt over now  le a rn in g  ano the r.”  
The so lu tion  to  the p rob lem , ac­
co rd ing  to the ad, is s im p le : 
“ W hen you recognize depression 
and a n x ie ty  traceable to  an em o­
t io n a lly  charged s itua tion  . . . s ta rt 
the p a tie n t on D e p ro l.”

The Pollsters —  Phony p o ll-  
takers w ere n e a rly  as p re va len t 
d u rin g  the cam paign as rea l ones. 
A  survey o f several thousand peo­
p le  showed 24 per cent had been 
approached by  “ in te rv ie w e rs ”  w ho 
tu rne d  ou t to  be salesman as 
against 29 pe r cent w ho w ere  in ­
te rv iew ed  by le g itim a te  research­
ers.

14% Meat? —  The N ew  Y o rk  
D a ily  News reports : “ N o t even 
the lo w ly  b u t po pu la r ho t dog is 
safe fro m  the  a d u lte ra tin g  hands 
o f the g e t-r ic h -q u ic k .”  T hree  New  
Y o rk  packers have  been accused

o f us ing an excessive am ount o f 
“ extenders”  such as cereal, s tarch 
and d ry  m ilk  —  as m uch as 14 
pe r cent. A t  th is  la te  date we f in d  
i t  ha rd  to  get in d ig na n t. W e have 
n o t eaten an honest-to-god , u n ­
adu lte ra ted  ho t dog since c h ild ­
hood. I f  c ity  au th o ritie s  w ere  con­
cerned abou t “ excessive”  use o f 
“ extenders,”  they w o u ld n ’ t  p e rm it 
any. As fa r  as th a t 14 pe r cent 
f ig u re  is concerned —  we tho ugh t 
the  packers fo llow e d  the prac tice  
o f the res tau ran t opera to r w ho  p u t 
equal am ounts o f horse m eat and 
ra b b it  in  h is “ ra b b it”  stew , one 
horse to one ra b b it.

Note to U.S. Farmers —  Austra­
l ia  ju s t sold C h ina 56 m il l io n  
bushels o f w heat fo r  an estim ated 
$90 m illio n .

And A nti-Senile  —  W e are in ­
debted to  The R ealis t fo r  the in ­
fo rm a tio n  th a t Vogue’s m ov ie  c r i t ­
ic  characterized the  B ea tle ’s f i lm , 
“ A  H a rd  D a y ’s N ig h t”  as “ v ic ious­
ly  p ro -y o u th .”

Thought fo r the Week
“ I ’m  no t sure w h e the r I  should be congra tu la ted  o r o ffe re d  con­

dolences . . .’’— T ra n  V an  Huong, p re m ie r o f the  new  South  V ie tn am  
“ c iv i l ia n ”  reg im e in s ta lle d  b y  the  m il i ta ry  ju n ta  there.

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of th>a Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant for $1. ($1.50 
outside of the U.S.)

Name

Street Zone

City State

Send to The Militant, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.
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W HY SOME GM STRIKERS ARE STILL OUT

D E T R O IT , Oct. 28 —  R ichard  
T. D av id , S ocia lis t W orkers  P a r­
ty  candidate fo r  Congress fro m  the 
13th D is tr ic t,  lashed ou t today at 
la w -en fo rcem e n t practices here. 
The A la ba m a-bo rn  N egro auto 
w o rk e r said, “ F ive  o f m y sup po rt­
ers and I  were p icked up S a tu r­
day m orn ing  in  fro n t o f m y cam ­
paign headquarters by ‘D e tro it ’s 
f in e s t’ in  as c lear an instance of 
ra c ia l and p o lit ic a l harassm ent 
th a t I have ye t seen.”

D av id  and R obert C. H igg ins, a 
17 -yea r-o ld  Negro h igh -schoo l 
student, have been charged w ith  
assault and ba tte ry . D a v id  has also 
been charged w ith  m alic ious de­
s tru c tio n  o f p ro pe rty . T h r e e  
w h ites, D orothea B re itm a n , E d­
w a rd  D ’Angelo, 18, and D an ie l 
Rosenshine, 20, have been charged 
w ith  in te rfe rence  w ith  an o ffice r. 
C o u rt exam ina tions have been set 
fo r  Nov. 5 fo r  the th ree  w h ites  and 
Nov. 10 fo r  D a v id  and H iggins.

The in c ide n t lead ing  to the a r­
rests took place a t 2:30 a.m. Oct. 
24. D a v id  and D orothea B re itm a n  
w ere s it t in g  in  a car in  fro n t o f 
the  SW P headquarters at 3737 
W oodw ard, w a it in g  fo r  Robert 
H igg ins  to emerge fro m  the b u ild ­
ing.

A t  th a t tim e, says D av id , “ Tw o 
w h ite  men, w ho  tu rned  ou t to be 
po licem en in  p la in  clothes, passed 
the car, c a llin g  M rs. B re itm a n  a 
‘n igger lo ve r.’ I  jum ped  fro m  the 
car and a physica l scu ffle  ensued, 
the tw o  men not hav ing  id e n tifie d  
them selves as po lice  o ffice rs . M rs. 
B re itm a n  tr ie d  to in tercede to stop 
the a lte rca tio n  and was knocked to 
the ground. R obert H igg ins  came 
ou t o f the headquarters and saw 
the  tw o  men, a p pa ren tly  hooligans, 
f ig h t in g  w ith  me, h is congres­
s iona l candidate. Y oung H iggins 
also in te rceded p u llin g  one o f the 
men o f f  o f me. T h is  man, seeing 
h im se lf in  the pos ition  o f hav ing  
to  contend w ith  someone on a one- 
to-one basis, q u ic k ly  flashed a po­
lice  badge. T h is was the f ir s t  tim e  
e ith e r o f them  had id e n tifie d  
themselves as po lice o ffice rs , and 
a t th is  tim e  I  s t i l l  d id  no t know  it .  
B y  th is  tim e  un ifo rm e d  o ffice rs  
had a rrived . As the  cops were 
p u ttin g  handcu ffs  on me, I  was 
s tru ck  in  the face w ith  a fla sh ­
l ig h t  and g iven a choke ho ld  tha t 
a lm ost made me b lack  out. Since 
then I  have received hosp ita l 
trea tm en t fo r  these in ju r ie s .”

W ith in  mom ents, tw o  Y oung So­
c ia lis ts , D an ie l Rosenshine and 
E dw ard  D ’A ngelo, w ere  placed 
unde r a rres t w ith  the others. A c ­
co rd ing  to Rosenshine, “ I  m ere ly  
in q u ire d  o f the o ffice rs  w h e the r 
R obert H igg ins  and Dorothea 
B re itm a n , co -w orke rs  and pe r­
sonal frien ds  o f m ine, were under 
arrest. One o f the o ffice rs  an-

Report from a Calif. Auto Assembly Plant

Richard David

swered w ith  ve ry  s trong language 
in d ic a tin g  th a t I  should m in d  m y 
ow n business. I  then, in  a m od­
erate tone, asked fo r  the o ff ic e r ’s 
badge num be r so th a t I  w ou ld  be 
able to  fo llo w  up p ro p e rly  at the 
po lice station. I  was im m e d ia te ly  
placed unde r arrest. So was E d­
w a rd  D ’Angelo, w ho stand ing by 
m y  side, and had no t said a w o rd .”  

James G r if f in ,  17, was also a r ­
rested on the charge o f in te r fe r ­
in g  w ith  the police. A cco rd in g  to 
G r i f f in , '  he was s tand ing on the 
s idew a lk  w a tch in g  the in c id e n t 
w hen he was recognized b y  an o f­
f ic e r w ho  had p re v io us ly  picked 
h im  up fo r  passing ou t socia lis t 
cam paign lite ra tu re  to h igh-schoo l 
students. The prosecutor has since 
dropped the charges against G r if ­
f in .

The defendants state th a t they 
were subjected to ra c ia l in su lts  on 
the w ay to  the po lice sta tion. G r if ­
f in , D ’A nge lo  and Rosenshine 
c la im  tha t they w ere  to ld  by an 
o ffice r, “ Y ou guys sound worse 
than those niggers, ta lk in g  about 
po lice b ru ta li ty  a l l o f the tim e .”  

A t  the sta tion, D a v id  learned 
th a t he was to be charged w ith  
m a lic ious destruc tion  o f p rope rty . 
He was accused o f b reak ing  the 
w in d o w  o f a po licem an’s p riva te  
car w ith  h is f is t  In  his statem ent, 
D a v id  says, “ I f  th is  charge were 
true  the re  w ou ld  be cuts o r bruises 
on m y hands. There  are no t.”  

D av id  w e n t on, “ charges such as 
‘assault and b a tte ry ’ and ‘in te r ­
fe r in g  w ith  an o ff ic e r ’ sound ve ry  
im posing to a person w ho has been 
educated to  th in k  tha t po licem en 
are pro tecto rs  o f the  people’s w e l­
fare. M y  education in  l i fe  is tha t 
the po lice b reak m ore law s than 
the people they p ic k  up, especia lly 
w here  Negroes are concerned. In  
th is  case, the  po lice have lied , 
s ta tin g  th a t I  a ttacked them  be­
cause I  ‘hate a ll w h ites .’ ”

A l l  f iv e  defendants w i l l  be de­
fended by  M ilto n  H enry , p ro m i­
nent c iv i l- r ig h ts  a tto rney  and 
fo rm e r P on tiac c ity  councilm an. 
H e n ry  is c u rre n tly  the Freedom  
Now  P a rty  candidate in  the 1st 
Congressional d is tr ic t.

On Oct. 28, D a v id  sent Congress­
man Charles C. Diggs J r., h is con­
gressional opponent, a te legram  
requesting  D iggs’ in te rve n tio n  in  
the case. The te legram  read, in  
pa rt, “ I  dem and tha t you in v e s ti­
gate th is  in c ide n t in  yo u r d is tr ic t. 
Issue a sta tem ent against po lice  
b ru ta lity  in  general and th is  case 
in  p a rtic u la r. The fac t tha t I, a 
candidate fo r  pu b lic  o ffice , was 
attacked shows tha t no Negro is 
exem pt. P lans are be ing made fo r  
fo rm a l com p la in ts  to  M ich igan  
C iv il R ights Com m ission and Po­
lice  Com m issioner G ira rd in . Re­
quest th a t you be co-com p la in tan t 
and a c tive ly  in te rven e .”

Congressman Diggs rep lied  by 
te legram  n e x t day: “ Please n o tify  
me w here  and w ith  w hom  you 
have f ile d  com p la in t and I  w i l l  
investiga te .”

O A K L A N D , C a lif. —  The G M  
w o rke rs  have voted to  accept the 
na tion a l con tract and end the  na ­
tio n a l G M  s trike , b u t m ost o f the 
assem bly p lan ts  voted to stay out 
fo r  “ loca l dem ands.”  I t  m ay he lp 
you to  understand the s itua tion  i f  
you get a p ic tu re  o f w h a t was 
p ro ba b ly  a p re tty  ty p ic a l ra t if ic a  
tio n  m eeting a t one o f the  assem­
b ly  p lan ts —  U n ited  A u to  W o rk ­
ers Loca l 1364 at the  BO P (B u ic k , 
O ldsm obile, P on tiac) p la n t in  
F rem ont, an in d u s tr ia l tow n  near 
here.

T h is  p a rtic u la r  p la n t —  w ith
4.100 w o rke rs  —  has been in  op­
e ra tion  on ly  14 m onths. So intense 
has the speed-up been in  tha t tim e  
tha t the re  has been a tu rn o v e r of
3.100 men. M ost o f the  young 
k ids  h ired  cou ldn ’t last ou t the 
day. A  guy w i l l  go on h is re lie f, 
and ju s t never come back. The 
gale guard  tr ie d  to  stop one guy 
and te ll h im  he cou ld n ’t  leave 
w ith o u t a pass. He to ld  the guard 
he ju s t w asn’t  b ig  enough to stop 
h im  and k e p t on going.

Judg ing  fro m  the fa m il ia r  faces, 
the  tu rn o v e r has been m uch lo w e r 
among the Negro b ro thers  than 
among the wh ites. The Negro 
bro thers  have a ha rde r lim e  f in d ­
ing  another jo b  and have to  stay 
and take the g a ff —  w h ich  ac­
counts fo r  the fa c t th a t today ap­
p ro x im a te ly  one th ird  o f the  w o rk  
force a t G M  BO P F rem on t are 
Negroes.

More Speed-Up
This 80 per cent tu rn o v e r gives 

a good idea o f the w o rk in g  con­
d ition s  in  the p lan t. The speed­
up is ind ica ted by  the fac t tha t 
w hen the new models s tarted  th is  
year, the  line  speed was set fo r  
35 cars pe r hour. Jus t be fore the 
s tr ike , p roduc tion  had risen  to  45 
cars an ho ur w ith  no increase in  
personnel.

The press reported  Oct. 19 tha t 
P resident Johnson had requested 
th a t the  com pany and the U n ited  
A u to  W orkers  s it dow n and ne­
go tia te  an end to  the  fo u r-  
week-o ld s tr ik e  in  the “ na tiona l 
in te res t.”  U A W  President W a lte r 
R euthe r im m e d ia te ly  called a 
m eeting in  D e tro it o f the  u n io n ’s 
G M  C ounc il —  composed o f local 
leaders fro m  G M  p lan ts  across the 
coun try . On Oct. 21, the F rem on t 
local received a te legram  in s tru c t­
in g  i t  to  set up a ra t if ic a tio n  
m eeting  fo r  Sunday, Oct. 25, on 
the n a tion a l and loca l agreements.

A n x ie ty  re igned among the 
w o rke rs  w hen w o rd  o f th is  te le ­
gram  got around because, rem em ­
be ring  past experiences, they ex ­
pected a sell-out was in  the cards. 
The m a in  concern was tha t we 
w o u ld  be forced back to w o rk  
w ith o u t the loca l agreem ents on 
wage, sen io rity  and s h ift  p re f­
erence, and w ith o u t se ttlin g  the 
some 700 grievances th a t w ere  on 
the  books ga the ring  dust before 
the  s tr ik e  started.

Spirit H igh

On the F rid a y  before the r a t i f i ­
ca tion  m eeting, abou t 1,000 men 
lin e d  up fo r  s tr ike -b en e fit checks 
and a lo t o f guys took i t  upon 
themselves to go up and dow n the 
lin e  ta lk in g  i t  up against any 
back-to-w ork m ovem ent w ith o u t a 
loca l settlem ent. S p ir its  w ere  ve ry  
h igh even a fte r th ree  weeks of 
s trike -bene fits  o f abou t $20 per 
single m an and a m ax im um  o f $30 
fo r fa m ily  men.

One o ld -tim er was g iv in g  the 
young m en a piece o f his m in d  —  
te ll in g  them  how  they had never 
re a lly  been on s tr ik e  before, how 
they d id n ’ t  kno w  w h a t a real 
s trugg le  means, how  they p rob­
ab ly  bought a new  car a week 
before the s tr ik e  and cou ldn ’t 
m ake the paym ents and the w ife  
was pregnant and they faced a ll 
those pressures to kn u ck le  under, 
b u t are the y  m en o r are they 
mice? He was re a lly  f la i l in g  them

W a lte r  R euth er

and m ost o f them  were agreeing 
w ith  h im .

There  was a lo t o f good-natured 
ban te ring  about not go ing back to 
w o rk : “ Now  we got G eneral M o ­
tors w here  the y ’re  h u r t in g ”  . . . 
“ I  guess by  dam n we can tigh ten  
up o u r belts fo r  another couple 
o f weeks”  . . . “ W ho ’s h u rtin g  
the most, G M  or us?”

There had been some action on 
the p icke t line  d u rin g  the  week. 
P icke ts had been harassed by local 
management. I t  had advertised fo r  
jo b  app lican ts to come th rou gh  the 
p icke t lin e  fo r  in te rv ie w s  inside 
the  p lan t, and supervisors had run 
th rough  the lin e  in  cars at dan­
gerously  h igh  speeds. So the 
un ion decided to do a l i t t le  harass­
in g  on its  ow n by  stopping and 
tu rn in g  aw ay a ll sa laried person­
nel fo r  a th ree -hour period.

S cu ffle  W ith  Cops
T h is  resu lted in  h a lf the  F re ­

m ont po lice force be ing ca lled out 
im m e d ia te ly  and the re  was some 
s c u fflin g  and a couple o f p ickets 
were  arrested. The po lice ch ie f 
pe rsona lly  escorted the supervisors 
(w h o  were re lu c ta n t to pass 
th rou gh  the  p icke t lin e ) in to  the 
p lan t. The supervisors seemed ne r­
vous and under pressure. Here 
th e y ’d been hang ing around in  the 
p la n t —  a ll those bosses —  and 
nobody around to boss.

A t the ra t if ic a tio n  m eeting, 1,428 
ou t o f the 4,100 showed up. M ost 
w ere  the o lde r sen io rity  men. Con­
spicuous by  th e ir  absence w ere the 
y o u th fu l new hires. The m eeting 
opened w ith  a read ing o f the na­
tio n a l agreement, p o in t by  po in t, 
w h ic h  took an h o u r and three 
quarters. W hen the man a t the 
m icrophone got to the p o in t w here 
i t  says the 18-m inute-re lie f tim e  
is no t go ing to be p u t in to  e ffect 
im m ed ia te ly , and i t  is no t clear 
ju s t w hom  i t  w i l l  cover, and th is  
w i l l  be decided in  fu r th e r  nego­
tia tio ns  between m anagem ent and 
the in te rn a tio n a l un ion, a trem en­
dous m u rm u r arose fro m  the 
crow d.

The flo o r was opened up fo r 
questions. A  nu m be r o f po inted 
questions w ere  asked about speed­
up. The con tra c t’s wease l-wording 
about forced ove rtim e  was also 
raised. (O ve rtim e  is com pulsory 
at G M , and instead o f a p rov is ion  
in  the con trac t against it ,  the 
un ion  got on ly  a statem ent from  
G M  th a t m anagem ent w o u ld  g ive 
consideration to  w o rkers  who 
w a n t to refuse ove rtim e  fo r  pe r­
sonal emergencies.)

T hen the  debate period opened. 
The cha irm an  o f the Shop Com ­
m ittee  said he and the Loca l pres­
iden t w ere  among the ten (ou t of 
250) on the  G M  C ouncil w ho had 
voted against the na tio n a l agree­
m en t in  D e tro it. B u t th a t w hen 
they got back to  a m eeting  o f the

Local E xecu tive  Board  i t  was 
unan im ously  agreed to  recom ­
m end acceptance o f the  na tiona l 
agreem ent. The reason g iven  was 
th a t the re  w o u ld  be an ove r­
w h e lm in g  vote fo r  acceptance na­
t io n a lly  and th a t “ th is  is the best 
we could do. We have a foo t in 
the door.”

A  b ro th e r fro m  the f lo o r  at­
tacked the agreem ent, p o in tin g  out 
there  was no th in g  in  i t  on gu a r­
anteed em ploym ent, no p rov is ions 
end ing  speed-up, no th in g  on the 
th rea t o f au tom ation . He cited f ig ­
ures to dem onstra te how  the re  
are less men in  the un ion  today 
p roduc ing  m ore and m ore  cars 
because o f au tom ation  and speed­
up.

National Problem
A n o th e r speaker ob jected tha t 

speed-up is a na tiona l p rob lem  
tha t should be hand led on a na­
tion a l leve l, and the  agreem ent 
doesn’t  do tha t. A n o th e r said: “ I t ’s 
too vague in  w o rd in g  and there 
are too m any loopholes.”  A n o th e r 
said about the  pension im p rove ­
m ents: “ N ine ou t o f ten guys here 
a ren ’t  go ing to re tire  . . . au tom a­
tion  w i l l  rep lace them  be fore they 
reach re tire m e n t age.”  A n o th e r: 
“ W o rk in g  cond itions are te rr ib le  
and are no t be ing im p roved .”

There  was apprehension tha t 
U A W  Regional D ire c to r Paul 
Shrade w o u ld  no t go along w ith  
the con tinu a tio n  o f a loca l s trike . 
B u t when Shrade said th a t on 
beha lf o f the  in te rn a tio n a l un ion, 
he recom m ended acceptance o f the 
na tiona l con tract, and con tinu a tio n  
o f the loca l s tr ike , the  men gave 
h im  w a rm  applause. He also said 
th a t i f  the loca l vo ted to  stay on 
s tr ik e  on a loca l basis, the in te r ­
na tiona l w o u ld  assure th a t local 
G M  dealers w o u ld  be sealed o ff  
fro m  ge ttin g  cars com ing fro m  
other areas.

The vote  to accept the na tion a l 
agreem ent was 1,029 to  387. The 
shop cha irm an then discussed the 
progress o f loca l negotia tions. He 
said out o f 720 grievances, 650 
had been settled, b u t th a t m an­
agem ent had refused even to d is­
cuss 83 loca l demands. A  m o tion  
was made to  con tinue  the loca l 
s tr ike . W ith  a trem endous ro a r a 
sea o f rank-and -file rs  stood up, 
w a v in g  th e ir  hands and y e llin g  in  
agreement. The vote was 1,428 to
2 to  stay on s tr ik e  fo r  “ loca l de­
m ands.”

Loca l Issues
These “ lo ca l dem ands”  concern 

s e n io r ity -r ig h t v io la tions , transfe r- 
r ig h t  v io la tio ns , excessive d isc i­
p lin a ry  la yo ffs  th a t have occurred, 
and m any demands touch ing  on 
w o rk in g  conditions. I t  is  be lieved 
th a t h a lf  the s tr ik e  dem ands w i l l  
now  have to  be th ro w n  ou t be­
cause they  c o n flic t w ith  and are 
superseded b y  the  na tio n a l agree­
m ent.

I t  is ge ne ra lly  conceded by  the 
m ore outspoken m ilita n ts  th a t 
R euther has c le v e rly  m an ipu la ted  
a s itua tion  w h e re by  the ou tstand­
ing  issues o f forced ove rtim e  and 
speed-up have been dum ped back 
in  the la p  o f the loca l leaders. 
B u t these loca l leaders can’t  nego­
tia te  gains on these questions th a t 
w i l l  no t c o n flic t w ith  the na tiona l 
agreement. A n d  R euthe r has once 
m ore sidestepped the a ll- im p o rta n t 
issue o f the shrinkage o f jo b  op­
po rtu n itie s  because o f au tom ation. 
As fo r  pensions, the fee ling  
am ongst the men today is th a t 
au tom ation  w i l l  p re ven t m any of 
the young fe llow s  in  the in d u s try  
fro m  e ve r reach ing  re tire m en t.

Appeal to Be Heard
The N o rth  C a ro lina  Suprem e 

C ourt was slated to hear a rg u ­
m ents Nov. 4 on the  appeal in  the 
case o f Mae M a llo ry , R icha rd  
C row der, H a ro ld  Reape and John 
L o w ry  w ho w ere fra m e d -u p  in  the 
M onroe, N. C. “ k id n a p ”  case.Milton Henry

Victim of Detroit Police 
Raps Brutal Practices


