
Army Will Try Three Antiwar GIs;
SWP Nominee Urges Their Support

By Judy W hite
J U L Y  20 —  T he  U.S. a rm y 

has m oved to  c o u r t-m a r t ia l 
th re e  a n tiw a r G Is be fo re  th e y  
cou ld  com p le te  lega l proceed­
ings in  the  c iv il ia n  courts  w h ich  
w o u ld  seek to  p re ve n t th e  a rm y 
fro m  sending them  to  V ie tnam . 
T h is  new  deve lopm en t in  the  
case m akes i t  d o u b ly  u rg e n t fo r  
th e  a n tiw a r m ovem ent na ­
tio n a lly  to  come to  th e ir  sup­
p o rt.

The  th re e  G Is, P fc. James 
Johnson, P v t. D enn is M o ra  and 
P v t. D a v id  Samas, are be ing  
he ld  a t F o r t D ix , N . J., a w a it­
in g  a p re lim in a ry  in ve s tig a tive  
h e a rin g  on J u ly  22 w h ic h  w i l l  
decide w h a t k in d  o f c o u r t-m a r­
t ia l  th e y  w i l l  face.

The so ld ie rs had announced, 
a t a N ew  Y o rk  press conference 
on June 30, th e ir  p lans to  seek 
an in ju n c tio n  p re ve n tin g  the 
a rm y  fro m  send ing  them  to 
V ie tnam .

The F if th  A venue  V ie tn a m  
Peace Parade C om m ittee , w h ic h  
o rgan ized the  tw o  m assive a n t i­
w a r dem onstra tions O ct. 16 and 
M arch  26 in  N ew  Y o rk , p lanned 
a ra l ly  fo r  the  so ld ie rs on J u ly  
7 in  C o m m u n ity  C hurch . B u t as 
the  so ld ie rs  w e re  on th e ir  w ay  
to the ra l ly ,  m i l i ta r y  po lice 
seized them  and rushed them  to 
F o rt D ix , w he re  th e y  w ere  he ld  
fo r  “ in ve s tig a tio n .”  r

Crowd Backs Soldiers
I t  was obvious to  the  800 

people ga thered at the  ra l ly  th a t 
the  a rm y  was a fra id  to  a llo w  
the  so ld iers to p resent th e ir  case 
to  the  pub lic . B u t the  a rres t o n ly  
so lida rized  the  c row d  even m ore 
w ith  the  sold iers, and $1,300 
was ra ised on th e  spot fo r  the 
F t. Hood T hree  Defense C om ­
m ittee , w h ich  is ra is in g  funds 
fo r  th e  lega l costs o f the  so l­
d ie rs ’ case. A f te r  l is te n in g  to  re ­
la tive s  and fr ie n d s  o f the  so l­
d ie rs read the  speeches they 
w ere  p reven ted  fro m  g iv in g , the 
ra l ly  decided to  m arch  to  T im es 
Square in  p ro tes t o f th e ir  a r­
rest. Even though  the  h o u r was

S O L D IE R  reads leaflet on an ti­
w ar GIs at F t. D ix .

Judy W hite
C andidate  fo r  G ove rno r o f N ew  Y o rk

la te, 500 people dem onstra ted  
u n t i l  11:30, dem and ing  th a t the 
so ld iers be freed.

On S a tu rday, J u ly  9, several 
hund red  people boarded buses 
in  N ew  Y o rk  and w e n t to  F o rt 
D ix  to  d is tr ib u te  a le a fle t on 
the  facts o f the  case to  th e  so l­
d iers. T w o  hours be fo re  the  
dem onstra to rs  a rr ive d , the  a rm y 
w e n t th ro u g h  the  to w n  w ith  
sound tru c k s  to  he rd  th e  sol­
d ie rs back onto the base. N e ve r­
theless, m any so ld ie rs received 
the le a fle t, and m any  w ere  
taken  in to  th e  base. The fo l lo w ­
in g  day, le a fle te rs  w e n t to  the  
P o rt A u th o r ity  bus te rm in a l in  
N ew  Y o rk  w he re  m any G Is en­
te r and leave th e  c ity . The gen­
e ra l response fro m  the  so ld iers 
was fr ie n d ly , and the  facts o f 
the  case are b e g inn ing  to  be 
kn o w n  am ong th e  G Is in  th e  
area.

Leafleting Fort D ix
A n tiw a r  a c tiv is ts  in  P h ila d e l­

ph ia  and N ew  Jersey in te n d  to 
keep up le a fle tin g  a c tiv itie s  at 
F o rt D ix , and in  N ew  Y o rk  
the re  w i l l  be m ore  le a fle tin g  in 
places w here  G Is congregate.

B e fo re  th e y  w ere  arrested, 
the sold iers, w h o  w ere  on leave 
a w a itin g  f in a l o rders to  board 
sh ip  fo r  V ie tnam , w ere  fo llo w e d  
and harassed by  fed e ra l agents. 
T he re  was an a tte m p t to  b rib e  
one o f them . In  response to  th is  
harassm ent, the  o ffice rs  o f the 
Parade C om m ittee  p ro tested  to 
the  Justice  and Defense D e p a rt­
m ents:

“ W e are re lia b ly  in fo rm e d  
th a t on J u ly  4, ah o ff ic e r  o f the  
M odesto, C a lif., po lice  force 
v is ite d  th e  parents o f P v t. 
Samas. The o ff ic e r  said he had 
been contacted  by  ‘h ig h e r au ­
th o r it ie s ’ and th a t i f  P v t. Samas

w o u ld  rescind his action  and his 
s ta tem ent aga inst the  w a r, and 
in  e ffe c t abandon his fe llow s, 
he w o u ld  n o t be prosecuted and 
w o u ld  rece ive an a rm y  d is ­
charge. The o ff ic e r  o b v ious ly  
acted unde r in s tru c tio n s  of 
fe d e ra l agents in  proposing  such 
a b ribe .

“ . . . The peace m ovem ent w i l l  
con tinue  to  a id  in  every  pos­
s ib le  la w fu l w ay, anyone, c iv i l ­
ian, so ld ie r, sa ilo r o r M a rine , 
w ho  opposes th is  ille g a l and 
im m o ra l w a r. The young  men 
in  the  arm ed services are en­
t it le d  to  kn o w  th e  tr u th  about 
the  w a r and to engage in  d is ­
cussions about it .  C itizens are 
like w ise  e n tit le d  to co m m u n i­
cate the tru th  abou t th e  w a r to 
servicem en, and the  peace 
m ovem ent is de te rm ined  to 
exercise th a t r ig h t.”

(Continued on Page 4)

By D ick Roberts
NEW YORK, Ju ly  20 —  The 

New Y o rk  Socialist W orkers Par­
ty  announced today tha t i t  w ould 
run a fu l l  slate of candidates in  
the New Y ork  gubernatoria l elec­
tions th is fa ll. The ticke t w il l  be 
headed by Judy W hite, a leading 
activ ist in the national an tiw ar 
movement. Miss White, 28, has 
been co-chairman of the Cam- 
bridge-Boston Committee to End 
the W ar in V ietnam and she co­
edits the nationa lly-c ircu la ted 
B ring  the Troops Home Now  
Newsletter. She has recently 
moved to New Y ork  C ity.

“ The central purpose of our 
campaign,”  Miss W hite stated in 
a press release issued today, “ is 
to b ring  the tru th  about the V ie t­
nam w a r to the people — p a rti­
cu la rly  the troops themselves — 
and to fu rth e r the an tiw ar move­
ment. The Democratic and Repub­
lican Parties, New Y ork  and na­
tiona lly , are p ro -w ar down the 
line. I t  is essential fo r those who 
are against the w ar to break w ith  
the ru lin g  parties.

Youth Drafted
“ Tens of thousands of young 

men, 18, 19 and 20, are recruited 
in th is country every month to 
be th row n in to  the battlefie lds of 
Vietnam. We’re against th is war, 
we’re against conscription fo r th is 
war, and we’re fo r b ring ing  our 
men home now.

“ The case of the three G I’s who 
face court-m artia l fo r the ir refus­
al to go to V ietnam is the most 
im portan t one in the country,”  
Miss W hite continued. “ We sup­
port them; we urge other troops 
to support them; and we w il l  do 
our best to get the facts about 
th is case in to  the hands of the 
soldiers.”

The Socialist W orkers Party  
campaign announcement also

Build The International Protest 
August 6-9!

These instructions have been released for the N ew  York  
ra lly , A ug. 6: Feeder marches, which w ill converge on Times 
Square at 12:30 p.m., originate from  the fo llow ing locations: 
Upper West Side, 72nd and Riverside, 10:30; Greenwich V i l ­
lage, Sheridan Square, 10:30; “U pper” Low er East Side, 
Tompkins Square, 10:30; “Low er” Low er East Side, Educational 
Alliance, East Broadway and Jefferson, 10:30; St. Clemens 
Church, 423 West 46th, 12:00; Trade Unionists and Religious 
Groups, United Nations, 11:30.

O ther marches are planned from  Queens, Brooklyn, Long 
Island, Westchester and Harlem .

Chicago has announced a mass ra lly  to be held Aug. 6 at 
2:30 p.m. at the Federal B uild ing Plaza, at Jackson and D ear­
born.

Find out about the march in your area!
For fu rther inform ation w rite  the F ifth  Ave. V ietnam  

Peace Parade Com mittee, Room 922, 5 Beekman St., New  
Y ork, N . Y . 10038. Contributions are urgently needed.
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N.Y. State Candidates 
Selected By Socialists

Paul Boutelle

stressed the importance of inde­
pendent po litica l action fo r black 
freedom. “ We support such move­
ments as the Lowndes County 
Freedom Organization, (B lack 
Panther p a rty ),”  Miss W hite  ex­
plained, “ w hich seek to replace 
w hite racist ru le  w ith  black po­
lit ica l power. That program —  
and tha t’s w hat ‘black power’ 
means —  is the answer fo r b lack 
ghettos of the N orth as w e ll as 
the D ix iecra t counties in  the 
South.”

Judy W hite was bom  in  Boston 
in 1936. She received her B.A. de­
gree from  Brandeis U n ive rs ity  in  
1960. In  that year she visited Cuba 
and became convinced of the ne­
cessity of a socialist transform a­
tion of society. A fte r re tu rn ing  to 
this country, she joined the Young 
Socialist A lliance  in  1961 and the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  in  1963.

Miss W hite is a founding mem­
ber of the Greater Boston Coor­
d inating Committee, formed d u r­
ing the firs t In te rnationa l Days of 
Protest against the V ietnam  w ar 
in October, 1965, and w hich or­
ganized the second Boston In te r­
national Days of Protest in  March 
of th is year. She has w ritte n  fre ­
quently on the V ietnam  w ar in  
the Newsletter. She has worked 

(Continued on Page 2)
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...State Candidates

CHICAGO —  The massive c iv il 
r igh ts  ra lly  held here Ju ly  10, be­
fo re  the ghetto outbreak, to k ick  
o ff a campaign fo r  an “ open c ity ,”  
showed signs tha t the slogan of 
“ b lack power”  is beginning to be 
taken up by N orthern ghetto m ili­
tants as w e ll as the Southern 
movement.

The ra lly  in  Soldiers F ie ld  was 
organized jo in t ly  by the Southern 
C hristian Leadership Conference, 
headed by the Rev. M a rtin  Lu ther 
K ing , and the C o-ordinating Coun­
c il o f Com m unity Organizations, 
convened by A1 Raby. Estimates 
o f the num ber attending the ra lly  
varied between 35,000 and 65,000. 
Tremendous p u b lic ity  and organi­
zational efforts were made to 
m obilize the huge audience

The SCLC and CCCO have been 
w o rk ing  together in  Chicago since 
last fa ll in  an e ffo rt to  bu ild  a 
movement in  a N orthern ghetto. 
According to Sol Ice, a fu ll- t im e  
w o rke r fo r  the CCCO, the SCLC 
has a sta ff o f about 40 fu ll- tim e  
paid w orkers in  Chicago, and the 
CCCO has five  paid fie ld  organ­
izers.

They have apparently made 
ve ry  l it t le  headway in  an e ffo rt 
to  organize around the h igh ly  
abstract slogan o f “ End Slums.”  
They cla im  to  have gotten 150 
jobs fo r Negroes through boy­
cotts o f m ilk  companies they or­
ganized. Few of th e ir other p ro j­
ects have yielded even such small 
“ tangible”  results. \

The Ju ly  10 ra lly  m arks the end 
o f the “ f irs t phase”  of K in g ’s 
e fforts  to b u ild  a base in  Chicago. 
A  campaign of mass d irect action, 
modeled a fte r SCLC’s e ffo rts  in 
the South, is to fo llow . A n  attack 
on housing d iscrim ination is to be 
the focus of the campaign.

The huge crowd turned out at 
Soldiers F ie ld to demonstrate the ir 
conviction tha t changes were need­
ed in  Chicago and to hear the 
program  K in g  had to o ffe r fo r 
b ring ing  them  about.

The audience sat through a long 
and very hot afternoon in  the sun, 
and listened to D ick Gregory, 
F loyd McKissick, James Meredith, 
A1 Raby and others —  and fin a l­
ly , to K in g  himself.

Most of the speeches showed 
the effects o f ris ing nationa list 
consciousness in  the ghettos. In  
contrast w ith  earlie r c iv il rights 
ra llies, the speakers turned re­
peatedly to the theme of being 
pro-b lack —  to  the importance of 
feeling pride  and self-esteem in  
being black —  themes character-
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THE NEW C H IN A  AS I SAW IT. 
Speaker, William C. White. Fri., July 
29, 8:30 p.m. 673 Broadway, at 18th 
St., Contrib. $1, students 50c. Ausp. 
Militant Labor Forum.

*  *  *

THE VIETNAM I SAW; THE VIET- 
NAMESE I SPOKE WITH. Speaker, Wil- 
liam Wingell, free-lance correspondent, 
exec. comm, member CNVA, who was 
in Saigon and Hu6 during the Buddhist 
demonstrations last Spring. Fri., Aug. 
S, 8:30 p.m. 873 Broadway, at 18th St., 
Contrib. $1, students 50c. Ausp. Mili­
tant Labor Forum. SoaucdiAM 
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(Continued from  Page 1) 
as a high school teacher and col­
lege instructor.

The other candidates announced 
were R ichard Garza fo r  lieutenant 
governor; Paul Boutelle fo r a tto r­
ney general; Ralph L e v itt fo r 
com ptro ller; and Hedda Garza, fo r 
congresswoman from  the 17th As­
sembly D istric t.

L e v itt, who is also 28, is one 
o f the three students w ho were 
indicted at Indiana U n ive rs ity  in  
1963 fo r “ assembling”  to advocate 
“ v io len t overth row ”  o f Indiana 
and the U nited States government. 
The w itchhunt received nation­
w ide pub lic ity . The case is sup­
ported by leading academic f ig ­
ures a ll over the country, and is 
s til l in  the courts. A t  the 'tim e  
o f the indictm ent, L e v itt was 
w ork ing  on his doctorate degree 
in  the Russian Ins titu te  of Ind ia ­
na U n ivers ity  under an honorary 
grant.

Born in  Indianapolis, L e v itt re­
ceived his B.A. from  the U n iver­
s ity  of Wisconsin and his M .A. 
from  Indiana U n ivers ity  in  1962. 
Since 1964, L e v itt has been liv in g  
in  New York. He is presently a 
member o f the Washington 
Heights Committee to End the W ar 
in  Vietnam.

Paul Boutelle is a 32-year-old

H edda Garza

C LEVELAND, Ju ly  17 —  Dis­
orderly  assembly charges were dis­
missed last week against a ll 29 
defendants arrested in  a m idn igh t 
ra id  by police and state liquo r 
agents at Eugene V. Debs H a ll 
here last November. Another de­
fendant was found not g u ilty  of 
the charge tha t he was keeper of 
an establishment fo r illega l sale 
o f liquor.

On separate charges, tw o de­
fendants were found g u ilty  of m i­
nor liquo r law  vio lations by 
M un ic ipa l Judge Theodore M. 
W illiam s and each fined the m in i­
mum of $100 and court costs of $9.

Debs H a ll B u ffe t
Herman K irsch, Chairm an of 

the Socialist W orkers P arty  of 
Ohio, testified tha t his organiza­
tion  m aintains Debs H a ll, where 
a benefit bu ffe t fo r  The M ilita n t 
was held last Nov. 13. He was 
also fined the m in im um  of $100 
and court costs o f $9.50 as keeper 
o f the h a ll where “ a liquo r law  
v io la tion  occurred the n igh t of 
Nov. 13.”

In  dismissing the d isorderly as­
sembly charges, Judge W illiam s 
ru led in  favor o f the contention 
o f defense counsel tha t the police 
a ffidav its  were defective.

The cases of fo u r defendants 
charged w ith  assault as a result 
o f the police ra id  remain to be 
heard Aug. 9.

“ The court hearings last week, 
economic and other pressures on 
the defendants in  the past eight 
months, and the police-inspired 
sensational treatm ent o f the ra id

R a lph  L e v it t

ta x i d rive r who was born in  H ar­
lem. He was the SWP’s candidate 
fo r Manhattan Borough president 
in  the 1965 m ayora lty campaign 
and before tha t a founding mem­
ber of the H arlem  Freedom Now 
Party. Boutelle also helped or­
ganize the A fro -A m erican  Com­
mittee Against the W ar in  V ie t­
nam, of w hich he is presently the 
chairman.

“ Everybody knows,”  Boutelle 
to ld  th is correspondent, “ tha t over 
tw ice as many Negroes are drafted 
proportiona l to whites and over 
tw ice as many are k illed . We are 
clubbed here and murdered there, 
bu t I  have yet to 'h e a r one good 
reason w hy a b lack man should 
fig h t in  Johnson’s w ar.”

The man and w ife  team who 
f i l l  out the SWP slate have both 
been active in  previous New Y ork  
campaigns. Hedda Garza, who is 
the 36-year-old mother of fou r 
children, is a fu ll-tim e  ed itoria l 
w orker. In  1965, she ran fo r the 
office of com ptroller.

D ick Garza was the SWP can­
didate fo r governor in  1962. That 
was during  the period of the Cu­
ban missile crisis, and Garza 
made “ Hands O ff Cuba”  the num ­
ber one p la tfo rm  of his program. 
Both of the Garzas are members 
of the West Side Committee to 
B ring  the Troops Home, of which 
D ick  Garza is the treasurer.

and its afterm ath in  the local 
press con firm  m y orig ina l state­
m ent tha t the ra id  on Debs H a ll 
was a new low  in  crude po litica l 
harassment,”  M r. K irsch  said.

“ They used an unnamed in fo r­
m ant’s t ip  tha t a technical v io la ­
tion o f the liquo r law  m ight oc­
cur as an excuse fo r  setting up 
a ra id, breaking up a private  par­
ty , creating disorder, then charg­
ing  the guests w ith  the situation 
they created, assaulting fo u r of 
the guests and charging the ir v ic ­
tim s w ith  assault.

“ In  support o f the ir most brazen 
charges, the arresting officers had 
only the self-serving testim ony of 
members of the ra id ing  party .”
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Disorderly-Assembly Charge 
Rejected in Cleveland Case

Garza Defends 
Cuban Policies 
In N. Y. Debate

Richard Garza, Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  candidate fo r L t. gov­
ernor o f New York, defended the 
Cuban revo lu tion in  a debate w ith  
Jose Salazar on “ Cuba, M y th  and 
Realities,”  a t T r in ity  College in  
Connecticut on Ju ly  11. Salazar 
claimed to have attended college 
w ith  F ide l Castro and to have held 
a position in  the R evolutionary 
Government u n til Oct., 1960.

Salazar tr ied  to prove the Cuban 
revo lu tion was unnecessary be­
cause Cuba, he claimed, was not 
an underdeveloped country. He 
also said the revolution had been 
betrayed.

Defended SDS
Garza quoted cap ita lis t sources 

w hich detailed the educational 
achievements o f the revo lu tion and 
the improved status of the pea­
sants, workers and youth. He also 
defended the Students fo r a Dem­
ocratic Society, which came under 
a ttack from  Salazar during  the 
discussion because of SDS’s non- 
exclusionist policy.

The discussion lasted u n til 
11:30. Among the questions raised 
by the student audience were the 
whereabouts of_ Che Guevara. 
They also expressed interest in  
Garza’s discussion of the T ricon­
tinenta l Congress, and the k ill in g  
of a Cuban soldier near the U.S. 
naval base in Guantanamo, about 
w hich they had heard little .

Rising Negro Militancy 
Seen in Chicago Rally

By Herm an Porter

NEW  YO R K —  W illia m  W in- 
gell, free-lance correspondent and 
photographer who was in  Saigon 
and Hu6 du ring  the Buddhist 
demonstrations last spring, w i l l  
speak at the M ilita n t Labor Forum  
here F riday evening, Aug. 5, at 
8:30, on “ The V ietnam  I  Saw; 
The Vietnamese I  Spoke W ith ,”  
The fo rum  is at 873 Broadway.

As an executive committee 
member of the Committee fo r 
N onvio lent A ction  (C N V A ) and as 
the reporter fo r the Rev. A . J. 
Muste’s group o f pacifists during 
the ir stay in  V ietnam , M r. W in- 
gell was able to attend the secret 
sessions tha t these pacifists had 
w ith  the V ietnam  peace move­
ment.

M r. W inge ll stayed on in  V ie t­
nam a fte r Muste’s group was ex­
pelled and had long conversations 
w ith  leaders in  the Vietnamese 
peace movement, students in  the 
Struggle Movement and D r. B u i 
Huan, president o f Hu6 U n ivers ity , 
and other leading Buddhists. He 
was the f irs t  Western reporter 
w ith  whom these Vietnamese were 
able to speak frank ly .

CNVA Member To Talk 
On Vietnam Trip in N.Y.

W ritin g  from  Saigon, Ju ly  13, 
New Y ork Times correspondent 
Eric Pace reported the fo llow ing 
in fo rm ation  about how  the U. S, 
warns Vietnamese villages before 
bombing them: “ One w ide ly
broadcast message,”  Pace writes, 
“ fo llow s a b it of Buddhist funera l 
music w ith  a woman’s voice say­
ing:

“  ‘Each day tha t passes brings you 
closer to  death. A ll  men must die 
sometime, bu t i f  you stay w ith  
the Vietcong, you w il l  die soon 
by bombs or bullets. I t  is much 
better to  spend the rest o f your 
l ife  among your fa m ily  and 
friends. Come home. Make your 
plans to leave the Vietcong now. 
Come home before you die. Come 
home.’

“ O ther broadcasts,”  Pace con­
tinues, “ fo llow  a 30-page ‘Open 
A rm s’ Inducement Program  man­
ual prepared in  A p r i l  by  the 
U nited States mission here . . . 
The m anual recommenids tha t the 
message to potentia l \ defectors 
contain ‘fear output,’ explo iting, 
fo r example, ‘specific fea r of the 
B-52 bomber, p a rticu la rly  the sur­
prise elements in  B-52 raids, the 
sheer destructiveness o f the bombs 
and the inadequacy of shelters 
once considered safe.’ ”

Watts and Harlem
By Robert Vernon 
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is tic  of M alcolm  X  and the na­
tionalists.

The theme of M cK issick’s 
speech was black power, and other 
speakers ta lked o f it. More drama­
tic, however, was the in te rven­
tion of several hundred young 
people, who marched down the 
fie ld  behind a banner w ith  the 
words “ B lack Power”  and took up 
a position in  fro n t of the speakers 
stand. They refused to move when 
o ffic ia ls tr ied  to get them back 
in to  the stands.

Most of the demonstrators were 
teen-age members o f the B lack- 
stone Rangers, a ghetto gang which 
SCLC has tr ied  to invo lve in  the 
c iv il rights movement.

Several p icket signs were carried 
w ith  slogans like : “ B lack Lackeys 
M ust Go,”  “ No More Reverends —  
Deacons Now.”  A  few  large , em­
blems o f the B lack Panther party  
were displayed.

The ra lly  was fo llowed by a 
sp irited march o f many thousands 
to  c ity  hall, where a statement 
o f demands K in g  is ra ising was 
fixed  to the door.

How U.S. Teaches 
Freedom to Viets
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What I Saw in Lowndes County, Alabama
By Elizabeth Barnes

H A Y N E V ILLE , A la . —  T h e  
b lack people o f Lowndes County, 
A la., have taken seriously the idea 
of b lack power and are organizing 
a po litica l pa rty  independent of 
the Democrats and Republicans. 
This party, the Lowndes County 
Freedom Organization ( a l s o  
know n as the B lack Panther pa r­
ty  because o f its  ba llo t sym bol), 
is runn ing  its candidates in  the 
nex t general election w ith  the ob­
jec t o f tak ing  over the county.

Before m y v is it to Lowndes 
County, I  had heard the story of 
the Lowndes County Freedom O r­
ganization and knew  about the 
ideas o f the leadership. W hat m y 
tr ip  showed me was tha t the 
people in  Lowndes not only have 
good ideas, b u t they know  how 
to  p u t these ideas in to  practice. A  
lo t ran be learned by w atching 
the  leaders of the Lowndes Coun­
ty  Freedom Organization as they 
go about th e ir w ork. They are 
rea l mass leaders who are organ­
iz ing  the b lack people there to 
re ly  on themselves.

I  found tha t many of the lead­
ers and activists in  the Lowndes 
County Freedom Organization 
have gained experience in  other 
working-class struggles. M any are 
veterans of the trade union move­
ment. Others played key roles in  
the Montgomery bus boycott of 
1956. Most of the men who are 
activists in  the Freedom Organ­
ization, like  most of the black 
men in  Lowndes County, are 
workers in  heavy labor occupa­
tions in  the bu ild ing  trades. The 
m a jo rity  of them  go in to  nearby 
M ontgom ery fo r  work.

The leaders of the Freedom O r­
ganization are a ll from  Lowndes 
County. There is a th in  layer of 
m iddle-class Negroes who live  in  
Lowndes, bu t they are no t lead­
ers in  the Freedom Organization. 
The leaders are w ork ing  people 
who have roots in  the com m uni-

F ran k  M iles
Candidate fo r Tax Assessor

ty. They have suffered the same 
things tha t the masses o f black 
people in  Lowndes have been suf­
fe ring  fo r years —■ inadequate 
housing, schools, food and clothes. 
They know  w hat the problems 
are, and they know  how to go 
about changing things.

The median income fo r Negro 
fam ilies is $935. W hat th is  means 
is that the homes are run  down 
and unpainted, w ith  collapsing 
porches and not enough room in ­
side. I t  means lit t le  fu rn itu re  and 
fo u r o r five  children in  a bed. 
I t  means few  windows and fewer 
glass windows. I t  means getting 
a ll your w ater fo r cooking and 
bathing from  an outside pump 
and using outside toilets.

The children go to broken down 
one-room schools w ith  inadequate 
supplies and in fe rio r 'instruction. 
Mrs. R. L. S trickland, who is ru n ­
n ing as Freedom Organization 
candidate fo r the board of educa-

Why Hubert Humphrey 
Attacked 'Black Power'

B y C lifton  D eB erry
The w h ite  capita lis t ru lers of 

th is country are aware of the 
revo lu tionary  im plications of the 
demand fo r black power, and th a t’s 
w hy they are doing w hat they can 
to  d is to rt and smear the concept.

This is w hat is behind H ubert 
H . H um phrey’s denouncing of so- 
called b lack racism at the NAACP 
convention where he aligned h im ­
se lf w ith  Roy W ilk ins  against the 
advocates o f black power. “ B lack 
racism”  is no t the problem and the 
Johnson adm inistration knows it. 
B u t the ru lers are m aking an is­
sue o f it ,  as a smokescreen to 
hide the ir real aim of heading o ff 
the  developing independence o f 
the Negro movement expressed by 
“ black power.”

Those freedom fighters who ad­
vocate black power are opposed 
to  the U nited States’ ro le  to V ie t­
nam and b lack people k ill in g  the ir 
colored brothers to uphold the 
“ Am erican W ay.”

They are opposed to gradual­
ism, and opposed to whites te lling  
Negroes w hat they should do. They

(hm hka’A (Road 
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are fo r Negroes leading and con­
tro llin g  th e ir own organizations 
and struggles. They believe in  de­
fending themselves against racist 
attack. The most consistent ad­
vocates of b lack power are fo r 
independent black po litica l action 
against the Democrats and Re­
publicans, like  the organizers of 
the B lack Panther party  in  A la ­
bama. The whole th rus t of b lack 
power is tow ard increasing inde­
pendence from  the racist rulers.

This is w hat the Johnson ad­
m in is tra tion  and the Roy W il­
kinses are rea lly  opposed to.

A t  the NAACP convention, the 
delegates cheered when Hum phrey 
said, “ Racism is racism — and 
there’s no room in  Am erica fo r 
racism o f any color.”

I  don’t  know  where these dele­
gates have been. There’s p lenty 
of room fo r racism in  Am erica —  
w hite  racism. Blacks do not op­
press whites here, and the whole 
concept o f “ black racism ”  is foo l­
ish. The facts are, i t  is w h ite  ra ­
cism w hich causes Negroes to be 
the last h ired and the f irs t fired ; 
w h ite  racism w hich denies Negroes 
equal job  opportunities; w h ite  
racism w hich compels Negroes to 
live  in  slums and pay exorb itant 
rents; w h ite  racism which b ru ta l­
izes and murders Negroes and c iv il 
rights w orkers in  the South. W hite 
racism is a fact of life  fo r Negroes 
in  America.

B lack power expresses the w i l l ­
ingness o f the black masses to 
fig h t w h ite  racism, “ by any means 
necessary,”  as M alcolm  X  used to 
say. I t  should be supported by  a ll 
partisans of the b lack struggle fo r 
equality.

tion, told me tha t the children 
have to take up school tim e in  
the w in te r to  gather wood to heat 
the school buildings. The ir school 
buses are unheated and often 
break down because they are in  
bad repair. Mrs. S trick land said 
tha t one n igh t when her small 
children d id not a rrive  home from  
school, she and her husband found 
them abandoned in  the dark in  a 
school bus w hich had broken 
down.

E igh ty -s ix  w hite  fam ilies own 
90 percent of the county’s land. 
M uch of th is is rented out to  Ne­
groes to farm . B u t the num ber of 
Negro fam ilies supporting them ­
selves by fa rm ing  is declin ing be­
cause the price of cash crops is 
going down due to the grow ing 
mechanization o f farm ing. M any 
of the women fa rm  w h ile  the ir 
husbands w ork, to  supplement the 
income. From  the ir fa rm  w ork, 
they usually get several hundred 
dollars a year. Most o f the Negro 
farm s have to use d ra ft animals.

The people in  the Freedom O r­
ganization have one be lie f w hich 
is key to everyth ing they are 
doing. That is the idea tha t “ i f  
we w ant to make progress, we 
must re ly  on ourselves.”  This be­
came apparent to me when I went 
w ith  John H u le tt, chairman of 
the Lowndes County Freedom O r­
ganization, to v is it homes in  the 
county, organizing people to reg­
ister. A t tha t time, the Mississippi 
march had ju s t been completed. 
M r. H u le tt explained to the people 
tha t on the Mississippi march, out­
side people had gone in to  com­
m unities to help register voters. 
He to ld  them tha t in  Lowndes, 
“ We are registering the people 
ourselves.”  He said, “ Then, we 
won’t  need any marchers through 
here.”

H aving been on the last leg of 
the march, I  was able to contrast 
the voter registration done on the 
march w ith  tha t being done in  
Lowndes. On the march, the 
people in  the communities showed 
a d istrust toward those who 
wanted them to register. Often 
they w ould say tha t they had reg­
istered when they had not.

In  Lowndes, the overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity  o f the Negroes worked 
w ith  John H u le tt to  get as many 
people registered as possible. More 
im portant, they are motivated to 
register because they have the ir 
own pa rty  to vote fo r in  the fa ll 
—  a party  tha t provides a real 
a lternative to the racists.

Registration w ork  is considered 
the p rim a ry  task o f the Freedom 
Organization at this time. M r. 
H u le tt estimated tha t thus far, 
2,600 Negroes have been registered 
in  the county. He explained tha t 
2,200 whites are registered —  a 
figu re  greater than the number 
o f whites over 21 tha t live  in  the 
county. Some of them are even 
believed to be dead people. The 
Freedom Organization intends to 
investigate and challenge some 
of these w hite  names.

One o f the prim e tasks of the 
Freedom Organization is to p o lit i­
ca lly  educate its members. The 
leaders of the Freedom Organiza­
tion believe on ly i f  the masses of 
people understand the rea lity  of 
the ir situation, can they p lay a 
m eaningful ro le in  the organiza­
tion.

Education is carried on in  many 
d iffe ren t ways. Freedom Organ­
ization leaders and activists are 
continua lly  canvassing the com­
m unity , going house to house, 
ta lk ing  to people about w hat they 
are try in g  to do. Besides this, 
there are frequent meetings of the 
Freedom Organization held in  the 
various communities. (Lowndes 
County is d ivided in to  21 com­
m unities.) ’ Here the candidates 
speak and po litica l questions are 
discussed. These meetings usually 
a ttract from  175 to 200 people.

In  addition to the Freedom O r­
ganization, there is an organiza­
tion  in  Lowndes called the 
Lowndes County Christian Move­
ment. The C hristian Movement is

a broader organization than the 
Freedom Organization. Anyone 
may belong whether they support 
the Freedom Organization or not. 
Most of the activists do support 
the Freedom Organization and 
its candidates, and there is  over­
lapping leadership between the 
tw o organizations. Once a week, 
the Lowndes County C hristian 
Movement has a meeting in  each 
comm unity. People are less hesi­
tan t about coming to the smaller 
com m unity meetings held by the 
Christian M ovem ent than to the 
Freedom Organization, and these 
meetings often become a stepping 
stone to the Freedom Organiza­
tion  itself.

As he canvassed the comm unity, 
M r. H u le tt encouraged people to 
come to the com m unity meetings, 
rem inding them of the tim e and 
place. He to ld  them tha t they 
could b ring  up any topics tha t 
they wanted to  discuss.

A t  the com m unity meetings, 
someone from  the com m unity is 
chairman. A t  a meeting in  Moses 
C om m unity I  attended, they dis­
cussed plans fo r bu ild ing  a p la y ­
ground, a lib ra ry , outhouses f o r  
the church and the purchase of 
an icebox fo r the school to  keep 
the ch ild ren ’s m ilk  from  souring. 
M any of these projects were a l­
ready well-launched w ith  com­
mittees w ork ing  on them. An an­
nouncement was made at the 
meeting tha t voting machines 
w ould  be brought to a fu tu re  
meeting so tha t people could learn 
how to use them.

There were about 35 to 40 
people present at the meeting, in ­
c lud ing children. Most of the 
adults partic ipated in  some w ay 
—  by g iv ing  suggestions or by 
volunteering to w o rk  on com m it­
tees.

Importance of Organization
A t the meeting, a collection was 

taken w hich came to $37. This 
represented big sacrifices fo r the 
people there. Both the Freedom 
Organization and the C hristian 
Movement re ly  on th e ir members 
to supply the funds to keep the 
organization going and most of 
the money is collected at meetings 
such as th is  one. ,

To the people in  Lowndes, i t  is 
the Freedom Organization which 
is im portan t —  not any pa rticu la r 
leader or candidate. They do not 
re ly  on any one person to make 
decisions, b u t on the team of 
people tha t make up the broad 
leadership of the organization, 
and u ltim a te ly  on themselves. M r. 
H u le tt explains th is to people as 
he vis its them. He says tha t the 
Freedom Organization builds a 
fence around its candidates —  and 
tha t the candidates must do w hat 
the organization wants them to.

There are frequent executive 
committee meetings, where things 
are discussed and the decisions 
are made. The leadership knows 
w hat the people in  the organiza­
tion want, and i t  is responsible to 
carry tha t out. That does not 
mean tha t the leaders do not feel 
responsible fo r try in g  to  be sure 
tha t the r ig h t decisions are made. 
The leaders argue fo r th e ir point 
of view, ju s t like  everyone else.

The leaders of the Freedom O r­
ganization see the elections as an 
im portan t test fo r the organiza­
tion. B u t they realize tha t there 
are tremendous obstacles in  the 
w ay of reaching th e ir goal of 
electing th e ir candidates, and 
they understand i f  they are un­
able to  do this, i t  w i l l  no t mean 
tha t the organization has fa iled or 
tha t i t  was w rong to  bu ild  it. 
They realize tha t the struggle is 
a hard and long one, and tha t v ic ­
to ry  cannot be won overnight. 
They are prepared to protect 
themselves against te rro r, fraud 
and any contingency. They also 
realize tha t th is is the f irs t  tim e 
the black people of Lowndes w il l  
have voted and tha t there w il l  be 
some fear.

In  addition to these problems, 
there are the Uncle Toms. A t one 
o f the com m unity meetings, some-

M rs. W illie  Strickland
Candidate fo r  Board o f 

Education  ;

one spoke against a certain re ­
tired teacher who was “ runn ing  
his mouth o ff”  about the Free­
dom Organization. I t  seems th a t 
the w hite  com m unity was putting , 
up th is teacher - as the “ leader”  
to  te ll the black people how to  
vote and whom to vote for, despite 
the fact tha t he had never been 
active in  the struggle.

The people in  Lowndes County 
feel they are bu ild ing  something 
fo r fu tu re  generations. As he 
visited the homes o f the people, 
M r. H u le tt w ould  often po in t to  
the ch ildren and say, “ T h in k  of 
these ch ildren here, o f the ir fu ­
ture. Do you w ant them to get 
the k ind  of education tha t you 
and I  got?”

A t an executive board meeting 
of the Lowndes County C hristian 
M ovem ent, the chairman, Charles 
Smith, explained tha t i t  w ould 
take a long tim e to achieve w hat 
they wanted; probably the balance 
of th e ir lives. The w o rk  has only 
begun, he said. The w h ite  man is 
very tr icky .

The activists in  the Freedom O r-, 
ganization w o rk  hard. They see 
a ll th is e ffo rt as w o rthw h ile  in  
w inn ing  a better life  fo r the ir 
ch ildren —  and fo r  b lack people 
around the country, as w e ll. They 
see the ir organization as an ex­
ample fo r  others to fo llow . As M r. 
H u le tt to ld many o f those he v is­
ited, “ We w ant to show r ig h t here 
in  Lowndes County tha t i t  is pos­
sible to  bu ild  a clean po litica l 
organization.”

A  meeting in  B lackbelt Com­
m un ity  was ended w ith  H u le tt 
po in ting  out tha t Johnson and 
W allace were essentially the same. 
Johnson d idn ’t  do anyth ing about 
the tear-gassing of the marchers, 
he pointed out.

A lthough the Freedom Organ­
ization has deep roots in  Lowndes 
County, i t  is isolated fro m  the 
rest of the country by the fact tha t 
there are no other such organiza­
tions na tiona lly  independent of 
the Republicans and Democrats 
w ith  w hich i t  can l in k  up. There 
have been attempts in  three other 
b lack-be lt counties, thus fa r, to 
set up freedom organizations, bu t 
these have n o t gotten o ff the 
ground yet.

The fact tha t they have carried 
through th e ir struggle on th e ir 
own, w h ile  others have fa iled, is 
a tr ib u te  to the leadership in  
Lowndes County. Others around 
the country w ould do w e ll to learn 
more about how they d id  it,  and 
to fo llow  th e ir example.

The Black Ghetto
By Robert Vernon
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Justice Department Retracts 
Alexander Committee Charge
As w e go to press, Wor d has been received that the U.S. 

Justice Departm ent is retracting its order to the A lexander 
Defense Com m ittee to register as an agent of a “foreign p rin ­
cipal.” The A D C  raises funds fo r the legal defense and fam ily  
support of victim s of South A frican  apartheid.

I t  was named after D r. N eville  A lexander —  the alleged 
“foreign principal” —  who is a young A frican  scholar now im ­
prisoned in the notorious Robben Island concentration camp. 
The A D C  had refused to comply w ith  the Justice Departm ent 
order, and had been backed on a national scale by c iv il rights, 
c iv il liberties and various political organizations.

Floyd McKissick, national director of CORE, had recently 
become an A D C  sponsor, and C arl Oglesby, chairm an of SDS, 
had become an A D C  officer —  m aking him  liable to legal 
punishment —  in  order to solidarize his organization w ith  the 
A D C  effort.

The committee is presently planning a national tour for 
Franz J. T . Lee, a close friend of D r. A lexander’s, who le ft 
South A frica  in  1962 to study in  Germ any.

... 3 GIs Face Trial
S T R IK E  H E A D Q U A R TE R S . Scene in  fron t of strik ing  grape 
pickers’ headquarters. “H uelga” is Spanish for “strike.”

(Continued from Page 1)
I t  was also learned through 

'o ld iers tha t the arm y has been 
g iv ing  indoctrination courses on 
the  case, in  which they call A. J. 
Muste a communist. Muste is 
chairm an of the Parade Commit­
tee, and he sent another telegram 
to the army, demanding equal 
tim e  before the troops to answer 
th is  slander.

On Ju ly  8, a hearing was held 
in  federal d is tric t court in  Wash­
ington on the soldiers’ motion 
seeking an in junction  stopping 
the ir shipment to Vietnam. The 
judge in te rrup ted  attorney Stanley 
Fau lkner’s presentation of the sol­
d iers’ case and denied the motion. 
Faulkner was preparing to appeal 
th is  grotesque procedure and take 
the in junction  to higher courts, 
When the arm y s w iftly  ordered the 
soldiers to Vietnam. When they 
refused to go, the arm y arrested 
them  and announced i t  would 
court-m artia l them.

P fc. James Johnson is 20 years 
o ld and a Negro. He was raised 
in  Harlem , and was a student at 
B ronx  Com m unity College when 
he was drafted.

P vt. Dennis Mora, 25, was born 
in  East Harlem , and graduated 
from  the C ity  College o f New 
Y ork. He is Puerto Rican.

P vt. David Samas, 20, is a na­
tiv e  o f Chicago and was a student 
at  Modesto Jun io r College in  C a li­
fo rn ia  when drafted. He was m ar­
ried  in  June. A ll  three were en- 
'rolled in  the 142nd Signal Bat­
ta lion , Second Arm ored D ivision.

The fam ilies of the men are 
strong ly  supporting them. Marlene 
Sanids, Pvt. Samas’ 17-year-old 
'b ride , read his prepared speech 
fo r h im  at the Com m unity Church 
ra lly . The speech ended w ith  the

fo llow ing  appeal to the peace 
movement:

“ The G I should be reached 
somehow. He doesn’t  w ant to fight. 
He has no reason to r is k  his life . 
Yet he doesn’t  realize tha t the 
peace movement is dedicated to 
his safety. G ive the G I something 
to believe in  and he w il l  fig h t 
fo r tha t belief. Le t them know in 
V ietnam tha t you w ant them 
home, le t them know tha t you 
are concerned about th e ir lives 
also. Te ll them you w ant them 
to live , not die. B ring  home our 
men in Vietnam!

“ The three of us here, James, 
Dennis and I, came to the move­
ment fo r help and we received 
help. We asked fo r support in  our 
stand and we received tha t sup­
port. We asked fo r money fo r 
the case and have gotten some. 
The legal aspects of our case are 
numerous and complex, bu t we 
cannot depend alone upon our 
legal stand. The w ar in  V ietnam 
cannot be stopped jus t by legal 
action. The w ar can only be 
stopped by the efforts of the move­
ment w ith  the sympathy o f the 
public.

“ In  the end, we depend entire ly  
upon the public. We have placed 
ourselves in the hands of the peo­
ple of the United States, and a ll 
our hopes lie  w ith  them. We w in  
o r lose depending upon how the 
people respond. We risk  our fu ­
tures and maybe our lives on the 
hopes of the American public. We 
ask your help.”

The Ft. Hood Three Defense 
Committee needs your aid. The 
legal battle  facing the  three sol­
diers w il l  be costly. Please send 
your contributions to the com m it­
tee at: 5 Beekman St., 10th floor, 
New York, N. Y. 10038.

DiGiorgio Company Beaten 
On Union Elections Stand

By Roberta Speel
A  v ic to ry  fo r the cause of 

unionism and of oppressed A m eri­
cans was achieved last week in 
Delano, C alif. The giant D iG io r­
gio F ru it Corporation reached an 
agreement w ith  the National Farm 
W orkers Association, w hich has 
been on strike  against the grape 
growers of the San Joaquin V a l­
ley fo r 11 months. D iG iorg io, la rg­
est o f a ll the grape growers in 
the area, has agreed to legitimate 
elections fo r union representation 
o f its workers, to  be supervised by 
an a rb itra tion  board. The election 
date is set fo r Aug. 30, after 
which negotiations on a contract 
are to begin.

Leader of the resistance to the 
Union in  the Valley, D iG iorgio 
had waged a b itte r campaign of 
violence, in junctions, and fraudu­
lent elections against the strikers.
Responsible fo r the corporation’s 
change o f heart were the combined 
pressures of the Start of the har­
vest season, Vital to  the f irm ’s 
profits, and o f a successful boycott 
against the company’s products 
conducted by the NFW A. NFW A 
sta ff workers were vigorously o r­
ganizing the boycott in  many ma­
jo r  cities and achieving outstand­
ing victories, w ith  supermarkets 
agreeing one a fte r another to re ­
move D iG iorg io products from 
the ir shelves and to cancel orders.

Strike Background
I  spoke w ith  N FW A sta ff w o rk ­

er W ill LeBlanc, who was in  New 
Y ork C ity  to help organize the 
D iG iorg io boycott. He discussed 
the background of the strike  w ith  
me.

The Delano grape strike began 
in September 1965 when the A g ri­
cu ltu ra l W orkers Organizing Com­
m ittee called a strike against the 
pow erfu l Delano grape industry.
The AWOC, established in  1959, 
is an A FL-C IO  a ffilia ted  union 
w ith  a membership p rim a rily  of 
F ilip ino  emigrants. The orig ina l 
demand of the strikers was fo r 
the $1.40 per hour base wage that 
the Labor Departm ent instructed 
C a liforn ia  growers to advertise in  
recru iting  domestic labor, i f  
they wanted permission to im port 
foreign workers (e.g., Mexican 
braceros). N atura lly ; the C a lifo r­
nia fa rm  workers reasoned that 
they must be w orth  at least that 
much, whether the ir bosses asked 
fo r foreign labor or not.

The Strike has developed into 
an effective and organized cam­
paign w ith  the goals of decent 
Wages and w ork ing  conditions, and 
protections tha t organized labor 
has enjoyed fo r decades. Over 
5,000 m igra tory fa rm  workers are 
n ow involved. W ith  the battle  cry 
of “ iV iva la Huelga!”  ( “ huelga”  is 
Spanish fo r “ s trike ” ), the ir num ­
bers are resolutely opposing the 
Overwhelming power o f the huge 
Corporate grape ranches, lite ra l 
“ factories in  the fie ld .”

N FW A Joins Up
A  few days after the call by the 

AWOC, the National Farm  W ork­
ers Association jo ined the strike.

The N FW A is ha rd ly  a union in 
the conventional sense. Organized 
in  1962 by Cesar Chavez, its pres­
ident, i t  has more a ff in ity  to SNCC 
than to most unions in  the AFL- 
CIO. Its  membership is almost ex­
clusive ly M exican-Am erican and 
its perspective is strongly nationa l­
istic.

Chavez’s concept of organization 
is centered on bu ild ing  a strong, 
independent base in  the M exican- 
American comm unity. He started 
his crusade by a iding people w ith  
the ir immediate needs. The Farm  
W orkers Association in itia ted  a 
program of social services, insu r­
ance, a cred it union, and a news­
paper, a ll supported by member­
ship dues. However, Chavez was 
heading tow ard greater po litica l

and economic consciousness and 
se lf-d irection on the part of the 
fam ilies he organized.

In  the fa ll o f 1965, w ith  tw o 
paid employes and $85 in the bank, 
the N FW A found itse lf involved 
in its f irs t m a jor strike. Chavez 
was apprehensive; he fe lt the As­
sociation was unprepared fo r such 
a challenge. However, the sp ir it of 
the Association members was so 
great tha t they qu ick ly  voted to 
jo in  the AWOC workers in  the ir 
w alkout, although the la tte r had 
only asked the Associationists fo r 
support.

Unique Situation
W ith  the partic ipation of the 

NFW A, a ll the dynamic and unique 
features of th is struggle emerged. 
The strikers had to respond to a 
unique situation. No federal legis­
lation or C a liforn ia  state legisla­
tion guarantees any labor rights 
whatever to m igra tory fa rm  w ork­
ers. This means no rights to a 'min­
im um  wage, collective bargaining, 
unemployment insurance, w ork­
men’s compensation, etc. Further, 
the rancheros, or owners of the 
grape plantations, have utilized all 
o f the vicious tactics devised by the 
ru lin g  class over the years to fig h t 
th is strike. H ired  guards to bash 
in  s trikers ’ heads, complete com­
p lic ity  of the local cops and other 
authorities w ith  the bosses, mass 
im porta tion of scabs and a ll sorts 
of tr icke ry  are the common a r­
senal of the growers.

300-M ile March
The reactionary th rust of the 

opposition has been parried by 
the N FW A w ith  such novel tactics 
as the 300-mile march to Sacra­
ment, Calif., in  A p ril. This “ p il­
grimage”  gained national pub lic ity  
fo r the strikers’ demands and the 
whole cause of justice fo r the fa rm  
workers. The N FW A  has also suc­
ceeded in  gathering support from  
Civil rights, religious, student and 
civic groups.

These supporters have been in ­
valuable in  a iding the NFW A. 
T he ir contributions have been 
money, food, and manning picket 
lines at docks and in  fro n t of 
supermarkets. They have been in ­
strum ental in  setting up the boy­
cotts w hich are a mainstay of the 
union’s campaign against the 
growers.

Chavez has proven that his 
ideas work. The N FW A has done 
something no other group had 
ever succeeded in  doing. W ith  the 
s trike s ti l l  in  progress, i t  has un­
der its belt union recognition and 
contracts from  tw o of the m ajor 
employers in  the area. These are 
the f irs t union contracts fo r m i-

gratory farm  labor ever to be 
negotiated.

A fte r seven months of hard 
struggle by the strikers, Schenley 
Industries, second largest grape 
producer in  the Valley, succumbed 
to the strike  and boycott called 
against it. A  contract was signed 
that w il l  give workers a w age of 
about $2.00 per hour. C hristian 
Bros, has signed a s im ila r con­
tract w ithou t having had a strike 
called against it.

Workers Movement
However, the greatest break­

through of the struggle has been 
the awakening of the conscious­
ness of fa rm  workers in  the en­
tire  Southwest. A  v iab le  fa rm  
workers’ movement is being estab­
lished in Colorado; Texas melon 
workers (whose wages were about 
70 cents per hour) have struck and 
gotten union recognition, and have 
a ffilia ted  w ith  the NFW A. Farm  
w orkers a ll over th e . state of 
C aliforn ia  are clam oring to be or­
ganized; according to  an observer, 
they are already organized in  
sp irit. The Delano strikers are 
confident tha t th e ir campaign w ill 
not end u n til the en tire  system 
that oppresses them is overturned. 
The hard core of th e ir group don’t  
want to re tu rn  to the grape fie lds; 
they w ant to  go out and organize 
other fa rm  workers.

Negro Influence
W hy has th is movement suc­

ceeded at th is pa rticu la r time and 
place? The approach o f the 
NFW A, W ith its  staunch indepen­
dent unionism, in te rna l democracy, 
and grass roots base, is certa in ly  
a factor. Im portan t also is the 
end o f the uncontrolled bracero 
program, and the re la tive stab il­
ity  of the nucleus of grape w ork­
ers in  comparison to other ag ri­
cu ltu ra l laborers. The inspiration 
of the Negro movement to a ll op­
pressed m inorities is of m ajor sig­
nificance.

A lthough the opposition o f the 
D iG iorg io Corporation has crum ­
bled, the strike  w il l  continue u n til 
a ll o f the struck growers in  the 
San Joaquin  Valley yield. Mean­
while, the NFW A, w ith  2,500 
fam ilies s ti l l  on strike, badly needs 
funds fo r s trike  expenses and to 
expand its activities. C ontribu­
tions can be sent to: Farm  W ork­
ers Relief Fund, Box 894, Delano, 
C alif.

The union publishes an excel­
lent, in fo rm ative  biweekly news­
paper, E l Malcriado, in  a Spanish 
and an English edition, obtainable 
fo r $2 per year from  E l Malcriado, 
Box 1060, Delano, Calif.

If  you enjoy reading The M ilita n t and are interested in 
what the young socialist movement is thinking and doing, 
you w ill want to subscribe to America’s leading young so­
cialist magazine

THE YOUNG SOCIALIST
$1 a yea r (s ix  issues)

Send your dollar to 
P.O. Box 471, Cooper Station, New York, N. Y. 10003
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Why Johnson Decided to Bomb Hanoi
B y  Dick Roberts

The official reason why the 
Johnson administration began 
heavy bombing of the oil “Storage 
depots in Hanoi and Haiphong, 
June 29, is that ‘'infiltration” by 
north Vietnamese troops into south 
Vietnam had greatly increased in 
recent weeks. This position was 
maintained by Defense Secretary 
Robert McNamara in a press con­
ference held the day the bombings 
began.

McNamara contended that “ene­
my truck movement to south Viet­
nam has doubled during the first 
five months of 1966, compared to 
the same period in 1965" and the 
“rate of infiltration [is] about 
4,509 a month."

Even at face value, these fig­
ures are not very convincing. The 
4,500 figure is not new. McNamara 
gave i t  a t least tw ice earlier th is 
year: firs t, a t the cu lm ination of 
the “ peace offensive”  in  January 
when Johnson ordered renewed 
bombing of no rth  V ietnam ; and, 
second, in  his Chamber of Com­
merce speech M ay 2, when he 
promised the huge increases in 
U.S. troop commitments, which 
have subsequently been sent to 
Vietnam.

As to doubling the rate of truck 
movements, i t  need on ly be com­
mented, comparing the same per­
iods, tha t U.S. troop commitment 
had increased almost tenfo ld; 
tha t the bombing of south Viet- 
ham had increased five  times; 
and tha t the bombing of north  
V ietnam  had tr ip le d  —  before 
the oil-storage depot attacks.

McNamara’s Concern
V ery few  observers, i f  any, have 

accepted McNamara’s contention 
tha t the main, o r even an im por­
tant, determ inant of the June 29 
decision was increased north  V ie t­
namese troop movements. B u t the 
question of w hat rea lly  lay  behind 
Washington’s drastic escalation of 
the w ar is one tha t is of para­
m ount in terest to most people, and 
not jus t to w ar critics  alone.

A  glance at the leading A m eri­
can newspapers shows tha t con­
cern about Johnson’s decision is 
deep-going even among those who 
generally support the war. The 
New Y ork  Times and the W all 
Street Journal, fo r  example, de­
voted considerable attention to 
the bombing decision —  and the 
conclusion about its causes that 
these tw o newspapers came up 
w ith  is quite d iffe ren t from  the 
one McNamara gave in  his press 
conference.

In  the f irs t place, i t  was w ide ly  
noted tha t the bombing of H a i­
phong and Hanoi m arked a tu rn ­
ing po in t in  W ashington’s tactics 
tha t goes fa r  beyond the in it ia l 
steps of destroying these oil-stor- 
age tanks. The New Y ork  Times 
treated th is  question in  its main 
ed ito ria l Ju ly  3:

Goldwater Policies
“ The policies now being fo l­

lowed were those advocated, in  
’essence, by Senator G oldwater in  
the 1964 campaign and criticized 
at tha t tim e by M r. Johnson. The 
once-strong emphasis on negotia­
tions has faded. I t  appears i llo ­
gical to  escalate the war, as the 
U nited States is doing steadily, 
and s til l expect the north  V ie t­
namese and Vietcong to ‘nego­
tia te .’

“ Another change tha t now re­
quires notice,”  the New Y ork  
Times continued, “ is the sh ift in 
emphasis from  a w ar whose main 
objective was the containment of 
Communist China to a w a r aimed 
almost exclusive ly at the m ilita ry  
defeat of north V ietnam  and the 
Vietcong.

“ There is an obvious calculation 
tha t Peking w il l  not move, jus t 
as there has been, a ll along, a 
be lie f tha t Moscow w ould not 
fig h t fo r Hanoi. President John­
son now seems assured tha t the 
w ar can be fought and won ex­
clusive ly in  south and north  V ie t­
nam . . .”

N E WS I TEM ,„  IN  HIS JUNE 3 0 SPEECH IN  
OMAHA, JOHNSON SAID OTHERS COULD CRITICIZE 
THE V IE T N A M  WAR BUT "  TH ER E /S  ONLY
ON E  w h o  ha s  b y
THE AM ERICAN  PEOPLE TO DECIDE."

According to the New York  
Times,- therefore, the bombings 
marked a sh ift to  the all-out w ar 
concept long advocated by the 
Pentagon and supported by B a rry  
Goldwater in  the 1964 elections— 
a concept tha t leaves l it t le  room 
fo r a negotiated settlement, short 
of surrender.

And, according to the Times, 
the bombings showed tha t fo r the 
tim e being, at least, Washington 
is confident tha t ne ither the So­
v ie t Union nor China w il l  enter 
the w ar; and i t  is th is “ calcula­
tion ”  tha t is the main reason w hy 
Johnson made the bombing deci­
sion at th is time.

The two conclusions set fo rth  
by the New Y ork  Times about 
Washington’s policy were corro­
borated by members of the news­
paper’s s ta ff who attended various 
“ high-level”  press briefings in 
Washington during  the week the 
bombing began, o r who were p rivy  
to other inside sources. A rth u r 
Krock, the Times’ senior cor­
respondent in  Washington, de­
voted a column to the subject 
June 29.

K rock addressed him self to the 
question of w hy President John­
son had chosen to reveal the bomb­
ing intentions in  a press con­
ference June 10, ten days before 
they actually took place. “ Was the 
President’s purpose . . .  to prepare 
the Am erican people and those 
o f fr ie n d ly  nations fo r the attack, 
thereby softening the im pact of 
the policy change?”  K rock  asked, 
or, “ was the purpose also, or only, 
to assure Moscow and Peking in  
advance tha t the attack on the 
fac ilities  d id not represent a 
change of policy to un lim ited  
war?”  (Efnphasis added.)

K rock inclined tow ard the sec­
ond answer. “ The mere r itu a l de­
nunciation of the attack by the 
Soviet U nion,”  he pointed out, 
“ suggests tha t i f  th is  was the ob­
jective of the caveat i t  was com­
prehended and accepted.”

The opinion that Johnson had 
made the early statement in order 
to w arn the Am erican people and 
the ir a llies could be rejected, 
K rock believed, because the rea­
sons fo r the policy sh ift o f bomb­
ing Hanoi and Haiphong were 
known long beforehand, both to

leading Democrats and Republi­
cans and to W ashington’s main 
allies abroad.

“ There is another speculative 
assignment here fo r its tim ing ,”  
K rock then added. “ This is tha t the 
in terna l troubles of the Peking 
Government have removed any 
risk  there may ever have been 
of a m ilita ry  response.”  (Emphasis 
added.)

To other Washington jou rna l­
ists, the importance of the Chinese 
and Soviet responses, the in terna l 
figh ting  between them, and the 
wave of purges in  China, were 
not speculative matters in  deter­
m in ing Johnson’s move.

Hanoi’s Isolation
W all Street Journa l s ta ff re­

porter P h ilip  Geyelin reported 
June 30, “ Much more than prac­
tica l m ilita ry  need was involved 
in the decision, which has been 
the subject of intense deliberation 
fo r weeks . . .  To the experts, 
Hanoi looks to be increasingly 
isolated from  its big Red patrons, 
Russia and Communist China, as 
these tw o concentrate increasingly 
on th e ir own quarre l and the 
Chinese are convulsed by purges 
and in te rna l strains.”

New Y ork  Times Washington 
correspondent M ax Frankel, who 
possibly attended the same b rie f­
ing as Geyelin, spelled out the in ­
fluence of Moscow and Peking’s 
response (o r lack o f i t )  in  greater 
detail. “ Strains between the Com­
m unist nations and a great 'p o liti­
cal upheaval in  Communist Chi­
na,”  F rankel reported in  the  May 
30 New Y ork Times, “ have en­
couraged the adm inistration to in ­
tensify its pressure.

“ Far from  un iting  in support 
fo r a Communist a lly ,”  Frankel 
continues, “ Moscow and Peking 
have been quarre ling more and 
more about w hich is to blame fo r 
north  V ietnam ’s unhappy pred i­
cament and fo r  the ineffectiveness 
of Soviet and Chinese help.”

And i t  is not only the polemical 
exchanges between Moscow and 
Peking which are care fu lly  
watched in Washington: “ The So­
v ie t U nion has taken pains a ll 
along to emphasize tha t i t  is sup­
p ly ing  only ‘defensive’ weapons to 
north Vietnam. These have not 
proved an effective deterrent to

Am erican a ir assaults.”  (Empha­
sis added.)

“ More effective fo r a tim e,”  
F rankel then explained, “ was the 
memory o f Chinese in tervention 
in  the Korean w ar 16 years ago. 
In  deference to the huge Chinese 
A rm y, Washington has repeatedly 
disavowed any desire to conquer 
or destroy north  Vietnam. To 
prove its point, i t  has long spared 
Hanoi and Haiphong, has tr ied  to 
stay away from  c iv ilia n  targets 
and from  Chinese fro n tie r areas, 
and had only g radually expanded 
the pattern o f attack tow ard the 
tw o main cities.

“ The fear o f Chinese in terven­
tion  has abated here in  recent 
months.”  F rankel concluded, “ as 
Peking has apparently toned down  
its ambiguously worded threats of 
last year and has spoken more 
and more o f the need fo r the 
north  Vietnamese to stand on the ir 
own feet.”  (Emphasis added.)

U.S. Strategy
B u t Washington can never be 

absolutely certain tha t the Soviet 
and Chinese leaders w il l  re fra in  
from  defending north  V ietnam  in ­
defin ite ly . Each step of the U. S. 
escalation serves as a fu rth e r test 
of Moscow and Peking’s resolve. 
Besides being a s ign ificant step 
towards greater destruction of 
north  Vietnamese m ateria l re­
sources, the present bombing at­
tack was also— and perhaps m ain­
ly — a test of Soviet and Chinese 
policy.

Three large a ir bases capable 
of landing je t fighters are known 
to be in the v ic in ity  of Hanoi and 
Haiphong. “ N orth  V ietnam ’s f irs t 
reaction to the raids today,”  
Frankel continued in  the June 30 
analysis, “ was viewed here as 
re la tive ly  restrained. Some o ff i­
cials had believed tha t the best 
of its Soviet and Chinese-built a ir 
force had been comm itted to the 
defense of Hanoi. The absence of 
a serious challenge was taken as 
a sign tha t Hanoi feels itse lf isol­
ated and unsure o f more aid . . . ”

W a s h i n g t o n ’s “ ca lculation”  
w h ich  lay behind the decision to 
bomb Haiphong and Hanoi, there­
fore, had tw o sides to it :  One was 
the calculation that the Soviet and 
Chinese leadership would not 
respond; the other was the deci­
sion tha t th is fa ilu re  to respond 
would set the stage fo r a sweep­
ing escalation of the w ar against 
Vietnam.

I t  was clearly the second side 
of the reasoning w h ich  led the 
New Y ork  Times to  the conclu­
sion cited earlie r tha t a new stage 
of the w a r had been opened. The 
bombings o f oil-storage depots are 
only a p re lim ina ry  step. Once 
begun, the Pentagon’s plan is to 
continue escalation u n til—stopped.

New Y ork  Times reporter W il­
liam  Beecher reported the Pen­
tagon’s viewpoint; as o f the f irs t 
day of bombing, June 29: “ Even 
as b lack smoke rose over Hanoi 
and Haiphong a fte r today’s a ir 
strikes on petroleum insta lla­
tions,”  Beecher w rote, “ top m ili­
ta ry  men at the Pentagon were 
looking tow ard fu rth e r escalation 
of the w ar e ffo rt.”  ( New York  
Times, June 30.)

Beecher listed the fo llow ing  im ­
mediate steps on the Pentagon’s 
agenda:

Pentagon Targets
“ Closing o f the harbor at H a i­

phong. I t  is estimated tha t two- 
th irds  of no rth  V ietnam ’s imports, 
includ ing 95 percent o f its  oil, 
pass through Haiphong . . .

“ Destruction of the three la rg ­
est je t a irfie lds in  the Hanoi- 
Haiphong area. Most o f no rth  V ie t­
nam’s 70 M IG  fighters and 12 
IL-28 bombers are based on those 
fields . . .

“ Bombing of power plants and 
industria l installations. H igh on 
the lis t w ould be the Thainguyen 
steel plant, about 35 miles north  
of Hanoi . .

Beecher also took note of the 
reason w hy Johnson had not 
bombed Hanoi earlier, and w hat 
the im plications o f the present

move were: “ For months,”  he
stated, “ the Jo in t Chiefs o f S ta ff 
pressed fo r such assaults . . . 
The ir arguments were resisted, 
however, because o f the danger 
tha t s tr ik in g  at the heartland of 
north  V ietnam  m igh t cause Com­
m unist China to enter the w a r in  
a bigger way, m igh t force the So­
v ie t U nion to step up its m ateria l 
support to Hanoi, and m igh t in ­
ju re  the U nited States’ reputation 
throughout the w o rld  i f  substan­
tia l numbers o f c iv ilians were 
k illed  in  the bombing.

“ Now tha t President Johnson 
has decided to ru n  those risks .. 
Beecher continued, “ some key 
Pentagon planners feel that, in  
time, they may be perm itted to 
attack other m ajor m ilita ry  targets 
in  the fo rm e rly  o ff-lim its  areas.”

Therefore a ll eyes in  Washing­
ton were on the response: W ould 
Moscow f in a lly  a lte r its  policy 
o f “ r itu a l denunciation”  and de 
facto “ peaceful coexistence”  w ith  
the West? W ould Peking cease its 
u ltra -revo lu tiona ry  sounding har­
angues against Moscow, bid fo r 
a united fro n t against Johnson 
and actua lly come to Hanoi’s sup­
port? Those were the m a jo r ques­
tions in  the Pentagon w a r room, 
and the answers were du ly  reg­
istered.

New Y ork Times correspondent 
Peter Grose w ired  the Soviet 
response from  Moscow. “ A bout 20 
petitions o f protest were handed 
in yesterday and today at the 
U nited States Embassy,”  Grose 
reported Ju ly  1. “ The petitions, 
a ll s im ila r in  wording, were 
brought by sm all delegations. 
There were no threats o f large- 
scale demonstrations, the [U .S.] 
o ffic ia l said.”

Minim um  Support
Grose continued, “ To most ob­

servers, the in it ia l Soviet reac­
tion to the Hanoi-Haiphong bomb­
ings has been guarded and re­
served— about the m in im um  re­
quired by the long-standing Soviet 
policy o f g iv ing  the Vietnamese 
Communists fu l l  p o litica l support 
w h ile  rem ain ing aloof fro m  any­
th ing approaching m ilita ry  en­
gagements.”  (Emphasis added.) •

Grose also observed in  passing, 
“ Enthusiastic offers o f volunteers 
to f ig h t beside the north  V ie t­
namese, heard in  public meetings 
in  months past, have not been re­
ported now.”

Washington was not as confi­
dent about Peking’s rep ly. No of­
fic ia l assessment was made u n til 
Hanoi and Haiphong had been 
pounded w ith  bombs fo u r more 
days. When hundreds o f tons o f 
bombs had produced only one note 
from  Peking, however, Washing­
ton was jub ilan t. The story made 
the fro n t page.

“ Peking’s ca re fu lly  worded re­
action to  the bombings o f Hanoi 
and Haiphong,”  M ax Franke l 
w rote in  the J u ly  6 New York  
Times, “ has reinforced the adm ini­
s tra tion ’s calculation th a t China 
w il l  -not d irec tly  intervene in  the  
w ar at th is stage.

“ That calculation,”  F ranke l con­
tinued, “ was supported by nearly 
a ll o f President Johnson’s p r in ­
cipal advisers before he ordered 
the attacks.”  Even the gloomiest 
Pentagon planners were pleased 
w ith  the results, F ranke l reported: 
“ Those who most feared a Chinese 
m ilita ry  involvem ent last year and 
those who opposed the resump­
tion of bombings last February, 
find  lit t le  reason to  challenge 
tha t judgm ent now.”

A nd F rankel comes to the c ru x  
o f the m atter: “ Far fro m  using 
tougher language, the Chinese 
were found here to have held 
back even from  the language they  
used in  the spring o f 1965 . . . 
This was the reaction predicted 
throughout the top levels o f the 
United States Government, fro fact, 
one of the m a jo r purposes o f the 
in tensified bombing was to de­
monstrate to Hanoi tha t i t  must 
stand essentially alone against in ­
creasing Am erican pressure.”  
(Emphasis added.)
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Eye-Witness Report on Cuba

N E W  H O M E S. Housing fo r workers on cooperative fa rm  being 
built shortly a fter revolution.

[The fo llow ing  are excerpts 
fro m  a series of articles by Jack 
Scott, a veteran reporter fo r the 
Toronto D a ily  Star, w h ich ap­
peared in  tha t paper du ring  the 
f irs t  p a rt of June. They are an 
antidote to  the usual m ateria l 
available fro m  the w ire  services.

[Scott’s reporting  on Cuban in ­
te rna l developments has a special 
significance, since he is not an 
u n critica l observer o f the Cuban 
scene. Scott laments w hat he sees 
as the to ta l subservience o f Cuba 
to  the  Soviet Union. To reach th is 
conclusion, he has to ignore the 
fac t th a t the in te rnationa l line  of 
the Castro leadership remains fa r 
more m ilita n t than tha t o f the 
K re m lin ].

*  *  *

I  v is ited Cuba tw ice on assign­
m ent in  1962, and again in  1963. 
They were years in  w h ich  the es­
sential struggle o f F ide l Castro 
and his supporters was fo r  sur­
v iva l.

This tim e, I  came d irec tly  from  
18 months as The Toronto S tar’s 
correspondent in  South America, 
in  d a ily  contact w ith  a w ay o f 
l ife  tha t degrades hum anity.

*  *  *  *

Alone in  L a tin  America, th is is 
now  the nation in  w h ich  the v is i­
to r w i l l  see not a single ch ild  
w ith  the distended, bloated sto­
mach of m a lnu trition .

I t  is a society in  w hich p r i­
vilege, explo itation, . corruption,

A  development in  the revo lu­
tiona ry  movement of L a tin  A m e ri­
ca o f considerable interest has 
been reported in  the J u ly  15 issue 
o f W orld  Outlook. This is the ex­
pulsion o f three followers o f J. 
Posadas from  the Guatemalan 

"MR-13 gue rrilla  fron t, headed by 
Marco A nton io  Yon Sosa.

The expulsions and subsequent 
break w ith  the Posadas grouping 
were announced in  a communique 
dated M ay 15, 1966, issued by the 
N ational Leadership of the MR-13 
fron t. According to the commu­
nique, the Posadists d iverted M R - 
13 funds fo r th e ir own po litica l 
purposes w ithou t the agreement or 
knowledge o f the leadership of 
the MR-13 movement.

F rom  the W orld  Outlook  te x t of 
the communique, i t  appears tha t the 
MR-13 leadership does not yet 
understand the true  nature o f the 
Posadas group, bu t s t i l l  believes 
them  to be genuine Trotskyists 
and genuine representatives of 
the Fourth  Internationa l.

In  actual fact, Posadas was ex­
pelled from  the Fourth  In te rna­
tiona l several years ago because 
he refused to abide by the deci­
sion o f the m a jo rity  —  one o f the 
elem entary rules of democratic 
centralism . D efying a decision of 
the F ourth  In te rnationa l, Posadas
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class and color barriers, poverty 
and feudalism  have been removed.

For those whose lives have been 
bettered by tha t surgery, the tw o 
of every three Cubans w ho con­
tinue to respond enthusiastically 
to the opportun ity fo r  a fu l l  and 
purposeful life , l it t le  else matters. 

*  *  *

W ithou t i t  he’d surely go hun­
gry, bu t the Cuban no longer 
lives by ra tion  book alone.

One of the many paradoxes in  
th is island is tha t a people who 
face continued scarcities o f many 
food items are encouraged to  “ eat 
ou t’’ a t restaurants tha t o ffe r a 
varied and bou n tifu l b i l l  o f fare. 
As a fo rm  of calculated, psy­
chological w arfare against austeri­
ty, i t  seems to be paying o ff.

For a v is ito r here, re tu rn ing  
a fte r an absence o f three years, 
th is is the most spectacular 
change in the Cuban’s day-to - 
day life .

I  remember on tha t earlie r v is it, 
checking in to  the H otel C apri and 
going down to the restaurant fo r 
dinner. A  butter-less ro ll, tw o 
rubbery discs of salami and a 
w arm  im ita tion  Coca-Cola (the 
beer had run  o u t). That was the 
entire  b i l l  o f fare.

On m y f irs t  v is it to a restaurant 
th is time, at the “ w orkers’ re ­
sort”  in  Veradero, I  found m yself 
contem plating a menu tha t offered 
shrim p cocktail, Suprema of Chic­
ken V irg in ia , Tips of Tenderloin

organized a secret “ emergency”  
meeting o f his own faction w hich 
then proclaimed itse lf to  be the 
Fourth  International.

The Posadists, accused of d ive rt­
ing MR-13 funds, were tr ied  on 
A p r il 29 and 30, according to the 
communique, at one o f the camp­
sites o f the A le jandro De Leon 
gue rrilla  fron t. The t r ia l  body con­
sisted of the P o litica l Bureau, rep­
resentatives of the guerrillas, 
chiefs o f the M ilit ia  and presi­
dents of the peasant committees.

The defendants d id  not deny 
the charges, according to the do­
cument reprin ted in  W orld  O ut­
look. Instead, they “ ju s tifie d ”  the ir 
actions on the grounds th a t the 
money had been d istributed to 
“ parties”  of the “ w orld  revo lu­
tion ,”  tha t is, to  sections of the ir 
own grouping.

This lin e  of defense is made 
even clearer in  a document issued 
by the Mexican Posadist group, 
dated June 24, w h ich  is also re ­
prin ted in  W orld Outlook. The 
M exican Posadists launched a sec­
ta rian  po litica l attack no t on ly on 
Yon Sosa, bu t also on the Guate­
malan FAR  (Fuerzas Armadas 
Rebeldas) headed by Lu is  A . T ur- 
cios L im a, and on F ide l Castro.

There is no ind ication whatso­
ever in  the MR-13 communique 
tha t the expulsion of the Posadas 
grouping signals a po litica l sh ift. 
On the contrary, the communique 
rea ffirm s a program o f socialist 
revolution. I t  appeals to the 
masses o f Guatemala, the workers, 
students and peasants to arm 
themselves in  preparation fo r  the 
seizure o f power.

A  th ird  document included in  
W orld  Outlook is a statement is­
sued by the M exican Trotskyists 
expressing so lida rity  w ith  the 
MR-13 movement. Expressing 
the ir disagreement w ith  Posadas 
and the actions of his Guatemalan 
supporters, the M exican T ro tsky­
ists nevertheless appeal fo r  a 
united defense e ffo rt to  w o rk  fo r 
the release of Posadists now  im ­
prisoned in  Mexico.

They also call fo r un ited action 
to  protest the arrest and to rtu re  
o f A do lfo  G illy  in  M exico C ity. 
G illy  is w e ll known in  th is coun­
t r y  fo r  his penetrating articles on 
L a tin  America, published in  
M onth ly Review.

au Jerez, B roiled Smoked Pork 
Chops, Lobster a la Catalan, Fresh 
M oro Crabs W ith Mayonnaise, 
m ixed green salad w ith  avocados 
and Russian dressing, F ile t o f Red 
Snapper Saute, s ix  flavors of ice 
cream and an assortment of sev­
era l other dishes unavailable on 
tha t earlie r v is it.

I  asked the w a ite r w hom  they 
were k idd ing. He took me in to  the 
k itchen and i t  was a ll there. I  had 
the lobster. The beer was served 
in  a frosted glass.

In  Havana, P inar del Rio, M a- 
tanzas and other towns and cities 
I  subsequently visited, I  dined 
equally w ell.

Restaurants in  the leading ho­
tels of the capital, once reserved 
fo r Cuba’s o ffic ia l guests and other 
V IPs (another Canadian cor­
respondent remembers tha t they 
were “ fu l l  o f north  Vietnamese, 
w h ile  I  was eating hash down in  
a place reserved fo r capita lis t 
beasts” ), are now open to the pub­
lic  and are usually crowded.

Over the past 18 months, a 
crash program has been carried 
out by  the National Touris t Ins­
titu te  ( IN IT )  whose function is 
described by one o ffic ia l as “ p u t­
ting  back some o f the fu n  in to  
life .”  They operate tra in ing  
schools fo r restaurant personnel 
and barmen.

State-o p e r  a t  e d restaurants, 
small cafes, snack bars, pizza par­
lors and soda fountains are being 
opened at a fast clip.

* # *

The objective of a ll th is is to 
d ra in  o ff excess purchasing pow­
er and to relieve the monotony 
o f the d ie t on rations.

“ The idea,”  one IN IT  o ffic ia l 
to ld me, “ is not to supplement the 
ration, bu t to o ffe r a change from  
it . ”  Thus items in  short supply, 
such as chicken and pork, are 
featured in  many restaurants.

M ost urban fam ilies I  m et were 
.eating out once or tw ice a week. 

* * *

Rationed items are, in  many 
cases, spread as th in ly  as they 
were three and fo u r years ago 
and in  some categories are less.

Because o f the break in  trade 
relations w ith  China, the s ix - 
pound m onth ly  issue of rice has 
been halved.

Cuba’s agricu lture  bosses in  
1NRA (the National A grarian Re­
fo rm  Ins titu te ) are countering by 
stepping up production o f maca­
roni, noodles, spaghetti and other 
carbohydrate foods, bu t may fa l l  
short of th e ir 1966 goal o f a 30 
percent increase because o f break­
downs and a shortage of parts fo r 
U. S.-made processing machinery.

Coffee, w hich was unrationed, 
is now  being exported fo r  foreign 
currency and is lim ited  to seven 
ounces per person m onth ly  —  a 
cause fo r  such considerable be lly ­
aching tha t F ide l Castro took 
pains in  A p r i l  to announce that 
6,700 new acres o f the bean w ould 
be planted and tha t i t  w i l l  be o ff 
the ra tion  “ a fte r tw o  more crops.”

The m onth ly  per-person quota 
o f a single chicken has been e li­
m inated en tire ly  —  except fo r 
ch ild ren  up to the age o f three 
years, those over 65 and pregnant 
women.

(Expectant mothers, diabetics 
and persons w ith  other illnesses 
are provided w ith  special ra tion  
cards to a llow  them the d ie t re ­
commended by th e ir doctors.)

* * *

W hat has changed is the con­
siderable lis t of items that, since 
m y earlie r v is it, have been re­
moved from  controls.

Eggs, w h ich  were doled out five  
to a customer each month, are 
now in  abundant supply and on 
the “ free”  lis t. Fish, lim ite d  to a 
pound per month in  1963, is un­
rationed. So are bakery products, 
cheeses and yogurt, fru its  and 
vegetables, inc lud ing potatoes 
w hich had been restricted to 14 
pounds per person.

*  *  *

I t  is in  the country areas tha t 
you fin d  the most uncritica l, ve ry

often emotional, support fo r Cas­
tro.

F o rty  miles west of Havana at 
a state-run experim ental da iry  
fa rm  called La  Recompensa, I  
talked to 39-year-old Narcisco Ro­
driguez, a ta ll, gaunt-looking man 
who is in  charge o f the operation.

Narcisco m a tte r-o f-fac tly  de­
scribed the system of ro ta ting  pas­
tures fo r 250 Holsteins, the pro­
geny of Canadian-imported stock.

B u t la ter, over coffee in  the 
new, three-bedroom bungalow 
tha t his fa m ily  is given ren t-free  
and fu l ly  furnished (inc lud ing  
the f irs t Soviet re frige ra to r I ’ve 
seen, called a Mockba) Narcisco 
suddenly became eloquent when 
I  asked h im  how life  was now 
compared to the pre-revo lu tion 
days.

“ I t  is the difference o f day and 
n ight,”  he said. “ I  worked on th is 
same farm , you know, when i t  was 
owned by one man. I  remember 
the Christmases! He w ould  have 
us slaughter pigs and take them 
to the police captains and the 
generals. There was never a th ing  
fo r the workers.

“ We worked seven days a week, 
14 and 15 hours a day fo r $2 a 
day. I f  you were too sick to w ork  
then there was no pay. A t that, 
we were lucky. For most people 
around here there were only tem ­
porary jobs.

“ And look w hat we have now! 
O ur children are in  good schools 
and I, myself, w ith  no education 
whatever, have passed Grade 
Three! O ur medical needs are 
cared for. We have, w ha t is best 
of a ll, a pride and d ign ity  tha t 
no Cuban w orker knew before.

“ I  te ll you, they are not id le 
words when men here say they 
would, die fo r F ide l Castro!”

The youth of the nation is no 
less committed.

In  Havana one day, I  w ent to 
the In s titu to  P re-U niversitario  Del 
Vedado, selected students and 
spent an afternoon ta lk in g  w ith  
them. They were boys and g irls 
who spend 45 days a year between 
semesters as volunteer manual 
w orkers in  the cane fields, o r­
chards and vegetable gardens. I  
found them engaging, v ita l and 
tensely defensive o f any critic ism  
from  an outsider.

Here, b rie fly , is a sample of 
some o f th e ir viewpoints in  the ir 
own often precocious words:

Anna M aria  Diaz, aged 16, fa ­
the r an electrician, plans to be­
come a doctor: “ Oh, I  th in k  we 
are like  teenagers anywhere. We 
go steady. We do the tw is t. We 
conform  a lo t in  our dress. We’d 
a ll like  to d rive  cars. We laugh a 
lo t and have love a ffa irs  and 
go to  parties.

“ I f  we’re more serious than 
N orth  Am erican kids, as you say, 
w e ll, i t ’s because we know  that 
so much is expected of us. Cuba 
needs teachers, doctors,, techni­
cians, professional people. That’s 
where we come in . I t  makes you 
feel ve ry  much tha t you are p a rti­

c ipating when your country Is 
w a iting  fo r you to take part.”

Jose A lberto  Nuanez, aged 18, 
fa ther a un ive rs ity  professor, also 
plans a career in  medicine: “ When 
you say tha t we’re ch ild ren  of 
the revo lu tion yon are not m is­
taken.

“ In  1961, three days before the 
invasion at the Playa G iron (the 
Bay of Pigs) the a irpo rt at Ha­
vana was bombed. M y  best fr iend  
who was in  his house was k ille d  
when the bombs struck it .  I  d id  
not fu l ly  understand w ha t was 
happening then, bu t I  vowed to 
hate the men who th rew  tha t 
bomb. That feeling now, I  th in k , 
know ing the reasons fo r it, is 
constructive.

“ O ur enemy is the U nited 
States, w hich made possible tha t 
bombing. F or tha t reason we must 
make the revo lu tion  strong and 
able to resist any fu rth e r attacks.”

Francisco Garcia Ucha, 17, fa ­
ther a bus d rive r, studying to  be 
a chemist: “ The actions o f the 
U nited States continua lly  streng­
then and speed the revo lu tion. 
Look w hat they are doing in  V ie t­
nam! Look at the penetration and 
contro l o f the La tin  Am erican 
countries!

“ W herever they s ink th e ir claws 
i t  is the same. Each country tha t 
wants to be free m ust bu ild  the 
socialism tha t is best fo r  it. That 
is the lib e rty  we are defending 
in  Cuba.” ,
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" The wrong of Ngo D inh  N hu was not to believe in  w ha t the 
Americans call ‘ lib e rty ’ and w h ich  they preach to a ll. F o r tha t is 
the lib e rty  o f the jungle, w h ich  p ro fits  only the w ealthy, on ly  the 
pow erfu l, and only the arrogant —  tha t is to say, the Americans 
themselves. To the others they th row  a few  carrots, seasoned in  
p len ty o f hum ilia tion , blackm ail, threats and hom icide." —  Mme. 
Ngo D inh  Nhu, as quoted in  the New Y ork  Times, J u ly  19, 1966.

[Th is column is an open forum  
fo r  a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brie f. 
Where necessary they w i l l  be 
abridged. W riters ’ in it ia ls  w il l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

The Scheer Campaign
Albany, Calif.

Y ou r June 27 ed ito ria l gives a 
sectarian evaluation o f the cam­
paign to elect Robert Scheer to 
Congress in  C aliforn ia. A fte r 
g rudging ly adm itting  tha t the 45 
percent vote is “ an encouraging 
sign fo r the an tiw a r movement,”  
you ignore both the specific issues 
of the campaign and certain local 
facts o ff po litica l life .

You are w rong about the Com­
m un ity  fo r New Politics (Scheer 
fo r  Congress) being “ coa lition is t” ; 
i t  is not a llied w ith  any Democrat 
p o litica l organization. In  C a lifo r­
nia, a complex legal process makes 
i t  extrem ely d if f ic u lt  to  get on 
the ba llo t as an independent can­
didate. The campaign’s use of the 
Democratic p rim a ry  was pure ly  
tactica l and few  around here had 
any illusions about the campaign’s 
openly a n ti-pa rty  character —  cer­
ta in ly  no one of the tens of 
thousands of residents reached by 
door-to-door precinct workers. 
G iven the v ir tu a l tw o -p a rty  lim it, 
the p rim ary , w hether Democratic 
o r Republican, here has the char­
acter of a public ra ther than a 
partisan election. You no more 
support the Democratic P arty  by 
vo ting  fo r a radical in  the prim ary  
than you support the Establish­
m ent by vo ting  fo r h im  as an in ­
dependent in  November. The real 
issue is the p la tform .

Rather than having “ sp lit”  the 
peace movement (and " aided the 
ru le rs in  Washington” ), the CNP 
has enlarged and reinforced it, 
p o litic iz ing  a great num ber of new 
people and sparking in ternational 
debate. Many o f the groups who, 
lik e  the VDC, SWP and PLP, 
stayed out, are now accepting col­
laboration w ith  the CNP. The 
planned August 6-9 protest march 
is one instance of this.

However, the CNP looks beyond 
mere protest and even beyond the 
w a r itse lf to  the creation o f ra d i­
cal, grass-roots p o litica l organiza­
tions fo r  the purpose of w inn ing  
power fo r the people and to the 
people. Instead of forecasting our 
se ll-out to  B rown, w hy  don’t  you 
jo in  w ith  us —  and keep us hon­
est?

Gordon M . Poole
Precinct W orker

Course of Action
Los Angeles, Calif.

“ B u t when a long tra in  of 
abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
inva riab ly  the same object, evinces 
a design to reduce them under ab­
solute despotism, i t  is th e ir righ t, 
th e ir duty, to th row  o ff such gov­
ernm ent and to  provide the new 
guards fo r th e ir security.”  That, 
fe llow  workers, is a sentence from  
the Declaration o f Independence 
o f these U nited States, and is 
every b it as m eaningful today as 
i t  was in  1776.

To say tha t there have been a 
“ long tra in  of abuses”  in flic ted  
upon the masses, o r m ino rity  
groups w ith in  the masses, would 
be pu tting  i t  m ild ly , to say the 
least.

Can anyone deny tha t periodic 
depressions and recessions are 
abuses in flic ted  upon the masses 
by the capita list; ru lin g  class 
through th e ir lackies in  govern­
ment?

Can anyone deny tha t the resort 
to destructive wars, fought and 
financed by the masses, are abuses 
against them in flic ted  by the 
ru lin g  class?

Can anyone deny tha t the cre­
ation and use of a secret police- 
type o f agency (F B I) by the “ Jus­
tice”  Department, a fte r Congress

had denied the request fo r th is 
agency, was a b la tan t usurpation 
o f power? Can anyone deny that 
our entrance in to  three d iffe ren t 
wars under presidents elected as 
“ peace”  candidates was an abuse 
in flic te d  upon the masses by the 
ru lin g  class?

Thus, our own declaration of 
independence points out quite 
c learly  the road tha t lies ahead, 
and is today noth ing less than a 
call to revolution. I t  is the rig h t 
and the duty o f every American, 
as w e ll as any other group of 
people in  other lands, to replace 
the old system when i t  no longer 
plays a progressive role in  the 
evolution of m ankind w ith  some­
th ing  new and more compatible 
w ith  the realities o f the present 
w o rld  conditions.

The f irs t and most im portan t 
step fo r anyone to take in  attem pt­
ing to help in  th is task w ould-be 
to  read and in fo rm  yourself as 
much as possible. F ind ou t w hat 
capitalism  is rea lly  a ll about, how 
i t  works, w ha t i t ’s dependent 
upon, who i t  benefits and who 
i t  oppresses. F ind  out w hat the 
tw o-party system is, how i t  works, 
who finances both parties. F ind  
out w ha t M arx ism  is a ll about.

The second step to take should 
be to investigate the various non­
capita lis t po litica l parties. F ind out 
how  th e ir program compares w ith  
your own th ink ing . F ind  out whe­
the r the ir past record has been 
consistent and above reproach 
from  a hum anitarian po in t of 
view.

Hal Morgan

Eyes Opened
D etro it, Mich.

I  have ju s t completed reading 
“ The Autobiography of Malcolm  
X ,”  “ Two Speeches by M alcolm  
X ,”  “ M alcolm  X  Talks to Young 
People,”  and “ When the W ord Is 
Given.”

I  am 23 years old, and after 
reading the words of M alcolm  X  
I  am ashamed tha t I, along w ith  
so many other Afro-Americans, 
have been b lind  and so easily 
m isinform ed fo r  so long. I  on ly 
p ray tha t the sp ir it o f Malcolm  
w il l  fo rg ive  me.

I  am interested in  the introduc­
to ry  o ffe r to The M ilita n t on the 
back cover o f “ Two Speeches by 
M alcolm  X .”  I  am also interested 
in  a ll speeches and lectures given 
by Malcolm  X.

C .D .

Malcolm Vindicated
Gainesville, Fla.

Enclosed is a check fo r  a sub­
scription to The M ilita n t. Y our 
advanced and comprehensive 
coverage of M alcolm  X  in  1964/65 
was excellent. Hope you w il l  con­
tinue to do the same w ith  his 
vind ication, i.e., the movement of 
black power.

D .F .

Anti-Communism 
in Australia

Manuka, Austra lia  
Those o f us involved in  the so­

c ia lis t and an tiw a r movements in  
A ustra lia  are distressed by the re­
ports o f hysterical violence w h ich  
we are receiving from  the U.S., 
in  particu la r, the attack on SWP 
members in  D etro it, o f w hich we 
have only ju s t obtained details.

Continued and fanatica l an ti­
communism is also a feature of 
the A ustra lian government and 
many of the mass media. And de­
spite a recent attem pt on the life  
o f the leader o f the strong Austra­
lia n  Labor P a rty  (w h ich  opposes, 
at least in  part, present U.S. V ie t­
nam po licy), th is hysteria is 
reaching greater proportions. This 
is due at the moment to the pre­
sence in  A ustra lia  o f Dean Rusk 
and his various SEATO cronies.

I t  is obvious tha t the on ly way 
to defeat th is sort of th ing  (short 
of contro lling  the government and 
m edia), is to bu ild  a movement 
so pow erfu l tha t the tr ite  fo r­
mulae and cliches w hich are pu t 
fo rw ard  can no longer be accepted 
unquestioningly by the people. 
Hoping fo r resistance against in ­
tim idation.

R. E. Jessop 
A.N .U . Labor Club 
Secretary

Houston Forum
Houston, Texas 

On Friday, June 24, the Hous­
ton Socialist Forum  had as its 
guest speaker, Otis B row n, Jr., o f

Of Bras and Bridges —  Federal 
agents swooped down on a C hi­
cago company and seized 186 bras­
sieres. They said the manufac­
tu re r’s claims fo r the bras were 
not supported. The government 
said a pamphlet entitled, “ Fam­
ous Designer Steals Golden Gate 
Bridge,”  described the bras as 
using the same cantilever en­
gineering principles used on 
bridges. The company claimed its 
product could “ increase or de­
crease the size of the bust”  and 
tha t among other things, “ the 
w aistline w il l  become inches 
smaller and breast cancer w ould 
be prevented,”

Profitable W ar —  Recent re­
ports tha t the price o f quin ine has 
skyrocketed because o f w ar-crea t­
ed shortages have been refuted 
by a Senate investigating com­
mittee. The committee established 
tha t although there is a p le n tifu l 
supply of the raw  m ateria l fo r  the 
anti-m alaria drug, a Dutch-con­
tro lled  in te rnationa l carte l has 
rigged prices and supplies to  the 
po in t where they have boosted

Sunflower, Miss. A n  enthusiastic 
audience o f about 40 responded 
to his ta lk  about the problems 
and his experiences in  Mississippi 
w ith  a contribu tion  of $84 to the 
bu ild ing  fund  o f the Sunflower 
County C om m unity Center. Due 
to local conditions i t  w i l l  be more 
lik e  a fo r t than a conventional 
bu ild ing . D uring  his stay here in  
Houston, he also addressed a Fel­
lowship meeting o f the Pure L ig h t 
Baptist M ission and a school in ­
tegration ra lly .

Fred Brode

The Great Society
Dallas, Texas

You hear a lo t of hot a ir  about 
w ha t these cha rity  hospitals do 
fo r people. B u t I  can te ll tha t 
unless you can rea lly  pay they 
do damn lit t le . I ’m  su ffering from  
cancer o f the gro in  and the doc­
tors ju s t le t i t  grow  worse and 
worse before they tr ie d  to do any­
thing.

Poor people have to do w ithou t 
a lo t of things they rea lly  need. 
M y husband’s shoes are no good, 
so he stepped on a na il and i t  
w ent r ig h t in to  his foot. He d idn ’t

the ir p ro fits  by 559 percent in  the 
past tw o years. Wholesale prices 
of quinidine, a quinine derivative 
used by heart patients, have 
jum ped from  78 cents an ounce 
to $3.86 an ounce.

No Swastika? —  The U .S .-fi­
nanced Saigon regime has pu r­
chased a re b u ilt four-engine plane 
fo r H itle r-lov ing  d ic ta tor K y . Said 
to cost a cool h a lf m illion , i t  fea­
tures a bar, T V  set and stereo 
sound. I t  has a b ig  gold stripe 
runn ing  down the side.

Tbe Sociological Im agination —
A fte r extensive research, tw o U n i­
ve rs ity  o f Chicago experts con­
cluded tha t i f  you are w e ll o ff 
financ ia lly  and have a good edu­
cation, you are lik e ly  to live  
longer than i f  you are poor and 
have l it t le  education. Supported 
by a $1,017,000 federal grant, the 
experts w il l  now seek to determine 
w hy th is is. One o f them  did spe-

get a tetanus shot. I t  probably 
costs around $5.

M y leg is swelled up and I  have 
noth ing to wear on it,  so I  have 
to  use one of his overshoes.

Mrs. Thelma L a d e

Convinced
Boulder, Colo.

Enclosed please fin d  $1.50 for 
a subscription to the In te rna tiona l 
Socialist Review  and $3 for a sub­
scription to The M ilita n t.

I  wish to thank The M ilita n t  for 
having convinced me tha t capital­
ism, and especially U.S. im peria l­
ism, is the biggest exp lo iter o f a ll 
the w o rk ing  people of the w orld .

L .O .

Timely Question
Sap Diego, Calif.

A TTE N TIO N  A M ER IC AN S J 
President Johnson, w ith  the ap­
prova l o f his rubber-stamp Con­
gress, is using 58 cents o f every 
do lla r tha t the government takes 
in  to feed the w ar machine that 
is k i ll in g  you r sons, husbands and 
brothers. W hat are you going to  
do about it?

Thomas Zelner

culate tha t i t  may possibly be 
due “ to a va rie ty  o f things —  
such as poorer housing, poorer 
environm ental and sanitary con­
ditions, poorer access to  m odem  
medicine.”  He thought “ i t  seemed 
lik e ly ”  poor people don’t  get good 
medical care.

Those W ily Orientals —  Dis­
cussing the prospects fo r negotia­
tions w ith  Hanoi, Seymour Top­
ping o f the New Y ork  Times ex­
plained: “ I t  has been characteris­
tic  of Asian Communists to  re ­
main in transigent in  dealings w ith  
the West u n til a moment arrives 
when some tactical advantage is 
to be gained by negotiating.”

How to Get U.S. A id  —  M arshal
A rth u r Costa, the B raz ilian  brass 
hat chosen by d ic ta tor Castelo 
Branco to succeed h im  as presi­
dent, says those who are ca lling  
fo r  elections by popular vote "just 
w ant to pu t the Communists back, 
in  power.”

Announcing The 
Summer 1966

International Socialist Review
Includes the fu ll tex t of Cuban Communist P arty  leader 

B l as Roca’s attack on the Fourth  In ternational printed in  the  
Mexican magazine P o lit ica and a rep ly  to B l as Roca by Joseph 
Hansen, editor of The M ilita n t.

□  Please send me the summer IS R  for 50^.
□  Please send me a year’s subscription to the IS R  for 

for $1.50.

In ternational Socialist Review  
873 Broadw ay, N ew  Y o rk , N .Y . 10003

Name  

Street 

C ity  .... State . •Zip..

FOR

N E W  R E A D E R S
If you are a new reader and would like to get better 

acquainted, you may obtain a special four-month Intro­
ductory subscription by sending this blank and $1 to

THE MILITANT
873 Broadway 

New York, N. Y. 10003

Name ............................................... .......... .... ................... ........ ................

S tree t ....................      Z ip....... ........ ....

C ity   ....................— ............. ...........—--------------State ........... ....... ..........

I t Was Reported in the Press
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POLICE VIOLENCE

Behind The Chicago Eruption
By B ill M o lle t

CHICAGO — Once again, fo r 
the second tim e in  less than a 
year, a section o f Chicago’s black 
ghetto has erupted in  seething 
fu ry  against the w h ite  power 
structure.

This explosive reaction came in 
the wake of a recent outburst by 
the Spanish-speaking com m unity 
in  Chicago. They, too, were re ­
be lling  against police terrorism  
and economic deprivation.

W hile  there is always an in ­
cident tha t w i l l  spark the erup­
tion  — usually a barbaric display 
of police b ru ta lity  —  the  causes 
fo r the eruption go deep in to  the 
trad itiona l and systematic m al­
treatm ent of b lack people in  C h i­
cago and the nation as a whole.

The w h ite  capita list press w ould 
have us believe tha t the cause of 
the eruption was simple. They 
theorize tha t the Negroes became 
too hot, so they decided to tu rn  
on fire  hydrants to  cool off, like  
going t o the w ater hole. Now, 
since i t  is un law fu l to tu rn  on the 
fire  hydrants, when the cops saw 
them  on, they wished to honor the 
law  by enforcing it.  Negroes then 
became enraged and called the 
officers bad names. N ot only that, 
they even th rew  rocks and assort­
ed missiles at the police. The 
police only re luc tan tly  defended 
themselves, try in g  not to fu rthe r 
in flam e passions. And so, accord­
ing  to the press, i t  was necessary 
to arrest a couple o f people who 
were s tirr in g  up trouble. But 
otherwise, as the mayor and arch­
bishop of Chicago were to say, 
“  . . i t  was ju s t a juven ile  fo ray.”

B u t the residents of the area 
described i t  d iffe ren tly .

Some people turned on a fire

hydrant. The police came and 
turned i t  o ff. The people again 
turned i t  on. When the police ap­
peared a second tim e to tu rn  o ff 
the hydrant, a group fro lick in g  
in  the spray protested. They were 
protesting because i t  is a common 
practice in  w h ite  neighborhoods 
to tu rn  on fire  hydrants w ithou t 
fear of police reprisal.

Among the protesters was a 
small 11-year-old black boy. A 
Negro cop grabbed h im  roughly, 
handcuffed him , and began to lead 
h im  to a patro l car. As the Negro 
cop was carry ing  the youngster to 
the car, a w hite  cop came and 
smashed the boy on the head w ith  
his b illy  club, w h ile  shouting ob­
scenities at him . This, the resi­
dents say, started the whole thing.

K in g ’s Pleas 
The day was Tuesday, Ju ly  12, 

1966. O n ly tha t past Sunday,'Mar­
tin  L u the r K ing, Jr., had led a 
protest ra lly  at Soldiers F ie ld and 
then marched to C ity  H all, plac­
ing his “ Thesis fo r an Open C ity " 
on the doors. W hile i t  can be 
argued tha t K in g  is not the voice 
of the ghetto, no one can deny 
tha t he knows its mood. A ll  d u r­
ing the previous week, he had 
pleaded w ith  M ayor Daley and 
his cronies to “ give h im  some con­
cessions and victories”  so that 
violence would not “ become in ­
evitable.”

When the police clubbing of the 
11-year-o ld boy occurred, i t  
sparked the deep-going outburst 
against in tolerable conditions. 
M any poor people had grievances 
against the w h ite  shopkeepers who 
had sold them in fe rio r goods at 
h igher prices. The eruption gath­
ered momentum through Wednes­
day w ith  continued appropriation

New Cleveland Outbreak 
Result of White Violence

CLEVELAND, July 20 —  Two 
Negroes have been killed by bul­
lets during the last two nights in 
the Hough section of Cleveland. 
National Guardsmen have joined 
police in attacking the Negro com­
m unity here during the ghetto out­
burst

K illed  are Percy Giles, 36, shot 
through the head, and Mrs. Joyce 
A rnett, 26, also shot in the head 
w hile she was trying to reach her 
small children.

A t least two other Negroes have 
been wounded by gunfire, and six 
police and one firem an were in ­
jured by rocks and bottles. Over 
100 people have been arrested.

By Rachel Towne
C LEVELAN D  — The ghetto out­

break now in  process followed an 
eruption during  the week of June 
23.

The outburst centered around 
the shooting of 10-year-old Steven 
G r if f in  by a passing w hite  m otor­
ist. Residents of the area are con­
vinced tha t a local w h ite  m er­
chant, Stanley Gale, is responsi­
ble, although a grand ju ry  decided 
not to b ring  charges against him.

On June 23, a large group of 
people were standing in fro n t of 
the Jomo “ Freedom”  Kenyatta 
house, a com m unity center in  the 
ghetto. A car w ith  tw o w hite men 
in  i t  drove by and opened fire  
on the crowd, h ittin g  young G r if­
f in  in  the stomach. The crowd 
returned the fire  and three bu l­
lets h it  the car.

G r if f in  was taken to a hospital 
(he has since been released and 
is recovering). The car was iden­
tif ie d  by residents o f the neighbor­
hood as tha t of Stanley Gale. 
Gale’s car is the same make and 
model as the assailant’s; i t  has 
three bu lle t holes in  it, and when

stopped by police, he had a gun 
in  the glove compartment.

The conservative NAACP issued 
a statement that they were “ con­
cerned tha t police are not fo llow ­
ing the generally accepted legal 
procedures”  in the ir investigation 
of the shooting. The police refused 
to adm it the existence of any w it ­
nesses except G r if f in  and his bro­
ther, although many people saw 
the crime.

Robert Jones, a witness to the 
shooting and a counselor at the 
J “ F ”  K  house, explained that 
the recent clashes stemmed from  
several weeks of racial conflicts 
between teenagers in  the ghetto 
and in  an a ll-w hite  area adjacent 
to the ghetto. Negro youths have 
been beaten by groups of whites, 
have been forced out of parks and 
playgrounds and have b e e n  
harassed and robbed on the streets.

Appeal Denied 
In  the w hite  area, signs have 

been scrawled declaring “ No Ne­
groes A llow ed.”  Residents of the 
ghetto appealed fo r police protec­
tion, according to Jones, but this 
was denied. When residents real­
ized the police would not aid them, 
they to ld the cops they would “ pro­
tect themselves.”

A r t  Evans, chairman of the 
United Freedom Movement, feels 
that “ the kids involved here have 
no fear of the police and under­
stand the problem of dual law  
enforcement better than the so- 
called Negro leadership.”

He thinks that “ the kids on 
the street have gotten no conces­
sions meaningful to them from  
the government. They are not in ­
terested in  w ork ing  fo r $1.25 an 
hour,”  as the government tra in ing  
programs prepare people to do. 
“ They w ant w hat everyone else 
wants, and they want i t  now.”

of the goods in  the stores in the 
area.

I t  reached its peak Thursday 
when more than 900 cops were 
unable to subdue and contain the 
800 square blocks holding more 
than 300,000 people.

A t th is point, the c ity  bosses 
decided to crush the Negroes. 
F o rty -five  t h o u s a n d  national 
guardsmen were called. Some of 
these units had jus t recently un­
dergone special tra in ing  fo r V ie t­
nam.

The police and national guard 
attacked the com m unity w ith  clubs 
and guns. The people defended 
themselves as best as they could.

A t least 300 black people were 
taken to the ja ils . The number of 
wounded is not known, bu t i t  is 
probably in  the hundreds. S ix cops 
required some fo rm  of hospitaliza­
tion, one being seriously wounded. 
Two Negroes were k illed , Ray­
mond W illiam s and a 14-year-old 
mother-to-be, Rosalynd Howard.

This reporter talked to a person 
on the scene where Rosalynd 
Howard was shot. He claimed that 
he and tw o other persons saw a 
cop shoot her in  cold blood. He 
w ent on to say that they were 
g iv ing depositions to a c iv il rights 
lawyer.

M ayor Daley claimed that the 
eruption was K in g ’s fau lt. K ing  
aw kw ard ly  countered tha t Negroes 
had to be given something. They 
were. They now w il l  a llow  Ne­
groes to open the ir fire  hydrants 
—  in  fact, they’l l  even give them 
sprinklers, too. They’re going to 
provide mobile sw im m ing pools, 
also. B u t were these things the 
cause o f the eruption?

There were many attempts to 
blame the eruption on “ outside 
agitators.”  Twenty-one members 
of ACT, a m ilita n t c iv il rights 
group, were arrested in the home 
of a friend. They were tenta tive ly  
booked on treason, a crim e punish­
able by death in  Illino is . Sup­
posedly, they had masterminded

Courtesy Chicago Daily Defender

Y O U N G  V IC T IM  OF C H IC A G O  P O L IC E . Cops beat very young 
and old in an effort to “ restore order.” This blood-spattered  
youngster who has had his upper front teeth knocked out was 
backed into by a police car.

the entire West Side disturbance.  
A fte r posting bond, ACT members 
were told they would be arrested 
on sight. One member of the West 
Side ACT attempted to return 
home. He was p rom ptly  arrested 
again. He cannot go home.

The conservative Chicago-Trib- 
une on Sat., Ju ly  16, proposed 
that “ the u n ru ly  elements ought 
to be banished from  the c ity .”  I f  
there were any legal obstacles to 
banishment, they proposed “ the

police department ought to resort 
to the harassment tactics of the 
Capone era, when gangsters were 
ja iled whenever they showed the ir 
faces.”

B u t the real causes o f the out­
burst are to be found in  lack of 
po litica l representation, substan­
dard housing, high unemployment, 
police terrorism  and the many 
uncounted da ily  abuses w hich ac­
cumulate to produce these explo­
sions.

ROY WILKINS' ATTACK

NAACP Parley Debates Black Power
By D ella  Rossa

LOS ANGELES— The question of 
“ B lack power”  dominated the con­
vention of the National Associa­
tion fo r the Advancement of Col­
ored People, which ended its ses­
sions here on Ju ly  9 after passing 
a resolution tha t would soften the 
more conservative, m iddle-class 
organization’s attitude toward the 
m ilita n t “ young Turks.”

Roy W ilk ins, NAACP executive 
director, opened the convention 
w ith  a keynote speech equating 
“ black power”  w ith  “ black death.” 
Cries fo r “ black power”  and 
moves like  the one to tu rn  Watts 
in to an independent Freedom C ity 
“ o ffe r a disadvantaged m ino rity  
l it t le  except the chance to shrivel 
and die,”  he said.

“ Though [b lack power] be c la ri­
fied and c la rified  again . . .  in 
the quick, uncritica l and ' h igh ly 
emotional adoption i t  has received 
from  some segments of a be­
leaguered people, i t  can mean in 
the end only black death.”

A t the same time, W ilk ins  blast­
ed Los Angeles M ayor Samuel 
Y o rty ’s a n ti-r io t b ill, la ter passed 
by the C aliforn ia  legislature, as 
one which “ allows a policeman to 
judge whether an utterance or an 
act is an incitement to r io t,”  and 
“ provides an easy device fo r police 
abuse and denial of constitu tiona l­
ly  guaranteed rights of freedom 
of expression.”

In  one meeting, W ilk ins  warned 
officers of branches tha t they had 
better be careful o f the ir outside 
a ffilia tions. This was a reference,

in one case, to the Los Angeles 
branches’ a ffilia tio n  w ith  the 
Temporary A lliance of Local O r­
ganizations (T A L O ).

Later in  the convention, dele­
gates heard “ B rother Lennie” 
Eggleston, captain of the Com­
m unity  A le rt Patrol, which was 
organized by TALO  to observe po­
lice activ ity . “ B rother Lennie,”  a 
spokesman fo r the ghetto, to ld the 
predom inately middle-class dele­
gates, “ Because you’re in  the 
house, you’ve forgotten your b ro­
ther in  the fie ld .”

Delegates who are considering

support of the “ black power”  con­
cept of independent Negro ac tiv ity  
gave the TALO  spokesman a 
warm reception.

Rev. James Jones, a dissident 
member of the McCone Commis­
sion, presented the delegates a 
sharply d iffe ren t v iew  of “ black 
power”  from  tha t taken by W il­
kins. Rev. Jones urged the NAACP 
to “ accept the challenge of de­
fin ing  black power and m aking i t  
honorable and a factual pa rt of 
the total power structure in 
Am erica.”

Rev. Jones brought in to  focus 
an obvious feeling by some 
NAACP members tha t the organi­
zation must pu t itse lf in  closer 
touch w ith  Negroes in  the urban 
ghettos.

The NAACP, he said, “ should 
not be scared in to  a position of 
defense by the power structure 
w ith  regard to the question of 
b lack power or Freedom C ity .”

Freedom C ity  is the proposed 
name fo r a separately incorporat­
ed Watts envisioned by local mem­
bers of the Student Nonvio lent 
Coordinating Committee and oth­
ers.

Rev. Jones noted tha t h istory is 
fille d  w ith  references to “ eccle­
siastical power,”  “ Democratic 
power,”  “ Republican power,”  “ eco­
nomic power”  and “ Mexican p o lit­
ical power.”

“ When Negroes organize to 
benefit themselves and to advance 
the ir fu tu re ,”  he said, “ they have 
to do i t  by organizing th e ir power. 
And, since we’re black, tha t’s 
black power.”Roy W ilk in s


