A socialist
analysis
of the
elections:

What happenedto Nixon’s

‘great silent majority’?

By BARRY SHEPPARD

The 1970 election campaigns and the results at the polls
underscore the fact that under the capitalist two-party system
elections give a highly distorted reflection of the real political
processes occurring in the country.

Someone following the contest from abroad would never
know from what went on in the elections that there is a
growing, militant women’s liberation movement in this coun-
try; that there is a deepening determination by Black and
Brown people to win their liberation; that there is a highly
radicalized student movement and deep-rooted opposition
to the war; that increasing numbers of Americans are for
the first time questioning a system responsible for the host
of social evils confronting them. None of these profound
developments were able to find any serious expression in a
capitalist-rigged two-party setup.

Because the capitalist class wields a virtual political mo-
nopoly through their firm control of both major parties, it
was possible for the contending aspirants for public office
to ignore or bury the important issues of the day. It is within
the framework of this political reality that the election results
should be discussed.

First, it should be noted that the much heralded ‘‘shift to
the right” among the American people, which the pundits
assured would be registered at the polls, failed to materialize.

On the key question of the war in Southeast Asia, there was
a virtual conspiracy to keep the issue out of the elections.

Supporters of Nixon avoided public advocacy of military
victory in their campaigns. Instead, they backed Nixon’s
phony “‘peace” offer of a cease-fire and slow withdrawals of
troops—a plan designed to disarm antiwar forces in the
country while Washington continues its aggression in South-
east Asia.

The ‘“‘dove’ capitalist politicians likewise covered up for
Nixon on the war, giving his “peace plan” a stamp of legit-
imacy. There was almost no way for antiwar sentiment to
be registered in the elections, not even through the highly
distorted form of a vote for ““dove’ capitalist politicians.

This fact makes the results of the referendums on the war
in San Francisco, Detroit and Massachusetts particularly
significant. Especially in San Francisco and Detroit, where
unambiguous positions for the immediate withdrawal of all
U.S. troops from Vietnam were voted up or down, the ma-
jority vote against the war indicates that antiwar sentiment
continues to develop and is very deep in the country.

The referendums show that Nixon’s “silent majority” for
the war doesn’t exist. The antiwar referendums are even more
significant when one takes into account the fact that the rolls,
of registered voters do not accurately reflect the social weight
of young people, Blacks and Browns—that is, those most
strongly against the war.

The referendums also knock into a cocked hat the theory
that the working people are for the war, an image the admin-

(Continued on page 8)
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Gls encouraged by Oct. 31 actions

Antiwar sentiment

growing in ranks

Ft. Polk, La.

While thousands marched against
the war on Oct. 31, GIs here at Ft.
Polk were forced to watch a "firepow-
er" demonstration of weapons used in
Vietnam. While civilians around the
country denounced U.S. imperialist in-
volvement in Southeast Asia, the brass
showed us and their Democratic and
Republican guests how to make the
war even more "efficient.”

Although GIs are in a sensecaptives,
we are not immune to the antiwar
sentiment which exists in this country.
In fact, we are probably the single
sector of society most opposed to the
war. Yet GIs must be reached and
mobilized if we are to put an end to
imperialist ventures once and for all.

Each antiwar demonstration assures
GIs that efforts are being made to end
this war. Each mobilization brings an
awareness to greater numbers of our
brothers in uniform that they have the
power to do something about it. 4

I wish to personally thank the civil-
ian antiwar movement for its efforts
thus far, and to urge them to double
their efforts in the future— especially
in reaching GIs. To those civilians
who are tired of marching and who
consider demonstrations a thing of

J.Edgar Hoover
claims the YSA
“is today the
largest and best
organized youth
group in leftwing
radicalism.”
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the past, I can say only one thing:
GIs are tired of marching, too —
through the rice paddies of Vietnam,
crushing a struggle for self-determina-
tion. Out now!

Pvt. Edmund Jurenas

Another subscription seller

Philadelphia, Pa.

I would like to sell subs. Set my
quota for now at five. List the area
on the scoreboard as Coopersburg,
Pa.

I'm a member of the Penn SMC
and I want to thank you for the great
antiwar-movement coverage you have.

S.E.

Question about photos

New York, N.Y.
No photo credits were given for
three particularly interesting pictures
in last week's Militant. Who took the
front page photo of the GI military
band leading the antiwar parade in
New York, the photo of Trotsky's
home in Mexico, and the shot of the
individual sleeping under a copy of
The Militant?
J. R.
[All three photo credit lines were
dropped by mistake. Howard Petrick
took the front page photo. The sleeper
originally appeared in the Dayton
Daily News; he was found on the
Columbus statehouse lawn on Oct. 31.
The photo from Coyoacan, Mexico,
was taken by Joseph Hansen, one of
Trotsky's secretaries, shortly after
Trotsky's assassination. Moreover, we
erroneously identified the photo as a
view of Trotsky's home. It was, in
fact, the view from inside the watch-
tower on the roof of Trotsky's home,
showing a portion of the patio and
the garage. — Editor]

Protest imprisonment

of lranian writers

Cambridge, Mass.

Early last spring Feraydoun Ton-
kaboni, a contemporary writer of
Iran, was arrested because of the pub-
lication of his book, Notes of a Tur-
bulent City. In this book he made
direct and indirect criticism of the Ira-
nian government and the Shah's re-
gime.

Several members of the Association
of Iranian Writers and Artists (AIWA)
signed a letter protesting his imprison-
ment and sent it to the prime minister
as well as to the press. The response
of the government was the arrest of a
number of signers, including M. A. Se-
panloo, Naser Rahmani-Nejad and
M. A. Beh Azeen. The first two were
released after a while but Beh Azeen,

accused of being the author of the
letter, is still in jail.

F. Tonkaboni is presently free after
having finished his six-month sentence.
But circulation of a second letter pro-
testing Beh Azeen's detainment resulted
in the rearrest of Sepanloo and Rah-
mani-Nejad. Other members of AIWA
who signed the protest letters face simi-
lar harassment.

We protest these arrests as a direct
violation of basic freedom of expres-
sion and as a denial of human rights.
We request the release of these pris-
oners and a public explanation of their
arrests.

Statements of support and donations
can be sent to P.O. Box 82, Cam-
bridge, Mass. 02138.

Committee to Defend
Iranian Political Prisoners

Group seeks to publicize

U.S. prison conditions

New York, N.Y.

The Fortune Society has as its basic
purpose to create a greater public
awareness of the prison system in
America today. We also hope to help
the public realize the problems and
complexities confronted by the inmates
— during their incarceration and when
they rejoin society.

The Fortune Society does this by
sending out teams of speakers (ex-
convicts) to school, church and civic
groups and on radio and television.
We want to relate first-hand experi-
ence of prison life and help to create
a greater understanding of the causes
of crime in America.

Donations and requests for speakers
or literature can be sent to Fortune
Society, 1545 Broadway, Suite 603,
New York, N. Y. 10036.

David Rothenberg
Executive Secretary

Suggests warmer clime

for capitalists

Costa Mesa, Calif.

One of the most amazing things to
me is that we have let capitalism sur-
vive this long.

Capitalists have raped our forests
and polluted the lakes and rivers with
their waste. They have taken over the
oceanfronts as private property. They
have spilled oil in the tidelands. In re-
turn, society gets unemployment, high
taxes, inflation, and wars to protect
the capitalists' counterparts around
the world. They promote racism to
keep the workers divided.

I believe the young people and the
exploited men and women of this coun-
try are about to send capitalism to
hell.

Raul Y. Rodrigues

Questions Quebecois goal
of French unilingualism

New York, N.Y.

Quebec may be "an entire nation of
hostages kidnapped three hundred
years ago" (Militant, Oct. 23). But,
unfortunately, the fact remains that
both captors and captives saw noth-
ing wrong in robbing the Indians and
Eskimos of their land, customs, and
ultimately their civilizations. To fur-
ther impose French unilingualism (i.e.
French or Quebecois domination)
upon the Indians and Eskimos would
simply mean adding one more to the
already countless injustices inflicted
upon the only truly native people of
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what is now known as Canada.

The suspension of civil liberties and
especially the manner in which this
was achieved in Quebec is, of course,
deplorable. And yet, it may serve as
a reminder to many [people] of the
much longer and infinitely more cruel
treatment red men have received at the
hands of all whites. No country on
this continent can have any claim to
legitimacy unless it resolves to undo
some of those injustices. Perhaps an
independent Quebec could become the
first state in North America to truly
represent the interests of all its resi-
dents.

W.M.

[For a revolutionary socialist view
on the right of Canadian Indians to
self-determination, a 30-cent pam-
phlet entitled Red Power in Canada
may be ordered from Vanguard Pub-
lications, 334 Queen St. W., Toronto
2B, Ontario. For a discussion on the
question of unilingualism in Quebec,
see the article by Arthur Young print-
ed in this issue. — Editor]

New border for Quebec

Montreal, Quebec

Congratulations on your excellent
coverage of the crisis in Quebec in
your Oct. 30 issue.

I was particularly struck by your
page one photo entitled "In occupied
Quebec.”" The building silhouetted be-
hind the soldier is unmistakably that
of Canada's parliament in Ottawa—
a mile on the Ontario side of the Que-
bec border.

A particular irony of Trudeau's war

measures has been the sealing off of
the borders of Quebec by police and
army checkpoints. The federal gov-
ernment, dedicated to the "unity" of
capitalist Canada, has recognized in
its unique way the existence of a Que-
becois nation! And as your photo indi-
cates, Ottawa seems to be defined as
part of Quebec for purposes of the
war measures act.
- Revolutionaries who support Quebec
independence, for their part, have nev-
er accepted Quebec's present borders.
Large areas adjacent to Quebec have
a majority French-speaking popula-
tion. As for Ottawa — half its popula-
tion and the majority of its workers
are French-speaking.

Was your caption in error—or an
inspired prediction?

J. Martin

[With all due apologies to our Cana-
dian readers especially, the caption
was an error. — Editor]
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YSA to hold national convention D

By LEE SMITH

NEW YORK — The Young Socialist
Alliance, the nation's largest and fast-
est growing radical youth organiza-
tion, will hold the biggest convention
in its 10-year history next month. The
national office of the YSA expects be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500 delegates and
observers to attend the Tenth Nation-
al Young Socialist Convention at New
York's Manhattan Center Dec. 27-31.

Young Socialist conventions make
the decisions about what the revolu-
tionary-socialist wing of the youth rad-
icalization will do with its energies
in the coming year, based on an as-
sessment of the developing political
situation and an evaluation of the
past year's experiences. The conven-
tion next month will discuss the growth
of the mass movements for Black lib-
eration, for Chicano liberation, for
women's liberation, and against the
war in Southeast Asia during 1970
and map plans for young socialist
participation in the building of these
movements toward further victories in
1971.

The Young Socialist National Con-
vention will also hear a report on
revolutionary developments in other
countries. Revolutionaries from many
nations will be attending.

In addition to the main sessions,
there will be a number of other pro-
grams during the five days of the
convention.

This year marks the thirtieth anni-
versary of the assassination of Leon
Trotsky. A special point at the con-
vention will be devoted to recalling
the role this great revolutionary
played in the struggle for socialism
and the role his ideas are playing
today in the world revolutionary
movement.

Another feature of the convention
will be a program organized around
the theme of the tenth anniversary
of the founding of the YSA.

Special workshops and panels will
also take place dealing with the de-
fense of the Arab revolution, the de-
fense of Latin American revolution-
aries, and a variety of other topics.

The convention will be open to rad-
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ical young people interested in attend-
ing. The resolutions which will be dis-
cussed and voted on are available to
anyone interested. These resolutions
are: political resolution, Chicano
struggle resolution, Black struggle res-
olution, women's liberation resolution
and antiwar resolution. They are
available from the YSA national of-
fice and YSA locals around the coun-
try for 25 cents apiece.

The convention will be the largest
and most significant gathering of its
kind to take place during the coming
year, and the YSA national office ex-
pects many young radicals who are
not members of the YSA to come to
observe and participate. Many of the
special programs will be open to the
participation of nondelegates, and the
delegates' sessions are open for others
to observe without voice.

National Chairwoman Susan La-
Mont also expects more YSAers than
ever before to attend "because there
are more YSAers than there ever were
before.” The YSA has been on a re-
cruitment campaign since the middle
of September. According to LaMont,
several hundred new YSAers have
joined during the last two months.
"More than that will probably join
between now and the convention,” she
said, "because of the Socialist Educa-
tional Conferences taking placearound
the country at which many who have
met the YSA in action this fall will
decide to join."

The YSA's National Executive Com-
mittee has chartered seven new locals
of the YSA since the recruitment cam-
paign began, and accepted more than
50 members-at-large in areas where
no locals yet exist. But the biggest
growth has been in those areas where
locals already exist, according to La-
Mont.

"Some of the most outstanding gains
have been made by relatively new
locals, such as Binghamton, New
York, Portland, Oregon, and Houston,
Texas,” LaMont said.

The majority of YSA members will
attend the convention, as well as hun-
dreds of other young radicals from
the campuses who want to get a first-
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O1 want to join the YSA.

Box 471 Cooper Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10003

OPlease send me information on the convention.

OEnclosed is $1.25 for the convention resolutions. Clip and Send to YSA, P.O.

hand look at how a revolutionary
organization decides its political line.

YSA locals are organizing chartered
buses and other transportation for the
convention. Information on this as-
pect of the convention arrangements

as well as housing and registration
can be obtained by writing to the
YSA national office at P. 0. Box 471,
Cooper Station, New York, N.Y.
10003, or by contacting the YSA in
your area.

Young socialists win in two student government races

NOV. 9 — Students running on
young socialist platforms have recent-
ly won campus elections in Chicago
and Austin.

Four of seven young socialist can-
didates were elected to the Student Gov-
ernment Assembly at the University

LENIN-HEGEL Number
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Lenin’s Philosophy,” by P. Pic-
cone.

"Lenin & Luxemberg: Negation in
Theory & Praxis,” by R.Jacoby.

"Concept of Praxis in Hegel,”” by
Paolo Gambazzi.

“"Anthropology, Dialectics and
Phenomenology in Hegel,” by
E. Paci.

96pp, 75¢. Or $5/year (10 num-

bers), including free copy ofclas-
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fargue, The Right To Be Llazy.
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53703.

of Illinois Circle Campus Oct. 28-29.
All four are members of the Young
Socialist Alliance. Of the slate of sev-
en, four had been endorsed by the
Chicago Illini, the student newspaper.

Those elected were Carol Burke of
the campus Women's Liberation
group, who received the highest vote
of any candidate; Gilberto DeLeon of
the Latin American Student Union;
Bill Rayson, staff member of the Stu-
dent Mobilization Committee; and Joe
Callahan, chairman of Young Social-
ist Campaigners.

The candidates' platform contained
three main planks:

® An end to campus complicity with
the Viethnam war and use of univer-
sity facilities to reach out to involve
labor, GIs, Blacks and Chicanos in
the fight to end it;

® Support for the demands of the
women's liberation movement. These
include university distribution of birth-
control information and materials, a
free day-care center and a women's

study department, both to be con-
trolled by the women involved;

® Open admissions for Blacks and
Latin Americans and the establish-
ment of Black and Latin study pro-
grams to be controlled by a commit-
tee of the students, faculty and com-
munity members involved.

At the University of Texas in Au-
stin, YSAer Derek Jeffers was recent-
ly elected to the legislative body of
the student government on a similar
platform. He placed third out of a
total of 19 candidates.

Socialist educational conferences slated

Regional educational conferences
sponsored by the Young Socialist Al-
liance and the Socialist Workers Par-
ty are now being planned for the last
two weeks of November in cities across
the country.

The dates of nine of these confer-
ences have already been decided.
Cleveland and Atlanta will host
regional conferences on Nov. 14-15.
Washington, D.C., Boston, Austin,
Houston and New York will hold con-
ferences on Nov. 20-22. Philadelphia
and Los Angeles will have education-
al conferences on November 27-28.

Among the topics scheduled for

many areas are the Palestinian revo-
lution, nationalism and self-determina-
tion, perspectives for the antiwar move-
ment, women's liberation, perspectives
for the American revolution, Marxism
vs. terrorism, and the campus rad-
icalization.

In addition to educational discus-
sions, the conferences are also sched-
uling workshops to discuss specific
areas of activity such as literature
sales, finances, Third World struggles,
women's liberation movement, build-
ing the YSA convention, lessons of
the SWP election campaigns and other
topics.

The International Socialist Review,
the magazine of socialist theory and
education in the United States, has
offered its full cooperation to the edu-
cational conferences and will be pro-
viding speakers from its staff for some
of the gatherings.

Individuals interested in attending
the YSA-SWP regional educational
conferences should contact the nearest
center (see listing on page 18); or
should write to the YSA national of-
fice, Box 471, Cooper Station, New
York, N.Y. 10003; or SWP, 873
Broadway, New. York, N.Y. 10003.
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Protest grows
on detention of
Angela Davis

NOV. 10 —After a court order
forced New York City prison offi-
cials to release Angela Davis from
solitary confinement in the Wom-
en's House of Detention, the next
day, Nov. 6, her attorneys filed a
petition for a writ of habeas cor-
pus.

The petition states in part: "The
California complaint and affidavit
which purport to charge [Angela
Davis] with the crime of murder
and kidnapping do not furnish
probable cause that she committed
said crime.

"Petitioner [Angela Davis] has
been and is the object of persecu-
tion by the governor and authori-
ties of the state of California who,
because of her membership in the
Communist Party and her political
opinions and beliefs, caused her to
be ousted from her post as assis-
tant professor of philosophy at the
University of California and have
now caused her to be charged with
murder and kidnapping. To per-
mit her to be extradited to Califor-
nia under these circumstances and
on the insubstantial showing made
in the requisition would constitute
a violation of the First and Four-
teenth Amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States and a
flagrant denjal of due process of
law."

A hearing on the writ will be
held Friday, Nov. 20, in New
York Supreme Court at Foley
Square.

The New York Committee to
Free Angela Davis is calling for
a mass demonstration in front of
the courthouse on that day.

Meanwhile, on Saturday, Nov.
7, several hundred persons at-
tended a reception at the Harlem
branch of the Young Women's
Christian Association. Speakers
included Angela's sister, Fania
Jordan; Alice Graham of the Na-
tional Conference of Black Law-
yers; Martha Davis of the Harlem
Drug Fighters; Afeni Shakur of the
Black Panther Party; and Charlene
Mitchell of the Communist Party.
The meeting was sponsored by
Black Women for the Freedom of
Angela Davis.
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A Black Women's Study Group has
just been formed in Riverside, Cali-
fornia, based on the campus of the
University of California at Riverside.
According to a statement by the group,
its purpose is "to create a group easily
mobilized; to draw attention to and
solve specific problems of Black wom-
en; and to formulate and present study
papers for the purpose of intellectual
growth and use in clarifying our posi-
tion in the future.”" The activities of
the group have so far included an
open meeting on the relation between
feminism and the Black struggle, and
organizing a contingent of Third
World women for the Oct. 31 antiwar
demonstration.

* * *

The Central Committee of the Young
Lords Party, a Puerto Rican organi-
zation, has recently issued a position
paper on women. Pointing out that
Puerto Rican women are often victim-
ized by the machismo (male suprem-
acy) of Latin culture, the Young Lords
urge their female members to get in-
volved in women's liberation. "Puerto
Rican and Black women make up
over half of the revolutionary army,
and in the struggle for national libera-
tion they must press for the equality
of women; the women's struggle is
the revolution within the revolution."

The statement also acknowledges the
active roie Puerto Rican women have
played in history. Women such as the
nationalist poet of the 1860s, Lola
Rodriquez de Tio, who fought for
women's rights and in defiance of tra-
dition cut her hair short, are even
more left out of history than the Susan
B. Anthonys.

Recognizing that if Puerto Rican
women are to become active outside
the home they will need free, 24-hour
child care, the Young Lords support
that demand. An important part of
the statement deals with the genocidal
sterilization which the Young Lords
say is forced on one out of every
three Puerto Rican women, often with-
out their knowledge. Support is given
to the demand for community-con-
trolled birth control and abortion clin-
ics.

* * *

Before the feminist movement, wom-

en didn't notice it when words such as

Denver male ‘reactors’ evoke reaction
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Women’s liberation notes

Liberation News"Servlce photo

Funeral march for Young Lord Julio Roldan, who N.Y. cops said

““committed suicide’’ in cell.

manpower, chairman, and mankind
were used to describe us. But the con-
sciousness-raising that has been so
much a part of women's liberation
has awakened us to the sexism which
has thoroughly penetrated the lan-
guage we use.

For example, why is there a team-
ster, but no teamstress; seamstress,
yet no seamster? Why are there career
girls, but no career boys; wrestlers
and then lady wrestlers? Why are fe-
male twins called fraternal twins?

To combat this, some feminists are

Black women hold liberation forum

By CARRIE JASIN

DENVER—A Nov. 4 women's lib-
ération forum here was sponsored by
a predominantly Black Denver church,
New Hope Baptist.

The audience of over 100, the vast
majority of whom were Black women,
listened to a lively panel discussion
based on Robin Morgan's new book,
Sisterhood Is Powerful. Four of the
six panelists were Black women speak-
ing on the welfare system, women of
China, women's liberation in the high
schools, and the psychological oppres-
sion of women.

The other two panelists were white
women representing the racism collec-
tive of Denver Women's Liberation.
They spoke on the objectives and his-
tory of the women's liberation move-
ment.

Also part of the program was a
panel of three male "reactors" who
gave their comments after the women
spoke.

The Black chairwoman opened the
meeting by asking the audience to
seat themselves according to their be-

liefs in one of three sections of the
room — "for the women's liberation
movement,” "undecided,” or "against."
At the beginning, many women sat in
the "agfinst" and "undecided" sections.
Everyone, however, was encouraged
to switch sections if they had a change
of mind during the discussion.

One of the most interesting presen-
tations was on the welfare system.
Ernestine Gipson, a social worker,
stated that welfare reinforces the role
of women as child supporter and
homemaker, while the welfare system
acts as a "substitute man." If you think
domination by a husband is bad, she
said, you can imagine being domi-
nated by the Welfare Department. The
Welfare Department views poverty as
the fault of the individual woman, thus
creating intense guilt feelings.

The church organist, after giving a
brief history of women in China, con-
cluded her remarks by saying, "Wom-
en, if we band together we can even
overthrow a government."

One reactor, a Black man who is

assistant to the chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Denver, was napping during
the panel discussion. He awoke to
entertain the audience by uttering such
profundities as the statement that he
wanted his wife to wear a bra, panties,
and slip at all times. "What will happen
to the moral code if the marriage cer-
emony is done away with?" he asked.
As the Black male reactors gave
their negative views on the women's
liberation movement, a sizable num-
ber of women transferred to the "sup-
port for women's liberation" section
of the room. This happened especially
after one male stated that child-care
centers were like putting children in
concentration camps and that the birth
control pill was making public proper-

ty out of women, when they should be

private property.

Since the male reactors took up
much of the time scheduled for ques-
tions from the audience, and because
of the wide interest in the subject, the
sponsors -of the program are consid-
ering conducting another women's lib-
eration forum.

writing women back into language.

Varda One, a feminist from Los
Angeles, calls sexist language "man-
glish" and has developed this idea
in the women's liberation newspaper
Everywoman (6516 W. 83 St, Los
Angeles, Calif. 90045). In her last
column, Varda points out that al-
though feminist "euphemisms" can help
to raise people's consciousness about
the sexist nature of many words, they
do not change the reality those words
reflect. To call history "herstory” does
not correct the fact that we have been
left out of it. She gives an example:
"If a man says to me, 'Now I'm going
to talk man to man with you,' stops
and realizes what this supposed com-
pliment is, then corrects himself to
say 'really level with you,' nothing
changes if inside his mind I am still
an inferior person known as a wom-

an."
* ] *

A victory for the demands of the
women's liberation movement was
won at the August convention of the
American Federation of Teachers held
in Pittsburgh. At the urging of a cau-
cus of all women delegates, the con-
vention passed resolutions calling for
day-care centers for the children of
AFT members as well as community
residents, the elimination of discrim-
inatory classroom materials, lesson
plans on women's history, and ma-
ternity leave for women teachers.

A resolution was also passed calling
on the AFL-CIO to "change its stand
and support the Equal Rights Amend-
ment and struggle for the continuance
of protective-rights labor laws, and
their extension to all workers, female
and male, in all jobs."

Resolutions for paid maternity
leaves and for making available con-
traceptives and free abortions through
the schools to teachers and students
were rejected. -

—DEBBY WOODROOFE
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U of Tenn students fight

Sub goal in sight
—one week to go

By DOUG JENNESS
and FLAX HERMES

NOV. 10— Subscriptions are arriv-
ing at an accelerating rate in The Mili-
tant business office as the two-month
"blitz" drive for 15,000 new readers
nears completion.

Three hundred and seventy new sub-
scriptions were received from New
York alone in the past week, with the
bulk being obtained by members of
the New York Young Socialist Alliance
and Socialist Workers Party.

The New York SWP and YSA have
found the drive to be an important
aid in their work in other fields. Tying
the sub drive in with antiwar work,
for example, sub getters distributed
thousands of leaflets for the Oct. 31
antiwar action while they were selling
subs.

SWP and YSA activists also found
that the subscription drive was useful
in their work of building the women's
liberation movement. While selling
subs, revolutionary-socialist feminists
made contact with four new women's
liberation groups, at Adelphi Univer-
sity, the State University of New York
at' Stony Brook, Sarah Lawrence Col-
lege and C.W. Post College, and were
able to put these groups in contact
with the women's coalition that is or-
ganizing a mass women's demonstra-
tion in New York on Dec. 12.

Women's liberation activists were
also interested in reading The Militant,
with its extensive coverage and revo-
lutionary perspective on the women's
movement. For example, a number of
women active in the Phoenix Organi-
zation of Women, a predominantly
Black and Puerto Rican organization,

are new readers of The Militant as a
result of the drive.

An important part of work done in
support of the SWP election campaigns
in New York was getting The Militant
into the hands of people interested in
the ideas of revolutionary socialism.
Many were hearing these ideas ex-
plained by the socialist candid ates.

Subscription teams were also able
to distribute hundreds of leaflets ad-
vertising the weekly Militant Labor
Forum, and met many new people
interested in the socialist movement.
Even a number of small donations
were received by sub getters for the
SWP and YSA.

To these kinds of immediate gains,
of course, must be added the more
important longer-range gains which
result from expanding the Marxist
press. As the radicalization deepens,
The Militant is playing a greater and
greater role as educator and orga-
nizer of the broader mass movements,
as well as of therevolutionary-socialist
movement directly.

An indication of the success of tying
the subscription drive into all areas
of work for the SWP and YSA has
been the enthusiasm generated among
New York sub getters. Last weekend,
after a tiring job of moving the local
headquarters of the SWP and YSA,
175 subscriptions were sold in a single
evening!

In the contest among the top four
sub getters in the country, Bill Rayson
of Chicago has jumped into first place
with 140; Syd Stapleton of Cleveland
is next with 130; Natalie Harary, New
York, 122; and Dean Reed of Santa
Cruz, 110.

Subscription
City Quota  New Subs
i Northampton, Mass. 50 109
‘ Balfimore, Md. 10 2
' Waverly, lowa 10 19
Selinsgrove, Pa. 5 8
" Middletown, N.Y. 5 7
Youngstown, Ohio 10 14
East Stroudsburg, Pa. 10 12
State College, Pa. 10 12
La Crosse, Wis. 50 56
| Oxford, Ohio 50 55
| Sant Cruz, Calit. 100 10
" long island, N.Y. 75 81
Mansfield, Pa. 50 50
Porfiand, Ore. 100 9%
Austin, Texas 350 337
Knoxville, Tenn. 50 48
Ypsilanti, Mich. 50 48
San Francisco, Calif. 800 766
Seaitle, Wash. 400 380
Berkeley, Calif. 600 563
Cleveland, Ohio 600 547
New York, N.Y. 2,000 1,703
Worcester, Mass. 125 103
1  Tompo, Fla. 100 82
‘| Boston, Mass. ~ 1,000 817
North Boston : (250) (237)
Cambridge . (250) (234)
South Boston (250) (183)
Twin Citias, Minn. 625 508
Philadelphia, Po. 650 522
Poriage, Mich. 10 8
Logan, Utah 50 -39
Cincinnati, Ohio 60 46
Los Angeles, Calif. 1,000 762
Portsmouth, N.H. 20 15
Phoenix, Ariz. 75 56
Newark, N.J. 75 55
Washington, D.C. 300 220
San Diego, Calif. 100 73
Houston, Texas 250 182
Albany, N.Y. 50 36
Detroit, Mich. 700 495
Atlanta, Ga. 500 352
Providence, R.I. 150 101
Chicago, lil. 1,500 999
Stanford, Calif. 30 20

scoreboard
Binghamton, N.Y. 150 98
Grinnell, lowa 5 3
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 20 12
Utica, N.Y. 15 9
Kansas City, Mo. 100 57
San Joaquin Val., Calif. 50 27
DeKalb, il 150 75
Eugene, Ore. 10 5
Pitisburgh, Pa. 10 5
Ann Arbor, Mich. . 100 49
Hayward, Calif. 40 17
New Haven, Conn. 60 27
El Paso, Texas 75 33
Geneseo, N.Y. 5 2
San Jose, Calif. 5 2
Tallahassee, Fla. 50 20
Bloomington, Ind. 100 39
Boulder-Denver, Colo. 235 86
Yellow Springs, Ohio 125 44
Madison, Wis. 300 102
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 30 9
Nacogdoches, Texas 10 3
Dallas-Ft. Worth, Texas 75 22
Milwaukee, Wis. 100 26
St. Lovis, Mo. 50 13
East Lansing, Mich. 25 6
Bellingham, Wash. 40 8
Kingsville, Texas 5 i
Mission Viejo, Calif. 5 1
Staatsburg, N.Y. 10 2
Paterson, N.J. 60 9
Tacoma, Wash. 20 3
Riverside, Calif. 150 22
Kent, Ohio 45 6
Oshkosh, Wis. 50 3
Deland, Fla. 20 1
Grosse Pt., Mich. 20 1
Little Rock, Ark. 50 1
Red Hook, N.Y. © 50 1
Aurora, il 20 0
Barre-Montpelier, Vt. 10 0
Beloit, Wis. 40 0
Coopersburg, Pa. 5 0
Indiana, Pa. 20 0
Marsing, Idaho 50 0
Yonkers, N.Y. 5 0
General 400 281
GOAL 15,000 11,666
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for constitutional rights

NOV. 9—Over 250 people partici-
pated in a demonstration on the Uni-
versity of Tennessee campus Nov. 6
as part of a "Day of Concern" over
constitutional rights to free speech and
assembly.

The march, sponsored by the Stu-
dent Government Association, was in
opposition to the prosecution of a
group of students and nonstudents ar-
rested last January for taking part in
a demonstration on the campus.

The first person to face trial, Peter
Kami, was sentenced Oct. 31 to two
years in prison for incitement to riot.
(See story in Nov. 13 Militant.) Kami
is asking for a new trial and plans to
challenge the constitutionality of the
law against incitement to riot.

In the subsequent trials of Rick
Flowers and Carroll Bible, charges
of incitement to riot were dismissed
for lack of evidence. Flowers was
sentenced to six months in the work-
house after pleading guilty to a charge
of obstructing the entrance to the Uni-
versity of Tennessee administration
building.

foday?

NAME

ON THE SPOT

Crystal City, Texas

When major political and social struggles erupt, The
Militant makes every possible effort to provide on-the-
spot reporting. For example, last week no fewer than five
reporters went fo Crystal City, Texas, where La Raza
Unida Party fought to get real representatives of the
Chicano struggle elected io office. The news coverage they
obtained begins in this week's issue of The Militant.

And it will confinve in future issues, along with eye-
witness reporis of other key events. Why not subscribe
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10 issues for $1

——Enclosed is $1 for 10 weeks of THE MILITANT.

——Enclosed is $2 for 3 months of INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST
REVIEW and 10 weeks of THE MILITANT.

——Send me a full year of THE MILITANT for $6.

——Im a Gl. Send me 6 months of THE MILITANT for $1.

Bible, a former student and instruc-
tor at the university, pleaded not guilty
to the same charge. The maximum
sentence he faced was a year in the
workhouse and a $1,000 fine, but
the jury, after four and one-half hours
of deliberation, fined him $150.

Although Bible was found guilty,
the light sentence was considered a
victory by students who have pro-
tested the infringement of civil liberties
on the campus. :

At Bible's trial, both students and
faculty, including former vice-president
of the student body Gary Crawford,
testified that Bible was not involved
at all in the pushing or shoving which
took place outside the administration
building during the demonstration and
that he in no way obstructed the riot
squad which broke up the demonstra-
tion.

The students were protesting the ap-
pointment of a new university presi-
dent opposed by the student govern-
ment. Sixteen other defendants await
trial under charges stemming from the
same demonstration.

ADDRESS

CITY.

~ STATE

ZIP

York, N.Y. 10003

Make all checks payable to THE MILITANT, 873 Broadway, New
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Report from Crystal City

How they stole La Raza Unida P

By PAUL McKNIGHT

CRYSTAL CITY, Texas — To pre-
vent La Raza Unida Party from mak-
ing further gains in South Texas,
county officials ruled the party off
the ballot in Dimmit, La Salle and
Zavala counties on the grounds of
minor technicalities in the party's
preparations for the election. Despite
the fact that Raza Unida was there-
fore forced to run a write-in campaign,
and despite the fact that officials used
every trick in the book on election day
to hinder Chicanos from voting for
the Chicano party, still the Raza
Unida Party made an impressive
showing. One candidate in La Salle
County won election; the six candi-
dates in Zavala County were officially
recorded as winning between 34 and
45 percent of the vote.

In Zavala County, where Crystal
City is located, the Raza Unida Party
was denied ballot status because of a
typographical error on a form stating
the date as 1969 instead of 1970. In
La Salle County it was claimed by
officials that the precinct conventions
required by the Texas Election Code
were held by La Raza Unida Party
in incorrect locations and at the wrong
time of day.

In Dimmit County the district attor-
ney told Chicanos that it was possible
to vote in the Democratic primary and
then later sign the Raza Unida petition
for ballot status. This was a deliberate
lie. The Texas Election Code specifies
that only newly registered voters or
voters who did not participate in the
primary election can sign for a new
party. The Raza Unida Party was dis-
qualified merely because 1 of the
signers of its petition had voted in
the primary.

These rulings were appealed by La
Raza Unida Party through three state
courts and a federal court. In each
case, to protect the monopoly of the
two capitalist parties, the judges in

very important because the median
educational level of Chicanos in Crys-
tal City, for example, is 2.3 years.

Many of the older Chicanos cannot
read or write, especially in English.
Posters were put up all over town
showing the names and ballot lines
of the write-in candidates. On the Sun-
day before the election, a rally of
hundreds was held in Crystal City
where the voting procedures were ex-
plained.

Election day

But on election day the full weight
of the county establishment was used
to confuse, intimidate and cheat the
Chicano voters. In one of the Crystal
City precincts, Raza Unida poll watch-
ers were prohibited from entering the

|
The following are the official election results of La Raza Unida Party write-in
votes for offices in Zavala County, Texas. In order to be counted, the candidates'
names had to be written in with the exact spelling.

RUP :andidate
Julian Salas
Carmen Flores
Isaac Juarez

Office
County Judge
County Treasurer
County Clerk
County Commis-
sioner, P'ct 2
Justice of the
Peace, P'ct 2
County Commis-
sioner, P'ct 2

R. de la Fuente

Manuel Palacios

Jose Serna

RUP Votes for Demo- RUP percentage

vote cratic candidate of total vote
925 1,502 38
811 1,496 35
776 1,507 34
528 774 40
524 804 39
288 346 45

these courts ruled aginst the Chicano
party. The final ruling came down just
a couple of weeks before the election.

Officials in Hidalgo County tried to
remove La Raza Unida Party from
the ballot there, just as in the other
three counties, but they were forced to
back down in the face of protests. Due
‘0 the relative weakness of La Raza
Unida Party there, its candidates are
reported to have won only about 10
percent of the vote, despite having
ballot status.

In the two weeks preceding the elec-
tion the Chicanos organized a mas-
sive write-in campaign in the three
counties where their candidates were
not on the ballot. Even with a write-in
campaign, there was a good chance
that the Chicanos could have won
several offices because of the popula-
tion ratio (as high as 85 percent
Chicano) and the wide support en-
joyed by La Raza Unida Party.

Rallies and classes were held to teach
people how to write in the names of
the Raza Unida candidates. This was

polling place by the gringo (white
racist) election judge because their cre-
dentials specified the wrong precinct
number., The number had been
changed shortly before the election.

When the poll watchers insisted on
their right to carry out their duty
in this heavily Chicano precinct, the
Zavala County sheriff threatened to
arrest them. When the poll watchers
tried to explain the situation to the
sheriff, he said, "I ain't here to argue
the law. That's a lawyer's job. I'm
just saying I'm goin' to arrest you
if you don't move on."

The sheriff also stopped a Raza
Unida sound truck that was urging
Chicanos to vote. He did this on the
grounds that the sound from the truck
might be heard inside the polling
place. The truck, however, had at all
times stayed outside the proscribed
areas near the polling places.

Cars full of heavily armed highway
patrolmen, Texas Rangers, the sher-
iff and even game wardens were cruis-
ing ominously around Crystal City

arty’s
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vote

p om%\w Britton

La Raza Unida Party supporters put up posters throughout the Chi-

cano community in Crystal City.

on election day in a clear attempt to
intimidate the voters.

Also, in the precinct where La Raza
Unida poll watchers were excluded,
the Chicano voters were intimidated
by the precinct judge, who watched
them mark their ballots. One old Chi-
cana was even forced to pry open
her crippled hand just so that the elec-
tion judge could check to see if she
had written the names of La Raza
Unida candidates on her palm.

In Diminit County an official sam-
ple ballot that was distributed before
the election was printed with the local
offices listed in the wrong order. Many
Chicanos who could not read had
carefully memorized how to write in
the Raza Unida candidates by start-
ing a certain number of lines from
the bottom of the ballot and writing
the candidates' names in a certain or-
der. The ballots on election day were
printed with the local offices in a dif-
ferent order, so that many of the
names that were written in did not
coincide with the office for which the
candidate was running. "

Also, the polling places in Dimmit
County were not equipped with par-
titions as required by Texas election
law. This allowed the election judge
to watch how the voters were marking
their ballots. The Texas Election Code
also requires that voting booths be
provided in cities of more than 10,000
population. Crystal City falls into this
category, but private booths were not
provided by Zavala County officials.

Literacy tests

In Cotulla, election officials began
the day by giving literacy tests to Chi-
cano voters, many of whom cannot
read English. This illegal practice was
stopped only later in the day after
it was vigorously protested.

One Chicana set up a Raza Unida
Party table near a Cotulla polling
place to help the Chicano voters. It
was outside the 100-foot limit around
the polling place, but a Department of
Public Safety officer (state police) told
her to take the table down on the
grounds that it was on state property.
The Chicana insisted that it was her
right to have the table set up there.
The officer grabbed the table and at-
tempted to put it in the trunk of his
car. When the Chicana attempted to
defend her rights, she was arrested
for disorderly conduct.

In Crystal City some Chicano voters
arrived at the polls only to be told
that they had already voted, and that

their name had already been checked
off. Only if they insisted, and fought
for their right to vote were they al-

. lowed to vote.

The election judges refused to help
illiterate voters with the write-in pro-
cess. The fact that the white election
judges spoke only English also helped
to intimidate Mexicanos who spoke
only Spanish.

Many of the voters misspelled the
name of one or more of the write-in
candidates. These votes were counted
by the election officials as votes for
someone other than the Raza Unida
candidate. For instance, a vote for
Isaac Juarez, a vote for Isaac Juares,
and a vote for Isac Juarez would be
counted as votes for three different peo-
ple, thus depriving the Raza Unida
Party candidates of their vote.

One candidate, Ramon de la Fuente
Jr., lost 109 votes when people forgot
to write Jr. after his name. Also, if
a name was written on the wrong line
on the ballot, it was recorded as a
vote for that person, but for a different
office.

In spite of all this harassment, in-
timidation and fraud, La Raza Unida
Party write-in candidates made a very
impressive showing in the official Za-
vala County tabulations issued by the
racist County Election Board (see
table). In the key race for county
judge, La Raza candidate Julian Salas
won 38 percent of the vote.

In La Salle County, La Raza Unida
Party candidate Roel Rodriguez, can-
didate for county commissioner for
precinct three, was elected.

Jose Angel Gutierrez, Zavala Coun-
ty Raza Unida leader and chairman
of the Crystal City school board, has
announced that all possible legal steps
to invalidate the election there will be
exh austed.

The reporters on the scene for The
Militant saw much evidence that the
Chicanos in these counties are not
demoralized by being cheated out of
the victory they deserved, but are de-
termined to keep organizing on all
fronts. A vigorous voter-registration
campaign and an adult education pro-
gram are being planned.

Elections will be held next spring
in Crystal City for city council and
board of education. Since the city ad-
ministration is in- the hands of La
Raza Unida Party officials, Chicanos
are assured of a fair election. Gutierrez
predicts that the party will then have
an even greater majority on the city
council and board of education there.



Nixon's ‘Vietnamization’
Capitalist spokesmen assail
plan as ‘perpetval’ war

By DICK ROBERTS

President Nixon's "Vietnamization"
plan is a total fraud. Itis designed to
cover the perpetuation of U.S. mili-
tary involvement in Southeast Asia.
And it threatens to cause a renewed
escalation of the war, possibly includ-
ing the resumption of U.S. bombing
of North Vietham and the U.S. min-
ing of the North Vietnamese port of
Haiphong.

These opinions were stated in the
week following the Nov. 3 elections
by two former high officials of the
Johnson and Nixon administrations.
They completely confirm the analysis
of Nixon's war plans that has been
advanced by the militant vanguard of
the U.S. antiwar movement, and
which was expressed in the national
antiwar demonstrations Oct. 31, un-
der the sponsorship of the National
Peace Action Coalition and Student
Mobilization Committee.

The top-level criticisms of Nixon's
Southeast Asia policies were made by
W. Averell Harriman, former chief
U. S. negotiator in Paris, and Morton
H. Halperin, a deputy assistant sec-
retary of defense in the Johnson ad-
ministration and a member of the Na-
tional Security Council Senior Staff
under Nixon.

"The administration's Cambodian
policy has exposed its present aim in
Vietnam as well as in Cambodia,”
Harriman declared in the Nov. 17
issue of Look magazine. "It is to at-
tempt to support pro-Western military
governments regardless of local op-
position.

"This is quite impossible of perma-
nent achievement without the contin-
ued presence of large U.S. forces in
Vietnam and a perpetuation of the
fighting."

Halperin wrote on the editorial page
of the New York Times, Nov. 7, "Pres-
ident Nixon's Vietnamization policy,
far from getting us out of Vietnam,
will at best lead to an indefinite pres-
ence in Vietnam of thousands of Amer-
ican troops. It could well drive the
president to massive escalation, the

mining of Haiphong Harbor and sat-
uration bombing of North Vietnam."

Harriman and Halperin's views
show that there are major differences
in U. S. ruling-class circles about what
to do next in Vietnam. Apparently,
these critics of the administration pre-
ferred to wait until after the Nov. 3
elections to voice their disagreements
in public. (The Nov. 17 Look was
published Nov. 3.)

W. Averell Harriman—a capitalist
of substance in his own right—and
Morton Halperin declare that they sup-
port the "withdrawal according to a
fixed timetable" proposal of former
Secretary of Defense Clark Clifford.

They see this as the only way of
divorcing Washington from the Thieu-
Ky regime in Saigon. Harriman and
Halperin view Nixon's support of
Thieu and Ky as a virtual promise of
unlimited war.

"The administration's program of
Vietnamization of the war is not in
my opinion a program for peace but
is a program for the perpetuation of
the war," Harriman states.

"At best, we can only hope for a
reduction of less than half of our
forces in South Vietnam two and a
half years after this administration
took office. But after that, there is no
assurance whether or when our forces
will be withdrawn. . . .

"Furthermore, the Vietnamization of
the war is dependent on an unpopular
and repressive military government.
With all of the military influence, Pres-
ident Thieu and Vice-President Ky got
less than 35 percent of the votes cast
in 1967; over 60 percent of the votes
were cast for civilian candidates who
had some kind of peace plank in their
platform.

"The election confirmed that the peo-
ple of South Vietnam want peace and
not a continuation of the war."

Halperin raises the possibility of a
drastic reescalation of the war: "If
many Americans cling to the hope
that the president's rhetoric is a smoke-
screen to cover a total withdrawal by
-_ November 1972, Hanoi has no such
i . illusions.

"The North™ Vietnamese recognize
that the president is seeking to give
them a Hobbesian choice — either ne-
gotiate a political settlement with the
Thieu-Ky regime in Saigon or de-es-
calate the war, permitting the U.S.
to leave enough troops in Vietnam to
keep the current government in power.

"However, Hanoi has a third choice
—stepping up the level of combat—
which President Nixon recognizes.
Thus, in almost every statement he
has made about Vietnam, the presi-
dent has warned Hanoi that if its
forces take advantage of our with-
drawal he will respond. . . .

"The Joint Chiefs of Staff will tell
the president, as they told his pre-
decessor, that they can win the war
if given permission to bomb all tar-
gets in North Vietnam, mine Hai-
phong and invade Laos. The presi-
dent could well order them to imple-
ment this plan.

"It is perhaps unnecessary to say
that such escalation will not end the
war. It will get us in deeper, destroy
North Vietnam, bring us to the edge
of a confrontation with the Soviets,
and lead our allies to conclude that
we have lost all sense of balance and
Judgment. What it will do at home
the reader can judge for himself.” (Em-
phasis added.)

Neither Harriman nor Halperin evi-

Averell Harriman when he was
chief U.S. negotiator with Viet-
namese in Paris.

THE MILITANT

The National Peace Action Coali-
tion, the antiwar formation which
organized the Oct. 31 troop with-
drawal demonstrations, will hold
a national conference Dec. 4-6 at the
Packinghouse Labor Center in Chi-
cago. All organizations and indi-
viduals opposed to the Vietnam war
have been invited to attend.

The conference will assess the out-
come of the Oct. 31 demonstrations
and the present stage of U.S. inter-
vention in Indochina and will pro-
ject plans for a major national anti-
war action in the spring.

In building the Oct. 31 protests,
NPAC correctly assessed Nixon's
"peace” moves as a political fraud
designed to defuse antiwar senti-
ment. In convening a national con-
ference to map further, more exten-
sive opposition to that hoax, NPAC
will establish itself as the central
force for mobilizing antiwar senti-
ment in this country.

And there can be no mistake about
it. Antiwar sentiment continues to
deepen and pervades virtuallyevery
sector of the population. This fact
was most dramatically recorded in
the outcome of the referendums on
the war held in Detroit, San Fran-
cisco and the state of Massachusetts.

In both San Francisco and De-
troit, where the voters had the op-
portunity to vote yes or no on im-
mediate withdrawal, the vote was
for withdrawal. In Massachusetts,
where the choice was military viec-
tory, phased withdrawal or imme-
diate withdrawal, phased withdraw-
al drew the largest vote, with im-
mediate withdrawal a close second.
The hawk proposition received only
15 percent of the vote. In Boston,
immediate withdrawal came within
a few hundred votes of carrying.

In all three areas, the antiwar
propositions had official union sup-
port. In Detroit, the sample ballots
distributed by the United Auto
Workers called for a yes vote on
immediate withdrawal.

While a breakdown of the returns
in these referendums is not yet
available, it can be safely assumed
that the antiwar propositions ran
strong in working-class districts.
For the fact is, contrary to the
"hard-hat” theme of the capitalist
media, antiwar sentiment is as deep
within the working class as any
other strata of the population.

This fact was corroborated by a
little-noticed but important article
which appeared in the May-June

AN EDITORIAL

Building NPAC parley
a key political task
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issue of the social-democratic maga-
zine, Dissent.

Written by Harlan Hahn and en-
titted Dove Sentiments Among Blue-
Collar Workers, the article cites the
results of Gallup and other polls as
well as the votes in the 1966-68
referendums held in Dearborn,
Mich.,, Cambridge, Mass., San
Francisco, Lincoln, Mass., and
Madison, Wis.

Two significant facts emerged
from studies of these referendums.
One was that in each case the anti-
war vote was about 25 percenthigh-
er than the sentiment disclosed by
public opinion polls conducted at
the same time.

"Perhaps more striking, however,"
Hahn adds, "was the fact that the
vote against the war in nearly all
referendums was concentrated in
working-class districts, rather than
in the upper-middle-class segments
of the community."

With far more official labor oppo-
sition to the war today than in the
1966-68 period and with the sharp
increase in antiwar sentiment since
that period, this phenomenon has
certainly not been reversed.

This is a matter of central im-
portance for the NPAC conference.
If the Nixon "peace” moves are a
hoax, as in fact they are, and if
antiwar sentiment continues to deep-
en, as it will, and if the prospects
for involving labor are greater than
ever before, then the potential for
building a major national antiwar
action this spring is greater than
ever.

A new coalition, NPAC succeeded
in carrying through an Oct. 31 ac-
tion which while modest was more
extensive and more effective than
any previous demonstration orga-
nized on the eve of an election.
This also underlines the excellent
prospects for the spring.

But the first key step toward a
successful spring action is assuring
a large, broad attendance at the
Chicago conference. Antiwar activ-
ists should make every effort to
bring to the conference the unionists,
students, women, Third World peo-
ple, GIs and others involved in
building Oct. 31. The effective way
in which the Oct. 31 actions were
carried through undoubtedly con-
vinced numerous new supporters of
NPAC of its key role and respon-
sibility in mobilizing millions of
Americans against the war in
Southeast Asia. Many of them will
want to come to Chicago to con-
tinue the fight.

O

dence any concern for the rights of
the Vietnamese people and while they
are fearful of the outcome of Nixon's
policy, neither advocates immediate
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Viet-
nam. Instead, they apparently hope
for the emergence of a Saigon regime
with some kind of a popular base
capable of sustaining it. Such a re-
gime, it is believed, would be less
likely to jeopardize what remains of
the U. S. position in that area.

But in their concern that the Nixon
plan will not make Southeast Asia

safe for U.S. imperialism, these cap-
italist politicians do lift the curtain on
some of the reality behind Nixon's
demagogy.

Regardless of motivation and bias,
their analysis is based on access to
important information systematically
denied to the general public. Their
informed judgment of the Nixon strat-
egy confirms the estimate that the an-
tiwar movement cannot afford to re-
lax its efforts by an iota. Indeed, they
underline that the watchword must be:
Now more than ever!
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(Continued from page 1)

istration and the capitalist press has
promoted. In San Francisco, so-called
"hard hats" of the building trades
unions endorsed the withdrawal posi-
tion in the referendum, as did the San
Francisco Labor Council and the
Longshoremen's unions. The powerful
United Automobile Workers in Detroit
urged its members to vote for imme-
diate withdrawal. And, the referen-
dums could not have won (in Detroit
by a 62-37 margin) without signifi-
cant support from the working people.

While attempting to appear "moder-
ate” on the war issue, Nixon and the
administration made a vigorous effort
to whip up a red-baiting and witch-
hunt atmosphere and to turn the elec-
tions into a massive repudiation of
radicals. Agnew was unleashed to
spearhead this effort. For a time the
"old" Nixon, the witch-hunting support-
er of Joseph McCarthy in the 1950s,
emerged. Using smear tactics and at-
tacking the "radical liberals" in Con-
gress, Nixon went so far as to invent
a phony "attack” by "rock-throwing
antiwar demonstrators” on him in San
Jose, Calif., just before the elections.

The gutless Democratic politicians,
for their part, ran scared. Under Ag-
new's whip, they leaped right onto
the "law and order”" bandwagon. Even
so, Nixon's attempt to roll up a big
vote of repudiation of "radicals"” back-
fired, and failed to such an extent that
the Republican high command is now
discussing the "mistake” they made
with this strategy.

The failure of the Nixon strategy
verifies that red-baiting is becoming
a much less effective tool for the ruling
class in dealing with the growing radi-
calization.

Three additional points should be
made about Nixon's red-baiting cam-
paign. First, it does reflect stepped-up
attempts by the ruling class to pick off
vanguard elements of the radicaliza-
tion when they feel they can get away
with it. The campaign against the
Black Panthers, and the indictments

Black conductor
brutally beaten
by S.F. police

By RICHARD HILL

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 9— On the
evening of Thursday, Nov. 5, Black
cable-car conductor Robert Coateswas
arrested, hands cuffed behind his
back, and beaten by San Francisco
police as he lay on his stomach. This
example of racist police brutality oc-
curred following a minor traffic ac-
cident between Coates' cable car and
a truck.

Accounts differ on how the accident
happened, how and why police were
involved, and why Coates was arrest-
ed. However, it was clear that after
his arrest Coates was brutally beaten,
which prompted his fellow workers to
come to his aid.

The confrontation between cablecar
men and police that followed resulted
in two additional arrests of cable-car
men and an assault on a municipal
railway inspector on the scene who
has been disabled as a result of being
struck on the back by a nightstick.

Following the incident, all cable-car
men pulled their cable cars into the
car barn and a two-day wildcat strike
ensued which union officials effectively
kept localized to the cablecar division.
At this writing the men have gone
back to work. On Nov. 13 a hearing
will take place in the mayor's office
of all involved — police and union of-
ficials. The cable-car men's demands
are that charges be dropped, that the
cops involved be fired, and that a
commission of civilians be set up to
investigate the attack.
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...What happened in elections

at Kent are examples.

Second, as red-baiting becomes less
effective, it is easier to mobilize oppo-
sition to these attacks against basic

~ democratic rights. Third, such defense

campaigns against ruling-class victim-
ization cannot rely upon the Demo-
crats or any other capitalist politi-
cians, who turned tail and ran with
the first snarl of the red-baiters, and
who aren't even capable of defending
elementary democratic rights.

Within the context of the bourgeois
parties and candidates themselves the
election results were contradictory. The
Democrats generally made gains on a
state and national level. Liberal Dem-
ocrats like Kennedy, Muskie and Hum-
phrey won. Nixon's much-touted
"Southern strategy" failed except in
Tennessee. On the other hand, some
of Nixon's candidates made it, and
some of Agnew's targets were defeated.
James Buckley, Conservative Party
candidate for senator from New York,
won with a minority of the votes,
against the Democrat and the nominal
Republican candid ate.

The contradictory aspect of the elec-
tion was shown most clearly in Cali-
fornia, where ex-cowboy-movie star
Ronald Reagan, a right-wing Repub-
lican, won reelection as governor with
a reduced margin. At the same time,
John V. Tunney, whose claim to fame
is that his father is former heavyweight
boxing champion Gene Tunney, ran
for senator as a liberal Democrat and
won against Republican George Mur-
phy, former Hollywood song-and-
dance man.

In a major upset, Max Rafferty,
long identified as a leading ultracon-
servative in this supposedly conserva-
tive state, was defeated in his bid for
reelection for the office of state super-
intendent of public instruction by Wil-
son Riles, a Black Democrat and lib-
eral. ‘

The election of James Buckley,
brother of the ultraconservative
spokesman William F. Buckley, on
the Conservative Party ticket in New
York, represented a strengthening of
the Conservative Party in New York,
but not a "shift to the right" among
New Yorkers.

The Conservative Party functions as
a faction of the Republican Party in
the state. While Buckley won, the Con-
servative Party candidate for governor
was swamped by Republican victor
Rockefeller and Democratic candidate
Goldberg. What made the difference
in the two races was the fact that
Buckley was in fact if not in name
the real Republican candidate.

Running a campaign with less stri-
dently right-wing appeals than Ag-
new's campaign rhetoric, Buckley was
openly endorsed by the Republican
administration in Washington and
covertly but obviously by Republican
Rockefeller. While some of his votes
were undoubtedly from the ultraright,
Buckley also garned the bulk of the
regular Republican vote, which, be-
cause his opposition was split, won
him the election.

The day after the election, Buckley
made his position clear, declaring him-
self to be in the "mainstream” of Re-
publicanism nationally.

While most important issues facing
the country remained essentially sub-
merged throughout the campaigns of
the capitalist politicians, the Demo-
crats did address themselves to the
issues of unemployment and inflation
to the extent of blaming the Republi-
cans. This was a factor in winning
votes for the Democrats, who still have
the aura of the "party of prosperity.”
This indicates that attempts by Wash-
ington to try to curb inflation by in-
creasing joblessness is politically dan-
gerous for the ruling class.

The problems of the economy, how-
ever, are deeply rooted in the capi-
talist system itself, and its international
interests and commitments which are

essential to the long-range interests of
the ruling class. While both Nixon
and the Democrats may now take
measures to try to slow the growth
of unemployment, these measures will
be inflationary, exacerbating the long-
er range problems of the economy.
And, unemployment itself is likely to
continue to rise in the immediate pe-
riod ahead, no matter what policy
the ruling class adopts.

The kaleidoscopic results of the elec-
tions reflect a growing uneasiness
among many with politics as usual.
Contradictory results occur as people
vainly attempt to express their needs
and frustrations through voting for
this or that capitalist party candidate.
Ticket splitting was unusually wide-
spread.

The whole lot of right-wing ex-cow-
boy-movie stars, Hollywood misfits,
scions of billionaire families, red-bait-
ers, "liberals" who run scared of the
red-baiters, and all the other riffraff
that makes up the Democratic and
Republican parties are tied in lock,
stock and barrel to the two parties of
capitalism. Through these two political
instruments, and the essentially rigged
electoral contests between them, the
capitalist class keeps an iron grip on
the government.

The deepening radicalization is
opening greater opportunities for rev-
olutionary socialists to propagandize
for the need to break this political
monopoly exercised by the capitalist
class, and further the concepts of inde-
pendent, anticapitalist political action
by Black people, Chicanos and labor,
as well as of independent socialist po-
litical action.

In this regard, the election cam-
paigns waged by La Raza Unida Par-
ty in Texas and Colorado were im-
portant steps forward for independent
Chicano political action.

An interesting aspect of the election
was the failure to attractlarge numbers
of students to campaign for liberal
capitalist politicians. Such a perspec-
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This boy was 6 years old
when the Vietnam war started.

Seems like only yesterday,
doesn’t it?
When there wasn’t an endless war.
‘When alot of kids were young.
And alive.
When a 6-year-old boy’s
chances of dying in Vietnam were remote.
Think about it.
We've been getting out of
Vietnam for years now.
Isn’tit about time we got out?
Let’s not sacrifice another American
Jife for a war we've already abandoned.
Let’s not put offuntil tomorrow
what’s costing lives today.
On November 3, you'll be asked
to vote on the war.

Gradual can mean a

Vote immediate withdrawal. Vote “C” Nov. 3.

Pro-withdrawal poster in Mas-
sachusetts referendum.

tive was projected during the massive
student and antiwar upsurge last May
as a way to take the antiwar move-
ment off the streets and into "politics”
— capitalist party politics where thé
independent thrust of the antiwar
movement could be safely defused.

On the other hand, the campaigns
of the Socialist Workers Party candi-
dates received a generally much more
favorable response on the campuses
than in past campaigns.

The SWP campaigns were broader .
and had wider appeal generally, espe-
cially when compared with past off-
year elections. This augurs well for
the 1971 elections, and for the 1972
presidential elections, when the SWP
will be launching campaigns to present
a socialist alternative to the Democrats
and Republicans.
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REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY IN THE 70s’ Northern
California Socialist Educational Conference. Fri., Nov.
20, 7 p.m. 1 LeConte, U of California at Berkeley.
Panel of Chicano activists on The Mexican revolution
and Chicano liberation today. Sat, Nov. 21, East
Pauley Ballroom, U of California at Berkeley. 10 a.m.
Sisterhood is powerful —strategy for women's libera-
tion. Panel of activists. 1 p.m. Why Americans should

pport the Palestinian revolution. Panel of Arab and
American speakers. 3:30 p.m. Nationalism — aggres-

sive or reactionary? Speaker: Herman Fagg, 1970
Socialist Workers Party candidate for governor of
California. 7 p.m. Lobster Banquetat 3536 Telegraph
Ave., Ockland. %5 a plate (33.50 for students). 8:30
p.m. Keynote Address by Peter Camejo, 1970 SWP
candidate for senator from Mass. on The meaning of
the 1970 elections. Sun., Nov. 22, East Pauley Ball-
room, U of California at Berkeley. 1 p.m. How to
make a revolution in the U.S. Speaker: Peter Camejo.
Ausp. Northern California Socialist Workers Party and
Young Socialist Alliance; International Socialist Review.
[ ]
BOSTON

SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE. Nov. 20-
22. All sessions at Boston U law School Auditorium.
Fri., 8 p.m. U.S. Imperialism and Mideast Oil. Speaker:
Dick Roberts, staff writer for The Militant. Sat., 10:30
a.m. Prospects for the radical movement. Speaker:
Peter Camejo, 1970 Socialist Workers Party candidate
for senator from Mass. 2 p.m. The revolutionary poten-
fial of Black nationalism. Speaker: Joe Miles, 1970
SWP candidate for Congress (9th C.D.) from Mass.,
and a founder of Ft. Jackson Gls United Against the
War. 4.5:30 p.m. Workshops: strategy for women's
liberation; la Raza Unida and the need for a Black
polifical party; the Mideast; the GM sirike and the
hool rights; ics. 7:30
p.m. Marxism and ferrorism—a revolutionary view.
Speaker: Harry Ring, editor of The Militant. Sun, 12
noon. Women and revolution— Vietnam, Cuba and
Algeria. Speaker: Matilde Zimmerman, former execu-
five secrefary of Gl Civil Liberties Def: C itte

state of the union; high

International Socialist Review. For further information
call 536-6981.

MILITANT LABOR FORUM OF THE AIR: A socialist
perspective on current issues. Tuesdays, 6 to 7 p.m.
WTBS-FM, 88.1. Sundays, 7 to 8 p.m. WRBB-FM, 91.7.
Tues., Nov. 17 and Sun., Nov. 22: Inferview with
feminist playwright Myrna Lamb and a reading of her
latest play, Scyllon Z. Tues., Nov. 24 and Sun., Nov.
29: The influence of Malcolm X on the Black struggle
with tapes of Malcolm X. For further information call
536-6981 or 731-3985.

[
CLEVELAND

WHY YOU SHOULD SUPPORT THE LETTUCE BOY.
COTT. Speakers: Lillie Sprintz, United Farm Workers
Organizing Committee and Marisela Ayon, 14-year-
old lettuce striker. Fri., Nov. 20, 8 p.m. 2921 Prospect
Ave. Contrib: $1 (h.s. students 50c.) For more informa-
tion call 861-3862. Ausp. Debs Hall Forum.

[ ]
WASHINGTON, D.C.

MARYLAND-VIRGINIA SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL
CONFERENCE. Fri., Nov. 20, 8 p.m. Keynote Address:
Should America go socialis?? Speaker: Peter Camejo,
1970 Socialist Workers Party candidate for senator
from Mass. Sat., Nov. 21, 2 p.m. Dynamics of women's
liberation. Speaker: Eva Chertov, 1970 SWP candidate
for Congress from New York. 4 p.m. Workshops on
the anti mov t, 's liberation, the Mideast
and the labor movement. 8 p.m. The Arab revolution
—why Blacks should support it. Speaker: Paul Boutelle,
1968 SWP candidate for vice-president and recently

“returned from a tour of the Mideast. Sun.,2:00 p.m.

The Nationalist struggle in Quebec. Speaker: Manon
Leger, 1970 Ligue Socialiste Ouvriere (Socialist Work-
ers League) candidate for mayor of Montreal. 8 p.m.
Mankind and its destiny, a Marxist view. Speaker:
George Novack, noted Marxist lecturer and scholar.
Place: American University, Ward Building, Rm. 2.
Ausp. Washington, D.C. Young Sacialist Alliance in

peration with the Internafional Socialist Review.

Ausp. Mass. SWP and YSA in cooperation with the

For further information call 833-9560 or 527-7135.
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Quebec nationalism:
its roots and meaning

By ARTHUR YOUNG

The following article is based on a
talk given by the author at a session
of the Socialist Activists and Educa-
tional Conference held in Oberlin,
Ohio, Aug. 9-16, 1970. The conference
drew some 700 members and support-
ers of the Young Socialist Alliance
and Socialist Workers Party for a week
of education, discussion and recrea-
tion.

Arthur Young is the editor of La
Lutte Quvriere (Workers Struggle), a
revolutionary-socialist paper pub-
lished monthly in Montreal. He is a
leader of the Canadian Trotskyist
League for Socialist Action/Ligue So-
cialiste Quvriere (LSA/LSO).

Young was among the first wave
of those arrested by the Canadian gov-
ernment when the sweeping war mea-
sures act was imposed last Oct. 16.
He was released without charges six

days later.
. . -

For many years the thinking of rev-
olutionary socialists in Canada on the
national question has been molded by
the course of the Black liberation
struggle in the United States and by
the analysis the Socialist Workers Par-
ty has made in its writings on Black
nationalism. The writings of George
Breitman have been particularly im-
portant.

But I think now we're coming to a
point when the Quebec struggle will
be able to provide the American move-
ment with examples and experiences.
Perhaps it will indicate some of the
developments ahead for the American
national liberation struggles.

The main thing I want to explain
here is the qualitative change that the
struggle in Quebec has undergone in
the last few years and some of the
paths forward. The recentdevelopment
of the mass struggle for national lib-
eration through independence indi-
cates that the Quebec revolution on.
the North American continent has
come to the fore more than ever be-
fore. The revolution in Quebec will
play a central role in the whole Cana-
dian revolution. It may well be the
vanguard of the Canadian revolution,
coming in advance of English-speak-
ing Canada.

To begin, I should mention some
background information on Quebec.
Those who live in Quebec are called
the Quebecois. There are about six
million Quebecois out of a population
of some 21 million Canadians — about
30 percent of the Canadian popula-
tion. They live in one geographical
area, the province of Quebec, geo-
graphically a large proportion of the
country.

The Quebecois have had a provin-
cial government, roughly comparable
to a state government in the U.S., for
several hundred years. The Quebec
government deals with many local
and limited matters and its spokes-
men are Quebecois.

This has given the Quebec struggle
some unique characteristics. In con-
trast with the Black struggle in the
U.S., there is a well-defined area in
which the Quebec nation lives and
the proportion of the Quebecois in the
total Canadian population is much
higher. So the Quebec struggle occu-
pies a tremendous strategic position
in the whole social struggle in Canada.

The first point to understand is that
the Quebecois form a nation. Very few
people dispute this fact. In contrast to
the Black nationality in the United
States, the Quebecois have all the clas-
sical characteristics of a nation which
Lenin outlined —sharing a common
language, common culture, common

MONTREAL 1944: A demonstration of over 2,500 Quebecois against

the draft. Signs on the right read: ‘‘Does India have conscription?’
“Ireland does not have conscription.” Quebecois saw no reason why
they should be drafted to die in the interimperialist onslaught, and they
fought it, as they have fought oppression of the Quebec nation from the

18th century.

history, and a geographical entity
which is their homeland. The Quebe-
cois consider themseélves a nation, and
have a well-developed national con-
sciousness.

The second point is that Quebec is
an oppressed nation. One of the as-
pects of this oppression is the wage
level in Quebec, which is 20-30 per-
cent lower than the wage level for
comparable work in the rest of the
country. Also unemployment rates
are much higher than the Canadian
average, in fact roughly double the
unemployment rates of the neighbor-
ing province of Ontario, which is com-
parable to Quebec in many respects.

Another indication of this oppres-
sion can be seen in housing condi-
tions. In a city which is composed of
English and French-speaking inhabi-
tants, the slums and the worst areas
are all inhabited by the French-speak-
ing Quebecois. It shows up in other
areas, such as inferior education, in-
ferior facilities, etc.

In contrast to some of the stereo-
types you may have learned in school,
Quebec is a highly developed capi-
talist nation like the rest of Canada
or the United States.

But at the same time, its economy
is overwhelmingly dominated by for-
eign capital. Roughly 80 percent of
the economy is in foreign hands, di-
vided about equally between American
investment and investment from Eng-
lish Canada. Investment is concen-
trated in extractive industries, indus-
tries related to processing the extracted
resources, and industries which require
an abundant supply of cheap labor.

It's a commonplace in Quebec that
the bosses are English-speaking and
the workers are French-speaking. For-
eign capital has destroyed what pos-
sibility there was for a native national
bourgeoisie to develop. There exists a
very small national bourgeoisie, but it
is completely tied to foreign capital
and subservient to it. The Quebecois
form a pool of cheap labor, as you

.can see from the unemployment statis-

tics and the wage rates.

Federal domination

In addition to the economic oppres-
sion, there is a specific form of polit-
ical oppression and domination in
Quebec. Under capitalism the Quebe-
cois do not have the right of self-deter-
mination; they don't have their own

" independent state. Canada is a federal

state in which the key powers are con-
trolled by the federal apparatus in Ot-
tawa. The federal state, of course, has
a federal army to back it up, and the
Canadian bourgeoisie has not been
reluctant to use it when necessary. The
Quebecois feel this domination in a
political sense.

The basic powers are in Ottawa. So,
while there is the illusion of having
our own state, and while many Que-
becois regard the Quebec provincial
government and its power as the first
step towards having control over our
own lives, still the existence of the
political domination which was im-
posed by military conquest is a con-
stant factor no one can forget.

In addition to these classical features
of colonial oppression, there are sev-

eral specific features I want to under-
line.

First of all, there is no land reform
question to speak of in Quebec, in con-
trast to most colonial countries and

oppressed nations. Capitalism has
done its job well, and the percentage
of the population engaged in farming
has been drastically reduced. The pro-
portion of the population devoted to
agricultural production in Quebec is
smaller than it is in the United States.

The proportion of workers in the
Quebec population is between 75 and
80 percent. Obviously, the Quebec na-
tion is proletarianized, and in addition
there has been a tremendous urbaniza-
tion. Quebec is one of the most ur-
banized nations in the world. Half of
the nation — that is, half of six million
people — lives in one metropolitan
area, the area of Montreal, and most
of the rest live in a scattering of small-
er cities.

The working class in Quebec is Que-
becois, and it is substantially union-
ized. They have a long history and
tradition of independent struggle. They
continue to organize unorganized sec-
tors of the population. The extent of
unionization in Quebec is slightly high-
er than the rest of Canada and con-
siderably higher than in the United
States. So the working class not only
is numerically a powerful force, but
its organizations stand very strongly
counterposed to the weakness of the
national bourgeoisie.

The middle classes in Quebec have
tended to play a somewhat exceptional

(Continued on page 10)
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‘Since 1967 there has been a decisive rise in

(Continued from page 9)

role, through their control of the pro-
vincial state apparatus in Quebec. This
position has given them a certain abil-
ity to maneuver, to put forward dema-
gogic appeals, and to lead certain
struggles. It has given the middle class
a certain perspective, not of becoming
big capitalists but of balancing be-
tween the Quebec working class and
imperialism.

So the middle class has been very
vocal, very outspoken, and sometimes
has led aspects of the Quebec national
struggle up to now.

What all of this means is that in
Quebec the different roles played by
the various classes have become evi-
dent at an early stage of the national
liberation struggle.

A history of struggle

I want to mention the long history
of national struggles in Quebec. In
1760 the Quebecois were conquered;
the French colony of New France was
conquered by the British Army, and
this began the period of national
oppression. The British eventually
granted formal political independence
to Canada and merged Quebec into
the rest of Canada in 1867.

But before they did that, in 1837,
there was an armed uprising by the
Quebec people. The Quebecois at-
tempted to gain independence and con-
trol of their national destiny. It failed
and was crushed by force of arms,
and that eliminated the possibility of
an independent capitalist development
in Quebec.

But the national struggle continued
to erupt in different forms. In the two
imperialist world wars, the Quebecois
overwhelmingly refused to fight. They
recognized that the world wars were
imperialist wars, waged by imperialist
powers, and that the Quebecois as an
oppressed nation had nothing to gain
by participating in these struggles. In
fact, during World War II the federal
government organized a referendum
for or against conscription—in order
to carry through their plans to impose
conscription in Canada. The vote in
Quebec by the French-speaking Que-
becois was more than 90 percent
against conscription for that imperi-
alist war.

The conscription agents who came
into Quebec were lynched. I meanquite
literally lynched. You can see photos
in the papers of the Canadian con-
scription agents hanging from trees.
The Communist Party, which whole-
heartedly supported the war effort and
Canadian conscription, lost what sup-
port it had gained in Quebec.

I've tried to show with just these few
examples that there has been a long
history of struggles by the Quebecois
against what has been a consistent
policy of the Canadian ruling class
to submerge the identity of the Que-
becois into a sort of Candian meli-
ing pot. Above all, the ruling class
wants to eliminate the independent
existence of a French-speaking people
by eliminating their language.

Since World War II, in the last 25
years, a new nationalism has devel-
oped which is completely different
from the previous nationalism. The
new natidnalism has some of the fea-
tures of the old but it is a much deeper
and more revolutionary nationalism.

Some of the features of this new
nationalism include the development
of the independent organizations of
the Quebecois working class and the
growing nationalist struggles which
began in the early 1960s and have
developed into the current thrust to-
wards independence for Quebec.

The central issue of the national
struggle in Quebec is the language

Canadian troops in occupied Quebec, October 1970.

question. In Quebec the language ques-
tion is like skin color in the United
States — it identifies the Quebecois as
a nation—but it goes much deeper.
It's a means of communicating, part
of a personality and a national psy-
chology. It's a means of discrimina-
tion, of course, on the part of the
ruling class. -

After the national rebellion in 1837,
the British sent an investigating com-
mittee in to discover why the Quebecois
were discontented. The conclusion of
the lord who came to study this ques-
tion was that as long as the Quebecois
existed as a national minority within
Canada there would be trouble; there-
fore the Quebecois language and cul-
ture had to be wiped out. This official
report, called the Durham Report, has
been followed to one degree or an-
other, consciously or implicitly, by
the Canadian ruling class ever since.
There has been a constant attempt
to push the French language and the
Quebecois into an inferior status, so
that the only way to get out is to
learn the English language and aban-
don your national identity.

At the present time, language dis-
crimination is the deepest felt form of
national oppression. It unites every-
body in Quebec, from all the various
classes. Everybody is a victim of this
discrimination. Even the bourgeoisie
can't get ahead because it speaks an-
other language, and is discriminated
against.

In Quebec, where 83 percent of the
population is French-speaking and
only a minority of 17 percent speaks
English as a first language, you must
speak English if you want to get any-
where. Those who only speak French
have the most menial jobs. I would
imagine that it's similar to the situa-
tion in New York City for Puerto
Ricans who have not learned English.
They can only get the worst jobs,
cleaning streets or cleaning toilets or
something like that.

In Quebec, a nation that is 83 per-
cent French-speaking, the same situa-
tion exists. You can't rise above the
level of foreman without knowing
English. All the offices function in Eng-
lish. Up to a few years ago you had
to speak English in order to get served
in many of the stores, even sometimes
in French-owned stores. And the fed-
eral government, officially the govern-
ment of both the French- and English-

speaking nations, conducts all its meet-
ings and functions in English only.
Even to be a policeman in Quebec
you have to speak English.

So this is a profound form of dis-
crimination and oppression. The lan-
guage discrimination is a manifesta-
tion of foreign oppression from the
United States and English-speaking
Canada. In this way the foreign con-
trol of Quebec is directly revealed to
the Quebecois every day of their lives.

For the past 50 or 100 years the
government didn't give a damn about
this situation. If you were French-
speaking, you stayed in your place,

you did what you were told, you were

a second-class citizen. Everybody
more or less recognized this fact.

But in recent years the government
has tried to mollify the rising nation-
alist ferment with a policy of bilingual-
ism. Canada is now officially a bi-
lingual state. If you phone a fedcral
government office in Vancouver,
you're supposed to be able to speak
French to the person at the desk, but
it's a myth. This is an attempt to buy
off and stem the struggle. It is a lib-
eral answer to the rising national lib-
eration struggle in Quebec.

The first thing to understand about
this "bilingualism" is that the over-
whelming majority of those who are
bilingual in Canada are the Quebecois,
the French-speaking. The Quebecois
are only one-third of the population
of Canada, and yet they are probably
three-quarters of all the bilingual peo-
ple in Canada, for the reason that in
Quebec you have to speak English
to get ahead.

You can't speak French outside of
Quebec. The only place that is bilin-
gual in all of Canada is Quebec, where
83 percent of the population speaks
French, where the French-speaking
people are an oppressed nationality,
and where English is used in all the
comm anding heights of society. That's
what blingualism means in Canada.

Bilingualism, in the current context
in Quebec, serves as a cover for cap-
italism. The boss who is operating
a factory in Quebec says to his work-
ers, "Canada is a bilingual country.
I can operate my factory either in
French or in English. And since I

speak English, and everybody down
my chain of command speaks English,
it's more efficient for me to run my
factory in English. So you workers
have to speak English." That is, the
workers have to be bilingual, So bi-
lingualism is just a cover for big
business to go on operating in English.

Under capitalism the bosses have
the right to run their factories as they
please, and there is nothing prevent-
ing them from simply declaring them-
selves bilingual and then operating
in English.

New factors

Several developments in the 1960s
have brought this struggle to a head.
One of them has been the new rise of
revolutionary struggle around the
world, especially the struggle of the
Vietnamese and the Black liberation
struggle in the United States.

There's another factor. The process
of Anglicization, of pushing back the
French language, has been gaining
ground in recent years. There is a
very real threat that the French-speak-
ing majority in Québec will be com-
pletely wiped out in a period of time;
that is, the majority will speak Eng-
lish. Concretely, this would mean the
destruction of the Quebec nation. So
the question of national existence has
been posed that crudely.

What happens is that parents decide
that their children should go to Eng-
lish schools instead of French schools,
to help the child get ahead. The par-
ents might speak English very poorly,
but the child is brought up thoroughly
Anglicized and often has difficulty
speaking his native language. This
has happened to hundreds of thou-
sands of Quebecois.

In addition, there is heavy immi-
gration to Quebec, and all the immi-
grants opt for the language that puts
them into the dominant national
group: English. So gradually the ma-
jority is in the process of being over-
thrown.

One of the factors that perpetuated
the existence of the Quebec nation in
the face of these tendencies was a very
high birth rate. The Quebecois had a
birth rate which demographers con-
sidered to be inexplicable, it was so
high. However, in recent years the
birth-control pill and the increasing
freedom of women has had a tremen-
dous impact. and the birth rate in

Meeting of 5,000 Montreal students
for Quebec independence.
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national struggle in Quebec’

Quebec has now sunk lower than in
the rest of Canada. This is another
factor which puts national genocide
on the agenda.

Still another factor is that almost
all the English-speaking Quebecois are
concentrated in Montreal, the heart of
the nation. Right now 60 percent of
the city is French and 40 percent is
English. But the proportions are grad-
ually shifting, and estimates are that
by the end of this century Montreal
will be a majority English. Then the
process will be irreversible towards
placing the Quebecois in a minority
position in their own nation.

These factors have led to the devel-
opment of the massive struggles in the
last few years around the demand to
protect the French language. The de-
mand is to eliminate the phony policy
of bilingualism, to institute unilingual-
ism, which means that in Quebec there
should be one official language:
French. Of course, English could be
spoken by those who wished in private
conversations, in their homes, etc., but
French would be the sole official lan-
guage of government, schools, busi-
ness, factories, shops and on the
streets.

Since the Quebecois do not have a
workers government and have no lev-
erage against the huge foreign monop-
olies that control their lives, unilingual-
ism is the only solution to the situation
where the French language is pushed
into an inferior status.

This demand has given rise to mass
struggles of unprecedented propor-
tions, and, in my opinion, has the
support of the majority of the nation.
The Communist Party and other ten-
dencies in the radical movement rear
up on their hind legs against this de-
mand. They consider it "undemocrat-
ic." As liberals rather than revolu-
tionaries, they see the rights of the
English and the rights of the French
equally. The French are oppressed,
they say, therefore they should have
equal rights with the English, but we
shouldn't go overboard. So they have
stood aside, constantly attacking the
mass struggles for defense of the
French language and the national sta-
tus of the Quebecois as implicitly fas-
cist, antidemocratic, dictatorial, etc.

These so-called radical groups are
not the only ones saying these things.
They have the same position as the
Canadian government. We in the
Ligue Socialiste Ouvriere (LSO) have

e enthusiastic support to demands

replied to the Communist Party and
other groups that the main problem is
not the rights of the English-speakers.
The English-speaking Quebecois form
an outpost in Quebec of the oppressor
nation, the rest of Canada. The main
question is the position of the French-
speaking people, the Quebecois. We
support the demand for unilingualism
as one means of redressing the oppres-
sion of the Quebecois. It is a just de-
mand, because it is the beginning of
the exercise of the right of self-determi-
nation, that is, the right to determine
what will be the state language in your
nation. Also, it is a demand that has
proven its capacity to mobilize masses
of the Quebec people in anticapitalist
struggle. Unilingualism must be part
of a transitional program for the liber-
ation of Quebec.

New rise in national struggle

Since 1967 there has been a decisive
rise in the national struggle in Quebec.
You may have read about DeGaulle's
visit to Quebec in 1967, when, during
his trip to Expo, he voiced the cry,
"Vive le Quebec libre" [Long live free
Quebec]. The most important thing
was not what he said but the way in
which the Quebecois responded to it.

Here was a figure of world impor-
tance who came to Quebec, deliberately
thumbed his nose at the Canadian
government, which was implementing
the policy of bilingualism, and said,
however demagogically, "I'm for a
free Quebec," and there was a virtual
outpouring of mass sentiment behind
that cry. The nationalist movement
had developed to such a point in Que-
bec that DeGaulle considered it polit-
ically profitable to utter those four
words.

Since that time the developing na-
tional sentiment has become more and
more clear. A year later, in the fall of
1968, the mass unilingual struggle
broke out in a suburb of Montreal
called Saint Leonard. The nationalists
there elected a school board to control
the local school, and a majority of
the board was for unilingualism. The
demand was for French-only schools.

During the election campaign the
nationalists organized mass actions in
the streets in this largely working-
class suburb, and they waged a very
efficient campaign to bring out the
French Quebecois behind the unilin-
gual candidates. It was remarkable
that the unilingual candidates won a

-majority on the board, because in the

suburb of Montreal the proportion of
French speaking is only around 55
percent and there was a 45 percent
Italian immigrant minority who were
lined up 100 percent against the uni-
lingual demand. So there was an al-
most total mobilization of the French
community behind the demand for uni-
lingualism, to stop the assimilation,
to stop the national genocide.

Students were some of the most ac-
tive people in the mass street actions,
and at a crucial turning point in the
struggle they moved in and occupied
one of the schools. It was this occupa-
tion of the schools that symbolized the
whole struggle and that broadcast the
name of Saint Leonard across all of
Quebec.

When that school was occupied,
Saint Leonard became for other parts
of Quebec a spark and a symbol of
the struggle. It inspired the same kind
of action across all of Quebec, mobi-
lizing the community in the mass uni-
lingual movement, centered around the
question of the schools.

After the Saint Leonard victory, the
provincial government moved in and
tried to annul the elections by passing
a law that you can't abolish English
schools. The first time they tried to
pass this law, a spontaneous mass
movement broke out, and the govern-

ment was forced to withdraw the law.
But the English minority, reflecting
the desires of imperialism, mobilized
more efficiently and continued their
pressure, and last year were able to
force the government to reintroduce
what was in essence the same law,
called at this time Bill 63.

Bill 63

This law provoked the largest up-
surge of protest that has ever occurred
in Quebec since the conscription pro-
tests of World War II. This law pro-
voked a movement which can only be
compared in its scope and impact to
what happened in the U.S. in May
of this year after the invasion of Cam-
bodia. Perhaps even bigger.

What Bill 63 did, in essence, was
to enshrine in law the rights of the
English to have an official school sys-
tem, and for the first time it enshrined
the policy of bilingualism in law.

The first to move against the law
were the students. In October 1969,
they occupied large numbers of
schools and then took to the streets
in daily protest marches of 10,000,
20,000 and 30,000. In the outlying
cities in Quebec some of the schools
were completely turned over to the
struggle and the facilities used to mo-
bilize students and others in protest.

The demonstrations grew from day
to day, drawing new forces into the
struggle. It was clear that the students
were reflecting the feelings of the ma-
jority of the population. The response
you would get from people in the
streets or hanging out of windows was
very favorable. Even some of the cops
—who are very vicious in Quebec—
would come up and congratulate the
marchers, saying, "I'm with you, I'm
a Quebecois, and you're doing the
right thing."

This mass protest against the gov-
ernment attempts to institutionalize
English privileges flowed into the
unions. All the three main union feder-
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ations were deeply affected by the na-
tionalist sentiment. The teachers union,
which has 60,000 members in Quebec,
came out officially for the struggle and
sent a representative to the central
struggle committee that was formed.

The official leadership of the second-
largest trade-union federation, the
Confederation of National Trade
Unions, representing 200,000 mem-
bers, first came out for the govern-
ment, but then the ranks were able
to overturn that decision. It also offi-
cially sent a representative to the strug-
gle committee.

The other federation, the Quebec
Federation of Labor, representing
some 300,000 workers, tended to split,
and the official position was a stand-
off.

Other organizations came into the
struggle, nationalist organizations,
cultural organizations. I saw a list of
some 200 or 300 organizations op-
posed to this bill, including the Soci-
ety for the Blind of Quebec, some so-
ciety concerned with animals, all kinds
of groups that do not usually take po-
litical stands. This gives you an indi-
cation of the depth of the movement.

The prime minister of Quebec went
to dinner one day in a small town in
the Eastern Township. Suddenly the
population was upon him, picket signs
appeared, and someone spat in the
minister's face.

Demonstrations took place every
day, building to a mass demonstration
of 40,000 or 50,000 in front of the
Quebec parliament to protest the law.
Speakers were starting to say, "We
represent the people, not those hun-
dred jackasses inside this building. We
represent the people, we have the ma-
jority. The government is a traitor
to the nation for this4aw that they're
putting forward."

But the union movement did not
enter into action, and so despite the
overwhelming opposition of the Que-
bec population, the government suc-
ceeded in imposing Bill 63. Neverthe-
less, the struggle was a forerunner of
more massive struggles to come.

Independence

I want to go on to discuss the ques-
tion of independence, but first it is

(Continued on page 12)
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. . . Quebec nationalism

(Continued from page 11)

important to recall that we are now
at the point of the culmination of sev-
eral struggles that have developed in
recent years. In October 1968 there
was a massive student revolt in which
students occupied almost all the
schools in Quebec above a junior high
level for three weeks. We've had all
sorts of nationalist demonstrations. So
there has been the emergence of amass
student movement which, because of
the national oppression, has gener-
alized from its experiences more quick-
ly than other students movements and
posed the whole question of power in
the society.

These struggles have had big reper-
cussions in the working class too. The
national struggle has given a cutting
edge to all day-to-day class struggles
in Quebec.

We have seen the development of
more radical forms of working-class
action. Sit-ins by workers, for instance,
still only occur on an isolated basis,
but they have occurred more and more
often. There have been sit-ins for
workers control. When a boss threat-
ens to close a factory and move, work-
ers have sat in. Sit-ins and occupations
of the factories have occurred for other
demands, and on a couple of occa:
sions workers have organized armed
defense guards.

The working class militancy has
gone so deep that last year even the
police force went out on strike, and
there were millions of dollars worth
of damage done when the people de-
cided to do a little private expropria-
tion.

Thus it has become clear that na-
tionalism, far from being a diversion
or some kind of middle-class move-
ment, is in Quebec an expression of the
desire of the working class to struggle;
it serves to heighten class conscious-
ness and is a powerful revolutionary
factor in Quebec.

But we are also beginning to see
that there has been a qualitative rise
in the national struggle in the last few
years. The tempo of development of
social struggles has tended to diverge
between English Canada and French
Canada. The struggle in Quebec has
assumed much more peculiar national
forms.

The logical thrust of the struggles
that have occurred in the past three
or four years goes in the direction
of independence for Quebec. The de-
mand to have a national language
and to eliminate the privileges of the
English, for example, naturally flows
in the direction of increasing the pow-
ers of the Quebec state government,
eliminating the control of the federal
government, and winning complete po-
litical independence. '

Another factor has been the failure
of the Canadian labor party, the New
Democratic Party (NDP), to identify
with and lead the national struggle
in Quebec. A few years ago it ap-
peared that this could be a possible
development, but the course of the
struggle has shown otherwise. The
NDP has shown insensitivity and, in
some cases, chauvinism toward the
Quebec nationalist struggle. The NDP
has no serious movement in Quebec
at the present time and does not look
like it will be a factor in the coming
period.

So the development of the struggle
in Quebec is assuming new forms
around the growing demand for in-
dependence. There is a very perceptive
statement relating to this by George
Breitman in his book The Last Year
of Malcolm X. I don't have the exact
words, but the essence of what he
said was that there is a difference be-
tween nationalism and separatism,
that at the present time the nation-
alism of the Black people in the U.S.
has not yet taken a separatist course

but it is not excluded that Black na-
tionalism will take this course. He
said if it turns out that the Black
struggle does not take the separatist
course, but another course, then this
nationalism will not have been a fully
developed, or classical nationalism.
What we are seeing in Quebec is the
development of nationalism to its clas-
sical conclusion, that is, the demand
for independence.

The past elections in Quebec in April
1970 constituted, in essence, a refer-
endum on the question of indepen-
dence for Quebec. One party, the Parti
Quebecois (PQ), ran in the elections
on a platform unequivocally for inde-
pendence, and this posed the issue
squarely. A considerable proportion
of the Quebec working class mobilized
in support of this position. The PQ
won 23 percent of the vote.

Following this qualitatve turn to-
ward the direction of the demand for
independence, it is the responsibility of
revolutionaries not only to support
the right of self-determination for Que-
bec but to support and participate in
the national struggle, advancing the
demand that is now the central de-
mand of the nationalist movement and
the working class: independence.

Now, I'm not saying that I think
there is an absolute majority of the

Quebec population in favor of inde-
pendence, or even that this is the ma-
jority position among the working
class. The point is that there has been
a qualitative turn toward the direction
of independence. Independence is the
logical thrust of the struggles thathave
been taking place. And now a decisive
sector of the working class favors in-
dependence, including the young work-
ers, plus the youth and the students in
general. These elements in the working
class and in the population as a whole
are the determining forces who are
going to lead the struggles in the next
period.

The demand for independence ex-
presses a desire for full national lib-
eration. What the French-speaking
people are saying when they demand
Quebec independence is the right to
control their own lives. They want an
end to oppression, and the most direct
forms of oppression are first of all the
language discrimination, and second-
ly the political domination by another
nation, the English Canadian nation,
through the federal state.

In this demand the Quebec people
are saying they distrust and want an
end to the existing political structure.
What that implies is a distrust and
opposition to the social relations that
the existing political structure supports
and enforces. That's what's involved
in the dynamic of the struggle for in-
dependence by an oppressed nation,
and that's why we consider that the
Quebecois have chosen a profoundly
revolutionary path.

The LSO fully supports and par-

A meeting of 1,000 students at Memorial University, Newfoundland, is
addressed by Young Socialist Penny Simpson.

24 indicted in Quebec
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ticipates in the struggle for indepen-
dence. We do not, however, in any
way support the Parti Quebecois,
which is a capitalist party oriented
toward compromise with imperialism.
It is incapable of leading a struggle
for independence and should be seen
as an expression of mass pressuTe
and mass sentiment for independence,
a party which could break up under
the pressure of the developing mass
movement in Quebec. For instance,
the PQ will have to face and deal with
the union movement, the organized
Quebec working class, which has been
drawn into the PQ temporarily be-
cause there is no other nationalist or
socialist alternative at this stage.

So we think it would be a big mis-
take for socialists or nationalists to
support the PQ. We will be partici-
pating in, and building mass strug-
gles outside the PQ. In the course of
the struggle, the inadequacy of the
PQ, its bourgeois character, and its
orientation toward and its compromise
with imperialism will become clear.

We are for national liberation, a
workers and farmers government, and
nationalization of the giant foreign
monopolies that control Quebec. We
will continue our work in building a
mass liberation movement, building
demonstrations in the streets around
the language issue and other issues.
We will continue to advance the con-
cept that Quebec workers should form
their own independent party, a labor
party, which could fight a consistent,
uncompromising struggle for indepen-
dence and also for socialism.

&

Labor Challenge photo

War measures act fought across Canada

NOV. 10—0On Nov. 5 a court in
Montreal brought charges’ against 10
men for seditious conspiracy to over-
throw the Canadian and Quebec gov-
ernments by force. The 10 had been
held by the Quebec government under
the war measures act invoked on Oct.
16. Fourteen other prisoners were also
charged under the war measures act
with having been or having professed
to be members of the now-banned
Front de Liberation du Quebec (FL Q).

Over 50 people are still behind bars
in Quebec.

Among those charged with seditious
conspiracy were Michel Chartrand,
president of the Montreal central coun-
cil of the Confederation of National
Trade Unions; attorney Robert Le-
mieux; Pierre Vallieres, author of The
White Niggers, a book about the plight
of the Quebecois people; former pro-
fessor Charles Gagnon, and Jacques
Larue-Langlois, a former CBC radio
producer.

The wave of protests against the

war measures act, which abolished
all civil liberties in Canada, is emerg-
ing stronger and broader than ever.
Nov. 13 has been set as a day of
cross-Canada protest against the war
measures act and against the substi-
tute law being considered by the fed-
eral legislature.

These protests will coincide with a
big assembiy in Montreal being called
by the Comite Quebecois pour la De-
fense des Libertes (Quebec Committee
for the Defense of Freedom). This as-
sembly will be the culmination of a
series of rallies and teach-ins that have
been taking place on campuses and
community colleges in Quebec. For
instance, on Oct. 28, some 2,000 stu-
dents, faculty and workers rallied at
the University of Montreal against the
war measures act.

In addition to the student commu-
nity, the three main trade-union federa-
tions in Quebec and the left wing of the
New Democratic Party (the Canadian
labor party) have been active in orga-
nizing opposition to the act. The Tor-

onto Law Union, an association of
lawyers, law school faculty and law
students, organized a rally of 500
against the act, and has launched a
cross-country petition campaign call-
ing for immediate revocation of the
act.

Penny Simpson, who was among the
first wave of Montrealers to be vic-
timized by the sweeping arrests under
the war measures act, has begun a
speaking tour of eastern and central
Canada against the act. On her tour
she spoke to over 1,000 students and
faculty at Memorial University in St.
John's, Newfoundland.

At the time of her arrest, Simpson
was treasurer of the socialistcampaign
of Manon Leger for mayor of Mon-
treal. She is also known as a leader
of the Montreal Ligue des Jeunes So-
cialistes (Young Socialist League).

Simpson is calling for release of all
those arrested under the war-measur2s
act and the dropping of all chaigss
against the 24.
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SWP candidates won broad endorsements

«Of the four candidates running for
the U.S. Senate from the state of Illi-
noix, (Socialist Workers Party candi-
date) Lynn Henderson’s program is
by far the best,”” Democratic state repre-
sentative Leland Rayson told an end-
of-the-campaign banquet in Chicago
Nov. 1. Rayson became interested in
the SWP campaign through his son
Bill, a YSAer, who only a few days
earlier had been elected to the student
government at the University of Illi-
nois Circle Campus.

Endorsement also came from Dan
O’Connell, producer of the popular
Chicago TV talk show ““At Random.”
He urged groups like the SWP to keep
up the pressure on the mass media
to present their point of view. *““The
SWP isn’t a major party yet, but I
hope that some day it will be,” he
said.

Other speakers, besides the candi-
dates, included the SWP’s 1968 presi-
dential candidate Fred Halstead.

A TV camera crew filmed the event.

» . »

Speakers at an Oct. 31 windup rally
in Minneapolis for the Minnesota SWP
campaign included five independent
supporters, most of them former sup-
porters of the Democratic-Farmer-La-
bor Party. Among them were an Army
reservist, a Congregational minister
who decided to endorse the campaign
after interviewing SWP senatorial can-
didate Nancy Strebe on his radio talk
show, and Dennis Brasket, who, after
liberal Earl Craig lost the DFL pri-
mary to Hubert Humphrey, switched
his support to Strebe. He helped print
up and distribute “*Nancy Strebe for
Senate’’ bumper strips to former Craig
supporters throughout the state.

. . .

*“This year in Rhode Island and
elsewhere a new breed of socialist has

Photo by Tom Stanley/ Univ. ot Minn. Daily

Nancy Strebe

D(D YOUR OLD MAN YOTE 2}

HE'S REAL HAPPY ABOUT
THIS ELECTION/

found his way onto the ballot,” says
a Nov. 1 article on the Socialist Work-
ers candidates in the Providence Sun-
day Journal. The lengthy, sympathetic
article by Thomas G. Hughes calls
the Rhode Island SWP nominees ‘““per-
sonable, articulate candidates who talk
solely about the issues, and in this
campaign they have been talking loud-
ly and often to anyone who will lis-
ten.”” The SWP’s position on a dozen
different issues is explained in the
course of the article.
* L ] *

In the last few weeks of the cam-
paign, the New York SWP received
hundreds of inquiries in response to
radio and TV coverage, much of it
stemming from equal-time broadcasts
and one-minute spot announcements
urging listeners among other things,
to subscribe to The Militant.

The majority of those responding in-
dicated that they had not previously
been aware of the socialist alternative
to the Democrats and Republicans.

. . .

The Conservative Club at the Uni-
versity of Georgia in Athens put out
a ‘““Special Linda Jenness Edition” of
its newsletter Oct. 30. (Jenness was

Black party in

By SAM MANUEL

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The all-Black
United Citizens Party in South Caro-
lina had its first convention on April
25, 1970. Brother Redfern II, the par-
ty's 21-year-old campaign manager
and a former student of engineering at
the University of South Carolina, re-
cently outlined a list of unredressed
injustices which finally convinced the
Black community of the necessity of
establishing a Black political party.

NEW YORK

"Dynamics of World Revolution."

Liberation —a panel debate.

SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

Sponsored by Young Socialist Alliance and International Socialist Review

Friday, Nov. 20
7:30 p.m.—Registration and first session at 408 Main Hall, Teachers College,
Columbia University, 120th St. and Broadway.
8:30 p.m.—Barry Sheppard, Political Committee, Socialist Workers Party, on

Saturday, Nov. 21
10:00 a.m.—Harkness Theatre, Butler Library, Columbia. Perspectives onWomen's

1:30 p.m.—Harkness Theatre. Derrick Morrison, staff writer for The Militant, on
"Cairo, lllinois: New Stage in the Black Struggle."

6:30 p.m.—

ers Party.

GALA BANQUET. GRAND OPENING OF NEW
SOCIALIST HEADQUARTERS — 706 Broadway (nr. 4th
Street), 8th floor. George Novack, noted Marxist scholar,
and Manon Leger, Quebecois revolutionary socialist. Five-
course French dinner. Entertainment. Donation: $5, college
students $3, h.s. students $2. Sponsored by: Socialist Work-

706 Broadway; tel: (212) 982-8214.

Registration: $4 for all 3 sessions plus banquet, or $1 per session. H.S. students,
$3 or 50 cents per session. For more information contact: Young Socialist Alliance,

the SWP candidate for governor of
Georgia.) Bemoaning the SWP’s oppo-
sition to capital punishment and its
support for free abortion on demand,
it concluded: ‘‘Nothing so succinctly
sums up the sickness of radical groups
like the Socialist Workers Party, the
Students for a Democratic Society, and
persons like Jerry Rubin and Linda
Jenness, and others.”’

The newsletter implausibly claimed
that ‘‘international capitalists’ finance
the socialist movement. Unfortunately
for the socialist campaigns, which can
always use more money, it neglected
to name any of these alleged philan-
thropists.

. . .

The Nov. 3 Atlanta Constitution ran
an article on the write-in candidates
for governor of Georgia. Linda Jen-
ness was one that it considered to be
““experienced in Georgia politics.”

Among other things, it quotes Jen-
ness as predicting that next year the
women’s liberation movement *‘will
bloom into one of the great mass
movements in the country.”

. . .

The student newspaper at the Uni-
versity of Michigan at Ann Arbor,

How CoULD HE BE HAPPY?
ONE GUY 1S ARACIST AND
THE OHER one's Arieor!

HE'S RAPPY BECAUSE
ONLY ONE OF THEM
. CAN WIN/

By Brumsic Brandon Jr.

the Michigan Daily, called on its read-
ers Nov. 1 to vote for SWP candidates
Tom Vernier and Marcia Wisch. Both
were running for the board of regents.

The paper pointed to their opposi-
tion to ROTC and other complicity
with the military, and their demand
for child-care facilities and an end to
university = discrimination against
women as reasons for its endorsement.
“They have the type of intimate ex-
perience with the wuniversity which
other regents lack,”” said the editorial.
*“They would make fine additions to
the board.”

] - .

With this issue we will be concluding
this column’s reports on the 1970 SWP
election campaigns. We have continued
coverage of the campaign past the
election in order to give Militant read-
ers a better idea of the impact of the
SWP campaigns as they neared Nov.
3

Since the authorities are slow to tab-
ulate the socialist vote in many states,
we are not yet in a position to report
on the vote totals for the SWP candi-
dates. We will do this in a future issue.

—DAVID THORSTAD

S. Carolina gaining ground

High on the list was the Orange-
burg massacre of February 1968,
Redfern says. "The Democratic and
Republican parties of South Carolina
have yet to demand a coroner's in-
quest into the deaths of the three Black
students. Further, while nine patrol-
men were indicted by an FBI investi-
gation, the only arrests so far have
been of students and Black citizens
like Cleveland Sellers.

"More_ recently,” Redfern continued,
"at a state Democratic convention at-
tended by over 300 Black delegates,
only a handful of Blacks were slated
for office. And their voice in shaping
the platform of the party was almost
nonexistent.”

One member of the UCP put it this
way: "They don't want poor people
in the Democratic Party. They want
your vote but they don't want your
opinion. A membership card costs
$100 in their party. They treat you
like horses. You can pull the wagon,
but you can't decide which way the
wagon goes!"”

Before steps were taken to form the
UCP, other attempts had been made
to bring about a solution to the prob-
lems of the Black community.

"At first," Redfern explained, "the
community moved into action with
protest demonstrations led by various
groups, such as SCLC and the NAACP
and many community groups. But the
state did not respond to these protests.

"Then there were some militant and
violent activities, such as some stu-
dents arming themselves at Voorhees
College. But as they picked up rifles,
the Man moved in with tanks.

"Finally about 30 persons initiated
the effort to organize a party."

The response to this initiative has
been overwhelming. Party organizers
now estimate the party's membership
throughout the state at 10,000.

The UCP's platform calls for abol-
ishing the draft; restructuring the tax
system to ensure that big business and
industry pay their share; restructuring
the court system so Blacks and work-
ing people can receive a fair trial;
adoption and enforcement of strong
antipollution laws; a guarantee of col-
lective bargaining, right to protest,
and a minimum income.

The UCP was forced to run a write-
in campaign in this year's elections
when the secretary of state threw out
4,000 of the 12,000 signatures it had
collected, thereby preventing it from
obtaining ballot status. Its guberna-
torial candidate was Thomas Broad-
water, one of the attorneys in the Fort
Jackson Eight case. His running mate,
for lieutenant governor, was Rev. Jul-
ius McTeer, former president of the
NAACP in York and Colleton coun-
ties.

At first the UCP said it would sup-
port Black candidates without regard
to party affiliation. Some local chap-
ters built campaigns for two Black
Democrats.

More recently, however, UCP repre-
sentatives have called for supporting
only those Blacks who run on the
UCP ticket. The support group at the
University of South Carolina has
come out against any ties to the Demo-
cratic Party.

Leaders of the party say it plans to
expand beyond the electoral arena in
an effort to organize the Black com-
munity in other forms of struggle as
well.
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Eugene V. Debs: speeches
from the class struggle

EUGENE V. DEBS SPEAKS. Edited
by Jean Y. Tussey with an introduc-
tion by James P. Cannon. 320 pp.
Pathfinder Press, 873 Broadway,
New York, N.Y. 10003. $2.75 (cloth
$6.95).

He was denounced by American
_presidents, cursed by corporate bar-
ons and reviled by the capitalist press.
You could tell by the enemies he made
that there was something special about
Eugene V. Debs, the union organizer
from Terre Haute, Indiana.

And indeed there was. Throughout
the first two decades of this century
he was the foremost spokesman for
socialism in this country, a brilliant
orator and a fierce defender of the
working class to which he devoted
his life. For nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury he crisscrossed America, speak-
ing, agitating, pressing the case for
socialism.

Capitalism, Debs argued persuasive-
ly, is an obstacle to the progress of
humanity and has to be replaced by
a system of economic organization
based on the needs of the vast ma-
jority of workers. And of course he
was right. This month, 115 years after
ebs' birth on Nov. 5, 1855, revolu-
tionary socialists are paying tribute
to the man who founded the Socialist
Party, the first mass socialist organi-
zation in America. That the Socialist
Party is today a hollow reformist shell
does not diminish Debs the man, or
his work.

Part of his work can be examined
in the new publication from Pathfinder
Press, a collection of his writings and
speeches. It's a fine book. Thespeeches
literally ring true with the throbbing
voice of Debs delivering his polemics
against the ruling class, against the
poverty and injustice he saw at every
turn as America, beginning to heave
and erupt under industrialized capi-
talism, headed into the twentieth cen-
tury.

Five times Eugene Debs ran for
president as a socialist. Invariably he
balked at running but relented under

—
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*Debs denounced capitalism
with a tongue of fire," J.P.
Cannon states in the intro-
duction. An invaluable rec-
ord of the "man of princi-
ple who always stood at
his post in the class struggle
in time of danger and dif-
ficulty." Here, Debs speaks.
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the insistence of Socialist Party con-
vention delegates who knew he was the
best they had. He polled 100,000 votes
in 1900, 402,000 in 1904 and 402,-
000 in 1908. In 1912 he polled 897,-
000 votes and in 1920, campaigning
from jail, he won 919,000 votes, the
most any socialist has ever drawn in
a presidential campaign.

The Socialist Party disintegrated un-
der the pressure of its own contradic-
tions, proving the impossibility of
building an "all-inclusive" party that
embraces reformists as well as work-
ing-class revolutionaries. In 1919 the
left wing of the Socialist Party, inspired
by the Russian revolution, helped
found the Communist movement and
by the early twenties the Communist
Party had already become the leading
workers party in the United States.

Debs invariably condemned the re-
formists who prostrated themselves be-
fore the conservative trade unionists
and forsook revolutionary positions
for advocacy of a program of munic-
ipal reforms at election time. But while
he always remained steadfast in his
revolutionary ideals, he refused to en-
ter into the thick of the heated internal
struggles over policy questions where
his viewpoint could have been decisive.

That was Debs' main fault. Unlike
Lenin, he paid little attention to crucial
organizational questions, preferring to
remain aloof from internal party lead-
ership in the belief that the rank and
file would find and evolve a revolu-
tionary program on its own. He was
dead wrong. The rank and file may
have the correct inclinations, but a
history of working-class parties has
shown that party leadership is deci-
sive. That was something Debs refused
to give. Lawyers, ministers and doc-
tors—many of them weekend social-
ists — filled the leadership void in the
Socialist Party, steering it away from
the revolutionary socialist track.

Debs, nevertheless, was a giant. On

UAW cadlls meeting of GM

By FRANK LOVELL

One week after announcement of a
"news blackout” on negotiations in the
General Motors strike, the United Auto
Workers summoned to Detroit their
350-member GM Council for a confer-
ence to convene on Wednesday, Nov.
11.

The GM Council members, repre-
senting all striking UAW locals in the
U.S. and Canada, received telegrams
from International president Leonard
Woodcock telling them to come pre-
pared to stay.

A statement issued by Woodcock
said, "If a national settlement is
reached or if a national settlement
cannot be reached, a UAW-GM con-
ference must be held. If the General
Motors Corporation decides to force
a continuance of the strike, plans must
be made to meet the situation created
when the strike benefits are no longer
available. Since nothing definite is
known at this time, delegates should
come prepared to stay, should that be
necessary."

Key union demands remained unal-
tered, as follows: 1) a wage raise in
the first year of 61.5 cents per hour
for all classifications, bringing the av-
erate to $4.61 per hour; 2) restoration
of the UAW cost-of-living formula,
gearing wages to rising prices; 3)
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“The capitalist system must be overthrown, class rule abolished and
wage slavery supplanted by cooperative industry.” Eugene Debs speaks.

the main questions of the time, as
James P. Cannon outlines in his per-
ceptive introduction, Debs was right
on target. Debs supported the Bol-
shevik revolution; he opposed U.S.
intervention in World War I ("I am
opposed to every war but one; I am
for that war with heart and soul, and
that is the worldwide war of the so-
cial revolution”); he opposed both cap-
italist parties; and he stood in the van-
guard of major defense campaigns
such as the defense waged on behalf
of labor leaders Bill Haywood and
Charles Moyer, framed by the gov-
ernment in 1906.

It was Debs' opposition to the im-
perialist war in Europe that resulted
in a 10-year prison sentence. The
speech that did it was a campaign
address he delivered in Canton, Ohio,
in 1918 for which he was convicted
of obstructing the conscription act.
This remarkable piece of agitational
oratory is reprinted in full in the Path-
finder collection. After the sentencing,
Debs remained thoroughly unrepen-
tant. "I enter the prison doors,” he
said, "a flaming revolutionist.,” Which
was true. Nominated by the Socialist

retirement after 30 years at $500 a
month, regardless of age.

Its ability to win these three demands
has become the test of the present lead-
ership of the union.

Woodcock's statement was intended
to allay rumors of a proposed settle-
ment. Meanwhile, reporters for the
capitalist press scurried about to find
strikers who would say that after two
months on the picket line they were
starved out and ready to get back t
work as soon as possible. :

Jerry Flint of the New York Times
got mixed reactions and turned in a
report that showed the high morale of
the strikers. A striker in Lockport,
N.Y., whose wife is expecting their
second child, told him, "We're buying
more carefully, and we're watching
sales. But we can hold out till Febru-
ary."

In Michigan he learned that strikers
are looking forward "to having No-
vember off because the deer-hunting
season is a favorite auto workers'
sport.”

An official of UAW Local 160 in
Warren, Mich., told The Militant, "1
have been at the union hall every day
since the strike began Sept. 14 and
talked with every man on the picket
line at the GM Tech Center and no
one has asked me when we are going
back to work."”

Party for president, Debs, now pris-
oner number 9653, campaigned from
jail in 1920.

Debs came to socialism from the
labor movement. His first job was
railroad fireman, in 1871. He joined
a new local of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen in 1874, was
elected secretary of the union lodge
and became editor of the union maga-
zine in 1877. He grew progressively
more radical. In 1895 he led the mass
walkout against the Pullman Co. for
which he served six months in jail.
He became convinced of the revolu-
tionary-socialist perspective through a
mixture of his own experiences and
acquaintances and the writings of "im-
ported” revolutionaries such as the
German Social Democratic leader Kar!
Kautsky.

Debs died in 1926. The revolution
he fought for did not take place in
his lifetime. But what Debs said in
1900 is quite as valid today: "The
capitalist system must be overthrown,"
he asserted, "class rule abolished and
wage slavery supplanted by coopera-
tive industry."

— RANDY FURST

Council

The UAW local at Willow Run,
Mich., refused to return to work to
produce transmissions for American
Motors, turning down a request to do
so from a nonstriking UAW local in
Toledo, Ohio. American Motors has
announced it will be forced to close
its Toledo Jeep plant unless it can
get transmissions from GM. The action
at Willow Run is further evidence of
the high morale of the strikers and
their desire to extend the strike.

There are now an estimated half-
million workers out as a result of the
strike and its effects continue to spread.

An indication that negotiators at the
"top table” may be preparing a com-
promise was the report that GM con-
tinues to pay strikers' medical insur-
ance and the UAW has agreed to re-
pay GM when the strike is settled.

If members of the union's GM Coun-
cil agree in Detroit to a settlement
which does not satisfy the three key
demands of the strikers, they will have
trouble selling it at this stage of the
strike when they get back to theirhome
locals.

This is understood by nearly all
council members, who also know that
the reason they have been summoned
to Detroit is to let them shoulder the
responsibility for whatever develops
in the negotiations at this juncture.
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Detroit high school rights fight

By TERRY HILLMAN

DETROIT, Nov. 9— In building the
Oct. 31 demonstration against thewar,
the Detroit Student Mobilization Com-
mittee concentrated on high school
participation. Leafleting was done by
high school students and nonstudents
as well.

The fact that high school students
are not considered to be citizens of the
United States with the same rights as
any other citizens rapidly became ap-
parent to those attempting to organize
the antiwar sentiment in the high
schools.

® At Ferndale High School, antiwar
activists wishing to have an SMC in
their school went through the official
procedure for having a club or orga-
nization recognized. Recognition is im-
portant because it is a condition to
calling and publicizing meetings in the
high school. The principal, in an at-
tempt to scare the SMCers, pulled out
Hoover's "Open Letter to College Stu-
dents,” which says the SMC is run by
the YSA. The principai then asked
how many of the SMCers at Ferndale
were in the YSA. They answered that
none of them were in the YSA. Finally
the principal denied recognition be-
cause the SMC is political! The SMC
filed suit against the Ferndale board
of education for abridgement of stu-
dent's rights.

Avuto unionists
present case
on television

By JERRY BUBENHOFER

DETROIT, Nov. 9—The United
National Caucus of the United Auto
Workers bought a half hour of tele-
vision time yesterday to show "The
strike and its effect on all UAW mem-
bers." Five caucus leaders discussed
the major issues in the strike against
General Motors and the caucus' views
on what should be in the new UAW
contract.

Art Fox, Ford Local 600, gave sta-
tistics to show that the auto industry
can afford much more than the $1.25
an hour across-the-board first-year
raise the caucus calls for.

Working conditions are not even be-
ing discussed at the bargaining table,
said Grady Glenn, also from Ford
Local 600. He gave vivid examples of
intolerable working conditions and de-
nounced the discrimination against
Blacks, which forces them into hard
production jobs.

Curtis Gadson, a Black from Dodge
Local 3, attacked production stan-
dards and working conditions, blam-
ing absenteeism on the dehumanizing
aspects of production work and the
unsafe; backbreaking conditions as
well as the unsanitary facilities.

Other panel participants were Peter
Kelly, a UAW official at GM Local
160, and Jim Griffen. Kelly called for
a mass rally of all striking GM work-
ers in downtown Detroit. Griffen, GM
Local 235; called for the right of a
local to strike without International
UAW consent on issues regarding pro-
duction standards and speedup, health
and safety, discrimination, and other
working conditions.

Caucus demands on working con-
ditions are: no change in production
standards without union concurrence;
a union steward for every foreman;
the automatic right to strike on local
membership decision; UAW members
in all grievance procedures are "in-
nocent till proven guilty."

The television program was broad-
cast over a Canadian station, all other
major stations in the Detroit area hav-
ing refused to sell time, a spokesman
for the caucus said.

® Lenore Romney and Pat Nixon
recently visited Southfield High School
and a school-sponsored assembly was
held in their behalf. Although the as-
sembly was ostensibly open to the en-
tire student body, students were

screened as they entered the auditori-
um. Several antiwar activists were
denied entrance and some were de-
tained in the principal's office. At least
one student was physically assaulted

to prevent him from leafleting although
he had been leafleting in a peaceful,
nondisruptive manner.

® Dwight Karaszewski, a student
from Osborne High School, was called
into the principal's office after distrib-
uting antiwar literature. The principal
informed Karaszewski that he was
going to be suspended fot smoking
a cigarette on school grounds. He
doesn't smoke. He called the SMC,
which in turn put him in contact with
their lawyer. The next day Karaszew-
ski returned to Osborne and began
leafleting outside the school. He then
was ticketed by the Detroit police de-
partment. On the third day, he re-
turned to school, after attorney Ron-
ald Reosti had informed the principal
that it is within the rights of high
school students to pass out leaflets
and to form a Student Mobilization
Committee. Karaszewski was rein-
stated after winning a hearing on the
charge of smoking and is currently
engaged in organizing an SMC at
Osborne.

® At several high schools in Detroit,
including Redford, Osborne and Cody,
students have been ticketed by Detroit
police for leafleting. The students were
ticketed on the basis of an ordinance
which was previously ruled as per-
taining to commercial literature only.
The SMC contacted the Common
Council which in turn contacted the
corporation counsel. The corporation
counsel reaffirmed the ruling allowing
the distribution of political literature
outside high schools. In addition they
informed the SMC that Detroit board
of education policy allows literature
to be distributed within the Detroit
public schools (a "crime" for which a
number of students have been sus-
pended).

The sentiment against the war is
widespread among high school stu-
dents and has been for quite awhile.
Although high school students have
been very prominent in mass demon-
strations, organizing against the war
and starting SMCs within the schools
has always been a major problem’

- because students have been consis-

tently denied their basic civil rights.
But now more and more students are
demanding the right to have an SMC

N.Y. jury shown *Battle of Algiers’
in *nonpolitical’ Panther 21 trial

By DERRICK MORRISON

NEW YORK —Judge John M. Mur-
tagh unexpectedly allowed the film
"Battle of Algiers" to be entered as
prosecution's evidence against 13
members of the Black Panther Party
on trial here. '

This was done by allowing the 12
jurors — among whom are seven
Blacks and one Puerto Rican—to see
the film in the afternoon session of the
trial on Nov. 9.

The 13 on trial are among 21 Pan-
thers under a 30-count grand jury
indictment, which charges that they
conspired to blow up police stations,
department stores, and — of all places
—the New York Botanical Gardens
in the Bronx. The indicted Panthers
were seized in predawn raids April 2,
1969.

Assistant district attorney Joseph
Phillips sought to enter the film as
evidence on the basis of a statement
by a Black police agent that the film
was "mandatory" for all Panther Party
members.

The agent, detective Ralph White,
testified that Lumumba Abdul Shakur,
one of the defendants, told a political
education class that they were required
to see "Battle of Algiers." After White

saw it he went to Shakur's apartment.
He testified hearing Shakur state that
the tactics used by the Algerians would
be used by the Panthers against the
pigs (police).

Under questioning by Gerald Lef-
court and other defense attorneys,
White revealed that he went to police
headquarters daily to write reports on
his work inside the Panther Party.
Yet, in his written report the following
day, White made no mention of Sha-
kur's remarks on the film. And even
when White conceded that he mayhave
been under the influence of marijuana
and/or alcohol during that day and
that night, he still insisted he recalled
the remarks of Shakur.

In spite of such flimsy testimony,
Judge Murtagh allowed the film to be
shown to the jury. The defense attor-
neys contended that the film would
be highly prejudicial to. the case. The
ruling contradicts the judge's pious
statements that only the 13 defendants
are on trial, not the Panther Party.

The trial is expected to go on for
several months. Funds are urgently
needed. Contributions can be sent to
the Committee to Defend the Panther
21, 11 E. 16th St,, New York, N.Y.
10003. Tel: 228-7745 or 46. - -

recognized in their school and to dis-
tribute leaflets.

Along these lines, Nov. 20 (National
High School Rights Day) provides a
focal point for high school antiwar
activists to assert their newly discov-
ered rights and organize a day of an-
tiwar action in their high school.

The SMC is launching a Committee
to Defend the Right of the Student
Mobilization Committee to Exist in the
High Schools. The committee has a
lawyers' subcommittee and a list of
sponsors, including organizations and
prominent individuals. The purpose is
to fight for the rights of high school
students both on a legal and a political
level. Whenever there is a blatant de-
nial of the rights of a student as in the
cases at Ferndale and Osborne high
schools, the committee will take legal
action.

The SMC is confident that it can
win the rights of high school students
which are now being denied.

Phila. church
is occupied by

Young Lords

By FRED FELDMAN
and DAN STEWART

PHILADELPHIA — Kings Way
Church, located in one of Philadel-
phia's growing Puerto Rican barrios,
became the "Iglesia de la Gente" (Peo-
ple's Church) when it was occupied
on Nov. 6 by members of the Young
Lords Party. It is being developed as
a communiy service center to carry
out a series of programs dealing with
drug abuse, legal aid and child care.
The flag of Puerto Rico now flies out-
side the church. The liberation of the
church occurred with the approval of
the minister, Father Robert Zepernick,
who celebrated the event with an inter-
denominational mass on Sunday,
Nov. 8. He compared the Young
Lords' action to the driving of the
money changers from the temple.

Militant reporters interviewed Young
Lords information lieutenant Caspar
Martinez, 17, at the liberated church.
He told us the action was sparked by
a series of highly publicized police
raids allegedly aimed at the drug
trade in the Puerto Rican and Black
communities.

"The effect of the raids,” said Mar-
tinez, "is to put the blame for the drug
traffic on the Puerto Rican people,
shielding the big drug suppliers and
their protectors in the police depart-
ment. Our people don't grow poppies
in their backyards. They have only
rats there. We don't go to Turkey to
get the dope. Our people aren't born
junkies. They aren't born with sy-
ringes in their hands. The needles are
put there by the white establishment.”

The Young Lords are setting up a
24-hour emergency clinic for drug
addicts, and announced a campaign
to end the sale of drugs in their com-
munity. When asked how theyintended
to deal with drug sellers, Martinez
told us, "We want to talk to them.
We will explain that they are not the
enemy, that the real enemy is the sys-
tem. We will tell them that they should
stop carrying oppression for their
brothers in their pockets.”

Since the liberation of the church,
the Young Lords have been harassed
by bomb threats. At 6:30 a.m., Nov.
8, a time bomb went off at the Young
Lords information office at 1540 N.
Franklin St. One brother was injured
by the blast. Caspar Martinez sus-
pects the police of complicity in the
bombing because the office is under
24-hour police surveillance and they
know everyone who goes in or out.
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Roots of Mideast conflict (Ill)

Israel is carved
out of Palestine

By GUS HOROWITZ
and BARRY SHEPPARD
( Third in a series)

Only a small minority of Jews sup-
ported Zionism in the early part of
the twentieth century, and the Zionists
experienced great difficulty in trying
to stimulate a wave of Jewish immi-
gration to Palestine. By 1931, the
number of Jews fell far short of Zion-
ist desires — 175,000, or 17.7 percent
of the total population of Palestine.
But the rise of Hitlerism in Germany
drove many Jews into the arms of
the Zionists.

The Nazi persecution of the Jews
was utilized by the Zionists to win
over the Jewish refugees to their goal
of colonizing Palestine. The United
States, which could easily have ab-
sorbed the refugees, closed its doors
to the victims of the Nazis. The U.S.
government rigidly enforced the reac-
tionary immigration laws which limit-
ed total immigration and placed quo-
tas on immigration from each coun-
try. Between July 1, 1933, and June
30, 1943, only 165,756 Jews were
admitted to the United States, while
approximately one million places on
the existing immigration quotas for
various countries went unfilled during
this period! -

Revolutionists in the U.S., whose
effectiveness was hampered because of
their small numbers, campaigned for
the U. S. to open its doors to the vic-
tims of Hitlerism. But for their part,
the . Zionists insisted that the question
of refuge to the European Jews had
to be tied to the colonization of Pales-
tine.

The Nazi holocaust, in which six
million European Jews were killed,
was utilized to propaganda advantage
by the Zionists, who were able to win
over masses of Jews who had previ-
ously rejected Zionism. In the wave
of reaction to the Nazi genocide,
many Jews were led by the Zionists
to disregard the interests of the Pales-
tinfan Arabs, who were certainly not
responsible for the crimes of the Nazis.

Although many of the Jews who
S ——————
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came to Palestine did not intend to
subjugate the Palestinian Arabs, and
although many of the Jewish immi-
grants were themselves victims of op-
pression, nevertheless, the goal of cre-
ating a Jewish state in Arab Palestine
was reactionary, for it could only be
accomplished by dispossessing and
subjugating the indigenous Arab peo-
ple. Whatever may have been the sub-
jective intentions of the mass of the
Jewish immigrants, this was the ob-
jective logic of creating a Jewish state,
as was proved by what happened in
actual life.

Jewish immigration increased con-
siderably, bringing the colony up to
600,000 by November, 1947. Even
so, the Arabs were a two-thirds ma-
jority in the country.

But by this time, the imperialists
were faced with the postwar upsurge
of the colonial revolution throughout
the world, including an upsurge of
the national liberation struggle in the
Arab world. Forced to retreat and
concede formal political independence
to many of the colonies, the imperial-
ists nevertheless tried to retain as
much of a foothold as they could.

In Palestine, Britain decided that it
had to abandon its direct control in
the form of the League of Nations
mandate. World imperialism, especial-
ly U.S. imperialism, which by this
time was displacing Britain and
France in the Mideast, decided to es-
tablish a Jewish state by partitioning
Palestine. In the Jewish state at least,
since it would be totally dependent
upon them, the imperialists would be
assured of a reliable ally and a strong
foothold in the area. They decided to
act through the United Nations, as
earlier Britain and France had acted
through the League of Nations.

On November 29, 1947, the UN,
with Soviet acquiesence, voted to par-
tition Palestine. In the proposed Jew-
ish state, almost half the population
were Arabs. The Zionists accepted this
formula, seeing it as a means of con-
solidating their gains and laying a
basis for future expansion.

The Arabs rightly opposed the UN
formula, which deprived them of sov-
ereignty over their country. Immedi-
ately guerrilla warfare broke out, last-
ing almost six months. Then, in mid-
May, 1948, as soon as the British
began evacuating and the Israeli state
was formally proclaimed, regular ar-
mies from the neighbering Arab states
entered the fighting.

As soon as the UN had voted for
partition, the Zionists moved rapidly
to organize their governmental admin-
istration, and the Zionist military
forces launched campaigns to take
control over as much of the area as
they could. The number of Arab ref-
ugees swelled considerably after April
9, 1948, when the Irgun, a Zionist
terrorist organization, massacred 254
inhabitants of the Arab village of Deir
Yassin.

Although the major Zionist organi-
zations issued formal statements dis-
claiming the Irgun (while simul-
taneously concluding military alli-
ances with it), the news of the mas-
sacre was broadcast far and wide, and
threats of new massacres were used
by the Zionists to terrorize the Arab
populace into leaving their homes.

Within a couple of months, the Is-
raeli army itself was forcibly driving
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Arab refugees from the 1948 war that established state of Israel have
been forced to live in miserable camps like the one shown in this photo.
These camps remain to the present day.

the Arabs out of most of the areas it
conquered. Meanwhile the Zionists en-
couraged a vast influx of Jewish im-
migrants and immediately began to
settle them in the areas from which
the Arabs had been dispossessed.

Although Zionist propaganda por-
trayed the Jews as a beleaguered peo-
ple, vastly outnumbered by the Arabs,
this did not conform to the actual mili-
tary situation. Within a short time it
became clear that the Zionist military
was well-coordinated and trained and
had the advantage of shorter lines
of communication and the help
of many skilled military experts
trained in Western armies.

The Zionists were able to arm large
numbers of soldiers during the course
of the 1948 war. In the war's final
stages, some 60,000 soldiers in the
Israeli armies were facing 40,000 in
the Arab armies.

By the time a general cease-fire went
into effect in 1949, the Israeli state
had vastly expanded its territory. Of
the estimated 859,000 Arabs who had
lived in the territory that came under
Israeli control, only 133,000 re-
mained, many of these as refugees
within Israel. Those who fled Israeli-
held territory left behind 388 Arab
towns and villages, whole cities like
Jaffa, Acre, Lydda, and Ramle, and
large parts of 94 other cities and
towns.

To this day, the Arab refugees from
the 1948 war and their children live
in refugee camps in the most miserable
conditions. Although the Israeli state
in its first four years alone found the
means to more than double the Jew-
ish population through immigration,
it has absolutely refused to let the
Arab refugees back into their own
land on the grounds that a large Arab
population would eventually under-
mine the basis for a Jewish state.

A 1952 Israeli law on nationality
gave the right of Israeli citizenship to
any Jew in the world who wanted it,
while an Arab who wanted to return
to his home had to apply for natural-
ization and swear an oath of loyalty
to the Israeli state.

Of the Arabs who remained in the
country, 80 percent were forced to
live under a military administration.
Arabs were required to obtain army

passes to travel short distances, they
were unable to join the national labor
federation, and they had to carry spe-
cial identity cards marked with the
letter B. Although some of the dis-
criminatory regulations were subse-
quently lifted, the Arabs in Israel still
remain second-class citizens.

Furthermore, the Israeli conquests
of 1967 have brought a harsh mili-
tary- rule to the Arabs in the newly
occupied areas.

The land stolen from the Arab refu-
gees was given over to Jewish settlers
and the deed was sanctified by Israeli
law. The UN's Conciliation Commis-
sion for Palestine estimated that the
land taken from the Arabs amounted
to more than eighty percent of Israel's
total area. (This included the Bedouin
areas of the Negev.) Before the 1948
war, Jewish-owned land in Palestine
had amounted to only 1,850,000 du-
nams. (There are approximately four
dunams to the acre.) The Israeli state
stole 4,754,000 dunams of cultivable
land from the Arabs— about a fifth
of the total area of the country.

In addition to the refugees across
the border, any Arab who had re-
mained within the boundaries of Israel,
but who had left his home for a short
time during the war, was also subject
to dispossession. About forty percent
of the land owned by Arabs who had
remained in Israel was taken by the
Israeli state.

The remaining areas of Palestine—
the Gaza Strip and the West. Bank of
the Jordan—were incorporated into
Egypt and Trans-Jordan (renamed
Jordan).

Thus the manner in which the Israeli
settler-state was created brought Zion-
ism to its logical conclusion: the orig-
inal Arab inhabitants of the area were
dispossessed or forced to live in sub-
jugation as second-class citizens. Many
liberal Jews in Israel have protested
against this injustice (as many liberal
whites in South Africa have protested
apartheid); but, as in the case of South
Africa, the oppression of the Pales-
tinian Arabs was not merely an un-
fortunate and easily correctable blem-
ish on Israel. It followed as a logical
consequence of creating a Jewish set-
tler-state in an Arab country.

(To be continued)
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Chicanos win studies program in Milwaukee

Roberto Hernandez, leader of the
Council for Latin American Educa-
tion, announced Oct. 23 that the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin at Milwaukee had
agreed to set up a Spanish-speaking
outreach institute. Among other de-
mands granted were stepped-up re-
cruitment of Latinos to the UWM
campus and the establishment of an
adult bilingual, bicultural educational
program. There are 20,000 Latinos
in Milwaukee.

The agreement was reached only
after representatives of the Latino com-
munity came onto the campus Oct. 12
and set up camp in front of Chapman
Hall, the administration building. This
was in response to theadministration's
unwillingness to implement agreements
made in September.

After 200 students joined the La-
tinos, the way was paved for a settle-
ment. Other organizations participat-
ing in the struggle were the Brown
Berets, the Puerto Rican Youth Orga-
nization, and the Spanish Welfare
Rights Organization.

* * *

During the last week of October,
three survivors of the police assault
that took the life of Chicano newsman
Ruben Salazar demanded an investi-
gation of the murder by federal and
county grand juries, and by the U.S.
Civil Rights Commission. They also
filed a damage claim in Los Angeles
county court charging assault and
naming sheriff's department head Peter
Pitchess and several deputies.

The three are Guillermo Restrepo,
a reporter for KMEX-TV where Sala-
zar was news director, Gustavo Garcia,
and Hector Franco. Their action came
after the district attorney failed to in-
dict members of the sheriff's depart-
ment, even after a coroner's inquest

George Novack analyzes Latin

By ALEX HARTE

The Nov. 16 issue of Intercontinen-
tal Press features two articles that
should be of special interest to Mili-
tant readers.

In a six-page polemical piece,
George Novack discusses "The Per-
manent Revolution in Latin America."

His special targets are two positions
that appear to be polar opposites —
one held by Andre Gunder Frank, the
well-known Latin-American specialist;
and the other by the Latin-American
Communist Party leaders who believe
in the parliamentary road to socialism
and the need to make an alliance with
the "progressive bourgeoisie.”

Novack explains how Trotsky's the-
ory of permanent revolution was de-
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Peter Buch

into Salazar's death raised questions
about the deputies' conduct.

Salazar was shot through the head
with a tear-gas grenade by a deputy
sheriff. This occurred during the police
assault on the Aug. 29 Chicano anti-
war moratorium of over 30,000 peo-
ple.

* * *

Shirley Graham Du Bois, wife of
the late W.E.B. Du Bois was in the
Bay Area during the first week of
November. She spoke on the Middle
East crisis and its relationship to the
Black liberation struggle.

* * *

"I am in the full sense of the word
a revolutionary, but I also know that
there's no separation between what's
occurring in Vietnam and here. If we
are going to effect revolution, it's very
necessary to have Black leadership
and control in as many areas as pos-
sible. The revolution can only be
achieved by a total involvement over
the long haul." The statement was
made by Al Hubbard, a Black ex-Air
Force pilot who flew missions in Viet-
nam. The statement was made in an
extensive interview with him that ap-
peared in the Nov. 3 Philadelphia
Tribune, the local established Black
press. Hubbard is the national execu-
tive secretary of Vietnam Veterans
Against the War.

* * *

According to the Oct. 31 Michigan
Chronicle, the leading Black publica-
tion in Detroit, Black telephone opera-
tors at Michigan Bell are making a
bid to take over their union from its
lily-white leadership. The union, Local
4000 of the Communication Workers
of America, has about 1,500 Blacks
out of a membership of 2,300.

The Black slate, which is all-women,

rived from a more general law of so-
cial evolution— the law of uneven and
combined development. This means
that an underdeveloped country can
develop advanced features. This is
contrasted with the "gradualist” the-
ories of nineteenth-century bourgeois
thought, which predicted that precapi-
talist societies would repeat the slow
capitalist development experienced by
Western Europe.

Trotsky's theory was confirmed in
1917 by the workers who, in the pro-
cess of sweeping away Russia's feudal
rubbish, seized power and began the
socialist revolution. But, ironically, the
Stalinized Communist parties now ad-

during its heyday in 1966.

terms the white union officials "con-
temptuous” of the membership. "We
simply want representation,” explains
the spokeswoman for the slate. Union
bylaws state that an election has to be
held in November, but the leadership
has yet to inform the membership

about plans to hold one.
* * *

John Hulett, former chairman of the
Lowndes County Freedom Organiza-
tion, was elected sheriff of Lowndes
County Nov. 3 on the ticket of the
National Democratic Party of Ala-
bama.

The LCFO, initiated with the aid of
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating

Sign urging vote for Lowndes County Freedom Organization

Committee in the winter of 1965;
paved the way for SNCC's call of
Black Power in 1966. For the Novem-
ber elections of that year, the LCFO
fielded a slate of Black candidates for
county offices. As an expression of its
total independence from the Democraf"
ic Party, the LCFO chose the symbol
of the panther. This led many to call
it the "Black Panther Party." It was this
LCFO emblem that became the symbol
for the Black power movement. Its
popularization related directly to a
group of Oakland, California, youth
coming together in the fall of 1966 to
form the Black Panther Party for Self-
Defense.

— DERRICK MORRISON

American revolution

vocate for the Third World what the
Mensheviks of 1917 advocated for
Russia: an antifeudal revolution in
the present era and an anticapitalist
revolution in some indefinite future.
This perspective has led to defeat after
defeat of revolutions that could have
succeeded.

Again on the basis of the law of
uneven and combined development,
Novack attacks Frank's conception
that Latin America lacks a feudal
heritage.

Frank claims that Latin America
has always been capitalist, even in the
colonial period, but Novack advances
some illuminating illustrations toshow

that this view is quite one-sided.

The second feature is a four-page
interview with Tomas Mac Giolla, th2
president of Sinn Fein, the political
arm of the Irish republican movement.

Mac Giolla discusses such questions
as the recent split in the republica®®
movement, the effort to overcome sec-
tarian divisions in Northern Ireland,
the movement's attitude toward the
labor unions, and the ultimate goals
of the Irish revolution.

The issue of Intercontinental Press
containing these exclusive features can
be obtained by sending 50 cents to
P.O. Box 635, Madison Square Sta-
tion, New York, N. Y. 10010.

Builds defense of Palestinian struggle

NOV. 10— Peter Buch, a former Zi-
onist and a spokesman for the Social-
ist Workers Party, has successfully
completed the upper West Coast por-
tion of his national tour in defense of
the Arab revolution.

In Vancouver Buch spoke at Simon
Fraser University, Vancouver City
College and the University of British
Columbia and at a public forum spon-
sored by the League for Socialist Ac-
tion. He devoted a large part of his
talk to explaining the goals of the
Palestinian revolutionaries, especially
the concept of a democratic secular
state of Palestine, by quoting from
statements issued by Al Fateh, the
Democratic Popular Front and other
groups. Unfortunately the meeting was
cut short due to heckling, shouting,
and threats made by a few Zionists.

Moving on to Seattle, Buch spoke
to around 200 students at a Univer-
sity of Washington teach-in on Pales-
tine and the Mideast. The teach-in was
sponsored by a newly formed Pales-
tinian Support Coalition, made up of
local Arab students and other groups
and individuals. A total of over 700
students, faculty members and com-
munity residents attended some part
of the teach-in.

Between 150 and 200 students came
out to hear Buch debate a Zionist at
Portland State University. Following
the talk, the student speakers com-
mittee sponsored a press conference
for Buch, and as a result he appeared
on television twice. In addition, suc-
cessful meetings took place at Lewis
and Clark University in Portland and
Oregon State University in Corvallis.

The next stop was the San Francisco
Bay Area, where Buch spoke at eight
different colleges and universities in
Berkeley, San Francisco, Sacramento,
Hayward and San Jose.

Arab students at the University of
California at Berkeley put an ad in the
student newspaper asking for a Zionist
to debate Buch, but none could be
found. Finally a radical Zionist
agreed to debate, but a mutually ac-
ceptable time could not be arranged.

In Oakland and Sacramento, Buch
had lengthy discussions with Arab stu-
dent leaders about future perspectives
for Palestine support activities here in
the U. S.

Peter Buch's tour will be running
through the month of March. Requests
for Buch to speak should be sent to
Socialist Workers Party, 873 Broad
way, New York, N. Y. 10003.
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Northwest Airlines strike enters flfth monih

The starve-out strategy of Northwest
Airlines against striking members of
the Brotherhood of Railway and Air-
line Clerks (BRAC) resembles in some
ways a miniature model of General
Motors' strategy against striking auto
workers.

The Northwest strike began July 8,
four months ago.

Company officials say flights are
about 20 percent of the normal sched-
ule. They have laid off an estimated
5,000 nonstriking workers.

According to Jack Bacon, a BRAC
union official in the Minneapolis strike
headquarters, the strikers — almost
three-quarters of them women — are
determined to win. They receive $30
per week strike benefits, costing the
union about $100,000 every week.

Northwest Airline's competitors have
taken over most of the business. How-
ever, Northwest officials are not wor-
ried. The airlines have a mutual-aid
pact, and most of the "strike" profits
of Western Airlines and United are
turned over to Northwest.

A Wall Street airlines financial anal-
yst estimates that Northwest will do
better than it would have if there had
been no strike, but not necessarily
better than its $51-million or $2.55-
per-share earnings last year, accord-
ing to the Minneapolis Tribune. United
has turned over about $4-million and
Trans World more than $2-million
since the strike began.

Under these circumstances North-
west officials felt so smug they broke
off negotiations.

On Oct. 13 Northwest pilots, flying
under the no-strike clause in their
union contract and with the sanction
of BRAC union officials, threatened
to walk out and tie up all Northwest
operations. But they agreed to "cancel”
their support of the clerks' strike when
U.S. secretary of labor James Hodg-
son induced Northwest to talk with the
clerks' union officials about resump-

tion of negotiations.

Sellers of The Militant in Minnea-
polis interviewed one of the pickets:
"She expressed her dissatisfaction with
the local news media. Her impression
was that they were blaming the work-
ers for being unreasonable in their
demands. The morale in her opinion
was still good despite the failure to
stop all operations by the company
and despite the financial strain on the
strikers.” )

A male clerk with 20 years at North-
west said, "If the job is necessary, and
they must think it is, you should earn
a living wage doing it."

This airline strike, like the GM strike,
involves an entire industry and can
only be settled in the interest of the
strikers when the unions move to an
industry-wide shutdown instead of a
partial or "selective” strike.

* * *

The great railroad swindle began in
the 1870s and it is still going strong.

On Oct. 14 Congress approved a bill
setting up a new service to be known
as Railpax, operated by the govern-
ment. In substance, Railpax will pay
the railroads for use of their facilities
and take over passenger service oper-
ations.

All railroads are supposed to con-
tribute to this operation an amount
equal to what they save by not oper-
ating passenger service. They claim
a loss of $200-million a year. Under
the new government operation, the
railroads will receive shares of com-
mon stock for every dollar they put
into it, or they have the option of writ-
ing off these sums for tax deduction
purposes. In either event, the railroads
gain.

Congress authorized a grant of $40-
million to get Railpax started. On top
of this, it authorized federal loans up
to $100-million to improve roadbeds
and buy new equipment and an addi-
tional $200-million in federal loans

Launch defense effort
in Juan Farinas case

NEW YORK— A defense effort has
been launched for Juan Farinas, a
23-year-old worker and supporter of
the Workers League who has been
charged with failure to cease and de-
sist from distributing leaflets, from
speaking, and from unruly and bois-
terous behavior at an induction cen-
ter, and also with failure to report
and submit for induction and with
interfering with the Selective Service
System.

His trial is set for Dec. 10, and the
maximum sentence he faces on each
count is 5 years imprisonment and a
$10,000 fine.

The charges against Farinas stem
from an incident that took place two
years ago, on Aug. 13, 1968. On that
day Farinas reported for induction
at the Whitehall Induction Center in
New York City, ready to enter the
armed forces. The charges are based
on the fact that Farinas distributed
a leaflet condemning the Vietham war
to other inductees at the center.

In an interview with Farinas printed
by the Juan Farinas Defense Com-
mittee, he says, "The charges are both
false and unconstitutional. . The
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distributing of a leaflet can in no way
be considered disruption of the induc-
tion process. But the government
chooses to call this disruption in order
to victimize opponents of the war. The
charge of unruly and boisterous be-
havior is completely untrue. After they
disrupted the process by interfering
with my rights, they accuse me of
refusing to report and submit for in-
duction and with disruption.”

At the time of this incident Farinas
was a supporter of the Progressive
Labor Party and later became editor
of Desafio, the Spanish-language news-
paper of PL.

After the incident in 1968, Farinas
was indicted on charges of failure to
obey oxders while at the induction
center, but this charge was thrown
out by the court on grounds that the
charge was too vague. About a year
ago he was reindicted with the new
charges.

The Juan Farinas Defense Commit-
tee has been formed to mobilize "the
widest possible support from thelabor,
student and socialist movements and
from Black, Puerto Rican and Chi-
cano militants.”

The defense committee has indicated
in its press releases, however, that it
will not simply work to defend Fari-
nas' civil liberties but that "it will be
both possible and necessary to take
up the fight against the war and the
entire racist and anti-working-class
policy of the Nixon-Agnew adminstra-
tion."

The address of the Juan Farinas De-
fense Committee is: 135 West 14th St.,
Sixth Floor, New York, N. Y., 10011.

and guarantees to subsidize the rail-
roads' "contributions” to Railpax.

This is only the beginning of the
latest chapter in the great railroad
swindle that has cost the taxpayers
untold billions in a century-long

shakedown.
* * *

A call has gone out to all Canadian
locals of the United Transportation
Union, largest railroad union in the
United States and Canada, from UTU
officials in Edmonton, Alberta, for Ca-
nadian autonomy.

This move is not confined to the
UTU, as clearly stated in the call for
autonomy.

"This is not an anti-American state-
ment, rather a pro-Canadian state-
ment. At the 1970 Canadian Labour
Congress Convention held in Edmon-
ton, the Congress came out strongly
in favor of Canadian autonomy for
Canadian members of international
unions.

Cartoon by Laura Gray

"On June 8, 1970, a special meeting
of all UTU locals in the Edmonton
area was held. At this meeting a spe-
cial committee was formed with the
power to start a national movement
in Canada for Canadian autonomy."

This appears to be the first of such
moves by other unions in Canada af-
filiated with U. S.-based internationals.
The Canadains seek a stronger voice
in the councils of the international
unions.

x * *

In Quebec the UAW strike committee
demanded of General Motors that all
negotiations on "local issues” be con-
ducted in French. GM balked, but the
Quebecois won the point when they
appealed to the provincial government
for support. GM finally backed down
and agreed to pay the full cost of
simultaneous translation equipment.
However, GM still refuses to make
French the working language of the
plant.

—FRANK LOVELL

Labor Committee members
fight frame-up charges

NOV. 9— A pre-trial hearing has
been scheduled for Nov. 24 in the
case of two members of the National
Caucus of Labor Committees, Steve
Fraser and Dick Borgmann, being
framed up on charges of conspiracy
to possess and store explosives with
intent to use.

The charges stem from a raid on
their apartment by Philadelphia po-
lice on April 9, 1969. At the time,
they were activists in the SDS Labor
Committee in Philadelphia and were
involved in a movement to get the
University of Pennsylvania to allocate
funds for low-rent ghetto housing in
place of a science center.

A mere 10 minutes after the police
began the raid, a KYW-TV crew, ob-
viously tipped off in advance, walked
in and began filming. They are re-
ported to have filmed only what po-
lice told them to film.

Police "found” in the apartment small
quantities of a military explosive and
rifle powder, one dynamite fuse and
three lead pipes with caps.

At a preliminary hearing April 16,
1969, police admitted that they had
not even bothered to take fingerprints.

They gave no explanation for their
"oversight.”

At the same hearing, charges against -
Jane Friedman and Paul Milkman,
also arrested in the raid, were dropped
on the grounds that they were not
residents of the apartment.

"Our contention is that it was a

frame-up to abort the movement
around ghetto housing," Fraser told
The Militant.

A Fraser-Borgmann Defense Com-
mittee has been established. The com-
mittee is attempting to organize a "Na-
tional Commission of Inquiry” whose
purpose would be to hear all evidence
relating to the case, including evidence
of a general political nature which
it is felt might not be permitted as
evidence in the trial. In this category
would be evidence of the political op-
position of the Labor Committees, to
which Fraser and Borgmann belong,
to terrorism.

To support the defense effort and to
obtain further information on the case,
contact: Fraser-Borgmann Defense
Committee, ¢/o Paul Milkman, secre-
tary-treasurer, 567 W. 191st St., New
York, N.Y. 10040. Tel: (212) 927-
9304.
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Another barrier crumbles — Reserved
for men since its inception in 1399,
Great Britain's Order of the Bath—
outranked only by the Order of the
Garter and the Order of the Thistle—
may now be conferred on women.
Announcement was made by a spokes-
man for the Central Chancery of the
Orders of Knighthood. We hear he
said, "You've come a long way, baby."

A hardy breed— Like cockroaches,
coffin-nail peddlers are hard to keep
down. The major companies report
the beginning of a reversal of sales
declines, with R.J. Reynolds register-
ing a gain of 2.2 percent for a solid
total of $73-million.

Ask a foolish question . . .— At the
Oct. 31 antiwar demonstration in Los
Angeles, the L.A. Times reports, an
elderly, religious lady made her way
through the crowd exhorting everyone
to read Jeremiah 30 in the Bible. She
confronted a young man with the
question: "Do you know what Moses

promised Israel?” The bewildered
young man responded: "Chicken
soup?”

Cultural advance— This year, Radio
City Music Hall will open its Xmas
show a week before Thanksgiving.

Space or stone? — To stimulate sales,
Pacific Southwest Airlines will present
its stewardesses in "space age" cos-
tumes featuring micro-mini skits.

Protection device— For that relative
who likes practical gifts, Sakowitz, the
Houston department store, is offering
an outsize plastic dome to protect
homes from pollution. $322,500. We
presume that includes a king-size tar-
paulin to protect the dome.

And vice versa— Saigon President
Nguyen Van Thieu says he may not
run for a second term because the of-
fice "takes so much out of one."

Of course, of course— The AEC dis-
closed that "small” amounts of radio-
active plutonium have been found in
desert soil outside the agency's Ne-
vada bomb-test site. A spokesman as-
sured that "there doesn't seem to be
any immediate health hazard."

Cover story— That official denial of
the story that Jack the Ripper was a
member of the British royal family
was to cover the fact that he's alive
and well in a U. S. Special Forces unit.

Say it the American Way— From
Tiffany's, a gold ring with L-O-V-E
spelled out in diamonds. $1,575.

Note to social directors— Get rid of
those tired old green and red Xmas
decorations. For this year's party,
deck the hall with a set of "Twelve
Days of Christmas" ornaments from
Hudson's in Detroit. In platinum,
$15,000 the set of 12. Delivered by
messenger in a special box. Price sub-
ject to fluctuations in the platinum
market, so order now.

— HARRY RING

THE MILITANT

in passing . ..

In the preface to American Radical
Thought: The Libertarian Tradition,
Henry J. Silverman, the editor of this
historical anthology, asks himself this
question about his theme of "liber-
tarianism":

"How can, for example, such diverse
exponents as are presented in this
book, SDSers, YAFers, Marxists, tran-

scendentalists, advocates of violence
and nonviolence, be classified to-
gether?"

How indeed? Silverman's answer is
that anyone who is nonconformist
about established attitudes is a liber-
tarian. Thus, we can see that there
isn't much to be learned from Silver-
man's having grouped these materials
together between two covers.

However, the book contains a con-
siderable amount of valuablematerial,
including C. Wright Mills' "Letter to
the New Left" and the original Weath-
erman document, "You Don't Need a
Weatherman to Know Which Way the

Wind Blows." Broadly speaking, these

two documents can be said to mark
the birth and death of the new left
ideological current in America.

Other selections include Malcolm X
on "The Black Revolution" and Jef-
ferson, who wrote in 1787 that: "The
tree of liberty must be refreshed from
time to time with the blood of patriots
and tyrants."

(American Radical Thought: The
Libertarian Tradition. Edited by Hen-
ry J. Silverman. 452 pp. D.C. Heath
& Co. Paperback, no price indicated.)

* * *

Movies are being more and more
pitched to young radical audiences,
but to a large extent film criticism
in the mass media is decidedly out of
tune with the youth radicalization. One
has to go outside the mass media to
find a consistently high level of so-
cially conscious film criticism.

In this connection, Film Society Re-
view is one of my favorite magazines.
Typically, an issue will have reviews
of current movies with political or
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historical themes, reportage on what
radical film makers are doing and
thinking, news of developments in film
scholarship and film censorship, and
reviews of books about both movies
and television.

I don't always agree with the FSR
reviews, but I always find them to the
point since FSR's critics never neglect
to discuss the social implications of
the movies they write about.

In one recent issue, Gary Crowdus
wrote in summing up his review of
The Strawberry Statement:

"Finally the whole thing backfires.
One curious consequence of the film
is that it actually undercuts the moral
and ideological stance it postures to
uphold. Ostensibly on the left, it winds
up trivializing its subject matter to the
degree that it loses all possible em-"
pathy even from an ordinarily sym-
pathetic audience. Politically savvy
student protestors will see The Straw-
berry Statement as directing political
energies away from the real centers
of power by channeling them into an-
ticop aggressions; hard-hatters in the
audience may even cheer the finale."

(Subs to Film Society Review are
$5 a year, student subs are $4 a year.
Send to American Federation of Film
Societies, 144 Bleecker St., New York,
N.Y. 10012.)

—MALACHI CONSTANT

OUTSIDE AGITA-
TORS? Testifying at an
Ohio State U disciplin-
ary hearing, an Ohio
Highway Patrolman dis-
closed two plainclothes-
men ‘‘helped” OSU stu-
dents close the campus
gates last April 29 in an
incident that led to the
arrest of several stu-
dents. Police agents are
the men on far left and
far right.
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N.J. 07470.

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Mark Anthony, 217
Spruce St., Albany, N.Y.12203.

Binghamton: YSA, P.O.Box272, Harpur College, Bing-
hamton, N.Y. 13901.

Llong Island: YSA, P.O. Box 357, Roosevelt, L.1,
N.Y. 11575. Tel: (516) FR9-0289.

New York <ity: SWP, YSA and Merit Bookstore,
706 Broadway. 8th fioor (2 bl. S. ot 8th St.), New York,
N.Y O T0003. ‘el (SWP) 982-6057. 'VSA; 28..8214,
(Merit Books) 982-5840.

NORTH CAROLINA: Chapel Hill: YSA, Box 2448,
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514,

OHIO: Cincinnati: YSA, c¢/o Sandy Knoll, Box 250,
Memorial Hall, U of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220,
Tel: (513) 475-2721.

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 2921 Prospect Ave., Cleve-

land, Ohio 44115. Tel: (216) 861-3862. N

Kent: YSA, Box 1, Musselman Hall, Kent State U,
Kent, Ohio 44240. Tel: {216) 672-4956.

Oxford: YSA, P.O. Box 321, Oxford, Ohio 45066.
Tel: (513) 529-6501.

Yellow Springs: YSA, Antioch College Union, Yellow
Springs, Ohio 45387.

OREGON: Porfland: YSA, c¢/o Carol Kershner, 2635
S.W. Hume St., Portland, Ore. 97219,

PENNSYLVANIA: Mansfield: YSA, c/o Ken Evans,
Apt. 208-A, Corey Creek Apts., Mansfield, Pa 16933.

Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 686 N. Broad St., Phila-
delphia, Penna. 19130. Tel: (215) CE 6-6998.

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. Box 117,
Annex Sta., Providence, R.|. 02901. Tel: (401) 863-
3340.

TENNESSEE: Knoxville: YSA, c/o Michael Lemonds,
P.O. Box 8641, University St., Knoxville, Tenn. 37916.
Tei: (615) 523-8445.

TEXAS: Austin: SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 5586, West
Austin Station, Austin, Texas 78703.

Dallas-Ft. Worth: YSA, Box 863, UTA Station, Arling-
ton, Texas 76010.

El Paso: YSA, UTEP, P.O. Box 178, El Paso, Texas
79999.

Houston: SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 39196, Houston,
Texas 77039.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: YSA, 2000 P St. NW, Rm.
413, Wash., D.C. 20036. Tel: (202) 833-9560.

WASHINGTON: Pullman: YSA, P.O. Box 2301 C.S,,
Pullman, Wash. 99163.

Seatfle: Militant Bookstore, 5257 University Way N.E,,
Seattle, Wash, 5105, rys. 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Mon-3ai.
Tel: {206) 523-2555.

WISCONSIN: La Crosse: YSA, c/o 431 N. 9th St.,
LaCrosse, Wis. 54601.

Madison: YSA, 202 W. Gilman, Madison, Wis. 53703.
Tel: (608) 256-0857.

Milwaukee: YSA, 1682 N. Franklin Pl, Milwaukee,
Wis. 53202 Tel: (41 4) 276:4463: - - e
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By DICK ROBERTS

NOV. 11 — A broad challenge is be-
ing leveled against the indictments of
25 persons at Kent State University.

The indictments were handed down
Oct. 16 by a special Ohio grand jury,
which exonerated the National Guard
of the murder of four Kent State stu-
dents last May. The indictments — on
phony charges of "incitement to riot"
and "arson”— were accompanied by

a state ban on any public criticism,

of the grand jury findings.

But the Ohio state government is

running into stiff opposition.

® Following a federal ruling that

the state ban on criticism of the grand
jury findings is illegal, Kent State Uni-
versity president Robert I. White blast-
ed the report and indictments. "The
charges are applicable to all higher
education,” White declared. "In fact,
the constitutional safeguards of Amer-
ican democracy are themselves under
fire."

e MILITANT
New steps to defend Kent 25

@® Another influential university
president, the Rev. Theodore M. Hes-
burgh of Notre Dame, also attacked
the indictments. Hesburgh in addition
criticized the new law that enables the
FBI to investigate "campus violence"
without being "invited” by the univer-
sity administration.

® The American Civil Liberties
Union announced Nov. 9 that former
Attorney General Ramsey Clark would
be a defense lawyer in the trial of
Craig Morgan, the student president
of Kent State, who is one of the 25
under indictment.

® A suit in federal court, with far-
reaching constitutional aspects con-
cerning the right of dissent, including
the right "to discuss and dissent from
Southeast Asia war policies,” has been
brought against the state prosecution.
The suit also charges the grand jury
with  whitewashing the National
Guard's role in the wanton murder
of the four Kent State students.

Coplaintiffs in this important suit
include nine of the 25 charged stu-
dents, 10 prominent civilians from
Kent including several clergymen, and
10 lawyers.

Associate Professor Thomas Lough,
the only Kent State faculty member
known to be under indictment, has
also joined the suit. Lough is being
represented by Att'y Gerald Messer-
man of one of Cleveland's best-known
law firms.

"This could develop into the most
important trial on constitutional rights
in the nation,” Att'y Jerry Gordon told
The Militant.

Gordon, a leader of the antiwar
movement and officer of the ACLU,
is one of three lawyers representing
the nine students. The others are Da-
vid Scribner of the New York Cen-
ter for Constitutional Rights and Ben-
jamin Sheerer of the ACLU.

Meanwhile a Kent Legal Defense
Fund has been formed to help raise
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UAW and GM
announce pact

NOV. 11 — As we went to press,
a tentative agreement in the auto
industry was announced but not
made available to the United Auto
Workers’ 350-member GM Coun-
cil. Irving Bluestone, codirector of
the union’s GM Dept.,, promised
written copies of the text of the
GM proposal would be available
at 9 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 12,
for council consideration.

Meanwhile, outside the council
meeting in Detroit today, a dem-
onstration of more than 500 auto
workers, called by UAW Local
160, demanded no retreat on ba-
sic union demands.

money for the 25 defendants. The
KLDF is publishing a newsletter —
"Kent 25 Plus"—in order to provide
ongoing information about the cases.
The KLDF address is P. 0. Box 116,
Kent, Ohio 44 240.

Black Gl critically wounded by vigilantes in Cairo

By DERRICK MORRISON

NOV. 9—White snipers pumped
eight bullets into a Black GI in Cairo,
Ill., on Nov. 8. The Cunningham
Lumber Co. burned to the ground on
the same day.

According to a press release issued
today by the United Front of Cairo,
"Wylie Anderson, age 23, a resident
of Cairo, Illinois, and a member of
the U.S. Army, remains in critical
condition today in a Poplar Bluff,
Missouri, veterans hospital. . . . The
shots which hit the Black soldier came
from white snipers hidden in a junk
yard, three-fourths of a block north
of where Anderson was standing in
Pyramid Courts, an all-Black hous-
ing project.”

The lumber company which burned
was owned by Bob Cunningham,
chairman of the United Citizens for
Community Action. The UCCA, for-
merly called the White Hats, is a vig-
ilante organization of white racists in
Cairo. But the company was located
directly across the street from the fire
station, and according to the United
Front, "Blacks generally feel that be-
cause of the location and the vicinity

in which the store burned, arsonists

* burned the building for insurance pur-

poses.”

Rev. Charles Koen, executive direc-
tor of the Front, said that the snipers
were trying to draw fire all evening.
The armored car was located nearby
and the motor was running. They
were "only waiting for us to fire our
first shot. It is plain to see now that
the tactics of the White Hats and the
state and local police are to kill Black
people, to wipe all of us out. We didn't
return the fire, but we must really pre-
pare for whatever they plan to do to
us. We will remain aggressively non-
violent. We must and will defend our-
selves. . . ."

In other developments, the Front
opened a community cooperative
clothing store on Nov. 7. Called "The
Palace,” it is a combination women's
store and teen and tot shop.

And on Nov. 6, the Cairo police
force became all-white with the resig-
nation of Sgt. Wilbert Beard. Resign-
ing just before him were Black police
officers Howard McLeod and Robert
Meeks. Beard resigned because of dis-
crimination within the department. But
Meeks left because he said he "could

Photo by Carl Hampton/ United

Armored car helps Cairo cops maintain ‘law and order.’

no longer feel safe in the streets as a
policeman when legalized white vig-
ilantes are at my back and could
shoot me.”

The Front is in urgent need of funds.
Contributions can be sent to: United
Front, P. 0. Box 544, Cairo, Illinois
62914.

Charges dropped against SMCer in Carbondale

CARBONDALE — State's attorney
Richard E. Richmond announced
Nov. 6 that criminal trespass charges
against Dale Garee, a well-known an-
tiwar activist at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity, had been dropped. The pre-
vious day SIU officials had rescind-
ed the ban preventing Garee from com-
ing onto the campus, following a hear-
ing scheduled at the demand of the
Dale Garee Defense Committee.

Dean Edward Hammond, assistant
to the chancellor on student affairs
and hearing officer, acknowledged at
the Nov. 4 hearing that no legitimate
evidence existed to justify the ban
imposed on Garee last July by a per-
sonal letter from SIU president Mor-
ris. The defense committee had main-
tained that no evidence existed to jus-
tify the ban on Garee, a leader of the
SIU Student Mobilization Committee
to End the War in Vietnam during
last spring's antiwar action. The com-
mittee had maintained that Garee was
banned because of his outspoken rad-
ical and antiwar ideas.

The hearing was granted when the
committee sent a delegation to the
chancellor demanding to know why

three and one-half months had elapsed
without any response to Garee's re-
quest for a hearing.

After the Nov. 4 hearing, Garee's
attorney disclosed that Dean Ham-
mond had presented a letter from C.
Richard Gruny, university legal coun-
sel, recommending that the ban be
lifted and the charges dropped. Fur-
ther prosecution of Garee would have
resulted in public exposure of the lack

of evidence against him and made it -

clear that the university's real reason
for banning him was simply his po-
litical views. Another letter from the
chief of campus security also recom-
mended that charges be dropped for
lack of evidence.

Hammond had refused to honor
Garee's request for an open, public
hearing, presumably to avoid this ex-
posure of the arbitrary and unjust
nature of the university's act. He also
refused to make public the proceedings
at the hearing or the contents of the
two letters.

Now that the Dale Garee Defense
Committee has proven that this type
of victimization can be defeated by

building a large-scale public defense,
lawyers for the committee are consid-
ering a court challenge of the consti-

tutionality of the statute under which
Garee and five other students were
banned.

Los Siete acquitted of murder charge

By GEORGE JOHNSON

SAN FRANCISCO— The murder
trial of Los Siete de la Raza ended in
a partial victory Nov. 7, when the
jury found all six defendants not
guilty after six days of deliberation.
Parents and friends of the youths
cheered wildly when the verdict was
announced. All six had been held in
jail for 18 months without bail.

However, the jury hung on robbery
charges against four of the six, and
immediately after the verdict, Judge
Lawrence Mana set bail at $1,000
each for the four. Mana had allowed
the jury two hours to deliberate the
robbery charges before he declared a
mistrial for four defendants. The jury
had only time enough to decide that
at least two of the defendants, Ro-
dolfo Martinez and Nelson Rodriguez,

were not even near the scene of the
alleged robbery.

The capitalist system of "justice” was
even more exposed shortly after the
verdict when Mana announced that
none of the defendants could be re-
leased. All six were held for charges
in another county for car theft and
armed robbery. They have now been
moved in handcuffs and leg irons to
the San Mateo County jail to await
trial on these new charges, which car-
ry a sentence of from five years to
life.

The murder acquittal for Los Siete
is a clear victory for the entire move-
ment, but a vigorous defense cam-
paign must continue in face of these
latest attempts to victimize the defen-
dants and the entire Latino commu-
nity.
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