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Slated " Anti-Poverty"  Fund 
Is Called “ Drop in Bucket”

B y A r t  Preis
The m an w ho  is in  the  best 

pos ition  to know , W e lfa re  Com ­
m issioner James R. Dum pson o f 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity , has ca lled P res i­
den t Johnson’s proposed app ro ­
p ria tio n s  fo r  his “ w a r on p o v e rty ’’ 
o n ly  “ a sm a ll drop in  the  bucke t. ”

In  a Nov. 15 New  Y o rk  Tim es  
in te rv ie w  th a t described the  c ity ’s 
re lie f  p rob lem  as “ staggering, ”  
Dum pson, a Negro D em ocra tic  ap ­
pointee, revealed th a t the  d irec t 
re l ie f  ro lls  are soaring at the  ra te 
o f 5, 000 persons a m onth.

A  to ta l o f 501, 131 persons, in ­
c lu d in g  some 300, 000 ch ild re n , are 
subsis ting on the  m iserable re lie f 
handouts.

I f  the  Johnson a d m in is tra tio n  is 
“ re a lly  serious about a n tip o ve rty  
and reduc ing  ou r w e lfa re  ro lls , ”  
said the  Com m issioner, “ the $900 
m illio n -p lu s  in  the  A d m in is tra ­
t io n ’s p o ve rty  b i l l ,  is  o n ly  a sm all 
d rop  in  the  bucke t. ”

Much Poverty
W elfa re  rec ip ien ts  are o n ly  25 

p e r cent o f fa m ilie s  and in d iv id ­
uals subsis ting in  New  Y o rk  C ity  
a t w h a t the  governm ent its e lf  de­
fines as the  “ p o ve rty  le v e l, ”  an 
incom e o f less tha n  $3, 000 fo r  an 
average fa m ily .

A n  estim ated tw o  m il lio n  h u ­
m an beings liv e  in  desperate po v ­
e rty  in  the  riches t c ity  o f the 
richest cou n try  in  the  w o rld . T h is 
is at a t im e  w hen the A d m in is tra ­
tio n  boasts o f an a ll- t im e  prosper­
i t y  peak fo r  U . S. cap ita lism .

W h ile  the  fede ra l governm ent 
continues to  spend m ore than  $50 
b i l l io n  a yea r fo r  m il ita ry  p u r­
poses, the average N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
w e lfa re  rec ip ie n t in  Septem ber re ­
ceived $74. 51 fo r  the  w ho le  m onth , 
in c lu d in g  the  e x to rtio n  o f o u t­
rageous rents by  the  s lum lords.

The W e lfa re  Com m issioner d is ­
closed ap p a llin g  cond itions fo r  
masses o f ch ild ren . A b o u t 300, 000 
ch ild re n  are l iv in g  in  crowded

Job Plight W orst 
For Negro Girls

A  N egro  g ir l und er the age 
of 20 has a tougher tim e  g et­
tin g  h ired  th an  anyone else 
in  N e w  Y o rk  C ity . T h is  fact 
em erges fro m  figures p u b ­
lished by th e  C o m m un ity  
C ouncil of G re a te r N e w  
Y o rk . Accord ing  to its study, 
u nem p lo ym en t fo r young  
people betw een the ages of 
17 and 19 w as h ig h er than  in  
any o ther age b racket —  and, 
of course, the hardest h it 
w ere  N egro  youth . In  the 17- 
19 age category, the figures  
show an u nem p lo ym en t ra te  
of 8 . 5%  fo r w h ite  m ales; 
15. 2% fo r n o n -w h ite  males; 
15. 2%  fo r w h ite  g irls ; and a 
th u m p in g  29. 5%  fo r Negro  
girls .

Johnson Makes First Move 
Toward His "Great Society" 
—Arms Pact With Germany

slums, p la y in g  on ga rba ge -litte red  
streets. “ T h e ir clothes are usua lly  
shabby; m ilk  and m eat are ra re  
lu x u rie s , ”  w rite s  M a rt in  A rn o ld , 
the re p o rte r w ho in te rv ie w e d  
Dumpson. M any im poverished 
youngsters “ d r i f t  fro m  corner to 
co rne r”  and “ o ften  sleep in  door­
w ays and on stoops. ”

C o n tra ry  to the constant p ropa­
ganda about “ re lie f chiselers, ”  said 
Dum pson, “ a su rp ris in g  num ber 
are no t ge tting  w h a t the y  are en­
t it le d  to under the  la w . ”

The m ost te rr ib le  and w id e ­
spread cond itions o f pove rty  ex is t 
among the Negro and P uerto  R ican 
people w ho  are a q u a rte r o f the 
c ity ’s popu la tion .

B y B a rry  Sheppard
The m a jo r ity  o f A m ericans who 

voted fo r  Johnson d id  so ou t o f a 
g reat fea r o f and revu ls ion  against 
the  nuc lea r s a b e r-ra tt lin g  o f G o ld ­
w ate r. M any fe lt  th e ir  vo te  fo r  
Johnson was a m andate fo r  the 
“ G rea t Society”  pred ica ted upon 
peace. B u t Johnson h im se lf sees 
h is “ m andate”  as q u ite  a d iffe re n t 
th in g . T he  f ir s t  im p o rta n t step 
h is a d m in is tra tio n  has taken since 
the  e lection  has been the sign ing  
o f a new  m il ita ry  pact w ith  W est 
G erm any —• an om inous move 
th a t w i l l  in te n s ify  the  cold w ar.

The w a r m in is te rs  o f bo th  coun­
tries , K a i-U w e  von Hassel o f 
W est G erm any and R obert M c­
Nam ara o f the  U . S., on Nov. 14 
announced they  had reached a 
“ close”  and “ deep”  unders tand ing  
on the  w ho le  range o f w a r p repa­
rations, in c lu d in g  the  M u lt i-  
L a te ra l Force (M L F ). The M L F  
w i l l  be a fle e t o f nuc lea r-a rm ed  
w arsh ips m anned b y  m u lt i-n a ­
tio n a l crews fro m  N A T O  coun­
tries. T h is  w i l l  p u t a f in g e r o f 
the  G erm an m ilita r is ts  on the 
nuclear trigge r.

Secret Pact
M ost o f the  deta ils o f the  new  

pact are secret, b u t enough have 
been released to show th a t the 
m ilita r iz a tio n  o f W est G erm any is 
proceeding at top  speed w ith  the 
f u l l  co -ope ra tion  o f the  Johnson 
a d m in is tra tion . W ashington and 
B onn agreed on e ve ry th in g  fro m  
w o rk in g  together to b u ild  a new  
type  o f ta n k  and new  airp lanes, 
to  the  tactics they w i l l  use in  the 
“ em p loym ent o f b a ttle fie ld  and 
tac tica l nuc lear weapons. ”  They 
also pledged to m a in ta in  the u n ­
de rs tand ing  reached b y  P resident 
Johnson and C hance llo r E rha rd  
th a t each cou n try  w i l l  purchase 
equ iva len t am ounts o f w a r  m ate ­
r ia l fro m  the  other.

C h an ce llo r L u d w ig  E rh ard

T he reg im e in  W est G erm any, 
whose re -a rm am en t is be ing has­
tened by  the  Johnson a d m in is tra ­
tion , is c ra w lin g  w ith  fo rm e r 
Nazis. E x tens ive  docum entation, 
fo r  exam ple, has rece n tly  been 
released in  East G erm any about 
W est G erm an P resident H e in r ic h  
L u b k e ’s w o rk  fo r  H i t le r ’s Gestapo, 
and the assignm ent by  Nazi p ropa­
ganda m in is te r G oebbel’s o f E rns t 
Lem m er, now  a fede ra l m in is te r in  
W est G erm any, to the w o rk  of 
ju s t ify in g  Nazi crim es in  fo re ign  
newspapers.

T he present head o f the West 
G erm an A rm y , Inspector G eneral 
H e inz T re ttn e r, had risen s tead ily  
in  H it le r ’s a rm y, beg inn ing  w ith  
the  sa tu ra tion  bom bing  o f G ue r­
n ica  in  the  Spanish c iv i l  w ar. 
T re ttn e r  rece n tly  issued orders 
fo rb id d in g  o ffice rs  and non-com ­
m issioned o ffice rs  to  discuss ac­
cusations b y  resigned com m ission­
e r fo r  the a rm y  H e llm u th  Heye 
th a t i t  is be ing Prussian ized and 
“ becom ing a state w ith in  a state. ”

N e x t M a y  the W est G erm an

sta tu te  o f lim ita t io n s  runs out, 
m ak ing  i t  im possib le  to  t r y  any 
m ore Nazi m urdere rs  o r w a r c r im ­
inals. The W est G erm an govern­
m ent has refused to extend the 
l im it ,  a lthough  the East G erm an 
governm ent has done so and w i l l  
con tinue to prosecute N azi w a r 
c rim ina ls . T he  adven t o f M ay w i l l  
be greeted w i t h a sigh o f re lie f by  
countless W est G erm an go vern ­
m en t o ff ic ia ls  w ith  Nazi pasts.

Th is  is the  governm ent w h ich  
today is W ash ing ton ’s closest a lly , 
and the  qu ickest to fa l l  in to  lin e  
w ith  W ash ing ton ’s w a r plans. The 
new  A m erican -G e rm a n  pact is 
p a rt o f the  Johnson a d m in is tra ­
t io n ’s p lans fo r  d ra w in g  the  N A T O  
countries in to  d ire c t nuc lea r re ­
sp o n s ib ility  th rou gh  the  M L F  —  
w h ile  a t the same tim e  m a in ta in ­
in g  U . S. con tro l w ith in  the  N o rth  
A t la n t ic  m il i ta ry  a lliance . The 
pact w ith  G erm any w i l l  p u t the 
pressure on Eng land and especia lly 
F rance to shape up beh ind the  U . S.

Visit’s Purpose 
The recent v is it  to  Japan by  a 

U . S. N u c lea r subm arine  in  the 
face o f w idespread h o s t ility  the re  
was a s im ila r  show o f force. In  a 
Nov. 12 dispatch fro m  Japan, 
New Y o rk  T im es  correspondent 
Robert T ru m b u ll repo rted  ra th e r 
can d id ly : “ The ostensib le purpose 
[o f  the  v is i t ]  is to p ro v id e  rest 
and recrea tion  fo r  A m erican  crews 
. . .  b u t an im p o rta n t considera­
t io n  is also said to be to associate 
Japan a l i t t le  m ore closely w ith  
the a n ti-C o m m u n is t defense sys­
tem  and b r in g  re sp o n s ib ility  home 
to a na tio n  s tro n g ly  in fluenced  by  
ne u tra lism . ”

These moves by  the Johnson ad­
m in is tra tio n  w h ic h  w i l l  increase 
w o r ld  tensions g ive  the lie  to the 
ba llyhoo  abou t the  “ G rea t Society. ”  
Those w ho are fo r  peace and d is ­
arm am ent w i l l  f in d  Johnson is no 
a lly , b u t the enemy.

IN FACE OF RACIST TERROR

Mount New Mississippi Rights Drive

I T ’S T O U G H  T O  B E  P O O R  IN  N E W  Y O R K . Resident of B ro o k ­
ly n  ghetto  exam ines gaping hole in  bath ro om  ceiling . I t  took a 
re n t s tr ik e  and a court o rd er to get lan d lo rd  to agree to f ix  it.

B y  C harles T a y lo r
The cam paign o f c iv i l- r ig h ts  

organ izations against segregation 
in  M iss iss ipp i, is  about to go in to  
h igh gear. M iss iss ipp i freedom - 
figh te rs  are u n in tim id a te d  by  
signs the  w h ite -suprem ac is ts  in ­
tend to step up th e ir  m urders, 
bom bings and o the r a troc ities.

The C ounc il o f Federated O r­
ganizations (C O FO ) is expand ing 
and m ak ing  perm anent the  com ­
m u n ity  centers, freedom  schools 
and vo te r-re g is tra tio n  pro jects 
w h ich  w ere  begun th is  sum m er. 
COFO is ac tive  in  about 30 com ­
m un itie s  now . Some 250 w o rkers  
rem a ined a fte r  the end o f the 
S um m er P ro jec t; 160 o f them  are 
a ff il ia te d  w ith  the S tudent N on­
v io le n t C oo rd ina ting  Com m ittee 
(S N C C ). R obert Moses is p ro jec t 
d ire c to r in  M iss iss ipp i fo r  bo th 
COFO and SNCC.

COFO expects to  re c ru it*  fro m  
1, 500 to 2, 000 students fo r  ne x t 
yea r’s S um m er P ro ject. I t  is  now 
engaged in  t ry in g  to get Negroes 
elected to  federa lly -sponso red 
a g ric u ltu ra l-s ta b iliz a tio n  and con­
serva tion  com m ittees' in  several 
counties w here  Negroes are a 
m a jo r ity  o f the farm ers. A n  a t­
tem pt w i l l  be made to organize 
around o ther issues a ffe c tin g  loca l 
com m unities, such as street re ­
pa irs  and o th e r governm ent serv­
ices.

A  sour note was rep o rte d ly  
s truck  b y  Roy W ilk in s , N A A C P  
na tion a l secretary. A cco rd in g  to 
the Nov. 9 N ew  O rleans T im es- 
Picayune  W ilk in s  charged COFO 
had launched the freedom  schools 
w ith o u t ask ing the N A A C P ’s as­

sistance in  se tting  up the program . 
“ W e have some ideas o f w h a t is 
be ing tau gh t in  these freedom  
schools, b u t nobody asked us about 
freedom  schools; they  ju s t asked 
us to  c o n trib u te , ”  the N A A C P  
leader said. “ T h is  k in d  o f th in g  
we can’t  condone. ”  He said 
NA C C P m em bers in  M iss iss ipp i 
“ m ust eva luate  w h a t’s go ing on 
and m ake th e ir  ow n decisions. ”

Though the re  was a b r ie f s lo w ­
ing  dow n o f rac is t te rro r is m  ju s t 
p r io r  to  the elections, COFO re ­
ports  119 arrests and 63 o th e r in ­
c idents o f harassm ent, in c lu d in g  
several shootings and the b u rn in g  
o f several bu ild ings , between Oct. 
18 and Nov. 2. In  the previous 
fo u r m onths, accord ing to  a COFO 
ta lly , 35 churches were burned, 30 
homes and o the r bu ild in gs  w ere  
bombed, 1, 000 Negroes and c iv i l-  
r ig h ts  w o rke rs  w ere  arrested, m ore 
than 80 w ere  beaten, and the re  
were 35 shooting inc iden ts  w ith  
several persons wounded.

None Punished
None o f the rac is ts  responsible 

fo r  these crim es have been 
punished. N o r w ere  the m urdere rs  
o f M edgar Evers, no r the m u rd e r­
ers o f the tw o  Negroes k il le d  near 
M eadsville , n o r the lynche rs  o f the 
th ree  r ig h ts  w o rke rs  in  P h ila d e l­
ph ia , Miss., punished. A n d  the rac­
ists convicted o f bom bings in  M c- 
Com b were g iven supended sen­
tences.

A l l  th is  has em boldened the 
advocates o f mass te rro r  against 
the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent. Guns 
are in  such g reat dem and in  M is ­
sissippi th a t i t ’s ha rd  fo r  stores to

m a in ta in  stock. “ I ’ve never seen 
so m any arm ed people in  m y  en­
t ire  career, ”  said one F B I agent.

Negroes have been forced to 
a rm  themselves fo r  self-defense. 
S peaking o f a com m u n ity  center 
in  the p re d o m in a n tly  b lack  tow n  
o f M iles ton , M rs. H e n ry  Lo renz i, a 
rig h ts  w o rk e r the re  said:

“ E ve ry  n ig h t, Negro vo lun teers  
come and guard  the b u ild in g . They 
are arm ed w ith  shotguns and one 
carries a tom m ygun. A l l  the N e­
groes are arm ed. T hey  have to  be. 
People outside cannot im agine 
how i t  is here. ”

R o b ert Moses
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T he propaganda cam paign by
U n ite d  A u to  W orkers  P resident 
W a lte r Reuther, the auto corpora ­
tions, and the newspapers, to  p o r­
t ra y  th is  yea r’s p a tte rn  con trac t 
in  au to as a huge ga in  fo r  the  
w o rke rs  has fa lle n  p re tty  f la t  by 
now . F o r years R euthe r has been 
shu n tin g  aside the  cen tra l p ro b ­
lem s o f speed-up and jo b -in secu - 
r i t y  b y  focus ing  a tte n tio n  in  the 
n a tio n a l nego tia tions on one o r an­
o th e r fancy-sound ing  and com ­
p lica ted  g im m ick  fro m  w h ich  
m any auto w o rke rs  ga ined l i t t le  o r 
no  bene fit. T h is  year was no e x ­
ception, b u t R euthe r has had m ore 
tro u b le  se lling  the  deal th is  tim e  
tha n  he expected. He had to au­
tho rize  a G M  s tr ik e  ove r w o rk in g  
cond itions. No sooner was tha t 
ove r than  n ine  F o rd  stam ping and 
assembly p lan ts  s tru ck  on “ loca l 
issues”  Nov. 6, s topp ing the parts  
f lo w  to m uch o f the  F o rd  com ­
p lex .

Some 6, 400 U A W  s k ille d  trades­
m en s tru ck  in  D e tro it against 59 
to o lin g  com panies Nov. 9. T h is  
s tr ik e  had been preceded by  a 
jo in t  m eeting o f the locals in ­
vo lved  w here  in te rn a tio n a l un ion  
o ffic ia ls  w ere  booed and heckled 
abou t the  te rm s o f the  p a tte rn  
con trac t. These locals are o rd in a r i­
l y  s tro n g ly  p ro -R eu the r. In  ad­
d it io n  the re  are s trikes  a t M ack 
T ru cks  Inc . in  the  East and at f iv e  
A ll is  Chalm ers p lan ts  in  the M id ­
west.

*  *  *

Joseph G erm ano, d ire c to r o f the 
Chicago d is tr ic t  o f the  U n ited  
S tee lw orkers  o f A m erica  has an ­
nounced support fo r  I .  W . A be l, 
w ho  is ru n n in g  against P resident 
D a v id  J. M cD ona ld  in  the  un ion  
e lection  Feb. 9. A be l, the u n io n ’s 
present secre ta ry-treasu re r, is also 
be ing supported b y  W ill ia m  M a­
honey, d ire c to r o f the Canadian 
d is tr ic t.  So fa r, the  A be l slate has 
the  announced support o f e igh t o f 
the  u n io n ’s 30 d is tr ic t  d irec tors , 
b u t m any o f these are fro m  the 
la rg e r d is tric ts . M cD ona ld  has s ix  
d irec to rs  declared in  h is fa v o r and 
fo u r  others rum ored  on h is  side. 
T he  r em a inder are p la y in g  i t  cagey 
fo r  the  present.

*  *  *

A n o th e r sign o f a tre n d  o f 
shake-ups w ith in  the  un io n  m ove­
m en t is the  W est Coast paper- 
m akers ’ s tr ik e  w h ic h  began las t 
week. The s tr ik e  is by  a new 
un ion, the  Association o f W estern

M c D o n a ld

P u lp  and Paper W orkers, w h ich  
rece n tly  w on b a rga in ing  r ig h ts  fo r  
21, 000 w o rke rs  in  48 W estern 
p lan ts  in  an e lection against the  
tw o  established A F L -C IO  unions, 
the  In te rn a tio n a l B ro therhood  o f 
P u lp , S u lph ite  and Paper M i l l  
W orkers , and the  U n ite d  P aper- 
m akers and P aperw orkers. These 
un ions had e a r lie r  settled w ith  the 
em ployers’ association on a con­
tra c t cove ring  the  21, 000 w orkers. 
T h is  con tract d id  n o t go in to  e ffec t 
because o f the  outcom e o f the  
election.

*  *  *

F ire d  fo r  asking the  com pany "to 
h ire  a Negro, tw o  employes o f a 
Santa M onica, C a lif., ta x i com pany 
have been ordered re -h ire d  w ith  
back pay. The tw o  had engaged in  
a p ic k e tin g  cam paign to get the 
com pany to h ire  a Negro d r iv e r. 
The N a tion a l L a b o r Re lations 
B oard  ru led  th a t a boss can’t  f ire  
em ployes fo r  such c iv i l- r ig h ts  ac­
t iv it ie s .

*  *  #

A  new  a lbu m  o f la bo r songs and
songs o f social p ro test has been 
produced by  the  U n ite d  A u to  
W orkers. “ The B a lla d  o f M am m a 
Rosa P a rk , ”  dea ling  w ith  the 
M on tgom ery bus p ro test and sung 
by  the  B ay to w n  singers is one o f 
the  19 selections. O thers are 
“ B lo w in g  in  the  W in d , ”  “ S trange 
F ru it ,  ”  and W oody G u th r ie ’s hym n 
fo r  m ig ra n t w orkers , “ Pastures o f 
P le n ty . ”  Selections in c lud e  songs 
by  Joan Baez, B il l ie  H o liday , Cisco 
Houston, Pete Seeger, T he  W eav­
ers, Josh W h ite  and others. The 
reco rd  is ava ila b le  fo r  $2 fro m  
U A W  E ducation  D ept., 8000 East 
Je ffe rson Ave., D e tro it  14, M ich .

Mpls. Rummage Sale 
To Aid Joe Johnson

M IN N E A P O L IS  —  The C o m m it­
tee to  Oppose the  D e po rta tion  o f 
Joseph Johnson has begun plans 
to  ho ld  a rum m age sale Dec. 18 
and 19 to  ra ise m oney fo r  the 
defense.

The defense com m ittee  was 
fo rm ed  to  defend Johnson, T w in  
C ities  organ izer o f the  S ocia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty , against Im m ig ra ­
t io n  D e pa rtm en t action  to  declare 
h im  stateless and banish h im  to 
an unde te rm ined  coun try . John­
son, a na tive -born  A m erican  c it­
izen, is be ing defended by  Leonard  
B. B oud in , o f the  Em ergency C iv il 
L ib e rtie s  C om m ittee, and Douglas 
H a ll, a loca l c iv il- lib e rtie s  a tto r­
ney.

The com m ittee  is asking sup­
po rte rs  to  ga ther and save a ll 
usable rum m age fo r  the  sale. Es­
pe c ia lly  va lua b le  are c h ild re n ’s 
clothes, toys and games, cotton 
and w oo l a d u lt clothes, linen , 
housewares, je w e lry , books, shoes, 
and fu rn itu re . Those w ho  w ish  to 
he lp  m ay te lephone J A  1-9646, 
225-3419, o r  T A  5-0880 abou t how  
the rum m age can be de live red  o r 
p icked  up.

Trial Ordered 
For Victims of 
Detroit Cops

D E T R O IT  —  D orothea B re it-  
m an, D a n ie l Rosenshine and E d­
w a rd  D ’A nge lo  on Nov. 5 w ere  
bound ove r fo r  t r ia l  by  Recorders 
C o u rt Judge John G ill is  on charges 
o f in te rfe rence  w ith  po lice  o ffice rs  
in  the pe rfo rm ance  o f th e ir  du ty . 
N o date was set fo r  th e ir  t r ia l.

The charges resu lted  fro m  an 
in c id e n t in  the e a rly  m o rn ing  o f 
Oct. 24. R icha rd  D av id , Socia list 
W orke rs  P a rty  candidate fo r  Con­
gress, w ho is a Negro, and D o ro ­
thea B re itm a n , w ho is w h ite , w ere 
s it t in g  in  a car in  f ro n t o f the  
SW P headquarters w a it in g  fo r  
R obe rt H igg ins  to emerge. T w o  
w h ite  m en passed the car and 
ca lled  M rs. B re itm a n  a “ n igger 
lo v e r. ”  A  scu ffle  ensued. W hen 
H igg ins  re tu rn ed  and p u lle d  one 
o f the men o f f  D av id , the w h ite  
m en id e n tifie d  themselves as 
p la inc lo thes  po licem en, and a rres t­
ed the th ree  as w e ll as Rosen­
shine and D ’A nge lo  w ho  stopped 
to  in q u ire  about w h a t was hap­
pening.

H igg ins  and D a v id  w i l l  come to 
t r ia l  on the assault charges on 
Dec. 8. M ea nw h ile  defense a t­
to rne y  O. Lee M o l e t t e w i l l  
a ttem p t to  consolida te the  tr ia ls  o f 
a l l  o f the  defendants. M ole tte , 
general counsel and second v ice - 
pres ident o f the  G roup  on A d ­
vanced Leadersh ip  (G O A L ), a 
m il ita n t  c iv i l- r ig h ts  group, is co l­
la b o ra tin g  w ith  A tto rn e y  M ilto n  
R. H e n ry  in  the  defense.

F o rm a l com p la in ts  have been 
f ile d  b y  the defendants w ith  the 
M ich iga n  C iv il R ights  Com m ission, 
the D e tro it  Com m ission on Com ­
m u n ity  Relations, and Po lice  Com ­
m iss ioner G ira rd in ’s o ffice . The 
B ureau o f C o m m u n ity  R e la tions o f 
the  D e tro it po lice  depa rtm ent has 
assigned D e tective  H e n ry  Jason to 
investiga te  possible v io la tio n s  o f 
p ro pe r po lice  procedure. E rnest 
M azey, executive  secre tary o f the 
A m erican  C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion, 
has sent le tte rs  on be ha lf o f th a t 
o rgan iza tion  to  each o f the above 
agencies, in d ic a tin g  an in te res t in  
the  case.

Gap in Wages Continues 
To Widen Between Men 
And Women Workers

The gap between w om en ’s and 
m en’s wages is w iden in g , no t n a r­
ro w in g , accord ing to  a re p o rt by  
the d ire c to r o f the L a b o r D e p a rt­
m en t’s W om en’s Bureau.

M rs. M a ry  D u b lin  K eyse rling , 
the  d irec to r, also said th a t wom en 
are in c reas ing ly  be ing em ployed 
in  the  lo w e r-p a id , less-sk illed  
jobs. The m ost om inous aspect 
abou t the  wages gap is th a t i t  has 
been w id e n in g  ove r the  past 24 
years in  eve ry  m a jo r in d u s try  
g roup  in  w h ic h  la rge  num bers o f 
w om en are em ployed.

W om en received an average o f 
o n ly  59 per cent o f w h a t men re ­
ceived on fu l l - t im e  jobs. O ut o f 32 
m il lio n  wom en w o rke rs  (45 per 
cent o f wom en between the  ages 
o f 18 to 64), o n ly  h a lf  o f one per 
cent earned m ore than  $10, 000 a 
year, and o n ly  3 pe r cen t earned 
m ore than  $7, 000.

M rs. K e yse rlin g  feels th a t the 
m a in  b a rr ie r  to  p ro m otio n  fo r  
w om en is p re jud ice . “ T hey  are 
faced b y  m yths, ru n n in g  e n tire ly  
coun te r to  facts, w h ic h  assert th a t 
w om en m ake poor supervisors, o r 
th e y  have su b s tan tia lly  h ighe r 
rates o f absenteeism and la bo r 
tu rn o v e r, ”  she said.

The U. S. P u b lic  H e a lth  Service 
has lin k e d  the  com m on cold and 
o th e r upper re sp ira to ry  in fections 
to a ir  p o llu tio n . I t  found  such in ­
fections occur m ost fre q u e n tly  in  
areas w here  p o llu t io n  is the  heav­
iest. I t  estim ated, th a t factories, 
cars, etc., p o u r 383, 000 tons o f p o l­
lu ta n ts  in to  the  a ir  d a ily .

B y  Constance W eissm an
A m erican  N egro spokesmen are 

a n g ry  ove r P res iden t Johnson’s 
a p po in tm en t o f a top f in a n c ia l 
supporte r o f South A fr ic a ’s slave- 
la b o r governm ent to  head the U . S. 
de legation a t the Oct. 24 in d e ­
pendence ce leb ra tion  o f Zam bia, 
fo rm e r ly  N o rth e rn  Rhodesia,

Charles P. H o w ard , Sr., U n ited  
N ations correspondent o f the  A fro -  
A m erican , was m oved to  w r ite  an 
open le tte r  to  P res iden t Johnson 
in  th a t paper’s Nov. 7 issue. 
H o w a rd ’s d ism ay a t the  e n o rm ity  
o f sending a m an lik e  Charles 
E ng lehard , whose m any en te r­
prises in  S ou th  A fr ic a  and N o r th ­
ern  Rhodesia p ro f i t  fro m  the  b ru ­
ta l e x p lo ita tio n  o f A fr ic a n  labo r, 
perm eates the  le tte r  w h ic h  opens 
w ith  w ishes fo r  Johnson’s tr iu m p h  
a t the po lls. He find s  i t  in c red ib le  
th a t Johnson cou ld  send as the 
U . S. rep resen ta tive  “ a business 
m an w ho  in  the  eyes o f A f ro -  
A m ericans and A fr ic a n s  as w e ll, 
sym bolizes a con tinu a tio n  o f w h ite  
do m in a tion  in  its  m ost v ic ious 
fo rm . ”

E ng lehard  heads tw o  m in in g  
com panies in  South A fr ic a , Rand 
M ines L td . and Rand Inves tm en t 
(P T Y ) L td . He is a board  m em ­
ber o f the  O ppenhe im er d iam ond 
m ines and o f 23 South A fr ic a n  
companies.

E ng lehard  is one o f m any U . S. 
b ig  businessmen w h o  p ro f it  fro m  
the cheap b la ck  la b o r made pos­
s ib le  b y  ap a rthe id  (repressive 
segregation) laws. P o in tin g  ou t 
th a t the  A fr ic a n  w o rke rs  have no 
defense against the m onste r in te r ­
n a tion a l corpora tions, H ow ard  
begs P res iden t Johnson to be 
m in d fu l o f the consequences o f his 
sponsorship o f Eng lehard . “ I t  is 
no t o n ly  th a t M r. E ng lehard  has 
business in terests in  South A fr ic a ,

Free-Speech Fight 
Flares Up Again at 
Berkeley Campus

A  mass p ro test m eeting by  1, 250 
students a t the  U n iv e rs ity  o f C a li­
fo rn ia  a t B e rke ley  Nov. 9 b roke  
an uneasy truce  between the s tu ­
den t F ree Speech M ovem en t and 
the  u n iv e rs ity  a d m in is tra tion .

T he  Free Speech M ovem ent is 
a loose organ iza tion  o f s tudent 
p o lit ic a l clubs and u n a ff ilia te d  
students. I t  g re w  o u t o f demands 
fo r  the  r ig h t  to engage in  p o lit ic a l 
a c t iv ity  on campus, w h ich  exp lod ­
ed in  th ree  days o f m assive dem ­
onstra tions la s t Septem ber.

The s trugg le  was sparked b y  an 
a ttem p t b y  u n iv e rs ity  o ff ic ia ls  to 
c lam p dow n on s tudent c lubs by  
deny ing  them  the tra d it io n a l r ig h t  
to  use a sm a ll area in  f ro n t o f a 
campus gate fo r  lite ra tu re  and 
fu n d -ra is in g  tables. S tudent groups 
de fied  the  ban w hen school 
opened.

T he U n iv e rs ity  responded by 
suspending e igh t students w ho 
w ere  m ann ing  the tables and had 
CO RE m em ber Jack W einberg  a r­
rested. T h is  touched o f f  th ree  days 
o f dem onstrations. T he  po lice  car 
in  w h ich  W einberg  was he ld was 
im m o b ilized  fo r  31 hours by  a 
m assive s tudent s it - in  around it. 
The protests w ere  ca lled o f f  when 
the a d m in is tra tio n  agreed to d is­
cuss w ith  the  students and to drop 
charges against W einberg.

B u t re ce n tly  the  u n iv e rs ity  
sought new  powers to  punish s tu ­
dents w ho engaged in  “ ille g a l 
acts”  o f f  campus (such as ge tting  
arrested in  c iv i l- r ig h ts  dem onstra­
tions) and has refused to  re in ­
state the  suspended students, de­
sp ite  the  fa c t th a t a fa c u lty  com ­
m ittee , headed by  la w  professor 
I ra  M . Heym an, investiga ted and 
fou nd  in  fa v o r o f those suspended.

Consequently, the  Free Speech 
M ovem ent decided to  renew  i t ’s 
protests. S tuden t organ izations 
again set up  tables and the  Nov. 9 
mass m eeting  was he ld  in  defiance 
o f u n iv e rs ity  regulations.

C harles P. H o w a rd , S r.

he also is in f lu e n t ia l in  m a in ta in ­
in g  the  dep lo rab le  cond itions 
under w h ich  A fr ic a n s  m ust w o rk  
in  th a t co u n try . ”  The o rgan iza­
tions w h ic h  he d irec ts  “ b r in g  
hundreds o f thousands o f A fr ic a n  
labo re rs  in to  the go ld fie ld s  and 
m in in g  opera tions and w o rk  them  
unde r cond itions A m ericans cou ld 
on ly  describe as shocking. ”

E ng lehard  was conspicuous a t 
the  D em ocra tic  P a rty  conven tion  
in  A t la n t ic  C ity  fo r  h is b ig  spend­
in g  and la v is h  en te rta in m e n t o f 
delegates and D em ocra tic  p o lit ­
ic ians. The D a ily  D e fender, a 
Negro d a ily  p r in te d  in  Chicago, 
re fe rre d  (O ct. 12) to  h im  as “ a 
Johnson fr ie n d . ”  N o tin g  th a t E n­
g lehard  is repu ted  to  have con­
tr ib u te d  $220, 000 and m ore  to  the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty  and to  have pa id  
Senator H u b e rt H u m p h re y ’s en te r­
ta in m en t expenses d u r in g  the cam ­
paign, H o w ard  says: “ The Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty  m ay owe som eth ing 
in  re tu rn . . .  b u t su re ly  i t  should 
no t be pa id  fo r  b y  the blood, 
sweat and tears o f A fr ic a n  w o rk ­
ers and Congolese c itizens. ”  

H o w ard  also cred its  E ng lehard  
w ith  ha v in g  had the decisive in ­
fluence in  chang ing the  S tate D e­
p a rtm e n t’s a tt itu d e  on Tshombe. 
He says th a t businessmen lik e  
E ng lehard  have a lw ays w o rked  fo r  
a w eak and d iv id e d  A fr ic a . T h is  
is w h y  the y  w a n t th e ir  man 
Tshom be a t the he lm  in  the  Congo.
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W h at One Family Is Enduring

F R E E -W H E E L IN G . Hooded K la n  terro ris ts  fee l fre e  to p u t on  
show in  S outhern  to w n . N e ith e r local nor fed era l o ffic ia ls  have  
m ade any re a l e ffo rt to end K K K  crim es against Negroes.

“ People tend to  fo rg e t th a t a ll 
is no t d ra m a tic  newspaper copy 
in  th is  s trugg le  be ing waged in  
the South, ”  says Rev. M au rice  Mc- 
C ra ck in , treasu re r o f O pera tion  
Freedom . “ W hen a m an loses his 
means o f m a k in g  a l iv in g  fo r  h is 
fa m ily , w hen the ra c ia l segrega­
tion is ts  have done e v e ry th in g  sho rt 
o f m u rd e rin g  h im  because he be- 
live s  in  hum an d ig n ity , h is fa m ily  
s t i l l  m ust eat and have c lo th in g  
and she lte r. ”

T o  il lu s tra te  th is  hom e tru th  
and to em phasize its  em ergency 
appeal to  m eet m any un m e t re ­
quests fo r  a id  fro m  people in  the 
Freedom  M ovem ent, O pera tion  
F reedom  te lls  the fo llo w in g  s to ry  
o f one M iss iss ipp i fa m ily .

*  *  *

E a rly  in  Septem ber o f 1964 Op­
e ra tio n  Freedom  received a te le ­
phone c a ll fro m  a c iv il- r ig h ts  
w o rk e r  in  M iss iss ipp i w ho  had 
ca lled  to  say th a t a N egro fa m ily  
w h o  had been active  in  the  fre e ­
dom  m ovem ent the re  needed help 
desperate ly. The husband had lost 
the  means o f m a k in g  a l iv in g  fo r  
h is  fa m ily  and he had been ja ile d . 
T hey  w ere  no t o n ly  le f t  w ith o u t 
food, b u t they also faced the  pos­
s ib i l i ty  o f lo s ing  th e ir  home and 
th e ir  p ick-up  tru c k .

O pera tion  Freedom , whose p u r­
pose i t  is  to  he lp people w ho  su f­
fe r  because they  are ac tive  in  the 
freedom  m ovm ent, investiga ted 
and the  fo llo w in g  s to ry  unfo lded .

S m all T ow n

The S m ith  fa m ily  (w e  have sub­
s titu te d  a nam e here fo r  obvious 
reasons) lives  in  a M iss iss ipp i 
to w n  o f abou t 2, 000 people, a tow n  
in  M iss iss ipp i’s D e lta  reg ion and 
n o t v e ry  fa r  fro m  the vast p la n ­
ta tio n  o f Sen. James O. Eastland. 
U n t i l  the  sum m er o f 1964, there  
was no freedom  m ovem ent in  th is  
sm a ll tow n . The m ovem ent d id  
develop the re  th is  sum m er, and 
the  beg inn ing  and cen ter o f the 
m ovem ent w ere the  Sm iths.

Even be fore the  S m iths became 
ac tive  in  the freedom  m ovem ent, 
th e y  had seen h a rd  tim es. B o th  
M r. and M rs. S m ith  had been 
the  c h ild re n  o f sharecroppers and 
had gone to  w o rk  in  the fie ld s  at 
an e a rly  age. T hey  had l i t t le  op­
p o r tu n ity  fo r  schooling. A f te r  
m arriage , th e y  sharecropped fo r  
some years. L o o k in g  fo r  a be tte r

W ith  o n ly  fo u r  weeks le f t  to 
com ple te o u r $17, 000 Socia lis t 
Fund , the  scoreboard shows an 
un co m fo rta b ly  b ig  lag. The to ta l 
collected so fa r  b ring s  us to  51 
pe r cent o f o u r quota. W e should 
be a t the  70 per cent m ark . (See 
scoreboard, page 4. )

T he  biggest change o f the  week 
on the  scoreboard was b y  N ew  
Y o rk  w h ich  m oved fro m  s ix th  
place to  th ird . W ith  the  la rgest 
s ing le  quota in  the coun try , and 
ha v in g  ju s t com ple ted an active, 
expensive e lection  cam paign, th is  
is re a lly  an im pressive  ach ieve­
m ent.

A t  th is  p o in t in  the  d rive , i t ’s 
custom ary fo r  me to  vo ice con­
fidence th a t even though w e ’re 
be h ind  schedule w e ’l l  f in is h  up 
w ith  the  quota com pleted in  fu l l  
and on tim e.

H ow ever, le t m e say in  a ll 
frankness, th a t I  w o u ld  fee l an a w ­
fu l lo t  b e tte r i f  I  d id n ’t  have to 
go th rou gh  th a t f in a l pe riod  o f 
suspenseful w a it in g  —  no m a tte r 
how  con fide n t I  m ay be o f the 
u lt im a te  outcome.

A nd , e n tire ly  a p a rt fro m  m y 
fee lings in  the  m atte r, y o u r con­
tr ib u tio n  is needed now.

So le t me o ffe r  th is  though t: I f  
you ’re  go ing  to do i t  anyw ay, w h y  
no t do i t  now? I f  you ’ve made a 
pledge to  he lp  m eet a lo ca l quota 
and you ’re  beh ind  on y o u r pay-

life , the y  m oved in to  the  tow n  
w here  the y  now  liv e , M r. S m ith  
got w o rk  at a fu rn itu re  store, and 
the y  began b u y in g  a house. T h a t 
was la te  in  the  1950’s.

L a s t yea r the  ow ne r o f the  fu r ­
n itu re  store to ld  M r. S m ith  th a t 
he cou ld pay h im  o n ly  $40 a week. 
W ith  n ine  c h ild re n  and a m a rr ie d  
daughte r and he r fo u r  c h ild re n  to 
p ro v id e  fo r, $40 a w eek was s im ­
p ly  n o t enough. So, a t the  sugges­
t io n  o f the fu rn itu re  store ow ner, 
M r. S m ith  began go ing o u t on h is  
ow n w ith  a tru c k , b u y in g  up used 
fu rn itu re . The ow ne r bought some 
o f i t  fro m  h im  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  
and had helped h im  get a loan 
fro m  the bank  to  s ta rt th is  bus i­
ness o f h is own.

M ade L iving
The used fu rn itu re  business p ro ­

duced l i t t le  m oney, b u t M r. S m ith  
m anaged to  m ake out, supp lem ent­
in g  h is incom e b y  tr ip s  to  Chicago 
w here  he bough t q u ilts  to  b r in g  
back to  sell. The c h ild re n  w o rke d  
in  the  fie lds  d u r in g  the  co tton  sea­
son.

In  J u ly , one o f the  S m iths ’ sons 
was arrested and ja ile d . A cco rd ­
in g  to h is m other, a w h ite  boy 
cursed h im  and he cursed back. 
Subsequently he was arrested by 
a po licem an w ho  happened to  be 
a re la tiv e  o f the w h ite  boy. In  ja i l  
the S m ith  you th  was beaten. The 
beating  resu lted  in  a b ladder in ­
ju ry ,  and he su ffe red  in tense ly  
a fte r  th is . W hen M rs. S m ith  w en t 
to  see he r son in  ja i l ,  he w h is ­
pered to  her w h a t had happened. 
“ T hey  said i f  I  te ll it ,  th e y ’l l  k i l l  
m e, ”  he said. W hen b rough t to 
cou rt, he was fine d  $15 and pu t 
on p roba tion  fo r  30 days.

“ A l l  m y  life , I ’d  kno w n  we 
w e ren ’t  treated r ig h t,  ”  M rs. S m ith  
said to  O pera tion  Freedom  board 
m em bers w ho  had gone to see 
her, “ b u t a fte r th is  happened, I  
decided I  was go ing to do some­
th in g  abou t i t .  ”

M rs. S m ith  was ready to dem ­
onstra te  he r fee lings, as she said, 
“ because I ’m  tire d . T hey ’re  k i l l in g  
us anyw ay, and th e y ’ve done i t  
a ll ou r lives, so w h y  no t die fo r  
som ething? W e m ig h t as w e ll get 
together and die  fo r  som eth ing 
w o rth w h ile . ”

So M r. and M rs. S m ith  w en t 
to  t r y  to  reg is te r to  vote. M r. 
S m ith  was n o t a llow ed to m ake

ments, w h y  no t avo id the  la s t- 
m in u te  rush b y  m ak ing  a paym ent 
th is  week.

A nd , i f  you ’re one o f those read­
ers w h o  has been p la n n in g  to send 
a co n trib u tio n  in to  us d ire c tly , and 
ju s t haven ’t  go tten to  it ,  w h y  no t 
c lip  the coupon be low  and m a il 
in  y o u r c o n trib u tio n  today. I t  w i l l  
be g re a tly  appreciated.
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app lica tio n  because he cou ld no t 
w r ite , and M rs. S m ith  was to ld  
she had fa ile d  because she d id  
no t pass the  lite ra c y  test. She 
tr ie d  again th ree weeks la te r, b u t 
s t i l l  fa ile d  to pass.

M eantim e, the fu rn itu re  dealer 
w hom  M r. S m ith  had w o rked  w ith  
stopped buy in g  fro m  h im . The 
Sm iths d id  no t kn o w  how  they 
w ere  go ing to  l iv e  b u t they were 
becom ing deep ly com m itted  to the 
freedom  movem ent.

Soon w o rke rs  fro m  the Council 
o f Federated O rgan iza tions (CO- 
F O ) —  the  co a lit io n  in  M issis­
s ipp i o f SNCC, SCLC, CORE, and 
the N A A C P  —  came to  tow n  and 
began organ iz ing  vo te r reg is tra ­
t io n  meetings. The S m iths became 
in s tru m e n ta l in  th is  organ iz ing. A t  
the  f ir s t  m eeting  ove r 30 persons 
(in c lu d in g  one o f the  S m iths ’ 
sons) w ere  arrested s im p ly  be­
cause they  had gathered together.

A f te r  th is  a new  m eeting  place 
was needed. The S m iths  o ffe red 
th e ir  house and yard . T h e ir  home 
became the l iv in g  quarters o f 
some o f the COFO w orkers, and 
i t  also became the center o f d is­
tr ib u tio n  fo r  food and c lo th in g  co l­
lected fo r  destitu te  freedom  w o rk ­
ers by  the m ovem ent.

Found W ork
A t the end o f the sum m er, M r. 

S m ith  was desperate fo r  a jo b  to 
suppo rt h is  fa m ily . Through  a 
re la tive  he f in a lly  found a con­
s truc tion  jo b  in  a nearby tow n. On 
the f ir s t  day th a t he was to  re­
p o rt to w o rk , the m an he was de­
pend ing on fo r  a rid e  d id  no t ca ll 
fo r  h im .

So, th a t m orn ing , re a liz in g  fu l l  
w e ll w h a t he w o u ld  be doing, he 
decided to  d r iv e  to  w o rk . Because 
o f a m in o r accident (o r  a con­
cocted accident, w e don’t  kno w  
w h ich ) h is  d r iv e r ’s license had 
been revoked. M rs. S m ith  recalls 
th a t he r husband said: “ I f  I  get 
on the road, I ’m  sub ject to  get 
caught, and the re ’s no te ll in g  w h a t 
th e y ’l l  do because they  w a n t to  
get us; b u t i f  I  stay here I ’l l  w a tch  
m y  ch ild re n  starve. I ’m  going. I ’d 
ra th e r be caught ou t t ry in g  to 
m ake a l iv in g  fo r  m y ch ild re n . ”

T hey  d id  arrest h im , and fined  
h im  $100 and sentenced h im  to  90 
days on the county  fa rm . The 
usual sentence fo r  d r iv in g  w ith o u t 
a license in  th is  area is a $50 fin e  
and no im prisonm en t. M r. S m ith  
began serv ing  the  90 days in  Sep­
tem ber. H is  in a b ili ty  to  pay  the 
f in e  adds a m onth . On the  county 
fa rm  he p icks cotton and does 
o the r fa rm  w o rk .

M rs. S m ith  was able to  v is it  
he r husband recen tly , and he to ld  
he r th a t he doesn’t  reg re t sup­
p o rtin g  the  freedom  m ovem ent. 
“ I ’d stay in  ja i l  fo re ve r i f  the  
o n ly  w a y  to get ou t was to give 
up the m ovem ent, ”  he said.

W ith  M r. S m ith  im prisoned, the 
burden o f keeping the fa m ily  to ­
gether, clothed, and fed fa lls  on 
M rs. S m ith . She can get no w o rk , 
b u t in  the fa ll the o lde r ch ild ren  
a ll p ick  cotton. “ The ch ild re n  can 
get w o rk  in  the fie lds  b u t I  can’t, ”  
M rs. S m ith  said.

Low Pay
She also said, “ The bosses said 

they  w eren ’t  go ing to punish the 
k id s  fo r  w h a t w e d id . ”  The ex­
pression “ no t pun ish ing  the k id s ”  
means th a t the youngsters are 
“ a llow ed”  to w o rk  a ll day from  
sun-up to sun-down p ick in g  cot­
ton fo r  $2. 50 per hundred pounds. 
Because no t a ll the S m ith  ch ild re n  
w ho are old enough fo r  f ie ld  w o rk  
can get w o rk  every day, the fam ­
i ly  incom e fro m  cotton p ick ing  
averages between $4 and S7 a 
w o rk in g  day.

Then, ea rly  in  October, the o ld ­
est son, w ho was 18, was arrested 
and sent to a correctiona l school 
fo r  boys, a lleged ly fo r  s tea ling  a 
pack o f cigarettes fro m  a grocery 
store. T h is  fu r th e r  reduced the 
ea rn ing  pow er o f the fa m ily .

The attacks on the S m ith  fa m ily  
have had th e ir  e ffec t on the  rest

o f the  Negroes in  the tow n . The 
S m iths have been the “ exam ple. ”

In  a sense, m any people —  both 
the Negroes and the w h ite  power 
s truc tu re , b u t fo r  d iffe re n t reasons 
o f course —  are w a it in g  to see i f  
the S m iths can su rv ive . The f irs t  
rea l hope came w hen O pera tion 
Freedom  stepped in  to g ive assist­
ance. I t  was no t a perm anent an­
swer, b u t i t  was lik e  a li fe lin e  at 
a c ru c ia l m om ent.

U n t i l M r. S m ith  gets ou t o f ja i l  
someone ought to see th a t the pay­
ments are made on the house and 
on the tru ck . The p ic k -u p  tru c k  
is M r. S m ith ’s on ly  present means 
o f ge tting  w o rk ; b u t aside fro m  
th is  M r. S m ith ’s tru c k  is a ve ry  
im p o rta n t fac to r in  the freedom  
m ovem ent in  his area and i t  is 
be ing used now  in  v o te r-re g is lra - 
tio n  w o rk . B u t most im p o rta n t o f 
a l l the S m ith  fa m ily  m ust have 
food.

O pera tion  Freedom  is t ry in g  to 
meet these em ergency needs. A nd , 
O pera tion  Freedom  is t ry in g  to 
meet the needs o f o ther fam ilies  
in  s im ila r s itua tions. There  are a 
phenom enal num ber o f fam ilies  in  
s itua tions s im ila r to the Sm iths, 
so m any th a t O pera tion Freedom  
can’t  he lp in  a l l the  s itua tions 
w h ich  have come to its  a tten tion .

Program Spreads
C ontinu ing  the w o rk  i t  began 

ea rly  in  1961, O pera tion  Freedom  
provides fin a n c ia l assistance in  the 
fo rm  o f loans (and in  a fe w  cases 
g ifts ) to  people w ho su ffe r eco­
nom ic reprisa ls  due to th e ir  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the freedom  m ove­
m ent. A lth o u g h  O peration F ree­
dom began th is  p rogram  in  H a y ­
wood and Fayette  counties, T en­
nessee, the program  now  includes 
a la rge area o f M ississipp i, and 
recen tly  some help was given in  
southwest Georgia. A lso, in  order 
th a t th is  assistance be as e ffec tive  
as possible, O pera tion Freedom  
w o rks  th rough  com m ittees in  these 
areas, composed o f loca l people 
active  in  the freedom  m ovem ent.

W hen O peration Freedom  e x ­
panded its  program  in to  M ississip­
p i la te  in  1962, m any o f the peo­
p le  assisted liv e d  in  R u lev ille , a 
D e lta  tow n  w here v ir tu a lly  no Ne­
groes have been reg istered to vote. 
R u le v ille  became a center in  the 
freedom  m ovem ent and fro m  there 
o ther parts  o f M iss iss ipp i have 
caught insp ira tion .

A m zie  Moore, lo n g -tim e  Negro
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leader in  the D e lta  and one ac­
qua in ted  w ith  O pera tion Freedom  
fro m  the beginn ing, said recen tly : 
“ R u le v ille  has done m ore in  the 
freedom  m ovem ent than any o the r 
tow n  o f its  size in  M ississipp i. 
People w onder how  the m ovem ent 
there has surv ived . I  can te ll you. 
I t  was because O peration Freedom  
came in  r ig h t at the im p o rta n t 
m om ent —  in  the beg inn ing w hen 
the f irs t  people who took a stand 
fo r  freedom  w ere be ing harassed, 
f ire d  fro m  th e ir  jobs, pu t o f f  the 
land. O pera tion Freedom  gave 
these key people emergency he lp 
r ig h t then so they could stay. Thus 
R u le v ille  d id  no t lose its  leaders 
and o the r people were g iven cou r­
age. L a te r some o f these people 
helped by  O pera tion  Freedom  
were able to get w o rk ; w hen the 
w h ite  people saw they cou ldn ’t  
ru n  them  ou t anyw ay, they le t 
them  w o rk  again. ”

A m ong the R u le v ille  freedom  
w o rke rs  assisted b y  O pera tion  
Freedom  was M rs. Fann ie Lo u  
Ham er, w ho  came to  be kno w n  to 
m any A m ericans fo r  he r m oving  
speech before the credentia ls com ­
m ittee  o f the D em ocratic  N a tion a l 
C om m ittee las t August.

One man whose fa m ily  was as­
sisted by O pera tion  Freedom  
w ro te : “ We received the hundred 
do lla rs  and were v e ry  glad to  get 
it .  W e spent i t  to get ou r ch ild re n  
c lo th in g  and shoes and we took 
some o f i t  and got food. We are 
hav ing  a p re tty  ha rd  tim e  now. 
We w i l l  overcome by the he lp o f 
the Lo rd . We w ou ld  lik e  to  tha nk  
you m ore than we can say. ”

A l l  con tribu tions  to  O pera tion 
Freedom  go d ire c tly  to the people 
you are try in g  to help, none going 
fo r  a d m in is tra tive  costs. Send yo u r 
c o n trib u tio n  to O pera tion  F ree­
dom, c /o  Rev. M aurice  M cC rack- 
in , 932 D ayton S treet, C in c in n a ti 
14, Ohio.
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A REPORT FROM M IC H IG A N

What the Freedom Now Party Has Accomplished

Report Curb on Vietnam Torture
D u rin g  th e ir  w a r  to  crush th e  A lg e ria n  independence m ove­

m ent, F ren ch  forces co m m itted  unspeakable atroc ities against 
captured  A lg erians . S trong  w o rld  sentim ent was m o b ilized  against 
th is  than ks to th e  courage and in te g r ity  of F rench  in te llec tua ls  
w ho  denounced th e ir  g overn m en t’s crim es.

T od ay , the same k in d  of b estia l crim es are  being com m itted  
in  South V ie tn a m . R ecent developm ents th ere  m oved th e  B ritis h  
au th or, G rah a m  G reene, to declare in  the N ov. 9 London D a ily  
T e leg raph : “ In  th e  past fe w  w eeks photographs h ave appeared  in  
th e  B ritis h  press showing th e  to rtu res  in flic te d  on V ie t  Cong  
prisoners by th e  V ie tn a m  a r m y . . .  T h e  long, slow  slide in to  b a r­
b arism  of th e  W estern  w o rld  seems to have quickened. F o r these 
photographs are  of to rtu res belonging to an  a rm y  w h ich  could  
not ex is t w ith o u t A m erican  a id  and counsel. ”

I t  is g ra tify in g  to  hear these needed w ords o f tru th  fro m  a
distinguished B ritis h  in te llec tu a l. B u t i t  is d ism aying  th a t s im ila r  
w ords are  not being  heard  fro m  A m eric an  in te llec tua ls , w ho  have  
a m ore im m edia te  reason to speak out. Y e t, thus fa r  p u b lic  p ro ­
test in  th is co u n try  has been la rg e ly  lim ite d  to  the le f t -w in g  press.

N o r can it  be argued th a t such protest is in e ffec tu a l.  In  a
special dispatch fro m  its Saigon correspondent, the N ov. 16 N e w
Y o rk  D a ily  N ews  reported:

“U . S. au th orities  here have instructed  A m eric an  m ilita ry  ad ­
visers to  p rev en t govern m en t troops fro m  co m m ittin g  atrocities  
against V ie t  Cong suspects or prisoners. A n  o u tcry  of protest fo l­
low ed  recent p ub lication  of photographs showing Red suspects 
being to rtu re d . .

T h is  should serve as an encouraging re m in d e r th a t every  
voice counts.

A Welcome Sino-Soviet Move
T h e  S o vie t press agency, Tass, has repo rted  th a t a 20, 000- 

k ilo w a tt  tu rb in e  m ade in  the Soviet U n io n  w il l  be shipped to 
C h ina  th is m onth  fo r use in a h y d ro -e le c tr ic  pow er station.

T h is  is th e  f irs t  re p o rt on S o vie t-C h inese tra d e  in  a long  
w h ile . K h ru sh ch ev had a rb itra r i ly  cut m a te r ia l and technical aid  
to C h ina  and severely restric ted  trade , as a crude p ow er m ove in  
th e  S in o -S o v ie t d ispute. I f  S o vie t a id  and tra d e  w ith  C h ina  is to  
be resum ed, as the Tass re p o rt indicates i t  m ay, it w il l  be a good 
th in g  fo r a ll th e  w o rk e rs ’ states.

T h e re  are  m any v ita l and serious questions fac ing  th e  w o rld  
re v o lu tio n a ry  m o vem ent w h ich  should be fu lly  discussed e v e ry ­
w here . T h e  S in o -S o v ie t d ispute raised some of these problem s —  
th e  questions of p ro le ta ria n  in te rn a tio n a lism , “ peacefu l co -ex is t­
ence, ” S ta lin ism  or d e -S ta lin iza tio n , economic in e q u a lity  in  the  
U S S R , and so on. T h is  discussion was and is a ll  to  th e  good, and  
should be developed and deepened. I t  should inc lu d e th e  v ie w ­
points of a ll tendencies, in c lu d in g  the Tro tsky ists . T h e  solution to 
these m om entous questions is essential fo r g e ttin g  the w o r ld  w o rk ­
ing-class m ovem ent back on th e  correct road.

B u t i t  is c r im in a l —  and s e lf-d e fe a tin g  in  th e  long ru n  —  for 
th e  govern m en t o f an y  w o rk e rs ’ state to  b reak  economic, m ilita ry  
and p o litic a l re la tions w ith  an y o ther w o rk e rs ’ state as a pressure  
m ove in  an ideological battle . T h e  m ost thoroughgoing discussion 
can and should go on betw een the parties  (an d  w ith in  th e m ) of 
th e  various w o rk e rs ’ states. W ith o u t those states them selves en ­
gaging in  u n fr ie n d ly  o r hostile  acts against each other.

O n ly  the n arrow est, n ation alis tic , b ureau cratic  policy w ou ld  
d e lib e ra te ly  b rea k  the u n ity  o f th e  w o rk e rs ’ states in  th e  face of 
im p eria lism . T h e  fu n d am en ta l class n a tu re  of these states evokes 
th e  h o s tility  of im p eria lism  to a ll of them , and m akes im p era tive  
a f i r m  a n ti- im p e r ia lis t  a lliance  am ong them .

Fund S c o re b o a rd
C ity Quota Paid Percent
St. Lou is $ 100 $ 85 85
D enver 200 167 83
N ew  Y o rk 4, 300 2, 958 69
M ilw a u ke e 300 200 67
Boston 850 562 66
Chicago 1, 500 920 61
C leveland 550 330 61
D e tro it 900 533 59
A lle n to w n 150 80 53
M inneapo lis -S t. Pau l 1, 200 600 50
Los Angeles 3, 700 1, 463 40
San Francisco 700 236 34
O ak la nd -B e rke ley 700 233 33
San Diego 400 105 26
C onnecticu t 200 35 18
N e w ark 150 20 13
Seattle 550 35 6
P h ila de lph ia 200 5 3
G eneral 350 150 43

T o ta l th rou gh  Nov. 17 $17, 000 $8, 717 51

B y G eorge B re itm a n
D E T R O IT , Nov. 13 —  U nde r u n ­

favo ra b le  conditions, the Freedom  
N ow  P a rty  o f M ich igan  accom­
p lished at least tw o  th ings on elec­
tio n  day: I t  managed to su rv ive  
the  D em ocratic  landslide , w h ich  
was m ore lik e  a hu rrica n e  in  N e­
gro areas. A n d  i t  in troduced  in to  
M ich iga n  p o litic s  the new  idea 
th a t the Negro com m u n ity  should 
b reak w ith  bo th m a jo r pa rties  and 
organize independen tly  o f them  in  
a p a rty  con tro lled  by  and respon­
s ib le  to itse lf.

On election n ig h t, the com bined 
ne w sp ape r-rad io -T V  service co l­
le c ting  re tu rn s  fro m  th roughou t 
the state repea ted ly  reported  over 
the a ir  th a t Rev. A lb e r t  B. Cleage, 
F N P  candidate fo r  governor, had 
received over 19, 000 votes, w ith  
less than tw o -th ird s  o f the to ta l 
ta llie d . Since then, how ever, the 
same agency refuses to c o n firm  
tha t f ig u re , o r even exp la in  it ,  
say ing th a t the Cleage to ta l was 
o n ly  4, 620. O ff ic ia l resu lts  m ay 
not be ava ilab le  u n t il the end o f 
the m on th , and F N P  atto rneys 
were considering  cou rt ac tion  to 
compel a recoun t i f  i t  cou ld  be 
done inexpens ive ly .

There  are an estim ated 260, 000 
Negroes reg is tered to  vo te  in  
M ich igan , accord ing to  Roy W il­
k ins  of the N A A C P . A llo w in g  fo r  
the fac t th a t no t a ll o f those reg­
istered ac tu a lly  voted, and a llo w ­
ing  also fo r  the fac t th a t some 
w h ites  voted fo r  h im , Cleage’s

R ev. A lb e rt C leage

vote represented ap p ro x im a te ly  
n ine  per cent o f the M ich iga n  N e­
groes w ho voted on e lection day, 
i f  i t  was in  the 19, 000 range; and 
a p p ro x im a te ly  tw o  per cent i f  i t  
was the low est f ig u re  cited. Can­
d idates fo r  the state leg is la tu re  
fro m  W ayne C oun ty  d is tr ic ts  v a r ­
ied fro m  tw o  per cent to  on e -h a lf 
pe r cent.

W h ile  no t spectacular, even a 
tw o  per cent f ig u re  fo r  Cleage is 
a c red itab le  ach ievem ent w hen a ll 
the circum stances are considered.

The p o lit ic a l circum stances were 
abou t as bad as the y  cou ld be fo r  
a new  pa rty . A m ong Negroes the 
fea r and hate o f G o ldw a te rism  
was grea te r than in  any o ther sec­
t io n  o f the popu la tion . A ltho ug h  
they have a lw ays voted ove r­
w h e lm in g ly  fo r  the Dem ocrats 
since the depression o f the  1930s, 
th is  tim e  i t  was p ra c tic a lly  unan­
im ous fo r  Johnson.

M ich iga n  is one o f the states 
w here by p u llin g  a s ingle leve r 
you can vote a s tra ig h t-p a rty  
tic ke t, and th a t is the w a y  m ost 
b lack  and w h ite  w o rke rs  vote 
here. D em ocra tic  cam paign w o rk ­
ers stationed a t eve ry  p rec inc t 
w arned vote rs n o t to  “ take any 
chance o f messing up y o u r b a llo t”  
by s p lit t in g  th e ir  vote. The FN P 
urged Negroes to  p u ll dow n the 
“ s tra ig h t-F N P ”  le v e r ( fo r  17 
s ta tew ide candidates and up to 
e igh t others in  W ayne C o un ty ) 
and then go to  ano the r lin e  to

vote th e ir  choice fo r  president, 
fo r  w h ich  the  FN P  had no can d i­
date. Instead, m ost Negroes, w a n t­
in g  above a ll to  vote fo r  Johnson, 
p u lle d  the s tra ig h t-p a r ty  le ve r fo r  
the  Dem ocrats.

B u t even i f  the D em ocratic  
sweep and the  s tra ig h t- t ic k e t t ra ­
d itio n  here w ere  no t so strong, 
the obstacles fac in g  the F N P  were 
enormous.

T h is  was the f ir s t  tim e  in  the 
e n tire  h is to ry  o f the  c o u n try  tha t 
an independent Negro p a rty  had 
appeared on s ta te -w ide  ba llo t. The 
idea was so new, so bold , so u n ­
conven tiona l, th a t i t  shocked most 
people, in c lu d in g  m ost Negroes.

T he F N P ’s task, o f course, was 
not"'- made easier b y  the to rre n t 
o f lies poured on i t  by  v ir tu a lly  
eve ry  p o lit ic a l tendency in  the 
state. The ca p ita lis t press, the 
strong  la bo r m ovem ent and eve ry  
“ respectable”  N egro leader in  
M ich iga n  lied , attacked, r id ic u le d  
and lied  again abou t the  FNP.

The FN P  was charged w ith  
be ing rac is t, w ith  be ing a “ M us­
l im ”  group, w ith  opposing in te ­
g ra tion , w ith  fa v o rin g  a separate 
Negro na tion , w ith  advoca ting  
v io lence. T he  lib e ra l Dem ocrats 
added the lie  th a t i t  was secre tly  
w o rk in g  on b e ha lf o f the  R epub­
licans, and the U ncle  Tom s chim ed 
in  w ith  the lie  th a t i t  was try in g  
to “ d iv id e ”  the  Negro com m un ity .

In  the  la s t week o f the cam ­
pa ign the  Dem ocrats and the U A W  
leadership b ro u g h t M a rt in  L u th e r  
K in g , A dam  C lay ton  P ow e ll, B a y ­
a rd  R ustin , N o rm an H i l l  and 
A aron  H e n ry  in to  D e tro it  to  do 
la s t-m in u te  ha tche t-jobs  on the  
FNP. The FN P  leaders fou gh t back 
v ig o ro us ly  and m il ita n t ly ,  b u t 
these people have considerable 
prestige in  the Negro com m u n ity  
and the re  is no doub t th a t they 
d id  damage to  the F N P  vote.

The f ir s t  serious e ffo r t  to  lead 
the  Negro people ou t o f the 
c lu tches o f the ca p ita lis t tw o - 
p a r ty  system deserved the sym ­
pa thy  and aid  o f eve ry  rad ica l 
o rgan iza tion , b u t w ith  the excep­
tion  o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a r­
ty  and the Y oung S ocia lis t A l ­
liance, no support was g iven by 
any rad ica l g roup  in  M ich igan .

On the con tra ry , they endorsed 
the lies and spread them , as 
though they subscribed to  the no­
t io n  th a t the  N egro vote “ belongs”  
to the Dem ocrats in  the same w ay 
th a t a slave belongs to  a s lave­
ho lder. T he  C om m unis t P a rty  p u t 
heavy pressure on Negroes under 
its  in flue nce  n o t to have an y th in g  
to  do w ith  the  FN P  unde r any c ir ­
cumstance.

In  ad d itio n  to the m is rep re ­
sentation and h o s t ility  o f these 
forces, the FN P  has had to con­
tend w ith  a fa c t th a t cannot be 
stressed too m uch: The a ttem p t to 
create an independent p a rty  rep ­
resents a b reak w ith  tra d it io n  and 
precedent so sharp tha t in  the 
be g inn ing  the  ve ry  idea was “ u n ­
th in k a b le ”  except fo r  the m ost 
advanced forces.

Incomplete Picture
A s  a re su lt o f bo th  these factors, 

m ost Negroes in  M ich iga n  s t i l l  
have no t gotten a c lear and com ­
p le te  idea o f the F N P  and its  aims. 
M ost o f them  now  have heard 
som eth ing abou t the FNP, w h ich  
means they have had to th in k  
about i t  to some degree, how ever 
b r ie f ly  and inadequate ly . T h a t is 
no t the same th in g  as 1) fu l ly  
unde rs tand ing  w h a t the FN P  
stands fo r, o r 2) agreeing w ith  it. 
B u t i t  is a f i r s t  step in  th a t d ire c ­
tion . To re a lly  apprecia te  the d i f ­
f ic u ltie s  o f th a t f i r s t  step, some 
know ledge o f the F N P ’s h is to ry  
w o u ld  be he lp fu l.

The F N P  was started in  August, 
1963, th rou gh  a “ c a ll”  b y  a n u m ­
ber o f b lack  in te lle c tu a ls  in  New  
Y o rk . I t  was to be a na tion a l p a r­
ty , and sm a ll groups w ere  soon 
fo rm ed  in  several areas (d u r in g  
O ctober in  M ic h ig a n ) . B u t fo r  
va rious  reasons these groups d id  
n o t pass beyond the area o f d is -

B A S IS  F O R  B U IL D IN G  F N P . 
young N egro  w om an by cop ii  
fo r  fig h tin g  racist oppression.

cussion. O n ly  in  M ich iga n  d id  the 
loca l g roup undertake  the  hard  
w o rk  o f ge tting  on the state b a l­
lo t in  1964. Some o f the local 
groups s t i l l  exist, b u t m ost o f the 
n a tio n a l in it ia to rs  dropped aw ay 
o r became inactive .

The M ich igan  g roup  was fo rm ed 
in  the b e lie f th a t i t  w o u ld  get the 
advice and he lp o f a n a tion a l p a r­
ty  and a na tio n a l leadership. I n ­
stead, i t  was th ro w n  on its  own 
resources. W h ile  th is  w o rked  out 
p o s it iv e ly  in  some ways, s t im u la t­
in g  loca l in it ia t iv e  and experim en t, 
i t  was a hand icap in  o ther ways.

M uch has been w r it te n  n a tio n ­
a lly  about “ w h a t the F N P  stands 
fo r ,  ”  bu t m ost o f i t  is nonsense, 
even w hen the  w r ite rs  are no t 
com p le te ly  biased, because the 
FN P  has no t ye t he ld  any conven­
tion , na tio n a l o r reg iona l, to  pool 
ideas and a rr iv e  a t com m on posi­
tions. I t  the re fo re  has n e ith e r a 
na tion a l p rogram , a na tiona l lead ­
ersh ip  n o r a na tion a l o rg an iza tio n ­
al s truc tu re . (Som e d ra ft  p la t­
fo rm s were w r it te n  in  N ew  Y o i 'k  
in  the  e a rly  p a rt o f the  year, b u t 
the y  w ere  never accepted b y  any 
conference and represented on ly  
in d iv id u a l op in ions ra th e r than the 
position  o f the p a r ty .  )

So the  M ich iga n  F N P  has had 
to go i t  alone, w ith o u t p o lit ic a l 
co llabo ra tion  o r a id  fro m  a na ­
tio n a l m ovem ent. T h is  made a 
hard  jo b  harder. A l l  the im p o rta n t 
p o lit ic a l issues are na tio n a l and 
in te rn a tio n a l; h a rd ly  any can be 
solved in  a s ing le  state. The M ic h ­
igan F N P  was no t prepared to 
w r ite  a na tio n a l p rogram , b u t 
w ith o u t one its  a c tiv itie s  su ffe red, 
bo th  e x te rn a lly  and in te rn a lly . 
F o r the  absence o f a na tio n a l p ro ­
gram  and a na tio n a l o rgan iza tion  
ra ised v ita l questions abou t the 
na tu re  and d ire c tio n  o f the M ic h ­
igan  F N P  th a t have never been 
com p le te ly  settled.

In  M ich igan  the FN P  is now  
around a year o ld. I ts  f i r s t  s ix  
m onths w ere  devoted a lm ost en­
t ir e ly  to p e titio n -g a th e rin g . The 
o ther sides o f n o rm a l p o lit ic a l ac­
t iv i t y  —  education , re c ru it in g  o f 
new  mem bers, spread ing o f p ro ­
paganda and, above a ll, w o rk in g  
ou t a p rogram  to u n ite  the m em ­
bers and in sp ire  them  fo r  the  long 
h a u l —  w ere  subord ina ted  to  get­
t in g  on the  ba llo t. I f  i t  had been 
done d iffe re n tly , perhaps the FN P 
w o u ld  no t have got on the  b a llo t 
th is  year; b u t do ing i t  th is  w ay 
helped to  create o r sharpen p ro b ­
lem s th a t came to the  fo re  la te r.

Because the F N P  w on ba llo t 
r ig h ts  by  co llec tin g  22, 000 s ign­
atures, m any people, outside M ic h -
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aged D e tro it  Negroes in  fro n t of police station protest k illin g  of 
n m e r of 1963. M a n y  ghetto residents a re  seeking e ffe c tive  vehic le

gan especia lly, got the im pression 
ha t i t  is la rg e r n u m e ric a lly  than 
t is a c tu a lly  is. The t ru th  appears 
o be tha t the m em bersh ip runs 
n the hundreds, no t the thousands, 
ind the nu m be r o f dependable ac- 
iv is ts  is sm a lle r than tha t.

Besides be ing a re la t iv e ly  sm all 
irgan iza tion  ta k in g  on a g igan tic  
ob, the FN P  suffe red fro m  in e x -  
>erience, as Rev. Cleage was the 
irs t to  po in t ou t p u b lic ly . V ery  
ew o f its  leaders o r m em bers had 
; v e r he ld  posts o f re sp o n s ib ility  or 
m th o r ity  in  any p o lit ic a l p a rty , 
vhere they could acquire o r de­
velop p o lit ic a l ta len ts  and organ- 
za tiona l kno w -h ow . As a resu lt, 
; ome m istakes w ere unavo idable.

M em bers o f o ther m in o r ity  po- 
it ic a l groups lend , I  th in k , to 
m dcrs tim a te  th is  fac to r. They 
rave seen how new people come 
n to  th e ir  organ izations abso lu te ly  
; reen, w ith o u t any p rev ious po- 
it ic a l o r o rgan iza tiona l back­
ground, and o ften are able in  a 
'ew m onths to make b ig  c o n trib u - 
;  ons and p la y  lead ing  roles.

W ha t they ove rlook  is the d i f -  
'erence between com ing in to  an 
ístablished o rgan iza tion  w ith  a 
ra d it io n ,  gene ra lly  accepted ways 
>f do ing  th ings, and a leadersh ip  
>f some c o n tin u ity  th a t can trans ­
n i t  the lessons o f past experiences 
in d  m istakes to  new  m em bers —  
jn d  com ing in to  an e n tire ly  new 
organization w ith o u t a tra d itio n , 
. v ith o u t agreed-on m ethods o f 
operating, w ith o u t accum ulated 
oxperience, w ith o u t an e x p e ri-  
mced leadership, w ith  a lm ost a ll 
questions o f po licy  and organ iza- 
don s t i l l  open and to  be decided, 
i t  makes qu ite  a d iffe rence .

H e n ry  Cleage

In  M ay, a fte r  the  p a rty  was cer­
tif ie d  fo r  the ba llo t, i t  was gripped 
by an in te rn a l fac tio na l s trugg le 
produced by inexperience, im p a ­
tience, pe rson a lity  clashes and u n ­
ce rta in ty  over w h a t k in d  o f s truc ­
tu re  and p rogram  the p a rty  should 
have.

D isputes and struggles are p a rt 
o f the process o f g ro w th , in e v it ­
able in  any dem ocra tic  organ iza­
tion . They also can be educational, 
even bene fic ia l, i f  p rogram m atic  
d iffe rences u n d e rly in g  them  can 
be fo rm u la te d  c le a rly  and then 
debated and resolved on th e ir 
m erits .

B u t i f  p rog ram m atic  d iffe rences 
were the u n d e rly in g  cause o f th is  
p a rtic u la r struggle, they  rem ained 
obscure and were never c le a rly  
expressed by anyone. Instead the 
d ispu te  took the fo rm  o f opposi­
tion  versus support to  the FN P  
leadersh ip  centered around Rev. 
Cleage. T h is  was p a r t ly  because 
o f the w ay the p a rty  had been o r­
ganized.

No conven tion  was he ld a t the 
beg inn ing  to elect a leadership. A  
few  people came together —  few  
because no t m any w ere  w i l l in g  to 
s tick  th e ir  necks ou t at th a t p o in t 
—  and, in  o rd e r to  get a pe titio n  
cam paign going w ith o u t de lay, de­
signated themselves as a state 
com m ittee , w ith  Cleage as c h a ir­
man. T h e ir ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r  th is  
procedure was th a t i f  they w a ited  
u n t i l  an o rgan iza tion  was b u ilt ,  
u n t i l  d iscussion was held, u n t il o f­
fice rs  were elected, the F N P  w o u ld  
no t get on the  b a llo t th is  year.

Nobody questioned th is  a rrange­
m en t u n t il the in te rn a l d ispu te  
began, w hen the a u th o r ity  o f the 
state com m ittee (to  set the ru les 
fo r  o rgan iz ing  the f ir s t  state con­
ven tion ) was challenged. E ven t­
u a lly  the m em bers dem ocra tica lly  
voted by  a decisive m a jo r ity  to 
up ho ld  the  state com m ittee ’s au­
th o rity .

B u t some o f the b itte rness and 
suspicion continued, a lm ost pa ra ­
ly z in g  the  p a rty  d u r in g  fo u r  p re ­
cious m onths w hen i t  should have 
been c la r ify in g  and com p le ting  its  
program , selecting its  candidates 
and la un ch in g  its  e lection cam ­
paign. V a luab le  tim e  and oppor­
tu n ity  w ere lost u n t il la te  Septem ­
ber w hen the f ir s t  FN P  state con­
ven tion  was held, and candidates 
were chosen, a state p la tfo rm  
adopted, and a state com m ittee  
elected. O n ly  then, 45 sho rt days 
be fore the e lection, d id  the  m em ­
bers close ranks  and begin to p u t 
together th e ir  cam paign apparatus.

N o o the r p a rty  in  the  cam paign, 
m a jo r o r m in o r, operated under

such a handicap. W hat m ig h t have 
been done in  f iv e  o r s ix  m onths 
could not be done in  one and a 
ha lf. The p a rty  ra llie d  to the oc­
casion and cam paigned v a lia n tly , 
bu t its  effectiveness was lim ite d .

I t  was lim ite d  m a in ly  by  the 
o v e r-a ll p o lit ic a l s itua tion  —  and 
by lack  o f m oney, fewness o f cam ­
paign w o rke rs  and o ther factors 
o v e r . w h ich  the  p a r ty  had l i t t le  
con tro l. I t  was lim ite d  also by  u n ­
ce rta in ty , confusion and illus ions  
among some o f the p a rty  m em ­
bers, in c lu d in g  some candidates.

A n  il lu s tra t io n  was the state 
p la tfo rm  adopted by  the  state con­
ven tion  (re p rin te d  in  the  Oct. 5 
M il ita n t ) .  I t  has a num ber o f good 
points, b u t on the w ho le  i t  is 
characterized by  vagueness; i t  is 
ve ry  general. Read by  someone 
u n fa m ilia r  w ith  the FN P , i t  raises 
m ore questions than i t  answers. 
E xp lan a tion  was the  c ry in g  need, 
and i t  does no t exp la in  v e ry  m uch.

I  have heard i t  said th a t the 
p la tfo rm  was de lib e ra te ly  vague 
—  in  o rder to m ake i t  b roader in  
appeal. B u t i t  d id n ’t  w o rk  ou t th a t 
w ay. U n ce rta in ty  abou t im p o rta n t 
unreso lved questions was con­
tinued , n o t cleared up. T h is  be­
came re flec ted  in  one-sided and 
inconsistent statem ents by  some o f 
the  candidates d u r in g  the  cam ­
paign.

Some made i t  seem th a t fo rc in g  
concessions fro m  the m a jo r p a r­
ties (such as th e ir  no m in a tion  of 
a Negro fo r  lieu te nan t-g ove rno r 
ne x t t im e ) was the ch ie f aim  of 
the  FNP, w h ile  others m ore co r­
re c tly  spoke o f such concessions 
as a resu lt, as a b y -p rod uc t, o f 
a la rge  F N P  vote. Some em pha­
sized p r im a r ily  the  need to  elect 
b lack  candidates, w ith o u t enough 
concrete a ttack  on the b lack  can­
d idates o f the m a jo r parties. A  
fe w  w anted to have the F N P  sup­
p o rt Johnson, in  o rder to get m ore 
votes.

Blurred Image
Even the ra c ia l cha racter o f the 

p a rty  became b lu rre d  in  the cam ­
pa ign. The practice  so fa r  has been 
to  keep the m em bersh ip a ll-b la c k , 
b u t the  state conven tion  fa ile d  to 
deal w ith  th is  question (as w ith  
o th e rs ). A t  least tw o  candidates 
said d u r in g  the cam paign tha t the 
FN P  is no t a ll-b la c k , th a t an y ­
one is w elcom e to jo in . T h is  tended 
to  create the im pression th a t 
spokesmen o f the  p a rty  w ere  in ­
sincere o r d id  not kn o w  w h a t they 
w ere  ta lk in g  about.

M ore  understandable, bu t also 
w rong , was the  illu s io n  he ld  by 
some o f the  leaders about the 
num ber o f votes they w o u ld  get 
at the  polls. They tho ugh t th a t 
Negroes, once in  the p r iv a c y  o f 
the booth, w ou ld  be unab le to vote 
against a p a rty  bearing  the name 
o f “ Freedom  N ow . ”  Several can­
didates serious ly  expected to get 
elected, and spent m ost o f th e ir  
m oney on posters bearing  names 
and a slogan o r tw o , and not 
enough on lite ra tu re  re fu t in g  the 
lies about the p a rty . (The p rin te d  
cam paign propaganda was on the 
weak side, no t m a tch ing  the  edu­
ca tiona l q u a lity  o f speeches by 
Cleage, M ilto n  H e n ry  and some 
o thers . )

The same illu s io n  about the vote 
m ay account fo r  in s u ff ic ie n t a t­
ten tion  to rou tine  p a r ty -b u ild in g , 
re c ru it in g  and educational a c tiv ity . 
Some tho ugh t th a t the w ay to 
b u ild  the p a r ty  was to ro l l  up a 
b ig  vo te  and elect some cand i­
dates, a fte r w h ich  new  m em bers 
w o u ld  flo c k  in . I t  is p la in  now 
th a t b u ild in g  a mass p a rty  is no t 
th a t easy; i t  can’t  be done th rough  
a fe w  weeks o f e lectioneering, b u t 
needs sustained a c t iv ity  on m any 
fro n ts  th rou gh ou t the year.

Such weaknesses, w h ich  can be 
overcom e w ith  fu r th e r  e x p e r i­
ence, m ay exp la in  w h y  the FN P 
vote  was no t b igger. B u t they m ust 
be seen in  co rrect perspective, fo r  
the y  do no t in_any. w a y  a lte r  the 
unden iab le  ach ievem ent o f the 
F N P  cam paign: A ga in s t the h u r ­

ricane  the F N P  stood f ir m  and 
fearless ly  expounded the basic 
p r in c ip le  th a t had b ro ug h t i t  in to  
existence —  independent b lack 
p o lit ic a l action.

U nshaken by the p re v a ilin g  
w inds o f op po rtu n ism  and exped i­
ency, the F N P  raised and m il ita n t ly  
defended the banner o f Negro po­
l i t ic a l independence. The banner 
d id  n o t a ttra c t as m any re c ru its  as 
FN P  m em bers hoped, b u t i t  is s t i l l  
f ly in g . A nd  i t  w i l l  be there, as a 
ra lly in g  center, w hen the  masses 
begin to taste the b it te r  f ru its  of 
the D em ocra tic  v ic to ry  and rea lize 
they have been rooked again.

M ost Negroes were no t con­
v inced th is  tim e. B u t a new idea 
has been p lan ted in  th e ir  m inds, 
and they  w i l l  have occasion to 
th in k  about i t  again. M eanw h ile , 
a t least tw o  per cent o f the  Negro 
voters a lready have g iven i t  th e ir  
support at the b a llo t box —  an 
idea none o f them  w o u ld  have 
dream ed o f tw o  years ago. I f  these 
tw o  per cent can be recru ited , 
educated and activa ted, the F N P ’s 
second cam paign w i l l  be m any 
tim es b igger and be tte r than its  
f irs t.

I t  w i l l  be be tte r in  any case. 
F rom  a ll ind ica tions, the  m em bers 
have learned m any lessons fro m  
th is  ' cam paign; the leadersh ip  
passed a ha rd  test and its  au­
th o r ity  has risen ; and the  p a r ty  
as a w hole , fa r  fro m  be ing dis­
heartened, is c o n fid e n tly  fac in g  
the fu tu re  and a lready  p re p a rin g  
its  n e x t steps.

One f in a l po in t: To eva luate the  
c o n trib u tio n  made b y  the  F N P  and 
to  m easure the s ta tu re  o f its  lead­
ersh ip , one need o n ly  com pare 
them  w ith  the n a tio n a lly  b e tte r- 
kno w n  Negro leaders and the  in ­
f in i te ly  m ore p o w e rfu l un ion  lead­
ers. One and a ll, the la tte r  cap­
itu la te d  d isg ra ce fu lly  to  the  Dem o­
crats and w ere  swept aw ay in  the 
D em ocratic  flood. The F N P  lead­
ers stand head and shoulders 
above them  a ll;  they  represent the  
p o lit ic a lly  m ost advanced tenden­
cy in  the w ho le  Negro m ovem ent; 
they set an exam ple th a t a l l  o f the 
mass m ovem ent w i l l  have to  fo l­
lo w  sooner o r la te r. F o r th is  they 
have earned the thanks and de­
serve the support o f everyone w ho 
hates oppression and e xp lo ita tio n .
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New Soviet Regime Seeks 
To Gain Popular Support

B y  G eorge Saunders
T he new  m asters in  the K re m ­

lin ,  fa r  fro m  reve rs ing  “ d e -S ta lin -  
iza tio n , ”  a re  f ra n t ic a lly  seeking to 
c u r ry  fa v o r w ith  a ll im p o rta n t 
layers  o f S oviet society. T hey  have 
g ranted increased r ig h ts  to  fa c to ry  
managers, d is tr ib u te d  the  f ir s t  
w h ite  f lo u r  in  a yea r to M oscow 
w o rke rs ’ fam ilies , prom ised a sen­
sa tiona l 25 pe r cent slash in  m eat 
and b u tte r  prices, and eased re ­
s tr ic tio n s  on the p r iv a te  en te rp rise  
o f co llec tive  fa rm ers  w ho  raise 
vegetables and lives tock  on th e ir  
in d iv id u a l garden plots.

A lso  w o rth y  o f note are conces­
sions m ade in  the past fe w  weeks 
to  S ovie t in te lle c tu a ls  and sc i­
entists. One step is the open ing 
o f a cam paign against the n o to r i­
ous Lysenko , w ho, un de r S ta lin , 
became the  sym bo l o f bu reaucra tic  
con tro l ove r S ov ie t science. L y ­
senko con tinued to  en joy  a h igh  
pos ition  unde r K hrushchev.

P a rt ic ip a tin g  in  the d riv e  
against Lysenko is V la d im ir  D u - 
d in tsev. T h is  w r i te r  had long  been 
unde r a shadow because h is 1956 
novel, N o t B y  B read A lone , w h ich , 
depicted an in v e n to r fru s tra te d  by  
bureaucra ts do m in a tin g  S ov ie t sc i­
ence and in d u s try .

Release T w o
T he new  ru le rs  in  the  K re m lin  

have also ordered the release o f 
tw o  persecuted l i te ra ry  figu res. 
One, O lga Iv in ska ya , was an as­
sociate o f the la te  poet B o ris  Pas­
te rnak . She was v in d ic t iv e ly  im ­
prisoned sh o rtly  a fte r  h is death.

T he  o the r is Io s if  B rodsky , a 
young  Le n ing ra d  poet, w ho  was 
tr ie d  and sentenced las t sp ring  
u n d e r the “ a n ti-p a ra s ite ”  law . 
B ro d s k y ’s t r ia l  occasioned con­
s iderab le  pro test am ong S oviet in ­
te llec tua ls  w ho  c ircu la te d  m an u ­
s c r ip t copies o f the t r ia l  proceed­
ings. The t r ia l  was ge ne ra lly  
v iew ed  as a S ta lin - ty p e  a ttem p t to 
in tim id a te  no nco n fo rm is t w rite rs . 
S eve ra l p ro m in e n t S ovie t in te l­
lec tua ls  took p a rt in  a cam paign

Reading About Cuba a Crime
T he governm ent o f Jam aica, re ­

f le c tin g  pressure fro m  the U. S. 
S tate D epartm ent, rece n tly  added 
16 Cuban pub lica tio ns  to a l is t  o f 
p ro h ib ite d  lite ra tu re . C itizens 
fou nd  read ing  o r ha v in g  such p u b ­
lica tion s  in  th e ir  possession face 
fines  o f £50 ($142) o r s ix  m onths 
in  ja i l ;  fo r  im p o rtin g , d is tr ib u tin g  
o r re p r in t in g  such lite ra tu re  one 
runs the  r is k  o f £100 f in e  o r one 
yea r im p risonm en t. T h is  is the 
same governm ent w h ich , las t year, 
h ire d  an A m erican  f irm  to f in g e r-

Gift Suggestion
Bound V olum es

International
Socialist Review

M a rx is t the o re tica l magazine
of Am erican socialism

1961-63, One B in d in g . . .  $ 8 . 00
1957-60, “ . 10. 00
1954-56, “ . 10 .  00
1952-53 “ . 10. 00
1950-51, “ . 10 . 00
1948-49, “ . 15. 00
1945 th ru  1947 (each).. . 12 .  00
1944 ..................................... 15. 00
1943 ..................................... 18. 00
1942 ..................................... 18. 00
1940-41, One B in d in g .. . 2 0 . 00
1939.  \ .................................. 25. 00
1938 ..................................... 35. 00
1934-36, One B in d in g . . . 75. 00

(A ll In rood condition, but not all
new. Early  years available only in
very  lim ited  supply. )

Order from

IS R , 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place
N e w  Y o rk , N . Y .  10003

B rezh nev

to rescind B rod sky ’s e x ile  in  the 
fa r  no rth .

A n o th e r concession b y  the 
K re m lin  is the release o f L e n in ’s 
Sentries, a f i lm  b y  the  young d i­
rec to r K hu ts iev . The f i lm  was 
s trong ly  c rit ic ize d  by  K hrushchev 
in  M arch  1953 fo r  dep ic ting  con­
f l ic t  between the  S ovie t younger 
generation and th e ir  “ fa thers. ”  
The f ilm , however, is reported  to  
have been d ra s tica lly  cut.

As yet, how ever, the re  is no 
w o rd  o f any rep rieve  fo r  three 
young students o f the Moscow In ­
s titu te  o f In te rn a tio n a l Relations, 
sentenced las t M a y  to  th ree to 
f iv e  years o f forced labor. In  a 
t r ia l s im ila r to B rod sky ’s, they 
were accused o f supposedly p lo t­
t in g  to assassinate K hrushchev. In  
re a lity , the students had, in  pe r­
sonal conversation, c rit ic ize d  con­
t in u in g  ho ldovers o f the S ta lin  era 
in  Soviet life .

p r in t  citizens reg is te ring  to  vote. 
The U nem ployed W orkers Coun­
c il, a m il ita n t  a n ti- im p e r ia lis t o r­
ganization , in  its  w e ek ly  organ 
The R igh t to W ork, denounced 
th is  v io la tio n  o f p o lit ic a l lib e rtie s  
and urged Jam aicans to struggle 
to defend th e ir  r ig h t “ to  read o f 
the s trugg le  and h is to ry  o f ou r 
b ro thers  th roughou t the w o rld . ”

United Fruit Not Welcome
The P h ilip p in e  governm ent has 

dropped a p lan  to  lease pu b lic  
p ro p e rty  to the U n ite d  F ru it  Com ­
pany. The com pany was ready to 
inves t $10 m il lio n  in  a “ jo in t  ven­
tu re ”  to  tu rn  a penal colony in to  
a p ro fita b le ' p lan ta tion  g ro w in g  
bananas fo r  exp o rt to  Japan. 
W idespread protests against th is  
scheme came no t long a fte r dem ­
onstra tors in  M a n ila  had protested 
the p riv ile ge d  pos ition  o f the  U. S. 
in  trade  w ith  the P h ilipp ines. 
C ritics  b ro ug h t up  U n ited  F r u it ’s 
re p u ta tio n  fo r  ru n n in g  “ banana 
repub lics”  in  L a t in  A m erica . A nd  
there were charges tha t the M ac- 
apagal governm ent was o ffe rin g  
the land  a t a r id ic u lo u s ly  lo w  
price.

Urge Release of Luis Vitale
C h ile ’s new  governm ent has 

been pe titioned  to end the ex ile  
and restore the c itizensh ip  o f L u is  
V ita le , the  w e ll-k n o w n  T ro ts k y ­
is t and fo rm e r leader o f the  Cen­
tra l U n ica  de Trabajadores.

V ita le  was found  “ g u ilty ”  o f o r­
ganiz ing dem onstrations in  support 
o f Cuba d u rin g  the Caribbean 
cris is  o f October 1962. The A les- 
sandri governm ent he ld th a t le a f­
le ts pasted up then w ere  “ in fla m ­
m a to ry ”  because they  advocated 
M a rx is t-L e n in is t positions. V ita le  
was sentenced to 541 days in  e x -

B y F red  Halstead
D u rin g  the recent e lection cam ­

paign there was a w idespread ten­
dency w ith in  the  A m erican  le f t  to 
characterize B a rry  G o ldw a te r as 
a “ fascist. ”  Some w e n t so fa r  as 
to assert th a t a t the San Francisco 
conven tion  the  R epublican P a r­
ty  had been cap tu red  b y  “ an 
A m erican  fascist m ovem ent. ”  
O thers said th a t G o ldw a te rism  
represented the th re a t o f an im ­
m in en t fac is t takeover in  th is  
coun try .

A m ong those on the le ft  w ho 
w ere  m ost categorical in  ap p ly ing  
the  te rm  “ fascist”  to  G o ldw a te r 
was the  C om m unist P a rty . N o t 
m any p o lit ic a lly  experienced peo­
ple take the  use o f th is  w o rd  by  
the CP v e ry  seriously, since i t  
has a record o f m onum enta l con­
fus ion  in  th is  regard. (F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt, T ito  o f Yugoslavia , and 
T ro tsky  are among the m an y la ­
beled “ fascist”  b y  the CP a t one 
tim e  or ano the r. )

Those w h o  use the te rm  “ fas­
cism ”  s im p ly  as an ep ithe t do a 
disservice to the m ovem ent fo r  so­
c ia l progress. There are several 
reasons w h y  i t  is im p o rta n t to  be 
c lear on the sc ie n tific  m eaning of 
th is  w ord , and to be ca re fu l and 
precise in  its  use. “ Fascism”  re fers 
no t to  r ig h t-w in g  m ovem ents in  
general, b u t to  a p a rtic u la r k in d  o f 
c o u n te r-re vo lu tio n a ry  movem ent. 
I t  is the m ost dangerous k in d . I t  
flou rishes under ce rta in  special 
conditions, and special methods 
are requ ired  to  f ig h t it .

To re fe r to every r ig h t-w in g  
developm ent as “ fasc is t”  is lik e  
c ry in g  “ w o lf ”  at every dog one 
sees. I t  is a dangerous practice, 
w h ich  can leave the re vo lu tio n a ry  
forces unaw are o f the approach of 
the m ost serious danger w hen a 
rea l fascist th re a t appears.

S pec ifica lly , the w o rd  “ fascism ”  
comes fro m  the Ita lia n  counter­
re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent o f B en ito  
M usso lin i, The te rm  was c o rre c tly  
applied to  H it le r ’s N azi m ovem ent, 
to  the F ranco -led  reb e llio n  in

ile  in  the  sm all tow n  o f Curepto 
in  southern Chile . The A rg e n tin e - 
bo rn  socia lis t’s c itizensh ip  was 
also revoked.

C lo ta rio  B lest, fo rm e r head o f 
the C h ilean labo r m ovem ent, o ften  
called the  “ John L . Le w is  o f 
C h ile , ”  is in  the fo re fro n t o f the 
p e tit io n  m ovem ent. H e was a r­
rested along w ith  V ita le  b u t was 
released. B oth  B lest and a p ro m ­
in en t S ocia list leader, Oscar Waiss, 
have sent le tte rs  to the new  m in ­
is te r o f the  in te r io r, B ernardo 
Le igh ton , u rg in g  V ita le ’s release.

Kerala Food Protest
F u rth e r protests over food sho rt­

ages and p rice  speculation oc­
curred  Nov. 10 in  the  In d ia n  state 
o f K era la . S tudents stayed ou t o f 
school. D em onstrators looted shops 
and seized rice  fro m  governm ent 
warehouses. A n g ry  crow ds re p o rt­
ed ly  to ld  warehouse guards: “ Feed 
us o r shoot us! ”  The na tiona l In ­
d ian  governm ent had e a rlie r in ­
troduced ra tio n in g  in  K e ra la  and 
prom ised to  ship r ice  to  {he fa ­
m in e -s tr icke n  area, b u t the re  were 
unexp la ined delays.

Brazil Feeds Rent-Sharks
The k in d  o f “ progress”  b rough t 

to B ra z il b y  the m ilita r is ts  who 
seized pow er last A p r i l can be seen 
in  the governm ent’s cu rre n t l i f t ­
in g  o f re n t contro ls. C on tro ls  on 
re n t had been in  e ffec t fo r  the 
last 25 years! A rgum en ts  used to 
ju s t i fy  th is  step backw ard  were 
th a t i t  was necessary “ to  m ake 
allow ance fo r  in f la t io n ”  to  g ive 
bu ilde rs  and rea l-esta te investors 
“ an incen tive . ”  A  B ra z ilia n  Labo r 
P a rty  spokesman, denouncing the 
measure in  congress, urged tenants 
no t to pay the  new  rents.

G o ld w a ter

Spain, and to several o the r m ove­
m ents w h ich  w ere  fun d a m e n ta lly  
s im ila r  to the Ita lia n  p ro to type. 
B u t the re  are m any o the r r ig h t-  
w in g  m ovem ents and even r ig h t-  
w in g  m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ips  to 
w h ich  the te rm  “ fasc is t”  does no t 
apply. W hat, then, is fascism?

I t ’s most un ique fea tu re  is th a t 
i t  is a co u n te r-re vo lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent based on broad masses 
o f the popu la tion . I t  is no t s im p ly  
a m ovem ent o r a governm ent of 
reactionaries w h ich  seeks to m a in ­
ta in  the status quo. I t  is financed 
b y  b ig  cap ita l, b u t its  h ired  de­
magogues appeal to  masses of 
la rg e ly  m idd le -c lass people by 
speaking the  language o f d rastic  
social change. I t  is a m ovem ent 
w h ich  can f lo u r is h  and g row  ra ­
p id ly  on ly  in  a period o f deep so­
c ia l cris is w hen the im m edia te 
p o ss ib ility  o f its  opposite —  a 
w o rk ing -c lass  re vo lu tio n  —  is also 
present.

Indeed fascism ’s reason fo r  
be ing is to  fo res ta ll o r destroy a 
w o rk in g  class re vo lu tio n  about to 
be born. I f  the re  is no re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  s itua tion , the re  is no coun te r­
re v o lu tio n a ry  s itua tion  e ither. 
Fascism can o n ly  f lo u r is h  in  a pe­
rio d  o f deep social cris is.

In  such a period, the h is to ric  
fu n c tio n  o f fascism is to  smash 
the w o rk in g  class, destroy its  o r­
ganizations —  such as the unions 
—  and s t if le  p o lit ic a l libe rtie s  on 
be ha lf o f the cap ita lis ts  who f in d  
themselves unable any longer to 
m a in ta in  con tro l th rough  the reg­
u la r  “ dem ocra tic”  m ach inery . As 
long , as the cap ita lis ts  can m a in ­
ta in  con tro l th rough  the no rm a l 
p o lit ic a l m ach inery, they do not 
th ro w  th e ir  w e ig h t beh ind  the 
fascists. Fascism is th e ir  last re ­
sort when the system has broken 
down.

A no the r un ique fea tu re  o f fas­
cism  is tha t i t  has never, we re ­
peat never, taken pow er before 
there was a rad ica liza tion  o f the 
w o rk in g  class and broad sections 
o f the m idd le  class. Fascism be­
comes an im m ed ia te  th rea t o n ly  i f  
the w o rk ing -c lass  organizations 
fa il to solve the social cris is w h ich  
has produced th is  rad ica liza tion . I f  
th a t happens, then the  m idd le  
classes, w h ich  have been im p ove r­
ished o r d rive n  to despair by  the 
social cris is, seeing no so lu tion  
fo rthco m ing  from  the w o rk in g - 
class organizations, look about 
h ys te ric a lly  fo r  a solution.

I t  is unde r such conditions —  
and o n ly  under such cond itions —■ 
th a t the fascist m ovem ent e x ­
periences rap id  mass g ro w th . The 
fascists then appeal fo r  support 
c h ie fly  fro m  the m id d le  classes 
w ho have been threatened or 
forced ou t of business by m ono­
p o ly  and the economic cris is. They 
dem agogica lly a ttack b ig  business 
w h ile  they  secre tly accept its  
funds and its  d irec tion . They 
blam e the co u n try ’s problem s on 
rac ia l scapegoats. They also p o in t 
to the unions, to s trikes, etc., as 
causes fo r  the social crisis.

They prom ise rad ica l change 
and a ll sorts o f soc ia l-w e lfa re  
measures. They appeal to and re ­
c ru it  fro m  the ch ro n ica lly  u n ­

em ployed, fro m  sections o f the  
w o rke rs  w ho have become an­
tagonized b y  the do -no th ing  o r 
jo b - tru s t a ttitudes o f the unions, 
fro m  c r im in a l elements, fro m  the 
sk id  rows, above a ll fro m  the  
m id d le  classes. T hey organize 
bands o f arm ed street figh te rs  and 
b reak up  un io n  m eetings, beat up  
and assassinate un ion ists, rad ica ls, 
c iv i l  libe rta rian s , etc.

I f  the w ork ing -c lass organ iza­
tions fa i l  to  u n ite  in  th e ir  ow n 
defense, and i f  they  fa il to c a rry  
ou t th e ir  h is to ric  task o f so lv ing  
the social cris is b y  a socia list re v ­
o lu tion , then the fascists can take 
power. Then a to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  o f the most b ru ta l and 
pervasive k in d  is established. The 
la bo r m ovem ent is crushed b y  the 
phys ica l a n n ih ila tio n  o f its  leaders 
and m ilita n ts , o f thousands o f ra d ­
icals, lib e ra ls  and c iv i l l ib e r ta r ­
ians. In  due tim e  the p leb ian 
arm ed bands o f the fascist p a rty  
are themselves surpressed, since 
they  are no longer needed. Then 
the  fascist state ru les on b e ha lf o f 
b ig  cap ita l ove r the corpse o f a 
defeated revo lu tion .

T h a t is w h a t “ fascism ”  means, 
and i t  is n o th in g  to be taken 
lig h t ly . B u t i t  is no t an im m edia te  
th re a t in  the U . S. r ig h t now, and 
i t  w asn’t  an im m edia te  th rea t be­
fo re  the  election.

O f course, the fa c t th a t fascism  
can o n ly  become an im m edia te 
th rea t d u r in g  some fo rm  o f eco­
nom ic and social cris is, does no t 
mean there are no fascists d u rin g  
a period o f re la tiv e  p ro spe rity  and 
social calm . There  are m any sm all 
fascist groups in  the  U . S. now, 
p repa ring  fo r  the day w hen they  
hope to  b id  fo r  power. A  num ber 
o f these —  such as G era ld  L . K . 
S m ith  and the M inu tem en —  sup­
po rted  G o ld w a te r’s cam paign and 
sought the cover o f resp ec tab ility  
fro m  it.

B u t th a t’s a long w a y fro m  an 
im m ed ia te  th re a t o f fascism. G o ld ­
w a te r doesn’t  f i t  the fasc is t m old , 
a t least no t so fa r. I t  is im p o rta n t 
to d is tingu ish  between fascism and 
the s tra ig h t r ig h t-w in g , conserva­
tiv e  program , and u p p e r-m id d le - 
class com position o f the G o ld w a­
te rism  o f 1964.

A  fascist m ovem ent w i l l  no t 
hesitate to  prom ise the most 
rad ica l soc ia l-w e lfa re  measures — 
as H it le r  d id  —  in  its  b id  to  a t­
tra c t broad support. A long  w ith  
th is , i t  w i l l  b u ild  its  arm ed bands 
and proceed phys ica lly  to  a ttack  
the  organ izations o f the w o rk in g  
class and the Negro people. The 
tru th  is tha t i f  G o ldw a te rism  had 
been a fascist m ovem ent, the 
unions, the c iv i l- r ig h ts  organ iza­
tions, etc. w o u ld  have had to de­
fend themselves in  the streets.

There are tw o  m a jo r elements 
in  the defense o f the progressive 
forces against fascism. 1) The 
re vo lu tio n a ry  forces m ust prepare 
to conduct th is  defense independ­
e n tly  o f the  cap ita lis t class o r o f 
the cap ita lis t pow er s truc tu re . A  
c a p ita lis t-co n tro lle d  governm ent 
s im p ly  cannot be re lied  upon to 
enforce the la w  against the fascist 
gangsters w hom  the cap ita lis ts  
themselves w i l l  finance in  a pe­
rio d  o f social cris is. A t  the  same 
tim e, the re v o lu tio n a ry  forces m ust 
ra l ly  to the  defense o f any group 
being p h ys ica lly  attacked b y  the  
fascists.

2) The re v o lu tio n a ry  forces 
m ust proceed to  solve the social 
cris is  w h ich  the cap ita lis ts  have 
been unab le to resolve. In  o rder 
to do th is , the  w o rke rs  m ust be 
p o lit ic a lly  independent o f the cap­
ita lis ts  because the so lu tion  o f the 
cris is  is going to cost the ca p ita l­
ists th e ir  positions o f p riv ile ge . I f  
the w o rk ing -c la ss  organizations 
fa il to do th is , i f  they fa il to p ro ­
ceed w ith  the socia lis t revo lu tion , 
then the f ie ld  w i l l  be open fo r  
the fascists.

Th is  is the h is to ric  perspective. 
There is a lo n g -te rm  danger o f 
fascism  in  the  U n ited  States. The 
on ly  defense is the lo n g -te rm  p re ­
pa ra tion  o f the socia lis t re v o lu ­
tion.

W o r ld  Events

An Im portant Question of Political Theory

Does Goldwaterism Equal Fascism?
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L e tte rs  F ro m  O u r R e a d e rs
[This column is an open forum  

fo r a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
W here necessary they  w il l  be 
abridged. W riters’ in itials w ill be 
used, names being w ithheld  unless 
authorization  is given fo r  use. ]

Sets Record Straight
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .

A n  ite m  in  the  Nov. 16 M ilita n t  
In c o rre c tly  a ttr ib u te s  a lead ing 
ro le  to  me in  the  Toledo Auto- 
L ite  S tr ik e  o f 1934. A t  the  tim e,
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10 Years Ago 
I n The M ilita n t
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“ S A V E  IR V IN  FR O M  J IM - 
CROW  E X E C U T IO N E R ! —  H ere 
are the  facts abou t W a lte r Lee 
I r v in  w h o faces death B E C A U SE  
H E  IS  A  NEG RO !

“ In  1949 the ru le rs  o f G rove- 
land , F lo r id a , decided to  in t im i­
date the  Negro people because o f 
un res t among lo ca l p a pe r-m ill 
w o rke rs  —  m os tly  N egro —  over 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions. 
T he  p re te x t came on J u ly  16, 1949, 
w hen a w h ite  w om an c la im ed she 
had been raped. A  b loody  anti- 
N egro  te r ro r  was organized. Mobs 
beat Negroes, bu rned and looted 
homes. One N egro  la d  was k il le d  
b y  a deputized mob.

“ Three others w ere  arrested, 
g iven  a m ock t r ia l  and “ found  
g u ilty .  ”  The Negro w h o  had been 
k il le d  b y  the m ob was also de­
c la red  “ g u ilty .  ”  O f the th ree l i v ­
in g  v ic tim s , the youngest —  16 
years o ld  —  was g iven  a l i fe  sen­
tence, the others, W a lte r Lee I r ­
v in  and Sam uel Shepherd, bo th 
a few  years o lder, w ere  sentenced 
to  death. Inve s tiga tio ns  by N o rth ­
e rn  newspapers and the  N a tion a l 
Associa tion fo r  the  A dvancem ent 
o f Colored People ind ica ted  th a t 
no rape had even taken  place.

“ In  1951 the U . S. Suprem e C ourt 
ordered a new  t r ia l  fo r  I r v in  and 
Shepherd. En rou te  fro m  prison 
to  the new  t r ia l  S h e r if f  W ill is  
M cC a ll un de rto ok  to  n u l l i fy  the 
Suprem e C ourt o rd e r by  co ld­
b looded ly  shooting h is  handcuffed 
prisoners. Shepherd was k ille d . 
I r v in  appeared dead b u t m ira c u ­
lo u s ly  su rv ived . S h e r if f  M cC a ll 
was never punished . ” — Nov. 22, 
1954.

20 Years Ago
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“ IN T E R N A T IO N A L  N O T E S :  
B E L G IU M  —  The governm ent of 
H u b e rt P ie r lo t, puppet o f the 
A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria lis ts , was 
on the  verge o f collapse la s t week 
and was saved on ly  by  the  fa ilu re  
o f the  S ta lin is ts  and “ Socia lis ts”  
to  res ign on the issue o f d isa rm ­
in g  and d isband ing  th e  Resistance 
M ovem ent.

“ A n  o rd e r com m and ing these 
fig h te rs  to  su rrender th e ir  w eap­
ons b y  Nov. 18 was issued by  the 
P ie r lo t governm ent. The tw o  
S ta lin is t m em bers o f the  govern­
m ent, D r. A lb e r t  M a rte a u x  and 
Raym ond D ispy, supported b y  the 
“ le ft-w in g  soc ia lis t”  F ernand de 
M any, protested against the  o rder 
b u t con tinued  to  c lin g  to  th e ir  
posts w hen P ie r lo t re fused to 
rescind o r m o d ify  it .

“ I t  is one th in g  to ‘o rd e r’ the 
d is a rm in g  o f the  w orke rs , qu ite  
another to  enforce it .  The w o rke rs  
have re so lu te ly  re fused to  su rren ­
der th e ir  arm s o r disband th e ir  
fo rm a tions . T he  cris is  the re fo re  
continues. A s the  N. Y. T im es  cor­
respondent in  Brussels s ig n if i­
c a n tly  reports , ‘a w ave  o f un rest 
is  expected to  cross B e lg iu m  now  
th a t the  L e f t is t  underground  o r­
ganizations are on th e ir  ow n. ’ ”  —  
N ov. 25, 1944.

I  was on an organ iz ing  assign­
m en t in  eastern Pennsylvan ia .

The ou ts tand ing  leaders o f the 
A u to -L ite  s tr ik e  w ere  Sam P o l­
lo c k  and Ted Selander, then  as­
sociated w ith  A . J. M uste ’s A m e r­
ican W orkers  P a rty .

I  p layed an im p o rta n t p a rt in  
the  Toledo C h evro le t s tr ik e  in  the 
sp ring  o f 1935. I  ed ited  the  o f­
f ic ia l s tr ik e  paper S tr ik e  T ru th ,  
the  f ir s t  p u b lica tio n  o f its  type 
in  the  in du s try .

A . J. M uste  was the adviser 
and s tra teg is t o f th is  f i r s t  success­
fu l  o rgan iza tion  and s tr ik e  in  any 
G enera l M oto rs  p lan t.

P o llo ck  and Selander share the 
c re d it fo r  the  he ro ic  de fiance o f 
the  A u to -L ite  in ju n c tio n  and the 
m o b iliza tio n  o f the  w o rke rs  in  th is  
f i r s t  successful s tr ik e  in  the  auto 
in du s try .

A rt Preis

Khrushchev's Ouster
R utland , V t.

I  see no eye-witness account or 
docum ent show ing a palace re v ­
o lu tio n  o r h idden in tr ig u e  in  M os­
cow  at the  tim e  o f K h ru shch ev ’s 
ouster as the ed ito rs o f The M i l i ­
ta n t charged.

The reports  w ere c lea r tha t 
K h ru shch ev  was ousted b y  an o r­
d e r ly  governm ent and p a r ty  p ro ­
cess based p a r t ly  on i l l  health .

I .  H . R.

Fan Mail
Iow a  C ity , Iow a

Enclosed please f in d  a check 
fo r  $5 —  th ree  o f w h ich  is to go 
tow a rd  ren ew ing  m y subscrip tion , 
the  o th e r tw o  fo r  w h a teve r you 
m ig h t need.

Y o u r paper is s im p ly  in va lu ab le  
ou t here. W ere i t  no t fo r  the N a­
tio n a l G uard ian , M o n th ly  Review  
and the M in o r ity  o f One —  along 
w ith  The M il ita n t  —  the progres­
sive com m u n ity  m ig h t have sunk 
long  ago in to  th a t fa r in a - lik e  
blandness o f go-along, no -carp ing , 
see -no -ev il lib e ra lis m  w h ic h  seems 
to  cover —  and suffocate —  th is  
co u n try  l ik e  swam p fog.

I f  you do no th in g  m ore than 
serve as a hon ing-stone fo r  le f t  
th in k in g , you  w o u ld  serve you r 
purpose one-hundred  fo ld .

I  tho ugh t the p u b lica tio n  of the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l observations 
on K h ru sh ch e v ’s ouster was a p u b ­
l ic  service o f the  h ighest order.

Dave Cunningham

For Int'l Socialist Parley
Santa C ruz, C a lif.

W ha t a tragedy was created by  
the  “ co-existence”  forces, w ho 
w a n t to  be f r ie n d ly  w ith  the  im ­
p e ria lis t fo r  m ore th a n  one rea ­
son and s ide track the  perm anent 
revo lu tio n .

T h is  means, o f course, the co- 
ex is ters be lieve the y  can b u ild  so­
c ia lism  fo r  themselves in  any one 
coun try .

T he  pe rm anent revo lu tio n is ts  
be lieve the  U n ite d  States im p e r­
ia lis ts  are the m a in  roadb lock to 
w o r ld  socia lism  and m ust th e re ­
fo re  be socialized i f  the  rest o f 
the w o r ld  is to  be.

I  have no o the r desire than  to 
w ish  and hope th a t the re  can and 
w i l l  be an in te rn a tio n a l con fe r­
ence a t w h ich  a ll groups w ho have 
socia lism  as th e ir  ob je c tive  are 
in v ite d  and —  even i f  i t  takes a 
fu l l  yea r o r m ore —  ham m er ou t 
p o in t b y  p o in t a rea l M a rx is t lin e  
w ith  tactics fo r  va rious countries.

I ’m  sure the  success o f such a 
conference w o u ld  create an im age 
in  A m erican  w o rke rs ’ m inds to 
encourage support o f m il ita n t ac­
tions to  eradicate a ll the  ev ils  of

ou r present ra t-ra c e -to -th e -g ra v e  
system.

I  also w ish  m illio n s  o f th in k in g  
people w i l l  read “ T r ip le  R evo lu ­
t io n ”  by  the A d  Hoc C om m ittee 
in  Santa B arbara  w ho  show the  
c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent, the w ea­
p o n ry  re v o lu tio n  and the cybe rna­
t io n  re v o lu tio n  now  in  progress. I t  
shows the cap ita lis t sh ip -o f-s ta te  
s in k in g  by  de fau lt and the need 
fo r  a new  system.

H . C. B.

[T h e  te x t o f the T r ip le  R evo lu ­
tio n  was pub lished  in  the sum m er 
issue o f In te rn a tio n a l S oc ia lis t Re­
v ie w . Some copies are s t i l l  a v a il­
able and m ay be obta ined fo r  50 
cents each fro m  ISR, 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk , N . Y . 10003. ]

Is U. S. Fascist?
D enver, Colo.

D u r in g  the  Roosevelt era, R. 
Palm e D u tt,  the B r it is h  Com m u­
n is t theo re tic ian , w ro te  a book en­
t it le d , Fascism  and W o rld  R evo lu ­
tion . A f te r  ana lyz ing  and com ­
p a rin g  the N ew  Deal and the  
H it le r  reg im e, he found  ou t th a t 
the s im ila r itie s  between the  tw o  
systems w ere fa r  g rea te r than  th e ir  
differences.

A m ong the few  d iffe rences, he 
po in ted  ou t th a t a n ti-S e m itism  in  
the  N ew  Deal was a lm ost absent. 
D u tt  concludes th a t an en ligh tened 
ru lin g  class can m aneuver a state 
in to  fascism  w ith o u t the ho rro rs  o f 
race and re lig iou s  con flic ts .

Sometimes I  w onder i f  we have 
been l iv in g  under a sugar-coated 
k in d  o f fascism  b u t we are too 
stubborn  to a d m it it .

I f  m y  suspicions are n o t ju s tif ie d

Drop in G ray-F lannel Sales —
The Nov. 10 W a ll S tree t Jo u rn a l 
reported  g lu m ly  th a t an increas­
in g  percentage o f college graduates 
are shunn ing  business careers in  
fa v o r o f such fie ld s  as teaching, 
sc ie n tific  research, la w  and p u b lic  
services. One recent S tan fo rd  U n i­
v e rs ity  grad to ld  the  paper th a t 
m any students v ie w  the  business­
m an as “ preoccupied w i t h  
though ts  o f sales p rom otions and 
p lanned obsolescense, the  m an in  
the g re y  fla n n e l s u it w ith  a m a r­
t in i  and an u lcer, whose f ir s t  re ­
sp o n s ib ility  is no t his fe llo w  m an 
b u t h is  com pany’s p ro fits . ”

Clears Up Theological Point —
B r it is h  and A m erican  pre la tes 
have been a rg u ing  a t the Ecum en­
ica l C ounc il against any moves to 
have the C a tho lic  C hurch  come 
ou t against the s to ck -p ilin g , o r 
even the  use, o f nuc lear weapons. 
The M ost Reverend George 
A n d re w  Beck, A rchb ishop  of 
L ive rp o o l, exp la ined  to the coun­
c il th a t the C h ris tian  do c trine  o f 
tu rn in g  the o th e r cheek applies 
“ to in d iv id u a ls , no t to  govern ­
m ents. ”

P rofit Image —  Donald C. P ow ­
er, ch ie f execu tive  o ff ic e r o f the 
G eneral Telephone and E lectron ics 
Corp., to ld  o ff ic ia ls  o f the e lec­
tro n ic  in d u s try  th a t they* m ust 
create a be tte r im age o f p ro fits . 
H e  said the p u b lic  believes in  the 
p ro f i t  m o tive  b u t d is trus ts  p ro fits . 
Is th a t lik e  b e lie v in g  in  telephones 
b u t d is tru s tin g  the  phone com ­
pany?

Essential to System? —  Senator 
Roman H ruska  (R -N e b . ) is ou t­
raged a t proposals fo r  leg is la tion  
to pro tect consumers against u n ­
fa ir  and deceptive la be lin g  p rac­
tices. He declared th a t such le g is -

then i t  is  possible tha t w e m ay 
have i t  soon unde r the leadersh ip  
o f M r. L yn do n  Johnson and the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty .

I  w o u ld  be in te rested  in  f in d in g  
ou t w h a t o the r readers th in k  
about it.

Jose L. Gonzales

[A s  a s ta rte r fo r  such a discus­
sion, see F red H a lstead ’s a rtic le  
on G o ld w a te rism  and fascism  on 
page 6. ]

Maryland Candidate
B a ltim o re , M d.

I  be lieve y o u r readers w o u ld  
be in te rested in  k n o w in g  th a t Bob 
K a u fm a n  has been ru n n in g  as an 
independent socia lis t w r ite - in  can­
d ida te  fo r  U n ite d  States Senator 
fro m  M a ry la n d . H e has supported 
the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  p la t­
fo rm  and its  candidates C lif to n  
D e B erry  and Ed S haw v

K a u fm a n  announced h is can­
d idacy Sept. 23 and th is  announce­
m en t rece ived considerab le press, 
ra d io  and te lev is ion  coverage in  
and a round  B a ltim o re .

He has m a in ta ined  a constant 
stream  o f press releases com m ent­
in g  on na tio n a l issues and the 
m a jo r developm ents o f the  cam ­
paign, w h ile  g iv in g  the  Socia list 
W orke rs ’ P a rty  p la tfo rm  position 
on these m atters. These releases 
have also rece ived w id e  coverage 
th rou gh ou t the  news m edia.

D u r in g  the  las t w eek in  O cto­
be r each o f the three te lev is ion  
stations in  the B a ltim o re  area p re ­
sented the  S enato ria l candidates 
o f the m a jo r parties, Senator J. 
G lenn B ea ll (R ) and his opponent 
Joseph D. T yd ings  (D ) in  ha lf- 
ho u r program s. W hen K au fm an

la tio n  “ insu lts  and handcu ffs  the  
business com m u n ity  and attacks 
and weakens ou r free  system . ”  Is 
the senator suggesting th a t cap­
ita lis m  cou ldn ’t  su rv ive  w ith o u t 
fra u d  and deception?

Progress Report —  A  Nov. 11 
London d ispatch to the  New  Y o rk  
Tim es  repo rted :  “ B r ita in  has
agreed to  re tu rn  to  B u rm a  the 
M an da lay  Regalia, a priceless co l­
lec tion  o f Burm ese a r t  seized when 
M anda lay  fe l l  to B r it is h  and In ­
d ian forces in  1885, the  Fore ign 
O ffic e  announced to n ig h t. . .  
B u rm a  w on her independence 
fro m  B r ita in  in  1 9 4 8 . . .  She has 
been pressing fo r  the re tu rn  o f 
he r treasures. ”

Shop Early for Xmas —  I f  you
are lo o k in g  fo r  som eth ing  fo r the 
ne ighbo r’s new  baby, Best & Co. 
in  N ew  Y o rk  is o ffe r in g  m in k  
baby-ca rriage  robes at $500 each.

H ard  Fact —  Keep th is  fa c t in  
m in d  fo r  the n e x t tim e  some one 
tries  to  te l l  you th a t “ com m unist 
ag ita to rs ”  are responsib le fo r  the 
w idespread un rest in  co lon ia l 
countries: A cco rd in g  to George D.

learned th a t these candidates w ere  
to  be g iven free  te lev is ion  tim e, 
he in fo rm ed  the  sta tions th a t he 
should also be inc luded  on these 
program s. W hen they refused sta t­
in g  th a t the y  d id  n o t consider h im  
a serious candidate, K a u fm a n  be­
gan a series o f le tte rs  and phone 
ca lls to  the  A tto rn e y  G enera l and 
S ecre tary o f S tate o f M a ry la n d  
and the F edera l C om m unica tions 
Com m ission.

K a u fm a n  f in a lly  m anaged to 
have the  A tto rn e y  G enera l o f 
M a ry la n d  ru le  on tw o  basic ques­
tions:

1) Can the people o f M a ry la n d  
vo te  fo r  h im  fo r  U . S. S enator b y  
w r i t in g  in  h is  nam e on the b a l­
lo t?

2) I f  he receives a p lu ra li ty  o f 
the votes cast, w i l l  he  be elected 
as the U . S. S enator fro m  M a in ­
land?

The A tto rn e y  G enera l ru le d  in  
the  a ff irm a tiv e  on bo th  o f these 
questions.

W hen he in fo rm e d  the  th ree  
te lev is ion  stations o f the  decision, 
he faced a cold reception, in c lu d ­
in g  den ia l by  the  s ta tions th a t 
the y  had rece ived h is le tte rs  re ­
questing  equal tim e. H ow ever, 
a fte r  id e n tify in g  "h im self a t each 
s ta tion , w ith  a w r it te n  copy o f 
the  request and a long-distance 
phone v e r ific a tio n  o f the  FCC r u l­
ing, each sta tion  ju gg led  th e ir  da y - 
before-e lection schedule to  a llo w  
K a u fm a n  tim e  to  present h is  
views.

A s a lo ng  tim e  subscriber to 
yo u r paper and ac tive  p a rtic ip a n t 
in  the  M a ry la n d  p o lit ic a l scene, 
I  was d isappointed by y o u r no t 
m en tion ing  K a u fm a n ’s cam paign 
in  yo u r colum ns.

H . M .

Woods, p res iden t o f the W o rld  
Bank, the average per cap ita  in ­
come in  in d u s tr ia l coun tries  is 
about $1, 900 a year, com pared 
w ith  $130 in  underdeve loped 
countries.

Model 1984? —  A n  advertise ­
m en t in  the  W a ll S tree t Jo u rn a l 
o ffe rs  an e lec tr ic  wastebasket 
ca lled  “ D e s tro y it”  w h ic h  “ shreds 
y o u r papers and makes them  un ­
readable . ”  “ A v o id  losses! "  the  ad 
admonishes. “ M ake sure th a t w h a t 
you th ro w  aw ay is re a lly  de­
s troyed . ”

Most L ikely  Story of the W eek
—  The Progressive G rocer c la im s 
th a t a su rvey  shows th a t e rro rs  
b y  checkou t c le rks  in  superm ar­
kets tend to  fa v o r the custom er, 
no t the  store. The survey is sup­
posed to  have found  a g rea te r ten ­
dency to  sk ip  item s o r un de r­
charge tha n  to overcharge. W e 
shop in  th ree  d iffe re n t m arke ts, 
check the p rice  o f each ite m  in  
advance and p ra c tic a lly  c lim b  up  
on the  coun te r to w a tch  the reg ­
is te r. Y ou  can take  o u r w o rd  fo r  
it ,  th a t su rvey  is a ll wet.

Thought fo r  the Week
“ A  w e ll-k n o w n  pu b lish e r w i l l  soon be s in k in g  his toes in to  a ba th ­

room  ru g  made o f c h in c h illa  rum ps. ”  —  R eport by  Eugenia Sheppard, 
w om en’s fe a tu re  ed ito r, N ew  Y o rk  H e ra ld  T ribune .

SPECIAL $1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant fo r $1. ($1. 50 
outside of the U. S. )

Nam e

S tree t Zone

C ity S tate

Send to The M ilitant, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.

It Was Reported In the Press
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New York Housing Parley 
Plans to Organize Tenants

B y D a v id  H e rm a n
N E W  Y O R K  —  The M e tro p o li­

tan  C ounc il on H ous ing he ld  a 
h ig h ly  successful s ix th  annua l con­
ference here Nov. 14. Some 250 
people reg istered —  m ost o f them  
ac tiv is ts  in  some re n t-s tr ik e , te n ­
a n t o r com m u n ity  organ iza tion .

M a jo r  Owens, cha irm an o f 
B ro o k ly n  CORE and o f the  B ro o k ­
ly n  R e n t-S trik e  C o -o rd ina ting  
C om m ittee, gave the  keynote  ad­
dress. H e p u t fo r th  a long  l is t  of 
proposals fo r  im p ro v in g  the  hous­
in g  s itu a tio n  in  N e w  Y o rk  C ity , 
in c lu d in g : the  construction  o f 
20, 000 lo w -cos t housing un its  each 
year fo r  the  n e x t ten  years; the 
estab lishm ent o f a F a ir  H ousing 
P ractices Com m ission to l is t  a ll 
ava ila b le  apartm ents and ensure 
ren ta ls  on a firs t-c o m e  firs t-se rve d  
basis; f in in g  o f la nd lo rd s  to  cover 
the  cost o f re p a ir in g  d ilap id a ted  
b u ild in g s ; estab lishm ent o f a m u ­
n ic ip a l em ergency re p a ir crew .

Proposals Ignored
Then he po in ted o u t th a t though 

tenants ’ groups had made m any 
good proposals, c ity  o ffic ia ls  
hadn ’t  seen f i t  to  p u t them  in to  
opera tion . “ O u r score is zero, ”  he 
declared. “ T he  pow er s truc tu re  
and rea l-esta te  lo bb y  has no in ­
ten tio n  o f m ak ing  changes. They 
th in k  they  have no th in g  to  fea r 
fro m  us. ”

He said th a t M ayo r W agner was 
“ wedded to  the  rea l-esta te  lo bb y”  
and re fe rre d  to  them  as “ the 
enem y. ”

M ore People
T here  are tw o  sources o f power 

in  A m erica , declared Owens: 
m oney and people. “ In  N ew  Y o rk  
C ity  w e are a t w a r, and o n ly  more 
people is o u r weapon. O n ly  the 
organ ized can be free  in  m odern 
society, ”  he said, e xp la in in g  tha t 
the  m a in  jo b  ahead was o rgan iz ­
in g  tenants in  ne ighborhood 
groups.

T he nam e and them e o f the 
conference was: “ O rgan ize T en-

M a y o r W ag ner

ants fo r  an Open C ity  —  ‘Bust the 
G he tto . ’”  In  p o in tin g  ou t the need 
to organize the ghetto, Owens de­
c la red : “ T he  ghetto  is no t a com ­
m u n ity . The ghetto is a prison . ”

The conference d iv ide d  in to  f iv e  
panels w h ich  discussed and 
am ended d ra ft  reso lu tions. The 
la rgest panel discussed o rgan iz ing  
tenants fo r  im m ed ia te  repa irs  and 
services, th a t is, the  se tting  up o f 
pe rm anent tenants or ganizations to 
conduct re n t-s tr ikes and o th e r ac­
tions. A  proposed handbook on 
how  to organize tenants was d is ­
cussed a t leng th . A  con tinu ing  
com m ittee  to com plete the hand­
book was set up; and another con­
ference on th is  sub ject to be held 
w ith in  a m on th  was agreed upon.

The proposed F a ir  H ousing 
Practices Com m ission was d is­
cussed in  de ta il by one panel. 
T here  i t  was po in ted  ou t th a t a 
la w  re q u ir in g  land lo rds  to lis t a ll 
vacant apartm ents w ith  a cen tra l 
re n ta l agency on a firs t-com e, 
firs t-s e rv e d  basis w o u ld  ensure 
equal trea tm e n t fo r  a ll w ith o u t 
resort to  the  courts.

Albizu Campos 
Finally Freed 
In Puerto Rico

Pedro A lb iz u  Campos, the a i l­
in g  73 -yea r-o ld  P uerto  R ican na ­
tio n a lis t leader w ho  has been in  
prison since 1950, was pardoned 
Nov. 15 by  Puer to  R ican G overnor 
L u is  M unoz M a rin .

A lb iz u  was sentenced to 50 years 
im prisonm en t a fte r  a re v o lt b roke 
out in  P uerto  R ico and a fte r w o rld  
a tten tion  was focused on an as­
sassination a ttem p t against P res i­
dent T rum an  on Nov. 1, 1950.

The N a tio n a lis t P a rty , w h ich  A l­
bizu led, was the p r in c ip a l o rgan­
iza tion  fo r  P ue rto  R ican independ­
ence a t the tim e. I t  issued a sta te­
m ent tha t the  re v o lt was an action 
o f self-defense against a W ash ing­
ton move to e lim in a te  the N a tio n ­
a lis t P a rty  leaders.

A f te r  the  re v o lt was crushed, an 
estim ated 1, 000 to  2, 500 P uerto  
Ricans w ere  arrested. Though 
most w ere  released, m any were 
g iven long ja i l  term s. A b o u t 100 
are s t i l l  in  prison in  P uerto  Rico 
and the U . S.

In  H osp ita l

A lb iz u  su ffe red a stroke in  1956, 
and has been hospita lized since 
then.

A lb iz u  was pardoned in  1953 by 
M unoz M a rin . B u t s ix  m onths la t­
e r the  pardon was revoked, a fte r  
P uerto  R ican na tiona lis ts  sh o t up  
the U . S. House o f Representatives, 
in ju r in g  fiv e  congressmen.

A  c iv i l- r ig h t  g roup contended at 
th a t tim e  th a t the revocation  was 
ille g a l and th a t A lb izu  was be ing 
held in  fac t as a p o lit ic a l p risoner. 
The P uerto  R ican Suprem e C ourt 
uphe ld the revocation ju s t recent­
ly . T h is  was despite the fac t th a t 
no e ffo r t  was even made to show 
th a t A lb iz u  was in vo lve d  in  the 
a ttack  on Congress.

Today the M ov im ien to  P ro - In -  
dependencia (M P I)  is P uerto  
R ico ’s p r in c ip a l o rgan iza tion  fo r  
independence.

Frame-Up in Philadelphia
The a ttem p t by P h ila de lph ia  

cops to  f in d  somebody o th e r than 
them selves and the  s lum lo rds  to 
b lam e fo r  las t A ug us t’s social e x ­
plos ion in  N o rth  P h ila d e lp h ia ’s 
b la ck  ghetto  has resu lted  in  the 
con v ic tio n  o f S haykh M uham m ad 
on tru m p e d -u p  charges o f “ r io t ,  ”  
“ in c it in g  to r io t ,  ”  and “ conspiracy. ”  
The g u ilty  v e rd ic t was tu rne d  in  
b y  an a ll-w h ite  ju r y  last week. 
M uham m ad w i l l  appeal.

The  e n tire  “ evidence”  against 
M uham m ad —  the  leader o f a 
sm a ll M u s lim  organ iza tion  —  con­
sisted o f tes tim ony b y  th ree  cops 
and th ree  preachers th a t the y  saw 
h im  a t the  scene o f the  upheava l 
lead ing  chants o f “ W e w a n t fre e ­
dom ”  and “ W e w a n t ju s tice . ”  One 
cop said he heard M uham m ad te ll 
the c row d to  go home, b u t th a t he 
swore a t the  po lice in  the  process.

M uham m ad had been taken  in to  
po lice  custody and beaten the 
n ig h t o f the  disturbances, b u t he 
was no t arrested o r charged at 
th a t tim e. H e was la te r  arrested 
a t h is  c lean ing shop and police 
to ld  the  newspapers they  found  
“ m o lo tov  cockta ils ”  in  h is posses­
sion. T h is  “ news”  made lu r id  
head lines in  the  d a ily  press. B u t 
w h en  i t  was la te r  p roven th a t the 
a lleged evidence was clean ing 
f lu id  used in  the  shop, the cops 
w ere  le f t  w ith  no th in g  b u t the 
phony “ r io t ”  charges. M uham m ad’s 
defense was th a t he was t ry in g  to 
get the  crow d  to  go home. The 
con v ic tio n  came despite tes tim ony 
fo r  the  defense b y  N A A C P  o f f i ­
cia ls W a lte r Rosenbaum and Ce­
c i l  B . M oore, and by  Bob Queen, 
m anag ing e d ito r o f the  A fro -  
A m erican .

More Groups Defend 
N. Y. Social Agency

B E H IN D  T H E  H E A D L IN E S . T h is  l it t le  g ir l ’s fa m ily  isn ’t m e n ­
tioned  in  th e  re d -b a it in g  sm ear attacks on N e w  Y o rk ’s M o b iliz a ­
tion  fo r  Y o u th  p ro ject. B u t h e r fa m ily  is in vo lved . T h e y  w ere  
am ong re n t-s tr ik e rs  on c ity ’s L o w e r East S ide w ho got some help  
fro m  M F Y  in  seeking repairs. Lan dlo rd s  and th e ir  spokesmen  
considered such aid  to re n t-s tr ik e rs  s tr ic tly  “ subversive. ”

B y  R obert Shann
N EW  Y O R K  —  The w itc h -h u n t 

“ in ve s tig a tio n ”  in to  the M o b iliz a ­
tion  fo r  Y ou th  (M F Y ) by  c ity  o f­
fic ia ls  here has been denounced 
by the A m erican  C iv i l  L ib e rtie s  
U n ion and o ther groups. The 
A C L U  statem ent said th a t press 
a ir in g  o f o ff ic ia l reaction  to r u ­
m ors and cla im s made about M F Y  
“ re flec ts  a th row ba ck  to the d is ­
cred ited  era o f M cC a rth y ism . ”
M ea nw h ile  a panel o f social w e l­
fa re  experts  re p o rtin g  to  the
P res iden t’s C om m ittee  on Juve n ile  
D e linquency rece n tly  praised
M F Y , and urged governm enta l 
support o f the social w o rk  agency 
at a l l levels,  c o n tra d ic tin g  and
b lu n tin g  the c ity ’s attack.

A  num ber o f social w o r kers em ­
p loyed by M F Y  have refused to 
answer questions about th e ir  p o lit ­
ica l be lie fs and associations d u r ­
ing  the  c ity ’s so-ca lled probe in to  
“ com m un is t in f i l t r a t io n ”  o f the 
social w o rk  agency. F o r exam ple, 
one o f the social w o rke rs  ca lled  to 
te s tify  by Com m issioner o f I n ­
vestigations Leon F ische l was 
Ezra B irn ba um .

F ischel charges th a t B irn b a u m  
w ro te  in  a re p o rt on housing, “ O ur 
cou rt system has become rea l-es­
tate con tro lled  and a too l o f la n d ­
lo rds. ”  To newsm en F ische l de­
clared: “ T h is  is the M a rx is t w ay  
o f w r it in g . A  pe rfec t s tatem ent. ”  
B u t B ii-nbaum  was u n in tim id a te d  
by th is  la tte r-d a y  M cC a rth y  and 
l'efused to  answ er questions about 
his p o lit ic a l beliefs.

Court Order
Three o ther M F Y  w o rkers  w ho 

have refused to answer questions 
about th e ir  p o lit ic a l be lie fs fro m  
the c ity  “ inves tiga to rs ”  w on a 
show-cause o rder fro m  the State 
Suprem e C ourt. The co u rt o rder 
requ ires the  c ity  to show w h y  the 
three, Grace Cade, Jose Fuentes 
and Le roy  M cR ae, should be 
forced to tes tify .

Lead ing  the a tta ck  on M F Y  and 
rece iv in g  the lio n ’s share o f pra ise 
and p u b lic ity  the re fo re  fro m  the

D a ily  News, th is  c ity ’s p o w e rfu l 
hate sheet, has been C ity  C ounc il 
P resident P au l R. Screvane, 
M ayo r W agner’s r ig h t-h a n d  man. 
In  a recent r epo rt on M F Y , Scre­
vane p layed up the  “ subvers ion”  
charges be ing trum pe ted  b y  the 
News. F o r ty  fa c u lty  m em bers of 
the C o lum b ia  U n iv e rs ity  School of 
Social W or k  b lasted S c e v a n e ’s re ­
p o rt as a docum ent “ fa r  be low  ac­
cepted standards o f log ic and fa ir ­
ness. ”

The Screvane rep o rt a ttacked 
M o b iliza tio n  p ro jects “ in  the areas 
o f school boycotts and ren t 
s trikes . ”

Lose L ib e rtie s
The C o lum b ia  fa c u lty  m em bers’ 

re p o rt adds, “ the  recom m enda­
tions o f the [S crevane ] re p o rt de- 
p r iv e  people o f such basic c iv i l  
lib e rtie s  as the r ig h t  to  organize, 
dem onstrate, p icke t, p ro test, w i th ­
ho ld  rents, and o th e r lega l means 
o f seeking redress o f grievances 
w h ich  are the r ig h t  o f a ll c itizens. ”

A  fu r th e r  harassm ent o f M F Y  
by the c ity  has been its  re fusa l to 
a llo w  the so c ia l-w o rk  agency to 
sign a con trac t w ith  Loca l 1707 o f 
the C o m m un ity  and Socia l Agency 
Em ployees U n ion . The c ity  has 
threatened w ith d ra w a l o f c ity  
funds fro m  M F Y  i f  the  u n io n  is 
recognized.

Screvane has also charged M F Y  
o ffic ia ls  w ith  “ la v is h  and im ­
p ro pe r”  spending. A  fe w  days 
a fte r he released his rep o rt, 
Screvane’s name was again in  the 
headlines in  connection w ith  an a l­
leged $50, 000 b rib e  a ttem p t o f 
some “ h igh  c ity  o f f ic ia l”  concern­
in g  p a rk in g  m eters the c ity  
bought w ith o u t com p e titive  b id ­
ding.

M o b iliz a tio n  fo r  Y o u th  is f i ­
nanced by  federa l, c ity  and p riv a te  
funds. E xa c tly  w ho  con tro ls  these 
funds, and o ther funds connected 
w ith  “ a n ti-p o v e r ty ”  program s, is a 
sub ject o f the greatest concern fo r  
loca l po litic ian s , especia lly  those 
w ith  s ticky  fingers.

T H E  R E A L  A G IT A T O R . Sign held  by youngster in  P h ilad e lp h ia  
ghetto dem onstration  of n early  th ree  years ago pointed to one of 
th e  key  forces beh ind  last su m m er’s o u tb reak  —  ren t-g o ug ing  
slum lords. P o lice b ru ta lity  p ro v ided  spark to  touch’ o ff  explosion  
b u ilt  up by such conditions.


