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Demand Amnesty 
For Hugo Blanco

NEW  YORK, Nov. 22 —  Demon­
strators attempted to present pe ti­
tions today to the Peruvian M is­
sion to  the U nited Nations, de­
manding amnesty fo r  Hugo Blanco, 
ja iled  Peruvian peasant leader now 
facing the th rea t o f execution. 
Outside the Mission, supporters of 
justice fo r  Blanco picketed in  be­
h a lf o f the amnesty demand and 
d istributed leaflets to passers-by 
exp la in ing the purpose of the ir 
demonstration.

The petitions were brought to 
the Peruvian Mission by leaders 
o f the recently-founded U.S. Com­
m ittee fo r Justice to L a tin  A m er­
ican P o litica l Prisoners. The com­
m ittee circulated the petitions and 
organized the p icket line. The 
petitions were brought by John 
Gerassi, F e lix  McGowan and Paul 
Sweezy.

The petitions were no t received 
by the Mission, and w il l  be mailed 
to it.

McGowan, executive secretary of 
the L a tin  Am erican aid com m it­
tee, is a fo rm er M a rykno ll priest 
who served as a m issionary in  
L a tin  America and is in tim ate ly  
fa m ilia r w ith  the oppression there.

John Gerassi, vice chairman of 
the committee, is the author o f The 
Great Fear in  L a tin  Am erica  and 
fo rm er L a tin  Am erican ed itor fo r 
Tim e  and Newsweek.

Paul Sweezy, co-chairman w ith  
Dave D e llinger of the committee, 
is co-editor of M onth ly  Review  
and has traveled extensively in 
L a tin  America.

Hugo Blanco, a revo lu tionary 
M arx is t, became a legendary f ig ­
ure in  Peru a fte r organizing the 
fie rce ly  oppressed, landless peas­
ants in  the remote Cuzco region 
of the country. The peasants es­
tablished a m ilita n t union tha t

F e lix  M cG ow an

fought w ith  the battle  cry, T ie rra  
o M uerte! Land or Death!

Blanco was captured by the 
Peruvian government a l it t le  over 
three years ago, when severe i l l ­
ness compelled h im  to come down 
from  the mountains to seek med­
ical treatment. A long w ith  28 
others, he was charged w ith  
murder. The charge was based on 
the death of three ru ra l police­
men who died during  an attack 
on Blanco and his supporters.

A fte r being held incommunicado 
fo r three years, B lanco was tried  
th is fa ll. A lthough ne ither he nor 
any of his supporters had any 
relationship to the m ilita ry , they 
were tr ied  by a m ilita ry  tribuna l. 
The tr ia l was held in  a remote 
area o f the country, m aking i t  
ve ry  d iff ic u lt to  organize an ade­
quate defense.

The Peruvian ru le rs m istakenly 
assumed tha t a fte r holding Blanco 
and his companions fo r three long 
years and then try in g  them in  a 
remote area o f the country, the 
tr ia l w ould a ttract l it t le  notice. 
This was not the case. The tr ia l 
attracted w ide p u b lic ity  in  the 
country ’s m a jo r dailies, and there 
was much support expressed fo r 
the defendants. In  the town of 
Tacna, where the tr ia l was held, 
peasants crowded in to  the court­
room each day to  witness the p ro ­
ceedings.

I t  had been o rig ina lly  reported 
tha t the prosecutor w ould seek 
the death penalty. In  the face of 
pub lic reaction, he asked fo r  a 
25-year sentence and the m ilita ry  
tr ib u n a l imposed th is savage pen­
alty.

When the conviction was ap­
pealed, however, the prosecutor 
reversed his stand and asked the 
Supreme Court of M ilita ry  Justice, 
w h ich  reviewed the case, to im ­
pose the death penalty. The Court, 
whose ru lings are f in a l under re ­
cently-amended Peruvian law, 
considered the case Nov. 7-12 and 
its decision is expected moment­
a rily .

Despite the repressive atmos­
phere in  the country, sectors of 
Peru’s labor and student move­
ments have expressed th e ir opposi­
tion to the fram e-up of B lanco and 
his comrades. The case has also 
won the support of prom inent fig ­
ures in  many countries.

Every voice o f protest w i l l  be 
of help in  the f ig h t to  save 
Blanco’s life . Such protests should 
be addressed to Presidente Fer­
nando Belaunde Terry, L im a, Peru, 
and to the Consejo Supreme de 
Justicia, L im a, Peru.

Contributions to aid the w o rk  of 
the U.S. Committee fo r Justice to 
L a tin  Am erican P o litica l Prisoners 
(U S LA  Justice Comm.) should be 
sent to P.O. Box 2303, New York, 
N.Y. 10001.

B y  D ic k  R oberts
How many U.S. soldiers in  V ie t- Times, we read the fo llow ing

nam are black? A re  more Negroes headlines: “ 67.5 Percent o f Ne-
drafted in to  the armed forces than groes F a il D ra ft Test.”  The artic le
whites proportional to the popula- claimed tha t “ tw o -th irds  of the
tion? Do black and w h ite  soldiers 18-year-old Negroes who took
get the same kinds of assignments armed forces qua lifica tion  tests
on the battlefie ld? I t  is very d i f f i -  in  an 180-month period fa iled
c u lt to get stra ight answers to them on mental grounds.”
these im portan t questions from  The im p lication o f th is argu-
Washington -— p a rticu la rly  since ment —  besides the im p lication
the m ilita n t w ing  of the c iv il-  tha t Negroes are not as smart as
rights movement has been waging whites —  is tha t there are more
a campaign against the d ra fting  of whites in  the arm y proportional
b lack soldiers fo r Vietnam. to population. A ctua lly , i t  proves

In  Ju ly, the Pentagon released no such th ing .
figures fo r 1961-65. These were In  the f irs t place, these figures
printed under the name o f the don’t  te ll anyth ing about how
deputy assistant secretary of de- many Negroes and how many
fense, and released in  the Con- whites take the tests, so as fa r
gressional Record to r  Ju ly  18, p. as the question of the actual com-
15233. Here is how they reported position of w h ite  and black
the percentages o f Negro enlisted draftees is concerned, the New
men as of Dec. 31, 1965: Y ork Times doesn’t  give a h in t.

. 13.9 W hat the data published in  this
N  ^  .............................. a rtic le  rea lly  proves, i f  anyone
, r  ?   .........................  had any questions on tha t score,
A ir    ,0  7 is l0W  leVel 0 f  N e « *>  « lu c a -
M r  Force ......................... 10 7 tion, especially in  the South.

The percentages of Negro fa - Rad Education
ta lities in  Vietnam, from  1961- .
1965 broke down as fo llows: It was the fa ilu re  rate of Ne­

groes tak ing  the test in  the South
A rm y  ................................ 22.1 tha t made fo r  such a low  national
Navy ................................ 5.8 average as is clear from  the one
M arine Corps ...............  12.0 figu re  fo r Southern states the New
A ir  F o rc e  no fa ta lities Y ork  Times gives. In  South Caro-

In  the arm y and m arine corps, lina , the  fa ilu re  rate was 85.6 per
w hich do the ground fig h tin g  in  cent. That means tha t more than
Vietnam, b lack deaths were much f ° u r out o f five  b lack students in
higher than the proportiona l num - South Carolina schools do not get
ber of Negroes enlisted. That could national average high-school equi-
on ly mean one th ing, and the ob- va lent education.
vious conclusions were im m ediate- There is another question w h ich
ly  voiced by the opponents o f the these figures en tire ly  overlook,
w ar: A fro-Am ericans do more and tha t is the question o f vo l-
figh ting  and more dying (The unteers vs. draftees. M any young
reason w hy they weren’t  being A fro-Am ericans volunteer fo r the
k ille d  in  the a ir  force is because armed services, fig u rin g  tha t
only officers f ly  planes.) th ey 'll ge t d ra fted  anyway i f  they

don’t, and i t ’s one w ay o f getting 
Conceal T ru th  a  jo b  in  a  country where the na-

A lthough the government has tiona l unemployment fo r Negro
so fa r been carefu l not to release teenagers is over 25 percent.
comparable figures fo r 1966, th is According to the U.S. News and
does not mean tha t the govern- W orld  Report fo r Nov. 14, seven
ment has been silent on the ques- out of eight men figh ting  in  V ie t-
tion. I t  has tr ied  to conceal the nam are volunteers. The fact is
tru th  about the ro le o f the b lack supposed to prove tha t the w ar
G I by tak ing  up an en tire ly  d if -  is “ fa ir ”  and “ poor boys”  aren’t
ferent question, loaded w ith  ra - being sent there against the ir
cist implications, and g iv ing i t  a wishes. Does i t  prove that? Or
lo t o f pub lic ity . does i t  prove tha t the jo b  pros-

This is the question about pas- pects fo r non-college educated
sing the d ra ft test. On the fro n t teenagers is incred ib ly  bad —  in
page o f the Oct. 2 New Y ork  other words, precisely the fact that

Negro soldier in  Vietnam

poor youth are bearing the b run t 
o f the war?

U.S. News and W orld Report 
concedes tha t “ i t  is true  tha t the 
A rm y, w hich is tak ing  most ca- 
sualties in  V ietnam  is about 30 
percent draftees.”  On the ques­
tion  o f Negro soldiers, the maga­
zine makes a surprising revelation, 
considering the po in t i t  is try in g  
to prove:

“ Pentagon o ffic ia ls  f la t ly  deny 
a charge by Negro leaders tha t 
40 percent o f men in  combat in  
V ietnam  are Negro. O verall, they 
say, Negroes comprise 12.5 per­
cent o f U.S. fig h tin g  men in  V ie t­
nam, 20 percent o f the combat 
arms o f the A rm y  there and else­
where.”  (Emphasis added.)

W ell, 20 percent is double the 
to ta l proportion o f Negroes in  the 
population o f th is country. A nd  
since the arm y is tak ing  the 
b run t of the casualties, more black 
men are getting k illed . I f  20 per­
cent o f the arm y is composed of 
A fro-Am ericans, then, we hold 
i t  completely proven tha t black 
men are doing much more than 
th e ir share of the fig h tin g  and 
dying.

Another recent admission o f the 
same th ing  is made in  a Nov. 12 
artic le  in  the New Y ork Post en­
titled  “ The Negro G I: A  Tw o- 
F ron t W ar.”  “ I t  is impossible, ac- 

(Continued 0n Page 3)

Ultra-Lefts Beat Up British Socialist
LONDON —  A n attem pt to re ­

v ive  the methods made notorious 
by S talin ism  in  the th irtie s  appears 
to be underway in  England. This 
tim e i t  is being done by the lead­
ership of the Socialist Labour 
League, an u ltra - le ft sectarian 
organization tha t makes the fraud ­
u len t c la im  o f being “ Trotskyists,”

The latest incident was the 
b ru ta l beating of Ernest T ate, an 
in te rnationa lly -know n T ro tskyist 
who has been active in  London in  
the w o rk  of the V ietnam  S o lidarity  
Campaign and the In te rnationa l 
W ar Crimes T ribuna l in itia ted  by 
Bertrand Russell. He is the man­
ager of Pioneer Book Service, the 
m ajor supplier of T ro tskyis t l ite r ­
ature in  England.

Ernest Tate was d is tribu ting  
lite ra tu re  in  fro n t o f a meeting 
sponsored by the Socialist Labour 
League at Caxton H a ll, Nov. 17. 
The items he was selling included 
the In te rna tiona l Socialist Review  
and a pamphlet, Healy “ Recon­
structs”  the Fourth  International.

S ix young toughs jumped Tate, 
smashing his glasses and b rin g ­
ing  h im  down to the pavement. In  
commando fashion, they continued 
to k ick  him , aim ing' at his genitals,

kidneys and head, u n til pu lled o ff 
by ho rr ifie d  spectators. Tate had 
to be hospitalized.

Witnesses stated tha t they rec­
ognized the assailants as members 
o f the Socialist Labour League. 
Thomas Gerard Healy, the gen­
era l secretary o f the organization, 
appeared to  be supervising the ac­
tion  personally.

Not Since Thirties
N othing lik e  th is has been seen 

in  the radical movement in  En­
gland since the th irties, when 
Stalinists physica lly assaulted 
Trotskyists to prevent them  from  
speaking th e ir views and selling 
th e ir newspapers. In  those days, 
the S talinists tr ied  to rationalize 
th e ir gangster attacks by slander­
ing the Trotskyists as counterrev­
olutionaries.

The attem pt to revive S ta lin ist 
methods was preceded by compar­
able slander in  the H ealy ite  press 
aimed at p re jud ic ing  members of 
the Socialist Labour League so as 
to prevent them from  reading 
m ateria l such as tha t provided by 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  and 
the U nited Secretariat o f the 
Fourth  International.

A  pa rticu la r target has been

the pam phlet Healy “ Reconstructs”  
the Fourth  In te rnationa l, w h ich 
includes a series of documents ex - 
posing the d ic ta to ria l methods em­
ployed by Healy in  runn ing  the 
Socialist Labour League.

Id  denouncing the pam phlet l it  
the Aug. 20 Newsletter, organ o f 
the SLL, the P o litica l Commi t t ee 
o f the Socialist Labour League in ­
cluded the fo llow ing  open threat: 
“ We shall not hesitate to deal ap­
p rop ria te ly  w ith  the hand fu l of 
U nited Secretariat agents who 
haw k i t  around the cynical fake- 
le ft in  England.”

The news o f the shameful and 
cow ardly attack spread s w ift ly  in  
le ft circles in  London. Messagès 
began coming in  ve ry  qu ick ly  fro m  
many p o lit ic a lly - le ft circles and 
trade unions. A  conference is 
being called at an early  date to 
consider w hat steps can be taken 
to b lock any fu rth e r development 
o f such cancerous methods th reat­
ening the democratic rights o f a ll 
radicals.

(See le tte r of protest sent by the 
N ational Committee o f the Social­
is t W orkers P arty  to the National 
Committee of the Socialist Labour 
League on page 3.)
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U.S. Plans fo r Vietham

“ Pacification” of the Delta?
T H E  N A T I O N A L

Among the most s ign ifican t dev­
elopments in  the labor movement 
today is w hat has happened to 
the nation ’s professional nurses. 
These men and women in  w hite, 
w earing th e ir coveted RN pins 
and th e ir school caps, had con­
sidered themselves above the 
w ork ing  class, especially above 
using the s tr ike  as a weapon fo r 
economic security. The American 
Nurses Association and most of 
its  state chapters, are almost as 
reactionary as the Am erican M edi­
cal Association. Membership w ith ­
in  the A N A  is ob ligatory fo r reg­
istered nurses w ork ing  in  hospi­
ta ls o r on reg is try  ca ll in  most 
cities.

In  1950 the national association 
(A N A ) passed a no-strike  resolu­
tion. A t  th a t tim e the RN was s til l 
among the h igher paid workers. 
B y  1966, in fla tion , and static 
wage rates, plus increasingly ad­
verse . w ork ing  conditions had 
reached the po in t o f no return.

The wave of action began in 
New Y o rk  C ity  when 3,000 reg­
istered nurses w ork ing  in  the 21 
m un ic ipa l hospitals, tendered the ir 
resignations as of M ay 24 unless 
wage increases were granted, and 
w ork ing  conditions vastly  im ­
proved. The c ity  d idn ’t  believe 
they meant it, bu t fo u r days a fte r 
they a ll le ft the ir posts i t  saw the 
ligh t. Wage increases w e r e  
granted, bu t w ork ing  conditions 
are s ti l l  under discussion.

Then the Public H ealth Nurses 
and c lin ic  doctors walked out, and 
the non-m edical employes in  fou r 
vo lun ta ry  hospitals h it  the bricks. 
A l l  three categories won pa rtia l 
demands.

News of the New Y ork  nurses’ 
success spread like  w ild - f ire  
through the country. I t  leap­
frogged firs t clear across the coun­
t r y  to  the whole West Coast. 
Nurses a ll the way from  San Diego 
to  Seattle made th e ir demands, 
tendered th e ir resignations, and 
when noth ing happened, le ft the ir 
jobs. A nd the various government 
health bodies got the message.

Weekly Calendar
BOSTON

SALT O F  THE EARTH. A  movie about 
the  struggles o f M exican-Am erican 
miners. Fri., Dec. 2, 8:30 p.m.295 H un t­
ing ton  Ave., Hall 307 (one block from 
Mass. A ve.) Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

•
C H IC A G O '

CRIM E O F SILENCE: The C atho lic  
Church, its responsibilities in W orld  
W a r II and V ietnam. Speaker: Prof. G o r­
don Zahn, Loyola University. Fri., Dec. 2, 
8 p.m. Debs H all, 302 S. Canal St. 
C o n trib . 50 cents Ausp. Friday N igh t 
Socialist Forum.

•
DETROIT

W H A T  IS HAPPENIN G  IN  C H IN A  
TO DAY? Speaker: Lynn Henderson,
con tribu to r to  The M ilita n t. Fri., Dec. 2, 
8 p.m. Debs Hall, 3737 W oodward. 
Ausp. Friday N ig h t Socialist Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES 

A  SOCIALIST VIEW  IN  SUPPORT 
O F  BLACK POWER. Speaker: Elizabeth 
Barnes, national secretary Young So­
c ia lis t A lliance. Sat., Nov. 26, 8:30 p.m. 
1702 E. Fourth St. C on trib . $1. Ausp. 
M ilita n t Labor Forum and Young So­
cia lis t A lliance.

•
NEW  YORK 

LITERATURE A N D  S O C IA L CRISIS. 
Speaker: Emile Capouya, w rite r and 
lite ra ry  c ritic . Fri., Dec. 2, 8:30 p.m. 
873 Broadway a t 18th St. C on trib . $1. 
Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum.

•
SAN FR ANC ISCO  

A  SOCIALIST VIEW  O F  BLACK 
POWER. Speaker: Elizabeth Barnes na­
tiona l secretary Young Socialist A lliance. 
Fri., Dec. 2, 8 p.m. 1733 W a lle r St. 
Ausp. Young Socialist A lliance.

Then came Chicago. The nurses 
at the Cook County Hospital, the 
second largest general hospital in  
the w orld , took a good look at 
th e ir own chapter of the A N A , 
the Illin o is  Nurses Association and 
d idn ’t  like  w hat they saw. So the 
f ig h t began there. Soon, the IN A  
also fe lt the pressure and took up 
the cudgels. Demands fo r in ­
creased salaries, better w ork ing  
conditions, were presented both to 
the School of Nursing (U n ivers i­
ty  of Illin o is ) w hich controls h ir ­
ing and management of the hos­
p ita l, and to the Board of County 
Commissioners. Negotiations went 
on sporadically but noth ing hap­
pened.

The Cook County Nurses had 
rejected the resignation tactic; 
adopted a slogan fo r  th e ir cam­
paign w hich paraphrases a TV  
cigarette commercial —  “ We’d ra ­
ther fig h t than q u it” ; and won 
the heart and support o f tha t big, 
old w in d y  city.

They prin ted  brochures w hich 
to ld the ir story, d istributed them 
to patients and visitors. On pay­
day, a ll RNs appeared w ith  black 
crepe ribbons flow ing  down from  
the ir pins. They draped the pay­
ro ll booth w ith  black crepe. Then 
they conducted a lunch-in . A ll  o ff-  
du ty  nurses suddenly appeared to 
help serve the patients’ trays and 
to feed the helpless. Both drama­
tic  events had fu l l  TV, radio and 
newspaper coverage.

By Sept. 9, when negotiations 
had gotten nowhere, the nurses 
voted to adopt the resignations 
technique. On Sept. 14 the School 
o f Nursing Board and the County 
Commissioners came to terms.

The Cook County nurses had 
broken Johnson’s “ guide lines”  to 
smithereens! They won $100 a 
m onth in  salary increases, the 
largest wage increase won By any­
body in  a long time.

B u t more than that, they had 
won a degree o f job  control. From  
now on, a ll po licy-m aking  Nursing 
School committees w il l  have w o rk ­
ing  registered nurses as members. 
Meanwhile, tw o other things 
have happened: New Y o rk  C ity  
has signed a 2 1/2-year contract 
w ith  the State, County and M un i­
cipal Employes U nion granting a 
wage increase of $600 a year; a 
tra in ing  program to upgrade 
nurses aides; and other fr inge  be­
nefits.

B u t —  in  Chicago, a jo in t A F L - 
CIO-Teamsters organizing d rive  is 
on to b ring  unionization to the 
more than 60,000 hospital em­
ployes in  tha t c ity  and its  sub­
urbs. And they are going to in ­
clude nurses in  the ir organizing 
efforts.

In  Californ ia, the C aliforn ia 
Nurses Association has rejected 
the no-strike  po licy o f the AN A. 
Other chapters a ll over the coun­
try  are doing the same th ing.

Now the national body is “ re­
evaluating”  its  1950 proposal. Na­
tiona lly , the nurses are in  a f ig h t­
ing  mood. They have set $6,500 as 
the ir 1966-67 wage goal. The A N A  
has seen the handw riting  on the 
w a ll. I t  knows now tha t i t  must 
e ither f ig h t fo r  its  members’ eco­
nomic security, against the em­
ployers, o r go down the dra in  as 
the national bargaining agent.

This is de fin ite ly  the case be­
cause the nurses have learned 
tha t a strike  is a strike  no m atter 
w hat name you give i t  —  “ resig­
nations”  or “ continuous meetings”  
or w ha t have you. A nd  they know 
now tha t th e ir much-vaunted 
“ professionalism”  is a fake and a 
fraud. As workers, they recognize 
the necessity of a strong organiza­
tion  w ith  a strong program. They 
are also coming to recognize that, 
as workers, they must be pre­
pared to  use the s trike  weapon 
when needed to defend th e ir in ­
terests.

— M arve l Scholl

By Dick Roberts
Where and how is Johnson going 

to s trike  next in  Vietnam? That 
question is being raised by op­
ponents of the w ar a ll over the 
w orld  who have become a ll too 
fa m ilia r w ith  W ashington’s pattern 
of escalation. There was one im ­
mediate obstacle in  Johnson’s 
path; the U.S. elections. W ith  these 
“ out o f the way,”  Democrats feel 
free to get on w ith  the w a r plans 
agreed upon in  M anila. The only 
question is, when and where?

The most lik e ly  arena of expan­
sion appears to be the “ d e -m ilita r- 
ized zone”  which divides Vietnam. 
N ot only has there been a m a jo r 
bu ild -up  o f U.S. forces in  tha t 
area, bu t there have been increased 
saturation-bombing raids, and the 
off-shore U.S. naval flee t began 
shelling the coast im m ediate ly 
north  of the zone Nov. 2, the day 
Johnson returned from  his Far 
East tour.

Mekong D elta
A  less-talked about, bu t accord­

ing to the W all Street Journal, an 
equally lik e ly  zone of escalation, 
is the Mekong Delta. This is the 
rice-grow ing region south o f Sai­
gon, occupied by nearly 40 percent 
of south V ietnam ’s population, 
w h ich  has been under v ir tu a l Na­
tiona l L ibe ra tion  F ron t ru le  from  
the early period of revolution. I t  
has been the frequent target of 
U.S. bombing, but i t  has not been 
an arena in  w hich the Pentagon 
has fe lt safe to launch the “ search 
and destroy”  operations conducted 
in  the central and northern re­
gions. The W all Street Journal’s 
opinion on th is  subject was ex­
pressed in  a Nov. 10 artic le  w ritte n  
from  Saigon by Journal s ta ff re ­
porter, Selwyn Feinstein.

“ Now tha t Washington is no 
longer preoccupied w ith  American 
po litica l campaigning,”  Feinstein 
w rites, “ i t  is going to have to de­
cide w hat to do about a fa t sheaf 
of ‘contingency’ plans, draw n up 
by Gen. W illia m  C. Westmoreland 
and his staff, tha t ca ll fo r  a m ajor 
new entanglement of American 
combat units in  the V ietnam  war. 
These plans w ould send U.S. 
figh ting  forces p lunging in to  the 
marshy, rice-rich, Vietcong-infest- 
ed Mekong R iver Delta . .

A lthough the f in a l “ go-ahead”  
has not been received from  Wash­
ington, according to Feinstein, 
preparatory steps fo r  a Mekong 
Delta invasion are already under­
way: “ The U.S. A rm y  is busily 
constructing a base b ig enough to 
handle a brigade (rough ly  5,000 
men) at the prov inc ia l capita l o f 
M y Tho, along one o f the Mekong’s

Publish French Edition 
Of 'Malcolm X Speaks'

PAR IS  —  Le P ouvoir N o ir 
[B lack Power] is the t it le  o f a 
recently-published French trans­
la tion  of M alcolm  X  Speaks. Its 
appearance on Oct. 21 was hailed 
at a meeting sponsored by the 
publisher, François Maspero. More 
than 500 persons packed the hall. 
The m ain speakers were Claude 
Julien, who w rote  the preface fo r 
the French edition of the book, 
and D aniel Guerin, who provided 
the preface fo r  the French edition 
o f The Autobiography of Malcolm  
X  (recently released by Editions 
Bernard Grasset).

The speakers reviewed some of 
the h ighlights o f M alcolm ’s life  
and presented a general p icture 
o f the development of his ideas. 
They praised both books h igh ly 
and said they were necessary read­
ing i f  one wished to understand 
the rac ia l problem in  the U.S., 
the feelings o f the b lack people 
and the d iffe ren t approaches 
towards solving the problem.

A ll  the speakers agreed tha t the 
assassination o f M alcolm  X  had 
not on ly  deprived the black people 
in  the U.S. o f probably th e ir most 
dynam ic and honest leader, bu t 
also removed from  the scene a 
leader w ith  in te rna tiona l stature.

A Depth Study 
O f ‘Pacification'
The pacification program 

of the U.S. m ilitary in V iet­
nam is not an invention of 
the Johnson administration. 
Its ..roots ..go ..back ..to ..the 
French imperialist attack on 
Vietnam itself over 60 years 
ago. W ill 19th century ideas 
work in 1966? This is the 
question posed by M ilitant 
editor Joseph Hansen in “The 
Case Against Pacification,” 
Fall 1966 International So­
cialist Review. Single copies 
50 cents. 873 Broadway, New  
York, N .Y. 10003.

m ain tributaries, about 35 miles 
south o f Saigon. Meanwhile, a U.S. 
A rm y  batta lion is operating on 
the edge of the Delta, ha lfw ay 
between Saigon and M y  Tho in 
Long A n  province, and its  per­
formance, in  the words o f one U.S. 
o ffic ia l, ‘is being closely watched.’ ”

Nevertheless, Feinstein holds, 
there are reasons fo r continued 
reservation on the pa rt o f the Pen­
tagon about the lik e ly  success of 
a fu ll-sca le  attack on the Mekong 
region. The argum ent against i t  
is significant, because i t  does not 
concern the Mekong Delta region 
alone, b u t the whole U.S. strategy 
in  Vietnam.

A t  issue is not so much the 
question of invad ing  the region, as 
o f holding  i t  a fte r the advancing 
troops have moved on to new 
arenas of combat. In  Washington 
parlance, th is concept is often re­
ferred to as “ pacification”  and, to 
pu t i t  another way, the question 
now being raised by some gen­
erals in  respect to attacking the 
Mekong Delta is: I f  pacification is 
going badly elsewhere in  V ietnam  
how lik e ly  is i t  to  succeed in  the 
most securely held of a ll N LF  te r­
rito ry?

On paper, the strategy o f pac ifi­
cation can be summarized in  a few 
sentences. The J u ly  9 Economist 
states: “ W hile  the regular govern­
ment forces pursue the m ain units 
o f the enemy elsewhere, the police 
fie ld  force, backed by the regional 
and local armed forces, w i l l  carry 
out mopping-up operations against 
the corresponding local Vietcong 
elements who have been le ft be­
h ind by the sweep. The police w il l  
operate in  groups o f batta lion 
strength based on d is tric t towns 
. . . The fie ld  force must on no 
account move on u n til i t  is cer­
ta in ly  safe fo r o rd ina ry  police to 
take over —  u n til the v illage cop­
per has a better than a good 
chance o f surv iva l.”

In  practice, i t  has no t worked 
out. The Economist suggested one 
reason at the tim e: “ The police 
fie ld  force now stands at a l it t le  
over 3,000 men . . . Sadly, an 
embarrassing number o f the na­
tiona l police in  the north  joined

Special to Readers 
Of The Militant

Three Pamphlets 
On Malcolm X

Only 60c

•  Two Speeches by Malcolm  
X

•  Malcolm X  Talks to Young 
People

•  Malcolm X , The Man and 
His Ideas by George B reit- 
man

order from

MERIT PUBLISHERS 
5 East Third St. 

New York, N.Y. 10003

up w ith  the rebels. L it t le  more 
than a thousand police have yet 
been allocated to  a v illage police 
w ork  (south V ietnam  has 2,560 
villages and 13,650 hamlets) 
against the 1970 target o f 20,000.”  

A  more devastating appraisal 
was provided tw o months la te r by 
New Y ork  Times reporte r N e il 
Sheehan: “ Once a battle  has end­
ed, the Am erican and south V ie t­
namese troops w ithd raw . The 
theoretical fo llow -up by south 
Vietnamese te rr ito r ia l forces, pol­
ice and adm inistrators to pacify 
the region does not m ateria lize 
except in  a ve ry  lim ited  num ber o f 
instances, and the Vietcong guer­
rilla s  and th e ir north  Vietnamese 
allies move in  again. The A m eri­
cans eventually re tu rn , and the 
same region is thus fought over 
repeatedly.”  (Oct. 9.)

A fte r almost two years o f 
bloody campaigning, countless 
thousands of deaths, horrendous 
bombing, i t  is l it t le  to say fo r the 
“ w ar e ffo rt”  tha t the same region 
is thus fought over —  repeatedly.

According to the W all Street 
Journa l’s Feinstein, the s ituation 
is re in fo rc ing  a s ign ifican tly  m odi­
fied  conception o f pacification in  
Washington:

“ Even as U.S. and Saigon plan­
ners ta lk  o f handing more and 
more o f th is  e ffo rt over to the 
the south Vietnamese arm y, w h ile  
U.S. troops concentrate on ba ttling  
the enemy’s ‘m ain force’ units, an 
on-the-spot check o f ‘pacification ' 
progress finds performance spotty 
at best. The AR VN  (A rm y  o f the 
Republic of V ietnam ) is on ly  oc­
casionally effective in  p rov id ing  
and m ainta in ing security fo r  v i l ­
lagers on its own. P a rtly  fo r th is 
reason, fo llow -up e ffo rts  o f the 
Saigon government to  w in  the al­
legiance o f the populace are more 
often than not inept o r non­
existent.

“ The clear conclusion: ‘P ac ifi­
cation’ w orks best when local 
security is reinforced*, at least in  
the early stages, by the presence 
of U.S. (o r in  one notable case, 
Korean) combat troops.”  (Em ­
phasis added.)

I f  “ pacification”  is to  w o rk  in  
the Mekong Delta, o r anywhere in  
Vietnam  fo r tha t m atter, a sig­
n ifica n t section of the m ilita ry  
now feels tha t the second holding  
stage m ust also be conducted by 
U.S. troops. The im plications fo r  
th is position are clear enough in  
terms of the gigantic escalation of 
troop comm itment tha t w ould  be 
required. I t  “ could drastica lly  a lte r 
the rosy projections offered by 
Defense Secretary McNamara ju s t 
before Election Day, o f a marked 
decline in  the rate of the U.S. 
troop bu ild -up ,”  Feinstein adds.

The First 10 Years Of 
American Communism
Report of a Participant

By James P. Cannon

The author is a founder of American 
Trotskyism and the only living top 
leader of the early years of the U.S.' 
Communist Party who has not re­
pudiated communism.
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... Black GIs Bear Brunt
(Continued from Page 1)

cording to  m ilita ry  o ffic ia ls  here,”  
the artic le  states, “ to know  pre­
cisely how many Negroes are serv­
ing in  d irect combat un its  . . . 
Nevertheless, the Pentagon estim ­
ates tha t Negroes make up rough­
ly  50,000 to 70,000 of the 335,000 
troops now in  V ietnam .”

That figu re  w ould place the per­
centage between 15 and 20, not 
ju s t fo r the arm y, or fo r  combat, 
bu t fo r  the whole ground forces. 
We may be absolutely sure tha t 
w hatever the percentage is in  the 
armed forces as a whole, i t  is 
higher in  the arm y, and higher 
s till, on the fro n t lines.

The Post published some typ ica l 
comments of b lack GIs on the 
ba ttle  lines. “  ‘I t  seems more like  
50 percent to me,’ says Pfc. M i­
chael F ludd o f 188 St. Nicholas 
Ave., assigned to preparing bodies 
fo r  b u ria l shipment from  the U.S. 
m ortua ry  at Tan Son H u t a ir­
fie ld .

“ F ludd is a Negro,”  the New  
Y o rk  Post rem inds us, “ and per­
haps exaggerates his resentment, 
as does Sp/5 Clarence B row n, 24, 
a blood bank technician at the 
A rm y ’s 3d F ie ld  Hospital. ‘For the 
past s ix . months,’ B row n says, ‘i t  
seems like  h a lf o f the intensive 
care in ju ries  coming in  here are 
e ither Negro or Spanish or Puerto 
Rican.

“  ‘You,’ he says, stabbing his 
index finger at a w h ite  reporter, 
‘sent us here to fig h t and w in  
your war. And when we w in  the 
w ar, we’l l  have to go back and 
face a ll the rid icu lous nonsense 
tha t you started 200 years ago.’ ”  

A  wounded black infantrym an, 
also quoted in  the New York Post 
artic le, stated: “ When I  get back, 
I  w on’t  be asking fo r  respect any 
longer — I ’l l  be demanding it . ”

“ And w h ile  the law  (o f competi­
tion) may be sometimes hard fo r  
the ind iv idua l, i t  is best fo r  the 
race, because i t  insures the sur­
v iva l o f the fitte s t in  every depart­
ment. We accept and welcome, 
therefore, as conditions to w hich 
we must accommodate ourselves, 
great inequa lity  o f environment, 
the concentration o f business, in ­
dustria l and commercial, in  the 
hands of a few, and the la w  o f 
competition between these, as be­
ing not on ly beneficial, bu t essen­
tia l fo r  the fu tu re  progress o f the 
race.”  —  industria lis t Andrew Car­
negie

“ You have got to un ite  in  the 
same labor union and in  the same 
po litica l pa rty  and strike and vote 
together, and the hour you do 
that, the w o rld  is yours.” — Eugene 
Victor Debs.

N a tio n a l C om m ittee  
S oc ia lis t L a b o u r League

D ea r Comrades,

W e c a ll y o u r a tte n tio n  to  an exceed ing ly  g rave occurrence 
th a t  w i l l  fo re v e r d isgrace the  S oc ia lis t L a b o u r League unless you  
u n d e rta ke  th e  m ost ra p id  and energetic  action.

On N ov. 17, E rn e s t Tate, an in te rn a t io n a lly -k n o w n  T ro ts k y ­
is t  w h o  has been a c tive  in  fu r th e r in g  th e  w o rk  o f th e  V ie tn a m  
S o lid a r ity  C am paign and th e  In te rn a tio n a l W a r C rim es T r ib u n a l 
in it ia te d  b y  B e rtra n d  R ussell, was set upon b y  a gang a t th e  
e n trance  o f y o u r p u b lic  m e e tin g  on th a t date a t C axton  H a ll. 
H e was se rious ly  beaten b y  s ix  yo u n g  toughs and had to  be hos­
p ita lize d .

A l l  the  evidence shows th a t these assailants w e re  n o t w o u ld -  
be  fascists a ttra c te d  to  y o u r m eeting , b u t m em bers o f y o u r o r ­
gan iza tion , and th a t th e y  w e re  a c tin g  u n d e r th e  d ire c t personal 
sup e rv is io n  o f y o u r genera l secre ta ry , Thom as G e ra rd  H ea ly .

T he  s ix  w h o  ove rpow ered  C om rade T a te  and k icke d  h im  in  
th e  head, k idneys  and gen ita ls  used th is  w a y  o f p re v e n tin g  h im  
fr o m  s e llin g  lite ra tu re  to  people e n te r in g  th e  h a ll.

T h is  l ite ra tu re  in c lu d e d  copies o f th e  In te rn a t io n a l S oc ia lis t 
R ev iew  and a p a m ph le t, H e a ly  “ R econstructs”  the  F o u rth  In te r ­
n a tio n a l.

W e ask you  to  do fo u r  th in g s :

1) T o  a t once place y o u r genera l secre ta ry  on t r ia l  fo r  spon­
so rin g  such m ethods. T h e  least th a t can be said o f th e  e m p lo y ­
m e n t o f p h ys ica l v io lence  in  th is  w a y  is th a t i t  is  re m in isce n t o f 
th e  tac tics  em ployed b y  the  S ta lin is ts  aga inst th e ir  p o lit ic a l op­
ponents in  th e  w o rke rs  m ovem ent, p a r t ic u la r ly  aga inst T ro tsky is ts , 
in  th e  w o rs t p e rio d  o f th e  th ir t ie s .

2 ) T o  p u b lic ly  and fo r th r ig h t ly  condem n these hood lum  ta c ­
tic s  sponsored b y  y o u r genera l secre ta ry  aga inst a m em ber o f a 
w o rke rs  o rg a n iza tio n  h o ld in g  d if fe re n t p o lit ic a l v iew s  fro m  yours.

3) T o  expe l a l l  those in v o lv e d  fo r  engaging in  an act th a t 
d ishonors th e  la b o r and soc ia lis t m ovem ent.

4 ) To im m e d ia te ly  assure a ll w o rke rs  o rgan iza tions in  B r ita in  
th ro u g h  a p ro m in e n tly  p laced no tice  in  y o u r jo u rn a l, The N ew s­
le tte r ,  th a t you  have u n d e rta ke n  measures to  p re ve n t any re p e ti­
t io n  o f such c r im in a l assaults on  w o rke rs  h o ld in g  p o lit ic a l v iew s 
d if fe r in g  fro m  y o u r o w n  and th a t yo u  w i l l  guaran tee  p ro te c tio n  
o f th e  dem ocra tic  r ig h t  o f a l l  opponent groups to  o ffe r  th e ir  l i te ra ­
tu re  a t the  en trance  to  y o u r m eetings.

F ra te rn a lly ,

N a tio n a l C om m ittee  
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
F a r re ll Dobbs 
N a tio n a l S ecre ta ry

HAVE YOU READ-

“Healy ‘Reconstructs’ 
The Fourth International”

T he response o f th e  P o lit ic a l C om m ittee  o f the  S oc ia lis t L a b o u r League to  th is  pam ­
p h le t was to  issue the  fo llo w in g  p u b lic  no tice : “ We sh a ll n o t hesita te  to deal a p p ro p ria te ly  
w ith  th e  h a n d fu l o f U n ite d  S e cre ta ria t agents w ho  ha w k  i t  a round  the  cyn ica l fa k e - le f t  in  
E ng land .”

E rnest Tate, a w e ll-k n o w  T ro ts k y is t and m anager o f P ioneer B ook S erv ice  in  London, 
decided to  h a w k  th e  p a m p h le t desp ite  the  th re a t. On N ovem ber 17, w h ile  h a w k in g  i t  in  
f r o n t  o f a m ee ting  o f th e  S oc ia lis t L a b o u r League, he was set upon  b y  s ix  young  hood lum s ' 
and b a d ly  beaten. O bv ious ly , th e  PC o f th e  S L L  m eant w h a t th e y  said in  th e ir  p u b lic  
w a rn in g .

W hy is H e a ly  so anx ious  to  p re v e n t the  ra n k  and f i le  o f h is o rg a n iza tio n  fro m  read ­
ing  th is  co lle c tio n  o f docum ents w h ic h  inc ludes le tte rs  he h im s e lf w ro te  and signed?

Perhaps James R obertson o f th e  S p a rta c is t came up  w ith  the  r ig h t  answ er w h e n  he 
w ro te : “ The t r u th  is th a t th e  S L L  is le f t  gasp ing  in  the  face o f th e  docum ents. I t  can o n ly  
b lu s te r, th rea ten , conceal and tra g ic a lly  its e lf  cross the  class lin e  b y  th re a te n in g  to  c a ll the  
cops.”

Perhaps fo r  H e a ly  th e  m om ent o f t r u th  came w hen he read th e  re p o rt b y  P ioneer 
B ook S erv ice : " Sales o f the  p a m p h le t are v e ry  b r is k .”

\

W ith o u t ru n n in g  the  obvious r is k  o f b u y in g  a copy in  fr o n t  o f an S L L  m eeting , you 
can get th is  devas ta ting  —  o fte n  h ig h ly  am using  —  40-page exposure o f w h a t re a lly  
on a t a recen t in te rn a tio n a l conference sponsored b y  the  S L L , b y  s im p ly  sending 35 
to  the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 873 B roadw ay , N ew  Y o rk , N .Y . 10003.

[The fo llow ing  comments were 
made by Pfc. Robert Taylor, as 
p rin ted  in  a dispatch from  Dau 
Tieng, Vietnam, by New Y o rk  Post 
correspondent B a rry  Cunningham. 
Pfc. Tay lo r had ju s t been through 
a bloody battle  near the Cambo­
dian border.]

“ This place does something to 
your m ind,”  he began. “ People at 
home don’t  realize w hat V ietnam  
is like . You can’t  explain i t  in  a 
le tter. People w ouldn ’t  believe a 
human being could go through 
th is k ind  of torture.

“ For fo u r hours, we were carry­
ing  guys bleeding to death on 
stretchers. In  the dark, we were 
hold ing hands w ith  the next guy 
in  fron t. M y best friend, Thomas 
Cartonia, ju s t dropped in  fro n t of 
me. I  was s til l ho ld ing his hand. 
B u t I  couldn’t see h im  t i l l  i t  got 
daylight.

“ People at home p ick  up a pa­
per and they see ‘lig h t”  casualties. 
I t ’s always ‘lig h t’ casualties. I f  our 
casualties got any ligh ter, we 
w ouldn ’t  have had a company any 
longer.

“ Screaming fo r  Medics”
“ One o f our people got h a lf his 

head chopped o ff. We d idn ’t  have 
a stretcher. I t  took us tw o hours 
to carry h im  out on a poncho. I  
c6uldn’t stand it. We’d slip in  the 
mud and' drop him. The weeds 
were brushing against his head. 
A ll you could hear were guys 
around us screaming fo r  medics.

“ M y fam ily  wonders w hy I 
stopped w ritin g . Last week, I  got 
a le tter. D id I  see the President 
in  Vietnam? A ll  I  could do was 
laugh. There wasn’t  a soldier out 
here tha t even knew  Johnson had 
been here.

“  ‘H ow are the restaurants?’ 
somebody else w rote me. You see? 
People don’t  realize th is place is 
inhuman. You can’t  expla in i t  in  
a le tter.

“ A  guy jumps in  a foxhole w ith  
you. You know  each other’s life  
h is to ry in  h a lf an hour. B u t you 
don’t  have tim e to keep track of 
guy’s names over here. You no 
sooner make friends w ith  someone 
over here and he’s dead. Some-

S C R E AM  O F P A IN . W ounded U.S. so ld ie r is ca rr ie d  b y  buddies. 
T he re  have been tens o f thousands o f U.S. casualties in  V ie tn a m  
w a r  a lready. Johnson’s p lans fo r  w a r  w i l l  m ean death  and m u t ila -
t io n  fo r  hundreds o f thousands o f 
bene fits  o n ly  the  rich .

body replaces him.
“ I  have sergeants who were in  

Korea. They say Korea wasn’t 
nearly as bad as th is place . . .

“ That whole day and n igh t w ent 
by like  something you read out of 
a book. There were guys w ith  
holes in  them b ig  enough to put a 
fis t through. They were s ti l l  shoot­
ing. Wounded helping wounded. I  
jus t couldn’t  take i t  any more.

U .S. m en —  a ll fo r  a w a r  w h ic h

“ For fo u r months, we’ve been 
liv in g  in  foxholes. Rain pours 
down on you every night. H a lf 
the people are sick most o f the 
time. Guys you’ve known fo r seven 
or eight months drop dead in  fro n t 
o f your eyes.

“ Every tim e I  get to th in k in g  I ’m  
going to make i t  through, some­
body ' rem inds me I ’ve got eight 
more months le ft in  V ietnam .”

[The following letter was sent Nov. 21 to the national com­
mittee of the Socialist Labour League in England by the national 
committee of the Socialist Workers Party. For more information 
and further documents, see story on page 1, and the next issue of 
W o rld  O u tlo o k  (P.O. Box 635, New York, N .Y. 10010; 50<).l

SWP Assails Beating 
Of British Socialist

A GI Describes Vietnam Horror
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Declaration of Fourth International:

Escalate Defense of Vietnam

Unionists Take Vietnam Stand
The antiwar movement should be encouraged by the action 

of 250 union officials in  the New York-New  Jersey area criticiz­
ing the national A F L -C IO  leadership for supporting the John­
son administration’s policies in Vietnam.

The unionists who sought to disassociate themselves from  
the reactionary, jingoistic policies of the top A F L-C IO  brass are 
members of the recently organized/ Trade Union Division of 
SANE. They are officers and staff members of 31 unions in the 
areas. They issued their statement of criticism Nov. 17 after the 
executive council of the A F L -C IO  voted unanimously to reiterate 
its support of U.S. foreign policy and to commend Johnson’s 
course in Vietnam.

The SANE supporters indicated they had been encouraged 
to speak out by W alter Reuther’s refusal to attend the executive 
council meeting. The Auto Workers had previously criticized 
the A F L -C IO  council stand as “intemperate, hysterical, jingoistic 
and unworthy of a policy statement of a free trade-union move­
ment.” ,

Among those speaking for the SANE resolution was Ed­
ward Grey, a regional officer of the UAW .

The statement itself fe ll far short of what is required. I t  
was lim ited to calling for a de-escalation of the war rather than 
for an immediate end to U.S. aggression and the withdrawal of 
U.S. forces, which is what simple justice and meaningful opposi­
tion to the war requires.

Yet despite the tim idity of the union officials involved, their 
stand is positive in that it  helps to facilitate the expression of 
antiwar views within the union movement and participation by 
unionists in the various actions of the antiwar movement.

Finally, it confirms there is opposition to the w ar among 
rank-and-file  unionists. As that opposition develops, the move­
ment to end the w ar w ill gain real power.

The Minutemen Case
In  the past year or two, there have been a series of attacks 

upon antiwar and socialist groups in the United States. After 
each of these attacks, a wide spectrum of figures in the civil rights, 
civil liberties, antiwar and socialist movements have charged that 
they were the work of u ltra-right terrorists, inflamed by the 
anti-communist hysteria fostered by the ruling circles in this 
country.

The recent exposure of the Minutemen in New York, and 
the tria l of Minutemen leader Robert DePugh, provide convincing 
evidence that organized, incipient fascist terrorists —  possibly 
the Minutemen themselves —  are indeed behind many of the 
attacks. The New York Minutemen were planning to blow up or 
fire-bomb four interracial or le ft-w ing camps when they were 
arrested. They were caught w ith a huge arsenal, ranging from 
machine guns to bazookas, hand grenades to Molotov cocktails. 
Bombs of the type used against the Socialist Workers Party and 
Communist Party headquarters were found.

To date, the police have been “unable” —  even though they 
have agents in a ll the rightist groups —  to solve the bombings 
of the DuBois Clubs headquarters in San Francisco, the Berkeley 
Vietnam Day Committee headquarters or the CP and SWP head­
quarters in New York. I t  is clear that no confidence can be placed 
in the capitalist government to provide protection from the 
Minutemen and similar terrorists. Just imagine how the press 
and government would have reacted to the disclosure of a le ft- 
wing arsenal one hundredth the size of the Minutemen’s —  and 
compare this to the kid-gloves treatment afforded this gang of 
racist and anti-communist hoodlums!

I t  w ill be necessary at all times and circumstances for the 
movement to look to its own resources for defense from the 
attacks of such terrorists.

BOSTON. Boston Labor Forum , 295 H un­
ting don  A ve., Room 307, Boaton, Mas*. 
02138.
C BIC AG O . S ocia list W orkers P a rty  and 
bookstore. 302 S outh C anal S t, Room 
104, Chicago, H I. 60606. W E »-5044.
C LEVELAN D . Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 2nd 
flo o r west, »801 E uc lid  A ve., C leveland, 
O hio 44106. Telephone: 781-1668. M ilita n t 
Forum  meets every Sunday n ig h t a t 7:30.
DENVER. M ilita n t Labor Forum . P.O. 
B ox 2848, D enver, Colo. 80201.
D ETR O IT. Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 3737 
W oodward, D e tro it, M ich. 48201. TEm ple 
1-8135. F rid a y  N ig h t S ocia list Forum  
he ld  w eekly a t 8 p.m .
LOS ANG ELES. S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty , 
1702 East F o u rth  S t., L .A ., C a lif. 80033 
A N  8-4883 o r WE 5-9238. Open 1 to  5 p.m . 
cd W ednesday.
M ILW A U K E E . 150 E. Juneau A ve., M il­
w aukee, W ise. 53202.
M IN N E A PO LIS . S ocia list W orkers P a rty  
and La bo r Book S tore, 704 H ennepin

A ve., H a ll 240, M inn ., M inn . 55403. FE d-
eral 2-7781. Open 1 to  5 p.m ., M onday 
th rough  F rid a y , S aturday, 11 a.m .-5 p jm .
NEW ARK. N ew ark Labor Forum , B ox 
361, N ew ark, New Jersey 07101.
NEW YO RK C ITY . M ilita n t Labor F o r­
um . 873 B roadw ay (a t 18th S t.), N .Y ., 
N .Y . 10003. 982 6051.
O A K LA N D -B E R K E LE Y . S ocia list W ork­
ers P a rty  and P ioneer B ookstore. 2003 
M il v ia . B erke ley, C a lif. 84704. Phone: 
848-3882. Open 2 to  7 p.m . M onday th ru  
F rid a y ; S aturday 12 to  5 p.m .
P H ILA D E LP H IA . M ilita n t Labor F orum : 
P.O. B ox 8412, P h ila ., Pa. 18101.
ST. LO U IS. Phone EVergreen 8-2885. A sk 
fo r D ick  C larke.
SAN D IEOO. San D iego Labor Forum . 
1853 Irv in g  S t., San D iego. C a lif. 82111
SAN FRANCISCO. M ilita n t Labor Forum . 
1733 W alle r, S .F., C a lif. 84117. 
SEATTLE. S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty . L A  
2-4325.

[The following appeal to revolu­
tionary m ilitants and workers of 
a ll countries was issued Oct. 3 by 
the United Secretariat of the 
Fourth International.]

* * *
D uring  the past 20 months, the 

Fourth  Internationa l, the W orld  
P arty  of the Socialist Revolution, 
has repeatedly called attention to 
the incalculable consequences that 
could arise i f  the escalation of the 
im peria lis t aggression in  V ietnam 
did not meet w ith  a su ffic ien tly  
energetic re jo inder to stop i t  short 
and cause i t  to  fa ll back.

Today the Fourth  In te rnationa l 
again appeals to  you in  face of 
the th reat tha t a new step w il l  
soon be taken in  the im peria lis t 
aggression against the Vietnamese 
revolution.

The f irs t a im  o f the im peria lis t 
aggression against the Vietnamese 
revo lu tion was to prevent a quick 
v ic to ry  of the National L ibe ra ­
tion  Front, w hich at the tim e 
seemed inevitable w ith in  a short 
period. Despite th e ir heroism, un­
paralle led in  recent history, the 
Vietnamese revolution ists are no 
longer on the verge o f overtu rn ­
ing the rotten regime o f Marshal 
K y , the adm irer o f H itle r, whom 
the colossal m ilita ry  power o f the 
U nited States has undertaken to 
m ainta in  in  Saigon at any price.

The im peria lis t aggression aimed 
secondly at preventing a rap id  ex­
tension of the colonial revo lu­
tion  in  Southeast Asia as a whole. 
A lthough courageous revo lu tion­
ists have unleashed an anti-im ­
pe ria lis t struggle in  Thailand and 
have resumed combat in  the 
Philippines, this aim, too, has 
largely been attained. The revo lu­
tion  suffered a very heavy defeat 
in  Indonesia and ceased w idening 
in  th is pa rt of the w orld , a conse­
quence, at least p a rtia lly , o f the 
im peria lis t aggression.

A im  to In tim ida te
The th ird  aim of the im peria lis t 

aggression was to in tim ida te  the 
colonial revolution on a w orld  
scale. B y in terven ing on a massive 
scale in  the Vietnamese c iv il war, 
Am erican im p e r ia l is m  served 
warning, p a rticu la rly  to the rev­
olutionists of the entire w orld : i f  
they place the capita lis t system 
in  danger anywhere in  the w orld , 
Washington has arrogated the rig h t 
to intervene and pour torrents of 
f ire  down on them.

I t  cannot be said tha t the re ­
vo lu tionists have le t themselves 
be in tim idated. The masses, the ir 
vanguard organizations and cour­
ageous groups of guerrillas are 
pursuing the an ti-im peria lis t 
struggle on a more or less vast 
scale and w ith  variable results in  
a number o f countries in  the w orld , 
from  Mozambique to  Guatemala 
and from  Colombia to Southern 
A rabia.

B u t the fact that Am erican im ­
peria lism  was able to intervene 
in  V ietnam  w ith  im pun ity , and 
has been able to continua lly  in ­
crease its counterrevolutionary in ­
tervention at no h igher cost than 
a moderate in fla tion  and a grow ­
ing opposition against the w ar 
among its  own people and in  in ­
ternationa l pub lic  opinion, has un­
questionably contributed to em­
boldening and strengthening the 
reactionaries, the m ilita ry  caste 
and the oligarchical camarillas o f 
a ll stripes.

The fo u rth  a im  o f the im peria l­
ist aggression was to  prepare a 
step by step “ ro ll back”  o f the 
workers states in  Asia. The 
strengthening o f these states is 
considered to  be a m orta l th rea t 
to  the im peria lis t empire in  the 
Pacific, even to the su rv iva l of 
capitalism  throughout Asia. Hence 
the d irect m ilita ry  attack against 
the Democratic Republic o f V ie t­
nam. Hence the increasing prep­
arations fo r w a r against the 
People’s Republic o f China.

Washington is acting in this in 
accordance w ith ' a method whose 
logic is obvious from the view­

International Action Is Urged
Along w ith  the statement printed on this page, the U nited  

Secretariat of the Fourth  In ternational appealed to an tiw ar  
forces to organize bigger mass mobilizations and street demon­
strations to answer Johnson’s escalation.

The U nited Secretariat also repeated its position that the So­
v ie t U nion and China should increase the ir aid to V ietnam  and 
should fo rm  a united front to help the Vietnamese revolution  
repel the U.S. attack, in  spite of th e ir ideological differences. 
Differences can continue to be debated, the U nited Secretariat 
said, but they should not stand in  the w ay o f providing effec­
tive  aid to V ietnam .

The appeal also demanded that the K rem lin  a ff irm  that 
i t  w ould support w ithout reservation the Peoples Republic of 
China in  the event of aggression by the U.S.

poin t of the class interests of 
B ig  Capital. W ashington is not 
deliberate ly choosing the road to 
a nuclear w orld  war. Such a deci­
sion, a last resort, w ould  be taken 
only when a ll seemed lost. Wash­
ington w il l  not even deliberate ly 
take the road to  an armed con­
f l ic t  against the collective m ight 
o f the workers states. I t  seeks to 
advance step by step, reducing 
and then overcoming one by one 
the obstacles in  the w ay o f re ­
establishing its  d o m in a t io n  
throughout Asia. I t  is ready to 
re treat i f  suddenly confronted 
w ith  energetic countermeasures. 
B u t so long as energetic counter­
measures are not taken, the Pen­
tagon Is inclined to see no reason 
fo r not seeking f irs t to  liqu idate 
the Democratic Republic o f V ie t­
nam, then to bomb out o f exis­
tence the industria l centers of 
China, above a ll her nuclear cen­
ters.

The heads o f the Soviet bu­
reaucracy seek to ju s tify  the ir 
c rim ina l passivity in  face o f the 
im peria lis t aggression, invoking  
the necessity of “ safeguarding the 
peace.”  These arguments are false. 
H is to ry  has shown many times 
tha t to back down in face o f an 
aggressor does not appease his 
hunger, bu t on the contrary only 
sharpens it. By delaying energetic 
countermeasures that could have 
stopped the im peria lis t aggression 
in  Vietnam, the K re m lin  objective­
ly  fac ilita ted  extension of the w ar 
against both V ietnam  and the 
Chinese revolution. A t the same 
tim e i t  fac ilita ted  a re la tive  weak­
ening of the figh ting  Vietnamese 
masses. This could end in  en­
abling im peria lism  to  obtain 
through d ip lom atic means w hat i t  
could not obtain in  the fie ld.

United Front
The heads o f the Chinese bu­

reaucracy refused to set up the 
united fro n t w hich is so neces­
sary fo r  a ll the workers states in  
aiding the Vietnamese revolution, 
alleging tha t i t  is impossible to 
unite w ith  “ revis ionist accom­
plices Of im peria lism ”  and tha t 
revo lu tionary v ic to ry  in  each 
country is essentially the concern 
o f the people o f tha t country. 
Behind these false arguments lies 
the understandable desire of the 
Peking leaders to delay an im ­
peria lis t aggression against the ir 
country. B u t fa r  from  achieving 
th is aim, Peking’s stubborn re fu ­
sal to place the so-called “ allies 
of im peria lism ”  against the w a ll 
by  proposing concrete measures to 
them fo r  am p lify ing  the a n ti- im ­
peria lis t struggle in  V ietnam  and 
a ll o f Southeast Asia made i t  more 
d iff ic u lt to  help the Vietnamese 
revolution, in  effect encouraging 
im peria lism  in  its  preparations fo r 
aggression against China.

The balance sheet speaks elo­
quently, moreover, on the ineffec­
tiveness o f the policies touted in  
both Moscow and Peking. The 
pure ly  verbal countermeasures, 
m ateria l aid measured out w ith  
an eyedropper, have not at a ll 
prevented Am erican im peria lism  
from  tak ing  one step a fte r an­
other in  escalating the w a r up to 
now. A fte r having submitted 
south V ietnam  to  f ire  and sword; 
after having poisoned trees and

rive rs  and massacred the inhab i­
tants; a fte r having begun w ith  
im pun ity  to  bomb the sovereign 
state o f the Democratic Republic 
o f V ietnam, and extending the 
bombings to  the b ig  urban cen­
ters o f Hanoi and Haiphong, 
Washington is openly preparing, 
in  fu l l  sight o f the w orld , the next 
stage o f “ escalation.”  A fte r  the 
November elections in  the United 
States, Washington is preparing to 
land troops in  no rth  Vietnamese 
te rrito ry , to  invade the te rr ito ry  
o f Laos and Cambodia, to bomb 
the dikes protecting the rice  pad­
dies o f the Tonkin  p la in . A t  the 
same time, the repeated vio lations 
o f Chinese a ir space, the bomb­
ing o f Chinese villages “ by erro r,”  
the numerous attacks against C hi­
nese vessels, add up to  provoca­
tions and test runs to determine 
ju s t how fa r things can be car­
ried w ith  im pun ity .

Fight Escalation
I t  is v ita l fo r the fu tu re  of so­

cialism, fo r the revo lu tion  and 
m ankind as a whole, fo r the 
w ork ing  masses and the workers 
states to react vigorously and in  
tim e against th is escalation w hich 
threatens to h u r l hum anity  in to  
a nuclear holocaust. I f  im peria l­
ism is not stopped now, i t  w i l l  
continue the escalation, i t  w il l  a t­
tack China. The USSR itse lf w il l  
end up, f irs t  isolated, then th rea t­
ened and attacked; and the in ­
escapable re jo inder w il l  occur un­
der such conditions tha t the most 
te rrib le  means ris k  being employed 
by both sides. Quick and ener­
getic countermeasures by the 
w orkers states constitute the only 
means o f stopping the aggression 
a t a tim e when the th reat o f nu­
clear w ar is no t yet actua lly  be­
fore us.

D uring  recent months, others 
have independently reached s im i­
la r  conclusions. F ide l Castro called 
fo r  the workers states to back 
V ietnam w ith  a ll the ir m ilita ry  
m ight. Progressive figures like  
Bertrand Russell and Jean-Paul 
Sartre called on the USSR and 
China to send large numbers of 
M IGs and missiles to Vietnam, 
and to answer the im peria lis t esca­
la tion w ith  a counterescalation. 
The Communist P a rty  o f N orth  
Korea called fo r  sending large 
numbers o f volunteers from  a ll 
the w orkers states to  south V ie t­
nam.

A ll  these d iffe ren t voices ex­
press one and the same indigna­
tion  over the passivity w hich 
those, c la im ing to be fo r  socialism, 
display in  face o f the crimes im ­
peria lism  is com m itting da ily  
against the Vietnamese revolution. 
A l l  these d iffe ren t voices express 
the same anguish, the anguish o f 
seeing th is passiv ity encourage 
the escalation up to the po in t o f 
no re tu rn  —  when a nuclear w orld  
w a r becomes inevitable.

T im e is grow ing short. A c t be­
fo re  i t  is too late. W hat is involved 
is the fa te  o f the Vietnamese re­
volution, the fate of the Chinese 
revolution, the fa te  o f a ll the re­
volutions in  the w orld , the fate 
o f a ll o f hum anity!

United Secretariat of the
Fourth International
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Rep. Powell Cancels 
Black Power Parley R E V I E W S  and> i

R E P O R T S  jAdam Clayton Powell. Demo­
cratic congressman from  Harlem , 
announced recently that he is 
cancelling a Thanksgiving week­
end conference on black power. 
The conference had originally 
been scheduled for Oct. 15 by a 
prelim inary conference organized 
by Powell, held Sept. 3. On Oct. 9, 
Powell attacked Stokely Carm i­
chael, of SNCC, who has been 
prominently associated w ith  black 
power. Then the Oct. 15 confer­
ence was postponed. Powell said 
he is w ithdrawing as the “sole 
convener” of any conference on 
black power, and suggested that 
a national committee be set up to 
call a conference in  the spring.

The Militant has received a more 
eompleto account of the Sept. 3 
conference, issued from  Washing­
ton, than we printed in  our Sept. 
13 issue. W e are reprinting this 
account for the inform ation of our 
readers:

W ASHING TO N, D. C. —  T h e  
f irs t P lenary Session of the P lan­
n ing Corfference fo r  the National 
Conference on B lack Power was 
held on Sat., Sept. 3, 1966, at 1:00 
p.m. in  Room 2175 in  the Rayburn 
House O ffice B u ild ing , Washing­
ton, D . C. Representative Adam 
C layton Powell, as National Con­
venor, presided.

Commissions
In  attendance at the Conference 

were 169 persons from  37 cities, 
18 states and the D is tr ic t o f Co­
lum bia, representing 64 organiza­
tions.

A t 2:00 p.m. the plenary session 
dissolved in to  three commissions:

D efin itions: M r. L inco ln  Lynch 
o f New Y o rk  C ity, Chairman.

Goals: Dr. Adelaide C rom well 
H il l  o f Boston, Chairman.

Guidelines: A tto rney C e c i l
Moore o f Philadelphia, Chairman.

The commission on defin itions 
evolved the fo llow ing  defin ition  of 
b lack power: B lack power is the 
means fo r b lack people to make 
changes in  society to achieve self- 
determ ination, self-respect and 
self-defense, i.e., “ b lack strength”  
to  serve the needs o f b lack people.

Goals
The commission on goals listed 

the fo llow ing  goals of b lack pow­
er:

1. Communicate w ith  the black 
masses.

2. M obilize the to ta l b lack com­
m unity, i.e., a ll groups and classes 
therein.

3. Stress the need fo r  hum an- 
righ ts b ills .

4. F igh t fo r self-determ ination 
w ith in  the b lack comm unity.

5. E lim ina te  a ll “ Uncle Toms”  
as leaders o f the black comm uni­
ty.

6. Re-structure pub lic  education 
to serve the needs of the black 
comm unity.

7. Determ ine w hich is more po­
lit ic a lly  feasible fo r advancement 
o f b lack power, capita lism  or so­
cialism.

8. Continue the re -v ita liza tion  o f 
a ll questions o f iden tity , h is to ry of 
black people, who they are, where 
they came from  and where they 
are going.

9. A tta in  fu l l  manhood rights 
fo r Negro males.

10. Beware o f d iv is ion among 
the exponents o f b lack power.

11. Strengthen economic power 
w ith in  the b lack comm unity.

12. Retain property  righ ts and 
the use o f the land free from  ar­
chaic laws in  the b lack commu­
n ity .

13. Make every black man and 
black woman a b lack voter.

The commission on guidelines 
reported the fo llow ing  programs 
of action fo r  b lack power:

1. Undertake d irect action to 
in filt ra te  m ajor po litica l parties 
or create a th ird  b lack party.

2. In itia te  a comprehensive p ro ­
gram o f voter education, inc lud ing

A dam  Clayton Pow ell

qualifications o f candidates as w e ll 
as mechanics o f voting.

3. Retire certain elected o ff i­
cials who have not represented the 
black comm unity.

4. Determ ine whether there can 
be a b lack independent th ird  par­
ty  w ork ing  w ith in  fram ew ork of 
existing parties, as long as goals 
are the same.

5. Develop a comprehensive pro­
gram of consumer education, in ­
cluding economic boycotts, credit 
education, etc.

6. Create available capita l to  f i ­
nance b lack businesses.

7. Create n o n -p ro fit corpora­
tions to u tilize  federal funds fo r 
massive programs, i.e., housing 
complexes.

8. Convince m iddle-class Ne­
groes and w h ite  businesses to in ­
vest in  Negro businesses.

9. H ire  more qua lified  teachers.
The three commissions recon­

vened at 4 :0 0  p.m. fo r  a second 
plenary session.

A ll  three commissions’ recom­
mendations were voted on unani­
mously.

M inority Report
A  dissident report endorsed by 

21 members was issued w h ich  de­
clared, in  summary:

1. We need to have a more re ­
vo lu tionary program  instead of 
ju s t a conference.

2. We reserve the r ig h t o f se lf- 
defense. We do not support un­
conditional nonviolence.

3. We advocate cu ltu ra l develop­
ment in  terms o f re-establishing 
our cu ltu ra l nation.

4. We advocate independent 
b lack po litica l action.

The Conference members voted 
to hold the fu l l  national confer­
ence on b lack power in  Washing­
ton, D.C., on Oct. 15-16.

Members o f the continuation 
committee appointed by Chairman 
Powell we're the fo llow ing : M r. 
Om ar Ahmed, New Y o rk  C ity ; M r. 
Ron Karenga, Los Angeles; Mrs. 
Jew ell Mazique, Washington, D.C.;

M r. Isaiah Robinson, New Y o rk  
C ity ; D r. Nathan W righ t, Newark, 
N.J.; and M r. Chuck Stone, Wash­
ington, D.C.

M r. Ju lius Hobson of Washing­
ton, D.C., was appointed C hair­
man o f the arrangements com m it­
tee.

The p lenary session adjourned 
at 7 :0 0  p.m.

A fte r the continuation com m it­
tee members have conferred by 
telephone in  the next few  days, 
the delegates w i l l  receive more 
specific in fo rm ation  on the com­
ing  black power conference.

T H E  FR E E W O R L D  CO LO S­
SUS: A  C ritique of Am erican  
Foreign Policy in  the Cold W ar, 
by D avid  H orow itz. H il l  and 
Wang, 451 pp., $6.95; paper, 
$2.45.

The U nited States emerged from  
W orld  W ar I I  as the w o rld ’s most 
pow erfu l industria l and m ilita ry  
power. The U nited States itse lf 
had been untouched by the war, 
and i t  alone possessed the atomic 
bomb. The Soviet Union, on the 
other hand, emerged from  W orld 
W ar I I  in  an extrem ely weakened 
condition. President Kennedy de­
scribed the extent o f Soviet w ar 
losses in  his Am erican U n ivers ity  
speech on June 10, 1963:

“ A nd no nation in  the h istory 
o f ba ttle  ever suffered more than 
the Soviet Union in  the second 
w orld  w ar. A t least 20,000,000 lost 
the ir lives. Countless m illions of 
homes and fam ilies were burned 
o r sacked. A  th ird  of the nation ’s 
te rrito ry , inc lud ing tw o-th irds  of 
its industria l base, was turned in to  
a wasteland —  a loss equivalent 
to the destruction of th is country 
east o f Chicago.”

Cold W ar
W ith  th is as the setting, the cold 

w ar began. W hich side is re ­
sponsible fo r the in itia tio n  and 
maintenance o f the cold war? 
D avid H orow itz in  The Free W orld  
Colossus argues tha t the h istory 
o f the cold w a r has been the his­
to ry  of Soviet responses to an 
Am erican foreign policy of con­
tainment, “ libe ra tion ”  and ro ll­
back. He examines the cold w ar 
from  the death of Roosevelt to 
the death of Kennedy in  a pene­
tra ting  and perceptive manner.

H orow itz analyzes American 
foreign policy in  the cold w ar and 
its rationale, and does an excellent 
job  of exposing the m yth  of a 
va lian t Am erican government t r y ­
ing  to save the w orld  from  ag­
gression by the Soviet Union. 
However, he never examines w hy  
the U nited States took a be lliger­
ent attitude towards the Soviet 
Union a fte r W orld W ar I I .

H orow itz does do an excellent 
job  of exam ining the real nature 
of Am erican foreign policy. For 
example, the o ffic ia l U.S. govern­
ment version of the cold w ar p ic­
tures the Soviet Union as being 
u n w illin g  to negotiate outstanding 
differences w ith  the United States.

U.S. In itia tive
He writes, “ I t  should f irs t be 

noted tha t i t  was President T ru ­
man and not M arshal S ta lin  who, 
in  November, 1945, un ila te ra lly  
term inated the meetings of the 
B ig  Three and thus in itia ted  a ten- 
year period when there was no 
meeting between U.S. and Soviet 
heads of State. I t  was, moreover, 
U.S. Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson who, in  1950, vetoed the 
proposal fo r a top-leve l confer­
ence between Trum an and Sta lin  
w hich had been advanced by 
C hurch ill and others at a time 
when the Soviet d ic ta tor had in ­
dicated his w illingness to. pa r­
tic ipate.”

H orow itz says tha t more crucia l 
than the m u ltip lica tion  of th is sort 
o f incident was the fundam ental 
premise on w hich U.S. co ld-w ar 
po licy was based in  the early 
years. Th is premise was a disbelief 
in  the possib ility  o f a settlement 
o f the issues o f conflic t in  the cold 
w ar. This premise can be seen in  
the proclamation o f the Trum an 
doctrine. I t  can also be seen in  
George Kennan’s w ide ly-know n 
“ M r. X ”  a rtic le  in  1947. This is 
the artic le  tha t f irs t gave ju s tifica ­
tion  fo r the co ld -w ar fore ign po l­
icy. Kennan was then the D irector 
of the Policy P lanning S ta ff o f the 
State Departm ent and one o f the

m ajor architects of Am erican cold- 
w ar strategy.

Contrary to Kennan and T ru ­
man, however, the Soviet govern­
ment was more than w illin g  to 
negotiate an agreement w ith  the 
United States. S ta lin  gave conces­
sions to the Western powers on 
questions concerning Eastern Eu­
rope, although the Soviet Union 
was the sole m ilita ry  power in  th is 
area as a result o f having been the 
only power to sweep the Nazis out 
of it. He did not even try  to get 
any concessions from  the West on 
questions concerning Western Eu­
rope.

S ta lin  w ent so fa r as to prevent 
Eastern Europe from  developing 
along socialist lines u n til the cold 
w ar was w e ll under way. This was 
another gesture to the West to 
prove his w illingness to reach an 
agreement.

One of the more dram atic in ­
stances of the Soviet U nion’s w i l l ­
ingness to negotiate came on May 
10, 1955, when the USSR agreed 
to the American plan fo r disarma­
ment. Instead of signing an agree­
ment, the United States called fo r 
a recess in  the talks. The firs t 
sum m it meeting was held in  July, 
and there President Eisenhower 
suddenly proposed his “ open skies”  
plan to pe rm it the tw o powers to 
conduct aeria l inspections of each 
other’s te rrito ry . H orow itz w rites:

“Bold Plan”
“ Eisenhower’s proposal was in ­

deed a ‘bold ’ plan: i t  was a w hole­
sale re treat from  the inspection 
proposals already agreed to (w hich 
were much more far-reach ing and 
s ign ifican t), and most im portan t­
ly , from  the program fo r general 
and complete disarmament which 
was to have accompanied the con­
trols. Instead o f agreement w hich 
would have liqu idated the nuclear 
threat, the arms race and the cold 
war, the U.S. was asking the So­
v ie t Union to exchange one o f its 
most im portan t m ilita ry  assets 
(secrecy) fo r in fo rm ation  w hich 
i t  essentially had, and to  do th is 
w ith o u t the prospect o f a program 
of disarmament w hich w ould l i ­
quidate the SAC bases by w hich 
i t  was encircled.”

In  other words, the Soviet Union 
agreed to negotiate disarmament 
on U.S. terms, conceding its own 
position, and the U nited States, in ­
stead o f going on to conclude the 
agreement, changed its  position to 
make i t  unacceptable to the Soviet 
government.

A t  the end o f W orld  W ar I I ,  the 
Soviet U nion d id  indeed conclude 
a number o f agreements w ith  the 
West at Teheran, Y a lta  and Pots­
dam. For a w h ile , i t  looked as i f  an

agreement between the U.S. and 
USSR was possible. The Soviet 
Union proceeded to use its  in ­
fluence to scuttle revolutions and 
preserve the status quo. H orow itz  
points out that:

“ In  the mid-1920s, S ta lin ’s thesis 
of ‘socialism in  one country ’ be­
came the dogma o f the revo lu tion  
and the guid ing p rinc ip le  o f So­
v ie t fore ign policy, down through 
the end of W orld  W ar I I .  Indeed, 
the w artim e alliance was predicat­
ed on th is  concept. In  the words of 
Isaac Deutscher, ‘Soviet self-con­
tainm ent was the very premise of 
jo in t a llied policy, w ritte n  in to  the 
paragraphs and clauses o f the 
Teheran, Y a lta  and Potsdam 
Agreements.’ The agreements 
d ivided spheres o f influence be­
tween the allies, a llo tting  a ll o f 
Eastern and much o f Central Eu­
rope to Russia, w h ile  at the same 
tim e s tipu la ting that th is was to  be 
the sphere of in fluence o f Russia, 
not of Communism.”

Opposed to Revolution
H orow itz continues a b it  later, 

“ S talin had become convinced in  
the in te r-w a r period tha t the rev­
o lu tionary potentials of fore ign 
Communism were n il. According­
ly , he d id w ha t he could to dis­
courage the Communist parties 
from  m aking bids fo r  power and 
from  jeopardizing his relations 
w ith  his w artim e allies.”

In  th is book, the ro le  o f mass 
movements, in te rna l politics and 
economic factors is subordinated 
to an exam ination of fore ign policy 
as such. That is, the causes o f the 
d iffe r in g  foreign policies of the 
U.S. and USSR are never analyzed. 
A  certain amount o f d is to rtion  in  
the content o f H orow itz ’ analyses 
results from  th is  one-sided ap­
proach.

Nevertheless, The Free W orld  
Colossus is invaluable as a source 
book fo r understanding the real 
nature o f the cold war.

— A rth u r M ag lin
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AN  APPEAL FROM VIETNAM

An Open Letter to U.S. Women

A G A IN ST K Y . Demonstrators last May gave notice to world that 
people of south Vietnamese cities, along w ith  north Vietnamese 
people and south Vietnamese peasants, are against U.S.-supported 
dictator and U.S. w ar in Vietnam.

[The following Open Letter to 
American Women was received 
from  the Vietnam  Women’s Union 
In  Hanoi.]

We are glad to learn tha t in  
early  November, the Am erican 
peace movement w il l  organize a 
nationw ide d rive  to  demand an 
end to  the w ar in  Vietnam, and 
jobs and democratic rights to the 
people of the U nited States. We 
w a rm ly  h a il you, and take ad­
vantage o f th is  opportun ity  to  in ­
fo rm  you o f some events w hich 
have happened in  our country, so 
th a t you can get a clearer p icture 
o f the s ituation in  Vietnam.

As you know  already, President 
Johnson has in  recent days talked 
repeatedly about the “ U.S. govern­
m ent’s po licy in  V ietnam ”  and 
his “ w i l l  fo r  peace.”  B u t w h ile  on 
the  rostrum  o f the U nited Na­
tions, Am erican Ambassador A r ­
th u r Goldberg kept harping on 
“ peaceful negotiations,”  Reuters 
reported tha t Am erican Defense 
Secretary McNamara held a press 
conference in  w hich he declared 
th a t in  the coming year, the U. S. 
w ould  give a boost to  the produc­
tion  o f figh ter-bom ber planes fo r 
use in  the V ietnam  w ar. On Sept. 
23, President Johnson m et w ith  
state governors to discuss an in ­
crease o f “ a t least ten b illio n  do l­
la rs”  to  the curren t year’s w a r ap­
propria tions fo r  V ietnam  (A.P., 
Sept. 23).

The tru th  is that, fo llow ing  the 
d ry  season campaign (November 
1965 to  M arch 1966), the A m eri­
can governm ent has introduced
40,000 more GIs in to  south V ie t­
nam, b ring ing  the to ta l o f A m eri­
can forces there to 310,000 in  late 
September, and plans to b rin g  i t  
to  400,000 or more in  the coming 
months. A t present, American 
fig h tin g  forces in  south V ietnam  
include five  divisions and fou r 
brigades, tha t is, nearly  one-th ird  
o f the entire U.S. in fa n try  and 
m arine corps.

In  the past s ix months, A m eri­
can troops have carried out hund­
reds o f raids, savagely massacring 
c iv ilians, most o f them women and 
ch ildren. W anton a rt ille ry  shell­
ings have been conducted on v i l­
lages and .hamlets . . .

Besides bombs and shells, the 
use o f tox ic  chemicals has been 
intensified. M ore than five  m il­
lio n  litres  of those have been 
spread over 210,000 hectares of 
fie lds and orchards in  south V ie t­
nam in  the period from  early th is

Invitation
A  th in ly -ve ile d  in v ita tio n  fo r 

greater U.S. m ilita ry  in tervention 
in  Guatemala to crush peasant 
rebe llion was contained in  a New 
Y o rk  W orld  Journa l T ribune  dis­
patch from  Guatemala C ity, Nov.
12. “ The guerrillas are ‘an in v i­
s ib le enemy, and against an in v i­
sib le enemy, i t  is always d iff ic u lt 
to  fig h t,’ V ice President Clemente 
M arroqu in  Rojas w rote recently,”  
according to  the W orld Journal 
Tribune.

“ B u t I  confess m y suspicion [the 
vice president continued] th a t the 
Guatemalan arm y does not w ant 
to  figh t. The U nited States should 
intervene i f  the Guatemalan arm y 
can’t  handle th is . . .  I f  Guatemala 
goes Communist, the other small 
countries near us w il l  go also.”

Alliance at Work
The U.S. already has a m ilita ry  

foothold in  Guatemala, according 
to the Nov. 13 W orld  Journa l T r i­
bune dispatch: “ Last A p r il, Gen. 
Robert W. Porter, Jr., chief o f the 
U.S. Southern Command in  Pana­
ma, to ld  the House Foreign A ffa irs  
Committee tha t U.S. A rm y  en­
gineers were engaged in  a ‘c iv ic 
action’ program  o f pub lic  works 
In  the border area where Hondu-

year up to now. The New York  
Times (Sept. 9, 1966) admits tha t 
tox ic  chemical spraying has been 
increased three times in  south 
Vietnam.

Concerning north  Vietnam, and 
speaking on ly of the present 
Am erican “ peace”  drive, A m e ri­
can a irc ra ft have carried out, 
from  m id-Septem ber up to now, 
extrem ely savage raids . . . Sev­
era l types o f a irc ra ft inc lud ing 
B52s, have been used in  dropping 
bombs and spraying tox ic  chemi­
cals on both the northern and 
southern regions o f the D em ilita ­
rized Zone, inc lud ing  the area 
around the H ie n -lu ’o’ng bridge. 
The Americans have even th rea t­
ened to occupy the D em ilitarized 
Zone and land troops north  of 
the 17th para lle l, on the te rr ito ry  
o f the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam.

I t  is clear tha t the American 
authorities ta lk  peace b u t make 
w ar. U P I (Sept. 20, 1966) reports 
tha t as ye t there has been no sign 
po in ting  to  Johnson’s In tention of 
b ring ing  any change to  his po licy  
o f m ilita ry  bu ild -up  and increased 
pressure. On Sept. 26, Senator 
Wayne Morse declared tha t when­
ever the Am erican government 
pu t fo rw ard  a proposal, th is  was 
accompanied by new w a r plans.

Indeed, the Am erican authori­
ties’ noisy propaganda about th e ir 
“ peace goodw ill”  is only a smoke­
screen aimed at deceiving w orld  
public opinion and soothing the 
Am erican people’s protests, in  
hopes o f w inn ing  more votes in  
the forthcom ing elections.

Slander

They have also been try in g  to 
tu rn  w h ite  in to  black, slandering 
north  V ietnam  as “ aggressor”  and 
arguing tha t th e ir sending of 
troops to south V ietnam is only 
aimed at ending th is  “ aggres­
sion”  ( ! ) .  In  rep ly  to th is  p e rfi­
dious slander, Senator Gruening 
has stated (Aug. 26, 1966) tha t 
the Americans are the aggressors 
in  V ietnam , and tha t the A m eri­
cans have been inv ited  there only 
by themselves. Senator Fu lb righ t, 
chairman o f the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, has also said 
(Sept. 20, 1966) tha t American 
po licy in  V ietnam  and Asia is 
setting up new form s of “ colonial­
ism.”

The Am erican government is 
the aggressor; V ietnam  is the v ic ­
tim  o f th is aggression. This is 
crystal clear and does not ca ll fo r

ran and Guatemalan troops have 
been conducting jo in t an ti-guer­
r i l la  probes.”

I t  is notable tha t even the W orld  
Journal T ribune  feels compelled 
to pu t quotation marks around 
“ c iv ic  action.”  The ro le  o f U.S. 
“ advisers”  is too w e ll known.

Popular W ar
A  Gallup P o ll fo r  U.S. “ allies”  

in  Europe shows tha t in  France: 
68 percent favo r U.S. w ithd raw a l 
from  V ietnam ; 8 percent favor 
continuing at the present leve l; 9 
percent favor increasing attacks; 
and 19 percent gave no opinion. 
In  West Germany, the results 
were: 51 percent fo r  w ithd raw a l; 
19 percent fo r the present level;
15 percent fo r  increasing attacks; 
and 15 percent, no opinion.

In  Great B rita in , 42 percent fa ­
vor w ithd raw a l; 17 percent favor 
carry ing  on at the present level;
16 percent, increasing attacks; and 
25 percent, no opinion.

Argentine Politics
F urthe r steps have been taken in  

the consolidation of the one-party 
m ilita ry  d ictatorship in  Argentina, 
according to  a Nov. 15 Reuters 
dispatch. Gen. Juan Carlos Onga- 
nia has confiscated the assets of

lengthy discussion. O ur national 
independence being threatened in  
such a serious w ay by the A m eri­
can governm ent’s aggressive po li­
cy, you w il l  certa in ly  understand, 
you who have a trad ition  of 
struggle fo r independence and 
freedom, tha t the on ly w ay open 
to our people is to brace our ener­
gies to f ig h t and w in . The A m e ri­
can people’s struggle against the 
B ritish  ru lers 190 years ago, a l­
though fu l l  o f hardships, ended in  
glorious v ic to ry. In  lik e  manner, 
our ju s t struggle w i l l  certa in ly  
end in  v ic to ry . In  fact, we have 
been w inn ing  ever greater v ic to ­
ries.

Victories
In  south Vietnam, fo llow ing  

the ir great successes o f the d ry  
season (110,000 enemy troops an­
n ih ila ted, among them 40,000 
Am erican troops), the southern 
arm y and people have w on 21 
more b ig  victories in  T ri-th ien, the 
Tay-nguyen Highlands, the p la in 
regions o f Trung-bd and Nam-bd, 
completely ann ih ila ting  21 enemy 
battalions and regiments, among 
them seven U.S. battalions and 
three squadrons o f U.S. tanks and 
armored vehicles. In  the f irs t eight 
month of 1966, in  the region of 
Cu-chi alone (G iad inh province), 
they p u t out of action 12,000 
Am erican troops, destroyed 592 
m ilita ry  vehicles and 174 a ircra ft.

The puppet arm y and adm in i­
stration, on w h ich  the Americans 
re ly, have been shaken to the ir 
foundation and are on the w ay to 
complete disintegration. Accord­
ing to the Am erican press itself,
15,000 puppet troops desert every 
month. M utin ies have repeatedly 
broken out. Scores o f mass de­
monstrations have been staged, 
in  w hich the people demanded 
democratic rights, the overthrow  
of the T h ie u -K y  clique and the 
w ithd raw a l o f Am erican troops.

In  north  Vietnam, the arm y and 
people have ca lm ly stood up to 
Am erican p ira te  a irc ra ft and, w ith  
a ll the weapons in  the ir hands, 
have dealt them  stunning blows 
in  defense o f the airspace o f our 
beloved fatherland. To date, 1,500 
Am erican a irc ra ft have been 
brought down. Newsweek (Aug. 
22, 1966) has had to adm it tha t 
Am erican a irc ra ft f ly in g  over 
north  V ietnam  have been runn ing  
against a veritab le  “ w a ll o f lead.”

In  spite of fierce fig h tin g  con­
ditions, our people have stuck to 
th e ir fields, factories, communica-

a ll po litica l parties and has dis­
solved the electoral courts. On- 
gania took power in  the June 29 
m ilita ry  coup ousting President 
A rtu ro  U. Illia .

P o litica l parties had already 
been disbanded, v ir tu a lly  a ll forms 
o f po litica l a c tiv ity  had been out­
lawed and i t  was illega l to fo rm  
new parties. The decree dissolv­
ing  electoral courts declares tha t 
since there are no elections or 
po litica l parties, the courts are 
obsolete.

Seven Car Family
“ TO KYO  (U P I) —  The ‘Made 

in  Japan’ limousine being b u ilt 
fo r  Emperor H iroh ito  fo r $30,000 
w i l l  have a pa rt stamped ‘Made 
in  U SA ’ under its shiny b lack 
hood. The Nissan A u to  Company 
is suffering more than a l it t le  loss 
o f face . . . because i t  has to  use 
an American-made automatic 
clutch in  the ‘Nissan Prince Royal,’ 
the lim ousine i t  is assembling fo r 
the Royal Fam ily . . . .

“ I f  the H iroh ito  household does 
not like  the new Prince Royal, i t  
can leave i t  in  the garage and 
use one o f its  three Rolls-Royces, 
its Cadillac, its  Mercedes-Benz, or 
its D aim ler.”

— Ed Smith

tion  lines to ensure our country ’s 
economic and defense potential. 
The C hristian Science M onito r has 
adm itted tha t not only d id  the 
Americans fa il to  reap the results 
they had expected from  the ir w an­
ton bombings of north  Vietnam, 
bu t they have also been du ly  pu­
nished, and tha t in  spite of aeria l 
w a r escalation in  north  Vietnam, 
the Americans have not im paired 
in  the least the defense potentia l 
o f the country.

Indeed, the more savage and 
cruel Am erican w ar escalation be­
comes, the deeper the hatred fe lt 
by  the 31 m illio n  Vietnamese in  
both north  and south V ietnam  w il l  
grow, and the greater th e ir re­
solve.

Am erican People

O ur people nu rtu re  no i l l  feel­
ing fo r  the Am erican people. Our 
only w ish is to  ensure the inde­
pendence, freedom and te rr ito r ia l 
in te g rity  of our country, so tha t 
we can w o rk  in  peace to bu ild  
a happy life  fo r  ourselves and our 
children. I t  is because the A m eri­
can government has sent troops 
to com m it aggression against our 
country tha t we have been forced 
to fig h t back in  self-defense. I f  
the Am erican government rea lly  
wants peace, le t i t  w ith d ra w  its 
troops from  south Vietnam, dis­
mantle its m ilita ry  bases there, 
stop its  bombing of north  V ie t­
nam, re fra in  from  in te rfe ring  in  
the in te rna l a ffa irs  o f the V ie t­
namese people. Then, peace w il l  
im m ediate ly re tu rn  to our coun­
try . President Johnson need not 
go a long w ay to  look fo r it .

The Am erican government has 
sent troops to V ietnam : le t i t  w ith ­
d raw  them from  there. As evident 
and as simple as that! B u t the 
Am erican authorities have tried  
to tu rn  things upside down. They 
demand tha t the Vietnamese 
people, the v ic tim s of aggression, 
should stop th e ir struggle fo r  na­
tiona l salvation f irs t; then, and 
only then, they, who are the ag­
gressors, w i l l  w ithd raw  th e ir own 
troops. Isn ’t  th is tantam ount to 
compelling our people to lay  dow n 
th e ir arms and surrender? I f  you 
were in  our place, you w ould  cer­
ta in ly  refuse to  com ply w ith  such 
a demand. O ur entire  people have 
taken th is  oath: "R ather death 
than slavery.”  W hatever hardships 
and sacrifices we may have to  en­
dure, however longer we may have 
to fig h t on, we are determined 
not to give way, fo r  we know  tha t 
a re tu rn  to servitude w ould mean 
one hundred, one thousand times 
more hardships and sacrifices.

Dear friends, in  the ir hearts, a ll 
Vietnamese, young and old, make 
a clear distinction between the 
Am erican aggressive clique, those 
men who have in flic ted  so many 
sufferings and so much m ourning

on us, and the Am erican people, 
our true friends/- You yourselves 
are v ic tim s of th is “ d ir ty  w ar.”  
The Johnson adm in istra tion ’s plan 
to spend an additional $15 b illio n  
on the w a r in  Vietnam, on top o f 
the $25 b illio n  already appropri­
ated, has fostered in fla tion , caused 
cutbacks on education, health and 
social spendings, and badly a f­
fected the Am erican economy and 
the life  o f the Am erican people . . .

We value h igh ly  a ll positive ac­
tions of the Am erican people and 
women aimed at ending the U.S. 
w ar of aggression against V ie t­
nam. We understand tha t i t  is 
never the w ish o f Am erican mo­
thers and w ives to tu rn  V ie t­
namese women and children in to  
w idows and orphans; likew ise, i t  
is never the w ish o f Vietnamese 
mothers and w ives to see your 
husbands and sons leaving the 
United States in  good health and 
re tu rn ing  there in  tragic coffins.

For the sake o f our tw o peoples’ 
common interests, we ca ll on you 
to engage in  s ti l l  more vigorous 
struggle —  oppose the sending of 
Am erican troops to V ietnam ; de­
mand tha t the GIs now in  V ie t­
nam be sent home; oppose the 
manufacture and transport o f 
weapons bound fo r V ietnam ; de­
mand tha t the Am erican govern­
m ent should w ithd raw  Am erican 
troops and pu t an end to its w a r 
o f aggression against Vietnam, so 
tha t the people of our tw o coun­
tries may live  in  peace and bu ild  
a happy life  fo r  our fam ilies and 
children.

W ith  cord ia l greetings,

H A  G IA N G
For the Standing Committee 
of the Central Committee of 
Vietnam  Women’s Union
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L ette rs  F ro m  O u r R ead ers
---------------- Thought for the Week --------------

The Vietnamese . . . troops have f in a lly  figu red  out how to  
f ig h t a g u e rr illa  w a r w ithou t re a lly  try ing , w h ile  a t the same tim e  
getting some extra  w a lk ing-around money. They pad the rosters. 
This means tha t in  places like  the Mekong Delta, there are phantom  
battallions ly ing  around in  th in  a ir, w h ile  Am erican money te ; 
doled out to th e ir commanders . . .  In  one such case, now under 
investigation, a Vietnamese commander padded his strength by  
30 percent and pocketed the difference .”  —  Pete H a m ill in  the 
Nov. 21 New Y ork  Post.

[Th is  column is an open fo rum  
fo r a ll viewpoints on subjects of 
general in terest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brie f. 
Where necessary they w il l  be 
abridged. W riters ’ in it ia ls  w iU  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization is given fo r  use.]

Reach GIs in Ohio
Y ellow  Springs, Ohio 

F o rty -tw o  people marched and 
leafleted on Nov. 5 in  Fairborn, 
Ohio, site o f W right-Patterson 
A ir  Force Base, in  spite o f freezing 
temperatures, sleet and snow. The 
marchers, la rge ly from  nearby 
A ntioch College, d istributed a 
lea fle t g iv ing  the facts on the 
F o rt Hood Three case, after 
m arching through Fa irborn  to the 
m ain gate of W PAFB. Slogans in ­
cluded “ Free the F o rt Hood 3” ; 
“ Free G I P o litica l Prisoners” ; and 
“ B rin g  the Troops Home Now.”  

In  spite o f elaborate security 
precautions at the base, some lea f­
lets reached enlisted men.

On Tuesday, Nov. 9, leaflets 
were passed out at polls in  Dayton, 
Ohio, stressing effects of the w ar 
on Americans and Vietnamese and 
po in ting  out tha t the only w ay to 
vote against the w a r was to abstain 
from  voting, as both parties on the 
ba llo t support the war.

P atti Wadsworth

Idea for Cartoon
Lexington, Mass. 

The p la in tive  tone w ith  which 
U.S. m ilita ry  leaders declare the ir 
desire to “ negotiate”  w ith  the ir 
Vietnamese v ic tim s i f  those victim s 
w il l  f irs t stop “ being aggressive,”  
suggests a subject fo r an effective 
cartoon:

A  shabby, determ ined-looking 
Negro, bloody and battered, strug­
g ling to his feet before a bru ta l 
g iant armed w ith  a spiked club. 
They are surrounded by a group 
o f men who look as though they 
w ould like  to protest, b u t don’t 
qu ite  dare. The g iant is appealing 
to  them: “ I  don’t  w ant to h it  h im , 
b u t he keeps on getting up!”

The a rtis t could easily iden tify  
the tw o princ ipa l characters as 
V IE T N A M  and the U N ITED  
STATES. The onlookers are the 
rest o f the capita list w orld.

The c iv il rights im plications are 
obvious and appropriate.

Michael W . Morrison

Takes Dim View
New York, N.Y. 

You may be interested in  the 
fo llow ing  le tte r w hich I  received 
from  E ric  Hass, ed itor of the 
W eekly People:

“ Dear S ir: I  am re tu rn ing  the 
poetry you submitted fo r publica­
tion  in  the Weekly People, here­
w ith . I  have jus t read an adver­
tisement in  the N ational Guardian 
in  which your name is listed 
among those who support the can­
didate fo r Governor of New Y ork  
o f the T rotskyite  Socialist W ork­
ers Party. Y our endorsement of 
th is a n ti-M a rx is t o u tf it makes you 
non persona grata [s ic ] w ith  the 
M arxian Socialist Labor Party. 
Yours fo r bona fide socialism.”

Antoni Gronowicz

Abortion Problem
San Francisco, Calif.

The largest single cause o f ma­
terna l death is c rim ina l abortion, 
a Los Angeles legal research a t­
torney reported to the American 
Public H ealth Association in  San 
Francisco th is week.

Ruth Roemer, a specialist in  
pub lic health law  at the U n ive r­
s ity  of C a liforn ia  at Los Angeles 
said tha t abortions won’t  be curbed 
u n til new laws recognize tha t so­
c ia l factors as w e ll as medical 
ones are grounds fo r  “ therapeutic 
abortions.”  Abortions account fo r 
nearly one-th ird  of the maternal 
deaths in  C aliforn ia, and one -fifth  
of a ll m aternal deaths in  America.

C rim ina l abortions, plus the 
desperate measures women use on 
themselves to end unwanted preg­
nancy, k i l l  5,000 to 10,000 women 
in  America every year. A t least 
350,000 women suffer serious com­
plications from  abortions; and 
there are probably a m illio n  to two 
m illio n  illega l abortions performed 
in  Am erica annually.

Am erican states have some of 
the most r ig id  abortion laws in  the 
w orld . The current campaign to 
libera lize laws like  C a lifo rn ia ’s 
stress the need fo r accepting med­
ical reasons in  therapeutic abor­
tions —  the dangers of b irth  de­
fects, the consequences of rape or 
incest, fo r example.

Mrs. Roemer, vice president of 
the C aliforn ia  Committee on 
Therapeutic Abortion, argued that 
social problems such as liv in g  con­
ditions, economic responsibilities 
and the number of children in a 
fam ily  should also enter the lis t 
of legal grounds fo r abortion. “ The 
law  should make abundantly clear 
tha t health is defined to include 
physical, mental and social w e ll­
being.”

The to ll of c rim ina l abortions is 
by fa r the lowest where, like  
Scandinavia, social factors are 
weighed in  the legal balance. The 
same should hold true  in  America, 
Mrs. Roemer declared.

Vilm a Sanchez

For ’Discard'
Springfie ld, Ohio

Having recently returned from  
a year’s w o rk  in  the b lack ghetto 
o f west Oakland, Calif., I  am 
fra n k ly  appalled at the po litica l 
complacence here in  Am erica’s cu l­
tu ra l h interland. The contradiction 
of w o rld  containment grows in  ab­
su rd ity  w ith  every day of con­
tinued bombing. Frustrated high 
school students in  Oakland attack 
teachers fo r not tak ing  them  seri­
ously, Franz Fanon te lls his g rim  
ta le o f a hungry w o rld  w a iting  
in  shaded alleys —  and our u n i­
vers ity  lib ra ry  sees f i t  to m ark its 
M ilita n t subscription fo r “ discard.”

Anxious about th is k ind  of in te l­
lectual m yopia —  pa rticu la rly  at 
a campus w h ich  prides itse lf upon 
w ider boundaries fo r  opinion —  I  
see no other course than to enclose 
a contribu tion  fo r another tr ia l 
M ilita n t subscription, this tim e to 
the student reading room. Cer­
ta in ly  there is room amid the fu l l-  
color g lo rifica tion  of th is sordid 
w ar in  L i/e ’s -bru ta liz ing-popcu lt- 
ag itprop-gut leve l-hate-pander-p ix

fo r the one th ing  tha t the M ilita n t 
is best at o ffering: the hopeful i f  
in frequent voice of youth chanting 
re lig iously fo r  the peace they have 
never rea lly  known.

D.B.

W ar Hysteria
Providence, K y. 

The other day I  received a le t­
te r postmarked Lou isv ille , K y . On 
opening i t  I  found a c lipp ing  o f a 
le tte r I  had w ritte n  to the Louis­
v ille  C ourier Journal protesting 
the war. On the clipp ing  was type­
w ritte n : “ Anybody against our
boys should be shot.”

This is a ll pa rt o f the same w ar 
fever tha t caused the death of 
Leo Bernard and the bombing of 
the SWP office in  New Y ork.

Unless we counteract such hys­
te ria  —  and soon —  we are in  fo r 
the same fate w hich met Germany 
in  the early ’30s.

Richard Chinn

Criticizes Forum
New York, N. Y. 

Last Saturday, I  w ent to  the 
Free (U n ive rs ity ) School Forum, 
held on the subject: “ In  the Wake 
of the Elections.”

W hile w a iting  fo r the fo rum  to 
begin, I  looked around the meeting 
room and to m y astonishment, I  
saw in  the center of the w a ll, a 
red Chinese scroll and tw o English 
strips w ith  the inscrip tion: “ Death 
to the Am erican Aggressors! We 
Hate Am erica!”  I  shrugged m y 
snoulders: I f  th is slogan represents 
indeed a crude Chinese propa-

Doing N icely —  A ll  is not u tte r 
despair fo r  ex-Gov. B row n o f C ali­
forn ia . He retires on a state pen­
sion o f $21,528 a year fo r life , 
plus cos t-o f-liv ing  increases.

That Explains That —  A  Nov. 
17 New Y ork  Times story from  
Mississippi reported tha t Roy W il­
k ins o f the N AAC P was surprising­
ly  w e ll received by w h ite  o ffic ia ls 
during  a tou r of Mississippi. In  
Canton, scene of v io len t racist ou t­
breaks, the m ayor attended a 
ra lly  fo r  W ilk ins  and jo ined in  
singing “ We Shall Overcome.”  
L a te r in  the story i t  explained: 
“ A t several places where he spoke, 
M r. W ilk ins  lashed out at ‘black 
power’ . .

Premature —  The U.S. Navy 
denied an Oakland Tribune  story 
tha t an A ir  Force bomber acciden­
ta lly  dropped a hydrogen bomb in  
Puerto Rican waters last August. 
The Navy said the bomb was jus t 
a practice one w ithou t nuclear 
m ateria l. I t  had been intended fo r 
the Island of Vieques, a Puerto 
Rican island taken over by the 
U.S. m ilita ry , bu t had fa llen  “ pre­
m ature ly.”

Takes O ff —  Enrique Gomez, 
the sole su rv ivo r when his boat 
sank en route from  Cuba to M iam i, 
walked out of a M iam i hospital 
and vanished in to  th in  a ir, ac­
cording to authorities. Gomez was 
ille g a lly  fe rry in g  42 Cubarts to 
M iam i when Hurricane Inez h it. 
A l l  42 passengers and three crew 
members perished. A  veteran “ re­
fugee runner,”  Gomez collected a 
reported $1,000 a head fo r his serv­
ice. O ffic ia ls said his disappearance 
stymies a slated probe.

Tough-Situation Dep’t —  Jack
Strauss, president o f Macy’s, is 
disappointed because customer 
service isn’t  a ll i t  could be. He says 
the problem  “ boils down to a m at­
te r o f a ttitude of the sales per­
son . . . not enough peopl« seem 
to  derive satisfaction from  serv­
ing  the customer.”  This is p a rtic ­
u la r ly  astonishing sjnce m any of 
the sales people get a good do llar

ganda, w hy  should i t  be presented 
to the Am erican public? Does 
such a slogan contribute to con­
vince Americans about the 
c rim in a lity  of the w a r in  V ietnam 
or does i t  serve on ly to satisfy the 
child ish desire o f some u ltra -le ft 
sectarians to tease th e ir fe llow  
citizens?

B u t the rea l shock started w ith  
the un fo ld ing  of the forum . The 
f irs t speaker, A llen  Krebs, the d i­
rector of the Free School, evaluat­
ed the outcome o f the elections as 
a g iant step tow ard the fu rth e r 
fascization of America. The next 
speaker, also from  the s ta ff of the 
Free School (L . L igg io ), disagreed 
w ith  th is opinion because —  ac­
cording to his understanding — 
America is already a fascist state!

James Weinstein, the independ­
ent socialist candidate in  the 19th 
d is tric t, tr ied  in  va in  to b ring  
some sanity in to  the discussion, 
po in ting  to the fact tha t fascism 
operates when the parliam entary 
system doesn’t  w ork, which is not 
the case in  America. He was an­
swered by M.S. A rnon i, tha t there 
is no parliam ent in  America. M r.

and a ha lf an hour fo r doing so.
Hear, Hear! —  A  le tte r to the 

St. Petersburgh Times commented 
on a re p r in t of a New Y ork  Times 
column by James Reston in  which 
Reston said tha t Johnson wanted 
peace in  V ietnam  bu t the problem 
was the Russians and Chinese 
d idn ’t  believe it .  The le tte r w rite r 
said, “ I  don’t  believe i t  either. The 
size o f our investments is South­
east Asia, seaports, a irfie lds, ware­
houses, branch banks, etc., indicate 
tha t we are there to stay and ex­
p lo it economically as we do in  
L a tin  Am erica. And President 
Johnson’s front-page, Texas-style 
pleas fo r peace are ju s t as phony 
as everyth ing else he to ld  us about 
V ietnam .”

Think You’ve Heard Every­
thing? —  We hope M artin  L u the r 
K in g  isn’t  upset, b u t according to 
U PI, D r. S terling Brown, president 
o f the National Conference of

A rnoni, in  support o f this thesis 
tha t the difference between l ib ­
eralism  and fascism is ve ry  vague 
and re lative, cited the phenomenon 
tha t Franco’s Spain introduced 
some social reform s w hich w ould 
be condemned as “ socialistic”  in  
America.

I t  was p e tr ify ing  to listen to such 
complete lack o f comprehension o f 
the nature o f fascism and fa ilin g  
to understand the d istinction be­
tween cap ita lis t democracy and 
fascism, rem iniscent o f the o ld 1 
S ta lin is t disastrous “ theory”  in  
p re -H itle r Germany. '

M r. A rnon i rid icu led  Weinstein 
fo r his electoral campaign, try in g  
to show tha t i t  doesn’t  m atter 
whether a socialist candidate w ins 
in  runn ing  fo r Congress or even 
fo r the W hite House, because the- 
real power is elsewhere,

I  le ft the fo rum  in  disgust —  
w ith  one proof more that, the bad 
shape o f the Am erican L e ft is not 
on ly the resu lt o f unfavorable 
outside conditions, bu t also o f the 
ineptitude o f its  confused “ teach-
ore **

Christians and Jews, opined that 
“ the c iv il-r ig h ts  movement was 
fa lte ring  because i t  had p u t its  
fa ith  in  naked power and had 
neglected the technique o f b ro ther­
hood.”  .. ,...., '

The Florida Way —  The Dade
County public defender announced 
in  M iam i tha t from  now on poor 
people who use his service w i l l  
owe fo r it. A  recent Supreme C ourt 
ru lin g  requires tha t free legal de­
fense be provided indigents in  
c rim ina l cases. From  now on, in- 
Dade County, a fee w i l l  be set fo r  
such defense and i f  the defendant 
la te r comes in to  money, legal pro­
ceedings w il l  be institu ted  to  col­
lect. He said some cases could run 
in to  thousands o f dollars.

U tilita rian  —  T iffa n y ’s offers a 
set of earrings w ith  detachable 
emerald pendants. A n  even $64,000.

—H arry Ring

I f  you  en joy  read ing  The M il i ta n t  and a re  in te res ted  in  
w h a t the  yo u n g  soc ia lis t m ovem en t is th in k in g  and do ing, 
you  w i l l  w a n t to  subscribe to  A m e ric a ’s lead ing  young  so­
c ia lis t m agazine
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N.Y. Times Slanders 
War Crimes Tribunal

A  smear campaign to discredit 
the In te rna tiona l W ar Crimes 
T ribuna l being organized by  B er­
trand  Russell was launched by the 
New Y ork Times in  its  m ain edi­
torial column, Nov. 21. “ The gro­
tesque plan fo r an ‘In ternationa l 
W ar Crimes T rib u n a l’ to ‘t r y ’ 
President Johnson fo r his V ie t­
nam polices,”  the New Y ork  Times 
states, “ is runn ing  in to  heavy 
weather as i t  deserves.”
, The reference is to the fact tha t 

fo u r of the A frica n  leaders who 
had been sponsors o f the Bertrand 
itussell Peace Foundation have 
w ithd raw n  —  undoubtedly under 
heavy pressure from  Washington. 
The New Y ork  Times quotes one 
o f these to “ prove”  tha t the T r ib ­
unal is resorting to “ tr icke ry  and 
dishonesty.”

“ The men prom oting this traves­
ty  in  the name of Lo rd  Russell 
have already convicted the United 
States in  documents issued at a 
London press conference,”  the New 
Y ork Times declares. “ I t  is the 
rankest hypocrisy to pretend that 
a ‘T ribuna l’ chosen by such men 
could de live r an ‘im partia l judg ­
ment.’

“Propaganda”
“ Such a ‘T ribuna l’ w i l l  be trea t­

ed fo r  w ha t i t  is —  a propaganda 
demonstration. I t  w i l l  have no 
standing at law  and no respectable 
antecedent, however much its 
sponsors liken  i t  to  the N urem ­
berg tr ia ls  o f Nazi leaders or the 
Dewey Commission on S ta lin ’s 
purge tr ia ls  in  the m id-n ineteen- 
th irties .”

In  order to  make th is slander 
stick, the New Y ork  Times as­
siduously avoids mentioning any 
o f the noted in te rnationa l authors, 
scholars and politic ians who are 
taking pa rt in  the T ribuna l in ­
vestigation. These include Simone 
de Beauvoir, Jean-Paul Sartre, 
Isaac Deutscher and Lázaro Cár­
denas.

Instead, they im p ly  the T ribuna l 
consists o f Lo rd  Russell, who is 
“ being used fo r  other people’s p u r-

Liberation Fight 
In Mozambique 
Gains Ground

The gue rrilla  figh ters struggling 
against Portuguese im peria lism  in  
Mozambique report tha t they have 
made considerable gains in  the 
past tw o years.

Since September, 1964, FRE- 
L IM O  [F rente de Libertagáo de 
Mozambique —  Mozambique L ib ­
era tion  F ro n t] has extended its 
activ ities from  a few districts u n til 
they now cover tw o provinces and 
parts  o f tw o others. From  barely 
“ a couple o f hundred well-trained, 
poorly-equipped guerrillas,”  the 
organization declares, the figh ting  
force has grown “ to more than
7,000 well-tra ined, thoroughly pol­
itic ized and fa ir ly  well-equipped 
freedom fighters.”

The semi-liberated areas include 
a population of more than 800,000 
Mozambicans. In  the conduct of 
a ffa irs  perta in ing to government, 
they now recognize FR E LIM O  in ­
stead o f the Portuguese offic ia ls.

When the struggle began, “ FRE- 
L IM O ’s m ain preoccupation was 
to tra in  its  many thousands of 
m ilitan ts  in  clandestine po litica l 
w o rk ”  and to establish m ilita ry  
un its  in  as many parts of Mozam­
bique as possible. Today, the or­
ganization “ must also w o rry  about 
the day-to-day a ffa irs  of the c iv il­
ian population, especially in  l ib ­
erated areas of the country, where 
hundreds of thousands of the A f r i ­
can people look to the organiza­
tio n  fo r  a ll services norm ally  
provided by a government.”

Cleveland Authorities Seek 
To Frame-Up Black Militants

Bertrand Russell

poses,”  and “ the fanatica l an ti- 
American, Ralph Schoneman,”  the 
secretary o f the Russell Founda­
tion, who is m aking Russell in to 
“ a mere stooge o f a b itte r pro­
pagandist.”  Russell, according to 
the New Y ork  Times, was “ led on”  
to read a statement at the recent 
T ribuna l press conference, and 
“ led away w ithou t tak ing  ques­
tions.”

I t  is only because the American 
press as a whole, and the New  
Y o rk  Times notably, have been 
serv ile ly  fo llow ing  W ashington’s 
command to keep silent on the 
W ar Crimes T ribuna l, tha t the 
New Y ork Times could conceiv­
ably attem pt to  po rtray Lo rd  Rus­
sell as a dottering old stooge, and 
the supporters o f the T ribuna l as 
fanatics.

Russell Answers
I t  is absolutely true  tha t the 

W ar Crimes T ribuna l has already 
“ taken sides”  on the question of 
the U.S. barbarism  in  V ietnam  —  
and so have the serious human­
ita rian  masses o f the w orld.The 

'position could no t have been put 
more eloquently than by Bertrand 
Russell h im self in  a le tte r to P h ilip  
Toynbee on the question published 
in the Oct. 21 New Statesman:

“ W hy should we equivocate 
about the monstrous in justice in ­
volved in  the U.S. crim e against 
a small people?”  Russell asks. 
“ W hy should the Jews, shovelled 
in to  gas chambers, su ffe r also the 
disgraceful m ora l ambivalence of 
those w ho sought jus tifica tion  fo r 
Nazi barbarism?

Not Two Sides
“ There are not tw o sides in V ie t­

nam. José M a rti said: ‘He who 
witnesses a crime in  silence, com­
m its it . ’ ‘We,’ said Eichmann, ‘only 
provide the lorries.’ M a rti and 
Eichmann man the barricades of 
a m oral divide, and between them 
such even as M r. P h ilip  Toynbee 
must choose. V ietnam is an acid 
test fo r th is  generation o f West­
ern intellectuals.”

This stand w il l  in  no way im ­
pa ir the a b ility  o f the T ribuna l 
to make a solemn in q u iry  in to  the 
V ietnam  w ar, and establish the 
facts about tha t w ar. The New 
Y ork Times, i f  i t  is rea lly  w orried 
th a t the T ribuna l w i l l  be “ one­
sided,”  should urge the U.S. gov­
ernment to accept the T ribuna l’s 
inv ita tion  to send representatives 
to the T ribuna l to present the gov­
ernm ent’s “ side.”

By Eric Reinthaler
C LEVELAN D  —  The Cuyahoga 

County Grand Ju ry  returned in ­
dictments against eight Negro 
youths Nov. 16 on charges rang­
ing from  assault to firebom bing. 
Several of those indicted have 
been prom inently  associated w ith  
the J “ F ” K  (Jomo Freedom K en- 
ya tta ) House, a neighborhood 
youth center organized by black 
m ilitants.

Among the eight is H a rle ll 
Jones, a J “ F ” K  House leader who 
had been fired  from  his job  as a 
c ity  employe earlie r th is  year. 
Jones had been before an earlie r 
County Grand Ju ry  im m ediately 
a fte r the Hough area ghetto out­
break in  Ju ly . That Grand Ju ry  
fa iled to  re turn  any indictments, 
but did issue a whitewash report 
absolving the c ity  adm inistration 
and police from  any responsib ility 
fo r the Hough outbreak. Instead, 
the County Grand Ju ry  attempted 
to blame “ outside agitators”  fo r 
the ghetto uprising.

Also Indicted
Another Negro indicted was 

P h ilip  M orris, also one of the 
youth leaders o f the J “ F ” K  group.

Im m ediate ly a fte r the earlie r 
Grand Ju ry  whitewash report, 
local c iv il-r ig h ts  organizations, 
spearheaded by CORE, organized 
a “ citizens grand ju ry ”  to hold 
public hearings on conditions and 
problems in  Hough. Jones and a 
num ber o f others associated w ith  
J “ F ” K  activities testified before 
th is citizens group and detailed 
police misconduct before and d u r­

ing  the Hough events. Last month, 
the citizens grand ju ry  released 
th e ir report on Hough, challeng­
ing the County Grand Ju ry  w h ite ­
wash, de ta iling  conditions o f ghet­
to l ife  in  Hough and placing the 
responsib ility in  large measure on 
the c ity  adm inistration and the po­
lice department.

Each of the eight indicted tha t 
have been arrested to  date have 
had bond set at $8,000.00. So far, 
H a rle ll Jones is the on ly one who 
has been released on bond because 
o f d iff ic u lty  in  securing bail-bond 
funds. Jones is represented by A t­
torneys Rodney Coleman and 
H aro ld  Weinstein. Coleman, a Ne­
gro lawyer, has represented de­
fendants in  various loca l- c iv il-  
righ ts cases in  the past in  behalf 
o f CORE, N AAC P and other

U.S. ‘Advisers’ in Thailand 
Playing Stepped-Up Role

P artic ipation of U.S. m ilita ry  
“ advisers”  in  a n ti-gue rrilla  com­
bat in  Thailand is escalating in  a 
way tha t is s tr ik in g ly  s im ila r to  
the development o f U.S. involve­
ment in  Vietnam.

A  Nov. 19 AP  dispatch from  
Bangkok, Thailand, revealed tha t 
U.S. helicopters and “ advisers”  
are helping the Thai government 
battle  a “ Com m unist-led”  guerrilla  
force. O f course, as was the case 
in  Vietnam, the report hastily  adds 
tha t the “ advisers”  are helping 
“ w ithou t getting involved in  actual 
figh ting .”

Based on anonymous “ re liable 
in form ation,”  the A P  dispatch said 
tha t Am erican support fo r  the 
Thai government forces has been 
going on fo r some tim e and tha t 
Americans are in  the fie ld  as bat­
ta lion  “ advisers.”  “ Advisers”  
sometimes go along w ith  govern­
ment forces seeking out guerrillas 
in  the country ’s northeast region.

The unnamed “ inform ants”  also 
disclosed tha t Am erican-pilo ted 
helicopters are a ir - l if t in g  Thai 
counter-insurgency forces . in to  
battle.

“ I t  is demonstrable tha t many 
o f the obstacles to change w hich 
have been a ttribu ted  to human 
nature are in  fact due to the in e r­
tia  o f institu tions and to the vo l­
un tary desire o f pow erfu l classes 
to m ainta in the existing status.”  
—John Dewey.

Tricky Reds
“When we have beaten the 

Arm y of north Vietnam and 
the main-force battalions of 
the V iet Cong, we have simp­
ly won the opportunity to get 
at the heart of the matter, 
which is more than 150,000 
terrorist guerrillas highly or­
ganized throughout the coun­
try  and looking exactly like  
civilians.” H e n r y  C a b o t  
Lodge, Nov. 21, .1966.

I t  had previously been reported 
tha t U.S. “ advisers”  are also 
tra in ing  Thai government forces.

D uring  Johnson’s Southeast 
Asian tour, the Thai monarchy 
organized a splendorous reception 
fo r  h im . In  re turn , i t  was an­
nounced tha t U.S. m ilita ry  aid to 
Thailand w ould be increased by a 
thum ping 50 percent.

Expressing the grow ing fear tha t 
Thailand may become another 
Vietnam, New Y ork Post corre­
spondent Pete H a m ill w rote  from  
Bangkok, Oct. 29:

“ The U.S. now  has 32,000 f ig h t­
ing men in  Thailand, w hich is
9,000 more than we had in  south 
V ietnam  in  January, 1965. Some 
80 percent of a ll the bombing of 
north  V ietnam  and the Ho Chi 
M inh  T ra il in  Laos comes from  six 
Thai bases. We have Special 
Forces men here tra in ing  the Thais 
in  gue rrilla  warfare. We are bu ild ­
ing  a g iant $500,000,000 sea-air 
base at Sattahip w ith  a landing 
strip  tha t w il l  accommodate B-52s. 
We have already poured more 
than a b illio n  dollars in  economic 
and m ilita ry  aid in to  the country, 
and are donating more at the rate 
of $100,000,000 a year.”

Another w ay in  w h ich  Thailand 
may f i t  in to  Johnson’s pattern of 
escalation in  Southeast Asia was 
pointed to by Mohammed Has- 
senein Heikel, in flu e n tia l editor 
of the Cairo El Abram , and con­
fid a n t o f President Nasser. He 
declared on Oct. 28 tha t he had 
received in fo rm ation  tha t the U.S. 
is m aking “ nuclear preparations”  
in  Thailand. This, he said, is os­
tensibly aimed at “ deterring”  the 
People’s Republic of China from  
offe ring  more vigorous backing to 
the Vietnamese freedom fighters.

groups. W einstein is one o f a num ­
ber from  Cleveland’s c iv il- lib e rtie s  
com m unity who protested the clos­
ing  of the J “ F ” K  center by the 
c ity  health department th is sum­
mer.

Shortly a fte r his release on 
bond Thursday, Jones stated: “ The 
power structure is try in g  to make 
me a scapegoat because I ’ve been 
ta lk ing  pub lic ly  a ll over Cleve­
land, in  and out o f the ghetto, 
about Hough problems and who is 
responsible fo r  them. This arrest 
has on ly encouraged me to t r y  to 
exp la in  to more and more people 
tha t th is system w ith  its newspa­
pers, police and courts, is try in g  to 
do a job  on m yself and other black 
m ilitan ts. The press, through its 
headline scare tactics, is pu tting  
us in  the position o f being g u ilty  
u n til proven innocent. Just th is 
week, 12 years a fte r the news­
papers here in  Cleveland ‘con­
victed’ Sam Sheppard o f murder, 
D r. Sam was f in a lly  found inno­
cent. People are 'ge tting  fed up 
w ith  tr ia ls  by newspaper.”

Election Leaflets
Jones pointed out tha t on elec­

tion day, he and several o f the 
others arrested together w ith  over 
100 black youth picketed at v a r i­
ous po lling  places and d is tribu ted  
leaflets urg ing  voters no t to sup­
port “ power structure”  and “ Uncle 
Tom ”  candidates.

“ W hile  in  the county ja il , ”  Jones 
added, “ I  met s ix black youths, 
a ll o f whom were ja iled  fo r  re ­
fusing to go to Vietnam. B lack 
men don’t  w ant to fig h t in  V ie t­
nam. They don’t  w ant to fig h t  
a w hite  man’s w ar.”

The press hysteria around the 
indictm ents was added to  by  a 
departure from  usual arrest p ro ­
cedures a fte r the re tu rn  o f an in ­
dictment. The arrest o f Jones, at 
his present place of employment, 
was made personally b y  the chief 
o f the Cleveland police depart­
ment subversive squad, Sgt. John 
Ungvary.

U.S. Army Service 
Rejected by Many 
Puerto Rican Youth

Declarations o f opposition to be­
ing drafted fo r service in  the U.S. 
armed forces and being sent to 
Vietnam  are p iling  up in  Puerto 
Rico.

The Oct. 30 issue of Claridad, 
the w eekly publication of the 
Movement fo r Puerto Rican In ­
dependence, listed the names of 
more than 600 who have signed a 
statement th a t they w il l  not serve 
in  the “ armed forces o f the U nited 
States under any circumstances.”

Through th is action, the state­
ment said, the signers expressed 
th e ir repudiation o f “ the tyran­
nical law  o f compulsory m ilita ry  
service, which, as pa rt o f the 
colonial subjugation o f our coun­
try , N orth  Am erican im peria lism  
imposes on Puerto Rican youth.”

“ We a ff irm  in  addition,”  con­
tinues the statement, “ our solidar­
ity  w ith  and support fo r the heroic 
struggle w hich the N ational L ib ­
eration F ron t of south V ietnam  is 
waging fo r national independence, 
neu tra lity , peace and national 
sovereignty.

“ As evidence o f our determ ina­
tion, we are ready to face a ll the 
consequences, sustained by the 
knowledge tha t our stand is com­
p le te ly princip led and m ora lly  
jus tified .”

C laridad  reports tha t many oth­
ers are adding the ir signatures.


