
NEW YO R K —  Im m ediate ly a f­
te r the Sept. 29 fire -bom bing of 
the headquarters of the Socialist 
W orkers Party, Judy White, SWP 
candidate fo r governor, to ld  news 
men:

“ I f  the rig h t-w in g  terrorists 
th in k  they can in tim ida te  us by 
such tactics, they are mistaken. We 
intend to continue our opposition 
to Am erican in tervention in  V ie t­
nam and our opposition to John­
son’s escalation of the war. We 
w il l  continue to demand the im ­
mediate w ithd raw a l o f U. S. 
troops.

“ We appeal to a ll opponents of 
the w ar in  V ietnam  to ra lly  w ith  
expressions of so lida rity  against 
the pattern o f violence being used 
in  hope of silencing opposition to 
Johnson’s d rive  tow ard a w ar w ith  
China and a possible nuclear ca­
tastrophe. Answer the terrorists 
by closing ranks.”

The fire -bom bing  occurred at 
approxim ately 5:40 a.m. Between 
tw o  and fo u r gasoline bombs were 
hurled at the windows of the SWP 
offices by fou r un identified  men. 
Police said a witness to ld  them 
he had seen the men ligh ting  the 
bottles in  the street below the 
headquarters, w hich are on the 
second floor.

The bombs h it  one w indow  in 
the national office of the SWP 
and one in  the ed ito ria l o ffice of 
The M ilita n t  w hich is im m ediate­
ly  adjacent. The bombs failed to 
break the windows, b u t the one 
tha t h it the w indow  in  the SWP 
office set fire  to the bu ild ing  and 
the entire  w indow  fram e had to 
be chopped out by firem en. F o r­
tunate ly, no one was in ju red  a l­
though workers were already com­
ing  in to  the bu ild ing.

According to the police, sev­
era l people saw the fou r men who 
hurled  the bombs and fled on foot, 
bu t none w ould  be able to iden­
t i fy  them.

The response of the an tiw ar and 
rad ica l forces was immediate and 
encouraging. In  the hours fo llo w ­
ing the attack, statements of soli­
d a rity  were issued by a w ide 
range o f organizations and public 
figures. (See page 4.)

In  her pub lic  statement, Judy 
W hite  pointed out tha t the f ire - 
bombing was pa rt of a clearly 
established national pattern  of 
such r ig h t-w in g  attacks. She 
pointed to the several attacks on

The Rev. A. J. Muste, dean of 
Am erican pacifism , has joined 
w ith  other independent voters in  
endorsing the Socialist W orkers 
gubernatoria l ticke t as a means of 
registering opposition to the V ie t­
nam w ar. Rev. Muste is chairman

Fort Hood 3 Rally 
Set at Town Hall
N E W  Y O R K  —  A  meeting  

to pay tribute  to the Fort 
Hood Three w ill be held at 
Tow n H a ll, 113 W . 43rd St., 
on Sunday evening Oct. 9. 
Speakers w ill include author 
D w igh t MacDonald, cartoon­
ist Jules Feiffer, D avid  D e l­
linger who just returned from  
Saigon, Lincoln Lynch of 
CORE, and Stanley F au lk ­
ner, attorney fo r the three  
GIs who w ere imprisoned for 
refusing to go to V ietnam .

the Communist P arty  headquar­
ters, the bombing of the W.E.B. 
DuBois Clubs headquarters in  
San Francisco and the bombing of 
the Berkeley V ietnam  Day head­
quarters.

A ll  o f this, she said, is pa rt of 
the grow ing pattern of violence 
bred by the Washington w a r- 
makers, a pattern tha t received 
shocking expression when a fana­
tica l anti-com m unist walked in to  
the D e tro it headquarters o f the

of the New Y ork  F if th  Avenue 
Vietnam  Peace Parade C om m it­
tee and chairman o f the national 
an tiw ar November 8 M obilization.

Others who have endorsed the 
SWP slate as a means o f protest­
ing the w ar include such figures 
as Edward Keating, editor of 
Ramparts; Paul Sweezy, co-editor 
o f M onth ly Review; l ite ra ry  critic , 
M axw e ll Geismar; L a tin  American 
authority, John Gerassi; and F e lix  
McGowan, f o r m e r  M arykno ll 
priest.

Oppose W ar
The SWP campaign committee 

has asked independent voters to 
lend th e ir names to a newspaper 
advertisement, to  be published the 
last week of the campaign. The ad 
w il l  state tha t w h ile  they may not 
agree w ith  other planks in  the 
SWP p la tfo rm , the sponsors are 
asking support fo r the ticke t as a 
means of registering opposition to 
the V ietnam  war.

N early a hundred independent 
voters have already given the ir

Socialist W orkers P arty  last spring 
and shot three young men, k ill in g  
one and wounding two.

The fire -bom bing d id not seri­
ously in te rfe re  w ith  the function­
ing of the SWP or The M ilitan t. 
The next evening, the M ilita n t 
Labor Forum, w hich shares space 
on the same floor, held a large, 
successful meeting in so lidarity 
w ith  Hugo Blanco and other v ic­
tims o f po litica l repression in  La ­
tin  America.

NEW YO R K  —  A t a press con­
ference here Sept. 29, Judy White, 
Socialist W orkers nominee fo r 
governor, scored M ayor Lindsay 
fo r fa iling  to speak out against 
the u ltra -righ tis ts  who bombed 
the headquarters of the Commun­
ist P arty  and fire-bom bed the o f­
fices of the Socialist W orkers 
Party.

The press conference was held 
at the SWP headquarters shortly 
a fte r the bombing. Cameramen 
and reporters were present from  
ABC -TV , N BC -TV  and CBS-TV. 
There were reporters from  the As­
sociated Press, the New York  
Times and The W orker.

Several of the reporters tried  
to e lic it from  Miss W hite  the pre­
cise moves she expected Mayor 
Lindsay and the police to make. 
Exp la in ing  this was a police m at­
ter, she insisted the basic problem 
was tha t the c ity  adm inistration 
must demonstrate i t  recognizes

the g rav ity  of such crimes and 
put its  enormous resources in to  
play to cope w ith  the problem.

M ayor L indsay’s refusal to  
speak out on the issue, she in ­
sisted, on ly  encourages those who 
perpetrate such deeds.

I t  was fu rth e r suggested to the 
newsmen tha t they s im ply con­
sider w hat measures m ight be 
taken i f  the m ayor’s o ffice  were 
fire-bom bed in  a s im ila r way.

In  a telephone in te rv iew  w ith  
CBS-radio, Miss W hite  said she 
was certain tha t the fact her 
campaign is centered on opposi­
tion to the V ietnam w ar was clear­
ly  a factor in  the attack.

In  her discussion w ith  the re­
porters, she explained the pattern 
o f attacks tha t have occurred on 
antiw ar and le ft-w in g  groups and 
emphasized tha t not a single per­
son has been apprehended. “ They 
haven’t  even come up w ith  a single 
suspect," she said.

Fire-Bombing of SWP 
Evokes Wide Protest

Joins Independents Urging Antiwar Vote

A. J. Muste Endorses SWP Slate
endorsement to the ad. Among 
the recent ones, w ith  organizations 
listed fo r identifica tion  purposes, 
are:

Peter Bobrick, Columbia U n i­
versity Independent Committee on 
Vietnam; Prof. Vernon of Colum­
bia U n ivers ity ; Simone A. Fidak, 
Women S trike  fo r Peace; Donna 
Gould, F if th  Avenue Vietnam  
Peace Parade Committee; N ick 
Gruenberg, Columbia U n ivers ity  
Independent Committee on V ie t­
nam; F rank Kofsky, historian and 
jazz c ritic ; Denzil and M arv in  
L o n g t o n ,  Citizens Campaign 
Against Napalm, James Petras, 
U n ivers ity  of C a liforn ia  facu lty ; 
Peter Seidman, Columbia U niver­
sity Independent Committee on 
Vietnam.

On Friday, Oct. 7, 11 p.m., Hed- 
da Garza, SWP candidate fo r 
Congress in  the 17th CD, w il l  ap­
pear on the B a rry  G ray Show, sta­
tion W MCA. Judy W hite  w il l  be 
on the Casper C itro  Show, Oct. 10, 
11 p .m., station WRFM.

Johnson’s Attack 
On GE Workers

President Johnson’s in te rven tion  to force postponement o f 
the  G eneral E lec tric  s tr ike  constitutes one m ore th rea t to  the 
independence o f the trade union movement.

The governm ent in te rven tion  is on behalf o f the g ian t elec­
tr ic a l monopoly. P a rticu la r ly  sin ister is Johnson’s jing o is tic  dem­
agogy about V ie tnam  w a r production.

For a long tim e  now, U.S. corporations have re lied  on gov­
ernm ent in te rven tion  to  ham string the unions and th w a rt th e ir  
leg itim ate  demands. This was g iven an added tw is t w ith  John­
son’s insistence on his phony wage guidelines w h ich  w ou ld  freeze 
rea l wages by ty in g  them  to  p ro d u c tiv ity  ra the r than to  the  ris ing  
cost o f liv in g , and w ou ld  do so w ith o u t regard to soaring cor­
poration pro fits.

The present moves by the Johnson adm in istra tion  to d ictate 
the term s o f the GE settlem ent, i f  successful, w i l l  mean the 
w orkers w i l l  be cheated out o f an adequate wage raise and —  o f 
decisive im portance —  a wage-escalator clause so essential to  cope 
w ith  fast r is in g  prices.

I f  the fla g -w a v ing  demagogy about the V ie tnam  w a r is per- 
m itted  to go unchallenged, i t  w i l l  mean th a t fro m  now on every 
union demand, no m atte r how modest, w i l l  be greeted w ith  the 
re fra in : “ Don’t  you know  there ’s a w a r on!”  I t  w i l l  become a 
m a jo r weapon in  the d rive  to  curb strikes. This is one more 
reason w hy  labor should oppose the w ar in  V ietnam .

The w a lkou t o f 20,000 GE w orkers in  defiance o f Johnson 
shows the ran k  and f i le  is ready to  f ig h t fo r  its  rights. However, 
i f  the o ffic ia ls  o f the In te rna tiona l Union o f E lectrica l W orkers, 
and those associated w ith  them, continue to  go along w ith  John- 
son on h is fake V ie tnam  “ emergency,”  labor w i l l  pay a ve ry  heavy 
price.
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Announced a t M ilitant Labor Forum

A fte r a lo t o f s ta lling  and 
w h itt lin g  down of demands made 
b y  organized labor, Congress has 
passed and Johnson has signed 
a new m in im um  wage law . I t  
raises the present m in im um  of 
$1.25 an hour to $1.40 next Feb­
rua ry  and then to $1.60, a year 
la te r. These increases are re ­
stricted to some 30 m illio n  w o rk ­
ers fo r whom the $1.25 m in im um  
is  now in  effect. Most o f them 
a lready receive wages above the 
new  m inim um s, w hich they have 
w on through union contracts. Only 
an estimated fo u r m illio n  now 
earn less than $1.40 an hour.

The new law  grants second- 
class status to about e ight m illio n  
w orkers who w il l  fo r  the f irs t 
tim e come under federal wage 
legislation. Included are workers 
In  re ta il trade, non-teaching 
s c h o o l  occupations, hospitals, 
laundries, restaurants, hotels, ag ri­
cu ltu ra l processing, ta x i d riv ing , 
logging, public transit, cotton 
g inn ing and miscellaneous serv­
ices. A lso included are workers 
on farms tha t employ seven or 
m o r e  fu ll- t im e , year-round 
people. The restriction means tha t 
three out o f fo u r fa rm  laborers 
are le ft en tire ly  out in  the cold, 
as are m illions of other workers.

Those new ly  included under 
federal law  get only a cut-ra te  
m in im um  wage o f $1.00 an hour, 
s ta rting  next February. A fte r that, 
th e ir ra te  w il l  increase in  annual 
d rib le ts of 15 cents and they won’t 
reach the $1.60 scale u n til 1971.

The fraudu len t character of the 
new m in im um  wage law , which 
the  Johnson adm inistration pa­
rades as a boon fo r labor, is i l ­
lustrated by a curren t report of 
the Senate Subcommittee on M i­
g ra tory Labor. The report shows 
the average wage fo r  a ll fa rm  
laborers last year at $1.09 an hour, 
as against a general fac to ry  aver­
age of $2.64. Those few  farm  
w orkers w ho come under the new 
la w  are promised a m in im um  
wage of $1.00 an hour nex t Feb-
ru ary.   

Among those s ti l l  excluded 
from  coverage under the m in im um  
wage law  are many w ho must 
re ly  on pub lic  re lie f to  supple­
m ent the starvation wages re­
ceived on th e ir jobs. These w o rk ­
ers, lik e  those who w i l l  now get 
cu t-ra te  coverage, usually have 
to  liv e  in  slums where they are 
gouged w ith  robber rents. A l l  of 
them  are among those w orst h it  
b y  runaw ay prices fo r  the neces­
sities o f life . T he ir l ife  in  the

BOSTON
OBSERVATIONS O N  VIETNAM  SO­

CIETY. Speaker: Dr. Patrick D. W all,
physiologist on M IT faculty who recent­
ly visited Vietnam. Fri., O ct. 14, 8:15 
p.m. 295 Huntington Ave., Room 307 
(One block from Mass. Ave.) Ausp. M ili­
tant Labor Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES 

MARXIST CO M M EN TAR Y. A  bi-week­
ly analysis o f the news by Theodor# Ed­
wards, So. C alif. chairman of the So­
cialist Workers Party. Mon., O ct. 17, 6 
p.m. (repeated Thurs. O ct. 20, I p.m.) 
KPFK-FM (90.7 on your d ia l).

•
N E W  YORK  

Symposium: W H IC H  PARTY W ILL  
BEST ADVANCE SO C IA L PROGRESS 
IN  N E W  YORK? Panelists: Martin Ber-
ger, past president o f the Village Inde­
pendent Democratic Club; a representa­
tive from the Liberal Party; and Judy 
W hite, Socialist Workers Party candi­
date for Governor. Fri., O ct. 14, 8:30 
p.m. 873 Broadway, at 18th St. Contrib. 
$1. Ausp. M ilitant Labor Forum.

•
T W IN  CITIES 

A  POLITICAL PROGRAM FOR THE 
A N TIW A R  MOVEMENT. Speaker, Joe 
Johnson, Socialist Workers Party candi­
date for U.S. Senator from Minnesota. 
Fri., O ct. 14, 8:30 p.m. 704 Hennepin 
Ave. Ausp. M ilitant Labor Forum.

“ Great Society”  is a bleak one, 
w ith  no chance o f serious help 
from  the capita lis t politic ians who 
practice tokenism and gradualism 
where the needs of w ork ing  people 
are concerned.

*  *  *

A n item  in the C hristian Science 
M onito r o f Sept. 9 states: “ Wash­
ington is w atching Negro unem­
ploym ent at home w ith  k n it-  
browed concern. Some experts are 
j it te ry . The figures hover exces­
sively high.

“ Negro joblessness has rocketed 
to nearly 2% times tha t of whites. 
Some 8.2 percent of Negro w o rk ­
ers are jobless; on ly  3.4 percent 
o f the w h ite  labor force is.

“ A  para lle l concern centers on 
V ietnam . Unpublished Negro ca­
sualty figures po in t up tha t many 
underprivileged Negro men, frus­
tra ted by job  opportunities else­
where, gravita te  to the armed 
services.

“ Negro V ietnam  involvem ent 
and joblessness, taken together, 
indicate tha t when things get tig h t
—  when the labor m arket narrows 
or w ar erupts —  the underp ri­
vileged tend to take the b lun te r 
end of the blow.

“ The adm inistration worries 
lest th is  situation add to c iv il-  
rights unrest.”

*  « •

The Am erican C iv il L iberties 
U nion has urged the Supreme 
C ourt to  set aside the 1964 ju ry  
tam pering convictions o f Team­
sters U nion president James R. 
H offa  and one of his lawyers, Z. T. 
Osborn, Jr., on the ground that 
techniques used by government 
inform ers to obtain evidence in ­
crim ina ting  the tw o men violated 
the Fourth  Amendment’s r ig h t o f 
p rivacy guarantee.

In  one of tw o b r i e f s  sub­
m itted, the c iv il liberties organiza­
tion  contended tha t Edward Grady 
P artin , a Teamsters U nion local 
o ffic ia l, who was h im self in  
trouble  w ith  the law  on a k id ­
napping charge, was asked by the 
government to serve as an in ­
fo rm er and report i f  he saw “ any 
evidence of ju ry  tam pering or 
other illega l activities.”  P a rtin ’s 
search fo r  evidence against H offa 
in  the Teamsters leader’s priva te  
hotel quarters was a forced entry, 
the A C LU  asserted, since “ the 
consent was procured by P a rtin ’s 
concealment o f h is ro le as a gov­
ernm ent spy and his passing h im ­
self o ff as a loya l friend .”

A  second b rie f concerned en­
trapm ent of Osborn by Robert D. 
V ick , a N ashville  police o ffice r 
and special employe of the F B I. 
Use o f spies and encouraging 
crime, the b rie f argued, “ repre­
sent an especially pernicious in ­
trusion in to  privacy, fo r  b y  using 
such tactics, (1) society tries to 
fe rre t out not m erely tangib le ex­
ternals, bu t the suspect’s words 
and inner thoughts; (2) i t  operates 
by deception and w ith o u t notice; 
and (3) i t  makes the suspect the 
instrum ent o f his own destruc­
tion .”

The A C LU  added tha t “ few  
things cause greater resentment 
and, u ltim a te ly , contempt fo r  the 
la w  than the use o f an entrapper 
who may h im self be a 'd rug ad­
dict, pickpocket, p im p or petty 
c rim ina l.’ ”

A m e r i c a ' s  R o a d  

t o  S o c i a l i s m

By James P. Cannon

50 cents

MERIT PUBLISHERS 
S East Third St..

New York, N. Y. 10003

NEW YO R K —  In it ia l steps to 
establish a committee to aid v ic ­
tim s of po litica l repression in  La tin  
Am erica were announced at a spe­
c ia l meeting o f the M ilita n t Labor 
Forum, Sept. 30. Paul Sweezy, co- 
ed itor o f the independent socialist 
magazine, M onth ly  Review, and 
D avid  Dellinger, ed ito r of the pa­
c ifis t magazine, L iberation, have 
agreed to act as in it ia t in g  co- 
chairmen o f such a committee.

The M ilita n t Labor Forum  meet­
ing  was called in  so lida rity  w ith  
Hugo Blanco, A do lfo  G illy , V ic to r 
Rico Galan and other po litica l p r i­
soners in  L a tin  America. Speakers 
at the meeting were: Paul Swee­
zy; John Gerassi, author o f The 
Great Fear in  L a tin  Am erica; 
Joseph Hansen, ed itor o f The M il i ­
tan t; and R ichard Garza, Socialist 
W orkers nominee fo r L t. Gov­
ernor.

In  response to an appeal by 
George Novack, who chaired the 
meeting, the audience contributed 
$195 to help in itia te  the Sweezy- 
D ellinger committee.

R ichard Garza discussed the ac­
tiv itie s  and views o f Hugo Blanco, 
the Peruvian T ro tsky is t peasant 
leader who was ju s t sentenced to 
25 years in  prison by a m ilita ry  
tr ibuna l.

Paul Sweezy reported on the 
present situation of A do lfo  G illy  
and V ic to r Rico Galan, who are 
being held w ith  others as po litica l 
prisoners in  Mexico. G illy , w e ll-  
know n A rgentin ian  radical w r ite r 
on L a tin  Am erican affa irs, was 
ja iled  in  Mexico C ity  last June 
w ith  others w ho are associated 
w ith  the group led by J. Posadas. 
Rico Galan, prom inent le ft-w in g  
M exican journa lis t, is a vigorous

supporter of the Cuban Revolu­
tion. He was arrested in  August, 
w ith  others, and is being held in  
the same prison as G illy .

Sweezy read excerpts from  a 
le tte r he received from  G illy , re ­
porting  tha t prison conditions had 
im proved since the in it ia l period 
fo llow ing  his arrest when he was 
subjected to the most extreme to r­
tures. However, he added, he, 
Rico Galan and the others were 
now isolated from  the rest o f the 
prisoners. He said excellent re la ­
tions and a s p ir it o f genuine com­
radeship prevailed among the po­
lit ic a l prisoners.

John Gerassi gave a m oving ac­
count o f how the B razilian  Pea­
sant League was founded by Joâo 
F irm ino, a peasant who started 
out w ith  the determ ination to w in  
a simple, single demand: tha t each 
peasant be entitled  to  his own 
co ffin  instead o f being dumped 
in to  the ground from  a constantly 
reused state-owned coffin . F irm ino  
was arrested a fte r the 1964 coup 
and his fa te  is unknown.

Student Group
Joseph Hansen to ld  the story of 

the group o f Peruvian student 
radicals w ho carried o ff a sensa­
tiona l bank robbery in  L im a  in  
1962 in  order to  help finance the 
L a tin  Am erican g ue rrilla  move­
ment. A  num ber o f them were 
captured by police and held fou r 
years w ithou t tr ia l. T he ir tr ia l 
was scheduled fo r early Septem­
ber.

Various messages o f so lidarity  
w ith  L a tin  Am erican prisoners and 
protests to the governments of 
M exico and Peru were read to 
the meeting. H arvey O’Connor,

author of The Em pire o f O il, sent 
a copy o f a le tte r he had w ritte n  
to Peruvian President Belaunde 
T e rry  ca lling  on h im  to free Hugo 
Blanco. There was a s im ila r mes­
sage from  F e lix  McGowan, fo r­
m er M a rykno ll p riest in  Peru. 
McGowan was present at the 
meeting and, a t the request o f the 
chairman, read his m ilita n t de­
clara tion of protest to the meet­
ing.

James Aronson, ed itor o f the 
National Guardian, protested the 
ja ilin g  o f G illy  and Rico Galan. 
P rof. T im othy H arding, an au­
th o r ity  on L a tin  America, v igo r­
ously protested the ja ilin g  of Hugo 
Blanco. P rof. Andre Gunder 
Frank, author o f various works 
on L a tin  Am erica, added his pro­
test against the persecution of 
Blanco, G illy , Rico Galan and the 
others.

The m e e t i n g  unanimously 
adopted resolutions addressed to 
the Peruvian and M exican govern­
ments demanding freedom fo r the 
victim s.

In  a message received a fte r the 
meeting, Lo rd  Bertrand Russell, 
distinguished philosopher and 
an tiw a r figh ter, added his voice 
to the demand fo r  Blanco’s free­
dom. “ Hugo Blanco,”  he declared, 
“ is a great leader o f his people. 
H is crim e is lo ya lty  to  them, and 
his w illingness to  sacrifice his l ife  
in  th e ir cause . . . Every e ffo rt 
must be exerted to impress upon 
the government o f Peru the g ra v ity  
o f reprisals against h im . Every ef­
fo r t m ust also be made to deepen 
and extend the struggle to  w hich 
Hugo Blanco and his many fe llow  
revolutionaries have dedicated 
the ir insp iring  lives.”

World Events
Looked Ahead

In  a Hearst Headline Service 
dispatch datelined Paris, Sept. 26, 
designed to smear the Russell W ar 
T ribuna l, we read the fo llow ing:

“  ‘M urder' o f c iv ilia n  population 
was defined in  the charter of the 
in te rnationa l m ilita ry  tr ibuna l at 
Nuremberg as a crime against 
hum anity. I t ’s th is po in t the Com­
munists have in  m ind when they 
assert the k ill in g  o f c iv ilians in  
bombing raids on no rth  V ietnam  
or V ie t Cong-held villages o f the 
south constitutes w a r crim e under 
the Nuremberg de fin ition .

“ S o m e  lawyers, especially 
Americans who partic ipated in  the 
Nuremberg tria ls , fe lt  i t  w ould 
prove dangerous to introduce in to

in te rnationa l law  a concept as 
vaguely conceived as crimes 
against hum anity  in  times of 
w ar.”

Washington Encouraged
W ashington announced Sept. 28 

tha t “ encouraged by po litica l and 
economic developments in  Indo­
nesia,”  i t  was prepared to  resume 
long-te rm  economic aid to tha t 
country. In  a possibly related dev­
elopment, the New Y ork Times 
reported Sept. 24 tha t “ Screen­
ing is ra p id ly  becoming Indone­
sia’s most feared activ ity .

“ Screening is a security check 
to determ ine the loyalties o f gov­
ernm ent employes, students, teach­
ers and others to the anti-C om -
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m unist regime tha t has taken con­
tro l o f the nation ..

Terrorist Activity
A  bomb was set o ff in  fro n t o f 

the Cuban embassy in  Ottawa, 
Sept. 22, sp lin te ring  the door and 
shattering windows in  the area. 
A  Cuban counterrevolutionary 
group in  M iam i said i t  was “ only 
the beginning”  of a new e ffo rt 
to overthrow  the revolution.

Brazil Demonstrations
For 11 days straight, thousands 

o f B razilian  students have been 
demonstrating against the d icta­
torship o f Gen. Castelo Branco, 
U P I reported Sept. 23. Each day 
has been m arked by cases o f ex-  
treme police b ru ta lity  against the 
demonstrating students.

A t the medical school o f the 
Federal U n ive rs ity  in  R io de Ja­
neiro, the cops surrounded stu­
dents, inc lud ing  many coeds, and 
forced them  “ to ru n  a gauntlet o f 
f la ilin g  nightsticks . .  . One by one 
the students ran through a ha il 
o f fla ilin g  nightsticks, many o f 
w hich splintered in  the assaults,”  
according to U PI.

“ One policeman replaced his 
club w ith  a piece o f lum ber three 
feet long.”

Love and Respect
“ A fte r more than three years of 

study,”  the New Y ork  Times re­
ports from  Tokyo Sept. 24, “ a 
government-appointed committee 
o f leading educators issued a re ­
po rt th is  week declaring tha t the 
‘ideal Japanese’ should cu ltiva te  
‘love and respect fo r the Emperor1 
among other recommended tra its .”

The “ leading educators”  de­
clare: “ The constitu tion o f Japan 
states tha t the Em peror is  the sym­
bol o f the state o f Japan and the 
u n ity  o f the Japanese people. As 
such, love and respect fo r the 
Em peror amount to love and re­
spect fo r Japan as a nation.”

— Ed Sm ith

Plan Latin American Defense Group
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Views of An Indonesian Communist

The PKI's Program
B y T . Soedarso

[On Sept 30 it  w ill be one year 
since the events began in Indo­
nesia that rapidly led to one of 
the greatest tragedies of our times, 
the decimation of the largest Com­
munist Party in  the capitalist 
world and a nationwide slaughter 
in  which the estimates of the 
number of victims range from  
300,000 to more than 500,000. Ac­
cording to the latest reports in 
the press, the killings are still 
going on.

[Such a political debacle and 
mass blood-letting demand the 
most intensive analysis. The costly 
experience makes it  im perative 
that the lessons be singled out and 
learned by the workers move­
ment. In  resolutions and articles 
the Fourth International and par­
ties adhering to its views began 
this task even before the defeat 
by calling attention to the class- 
collaborationist policies followed 
by the A id it leadership of the In ­
donesian Communist Party (P K I, 
Partai Kommunis Indonesia) 
w ith  the approval of Moscow and 
the special backing of Peking. Up 
to now, prim arily because of the 
ferocious repression, little  has 
come out of Indonesia itself.

[That the Indonesian Commun­
ists are now beginning to review  
the b itter experience they have 
lived through, is w ell indicated 
by the following article. The au­
thor is a young member of the 
Indonesian Communist Party con­
cerned about assessing the causes 
and meaning of the tragic defeat 
suffered by his party. He is now 
In exile. As a reflection of the 
thinking going on in  the most ad­
vanced sectors of the ranks of the 
P K I, the article is of considerable 
interest and we are pleased to be 
able to offer it  in The M ilita n t. I t  
originally appeared in  W orld  O ut­
look.

[The M ilita n t is printing M r. 
Soedarso’s article in three parts. 
The firs t part, printed last week, 
dealt w ith  the P K I’s failure to 
prepare the workers and peasants 
for armed struggle.]

*  *  *

I I

On the Question of 
the United Front

The P K I fo llowed the theory of 
tw o stages to the revolution; 
namely, a national democratic 
stage fo llowed by a socialist stage.

“ To confuse the tw o stages of 
the Indonesian revo lu tion  and to 
say tha t we are already bu ild ing  
socialism is demagogic, subjective 
and reactionary. The national 
democratic stage constitutes prep­
aration fo r the socialist stage. The 
socialist stage cannot be achieved 
w ith o u t f irs t completing the na­
tiona l democratic stage.”  12 This 
was the stand of the P K I. I t  was 
said tha t th is national democratic
12. D. N. A id it, The Indonesian Revolu­
tion, Its  H istorica l Background and Its  
Future, p. 77.
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stage constituted in  essence a 
bourgeois democratic stage, bu t of 
a new type; namely, one led by 
the w ork ing  class.13

According to the p a rty ’s analy­
sis, Indonesia at present s til l has 
a semi-colonial and semi-feudal 
system. And there are “ three 
forces w ith in  Indonesian society; 
namely, f irs t the diehards, i.e., the 
feudalists and compradors who 
collaborate w ith  the im perialists. 
This is s t i l l  a big force, bu t i t  is 
declining. Second, the progressive 
forces, i.e., the workers, peasants, 
pe tty  bourgeoisie and revo lu tion­
ary intellectuals. This force is ra ­
ther large and is increasing. Th ird , 
the m idd le-o f-the-road forces, i.e., 
the nationa l bourgeoisie and a ll 
other pa trio tic  and other an ti­
colonial forces, includ ing  the le ft 
group o f landowners. This force 
is ra ther large. I t  stands between 
the reactionary and the progres­
sive forces.”  14

“ The P K I’s po litica l line  in  
dealing w ith  these three forces 
is: w ith  a ll its  power to tire lessly 
develop the progressive forces, 
un ite  w ith  the m idd le-o f-the-road 
forces and isolate the diehard 
forces. The im plem entation o f th is  
line  is very im portan t in  chang­
ing the balance of forces in  so­
ciety.”

Thus, s tr iv in g  to achieve social­
ism along the peaceful road, the 
P K I sought to  fo rm  a “ U nited Na­
tiona l F ron t,”  consisting o f the 
w ork ing  class, the peasants, petty 
bourgeoisie and the national 
bourgeoisie, “ based upon an a l­
liance of the w orkers and pea­
sants under the leadership of the 
w ork ing  class.” 8

Needed Alliance?
A bout the alleged necessity to 

b u ild  a united fro n t w ith  the na­
tiona l bourgeoisie, A id it  said: 
“ . . .  I  w ould like  to emphasize 
once more tha t although an a l­
liance w ith  the national bourgeoi­
sie is not as im portan t as an a l­
liance w ith  the peasants, the suc­
cess and completeness o f the  
leadership o f the w ork ing  class in  
the revo lu tion  w i l l  be determined  
by the success of the alliance be­
tween the workers and the na­
tiona l bourgeoisie. Therefore the 
Communists m ust s trive  w ith  a ll 
th e ir power to preserve and fu r ­
the r develop the alliance w ith  the 
national bourgeoisie.”  (Emphasis 
added.)17

Anyone in  the pa rty  who op­
posed the alliance w ith  the na­
tiona l bourgeoisie was branded a 
“ le ft deviationist.”  In  critic iz ing  
the “ le ft  deviationist”  tendency of 
the previous period, i t  was stated 
tha t “ the pa rty  was s t i l l  completé­
13. The Constitution o f the P K I. p. 7.
14. D. N . A id it, F o rty  Tears o f the P K I. 
p. 83.
15. D. N. A id it, Indonesian Society and 
Indonesian Revolution. Jajasan Pemba­
ruan, Jakarta, 1957. p. 50.
16. D. N. A id it, The B ir th  and G row th 
o f the P K I. Jajasan Pembaruan, Jakarta, 
1955. p. 9.
17. D. N. A id it, Be a Good and a Bette r
Communist. Jajasan Pembaruan, Jakarta,
1964. p. 57.

ly  unaware of the need fo r u n it­
ing w ith  the national bourgeoi­
sie, the p a rty ’s slogan being ‘so­
cialism  now,’ ‘Indonesian Soviets,’ 
and the ‘d ictatorship of the proletariat

.’ This ‘le ft ’ deviation of 
the party  was critic ized precisely 
by J. V . S ta lin  in  his speech to 
the students at the U n ive rs ity  of 
the Peoples of the East on M ay 
18, 1925, in  w h ich  he said tha t 
th is  le ft deviation contained w ith in  
i t  the danger o f isolating the par­
ty  from  the masses and convert­
ing  i t  in to  a sect.”

W hat happened in  rea lity?  In  
rea lity , fo llow ing  the po licy of 
an alliance between the w ork ing  
class and the national bourgeoisie, 
the pa rty  underm ined the alliance 
between the w ork ing  class and 
the peasants. The leadership of 
the “ U nited National F ron t”  was 
never in  the hands of the w o rk ­
ing  class or its  party, b u t always 
in  the hands of the national or 
comprador bourgeoisie.

In  re a lity  th is lin e  led to m u lt i­
class collaboration under the 
leadership of the national bour­
geoisie, degenerating in to  compro­
mises in  ideology and in  action 
under cover o f the so-called “ mus- 
jawarah fo r m ufakat”  (consulting 
to reach agreement).

Ideological Compromise
F u ll acceptance of the so-called 

“ P antja -S ila  philosophy” 18 (a p ro ­
duct o f the “ genius-like th ink ing ”  
of Sukarno) is an example of the 
open ideological compromise re­
flecting  the ' ‘success”  o f m u lt i­
class collaboration. According to 
A id it, “ P antja-S ila  is a philosophy 
fo r u n ity  . . .  In  Indonesia one 
finds Catholic philosophy, Islam ic 
philosophy, Buddhist philosophy, 
Protestant philosophy, B lack Magic 
philosophy, M ystic philosophy . . . 
and Pantja -S ila  unites w hat can 
be united.” 1

In  the same speech he said fu r ­
ther: “ The philosophy of Pantja - 
S ila  cannot be separated from  the 
philosophy of Empu Tantu la r 
‘Bhinneka Tuggal Ik a ’ or ‘U n ity  
in  D ive rs ity .’ This is ve ry  dialec­
tica l. ‘U n ity  in  D ive rs ity  —  d if­
ferences, b u t in  u n ity  . . .  I  do not 
agree w ith  liqu ida tion  of no t on ly 
these various kinds of philosophy 
b u t also po litica l parties. In  the 
second stage o f the revo lu tion and 
the next stages . . . because so 
long as differences rem ain among 
us, ‘U n ity  in  D ive rs ity ’ and also 
P antja -S ila  w il l  s t i l l  be applicable. 
A nd in  m y opinion these d iffe r­
ences w il l  exist forever . . . thus 
in  m y opinion Pantja -S ila  is also 
everlasting.”  (Emphasis added.)

I t  is ve ry  clear tha t the philos­
ophy of P antja -S ila  is an idealist 
philosophy. Perhaps i t  was con­
sidered to be only a means of 
u n i t i n g  “ the revo lu tionary 
groups.”  B u t i t  was not that. A id it  
said tha t “ Pantja-S ila  is . . . ever­
lasting”  “ . . .  these differences w il l  
exist forever . . . ”  Does he believe 
tha t class differences w i l l  exist 
forever? Does not our class 
struggle aim  at abolishing class 
society?

Is such a statement from  A id it 
M arxist? Y e t A id it  said, “ I  ac­
cept P antja -S ila  also from  the 
M arx is t-Len in is t v iew poin t.”  ( In  
the same speech.)

S im ila r conclusions hold fo r the 
P K I’s acceptance o f the “ genuine 
concept”  o f N ASAKO M 20 proposed 
by the demagogic bourgeois Su­
karno. A id it  said, “ Besides un iting  
various kinds of classes and 
groups, the N ational F ron t also 
unites various kinds o f revo lu­
tionary  ideas . . . namely: Islam, 
Nationalism  and Communism.” 21 
“ In  the trad itiona l struggle fo r na­
tiona l independence in  Indonesia, 
we can fin d  three po litica l streams

18. “ Pantja -S ila " is “ F ive P rincip les” : be- 
l ie f in  a single god, nationa l u n ity , hu - 
mani tarianism , democracy and social Jus­
tice.
19. D. N. A id it, In  Defense o f Pantja-S ila  
Jajasan Pembaruan, 1964. pp. 27-28.
20. N ASAKO M  is an abbreviation fo r 
Nationalism-Religion-Communism.
21. D. N. A id it. The Indonesian Revolu­
tion, Its  H is torica l Background and Its  
Future, p . <5.

w hich  were against Dutch co­
lon ia lism ; namely, nationalist, re ­
ligious and Communist po litica l 
thought. Thus i t  is na tura l to  say 
tha t there w il l  be national un ity  
in  Indonesia i f  these three p o lit­
ica l currents unite w ith in  the 
N ASA KO M  cooperation .” 22

And A id it  said, “ This united 
national fro n t has found its o r­
ganization; namely, the ‘National 
F ron t.’ ” 23 A t the top i t  is “ headed 
by President Sukarno him self, who 
w ith  his vice-presidents reflects 
the cooperation o f N AS A KO M  . . .  
showing us how deeply rooted is 
the idea o f the national united 
fro n t among the masses. Now i t  is 
our du ty  to w o rk  hard to foster 
and consolidate i t . ” 24

D uring  the struggle against the 
Dutch colonial power, i t  is true, 
there were many po litica l group­
ings a ll o f w h ich  were against the 
foreign im peria lis t ru lers. B u t we 
could also see w hich were tru ly  
revolutionary, w hich were quasi- 
revo lu tionary, and w hich were 
opportunist.

For example, the P N I [the In ­
donesian N ationalist P a rty  founded 
by Sukarno] was c learly bour­
geois. In  the beginning i t  reflected 
the national bourgeoisie bu t then 
i t  degenerated in to  a vehicle of the 
national bourgeoisie, bureaucrats, 
compradors and bribers. Thus 
du ring  the struggle, i t  always 
swung opportunistica lly. And in  
times of revo lu tionary crisis, i t  was 
always on the side o f the reac­
tionary  forces. A  clear example 
was provided during  the “ M adium  
A ffa ir ”  in  1948 when i t  served as 
the “ vanguard”  of the reactionary 
forces tha t murdered thousands of 
Communist cadres and revo lu tion­
ary rank and file rs . Sukarno h im ­
self at the tim e issued the chal­
lenge: “ Join Sukarno or Musso.” 25

Again in  the recent period 
(1964), during  the campaign fo r 
un ila tera l action in  tak ing  over 
the land belonging to the big land­
owners, the members o f this na­
tiona lis t pa rty  jo ined in  suppress­
ing the peasant movement; and 
the “ most progressive”  leader of 
th is pa rty  issued an order to “ stop 
any un ila te ra l action.”  Y e t the 
P N I was considered by the P K I 
to be its true p a r t n e r  in  the 
N ASA KO M  cooperation as the 
representative of the nationalist 
po litica l stream.

Feudalist Party
S im ila rly  w ith  the Nadhatul 

U lama, an Islam ic scholars party. 
The N U  was very  c learly the par­
ty  of the feudalists and landown­
ers. They used Islam  as a cover 
fo r th e ir reactionary activ ities in  
preserving the ir landownership 
and exp lo ita tion of the peasants. 
By using Islam  as protective color­
ation, the pa rty  played a b ig  role 
and had great influence among the 
masses tha t are s til l s trongly under 
the sway of Islam ic teachings. 
There is no instance in  Indonesian 
h is to ry  where th is pa rty  has played 
a progressive or revo lu tionary role. 
I t  has always stood on the side of

22. ib id . p. 72.
23. ib id . p. 67.
24. ib id . p. 72.
25. Musso, a leader o f the P K I in  the 
twenties and th irties , managed to  escape 
abroad when the D utch suppressed the 
movement, re tu rn ing  in  1948.

the reactionary forces. Yet the 
P K I sought to preserve u n ity  with  
the NU w ith in  the so-called 
N ASA KO M  cooperation.

Besides the nationalist and re­
ligious parties in  the so-called 
“ National F ron t”  led by Sukarno, 
there were other reactionary ele­
ments, inc lud ing the generals.

Thus the so-called “ National 
F ron t”  was not a revo lu tionary  
fro n t led by the w ork ing  class. I t  
was not even the united fro n t 
depicted theoretica lly in  the docu­
ments of the P K I; namely, a u n it­
ed fro n t o f the w ork ing  class, 
peasants, pe tty  bourgeoisie and na­
tiona l bourgeoisie led by the w o rk ­
ing  class. I t  was c learly  collabora­
tion of a ll classes under the lead­
ership of the demagogic bourgeois 
Sukarno.

Allies Needed
O f course, the P K I cannot and 

must not struggle alone; the w o rk ­
ing class must not struggle alone. 
I t  needs allies. I t  should not isolate 
itse lf from  the masses; b u t the 
masses are not the national bour­
geoisie! I t  should be clear who is 
rea lly  an a lly  and who is rea lly  
an enemy.

In  a country like  Indonesia, 
in  w hich poor peasants constitute 
more than 60 percent o f the pop­
u lation, peasants are the real ally  
o f the w ork ing  class. The peasants 
should become the arm y o f the 
revo lu tionary movement led by the 
w ork ing  class. Poor c ity  dwellers 
or the pe tty  bourgeoisie are re ­
serves to  be draw n upon.

Towards the national bour­
geoisie there should be a cautious 
and v ig ila n t attitude. The revo lu­
tionary  movement could and 
should support the progressive at­
titudes or actions o f the national 
bourgeoisie, bu t there should be 
no class collaboration w ith  the na­
tiona l bourgeoisie, since th is can 
underm ine the alliance between 
the w ork ing  class and the peasants. 
The Communist P a rty  should have 
its  own po licy based on the de­
mands and experience of the most 
revo lu tionary class.

There is, na tu ra lly , the influence 
of Islam ic teachings and nationa l­
is t th ink ing  among the masses. 
This should be considered in  prop­
aganda w ork  and in  enlightening 
the masses. B u t i t  should never 
mask the class character o f the 
struggle. The masses should be 
clear tha t th is struggle is a class 
struggle and not a relig ious or 
racia l struggle. The struggle is to  
o v e r t h r o w  the exploiters, to  
crush and abolish the sys­
tem o f exp lo ita tion o f man by 
man. And the masses should even 
have a ve ry  concrete p ic tu re  in  
the ir m inds of the true character 
of the ru lin g  class —  the com­
pradors, the bribers, the usurers, 
the feudalists, the ru ling-class ap­
paratus, the reactionary govern­
m ent apparatus, etc. They must be 
shown how and tra ined to over­
th row  these reactionary agencies. 
O nly by such means can the u n it­
ed fro n t among a ll the oppressed 
classes be tempered, strengthened 
and made m ilita n t. N ot through 
pleading w ith  the “ national bour­
geoisie.”

(To be Continued)

D ES TR O Y E D . Ruins of Communist P arty  headquarters in  Jakarta  
fo llow ing attack by reactionaries.
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Not an Isolated Act
The nation ’s propaganda media have expressed pious con­

cern about the outbreaks o f ghetto violence sparked by k i l le r  cops 
and unendurable m isery and oppression. B u t there has been a p ro ­
nounced absence o f such concern from  these same quarters about 
the violence being d irected by u ltra -r ig h tis ts  against rad ica l and 
a n tiw a r forces.

The various acts of violence against le ft-w in g  and rad ica l 
groups cannot be considered ind iv idua l, isolated actions.

The Sept. 29 fire -bom b ing  of the nationa l headquarters of the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  came 25 days a fte r a bomb exploded at 
the nationa l headquarters of the Communist P a rty  some 10 blocks 
away. T ha t bomb ripped out a w a ll, wrecked a basement room 
and damaged the ed ito ria l offices o f The W orke r. O ther build ings 
in  the area were damaged.

Last M ay 1, a bomb was th row n  at the Com m unist P a rty  
headquarters, smashing a w indow .

On Sept. 7 o f 1964, arsonists tr ie d  to set f ire  to the bu ild ing .
On Oct. 21 o f the same year, a parcel containing a bomb was 

■mailed to The W o rk e r ’s ed ito ria l office. L u c k ily  a s ta ff member 
noticed the package was suspicious and i t  was removed b y  police. 
A fte r  defusing the bomb, they described i t  as “ h ig h ly  le tha l.”

On M arch 4 o f th is  year, the national headquarters o f the 
W. E. B. DuBois Clubs in  San Francisco was shattered b y  a blast 
w h ich  came from  w ha t police estimated as 40 sticks o f dynamite. 
The blast was heard 15 m iles away. I t  shattered every w indow  
on the b lock, and the street was strew n w ith  broken glass and 
sp lin tered wood. Again, lu c k ily , the o ffice  was vacant.

S ho rtly  a fte rw ard , on A p r il  9, a bomb ripped the headquar­
ters o f the V ie tnam  D ay Committee in  Berkeley. Its  force shattered 
w indow s in  a 300-foot radius and tore  shingles o ff the  roo f o f a 
home three houses away.

In  none o f these cases have the police so much as detained a 
suspect. ( In  the case o f the bombings o f the Com m unist P a rty  
headquarters, p a rty  spokesmen observed th a t the F B I constantly 
has the  place under every know n fo rm  of surveillance and should, 
therefore, have been able to contribu te  to so lving the crimes.)

These acts o f te rro rism  are pa rt o f a grow ing  atmosphere of 
r ig h t-w in g  violence, expressed in  its  most h o rr ify in g  w ay when 
the  fana tica l anti-com m un ist gunman w alked in to  the D e tro it 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  headquarters and m urdered Leo Bernard 
and seriously wounded Jan G a rre tt and W a lte r Graham last May.

Yet, c ity  o ffic ia ls  have remained s tr ik in g ly  unperturbed by 
these events. When the Com m unist P a rty  called on M ayor L indsay 
to  speak out against the bomb attack on its  headquarters, L indsay 
shrugged i t  o ff as “ a police m atte r.”  He has shown no greater 
concern  about the fire -bom b ing  o f the SWP headquarters.

These te rro ris t acts coincide w ith  the rise o f the a n tiw a r movement
 and are an expression o f the fru s tra tio n  and rage on the 

p a rt o f the u lt ra - r ig h t over the fact th a t they have been to ta lly  
unable to m obilize any s ign ifican t section of the population against 
the a n tiw a r movement.

A t  the three b ig  a n tiw a r parades held in  New Y ork , fo r 
example, the righ tis ts  tr ie d  to m obilize counter-demonstrations 
and even m ount violence against the a n tiw a r forces. T he ir f ir s t 
e ffo rt was a feeble one, the second even sm aller, and by the 
tim e  o f the  th ird  b ig  a n tiw a r action they were reduced to a 
m iserable hand fu l o f counter-p ickets screaming epithets at a huge 
throng.

Because the w ar is so unpopular and gives these vicious 
forces no o pportun ity  to s tr ike  the k in d  o f b lows they would  lik e  
to, they resort to  these acts o f te rro rism  in  the hope th a t they 
w i l l  in tim ida te  those who f ig h t fo r  peace and a better w orld .

The requ ired  response is c lea rly  indicated. The attacks must 
be m et b y  a doubling and redoubling o f e ffo rts  and a closing of 
ranks in  an even greater so lid a rity  than  has already been achieved 
by the a n tiw a r forces. L e t the te rro ris t know  we cannot and w ill  
not be stopped.

Socialist Directory
BOSTO N. Boston Labor Forum , 295 H u n ­
tingdon A ve ., Room 307, Boston, Mass.

E X A M IN E  W IC K . Judy W h ite  and Ralph L ev itt, SW P candidate 
for N ew  Y ork  controller, exam ine w ick of fire-bom b found in  
debris.
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C H IC A G O . Socialist W orkers Party  and 
bookstore, 302 South Canal St., Room  
204, Chicago, 111. 60606. W E  9-5044.
C LE V E LA N D . Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 2nd 
floor west, 9801 Euclid  Ave., Cleveland, 
Ohio 44106. Telephone: 791-1669. M ilita n t  
Forum  meets every Sunday n igh t a t 7:30.
D E N V E R . M ilita n t Labor Forum . P.O. 
Box 2649, D enver, Colo. 80201.
D E T R O IT . Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 3737 
W oodward, D etro it, M ich. 48201. TEm ple  
1-6135. F rid ay  N igh t Socialist Forum  
held w eek ly  at 8 p.m.
LOS A N G E LE S . Socialist W orkers P arty , 
1702 East Fourth  St., L .A ., C alif. 90033 
A N  9-4953 or W E 5-9238. Open 1 to 5 p.m. 
on Wednesday.
M IL W A U K E E . 150 E . Juneau A ve., M il­
waukee, Wisc. 53202.
M IN N E A P O L IS . Socialist W orkers P arty  
and Labor Book Store, 704 Hennepin

A ve., H a ll 240, M inn., M inn . 55403. FE d - 
eral 2-7781. Open 1 to 5 p.m ., Monday  
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N E W A R K . N ew ark  Labor Forum , Box  
361, N ew ark, N ew  Jersey 07101.
N EW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M ilita n t Labor Fo r­
um. 873 Broadway (at 18th S t.), N .Y ., 
N .Y . 10003. 982 6051.
O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y . Socialist W o rk ­
ers Party  and Pioneer Bookstore. 2003 
M ilv ia , Berkeley, C alif. 94704. Phone: 
848-3992. Open 2 to 7 p.m. M onday thru  
Frid ay; Saturday 12 to 5 p.m.
P H IL A D E L P H IA . M ilita n t Labor Forum : 
P.O. Box 8412, P hila ., Pa. 19101.
ST. LO U IS . Phone EVergreen 9-2895. Ask  
fo r D ick  C larke.
SAN D IE G O . San Diego Labor Forum. 
1853 Irv in g  St., San Diego, Calif. 92113.
SAN FR A NC ISC O . M ilita n t Labor Forum . 
1733 W aller, S .F., C alif. 94117. 
SE A TTLE . Socialist W orkers P arty . L A  
2-4325.

 The following telegram was 
sent Oct. 1 to Mayor John Lind­
say by A. J. Muste, chairman of 
the Fifth Avenue Vietnam Peace 
Parade Committee.]

The report tha t fou r fire  bombs 
were hurled at the office of the 
SWP at Broadway and 18 Street 
on Sept. 29 is shocking. Earlier, 
the headquarters of The W orker 
in  th is c ity  was bombed and s im i­
la r incidents have taken place in  
other cities. These incidents seem 
to develop a pattern o f an e ffo rt 
to  d iscredit the peace movement 
and to silence radical c ritic ism  of 
the adm inistration ’s course in  the 
V ietnam  war. We urge tha t New 
Y ork  should not react to th is latest 
attack in  rou tine  fashion and that 
you as mayor should voice dis­
couragement of th is trend. — Rev­
erend A. J. Muste.

The Cleveland branch o f the So­
c ia lis t Workers P arty  voices its 
outrage at the r ig h t w ing-insp ired 
fire-bom b attack on the national 
offices of the SWP in  New Y ork 
th is past Thursday. The Cleve­
land branch pledges itse lf to  re ­
double its efforts in  bu ild ing  the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  and in 
helping to bu ild  the an tiw ar move­
ment. The attack on the SWP 
headquarters and previous sim ila r 
bombings o f an tiw ar and other 
radical groups illus tra te  the psy­
chosis o f the supporters o f John­
son’s “ d ir ty  w ar”  in  V ietnam  who 
fo llo w  the fu l l  logic o f the mean­
ing  o f that w ar to its conclusion. 
We call on a ll an tiw a r forces and 
a ll radical and c iv il libe rta rian  
groups to jo in  this expression of 
protest and outrage aimed at de­
stroying free speech and seeking 
to in tim ida te  the an tiw a r move­
ment. — Cleveland Socialist W ork­
ers Party.

The Am erican C iv il L iberties 
U nion deplores the recent bomb­
ings o f the headquarters o f the 
Socialist W orkers Party. Coming 
in  the wake o f other recent at­
tacks on the headquarters and 
spokesmen o f m in o rity  po litica l 
parties, i t  seems clear tha t we are 
experiencing a new wave o f as­
sault on po litica l dissent. A lthough 
the ravages o f M cCarthyism are 
thought to  be a part o f past his­
tory, these new attacks rem ind us 
tha t the infectious disease s till 
remains. They are to be more con­
demned because they re ly  on v io ­
lence to in tim ida te  those who dare 
to exercise the F irs t Amendment 
rig h t o f free speech and associa­
tion  in  dissenting from  the ma­
jo r ity ’s po litica l position.

These attacks, indeed, may re­
su lt from  the sp ir it o f vengeance 
and hysteria which o ffic ia l govern­
ment action breeds. The crack­
down on organizations dissenting 
from  the adm inistration position 
on the V ietnam  war, fed by the 
recent fiasco o f the House U n- 
Am erican A ctiv ities  Committee 
m id-August hearings, and the de­
partm ent o f justice ’s ordering the

DuBois Clubs to register as a 
C om m unist-front under the Sub­
versive A ctiv ities  Control Act, 
may indeed be taken as a signal 
to em otionally unstable elements 
to give vent to th e ir be lie f in  
McCarthyism. — John de J. Pem­
berton, Jr., executive director, 
American Civil Liberties Union.

Bombing of the offices o f The 
W orker and The M ilita n t are e f­
forts to repress dissent on the war. 
Where is the FBI? I f  these at­
tacks had been on a bank, our 
police w ould have been more d i l i ­
gent in  tracing the bombers. Law  
and order must w o rk  fo r  a ll or 
none. —Clark Foreman, director, 
Emergency Civil Liberties Com­
mittee.

The fa ilu re  of New Y o rk ’s ma­
yo r to condemn the Labor Day 
bombing of the offices of The 
W orker and of the Communist 
Party  has served to encourage 
continued violence against oppo­
nents o f the adm in istra tion ’s w ar 
in  V ietnam  and racism at home.

The latest despicable te rro ris t 
act, the fire -bom bing  of the So­
cia list W orkers P arty  offices in  
New York, should in tensify  public

demand tha t the mayor shake up 
the Police Departm ent and insist 
upon discovery and prosecution o f 
the crim inals who seek to silence 
a ll opposition to the c rim in a lity  
o f w ar and racism in  our country.

The federal authorities must 
share the g u ilt fo r  the fa ilu re  to 
seek out t h o s e  responsible. 
— Henry Winston, national chair­
man, Communist Party.

The Columbia Independent 
Committee on V ietnam  protests 
the te rro ris t bombing o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P arty  headquar­
ters. This attack, lik e  the bomb­
ings o f the offices o f the Berkeley 
VDC, the DuBois Clubs and the 
Communist Party, is an attem pt 
to in tim ida te  the an tiw a r move­
ment by s tr ik in g  at sections of 
it. We deplore such attacks and 
re a ffirm  our so lida rity  w ith  a ll 
those fig h tin g  against the w a r in  
V ietnam  and social in justice. 
— Columbia University Indepen­
dent Committee on Vietnam.

The h u rlin g  of these fou r bombs 
on the offices o f The M ilita n t and 
the Socialist W orkers Party, was, 
of course, a dastardly act. I t  re­
flects the ris ing  th rea t o f u ltra ­
r ig h t and fascistic elements in  the 
U nited States, coming as i t  does 
a fte r the shooting o f radical ac­
tiv is ts  in  D e tro it and the bomb­
ings o f the DuBois C lub and the 
Communist Party. Especially atro­
cious is the fa ilu re  o f the police 
to act effectively.

I  suggest tha t protests be lodged 
pa rticu la rly  w ith  the mayor o f the 
C ity  o f New Y o rk  and the a tto r­
ney general o f the U nited States. 
— Dr. Herbert Aptheker.

We at Ramparts jo in  the many 
loyal Americans who protest the 
savage bombing of your paper’s 
headquarters. Te rro r from  the 
righ t is grow ing at an alarm ing 
rate and i t  is up to the people o f 
th is country to do a ll in  th e ir 
power through the law  to see tha t 
th is menace against freedom is 
stopped. Edward Keating, editor, 
Ramparts.

The “ super-patriots”  who per­
petrated th is  latest bombing, lik e

B LA S TE D . Scene w here Berkeley V ietnam  D ay Com mittee head­
quarters was dynam ited A p r il 9.
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darity and Protest
The fire -bom bing last week of 

both the national office of the 
Socialist Workers Party  and of 
The M ilita n t itse lf —  followed by 
the fact tha t the New Y ork  police 
department could find  no clues and 
tha t the case was p rom ptly  closed
—  is obviously pa rt o f a national 
pattern of violence directed at a ll 
areas o f the le ft in  American so­
ciety today, and stimulated, i f  no 
more, by  certain ind iv idua ls and 
departments in  the national gov­
ernment itself. As such, these v io l­
ent acts o f bombing and o f k ill in g  
already perpetrated m u s t  be 
p rom ptly  and bo ld ly  denounced by 
a ll decent American citizens as a 
v io la tion  of our most fundam ental 
rights o f free thought and speech. 
We must not to lerate another 
epoch of M cCarthyism — or worse
—  to s ilen tly  fa ll upon and stran­
gle the national sp irit.— Literary 
critic, M axw ell Geismar.

We are confident tha t th is  a t­
tack w il l  not deter you from  con­
tinu ing  your m ilita n t fig h t against 
the V ietnam  war.

B ring  the troops home now. 
—Larry Seigle, chairman; M inne­
sota Committee to End the W ar 
in  Vietnam.

I  doubt tha t the latest m ani­
festation o f violence against peace 
partisans and proponents of 
change w il l  draw  the same k ind  
of ed ito ria l space and worried 
comment tha t the concept o f black 
power draws. Perhaps i t ’s a ll pa rt 
o f the same pattern —  the insis­
tence on the status quo, which 
leaves the concept o f violence in ­
tact in  the seat o f power. That’s 
where the confrontation w il l  have 
to take place, and those in  the 
seat o f power know  it. That’s w hy 
they are so perm issive of v io ­
lence. —  James Aronson, editor ; 
National Guardian.

Bombing against any section of 
the an tiw ar movement is directed 
against a ll. Each bombing in d i­
cates the weakness o f ou r oppo­
nents who can on ly answer a jus t 
movement by bombs as LB J an­
swers the Vietnamese. —Bay Area 
Committee against the w ar in 
Vietnam.

Violence in  Am erica is com­
monplace. The recent bombing of 
the New Y ork  headquarters o f the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  is only 
the latest outrage in  a series of 
v io len t attacks on those forces in  
America w hich have courageously 
opposed the c rim ina l practices of 
the U nited States in  Vietnam. The 
da ily  use o f napalm and lazy dogs 
in  V ietnam  and the wanton te rro r 
w hich has been employed against 
the black ghettos in  the U.S.A. 
have created an atmosphere in  
w hich the v io len t attacks on the 
an tiw ar movement are hard ly  sur­
prising. We protest th is  vicious 
harassment and express our soli­
d a rity  w ith  its  victim s. We are 
convinced tha t those who speak 
fo r the conscience o f America w il l  
not be in tim ida ted by such acts.
—Russell Stetler, director; John 
Gerassi, coordinator; American 
branch of the Bertrand Russell 
Peace Foundation.

The fire -bom bing of the So­
cia lis t W orkers Party  headquarters 
in  New Y ork is an act of terrorism  
against the electoral ac tiv ity  and 
the an tiw a r w ork tha t the So­
cia lis t Workers Party  is energeti­
ca lly  carry ing on. I t  is an act of 
terrorism  against the P arty ’s can­
didate fo r Governor, Judy White, 
and her call fo r  the re tu rn  of 
Am erican troops from  Vietnam. I t  
is an act o f terrorism  against 
Paul Boutelle, the P arty ’s candi­
date fo r A tto rney General and his 
ca ll fo r  b lack power. B ut i t  is 
more than an act o f te rro r against 
the Socialist W orkers Party. L ike  
the bombing of the Communist 
P a rty ’s headquarters, like  the 
bombing o f the Berkeley VDC

headquarters, i t  is an attack on 
the whole an tiw ar and radical 
movement and must be viewed as 
such.

A ll  the an tiw ar and socialist 
groups must come together to 
show tha t neither fire-bom bing 
nor napalm-bombing can in tim i­
date them. The an tiw a r actions 
should grow bigger and stronger, 
looking fo rw ard  especially to the 
Nov. 5-8 demonstrations. The So­
cia list Workers P arty  candidates 
in  New York and throughout the 
nation must extend and expand 
th e ir election w ork  in  response to 
this attack. — Jack Marsh, SWP 
candidate for U.S. Representative, 
5th Congressional Dis., M inn.; Joe 
Johnson, SWP candidate for U.S. 
Senator from Minnesota.

The Socialist P arty  deplores the 
recent fire-bom bings o f the So­
cia lis t W orkers P a rty ’s national 
office. These actions can only be 
noted as an attem pt by ind iv idua ls 
through un law fu l means to harass 
and suppress the r ig h t o f free 
thought and speech and as an a t­
tack upon the radical movement 
in  general. A lthough we do not 
agree po lit ica lly  w ith  the SWP, we 
w il l  undauntingly defend them 
against encroachments upon the ir 
c iv il liberties. — Socialist Party.

those who earlier bombed the o f­
fices of The W orker, the DuBois 
Clubs and the V ietnam  Day Com­
mittee, are fo llow ing  the example 
set by the barbarous foreign po li­
cy of the government o f the 
United States of America. The cul­
p rits  are not the bomb-throwers, 
bu t those who are responsible fo r 
dropping bombs n igh t and day on 
the people o f V ietnam. — Leo 
Huberman, Paul M . Sweezy, co- 
editors, M onth ly Review.

Comrades deeply regret bomb­
ing. Relieved no one in ju red . No 
doubt attack reflects reaction’s 
alarm  at grow ing opposition to 
w ar in  Vietnam. We know  they 
w il l  not succeed in  th e ir attempted 
in tim ida tion  and that we w il l  a ll 
cease our struggle only when the 
revo lu tion  there and here is suc­
cessful. — P. M itchell, La Ligue 
Socialiste Ouvrière; Montreal, 
Quebec.

We deplore and condemn the 
bombing o f the Socialist W orkers 
Party  offices and headquarters at 
873 Broadway on Sept. 29.

Such acts o f violence, like  the 
bombing and murders in  the 
South, s im ply po in t to the racism 
and oppression w hich preva il in  
the nation and which are today 
becoming increasingly visible. 
—Ivanhoe Donaldson, director; 
New York Student Nonviolent Co­
ordinating Committee office.

The news o f the f ire  bombs 
th row n at the national offices of 
the Socialist W orkers Party  came 
in  the m idst of ou r petition  cam­
paign to have the D e tro it Common 
Council approve the c ity ’s paying 
b u ria l expenses and medical b ills  
fo r the three Young Socialists shot 
on May 16. The parallels between 
the m urder and shooting here in  
D e tro it and the recent fire -bom b­
ings in  New Y ork  are easily seen. 
In  both cases the attack was car­
ried out by reactionary indiv iduals 
encouraged by the vicious an ti­
communism launched and m ain­
tained by the U.S. government. In  
both cases, the Socialist Workers 
P arty  became a target (along w ith  
SNCC, the VDC, the Communist 
Party, the b lack ghettos) o f the 
pattern  o f violence directed 
against those who oppose racism, 
the w ar in  V ietnam  and other 
abuses o f capitalism. In  both cases, 
the SWP has refused to give up 
its fig h t to  remove the basic cause 
o f these abuses; capitalism. W hat 
happened here on M ay 16 resulted 
in  a greater determ ination than 
ever to w ork  fo r  the creation o f 
a socialist society. We know that 
the same a ttitude exists in  New 
Y o rk  among our comrades. — De­
tro it branch, Socialist Workers 
Party.

N E A R  M IS S . R em nant o f m o lo ­
to v  co ck ta il on w in d o w  s i l l  o f 
M il i ta n t  e d ito r ia l o ffice . T h is  
one fa ile d  to  do damage.

Last week’s fire -bom bing of 
your national headquarters is an­
other in  the long line  o f hooligan 
attacks against those organizations 
who have been w ork ing  to end 
the w ar in  Vietnam. The bomb­
ing  o f the Berkeley V ietnam  Day 
Committee’s headquarters, the re­
peated attempts to destroy the o f­
fices o f The W orker, the repres­
sive attacks against the DuBois 
Clubs by New Y ork  police and 
the federal government, the fata l 
shooting o f one o f your D e tro it 
comrades and serious wounding 
o f tw o others —  a ll desperate acts 
o f te rro r and a ll w ith  one p u r­
pose: to destroy the grow ing a n ti- 
V ie tnam -w ar movement in  th is 
country. But, ra ther than confuse 
and isolate us, th is pattern o f in ­
tim ida tion  and repression has 
served to b ring  a ll those struggling 
fo r peace closer together.

We stand w ith  you in  the fig h t 
against the w ar in  V ietnam , as 
we do w ith  a ll organizations and 
ind iv idua ls who have had the 
courage to te ll the tru th  about 
th is bloody, racist war. A n  in ju ry  
to one is an in ju ry  to a ll! — Vet­
erans and Reservists to End the 
W ar in Vietnam.

I t  seems to me evident that the 
bombing o f the Socialist Workers 
P arty  headquarters in  New Y ork 
C ity, fo llow ing  upon the bombing 
of  the Communist Party head­
quarters there, is pa rt and parcel 
of the violence to w hich an ex­
p lo ita tive  society resorts as the 
crises o f the society in tensify.

Some years ago, I  read in  the 
W idner lib ra ry  at H arvard a vo l­
ume which chronicles the sequence

A T T A C K  ON CP.- Scene in  e d ito r ia l o ff ic e  o f T h e  W o rk e r a fte r 
Sept. 4 bom bing  o f C om m un is t P a rty  headquarte rs.

The Sept. 29 attack on the So­
c ia lis t W orkers headquarters is 
one more rem inder o f the tenuous 
character o f po litica l liberties in  
th is country. I t  is o f the same 
fabric  as the bombing tha t 
wrecked the national headquarters 
o f the Communist Party  in  New 
York, Sept. 4, the o ffice  o f the 
V ietnam  Day Committee in  Ber­
keley, A p r il 9, and the national 
o ffice  of the DuBois Clubs in  San 
Francisco on March 6.

These attacks have not stopped 
short o f murder. In  May, a p o lit i­
cal assassin entered the headquar­
ters o f the D e tro it Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  and shot three Wayne 
State U n ivers ity  students who 
were there, k i ll in g  one and seri­
ously wounding the others.

(Continued on Page 6)

R E M O V E  RECORDS. M em bers o f D uBois C lubs rem ove records 
fro m  n a tio n a l headquarte rs  in  San F rancisco a fte r M a rch  4 
bom bing.

o f pa rticu la r acts o f violence that 
occurred in  Germany during  the 
period tha t the Nazis were seek­
ing power. This is the background 
tha t is always in  m y m ind as I 
read o f acts o f te rro rism  and v io ­
lence in  the U.S. today, whether 
in  the bombings of build ings of 
radical organizations in New Y ork 
or in  the k illin g s  o f equal rights 
campaigners in  the South.

Is i t  rea lly  true  tha t the k ind  
o f social organization we have can 
m ainta in itse lf only by ra tiona l 
terror, violence and slaughter? 
From  Vietnam  to the Dominican 
Republic to Mississippi to  New 
Y ork  C ity  to San Francisco, i t  
seems to me tha t the masters of 
th is society are answering the 
question in  the a ffirm ative .

B u t though they may be the 
masters o f our society, they are 
not yet the masters o f the w orld, 
try  as they may. The anonymous 
thugs and hoodlums who bombed 
the build ings o f progressive or­
ganizations in  the U.S. w il l  be no 
more successful in  the long run 
than those who are dispatched to 
foreign fie lds to conquer and sup­
press the independence move­
ments in  Asia, L a tin  America and 
A frica . The violence of the pre­
sent ru lers o f this society is a los­
ing game. —James Higgins, as­
sistant editor; Y ork Gazette &  
Daily.

These attacks fo llo w  d irec tly  
from  the violence against peace 
marchers last year and Negro de­
monstrators th is year and fo llow s 
log ica lly from  Johnson’s demands 
fo r national u n ity  on a w a r p ro ­
gram. The attacks w il l  grow 
worse; the police have maide i t  
clear tha t they w il l  not protect 
us. Socialists, peace and black 
libera tion  forces should meet im ­
mediately to plan a coordinated 
defense.

A g ita tion  and public appeals 
w il l  not be enough. Hooligans 
must be taugh t tha t i t  is physi­
ca lly dangerous to attack our 
people. — Prof. Eugene Genovese.

The W elfare W orkers Commit­
tee fo r Peace in  V ietnam  is 
shocked to learn o f the bombing 
o f the SWP headquarters yester­
day. This is the latest in  a series 
o f r ig h t-w in g  attacks on the an ti­
w a r movement. The W orker was 
bombed less than a month ago, 
the Berkeley VDC office  was 
bombed last spring and the na­
tiona l DuBois Club o ffice  was also 
bombed this year. The W elfare 
W orkers Committee stands in  soli­
darity  w ith  the v ic tim s o f a ll these 
attacks, and is determined to  con­
tinue its opposition to the w a r in  
V ietnam  and the barbarous denial 
o f human rights w hich i t  bears 
responsib ility fo r  in  th is society. 
— John Talbutt, chairman; W el­
fare Workers Committee for Peace 
in Vietnam.
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The purpose o f these attacks is 
clear: to in tim ida te  in to  silence by 
v io len t means those opposed to 
the w ar in  Vietnam. Perhaps a 
single r ig h t-w in g  group is respon­
sible fo r  the bombings, aided by 
the curious ineptitude o f the po­
lice  in  catching them.

The Johnson adm in istra tion and 
the Pentagon bear the u ltim ate  
responsib ility  fo r th is  te rro r. In  
th e ir d rive  to exterm inate the ma­
jo r ity  o f the Vietnamese people 
who w ant the U.S. to  get out o f 
th e ir  country; in  th e ir d rive  to­
w ard  a w a r w ith  China and a pos­
sible nuclear catastrophe, they 
have made th inkab le  and ju s ti­
fia b le  any means o f destroying 
those who oppose th e ir policies.

The recent pattern  o f te rro r on 
the home fro n t shows tha t sup­
pression o f democratic rights 
knows no boundaries. Domestic 
fascists expect they w i l l  receive 
-— and often do —  the same type 
o f p laudits tha t th e ir governm ent- 
sponsored in te rnationa l counter­
parts, the Green Berets, receive.

F o r th is reason, the Socialist 
U nion urges a ll those ind iv idua ls 
and organizations who treasure 
freedom o f dissent, no m atter how 
d istant New Y o rk  o r Berkeley may 
seem to them —  nor how d istant 
they feel from  national radical 
o r  socialist organizations —  to 
un ite  in  condemning this pattern 
o f domestic te rro rism  and to con­
tinue in  unswerving opposition to 
Im peria lis t te rro rism  a b r o a d .  
— F lo rida  Socialist Union.

The bombing o f the SWP head­
quarters in  New Y o rk  is the latest 
o f a series o f te rro ris tic  acts aimed 
at the le ft in  th is country. O ther 
examples include the bombing o f 
the VDC office in  Berkeley, the 
bom bing o f the DuBois national 
o ffice, the m urder o f Leo Bernard, 
the  bombing o f The W orker and 
the  ransacking o f com m unity p ro ­
je c t offices in  Chicago.

Whoever carries out these in d i­
v idua l acts o f te rro r, the real per­
petrators are the ru lin g  classes o f 
th is  country who have, w ith  o ff i­
c ia l acts and w ith  repeated lies, 
created a clim ate o f fear, suspi­
cion and b igo try  in  the minds of 
so many.

U n ive rs ity  o f Minnesota Stu­
dents fo r  a Democratic Society 
condemns local and federal law  
enforcement o ffic ia ls  fo r  fa ilu re  to 
ca rry  ou t th e ir professed duties 
in  the specific instance o f th is 
te rro rism  and fo r  operating as the 
p riva te  bodyguards o f a pa rticu ­
la r  class in  general.

But in  order to rea lly  end the 
atmosphere o f te rro r and the cy­
c lica l violence w h ich  accompanies 
It , i t  w il l  be necessary to strike 
ait the root cause o f Cold W ar 
anti-Com m unism . SDS calls on a ll 
those who seek emancipation of 
.the oppressed and exploited to 
un ite  in  opposition to anti-C om ­
munism and a ll other scapegoat­
ing  designed to d ilu te  the struggle 
fo r  emancipation. —Lee W. Smith, 
chairman; U n ive rs ity  o f M inne­
sota Students fo r  a Democratic 
Society.

Th is violence tha t’s ris ing 
throughout the nation from  the 
u ltra - r ig h t reactionary fanatics 
and the police departments 
throughout the nation require  the 
u n ity  o f a ll le ft, progressive and 
libe ra l and dem ocratic-th inking 
forces throughout the nation to 
repulse the attack. We see tha t 
wherever the le ft and other p ro ­
gressive forces have been at­
tacked, there exist u ltra -r ig h t and 
police department u n ity  p rom ul­
gating th is  violence.

F o r example, in  San Francisco, 
Ronald Reagan and the police de­
partm ent have un ited to defeat 
the aspirations o f ghetto residents; 
in  M ississippi and Alabama, where 
i t ’s a foregone conclusion; and in  
New York, where the Conserva­
tive  P a rty  and the police depart­
m ent are u n iting  to defeat a c i­
v ilia n  review  board w hich is in ­
e ffective to begin w ith .

Therefore, the DuBois Clubs 
stress that, in  C aliforn ia, the 
wisest way to defeat these attacks, 
fo r example, w ould be fo r  B row n 
to rebuke police b ru ta lity  and not 
try  to woo the u ltra -r ig h t. By the 
same token, i t  requires tha t the 
so-called libe ra l, Rockefeller, 
should take a stand against the 
Conservative P arty  and the po­
lice  department by campaigning on 
behalf o f the proposed c iv ilia n  re­
v iew  board. — Jose Ristorucci, 
N. Y. Coordinator; W.E.B. DuBois 
Clubs.

This is another evidence o f the 
grow ing violence in  our society 
caused in  the main pa rt by  the 
evils o f capita lism  and war. 
— Catholic W orker staff.

The Berkeley-Oakland SWP 
recognizes recent bombing o f na­
tiona l headquarters as another a t­
tem pt to in tim ida te  those in  the 
fron t, lines o f struggle against im ­
peria lis t w ar in  V ietnam . O ur an­
swer to bombing, as to previous 
bombing, w i l l  be to in tensify  ef­
forts fo r  a socialist America. 
—Berkeley-Oakland S o c i a l i s t  
W orkers Party.

The r ig h t w ing  has acted hys­
te rica lly , in  th e ir e fforts to dis­
courage those opposed to the b ru ­
ta l, illega l w ar in  Vietnam. The 
bombings o f the Communist Par­
ty, the V ietnam  Day Committee, 
the DuBois Clubs, and, now, the 
offices o f the Socialist W orkers 
P arty  are c learly planned in c i­
dences. T he ir weapon has been 
in  the fo rm  o f violence. Ours must 
be stronger u n ity  and a redoub­
lin g  o f ou r efforts w ith in  the 
peace movement. Yours fo r  peace 
and un ity . — Grace M ora N ew ­
man.

The San Francisco local o f the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  protests 
the te rro ris t f ire  bombing o f the 
national headquarters o f the SWP 
in  New York.

Coming in  the m idst o f an elec­
tion  campaign o f the SWP, i t  is 
an attem pt to s tifle  the tru th  
w hich is so feared by the ru lin g  
Circles o f th is country and is an­
other e ffo rt to  in tim ida te  the 
grow ing opposition to the V ie t­
nam w ar being carried ou t by 
U nited States im peria lism .

C rim ina l acts such as the f ire - 
bombing o f the SWP headquar­
ters, the bombing o f the VDC o f­
fices o f Berkeley, the m urder of 
a member o f the SWP, the bomb­
ing o f the offices o f the Com­
m unist P a rty  and the bombings 
o f the DuBois C lub offices w il l  
not ha lt fo r one moment those 
who refuse to be a party  to the 
slaughter o f the Vietnamese 
people.

Such crimes w il l  serve to u n ify  
and strengthen the whole an tiw ar 
movement in  th is country. We of 
the San Francisco SWP pledge 
our continued and increased ac­
t iv i ty  against th is b ru ta l w a r in  
V ietnam  and re -a ffirm  tha t an a t­
tack against one is an attack 
against a ll. — San Francisco So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party.

The T w in  Cities DuBois Clubs 
denounces the bombing o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  New Y ork  
headquarters as a d irect conse­
quence o f the w a r policies o f the 
Johnson adm in istra tion and as 
pa rt o f a pattern o f u ltra -r ig h t, 
governm ent-ignored attacks on 
such an tiw a r groups as the B er­
keley V ietnam  Day Committee, 
the DuBois Clubs o f Am erica, the 
Communist P arty  and the Young 
Socialist A lliance. — T w in  Cities 
DuBois Clubs.

The Seattle branch o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P arty  expresses 
its so lida rity  w ith  the rest o f the 
p a rty  in  the face o f the continued 
acts of violence being directed at 
our party  and the an tiw ar move­
ment as a whole.

These te rro ris tic  attacks are 
comm itted by r ig h t-w in g  “ pa­
tr io ts ”  who take th e ir cue from

the o ffic ia l campaign o f violence 
being carried out against the V ie t­
namese people. Such acts are com­
m itted in  the mistaken be lie f tha t 
the an tiw ar movement w il l  be in ­
tim idated and weakened as a re­
sult. O ur response and, we are 
sure, the response o f the entire 
an tiw ar movement w il l  be to w ork 
even more energetically and 
un ited ly  fo r an end to the crimes 
being committed by the Johnson 
adm inistration in  its efforts to 
crush the struggle of the V ie t­
namese fo r th e ir independence. 
— Seattle Branch, Socialist W ork ­
ers Party.

I t  seems apparent to me tha t 
th is bombing is an attem pt by 
those who are fo r  the w a r in  
V ietnam  to in tim ida te  the an tiw ar 
movement. I  demonstrate m y soli­
da rity  w ith  you in  this a ttack on 
your organization. — Carol Bodine, 
steering committee member; San 
Francisco C ity  College Students 
Against the W ar.

Outraged by bombing attack. 
Confident these fascist tactics w il l  
never shake you r determ ination to 
fig h t fo r  socialism any more than 
they have succeeded to th is po in t 
in  Vietnam. We stand w ith  you. 
We shall w in ! — W. Bernard, o r­
ganizer; L ’A Iliance Des Jeunes 
Socialistes, M ontreal, Quebec.

I  feel repression o f a ll groups 
on the le ft and in  the peace move­
m ent is increasing and w il l  con­
tinue to increase. We must stand 
together in  opposing t h i s .  
— Staughton Lynd.

The opponents of the im peria l­
is t w a r machine are coming un­
der greater attack. One o f the 
best ways to defend ourselves is 
to bu ild  an even la rger protest 
against the ru lin g  class and its 
government w hich creates the at­
mosphere fo r  such attacks. 
—Boston SWP and Boston YSA.

The bombing o f your headquar­
ters is ju s t one more in  the cur­
ren t series o f te rro ris tic  acts d i­
rected against the most outspoken 
opponents o f the w a r in  Vietnam. 
We stand in  so lidarity  w ith  you 
and a ll other an tiw ar fighters 
against those who seek to destroy 
the an tiw ar movement. We urge 
you and a ll other sections o f the 
movement not to  be in tim idated, 
bu t to  increase your w o rk  to end 
the w a r as we w il l  ours. — San 
Francisco State College V ietnam 
Day Committee.

We strongly protest the r ig h t-  
w ing  te rro ris t fire -bom bing o f the 
SWP national headquarters. This 
act was undoubtedly an attem pt 
to silence the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  and its strong opposition to 
Johnson’s w a r in  Asia. We w il l  
redouble our efforts to end this 
w ar and to change the society 
w hich produces such outrages. 
— San Francisco Young Socialist 
A lliance.

The Philadelphia Branch of the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  condemns 
the fire -bom bing of the national 
headquarters of our pa rty  in  New 
Y ork. This attack; fa r fro m  in ­
tim ida ting  those who are figh ting  
against the V ietnam  w ar, only 
serves to increase the determ ina­
tion  of the party  to struggle fo r 
an end to the war. Every attem pt 
to push back the an tiw ar forces 
through violence w il l  be m et by 
greater determ ination to go fo r­
ward.— P h i la d e lp h ia  Socialist 
W orkers Party.

The Chicago branches o f the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  and Young 
Socialist A lliance express solidar­
ity  w ith  you. The bomb attack 
on the national office of the SWP 
w il l  not lessen our opposition to 
Am erican capitalism  and its w ar 
in  Vietnam. We urge the SWP 
in  New Y ork  to answer th is at­
tack by accelerating its election 
campaign.— Chicago branches of 
the Socialist W orkers P arty  and 
Young Socialist A lliance.

The three men are s t i l l  being 
kept in  isolation from  other pris­
oners. Johnson and M ora are now 
in  the same cell, bu t Samas is 
s ti l l  in  to ta l isolation. He sees 
Johnson and M ora only on Sunday 
mornings at chapel services. He 
got a good boost th is weekend, 
Mrs. M ora reports, when his fa ­
the r was able to f ly  in  from  his 
C a liforn ia  home to v is it h im .

The three are now perm itted a 
d a ily  45-m inute exercise period. 
O fficers o rig in a lly  said there 
w ould be tw o  such periods a day. 
They are being treated like  dan­
gerous crim inals, not perm itted to 
use belts or shoe strings, and du r­
ing  the exercise period, M ora and 
Johnson are perm itted to th row  
a glove back and fo rth , bu t not a 
ba ll. T he ir food is good b u t the 
cells are not clean and have ants 
in  them.

The “ explanation”  fo r the ir 
being forced to stand a ll day is 
tha t regulations require tha t p ris ­
oners stand in  the presence o f a 
guard or superior o ffice r and since 
they are under constant su rve il­
lance th is means a ll the time.

Members o f Johnson’s and 
M ora’s fam ilies,, who live  in  New 
Y ork, have been able to v is it them 
every weekend. They report tha t 
a ll three continue in  good sp irits 
despite the ir cruel ordeal.

Washington and B a ltim ore peace 
groups have been holding dem­
onstrations outside F o rt Meade 
protesting the treatm ent o f the 
three men. The Oct. 2 demonstra­
tion was converted in to  a ra lly  
at w hich Mrs. Newman, her b ro th ­
er, Joseph Mora, and D arw in  
Johnson, brother o f Pfc. James 
Johnson, spoke.

The F o rt Hood Three Defense 
Committee has also announced 
tha t Stanley Faulkner, attorney 
fo r the three, w il l  speak on the 
case in  Tucson, A riz., Oct. 12; Los 
Angeles, Oct. 14 and 16; and the 
Bay Area, Oct. 15. The Bay A rea 
meeting w il l  be sponsored by the 
U nited Committee Against the 
W ar in  Vietnam, the Bay A rea 
Peace Council and the Com m unity 
fo r New Politics. In  addition to 
M r. Faulkner, the meeting w il l  
hear Donald Duncan, Robert 
Scheer and Mrs. Anne Samas, 
mother of Pvt. Samas.

The F o rt Hood Three Defense 
Committee has urged tha t protests 
against the treatm ent o f the three 
heroic an tiw ar fighters be lodged 
w ith  Capt. B raxton, Stockade 
Commander, F o rt Meade, M d.

_______ NEW YORK___________________NEW YORK

A Tribute to 3 American Heroes

The Fort Hood Three
Pfc. James Johnson Pvt. Dennis Mora Pvt. David Samas

Jailed by the Army for refusing to fight in Vietnam.
They have stood firm. Now we must back them upl

speakers

Dwight MacDonald, author-critic Jules Feiffer, cartoonist 
Dave Dellinger, Just back from Saigon 
Lincoln Lynch, associate director, CORE 

Stanley Faulkner, Atty. for Fort Hood 3 A.J. Muste, chrmn.
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T O W N  H A L L
113 W. 43rd St. (Between 6th Ave. & Times Sq.)

contrib. $1 (students 50 cenh)

Ausp. Fort Hood Three Defense Committee 
5 Beekman St. (10th floor) Phone 227-8891

The F o rt Hood Three are s ti l l  
being subjected to barbaric pun­
ishment and miserable treatment, 
according to a report by Mrs. 
Grace Mora Newman, sister of 
Pvt. Dennis Mora. She visited 
F o rt Meade, Md., where the three 
GIs are being held, on Sunday, 
Oct. 2.

On the basis of statements made 
by officers at F o rt Meade in  re­
sponse to protests against the 
treatm ent of the three service­
men, i t  was reported last week 
tha t the three are no longer being 
compelled to stand in  th e ir cells 
the entire  day. Mrs. Newman 
found on her v is it tha t th is was 
not the case.

The three men, w ho are being 
held at F o rt Meade pending ad­
jud ica tion  of the ir cou rt-m a rtia l 
sentence, are s t i l l  required to 
stand from  when they arise at 5
a.m. u n til 6 p.m. in  the evening.

P vt. M ora was sentenced to 
three years at hard labor, and Pfc. 
James Johnson and Pvt. D avid 
Samas were sentenced to five  
years a fte r they were convicted of 
refusing to go to Vietnam. The 
three GIs were arrested, ordered 
to V ietnam  and court-m artia led 
sifter refusing, fo llow ing  the ir an­
nouncement tha t they had filed  
su it in  federal court to  bar the 
arm y from  forc ing  them to go to 
Vietnam. T he ir request fo r  an 
in junc tion  charged tha t U.S. in ­
tervention there is “ illegal, im ­
m oral and un just.”

Camp Midvale 
Arson Attack

Camp M idvale, an in te rrac ia l 
resort a t Ringwood, N.J., an­
nounced tha t its m ain bu ild ing  was 
razed to the ground by arsonists 
early on Oct. 2. The f ire  levelled 
the bu ild ing ’s housing offices, so­
cia l ha ll, d in ing  room, meeting 
room and stage.

The camp has been under heavy 
r ig h t-w in g  attack. On Ju ly  14, 
Congressman Charles Joelson, a 
local Democrat, branded i t  “ a 
Communist tra in ing  school.”  A  
week later, the mayor of R ing- 
wood referred to the camp as “ the 
comrade of the enemy.”  Then the 
state convention o f the Am erican 
Legion issued an attack on the 
camp. I t  w il l  cost an estimated 
$50,000 to replace the destroyed 
facilities.
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Letters From Our Readers
------------- Thought for the Week -------------

" I  got a le tte r from  my m other,’ said one young d riv e r o f an 
armored car. ‘She said tha t the w a r can’t  last long now because the 
Vietcong know  they can’t  beat the Americans. B ro ther, w hat she 
doesn’t  know !” ’ —  From  a V ietnam  dispatch to the Oct. 3 New  
Y ork  Times.

[This column is an open fo rum  
for a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w il l  be 
abridged. W riters ’  in it ia ls  w U l be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

Southern Fighter
New Orleans, La.

Recently, a num ber o f us read 
you r publication and take this 
opportun ity  to  express favo r in  
w ha t you are saying.

A t our college here, we would 
like  to spread seeds in  accord w ith  
the ideas you are p rin ting . As sup­
pressed students, we are try in g  
to  get organized fo r there is de­
fin ite  need fo r  academic freedom 
and student justice on our cam­
pus; you can imagine w hat we 
mean.

J. P.

NAACP Appeal
New York, N .Y .

The te rro r o f a young Negro 
boy alone, c rue lly  in ju red  and as­
saulted by men w ho cursed and 
beat h im , w il l  long rem ain in  our 
na tiona l memory. A  week ago 
Monday in  Grenada, Miss., 12- 
year-o ld  R ichard Sigh, his face 
bloody, his clothes tom , hobbled 
nearly  a block on a leg tha t had 
been broken before he escaped his 
torturers. He had comm itted the 
offense o f presenting h im self fo r 
admission to school together w ith  
w h ite  students.

R ichard was one of 150 Negro 
school ch ildren perm itted by a 
federal court order obtained by 
the Legal Defense Fund to  enter 
previously a ll-w h ite  schools in  
th is  ru ra l M ississippi c ity . W h ile  
police and tow n o ffic ia ls  stood by, 
a mob o f 400 w h ite  townspeople, 
armed w ith  chains and axe 
handles, pummeled and kicked 
Negro students —  boys and girls. 
Four, inc lud ing  R ichard Sigh, 
were hospitalized; more than 30 
were in ju red .

The NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund represents the 
Negro parents and ch ildren of 
Grenada in  th is crisis. Another v ic ­
t im  o f the mob was H enry A ron ­
son, Fund attorney. He was b ru ­
ta lly  beaten w h ile  local police 
stood by. He was in  Grenada to 
secure legal protection fo r  the 
defenseless Negro children.

The fu l l  resources o f the Legal 
Defense Fund ar e now being used 
through the courts to secure an end 
to violence in  th is  comm unity. The 
hurts suffered by ch ild ren shame 
every decent citizen. The violence 
and lawlessness of w h ite  citizens, 
tolerated by officers o f the law  
and by tow n offic ia ls, must be 
stopped i f  ours is to  rem ain a na­
tion  under law . Last week in  Gre­
nada the mobs took over. The 
parting  words o f the b ru ta l as­
sailant of 12-year-old R ichard 
Sigh te ll a ll: “ That’l l  teach you, 
nigger. Don’t  come back tom or­
row . You te ll your m other i f  you 
come back here tom orrow , she’ l l  
be a dead nigger.”

For the past 27 years, the Legal 
Defense Fund has defended help­
less v ic tim s of racia l hate and in ­

justice through the orderly  pro­
cesses o f the courts. We depend 
en tire ly  on the vo lun ta ry  contribu­
tions o f concerned citizens. O ur 
need is more urgent today than 
at any tim e in  our history. Please 
give as generously as you can.

Send your contributions to  the 
“ Committee of 100,”  Suite 2030, 
10 Columbus Circle, New York, 
N .Y .

Paul Moore, Jr.
Chairman

Nature of the UN
Bronx, N .Y .

Something tha t has been puzz­
lin g  me fo r some tim e now is the 
position —  or lack of position — 
tha t the radical press of a ll shades 
and opinions has taken over the 
years on the U nited Nations.

I t  is said th a t Len in  categorized 
the League o f Nations as a “ den 
of thieves.”  I  believe tha t the UN 
is the same, on ly  more so. Under 
its aura o f benevolence i t  has 
waged the w a r in  Korea, helped 
overthrow  Lum um ba in  the Con­
go, allowed the U.S. to take u n i­
la te ra l action in  the Dominican 
Republic and Cuba and a host 
of other things.

Y e t in  its 20 years o f existence 
I  have never seen one real exposé 
of the U N  in  a rad ica l paper or 
magazine.

Is th is because the socialist 
countries are in  the U N  and be­
cause Russia helped (w rong ly, I  
believe) to  in itia te  it? O r is i t  be­
cause, like  the cop on the corner 
who practices police b ru ta lity  one 
m inute  and helps an old lady to 
cross the street the next, i t  does 
some good?

Most “ radicals”  seem to th in k  
the la tte r —  tha t “ w h ile  they’re 
s t i l l  ta lk ing  there’s hope.”  To m y 
m ind th is is the phoniest pacifism  
and I  th in k  i t ’s about tim e they 
woke up and took th e ir b linkers 
off.

E. L .

P.S. Perhaps the UN should be 
changed to U.S. o f the UN so 
people w ould  know  ju s t w ha t i t  
stands fo r since the U.S. rea lly  
controls i t  about 99 percent o f the 
time.

E. L.

[F rom  the outset, The M ilita n t  
has expressed the view  tha t the 
U N  has served as an instrum ent 
o f the U.S. and its  im peria lis t 
allies and tha t i t  Is a dangerous 
illus ion  to  consider i t  a vehicle 
fo r the prevention o f w ar. Non­
capita lis t states can u tilize  the 
UN as an in te rnationa l fo rum  as, 
fo r example, Cuba has done. B u t 
in  such decisive cases as the U.S. 
in te rvention  in  Korea and the in ­
tervention in  the Congo, the UN 
has been u tilized  as a fro n t fo r 
im peria lism . Editor.]

A 'Must' Film
D etro it, M ich.

Every so often a f i lm  emerges 
w hich m erits a “ m ust”  rating. One 
o f these is “ The Gospel According 
to St. M atthew .”  I t  has already 
received the praise o f the bour­
geois critics. However, as is usual 
w ith  the bourgeois m ind, i t  suffers

from  various paralyses when con­
fronted w ith  themes carry ing  so­
cia l meaning. I t  is th is social 
meaning o f “ The Gospel Accord­
ing to St. M atthew ”  tha t the de­
cadent critic ism  of the bourgeoisie 
in  its  11th hour search fo r “ a rt­
is try ”  and “ o rig in a lity ”  have ne­
cessarily passed by.

P ier Paolo Pasolini, in  bring ing 
the gospel o f the itine ran t preach­
er Jesus of Nazareth to a rtis tic  
fru it io n  via the medium of film , 
has transcended the environment. 
The reasons fo r Pasolini’s trans­
cendence are not d if f ic u lt  to  de­
fine. They are simple. Pasolini is 
at once an a rtis t and a commun­
ist. Who else but a man incor­
porating these im perfect descrip­
tive  labels w ould have had the 
reverence to make a f i lm  using 
ord inary  S ic ilian fo lk  as actors in  
a setting tha t by its beau tifu l sim ­
p lic ity  cuts away the glam our tha t 
the hucksters had applied w ith  
rococo deviation to the story of 
Jesus? This is not to  im p ly  tha t 
schmaltz is absent from  Pasolini’s 
film . I t  is there. B u t i t  is there 
because schmaltz is inherent in  
the m yth  of Christ, inherent in  
the tragedy of Jesus, and not be­
cause o f anyth ing Pasolini has 
done via the license of f i lm  crea­
tion. Indeed, one hazards to  say 
tha t atheists w il l  sympathize more 
w ith  the f i lm  than the religious. 
Moreover, in  the fu tu re , should any 
a rtis t seek to make a f i lm  on the 
l ife  and death o f Jesus, he w il l  
have to reckon w ith  Pasolini’s

Looking Ahead —  A  recent issue 
o f the W all Street Journa l report­
ed on a b illio n -d o lla r N avy con­
trac t fo r the construction o f a new 
Fast Deployment Logistics fre ig h t­
er. The paper said: “ The F D L  w il l  
team up w ith  the A ir  Force’s 
forthcom ing g iant je t transport 
plane, the C5A, to give U.S. m ili­
ta ry  forces a faster harder punch 
fo r police actions and b rush -fire  
wars o f the 1970s.”

Responds in K ind —  Recently 
we reported the case o f a M inne­
sota youth who dumped tw o 
buckets of human excrement on 
•the records at his local d ra ft 
board. Now there is the fu ro r in 
South Korea about the pa rlia ­
m entary debate surrounding the 
scandal of the country ’s top cor­
poration getting caught smuggling 
raw  saccharine in to  the country 
under the guise o f tax-free  con­
struction m ateria l. Opposition MPs 
charged government com plicity. 
One of them, K im  D u Han, strode 
to the podium  hold ing a cardboard 
container. Snipping the rope from  
i t  w ith  his teeth, he took out a 
five-ga llon  t in  container and flung  
the contents over the prim e m in ­
ister and several cabinet mem­
bers. I t  was human excrement. 
The m inisters were outraged.

Deep Thinker —  Charles K e rr, 
President of the U n ive rs ity  of 
C aliforn ia , says the reason there 
are more student protests these 
days is because there are more 
students.

Brace Yourselves —  We’re sure 
parents w i l l  be happy to learn 
tha t the president of the Toy 
M anufacturers Association pre­
dicts tha t TV  toy advertis ing this 
year “ w i l l  be the largest ever 
by fa r.”  He anticipates tha t a 
heavy Christmas d rive  w il l  push 
toy sales to $2.6 b illio n  fo r the 
year.

A in’t  I t  the Truth —  John C. 
Doyle, a financia l wheeler and 
dealer, took i t  on the lam  to Cana­
da a fte r being sentenced to a p r i­
son term  in  the U.S. fo r illega l 
use o f the m ails to sell unreg­
istered stock. Now he has emerged 
as chairman of the executive com-

version because i t  is a master­
piece.

The backdrop of the f i lm  is the 
island of S ic ily . S ic ily , barren and 
desiccated. The early life  o f Jesus 
is handled tra d itio n a lly  by  show­
ing b irth , f l ig h t in to  Egypt and a 
pow erfu l massacre of the inno­
cents. The mood of the f i lm  is 
set when we see Jesus strid ing  
through a fie ld , ca lling  bemused 
peasants to repentence. Fo llow ­
ing this, Jesus is a t the sea re­
c ru itin g  fisherm en to be fishers 
of men. H is tem ptation by the 
dev il is p a rtly  set above the clouds 
in  the volcanic craters tha t foot 
M t. Etna. The contrast between 
the rich  and the poor is m ain­
tained through the device of robes 
and popish hats fo r  the rich.

Throughout the film , Pasolini 
employs the words and parables 
of the Social Gospel evoking the 
sympathy na tu ra l to  goodness. The 
scene of Jesus confounding the 
scribes and pharisees is extrem ely 
w e ll done. He is the fo lk  hero, 
the people g rinn ing  and enhanced 
by the performance of th e ir cham­
pion in  the bowels o f the pow er­
fu l. One thought of another great 
fo lk  hero relentlessly, zealously

m ittee of Canadian Javelin, a 
h igh-powered investment corpora­
tion. The New Y ork Times asked 
James McNamara, president of 
the company, how his associates 
fe lt about dealing w ith  a fug itive . 
“ M r. McNamara stretched his p o rt­
ly  body out on a beige sofa in  his 
15th floo r suite, managed a wan 
smile, and said, ‘business is busi­
ness.’ ”

I f  Only I t  W orked —  A  native 
o f Indiana liv in g  in  New Y o rk  re ­
ceived a d ra ft board notice of re ­
classification. The Post O ffice  can­
cella tion bore the inscription, 
“ P ray fo r  Peace.”

Mistaken Identity —  L e s t e r  
Hale, Dean o f the U n ive rs ity  of 
F lo rida  at Tallahassee, says he 
doubts the adm inistration w il l  
recognize the recently organized 
U n ivers ity  of F lo rida  Socialist 
Union. He said tha t because of 
its  name people m ight th in k  i t  
“ was a spokesman fo r the ad­
m in is tra tion .”  A nother spokesman

devastating the class logic o f the 
rich  and the ir in te llec tua l h ire ­
lings; the te r r ib ly  depressing tru th  
o f “ a prophet is no t w ith o u t hon­
our, save in  his own country, and 
in  his own house.”  H is to rica lly , 
on ly the instrum ents o f c ru c ifix io n  
have changed. Assassins are s t i l l  
in  demand by the heirs of Rome.

Music as diverse as Negro sp ir i­
tuals, Bach, Russian Choral, A f­
rican fo lk , Hebrew cantoria l and 
symphonic accompanies the v a r i­
ous scenes. This va rie ty  under­
scores the un ive rsa lity  o f cu ltu re  
and the iden tity  tha t a ll men share 
free from  the poisons and lies 
of the vested interests. The cruc i­
fix io n  scene is itse lf a pow erfu l 
combination of music, setting, and 
the camera’s attention on M ary 
ro llin g  to and fro  in  p it i fu l lamen­
ta tion  w h ile  the son o f man suf­
fers fo r his audacity. Upon the 
face o f the crucified  C hris t ap­
pears a throbbing, delirious lig h t 
heightening the effect o f the  c li­
mactic agony. The f i lm  ends w ith  
Jesus’ resurrection and admoni­
tion  to teach a ll nations, a f in a l 
homage to the tru th  and its inex - 
tinguishagle power o f liberation.

Elias Boukhers

said i t  was by no means assured 
the group w ould be recognized 
even i f  i t  changed its name. He 
said an organization’s objectives 
had to be in  accord w ith  adm in i­
stration policy. Jan G arre tt, sec­
re ta ry  o f the group, said a b i­
w eekly fo rum  series is being 
planned.

Correction —  Basing ourselves 
on an obscurely worded news 
item, we recently reported tha t a 
survey had shown th a t T ru6  
cigarettes had less ta r and n icotine 
than any other filte red  brand but 
th a t a ll the filte red  cigarettes had 
more ta r and nicotine than the un­
filte red  ones. A c tua lly , T rue  was 
found to contain less ta r and n i­
cotine than e ither filte re d  o r non­
filte red  types. W hat the report d id 
establish was tha t the filte re d  Ci­
garettes of three top companies 
contained more ta r and n icotine 
than th e ir non -filte red  brands. 
The report also confirm ed th a t no 
cigarette is “ safe.”

— H arry Ring

I f  you  en jo y  read ing  The M il i ta n t  and are in te res ted  in  
w h a t the  young  soc ia lis t m ovem en t is  th in k in g  and do ing, 
yo u  w i l l  w a n t to  subscribe  to  A m e ric a ’s le a d in g  young  so­
c ia lis t m agazine
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Demand Civilian Probe of Killer Cop 
Who Set Off S.F. Ghetto Explosion

B y H a l Verb

side o f the com m unity center. 
Furious at the mayor fo r sending 
in  police w ith  shotguns, the youths 
booed and jeered h im  as he spoke 
through a bu llhorn. O rv ille  Luster, 
a Youth fo r Service leader, per­
suaded the m ayor to leave and 
200 police sealed o ff a s ix-b lock 
area a fte r he le ft. D uring  th is 
time, a TV-cameram an’s car was 
turned over and set on fire .

A  nervous c ity  adm inistration, 
anxious over a possible recurrence 
of another W atts in  the troubled 
c ity  o f San Francisco, panicked 
and called in the National Guard 
and additional reinforcements of 
state police and highway pa tro l­
men. Both M ayor John Shelley 
and Governor Edmund B row n said 
they were acting through mea­
sures adopted since the Watts up­
rising. The c ity  was proclaimed 
to be in  a state o f emergency and 
a curfew  was announced fo r  Ne­
gro ghetto troub le  spots.

National Guards
One day later, 2,000 national 

guardsmen were in  tow n w ith  
some 500 stationed in the Hunters 
Poin t area and 850 pa tro lling  the 
F illm ore  d is tric t. They came armed 
w ith  M -1 rifle s  and B row ning 
Autom atic R ifles (B A R ’s). There 
were reports also tha t 120 mm. 
recoilless rifle s  and 60 caliber ma­
chine guns were also on hand. 
Guardsmen marched up and down 
in  groups of five  and w ould stop 
people on the street asking them 
to iden tify  themselves.

The same day violence erupted 
late in  the afternoon at Hunters 
Poin t —  bu t the violence was d i­
rected against the Negro citizens 
by shotgun-armed police who 
fired  on the Bayview -H unters 
Poin t Com m unity Center. A l­
though the press accounts de­
scribed the incident as a bloody 
“ battle,”  the facts te ll a d iffe ren t 
story.

I  v isited the Center today and 
spoke to the executive director, 
Harold B. Brooks, Jr. Brooks said 
tha t I  and Bob Randolph of the 
National Guardian, who was also 
present, were the f irs t newsmen 
to question h im  since the eruption 
on Sept. 27. He to ld a harrow ing 
tale of fear and hysteria tha t pre­
vailed during  the tim e o f the 
shooting.

As I  w alked through the rooms 
s ti l l  bearing the marks of gun­
shot bulle ts and slugs and the 
shattered remnants o f the glass 
windows, Brooks said tha t the 
com m unity hadn’t  recovered yet 
from  the shock of the police f i r ­
ing on the Center.

“ These kids,”  Brooks said, “ They 
weren’t  th ink ing  tha t the police 
would ever fire  on them.”

A t the tim e some 200 young­
sters were in  the bu ild ing. L u ck i­
ly  enough, when the f ir in g  began 
there were none in  the fron t.

“ I f  there had been,”  said 
Brooks, “ there w ould have been 
a massacre.”

Brooks estimated tha t a thou­
sand rounds of am m unition were 
“ easily”  fire d  into the build ing. 
Brooks, an ex-navy man, said: “ I t  
sounded like  we were back in 
Okinawa.”

“ I  to ld  the kids to lay  down 
u n til we got th is th ing  settled and 
asked the boys to keep the g irls  
down and hold them down.”  Then 
someone shouted: “ They’ve k illed  
tw o or three people! They’ve 
k ille d  tw o or three people!”

A t th is po in t the youths be­
came hysterical and Brooks, in  a 
desperation move, rushed to the

Barb photo b y  E llio t B orin

PR ISO N ER . One of the 359 prisoners seized by cops during San Francisco ghetto outbreak. Cops 
turned area into  a battleground.

fro n t of the bu ild ing  and shouted 
to the police: “ For God’s sake — 
le t me b ring  the kids out and take 
them home!”  M iraculously, he was 
not fired  on.

I t  was about seven or eight 
m inutes after the f ir in g  began 
tha t shooting came to a halt.

The pretext used by the police 
in  f ir in g  at the dilapidated b u ild ­
ing was tha t they were searching 
fo r snipers. B u t according to John 
Fischer, program d irector at the 
Center, “ the so-called sniper fire  
came 15 minutes before the r io t 
squad got there, and was by a 
w h ite  man.”

Seven youths were in ju red  in  
the fusillade —  a ll Negroes. Some 
of them, described in  the press 
as " r io tin g  youths,”  were vo lun­
teer workers who were try in g  to 
clear the streets and had worked 
w ith  the police in  a last-d itch 
e ffo rt to  avoid a clash.

“ For God’s sake, don’t  send any 
more cops down here,”  pleaded 
Adam Rogers, a youth organizer 
w ith  the Economic O pportun ity 
Council (A n ti-P ove rty  P rogram ). 
“ We’l l  clear i t  up fo r you,”  he 
to ld a police captain. He was shot 
in  the leg fo r his efforts.

B y Friday, Sept. 30, according 
to  police statistics, a to ta l of 359 
persons had been arrested and 51 
in ju red . A  m a jo rity  of those ar­
rested were curfew  violators. (On 
Thursday n igh t 92 demonstrators 
were arrested in  the H a igh t-A sh- 
bu ry  d is tric t o f San Francisco a f­
te r they marched in  a show of 
sympathy. They were charged 
w ith  curfew  vio la tion, inc iting  to 
r io t and com m itting a public 
nuisance.) O f the 51 in ju red , 
eight persons received gunshot 
wounds —  a ll of them Negroes.

On F riday, a group of San F ran­
cisco religious leaders called fo r 
a fu l l  investigation o f the shoot­
ing  of M atthew  Johnson.

A  statement released by the 
m inisters said tha t “ Negroes have 
no fa ith  in  the in te g rity  o r fa ir

p lay of law  enforcement officers.”  
The statement included the fo l­
low ing demands:

1 ) A  detailed investigation of 
Johnson’s death by a non-police 
body.

2) The establishment of citizen 
review  boards to investigate ac­
cusations of b ru ta lity .

3) The enlargement of the po­
lice commission and appointment 
of m ino rity  members.

The issue of jobs was at the 
root of the Hunters P o in t revolt, 
and i t  manifested itse lf when 11 
youth members of the Bayview 
Center and an ti-poverty  program 
appeared at a televised press con­
ference yesterday. Most o f them 
were in  the ir late teens or early 
twenties.

Christmas Jobs
A  Chamber of Commerce repre­

sentative of San Francisco was 
seated and was ta lk ing  about 500 
jobs tha t would be “ opening up”  
at Christmas.

“ Christmas?”  one o f the youth 
shouted. “ W hat are we going to 
do u n til Christmas?”  he asked. 
“ This is w hat you get w ith  the 
Post Office. We don’t  w an t any 
Post O ffice jobs.”

Then one teenager asked: “ W ill 
persons w ith  police records be ac­
cepted?”  S lig h tly  fazed by the 
question, the Chamber of Com­
merce man responded: “ That w il l  
have to be determined.”

This d idn ’t  set too w e ll w ith  
the others and they, instead, de­
manded a signed statement tha t 
there w ould be 2,000 jobs coming 
up. A fte r some dispute as to whe­
ther the statement would read 
exactly as the youths demanded, 
the Chamber of' Commerce man 
agreed to sign a statement and 
said that he w ould meet w ith  
them on Monday.

I t  was th is fierce determ ination 
and expression of so lidarity  tha t 
asserted itse lf throughout the 
televised conference.

I t  came up, fo r example, when

one of them said: “ W hatever we 
do, we’re going to stick together. 
We’re liv in g  in  poverty and i f  
we’re going to  die in  poverty 
we’re going to stick together.”  

Adam Rogers, chairman o f the 
Youth A dvisory Council, a group 
of young people o f the B ayview - 
Hunters Point Com m unity Cen­
ter, to ld  how he was shot by po­
lice.

“ These police were shooting 
people tha t were try in g  to help. 
They knew who I  was. They could 
easily distinguish me because I  
had a b low hom  in  m y hand and 
was w earing a b lack arm  band. 
Just shooting up a bu ild ing  like  
that —  they knew there were a 
lo t of kids in  there. This doesn’t 
make any sense —  shooting up 
a bu ild ing  lik e  that.”

Another one to ld  how shotguns 
were being used to f ire  in to  
people’s homes. “ I t  looked like  
Vietnam. I t ’s even worse than 
that. There the enemy’s got a 
better chance than we have. They 
can put up a w h ite  flag  and they 
got a chance b u t here we don’t 
even have a chance.”

“ They’re k ill in g  us in  the w ar 
over there,”  said another. “ And 
they’re k ill in g  us over here. W hy 
should we go there and fight? One 
of m y brothers got k ille d  over 
there and got a medal. Man, that 
th ing  ain ’t  gonna mean anyth ing!”  

“ You drive us in to  the w a ll,”  
in terrupted another. “ W hy don’t  
you d rive  us in to  a job?”

“ We’re tired  of seeing people 
pushed around. When you see an 
old lady kicked in  the back, I  
don’t  care who you are, you’re 
going to  say something.”

“ The cause o f the rio tin g  is the 
system tha t has been imposed 
upon us fo r so long . . . We don’t  
w ant a short-te rm  program. We 
w ant a long-term  program .”

B y the tim e the television in ­
te rv iew  was over, listeners got a 
d iffe ren t p icture  o f the so-called 
“ rio ters.”

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct: 1 — 
San Francisco’s poverty-stricken 
b lack ghetto exploded this week 
in  reaction to a police shooting of 
a Negro youth.

The outburst was touched o ff by 
the police k ill in g  o f 16-year-old 
M atthew  Johnson, who was shot 
in  the back Tuesday afternoon, 
Sept. 27, as he fled  from  pa tro l­
man A lv in  Johnson. The police 
claimed tha t the car from  which 
the youth jumped and fled  was 
stolen.

By 6 p.m. tha t day about a 
thousand people had gathered 
near the scene of the shooting at 
the intersection o f Palou and 
T h ird  Street, the heart of the 
Hunters Poin t d is tric t, considered 
to be the poorest and most segre­
gated of the c ity ’s five  b lack ghet­
tos. Located in  the southeast cor­
ner of San Francisco, the 30- 
square block area houses some
6,300 people in  lo w -re n t housing 
developments b u ilt during  W orld 
W ar I I  as tem porary quarters fo r 
shipyard workers.

The mood o f the people who 
had gathered at the Palou and 
T h ird  Street intersection was one 
of extreme anger and bitterness.

Some of the black youth at the 
Bayview -H unters Poin t Commu­
n ity  Center had sent w ord to C ity 
H a ll tha t they wanted to meet 
a t 4 p.m. w ith  the mayor and 
Police Chief C ah ill in  an attem pt 
to  que ll the m ounting resentment 
w hich had already broken out in 
the fo rm  of smashed store w in ­
dows and sporadic looting. They 
petitioned the mayor w ith  a five - 
po in t demand tha t included a call 
fo r  jobs, education and recrea­
tiona l fac ilities  and an end to the 
harassment of Hunters P o in t resi­
dents by the police. A  meeting 
fin a lly  did occur, bu t not u n til 
fo u r and a h a lf hours after the 
scheduled time.

When M ayor John Shelley ar­
rived, he brought w ith  h im  about 
40 helmeted police armed w ith  
shotguns and tr ied  to ta lk  to the 
hundreds o f youths gathered ou t-

SNCC Acts to Bar 
Atlanta Frame-Up

A  panel -of three federal judges 
has agreed to consider a suit from  
the Student N onvio lent Coordinat­
ing  Committee demanding a fed­
era l in junction  to ha lt prosecu­
tion  of A tlan ta  SNCC workers. 
The SNCC members are under in ­
d ictm ent fo r allegedly “ inc iting  
rio ts”  in  tha t c ity  the f irs t week 
o f September.

SNCC chairman Stokely Car­
michael, one of those arrested, 
charged tha t the threatened prose­
cution was a clear-cut v io la tion 
o f the r ig h t o f free speech. The 
c ity  authorities, he argued, are 
s im ply try in g  to use legal m eth­
ods of harassment to in tim ida te  
c iv il  rights spokesmen. Thus the   
SNCC case raises an im portan t 
constitu tional issue, and a SNCC 
v ic to ry  w ould set an im portan t 
precedent against state and local 
prosecution o f c iv il rights w o rk ­
ers.

The case is also related to state 
“ sedition”  laws w hich have been 
used to silence radicals. A  s im ila r 
three-judge panel hearing is pend­
ing  in  the case of the three In ­
diana U n ivers ity  students who 
were indicted in  1963 fo r the ir 
membership in  the Young Social­
is t A lliance.


