DECEMBER 24, 1971 25 CENTS

THE MILITANT

A SOCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY/PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

Tens of thousands of Bangla Desh rebels are fighting for self-determination in struggle against Pakistan.
Above, guerrillas take positions in Satkhira, East Bengal, Nov. 26. For stories and editorial, see pp. 4-6.
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MANDEL SPEAKS ON TROTSKYISM IN YUGO-
SLAVIA: In the first public lecture on Trotskyism by a
Trotskyist spokesman in a workers state since Stalin

_crushed the Trotskyist opposition in the USSR, Ernest

Mandel spoke to an audience of 200 Nov. 22 at a Bel-
grade meeting sponsored by the Student Cultural Center.
Mandel, author of the two-volume work Marxist Economic
Theory, and editor of the Belgian revolutionary-socialist
weekly La Gauche, spoke on ‘‘The Role of Trotskyism in
the Contemporary Worldwide Liberation Movement.” His
talk was well-received and provoked a lively discussion.
Mandel recently completed an extensive tour of Canadian
universities. Unfortunately, U.S. audiences are presently
unable to hear Mandel because of a travel ban imposed
by Attorney General John Mitchell under a provision of
the notorious McCarran Act. Although the ban has been
struck down by a federal court, the government is appeal-
ing the decision and Washington refuses to allow Mandel
to visit until the appeal is settled.

TAKE A GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL TO LUNCRH: If
you pay taxes, you do just that every day according to
an item in the Dec. 9 New York Times. Executives in
various administration departments eat lunches in special
executive lunchrooms that are priced at a fraction of the
actual cost. For example, Department of Transportation
executives pay an average of $1.51 per lunch for meals
that cost an average of $16.06 apiece to prepare.

Last issue in 1971

This week’s issue of The Militant is the last one to
appear in 1971. We will suspend publication for
two weeks. The next issue, dated Jan. 14, will come
off the press Jan. 7.

SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS BACK
BELEAGUERED PROFESSOR: Using the fabricated
charges of two of his students as a pretext, the adminis-
tration at San Diego State University is trying to fire
Peter Bohmer, a radical economics professor. He is
charged with ‘““unprofessional conduct’’ because the two
students have alleged they were publicly ridiculed and
graded down for their right-wing views. The Committee
to Stop the San Diego State Railroad has mobilized wide
support for Bohmer, including the endorsement of the
Associated Students Council.

AN *“AFFAIR OF HONOR” IN URUGUAY: After the
recent elections in Uruguay, General Juan P. Ribas, the
76-year-old unsuccessful candidate for president of a right-
wing faction of the ruling Colorado Party, said some
nasty things about General Liber Seregni, the 54-year-
old defeattd presidential candidate of the Broad Front
Ribas said Seregni was a traitor and a coward because
he had run on the ticket of the Broad Front, which in-
cludes the Socialist and Communist Parties. The two then
had it out in a pistol duel Dec. 7. Each man fired twice
and missed the other both times.

CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS: Two years
ago, Nixon made a grandstand renunciation of germ
warfare. But Flora Lewis reports in the Dec. 6 Washing-
ton Post that the 1972 budget for chemical and gas war-
fare procurement is $50.8-million, up $25.5-million from
the 1971 budget of $25.3-million. She writes that while
some ‘“‘obsolete stock’ has been destroyed, ‘‘programs
for development of new and more effective weapons in this
field are barreling ahead at full speed.” Lewis reports
that courses continue at Ft. McClellan’s Chemical Center
‘““on how best to spread germ warfare, and the best strat-
egy for combining it with conventional and nuclear
attack.”

LIEBERMAN CASE: The case of “Radical Jack’ Lieber-
man, the Florida Young Socialist leader who was ar-
bitrarily dismissed from Florida State University in Talla-
hassee for discussing his revolutionary ideas at the ‘“wrong
time,”” went to court Dec. 13. Lieberman and his support-
ers had sought an injunction to restrain the FSU admin-
istration from dismissing him until the merits of the case
were fully decided. Federal Judge David K. Middlebrooks,
although he failed to reinstate him, did rule that Lieber-
man would be eligible for credit for the fall semester
should he win a favorable decision when' the case is ar-
gued on its merits. He set the date for the trial on Jan. 3,
the first day of winter quarter classes.

FRENCH PRISONERS WIN TWO DEMANDS: A French
prison rebellion was quelled Dec. 9 after the two major

demands of the youthful rebels were granted in Toul,
France, according to the Dec. 10 New York Times. The
two demands were the removal of the chief warden and
the prison director. The rebellion was one of a series,
according to the Times, all set off by a Justice Ministry
ban on Christmas parcels for inmates.

NATIVE AMERICAN PAPER REPRINTS FROM THE
MILITANT: The Late Autumn issue of Akwesasne Notes
reprints a portion of an item from Antonio Camejo’s
La Raza en Accion column in the Oct. 15 Militant con-
cerning the Oct. 12 holiday, El Dia de La Raza, cele-
brated in the English-speaking parts of America as Colum-
bus Day. Camejo’s item referred to George Novack’s
Genocide Against the Indians and was accompanied by
a cartoon from the Pathfinder Press book Cuba for Be-
ginners by Rius. Akwesasne Notes credits Camejo, No-
vack, Rius, Pathfinder Press and The Militant for the ma-
terial used. The Native American newspaper can be or-
dered from Akwesasne Notes, Roosevelt, N.Y. 13683.
There is no fixed rate for subscriptions, but printing and
postage cost the Mohawk Nation publishers about $2,000
per issue. The paper comes out monthly except during
February, August, and November.

MARTHA MITCHELL THE ECOLOGY ACTIVIST: Ac-
cording to a Dec. 10 Washington Post report of a Dec.
9 telephone conversation with Martha Mitchell, she didn’t
know last January that the black smoke she complained
to the city about came from the heating plant for the
White House and the Justice Department. Her complaint
led to a formal violation notice against the federal plant.
“It doesn’t make any difference,”” she told the Post. ‘‘It's
such a shame these people violate this, especially if the
government does it.”

JOHN SINCLAIR FREED: John Sinclair, Michigan rad-
ical who had served 28 months of his 10-year sentence
for possession of two marijuana cigarettes, was released
from prison late Dec. 13. Two days earlier, 15,000 per-
sons had jammed a University of Michigan auditorium
to demand his release. Attending the Ann Arbor rally
were John Lennon and Yoko Ono, who sang a song
dedicated to Sinclair.

“WITCH” WINS BACK ARIZONA TEACHING POST:
A superior court judge ordered Flowing Wells school
Dec. 3 to reinstate Ann Stewart, a teacher dismissed a
year ago for talking to her students about witchcraft.
The school board contended she had told her students
she was a witch, but she said ‘I never told anyone I
was a witch. I told my kids I had all the physical char-
acteristics of a witch, and they chose to believe I was
one. It was more fun for them that way.”

PUBLIC ATTITUDES ON NIXON’S GAME PLAN: Har-
ris Survey results reported Dec. 12 show 72 percent of the
public favoring the Price Commission and 61 percent
for the Pay Board. However, the same survey shows
that only 46 percent think Nixon’s controls will stop
inflation and only 32 percent expect to benefit person-
ally from Phase Two.

TRIAL OF 37 IRANIAN POLITICAL PRISONERS: In
line with the agreement of the Shah’s regime to allow
international observers at the trial of the 37 political pris-
oners arrested around the time of the 2,500th birthday
celebration, the Iranian Students Association of Northern
California reports that Catherine Roraback, president of
the National Lawyers Guild, is attending from the U. S.
“All democratic and progressive individuals,” the asso-
ciation’s newsletter states, ‘““are urged to donate to the
defense of the 37 by buying ‘Defense Bonds.’’”’ For more
information, write ISANC, P. O. Box 808, Berkeley, Calif.

LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE TWO: Thirty persons
were on-hand for the opening of the trial of Larry Mitchell
and Richard Spear at the L.A. County Courthouse Dec.
9. The two face misdemeanor charges for their role in
a peaceful demonstration against Marine recruiters on
the LACC campus Oct. 6. Students at LACC voted over-
whelmingly last semester to ban all military recruiters
from the campus.

EIGHT SAILORS GET DISCHARGES: Eight of the nine
Constellation crew members who sought sanctuary in a
San Diego church when the ship sailed for Vietnam were
given general discharges under honorable conditions Dec.
6. The nine were flown to the ship after it had sailed. One
chose to stay and the others were flown to San Francisco
and discharged. ’

— LEE SMITH



What record Militant sub drive showed

By BARRY SHEPPARD

Last week The Militant reported that
its drive to win 30,000 new readers
this fall went over the top, with Mil-
itant supporters selling a total of 32,-
580 introductory subscriptions. This
was the largest subscription drive in
the 43-year history of The Militant
and the single biggest step forward
ever taken in the circulation of the
revolutionary-socialist weekly.

The drive-began on Sept. 15 and
continued through Dec. 1. During this
11-week period, Militant supporters
were not only selling subscriptions
and single copies of the paper in rec-
ord numbers, but were also playing
key roles in building the Nov. 6 anti-
war actions and the Nov. 20 dem-
onstrations for the repeal of all abor-
tion laws, and in launching the 1972
presidential campaign of the Social-
ist Workers Party. Activists in the SWP
and the Young Socialist Alliance, who
formed the core of Militant sellers,
were also engaged in other work to
build the revolutionary-socialist move-
ment. These facts make the achieve-
ment of this subscription drive all the
more impressive. In the United States
today, there are no other organiza-
tions claiming to be socialist that
could have carried through such a
"fall offensive."

‘Besides reflecting the growth and
development of the SWP and YSA,
and of the influence of The Militant,
the success of the subscription drive
is an indicator of the developing rad-
icalization occurring in the United
States. Although still a small van-
guard in the country as a whole, grow-
ing numbers of people are being at-
tracted to the ideas of revolutionary
socialism and to the paper that de-
fends those ideas.

The Militant plays a unique role in
the United States. It projects a pro-
gram for the struggle against the
wage controls imposed by the ruling
class, a program that will lay the
foundation for a class-struggle left
wing in the union movement. It cham-
pions the struggles for self-determina-

tion of the Black and Chicano peo-
ples and all the oppressed nationali-
ties in the United States, and helps
chart the way forward for the suc-
cess of those struggles. It is an or-
ganizer of the antiwar and women's
movements. It helps bring an inter-
nationalist perspective to the move-
ments for social change in this coun-
try and helps create links with the
world-wide struggles of the oppressed.
On a national and international scale,
it champions the fight of all the op-
pressed for democracy and socialism.
And above all, it is the educator and
organizer of the revolutionary-social-
ist movement.

In the coming year, The Militant
will be the voice of the most dynamic
election campaign for revolutionary-
socialism in this country since the
days of E.V. Debs. It will reach hun-
dreds of thousands with the campaign
of Linda Jenness and Andrew Pulley
on the Socialist Workers Party pres-
idential ticket. The increase in the cir-
culation of The Militant is part and
parcel of the 1972 socialist campaign
effort, and seen in this light, the just-
completed subscription drive is a big
first step in further building up the cir-
culation of the paper during the elec-
tion year.

The objective The Militant has set
for itself is to become the mass-circu-
lation socialist weekly in this coun-
try. While it now has the largest cir-
culation of all the newspapers claim-
ing to be socialist, it still has a way
to go to achieve this goal. Why should
our sights be set on this objective—
rather than, for example, on a daily
paper with, perhaps, fewer pages?

James P. Cannon, the founding lead-
er of American Trotskyism, pointed
out that the art of politics consists
of knowing what to do next. In con-
sidering what is the best way to build
The Militant's circulation and politi-
cal impact, we have to start with the
reality of where we are and project
steps that will lead us where we want
to go and actually get us there. At
the present time, no socialist organi-
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zation in the United States has the
forces to adequately circulate a daily
paper. The attempt to do so would
actually harm circulation. This is one
of the reasons for the poor actual
circulation of the Communist Party's
Daily World, which is much below
that of The Militant.

It is also true that no socialist or-
ganization is yet a mass organiza-
tion with mass influence. None of them
can yet significantly affect the day-
to-day politics of the country. If they
did, they would need a daily voice.
(We leave out of discussion here other
factors, like the question of whether
a single daily can ever hope to serve
the entire country.)

The central task before us in build-

of its coverage and its circulation.
In the past two years we have made
important progress. In the fall of
1969, with the paper at 12 pages,
6,000 new subscriptions were obtained
in what was then the paper's largest
subscription drive since the 1945
labor upsurge, when over 22,000
subs were sold.

A drive in the spring of 1970
brought in 7,444 new subs. Last fall,
more than 16,000 new subs were sold,
and this was followed up by another
8,653 in the spring of 1971. Now
we have gone over the top on this
fall's campaign.

The staff of the paper has been in-
creased. A Southwest bureau has been
established. The number of pages now

O
Last week we listed the persons who sold over 200 subscriptions during
the Militant subscription drive. After we went to press, we learned that
Sally Moore of the Mid-Atlantic team sold 602 Militant subs.

Although we may net have heard about everyone yet, the following
people each sold 100 subs or more: Kirk Fowler, Floyd Fowler, and
Lee Artz of Detroit; Diane Grove of Twin Cities; Bruce Kaufman and
Lea Tammi of Philadelphia; Marty Rothman and Natalie Harary of
Los Angeles; Craig Honts of Seattle; Gary Meshe and Norton Sandler
of San Francisco; Syd Stapleton of Upper West Side, N.Y.; Lane Satter-
blom and Dave Saperstan of Chicago; Nolin Flander of Boston; John
Norbert and Rich Hill of Oakland-Berkeley; Bernie Senter of Cleveland;
Jean Lawrence of Lower Manhattan; Nat London of the Southern team.
e

ing the revolutionary-socialist move-
ment is the recruitment, education and
training of cadres, the indispensable
prerequisite for constructing the mass
revolutionary-socialist party in the fu-
ture. A large revolutionary-socialist
weekly, which can go into depth on
the central questions of U.S. and
world politics, is the most important
instrument for building such cadres.
And, we can realistically expect to
continue rapidly increasing the circu-
lation of a weekly with our present
relatively limited forces — relative, that
is, to the future mass movement we
intend to become.

Thus The Militant has been con-
sciously increasing its size, the scope

stands at 24. In the months ahead,
the staff will be further increased, and
we hope to increase the number of
pages as soon as feasible.

Militant supporters now have an im-
portant new opportunity and task be-
fore them. The Militant plans to
launch an intensive drive in the next
few months to win permanently as
many of the 32,580 new readers as
it can. This is important to make
solid steps forward in the paper's cir-
culation, and will help lay the basis
for a truly massive subscription cam-
paign next fall as part of the wind-
up of the 1972 socialist election cam-

paign.
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New stage in Bangla Desh freedom struggle

By TONY THOMAS

DEC. 14 — Well into the second week

of the Indo-Pakistan war, Pakistan's
reactionary occupation troops are be-
ing routed in Bangla Desh by the
combined strength of the Indian
armed forces and the Bengali freedom
fighters. As Indian troops and Ben-
gali guerrillas take town after town,
they are cheered by the Bengali mass-
es, who hope this will mean an end
to the bloody terror, which in the
last nine months has left one million
Bengalis dead and about 10 million
as refugees.

The Pakistani forces, weakened dur-
ing the past months by the growing
strength of the Bengali resistance

struggle, are now confronting India's"

superior military machine. As many
as 100,000 Bangla Desh freedom

dictator Yahya Khan, who claims
Pakistani forces will fight "to the last.”

According to the Dec. 12 Washing-
ton Post, the conditions under which
Malik offered to surrender/ included,
among others, the following stipula-
tions:

"Pakistan's army would surrender
only to the Indian army. . . .

"East Pakistani officials would not
deal with the Bangla Desh guerrillas
or officials claiming to represent an
independent state in Pakistan. . . .

"The administration of East Paki-
stan would be turned over to the repre-
sentatives of the Awami League who
were elected to the National Assembly
a year ago but never took their seats.”
" Indian troops have broadcast pleas
asking the Pakistanis to surrender to
them rather than face the judgment

Bengalis cheer arrival of Indian and Bangla Desh troops in Jessore

fighters, according to an estimate in
the Dec. 6 issue of Time magazine,
are participating in the offensive
against the Pakistani forces.

At this writing Indian forces have
captured nearly all of East Bengal.
India is expected to complete its con-
quest of the Pakistani forces within
the next few weeks, barring outside
intervention.

U.S. and other foreign refugees
from Dacca and other parts of Paki-
stani-held Bengal report that the Paki-
stani army and supporters of the Yah-
ya Khan regime have continued atroc-
ities against the Bengali people as the
Indians approach Dacca. The Dec.
13 Times reported that "the Bengali
population was fleeing the East Paki-
stani capital in droves as Indian
troops moved in on the city.

"As the Bengalis pour out of Dacca

.. . Biharis and other non-Bengalis’

—the minority groups who have col-
laborated with the Pakistani Army
during its eight-and-a-half month re-
pression of the Bengalis— are pour-
ing in, carrying the arms given them
by-the army."

According to the Times, the Biharis
—an aggregate name used by Ben-
galis for Moslems who migrated from
what is now India to Pakistan, most
of whom have middle class positions
in East Bengal — were roaming Dac-
ca, firing at windows showing the
slightest crack of light in the blacked-
out city.

One Western evacuee from- Dacca
told Times correspondent Sydney
Schanberg Dec. 12 that "even with
the Indian troops advancing, Paki-
stan soldiers as of a few days ago
were still burning villages and kill-
ing the residents in some areas.”

High Pakistani military officials, as
well as Dr. A.M. Malik, governor of
Pakistani-occupied East Bengal, have
proposed surrendering to the Indian
forces and representatives of the
Awami League, the most prominent
Bengali nationalist party. So far this
proposal has been vetoed by Pakistani
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of the Bengali guerrillas.

The question of how the Pakistani
butchers of the Bengali people will
be dealt with—by the Indian govern-
ment or by the Bengali people — raises
the broader question of what role In-
dia will play in relation to Bangla
Desh once the yoke of oppressive Paki-
stani rule is removed. -

The war between India and Paki-
stan, a war in which both sides are
fighting for their predatory interests,
has nonetheless provided an opening
for the Bangla Desh national libera-
tion struggle to receive important as-
sistance in ridding Bangla Desh of
the tyranny that has forcibly kept it
part of Pakistan.

Although the objective situation cre-
ated by India's conflict with Pakistan
has had the progressive effect of help-
ing to liberate Bangla Desh from Paki-
stani domination, capitalist India has
intervened for its own interests — in-
terests that evidence shows are not
the same as those of the Bangla Desh
struggle for self-determination. It in-
tends to impose a moderate govern-
ment subservient to India and will
use its military presence to attempt
to accomplish that objective.

India’s record

India's relations with other op-
pressed nationalities on the subcon-
tinent over the last 25 years are one
example of what can be expected. In
an interview last month with a Militant
correspondent in Europe, Sitaram B.
Kolpe, an Indian revolutionary-so-
cialist, scored India's reactionary
course on the national question. Kolpe
is president of the Indian Federation
of Working Journalists and a leader
of the Socialist Workers Party of In-
dia, the Indian section of the Fourth
International.

Kolpe pointed out that the right of
full self-determination is denied to all
oppressed nationalities within capital-
ist India. There are even laws against
advocating self-determination for any
of the large national, linguistic and

religious minorities within India. In
the past, Kolpe said, these laws were
used against the Tamil-speaking peo-
ple in southern India, who demanded
an independent Tamil state.

India's denial of self-determination
to Kashmir has been one of its most
flagrant cases of national oppression.
When India and Pakistan were divided
in 1947, Kashmir was seized by In-
dia despite the opposition of the over-
whelmingly . Moslem Kashmiris. Only
the ruling Hindu aristocracy led by
the Maharajah of Kashmir favored In-
dia.

India has consistently rejected de-
mands by Pakistan, the United Na-
tions and the Kashmiri people that
a referendum be held to determine
whether Kashmir should be part of
India or Pakistan. Adovcates of Kash-
miri self-determination have been
jailed, shot and deported. The forced
retention of Kashmir as a part of
India is also one of the Indian cap-
italists' aims in the current war.

Despite India's reactionary record
on self-determination, some who claim
they support Bangla Desh have re-
fused to separate support to the just
struggle of the Bangla Desh freedom
fighters from support to India's war
aims against Pakistan.

High on the list are the government
of the Soviet Union and the Commu-
nist parties that support it. The Daily
World (a newspaper reflecting the
views of the U.S. Communist Party),
for example, has hailed the Indians
as "liberators,” and given uncritical
support to the Indian-dominated "Pro-
visional Government of Bangla Desh."
With this backing from the USSR,
it is no wonder that the Indian gov-
ernment has demanded that the pro-
Moscow Communists in East Bengal
be placed in the "Provisional Govern-
ment," regardless of the wishes of the
East Bengali people.

India’s aims

India is moving to gain control of-

the civil, police and military functions
of Bangla Desh. A dispatch from Cal-
cutta in the Dec. 11 Washington Post
reported that the Indian government
is "preparing to send civilian admin-
istrators, including police, into occu-
pied areas of East Pakistan to ensure
the New Delhi-supported Bangla Desh
government is installed in the seat
of power."

The same article also reported that

Lt. Gen. Jagjit Singh Aurora,-the com- -

mander of India's forces on the East
Bengal front, announced he had been
appointed by the Mukti Bahini (Ben-
gali guerrillas identified with the
Awami League) as "their over-all com-
mander." He did not indicate whether
the rank-and-file of the Bangla Desh
liberation movement approved this
"appointment.”

Aurora indicated that one of his
goals was to prevent "summary” pun-
ishment of West Pakistani and Bihari
war criminals by the Bengali masses.
He told the Washington Post that he
was not giving large amounts of cap-

tured Pakistani weapons to the Ben-

gali freedom fighters. "You don't want
to give them too much," he said. "You
have to keep some kind of control of
weapons."

The attempt by India to impose on
Bangla Desh a non-elected "Provision-
al Government' dominated by the
Awami League has been an important
source of friction between the Indian
government and the desires of the Ben-
gali masses.

The "Provisional Government” bases
its claim to legitimacy on the Awami
League's overwhelming victory in
East Bengal in the December 1970 Pa-
kistan elections. This, however, may
not indicate the current views of the
masses of Bengalis. For one thing,

the electoral victory was not an ade-
quate reflection of Bengali sentiment
at that time, because most of the par-
ties to the left of the reformist Awami
League boycotted the elections.

Secondly, the Awami League lost
considerable confidence among the
Bengali masses during the period be-
tween the elections and the March
1971 Pakistani invasion. The Awami
League refused to call for national
independence until after the Pakistani
invasion, despite massive demonstra-
tions and a general strike in which
the Bengali masses raised that de-
mand. Furthermore, while it had ef-
fective control of the Bengali local
administration, it did nothing to pre-
pare the Bengali people for a pro-
longed national liberation struggle.
Instead, it allowed Yahya Khan to
ship in the tens of thousands of troops
he then used to slaughter the Ben-
galis.

Since the invasion, the Awami
League has been fractured. Some of
its leaders, including Sheik Mujibur
Rahman, have been jailed. Others
have been killed. An entire section of
the Awami League has defected to
the Pakistanis, including 30 of its 167
delegates to the Pakistan National As-
sembly. Another section operates
mainly from India.

Bengali militants

Since the invasion in March, the
politics of Bangla Desh have shifted
into what the Dec. 10 Washington Post
termed "rapid flux."

The Post states, "In the confusion
of the immediate times, even the Ben-
gali leaders confess they are not in
touch with the political currents cours-
ing through the guerrilla partisans
and especially the young students who
played a large role in the fighting
against the Pakistani army.

"There is, however, some point of
consensus. The young Bengali ac-
tivists have moved wide to the left
of the Awami League leadership. It
is doubtful that when the shooting
stops the old leadership will still be
in tune with the young insurgents who
have done the greater part of the fight-
ing.

"The war may have strengthened
the active Communist movements in
East Bengal, one Soviet-oriented and
the other roughly classified as Mao-
ist— although neither seems to have
clearly defined foreign associations.”

Thus, Bengali militants may take
the Bangla Desh struggle beyond the
limits proscribed for it by the Awami
League and the Indian capitalists. The
arms in the hands of these militants
pose an especially important question.

A dispatch from Jessore, Bangla
Desh, in the Dec. 13 Christian Science
Monitor pointed out that in Jessore,
"One hears that some of the Mukti
Bahinis who did the fighting against
East Pakistan's military regime since
last May may prove reluctant to turn
in their weapons and revert to passive
role(s] while leaders who spent much
of their time in Calcutta or New Delhi
take over everything." The Monitor
also says that a number of Awami
League leaders "beat it into the field
to join the Mukti Bahini when the
war started"—to dispel their "arm-
chair ‘general” image, no doubt.

The clash between these forces and
opposition to Indian control of Bangla
Desh may dominate the next stage
of the struggle for Bengali national
liberation. This is an important rea-
son why supporters of the Bengali

. struggle must realize the dangers of

India's role. Only a government re-
flecting the wishes of the Bengali peo-
ple, not one imposed and imported
from Calcutta, can reflect self-deter-

Continved on page 22
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By TONY THOMAS

The struggle of Bangla Desh for self-determination is at
the heart of the war between India and Pakistan. The
origins of this struggle lie in the national oppression
of the people of East Bengal by the capitalist rulers of
West Pakistan, and the rebellion of the Bengali people
against that oppression.

The Muslim religion is the only tie between East Bengal
and West Pakistan. Racially, culturally and linguistically,
the Bengalis have little in common with the people of West
Pakistan. In 1947, when the British imperialists partitioned
the subcontinent into two countries — India and Pakistan —
"Islamic unity” provided a convenient means to maintain
the oppression of East Bengal by the "22 families that
control West Pakistan.

While 75 million people inhabit the 55,126 square miles
of Bangla Desh (at the same density the U.S. population
would be 4.5 billion), 55 million people occupy over 310,-
000 square miles in West Pakistan. Yet since the establish-
ment of Pakistan in 1947, the Bengali majority has been
oppressed and exploited by the West Pakistani minority.

When the Pakistani occupation forces were sent into
East Bengal last Marcly, wheat and rice were twice as
expensive in East Bengal as in West Pakistan. Despite
the fact that the majority of the people lived in Bangla
Desh and that most of Pakistan's foreign exchange came
from sales of Bengali burlap and jute, most services and
resources were directed to West Pakistan.

Six times as much electricity, four times as much foreign
aid, three times as many imports, and twice as much in
development funds were spent in West Pakistan than in
East Bengal. The Bengali majority had only 13 percent
of the electrical power, 25 percent of the telephones, 20
percent of the motor vehicles, and 15 percent of the teach-
ers of Pakistan.

Urdu, a tongue spoken in 1951 by less than five per-
cent of the population of both nations, was declared the
official language of Pakistan. Bengali attempts to have
their language and culture given equality were constantly
crushed by the Pakistani rulers.

From the early 1950s the struggle of the East Bengalis
against Pakistani oppression has played a central role
in Pakistan's political life, forcing the Pakistani rulers to
proclaim a military dictatorship in 1958. Bengali youth
and workers played a major role in the mobilizations
that forced President Ayub Khan out of office in 1969.

In December 1970, national elections were held to re-
establish a "national" civilian government in Pakistan.
These elections resulted in the Awami League, a Bengali-
based bourgeois nationalist party, winning 167 of the
313 seats in the National Assembly. Key to the Awami

League's program was a call for Bengali autonomy on

economic matters and in local government.

Yahya Khan, the present dictator of Pakistan, postponed
the meeting of the National Assembly because of the threat
that an Awami League-dominated assembly would permit

. greater autonomy for Bangla Desh. Between December

and March, Sheik Mujibur Rahman, the principal leader
of the Awami League, and representatives of the Paki-
stani regime, including Yahya himself, held negotiations
on the fate of East Bengal.

Independence demonstrations

During this period, intense mass mobilizations were
held raising demands that went beyond the Awami
League's program for autonomy and called for full in-
dependence from Pakistan. A general strike was launched
in Dacca on March 2. Huge demonstrations —ranging
in size from several hundred thousand to one million —
demanded total independence for Bangla Desh.

While Awami League leaders paid lip service to inde-
pendence in March, they based their strategy on nego-
tiations with Yahya, seeking a compromise around their
six-point program for autonomy. Although the Awami
League had effective control of the local administration
of East Bengal, it refused to arm the Bengali masses
or prepare them for a possible struggle with Pakistan.
It also allowed tens of thousands of loyal Pakistani troops
to enter Bangla Desh.

Thousands of Bengalis were killed when the Pakistanis
launched a genocidal campaign to crush the Bengali na-
tionalist mass mobilizations and the Awami League. Lead-
ers of the Awami League, including Sheik Mujibur, were
imprisoned; others were shot.

Despite this savage repression—equalled in recent his-
tory only by the U.S. assault on Vietnam — the Bengali
people maintained their demand for national independence
and stepped up their resistance. Bengali guerrilla orga-
nizations, some supporting the Awami League and others
independent of it, took up the fight within Pakistani-
occupied Bangla Desh. A "Provisional People!s Republic
of Bangla Desh" was proclaimed April 13, 1971, by
Awami League supporters exiled in India. It was endorsed,
at first behind the scenes, by the Indian government.

The struggle by the oppressed workers and peasants
of Bangla Desh for separation from Pakistan—a country
that has forcefully retained them within its political bound-
aries—is a progressive development. It has served to
inspire all oppressed peoples, both on the Indian sub-
continent and throughout the world.

The significant degree of mass participation in the armed
struggle against the capitalist rulers of Pakistan and the
independence of the struggle has given it a revolutionary

character surpassing anything seen on the subcontinent
since the independence struggle against British imperial-
ism. It therefore merits the unconditional support of all

* who call themselves socialist.

However, some who claim to be Marxists equivocate
or totally refuse to support the Bangla Desh liberation
struggle.

Maoists support Yclhyo

High on this list is the Maoist regime in China, which
has supplied the Yahya dictatorship with considerable
military aid. After Yahya Khan launched his brutal at-
tack on the Bengali people, Chou En-lai, the Chinese
premier, sent a note to him. The note, publicly released
April 12, 1971, thanked Yahya for the "useful work" he
had done "to uphold the unification of Pakistan and pre-
vent it from moving toward a split. . . ." This useful work
included the murder of more than one million Bengali
workers, peasants and students; the destruction of villages,
towns and cities; and the driving of more than 10 mil-
lion people into miserable exile in India. Today China
uncritically supports the Pakistani dictatorship, not only
in its war with India, but in its war against the Bangla
Desh freedom fighters as well.

This policy flows from China's military and diplomatic
alliance with Pakistan. While it is sometimes in the in-
terest of a workers state like China to make agreements
with capitalist states, it is unprincipled to extend such
alliances to full endorsement of reactionary foreign and
domestic policies.

While the position of the Chinese bureaucracy has few
supporters in this country, the Guardian, a New York-
based radical weekly, has taken a position that in many
respects coincides with Peking's.

Although the Guardian criticizes the repression and bru-
tality of Pakistan's troops in Bangla Desh, the implication
of its editorials in the Dec. 1 and Dec. 15 issues is sup-
port to Pakistan against India and the Bangla Desh rebels.

The Guardian brands India as "the obvious aggressor,”
which "must be sternly condemned.” The Dec. 15 editorial
stated, "The only just solution is an immediate cease-
fire, withdrawal of troops a safe distance behind respec-
tive borders, and negotiations to seek a peaceful settle-
ment."

This solution would leave the Pakistani occupation forces
in Bangla Desh, thus recognizing the right of the Paki-
stani capitalist rulers to forcibly retain the Bengali people
within Pakistan. This would be in spite of the fact that
almost a year of heroic struggle by the Bengalis has
proved beyond a doubt that the Bengali masses want
complete independence.

Separation or autonomy

Although the Guardian concedes that the Bengali peo-
ple have the right to self-determination, including the right
to separate, it feels that the Bengali masses have not yet
decided between separation or a form of autonomy within
Pakistan.

"At this point," the editors write in the Dec. 15 issue,
"the East Pakistani masses have had the issue decided
for them by the Indian government, which has seized
on the situation to dismember the only obstacle in its
way to total hegemony over the subcontinent and greater
influence in Asia — a unified Pakistan.”

The Guardian also attempts to denigrate the indepen-
dence struggle by criticizing the reformist Awami League
as "separatist." This is ironic because in reality it was
Awami League leaders who last winter attempted to curb
the separatism of the Bengali masses and substitute the
demand for autonomy. To the extent that the Awami
League demands full independence, it reflects the pressure
of the national liberation struggle of the Bengali workers,
peasants and students.

The Guardian closes its eyes to the struggles that have
taken place in the last year for Bengali independence —
struggles that were not imposed by India. Their only
comment .on these struggles is the following: "Precisely
what happened in the nearly three months between the
elections and the scheduled convening of the National
Assembly is not entirely clear." This is stated as fact even .
though: reports of mass mobilizations in Bangla Desh for
independence reached the entire world.

Although India did not impose the demand for separa-
tion on the Bengali masses, it is true that its war with
Pakistan helped bring that separation about. The Bengali
freedom fighters correctly utilized this objective situation
to help get the Pakistani tyrants off their backs. The Guar-
dian, which isn't ready to accept separation, doesn't see
it this way. "The 'liberation' brought by Indian tanks
and planes to the Bengali people of East Pakistan is in
fact a setback for national liberation, not an advance."

This is totally false. It is a tremendous advance and
inspiration for all national liberation struggles.

To recognize this in no way minimizes the very real
danger that capitalist India will attempt to dominate Ban-
gla Desh. The war aims of India and the struggle for
Bengali self-determination are not the same. However,
the Guardian fatalists assume that a Bangla Desh regime
"beholden lock, stock, and barrel, to India" is an accom-
plished fact. They apparently fail to recognize that a mass
movement independent of both India and Pakistan has
emerged from nearly nine months of civil war. This move-
ment will not take kindly to domination by another mas-
ter. .

Continved on page 22
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Hands off Bangla Desh!

An ominous note was added to the Indo-Pakistan .war Dec. 12 when
President Nixon ordered several warships, including the nuclear-pow-
ered aircraft carrier Enterprise, from the Tonkin Gulf to the Bay of
Bengal. The naval task force is transporting 2,000 U.S. marines.

The Enterprise—the largest warship in human history —carries about
a hundred fighter-bombers, bombers, fighters, reconnaissance aircraft,
helicopters and small cargo planes. lts ordnance stores include nuclear
bombs.

In the first announcement of the naval movement, U.S. naval of-
ficials claimed the reason the ships are being sent to the coast of East
Bengal is to evacuate U.S. citizens from Dacca and other cities in Ban-
gla Desh.

This is an obvious lie. During the weekend of Dec. 10-12, most
foreigners who wished to leave Dacca were evacuated during a tem-
porary truce in the air war. In fact, most Americans were evacuated
from Bangla Desh before the Indo-Pakistan war began. There are con-
flicting reports as to how many Americans are still in East Bengal
and how many of them actually want to leave. The highest flgure
claimed by the State Department is 182.

Even if they all wanted to leave, the job of evacuating them scarce-
ly requires the 90,000-ton Enterprise and its escorts.

To be sure, the U.S. has no right to intervene in East Bengal, no
matter how many Americans are there. The U.S. is using this as an
excuse to threaten the Bangla Desh liberation fighters, India and the
Soviet Union. The U.S. imperialists used the same phony pretext to
send 25,000 troops into Santo Domingo in 1965.

On Dec. 16, the New York Times reported that the State Department
officials described another purpose of the mission 'as a show of force’
for the benefit of India and the Soviet Union. Washington fears that
now that India has defeated Pakistani troops in East Bengal, it will
attack West Pakistan.
reduce one of its main allies in Asia to second-class status in relation
to India, which a couple of months ago signed a military pact with the
Soviet Union. \

Since the early 1950s, the U.S. has poured billions of dollars in
military and economic aid into Pakistan, which is a member of both
the SEATO and CENTO anti-Communist military alliances. Pakistan's
Yahya Khan personally made the arrangements for Nixon's trip to
China, at Nixon's request. Since the invasion of Bangla Desh last
March, the U.S. has continued behind-the-scenes military assistance
to Pakistan, despite public disclaimers.

The U.S. also fears the revolutionary thrust of the Bengali struggle
for self-determination. Before the Indo-Pakistan war began, the U.S.
oﬂempted to put pressure on India and the Bangla Desh leaders to
accept "autonomy'’ for East Bengal within Pakistan.

Since the war began, the U.S., along with China, has tried to bring
about United Nations intervention to save Pakistan from losing East
Bengal.

Now the Nixon administration has sent the nuclear-armed Enter-
prise to apply pressure to India and the Soviet Union. They want to
force them to stop the war before India takes more territory from
Pakistan and to make sure the Bengali masses are demobilized and
brought under control.

As Indian troops moved into cuty after city in Bangla Desh, they
already began taking steps to establish a Bangla Desh government
subservient to India. However, the Bengali masses are mobilized and
will resist Indian attempts to dominate them. The logic of such a con-
flict could lead to the deepening of the revolutionary struggle in Ban-
gla Desh. It could lead to the national liberation struggle growing over
into a struggle to end capitalism. Furthermore, Washington fears that
the ‘example of an independent Bangla Desh where the masses are
mobilized and are engaged in armed struggle could touch off strug-
gles by the workers and peasants in India and Pakistan.

The U.S. seeks to intimidate the Bangla Desh fighters and serve
warning that it will intervene if the revolution gets out of hand.

The American people have seen what U.S. intervention means
in Vietnam and Santo Domingo—the bloody suppression of the right
of oppressed peoples to control their own affairs. The U.S. has no
more business in sending the Enterprise to threaten the Bengali rev-
olution than it did sending it to Indochina.

The threat of U.S. intervention in Bangla Desh raises the danger
of a war that could involve the U.S., the Soviet Union and China.

The U.S., Russigq, India,.Pakiston and China have no right to im-
pose their will on the 75 million people who live in Bangla Desh. A
United Nations intervention would only mask an imperialist-imposed
settlement. Only the Bengali people have the right to control their
affairs. Hands off Bangla Desh!

It is also concerned that the Pakistani defeat will"

Letters

A suggestion
I have a suggestion for your news-
paper. On the front page under the
name of your newspaper is written:
"a socialist newsweekly/ published in
the interests of the working people."
Let's face it, your newspaper is
not just for working people. What
about youth, Blacks, women, stu-
dents, GIs and the unemployed and
those on welfare? Especially the lat-
ter two. They make up a sizable
minority of the population and
their numbers are expected to grow,
due to the worsening economic cri-
sis within capitalism. So why not
change it to: "a socialist newsweekly/
published in the -interests of the
MASSES?" After all the masses en-
compass all segments of the popu-
lation.
Tom LoBello
Bronx, N.Y.

Editor's reply— As Marxists, we be-
lieve that the most fundamental di-
vision in society is a class division.
Capitalist society is divided into
those who own the major wealth
and those who are essentially prop-
ertyless; into those who live from
the labor of others, and those who
must sell their labor power in order
to survive.

The categories you mention—
youth, Blacks, women, students, GIs,
unemployed, and welfare recipients
— are all predominantly from the
working class. Even if they are not
working during a specific period of
their lives, or do not work but are
dependent for support on someone
who does (as in the case of a house
wife, for example), this fact does
not change.

Taking the side of the working
class in this fundamental social con-
flict means also taking the side of
youth, oppressed nationalities, wom-
en, GIs and all those oppressed un-
der capitalism. If is in the interests
of the working class to abolish all
forms of oppression and to fight
for a new, humane, rational or-
ganization of society: a socialist sys-
tem. Thus, in a broad sense, what
is in the interests of the working
class is also in the interests of hu-
manity as a whole.

Since The Militant is a tool in
the fight for a better world, a wea-
pon in the struggle between two
great adversaries, we want to iden-

tify which side we are on and identi-

fy ourselves with the whole history
and tradition of the international
struggles of the working class and
its allies. A vague statement like
"published in the interests of the
masses" does not do this.

Padilla debate

I have been out of the country for
the past two weeks and so have

just seen the report on the debacle
at the Militant Labor Forum as re-
ported by Louise Armstrong in your
Nov. 29th issue.

I suppose that your thesis that
Sandra Levinson and I "ducked"
out of the discussion on the Padilla
affair was thoroughly predictable.
It's easily the most convenient stance
for you to take. But I think that
neither this assertion nor the soft-
pedaling ingenuousness with which
the outrageous circumstances of the
meeting, were described really ex-
plains anything.

Here are some of the questions
which require a response: 1) Why
were Levinson and I told that Su-
san Sontag was participating when
she had never agreed to? 2) Why

was she advertised as appearing on
a specific date when she had never
agreed? (Incidentlally, she claims
that from the beginning she had
said that she would not speak at
such a discussion.) 3) Why were
neither Levinson or myself ever no-
tified that Sontag would not be
there?

Why were we not told that Juan
Goytisolo was being invited? (His
name was used in leaflets advertis-
ing the event, but we had never
heard his name mentioned by any-
one from the Militant Labor Forum
until a half hour before the meeting
we were informed that he would not
be there.)

Surely it must have been clear that
Levinson and I were prepared to
speak on the Padilla affair? Other-
wise we would simply have made
our statement and left? We were wait-
ing for a response. I honestly felt
that it would have cleared the at-
mosphere if my suggestion for elect-
ing a chairman from the floor had
been adopted. But I didn't have too
much hope of that.

All any of you had to do was
to make an apology— a perfunctory
one would have done it, I imagine—
and then the onus would have been
on us if we didn't want to continue.
But the absolute refusal of the Mili-
tant Labor Forum to even consider
what we had brought up really left
us no alternative and so we left.

There are important questions in-

.volved — the meaning of artistic "free-

dom" in a socialist society is a very
important question, although, frank-
ly, I think it has nothing to do
with the Padilla matter.

The role of the artist in a social-
ist society is a thorny question about
which we are now beginning to ac-
cumulate some knowledge based not
on theory but practice, and a whole
new world of ideas flows therefrom.

The" there's the question of what's
really happening in Cuba these
days. Is it some kind of calcification
of the socialist ‘process as Harry
Ring seems to imply? Or is it the
emergence of the next level of so-
cialist development— as many Cu-
ban communists now assert?

But the idea that such questions
could have been seriously discussed
in an atmosphere that had been so
outrageously manipulated and mis-
represented is ludicrous.

Critically — but fraternally,

Irwin Silber
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Cleveland, Nov. 6

In response to Alan Roth (see Dec.
17 letters column), who belittles the
participation of labor in the Nov.

6 Cleveland antiwar demonstration,
I would like to quote an article I
noticed in the November issue of

the Federation Bulletin, publication
of the Cleveland AFL-CIO Federa-
tion of Labor. The article, by Marge
Cramer, says:

"My first antiwar march . . .
marching along behind the Vietnam .
Veterans with the American flag wav-
ing to the right of the Veterans for
Peace flag . . . the chants of the vet-
erans against the war (some were
quite strong) . . . the disabled vet
in the wheel chair leading the pa-
rade . . . the cars honking their
horns in support . . . people joining
in the march from the sidewalk . .
the hard work of the Cleveland Area
Peace Action Coalition, the Student
Mobilization Committee and the vig-
ilance of the marshals . . . the
speeches at the square (people like



I
Auda Romine, Meat Cutters DU 427,
who has been speaking against the
war for a long, long time) in the
cold, wet rain . . . the people stand-
ing there listening and cheering . . .
trying to ignore the wet and the
cold.

"And there are some who think
that the antiwar movement has be-
come passive."

F. L.
New York, N.Y.

Prisoner’s view

You may have heard how prisoners
are nothing but animals— vicious,
violent, savage animals, caged for
their own protection as well as for
the protection of society. To back
up this assumption it is pointed out
that the convict will fight and even
kill a fellow prisoner for as little

a reason as receiving a dirty look
from a con, or for a pack of ciga-
rettes.

Well, these things do happen, but
rather than indicting the imprisoned
people as a class, they indict the
social system from which the prison-
er came, along with the correctional
system under which he or she is
serving time.

The prisoner is constantly subject-
ed to unbelievable tension; they are
oppressed in every conceivable man-
ner. Their food and drink are pol-
luted with roaches and maggots.
Their mail — their wives' and hus-
bands' most precious words— are
censored or often destroyed or re-
turned to the sender as being unfit
for the prisoner to receive.

The prisoner is a complete strang-
er to privacy; he is constantly in
sight of the guards or his fellow
prisoners, and even his most pri-
vate bodily functions are under con-
stant observation. Every effort the
prisoner makes to improve himself
or his environment is met with hos-
tility and suspicion.

So in light of all this, is it any
wonder that the prisoner overreacts
at the slightest real or imagined pro-
vocation? It should be remembered
also that in general the prisoner
committed crimes in a social system
that, to say the least, is contrary to
natural evolutionary development—
a system that puts profit and wealth
before human need, tradition and
law before justice.

So the next time you hear pris-
oners referred to as animals, or
someone mentions a killing in pris-
on, or you hear about how awful
the cons treated the hostages at At-
tica, just remember, we prisoners
are people too and are existing un-
der some pretty rough oppression.
We cannot help but reflect this op-
pression as long as it exists.

T. Victor Franzen
Correctional Institution
Norfolk, Mass.

The letters column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen-
eral interest to our readers. Please
keep your letters brief. Where neces-
sary they will be abridged. Please in-
dicate if your name may be used or if
you prefer that your initials be used
instead.
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The Great Society

Comedy in high places— Racism
aside, Supreme Court Justice Rehn-
quist does have a keen sense of hu-
mor. At least the Los Angeles Times
thinks so. At his post-confirmation
press conference, the paper said, he
‘‘displayed some of the wit that has
made him a popular figure at the Jus-
tice Department.”’ Sample: Asked if
he would keep the Justice Department
press office advised of his immediate
plans, he responded with a grin, I
feel I no longer have the same obli-
gation.” They better put safety belts
on the bench so the other judges don’t
roll off.

Politically skizoid — The ski outfit that
last year plugged its product as so
revolutionary ‘‘that we almost called
it the ‘Trotski’”” has settled for dub-
bing it ““Numero Uno.”

Proudly self-reliant— There’s little grist
for the antiestablishment propaganda
mill in the decision of the inflation-
conscious British Parliament tg double
the Queen’s allowance to $2.4-million
a year. While some others on welfare
may not be willing to help themselves,
the Queen is apparently motivated by
the tradition of America’s Great De-
pression. Britishers are being urged
to visit her 20,000-acre Sandringham
estate, where 30-pound boxes of apples
are being offered for $3.75.

Self-realization program — A ‘““mobile
grooming clinic” is touring the New

York branches of the National Bank
of North America, offering free ‘‘beau-
ty treatments’” to women employees.
One is called ““Chinese porcelain beau-
ty”” and includes bamboo green
pressed eyelid shadow. Why is the
company doing this? “Well, we ask
ourselves,” a bank spokeswoman ex-
plained, ‘““how can we make the wom-
en feel their role is very important—
from tellers to file clerks and those
who work in the computer room? This
is part of our answer. If a woman
looks well and feels well, she performs
best.”

Music to exit by— The managers of
America’s bomb shelters have taken
steps to help future occupants avoid
an identity crisis. One measure will
be to pipe in familiar music. Selec-
tions on the shelter hit parade include
Marian Anderson’s “He’s Got the
Whole World in His Hands” and a
performance by the Mormon Taber-
nacle Choir of the folk tune **This
Land is Your Land.” (*Is” or
“Was?”)

Wrinkleweed they call it— A medical
researcher reports in The Annals of
Internal Medicine that an extensive
survey shows a definite link between
tobacco and facial wrinkles. He finds
smoking a much bigger factor in caus-
ing wrinkles than either age or out-
door activity. Maybe American To-
bacco and Revlon will work up a

combination offer on coffin nails and
wrinkle remover.

Losing their appetite— Dr. Ogden
Johnson, a spokesman for the Food

~and Drug Administration, says, “We

have been quite frankly appalled at
the degree to which the consumer does
not trust the manufacturer.”

Dual paternity — Recent news item
about the Catholic scholar Raymond
Brown were incomplete. Brown did
say that doubts were stirring among
scripture experts about the virgin birth
of Christ. But, he added, even a neg-
ative finding on this point would not
alter the fact that Jesus was “God’s
unique son.” ‘““Human fatherhood,”
he explained, ‘‘does not exclude di-
vine fatherhood.”

Dreams of glory— Apparently smitten
with the blood-and-guts image, Presi-
dent Nixon has seen Patton so many
times that the producer has given him
a 16mm print of the film.

The sacred institution — One of Reno’s
posher marriage parlors offers a free
corsage, color photos, and a dressing
room for quick-change monogamists.
A huge sign -advises, “We accept all
major credit cards.” The brooding
reader who forwarded this piece of
intelligence ponders the legal status
of a computer snarled credit-card bill-
ing that arrives after the divorce.

— HARRY RING

iLa Raza en Accion! &%

MIGRANT WORKERS: WORST-HOUSED GROUP IN
THE NATION: An article in the Nov. 27 New York
Times reported on the living conditions in migrant camps
around the country. The article described one living unit
in Michigan, which, although incredible, is not uncommon.

"The cherries and apples have all been picked, so the
people have moved out of the barn and it is time to move
the cattle back in.

"Oliver M. Tompkins keeps up to 100 head in his cen-
tury-old red barn during the winter, using the manure
they produce there as fertilizer for his orchards. During
the picking season, he keeps migrant farm workers in
the same red barn."

Ricardo Loépez, a migrant from Texas, and Michigan
State Inspector Jack E. Rudd reported cattle feces on
barn walls used as living units. The Loépez family was
forced to live in a "10-by-12 foot space on the barn floor
with no cooking facilities, overflowing garbage cans that
attracted swarms of insects, unscreened windows, ill-fitting
doors, broken furniture and unprotected electric wires."

The Times further described the basement of the barn,
also used for housing. "The damp, dark barn basement
resembles a medieval dungeon except for the wooden
feeding troughs that line the walls." In addition, there
are no bathing facilities, "not even a communal shower,"
for workers after a day of hard sweaty work in trees
sprayed with pesticides.

Tompkins denies state charges that his barn is unfit for
human habitation. Once the cattle have departed in the
spring, he says, "We fix it up as homey as can be. The
Mexicans never complain, just the do-gooders."

GROWERS SUED FOR VIOLATION OF HOUSING
CODES: The Colorado Migrant Council and Colorado
Legal Services sued 65 growers in October for "gross
violations of that state's housing code,” according to the
same issue of the New York Times. In Michigan, the
United Migrants for Opportunity charged the State Health
Department with failure to inspect some 2,000 camps
housing 80,000 migrants who "endure conditions . . . un-
fit for human habitation.”

According to the Times, the Michigan migrant group's
allegations "include a single sink on one wall of a barn
as the water supply for 15 families; one bed for a family
of six; a single room with no partition for two families,
and the drowning of a nine-year-old girl while she was
trying to bathe in a drainage ditch because the shower
did not work."

A suit against the New York State Health Department
not only charges violations in 49 camps in Wayne County,
but also that officials "maliciously and willfully conspired

with growers . . . in a scheme to circumvent’ the law by
passing ownership of the shacks to the migrant workers
for the duration of the harvest for a token sum, and then

~ reclaiming them later.

AUSTIN MAYO DEMONSTRATES IN SUPPORT OF
ARRESTED EL PASO STUDENTS: On Dec. 6 the Austin
chapter of MAYO (Mexican-American Youth Organization)
sponsored a march and rally on the University of Texas
campus in support of 25 arrested students at UT at El
Paso (UTEP). The UTEP students were arrested for pro-
testing the refusal of the UT administration to appoint
Lydia Aguirre assistant dean of students.

The appointment had been previously agreed to by
campus officials, but rather than appoint a Chicana to
the post, they dissolved the position, created a new one
with a different name (vice-president of student affairs),
and appointed Dr. Gary Brooks instead. A MAYO leaflet
distributed at the rally stated that "Because of the high
percentage of Chicanos at UTEP there should bg top
priority given to Chicanos in considering personnel for
all administrative posts until the percentage is cor-
related. . . ."

CHICANO STUDENTS AT CAL STATE HAYWARD
CONFRONT FEDERAL OFFICIAL: Stanley Pottinger,
31-year-old director of the Office of Civil Rights, "ran
into a fusillade of angry criticism" when he met with Chi-
cano students at California State College in Hayward,
Calif., according to the Nov. 11 San Francisco Chronicle.

The students read a formal complaint against the col-
lege demanding that the "Chicano students, faculty and
staff be increased to 15 percent of the school total,” since
Chicanos make up at least 15 percent of the state's popu-
lation. According to the Chronicle, only 2 percent of the
student body and 2.5 percent of the present faculty is
Chicano.

A student leader, Fernando Rios, was quoted as saying,
"These figures and the treatment that the administration
gives us amounts to out-and-out racism."

When students pressed Pottinger with questions about
what action he planned to take, he promised a "progress
report in 30 days." This brought an angry reply from
Frobén Lozada, director of Chicano Studies at Merritt
College in Oakland. "That's all we ever hear from the
gringos in Washington and Sacramento. The Chicano
is tired of being treated like a faithful dog."

The article concluded with the observation that "If the
college is found in violation of federal civil rights
laws . . . it might lose all federal funds."

— ANTONIO CAMEJO
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Right wing launches offensive in Chile

By DAVID THORSTAD

DEC. 12—The conservative and
right-wing opposition to the Allende
regime in Chile appears to have
reached a new pitch. The first sign
of the new offensive against the Pop-
ular Unity government was what the
U.S. press refers to as the "March
of the Empty Pots" Dec. 2. This was
a demonstration of women — estimated
by Pierre Kalfon in the Dec. 4 issue
of the Paris daily Le Monde as at
least 25,000 —who marched through
the center of Santiago banging on
empty kitchen pots and chanting "In
Chile there is hunger! We do not want
Castro here!" (Cuban Premier Fidel
Castro was to end his 25-day tour
of Chile the following day.) The wom-
en, Kalfon reports, came largely from
the affluent sections of the city, and
were "encircled by numerous activists
of the far right, who very quickly
engaged in battles" with leftist by-
standers. One, Amédée Ambrosio, the
secretary of the Movement of United
People's Action (MAPU), one of the
parties participating in Allende's Pop-
ular Unity coalition, was viciously
assaulted by the rightist goons. More
than 100 persons were injured and
more than 150 arrested in the skir-
mishes sparked by the demonstration.

According to the Dec. 7 Le Monde,
the women of the "Che Guevara" lower-
class neighborhood in Santiago re-
sponded to this march by preparing
a "popular soup,” which they sym-
bolically offered to the "'ladies of high
society' whose refrigerators are well-
stocked but who latch onto the food-
supply difficulties as a pretext for at-
tacking the government."”

It is clear from Kalfon's report that
the women's demonstration, jointly
sponsored by the two major oppo-
sition parties, the Christian Democrat-
ic Party and the right-wing National
Party, signaled a stepping up of the
right-wing opposition to the Allende
regime. On the evening of the march,
the headquarters of the central com-
mittee of the Young Communists and
a branch of the Radical Party were
both sacked. During the night, the
home of the minister of health was
attacked and set on fire. "There were

even gunshots around the personal
residence of President Allende,” Kal-
fon reported.

Despite all this, the New York
Times, in an insolent editorial Dec.
4, accused Allende of "overreacting”
when he declared a state of emergency
and placed Santiago under army con-
trol in the wake of the violence. The
state of emergency was lifted Dec. 9.

The opposition has decided to focus
its offensive on what it considers the
Popular Unity's three "weak" points.
First, the food shortage, which is part-
ly caused by the imperialist squeeze
on credit and by landlords 'who reg-
ister their hostility to the land expro-
priations by cutting back on agricul-
tural production.

Second, the conflict at the Univer-
sity of Chile, which has been going
on for weeks over a proposal by the
leftist-controlled University Council to
restructure the university's depart-
ments and to oust the anti-Marxist
rector, Dr. Edgardo Boeninger. On
Nov. 22, the day the opposition de-
nounced Allende's proposal to replace
the opposition-dominated legislature
with a unicameral "People's As-
sembly," more than 1,000 students
from the University of Chile and the
Catholic University demonstrated in
support of Boeninger.

The law students, who are tradition-
ally of bourgeois origin, occupied the
law school in October and have since
turned it into a center for the extreme:
right wing, including the ultra-rightist
group "Fatherland and Liberty." Op-
position newspapers have been giving
extensive daily coverage to this strug-
gle, which they describe as one be-
tween "freedom and tyranny."”

The third prong of the antigovern-
ment offensive is aimed at the decision
to place under state control the "Pa-
pelera” chain of newsprint:factories,
whose main stockholder is, not co-
incidentally, conservative former pres-
ident Jorge Alessandri.

A related aspect of the current of-
fensive is the fact that it was launched
at the same time as the U.S. copper
companies whose properties were na-
tionalized in July filed briefs appealing

the government's decision to national-
ize them. Kennecott filed its brief Dec.
1, Anaconda Dec. 3, and Cerro—de-
spite the fact it had been granted com-
pensation —planned to appeal before
the week was out.

In addition, on Nov. 30, two days
before the women's march, two top
White House aides, Herbert Klein and
Robert Finch, who had just completed
a two-week tour of Latin America,
made an unusual public statement
about their "feeling" that the Allende
regime "won't last long." They made
this thinly veiled allusion to a pos-
sible overthrow of Allende despite the
fact that Chile had not even been on
their itinerary.

The imperialists have not limited
their hostility to the Allende regime
to words, however. On Dec. 9, the
Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion, a U.S. government agency, re-
ported that since Allende nationalized
the copper holdings of U.S. corpora-
tions, private capital investments to
all of Latin America in the second
quarter of 1971 had plummeted to
only $8-million "against an average
level of $100-million for each quarter
of the preceding four years." This rep-
resents a concerted effort by the im-
perialists to strangle and isolate Al-
lende.

A sign that the imperialist campaign
against Chile is having effects came
on Dec. 10 when the Allende govern-
ment devalued the escudo by close
to 30 percent in an effort to offset
a decline in exports during the past
year.

Addressing a send-off rally of 60,-
000 in the National Stadium the same
day as the women's march, Castro
took note of the rising tide of con-
servative opposition to the Allende re-
gime. Although unfortunately one of
the central aims of his tour- was to
use his prestige as a revolutionary
leader to bolster Chile's class-collab-
orationist government, Castro also
criticized the Popular Unity's failure
to mobilize the masses in struggle.

"I see weaknesses in the Chilean rev-
olutionary process,” he said. "Weak-
nesses in the ideological battle, in the

struggle of the masses, weaknesses in
the fact of the adversary. I see weak-
nesses in the union and breadth of
the forces who live in this process, and
to whom the class struggle is not new.
The fascists are trying to gain the
streets, to gain the middle sector of
the population, and to demoralize the
revolutionaries. The success or failure
of the process depends on the ideolog-
ical battle and the struggle of the
masses."

The Allende government, Kalfon ob-
served in Le Monde Dec. 4, is "prison-
er of the rules of the game it accepted,
believing it could control them. "
It is attempting to keep going a bour-
geois democracy with an uncoopera-
tive bourgeoisie. It is forced to rely
on the "neutrality” of a police and mil-
itary that it does not completely con-
trol. For example, Juan de Onis, writ-
ing in the Dec. 3 New York Times,
reported that a Christian Democratic
woman was stopped by a carabineer
carrying a submachine gun who
asked if she had taken part in the
Dec. 2 demonstration. "She said that
when she replied that she had, the
carabineer said: 'Keep it up, we are
with you.""

The Christian Science Monitor re-
ported from Santiago Nov. 29 that
"there is a school of thought here that
holds the army will move against Dr.
Allende if it feels the situation is getting
too bad."

Kalfon put his finger on the contra-
diction in which Allende finds himself.
Just shortly before the current anti-
government offensive, he said in the
Dec. 4 Le Monde, Allende had per-
sonally told him that "he was con-
vinced that a violent confrontation
could be avoided and that it would
be possible for him to 'legally’ move
toward socialism." In reality, however,
the moment appears to be approach-
ing when this confrontation is bound
to occur. And when it does, Allende's
reliance on the capitalist state—that
is, the army, police and functionaries
— will leave the workers and peas-
ants politically unprepared and im-
mobilized in the face of this right-
wing threat.

Texas Chicanos protest police brutali

By BUCKY KAHN

SAN ANTONIO, Texas— Over 1,200
Chicanos marched and rallied here
Nov. 20 to protest the almost daily
beatings Chicanos have been suffer-
ing at the hands of police. The march
also protested the fact that 10 Chi-
canos have been murdered by police
in 1971 alone.

The marchers, starting out about
500 strong, gathered strength as they
marched five miles through the pre-
dominantly Chicano West Side of San
Antonio to the Alamo. Organized by
Mario Cant, (a Raza Unida Party
supporter and owner of Mario's Res-
taurant in San Antonio), Father Ed-
mundo Rogriguez of Guadalupe Par-
ish, and the Brown Berets, the dem-
onstration attracted support from oth-
er areas, including Crystal City,
Houston, Dallas, and the Rio Grande
Valley.

The Dallas contingent, led by Ro-
berto Medrano of the Brown Berets
and Pancho Medrano, international
representative of the United Auto
Workers, formed the leading ranks
of the march. Also marching were
members of MAYO (Mexican-Ameri-
can Youth Organization); José Angel
Gutiérrez, president of the Crystal City
School Board; the United Farm Work-
ers; Chicano students from Our Lady
of the Lake College, San Antonio Col-
lege, St. Mary's University, and the
University of Texas at Austin.
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San Antonio rally agaihsf police brutality Nov. 20

The demonstration had a great im-
pact on Chicano by-standers. Hun-
dreds joined as the march progressed,
including a number of GIs, who heard
the shouts of "Raza Si, Guerra No!"
and "Raza Si, Gringo No!" and joined
the rally at the Alamo.

Chicanos were not the only ones
affected by the march, however. G. L.
Duarte, writing in the Nov. 26 E!
Sol de Texas, observed that "A little
old Anglo lady with tennis shoes was
overheard to shout as the marchers
arrived [at the Alamo]: 'Good heav-
ens! They're coming to take the Ala-
mo!'"

The rally, which was held in Span-

ish and chaired by Mario Cantuy, in-
cluded as speakers' Gregoria McCum-
ber; Dr. Jorge Lara Braud, a priest
and professor at Our Lady of the
Lake College; José Morales, leader
of the San Antonio Brown Berets; and
Mario Obledo, director of the Mexi-
can-American Legal Defense and Edu-
cational Fund (MALDEF) in Califor-
nia.

McCumber stated that the police had
to be accountable for the actions they
take, "otherwise we have no need for
courts, judges and the Bill of Rights."
Dr. Lara warned San Antonio city of-
ficials that the Chicano peopie would
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not allow themselves to be attacked
by police any longer. Obledo pointed
out there are scores of cases of police
brutality in San Antonio that cannot
be filed because the citizens involved
fear police reprisals.

The demonstration was well mar-
shaled by the San Antonio Brown
Berets, members of St. Mary's Law
School, and young Chicano lawyers.
Sales of The Militant and the Interna-
tional Socialist Review were very good
and hundreds of leaflets were distrib-
uted announcing the Young Socialist
Alliance national convention to be
held later this month in Houston.



The following interview with Tomas
-Mac Giolla, president of Sinn Fein,
the political wing of the Official Irish
Republican Army, was obtained in
New York Dec. 4 by David Thorstad.
The next day, Mac Giolla returned
to Ireland after having completed a
highly successful three-week tour of
nearly a dozen American cities. The
tour was sponsored by the Irish Re-
publican Clubs in the USA and Can-
ada.

Most of the cities on Mac Giolla’s
itinerary were on the East Coast. They
included New York, Washington,
D.C., Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston,
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.

Mac Giolla’s tour also brought him
and Sean Kenny, coordinator of the
Irish Republican Clubs in the United
States and Canada, to Chicago for
two days. There Mac Giolla spoke
to -large and enthusiastic audiences
at the University of Chicago, Roose-
velt University and Northeastern Illi-
nois State University. On the popu-
lar WBBM-FM talk show Nightline,
Mac Giolla and Michael O’Sullivan,
a free-lance photojournalist who spent
seven months in Ulster photographing
the nationalist movement, debated two
representatives from the British con-
sulate in Chicago.

Q: What is the purpose of your tour?
A: The purpose is threefold, really.
First, to build and strengthen our sup-
port organization, the Irish Republi-
can Clubs, in the USA and Canada.
Second, to try to break through to
the Irish-American community here on
what the real issues involved in the
struggle in Ireland are. My job wasn’t
just to try to overcome British propa-
ganda. My job was to try to get
through background to the whole
struggle so that they would know why
things are happening in the future.
I also tried to give them a picture
that it’s not just the North of Ireland,
but the Irish people as a whole strug-
gling against British imperialism.
Thirdly, of course, to get funds.

Q: What kind of response have you
received?

A: I've spoken on college campuses
in every city I’ve been in. Also, there
have been meetings with the Irish
clubs in the area (as in Boston and
Baltimore), which are clubs of a so-
cial, community nature for the Irish
community. In such meetings, the
Irish audiences were very conserva-
tive, middle-class people who were in-
terested in the struggle in Ireland be-
cause they’re Irish, but they had very
little concept of what the basic issues
in the struggle were, except that Brit-
ain is still in Ireland, that she
shouldn’t be - there, and that she
should get out.

I found a surprising response
amongst them on issues which they
basically would not have been
in agreement with bringing into
the struggle in the beginning (social,
economic issues and the whole basis
of imperialism in Ireland). Here I
am speaking of the conservative Irish
community. I also met others at meet-
ings organized by the Irish Republi-
can Clubs here. This is a much more
aware group. But in cities where I
went to speak to the Irish community
which has existed there for the past
40, 50 or 60 years, and has its own
clubs and everything, people were
very conservative. In American so-
ciety they’re exceptionally conserva-
tive. I’ve got a reaction from these
people, for instance, of ‘All right, hav-
ing heard you, I understand that there
probably is a need for socialism in
Ireland, but it would be better if you
don’t emphasize that here. We don’t
want it here.’ So there is basic sym-
pathy, but an almost total lack of
understanding of the basic issues in-
volved.

Q: What was the reaction on the col-
lege campuses? Would you say that

_ the students relate to the struggle in
Ireland?
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A: They relate to it very much in a
general fashion. They know that it is
part of the general struggle through-
out the world against imperialist pow-
ers. And they relate to it in particular
through the consciousness which they
have developed over the past few
years due to the antiwar movement.
This, I have found on most of the
campuses, has got through a con-
sciousness of what imperialism is.
They know that America is wrong
in Vietnam, but they can see from
that immediately what the division
is in Ireland. So they’re able to un-
derstand when I give this background,
and particularly when I speak of
neo-colonialism in the South, which
the Irish audiences to which I refer-
red believe is some concept which
somebody introduced about savages
in Africa; they don’t understand what
neo-colonialism is at all.

But on the campuses, when I point
out that in fact Ireland was the first
nation in which partition was used

Q: What other kinds of activities are
you asking Americans who support
the struggle in Northern Ireland to
carry out?

A: I impress on American audiences
the human rights aspect. I point out
that I don’t know what pressures they
can exert on their congressman or
their senator, but one way is through
letters, write-ins, etc.

I have also been pointing out to
them that Americans are involved in
the North of Ireland by virtue of the
fact that there are two American bases
there. One has been there since the
Second World War, and one was set
up only about five years ago. It’s
a very important NATO communica-
tions base in the Sperrin Mountains.

By virtue of the fact that America
has two bases there, they have given
tacit recognition to British claim to
jurisdiction over this area. In other
words, they have set up their bases
by permission of the UK government,
not be permission of the Irish peo-
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Tomas Mac Giolla (right) talking to Militant staff writer David Thorstad

as a solution to an international
problem and the first country in which
this neo-colonial system was de-
veloped when the imperial power was
forced out of her colonies, and that
the Irish people are only now begin-
ning to understand that, I can get
through on this issue. And also
amongst some of the more radical
Irish groups whom I have met or-
ganized by the Irish working class.

Q: What kind of defense movement
of the prisoners in the North would
you like to see here?

A: I am referring to a broad pres-
sure group, something like the anti-
war movement—a purely human
rights pressure group.

On the torture issue, there are sug-
gestions, which are still in the dis-
cussion stage, of setting up an inves-
tigating commission of some highly
respectable, well-known figures. This
could not be done in Ireland or in
Britain, but could be done in some
foreign country. America might be the
place to do it. It should be people of
standing in the general American
community who would establish this
tribunal, or commission, or whatever
you’d like to call it, which would hear
evidence of people we could send over
in regard to the tortures, and thus
bring international pressure to bear
on the subject. This tribunal could
also issue a ‘“Green Book” (white pa-
per— D. T.) on the tortures.

ple. They have already taken sides
in the struggle in this way. If Amer-
icans want to show solidarity with the
Irish people, the Irish claim should
be recognized. Therefore, Americans
can press for withdrawal of American
bases from Ireland until such time
as an independent Irish nation can
give or refuse permission, as the case
may be.

I have laid a lot of emphasis on
the presence of American bases in the
North of Ireland as an indication of
American support for Britain in the
struggle.

Q: Could you describe the situation
of the prisoners interned in Northern
Ireland?

A: The internees have been, and still
are, mainly political activists. The ar-
rests are continuing every day. Peo-
ple have been arrested on the basis
that their pictures have been seen in

crowds in more than one or two dem- -

onstrations over the past four or five
years. The people involved in the civil
rights movement, in socialist move-
ments — People’s Democracy and the
Republican Clubs— and those who are
now organizing the street committees,
regional area committees and the civil
disobedience campaign are being ar-
rested every day. I don’t know how
many are interned at the moment, but
it’s certainly past the 500 figure.

Then there are the saturation
searches, where a housing estate (proj-

ect— D. T.) is surrounded and every-
body is held indoors for at least two
days until every house has been thor-
oughly searched. They’ve made as
many as 120 arrests in one area,
they’ve put them through a screen-
ing process for four or five days and
maybe a week; substantial numbers
of them are released, and then 20 or
30 are interned.

Meantime, of course, every time peo-
ple are interned, the headlines on the
British papers are “30 Terrorists Ar-
rested,” “Leading IRA Man Ar-
rested,”” ““Leader of the IRA Arrested,”
“Well-Known Leader of the IRA Ar-
rested,” “Much Wanted Man Arrested
in the North of Ireland.” No names
are given on any of these occasions.
No list of those who are interned has
ever been given by the government.
Relatives have to find out by them-
selves— and it might take them a week
or a fortnight— where their husband,
son or father is.

The detainees are put through what
is called ‘‘interrogation in-depth.”
This is the torture treatment. The story
began to come out about this toward
the middle or end of August. Notes
were smuggled out from the deten-
tion centers, the jails, and pressure
was exerted on the British govern-
ment to investigate. So they set up
the Compton tribunal.

Now, the Compton tribunal was cir-
cumscribed in various ways on the
methods it could use for investigation,
which had to be held in secret. It
could not investigate any cases of de-
tainees arrested after Aug. the 9th,
although hundreds have been arrested
since then. It was so limited and cir-
cumscribed that it was condemned out
of hand by practically all political
groups in the North and by many
members of the British Labour Par-
ty. All detainees refused to go before
the Compton tribunal because it was
obviously set up to do a whitewash-
ing job on the British army.

Nevertheless, they issued their re-
port about two weeks ago. In their
report they have admitted to 11 cases

- in- which they have proved that there

was ill-treatment of prisoners. And
their description of the ill-treatment
shows that in fact there was gross
ill-treatment and that it amounted to
very sophisticated psychological meth-
ods of torture, learned by the .British
both in Aden and Cyprus, from the
French in Algeria and from the Amer-
ican Green Berets in Vietnam.

A week before, Amnesty Internation-
al had issued their report. They had
carried out an investigation over a
period of two months on 26 cases,
and they found that in 21 of these
there was clear-cut prima facie evi-
dence to prove the allegations of tor-
ture.

One of the cases the Compton tri-
bunal had was a man held for 43.5
hours without food or drink, with a
hood over his head, standing against
the wall in the search position with
the noise treatment going on for two
days and two nights. This was noise
of various intensities of sound, high
pitch and changing continuously.
This is known as the disorientation
process. He was then brought in for
“‘interrogation in-depth.”

Yet, although they admitted ill-treat-
ment, they said they wouldn’t describe
it as brutality because, in their dic-
tionary definition, brutality was ‘‘the
inflicting of cruelty with a disposition
to take pleasure in it.”” So, if they
didn’t take pleasure in it, it wasn’t
brutality.

Q: How could they prove that they
didn’t take pleasure in it?

A: They obviously felt that they didn’t
particularly enjoy it. So the British
press came out the following day with
the headlines ‘“No Brutality, Says
Compton,” “British Troops Cleared
of Allegations.” This satisfied the
British public. However, it is still th«
subject of debate in Westminstér,
Whether or not anything will come
of it, I’'m not sure.

Continued on page : °
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By FRANK BOEHM

National Chairman, Young Socialist Alliance

"The great youth trip, that heady, sometimes
breathtaking, sometimes frightening, roller coaster
ride that careened through the last years of the
nineteen-sixties and plunged headlong into this
decade, is slowing down and may be altogether
almost over.”

Thus began a lengthy front-page article in the
Oct. 24 New York Times entitled "Youth Rebellion
of Sixties Waning." This article typified this fall's
ambitious attempt by the capitalist press to define
and interpret the "new mood" and the mysterious
"lull" they all claim pervades American campuses
today.

"Energy levels are low,"” a "mellowing process"
is sweeping college dormitories, "disillusionment”
reigns among former student activists. Students
are now "more skeptical, more cynical, more apa-
thetic, more subdued."

And it's near the end of the article that the "return
to the fifties" theme is introduced ("when another

Nixon." It is a campaign designed to lead students
and other youth activists into the waiting arms of
the Democratic Party. Thus an observer at a speech
by Rennie Davis could comment, according to a
report on the "Status of the Movement" in the Nov.
7 New York Times Magazine, "Rennie sounded
revolutionary as hell. But if you listened to what
he was really saying, he was only slightly to the
left of Hubert Humphrey."

Because of the campaign that has been mounted
around the theme that the student movement is
dead, because of the repercussions it has had on
the left and to a certain extent in the student move-
ment itself, and because this assertion will be cited
as a prime reason by reformists and ultralefts
alike for the necessity of students to break through
the "ull" by combining in a last-ditch effort to
"Evict Nixon," it is necessary to pose and answer
the question: What is the state of the radicalization
ahd of the student movement today?

There is no evidence that the very basis of the
current radicalization —the increasingly obvious
contradictions of capitalist society — is dissipating.
On the contrary, the contradictions are deepening

Is youth rebellion

the 60s

U of Texas students at rally in Austin March 12 to protest tuition hike.

Apparently these students hadn’t heard that the campuses have become

conservative.

generation felt the need for respite from years of
war and personal displacement”). Since this is
the most difficult part of the "lull” theory to swallow
(yet integral to it), the author concedes that there
are many who would disagree that there has been
a return to the mood of the fifties.

The unusually heavy onslaught of articles in the
capitalist media this fall proclaiming the demise
of the student movement is actually nothing new.
It differs perhaps only in intensity from similar
articles that have appeared every fall and spring
since the first major student offensive in 1968 and
1969. ,

Some may remember those that appeared follow-
ing Earth Day in April 1970, when it was re-
ported that the new thing on campuses was to turn
away from politics in order to seek inner peace,
commune with nature, and become one with the
universe. The theme of these articles was repudiated
in a most appropriate manner when the campuses
responded to Nixon's invasion of Cambodia and
the killings at Kent and Jackson State with the
most massive student strike in history, involving
more than half of the country's 2,500 campuses.

These pseudoanalytical articles have disoriented
many student militants — which is the intended af-
fect. In fact, partially because there have been no
campus upheavals equivalent to those of May
1970, there seems to be a certain uneasiness as
to the possible validity of the propositions put
forward by the "student watchers" of the capitalist
press.

'Rennie sounded revolutionary’

Many ultraleft former student leaders have re-
acted to the "lull" theory like wind-up toys that
make 180-degree turns upon hitting any obstacle
‘n their path. Some including Rennie Davis, have
.«sued a call for a "new" movement for 1972 that
w1 build up the "energy levels" and break through
~s "lull" by relating to everyone. The catch, of
‘wvrse, is that it must be based on the lowest-

:nmon-denominator brand of politics.

The lowest common denominator in 1972? "Evict
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in this society —a society that boasts the achieve-
ment of atomic power but lives in fear of annihila-
tion, that boasts unequalled affluence and can go
to the moon but cannot solve problems of unem-
ployment and poverty, cannot provide free or ad-
equate education and medical care, cannot keep
the air breathable, and that claims to be the de-
fender of freedom and justice but denies them to

most people on the basis of class, sex or nation-

ality. These contradictions are today so evident
that increasing millions of Americans are becoming
angered and repelled by them though they may
not be sure exactly what it is ‘that's wrong or
precisely what to do about it.

Wage Freeze and Phase Two

The problems facing the rulers are forcing them
to take new steps that will drive increasing num-
bers to develop more radical ideas. The imposition
of the wage freeze on Aug. 15 followed by "Phase
Two" of the new economic controls were steps
taken in an attempt to strengthen the position of
the U.S. imperialists in the international capitalist
economy. But Nixon's Aug. 15 message was the
initial signal that the period of relative class peace
that predominated in this country following World
War II had ended. The government's wage freeze
and "Phase Two" make it clear to growing num-
bers of workers that the government is now trying
to drive down their standard of living so that
the employing class can reap even greater profits.

As the real intent of the government-imposed
wage controls becomes clear and the developing
social movements continue to affect their conscious-
ness, the mass of the working class will enter the
arena of struggle, propelling the entire radicaliza-
tion forward to a qualitatively new stage.

The fact that there is no objective basis for the
slowdown or reversal of the radicalization is also
reflected in the increasing number and the unique
forms in which it is expressed. The events of this
fall alone—from the rebellion of the Attica pris-
oners and the wave of solidarity actions on .cam-
puses, in other prisons, and in the Black and

Puerto Rican communities that followed, to the
development of an overwhelming popular antiwar
sentiment reaching deep into the Army and Navy —
are certainly not indicators of a slowdown of the
radicalization. Rather, they are signs that this
process is deepening, affecting new sectors of the
population, and bringing new issues to the fore.

There are other developments that underscore
this fact as well that should be taken note of. The
continued spread of feminist consciousness and
the beginning of a national campaign aimed at
forcing the repeal of restrictive abortion laws has
resulted in one of the most significant new ex-
pressions of the radicalization. Another example
is the emergence of the struggle by homosexuals
against the oppression they face in our society. The
development of the Chicano liberation struggle,
particularly the Raza Unida parties in the South-
west, and the spread of radical sentiment and
action in the high schools are other examples.

The very fact that these movements — in addition
to the earlier ones that have already affected the
consciousness of masses of people, such as the
Black liberation, student and antiwar movements —
have arisen is proof of the profound changes oc-
curring in the consciousness of masses of people.

Each of the developing social movements strong-
ly influence students and finds many of the most
politically conscious supporters and organizers on
the campus and in the high schools.

In addition to refuting the proposition inherent
in the "lull" theory — that the radicalization is sub-
siding or reversing —it is necessary to correct the
theory of the "lull" itself with some facts about de-
velopments on the campus.

‘Tinder of discontent’

Less than one month after the Oct. 24 article
appeared in the New York Times, the Nov. 15
issue ran a news item, without comment or ap-
Jparent embarrassment, based on a report prepared
by the Carnegie Commission-on Higher Education.
The commission had been asked to make a num-
ber of studies of the situation on the campuses
since the May 1970 upsurge. The title of the article
in the Times was "Discontent Found High on the
Campuses." It is worth quoting from the article:

"A report on the campus turmoil of May 1970
warned yesterday that similar widespread student
protests and disruption of higher education could
easily occur again.

."'The tinder of discontent of the campuses re-
mains dry,' said the 177-page report. . . . All that
is needed to spark new campus turmoil, the authors
maintained, is 'a calculated governmental action,
or more tragically, an unintended [sic] consequence
of an action,' such as the shooting deaths of four
Kent State University students by National
Guardsmen during an antiwar demonstration at
the Ohio school on May 4, 1970."

The report went on to warn that any new mass
reaction of students could "escalate into a con-
flict that could leave both the university and so-
ciety in extremely serious disarray." Hardly a re-
turn to the fifties, wishful thinking to the contrary!

Another study, issued by the American Council
on Education (ACE) in late September and re-
ported on in the Oct. 4 issue of Time magazine,
revealed that campuses last year were quite dif-
ferent from the picture of them peddled by the
capitalist press at the time.

The ACE study reported a survey it conducted
revealed that the amount of student activism on
the campuses in the last school year was very
nearly equivalent to the 1968-1969 upsurge — the
academic year that saw the most widespread, sus-
tained student actions prior to May 1970. Accord-
ing to their survey, nearly half (approximately
1,250) of the country's campuses experienced stu-
dent actions and 20 percent experienced "at least
one 'severe' protest." The real reason, states the
report, that it seemed a year of "eerie tranquility”
was because only 10 percent of the actions re-
ceived national coverage, whereas in 1968-1969,
over 40 percent of similar actions hit the national
press.

It is safe to assume that it was no mere coin-
cidence that while none of the major national pa-
pers ran stories on the student actions of the last
year, they were trying to outdo each other with
fantasy stories "proving" that an "eerie tranquility”
had mysteriously gripped the campuses.

An interesting point made in the study was that
student actions were permeating campuses that had
never experienced them before. In fact, a greater
proportion of last year's student actions occurred
on these campuses than ever before. They included
mostly public four-year schools (which are attend-
ed by 70 percent of the 8.5 million college stu-
dents), Roman Catholic schools, and two-year pri-
vate schools.

Although there was a breathing spell on some
campuses that had had considerable radical ac-

Contipued on page 22



High court
considers
abortion laws

WASHINGTON, D.C., Dec. 13— Scores of wom-
en packed the U.S. Supreme Court today to hear
arguments concerning the constitutionality of the
Texas and Georgia anti-abortion laws.

The Supreme Court was asked to sweep away
the states' anti-abortion statutes by ruling that
it is unconstitutional for the government to inter-
fere with a woman's right to control her own
body.

Attorney Sarah Weddington from Austin argued -

against the Texas law on the grounds that it vi-
olated a woman's right to choose whether or not
to bear a child, which is assured by the Ninth
Amendment. Although the Supreme Court has not
yet ruled or struck down an abortion law on the
basis of the Ninth Amendment, a federal district
court invalidated the Texas law on this ground
last year.

Texas Assistant Attorney General Jay Floyd
tried to argue that the abortion statute could not
legally be challenged in civil action, and insisted
that the case was moot because the plaintiff Mary
"Roe's pregnancy had by now terminated in child-
birth.

Justice Potter Stewart reminded him that the case
was a class action, and asked, "Can't we take
judicial notice that at any given time there are
a number of unmarried pregnant females in the
state of Texas?"

When asked whether he thought a woman had
the right to choose whether to bear a child, Floyd
said, "I think she makes her choice prior to the
time she becomes pregnant.”

Justice Stewart responded: "Maybe she makes
her choice when she decides to live in Texas."

Floyd's first sentence showed such utter lack
of respect for women that even the judges seemed
shocked. He said: "I don't suppose a man can
hope to win an argument against two such beau-
tiful ladies.”

The Georgia case, like the Texas suit, was ar-
gued by a woman, Marjorie Pitts Hames. In this
case, a lower court struck out certain sections
of the abortion statute last year as unconstitu-
tional. It ruled, however, that "the decision to abort
a pregnancy affects other interests than those of
the woman alone, even the husband and wife
alone."

In order to protect these "other interests,” and
guard against "unnecessary abortions," the court
established semijudicial hospital boards and other
restrictions on the right to abortion. The Georgia
boards are permitting very few abortions. Neither
the pregnant woman nor her doctor has the right
to appear before the board or to know the rea-
sons for its decision.

Hames argued that the existing restrictions are
cumbersome and unusual in terms of medical pro-
cedure and violate a woman's civil rights to pri-
vacy and equal protection under the Ninth and
Fourteenth Amendments.

Dorothy Beasley argued on behalf of the Georgia
Attorney General that the state has a compelling
interest in protecting fetal life. The arguments were
completed for both cases, but it may be some
time before the court reaches its decision.

The Women's National Abortion Action Coali-
tion brought many supporters to the hearing and
held a press conference on the Supreme Court
steps immediately afterwards. It announced plans
for a second national women's abortion confer-
ence Feb. 11-13 at Boston University.

Child care
veto assailed
by Jenness

The following statement was released by Socialist
Workers Party presidential candidate Linda Jen-
ness on Dec. 13.

On Dec. 9 President Nixon vetoed a bill that would
have established a network of day-care centers
providing health, nutritional and educational ser-
vices for children. The bill provided for federally
subsidized centers that would be free to children
from families making $4,320 or less, and sub-
sidized on a sliding scale for families with higher
incomes.

The major reason given by Nixon for his veto
was the "family-weakening implications" of the child
development program. He stated: ". . . good public
policy requires that we enhance rather than dimin-
ish both parental authority and parental involve
ment with children— particularly in those decisive
early years when social attitudes and a conscience
are formed and religious and moral principles
are first inculcated."

I can assure Nixon that most young people
would disagree that what they need most is greater
parental authority, more religion and more of
Nixon's "morals." What young people are in great
need of, however, is the security of being assured
quality care and education, so that their minds
and bodies are not stunted and distorted by lack
of nutritious food, lack of preschool educational
opportunities, lack of privacy, and lack of a place
to go if they find it intolerable to stay with their
parents.

Under the guise of not "weakening the family”
Nixon's veto is a denial of the right of children
to good care if their families are unable to pro-
vide that care. There are 11.6 million working
mothers in this country, 4 million of whom have
children under six. Yet there are only 640,000

places for these children in licensed day care centers

— one third of which are privately owned and there-
fore expensive.

Does Nixon think it "strengthens the family" for
these children to be on their own after school,
with no place to go and no one who cares about
them? Does he think it strengthens families for
preschool children to be left with a relative or a
neighbor whose only concern is that they don't
cause trouble? What Nixon means by "strengthen-
ing the family" is not aiding families to get along.
What he means by this high-sounding phrase is-
that families must go it alone on whatever re-
sources they can scrounge up in this dog-eat-dog
society. He means that children who happen to be
born into poor families deserve to get poor care.

Nixon also said he didn't want to commit the
government to "communal approaches to child-
rearing" without first having a wide national de-
bate on this question. While I would welcome a
national debate on this issue, there is already
sufficient evidence to show that there is a deep
need and widespread support for publicly run
child-care centers. To talk of "communal child
rearing” when the proposed bill allotted only a
meager $2-billion— a fraction of what's needed
for adequate child-care services— is absurd.

The demand of millions of people in this country
for child-care centers was.raised loud and clear
in Cambridge in last November's elections, if Nix-
on had cared to notice. More than 54 percent of
Cambridge voters approved the policy of establish-
ing free, 24-hour, community-controlled child-care
centers for all Cambridge residents who wished to
use them.

Nixon says he is not against child-care services
for one segment of the population: welfare mothers.
In vetoing the child development bill, he noted that
his welfare "reform" bill already contained pro-
vision for $750-million to be spent on day-care
facilities for welfare mothers. This racist and class-
biased proposal is not intended to provide quality
care for all children who need it. Its purpose is
only to get welfare mothers off the welfare rolls,
and to create a cheap source of forced labor.

If a welfare mother put her children in a day-
care center and then succeeded in finding a well-
paying job, then under Nixon's welfare "reform"
program, her children would be kicked out of the
day-care program.

The onus is not just on Nixon, however, -for
vetoing the child development bill; the Democrats
and Republicans in Congress used his veto as an
excuse to dump the bill. They refused to over-
ride Nixon's veto. ‘

The Socialist Workers Party supports the estab-
lishment of a network of free, 24-hour child-care
centers, controlled by the communities that use
them. We believe that the very young— and also
the very old— should not be left dependent upon
the resources or lack of resources of the families
they happen to have been born into. Both young
and old should be entitled to the best care that
this rich country can provide— and not just cus-
todial care, but care that includes stimulating,
educational opportunities that will enable them
to fulfill their potential to the greatest degree pos-
sible.

CONFERENCE ON PROSTITUTION— An edu-
cational conference on prostitution held in New
York Dec. 11-12 was ended abruptly by a walk-
out led by five prostitutes. The conference, which
was attended by over 300 women, was sponsored
by The Feminists, New York Radical Feminists,
New Women Lawyers, and the New Democratic
Coalition Women's Rights Committee.

In the panels and workshops of the conference,
participants discussed the barely concealed mi-
sogyny of a society in which a woman is arrested
for solicitation if she approaches a man on the
street, while a man can harass female passers-by —
both verbally and physically — with impunity.

Everyone seemed to agree that prostitution laws
are one of the clearest examples in this society
of making the victim into the criminal. While pros-
titution is an institution controlled by men and
for men’s pleasures, it is the women who are
punished. ’

Disagreements developed, however, between or-
ganizers of the conference and the five women
who identified themselves as working prostitutes.
The position of The Feminists was put forth most
clearly by Lyn Vincent. “Just as women must
destroy marriage by leaving that institution, so
prostitutes must leave their trade. As long as we
remain wives and prostitutes,” Vincent insisted,
‘“‘we perpetuate our own oppression.”’

The response to this position from the pros-
titutes in attendance was immediate. ““You’re talk-
ing about the employment, the only livelihood,
of at least 50,000 —and maybe even 100,000 —
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women in New York City. And you cannot sit
here and make decrees about how 50,000 women
should change their lives!” A former prostitute,
now a member of New York Radical Feminists,
pointed to the concrete economic reasons that cause
women to enter prostitution.

It was this tendency on the part of The Fem-
inists to make demands on the prostitutes them-
selves rather than on this sexist society, and to
imply that women who work as prostitutes are
somehow oppressing other women, that led the
few prostitutes present to walk out of the con-
ference in anger.

Before leaving, one of the prostitutes attempted
to once more clarify The Feminists’ position. *“You
mean,’”’ she asked, ‘““you’re going to tell every
married woman with children and no job to walk
out?”’

“Yes,” responded a member of New York Rad-
ical Feminists who worked as a high fashion mod-
el until her involvement in the feminist movement,
“Ive just done it.”

“Well I care about the women who haven’t done
it yet, the women who can’t do it,”” responded
the prostitute.

In a discussion that took place outside the au-
ditorium after the walk-out, one of the prostitutes
accused the women of indirectly accepting the
Judeo-Christian ethic, which says prostitutes are
evil. ““We are not ashamed of ourselves,’’ she said.
“I’'m afraid it is you who are ashamed of us.”

A weakness of the conference was the absence
of Black or Latina streetwalkers, or prostitutes

Women: The Insurgent Majority

forced to hustle to support a heroin addiction.
This was despite the efforts of the conference or-
ganizers to reach these women with leaflets.

All the prostitutes who spoke were call girls.
The majority of them had attended college and
had some previous involvement with radical
politics.

Another area of discussion dealt with whether
the women’s liberation movement should call for
the legalization of prostitution or the repeal of
all anti-prostitution laws. After a case was made
by several panelists against legalization, most
seemed convinced that this would not be a step
forward. '

The main argument against such a move is
that it would require prostitutes to be licensed —
photographed, fingerprinted and identified for life
as members of that trade. It would further subject
prostitutes to state control, forced medical exam-
inations, and inspections by public authorities.
Economically, legalization would subject prosti-
tutes’ earnings to taxation and would threaten
to lower their fees.

Members of The Feminists plan to campaign
actively against a bill coming up in the New York
legislature for the legalization of prostitution.

" No decisions were reached at the conference,
although its organizers are making plans for fur-
ther meetings and actions. One thing is clear, how
ever. There must be more dialogue with working
prostitutes themselves before any decisions or a
strategy for long-term action can be reached.

— DEBBY WOODROOFE
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Harry Ring, head of the Militant’s
Southwest Bureau, was in Houston
during the week just prior to the Nov.
20 municipal elections. The following
account is based on his observations
there.

By HARRY RING

Experience has demonstrated that
positive, vigorous participation in
electoral politics is an essential part
of building a mass-based revolution-
ary-socialist party. This is particular-
ly true in the United States, where,
despite widespread cynicism as to the
worth of the electoral process, there
is still a deep-rooted popular illusion
that it is the only available vehicle
for achieving social gains.

-Although today growing numbers
of people are subjecting the Repub-
lican and Democratic parties to in-
creased scrutiny, the fact remains that
these two agencies of capitalist rule
are still able to dupe the overwhelm-
ing majority of those who do go to
the polls into believing that the only
practical course is to choose between
the two of them, either as a positive
choice, or, more often, as a "lesser
evil."

Recognition of the reality that the
majority of Americans— including
many who are radical in their out-
look —are still entrapped in capital-
ist electoral politics does not diminish
the need for revolutionary socialists
to compete with the capitalist parties
in this arena. It only makes it more
imperative to do so.

Because most people are still taken
in by the argument that the only way
to "make your vote count" is to give
it to a candidate who "has a chance
of winning," it is unrealistic for can-
didates of a still small socialist move-
ment to expect big votes at the pres-
ent time.

But despite small vote returns, so-
cialists can make a significant impact
in election contests and utilize them
to register meaningful gains for the
movement.

The recently concluded Houston
elections are an outstanding example
of this.

The Houston Socialist Workers Par-
ty, which was only established in
July 1970, emerged from this fall's
municipal elections as the principal
radical force in the city. The Young
Socialist Alliance, which actively sup-
ported the campaign, gained corre-
spondingly. The SWP ticket, headed
by mayoral candidate Debby Leon-
ard, played a unique role in what
is in many respects a unique Amer-
ican city. '

In terms of social issues, there was
assuredly every basis for a socialist
campaign. But among the blights af-
fecting Houston was a strong, well-
protected right-wing movement, in-
cluding a gang of nightriding Ku
Klux Klan thugs.

The SWP, in the course of the cam-
paign, won a hearing for its answers
to the social problems besetting the
city. It also dealt some heavy blows
to the Klan, whose friends in the po-
lice department and other high places
had long provided it immunity from
the law.

Principally as a result of SWP ef-
forts, several Klansmen have now

-

been convicted for sorhe of their crimes
and others are under indictment. Their
night-riding activity has abated.

The SWP campaigners also won a
significant victory on the issue of re-
strictive requirements imposed on can-
didates for public office. A successful
court action eliminated exorbitant fil-
ing fees, a stipulation that a candi-
date must be a property owner, and
a mandatory "loyalty" oath.

The real ‘Space City’

A visitor to Houston is struck by
the city's social contradictions —con-
tradictions that are extreme even by
capitalist norms.

With a population of 1.2 million,
Houston is the country's fastest-grow-
ing major city. The unemployment
rate is relatively low. Long a major
oil-refining center, it has enjoyed a
big industrial growth, principally in
the petrochemical field. It is a grow-
ing Southern financial center and en-
joys the various economic benefits of
the federal Manned Spacecraft Center,
which has given it the nickname
"Space City." Its giant Astrodome
sports arena is a .major tourist at-
traction.

All of this, properly put together

in a Chamber of Commerce brochure, -

would suggest a reasonably habit-
able, relatively forward-looking city.
The reality is astonishingly different.

Houston is like a small Southern
town run by a gang of thieving, re-
actionary racists, but vastly swollen
in size and opportunity for exploita-
tion.

The political attitude of the admin-
istration is summarized by Mayor
Louie Welch, who just won his fifth
term in office. A prosperous real es-
tate operator, Mayor Welch says he
sees "no contradiction" between mem-
bership in the Ku Klux Klan and
membership in the Houston police de-
partment. This view is apparently not
unique, since speakers at cross-burn-
ing Klan rallies have boasted of their
influence with ranking members of the
department.

'No one has established that Police
Chief Herman Short, the mayor's ap-
pointee, is, as some contend, a8 mem-
ber of the Klan or the John Birch
Society. But the city's Blacks and Chi-
canos, who comprise 45 percent of the
population, know that the Houston
police are utterly brutal, and that com-
plaints about their behavior are given
short shrift by Chief Short and the
city administration.

The town is set up as one vast rip-
off for industry. A Nader task force
estimated that industry pays taxes on
the basis of 17 percent of actual value
of holdings, while small homeowners
pay on the basis of 34 percent.

There are no industrial zoning regu-
lations and factories sprout where con-
venient among the homes of the poor.
Air and water pollution are particular-
ly acute, and suggestions that some-
thing be done about it are regarded
as a variety of un-Americanism.

Many of the streets in the poor sec-
tions are unpaved and large numbers
of Blacks and Chicanos live in hovels.
About a third of the population quali-
fy by federal definition as impover-
ished.

Despite the concentration of indus-

Photo by Howard Petrick

Debby Leonard was the first woman and the first socialist ever to run

for Houston mayor.
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try, the union movement is quite weak
and wages are low— particularly, of
course, for Blacks and Chicanos.

Young people have to fight for the
smallest freedoms. Student organiza-
tions, such as the Student Mobilization
Committee, are banned from the high
schools.

Leaflet distribution and the sale of
underground papers are also forbid-
den in the high schools. Paddling is
still legal, and dress codes are so
vigorous that many students are com-
pelled to wear wigs to school to avoid
shearing their hair.

Although a majority of the city's
population are women and a near-
majority Black and Chicano, the City
Council remains exclusively male, ex-
clusively white and virulently sexist
and racist.

Until the SWP sparked a movement
to fight back, the Klan felt free to
bomb KPFT, the local listener-spon-
sored radio station, off the air twice,
as well as to bomb the office of the
local underground paper Space City!
and the business places of its adver-
tizers.

The homes of pro-civil-liberties at-
torneys and professors have been at-
tacked, and local antiwar leader Fred
Brode was compelled to wall off the
front of his home with sandbags.

In total, the situation is such that
apparently even a sector of the local
ruling circles seems to feel that some
modifications, some token nods to
progress, are necessary. This was evi-
dent when Mayor Louie Welch was
challenged in his reelection bid by
Fred Hofheinz, a young member of
one of Houston's most powerful fam-
ilies. The Astrodome is but one of
the Hofheinz family holdings.

In the elections, Hofheinz came on
as a liberal in the image of New York
Mayor Lindsay, although his politics
could be classified as liberal only by
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traditional Houston standards. But
his campaign did suggest that at least
some of the people who run the city
are becoming aware that they are sit-
ting on a rather large tinderbox.

In this setting, the announcement of
the Socialist Workers Party ticket was
regarded as news in Houston and
treated that way by the media.

The SWP nomination of Debby Leo-
nard for mayor constituted two "firsts"
— the first time a woman ran for may-
or of Houston and the first time a
socialist ran.

Her running mates were Jeannette
Tracy, Paul McKnight and Mareen
Jasin for City Council, and Manuel
"Tank" Barrera for School Board.

Fight election laws, Klan

The campaign was launched in mid-
February 1971 and opened with a
legal challenge, backed by the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, to the
$1,250 filing fee required of mayoral
nominees and $500 of candidates for
other offices. Also challenged were a
required five-year residency and own-
ership of real estate for two years
prior to the election. A further chal-
lenge was made against the "loyalty"
oath proviso.

The residency requirement was re-
duced to one year by the state legisla-
ture shortly afterward. Subsequent fed-
eral court victories eliminated the oth-
er requirements. This put the SWP on
the ballot, as well as several inde-
pendent nominees who would not have
otherwise qualified.

Announcement of the slated court
challenges, plus the public activities
of the candidates, drew media publi-
city and the attention of the Klan as
well.

In the early morning hours of
March 12, a month after the campaign
began, a pipe bomb was hurled
through the window of the SWP cam-
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paign headquarters, caving in the ceil-
ing and blowing out the windows and
door. Damage totaled about $3,000.

The bombing was one of about 18
acts of right-wing violence that had
occurred in Houston over an 18-
month period. In a number of cases,
publicly identified Klansmen were
clearly linked to the attacks but there
had not been a single prosecution.

While previous victims demonstrat-
ed a resolute determination not to be
driven out by these attacks, they seem-
ed to feel it was impossible to compel
the authorities to do anything about
it.

The SWP took a different view, even
though their initial exp+rience seemed
to confirm the pessimisti: view of oth-
ers. The initial police response to the
attack on the SWP head:juarters was
to suggest to the media that it was a
self-attack to secure campaign publi-
city. They went so far as to propose
that Debby Leonard take' a lie-detector
test. .

When this ploy failed to gain any
public credence, local officials joined
with Treasury agents; now on the
scene, in suggesting that for some un-
known reason "Black militants” had
committed the bombing. This was
finally dropped in the face of vigor-
ous SWP protest.

Immediately after the bomb attack,
the SWP campaigners had proposed
to previous Klan victims and to other
concerned citizens that a committee be
established with the aim of compelling
the authorities to stop looking the oth-
er way while the Klan carried on its
terror campaign.

There was agreement to do so, and
the Committee to Defend Democratic
Rights in Houston was established.

Then, two months later, on May 14,
came a second Klan attack on the
SWP campaign headquarters. This
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time, at 4 a.m., night riders fired
some. two dozen machine-gun bullets
through the front window.

This attack resulted in the cancella-
tion of insurance on the hall, giving
the landlord a legal excuse for evict-
ing the SWP. It was several months
before a new headquarters was ob-
tained.

Meanwhile, the Committee to Defend
Democratic Rights pressed vigorously
for action and began to evoke an en-
couraging public response. A number
of prominent figures issued public
statements condemning the attacks. An
editorial in the principal daily, the
Houston Chronicle, deplored the right-
wing violence.

As a result of the committee's per-
sistent efforts, the national media be-
gan to focus on the issue. Newsweek
did a major piece on the role of the
Klan in Houston politics. The New
York Times, the Los Angeles Times,
UPI, AP and several European publi-
cations picked up on the issue. The
"image" of the nation's fastest-growing
city clearly was not faring well.

Then a change began to occur. The
U.S. Treasury probers started to ser-
iously check out the Klan.

Two Klansmen were convicted by
the federal government of conspiring
to bomb the Pacifica stations in Cali-
fornia.

Then, two days after federal agents
advised Leonard of a pending Klan
attack on her home and offered to in-
tercept and arrest the attackers, the
city of Houston decided it was time
to act. Several Klansmen were indicted
on charges of participating in the at-
tacks on the SWP and others. Frank
Converse, grand dragon of the United
Klans of America and the city's lead-
ing Klansman, was indicted for illegal
possession of weapons.

Deep impact

All of this had a deep impact on the
city. With the indictments, the Klan
attacks were suspended. Individuals
and groupings previously reluctant to
express dissident views began to com-
prehend that it was possible to
effectively challenge the forces of re-
action in the city. The SWP was seen
as having played a central role in
this and its election campaign gained
further momentum.

One of the results of the SWP's mili-
tant response to the Klan attacks was
substantial added publicity, both in
terms of news coverage in the press
as well as radio and TV appearences.
Invitations to speak at schools and
elsewhere began coming in unsolicited.

A high point of this process came
when a TV station arranged a tele-
vised confrontation between Leonard
and Grand Dragon Converse. The de-
bate evoked such public interest that a
second one was arranged, with the
station allocating several thousand
dollars to publicize it. In both de-
bates with Leonard, Converse clearly
emerged second best.

While the Klan attacks provided the
basis for the initial SWP breakthrough
in the campaign, the party candidates
continued to hammer at other issues
as well. These included such things as
the need to end the war to obtain
funds for necessary city projects; the
need for community control by the
Black and Chicano peoples; the prob-
lems of Houston's working people;
the needs of the women of Houston;
and the demands of high school stu-
dents for their elementary rights.

The issue of police brutality was
emphasized by the SWP nominees and
their demand for the firing of Police
Chief Short became a controversial
issue in the campaign, with Mayor
Welch going all out in support of his
appointee while his liberal opponent,
Hofheinz, tried to duck the issue.

Speaking invitations for Leonard
and the other SWP nominees increased
even further. Leonard spoke at most
of the city's high schools and appar-
ently was the first socialist candidate
ever to be heard in the local schools.

She was interviewed by 15 high
school papers and spoke on virtually
all of the area college campuses.

The high school engagements were
given added interest in that those who
extended the invitations felt the need
to "balance" them, giving Leonard the
opportunity to debate a number of
right wingers before the students. At
one large meeting, she debated the
national chairman of Young Ameri-
cans for Freedom.

Throughout the campaign, Leonard
appeared on TV and radio several
times a week and, in the closing
period of the campaign, several times
a day. Speaking engagements in-
creased from several a week to up to
five a day. There was almost daily
newspaper coverage.

Throughout the campaign, Leonard
and her running mates addressed
themselves to the "lesser evil" argu-
ment, which clearly was an influential
one in this particular election. Mayor
Welch ran a right-wing "law and or-
der" campaign buttressed by red-bait-
ing attacks on the SWP and his liberal
opponent Hofheinz. Those who were
disgusted by this—including many
who regarded themselves as sympa-
thetic to the SWP campaign — were per-
suaded to vote for Hofheinz as
a means of getting rid of Welch.

The extent to which this "lesser evil"
approach prevailed was indicated by
the vote returns in the Nov. 20 elec-
tion. In the race for City Council,
where there was no "conservative-lib-
eral” choice, the SWP candidates won
votes ranging frém 7,000 to 10,500.
But in the mayoral race, Leonard
obtained 3,245 votes (1.5 percent of
the total). The difference between her
vote and that of the SWP City Council
candidates is one indicator of the ex-
tent of "lesser evil" voting for mayor.

In the original election, Welch came
in first but failed to get a majority.
In a Dec. 7 runoff with Hofheinz, he
won reelection by 12,000 votes.

While the SWP mayoral vote was
modest, the gains made in the cam-
paign were significant.

The blows dealt the Klan and their
protectors immediately eased the pres-
sure on all sectors of the population.
Blacks, Chicanos and others are in a
far better position to press their de-
mands.

Despite the Klan, and despite the
administration's red-baiting attacks,
socialism is now accepted as a legiti-
mate and significant factor in Houston
politics. ,

Both the SWP and YSA won new
supporters as a result of the cam-
paign. A number have already joined
the YSA and some have applied for
membership in the SWP.

The Young Socialists for Jenness
and Pulley gained a whole number
of active supporters from the cam-
paign.

The SWP in Houston and Austin
are now launching a statewide elec-
tion campaign and they enter the race
significantly stronger than they did
the 1971 elections. A number of peo-
ple who first heard about the SWP
during the local contest in Houston
are already actively supporting the
SWP gubernatorial ticket. The media,
from the outset, is giving serious cov-
erage to the new campaign, and
Debby Leonard has already had sev-
eral TV and radio engagements as
candidate for governor.

During the mayoral campaign, I
was riding in a car with Debby Leo-
nard. As we stopped for a red light,
a Space City! salesman stepped from
the curb to offer us a copy of the
paper. When he approached the car,
he recognized Leonard. He greeted
her warmly and explained that while
he related to the counterculture rather
than to socialist politics, she had his
support. )

I think that even though contradic-
tory his response was a small reflec-
tion of a developing consciousness in
Houston that the SWP campaign con-

| tributed significantly to advancing.

A real
threat

As part of his campaign to bring
out a maximum right-wing vote,
incumbent Louie Welch engaged
in a virulent red-baiting campaign
aimed at smearing both the SWP
ticket and his liberal opponent,
Fred Hofheinz. One part of the
red-baiting was a series of radio
commercials from which the fol-
lowing is excerpted. The referenc-
es to a candidate who would "fight
for Russia” against the U.S. is a
falsified version of a reply to such
a question by SWP nominee Paul
McKnight. McKnight said in es-
sence that he would not give politi-
cal support to the present capital-
ist government, without regard to
what. country or people it
was fighting.

Radio voice: "Boy, I'm boiling
mad that the courts have ruled
that candidates for city office don't
have to own property or even pay
a filing fee. But on top of that,
some candidates won't even take
an oath to uphold the Constitution
as required by law. . .. It even
goes farther than that. At least
one candidate says he'd bear arms
for Russia if Russia and the U.S.
ever got into a war, Well, if these
developments don't point up the
need for maintaining a top-flight
police department, I don't know
what it would take. . . ."

Radio voice: 1 believe Mayor
Welch is absolutely right in asking
that a law suit be brought requir-
ing that candidates take the oath
of loyalty required by the Hous-
ton city charter.

"It's bad enough for the city to
be forced to appeal the decision
that does away with the property
ownership requirement and the fil-
ing fee requirement. But when can-
didates in our city say they won't
bear arms for the United States,
it's an appalling situation. . . .

"I think the actions of some of
these far-out candidates make it
vital to have a strong police de-
partment. I think the present situa-
tion underscores that we should
elect Louie Welch as mayor. . . ."

First voice: "I thought I'd never
see the day."

Second voice: "What day?"

First voice: "The day when they
have candidates for office who, by
gosh, just aren't on our side.”

Second voice:"Wha'd ya mean?"

First voice: "Just that! They got
folks on the ballot here in Houston
who say in advance that they
won't take a loyalty oath if they're
elected. One of them is even more
specific. He says that if there were
war between the United States and
Russia, he'd fight for the reds.”

Second voice: "Oh, you're talking
about that woman and those guys
who call themselves socialists.
Well, I don't know how much of
a threat they are. I'm more wor-
ried about Freddie, who beats
around the bush when you ask
him if he's going to keep Police
Chief Short on the job.”

First voice: "Seems to me there's
a real threat whichever way you
look at it. Whether you're a Marx-
ist, or soft on law enforcement, it
adds up to trouble. There's no
security for the citizens if you turn

Continued on page 22
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Campaign

The impact that the Jenness-Pulley
campaign is having on American poli-
tics is indicated by a Dec. 4 column
by Boston Globe staff writer David

Deitch entitled
Breaking Up?”’
Deitch writes, *“We have today a sit-
uation in which different sectors of the
society have already left the Demo-
cratic coalition, such as the Chicanos,
or are still vying for power within
the party, such as blacks, women,
youth and organized labor. . . .

“In this context, the political cam-
paign of Linda Jenness, presidential
candidate of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, takes on relevance that it didn’t
have four years ago when the econom-
ic crisis was less apparent, when the
women’s movement was barely visible,
when the youth vote didn’t exist, when
the Chicanos still thought that Hum-
phrey could do it for them. . . .”

Deitch quotes Jenness as saying,
“People can no longer be blind to the
fact that the Democratic Party is con-
trolled from the top by big business,
big bankers and millionaires. There
is no way for ordinary people who
vote to get in there and reform it.
This learning process won’t take for-
ever.”

“Two-Party System

Wherever Democratic presidential
hopeful Senator George McGovern
goes, he runs into Young Socialists
for Jenness and Pulley.

On Nov. 30, over 2,000 Southern
Illinois University students heard Mc-
Govern speak in Carbondale, Ill. Dur-
ing the question and answer period,
YSJPers and others questioned the lib-
eral Democrat on the wage freeze,
women’s liberation, the oppression of
Blacks and Native Americans, and
his refusal to debate Linda Jenness.

The Dec. 1 Daily Egyptian, the SIU
student newspaper, reports:

“One student challenged McGovern
.to explain why he had refused to de-
bate Linda Jenness, 30-year-old pres-
idential candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party.

“McGovern said he was unaware
he had been challenged to debate Ms.
Jenness. ‘If she is the nominee of the
Socialist party ( sic—S. B.), she should
wait until the other parties have made
their nominations before she challeng-
es other candidates to debate,” McGov-
ern said. .

“McGovern added that' he is not
interested in wasting his time debating
candidates not qualified to be presi-
dent under the Constitution, which set
35 as the minimum age for president.”

A woman who attended McGovern’s
SIU meeting wrote the following letter
to the SWP national campaign office
shortly afterward:

“Today I was introduced to the SWP
at a public appearance of George Mc-
Govern. This may sound strange, but
literature was being handed out con-
cerning the SWP. After reading the
literature and hearing McGovern
speak, I have become quite interested
in learning more about the SWP. I
have no bread to donate to the SWP
at this time, but I would appreciate
you sending me any/all information
about the party.”
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Twenty persons from seven states en-
dorsed the Jenness-Pulley ticket and
many others signed up for more in-
formation on the SWP campaign at
the Dec. 3-5 national antiwar con-
ference in Cleveland, Ohio.

The YSJP table did a brisk business,
especially after Linda Jenness took
the floor at the Sunday plenary ses-
sion. She voiced her support for the
proposal calling for mass demonstra-
tions in New York and California
on April 22 around the slogan of
immediate withdrawal.

The first issue of the monthly Young
Socialists for Jenness and Pulley
Newsletter, a regular campaign hand-
book for active supporters of the Jen-
ness-Pulley ticket, is off the press. To
get a free copy (one cent each on
bulk orders), write to: YSJP News-
letter, 706 Broadway, Eighth Floor,
New York, N.Y. 10003.

**Linda Jenness for President’’ T-shirts,
embossed with a women’s liberation
symbol, are now available in red,
green, gold, aqua and pale blue from
the SWP ’72 Campaign Committee,
706 Broadway, Eighth Floor, New
York, N.Y. 10003. The shirts are
$3 each, plus 50c postage and han-
dling. .

L.S. Nelson, warden at the California
state prison at San Quentin, in a letter
to the San Francisco Socialist Workers
Campaign Committee, had a terse re-
sponse to a written request that SWP
vice-presidential candidate Andrew
Pulley be allowed to visit the prison:

“Since San Quentin inmates do not
vote during incarceration, it seems
pointless to permit Mr. Pulley to visit.
It would appear his time would be
better spent in other hustings. Your
request is not approved.”

Upon hearing that his request to
visit the prisoners had been denied,
Pulley reaffirmed the SWP campaign’s
support for the struggles of prison-
ers, “ Unlike the politicians of the Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties, our
campaign does not choose to ignore
prisoners for ‘other hustings.” I am
campaigning for the democratic rights
of prisoners, including their right to
vote, and I intend to continue my
efforts to speak to prisoners in every
state of the union.”

Barbara Winkler writes in the Dec. 2
issue of the Barnard Bulletin (student
paper at Barnard College, a women’s
college affiliated with Columbia Uni-
versity ): .
*“I first heard Linda Jenness, the
Socialist Workers Party presidential
candidate, speak at the Nov. 20th . . .
march in Washington, D.C. . ... 1
was highly impressed with this
straight-talking feminist. (She is a
bona fide feminist, not merely a can-
didate trying to cash in on the
women’s issue.). . . . I made a point
of attending her appearance at Co-
lumbia University on Nov. 22. Once
again I found her presentation
thoughtful and forceful. . . . I believe
(she) should be taken very seriously

as a presidential hopeful.”
— STEVE BEREN

YSJP
confronts
Bella
Abzug

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Representa-
tive Bella Abzug (D-N.Y.) was con-
fronted by John Hawkins, national
coordinator of Young Socialists for
Jenness and Pulley; at an American
University meeting Dec. 12 where Ab-

 zug was speaking. Before the 200 per-

sons present, Hawkins introduced him-
self and questioned Abzug from the
floor microphone. Outlining some. of
the basic planks in the Socialist Work-
ers Party platform and stating that he
agreed with many of Abzug's crit-
icisms of our present system, Haw-
kins proceeded to ask her why she
belongs to one of the two parties that
are responsible for and help perpet-
uate that same system.

Abzug replied that she wanted to
give the Democratic Party one more
chance, and urged the youth in at-
tendance to be conscious of the fact
that they have "one foot in the door.”

Literature from the SWP Campaign
table quickly disappeared as those
present eagerly accepted brochures to
find out more about the SWP 1972
campaign. Several signed up to en-
dorse the Jenness-Pulley ticket.

When Hawkins offered Abzug SWP
campaign material, Abzug stated she
was already familiar with the SWP
campaign, as Jenness-Pulley support-
ers around the country had been pres-
ent at her various campus meetings.

While in Washington, D.C., Haw-
kins also addressed several classes of
predominantly Black students at
Howard University and spoke at
Woodrow Wilson High School. He al-
so spoke before 75 people at the open-
ing session of the Washington, D.C.,
Socialist Educational Conference.

Petition
campaign
goes well
in Fla.

TAMPA, Fla., Dec. 13— In the first
week of the drive to put the Social-
ist Workers Party 1972 presidential
ticket on the Florida ballot, Young
Socialists for Jenness and Pulley have
collected 18,445 signatures of regis-
tered voters. This figure is more than
half the 27,000 required by Florida
law.

Buoyed by sunny days with tem-
peratures in the 80s and the excel-
lent response they have received from
voters, campaign supporters predict
they will obtain the rest of the neces-
sary signatures this week.

In the first week petitioners collected
over 6,500 signatures from Univer-
sity of Florida students in Gainesville,
2,000 in Tallahassee, 1,600 in Mi-
ami, 3,500 in Jacksonville, and 5,000
in Tampa.

"We've run into some Muskie, Mc-
Carthy and Chisholm supporters, and
usually they admit our program is
better than anyone else's,” one peti-
tioner reported.

The youthfulness of the SWP can-
didates is an asset, petitioners agreed.
A substantial number of retired peo-
ple, who make up a large percentage
of Florida's year-round population,
are delighted by the idea of young
candidates running for office. On that
basis, they are happy to sign the

nominating petitions to help get Jen-
ness and Pulley on the ballot.

The program of the candidates is
the reason most people are eager to
sign. Each petitioner has a sheet out-
lining the principal planks of the SWP
platform. Bringing the GIs home from
Indochina now and ending the wage
controls are the sections that invari-
ably evoke favorable comment. One
former labor organizer was so happy
to see a meaningful political alterna-
tive that he insisted on taking six
petitioners from Tampa's downtown
area out to lunch.

Not since 1948 has a socialist can-
didate achieved ballot status in Flor-
ida. Along with many other states at
that time, Florida revised its election
laws, making it virtually impossible
for any third-party candidate to com-
ply. By increasing the necessary num-
ber of signatures and requiring that
they be collected in every county in
the state, the Florida legislature ef-
fectively left the ballot to the Demo-
crats and Republicans. Only after sim-
ilar distribution requirements were in-
validated by SWP and New Party
challenges in several other states, did
the Florida legislature eliminate their
distribution requirement.

Petitioners are currently shooting for
a safe margin by obtaining 45,000
signatures by Dec. 24. The results
of the drive will be announced at the
national campaign rally Dec. 30,
which will be held as part of the
young socialist national convention
in Houston.

Campaign
endorser
drive

picks up

By LAURA MILLER

Supporters of the Socialist Workers
Party 1972 campaign have collected
hundreds of new campaign endorsers
in the past week toward the goal of
5,000 before the Dec. 28-Jan. 1 young
socialist national convention in Hour
ton.

The Texas Young Socialists for Jeii-
ness and Pulley obtained the most
endorsers this week with 120, which
brings their total to 164. They now
stand in second place to California
campaign supporters, who have col-
lected 224, while Massachusetts sup-
porters are running a close third with
163.

Young Socialists for Jenness and
Pulley in many areas are recruiting
campaign supporters through special
endorser drive activities. For example,
YSJPers in Los Angeles are planning
to send campaign teams to solicit
endorsers and publicize the YSA con-
vention at Los Angeles International
Airport as youth-fare travelers head
home for Christmas. New York
YSJPers are setting up campaign ta-
bles, seeking endorsements, and sell-
ing Militants at the large Port Au-
thority . bus terminal in Manhattan.

Many areas are sending YSJP teams
to campus dormitories in the remain-
ing days before the Christmas break.
YSJP activists on these teams not only
are talking to thousands of college
students about the campaign but are
also using the opportunity to distrib-
ute massive quantities of campaign
literature.

A number of campaign committees
have organized successful "blitz"
teams to campuses throughout their
regions. The impact such expeditions
are having is demonstrated by the
large numbers of students from these
campuses who' are writing to the na-
tional campaign committee to endorse
the SWP ticket and request more in-
formation.

After meeting a member of one of
these teams, a student in Warrensburg,



Md., wrote:

"Today, while sitting in our college
union, a’ sister came up and asked
if she could rap to me for awhile.
She was a member of your party.
We talked for a long while, and read-
ing her leaflets and listening to her

logic, I've decided to write you. I
would like to join your cam-
paign. . ..

"I am sure there are many people
here at school who feel the same as
I do. Unfortunately, not all of them
will meet this sister. I would like to
carry out her job since she is only
here for one day. . . . I feel confident
that yours and now mine is not a
futile struggle. We can win but we
must have support.”

Aside from the college students who
have endorsed the campaign, support
has come from women, working peo-
ple, Black, Chicano and Puerto Rican
youths, professors, GIs, and other sec-
tors of the population. Many YSJP
chapters are planning to devote spe-
cial attention to obtaining endorsers
in the high schools.

All campaign endorsers are invited
to participate in the endorser drive.
For a free packet of endorser cards
and other campaign materials, con-
tact: Socijalist Workers 1972 Cam-
paign, 706 Broadway, Eighth Floor,
New York, N.Y. 10003. Telephone:
(212) 2604 150.

Jenness
meetings
big in New
England

By GEORGE BASLEY

BOSTON, Dec. 12— The New En-
gland tour of SWP presidential can-
didate Linda Jenness climaxed 12
weeks of active campaigning in cities
throughout the Midwest and East
Coast. At the end of her second week
in New England she had traveled over
1,000 miles and spoken to more than
2,000 students.

One of the most successful meetings
took place Dec. 9 at the University
of Rhode Island, where 300 students
heard Jenness talk about the need for
youth to break with the concept that
supporting Democratic Party candi-
dates is the lesser of two evils. Jenness
told the students, "Supporting a Dem-
ocratic Party peace candidate would
be like supporting a pro-slavery lib-
eral in the 1850s. I'm sure you would
have voted for the abolitionists before
the Civil War, even when their votes
were few. I urge you to vote for the
SWP in 1972." After the meeting, over
75 students signed up to endorse the
SWp

At the University of Massachusetts
in Amherst, Jenness spoke to an en-
thusiastic crowd of 225. She also
spoke to large audiences at Brown
University in Providence, R. 1., North-
ern Essex Community College in Hav-
erhill, Mass., and Clark University in
Worcester, Mass. Jenness' Massachus-
sets campus tour also included Mount
Holyoke in South Hadley and College
of the Holy Cross in Worcester. More
than 150 endorsers were obtained dur-
ing this week of New England cam-
paigning.

Press coverage of the Jenness tour
was extensive, including two columns
in the Boston Globe and articles in
at least a dozen regional newspapers.
An Associated Press wire dispatch
from Jenness' Boston press conference
appeared in newspapers as far away
as Austin, Texas; Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia; and Miami, Fla. A United Press
International dispatch was carried in
such papers as the Bangor, Maine,
News, the Portland, Maine, Press-Her-
ald and the Worcester, Mass., Tele-
gram.

Another highlight of Jenness' tour
was her meeting Dec. 10 with 30 pris-

BOSTON —-On Dec.

Pulley

visits jails
on tour in
Missouri

By RICHARD GORDON

and HELEN SAVIO

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 13 —An-
drew Pulley, 1972 vice-presidential
candidate of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, who has been stumping the South
and the West Coast during 12 weeks
of active campaigning, concluded his
fall tour this week in Kansas City
and St. Louis.

‘While in Kansas City, Pulley made
fact-finding visits to the Fort Leaven-
worth Disciplinary Barracks and the
Jackson County jail. The original re-
quest by the Kansas City Young So-

- cialists for Jenness and Pulley for per-

mission for Pulley to tour the jail

10 the Socialist Workers Party announced that its

candidates for the 1972 elections in Massachusetts are: Don Gurewitz,
U.S. Senate; Jeanne Lafferty, U.S. Congress (9th C.D.); John E. Pow-

ers Jr.,,

U.S. Congress (18th C.D.). Gurewitz is a former national ex-
* ecutive secretary of the Student Mobilization Committee and one of

the five founding coordinators of the National Peace Action Codlition.
Lafferty, who ran this fall for City Council in Cambridge and is a found-

er of Boston Female Liberation,

is running for the seat now held

by right-wing Democrat Louise Day Hicks. Powers was the SWP can-

didate for mayor of Boston in 1971.

oners at Massachusetts Correctional

Institute at Norfolk, Mass.

A two-and-a-half hour session took
place, with discussion centering
around the current radicalization and
the plight of prisoners under capital-
ist society. Many of the inmates at

Norfolk subscribe to The Militant, and

they offered their opinion of the paper.

Jenness' appearance at the Boston
campaign kick-off rally of 120 on
Dec. 10 was a successful wind-up to
her New England tour. She was the
keynote speaker, sharing the platform
with John E. Powers Jr., Jeanne Laf-
ferty and Don Gurewitz, the Massa-
chusetts SWP candidates for U. S. Sen-
ate and House of Representatives.

PHILADELPHIA — Linda Jenness ar-
rived here Dec. 11 for a short series
of speaking engagements closing her
1971 fall tour.

Jenness was the featured speaker at
the Philadelphia campaign banquet,
where over $750 was raised from the
75 persons present. She had a busy
schedule of campus and high school
meetings in the Pennsylvania-New Jer-
sey region, including a tour of the
Philadelphia Women's House of Cor-
rection and a formal meeting at the
request of inmates at Pennsylvania's
Graterford prison.
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was denied in a letter from Sheriff
W. Kenneth Carnes.

The letter stated, in part, "The news
media has certainly documented what
conditions are like in the jail, and it
seems a bit repetitious to keep bring-
ing groups of people into the jail,
disrupting routine as they do, just
to further emphasize that we have an
antiquated facility which is under-
staffed." After an active publicity cam-
paign including press releases to the
local media, the request was recon-
sidered and Pulley won the right to
tour the jail.

On Dec. 9, Pulley participated in
a panel discussion, sponsored by the
Citizens Lobby for Penal Reform,
along with James Baker, member of
the Missouri House of Representatives.
The other member of the panel, Judge
Timothy O'Leary, canceled out at the
last moment when he saw the Jenness-
Pulley campaign table, stating that
the panel would become too political.

Pulley scored the entire penal sys-
tem, relating his own.prison experi-
ences and his fact-finding tours of the
various prisons he had visited during
his campaign tour.

Pulley also spoke before audiences
at the University of Missouri at Kan-
sas City and at Penn Valley Com-
munity College, and held a news con-
ference that was attended by the local
news media.

In St. Louis, Pulley was the guest
of honor at a buffet and cocktail re-
ception Dec. 10 attended by members
of the Progressive Black Workers Par-
ty, local feminists and antiwar activ-
ists, Black high school students, and
members of the Free Angela Davis
Committee.

On Dec. 12, Pulley was a guest at
a fund-raising benefit in defense of

a member of the United Farm Work-

ers Organizing Committee who was
arrested for "disturbing the peace”
when she entered a store to inquire
if the lettuce being sold contained a
union label. Pulley gave a short talk
on her behalf.

He will be appearing at a Washing-
ton, D.C., news conference Dec. 21
along with Laura Miller, recently
named national coordinator of the
Young Socialists for Jenness and Pul-
ley, to announce plans for the upcom-
ing young socialist national conven-
tion to be held in Houston.

Starsky
suit
demands
right

to teach

By KATHLEEN O'NAN

LOS ANGELES — Dr. Morris J.
Starsky has asked the Superior Court
here to order the chancellor of the
state college system and the president
of California State College at Domin-
guez Hills (€ESDH) to allow him to
carry out his duties as associate pro-
fessor of philosophy and chairman
of the philosophy department.

Starsky, a socialist activist currently
on the staff of the Out Now antiwar
coalition, accepted the position last
August but was never allowed to per-
form his duties and was stricken from
the payroll on the grounds that he
had falsely answered a question on
the appointment document.

CSDH President Leo Cain maintains
that Starsky was discharged from his
teaching post at Arizona State Uni-
versity (ASU) in 1970, and thus lied
when he said he had never been dis-
charged from previous employment.

In 1970, the Arizona Board of Re
gents unsuccessfully attempted to dis-
charge Starsky from the ASU faculty,
where he had been teaching for six
years. In January of that year,
Starsky canceled a class in order to
speak at a mass student rally at the
University of Arizona in Tucson. After
a vicious red-baiting attack, the Re-
gents ordered the president of the uni-
versity to investigate Starsky for pos-
sible charges of misconduct.

The president appointed an ad hoc
faculty committee, which met secretly.
The committee reported there was in-
sufficient evidence of misconduct to
warrant initiating dismissal proceed-
ings against Starsky. The Regents dis-
regarded this report and ordered the
president to begin such proceedings.

Starsky was supported by ASU fac-
ulty, students, and a broad defense
committee. He won the right to a pub-
lic hearing with sworn testimony.

The dismissal hearing, which lasted
two months and was front-page news
almost daily throughout the state, was
conducted by the Faculty Committee
on Academic Freedom and Tenure.
After hearing the "evidence" against
Starsky, the committee unanimously
recommended that he not be dis-
charged. The president accepted this
recommendation but on June 10,
1970, the Regents announced Star-
sky's contract would not be renewed.
This decision is being challenged in

federal court.

The suit in the Dominguez Hills case
includes a petition for back salary
from the start of the current academic
year, plus $50,000 in damages. The
suit was filed Nov. 22 by attorney
Ronald Merlino. A hearing is sched-
uled Jan. 6.

A defense committee is being formed
to publicize this attack on the right
of a socialist to teach, and to raise
money for the defense effort. Protest
letters should be sent to President Leo
Cain, California State College at
Dominguez Hills, Dominguez Hills,
Calif. 90247. Funds for the defense
campaign are urgently needed and
should be sent to Starsky Defense,
1460 Ridge Way, Los Angeles, Calif.
90026.
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Bureaucrats help g‘ovt.'scalp workers

By FRANK LOVELL ‘

Much of the steam has gone out of the high-pres-
sure talk by the union bureaucrats about how
"labor will not stand still and see our contracts
abrogated, our work standards destroyed, our
earnings drastically diminished, while all around
us other sectors of the economy are doing business
as usual." .

They are, in fact, helping the government wage
control machinery keep wage increases down, a
process that has been aided by the additional
pressure of rising unemployment. This squeeze
upon the standard of living of the working class
is recognized and accepted by the trade-union bu-
reaucracy as a new fact of life, something they
now say they must adjust to and learn to live
with "for many years to come." They are advising
union members to do the best they can under
the new situation, but not to expect much before
the 1972 general election.

Two recent union contract adjustments and one

strike settlement illustrate the complacent attitude
and policy of retreat characteristic of the union
officialdom.

In Cincinnati, Ohio, the Carpenters union took
a 50 percent cut in a wage increase due on Dec. 1
under terms of a contract negotiated in 1969.

In Dayton, Ohio, a local of the International
Union of Electrical Workers agreed on Nov. 22
to waive a 3 percent increase in wages that was
due, to forego another 3 percent raise next year,
to cancel a 14 cent an hour cost-of-living raise
due in December, and to eliminate the wage es-
calator clause from their contract.

In Washington, D.C., three major unions— the
United Auto Workers, the United Steelworkers, and
the International Association of Machinists—
agreed Dec. 2 to settle a five-day strike against the
Anaconda American Brass Company for about
20 cents an hour less than the pattern set last
August in the basic steel settlement.

The circumstances in each of these cases were
different but they all reflect the economic and politi-
cal pressures the government is now bringing to
bear on the workers.

In the case of the Carpenters union, Business
Agent Joseph Wear, who is also president of the
AFL-CIO Cincinnati Building and Construction
Trades Council, announced that the union had
decided to take a 5.5 percent raise instead of the
11 percent due on Dec. 1 under the terms of a
three-year contract. According to Wear, the de
cision was intended to show that the carpenters
union will abide by government wage controls. He
admitted the action was "unprecedented,” but said
he had "handed the responsibility for success or

failure of the Phase Two program back to the
federal government and Allied Construction In-
dustries.”

Wear emphasized, "We are not against the freeze.
We say if it is done right, we're for it. Somehow
the public has it in its mind that we unions are
the bad .cats and everybody else is good. We're
going to reverse that even if we have to take an-
other cut."

This is above and beyond.the call of duty even
for a Carpenters union business agent. The current
wage scale for carpenters in Cincinnati before the
raise was $8.20 per hour. Millwrights got $8.79.
This is less than the union business agent gets,

“It's Phase 2 dinner— leftovers!”’

and carpenters have no guaranteed annual wage.
They get paid only when they work and produce.
Their average annual earnings are less than $10,-
000, with take-home pay actually closer to $8,000.

The wage cut agreed to by the Electrical Workers
union in Dayton was forced upon them by the
General Motors Corporation, which threatened to
close its Frigidaire plant in that city.

Last summer GM laid off more than 3,000 of
the 5,000 workers in the plant. Their contract
was based on the standard contract in the auto

industry, which is estimated to be as much as $2
per hour higher than the base wage in electrical
and appliance manufacturing.

In exchange for accepting lower wages, the work-
ers were promised that some of those who had
been laid off would be rehired. It was agreed,
however, that those rehired would come back at
25 cents below the eurrent starting rate of $4.34
per hour.

The agreement was negotiated in Detroit between
officials of the AFL-CIO International Union of
Electrical Workers (IUE) and representatives of
GM.

The retail sales volume of GM's Frigidaire di-
vision is estimated at between $700- and $800-
million annually. _Althéugh GM claims to be losing
money on this operation, the IUE has never de
manded to see the books. In any event, the workers
in Dayton should not be expected to subsidize
General Motors. Some of those workers have regis-
tered a protest, others are expected to.

The workers in the brass mills of Anaconda
American Brass Company got a similar raw deal.
This is a subsidiary of Anaconda Copper, but the
company claimed that brass mills are not a part
of the copper industry and that therefore millwork-
ers are not entitled to parity wages with primary
copper workers.

The company also said it strongly supported
government wage controls and would not agree
to any wage increase beyond 5.5 percent.

Millworkers in Waterbury, Conn., disagreed
and 2,900 of them walked out of five brass mills
there Nov. 27. The average wage in these mills is
about $3 per hour. The strikers were asking for
a 30 percent raise over three years, which would
bring their wages to $4 an hour in 1974 —barely
a living wage today.

Officials of the Auto union, the Steelworkers and
the Machinists agreed to Anaconda's offer, which
gives the 4,500 workers in brass mills only ‘a
75-cent increase over three years. Announcement
of the settlement was made by J. Curtis Counts,
director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation
Service.

These examples illustrate the inability and un-
willingness of the union officialdom to organize or
support any serious movement by the organized
workers against the wage controls.

Such a movement must comeé from the union
ranks, where demands to free the unions of all
government controls and for the independent po-
litical struggle of the working class against un-
employment and inflation are sure to get a sym-
pathetic hearing from the new generation of young
worker militants.

The National Picket Line

A DOUBLE VICTORY has been won by the Gulf-
coast Pulpwood Association for 2,500 Black and
white woodcutters who were on strike in Missis-
sippi for more than three months. They were strik-
ing against a 20 to 25 percent cut in their income
imposed by the Masonite Corporation on Sept. 1.

What makes this strike so significant is the fact
that this union is approximately half white and
half Black. Vicious antistrike, racist news media
and capitalist politicians did their best to divide
the workers along racial lines, but their efforts
were in vain.

The strike began Sept. 1 when 200 woodcutters
in Laurel, Miss., struck Masonite after it instituted
new weighing measures that had the effect of cutting
their incomes by nearly a quarter. The original
200 strikers in Laurel soon grew to over 2,500
throughout the pine belt of Mississippi, all of whom
are covered by the new agrement.

There are still 1,200 woodcutters boycotting 15
wood dealers who have refused to pass on the
raises (about $2 a load) given by the big mills
and Masonite.

In the settlement, Masonite and the other paper
mills have agreed to measure wood by the cord
weight of 5,400 pounds, or, if the men choose,
by a unit weighing 7,100 pounds.

The strike begun by the Masonite workers has
done more than just raise their own wages back
to what they were before the company arbitrarily
changed its load payment fee. It has also raised
other woodcutters’ earnings up to the same level
as those who work for the Masonite hardboard
plant in Laurel.

James Simmons, president of the Gulfcoast Pulp-
wood Association, stressed, however, that although
the strike is over for most of the workers, hard
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times still face the victorious strikers, as well as
the 1,200 woodcutters who are still out.

A three-month strike among these low-paid work-
ers is a hardship not easily overcome. The South-
ern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF), which
has backed the strike with physical as well as fi-
nancial aid, and helped these workers organize
in the first place, says financial contributions are
still needed.

Many unions, as well as some ambitious cap-
italist politicians (like Senators Muskie, Kennedy
and McGovern) have given token support to the
strike. Mayor Charles Evers of Fayette, Miss.,
the Delta Ministry, the Selma Project, the NAACP
and SCEF have all sent money, food and clothing.
The Appalachian Relief Committee sent loads of
clothing and shoes.

Our readers can help too by getting resolutions
passed in their own local unions for financial
support. Contributions can be sent to the Gulf-
coast Pulpwood Association, P. 0. Box 754, Laurel,
Miss. 39440.

THE NEW YORK UNIFORMED FIREFIGHT-
ERS ASSOCIATION, after almost a full year since
the expiration of their last contract, have at last
arrived at an agreement with the city. The firemen
have been carrying out a very effective job action
for the past several weeks —reporting sick after
each fire where they suffered any smoke inhalation.

The new agreement, not yet ratified, gives the
firefighters an annual increase of $2,150 in three
stages over the next 30 months. In addition, it
includes a pay differential of 10 percent for night
work, retroactive to last Jan. 1.

The agreement, however, does not even go into

the question of pensions or retirement ages. That

question is still before a state-appointed commis-
sion Governor Rockefeller has just named, al-
though it was authorized in early 1971 after the
state legislature vetoed a pension clause negotiated
by District 37 of the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees.

THERE IS MORE THAN A BIT OF IRONY
in a news announcement that the Price Commis-
sion is granting hospitals the right to increase
their prices by 5 percent— double the 2.5 percent
“rigid’’ limits the commission originally set on
requests by business to increase prices.

Over the last 10 years hospital rates have been
the fastest rising component in the cost of living,
nearly trebling in the 1960s and going up an-
other 15 percent last year. The American Hos-
pital Association and the American Medical As-
sociation say higher wages are the reason for
increased hospital costs. Seventy percent of hos-
pital income, they say, goes for wages. In fact,
however, this industry has been hard hit by the
imposition of the government’s minimum wage
of $1.60 per hour! And some of the maids, or-
derlies, attendants and nurse’s aides actually earn
as much as $2 an hour.

The hospital spokesmen are probably right, how-
‘ever, about that 70 percent figure they base their
claims on. But if their books were opened, you
would see where most of that goes —to adminis-
trators, department heads, public relations direc-
tors and fund raisers. .

Meanwhile, as expected, the Blue Shield and
Blue Cross insurance companies, which number
about 50 across the country, are asking for rate
increases.

— MARVEL SCHOLL
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Photo by Dave Wulp
Carol Henderson -Evans at Boston Nov. 6
antiwar demonstration.

By CAROLINE LUND

BOSTON— Carol Henderson Evans was one of
the original members of the Mayday Collective
and a national coordinator of the People's Co-
alition for Peace and Justice. During the Nowv.
6 antiwar action in Boston she headed the or-
ganization of the United Women's Contingent and
is now a member of the Young Socialist Alliance.

I was able to talk with Carol Evans here Dec.
11, only three days after she joined the YSA.
Her explanation of the evolution of her political
views—régarding strategy for the antiwar move-
ment as well as on the need for a revolutionary
socialist organization—is probably reflective of
the evolution of many serious antiwar activists
who have been thinking out the relationship be-
tween ending the war and changing society as
a whole.

Like many people, Carol Henderson Evans was
drawn into antiwar activity through the inspira-
tion of seeing the Nov. 15, 1969, Moratorium
demonstration in Washington, D. C.

She decided to get involved in the movement,
and after working for a year with the National
Student Association she helped form the Mayday
Collective in December 1970. The Mayday group
projected an antiwar campaign of mass civil dis-
obedience in Washington in May 1971 to "stop
the government” by tying up traffic.

What was so attractive to her about the May-
day perspective? "It was the strong commitment,"
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she answered. "I liked the idea of tens of thousands
of people converging on Washington to 'lay their
bodies on the line." I was convinced that somehow
this would have a tremendous impact on ending
the war.

"The feeling was that I—or a few thousand like
me— could end the war through doing something
dramatic enough to express our tremendous dedi-
cation. That if we were committed enough, the
government couldn't possibly ignore us."

She laughed and continued: "When I look back,
I'm amazed that I could have had this terribly
idealistic view. But the situation at that time was
that everybody had just come out of the May
1970 student strike with the feeling that we had
done something really powerful. We had made
them get out of Cambodia. And many people
thought, maybe we can do it again with a really
strong action in Washington. Maybe we can make
them get out of Vietnam this time.

"Now it's become clear to me that there is a
lot more to ending the war than just your per-
sonal commitment; you can't end the war by your-
self.”

PCPJ coordinator

In early 1971, Evans was asked to become a
national coordinator of the People's Coalition for
Peace and Justice. She accepted the offer, partly
because she was disturbed by the "yippie" influence
and image that began to characterize Mayday.
She remained, however, a member of the May-
day Collective. .

Evans worked as staff coordinator for PCPJ
during the period leading up to the April 24 ac-
tion and then for the week of the Mayday actions.
The PCPJ was organized around a series of de-
mands—end the war, end racism, free political
prisoners, and a $6,500 guaranteed annual in-
come for all Americans.

Her experiences in PCPJ led Evans to begin
to question this perspective of building a multi-
issue coalition and also the perspective of civil
disobedience as a strategy to end the war. "The
relationship between all these issues seemed ob-
vious to me, and at first I thought that it must
be obvious to everyone. I thought you couldn't
really be against the war without being for the
other demands also.

"But I realize now that I was beginning from
the wrong premise. To the majority of Americans
at this point in time, it's not clear, for instance,
why everybody should get a guaranteed annual
income. Most people are still inmersed in the whole
capitalist ideology that you have to go out and
get a job and get ahead and make your mark
in the world, otherwise you don't deserve to have
economic security.

"But the majority of people in this country are
against the war, even though many do not sup-
port the other issues. And the way to help people
see the connection between the war, racism, sex-
ism and repression is by mobilizing the tremen-
dously powerful sentiment against the war. This
is how the radicalization process starts.

"The problem with most of the people in May-
day and PCPJ," Evans continued, "is that they
forget how they themselves became radical. They
didn't wake up one day and suddenly realize that
all the issues are interrelated and that we need
a complete revolution. It's a process, and most
of us started out like I did, simply wanting to
stop the war.”

Carol Evans pointed out another problem with
trying to build a multi-issue coalition. "Unless
you have totally unlimited resources, you end
up spreading yourself too thin and not accom-
plishing anything on any of the issues.

"Rather than focusing on one demonstration,
PCPJ completely scattered its energies. First we
had to mobilize people for the April 5 march
on Wall Street; then we had the sit-in in the A& P
headquarters; then we mobilized for April 24; and
finally we mobilized for Mayday.

."Everything was so disjointed. And then some-
one started complaining that we hadn't done any-
thing on the issue of political prisoners!

"The multi-issue perspective,” she summarized,
"is basically just a liberal guilt perspective. It's
tokenism, because PCPJ did not really deal with
all the demands that it raised, and didn't deal
with any of them effectively."

Carol Evans finally came to the conclusion that
the perspective of the National Peace Action Co-
alition— organizing mass support for the single
demand of immediate withdrawal from Southeast
Asia— was the correct one. She also decided that
the type of multi-issue organization that was needed
was a revolutionary-socialist organization like the
Y SA.

"Through the YSA I feel that even if I'm working
mostly to build the antiwar movement at a par-
ticular time, I'm not just working to end the war.
I'm also helping the women's liberation struggle,
the Black liberation struggle, and all the other
movements, in addition to building a movement
against the capitalist system. And, unlike in PCPJ,

I feel that I'm accomplishing something.

"In the YSA you feel you are part of something
that is very important and that is right. It's
changed the entire course of my life."

Mass power

One of the things Carol Henderson Evans liked
most about the YSA was its perspective of achiev-
ing change through the power of the masses of
American people. "Mayday supporters for the most
part had no faith that the majority of Americans
will ever move against the war. We saw Mayday
not as a way to reach and involve the "average
American,” but as a way of disassociating our-
selves from the masses of people.

"I think that much of what motivated people
to get involved in Mayday is the whole concept
of individualism that is pounded into us in very
subtle ways from the time we are born. Capitalist
society tells you, 'You're not like all the rest; you
can be a little bit better than them; don't identify
with the masses of people.’

"Mayday was something that you could do as-
an individual; it was not something you could
do as part of a mass movement.”

I asked Carol Evans what she and other May-
day activists felt about the results of Mayday.
"The overwhelming majority of people that I talked
to," she began, "became totally demoralized after
the action. All we accomplished was to hold up
traffic a little.

"And then there was the repression that came
down—the 12,000 arrests, the arrests of Rennie
Davis and John Froines. Then the case of Leslie
Bacon. We knew she didn't have anything to do
with blowing up the capitol or with the New York
fire-bombing conspiracy, and yet they took her
off to Seattle and she faced something like 70
years in prison. Then I and two others were called
before the grand jury that was investigating the
Mayday activities." [Carol Evans refused to tes-
tify at a grand jury hearing in Washington, D. C.,
and will soon be challenging the grand jury pro-
ceedings before the U. S. Supreme Court.]

"The people who had actually worked on May-
day were completely demoralized, and almost
everybody disappeared.”

Evans said that Mayday's whole emphasis on
personal commitment and understanding rather
than on politics determined its approach to other
activities as well, such as legal defense of the people
victimized during Mayday, and the women's lib-
eration movement.

She said Mayday did hardly anything to help
build support for the legal rights of those who
were arrested in relation to Mayday. "Their whole
approach to Leslie Bacon's case, rfor example,
was: 'She was not guilty of bombing the capitol,
but that's not the main issue. We think the capitol
should have been bombed anyway, so we are all
guilty.' The idea was that in order to be in 'the
vanguard' you've got to be guilty in the eyes
of the government.

"They didn't care that this approach made it
next to impossible to win support from masses
of people for your legal rights. They didn't see
the importance of challenging the right of the gov-
ernment to attack the movement in this way."

This was another reason Carol Evans decided
to join the YSA. She liked the YSA's policy of
defending its members— of going on an offensive
to mobilize as much support as possible against
the government and in defense of democratic rights.

"This personal approach also affected the way
Mayday looked at women's liberation,” Evans con-
tinued. "The Mayday Collective women's meetings
were consciousness-raising sessions, but of a very
bad type. A lot of the women simply used them
to get out their personal grievances against other
women or men in the collective.

"It was all so much on a personal level, with
the underlying assumption being that if I can deal
with my own sexism, racism, aggression, etc., then
everything is solved. We didn't discuss how to
eliminate the oppression of women. This question
was always dealt with the same way PCPJ does
it—by tacking on a demand for women, or by
pushing women into the leadership.”

It was on the question of women's liberation
that Carol Henderson Evans earlier this fall de
cided to become an endorser of the Socialist Work-
ers Party presidential and vice-presidential can-
didates Linda Jenness and Andrew Pulley. "I saw
this was the only presidential ticket that really
aimed to do something about the oppression of
women in a fundamental sense, whose program
supported the women's movement, and not just
on a token basis.

"Then," she contined, "I saw the SWP campaign
poster with the statement by Eugene V. Debs. He
said it was better to vote for what you want and
not get it than to vote for what you don't want
and get it. This suddenly made it so clear to me
why I should support Linda Jenness. It put into
words what I had been thinking all along and
why I had never voted for anybody before this
election, although I'm 26." :
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Attica

officials
tortured
iInmates

By DERRICK MORRISON

NEW YORK — To the dismay of New
York State prison officials, a Dec. 1
appellate court ruling, charging pris-
on authorities with having subjected
the Attica inmates to "barbarous abuse
and mistreatment,” issued a prelim-
inary injunction against "further phys-
ical abuse, tortures, beatings, or sim-
ilar conduct” at Attica.

The suit requesting an injunction
was originally filed in Buffalo in early
October before federal Judge John T.
Curtin. Judge Curtin refused to grant
the injunction and the case was ap-

Aftica prison cou“riyard

pealed to a threejudge federal panel.
Walter R. Mansfield, one of the judges
who heard the appeal, made the fol-
lowing remarks concerning the initial
suit: '

". . . detailed evidence was furnished
by plaintiffs [Attica inmates] to the
effect that beginning immediately after
the State's recapture of Attica on the
morning of Sept. 13 and continuing
at least until Sept. 16, guards, State
Troopers and correctional personnel
had engaged in cruel and inhuman
abuse of numerous inmates. Injured
prisoners, some on stretchers, were
struck, prodded or beaten with sticks,
belts, bats or other weapons. Others
were forced to strip and run naked
through gauntlets of guards armed
with clubs, which they used to strike

the bodies of the inmates as they
passed. Some were dragged on the
ground, some marked with an 'X'
on their backs, some spat upon or
burned with matches, and others
poked in the genitals or arms with
sticks. According to the testimony of
the inmates, bloody or wounded in-
mates were apparently not spared in
this orgy of brutality.

"There was testimony that hand in

“hand with the physical violence upon

the inmates went threats of death or
further brutality. Correctional officers,
addressing inmates as 'niggers' or
'coons,' threatened to 'get rid of' them
or shoot or kill them. In at least one
instance, the testimony ran, a guard
pointed a gun at an inmate's head,
telling him that he was going to die,
and started clicking the trigger, fol-
lowing which the inmate was kicked
and beaten. On some nights a group
of guards visited the cell area and
threatened inmates with death, point-
ing guns or sticks into cells.”
Mansfield goes on to state that de-
spite acceptance of these allegations
as fact by Judge Curtin, no injunc-
tion was issued. He concluded by di-

recting the judge to issue an injunc-
tion against such abuses, which would
mean that guards or prison officials
found guilty of brutality against the
inmates would be held in contempt
of court. To ensure that misconduct
by the officials ceases, it is suggested
that Curtin appoint federal monitors
to serve at Attica.

This, however, is a weak point of
the ruling. Given the complicity of
the federal government in the Attica
massacre, it is doubtful that federal
monitors could offer any relief to the
inmates. The threejudge panel, in ef-
fect, admitted the inadequacy of the
three state-appointed monitors who
have occupied Attica during the day-
time since Oct. 5.

The only monitors capable of do-

ing justice to the job would be those
selected from the communities from
which the majority of inmates come—
the Black and Puerto Rican commu-
nities.

The ruling also failed to grant the
inmates' request for a halt to the in-
terrogations at the prison by New
York State Deputy Attorney General
Robert Fischer and the criminal in-
vestigation unit he heads. The inmates
demanded the presence of counsel
when confronted by this unit, which,
while claiming to be conducting an
impartial investigation, has as mem-
bers the very state police involved
in the Attica massacre.

The Attica inmates acting as plain-
tiffs in this suit were Mariano Gon-
zales, Peter Butler, Herbert X. Blyden,
Richard Clark, Roger Champen,
William Jackson, and Ernest Holley.
The accused were New York Gover-
nor Nelson Rockefeller, Commission-
er of Corrections Russell Oswald, At-
tica Superintendent Vincent Mancusi,
and Deputy Attorney General Fischer.
The lawyers heading up the legal team
for the inmates were William E. Heller-
stein and Phylis S. Bamberger of the

Legal Aid Society in New York.

In a telephone interview with The
Militant, Hellerstein reported mailing
200 copies of the 27-page appellate
court ruling to the Attica inmates.

Other developments on Attica in-
clude a three-day hearing by the U. S.
House of Representatives Select Com-
mittee on Crime that began Nov. 29.
The committee, chaired by Represen-
tative Claude Pepper (D-Fla.) and in-
cluding Representative Charles Ran-
gel (R-N.Y.) from Harlem, had
visited Attica for one day back in
September. The committee had
planned to hear from Attica inmates
as well as Attica prison officials dur-
ing the hearing.

However, on advice from Oswald
and Fischer, Pepper refused to allow

' Richard Clark, the Attica inmate se-

lected as a witness, to speak. This
decision was made on the very night
Clark was to be taken from his cell
to the Capitol.

Rangel called it "ridiculous to in-
vestigate a prison situation without
talking to prisoners." This was the
day after Mancusi, in response to
questioning by Rangel, had asserted
that the cause of the Attica rebellion
lay not in deplorable conditions but
in a purported "Communist conspir-
acy."

Representative Herman Badillo (D-
N.Y.), a member of the observer com-
mittee during the rebellion, testified
in Clark's place. He pointed to state
inaction on the 28 demands of the
inmates that had been agreed to by
Oswald in the course of the rebellion.

Pepper said the committee would go
to the New York area to hear from
Clark.

Suit
seeks
access to
reading

materials

By TYDIE MARTIN

LOS ANGELES— The Harriet Tub-
man Book Center and the National
Lawyers Guild announced at a press
conference Dec. 1 that they are filing
a suit in federal court against the
Los Angeles County Jail. The suit
will demand free access to all read-
ing materials, regardless of content

_or point of view, for the prisoners

held in the jail.

At present, this basic constitutional
right is denied to these pretrial pris-
oners, who are usually held for an
indefinite period before trial because
they are unable to raise money for
bail. The prohibition of all newspa-
pers, magazines, books and other lit-
erature except for those materials ap-
proved by the Sheriff's Department
is political censorship of a danger-
ous nature.

Rella Brown of the Harriet Tubman
Prisoners Movement, Darlene Dyer, an
ex-prisoner, and Earl Tockman of the
National Lawyers Guild all expressed
the hope that the suit would call at-
tention to the forgotten men and wom-
en in the nation's prisons and jails
and publicize the inhuman and un-
just conditions that exist there.

Woman welder: Two paychecks not enougi’

By CAROLINE LUND

"We don't live, we just exist,” says Kathy Garay,
a young working mother of five children who was
interviewed in the Nov. 1 UE News, newspaper
of the United Electrical Workers union.

Although Kathy Garay and her husband Luis
both work, they bring home only about $183
a week. In the interview, Kathy Garay explains
how difficult it is for a family to get along in
these days of inflation and wage controls—even
with two pay checks coming in.

The Garays live in Bridgeport, Conn. Kathy
works as a welder on the second shift in a West-
inghouse plant, and Luis works a night shift at
the Dictaphone plant.

"We can never take a trip or anything like that,”
Kathy explained. "We do something with the kids
once a week. . . . Any one of my friends are just
about the same. They visit my kids — cause where
can you go? .

"Because we never go anywhere, I don't have
to buy dresses. We buy pants and sports
clothes. . . ." Clothes for the children are a larger
expense, however. "I picked up four dresses the
other day," Kathy recalled. "They cost $40."

Then there are sales taxes. "There's supposed
to be no tax on clothes for children under 12,
but you have to fill out a form and sign it. If
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you buy baby shoes, you have to sign that the
baby is under 12. Sometimes you get so disgusted,
you just pay the other few cents."

Concerning their diet, Kathy Garay says: "I
can get 10 pounds of hot dogs at $6.90 and 10
pounds of hamburger for $7.80." Their menu
doesn't vary much. "It's between that and chuck
steak. They're about $1.20, but not very big."

Kathy was laid off for a time last November.
Then she had to take maternity leave in June
and July of this year, so their income was cut
in half. On top of that, the Garays still owe $105
on the delivery bill. Westinghouse refused to cover
the delivery costs through her insurance because
the company claims the baby must have been con-
ceived in November when Kathy Garay was laid
off. Under Westinghouse rules, this made her in-
eligible for maternity benefits.

The daily schedule Kathy and Luis Garay are
forced to maintain is hair-raising; but it is not
atypical of the types of hardships working peo-
ple face.

"My husband works nights, so he sleeps in the
morning while I'm getting the kids off to school.
I give the kids lunch and make a supper and
put it in the oven. When I'm about to leave I
wake him so he's up when the others come home

from school."

"I have to take a bus to work. I'm on the 3:30
shift and I leave about 2. He gives them supper
and puts them to bed. After he gets them all in
bed, he lays down and takes a nap again. I call
him at 9:45 to make sure he's up to go to work.

"He leaves at 10:30, drops the car off at my
shop and walks to Dictaphone a few blocks away,
and he takes a bus home at 7 a.m.

"A baby sitter comes in at 10:30 and stays to
12:15 a.m. when I get home. The baby sitter
costs us $20 a week."

The Garay's life is a concrete illustration of
how Nixon's so-called wage-price freeze has in
no way benefitted workers. It underlines how the
Vietnam war and the war-induced inflation have
accentuated the problems of working people. And
it demonstrates the need for low-cost, high-quality
child-care centers, paid maternity leave for wom-
en workers, and a resolute fight by the trade-
union movement to defend the standard of living
of working people against Nixon's attempts to
lower it.

Regarding the "wage-price freeze,” Kathy Garay
stated: "I think Nixon's nuts. It doesn't make sense.
He only helps big business and makes the rich
richer, and he suppresses the poor."



By JOHN HAWKINS :
When Carl Stokes, the first Black may-
or of a major U.S. city since Recon-
struction, announced last April he
would not seek a third term as may-
or of Cleveland, he projected a na-
tional role for himself as a political
lecturer, counselor and organizer.
Such a role would enable him, he
said, to show Blacks and m"other
locked-in minorities" how to gain po-
litical power within "the system."

In a Nov. 14 interview with the
Cleveland Plain Dealer, Stokes reaf-
firmed these plans. "I will be paying
my dues to my own people in help-
ing them on coalition politics," he
stated. He will sustain his political
activities, he said, through honorar-
iums from campus speaking engage-
ments.

How Stokes plans to relate his ac-
tivities to those of other Black Demo-
crats across the country was not
spelled out in detail in the interview.
But Stokes has attended most of the
recent strategy meetings of Black elect-
ed officials and has participated in
formulating what they are billing as
"the Black political strategy" for the
1972 elections.

Stokes, like Representative John
Conyers (D.-Mich.), was discussed at
these meetings as a possible favorite-
son presidential candidate in the Dem-
ocratic Party primaries, and, like Con-
yers, he immediately squelched such
discussion by declining to run.

While Stokes insists he has no "na-
tional Black ambitions" outside "serv-
ing his people,” recent events indicate
otherwise. A New York Times reporter
interviewing Arnold Pinkney, a Black
candidate for mayor of Cleveland in
1971, paraphrased Pinkney in the Oct.
31 Times as saying "that he expected
Mr. Stokes to seek enough support
to be the dominant influence in pre
paring the Democratic Party platform
next year,” and, one might assume,
to veto any nominee not to his liking.
Pinkney is Stokes' protege and was
his hand-picked candidate for mayor.

In the debate last October over
Patricia Harris' nomination for tem-
porary credentials chairwoman of the
Democratic Party convention, Stokes
sided with supporters of Harris, in-
cluding Senator Hubert Humphrey
(D.-Minn.), against an opposition that
included Representatives Shirley Chis-
holm (D.-N.Y.) and Ron Dellums (D.-
Calif.), and Georgia state legislator
Julian Bond. L

Stokes was especially critical of
Bond, who has been widely publicized
as an architect of the "Black political
strategy” for 1972, for trying to give
direction to others while not being
able to "take care of home." Bond's
home town is Atlantay a city more
than 50 percent African-American but
still governed by a white mayor and
a majority white City Council.

In Stokes' opinion, he, unlike Bond,
has "taken care of home" in Cleveland
and thereby established proper cre
dentials. But Stokes' activity in the
recent mayoral campaign calls into
question just how well he himself has
met this standard and the wisdom of
applying his methods to Cleveland
or anywhere else.

During the race, Stokes displayed
an understanding of two-party elec-
tion maneuvering that any Democratic
Party boss would envy. In the Sept.
28 Democratic primary Stokes placed
100,000 recorded telephone messages
to Black voters, urging them to de-
feat his arch-enemy, Anthony Garo-
foli, by voting for the wealthy white
real estate shark, James Carney.

He did this while supporting Pink-
ney, who ran as an independent, as
his first choice for mayor. This ma-
neuver was justified by the contention
that Carney would be easier than
Garofoli for Pinkney to defeat in the
November election.

With 95 percent of the Black vote
marshaled behind him, Carney easily
won the Democratic primary. And
Stokes won the praise of bourgeois
political commentators around the
country.

The New York Times and the syndi-
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‘Carl Stokes’
dead-end
strateqy for

Black voters
in 1972

cated columnists Rowland Evans and

Robert Novak lauded Stokes as a po-
litical genius. Even the Daily World,
a newspaper reflecting the views of
the Communist Party, joined in the
praise. In an issue before the primary,
the World told its readers that Garo-
foli must be defeated "at all costs."
And following the primary, the Oct.
7 World labeled Carney's victory "a
remarkable display of political acu-
men" on Stokes' part.

But the victory these commentators
sought to share with Stokes was cut
short by the Nov. 2 election. Despite
a whirlwind tour of the city during
the last few days of the campaign
by Rev. Jesse Jackson of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference's
Chicago-based Operation Breadbas-
ket, Representative Louis Stokes (D-
Ohio) and Carl Stokes himself, Pink-
ney lost the election by several thou-
sand votes, with® 20 percent of the
Black voters again voting for Carney.

What this indicates is that many
Black people, who have traditionally
been voting Democratic since the "New
Deal" of the 1930s, felt there was no
real difference between Carney and
Pinkney, and so proceeded to pull
the lever for the jackass.

Reinforces illusions

Black allegiance to the Democratic
Party is deeply rooted, a fact Stokes
helped bolster through his campaigns
on the Democratic ticket in 1967 and
1969. He gave the party a shot in the
arm at a time when ghetto rebellions
and other developments were placing
a strain on Black people's support
to the Democratic Party. And thus,
he has reinforced the illusions of Af-

rican-Americans that political power
and representation can be won within
the two-party system.

The same can be said of Pinkney.
Although he ran as an independent
with the backing of the 21st Congres-
sional District Caucus, he let it be
known on several occasions that his
loyalties still remained with the Dem-
ocratic Party.

At a panel discussion sponsored by
the women's group of the Jewish Com-
munity Federation a week before the
election, Pinkney described the 21st
Congressional District Caucus as be-
ing not an independent all-Black for-
mation, but a coalition of Blacks and
liberal whites designed to reform the
Democratic Party.

In general, Pinkney joined with the
other capitalist candidates in mildly
criticizing Stokes and the City Coun-
cil for their bitter debates, while of-
fering himself as a more personable
fellow with better administrative abil-
ities.

This goal of reforming the Demo-
cratic Party has made it impossible
for Stokes and Pinkney to relate to
the real needs of Black people and
to the growing sentiment for Black
control of the Black community. Nei-
ther Pinkney nor Stokes campaigned
for, let
bringing the troops home now from
Vietnam, freedom for Angela Davis,
supporting the demands raised by
Black brothers and sisters behind pris-
on walls, defense of the African rev-
olution, taxing the steel companies
and other big corporations in order
to deal with Cleveland's fiscal crisis,
and Black control of the police, school
system and every other institution in

alone organized around,

the Black community.

Their inability to discuss these issues
only goes to demonstrate the utter
bankruptcy of the - political vehicle
they are working in— the Democratic
Party. This party is one of the po-
litical instruments through which the
monopoly corporations and banks
run the country. It is therefore re-
sponsible for the system that breeds
war, racism, sexism and exploitation.

Within this party or its twin—the
Republican Party—a Pinkney or
a Stokes becomes little different from
a Carney or a Ralph Perk (the white
liberal Republican who won the may-
oral race). Their role is the same:
defending the property of the big cor-
porations and trusts. The way Stokes
"takes care of home" is captured in
the fact that 70 percent of the hous-
ing in Cleveland's Black community
has been judged substandard, only
20 of Cleveland's 180 schools passed
health and safety inspections in 1970,
and $57-million— over 60 percent of
the city's budget—is squandered on
the police.

Strategy for liberation

A strategy for breaking out of this
dead end would involve mobilizing
Black people in struggle to achieve
control of every institution in the com-
munity. Out of such .struggles Black
GIs, students, inmates, workers and
other sections of the Black commu-
nity are already creating their own
independent organizations. This ac-
tivity must be extended to include the
entire Black community in the form
of an independent Black political par-
ty. Such a political party would bring
Black performances in the electoral
arena into line with the demands and
actions going on in the schools, in
the streets, at the job site, the bar-
racks, and wherever else Black peo-
ple are.

As it is now, Black Democrats like
Stokes and Pinkney serve to perpet-
uate the notion that the electoral are-
na has to be isolated and sealed off
from these other areas of activity. In
their minds, one has to become "per-
sonable,” "responsible,” and "respect-
able,” when running for office— a pre-
scription that ensures the day-to-day
problems of Black people will not be-
come issues in their campaigns.

However, unlike the Black Demo-
crats and the capitalist party they rep-
resent, Linda Jenness and Andrew
Pulley, 1972 presidential and vice
presidential candidates of the Social-
ist Workers Party, have no such han-
dicap. Their campaign is not only
geared to supporting the demands of
the antiwar, women's liberation, Chi
cano liberation, and Black liberatic
movements, but to actually helpin;.
organize and build these movements
for social change.

The SWP candidates are talking
about a strategy of mass action in
regard to the issues posed by the sen-
timent for Black control of the Black
community, and about the need for
an independent Black political party.

SWP campaign supporters, includ-
ing many young African-Americans,
will be asking Stokes a number of
questions as he lectures from campus
to campus. Why doesn't he support
the formation of an independent Black
political party? Why doesn't he sup-
port the struggle for Black control
of the Black community? Why did
he support the war in Vietnam in
exchange for an endorsement of his
1967 mayoral campaign by then-
President Lyndon Johnson and Vice
President Hubert Humphrey? What-
ever happened to Ahmed Evans, a
nationalist militant Stokes is respon-
sible for putting on death row? Why
did he call out the National Guard
against striking Teamsters in the
spring of 1970? Why did he defend
New York Governor Nelson Rocke-
feller's actions against the rebelling
inmates at Attica state prison?

These questions and more will en-
able critical-thinking students and
youth to knife through a lot of rhet-
oric and get to the essence of the mat-
ter after a Stokes performance.
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InReview
Theater

El Hajj Malik: The Dramatic Life and Death of Mal-
colm X. Written by N.R. Davidson Jr. Directed by
Ernie McClintock. Performed by Afro-American Stu-
dio. At the Martinique Theater, New York.

El! Hajj Malik is not the first play to deal with the life of
Malcolm X. (The title "E1 Hajj Malik" was conferred on
Malcolm after the trip he made to Mecca. It means "The
Pilgrim Malcolm.") It is, however, the first to appear
on an off-Broadway stage. This may seem to be a sur-
prising tribute for a man who was—and still is — cursed
and misunderstood by most of the bourgeois community
and even by some would-be radicals. Yet it is really a
reflection of the growing pressure from Black America
that the life of Malcolm as well as other Black leaders,
be treated seriously.

This play is about the life of a man who became the
most dynamic fighter for Black liberation in the twen-
tieth century. Brother Davidson has taken the material
for the play largely from the Autobiography of Malcolm
X, and to a lesser degree from Maicolm X Speaks, edited
by George Breitman. The essence of certain sections of
the autobiography is captured in the play. It is a fairly
good portrayal of Malcolm's life, from his early child-
hood, through his imprisonment, to his entry into the
struggle for Black liberation.

The opening scenes are very good and depict those
events in young Malcolm Little's early life that had a
profound influence upon him and became important fac-
tors in the development of his revolutionary outlook:
the murder of his father by the Klan, the subsequent
incarceration of his mother in a mental hospital, and
his own confinement in a reform school. The fact that
all three of these events occurred at the hands of whites

El Ha

Malik

)

helped to sharpen Malcolm's hatred of white society.

The play examines Malcolm's attraction to drugs and
various forms of hustling and pimping while in Boston
and Harlem. And while it does not deal specifically with

~:

Malcoi'm X
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his avoidance of the draft during World War II, it does
present a humorous scene reflecting a common mood
among Blacks during the Korean war. A brother recounts
his unfortunate. experience at the draft board: "Tell the
man you got flat feet, he says, 'All right, you drive a
jeep.' Tell the man you get all scared and full of fright,
he says, 'All right, you fight at night.""

The play then moves into Malcolm's arrest and jail-
ing for burglary. The second act concentrates on Mal-
colm's conversion to the Nation of Islam while in jail;
his popularization of the need for Black liberation after
his release; his marriage to Betty Shabazz; and his break
with Elijjah Muhammad.

Unfortunately, only a short interlude is devoted to Mal-
colm's great gift as a political strategist and agitational
speaker. Brother Davidson has the players quote various
statements from his speeches before staged audiences. (At
one time or another, the part of Malcolm is played by
each member of the cast.)

Following a brief treatment of his assassination and
its immediate consequences, all the members of the cast
return to the stage to deliver tributes to Malcolm, which
serves to indicate that the struggle must be carried on
until the goals for which Malcolm fought are achieved.

Malcolm's autobiography, on which this play is largely
based, was— unlike most autobiographies— meant to be
a political statement. He did not want it to be a nostalgic
memory of his childhood or a revealing story about his
"sordid" past. He wanted it to be his statement on the
meaning of life for Black people in white America. El
Hajj Malik does not always manage to capture this in-
tent, and as a result is only moderately successful.

It would be difficult for any single work to capture
the full political significance.of Malcolm's life. And, while
El Hajj Malik. falls short of this mark, it is nevertheless
a serious attempt to examine the life of Malcolm X
through the medium of the theater and should be seen
for this reason.

-BAXTER SMITH

Pamphilet
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May 1970: Birth of the Antiwar University. Intro-
duction by Frank Boehm. Pathfinder Press. New
York, 1971. 62 pp. $1.05.

This pamphlet is a collection of articles on the May 1970
student upsurge from The Militant, and the Student Mo-
bilizer, organ of the Student Mobilization Committee. It
documents the unfolding of the largest student strike in
world history, “which erupted in protest of Nixon's inva-
sion of Cambodia on April 30, 1970, and which played
a major role in forcing him to withdraw shortly after-
ward.

The articles span the entire scope of those events, and
include an eyewitness account of the Kent State massacre,
speeches by strike leaders, reports from "strike centrals"
on campuses all over the country, as well as analytical
articles that discuss strike strategy and the political sig-
nificance of the May events for the current radicalization.

Fifteen hundred colleges— more than half the campuses
in the nation—and countless high schools were struck
during May. What was even more important, however,
was that the strike went beyond a simple refusal to go
to class. From shouts of "Shut it down!" students took
up the slogan "Open it up!" and fought to convert the
universities into centers for organizing broader social
forces into the antiwar protest. Establishing these "anti-
war universities”" represented a qualitative leap in students'
political consciousness.

One of the examples of how the antiwar university strat-
egy worked in practice is described in an article in the
May 10 Militant: "At the University of Illinois, negotia-
tions with the university officials have resulted in the
strikers gaining the use of telephone lines and printing
facilities. City-wide Strike Central is now operated out
of the student government headquarters.

"The audiovisual department has agreed to transmit
this evening's strike steering committee meeting on closed-
circuit TV throughout the campus.

"The art and architecture institute has voted unlimited
use of facilities and is open 24 hours a day to produce
the posters that are being put out all over Chicago—
aimed at the Saturday march."

In his introduction, YSA National Chairman Frank
Boehm points to the lessons absorbed by the student
movement during May. He explains how the masses of
students rejected both ultraleft "trashing” and a reformist
turn to liberal Democrats in Congress in favor of a mass,
independent action strategy, using the strike as a means
of reaching out to the population as a whole.

The use of mass democratic decision-making meetings
and representative, elected strike councils to conduct the
strike represented another gain for the student movement

May 1970 is much more than a historical compilation

of different experiences of the student strikers, however.
The collected articles and the introduction also seek to
analyze what the events in May revealed for the future
of the radicalization.

An editorial in the May 22 Militant entitled "The On-
Going Fight for Antiwar Universities” points out that
the upsurge was not merely a temporary cataclysm in
American history, but rather the expression of a deep-
going sentiment that can explode in an even bigger way
in the future. The U.S. ruling class did not fail to see
this point either, as shown by a New York Times article
by John Kifner quoted in the Militant editorial: "The peace
movement, hundreds have been writing, was dead, out-
maneuvered by such administrative programs as 'Viet-
namization' and 'withdrawal.' But the movement is not
a set of organizations that often engage in fierce doc-
trinal disputes or cannot pay their bills. By now it is
something close to a generation that, in varying degrees of
intensity, feels a revulsion toward the war and a bitter-
ness and disillusionment toward the government.”

Activists in the Student Mobilization Committee, the only
national student antiwar organization, initiated strike ac-
tions on many campuses. But women's liberation groups,
Black student organizations, and Chicano high school
students also played leadership roles in some areas. The
strike forced the first significant break of a layer of trade-
union leaders from Meany's pro-war stance, resulting
in the adoption of antiwar resolutions by some unions
and a trade-union-organized antiwar demonstration in
New York City of 25,000 on May 21.

While there was no single coordinated leadership of

- the strike on a national scale, the role of the Young So-

cialist Alliance comes through clearly in these articles.
It was the YSA's "red university" strategy, developed prior
to the May upsurge, that was concretely applied on the
campus. Local Socialist Workers Party election campaigns
in progress at that time also helped build the antiwar
university struggle, and in places like Seattle, Cleveland
and Los Angeles, SWP candidates were among the leaders
of the strike.

The pamphlet shows how The Militant functioned at
that time as a kind of national strike newspaper, giving
extensive on-the-spot coverage to strike activities and ex-
plaining how the struggle could be advanced at each
step.

May 1970 is must reading for everyone who wishes
to understand the powerful role the student movement
can play in this radicalization and how the lessons of
the upsurge in response to Cambodia, Kent, and Jack-
son State can be applied in the next major explosion
on the campuses and in the high schools.

- CINDY JAQUITH



By LOUISE GOODMAN

In the last two weeks before the young
socialist national convention, the final
push is on to make it the biggest
ever. Reports from around the coun-
try indicate that close to 2,000 young
socialists are expected to gather in
Houston Dec. 28-Jan. 1. In the past
month, several hundred inquiries from
people wanting to attend the conven-
tion have come into the Young So-
cialist Alliance national office. Packets
of convention information have been
sent to more than 1,000 endorsers
of the Socialist Workers Party presi-
dential campaign, and, in addition,
a special letter has been sent to stu-
dent governments on the major cam-
puses.

Nearly one-half million pieces of
convention-building material are be-
ing distributed and it is estimated that
a record number of people will have
heard about this year's convention.

A national news conference will be
held Dec. 21 in Washington, D.C.,
followed by local news conferences
around the country. The Houston con-
vention center will be holding special
news conferences focused around the
different types of people who will be
attending the convention, such as lead-

Last year's national YSA convention

ing women's liberation activists,
Young Socialists for Jenness and Pul-
ley, high school activists, student lead-
ers and GIs. The convention center
has also arranged weekly 20-minute
radio shows until the convention on
KPFT, a local listener-sponsored ra-
dio station, and two one-half hour
shows on one of the two FM rock
stations in Houston.

The convention is tightly scheduled
and includes the following major re-
ports: international, political, YSJP,
antiwar, Chicano, Black struggle,
women's liberation, high school move-
ment, organization, finances, and the
Young Socialist Organizer. In addi-
tion, there will be special events, such
as the campaign rally Thursd ay night,
Dec. 30, featuring the SWP presidential
and vice-presidential candidates, Lin-
da Jenness and Andrew Pulley.

There will be a special report on
the drive to expand the revolutionary-
socialist movement, which will be ac-
companied by color slides.

Also scheduled is a showing of a
15-minute film of Leon Trotsky speak-
ing, which was made by a French
producer doing a study of Trotsky's
skill as an orator.

As it stands now, representatives
from 16 countries are scheduled to at-
tend the convention. Among those
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scheduled to give greetings and take
part in the international panel are
representatives from England, Swe-
den, Canada, New Zealand, Australia,
India, Japan, and several Latin Amer-
ican countries. In light of the political
situation that exists in India and La-
tin America, the participation of guests
from these countries will be particu-
larly important.

Special tours are being organized
for many of the international guests
after the convention.

The international aspect of this
year's convention will also include
representatives from the various for-
eign student groups on U.S. cam-
puses.

Registration

The first convention session starts
Tuesday, Dec. 28, at 10 a.m. For
those arriving Monday night or Tues-
day morning, registration and hous-
ing arrangements can be made in the
Texas State Hotel, 720 Fannin (at
Rusk St.), in downtown Houston (be-
ginning at 8 a. m. Monday).

Transportation information
For those people driving to the con-
vention: from the north, take Route
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59 South to the Capital Ave. exit, turn
left on Fannin, take that to Rusk St.
to the Texas State Hotel; from the
west, take Route 10 East to Route 59
South to the Capital Ave. exit, turn
left on Fannin, take that to Rusk St.
to the Texas State Hotel; from the
northwest, take Interstate 45 (Texas

75) Southeast, to the Milam Ave. exit, .

turn left on Rusk St., take that to
Fannin to the Texas State Hotel.

Those arriving at the airport should
take the limousine,
stop in downtown Houston near the
Texas State Hotel.

Housing

Most housing will be at the Texas
State Hotel, and the Continental Ho-
tel (101 Main St.). Both are within
walking distance of the Jones Music
Hall, where the main sessions will be
held, and all the panels and work-
shops will be held in these hotels.

Some other hotel accomodations at
lower rates and a limited amount of
free housing will be available. Those
who need free housing should bring
sleeping bags.

Exact housing arrangements can be
made during registration. All hotel
rooms must be paid for (with cash
or traveler's checks only) when regis-
tering.

which makes a ]

New Left remnants
form a new group

By RANDY FURST

DAVENPORT, Iowa— More than 300
people gathered here at the Blackhawk
Hotel on Thanksgiving weekend to
try to piece together some of the rem-
nants of the New Left. They attempted
to hammer out a program for the
new group they've formed, the New
American Movement (NAM).

Although the Young Socialist Alli-
ance (YSA) was rarely mentioned in
open session, central figures in NAM
have admitted they hope their appara-
tus will be a competitor and alter-
native to the YSA.

The conference adopted several "pri-
orities." It voted for an "anti-imperial-
ist priority" and spoke of massive or-
ganizing activity against the war. No
specific. actions in the spring were
voted on. It approved an "economic
priority,” conceded by most to be the
central NAM objective.

Conference participants favored set-
ting up "People's Councils" to oppose
price increases and press for commu-
nity control of community services,
with the objective of "people's control
of the economy."

The conference voted to organize
struggles on the job against sex dis-
crimination and in support of com-
munity-controlled day-care centers
and workers control of industry. It
also approved organizing for safer
conditions on the job and "anti-cor-
porate work."

What was to be done around these
priorities, however, was left very
vague.

The average age of the participants
was at least 25. There was a large
group over 30 and a sprinkling of
radicals in their 40s.

Some five to 10 Blacks attended
the sessions, as well as several Chi-
canos.

The conference elected a 12-member

Which
way

National Interim Committee, consist-
ing of Paula Giese, Patty Lee Parma-
lee, Roberta Lynch, Anne Laska, Jan
Rubin, Jane Gallagher, Frank Speitz,
Harry Boyt, Staughton Lynd, Fred
Otileg, Pam Bearsley and James Wein-
stein.

A national convention to formally
launch the New American Movement
is scheduled for June.

The conference appeared to be split
between advocates of mild centraliza-
tion and those who opposed even that.
For example, a motion that NAM
chapters "must" spend some time on
the NAM "priorities,” was voted down
in favor of the wording that NAM
chapters "should" devote at least part
of their time to these "priorities."

Participating in the conference were
the Democratic mayor of Davenport
(who gave the keynote address) and
others who support capitalist politics.
Also participating was a small group
from the International Socialists.

The conference did not take any
position on women's liberation, the
rights of homosexuals, Black libera-
tion, the Chicano struggle, or Pales-
tinian self-determination.

It appears very unlikely that NAM
will become an alternative to the
YSA — the country's largest radical or-
ganization— at this juncture.

NAM consists of a hodgepodge of
many different tendencies with diverse
and conflicting views. While this may
make for a viable discussion group,
it will in general be too divided to
initiate any serious actions.

NAM participants also seemed to
be largely disinterested in campuses
or high schools despite the fact that
the current youth radicalization is cen-
tered there. Participants appeared
more interested in discussing "commu-
nity-organizing” ventures.
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election?

Discuss a real alternative
at the Young Socialist

National Convention

Come to Houston! Dec. 28-Jan. 1, Civic Center Music Hall.
YSA, P.O. Box 471 Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003/Convention Center,

6409 Lyons Ave., Houston, Texas 77020.

__ Send me more information on the Young Socialist convention
__I'm coming — send me material to help build the convention.

___ |l want to join the YSA.

__ Enclosed is $1.50 for the six convention resolutions.
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Calendar

BOSTON
VOICES OF DISSENT: "History of American Protest
Music, Parts | and Il." 8 p.m., Wed., Dec. 22 and 8
p.m., Wed., Dec. 29 on WTBS-FM, 88.1. Also on
WBUR-FM, 90.9 ot 8 p.m., Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
MARXIST RADIO COMMENTARY. Listen to Theodore
Edwards, spokesman for the Socialist Workers Party,
on his weekly 15-minute radio program, 11:30 a.m.
every Monday, KPFK-FM, 90.7.

... Irish

Continved from page 9

Q: There has been some talk of in-
troducing internment in the South. Do
you see this as a possibility? -

A: There has been some talk about
it over the past year. Even before in-
ternment was introduced in the North
there was grave danger of it being
there’s been such revulsion against it,
such total opposition to it by all po-
litical groups, that everyone in the
South is also against internment in
the North. Therefore, the climate is
very unsuitable for Mr. Lynch to in-
troduce internment in the South.

No doubt he still has it in the back
of his mind. He had two meetings
with Mr. Heath since the introduction
of internment in the North. He got
no satisfaction whatsoever. In fact,
it is obvious now—and the reports
which we have had (some of which
have been pretty high source) in re-
gard to these talks with Mr. Heath
indicate— that not alone did Mr.
Lynch not make any headway inlook-
ing for concessions from Mr. Heath,
but he got very definite instructions
that he should take a much stronger
line against republicans in the South.
The results of Mr. Lynch’s meeting
with Mr. Heath have been that there’s
been reinforcement of troops and po-
lice from the South in patrolling the
border to prevent republican activity —
in other words, to collaborate with
the British troops at the other side
of the border. '

A directive has also been sent to
the state television authority in the
South not to allow any program or
any individual or organization on

their network who in any way in-
cites, promotes or encourages violence
as a means for the achievement of
any end. It’s a very broad directive.
The first result of it was that a pro-
gram of our annual conference, at
which a current affairs team were pres-
ent for two days, was never shown.
We were informed by them that they
had edited their program on the Mon-
day for presentation on Tuesday, but
on Tuesday night it was never shown.
They were instructed not to show it
by the television authority following
the government’s directive.

Also, a list of rebel songs has been
sent to the television authority, which
they are not allowed to sing. These
are songs which I’ve heard on some
radio stations here, which I’ve heard
on the BBC, and which can be sung
in the North of Ireland, but they can-
not be sung in the South because the
government there says they’re calcu-
lated to promote violence.

ruling

Continued from page 24
the defense [Hanrahan] could result
in what would in effect be almost a
trial of Sears before Romiti with mem-
bers of the grand jury testifying." The
ruling of the state supreme court is
expected sometime this week.
Meanwhile, in a display of total and
utter contempt for Chicago's Black
community, the Cook County Dem-
ocratic Party central committee, head-
ed by Chicago Mayor Richard "Boss"

. Daley, endorsed Hanrahan's bid for

the office of state's attorney in 1972.

The party's slate-making committee
of 13 unanimously approved the bid
Dec. 7 despite a last-ditch effort by
Rev. Jesse Jackson to stave off the
nomination.

In an unusual move, Daley, at Jack-
son's request, met with him while the
committee was in session. Jackson
also met with Representative Ralph
Metcalfe (D-I1l.), a member of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus on Capitol
Hill, and Alderman Claude B. Hol-
man, a Black veteran of Daley's ma-
chine. But to no avail. They pretended
to listen intently to the "country
preacher” but voted otherwise. Jack-
son was so taken in by these ma-
neuvers that before the decision he
strutted in front of television cameras

Socialist Directory

predicting Hanrahan would not be on
the slate.

- Wal

Continued from page 4
mination for Bangla Desh.

Wariness of Indian control over
Bangla Desh seems to be growing
within the Bengali freedom forces. As
one Bengali freedom fighter told the
Monitor, "The ultimate objective is full
Bengali Independence, not an Indian-
controlled East Bengal. We don't want
to exchange Pakistani domination for
Indian.”

..threat

Continved from page 13

the city over to the radicals. But these
guys who come up with the sweet
talk about the police being too tough
are equally bad in my book."

Second voice: "You're right. With
the weird batch of candidates on the
city ballot this time, the only thing
we can do is go to bat for Mayor
Welch. . . ."

..youth

Continued from page 10
tivity for many years (the reasons
for which deserve a separate article),
tens of thousands of new students were
drawn into action on other campuses.
There are several initial conclusions
that can be drawn at this point about
the state of the radicalization and of
the student movement. First, as the
continued development of the various
social movements indicates (and as
the Carnegie Commission report sub-
stantiates) the radicalization of the
student population as a whole'is more
profound than ever—the campuses
are political tinderboxes. Second, the
radicalization process, as the ACE re-
port confirms, is finding expression
on the campuses through student ac-
tions and in fact is penetrating many
new schools and involving more stu-
dents in the struggles. In short, it
is becoming a universal phenomenon.
The combination of these two points
means that the next nationwide stu-
dent upsurge has the potential to be

far larger and even more powerful
than the upsurge of May 1970.

..Bengal

Continued from page 5

Finally, in its Dec. 15 statement, the
Guardian praises a statement, attribut-
ed to Peking, that the people of Paki-
stan "will certainly be able to solve
their own problems."

They commend this statement with-
out saying one word about Chinese
military assistance to Yahya's mui-
derous regime — assistance that has
been used against the Bengali people.
If this is what is meant by letting the
Pakistanis "solve their own problems,”
we don't want to have anything to do
with it. This kind of two-faced hypoc-
risy is what the Guardian editors get
themselves tangled up in when they
uncritically support China's Maoist re-
gime.

Soledad
trial
delayed

By NORTON SANDLER
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14 — The
opening day for the trial of the Sole-
dad Brothers —John Cluchette and
Fleeta Drumgo—was delayed today
until Dec. 21 by Judge Spiro Va-
vuris over the protests of Floyd Silli-
man, one of the defense counsels.

Silliman had asked for a longer
delay so that he and Richard Silver,
the other defense lawyer, could have
time to interview 20 witnesses —who
have already been questioned by the
prosecution — scattered throughout the
California prison system.

The depositions of the inmates serv-

ing as witnesses had been withheld

from the defense counsels until Dec.
9, and now the refusal to grant suf-
ficient time for conversations with the
witnesses is yet another major inter-
ference with the case of the defendants.

Cluchette and Drumgo are charged
with murdering a Soledad guard in
January of 1970.

ALABAMA: Tuscaloosa: YSA, c/o Richard Rathers, P.O. Box 5377, Uni-
ersity of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 35406.

ARIZONA: Phoenix: YSA, c/o John Beadle, P.O. Box 750, Tempe, Ari-
zona 85281. Tel: (602) 968-2913.

Tucson: YSA, 410 N. 4th Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 85705.

CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oakdand: SWP and YSA, 3536 Telegraph Ave.,
Oakland, Calif. 94609. Tel: (415) 654-9728.

Claremont: YSA, c/o Mark Neithercut, Story House, Claremont Men's
College, Claremont, Calif. 91711.

.Los Angeles: SWP and YSA, 1107 1/2 N. Western Ave., Los Angeles,
Calif. 90029. Tel: SWP— (213) 463-1917, YSA—(213) 463-1966.

Sacramento: YSA, c/o Bob Secor, 3702 T St., Sacramento, Calif. 95815.

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant Labor Forum, and Pioneer Books,
2338 Market St., San Francisco, Calif. 94114. Tel: (415) 626-9958.

San Diego: SWP, P.O. Box 15111, San Diego, Calif. 92115. YSA, P.O.
Box 15186, San Diego, Calif. 92115.

Santa Barbara: YSA, c/o Robert Mattson, Box 14126, UCSB, Santa
Barbara, Calif. 93107. Tel: (805) 968-1988.

COLORADO: Boulder: YSA, c/o Barbara Thornton, 1316 Arapahoe Ave.,
Boulder, Colo. 80302. Tel: (303) 444-1440.

Denver: SWP, YSA and Militant Bookstore, 1100 Champa St., Denver,
Colo. 80204. Tel: (303) 623-2825. Bookstore open Mon.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.—
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CONNECTICUT: Hartford: YSA, c/o Bob Quigley, 127 Washington St.,
Apt. 106, Hartford, Conn. 06106.

New Haven: YSA and Socialist Workers '72 Campaign, P.O. Box 185,
New Haven, Conn. 06501. .

FLORIDA: Gainesville: YSA c¢/o David Zimet, Box 13861 University
Station, Gainesville, Fla. 32601. Tel: (904) 373-2627.

Jacksonville: YSA, P.O. Box 8409, Arlington Branch, Jacksonville, Fla.
32211.

Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Brett Merkey, 814 California St., Tallahassee,
Fla. 32304. Tel: (904) 222-8776.

Tampa: YSA, P.O. Box 9133, Tampa, Fla. 33604. Tel: (813) 228-4655.

GEORGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree St. (3rd floor),
SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlanta, Ga. 30301. Tel: (404) 523-0610.

ILLINOIS: Carbondale: YSA, c/o John Center, 1407 Schnider Hall,
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NEW JERSEY: Wayne: YSA, c/o Clyde Magarelli, William-Paterson
College of N.J., 300 Pompton Rd., Wayne, N.J. 07470.
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FR9-0289.
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York, N.Y. 10025. Tel: (212) 663-3000.
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OHIO: Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., Cleveland,
Ohio 44103. Tel: (216) 391-5553.

Oxford: YSA, Box 321, Oxford, Ohio 45056. Tel: (513) 529-5872.
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Pa. 16508.
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Tel: (401) 863-3340.
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versity Sta., Knoxville, Tenn. 37916.
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TEXAS: Austin: SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 5586, West Austin Station,
Austin, Texas 78703.

Houston: SWP and YSA and Pathfinder Books, 6409 Lyons Ave., Hous-
ton, Texas 77020. Tel: (713) 674-0612.

San Antonio: YSA, c/o P.O. Box 774, San Antonio, Texas 78202.

UTAH: Llogan: YSA, c/o John Wangsgaard, 1671 E. 16th N., Logan,
Utah 84321, Tel: (801) 752-5118. :

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP and YSA, 746 9th St. N.W., 2nd fl., Wash.,
D.C. 20001. Tel: (202) 783-2363.

WASHINGTON: Pullman: YSA, c/o Roger Snelgrove, 209 High St.,
Pullman, Wash. 99163.

Seatle: Militant Bookstore, 5257 University Way N.E., Seattle, Wash.
98105. Hrs. 11 a. m.-8 p. m., Mon.-Sat. Tel: (206) 523-2555.

WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, c/o Mary Jo Vogel, 411 W. Gorham St.,
Madison, Wis. 53703. Tel: (608) 256-1693.
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(414) 271-3624.

Oshkosh: YSA, c/o Gaile Wixson, 802 Elmwood, Oshkosh, Wis. 54901.
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Classified

NEW YORK: STRATEGY FOR SOCIALISM iii. Open
Conference. National Caucus of Labor Committees.
Marc Ballroom, 27 Union Square West. Dec. 28, 7:30
p.m. Keynote address: Tasks of the Coming Six Months.
Panels: Dec. 29, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.: George "Judas"
Meany and the Labor Bureaucracy. 2-5 p.m.: The Sec-
ond Great Depression. 7:30-10 p.m.: Fascism. Dec.
30, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Elections '72. 2-5 p.m.: United
Front Organizing. For registration, call Rick Katz, (212)
280- 6059.

Twenty Years of the CIO
by Art Preis

the events. 538 pp., $7.50

LABOR’S
GIANT
STEP

"Preis’ history of the CIO gives a play-by-play account of the
continuing struggle between labor and capital in the United States
from 1929 through 1955."" — Science and Society

The history of the industrial union that broke with the AFL in the
1930s and launched a militant organizing drive. Preis recounts
the rise and decline of the CIO, and explains the reasons behind

PATHFINDER PRESS, 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014

Calendar and classified ad rates: 75¢
per line of 56-character-wide typewrit-
ten copy. Display ad rates: $10.00 per
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad
is enclosed). Payment must be included
with ads. The Militant is published each
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy:
Friday, one week preceding publication,
for classified and display ads; Wednes-
day noon, two days preceding publica-
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212)
243-6392.

A handhook for revolutionaries...

Towards an
American
Socialist

Revolution

. . . their statements are lucid and forthright, refreshingly unlike the
rhetoric of the Old Left, with its tedious harangues and cliches. These
are revolutionaries who offer specific constructive suggestions for build-
ing a new political party that could turn the country around.’’ -- Publishers
Weekly '

207 pp., $5.95, paper $1.95

PATHFINDER PRESS, 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014 (212) 741-0690

"IN THE DECEMBER

international

 socialist |

review
Is Biology
. Woman's Destiny?
by Evelyn Reed

'Females in nature suffer no disabilities compared to
males. . . . It was with the rise of patriarchal class
society that the biological makeup of women became
the ideological pretext for . . . keeping them in a ser-
vile status."

Also: THE POLLUTION CRISIS by Ronald Reosti; INTER-
VIEW WITH IRA LEADER; TROTSKY SPEAKS: THE OCTO-
BER REVOLUTION; ISRAEL AND THE ARAB REVOLU-
TION

SUBSCRIBE TO ISR — A monthly magazine of Marxism that speaks to today's issues.
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( ) Enclosed is $1 for three months of the ISR.
() Send me a full year of the ISR for $5.

Name
Address
City. State Zip
14 Charles Lane, N.Y,, N.Y. 10014

Regularly Read in Peru...

The Quechuas, the descendants of
the Incas, would put it like this:

Panawayqgeykuna:

Unaypaqh rantiychis Intercon-
tinental Press. qelqata. Chaypin sapa
qanchis p'unchay rikunkichis imay-
natas pacha teqhsintinpi waj-
chamasinchiskuna, llank'agh runa-
kuna, maganakushankuauqanchis-
kunawan, hit'ighninchiskunawan.
Chayta rikuspanchismi aswan al-
lin hatariytaqa yachasunchis, no-
qanchispura yanapanakuspanchis.

We give it to you in English —
you pick it up from there:

"Sisters and brothers:

"Subscribe to the publication Inter-
continental Press. Every week you
will read about the struggles of our

fellow workers against oppression.
It can be a useful tool in learning

how to help each other in our strug-
gles."

Intercontinental Press
P.0O. Box 116

Village Station

New York, N.Y. 10014

('
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Attend the 'llth National

Buses leave Dec. 26

Write: YSJP

Young Socialis
(onvention —

$45 round trip

180 N. Wacker, rm.310 - -- - - == - - - - - - ——-_
Chicago, 1ll. 60606 'name
Or call: (312) 641-0147  |addr.
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$1/10 issues for new readers, $6/one yéar subscription,
$1.80/six months for GlIs.
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23



THE MILITANT

1972 tax changes
to help big business

By DICK ROBERTS

On Dec. 10, almost four months
after announcing the government
wage-freeze program, President Nixon
signed into law the tax-change mea-
sures resulting from the "New Eco-
nomic Policy." The tax bill had been
approved by Congress on Dec. 9.

There are two main features of the
bill: an increase in personal income-
tax exemptions and a restoration of
the 7 percent tax credit for corporate
investment. These tax measures have
considerably less economic signifi-
cance than Nixon's freeze of American
wages and his new aggressive policies
in world trade and finance. The tax
cuts are aimed at priming the U.S.
economy in order to spur recovery
from the last two years of recession.

Democratic Party politicians will at-
tempt to make much of the fact that
between Nixon's original proposal
and the final bill, tax cuts for busi-
ness were reduced and tax cuts for
individuals were increased. But the
increase of tax exemptions for indi-
viduals does not come to much.

This can be seen from figures pub-
lished by U.S. News & World Re-
port. In its Aug. 30 issue, U. S. News
computed the tax savings that would
have resulted from Nixon's original
proposal. On Dec. 13, it computed
the tax savings resulting from the
modified bill passed by Congress.

Accordingly, for a married couple
with two children and an annual fam-
ily income of $5,000, Nixon's origi-
nal proposal would save the family
$66. The modifications made this sav-
ings $108. At the level of $8,000 the
difference is even smaller: $102 in
Nixon's proposal and $118 in the
final bill. There are no differences for
family incomes above $8,000. This
miniscule saving in yearly tax pay-
ments is the government's carrot in
the bundle of sticks made up of its
massive assault on wages.

In fact, an increase in federal em-
ployment taxes scheduled to take
place in January could easily wipe
out in higher Social Security taxes
what some workers gain in these slight
increases in personal exemptions. The
new employment tax extends from
$7,800 to $9,000 the earnings sub-
ject to Social Security payments.

The tax credit for businesses allows
them to deduct from their taxes
amounts equivalent to- 7 percent of
the costs of new machinery. This cred-
it has been publicized as a way of
adding new jobs to the economy.
Nixon called it a "job credit" in his
Aug. 15 announcement of the wage
freeze.

But providing jobs is far from be-
ing the main concern of the capitalist
rulers of this country. Their concern
is to increase the competitiveness of
their monopolies in world trade. They
hope to rationalize U.S. industry, to
increase production and cut costs in
order to compete more effectively with
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the flood of cheaper foreign-made
goods in the U.S. market, and to
make U.S. goods more competitive
in foreign markets. This gearing up
of plants and equipment can result
in massive layoffs due to job attri-
tion and workers being thrown out
of obsolete plants.

Enormously high unemployment
levels in the big steel-producing towns
of Lackawanna, Pittsburgh, Youngs-
town, Buffalo and Gary partially re-
sult from the initiation of rationaliza-
tion in the depressed U.S. steel
industry. To the extent that the busi-
ness tax credit spurs rationalization,
it results in raising, not lowering, un-
employment levels.

For the most part, however, the in-
vestment plans of corporations depend
on long-term calculations. No tax in-
centive can make them invest when
they do not see profitable prospects.
Thus, even when the tax credit stood
at the higher level of 10 percent orig-
inally proposed by Nixon, a survey
conducted by the New York Times
Sept. 20 suggested that it would have
little effect on investment.

"President Nixon's proposed tax
credit . . . appears more likely to in-
crease corporate profits than to create
additional jobs for unemployed work-
ers next year," Times correspondent
Michael C. Jensen declared. The in-
creased profits come from the fact that
the tax credit is retroactive, covering
machinery that is already on order.
So far as future investment is con-
cerned, Jensen wrote, "Most companies
said they will replace machinery and
equipment at about the same rate they
had planned before last month's an-
nouncement of the proposed tax
credit.”

In fact the 7 percent credit has been
off and on the books throughout the
last decade (it was initiated by the
Kennedy administration in 1962 in
order to spur the U.S. economy out
of the 1960-61 recession). But between
1962 and 1964 unemployment re-
mained at about 5.5 percent. Unem-
ployment actually rose between 1962
and 1963. In was only the war spend-
ing for Johnson's escalated attack on
Southeast Asia that finally reduced
unemployment to below 4 percent in
the "boom" period of 1966-69.

Tax measures like the investment
credit have become the stock-in-trade
of Washington's economic policies in
the postwar period. Massive tax write-
offs enable corporations to make in-
vestments partially at the expense of
individual taxpayers. But the impor-
tant new ingredient of Nixon's policies
is the direct intervention of the gov-
ernment to police wages. Develop-
ments on this front will have major
implications in the American and
world economy. The same Democrats
who will claim credit for modifying
the tax bill voted on Dec. 14 to give
Nixon a one-year extension of his
power to control wages.

Congress approves |Judge puts off ruling

in Hanrahan case

By STEVE CLARK

CHICAGO, Dec. 14 — Criminal Court
Judge Philip Romiti put off a ruling
yesterday on a motion to quash the
indictments of State's Attorney Edward
V. Hanrahan and 13 police officials.
Hanrahan and the others are charged
with conspiracy to obstruct justice in
the investigation of the Dec. 4, 1969,
killings of Fred Hampton and Mark
Cark, two leaders of the Illinois Black
Panther Party.

During the two-minute hearing,
Judge Romiti continued the case to
Dec. 20, at which time he will once
again determine what progress law-
yers for the two sides have made in
preparing their briefs.

According to the Dec. 13 Chicago
Daily News, Jon R. Waltz, a North-
western University law professor, "has
predicted that Romiti, a Democrat, will
kill the indictment and that Sears [the

Fre Harhpfon

special prosecutor who indicted Han-
rahan and the 13] will be promptly
fired as special prosecutor to the case.”
Barnabas F. Sears' discharge would
most likely preclude any further at-
tempts to appeal to higher courts in
order to stop Romiti from quashing
the indictments.

While Judge Romiti staged his brief
appearance, the Illinois Supreme
Court was also meeting in Chicago
to consider petitions filed by Sears
urging the high court to dismiss de-
fense motions seeking to have the in-
dictments quashed. Sears also asked
the court to prevent Judge Romiti from
conducting a planned special court
hearing on charges that Sears en-
gaged in improper conduct in deal-
ing with the grand jury.

In the words of the Daily News,
"A supreme court ruling in favor of

Continued on page 22

LNS photo

Jury selection date set
in Angela Davis trial

By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

SAN FRANCISCO—Jury selection in
the trial of Angela Davis is scheduled
to begin Jan 31 in San Jose, Calif.
This date was set by Judge Richard
E. Arnason, who has been assigned
to preside over the trial.

Chief Davis defense attorney How-
ard Moore Jr. told the press that al-
though he is relatively satisfied with
the appointment of Judge Arnason to
the trial, Angela Davis will "fight un-
til there is no more room to fight"
to change Arnason's decision to move
the trial to the biased "Southern at-
mosphere” of San Jose and Santa
Clara County.

Defense lawyers are petitioning the
California court of appeals to grant
a rehearing of Davis' motion to hold
the trial in San Francisco, the coun-
ty least prejudiced about the case ac-
cording to a poll initiated by the Dav-
is defense committee.

While Judge Arnason determined the
trial date in consultation with the de-
fense and prosecution lawyers, more
than 250 persons gathered outside to
demand that Davis be freed immedi-
ately on bail. Among the demonstra-
tors were Bobby Seale and Ericka
Huggins of the Black Panther Party,
and Fania Jordan, Angela's sister,
who recently returned from a world-
wide fund-raising tour for the Davis
defense.

Members of the National United

Committee to Free Angela Davis who
visited her after the demonstration told
The Militant that Angela was elated by
the presence of so many supporters
outside the courtroom, and by the
planning of a second, more massive
demonstration for noon Dec. 18 at
the Palo Alto courthouse.

Davis is confined to three unheated
six-by-eight-foot cells, with no exer-
cise space. Photographs of the jail
in which she is held were distributed
by Santa Clara Sheriff James Geary.
The pictures revealed that each of the
Davis cells is surrounded by large
glass windows and is positioned in
direct view of the matrons' quarters
so that Davis can be kept under sur-
veillance. Telegrams of protest defense
supporters sent to Sheriff Geary tem-
porarily forced him to heat the cells
and improve the meals.

Dr. E. T. Marshall, an ophthalmolo-
gist, reports that the _tpental strain
14 months of such punitive conditions
have placed on Davis are largely re-
sponsible for her steadily deteriorat-
ing eyesight, and that her eyes will
get worse until she is released. His
earlier report that Davis had glauco-
ma proved to be untrue upon further
examination.

Davis' ill health underlines the crim-
inality of Judge Arnason's decision
denying her right to bail and empha-
sizes the need for powerful mass ac-
tions to obtain that right.





