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The Shooting 
Of James Meredith 
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C om m enting  on the  shoo ting  o f James M e re d ith , A tto rn e y  
G enera l K a tzenbach  —  perhaps u n w it t in g ly  —  said a good deal 
o f tru th .  P io u s ly  asserting  th a t M e re d ith  was h is “ f r ie n d ,”  and a 
b rave  m an, he added:

“ T h a t a m an shou ld  have to  be b ra ve  to  w a lk  on a p u b lic  
h ig h w a y , even w ith  F B I agents and loca l po lice  nearby, is the  
re fle c tio n  o f how  fa r  w e  s t i l l  have to  go.”

He added, how ever, th a t o n ly  “ a fe w  F B I m en w ere  th e re .”  
“ I t  is  n o t possib le,”  M r. K a tzenbach  asserted, “ fo r  the  F B I 

to  p ro v id e  com ple te  p ro te c tio n .”
W h y  not?
The U n ite d  States gove rnm en t can p ro v id e  265,000 troops 

to  a lle g e d ly  de fend th e  “ freedom ”  o f th e  south V ie tnam ese peo­
ple. I t  can rush  20,000 M arines  in to  the  D om in ican  R epub lic  to  
“ save liv e s ”  the re . I t  can p ro v id e  planes and p ilo ts  to  defend 
“ freedom ”  in  th e  Congo. B u t, i t  says, i t  can do n o th in g  to  p ro te c t 
the  live s  o f b la ck  A m ericans  here a t home.

In  fac t, th e  U.S. v io lence  abroad, and th e  re a c tio n a ry  p ro p ­
aganda i t  pours o u t a t home, serves o n ly  to  in c ite  increas ing  
num bers o f acts o f v io lence  b y  poisoned rac is ts  and r ig h t-w in g e rs .

In  a sta tem en t on th e  shoo ting  o f M e re d ith , Rev. M a r t in  
L u th e r K in g  said: “ W h ile  I  w i l l  con tinue  to  p reach w ith  a ll m y  
h e a rt th e  po w e r and v a l id i ty  o f nonvio lence, I  m ust confess th a t 
con tinued  acts o f v io lence  aga inst Negroes and c iv i l  r ig h ts  w o rk ­
ers o n ly  cause m y  w ords  to  fa l l  on deaf ears.”

A nd , in  o u r op in ion , r ig h t ly  so. The b la ck  people o f the  
S outh w i l l  n o t achieve any s ig n if ic a n t m easure o f sa fe ty  u n t i l  
th e y  are able to  b u ild  th e ir  ow n independen t p o lit ic a l pow e r and 
th e ir  ow n  means o f se lf-de fense. The new  B la c k  P a n th e r p a rty  
o f A labam a and the  Deacons fo r  Defense and Justice  p o in t in  th is  
necessary d ire c tio n .

• By Dick Roberts
NEW  YORK, June 2 — The 

A lexander Defense Committee, an 
organization fo r  the aid of v ic ­
tim s of racist oppression in  South 
A frica , has been ordered by the 
U.S. Justice Departm ent to regis­
te r as an “ agent o f a foreign 
p rinc ipa l.”  The “ foreign p rinc ipa l” 
named by the Justice Department 
is Dr. N eville  A lexander, a young 
scholar now serving a ten-year 
sentence incommunicado in  South 
A fr ica ’s· notorious Robben Island 
concentration camp.

This action by the Johnson ad­
m in is tra tion  exposes its hypocrisy 
in c la im ing to stand opposed to 
South A fr ica ’s vicious apartheid 
system. The A lexander Defense 
Committee is one o f the organiza­
tions in  the U.S. active ly aiding 
v ictim s of tha t system.

“ The Committee w il l  refuse to 
comply to ith  the order,”  the of­
ficers of the A lexander Committee 
stated. They are: Paul B. Boutelle, 
chairman; Robert H. Langston, 
executive secretary; Berta Green, 
corresponding secretary; and Dave 
Dellinger, treasurer. Each faces 
possible fines o f ten thousand dol­
lars and five-year prison sentences 
fo r th e ir refusal to register.

Compliance w ith  the Justice De­
partm ent order w ould  mean that 
the A lexander Defense Committee 
would have to tu rn  over a ll rec­
ords to the Justice Department, in ­
c luding lists of its  contributors — 
m aking i t  more d iff ic u lt fo r  the 
committee to raise funds. I t  is this 
fact which undoubtedly makes the 
Johnson adm inistration so keen on 
forcing the A lexander Defense 
Committee to register.

Raises Defense Funds
The committee, which was 

formed in  February 1965, helps to 
raise money fo r the legal defense 
of South A frican  p o litica l prison­
ers and fo r the support of the ir 
fam ilies. A t present, i t  is estimated 
tha t there are over 3,500 prisoners 
who have been convicted of p o lit i­
cal offenses and an incalculable 
number o f others who are being 
held under Proclamation 400 —  a 
law  w hich allows any policeman 
to arrest any A frica n  at any tim e 
and hold him  inde fin ite ly , incom­
municado, w ith o u t charges.

D r. A lexander was the firs t 
b lack South A frican  to receive a 
H um boldt scholarship fo r ad­
vanced study in  West Germany. 
He was awarded a Ph.D. degree in  
Germany in  1962 and, refusing of­
fers o f academic posts in  Europe 
and England, he returned to South

D r. N e v il le  A le xa n d e r

A frica  to become a high school 
teacher.

In  Ju ly  1963, A lexander and ten 
others were arrested and held 
w ithou t charges in  so lita ry con­
finement. F ina lly , they were in ­
dicted under a “ sabotage”  law  and 
convicted A p r il 15, 1964, to prison 
terms ranging from  five  to ten 
years. In  rea lity , they have been 
sentenced to inde fin ite  terms, since 
South A frican  prisoners can be 
held as long as South A frican  
“ justice”  deems fit.

N either A lexander nor the oth­
ers were accused of having com­
m itted, nor even having planned, 
any overt acts. The ir convictions 
rested solely on the fact tha t they 
had allegedly formed study groups 
to investigate possible ways of 
conducting struggle against apar­
theid, and had read and discussed 
M arx is t lite ra tu re  and works on 
gue rrilla  warfare.

D r. A lexander and the other 
male defendants have been in  the 
concentration camp since 1963. A t 
one time, Dr. A lexander suffered 
a serious ear in ju ry  as a result of 
a beating given h im  by sadistic 
prison guards. This was because 
he refused to do the “ tausa dance,”  
a degrading routine in w hich the 
South A frican  cops force the p r i­
soners to hop around naked —

[The United Secretariat of the 
Fourth International, the w orld  
party of s o c ia l is t  revolution 
founded by Leon Trotsky in 1938, 
issued the following statement 
M ay 21].

*  *  *

The present stage o f the im ­
peria list aggression against the 
Vietnamese revolution has clearly 
reached a b lind  alley. The grow ­
ing resistance of the south V ie t­
namese masses against the corrupt 
K y  regime has completely exposed 
the lie  w ith  which American im ­
peria lism  jus tified  its in tervention 
in  the Vietnamese c iv il w ar; the ir 
fraudu len t c la im  of acting in  con­
fo rm ity  w ith  the wishes of the 
people o f south Vietnam.

The decomposition of the south 
V ietnam puppet armies now puts 
on the im peria lis t troops the main 
burden of the w ar against the 
south Vietnamese National L ib ­
eration Front. The heroic resist­
ance o f these freedom fighters has 
destroyed any hope of m ilita ry  
v ic to ry  fo r the · Pentagon in the 
present fo rm  of w ar w hich it  con­
ducts against them.

supposedly to make certain the 
prisoners are unarmed.

The A lexander Defense Com m it­
tee is being charged w ith  being 
the “ agent”  of th is imprisoned 
freedom fighter. Such is the Demo­
cratic adm inistration’s conception 
of justice fo r opponents of racism 
—  pa rticu la rly  when they threaten 
such lucra tive  arenas fo r foreign 
investment as the black slave-labor 
diamond and gold fields o f South 
A frica.

I t  was lite ra lly  the height of 
w hite  hypocrisy, however, that 
only s ix days a fte r having ordered 
the A lexander Defense Committee 
to register, Lyndon B. Johnson 
delivered an address to a recep­
tion fo r members of the Organi­
zation o f A frican  U n ity  at the 
W hite House in  w hich he claimed 
tha t the United States was pledged 
to the cause o f “ freedom, equal­
ity , justice and d ign ity ”  in  A frica .

The Texas demagogue went on 
to say: “ Just as we are deter­
mined to remove the remnants of 
inequa lity  from  our own midst, 
we are also w ith  you —  heart and 
soul —  as you try  to do the same.”  
Johnson fu rth e r promised, “ We 
shall continue to provide our fu l l  
share o f assistance to refugees 
from  social and po litica l oppres­
sion.”

Double Standard?
Johnson declared: “ The foreign 

policy o f the U nited States is root­
ed in  its  life  at home. We w il l  
not perm it human rights to be re­
stricted in  our own country . . . 
We w il l  not live  by a double stan­
dard —  professing abroad w hat 
we do not practice at home, or 
venerating at home w hat we ig­
nore abroad.”

In  a le tte r to Johnson, the com­
m ittee states: “ I f  you should per­
m it the Justice Departm ent to  pro­
ceed against the A lexander De­
fense Committee, you w ould dem­
onstrate tha t Am erican policy 
abroad is indeed consistent w ith  
American po licy a t home, but, 
alas, not in  the défense of human 
rights bu t in  the ir suppression; 
you w ould deny Americans the 
rig h t to aid those abroad who are 
suffering fo r the cause o f human 
rights, and you w ould deprive 
those who are struggling fo r hu­
man righ ts in  A frica  of support 

(Continued on Page 6)

The barbarous bombing of the 
Democratic Republic of V ietnam 
has in  no way broken the figh ting  
sp ir it o f the people o f north  V ie t­
nam, who more than ever are de­
term ined to partic ipate in  the com­
mon struggle of the Vietnamese 
people fo r a free and united so­
cia list Vietnam.

Under these conditions, the 
ru lin g  circles of Am erican im ­
perialism , u n w illin g  to recognize 
the defeat of the ir attem pt to stop 
thé tide of the Vietnamese Rev­
o lu tion  by m ilita ry  repression, 
seriously consider opening up a 
higher stage in  the escalation to­
wards global war.

Spreading Aggression
They have started to partic ipate 

in  the m ilita ry  repression against 
the ris ing masses of north  Tha i­
land and are busy planning in te r­
ventions against the liberated te r­
rito ries of Laos and the neutral 
regime o f Cambodia. These new 
acts o f aggression w il l  spread the 
flames o f w ar over a large part of 
the Southeast Asian peninsula. »

A  blockade of the harbor of 
Haiphong and direct a ir attacks

against the cities of Haiphong and 
Hanoi are now openly projected 
as a new stage o f the im peria lis t 
aggression. These new outrages 
would d irectly  endanger the m ili­
ta ry  security o f the People’s Re­
public of China. These have been 
clearly and repeatedly defined as 
the signals which w ould b ring  
down large-scale in tervention of 
Chinese volunteers to the side of 
the ir embattled ally.

The maddest circles in  the Pen­
tagon not only are not frightened 
by such an eventua lity bu t actually 
welcome it. For them, the whole 
purpose of the m ilita ry  in terven­
tion  against the Vietnamese Rev­
o lu tion is to provoke as early as 
possible a m ilita ry  showdown w ith  
the People’s Republic o f China 
and to destroy by atomic bombing 
the main industria l centers which 
make China the th ird  nuclear 
power.

An ominous sign of w hat is in  
the m aking is the cynical w a rn ­
ing by the Pentagon against the 
use of the latest type a irc ra ft by 
the Democratic Republic of V ie t­
nam and the fu rth e r announce­
ment tha t south Chinese a irfie lds

would not be “ recognized as p r iv ­
ileged sanctuaries.”  This w arn ing 
was p rom ptly  underscored by the 
v io la tion  o f Chinese te rr ito ry  by 
American a irc ra ft and the down­
ing o f a Chinese plane over the 
province of Yunan.

Stand of USSR
In  th is preparatory phase o f a 

new stage o f Am erican im peria l­
ism’s escalation towards global 
war, the one voice w hich has been 
silent on a decisive po in t has been 
the voice of the leaders o f the So­
v ie t Union. They have the power 
to stop any pro ject o f Am erican 
aggression against China by m ak­
ing a clear and unequivocal dec­
la ra tion tha t the government of 
the Soviet U nion w ould consider 
such an attack as an attack against 
its  own te rr ito ry  to be answered 
w ith  a ll appropriate means at its 
disposal.

Such a declaration is not only 
an elementary du ty from  the po in t 
o f v iew  o f the defense o f the Soviet 
Union; i t  is the main contribution 
which could be made today to stop 
the escalation toward global nu- 

(Continued on Page 3)

Declaration by Fourth International

The Growing U.S. Threat in Southeast Asia

U.S. Gov't Persecutes Group Seeking 
To Aid Victims of S. African Racism

A GI's 
Question

“ I t ’s true  the people really  
don’t w ant us here . . . Sure 
we can bomb supply routes, 
etc. But w hat about a ll of the 
V.C .’s that are in  the coun­
try  already? W hich w e never 
find when w e sweep for 
them. You can’t k il l  o ff a 
whole population . . .

“The way it looks now, i t ’s 
a ll for nothing. I t ’s a pity  
and a disgrace. W hen w ill the 
American people really  wake  
up and say something about 
w hat’s going on over here? 
But why should some of 
them care, they don’t have a 
son, husband or relative over 
here. They have nothing to 
lose or to w orry  about. B ut 
we certainly do —  O U R  
L I V E S.” —  From  a letter 
from  a soldier in  V ietnam , 
printed in  Pete H am ill 's col­
umn in the M ay 31 N e w  Y o rk  
Post.
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By H a l V er b
REDWOOD C ITY , C alif. —  A  

massive demonstration o f some 
3,000 was held here M ay 28 p ro ­
testing the c ity ’s ro le in  the V ie t­
nam w a r as a center fo r  the pro­
duction o f napalm.

The demonstration, w h ich  be­
gem w ith  a ra lly  a fte r noon at 
the Sequoia H igh  School Stadium, 
ended fo u r m iles away ju s t out­
side the locked gate o f the U n it­
ed Technology Center’s napalm 
plant.

Tom Hayden, who defied a State 
Departm ent ban on trave l to north  
V ietnam , to ld  the ra lly  at the sta­
d ium  his v is it had le ft h im  w ith  
an -impression of the “ g e n tility ”  of 
the Vietnamese people despite the 
violence the w ar-torn country was 
subject to. He contrasted the 
violence used by the U.S. and tha t 
o f the N ational L ibe ra tion  Front. 
“ You have to judge violence by 
the society,”  he said.

The violence tha t emanates from  
the N LF  stems fro m  th e ir hatred 
of colonialism  and fore ign domina­
tion , said Hayden. A  tenant learns 
violence from  his land lord, a 
peasant from  a landowner and a 
Negro from  the policeman on his 
beat, he explained.

Hayden also said he had learned 
Secretary o f Defense McNamara 
had been a witness to the burn ing 
o f Norm an Morrison, the Quaker 
who im m olated h im se lf on the 
steps o f the Pentagon as a protest 
against the w a r in  V ietnam . A fte r 
observing this, Hayden said, Mc­
Namara had to take the rest of 
the day o ff from  w o rk  because 
he fe lt “ nauseous.”

“ We have to  ask ourselves, how 
could a man vom it at the sight 
o f a man burn ing  h im self bu t 
s t i l l  order 300 bombing missions 
over V ietnam  a day?”  Hayden 
asked.

Robert Scheer, congressional 
candidate and foreign ed ito r of 
Ramparts, declared tha t napalm 
represerited a “ new style”  o f war.

“ The reliance on napalm de­
fines the nature of th is  w ar,”  de­
clared Scheer. “ I  don’t  th in k  th is 
country could p o lit ica lly  use na­
palm  against any European c ity  
. . .  I  have v is ited villages tha t 
were bombed in  V ietnam  and 
Cambodia and I  can te ll you tha t 
they held me accountable ju s t as 
much as anyone who supports the 
w ar.”

A t  the napalm  plant, Mrs. Joyce 
McLean, a housewife, to ld  how 
she was arrested fo r  the f irs t tim e 
in  her l ife  on M ay 25. She and 
three other housewives and moth-
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ers had entered the A lv iso  napalm 
storage area and stopped the un­
loading of a barge bearing 
napalm.

Senator Wayne Morse, speaking 
outside the napalm  factory, stated 
th a t he s ti l l  considered him self 
as a fr iend  o f Johnson despite the 
stand tha t he took against John­
son’s “ undeclared w ar.”  Morse 
said tha t he was in  Redwood C ity  
to enlist support fo r  “ peace”  can­
didates.

Other speakers to appear at the 
ra lly-m arch were Edward Keat­
ing, Carleton Goodlett, F e lix  
Green and local candidates.

Harlem March 
And Rally Hits 
Vietnam War
NEW  YO R K —  A  united protest 

street ra lly  against tthe  w a r in  
V ietnam  was held in  H arlem  on 
M em oria l Day. Speakers from  
m any organizations addressed an 
audience tha t remained at about 
300 during  the six-hour ra lly . The 
meeting was sponsored by  the 
Afro-Am ericans Against the W ar 
in  Vietnam, and was the f irs t  o f 
its  k ind  in  Harlem .

The ra lly  was preceded by a 
march through H arlem  of about 
75 people, led by the H arlem  Peo­
ples Parliam ent dressed i n . color­
fu l A frican  attire . The march was 
sponsored by the A fro-Am erican 
M em oria l M arch Committee.

Paul Boutelle, chairman o f AA- 
AW V, chaired the street meeting. 
M any speakers protested the high 
percentage o f black men figh ting  
and dying in  the un just w ar. The 
libe ra tion  struggle of the V ie t­
namese people was lin ked  to  the 
f ig h t of people o f color through­
out the w orld , inc lud ing  the fig h t 
o f Am erican Negroes fo r  justice 
and equality.

The audience reaction was very 
favorable, and the speakers were 
in te rrup ted  w ith  applause many 
times.

Among the speakers at the meet- 
ing were: c iv il rights attorney 
Conrad L yn n ; Charles 37X M orris, 
fo rm er associate of M alcoln X ; 
G ilbe rt Banks, chairman o f Blacks 
Against Negative D ying; law yer 
F lo Kennedy; C lifton  D eBerry of 
the Socialist W orkers P arty ; Baba 
Oseijerman Obafumi, prim e m in is­
te r of the H arlem  Peoples P a rlia ­
m ent; James Haughton, H arlem  
Unemployment Center; Dolores 
Costello o f Shango Enterprises; 
Joe Carnegie, trans it w orker; T ito  
Nolasco o f the Dominican P atrio­
tic  Youth; R ichard Garza of the 
SWP; D orothy P itm an, A A A W V ; 
Paul B. G aillard, H arlem  Organiz­
ing Committee; Lez Edmonds, 
B lack Brotherhood Im provem ent 
Association; Mahatim a Selassie; 
and Mrs. M . Levy.

B y D ick  Roberts
JUNE 7 — A  new degree of op­

position to the w a r in  V ietnam 
from  the academic and proies-' 
sional com m unity in  th is  country 
was signaled by the three-page 
advertisement in  the June 5 New  
Y ork  Times. The advertisement 
called on the' Johnson adm inistra­
tion  to consider m ilita ry  w ith ­
draw al from  Vietnam.

The advertisement included 
over 6,400 signatures, o f w h ich  
3,938 were from  180 college and 
un ive rs ity  faculties in  39 states, 
inc lud ing  tw o presidents and 20 
deans.

In  Vietnam, meanwhile, one 
th ing  is becoming increasingly 
clear. I f  Washington wants tp con­
tinue its  w ar-o f-a troc ities  against 
the National L ibera tion  Front, i t  
is going to  have to do so almost 
en tire ly  on its own. The masses 
o f Vietnamese w ant an end to the 
w ar, don’t  w ant to  fig h t in  i t  and 
w ant the U.S. troops to get out.

A rm ed student demonstrators in  
Hué burned a U.S. “ cu ltu ra l”  cen­
te r on M ay 26 and the U.S. con­
sulate on June 1. In  Saigon there 
have been d a ily  anti-American 
demonstrations.

A fte r the f i f th  o f nine im m ola­
tions last week, crowds swelled 
to  over 20,000 in  one of the Saigon 
protests. K y  used w hat the New  
Y o rk  Times described as “ the 
strongest police and m ilita ry  pres­
sure ever used against the Bud­
dhists in  Saigon”  to break the 
crowd up —  bu t fa iled. The dem­

onstrators dispersed on the ir own 
account. .

More and more south V ie t­
namese troops, themselves, are re­
fusing to take W ashington’s or­
ders. In  a dispatch from  Hué, June 
4, Times correspondent R. W. 
Apple, Jr., stated, “ South V ie t­
namese offensive m ilita ry  opera­
tions against the Vietcong in  the 
country ’s tw o  northernm ost pro­
vinces have been halted since 
M ay 15.

“ On tha t day,”  Apple  continued, 
“ Prem ier Nguyen Cao K y  sent 
loya l troops to  Danang to p u t down 
a v ir tu a l insurrection. The F irs t 
V ietnamese D ivis ion stopped fig h t­
ing, and i t  has no t ye t started 
again.”  Joseph K ra ft reported in  
the Washington Post, M ay 30, tha t 
desertions from  the Vietnamese 
arm y were runn ing  at the rate of 
at least 7,500 per month.

W hat adds insu lt to in ju ry , how­
ever, is tha t the Johnson adm inis­
tra tion  is no t on ly  backing K y  
down the lin e  b u t is apparently 
pressuring K y  to  take a tougher 
stand towards his opponents than 
he actua lly is taking. This was 
Apple ’s opinion in  a news anal­
ysis dispatched from  Hué June 5.

“ Last week,”  Apple  stated, “ the 
regime of P rem ier Nguyen Cao K y  
had a chance to extend its control 
in to  Hué. A lm ost the en tire  F irs t 
D iv is ion  was moved out o f the 
city, lu red  to Quangtri Province by 
Am erican advisers, who hoped 
tha t A i r  Vice M arshal K y  w ould 
send paratroopers here as he had
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Many Readers Aid Fund
B y M arve l Scholl 

Fund D irector

JUNE 6 —  The Socialist Edu­
cation Fund has exactly nine days 
to go. M ore than $5,000 must come 
in  w ith in  tha t tim e  i f  we are to 
f u l f i l l  the $21,000 quota. I t  is v i­
ta lly  im portan t th a t w e do so, 
and we are counting on a ll the 
areas and our readers to  make i t  
possible to once again carry out 
th is  im portan t po litica l task “ in  
fu l l  and on tim e.”

Several friends responded this 
week to a m a iling  and brought 
The General up to 78 percent of 
its  ve ry  large quota. We thank a ll 
o f them.

One le tte r came from  a student 
in  B loom ington, Ind., w ith  th is 
l it t le  note: “ Sorry i t ’s only a buck 
b u t I ’m  broke.”  I t  is “ bucks”  like  
tha t one w h ich  re a lly  count.

Another student from  M il l -  
brook, N. Y., sent $3 w ith  th is 
le tte r: “ I  w ish I  had you r cour­
age, bu t r ig h t now am having a 
rough tim e w ith  some o f the lo­
cal boys, especially on V ietnam 
. . .  I  subscribe to  many pub lica-

tions, read a great deal on social­
ist theory, etc., and am convinced 
tha t the Socialist W orkers P arty  , 
has the keenest insight in to  the 
fu tu re .”  O ur thanks, both fo r  the 
money and the words o f encour­
agement.

W. W.. o f Connecticut w rote 
thus: “I  am enclosing $10 in  sup­
po rt of the fund and also as a 
gesture o f anger and indignation 
at the m urder of Comrade Ber­
nard in  D etro it. Please convey m y 
ho rro r and g rie f to the comrades 
in  D etro it.”  Thanks, B ill.

Another fine  le tter, enclosing 
$10, came from  Dave Cunning­
ham of Iow a C ity, Iowa. The le t­
te r is too long to reproduce here, 
and fa r  too fine  to excerpt, so 
i t  w i l l  appear ve ry  soon in  the 
Letters fro m  O ur Readers column. 
Suffice i t  to  say we appreciate 
both the money and the contribu­
tion  to our th ink ing.

I t  is not too late to  get your 
con tribution in  to the Socialist 
Education Fund, 873 Broadway, 
New Y ork, N .Y . 10003.

Paul Boutelle

Fund Scoreboard
Branch Quota Paid %
Boston $ 1,200 $ 1,212 101
M inneapolis - St. Paul 1,000 1,000 100
Cleveland 1,000 1,000 100
San Francisco 900 900 100
Philadelphia 300 279 93
San Diego 200 190 91
St. Louis 150 131 87
Chicago 1,800 1,540 86
D etro it 1,400 1,194 85
New Y ork 5,800 4,666 81
N ewark 150 109 73
A llen tow n 175 119 68
M ilw aukee 400 262 66
Los Angeles 4,400 2,334 53
Seattle 500 250 50
Oakland 900 296 33
Denver 125 26 21
General 600 468 78

TOTALS through June 6
1

$21,000 $15,976 75

3,000 Pickets Protest 
At Calif. Napalm Plant

6,400 from Academic World 
Score U.S. Role in Vietnam

sent them to Danang.”
W ith  the an ti-K y F irs t D ivision 

out o f the way, however, K y  pro­
crastinated. Instead o f m oving his 
é lite  forces in to  Hué to crush the 
armed student rebellion — the 
w ay he was supposed to  —  he 
attempted to conciliate the Bud­
dhists by in v it in g  10 c iv ilians to 
take pa rt in  the Saigon cabinet 
and requesting UN supervision of 
the proposed elections.

I t  seems doubtfu l, however, tha t 
such token concessions w il l  stem 
the m ounting tide  o f opposition to 
K y ’s regime. Senator Wayne 
Morse, who had previously been 
an outspoken advocate o f UN in ­
tervention in  Vietnam, took a d im  
v iew  o f K y ’s steps in  the Senate 
June 2.

“ I  am' at a loss to understand 
w hat makes anyone th in k  tha t 
there w il l  be free elections in  a 
situation supported by an A m eri­
can puppet m ilita ry  jun ta ,”  Morse 
commented.

Possibly the most cogent advice 
to the Johnson adm in istra tion th is 
week comes from  U.S. News and 
W orld Report, in  its  June 13 issue. 
“ The gravest danger o f a ll,”  the 
magazine warns, “ is tha t po litica l 
events [in  V ie tnam ] w il l  under­
m ine the morale of Americans 
fig h tin g  in  the fie ld  . . .

“ Now, fo r  the f irs t tim e,”  U.S. 
News and W orld  Report continues, 
"you hear Am erican officers and 
men asking searching questions 
about the ro le the U.S. is p laying 
in  th is w a r and its  objectives. 
A n  Am erican m a jo r has th is  to  
say: “ W hy should I  r is k  going out 
and getting m y head b lown o ff 
fo r a couple of generals named 
K y  and Th i, o r fo r Buddhists who 
bu rn  down Am erican consulates?’

“ This is not ju s t an id le  rem ark,”  
the conservative magazine con­
tinues. “ I t  represents a genuine 
puzzlement tha t is expressed more 
and more frequently. That puzzle­
ment worries top Am erican of­
ficials.

“ Comments one o ffic ia l: ‘Can 
you imagine w hat w i l l  happen 
in  the U.S. i f  several thousand 
Am erican w ives and mothers begin 
getting le tters from  south V ietnam  
in  w hich the w rite rs  —  Americans 
— say tha t the U.S. has no busi­
ness here and should get out? 
M u ltip ly  tha t several times over 
in  a few  months, and pressures to 
p u ll out w ould  be irresistib le .’ ”

Antiwar Priest 
Will Address 
N. Y. Forum

NEW  YO R K  — Father Daniel 
Berrigan, the m ilita n t an tiw ar 
priest w ho successfully defied the 
Catholic hierarchy, w i l l  speak at 
the M ilita n t Labor Forum  on F r i­
day evening, June 17. F e lix  Mc­
Gowan, the fo rm er M a rykn o ll m is­
sionary priest, w i l l  act as chair­
man.

Father Berrigan, a noted poet, 
had draw n the ire  o f the h ie r­
archy w ith  his increasingly strong 
pronouncements on the V ietnam  
w ar and his a c tiv ity  as co-chair­
man o f the C lergy Concerned 
About Vietnam. Last December, 
he was suddenly assigned by the · 
church to L a tin  America.

Berrigan ’s exile to  L a tin  Am er­
ica drew  w ide protest from  mem­
bers o f the Catholic Church. The 
protest mounted, and last March, 
in  an unprecedented action, the 
h ierarchy reversed itse lf and per­
m itted  Father B errigan to re tu rn  
to the U.S.) even though i t  knew 
he w ould  no t be silenced.

H is subject at the M ilita n t La­
bor Forum  meeting, w h ich  w il l  be 
held at 873 Broadway, w i l l  be, 
“ The Catholic Church and Social 
Protest.”

Weekly Calendar
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DEMANDS U.S. GET OUT

Belgian MP Rips Vietnam War
1,500 N.Y. East Siders
See Antiwar Pageant

B y Ron W olin

S O L ID A R IT Y  A C T IO N . Brussels demonstrators joined In te rn a ­
tional Days of Protest against V ie tnam  w a r last October.

( W orld  Outlook) —  For the 
f irs t  tim e in  parliam ent in  Bel­
gium, i f  not in  the parliam ents 
of a ll o f Western Europe, a voice 
has been openly raised in  support 
of the National L ibera tion  F ron t 
o f south V ietnam  and the heroic 
Vietnamese freedom fighters.

The occasion was during  the 
debate on fore ign po licy A p r il 27. 
P ie rre  Le  Grève, a member of 
parliam ent from  Brussels, took 
the floo r to  express a v iew  tha t is 
g row ing in  the radical movement 
in  Belgium. He is a member of 
the Confédération Socialiste des 
T rava illeurs  [Socialist W orkers 
Confederation], the new, le ft so­
c ia lis t pa rty  w hich broke w ith  the 
re form ist Social Democracy 18 
months ago.

Among other things, he said the 
fo llow ing : “ The extraord inary  ex­
ample of V ietnam , w h ich  has held 
ou t against tw o  modern im peria l­
is t armies, shows tha t gue rrilla  
freedom  fighters can even succeed 
in  imposing real m ilita ry  defeats, 
as they did against France, w hich 
is a very* rare feat indeed!

“ That’s w hat they d id  at Dien 
B ien Phu.

“ To the ir m isfortune, these un­
happy people were then im m edi­
a te ly  faced w ith  the most pow erfu l 
arm y in  the w orld , the Am erican 
arm y. A nd nevertheless th e ir re ­
sistance is not weakening at a ll.

“ Recently, a ll the urban centers 
have been in  tu rm o il, a clear in ­
d ication to  in te rna tiona l public 
opinion tha t the puppet govern­
m ent kept in  power by the A m er­
icans has no popular base whatso­
ever and is un iversa lly  hated 
throughout the land . . . .

“ In  m y opinion, on ly one at­
titu d e  can possibly be adopted 
towards the w ar in  V ietnam . I  do 
no t ask M r. Spaak o r the present 
m in is te r o f fore ign a ffa irs  to  serve 
as mediators. I  do no t ca ll fo r 
negotiations. That’s w ha t the 
Americans w ant . ,\. A l l  I  demand 
is the im m ediate and uncondition­
a l w ithd raw a l o f the American

Verwoerd Regime 
Attacks Daughter 
Of Abram Fischer

Under the fascist concept of 
g u ilt  by association, the Verwoerd 
governm ent has begun m oving 
against the relatives o f Abram  
Fischer, who was recently given 
a life  sentence because o f his op­
position to apartheid. ;

Miss Use Fischer, the 22-year- 
o ld  daughter of South A fr ic a ’s dis­
tinguished attorney, and her fiancé 
John Sholto Cross, a journa lis t, 
were listed as “ Communists”  May 
22. This means tha t they cannot 
be quoted or w rite  fo r publication 
in  South A frica  and cannot belong 
to any organization tha t discusses 
state policy. M r. Cross w rites fo r 
a business and financia l jou rna l 
in  Johannesburg. Miss Fischer is 
studying to be a lib ra rian .

in te rvention ist troops from  V ie t-, 
nam and the rest o f the w o rld .”

Elsewhere in  his speech, Le 
Grève made the f irs t appeal in  
parliam ent fo r Belg ium  to im ­
m ediately get out o f the counter­
revo lu tionary N ATO  alliance. H is 
stand contrasts w ith  tha t of the 
pro-Moscow Communist Party, 
w hich on ly asks tha t Belg ium  qu it 
the alliance when i t  comes up 
legally fo r  renewal in  1969.

La V o ix  du Peuple [The Voice 
o f the People], the weekly news-

T H E  O R G A N IZ E D  W O R K ­
IN G  CLASS IN  T H E  C U B A N  
R E V O L U T IO N  by J a m e s  
O ’Connor, in  S tudies on the  
L e ft ,  M a rc h -A p ril, 1966.

IN D U S T R IA L  O R G A N IZ A ­
T IO N  IN  T H E  O LD  A N D  N E W  
C UB AS by James O ’Connor, in  
Science and Society, Spring, 
1966.

These tw o articles by James 
O’Connor are genuine contribu­
tions to the understanding o f the 
Cuban revolution. They should be 
read together since they deal w ith  
complementary aspects o f the 
same process.

O’Connor examines the develop­
ment of the; organized w ork ing  
class and of indus tria l organiza­
tion  in  Cuba both before and af­
te r the revo lu tionary victory.·. He 
attempts to show, step by  step, 
w hy  and how the Castro govern­
ment in itia ted  the various changes 
tha t i t  brought about in  these 
spheres.

In  his w e ll-documented, schol­
a rly  accounts, O’Connor does not 
hesitate to po in t out w hat he sees 
as the mistakes as w e ll as the suc­
cesses of the revo lu tionary regime.

M A C B IR D  by Barbara G ar- 
son. Published by the Independ­
ent Socialist Club at Berkeley, 
C alif. 30 pages, illustrated, 50c.

M acB ird  is  a ra ther pointed sa­
tire . Shakespeare’s M acBeih  is re ­
w ritte n  from  a rad ica l po in t of 
v iew  to  f i t  Lyndon Johnson, the 
Kennedy brothers, etc. W hile  the 
satire has a te llin g  acuteness on 
the whole, some o f its parts should 
not be interpreted too lite ra lly .

M ost of the p lay is d irec tly  
adapted from  Shakespeare. The 
scrip t is pu t together in  a smooth

paper o f the pro-Peking Commu­
n ist Party, grudgingly adm itted 
tha t Le Grève advanced a “ cor­
rect position”  on both the V ie t­
nam w ar and the N ATO  question; 
and tha t he had spoken a “ lan­
guage h ithe rto  unknown”  in  par­
liam ent.

The admission is even more 
s ign ificant in  v iew  o f the fact tha t 
La V o ix du Peuple constantly at­
tacks Le Grève and other lead­
ing figures of the Socialist W ork­
ers Confederation as “ T ro tskyist.”

and h igh ly  readable fashion. Here 
and there Barbara Garson has le t 
a b it  too much cynicism  get in to 
her lines.

Copies may be obtained by w r it ­
ing  to: “ M acB ird,”  Box 910, B er­
keley 1, Calif.

T H E  L E F T  IN  EUR O PE  
S IN C E  1789 by D avid  Caute. 
N ew  Y ork , W orld  U niversity  
L ib ra ry . 256 pages. $2.45 paper­
back, illustrated.

This book provides a handy and 
accurate guide to the European 
L e ft from  1789 to the present. The 
author, D avid  Caute, appears to 
be sympathetic to  the le ft as a 
whole. He has w ritte n  a tig h tly  
worded lit t le  w o rk  tha t packs a 
lo t of in fo rm ation  in to  its  ra ther 
b rie f text. H is analyses are often 
debatable and the lack o f real 
depth makes i t  inadvisable to  re­
commend th is w o rk  to  beginning 
students o f the Le ft. ·

For those more fa m ilia r w ith  
radical h istory, however, Caute’s 
survey w il l  prove to be both fa ­
scinating and stim ulating. M ore­
over, the book is profusely and 
b e a u tifu lly  illustra ted.

IN T E L L E C T U A L  L O V E  A F ­
F A IR  by Isaac Deutscher, in  
The Nation, M ay  16, 1966.

This essay by Isaac Deutscher 
is nom ina lly  a review  o f Georg 
L u k acs’ book Essays on Thomas 
M ann. However, i t  is actually 
much more than that. Deutscher 
reviews the h is to ry of S ta lin ist 
lite ra ry  critic ism  and points out 
its  severe deviations from  the 
v iew po in t o f revo lu tionary M a rx ­
ism. L u k acs’ career and his ana­
lysis o f Mann are examined w ith ­
in  th is context.

Deutscher describes how the

NEW YORK —  Under the spon­
sorship of Tompkins Square Neigh­
bors fo r Peace, tw o h igh ly  suc­
cessful performances o f an o rig ina l 
dance drama protest against the 
w ar in  V ietnam  were presented 
F riday and Saturday evenings, 
June 3 and 4, in  Low er East Side 
parks by the Pageant Players. A  
to ta l of more than 1,500 people 
attended.

F riday ’s performance was the 
f irs t ever given at the Jacob R iis 
Am phitheatre, in  the c ity ’s newest 
and best designed park. For once 
a park  fo r  poor people has been 
b u ilt w ith  imagination. I t  provided 
a perfect setting fo r the outdoor 
drama w hich to ld  the story o f the 
Vietnamese w ar in  equally human 
terms.

Four o f the 10 players repre­
sented Vietnamese peasants; four, 
typ ica l New Yorkers; and two, 
“ the ru lers o f the w orld , Uncle 
Sam and his lady.”  Each group 
was shown at its  da ily  tasks, w ith  
the contrast in  style o f liv in g  
v iv id ly  depicted. The g ird ing  of 
the Americans fo r w ar and th e ir 
cynical use by the ru le rs  to  de­
stroy the people and cu ltu re  of 
V ietnam  was dramatized in  a series 
of vignettes.

The f in a l scenes showed the 
resistance o f the Vietnamese, th e ir 
eventual v ic to ry  and the topp ling 
o f “ the ru le rs”  by the disgusted 
people o f America.

A  second o rig ina l dance drama, 
called “ K in g  Con,”  a satire based 
on the monopolistic practices of 
Consolidated Edison, New Y o rk ’s 
electric company, was also pre-

Stalinized Communist parties have 
since the 1930’s been systemati­
ca lly  b lun ting  th e ir c ritic ism  of 
Western lite ra tu re  as pa rt o f the ir 
search fo r libe ra l “ allies.”  Deut­
scher w rites:

“ This is not to suggest tha t 
M arxists should no t have been or 
should no t be concerned w ith  the 
struggle fo r allies or tha t they 
should not be intensely preoccu­
pied w ith  the problem  of the cu l­
tu ra l heritage. The po in t is that 
S talin ism  abused these concerns 
and preoccupations fo r its  shallow 
and opportunistic tactical games. 
The Stalinized parties conducted 
th e ir search fo r  allies so unscru­
pulously and perversely tha t they 
lost themselves in  the process, i.e., 
they lost sight of the interests and 
aspirations of the w ork ing  
classes.”

L E  C O R B U SIER : A R C H I­
T E C T  O F T H E  F U T U R E  by 
Ross Dowson, in  Young Socialist 
Forum , M ay-June 1966.

The w orld-renowned architect, 
Le Corbusier, objected th a t “ The 
20th century hasn’t  b u ilt  fo r  men, 
i t  has b u ilt fo r  money.”  Le  Cor­
busier tr ied  to bu ild  fo r  men, b u t 
he was frustra ted at every tu rn  by 
the conservatism and stuffiness of 
capita lis t society in  its decadent 
phase.

Ross Dowson explains how Le 
Corbusier is a bu ilde r whose w ork  
w i l l  contribute to the be tte r w orld  
to come when planning fo r  people 
instead o f fo r  p ro fit w i l l  be the 
order of the day. H is a rtic le  ap­
pears in  the M ay-June issue of 
the Canadian Young Socialist 
Forum, 32 Cecil Street, Toronto, 
2B, Ontario, Canada.. A  subscrip­
tion  to th is revo lu tionary jou rna l 
costs 50d fo r  s ix issues or $1 fo r 
12. — A rth u r M ag lin

sented by the talented Pageant 
Players.

On Saturday n igh t the program 
was pu t on in  the area in  fro n t 
o f the almost completed band· shell 
in  Tompkins Square Park. A t least 
h a lf the audience was composed 
o f wide-eyed youngsters who re­
acted enthusiastically to  every 
move o f the dancers.

Also tha t evening, J im  Morgan, 
an o ffice r o f Tompkins Square 
Neighbors fo r  Peace, addressed the 
audience. He to ld  o f the group’s 
w ork  to end the w a r in  V ietnam  
and b ring  the troops home now 
and called fo r  the support of a ll 
members of the com m unity in  
bu ild ing  the next Days o f Protest, 
Aug. 6-9, in to  the most effective 
demonstration against the w a r in  
New Y o rk ’s history.

. . .  F. I. Declaration
(Continued from  Page 1)

clear w ar. For i t  is certain tha t 
the crisis o f Am erican im peria l­
ism and the w o rld  im peria lis t sys­
tem  has not ye t reached the po in t 
where Washington is ready to r is k  
nuclear death as against re treat­
ing  from  Vietnam.

A  declaration o f basic so lida rity  
w ith  the People’s Republic o f 
China w ould also be the m ain pre­
requisite fo r  establishing the nec­
essary un ited fro n t o f a ll the 
workers states in  the defense o f the 
Democratic Republic o f V ietnam . 
I t  w ould  help dissipate the suspi­
cions o f the Chinese leaders tha t 
the K re m lin  plans to stay on the 
sidelines in  the event o f an A m er­
ican aggression against China. I t  
should be underlined that, not­
w ithstanding th e ir incorrect ta lk  
about “ capita lis t restoration”  in  
the Soviet Union, the Chinese lead­
ers have solemnly reconfirm ed 
the ir resolution to come to the 
assistance o f the Soviet U nion in  
the event o f an Am erican m ilita ry  
aggression; th is as la te as A p r il 
1966.

Crime Against Peace
The silence o f the leaders o f the 

Soviet U nion on the preparation 
o f w ar against China is a b low  
against the interests o f defense o f 
the Soviet U nion and a ll the w o rk ­
ers states, a crim e against the in ­
terests o f peace.

The U nited Secretariat o f the 
Fourth  In te rnationa l calls upon till 
communists, w o rk ing  class and 
an ti-im pe ria lis t m i l i t a n t s  and 
movements throughout the w o rld  
to demand fro m  the Soviet lead­
ers an immediate declaration o f 
so lida rity  w ith  People’s China in  
face o f the grow ing threat.

I t  calls upon them to step up 
th e ir actions fo r so lida rity  w ith  
the Vietnamese Revolution, th e ir 
actions o f struggle against the 
counterrevolutionary wars o f U n it­
ed States im peria lism , th e ir ac­
tions to extend the revo lu tion  to 
new countries and thereby force 
im peria lism  to disperse its  forces 
more and more over the globe and 
to weaken its pressure upon the 
revo lu tionary masses o f Southeast 
Asia.

Sodaliton 
(hud Tfton

By Che Guevara
24 pps. 35 cents

order from

MERIT PUBLISHERS 
5 East Third St. 

New York, N.Y. 10003

W ho W ill 
Change the W orld

By George Novack

A  M arx ian  analysis o f the 
New L e ft and the views 

o f C. W rig h t M ills

50 cents

Order from

M E R IT  P U B L IS H E R S  
5 East T h ird  St.

N ew  Y o rk , N . Y . 10003
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A Gain for United Action
The entire radical movement should be encouraged by the 

gratify ing  success of the united m em orial-protest meetings held  
across the country on behalf of Leo Bernard, the young socialist 
shot down by a fanatical anti-com m unist in  the D etro it head­
quarters of the Socialist W orkers Party.

The meetings, w ith  their unusually broad range of speakers 
and messages of support, w ere a necessary and effective protest 
against the social and political clim ate responsible for the D e­
tro it shooting. A nd they w ere a good demonstration that the  
movement w ill not be deterred by such acts of terrorism .

A t the same tim e, the meetings represented a significant 
new step forw ard  in  realizing the goal of a m axim um  of unity  
in  action of a ll groups dedicated to the cause of peace and social 
progress.

Perhaps the most noteworthy and encouraging example of 
this was the presence of Communist P arty  spokesmen at a num ­
ber of tfie meetings. U n til now, the Communist P arty  had fo l­
lowed a policy of refusing to participate in  meetings of the So­
cialist W orkers Party.

T h e  u n ity  that was achieved around this issue is a culm ina­
tion of the strong pressure for such a course emanating from  the 
an tiw ar movement. From  the outset, the young antiw ar activists 
have correctly insisted on a policy of “non-exclusion” in  the 
movement; that is, that no one be barred from  participating be­
cause of his political views or affiliations.

W hile  the policy of non-exclusion has been pursued w ith  
highly beneficial results, there has also been a growing recogni­
tion that there are very  real differences w ith in  the movement
—  that the debates aren’t just a rehash of “irre levan t” past dis­
putes of the “old le ft.” Such issues as that of negotiations as 
counterposed to U.S. w ithdraw al in V ietnam , or w hether or not 
to engage in Democratic P arty  “coalition” politics have assumed 
a very  real meaning i n . the movement.

B ut the fact of such differences need not be a barrier to 
u n ity  in  action. N or do the differences have to be put aside to 
forge such unity. In  fact, the very  concept of the united front
—  as it  was developed by Lenin  —  is based on the assumption of 
the existence of significant differences w ith in  the movement.

Lenin  developed the conception that w h ile  it  was false and 
self-defeating to perm it such differences to stand in the w ay of 
united fronts on specific issues w here there was agreement, there 
also was no need w hatever to pretend that the differences do not 
exist.

In  fact, he argued, to slur over the differences can only 
m ake i t  more d ifficu lt to apply the principle of the united front. 
W here there is a clear-cut understanding of the exact issue on 
which the united action is to be taken, as w ell as agreement 
as to how to achieve the specified aim, there is no reason 
in  the world w hy there cannot be, w ith in  this fram ew ork, a 
fra te rn a l exchange of views on those questions on which there 
are differences. And, he added, united action provides a good 
opportunity for a ll concerned to test d iffering  views.

This k ind of approach was seen at the m em orial meeting 
held in  N ew  Y ork  (See report in  our last issue). Dave Dellinger, 
editor of Liberation, for example, took the occasion to express 
his conviction as a pacifist that the entire movement must repu­
diate a ll violence as a» method.

On the other hand, National Guardian editor, James Aronson, 
argued that a people fighting for national liberation w ere not 
brutalized by using violence to repel a foreign aggressor.

These expressions of d iffering  views in no w ay prevented either 
from  registering the ir fu ll solidarity w ith  the purpose of the 
meeting.

The m otivation for applying the principle of the united front 
is simple and tim e-tested: In  un ity  there is strength.

The Dominican Elections
The declaration by Dom inican President-elect Balaguer that 

he favors keeping the U . S. occupation force in  his country for a 
fu rther period w ill  not be upsetting to the Johnson adm inistra­
tion.

Balaguer’s declaration makes clear w hy he was Washington’s 
favored candidate. His role w ill be tt> carry out U . S. policy in 
his country. A nd that policy is to m aintain the domination of 
the U . S. and Dominican business interests over the Dominican  
masses.

To achieve that, a strong, effective arm y is necessary. I t  was 
the disintegration of the Dom inican arm y that triggered the U . S. 
invasion. Now  the intention is to keep the U . S. troops there u n til 
the reactionary Dominican brass hats are f irm ly  back in the 
saddle.

This m ay be in  the interests of the landlords and the D om in i­
can and U.S. capitalists. I t  is defin ite ly  not in  the interests of 
the impoverished Dominican people. In  the name of fa ir  play, 
and the righ t of a ll people to self-determ ination, the people of the 
U . S. should demand that the occupation force be w ithdraw n.

Fr om Fifth Avenue 
Vietnam Peace 
Parade Committee

Shocked by news of m urder and 
wounding of fe llow  activists in  
movement against w ar in  V ie t­
nam. Extend so lidarity  against 
w itchhunt atmosphere breeding 
such attacks and deepest sym­
pathy at your loss.

0

From Frank Kofsky
[Frank Koksky is a faculty  

member at the University of P itts­
burgh. He is an historian and jazz 
critic.]

Ben Johnson’s aphorism that 
patrio tism  is the last refuge of a 
scoundrel has to  be updated: A n­
ti-com munism , not patriotism , is 
tha t last refuge. The senseless 
slaying of Leo Bernard and the 
wounding of Jan G arre tt and W al­
te r Graham demonstrate tha t the 
domestic fru its  o f anti-com munism 
can be jus t as barbaric, ju s t as 
horrendous, as the foreign policy 
w hich Johnson pursues in  V ie t­
nam under the rationale provided 
by anti-communism.

Today as in  the 1930’s, a pro­
im peria lis t and anti-socia list wave 
of aggression is being unleashed 
against innocent victim s —  a ll in  
the name of the god anti-com mun­
ism. Those who have len t the ir 
name and prestige to the an ti­
communist crusade, be they con­
servatives, liberals, or even so- 
called socialists, must be held res­
ponsible fo r th is latest tragedy 
(more so, I  suspect, than the h a lf­
crazed man who did the actual 
shooting). Perhaps this most re ­
cent outrage w il l  suffice to show 
them the erro r of the ir anti-com ­
m unist ways.

Condolences to the fam ily  and 
friends of the deceased; wishes 
fo r a speedy recovery to his two 
fe llow  victims.

From Fred Stover
[Fred Stover is president of the 

U. S. Farmers’ Association, a m i­
litant, mid western farm  organiza­
tion.]

The Farmers’ Association joins 
others in  m ourning the m artyred 
Leo Bernard and also in  express­
ing our abhorrence fo r th is m ur­
der and the peculiar po litica l sick­
ness tha t created the atmosphere 
fo r such a crime.

In  a real sense, i t  is a replica 
in m in ia ture of the global M c- 
Carthyism  of the Johnson ad­
m in is tra tion  w hich makes the k i l l ­
ing of communists, suspected com­

munists and non-conformists a 
laudatory achievement.

Wfe also' w ould jo in  others in  
adm inistering the k ind  o f a ' po li­
tica l cathartic that w ould cleanse 
our body po litic  of th is pernicious 
disease of anti-communism.

Sorry I  can’t  be w ith  you.

From Stan Beale
[Stan Beale is a spokesman for 

the St. Pancras North Young So­
cialists of London.]

The St. Pancras N orth  Young 
Socialists of London, England, 
would like  to express to you the ir 
shock at hearing of the m urder 
of Comrade Leo Bernard in  De­
tro it, and to convey our so lidarity 
w ith  the YSA in  its  struggle 
against the im peria lis t w ar in 
Vietnam, fo r w hich Comrade B er­
nard has died.

From Mexico
[From  the Concejo Estudiantil 

Universitario (University Student 
Council) of M exico.]

The U n ivers ity  Student Council, 
organized by the educational re ­
fo rm  movement tha t has devel­
oped in Mexico, has been inform ed 
o f the cow ardly attack tha t an 
hysterical neo-fascist carried out 
against the D e tro it branch of the 
Socialist W orkers Party, k ill in g  
one and gravely wounding two.

The U n ive rs ity  Student Council 
solidarizes itse lf w ith  the develop­
ing struggle of the Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  and other organizations 
against racial d iscrim ination and 
w ar and energetically protests 
against th is shameful and repug­
nant attack.

I t  has not escaped the U n ive r­
s ity Student Council that the per­
petrator of this te rrib le  action was 
a product of the hysteria fomented 
by the high government circles of 
the United States and the ru ling  
classes, that not only have re­
pressed the peoples struggling to 
establish the type of society tha t 
they consider best fo r the resolu­
tion of the ir own domestic prob­
lems, bu t from  the logic of the ir 
policy have carried th is repres­
sion and the ir crimes to th e ir own 
country on an ever-grow ing scale.

I t  can be clearly seen tha t the 
course of these actions w il l  in  the 
near fu tu re  reach to a ll points of 
the globe w ith  equal v igor; at the 
same tim e that we protest, we 
w il l  manifest our firm  decision to 
confront anyth ing tha t is stirred 
up in our country, by calling upon 
those organized fo r justice to close 
ranks to combat the fascists sup­

LEO BERNARD

ported by the ru lin g  classes on a 
w orld  scale.

In the same manner, we call 
upon the m ilitan ts  of a ll the w orld  
who feel the pa in fu l experiences 
tha t the con flic t has ju s t now le ft 
not to be in d iffe ren t before these 
deeds that are only the w arn ing 
o f the most cruel attacks, such as 
those that occurred in  the era of 
H itle rian  fascism, and to be pre­
pared to repel w ith  great energy 
every attack tha t the neo-fascist 
forces launch against the revo lu­
tionary  m ilitants.

For a w orld  fro n t against the 
neo-fascist currents that are a l­
ready advancing and showing 
themselves in  the w ar in  Vietnam 
and the persecution of the racial 
m inorities in  several countries.

Manifestations o f protest must 
be organized against th is present 
crim ina l attack.

We must redouble our efforts to 
pu t an end to the power of the 
w ar makers.

From Paul Jacobs
[Paul Jacobs is an author and 

labor historian.]

The tragic and senseless m u r­
der o f Leo Bernard reflects, ac­
curately, the trag ic and senseless 
society he was seeking to change. 
We have been caught in  a socie­
ty  w hich jus tifies  m urdering those 
people in  other countries i t  can­
not understand and w ith  whom 
i t  disagrees. The real lesson of the 
shooting in  D e tro it is not tha t 
one man w ent crazy, b u t tha t his 
insanity took a fo rm  in w h ich  he 
was only acting out w hat ap­
peared to h im  in this society to 
be a ju s tifiab le  act.

I f  Bernard is not to have died 
to ta lly  in  vain, le t us a ll take 
heed. And let those of us who 
have ever succumbed in  the past 
to vicious and insensate an ti­
communism, no m atter w hat the 
provocation, accept our respon­
s ib ility , too, fo r B ernard ’s death. 
From  this understanding of our 
own roles perhaps there w il l  come 
a new push to the le ft, a new 
opening o f the radical view, a new 
comm itment to end a society 
which must, inevitab ly, produce 
such tragedies as the m urder of 
Leo Bernard. Then, Bernard w il l  
not have been struck down in  
vain.

From M. S. Arnoni
[M . S. Arnoni is editor of the 

magazine, M in o rity  of One.]
Leo Bernard was a v ic tim  of 

the very same fascist forces which 
are decimating the people o f V ie t­
nam. In te rnationa l band itry  sue li­
as is engaged in  by the Johnson 
adm inistration must necessarily be 
accompanied by domestic band itry  
tha t fe lled Leo Bernard fo r his 
“ sin”  o f s tr iv ing  towards a juster 
w orld. H is memory w il l  be in ­
scribed in  my heart.

From Ita ly
[From  the Revolutionary Com­

munist Group, Ita lian  section of 
the Fourth International.]

The Ita lia n  Section o f the Fourth 
In ternational expresses its deep 
sorrow and fra te rna l so lida rity  fo r 
the death o f comrade Leo Ber­
nard, k illed  in  the attack in  which 
W alter Graham and Jan G arre tt 
were seriously wounded.

This act, w hich is not an iso l­
ated instance of anti-com m unist 
hysteria, both in  the USA and in 
other countries in  which an ti­
im peria lis t m ilita n t movements 
figh t, witnesses the fact tha t the 
leading reactionary circles, facing 
a grow ing opposition by the gen­
uine M arx is t organizations, w ith  
young m ilitan ts  on the fore front, 
and conscious tha t the ir tra d i­
tiona l means of paternalism and 
corruption towards the opportun­
ist leaderships of the w ork ing  class 
organizations are useless means 
towards the most advanced organ­
izations, have recourse to the tra ­
d itiona l means used by fascist and 
Nazi groups.

Leo Bernard has added his name

More Messages on Detroit  Shooting



iday, June 13, 1966 Page Five

to the long lis t of revolutionaries 
who died on the ir figh ting  place. 
The Ita lian  Section of the Fourth 
In te rnationa l w il l  honor Leo Ber­
nard by increasing its a c tiv ity  fo r 
the destruction of capitalism, in 
the name of revo lu tionary M a rx ­
ism and internationalism .

From Conrad Lynn
[Conrad Lynn is a veteran civil 

rights attorney.]
The wanton m urder of Leo 

Bernard in  D e tro it is a trag ic i l ­
lustra tion of the grow ing polariz­
ation o f forces in  the United 
States. The m iddle ground is 
being swept from  under a ll o f us. 
We must choose between death 
and life . As the nation moves to­
wards c iv il war, I t  behooves a ll 
the an tiw ar forces to coalesce fo r 
this fa te fu l confrontation.

Conrad Lynn

From J. Atkinson
[J. Atkinson is branch secretary. 

Electrical Trades Union, Patney. 
England. 1

Lambeth E lectrica l T r a d e s  
Union sends its condolences to the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  on the oc­
casion of the b ru ta l attack on 
three of your members w hich re ­
sulted in  the death of one. This 
attack is-no doubt associated w ith  
the heroic stand you have taken 
in your demand tha t American 
troops should be w ithdraw n from  
Vietnam  and tha t the Vietnamese 
people must have the rig h t to de­
term ine the ir own future.

From Frank Donner
[F ran k Donner is a labor and 

civil liberties attorney.]
W hile  I  cannot be present at the 

mem orial meeting, fo r Leo Ber­
nard, I  w ant to add m y voice to 
the protest against th is fr igh ten ­
ing deed. Since the early sixties, 
bigots, u ltra -righ tis ts  and an ti­
com m unist fanatics have freely 
used the weapon of m urder and 
te rro r against the le ft. The bomb­
ings and assassinations, w hich have 
become an almost routine weapon 
of the American u ltra -r ig h t, must 
be curbed.

The Departm ent o f Justice must 
be made to take action against 
th is grow ing use of violence 
against the le ft.

I t  is no answer-to say tha t the 
assassin was a psychotic or that 
•he was deranged. There are hund­
reds, i f  not thousands, o f W anio- 
leks w a lk ing  the streets who are 
not insane in  any c lin ica l sense, 
bu t who are ready to com m it m u r­
der, o r worse, to give expression 
to the ir antj-Communism. The as­
sassin’s shocking deed m irro rs  the 
sickness and hate of our entire so­
ciety, the logical projection of its 
anti-Com m unist paranoia. Wanio- 
lek  may have crossed the line  in to  
insanity, bu t w hat about the thou­
sands and thousands o f others who 
have m otivated h im  and whose 
“ sanity”  masks the same c rim i­
nal impulses?

W hat is pa rticu la rly  shocking 
to me is tha t Leo Bernard lost his 
life  not fo r anyth ing he said or

did, bu t solely fo r w hat he was. 
He was hunted down lik e  an an i­
mal by a man who was a stranger 
to him , to whom he never did a 
moment’s harm. Is th is act rea lly  
a symbolic m urder to w hich we 
a ll must give note in  awe? Does 
i t  presage a tim e when hate-filled  
fanatics w il l  be ready to mow 
down a ll dissenters w ith  the cry 
"Y ou ’re a ll Commies” ?

From 
Chris W ichenden

[Chris Wichenden is secretary 
of the W oking, England, Labor 
Party Young Socialists.]

A t our meeting on F riday, May 
20, W oking Labor P arty  Young 
Socialists passed the fo llow ing  re­
solution:

“ W oking YS sends its sympathy 
to the Socialist W orkers P arty  in  
Detro it, USA, on the tragic m u r­
der of one of our Am erican coin- 
rades. I t  hopes tha t th is  tragedy 
w il l  not weaken them in  the 
struggle fo r in te rna tiona l social­
ism.”

May I  add m y own condolences 
to this unanimous resolution. We 
were a ll very shocked when we 
heard the news.

From C lare Paget
[C lare Paget is a member of the 

North Paddington Labor Party  
Young Socialists.]

Our young socialists were deep­
ly  concerned at the news last 
week of' the tragic assassination of 
Leo Bernard and wounding of 
tw o YSA members. We under­
stand that there were po litica l 
reasons fo r th is extrem ist mad­
man’s actions and w ish to express, 
in  addition to our condolences, our 
fu l l  support fo r your w o rk  in  the 
USA in opposing the Am erican 
im peria lis t action in  Vietnam.

From Tim W ohlforth
[T im  W ohlforth is a spokesman 

for the Am erican Committee for 
the Fourth International.]

Leo Bernard was k ille d  and Jan 
G arre tt and W alter Graham were 
wounded as m artyrs in  the conti­
nuing class struggle. The assassin 
was a demoralized w orker, trag i­
ca lly  misled and deluded by an ti­
w ork ing  class propaganda to the 
point where he committed this 
crazed act.

We, the membership of the 
American Committee fo r the 
Fourth  Internationa l, extend our 
condolences to the memberships 
of the SWP and the YSA and to 
the fam ilies o f the victim s.

This incident is the latest in  a 
series, inc lud ing  the bombings of 
the DuBois C lub and VDC head­
quarters. We call fo r united de­
fense against an ti-w o rk ing  class 
hooliganism and terrorism .

From Russell Johnson
[Russell Johnson is peace edu­

cation secretary of the New  Eng­
land Regional O ffice of the A m er­
ican Friends Service Committee.]

This a troc ity  is one of several 
recently in flic ted  upon persons 
and groups holding “ le ft-w in g ”  
po litica l beliefs. I  deeply deplore 
it. Even though the m urderer was 
m enta lly deranged, th is^ act 
stemmed d irectly  from  the w ide­
spread ignorance and hysteria 
about communism which a fflic ts  
the citizens of the United States. 
W ith  so many unsolved problems 
in Am erican society at home and 
abroad, a w ide range of discus­
sion and analysis is needed.

Communists and socialists of 
various kinds have a legitim ate 
ro le to play. Each citizen must 
be a lert to the rights and con tri­
butions of th is m ino rity  and help 
overcome the prejudice which to­
day places such blinders on our 
thought and action. Nazism grew 
in Germany because o f general in ­
difference to s im ila r po litica l per­
secution. We must resist i t  here!

From 
Maxwell Geismar

[M axw e ll Geismar is a literary  
critic and w rite r on American  
literary history.]

The vicious and meaningless 
m urder of the peaceful young so­
cialist, Leo Bernard, by a so-called 
“ anti-com m unist maniac”  sim ply 
reflects the oppressive cu ltu ra l 
climate of the United States to ­
day. I believe this clim ate of pre­
judice, hysteria and violence w il l  
continue to grow worse — just 
when we had thought to be free 
of McCarthyism! — u n til the mad 
w ar in  V ietnam is stopped. O ther­
wise, w hat artist, w hat in te llec­
tual, what historian or lite ra ry  c r i­
tic  can speak of “ American hon­
or”  o r the “ American conscience”  
today. W hat is le ft of a once great 
national heritage?

M axw ell Geismar

From Dorothy Bass
[Dorothy Bass is secretary of 

the Hampstead. England, - Young 
Socialists.]

I am w rit in g  to you on behalf 
o f Hampstead Young Socialists to 
te ll you how deeply shocked we 
were to hear of the tragic death 
of one o f your leading members. 
The story was tru ly  horrib le , and 
a reflection of the rottenness of 
American society. We hope the 
comrades who were shot and in ­
ju red  w il l  soon be completely re­
covered. We extend to you our 
heartfe lt condolences tha t this 
aw ful, senseless m urder should 
have occurred, and hope i t  may 
be of some small consolation to 
you to ■ know of the people 
throughout the w orld  who are 
th ink ing  of you at th is time.

From Howard Zinn
[How ard Z inn is professor of 

government at Boston University  
and author of a book on SNCC.]

I  w ant to add 'm y voice to  those 
w ljo  have gathered in  memory of 
Leo Bernard. He and the two 
other students who were wounded 
are victim s of the fanatical an ti­
communism w hich has been so 
deep a part o f the psychology of 
th is country fo r a 16ng time. They 
are not alone. Those who died in 
the Spanish C iv il W ar, those who 
were victim s of A do lf H itle r, were 
a ll v ictim s of the same madness. 
And the women and children dy­
ing in  the bomb blasts of A m eri­
can planes, those being k illed  by 
the guns we have supplied to the 
K y  government in south Vietnam, 
are also victim s of th is same fa ­
naticism. W hat is worse, this m ad-
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ness is sustained and encouraged 
by the actions of presumably ra ­
tional men: Johnson, Rusk, Mc­
Namara and the rest.

U ltim ate ly , they must share the 
responsib ility fo r the deaths of 
the countless thousands in  V ie tT 
nam and elsewhere, because they 
have used the symbol “ commun­
is t”  as Governor Wallace and 
others have used the symbol “ n ig ­
ger”  —  as devices fo r inc iting  
others to com m it murder. The rest 
of us bear responsib ility too, u n til 
tha t moment when we break our 
silence, and speak and act fo r a 
w orld  w hich does no violence to 
e ither the body or the sp irit of 
man.

From Switzerland
[From  the Political Bureau of 

the Socialist W orkers League, 
Swiss section of the Fourth In ­
ternational.]

Deeply shocked by the k i lle r -  
attack against the three young 
socialists. We w ant to express our 
deep so lida rity  w ith  your party 
and our heartfe lt sympathy w ith  
the v ictim s and the ir relatives.

We have noth ing to add to your 
statement and those of others re ­
garding the po litica l meaning of 
this murderous act. B u f we would 
like  to stress the big im pact tha t 
the courageous fig h t o f the A m er­
ican antiw ar movement and your 
contribution to i t  has had in  our 
country as in  a ll the other coun­
tries in  the w orld . And we w il l  
s trive to f ig h t on in the sp ir it of 
Leo Bernard and his comrades 
against the V ietnam  w ar and a ll 
oppressive wars and fo r a social­
ist w o rld  of peace and freedom, 
in  our country as you do in  the 
U nited States.

From Revolutionary 
Communist Youth 
of France

[From  members of the national 
bureau and national committee of 
thb Revolutionary Communist 
Youth in  France.]

We are in  so lida rity  w ith  your 
figh t. The sorrow o f the Y SA is 
ours also. We have been deeply 
grieved by the assassination of 
Comrade Leo Bernard. We w ould 
be happy to hear of the recovery 
of Comrades Jan Gar re tt and W al­
te r Graham. Receive, dear com­
rades, the assurance of our fra ­
terna l regards and our revo lu tion­
ary sentiments.

From Ed Wolkenstein
[Ed Wolkenstein is editor of

Red Sword in Buffalo, N . Y .]

Please fo rw ard  m y condolences 
to the fa m ily  of Leo Bernard and' 
wishes fo r  a speedy recovery to 
Jan G arre tt and W alter Graham.

I t  is tim e tha t the le ft began 
to reappraise its attitude and po li­
cy toward the violence being d i­
rected against it. Words, no m at­
te r how eloquent, are not enough.

From H a ckney, 
England

[From  the Hackney, England, 
Young Socialists.]

Hackney C.L.P. Young Socialists 
sends its deepest condolences to 
the fam ily  and comrades of Leo 
Bernard. We also w ould like  to 
express our concern and regret on 
what seems to be an organized 
and vicious attack on comrades 
of the SWP. We w ish our com­
rades o f the SWP the greatest 
success in th e ir fig h t fo r social­
ism.

From W illiam  W orthy
[W illiam  W orthy is foreign cor­

respondent for the A fro -A m e ri­
can.]

The rig h t-w in g  psychopath who 
pumped bullets in to  three antiw ar 
objectors was merely ahead of his 
time.

W hat that n u t d id on May 16 
in D e tro it is exactly w hat his fe l­
low  fanatics in  the C IA  w il l  be 
doing in  the next few years to 
dissenters a ll over the country. I t  
cannot be otherwise if, as Dean 
Rusk b landly te lls us, the U. S. is 
committed to un ila tera l m ilita ry  
in tervention in  40, nations. For the 
already strong opposition to M r. 
Johnson’s racist w ar in  V ietnam 
w il l  explode in to  life -and-death 
resistance, both here and in  many 
places abroad, as the Marines be­
gin landing and the bombs start 
fa llin g  in those 39 o tjie r coun­
tries.

The men and computers in  
Washington whose “ th ink ing ”  runs 
paralle l to the deranged an ti­
communism of tha t D e tro it ta x i 
d rive r w il l  have only one answer 
fo r anyone of any age who stands 
in the path o f th e ir aggression: 
violence, te rro r, to rtu re  and death.
I w ish that everyone in  the A m er­
ican peace movement were m ora l­
ly  and in te llec tua lly  capable of 
understanding the true nature of· 
the ir adversaries who, fo r the mo­
ment, profess to tolerate dissent 
in  the sp ir it o f c iv il liberties.

W illiam  W orthy
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Alexander Group  
Needs Your Help
I t  would be a cynical vic­

tory fo r the Johnson adm in­
istration i f  the Justice D e­
partm ent’s attack on the 
Alexander  Defense C om m it­
tee prevented it  from  chan­
neling funds to the victims of 
racist oppression in  South 
A frica  —  sim ply because 
these funds w ere used up in  
the Com m ittee’s own legal 
defense. Contributions are 
urgently needed to help the 
A D C  carry on its w ork, now  
on two fronts. M oney should 
be sent to the A lexander D e ­
fense Com mittee, 873 B ’way, 
N ew  Y ork , N . Y . 10003.

;

PEACE SEALS
50 -  $1.

Full Color 
Self· Adhesive

1220 N. Cummings 
L.A .,C alif. 90033

the underground publication of 
the Frente de Izquierda Revolu­
cionario [L e ft R evolutionary 
F ro n t], Hugo Blanco, the well- 
know n T ro tsky is t peasant leader 
and head of the F IR , has gone on 
a hunger strike.

Revolución Peruana reports tha t 
Hugo Blanco is staging the strike 
as a protest against the crue l and 
inhum an measures under which 
he has been held fo r three years 
in  the A requipa prison.

“ He is no t perm itted to receive 
vis its,”  says Revolución Peruana, 
“ no t even from  his fam ily . H is 
correspondence is m i n u t e l y  
checked, a continual a rb itra ry  
censorship is placed on w hat he 
can read, the judge being an ig­
norant captain o f the guard. He 
is  denied medical attention, even 
dental care.”

The publication was unable to 
say how  long Hugo Blanco in tend­
ed to continue his hunger strike.

FR E E D O M  F IG H T E R S . Peasant leader Hugo Blanco, center, and 
fe llow  fighters against reactionary Peruvian oligarchy.

( W orld  O utlook) —  The Na­
tiona l Secretariat o f the Frente 
de Izquierda Revolucionario of 
Peru has issued an appeal fo r  in ­
te rnationa l protest against the re­
pressive measures being used by 
the  Belaunde government against 
po litica l opponents.

“ We ask,”  says the appeal, 
w h ich  was released in  L im a  M ay 
28, “ tha t demands be placed w ith  
the Peruvian government to  re­
spect the lives o f po litica l prison­
ers. They are the victim s o f (Un­

speakable torture , when they are 
no t murdered in  cold blood, w ith ­
out any tr ia l, o r le ft w ithou t ade­
quate medical attention.”

The F IR  calls special attention 
to the case o f the ir comrade, Hugo 
Blanco, who is being held “ prac­
tic a lly  incommunicado in  A re ­
quipa, deprived o f the possib ility

o f reading and w orking, gravely 
i l l . ”

In  Huancayo, according to the 
appeal, 37 people are being held 
on charges o f gue rrilla  activities. 
They have been savagely to r­
tured, p a rticu la rly  Anton io  Meza 
Bravo. The medical report itse lf 
in  his case notes tha t his live r, 
kidneys and lungs are affected 
and tha t he is close to a mental 
breakdown.

Pancha Durand Borda, P ila r 
Borda V iuda de Durand and 
Nieves Rado Calderón have been 
held since August 1965 in  the Wo­
men’s Ja il in  Belén (Cuzco). They 
are gravely i l l .  The 18-year-old 
Nievas Rado Calderón is reported 
to have suffered a mental break­
down.

The F IR  appeals fo r  protests 
and actions to le t the Belaunde 
government know  w hat the w orld  
th inks about such things. The de­
mand should be made tha t i t  end

(Continued from  Page 1) 
by  th e ir Am erican friends.”  The 
committee has not yet received a 
rep ly  from  the President.

Numerous organizations and in ­
d iv idua ls have already expressed 
th e ir support of the A lexander 
Defense Committee. They include:. 
M e l W u lf, legal d irector o f the 
Am erican C iv il L iberties Upion; 
Rowland Watts, president, W ork­
ers Defense League; George Haus­
er, executive director, American 
Committee on A frica ; the execu­
tive  committee of the Emergency 
C iv il L iberties Committee; Stoke- 
le y  Carmichael, chairman of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating

Committee; and Paul Booth, na­
tiona l secretary o f the Students 
fo r  a Democratic Society.

New Tour Planned
In  announcing the Justice De­

partm ent attack, the A lexander 
Defense Committee noted tha t i t  
is p lanning a tou r la te r th is year 
by Franz J. T. Lee, a young 
South A frican  who is a friend  of 
Dr. A lexander’s and who has w r it ­
ten and lectured extensively on 
South A frican  a ffa irs  since liv in g  
in  West Germany. The Am erican 
tour w il l  help raise funds w hich 
are now more than ever urgent­
ly  needed fo r  the committee to 
continue its w ork.

its crim ina l, indiscrim inate repres­
sion, respect, the lives o f po litica l 
prisoners and grant them a gen­
eral amnesty.

German Students 
Hold Protest Rally 
Against Viet War

FRAN KFU RT, West Germany 
( W orld O utlook) —  A n unexpect­
ed num ber of students —  some 
2,200 —  turned out fo r a confer­
ence on V ietnam organized by the 
Socialist Students of Germany at 
F ra n k fu rt U n ivers ity , M ay 22.

The conference was fo llowed by 
a march through F ra n k fu rt in  
w h ich  about 4,000 participated. A t 
a subsequent open-air meeting, 
the crowd was estimated at 6,000.

The conference, the march and 
the meeting were a ll m ilita n t in  
character, openly defending the 
social revo lu tion  in  V ietnam  and 
demanding the w ithd raw a l of 
Am erican troops.

The main slogan was, “ N ot a 
penny, not a man, fo r the w ar 
in  V ietnam .”

A  huge banner was carried by 
eleven people: “ No German par­
tic ipa tion  in  genocide”  and “ Am is 
[Yanks] out o f V ietnam .”

Groups of Iraqu i, Iran ian, Greek 
and other foreign students p a rti­
cipated in  the march, despite the 
fact tha t the secret po litica l po­
lice o f th e ir respective countries 
is keeping them under close sur­
veillance, in  collaboration w ith  
th e ir German counterparts.

H erbert Marcuse, a professor 
of German orig in, now teaching 
at an Am erican un ivers ity , was 
the m ain speaker at the confer­
ence. W ith  a w ealth o f facts and 
figures, he proved tha t to survive, 
Vietnam  has no choice bu t to  un­
dertake profound social changes, 
pa rticu la rly  a radical land reform . 
He pointed out tha t the forces 
figh ting  fo r such a rad ica l p ro­
gram of social revo lu tion  in  the 
underdeveloped countries w il l  w in  
in  the end. He rid icu led  the po­
sition tha t they should seek an 
alliance w ith  “ the ir”  national 
bourgeoisie.

Four panels took up the po litica l 
and ju r id ic a l problems o f the Viet- 

■nam war, the domestic causes of 
the Vietnamese revolution, aspects 
of fore ign po licy in  the V ietnam  
conflic t and “ V ietnam and the 
Federal Republic.”

There are incomparably more 
reform ers in  the w o rld  than rev­
olutionists, more accommodation- 
ists than irreconcilables. O n ly in  
exceptional h istoric periods, when 
the masses come in to  movement, 
do the revolutionists emerge from  
th e ir isolation, and the reformers 
become more lik e  fish  out of 
water. —  Leon Trotsky

NEW YO R K — Juan M a ri Bras, 
leader o f the Movement fo r  Puerto 
Rican Independence, and a la w ­
yer, was in  th is  c ity  recently to 
represent a group o f Puerto Rican 
workers in  a legal case. W hile  
here, he spoke w ith  me about the 
struggle in  Puerto Rico against the 
w ar in  Vietnam.

M ari Bras described the grow ing 
sentiment against the w ar among 
pro-independence youth. Recently, 
they held a seminar attended by 
over 100 delegates to learn more 
about the origins of the w a r and 
about V ietnam . The youth intend 
to use such in fo rm ation  in  the ir 
island-wide campaign to in fo rm  the 
people o f Puerto Rico about the 
true nature o f the war.

The seminar also discussed the 
d ra ft law  w h ich  obliges Puerto 
Rican youth to serve in  the arm y 
o f the colonial power w h ich  re­
fuses them independence. This fact 
is p a rticu la rly  galling, M a ri Bras 
said, since a ll other colonial powers 
have dropped the po licy o f send­
ing the people o f one colony to 
fig h t against the lib e rty  o f others.

He described the teach-ins and 
demonstrations students have or­
ganized at m ilita ry  bases and 
Selective Service offices through­
out the island. They have also or­
ganized street corner meetings in  
the slums and projects as w e ll as 
in ru ra l areas. The common slogan 
at these demonstration is: “ We 
won’t  f ig h t in  V ietnam  or in  Santo 
Domingo!”

One reason tha t feeling against 
the w a r is ris ing  on the. island, 
M ari Bras said, is the e ight to ten 
caskets tha t a rrive  w eekly w ith  
the corpses o f Puerto Rican youth 
k ille d  in  Vietnam.

Opposition to the w a r has been 
manifested by other groups, in ­
c luding the Anti-C olonia l Con­
gress, a moderate group in  favor 
of sovereignty fo r Puerto Rico. The 
executive committee o f the Con- 
federatioh of Independent Unions

Ohioans Picket 
State House on 
Vietnam Issue

B y Bob Schwarz
COLUMBUS, Ohio —  On Sat- 

turday, M ay 28, between 700 and 
800 Ohioans picketed the State 
House here to protest the w ar in  
Vietnam. Called by the Ohioans 
fo r a Reasonable Settlement, a 
committee o f clergymen and other 
ind iv iduals, the protest began w ith  
a ra lly  at the local YW CA. An 
overflow  crowd heard Senator 
Ernest Gruening and Socialist 
P arty  leader Norman Thomas 
speak against the war, and fo lk- 
singers B il l  Frederick and B ill 
Nelson sing topical protest songs.

A fte r the ra lly , demonstrators 
took p icket signs and marched sev­
era l blocks to the State House 
where they picketed fo r an hour 
before gathering on the State 
House steps to listen to Reverend 
C offin  speak against the war. This 
was by fa r  the largest demonstra­
tion  in  Ohio in  many years and 
had partic ipa tion  fro m  groups a ll 
over the state, attesting to the 
grow ing unpopu larity  of Johnson’s 
war.

In teresting ly  enough, the b u lk  
of the marchers were adults ra th ­
er than the usual student m a jo rity , 
most o f whom are leaving fo r 
summer vacation now.

Though the o ffic ia l slogan of 
'  the m arch called fo r negotiations, 

many people eagerly accepted 
signs demanding immediate w ith ­
draw al and self-determination, 
provided by the CEW V’s in  Cleve­
land and at Antioch College. L i t ­
erature from  many organizations 
was sold, including ' the Bring  the 
Troops Home Now Newsletter, 
w hich was very  w e ll received.

Protest Brutal Treatm ent

Hugo Blanco on Hunger Strike
( W orld O utlook) —  According 

to  the M ay 25 issue of Revolución 
Peruana  [Peruvian R evo lu tion ],

 Interview With  
 Juan Mari Bras 

B y Richard Garza

Juan M a ri Bras

has adopted a resolution c ritic iz ­
ing  U.S. in te rvention  in  Vietnam, 
M a ri Bras said.

A  po litica l group w ith in  the ru l­
ing  Popular Party, analogous to 
the Americans fo r Democratic Ac­
tion, has also opposed m ilita ry  
service by Puerto Ricans and 
strongly critic ized legislation 
passed in  support of W ashington’s 
policy.

M a ri Bras said the movement 
against the w ar faced increasing 
harassment by the In te rna l Secur­
i ty  Police and U.S. agencies like  
the F B I w hich are active on the 
island.

Recently, the case o f S ixto  A l- 
velo, a young w orke r who has 
been charged w ith  .vio lating the 
d ra ft law , has caused w ide con­
cern. When A lve lo  was called up 
fo r service in  the U.S. arm y in  
March, he presented a sworn state­
ment m aking clear th a t he was 
entering the arm y under protest. 
He fe lt tha t he had no “ m oral 
obligation to serve in  the arm y o f 
the U nited States.”  1

When the m ilita ry  authorities 
refused to accept his sworn state­
ment, A lve lo  refused to take the 
required oath. Weeks la te r he was 
indicted in  the D is tr ic t C ourt o f 
the U.S.

A  defense committee represent­
ing a broad spectrum o f po litica l 
opinion has been formed to  defend 
A lvelo, M a ri Bras to ld  me. The 
U.S. f irm  o f Rabinow itz and Bou­
din, M a ri Bras h im self and other 
lawyers are involved in  the de­
fense.

D r. P ir i Fernandez de Lew is is 
chairman o f the committee; G erar­
do Navas Davila, an engineer, is 
vice chairman; Eve Scott, secre­
ta ry; and D r. Rafael Cadiz is 
treasurer.

S O U TH  A F R IC A N  W A Y  O F L IF E . B lack prisoner in  South A frican  
ja i l  is forced to strip and hop around on one leg. K now n as the  
“ tausa dance,” this indignity is for the alleged purpose of seeking 
possible concealed weapons.

...P ersecution of Committee
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fo r  a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w i l l  be 
abridged. W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
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From Japan
Tokyo, Japan

I read the news o f the po litica l 
m urder in  a Japanese paper which 
said the offices of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  was attacked and 
some members were wounded, and 
one was k illed . Now The M ilita n t 
has arrived, con firm ing  tha t i t  was 
our comrades —1 young comrades 
w ith  so much of a future.

I  deeply m ourn the dead com­
rade and w ish to extend m y good 
wishes to the wounded.

I  solemnly jo in  the universal 
anger against Johnson, Rusk and 
McNamara, the most hated men 
on earth, who continue to corrupt 
the w hole w orld . Here in  Japan,
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1 0 Years Ago  
in  The M ilita n t
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MOSCOW TR IA LS  FRAME- 
UPS, K R E M LIN  LEAD ER  NOW 
A D M I T S  —  ‘Confessions’ E x­
to rted  B y  H o rrib le  Physical and 
M enta l Tortures —  The now-re­
vealed te x t of N ik ita  S. Khrush­
chev’s secret speech to the 20th 
Congress o f the Communist P arty  
o f the Soviet U nion exposes 
S ta lin ’s regime as the most b ru ta l 
in  a ll h istory and, at the same 
time, serves to underm ine the ru le  
o f Khrushchev and the other lead­
ers of the K re m lin  bureaucracy 
who succeeded Stalin.

W e ll over h a lf o f the six-hour 
speech deals w ith  the te rro r and 
frame-up system S ta lin  used to de­
stroy f irs t the Trotskyists and then 
a ll other opposition in  w ha t had 
once been the dem ocratically-run 
pa rty  o f Lenin.

To those, who fo r  the past 20 
years have defended the Moscow 
T ria ls  w ith  the argument, “ They 
confessed the ir gu ilt, d idn ’t  they?’’ 
Khrushchev at last and o ffic ia lly  
gave the true answer. “ Confes­
sions of gu ilt,”  he admitted, “ were 
gained w ith  the help of cruel and 
inhum an tortures.”

Thus the greatest frame-up tr ia ls  
in  a ll h is to ry stand repudiated as 
lies from  beginning to  end. K h ru ­
shchev’s speech vindicates com­
p le te ly  T ro tsky ’s denunciation of 
the Moscow Tria ls. Also ve rified  
is the “ Not G u ilty ”  ve rd ic t re ­
turned by the famous Commission 
of In q u iry  headed by philosopher 
John Dewey, w hich sat in  Mexico 
C ity  as a court to  hear evidence 
produced by T ro tsky d isproving 
the monstrous accusations in  Mos­
cow.

Khrushchev cited numerous 
specific cases o f purge v ic tim s 
repudiating th e ir confessions and 
w rit in g  to  S ta lin  describing how 
these confessions had been ex­
tracted from  them. A l l  to  no avail. 
They were shot.

In  1939 when the purge began 
to slacken somewhat, S ta lin  sent 
telegrams to a ll sections o f the 
Communist Party, down to low  
echelon u n it leaders, ju s tify in g  
and urg ing the use o f physical 
to rtu re  on those under arrest.

A lso cited is S ta lin ’s th rea t to 
the head of the secret police du r­
ing  the preparation of the “ Doc­
tors’ p lo t”  frame-up: “ I f  you do 
not obtain confessions from  the 
doctors, we w il l  shorten you by 
a head.”  Then, “ S ta lin  personally 
called the investigative judge, gave 
h im  instructions, advised h im  on 
w h ich  investigative m e t h o d s  
should be used; these methods 
were simple —  beat, beat, and 
once again, beat!”  —  June 11, 
1956.

too, anger is bo iling  up against 
them  and th e ir d ir ty , corrup t serv­
ants, Sato and others.

The desperate situation o f the 
Vietnamese people, now  led by the 
Buddhist monks, is causing deep 
irr ita tio n  among the Japanese 
people.

On M ay 30 an atomic submarine 
dared to  enter Yokasuka, despite 
the general indignation. Sato, the 
most hated servant of Johnson, 
ordered more than 5,000 task po­
lice  against the jo in t demonstra­
tion  o f Socialist and Communist 
workers.

About a hundred students — 
an ti-S ta lin is t revo lu tionary stu­
dents —  took the guards by sur­
prise th is m orning and forced 
th e ir way in to  the base fo r a dem­
onstration.

E.Y.

Madison Ave. W ar Effort-
New Y ork, N.Y.

Buried in  the back pages of the 
business section of the New Y ork  
Times on M ay 22, was a story 
w hich in  its  w ay te lls  as much 
about the o ffic ia l Am erican a t­
titude towards the w a r in  V ie t­
nam as a news report o f a Presi­
dentia l press conference.

I t ’s a tru ism  in  th is society tha t 
when you have a product to  sell, 
you go to  any lengths to sell i t  —  
even i f  you have to phony things 
up a b it. So i t  should come as no 
surprise that, given the assign­
ment to raise money fo r  the 
USO, a Madison Avenue ad­
vertis ing  agency recreated a 
phony V ietnam  beach landing. 
The Times a rtic le  provides a de­
ta iled behind-the-scenes account 
o f how  th is pa rticu la r B ig  L ie  was 
pu lled off.

To begin w ith , the site o f the 
staged battle  scene wasn’t  in  V ie t­
nam. I t  was a stretch of peaceful 
beach on our Caribbean protec­
torate, Puerto Rico. The “ invad­
ing ”  marines were in  re a lity  the 
F irs t Minnesota National Guard 
(on the island fo r  maneuvers any­
way, the artic le  ca re fu lly  states). 
A nd  the commanding o ffice r was 
a T V  d irector w ho “ was as de­
manding as a sergeant.”

A nother scene supposedly p ic ­
tures thei ba ttle -w eary troops' 
re lax ing  la te r at a USO club 
w ith  th e ir dates. As i f  th is  doesn’t 
stretch c re d ib ility  too th in , the 
g irls  are played by the daughters 
o f some officers at Naval Head­
quarters in  San Juan.

A  fin a l ersatz note: the TV 
“ pub lic  service announcements”  
weren’t  even shot in  a rea l life  
USO club. I t  was actually the of­
ficers’ mess w ith  signs changed.

In  fac t the only rea l th ing  about 
any of the USO advertis ing com­
ing  up in  the fa ll, the story de­
clares, is one o f the newspaper 
ads containing a photo from  V ie t­
nam. B u t since none o f the ads is 
iden tified  by location, how are we

to  te ll the genuine from  the 
phony article?

A ll  th is could be passed o ff as 
ju s t another example of s lick  M ad­
ison Avenue salesmanship, i f  not 
fo r  three considerations. F irst, th is 
“ inspired”  campaign w il l  soon be 
p u llin g  at our heart and purse 
strings from  a ll sides v ia  680 TV  
stations, 5,000 radio stations, 9,000 
newspapers and 95,000 subway 
cars and buses.

Second, the idea im p lied  in  
these “ commercials”  —  tha t to  w in  
the approval o f your lady fa ir  you 
must show your manhood by w in ­
n ing g lo ry on the ba ttle fie ld  —  
is a to ta l obscenity and a symptom 
of the degree o f bruta liza tion 
achieved and approved fo r  fa m ily  
consumption by th is society.

And, most im portant, was the 
iden tifica tion  o f where the action 
takes place purposely le ft out. be­
cause by the tim e the ads appear 
our armies may rea lly  be storm ­
ing  other beaches in  other parts 
o f the world?

Ron W olin

Answers Charge
San Diego, Calif.

I  am a member o f the San 
Diego chapter of the Students fo r 
a Democratic Society, and I  read 
something in  New L e ft Notes to ­
day th a t bothered me ve ry  much. 
A  sentence reads, “ A  small num ­
ber o f Young Socialist A lliance 
members belong to SDS, bu t most 
of Y SA ’s a c tiv ity  has been d irect­
ed at breaking up the NCC [N a­
tiona l Coordinating Committee to 
End the W ar in  V ie tnam ].”
11 am extrem ely angry tha t such 

a falsehood could be p rin ted  in  an

Project Head Start? —  H ubert 
Hum phrey, who is m aking do w ith  
cramped quarters u n til the gov­
ernm ent finishes bu ild ing  h im  a 
$750,000 house, says we must wage 
a w a r against slums.

I t  Figures —  Talk ing  about 
H ubert’s new dw elling, Senator 
Paul Fannin (R -A riz .) disclosed 
tha t the appropriation fo r  the 
house includes the bu ild ing  o f ad­
jacent free park ing  areas fo r the 
V ice President’s visitors. Mean­
w h ile , another adm inistration b il l  
provides au thority  to charge fo r 
park ing  around Veteran’s A dm in ­
is tra tion  hospitals.

Logical Fellow  —  Orlando 
Bosch, a Cuban counter-revolu­
tionary, who says he refused to 
take orders, from  the C IA , was ar­
rested on charges o f illega l pos­
session and transportation o f ex­
plosives, conspiring to export arms 
to Cuba, and extorting  money from  
w ea lthy Cuban refugees. He com-

unsigned, and therefore presuma­
b ly  ed ito ria l, a rtic le  in  the “ in ­
te rna l newspaper of Students fo r 
a Democratic Society.”  This state­
ment does not re flec t SDS policy, 

. and is no t in  any way an o ffic ia l 
position o f SDS.

I  w ould like  to say fo r myself 
that, although YSA needs no 
testimonials, the YSA and SWP 
people I  have worked w ith  in  the 
past fiv e  years have been fine  
people. I f  anything, they cooper­
ate a l it t le  too w e ll; certa in ly  they 
are not and have not been “ w reck­
ers.”  These men are fin e  radicals, 
and when they come to SDS meet­
ings here they make a great deal 
o f sense; when we w o rk  together 
they do a great deal of w o rk . I  
hope N ew  L e ft Notes w i l l  continue 
the trad ition  o f so lida rity  which 
The M ilita n t  exemplifies, and I  
hope this grievous lapse of bare 
c iv il ity  is its  last.

Jonathan M . Wagner

Offers Criticism
Flushing, N.Y.

The recent a rtic le  by H arry  
R ing on Castro and M arx ism  con­
tains several g la ring  errors o f fact, 
one of w h ich  I  should lik e  to com­
ment on. In  his article, M r. R ing 
states tha t S ta lin  never d id  ex­
p la in  in  theoretical terms the in ­
creasing oppressive character of 
the Soviet state du ring  the 30s, 
even a fte r he had consolidated his 
ru le  and en tire ly  liqu idated the

plained: “ I f  the C IA  breaks the 
laws, and i f  Kennedy broke the 
laws, w hy can’t  we do the same?”

Florida Humanists —  County 
Commissioners in  Pinellas, F lorida, 
voted to ban rodeos from  the 
county because they are an “ in ­
humane treatm ent of animals.”  
Meanwhile, county employes were 
advised they w ould have to aw ait 
the conclusion o f a “ comprehen­
sive study”  before they could get 
wage raises. The county w ater de­
partm ent pays $1.41 an hour.

Poor L ittle  Rich G ir l —  Last 
week, we reported the happy 
story o f the Ita lian -bo rn  Mrs. 
H enry Ford I I .  W hen she goes 
back to Europe, she said, her 
friends marvel at the lovely 
dresses she picks up on D e tro it 
bargain counters fo r only $200. 
Bu t Mrs. Ford ’s life , we now learn, 
isn’t  a ll tha t rosy. Speaking at a

Opposition.”  This assertion is en­
tire ly  false; as a m atte r o f fact, 
th is was one of the m a jo r pre­
occupations of S ta lin  du ring  th is  
period, pa rticu la rly  because he 
sought to  ju s tify  the Great Purge 
tr ia ls  in  terms o f M a rx is t-L e n in - 
is t theory.

In  b rie f, S ta lin  claimed that, as 
the Soviet U nion reached its  so­
c ia lis t stage o f development, class 
antagonisms were bound to in ten­
sify, because the old bourgeoisie 
and exp lo iting  classes sought to  
make a f in a l titan ic  e ffo rt to  ar­
rest the economic transform ation 
o f Soviet society. Thus i t  became 
necessary fo r the state, as the rep-, 
resentative of the w ork ing  masses, 
to act in  any manner necessary to  
crush th is  counter-revo lu tionary 
threat.

We may o f course disagree w ith  
th is thesis; I  m yself believe i t  to  
be absurd in  the lig h t of w hat we 
now know  about S ta lin  and h is 
methods of te rro r. Nevertheless, 
such explanations do exist, and 
i t  would, in  general, be advisable 
fo r  The M ilita n t  s ta ff to  read or 
reread many o f the w orks o f 
S ta lin  since you r fine, newspaper 
is dedicated to  critic ism  o f S ta lin  
and S ta lin ism  and a ll o f its  ram ­
ifications. On the other hand, 
perhaps a sh ift of orientation com­
ple te ly  away from  such “ polemics”  
w ould best serve the L e ft in  the 
U.S. at th is  time.

H.B.

charity  ba ll in  New York, she said: 
“ I t  is sometimes lonely in  D etro it. 
I  w a lk  the dogs and go to bed 
early,”

Perish the Thought! —  The New
Y ork Times explains w hy South­
erners (w h ite  Southerners, tha t is)' 
are apprehensive about the elec­
tion  o f Negro sheriffs. “ Sheriffs 
are the m ajor law  enforcement of­
ficers in  the South. Thus, any Ne­
gro elected to the office w ould 
have the power to question and 
arrest w h ite s . suspected of in frac­
tions of the law .”

God Slipping? —  The Gallup
P oll reports tha t on ly 97 percent 
o f the people now say they believe 
in  God, as against 99 percent in  
1952. The report estimates tha t the 
three percent represents about 
fo u r m illio n  atheists in  the coun­
try .
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Thought fo r the Week
“ Who the he ll ever said I  was nonviolent? I  spent eight years in  

the m ilita ry  and the rest o f m y life  in  Mississippi.”  —  James M eredith, 
expressing regret tha t he wasn’t  armed when he was shot at.

It Was Reported in the Press
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SNCC Stand 
Presented by 
John Lewis

[The following article by Robert 
T erre ll appeared in the June 3
New Y ork  Post.

A T LA N T A , June 3 — The re -·  
cently reorganized and more m il i ­
tan t Student N onviolent Coor­
d inating Committee revealed today 
tha t i t  has jus t created a new 
In ternationa l A ffa irs  Committee, 
w hich w il l  be seeking links  w ith  
A frican  student movements and 
w ith  “ grass-root liberation groups.”

John Lewis, head Of the new 
internationa l committee and fo r­
mer chairman and longtim e 
spokesman fo r SNCC, said:

“ We must place our struggle 
in  the w orld  arena. We must 
stop ta lk ing  about c iv il rights and 
start ta lk ing  about human rights.”

Lewis has ju s t returned from  
a European tr ip  where “ Friends 
of SNCC”  committees were set 
up in  London and Paris, as w e ll 
as in  Norway and Sweden.

SNCC has recru ited A frican  
students to w ork in  the South 
th is summer.

“ We’ve already got students 
from  Mozambique, Angola, Rho­
desia and South A frica  who are 
going to w ork on SNCC projects 
in  Alabama and Mississippi,”  Lew ­
is said.

“ There are many student groups 
and grass-root movements who 
are figh ting  fo r the same th ing 
that we are,”  Lew is said. “ We 
want to lin k  up w ith  them and 
share· techniques, tactics and 
ideas.

“ SNCC w il l  . accept support 
from  any group dedicated to a 
w orld free of racism and dedi­
cated to peace,”  _ Lew is went on. 
“ We are not concerned w ith  the ir 
po litica l a ffilia tio n .”

Lew is spoke .to student groups 
in Sweden, Denmark, Norway and 
Ita ly  when he was in  Europe in 
A p r il and early May.

Lewis stepped down recently 
in a reshuffle  of SNCC’s officers 
and policies. The effect of these 
changes, which included the elec­
tion of Stokely Carmichael as 
chairman, appears to make the 
already m ilita n t c iv il rights o r­
ganization even more so. C arm i­
chael has said, fo r example, that 
he w il l  no longer use w hite  o r­
ganizers to w ork  w ith  Negroes.

One of the rum ors tha t grew 
out o f the change was tha t Lew ­
is was being shunted aside as 
too moderate.

“ I was considered m ilitan t, ra ­
dical and extreme in January 
when I stated our po licy on V ie t­
nam,”  Lew is said. “ Now people 
are try in g  to make me look like  
a good boy in  order to d iv ide Ne­
groes and isolate SNCC. Anyway,
I don’t  believe SNCC’s new em­
phasis on black consciousness and 
black power is an ti-w h ite .

“ There isn’t  any sp lit w ith in  our 
organization. We had an election 
and new people were elected. 
That’s a ll.”

( World. O utlook) —  On M ay 21, 
a Cuban sentry, Lu is Ramirez 
López, who was standing guard 
outside the Guantanamo enclave 
held by U.S. troops, was k illed  by 
r i f le  fire  emanating from  the base, 
w hich lasted sporadically fo r about 
tw o hours.

On the fo llow ing  day, Guanta­
namo o ffic ia ls answered the Cuban 
protest over the m urder by f la t ly  
denying tha t any Cuban sentry 
had been k ille d  by r if le  f ire  from  
the base. They stated that there 
had not been any r if le  fire  w ha t­
soever.

A  few hours later, the Pentagon 
announced tha t an “ incident”  had 
been reported w hich i t  was in ­
vestigating. On completion of the 
“ investigation,”  the Pentagon said 
tha t the Cuban sentry had in truded 
in to  th e . base, fled  when noticed 
and was shot w h ile  c lim b ing  over 
the fence to get away.

This is  the version tha t has been 
w ide ly  publicized by the capita list 
press in  the United States. In  Eu­
rope, the Pentagon version has 
beep questioned. Thus the May 
29-30 issue o f the Paris da ily  Le 
Monde declared:

“ According to Western jo u rn a l­
ists who visited the Cuban posts 
near Guantanamo F riday [M ay 
27], i t  appears d iff ic u lt to  accept 
the American version of the in ­
cidents. In  fact, the base is sur­
rounded by three enclosures of 
barbed w ire, and 40 meters be­
yond that, another high fence. Be­
yond th is fence a mine fie ld  marks 
the perim eter of the base. Accord­
ing to the version confirm ed by 
M r. Dean Rusk F riday evening, a 
wounded Cuban soldier was pre­
sumably capable of getting through 
a ll these obstacles. The Cuban 
comandante showed the jou rna l­
ists photographs of the body of 
Ramirez, the Cuban soldier k illed  
last week, showing that the b u l­
le t cu t through the aorta, causing 
instant death.”

Other Pentagon Claims
Besides in ju ry , the Pentagon 

added provocative insult, c la im ­
ing tha t there had been eleven 
Cuban intrusions in to  Guantanamo 
since last March, three of them 
resulting in  exchanges of gunfire. 
The latest intrusion, according to 
th is same source, occurred M ay 23, 
fo llow ing  the k ill in g  of Ramirez.

In  a M ay 27 statement, the 
Pentagon claimed, as reported by 
the New York Times, “ that six 
Cubans had climbed in to  the base, 
flee ing only a fte r an exchange of 
fire  w ith  American guards.”

The most serious th ing  about the 
c la im  was w hat i t  revealed about 
the state of the U.S. m ine fie ld. 
S ix  Cubans crossed it,  to  believe 
the Pentagon, going perhaps cau­
tiously but re tu rn ing  on the run 
w ithou t a single m ine exploding. 
The capacity o f the Cubans to skim 
over barbed w ire  fences should

F idel Castro

/

Cuba has continua lly and system­
atica lly  denounced.

W hat, then, is concealed behind 
this deceitfu l and serious accusa­
tion by the Pentagon? W hat pu r­
pose are they pursuing; perhaps, 
after having fa llen in to the most 
rid iculous of situations because of 
the ir fantastic version of the death 
of the Cuban soldier, the fa ls ity  
o f w hich was confirm ed by jour- ' 
nalists from  16 countries at the 
very scene of the incident, they 
now try  to escape from  the ir em­
barrassing situation by te lling  us 
and w orld  public opinion more 
lies. I f  tha t is the ir aim, they w il l  
only make themselves more lu ­
dicrous.

Or perhaps, behind this un­
believable and deceitful in fo rm a­
tion, they are seeking to create 
the necessary psychological condi­
tions to unleash aggression against 
our country. Let.no one forget that 
the Yankee imperialists, exactly 
like  the ir predecessors, the Nazis 
and fascists, have always pre­
ceded the ir aggressions against 
other peoples by im putations sim­
ila r to these, lacking an atom of 
tru th . In  that case those S.O.B.’s 
may be certain that they w ill not 
take us by surprise.

We have said more than once 
we do not want, a w a r w hich could 
cost our homeland ànd our people 
countless sacrifices in human lives

and m ateria l goods, the in te rrup ­
tion  as w ell as the destruction of 
a great part of our revolutionary 
achievements; but we are not 
ostriches who th in k  that im peria l­
ist aggression can be prevented 
w ith  sentimental exhortations to 
reason and righ t and peace.

The evocation of such ghosts did 
not stop H it le r and the Nazis. 
These new Nazis w ill not be im ­
pressed by these arguments either.

I f  the im perialists decide to car­
ry  out an open w ar against our 
country, we w il l  not be able to 
avoid it. B u t once i t  is begun, we 
w il l  not stop u n til the Yankee im ­
perialists have been annihilated in 
every country where they per­
petrate the ir acts of aggression and 
genocide.

O r does the Pentagon want to 
in tim idate and blackm ail our peo­
ple? In  our opinion, the Pentagon 
chiefs are a gang of soulless re­
actionaries, unbrid led bandits, un­
scrupulous crim inals, and in addi­
tion, cowards. Far from  in tim i­
dating anyone w ith  the ir b lack­
m ail, threats, aggressions and 
crimes, they inspire more scorn 
and less respect than rats.

I f  they dare attack us, we shall 
fig h t them w ithou t truce or mercy 
to the last bulle t, to the last man, 
w hile  there remains in  the w orld 
a single people figh ting  against 
them w ith  weapons in  hand.

statement issued by Tass on May 
29, the Soviet Union said:

“ The Soviet ru lin g  circles fo llow  
developments in  tha t area closely 
and consider i t  necessary to issue 
a rem inder of ea rlie r pledges of 
support fo r heroic Cuba, w hich is 
figh ting  fo r its freedom and in ­
dependence.

“ Those who harbor aggressive 
designs ^gainst the Republic of 
Cuba should not forget tha t Cuba 
has true and re liab le friends.”

The State Departm ent professed 
puzzlement over Havana’s sharp 
reaction. According to a Wash­
ington dispatch in  the M ay 29 
New Y ork  Times, “ o ffic ia ls here 
said they d id not rea lly  under­
stand w hat lay  behind the Cuban 
agitation.”

They understand w e ll enough. 
Ever since Johnson began escalat­
ing the w a r in Vietnam, Castro has 
openly stated that the best way to 
meet Am erican aggression is as 
qu ick ly  and as energetically as 
possible, so as to serve clear 
w arn ing and to b lock the m ilita ry  
assault before i t  gets started and 
gains momentum.

NEW YO RK —  Cuban counter­
revo lu tionary supporters o f ex­
d icta tor Batista have issued a call 
fo r a new attack on Cuba. The call 
was made at a meeting at M an­
hattan Centeri June 5, reportedly 
attended by more than 2,000 
Cubans.

The meeting was organized by 
a gang of organized veterans of 
the ill- fa te d  Bay of Pigs invasion, 
ca lling themselves a “ Central L ib ­
eration F ron t.”  None of the so- 
called “ le ft-w in g ”  counterrevolu­
tionary gangs were inv ited  to par­
ticipate. The biggest ovations went 
to Batista and Rolando Masferrer, 
one of his henchmen, who was on 
the p latform .

A  spokesman said they look fo r­
w ard to “ a concerted plan of at­
tacks”  to be followed by a mass 
invasion.

On M ay 20, Cuban armed forces 
sank a launch try in g  to land in ­
filtra to rs  west of Havana. Two of 
the in filtra to rs  were k ille d  and 
two wounded and captured.

H A N D S  O FF CUBA! Demonstrators at United Nations, June 2, 
protest U.S. provocations at Guantanamo naval base and demand 
end to aggression against Cuba. The picket line was organized 
by the Movement for Puerto Rican Independence and supported 
by other Latin  Americans.

also be of serious concern to the 
Pentagon. The United States has 
only tw o men capable of tha t —  
Batman and Superman.

The Cuban response to this 
provocation showed tha t they are 
as a lert as ever. I f  the Pentagon 
and State Departm ent were testing 
the ir reflexes, they got the an­
swer they deserved.

Castro denounced the Washing­
ton warmongers in  two statements 
May 27, charging tha t the State 
Departm ent version of the Guan­
tanamo incidents was a lie. The 
Pentagon and State Department, 
said the Cuban prim e m inister,

were attem pting to “ create the 
psychological conditions to un­
leash armed aggression against 
Cuba.”  He ordered a nationwide 
state of alert.

On May 28, President Dorticôs 
called in a ll the ambassadors of 
the Soviet bloc countries to bring 
them up to date on the situation. 
He declared tha t “ i f  the United 
States attacks, we w il l  accept vo l­
unteers from  all countries to help 
us.”

As the Cubans mobilized from  
one end of the island to the other, 
the Soviet government warned the 
United States to retreat. In  a

John Lewis

[The fo llow ing statement by 
Cuban Prime M in is te r F idel Cas­
tro  was released on May 27.]

The statement issued by the Pen­
tagon concerning an alleged incu r­
sion last Monday by Cuban sol­
diers in to the perimeter of the 
[Guantanamo] base, which pro­
voked a shooting, is as slanderous 
and false as is its version of the 
m urder o f a Cuban soldier on May 
21. I t  does not contain the least 
element of tru th . No one could 
believe tha t a ra id  by six Cuban 
soldiers w ith in  the perim eter of 
the base could have any sense or 
be logical or have any k ind of 
objective. Our nerves are calm, 
and we do not practice such provo­
cations.

The Pentagon has invented this 
incident precisely on the day fo l­
low ing a v is it to the base by a 
large group of representatives of 
the w orld  press who were able to 
ascertain the tru th  of what hap­
pened in the case of the Cuban 
soldier murdered by the U.S. Ma­
rines. We can a ff irm  categorically 
that no such incident, nor any 
s im ila r incident, o f th is or any 
other k ind, has ever been caused, 
e ither before or now, by the Cuban 
soldiers who guard tha t te rrito ry . 
The U.S. Marines, on the other 
hand, certa in ly  have carried out 
thousands o f provocations of every 
k ind, w hich the Government of

Cuba's Reply to Pentagon

Newsmen on Scene Refute U.S. Version
Of Shooting of a Cuban at  Guantanamo
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