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The following statement by 
Linda Jenness, Socialist Work­
ers Party candidate for president, 
was released March 29. 

President Nixon's decision to re­
constitute the Pay Board and 
continue the government wage 
controls following the walkout by 
four of the board's five labor 
members last week showed his 
determination to pursue his ad­
ministration's assault on the 
American working people. 

This represents a direct chal­
lenge to the labor movement It 
calls for an all-out, united strug­
gle by the labor movement to 
defend itself against the govern­
ment's assault on wages, the 
abrogation of wage increases 
contained in negotiated contracts, 
infringements upon the right to 
strike, and the continuing threat 
of inflation, speedup, layoffs, and 
unemployment 

More and more Americans are 
beginning to see through the bi­
partisan lies that the wage-price 
control policy instituted last Au­
gust would curb prices and cre­
ate jobs. Here is what we've seen 
instead: 

February grocery prices sky­
rocketed at an annual rate of 
increase of 24 percent, the high­
est rate in 14 years. 

The February Consumer Price 
Index as a whole jumped by a 
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six percent annual rate, the larg­
est since last June. 

Unemployment continues to 
hover near six percent 

Three-fourths of all retail stores 
and 40 percent of all rental units 
are exempt from any price con­
trols whatsoever. 

Wage increases were ground 
down from an average of 8.2 
percent in the rrrst half of 1971 
to 6.2 percent in the second half 
of 1971. 

Linda Jenness 

Businesses were given tax cred­
its-called .. job incentives"­
while according to government 
reports, 1971 profits climbed to 
$47.4-billion, compared to 

$41.2-billion in 1970. This was 
the sharpest rise since 1965. 

Nixon proposed compulsory­
arbitration legislation against 
striking West Coast longshore­
men, which was adopted with bi­
partisan support in the Demo­
cratic-controlled Congress. And 
then the Pay Board denied the 
longshoremen's contract, which 
was won only after a 134-day 
strike. 

The past seven months have 
shown Americans more clearly 
what the .. wage-price controls" 
were really designed to do: to 
drive down the real wages and 
living standards of wage earn­
ers. 

George Meany, Leonard 
Woodcock, Floyd Smith, and L 
W. Abel decided to end their open 
collaboration with the Nixon ad­
ministration and walked off the 
Pay Board because they want to 
see a Democrat elected in No­
vember. Frank Fitzsimmons, 
president of the Teamsters union, 
stayed on the board. Following 
the lead of ex-Teamsters presi­
dent James Hoffa, who has en­
dorsed Nixon, Fitzsimmons is 
trying not to embarrass Nixon 
before the 1972 elections. 

Does the Pay Board walkout 
mean that those who left intend 
to launch a struggle against the 
wage controls? Far from it 

The AFL-CIO statement ex-

I -
s! 

plaining their reasons for the 
walkout admits that the board 
was not independent of the gov­
ernment and that wages were 
held down while prices were al­
lowed to rise. However, the state­
ment does not condemn the pol­
icy of wage controls itself or the 
concept of a .. tripartite" board 
that includes labor, business, and 
.. public" representatives. It does 
not point out that any pay 
board, regardless of how it is 
constituted, will be a form of 
government control over wages 
and the right to strike. 

Why wages don't cause inflation. 
See article on page 21. 

The labor officials who walked 
off didn't condemn the policy of 
wage controls because they all 
support such controls. In fact 
Meany publicly called for wage 
controls- as well as for a .. tri­
partite" board to enforce the con­
trols- even before Nixon an­
nounced his New Economic 
Policy. 

The labor bureaucrats have 
simply criticized the way the Nix­
on administration ran the Pay 
Board. They believe that Nixon's 
Pay Board was too crude in- its 
antilabor actions. They imply 
that a Pay Board run by a Dem­
ocratic administration would be 
more satisfactory. 

Continued on page 5 

. . 
Fleeta Drumgo 
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POLITICS AND ST. PATRICK'S DAY: More than 100,-
000 people participated in the St. Patrick's Day Parade 
in New York this year. The parade included contingents 
of the Irish Republican Clubs of the U. S. and Canada, 
the National Association for Irish Freedom, and Nor aid 
(Northern Aid Committee) marching under their own 
banners. This broke a long-standing policy of exclud­
ing political contingents from the parade. 

Marchers wore black armbands in memory of those 
who have died in the struggle for national liberation 
in Ireland, particularly those murdered by British troops 
in Derry last January. The slogans raised were for im­
mediate withdrawal of British troops from Ireland, an 
end to internment, and a free and unified Ireland. 

Organizers of the parade, in a bureaucratic attempt 
to avert "politicizing" it, set an arbitrary deadline for 
applications by political groups to march. as contingents 
with their own banners. Consequently, the Anti-Intern­
ment Coalition and other organizations were prevented 
from appearing with their banners. 

LONGSHOREMEN IN SOLIDARITY ACTION: TheAnti­
Internment Coalition sponsored a picket line at the dock­
ing of Queen Elizabeth II in New York on March 24 
in support of its demands for the immediate withdrawal 
of all British troops from occupied Ireland and an im­
mediate end to internment. 

Militant reporter Claire Moriarty told us: "The 1,800 
members of Local 344 of the International Longshore­
men's Association assigned to unload the British cargo 
walked off the ship at 8 a.m. in solidarity with the co­
alition's picket. The longshoremen refused to cross the 
picket line and boarded the ship only after the demon­
strators had dispersed." 

The picket line- and the act of solidarity by the long­
shoremen-drew wide publicity. ILA leaders, including 
President Teddy Gleason, have called for a boycott of 
British goods until British troops have withdrawn from 
Ireland and internment has ended. 

Photo by Mark Reynolds 

Longshoremen honor Anti-Internment Coalition pick­
et line in New York. 

HEAD OF SCOTLAND YARD PICKETED IN PHILLY: 
More than 150 demonstrators demanding immediate with­
drawal of British troops from Ireland greeted head of 
Scotland Yard Sir John Waldron in Philadelphia March 
23. He ·was the featured speaker at the Crime Commis­
sion dinner held at the Belview-Stratford HoteL Spirited 
picketers chanted, "No More Bloody Sundays/' "Brit­
ish Troops Out Now," and "Ireland for the Irish," and 
passed out· literature to rush-hour crowds. The leaflets 
protested the internment of the more than 800 men 
in internment camps who are presently being interrogated 
and tortured as a result of British repression in North­
ern Ireland. The leaflet explained that " Scotland Yard 
detectives, in conspiracy with the British occupation army 
and the illegal Stormont government, helped arrest these 
men." It demanded that they be immediately set free. 
The demonstration was organized by the Irish Northern 
Aid Committee (69th St. branch) and was attended by 
a number of groups supporting self-determination for 
Ireland, including members of the Young Socialists for 
Jenness and Pulley. 

D. C. ACTION HITS HUSSEIN 'PEACE' PLAN: On 
March 15 Jordan's King Hussein announced his "peace" 
plan, the formation of a new United Arab Kingdom to 
be composed of what is presently the kingdom of Jor­
dan plus the Israeli-occupied West Bank of the Jordan 
River. The New York Times called it "Hussein's dream," 
a plan "surely worth considering as a possible opening 
toward peace in the Middle East" U. S. Secretary of State 
William Rogers was afraid to comment, lest "we (the 
Nixon administration) kill it with our embrace." Arab 
governments with the exception of Saudi Arabia denounced 
the plan, as did the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Joining the outcry against Hussein's scheme to deny 

the Palestinian people their right to self-determination and 
protesting Hussein's visit to the U.S., Palestinian students 
in Washington, D. C., initiated a picket line at the White 
House on March 28. The action was called by the Or­
ganization of Arab Students and was supported by the 
Iranian Students Association, Eritrians for Liberation, 
Socialist Workers Party, Young Socialist Alliance, and 
members of D. C.'s Palestinian community. A rally heard 
statements by the participating organizations. P()pular 
slogans on the spirited action were "Long Live the Pal­
estinian Revolution" and "U. S. Out of Vietnam- U. S. Out 
of Middle East." 

GAY RIGHTS ACTION: A march and rally has been 
called for April 15 at the state capitol in Albany, N.Y., 
to push for passage of a number of laws that would end 
legal discrimination against homosexuals, and to demand 
repeal of sodomy and solicitation laws. March organizer 
Jim Owles told The Militant that the action is supported 
by many groups, including the Gay Activists Alliance, 
the Gay Alliance of Brooklyn, the Mattachine ·Society of 
New York and Buffalo, Daughters of Bilitis, Gay Wom­
en's Liberation Front, Tri-Cities and Rochester GLFs 
and other upstate groups, as well as many campus orga­
nizations. 

Buses will leave New York City at 8:30 a.m. on April 
15 from Union Square North. Tickets are $5. For further 
information, call the GAA Firehouse at (212) 226-8572. 

ANOTHER FBI AGENT PROVOCATEUR: Last Aug. 
22 a raid on draft board files took place in Camden, 
N.J. Twenty-eight antiwar activists, m()stly of the Catholic 
left, were arrested on charges of conspiracy, breaking and 
entering, theft and destruction of government property, 
and interfering with the Selective Service Act 

Now it turns out that the "leadership" of the raid was 
provided by FBI provocateur Robert W. Hardy, who 
was paid $60 a day plus expenses. to organize the raid 
and entrap the unsuspecting activists. The FBI provided 
trucks, gas, tools, and food, and the necessary technical 
information, such as floor plans and how to deal with 
burglar alarms. 

All of this information, and more has come to light 
in an affidavit by Hardy attached to a defense pretrial 
motion to dismiss the charges on the grounds that en­
trapment violates the Constitution and federal law. The 
defense motion states, "Without the actions, expertise and 
material and moral support of the FBI informer, the con­
spiracy would have remained abandoned and the entry 
into the post office building and the destruction of draft 
board files, which the FBI sat and watched for over two 
hours, would never have happened." 

ATTICA LEADER SPEAKS IN MICHIGAN: On a two­
day speaking tour of the Detroit area, Richard X Clark, 
a leader of the Attica prison rebellion, raised $500 for the 
Attica Defense Fund. 

Clark spoke to students at Wayne State University and 
Eastern Michigan University; taped a program for CKLW 
radio; appeared on the Mother Waddles radio show, which 
has one of the largest Black listening audiences in Detroit; 
and attended a cocktail benefit sponsored by the National 
Lawyers Guild. 

Due to conditions of parole, Clark was forced to return 
to New York before his scheduled appearance at the Mili­
tant. Labor Forum. However, a taped presentation by 
Clark was heard by 85 people, including the mother of 
an Attica inmate critically wounded in the uprising. 

CHICANO ANTIWAR GROUP IN HOUSTON: Richard 
Garcia reports from Houston that the Raza Contra la 
Guerra (Raza Against the War) committee has reached out 
to every sector of the Chicano community there and to 
several other Texas cities with large Raza populations. 
It has received an extremely favorable response and broad 
endorsement for the Chicano contingents being built for 
the April 8 antiwar action in Houston and the April 22 
action in Los Angeles. To date the committee has distrib­
uted more than 14,000 leaflets and placed more than 
600 antiwar posters throughout Houston. 

ROBERTS AND DOMHOFF ON VIDEO TAPE: The 
Honeywell Project is a Minneapolis group pushing for 
the reconversion of U. S. industry from war production 
to a "peace oriented economy with production for human 
needs." In February the Project sponsored a Corporate 
War Crimes Investigation. Among the speakers were Dick 
Roberts of The Militant and William Domhoff, author of 
Who Rules America? The group's March 14 newsletter 
reports, "Hour-long video tapes of William. Domhoffspeak­
ing on the ruling class and Dick Roberts talking on the 
economics of war are now edited and ready to be used. 
... We are asking for a rental fee of $20 wherever we 
can get it." 

For further information write Honeywell Project, 529 
Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. 55404. 

-JOEL BRITTON 
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50 at wasn.,o.c., reo's march 
By JOANNA MISNIK 
WASHINGTON, D. C., March 25-
Despite an almost total press black­
out, nearly 50,000 people converged 
on Washington, D. C., today for the 
Children's March for Survival. The 
march was called to protest escalating 
government attacks on the nation's 
poor, particularly their effects on chil­
dren. 

The overwhelming majority of the 
demonstrators were Black, including 
many welfare mothers with their fam­
ilies, making this the largest outpour­
ing of Black people in the nation's 
capital since the Poor People's Cam­
paign in 1968. 

Spearheaded by the National Wel­
fare Rights Organization (NWRO), the 
demonstration received the support of 
more than 60 organizations and in­
dividuals, from welfare and day-care 
organizations, to the Black, antiwar, 
and women's liberation movements. 

Among the key demands of the dem­
onstration was the defeat of HR 1, 
Nixon's Family Assistance Plan, now 
pending in the Senate. Recently 
adopted by the House, HR 1 would 
lower the already less than subsis­
tence level of payments for nine out 
of 10 welfare recipients, providing 
only a minimum income of $2,400 
a year for a family of four. 

An even -more insidious aspect of 
HR 1 is the provision that welfare 
mothers with children over three years 
old would be forced to register for 
work, often at below minimum wages, 
or face termination of welfare pay­
ments. Children would be placed in 
custodial child-care- c-en~ers. Pointing -

N.Y. 
women 
fight 
abortion 
ban 
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to Nixon's hypocrisy in vetoing the 
Child Development Bill late last year, 
marchers demanded community-con­
trolled child care for all children; Oth­
er demands included ending the war in 
Indochina and a reallocation of war 
spending to meet the needs of the mil­
lions of American poor. 

Many of the day's a~tivities were 
designed to highlight the suffering of 
welfare children. Thousands of young­
sters were given free tests for sickle­
cell anemia, lead poisoning, and mal­
nutrition. 

Many signs indentified demonstra­
tors from a host of day-care centers 
across the country, many of which 
are threatened by funding cuts. Spon­
sors included the Day Care and Child 
Development Council of America; 
Georgia McMurray, commiSsioner, 
Agency for Child Development for 
New York City; Movement for Mean­
ingful Involvement in Day Care; and 
the National Parents Federation for 
Day Care. 

It is estimated that more than one­
half of the demonstrators came from 
Washington, D. C. This is due in large 
part to the building efforts of the 
Washington, D. C., School Board, 
which officially endorsed the march 
and used their resources to publicize 
the action. The entire fleet of D. C. 
school buses transported children 
from all over the city to the rally 
site at the Washington Monument. This 
action on the part of the D. C. board 
incurred the wrath of the White House 
and many congressmen, and evoked 
veiled threats of reprisals for this "ir­
responsible" involvement. 

By LaJUNE DAVIDSON 
LONG ISLAND, New York-On Feb. 
28 Nassau County Executive Ralph 
Caso announced that there were no 
funds to pay for abortions under Med­
icaid at the county Medical Center. 
Caso called for a ban on all but thera­
peutic abortions, saying it would be 
"unfair" for the hospital to provide 
abortions only to patients who could 
pay. The Medical Center quickly ap­
proved Caso's recommendation, and 
the ban went into effect the first week 
of March. 

Women from all over Long Island 
held a demonstration against the ban 
at a March 6 meeting of the County 
Board of Supervi~ors. The Ad Hoc 

Herman Fagg, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for D. C. nonvoting 
delegate, responded to this attack in 
a statement distributed to the march­
ers. It declared, "The accusation by 
the administration that the School 
Board is irresponsible for endorsing 
the march is outrageous! It is in truth 
the administration which is totally ir­
responsible in proposing legislation 
which can only worsen the day to day 
lives of women and the poor." He 
further added, "The attack on the liv­
ing standards and conditions of work­
ing people . . . has been and will con­
tinue to be bipartisan. n 

Speakers at the rally included 
Caretta Scott King and her daughter, 
Yolanda; the Reverend Ralph Aber-

nathy and his daughter Donzaleigh; 
Jesse Jackson-of PUSH; Congressman 
Ron Dellums; Marjory Tabankin, 
president of the National Student As­
sociation; Gloria Steinem; Dolores 
Huerta of the United Farm Workers; 
Dr. George Wiley and Beulah Sand­
ers of NWRO; Congresswoman Bella 
Abzug; Shirley MacLaine; and Rich~ 
ard Roundtree, star of the movie 
Shaft. Most of the speeches were in 
the form of greetings and were· quite 
short. 

In repeating the theme "Nixon 
Doesn't Care," most of the speakers 
failed to point out the bipartisan char~ 
acter of this attack on the poor, par­
ticularly the passage of HR 1 by a 
Democratic-controlled Congress. 

Photo by Mark SatinoH 

The maiority of demonstrators in March 25 Children's March for Sur­
vival were Black. 

Committee to Defend the Right to 
Abortion ~as formed out of this dem­
onstration, and another action was 
called for March 18 at Meadowbrook 
Hospital. 

The March 18 demonstration drew 
150 activists around the demand 
"Open the clinic NOW!" Susan Ruben­

-stein, interim chairwoman of the Ad 
Hoc Committee, told the rally, "What 
is at issue here is the violation of a 
New York State law that grants wom­
en some measure of control over their 
own bodies. . . . n 

Participants in the Meadowbrook 
demonstration came from the Hofstra 
University Women's Center, the 
Northpor_t Women's Center, Nassau 

_ Community College, State University 
at Stony Brook, eight Long· Island 
high schools, the Women's National 
Abortion Action . Coalition, Nassau 
County National Organization for 
Women, Parents Aid Society, the Long 
Island Young Socialist Alliance, and 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

Anti-abortion forces are trying to 
get the county to close other clinics 
and are pressuring officials to cut off 
the salaries of social workers in abor­
tion referral services. 

The Long Island Ad Hoc Commit­
tee to Defend the Right to AboJ,"tion is 
planning further actions to fight the 
ban. For more information, contact 
the committee at (516) 889-2919. 

gets around ... 
"THE MILITANT GETS AROUND" will now 
be a regular feature of The Militant. The new 
column will report efforts to increase The Mili­
tant's circulation, such as the subscription drive 
last fall, which brought in more than 32,000 new 
readers; the campaign this spring to talk to those 
new readers about renewing their subscriptions; 
and sales of single copies at political meetings, 
at demonstrations and conferences, on campuses, 
at plant gates, and in other areas where students 
and working people can be reached. 

year subscriptions. They also sold 181 Militants 
at the Children's March for Survival. 

ISR RENEWALS REACH 8.5 PERCENT: The 
total number of renewals to the International So­
cialist Review is now 288, or more than 8.5 per­
cent of the subscribers from last fall's drive. Within 
the last three weeks the ISR busin~ss office has 
received 79 renewal, 62 new introductory, 33 new 
six-month, and 35 new one-year subscriptions. 

in a three-hour visit to the dorms of Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama. 

THE MILITANT BUILDS YSJP: We received the 
following letter from a new YSA member in Flag­
staff, Ariz.: "Having just joined the Young So­
cialist Alliance as an at-large member and pres­
ently being involved in building the YSJP here 
in Flagstaff, I would like to begin distribution 
of The Militant in this- area of Arizona. Please 
begin shipment of weekly bundles of 20 Militants." 
Other YSJP groups and Miljtant readers can order 
weekly bundles to sell. The cost is 17 cents per 
copy, and you will be billed once a month. 

In addition, the column }'Vill pass on suggestions 
to Militant supporters and Young Socialists for 
Jenness and Pulley to aid them in organizing sales. 

The column will also report the response The 
Militant receives from new readers and subscribers. 
All Militant readers are invited to send in their 
suggestions, as well as their experiences concern­
ing sales and discussions of The Militant. 

LAST WEEK 99 RENEWALS came in from read­
ers who bought introductory subscriptions to The 
Militant during last fall's subscription· drive. This 
brings the total number of renewals to 1,109. The 
business office also received 76 new introductory, 
three new six-month, and 26 new one-year sub­
scriptions last week. 

TOP AREA: Washington, D. C., deserves special 
mention) this week- Militant supporters there sent 
In 10 renewal, 16 introductory, and two- new one-
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WITH LESS THAN A MONTH TO .GO ON THE 
RENEWAL DRIVE, members of the Young So­
cialist Alliance and the Socialist Workers Party 
are mapping plans to visit the fmal_ group of 
subscribers in their areas. 'fhe renewal drive 
di,rectors in Oakland and Berkeley report they 
are setting aside Sunday as regional renewal day 
because more people have time then to partici­
pate in all-day teams. Los Angeles is designating 
one night a week as renewal night for the dura­
tion of the drive. Lower Manhattan, N. Y., has 
scheduled a series of dorm blitzes to local col­
leges during the next two weeks. 

THE NATIONAL YOUNG SOCIALISTS FOR 
JENNESS AND PULLEY TEAMS sent in 22 
introductory subscriptions last week, along with 
two renewal, one new six-month, and two new 
one-year subscriptions. The Afro-American YSJP 
team signed up 70 Afro-American campaign en­
dorsers and sold 81 single issues of The MllHant . 

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION, 
a woman in Statesboro, Ga., writes, "Please en­
roll my name for a subscription to The Militant. 
I would enjoy receiving this newspaper. I hap­
pened to see one at a friend's house and got the 
address from him to order a subscription for this 
paper." 

AND WITH A RENEWAL, a reader in Michi­
gan writes, "I sent in a dollar recently for a trial 
subscription to The Militant- received my first 
copy already- your unusuAl promptness in start· 
ing "the subscription is appreciated. Enclosed is 
my subscription for an additional six months. . . • 
I note you report the number· of new and renewal 
subscriptions to The Militant. Am oroud mine 
was one of them." -NANCY COLE 
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By DERRICK MORRISON 
Despite a muted discussion and bureaucratic or­
ganization, the National Black Political Conven­
tion held March 10-12 in Gary, Ind., reflected 
a new stage in the developing nationalist con­
sciousness of Black people. 

Up to now, the most vigorous examples of the 
organization of Black people as an oppressed 
nationality had been provided by Black students, 
Black G Is, Black prisoners, in some cases Black 
workers, and in a few cases Black women. But 
now even the Black D-zmocratic politicians are 
reflecting the deepening discontent and national­
ist sentiments of the Black community. Only a 
few years ago they denounced as racism in re-­
verse all efforts at organizing Black people as 
a people; now they are legitimizing this concept 
on new levels. 

From a position of trying to influence the pol­
icies of the capitalist parties-,-- principally the Dem­
ocratic Party- as individuals, they are now or­
ganizing as a group. 

dQwn. Cutbacks are being made in every aspect 
of services provided by city and state gpvern­
ments. Even the Ford Foundation, which has 
funded a number: of projects in the Black com­
munity, is cutting back to the lowest level of grant­
making since 1961. 

Moreover, in accord with the maxim of being 
'1ast hired and first fired," many Black people 
hired in the late 1960s under the impact of the 
civil rights agitation and the ghetto rebellions are 
now being turned out on the streets. 

The wage controls Nixon inaugurated last Au­
gust come on top of the vast unemployment and 
government cutbacks. Combined with the ram­
pant spread of drugs and the multitude of other 
problems confronting the ghetto, these factors pro­
duce a marked deterioration in the quality of 
Black life-which wasn't too high in the first place. 

This deterioration is deepening the awareness 
of Black people that the racist capitalist govern­
ment cannot and will not solve the problems of 
the Black community. This in turn pushes the 
Black politicians to adopt militant and nation-

Impact 01 nationalism 
tell at Gary convention 

Delegates at National Black Political Convention in Gary, Indiana. 
Ph9to by B. R. Washington 

In 1969, for instance, Black state legislators 
_armed a national organization called the Black 
Legislators Association. A year ago the 13 Blacks 
in the House of Representatives formed the Con­
gressional Black Caucus. Since then Black elect­
ed and appointed officials have been organizing 
caucuses on the local, county, and statewide level. 

The ostensible purpose of these formations has 
been to bargain for concessions from the Demo­
cratic and Republican parties. The Congressional 
Black Caucus and other Black politicians saw 
the National Black Political Convention as a de­
vice to extract more meaningful concessions from 
the Democratic and Republican national conven­
tions than they had been able to obtain in the 
past. 

This bolder approach by the Black politicians 
draws its strength from two sources: the increas­
ing number of Black elected and appointed of­
fidals and the nationalist radicalization of Black 
people. The first is actually a product of the sec­
ond, but it deserves singling out. 

In 1967, prior to the election of Richard G. 
Hatcher as mayor of Gary and the election of 
Carl B. Stokes to the same position in Cleveland, 
Blacks held fewer tha~ 480 of the 522,000 pub­
lic offices in the U.S. As of the spring of 1971, 
Blacks held 1,860 positions, nearly a four-fold 
increase. 

The nationalist radicalization grows out of the 
racist oppression suffered by Black people at the 
hands of American capitalist society. It was 
sparked by the post-World War II outbreak of 
national liberation struggles in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America, and it issued directly from the 
civil rights movement of the 1960s. The urbaniza-

. tion of Black people, ~ombined with the inability 
of American capitalism to solve the mounting 
problems of the cities, fuels this nationalist con­
sciousness. According to the Feb. 11, 1971, New 
York Times, close to 9.1 million Black people 
occupied the central cities in 1960. The 1970 cen­
sus reported an increase to nearly 12.5 million. 

Black unemployment has become alarmingly 
high. With the official national rate for overall 
unemployment running around 6 percent, unem­
ployment for Black teen-agers in "urban poverty 
neighborhoods" has reached the staggering fig­
ure of 45 percent. 

Federal funding of antipoverty programs is 
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alist rhetoric in order to justify their position in, 
and maintain Black support to, the two capital­
ist parties- especially the Democrats. 

This new stance was expressed in the National 
Black Agenda, the platform adopted by the Gary 
convention. It was also presented in the addresses 
to the convention by Gary Mayor Richard Hatcher 
and the Reverend Jesse Jackson, head of Opera­
tion PUSH (People United to Save Humanity). 

Hatcher and Jackson gave the only speeches 
to the 8,000 delegates and observers. Both of 
them gestured toward the next stage of the Black 
struggle: the organization of a Black party in 
opposition to the Democrats and Republicans. 

Jackson peppered his remarks with the slogan 
"Nation time," and went on record in support of 
the Black party idea. But Hatcher laid out the 
most cogent arguments for such a party. 

Neither of them had any words of praise and 
support to the Democratic and Republican par­
ties. Nor did they speak of just what gains for 
the struggle they expected from the conventions 
of the two capitalist parties. Moreover, despit{ 
the fact that bbth are Democrats, they made nc 
reference to the central slogan of the party, "De 
f~at Nixon." 

Jackson, according to the March 25 Baltimore 
Afro-American, stated, "Black non-partisanship 
must be the foundation of the house of Black 
political power." Then he stated the central purpose 
of the convention, "We did not gather our tribes 
from all over this country to come to Gary and 
sell out to either political party. Just our presence 
here has the Republicans salivating and the Dem­
ocrats pumping adrenalin in greedy anticipation 
of our votes. If we come cheap, this political con­
vention will have been in vain." 

Hatcher recounted the history of Black political 
activity in the two-party system and how that 
system has responded to the needs of Blacks. (His 
remarks quoted below are from the speech as it 
was printed in the March 18 People's World, the 
West Coast newspaper reflecting the views of the 
Communist Party.) 

"From Reconstruction to the mid-30s, we nestled 
in the "White bosQm of the Republican party- a 
warm home for some, perhaps; but a rocky bed 
for the sons and daughters of Africa. In the mid-
30s, we took up residence in the hip pocket of the 

Democratic party, where we lodge uneasily to this 
day. 

"Our mythic heroes of Republican and Dem­
ocratic stripe- Lincoln, Franklin Delano Roose­
velt, John F. Kennedy-none of them moved fn 
our behalf without tremendous pressure. Neither 
major party can claim our undying loyalty be­
cause of any blessings they heaped upon us .... 

"Only the threat of a Black march on Washington 
[called by A. Philip Randolph in 1941] pressured 
F. D. R. into ending employment discrimination in 
defense factories. And even with war raging, he 
refused to desegregate the armed forces. . . . And 
even our liberal friend John Kennedy stalled two 
years before ending discrimination in federally · 
financed housing by a simple 'stroke of the pen.' 

"What of Johnson? He bragged about the Black 
thirteen and a half percent of his federal work 
force- but he didn't tell us they were in the lowest 
paying jobs. 

"Democrats or Republicans ... how _much dif­
ference has it really made to Black people?" 

Then he said, "We are through believing. We 
are through hoping. We are through trusting in 
the two major white American political parties. 
Hereafter, we shall rely on the power of our own 
Black unity .... 

"If we are to support any political party, the 
price will now run high- very high. 

"First. We emphatically reject the role of advisor 
to the party's governing circles. . 

"The two Richards, Nixon and Daley, as well 
as Mao Tse Tung, know that power is of the 
essence. We know that too. Anything short of our 
complete sharing of power is a sham and is un­
acceptable." 

After advancing some more criteria for Black 
support, a call for immediate withdrawal of U. S. 
troops from Indochina, and an end to U.S. aid 
to the oppressive regimes in southern Africa, 
Hatcher warns, "This convention signals the end 
of hip pocket politics. We ain't in nobody's hip 
pocket no more! 

''We are through with any political party, and 
many of us, with any political system which is 
not irrevocably committed to our first principles: 
The liberation of black people at home and the 
end of exploitation abroad. 

"We say to the two American political parties: 
This is their last clear chance: They have had 
too many already. 

"These are not idle threats. . Only senile fools 
would think them so .... 

"To ignore our demands is to will the conse­
quences. 

"Those of us already disenchanted with the po­
litical system could conceivably turn to fearsome 
tactics, shattering the quiet routine of daily life. 

"Those of us still committed to a political solu­
tion may then cross the Rubicon and form a 
third party political movement. 

"I, for one, am willing to give the two major 
parties one . more chance in the year 1972 to re­
deem themselves, but if they fail us- a not un­
likely prospect-we must then seriously probe the 
possibility of a third party movement in this coun­
try." 

These threats by Hatcher and the remarks by 
Jackson derive their importance not only from 
what they may or may not be thinking as in­
dividuals, but from the fact that they represent 
what growing numbers of Black people· are will­
ing to consider. Hatcher and Jackson reflect the 
pressures from below. Hundreds of thousands of 
Black people are not taking for granted their sup­
port to the two capitalist parties. 

The organization of all-Black caucuses and fac­
tions by the politicians and the holding of the 
Gary convention have made many Black people 
less hesitant about the idea of a Black party. 
For if all of this motion can go into just extract­
ing a few more crumbs from the Democratic Par­
ty, then why can't the Rubicon be crossed and 
a convention called to set up a party for, by, 
and of Black people? This is the task of the hour. 

"To ignore our demands is to. will the con­
sequences,"- Gary Mayor Richard G. Hatchttr 



Soledad Brothers acquitted; frame-up fails 
By NORTON SANDLER 
SAN FRANCISCO, March 27-"Not 
guilty!" As this verdict was read to­
day, John Cluchette, Fleeta Drumgo, 
and their attqrneys embraced. Spec­
tators shouted and wept with joy, 
while the prosecutors, Ed Barnes and 
William Curtiss, buried their faces in 
their hands. 

Cluchette and Drumgo, along with 
George Jackson, had been framed for 
the Jan. 16, 1970, murder of Soledad 
prison guard John Mills. The state 
viewed the case as a method of crush­
ing the growing radicalization in the 
California prisons. George Jackson, 
an establi~hed leader of the prison 
movement, was their primary target 

Drumgo and Cluchette were added 
as padding to the state's case against 
Jackson. Drumgo's selection was 
probably based on a dusty note in his 
prison me that he had written in re­
sponse to guard brutality. Cluchette 
may have been picked because his 
cell was near the location of Mills' 
death an the third tier of Soledad's 
"Y"wing. 

George Jackson's murder by San 
Quentin guards two days before the 
trial was scheduled to open provided 

the pretext to make the courthouse the decision "showed that our system prosecution to monopolize the mass 
an armed camp. The intimidating of jurisprudence is working." Moments media. A significant movement must 
searches administered outside the later Silliman challenged this state- now be built to free the San Quentin 
courtroom were designed to convince ment by pointing out that Cluchette Six and other political prisoners. 
the all-white jury that Cluchette and had been held in the San Quentin 
Drumgo were exceedingly violent men, Adjustment Center for two years "with-
and to discourage spectators from out an hour~s exercise time even 
viewing the state's paltry "evidence." though American jurisprudence is sup-
Cluchette and Drumgo were charac- posed to be founded on a presump-
terized as being so dangerous that tion of innocence." He added that 
Judge Spiro Vavuris ordered them to Cluchette should be released from pris-
be flown to the trial every day by on immediately because the California 
helicopter, with their hands and legs Adult Authority had set a date for his 
shackled. parole prior to his indictment for 

Defense attorneys Floyd Silliman Mills' murder. 
and Richard Silver meticulously re- Drumgo is now facing charges with 
butted the state's case through detailed five other San Quentin prisoners stem-
examination of the contradictions ming from the incident of Aug. 21, 
in the testimony. The defense revealed 1971, in which Jackson was killed. 
that three of the prosecution's wit- The victory of the Soledad Brothers 
nesses were directly threatened with must be carried forward to expose the 
reprisals if they did not testify, and frame-up of these other political pris-
that other evidence had been obtained oners. 
through bribery. Prosecution witness The Soledad verdict was a reflection 
Manuel Green described his role sue- of the public's growing anger at the 

· cinctly by saying, "You give them [the brutal conditions in California's pris-
prosecutors] a little something, they ons. The lack of a functioning defense 
give you a little something." committee, however, placed severe fi-

At the conclusion, Judge Vavuris, nancial limitations upon the defense 
who had functioned as a less-than- attorneys. It also resulted in low at-
impartial referee, said peevishly that tendance at the trial and enabled the 

Program to fight Nixon's attack on labor 
Continued from page J 

The labor bureaucrats' walkout is 
primarily an election-year maneuver 
designed to embarrass Nixon and 
build labor support for the Democrat­
ic candidate. 

Meany knows very well from his 
experience with the World War II pay 
board that the function of wage con­
trols is to drive down the real wages 
of working people. He submitted a 
report to Franklin D. Roosevelt in 
1944 regarding the War Labor Board 
and the Office of Price Administration. 
In it he noted that there was a "dis­
crepancy of 28.5 percent between the 
rise in living costs and the wage ad­
justments allowed. . . . " 

Despite this acknowledgment that 
wage and price controls didn't con­
trol inflation, Meany not only agreed 
to serve on Nixon's Pay Board but 
even proposed that the Nixon ad­
ministration adopt such controls! 

Meany and the other labor officials 
have learned nothing from the his­
tory of government attacks on the 
living standards of working people. 
They have learned nothing from the 
fact that no past government wage­
price controls have held down prices. 

Every wage-price control program 
has been instituted during or after a 
time of war- World War I, World 
War II, the Korean War, and now 
the Vietnam war- because govern­
ment war spending is the single most 
important cause of inflation. The only 
purpose of the government wage-price­
control programs has been to hold 
down wage increases so that working 
people are forced to bear the brunt 
of this inflation. 

Any government wage-control 
board- whether it is "tripartite," a pre­
dominantly "public" board like the one 
Nixon has now formed, or any other 
form- directly attacks the basic right 
of trade unions to free collective bar­
gaining and their right to strike. 
Therefore, any pay board, whether 
under a Democratic or Republican ad­
ministration, attempts to prevent 
working people-who are the great 
majority- from using their only real 
weapon to protect their standard of 
living: striking for wage increases. 

The lie that wage increases are the 
cause of inflation is flatly contradicted 
by the fact that real spendable earn­
ings declined by 1. 5 percent between 
1965 and 1970 during the escalation 
of the war in Southeast Asia. Even 
without a Pay Board, workers were 
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not able to win enough wage in­
creases to protect themselves against 
inflation. 

Meany and the other top labor bu­
reaucrats have gone along compietely 
with the bipartisan charge that wage 
increases cause inflation and therefore 
must be curbed. They have also gone 
along with the whole push for "pro­
ductivity" increases through speedup. 

Meany and the other union officials 
walked out of the Pay Board, but they 
didn't propose any way out for the 
millions of working people stili under 
the thumb of wage controls. The bu­
reaucrats' only message is: we have to 
get rid of Nixon and elect a Demo­
crat in November. 

Wage controls imposed by a Dem­
ocratic administration will be just as 
bad for workers' pay checks as denial 
of wage increases by the Nixon ad­
ministration. 

Democrats' record 
The Democrats in Congress were 

hollering for wage controls long be­
fore Nixon instituted them. None of 
the Democratic presidential hopefuls 
have raised any fundamental crit­
icisms of Nixon's economic program. 
At most, some have demagogically 
proposed that a few more concessions 
be granted to the unions and a few 
more restraints be put on prices. None 
of them, however, have challenged the 
right of the government to rip up con­
tracts won by the trade unions or its 
right to launch this assault upon 
workers. In fact, they are for it. 

What was the record of the Dem­
ocratic presidential hopefuls on the 
bill the Senate passed Feb. 8 to force 
the West Coast longshoremen to accept 
compulsory arbitration? George Mc­
Govern voted for it, and Senators Hu­
bert Humphrey and Edmund Muskie 
abstained from the vote, refusing to 
support the right of the dock workers 
to strike for a decent wage. 

The Democratic majority in Con­
gress voted for the Economic Stabi­
lization Act <>f 1970, which gave 
Nixon the machinery with which to 
conduct his wage-control policy. 

If a Democrat defeats Nixon in No­
vember, there will be no essential 
change in the policy of controlling 
wages. This is because the policies of 
the ruling class- which controls both 
parties- and the current forms of the 
contradictions of the capitalist system 
will Hoth remain the same. The de­
cline of the dollar internationally, the 

increased competition on the world 
market, and the costs of continuing 
the Southeast Asian war and the entire 
cold war against "communism" are 
forcing the capitalist class to crack 
down on wages in order to make 
workers bear the cost of these prob­
lems created by this system. 

The labor movement does have the 
power to defeat the wage controls. But 
Meany is not about to mobilize this 
tremendous power of the largest or­
ganized labor movement in the cap­
italist world to fight for their own 
interests. 

Meany hastened to assu:.;e the news 
media that the .walkout from the Pay 
Board does not mean that the AFL­
CIO is planning to organize strikes 
and protests against the wage con­
trols and the new Pay Board. He 
sees such a struggle as too embar­
rassing to the Democratic presidential 
candidates, who would be forced to 
take a stand-regarding it. 

Meany is doing nothing to prepare 
the union movement to unite in defense 
of its right to strike and bargain col­
lectively. 

The top union bureaucrats are not 
even organizing to defend the right 
of the West Coast longshoremen to 
the wage increases won in their con­
tract but abrogated by the Pay Board. 
Woodcock and the AFL-CIO officials 
have refused to do anything to dem­
onstrate to the longshoremen that their 
unions will stand behind them if they 
decide to strike to fight for those wage 
increases. 

. Need to fight back 
The S~ialist Workers Party calls 

for a united mobilization of the entire 
labor movement to answer Nixon's 
declaration of war against the right 
of workers to defend their standard 
of living. 

First of all, we propose the con­
vocation of a national conference of 
the labor movement, with delegates 
democratically elected by the rank­
and-file trade unionists. Such a united 
gathering would be crucial in the event 
that the longshore workers decide to 
strike against the Pay Board's denial 
of their full negotiated wage increase. 
Solidarity action by the whole trade­
union movement would be needed to 
counter the all-out antistrike measures 
Congress would be sure to take 
against such a strike. 

A conference of the labor movement 
could" also plan a campaign of strug-

gle on all fronts against the wage con­
trols, inflation, and unemployment. 

The Socialist Workers Party pro­
poses the following program for an 
effective, united challenge to the gov­
ernment's antilabor policies. 

1) Opposition to all wage controls. 
2) Cost-of~living escalator clauses in 

all contracts and in social security 
payments in order to protect wage 
earners from inflation. 

· 3) To fight unemployment, the 
workweek should be progressively 
shortened with no reduction in pay, 
in order to spread the available work 
to all those who need a job. As an 
immediate step, the workweek should 
be reduced to 30 hours. · 

4) The right to strike is an uncon­
ditional right of working people. No 
government interference with the right 
to strike or in any other affairs of 
the unions. All antilabor legislation, 
such as the Taft-Hartley Act, should 
be repealed. 

5) Immediate, unconditional with­
drawal of all U.S. troops and materi­
el from Southeast Asia. This would 
eliminate one of the most important 
causes of the sharply increased in­
flation. The money spent on war 
should be used for schools, hospitals, 
and other social needs. 

6) Labor also needs its own polit­
ical instrument. The existing "political 
action" committees of the unions only 
serve to channel labor's money and 
votes into the Democratic Party, which 
is bought and bossed by big business. 
The SWP supports the formation of a 

· labor party based on the trade unions. 
Meany opposes the idea of a labor 

party because he says that "if we set 
up our own political party, we'd be 
telling this country that we're ready 
to run the Government. I don't think 
we're qualified to run the Govern­
ment." 

The Socialist Workers Party feels 
that the current rulers of this country· 
-both Democrats and Republicans-'­
are the ones who are unfit to run the 
government. A party of the working 
people is needed to reverse the prior­
ities of this country and to place the 
interests of the majority over the in­
terests of the few who control the 
banks and industries. 

By voting for the SWP candidates 
in the 1972 presidential election, work­
ing people · can register their support 
for this program for a united strug­
gle against the government's antilabor 
policies. 
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In Our OpiniOn 
Hanrahan exposed 
A report has finally been released- nine months after it was written­
by the commission of inquiry set up to investigate the Dec. 4, t 969, 
killings of Black Panthers Mark Clark and Fred Hampton by Chi­
cago police. The independent commission was chaired by Roy Wil­
kins, executive director of the NAACP, and Ramsey Clark, former 
U. S. attorney general. The report completely confirms what the Black 
community has said all along about the predawn police raid on 
the Panther apartment. Characterizing the police action as "slaughter 
and summary execution," the report states: "The indication is that 
the raid, contrary to its stated objectives (to obtain Panther weapons), 
was conceived and planned as a search and destroy mission aimed 

- at the leaders of the illinois chapter of the Black Panther Party." 
It says further that all evidence indicates police frred first in the raid, 
that the Panthers responded with only one shot, and that Fred Hamp­
ton "was shot from the doorway to his bedroom as he lay drugged 
and defenseless in bed." 

The conclusions in the commission report make crystal clear the 
thoroughly corrupt and criminal nature of the entire Democratic 
Party-controlled city administration in Chicago. 

At frrst Democratic officials tried the tactic of the big lie; they tried 
to cover the cold-blooded murder by indicting seven of the victims 
of the raid. When these indictments couldn't stand up and the charges 
were dropped, Hanrahan and 13 cops who participated in the raid 
were then indicted-not for murder, however, but only for obstruc­
tion of justice. The Daley machine tried to get even this mild indict­
ment quashed, and then publicly demonstrated approval of Han­
rahan's complicity in these murderous actions by renominating him 
as the Democratic Party candidate for state's attorney. 

This nomination was withdrawn only at the last moment in the 
face of intense public pressure. And despite the Daley machine's for­
mal opposition to Hanrahan's candidacy, indications are that Demo­
cratic Party ward heelers, who turned out the vote for the primary 

. election on March 21, gave backhanded support to their favorite, 
Hanrahan, rather than campaigning for Daley's replacement can­
didate, Raymond K Berg. 

So not only has the Democratic Party city administration refused 
to bring Hanrahan to justice for murder, but now the party has 
renominated him for state's attorney, virtually assuring his reelec­
tion. 

In the November elections the Democratic and Republican par­
ties will present the voters a choice (I) between Hanrahan and Ber­
nard Carey, another "law-and-order" man who was formerly an 
FBI agent. 

There is an alternative for Chicago voters, however. Norman Oli­
ver, the Socialist Workers Party candidate for state's attorney, is 
the only candidate who demands that Hanrahan and the cops in­
volved in the Panther raid be immediately prosecuted for murder. 
Oliver's program calls for immediate provision of state and fed­
eral funds to meet the urgent social needs of the Black community 
and demands that these funds be placed under the control of the 
Black community. He calls for ending the racist war in Indochina­
instead of holding down wages- to curb inflation. And he calls for 
the formation of an independent Black party to lead and organize 
the struggle against the oppression of Black people. 

Cuban films banned 
The disruption by Cuban exiles of the first of what was to have 
been a series of showings of Cuban nlms by the New York Film 
Festival, the government's confiscation of one of the films, and the 
denial of visas to four Cuban filmmakers invited to attend the film 
festival, demonstrates the viciousness of the U. S. blockade against 
Cuba. The incident also illustrates how the Cuba blockade involves 
unconstitutional censorship of the films and speakers that the Amer­
ican people are allowed to see and hear. 

The four Cuban nlmmakers were denied visas under a section 
of the 1952 McCarran-Walter Act that permits the government to 

. bar "aliens" because of their Marxist political views. The same law 
was used by the Justice Department in 1969 to deny Belgian Marx­
ist Ernest Mandel the right to come here to speak at universities. 
His case is now pending before the U. S. Supreme Court. 

The National Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, representing 
six writers, critics, and television executives, has nled a suit chal­
lenging the constitutionality of the ban on the Cubans. 

The nlms the Treasury Department has as yet been unable to con­
fiscate under the Trading with the Enemy Act are now scheduled 
to be shown by the American Film Institute Theater in Washing­
ton, D. C., next month. 

After Nixon's trip to China- where the president watched Chi­
nese ballet and other cultural presentations- it is all the more ri­
diculous and arbitrary for the government to continue its policy 
of harassment, economic and cultural blockade, and military at­
tacks against Cuba. The U.S. government has finally seen fit to 
recognize the existence of the one-fourth of humanity that makes 
up China, but it persists in its attacks on Cuba- thereby also vio­
lating the constitutional rights of the American pe.ople to consider 
all political and cultural views. 
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American Pie 
I'd like to take exception to David 
Salner's review of Don McLean's 
American Pie (see The Militant, 
March 17). It seems to me that this 
song represents all the worst in cur­
rent pop music. 

Salner notes that "the most striking 
thing about [the song] is its cunning 
illusiveness" (can he have meant 
"elusiveness?"). For too long, West­
ern culture has valued obscure sym­
bolism over understandability. 
Sometimes the threat of censorship 
requires this, but this doesn't seem 
to be the problem here. 

Salner doesn't mention that the 
theme of the song is mourning "the 
day the music died." I haven't been 
able to figure out what McLean is 
talking about here, and apparently 
Salner couldn't either. 

With Salner's help I count a dozen 
white male heroes that McLean r~ 
fers to, including "the three men I 
admired most." The female sex is 
represented by the "girl who sang 
the blues," and no nonwhite seems 
to be mentioned. 

McLean's demoralization and in­
articulateness seem to result from his 
obsession with the white male hero 
syndrome, of which he is the latest 
example. Rather than blindly praise 
the latest overrated white male rock 
hero, Salner would do better to call 
our attention to any of the many 
underrated and suppressed female, 
Black, Brown and Native-Ameri-
can rock artists. 
Bob Geb 
Boston, Mass. 

Militant advertising 
The Militant is one of the best 
sources of news and analysis I have 
seen; it is an excellent paper. Your 
tactics for selling it, however, are so 
blatantly capitalistic that it is dif­
ficult to believe in your sincerity. 

The whole idea of offering a free 
book with each subscription re­
newal (which must be sent in quick­
ly, so as not to miss a single issue) 
has a distinctly American ring to it. 
You may be able to convince people 
to call themselves socialists using 
typical ad-agency brainwashing tech­
niques. But people who are "socialisf' 
for this reason will, no doubt, follow 
whoever has enough money and so­
cial power and psychological knowl­
edge to employ these tactics. A new 
society cannot be built with the old 
social structures. 
Matthew Meighan 
Carbondale, IlL 

In reply- There is an essential dif­
ference between Militant advertising 
and the advertising of capitalist en­
terprises. The promotional mate­
rial for The Militant tells only the 
truth. 

Far from being "capitalistic," The 
Militant will make no money what­
soever on the free book offer. We 
make such offers because we want 
to use all methods within our limit­
ed financial means to make The 
Militant known to as many people 
as possible. 

Jail conditions 
First of all I'd like to say that I 
really dig your paper. It's brought 
my head together pretty much. I 
would appreciate it if you could 
publish this letter about the prison 
conditions in the Globe, Ariz., jail. 

The capitalistic pigs are really op­
pressing the Indian people in the 
jails there. The prison guards are 
all white, compared to the relatively 
large number of Indian inmates,. 

The pigs put 20 people in one 

Letters 
small cell (for real) with only two 
meals a day. They do not allow the 
inmates to take any showers; there 
is no way you can keep your body 
cleansed. 

The cell that contains the 20 peo­
ple has only one toilet with only a 
limited amount of toilet paper, and 
one small sink with only cold 
water. 

The 20 people in· this small cell 
do not even get a mattress and a 
blanket to sleep on; they have to 
sleep on the cold concrete floor. 

Now the people in office in this 
town plan to start raising funds to 
build a new city hall, but they com­
pletely forgot about the conditions 
in the jail. 

When they bust you in this town 
they do not even give you your 
constitutional rights, and believe it 
or not, they do not even provide 
you with a public defender. You 
have to go to court without any 
kind of defense but your own self. 

You are only allowed one phone 
call in the jail, whether the party 
you want to get in touch with an­
swers or not. You are not allowed 
your own choice of reading mate­
rial, only what they want you to 
read. 
Gary Yost 
Allentown, Pa. 

Angela Davis 
I would like some information on 
how I can obtain some "Free An­
gela" buttons, sweatshirts and post­
ers of Angela. 

I had gotten a paper during a 
recent concert p.ere in Los Angeles 
for Angela Davis. 
B.L. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

In reply- The address of the Na­
tional United Committee to Free 
Angela Davis is 150 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 10011. 

BernadeHe Devlin 
I'm writing you from the peniten­
tiary at Walla Walla, Wash. You 
had an article about Bernadette 
Devlin- she's my idol. She is heavy 
and hep to what is happening with 
the pressure put on by the capital­
istic pigs in England. 

The people of Ireland, North and 
South, should unite and join forces 
with the IRA [Irish Republican Ar­
my] and run the English out of Ire­
land and fight for independence. 
First they must put down their reli­
gious differences and be able to live 
without killing each other because 
one is a Catholic or Protestant. 

Democracy is a lousy system but 
revolution can change this. The 
voting system is rigged, and the 
two-party system isn't worth a shit. 
Floyd G. Angeline 
Robert D. Rose 
Walla Walla, Wash. 

More on Twin Oaks 
As a graduate of Twin Oaks Com­
munity, I would like to point out to 
Marjorie Kalb [see Letters column, 
March 24] that being poor does not 
exempi a community from the need 
and the hunger for money. 

Twin Oaks has not escaped the 
consequences of life in "Amerika." 
It is not self-sufficient. It survives 
(and, unlike other less exacting 
communities, it has survived) only 
by sending its members by turn to 
work outside in menial jobs in the 
very system they think they are 
thumbing their collective noses at. 

Twin Oaks is not a method of 
achieving Revolution. It is a place 



where 40 people can go for 40 per­
sonal reasons. Some find enough of 
what they were looking for to stay. 
Most do not. 
Kenneth Nygren 
Richmond, Va. 

Akwesasne Notes 
Akwesasne Notes is a Native Amer­
ican newspaper published in upstate 
New York. It carries news about the 
struggles of Indian people all over 
the U. S. and Canada- and some 
news from Latin America too. The 
Late Winter issue, which the volun­
teer staff had hoped to bring to the 
printers in January, did not go to 
press until March- despite the fact 
that the paper enrolled 3,000 new 
subscribers in the period since its 
Early Winter issue came out in De­
cember. 

There are two reasons for the de­
lay. The first is harassment by the 
government. New "York state troop­
ers and U. S. border patrol cops ex­
pelled the editor to Canada, with 
red-baiting as a c~ for their il­
legal action. The cm·tent issue re­
ports unfounded allegations that the 
paper is "Communist" and "getting 
money from Cuba." Officials of the 
Mohawk Nation, to which the editor 
belongs, secured his return after the 
illegal expulsion. (Members of the 
Mohawk nation have the right to 
travel freely across the U. S.-Canada 
border.) 

The second reason for the delay 
in publication of Akwesasne Notes' 
Late Winter issue is financial. There 
is no fixed subscription rate for the 
paper, but the staff reports that 
printing and postage currently cost 
about $2,500 for one issue. Readers 
of The Militant who are interested in 
helping this paper stay alive, and in 
getting more information about the 
Native American struggle, can send 
whatever subscription price they feel 
is fair to Akwesasne Notes, Mohawk 
Nation, via Rooseveltown, New 
York 13683. 
Lee Smith 
New York, N. Y. 

fed up 
The Equal Rights Amendment in 
the U.S. Senate is now under fire 
because it includes equal rights to 
gay women. [It has since been 
passed by the Senate without this 
provision-ed.] Apparently under 
the currenl socioeconomic system it 
is a sin to be gay -lesbian or a 
gay man. Our only rig-ht, apparent­
ly, is to be hassled-equally, mind 
you! Big Brother also wants to rule 
our private lives! · 

I can safely say, as a gay woman, 
that I speak for many gay people: 
We are fed up with hassles by cops, 
having to hide our sexuality. (To 
the reader from Washington, N.J.: 
[see Letters column, March 31] Just 
what "kind of people" are we? Gross 
mutilations? No!! And a society 
which labels us as such is sick it­
self.) 

I hope you print more on the gay 
civil rights struggle. Onward to so­
cialism! 
Kay Johnson 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen­
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces­
sary they will be abridged. Please in­
dicate if your name may be used or 
If you prefer that your initials be used 
m•tead. 
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The Great Society 
They must have checked by mall­
Diligent postal sleuths turned up a 
railroad car of mail that had disap­
peared en route from Philadelphia to 
Washington. A postal representative 
said discovery pf the missing mail 
car on a Maryland siding involved 
use of a computer and "a two-year, 
·ear-by-car search all over the Wash­
ington area." -

day after services, demanding: "When 
are you going to cut that dirty thing 
off?" After six months of this, O'Brien 
delivered a sermon about people's ten­
dency to judge others by their ap­
pearance. He concluded by whipping 
out a shaver and removing the of­
fending growth. 

veyors, "are the alienated, anomie, 
sick, gullty, the people at the breaking 
point?" We don't know. Maybe they're 
confmed at BBD&O. 

Antipolluters. at work- The Food and 
Drug Administration has approved a 
chemical process to reduce the solid 
wastes created in the production of 
tomato paste, catsup, etc. This is 
achieved by adding hydrochloric acid 
to crushed tomatoes. The chemical 
also increases the acid content of the 
tomatoes, but this is corrected by add­
ing another chemical, sodium hydrox­
ide. If it's still a bit flat, try a dash 
of arsenic. 

The blood of the lamb- Celebrating 
the Easter Resurrection, a New York 
gallery is featuring an exhibit of lamb­
covered crosses by fur designer 
Jacques Kaplan. "Admittedly," a cat­
alog explains, "there is something per­
verse in lining that timber of shame 
with luscious, tickling fur." They 
might be less jarring if they were 
worked into a $ shape. 

Our rational society- The Senate Ag­
riculture Committee is working on a 
bill providing for the slaughter of hens 
when egg prices dip to an unsatis­
factory level.' Farmers who faDed to 
join the slaughter would be rmed 
$5,000 per violation. 

True tolerance-A member of the 
Thai government told reporters that 
despite frequent busts, hippies and 
other long-haired foreigners would 
still be permitted to enter the country. 
"There are many rich hippies who 
spend a lot of money here," he ex­
plained. 

Key heist next?- To cope with the 
mounting problem of jewel thefts, a 
Palm Beach bank offers a special safe­
ty-deposit-box service for jewelry. The 
rocks can be checked out the evening 
of an affair and on the way home, 
dropped off at a night-deposit box 
with a shotgun guard standing by. 
To operate the safety-deposit boxes, 
patrons are provided with 14-karat 
gold keys. 

Cleaning up for Christ- Members of 
the First Congregatiomi:l Parish 
Church of Brockton, Mass.,, went up 
the church wall when the Reverend 
James O'Brien returned from a va­
cation with a beard. One woman 
grabbed him by the beard every Sun-

Happy as a huckster- Practically all 
Americans are happy, and the hap­
piest of all are religious, middle­
income, married women, aged 18-34, 
reports Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne. The ad agency says it asked 
402 people how happy they were, and 
only 'ten percent admitted being "not 
too happy." "Where," inquire the sur-

"Why is it that everything I like 
doing causes tumors in mice?" 

0 PUNCH 

Rumor dep't- Did the Nixon-IT&T 
deal really include six months' free 
telephone service for Martha Mitchell? 

-HARRYRING 

MORE AND MORE WOMEN SUPPORT THE GOALS 
OF THE WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT-A 
Louis Harris poll released March 23 reports that 48 per­
cent of the 3,000 women surveyed favor "efforts to 
strengthen and change women's status in society," while 
36 percent oppose such efforts. In a Harris poll last year, 
women disagreed with efforts to change ·their status by 
42 to 40 percent. 

Harris' new poll also shows thE! desire among women 
for equal participation in politics. Seventy-four percent 
of those surveyed, says the March 24 New York Times, 
think that women can be "just as logical and rational" 
as a man in office. By 51 to 39 percent, women feel they 
are discriminated against in high government posts. A 
woman could become president within 10 years in the 
opinion of 37 percent. 

These statistics show the· impact of the struggles orga­
nized by the women's liberation movement around such 
issues as the abortion laws, job discrimination, and child­
care centers. Many women, however, are still confused 
about the aims of the feminist movement. By 49 to 36 
percent, Harris found women unsympathetic to the "efforts 
of women's liberation groups." This contradiction points 
out the need to continue education and action campaigns 
around the specific issues of women's oppression in order 
to demonstrate to masses of women that the feminist move­
ment is fighting in their interests. 

U.S. SUPREME COURT SUPPORTS RIGHT OF SIN­
GLE PERSONS TO CONTRACEPTIVES-In a March 
22 decision the U.S. Supreme Court stated that "it is the 
right of the individual, married or single, to be free from 
unwarranted government intrusion into matters so funda­
mentally affecting a person as the decision whether to bear 
or beget a child." The ruling makes it unlawful for any 
state to prohibit the distribution of contraceptives to single 
persons if. contraceptives are available to married people. 

The case stems from an appeal by the state of Massa­
chusetts to uphold its 93-year-old law against giving 
contraceptives to unmarried people. Massachusetts ap­
pealed to the Supreme Court after a federal court of ap­
peals overturned the 1967 conviction of William Baird, 
a well-known birth-control advocate. 

The ruling represents a victory for women and estab­
lishes an important precedent for striking down other con­
traceptive laws, such as those restricting the right of young 
people to obtain birth-control devices. The language of 
the Supreme Court's decision, with its emphasis on "the 
right of the individual," also has obvious implications 

for challenges to the constitutionality of state laws against 
abortion. 

UNIONS FIGHT FOR WORKING WOMEN'S RIGHTS­
The American Federation of Government Employees 
(AFGE), the largest union of civil service workers, is 
demanding free abortions, free birth-control devices, and 
birth-control information in contract negotiations with the 
Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO). Writing in the 
Dec. 20 Washington, D. C. Evening Star, Joseph Young 
pointed out that "If the AFGE should win its points with 
OEO, it could set a pattern for similar negotiations. , .. 
These are the first such proposals ever made by govern­
ment employee unions under the federal government's 
labor-management collective bargaining program." 

The International Union of Electrical Workers (IUE) 
is suing General Electric for denying disability payment 
to women who take pregnancy leaves. The union points 
out that GE grants benefits to male workers for absence 
due to sickness and accidents. The suit charges that GE 
is violating the 1964 Civil Rights Act provisions against 
sex discrimination. 

CAMBRIDGE RESIDENTS DEMAND IMPLEMENTA­
TION OF CHILD-CARE REFERENDUM- On Nov. 2, 
1971, 54 percent of Cambridge, Mass., voters supported 
a referendum to make free, 24-hour, community-controlled 
child care available to all children in the city. Now the 
Cambridge Child Care Coalition is demanding that the 
city council carry out the decision of Cambridge voters. 
Members of the coalition presented a proposal to the city 
council March 6 for $40,000. The money would hire a 
staff to begin the organization of funding for child-care 
centers and drawing the community into decision-making 
on how the centers should operate. 

The city council tabled this motion. According to the 
March 13 Female Liberation Newsletter: "The major de­
bate concerned whether the city council should allocate 
money now or whether it should wait to see who all wants 
to be involved in implementing child care and to get the 
Coalition to make further efforts to consult professional 
people. Many people spoke for community control, and it 
was pointed out that professional and community people 
are already working on the Coalition and that for further 
work to be done, money was needed." 

The Cambridge Child Care Coalition will press for· 
adoption of its proposal at future meetings of the city 
council. 

-CINDY JAQUITH 
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Equal rights l?assage Fourth 
~!1?J~Q!~entsv_y~~.~~~.~endmen~ lnternat'l 
The 'Senate galleries broke out in however, puts the law on the side of h •1 
cheers on March 22 as women ap- women's fights against their second- a I s 
plauded the announcement of the final class status. 
vote approving passage of the Equal M 6 
Rights Amendment (ERA). Congres- Controversy over the ERA has di- ay 
sional passage of the blll came after vided both the women's movement 
a 49-year fight by women to win the and the trade-union movement. The 
constitutional amendment. The ERA Communist Party and some AFL-CIO ct•lons 
states: "Equality of rights under the officials have voiced opposition to the a 
law shall not be denied or abridged ERA on the basis that if women are 
by the United States or by any state guaranteed equal rights in the Con­
on account of sex." stitution, this will nullify existing state 

Thirty-eight state legislatures must laws protecting women workers. These 
ratify the ERA before it becomes part laws provide for special treatment of 
of the Constitution. At least six states women workers, such as maximum 
have already done so. The ratifica- working hours and weight-lifting lim­
tion process will be lengthy, however, itations. Many of them were won by 
since only 26 legislatures are currently struggles of women workers in the 
in session. Following state ratification, early part of this century. Some of 
amendments do not go into effect for the laws benefit women and should 
two yea,.-s. be extended to men. 

The major significance of this As they now stand, however, these 
amendment, if ratified, will be that laws are inadequate in meeting the 
for the first time in U. S. history the needs of working women. Some, in 
Constitution will clearly state the right fact, are even used to exclude women 
of women to equal treatment under from higher-paying job categories. 
the law. This victory can be attributed Supporters of the ERA have pointed 
to the growth of the women's Iibera- out that the constitutional assertion 
tion movement in recent years and of equality for women should help 
to the changing consciousness of worn- lay the basis for the extension of pro­
en in general. tective laws that benefit women to male 

The ERA's implications for wiping workers. The ERA can be an impetus 
out discriminatory practices against in. inspiring working women to fight 
women can be far-reaching. The for their rights on the job, and such 
amendment invalidates many laws, struggles can affect the entire labor 
such as those withholding unemploy- movement 
ment compensation or disability pay- Another argument raised by 
ments to women who take Communist is that 

P~oto by Howard Petrick 

·Such actions as the Aug. 26, 1970, women's liberation demonstration 
in New York helped create the climate in which Congress felt forced 
to pass the Equal Rights Amendment. 

pregnancy leaves, legal exemption of 
women with children from jury duty, 
divorce laws discriminating against 
men or women concerning child cus­
tody or payment of alimony, and 
many other statutes. Discriminatory 
practices affecting workers in state and 
federal government and admissions 
standards or curriculum limitations 
that discriminate against women in 
tax-supported schools and colleges 
will also become illegal. 

Furthermore, lhe ERA will streng­
then the challenges growing numbers 
of women are waging against discrim­
inatory practices that are not due to 
laws or government action, such as 
employment discrimination by private 
corporations. 

Women cannot expect, however, that 
the capitalist government will volun­
tarily enforce the ERA. As Blacks 
have seen since passage of civil rights 
legislation, actual implementation of 
these rights has not been automatic. 
Women also will have to engage in 
struggles to win enforcement of the 
rights recognized by the ERA. The 
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the ERA means subjecting women to 
the draft. Interestingly enough, Dixie­
crat Senator Sam Ervin (D-N. C.) 
tried to use this same argument to 
block passage of the ERA. He. sub­
mitted an amendment to exempt wom­
en from the draft, which was defeated 
in the Senate by a vote of 73 to 18. 
In defending his amendment, Ervin 
expounded on the dangers of "drafting 
the daughters of America and sending 
them into battle, where their fair forms 
would be blasted into fragments by 
the bombs and shells of the enemy." 

Supporters of the ERA have ex­
plained that women are just as ca­
pable as men of participating in mil­
itary or any other form of political 
activity. Moreover, by supporting the 
ERA, women are not saying that they 
support the draft. Certainly as many 
women as men are opposed to the 
draft, and its use to carry out the 
brutal war in Southeast Asia. Now 
that women may become eligible for 
the draft, they will undoubtedly swell 
the ranks of those protesting conscrip­
tion. 

The following statement was released 
March 6 by the United Secretariat of 
the Fourth International in response 
to the appeal for international sup­
port from the Women's National 
Abortion Action Coalition in the 
United States. 

In a growing number of countries 
around the world, a historically un­
precedented political ferment and rad­
icalization is developing among wom­
en. Young women especially- stu­
dents, working women, housewives 
-are beginning to challenge some of 
the most fundamental aspects of their 
oppression as women. Not only are 
they beginning to question, but they 
are beginning to act as well. 

Women are beginning to reject the 
role of domestic slaves to which class 
society has bound them for centuries, 
and they are beginning to challenge 
the myriad forms that the centuries­
old oppression of women takes under 
capitalism today. Women are demand­
ing the right to equal jobs, pay, and 
education. They are demanding that 
society as a whole, not the individual 
family unit, take responsibility for the 
care of the young, the old, the sick. 
They are demanding the right to 
choose rather than have motherhood 
forced upon them because safe con­
traception and abortion facilities are 
outlawed by reactionary legislation 
and bourgeois mores. Such demands 
taken as a whole go to the very heart 
of the oppression of'women and chal­
lenge the fundamental institutions of 
class society. 

It is in this context that the Women's 
National Abortion Action Coalition 
in the United States has launched a 
campaign under the banner "Abortion 
-A Woman's Right to Choose," and 
is attempting to mobilize masses of 
women in extrapariiamentary action 
to win this basic right. · 

In response to an appeal for in­
ternational support to this campaign, 

· the United Secretariat of the Fourth 
International expresses its solidarity 
with the week of actions and the May 
6 mass demonstrations sponsored by 
the Women's National Abortion Ac-
tion Coalition. 

Socialists 
·call for 
i-nter nat' I 
antiwar 
actions 
The following statement was released 
March 10 by the United secretariat of 

·the Fourth InternationaL It is in re­
sponse to an appeal from the Na­
tional Peace Action Coalition in the 
United States, urging that April 22 
be made. a day of international ac­
tion against U. S. agression in Indo­
china. 

The Vietnamese revolution is pass~ 
ing through a crucial period. 

Faced with a presidential election in 
November of 1972, the Nixon admin­
istration is engaged in a massive dip­
lomatic offensive to try to isolate the 
Vietnamese revolution and to con­
vince the American people that every­
thing possible is being done to end 
direct U.S. involvement in the Viet­
nam war. To this end, Nixon's "eight­
point program" was announced at the 
end of January. It was revealed that 
secret negotiations had taken place 
between presidential adviser Henry· 
Kissinger and the revolutionary forces 
in Vietnam. And one of the central 
goals of Nixon's voyage to Peking 
was to win public support for the 
administration's Southeast Asia poli­
cies. 

While massive opposition to the war 
in the United States has forced the 
government to cut back on the use of 
American ground troops in the In­
dochina fighting, the Nixon adminis­
tration is stepping up the war effort 
in every other respect. Bombing raids 
have been amongst the most massive 
ever, and unprecedented military aid 
to the Saigon regime is planned for 
the coming year. 

· In other words, Nixon is trying to 
pacify worldwide opposition to U.S. 
imperialist policies as Ke "Vietnamizes" 
and prolongs the war. fie is attempt­
ing to buy time, wit}l the American 
people especially, to convince them 
that the war is inevitably "winding 
down." He is hoping to reduce the 
ever mounting pressure for withdraw-

. al of all American troops, bases, and 
logistic supplies from Indochina. He 
still hopes to "end" the war by "win­
ning" it. 

The American rulers have at the 
same time taken the offensive in a 

· diplomatic maneuver with the Stalin­
ist bureaucracies in Peking and Mos­
cow, trying to arrange a "peaceful 
coexistence" deal in order to pressure 
the Vietnamese people into accepting 
less than the victory for which they 
have fought so long and courageous­
ly. 

Thus, the goal of world imperialism 
remains the same as it has always 
been- to prevent, by any means nec­
essary, the extension of the socialist 
revolution in Southeast Asia. 

The combined diplomatic and mili­
tary offensive being waged by U.S. 
imperialism poses more sharply than 
ever the responsibility of the intern&" 
tional antiwar movement. Every ef­
fort must be made to mobilize mas­
sive actions in support of the Indo­
chinese peoples' unconditional right 
to self-determination. 

The National Peace Action Coalition 
(NPAC) in the United States has an­
nounced plans for massive demon­
strations in New York and Los An­
geles on April 22, demanding the im­
mediate and unconditional withdrawal 
of U. S, forces from Vietnam. The 
Front Solidarite Indochine (FSI) in 
France has called for a week of ac­
tions, culminating in mass demon­
strations on April 22, in solidarity 
with the Indochinese revolution. Si­
multaneous actions in other countriea 
are already being planned. 

The United Secretariat of the Fourth 
International calls on all those forces 
throughout the world who oppose 
U. S. aggression in Indochina -to join 
the American, French, and other anti­
war forces in mobilizing broad, united 
mass-actions on April 22: 

Immediate and unconditional with­
drawal of all U.S. troops, bases, and 
materiel from Indochina-OUT NOW! 

End the bombing now! 
Not a penny, not a gun for U. S. 

imperialism's war effort! 
Solidarity with the revolutionary 

struggle of the Indochinese masses! 
Victory to the1 Vietnamese revolution! 



ITT in Chile: U.S. imperialism at work 
By DICK ROBERTS 
The following statement from an unshredded clip­
ping presently in the files of The Militant reveals 
the attitudes of leading sectors of U. S. imperial­
ism toward the Sept. 4, 1970, election of Salvador 
Allende to the presidency of Chile. It is an open 
invitation to the Chilean army to overthrow Al­
lende, and it provides the army with a pretext for 
such a coup. It states: 

"If Dr. Allende in office tried to withdraw from 
his commitment- by purging the judiciary, po­
liticizing the schools or canceling elections- Chile's 
armed forces then would have a legitimate excuse 
for intervening in defense of the Constitution." 

This statement appears in an editorial from the 
Sept. 19, 1970, issue of the New York Times. At 
that time, the New York Times spoke for the vir­
tually unanimous opinion of Yallkee imperialism 
that Allende's regime threatened U. S. investment 
in Chile. 

It is necessary to recall this matter to place in 
context syndicated columnist Jack Anderson's rev­
elations about International Telephone and Tele­
graph's (ITT) drive to sabotage the Allende elec­
tion. Anderson, the Democratic Party leaders An­
derson is troubleshooting for, and liberal capital­
ist voices like· the Times piously pretend that ITT's 
activities and its relationship with the Nixon ad­
ministration are exceptional. 

In a March 26, 1972, editorial the Times casti­
gates any who would intervene in Chilean affairs. 
If Anderson's memos are authentic, the Times 
states, "they furnish a classic example of how a 
giant international corporation should never be­
have, particularly in a democratic country with 
every right to work out its political destiny without 
outside interference." 

In his March 28 column, Jack Anderson pin­
points the cooperation between the Central Intel­
ligence Agency (CIA) and ITT director John Mc­
Cone, former head of the CIA. Anderson states, 
"These corporate rulers, working through McCone's 
inside contacts, were able to enlist the CIA in an 
abortive plot to block Allende's election and, thus, 
interfere in Chile's free election process. This il­
lustrates the incestuous relationship that has grown 
up. between ITT and the Nixon administration." 

Anderson's remark illustrates what the attack on 

ITT is all about. It is a repeat of the old electoral 
game whereby the Republican Party is held up 
as the party of Big Business, and Democratic 
Party hacks parade as leaders of reform and 
justice. 

The pundits conveniently forget that the Demo­
cratic Party and previous Democratic administra­
tions are no less tied to the capitalists than the 
Republicans. McCone himself was the CIA head 
under Kennedy and Johnson. He came in after 
the Kennedy administration's fiasco of the Bay 
of Pigs in 1961- a CIA military action designed 
to overthrow the revolutionary government of Cu­
ba. McCone presided over the CIA as Johnson 
ordered 24,000 U.S. Marines to crush the rebel­
lion in Santo Domingo in 1965. 

And ITT is no stranger to the Democratic Party. 
Like every big corporation it does business with 
the party in power and it supports both parties 
during the elections. A 1960 scandal pointed the 
finger the other direction. At that time J. T. Naylor, 
an ITT vice-president, stated in a sworn affidavit 
that he was enlisted "to 'butter' both sides so we'll 
be in a good position whoever wins." 

Naylor also told how he had been instructed to 
"make out your check in favor of the 'Texas Busi­
ness and Professional Men's Committee for John­
son for Vice President." Naylor stated that ITT 
head Harold Geneen later told him that this was 
"paying off big in Washington." (America, Inc. 
by Morton Mintz and Jerry S. Cohen, pp. 164-
165.) 

Geneen himself reported to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee investigating the ITT affair on March 
13 that he had held discussions on ITT matters 
with more than a score of high government of­
ficials, Democrat and Republican alike. ITT's spec­
tacular growth from asset value 12 years ago of 
$811-million to more than $7-billion today took 
place as much during Democratic as Republican 
administrations. 

In fact, the new ITT scandal is mushrooming 
far beyond what Anderson and his backers prob­
ably first intended. No longer simply an embar­
rassment to Nixon, it has exposed the typical 
activities of the multinational giants that dominate 
the U. S. economy. These corporations take part 
in financing the capitalist parties, they have easy 

access to the government in Washington at all 
key levels of decision-making, and they help to in­
stigate the counterrevolutionary policies Washing­
ton carries out across 'the globe. Corporate spokes­
men and capitalist politicians routinely lie day in 
and day out about their aCtual activities. 

On March 21 Anderson revealed an ITT mem­
orandum describing its plan to sabotage the Chil­
ean economy after Allende's successful election. It 
stated, in part: 

"1. Banks should not renew credit or should 
delay in doing so. 

"2. Companies should drag their feet in sending 
money, making deliveries, in shipping spare parts, 
etc. 

"3. Savings and loan companies there are in 
trouble. If pressure were applied, they would have 
to shut their doors, thereby creating pressure. 

"4. We should withdraw all technical help and 
should not promise any technical assistance in the 
future. Companies in a position to do so should 
close their doors." 

Anderson pretends that this plan was rejected 
by the other- and far more powerful- sectors of 
monopoly rule like General Motors and Ford. In 
reality this is precisely the road that U. S. impe­
rialism has followed in its attempt to sabotage 
the Chilean economy. Insisting on one side on the 
repayment of debts that drains Chile of desperately 
needed foreign reserves, the imperialists on the 
other side have slashed investments in Chile and 
driven down the prices of Chilean raw materials 
on the world market. The plan wasn't dreamed 
up by ITT. It is the age-old imperialist policy 
of financial strangulation, one of the main agen­
cies of which is the World Bank, presently pre­
sided over by former Democratic Party Secretary 
of Defense Robert MeN amara (who was chief of the 
Ford corporation before that). 

The New York Times ends its March 26 editorial 
with an appeal to congressional investigators of 
ITT. "The inquiry to be conducted by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee .... should aim at 
assuring Americans that special interests will not 
be allowed to meddle secretly in this nation's re­
lations with other countries." Demagogic assur­
ances from Democratic liberals are one thing; facts 
are something else again. 

The National Picket Line 
DEATH IS THE CONSTANT COMPANION of 
the men who go down into the earth to dig coal­
sudden death or lifetime injury from explosions, 
fires, cave-ins, and black lung. But it lurks almost 
as close to them and their wives and children 
above ground as well. 

In early March the rain- and snow-swollen Buf­
falo Creek, artificially dammed up, broke the mine­
waste bank that lay across it at the head of a mine 
operated by the Pittstown Mining Company. A 
raging torrent of water raced down the narrow 
valley, bringing death to 117 persons (at last 
count) and probable death to another 150 still 
missing. Four small towns were completely de­
stroyed, four others so ravaged that they are com­
pletely uninhabitable. 

The company claims the flood was "an act of 
God." A spokesman for the corporation explained 
"God made the pond incapable of holding all that 
rainwater." 

The refuse bank damming Buffalo Creek rose 
several hundred feet in the air. It spanned the 
normally rapid stream, acting as a dam and creat­
ing five lakes, although it had none of the en-

. gineering features of a normal dam. It had no 
spillway or seepage vents to keep the millions of 
tons imprisoned water from breaking through and 
plunging in a great wall down the gulch-like valley 
where 4,500 people lived. 

"This will happen again," Governor Arch A. 
Moore of West Virginia predicted afterward. A 
helicopter inspection he made of the area revealed 
27 similar waste banks. All were situated over 
creeks and rivers and are considered as potentially 
dangerous as the Buffalo Creek "dam" that 
wreaked such havoc. Governor Moore ordered the 
immediate removal of 14 of the spoils banks he 
discovered. 

It has also been disclosed that in 1967 a United 
States Geological Survey team investigated the im­
pounded water and "Amateur" dams built over 
most of the creeks and small streams in this high­
land country. None of the dams surveyed were 
considered safe. All were merely waste piles 
dumped wherever it was cheapest and easiest. 
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Unidentified body of a small girl is taken from wreckage 

The U. S. survey report was sent to hundreds of 
officials in the coal states. It was then cozily filed 
in the office of the secretary of the interior. The 
Department of the Interior claims it has no con­
.gressional authority to force the coal barons to 
stop dumping spoilage anywhere they want to. 
Nor has it sought such authority, despite the sur­
vey report. 

West Virginia, however, does have such a law. 
Passed in 1915 but never enforced, this state law 
forbids building any obstruction higher than 15 
feet across any stream unless such a structure 
has state approval for its design and location. 
The Charlestown Gazette reported that "Few coal 
companies· have ever felt compelled to comply." 

Whoever gets the blame for the Buffalo Creek 
disaster- God or Mammon, as a West Virginia 
editor put it-the Pittstown Mining Company (par­
ent of the Buffalo Creek Mining Company) has a 
powerful ally on its side. One of its directors, 
Thruston B. Morton, former senator from Ken­
tucky and former Republican national chairman, 
is the brother of the current secretary of the in­
terior, the government official under whom the 
Bureau of Mines functions. 

The editor quoted above concludes in his edi­
torial: "coal as usual , will come out of this as . 
good as gold because God, after all, cannot be 
reached for comment." 

-MARVEL SCHOLL 
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NPAC calls for unity on April 22 
The following open ietter to the Peo- · ican communities; presidential candi- a weakening of a united antiwar ef-
ple's Coalition for Peace and Justice dates; and many others. The broad· fort on April 22 if not corrected. Since 
from the National Peace Action Co- range of endorsement indicates the po- December, antiwar forces in San Fran-
alition was distributed to the PCPJ's tential that April 22 has to educate cisco have been working to build par-
national coordinating committee, the American public on the importance ticipation from that city in the L.A. 
which met in Washington, D. C., of maintaining an independent mass demonstration. Recently, an organi-
March 25-26. That meeting reaffirmed movement during an election year and zation called the Bay Area April 22 
PCPJ's position of not making a na- in the face of Nixon's "winding down Coalition :has been formed in San 
tional effort to build antiwar actions the war" rhetoric. Francisco. 'n has issued a call for 
on April 22. The April 22 demonstrations will a demonstration in San Francisco on 

On April 22, there will be national 
antiwar demonstrations in New York 
and Los Angeles called by the N a­
tiona! Peace Action Coalition (NPAC). 
We urge the People's Coalition for 
Peace and Justice (PCPJ) and all of 
its affiliated and cooperating organi­
zations to endorse and help build these 
antiwar actions on a national scale. 

At the February 11-13 World Peace 
Assembly in Versailles, France, a call 
was adopted for a six-week period 
of international solidarity with Amer­
ican antiwar activities. The resolution 
pointed to the need for united inter­
national action in defense of Indo­
china. Among the dates specified and 
unanimously endorsed by the Assem­
bly was April22, 1972. 

At this point it is clear that there 

take place during an intensive prop- April 22, against U; S. foreign expan-
aganda campaign designed to bury sion, Nixon's policy of economic, po-
the war as an issue. Mass, visible litical, and racial repression, and in 
demonstrations can direct attention to support of the seven-point program 
the continuation and extension of the of the PRG. Because this demonstra-
war, keep the issue before the public, tion has been called for the same day 
and notify all the candidates for office as the national demonstration occur-
that no matter who gets elected, the ring in L.A. it cuts across attempts 
antiwar movement is not going to to build maximum participation from 
demobilize until the last troop and San Francisco and constitutes a split-
the last bomber is brought home. ting action. The local PCPJ affiliate 

So far, the PCPJ has refused to en- in San Francisco has endorsed and 
dorse the April 22 action, despite the is building the San Francisco dem-_ 
fact that PCPJ representatives support- onstration for April22. 
ed the Versailles resolution and cal­
endar, which included April 22:-

A recent PCPJ mailing stated that 
the Interim Committee of March 13 
made the following decision. "We re­
affirmed the consensus. of the January 
Coordinating Committee meeting not 

Brian 

'National mass actions' 
We wish to emphasize that the ac­

tion resolution passed in Versailles 
and supported by PCPJ representa­
tives explicitly stated "national mass 
actions in New York and Los An-
geles" and made no mention of San 
Francisco or any other city. 

We appeal in the interest of unity 
that this unfortunate situation be cor­
rected. PCPJ, as NPAC has done, 
should urge the Committee for the 
Seven Points to change the date of 
their demonstration and get behind 
the L. A demonstration. 

United action between NPAC and PCPJ helped make the April 24, 
1971, antiwar demonstrations the largest ever held. 

One argument that has been ad­
vanced to explain PCPJ's refusal to 
endorse April 22 is that NPAC limits 
its demands to ~nding the war, which 
is only one of PCPJ's several demands. 
The difference in approach between 
the two coalitions- the so-called single 
issue vs. multi-issue difference­
should not be a barrier to unity on 
a specific antiwar demonstration. 
PCPJ can build the demonstration on 
the basis of its own demands. Fur­
thermore, to endorse one particular 
demonstration focused on the war 
does not prevent PCPJ from endors­
ing and building other demonstrations 
on other issues at other times. 

Another reason.cited for PCPJ's re­
fusal to unite with NPAC in the April 
22 action is that PCPJ cannot work 
with an organization which.does not 
demand "Support the PRG Seven-Point 
Program." NPAC does not raise that 
slogan. 

will be two major days of demon­
strations for the U. S. antiwar move­
ment this spring. The first of these 
is the April 1 demonstration at Harris­
burg [Pa.] in support of the Harris­
burg defendants. PCPJ has stated that 
this is its major focus for the spring. 

NPAC endorses the April 1 action 
and has helped to build it. We have 

· urged all the groups affiliated with 
us to do the same. The entire anti­
war movement must unite against this 
frame-up. The attempt to silence the 
Harrisburg opponents of the war must 
be fought by the broadest coalition 
of forces. We will meet together in 
Harrisburg on April 1 to demonstrate 
our determination to defend the Har­
risburg Eight and all other antiwar 
leaders the government attempts to 
intimidate and silence. 

The second major date for the U.S 
peace movement is the April 22 ac­
tion called by NPAC. The New York 
and Los Angeles marches on April 
22 will be mass demonstrations of 
united, visible opposition to the war 
at a time when the need for such ac­
tion is greater than ever. Already sol­
idarity actions are planned in Scot­
land, England, France, Luxembourg, 
Belgium, Ireland, Canada, Switzer­
land, New Zealand and Lebanon. 
Thus, the April 22 date can have 
a truly international impact. 

In the United States, there is an 
impressive breadth of support for 
April 22. The demonstrations sched­
uled for that date have been endorsed 
by SMC [Student Mobilization Com­
mittee]; Youth for McGovern, Muskie, 
Lindsay and Chisholm groups; trade 
unionists; feminist leaders; leaders of 
the Black, Chicano and Asian-Amer-
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to endorse the National Peace Action 
Coalition's demonstrations on April 
22. But we decided to list the:tn in 
our calendar and to encourage our 
people in New York City and Los 
Angeles to participate with multi-issue 
slogans and support of the Seven 
Points." 

While this position is an improve­
ment from PCPJ,'s previous position 
of categoric abstention from partici­
pating in April 22, it does not rec­
ognize the national scope of the ac­
tions in N.Y. and L.A. nor call for 
a commitment to build April 22. The 
original call for April 22 was issued 
at an open national antiwar confer­
ence attended by 1,400 representativee 
from all over the country, held in 
December 1971. It projected an out­
pouring from all over the country 
to the two cities of N.Y. and L.A. 
April 22 was included in the Ver­
sailles calendar as a national dem­
onstration. 

What accounts for PCPJ's unwilling­
ness to endorse and significantly build 
a mass national demonstration call­
ing for an end to the bombing of 
the Indochinese and immediate with­
drawal of U. S. military forces from 
Southeast Asia? Although PCPJ has 
previously stated its belief that a uni­
fied antiwar coalition is impossible 
at this time, this should not prevent 
PCPJ from giving its national endorse­
ment and building April 22 with its 
own apparatus and demands all over 
the country. 

PCPJ's unwillingness to endorse and 
build April 22 as a national dem_on­
stration has led to a very serious 
situation for the antiwar movement 
in San Francisco that will lead to 

The Vietnamese have emphasized 
their respect for NPAC's demand "Out 
Now!" The demand expresses precise­
ly what they want: For the U.S. to 
get its military forces out of South­
east Asia NOW. NPAC recognizes that 
the Seven-Point Plan is the PRG's ne­
gotiating position in Paris. The PRG 
recognizes that the demand for "Out 
Now! " has moved millions of Amer­
icans into the fight to end the war. 

The Vietnamese have repeatedly 
urged the U. S. antiwar movement to 
unite. There is no justifiable reason 
why we do not do so this spring, at_ 
least in support of the actions that 
have been called. 
. A continued, fraternal debate on all 

differences between the two coalitions 
can only serve to clarify the issues. 
H conducted in a serious and friendly 
way, such a debate can be very pro­
ductive. BUT THE DIFFERENCES 
WE HAVE CANNOT BE ALLOWED 
TO STAND IN THE WAY OF UNIT­
ED ANTIWAR ACTION. 

All groups can build the spring ac­
tions under their own slogans and de­
mands. Speakers can reflect the dif­
ferent viewpoints from the stage. But 
we can agree on a common slogan 
for the demonstrations, such as we 
did on November 6 with the slogan 
"Stop the Bombing-U.S. Out of 
Southeast Asia Now!" 

We have been able to work together 
before despite our differences. The 

Continued on poge 22 

Week-of 
protests 
begins in 
Harrisburg 
By LEE SMITH 
MARCH 27- Some 600 persons 
joined a march on the Pennsylvania 
capitol yesterday in the first of a week­
long series of protests culminating in 
a mass antiwar rally April 1. The 
actions have been organized in Har­
risburg, the site of the frame-up trial 
of Father Philip Berrigan and six oth­
er antiwar activists, to link solidarity 
with the defendants to opposition to 
the Indochina war. 

On i(farch 24, in a move that sur­
prised both their supporters and the 
government, the seven frame-up vic­
tims rested their defense without pre­
senting a case. The move, which came 
directly on the heels of the prosecu­
tion's presentation, was announced af­
ter Judge R. Herman Dixon denied 
two defense motions. One would have 
granted immunity to defense witnesses 
who testified about acts of civil dis­
obedience; the other would have pro­
vided for a hearing before the jury 
of defense charges that the seven were 
singled out by the government for 
discriminatory prosecution. 

The defendants decided by a 4-to-3 
vote to rest their case if these mo­
tions were denied. The dissenting votes 
were cast by Father Berrigan, Sister 
Elizabeth McAlister, and Eqbal Ah­
mad. Ahmad read a statement from 
Berrigan at a news;. conference after 
the courtroom announcement in which 
the antiwar priest said he had con­
sented to the majority's will only af­
ter he had "disagreed . . . as human­
ly and as strenuously as I could." 
He said he "felt we ought to face 
squarely the violent absurdey of this 
indictment (insofar as we could in 
this suffocating court): that we ought 
to submit to the requirements of truth, 
even toward the Nixon admiriistra­
tion; that we owed people an explana­
tion of our lives and resistance." 

The government's case, aimed at 
proving the defendants had "plotted" 
to kidnap presidential adviser Henry 
A. Kissinger and bomb Washington, 
D. C .. heating tunnels, as well as raid 
draft boards, consisted mainly of tes­
timony from Boyd F. Douglas Jr. 
Douglas's credibility was undermined 
by the fact he had acted as an FBI 
agent-provocateur inhis relations with 
Berrigan and the others. 

Final summaries by the prosecution 
·and the defense were scheduled to be­
gin today, and the case was expect­
ed to go to the jury by March 29. 

Among the actions scheduled out­
side the court in Harrisburg this week 
is a "funeral procession" march to the 
New Cumberland Army Depot on 
March 31. The depot is a maintenance 
base for helicopters used in U. S. ag­
gression against Indochina. On the 
following day, April 1, thousands are 
_expected to take part in a demonstra­
tion that haE support from all sec­
tions of the antiwar movement The 
April 1 action, called by the Harris­
burg Defense Committee, is being built 
by the National Peace Action ·Coali­
tion, the People's Coalition for Peace 
and.Justice, and other groups. 



Boston U 
students 
to strike 
By JEANNETTE TRACY 
BOSTON, March 29-A general stu­
dent strike has been called for April 
5 at Boston University as massive 
protests rock the campus. The strike 
has been called in response to a March 
27 police attack on a peaceful demon­
stration protesting the presence of Ma­
rine recruiters on the B U campus. 

Military recruiters had not been al­
lowed on the B U campus for two 
years- since the May 1970 student 
strike when students forced the admin­
istration to end ROTC and military 
recruiting on the campus. B U Presi­
dent John Silber attempted to roll back 
those gains by inviting Marine recruit­
ers on the campus March 27. 

The demonstration protesting the re­
cruiters was attacked and broken up 
by police called in at Silber's request. 
Thirty-three people who sat down in 
protest were arrested. 

On March 28 more than 2,500 stu­
dents voted in a mass meeting to raise 
the following demands: 1) no recruit­
ers on campus; 2) no cops on cam­
pus; and 3) drop all charges against 
those arrested. 

When Silber addressed the meeting 
he made it quite clear that he was not 
going to- accede to any demands 
raised by the students. At that point 
a vote was taken to go on strike April 
5. A motion was also passed to de-

mimd the resignation of President 
Silber. 

Another mass meeting has been 
called- for today to decide on the exact 
nature and character of the strike. 

French 
antiwar 
week 
planned 
The National Peace Action Coalition 
(NPAC) has sent Dan Rosenshine to 
Europe to speak to antiwar groups 
and meetings there, and to encourage 
solidarity demonstrations with the 
April 22 national demonstrations in 
New York and Los Angeles. The fol­
lowing is the first in a series of reports 
Rosenshine is sending to the NPAC 
office in New York. The reports are 
being released to antiwar and radical 
publications in the United States. 

PARIS, March 21- The French Indo­
china Solidarity Front (Front Sol­
darite Indochine- FSI) has scheduled 
nationwide actions against the U.S. 
war in Indochina for the week of April 
15-22 and has called for the cooper­
ation of all French antiwar forces. 

Among the activities planned for the 
"week of action in solidarity with the 
peoples of Indochina" are a national 
day of high school antiwar protests 
on April 19, demonstrations against 
American war-producing firms, anti­
war exhibits by well-known photog­
raphers and artists, and a panel dis-

cussion by leading French news ana· 
lysts on the current state of the Indo­
china war. 

The week of action will culminate 
in massive street demonstrations 
throughout France on Saturday, April 
22. The largest demonstration is ex­
pected in Paris; however, actions have 
also been set for 70 other cities. FSI 

·committees in the provinces of France 
have been especially active in the re­
cent period, holding frequent and siz­
able mass meetings. 

As part of its regular educational 
activity, the FSI publishes a monthly 
newspaper, Indochina Solidarity, 
which is distributed in the tens of thou­
sands at high schools, universities, 
and factories. 

A special educational project has 
recently been launched by the FSI 
to expose the production of American 
war-materiel in France. This includes 
U.S. army detection devices and elec­
tronic parts for the giant computers 
that direct the U. S. air war over Indo­
china. 

One of the objectives of this pro­
ject (called the "Honeywell project") 
is to involve workers in these factories 
in the antiwar movement. Fifteen local 
trade unions based in American war­
producing firms have recently selected 
delegates to the FSI because of this 
activity. 

The FSI includes pacifist and Marx­
ist groups, student and trade-union 
activists, and a number of prominent 
French intellectuals. The coalition's 
largest effort to date was the Nov. 6, 
1971, actions, which drew 30,000 peo­
ple throughout France. -

The FSI has recently been con­
fronted with a tactical problem that 
could affect the timing of the mass 

-demonstrations now -scheduled for 
April 22. On March 17, French 
Premier Georges Pompidou all­
nounced t'hat a national referendum 
on British entry into the Common 
Market will be held April 23. 

All political demonstrations during 
the two days preceeding national elec­
tions are banned by law in France. 
The forces in the FSI coalition are 
now discussing whether the major 
mass demonstrations will have to be 
rescheduled for another day in order 
to get the largest and broadest turn­
out. This decision will be made 
quickly so that publicity and prep-· 
arations can continue. 

Meanwhile, the FSI has called upon 
all antiwar forces in Europe to mount 
united and massive antiwar actions 
during the week of April 15-22. 

Photo from Rouge 

Feb. 13 antiwar demonstration in 
Marseilles, France. 

April II countdown 
Support for the Raza contingent that 
will lead the April 22 antiwar march 
in Los Angeles is growing rapidly. 
Signers of a leaflet now circulating in 
L. A. urging Raza support for 
the spring actions include: CorkyGon­
zales, chairman of the Denver Cru­
sade for Justice; Julia Mount of the 
L. A. Peace and Freedom Party; Celia 
Luna de Roddg'\lez of the Barrio De­
fense Committee; and Bert Corona, a 
leader of CASA (Centro de Accion 
Social Autonomo- Autonomous So­
cial Action Center). 

CASA, L.A.'s largest Chicano or­
ganization and a prime mover in the 
struggle against the deportation of un­
documented Raza workers, has indi­
cated that it will help publicize the 
April 22 action in the Chicano com­
munity. The leaflet mentioned was 
drawn up by people from CASA and 
the April 22 Chicano contingent 

In Houston, the Raza Contra la 
Guerra (Raza Against the War) Com­
mittee is working on a local demon­
stration on April 8 as well as the 
April 22 action. 

More than 120 people attended the 
March 23 meeting of the April 22 
West-NPAC coalition in Los Angeles. 
Fred Halstead, chief marshal for the 
April 24, 1971, demonstration in 
Washington, D. C. was designated 
head monitor for the April 22 action 
in L.A. Permits have been obtained 
for the march route and assembly 
area. 

Almost 100 endorsers have been 
gathered for the Asian contingent, 
which is being organized throughout 
the western states by Asian-Americans 
for Peace. other contingents 31e also 
being built. 

Gls and veterans have formed an 
April 22 Brigade and are planning to 
conduct a three-day march along the 
80-mile beach from Santa Barbara 
to Santa Monica on Easter weekend. 
The expected 30 participants in the 
march will hold rallies and distribute 
antiwar literature along the way. 
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With the f'mal buildup for the L. A. 
demonstration still ahead, pqblicity is 
off to a good start. In the L. A. area 
alone, 100,000 leaflets have been dis­
tributed. A March 29 news confi!l'ence 
featured youth coordinators from the 
Muskie, McGovern, Lindsay, McCar­
thy, Chisholm, and Jenness cam­
paigns, along with an SMC represen­
tative. 

A two-hour Associated Press inter­
view with Carol Feraci, the singer who 
unfurled an antiwar banner at a 
White House performance, was the lat­
est in a series of local news break­
throughs. Feraci, along with come­
dian Tom Smothers, plans to host an 
April 22 West fund-raising party at 
her home. 

Austin, Texas, saw some 500 peo­
ple participate in a demonstration on 
March 18. The antiwar protesters 
marched from the University of Tex­
as campus to the Texas State Capitol 
Included in the demonstration were 
Gis from Bergstrom Air Force Base, 
Fort Hood, and Fort Sam Houston, 
as well as members of striking Amal­
gamated Transit Union Local 1549. 

Picket lines, news conferences, and 
other activities condemning Nixon's 
hypocritical use of the POW issue have 
taken place in New York, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Minneapolis, New Haven, San 
Francisco, and Washington, D. C. 
Called by the National Peace Action 
Coalition ( NP AC ), they have focused 
on the fact that it is Nixon's continu­
ation of the war that is resulting in 
more POWs, and that the way to bring 
the POWs home is by withdrawing 
all U. S. troops from Indochina im­
mediately. 

More than 100 people participated 
in a picket line at the White House 
organized by the Washington Area 
Peace Action Coalition on March 26. 

The New Haven Peace Action Co­
alition is planning an Easter Peace 
Program for Easter Sunday. There 

will be a report on the April 1 dem­
onstration at Harrisburg, Pa., a slide 
show on the air war, and a Japanese 
documentary on the bombing of Hiro­
shima. 

Representative Richard Ichord, the 
Missouri Democrat who heads the 
witch-hunting House Internal Security 
Subcommittee, took note of the spring 
antiwar offensive in Congress, accord­
ing to the March 13 Congressional 

is being organized for April 22. 

A new Swiss antiwar coalition, the 
Comite National Pour le 22 Avrll 
(National Committee for April 22), 
has announced that it will be orga­
nizing a national demonstration in 
Zurich on April 22. 

Antiwar activists from 11 cities at­
tended the Student Mobilization Com­
mittee ( SMC) national steering com-
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Gls in Austin, Texas, antiwar action March 18 

Record. After alerting his colleagues 
to the imminent antiwar actions, 
Ichord expressed his heartfelt and fer­
vent hope "that the demonstrations 
will not attract the same number of 
sincere Americans this year (as last 
year) •••• " 

The National Association of Social 
Workers has endorsed the April 22 
actions, and its 5,000-member New 
York chapter is sending a contingent 
to Harrisburg on April 1. 

The Irish Republican Clubs of the 
U. S. and Canada have also endorsed 
the April 22 actions and will be help­
ing to build an Irish contingent in the 
New York demonstration. A picket 
line at the U.S. embassy in Dublin 

mittee meeting at Barnard College in 
New York City March 25. The SMC 
national staff reported that there is an 
excellent possibility of getting 40 
hours of radio programming on the 
April 22 actions, starting the week 
before the demonstrations. The same 
type of radio hookup during the May 
1970 student strike reached 90 cam­
pus radio stations and 90 commer­
cial FM stations. 

A new 16-page issue of The Student 
Mobilizer is available from the SMC. 
This issue of The Mobilizer is intended 
for mass-distribution for building the 
April 22 demonstrations. It can be 
ordered from the SMC, 150 F1Jfth Ave., 
Room 911, New York, N. Y'. 10014. 
Phone (212) 741-1960. 

-DAVE FRANKEL 
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Speech 
by Bert 
Corona 
The following is the first part of a 
speech given by Bert Corona Jan. 
22, 1972, at the Mi Raza Primero 
Conference in Muskegon, Mich., where 
he was a keynote speaker. Corona is 
a founder and former president of Cal­
ifornia MAPA (Mexican-American Po­
litical Association). In 1971 he un­
successfully attempted to convince the 
state convention of MAPA to help or­
ganize and get the Raza Unida Party 
on the ballot in California. As well 
as being a RUP supporter, Corona 
is presently leading a struggle in de­
fense of the rights of undocumented 
Raza workers through CASA (Centro 
de Acci6n Social Aut6nomo- Auton-

. omous Social Action Center) and Her­
mandad General· de Trabajadores 
(General Brotherhood of Workers). 

The speech, originally delivered in 
Spanish, has been translated by Mili­
tant staff writer Antonio Camejo. Ed­
iting has been limited to minor stylistic 
changes and the elimination of repeti­
tion. 

The second and final portion of the 
speech deals with the fight against 
the increasing harassment and depor­
tation of undocumented Raza work­
ers by the U. S. Immigration Service. 
It will be published in a subsequent 
issue. 

"Perhaps inside the Democratic Party, 
working within the system, we are 
going to have the influence we all 
want." We have all heard this. Senator 
Montoya [D-N. M.] tells us every time 
we get together, "Why don't you fel­
lows work positively within the sys­
tem?' Mr. Roybal [D-Calif.] tells us 
the same thing. They all say the same 
thing, and then the labor leaders when 
they come to get our vote say the 
same thing. But let's see just what 
the labor movement has received 
being inside the Democratic Party. 

Since the labor movement doesn't 
control the party but is simply a bloc 
within a party that is controlled by 
others, it has received only crumbs. 
It has been able to defend itself so as 
not to be destroyed completely, but in 
reality the trade-union movement has 
not attained any great victories with 
that approach. In 194 7 the govern­
ment passed the Taft-Hartley law, and 
many of the labor leaders inside the 
Democratic Party said at that time, 
"Well, perhaps it isn't so bad after 
all. In the end they're going to reg­
ister all the communist labor leaders 

12 

and get them out so they don't bother 
us- these militants in the unions who 
keep trying to make us accountable, 
and who talk about rank-and-file con­
trol and worker power." 

The law was passed and the labor 
movement had one hand chained be­
hind its back. Later on in the 1950s 
after the most reactionary wave we 
have seen in decades,- McCarthyism 
-they passed the Landrum-Griffith 
Act. This tied the hands of labor even 
more. And now last year they have 
just established the Pay Board. This 
famous Pay Board, supported by 
Democrats and Republicans and sup­
ported by the labor movement, be­
trayed the workers and supports the 
corporations so they can continue 
getting larger and larger profits. 

Those are ·the results which make 
it evident that we are still playing 
with the illusion that perhaps within 
one of the two parties, perhaps within 
the Democratic Party, if all us 
mexicanos, all of us of La Raza, unite 
something will happen. As the gaba­
cho (white] politicians of the Demo­
cratic Party say, "Now when all of 
you 'meskins' get together, and you 
all get inside the Democratic Party, 
and you all vote as a bloc, then 
maybe we'll sit down and decide to 
name one of you who is eminently 
qualified to some meaningless posi­
tion." (Laughter and applause.] 

Every time the labor movement, 
with all its power inside the Demo­
cratic Party, has tried to control or 
benefit a little bit from the large cor­
porations, the real power has pushed 
it aside and laughed at it. In Texas, 
the "right to work" law still exists. 
In state after state controlled by Dem­
ocratic administrations these antilabor 
laws still exist. So then where is the 
great influence that the labor move­
ment has inside the Democratic Party? 
That's the little story they're trying 
to sell us. But no matter which party 
wins a nosotros nos siquen jodiendo, 
como dice el espaiiol [they'll continue 
screwing us, as the Spanish say]. 
(Laughter and applause.] 

We can see this now in the law that 
they're trying to pass against the long­
shoremen's strike on the West Coast. 
This is the end result of the politics 
of collaboration within one party that 
is controlled by the same group that 
controls the other party, and this is 
going to result in a great defeat for 
the workers movement in its totality. 
This is the final step of bankrupt and 
accomodationist politics. Perhaps at 
one time, during the years of (Frank­
lin D.] Roosevelt it was a viable pol­
icy. Perhaps at some time it had a 
certain validity. I don't know. But 
it is now clearly ridiculous. 

And this is what they want to sell 
us in 197 2. No less than 20 Chicano 
representatives of Muskie, of Kennedy, 
of all of them, have come to Califor­
nia. And they all come with the same 
tune-which doesn't go beyond three 
notes- "It's to our advantage. It's to 
our advantage because this time it 
will be different." How is it going to 
be any different if the only difference 
is the puppets they have up front? 
Behind the curtain are Morgan, 
Rockefeller, Carnegie, Vanderbilt.· 
They're all back there. The Chase 
Manhattan Bank, the Bank of Amer­
ica, the First National Bank of New 
York, the Boston group, and I con­
tinue mentioning them because those 
groups have a lot to do with us Chi­
canos, with La Raza, with Puerto Ri-

a 
cans and Central and South Amer­
icans. After all, who are the owners 
of ASARCO (American Smelting and 
Refining Company], of the great min­
ing corporations of Mexico, of Peru, 
or were (the owners] in Chile? They 
are Morgan, Rockefeller, and the rest. 
Who are the owners of the railroads 
of the Southwest, of the Southern Pa­
cific, of the Santa Fe, of the Texas 
Pacific, and all the rest? Look at the 
sides of the freight cars. They say 
"J.P. Morgan Company." Those are 
the owners of the railroads. 

Owners of industry 
Who are the owners of the indus­

tries, developed in the last hundred 
years under the capitalist system in 
the Southwest or western part of the 
United States? These same cats. They 
are the owners of almost all the new in­
dustry in Mexico. Eighty percent of 
Mexico's industry that is not in the 
hands of the government is penetrated 
in a dominant manner by the cap­
ital of these same five or six finan­
cial groups. This is the simple reality 
of the matter. And this situation is 
repeated in Central and South Amer­
ica, in the countries of the Caribbean, 
in Africa, and in all the underdevel­
oped nations controlled by these world 
capitalists. It is the same story. 

So when there is a strike in agri­
culture we are fighting against these 
same elements. They are the owners 

be coming from!] [Laughter and ap­
plause.] 

They have given the same prom-
ises and the same alternatives to the 

.labor movement that they give us­
crumbs. They parade before us the 
dilemma of the "lesser of two evils." 
"Come with us because we are less 
evil than the other one." But as this 
one guy says, "Bring me two preg­
nant women and even though one 
of them is only just a little bit preg­
nant, she's still pregnant." [Laughter 
and applause.] 

And the system knows how to ma­
nipulate. We have seen how from time 
to time they name a person with a 
Spanish surname to be an ambassa­
dor. They do the same thing with 
labor leaders. So we can't forget what 
our history has been, because they 
try to repeat our history, each time 
a little more polished, more sophis­
ticated, in order to serve those in pow­
er. A while back some gentlemen were 
pushing a new political party in this 
country, the New Democratic Coali­
tion. And they went to the campuses 
and had meetings with what they 
called "the leadership." And a lot of 
students went and asked some strong 
questions because they saw a certain 
simi~arity between this and the Dem­
ocratic Party in spite of the rhetoric. 
These Democrats, disguised as the 
New Democratic Coalition, use our 

Los Angeles raiJy, March 4, 1972, protesting increasing deportation of unc 
Demostration was organized by Hermandad General de Trabajadores. 

of the canneries. Not directly of 
course. They have names like Heinz, 
Vandecamp, Del Monte, the Green Gi­
ant, but in the end its the same. When 
there is a strike iri the mines against 
Kennecott, Anaconda, ASARCO, or 
St. Joseph's Lead, in the end we have 
to see that we are dealing with the 
same group. And they don't only 
dominate in the Southwest and the 
rest of the country but also in Mex­
ico and in Central and South Amer­
ica. It is very important that we know 
exactly what system controls these two 
political parties. Porque si nos vamos 
a meter al toril, hay que saber de 
donde vienen los taros! [Because if 
we are going to get into the bullpen 
we have to know where the bulls will 

rhetoric. They talk about ''liberation," 
being against oppression and racism, 
against the war. They are professors 
of terminology. But when we asked 
them if they were totally committed to 
struggle against the Democratic Par­
ty, come what may, to defend the 
interests of the Chicano vote in re­
lation to reapportionment, they began 
to vacillate saying, 'We support it in 
principle, but we don't know what the 
situation is here, etc." The same old 
stuff. When it comes from a party 
not controlled by the people, by the 
power of the masses, then it doesn't 
matter how they dress it. Pueden ves­
tir al mono de seda, pero mono se 
queda. [You can dress a monkey in 
silk but it's still a monkey.] 
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Understanding then how both par­
ties work in the political system in 
this country, how could we defend 
and promote our vital interests with­
in either party, especially the Dem­
ocratic Party? We already see what 
has happened to the trade-union 
movement. We have seen what has 
happened to the Black movement. De­
spite the fact that they have m:any 
elected officials, the mass of the Black 
people remain_ as poor as ever. Bru­
tality against Black people is as pro­
found as ever. 

Now, of course, it is a little different. 
It is more subtle, more disguised, and 
no longer a totally open racism. But 
a subtle poison can be worse than 
one with the label right out front. No 
one is going to take a bottle that 
says, "caution, arsenic." But if they 
give it to you as if it were water? 
[Laughter and applause.] That is the 
situation with this little party. Nos 
quieren hacer de chivos los tamales 
l They want to give us tamales made 
out of goat meat]. We know that if 
we get back into the Democratic Par­
ty, as some people are going around 
proposing, this time we are not only 
going to come _ out battered, as we 
always have, but skinned alive 
[laughter], a peeled onion. [Laughter 
and applause.] 

What has been the history of the 
mexicano in the United States? What 

~eumented Raza workers. 

has been the history of the peoples 
and countries of Latin America during 
the last hundred years? If we refuse 
to accept how the past has been a 
nightmare, then we don't have much 
of a future, because these two political 
parties are the preperty of the Rocke­
fellers, the Morgans, Vanderbilts, Car­
negies, and all those financial orga­
nizations they have established. 

What is the role that they have de­
fined for us? That we should be a 
perm.p,nent source of cheap labor for 
this economic system, always vulnera­
ble to exploitation. Because this sys­
tem is characterized by a very singu­
lar thing: nothing exists in private 
or semiprivate hands that is not for 
the purpose of producing profits. For 

THE MILITANT/APRIL 7, 1972 

ratic 
this reason, we have migrated to ev­
ery corner of this country. If this were 
not the case, then all of us would have 
stayed along the border, in the South­
west. But many times I find more 
people from New Mexico or Texas in 
the Northwest, for example, than in 
those states themselves. Why? Why do 
they go there-? Who takes them there? 
Do they go because they are masters 
of their own destiny? If that were so, I 
am sure that nuestra Raza [our peo­
ple] would not be wandering over 
there near Canada where it rains ev­
ery day and you almost drown six 
months out of the year, where you 
can't find dry corn to make good 
fat tortillas. People don't go there be­
cause they want to. You don't find 
theQJ. in Alaska freezing to death, fish­
ing and working in those smelly, dis­
ease-ridden fish packing plants because 
they want to. Why then do they go? 
Because the economic system has de­
nied them the possibility of making a 
decent living in El Valle in Texas, 
or a decent living in the country of 
their origin, Mexico. [Applause.] Be­
cause these same companies exploit 
there also. 

Even while accepting that many of 
the whites are also victims of this 
system, we have to point out that 
this system- based completely on 
profits and the exploitation of the 
masses by the few in order to obtain 
super profits- has catalogued us to 
serve forever as cheap labor in Mexi­
co, in central and South America, in 
the Southwest, the Midwest, in Alaska, 
or in the North Pole if they could 
make some profits. And they'll prob­
ably even send us to the moon to 
work the mines. [Applause.] What is 
the role that has been designated for 
Mexico or Central and South Amer­
ica? Simply the same thing, that of 
removing the raw materials from the 
mines of Mexico, Chile, Peru, at the 
lowest prices [so] that Venezuelan and 
Mexican petroleum appear in other 
areas at the cheapest possible prices. 
Even the large agricultural interests 
in the Southwest are moving canneries 
and packaging plants across the bor­
der because harvesting is cheaper in 
Mexico. Everything is based on pro­
ducing the greatest possible profits. 
And if we believe there is any other 
"mystique" to politics, we're dreaming. 
Nos hemos tragado no, no mas un 
atole, sino hasta el dedo. [We've not 
only swallowed the hook, line, and 
sinker, but the fishing pole as well.] 
[Laughter.] 

There comes a time in history when 
a people have no choice but to do 
what history calls upon them to do­
to break with such a vile history, with 
the nightmare of having been ex­
ploited, of always being vulnerable 
and never enjoying economic stability. 
We have never been part of the "Amer­
ican way of life," of the affluence or 
wealth of this country. As Mr [Sal­
vador] Ramirez said this morning 
the unionized workers, the white work­
ers, are justly complaining about the 
Pay Board and its decisions. They're 
complaining because their average 
earnings are $8,900 per year. What 
is to be said about our people in Los 
Angeles who don't receive more than 
$2,500 annually working in the gar­
ment or the electronics industries, in 
the canneries, or in the other indus­
tries where our people can get work? 
Or in South Texas where earnings 
don't reach $1;000? We are talking 
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about a very real situation- the plight 
of the masses of our people. 

'Our own party' 
On the basis of that experience, on 

the basis that these two parties have 
been nothing but promises- purely a 
love of words and not of deeds- there 
is only one way out, and that is to 
form our own party. And that is why 
La Raza Unida Party has been re­
ceiving the support of the people. That 
is why you have seen the successes in 
Crista[, in South Texas, in Colorado, 
in the campaign of Raul Ruiz [in Los 
Angeles], in other places. Because our 
people have said, "Ya Basta! 
[Enough!] We're up to here with the 
lies, with the tricks, and with the prom­
ises without deeds to back them up." 
The deeds don't exist to back up the 
promises, nor to guarantee anything 
so that we might have faith and count 
on something for the future within 
those parties. 

But what kind of party must our 
party be? Is it going to be simply a 
copy of the other parties to fight for 
political power within the system? If 
we are going to be satisfied with work­
ing within the framework the system 
has given us, if we think that our 
party, working within the system, is 
going to be able to push aside, to 
reject, the role assigned us by the 
large financial groups, by the great 
powers which control this nation, then 
we are dreaming. Then we are even 
more mistaken.-
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Los Angeles Raza Unida Party sup­
porters picket headquarters of 
Richard Alatorre, Democratic can­
didate in elections last fall. Votes 
won by RUP candidate Raul Ruiz 
led to Alatorre's defeat. 

Our party, first of all, must emanate 
from this history of betrayal, of ne­
glect, of exploitation, which has been 
our life here in this country, not only 
in the economic, social and cultural 
sphere, but in politics itself. That has 
been our history, and from there must 
emanate the very basis of our party. 
Every step that this Partido de La 
Raza Unida takes must fulflll a series 
of criteria. On-e of these, I believe, 
should be whether or not the action 
will strengthen the political indepen­
dence of our people. Second, whether 
the step or proposition is going to 

benefit the great mass of the poor of 
our people, or if it will benefit only a · 
few. And third, if an action will help 
develop or establish the means 
through which our people, our Raza, 
can determine its own destiny. If we 
ask these questions· every time that 
we support a candidate or a proposi­
tion, I don't think we're going to make 
so many errors. Errors we will make. 
Sometimes we deserve them, but as 
the saying goes, we are entitled to 
them. 

This party must see the reality of 
what our life has been here. If not, 
we will be no more than another chap­
ter in the history of the political ex­
ploitation of our people by the cap­
italist economic system and the two 
parties it controls. We can't play with 
a lion and expect that it will treat 
us as a kitten treats a lamb. And if 
we approach a wolf, and we are still 
little lambs, we will get eaten for sure. 
Thus we must always think out our 
steps and never be afraid to take an 
independent stand as the comrades of 
the Raza Unida Party in Texas have 
done- a position in which we bring 
upon ourselves the hatred of the op­
position and all those other elements 
controlled by the two parties. 

Only in that manner will we be able 
to march forward. I believe that if 
our party develops on the basis of 
political independence, with the deter­
mination that we are going to con­
trol our own lives- always rejecting • 
suicidal courses or the romances and 
serenades of the foundations with the 
little programs they offer us- then we 
will have a weapon that can authen­
tically represent our vital interests. 
We have to conceive a plan for deal­
ing with these two parties without ac­
comodating ourselves to them. And 
perhaps the only way that we can deal 
with them is in continuous battle. 

I believe there are great possibilities 
for La Raza Unida Party. In Southern 
California we did not achieve the big 
victory that we hoped for,- that of 
establishing our party through reg~ 
istration. In order to qualify as a 
legal party in California you have 
to register no less than 67,000 new 
voters in the Raza Unida Party. In 
order to fulfill that figure you have 
to register double that number, be­
cause the registrars of voters are ·very 
racist. Every Spanish surname they 
see come in on the lists they chal­
lenge or investigate by sending the 
people letters asking them to mail or 
bring in proof of their citizenship. 
Some of our people replied that they 
were citizens by treaty. So the registrar 
of voters asked for a copy of it. We 
sent him a copy of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe-Hidalgo. [Laughter.] 

But we are forging a unity of the 
Chicano youth, the women, the work­
ers, the farm workers, the old, and the 
poor. But already, the unity in Los 
Angeles where I live and work is 
reaching even a broader level. That 
is because of the very special exploita­
tion that exists there. Our unity has 
to include not only the Chicanos born 
here, but also those who come from 
Mexico and Central and South Amer­
ica with documents, and th~ose who 
come from there without documents 
- those people who are called . 
mojados [wetbacks] or "illegals." We 
don't accept these terms, because for 
us the only thing that is illegal is 
the Immigration Service. [Applause.] 
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'71 Socialist 

During the. week ending March 23, 
a total of 521 people from 32 states 
and the District of Columbia signed 
cards endorsing the Socialist Workers 
Party presidential campaign. This 
brings the number of endorsers to 
7,322. 

Of the 521 new endorsers, 134 were 
Afro-Americans for Jenness and Pul­
ley, bringing the total number of Afro­
American endorsers to 1,009. 

The top five states of the week were 
New Mexico, 82; Illinois, 67; Ala­
bama, 59; Michigan, 41; and Arizona, 
33. New Mexico and Arizona were 
recently visited by the Southwest 
Young Socialists for Jenness and Pul­
ley team. 

Three SWP candidates for the Austin, 
Texas, school board have been ruled 
off the ballot for the April 1 elections. 
Austin Independent School District At­
torney J. N. Patterson ruled that Eric 
Sell, Laura Maggi, and Howard Pet­
rick were ineligible because they re­
fused to sign a loyalty affidavit. The 
oath states in part that the candidates 
"believe in and approve of" as well 
as "support and defend ••• the pre­
sent representative form of govern­
ment." 

An appeal for a state court injunc­
tion was denied March 6. The Texas 
loyalty oath is currently being chal­
lenged in federal court by the SWP. 
The candidates. have pledged a write­
in campaign if refused ballot status. 

Walter L. Lowe, after an interview 
with Andrew Pulley, wrote the follow­
ing in the March 21 Chicago Sun­
Times: 

"While Shirley Chisholm beats the 
bushes for delegates ·and black poli­
ticians vie for power with the Dem­
ocratic Party, one black man has al­
ready been selected by his party as a 
vice-presidential candidate." 

Lowe quotes Pulley as saying, "Part 
of our program would be to tax those 
people who profit from the war, and 
who profit from racism-through rac­
ist employment and payment policies 
-1QO percent. ... There would be 
no tax on incomes of $10,000 or less, 
a graduated tax on income between 
$10,000 and $25,000 and income 
over $25,000 would be taxed 100 
percent. . " 

A recent issue of The New Paper, 
an underground paper at West Geor­
gia State College, printed the follow­
ing quote from Helen Keller: 

"We the people are not free. Our 
democracy is but a name. We vote? 
What does that mean? It means that 
we choose between Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee. We elect expensive mas­
ters "to do our work for us, and then 
blame them because they work for 
themselves and their class." 
-(1911) 

The New Paper adds that the 1972 
SWP campaign is "trYing to show 
people what the present political sys­
tem is really like and to offer a true 
choice- instead of the Democrats and 
Republicans (Tweedledum and Twee­
dledee)." 
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On March 25, the Lower Manhattan, 
N.Y., SWP campaign sponsored a 
new and used book sale, raising $675 
for the socialist campaign. The book 
sale will be continued on local cam­
puses. 

Mark Schneider of the San Francisco 
YSJP reports that Linda Jenness re­
ceived 62 votes (5.9 percent) in a 
poll taken by the National Youth Cau­
cus on March 1-3 at San Francisco 
College. Jenness fmished ahead of 
Lindsay who received 42 votes; Wal­
lace, 23; Humphrey, 21; Jackson, 9; 
Ashbrook, 4; Yorty, 1; and Hartke, 
0. McGovern received 276 votes; Chis­
holm, 169; McCloskey, 94; McCarthy, 
89; Muskie, 87; and Nixon, 78. The 
poll was taken on the corner of 19th 
Avenue and Holloway, where students 
catch the trolley. 

The following are excerpts from mail 
recently received by the SWP national 
campaign office: 
"I read that Mayor Lindsay had pub­
licly committed himself to debate 
Linda Jenness. Try to have it in New 
York City, even though Mayor 
Lindsay is out campaigning instead 
of trying to do his job. Linda Jenness 
would get the strongest support here." 
Patrick Barbanes, New York City. 

"We recently organized a YSJP here 
in Cedar Falls on the University of 
Northern Iowa campus. We took this 
action after a YSJP traveling group 
came to our campus." YSJP, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa. 

"I read your article in the Guardian 
(March 22) entitled • SWP Charts 
Course for Elections.' I would like 
some information on the Socialist 
Workers Party and would appreciate 
your sending it to me. Thank you." 
from Franklin, Ind. 

"People: I'd be most interested in re­
ceiving the McGovern Truth Kit and 
other political particulars. I'm sorry 
I'm not able to make a monetary 
contribution, but I'm in prison. I'm 
just becoming politically aware and 
I'd like to know all I can. Thank you. 
Peace," S. W., Shelton, Wash. 

And a telegram from a high school 
student in Canada: "Have been read­
ing about the campaign in The Mili­
tant STOP It's a great campaign and 
paper STOP Continuons le combat 
STOP Venceremos STOP Keep fight­
ing, and don't stop STOP P. S. $10.00 
for matching fund." David Johnson, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

Rare-button collectors: A limited num­
ber of 1964 and 1968 SWP campaign 
buttons are available from the na­
tional campaign office. Cost: $1 each. 

Copies of Linda Jenness' March 14 
statement on gay liberation (see page 
21) are availaole from the national 
campaign office. Send all requests for 
campaign materials and contributions 
to SWP Campaign, 706 Broadway, 
Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Telephone: (212) 260-4150. 

-STEVE BEREN 

Jenness, McGovern 
speak at U of Wis. 
By JANICE LYNN 
MARCH 27- Linda Jenness, Social­
ist Workers Party candidate for presi­
dent, and Senator George McGovern 
addressed students at the University 
of Wisconsin at Madison March 26 
as part of an Election '72 Sympo­
sium sponsored by the Wisconsin Stu­
dent Association. 

Supporters of Linda Jenness on the 
Madison campus issued leaflets and 
campaign publicity urging McGovern 
to agree to a public debate since both 
candidates were scheduled to address 
students the same 'i:lay, but McGovern 
refused. 

The 3,500 students who attended 
the McGovern meeting were greeted 
with a huge banner draped across 
the top of the bleachers saying "DE­
BATE JENNESS," and three or four 
campaign posters urging students to 
vote for Jenness in the CHOICE '72 
presidential preference poll to be held 
on the campus March 2 8. 

After McGovern's talk, a series of 
panelists questioned him. One of the 
panelists, Sally Moore from the Madi­
son Women's Abortion Coalition, ex­
plained that she had been following 
the exchanges between McGovern and 
Linda Jenness and had found them 
quite educational. However, she said, 
she had been shocked to read in the 
papers that McGovern had called the 
Socialist Workers Party "a bunch of 
liars." She said she had never known 
either Linda Jenness or the Socialist 
Workers Party to personally attack 
McGovern. At this point, McGovern 
interrupted and said, "Are you kid­
ding?" 

Moore asked McGovern if he would 
agree to publicly debate the political 
differences between the two campaigns. 

McGovern answered that he was 
campaigning for the nomination of 
his party, and that he was not going 
to "waste his time" debating people 
who are not in the Democratic Party, 
"including Nixon _and Jenness." He 
proceeded to explain that "the most 
extensive piece of campaign literature" 
he had seen was a "pamphlet in which 
they [the YSJP] call me a 'warmon­
ger,' "and that he would stand by his 
statement that the Socialist Workers 
Party is "a bunch of liars." 

After McGovern's talk, Jenness ad­
dressed a meeting of 250. Jenness an­
swered McGovern's charges, explain­
ing that the word "warmonger" was 
not used in the pamphlet to which 
McGovern had referred. "This is the 

pamphlet McGovern was talking 
about," said Jenness, holding up a 
copy of Everything You Always 
Wanted to Know About George Mc­
Govern ... , "and it is available for 
just 25 cents. You can read it and 
see for yourselves who is telling the 
truth." The pamphlet reveals Mc­
Govern's consistent record of voting 
for military appropriations. 

"I want to have a debate," Jenness 
continued, "a public debate where we 
can deal with the real political issues." 

The Madison chapter of Young So­
cialists for Jenness and Pulley reports 
that it immediately sold all 60 Mc­
Govern pamphlets it had in stock, and 
signed up many new endorsers of the 
Socialist Workers campaign. 

The YSJP is continuing to campaign 
for Jenness in the CHOICE '72 mock 
election in Madison as well as for a 
"yes" vote on the three referendum 
questions: repeal of all anti-abortion 
laws, immediate withdrawal from 
Southeast Asia, and amnesty for all 
draft resisters. 

As part of the CHOICE '72 pro­
gram, the Wisconsin Student Associa­
tion is also sponsoring talks by presi­
dential candidates Eugene McCarthy 
and Shirley Chisholm, and Commu­
nist vice-presidential candidate Jarvis 
Tyner. 

Statewide results are not yet in on 
the IMPACT '72 poll conducted on 25 
Texas campuses in March. At the Uni­
versity of Houston, however, Linda 
Jenness finished tenth in a field of 15 
candidates. She received 40 votes. 
Nixon came in first with 809 votes, 
followed by Muskie with 374; McGov­
ern, 366; and Chisholm, 149. 

Immediate withdrawal from South­
east Asia won by a 3-to-2 margin in 
the University· of Houston poll. Stu­
dents also voted 1,537 to 633 for re­
pealing all abortion laws. In a unani­
mous vote, 2,125 students supported 
lowering the age of majority in Texas 
to 18. Approximately 2,400 U of H 
students participated in IMPACT '72 
out of a student body of 28,000. 

The following dates have been set 
for other CHOICE '72 polls: Temple 
University (Philadelphia), April 19-
20; Worcester State College and Clark 
University (Worcester, Mass.), April 
18-19; Tufts University and Univer­
sity of Massachusetts (Medford, 
Mass.), April 18-19; University of 
Rhode Island (Kingston), April 18; 
Stonehill College (North Easton, 
Mass.), April 19. 

Miller debates young 
Democrats in N.Y. 
NEW YORK- Seventy-five people at­
tended ·a March 24 debate between 
Laura Miller, a national coordinator 
of Young Socialists for Jenness and 
Pulley; Jon Sieber of Youth for 
Muskie; and Mauro Casci, a Lindsay 
supporter, at the Lower Manhattan 
Militant Labor Forum. 

Sieber and Casci claimed during the 
debate that youth could be effective 
only by working through the Demo­
cratic Party. Miller responded that 
"Everything we, the American people, 
have won, every political advance we 
have made, has been the result of 
uncompromising struggle against the 
system and the two parties that repre­
sent it. ... The eight-hour day, the 
abolition of child labor, the right of 
women and Blacks to vote ... this 
is what we have gained by fighting 

independently. This is what the so­
cialist campaign stands for- effective­
ness, winning what we want." 

Miller addressed 80 people the fol­
lowing evening at a New Haven rally 
to launch the campaign of John Rat­
liff, SWP candidate for U. S. Congress 
in the 3rd C. D. in Connecticut. 

During her tour of New York, Mil­
ler also debated a representative of 
Young Americans for Freedom at 
Queens College, and a professor at 
the State University of New York in 
Albany. The theme of both debates, 
which drew 50 students at each school, 
was "Can a socialist program win in 
the United States?" 

Miller also spoke at Harpur College 
in Binghamton, N.Y., where three stu­
dents asked to join the Young So­
cialist Alliance. 



Jenness, Pulley tour Texas; Ill. 
By RALPH BATES 
and JOHN HOTCHKISS 
LUBBOCK, Texas- The school ad­
ministration at Texas Tech Univer­
sity in Lubbock, Texas, has backed 
down on its refusal to recognize the 
Young Socialist Alliance as a cam­
pus organization. This action came 
after 460 students on campus turned 
out March 21 to hear Linda Jenness, 
SWP presidential candidate. Two days 
later, the administration reversed its 
veto of the Committee' on Student Or­
ganization's unanimous decision in fa­
vor of recognizing the YSA. The CSO 
has reconfirmed its approval of the 
YSA as a legitimate campus group. 

Photo by R. Bates 

Linda Jenness with Mary Lou de 
Ia Cerda, a Chicana activist in Lub­
bock, Texas. 

The huge turnout for Jenness's meet­
ing rebuffed administration attempts 
to harass campaign supporters who 
were publicizing the event. Jenness also 
held a successful press conference 
while in Lubbock, drawing three TV 
stations, five radio stations, and lo­
cal newspapers. The University Daily, 
the Texas Tech student newspaper, 
covered Jenness's campus speech in 
a front-page article. 

By SHERRY SMITH 
HOUSTON -Jenness addressed more 
than 100 people here at a banquet 

held at the South Park Community 
Parrish on March 25. Campaign sup­
porters came from as far away as 
Baton Rouge, La., and Wichita Falls, 
Texas, to hear Jenness; Steve Watten­
maker, active-duty GI running for 
U.S. Congress in the 20th C. D. on 
the SWP ticket; David Cantu, an ac­
tivist in La Raza Unida Party and 
writer for Papel Chicano who supports 
the SWP campaign; Jo Nelson, Wom­
en's Advocate at the University of 
Houston; Roger Spencer, Afro-Amer­
icans for Jenness and Pulley; and Jeff 
Dillon, Huntsville Young Socialists for 
Jenness and Pulley. A collection fol­
lowing the speeches raised $500. 

Jenness toured the Houston city jail, 
and explained on TV afterward that 
the SWP will be initiating a suit in 
New York for the right of prisoners 
to hear candidates and receive cam­
paign literature. Previously, both Deb­
by Leonard, SWP candidate for gov­
ernor of Texas, and Andrew Pulley, 
SWP vice-presidential candidate, had 
been denied permission to visit the 
city jail. 

The South Texas Junior College 
Young Democrats sponsored a meet­
ing for Jenness, after the school ad­
ministration refused to allow a meet­
ing sponsored by the YSJP on the 
grounds that the YSJP has not. re~ 
ceived official campus recognition. 

Forty Black students at Texas 
Southern University heard Jenness. 
While in Houston she also spoke at 
Bel Aire High School, Worthing High 
School, Rice University, and St. 
Thomas College. 

Of the 65 students who attended Jen­
ness' speech at Sam Houston State 
College in Huntsville, 30 signed cards 
endorsing the SWP tickt. 

Jenness' Texas tour received cover­
age on radio and TV, in the Houston 
Post, Papel Chicano, the San Antonio 
Light, and the San Antonio Express­
News. 

Seventy-five people signed cards en­
dorsing the SWP campaign during 
Jenness's visit to Texas. Fifteen peo­
ple asked to join the Young Socialist 
Alliance. 

By WILLA MADDEN 
CHICAGO- The second week of An­
drew Pulley's March 15-29 tour of 
the Midwest region established three 
new locals of the Young Socialist Al­
liance-in St. Louis, Mo.; Davenport, 
Iowa; and Elmwood, Ill. Seventy-two 
people, including 15 Afro-Americans, 
signed up as endorsers of the Socialist 
Workers Party campaign during meet­
ings organized for the vice-presiden­
tial candidate. 

Pulley's largest meeting, at St. Am­
brose College in Davenport, Iowa, 
drew 100 students. He also spoke at 

SWP certified 
on ballot in Mich. 
The State of Michigan officially cer­
tified the Socialist Workers Party 
for ballot status on March 21. Thus 
Michigan became the first state to 
rule on the acceptability of signa­
tures filed in behalf of the SWP 
campaign. 

A little more than 14,000 sig­
natures are required to recognize 
a new party in Michigan. The SWP 
filed 28,732. 

SWP campaign supporters have 
already filed a total of more than 
100,000 signatures on nominating 
petitions in seven states: Michigan 
(28,732}; Florida (51 ,600}; Ken­
tucky (2,007}; Utah (973}; Ohio 
(9,767}; Indiana (16,500}; and Ver­
mont (500}. In addition, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania petitioners have ob­
tained a total of 7,000 signatures 
to win ballot status for SWP con­
gressional candidates. 

Washington University in St. Louis; 
Knox College in Galesburg, Ill.; and 
to 50 students at Elmwood High 
School, where 22 students endorsed 
the Jenness-Pulley ticket. 

In St. Louis, the Cairo United Front 
radio program interviewed Pulley. He 
also appeared on Davenport, Iowa, 
television for a 90-minute interview. 

Conn. SWP campaign launched 
NEW HAVEN, Conn., March 25-
Eighty people attended a $3-a-plate 
banquet and a rally here tonight to 
launch the campaign of John Ratlifft 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
U.S. Congress from Connecticut's 3rd 
C. D. The event raised $733 for the 
socialist campaign. 

Ratliff announced at the rally that 
his campaign supporters were orga­
nizing a petition drive to meet the 
requirement of 1,800 signatures to 
place his name on the Connecticut 
ballot. 

Scoring the record of his incumbent 
opponent, Democrat Robert Giaimo, 
in support of the war in Southeast 
Asia, Ratliff urged participation in the 

antiwar demonstrations scheduled for 
New Haven on April 15 and for New 
York and Los Angeles on April 22. 

Ratliff called for the immediate with­
drawal of British troops from North­
ern Ireland, contrasting his position 
to Giaimo's suggestion that the United 
States intervene and "mediate" the civil 
rights struggle there. 

In his speech, Ratliff also expressed 
his support for the Women vs. Con­
necticut class action suit against the 
state's anti-abortion law. He called 
on his campaign supporters to help 
build the May 1-6 Abortion Action 
Week activities planned for New 
Haven and other cities. 

Ed Miles, a member of Vietnam Vet-

erans Against the War (VVAW), and 
Cliff Bush, president of the Black Stu­
dents Union at the University of New 
Haven, also spoke at the rally. Miles 
endorsed Ratliff's campaign and 
called for support to the April 22 anti­
war actions. Solidarizing himself with 
the SWP's demand for Black control 
of the Black community, Bush urged 
participation in the African Liberation 
Day demonstration in Washington, 
D. C., on May 27. 

Other speakers at the rally included 
B. R. Washington, New York SWP 
candidate for U.S. Congress from 
Harlem, and Laura Miller, a national 
coordinator of Young Socialists for 
Jenness and Pulley. 

Chisholm opposed to amnesty 
BOSTON- Democratic presidential 
contender Representative Shirley Chis­
holm (N.Y.) spoke in Framingham, 
Mass., on March 25 to a meeting of 
800 people. Citizens for Participation 
Politics sponsored the event. 

During the question and answer pe­
riod, Chisholm was asked to explain 
the differences between her campaign 
and George McGovern's. Chisholm re­
sponded: "George and I are very good 
friends. We see eye-to~eye on a lot of 
issues and a lot of things. The major 
difference is that George is a man and 
I'm a woman; George is white and 
I'm Black." 
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A member of Young Socialists for 
Jenness and Pulley asked Chisholm 
if she would debate Linda Jenness, 
presidential candidate of the Socialist 
Workers Party. "First of all, I will not 
debate with anybody else unless all 
the other candidates are going to do 
it also," Chisholm answered. She went 
on to say, "I don't understand why 
there are certain groups in this coun­
try who will pick out Shirley Chis­
holm and_ hound her every place she 
goes .... I think that if you're going 
to project your candidate [Jenness] 
I think first of all you should pro­
ject candidates who meet the require-

ments of age, if nothing else." Senator 
McGovern has also used Jenness's age 
as an excuse for not debating her. 

Chisholm stated at the meeting that 
she opposed amnesty for draft resist­
ers and deserters. "I think to have 
complete amnesty at this point for 
those fellows, as contrasted to the oth­
er fellows who are still serving in this 
immoral war, will damage the morale 
of soldiers who are still at war." 

The YSJP passed out the "Open Let­
ter to the Chisholm Campaign from 
Linda Jenness and Andrew Pulley" 
during the meeting. Forty copies of 
The Militant were sold. 

13,858 

----6,929 

$20,000 
campaign 

Matching Fund 

Drive 
enters 
final 

weeks 
With two-and-one-half weeks 
remaining, the Socialist Cam­
paign Matching Fund has 
reached a total of $13,858 for 
the Jennes~Pulley campaign. 
The $6,929 sent in to the na­
tional campaign office thus f~r 
has been matched by the Cali­
fornia campaign supporter 
who is matching all contribu­
tions to the campaign, up to 
$10,000. The Matching Fund 
drive concludes April 14. 

The $1,655 sent in to the 
national campaign office this 
week included a $500 contri­
bution from San Francisco, 
$100 from Cleveland, $100 
from illinois, a $150 pledge 
from Detroit, and 40 percent 
of the collection of $700 taken 
at the New Haven, Conn. So­
cialist Workers Campaign ral­
ly on March 25. 

----------( ) I can contribute $ _ to the 
$20,000 Matching Fund 
( ) I can contribute $_to the 
Matching Fund at the rate of 
$- per month between now and 
November. 
Name ______ , 

Address _____________ ___ 

Ci~-· --------------------

State Zip---­
Mall to: Socialist Workers Cam­
paign Committee, 706 Broadway, 
Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003. 
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Racists organize against Ga. busing order 
By CLIFF CONNER 
ATLANTA- Recent antibusing protests in Geor­
gia have attracted national attention and provided 
racist campaign fodder for demagogic politicians. 
Centered in Augusta, Ga., they arose as a response 
to a U. S. district court order that Richmond Coun­
ty schools, including Augusta's, must desegregate. 

The order did not mention busing but required 
that previously all Black and all white schools 
be "paired" and "clustered," leading to a large re­
assignment of pupils. Bus rides are provided by 
the school system for any children living a mile 
or more away from their school. 

The reaction of white parents was strongest at 
the time when the first seven schools were deseg­
regated. On Feb. 15 an organized busing boy­
cott kept approximately 95 percent of Augusta's 
white pupils home from school. Two weeks later 
another boycott, planned to coincide with Nixon's 
return from China, was 85 percent successful 
among white pupils. It was called as a statewide 
boycott, however, and lack of support from other 
areas led its organizers to assess it as a failure. 

When four more schools were desegregated on 
March 15, attention again focused on the issue, 
but the response this time was significantly weaker. 
Prior to the "statewide" boycott on Feb. 29, a 
rally of 5,000 whites had been held in Augusta; 
on March 15 only about 900 people participated 
in rallies, and no boycott was organized. 

The movement peaked with the Feb. 29 activ­
ities. A number of top-ranking elected officials 
in Georgia, including Lieutenant Governor Lester 
Maddox, enthusiastically supported the rallies and 
boycotts. Even "New South" Governor Jimmy Car­
ter, who won election in 1970 by projecting a 

liberal, Kennedy-type image, agreed that since ~the 
massive forced busing . . . in Richmond County 
is the most serious threat to education I can re­
member . . . it would be all right for Georgia 
parents to hold their children out of school briefly." 

Carter was advocating an illegal act, since the 
. district court issued an injunction against boy­
cotts and other activities aimed at sabotaging the 
desegregation order. He later withdrew his en­
dorsement of the boycott, but continued to op­
pose busing. 

Although the white parents are obviously con­
cerned with maintaining the relatively higher qual­
ity educational opportunities for their children at 
the expense of Black children, many are reluc­
tant to admit that racism is at the root of their 
movement 

Ms. Freddie Childress, one of the organizers 
of the Augusta white parents group, Citizens for 
Neighborhood Schools (CNS), told the Atlanta 
Constitution that while "racial overtones" are pres­
ent in the antibusing protests, she believes that 
the "motive" behind the court order- to improve 
educational opportunities for Blacks- is good. She 
admitted, however, that her primary concern is 
the rights of white children. 

This sort of hypocrisy is most often buttressed 
by arguments of "inconvenience to the school cP.il­
dren." In Augusta, however, the antibusing motives 
are a bit more transparent since no child involved 
in desegregation transfers will have to ride more 
than eight miles from home. "Distance in busing 
is not really a problem here," CNS attorney 0. 
Torbitt Ivey Jr. admitted. 

"Busing is not the issue here. . . . The big lie 
that Black schools are as good as white schools 

has come back to haunt the white man," one Black 
testified at a public hearing in Augusta.· Daniel 
Cross, president of the Augusta NAACP, told the 
hearing, "Our Black schools today do not come 
up to the standards of white schools." 

A coalition of Black organizations in the Au­
gusta area has called for actions during the Mas­
ters Golf Tournament in early April and for a 
boycott of white merchants. Support of school 
desegregation is one of several demands being 
raised. 

In a statement to the press March 1 in Augusta, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. Senate · 
Alice Conner supported efforts by Black parents 
to obtain quality education for their children. She 
called for "massive federal, state, and local funds 
to be made available to, and placed under the 
control of, the Black community." 

N.Y. Blacks: community control real issue 
By TONY THOMAS 
Is busing a panacea for the problems of Black 
education? ·An article in the March 20 New York 
Times surveying the experiences of Afro-American 
parents and students in New York City provides 
some useful insights into this question. 

It is clear from the article that many of the 
parents of the 11,000 youth who are enrolled 
in voluntary ·busing programs feel that busing 
will provide a better education than their chil­
dren were able to find in the wretched schools 
in the Black community. These 11,000 students 
'represent about 1 percent of the New York City 
school population, which is almost 60 percent 
Black and Puerto Rican. 

"It wasn't for the sake of integration," Kenneth 
Gill, a · B~ack pharmacist in the St. Albans sec­
tion of Queens, replied when the Times asked why 
his children are bused into schools in Forest Hills, 

a predominantly white section of Queens. "It was 
for the sake of getting a better education for our 
kids." 

Gill described the education his children received 
in a neighborhood school before being bused: 
"It was on triple session, and it was a bad school. 
There was very little education going on." 

Mary Gill described the choices they faced by 
saying, "It was either the children being psycho­
logically affected by going out of the neighbor­
hood or damaged academically.'~ -

The article pointed out that "Some Black par­
ents complain that their children are segregated 
even after they get to the predominantly white 
schools. The existence of all-Black classes within 
'integrated' schools was documented by David 
Rogers in his book, 11 0 Livingston Street. ... " 
"Tracking" systems in these schools herd Black 
children into all-Black classes on the basis of their 

supposedly "low" educational levels. Thus, the "in­
tegrated" schools serve as extensions of the same 
racist educational system these pupils supposedly 
"leff' in the Black community. 

Leon Lazarus, acting principal of Public School 
144-which one of the Gills' children attends­
told the Times that hardly any of the Black stu­
dents are in the school orchestra, although a quar­
ter of the students are Black, because they can­
not afford to rent the instruments. 

David X. Spencer, chairman of the governing 
board of Harlem's Intermediate School 201, told 
the Times that he and other Black activists had 
become frustrated with such experiences with "in­
tegrated" education-"a frustration that has finally 
rebounded into the fight by Blacks for control 
of their community schools," the Times wrote. 

" ... give us the money, let us control our own 
schools and we'll give [Afro-American children] 
quality education," Spencer said. 

By Any Means Necessary 
RHODESIAN ORE ENTERS U. S. At the Burnside 
Terminal in Louisiana, 25,000 tons of Rhodesian 
chrome ore were unloaded March 20. This signifies 
the end of the ban on Rhodesian goods the U. S. 
had instituted in 1966 following a United Nations 
vote for economic sanctions against the Ian Smith 
regime. 

The entry of the ore sparked organized protests 
by African-Americans. Five days before the ore 
arrived, about 300 Blacks demonstrated outside 
the terminal. According to the March 16 New 
York most of them were students from 

Demonstrators at Burnside, March 20. 
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Southern University, 20 miles away in Baton 
Rouge. A Black Louisiana state legislator was 
reported among the demonstrators. 

The group responsible for the protesf was called 
the Committee of Blacks Against Oppression. They 
had expeCted the shipment to arrive that day. 

When the ore did arrive, the March 21 Times 
reported, 40 Black protesters were- on hand. They 
were met by deputy sheriffs who aimed shotguns 
at them. Two demonstrators were arrested for 
allegedly trespassing on terminal property. 

But the students -were not the only ones dis­
playing opposition. The predominantly Black Ba­
ton Rouge local of the International Longshore­
men's Association that works the Burnside 
Terminal refused to unload the ore. Another 
"union," the Operating Engineers, did the work. 

The ore will be followed by other Rhodesian 
products. The events leading to this renewed trade 
are a good example of how the corporations and 
government work hand in hand in supporting 
t~e racist regimes in southern Africa. 

Union Carbide and the Foote Mineral Co. of 
Exton, Pa. were major opponents of imposing 
sanctions against Rhodesia after it declared "inde­
pendence" from Britain in November 1965. Their 
concern stems from the fact that Rhodesia, with 
a population of 250,000 whites and 5 million 
Blacks, has the world's largest-known reserves 
of high-grade chrome ore outside the Soviet Union. 

Union Carbide quickly bought 150,000 tons 
of the ore in 1966 to thwart the sanctions, but the 
Johnson administration refused to recognize the 
purchase. In 1970, however, the Nixon adminis­
tration granted an exception. 

After the ban, most U. S. chrome was purchased 

from the Soviet Union. This provided a pretext 
for Senator Harry Byrd Jr. (Ind-Va.) and Rep­
resentative James Collins ( D-Tex.) to introduce 
legislation early last year prohibiting the pres­
ident from banning importation of "strate~c" com­
modities from "free world" countries when those 
same commodities were being imported from a 
"Communist country." . 

Although the bill died in the Foreign Affairs 
committees of the House and the Senate, the Armed 
Services Committee of the Senate subsequently 
picked it up and attached it to the Military Pro­
curement Act then being considered. Both Foote 
and Union Carbide were doing extensive lobby­
ing in behalf of the measure. And Nixon's silence 
about it meant in effect White House endorsement 

The measure passed the Senate last October, 
the House in November, and was signed into 
law by the president Jan. 1. 

The 25,000 tons of ore unloaded March 20 
was the first shipment of 150,000 tons purchased 
by Foote. The actions by the Blacks may be the 
harbinger of protests to come. 

JACKSON STATE SUIT TURNED DOWN BY­
ALL-WHITE JURY. Last week a federal court 
jury in Biloxi, •Miss., deliberated three days be­
fore acquitting several highway patrolmen and 
Jackson, Miss., policemen of any liability in a 
damage suit seeking $13.8-million. The suit was 
flied by the relatives of two Jackson State Col­
lege students killed and by three other students 
wounded in May, 1970, when the police invaded 
the campus and fired on defenseless antiwar and 
antidraft demonstrators. 

-DERRICK MORRISON 



Lordstown 
strike 
settled 
By HERMAN KIRSCH 
LORDSTOWN, Ohio, March 27 -A 
meeting today of 3,500 General Mo­
tors Assembly Division (GMAD) 
workers ratified an agreement to re­
turn to work after 22 days on strike. 
The vote was 2,040 for ratification, 
with 940 against. 

Union officers- flanked by Irving 
Bluestone, UA W General Motors di­
rector from Detroit, and William Cas­
stevens, UA W regional director- held 
a news conference during the counting 
of the votes and declared that the 
union had won "everything." 

About 50 workers in the GMAD 
skilled trades walked out of the meet­
ing, angered by the decision that they 
would not be allowed to vote sep­
arately. The UA W constitution grants 
the skilled-trades workers a separate 
vote in the ratification of a new con­
tract. Nearly 300 of the 600 skilled 
workers in the Assembly Division met 
afterwards in the Local 1112 UAW 
union hall. 

Production of Chevrolet Vegas was 
brought to a halt by the strike that 
reportedly cost GM $150-million in 
sales. 

According to the UA W spokesman 
at the news conference, all but 130 
of the approximately 670 workers laid 
off by GMAD in the past six months 
would be recalled. The figures are 
approximate, since GMAD has refused 
to reveal to the local union the exact 
number of laid-off workers. As a re­
sult, Local 1112 has filed a complaint 
of unfair labor practices with the N a­
tiona! Labor Relations Board. 

One worker pessimistically confided 
to this reporter: '"Nothing is really 
settled. It's going to be the same thing 
all over again." 

In the present settlement, 800 out 
of 1,200 disciplinary layoffs will be 
cleared. The 800 workers involved 
will be granted pay for lost time. 

Another 1,200 standard grievances 
-cases where workers complained 
that changes in assignments gave them 
more work than they could perform 
-were also settled. 

Irving Bluestone said that the last 
issue settled in the dispute was plant­
wide, inverse seniority. Under inverse 
seniority, workers with more time in 
the plant can choose to be laid off 
before a younger worker. Then they 
can collect 95 percent of weekly wages 
under Supplementary Unemployment 
Benefits (SUB), provided under the 
UA W contract. 

Bluestone said that workers would 
now get "partial, wall-to-wall (plant­
wide] transfer rights," every three 
months instead of the previous six 
months. Transfer rights allow workers 
to bid to change assignments for what 
are considered better jobs or shifts. 

Union members complained after the 
meeting that GMAD would not follow 
the agreement. Said one mem her, 
"How does anyone know of an open­
ing in another department? The com­
pany d·oes not post openings." 

Romey Pillery, 28, with four years 
seniority, asked me, "How would you 
like to run up and down an assembly 
iine eight hours long?' He added, "A 
man has obligations at home, too. 
I'm in condition, so I can handle the 
regular speed on the line [regular 
speed is one car every 36 seconds 
·-H. K.]. But if they speed it up even 
a little, or add one or two assignments, 
you can feel it. It creates sexual and 
mental problems at home." 

The ratification vote, the large num­
ber of workers who did not attend 
the meeting, and discussions with 
some union members after the meet-

Continued on page 22 
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American Indian Movem'lliUhls 
brutalill humiliation otlndians 
By PAUL BOUTELLE 
LINCOLN, Neb.- At the headquarters of the· American 
Indian Movement (AIM) here, the Lincoln Indian Center 
Inc., I spoke to AIM board member Ago Sheridan on 
March 10. This was three days after a demonstration in 
Gordon, Neb., that some estimate involved 2,200 Indians. 
The action was a protest against the murder of Raymond 
Yellow Thunder. 

Sheridan and I discussed the case of Yellow Thunder, 
the AIM-organized protest in Gordon, the situation faced 
by Indians in this area, and the organization and goals 
of AIM. 

The body of Yellow Thunder, a 51-year-old Oglala 
Sioux, was found in a Gordon car lot Feb. 20, .seven 
days after he had been brutally assaulted by drunken 
American Legionnaires. During an American Legion 
dance in Gordon Feb. 13, Yellow Thunder, who was 
minding his own business, was seized outside the dance 
hall by five Legionnaires, stripped from the waist down 
and thrown in on the dance floor. His death resulted from 
injuries sustained in this incident · 

The five men who assaulted Yellow Thunder were 
charged with manslaughter and "false imprisonment" I 
asked Sheridan what he thought of these indictments. 

"He was murdered any way you look at it," Sheridan 
answered. "These five white men were drunk and decided 
to whip an Indian. They whipped him, and they did a 
good job of it. The way it was handled was wrong. These 
men have been charged with false imprisonment. You 
don't take someone who has killed a man and charge 
him with false imprisonment! That in itself shows the at­
titude of the rich ranchmen around Gordon. I think if 
five Indians had killed a white man, the whole thing 
would have been turned around." 

We had just heard the results of a second autopsy show­
ing that Yellow Thunder's remains bore no evidence of 
torture or mutilation. Sheridan County Attorney Michael 
Smith, in an earlier statement predicting that this would 
be the result of the autopsy, said that after the autopsy, 
the AIM protest would "fizzle." I asked Sheridan to com­
ment. 

"Suspicion that Yellow Thl!nder had been mutilated arose 
because his sister was not allowed to see the body. So 
she came to the American Indian Movement, and our 
answer was to congregate in Gordon and begin to get 
down to the facts- because justice was not done the first 
time. The second autopsy has shown that the body was 
not mutilated, but we got the second autopsy. We also 
got action on other grievances. I don't know why Michael 
Smith thinks that's a fizzle." 

Sheridan told me about other incidents involving bru­
tality against and humiliation of Indians in Gordon, in 
Lincoln, and in other parts of the state. In response to 
the March 7 demonstration, one official action was the 
suspension of a deputy sheriff against whom the Indians 
had complaints. According to Sheridan, this deputy had 
assaulted and raped Indian women while they were in 
jail. "All they did was fire him," Sheridan said, "but there 
should be charges brought against him too." 

"Another case took place in Alliance, Neb.," Sheridan 
continued. "Four people died in jail there, and they 
claimed all four were suicides. Now, I find that hard to 
believe- that four people in jail on a drunk charge are 
all going to hang themselves." 

Sheridan related the story of a woman named Yellow 
Hawk, who had been subjected to humiliating treatment 
by a woman working in the county food-stamp office. 
"When Yellow Hawk had finished her business there," 
Sheridan said, "this woman got up with a deoderant spray_ 
and walked around spraying the chair and the area where 
Yellow Hawk had been sitting." AIM protested and had 
the county employee removed from her job. "We put a lot 
of pressure on them," Sheridan said, "and the whole atti­
tude of the people who work in that office now has 
changed completely." 

Housing and jobs 
There are also housing and employment problems for 

Indians living in Lincoln. Sheridan said that landlords 
will charge an Indian family up to $150 a month for an 
apartment that rents to a white person for $85 or $90 
a month. "The majority of us are poor people," Sheridan 
said, "and can't afford to pay $150 a month- it really 
comes to about $180 after you count utilities." 

Looking for a job in Lincoln, Sheridan said, an Indian 
"is made to feel just like he's having dirt put right in his 
face." 

The Gordon protest is the largest demonstration so far 
staged by the Native American movement in Nebraska. 
Participation as well as publicity gave the action national 
scope. Sheridan and others in the office agreed that 2,200 
is very close to an accurate figure for the total participa­
tion. "And the people came from all over," Sheridan said. 
"There were Sioux from both Dakotas, Navajo from New 

Mexico, Indians from California, Florida, Cleveland, New 
York, the Carolinas- from everywhere." He commented, 
"We were very pleased with the turnout because we hadn't 
expected it to be that large." 

He also said he was hoping that a comparable turnout 
could be organized for another protest in Nebraska-· 
this one involving Indians on the Omaha Indian Reser­
vation, located in Macy, Neb. There, according to Sheri­
dan, "they have been having trouble with the county sher­
iff. The county sheriff himself, Clyde Story, has been 
illegally selling items to Indians at a higher price than 
they would have to pay in a store. He has also been 
taking Indians out of jail and putting them to work on 
his farm with no pay," Sheridan claims. 

I asked Sheridan about the origins of AIM and about 
how he became involved in the organization. AIM began 
around 1968 in Minneapolis. The principal organizers 
were Clyde and Vernon Bellecourt, Dennis Banks, and 
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From The Saskatchewan Indian 

"Imagine, those Indians wanting their own police 
force. Can't they see what a good job we're doing 
in preventing crime? Just look at our jails, they're 
full of Indian people we've arrested. N-ext thing 
they'll want is their own attorney general." 

Russell Means. "They started out by fighting back, like 
any other movement, against the injustice they suffered 
there," Sheridan said. 

The first major project of AIM was the organization 
of patrols to monitor and report police harassment in 
the South Minneapolis neighborhood around Franklin 
Avenue between Cedar and Chicago Avenues, a heavily 
Indian community. These patrols made formal complaints 
and generated publicity against police brutality and ar­
bitrary arrests of Indians. AIM also became iilvolved 
in a struggle over Indian rights to harvest wild rice 
around the same time. The government was trying to 
take away the Indians' right to harvest the rice- a right 
given to them by treaty- on the grounds that not enough 
rice was left for the feeding of migratory water fowl. 

"As people heard about the things AIM was doing," 
Sheridan explained, "it just expanded. People asked them 
to come in and help fight against problems in other areas, 
and now it's a national organization with branches in 
15 or more cities. The two people heading it up nation­
ally are Dennis Banks and Russell Means." 

AIM held its first national conference just last year. 
Sheridan said this year's conference is slated to begin 
on May 10 in Minneapolis and to run for five days. 
He hopes to be able to organize a large delegation from 
Nebraska to attend. 

"The chapter here is very new," he told me. "We're just 
getting started. We work with the Denver headquarters 
where Vernon Bellecourt is in charge. Russell Means is 
now in Cleveland, and Dennis Banks works out of Wash­
ington", D. C." 

Sheridan said he "just got acquainted with these people 
about a year ago. I saw the type of work they did, and 
I thought, 'This town is ready for it; we need such an 
organization here.' And now we're getting it." 

I asked Sheridan at the end of our talk if there w_ere 
any Indians in elected office or official appointed posi­
tion in Nebraska. 

"No," he answered. "The only Indian we have sitting 
up there is Bob Mackey. He's the state Indian commis­
sioner, but all he really has is just a title, and that's it . 
It means nothing. He does nothing. There aren't even 
any Indians on the police force. Indians on the Omaha 
Reservation have their own police force, but outside of 
that, nothing-we have nothing at all." 
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tndi8ns, 
Chicanos 
in Ariz. 
action 
By JOHN BEADLE 
TEMPE, Ariz.- On March 10 more 
than 100 Chicanos, Native Ameri-

. cans, and other students at Arizona 
State University picketed the inaugura­
tion of ASU President John Schwada 
to protest racist practices at the uni­
versity. 

Demands raised by the ASU 
MECHA Chapter (Movimiento Estu­
diantil Chicano de Aztlan- Chicano 
Student Movement of Aztlan) included 
a Chicano Studies Program "to stress 
the contributions of Chicanos to the 
United States"; an end to plans to 
raise admission standards, a move 
that would deter many Chicanos from 
going to the school; an end to dis­
criminatory hiri~g practices; and re­
jection by Governor Jack Williams of 
House Bill 2134, which would estab­
lish an Agricultural Employment Re­
lations Board and effectively smash 
the Arizona Farm Workers Union. 

In an article in the March 14 State 
Press, the student paper at ASU, Ron­
nie Martinez of MECHA outlined some 
of the issues involved in the demon­
stration. "I think the figures speak for 
themselves. Of the 228 employees in 
housing, 18 are Chicano, nine of these 
are housekeepers. Is it because Chi­
canos make better housekeepers than 
R. A.'s or Unit Directors? Are Chi­
canos not qualified for meaningful po­
sitions?" 

In fighting against racist hiring 
practices at ASU, MECHA has the 
support of the Chicano community, 
to whom the AS U administration will 
have to answer. 

The contingent of about 25 Native 
Americans from the Student Koalition 
of Indian Natives (SKIN) demanded 
a Native American Equal Opportuni­
ties Program (EOP) similar to those 
now available to Blacks and Chi­
~nos, and a better Native American 
Studies Program. 

So. Calif. 
Chicanos 

American Democrats to represent the 
b"est interests of the Chicano commu­
nity. His actions point to the need 
to build a Raza Unida Party that 
will demonstrate against the likes of 
Chacon and also run active election ick et . :;::::!::gamst tho Ilomocrats and 

Gemocrat ~h!cano 
:x~~G~~:.:oc:.' 350 Chicano• kllll ng 
picketed the Sheraton Hotel on ex- t t d 
elusive Harbor Island March 11 to pro es e 
protest a dinner of the Spanish-speak-
ing Association of San Diego and spe-

cifically the master of ceremonies, I. n L A 
Democratic Assemblyman Peter Cha-

• • • con. 
The demonstration was called by 

the San Diego Raza Unida Party and 
was supported by several chapters of 
MECHA (Movimiento Estudiantil Chi­
cano de Aztlan- Chicano Student 
Movement of Aztlan) and CASA-Her­
mandad General de Trabajadores 
(General Brotherhood of Werkers) of 
Los Angeles. 

The demonstrators were protesting 
the fact that Chacon endorsed and 
helped pass the Dixon-Arnett Law, 
which provides fines for anyone hiring 
"illegal aliens," and authorizes the de­
portation of such undocumented work­
ers discovered in California. The law 
has been declared unconstitutional by 
a superior court in Los Angeles, but 
it went into effect throughout the rest 
of the state on March 4. 

A statement issued by La Raza 
Unida Party pointed out that the law 
is unconstitutional because immigra­
tion is a federal and not a state matter. 
"California is famous for passing this 
type of racist law when it finds itself 
in an economic recession .... We 
must not let the deportations that oc­
curred in 1932 and 1954, when mil­
lions of Mexicans were deported, hap­
pen again in i 972." 

Herman Baca, the Raza Unida or­
ganizer, told The Militant, "The worst 
thing we can do is to stay quiet." 

The protests against the Dixon­
Arnett Law are to continue through­
out the state. Assemblyman Chacon's 
support of this law is a clear indi­
cation that La Raza cannot expect 
the Democratic Party and Mexican-

By WALTER LIPPMANN 
LOS ANGELES- Several hundred 
residents of the Florence community 
in south central Los Angeles demon­
strated March 4 to protest" the killing 
of Raymond Hernandez. 

The 19-year-old Chicano youth was 
killed by Los Angeles County deputy 
sheriffs on Feb. 25. According to the 
cops, Hernandez threw a bottle at two 
of their men, and they tried to subdue 
him. In the process, cops assert, 
Hernandez was able to grab one of 
their guns and wounded the two 
slightly. Additional deputies arrived 
to aid the first two, and then Hernan­
dez was killed. 

The Chicano community has a dif­
ferent version. Many believe that Her­
nandez wa11 unconscious when he was 
shot. It is felt that he was singled out 
of a crowd of young people because 
of his growing involvement in the ef­
forts by Chicanos to gain control over 
their community. 

Hernandez was already known to 
the cops and had previously been ar­
rested in confrontations with them. He 
was recently active in a defense case 
and was a person the cops lost no 
love over. 

To protest the killing of Hernandez, 
community residents gathered at 
Roosevelt Park, where a rally heard 
several speakers, including the dead 
youth's mother. Others were Bob 
Ramirez of Casa Reies Lopez Tijerina, 
a recently formed community group, 
and a representative of Casa de Car­
nalismo, an East Los Angeles com­
munity group. The march and rally 
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were militant, d~sciplined, and peace­
ful. 

Speakers stressed the need to or­
ganize the community to prevent fur­
ther killings like this one. They pointed 
to the need to eliminate the drug traf­
fic in the barrio, which many see as 
a tool in the government's efforts to 
keep the community down. 

A formal request for an inquest into 
the causes of Hernandez' death has 
been made. Anyone with information 
on this case, or wishing to contribute 
to the legal efforts being made around 
the case should contact the Casa Reies 
Lopez Tijerina, the group that initiated· 
the march and rally. They are located 
at 1745 E. Florence Blvd., Los An­
geles, Calif. 90001. Phone: (213) 583-
5175. 

Photos by Walter 

Above: Part of crowd at Roosevelt 
Park rally in Los Angeles protest­
ing murder of Raymond Hernan-: 
dez by sheriW s deputies. Below: 
Protest organizer Bob Ramirez. 

NIXON ADMINISTRATION LAUNCHES AT­
TACK ON UNITED FARM WORKERS: Peter 
Nash, Nixon's newly appointed counsel to the 
NLRB (National Labor Relations Board), has 
gone into federal court in Fresno, Calif., to obtain 

· an injunction against boycotts by the UFW. A 
hearing is now set for April 6. 

A news release from the New York office of 
the UFW explained that if the injunction is granted, 
the union will not only lose its most effective weap­
on against the growers, but may also become liable 
"for damage suits by all kinds of companies for 
millions of dollars." 

and the growers was made rather clear by the 
appointment of NLRB General Counsel Peter Nash. 
Before assuming that supposedly "neutral" office, 
Nash was general counsel for Brown-Foreman, 
a distributor of Korbel Wine, presently being boy­
cotted by the UFW. In 1968 he worked for the 
Services Systems Company, a subsidiary of the 
agribusiness giant Del Monte. During this period 
he authored the Nixon-Schultz farm bill, which 
according to the UFW "would ··have restricted 
the ability of the union to organize farm workers." 

tion." In 1970, federal inspectors found more than 
13,000 violations of the already weak provisions 
protecting children, an increase of 15 percent over 
1969. New Jersey exemplifies just how weak some 
of the state laws protecting children are. Farmers 
are permitted to hire young people over 12 years 
of age and work ·them 60 hours a week, "as long 
as the children don't work more than 10 hours 
a day or more than six days in a row." Children 
can be worked day and night except for hours 
when school is in session. 

The government action was apparently in re­
sponse to a complaint filed by the Free Marketing 
Council, an organization of growers, packers, can­
ners, distillers, and distributors. The Council con­
tends that the present UFW boycott is prohibited 
by the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA). 
James Drake, director of organization of the United • 
Farm Workers, responded to the hypocrisy of 
both the growers and the government by pointing 
out that "On the one hand the NLRA specifically 

· excludes migrants from coverage, and now comes 
the NLRB punishing us under legislation that 
doesn't even cover us! " 

The NLRB is presently composed of three Re­
publicans and two Democrats. The UFW has 
charged that this attack issues from the highest 
levels of the Republican Party and has promised 
Republican National Committee chairman, Senator 
Robert J. Dole, that 25,000 farm workers will 
demonstrate at the Republican convention in San 
Diego this August if the government attack is 
pursued 

The collusion between the Nixon administration 
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Demonstrations have taken place in many cities 
around the country to protest this latest attack. 
The UFW release pointed out that the government 
action comes on the heels of the historic labor 
contract in Florida with the foods division of 
Coca-Cola. 

OPPRESSIVE CHILD LABOR WIDESPREAD IN 
AGRIBUSINESS: An editorial in the February 
issue of the st. Anthony Messenger published in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, supports federal legislation to 
protect child labor. It states that "more than one­
fourth (800,000} of paid farm laborers are chil­
dren under 16. . . . 
"Bec~use adult members of a farm labor family 

are not paid enough to keep their families from 
starving, young children must go to work to help 
provide necessities. Often thi!!l means that the child 
works from 5:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 100 degree 
heat for a wage of $1. In some parts of the coun­
try children working in strawberry fields for 10 
hours a day receive 30 cents an hour." 

The editorial points out that children in agri­
culture "are not protected from exploitation . . . 
by effective or enforced Federal or state legisla-

The Reverend John Bank, Southern Ohio and 
Kentucky regional director of the United Farm 
Workers, charged in testimony before the Senate 
Rural Development Subcommittee last December 
that "Ohio had the most violations of existing 
child labor laws in the country." 

He then described. some of the conditions under 
which children labor. ". . . I, along with members 
of the Cincinnati Citizens for United Farm Work­
ers, witnessed a 1 O·year-old girl harvesting to­
matoes on a farm near Findlay, Ohio. The child 
was working a 7 AM-7 PM day filling 33 pound 
hampers of tomatoes and carrying them to the 
edge of a field where they were loaded onto a 
truck. Her piece-rate was 19c per hamper, about 
67c per hour." 

The Reverend Bank pointedly told the Senate 
committee that "It is ludicrous to imagine an auto 
worker taking his entire family to the plant each 
day to supplement his wage. Yet in Ohio's tomato 
and vegetable harvests, whole families must work 
to put together a living wage. The difference, of 
course, lies in the auto worker's union wage as 
opposed to the farm worker's powerlessness to 
negotiate a living wage." -ANTONIO CAMEJO 



By RICHARD GARZA 
The triumph of the Cuban revolution 
in 1959 inspired the formation of 
many new radical groups in Latin 
America. One of these was the Pro­
Independence Movement of Puerto 
Rico (MPI), which last November be­
came the Puerto Rican Socialist Party 
(PSP). 

The PSP's founding programmatic 
document, Socialist Declaration of 
Puerto Rico, states that the PSP "is 
now moving toward a revolutionary 
vanguard, complete with a defined ide­
ology for scientific socialism ..•. " 
(All quotes are from the English-lan­
guage edition of the Declaration pub-

of the political positions taken by the ·· 
PSP that appear to be ambiguous. 

Evolution of MPI 
Formed in November 1959, the MPI 

combined the Puerto Rican tradition 
of struggling for national liberation 
with the inspiration of the Cuban rev­
olution. The founqers of the MPI split 
from the Puerto Rican Independence 
Party (PIP), a pro-independence or­
ganization that believed independence 
could be achieved through elections. 
The MPI also incorporated former 
members of the Nationalist Party, th£ 
Communist Party, and unaffiliated in· 
dependentistas. -

The PIP, formed in 1946, had be· 
come the loyal opposition in the Puerto 
Rican legislature. _ It lost its V()ting 

gamzmg ·support for_ the Cuban .rev­
olution, and as the U. S. aggression 
in · Vietnam escalated, the MPI initi­
ated antiwar actions. A massive MPI­
led struggle was launched against the 
colonialist draft. The struggle took the 
form of protests on the campuses 
against the Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (ROTC) and the defense of 
Puerto Ricans who refused to be 
drafted into the U.S. Army. The 
Puerto Rican Legal Institute, which 
grew out of this struggle, has success­
fully defended some 1,000 young 
Puerto Ricans who have refused the 
draft. 

As could be expected, the leading 
role of the MPI in these anti-imper­
ialist struggles made it the target of 
physical attacks, not only by the po-

Questions facing Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party 

lished by the 
mittee on Latin America (NACLA). 

The PSP says it "will base its pro­
gram,_ organization, theoretical anal­
ysis and practice in Marxist-Leninist 
science, applying it independently to 
the particular conditions of our com­
try." 

The ''fundamental objective" of the 
PSP is stated to be "the transformation 
of the existing colonial-capitalist struc­
ture in Puerto Rico into a Socialist and 
Democratic Republic of the Puerto Ri­
can workers. For us, socialism is the 
political-economic system through 
which the working class, in alliance 
with all exploited classes, exercises 
power by means of the dictatorship 

strength by the late 
the PIP received 126,000 votes; in 
1960 it polled only 25,000 ). 

The Nationalist Party had been the 
leading pro-independence party in the 
1930s 'and 1940s until it was brutally 
repressed. The selfless heroism of its 
cadres provided a positive tradition 
of struggle as opposed to the oppor­
tunism of those who relied on the 
electoral road, such as the PIP. 

As in the United States, where the 
Communist P_l'lrty supports the cap­
italist Democratic Party, the CP of 
Puerto Rico did not challenge the pro­
imperialist Popular Democratic Party 
(PPD) of Munoz Marin. The new gen­

the CP 

Pro-independence marchers protest U.S. governors' 
ence, September 1971 . 
of the proletariat, destroys the bour­
geoisie and obtains complete control 
of the productive apparatus in order 
to organize and develop the economic 
growth of the country and redistribute 
the wealth on the basis of 'to each 
according to his work.'" 

This development signifies recogni­
tion by one important component of 
the independence movement that 
U.S. imperialist domination of Puerto 
Rico should not be replaced by Puerto 
Rican capitalism, but that national 
independence can come only through 
a socialist revolution. It also indicates 
recognition that the principal agency 
of social change is the Puerto Rican 
working class and that a revolution­
ary party of a Leninist type is nec­
essary. 

The construction of a Marxist-Len­
inist party is a long and difficult task. 
As the PSP has itself indicated, its 
success in accomplishing this goal will 
be determined by its actions. 

To facilitate a better understanding 
of the problems and prospects of the 
PSP, this article will sketch the evo­
lution of the MPI and examine some 

THE MILITANT/ APRIL 7, 1972 

and moved forward to expand and 
develop the MPI. 

After its inception the MPI became 
more and more radical. The develop­
ment of the Cuban revolution into a 
socialist revolution was a crucial as­
pect of this process. Another factor 
impelling the MPI toward a more radi­
cal view of society was the ever more 
apparent bankruptcy of "Operation 
Bootstrap," the "industrialization pro­
gram" initiated by the colonial govern­
ment of Munoz Marin in 1948 to en­
able Yankee big business to take ad­
vantage of low wages and taxes. 

Despite Marin's rhetoric about "great 
successes," the social and economic 
ills of Puerto Rico did not disappear. 
About one-third of Puerto Rico's pop­
ulation emigrated to the United States 
in search of jobs. Despite the mass 
emigration, unemployment remains 
about 30 percent. The per capita in­
come is lower than in Mississippi, the 
poorest of the 50 states, and Puert~ 
Ricans have to pay higher prices for 
many essential commodities than do 
Mississippians. 

The MPI had taken the lead in or-

right-wing hooligans,. in­
cluding Cuban counterrevolutionaries, 
who. have emigrated to Puerto Rico in 
large numbers. The MPI has met at­
tacks, such as the burning of its head­
quarters, by protest actions against 
the ultrarightists and their gov­
ernment backers. 

The MPI worked to mobilize Puerto 
Ricans against the direct imperialist 
domination they suffer. They sparked 
the organization of peasants and mo­
bilized public opinion in a struggle 
against giving away the copper riches 
in Utuado to U. S. corporations. 

Massive demonstrations demanding 
the independence of Puerto Rico were 
organized by the MPI. The largest 
such action was cosponsored by the 
MPI and the PIP last September dur­
ing the U.S. governors' conference. 
Some 80,000 people responded to the 
appeal for a march in San Juan. 

Ambiguous positions 
The MPI, which began with a very 

disparate ideological composition, 
gradually developed greater political 
cohesion. Many of its members began 
to believe that there was an impor­
tant relationship between the struggle 
for an independent Puerto Rico and 
the struggle for a socialist Puerto Ri­
co. But as the MPI developed, there 
was considerable ideological confu­
sion. Although the trend has been to 
the left, the MPI's evolution into an 
openly socialistic formation has not 
eliminated some ambiguous program­
matic positions on very important 
questions. While declaring itself Marx­
ist-Leninist, the PSP does not take 
clear positions on political differences 
within the left. 

Let us look at some of the major 
questions the PSP leaves unanswered 
or ambiguously answered. 

The Declaration states, "We affirm 
the principle of proletarian interna­
tionalism and the necessity of mutual 
solidarity among the revolutionary 
and anti-imperialist governments, peo­
ples, parties and organizations of the 
world .... " But, "We will not take 
part in the power disputes within the 
socialist camp and the so-called Third 
World. Nor do we accept tutelage nor 
recognize hegemonic centers which 
would dictate guidelines to our party." 

The PSP rejects taking orders from 
"hegemonic centers"-Moscow, Peking, 
and Havana, we assume- demon­
strating its independence and integrity. 
As Marxists, though, they will have to 
explain why these centers "dictate" to 
fraternal parties. They will have to 
explain why there are "power disputes" 
within "the socialist camp"- disputes 
that have led to armed clashes on the 
Sino-Soviet border and to the Soviet 
invasions of Hungary in 1956 and 
Czechoslovakia in 1968. 

Such an explanation would have 
to deal with the various theories that 
have been advanced to explain the 
policies of 'the Soviet Union and other 
countries where capitalism has been 
overturned. 

Some say these countries are one 
or another form of "state capitalism." 
Mao Tsetung, who is characterized in 
the Declaration as a revolutionary 
teacher, has said that the Soviet Union 
is a "fascist and imperialist" country. 

Leon Trotsky, one of the leaders of 
the Russian revolution of 1917, car­
ried on a struggle in the 1920s and 
1930s for socialist democracy against 
the arbitrary and conservative rule 
of the bureaucracy headed by Joseph 
Stalin. Trotsky characterized the So­
viet Union under Stalin as a degen­
erated workers state possessing the 
prerequisites for building socialism­
a planned economy based on nation 
alized industry, foreign trade, and 
and land- but lacking democratic 
control by the working masses. 

Those who hold Trotsky's analysis, 
such as the Socialist Workers Party 
and Young Socialist Alliance in the 
United States, defend the Soviet Union 
against any attempt to reinstitute cap­
italism and at the same time support 
the struggle for the restoration of so­
cialist democracy. 

The Declaration says little about the 
question of workers democracy in 
those countries that have overturned 
capitalism. Will the PSP aide with the 
those who fight for workers democ­
racy- such as the Czechoslovakians 
in 1968 who wanted "socialism with a 
human face"- or with the Russian ar­
my sent to crush them? 

The question ot democracy within 
the working-class movement is a vital 
one for a revolutionary party~ The 
MPI had a generally democratic tra­
dition, but that is not accurately re­
flected in their organizational doc­
ument, which makes no provision for 
the right of members holding minority 
points of view to organize, a right 
minorities had in Lenin's Bolshevik 
Party. 

National liberation struggles 
"Proletarian internationalism" and 

"mutual solidarity" should have in­
cluded support to the national liber-

Photo by Cl 

1969 anti-draft march 
ation struggle in Bangladesh and the 
antigovernment protests in Ceylon in 
1971. But support would naturally 
contradict Mao's support to the butch­
er Yahya Khan, support that included 
arms for Pakistan. 

Mao also supported the capitalist 
Bandaranaike regime in Ceylon, 
which a few months before the PSP 
convention initiated a murderous re­
pression of thousands of youth who 
were demanding the implementation 
of election promises. Can the PSP rec­
oncile this with their view of Mao 
as a revolutionary teacher? 

These questions cannot be avoided 
by stating, "We will not take part in 
power disputes. 

Continued on page 22 
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In Review 
Books 
Writings of Marx and Engels on Ireland 
Ireland and the Irish Question. A collection of writ-

. ings by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels. Progress 
Publishers, Moscow, 1971. 518 pages. Cloth $2.50. 

The letters, articles, notes, speeches, and sections of larger 
works that comprise this collection span the half-century 
from 1843 to 1894. Many of them read as though written 
with the current situation in Ireland in mind. The book 
begins with an article written by 22-year-old Frederick 
Engels in 1843, five years before the publication of The 
Communist Manifesto. Even at that time, when the bour­
geoisie was still in the process of consolidating its rule in 
Europe, Engels remarked on its fear of the masses and 
its inability to carry out a consistent struggle for its own 
demands. 

He refers to the massive mobilization of the Irish nation 
for the repeal of the legislative union with England, a 
movement led by Daniel O'Connell, a Catholic lawyer 
and landowner. Rallies of hundreds of thousands were 
repeatedly held in a nation o! some eight-and-a-quarter-
million people. Engels writes: · 

"If O'Connell were really the man of the people, if he 
had sufficient courage and were not himself frightened 
of the people, i.e., if he were not a two-faced Whig but 
an uptight, consistent democrat, the last English soldier 
would have left Ireland long since .... " (P. 35; emphasis 
in original.) 

Drawing from Lutte Ouvriere 

Engels' observation was soon proved in more general 
terms by the revolutions of 1848, when the European 
bourgeoisie demonstrated that it preferred the rule of the 
feudal aristocracy to the mobilization of the masses in 
revolutionary action. The inability of the capitalist class, 
including its Irish members, to solve the problems of 
Ireland- a fact that Engels understood in the early 1840s 
-makes the ideas of revolutionary socialism relevant to 
Ireland. 

Equally important for revolutionaries today, however, 
is the treatment of Irish nationalism in this book. Marx 
and Engels believed that a correct understanding of Irish 
nationalism was central to the socialist revolution in all 
of Europe. In a speech to the General Council of the 
First International on Dec. 14, 1869, the minutes record 
Marx as saying that he "considered the solution of the 
Irish question as the solution of the English, and the 
English as the solution of the European." (P. 159.) 

In March of 1870 Marx, who often stressed his view 
of England as "the metropolis of landlordism and cap­
italism all over the wortd" (p. 290), wrote that "it is a 
precondition to the emancipation of the English working 
class to transform the present forced union (i.e., the en­
slavement of Ireland) into equal and free confederation 
if possible, into complete separation if need be." ( P. 163; 
emphasis in original.) 

Both Marx and Engels recognized that the working class 
was divided in its attitude toward the oppression of Ire-
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land. Both of them felt that the English workers' attitude 
toward the Irish was similar to the attitude of poor whites 
in the southern United States toward Blacks. "The secret 
of the impotence of the English working class," Marx 
said, is its division "into two hostile camps." In prepar­
ing a policy to enable the revolutionary workers to over­
come this ·division, he insited "it is the task of the Inter­
national everywhere to put the conflict between England 
and Ireland in the foreground, and everywhere to side 
openly with Ireland." (Pp. 293-294; emphasis in original.) 

Originally, Marx thought that the liberation of Ireland 
would come about as a result of the victory of the English 
working class in its struggle against British capitalism. 
But his studies, together with·the experience of the Fenian 
rebellion of 1867 and the subsequent events, caused him 
to change his estimate, as is reflected in the previous 
quotation. In a letter written in November 1869, Marx 
says: 

"I have become more and more convinced- and the 
only question is to drive this conviction home to the En­
glish working class-that it can never do anything de­
cisive here in England until it separates its policy with 
regard to Ireland most definitely from the policy of the 

. ruling classes, until it not only makes common cause 
with the Irish but actually takes the initiative in dissolving 
the Union established in 180 1 and replacing it by a free 
federal relationship. And this must be done, not as a 
matter of sympathy with Ireland but as a demand made 
in the interests of the English proletariat. If not, the En­
glish people will remain tied to the leading-strings of the 
ruling classes, because it will have to join with them in 
a common front against Ireland. (Pp. 280-281; emphasis 
in original.) 

The founders of scientific socialism welcomed the na­
tionalism of the Irish people as a powerful force in the 
struggle against the British empire. Writing to the German 
socialist Karl Kautsky in 1882, Engels said of the Irish, 
"They are most internationalistic when they are genuinely 
nationalistic." (P. 332.) In referring to the Irish organi­
zations of the First International in an 1872 report to the 
General Council of that group, Engels says, "their first 
and most pressing duty, as Irishmen, was to establish 
their own national independence." (P. 303.) 

In that same report, Engels answers the argument that 
the nationalism of the oppressed "divides theworkingclass." 
"If members of a conquering nation," says Engels, "called 
upon the nation they had conquered and continued to hold 
down to forget their specific natonality and position, to 
'sink naional differences' and so forth, that was not inter­
nationalism" but rather the preaching of submission to 
national oppression. (P. 303.) 

Throughout their writings on Ireland, Marx and Engels 
repeatedly assert the nationalist character of the Irish 
struggle. They call for the advocacy of Irish national de­
mands by the English working class. Far from viewing 
Irish nationalism as dividing the working class (which 
was already split by the national oppression of the Irish 
people), Marx and Engels maintained that Irish nation­
alism could unite the working class in a revolutionary 
struggle against the British empire. 

The value today of Marx and Engels' work on Ireland 
can readily be seen. Those who attempt to counterpose 
unity of the Catholic and Protestant sections of the work­
ing class in Northern Ireland to Irish nationalism are 
missing the only way that such unity can come about. 
Today, as in Marx and Engels' time, what is needed is 
the mobilization of the working masses in all of Ireland 
-not just the six northern counties- around the demand 
for an independent Ireland. Only such a national mo­
bilization could put enough pressure on the relatively 
privileged Protestant section of the working class- with 
its reactionary political tradition and chauvinist bigotry 
toward the Catholic masses- to convince part of it to 
come over to the side of the Irish revolution. 

Along with the extensive material on nationalism, this 
collection has large sections on the history and economy 
of Ireland. It also includes the record of the First Inter­
national's consistent and principled defense of Irish po­
litical prisoners. 

In this connection, a supplement containing a series 
of fine articles by Marx's daughter Jenny, who was very 
active in the defense of political prisoners and in the or­
ganization of publicity on their mistreatment, should be 
mentioned. Her articles, as well as the thorough annota­
tion of unfamiliar names, historical incidents and refer­
ences, enhance the usefulness of this book. 

-DAVE FRANKEL 

The following is part of an article 
written by Frederick Engels and dated 
Nov. 14, 1872. The meeting in Hyde 
Park it describes occurred on Nov. 3, 
1872. The full article appears in 
Ireland and the Irish Question under 
the title "Letters from London" (Ill). 
The Irish members of the Internation­
al in London decided to organise a 
giant demonstration in Hyde Park 
(the largest public pa~k in London, 
where all the big popular meetings 
take place during political campaigns) 
to demand a general amnesty. They 
'contacted all London's democratic or­
ganisations and formed a committee 
which included MacDonnell (an Irish­
man), Murray (an Englishman) and 
Lessner (a German)- all members of 
the General Council of the Internation­
al. 

A difficulty arose: at the last session 
of Parliament the government passed 
a law which gave it the right to regu­
late public meetings in London's 
parks. It made use of this and had• 
the regulation posted up to warn those 
who wanted to hold such a public· 
meeting that they just give a written 
notification to the police two days pri­
or to calling it, indicating the names 
of the speakers. This regulation care­
fully kept hidden from the London 
press destroye<l with one stroke of 
the pen one of the most precious rights 
of London's working people-the' 
right to hold meetings in parks when 
and how they please. To submit to 
this regulation would be to sacrifice 
one of the people's rights. 

The Irish, who represent the most 
revolutionary element of the popula­
tion, were not men to display such 
weakness. The committee unanimous­
ly decided to act as if it did not know 
of the existence of this regulation and 
to hold their meeting in defiance of 
the government's decree. 

Last Sunday at about three o'clock 
in the afternoon two enormous pro­
cessions with bands and banners 
marched towards Hyde Park. The 
bands played Irish songs and theMar­
seillaise; almost all the banners were 
Irish (green with a gold harp in the 
middle) or red. There were only a 1 

few police agents at the entrances to 
the park and the columns of demon­
strators marched in without meeting• 
with any resistance. They assembled 
at the appointed place and the speech­
es began. 

The spectators numbered at least thir-· 
ty thousand and ·at least half had a 
green ribbon or a green leaf in their, 
buttonhole to show they were Irish; 
the rest were English, German and 
French. The crowd was too large for 
all to be able to hear the speeches, 
and so a second meeting was orga­
nised nearby with other orators speak-: 
ing on the same theme. Forceful reso-i 
lutions were adopted demanding a, 
general amnesty and the repeal of 
the coercion laws which keep Ireland 
under a permanent state of siege. At 
about five o'clock the demonstrators 
formed up into files again and left 
the park, thus having flouted the reg-· 
ulation of Gladstone's Government. 

This is the first time an Irish dem­
onstration has been held in Hyde 

Continued on page 22 
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by the capitalist press, politicians of 1965 $102.41 
the Democratic and Republican par- 1966 $102.31 
ties, and economic "experts" of all vari- 1967 $101.26 
eties that higher wages cause inflation. 1968 $102.45 
This myth is not even denied by trade- 1969 $101.4.9 
union leaders. 1970 $99.66 

When George Meany and three other 1971 $102.78 (through 
top labor officials resigned from November) 
Nixon's Pay Board on March 22 the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council issued a 
statement supposedly explaining why 
the Pay Board didn't work. But the 
statement took it for granted that 
higher wages are at least one of the 
causes of inflation. 

The statement implied that under 
some other circumstances besides the 
Nixon administration's leadership, a 
Pay Board might work. The AFL-CIO 
bureaucrats stated: "We joined the Pay 
Board in good faith, desiring- despite 
our misgivings- to give it a fair 
chance, and with the hope that we 
could bring the voice of workers into 
the decision-making process .... " 

The idea that a Pay Board might 
have a "fair chance" of working rests 
on the assumption that controlling 
wages could control inflation. But this 
assumption is totally false. Higher 
wages never were and never will be 
the cause of inflation. 

The major cause of the inflation that 
has sent prices skyrocketing in this 
country in the last seven years is gov­
ernment deficit spending, above all 
to pay for the war in Southeast Asia. 

The effect of the war on prices can 
easily be seen by looking at figures 
published by the government's Month­
ly Labor Review. The March 1972 
issue of this Labor Department pub­
lication shows that before the escala- . 
tion of the war, from 1958 to 1964, 
the consumer price index rose an av­
erage of 1.3 percent a year. It began 
spiraling upward in 1965: 

1958-59 up 0.8% 
1959-60 up 1.6% 
1960-61 up 1.0% 
19,61-62 up 1.1% 
1962-_63 up 1.2% 
1963-64 up 1.3% 
1964-B5 up 1. 7% 
1965-_66 up 2.9% 
1966-_67 up 2.9% 
1967-_68 up 4.2% 
1968-69 up 5.4% 
1969-70 up 5.9% 
1970-71 up 4.3% 
Between 1965 and 1971, prices rose 

more than 28 percent. And as of Feb­
ruary of this year, prices were rising 

The real wages of American work­
ers have already been frozen during 
the entire history of the Vietnam war. 
On top of this Nixon's wage controls 
are driving back wage increases even 
further. 

The January issue of Monthly La­
bor Review made initial estimates of 
the effects of the wage freeze. It re­
ported that the average increase in 
union wages for 1971 was 8.3 per­
cent and confidently predicted that this 
will be reduced to 6.5 percent in 1972. 

The reasons for this declining trend, 
according to the report, are "a rel­
atively light collective bargaining 
schedule, smaller deferred wage in­
creases, and the Pay Board's 5.5-per­
cent restriction on wage and benefit 
increases." Including figures for un­
organized workers- and the over­
whelming majority of American work­
ers are not in unions- Monthly La­
bor Review reports that wage in­
creases for all workers "slowed mark­
edly in the third quarter [of 1971], 
partly as a result of the wage-price 
freeze." The fact that prices increased 
considerably while real wages were 
frozen exposes the lie that wage in­
creases cause inflation. 

The effects of the initial period of 
wage controls, recovery from reces­
sion, and spiraling prices are stamped 
on the profit reports for U. S. cor­
porations in the fourth quarter o£1971, 
that is, in the period after the ,wage 
controls went into effect. According 
to the Feb. 4 Wall Street Journal, 
the 1971 fourth-quarter profits of 464 
major corporations were up 25.3 per­
cent above the same period in 1970. 

At a news conference on Jan. 20, 
Fred J. Borch, chief executive of the 
General Electric Co., boasted that GE 
profits had set an all-time high in 
1971, exceeding 1967's record 
$361.4-million by about ·30 percent. 
Borch stated, "Most economists, in­
cluding our own, are looking to a 
medium to very strong year." He felt 
that "a great deal is riding· on the 
degree of success of the current eco­
nomic program under Phase Two." 

Photo by Joel Aber 

Labor contingents against the war: left, Nov. 15, 1969; right, Nov. 6, 
1971. 
at an annual rate in 1972 of 6 per­
cent, despite the so-called price con­
trol"! 

These rising prices, coupled with an 
increasing tax burden to finance the 
government, have completely eaten up 
wage increases. Information on this 
is also supplied by the Monthly Labor 
Review. It computes a figure represent­
ing the real weekly wage of manufac­
turing workers with three dependents. 
This is their actual purchasing power 
(based on 1967 dollars) after price 
increases and taxes have been taken 
into account. 

Here are the average weekly earn­
ings of these manufacturing workers 
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Corporate executives know very well 
that prices and profits are not con­
trolled in Phase One, Phase Two, or 
any other phase of capitalist controls. 
These controls are aimed only at 
wages. 

That is why The Militant warned 
from the start that the Pay Board 
was a hoax and criticized the trade­
union bureaucrats who agreed to take 
part in it. 

The only way workers can defend 
themselves against inflation is through 
their own independent actions, includ­
ing strikes if necessary, to win suf­
ficient pay increases to keep up with 
the war-primed inflation. 

The following statement by Linda 
Jenness, Socialist Workers Party pres­
idential candidate, was presented, 
along with statements by other pres­
idential candidates, at a Gay Activists 
Alliance (GAA) press conference held 
in New York City on March 13. 

In my campaign, I have spoken out 
unconditionally on behalf of struggles 
of gay people for full democratic, civil, 
and human rights; and against all 
the forms of discrimination and op­
pression gay people face in this so­
ciety. 

If elected president, I would imme­
diately issue an executive order ban­
ning discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation in the Federal gov-

··Linda Jenness 

ernment, including the armed forces. 
I would also immed~ately issue an 
executive order banning discrimina­
tion against aliens by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service on the 
basis of sexual orientation. I would 
restore full veterans' rights to all in­
dividuals previously given less than 
full honorable discharges for con- " 
sentual sodomy. 

I will continue to campaign for leg­
islation on the local, State and Federal 
level, such as Intro 475 in New York 
City, aimed at prohibiting discrimina­
tion against homosexuals in the areas 
of housing, employment, and public 
accommodations. And I would sup­
port an amendment tn the Civil 
Rights Acts of 1964 and 1968banning 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 

In addition, I favor the repeal of all 
laws, such as sodomy and solicitation 
laws, that oppress gays. All govern­
ment vicitimization of gay people, 
from police harassment and violence 
to governmental collection of data on 
the sexual preferences of individuals, 
should be ended. 

I endorse, and if possible will per­
sonally attend, Christopher Street Lib­
eration Day in June, and invite all my 
Democratic and Republican opponents 
to do the same. 

My campaign is dedicated to ending 
the capitalist system of oppression and 
inequality, a system which degrades 
human life, warps cultural values, and 
prevents people from controlling their 
lives. 

Full liberation, with complete hu­
man dignity, cannot be found in an 
unjust and exploitative society. Anal­
ternative is needed- a socialist alter-
native. 

Iranian student fights 
deportation attempt 
By MIKE KELLY 
SEATTLE, March 20- Babak Zah­
raie, Iranian foreign student leader 
at the University of Washington, was 
ordered deported from the United 
States by the U.S. Immigration Ser­
vice on March 14. According to Dan 
Smith, Zahraie's AII1erican Civil Lib­
erties Union attorney, this decision 
i"s being appealed to the Immigration 
Board of Appeals in Washington, 
D. C. If the Board of Appeals refuses 
to overturn the deportation order, 
Zahraie will appeal the ruling to the 
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
There is an automatic stay of execu, 
tion of the deportation order pending: 
appeals. 

Zahraie, 21, is president of the Uni­
versity of Washington Foreign Stu­
dent Council. The Immigration and 
Naturalization Department initiated 
deportation proceedings against him 
on Feb. 9. At that time Zahraie was 
coordinator of the Council of Student 
Delegates to Roll Back Tuition, a co­
alition fighting a tuition increase at 
the university. 

Immigration officials claimed that 
Zahraie's role as a leader of the cam­
pus struggle was "a disgrace to this 
nation." The Committee to Defend 
Babak Zahraie-whose sponsors in­
clude MECHA (Movimiento Estu­
diantil Chicano de Aztlan- Chicano 
Student Movement of Aztlan), Grad­
uate Professional Student Senate, 
Young Democrats, Foreign Student 

Council, the Iranian Student ·Associ­
ation, and the Student Mobilization 
Committee -launched demonstrations 
in support of Zahraie on Feb. 22, 
25, and 28, when hearings were held 
before local authorities. 

In the March 14 decision, the Immi­
gration Department hearing officer, 
John W. Keane, ruled that Zahraie 
did not have proper papers when he 
made a short trip to Canada in No­
vember 1971. Keane declared he had 
no jurisdiction to consider the fact 
that Zahraie was unable to comply 
with the Immigration Department's 
regulations because the department 
was holding his passport. Immigra­
tion authorities had earlier dropped 
other charges, including one of "sub­
version," in the face of public protest. 

Bahram Atai, secretary of the Com­
mittee to Defend Babak Zahraie, an­
nounced that the committee plans to 
step up its activities and has launched 
a petition campaign on the University 
of Washington campus. Atai said that 
the committee is still in need of funds 
to press the appeal. Donations should 
be sent to the Committee to Defend 
Babak Zahraie, cjo University of 
Washington "Hub," Seattle, Wash. 
98105. 

If the U.S. government succeeds in 
deporting Babak Zahraie to Iran, he 
could face imprisonment, torture, and 
death, as has been the fate of other 
Iranian student activists. 
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Calendar 
BOSTON 

SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE AND CAM.. 
PAIGN BANQUET AND RALLY. April 7-9, Boston Uni­
versity. Donation: S5.50 for entire conference, includ­
ing banquet; S2.50 for classes only; 50c per session. 
Fri., April 7. 7:30 p.m.: The Nature of Women's 
Oppression. Panel discussion: Evelyn Reed, noted an­
thropologist and feminist author; Dr. Barbara Roberts, 
national project director, Women's National Abortion 
AcHon Coalition. BU Law Auditorium. 

Sat., April 8. I 0:30 a.m.: Wilhelm Reich and the 
Sexual Revolution. Speaker: Kipp Dawson, Socialist 
Workers Party, WONAAC. 2:30 p.m.: Can Antiwar 
Candidates End the War? Panel discussion: Jeanne 
Lafferty, Socialist Workers Party candidate lor the 
9th C. D., Young Socialists for Jenness and Pulley; 
and representatives from Youth for McGovern and 
Youth for Muskie. Sessions held in BU Ballroom, Sher-
man Union. 

Sat., April 8. CAMPAIGN BANQUET AND RALLY. 
6 p.m.: Refreshments. 7 p.m.: Banquet. 8:30 p.m.: 
Rally. Speakers include: Andrew Pulley, Socialist Work­
ers Party candidate for vice-president; Don Gurewilz, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for U.S. Senate; 
and Jeanne LaHerty, Socialist Workers Party candidate 
from the 9th C. D. Donation: $3. 655 Atlantic Ave., 
Third Floor. 

Sun., April 9. 1 p.m.: How Can Students Changa 
Society? Panel discussion: Alan Einhorn, candidate 
far president of BU Student Union; John Zirinski, vice­
president of B. U. Student Union; and Dave Keepnews, 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for New York State 
Assembly, high school student. 3 p.m.: The Wage 
Freeze: The Great Payroll Robbery. Speaker: Dick 
Roberts, stall writer lor The Militant. Sessions held 
in BU Ballroom, Sherman Union. 

Ausp. Young Soclblist Alliance and Young Socialists 
for Jenness and Pulley. For more information, call 
(61 7) 482-8051 . 

VOICES OF DISSENT. An Independent Black Political 
Party? Guests include: Andrew Pulley, Socialist Work­
ers Party candidate . for vice-president; and Jesse 
McDade, chairman, Brown U Afro-American Studies 
Department. Wed., April 5, 8 p.m. on WTBS..FM, 88.1. 
Sat., April 8, 8 p.m. on WBUR-FM, 90.9. 

BROOKLYN 
NIXON AND MAO-WHO'S GOT WHAT? Speaker: 
George Novack, Marxist author. Fri., April 7, 8 p.m. 
136 Lawrence St. (at Willoughby). Donation: S1, h.s. 
students 50c. Ausp. Militant Forum. For more infor­
mation, c~ll (212) 596-2849. 

CHICAGO 

REVOLUTION AND REPRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA. 
Panel discussion with eyewitnesses. Fri., April 7, 8p. m. 
180 N. Wacker Dr., Room 310. Donation: $] h.s. 
)tudents 50c. Ausp. Militant labor Forum. 

LOS ANGELES 
FEMINISM AND SOCIALISM. Speaker: Delpline Welch, 
founding member of Boston Female liberation and 
member of Young Socialist Alliance National Com­
mittee. Fri., April 7, 8:30 p.m. 1107 1/2 N. Western 
Ave. Donation: S], h. s. students 50c. Ausp. Militant 
labor Forum. 

MINNESOTA 
MINNESOTA ABORTION ACTION CONFERENCE: To 
map plans lor Minnesota's Abortion Action Week. 
Sat., April 8, Blegen Hall, University of Minnesota. 
Registration: 9-10 a.m. Conference begins at 10 a.m. 
Constituency workshops: 11 a.m., followed by plenary. 
Rally: 8 p.m., with speakers including Matilde Zim­
merman, WONAAC; Phyllis Kahn, NOW; BeHy Hoop, 
West Suburban Council for Women's liberation; Becky 
Bahan, University of Minnesota Women's liberation. 
Child care available. Conference open to all women. 
Rally open to everyone. For more information, call 
(612) 341-3844. 

NEW ENGLAND 
HEAR ANDR~W PULLEY, Socialist Workers Party can­
didate for vice-president. Mon., April 3, 11 :30 a.m. 
on WRKO radio. 7:30 p.m.: University of New Hamp­
shire in Durham, Memorial Union Building, Multi­
purpose Room. 

Tues., April 4, 11 a.m.: Bradford Junior College in 
Bradford, Mass., Student Union Building. 8:30 p.m.: 
Common Sense Bookstore, Fort Devens, Ayer, Mass. 

Wed., April 5, 7:30 p.m.: City-wide high school 
meeting. Roxbury, Mass., YMCA, Adult lounge. 

Thurs., April 6, 4:30 p.m.: New Africa House, U of 
Mass. at Amherst. 8 p.m.: Campus-wide meeting at U 
of Mass. in Amherst, Mahar Auditorium. 

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN 
THE BLACK STRUGGLE AND THE TRANSIT WORKERS 
UNION. Speaker: Joseph Carnegie, president, Rank­
and-File Committee of the Transit Workers Union. 
Fri., April 7, 8 p.m. 706 Broadway (at 4th St.). Do­
nation: $], h.s. students 50c. Ausp. Militant labor 
Forum. For more information, call (212) 982-6051. 

NEW YORK: UPPER WEST SIDE 
A REPORT ON THE NATIONAL BLACK POLITICAL 
CONVENTION. Speaker: Derrick Morrison, stall writer 
for The Militant. Fri., April 7, 8 p.m. 2744 Broadway 
(at 106 St.). Donation: $], h. s. students 50c. Ausp. 
West Side Militant Forum. For more information, call 
(212) 663-3000. 

OAKLAND 
CHOICE '72. Election campaign panel: Representatives 
from Youth for Chisholm, Muskie, McCarthy, and Mc­
Govern, and Young Socialists for Jenness and Pulley. 
Fri., April 7, 8 p.m. 145 Dwinelle, U. C. Berkeley. 
Donation: S]. Ausp. Militant Forum. For more infor­
mation, call (415) 654-9728. 

PHILADELPHIA 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SEX: THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF WILHELM REICH. Fri., April 7, 8 p.m. 1004 Fil­
bert St. Donation: $], h. s. students 50 c. Ausp. Mili­
tant labor Forum. For more information, call (215) 
WA5-4316. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
MILITANT LABOR FORUM. Fri., April 7, at 8 p.m. 
2338 Morket St. For further information, call (415) 
626-9958. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
CHILE: ON THE ROAD TO SOCIALISM? Speakers: 
David Elsila, member of the labor Press Unit of the 
Washington-Baltimore Newspaper Guild, AFL-CIO, re­
cently returned from a Guardian-sponsored trip to 
Chile; Pat Strand!, head of the labor Press Unit of 
the Washington-Baltimore Newspaper Guild, AFL-CIO; 
and Vinnie Longo, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., April7, 
8 p.m. 746 9th St. N. W., Second Floor. Donation: $], 

h. s. students 50 c. Ausp. Militant labor Forum. For 
more information, call (202) 783-2363. 

Socialist Directory 
ALABAMA: Tuscaloosa: YSA, c/o Richard Rothers, P. 0. Box 5377, Uni- versity, Bloomington, Ind. 47401. 

... PSP 
Continued from page l 9 

The Declaration raises the hope that 
the entry of China into the United Na­
tions will increase the votes for Puerto 
Rican independence. But if Mao could 
betray the struggles in Bangladesh 
and Ceylon- populous countries in 
Asia- what can be expected from him 
in relation to small countries in 
Nixon's backyard? 

We have seen new regimes in Chile, 
Peru, and until recently, in Bolivia 
refer to themselves as "anti-imperialist" 
while maintaining capitalism. What 
does the PSP think of these govern­
ments? 

There is a call in the Declaration 
"to restore the revolutionary and anti­
imperialist unity of Latin Amer­
ica .... " Among the principles guid­
ing the anti-imperialist struggles is 
"recognition of the diversity of forms 
of struggle." Does the PSP then mean 
to include recognition of the "peaceful 
road to socialism" advocated by the 
class-collaborationist, popular-front 
government of Allende? 

A correct analysis of what is hap­
pening today in these countries is 
crucial to the movement in Puerto Ri­
co, as it is to the rest of Latin Amer­
ica. Failure to achieve a correct 
analysis can lead to errors in devel­
oping a revolutionary program and 
policy for Puerto Rico. 

A future article will discuss the PSP's 
position on the forthcoming elections 
in Puerto Rico. 

... strike 
Continued from page 17 
ing, indicate a somewhat more re­
served opinion of the settlement than 
that given by Bluestone. Many prob­
lems remain unresolved in the on­
going dispute between the young work 
force in Lordstown and GMAD. 

... Engels 
Continued from page 20 
Park; it was very successful and even 
the London bourgeois press cannot 
deny this. It is also the first time the 
English and Irish sections of our pop­
ulation have united in friendship. 
These two elements of the working 
class, whose enmity towards each oth-

er was so much in the interests of the 
government and wealthy classes, are 
now offering one another the hand 
of friendship; this gratifying fact is 
due principally to the influence of the 
General Council of the International, 
which . has always directed all its ef­
forts to unite the workers of both peo­
ples on a basis of complete equality. 
This meeting, of the 3rd November, 
will usher in a new era in the history 
of London's working-class movement. 

... unity 
Continued from page ro 
April24 and November 6 [1971] dem­
onstrations are cases in point. Now, 
more than ever, our differences must 
not interfere with the building of the 
spring actions. One hundred tons of 
explosives are dropped every hour 
on Indochina. Three hundred Indo­
chinese die each day. American Gis 
continue to die. In the first three 
months of 1972, Nixon will have or­
dered as many raids against North 
Vietnam as in all of 1971. The need 
for unity is hardly academic. 

We appeal to PCPJ, as we do to all 
who oppose the war, to unite in build­
ing the April 1 and April 22 actions. 
Dz'visiveness in the U. S. antiwar 
movement serves only the warmakers, 
and makes it easier for them to con­
tinue the slaughter. Recognition of this 
evident truth should be sufficient to 
bring us together in the streets this 
spring. The need for unity in. action 
is crucial. 

... Ireland 
Continued from page 24 

The Dublin government of Prime 
Minister Jack Lynch has made clear 
its willingness to cooperate with the 
British plan. In the March 25 Irish 
Times, Michael Mcinerney writes of 
the Dublin reaction to Heath's plan, 
"There were . . . clear indications from 
the Government . . . of tougher mea­
sures against the I. R. A.'s if the bomb­
ing and killing campaigns were con­
tinued in the North." 

The very limited nature of Heath's 
"reforms" compared to the expectations 
that have been aroused and the ob­
vious determination of the British to 
continue their military measures may 
well lead to new conflict with the na­
tionalist community sooner than 
Heath expects. 
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Boulder, Colo. 80302. Tel: (303) 443-9923. MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA and labor Bookstore, 
Denver: SWP, YSA and Militant Bookstore, 1100 Champa St., Den- 1 University N.E. (at E. Hennepin) Second Floor, Mpls. 55413. Tel: (612) 

ver, Colo. 80204. Tel: (303) 623-2825. Bookstore open Mon-Sot., 10:30 332-7781. 
a.m.-7p.m. 

CONNECTICUT: Hartford: YSA, P. 0. Box 1765, Hartford, Conn. 06101 
Tel: (203) 527-9868. 

New Haven: YSA and Socialist Workers '72 Campaign, P. 0. Box 185, 
New Hoven, Conn. 06501. 

FLORIDA: Miami: YSA, P. 0. Box 2121, Ocean View Branch, Miami 
Beach, Flo. 33140. 

Tallahassee: YSA, c/o Brett Merkey, 814 California St., Tallahassee, 
Flo. 32304. Tel: (904) 222-8776. 

Tampa: Socialist Workers Campaign '72, c/o David Maynard, P. 0. 
Box 702, 4100 Fletcher Ave., Tampa, Fla. 33612. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree St., Third Floor, 
SWP and YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlanta, Go. 30301. Tel: (404) 523-0610. 

ILLINOIS: Carbondale: YSA, c/o John Center, 1407 Schnider Hall, 
Bush Towers, Carbondale, Ill. 62901. Tel: (618) 453-5882. 

Chicago: SWP, YSA and bookstore, 180 N. Wacker Dr., Room 310, Chi­
cago, Ill. 60606. Tel: SWP-(312) 641-0147, YSA- (312) 641-0233. 

DeKalb: YSA, c/o Student Activities Center, Northern Illinois U, DeKalb, 
Ill. 60115. Tel: (815) 753-0510 (day); (815) 758-2935 (night). 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Student Activities Desk, Indiana Uni-
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MISSOURI: Kansas City: YSA, c/o Student Activities Office, U of Mis­
souri at Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill Rood, Kansas City, Mo. 64110. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Portsmouth: YSA, P. 0. Box 479, Durham, N.H. 
03824. 

NEW JERSEY: New Brunswick: YSA, c/o lPO 12149, livingston Col­
lege, New Brunswick, N.J. 08903. 

Wayne: YSA, c/o Clyde Mogorelli, William-Paterson College of N.J., 
300 Pompton Rd., Wayne, N.J. 07470. 

NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque: YSA, c/o Vivian Abeles, 3807 Thaxton 
S. E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87108. Tel: (505) 268-1541. 

NEW YORK: Binghamton: YSA, Box 1073, Horpur College, Bingham­
ton, N.Y. 13901. Tel: (607) 798-4142. 

Brooklyn: SWP and YSA, 136 lawrence St. (at Willoughby), Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 11201. Tel: (212) 596-2849. 

Long Island: YSA, P.O. Box 357, Roosevelt, l.l., N.Y. 11575. Tel: (516) 
FR9-0289. 

New York City-City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broadway (4th St.), 
Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: (212) 260-0976. 

Lower Manhattan: SWP, YSA and Merit Bookstore, 706'Broodwoy (4th 
St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. Tel: SWP, YSA- (212) 982-

OHIO: Cincinnati: YSA, c/o C. R. Mitts, P. 0. Box 32084, Cincinn'ati, 
Ohio 45232. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44103. 
Tel: (216) 391-5553. 

Columbus: YSA, 1612 Summit St. (side entrance), Columbus, Ohio 
43201.Iel: (614) 299-2042. 

Yellow Springs: YSA, Antioch College Union, Yellow Springs, Ohio 
45387. 

OREGON: Eugene: YSA, c/o Dove Hough, 1216 1/2 lincoln, Eugene, 
Ore. 97401. 

Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S. W. Stark, Room 201, Portland, Ore. 
97204. Tel: (503) 226-2715. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Erie: YSA, c/o John Sojewski, Edinboro State Col­
lege, Edinboro, Po. 16412. 

Philadelphia: SWP and YSA, 1004 Filbert St. (one block north of Mar­
ket), Philadelphia, Po. 19107. Tel: (215) WA5-4316. 

RHODE ISLAND: Kingston: YSA, c/o Stan Max, Kingston Inn, Room 210, 
1320 Kingston Rood, Kingston, R.I. 02881. Tel: (401) 783-7855. 

Providence: YSA, P. 0. Box 117, Annex Sta., Providence, R.I. 02901. 
Militant Bookstore: 88 Benevolent St. Tel: (401) 331-1480. 

TENNESSEE: Knoxville: YSA, c/o Keith Harris, P. 0. Box 8402, Uni­
versity Sta., Knoxville, Tenn. 37916. 

Nashville: YSA, c/o Elizabeth Lariscy, 1214 17th Ave. S., Nashville, 
Tenn. 37201. Tel: (615) 292-8827. 

TEXAS: Austin: SWP and YSA, P. 0. Box 5586, West Austin Station, 
Austin, Texas 78703. Tel: (512) 478-8602. Bookstore: 611 West 29th. 

Houston:. SWP and YSA and Pathfinder Books, 6409 lyons Ave., Hous-
ton, Texas 77020. Tel: (713) 674-0612. 

Lubbock: YSA, Box 5090, lubbock, Texas 79417. Tel: (806) 747-6842. 
San Antonio: YSA, c/o P. 0. Box 774, Son Antonio, Texas 78202. 
VERMONT: Burlington: YSA, c/o John Franco, 306 Chittenden Hall, 

U of Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 05401. 
WASHINGTON, D. C.: SWP and YSA, 746 9th St. N. W., Second Floor, 

Wash., D. C. 20001. Tel: (202) 783-2363. 
WASHINGTON: Pullman: YSA, c/o Roger Snelgrove, 209 High St., 

Pullman, Wash. 99163. 
Seattle: Militant Bookstore, 5257 University Way N. E., Seattle, Wash. 

98105. Hrs. 11 a. m.-8 p.m., Mon.-Sot. Tel: (206) 523-2555. 
WISCONSIN: Madison: YSA, c/o Mary Jo Vogel, 411 W. Gorham St., 

Madison, Wis. 53703. Tel: (608) 256-1693. 



The Stalin School of Falsification 
introduction by George Saunders 
Written to explain the course of the Russian Revolution under 
the Stalinist bureaucracy by one of the leaders of that revolu­
tion, The Stalin School of Falsification traces Stalin's attempt to 
rewrite, and falsify, revolutionary history. This new edition con­
tains an introduction by George Saunders, who compares the 
methods used by the bureaucracy in the 1920s and 1930s against 
Trotsky's writings and the methods utilized by the Soviet bureau­
cracy against current oppositionists. Notes, index. 368pp., $8.95, 
paper $3.45 

Writings of Leon Trotsky (1934-35) 
edited by George Breitman and Bev Scott -
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SOCIALIST 
CAMPAIGN 
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Andrew Pulley 
Socialist Workers Fbrty candidate 
for VICE PRESIDENT 
RICHARD X CLARK, leader of Attica 
Len Lear, Philo. Tribune 
Yussef EI-Hakim.Biack Veterans Union 

FRID<\Y, APRIL 7 1004 FILBERT ST. 
cocktails. 6:~; dimer. 7:~; rally, 8 30. 
evening $350 rally only, $1 

ard 

Regional 
Socialist 
Conference 

IS BIO.OGY WO'v\EN'S DESTINY? 

BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY 

RICHARD X CLARK, Attica leader 

MAOISM, VIETNAM. md 
VvORLD RE'vOLUTION: 
A MARXIST VIEW 

SATURD<\Y, APRIL 8 
1004 FILBERT ST. \N<\5-4316 
50¢ h.s. & 75¢ per session 
:onference & banquet $5.50 

( ) $2 for 
ternational Socialist Review. 

( ) $6 for one year of The Militant. 

coverage 
Canadian labor movement, 
read Labor Challenge, a 
revolutionary-socialist bi­
weekly. 

Subscriptions: $3 a year. 
Labor Challenge, P. 0. Box 
6696, Station A, Toronto 1, 
Ontario. 

3 months of the In-A part of an eleven-volume series, this volume contains Trotsky's 
analysis of rhe Kirov assassination, and the events which followed. 
Moscow staged a sensational trial accusing various oppositionists, 
including Trotsky, of conspiracy to overthrow the government in 
collaboration with the imperialists. His answer exposed the scheme 
as a frame-up. Other writings include Trotsky's program of ac­
tion for French revolutionaries in the context of a rapidly grow­
ing French fascist movement, his discussion of problems in South 
Africa, and his outline of what a socialist America would be 
like. 368pp., $8.95, paper $3.45 

~ .) $1.50 for 6 months of The Militant for Gis. 
( ) New ( ) Renewal NAME __________________________________________ ~ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________ ___ 

CITY---------------:--- STATE~-------ZIP ___ _ 
Lane New Yo~k. N.Y. 10014 

The Struggle Against Fascism in Germany 
introduction by Ernest Mandel 
This collection, written between 1930 and 1940, brings together 
Trotsky's major writings on German fascism. In it he analyzed 
fascism's social base, outlined a concrete strategy for its defeat, 
and predicted the international scale of disaster which the tri­
umph of Nazism would- impose. Isaac Deutscher has called Trotsky's 
wl-itings on German fascism "his greatest political deed in exile." 
480pp., $12.50, paper $3.95 · 

Pathfinder Press, 410 West Street, New York, N.Y. 10014 

in the April issue of INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW 

Calendar and classified ad rates: 75 
cents per line of 56-charader-wide type­
written copy. Display ad rates: $10 per 
column inch ($7.50 if camera-ready ad 
is enclosed). Payment must be included 
with ads. The Militant is published each 
week on Friday. Deadlines for ad copy: 
Friday, one week preceding publication, 
for classified and display ads; Wednes­
day noon, two days preceding publica­
tion, for calendar ads. Telephone: (212) 
243-6392. 

WAGE CONTROLS AND THE UNIONS by Frank Lovell 
ENGELS AND WOMEN'S LIBERAT-ION by Evelyn Reed 
also: FRANCE SINCE THE UPHEAVAL OF MAY '68 by Gerard Filoche; MARTIN R. DELANY 
AND THE BEGINNINGS OF BLACK NATIONALISM by Derrick Morrison; IS YOUTH CULTURE 
REVOLUTIONARY? bv Arthur Maglin 

-----------------------------------( ) Enclosed is $2 for 3 months of the.ISR and 10 weeks of The Militant. 
( ) Enclosed is $1 for 3 months of the ISR. 
( ) Send me 1 year of the ISR for $5. 
Name------------ Address _ _._ _________ _ 
City State _________ _ Zip--:-
14 Charles Lane, N.Y., N.Y. 10014. 

THE MILITANT/APRIL 7, 1972 

How Nixon is 

'Vietnamizing' 

mass murder 

I • • Johnson first. Then Nixon. 
'since the beginning, Intercontinental 
Press has been exposing the real aims 
of the White House, the Pentagon,· 
the ·state Department, and the CIA 
in Indochina. 

Our forecasts have been borne out 
with remarkable consistency. 

U.S. troops out of Indochina NOW! 
To make your efforts more .effective, 
arm yourself with the facts. Read 
Intercontinental Press every week. . 

Intercontinental Press 
P.O. Box 116 
Village Station 
New York, N.Y. 10014 

Name __________________ __ 

Street------------City ____________ _ 

State..,._ ____ Zip ___ ........ _ 

) Enclosed is $7.50 for 26 issues. 
) Enclosed is $15· for one year. 
) Enclosed is 50c for !l single copy., 
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THE MILITANT 
British government 
im~oses direct rule 
on Northern Ireland 
BY DAVE FRANKEL 
MARCH 28- The suspension of the 
Stormont parliament in Northern Ire­
land for one year by British Prime 
Minister Edward Heath- a suspen­
sion that many believe to be a pre­
lude to the introduction of a new sys­
tem of government- has struck down 
one of the central symbols of the op­
pression of the Catholic minority 
there. Maintained fqr more than '50 
years on the slogan of "a Protestant 
parliament for a Protestant people," 
the Stormont government finally foun­
dered in face of the massive opposi­
tion of the oppressed nationalist pop­
ulation of Northern Ireland. 

However, the declaration of direct 
rule by the Heath government, the 
promise that the hated policy of in­
ternment will be "phased out," and the 
vaguer promises of further changes 
have all had the effect of partially 
renewing the trust of the Catholic com­
munity for the British government, 
a sentiment that had virtually dis­
appeared after the introduction of in­
ternment last August. 

So far the most vocal opposition 
to Heath's decision has come from 
the right-wing Unionists. They called 
a two-day general strike and held 
mass rallies that have vowed non­
cooperation with the new British ad­
ministration. 

Alvin Shuster points out in a March 
27 New York Times article: "It was 
a more radical move than Mr. Heath 
had wanted to make. As the death 
toll rose, the Irish question was once 
again dominating British political life. 
The image of Britain abroad ... was 
slowly tarnishing. And the Ulster gov­
ernment remained intransigent to key 
proposals from London.". 

The general response to the British 
initiative in the nationalist communi­
ties is summed up in the statement 
of one Derry Catholic quoted by Mich­
ael Stern in the March 28 New York 
Times. He says, "we are all thirsting 
for peace. So are all the boys in the 
internment camps. The I. R. A. wants 
them out, so do I, but we have the 
Government's promise that they'll be 
let out gradual if the fight!ng stops. 
I'm for letting them prove it." 

The main hope of the Heath gov-

Photo by en Lemisch 

Liam McMillan, commander of the 
official Irish Republican Army in 
Belfast, spoke to 97 people at the 
New York Upper West Side Mili­
tant Forum, March 24. 
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ernment is that promises of reforms 
will cause division between the dif­
ferent sections of the Catholic com­
munity and lead to its demobiliza­
tion. This would allow the army to 
carry out its campaign against the 
left wing without fear of a mass con­
frontation. 

The reformist Social Democratic and 
Labour Party, according to the March 
27 Irish Times, "welcomed Mr. Heath's 
initiative and would give full co-op­
eration to its implementation," while 
claiming that it would not participate 
in any talks until internment is com­
pletely ended. 

Both wings of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) condemned the British 
move, pointing out that it met none 
of the demands of the Catholic com­
munity in the area of civil rights: an 
end to internment, amnesty for po­
litical prisoners, and withdrawal of 
the British troops from Ireland. In 
response to appeals from elements in 
the Catholic communities to call off 
military actions in order to test the 
proposals, the Official IRA has in­
dicated that it has carried out such 
actions only in defense. of the nation­
alist communities or in retaliation for 
specific outrages, and that it will con­
tinue this policy. The March 27 Irish 
Times reports that "it is now perfectly 
clear that there is a division of opin­
ion among the Provisional I. R. A. in 
Belfast as to whether or not their cam­
paign should be continued .... " 

The Northern Ireland Civil Rights 
Association and the Civil Resistance 
Movement have announced that they 
will continue their rallies and the cam­
paign of nonpayment of rents, and 
gas and electricity bills but will call 
off ill~gal marches for one month. 
The Northern Resistance Movement, 
another component of the civil rights 
movement in the North, indicated that 
it will continue all of its activities. 
All have insisted that the British pro­
posals meet none of their demands. 

The declaration of direct rule by 
the British government included some 
window-dressing measures- regular 
plebiscites on the question of the uni­
fication of Ireland (but to be held only 
in six of the 32 counties of Ireland) 
and the appointment of a commis­
sion supposedly representing all views 
in Northern Ireland. The commission 
will have only an advisory capacity. 

The British government has taken 
over formal responsibility for military 
operations in Northern Ireland, a re­
sponsibility it has always had in re­
ality. The Stormont government is be­
ing held in abeyance. According to 
Heath, "We intend within the next few 
weeks to set free, subject to safeguards 
where appropriate, those internees 
whose release is no longer thought 
likely to involve an unacceptable risk 
to security." 
. James Downey, writing in the March 

25 Irish Times, estimates that this 
would include only about 150 out 
of the almost 800 men now interned. 

Downey concludes by saying, "It is 
widely thought at Westminster that the 
amelioration involved in the scaling 
down of internment will be accom­
panied by even more stringent mil­
itary measures, including stricter con­
trol of the Border." 

Continued ~n page 22 

~Motive not political,' 
prosecution alleges 
in Davis frame-up 
By MICHAEL SCHREIBER 
SAN JOSE, Calif., March 27 -"The 
Soledad Brothers have been ac­
quitted," Angela Davis announced joy­
fully as she left the San Jose court­
house at noon today. Several min­
utes earlier, prosecuting attorney Al­
bert Harris had charged in his open­
ing statement that freedom for the Sole­
dad Brothers was Davis' principal ob­
jective when she planned, financed, 
and helped carry out a kidnapping 
and jailbreak attempt on Aug. 7, 
1970. 

Angef'a-Davis 

But her act, stated Harris, "was not 
done out of concern for social jus­
tice, and not to free political prison­
ers, but just to free the prisoner she 
loved." That prisoner, the singular in­
dividual to whom Davis supposedly 
committed "her life and fortune," was 
GeorgeJackson. . 

Harris asserted that Davis fell in 
love with Jackson at first sight when 
she attended a court session for the 
Soledad Brothers in April 1970. "By 
the end of May, her association with 
the Jackson family was at a point 
where she, Jonathan, and Mrs. Jack­
son [mother of Jonathan and George] 
bought ammunition together." But her 
passionate affair with Jackson, in­
toned the prosecutor, was not "con­
summated" until "the bloody day of 
horror." 

Harris stared at Davis, who was 
quietly taking notes. "Beneath that 
cool academic veneer," he said, "is a 
woman capable of being moved to 
violence by passion . . . a passion for 
Jackson that knew no bounds, a pas­
sion th'at had . no respect for life . . . 
it's the oldest motive we know." 

The key element in Davis' love life, 
the prosecution contends, was 
George's 17-year-old brother, Jona­
than; because of his youth he was 
able to enter the Marin County court­
house Aug. 7 without arousing suspi­
cion. Jonathan Jackson's briefcase 
supposedly contained an automatic 
pistol, a rlfie, a sawed-.off shotgun, 
three books in French, and two books 
with Davis' signature on the inside 
cover. 

Jackson entered the courtroom in 
which San Quentin convict James Mc­
Clain was being tried for assaulting a 
prison guard. McClain, who was rep­
resenting himself, had called several 
witnesses to testify in his behalf, in­
cluding Ruchell Magee and Willie 
Christmas. 

After taking four hostages in an 

escape attempt, the prisoners and Jon­
athan Jackson inadvertently met news 
photographer Jim Keane in the cor­
ridor. Keane says he heard Jackson 
call out, "Tell them we want the Sole­
dad Brothers released by 12 o'clock." 
This is the only piece of evidence sub­
mitted that links Aug. 7, 1970, with 
a possible attempt to free the Soledad 
Brothers who were not present at the 
time of the incident. 

As the group of convicts- and hos­
tages tried to escape in a yellow van, 
they were fired on by the police. 
Nineteen seeonds later, McClain, 
Christmas, Jackson, and Judge Har­
old Haley were dead. While the shoot­
~g was taking place, Harris told the 
jury, Davis was waiting for the yel­
low van at the San Francisco air­
port. It inight be presumed that 
George Jackson and the Soledad Bro­
thers were to be exchanged for the 
hostages at the airport, and that they 
and Davis would then fly to an 
unknown destination. But by some 
means that Harris did not · explain, 
Davis learned that the kidnapping at­
tempt had failed and hurriedly took 
a plane to Los Angeles. She was ar­
rested two months later in New York 
City. 

SAN JOSE, Calif., March 28-Angela 
Davis's opening statement to the court 
was postponed this morning because 
of an alleged escape attempt from the 
Santa Clara County jail, which is next 
door to the courtroom where Davis 
is being tried. One of the escapees, 
a white prisoner named Chuck Wil­
liamson, was killed by the police. 

The story Under Sheriff Thomas 
J. Rosa gave to the press is that at 
about 8:30 a.m., three prisoners 
charged with felonious robbery- Nor­
man Lucas, Ted Guerrero, and Wil­
liamson- were in the jail dispensary. 
The prisoners pulled out what ap­
peared to be prison-made knives and 
threatened to kill a cop and a secre­
tary they had taken as hostages un­
less authorities provided them with 
an automobile for the escape. About 
two hours later the prisoners decided 
they had negotiated long enough. Still 
armed only with knives, they 
demanded that one of the policemen 
who confronted them hand over his 
gun. The cop refused, the prisoners 
threatened to kill the hostages, and 
at that point "the officers moved in." 

In order to provide firsthand re­
porting of the Angela Davis trial, 
Militant reporter Michael Schreiber 
will be attending the trial every 
day. Beginning in our next issue, 
we will print a summary of each 
day's highlights in the trial, in. ad­
dition to a news article. If your 
subscription is about to expire, re­
new now so you won't miss any 
of these articles. 

During the incident, a crowd of spec­
tators gathered outside the jail build­
ing. Chicanos in the crowd became 
angry when they learned that two of 
the prisoners, Guerrero and Lucas, 
were Chicanos. 

The killing of five Chicanos and 
Blacks by the San Jose police in the 
last 21 months has led to a move­
ment for community control of the 
city pollee. 


