
New York Antiwar Mobilization Set;
Will Be Part of Nationwide Protest

NEW  YO R K, Oct. 11 —  Plans 
fo r  a fou r-day  pre-election wave 
o f n a t io n w id e  demonstrations 
against the V ietnam  w ar were an­
nounced here today by o ffic ia ls 
o f the November 8 M obilization 
Committee, a broadly representa­
tive  group of leaders o f peace and 
social action groups.

A t a Hotel New Y orke r press 
conference, i t  was stated tha t the 
committee views present U.S. 
“ peace feelers”  as fraudu len t and 
an ominous prelude to a new post­
election escalation of the war. 
They said th is grave th rea t must 
be opposed by a counter-escala­
tion  of the an tiw ar movement. 
This estimate of the s ituation coin­
cided w ith  the report tha t massive 
U.S. forces are being deployed 
tow ard the border o f the dem ili­
tarized zone between north  and 
south V ietnam . The p re text fo r 
the mov e is the alleged possib ility  
of a move south by north  V ie t­
namese forces.

S tarting  on the Saturday before 
Election Day and continuing u n til 
the close o f the polls on Tuesday, 
the demonstrations w il l  take place 
simultaneously in  New Y o rk  and 
more than 30 other cities, accord­
ing to the Rev. A. J. Muste, na­
tiona l chairman of the new group.

Events scheduled in  New Y ork 
include a ra lly  in  the Times 
Square area on Saturday, Nov. 5; 
a massive d is tribu tion  o f an tiw ar 
lite ra tu re  at a hundred or more 
churches; lea fle ting  o f GIs at bus 
and tra in  depots; and a “ s ick-o f- 
the -w ar”  day on Monday. The 
h igh ligh t o f Monday’s activ ities 
w i l l  be a c ity -w ide  teach-in at 
H unter College auditorium  spon­
sored by professors and students 
from  the c ity ’s colleges and u n i­
versities. On Election Day there 
w il l  be lea fle ting  near the polls.

The November 8 M obilization 
Committee was formed on the 
in it ia t ive  of members of the In te r- 
U n ive rs ity  Committee fo r Debate 
on Foreign Policy, organizer of 
the national teach-ins. An in it ia t­
ing conference o f the Nov. 8 Com­
m ittee was held in  Cleveland on 
Sept. 10 and 11.

Planned activ ities in  other cities 
are reported in the firs t issue of 
the November 8 M obiliza tion  
News, issued from  the committee’s 
office at 107 Dryden Road, Ithaca, 
New Y o rk  14850.
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B A C K  FO R T H O O D  TH R E E. L ite ra ry  critic D w ight MacDonald  
(1.) and cartoonist Jules F e iffe r on platform  at N ew  Y ork  Tow n  
H a ll ra lly  fo r Fort Hood Three, the three GIs imprisoned fo r op­
posing V ietnam  w ar. For story on ra lly , and statements by the  
three servicemen, see page 3.

The Bay Area U nited Com m it­
tee Against the W ar in  Vietnam, 
which is in  the process of becom­
ing a statewide movement, plans 
to leaflet every fam ily  in  the urban 
areas of Southern Californ ia. 
Peace Brigades w il l  go to neigh­
borhoods w ith  topical sheets con­
ta in ing  facts and arguments re l­
evant to  the people who live  there. 
They w il l  also leafle t street cor­
ners, w ith  speakers and enterta in­
ers to draw  crowds.

The slogan adopted by the group 
is SOS —  Save O ur Soldiers and 
B ring  Them Home.

In  D etro it, there w il l  be an an ti­
w ar march on Sat., Nov. 5, 2 
p.m., starting at Central Methodist 
Church and proceeding to the Fed­
eral B u ild ing . O ther activ ities fo r 
the fou r days are to be announced.

Boston-area antiw ar groups w il l  
hold a series of in fo rm a l forums 
at the various campuses.

A t the press conference here,

Muste pointed to the widespread 
apprehension tha t the elections 
w il l  be fo llowed by a new escala­
tion in  Vietnam.

“ We are also hearing persistent 
ta lk  in  Washington,”  Muste said, 
“ about the possib ility  of using nu­
clear weapons against north  V ie t­
nam and China, as i f  e fforts were 
in progress to soften up public 
opinion fo r the eventua lity o f some 
such madness on the part o f our 
government. No wonder people 
are alarmed.”

Other speakers at the press con­
ference included Edward Keating, 
ed itor of Ramparts; Robert Green- 
b la tt, Cornell U n ive rs ity  profes­
sor and chairman of the In te r- 
U n ivers ity  Committee; Prof. H ow ­
ard Z inn of Boston U niversity, a 
sponsor of the November 8 M ob il­
ization; D r. H erbert Aptheker, also 
a sponsor; and Patric ia G r if f ith , 
adm inistrative secretary o f the No­
vember 8 M obilization.

B y B arry  Sheppard
M artin  L u the r K ing , Jr., has 

added his voice to those b lam ing 
the “ w hite  backlash”  on the ad­
vocates of b lack power. K in g  ex­
pressed th is v iew  to the New 
Y ork Times Oct. 10. K in g  said he 
was considering a campaign in  
conjunction w ith  the more con­
servative Negro organizations 
against CORE and SNCC fo r the ir 
espousal of b lack power.

A lso runn ing  scared in  the face 
of the attacks on black power is 
Democratic Congressman Adam 
Clayton Powell. Powell had iden­
tifie d  w ith  the b lack power move­
ment, bu t a fte r he fe ll v ic tim  to 
the “ backlash”  in  Congress, which 
stripped h im  of his powers as 
chairman o f the House Education 
and Labor Committee, he delivered 
a sermon in  his Abyssinian Bap­
tis t Church against Negro “ r io t­
ing”  and “ violence.”  A t a press 
conference a fte r the Oct. 9 ser­
mon, Powell disassociated him self 
from  SNCC. “ A ny e ffo rt to  tie  me 
w ith  the SNCC defin ition  o f black 
power is to ta lly  erroneous,”  he 
said. “ I  do not agree w ith  it . ”

The pressure K ing  and Powell 
are bending to is w h ite  reaction 
to the grow ing m ilitancy  of the 
b lack ghettos, expressed in  the 
b lack power concepts o f CORE and

Rev. M . L . K ing

SNCC. This “ backlash”  is being 
exploited by arch-racist and r ig h t- 
w ing  politic ians like  Lester M ad­
dox in  Georgia and Ronald 
Reagan in  C aliforn ia. George W al­
lace successfully used racism to 

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Really Behind China’s Red Guards?
B y George Novack

The activ ities o f the young Red 
Guards tha t have marked the sec­
ond stage o f the so-called “ cu l­
tu ra l revo lu tion”  convulsing China 
have startled the w orld . The b i­
zarre and repellent features attend­
ing  them have led many people to 
w onder w hat these events are a ll 
about. Have the Chinese Commu­
n ist leaders gone out of the ir 
minds? —  they ask. W hat is the 
meaning of this tu rbu len t cam­
paign against a bew ildering array 
of targets ranging from  aged 
Catholic nuns and statues of 
Buddha, Western -sty le  clothes, 
shoes and haircuts, to  noted in ­
tellectuals, educators and veteran 
party  leaders? I t  is ind icative tha t 
even the A lbanian Communist 
P a rty  leaders have been noticeably 
reserved in  th e ir references to the 
“ cu ltu ra l revo lu tion.”

There is a ra tiona l m otivation 
and a consistent method discern­
ib le  in  th is apparent madness. The 
People’s Republic o f China con­
fron ts the ve ry  real and grow ing 
th reat of attack by the United 
States. Secretary o f State Rusk 
has proclaimed tha t Peking is the

prim e instigator of the National 
L iberation F ron t and Hanoi in  
sustaining the w a r in  Vietnam. In  
the escalation of its  operations, the 
U.S. m ilita ry  machine is heading 
tow ard China’s borders. On Sept. 
19 the State Department, in  try in g  
to answer Peking’s charges tha t 
Am erican planes tw ice bombed 
Chinese te rr ito ry  th is month, 
wounding three peasants, could 
on ly c la im  tha t the raids may have 
been made in  error.

Since the extension o f U.S. in ­
tervention, Peking has been ex­
trem ely carefu l not to give the 
Pentagon w ar hawks pretexts fo r 
im plem enting th e ir contingency 
plans to destroy China’s nuclear 
installations. Johnson’s fabrica­
tion  of an armed encounter in  the 
G u lf o f Tonkin  to ju s tify  the in i­
tia tion  of a ir attacks on north 
V ietnam  shows tha t he, lik e  H itle r, 
can trum p  up w hatever incidents 
are needed fo r aggression. None­
theless, the Chinese leaders are 
obligated to take a ll precautions 
to meet the anticipated armed as­
sault. The w e ll-know n  w r ite r  on 
Chinese affa irs, Edgar Snow, who 
has excellent sources o f in fo rm a­

tion, is reported to have said tha t 
since early 1965 Mao and his en­
tourage have been acting as though 
Washington intends to wage w ar 
on mainland China.

A p a rt from  the m ilita ry  moves 
involved, the c iv ilia n  population 
has to be prepared fo r resistance 
and possibly prolonged guerrilla  
w arfare. The “ cu ltu ra l revo lu tion”  
makes sense as a device thought 
up by the Maoists to promote this 
purpose. They thereby seek  to so­
l id ify  the masses around the re ­
gime and remove a ll sources and 
traces of disaffection w hich m ight 
im pa ir national un ity .

Stalin’s Methods
Facing a comparable threat 

from  im peria lis t aggression be­
fore the Second W orld  War, S ta lin  
resorted to s im ila r methods, s ti­
m u la ting the nationalist as w e ll 
as the defensive revo lu tionary sen­
tim ents of the Russian people, at­
tem pting to cement th e ir so lidari­
ty  before the class enemy w h ile  
tightening his bureaucratic g rip  
upon the country.

The prominence given the 
People’s L ibera tion  A rm y, which

is being held up as the o rig ina l 
“ school o f the revo lu tion,”  con­
firm s  th is  supposition. The coun­
try  is increasingly dominated by 
m ilita ry  men fro m  Defense M in ­
ister L in  Piao, w ho has been de­
signated Mao’s second in  com­
mand, to the new acting M in is te r, 
of C ulture, who was recently a  
soldier. To accentuate the arm y’s 
importance, Mao h im self ap­
peared at an Aug. 18 ra lly  in  
m ilita ry  un iform .

I f  the new tu rn  in  domestic po­
lic y  is comprehensible as a 
response to th is c ritica l external 
danger, the ways o f fu rthe ring  its 
objectives are surely open to ques­
tion.

The Chinese leaders not only fear 
an Am erican attack; they evident­
ly  believe tha t the Soviet Union 
w il l  not come to the ir defense i f  
i t  materializes. That is w hy  they 
keep accusing Moscow of co llu ­
sion w ith  Washington and Tokyo 
against them  and w hy Red Guards 
demonstrated in  fro n t of the So­
v ie t embassy and manhandled 
several of its offic ia ls. These in c i­
dents have draw n sharp protests 
from  Moscow and deepened the

Sino-Soviet r i f t  on the state level.
Even i f  Brezhnev and Kosygin 

in tend to leave China in  the lu rch  
(a possib ility  w hich cannot be 
excluded), does tha t ju s tify  the 
tactics fo llowed by Peking? I t  is 
im perative fo r a ll the workers 
states to close ranks and act to ­
gether against the fa te fu l expan­
sion o f Am erican aggression in  
Southeast Asia. Instead o f inc iting  
and applauding attacks on Soviet 
representatives in  China, Peking 
should have seized upon the Rus­
sian proposals fo r  common action, 
requested the convening of a con­
ference of a ll Communist govern­
ments to consider concerted steps 
to aid the Vietnamese, and should 
have proposed a S ino-Soviet 
w arn ing  to Washington tha t any 
fu rth e r escalation w ould  be coun­
tered w ith  graduated reprisals. 
The USSR has the deterrents to 
make such an u ltim a tum  credible 
and give pause to the Pentagon 
strategists.

Cuba, the Japanese CP, the edi­
to r ia l board of Sartre ’s Temps 
Modern es and the Fourth  In te r­
national have been urg ing some 
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Dodges Taking Stand on G ubernatorial Race

R ank-and-file  critic ism  of m is- 
leadership in  high circles conti­
nues to produce sign ifican t casual­
ties in  union elections. Several top 
o ffic ia ls  have been voted out o f 
un ion office, among them David 
J . McDonald o f the Steelworkers 
and James B. Carey of the In te r­
na tiona l E lectrica l Workers. A  new 
election casualty is George B u r- 
don, th ree-te rm  president o f the 
U n ited  Rubber Workers.

P rio r to the un ion ’s September 
convention, Burdon received 
strong c ritic ism  during  pre-con­
vention electioneering. He was ac­
cused o f lack o f leadership, com­
placency and indifference, of m ak­
in g  decisions w ithou t consulting 
d is tr ic t directors or fe llow  officers 
and o f not p rov id ing  enough sup­
p o rt fo r  local unions in  meeting 
th e ir  problems.

These criticism s, advanced at a 
tim e  when the union is preparing 
fo r  negotiation of contracts w ith  
the big five  rubber companies —  
Goodyear, Firestone, U. S. Rub­
ber, Goodrich and General T ire  
—  w hich  expire next A p r il.

Considerable heat was gen­
erated by a request Burdon made 
fo r  an expenditure o f about $1,600 
fro m  the un ion ’s general fund  to 
cover his w ife ’s trave l expenses. 
The un ion ’s executive board ap­
proved the payment by  a vote of 
13 to 2, b u t the convention dele­
gates took the m atter up and over­
ru led  the board’s decision. A t the 
convention, B urton  w ithd rew  his 
candidacy fo r  re-election.

He has been replaced as union 
president by Peter Bom m arito, a 
51-year-old D e tro it t ire  bu ilder, 
w ho  had been a union vice-presi­
dent since 1960.

 *  *  *

O fficers o f the U nited Steel­
w orkers o f Am erica and the In te r­
national U nion o f M ine, M i l l  and 
Smelter W orkers have signed a

m utua l assistance pact w h ich  w i l l  
be in  e ffect w h ile  fo rm a l merger 
ta lks between the tw o unions con­
tinue.

The agreement states th a t each 
union w il l  “ respect the existing 
bargaining certifica tions and con­
tractua l relationships o f the other 
in  the non-ferrous metals and 
other industries in  the United 
States.”  A dd itiona lly , the docu­
ment pledges both organizations 
to “ continue th e ir efforts, together 
w ith  a ll other unions in  the in ­
dustry, to develop a common pro­
gram fo r the achievement of ef­
fective collective bargaining w ith  
the employers.”

O ffic ia ls  o f both unions agreed 
tha t “ substantial progress”  has a l­
ready been made in  the ta lks 
looking tow ard merger o f the tw o 
unions "a t the earliest possible 
tim e consistent w ith  the require­
ments of our respective constitu­
tions.”

*  *  *

The corporations persistently 
demand tha t unions be prevented 
from  m aking m utua l assistance 
pacts w ith in  industry, charging 
tha t such union action constitutes 
noth ing less than a “ conspiracy to 
contro l and w reck the national 
economy.”  B u t the corporations 
don’t  practice w ha t they preach.

In  1958, a m utua l s trike -a id  
pact was made between eight of 
the nation ’s m a jo r a irlines. Its  
terms provide tha t when a strike  
is called against any members of 
the pact, they w il l  receive strike 
benefits fro m  those s t i l l  free to 
operate. Specifically, non-struck 
members of the pact re tu rn  to 
struck members revenue from  
added tra ff ic  they m ay receive, 
deducting only the costs o f hand­
lin g  such tra ff ic . In  addition, the 
non-struck lines make extra  con­
tribu tions i f  the payments from  
excess revenues are not enough to 
cover 25 percent of the norm al 
operating expenses o f the lines 
tha t are struck.

Last summer, fo u r members of 
the corporation pact —  Eastern, 
Northwest, TW A  and U nited —  be­
came involved in  the machinists’ 
strike. The fo u r non-struck pact 
members —  American, B ra n iff, 
Continental and Pan Am erican —  
continued to operate. D uring  the 
strike, the New Y ork  Times re ­
ported an estimate from  “ W all 
Street sources”  tha t the fo u r 
struck lines w ould  receive strike  
benefits o f about $900,000 a day 
from  the non-struck members of 
the pact. A c tua l figures published 
la te r fo r the m onth of Ju ly  tend 
to con firm  the W a ll Street estimate 
and show tha t the fo u r struck 
lines continued to rake in  hand­
some pro fits  du ring  the strike.

Northwest A ir lin e s  was able to 
reap especially lush p ro fits  be­
cause i t  continued to  operate m il i ­
ta ry  fligh ts  although its  domestic 
fligh ts  were grounded. This d idn ’t  
go unnoticed by the other airlines. 
According to the W all Street Jour­
na l o f Sept. 2, “ M any companies 
also hope to keep pro fits  up  by 
landing more Federal contracts to 
a ir l i f t  men and supplies to South­
east Asia.”

*  *  *

“ A ctua l Negro unemployment, 
as w e ll as the percentage rate and 
the seasonally adjusted tota l, was 
h igher (th is  year) in  the M ay- 
August period than in January- 
A p rll. H igher unemployment did 
not resu lt from  an unusual in flu x  
o f new  workers in to  the job  m ar­
ket. In  fact, the rise in  the Negro 
labor force during  recent months 
was a l it t le  sm aller than usual.”  
—  Commissioner A rth u r M . Ross, 
U. S. Departm ent of Labor, in  a 
le tte r to the New Y ork  Times.

When the Socialist W orkers 
P arty  announced tha t i t  was g iv ­
ing  c ritica l support to H erbert 
A ptheker fo r  Congress, we ex­
plained tha t we were doing so not 
on the basis o f his program, bu t 
in  spite o f it .  We said i t  was cor­
rect to support Aptheker because 
his campaign represented the 
counterposition o f a w o rk ing - 
class party  —  the Communist Par­
ty , fo r  w hich A ptheker is a lead­
ing  spokesman —  to  the capita list 
Republican and Democratic par­
ties.

We added, however, tha t w h ile  
we regarded the en try o f a prom ­
inent CP spokesman in to  the elec­
to ra l arena against the tw o b ig - 
business parties as a step in  the 
r ig h t d irection, we did not believe 
tha t th is step represented a change 
o f po licy on the pa rt o f the Com­
m unist P a rty  o ffic ia ldom . We said 
tha t th e ir ove r-a ll a im  remains to 
w in  a coalition w ith  “ peace-lov­
ing,”  o r “ progressive”  o r “ lib e ra l”  
o r “ lesser-evil”  capita lis t p o lit­
icians.

Th is estimate is confirm ed now 
by A p theker’s refusal to support 
the SWP gubernatoria l ticket. 
C learly, i f  the Communist P arty  
leadership was seriously interest­
ed in  developing socialist opposi­
tion  to the capita list parties, en­
dorsement o f the SWP statewide 
slate w ould be the indicated move 
fo r  i t  to  make.

There certa in ly  can be no va lid  
jus tifica tion  fo r  refusal to  urge a 
vote fo r  Judy W hite  and her run ­
n ing mates. The SWP is the only 
ticke t on the state ba llo t w h ich  is 
opposed to the V ietnam  war. I t  is 
the on ly state ticke t tha t opposes 
U.S. efforts to ro ll back the col­
onial and socialist revolutions; tha t 
brands W ashington as responsible 
fo r  the cold w ar; tha t defends the 
USSR, China, Cuba and the other 
workers’ states against im peria l­
ism; tha t stands fo r a domestic 
policy o f fu l l  support to  the strug­
gle fo r Negro equa lity ; tha t op­
poses the labor haters and w itch - 
hunters; tha t speaks out fo r  so­
cialism.

N or can i t  be argued tha t agree­
ment w ith  a ll aspects o f the SWP’s 
program  is necessary to endorse 
its  slate. The endorsements of such 
figures as A . J. Muste, Edward 
Keating, Paul Sweezy and others 
make clear tha t th is is not the 
case.

Letter from Herbert Aptheker
R ita  Shaw 
Campaign Manager 
Socialist W orkers P arty  
New Y o rk  C ity  
Dear Miss Shaw:

Thank you fo r  your le tte r of Sept. 15 requesting m y sup­
po rt fo r your guberna toria l candidate. I  cannot do th is  as an 
ind iv id ua l, and in  discussion w ith  the members o f the Com­
m ittee  supporting m y candidacy, have found such varied  views 
th a t no consensus was possible.

I  w an t to take th is  oppo rtun ity  to  convey to you m y fee l­
ings of deep ind ignation  at the dastard ly bom bing assault upon 
the headquarters o f The M ilita n t  and the Socialist W orkers 
Party. This is p a rt o f the pa tte rn  o f r is in g  u lt ra - r ig h t and 
fascistic a c tiv ity ; especially atrocious is the cyn ica l fa ilu re  of 
the police authorities to  act e ffective ly.

W ith  kindest personal regards,
C ord ia lly  yours,

H erbe rt Ap theker

Aptheker’s stated reasons fo r not 
endorsing the SWP campaign are 
a patent evasion. We are not fam ­
il ia r  w ith  the precise structure  o f 
the “ Committee”  where he says he 
fa iled  to obtain a “ concensus.”  B u t 
i t  is obviously a supporting group 
in  his campaign and does not have 
the au thority  to b lock h im  from  
stating his views on issues.

This is not meant to  suggest 
tha t A ptheker is s im ply function ­
ing  as an ind iv idua l. He is a prom ­
inent spokesman fo r  the Commu­
n is t P arty  and presum ably has a 
voice in  shaping its policies. F u rth ­
er, the organizational character 
and record of the pa rty  makes i t  
perfectly  p la in  tha t the pub lic ly  
stated views o f such figures as 
Aptheker on issues o f any conse­
quence can safely be assumed to 
be in  consonance w ith  pa rty  po l­
icy.

P arty  L ine
The simple fact is tha t A pthek­

er’s refusal to  endorse the SWP 
ticke t is an expression o f Com­
m unist P arty  policy. The on ly d if ­
ference is tha t he chose to answer 
the SWP’s le tte r w h ile  the CP, 
as o f th is w ritin g , has no t an­
swered a s im ila r SWP request fo r 
endorsement o f its  gubernatoria l 
ticket.

Up t i l l  now the CP apparently 
has not been able to make up its 
m ind as to w ha t stand to  take in  
the gubernatoria l race. In  the last 
number o f contests i t  has given

tac it support to  the Democrats as 
a “ lesser e v il”  to  the Republicans. 
B u t th is  year the “ progressive 
forces”  tha t the CP seeks to a lign 
itse lf w ith  —  tha t is, the labor 
bureaucracy —  is sp lit three ways 
on the race fo r  governor, m aking 
i t  d iff ic u lt fo r  the CP tops to de­
term ine who the “ people’s choice”  
rea lly  is. The one th ing  they seem 
to know  fo r  sure is tha t they w an t 
no pa rt o f a revo lu tionary  social­
ist ticket.

Those who are backing A p thek­
er because they w ant to see the 
Communist P a rty  move away from  
class collaboration po litics w ould 
do w e ll to  insist tha t A ptheker 
and the pa rty  give a s tra igh tfo r­
w ard answer as to where they 
stand in  the gubernatoria l contest. 
Invo lved in  the refusal to  back the 
SWP ticke t is the expression o f a 
cynical e ffo rt to  use the A pthek­
er campaign not to promote in ­
dependent politics, bu t to  fu rth e r 
the line  o f coalitionism  w ith  the 
Democrats w h ich  has already 
proved so ruinous.

A  fin a l point. A ptheker’s con­
demnation o f those responsible fo r  
the fire -bom b attack on the SWP 
headquarters is certa in ly  to be 
welcomed. B u t w ouldn ’t  such a 
stand be even more m eaningful i f  
he advocated electoral support fo r 
the SWP as against the capita lists’ 
parties whose reactionary policies 
are responsible fo r such c rim ina l 
acts?

... King Joins Attack on Black Power

“ In te lligen t discontent is the 
m ainspring o f c iv iliza tion . P ro­
gress is bom  o f agitation. I t  is 
ag ita tion  or stagnation.” — Eugene 
V ic to r Debs.

(Continued from  Page 1)
w in  the Alabama Democratic 
p rim a ry  fo r  his w ife , and s im ila r 
results were obtained in  the A r ­
kansas and M aryland primaries.

These reactionaries are using 
racism in  the same w ay G old- 
w ater used the issue in  the 1964 
presidentia l campaign. The na­
tiona l Republican P a rty  has made 
i t  p la in  i t  hopes to p lay up the 
issue in  the coming elections. A l­
though i t  d idn ’t  w o rk  too w e ll 
fo r  Goldwater, the Maddoxes and 
Reagans hope th e ir racism w il l  
prove a ben fit a t the polls in  No­
vember.

Congressional Retreat
The liberals, too, have jo ined the 

backlash bandwagon. The c iv il 
righ ts b i l l  was f irs t emasculated, 
then k illed , w ithou t the liberals 
in  Congress p u tting  up any figh t. 
Lyndon Johnson, w ho was in ton ­
ing  “ we shall overcome”  in  Con­
gress last year, d idn ’t  raise a peep 
in  favo r of the c iv il righ ts b ill.  
A nd ju s t last week, Congress 
k ille d  a b i l l  w h ich w ould have 
given home ru le  and the vote to 
Washington, D.C., where Negroes 
are a m a jo rity .

The backlash is being whipped 
up by the cap ita lis t politicians, 
p lay ing  upon the racism deeply 
imbedded in  the Am erican cap­
ita lis t system. I t  is concentrated 
on the black power organizations,

b u t i t  is aimed at the Negro peo­
ple as a whole.

K in g  is no more correct in  
b lam ing the racism evident in  the 
w h ite  backlash on the black power 
movement than those who blamed 
h im  fo r  “ p rovoking”  w h ite  racists 
w ith  his open-housing marches in 
Chicago’s suburbs. I f  racism were 
“ provoked”  by the struggle o f the 
Negro people fo r equality, then 
the N AAC P w ould be g u ilty  of 
p rovoking the form ation  o f the 
W hite  Citizens Councils because 
i t  fought and won the 1954 de­
segregation decision in  the Su­
preme Court.

When the oppressed struggle, 
th e ir oppressors are always “ p ro­
voked”  to attem pt to stop the ir 
struggle.

The black power movement is 
the most m ilita n t section o f the 
c iv il r igh ts  movement today. I t  
represents the aspirations o f the 
ghetto masses fo r some power to 
change th e ir condition. I t  con­
tains the potentia l fo r an in ­
dependent b lack movement tru ly  
representing the black masses of 
the country. Its  most consistent 
spokesmen advocate achieving 
po litica l power through independ­
ent po litica l action against the ru l­
ing parties and the whole racist 
system.

To attack b lack power, as K ing  
is doing, and to attem pt to isolate

Aptheker Refuses to Back SWP
B y H a rry  R ing

Weekly Calendar
BOSTON

APARTHEID A N D  THE AFRIC AN  
REVOLUTION. Speaker: Franx J. T. Lee, 
European rep. o f  African Peoples Dem- 
ocratic Union of Southern Africa. Fri„ 
O ct. 21, 8:15 p.m. 295 Huntington Ave. 
Rm. 307 (one block from Mass. Ave.) 
Ausp. M ilitant Labor Forum.

DETROIT
W A R  A N D  THE U.S. E C O N O M Y .

Speaker: Herman Porter, contributor to  
The Militant. Fri., O ct. 21, 8 p.m. Debs 
Hall, 3737 Woodward Ave., Ausp. Fri­
day Night Socialist Forum.

LOS ANGELES 
N EW  C A LIF O R N IA  W IT C H H U N T . 

Speaker: John Harris, Progressive Labor 
Party organizer discusses his indictment 
under California's "criminal syndicalist 
law. Fri., O ct. 21, 8:30 p.m. 1702 E. 
Fourth St. Contrib. $1. Ausp. Militant 
Labor Forum.

*  *  *

S C H O O L O F  INTERN ATIO N AL SO­
C IA LIS M . Six weekly sessions beginning 
Thurs., Oct. 13: Thursdays at 7:30 
p.m., The Chinese Revolution, Theodore 
Edwards; Fridays at 8:00 p.m., (begin­
ning Oct. 14), The Heritage of M al­
colm X, George Jones; Saturdays at 
2:00 p.m., (beginning Oct. 15), The 
Philosophy of History, Max Geldman: 
and Sundays at 11:00 a.m., Women and 
Society, Della Rossa. 1702 E. Fourth 
St. A N  9-4953.

•
NEW  YORK  

BLACK POWER, THE GOVERNM ENT  
and THE GHETTO UPRISINGS. A  sym­
posium: Lincoln Lynch, Assoc. National 
Director of CORE; Ivanhoe Donaldson, 
New York Director of SN CC ; and C lif­
ton DeBerry, 1964 presidential candidate 
of the Socialist Workers Party. Fri., 
O ct. 21, 8:30 p.m. 873 Broadway, at 
18th St. Contrib. $1. Ausp. M ilitant La­
bor Forum.

•
TW IN  CITIES  

W H Y  BLACK POWER IS REVOLU­
T IO N A R Y . Speaker: Elizabeth Barnes,
national secretary o f the Young Socialist 
Alliance. Fri., O ct. 21, 8:30 p.m. 1704 
Hennepin Ave. Rm. 240. Ausp. Friday 
Night Socialist Forum.

CORE and SNCC, plays r ig h t in to  
the hands of the racists, who are 
charging tha t the Negroes w ant 
“ too much”  and are going “ too 
fast”  and becoming too m ilita n t. 
Instead o f jo in in g  the attack on 
the most m ilita n t section of the 
movement, K in g  should be jo in ing  
the b lack power advocates to re ­
pulse the racist attack.

Set " Plant-In" 
In S.F. Ghetto

SAN FRANCISCO —  Residents 
o f the Hunters P o in t area, the 
scene o f the recent ghetto out­
break, have decided to make a 
m em orial o f the site where 16- 
year-o ld M atthew  Johnson was 
k ille d  by police. I t  was th is shoot­
ing  w hich triggered the outbreak.

A  “ p la n t-in ”  was planned fo r 
Columbus Day at the site, a des­
olate lo t. Besides the p lan ting  of 
flowers and shrubs, A lan  W illiam s, 
sculptor and architect, donated his 
bronze sculpture, “ The H arp ,”  fo r 
the site. A r th u r  L isch o f the A r t ­
ists L ibera tion  F ron t is w ork ing  
w ith  the talented ch ildren o f the 
area who w an t to express, in  d u r­
able materials, th e ir own feelings 
in  mem ory o f M atthew  Johnson.
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New York Town Hall Rally 
Salutes Fort Hood Three

By A rth u r M aglin
NEW YO R K  —  N early 600 peo­

ple m et in  Town H a ll here Oct. 
9 to pay tr ib u te  to the F o rt Hood 
Three, the G Is ja iled  by the arm y 
fo r  th e ir refusal to go to  V ietnam  
on the grounds tha t the w a r is 
“ illega l, im m ora l and un just.”  A  
collection was taken, amounting to 
almost $1,000 fo r  the defense e f­
fo rts  o f Pfc. James Johnson, Pvt. 
D avid  Samas and Pvt. Dennis 
Mora, who are now incarcerated 
a t F o rt Meade, Md.

The program was opened by 
Pete Seeger, who sang antiw ar 
songs, inc lud ing one about the F o rt 
Hood Three. D uring  the evening 
tw o  other entertainers contributed 
th e ir services: singer Joe F razier 
o f the Chad M itche ll T rio  and 
comedian D ick  Davies.

The f irs t  speaker was L inco ln  
Lynch, associate nationa l d irector 
o f CORE, who praised the F o rt 
Hood Three w ith  a quote from  
W inston C hurch ill: “ Never have 
so many owed so much to  so few .”

Lynch said tha t Am erica was 
on a racist course in  w orld  affa irs, 
especially in  V ietnam . “ This is a

James Wechsler, in  his N ew  
Y o rk  Post column of Oct. 10, 
said of the Fort Hood Three, 
“M any w ill  disagree w ith  
such young men, but th e ir  
form  of valor cannot be 
scorned. A t  the very  least 
there should be the assur­
ance that they w il l  not be 
mistreated in  prison.

“In  a w a r from  w hich so 
m any fin d  ways of escaping 
service and about w hich so 
m any are a s s a ile d  w ith  
doubts, there is no excuse fo r  
ruthless vindictiveness to ­
w ard  the few  who are pre­
pared to risk  reprisal fo r act­
ing out th e ir beliefs.”

plain, unadulterated, racist w ar,”  
he declared.

Lynch said that since the U.S. is 
the aggressor in  V ietnam  i t  has 
no r ig h t to  negotiate anything. He 
declared tha t the U nited States 
m ust w ithd raw  its  troops im -

m ediately and tha t i t  must stop 
lay ing  the groundw ork fo r a w orld  
w ar against China.

Stanley Faulkner, law yer fo r the 
F o rt Hood Three, began w ith  an 
ind ictm ent o f the w a r and then 
w ent on to describe the legal case 
of the three GIs.

The noted author, D w igh t Mac­
Donald, said tha t w h ile  he ap­
proved o f T rum an’s in tervention in  
Korea, he opposed the w a r in  V ie t­
nam. “ There is no m oral ju s tifica ­
tion  fo r th is w ar,”  he said, and 
declared his agreement w ith  the 
F o rt Hood Three’s ind ictm ent o f 
the w a r as “ illegal, im m ora l and 
un just.”

MacDonald said tha t President 
Johnson has revived “ the Rud- 
yard  K ip lin g  gun-and-bullets type 
of im peria lism .”  He w ent on to 
say, “ Every tim e  Johnson says 
something about peace in  V ie t­
nam you can be sure tha t the next 
day he’s going to do something 
to escalate the w ar.”

The famed cartoonist, Jules 
Fe iffe r, sa tirica lly  scathed the 
government’s conduct o f the w a r 
and its treatm ent of the F o rt Hood 
Three.

Several members of the G Is’ 
fam ilies sat on the p la tfo rm  du r­
ing the program. Three o f them 
spoke —  Grace M ora Newman, 
Joe M ora and James Johnson, Sr., 
and lead messages from  the im ­
prisoned soldiers.

Union Support
Doris Turner, vice-president of 

Local 1199 of the D rug and Hos­
p ita l W orkers Union, declared her 
opposition to the w ar and pledged 
to go back to her union to  raise 
funds fo r the defense e ffo rt o f the 
F o rt Hood Three.

Dave Dellinger, the fin a l speak­
er of the evening, had ju s t come 
back from  a fac t-fin d in g  tour of 
Southeast Asia. D e llinger reported 
on the widespread enthusiasm 
w ith  w hich the case o f the F o rt 
Hood Three had been met every­
where he went.

W hile  in  Japan, D e llinger was 
a signatory to an agreement be­
tween the Am erican and Asian 
antiw ar movements to cooperate 
in  in fo rm ing  Am erican GIs about 
the stand o f the F o rt Hood Three 
against the V ietnam  war.

Pfc. Johnson Describes Treatment
[F o llo w in g  is a copy o f a h andw ritten  and signed state­

m ent b y  Pfc. James Johnson given to his attorney, Stanley 
Fau lkner, at the F t. Meade Stockade on Oct. 7, 1966]

I  awaken each m orning at fiv e  a.m. From  that moment 
u n til six in  the evening, I ’m  not perm itted to sit o r lie  down. 
A t five , m y bedding is disassembled and m y bunk is used for 
m y display. I  am  not perm itted to ta lk  to anyone. I ’ve been 
given a direct order not even to ta lk  to Dennis M ora who is 
m y cellm ate. The prisoners in  the cells adjoining ours are not 
perm itted to ta lk  or even look in  the direction of m y cell.

I ’m  not perm itted to receive m a il from  anyone except the 
im m ediate fam ily  and one g irlfriend . O ften the m ail is held  
here fo r several days before I  receive it. A  le tte r w ritte n  to 
us by our attorney w hich was m ailed on F riday  the 30th has 
not been delivered as of this date, Oct. 7.

W e are not perm itted to have shoestrings or razor blades 
although w e are not considered escape risks. This means that 
m any days w e’re not able to shave because i t  is d ifficu lt to 
obtain a locked razor or razor blades.

W e have to eat a ll our meals in  our cells and are not 
perm itted any form  of activ ity  w ith  other prisoners. M y  cell 
is about 8' by 10'.

James A. Johnson

Colombia Unification
Representatives of the Colom­

bia gue rrilla  movement reported 
in  France tha t the fig h tin g  forces 
in  the provinces of To lim a and 
H u ila  have been reorganized, ac­
cording to the Paris daily, Le 
Monde. The new movement w i l l  
be called the Colombian Revolu­
tiona ry  Arm ed Forces.

F o r the tim e being, i t  is m ain­
ta in ing  ties w ith  the pro-Moscow 
Communist Party . D ifferences w ith  
the pa rty  m ay exist, however, 
since, according to the report, “ the 
CP seems at times to  doubt i f  
armed struggle is opportune when 
the new government appears to 
favo r trad ing  w ith  countries in  
Eastern Europe.”

The pro-Peking M a rx is t-L e n i-

Socialism on Trial
By James P. Cannon

Transcript o f testimony in 
firs t Smith A c t tria l

$l

MERIT PUBLISHERS 
5 East Third St.,

New York, N. Y.10003

n ist Com m unity P arty  accuses the 
pro-Moscow organization o f “ re ­
visionism ”  and of “ com plic ity  w ith  
the enemy.”

Inside Job?
The tr ia l o f the three men who 

allegedly stole B-26 bombers from  
the U nited States fo r Portuga l’s 
use against Angolan freedom 
fighters, reached a new stage of 
c la r ity  Oct. 6. A  witness fo r  the 
three defendants, who insist tha t 
they were w ork ing  fo r the CIA, 
pointed out, “ You ju s t don’t  f ly  
m ilita ry  a irc ra ft ou t of the U nited 
States w ith o u t some fo rm  o f co­
operation.”

Juliao Trial
B raz ilian  d ic ta tor Castelo B ran­

co took a step fo rw ard  in  the con­
solidation o f his reactionary re­
gime, Oct. 1, w ith  the tr ia l  in  ab­
sentia o f Francisco Juiiao. Juiiao 
is the popular law yer who played 
a key role in  the organization of 
peasant leagues in  northeastern 
B raz il three years ago.

The movement was fo rm a lly  
dissolved by the U.S.-backed m ili­
ta ry  regime in  1964, and many of 
its  members were imprisoned. Ju ­
liao, who is now liv in g  in  exile, 
was sentenced to  eight years’ im ­
prisonment. The conviction un­
doubtedly foreshadows e v e n  
harsher punishm ent of those peas-

ant leaders who are s t i l l  in  gov­
ernm ent hands.

Party Line
The Oct. 1 number of The Eco­

nom ist focuses attention on dis­
u n ity  in  the Ita lia n  Communist 
Party  and the increasing troubles 
party  leader L u ig i Longo is hav­
ing  keeping the le ft w ing  in  line : 
“ The secret o f T o g lia tti’s strate­
gy,”  The Economist states, “ was 
to fa l l  in  w ith  the dom inant group 
in  the K rem lin , whichever tha t 
happened to be.

“ Signor Longo w ould fa in  do 
the same, w h ich  means tha t he 
cannot make fu l l  use o f the w a r 
in  V ietnam  fo r purposes o f  p ro ­
paganda. No consistent an ti-A m er­
ican demonstrations have been la id  
on by the pa rty  w ith  the single 
exception o f an a ll-n ig h t protest 
v ig il in  a Rome theater. M ore re ­
cently, U nità  strongly critic ized 
the suggestion p u t fo rw ard  b y  M. 
Jean-Paul Sartre and others tha t 
the Soviet U nion should answer 
Am erican escalation by bombing 
the Seventh Fleet.

“ This extreme caution on the 
pa rt o f the leaders appears to con­
f irm  a feeling w hich is c ircu la ting  
in  the p a rty  tha t there may, a fte r 
a ll, be some sort of understanding 
between the Russians and the 
Americans over V ietnam .”

Ed Sm ith

Samas and Mora 
Reiterate Stand

[The following statements by Pvt. David Samas and Pvt. Den­
nis Mora were read to the Town H all meeting. Pfc. James John­
son’s statement was read by his father and was not available when 
we went to press.]

Although I  am being held in  so lita ry confinement, the p ris ­
oners and guards fin d  occasion to speak w ith  me. I  was ordered 
to remove the name tags from  m y un iform s and from  above my 
cage door. I  now  exist as the man w ith o u t a country o r a name; 
th is plus instructions fo r  no one to speak w ith  me entices the pris­
oners and guards to fin d  out m y story.

N a tu ra lly  and eagerly, I  am always exp la in ing who I  am and 
w hy I  am opposed to the w ar in  Vietnam. M y beliefs as to the 
ille g a lity  and im m ora lity  o f the w a r are accepted and (no surprise 
to  me) almost always agreed w ith . I t  is simple, indeed, to  show 
the wrongness o f Am erican in te rvention  in  Vietnam. I  ca ll th e ir 
a ttention to  the facts and figures, the dates, the names, the places. 
I  expla in how  we came to be invo lved and po in t to our steps in  
the escalation o f the w a r and our bu ild -u p  o f troops in  other south­
east Asian countries. The facts are easy to deal w ith  and easily 
understood.

I  f in d  tha t a fte r exp la in ing w hy I  feel the w a r is wrong, people 
s t i l l  don’t  understand w hy I  refused to go. They ask some ve ry  
simple questions tha t are much more d if f ic u lt  to  answer: W hich is 
easier, one year in  V ietnam  o r fiv e  years in  prison? W hy d idn ’t  
you ju s t go A W O L and get th row n out o f the army? W hy d idn ’t  
you refuse the draft? W hy d id  you make i t  a pub lic  issue? And, 
fin a lly , th e ir most basic question —  W hat is in  i t  fo r  you?

In  b lack and w hite, judged according to present-day standards, 
m y actions were foolish. One year is easier! A W O L is sim pler! Re­
fusing the d ra ft w ould  have been easier! R elative silence w ould  have 
been easier, and m ate ria lly  I  d id  not gain a th ing! In  fact, long 
lis ts can be draw n showing w h y  I  have lost, and I  cannot balance 
this w ith  a numbered l is t o f m y gains, no more than I  can trace 
the outline  o f my soul o r te ll you where my conscience lies.

A fte r much consideration, I  chose to take the hardest possible 
path because i t  was, to  m y belie f, the most honorable one. N oth ing 
is hidden and there is noth ing tha t I  have meant to hide. The 
w orld  can listen to and watch Jim m y, Dennis and me o r ignore us; 
tru th fu lly , i t  matters l it t le  to me w hat anyone else m ight th ink . M y  
conscience is a very selfish thing, judg ing  and gu id ing on ly m y 
actions. A l l  the vague people, dw e lling  outside in  freedom, may 
stand by me or desert me, as they see f i t ;  b u t m y beliefs, m y 
mind, m y conscience w il l  always be im m utab ly m y own. I  cannot, 
I  w i l l  not v io la te  m y convictions.

Conscience is a costly th ing, and I  am paying dearly fo r  the 
rights to m y m ind. F ive  years, a cement w a ll and cold iron  bars, 
fiv e  years in  a very horrib le , empty, lim bo  is the price I  am pay­
ing  fo r  real freedom. I f  i t  must be th is way, I  accept i t  gladly, 
know ing tha t the satisfaction, the pride  and the honor I  am feeling 
because o f m y actions w il l  b ring  me through, w hatever punishment 
my masters hand down to me.

I  laugh at m y masters b u t I  p ity  them. I  have no contempt fo r  
them, bu t hatred fo r  a system w h ich  they are caught up in. The 
system may hamper m y body b u t i t  cannot b ind  m y m ind. I  s t i l l  
th in k  and believe as I  know  is righ t. M y  body is the irs b u t the 
being inside th e ir body is m y own; and they cannot take from  me 
the freedom tha t I  hold w ith in  m y mind.

Judge Learned Hand had a much quoted saying —  “L ib e rty  
lies in  the hearts of men; when i t  dies there, no law, no ju ry , no 
judge can save i t ! ”  I  have taken th is and changed i t  somewhat 
to help me to endure m y prison life . L ib e rty  lies in  the hearts o f 
men; when i t  exists there, no law, no ju ry , no judge can destroy it!

David A. Samas
P.S. ( I  guess)

I  d idn ’t  know  how long (o r short) th is was supposed to be bu t 
I  hope th is is a lrigh t. W ith  m y punctuation, gram m ar and spelling 
I  deserve to be in  ja il  bu t whether th is makes sense or not I  do 
mean it.

I  hope the ra lly  is a success. You are a ll doing such a damn 
fine  job and a harder one than I. A l l  I  do is hang out here —  ju s t 
blah —  good luck and I  do thank you a ll.

I  love you lik e  m y own fam ily .
Dave

*  *  *

I t  has been 95 days now since we were asked to go to  a "non- 
le tha l”  Asian murder. O f course many o f the gangster elements are 
m issing because the arm y does everyth ing in  a “ legal,”  non-tox ic  
and antiseptic way. S till, the broader im plications and actions o f 
ou r aggression in  V ietnam  rem ain crim ina l. T rue enough i t  is tha t 
ou r Madison Ave. and corporation boys t r y  to sugar-coat and ju s tify  
barbarity , b u t i t ’s as convincing as an embalmer’s make-up. Pen­
tagon apologists may te ll Nobel p rize -w inn ing  scientists tha t napalm, 
poison gas and defoliants are humane, b u t th is  k in d  o f insane 
rav ing  can’t  continue to foo l people a ll the tim e. Meetings lik e  the 
one you are having ton igh t w i l l  wake people up.

We are able to  keep up w ith  the news because we have the 
p riv ilege —  no righ ts exist in  a stockade —  o f a newspaper sub­
scription. We see how old birds s ti l l  w an t to  p lay D r. Strangelove 
w ith  nuclear weapons. We know  tha t superbird is o ff to  give another 
puppet show. We also see how a pa rro t at the U N  is squawking —  
“ Peace, Peace”  w h ile  at the same tim e i t  is announced th a t w a r 
plans fo r  1968 are already completed.

The hypocrisy o f ou r leaders and the desperation o f the ru lin g  
class is crude and borders on the lunatic. The racism and geno­
cide, the aggression and arrogance o f a class o f corporate masters 
in  a depraved Establishment stains the real honor o f the U.S. They 
surely belong before a w a r crimes tribuna l and I, fo r  one, w ould 
like  to see a fa ir  court at w ork. M r. Fau lkner has to ld  us th a t he 
s t i l l  has some old briefs tha t weren’t  adm itted in  a case he had 
once. I ’d hate to see them go unheard.

A l l  in  a ll, I  can honestly say tha t I  am n ine ty -five  times as 
convinced o f the justness and ‘rightness’ o f m y decision. Days to 
come are no t going to change that. When I ’m asked in  years to 
come w h ich  side I  was on, i t  w i l l  be w ith  pleasure and pride  tha t 
I  w i l l  say th a t I  was on the side o f decency and democracy.

M uch success and yours in  peace and freedom.
Dennis Mora

World Events
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Views of an Indonesian Communist

W hat Is Now Needed

A ve., H a ll 240, M inn ., M in n . 55403. F E d -  
eral 2-7781. Open 1 to 5 p.m ., Monday  
through F riday , Saturday, 11 a.m .-5 p.m.
N E W A R K . N ew ark  Labor Forum , Box  
361, N ew ark , N ew  Jersey 07101.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y . M ilita n t Labor For­
um. 873 Broadway (at 18th S t.), N .Y ., 
N .Y . 10003. 982-6051.
O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y . Socialist W o rk ­
ers P arty  and Pioneer Bookstore. 2003 
M ilv ia , B erkeley, C alif. 94704. Phone: 
848-3992. Open 2 to 7 p.m. M onday thru  
Frid ay: Saturday 12 to 5 p.m.
P H IL A D E L P H IA . M ilita n t Labor Forum : 
P.O. Box 8412, Phi la ., Pa. 19101.
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B y  T . Soedarso
[On Sept 30 it  w ill be one year 

since the events began in Indo­
nesia that rapidly led to one of 
the greatest tragedies of our times, 
the decimation of the largest Com­
munist Party in the capitalist 
world and a nationwide slaughter 
in which the estimates of the 
number of victims range from
300,000 to more than 500,000. Ac­
cording to the latest reports in 
the press, the killings are still 
going on.

[Such a political debacle and 
mass blood-letting demand the 
most intensive analysis. The costly 
experience makes it imperative 
that the lessons be singled out and 
learned by the workers move­
ment. In  resolutions and articles 
the Fourth International and par­
ties adhering to its views began 
this task even before the defeat 
by calling attention to the class- 
collaboratlonist policies followed 
by the A idit leadership of the In ­
donesian Communist Party (P K I, 
Partai Kommunis Indonesia) 
with the approval of Moscow and 
the special hacking of Peking. Up 
to now, prim arily because of the 
ferocious repression, little has 
come out of Indonesia i tself.

[That the Indonesian Commun­
ists are now beginning to review 
the bitter experience they have 
lived through, is well indicated 
by the following article. The au­
thor is a young member of the 
Indonesian Communist Party con­
cerned about assessing the causes 
and meaning of the tragic defeat 
suffered by his party. He is now 
in exile. As a reflection of the 
thinking going on in the most ad­
vanced sectors of the. ranks of the 
P K I, the article is of considerable 
interest and we are pleased to be 
able to offer it in The M ilita n t. I t  
originally appeared in  W orld  Out­
look.

[This is the last of three install­
ments of M r. Soedarso’s article. 
The first two installments dealt 
w ith the P K I’s failure to prepare 
the workers and peasants for 
armed struggle, and the P K I’s 
program of alliance with the na­
tional bourgeoisie.]

Ill
On the Question of 
Building the Party

The P K I’s program calls fo r 
m aking the party  “ both a mass 
party  and a cadre party .”  A id it 
said, “ The P K I is a mass party  
bu t at the same tim e a cadre 
party ; i t  has many members and 
close contacts w ith  the masses.” 26

In  1952 the membership was 
only 10,000. In  the national con­
ference held that year, i t  was de­
cided “ to expand the membership 
from  10,000 to  100,000 w ith in  s ix  
m onths." (Emphasis added.)27 And 
a fte r the im plem entation of the 
f irs t “ Three Year P lan”  (1956- 
59), the membership increased to 
1,500,000.28 A t m id-year 1965 i t  
was reported in  the press to have 
reached 3,000,000.

I t  is an amazing grow th. A  mass 
production of Communist cadres! 
Perhaps no precedent exists fo r 
th is in  the h istory of Communist 
parties. B u t is i t  guaranteed tha t 
a ll o f these three m illio n  members 
were good revolutionists? Perhaps 
the C IA  agents knew  the answer 
to th is better than the members 
themselves, so tha t the reaction­
a ry  forces dared to launch a b ru ta l 
and massive suppression o f the 
P K I, O f course, the rapid re c ru it­
ment by the P K I frightened the 
reactionary forces, bu t apparently 
they recognized the fa ta l weakness 
of the organization better than did 
the members of the P K I.

Obviously i t  is not easy to tu rn  
out good revolutionists w ith  mass

production methods. A id it  h im self 
recognized the inherent weakness 
in  th is rapid grow th and mass 
production of members. For ex­
ample, he said, “ In  the beginning 
they become party  members be­
cause they seek protection from  
the ris ing  revo lu tionary tide of 
the peasants. B u t th e ir cu ltu ra l 
level is h igher than tha t of the 
agricu ltu ra l workers and poor 
peasants, therefore w ith in  a short 
tim e they occupy the chair of lead­
ership in the pa rty  and fo r the 
tim e being the peasants grant 
them the ir trust.

“ Besides there are cadres who 
jo ined the party  during  the armed 
struggle in  1945 or even before 
then, thus in  the days before the 
party  had an agrarian program. A t 
the tim e they were good cadres; 
they implemented the pa rty ’s 
po licy w ith  high sp irits  against 
im peria lism  and took an active 
pa rt in  the campaign to crush the 
reactionary rebellion. B u t they are 
not agrarian cadres.” 29

A id it  recognized tha t in  the local 
leadership of the party, in  the v i l ­
lages, many were “ under the 
thum b of rich  peasants and th is is 
not in  line w ith  the membership 
o f the peasant movement w hich is 
m a in ly  poor peasant.” 30

Yet the slogan s t i l l  remained, 
“ Both mass party  and cadre par­
ty .”  The fact is tha t the real cadres 
o f the party  stood at a distance 
from  the mass members of the 
party. Thus the structure o f the 
party  was more or less like  a mass 
organization. The cadres d id not 
completely trus t the mass mem­
bers and tended to fo rm  many 
tight, secret rings w ith in  the par­
ty. The bureaucratic character of 
the party  was thus intensified.

And in a tim e of crisis like  last 
October, the party  could do no­
thing. Instead of issuing instruc­
tions on w hat to do to counteract 
the b ru ta l massacre in itia ted  by 
the reactionary forces, the top 
leadership scurried fo r safe spots 
(some of them going to President 
Sukarno’s palace) w hich they 
knew about in  advance, leaving 
the mass members in  the lurch.

Even tw o months a fte r the 
disaster, there were s ti l l  many in  
the rank  and file  who did not 
rea lly  know w hat was going on 
u n til they were massacred. Some 
fought back, bu t on ly in  personal 
defense. They s ti l l  d id not know 
w hether the leadership was in tact 
or not, w hat po licy was to be fo l­
lowed, etc. The rank-and -file  
member was not priv ileged to 
know  the real policy o f the party.

This state o f affa irs proved to 
be ve ry  dangerous. Experience 
shows tha t i t  is necessary to bu ild  
a pa rty  of real cadres who have a 
correct po litica l line, who are ac­
tive ly  engaged in  po litica l w o rk  
among the workers and peasants, 
and who dare to conduct an armed 
struggle to achieve the goals o f 
the revolution. The pa rty  must 
have a program “ w hich reflects 
the thought and experience o f an 
authentic revo lu tionary movement, 
aims at rea lly  a id ing the highest 
possible revo lu tionary a c tiv ity  of 
the w ork ing  class, w h ile  starting 
out from  its most elementary 
demands.”  There can be no secrecy 
among the members, since a ll are 
cadres, w h ile  democratic centra l­
ism must rule. E veryth ing is dis­
cussed by a ll members, bu t a ll act 
in  un ity !

IV
Too Much Stress at the Top

Because o f its  po licy o f seek­
ing to achieve socialism by means 
of a “ parliam entary democratic”  
struggle and bu ild ing  a false 
“ united national fro n t,”  the party  
concentrated its struggle at the 
top instead o f the bottom. Col­
laboration at the top was con­
sidered to be the best way to inch 
towards socialism. A ctiv ities  cen­

tered around the “ coalition cab­
ine t”  beginning in  1955, then 
around the “ cooperation cabinet”  
in  1959, the last one being the 
“ N AS AKO M  cabinet”  in  1963.

The party  sought to  gain power 
through “ w ork ing  together”  w ith  
its enemies.

Considerable progress was reg­
istered throughout th is period. The 
masses were m oving toward a rev­
o lu tionary crisis. B u t they were 
not armed —  not armed w ith  a 
correct po litica l line and not armed 
w ith  real weapons to crush the 
reactionary ru lin g  class. The 
peasants were set in  m otion to 
take over the land, to smash the 
dom ination o f the feudalists. B u t 
there was no clear po litica l line. 
And even the land take-overs 
were stopped because o f the “ im ­
pending probable”  form ation of a 
“ N ASAKO M  cabinet.”

The party  did not protest the 
banning of strikes in  industry  be­
cause industry  was considered to 
belong to the government, w hich 
was almost “ a government of 
N ASAKO M .”

The party  d id  not issue instruc­
tions to  counteract the m ilita ry -  
fascist suppression through armed 
struggle because “ Sukarno is s ti l l  
at the top,”  the “ pro-people ele­
ments are s t i l l  in  the govern­
ment.”

This line  should have been re­
versed! A ll  form s of struggle must 
be employed but the stress must 
be on bu ild ing  a genuine revo lu­
tiona ry  w orking-class party , ac­
tiva tin g  the masses in  the revo lu­
tionary  movement and preparing 
fo r armed struggle!

In Conclusion
The above critic ism  is not in ­

tended to underm ine the role of 
the P K I nor to arouse d is trus t in  
Indonesian Communism. B u t the 
revo lu tionary movement in  Indo­
nesia w il l  be successful only i f  i t  
learns from  past experience, i f  i t  
learns not to repeat the same 
mistakes.

O nly true  revolution ists have the 
courage to correct errors. C ritic ism  
and se lf-c ritic ism  constitute the 
best method o f reaching a more 
correct line. Mistakes are bad, bu t 
not to  understand the mistakes is 
worse; and the w orst is not to cor­
rect a mistake, having recognized 
it.

The situation is now qu ite  favo r­
able fo r a new line. People in  
arms are to be found everywhere. 
The line between fr iend  and foe 
is very clear. The b ru ta l character 
of the reactionary forces is ve ry  
obvious. The opportunistic char­
acter of a bourgeois leader like  
Sukarno is ve ry  clear. W hether 
the leadership o f the pa rty  likes 
i t  o r not, the masses cannot w a it 
out the increasing massacre against 
them any longer. W hat is needed 
now is a po lit ica lly  correct, class­
conscious and m ilita n t leadership, 
w hich w il l  lead an armed struggle 
to abolish the whole system o f ex­
p lo ita tion o f man by man in  In ­
donesia and establish a workers 
state!

26. D . N . A id it, Be a  Good and a Bettor 
Communist. p. 49.
27. D. N. A id it, Fo rty  Years of the P K I.
p. 72.
28. ib id. p. 89.

29. D . N . A id it, The Peasants Cru sh the 
V illa ge Devils. Jajasan Pem baruan, Ja­
karta, 1964. p. 55.
30. ib id . p. 55.
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N. Korea's Solidarity Appeal
N orth  Korean Com m unist P a rty  chairm an K im  I I  Sung has 

called on Moscow and Peking to  un ite  in  defense o f V ietnam , 
in  spite o f th e ir  differences. He also called upon a ll countries 
in  the S ino-Soviet bloc to  send volunteers to V ietnam . Chairm an 
K im ’s appeal thus para lle ls the  position taken by Cuban P rem ier 
F ide l Castro since early  last year.

“ F or us,”  Castro stated M arch 13, 1965, “ sm all countries tha t 
do no t base ourselves on the  strength o f armies o f m illions  of 
men, o r on the strength o f atom ic power, sm all countries lik e  V ie t­
nam and Cuba, we have enough in s tin c t to see . . . th a t these 
divisions th a t weaken the strength o f the socialist camp h u r t no 
one m ore than us who are special situations —  here, 90 m iles 
fro m  the Yankee em pire; there, attacked by Yankee planes.”

That was less than tw o  weeks a fte r the f ir s t  contingent of 
com bat-ready marines landed in  V ietnam . Since then, more than
300,000 U.S. troops have been landed and 600,000 tons o f bombs 
have been dropped on the Vietnamese countryside b y  the U.S. 
invader. These are more bombs than were dropped by the  A llie d  
A ir  Force in  the Pacific  area, inc lud ing  A laska and the China- 
Ind ia -B u rm a  theater, in  the entire  course o f W orld  W ar I I ; more 
bombs than were dropped in  the entire  course o f the Korean war.

A  un ited  fro n t o f the  w orkers ’ states in  the defense o f V ie t­
nam is a burn ing  necessity. The im peria lis ts  continue to  escalate 
the war, p lacing no rth  V ie tnam  in  extrem e danger, and th reaten­
in g  China and u lt im a te ly  the USSR itse lf. The im peria lis ts  w i l l  
continue on th is  path of aggression u n til they are countered by 
an e ffective  response from  the w orkers ’ states.

A New Arson Attack
U ndoubted ly encouraged by the New Y o rk  C ity  adm in istra ­

tio n  silence over the fire -bom b ing  o f the Socialist W orkers P a rty  
headquarters Sept. 29 and the Sept. 4 bom bing o f the Commu­
n is t P a rty  headquarters, r ig h t-w in g  hoodlums struck again in  the 
c ity  Oct. 8. This tim e  the ta rget was the new H arlem  bookstore 
“ Com m unist P a rty  U SA  —  M a rx is t-L e n in is t”  w h ich  was burned 
by arsonists.

The police were quoted in  the New Y o rk  Times as saying “ the 
f ire  was not being linke d  to the bombing o f the Com m unist P ar­
ty  headquarters.”

The fa ilu re  of the police and c ity  adm in is tra tion  to “ l in k ”  
the wave o f r ig h tis t bombings or do anyth ing  effective  to h a lt 
them  m ust be denounced. A l l  who believe in  c iv il libe rties  must 
express th e ir  so lid a rity  w ith  the v ic tim s of th is  latest attack, and 
the an tiw a r movement, w h ich  these bombings aim  to in tim ida te , 
m ust redouble its  e ffo rts  to end the w ar in  Vietnam .
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. . .Red Guards
(Continued from  Page 1)

such course of action. I t  w ould 
serve to mobilize the m axim um  
forces on a global scale to slow 
down the Washington warmakers, 
assist the Vietnamese revo lu tion 
and north  V ietnam , and defend 
the People’s Republic of China 
itse lf. Such a line w ould certa in ly 
muster fa r more understanding 
and support from  friends of Chi­
na a ll over the w o rld  than the 
present sectarian a ttitude and ex­
cesses attending Mao’s “ great cu l­
tu ra l revo lu tion”  w hich have been 
denounced by Communist leaders 
from  Cuba to N orth  Korea.

*  *  *

The actions of the Red Guards 
are u n like ly  to  w in  friends fo r 
the regime at home either. Under 
the approving eyes o f Mao and 
L in  Piao, detachments o f young 
m ilitan ts  have been s tr ik ing  out 
w ild ly  at “ old ideas, old customs 
and old habits.”

W hatever is foreign, “ bour­
geois,”  or associated w ith  China’s 
past has been liab le  to ind isc ri­
m inate attack. The cemetery fo r 
foreigners in  Peking has been 
closed and renamed the “ A n ti­
im peria list, A n ti-rev is ion is t O r­
chard.”  Classical Greek and Ro­
man statues have been smashed. 
Goethe and Shakespeare have 
been blacklisted. Pravda  reports 
th a t a m em oria l to  Pushkin was 
to m  down in  Shanghai and “ pos­
ters eulogizing Mao Tse-tung were 
pasted on the pedestal.”

A ncien t Chinese a rt objects have 
been destroyed as “ demons and 
monsters o f the old ru lin g  class.”  
The Shanghai home o f 75-year- 
old Madame Sun Yat-sen, vice 
president of the nation, has been 
ransacked. P rem ier Chou En-la i 
had to admonish Red Guards fo r 
pasting up posters against Mrs. 
Sun and try in g  to remove busts 
of her dead husband, the honored 
founder o f the f irs t Chinese Re­
pub lic  in  1911, from  buildings.

Bourgeois Haircuts
People have been stripped of 

th e ir je w e lry  and other orna­
ments, forced to take o ff Western 
clothes and change “ bourgeois”  
haircuts. Cosmetics have been re ­
moved from  shop counters. Statues 
o f Buddha have been taken out 
o f Tibetan lamaseries. Old women 
have been dragged through the 
streets o f Peking w ith  placards 
hanging around the ir necks read­
ing  “ I  oppose the revo lu tion.”

Is th is how to  “ destroy the old 
w o rld ”  and “ establish a new 
w orld?”  W hy do the party  leaders 
feel impelled, 17 years a fte r the 
conquest o f power, to  encourage 
measures of th is  k ind  w hich da­
mage the reputation of the regime, 
weaken the already demoralized 
and disoriented pro-M aoist forces 
elsewhere and in tensify Peking’s 
isolation in  the Communist and 
colonial world?

According to  the o ffic ia l ex­
planation, these drastic steps are 
being taken to cleanse the coun­
try  of revisionists, r ig h t oppor­
tunists, restorationists and bour­
geois “ monsters”  aided and abetted 
by “ sin ister a n ti-p a rty  and an ti­
s o c ia l is t ,  counterrevolutionary 
gangsters.”  We are to ld  tha t the 
Red Guards are the banner bear­
ers of an epoch-making “ pro leta­
rian  cu ltu ra l revo lu tion”  which 
w il l  to ta lly  transform  the nature 
o f Chinese man. L e t us examine 
these tw o  points.

So l it t le  re liable in fo rm ation  is 
available tha t one can only guess 
a t the views and orientations of 
the forces now locked in  struggle. 
Selected cap ita lis t entrepreneurs, 
who are often exhibited to foreign 
visitors, have been perm itted to 
operate in  Communist China un­
der s tr ic t supervision by the gov­
ernment. One demand of the de­
monstrators is tha t these and other 
p riv ileged elements be deprived of 
th e ir dividends, bank accounts 
and opulent liv in g  standards.

However, these remnants of the 
old order ca rry  lit t le  social w eight 
compared to the widespread pe tty - 
bourgeois forces w h ich  are deep­
ly  rooted in  the predom inantly 
peasant population and among the

state functionaries and in te lligen t­
sia. Spokesmen fo r such tenden­
cies w ith  r ig h tis t and even coun­
te rrevo lu tionary leanings may 
have been emboldened by China’s 
string of reverses on the foreign 
fie ld  and the domestic d ifficu ltie s  
and errors committed by the re ­
gime, to raise the ir heads and 
look about fo r openings and allies.

B u t the spectrum of dissent ex­
tends fa r beyond such quarters. 
I t  reaches in to  the party, the gov­
ernment, the arm y and in te llec­
tua l circles where h igh ly  placed 
personages are dissatisfied w ith  
Mao’s policies on one ground or 
another. Some have reportedly 
been pressing to change the out- 
of-hand rejection o f any alliance 
w ith  the Soviet Union and may 
even have evinced sympathy fo r 
Moscow. The confluence o f these 
variegated trends may w e ll have 
presented the specter of a ris ing  
opposition from  the r ig h t to Mao’s 
general line.

Suppress C ritics
I t  is asserted tha t the Red 

Guards are mobilized exclusively 
against such r ig h tis t forces. B u t 
th is is only pa rt of the picture. 
They are being used to suppress 
a ll dissent, w hether from  re v i­
sionist and “ opportunist”  oppo­
nents or from  more radical com­
m unist voices on the le ft. This is 
the most ominous and reactionary 
aspect of the a ffa ir. A ny  sort of 
critic ism , regardless of its  aims 
or inspiration, is being lumped 
together and branded as counter­
revo lu tionary and unpatrio tic. The 
form ula fo r th is stringent thought- 
contro l is craven obeisance to the 
a ll-su ffic in g  thought of Mao Tse- 
tung who has ju s t been elevated 
to an almost god-like  status as 
“ supreme commander.”

The wave o f suicides among 
prom inent personages and the un­
restrained and unfounded accusa­
tions launched against others 
shows how unbearable the atmo­
sphere o f in tim ida tion  has be­
come. Typ ica l are the denuncia­
tions in  the press of L i  Ta, one 
o f the three surv iv ing  founders 
of the Chinese Communist Party  
and, fo r the past 14 years, presi­
dent of Wuhan U n ivers ity . A c­
cording to the arm y paper, “ L i 
Ta is a shameless tra ito r, a na­
tiona l disgrace, a veteran an ti­
com m unist, a despotic land lord 
and anti-socialist, anti-M ao-Tse- 
tung -in -though t shock trooper, 
and an extrem ely rabid and stub­
born counterrevolutionary ele­
ment.”  Jenmin J ih  Pao called h im  
“ a land lord element who has a l­
ways exploited the peasants.”

*  *  *

Mao and his associates have not 
scrupulously conformed to consti­
tu tiona l rules of pa rty  life . The 
CP has not held a nationa l con­
vention fo r a decade. This tim e 
Mao has gone fu rth e r by fo rm ­
ing battalions outside the pa rty  
and its  youth organizations which 
are conducting the purge through 
extra-legal channels from  one end 
o f the country to the other.

The Red Guards have castigated 
the party  figures or adm inistra­
tive  units tha t the men at the top 
w an t to  underm ine or remove 
from  th e ir posts. This has sp lit 
the CP in  many places and pro­
voked sharp encounters between 
the Red Guards and local leaders 
and organizations. “ In  provinces 
as fa r apart as Shensi and H ei­
lungkiang in  the north  and K w e i­
chow and Szechwan in  the south,”  
says a Sept. 7 New Y ork  Times 
dispatch f r o m  Hong Kong, 
“ struggles are developing between 
Maoist and anti-M aoist factions 
using r iv a l groups as pawns in  
th e ir power p lay.”  That same day, 
the theoretical jou rna l of the Cen­
tra l Committee, Hung Chi, de­
clared tha t pow erfu l elements 
w ith in  the party  were waging a 
power struggle against Mao Tse- 
tung and Defense M in is te r L in  
Piao. I t  said these “ enemies”  w ould 
be crushed.

The youth movement is in  disar­
ray. The Central Committee of 
the Young Communist League was 
disbanded a m onth ago on the

ground tha t its leaders wanted to 
transform  the organization in to  a 
weapon fo r  restoring capitalism. 
I t  was replaced by a “ revo lu tion­
ary group”  tha t was then also re­
moved. Now, fresh posters call fo r 
a new youth organization to be 
form ed under a d iffe ren t name. 
A l l  foreign students have been 
asked to leave China by the end 
of September.

The youth cadres appears to 
have divided in to  d iffe ren t con­
tingents. On one side is a m in o ri­
ty  centered in  the universities 
w hich is c ritica l of the leadership 
and afra id  of being beaten down. 
On the other side are a ll those who 
make up the Red Guards. These 
less sophisticated, zealous young 
m ilitan ts  are accustomed to car­
ry  out directives from  Mao and his 
men, in  whom  they repose b lind  
confidence and un lim ited  trust. 
They have apparently plunged 
in to  this latest crusade, as they 
have in  previous campaigns, fu l l  
o f fe rvo r and in ten t on sweeping 
away a ll who are pointed out as 
open or hidden opponents of the 
regime.

In  some cases and places, the 
d rive  has gotten out of hand and 
passed beyond the contro l of its 
promoters. Its  partic ipants have 
had to be curbed and called to 
account. This can be deduced from  
orders issued to the Red Guards 
not to  in te rfe re  w ith  agricu ltu ra l 
o r industria l production. A n  edi­
to r ia l in  Hung Chi on Sept. 19 ad­
monished the Guards to fo llow  
rules of obedience to orders, 
speaking po lite ly , not h ittin g  or 
swearing at people, no t damaging 
crops, not taking liberties w ith  
women or m altreating captives. 
Such warnings w ould not have 
been given unless incidents o f th is 
k ind  had occurred.

Pravda  has been p rin tin g  more 
detailed and ch illin g  accounts of 
b ru ta lities. “ The Red Guards beat 
up a w orker because he happened 
to be in  a room where they found 
a p o rtra it o f Mao Tse-tung w ith  
a crack in  the fram e,”  i t  said. 
“ They beat people w ith  sticks, 
r i f le  butts, belts, chains and elec­
tr ic  rods. One man was to rtu red  
a whole n igh t u n til he died.”

The “ pro letarian cu ltu ra l re­
vo lu tion”  is runn ing  up against 
resistance from  workers and peas­
ants. Japanese and other corres­
pondents in  Peking have reported 
numerous bloody clashes in  w hich 
Chinese arm y troops have been 
forced to intervene.

The employment of teenage m il­
itants in  th is fashion is ris ky  fo r 
the leadership. The ir eagerness in 
attacking certain sections o f the 
pa rty  apparatus betrays a hos tili­
ty  tow ard its  offic ia ldom  w hich 
may la te r boomerang. In  any 
event, the regime is at fa u lt fo r 
abusing and m isdirecting the ardor

and idealism of these youth.
*  *  *

Mao has exceedingly ambitious 
ends in  view. In  his tw ilig h t 
years, he aspires to shape the 
youth and rem old th e ir elders in to 
incorrup tib le  soldiers of commun­
ism, as he understands i t ,  who 
w il l  be armored against a ll temp­
tations to relapse in to  the old 
ways. This accounts in  pa rt fo r 
the Spartan severity and ru th ­
lessness of th is new “ leap fo r­
w ard”  w hich is being carried out 
in  the now fa m ilia r extreme 
“ Maoist”  manner.

Is th is  campaign an authentic 
“ pro letarian cu ltu ra l revo lu tion,”  
as Peking and its fo llowers con­
tend?

A  thoroughgoing reconstruction 
of human relations, customs and 
habits, a rt and culture, is the log i­
cal sequel and eventual cu lm ina­
tion  of a profound popular revo lu­
tion  like  tha t in  China. However, 
th is can on ly  be the ripened 
achievement o f a w h o lly  reno­
vated social order, based not only 
on new economic foundations but 
on an unprecedented flo w  of 
wealth, a reduction of compulsory 
labor, an end to state coercion, 
and harmonious human relations. 
This is the collective w o rk  o f a 
succession o f generations. I t  can­
not be produced on command 
from  above in obedience to the 
edict of an a rb itra ry  a ll-pow erfu l 
ind iv idua l. Such an a rb itra ry  con­
ception could only emanate from  
the heads of autocrats who tra ­
vesty the aims of scientific so­
cialism.

In  any case, such a profound 
transform ation o f life  cannot be 
consummated in  an impoverished, 
backward and besieged country, 
w ith  immense unsolved economic 
problems, like  China today. I t  can­
not be accomplished amidst fierce 
social conflicts. The socialist cu l­
tu ra l revo lu tion  in  the M arxist, 
not Maoist, sense is not a weapon 
or a phase in  the class struggle. 
I t  w il l  have to  grow out of the 
dying away of social d iffe ren tia ­
tions, cleavages and antagonisms 
in  a stateless and classless society 
of equals elevated high above the 
standards yet attained anywhere. 
China is very fa r  from  that.

N or can the coming socialist 
cu ltu re  be created w ith in  the 
boundaries o f a single country, 
as the Maoists, im ita ting  S talin, 
proclaim . I t  w il l  not bear a class 
im p rin t even of a pro letarian 
character. I t  w il l  be the f irs t class­
less and universal culture, b u ilt 
on the highest technology and 
science, to w hich each country 
and people w il l  contribute its dis­
tinc tive  g ifts  and proper share.

To be sure, these rad ica lly  new 
human relations and its appro­
priate a rt and cu lture  w il l  have 
to be prepared in  the transitiona l

period leading from  class society 
to socialism. B u t its m a jo r ob­
jectives cannot b e  taken by storm  
or by forced marches on short 
rations, any more than the roots 
of re lig ious belie f can be e lim in ­
ated by government edict o r de­
secration o f churches. Such tactics 
reinforce anti-com m unist p re ju ­
dices, cast d iscredit upon social­
ism and repel people fro m  its  
principles.

A t the very least, a campaign 
fo r cu ltu re  should serve to en­
large the democratic contro l o f 
the workers and peasants over 
the ir economy, th e ir pa rty  and 
th e ir government. The very  m eth­
ods employed by Mao ensure tha t 
the masses and the communist 
ranks w il l  emerge from  th is 
upheaval not w ith  more bu t w ith  
less of a role in  decision-m aking 
on a local, regional and national 
level.

The recent meeting o f the Cen­
tra l Committee —  the f irs t in  fou r 
years (aside from  possible secret 
ones) —  consolidated a ll powers 
around Mao and L in  Piao, the 
arm y chief. The ousting o f a ll dis­
sidents, r ig h t and le ft, r ig h t o r 
wrong, should fu rth e r tighten the  
hold of the Maoist bureaucracy 
over a ll spheres of Chinese life .

*  *  *

D uring  the campaign, a sign out­
side a pedicab depot in  Peking 
read tha t vehicles may s t il l  be 
hired, bu t the passenger is to  do 
the w ork  w h ile  the d rive r sits in  
the passenger seat behind. (The 
pedicab is a tricyc le  pedaled by 
a man. This k ind  of coolie trans­
portation was a symbol o f per­
sonal and national degradation 
under im peria lis t dom ination.)

Superfic ia l observers m igh t in ­
te rp re t th is as a sign th a t the 
priv ileged elements are being 
overturned in  Communist China 
as the to ile rs move in to  the d r iv ­
er’s seat. This is w hat the o ff i­
c ia l promoters o f the purge w ould  
have us believe.

However, the ve ry  absurd ity of 
the innovation should pu t us on 
guard against so simple a con­
clusion. The reversal o f roles be­
tween the passenger and the 
chauffeur-pedaler has not worked 
in  practice.

So, w hatever is being knocked 
topsy-tu rvy, the powers and po li­
tica l influence of the w ork ing  
masses are not being augmented. 
On the contrary, the autonomy of 
the bureaucracy is being bu t­
tressed by the smothering o f the 
rights of expression w ith in  the 
pa rty  and the country. Regardless 
of the motives of its  in itia to rs, 
the “ great cu ltu ra l revo lu tion”  
testifies to the hardening o f bu­
reaucratic ru lership, not to  any 
revo lu tionary replenishm ent from  
below or extension o f workers and 
peasants democracy in  China.

P E K IN G  P A R A D E . Red Guards m arch through Peking street, bearing flags and portra it of Mao 
Tse-tung.
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A RAMPARTS FEATURE

The Sad Record of Gov. Brown

S EN T IN  B Y  B R O W N . N ational Guardsmen ordered into  W atts  
by C aliforn ia Gov. B row n to suppress ghetto outbreak provoked  
by police b ru ta lity , racial oppression and poverty.

By George Novack
The October Ramparts maga­

zine contains a h ig h ly  in fo rm ative  
artic le  on the C a lifo rn ia  po litica l 
scene, w ritte n  by its editors and 
entitled  “ G o lly  Gee, C a lifo rn ia  is 
a Strange Place.”  The artic le  de­
scribes the sad record o f the 
B row n adm inistration, w h ich  has 
deeply disillusioned m any liberals 
in  the Democratic P a rty  w ith  th e ir 
hero o f yesteryear.

B row n was elected in  1958 over 
Oakland newspaper publisher W il­
lia m  Know land, fo rm er U.S. Sen­
ator and representative o f Chi ang’s 
“ China Lobby.”  B row n was re­
garded by the lib e ra l faction in  
the Democratic P arty , not as “ a 
lesser ev il,”  b u t as the greater 
good.

“ The fusion of liberals, vis ion­
aries and activists w ho created 
the B row n tid a l wave saw a tru ly  
golden fu tu re  fo r  the Golden 
State: the chance to  break the 
economic stranglehold of C a lifo r­
n ia ’s b ig  landowners, the long- 
awaited opportun ity  to  better the 
r ig h tfu l lo t of the state’s m in o ri­
ties, the means to introduce so­
cia l p lanning in to  a fantastic 
grow th  pa tte rn  and the occasion to 
re -v ita lize  a great state un ive rs ity  
tha t had been cripp led by a r id i­
culous b u t ominous loya lty -oa th  
fig h t. I t  was an eager, exciting 
moment. The Republican machine 
was being swept out of Sacra­
mento. Democracy, w ith  a small 
‘d,’ was back in  politics.”

LOS ANGELES —  A  statewide 
"Conference on Power and P o li­
tics,”  organized by lib e ra l Demo­
crats, adopted a resolution against 
supporting incum bent Democratic 
Governor B row n as w e ll as Repub­
lican  Ronald Reagan in  the No­
vem ber election. The conference 
was held in  Los Angeles over the 
Oct. 1 weekend.

The conference, attended by 
2,098 registered delegates, was 
called by the Committee fo r L ib ­
eral Representation. The CLR is 
made up la rge ly  o f lib e ra l Demo­
crats who had operated through 
a faction o f the state Democratic 
Party , the C a lifo rn ia  Democratic 
Council. They broke w ith  the CDC 
w hen B row n purged th e ir chief, 
Cy Casady, fo r  his opposition to 
the V ietnam  war.

The CLR leadership viewed the 
conference as a means o f exert­
ing  pressure on Brown. A  demon­
stration o f the ir strength, they 
thought, w ould make B row n real­
ize he could not w in  w ithou t heed­
in g  th e ir views and w ithou t the ir 
support. They did not rea lly  w an t 
to break w ith  Brown.

Leading the an ti-B row n  group­
ing  were Robert Scheer o f Berke­
ley  and M ike  Hannon o f Los 
Angeles, both o f whom  ran in  the 
Democratic P arty  prim aries in  
June.

These tw o forces m et at the 
conference. The C LR leadership 
hoped to pass a resolution endors­
ing  ne ither candidate, b u t leaving 
the delegates free to w ork  fo r 
B row n i f  they wished. The a n ti- 
B row n forces aimed at a fo r th ­
r ig h t repudiation o f the Demo­
cratic  incumbent. T he ir proposals 
fo r  a lte rna tive  action ranged from  
a boycott o f the election to w r it ­
ing  in  the name of Pope John.

The CLR leadership came to the 
conference confident o f v ic to ry , 
b u t uncerta in o f the strength of 
the an ti-B row n  forces. In  many 
respects i t  was a w ide-open con­
ference. A ny  ind iv idua l who paid 
a do lla r could be a vo ting  del­
egate.

The CLR leadership u tilized

I  recall a top leader of the state 
Communist P a rty  enthusiastically 
apprising me around tha t tim e 
tha t they were tak ing  a seat on 
the B row n bandwagon because in  
C aliforn ia, at least, i t  was pos­
sible fo r  “ progressives”  to  capture 
contro l o f the Democratic Party.

A fte r e ight years, i t  has become 
clear th a t B row n and his team 
have flunked the least exacting 
standards o f libera lism  on every 
test issue: c iv il rights, democracy 
in  h igher education, resistance to 
b ig  business, opposition to capi­
ta l punishment, a ttitude  tow ard 
labor and devotion to peace. Here 
is the most damning pa rt of the 
record.

C IV IL  R IGHTS. B row n o rig in ­
a lly  pressed fo r  passage o f the 
R um ford F a ir Housing A c t to 
check racia l d iscrim ination in  the 
sale or ren ta l of p riva te  resi­
dences. This la w  was fie rce ly  op­
posed by real-estate interests who 
financed a successful referendum 
to eviscerate i t  by  amendment 
through Proposition 14. Thereupon 
B row n ran away from  the figh t. 
A lthough tw o state courts have 
ru led Proposition 14 unconstitu­
tional, B row n has fa iled  to en­
force the fa ir  housing law . “ The 
w ord is de fin ite ly  out to  B row n ’s 
supporters in  the Democratic Par­
ty : cool i t  on c iv il rights.”

The W atts explosion in  1965, 
w h ich  reverberated around the 
w orld , dramatized the anger and 
impatience o f California’s tw o 
m illio n  blacks. W hat did B row n

the ir dom ination o f the steering 
committee in  an attem pt to control 
the conference. They appointed 
discussion workshop leaders and 
insisted tha t resolutions be filte red  
through a series of committees be­
fore  they could reach the floor. 
They ru led tha t any proposal fo r 
action required a tw o -th irds  vote. 
Debate on th is  la tte r ru lin g  be­
came the f irs t test o f strength, 
and i t  was rejected by a solid ma­
jo rity .

The Communist P arty  forces 
present were lined up w ith  the 
CLR leadership. The CP’s po licy 
is “ defeat Reagan at any cost”  —  
in  other words, support Brown.

As the tim e fo r  the vote on the 
crucia l question drew  near, the 
CLR forces looked desperately 
fo r outside help. Bishop Pike, a 
popular libe ra l, was brought in  
to plead fo r  a p ro -B row n vote. 
He had been attending a r iv a l con­
ference staged by B row n’s ma­
chine.

There were tw o opposing resolu­
tions. The CLR resolution was to 
“ refuse to endorse e ither candi­
date” ; and the other urged “ a ll 
voters to oppose both B row n and 
Reagan, and w ork  on ly fo r  can­
didates who endorse the program 
the conference adopts.”  The reso­
lu tio n  to oppose both B row n and 
Reagan was adopted by a hand 
vote estimated to be a seven-to- 
five  m a jo rity .

A fte r th is  defeat Ben Leeds, 
CLR leader, announced he was 
w a lk ing  ou t o f the conference. 
About 200 delegates fo llow ed him.

The rem ain ing delegates went 
on to pass resolutions and set up 
machinery fo r  a continuing body.

Among the resolutions adopted 
were ones in  opposition to the 
d ra ft; fo r  the immediate w ith ­
drawal o f U.S. troops from  V ie t­
nam; and in  favo r o f the idea o f 
b lack power.

No a lternative to B row n and 
Reagan was adopted. A  proposal 
to  endorse the Socialist W orkers 
Party  candidates fo r  Governor and 
L t. Governor, A lle n  Tap lin  and 
Louis Cobet, d id not get beyond 
the workshop sessions.

do? He f irs t dispatched the na­
tiona l guard to repress the Watts 
rebels w ith  rifles  and machine 
guns a fte r the hated Los Angeles 
cops had fa iled. He then appointed 
a commission headed b y  the re ­
actionary Republican m illiona ire  
and e x -C IA  chief John McCone. 
Its  report whitewashed the b ru ­
ta lities of the police department 
which had ign ited the upris ing 
and even ignored the find ings o f 
its  own expert consultants on the 
social and economic reasons fo r  
the grievances o f the Negroes.

B row n had also signed the v i­
cious “ a n ti- r io t”  b i l l  sponsored by 
Los Angeles’ racist M ayor Y o rty  
w hich was designed to be used 
as another weapon against Negro 
rights. B row n ’s appointed judges 
had dealt harsh ly w ith  the 110 
c iv il righ ts demonstrators who 
were serving sentences fo r p a rti­
c ipating in  the San Francisco s it-  
ins of 1964, and B row n him self 
had refused clemency to them.

“ Since his opposition to Propo­
sition 14 tw o years ago, Pat B row n 
has said nothing on c iv il rights 
th a t w ould d is tu rb  the tra n q u ili­
ty  o f an Alabama she riff,”  com­
ment the Ramparts editors.

BER KELEY. Young people got 
a fu rth e r lesson in  B row n’s lib e r­
alism when he loosed the n ig h t­
sticks o f Oakland cops and state 
h ighway patrolm en against the 
Berkeley students tw o  years ago. 
On Dec. 3, 1964, 800 members of 
the Free Speech Movement sat 
down in  Sproul H a ll, the campus 
adm inistration bu ild ing, to force 
a revision o f restrictions on cam­
pus po litica l activities. The u n i­
vers ity  has its own police force, 
and outside cops are ra re ly  a l­
lowed onto campus.-

Called in Cops
Against the advice o f President 

K e rr, who preferred fu rth e r ne­
gotiations, in  the early hours of 
the m orning B row n ordered po­
lice to drag the students out of 
Sproul H a ll. A  radio reporter, sta­
tioned inside the h a ll w ith  the de­
monstrators, a tape recorder over 
his shoulder, reported the scene 
w ith  shock c learly  audible in  his 
voice. “ I ’ve ju s t seen —  I  —  I ’ve 
never seen policemen act like  
th is,”  he cried.

C A P I T A L  PUNISHM ENT. 
B row n f irs t  shocked his libe ra l 
constituency by his conduct in  the 
Chessman case. For tw elve years, 
Chessman had managed to stave 
o ff execution fo r a couple of 
crimes he denied having com­
m itted. B row n was on record 
against capita l punishment. Yet 
he swept aside the w orld -w ide  
clam or fo r  clemency and le t the 
condemned man go to the gas 
chamber.

LABO R. A lthough the A F L -C IO  
o ff ic ia lly  endorsed B rown, he has 
treated the workers o f his state 
no better than the Negroes and 
students. When the spearhead of 
the super-exploited ag ricu ltu ra l 
laborers, the Delano grape s tr ik ­
ers, marched fo r weeks through 
the sweltering San Joaquin V a l­
ley  to the capita l a t Sacramento 
to w in  support fo r the cause of 
unionization, the governor was 
not there to receive them. He 
ducked away to the p lush Palm  
Springs home o f F rank Sinatra 
fo r  the weekend.

B IG  BUSINESS. A  s k in flin t to ­
w ard the poor people, B row n has 
been a Santa Claus to the power 
elite  of the state. He has showered 
bounties w orth  b illions upon them.

C aliforn ia 's agricu lture, the 
richest in  the w orld  (cash income 
in  1965 reached 3.75 b illio n  do l­
la rs ), is controlled by a dozen 
or so large landholders who own 
hundreds of thousands of acres 
apiece. These w ea lthy groups: 
K ern  County Land, Standard O il, 
D iG iorgio, the Southern Pacific 
Railroad, the Chandler fa m ily  who 
own the Los Angeles Times, are 
also the dom inant influences in  
state politics.

In  addition to  th e ir cu ltivated 
properties, these giants own thou­

sands of acres o f a rid  land, espe­
c ia lly  in  the western side o f the 
San Joaquin Valley, aw aiting on ly 
w ater to be immensely produc­
tive . B u t a federal la w  lim itin g  
the ind iv idua l landholder to on ly 
enough w ater to irriga te  320 acres 
had blocked th e ir path fo r  de­
cades.

They couldn’t  get tw o  conser­
va tive Republican governors, E arl 
W arren and Goodwin K n igh t, to 
l i f t  th is restriction. In  tw o  years, 
the libe ra l Pat B row n gave them 
w hat they wanted through the 
$1.75 b illio n  C a lifo rn ia  W ater 
Plan w hich w il l  take w ater from  
the state’s tw o m ajor rivers and 
flush i t  down to the large land­
holdings in  the south at the ta x ­
payers’ expense.

“ Pat B row n was fu l ly  aware 
tha t the plan meant additional 
b illions fo r the state’s richest 
men, yet, over the opposition of 
a ll o f organized labor and v ir tu a l­
ly  every lib e ra l group in  C a lifo r­
nia, he pushed i t  through the 
legislature . . . Senator Paul Doug­
las of Illin o is  called i t  the great­
est w ater steal of th is century. 
Pat B row n called i t  a m a jo r t r i ­
umph of his adm inistration.”

Decision Makers
THE INNER CIRCLE. The ma­

jo r po licy decisions in  the state 
Democratic P a rty  are not made 
by the voters, and certa in ly  not 
by its libe ra l w ing, b u t by  an 
inner r in g  o f professional politicos 
and monied magnates. P rom inent 
among these is Jess U nruh, boss 
of the state legislature and top 
broker fo r the lobbyists, indus­
tr ia lis ts  and financiers whose an­
nual testim onia l d inner raises 
$400,000. Another is “ the Dragon 
Lady,”  Carmen Warshaw, vice 
president o f the Democratic State 
Central Committee, a large stock­
holder in  the an ti-labor Harvey 
A lum inum  Co., w h ich  has made 
m illions out o f w a r contracts.

A  replica o f B row n is state con­
tro lle r  A lan  Cranston, a fo rm er 
president of the C a lifo rn ia  Dem­
ocratic Council. A n  eloquent ad­
vocate o f disarmament and c iv il 
rights before his election in  1958, 
he has since then steadfastly re ­
fused to com m it h im self on any 
hot issue from  the House Com­
m ittee on U n-Am erican A ctiv ities  
to V ietnam . B u t he has consola­
tions. He controls the appoint­
ments of the state’s 150 in h e rit-  
ance-tax appraisers who get 
$20,000 yearly  fo r  l it t le  w o rk  and 
can contribute $3,000 to  $5,000 
each whenever he undertakes a 
new campaign.

B u t the m ain power behind the 
throne is the o il mogul Ed Pauley, 
one o f the 15 Regents of the State 
U n ivers ity , B row n’s go lfing p a rt­
ner and chief m oney-raiser fo r 
the party.

TH E CDC. The C a lifo rn ia  Dem­
ocratic Council, a grass-roots o r­
ganization manned by thousands 
of earnest libera ls and S ta lin ist 
helpers, aspired to  become the 
agency fo r  libe ra liz ing  the Demo­
cratic Party. In  1958, its fo llo w ­
ers believed they had scored an 
epoch-making v ic to ry  over the 
p o litica l hacks as w e ll as over the 
Republicans.

Since then, pa rt o f the CDC

leadership has been seduced . by 
the sweets o f office. “ M any CDC 
activists sought, and received, 
th e ir share o f the spoils o f v ic ­
to ry  —  judgeships, adm in istra tive 
assistantships, h igh-salaried state 
positions, appointments to presti­
gious governor’s commissions and 
boards . . .  A  s ign ificant segment 
of its membership now shared in  
the caretakership of the ru lin g  
establishment, instead of oppos­
ing i t . ”

Those who w ouldn ’t  go a ll the 
w ay to the r ig h t w ith  B row n were 
steamrollered. The most conspi­
cuous case involved Simon Casa­
dy, recent president o f the CDC.

V IE TN A M . Casady collided w ith  
the national and state leadership 
over Vietnam. A fte r the 1965 CDC 
convention passed a resolution op­
posing Johnson’s course in  V ie t­
nam, Casady stumped the state, 
attacking the President’s w ar. 
Cranston and B row n advised h im  
to soft-pedal his critic ism . The 
governor to ld  h im  the President 
was ve ry  disturbed about w ha t he 
had been saying and arranged to 
f ly  h im  to  Washington fo r a b r ie f­
ing on U. S. policy. Among other 
things, the W hite House sta ffe r 
Charles Cooper, said to  Casady: 
“ I  don’t  w ant to see the w hite  
w o rld  w hich we’ve b u ilt up since 
the Reform ation besieged b y  the 
rest of the w o rld  in  the next 10 
to 20 years.”

Casady went away unconvinced 
and unsi l enced. Thereupon, B row n 
demanded his resignation as presi­
dent o f CDC. A lthough Casady 
fought back, he was th row n  out 
at the 1966 convention through the 
packing and pressures o f the 
B row n machine. The callous 
crushing o f Casady f in a lly  pe r­
suaded large numbers o f a lready 
disenchanted le ft libera ls tha t 
they could no longer support 
Brown.

W hile B row n has alienated 
most honest libera ls  in  the CDC, 
his eight years in  o ffice  have 
boosted the chances of the Re­
publican candidate, movie actor 
Ronald Reagan. This prize pack­
aged product of the r ig h t w ing  
was also at one tim e a libe ra l 
Democrat. H is present finance d i­
rector is m u lti-m illio n a ire  H enry 
Salvatori, backer o f m any an ti­
com m unist crusades. One high 
Republican o ffic ia l declared: “ I  
asked Salvatori once w h y  he was 
supporting Reagan, and he said, 
“ I  w i l l  te ll h im  w hat to  do. He 
w il l  listen.”

“ I t  won’t  make much difference 
to C a lifo rn ia  i f  B row n does not 
squeak through. The r ig h t w i l l  
w in  in  any case, because i t  has 
already won. Johnson swamped 
Goldwater on ly to emulate h im ; 
i t  is p a in fu lly  clear tha t a close 
B row n v ic to ry  w il l  have much the 
same effect, i f  no t so dram atica l­
ly ,”  conclude the Ramparts edi­
tors.

The case h is to ry o f B row n ’s 
development is a lesson in  the 
politics o f class collaboration. A l­
though the Ramparts editors do 
not draw  th is  generalization, the ir 
artic le  documents the fu t i l i t y  o f 
c iv il rights, an tiw a r and labor 
forces engaging in  faction politics 
w ith in  the Democratic Party.

Calif. Parley Declares 
Against Brown, Reagan
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“ I t  became apparent, meanwhile, that a much-discussed Am erican  
bombing 'pause’ in  a small sector in  the eastern part o f the bu ffe r 
zone had not taken place because there was no bombing there to  
suspend at the time . . . This may exp la in  w hy the step got a cool 
reception from  the north  Vietnamese regime . . . ”  —  From  a Saigon 
dispatch to  the Oct. 12 New Y ork  Times.

[This column is an open forum  
fo r a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w il l  be 
abridged. W riters’ in itia ls  w il l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization  is given fo r use.]

"Shoot to Kill!"
New York, N. Y.

This is a description o f how 
the suppression o f Negro pro­
testers in San Francisco’s ghetto 
looked on one o f the m ajor net­
w o rk  TV  programs. I t  was broad­
cast before your artic le  on the San 
Francisco events appeared in  the 
Oct. 10 M ilitan t. The TV  cameras 
certa in ly  corroborated The M ili­
tan t’s account.

The bu ild ing  must have been 
the Bayview-Hunters P o in t Com­
m un ity  Center, and the man who 
ran out must have been M r. 
H aro ld  Brooks, who according to 
your report, rushed to the fro n t 
o f the bu ild ing  and shouted to 
the p o lice . “ For God’s sake —  le t 
me b ring  the kids out and take 
them home!”

The T V  coverage f irs t showed 
National Guardsmen being briefed 
before being sent in to  the “ trou ­
ble spot.”  (L ily -w h ite , they were, 
looking fresh from  the suburbs.) 
The commanding o ffice r was say­
ing p la in  as day, regardless of the 
TV  microphones: “ Shoot to k i l l ! ”

We d idn ’t  believe i t  at firs t, bu t 
he repeated him self: “ Don’t  shoot 
over th e ir heads . . . This is a bat­
tle fie ld  . . . Don’t  take chances 
. . . Shoot firs t, questions later 
. . . And i f  i t ’s a car, don’t shoot 
in  the a ir . . . Shoot so you stop 
tha t car.”

Then they showed footage of a 
crowd of cops kneeling and stand­
ing  in  a wide-open ghetto street, 
facing a b ig  bu ild ing. A  shot or 
tw o rang out, who knows from  
where? (In  Saigon, something like  
tha t sent GIs shooting a t each 
other fo r  hours, and k ill in g  V ie t­
namese pedestrians.)

You wouldn’t  believe the fu s il­
lade tha t broke out then i f  you 
hadn’t  heard it. Dozens of pistols 
and rifle s  must have been f ir in g  
—  and maybe some machine- 
guns —  pouring th e ir fire  in ­
d iscrim inate ly against the entire 
build ing. A fte r i t  stopped, an 
angry Negro man came running 
up w ith  a w h ite  handkerchief. 
Apparently  he had been in  the 
build ing. He seemed to be de­
manding the cops stop th e ir in ­
sane shooting. He also must have 
pleaded fo r people who’d been 
h it  to be allowed to be taken to 
the hospital, because the next 
th ing  shown was groups o f resi­
dents moving past the cops, carry­
ing wounded persons in  the ir 
arms. No ambulances.

Such was the violence in  the

a ir tha t when that brave, indig­
nant man ran up toward the 
crouching cops, you expected at 
any moment tha t they would mow 
h im  down, w h ite  handerchief or 
no w h ite  handkerchief. That news­
reel documented in  a few  short 
minutes the massive terrorism  and 
bloody race hatred tha t the rulers 
of th is country are unleashing 
against the inhabitants o f Am er­
ica’s black ghettos. And only be­
cause they dare to object to the ir 
enslavement.

G.S.

Women in S.F. Outbreak
San Francisco, Calif.

Much has been w ritten  about 
the San Francisco rebellion, bu t 
no one has mentioned the role 
of m ilita n t Negro women in  or­
ganizing the ir people to present 
the ir grievances and protest the ir 
conditions. Long before the w ar 
on poverty, women were active 
leaders o f the Bayview  Citizens 
Committee and the Bayview  Com­
m un ity  Center. W ith  the advent 
o f the Economic Opportunities 
Council, many activists, as w e ll as 
volunteers, were put on a salaried 
basis.

Among these were Mrs. Oceola 
Washington, Ju lia  Commers, Mrs. 
Westbrook and Ruth W illiam s in  
the Hunters Poin t d is tric t, Bay­
view . On Potrero H ill,  Jean 
Bowie, Mrs. Lo la  H il l  and Mrs. 
Neal have been organizing v a ri­
ous tenants groups, baby sitters 
and Citizens Im provement Asso­
ciations. In  the F illm ore  d istrict, 
Audrey Sm ith has been active.

A lso in  the F illm ore  d istrict, 
another group o f m ilitants, quite 
d iffe ren t in  outlook, organized 
B lack Care. Sympathetic to  the na­
tiona lis t mood, these women be­
lieved an attack on the ghetto was 
im m inent and were taking lessons 
in  f irs t aid and considering how 
to protect and care fo r  th e ir men 
and children in  such an event.

Mrs. Washington, an organizer 
of the Bayview  Community Cen­
ter, was in  the Center when i t  
was attacked by the r io t squad 
late in  the afternoon, Wednesday, 
Sept. 28. N ine youths were 
wounded, inc luding Mrs. Wash­
ington’s son, K irk land , 19. None 
of the 60 people in  the bu ild ing  
were armed. Police found no wea­
pons on anyone when they came 
out. This was the m a jo r police 
action responsible fo r  deepening 
and sustaining the protest of 
Hunters P o in t against polioe b ru ­
ta lity .

In  spite o f the m ajor role played 
by women in  the recent period, 
there were no women on the ne­
gotiating committees w ith  the M a­
yor, Chief of Police and Chamber 
of Commerce. The Chamber of 
Commerce, through the business­
men o f the city, made a pledge of

2,000 jobs. I t  was specifically 
stated tha t these were fo r “ young 
Negro men”  by the Negro men 
in  the meeting televised by 
KQED. I t  is to be hoped tha t th is 
w i l l  be changed in  the course of 
continued negotiations to include 
young Negro women who also des­
perately need jobs.

Lorra ine Hansberry, N e g r o  
p layw righ t, saw black women as 
more self-assertive and indepen­
dent than w h ite  women and w ith  
more of an in ternational con­
sciousness. She saw black women 
as p laying a role beside black men 
in  the coming struggles and hoped 
“ they would never know  the ir 
‘place’ e ither as Negroes or as 
women.”

(Ebony —  100th Anniversary 
of the Emancipation Proclamation 
Special Edition.)

V. S.

From Russell Stetler (I)
New York, N.Y.

The fo llow ing  is the te x t o f a 
le tte r w hich I  sent to the New 
Y ork Times Sept. 20 and w hich 
they have not published:

*  *  *

M r. R ichard E. Mooney’s artic le 
“ French M ainta in  H ard L ine  on 
W ar,”  w hich appeared on page 
five  o f the New Y ork Times th is 
morning, contains an inaccuracy 
w hich can only benefit those who 
are attempting to d iscredit the in ­
ternational w ar crimes tribuna l 
in itia ted  by Bertrand Russell.

M r. Mooney states tha t the 
French Government does not w ish 
the tribuna l to be held in  Paris 
since i t  would constitute a “ fu rthe r 
aggravation of relations w ith  the

L B J ’s Resources Taxed —  Re­
flecting  on “ problems tha t tax  our 
resources,”  President Johnson to ld  
a W hite House audience, “ We can­
not w ipe out ou trigh t the slums 
tha t took 100 years to deteriorate. 
B u t everyone can p lan t a tree.”  
Asphalt jung le  dwellers in  New 
Y o rk  and elsewhere w il l  be par­
ticu la rly  delighted to learn this.

A  Proper Pet —  President John­
son has a new Beagle —  “ Edgar”  
—  a g ift  from  J. Edgar Hoover. 
Wonder i f  he lif ts  i t  by the ears?

A  Good Question —  In  view  of 
current U. S. foreign policy state­
ments, a le tte r to the Washing­
ton Star presented these quota­
tions: “ We see in  communism
more now than before the incarna­
tion o f human destructive forces 
. . .  We therefore oppose any at­
tem pt at spreading communism, 
wherever i t  may take place . . .  We 
shall always and everywhere 
champion peace and freedom 
against aggression.”  “ We never re­
treat . . .  No human power can 
force us to do so . . B u t we seek 
no w ide r w ar.”  According to Cor- 
rine  A . True, the le tte r w rite r, 
these statements were made Feb. 
20, 1938, and Nov. 23, 1939, by 
Adolph H itle r.

Rocky, O’Connor Say No —
Both Nelson Rockefeller, Repub­
lican nominee fo r Governor of 
New York, and F rank O’Connor, 
Democratic nominee, have turned 
down a proposal by L ibera l Party 
nominee F ra n k lin  Roosevelt to set 
a $1 m illio n  l im it  on campaign 
expenditures. Judy White, Social­
is t Workers nominee, had ex­
pressed interest in  the proposal.

Poor Hubie —  Senator Stephan 
Young o f Ohio says i t  rea lly isn’t 
fa ir  tha t there was a ll tha t up­
roar about Congress appropriat­
ing  $750,000 to bu ild  a house fo r 
the vice president when U.S. tax ­
payers are now sinking $2 m illion  
in  a 200-room palace fo r dictator 
K y  in  Saigon.

United States.”  He fu rth e r states 
tha t “ there are reports now tha t 
the site has been switched to 
Sweden.”

This la tte r statement is entire ly  
untrue and misleading. On the 
contrary, the Bertrand Russell 
Peace Foundation is at present 
taking concrete steps tow ard the 
realization o f the tribuna l, and no 
change o f venue has been con­
templated. The source of M r. 
Mooney’s “ reports”  o f a change is 
at best questionable. H is uncritica l 
acceptance of the reports of this 
unnamed source cause me to be 
ra ther dubious about the accuracy 
o f his contention tha t the French 
Government does not w ant the 
tr ibuna l to be held in  Paris. I t  
w ould appear tha t M r. Mooney is 
re ly ing  on rum or and gossip.

I  believe tha t your newspaper 
has an obligation to attempt to 
v e rify  its  reports, even i f  your 
reporters fa il to  do so. As a firs t 
step, I  strongly recommend that 
you aw ait action or o ffic ia l com­
ment by the French Government 
before concluding tha t the tribuna l 
w il l  not be held in  Paris as 
planned.

Russell Stetler 
Executive D irector 
Bertrand Russell 
Peace Foundation

Free-W orld Advice to Germany
—  Commenting on the debate in  
West Germany on the role of the 
army, New Y ork  Times m ilita ry  
expert Hanson B aldw in w rote 
Sept. 22: “ The Defense M in is try  
has said tha t i t  wishes to establish 
armed forces based on the con­
cept of the ‘citizens in  un ifo rm .’ In  
the view  o f most American ob­
servers, th is is sound provided i t  
is not interpreted to mean a ‘dem­
ocratic arm y.’ A  ‘democratic 
army,’ m ilita ry  experience has in ­
dicated, is a contradiction in  
terms . . .”

Socialized Medicine, Anyone? —
A n authority  in  the fie ld  to ld  a 
Senate subcommittee tha t Am er­
icans generally get “ mediocre to 
poor”  c lin ica l chem istry testing in  
medical laboratories. D r. Ralph 
Thiers, d irector of the C lin ica l 
Chemistry Laboratory o f Duke

From Russell Stetler (II)
New York, N. Y .

This le tte r is intended to  serve 
as a post-script to m y le tte r o f 
tw o  days ago. Yesterday The New  
Y ork Times repeated its  conten­
tion tha t the w ar crimes tr ib u n a l 
in itia ted  by Bertrand Russell “ has 
been runn ing  in to  trouble w ith  
French offic ia ldom  and may have 
to be shifted from  Paris.”  The 
repetition o f a false statement does 
not make i t  true. Once again The 
New Y ork Times is attem pting to  
bew ilder its  readers regarding the 
fate o f the tribuna l.

The facts are simple. The mem­
bers o f the tr ib u n a l w il l  have a 
p re lim ina ry  meeting in  London in  
November, bu t the decision to 
meet in  London in  no way im plies 
a response to pressure from  the 
French Government. On the con­
tra ry , we s til l in tend to  hold the 
fu l l  proceedings of the tr ib u n a l 
in  Paris, at a la te r date, and the 
French Government has refused 
to ban the tribuna l, although un­
der overt pressure from  Washing­
ton to do so. The French Govern­
ment has stated pub lic ly  tha t i t  
w ould only in terfere  w ith  the 
tribuna l i f  the tr ibuna l acted in  
v io la tion of French laws.

Russell Stetler

U n ivers ity  Medical Center, said 
the poor service is a result o f hos­
p ita l laboratories being under­
staffed and overworked. He said 
the charges fo r laboratory tests are 
fa r in  excess of actual cost.

H ow  Touching —  A  House For­
eign A ffa irs  subcommittee has 
called fo r an in ternational con­
ference to  discuss ways and means 
o f saving hundreds o f anim al spe­
cies from  the grow ing threat o f 
extinction by hunters.

B linds As W ell As Chokes —
A ir  po llu tion has reached the 
po in t where i t  is creating a prob­
lem fo r star gazers. A  U ni­
versity o f M ichigan astronomer 
reports tha t reflection o f c ity  
lights by dust and smoke par­
ticles is raising sky illum ina tion  
to the po in t where i t  is impossible 
to observe the fa in te r stars.

— H a rry  R ing

Announcing The
Fall 1966

International Socialist Review
Featuring Joseph Hansen on the roots of U.S. counter­

revolutionary strategy in  V ietnam ; George Novack on the p oliti­
cal crisis in  China; Ernest Germ ain on current developments in  
the USSR; Franz J. T . Lee on Bantu education in  South A frica; 
a 1933 open letter by Leon Trotsky to revolutionaries in South 
A frica; a 1964-66 index.

Q  Please send me the F a ll IS R  for 50d.
Please send me a year’s subscription to the IS R
for $2.50. [6 issues]

In ternational Socialist Review  
873 Broadway, N ew  Y ork , N .Y . 10003
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More Protests Against 
Fire-Bombing of SWP

In  our last issue, we printed 
m any statements of support and 
so lida rity  from  antiw ar, c iv il rights 
and radical organizations, protest­
ing the Sept. 29 fire-bom bing of 
the national offices o f the Social­
ist W orkers P arty  and The M ili­
tant. We have since received more 
messages of so lida rity  from : the 
Berkeley V ietnam  Day Committee; 
Professor M u lfo rd  Q. S ibley of 
the U n ive rs ity  o f Minnesota; the 
Cambridge-Boston Committee to 
End the W ar in  V ietnam ; the De­
tro it  CEW V and the Wayne CEWV; 
the Madison CEWV; the Denver 
SWP; and the Washington, D.C. 
Young Socialist A lliance. The 
U nited Secretariat of the Fourth  
In te rna tiona l sent the fo llow ing  
message:

T e rro ris t A ttack
W ith  ind ignation we have 

learned tha t the national head­
quarters of the SWP was bombed 
by fou r un identified  men. This 
te rro ris t a ttack fo llow s the bomb­
in g  of the CP national headquar­
ters; the DuBois Clubs headquar­
ters; the headquarters of the V ie t- 
papi Day Committee in  Berkeley; 
and the c rim ina l attack by a rabid 
anti-com m unist against the D e tro it 
.headquarters of the SWP, w hich 
led to the k ill in g  of Leo Bernard 
and the wounding of Jan G arre tt 
and W alter Graham.

Obviously, the r ig h t w ing, which 
flourishes in  the atmosphere of

anti-com munism , chauvinism and 
violence bred by the Johnson ad­
m in is tra tion ’s V ietnam  war, tries 
to in tim ida te  and silence a ll those 
courageous Americans who are 
struggling against U.S. im peria lis t 
aggression and w ant to prevent 
“ escalation”  from  leading to a w ar 
against China or even a nuclear 
w o rld  w ar. Since you in  the SWP 
are in  the fo re fron t of tha t strug­
gle, the rightists select your pa rty  
fo r attack.

No In tim ida tion
We are convinced tha t no rev­

o lu tionary socialist in  the United 
States w il l  le t h im self be in ­
tim idated! We are convinced tha t 
a ll those who oppose the V ie t­
nam w ar in  the USA w il l  learn 
through jus t th is k ind  o f experi­
ence tha t the struggle against w ar 
and aggression abroad is in tim ate ­
ly  linked to the struggle to  p re­
serve c iv il liberties and the strug­
gle fo r socialism inside the USA. 
And from  its whole history, we 
know tha t the SWP is a party  
w hich can on ly  grow  under such 
crim ina l blows as those which 
were directed against your nation­
al headquarters.

In  th is sp irit, we send you our 
warmest revo lu tionary greetings 
and express our complete so lidari­
ty  w ith  your courageous stand and 
figh t.

P ierre F rank
U nited Secretariat

"Instant" Pickets Greet LBJ 
On Surprise New York Visit

NEW  YORK, Oct. 7 —  An “ in ­
stantaneous”  demonstration was 
organized today by the F if th  A ve­
nue V ietnam  Peace Parade Com­
m ittee to p icket LB J. Johnson was 
in  tow n to speak at the Carnegie 
Endowment House, opposite the 
U N  build ing.

A lthough there was only tim e 
to contact organizations by tele­
phone a fte r the last-m inute an­
nouncement of Johnson’s plans, 
about 100 people belonging to a 
dozen d iffe ren t groups jo ined the 
p icket line, w hich began a t 1:30 
p.m. on F irs t Avenue and 45th 
Street.

Among the organizations repre­
sented were the F o rt Hood Three

Joe Johnson Again 
Ordered Deported

M IN N E A P O L IS  —  Joseph 
Johnson, Socialist W orkers  
P arty  candidate fo r senator, 
was notified Oct. 10 that the 
Im m igration  and N atu ra liza ­
tion Service ( IN S )  upheld  
previous IN S  rulings that he 
be deported.

Johnson is a native-born  
citizen o f the U.S. The gov­
ernm ent charges he lost his 
citizenship when he w ent to 
Canada as a young m an and 
allegedly voted in  Canadian  
elections.

The new  ru ling  was handed  
down by the sixth hearing  
IN S  has held on the case. 
Johnson has filed  an applica­
tion to appeal the decision to 
the U.S. Im m igration  Board  
of Appeals. The Board o f A p ­
peals heard the case last 
A p ril and returned i t  to the  
local level w ithout a decision, 
in  an attem pt to introduce 
new  evidence to strengthen 
the governm ent’s w eak case.

Students, Antiwar Fighters 
Back New York SWP Slate

NEW YO R K —  W ith  the So­
c ia lis t W orkers gubernatoria l t ic ­
ket certified fo r the state ballot, 
support fo r the campaign by op­
ponents of the V ietnam  w ar con­
tinues to grow. N ine ty -five  stu­
dents and tw o professors at Co­
lum bia U n ive rs ity  have declared 
themselves in  favor o f an an ti­
w ar protest vote fo r Judy W hite, 
SWP candidate fo r governor, and 
her runn ing mates.

Meanwhile, other independent 
endorsements of the slate are con­
tinu ing  to come in. These include 
Michael Myerson and M orris 
Goldin. Myerson is a fo rm er na­
tiona l leader of the W.E.B. D u­
Bois Clubs. Goldin is co-chairman 
o f the Low er East Side M obiliza­
tion fo r  Peace Action (LE M P A ). 
He was a leader of the American 
Labor Party  and in  1958 was co- 
chairman o f the Independent So­
cia list Party, w hich ran a united, 
socialist ticke t in  tha t year’s 
gubernatoria l race. Several other 
members o f LEM PA, includ ing 
Robert Greenberg, have also en­
dorsed the SWP ticket.

The SWP slate has also been 
endorsed by the Queens College 
W. E. B. DuBois Clubs. The club 
members adopted a m otion stat­
ing: “ In  spite o f the fact tha t we 
do not agree w ith  a ll the planks 
in the SWP p la tform , we do sup­
port its  stand on black power and 
the w ar in V ietnam and urge 
people to vote fo r its slate.”  

Independent Support
In  addition to the 95 at Colum­

bia, nearly 100 independent 
voters have endorsed the SWP 
ticke t as a means o f registering 
opposition to the V ietnam war. 
They are sponsoring a newspaper 
advertisement w hich w il l  state 
tha t w h ile  they do not necessarily 
agree w ith  a ll o f the SWP pro­
gram, they are urg ing a vote fo r

Richard Garza
For L t. Governor

its  ticke t as a protest against the 
Vietnam  war.

Among those who have made 
such endorsements are: Rev. A. 
J. Muste, veteran pacifist leader; 
Edward Keating, ed ito r of Ram­
parts; Paul Sweezy, co-editor of 
M onth ly Review; Dr. Annette T. 
Rubinstein, lite ra ry  c ritic ; and 
John Gerassi, an au thority  on 
L a tin  America.

The students and professors at 
Columbia U n ivers ity  are sponsor­
ing an advertisement to appear 
in  the Columbia D a ily  Spectator. 
I t  w il l  state tha t w h ile  they do 
not necessarily agree w ith  other

planks in  the SWP p la tform , they 
urge the ir fe llow  students and 
facu lty  members to vote fo r  the 
SWP candidates as a protest 
against the V ietnam war. Among 
those who w il l  sponsor the Spec­
ta tor advertisement are:

Profs. Vernon K . D ibble and 
Robert W o lf; N ick Gruenberg, 
Dave G ilbe rt and Jane K la re  of 
SDS; George Gruenthal o f the 
Am erican L ibera tion  League; 
Peter Seidman, M el Baron, Tony 
Gronowicz and Peter B obrick of 
the Columbia Independent Com­
m ittee on V ietnam ; Paul Rockwell, 
ed ito r of the new campus publica­
tion  The G adfly ; and Je ff N ichols 
o f CORE.

Radio Shows
Paul Boutelle, SWP candidate 

fo r A tto rney General, w il l  appear 
on the B a rry  G ray Show, Radio 
Station W MCA, on Sunday n ight, 
11 p.m. to 1 a.m., Oct. 16. R ichard 
Garza, candidate fo r L t. Governor, 
w il l  appear on the same show 
Monday n igh t at 12:30, Oct. 17. 
On Thursday n ight, Oct. 20, 12:15, 
Judy W hite w il l  appear on the 
show.

On Sunday, Oct. 23, 10:30 a.m., 
Judy W hite, Paul Boutelle and 
Ralph Lev itt, candidate fo r Con­
tro lle r, w il l  appear on WNBC-TV, 
channel 4. A ll  o f the candidates 
have now appeared at successful 
street ra llies in  various parts of 
the city.

The candidates w il l  be doing 
more campaigning upstate th is 
year than in  previous elections. 
Appearances have already been 
scheduled at Southampton College 
in  R iverhead; St. John Fisher Col­
lege in  Rochester; U nion College 
in  Schenectady; and New Y ork  
State U n ive rs ity  at Genesco. Also, 
R ichard Garza has been inv ited  
to address the Putnam  Va lley 
League of Women Voters.

Lu is  Augusto Turcios Lim a, 
head of the Rebel A rm ed Forces 
[F A R ] of Guatemala, was k illed  
in  an auto crash Oct. 2, according 
to a communiqué issued by his 
organization. The car driven by 
the 24-year-old gue rrilla  leader 
presum ably h it  an object on the 
h ighway outside of Guatemala 
C ity, overturned and burst in to  
flames. Another occupant of the 
car, S ilia  Yvonne Flores Letona, 
18, died shortly  a fte r reaching the 
hospital. Another passenger, an 
un identified  young woman, sur­
vived w ith  m inor bum s and 
bruises.

The FAR  announced tha t Luis 
Turcios’ command w ould be taken 
over by his lieutenant, César 
Montes, who is 23.

A t the funeral, held the fo llow ­
ing day, some 1,500 mourners 
turned out to pay homage to T u r­
cios and Miss Flores, who was 
reportedly also a member of the 
gue rrilla  group. The tu rnou t was 
a remarkable demonstration in 
v iew  o f the repressive atmosphere 
in  Guatemala and the ruthless way 
in w hich the government has 
murdered partisans and sympa­
thizers o f the guerrilla  movement. 
A  price of $25,000 had been put 
on Turcios’ head by the Guatema­
lan authorities. Suspicion was ex­
pressed in various quarters tha t 
fou l p lay was involved in  T u r­
cios’ death.

Turcios, who was born on Nov. 
23, 1941, gained in ternationa l pro­
minence as a co-leader w ith  M ar­
co Anton io  Yon Sosa o f the No­
vember 13 Movement [M R -13 ].

Both of them had been officers 
in  the Guatemalan arm y and had 
r e c e i v e d  “ counter-insurgency”  
tra in ing  under auspices o f the 
Pentagon.

Two years ago, Turcios sp lit 
from  the M R -13, charging tha t i t  
had been “ in filtra te d  by T ro t­
skyists.”  (They were actually fo l­
lowers o f J. Posadas, an u ltra ­
le ftis t who parades as a “ T ro t­
skyist.” ) A lthough he developed 
fra te rna l ties w ith  the leadership 
o f the Guatemalan Communist 
Party, Turcios stood to  the le ft 
o f tha t organization. He was a 
pa rticu la r adm irer of Che Gue­
vara and a strong advocate o f the 
Second Declaration of Havana. A t 
the T ricontinenta l Conference last 
January, he was singled out fo r 
special attention and praised by 
F ide l Castro in  the same speech 
in  w hich Castro levelled an unw ar­
ranted attack against the T ro t­
skyist movement.

Posadasite Expulsions
Last A p ril, the MR-13 expelled 

the followers o f Posadas fo r m is­
appropriation of funds. Recently 
i t  was reported tha t Yon Sosa and 
Luis Turcios had opened discus­
sions on the possib ility  o f un iting  
th e ir forces. How the death of 
Turcios w il l  a ffect th is progres­
sive step is not known.

A t the T ricontinenta l Confer­
ence, in  an attack against im ­
peria lism  and its neocolonialist 
game, Turcios said: “ B u t revo lu­
tionary war, the w ar of the people, 
has already begun, and even 
though we know  tha t we shall

have to undergo suffering, death 
and destruction fo r a long time, 
we are resolved not to ha lt u n til 
the people take power in  the ir 
hands.”

The fig h tin g  s p ir it embodied in 
these words w il l  undoubtedly con­
tinue to animate the Guatemalan 
guerrillas who stood shoulder to 
shoulder w ith  Turcios in  the 
struggle to free the ir country from  
the g rip  o f im peria lism  and to 
take i t  onto the road to socialism.

Boulton Files 
For Congress

M ILW A U K E E , Sept. 29 —  The 
Secretary of State fo r Wisconsin 
today accepted the nominations 
filed  by James E. Boulton, So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  candidate 
fo r U.S. Congress in  M ilw aukee’s 
5th D istric t.

Boulton filed  4,750 signatures 
a fte r a tw o-week crash campaign 
by the M ilw aukee Socialist W ork­
ers members to gather 4,450 sig­
natures. Boulton opposes Demo­
crat libe ra l H enry Reuse and Re­
publican psychiatrist C urtis Pech- 
tel.

Boulton recently partic ipated in 
demonstrations against the M il­
waukee Eagle’s C lub and its mem­
ber, Judge Robert C. Cannon, pro­
testing the c lub ’s w hite-only mem­
bership clause. The demonstra­
tions were organized by the M il­
waukee N AAC P Y outh  Council.

Defense Committee, Veterans and 
Reservists to End the W ar in  V ie t­
nam, Independent Committee on 
V ietnam  of Columbia U., CNVA, 
SPU, N YU  CEWV, Long Island 
CEWV, SWP, the B ring  the Troops 
Home Now Newsletter and YAW F.

A  num ber o f independents and 
a group of nine students from  a 
new committee against the w ar 
being organized at Robert Louis 
Stevenson H igh School, a small 
p riva te  school on New Y o rk ’s west 
side, were also present.

C hief among the slogans shout­
ed by the demonstrators at in ­
tervals throughout the tw o-hour 
p icketing were: “ Stop the W ar in  
Vietnam, B ring  the Troops Home,”  
“ Free the F o rt Hood Three,”  and 
“ B ig  F irm s Get Rich, GIs D ie.”

C ity  motorcycle cops roared 
th e ir engines to drow n out chants 
of “ Hey, hey, L B J  —  How many 
kids d id you k i l l  today?”  when 
Johnson was w ith in  earshot.

Salute Fallen Guatemalan G uerrilla Leader

1,500 Attend Turcios Funeral

Slate Phila. Meet 
For Fort Hood 3

P H IL A D E L P H IA  — The P h ila ­
delphia F o rt Hood Three Defense 
Committee w il l  hold a public 
meeting in  honor of the three GIs 
court-m artia led  by the arm y fo r 
th e ir opposition to the V ietnam 
war. Pfc. James Johnson, Pvt. 
Dennis M ora and Pvt. David 
Samas were convicted by the 
m ilita ry  court early in  September, 
and are now serving the ir sen­
tences in  F t. Meade, Md. Appeals 
are being made.

The p rinc ip le  speakers w il l  be 
Mrs. Grace Mora Newman, sister 
o f Pvt. Dennis Mora, and Stanley 
Faulkner, the GIs’ law yer. Also, 
S tewart Meacham of the Society 
o f Friends and E thel Tay lo r of 
Women S trike  fo r  Peace w il l  
speak.

The meeting w il l  begin at 8 
p.m., on F riday, Oct. 21 at the 
E th ical Society, 1906 Rittenhouse 
Square. (See story on page 3 about 
New Y o rk  meeting fo r  the three 
courageous GIs.)


