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Set May 17 action 

arc on 
• ·U-A 

Militant/ Mary Ja Hendrickson 

NAACP leader Thomas Atkins addressing National Student Conference Against 
Racism. The ~,000 participants voted to support NAACP call for May 17 pro­
test. For story on conference, see page 3. 

The Boston NAACP has called a national 
march on Boston for May 17, the anni­
versary of the 1954 Supreme Court deci­
sion outlawing school segregation. The 
group's action was announced Feb. 14 by 
Thomas Atkins, Boston NAACP president. 
· On May 17, Atkins declared, ((we will 
ask · that thousands of people from around 
the country come to Boston to support 
school desegregation. 

((We will be asking NAACP branches, 
1,800 strong across the country, to assist 
us in organizing such a national show of 
support for school desegregation, and in 
organizing the national campaign against 
the effort to write the Black community out 
of the United States Constitution." 

The NAACP has some 400,000 members 
nationally, and it is the largest civil rights 
organization in the country. 

Atkins noted that on March 18 the pro­
segregation forces are planning. a march 
on Washington to lobby for an antibusing 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Thus 
the NAACP-initiated march will be able to 
directly answer this racist mobilization. 

Atkins made the announcement of the 
NAACP call in his address to a teach-in 
at Boston University (see page 6 for major 
excerpts from his remarks). The teach-in was 
the opening event of the National Student 
Conference Against Racism, which later vot­
ed full support to the May 17 demonstration. 

In asking the student conference to join 
in building· the action, Atkins said, HIt is 
my hope that this May 1 7 rally will be the 
result of a broad..:based coalition of organi­
zations and individuals working together, 
each in their own way, to achieve one uni­
fied purpose. " 

He said the protest would not only help 
· organize the nationwide desegregation strug­
gle, but also would ffshow tangible support 
for the embattled Black students whose very 
right to enter certain parts of this city has 
been challenged." 

Atkins concluded: ff If school desegrega­
tion cannot be brought about in Boston, then 
it won't happen anywhere else in the North." 

HThat's why this fight must continue. And 
that's why we must win." 
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In Brief 
RED-BAITING IN WASHINGTON: "Do you remem­
ber who Stephanie Coontz is? She was a leader in the 
mass demonstrations at the U of W (University of Wash­
lngton) in .the late sixtjes; and then was·a congressional 
candidate of the Socialist Workers Party. Most·recently 
she's been on the staff of a left-wing publication in New 
York City, and is editor of a new book called Life in 
America Today: Private Profit, Social Lou.- What kind 
of political philosophies do you think her students are 
going to learn?'' 

That was the reactio~ of a commentator on a Seattle 
television station to the recent appointment of Coontz, 
a former associate editor of the International Socialist 
Review~ to the faculty of Evergreen State College in 
Washington Stp.te. The appointment has evoked the wrath 
of local red-baiters. State Representative James Kuehnle 
also condemned the hiring of the socialist and threat­
ened to cut funds to the college. 

"Is it any wonder our colleges arj! turning out young 
people disenchanted with the free-~terprise system which 
has built this country ·and believing that violence is an 
acceptable instrument E>f social change. .. ?'' the TV 
commentator asked. 

Coontz's response to the red-baiters was contained in 
an article on the controversy printed in the Feb. 5 Seattle ·· 
Times. "All of the demonstrations I and the Student Mo­
bilization Committee organized were peaceful and legal," 
she said. Coontz charged that her attackers "violate every 
element of democracy they pretend to stand for." 

ERA FIGHT CONTINUES: The Georgia senate voted 
Feb. 17 to kill the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) 
by a vote of 33 to 22. Anti-ERA forces had mobilized 
a strong lobbying campaign for its defeat. 

Meanwhile, in Indiana the National Organization for 
Women, Hoosiers for the ERA, and the· newly formed 
Campus Committee for the ERA at Indiana University 
in Bloomington are campaigning to get the Indiana 
legislature to pass the amendment. The groups are plan­
ning a March 1 rally in front of the statehouse in In­
dianapolis. 

The rally will be followed by a march to the Indianap­
olis Convention Center, where a meeting will be held. 

The amendment must be ratified by four more states 
to reach the 38 states necessary for final passage. 

'CAMPAIGN REFORMS': It had been only three days 
since a bomb explosion came very close to injuring 
some 25 people inside the Socialist Workers campaign 
headquarters in t.os Angeles. Nonetheless, the California 
Fair Political Practices Commission refused Feb. 7 to 
consider a request to exempt the Socialist Workers cam­
paign committees from provisions of a new law requiring 
public disclosure of the names and addresses of cam­
paign supporters eontributing more than $50. 

Despite arguments by American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACL U) attorney Mark Rosenbaum that making the 
names of campaign contributors a matter of public rec­
ord would clearly expose them to harassment, especially 
after the murderous attack in Los Angeles, the com­
mission denied it had the power to grant such an 
exemption. 

The ACL U now plans to file a motion in Los Angeles 
Superior Court requesting an injunction to prevent the 
state from requiring disclosure of the names. 

ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE: Nearly 200 supporters 
of independence for Eritrea, the embattled northern prov­
ince of Ethiopia, held a demonstration in New York City 
Feb. 7 demanding an end to U.S. aid to the Ethiopian 
junta and full independence for Eritrea. 

The demonstration began at the New York· Times 
building, where a picket line and rally publicized the 
demands and protested distortions in that paper's cov­
erage of the Eritrean struggle. 

The demonstrators, mostly Eritrean students and U. S. 
supporters, then marched to the United Nations head­
quarters and set up another picket line. 

The New York Times reported Feb. 18 that the U.S. 
government is studying a request by the junta for an 
emergency airlift of $30-million in armaments for the 
war against Eritrea. 

BERKELEY BALLOT VICTORY: As a result of ini­
tiatives by. the Coll)mlttee for Democratic Election Laws 
(CoDEL) and the 'Socialist Workers Party, the Berkeley 
city council on Feb. 4 abolished a $100 fee required 
of candidates in the city elections in order to have a 
statement printed in a booklet mailed to every voter. 

Opponents of the fee argued that it placed a price 
tag on· what should be a free and democratic right of 
all candidates. CoDEL had sec'!}red the endorsement 
of several prominent' ftgU,es in the Bay Area for the 
resolution 'to abolish the fee. The resolution was placed 
before the body by council member Ira Simmons. 

,.•'' 

Carl Finamore, SWP candidate for mayor of Berkeley, 
told the council that the fee, by screening out candidates 
who cannot afford to pay, deprives the electorate of 
"the right to know.;' 

"Radical" council members ilona Hancock and Ying 
Kelley proposed substituting a petitioning requirement 
for the filing fee. During the debate, however, they were 
won o-ver to supporting the resolution by Mayor War­
ren Widener and council member Henry Ramsey, who 
are both generally viewed as conservative council mem­
bers. 

H.O.USTON 12: A partial victory has been won in the 
case of 12 antiwar demonstrators facing jail on trumped­
up charges in Houston. 

The prosecuting attorney dropped the charge of "as- • 
sault with intent to murder a police officer" against three 
of the five defendants who went on trial for that offense 
Feb. 3. The jury then found the other tWo innocent of 
that charge but guilty of a lesser charge of "aggravat­
ed assault." 

The judge sentenced Bartee Haile and William Chris­
tiansen to two years' probation. If found guilty of the 
more serious charge, the two could have received life 
imprisonment. All 12 still face prosecution on a mis­
demeanor charge of" assault on a police officer." 

The case originated in October 1973 when Houston 
police attacked a picket line organized by Youth Against 
War and Fascism to protest the U.S. and Israeli roles 
in the Mideast war. 

FORBIDDEN MURALS: Back in the 1930s the pr-.nt 
vice-president of this country commissioned the famed 
Mexican muralist Diego Rivera to paint a mural in the 
newly constructed Rockefeller Center. When the· artist's 
vision produced a portrait of Lenin and an unflatter­
ing image of one of the patron's ancestors, Rockefeller 
had the mural removed. 

This incident is recalled by an item in the January 
issue of Steel Labor, published by the steelworkers union. 
The city council of Blue Island, Ill., halted· completion 
of an outdoor mural depicting the struggle of Chicano 
workers. The Latin American Advisory Council went to 
court to gain permission for Ute artists, including a Chi­
cano steelworker, to complete the''forbidden mural." , 

This time the outcome was different .. A federal judge 
granted an injunction forbidding the city council from 
interfering with the completion of the work. 

THE MILITANT GETS AROUND: People in Wales have 
had their own experiences with attempts to suppress their 
language and culture, and the Jan. 24-30 issue of Welsh 
Nation reprinted Miguel Pendas's article on "The case 
for bilingualism" from the Dec. 6, 1974, Militant. The 
same issue reports that a Welsh play about Trotsky was 
recently presented on television there. 
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2,000 students back· NAACP call 
for mass antiracist protest May 17 

By CAROLINE LUND 
Two thousand people came to Boston 
University the weekend of Feb. 14-
16 to attend the National Student Con­
ference Against Racism. 

The historic gathering mapped out 
a massive spring campaign designed 
to mobilize a nationwide response to 
the racist offensive against school d~ 
segregation focused on Boston. 

The conference voted to endorse and 
mobilize youth behind the call by the 
Boston NAACP for a national march 
on Boston May 17. The student con­
ference adopted the following de­
m ands: "Desegregate the Boston 
schools now! Keep the buses rolling! 
Stop the racist attacks on Black 
students!" 

It was decided that April 4, the an­
niversary of the assassination of Mar­
tin Luther King, would be the begin­
ning of a six-week campaign of local 
actions and educational activities in 
cities across the country building up 
to the May 17 march . 

. The participants- about 25 percent 
Black and Puerto Rican-voted to 
launch a new organization, the Na­
tional Student Coalition Against 
Racism, to carry out this campaign. 
The coalition, which will set up a 
national office in Boston, is open to 
all students and youth who support 
its objectives, regardless of other po­
litical views or affiliations. 

Young people streamed into the con­
ference from throughout the country, 
including the West Coast, by busload, 
carload, and plane. Buses came from 
as far as Houston, St. Louis, and 
Atlanta. 

It was a conference representative 
of the manifold aspects of the struggle 
against racism -from the desegrega­
tion struggles in various cities, to the 
struggles by Black student unions and 
for Black and Puerto Rican com­
munity control of schools, to the fight 
against racism in the teachers unions, 
to the antiracist efforts of religious 
and political groups, to legal suits 
aimed at various aspects of racism. 

The overwhelming sentiment among 
participants was that what happens 
in Boston is of crucial importance for 
all these struggles. It is a battleground 
where a victory for either side will 
have implications far beyond Boston. 

The conference wa_s called by a meet­
ing of 250 students following the Dec. 
14 antiracist march in Boston. On the 
eve of that march the students had 
built a highly successful teach-in that 
helped to explain and publicize the 
goals of the march. 

Teach-in 
This conference also began with a 

teach-in on Friday evening. It was 
attended by more than 1,000 persons, 
as buses continued to roll in from 
other cities for the start of the con­
ference the next day. 

The teach-in set the tone of 
unity and enthusiasm that prevailed 
throughout the conference. The high 
point was the call by Thomas Atkins, 
president of the Boston NAACP, for 
a mass rally in Boston on May 17, 
the anniversary of the 1954 Supreme 
Court decision against school segre­
gation. 

With forces from the NAACP- the 
largest civil rights organization in the 
country- initiating the march, the 
potential exists for it to be a truly 
massive protest that could deal a 
powerful blow to the racists. 

In his speech, Atkins posed this per­
spective before the conference (see 
page 6 for excerpts from Atkins's re­
marks). 
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Other speakers at the teach-in in­
cluded Joette Chauncy, a Black high 
school student in B·oston; Reverend 
Vernon Carter of the All Saints Lu­
theran Church in Boston; Luis 
Fuentes, suspended school superin­
tendent in New York City's District 
1; author Jonathan Kozol; James 
Meredith, who was the first Black stu­
dent to attend the University of Mis­
sissippi; Marii Hasegawa, national 
president of the Women's Interna­
tional League for Peace and Freedom; 
Benjamin Spack; Maceo Dixon and 
Robert Harper, conference coordi­
nators; and Willie Mae Reid, vice­
presidential candidate of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

Caretta Scott King and Shirley Gra­
ham DuBois both sent messages ex­
pressing support for the conference. 
Later in the conference a message was 
read from Kathy Kelly, president of 
the National Student Association 
( NSA), pledging the support of NSA 
officers and affiliates to the antiracist 
campaign and the May 17 march. 

Seriousness displayed 
From the very beginning of the con­

ference on Saturday it was clear that 
the overwhelming majority of partici­
pants had come with an attitude of the 
utmost seriousness. 

Under the first point on the agenda, 
organization of the conference, a num­
ber of persons from a Brooklyn Mao­
ist group, the Puerto Rican Rev­
olutionary Workers Organization 
(PRRWO), and from the Young Work­
ers Liberation League (YWLL), at­
tempted to bog down the proceedings 
with procedural wrangles and charges 
that the conference was "prearranged" 
or being manipulated. 

It later became clear that the 
PRRWO was part of an organized 
grouping that had come to the con­
ference with the sole intent of disrupt­
ing or destroying it. 

The vast majority of participants, 
however, were eager to proceed with 
the proposed schedule of workshopi, 
at which all positions and proposals 
on the struggle against racism could 
be discussed and debated. They voted 
overwhelmingly to get on with the 
work of the conference. 

The rich discussions that occurred 
in the well-attended workshops reflect­
ed the diversity of experience present 
at the conference. 

The first session of workshops was 
designed for general political discus­
sion on "The situation in Boston­
Where do we go from here?" Each 
workshop was provided with resource 
people, who ranged from NAACP 
leaders, to a Hyde Park High School 
teacher, to a college Black studies co­
ordinator, to a Boston school bus 
driver who was recently the victim 
of a racist assault. 

The overwhelming majority of par­
ticipants in the first set of workshops 
voted to endorse the spring action 
proposal put forth by four of the con­
ference coordinators, Marcia Codling, 
Maceo Dixon, Paul Mailhot, and Ray 
Sherbill. It included support for the 
NAACP call for the May 17 march. 

The second category of workshops 
dealt with the relationship of the Bos­
ton struggle to other struggles, such 
as the fight for Black and Puerto 
Rican community control of schools, 
the fight against racist deportations, 
campus struggles against racism, the 
United Farm Workers' struggle, the 
struggle of teachers against racism, 
the struggle for bilingual education, 
and the desegregation struggle in 
Pasadena, Calif. 

In the workshops the main political 
debates of the conference began to 
emerge. These were later discussed 
thoroughly in the plenary sessions 
Saturday evening and Sunday. 

Political debates 
The main topics that generated de­

bate were the role of white people 
and the role of students in the fight 
against racism, and the relationship 
of the fight for quality education in 
general to the fight for the right of 
Blacks to an equal education. 

Members of the Young Workers 
Liberation League supported the May 
17 action proposal, but argued for 
three amendments. One was that April 
4 be the starting point for local ac­
tions leading up to the May 17 march. 
This idea gained general support. 

The other two YWLL amendments 
were 1) to recognize the "special re-

sponsibility" of whites in fighting 
racism among whites, and 2) to rec­
ognize that students "are not in the 
leadership of progressive forces but 
can play a role" if they "subordinate" 
themselves to "the comm~nity." 

These two amendments were con­
fusing to many people. Someone 
asked, for example, whether the 
second amendment meant that this 
student conference could not make its 
own decisions, but would have to ask 
for approv-al from some vague "com­
munity"-force.s. 

Another speaker pointed out the 
leadership role of students in the anti­
war movement and noted how the 
Watergate tapes showed the ruling 
class's fear oHhe student movement. 

Finally the maker of the amendment 
agreed that the word "subordinate" 
was a bad one and should be delet­
ed. He said the motion just meant stu­
dents should work in consultatio-n and 

-cooperation with the Black com­
munity. 

The meaning of the amendment on 
Continued on next page 

Who was there 
The bus from Houston took 40 
hours to bring its 38 passengers 
to Baston. It didn't take that long 
for everybody to get to the con­
ference, but that is one example of 
the sort of effort that went into mak­
ing this the broadest student gath­
ering in recent years. 

The credentials report told the 
story. A total of 2,009 people reg­
istered for the conference. They 
came from 27 states and Washing­
ton, D. C., 147 colleges, 58 high 
schools, and 113 organizations. 

There were members of 50 Black 
student groups present. Women 
comprised 45 percent of conference 
participants. 

The top 10 areas in terms of at­
tendance were: Massachusetts, 621; 
New York State, 389; Pennsylvania, 
175; Michigan, 96; Georgia, 88; 
Ohio, 58; Illinois, 52; Indiana, 47; 
Washington, D. C., 47; and Mis-
souri, 43. ' 
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... 2,000 students back call for May 17 
Continued from preceding poge 
the role of whites was also unclear 
to many participants. Some of those 
arguing for it would make statements 
such as: "You can't write off people 
as racists and refuse to have anything 
to do with them," and "Nobody in this 
room can say they are not racist." 

One young woman received ap­
plause when she pointed out that in 
the case of the hard-core racists, "the 
way to deal with them is not to plead 
with them to change their views, but 
to build a mass movement strong 
enough to intimidate them." 

Andrew Pulley from the Young So­
cialist Alliance said that in his view 
"the white people here shouldn't wal­
low in liberal guilt, which seems to be 
part of the tone of this amendment. 
You whites who are here are among 
the best, and you should go back to 
your local ar.eas and get all kinds of 
people involved, to make the May 17 
action the most massive possible." 

Peter Camejo, 1976 presidential can­
didate of the Socialist Workers Party, 
spoke from the floor aaying that he 
felt tbere could be agreement on all 
three amendments if they were 
clarified. 

He said, "We're obviously all op­
posed to working with racists such 
as those in groups that exclude Black 
people. It is absolutely correct that 
we want to get as many white peo­
ple, Black people, Chicanos, as many 
as possible, to come to the demonstra­
tion May 17. Whether a white person 
gets a leaflet for the march from a 
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Maceo Dixon, a coordinator of the con­
ference, spoke for massive action on . 
May 17. 

white person, or from a Black per­
son, or from a Latino, that doesn't 
matter. rm sure the YWLL would 
agree on this, that all of us want to 
try to reach out to the entire popu­
lation to build this action. 

"Nor would there be disagreement, 
I'm sure, that the Black community 
is leading its own struggle, and stu­
dents are working with, consulting 
with them in one struggle." 

After these clarifications, all three 
amendments from the YWLL were ap­
proved by the conference. 

Quality education 
The issue of the fight for quality ed­

ucation was raised from two different 
standpoints. On the one hand, a pro­
posal was put forward by Robert Har­
per and Ray Sherbill, two of the con-
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ference coordinators, that elaborated 
a perspective for the campuses in 
·building the May 17 action. This pro­
posal also stated: "Rather than ignore 
the issue of 'quality education,' we 
must give it its proper definition and 
demand that better educational equip­
ment, instruction and facilities irDm e­
diately follow, if not accompany, the · 
desegregation of the Boston schools." 

The Harper-Sherbill proposal made 
clear, however, that "quality educa­
tion" was-,not counterposed to the fight 
for equal education, but rather, that 
the fight to desegregate the schools is 
the starting point for demanding im­
proved education. 

"The issue in Boston is desegrega­
tion," said Harper, speaking from the 
floor. 

The Harper-Sherblll proposal was 
approved ailmost unanimously. 

Others, including supporters of the 
Party for Workers Power,. the Revolu­
tionary Student Brigade, and Progres­
sive Labor Party, put forth the idea 
that ·the demand for quality education 
should take priority over, or be sub­
stituted for, the demand to enf~rce the 
desegregation order through busing. 

They argued that Black students 
should give up the busing struggle 
since they were only getting attacked 
by the racists and were not getting 
an education because even the white 
schools were no good. One proposal 
even called for shutting down schools 
like South Boston High rather than 
enforcing the right of Blacks to go 
there. 

These views were decisively rejected 
by the conference. Speakers pointed 
out that even though South Boston 
High could be greatly improved, the 
issue is not that, but the right of Black 
people to attend school anywhere. To 
retreat from this demand is a capitu­
lation to the racists, who raise the de­
m and for "quality education" against 
the fight for desegregation-as a rac­
ist code word for segregated ed­
ucation. 

Lunch counters 
In one of the workshops a woman 

from Houston made a good analogy 
with the civil rights struggle to inte­
grate Woolworth's lunch counters in 
the early 1960s. She said what if, 
when the racist resistance had mount­
ed, the students had said, "Well, may­
be we should just go eat somewhere 
else. After all, what kind of food can 
you get at Woolworth's? We aren't 
interested in the right to eat this rot­
ten food." 

The analogy made clear that the 
struggle for the right of Blacks to go 
to school, or eat, wherever they please 
is the basic question, whatever the na­
ture of the restaurant, or the school, 
or the means necessary to accomplish 
this right. 

Another issue that received some dis­
cussion was the demand by leaders 
of the Boston Black community that 
federal troops be sent to enforce the 
desegregation order against the rac­
ists. The majority sentiment at the 
conference was clearly in favor of de­
m anding that all necessary force be 
used to stop the racist mobs, includ­
ing federal troops. 

When the question of the demand 
for troops was raised on the floor of 
a plenary session, however, it was 
decided that the National Student 
Coalition Against Racism should not 
take a position on it at this time. 

Several speakers urged that discus­
sion should continue within the stu­
dent movement on this important 
question, while everyone could work 
together on the basis of the three de-
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Marcia Codling, from Northeastern Uni­
versity, was elected as a national coor­
dinator. 

mands adopted for the May 17 march. 
At the Sunday plenary session a 

thorough discussion took place on the 
structure of the new organization. 

Two proposals were put forth, one 
by the five conference coordinators 
and one by the Young Workers Lib­
eration League. 

The coordinators' proposal was 
short and simple, proposing that the 
organization be open to all students 
and youth supporting its aims, with 
a national steering committee consist­
ing of a representative from each 
chapter of the new organization as 
well as from each national and local 
organization supporting the aims of 
the new organization. 

The YWLL submitted a longer pro­
posal, which said that the steering 
committee should be open only to 
representatives of statewide bodies of 
the new organization, not to repre­
sentatives of the local chapters- in 
addition to representatives of other or­
ganizations. 

It also contained some positive 
ideas, such as a recommendation that 
each national organization be asked 
to supply a full-time staff person to 
work out of the new organization's 
national office in building toward the 
May 17 action. 

After much discussion a compromise 
proposal on structure was formulated, 
incorporating the good points from 
each of the two proposals as well as 
other suggestions that had been made 
from the floor. 

The compromise proposal included 
the name proposed by the YWLL­
National Student Coalition Against 
Racism -as well as several other sec­
tions of the YWLL proposal. It main­
tained the conference coordinators' 
proposal that the steering committee be 

. open to representatives of local chap­
ters, and also proposed that nomi­
nations be made from the floor to 
broaden out the list of five national co­
ordinators, especially with the object 
of adding more women coordinators. 

All the conference coordinators ac­
cepted the compromise as a substi­
tute for their proposal. Matty Berkel­
hamm er, organizational secretary of 
the YWLL, insisted, however, that the 
local chapters should be excluded 
from the steering committee, and 
moved that section of the YWLL pro­
posal as an amendment to the com­
promise proposal. 

This amendment was voted down, 
and the compromise proposal was 
pa-ssed with only a dozen or so voting 
against. The national coordinators 
who were elected were the five con­
ference coordinators- Robert Harper 

of the Harvard-Radcliffe African and 
Afro-American Student Association; 
Maceo Dixon, one of the initiators of 
the Dec. 13 student antiracist teach­
in; Ray Sherbill, president of the Bos­
ton University Student Union; Marcia 
Codling, chairperson of the Minority 
Affairs Committee of the Northeast­
ern University Student Federation; 
and Paul Mailhot, a student from Bos­
ton State College- as well as Joette 
Chauncy, a 16-year-old Black student 
being bused to Lexington High School 
in Boston; and Anell Bond, a student 
from the University of Massachusetts 
in Boston. 

Upon adoption of the main action 
proposals, as well as the compromise 
structure proposal, the entire hall 
burst forth with applause. There was 
a widespread feeling of pride that the 
conference had been able to hold to­
gether so many people of diverse back­
grounds and views, to debate out all 
views democratically, and to come up 
with a plan for united action. 

Disruption attempt 
Amid this general desire for demo­

cratic discussion and unity in action, 
however, the conference faced a se­
rious attempt by sol"1e participants 
to break up and destroy the confer­
ence. 

When the plenary session began 
Saturday evening, a crowd of 30 or 
40 persons filed into the aisles, scream­
ing and jeering. They took over one 
of the floor microphones, demanding 
to speak as long as they pleased. 

This move had been deliberately 
planned at a closed meeting of 30 
or 40 people, most of them from the 
PRRWO, held during the first work­
shop session. During the second work­
shop session, this core of disrupters 
had called a "Black students work­
shop," to which about 100 Blacks and 
some whites from Maoist sects showed 
up, most of them unaware that the 
leaders of the workshop were planning 
to physically -disrupt the conference. 

At this workshop, the disrupters tried 
to whip up sentiment against the whole 
conference, especially centering on the 
red-baiting charge that the conference 
was "dominated" by the Socialist Work­
ers Party and Young Socialist Al­
liance. 

While many of the disrupters used 
revolutionary-sounding verbiage, one 
of the main instigators behind the 
workshop was Lawrence Elliot, a 
Democrat who heads a city commis­
sion in Detroit. 

As the disrupters tried to take over 
the microphone Saturday night, it was 
clear that they were out to provoke 
a physical confrontation. One of them 
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Matty Berkelhammer, of Young Workers 
Liberation League, discussing structure 
proposals. 



protest 
was openly carrying a knife. Amid the 
din of their shouting and hooting, a 
couple of people stationed around the 
hall would blow whistles in an ap­
parent attempt to creat general appre­
hension or panic. Members of the sec­
tarian Spartacist League began yell­
ing encouragement to the disrupters 
at this point. 

When conference participants voted 
to allow the disrupters to speak, their 
real political line came out. Far from 
showing concern for the interests of 
Black students, they proceeded to at­
tack the entire conference,' the desegre­
gation struggle, the NAACP, "forced 
busing,"- and the demand for federal 
troops to be used against the racists. 

Red-baiting 
Running through their whole har­

angue was a red-baiting attack on 
the Socialist Workers Party and the 
Young Socialist Alliance. 

They attacked the desegregation 
struggle and the May 1 7 action pro­
posal as an attempt "to use 1965 tac­
tice in 1975." 

They finally called for a walkout, 
since it was clear to them that they 
were receiving no support and that the 
conference marshals surrounding 
them were prepared to enforc;e the 
democratic right of the 2,000 partici~ 
pants at the conference to proceed. 

They left saying, "We demand an 
end to busing, an end to federal 
troops, and an end to this "whole 
fucked-up reactionary conference!" 

Only about 100 people walked out, 
and many of these came back to the 
conference after checking out the rump 
group's meeting. 

Mter the walkout, the conference re­
sponded with enthusiasm to the re­
marks by Omari Musa of the Pasa­
dena, Calif., Committee Against Seg­
regated Education and the Socialist 
Workers Party. He noted that the poli­
tics of the disrupters was to abstain 
from and 'attack the real struggle that 
is going on against racism.' 

"Somebody accused us of using 
19 65 tactics in 197 5," he said. "Well, 
did we win victories with those tactics 
in 1965?" 

Malik Miah, national chairperson 
of the Young Socialist Alliance, took 
the floor later tQ answer the red-bait­
ing attacks on the YSA "It's totally 
false that this conference is dominated 
by the YSA or SWP," he declared. "Of 
the other 2,000 people who have reg­
istered here, the overwhelming major­
ity are not affiliated to any particu­
lar political organization. The red­
baiting attacks that have been made 
here are an attack on all of us here." 

Red-baiting against the SWP and 
YSA, he said, was merely a cover 
for attacking the aims of the confer­
ence itself. 

He explained that it was true the 
YSA had thrown itself into building 
the student conference, and urged all 
other groups to do the same. "We're 
involved because we support the aims 
of this conference, we support desegre­
gation of the schools, we support keep­
ing the buses rolling, and we support 
stopping the racist attacks against 
Black people." 

As the conference closed late Sun­
day afternoon, the feeling of many 
people was summed up by. a student 
from San Francisco State College. She 
said from the floor that she had been 
sent to the conference by her 'student 
government and that "this has been 
the most exciting conference I have 
ever attended." 

People trooped back to their buses 
extremely tired but confident that they 
had participated in a historic event 
that could help lead to a massive, 
united show of strength on May 17 
against the racist offensive in Boston. 

THE MILITANT/FEBRUARY 28, 1975 

High schoolers discuss ·strategy 
By BAXTER SMITH 
BOSTON- Even though most of the 
people there were high school students, 
it was definitely not the typical high 
school classroom setting. 

To start with, nobody brought text­
books. Some people kept their hats 
on. Some propped their feet up on 
chairs. A guy in the corner blew smoke 
rings. Occasional cuss words could 
be heard, and to top it all off, the 
"teacher" ... well, the person in 
charge, didn't even care. 

The honest, probing discussion thv.t 
took place on how to stop the racist 
offensive against school desegregation 
and how to combat racist beliefs 
would also be definitely out of order 
in a ty.pical high school classroom. 

The 40 or so people present were 
not gathered for a high school class 
but for the high school workshop at 
the National Student Conference 
Against Racism. 

They came from faraway high 
schools in Houston and nearby high 
schools in Boston to discuss the ques­
tions Joette Chauncy, the workshop 
coordinator posed: 

"How can we as high school stu­
dents approach this problem? And 
what can we do in our high schools?" 

How to combat racist beliefs became 
a focus for much of the discussion. 

"Look at it like this," one white stu­
dent with dark, curly hair was saying. 
"You learned somehow that it isn't 
good to be racist. And that's what 
we have to do. We have to teach peo-
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Militant's Baxter Smith (right) talks with Houston high school students 

ple not to be racists and sort of con­
vert them." 

While he supported the May 17 dem­
onstration proposal, he believed the 
focus of energy should be on winning 
over those with racist notions through 
individual discussions with them, rath­
er than by organizing a movement 
based on mass action in support of 
desegregation. 

He also argued that the responsi­
bility of white students was to talk 
to other whites, which he counterposed 
to working to win support for the up­
coming action from everyone, white 
and Black, who supports desegrega­
tion. 

"The way you win people over," said 

a student in reply to him, "is by orga­
nizing a inass movement, a show of 
force to teach the racists that they can't 
have their way." 

A young woman in a light-green 
blouse agreed. "It's not just talking 
that changes racists. It takes a histori­
cal situation. You have to have a situ­
ation where the racists see that they're 
up against the power and numbers 
of Black people and others who sup­
port them, and then and only then 
will they back down. 

"And it has to be at the initiative 
of Black people. They have to take 
the lead in this fight, not white stu­
dents. Everybody knows that it's the 

Continued on page 22-

Antiracist activists look to Boston 
By NELSON BLACKSTOCK 
BOSTON- They traveled from 
throughout the country to the city that 
has become the main battleground in 
the fight against racism. They all 
came to help in the fight here, but 
many also came to report on their 
own local struggles and to draw the 
connections with what is happening 
in Boston today. -

Michael Zinzun conducted a work­
shop concerning the busing struggle 
he is involved with in Pasadena, Cal­
if., and similar struggles in other 
cities. Pasadena is the scene of a con­
frontation between probusing forces 
and a racist school board. The board 
spent $_200,000 in legal fees to com­
bat a court-ordered school desegrega­
tion plan and then beg an justifying 
cutbacks aimed at blocking the plan 
on the grounds that there is a short­
age of funds. The board has fired 
several bus drivers and cut the sal­
aries of the remaining drivers in half. 

Zinzun, who is chairperson of the 
Pasadena. Community Information 
Center and an activist in_ the Com­
mittee Against Segregated Education 
(CASE), told about plans for a CASE 
conference against racism in education 
scheduled for Feb. 22. 

Comments from several workshop 
participants made it clear that both 
probusing and antibusing forces 
around the country are carfully watch­
ing developments in Boston. 

"I'm from Louisville," Katherine 
Sedwick said, "and busing is scheduled 
to begin there next fall. I came to this 
_conference to bring back some ideas 
that may help prevent another Bos­
ton." 

A young Black man from Denver 
reported that an organization in that 
city called Citizens Association for 
Neighborhood Schools is drawing in­
spiration from the racist offensive in 
Boston. "They use the same code 
words- 'quality education' and 
'neighborhood schools'- to mask 
their racism," he said. 

Stuart Johnson from Milwaukee said 
that a federal judge is scheduled to 
rule within three months on a suit 
to desegregate schools in his city. A 
local newspaper recently printed the 
results of a poll that indicated many 
citizens feel that the potential exists 
in Milwaukee for a situation more 
explosive than Boston. 

In Philadelphia a formerly white 
school that is now predominantly 
Black and Puerto Rican is the center 
of the fight against racist education, 
another participant in the workshop 
reported. Edison High School has 
been allowed by the school board to 
physically deteriorate. In response, 
students at the high school are de­
m anding that the board build a new 
school. Sixteen Puerto Rican students 
active in Aspira, an organization en­
gaged in that fight, were present at the 
conference. 

Luis Fuentes at workshop on District 1 struggle in New York 
Militant/Oita Conslanlinidis 

In another workshop Luis Fuentes 
led a discussion on the effort to gain 
community control in New York City's 
school District 1. Fuentes, who was 
the first Puerto Rican school super­
intendent in New York City and was 
fired by a racist-dominated school 
board, explained the parallels between 
the struggle for community control 
in New York and the struggle for 
desegregation in Boston. Both are 
aimed· against white racism and at 
gaining a better education for mem­
bers of oppressed nationalities. 

"In a sense our children are being 
stoned every day, on a day-to-day 
basis. Their minds are being destroy­
ed," asserted Georgina Hoggard, a 
parent and District 1 school board 
member. 

The 125 participants in the work­
shop passed a resolution that said, 
in part: "We feel that the struggle for 
desegregation in Boston and the strug­
gle for community control of schools 
by Puerto Ricans, Blacks, and Chinese 
in Manhattan's Lower East Side are 
brother and sister struggles. Thevic­
tims of racism have the right to seek 
to better the education of tlieir child­
ren through ... whatever means they 
choose." 

A New York teacher noted that his 
school is located in a Dominican 
neighborhood, but many parents, as 
a result of the current campaign 
against "illegal _aliens," are intimidated 
from fighting for community control 
of their schools ·by the threat of de­
portations. 

In the campus workshop Jack 
Lieberman described the racist cut­
backs in the CUNY (City University 
of New York) system and the fight 
developing against them. 

Through all the reports ran a com­
mon theme. All these struggles are 
related to what happens in Boston. 
"It's all ·part of the same racist of­
fensive," said the young Black man 
from Denver. 

And almost every workshop agreed 
on the way to fight back by endorsing 
the proposal for the May 17 demon­
stration. 
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Boston NAACP issues call 

'Come to Boston to back 
The following is an abridged version 
of the speech given by Thomas Atkins 
to a rally of more than 1,000 people 
at Boston University Feb. 14, which 
kicked off the National Student Con­
ference Against Racism. 

Atkins is president of the Boston 
chapter of the NAACP, a nationwide 
civil rights organization with more 
than 400,000 members. 

In 1896, in the case of Plessy v. 
Ferguson, America decreed the estab­
lishment of a rigid color line, one 
which extended unbroken from the 
cradle to the grave. 

Black babies had to be born in 
separate hospitals than white babies. 
Black mothers and fathers had to 
work on different and separate jobs 

ATKINS: 'There will be no backing away 
from school desegregation in Boston­
not one inch!' 

from white mothers and fathers. Black 
children had to attend separate 
schools from white children. Black 
men and women had to be buried 
by Black undertakers in Black ceme­
teries. This case ushered in a vast 
system of discrimination against 
Black people, which touched every 
facet of American life. For all prac­
tical purposes, that system of separat­
ism continued up till 1954, when the 
Supreme Court ruled that in the realm 
of public education there is no place 
for "separate but equal" and that sep­
arate schools were inherently unequal. 

Just like the Plessy decision before 
it, the Brown case of 1954 had a per­
vasive impact It became the back­
drop of a broad new series of court 
decisions and statutes, which began to 
strip away the artificial racial bar­
riers erected 58 years earlier. 

Throughout American history there 
have always been those who, for their 
own selfish reasons, needed to have 
a nigger. 

The southern plantation owners 
needed a nigger, because by no other 
means could such cheap and strong 
labor be guaranteed. The northern 
financiers needed a nigger, because 
by no other means could personal 
profits be so quickly made or per­
sonal fortunes built. Poor whites 
needed a nigger, because even when 
they had nothing else, they could 
always point and say, "I'm better off 
than he is." 

'Bus hunters' 
The Brown case constituted a grave 

threat to all those whose previous sta­
tus had depended upon the existence 
of a nigger. Ever since 1954 there 
have been people and forces in this 
country seeking to re-create the nig­
ger. We know them by many names. 
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Today they are hunters of the dreaded 
bus. 

In Boston today there are people 
who need to re-create the nigger. They 
serve on our school committee. They 
hide in a blue uniform. They carry 
the book of the teacher. They enter 
city hall daily. They congregate under 
our golden dome. Some of them lie 
in wait for the dreaded bus to come 
by and attack it with all manner of 
vegetables and pieces of dirt and ce­
ment from their poorly maintained 
streets in their neighborhoods. 

But I say to all of them tonight 
that the nigger is dead and will never 
be re-created again. I say to them 
tonight that there will be no more 
Jim Crow hospitals for Black babies 
to die in, no more Jim Crow jobs with 
below-level wages, no more Jim Crow 
schools with below-level achievement, 
no more Jim Crow cemeteries for 
Black men, women, and children to 
be buried in. 

I say to them tonight the racism 
in this country will never again be 
powerful enough to re-create the nig­
ger- not a Black one, not a Brown 
one, not a Red one, not a poor white 
one, not a Yellow one, not a female 
one. 

Because the forces of racism in this 
country have, from time to time, 
achieved tremendous strength, those 
of us who recognize the incalculable 
harm it has done must organize to 
oppose it. 

We must resist the dedicated racists 
who know what they are doing. We 
must resist the ignorant racists who 
are told what to do. We must resist 
the little racists who are being 
trained how to be big racists. 

We must resist the good people who 
aren't racists at all, but who are allow­
ing themselves to be led by racists. 
We must make them understand that 
when the signs on the streets around 
South Boston High School say, "Kill 
niggers, n then it is not busing that 
is being opposed, but racism which is 
being proposed. 

Racists are minority 
We must make them understand that 

they cannot win in a battle in which 
race becomes the issue, because in the 
world today, they are in a distinct 
and dwindling minority. 

We cannot, those of us who love 
freedom, ignore the active threat to 
freedom which exists in this country. 
We cannot ignore the fascists who 
bombed the Los Angeles office of the 
Socialist Workers Party. We cannot 
ignore the criminals who have stolen 
from the American Indian all that he 
had and who now deny him the 
means of survival itself. 

We cannot think that the antifreedom 

Dec. 14 march in Boston was united show of strength against racist forces. May 17 
action can be even more powerful. 

forces are either sleeping or tired. 
They are neither. At this very mo­
ment, the antidesegregation forces in 
Boston are planning a march on 
Washington for March 18 to intim­
idate the Congress into passing legis­
lation to begin amending the Consti­
tution. This amendment to the Con­
stitution, though it will be billed as 
an antibusing amendment, will in re-

. ality be an antidesegregation amend­
ment. 

The Boston NAACP calls upon this 
conference to join us in organizing 
against those forces which could drag 
our country back to "separate but 
equal." We call upon this conference 
to support us in our effort to com­
memorate the historic Brown decision 
on May 17. On that date, we will ask 
that thousands of people from around 
the country come to Boston to support 
school desegregation. 

We will be asking NAACP branches, 
1,800 strong across the country, to 
assist us in organizing such a na­
tional show of support for school de­
segregation, and in organizing the na­
tional campaign against the effort to 
write the Black community out of the 
United States Constitution. 

We know how important it is 
to show elected officials that racism 
is not the guiding force In this coun­
try, that there are thousands of Amer­
icans who will never allow the Con­
stitution to be used again as an in­
strument of oppression against minor­
ities, whatever their cotor, whatever 
their religious persuasion, whatever 
their economic status, whatever their 
way of life or their national origin. 

We will insist that the May 17 !"ally 

be peaceful and law-abiding. We want 
to show the contrast between ourselves 
and those who have been attacking 
our children with bricks and sticks 
and every other weapon they can de­
vise. 

Broad coalition 
It is my hope that this May 17 rally 

will be the result of a broad-based 
coalition of organizations and indi­
viduals working together, each in 
their own way, to achieve one unified 
purpose. _. 

You should know that there will be 
no backing away from school deseg­
greation in Boston- not one inch. We 
will be forming a coalition here of 
those who wish to work with us to 
plan for the May 17 rally in support 
of school desegregation and the Con­
stitution. We will be seeking the sup­
port of others across the country who 
share our concern that to be silent in 
the face of evil is to help evil succeed. 

We will seek the support of labor 
unions, professional organizations, 
civil rights organizations, senior cit­
izen groups, consumer groups, wom­
en's groups, student groups, church 
groups, antiwar groups, ecology_ 
groups, housewives, husbands, teach­
ers, policemen, soldiers, businessmen, 
and all others who agree with us that 
Boston is the place, May 17 is the 
date, and this is the way to begin 
the national drive to protect the Con­
stitution. 

Such a rally here will serve not only 
to organize for the national fight, but 
also to show tangible support for the 
embattled Black students whose very 
right to enter certain parts of this city 
has been challenged. It will say to 
them that ''you are not alone in this na­
tional struggle." It will encourage their 
parents to hold on. It will make all 
those who would gather in mobs to 
intimidate our children think twice. 

Today only 80 of Boston's schools 
are involved in desegregation. In 
September, all 200 will be involved. 
We have already been told by the 
antidesegregation forces that they will 
renew their opposition and their resist­
ance this spring, and that their 
numbers will grow. I believe them. 

Militant/Baxter 

'It is not busing that is being opposed but racism which is being proposed.' 

If school desegregation cannot be 
brought about in Boston, then it won't 
happen anywhere else in the North. 
That's why this fight must continue. 
And that's why we must win. 



Reid: 'Malcolm really laid it on the line' 
By BAXTER SMITH 
BOSTON- As early as age eight, 
Willie Mae Reid was bent low under 
the hot Missouri sun, chopping, pick­
ing, and pulling in the cotton harvest. 
She labored with her brothers and 
sisters from sunup to sundown and 
got a few quarters for it. Each sum­
mer the kids did it to earn money for 
school clothes, even though it meant 
they'd have to start the school term 
late. 

Then one summer, by a stroke of 
luck, she got a better job in Wild­
wood, the resort town on the South 
Jersey coast. And though it was far 
away from the South and its un­
pleasant memories, she still had to 
face the same racist insults she had 
grown up with. 

In the South, she saw that Blacks 
all around her had to bow, had to 
shuffle, had to paste on fast smiles 
for white folks. And she hated those 
indignities. So she protested. 

She marched against Jim Crow seg­
gregation. She sat in. She waded in 
when she couldn't get into white swim­
ming pools and parks. Accommoda­
tion, which the segregationists de­
manded of Blacks back then, would 
never be her plight. 

In 1960 Reid moved from her home­
town of Memphis to Chicago. Around 
1964 she began hearing more .and 
more about a firebrand orator named 

Malcolm X 
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Willie Moe Reid discusses need for nationwide antiracist campaign with other partici­
pants in student conference in Boston. 

Malcolm X. When he went to Chicago, 
she'd watch him on television and 
hear his denunciations of white su­
premacy and his advocacy of Black 
rights. 

Then, about 1966 or 1967, after 
Malcolm's death and after Reid had 
been working with Black students in 
Chicago who were struggling to get 
Black studies courses on the cam­
puses, she started thinking more se­
riously about what Malcolm had 
said. 

Today Reid, 35, is confronting 
"Boss" Richard Daley in the April 1 
Chicago mayoral race. After that, 
she will campaign for U. S. vice-p:res­
ident on the Socialist Workers Party 
ticket. 

During the National Student Con­
ference Against Racism here, Reid 
paused to discuss the impact that Mal­
colm had on her political develop­
ment. 

Malcolm was cut down in his po­
litical prime 10 years ago on .Feb. 
21, 1965, and Reid will never forget 
the things that he was saying and 
doing. 

"I guess what I like about him most 
is that he represented more than any­
one else the transition from a passive 
to assertive attitude among Blacks," 
she recalled. 

"You know, back then, before the 

civil rights movement, Black people 
simply adjusted. You had to put up 
with everything. When any of us 
would go out at night, my parents 
would tell us to avoid the police at 
all costs. If you went just five or six 
blocks from the house you risked get­
ting beaten by the police. That was 
what it was like. 

"Malcolm represented a change from 
all that," she continued. "He didn't 
advocate that turn the other cheek 
stuff, which was right in tune with 
what the Black churches that had 
sway in the community were advo­
cating. 

"Malcolm was so powerful, so 
strong, not afraid to speak out pub­
licly. And the things he was saying 
seemed so clear," she said. 

Reid herself conveys the warmth and 
strength she admired in Malcolm. 
She's not a big person, but she has a 
powerful speaking style. At one morn­
ing workshop here she had the partici­
pants literally jumping from their 
seats in gleeful appreciation. 

"I was a student during the civil 
rights movement," she told the work­
shop, "and we had to march every 
day. We had to sit in every day to 
win what we did. 

"The schools in Boston are segre­
gated. We're going to have to build a 
national movement against these rae-

ists if we want the schools desegregated. 
We have to be ready to move. We have 
to rebuild the civil rights movement. 
We have to be ready to do it all over 
again." 

During the interview, Reid said: 
"Malcolm's militancy, his pride and 

nationalism were just so strong in 
him. He supported civil rights and 
he'd probably be at this conference 
if he were alive today. He was uncom­
promising. He let you know what was 
on his mind. And he laid it on the 
line." 

Back when Willie Mae Reid was first 
hearing about Malcolm, he gave a 
speech that is as relevant today as 
when it was given, especially consider­
ing this conference and why Reid was 
here. 

It goes like this: 
"So we're justified in seeking civil 

rights if it means equality of oppor­
tunity. Because all we're doing there 
is trying to collect for our investment. 

"Our mothers and fathers invested 
sweat and blood. Three hundred and 
ten years we worked in this country 
without a dime in return. I mean with­
out a dime in return. 

"You let the white man walk around 
here talking about how rich this coun­
try is. But you never stopped to think 
how it got rich so quick. It got rich 
and you made it rich .... If you col­
lected the wages of just the people in 
this audience for one year you'd be 
rich, richer than rich. 

"When you look at it like that think 
of how rich Uncle Sam had to be­
come. Not from this handful but mil­
lions of Black people. You and my 
mothers and fathers, who didn't work 
an eight-hour shift but worked from 
can't see in the morning until can't 
see at night. And worked for noth­
ing. Making the white man rich. 
Making Uncle Sam rich. This is our 
investment. This is our contribu­
tion. ... We have made a greater 
sacrifice than anybody who's standing 
up in America today. We have made 
a greater contribution and have col­
lected less. And have collected less. 

"So civil rights to those of us whose 
philosophy is Black nationalism 
means give it to us now. Don't even 
wait till next year. Give it to us yester­
day, and that's not fast enough." 

Cops exposed at Camejo news conference 
By CINDY JAQUITH 
COLUMBUS, Ga.- Socialist Workers 
Party presidential candidate Peter Ca­
mejo got big headlines here following 
a Feb. 10 news conference. Camejo 
and Martha Shockey, a local cam­
paign supporter who has been ha­
rassed by the FBI, held the news con­
ference to denounce this government 
harassment and spying. 

It turned out they were being spied 
on at that very moment! 

Plainclothes cops were on hand tak­
ing pictures. Reporters who recognized 
the "photographers" as cops asked the 
police why they had put Camejo's 
news conference un«:Jer surveillance. 

"We just wanted to know locally who 
followers of this yo-yo are," Captain 
Floyd Guthrey of the Muscogee Coun­
ty sheriff's department explained. 

"If you have communists around 
here, wouldn't you want to know who 
they are?" he asked. Camejo's trip 
to Columbus was part of a campaign 
tour of the Southeast. He spoke be­
fore a number of audiences, joined 
picket lines, and held news conferences 
in several cities. 

The two daily papers here, the Co­
lumbus Enquirer and the Columbus 
Ledger, ran articles the next morning 
exposing the cop surveillance of the 
news conference. One reporter also in­
formed Camejo that the cops had tried 
to sabotage the morning news con-

THE MILITANT/FEBRUARY 28, 1975 

ference by informing the media that 
the candidate would not arrive until 
late afternoon. 

The Columbus Enquirer reported 
that at one point during the news con­
ference one of the cops asked a press 
phot_ographer to take a picture of a 
woman listening to the proceedings. 
"Later, a policeman asked WYEA-TV 
newsman Craig Dupriest if he could 
view the film later in the afternoon," 
the paper reported. 

When local FBI agent Charles Rose 
was asked by the Enquirer if 
his agents were also at the conference 
he "answered with a terse 'no 
comment.'" 

In a major article, Jim Smith, city 
editor of the Columbus Ledger, at­
tacked the police surveillance of the 
news conference as "W atergatish ef­
forts to harass the presidential can­
didate and those members of the press 
in attendance." 

"There was nothing surreptitious 
about [Camejo's) visit," he wrote. "He 
did not skulk in by dead of night, 
hold a hush-hush secret meeting in 
some clandestine place, plotting· 
to overthrow the consolidated gov­
ernment .... 

"Capt. Guthrey, who referred to Ca­
mejo as a 'yo-yo' said he wanted to 
know who the local followers of the 
man are. 

"There are, of course, many Demo­
crats who consider Republicans 'yo­
yos.' And vice versa. 

"If, however, the day has come that 
local lawmen are going to conduct 
surveillance of political gatherings­
for whatever misdirected reasons -we 
have reached a low point. 

"Free speech is still the law of the 
land in this nation. 

"And, freedom to assemble peace­
ably for whatever purpose, especially 
a political gathering in a public place, 
should never be abridged. 

"But that's what Capt: Guthrey and 
his men were doing Monday. 

"And they did it right here- in front 
of our own eyes in the most public 
of places- and with an impunity that 
even the dirty tricksters of Richard 
Nixon's corps would not have· 
attempted .... 

"Police Chief Curtis McClung has 
now admitted that he ordered a po­
lice photographer to take pictures of 
the gathering 'because if any prob­
lems arose, we'd know who was 
there.' 

"If that's the basis of the chief's 
thinking, we can now expect police 
photographers to show up anywhere 
a crowd gathers- political rallies, 
baseball games, even church ser­
vices-'just in case.' ... " 

The local gumshoes were taken 

aback by the sharp response to their 
harassment. Captain Guthrey ap­
peared especially nervous. "You have 
to be careful of these yo-yos," he said. 
"They're always going around suing 
people." 

Militant/Harris Freeman 

Camejo joins picket line for Equal Rights 
Amendment dur.ing Georgia campaign 
tour. Cops want to intimidate people 
from supporting his campaign. 
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Linked to racist-offensive 

Edelin conviction blow to abortion rights 
By WENDY LYONS 
"I believe very strongly in a woman's 
right to determine what happens to her 
body. . . . During illegal abortions, 
many women died. And many women 
suffered. And the problem is, the wo­
men who died are poor women, and 
mainly Black women." 

This is how Kenneth Edelin, a Black 
doctor from Boston, views the abor­
tion issue. On Feb. 15 he was con­
victed on charges of manslaughter for 
performing a legal abortion on 
a young Black woman. On Feb. 17, 
Edelin was sentenced to one year's 
probation. The conviction will be ap­
pealed. 

His conviction by an all-white jury 
was a victory for reaction- and es­
pecially for the opponents of the rights 
of Blacks and of women. 

The racism that has been whipped 
up by the opponents of school busing 
played a major role in the trial. Ope 
alternate juror, Michael Ciano of East 
Boston, told reporters that racist slurs 
were made throughout the trial by 
jurors in the jury room. 

"The nigger is guilty as sin," was 
a typical remark, he reported. 

Since the historic 1973 Supreme 
Court decision legalizing abortion, a 
nationwide campaign has been under 
way to reverse that victory. 

The Catholic church and the "right 
to life" organizations have been cru­
sading to convince the American peo­
ple that abortion is murder.. They 
have spent millions on this hysterical 
campaign, buying television time and 

Kenneth Edelin 

billboards to show pictures of fetuses 
"who have been denied the right to 
life." 

These hypocrites express concern 
about the "rights of the unborn," but 
when it comes to the rights of the al­
ready born, it's a different story. In 
Boston you see the same faces in the 
crowd and the same faces from the 
platform at both the anti-abortion and 
antidesegregation rallies. 

They are for the "rights" of the fe­
tus, but when it comes to the rights 
of Black students to get an equal ed­
ucation, they are for stoning the buses. 
They are against "forced busing" but 
in favor of forced motherhood. 

The response among pro-abortion 
forces to Edelin's conviction was rap­
id. On short notice, feminist organi­
zations in Boston organized a demon­
stration of 2,000 women and men, 
many of them Black. On Feb. 17, 
they marched through downtown Bos­
ton chanting, "Not the church, not the 
state; women must decide their fate!" 

Edelin's attorney, William Homans, 
reported that telephone calls declaring 
support for the doctor were pouring 
into his office. 

Enemies of women's right to abor­
tion also responded immediately to the 
verdict, which they see as /a major 
victory in their campaign to reverse 
the Supreme Court decision. 

The day after the verdict, a district 
attorney on Long Island, N.Y., an­
nounced that he would "investigate" 
a complaint that a legally aborted fe­
tus at a local hospital was a victim 
of "infanticide." 

The charges against Edelin were the 
outgrowth of a carefully planned cam­
paign by right-wing forces in Boston. 
"The anti-abortion forces didn't just 
stumble onto this case, n Edelin com­
mented. "They had been watching me 
for about two years." 

Edelin had debated the abortion 
issue with one of the arch .,right-to­
lifers," Dr. Mildred Jefferson, who 
turned up as the prosecution's first 
"expert" witness at the trial. 

At Boston City Hospital, where he 
worked, Edelin was one of only two 
doctors who volunteered to perform 
abortions, working overtime and on 
Saturdays without pay. 

In June 1973 the New England 
Journal of Medicine published a re­
search article on the results of federal­
ly funded fetal experiments at the Bos­
ton City Hospital. The anti-abortion 

Boston, Feb. 17. Demonstration to protest Edelin conviction, called on short notice, 
drew 2,000 women and men, many of them Black. 

forces jumped on it and launched a 
smear campaign, spearheaded by the 
Massachusetts Citizens for Life, to ex­
pose the "crimes" being committed. 

In September 1973, citY council 
member Albert "Dapper" 0' Neil or­
chestrated a public hearing where the 
right-wingers gave "testimony" on this 
issue. 

Garret Byrne, the district attorney, 
who was then up for reelection, opened 
a grand jury investigation with much 
fanfare. 

In April 197 4, the grand jury re­
turned separate indictments against 
the medical researchers and against 
Edelin. The researchers are now 
facing charges under an 1814 "grave­
robbing" statute prohibiting "illegal 
dissection." The conviction of Edelin 
paves the way for a show trial against 
them. 

During Edelin's trial, the judge al­
lowed the prosecution to play on the 
emotions of the jurors and to brazen­
ly appeal to their most reactionary 
prejudices. 

Edelill had been indicted for man­
slaughter on the claim that the aborted 
fetus was 24 weeks old, and therefore 

"viable" under the Supreme Court's 
1973 ruling. During the trial there 
was compelling evidence that the fetus 
was ··not "viable"; that is, it could not 
survive outside the womb. But the 
prosecution nonetheless argued that 
the fetus had the "rights of a person." 

Even after the prosecutor's "experts" 
had been thoroughly exposed as 
representatives of "right to life" groups, 
the judge allowed their testimony on 
the viability issue to stand. 

Prosecutor Newman Flanagan was 
even allowed to show pictures of the 
fetus to the jury and continually re­
ferred to it as "the baby boy"! 

When Edelin was shown the picture 
and asked if it looked like the fetus 
he had aborted, he said it did not. 
Flanagan leaned over to him and 
said that was because it was distorted 
"with pain." 

The ~ppeal of the Edelin conviction 
is certain to become the focus of the 
continuing battle to protect the right 
to abortion against all efforts to roll 
back or circumvent the Supreme 
Court decision. Supporters of abor­
tion rights should rally to Edelin's 
defense. 

Militant launches spring circulation drive 
By ROSE OGDEN 
This spring The Militant is launch­
ing a nationwide campaign to in­
crease our readership through both 
subscriptions and single-copy sales. 

For each of the next 11 weeks sup­
porters in cities across the country 
plan to sell at least 9, 700 copies of 
The Militant on campuses, street cor­
ners, workplaces, and labor and po­
litical gatherings. 

We also aim to sign up 9, 000 new 
subscribers by April 12. There is an 
introductory subscription offer of two 
months for $1-half off the cover 
price. 

Our spring circulation drive coin­
cides with the efforts to organize a 
massive turnout for the May 17 
march in Boston for school desegre­
gation. Activists in that struggle will 
find The Militant an indispensable 
source of information and analysis, 
and many will want to subscribe. 
Participants in the Feb. 14-16 Nation­
al Student Conference Against Racism 
bought some 400 copies and dozens 
of subscriptions. 

This spring our readers will be get-

8 

ting the latest news of developments 
in Boston and other struggles against 
racism- and ulllike the capitalist­
owned mass media, The Militant will 
be telling the truth. Readers will get 
regular reports on how civil rights 
forces in other areas are organizing 
for May 17. And they'll have the best 
source for following the discussion on 
the crucial political questions facing 
this new civil rights movement. 

In addition, sales of The Militant 
will be one of the best ways to get 
out the word about May 17 and mo­
bilize people for it. Setting an exam­
ple in this work, Pittsburgh support­
ers have already sold 31 subscrip­
tions going door-to-door in a hous­
ing project in the Black community 
there. 

This spring is sure to see rising 
unemployment-and rising anger by 
working people about the economic 
crisis. Conferences and demonstra­
tions against the layoffs are becoming 
more frequent. It will be a good time 
to step up sales on the job and at 
plant gates, unemployment lines, and 

union meetings-everywhere people 
are looking for solutions to inflation 
and unemployment. 

An early indication of the potential 
was the response to our Feb. 7 issue, 
with a special feature· on "Job crisis: 
the socialist answer." Twin Cities sup­
porters sold 102 copies at unemploy­
ment offices, and in St. Louis 61 
copies were sold at workplaces, union 
meetings, and an unemployment of­
fice. 

With the 1976 Socialist Workers 
Party presidential campaign and 
many state and municipal races under 
way, socialist campaign events will be 
another likely spot for selling The 
Militant- the socialist campaign news­
paper. In Knoxville, Tenn., nine sub­
scriptions were sold at a recent meet­
ing for SWP presidential nominee 
Peter Camejo. 

As of Feb. 18, just four days after 
the start of the subscription drive, 164 
subscriptions had already been re­
ceived by the business office. In up­
coming issues we will report on prog­
ress of the circulation drive, including 
sales and subscription scoreboards. 

Two national subscription "blitz 
weekends" are scheduled for March 1 
and March 22, when supporters will 
fan out to hundreds of campuses, 
housing projects, and apartment 
buildings. 

In addition, 15 teams of young so­
cialist activists will tour the country 
this spring for eight weeks organizing 
support for the struggle in Boston and 
for the SWP campaigns. Each has 
taken a goal of selling 100 Militants, 
100 copies of the Young Socialist 
newspaper, and 30 Militant subscrip­
tions weekly. The Young Socialist 
has also launched a sales campaign 
to sell 11,300 copies each month from 
February through May. 

Join us in the spring circula­
tion drive! To participate in the sales 
effort, contact the SWP or Young So­
cialist· Alliance unit nearest you (see 
directory on page 22), or write di­
rectly to the Militant Business Office, 
14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014, to order a weekly bundle of 
Militants and plenty of subscription 
blallks. 



DesR.ite R_rotests to L.A. may_Q! 

· Cops take no action against Nazi terror 
By HARRY RING 
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 17- It is now 
11 days since a Nazi outfit declared 
it had bombed the Socialist Workers 
Party headquarters here. But the Los 
Angeles police department ( LAPD) 
still has not taken any action. 

Meanwhile, there has been a new 
attack with noxious gas. It occured 
Feb. 13 during a showing of the Cu­
ban film Lucia on a campus here. 
Again authorities displayed little in­
terest in apprehending those respons­
ible. 

The campus Latin American society 
at Cal State scheduled an afternoon 
showing of the film with another show­
ing slated for the evening. 

Rebuilding 
fund . 

LOS ANGELES- An appeal has 
been issued here to help the Social­
ist Workers Party defray the cost 
of the dam age done in the Feb. 4 
bombing of its headquarters. A let­
ter urging contributions for this 
purpose was signed by John T. Wil­
liams, a Teamsters union business 
agent; Janet Bandy, state president 
of Local 535, Social Services 
Union; Art Kunkin, former pub­
lisher and editor of the Los Angeles 
Free Press; and Jan Tucker, Los 
Angeles County Chairperson of the 
Peace and Freedom Party. 

Physical losses are uninsured and 
an estimated $3,000 will be re­
quired to repair and strengthen the 
security of the facilities. A Socialist 
Rebuilding Fund has been es­
tablished to accomplish this. Checks 
sh'ould be made out to David 
Prince, treasur~r, Socialist Rebuild­
ing Fund, and sent to him at 710 
S. Westlake Ave., Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90057. 

While the afternoon screening was 
in progress, people in the audience 
began to notice the effect of the gas. 
It was found that it had been spread 
on the floor in the hallway just out­
side the room where the film was being 
shown. 

While the closed door prevented any 
extensive effect of the gas within the 
room, the gas did force the evacuation 
of several classes in adjacent rooms 
of the Latin American studies depart­
ment. 

Campus security police were noti­
fied, and Professor Timothy Harding 
called LAPD. Harding told the cops 
that he felt the attack could be related 
to a similar gas attack, which forced 
the evacuation of 2,500 people at a 
Feb. 2 Santa Monica rally demand­
ing the reopening of the Rosenberg 
case, and to the Feb. 4 bombings of 
the SWP hall and the Unidos book­
store. 

The police told Harding they too 
considered this a reasonable likeli­
hood and that they would come out 
to the campus to investigate and 
would talk to him there. As of this 
writing, however, Harding has heard 
nothing from the LAPD. 

The campus police apparently have 
a similar attitude. Louis De Ar­
mond, director of the Latin American 
studies department, discussed the at­
tack with them and requested protec­
tion for the evening showing of the 
film. He was advised that one plain­
clothes and two uniformed police 
would be present. 

Harding said the plainclothes cop 
may have been present that evening 
but there was no sign of uniformed 
police. Meanwhile, students organized 
their own defense, and the second 
showing was held without incident. 

The explosion of a lethal fragmen­
tation bomb at the SWP Central-East 
hall occurred the night of Feb. 4. 
Some 25 people escaped without in-

Coral to sQ.eak on reR.ression 

jury by a rear exit seconds before the 
blast. 

The next day, a threatening notice 
was posted on the door of the SWP 
in Santa Monica signed by the Nation­
al Socialist [Nazi] Liberation Front. 
And on Feb. 6 the same outfit called 
a local news agency and declared it 
had conducted the bomb attack on the 
SWP hall. 

Earlier the Nazis also took credit 
for disrupting the Rosenberg rally. 

Failure of the LAPD to take action 
against the declared perpetrators of 
these crimes is particularly glaring 
since they are not difficult to find. This 

·Nazi gang operates a public book-
store called the "New Order" at 11101 
Garvey Ave. in El Monte, a nearby 
community. 

The cops' inaction against the right­
wing terrorists is continuing to gener­
ate protest, with demands being direct­
ed to Mayor Thomas Bradley that he 
take action. 

The Pasadena school board voted 
unanimously Feb. 11 to condemn the 
bombing of the SWP and to urge ac­
tion by the mayor. 

The board acted after it was noted 
that the bombed hall was campaign 
headquarters for Tim Mallory, Social­
ist Workers candidate for the 'school 
board. 

Board member Sam Sheats, a nom­
inee for reelection, proposed the reso­
lution, which expressed the school 
board's abhorrence of the bombing 
"since such acts seriously compromise 
and jeopardize the electoral and dem­
ocratic process." 

A letter to Mayor Bradley from 
Kathy Kelly, president of the National 
Student Association, said, "We demand 
that you do everything in your power 
'to apprehend the terrorists who seri-

. ously threaten human lives with this 
action." 

A similar message from the Univer­
sity of Missouri Legion of Black Col-

attacks? 

legians told the mayor, "We would 
hope that your police department 
would cooperate with other law en­
forcement agencies to capture the in­
dividual or group responsible." 

Members of the student-faculty coun­
cil at Wayne State University in De­
troit sent a telegram declaring, "As 
mayor of Los Angeles you should be­
gin a full-scale investigation of this 
incident, and further, you should ap­
prehend and prosecute those respons­
ible." 

In a letter to Bradley, Russell John­
son of the New England regional of­
fice of the American Friends Service 
Committee said, "I trust that you as 
mayor of Los Angeles will use all 
of your influence to see that this case 
is followed up and that those respons­
ible for this crime be brought to 
justice" 

Argentine socialist leader to tour U.S. 
By JOSE PEREZ 
Preparations are being completed for 
the arrival in the United States of 
Juan Carlos Coral, general secretary 
of the Argentine Partido Socialista de 
los Trabajadores (PST- Socialist 
Workers Party). 

Coral will be conducting a speak­
ing tour of a dozen cities during 
March and April, under the sponsor­
ship of the U.S. Committee for Justice 
to Latin American Political Prisoners 
(USLA). Coral will be speaking on 
the escalation of right-wing terror in 
Argentina and the situation of politi­
cal prisoners there. 

During the past year, there have 
been scores of radical and civil liber-­
tarian figures murdered in Argentina, 
primarily by the Argentine Anticom­
munist Alliance ( AAA), a group that 
functions with police cooperation and 
protection. · 

Since Nov. 6, 1974, Argentina has 
been under an official "state of siege," 
which the government has used to ar­
rest an estimated 2,000 political pris­
oners. Many have been held for ex­
tended periods without formal charges 
or trial. Civil libertarian groups have 
recently accused the government of 
torturing the political prisoners. 

The PST has been a special target 
of both "legal" and extralegal attacks~ 
During 1974, seven of its members 
were assassinated by the AAA, includ­
ing Cesar Robles, a member of the 
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party's national executive committee. 
Coral himself has been personally 
"sentenced" to death by the AAA. 

Government attacks against the 
PST's democratic rights have included 
a number of raids on various party 
offices, among them a Nov. 7 raid on 
the national headquarters, which was 
th-e first action of the Argentine police 
under the state of siege. Many PST 
members have been picked up by cops 
since then, and several are still being 
held. Coral himself was detained by 
the police the weekend of Dec. 6. 

Coral is a longtime leader of. the 
labor and socialist movements in his 
country. He joined the Socialist Party 
of Argentina in 1955 and in 1963 
was elected to the legislature. While 
in office, Coral participated in and 
led peasant mobilizations, land squat­
ters' movements, strikes, and factory 
occupations. He also denounced, from 
the floor of the legislature, the mili­
tary dictatorship's use of torture and 
repression. As a result of these activi­
ties, Coral was arrested and impris­
oned several times. 

In the March 1973 general elections, 
Coral was the presidential candidate 
of the PST, heading up a slate of 
worker and socialist militants. In Sep­
tember 1973 he ran for the same post 
against Juan Peron, tripling the num­
ber of votes he had received in March. 

Since then Coral has led his party's 

campaign against right-wing terror 
and government repression, speaking 
out at meetings with other parties and 
with government officials in defense of 
democratic rig~ts~ 

Jhn Little, a national staff member 
of USLA who is coordinating the tour, 
emphasized to The Militant the im­
portance of Coral's visit. He said that 
USLA's main purpose in hosting the 
speaking engagements is to mobilize 
public opposition in this country to 
making Argentina another Chile. 

"With the recent revelations about 
the CIA's role in Chile and other Latin 

American countries," he noted, "we can 
assume that the current right-wing of­
fensive in Argentina is being instigat­
ed, aided, and abetted by agents _of 
the U.S. government:" -

Little stressed that this means people 
in this' country have a special oppor­
tunity- and responsibility- to su.p­
port democratic rights in Argentina 
by demanding an end to U.S. com­
plicity with undemocratic attacks. 

Further information about the tour 
can be obtained from USLA, 156 
Fifth Ave., Suite 600, New York, N.Y. 
10010. Te~ephone: (212) 691-2880. 

Juan Carlos Coral addressing socialist campaign rally before March 1973 elections 
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In Our Opinion 

March on Boston 
A new chapter in the struggle for school desegregation opened 
up in Boston on the weekend of Feb. 14-16. The Boston 
NAACP's call for a united anti racist demonstration on 
May 17 opens the way for a massive mobilization to defend 
busing and deal a decisive rebuff to the rock-hurling racist 
mobs. 

The 2,000 participants in the National Student Conference 
Against Racism, representing more than 1 00 organizations 
and all parts of the country, enthusiastically endorsed this 
call for mass action. 

The call by the NAACP, the largest and most authoritative 
civil rights organization in the country, and the breadth and 
success of the student conference, can pave the way for uniting 
in action broader forces than at any time since the civil rights 
battles of the early 1960s. 

Black organizations around the country- churches,. student 
groups, local NAACP chapters, and other community groups­
can be rallied behind the march on Bostoti. 

A powerful coalition, involving the Black community and 
its allies in the struggle against racism, can now be forged. 

Today the racists have chosen to make school busing the 
battleground of their fight against equal rights. But it does 
not end there. Behind the anti-Black offensive are reaction­
ary forces that if unchecked will assault the rights of women, 
Puerto Ricans, Chicanos, and trade unionists. Everyone has 
a stake in this fight. 

Labor has a particular responsibility to join the antiracist 
campaign. The rulers are trying to pit white workers against 
Black and thus weaken the unions in the face of the economic 
crisis. Union locals should be urged to pass resolutions in 
support of May 17 and begin mobilizing their members to 
go to Boston. Especially among the many unions with large 
Black memberships, this action will find an enthusiastic 
response. 

The 2,000 students who met in Boston gave the lie to the 
claim that students have become apathetic or conservative. 
The newly formed National Student Coalition Against Rac­
ism can draw together campus and high school activists 
who will be among the key organizers of a mass outpouring 
on May 17. 

May 17 marks the anniversary of the historic 1954 Supreme 
Court decision outlawing school segregation. This year it 
can bring thousands of people into the streets of Boston to 
say, "Twenty-one years is too long! Enforce desegregation 
now!" It can be a turning point in constructing a powerful 
new movement to defend and extend Black rights. 

A political trial 
It is no coincidence that the first doctor to be convicted on 
charges stemming from an abortion since the 1973 Supreme 
Court ruling is a Black man from Boston. The racist mobili­
zations against busing Black students into previously all­
white schools set the stage for this vicious witch-hunt against 
Kenneth Edelin, a Black doctor who worked overtime with­
out pay to provide abortions for impoverished Black and 
Puerto Rican women in Boston. 

The jury was all white and out for blood. Remarks like 
"the nigger is guilty as sin" were common in the jury room, 
one alternate juror reported. 

The segregationists in Boston are trying to roll back the 
1954 Supreme Court ruling on school desegregation by beat­
ing up Black students and stoning school buses. LYtewise, 
the "right-to-lifers" are trying to nullify the Supreme Court's 
legalization of abortion through the courtroom lynching of 
Dr. Edelin. And, as often as not, the same right-wing gangs 
are yelling for both positions. 

Dr. Edelin's case should become a rallying point for action 
and mobilization by defenders of women's right to abortion. 

At the same time, it should be a flashing red danger signal 
to any who would ignore or minimize the threat to all our 
liberties posed by the racist offensive in Boston. H these reac­
tionary mobs succeed in blocking desegregation, they will 
expand their sights. Their target is not only Blacks, but also 
women, trade-unionists, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos- everyone 
who is fighting for justice and human rights. 
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No com1c book 
I thank you for sending me The 
Militant. I've found it very informa­
tive, and I support you and all the 
brothers and sisters who are involved 
with The Militant. 

I hope you will continue to send 
this pa'per to me. All my fellow in­
mates who I share it with enjoy what 
they are getting to read. 

So right on to a beautiful paper. 
By the way, since I started to read 
The Militant, the Daily News is like 
a comic book. 
A prisoner 
New York 

True history 
The history of an oppressed people 
is dangerous for that people to 
know, for it is a story of constant 
fighting against that oppression. 
When a people see their true history, 
they not only see rebellion in the 
present as not being unnatural but 
rather the expected form of ,response. 

This is why the rulers always hide 
the true history, and hence the im­
portance of the fights for Black, 
Chicano, women's, and other 
people's true history. 

But still, the people don't know the 
true history of the great fights of 
American workers. Do peole know 
about the awesome railroad strikes 
in 1877? the fight for the shorter 
workweek with no loss in pay? the 
1886 fight for the eight-hour 
workday? 

I think it would be great if, every 
three or four issues, The Militant 
would have an article about some of 
these' fights. Since we need revolution­
ary heroes, maybe these articles 
could be combined with a story on 
some of the great fighters for the, 
American workers. 
J. W. Billingsley 
Chicago, Ill. 

Finally 
Finally I have found a Marxist-ori­
ented paper. The Militant is great! 

Enclosed is $4 for six months. 
Keep up the good (factual) work. 
S.G. 
Flushing, N. Y. 

Keep it up 
Please extend my subscription for 
one more year. Yours is the only 
news source I can trust. Keep up 
the good work! 
J.H. 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Example not to follow 
Your readers may be interested in 
the excitement here over the appoint­
ment of Herrick Roth as director of 
the Colorado Deparbnent of Labor 
and Employment by Governor 
Richard Lamm. 

Roth was a state legislator 10 
years ago, an official of the Amer­
ican Federation of Teachers, president 
for 12 years of the Colorado Labor 
Council, and more recently an 
unsuccessful candidate for the U.S. 
Senate in the Democratic Party pri­
mary. His appointment is a reward 
for supporting George McGovern 
in the 1972 presidential election, for 
which he was ousted as president of 

- the Colorado Labor Council by 
AFL-CIO President George Meany. 

Roth is a competent politician, 
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having received most of his training 
in the union movement. He says of 
his new job that the number of in­
spectors in the occupational safety 
and health program should be 
doubled and that state laws should 
be revised to allow more people to 
receive unemployment compensation. 
These are modest proposals, con­
sidering the many urgent needs of 
workers. 

An official of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Robert Grinstead, opposed the 
nomination on the grounds that Roth 
violated his labor oath by seeking 
help in the courts against the Meany 
ouster. A fellow Democrat, State 
Senator Vincent Massari, accused 
Roth of "communist connections" 
for having spoken once in support 
of Angela Davis. Both Grinstead 
and Massari evoked only ridicule. 

The thing about Roth is that his 
hopes and aspirations do not con­
form to the program and practices 
of the Democratic Party. Politicians 
of his ability who owe their limited 
personal success to the labor move­
ment would do better to devote them­
selves to organizing class-struggle 
actions by the workers instead of 
trying to wheedle a few favors from 
the ruling class through its political 
parties. Roth's example of little 
accomplishment ought to serve as a 
warning to younger unionists against 
the futility of Democratic Party 
politics. 
C.K 
Denver, Colo. 

Just wait 
Enclosed is $20 for 22 prepaid 
subscription cards. That is a start. 
If Jeff Mackler [who sold 73 Mili­
tant subscriptions to fellow teachers] 
thinks the teachers liked The Militant, 
just wait till bus drivers in my union 
get hold of it. 
Steve Beumer 
Detroit, Mich. 

[Prepaid subscription cards are a 
good way to win new subscribers to 
The Militant. Readers can buy the 
cards from The Militant and collect 
a dollar back each time they sell 
an introductory sub. 

Each card already has a stamp 
on it, so all you have to do is fill 
in the subscriber's name and address 
and drop it in the nearest mailbox. 
The new reader will begin to 
receive The Militant the next week. 

The cards are sold for $1 each 
and are good for a two-month intro­
ductory subscription. Order from the 
Militant Business Office, 14 Charles 
Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 
Send $5 for five cards or $10 for 
11.] 

Mideast occupation 
Currently the imperialist news media 
are approaching the problem of this 
country's future energy needs by 
advocating a seizure of Arab oil 
fields. 

Recognizing that American troops 
have the capability of entering the 
area, I would like to continue the 
military scenario further. 

By occupying Saudi Arabia, for 
example, the United States would be 
bringing down the Middle East's 
most pro-Western government and 
would consequently radicalize the 
whole Arab world. 

While "securing" a portion of the 
world's petroleum reserves, with 



troops, for ourselves, we would be 
severing the supplies of others. 

These warmongers write of the need 
to conquer nations and millions of 
people 7,000 miles away not for 
two or three years, but for a genera­
tion- in order to "internationalize" 
their resources for the welfare of 
humanity, yet they cannot conceive 
of internationalizing the industries of 
the West or the farmlands of North 
America for this same world human­
ity. 

Our Middle East occupation would 
put all Third World countries on 
notice of the limits of their sovereignty 
when American interests surface. 
Ray Ajluni 
Livonis, Mich. 

More on Mideast 
What's this talk about "Israel's 
growing isolation" when eveyone 
except the Palestine Liberation Or­
ganization (PLO) recognizes the 
legitimacy of some kind of state for 
the Jewish people? Do you not ac­
cept the United Nations definition 
of a "people," and don't the Jews 
qualify as one? 

The Jews are proportionat~ly 
among the most progressive peoples 
in the world. And the Arabs, another 
Semitic people, are among the most 
reactionary in many respects. PLO 
members, the vanguard of the Arab 
left, have told me that in all Arab 
countries, women's liberationists 
are subject to arrest and that not 
a few have died resisting arrest. 
Further, Egypt has arrested a ma­
jority of the leftist leaders there. 

In regard to racism, why don't 
you talk about racism in general, 
and use the Boston struggle as a 
specific? I know of as many racist 
attacks on non-Black minorities as 
on Blacks. 
Steve Yaillen 
Cypress, Calif. 

Bigger price 
When selling The Militant, I find that 
people are all the time, asking, "Is 
it free?" And frequently I have to 
chase after people who take the paper 
and keep on walking, under the 
assumption that it is free. 

I would appreciate it if you would 
put "25 cents" nice and large in the 
upper right-hand corner, thereby 
saving me a lot of trouble. As it is, 
nobody reads the fine print that says 
"25 cents." 
c.s. 
Lawrence, Kans. 

Impressed 
I have been very impressed with your 
newspaper during my two-month 
trial subscription. I find the articles 
both enlightening and provocative, 
and therefore would like to start a 
year's subscription. 

In addition, I would like to start 
a subscription for my father. 

Keep up the good work! 
B.L 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The letters column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of gen­
eral interest to our readers. Please 
keep your letters brief. Where neces­
sary they will be abridged. Please in­
dicate if your name may be used or 
if you prefer that your initials be used 
instead. 
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National Picket Line 
Frank Lovell 

A dangerous appointment 
The new secretary of labor, John Dunlop, is a Har­
vard economics professor and labor consultant. He 
specializes in "industrial peace." Preaching the advan­
tages of "partnership" between labor and capital, he 
gained a reputation in the Nixon administration for 
his ability to compromise, protecting the immediate 
interests of the trade-union burearcracy while satis­
fying the long-range aims of the employing class. 

Dunlop's record displays total disregard for the 
needs of working people. It foretells possible moves 
by the Ford administration to impose new wage 
controls, compulsory arbitration, and denial of the 
right of union members to vote on contracts. 

When President Ford picked Dunlop on Feb. 8 to 
replace the discredited and useless Peter Brennan, the 
announcement was immediately approved by top 
union officials who often disagree on such matters. 
Teamster President Frank Fitzsimmons was reported 
to be satisfied. United Auto Workers President Leon­
ard Woodcock said Dunlop was his first choice 
among likely candidates. AFL-CIO President George 
Meany called him a "good, capable, well-equipped 
guy." All three had worked with Dunlop onthe Cost 
of Living Council, which held wage increases to 5.5 
percent annually while prices skyrocketed. Currently 
they serve under him on Ford's Labor-Management 
Advisory Committee. 

Dunlop was Nixon's choice in 1971 to head the 
Construction Industry Stabilization Committee 
(CISC), his purpose being to hold down wage in­
creases of building-trades workers. It was a prelude 
to the wage-freeze edict later that year. 

In 1973 Dunlop moved from CISC to the Cost of 
Living Council, which he headed until its demise 
on April 30, 1974. The record is well known. While 
approving steep price rises in nearly all industries, 
Dunlop used threats, cajolery, and where necessary 
brute force to strictly limit wages. 

When New York City hospital workers struck in 
November 1973 for a $12 weekly wage increase that 
had been awarded almost a year and a half earlier 
by a New York state arbitration panel, Dunlop con­
spired to reduce the meager raise to $9 and to have 
the courts impose fines of nearly $1-million on the 
union and its officials. At the same time he granted 

the hospitals a 9 percent raise in prices, bringing 
the average daily cost of a hospital bed to more 
than $100, almost as much as the weekly take-home 
pay of many hospital workers. 

After wage controls were officially ended, Dunlop 
returned to his Harvard teaching post, but continued 
as a part-time member of the Republican administra-
tion. · 

As head of the Labor-Managment Advisory Com­
mittee he recently persuaded Meany and other union 
officials to recommend a $5-billion tax giveaway for 
big business through a rise in the investment tax 
credit from 7 to 12 percent. 

He is currently engaged in a scheme to unify con­
struction contractors for purposes of collective bar­
gaining, with the aim of simplifying and standard­
izing job classifications, eliminating craft jurisdic­
tions, reducing work crews, increasing productivity, 
and establishing uniform regional wage scales at 
the lowest possible level in the construction industry. 
His immediate target is the San Francisco Bay Area 
building-trades unions. 

Until his appointment to the Ford cabinet, Dunlop 
was also a private consultant to Saudi Arabia and 
an arbitrator of labor disputes on the Alask!ln pipe­
line. His present involvement with the oil industry 
dates back to his earlier association with Rockefeller 
interests. 

Dunlop is almost certain to support the demand 
for repeal or non-enforcement of Title I of the Lan­
drum-Griffin Act, which specifies the right of union 
members to vote on contracts and to appeal decisions 
of their officials. 

Steelworkers President I. W. Abel calls these pro­
visions "a dangerous weapon for harassment of res­
ponsible trade unions." Abel is especially sensitive 
since one of his opponents in the steelworkers union, 
Ed Sadlowski, won the vote for district director in the 
union's largest district in a Labor Department-super­
vised election last November. 

The new secretary of labor is one of the more 
skillful professional guardians of the interests of the 
ruling class, a deceitful enemy of the working class. 
He is one of their class-war generals and dangerous. 

By Any Means Necessary 
Baxter Smith 

Malcolm X on civil rights 
BOSTON- About a year before Malcolm X's ~eath, 
a television news reporter 'asked if he could recall 
the first time he was hurt by segregation. Malcolm 
replied, "When I was born. I was born in a seg­
regated hospital of· a segregated mother and a seg-

. regated father." 
The reporter pressed him for more specific inci­

dents, and Malcolm said: 
"The first was when we were living in Lansing, 

Mich., in an integrated neighborhood. One night 
I woke up and found the house on fire. The good 
Christians of the neighborhood had come' and set 
the house afire. 

"The second•was when my father was found under 
a streetcar where he had been thrown by the good 
Chirstians- that's my second. You want my third 
and fourth and fifth and sixth and seventh?" 

During his 39 years Malcolm had seen enough 
of segregation to want to organize Blacks into a 
movement powerful enough to eventually dig the 
grave for not oply segregation but also its parents: 
racism and racial oppression. 

He never accomplished this because he was mur­
dered 10 years ago this week on Feb. 21, 1965, 
before the civil rights movement had laid to rest 

_ the final vestiges of Jim Crow segregation. 
All during his last years, the media maligned Mal­

colm and tried to set him apart from other Black 
leaders. 

Malcolm, it is true, was a!Jart from many of them 
in the program and tactics they advocated, but he 
held the same goal of abolishing every barrier to 
full Black equality. 

Malcolm, after he broke with the Muslims, was 
organizing Blacks chiefly in Harlem, where there was 

no legal segregation. But he supported the demands 
of the civil rights movement in the South and stood 
ready to aid it whenever he could. ' 

Malcolm, however, often opposed the practice of 
most civil rights leaders of trying to contain the 
militancy of the movement to "within the rules that 
are laid down by the white liberals," as he put it. 

He believed that militant activists within the South­
ern civil rights movement should challenge the mis­
taken notions of these civil rights leaders. But of 
the movement itself, apart from its leaders, Malcolm 
had nothing but kind words. He said in reply to a 
question at an Organization of Afro-American Unity 
meeting on Jan. 24, 1965: 

"And you actually do the whole thing a disservice 
by not getting involved. . . . No, I say let's all get 
in it, and get in it without compromise, and any­
body that gets in the way- don't compromise. That's 
all .... Our people in Alabama, our people in Har­
lem, our people in California are the same people. 
You and I will not get anywhere by standing on the 
sidelines, saying they're [civil rights leaders] doing it 
wrong. I spent 12 years doing this in the Black Mus­
lim movement, condemning everybody walking, and 
at no time were we permitted to get involved to show 
a better way. Okay, I say let's get involved." 

Malcolm believed that struggles to end de facto 
discrimination in the South and de jure discrimination 
in the North would never be successful as long as 
they were played by the rules of the white power 
structure. 

You could never co.mpromise with the power struc­
ture and win. This belief Malcolm fought for, and in 
the end he died for it. 
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The Great Society 
Harry Ring 

Sweet land of liberty- What pride one 
feels in a government that sees pro­
tection of individual liberty as a sa­
cred trust Especially on reading how 
the FBI bugged two Washington, D.C., 

- whorehouses to blackmail errant for­
eign diplomats into spying for the 
United States. Or Lyndon Johnson, 
who, according to Newsweek, "en­
joyed placing FBI dossiers conspic­
uously on his desk while subjecting 
vulnerable congressmen to some po­
litical arm-twisting." 

for visiting dignitaries and also to 
cut down on the meat portions. Mean­
while, she flew into New York for a 
fast shopping trip. A dozen dresses 
from a new designer. Only $70 to 
$250 each. 

A victim of imperialism, right, 
rabbi?- Rabbi Baruch Korff, Nixon's 
principal mentor, placed a fund­
appeal ad explaining that the "cam­
paign of vengeance" against Dick was 
continuing unabated. The ad ap­
peared in the Voice, on the island of 
St. Lucia, an impoverished British col­
ony in the Lesser Antilles. 

Think you've heard everything?­
General Foods Corporation pleaded 
"no contest" to charges of short­
weighting its Maxwell House ("Good 
to the last drop") instant coffee. 
Whereupon a Los Angeles area judge 
hit the firm with a fme of $1,500. 
However, he added, it would only 
have to pay $500 of that amount 
if no further violations were charged 
against it within the next year. 

much Daddy has in his pocket. If he 
doesn't have change for a $20 bill 
I get $20. He says, 'Bring me back 
$10,' but I never do." 

An equal opportunity lord-Jesus was 
the original women's liberationist, ac­
cording to Reverend L. J. Ogilvie of 
the Hollywood Presbyterian Church. 
Jesus said, "Whoever divorces his wife 
and m-arries another commits adultery 
against her; and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she 
commits adultery." By thus equating 
the actions of men and women, the 
minister explained, . Jesus elevated 
women to equal status. 

Biting the bullet- Betty Ford instruct­
ed the White House chef to substitute 
soup for the fish course at banquets 

Learn quick- Susan Ford doesn't get 
a fixed allowance and has developed 
this technique with her father, reports 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: "It all de­
pends on how good I am and how 

La Lucha Puertorriquefia 
Jose Perez 

N. V. 'suicide': cover-up for murder 
The following guest column is by Carmen Maymi, 
a member of the Brooklyn chapter of the Young 
Socialist Alliance and longtime activist in the Puer­
to Rican movement. 

NEW YORK- Last Dec. 1 Martin "Tito" Perez, a 
31-year-old Puerto Rican photographer and mu­
sician, was riding on the Lexington Avenue sub­
way with a group of friends from Taller Boricua, 
a collective of radical Puerto Rican artists. 

They were riding uptown, singing and laughing, 
when transit cop Sylvester Hayes told them to stop 
making so much noise. Perez asked the other pas­
sengers if they were being bothered, and the cop 
responded by clubbing Perez with his nightstick. 

When Perez's frie,nds protested this brutality, 
Hayes called in reinforcements, and several more 
police were waiting for the artists when the train 
stopped at the 125th Street station. Perez was 
clubbed by four cops, and he and two others were 
handcuffed and taken to the Twenty-fifth Precinct 
police station. 

The three were charged with disorderly conduct. 
Since Perez refused to give his name and address, 
he was booked as "John Doe." He was put in a 
special cell for "dangerous" suspects, where a sign 

indicates that all prisoners should have belts, sus­
penders, and sharp objects removed to prevent 
them from committing suicide. 

An hour and a half later, an ambulance pulled 
into the ·precinct station and PCrez's body, his 
hands still manacled, was wheeled out. Metropoli­
tan Hospital officials pronounced him dead on ar­
rival. Police said Perez had hanged himself with 
his belt in his cell. 

The chief medical examiner of New York, Dom~ 
inick DiMaio, performed an au topsy and pro­
claimed that Perez had died of "asphyxiation by 
hanging" and "that there is no other conclusion 
but suicide." But there are numerous contradictions 
in this conclusion. 

One is that the police have admitted that they 
manacled Perez's hands behind his back when he 
was arrested, but to hang himself he would have 
had to have his hands manacled in front of his 
body. 

Another is that his wife, Rosa Perez, has told 
reporters that Tito Perez never wore a belt. More­
over, the cops, according to their own rules, re­
move belts from prisoners put into the cell for 
"dangerous" criminals. 

And to top it off, the medical examiner said he 
found no bruises on the corpse. But the eyewitnesses 
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to the arrest have reported that Perez was clubbed 
by police. 

The obvious conclusion is that Perez was clubbed 
to death by the cops, and the "suicide" is a cover­
up for this brutal murder. 

Demonstrations have been held in front of the 
precinct station demanding the suspension of Of­
ficer Hayes and a thorough investigation of the 
case by the district attorney's office. 

The December First Committee has also been 
formed to investigate the "suicide." It is planning 
an exhibition of Perez's photography on Feb. 28 
at the Taller Boricua Gallery, 1558 Madison Ave. 
The object of the exhibition is to keep the artist's 
name and the cil'cumstances surrounding his death 
in public view. The committee can be reached at the 
Puerto Rican Media Action Co_alition, 1699 Lex­
ington Ave., or at Taller Boricua. 

When I went to Taller Boricua to gather facts 
for the column, the FBI was at the Taller head­
quarters. But despite the protests over the "sui­
cide," they weren't there to investigate that. In­
stead, they were ''investigating" the so-called "Armed 
Forces of Puerto Rican National Liberation," a 
mysterious group whose terrorist bombings have 
been used by the government as a pretext to in­
crease harassment of Puerto Rican activists. 

If we could only eat their words ... 
Since the turn of the century the American people 1 

have been promised a "Square Deal," "a chicken 
in every pot," a "New Deal," a "Fair Deal," a "War 
on Poverty," and a "Great Society," depending on 
which public relations whiz was writing the presi­
dential campaign material of the moment. The 
last elected president of the United States- Richard 
Nixon- in addition to promising peace in Viet­
nam, said in a special message to Congress in 
1969, "The moment is at hand to put an end to 
hunger in America ... for all time." 

If words could be eaten, the problem would 
h'ave been solved long ago. The food is there­
for those who have the money to buy it. 

As for the others, their plight was described 
by New York Times reporter James Wooten Feb. 
13. One woman of nearly 80 tried to survive 
on her pension check. "When Mrs. Elsie DeFratus 
could no longer afford the. cost of living, she 
died .... 

"She weighed 76 pounds. An autopsy found no 
trace of food in her shrunken stomach. 

"'Malnutrition,' the coroner concluded." 
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Others are luckier. Last October Newsweek de­
scribed the case of Etta Young, 78, of Chicago, 
who was found unconscious on the floor of her 
room. "It turned out that, for three months, she 
had been living on nothing but oatmeal and a 
splash of milk each day." • 

A big percentage of those suffering from hunger 
and malnutrition in the U.S. are old people. A 
1973 survey in Florida found that 25 percent of 
the elderly in urban areas spent less than $34.39 
monthly on food- the amount that the Florida 
Division of Health estimated as the minimum need­
ed to maintain an adequate diet. 

Children are also affected, as was shown in 
Dr. James Carter's recent analysis of The Ten­
State Nutrition Survey, a government survey on 
nutrition among the poor released in 1972. Dr. 
Carter's analysis has been published by the South­
ern Regional Council, Inc. 

The survey showed, Carter writes, that "a higher 
income level was associated with greater stature, 
greater body weight, a greater thickness of sub-

cutaneous fat, advanced skeletal development, ad­
vanced dental development, earlier maturation and 
earlier attainment of maximum stature." 

The survey also found that "Black pregnant 
women from low income states had a mean caloric 
intake of 1506 calories and a mean protein intake 
of 60 grams per day, while pregnant white wom­
en from high income states had mean intakes of 
2127 calories and 89 grams of protein per day. 

"These findings· are alarming. Pregnant women 
who have caloric intakes as low as 1500 calories 
will very likely have fetuses who are suffering from 
malnutrition ..... An infant so affected would be 
undersized and poorly developed. The growth and 
development of the brain and other vital organs 
would likely also be affected .... " 

Today we can look back on decades of empty 
promises. But there is a way that hunger really 
can be ended: by expropriating the parasites who 
sell the necessities of life for a profit. Short of that, 
people like Elsie DeFratus will continue to starve. 

-DAVE FRANKEL 



Rewriting historx 

The 'Guardian' and the Vietnam accords 
By DAVE FRANKEL 
In reviewing the events in Vietnam 
during the two years sinct the signing 
of the Paris accords, Caroline Lund 
wrote in, the Jan. 31 Militant that the 
continuation of the ~ar and the sur­
vival of the Thieu regime confirmed 
the position taken by the 'i'rotskyist 
rnovcn1cnt '.\-ht:n ~ht' ~JCCf)rd~7, \\·ere fir~t 
proposed. 

il-~ .. vi.n ~Jlbct of thl < ":urd:.uJi dis­
agrees. Writing in the l·l'b. 12 ·s~uc~ 

of that .\Iaoist weekly, he calls Lund's 
analysis "shoddy" and "reprehensible." 
But Silber, as we will see, has to fal­
sify the actual position taken by the 
Guardian at the time of the accords 
in order to make his case. 

When the proposed accords were 
first announced, the Nov. 10, 1972, 
issue of The Militant said in a front­
page editorial: "Nixon's top aid Henry 
Kissinger says that 'peace is at hand' 
in Vietnam. This is a lie. . . . 

"Already the U.S. is rushing military 
equipment to the Thieu government. 
... Under the proposed agreement, 
U.S. troops are to remain indefinitely 
in Thailand and in the seas off Viet­
nam, ready to intervene again if the 
U.S. warmakers think it necessary. 
This is no peace!" 

Following the final agreement a 
Militant editorial on Feb. 2, 1973, 
explained that the accords meant not 
an end to tht; war, but "a new stage 
of the civil war, and of Washington's 
intervention." 

What the 'Guardian' said 
What The Militant said would hap­

pen at the time is precisely what did 
happen: the war continued. In con­
trast, the Guardian campaigned for 
the accords, promising its readers 
that their acceptance would bring vic­
tory for the liberation forces, final 
defeat for Washington, and peace to 
Vietnam- all in short order. Silber 
would rather forget about this today. 
He deniesany"naive expectations" and 
relies on his readers' short memories 
to falsify the Guardian's record. 

Lund's argup1ent that "the accords 
solved none of the fundamental prob­
lems that had led to the civil war and 
U.S. intervention in the first place" is 
dismissed by Silber as a ''revelation 
that will shock absolutely no one since 
neither the Vietnamese nor their sup­
porters held to any such naive ex­
pectations in the first place. . . . 

"There was always the possibility, 
of course, that the U.S. imperialists 
might demonstrate a rare 'wisdom' 
and actually live up to all the pro­
visions of the peace accords, thus 
making a total concession of humili­
ating defeat. But this was never con­
sidered very likely .... " 

It wasn't? Here is what Guardian 
writer Richard Ward wrote in the Nov. 
8, 1972, issue, immediately after Kis­
singer announced that "peace is at 
hand". 

U.S. fighter plane being delivered in 
South Vietnam just before signing of ac­
cords. Guardian claimed that treaty 
would bring peace to Vietnam. 
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"If there are no hitches, it will be a 
great victory for the people of Viet­
nam .... 

"Having failed to implant a success­
ful puppet regime in South Vietnam, 
the {:.s. is compelled in the agree­
ment to officially recognize for the 
fir~t tirne the Prn\·L..;ion.'1l Hf•volu.OtH1·· 
:1; ... •'r,· =~r~)f;1:"·n~ PUC: ·:: c.:;_gr~.··.:~~·t'.'llt: 

·~q\ .. ,!;< ;·,r· .. ·;: idt··~ t't;r ;h·· ,·_..,nt=ii~hnH~llt 

nH:~ans alHl 1:1:..· t:.:lca~e uf ·tb.:.2 count­

less thou sands of political prisl)ners 
in South \'ietnam, thereby opening 
the way for final victory over the 
reactionary puppet elements." 

Just a liHie 'hitch' 
"If there are no hitches," says Ward, 

a democratic government will be 
peacefully established, political pris­
oners released, and final victory over 
the Thieu regime achieved. But 
of course there was just one little 
"hitch"- a proimperialist regime in 
Saigon, armed to the teeth by Wash­
ington and recog.nized by the accords. 

The Guardian campaigned for the 
accords, saying that they would en­
sure the rapid victory of the libera­
tion fighters. Its Nov. 22, 1972, is­
sue argued that ''the U.S. is on the 
defensive and its puppets on the verge 
of collapse." 

The following week it editorialized 
that ''the Vietnamese people· are now 
preparing to complete the total expul­
sion of U.S. military forces from their 

.soil. 
"This is the real meaning of the nine­

point draft peace agreement negotiated 
last month .... " 

And after the final acceptance of the 
accords Guardian correspondent Wil­
fred Burchett wrote in the Feb. 7, 
1973, issue that the "unorganized, un­
popular and corrupt Thieu adminis­
tration cannot be expected to long 
survive on its own." 

But the whole point was that the 
Saigon regime was never left "on its 
own." In spite of the heroic sacrifices 
made by the Vietnamese people, the 
offensive begun in March 1972 
against the proimperialist govern­
ment was contained by the most in­
tensive air war in history. 

Faced by the determined resistance 
of the Vietnamese people and grow­
ing antiwar pressure from a mass 
movement at home, Nixon was forced 
to give up the hope of crushing the 
insurgents. At the same time, the Viet­
namese liberation forces proved un­
able to overcome the U.S.-backed re­
gime in Saigon. 

The accords, which were hailed by 
both Moscow and ·Peking as a great 
victory, were backed by the imperial­
ists to ensure that their foothold in 
Vietnam would be maintained. In the 
months before they were signed, 
Nixon armed the Thieu regime with 
the third-largest air force in the world. 
·The Saigon army, more than a mil­
lion strong, was equipped wi~ more 
helicopters and tanks than it was cap­
able of servicing, and under the ac­
cords, Washington was leg ally al­
lowed to replace lost or damaged 
equipment. 

Furthermore, the Paris treaty for­
m ally recognized the existence of two 
armies and two administrations in 
Vietnam, and specified that each 
would be left in control of the areas 
they were occupying. All provisions 
concerning elections, release of prison­
ers, recognition of democratic rights, 
and unification of the country were 
to be carried out jointly by the PRG 
and the Saigon dictatorship. .. 
Two perspectives 

The Vietnamese masses were fight­
ing for unification of their country, 
an end to the dictatorship and foreign 

Nixon with partners in detente. Moscow and Peking put pressure on Vietnamese to· 
sign treaty. Guardian supported accords because Peking did, not because they helped 
Vietnamese. 

domination, and land raorm. But 
none of these objectives could be won 
through cooperation or reconciliation 
with the regime of }anchords and cap­
italists in Saigon. The accords were 
an attempt to set up .such a collabor­
ation. 

As Barry Sheppard explained in the 
Feb: 16, 1973, Militant "The accords 
outline a policy of collaboration be­
tween the PRG and the Saigon re­
.gime to set up elections for a new 
government. This .can only work if 
the PRG agrees to Saigon's terms. 
If this should occur, it would mean a 
major setback for the Vietnamese 
struggle, and a demoralization and 
demobilization of the masses. 

"Th& strategy of organizing and 
leading the masses in struggle around 
the urgent needs of the workers and 
peasants in South Vietnam is the op­
posite perspective. But this strategy 
will inevitably lead to massive strug­
gle against the Saigon regime. A 'Na­
tional Council of National Reconcilia­
tion and Concord' could not possibly 
function under such circumstances .... 

"A key element determining what will 
happen in South Vietnam will be 
which of these two courses is followed 
by the NLF and the North Vietnamese 
leaders." 

The course the Guardian was hop­
ing for in Vietnam was clearly spelled 
out by Richard Ward on the first an­
niversary of the accords. Writing in 
the Jan. 30, 1974, Guardian, Ward 
said: 

"Needless to say, the Paris agree­
ment was not a blueprint for pro­
longed war. To the contrary, in elab­

. orate and precise detail, its articles 
and associated protocols, provided a 
plan for peace. . . . 

"There were those observers in the 
West who said that it would never 
work, the peace agreement was naive 
and more condescendingly, they said 

that there was no reason to expect that 
the Vietnamese who have been f~ghting 
each other for nearly three decades 
would lay down their arms and unite 
in establishing a government of na­
tional union." 

Fronting for Peking 
While this year Silber claims that 

it '\vas never considered very likely" 
that the U. S. would live up to the 
accords, last year the Guardian was 
trying to sell the treaty as "a plan 
for peace" that was sabotaged only 
because of Washington's duplicity- as 
if what Washington was planning 
hadn't been obvious from the 
beginning. 

The Guardian tries to present the 
accords as a great victory for the 
Vietnamese, and pass off as good 
coin the pie-in-the-:sky rhetoric in the 
accords about free elections, the re­
lease of political prisoners, and demo­
cratic rights- all to be carried out 
with the cooperation of Saigon- be­
cause it is covering for the Maoist 
regime in China. Like their counter­
parts in Moscow, the Maoist bureau­
crats were more interested in trade 
deals and diplomatic agreements with 
Washington than in the victory of the 
Vietnamese revolution. 

The Stalinist regimes in both Mos­
cow and Peking viewed the continua­
tion of the war in Vietnam as the 
main roadblock to detente with Wash­
ington, and they put heavy pressure 
on the Vietnamese to accede to the 
imperialist demands and accept the 
treaty. Moscow and Peking stood 
silently by while Nixon used B-52s 
against Hanoi and Haiphong and 
mined Vietnamese waters. They were 
silent again during the Christmas 
bombing of North Vietnam, the final 
piece of slaughtel' designed to force 

Continued on page 22 
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TV discussion 

Hamill, Jenness: ~Why 
U.S. needs socialism 

ism it is precisely the people who work hard for a living who don't get anything out of it.' 

On Feb. 10, Channel 5 television in 
New York City broadcast a discus­
sion with Pete Hamill and Linda Jen­
ness about the basic ideas of social­
ism. Hamill, a well-known columnist, 
had written an article in the Jan. 13 
Village Voice declaring that socialism 
is the answer to Ute growing crisis of 
U.S. society. Jenness was the 1972 
preSidential candidate of the Socialist 
Workers Party. The following are ex­
cerpts from the televised discussion, 
which was moderated by Bob Boggs. 

Boggs: Who would benefit and who 
would be hurt by us becoming a so­
cialist nation? Linda Jenness right 
now is a representative of the Social­
ist Workers Party. She was its presi­
dential candidate in 1972. And also 
with me is columnist-writer Pete Ham­
ill .. Pete, are you a socialist? 

Hamill: Yes. I consider myself a 
socialist and I have written several 
pieces in the last couple of years about 
the subject, most of which culminated 
in a long piece I did in the Vlllage 
Voice a couple of weeks ago. 

Boggs: I think that there is a lack 
of understanding about what social­
ism really is. And I'd like to address 
ourselves to what it really is from 
your two perspectives. Linda? 

Jenness: When I talk about socialism, 
I'm talking about a rational, planned 
national economy controlled by the 
majority of people who live and work 

· here. One of the fears that people have 
about socialism is that they think it's 
not going to be democratic. I think 
that's partly because they look at the 
Soviet Union and see a country where, 
in the name of socialism, they have 
slave-labor camps and put dissidents 
in mental hospitals, and they think 
that it means totalitarianism. 

One of the obligations of socialists 
in this country is to explain that so­
cialism and democracy go hand in 
hand. We're talking about a social­
ism where the majority of people make 
the decisions about our everyday 
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lives, which is certainly not the case 
in the Soviet Union. 

Boggs: So would you say that social­
ism and democracy are a more happy 
wedding than democracy and cap­
italism? 

Jenness: Capitalism and democracy 
are impossible to have together, be­
cause capitalism means the control 
of the resources and the wealth by a 
tiny minority who make all the de­
cisions about it. There is no way for 
it to be democratic. 

Boggs: Pete, don't you find that when 
you're talking to some people this 
goes against their basic nature, or 
at least their point of view of the way 
things are supposed to be in the Unit­
ed States- that you find they're afraid 
of the change? 

Brainwashing 
Hamlll: The most successful brain­
washing campaign in the world was 
launched by American capitalism at 
the end of the Civil War until recent­
ly. Now they're in a lot of trouble 
with working people. But they made 
people afraid of the notion of social­
ism. And did it very successfully 
through controlling newspapers, 
through controlling the movie indus­
try, through controlling our national 
myths, which are perpetrated by 
television. 

Boggs: What are some of those myths? 

Hamill: One of the myths is the Ho­
ratio Alger myth. You too can be 
walking down the street, rescue the lit­
tle girl, and be picked up by the cap­
italist who will make you Nelson 
Rockefeller when you grow up. There 
is only one Nelson Rockefeller, who 
runs a mini-state called the Rockefel­
ler family. Nobody is going to grow 
up to be Nelson Rockefeller, and I 
think a lot of people know that now. 

Boggs: But what about the concept 
of the American dream- of someone 
who comes from a very meager back-

ground and through honest hard 
work builds himself or herself up into 
having a lot of money and a really 
nice house? Is that totally dissolved 
under socialism? 

Hamlll: It depends on how you make 
that money. If you make it on the 
pain, or grief, or lack of employment 
of other people, you shouldn't be al­
lowed to do that. You shouldn't be 
allowed to make money off of other 
people's labor. 

The people who are affected are the · 
seven or eight guys who run the oil 
companies in this country and arbi­
trarily raise prices. The companies 
who make 200 percent profit while 
there are eight million people out of 
work. Those people will be affected. 
But the guy who lives out in Queens, 
who lives out in Bayridge, he's not 
going to be affected. This will be a 
great thing for him. 

Standard of living 
Jenness: I think they will be affected. 
Only they'll be affected positively. One 
of the ft!ars used to be that if you had 
socialism your standard of living 
would go down. 

Look at the U.S. economy today: 
at least 10 million people can't find 
jobs, inflation runs rampant, you 
can't pay your rent, you can't go to 
the grocery store. The standard of 
living in the country has been just 
shot to pieces under capitalism. 

More and more people are begin­
ning to see that it is precisely the 
people who do work hard for a liv­
ing-who have worked 20 or 30 
years, put in an honest day's work­
they don't get anything out of it. 

They don't get any medical care. 
They don't get free education. Their 
jobs can be taken away at will with 
nobody voting on it or deciding on it 

And it's the people who don't 
work -like the Rockefellers, the Mel­
Ions, and the Carnegies, the ones 
who've never worked a day in their 
lives-they're the ones who have all 
the benefits of society. 

Socialism is really for the people 
who do work. 

. Boggs: How can you justify taking 
away that which people have acquired 
through their families over several 
generations? 

Hamill: Because they haven't acquired 
it themselves. 

Jenness: Right, they didn't work for 
it. 

Hamill: One question no one asked . 
Rockefeller during the hearings, when 
he was laying half a million on this 
character and $200,000 on that char­
acter was: "How much of that money 
did you earn yourself through put­
ting in hours somewhere?" 

He earned none of it. He has it only 
because his father and grandfather 
earned money through various kinds 
of crimes years ago. He is something 
like the third generation mob is go­
ing to be, 30 years down the line. 

Boggs: How would the incentive sys­
tem. work under socialism? What 
would be the incentive to work hard? 
And if you do acquire an estate, could 
you pass it on to your children? 

Hamill: A little something. I think 
you could make an inheritance law 
of some kind. For example, if you 
leave your son or daughter $100,000, 
that's not exactly sending them out to 
shine shoes. That's a pretty good 
stake. But to leave somebody eight 
billion dollars and Venezuela in per­
manent custody, that's another whole 
thing. 

New Bill of Rights 
Jenness: There is another way we 
should approach it. The Socialist 
Workers Party has launched a 1976 
presidential campaign. We're running 
Peter Camejo for president and Willie 
Mae Reid for vice-president. One thing 
that we are raising in this campaign 
is a proposal for a new Bill of Rights 
for working people. In addition to 
fighting to defend and protect the old 
Bill of Rights, we need new rights. 

For instance, the right to. have a 
job, the right to free medical care, 
the right to free education, and the 
right to know the truth about what 
this government is doing. 

If you are guaranteed a job, a de­
cent standard of living, free health 
care, and free child care- the things 
that are basic human rights-then 
you don't need to talk about an in­
heritance law or an inheritance tax. 
Everyone in this country would be 
guaranteed the human things that they 
need to survive and to live in a de­
cent way. 

Don't forget we're talking about the 
richest country that the world has ever 
known, a country that could produce 
abundance for everyone. We hope that 
the Bill of Rights for working people 
will be widely discussed in the 1976 
presidential campaign. 

This discussion will involve Pete 
Hamill and Mike Harrington and our­
selves, and many other people who 
are beginning to discuss socialism in 
a serious way. 

Boggs: In many people's minds the 
concept of socialism is that you're 
all going to go out on the farm and 
work and there would be a great deal 
of sameness about life under social­
ism. What about the expression of 
individuality? 

Socialism & individuality 
Jennefils: I don't think there is any 
system in the world that has destroyed 
individuality like the capitalist sys­
tem has. 

For instance, you read about the 
apathy that exists in the U. S. toward 
politics and politicians. Why is that? 
It's not because people don't care. 
It's because they know that they are 



not making the decisions. 
Come election time for instance, you 

get a choice between a Democrat and 
a Republican- basically alike. People 
know they're dishonest. People don't 
care. to go out and vote for them. 

My point is that people know that 
they don't have any control over their 
individual lives. We don't make de­
cisions about inflation or unemploy­
ment, or war, or anything. 

What creates initiative, what creates 
individuality, is the feeling that peo­
ple have when they are making their 
own decisions, controlling their own 
lives, and controlling their society. 
And that's what socialism is about. 
It is to put the decision making into 
the hands of the working people. 

Boggs: Could our country have 
grown this fast and been this power­
ful if we had not been under cap­
italism? 

Jenness: There is certainly no ques­
tion that at one point in history cap­
italism played a progressive role. ·It 
laid the basis for the development of 
technology, science, and industry. But 
that is not the question today. 

The question isn't developing 
science, technology, and industry, but 
using it. How are you going to use 
it? Are you going to use it for de­
struction, 'for dropping bombs on the 
Vietnamese, for destroying the envi­
ronment? Or are you going to use it 
to build low-cost housing, provide 
medical care and schools and other 
things that we need? 

The way our economy is run today 
is so irr~tional and so anarchistic 
and so wasteful that a planned na­
tional economy under workers' con­
trol just seems so obviously better. 

You think of all the waste that goes 
into the military budget, for one thing. 
It should be cut out entirely. It is not 
doing anything progressive. It is just 
supporting dictatorships around the 
world. 

Boggs: I'd like to have you both back 
with a couple of capitalists sometime 
in the future. 

Jenness: People can read Pete Ham­
ill's manifesto in the Village Voice, 
and they can get a copy of the "Bill 
of Rights for Working People" by writ­
ing to the Socialist Workers 197 6 
Campaign Committee, 14 Charles 
Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

People should read both of them 
and write to us about their ideas. I 
hope we can continue and broaden 
out this discussion that has been 
begun. 

Bill of Rights for 
Working People 

Help distribute and discuss the Bill 
of Rights for Working People-send 
us your ideas. Copies are 3 cents 
each; or 2 cents each for 1,000 or 
more. 
( ) Please send me one copy free 
of charge ( ) in English; ( ) in 
Spanish. 
Enclosed is $ ___ for __ copies 
( ) in English; ( ) in Spanish. 

Name ________________________ _ 

Address ______________________ __ 

City State ___ Zip·---
Clip and mail to: Socialist Workers 
1976 National Campaign Com­
mittee, 14 Charles Lane, New York, 
N.Y. 10014. 

Officers of the Socialist Workers 1976 :\ationw 
Campaign Committee- Chairpersons: Fred Hal­
stead, Ed Heisler, Linda .Jenness, Andrew l'ul­
ley- Treasurer: Andrea :\I orell. 
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Reid campaign moves into 
high gear after ballot victory 
By JUDY HAGANS 
CHICAGO- Supporters of the cam­
paign of socialist mayoral candidate 
Willie Mae Reid held a rally here 
Feb. 7 to celebrate Reid's achievement 
of ballot status and to project on­
going campaign activities. 

Reid is the first independent mayoral 
candidate in decades to win a spot 
on the ballot. 

Suzanne Haig, who headed up the 
petitioning effort, told the rally that 
the Democratic Party machine of May­
or Richard Daley decided not to chal­
lenge Reid's right to be on the bal­
lot April 1. This decision was made, 
she said, because of the "tremendous 
efforts of campaign supporters" in 
gathering the 66,243 signatures Reid 
submitted, and because more than 80 
civil libertarians, union officials, and 
Black leaders in Chicago had signed 
a statement supporting Reid's right to 
be on the ballot. 

Haig also announced that the So­
cialist Workers Party would not com­
ply with the section in the Illinois law 
on campaign financing requiring dis-

Socialist nominee Reid says street crime 
can only be ended by eliminating rotten 
social conditions that breed it. 

closure of the names of campaign con­
tributors. She said that because of 
government harassment of the SWP, 
turning in the names of financial sup­
porters of the campaign would be 
tantamount to giving the government 
a ready-made "enemies" list. 

The socialist campaign has asked 
for a hearing before the election board 
on its request for an exemption from 
the disclosure requirement. 

Willie Mae Reid gave the main rally 
speech. Her Democratic and Republi­
can opponents have stressed "crime" 
as being a central issue of the cam­
paign, and all have called for more 
cops as a "solution." 

Reid lambasted this "law and or­
der" approach. She described the de­
plorable conditions in the so-called 
high-crime areas and pointed out that 
her socialist program points the way 
toward ending the conditions that 
breed street crime. 

Also speaking at the rally were Har­
riet Palmer, a student at Chicago State 
University and a coordinator of the 
Student Committee Against Racism in 
Boston; Brian Williams, organizer of 
the Chicago Young Socialist Alliance; 
and Eddy Two-Rivers, president of 
the Chicago chapter of the American 
Indian Movement. 

The day after the rally, supporters 
of the Reid campaign met for a series 
of workshops and talks that focused 
on the "Bill of Rights for Working 
People" called for in the socialist 
campaign. 

With the achievement of ballot status, 
Reid's supporters have been stepping 
up their efforts to reach working peo­
ple throughout Chicago. For exam­
ple, Reid and a group of campaign ac­
tivists talked with people and distrib­
uted literature at an unemployment 
compensation center on Feb. 4. Join­
ing Reid was Ed Heisler, a railroad 
worker and member of the United 
Transportation Union, who is a na­
tional chairperson of the Socialist 
Workers presidential campaign. 

Estella Johnson, 22, a nurses' aide 
who has been looking for work for 
six months, told the campaigners, "I 
don't have any nice words for the 
economy." When asked if she thought 
the country is headed for a depres­
sion, she replied with words heard 
often at the jobless center, "This is 
the depression." 

Asked what the Democratic and Re­
publican politicians are doing about 
unemployment and high prices, Willie 
Johnson, a construction worker who 
was waiting while his wife filed for 
jobless benefits, summed up the senti­
ments of many, saying, "I can't say 
they're doing much of nothing." 

Reid was well received by many 
of the people she talked with. One 
woman said that since she has a lot 
of free time, she would volunteer to 
work on the Reid campaign. 

U. of Chicago debate 
Reid spoke to 300 students who 

turned out Feb. 4 at the University of 
Chicago for a candidates' debate 
sponsored by the student government. 

At the deb ate, Stuart Sweet, presi­
dent of the student government, re­
ported that of the six candidates "in­
vited, only Mayor Daley had declined 
to attend. Calling Daley's absence "an 
unmistakable pattern," Sweet com­
pared the mayor to "a reluctant Nixon 
or Johnson," unwilling to speak to 
young people who might raise criti­
cisims, while frequently addressing 
groups of businessmen. 

It turned out that Daley was not 
the only candidate who would pre­
fer to avoid his opponents. Garrett 
Brown, who had helped organize the 
debate, told The Militant that Edward 
Hanrahan's campaign manager and 
brother, William Hanrahan, had tried 
to persuade him that Reid had "no 
right to speak" since she was not a 
candidate in the Democratic or Re­
publican primary. 

However, when the debate orga­
nizers refused to back down and re­
scind their invitation to the socialist 
candid~te, Hanrahan had no choice 
but to accept the student government's 
nonexclusionist policy. 

Democratic Alderman William Sing­
er, a liberal in search of more conser­
vative backing, began the debate by 
designating "crime" as a primary is­
sue in the campaign and by calling 
for, among other things, 1,000 more 
cops on the street. He went on to ad­
vocate more tax breaks for business, 
which he claimed would attract more 
industry, and therefore more jobs, to 
Chicago. 

Singer was followed by Hanrahan, 
the former state's attorney who was 
the chief official responsible for the 
1969 slaying of Black Panther leaders 
Fred Hampton and Mark Clark. 

To make his "law and order" stance 
more palatable, Hanrahan called for 
the police department to become an 
"equal opportunity employer," while 
also demanding harsher sentences to 
teach that "crime does not pay." 

Like Singer, Hanrahan wants to see 
"easy ·loans" for business, while offer­
ing nothing to solve the problems of 
working people. 

As soon as the question period be­
gan, Han.rahan was attacked by ques­
tioners for his role in the Hampton­
Clark murders. 

'Insult to Blacks' 
Willie Mae Reid, who followed Han­

rahan, expressed the feeling of most 
of those in the audience when she 
called it an "insult to the Black people 
of Chicago" to have a murderer such 
as Hanrahan treated with such polite­
ness by the other Democratic candi­
dates. 

She also scored the other candidates 
for mentioning "not a single word" 
about the white racist mob violence 
directed against the Black schoolchil­
dren of Boston and charged that it 
was "pandering to racism" that 
brought about this silence, just as it 
was "pandering to racism" that caused 
her opponents to be silent about Han­
rahan's role in the attack on the 
Panthers. 

Reid called in her talk for "deep­
going solutions for the deepgoing 
problems we have." 

Killer-cop Hanrahan demands harsher 
sentences, more 'law and order.' 

She said she favored a massive pub­
lic works program to provide jobs 
and critically needed low-cost hous­
ing, schools, hospitals, and day-care 
centers. She pointed out that instead 
of giving business a tax break, as 
recommended by Singer and Hanra­
han, she would tax the corporations 
and eliminate the $100-billion defense 
budget to provide funds for public 
works. She called for a shorter work­
week with no loss in pay to provide 
jobs for all. 

Reid was followed by State Senator 
Richard Newhouse, a Black Demo­
crat. He painted a picture of the in­
equities between Black and white peo­
ple in Chicago, but he offered no real 
solutions to the problems he described. 

When he was asked whether he sup­
ported Singer and Hanrahan's pro­
posals on crime, Newhouse said, "All 
those proposals are good." 

Newhouse reiterated his well-known 
position against the Equal Rights 
Amendment (ERA) and was chal­
lenged on this by questioners in the 
audience who pointed out that pas­
sage of the ERA would bolster the 
struggle for women's rights. 

With Willie Mae Reid's campaign 
becoming more well known through­
out the city, new supporters continue 
to join the campaign and to offer to 
do work. A number of these new sup­
porters attended a reception at Reid's 
apartment Feb. 2. They joined in a 
lively discussion of the Bill of Rights 
for Working People and how these 
demands can be achieved. They also 
discussed how to get news of the cam­
paign to people throughout Chicago. 
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Hundreds 
in S.F. 
hear 
Maria 
Barre no 
SA~ FHA:\CISCO-- Four hundred 
people turned out to hear 1Iaria Isabel 
Barreno at the Militant Labor Forum 
here Feb. 8 Barreno, an outspoken 
feminist and ~ocialist, is coauthor of 
New Portuguese Letters. The forum 
was the high point of her three-day 
tour in the Bay Area. 

New Portuguese Letters first ap­
peared in 1972 and was immediately 
banned by the Portuguese dictatorship 
as "pornographic and offensive to 
public decency." 

B arreno told the audience, "If this 
book had been written by a man, 
there ·would never have been a trial. 
It would never have been banned. In 
fact, the shops of Lisbon are full of 
books far more explicit than ours, 
but they are, of course, written by 
men. Three women writing about the 
real passions and emotions of women 
was more than the government would 
stand for. To them-it was dangerous." 

The "Three Marias," as the authors 
came to be known, were arrested and 
brought to trial. They attribute their 
acquittal last May in large part to the 
powerful protest movement organized 
by feminist groups in Europe and the 
United States. Barreno was optimistic 
about the future of the women's move­
ment in Portugal. One of the most 
urgent needs, she says, is to fight 
for legalized abortion. "I estimate 98 
percent of Portuguese women have 
had abortions. Abortions must be 
made safe, legal, and available to all 
women." 

Author Kay Boyle, who represented 
Amnesty International, also spoke at 
the forum. Boyle urged support for 
Vida Hadjebi Tabrizi, an Iranian so­
ciologist and researcher sentenced to 
eight years in the shah's prisons. 

Catherine Siskron, of the United 
States Committee for Justice to Latin 
American Political Prisoners (USLA), 
explained the case of Ines Romeo, a 
Brazilian woman who was arrested, 
tortured, and sentenced to life impris­
onment by Brazilian authorities. 

Speaking to 200 students at Stan­
ford University, Barreno emphasized 
the need for Portuguese women to fight 
for equal rights. "By law, women had 
equal pay even under the dictatorship. 
But we must fight to get the rights we 
have in law, but not in fact- a situa­
tion I have discovered that exists in 
many other countries as well." 

The Golden Gate chapter of the Na­
tional Organization for Women spon­
sored a reception for Barreno, and she 
was also the guest of honor at a lun­
cheon of the United Nations Associ­
ation (UNA). The UNA is organizing 
an International Women's Conference 
to be held in Mexico City later this 
year. 

Barreno's stay here received exten­
sive feature-length coverage in all the 
major newspapers. The San Francisco 
Chronicle wrote, quoting her: "The 
feminist movement has to 'show that 
men and women have fought all these 
years as the poor fight the rich.' The 
feminist 'is not trying to be an equal 
of men- to be like the oppressor. The 
whole society must change. Men are 
not the model.'" 
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... crisis in Detroit: a way out? 
Continued from baclc page 
permanently low. Making a profit is 
their one and only aim, and if that 
means a depression in Detroit, then 
so be it. 

Oh, yes, there is one assembly line 
working full-time and overtime. The 
f;eneral Motors ( GM) Cadillac plant 
is forcing workers to come in six days 
,; '1\'t~ek. ninl' nr 10 ho11rs a da.v. 

In thci)r:,·. laid·nff auto v;ui ker~ are 
prutectcd hy SuppJ,~mt•ntaJ ;·nemplo.' 
m ent B ent'fits \ S L B ), w h i<.:h togdh er 
with state unemployment compensa­
tion pay up to 95 percent of straight­
time wages.' That's fine . . . 

if you have enough seniority to 
qualify; 

if your benefits (26 or 52 weeks 
maximum, depending on seniority) 
haven't run out yet; and 

if the fund hasn't gone bankrupt. 
Thousands have already exhausted 

both state and SUB benefits, and the 
UAW estimates that another thousand 
lose their benefits every week. To top 
it off, the Chrysler fund is expected 
to run completely dry in March, and 
GM's by midyear. Then what? 

Young's record 
For all the talk of a Black-labor­

business "alliance," there is no mis­
taking which side Coleman Young is 
on. 

At the beginning of January, Young 
returned from a week's vacation in 
Jamaica and announced the layoff of 
1, 329 city employees. Detroit, like oth­
er cities, faces a budget deficit, per­
haps $50-million. And Young, like 
other mayors, is determined to make 
it up out of the pay of city work­
ers and by cutting out social services 
now needed more than ever. Still more 
city layoffs are threatened. 

There is one exception: the cops. 
Young has pledged to crack down on 
crime; he wants to hire more cops and 
increase "on-the-street services." It 
doesn't take much imagination to 
know what kind of "services" the rac­
ist cops dish out in the ghetto. 

Young boasts that "the police de­
partment is arresting more people 
than have every been arrested in the 
history of this city." 

But the effect on crime-which is 
bred by the unemployment, poverty, 
and racism that Young has done noth­
ing about-has been negligible. Last 
year the city set a new record with 
801 homicides. 

What about the long-term economic 
decline of the city? Young's greatest 
"achievement" to date has been help­
ing push through the state legislature 
a bill to give more tax breaks to in• 
dustries that modernize their facilities 
instead of moving out of the city. 
This is supposed to save jobs. No 
doubt it has saved Chrysler and oth­
ers a bundle on their tax bills, but 
as for jobs ..• well, look around. 

So far the top officials of the UAW 
have acted as though the layoffs were 
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Coleman Young (left) with friends Henry Ford II and Leonard 
good for the rich is good for the poor,' Young promised. 

some natural catastrophe, beyond 
their power to affect. 

Even when the UAW leaders took 
10,000 unemployed union members 
to Washington, D. C., Feb. 5, speeches 
by Woodcock and others focused on 
what could be done to help the auto 
corporations out of the slump. 

'Partnership'? 
For many years now UAW officials 

have assumed that they were in "part­
nership" with the employers to create 
an affluent society in which the needs 
of workers and employers alike would 
be "equitably" satisfied. This was a 
bad mistake. 

The employing class has its own 
plans for Detroit. These include speed­
up, forcing down wages, and keeping 
unemployment permanently high. The 
union movement needs some plans of 
its own that will satisfy the needs of 
working people, the unemployed, and 
the poor. 

The demand for cars may not pick 
up for months or years, maybe never. 
Instead of just watching in horror 
while SUB benefits run out, doesn't 
it make more sense to launch a drive 
to put everybody back to work 
through a 30-hour workweek at 40 
hours pay? 

Perhaps people in this country don't 
really need or want nine or 10 mil­
lion new cars a year-at today's 
prices we certainly can't afford them. 
But those same factories now shut 
down could be transformed for the 
production of mass transportation 
equipment, prefabricated housing 
units, and farm equipment desperately 
needed by millions of people here and 
around the world. 

About those profits 
The auto companies will no doubt 

howl that this couldn't be done at a 
profit. But let's look again. 

ChryAler is complaining about los-

ing $52-million in 197 4, but its prof­
its the year before were $255-million. 
GM' s "paper-thin" profits last year 
were a tidy $950-million. • These cor­
porate giants would seem to be in 
better shape to absorb the costs of the 
economic crisis than auto workers 
with no assets and no prospects for 
finding another job. 

But that's only scratching the sur­
face. If the unions demanded that the 
books of these companies. be opened 
up, they would uncover the truth 
about how the industrialists are swind­
ling workers and consumers out of 
millions more every year in hidden 
profits that never show up on the of­
ficial reports. 

Is there any answer to the crisis 
facing Detroit? Yes-but it means fac­
ing up to the fact that there is no 
"commonality of interests" between 
working people and those who own 
the factories and banks. There is a 
clash of opposing class interests, and 
no party or politician can represent 
both. 

Everyone knows that the labor vote 
and the Black vote are decisive in 
this city and to a great extent in the 
state. But that immense power has 
done nothing to ward off this crisis. 
Why? Because it is dissipated and 
wasted in supporting Democrats like 
Coleman Young. 

H the unions and the Black com­
munity put up their own candidates, 
independent of the Democratic and Re­
publican parties, these candidates 
would behave in a totally different 
way. 

Workers' representatives 
Working-class representatives in the 

city and state governments would use 
their influence to back up labor strug­
gles for higher wages, a shorter work­
week, or opening corporate books. 

They would strictly prohibit indus­
tries from closing plants and moving 
to low-wage areas. 

Time for 30-hour week 
They would take over shut-down 

factories and keep them running. 
They would tax the profits of the 

corporations and use the money to 
provide more and better social ser­
vices and additional public service 
jobs-with the top priority on rebuild­

_ing the ravaged inner city. 

"Soon, we of organized labor will 
take up the cudgels for a shorter 
workweek. Already, the men of lit­
tle faith are pulling their hair and 
gnashing their teeth at our proposal 
that now is the time to shorten 
working hours. They say, as they. 
have always said, it can't be 
done. ... 

"They did this when we talked 
about abolishing the 16-hour day, 
and the 14-hour day, and the 12-
hour day and the 10-hour day. 
They said living standards would 
come dow-n. They said that work­
ers with leisure on their hands 
would degenerate into dqmks and 
immoral beasts. But we got the 8-

hour day and living. standards rose 
more than we ever dreamed of with 
a 16-hour day. 

"The tools of production made it 
possible to create greater economic 
wealth with less human effort. We 
now have the tools that can give 
us higher living standards, a short­
er workweek and a greater measure 
of human leisure .... " 

- UAW President Walter Reuther 
in 1957 

Eighteen years later, those words 
could not be more appropriate. 
Isn't now the time to "take up the 
cudgels for a shorter workweek" so 
that everyone can have a job? 

· The problems of layoffs, racism, 
and poverty are broader than just 
Detroit, of course, and they cannot 
be ended in this city alone. 

But if we get together here and be­
gin to mobilize the union ranks, tp.e 
unemployed, and the Black commu­
nity against the layoffs- if we stop 
relying on Democratic and Republi­
can charlatans and begin organizing 
independent political action-we will 
set an example that will spread like 
wildfire across the country. 



Program for labor action 

How unions can 'get U.S. back to work' 
By FRANK LOVELL 
George Meany, president of the AFL-C:IO, appeared 
on national television Feb. 9 to prophesy economic 
gloom and doom. 'We're .past the recession stage," 
he said, "we're going into a depression." 

Meany called for emergency measures "like you 
take when you are fighting a war." Elaborating 
on this theme, he said, 'We are now f~ghting a war 
to preserve our way of life, as far as I'm con­
cerned, and we have people in Congress and in 
the White House who seem to be insensitive to the 
problems of the people of America." 

Meany stands squarely behind the AFL-CIO's. 
"action program" designed to "restore stability to 
the economy and get America back to work," 
adopted by the general board meeting last month. 
For all his rhetorical militancy, the "program of 
action" turns out to be a stale rehash of penny-ante 
reforms, little different from what is being offered 
by various sections of the employing class. 

The "program" calls for a ban on Arab oil, quotas 
on imports of industrial goods to protect U.S. 
industry, lower interest rates, a $20-billion tax cut, 
a modest public works program, and some better 
unemployment benefits. It appears more suited to 
the needs of special corporate interests than to the 
problems of consumers and unemployed workers. 

To create more jobs the standard proposal of the 
AFL-CIO executive council has been to reduce 
interest rates and increase credit allocations, pri­
marily for the benefit of the housing and con­
struction industries. This was repeated and re­
affirmed by the general board. 

Stripped of the verbiage about "blackmail ~de­
mands of the Arab oil sheiks" and Meany's bom­
bastic "not one cent for tribute," there was nothing 
different from what the union bureaucracy has been 
saying for the past several months and years. It 
adds up to very little, certainly far short of a full­
employment program. 

Real purpose 
If the real purpose of this extraordinary meeting 

of the rarely convened AFL-CIO general board 
was to draft a program for the union movement 
to combat unemployment and inflation, the re­
sults did not warrant the bother of calling more 
than 300 of these top officials from around the 
country to Washington. They all drew their travel 
costs and per diem expenses, and some may have 
enjoyed the trip. But there was another purpose, 
sensed by most of them, if not completely under­
stood. 

They are an essential part of the two-party po­
litical structure, and they know that the economic 
and social crisis dictates that they perform. This 
is what brought them to Washington. 

They are compelled now to dissociate themselves 
from the ·economic policies of the Ford admin­
istration. They also seek to strengthen their bar­
gaining position within the Democratic Party and 
hope in this way to exert greater influence upon 
the new Congress to achieve their own narrow 
ends. They are mindful of the demands from the 
members of their unions as well as their obli­
gations and commitments to the employing class. 

When the top labor officials met to recommend 
"emergency measures," they scratched around for 
something they thought would be acceptable to the 
new Congress. 

Tax cuts 
The most specific "independent" proposal is a 

two-part package of tax reductions, dratted orig­
inally. by Ford's Labor-Management Advisory 
Committee. It was approved unanimously by the 
committee, but rejected by Ford. This is the $20-
billion tax cut the AFL-CIO will urge Congress 
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Jobless workers in New York. AFL-CIO 'program' aims to bail out U.S. industry, not create jobs for all. 

to enact, including a $5-billion tax savings for big 
business through a rise in the investment tax credit 
from 7 to 12 percent. 

The theory is that if the government subsidizes 
corporate investment in plant expansion some jobs 
will trickle down. 

Sitting on the Labor-Management Advisory Com­
mittee are top executives of General Motors, Alcoa, 
General Electric, Sears Roebuck, Mobil Oil, the 
'Bechtel Companies, U.S. Steel, and the First Na­
tional Bank. The union officials are careful, in 
drafting their economic proposals, not to offend 
any of these gentlemen. 

When George Meany appears before congress­
ional committees to explain labor's stand to "stabil­
ize employment" and to regulate prices through 
"allocations and rationing," he does so with eyes 
and ears for the response of the most authorita­
tive representatives of big business, those with 
whom the union officialdom is in constant nego­
tiations over questions of wages and hours and 
other labor-management issues. 

In this way the union bureaucrat is conditioned 
to believe that all major social issues can or should 
be settled in back-room negotiations. Then the 
decisions on necessary legislation can be taken to 
Congress for enactment. 

Most top union officials have the impression that 
they deal with the real powers in this society, which 
accounts for their low opinion of politicians in 
both capitalist parties, whom they regard as the 
"political office boys" of the rulers. Heavy financial 
gifts to politicians for favors returned, of course, 
are not precluded on this account. It all comes 
natural. 

No· action planned 
This explains why the AFL-CIO general board 

plans no action to "put America back to work." 
Their "action" is in the halls of Congress, not 
on picket lines or in mass demonstrations. Those 
two or three union presidents who had the temerity 
to suggest that a march of the unemployed on 
Washington might prompt some favorable legis­
lation were instant pariahs among their peers, 
which does not mean there won't be any demon­
strations. It only means that demonstrations will 
not be called by the top officials of the AFL-CIO. 

They are committed to the proposition that the 
conditions of· the workers and the poor can im­
prove only as the existing industrial structure is 
revived and the owners of industry prosper. They 
want first to "stabilize the economy," and they 
fear that demonstrations by millions of AFL-CIO 
members and others will create greater economic 
and social instability. They seek to negotiate with 
the leading industrialists, heads of the giant cor­
porations, to reach "mutual" solutions for the prob­
lems that beset industry. 

ThiS approach to the crisis of the capitalist econ­
omy gets in the way of a union program to fight 
unemployment and inflation. 

The union movement, with all its potential 
allies- the unorganized workers, Blacks and other 
minorities, the unemployed, and the millions of 
impoverished people- can create jobs by de-

manding a shortening of the hours of work with 
no reduction in take-home pay. 

More jobs than the present work force can fill 
could be created by a massive public works pro­
gram employing millions. This should be con­
structive work, not a make-work scheme. It should 
be carefully planned, designed to make the best 
use of all modern technology ·to build public 
housing for all who need a decent place to live, 
hospitals for the sick, and rest homes for the old. 
It should build neW schools and modern mass 
transit systems. 

These two badly needed measures- a shorter 
workweek and a national public works program 
planned and controlled by workers-would solve 
the unemployment problem, and many others in 
the process. 

Who will pay? 
Who will pay the bill for all this? Who will buy 

the materials? Who will pay the wages? The public 
works program will create new wealth, raise the 
living standard of everyone, and lift up the general 
condition of life. This in turn will help reduce crime 
and all the graft and corruption endemic to the 
planned scarcity that now exists. There will be 
no lack of money. 

For those who worry about how the Congress 
can get the money to start an economic turnaround 
of this kind, let them look to the $100-billion an­
nual military budget. This is sheer waste, worse 
than waste. Eliminate this huge drain on the econ­
omy and there will be plenty of money to start on 
a new course and make possible useful expansion 
of the economy. 

Another quick $30-billion, probably more, could 
come from simply cutting out the exorbitant in­
terest payments on the national debt. Why should 
the government pay tribute to private bankers? 

A national campaign by the entire union move­
ment- inCluding such big and strategically impor­
tant unions as the auto workers, the miners, and 
the Teamsters, which are not AFL-CIO . affil­
iates- to create jobs and keep the standard of 
living of the working class from slipping ever 
lower would arouse the support of the vast major­
ity who are unorganized, and all who suffer most. 

It "could not be expected that the AFL-CIO gen­
eral board would develop such a program or or­
ganize any actions. His not in the nature of this 
body to do so. 

But the urgent need for action is felt and voiced 
by growing numbers. Black organizations, notably 
Operation PUSH, hav.e led marches and rallies 
for jobs, encouraging union participation. The 
Coalition of Labor Union Women has called for 
actions March 8 to demand jobs for all. Con­
ferences are being .held by a number of state and 
local union bodies, and a march on Washington 
is widely discussed. 

It is these initial steps to fight back against the 
attacks by the employing class- not Meany's pro­
gram for bailing out U.S. industry- that show 
the way to deal with the threatening economic 
disaster and "put America back to work." 
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S.F. students, parents, 
teachers hit cutbacks 
By JON OLMSTEAD 
SAN FRANCISCO- Budget cuts by 
the school board have generated an­
gry resistance among students, teach­
ers, and parents here. Offers of chari­
table donations that have been made 
by local individuals will hardly be 
able to make up for an estimated 
$4-million in cutbacks this year, and 
an estimated $16-million budget def~ 
icit next year. 

"To assume these programs.can con­
tinue on charity is idiotic . . . as well 
as irresponsible," said one 15-year­
old student, Katherine Cisinski. 

About 75 students held a spirited 
picket line outside of the board of 
education meeting Feb. 11, chanting, 
"Education is our right!" and "Stop 
the cutbacks now!" Eric Harvison, one 
of the leaders of the action, told the 
board meeting, "We're not a charity. 
Education is a constitutional guaran­
tee. Why don't you lay off some of 
the administrators in this building in­
stead of cutting our programs?" 

Leslee Clement from Lowell High 
added, "The school district is not a 
charitable organization. It is the re­
sponsibility of the government to take 
care of our needs." 

That same evening students from 
five junior high and five high schools 
announced the formation of a new 
group- Students United Against Cut­
backs (SUAC)-and called a plan­
ning meeting for the following day. 

Cutbacks made so far will end all 
varsity and intramural school sports 
programs; all purchases of books and 
other instructional materials; and all 
junior high school drama, music, and 
forensics programs. In addition, all 
school maintenance will be deferred 
'Unless safety is jeopardized." 

As the San Francisco Examiner ex-

Students picket board of education to 
protest cutbacks. 

plained, this means th'at "stockroom 
shelves will soon stand empty <>f sim­
ple items like paper and pencils. Li­
brary collections will not expand and 
lost or stolen books won't be replaced. 
New textbooks also are apparently 
out. Hallways will seldom be swept. 
Broken windows and mimeograph 
machines will stay that way unless 
staff or student safety is endangered." 

Bryan Stevens, head of the 145,000-
member California Teachers Associa­
tim\, said, "San Francisco is the tip of 
the iceberg." He warned that unless 
state aid to school districts is increased 
before June, at least 15,000 teachers 
throughout the state would }ace lay­
offs for the coming school year. 

L.A. students protest 
cop raids in schools 
By DAVID KAUFMAN 
LOS ANGELES- Protests are grow­
ing against the latest in a · series of 
police attacks on the rights of Los 
Angeles high school students. Last De­
cember, the Los Angele.s police depart­
ment ( LAPD) rounded up 128 stu­
dents, loaded them onto buses, and 
took them to Juvenile Hall for al­
legedly pushing drugs. 

Demonstrations to protest this drag­
net raid have taken place at Canoga 
Park, Venice, Pacific Palisades, and 
University high schools. In addition, 
the Southern California American Civ­
il Liberties Union (ACLU) has filed 
suit to block further victimization of 
the high school students. 

Those arrested were fingered by un­
dercover cops posing as high school 
students since the beginning of the 
school year. Several students de­
scribed how the undercover agents 
had gone to great lengths to convince 
them to buy drugs, showing that the 
real pushers are the cops themselves. 

The mass arrests took place against 
a background of public outrage at 
the LAPD's "Alpha File." This is a 
secret list of students, mostly Black, 
who are kept under surveillance as 
"potential troublemakers." Students are 
placed on this list without their knowl­
edge and without being form ally 
charged with any crime, on the basis 
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of unconfirmed reports from school 
officials and bus drivers. 

The right of the police to keep this 
secret "enemies list" is being challenged 
in court by the ACLU, the Greater 
Watts Criminal Justice Center, the 
Western Center on Law and Poverty, 
and the National Conference of Black 
Lawyers. 

David Keepnews, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Los Angeles board 
of education Office 7, declared his sup­
port for the student demonstrations 
against the latest police harassment. 

He said: "The LAPD roundup, un­
der the guise of getting drugs out of 
the high schools, is the latest in a 
series of attacks on the rights of all 
high school students. The arrested 
students are victims of the city's de­
sire to keep students quiet about the 
rotten conditions in the schools. 

"The city would like to focus atten­
tion away from the problems of 
shrinking school budgets, overcrowd­
ed classrooms, and racist prison-like 
conditions by saying that the big 
problem is drugs in the schools. 

"The SWP demands an end to this 
harassment. We demand that all crim­
inal and disciplinary charges against 
the students be dropped and that all 
cops be immediately removed from 
the high schools." 

Hundreds join picket 
in U. of Mich. strike 
By MARGARET THOMAS 
ANN ARB 0 R, Mich. - A strike by the 
Graduate Employees Organization 
( GEO) at the University of Michigan 
here continues to gain support as it 
enters its second week. 

GEO was recognized in April 1974 
as the collective bargaining represen­
tative for 2,000 teaching assistants 
and about 200 research and other 
graduate student assistants. 

After more than eight months of 
unsuccessful negotiations, members of 
GEO voted by a 5-to-1 m.argin to go 
on strike at a Feb. 10 meeting of more 
than 1,000. 

Their demands include: higher wa­
ges, a service fee in lieu of tuition, af­
firmative action and a clause against 
sex discrimination, job security, class 
size limitations, guarantees of consul­
tation with the union on changes af-· 
fecting union members, union recog­
nition, and an agency shop. 

Graduate student assistants at the 
university are among the lowest-paid 
of any at major universities. GEO 
President Aleda Krause stated, "The 
university's last offer is still less than 
our take-home pay in 1967 in real 
dollars. We must at least keep up 
with the rate of inflation." 

On Feb. 14 a demonStration of 
2,500 students, faculty, and other sup­
porters was held on central campus to 
protest the university's position at the 
bargaining table. This was the larg­
est demonstration at the university 
since 1970. 

An undergraduate support commit­
tee has urged students to boy­
cott classes. Many sympathetic pro­
fessors have canceled classes. One 
undergraduate dorm and residential 
college, East Quad, voted overwhelm­
ingly last week to close the college 

and turn the building into GEO strike 
headquarters. 

The Black United Front, a coali­
tion of 22 Black and Third World 
student organizations, has endorsed 
the strike. 

Statements of support have also 
come from United Auto Workers Lo­
cal 2001, which represents 3,200 
newly organized clerical workers at 
th,e university; American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Em­
ployees Local 1583, which represents 
2,400 service and maintenance work­
ers; and many other labor organi­
zations in the area. A $5,000 strike 
fund has been collected. 

Picket lines of as many as 500 peo­
ple are up at all major buildings, 
parking lots, and loading docks. The 
Teamsters, representing truck drivers 
delivering supplies to the university, 
have pledged their full support. 
In many instances members of other 
unions are also honoring picket lines. 

Raising the slogan, "The stronger 
the support, the shorter the strike," 
hundreds of pickets have succeeded in 
shutting down several major class­
room buildings. Attendance. in some 
others is less than 50 percent. 

Police have been called in to break 
the strike by aiding trucks and cars 
to cross picket lines. Despite consid­
erable pushing and shoving, no ma­
jor confrontations have occurred so 
far. 

Last week the union and the uni­
versity entered secret negotiations. The 
union soon realized that the secrecy 
worked against them, however, as ru­
mors were allowed to spread. Open 
negotiations have now resumed. Agree­
ment has been reached on two im­
portant issues, affirmative action and 
no ndiscrim inatio n. 

Food stamp protest 
becomes victory rally 
By MARY HILLERY 
MINNEAPOLIS- About 150 persons 
turned out here Feb. 14 for a rally to 
protest the proposed increase in the 
cost of food stamps. The protest, 
called more than a month ago, be­
came a "victory rally," however. 

A day earlier, a bill freezing the cost 
of food stamps became law when Pres­
ident Ford decided not to veto the 
measure. 

Ford's proposal to hike the cost of 
food stamps had aroused opposition 
throughout the country. The bill freez­
ing the cost until Dec. 31 was carried 
through Congress in several weeks. 

The demonstration, held at the Hen­
nepin County Government Center, 
drew widespread support from com-

Many families on food stomps can't af­
ford minimum food necessary to live. 

munity organizations and public of­
ficials. 

Some of the picket signs at the rally 
read: "Freeze the price of food stamps 
forever" and "Let Ford eat cake." 

One speaker after another echoed 
the sentiment that while the .price freeze 
is a victory, the cost of food keeps . 
rising, continuing to reduce the real 
·value of food stamps. 

Betty Olbekson, a mother on wel­
fare, told the crowd that hunger is a 
daily reality for some of the city's 
poor. "I challenge President Ford," she 
said, ''to live on a food stamp budget 
until World Hunger Day, March 9." 
She added, "I don't think he cari do 
it." 

Olbekson said that it was the 
massive opposition of food stamp 
recipients themselves that kept the 
price rise from going through. 

The U. S. Department of Agriculture 
had acknowledged that it had received 
thousands of phone calls protesting 
the price hike. The head of the food 
stamp program in Minnesota publicly 
denounced Ford's plan, as did other 
food stamp officials. 

The increase would have forced 
many people, including a large num­
ber of elderly and handicapped per­
sons, to pay as much as $45 for $46 
in food stamps. In effect, they would 
have been eliminated from the pro­
gram. 

A government study recently re­
leased showed that a family using 
food stamps, even at current rates, 
could not afford to purchase even the 
minimum food necessary to live. 
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Behind China's new constitution 

Paving the way for Mao's successor 
By Dave Frankel 

The day after it had adjourned, the 
people of China were informed that 
the National People's Congress-for­
mally the highest governing body in 
the country- had met in Peking Jan­
uary 13 to 17. The congress, the first 
in ten years, opened with two reports. 
The first, on the revision of the coun­
try's constitution, was given by Dep­
uty Premier Chang Chun-chiao; the 
second, on the work of the govern­
ment, was given by Premier Chou 
En-lai. 

According to the official communi­
que printed in the January 24 issue 
of Peking Review, "The Congress was 
held at a time when the socialist rev­
olution and socialist construction in 
our country had registered brilliant 
achievements, when in particular the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
had won great victories and the move­
ment to criticize Lin Piao and Confu­
cius had scored big successes and 
when the situation both at home and 
abroad was excellent. From beginning 
to end the Congress was permeated 
with an atmosphere of jubilation, uni­
ty, vigour and militancy. It was a con­
gress of unity, a congress of victory." 

The communique reported that after 
unanimously approving the reports 
by Chou and Chang, "The deputies 
celebrated the accomplishment of these 
glorious and historic tasks with pro­
longed applause." 

Despite the self-congratulatory rhet­
oric, the congress actually reflected 
a deep insecurity in the Chinese bureau­
cracy. This was shown especially in 
the revision of the constitution of the 
People's Republic of China. 

No Pretense of Discussion 

When the "Stalin constitution" was 
adopted in the Soviet Union in 193 6, 
Leon Trotsky subjected it to a with­
ering criticism. He noted that the pro­
posed draft of this constitution had been 
submitted to the Soviet population for 
its "consideration." "It would be vain, 
however," he wrote, "to seek in this 
whole sixth part of the globe one Com­
munist who would dare to criticize 

a creation of the Central Committee, 
or one nonparty citizen who would 
reject a proposal from therulingparty. 
The discussion reduced itself to send­
ing resolutic ; of gratitude to Stalin 
for the 'happy life.'" 

But in the case of the Chinese con­
stitution, there was not even the pre­
tense of public disr:t"'Sion. The first 
the people of Chin __ heard of it'was 
after it had already been adopted. Even 
the 2, 864 delegates to the National 
People's Congress first began discus-

Soldiers of the People's Liberation Army. New constitution places them under com­
mand of party chairman instead of government. 

sing the document January 5-only 
eight days before the opening of the 
congress. 

Of course a constitution is only an 
outline on paper; its guarantees may 
or may not be enforced. The promises 
about democratic rights in the Stalin 
constitution were meant to impress lib­
eral opinion in the imperialist democ­
racies. For the millions of purge vic­
tims they might as well not have ex­
isted. But the new Maoist constitution 
makes the one introduced by Stalin 
look like a blueprint for the millen­
nium. It goes considerably further than 
even Stalin went in formally codifying 
the substitution of the party for the 
state, the party leadership for the par­
ty as a whole, and the individual dic­
tator for the collective· party leader­
ship. 

Article 3 of the new constitution de­
clares, as did the 1954 constitution 
that preceded it, "All power in the 
People's Republic of China belongs 
to the people. The organs through 
which the people exercise power are 
the people's congresses at all lev-
els ... , ." 

But article 2 states~ "The f"'nrr·mu­
nist Party of China 1s the core of lead­
ership of the w~ole Chinese people. 
The working class exercises leadership 
over the state through its vanguard, 
the Communist Party of China." 

Thus, power belongs to the people 
but is exercised by the "vanguard." 
And for those who miss the import 
of article 2, the point is repeated. sev­
eral more times. 

Article 16, for example, begins to 
define the structure of the state by 

explaining, "The National· People's 
Congress is the highest organ of state 
power under the leadership of the Com­
munist Party of China." (Emphasis 
added.) 

The section in italics was not in the 
1954 constitution. Its application was 
indicated in a January 17 com­
munique in Hsinhua, the Chinese news 
agency, which announced that the Cen­
tral Committee of the Chinese CP "de­
cided to submit to the National Peo­
ple's Congress for deliberation 'the 
draft revised text of the constitution of 
the People's Republic of China', 'the 
report on the revision of the consti­
tution', 'the report on the work of the 
government', as well as lists of nom­
inees for the membership of the Stand­
ing Committee of the National Peo­
ple's Congress and the State Council." 

Here we have "the highest organ 
of state power." Its agenda and the 
reports it considers are first approved 
by the Chinese CP, as are the nom­
inees it chooses for government posts. 
Obviously, the real government is the 
party leadership, and the pretense of 
an independent government apparatus 
is simply a sham. 

Centralization 

Although the party has been tht 
decisive force in China since its con­
quest of power, the formalization of 
its total power over the state is an 
important step. One of the tasks car­
ried out by the National People's Con­
gress was the formal abolition of the 
post of head of state, because in the 
past the head of state- Liu Shao-chi 
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-happened to come into conflict with 
the head of the party. 

Another source of potential conflict 
was eliminated- at least on paper­
by the approval of article 15 of the 
constitution. This explains that "the 
Chinese People's Liberation Army and 
the people's militia are the workers' 
and peasants' own armed forces 
led by the Communist Party of 
China .... 

"The Chairman of the Central Com­
mittee of the Communist Party of 
China commands the country's armed 
forces." 

The armed forces are commanded 
by the ·party chairman, not by the 
government. As Chang Chun-chiao 
said in his report on the constitution, 
"All this will certainly help strengthen 
the Party's centralized leadership over 
the structure of the state and meet 
the desire of the people of the whole 
country." , 

In the absence of any democratic 
discussion, what "the desire of the peo­
ple of the whole country" is, is de­
batable, but Chang's point about cen­
tralization is indisputable. 

Iron Fist 

The iron fist is prominently dis­
played even in those sections of the 
constitution paying lip service to the 
idea of democratic rights. Article 13, 
for instance, says, "Speaking out free­
ly, airing views fully, holding great 
debates and writing big-character 
posters are new forms of carrying 
on socialist revolution created by the 
masses of the people." 

Then comes the purpose of such ac­
tivity. "The state shall ensure to the 
masses the right to use these forms 
to create a political situation in which 
there are both centralism and democ­
racy, both discipline and freedom, 
both unity of will and personal ease 
of mind and liveliness, and so help 
consolidate the leadership of the Com­
munist Party of China over the state 
and consolidate the dictatorship of the 
proletariat." (Emphasis added.) 

What the Maoist regime means by 
"speaking out freely, airing views 
fully, (and] holding great debates" was 
shown in an item in Hsinhua dated 
July 7, 1974, which stated: 

"When the criticism movement was 
forging ahead this spring, a number 
of teachers and students at Peking 
University and other institutions left 
the campuses to explain the directives 
of the Party Central Committee on the 
criticism of Lin Piao and Confucius 
and other relevant material to a total 
audience of several hundred thousand 
workers, peasants, soldiers and gov­
ernment cadres." (Emphasis added.) 

Anyone rash enough to engage in 
critical activity beyond the scope of 
the party directives would soon. find 
out that the "critiCism campaign" had 
a new target. 

Those naive enough to think that 
the average Chinese citizen should 
have a say in politics are sternly ad­
monished in article 26 of the constitu­
tion. "The fundamental rights and du-

Confinued on next page 
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ties of citizens," it says, "are to sup­
port the leadership of the Communist 
Party of China, support the socialist 
system and abide by the Constitution 
and the laws of the People's Republic 
of China." 

To disagree with the Maoist lead­
ership is to violate the basic law of 
the land. 

Moo's Role 

The bourgeois press in the United 
States, virtually without exception, has 
speculated that the absence of Mao 
from the congress indicated that he 
disagreed with some of its decisions. 
But the fact that the chairman of the 
Communist party -which Mao re­
mains-was named as commander of 
the armed forces casts ·doubt on the 
idea that Mao lost out in a conflict 
with his lieutenants. 

Furthermore, the Mao cult was writ­
ten into the preamble of the constitu­
tion, which says, "our great mother­
land will always advance along the 

Cult of Chairman Mao has been en­
shrined in new Chinese constitution, · 
along with Stalinist theories of building 
socialism in one country and peace{ul 
coexistence. 

road indicated by Marxism-Leninism­
Mao Tsetung Thought." 

A more likely explanation for Mao's 
absence was given by Leo Goodstadt 
in the January 31 Far Eastern Eco­
nomic Review. "The family rifts were 
patched up at the Fourth National 
People's Congress in Peking," Good­
stadt writes. "So confident was the old 
man that, while it was being held, 
he retired to a winter retreat 1,000 
miles away from the capital. 

". . . his decision not to fly to Be­
king may have been a reminder to 
the nation that its leader has no il­

. lusions of immortality .... " 
Whatever the truth about Mao's role 

in regard to this particular congress, 
there can be no doubt that its attempts 
to strengthen the control of the top 
party apparatus over all aspects of 
life in China were motivated by fear 
of what may happen when Mao dies. 

Other Aspects of Constitution 

Before turning to other aspects of 
the congress, some additional features 
of the constitution should be noted. 

• Even the Stalin constitution rec­
ognizes in principle the right of the 
constituent nationalities of the Soviet 
Union to secede from the state. This 
was a basic part of the Bolshevik 
program on the rights of the his­
torically oppressed nationalities, and 
one that Lenin devoted his last ef­
forts to defending and amplifying. The 
Chinese Stalinists, to their shame, 
have repudiated even the formal rec­
ognition of this right for such distinct 
nationalities as the Tibetans and Inner 
Mongolians. Article 4 of the constitu­
tion states: 

"The People's Republic of China is 
a unitary multi-national state. The 
areas where regional national auton­
omy is exercised are all inalienable 
parts of the People's Republic of 
China." 

e The new constitution's preamble 
enshrines the Stalinist theories of 
building socialism in one country and 
of peaceful coexistence with impe­
rialism, along with the repulsive cult 
of Mao Tsetung Thought. Even a for­
mal reference to the eventual triumph 
of the world revolution and the estab­
lishment of a single human society 
is missing from this document. 

The Maoist preamble concludes, 
"The Chinese people are fully confi­
dent that, led by the Communist Party 
of China, they will vanquish enemies 
at home and abroad and surmount 
all difficulties to build China into a 
peaceful socialist state of the dictator­
ship of the proletariat so as to make 
a greater contribution to humanity. 

"People of all nationalities in our 
country, unite to win still greater vic­
tories!" 

Compare this with the "Declaration 
of Union" which headed the Soviet 
constitution adopted in 1923, under 
Lenin and Trotsky. It saiJ., "Finally, 
the very structure of the soviet power, 
which is international in its class char­
acter, calls the toiling masses of the 
Soviet Republics toward a unity of 
one socialist family." 

It concluded that the Soviet Union 
"shall be the voluntary association of 
these sovereign nations on a basis of 
equality, each republic reserving to 
itself the right of free withdrawal from 
the Union, that admission to this 
Union shall be open to all Soviet 
Socialist Republics such as are now 
existing and such as shall arise in the 
future . . . that it shall stand as the 

Maoist 'democracy' includes directives from party on who and what to criticize. To 
disagree with Maoist leadership is to violate new constitution. 

firm bulwark against world capital­
ism and form a decisive step toward 
the union of the toilers of all coun­
tries into one World Soviet Socialist 
Republic." 

Such language is alien to the Mao­
ist bureaucrats, whose only interest 
is to solidify their own base of power, 
and whose highest ideal is their own 
advancement. 

• Article 27 of the riew constitution 
asserts, "The state protects marriage, 
the family, and the mother and child." 
It is precisely marriage and the family 
that have been the historical forms 
through which the enslavement of 
women has been carried out, and a 
genuine revolutionary government, 
while not attempting to mechanically 
abolish these institutions by decree, 
would never give them its blessing. 

Successful Stabilization? 

Although both the 1954 constitution 
and the newly adopted one call for 
yearly meetings of the People's Con­
gress, which may be advanced or 
postponed "when necessary," this con­
gress was only the fourth since the 
Chinese CP came to power. The previ­
ous congress was held in 1964. 

The ten years since the last congress 
were a period of turmoil in China. 
Both Chou and Chang asserted in th~ 
very beginning of their reports to the 
congress that things had been success­
fully stabilized. 

"Since the Third National People's 
Congress," said Chou, "the most im­
portant event in the political life of 
the people of all nationalities in our 
country has been the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution personally initi­
ated and led by our great leader 
Chairman Mao. . . . The victory of 
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revo­
lution has consolidated the dictator­
ship of the proletariat in our country, 
promoted socialist construction and 
ensured that our country would stand 
on the side of the oppressed people 
and oppressed nations of the world." 

In his report on the constitution, 
Chang said: "Through repeated trials 
of strength with enemies at home and 
abroad, and especially through the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
of the last eight years which destroyed 
the bourgeois headquarters of Liu 
Shao-chi and of Lin Piao, the people 
of all nationalities in our country are 
more united and the dictatorship of 
the proletariat is more consolidated 
than ever." 

It is certainly true that the Maoist 
leadership appears to be more united 
than at any time in the recent past. 
But the history of the Chinese CPis 
one of factional warfare waged by 
various bureaucratic cliques. The 81-
year-old Mao doesn't have long to 
live, and the top bureaucrats are 
trying to patch togethet a party re­
gime that will guarantee a stable suc­
cession. They know that renewed 
clique warfare might open opportuni­
ties. for the masses to intervene with 
their own demands. 

Thus, the. claims that the country 
is "more united," and the regime "more 
consolidated than ever," have at least 
as much to do with the hopes and 

Kremlin 

hypocrisy 
The Chinese Stalinists may have 

gone a step beyond their counter­
parts in Moscow by openly saying 
that the working masses do not 
have the right to determine the pol­
icy of the government, but the race 
for the title of who are the great­
est hypocrites is still up for grabs. 
Pravda, the Soviet partY daily, ran 
an article containing the followi.ag 
analysis of the Maoist constitution 
February 5. 

"The contradictory nature of the 
new Constitution," it wrote, "the gap 
between 'democratic' phraseology 
used for publicity purposes and the 
actual curtailment of fundamental 
democratic rights of the people, 
shows that the Maoist regime comes 
up against the opposition of sec­
tions..of the working people." 

The Kremlin bureaucrats, who 
have sent- and continue to send­
innumerable oppositionists to pris­
on solely because of their political 
views and writings, have the gall 
to complain about the "terror and 
repressions against dissidents" prac­
ticed by the Maoist regime. 

But both the Peking and Moscow 
bureaucrats will find that the cyn­
ical use of democratic demagogy 
while denying the real thing to the 
people they rule can be a danger­
ous game. They are planting seeds 
that they will someday have cause 
to regret. 
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at home, promises support to imperialism abroad 
fears of the bureaucrats as the reality 
of today. This explains why the single 
most consistent thread running 
through the congress reports, as well 
as through the revision of the constitu­
tion, was the need to strengthen the 
repressive apparatus and the cen­
tralized control of the party bureau­
cracy. 

'Magic Weapon' 

The dictatorship of the proletariat, 
said Chang, "is the magic weapon 
with which the people of our country 
vanquish enemies and protect them­
selves. We must treasure it and con­
stantly strengthen it." 

His comment on the centralizing 
provisions in the constitution has al­
ready been quoted. Similarly, Chou 
said, "We should rely on the broad 
masses to deal steady, accurate and 
hard blows at the handful of class 
enemies, with the emphasis on ac­
curacy." 

Only a "handful of class enemies," 
yet Chou explained, "Our primary 
task is to continue to broaden, deepen 
and persevere in the movement to crit­
icize Lin Piao and Confucius. The 
struggle betw.een the two classes, the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, be­
tween the two roads, the socialist and 
the capitalist, and between the two 
lines, the Marxist and the revisionist, 
is long and tortuous and at times 
even becomes very acute." (Emphasis 
added.) 

Both reports and the preamble to 
the constitution include the Stalinist 
theory of "sharpening class struggle" 
following the overthrow of capitalism. 
In State and Revolution Lenin, re­
stating the theory of Marx and Engels, 

·explained that the capi.talist state was 
an instrument of repression used by a 
minority against the majority of so­
ciety. He explained that a workers 
state, representing the majority of so­
ciety, would have less and less need 
to resort to the forms of repression 
required under capitalism once the 
armed resistance of the exploiters had 
been broken. 

Defense of Privilege 

The Stalinist bureaucracy, however, 
did require such a repressive appara­
tus in order to protect its privileges 
against the mass of workers and peas­
ants. Instead of withering away, the 
state apparatus was strengthened, and 
the internal regime was turned into 
a police dictatorship. 

Following their Soviet mentors, the 
Maoist bureaucrats maintain that al­
though capitalism has been abolished 
in China, the industry nationalized 
and the proimperialist armies shat­
tered, it is necessary to continually 
strengthen the repressive apparatus 
against the threat of capitalist restora­
tion. In reality, it is not capitalism 
they are afraid of, but the Chinese 
people. · 

The fear of the masses acting inde­
pendently was behind Chou's exhorta­
tion to the congress delegates in which 
he said, "We must resolutely support 
the centralized leadership of the Party. 
... it is the Party that exercises over­
all leadership. We must put all fields 
of work under the unified leadership 
of the Party committees at various 
levels. 

"We must carry forward the glorious 
tradition of observing discipline, con­
scientiously practise democratic cen­
tralism, and, on the basis of Chair­
man Mao's revolutionary line, achieve 

Students working in countryside. Regime has dealt with potential opposition by send­
ing 10 million to 'mountainous and other rural areas.' 

unity in thinking, policy, plan, com­
mand and actioTL" (Emphasis in orig­
inal.) 

'Message From the King of Hell' 

The meaning for the Chinese people 
of the decisions proclaimed by the 
so-called People's Congress are often 
hidden behind the rhetoric of stock 
phrases, the Maoist substitute for po­
litical discussion and analysis. The 
constitution informs the reader, for 
example, that "we should build so­
cialism independently and with the ini­
tiative in our own hands, through self­
reliance, hard struggle, diligence and 
thrift and by going all out, aiming 
high and achieving greater, faster, 
better and more economical results; 
and we should be prepared against 
war and natural disasters and do 
everything for the people." 

One line in Chou's report, however, 
gave a small indication of how "the 
magic weapon" of repression is being 
used in China today. "Nearly ten mil­
lion school graduates have gone to 
mountainous and other rural areas," 
Chou told his audience. 

This is the regime's method for 
weeding out and isolating the millions 
of working-class youth mobilized by 
Mao against his factional opponents 
in the early days of the Cultural Rev­
olution. Having used demagogic 
promises of proletarian democracy to 
push the Red Guards into motion­
promises that are notably lacking in 
the present constitution- the regime 
now fears that many of these disil­
lusioned youths have now become 
carriers of oppositional ideas. 

Deportations from the cities of 
young persons who had participated 
in the Red Guard movement began 
in 1967. In December 1973, Hsinhua 
gave a figure of eight million for those 
exiled to the countryside. In his report, 
Chou stated that the number has now 
grown by nearly two million. 

A former Red Guard quoted in an 
article in the November 30, 1974, 
issue of Saturday Review-World gives 
a vivid description of the way such 
banishment to "rural and mountain­
ous areas" is viewed by the victims. 
He explained: 

"There was a big meeting attended 

by all the teachers and students. And 
a big red poster was put up with a 
special sign on top in gold, just as 
on a wedding announcement. And 
underneath were the names of every­
one who was to be sent to the country­
side. The way they presented it-you 
might think it was a great honor. 
When all the girls saw their names, 
they burst our crying. But we boys 
just laughed. Who cares? If you 
pointed 10 guns at me, I'd still laugh. 

"Then an individual notice was sent 
to each home-with a whole cere­
mony, gongs, and firecrackers, more 
than on New Year's Day .... 

"We students called this individual 
notice a message from the King of 
Hell, telling us to hurry on down." 

Viewed in this light, one change 
from the 1954 constitution is particu­
larly interesting. The provision that 
stated, "Citizens of the People's Repub­
lic of China enjoy freedom of residence 
and freedom to change their residence" 
has been dropped, thus formalizing 
the existing system of internal pass­
ports and mandatory residence per­
mits. 

New World War? 

Although the congress was mainly 
concerned with China's internal situa­
tion, one pronouncement by Chou on 
foreign affairs caught the attention of 
the world press. He said in his re­
port, "The two superpowers, the 
United States and the Soviet Union, 
are the biggest international oppres­
sors and exploiters today, and they 
are the source of a new world war. 
Their fierce contention is bound to 
lead to war some day. The people of 
all countries must get prepared. 
Detente and peace are being talked 
about everywhere in the world; it is 
precisely this that shows there is no 
detente, let alone lasting peace, in this 
world." 

It is certainly true that detente can­
not guarantee peace. The war drive 
of imperialism is not something that 
can be altered short of its overthrow. 
But the point ofChou'sstatementwas 
not to warn against making deals with 
imperialism at the expense of the 
world revolution. On the contrary, he 
was warning the imperialists that Mos-

cow is an unrealiable ally, and that 
Peking would prove a more depen­
dable substitute. 

"Soviet social-imperialism," says 
Chou, '"makes a feint to the east while 
attacking in the west.'" 

Although Chou doesn't really ex­
pect a war between the United States 
and the Soviet Union, as was indi­
cated by the focus of the congress 
itself, he uses this device as a means 
to make clear that the Maoists would 
be willing to unite with imperialism 
against the Soviet Union in the event 
of such a war. 

Narrow Nationalism 

The Maoist policy on this score was 
best expressed, in all its narrowly na­
tionalist shortsightedness, in a Hsin­
hua dispatch dated July 6, 197 4. The 
dispatch said: 

"In furtherance of its expansionist 
ambition Soviet social-imperialism is 
handling Japan with kid glove and 
mail fist and applying the stick-and­
carrot policy in an attempt to put 
Japan into its orbit of hegemony .... 

"Linking its military bases on Ja­
pan's four northern islands with those 
in Vladivostok and other places in the 
Far-East, the Soviet Pacific fleet and 
military aircraft can control the Soya 
and Tsugaru straits and the Japan 
Sea and roam in north and west Pa­
cific. This is spearheaded first and 
foremost against the U. S. Seventh 
Fleet and at the same time threatens 
Japan's security." (Emphasis added.) 

The same policy has led. the Maoist 
regime to give its support to the blood­
soaked reign of the shah of Iran on 
the basis of the shah;s hostility to 
the USSR. 

Counterrevolution abroad and sti­
fling dictatorship at home-that was 
the promise of the Fourth National 
People's Congress to the people of 
China and the world working class. 
The need for a political revolution 
by the mass of the Chinese workers 
and peasants to sweep the rotten M-.~.o­
ist bureaucracy out of power has 
never been clearer. 
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Rjght to P-icket under gttgck 

British workers demand: 

'Free Shrewsbury T wor 
By Robin Hunter 

London 
Two years after their alleged crime, 

and more than a year after their con­
viction, the largest demonstration yet 
held in defense of two Shrewsbury 
building workers jailed for "conspir­
acy" during the 1972 national build­
ing strike took place here January 14. 

Des Warren and Eric Tomlinson­
known as the Shrewsbury Two-re­
ceived sentences of three and two years 
respectively for picketing a building 
site. They were found guilty under 
the 1875 Conspiracy and Protection 
of Property Act, which both Tory and 
Labour governments have kept on 
the books as a weapon against the 
type of militant flying pickets used 
so successfully by striking building 
workers and miners in 1972. 

Between ten and twelve thousand 
workers turned out to march from 
Tower Hill to the Houses of Parlia­
ment, where the Trades Union Con­
gress sponsored a lobby of MPs. 
Another three thousand marchers went 
directly to Parliament from Euston 
station, the main terminal for trains 
from the north of England and Scot­
land. 

The lobby had been endorsed na­
tionally by Britain's three largest 
unions, the Transport and General 
Workers Union, the Amalgamated 
Union of Engineering Workers, and 
the General and Municipal Workers 
Union, as well as the National Union 
of Railwaymen. Seamen on a num­
ber of ships in the ports of London 
and Liverpool struck to join the ac­
tion, and Sheffield shop stewards in 
engineering and shipbuilding called 
for a one-day strike in solidarity. 

The greatest number of stoppages 
were, of course, in the building in­
dustry, taking place in Sheffield, South 
Yorkshire, and on about twenty large 
sites in' London. A number of build­
ing sites passed by the march were 
closed for the day; at others the 
marchers demanded, "Shut it down." 

The march from Tower Hill and a 
prior rally were organized by the two 
main building workers unions, the 
Transport and General Workers 
Union and the Union of Construction, 
Allied Trades and Technicians 

(UCATT), along with the Greater 
London Association of Trades Coun­
cils. Jack Dunn, general secretary for 
the Kent area of the National Union of 
Miners, called on the TUC General 
Council to lead a national campaign 
to free the Shrewsbury Two, includ­
ing, if necessary, a one-day general 
strike. 

Alan Tattam, London regional or­
ganiser of UCATT, Arthur Scargill, 
secretary of the Yorkshire miners, and 
other trade-union leaders made sim­
ilar appeals for the one-day action. 
They were joined by Sydney Bidwell, 
chairman of the Tribune group, a col­
lection of "left wing'' Labour party 
MPs. Also speaking from the Tribune 
group was Audrey Wise. 

Hundreds of banners from regional 
and local unions and from trades 
councils from every part of the coun­
try were to be seen at the action. A 
large contingent under the Welsh flag 
were a reminder that most of the orig­
inal twenty-four defendants that the 
government had tried to victimize in 
the Shrewsbury case live across the 
border in Wales. 

In general, the participants tended to 
be delegates from the national, region­
al, and local bodies, rather than the 
product of an attempt at all-out mob­
ilization of the rank and file, partic­
ularly in the case of those from out­
side London. 

Supporting the trade unionists were 
contingents and banners from many 
political groups. The spirited and ag­
gressive march was a clear indication 
of the potential for building a power­
ful movement for the release of the 
Shrewsbury Two and the repeal of the 
antipicketing laws. 

The government has already tried to 
extend the Shrewsbury precedent to 
political groups. In November 1974 
a High Court judge ruled that any 
non-trade-union picket could be ruled 
illegal, and a week later police violent­
ly broke up a picket against land 
speculation. 

As for Warren and Tomlinson, they 
were jailed in October 197 4 after an 
extended appeal process. The two 
have been denied visitors and con­
fined to their cells in retaliation for 
their refusal to work or wear prison 
clothes. 

WARREN & TOMLINSON: Jailed under 1875 antipicketing law 
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World news notes 
New denunciations of torture in Brazil 

A new barrage of criticism against the Brazilian dictatorship was 
touched off by Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Aliomar Baldeiro 
January 29 when he charged the government with responsibility for 
"illegal arrests, torture, suppression of freedom of thought, and 
disappearances. If someone disappears, you never find a trace, not 
even the ashes from a corpse." 

In a departure from the practice normally followed by Brazil's 
tightly censored press, the statement received major publicity, ap­
pearing the following day in most of the country's dailies. 

The same day that Baldeiro spoke, Monsignor Ivo Lorscheiter, 
general secretary of the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops, 
charged that the Geisel regime had failed to comply with a request 
made last August for information on the whereabouts of some twenty 
political prisoners who had disappeared while under police custody. 

The regime's failure to provide information on countless politi­
cal prisoners who have "disappeared" was also challenged by Lya­
nesas Maciel, a member of parliament from the Movimiento Demo­
crll.tico Brasileiro (MDB- Brazilian Democratic Movement, the main 
opposition party). According to a report in the February 3 weekly 
international edition of the Buenos Aires newspaper La Nacion, 
Maciel called for the formation of a congressional committee to 
investigate these violations of human rights. 

Minister of Justice Armando Fal<;ao replied to the growing criti­
cism January 30 with a warning to those who attempt to "poison 
the minds of the uninitiated, disturb the peace, and interrupt our 
progress." The government also issued a brief announcement Feb­
ruary 6 denying any knowledge of the whereabouts of the pris­
oners on the list that had been submitted in August. 

Relatives of the missing prisoners said they were "shocked" by 
Fal~,;ao's statement. "We know that they were arrested and we know 
they haven't been freed or escaped, and so we want to know what's 
happened to them," the daughter of one was quoted as saying. 

Portuguese demonstrate against NATO 
Several thousand Portuguese workers marched through the streets 

of Lisbon February 7, defying the government's six-day ban on 
demonstrations imposed during the visit of a NATO fleet. 

The demonstration, originally called by several unions to pro­
test unemployment (the number of unemployed in Portugal is now 
estimated at 200,000, about 7 percent of the work force), turned 
into an anti-NATO demonstration. Slogans such as "No to unem­
ployment" mingled with others directed against the U. S.-dominated 
military alliance: "Out with NATO, national independence." Leaflets 
distributed along the route demanded: "Portugal, get out of NATO; 
NATO, get out of Portugal." 

The demonstrating workers were reported to have come from 
more than a score of factories in the Lisbon area. They were an­
gered by the presence in the capital's harbor of nineteen warships 
and 11,000 sailors from the United States, France, Britain, Canada, 
the Netherlands, and West Germany, as well as Portugal The NATO 
fleet had just completed "Operation Locked Gate 75," a combined 
air and sea war game hosted by the Portuguese government. 

The government made no effort to enforce its ban, and no sol­
diers or special police were in sight, except for troops guarding 
the U. S. Embassy. 

Only hours earlier, the government had reaffirmed its support 
for NATO in a statement issued at the end of a twenty-four-hour 
visit by the British foreign secretary, James Callaghan. 

South Korean oppositionists win victory 
South Korean opponents of the Park Chung Hee regime won an 

important victory February 15 when Park announced that he would 
release many of the 203 political prisoners arrested in 1974 for 
demanding democratic rights. Among those to be released are: 
the Most Reverend Daniel Chi Hak Soun, Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Wonju; the poet Kim Chi Ha; and Kang Shin Ok, the lawyer 
who defended many of those arrested for their political activities. 

Although the government announced that all students involved 
in the anti-Park demonstrations last April would be released, its 
statement excluded twenty-two prisoners charged with membership 
in the so-called People's Revolutionary party, including seven con­
demned to death. Critics of the regime have charged that this party 
is a fabrication of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency. 

In addition, those charged with violating the regime's national 
security and anti-Communist laws will not be released, and thirty­
five others who have appealed to the supreme court will have to 
wait until their cases are heard. 

International gay rights conference 
The first International Gay Rights Congress was held in Edin­

burgh, Scotland, December 18-22. It was attended by nearly 500 
gay men and women from most countries of Western Europe, the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, Japan, Puerto Rico, and elsewhere. 

The congress set up the framework for an international gay or­
ganization. Representatives of various national gay organizations 
will coordinate their activity through various task forces, including 
one on the legal position of gays, one on the defense of gay mili­
tants in Chile, and one on the situation of gay people in the work­
place and the trade unions. 



Truman ae11.roved military action 

Gov't admits secret intervention in Ita 
From Intercontinental Press 
By DICK FIDLER 

President Harry S. Truman author­
ized the use of "covert action," includ­
ing military intervention, to prevent 
a victory of the Communist-Socialist 
alliance in Italy's 1948 election, ac­
cording to doeuments just published 
by the State Department 

The documents, a censored version 
of National Security Council reports, 
reveal that Truman approved a se­
cret recommendation that the United 
States "make full use of its political, 
economic, and if necessary, military 
power" to help the pro-U.S. govern­
ment of Premier Alcide de Gasperi 
turn back the Communists in the April 
18, 1948, election. 

.Plenty of deletions 
The documents are part of the series 

"The Foreign Relations of the United 
States." They contain many deletions. 
The February 12 New York Times 
provided some examples: 

"One report, dated Feb. 10, 1948, 
lists eight recommendations. The fifth, 
ent\ing with a deletion, says: 'Active­
ly combatting communist propaganda 
in Italy by an effective U.S. informa­
tion program and by all other practi­
cable means (rest of sentence deleted].' 

"Another report, dated March 8, rec­
ommends 'efforts by all feasible means 
(deletion] to detach the Italian left­
wing Socialists from the Communists.' 

"The same report recommends, with 
an additional deletion: 'Continue to 
assist the Christian Democrats and 
other selected anti-Communist parties 
[deletion].'" 

The State Department declined to 
discuss with the news media what had 
been deleted. But the New York Times 
reported that William M. Franklin, 
director of the State Department's His­
torical Office, had told members of 
the department's outside advisory 
panel on the foreign relations series: 

"It has been agreed that we cannot 
cover in the foreign relations series 

Ita an emonstrate in 

clandestine operations, covert intelli­
gence reports or any matters having 
to do with secret weapons or nuclear 
programs other than those that could 
be specifically declassified." 

Walter F. Lafeber, ,a Cornell Uni­
versity history professor, who is chair­
man of the advisory committee, told 
the Times that "the National Security 
Council is being very sticky about 
releasing documents." 

The documents published by the 
State Department do not indicate what 
role was played by the newly formed 
Central Intelligence Agency in carry­
ing out Truman's recommendations. 
But in the January issue of Foreign 
Affairs quarterly, Harry Rositzke, a 
former CIA official, said that "in 1948, 
spurred by the Communist takeover in 
Czechoslovakia and the, Italian politi­
cal crisis, the National Security 
Council gave the CIA the responsi­
bility for 'political, psychological, eco­
nomic, and unconventional warfare 
operations' .... " 

These revelations come at a time 
when the Italian Communist party, 
encouraged by the widening fissures 
developing within the ruling Christian 
Democratic party, is stepping up its 
efforts to get back into the govern­
ment It was kicked out of the coali­
tion government in 1947 under pres­
sure from W ashingto!L 

Ready to do it again 
Only a few months ago, the Ford 

administration indicated that it is quite 
prepared to repeat Truman's example 
of military and economic blackmail 
and covert operations to thwart such 
a development 

When Kissinger met with congres­
sional leaders in September 1974 to 
defend CIA activities, "he reportedly 
defended the need for covert activity 
by asserting that despite criticism of 
the C.LA., if Italy went Communist, 
there would be criticism that the 
United States had not done enough to 
save her," New York Times corres-

with fascists and Roman Catholic hierarchy to oppose left. 
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pondent Bernard Gwertzman wrote 
September 27. 

Similarly, Ford's explicit defense of 
Washington's "right" to intervene in 
the internal politics of other countries, 
as in the case of the CIA's clandestine 
operations against the Allende govern­
ment in Chile, was a public warning 
that other countries, including Italy, 

could become the object of CIA atteJ;l­
tion- and possible military interven­
tion. 

The new disclosures ab~ut Tru­
man's role in the 1948 Italian election 
sustain what revolutionary socialists 
said at the time. 

"Rarely has there been so brazen 
an attempt by a foreign power to in­
terfere with an election in another 
country," Art Preis wrote in the March 
22, 1948, issue of The Militan~ the 
U.S. socialist newsweekly. 

U.S. war 'games' 
The Militant described the various 

means employed by the Truman ad­
ministration to pressure Italian voters 
into rejecting the workers parties and 
backing capitalism. 

Secretary of State George C. Mar­
shall threatened to cut off Economic 
Recovery Program assistance (the 
Marshall Plan) to Italy if its people 
(in his words) "choose to vote into 
power a government in which the 
dominant political force would be a 
party. whose hostility to this program 
has been frequently enunciated .... " 

The U.S. Justice Department de­
clared that "Italians who join the Com­
munist party never will be permitted 
to immigrate to the United States"- a 
serious threat when many thousands 
of Italians were forced by the extreme 
poverty of their native country to 
move to the United States. 

The Militant of March 22, 1948, 
reported that "a great naval armada 
has been concentrated around Italy's 
coastal waters, numerous naval 
'games' have been held in the Medi­
terranean and American naval planes 
have repeatedly flown over Milan, 
Turin and other major industrial cities 
of Italy." 

Stick & carrot 
Besides shaking the big stick, the 

threat of military action, Washington 
offered a carrot. About $4 million 
was reported to have been t»oured 
into Italy by the U.S. government 
to swing the vote. The biggest election 
bribe, however, was the announcement 
on March 20, 1948, that if the Italians 
voted for a right-wing government, 
the United States, Britain, and France 
would favor restoration of the terri­
to.ry of Trieste to Italy. At the same 
time, "unusually reliable diplomatic 
sources" in Washington broadcast the 
promise that some of Italy's former 
African colonies might likewise be re­
turned. 

The Truman administration's public 
declarations were carefully synchro­
nized with a fierce right-wing cam­
paign inside Italy led by the Christian 
Democrats and the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. The Vatican announced 
that it had instructed the clergy to 
refuse absolution to professed Com­
nunists;- including, presumably, any­
one who voted Communist. The de 
Gasperi regime paraded tens of thou­
sands of troops bristling with 
U. S.-made weapons. Fascist gangs 
swarmed the streets, attacking work­
ers meetings. Labor leaders were kid­
napped and assassinated. 

"This formidable array of capitalist 
force," the April 19 Militant stated in 
an editorial headed ''Hands Off Italy!" 

TRUMAN: T r;dked about free elections In 
public, but wasn't prepared to abide by 
results if he didn't like them. 

is 'based on far more than the internal 
resources of Italian capitalism which 
is utterly decayed, bankrupt and dis­
credited. The funds, the arms, the ma­
terial means of power come from a 
foreign source- the United States." 

The documents just released in 
Washington confirm the truth of this 
charge. 

De Gasperi's Christian Democratic 
party won the April18, 1948, election 
with 48 percent of the vote, an in­
crease of about 13 percent over its 
vote in the previous election in 1946. 
The Stalinist-dominated electoral bloc 
received just under 31 percent- about 
the same as the combined CP and 
SP vote in 1946. 

The election results established the 
Christian Democrats as the major par­
liamentary party in Italy. "I:bey no 
longer needed to rely on coalition with 
the Stalinists to maintain capitalist 
order and private property. . 

The Communist and Socialist partY · · 
leaders had helped pave the way for 
the resurgence of reaction by their 
whole policy of coalition with the 
Christian Democrats and other bour­
geois parties. In government, they had 
played· a crucial role in stabilizing 
Italian capitalism in the aftermath 
of the fascists' overthrow- disarming 
the workers, opposing strikes, and 
calling for social peace. 

U.S._ helped ex-fascists, ; · 
Washington's intervention, however, 

was no doubt instrumental in refur­
bishing the discredited bourgeois pol­
iticians, former collaborators of the 
hated fascist regime, who built the 
Christian Democracy into the formid­
able right-wing political machine that 
has dominated Italy's governments 
for almost thirty years. 

The recent revelations about the r·oie 
of covert CIA action in attempts to 
prevent Allende's election and in the 
overthrow of Chile's Popular Unity 
government aroused widespread in­
dignation. The new documents pub­
lished by the State Department show 
that such policies go back at least 
a quarter of a century. 

They indicate the need to open up 
an investigation of the CIA's covert 
activity, to expose the entire record 
of U.S. imperialism's secret interven­
tion in the internal politics of coun­
tries around the world. 
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In Review 
Mideast oil billions: m h vs. realit 
Do Mideast oil billions threaten 
the world? by Dick Roberts. Inter­
national Socialist Review, 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014. February 1 975. 75 cents. 

The relentless propaganda is paying 
off, it seems. According to the latest 
Harris poll, a big majority of Ameri­
cans- about three out of four- now 
believe the Arabs are the real villains 
to blame for both inflation and re­
cession. . One-quarter of those polled 
said they would back a U.S. take­
over of Arab oil fields. 

The myths about "Arab oil black­
mail" are hammered home day after 
day by Democratic and Republican 
politicians, by the mass media, and 
by trade-union bureaucrats anxious 
to cover up for their own failure to 
defend union members' standard of 
living. 

"The whole weight of official prop­
aganda in the United States and Eur­
ope aims at pushing the working class 
and its political representatives into 
renouncing defense of the Arab and 
Iranian states against foreign capital," 
Dick Roberts observes in "Do Mid-

Periodicals 
east oil billions threaten the world ?"the 
featured article in the February Inter­
national Socialist Review. 

Those who seek to expose this prop­
aganda barrage and oppose the es­
calating U.S. war threats must be 
armed with an analysis of the real 
meaning of the "energy crisis," the in­
crease in world oil prices, and the 
accumulation of "petrod'onars" in the 
hands of some semicolonial oil-pro­
ducing countries. Roberts provides the 
most comprehensive Marxist treatment 
of these questions to date. 

Roberts fll'st examines the effect of 
the oil revenues on the world mon­
etary system, showing that in every 

Oil refinery in Saudi Arabia. Are 'petrodollars' cause of world economic crisis? 

case the dangers attributed to petro­
dollars are only symptoms of the un­
derlying sickness of the system itself. 

"To the extent that petrodollars are 
invested in long-term stocks abroad­
and so far this is quite minor- they 
cannot also be said- to constitute a 
monetary crisis," he writes. "Isn't it 
actually a good thing for the cap­
italists of West Germany that Iran 
is willing to invest upwards of $100 
million in Krupp? 

"And it is precisely on this point 
that the imperialist chauvinism of the 
'petrodollar crisis' argument shows 
through. The imperialists, who have 
taken over companies in every COi'­

ner of the world through their for­
eign investments, do not want their 
own firms taken over by foreign cap­
ital." 

But, Roberts cautions, it is a ser­
ious error to think this question is 
resolved by financial considerations 
alone. "U.S. foreign investments are 
secured by the untold economic and 
military might of tpe nuclear-armed 
American technological giant. Foreign 
investments of the Arab sheiks and the 
Iranian shah are protected by- the 
willingness of the host government to 

recognize the legitimacy of the invest­
ment. On the one side there is actual 
power; on the other a mere legal 
'right' that can be canceled at wi~l." 

Moreover, since this article was writ­
ten the imperialist "experts" have quiet­
ly revised their projection for the total 
income the oil exporters will accumu­
late down from $1-trillion to no more 
than $300-billion. In 1974 the oil ex­
porters netted $60-billlon- about one­
third of the $177. 2-billion taken in by 
the seven major oil companies! 

Roberts emphasizes throughout that 
the fundamental origin of higher world 
oil prices is the drive by the U.S. 
oil giants to maintain their monopoly 
over world energy supplies by devel­
oping alternative sources of oil and 
alternative energy forms- develop­
ment that requires the higher prices 
if it is to be profitable, 

There is more than ample evidence 
showing that higher oil prices were 
a U.S. objective long before the Oc­
tober 1973 Mideast war, and this the­
sis finds further confirmation almost 
every day with such deV-elopments as 
Kissinger's plan for a world minimum 
oil price. 

Finally, Roberts takes up the ques-

tion of whether the oil revenues offer 
a road by which Iran and the Arab 
oil producers can escape their depen­
dent, semicolonial status and enter the 
ranks of the lesser imperialist powers. 

If that were the case, it would have 
profound repercussions not only for 
Marxist theory but also for the po­
litical stance revolutionaries take in 
conflicts between those states and 
Washington. 

To help answer the question, Ro­
berts reexamines Lenin's classic work 
on the subject, Imperialism. Taking 
Iran (which has both a large popu­
lation and great oil reserves) as a 
test case, he uses Lenin's criteria to 
evaluate Iran's development plans, the 
results to date, and the prospects for 
industrialization and the formation of 
Arab or Iranian 'finance'capital." 

What emerges from this analysis is 
the continuing centrality of U.S. im­
perialism and its determination to 
maintain its domination of the world. 
This drive- not "Arab oilblackmail"­
is shown to be the real source of the 
developing world economic crisis, and 
of the growing danger of war. 

-'-ANDY ROSE 

~Three Marias: New Portuguese Letters' 
The Three Marias: New Portu­
guese Letters by Maria Isabel 
Barreno, Maria Teresa Horta, and 
Maria Velho do Costa. Translated 
by Helen Lane. Doubleday & Co., 
New York, 1975. 432 pp., $10: 

When The Three Marias: New Portu­
guese Letters was first published in 
Portugal in 1972, the government hys­
terically declared it "an outrage to 
public decency." Its authors were ar­
rested, the book banned. and all cop­
ies that were found were confiscated. 

Women's liberation groups, writers 

Books 
associations, and civil libertarians 
throughout the world immediately ini­
tiated a campaign demanding that the 
writers be freed and their book be 
made available. And in 1974, shortly 
after the overthrow of the Caetano re­
gime, charges against the women were 
dropped and The Three Marias once 
again circulated. 

It was its feminism that made The 
Three Marias unacceptable to the 
Caetano regime, which based its rule 
as much on the suppression of women, 
reinforced through macho law and 
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Catholic morality, as on the brutal 
persecution of political dissidents. 

The book has its origin~ in a rela­
tionship that developed between Maria 
Isabel Barreno, Maria Teresa Horta, 
and Maria Velho da Costa- all es­
tablished Portuguese writers. The three 
began exchanging their writings, and 
gradually the idea emerged of writing 
a book colleetively. 

Chosen as the thematic basis of the 
book was a seventeenth-century clas­
sic, Letters of a Portuguese Nun ( re­
printed as an appendix), written by 
a young novice who· had a turbulent 
love affair with a French officer and 
was cruelly abandoned. In her letters 
to him, written after her betrayal, the 
nun (Mariana) is "dying of love." 

Gradually, however, she comes to 
derive pleasure from her elaborate 
passion, and concludes that the ro­
mantic agony is more satisfying than 
the experience itself had been. Her 
life in the cloister thus beeomes endur­
able. In The Three Marias, Mariana 
serves as a metaphor for the suffer­
ing of every woman, and the walls 
of her convent a symbol for the walls 
that encase all women. 

Much of The Three Marias -consists 
of variations on the legend of Mari­
ana. It is as if one of Mariana's sobs 

of anguish became loosened from its 
seventeenth-century grave, leaped 
across the generations, and planted it­
self in the lungs of today's Marias. 
The authors almost feast on this leg­
end, rework it from endless angles, 
and continue the correspondence. 

The officer is metamorphosed into 
an emigr~ a husband, a soldier in 
Africa. In some of his letters, ..the auth-· 

_ ors reverse the sex roles and have him 
beg Mariana to stop tormenting him · 
with her indifference. 

Mariana (somet~es Maria arMa­
ria Ana) also appears in several 
forms. The authors alternately have 
her raped by her father, drive her to 
suicide, or have her derive pleasure 
from masturbation. An entire lineage 
of descendents of Mariana is invented, 
and_ in one letter, she appears as a 
rad,ical student in the 1960s. 

It is obvious that the writers had a 
great deal of fun composing these var­
iations on a theme. The laughter al­
most rings out from beneath the elab­
orate mental gymnastics. 

Although the theme of these letters 
and lyrical poems is the exercise of 
passion as a means of escaping the 
cloister, dissertations on Portuguese 
society are interwoven. There are 
statements on Portugal's colonial pol- -

icy in Africa, abortion, job discrim­
ination, and macho law. 

None of the letters or poems are 
signed, nor are the letters the authors 
exchange with each other (interspersed 
throughout the book) about their col­
lective effort. We never know which 
Maria is writing. Through their ex­
changes, however, the different philos­
ophies of liberation on the part of the 
authors become evident. They ·repre­
sent, in microcosm, different currents 
in the feminist movement 

One Maria views the family as the 
source of women's oppression, and 
calls on her sisters to join her in go­
ing back into history and pinpointing 
the place where men's and women's 
destinies diverged. Another Maria 
tends towards viewing men as the ene­
my, and urges a rejection of romantic 
love- an addiction she herself admits 
to being unable to kick. The third 
Maria regards feminism as divisive 
and humorless. 

This interplay of political philos­
ophies, as well as the modes of writ­
ing and juxtaposition of dimensions 
of love and sexuality, give New Por­
tuguese Letters the character of an 
anthology. It is one of the .best rec­
ords of the consciousness-raising ex­
perience to emerge from the feminist 
movement. -ANNA WOOLFE 



Detente vs. world revolution. 

Stalinist policy after World war 11 
Fifth of o series 
By CAROLINE LUND 
Our previous two articles reviewed the 
results of Stalin's frrst major attempt 
at detente in the 1930s. The results 
were: 

e The "collective security" agree­
ments and League of Nations did 
nothing to stop the drive of the im­
perialists toward war. 

• Stalin's painting of the Western 
imperialists as defenders of democ­
racy against fascism was proven false 
by their consistent appeasement of Hit­
ler, Mussolini, and Franco. 
. • Stalin's strangling of revolution­
ary upsurges in Spain and France 
to ingratiate himself with his detente 
partners had the effect of strengthening 
reaction and therefore the drive 
toward war. 

These disastrous resuits didn't 
prompt the Stalinists to reconsider 
their counterrevolutionary policy, 
however. No sooner was the first de­
tente drowned in the blood of World 
War II than Stalin was proclaiming 
a new one: the wartime alliance of the 
Soviet Union, Britain, and the United 
States was to continue into the postwar 
era and usher in an epoch of peace 
and freedom. 

The postwar alliance was given ini­
tial form at a meeting in Moscow 
in October 1943 between Cordell Hull, 
Anthony Eden, and V. Molotov, rep­
resenting the U. S., Britain, and the 
Soviet Union. At this meeting the three 
agreed to cooperate after the war to 
disarm Germany, to establish a "gen­
eral international organization"- a 
n~w League of Nations- and to try 
again to impose "collective security." 

'Enduring peace' 
The Moscow conference was fol­

lowed by summit meetings 'at Tehran 
and Yalta between Roosevelt, Church­
ill, and Stalin in December 1943 and 
February . 1945. The joint declar­
ation of the three following the Teh­
ran summit promised: "We are sure 
that our concord will make it an en­
during peace." 

This was a much broader detente 
arrangement than the Kremlin had 
been able to achieve in the 1930s, and 
the Stalinists were ecstatic. U.S. Com­
munist Party leader Earl Browder 
wrote at the time that "capitalism and 
socialism have begun to find the way 
to peaceful co-existence and collabora­
tion in the same world." 

During the war, the U. S. Stalinists 
had become the biggest flag-wavers 
and supporters of the Roosevelt ad­
ministration. They condemned as "di­
visive" wartime strikes ·and any ac­
tions by Black people demanding an 
end to racial discrimination. 

.Now Browder projected-with 
unanimous approval of the CP's na­
tional committee- "the consolidation 
of national unity in our country [he 
means between the exploiters and the 
exploited], and its extension into the 
postwar period." 

Browder announced that the CP 
wanted "fo cooperate in making this 
capitalism work effectively in the post­
war period." 

The Stalinists throughout the world 
hailed the Tehran and Yalta pacts 
as paving the road to "enduring 
peace." 

But the reality was the opposite. 
The aim of British and American 

imperialism in the postwar years was 
to redivide the world's riches and mar­
kets among themselves after the pros­
tration of their prime rival, German 
imperialism. 

To carry out this plan they needed 
Stalin's participation. Only with the 
collaboration of the world Stalinist 
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movement could they hope to deflect 
and defeat the revolutionary upsurge 
set into motion by World War II. 

To understand why the Stalinists 
had such great influence it is neces- · 
sary to remember that the central mil­
itary conflict of the war was between 
Germany and the Soviet Union. The 
heroic resistance of the Soviet people 
and the Red Army was revealed to the 
whole world to be the main fighting 
bulwark against the fasciSts. This was 
despite the disastrous policies of Stalin 
and the tremendous weakening of the 
leadership of the Red Army and the 
Soviet workers due to the purges of 
the 1930s. 

This great prestige of the Soviet 
Union brought mass support to the 
European Stalinist parties, which rose 
to the leadership of the resistance 
~ovements in the fascist-occupied 
countries. 

With the defeat of Hitler, Mussolini, 
and their puppet regimes, the main 
organized, armed forces remaining in 
countries such as Italy, France, 
Greece, and Belgium were the CP-led 
resistance movements, which enjoyed 
overwhelming popular support. The 
capitalist parties and politicians had 
been discredited or exposed as col­
laborators with the fascists. The 
masses were demanding deepgaing so­
cial reforms, nationalization of central 
industries, and the right to keep their 
arms. 

The demand raised everywhere, 
"Purge the collaborators!" reflected the 
refusal of the masses to accept the 
return of the compromised capitalist 
politicians, and their desire for work­
ers and peasants governments. 

The capitalist rulers were in mor­
tal fear of this radicaliZation created 
by the war. U.S. Secretary of State 
Hull, for example, made a statement 
at the time warning that Europe faced 
the possibility of 14 revolutions, in 
contrast, he said, to the outbreak of 
only four following World War I. 

In the colonial world as well, mass 
struggles surged forward, inspired by 
the democratic goals that the Allied 
imperialists claimed to be fighting for. 

This was why the Kremlin had to be 
included temporarily in the postwar 
machinations of British and U.S. im­
perialism. Stalinist control of the mass 
movements was essential to -saving 
capitalism in Europe and for blunt­
ing the upsurge of independence strug­
gles in the colonies. 

Dissolved Comintern 
Stalin had already made a convinc­

ing demonstration of his rejection of 
the goal of socialist revolution: He 
dissolved the Communist Internation­
al in 1943. 

The CPs of Europe, schooled in the 
popular-front policy of the 1930s, 
threw their considerable weight into 
the task of holding back the upsurges 
from going over into socialist rev­
olutions. 

In France, Italy, and Greece the 
Stalinists led the way in disarming the 
resistance movements and imposing 
governments of dictators and mon­
archists- such as the Badoglio regime 
in Italy, and DeGaulle in France. The 
CPs joined the cabinets of these re­
gimes to help administer and enforce 
capitalist rule. In Italy, CP deputies 
even voted to renew Mussolini's pact 
with the Vatican, giving the Catholic 
Church a privileged position in the 
country. 

The greatest betrayal of all was in 
Greece, where the CP-led resistance 
movement, the EAM-ELAS, had won 
virtually total control of the country 
away from the Nazis. The Stalinists 
tried to get the Greek workers to ac­
cept occupation by British troops and 
the reimposition of the monarchy. The 
drive of the masses toward freedom 
was too strong, however, and a mass­
ive mutiny against the monarchist 
government in exile swept the entire 
army and navy. Civil war broke out, 
with British . warships shelling the 
workers' districts in Athens. 

Stalin, who had agreed at Tehran 
that Greece was to be part of the Brit­
ish "sphere of influence," saw to it that 
not a word of support for the Greek 
rebels or criticism of the British was 
carried in the Soviet press or on radio. 

The Stalinists in the colonial coun­
tries pursued a similar policy. In Viet­
nam, for example, the Viet Minh swept 
to power in a mass upsurge when 

Stalinists in China, as in rest of did their best to hold back postwar revolu-· 
tionary upsurge, but in China mass movement proved too powerful. Above, General 
George Marshall with Mao and Chou En-lai after the war. 

the Japanese occupiers surrendered. 
But since Stalin had agreed that the 
southern part of Vietnam should be 
relegated to the British "sphere of in­
fluence," the Viet Minh persuaded the 
armed people of Saigon to welcome 
the British troops into the city. The 
British then proceeded to arrest the 
Viet Minh leaders and to turn south­
ern Vietnam back over to the French. 

In some areas the Stalinists proved 
unable to hold back the postwar rev-

. olutionary wave. The Chinese masses 
surged forward to defeat the Chiang 
Kai-shek armies and put power in 
the hands of the Chinese CP. In India 
during the war the massive struggle 
for independence from British impe­
rialism was opposed by the CP as 
harmful to the "war- of democracy 
against fascism." But the struggle 
surged forward to victory despite 
the CP. 

Results of detente 
But what happened to the detente 

agreement that emerged from Tehran 
and Yalta? Did it usher in a new era 
of "enduring peace" and cooperation 
between the two opposing social and 
economic systems? 

The detente was short-lived. After the 
imperialists had succeeded in consoli­
dating capitalist rule throughout Eu­
rope Stalin bad outlived his useful­
ness and the imperialists changed their 
tune. The "cold war" and "containment 
of Communism" replaced "peaceful co­
existence" and detente. 

The U.S. and Britain cut off all 
aid to the Soviet Union, although it 
was more ravaged by the war than 
any other country. The Marshall Plan 
and NATO wereestablished as part of 
a strategy of building an international 
economic and military alliance 
against the USSR. The U.S. began 
stockpiling nuclear weapons, also 
aimed at the USSR. 

Less than five years after the second 
"war to end all wars," the U.S. 
launched the bloody war in Korea 
-carried out under the banner of the 
United Nations itself- the organiza­
tion that was supposed to prevent war! 

The events before and after World 
War II reveal clearly the underlying 
world social and economic conflicts 
that preclude any lasting detente or 
real peace. Diplomatic deals cannot 
erase the conflict between the workers 
and the capitalists, the conflict between 
the oppressed nations and the oppres­
sor nations, the conflict between the 
rival imperialist powers, or the con­
flict between the masses of the workers · 
states and their dictatorial rulers. 

Imperialist aggression continued un­
Continued on page 22 
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Calendar 
BROOKLYN 

BEHIND CHINA'S NEW CONSTifUTION: WHAT IT 
SAYS AND WHAT IT MEANS. Speaker: les Evans, 
editor, International Socialist Review. Fri., Feb. 28, 
8 p.m. 136 lawrence St. (near A&S). Donation: $]. 
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information call (212} 
596-2849. 

CHICAGO 
HOW TO FIGHT RACISM: A REPORT FROM BOSTON. 
Speakers to be announced. Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 428 
S. Wabash, Fifth Floor. Donation: Sl Ausp: Militant 
Forum. For more information call (312) 939-0737. 

CLEVELAND 
CAMPAIGN 'REFORM' LAWS: WHOM DO THEY BE~ 
EFIT? A DEBATE. Speakers: Jerry Rampelt, chairperson, 
Common Couse of grel!ller Cleveland; Milce Alewitz, 
Socialist Workers Party. Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 4420 
Superior Awe. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Forum. 
For more information call (216} 391-5553 .. 

DENVER 
MALCOLM X: THE MAN AND HIS IDEAS. Speaker: 
John Cotman, Young Socialist Alliance; film: Malcolm 
X: Struggle for Freedom. Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 1203 
California. Donation: $1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For 
more information call (303} 623-2825. 

LOS ANGELES: CENTRAL-EAST 
MATRIARCHY: MYTH OR REALITY? A SYMPOSIUM. 
Speakers: Evelyn Reed, author of Woman's Evolution; 
Dr. Hilda Kuper, professor of anthropology, UCLA; 
Francine Parker, writer, director, and producer; Dr. 
Annette Ehrlich, associate professor of psychology, 
California Stole University; Dr. Gloria Ricci lothrop, 
associate professor of history, California Polytechnic 
University. Sot., March 1, 2 p.m. Woman's Building. 
743 S. Grandview. Ausp: Sisterhood Bookstore. For 
more information call (213} 465-0242. 

LOS ANGELES: WEST SIDE 
A TRIBUTE TO MALCOLM X: 10 YEARS LATER. Film 
on the political message of Malcolm X. Fri., Feb. 28, 
8 p.m. 230 Broadway, Santa Monico. Donation: $1 
Ausp: Westside Militant Fofum. For more information 
call (213) 394-9050. 

NEW YORK CITY 
CUBAN FILMS. In Spanish with English subtitles. lucia: 
Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. St. Mark's Church, Second Ave. 
and 1Oth St. Donation: $2.50. Memories of Under­
development and Por Prim era Vez: Sot., March 1, 
8 p.m. Casa de las Americas, 104-06 W. 14th St. 
Donation: $2.50. Ausp: Venceremos Brigade. 

NEW YORK: LOWER MANHATTAN 
MALCOLM X: HIS REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS LIVE ON. 
Speaker: Malik Miah, national chairperson, Young So­
cialist Alliance. Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 706 Broadway 
(near 4th St.} Eighth Floor. Donation: $1. Ausp. Mil~ 
toni Forum. For more information call (212) 982-6051. 

O~KLAND/BERKELEY 
MALCOLM X: HIS LEGACY AND rrs MEANING FOR 
THE BLACK STRUGGLE TODAY. Speakers: Clifton D• 
Berry, 1964 Socialist Workers Party presidential can­
didate; others. Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 1849 University 
Ave., Berkeley. Donation: Sl. Ausp: Militant Forum. 
For more information coli (415) 548-0354. 

PHILADELPHIA 
CIA AND FBI: THE REAL FACE OF AMERICAN DE­
MOCRACY. Speakers: David Kairys, Notional Lawyers 

Guild and Notional Emergency Civil Liberties Com­
mittee; Terry Ann Hardy, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., 
Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 1004 Filbert St. Donation: $]. Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information call (215) WAS-
4316. 

PITTSBURGH 
MUST WORKING PEOPLE CHOOSE BETWEEN JOB 
SAFID AND EMPLOYMENT? Speakers: Jane Sobo­
lewski, United Steelworkers of America; Professor Walt 
Smith, Pennsylvania State University; Neil Berns, So­
cialist Workers Party candidate lor Allegheny County 
commissioner. Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 3400 Fifth Ave. 
(at Halllet}. Donation: Sl Ausp: Militant Forum. For 
more information coli (412} 682-5019. 

PORTLAND 
HOW SAFE ARE NUCLEAR REACTORS? Speaker: Uoyd 
Marbet, Coalition lor Sole Power. Films: Haw Safe 
Are Nuclear Reactors? and Energy- The Nudear Al­
ternative. Frt., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 208 S. W. Stark, Filth 
Floor. Donation: $1 Ausp: Militant Bookstore Forum. 
For more information coli (503) 226-2715. 

SAN DIEGO 
DISSENT IN THE USSR. Speakers: Professor Richard 
Gripp; Peter link. Socialist Workers Party. Fri., Feb. 
28, 8 p.m. 4635 El Cajon Blvd. Donation: Sl. Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information coli (714) 280-
1292. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
HOW TO FIGHT THE SCHOOL CUTBACKS. Speakers: 
representatives from Students United Against Cut­
bocks; Eric Harveson, Young Socialist Alliance; and a 
Son Francisco public school teacher. Fri., Feb. 28, 
8 p.m. 1519 Mission St. Donation: $1. Ausp: Militant 
labor Forum. For more information call (415) 864-
9174. 

SEATTLE 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CAMPAIGN RALLY. 
Speakers: Ed Heisler, cochairpersan, SWP 1976 na­
tional campaign committee; Stephanie Coontz, con· 
tributor to International Socialist Review. Sat., March 1, 
8 p.m. 5623 University Way N. E. For more informa­
tion call (206) 522-7800. 

TWIN CrrtES 
CIVIL LIBERTIES UNDER ATTACK IN AMERICA. Speak­
ers: Philip Berrigan; Fred Halstead, Socialist. Workers 
Party. Fri., Feb. 28, 8 p.m. West Bank Union Audi­
torium, University of Minnesota. Ausp: Political Rights 
Defense Fund and West Bank Union. For more infor­
mation call (612) 332-7781. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CAMPAIGN RALLY 
Speaker: Peter Camjo, SWP 1976 presidential cand~ 
date. Sat., March 1, 8 p.m. 1345 E St. N. W. Dona­
tion at door. For more information call (202) 783-
2391. 

... detente 
Continued from page 21 
abated following the war-with the 
brutal Dutch war in Indonesia in the 
late 1940s; the French colonial wars 
in Indochina and Algeria; British 
intervention in British Guiana in 
1953; the CIA-engineered coups in 
Iran in 1953 and Guatemala in 
1954; and the British, French, and 
Israeli invasion of Egypt in 1956. 

Socialist Directory 
ARIZONA: Tucson: YSA, c/o Clennon, S. U. P. 0. Box 

20965, Tucson, Ariz. 85720. 
CALIFORNIA: Berkeley-Oakland: SWP and YSA, 

1849 University Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 94703. Tel: 
(415) 548-0354. 

los Angeles, Central-East: SWP, YSA, Militant Book­
store, 710 S. Westlake Ave., los Angeles, Coli!. 90057. 
Tl: (213) 483-1512. 

los Angeles, West Side: SWP and YSA, 230 Broad­
way, Santa Monica, Calif. 90401. Tel: (213) 394-9050. 

los Angeles: City-wide SWP and YSA, 710 5. West­
lake Ave., los Angeles, Calif. 90057. Tel: (213) 4B3-
0357. 

Sacramento: YSA, c/o Marlene Metcalf, P.O. Box 
2061, Sacramento, Coli!. 95810. 

Son Diego: SWP, YSA, and Militant Bookstore, 4635 
El Cajon Blvd.,. San Diego, Calif. 92115. Tel: (714) 
280-1292. 

San Francisco: SWP, YSA, Militant labor Forum, and 
Militant Books, 1519 Mission St., San Francisco, Coli!. 
94103. Tel: SWP-1415) 431-8918; YSA-(415) 863-
2285; Militant Books-1415) 864-9174. 

San Jose: YSA, 96 S. 17th St., San Jose, Calif. 95112. 
Tel: (408) 286-0615. 

Saula Barbara: YSA, P. 0. Box 14606, UCSB, Santo 
Barbara, Calif. 93107. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, and Militant Book­
store, 1203 Col~ornio, Denver, Colo. 80204. Tel: SWP 
- (303) 623-2825, YSA- (303) 266-9431. 

Greeley: YSA, c/o Barbara Jaeger, 712 15th Ave. 
Court, Greeley, Colo. 80631. 

FLORIDA: Tallahassee: YSA, P.O. Box U-6350, Tall~­
hassee, Fla. 32313. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: Militant Bookstore, 68 Peachtree 
St., N. E., Third Floor, Atlanta, Go. 30303. SWP and 
YSA, P.O. Box 846, Atlonto, Ga. 30301. Tel: (404) 
523-0610. 
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ILLINOIS: Champaign: YSA, Room 284 lllini Union, 
Urbana, Ill. 61801. 

Chicago: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 428 S. Wa­
bash, Fifth Floor, Chicago, Ill. 60605. Tel: SWP-1312) 
939-0737, YSA-1312) 427-0280, Pathfinder Books­
(312) 939-0756. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, c/o Student Activities 
Desk, Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 47401. 

Indianapolis: YSA, c/o Dave Ellis, 1309 E. Vermont, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46202. 

KANSAS lawrence: YSA, c/o Christopher Starr, 
3020 Iowa St., Apt. C14, lawrence, Kans. 66044. Tel: 
(913) 864-4738 or 842-8658. 

KENTUCKY: louisville: YSA, Box s026, louisville, Ky. 
40208. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: YSA, P. 0. Box 4314, Balti-
more, Md .. 21223.-Tel: (301) 247-8911. · 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP and YSA, c/o Mil~ 
!ant labor Forum, 655 Atlantic Ave., Th"ird Floor, Bos­
ton, Mass. 02111. Tel: SWP-(617) 482-8050, YSA­
(617) 482-8051; Issues and Activists Speakers' Bureau 
(IASB) and Regional Committee-(617) 482-8052; Path­
finder Books- (617) 33S:.8560. 

Worcester: YSA, Box 229 Greendale Station, Wor­
cester, Mass. 01606. 

MICHIGAN: Ann Arbar: YSA, Room 4103 Mich. 
Union, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
481 04. Tel: (313) 663-87 66. 

Detroit: SWP, YSA, Eugene V. Debs Hall, 3737 
Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 48201. Tel: (313) TEl-
6135. 

East lansing: YSA, Second Floor Offices, Union Bldg. 
Michigan State University, East lansing, Mich. 48823. 

MINNESOTA: Minneapolis-St. Paul: SWP, YSA, La­
bor Bookstore, 25 University Ave. S. E., Mpls., Minn. 
55414. Tel: (612) 332-7781. 
MISSOUR~ St. louis: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Books, 

Meanwhile, Stalin was forced by the 
pressure of the cold war to carry 
through the transformation of prop­
erty relations in Eastern Europe, 
which he had at first tried to main­
tain as capitalist countries. 

Stalin's heirs could not even main­
tain "peaceful coexistence" within the 
socialist bloc. They crushed in blood 
the 1956 uprising of the Hungarian 
workers demanding workers democ­
racy. 

The continuing struggle of the co­
lonial world for national independence 
·and social reforms culminated later 
in the Cuban revolution and the hero­
ic struggle of the Vietnamese against 
U.S. aggression. 

Our next article will examine how 
the Vietnam war set the stage for the 
current detente. 

~ .. accords 
Continued from page 13 

acceptance of the accords by the 
Vietnamese. 

Ironically, the Maoist Silber is 
forced into the position of defending 
the "social imperialists" in Moscow, 
since China and the Soviet Union had 
the same policy of total support to the 
imperialist-imposed deal. He dis­
misses as ridiculous the idea that Mos­
cow and Peking put pressure on the 
Vietnamese. 

But new confirmations of this fact 
are continually appearing. The latest 
piece of evidence is in the Feb. 13 
New York Times. Anthony Lewis 
writes of a series of secret meetings 
described in the book Kissinger by 
Bernard and Marvin Kalb: 

"Mr. Kissinger told Ambassador 
Dobrynin that the. Nixon Administra­
tion would not hesitate to destroy 
North Vietnam if necessary- neces­
sary to preserve a non-Communist 
government in Saigon. He made clear 
that this was a basic American price 
for detente: The Soviets would be ex­
pected to help achieve a Vietnam set­
tlement leaving the Saigon Govern­
ment in power, or at least to tolerate 
whatever measures the Americans 
used." And that's exactly what they 
did. 

Having stabbed the Vietnamese in 
the back, Moscow and Peking covered 
up their betrayal by declaring it a 
"great victory" for the revolution. It 
is the job of Silber and the Guardian 
to defend this treachery here in the 
u.s. 

4460 Maryland, Suite 2, St. louis, Mo. 63108. Tel: 
(314) 367-2520. 

NEW JERSEY: N- Brunswidc YSA, c/o Richard Ari­
za, 515 S. First Ave., Highland Park, N.J. 08904. 
Tel: (210) 828-4710. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Spencer livingston, 
317 State St., Albany, N.Y. 12210. 

Brooklyn: SWP and YSA, 136 lawrence St. (at Wil­
loughby), Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201. Tel: (212) 596-2849. · 

Buflolo: YSA, P. 0. Box 604, Buffalo, N.Y. 14240. 
New York City: City-wide SWP and YSA, 706 Broad­

way (4th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003. 
Tel: (212) 982-4966. 

lower ManhaHan: SWP, YSA, and Merit Bookstore. 
706 Broadway 14th St.), Eighth Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10003. Tel: SWP, YSA- (212) 982-6051; Merit Books 
(21 2) 982-5940. 

Ossining: YSA, c/o Scott Cooper, 127-1 S. Highland 
Ave., Ossining, N.Y. 10562. 

Upper West Side: SWP, YSA, Pathfinder Bookstore, 
2726 Broadway (104th St.), New York, N.Y. 10025. 
Tel: (212) 663-3000. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Chapel Hill: YSA, c/o Susan 
love, 924 James, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514. Tel: (919) 
933-4902. 

Greenville: YSA, P. 0. Box 1693, Greenville, N.C. 
27834. Tel: (919) 752-6439. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: YSA, c/o C. R. Mitts, P. 0. Box 
32084, Cincinnati, Ohio 45232. Tel: (513) 242-9043. 

Cleveland: SWP and YSA, 4420 Superior Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103. Tel: SWP-(216) 391-5553. 
YSA- (216) 391-3278. 

Columbus: YSA, c/o Margaret Van Epp, 670 Cuyaho­
ga Ct., Columbus, Ohio 43210. Tel: (614) 268-7_860. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP and YSA, 208 S. W. Stark, 
Filth Floor, Portland, Ore. 97204. Tel: (503) 226-2715. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edinboro State Col-

... students 
Continued from page 5 
oppressed themselves who have to free 
themselves." 

"I don't· think racists are incorrig­
ible," the curly haired student butted 
in. By now he had gotten a little crab­
by. "They are human beings. It is 
worth teaching them. We- shouldn't 
treat them as enemies." 

The young woman in the light-green 
blouse began again but then the work­
shop coordinator interrupted: "Wait, I 
don't want to sound like a teacher or 
anything, but there are some other 
people who want to talk." 

So she called on a white guy with 
a green cap, but he also directed his 
remarks at the curly haired student 

"I mean, what you're saying just 
wouldn't work out. True, we have to 
educate white students. But U: fm white 
I just can't go around in my high 
school only talking to white students 
about racism and getting them to 
build the May 17 demonstration and 
yet not talk. to Black students about 
it too. That doesn't make sense. 

"But if you have them at a demon­
stration with thousands of people say­
ing no to racism, that it has to stop, 
I think that would be very educa­
tional." 

Matt Herreshoff from Highland 
Park High School in Michigan, sum­
med up this mood, "We have to get 
out and demonstrate and build a mass 
movement that can turn the racists 
around now. Yesterday wasn't soon 
enough for the racist mob violence 
to be stopped. Last October wasn't 
soon enough." 

Eighteen-year-old Jeffrey Bankett, a 
Black twelfth grader at Houston's 
Jesse Jones High School, talked more 
about these questions after the work­
shop: 

"We're trying to do it the nonviolent 
way by protesting and marching and 
letting the people know what we stand 
for. Letting them know that we're sick 
and tired of the way that we're being 
discriminated against. 

"For over 200 years Black people 
have been discriminated against be­
cause of their race. And I think it's 
about time we brought this thing to 
an end before it gets any worse or 
before it goes any further." 

His friend Sam Anderson, a tenth 
grader at Jones High, agreed, adding, 
"We've got to go over or we'll just 
go under."· 
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San Antonio: YSA, c/o Armand Silvestri, 3402 N. 
New Braunfels, San Antonio, Tex. 78278. 
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Malcolm X 

To help celebrate the tenth anni­
versary of Intercontinental Press, 
reprodudions of sketches by Co­
pain, artist for Intercontinental 
Press, were published by the New 
York Local of the Socialist Workers 
party and bound in an 8.5" x 11" 
book. The aim was to use the money 
gained from sales to help us begin 
publishing articles in Spanish. 
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colm X, James P. Cannon, Che 
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23 



THE MILITANT 

Depression in Detroit: 
is there any way out? 

By RICHARD ORAWIEC 
DETROIT-Detroit is known as the 
"Motor City." Right now not many of 
those motors are being produced. 

The sprawling auto assembly plants 
lie silent and empty for weeks at a 
time. Inexorably the silence spreads 
to the factories that used to churn 
out steel, synthetic rubber, electronic 
gear, and dozens of other supplies 
and parts. 

Long lines form in the icy predawn 
hours outside unemployment offices. 
Officially, Michigan unemployment hit 
13.7 percent in January- the highest 
in the nation. Detroit is worse. City 
authorities estimate that among 
Blacks, poor whites, and those under 
25, half the people are out of work. 
The mood is grim. 

Last month Labor Secretary Peter 
Brennan stopped by an unemploy­
ment line on a visit to town. He was 
greeted with jeers and catcalls. "You 
promised us jobs," one man shouted. 
"You shouldn't come around here and 
smile at us. We're mad!" 

"They ought to lay his ass off," mut­
tered a 19-year-old who used to have 
a job at Chrysler. 

Food stamp applications are up 85 
percent At one food stamp office in 
Detroit hundreds of people waited 
from 6 a.m. until 8:30 a.m. for the 
doors_ to open- only to see them close 
after 10 minutes because the daily 
quota had been filled. 

Promises 
Coleman Young, a liberal Demo­

ocratic politician who was an auto 
worker many years ago, was elected 
as Detroit's first Black mayor in No­
vember 1973. 

Young's victory was a show of the 
strength and desire for political pow­
er of the Black community, which was 

Huge backlogs of unsold cars symbolize crisis that has thrown thousands of Detroit workers into the streets 

a voting majority for the first tiiJie. 
Profound changes in the lives of Black 
people in Detroit were promised- and 
expected. Racist oppression would 
surely ease, and the city might begin 
to move forward again after years 
of decline. 

Young set out to prove that Blacks 
"will not have to go outside the sys­
tem in order to have some control 
over their own destiny." 

Young had the backing of the Unit­
ed Auto Workers (UAW) and the 
Metropolitan AFL-CIO after their first 
choice, a white liberal, lost in the pri­
mary. He was also supported by 
many of Detroit's wealthiest business­
men and industrialists, who were wor­
ried that Detroit Blacks might begin 

moving outside of the Democratic 
Party. 

At a gala inaugural ceremony in 
January 1974, Young clasped arms 
on stage with UAW President Leonard 
Woodcock and auto magnate Henry 
Ford II before an audience of 3,000. 
The scene symbolized Young's plan 
of uniting the workers and capital­
ists of Detroit in a drive to "save the 

- city." 

'Good for the rich. 
"What is good for the rich people 

of this city is good for the poor peo­
ple of this city," Young declared. "It 
is clear that we have a commonality 
of interests. . . . " 

What happened? 
For those who have eyes to see and 

ears to hear there is something to be 
learned from the crisis in Detroit. Be­
cause the truth is that what was good 
for the rich has spelled disaster for 
the Black and white working people 
of this city. 

The auto makers, who have jacked 
up prices more than $1,000 a car in 
the past year, expressed surprise when 
sales plummeted and huge backlogs 
of unsold cars built up. 

The companies' answer has been 
to lay off half the auto work force, 
demand a moratorium on pollution 
and safety controls, and prepare to 
operate at a profit even if sales stay 

Continued on page J 6 

California unions call march for jobs 
By ROBERT WEST 
SAN FRANCISCO- The California 
Federation of Labor has called for a 
march on the state capitol to demand 
·state and federal action against un­
employment~ The demonstration will 
be held in Sacramento on Saturday, 
March 8. 

Calling on unions throughout Cali­
fornia to join in the action, John Hen­
ning, executive director of the state 
federation, said, "The unemployment 
crisis grows worse each day. Union 
labor has called for immediate job- . 
producing programs by government, 
and for government policies that will 
increase purchasing power and get 
the economy out of the worst crisis 
since the Great Depression." 

California has been especially hard 
hit by unemployment. The official job­
less rate is 9 percent and in some 
industries, such as San Francisco con­
struction, the figure is twice that high. 
Of the nearly 800,000 jobless in the 
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San Diego unionists in protest against 
unemployment last November. 

state, only 471,000 qualify for unem­
ployment compensation. 

This is the first time in recent mem­
ory that the state federation, a gen­
erally conservative union body, has 
called for such a demonstration. 

Union meetings throughout Cali­
fornia will soon be discussing the 
march. Many activists will be urging 
their unions to mobilize in a real show 
of labor's strength, and to invite sup­
port from Black, Chicjlno, and wom­
en's groups and other victims of un­
employment. 

At a special meeting Feb. 18 the 
steering committee of the San Fran­
cisco chapter of the Coalition of Labor 
Union Women (CL UW) endorsed the 
march and decided to make organiz­
ing participation in it a central ac­
tivity for the next two weeks. 

They discussed chartering buses to 
Sacramento, leafleting unemployment 
lines, and working through all the 

unions where CL UW had members 
to build the action. 

San Francisco CL UW is also hold­
ing a public meeting March 7 that 
will include a panel on women and 
unemployment. 

Carl Finamore, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for mayor of Berke­
ley, issued a statement hailing the call 
for the action. "The Democrats and Re­
publicans are doing nothing to help 
working people while unemployment 
rises with no end in sight," Finamore 
said. 

"Independent action by the labor 
movement offers the only way out of 
the economic crisis gripping Cali­
fornia and the nation. I wholehearted­
ly endorse the California Labor Fed­
eration's call for a march for jobs, 
and I and my supporters will do 
everything we can to help mobilize 
the largest possible turnout on 
March 8." 




