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Thousands protest
Garter's draft

'We wont die for Exxon!
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NEW YORK, Jan. 30—Students rally against draft at Columbia University in one of scores of protests across the country.

By Janice Lynn

Just days after Carter raised the
specter of reinstituting the draft,
thousands of young people took to
the streets in angry protests.

Twenty-five hundred rallied at
the University of California at
Berkeley; 1,800 at the University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis; 1,000 at
the University of Oregon in Eu-
gene; B00 at Harvard; 800 at Co-
lumbia; and thousands more at
campuses throughout the country.

Their slogans reflected the deep
antiwar consciousness that exists
among the American people:

“No Draft—No War—No
Nukes."”

“Exxon, Mobil, what do vou say,
we won't fight your war today.”

“We won't kill for Capitol Hill.”

“Hell no, we won’t go.”

“ERA—yes, Draft—no.”

These initial outpourings have
exposed the lies of the big-business
media about the “end of the Viet-
nam syndrome.” The antidraft
mood revealed by these rallies and
protests sharply contrasts with the
small right-wing actions against
Iranian students which months
earlier were portrayed by the capi-
talist media as reflecting a pro-war
majority in this country.

And the potential to fight back

against the draft has only begun to
be tapped.

Ever since Carter's speech, the
mills, plants, and factories have
been buzzing with discussions.
Young white, Black, and Latino
workers know that they would be
the first to go if there were a war.
Their vounger sisters and brothers
in the high schools face the same
grim reality.

Antidraft organizers are already
taking steps to bring the power of
the labor movement into the fight.

In Chicago, the Committee
Against Registration and the Draft
{CARD) has outlined plans to send
sample resolutions to local area
unions so they can go on record
against the draft. CARD will pro-
vide speakers for union meetings
and is seeking labor participation
in local activities.

The United States Student Asso-
ciation has also announced plans
to contact the unions.

The USSA has called for a series
of antidraft teach-ins on college
campuses this spring.

The antidraft protests have also
been tied to the antinuclear move-
ment. At the U.C. Berkeley rally
the 2,500 students expressed their
joint opposition to the draft, war,

and the dangers of nuclear power
and nuclear weapons.

Protesters have made the link
between war and the profit drive of
the energy industry. One of the
best received speakers at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota rally January
30 was Madge Zitlow of the Ameri-
can Friends Service Committee.
She declared: “We used to fight
wars for freedom and justice, they
said. But now we fight them for
o1l,”

Thousands of young women
have participated in the rallies. By
raising the idea that women could
also be drafted, Carter has intro-
duced a new and explosive force
into the antidraft struggle.

At the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor, 700 people came to a
January 30 rally despite the bitter
cold.

Carol King, president of the
Michigan National Organization
for Women told the rally, “Stu-
dents should not go quietly to the
slaughter. NOW is opposed to reg-
istration and the draft for all peo-

le.”

p At the January 30 Wesleyan
College rally of 200 in Middletown,
Connecticut, student Cynthia Jaffe
explained, “Women want equality
in. life, not in death. The only

response for women to take is to
oppose the draft.”

High school students have been
part of the protests from the start.
As opposition to the draft deepens,
they will be in the forefront, espe-
cially Black and Latino youth,

The government's attempt to
restore conscription occurs in a
new context today. Opposition to
being dragged into new wars by
Washington is far deeper than at
the outset of Vietnam. The grow-
ing combativity of the labor move-
ment, especially among young
workers, means the potential exists
to involve the unions in antidraft
protests right from the start.

The labor movement has the
power to stay Carter’s hand in
reinstituting the draft and the
power to prevent another Vietnam,

If labor mobilized its power to
say no to this new step toward
war, Carter and the Congress
would have to think twice before
drafting this nation’s youth.

Trade unionists have every rea-
son to join with students and other
antidraft activists in the demon-
strations, teach-ins, picket lines,
and marches planned. The future
of an entire generation of voung
people depends on it.

Anti-Klan fight in N. Carolina gains momentum

—PAGES 10 -11
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Two faces
of Kennedy

In his January 29 speech at Georgetown
University, Sen. Edward Kennedy tried to
revive his fading presidential prospects. He
appealed to some of the most deeply felt
sentiments of working people.

The speech displayed Kennedy's awareness
that there are millions of people who don’t buy
Carter's claims that Americans must accept
the draft, bigger arms budgets, lower living
standards, and the prospect of war as the price
of survival.

“] oppose the peacetime draft,” Kennedy
said.

He criticized Carter's proposals on arms:
“The Carter doctrine offers defense contractors
a bright future of expansion and profit. But
the middle class, the blue collar workers,
minorities, and every victim of diserimination
by race or sex or age—they all face the bleak
prospect of higher taxes, higher interest rates,
and higher inflation.”

He blamed Carter for bringing the shah to
this country, thus provoking the crisis with
Iran.

And he presented himself as the best friend
of women's rights and the environment.

Kennedy's defense of his right to dissent on
foreign policy is likely to evoke a sympathetic
response from millions who see Carter and the
media trying to create a phony appearance of
unanimous support for the war drive.

Kennedy tossed some electoral pitches to the
right as well.

He presented himself as the fiercest defender
of the racist state of Israel against the Palesti-
nian people, and as the most clever foe of
“subversion from the PLO and other Soviet
surrogates.”

And he tried to put over wage-price controls
as the answer to inflation. As Kennedy knows,
such controls have never done anything but
hold down wages while prices climbed freely.
They aren’t meant to stop inflation, but to
clamp a lid on the unions’ resistance to the
ravages of inflation.

But the thrust of Kennedy's speech was to
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UAW fights takeaway demands

United Auto Workers members at Budd auto parts plants are
striking nationwide against company attempt to model their
contract on the substandard Chrysler terms. Page 13,

Pulley urges antiterrorist drive

Andrew Pulley, Socialist Workers candidate for
president, stopped in Miami enroute to fact-finding
tour of Cuba. There he called on labar, civil rights, and
women's movements to join campaign to halt anti-
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present himself as the candidate of the work-
ing people.

If this were really the case, why hasn't
Kennedy been saying these things all along?
Why only now, when the polls show his
campaign is in trouble?

At the beginning of his campaign, when his
backers thought the nomination might be in
the bag, Kennedy concentrated on assuring
big business that the Ford-Carter antilabor
policies would be continued under a Kennedy
administration.

But that tack cost votes. “He suddenly found
himself accused of having few substantive
differences with the President—a charge that
was not without some foundation, at least in
the context of the Senator’s voting record,”
wrote a New York Times columnist January
30.

So one set of promises was traded in for
another:

“As for Mr. Kennedy's return to liberal
themes, that shift was meant, according to
aides, to provide a clearer rationale for his
decision to challenge the President.”

This kind of cynical vote-hustling is stand-
ard operating procedure for the two parties of
big business. And the promises made to get
our support have no influence whatever on the
policies carried out while in office. The admin-
istrations of Johnson, Nixon, and Carter
showed that.

In office, Kennedy would press for more
military spending just as Carter did after
promising to cut it during his campaign.
Kennedy as president would continue to prop
up dictators like the shah and Somoza, just as
Carter did after campaigning on human
rights. Kennedy in the White House would try
to get around popular opposition to the draft
and war moves, just as Carter is doing in
defiance of his 1976 campaign promises.

And Kennedy in office would try to pare
down our living standards and weaken our
unions, just as Carter has done without any
regard for his 1976 campaign rhetoric.

The purpose of this charade, aside from
getting elected, is to keep working people
scampering from one big-business politician to
another in search of relief.

It's high time for the union movement to
start breaking out of this trap. Working people

Cuba terrorism. Page 9.
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Eyewitness in El Salvador

of revolutionary movement. Page 17.

Firsthand account of January 22 massacre, and of
massive resistance by Salvadoran workers and peasants
to government attempts to turn back growing strength

don't have to choose between the lies of one
millionaire and the deceit of another. We have
powerful organizations which can provide the
basis for a real party of working people, a
labor party that can run working people for
office on a program representing our interests.

Labor party candidates could stick to one set
of promises—and keep them.

Kampuchea victory

The famine in Kampuchea (Cambodia) is
oVver.

This was acknowledged January 23 by Vie-
tor Palmieri, the U.S. State Department's
coordinator for refugee affairs. Palmieri's
statement is an impliecit admission that Carter
was lying when he said that the Vietnamese
and Kampuchean governments were deliber-
ately withholding food aid from starving Kam-
pucheans.

The end of the famine is a victory for the
people of Indochina and the world. Kampu-
chea survived because Vietnam and the Soviet
Union provided food, and because relief agen-
cies like Oxfam and Church World Services
refused to be party to Carter's effarts to use
famine to bring down Heng Samrin's govern-
ment.

Kampuchea survived because tens of mil-
lions of working people all over the world,
including the United States, felt that food aid
must be given to Kampuchea with no strings
attached.

But the U.S. government is continuing to
pressure Kampuchea in the expectation that a
new famine may occur in the spring.

Their immediate goal is to keep Kampu-
chean and Vietnamese troops from mopping
up the remaining forces of mass murderer Pol
Pot. Thailand’s military dictatorship is di-
rectly involved in organizing and guarding Pol
Pot’s military encampments along the Thai
border.

There have even been hints of possible U.S,
military reprisals if the fighting with Pol Pot
spills over the Thai border.

American working people should oppose
efforts to salvage Pol Pot's killers. We should
demand that Washington stop its threats,
recognize the Heng Samrin government, and
provide massive aid to Kampuchea.
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Young workers debate the draft

By Suzanne Haig

President Carter’s call for a rein-
statement of draft registration imme-
diately triggered intense debate in
workplaces around the country, espe-
cially among young workers—Black
and white, male and female.

Many are responding angrily and
defiantly to the idea of being drafted to
fight in another Vietnam.

The Militant talked to members of
the Young Socialist Alliance and So-
cialist Workers Party in steel, auto,
and aerospace plants. A frequent re-
sponse to the draft from co-workers,
they report, is: “Hell no, I won’t go,” or
“I'll go to Canada.”

A young worker at Bethlehem Steel’s
Sparrows Point plant in Baltimore
told Eric Simpson, “Of course I'm
opposed to the draft. I'm eighteen.”

A co-worker told Linda Lowe, who
works at Danley Tool in Cicero, Illi-
nois, “They might get us to go over
there, but they’re not going to get us to
fight.”

Socialists noted how discussions
around the draft are in contrast to
previous debates on the shop floor over
Iran. The danger of Carter’s war
threats against Iran, which confused
many workers, is now more real with
the possibility that they would be the
ones on the front lines.

Rick Weisbond, who works at the

Long Beach McDonnell-Douglas plant
near Los Angeles, said, “Some people
who were previously for war are now
saying, ‘Send the shah back to Iran,’
and ‘We have no business in the Mid-
dle East.’”

Older workers are concerned about
the possibility of their sons and daugh-
ters being drafted.

Stan Hills, a young worker at Great
Lakes Steel in Detroit, told the Militant
that his co-workers are recalling what
their older brothers said about Viet-
nam, “about people getting messed up
on drugs, not fighting for anything,
and then getting killed.”

In the women’s locker at Danley
Tool, women were talking about
“another Vietnam on the way” after
Carter’s speech.

Co-workers told Jerry Lamecker at
the Twin Cities Ford assembly plant in
St. Paul, Minnesota, that they were
thinking of “enlisting in the air force
or navy,” “driving a jeep for a gen-
eral,” or “peeling potatoes.” Anything
to avoid being cannon fodder for some-
one else’s war.

Although people against the draft
are the most outspoken, not all workers
oppose the draft. And many think
perhaps the United States does face a
real military threat.

A Black worker at Sparrows Point
said, “I like my way of life, and it is
worth defending in the military.”

Another man at the same plant said
that he would go if drafted, “because
this time it will be different from
Vietnam. This time it is really a se-
rious threat.”

One worker asked an anti-draft
friend: “Aren’t you willing to die for
your country—to be a man? America
must put its foot down and not let
Russia become number one.”

The draft discussions rapidly become
part of a larger debate around U.S.
foreign policy.

Many workers say they would go to
war if the Soviet Union were fighting
the United States or if it were a ques-
tion of an invasion of the United
States. But they were opposed to fight-
ing in another country far from home.

Most workers are still confused
about Afghanistan. They liken the
intervention of Soviet troops there to
the United States role in Vietnam or
the Russian invasion of Czechoslova-
kia,

At the same time, there is a deep
suspicion that the U.S. oil industry is
behind the war danger. In a discussion
at Great Lakes Steel on why people
were willing to fight in World War 11,
someone said, “That’s because a lot of
people thought they were fighting for
something.”

A white worker said, “This time
they’d be fighting for Mobil.”

‘Draft is aimed at poor folks—not oil

By Janice Lynn

In 1966 Angel Almedina was a fresh-
man at Columbia University. In De-
cember of that year he received a draft
notice and a subway token.

In a telephone interview he told the
Militant, “I went from Harlem to
Whitehall Street, to Fort Gordon, Geor-
gia, to a troop ship to Vietnam. Didn’t
know what the hell hit me. I was
nineteen years old.”

Almedina is now a leader of the New
York-based Latino Veterans for Social
Justice.

“I am totally opposed to the draft,”
he said. “We are mobilizing nationally
and are in touch with a lot of Latinos
throughout the country.”

When asked what he thought about
Carter’s proposal to reinstitute the
draft, Almedina replied, “The only
people who are going to get drafted are
people eighteen, the youngsters coming

out of high school that didn’t go to

college, which will be most of us—

Blacks, Latinos, and poor whites.
“All the hoopla about people want-

ing to go, yeah, well that’s fine,” he

continued. “But when they see peeple
coming back mangled, with no legs,
and one eye—that’s when people will
start really avoiding it.”

Almedina explained how ‘“the draft
is geared to the poor folks—anybody
who’s broke.”

“Now there’s not one oil company
executive that’s going to send his son
or daughter out there—that’s guaran-
teed. There’s no big-time politician in
the U.S. that’s going to send his son or
daughter out there.

“The way society is made up now,”
he said, “the people who are going to
fight are the folks who are down and
out anyway.”

The Latino Veterans for Social Jus-

tice will urge people not to register.
“They’re talking about how all they
want to do is register names,” Almed-
ina explains.
“No, no, that’s nonsense. The fact of

People laughed and one Black
worker added, “And Gulf and Exxon.”

The possibility of women also being
drafted is a big topic. It has gotten
women workers much more involved in
discussions of war and foreign policy—
for good reason.

At the Long Beach McDonnell-
Douglas plant a young woman re-
sponded to the idea of being drafted
with, “There is no way I'm going to
give up limb or life for the o0il compan-
ies, because they will raise prices any-
way. Let them fight their own wars!”

Another discussion is on unemploy-
ment. Are wars good for creating jobs
or not? Some workers think yes. But
others think it’s a hell of a way to get
work. “There must be another way to
solve unemployment,” insisted one
worker at Twin Cities Ford.

A few workers are beginning to
think about political action against the
draft. At Sparrows Point a white work-
er suggested circulating a petition
against the draft in the plant.

Jeff Pike told the Militant that an air
force veteran, still of draft age, found a
leaflet for a campus anti-draft demon-
stration in the locker room at Twin
Cities Ford. He taped it to one of the
windows of a truck moving up the
assembly line. Now he wants more
leaflets to distribute.

execs’

the matter is, like Mr. Kennedy men-
tioned—and I'm not too enthused
about him either—that’s the first step.
They take your name, and the next
thing is, you get a token.”

‘Y.‘

Vietnam. pposltlon to new dra.ﬂ.wlll doeﬁén ‘when Americans see people cc;mlng

back mangled, with no legs, and one eye.’

Big push on ‘Young Socialist,” ‘Militant’ sales

% Campaigning forsocialism £ -
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The February Young Socialist, monthly news-
paper of the Young Socialist Alliance, is just off the
press. It features an analysis of Carter’s proposal to
reinstate the draft, explains how this is linked to
the government’s policies in Iran and Afghanistan,
and reports on the initial anti-draft protests that
have occurred around the country.

Along with the Militant, sales of this Young
Socialist will be a major focus of activity for
members of the Socialist Workers Party and YSA as
they jump into helping build the scores of meetings,
rallies, pickets, and other protests against Carter’s
threat to revive the draft.

This week also kicks off the Young Socialist
spring sales drive, which 'was set at the YSA
national convention last month. The goal is to sell
3,500 YSs per month for the next three months.

SWP and YSA members will be making special
plans to get the YS and the Militant into the hands
of young workers and students, through plant-gate,
high school, and college campus sales.

Judging from the results of sales of last week's
Militant, which featured a “No to draft” headline,
they will find a warm reception.

The Militant was snapped up by 103 people at
anti-draft rallies in Minneapolis; 40 protesters at a
San Francisco picket line; 21 participants in an
anti-draft march in Morgantown, West Virginia;
and 19 protesters in Albany, New York.

Militant salespeople in Phoenix, Arizona, re-
ported that sales were up to twenty per hour at the

university campus there. And steelworkers in New
Orleans explained how their co-workers exclaimed,
“No to the draft—that’s for me!”

In shopping centers in Baltimore and Philadel-
phia, socialists reported brisk sales despite the cold
weather.

Militant readers can help circulate the YS and
Militant. Bundles of the YS can be ordered for
twenty-five cents a copy, and the Militant for thirty-
five cents a copy.

And if you're not already a subscriber to both
these publications, you should sign up today. Just
fill out the coupon below.

O Send me a bundle of __ Young Socialists.

Enclosed is $___

O Send me a bundle of __ Militants.
Enclosed is $__.

01 want to subscribe to the Young Socialist.

Enclosed is $2 for one year.

O I want to subscribe to the Militant. Enclosed is
$2.50 for ten weeks (new subscribers only).

Name
Address
City
State Zip

Send to The Militant, 14 Charles Lane, New York,
New York 10014.




2,500 in Berkeley say ‘No

California
By Gary Balsam

BERKELEY—0On January 25, 2,500
students poured into Sproul Plaza at
the University of California to demon-
strate their opposition to Carter’s plan
to reinstitute the draft,

Just one day earlier an earthquake
had caused damage and a radiation
leak at the nearby Livermore nuclear
weapons research laboratory (see back
page). The University of California
Nuclear Weapons Lab Conversion Pro-
ject was one of the sponsors of the anti-
draft rally.

Many speakers emphasized the con-
nection between the draft and the
continued development of nuclear
power and weapons. The demonstra-
tors didn't want either. Part of the
crowd shouted, “Hell no, we won't go,”
while others chanted, “Hell no, we
won't glow!”

A representative of Berkeley Stu-
dents for Peace, one of the organizers
of the rally, told the crowd, “No one 18
going to send us to the middle of
nowhere to die for some dictator
again.” ;

Many women students attended the
rally. Helen Michalovsky of the War
Resisters League =said, “They say
they're giving us equality with men in
the draft. I don't call the chance to kill
people any kind of opportunity.”

One of the biggest cheers came when
a speaker said he was not willing to die
for Exxon.

Off to one side, near the speakers
stand, a veteran who had lost a leg in
the Vietnam War held a banner that
said, “To hell with the draft. We won't
he used again.”

Earlier in the week, several hundred
students held an anti-draft rally
around the marine recruitment table.
The marines didn't show up for the
rest of the week.

By Ken Davey

LOS ANGELES—0One hundred and
fifty people picketed the Federal Build-
ing in Westwood January 28 protesting
the draft and demanding an end to the
nuclear threat.

Called by the Alliance for Survival,
an antinuclear group here, the protest-
ers chanted, “Don’t wait until it's too
late, end the draft now.”

Other participating groups included
the Young Socialist Alliance and the
Revolutionary Communist Party.

Plans were announced for a massive
candlelight wvigil February 8 outside
Carter’'s  $1,000-a-plate  fund-raising
dinner at the Beverly-Hilton Hotel.

One hundred thousand leaflets are
being printed to publicize the vigil.

Ohio

OBERLIN, 0Ohio—Three hundred
people attended a meeting at Oberlin
College January 29 and decided to
form an anti-draft coalition. Plans for
a teach-in February 10 were an-
nounced,

L BT L

Oregon

By Fred Auger

PORTLAND—On January 25, 1,000
people ralled at the University of
Oregon in Eugene to proteat reinstitu-
tion of the draft.

The rally was organized by Univer-
gity Veterans and sponsored by the
Associated Students of the Universily
of Oregon. Other participating groups
included Campus Ministries, Clergy
and Laity Concerned, and the Coali-
tion Opposed to Registration and the
Draft.

Among the signs carried were: “Hell
No, We Won't Go™; “No Fodder for
Carter”; and “When Tyranny is Policy,
Resistance is Duty.”

Dave lsenberg of University Vete-
rans told the crowd, “Some people say
registration is different from the draft,
but we know it's the first step to a war
over oil.”

Other speakers condemned the
drafi’s victimization of youth. Shouts
of “Send Carter” could be heard from
the crowd,

West Virginia
By Mike Shur

MORGANTOWN—More than 250
people, chanting, “Neo draft, no war,”
marched from West Virginia Univer-
gity to the Monongalia County Court
House here January 28. The demon-
stration was called by the Committee
Against Registration and the Draft.

At Morgantown High School, leaf-
lets for the protest were snapped up
and students started chanting, “Hell
no, we won't go.'”

As the demonstrators assembled in
front of the WVU student union a
discussion ensued on the draft, and
many students became convinced to
join the march.

One of the most popular chants was,

January 25 rally at University of Cal ol‘l‘llﬂkilﬂ

“One, two, three, four—we won't fight
in Exxon's war.”

At the courthouse speakers ad-
dressed the crowd. Melissa Merchant,
a member of Local 2095 of the United
Mine Workers of American and Mor-
gantown chairperson of Young Social-
ists for Pulley and Zimmermann, said,
“Young people here have no reason to
join Carter's war againat the poor and
oppressed of the world. We have no
reason to sacrifice at home so our
rulers can prepare for new Vietnams.”

Merchant continued, “We have to
say we oppose the draft for evervone,
men and women. The Equal Rights
Amendment doesn't mean the right to
diE-“

Other speakers respresented the
Committee for Safe Energy, Morgan-
town Friends, Student Public Interest
Research Group, Students for a Liber-
tarian Society, Socialist Party-USA,
and Revolutionary Communist Youth
Brigade.

Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—More than
300 anti-draft demonstrators picketed
in front of the White House January
29. Students from American Univer-
gity, George Washington University,
and the University of Marvland partic-
ipated. Other participating groups
were the United States Student Associ-
ation, American Civil Liberties Union,
Washington Peace Center, and Com-
mittee Apgainst Hegistration and the
Draft.

New York

ALBANY—Two hundred people
picketed the U.S. Post Office January
26 to protest Carter's threatened rein-
statement of the draft. The post office
housed the Selective Service office
until the end of the draft in 1975.

Two young auto workers running
for U.S. Congress in New York
have issued a strong stalement
denouncing Carter's attempts to
reinstitute the draft.

Robert Miller, 24, is a member of
United Auto Workers Local 980, He
18 running in the Seventeenth Con-
gressional District on the Socialist
Workers Party ticket. Reba Wil-
liams-Dixon, 23, is a member of
UAW Local 6687 and 18 the SWP
candidate in the Nineteenth Con-
gressional District. Both are also
members of the Young Socialist
Alliance.

“We are completely opposed to
any draft of men and women to
provide cannon-fodder for new 11.8.
wars,” the two declared. They
called Carter's plan to begin Selec-
tive Service registration “a dan-
gerous threat to American working

Young Socialists: ‘We won’t be cannon fodder’

people, especially to working youth,
high schoeol, and college students.”

“The true threat of war comes
from Washington's efforts to pro-
tect the interests of U.S. corporate
profiteers,” they explained.

“Working people in this country
have absolutely no interest in fight-
ing workers and peasants in other
parts of the world. They are strug-
gling for an end to poverty, disease,
unemployment, and illiteracy—
they are fighting to free themselves
from the same big corporations
who are responsible for the social
crisis American workers and young
people face at home.

“Carter’'s war drive abroad is
part and parcel of the war waged
against us at home: more inflation,
more taxes, more pollution, more
nuclear radiation, fewer jobs, less
education and health care, and no

environmental safety.”

The two candidates hailed the
antidraft protests occurring on col-
lege campuses and in high schools.
“These actions show the potential
for organizing even broader opposi-
tion to the draft, especially for
reaching out to the unions and ‘to
the millions of young workers
whose lives are at stake,” they
said.

The Socialist Workers Party is
running Andrew Pulley for presi-
dent and Matilde Zimmermann for
vice-president. Miller and Williams-
Dixon invite supporters to a Young
Socialists for Pulley and Zimmer-
mann discussion on how to fight
the draft on February 5 at 4:30 p.m.
The location is 108 East Sixteenth
Street, Second Floor, one-half block
east of Union Square, in New York
City.

New York
demonstration

By Sally Rees

NEW YORK—The New York
City Committee Against Registra-
tion and the Draft haz called a
demonstration for February 9 to
protest Carter’s attempt to revive
the draft and drag Americans into
another war.

One hundred people attended a
January 28 planning meeting here
and unanimously voted to endorse
the February 9 protest. Representa-
tives from twenty-four organiza-
tions were present. They included
the American Friends Service Com-
mittee, Mobilization for Survival,
Women for Racial and Economic
Equality, Socialist Workers Party,
Young Socialist Alliance, Free Li-
bertarian Party, Youth Against
War and Fascism, and Youth Inter-
national Party.

Students from Columbia Univer-
sity, Barnard College, New York
University, Rutgers [University,
and City University of New York
also attended.

The meeting decided upon three
demands for the demonstration: No
to registration! No to the draft! No
to the 1.8, war drive!

The protest will begin
noon-time  rally at the Times
Square army recruitment station
on Forty-second Street to be fol-
lowed by a march to Carter's New
York campaign office at Fifty-
fourth Street and Madison Avenue,

An outreach committee was
formed to invelve unionists, high
school students, and Black and
Latino organizations.

with a

Forums on
the draft

CALIFORNIA

EAST BAY

SOCIALIST ANSWER TO CARTER'S STATE
OF WAR SPEECH. Speakers: Jofl Mackler,
Socialist Workers Party National Committee:
Barbara Kline, chairporson, East Bay Young
Sccialist Alliance. Sat., Feb. 9, 8 p.m, 2864
Telegraph Ave, Cakland, Donation: $2. Ausp:
Militant Forum. For mare information call (415)
TE3-3T92.

MISSOURI

KANSAS CITY

STOP THE DRAFT! NO MORE VIETNAMS!
Speak-out against the draft. Speakers: Linda
Spence, Afrg-American Student Union; Linda
Thurston, prasident, K.C. Mational Organiza-
tion for Women: Martha Pettit, Socialist Work-
ars Party candidate for U.S. Senate; others.
Thurs.,, Feb. 7. 12 noon. Univ. of Missouri,
Alumni Room, University Center. Ausp: Ameri-
can Givil Liberties Union, Young Socialist
Allianca, othars.

NEW YORK

NEW YORK CITY

BUILDING A MOVYEMENT AGAINST THE
DRAFT AND WASHINGTON'S WAR DRIVE. A
discussion with mambeara of Young Socialists
for Pulley and Zimmermann. Tues., Fab. 5, 4:30
p.m. 108 E. 16th 5t., 2nd Flocr (one-half Black
east of Union Square). For more information
call {212) 533-2802.

OHIO

CLEVELAND

HO TO THE DRAFT—DEFEND THE AF-
GHAN REVOLUTION. Speakers: Thabo
Mitweng, mamber United Auto Workers Local
217 and Socialist Workers Party Mational Com-
mitle, Andy Follack, member LIAW Local 217
and Young Socialists for Pulley and Zimmer-
mann. Sun., Fab, 3, 7 p.m. 13002 Kinaman Rd.
Donation: $1.50, Ausp: Militant Forum. For
maore information call (216) §81-5030.

VIRGINIA

TIDEWATER
SAY NO TO THE DRAFT. A panel discus-
sion, Sat., Fab. 16, 4 p.m. 111 28th 5t., Newpor
News. Donation: §1. Ausp: Militant Forum. For
mara information call (804) 380-0133.




Iran elections held after centuries of monarchy

By Cindy Jaquith

After centuries of domination by
monarchy, Iranians went to the polls
January 25 to elect a president. More
than 100 candidates had entered the
race.

The Interior Ministry announced
January 28 that Abu al-Hassan Bani-
Sadr had won the election, with 10.7
million votes or 75 percent of the

Morteza Gorgzadeh, one of the
Revolutionary Workers Party (HKE)
members imprisoned in Ahwaz,
Iran, has been released. Five HKE
members remain in jail.

ballots cast.

As Iran’s minister of Financial and
Economic Affairs, Bani-Sadr had ear-
lier announced plans to create more
jobs, nationalize some U.S.-owned in-
dustries, and cut interest rates in half.

After his election he told the French
daily Le Monde that in order to free the
hostages at the U.S. Embassy, “the
American government must first of all
issue a declaration acknowledging the
crimes it committed in Iran through
the imperial regime, as well as our
right to begin proceedings against the
Shah and his followers. The problem of
the hostages can then be easily re-
solved.”

Slightly more than 14 million of the

22 million eligible voters turned out for
the election. Naval chief Ahmad Ma-
dani came in a distant second with
14.6 percent of the vote. He had di-
rected his campaign appeals to those
middle-class Iranians who have grown
hostile to the revolution.

Darioush Farouhar, former minister
of labor, received 0.9 percent. Labor
ministry officials have grown increas-
ingly unpopular because of their resist-
ance to workers’ demands for greater
control in the factories.

Foreign Minister Sadegh Ghotb-
zadeh got 0.3 percent, reflecting in part
widespread opposition to his role in
censoring the media.

Less than ten candidates were ruled
eligible for media time in the race.
Massoud Rajavi, candidate of the Mu-
jahedeen, was disqualified after a deci-
sion that only those who voted in favor
of the new constitution could run.

Rajavi's platform included support
for the rights of Iran’s oppressed na-
tionalities. Most Kurds reportedly
boycotted the elections in protest of
Rajavi’s disqualification.

In an effort to avert the boycott, the
central government announced on the
eve of the elections that troops would
be withdrawn from two cities in

Kurdistan. Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho- -

meini promised that the constitution
would be changed to recognize the
right of Sunni Muslims to control the

courts in areas where they are a major-
ity. Most Kurds, Baluchis, and Turko-
men are Sunnis.

Mahmoud Sayrafiezadeh ran for
president as the candidate of the Revo-
lutionary Workers Party (HKE). He
advocated full rights for oppressed
nationalities and a government run by
workers and farmers as the way to

achieve independence from imperial-
ism.

The Islamic Revolutionary Council
has called for parliamentary elections
to be held in one month. Council
spokesman Ali Akbar Moinfar said
that the elections would be open to all
political parties “regardless of their
ideological inclination.”
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Campaign leaflet for Revolutionary Workers Party's Mahmoud Sayrafiezadeh
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Young workers discuss Iran: a different view

By Stu Singer

At the recent Young Socialist Al-
liance convention, Nancy Cole and I
from the Militant sat down with four
YSA members to discuss Iran.

One works in the non-union Avon-
dale Shipyard near New Orleans.
Another is a shipyard worker in New-
port News. The third is a coal miner in
West Virginia. And the fourth works at
the giant Bethlehem Steel Sparrows
Point mill near Baltimore.

Excerpts of this discussion are be-
low.

Here is a view of American workers
totally different from the soap-opera
version we.are bombarded with from
the news media. .

And here is a glimpse of young
socialist workers, who more and more
represent this new generation of fight-
ers.

A white male worker from Avondale
Shipyard:

The majority sentiment of young
workers, Black and white, is they don't
want to go to war. Black workers seem
to identify more with the Iranians’
fight against the shah.

A tack welder I work with got into
an argument with his shipfitter. He
came down a level of the ship to get me
to come up there to talk to this shipfit-
ter about what I know on Iran.

A Black woman from Newport News
Shipyard, member Steelworkers Local
8888:

In the morning people are reading
the newspaper and the biggest topic of
discussion is Iran. Every Black worker
I've talked to says to send back the
shah. One young worker said, “Why

are you asking me that? You know
they should just send him back. They
brought him here in the first place and
knew what would happen.”

I asked a union member in the shop
why he missed the last union meeting.
He said, “I was at an Army Reserve
meeting. They're getting ready to send
me over to Iran.”

I asked if he wanted to go'?

He said: “I think they should send
back the shah and send Carter back
with him.”

Some of the white workers say
things like “Bomb Iran.” One worker I
talked to is against sending the shah
back. But he doesn’t see going to die
for the guy. He talks about this huma-
nitarian thing and that people in Iran
shouldn’t be “blackmailing” us. He
doesn’t personally think people should
be going to fight for the shah.

There was an editorial in the Daily
Press where they supported drafting
people for mandatory service. We had
a discussion on that. Most people were
not in favor of it.

Melissa Merchant, Republic Steel mine
near Grafton, West Virginia:

These two guys around forty years
old were talking about an incident
where the Klan showed up at a shop-
ping center. Then they started talking
about Iran and getting upset.

I felt nervous. But I said, “Why don’t
we just send back the shah?”

And they said, “Of course, we should
get rid of that motherfucker. Send him
back on a platter.”

I was surprised. I would have
thought they were for sending the
marines in from the way they were
talking. There have been a lot of

.~ know

the Bri ish Empire in your first revo-
ution. Ar}d | know Americans hate

 you sacrificed tens of thousands in
~your second revolution, the Civil
. War, .

 “Sp | know that if Americans know

~the struggle of the Iranian people.”

'.j'”':"Amertcans know the facts. . .

: that :
icans hate foresgn domination.
acrificed many lives fighting

~oppression and slavery. That's why

. _ the facts about Iran they will support

~ These were the words of Kazem-
_Ala, an Iranian twice imprisoned and
tortured by the shah, at a January 24
forum ot 300 here on lran. it was
‘sponsored by the Coalition Against
Racism and Intervention in the Mid-
dle East and held at the University of
Texas.

John Duncan of the Texas Civil
Liberties Union also spoke, blasting
the immigration roundups of iran-
ians in the United States and de-
nouncing President Carter's moves
to reintroduce the draft.
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things like that. People start talking
really right wing and then say we
should send the shah back.

One guy said when the shah was in
the hospital, “They should have shot
him full of air and sent him back
dead.”

Martin Koppel, Sparrows Point, Steel-
workers Local 2609:

“We listen to the radio a lot when
there is nothing else to do. I've been
surprised a little. This real old white
worker turns around to me and says,
“Why the hell did they bring the shah
to the U.S. in the first place? Isn’t this
guy a dictator? Didn’t he kill all kinds
of thousands of people? Why the hell
did they bring him over here?”

The racist harassment of Iranians.
doesn’t go over well at all. We see these
signs saying “No dogs or Iranians”
and people say, “That’s out of place.
That doesn’t belong in our country.”

Avondale: In the yard there’s a
school where you get training. Once a
week there's a safety meeting. There
are about 150 people. There is a marine
there. Before the safety officer comes
in the marine jokes around. He is
gung-ho for war. He asked how many
people want to go to-Iran? Four raised
their hands.

Merchant: People talk about terro-
rism and the hostages. I say you have
to look at the issues. Which side are
you sympathetic to? The Iranians have
a justified demand that the shah
should be sent back.

There was some “terrorism” in the
miners’ strike, some sabotage. Rail-
road bridges were blown up, things like
that. No matter what you thought
about this, you had to take sides.

Miners I was talking to said, “Yeah,
I didn’t think it was very good. But we
really showed the company.”

This guy who is nineteen or twenty
years old said, “All the laid-off coal
miners are going to be drafted.” He
mentioned that West Virginia had the
highest proportion of fatalities in Viet-
nam. _

Most people have heard about the
large proportion of Blacks and Latinos
who fought in Vietnam. What most
people don’t know is there was also a
disproportionate number of people
from Appalachia who had to fight,
that got drafted. The younger people
are very opposed to the draft. The older
ones often say they don’t want their

kids to go there.

Koppell: I've been wearing a “Why
Die for the Shah?” button at work. I
was walking by this one guy who said
we should go bomb Iran. A worker who
was with me is usually pretty quiet,
but he just laughed and said, “You’'ve
got to be crazy. Why don’t you just go
over there? I am not going to go for
any reason.”

The Militant has played a good role.
This nineteen- or twenty-year-old guy
opened it up and as soon as he saw the
center piece on the shah he said, “Oh,
that's beautiful. Just leave that right
there so everybody can see it.”

One person put up the poster “Why
Die for the Shah?” in one of the clock
houses. Thousands of people go by
there every day. It has stayed up for
the past two weeks.

Merchant: 1 was selling the Militant
at a shopping center and it had a
headline about the war moves against
Iran. There was this guy, he was about
fifty, wearing a baseball hat and sit-
ting in a pick-up truck in the parking
lot. He was watching me for fifteen or
twenty minutes, always frowning.

When he got out of the truck and
started walking toward me, I thought,
“OK, here it comes.” I thought he was
going to start yelling at me. But ac-
tually he walked up and said, “So
they're ready to send our boys off
somewhere else to die for them.” He
ended up buying the Militant.

Avondale: There is a group of work-
ers, concentrated in the skilled trades,
who have been won over to chauvinist
sentiments. This includes some Blacks.
They say Iran should be wiped off the
map. It is a big yard so you get
heterogeneous political expression. The
majority we come in contact with are
against the shah.

I rode home on the bus one day with
a welder. He's totally opposed to the
war, any war. He’s concerned about
going to war. It has him upset. For an
hour on that bus we talked about the
causes of war. Why did the U.S. win
against Germany and lose against
Vietnam?

Iran is an explosive type issue in
that sense. It leads young workers to a
lot of other questions. They ask gene-
ral questions about the system, about
war, the draft, why this is happening.
They wonder why there is such a lack
of other points of view you can hear.
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Iranian consulate seeks to get out truth

By Ike Nahem

CHICAGO—The continuing effort
by the Carter administration to deport
thousands of Iranians studying in this
country has encouraged the harass-
ment and victimization of Iranians by
racist and right-wing forces.

Most of the facts have been kept out
of the hig-business press. But documen-
tation of this harassmenlt has been
gathered by the Iranian Embassy in
Washington and distributed by Iran-
ian Consulates in other cities (see box
below).

I recently talked with Heza Ghorai-
shi, a staff person at the Iranian
Consulate in Chicago, about the situa-
tion of Iranians in the Chicago area.

The consulate is located in the plush
Standard Oil skyscraper overlooking
Lake Michigan. Upon entering the
office, however, it is clear that things
have changed in the consulate since
the davs of the shah,

Most of the consulate personnel are
young people. Several are women. The
outer waiting room is decorated with
revolutionary posters of the street dem-
onstrations that led to the shah's over-
throw. Other posters and pictures com-
memorate martyrs who died in the
uprising or in the shah's torture
chamhers.

Solidarity with other anti-imperialist
struggles, particularly Vietnam and
Palestine, is also expressed. One poster
shows a caricature of Henry Kissinger
as the architect of the 1973 military
coup in Chile.

The consulate is a beehive of activ-
ity. Students are continually coming in
to get news from their country and
report to the consulate on harrassment

they receive. An increasing number are
checking in with the consulate before
catching flights back to Iran.

Ghoraishi told me, “Every day at
O'Hare Airport, you can see small
groups of Iranians who cannot take
the harassment anymore and are go-
ing home."

“Some students have been asked to
leave classes by their teachers, because
the teachers are angry with Iran,” he
gaid. “These students have paid for
their studies and are kicked out of
class.

“Other students report that their
grades on classwork have dropped
from A and B to C and D for the same
guality work.

“And many studenis have had great
difficulty cashing checks to pay for
tuition in addition to purchasing other
necessities such as food.”

One student I talked to in the consu-
late told me that he has to have Amer-
can friends cash checks for him.

Ghoraishi was  particularly upset
with the constant refrain in the Ameri-
can media about how “ungrateful”
Iranian students in this country are.

“In the first place,”” he said, “the
American regime of the shah spent
muore money on weapons and jails than
schools, which meant that many stu-
dents were forced to study abroad.

“But most students were also escap-
ing the regime of the shah that the
American government gave us.

“In the past, American universities
actively recruited Iranian students and
their money. And our students pay
dearly to study here.

“The Iranians studying here want to
finish their studies and receive their

degrees so they can use their skills to
help their people and the revolution.”

The consulate puts a great stress on
the need to get out the truth about the
Iranian revolution to the American
people. A table in the waiting room
contains literature about Iran and the
revolution.

Most of this literature, which is
widely distributed, is geared toward
Americans, patiently explaining the
events at the US, Embassy in Tehran.
It includes fact sheels on the shah's
regime, Washington's role in Iran, an
appeal to Afro-Americans from the

students inside the embassy, and state-
ments and interviews with Ayatollah
Khomeini and other leaders.

Ghoraishi 18 convinced that the ma-
jority of the American people would
side with the Iranian people if they
knew the truth.

“We receive phone calls every day
from American people and organiza-
tions that are supporting us. We have
to tell the American people the facts,
People just do not know about the role
of the CIA, not only in Iran, but also
Chile, Vietnam, and today in Le-
banon.”

Hostage’s mother

Tont Sickman of Krakow, Mis-
gouri, is the mother of Marine
Corps Sgt. Rocky Sickmann, one of
fifty Americans being held in the
U.5. Embassy in Tehran,

She “is urging an immediate trial
for the deposed Shah of Iran,”
reported the January 21 St. Louis
rlobe-Democrat.

The situation “has gone on too
long,” she insisted. “I am bhitter,
but I'm not so much bitter at the
students,

“They want Lo see some justice
done. There's been a lot of injustice
done in [Iran], and there's been a
lot of people in this country in-
volved 1n it."”

She has written to President
Carter and to United Nations Se-
cretary-General Kurt Waldheim

wants shah tried
asking that the shah be tried. And
she is frustrated at their determina-
tion to protect the roval butcher
regardless of what that means for
her son and the other hostages.

“But how can I, such a litle
person in this country, fight the
millionaires?” she asked angrily.
“There are a lot of people in Amer-
ica who don't want the shah put on
trial. It could be worse than Water-
gate."”

She placed the oil companies at
the top of the list of those trying to
block a just solution of the embassy
CTIBIE,

“I wish to god the people in this
country would stand up to what
they've [the oil companies] done
wrong. They're not worried ahout
our boys over there.”

A statement being circulated by
the Iranian Embassy in Washington
protests the campaign of intimida-
tion and victimization of Iranians in
the United States, giving many ex-
amples,

This racist campaign was insti-
gated by the Carter administration
as part of its effort to win support for
war moves in the Middle East and
Persian Gulf region.

Iranians were fired from jobs and
attacked by cops, while off-duty cops
and ultra-right-wing groups like the
Ku Klux Klan provided the muscle
for anti-Iranian demonstrations.

The attacks on Iranians spilled
over to include other people of Mid-
dle Eastern descent, Muslims, and
those who defended Iranians.

Most working people were turned
off by the blatant racism and brutal-
ity of the anti-Iranian campaign.
Having failed to evoke the response
its organizers were hoping for, the
racist drive has tended to trail off,
leaving a substantial list of victims.

The embassy protest notes that
“the condition of some Iranians,
especially those who have suffered
brutalities at the hands of officials
and private citizens, is worse than
that of the hostages.”

Noting that no hostage (or any
other American in Iran, one might
add) has been beaten or killed dur-
ing the crisis, the embassy reported
that “the body of a 22 year-old
Iranian was found outside of Hous-
ton late last week with 38 stab
wounds, 2 bullet wounds and his
neck salit.”

Since the statement was issued,
two Iranian students have also been
murdered in San Diego. The state-
ment continues:

“In Boston a young Iranian was
stabbed,

“In a small town in New York the
American-born son of Iranian par-
ents was badly beaten.

“In California, during an anti-
shah protest, Iranian students were

Attacks on Iranlans in U.S., Implrtd by Carter administration, have been unpopular with American people. Militant/Rita Lee

attacked by American students, and
police not only did not try to stop
them, but also helped them to beat
the Iranians. . . .

“In San Francisco two students
arrested by the police were beaten so
savagely that one suffered a broken
jaw. . ..

“In Maryland a pregnant woman
was attacked near a Safeway store,
but was fortunately rescued by some
Americans.

“In Alabama a group of students
were badly attacked, leaving one of
them with a broken leg.

“At one airport an Iranian was
jailed for carrying a Persian pam-
phlet and others have been arrested
for the same reason. . . .

“In Oklahoma City a student was
attacked with a baseball bat and left
badly wounded.

“In Oklahoma bombs had been

Fact sheet on harassmenl of Iranians in U. S

installed in the cars of two Arab
astudents. . . .

“In Washington, D.C. one boy was
beaten until his jaw was broken and
his stomach injured.

“Another was arrested for jay-
walking and this embassy had to
put up $1500 bail for his release.

“In a demonstration in D.C. two
Black Americans who were partici-
pating with Iranians to protest the
presence of the ex-shah in the U8,
were arrested although they had
done nothing. But the White Ameri-
can who had spit at them was re-
leased.

“A sixteen-yvear old was arrested
after he had had a car accident and
was held in custody for four
days. . ..

“Mosques in Norman, Oklahoma,
Cleveland, Ohic and Queens, New
York were severely damaged by
bombs and other explosives. . . .

“In many places Iranians cannot

b

get their cars serviced and cannot
make purchases in food stores.

“The notorious '‘Ne dogs, No Ne-
groes' signs has been changed to ‘No
dogs, No Iranians’ and placed at the
entrance to many restaurants.”

The embassy statement notes that
“the American people, at least those
who are looking for a just and peace-
ful solution to the problem that has
now surfaced between Iran and the
United States, would have been ap-
palled to read such things, if they
had been able to read them or hear
about them in their media.”

It concludes, “Unlike what has
been reflecied in the American me-
dia, a great many American people
support our cause, hecause it is a
scarch for truth and justice. The
American people on the whole are a
freedom and justice loving people.
We believe in the adage, ‘The truth
will out."™




Islamabad meeting backs Washington

Arab states oppose Carter invasion threat

By Fred Feldman

In the wake of the dispatching of
Soviet troops to block U.S.-supported
counterrevolutionary forces in Afghan-
istan, the Carter administration is
trying to line up governments of Mus-
lim countries behind its war moves.

In his State of the Union address,
Carter threatened to invade the Middle
East in order to “protect” it from
“Soviet aggression.” This kind offer
did not sit too well with many Arab
governments.

Irag's foreign minister charged that
Carter was “trying to justify and pave
the way for a military interference in
several countries of the world, particu-
larly the Arabian Gulf.”

“We will confront this new chapter
of American arrogance, hegemony,
and gunboat policy,” declared the Pa-
lestine Liberation Organization,

Of the Arab regimes, even some of
the more reactionary opposed the inva-
sion threat. “We refuse any form of
foreign interference in our internal
affairs,” said Abdul Aziz Hussein,
Kuwait's minister of state for foreign
affairs,

These stands reflect the hostility
that millions of Arab working people
feel to Washington's military and eco-
nomic domination of their countries,

They know that it 18 11.5. oil compan-
ies, not the Soviet Union, that have
drained them of their wealth for de-
cades.

They know that it is the 1.5, govern-
ment, not the Soviet Union, that arms
expansionist Israel to the teeth and
has backed it in four wars against
Arab peoples.

They know that it is the U.8. govern-
ment, not the Soviet Union, that has
massed an armada of warships near
the Persian Gulf to threaten Iran.

That is why any Arab government
that endorsed Carter’s invasion talk
would lessen its own chances of survi-
val.

In fact, the Soviet Union is not the
main target of Washington’s threats. A
“genior administration official” told
New York Times correspondent Ber-
nard Gwertzman January 24 that a
crisis requiring 1.8, military interven-
tion was “most likely to occur because
of Soviet subversion of a country such
as Iran rather than the direct entry of
the Soviet Army.”

“Soviet subversion” is Washington's
favorite code for the struggles of the
workers and peasants against impe-
rialist domination. What Carter fears
15 not a Soviet march toward “warm
water ports” or Arab pilfields but that
working people in Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, and elsewhere will take a cue
from the Iranian and Afghan revolu-
tions,

Task force around alrcraft carrier Midway on duty In Arablan Sea. Carter's military

moves alm to block revolutions like those In Iran, Afghanistan,

The prospect of new revolutionary
upheavals haunts the Carter adminis-
tration as it presses ahead with its
military buildup. In the January 28
New York Times, Henry Tanner re-
ported that, “if all goes well” 11.8.
planes will soon be using bases in
Somalia, Kenya, and Oman.

But, he added, “the erucial question
iz whether the United States will be
able to build up its air and naval power
in the region without provoking politi-
cal storms making the military gains
illusory.”

The reluctance of many capitalist
governments in Muslim lands to take a
blatantly pro-imperialist stand led to
conflicts around the conference of for-
eign ministers of Islamic countries
held January 27-29 in Islamahbad, Pak-
istan.

The conference was engineered by
the Saudi Arabian monarchy and Pak-
istani military dictatorship with the
unabashed support of Washington. Its
sole purpose was to denounce the So-
viet role in barring the way to a Chile-
style counterrevolution in Afghani-
atan,

The “Steadfastness Front” (a bloc of
the Palestine Liberation Organization
and the governments of Syria, Libya,
Algeria, and Southern Yemen) called
on January 16 for postponing the con-
ference.

It charged: “America claims that it
18 protecting Islam and the Moslems
and, at the same time, continues to plot
against the Iranian revolution and
continues to provide Israel with sophis-
ticated weapons to maintain its occu-
pation of Arab territories.” When the
postponement move failed, Syria and

[ know this will come as a shock,
but the U.5. government is lying
about Afghanistan,

This revelation appears in an
article in the January 26 New York
Times delicately entitled “U.S. Ac-
curacy Code Relaxed Over Kabul.”

You remember the “accuracy
code.” It's the one that guaranteed
that the government gave us the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth about Cuba, Chile,
Vietnam, Iran, and other hot spots.

After those experiences, you may
bhe wondering just how much more
relaxed the “accuracy code” could
get.

In any case, correspondent Ber-
nard Gwertzman confirms that
“the State Department and White
House routinely publicize informa-
tion about Afghanistan here, even

It's official: they’re lying

when its authenticity is questiona-
ble. . ..

“The result of these kinds of
statements is to produce accounts
suggesting Soviet actions for which
the Administration itself has no
aolid confirmation.”

As examples of unsubstantiated
rumaors, Gwertzman cited reports of
Soviet casualties, of chemical war-
fare being used against rightist
forces, and of differences within
the Karmal government in Kabul,

And the media just as routinely
presents it all as gospel!

So the next time vou read about
how unpopular the Afghan govern-
ment is, or how brutal the Russians
are, or how noble the Afghan coun-
terrevolutionaries are, just re-
member that laid-back “accuracy
code.” —F.F.

Southern Yemen, along with the Kar-
mal governament in Afghanistan and
three other regimes, refused to attend
the Islamabad gathering.

In Iran the announcement by For-
eign Minister Sadegh Ghotbzadeh that
the government would be represented
at the conference sparked a debate.

According to a Reuters dispatch in
the January 27 New York Times, the
students holding the US. Embassy
denounced the conference as a “consapi-
racy against the Iranian revolution.”
The Qom Theological Society and the
Revolutionary Guards also made criti-
cal statements.

Iranian officials demanded and ob-
tained a one-day postponement of the
conference. It had originally been sche-
duled for January 26, in open conflict
with Palestinian protests against the

official opening of diplomatic relations
between the lsragli and Egyptian re-
gimes.

When the conference agreed to add
U5, threats against Iran to the
agenda, the Iranian government sent a
deputy foreign minister to Islamabad.

As expected, Washington scored a
propaganda point when thirty-six
representatives voted for a resolu-
tion echoing Carter’s call for the with-
drawal of Soviet troops and suspend-
ing Afghanistan from membership in
the body. None were reported to have
opposed these measures,

The conference tried to legitimize the
Afghan ultrarightists by hearing a
representative of the Islamic Alliance
for the Liberation of Afghanistan, a
newly formed bloe of six pro-
imperialist groups. J

But nine governments withheld sup-
port from a proposal to break off
diplomatic relations with Kabul, and
eleven refused to endorse a motion
“envisioning” the possibility of “non-,
participation” in the Moscow Olym-
pics.

The Afghan revolution wasn't the
only target of the organizers of the
Islamabad meeting. According to a
report in the January 30 -New York
Times, representatives of Tunisia,
Irag, Saudi Arabia and a few other
countries sought to pressure the Iran-
ian government to release the hostages
in the UU.S. Embassy. There was no
suggestion of support to Iran's demand
for the return of the shah,

Kamal Kharrazi, Iran’s Deputy For-
eign Minister, replied: “No comprom-
ise. We are not men of compromise. We
will release the hostages when Amer-
ica returns the shah.”

To provide some cover for ils pro-
imperialist stance, the conference ecri-
ticized the Carter administration for
its threats against Iran, and for back-
ing the Camp David Accords.

By Steve Clark

Some commentators in the press
have speculated that the Soviet
government sent troops into Af-
ghanistan because it feared that
the right-wing insurgency there
would have an attractive power on
Asian nationalities inside the So-
viet [Inion.

“Western and other foreign spe-
cialists here are skeptical” of that
theory, Anthony Austin reported
from Moscow in the January 13
New York Times.

Austin goes on to explain why.

1 almost everyone” in the
Soviet Central Asian republics,
savs Austin, “seems proud of what
has been achieved in turning stag-
nant czarist dependencies into
modernizing, productive republics.

“This is particularly evident in
Uzbekistan, the leading Central
Asian republic and the one with
the largest population, 10 to 12
million. Illiteracy, 98 percent before
1917, has been all but wiped out.”

Iiteracy in Afghanistan is
around 90 percent, and opposition
to the government’'s literacy cam-
paign has been one of the battle
cries of the rightist bands that are
somehow supposed to he attractive
to Asians in the Soviet Union,

“Life expectancy [in Uzbekis-
tan],”" Austin continues, “which
was 40 years before the revolution,
is 70 today.”

Life expectancy in Afghanistan
is still around 40, but the govern-
ment the rightist guerrillas are

Why Soviet Muslims don’t
back Afghan rightists

tryving to overthrow has been ex-
panding medical facilities.

“There is one doctor for 386 peo-
ple [in Uzbekistan],” Austin ex-
plains. “In Pakistan, by contrast,
there is one for 6,000.” The govern-
ment of Pakistan is arming and
equipping the right-wing rebels.

“In the four other Central Asian
republics,” says Austin, “the pro-
gress is almost as striking, though
all five are still behind the rest of
the Soviet Union in economic de-
velopment.”

This progress has been possible
because of the planned and nation-
alized economy, which is an endur-
ing conguest of the October 1917
revalution.

The parasitic caste that took hold
of the Soviet government under
Stalin reversed many of the pro-
gressive measures of the Bolshev-
iks, including the steps to eliminate
national oppression among Asian
and other non-Russian peoples. In
addition, workers and peasants in
these areas suffer under the unde-
mocratic policies and bureaucratic
misrule that victimizes all working
people in the Soviet Union.

But in their struggle against the
Kremlin hureaucracy, the Central
Asian peoples will not look for
inspiration to the reactionary land-
lords, wusurers, and opium
smugglers that have kept the Af-
ghan peoples uneducated, hungry,
disease-ridden, landless, and unem-
ployed.

From Intercontinental Press/Inprecor
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By Ernest Harsch

Soames’s okay to the South African

S. African troops threaten Zimbabweans

The British colonial authorities now
administering Zimbabwe have openly
approved the South African military
intervention into that country.

At a news conference in Salisbury
January 6, a spokesman for British
Governor Lord Scames said that g
South African contingent—estimated
to number from 200 to 300 troops—was
based in southern Zimbabwe near the
border with South Africa with
Soames's authorization. He claimed
that its purpose was to protect the rail
and road bridge connecting the two
countries at Bisthridge,

The decision was sharply denounced
by both wings of the Patriotic Front,
the Zimbabwean nationalist alliance.
Joshua Nkomo of the Zimbabwe Afri-
can People’s Union (ZAPU) and Robert
Mugabe of the Zimbabwe African Na-
tional Union (ZANU) condemned the
authorization as a violation of the
cease-fire accords that were signed in
December.

The South African troops at Biet-
bridge are not the only ones in Zim-
bahwe. Before the cease-fire agreement
was reached, up to 2,000 South African
troops and police were directly assist-
ing the Rhodesian military in its war
against the Patriotic Front forces.
They served as pilots, gunners, drivers,
technicians, and artillery officers,

According to the Patriotic Front,
these South African units have not
been withdrawn, but have instead been
dissolved directly into the Rhodesian
armed forces,

This South African intervention is a
gerious threat to the more than 6
millhion Blacks of Zimbabwe, who are
struggling to win national independ-
ence and to wrest power out of the
hands of the 250,000 white Rhode-
gsians. In recent months, the white
supremacist regime in Pretoria has
warned several times that it would
intervene with even greater force if a
Black government came to power in
Salisbury that threatened South Afri-
can economic and political interests.

Besides its military intervention and
threats, the apartheid regime has acted
to influence the outcome of the elec-
tions that have been scheduled for
February 27-29, Pretoria's favored can-
didate is Bishop Abel Muzorewa, who
openly calls for close ties with the
apartheid regime and whose campaign

Zimbabwean 'Iru-n:lum I'Ightar: greeted in Slll:hury Mass support for llberation
struggle is major obstacle to imperialist powers.

is heavily financed from South Africa.

A lead article in the January 11 1ssue
of the Johannesburg Financial Mail,
one of South Africa's top business
journals, spelled out South African
imperialism’s opposition to the Patrio-
tic Front, particularly its ZANU wing,
which is often branded “Marxist” in
the South African press.

“South Africa’s vital interests will be
threatened should a Marxist govern-
ment come to power in Rhodesia,” it
said. “It is, therefore, the duty of the
South African government to employ

Sakharov exile is blow

By David Russell

The Soviet government’'s expulsion
from Moscow of dissident Andrei Sak-
harov is an attack against the inter-
ests of all workers and other citizens of
the Soviet Union. It deserves the con-
demnation of working-class organiza-
tions throughout the world.

The Stalinist bureaucrats in the
Kremlin accused Sakharov of “carry-
ing out subversive activities against
the Soviet state.” They charged that he
had “blabbed about things that any
state protects as important secrets.”

To the bureaucrats, it was a subver-
give action whenever Sakharov
“blabbed” about the suppression of
political freedom in the Soviet Union.
He has helped exposc frame-up trials
against dissident artists and scientists,
the jailing of government opponents in
“psychiatric hospitals,” denial of the
right to organize and sirike to Soviet
wuorkers, and the abuse of non-Russian
nationalities,

Az a member of Amnesty Interna-
tional, Sakharov had also supported
the successful effort to free imprisoned
Black activist Martin Sostre. He joined
protests against the use of torture by
right-wing military dictatorships in
Uruguay and elsewhere.

For U.S. imperialism, the move
against Sakharov could not have come
at a better time. As David K. Willis
pointed out in the January 23 Chris-
tian Science Monitor, “Action against

8

[Sakharov] came as President Carter
was trying to gain support for shifting
or boycotting the Olympic games in
July, to isolate Moscow diplomatically
after the Sowviet strike into Afghani-
stan, and to counter Soviet missiles
with increased long-range defense
spending at home and in NATO,

“The move against Dr. Sakharov
may help the President in all those
fields. . . .

The capitalist media wasted no time
in picking up on Sakharov’s victimiza-
tion and linking it to Carter’s call for a
boyecott of the Moscow Olympics. To
cite just one example, New York Times
correspondent Craig R. Whitney said
in a January 22 dispatch from Mos-
cow: “I[hplomats speculated that the
move against Dr. Sakharov was part
of a long-rumored plan to clear Mos-
cow of the most active dissidents be-
fore the Summer Olympics in July.”

Carter and the capitalist press hope
to convince working people that a
boycott might actually help the fight
for democratic rights in the USSH.

But the opposite i8 the case. Wash.
ington cares nothing about democratic
rights anywhere in the world, and
Olympic boycotts, trade bans, and
rhetoric about human rights are all
part of the ideological offensive that
the ruling class has been carryving on
in hopes of reversing the deep antiwar
sentiment of American workers.

whatever moral and financial resour-
ces and pressures it can to ensure that
Rhodesia does not fall to Marxist influ-
ence. . ..

“We see Bishop Muzorewa as the
best hope for stability in our genera.
tion. . . ."

laord Soames and the 1,200-man
Commonwealth military force sta-
tioned in Zimbabwe claim that they are
playing a “neutral” role and simply
preparing for the elections and the
granting of formal independence. But

intervention reveals London's actual
aims—to contain the Zimbabwean free-
dom struggle.

Soames has taken other steps as
well. Rhodesian troops—who accord-
ing to the cease-fire accords should be
confined to base—have been ordered
into action against the several thou-
sand ZANU guerrillas who have not
reporied to the “assembly points” aet
up under the accords. (Nearly 22,000
ZANU and ZAPU guerrillas have re-
ported.)

Black  “auxiliaries”—paramilitary
forces attached to the Rhodesian army
but politically loyal to Muzorewa—
have been allowed to move into vil-
lages vacated by the Patriotic Front to
help intimidate wvoters on behalf of
Muzorewa.

On January 18, the state of emer-
gency, which has been in effect for
more than fourteen years, was ex-
tended by Soames for another six
months. It allows censorship, martial
law, and detention without trial.

Amnesty International, the London-
based human rights organization,
charged that 6,000 political prisoners
were still being held.

The British have likewise sought to
deepen the frictions between the two
wings of the Patriotic Front, taking a
harder line against the ZANU forces.

These measures, however, have not
been particularly successful so-‘far in
dampening the militancy of the Zim-
babwean masses. Since mid-Décember,
there have been repeated mass demon-
strations in the major cities in support
of both ZANU and ZAPU.

When Nkomo returned from exile on
January 13, up to 180,000 Blacks
turned out to hear him in Salisbury's
Highfields township. A week later,
another 200,000 rallied for him in
Bulawayo, the second largest city.

On January 27, Mugabe returned
from exile as well. According to a
dispatch from Salisbury in the New
York Times the following day, he was
greeted by “a near-riotous reception by
150,000 or more supporters,”

The extent of mass support for the
liberation struggle reflected in these
actions will be an important obstacle
to the efforts of London, Pretoria, and
Washington to decide the future of
Zimbabwe,

From Intercontinental Press/Inprecor

to Soviet masses

Thus, Carter's Olympic boycott is an
act of hostility not only against the
Soviet government, but also against
the Soviet workers, the gains they
have made through abolishing capital-
ism, and against workers and peasants
throughout the world.

Sakharov himself has unforturiately
supported such a boyeott—an action
that can only hurt his standing in the
eyes of Soviet workers. He has also
made statements opposing the use of
Soviet troops in Afghanistan—a posi-
tion that revolutionists disagree with.

But there is nothing at all progres-
sive about the bureaucracy's attempts
io silence Sakharov or prevent his
views from being heard. To the con-
trary, by denving Sakharov the right
to express his opinions, the Stalinist
regime was issuing a warning to every
single Soviet citizen that no expression
of differences with the government will
be tolerated. That is an attack on the
rights of the Soviet workers and pea-
sants, not on incorrect political ideas.

The only effective way to answer
Sakharov's views on Afghanistan is
by publicly explaining and debating
the real issues there. That's how a
revolutionary government in the So-
viet UUnion would respond to political
views it opposed. Such an open discus-
sion would strengthen the position of
the Soviet workers state internation
ally, and help to solidify support for

the Afghan revolution among Soviet
workers and peasants.

But the privileged caste that rules
the Soviet Union fears any open dis-
cussion. Free thought and dehate is a
direct challenge to the bureaucratic
and undemocratic means by which.
they hold onto power and deny deci-
sion-making to the Soviet working
class.

From Intercontinental Press/Inprecor

Victimization of Sakharov weakens So-
viet Union In its confrontation with LS.
imperialism.



Miami raIIy launches Pulley lnp to Cuba

By Caryn Swan
and Jane Roland

MIAMI—Speaking at a news confer-
ence here January 24, Socialist Work-
ers presidential candidate Andrew Pul-
ley launched a special campaign of the
Socialist Workers Party against right-
wing terror.

Pulley demanded that Carter direct
federal authorities to put a stop to the
right-wing anti-Cuban terrorism that
threatens all those who faver normali-
zation of relations with Cuba. (See text
of statement below.)

Pulley was here heading up a delega-
tion of Socialist Workers preparing to
leave on a fact-finding trip to Cuba.
His call apgainst terrorism and his
plans to visit Cuba received much
attention in the local media.

El Migmi Herald, the daily Spanish-
language edition of the Miami Herald,
ran an article headlined “Socialist
fights terrorism.” It explained Pulley’s
call for a campaign against right-wing
violence in Miami, in North Carolina,
and around the country.

The socialist presidential nominee
was also covered by the Miami Times,
a Black newsweekly, and by local TV
and radio.

On January 25, Pulley and several
campaign supporters visited the hiring
hall of the International Longshore-
men's union. Pulley wanted to speak
with the workers about the reactionary
boycott of Soviet cargo and ships
called by ILA bureaucrats in response

to Soviet troops fighting right-wing
gangs in Afghanistan.

For almost two hours the 300 Black
workers at the hall crowded around,
talking with Pulley. The issue of Af
ghanistan was not seen as an imme-
diate one since Soviet ships are not
common here. But the workers voiced
slrong opposition to war.

“It was just another ‘preparing us
for war’ talk,” said one. “We've been

Militant'Lou Howort
N.Y. march against U.S. blockade of Cuba. SWP presidential candidate demanded
Carter halt wave of bombings and assassinations against those who favor normaliza-
tion of U.S. relations with Cuba. He also urged labor, civil rights, and women's
movements to join antiterrorist campaign.

hearing that for a while now from
Carter. And guess who he wants to go
fight this war over oil: Blacks and
other poor people.”

“I'd rather go to prison than to war,”
said another. They snapped up the
campaign brochures and leaflets.

Opposition to war and opposition to
a new draft were the focus of Pulley's
talk at the campaign rally that night.
MNearly fifty people came to the send-off

rally, where Pulley explained why he
and other =socialists were visiting
Cuba. He promised to return and tell
the American people about the advan-
ces of the Cuban revolution.

“Lies are the rule of thumb for capi-
talist politicians when they are ad-
dressing the masses,” Pulley said.
Many in the audience, who came from
a wide range of countries including
Haiti, Mguna Trinidad, and Turkey,
nﬂddl"ﬂ in agreement.

“The American rulers fear that their
empire is falling apart. In fact, they
gsee it falling apart throughout the
world. They see revolution in Cuba and
in Vietnam, Cambodia, South Africa,
Nicaragua, Iran, and now Afghani-
stan_ii

The rulers and the mass media lie
about these revolutions and struggles
for social change. Pulley said he
planned to tour the United States from
one end to the other explaining the
gains made by the Cuban revolution—
free health care, free education, min-
imal rent costs, full employment, the
end to racism, and real gains for
women's eguality.

He also said that the demand to end
the U.S. economic hlockade of Cuba is
a central plank in the SWP campaign
platform. This blockade prevents even
medical supplies from being sent to the
Cuban people from the 1.5,

After his talk Pulley answered ques-
tions for almost an hour,

Socialist candidate: ‘End anti-Cuba terror’

The following statement was re-
leased in Miami by Andrew Pulley,
Socialist Workers Party Candidate
for President, just before leaving
for Havana, Cuba, for a week-long
tour of the island:

I am here today to demand that
President Carter direct federal authori-
tier to put a stop to the wave of
assassinations and bombings being
carried out by right-wing, anti-Cuba
terrorists against all those who favor
normalization of relations between the
United States and Cuba.

The criminals responsible for these
acts must be arrested immediately, and
prosecuted to the full extent of the law.
The government's continuing refusal
to act against these terrorists en-
dangers the lives, well-being and
democratic rights of everyone in this
country,

It 1= almost two months to the day
since right-wing, anti-Cuba terrorists
gunned down Eulalio José Negrin in
Union City, New Jersey. Negrin was
active in the Committee of 75, a group
of Cubans working for normalization
of relations between the United States
and Cuba. Two monthe, and vet not a
single arrest has been made!

For months, Negrin reported to au-
thorities he was receiving death
threats and asked for protection—but
to no avail. Omega 7, the Cuban exile
terrorist gang, took credit for the
murder,

In the last year alone, Omega 7 has
claimed responsibility for six bomb-
ings. Just two weeks ago they set off
bomhs at Miami's Padron Cigar fac-
tory, and the New York offices of the
Soviet airlines, Aeroflot. Their aim is
to silence supporters of the Cuban rev-
olution.

The government knows the names of
these organizations and their leaders,
but they have made no attempts what-
soever to stop them,

Federal authorities concede openly
that Omega 7 is a front for the “Cuban
Nationalist Movement,” which has a
public headquarters in Union City,
New Jersey. Many of the terrorists in
these groups were originally trained,
armed, and financed by the CLA to be
used against the Cuban revolution.

Every time these killers carry out an
attack the government looks the other
way. The government's inaction em-
boldens other right-wing scum, like the
Ku Klux Klan, to carry out their anti-
Black, antilabor assassinations, such
ag the recent KKK murder of five
protesters in North Carolina.

The attacks by the anti-Cuba terror-

istz, like the violent acts of the KKK,
are an attack on all working people—
on our right to learn the truth, to say
what we think, and to organize.

Working people know we can learn a
lot from Cuba, where everyone is gua-
ranteed a job and racism is outlawed.
Our interests lie in learning the truth
about the Cuban revolution, in lifting
the blockade, and in normalizing rela-
tions between our two countries.

I am issuing an appeal today to the
trade union, civil rights, and women's
liberation movements, and to everyone
who supports basic human and demo-
cratic rights, to join forces in launch-
ing a campaign to force the federal
government to act to halt these terror-
ist attacks. Further delay in appre-
hending these assassins would be no-
thing less than out-and-out gov-
ernment complicity in these heinous
crimes.

- SWP Leadership School Fund

‘Without revolutionary theory there can be no re;mfutlnnary mnml;ient.’ V.l. Lenin

The $50,000 fund drive to launch the Socialist
Workers Party Leadership School got an inapir-
ing start as five people contributed $12 000 in the
first week. Added to the $10,800 raised last yvear
by the Evelyn Reed Scholarship Fund, the new
contributions put the fund at $22 800. Not every
person will be in a position to contribute such
large amounts, however, and the fund's success
depends on more modest donations to meet the
goal. One timely way to contribute is to donate
tax refunds,

The leadership achool aims to free SWP leaders
from their heavy daily responsibilities for five-
month sessions of intensive study of basic Marx-

$20,000

ist ideas.

On Saturday, February 23, the New York/New
Jersey District of the SWP plans a fund-raising
evening for the school and send-off party for
several students from the area.

Paul Montauk, who is organizing the school’s
library, reports that two enthusiastic supporters
of the school have donated books. He says the
school welcomes more such gifts and especially
needs complete sets of basic Marx, Engels, and
related works.

The school begine March 1. The fund drive
ends March 31. Please fill out the coupon and
contribute all you can.
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$50,000

| want to contribute:

—%1,000 %500 — %200 %100

850 _%10 _other
Make checks payable to:
SWP Leadership School Fund

Mail to:

SWP Leadership School Fund,

14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014

Mame
Address
City
State Zip
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N.C. officials try to sabotage anti-Klan march

By Maceo Dixon

GREENSBORO, Jan. 30—
Government officials have mounted a
campaign to sabotage the February 2
anti-Klan march here. The government
offensive, which escalated as the dem-
onstration date neared, was aimed at
creating an atmosphere of fear and
intimidation around the civil rights
march.

The march was called by a National
Conference on New Strategies to Coun-
ter the KKK, sponsored by the South.
ern Christian Leadership Conference
and the Interreligious Foundation for
Community Organization. It has been
endorsed by more than ffty organiza-
tions and individuals.

The march was called to protest the
brutal murder of five anti-Klan demon-
strators, members of the Communist
Workers Party, on a November 3 dem-
onstration here,

The police, who had given the racist
killers the march plan, disappeared
from the scene shortly before the
Klansmen and Nazis opened fire.

Toe cover their complicity in the
slayings, police arrested three anti-
Klan demonstrators, charging them
with inciting to riot and resisting
arrest. Thus the victims of the attack
were made into criminals.

Fourteen racists were charged with
the slaying, including several for first-
degree murder. Many more were in the
racists’ caravan but not arrested. Bail
for those charged was reduced so that
all but one of the gunmen are now free.

Police intimidation tactice were suc-
cessful in forcing cancellation of one
anti-Klan demonstration scheduled last
November to protest the killings. But
they have not been able to prevent the
February 2 march from gaining wide
support. Hundreds have turned out to
hear Rev. Ben Chavis and other speak-
ers touring the state to rally support.

The response of state authorities has
been to escalale their sabotage efforls.
‘Gov. James Hunt demanded a loosen-
ing of controls on police spy agencies.
The State Bureau of Investigation
{(SBI) began interrogating student lead-

ers across the state with the intent of
discouraging participation in the
march.

March organizers responded with a
law suit in North Carolina Middle
District Court. Depositions by students
were made available to the media.

According to Delaney Wilson, Direc-
tor of Intercollegiate Affairs at North
Carolina Central University, SBI
agents grilled him in the dean's office.

Wilson's deposition states: “The
agents inguired as to the participation
of the student government association
in efforts to organize students to join
the march. I informed them that there
were campus efforts of that kind.

“They said that they were trying to
get a ‘head count’ of the number of
students from North Carolina Central
UUniversity that would attend so they
would he able to estimate the number
of marchers. Further they would be at
other campuses conducting the same
type of interviews, they told me. They
specifically said that they would also
visit student leaders at St. Augustine
College in Raleigh.

“They went on to say that the Com-
munist Workers Party would be at the
march, and that they were known to
carry weapons in their car trunks.

“The agents’ statements about the
possibility of viclence at the march
initiated by the CWP had the effect of
discouraging my personal participa-
tion in the march and my organiza-
tional efforts to broaden students’ par-
ticipation.” ;

Other depositions testified to similar
harassment.

On January 30 new allegations were
filed in court by William Kunstler and
Raymond McecLaughlin, attorneys for
the march coalition. The State Bureau
of Investigation had attempted to
block local coalitions from renting
buses in the Raleigh-Durham area and
in Norfolk, Virginia,

The city government also got into
the act. First the city refused to rent
the Greensboro Coliseum, the only
adequate building for the rally, to the
anti-Klan coalition. Moving quickly,
the city booked a rhythm and blues

show for the coliseum the evening of
the march.

With pious hypocrisy, the city fa-
thers declared they were only trying to
help out the Black promoter of the
concert.

But the promoters and entertainers
gladly postponed the event when they
learned they were being used as pawns
to hlock the rally.

When this gambil failed, the city
made granting a permit contingent on
raising a $6,000 hall rental fee and
buying $100,000 worth of insurance, At
Militant press time the city was contin-
uing to stall on the permit.

The local news media joined in the
government's campaign.

The January 29 editorial in the
Greensboro Record charged that the
march was not a civil rights march at
all but a devious attempl to use the
authority of the civil rights movement
“to further a familiar leftist politics.”

The press featured interviews with
community residents who were. not
planning to join the march, while
interviews with community and stu-
dent leaders favoring the march were
hardly to he found.

One TV news broadeast interviewed
an NAACP leader from neighboring
High Point whe opposed the march.
No mention has been made on televi-
sion of the fact that the Greensboro
NAACP and NAACP Executive Direc-
tor Benjamin Hooks are backing the
march.

This selective reporting plays along
with the government's scare cam-
paign. It was this atmosphere that
civil rights activists were attempting
to counter in the final days before the
march.

A successful march could deal a
powerful blow to the long-standing
campaign by North Carolina employ-
ers and state officials to suppress both
the labor and civil rights movements.
It could give expression to the senti-
ments of the big majority of North
Carolinians, who oppose racist terror-
ism. And it could set back the govern-
ment's attempt to whitewash the mas-

gacre of anti-Klan demonstrators last
MNovember.

By Jon Hillson

NORFOLE, Va—“Ideals, dreams,
and commitments of the 1960z still
exist,” Rev. Lavert Taylor, a Tidewater
leader of the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, told a.cheering anti-
Klan rally here on January 26. “And
the February 2 march on Greenshoro 18
the first battle for the 1980s.”

The rally, sponsored by the Tide-
water Mobilization Committee for the
Greensboro anti-Klan protest, was at-
tended by 150 people, many of whom
will be boarding buses from Norfolk
for the national demonstration.

Rev. Milton Reed, the publisher of
the Norfolk Journal & Guide, Tidewat-
er's mass-circulation Black-oriented
newspaper, raised the roof of the First
Baptist Church as he blasted President
Carter's phony human rights policy.
Amidst roaring approval from the
audience, he said money contributed to
the fight against Klan terror was “the
way Lo help to send the shah back to
where he belongs—to Iran.”

Rev. L.P. Watson, NAACP Area II
director of branches, gave his organi-
zation's backing to the February 2
march. “We are going to say no to the
KKK and its Nazi cohorts in Greens-
boro,"” he said.

Virginia Education Association
President Suzanne Kelley, represent-
ing Labor for Egual Rights Now,
stressed the unity needed between
“those who are opposed to racism, to
sexism, to antilabor employers, to pov-
erty and hatred in the name of patriot-
ism.” All, she gaid, should be marching
in Greensboro, This theme of the com-
mon interest between labor, Blacks,
and women was noted by every
speaker at the rally.

(ther speakers included Lucius
Walker, director of the Interreligious
Foundation for Community Organiza-
tions; Sharon Grant, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for Congress in Virgi-
nia's First Congressional District; Car-
oline Johnson of Black Vanguard Re-
source Center; and Louise Covington,
Workers World Party.

Labor speaks out against Klan violence

The Ku Klux Klan is best known
for its anti-Black terrorism. But
throughout its history the racist
outfit has also been a tool of the
emplovers for attacking the labor
movement and union organizers,
Black or white. Following are
some examples of union state-
ments pointing to the Klan's trea-
cherous role and econdemning its
violence.

Mine Workers

In response to KKK organizing ef-
forts in eastern Kentucky in 1975, the
United Mine Workers Journal ran an
exposé by editor Don Stillman of the
Klan's antilaboer role. It urged miners
to join in anti-Klan rallies being held
that vear in Kentucky and West Virgi-
nia.

The article quoted Arnold Miller,
then UMWA president, as saying:
“The Klan has used violence to fight
against labor unions all across the
South, They have beaten union organ-
izers, tarred and feathered strikers
manning picket lines and even mur-
dered in their campaign of terror
against the labor movement and work-
ing people.”

The UMWA Journal continued:
“Miller said the Klan often has been
the tool of the coal operators and the
Chamber of Commerce and has at-
tempted to turn white workers against
black workers in order o weaken the
union movement,

“‘The KKK has a new line,” Miller
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said. ‘From behind their hoods, they're
trying to tell us that thev really aren’t
opposed to unions now. They say
they're not in favor of violence now,
That's hogwash and they know it.

“'Don't be fooled by this so-called
“new look"” the Klan is pushing,” he
said. “Their goals are still exactly what
they were when they were busting up
picket lines and blowing up churches.
They are trving to sell us fascism by
calling it Americanism. . . .

**I hope no UMWA member believes
the Klan's lies and gets involved in
such activities,” Miller said. "The Klan
has a long, horrible record of criminal
activity and there’s no reason to as
sume they are any different today than
when they were murdering, lynching,
burning and beating black workers
and white workers who stood against
them.’. . .

“*Amony the hundreds of incidents of
Klan violence against unionists, Miller
cited the following:

“e The brutal beating of Otis Mat-
thews, financial secretary of L.U. 5-443
International Woodwaorkers.
Masked KKK members ripped Mat-
thews from his car, beat him with
heavy straps and poured stinging lig-
uid inta his open wounds. Matthews
had, as a union official, demanded
compliance with federal law prohibit-
ing discrimination by employers.

“# The stoning and vandalizing of
the AFIL Central Labor Council and
ClO headquarters in Aberdeen, Wash-
ington by Klansmen, who joined with
a group called the ‘Better Business

Builders' opposed to unionizing efforts
there.

“# The burning of crosses in front of
homes and meeting halls in South
Carolina where the CIO's Textile
Workers Organizing Committee was
attempting to unionize textile mills
there and the flogging of union organ-
1ZETs.

“# The beating of union organizers
for the Steelworkers Organizing Com-
mittee in Holt, Alabama on the eve of a
repregentation election at Tennessee
Coal, Iron and Railroad Co.”

Longshore

The following is the text of a policy
statement adopted last November by
the International Executive Board of
the International Longshoremen’s and
Warehousemen's Union (ILWU):

“The Ku Klux Klan-Nazi Party
murder of five demonstrators No-
vember 3 in Greensboro, North Carol-
ina is a sickening and shocking re-
minder of the continued activity of
organizations whose purposes are the
advocacy of white supremacy, the
preaching of racial hatred, and engag-
ing in racist terrorism.

“The Klan and the Nazi Party have
a special place in American life as the
most brutal enforcers of repression.
While they have directed their greatest
hatred against Blacks, Catholics,
Jews, trade unionists, and political
aclivists, many others have suffered at
the hands of these lawless, homicidal
maniucs.

“Those guilty of conspiring and car-
rying out the cold-blooded assassina-
tions in Greensboro must be brought to
justice and punished to the fullest
extent of the law. The International
Executive Board urges all workers and
their unions to keep a close eye on
events in MNorth Carolina related to
these killings to see that justice is
done.

“We also reaffirm our total opposi-
tion to and contempt for the KKK and
the Nazi Party, and everything that
they advocrate and represent.”

Hospital Workers

The January 1980 issue of 17199
News, official publication of the Na-
tional Union of Hospital and Health
Care Employees, reports that the un-
ion's executive council was urging
members “to unite against the bigotry
and violence that the Klan represents.”

The executive council adopted a
statement calling for vigorous prosecu-
tion of the fourteen Klansmen indicted
for killing the five anti-Klan demon-
strators last November in Greenshoro,

The statement concluded: “The bru-
tality of the Klan has been directed
aver the years at Jews, Catholics, and
trade unionists as well as hblacks,
These groups have a common interest
in condemning blind prejudice. We
urge our members to increase their
united wvigilance against the bigotry
that characterizes the Klan mentality.
There i no place in American life
either for the Ku Klux Klan or for the
hatred and violence it represents.”



New moods of struggle in South

SWP ballot drive big success in N. Carolina

By Rebecca Finch
and Holbrook Mahn

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.—In just
thirteen days, socialist campaigners
collected 18,744 signatures, nearly dou-
ble the 10,000 reguirement to place the
Socialist Workers Parly on the North
Carolina ballot in 1850,

The success of this effort is an impor-
tant wvictory for working people in
North Carolina. It confirms that work-
ers in the South, as elsewhere, are
looking for new ways to fight the
government's drive against their living
standard. And they are more open to
socialist ideas than ever before,

Socialist campaign supporters
around the country were inspired by
this perspective. Forty-two came, some
from as far as the Iron Range in
northern Minnesota, to help campaign
here.

SWP presidential candidate Andrew
Pulley flew in to help in the second
week of the drive. He was filmed by
four television stations as he petitioned
in Raleigh and Winstonalem.

Petitioning teams on campuses In
Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill, and
Charlotte found strong resistance to
Carter's moves to reinstate the draft.

“We're the candidates who are
against the draft,” one petitioner ex-
plained as he asked students to sign.
One student at the University of North
Carolina in Charlotte had hung a
banner out of his dormitory window. It
said, “Stop this war before it starts.”
He signed to put the SWP on the ballot.

Won new supporters

This ballot drive has helped estab-
lish the Socialist Workers Party in
North Carolina and has won new
supporters for the socialist candidates
and their ideas.

More than twenty-five people gave
their names to petitioners to volunteer
to campaign.

The coordinator of a local antinu-
clear group invited the socialists to
have a speaker at their upcoming meet-
ing.

A professor of public administration
at North Carnlina Central University,
a Black campus in Durham, invited
SWP gubernatorial candidate Douglas
Cooper to speak in his class.

At the University of North Carolina
in Charlotte, a student member of the
campus newspaper staff volunteered to

-

Letter from
N.C. worker

Following is a letter received
by the Pulley-Zimmermann
campaign office from one of the
many people who met the SWP
for the first time through the
North Carolina petitioning ef-
fort:

Socialist Workers Campaign,

My daughter and I were at North
East Shopping Center this after-
noon and one of your young men
wanted us to sign a paper. My
daughter signed but I told them I
wanted to read the literature first.
So I got a pamphlet and I just read
it.

I am unable to work. I don't have
any money. But if you'll send me a
bunch of pamphlets I will pass
them out to all my friends. And
could I hiave a sample Militant
weekly newspaper 8o I can show it
around. I would appreciate it.

P.S. I am interested in the SWP,
as some of my children are workers
and I am a poor person, but 1 have
a lot of working friends. As soon as
my daughter heard you were for
working people she signed.
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Matlide Zimmermann, SWP candidate for vice-president,

takes

MNorth Carolinians learned of socialist campaign in course of ballot effort.

set up socialist literature tables on
CAMpUs.

Some of those who contacted the
SWP helped collect signatures. “I was
really impressed by the way the SWP
was carrying out the petitioning
drive,” said Erick Lowe, a native of
Winston-Salem. “And I was inspired
by the way the party is fighting for
democratic rights.”

Lowe learned about the drive from
the television coverage of a January 3
press conference announcing the par-
ty's plans to get on the ballot. He came
to the socialist campaign office the
next day to see how he could help out
and has been petitioning all day, every
day, since.

Lowe is now the newest member of
the Piedmont Young Socialist Alliance.
He is part of a team of socialist cam-
paigners who are now traveling
throughout the Piedmont publicizing
the February 2 Greensboro demonstra-
tion against Klan and Nazi violence.

Anti-Klan action

Throughout the petitioning effort,
socialist campaigners talked to eve
ryvone they could about the February 2
march.

Petitioners found that many North
Carolinians were inspired to see people
standing up to the Klan and protesting
the government's inaction against the
right-wing thugs.

The North Carclina drive was a big
challenge—especially since the Social-
ist Workers Party had never petitioned
here hefore, Jeff Miller, SWP candidate
for Congress in the Fifth Congres-
sional District, explained that “careful
planning was the key to the drive's
success. We wanted to make sure that
the petitioners, all of whom put out a
big effort, weren't faced with any un-
necessary obhstacles.”

How drive was organized

MNorth Carolina, like many states,
doesn’t have many places with large
concentrations of people. So finding
petitioning sites was an important part
of the preparation. Several members of
the campaign committee were respon-
sible for mapping out key petitioning
sites throughout the state,

“We petitioned on campuses, on
street corners, and outside the huge
R.J. Reynolds tobacco plant gate,”
Miller explained. “And when the rain
started to pour down, we petitioned in
the neighborhoods door to door.”

The drive was organized to be com-
pleted in as short a time as possible.

“This was important,” Miller said.
“By organizing a short drive, and at
the same time not overprojecting what
was possible to collect day to day, we
were able to focus all our energy on
petitioning and inspire those who par-
ticipated to put out an extra effort.
Everyone knew the daily goal and saw
by the charts in the campaign head-
guarters where we stood. This helped
us stay on schedule if problems arose.”

Full time petitioners—mostly laid-off
workers—collected the bulk of the sig-
natures. And a crew of employved in-
dustrial workers, who petitioned before
or after work, made a substantial
contribution to the collective goal.

Steve Craine, an assembler at Bin-
nings Building Products, explained, “1
work forty hours a week and travel an
hour and a half a day. So I really had
to organize my time around the two
hours of petitioning 1 did every day.
Since I work second shift T did my
petitioning in the morning at shopping
centers. So I was still able to collect a
lot of signatures.”

Friendly response

While of course not everyone who
was approached signed the petitions,
the response was overwhelmingly
friendly. And the socialist cam-
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time out from petitioning to talk to press. Thousands of

paigners encountered no right-wing
harassment.

Joan Levitt, a full-time petitioner
who had never petitioned before, col-
lected the most signatures in the drive,
She said, “The response that we got
from people here made the petitioning
easy. You could really see the impact
we made. People saw us downtown, at
shopping centers, on campus, going
door to door, and outside of churches.
They would say, ‘You socialists are
everywhere,”"”

Levitt explained that the two classes
the campaign organized for petitioners
on southern labor helped put the ballot
drive in perspective,

“lI saw that our ballot drive was
really a part of the political life of
North Carolina. It's part of the fight
against the Klan and for the right to
organize unions.”

The petitioning campaign got a spe-
cial boost from extensive coverage in
the media, After Matilde Zimmer-
mann, the SWP vice-presidential can-
didate, was seen petitioning on three
different television stations, people
would come up to petitioners and say,
“Are you the socialists 1 saw on TV?
Sure, I'll sign for you.”

The North Carolina drive has intro-
duced thousands of people to socialist
ideas. And it gives working people here
a real choice in the 1980 elections.
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UAW women demand rights

By Bruce Lesnick

night went on. As each group would

Battle for ERA heatmg up in Missouri

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo, —The 1980
fight for ratification of the Egual
Righta Amendment in Missouri opened
with a bang January 15. Nearly 1,000
supporters and opponents of the ERA
converged on the state capitol here to
participate in a hearing called by the
Missouri Senate Constitutional
Amendments Committee.

Groups began descending on the
capital early in the day for the evening
hearing. First to arrive were opponents
of the ERA, led by Stop ERA, who held
a rally and prayer meeting in the
capitol rotunda.

But ag the time for the hearings grew
closer, the number of anti-ERA forces
dwindled and the ranks of ERA sup-
porters swelled.

Spearheading the arrival of pro-ERA
forces were two busloads of United
Auto Waorkers from St. Louis and Kan-
sas City. The sixty-five UAW members
fanned out through the capitol to coun-
ter the presence of Stop ERA forces.

Members of the UAW and of the
Coalition of Labor Union Women
posted signs on railings, columns, and

walls reading: “UAW/CLUW for
ERA."
Inside the hearing chamber it

seemed at times like a rally. The Stop
ERA forces would cheer when one of
their banners was unfurled, but they
were drowned out by chants of “Hey,
Hey, What do you say, Ratify the
ERA!" Huge cheers greeted the raising
of pro-ERA banners from the Grey
Panthers, Unitarian Church, and Na-
tional Organization for Women
(NOW). .

By the start of the hearing, the pro-
ERA forces outnumbered the opposi-
tion by nearly three to one.

Testimony in support of the ERA
waeg presented by a broad range of
labor, civil rights, religious, and aca-
demic figures.

Margaret Bush Wilson, chair of the
national board of directors of the
NAACP, offered testimony on the
ERA's importance for Black women.
“Black women have it the worst,” she
explained, in terms of wages, layoffs,
and unemployment.

“When you deny the rights of one
segment of labor, you deny the rights
of the whole of labor,” stated Daniel
McVey, executive treasurer of the Mis-
souri AFL-CIO,

Joan Krauskopf, professor of law at
the University of Missouri-Columbia,
cited polls and studies showing that
the majority of Americans and Mis-
sourians back the ERA.

Other speakers urging ratification of
the amendment included Bishop Mi-
chael McAuliffe, Mary Ann Sedey of

Anti-ERA
rally in Va.

In the wake of the successful
labor march for the Equal Rights
Amendment of more than 5,000
people held in Richmond, Virginia,
January 13, opponents of the ERA
attempted to rally their forces on
January 17.

The result? According to Militant
correspondent Jon Hillson, the
anti-ERA forces could muster only
about 700 people for their Rich-
mond rally.

The demonstration was spon-
sored by the Virginia State Steer-
ing Committee to Stop. the Equal
Rights Amendment. Literature
from Phyllis Schlafly's Stop ERA,
as well as the racist, anti-union
John Birch Society, was in abun.
dance,
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the Missouri ERA Coalition,
Charles Curry, a former judge.

Speaking against the ERA were
Phyllis Schlafly, national chair of Stop
ERA; Norma Tracy of the Missouri
Citizens Council, organized by the
Mormon Church; and Jules Gerard, a
law professor at Washington Univer-
sity. Three anti-abortion groups had
representatives testifyving, and a re-
tired U.S. Army brigadier general also
opposed the ERA,

After each side had presented its
scheduled speakers, the remaining
time was given to speakers from the
floor.

Martha Pettit, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for 1J.8. Senate in
Missouri, addressed the hearing, em-
phasizing the support of working peo-
ple for the ERA. A member of UAW
Local 93 in Kansas City, Pettit also
spoke about the successful labor march
for the ERA in Richmond, Virginia, on
January 13.

The hearing here was different than
previous legislative sessions on the
ERA held in Missouri. What made it so
was not just the size of the crowd or
the relative proportion of “pro-" to
“anti-" ERA forces, but the participa-
tion of organized labor.

Since the backing given by women's
groups, especially NOW, to the success-
ful effort to defeat the 1978 “right to
work"” referendum in Missouri, there
has been a strengthening of ties be-
tween the women's and labor move-
ments in this state. For example, the
sgtate Community Action Program
Council of the UAW decided last De-
cember to make ratification of the ERA
in Missouri one of its highest priorities.

As the ERA debate heals up and as
future actions are given greater ad-
vance preparation, there will be even
more opportunity for labor to unite
with women's organizations to win
ratification of the ERA in Missouri.

and

ERA uppurturs d c.api'lul rotunda In Jetferson City.

By Diane Groth

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—The at-
mosphere at the statehouse here on
January 15, the day of the Equal
Rights Amendment hearing, was
tense. You could tell from the feeling in
the air that a battle was going on.

Members of the United Auto Workers
arrived early in the day. We had come
to talk to legislators before the hearing
began and to position ourselves by the
railing directly above the table of the
Senate's Constitutional Amendments
Committee, which had called the hear-
ing.

We hoped to hold onte this space
until a hig ERA banner arrived to be
placed there. So we brought chairs and
sat down.

The Stop ERA people tried to force
their way into this area—pushing and
shoving—but we held firm.

During the day we also organized
into groups of four to six to meet with
the legislators in our districts, al-
though it turned out that most were
“too busy" to see us.

While we were waiting for them, an
anti-ERA woman came up to a co-
worker of mine. She claimed that
women would lose out if the ERA were
passed.

“There comes a time in a woman's
life," she argued, “when she needs
protection and should be supported,”

“ERA,” she said, “would break up
the family.”

My co-worker, a Black UAW
member, responded that she was a
grandmother and had raised her whole
family while working.

“I've worked many a time next to a
white man who was making two dol-
lars an hour while I was making a
dollar. So don't tell me what the ERA
is about.” And she abruptly turned
around and walked away.

In the rotunda, where the hearing
took place, tension mounted as the

unfurl its own banners over the rail-
ings or onto the walls, cheers would
burst out from different parts of the
jammed balcony.

Stop ERA forces cheered as a banner
entitled “Missouri does not want ERA"
was displayed. Everyone looked to see
whose it was, and a loud “boo™ eman-
ated spontanecusly from the crowd.

The biggest cheer occurred when
ERA supporters unraveled a banner
and placed it in the spot reserved by
AW members. It read: “ERA Now.
Show Me Equality. Missouri National
Organization for Women."”

Autn workers were excited about how
many union members came to join
with other ERA supporters. One bus
each came from St. Louis and Kansas
City, organized by the UAW Commun-
ity Action Program Couneil,

Most women in the St. Louis bus
were from the newly formed UAW
CAP Women's Committee. AL our first
meeting we had decided to send buses
to the hearing to show our support for
ERA.

One member later suggested that we
get all the laid-off auto wokers in our
area here next time. Nineteen thou-
sand auto workers are currently laid
off in the St. Louis area alone.

At the hearing, Stop ERA head
Phyllis Schlafly argued that “"ERA is
not what the American people want.
ERA is a slogan whose time has
passed, It doesn't belong in the Conasti-
tution.”

Schlafly is dead wrong.

ERA is what the working people of
this couniry want. You could see it in
the fighting spirit of our wunion
members who came to the capital on
January 15. You could see that for us
ERA i1z a demand for equality whose
time is now.

Bulletin

January 30—Although voted out
of committee subsequent to the
January 15 hearings in Jefferson
City, the Equal Rights Amendment
was withdrawn today from the
Missouri Senate by its Democratic
Party sponsors.

The Democrats justified this stab
in the back by saying there were
insufficient votes for passage.

Unless the ERA can be reintro-
duced in the Senate, Missouri ratifi-
cation is ruled out this year.

Bay Area CLUW, NOW: ERA, yes!

By Ruth Cheney

SAN FRANCISCO—More than 250
people braved one of the Bay Area's
worst storms to attend a rally for the
Equal Rights Amendment here Janu-
ary 11. The rally was organized by the
Bay Area chapters of the Coalition of
Labor Union Women (CLUW) and the
MNational Organization for Women
(NOW).

Endorsed by four labor councils and
more than ninety unions, the meeting
was held in solidarity with the Janu-
ary 13 labor march for the ERA in
Richmond, Virginia (see last week's
Militant). A NOW activist on her way
to the Richmond demonstration was
presented here with thousands of sig-
natures in support of ERA ratification
in Virginia.

John Henning, secretary-treasurer of
the California Labor Federation, spoke
enthusiastically to the crowd about the
added muscle women are bringing to
the labor movement in terms of

numbers and their political fight for
equal rights.

NOW state coordinator Karen Peters
welcomed the unionists present and
said it would take the combined power
of the labor and women's movement to
achieve ERA ratification.

When Cheron Dudley, vice-president
of United Transportation Union Local
31 spoke, some twenty rail workers in
the audience cheered and held up signs
hailing the ERA and women’s growing
presence in the rail yards.

Other speakers were Jeannine Whit-
low, United Steelworkers; Chuck
Mack, Teamsters; Walter Johnson, De-
partment Store Employees; and actress
Joan Hackett, The rally was chaired
by CLUW and NOW chapter presi-
dents.

CLUW activists were especially
pleased with the meeting, which
helped them to build their chapters
throughout the Bay Area and demon-
strated the key role CLUW can play in
the labor movement.

Militanl/'Susan Muysanberg
Rail contingent holds up signs at rally.



Chicago school teachers: ‘no pay, no work’

CHICAGO—In bitter cold weather,
4,000 teachers marched and rallied
here on Monday, January 28, to de-
nounce city officials and what Chicago
Teachers Union President Robert Hea-
ley called the “bloodsuckers.”

The bloodsuckers are the banks,
whose demands for exorbitant interest
payments have thrown Chicago into
its worst financial crisis since the de-
pression.

Holding Chicago’s school children—
a majority of whom are Black and
Latino—as hostages, Continental
Bank and First National Bank here,
along with New York banks, have
refused to help finance the school
system until the school board cuts $60
million from its budget.

Chicago school teachers and other
school employees have not been paid
in over two weeks and have had three
payless paydays since last December.

Teachers voted overwhelmingly to
stay off the job beginning January 28
until they are paid in full. Less than 4
percent of teachers and 7 percent of
students showed up at schools on Mon-
day.

The CTU is also demanding no more
teacher layoffs and maintenance of the

full thirty-nine-week school year.

So far the school board, in com-
pliance with bank demands, has cut
$55.6 million from the budget. This
means the layoff of 1,718 teachers and
560 teacher aides.

For the banks, however, this is not
enough. They demand the full $60
million in cuts by February 1 and
another $160-200 million cutback next
year.

Healey charged at the rally that
under the plan worked out between
school officials, Mayor Jane Byrne,
Gov. James Thompson, and the banks,
the latter would collect $90 million in
interest to finance the schools through
April. There is no legal basis, he said,
for the interest rates the bankers are
demanding.

Lee Artz, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for U.S. Senate, endorsed
the Monday rally in a statement sup-
porting Chicago’s teachers. Artz, a
member of Steelworkers Local 1527,
urged the entire labor movement to
back the teachers in their demands.

“The union movement should launch
a solidarity campaign with the CTU.
This could become the focus of a fight
against all the cutbacks and the gen-

eral assault on the rights and living
standards of all working people. This
solidarity campaign could also build
an alliance with the Black and Latino
communities, which will be hardest hit
by the cutbacks.”

Artz proposed “a moratorium on
interest payments to the banks to
make this money available for the
schools.”

The banks, Artz said, are given
priority over working people because
Democratic and Republican officials
like Byrne and Thompson “represent
the interests of the banks and big
corporations.”

The fight against the cutbacks is a
political fight, Artz pointed out. To be
effective in this fight, the labor move-
ment needs its own party—a labor
party.

Representing the majority of the
people of Chicago, a labor party could
wage a successful fight against cut-
backs in education and demand an
expansion of all social services.
“This,” the SWP candidate said,
the strategy needed to defeat the racist,
anti-labor drive of the Democratic and
Republican parties.”

UAW strikers flght Chryslerjstyle takebacks

By Tony Dutrow

DETROIT—As of 6 p.m., January
15, 10,000 Budd Company workers
were on strike nationwide.

Budd, a German-owned company
since 1978, is a major auto parts manu-
facturer covered by the Independent
Parts and Suppliers department of the
United Auto Workers. The company’s
world headquarters is in Troy, Michi-
gan.

This is the first nationwide strike
against Budd in twenty-two years. The
workers are calling it a lockout. Since
the November 2 opening of bargaining,
the company has submitted only one
proposal—one modeled after the
Chrysler takeaway agreement.

Budd plants are shut down in Ash-
land and Frankfort, Ohio; Philadel-
phia and Red Lion, Pennsylvania; and
Gary, Indiana. In this area, 2,100
workers are on strike in Detroit and
300 in Clinton, Michigan.

Budd is part of the general assault
on auto workers—widespread unem-
ployment, plant shutdowns, irregular
work schedules, and company take-
back demands. Also on strike are more
than 35,000 members of the UAW at
International Harvester, now in the
third month of their walkout, That
farm equipment company is trying to
eliminate a ban on forced overtime
won years ago by Harvester workers.

The attack on Budd workers is di-
rectly based on the Chrysler “survival”
swindle, which thus far has extorted
$400 million-plus from Chrysler work-
ers’ future paychecks. Budd is surely
only the first company that will try to
use the Chrysler settlement as a pat-
tern to rip off its workers.

Budd is proposing cutting eight paid
personal holidays from the number
negotiated for General Motors and
Ford workers. The company wants
wage increases in the second and third
yvear of the contract deferred three
months, as well as a delay for pension
raises.

Further, it is demanding that twen-
ty-four cents of the cost-of-living in-
crease be given back to the company to
pay for pensions, in comparison with
fourteen cents in the Ford and GM
contracts.

It wants probationary workers to
take a seventy-cent an hour cut, while
the Big Two contracts specify sixty
cents,
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UAW members plcket Budd hlant Iin Detroit

Workers on the picket line in Detroit
view the strike as a lockout. For exam-
ple, on cue from company negotiators
many believe, plant management
turned out the lights and sent after-
noon shift workers home after a couple
hours without any prior notice.

Strikers say that layoff slips were
coming down every day before Jan-
uary 15, and inventories were piled to
the roof due to the plant closing by
Ford and Chrysler. In turn, Ford is
now blaming its extended assembly
plant shutdowns across the country on
the Budd strike.

Budd picketers report that supervi-
sors crossing the picket line are load-
ing so-called hot jobs onto rail cars
bound for the Dearborn assembly
plant. Rail workers servicing the plant
refused to cross the line, forcing rail
supervisors to switch the cars under
police escort.

Spirits are high on the picket lines
here. At least thirty workers on two-
hour shifts are huddled around empty
oil drums with plenty of firewood to
keep them warm while picketing the
three gates.

UAW Local 212 at Chrysler Mack
Stamping plant is providing its hall,
across the street from the Budd plant,
as a strike center. At the hall, strikers
sign up for picket duty, and picketers
can get warm and have a cup of coffee.

Budd workers are fighting back.
They deserve a lot more such solidarity
from auto workers and all unionists,
The stakes are high.

Detroit

By Elizabeth Ziers

DETROIT—dJoseph Toomer, who has
worked at Budd Wheel here since 1948,
believes “the Chrysler deal encouraged
Budd to shove a bad contract down our
throats. Budd is certainly not in any
financial trouble.”

As Toomer and others walked the
picket line here, supervisors were going
in and out of the gate. What really
riled J.J. Robinson was that the loaded
trains were going out of one of the
gates with a police escort.

“They claim they have an injunc-
tion,” said Robinson. “I don’t know
about any injunction. It’s ridiculous.
The UAW doesn’t interfere with the
police. Why do they have to interfere
with the UAW?”

While Robinson was talking, picket-
er Jim Twomey was yelling, “Misera-
ble scab!” at a supervisor driving
through- the gate. “Hell, down at Gate
2 they had two cop cars, a Pinkerton
guard, and Budd security while rail-
road top brass were moving the trains
in and out,” Twomey said.

“This strike is going to be a long
one,” he went on, “because they're
trying to break the union. They have
plenty of stock piled up, and the orders
from the auto plants are down. They’re
going to try to starve us out.”

There was some discussion about
whether Budd was making any money
now. “They’re making profits,” said
Gil Roberts. “They’re not making as
many as they want, that’s all. They
dragged their feet until the contract

expired so the union would have to
strike. It's what you'd call an old
capitalist trick.”

Over at strike headquarters, some
strikers were talking angrily about a
law that prevents other laid-off work-
ers, even Budd workers, from walking
the picket lines with them. So-called
participation in a strike cancels a
worker’s right to unemployment bene-
fits.

Philadelphia

By John Werntz

PHILADELPHIA—Five thousand
auto workers at two Budd plants are
on strike here.

Thyssen A.G., the West German firm
that owns Budd, recently fought the
German Metal Workers Union in a
bitter seventeen-week strike.

“They’re taking a hard line against
us, too,” explained one picket, “but
they've never come up against the
United Auto Workers before.”

“Last night we saw the foreman
finish loading two rail cars,” said
another as he pointed through the
padlocked iron gates. As most material
moves in and out by rail, it is vital to
the strikers that the Conrail train
crews, members of the United Trans-
portation Union, honor their picket
lines.

UAW Local 92 President Bill Hill,
from the Red Lion Road plant in
northeast Philadelphia, sees no prob-
lem, saying that “traditionally, the
UTU members have been good union
brothers and sisters.”

Budd is out to exhaust the UAW
ranks. In a calculated move, the com-
pany called back 600 workers from
layoff two days before the contract
expired. Pennsylvania law denies
these workers unemployment benefits
while on strike. Many of the 600 went
from $160 a week unemployment bene-
fits to $150 a week strike benefits.

The recalled workers, explained Lo-
cal 813 President Henry Gryn, from the
Hunting Park Avenue plant, “were put
on jobs that were not ready to run, the
material wasn’t there, there was no
effort to get the jobs running.”

A Black unionist on the picket line
says, “Budd needs us to start tooling
up for the 1981 model soon. If they
wait too long, they're going to lose
their contracts with Ford and General
Motors. As long as we all stick togeth-
er, we can win.”
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D.C. meeting boosts Apr

By Dick Roberts

WASHINGTON—Antinuclear acti-
vists from around the country met here
January 26-27 to push forward plans
for the April 26 March on Washington
for a Non-Nuclear World.

They came from Texas and the Da-
kotas, from a number of midwestern
states, and from most of the East
Coast, Shirts, buttons, and brochures
promoting the action were taken up in
quantities, The more than one hundred
participants were eager to go back to
the regions and build the April protest.

The gathering was an open coordi-
nating committee meeting of the na-
tional Coalition for a Non-Nuclear
World.

Extenszive discussion on the organi-
zational structure of the coalition gave
the go-ahead to the Washington staff
and task forces for an all-out campaign
to build the march.

Stepped-up war-mongering propa-
ganda by the Carter administration,
the attempt to reimpose the draft, and
recent developments concerning nu-
clear energy itself all lent a sense of
urgency to the meeting.

On January 24 a Nuclear Regulatory
Commission-sponsored  investigation
of Three Mile Island had released its
report that the accident actually came
within thirty to sixly minutes of a
catastrophic core meltdown,

Headed by Washington lawyer Mit-
chell Rogovin, this new Three Mile
Island report declared that the NRC
“is incapable, in its present configura-
tion, of managing a comprehensive
national safety program for existing

nuclear power plants adequate to en-
sure public health and safety.” =
Only a few davs earlier an earth-
quake had rippled through the Liver-
maore, California, nuclear power facil-
ity and laboratory with still unknown
effect. Some 500 pounds of plutonium
are stored at Livermore for the develop-
ment of nuclear missiles and bombhs.

Cold war

"Cold war has been declared by our
country,” Vera Williams of the New
York War Resisters League told the
coalition meeting. “Washington intro-
duced naval fleets into the Persian
Gulf, Carter threatened atomic war,
they are developing new first-strike
nuclear weaponry and they threaten to
reintroduce the draft. All of these ques-
tions will be focused on in the April
actions.”

“We want the largest demonstration
to take place that has ever been held in
the antinuclear movement,” said Mary
Roe, a leader of the Lone Star Alliance
of Texas,

Under the urging of Jerry Gordon,
the meeting voted to send a letter to
trade unionistz all over the country
asking them to endorse and take part
in the April 26 march, Gordon is execu-
tive assistant to the director of Region
2 of the United Food and Commercial
Workers Union.

Trade union locals in Washington
and New York are working in the
national coalition and it has been
endorsed by William Winpisinger, pres-
ident of the International Association
of Machinists.

Together with a similarly successful

Nuclear workers honor

By Nelson Gonzalez

BOSTON—One hundred and fifty
members of Laborers International
Union Local 721 refused on January 17
to cross an informational picket line of
the Pilgrim Alliance and Clamshell
Alliance, antinuclear groups in New
England.

The maintenance workers are part of
a fourteen-week refueling team at the
controversial Pilgrim I nuclear plant
in Plymouth, Massachusetts.

They have economic and safety
grievances against the Boston Edizon
Company, which runs Pilgrim 1.

According to the Boston Globe, the
laborers find especially galling the
discriminatory practices in assigning
jobs in “hot"” radioactively contamina-
ted areas.

“When a place is hot we can do
boilermakers and pipefitters work,”
one laborer said. “But when the place
is cool then suddenly it's a skilled job.
Even when we're changing a light bulb
it’s okay when the area’s hot, but when
it's a cool area the electricians claim

the job."

When asked by the Globe about their
relationship to the Pilgrim Alliance
picket line, the laborers explained they
did not agree with all the sentiments of
the protesters, but went along with the
protesters’ denunciation of Boston Edi-
son as a place where “the workers
pay!" as a placard carried by the
demonstrators said.

After honoring the picket line Thurs.
day morning, 62 of the 150 were laid
off that afternoon. When the workers

| New from Pathfinder: a weapon in
the mnti-nuclear fight

What are the dangers of nuclear
radiation? What caused the Three
Mile Island nuclear accident? What
are the alternatives to nuclear
power? This pamphlet answers
these and other questions about the
problems and dangers of nuclear
powaer.

Also included is a statement
“What We Can Do To End Nuclear
Power” by Andrew Pulley, Socialist
Woaorkers Party candidate for presi-
dent.

40 pp., $.95

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410
West St, New York, MN.Y. 10014.
Enclose §.75 for postage.

meeting of western states antinuclear
activists in OQakland, California, the
previous weekend, this gathering
showed that organizations the length
and breadth of the land are gearing up
for a massive show of opposition to
nuclear energy three months from
now.

A leaflet listing those already taking
part in Coalition for a Non-Nuclear
World activities shows 64 national
organizations and 142 local and re-
gional organizations in thirty-nine
states and three provinces of Canada.

These groups include political, trade
union, student, religious, pacifist, femi-
nist, Black, and Native American or-
ganizations in addition to the environ-
mental and antinuclear alliances
which form the nucleus of the coali-
tion.

Also  addressing the Washington
meeting was a spokesperson of the
Downwind Alliance in Windsor, Onta-
rio. The alliance got its name from the
fact that Windsor is downwind from
the Fermi I plant near Detroit that had
a nearly disastrous partial meltdown
in 1966,

Ontario-wide demonstrations are
planned for April 26 in Toronto. The
same day, a conference exposing the
dangers of uranium mining is planned
for British Columbia.

An enthusiastic welcome was given
as well to members of the Three Mile
Island March 28 Coalition. On March
28-30, the first anniversary of the
accident, demonstrations are planned
in Harrisburg and at Three Mile Island
to close down this nuclear facility for
god. Those who cannot attend these

picket line

heard about these layoffs the rest of
the 150 refused to work also.

Louis Palavanchi, business agent for
the Laborers union, explained, “It's
unacceptable to us that the company
will decide who can work and who
can't.,”

He continued, “Under the constitu- .

tion everyone has a right to respect a
picket line. It was totally irresponsible
for Boston Edison Company to do this,
It makes wyou believe there is more
truth to the Clamshell Alliance than
people realize.”

On the next day, two White Fuel
trucks, driven by members of Teams-
ters Local 25, also honored the picket
line and refused to deliver oil to the
plant.

An agreement was reached over the
following weekend between the Labo-
rers international and the company.
The workers agreed to return to work
and the company promised no retalia-
tion.

Despite the agreement, twenty of the
laborers were laid off Monday, Jan-
uary 21, and another twenty on Tues-
day, according to Palavanchi.

In a telephone interview with the
Militant January 23 Palavanchi ex-
plained that the company pays no
attention to OQccupational Safety and
Health Administration regulations
and that it is an extremely unsafe
place for anyone to work. In the past
few days while workers were out there
were six undetected incidents of fires,
according to Palavanchi.

“If you complain, you're laid off,” he
said.

In discussing last year's antinuclear
demonstration at the Pilgrim plant,
Palavanchi felt the members are a lot
more aware today than they were a
year ago.

As a result, “there 18 a lot of fear and
uncertainty about the dangers of nu-
clear power.”

He said, “Ninety percent of the work-
ers at the plant would not be working
there if they could find jobs somewhere
elge.”

activities were urged to hold protests
and wear armbands in their own com-
munities. These events can help pave
the way for the April 26-28 demonstra-
tions.

Five demands
Besides the Saturday march and
rally April 26, a nonviolent civil dis-
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obedience activity is planned at the
Department of Energy April 28. A
week of congressional lobbying is also
being planned. The Saturday demon-
stration will feature musical groups at
four sound stages in addition to politi-
cal speakers.

These Washington activities center
around five coalition demands: Stop

Nuclear Power; Zero Nuclear Weapons;
Safe Energy; Full Employment; and
Honor Native American Treaties.

A sixth demand, to Stop the Draft,
was suggested by a number of partici-
pants. Following coalition procedures,
the proposal will go back to regional
bodies for discussion. It will then be
acted on at the next coordinating com-
mittee meeting scheduled for the week-
end of March 2.3 in Washington.

The prospect of a national antinu-
clear, antidraft march on Washington
this spring is one that will surely
capture the imagination of tens of
thousands of young students and
workers.

Coal

There was some discussion about
where the perspective of coal as an
immediate alternative to nuclear
energy should fit in with coalition
activities. The proposed letter to trade

1 26 antinuclear march

unionists read at the meeting by Jerry
Gordon said in part:

“We know that a cheap and alter-
nate source of energy already exists in
immediate and almost inexhaustible
supply—coal. Technology is presently
available to mine and burn coal safely.
A longer term goal is the development
of other safe energy sources—such as
gsolar, water, and wind, which would
provide more jobs than nuclear power
does.”

But a laver of activists from the
environmental and antinuclear move-
ment remains unconvinced that any
use of coal should be recommended.
They voted for sending out the letter
on the basis that various task forces
ghould have leeway to build the dem-
onstration in the way they think will
bring the greatest number of people to
Washington.

Reaching out to the millions of

Americans who have not yel taken
part in the antinuclear movement is
the top priority.

“From now on,” Ada Sanchez told
the Militant, “it's nitty-gritty, reaching
out to the media, and in every way
educating on a local level to explain to
everyone the nuclear danger and to
build April 26-28.”

T-shirts, buttons, and brochures for
April 26-28 are available from Coali-
tion for a Non-Nuclear World, 236
Massachusetts Avenue, N.E. #3508,
Washington, D.C. 20002. The T-shirts
are $5.00 individually, $4.00 for ten or
more; buttons, $.95 each; $.50 for fifty
or more; $.25 for 100 or more.

Three Mile Island armbands for
March 28-30 are available from the
March 28 Coalition, 1037 Maclay
Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17103: one dollar each or sixty cents
each for orders of fifty or more.

WASHINGTON — Simultaneous
with the US. national actions
against nuclear power and wea-
pons  April  26-28, international
demonstrations with the same de-
mands are planned for Canada,

Brazil, and eight European na-
tions.
In Europe, antinuclear forces

intend to march either on their own
capitols or the U.S. embassies in
Holland, Spain, the Basque region
of Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Lux-
emburg, England, West Germany,
and France,

Two of the people who played key
roles in helping to bring about this
plan for an unprecedented demon-
stration of international solidarity
are Ada Sanchez and Kitty Tucker,
who are also central leaders of the
U.S. Coalition for a Non-Nuclear
World. Both have traveled to Eur-
ope and spoken in a number of
countries about the antinuclear
movement.

“The desire of European activists
to build April 26-28 protesis was
greatly intensified by the imposi-
tion of the U.S. Pershing and
Cruise missiles on NATO that took
place in November,” Sanchez told
the Militant.

" International days of protest set
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Kitty Tucker (left) and Ada Sanchez

“This, coupled, with the stepping
up of LS. war moves, makes it all
the more important to launch an
international antinuclear cam-
paign.”

Tucker explained that the Euro-
pean groups wanted to use four of
the same demands the coalition 1s
advancing here: stopping nuclear
power, zero nuclear weapons, safe
energy and full employment.

The decision to undertake coordi-

nated international demonstra-
tions was made at the European-
wide International Coordination
Conference of the Antinuclear
Movement in Freiburg, West Ger-
many, January 18-20.

“There is much we can do to help
the international movement,”
Tucker said. She explained, for
example, that the British Official
Secrets Act makes it more difficult
for activists there to get data on
nuclear power and weapons that is
accessible in the United States.

Information on the international
movement can be gotten from the
World Information Service on
Energy (WISE), which publishes a
bimonthly magazine and regular
press releases. Subscriptions are
7.50 and can be obtained from 520
Butternut Street, N.W., Washing-
ton, D.C., 20012,

Tucker and Sanchez were both
leaders of the campaign to reveal
the truth about the murder of
Karen Silkwood, Since the Na-
tional No-Nuke Strategy Confer-
ence in Louisville in August 1978
they have been active in building
the national coalition and are now
full-time staff members in its
Washington office. —D.R.

..Livermore

Continued from back paga

sors last summer underlined the poten-
tial hazards.

Dr. John Gofman, one of the discov-
erers of plutonium and a former em-
ployee at Livermore, said plutonium
will ignite spontaneously in air. Geolo-
gist Robert Stolzman emphasized the
fact that the area around Livermore
has a number of active faults, some of
which may run under the lah,

John ‘Rutherford, a structural engi-
neer who had inspected Building 332
the day before the June hearings, said
that far from being impregnable,
Building 332 didn't meet state earth-
quake code requirements for schools
and hospitals. He documented this
assertion in detail,

A fact-finding team led by George
Johnson, Socialist Workers candidate
for U.S. Senate from California, went
to Livermore January 25 after the first
earthquake.

The laboratory itself was shut down
tight and the visitors center was closed
due to quake damage.

Almost evervone Johnson taked to
was worried about the possibility of a
new and more damaging earthquake.
Many, who had believed the official
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line about the safety of the region
before, now were considering moving.

Some of the destruction caused by
the quake included the Sunrise Mobile
Home park where 95 of 133 homes were
jarred from their foundations. Most of
the people living in the park were
elderly residents who had to be housed
in a Red Cross emergency evacuation
center. Few were covered by insurance,

At the Greenville Road overpass on
Interstate 580 there was a huge gap
where part of the highway had sunk
almost one foot,

A woman from the Safety ﬁllmnec
for the Valley Environment (SAVE)
told the Militant that she thought
there was definitely a credibility gap in
the information the laboratory was
willing to give oul on the accident.

She said, “It's scary because you just
don't know what’s going on. We should
at least bhe allowed information to
make our own decisions. A friend of
mine with two babies took off on
Thursday [the day of the first earth-
quake].

“I've lived here nine years, T'here
was an earthquake last August 6 about
two hours before the Hiroshima rally
and I thought about turning around
and going the other way. You really
feel threatened when something like
this happens—they should just shut
down the lab.”

George Johnson underlined that the
laburatory officials have been lying for
years that the nuclear facility is earth-
guake proof. .

“There are eighty-cight laboratories,
corporations, and military facilities
licensed to handle radicactive mate-
rials in the seven Bay Area counties,”
Johnson said. “Any one of them could
be sitting on an active fault and it's
just a matter of time before an earth-
quake big enough to cause a catastro-
phic nuclear accident comes along.

“We've had two warnings this week.
We should shut down these nuclear
reactors and research facilities imme-
diately.”
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Nicaragua leader describes literacy drive

900,000 will learn to read and write

The following article is hased on
an interview obtained with Octa-
vin Rivas, assistant minister of
education, in Managua January 3.

The literacy campaign is something
our people greatly need. We are going
to organize some 170,000 literacy bri-
gade members, but we actually need
more, We estimate that between
850,000 and 900,000 persons above the
age of ten do not know how to read. We
need on average one brigade member
for every four illiterates,

The human needs are very great,
and we are hoping for the help of
compafieros from around the world,
Cur problem is that we are undergoing
an unprecedented economic crisis. Ac-
cording to the report prepared by the
Latin American Economic Commis-
sion (CEPAL), a unit of the United
Nations, this crisis is without equal in
the history of any country in Latin
America.

Economic crisis

This iz a terrible crisis. We are a
small country, with a debt approach-
ing $1.8 billion. This is equivalent to
the debt held by some countries with
four times our population. That gives
you an idea of the scope of the prob-
lem.

In addition, 40 percent of our indus-
try lies in ruins, as well as 40 percent
of our commercial establishments,

In agriculture, in a crop as important
as cotton, only 30 percent was planted
last vear, which means a loss of mil-
lions of dollars at the very least.

We are not totally ruined. We can
reestablish agriculture in a year or
two. Rebuilding our industry will take
several years. But in agriculture, we
think the 1981 crops will be compara-
hle to those of 1978

In short, we don't have the means to
finance those who come to help. Every
dayv [ receive letters from all aver the
world, from Europe to Australia. We
say the same thing in reply to all of
them: “Great. Come help. We'll greet
you with open arma. But we can't
provide you with a single cordoba
while you're here.”

Cuban solidarity

The only possible solution is the one
that has been worked out with the
teacher compafieros from Cuba. Their
government, in a genuine gesture of
* human solidarity, has undertaken to
pay them during their stay here. We
have provided the only things our
country can offer—a roof over their
heads, food, and our great affection.

We are very interested in having
teaching compafieros come from a
number of ecountries. You are well
aware that reactionaries around the
world have violently criticized the pre-
sence of the Cubans. Here, of course, it
is a totally different story. The pea-
sants and the others who are benefit-
ing from Cuban solidarity have greet-
ed these compafieros with open arms.

But internationally, the reactiona-
ries have used their monopoly over the
media to proclaim that the Cubans
have come to spread their ideology.

This is a maneuver designed to harm
Nicaragua, to isolate us internation-
ally in the economic sphere and to
refuse us the aid that other countries
could easily provide. We want to ini-
tiate a counterattack, and are seeking
teachers from all over the world.

This is the real spirit of our revolu-
tion, which is a broad and democratic
revolution that is going to lead us
toward a different society, a structu-
rally different society. We don't hide
this; we aren't trying to fool anyone.
This 15 a revolution that is marching
toward socialism.

But we also say, and repeat over and
over, that the Nicaraguan people them-
selves are making this revolution. Here
reforms and changes are introduced
step by step, in accordance with the
degree to which the people attain the
necessary level of consciousness to
carry through these changes them-
selves.

Right to education

The literacy campaign that we are
going to carry out in the first year of
the revolution 15 a clear sign of the
demoeratic character of this revolu-
tion, for the weapon of knowledge is
going to enable each individual to
obtain an education, to be really free.

The right to education involves a
whole series of other rights that only
an educated person can enjoy—the
right to participate in politics, to orga-
nize, to give one's opinion, and so
forth.

In addition to the literacy campaign,
we are planning to provide an educa-
tion to more than 600,000 persons—
that is, twice the present school popu-
lation.

Imagine what that represents finan-
cially. The budget for education, the
second largest after the budget for
health ecare, will reach one billion
cordobas [US$100 million] this year—
three times what Somoza spent on
education.

The literacy campaign will wind up
dJuly 31. The following day regular

'Weapon of knowledge will enable each individual to be really free.'
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classes will begin again. We don’t
know where they will be held—under
the trees, in the factories, who knows
where—but this education will be pro-
vided.

Everyvone is astonished that all this
has already been planned for and
prepared. The Cubans launched their
literacy campaign two years after the
revolution. We are moving faster.

We began in August 1979, two weeks
after the victory over Somoza. All the
plans for education. were ready. All
that was necessary was getting rid of
the dictator.

On the Atlantic coast, people speak

and Misguite., So, there we will be
carrving out the literacy campaign in
three languayes.

This is all part of our culture, and we
are going to preserve and protect every
element of our culture. That means all
the songs, dances, and fables—the
entire oral culture—will be saved and
preserved,

In closing, I would like to appeal to
the teachers unions, to the trade
unions in general, to ask that they
donate an hour's pay in support of the
literacy campaign. That would be a
concrete way of assuring its success.

three
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languages—Spanish, English,

Solidarity

with
Nicaragual

Boston to host regional conference

Sonia de Chamorro will give a public talk on Friday, February 8, at the
Harvard Graduate School of Education. Chamorro, who is on tour in the
United States from February 4-14, is fund-raising director for Nicaragua’s
National Literacy Crusade. Her talk will begin at & p.m. at Gutman
Library, on Appian Way in Cambridge. That evening, at 7 p.m., the
Phillips Brooks House at Harvard Yard is hosting a fund-raising
reception for Chamorro.

The Boston Nicaragua Solidarity Committee is in the midst of a film
geries at Boston University to raise money for the literacy crusade. At two
showings of the first film, $300 was collected.

Then on February 23, the Boston University Free School, in conjunc.
tion with the solidarity committee, will hold a Northeast regional
conference in solidarity with Nicaragua. The keynote speaker at 11 a.m.
will be Hilde Sequeira, the Nicaraguan consul in Washington, D.C.
Saturday afternoon there will be a series of workshops on such topics as
literature and revolution, U.S. foreign policy in Latin America, and
building the Nicaraguan solidarity movement.

Speakers at the workshops will include Jonathan Kozol, author of
Children of Revolution, a book on the Cuban literacy drive; Howard Zin,
Boston University professor; Larry Simon, OXFAM-America, recently
returned from studying agrarian reform in Nicaragua; and Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology professor Martin Diskin,

The February 23 conference is scheduled for the College of Basic
Studies Auditorium at Boston University. For more information, call (617)
547-3810.

Chamorro to speak at Tulane in New Orleans

Sonia de Chamorro is scheduled to speak in New Orleans on Saturday,
February 9. The “Discussion on Nicaragua's Literacy Campaign” is
sponsored by the New Orleans Nicaragua Solidarity Organization and
the Tulane University Latin American Studies Department. It will be at 7
p.m. at Richardson Hall on the Tulane campus.

New Orleans activities during the February 17-23 week of national
golidarity include a requiem mass on February 21 and a February 24
public meeting sponsored by NONSO, where the slide show available
from the National Network in Solidarity with the Nicaraguan People will
be shown.

Chamorro's other tour stops are: Miami on February 4, Washington,
D.C. on February 5-6, New York City on February 7, Detroit on February
11-12, and San Francisco on February 13-14.

For more information, and to order the slide show and other solidarity
materials, contact the National Network at 1322 Eighteenth Street N.W |
Washington, D.C. 20036, (202) 223-2328,

Philadelphia group plans Feb. 29 rally

The Committee for a Free Nicaragua in Philadelphia plans a February
29 fund-raising rally at the Antioch College Extension, 401 North Broad
Street at 8 p.m. The event will feature speakers, entertainment, and the
slide show available from the National Network in Solidarity with the
Nicaraguan People,

100 attend Milwaukee meeting

The Milwaukee Coalition to Aid Nicaraguan Democracy held its first
public meeting January 24 at the Esperanza Unida, a Latino community
center. Nearly 100 people turned out to hear Father Jim Kileman, who
just returned from Nicaragua, and Father Peter Marchetti, who has
accepted an invitation to visit Nicaragua to help with its agrarian reform
program.

Also speaking was Berta Zamudia, assistant editor of La Guardia, the
largest Spanish-language paper in Milwaukee.

A collection netted $200, and sevenly people signed up to be informed of
future activities.

Compiled by Nancy Cole

From Intercontinental Press/Inprecor




Eyewitness in El Salvador

Massacre falls to |nt|m|dale Salvadorans

By Gerhard Miiller

SAN SALVADOR—I was among the
hundreds of people trapped in the
Metropolitan Cathedral after the mil-
itary carried out a massacre against
an enormous demonstration here Janu-
ary 22, '

Inspired by the recent formation of
the National Hevolutionary Coordinat-
ing Committee (CNR), which involves
the four main leftist organizations in
El Salvador, the LP-23, FAPU, BPR,
and UDN,* more than 200,000 persons
took to the streets on January 22 in the
first united demonstration convoked
by the four organizations.

Although right-wing terror groups
had vowed to stop the demonstration,
the demonstration was by far the
largest action held in El Salvador
during the more than fifty years this
country has been governed by military
juntas.

The protesters chanted “Nicaragua
won, El Salvador will win!"; “The
fascist military junta will die when the
revolution comes!"; “All power to the
workers and peasants!"; and “Long
live revolutionary unity!”

The demonsirators marched in a
completely peaceful demonstration
through the most important streets of
the capital.

The majority of the demonstrators
were San Salvador workers, peasants
who had come into the capital from the
countryside, as well as teachers, stu-
dents, slum dwellers, and market vend-
ors.

During the demonstration, a new
clandestine radio station, the Hevolu-
tionary People's Radio, broadcast for
almost two hours.

At about 1 p.m., when the FAPU

contingent was passing the National
Palace in the center of the capital,
MNational Guard troops opened fire
from the balconies of the palace, in-
stantly killing or wounding many per-
S0NS.

There 18 absolutely no doubt that the
massacre was started by the Salvade-
ran army. It was carried oul simultane-
ously from several locations, and ap-

"Thp February 28 People’'s Leagues, United
People’s Action Front, Revolutionary Peo-
ple’s Bloe, and Nationalist Democratic Un-
ion, the legal arm of the Salvadoran Com
munist Party.

o I-|_

More than 200,000 turned out for January 22 antigovernment demonsiration in San Salvador. .

parently the whole operation was
directed by officers in army helicopters
circling over the crowd.

When the shooting began, I was
standing on the roof of the Metropoli-
tan Cathedral, sixty meters away from
the National Palace.

Demonstrators  instantly  sought
cover wherever they could. More than
300 demonstrators managed to get into
the cathedral, which had been occu-
pied earlier by the FAPU.

For more than an hour the shooting
did not stop for one second. And for
more than five hours the cathedral was
surrounded by the army, which was
apparently cooperating with the right-
wing terror organizations ORDEN and
the White Warriors Unign (UGB).

The interior of the cathedral was a
nightmare. Bullets from the National
Guard's German-produced G-3 rifles
penetrated the windows and doors.

The bodies of slain peasanls lay on
the floor. Ten or more demonstrators
were wounded. Those of us inside
sought cover wherever possible.

Through the windows, one could see
bodies of murdered demonstrators scat-

Reports from Intercontinental
Press/Inprecor correspondents  in
Central America indicate that the
Salvadoran workers and peasants
are fighting back in response to the
January 22 massacre.

The following day, more than
150,000 workers in the cities and
countryside answered a CNR call for
a three-day strike.

On January 24, thousands defied
the threat of a new massacre and
held a funeral march in honor of
those who had been gunned down in
the big demonstration.

As the coffing were being lowered
into the ground, marchers chanted,
“Mo one can stop this revolution.”

The growing strength of the revo-
lutionary forces was clearly shown
in the massive march, the outcome
of the January 11 meeting that
established unity among the main
opposition groups.

Since that meeting, left-wing
groups and guerrilla organizations
have occupied dozens of churches
and schools, organized meetings in
working-class neighborhoods to ex-
plain the need for armed struggle
against the dictatorship, and, in at
least one neighborhood, repeatedly
set up barricades and provided mil-
itary training to the young people.

‘No one can stop this revolution’

While there have not yel been
large military confrontations, the
government over the past several
months has been evicting peasants
from land they have occupied all
over the country. In the north, sev-
eral hundred peasants have been
killed. In the cities, political and
trade-union leaders are being mur-
dered daily.

Meanwhile, the workers and pea-
sants of El Salvador are under at-
tack on the economic front as well.
The country is in a deep economic
crisisa, with many basic items of
consumption in short supply or un-
available.

Unemployment is rising steadily,
as local and foreign capitalists sab-
otage the economy. An estimated
$£100 million in capital was sent out
of the country in the last three
maonths of 1979 alone.

In an effort to appear to be doing
something to stop the flight of capi-
tal, the junta announced January 9
that it was nationalizing the Bank
of El Salvador, And in an attempt to
stem the rapidly growing support for
revolutionary change, the military
rulers declared that they are in favor
of agrarian reform and nationaliza-
tion of other sectors of the economy.

But these measures are a case of
too little, too late.
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tered around the square in front of the
MWational Palace.

The situation was critical. There was
no food, nor medicine to treat the
wounded. But at no time did people
panic. Discipline, organization, and
confidence in the revolutionary leader-
ship were beyond description.

About fifteen journalists from Eur-
ope and Latin America were among
those inside the cathedral. Using the
loud speakers of the church, each of us
appealed to the Red Cross, the Human
Rights Commission, and the San Sal-
vador diplomatic corps to do every-
thing possible to guarantee the safety
of everyone inside the cathedral.

After about an hour and a half, a
Red Cross team was allowed to enter
the cathedral to bring out the
wounded. Finally, after five hours, the
rest of the demonstrators were escorted
away by the Red Cross.

After the attack on the demonstra-
tion, more than 40,000 participants,
mostly peasants from outside the capi-
tal, sought refuge inside the campus of
San Salvador University.

A few hours later, the military
launched a new siege, this time
against the university, which was to-
tally cut off. Snipers fired into the
campus, killing a member of the LP-28
and wounding several others. Insecti-
cides were sprayed over the people by
military airplanes.

Once more, the organization and
discipline of the Salvadoran revolu-
tionists impressed me enormously. Al-
though many had not eaten for two
days, and despite the intense pressure
from the military encirclement of the
campus, the people remained organ-
ized.

There were absolutely no signs of
panic—on the contrary, time was spent
in political discussions and organiza-
tion of self-defense groups. Everyone
remained calm,

It was thus a major political victory
that the military, after ten hours of
siege, had to give in to public pressure
and return to their bases. Shortly
afterwards, the 40,000 workers, pea-
sants, and students marched out cf the
university grounds in a protest demon-
stration against the massacre of the
previous day,

The CNR at the same time declared
a three-day nationwide period of
mourning and protest strike. The bo-
dies of the slain were carried to the
cathedral, where Archbishop Oscar
Arnulfo Romero celebrated a mass.

Official figures claim that only
twenty persons were killed during the
massacre. This number is far below the
real toll. At the university and in the
cathedral I saw at least fifteen dead.
There is no doubt that the Salvadoran

junta is lying when it puts the number
of victims a0 low,

On January 24 the junta held a news
conference and denied any participa-
tion in the massacre. Antonio Morales
Ehrlich, a Christian Democrat and
junta member, put all the blame on
“members of the extreme right.” Later
this story was altered. The government
claimed that some police at the Na-
tional Palace had fired “in self de-
fense.” _

The junta, its Christian Democratic
supporters, and the capitalist-landlord
oligarchy are more isolated than ever,
and the Salvadoran workers and pea-
sants are organizing and preparing for
further battles.

From Intercontinental Press/Inprecor

U.S. arms
military junta

The bloody repression unleashed
by the Salvadoran military junta
has the full support of the U1.S.
government. The day after the
January 22 massacre, HRobert
White, the U.S. ambassador to El
Salvador, met behind closed doors
with the country's military rulers.

“A source close to the [Salvado-
ran] government . . . said that they
discussed the possibility of the
United States sending military
aid,” the New York Spanish-
language daily £l Diario reported.

White House backing has not
been limited to promises. On Janu-
ary 24, 1.8, Undersecretary of
State William G. Bowdler flew to
San Salvador to demonstrate the
Carter administration’s political
support to the junta.

At the snd of Bowdler's visit, the
regime announced that the prom-
ised US. aid would amount to
“millions of dollars.”

At a January 26 news conference
in Managua, Nicaragua, Bowdler
declared, “The United States sup-
ports the [Salvadoran] govern-
ment,” and he ciaimed that the
regime “is pressing forward basic
reforms for social and economic
development, respect for human
rights, and a return to constitution-
ality."

But El Salvador’s ruling classes
showed long ago that they are
incapable of governing peacefully.
Washington's dollars are aimed at
strengthening the repressive mil-
itary apparatus to enable the junta
to carry out even greater attacks on
El Salvador's working people.
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By August Nimtz
(aixth of a series)

On September 18, 1978, President Carter addres-
sed a special joint session of Congress, hailing the
completion the night before of the Camp David
agreements signed by President Sadat of Egvpt,
Prime Minister Begin of Israel, and Carter.

“The guns will now fall silent,” Carter declared.
“The bomba will no longer fall.”

But since the signing of the accords, Israeli air
and artillery attacks on Palestinian refugee camps
and on Arab towns and villages in Lebanon have
continued on a regular basis. Hundreds of people,
mostly civilians, have been killed and thousands
wounded. The hundreds of thousands of Lebanese
and Palestinians who were driven from their homes
during the [sraeli invasion of March 1978 have been
prevented from returning.

The editor of An Nahar, Lebanon's largest news-
paper, explained to a group of visiting Americans
last summer the real meaning of the Egyptian-
Israeli Peace Treaty of March 1979—the major
product of Camp David: “The United States pre-
sents the peace treaty as a constraint on Israel, but
it has provided them with a license to kill. It serves
as a cover for Israel to intensify and diversify its
attacks on us, striking at will" (Seven Days, Sep-
tember 28).

Why has the euphoria that originally greeted the
Camp David agreement given way to disillusion-
ment? Why has Camp David failed to bring peace to
the Middle East?

Because the sponsors of the Camp David accords
never had any intention of seriously addressing the
fundamental issue—self-determination for the Pa-
lestinians.

Denial of self-determination

Israel was established at the expense of the
Palestinians. More than a million of them have
been driven from their homeland, heginning in
1948, to make way for the exclusivist Jewish state.
As a result, Palestinians live either as second-class
citizens in Israel, or under military occupation in
the West Bank and Gaza, or as homeless and
destitute refugees in Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria.

Without their own homeland, and existing at best
at the sufferance of others, the Palestinians are a

people who lack the basic right to decide their own
affairs.

As long as Palestinians live in such circumatan-
ces, they will continue to fight against their oppres-
sion. The Israeli attempt to maintain the unjust
status gquo will lead the Zionist regime to launch
new aggressive attacks on Lebanon, and new
Middle East wars.

Clearly, then, there can be no peace in the Middle
East until the Palestiniana obtain the right to self.

+ determination.

The simple truth is that the Camp David agree-
ment never recognized that right. The accords spoke
of “self-government” and “autonomy” for Palesti-
nians; only for those, however, in the West Bank
and Gaza—about 36 percent of all Palestinians.
And the Israeli government has made clear since
then that even this truncated form of “autonomy”
was nothing but a charade meant to cloak con-
tinued Israeli rule.

Furthermore, the Palestinians were neither repre-
sented nor had their wishes made known at the
Camp David talks. Nor are they even permitted to
decide for themselves whom they would want to
represent them in subsequent talks. The majority of
Palestinians consider the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization as their representative. Yet the PLO is
barred from discussions over its fate, because of
Israsli ohjections.

Israel objected to the PLO on grounds that the
organization uses terrorism. The massive terrorism
of I[srael, whose cluster bombe, napalm, and other
high-technology weapons have killed thousands of
civilians, is passed over in silence.

Israel’s real position on Palestinian participation
in the negotiations has nothing to do with terro-
rism. As the New York Times said on November 5,
reporting on a discussion of the matter in the Israeli
cabinet: “The consensus among the ministers was
that no exclusively Palestinian organization could
be a party to the negotiations, terrorist or not.”

It's an obvious contradiction in terms to talk
about self-determination if the people whose destiny
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What road to
Mideast peace?

for new Israell aggression.

ia in question aren't even permitted to take part in
the discussions, much less determine for them-
selves. This was exactly how the problem began in
the first place. Every major decision about the
Palestinians, beginning with the Balfour declara-
tion in 1917—the promise of a Jewish settlement of
Palestine that Britain made to the Zionist move-
ment—has been made without their consent. Camp
David continues this ignominious tradition.

The understandable decision by Palestinians not
to participate in the current talks, given these
conditions, and the obstinacy of Israel to any
proposal that might lead to real self-determination
for the Palestinians means that peace has not and
cannot emerge from these negotiations.

Dismantle Zionist state

Any real solution to the Middle East crisis must
begin with the recognition that any institution or
practices that prevent Palestinians from exercising
self-determination must be eliminated. In other
words, the Israeli state, which is constructed on the
basis of special privileges for Jews at the expense of
the Arahs, must he dismantled.

Does thiz mean the destruction or expulsion of
Israeli Jews?

Definitely not! Contrary to what Zionists claim,
the aim of the Palestinian liberation movement is
not to “slaughter Jews"” or “throw them into the
sea.’”

The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine,
an influential Palestinian group, stated unequivo-
cally its position on this issue in a 1969 document:
“The Palestinian lhberation movement i8 not a
racial movement with aggressive intentions against
the Jews. It is not directed against the Jews. Its
object is to destroy the state of Israel as a military,
political, and economic establishment which rests
on aggression, expansion and organic’ connection
with imperialist interests in our homeland.”

What then is to replace Israel? Al Fatah, the
largest component of the PLO, calls for a democra-
tic secular Palestine. Al Fatah's view was expressed
in its 1970 document, Towards o Democratic State

"in Palestine: “All the Jews, Moslems and Christians

living in Palestine or forcibly exiled from it will
have the right to Palestinian citizenship. . . . It will
be a country that does not allow oppression or
exploitation of any group of people by any other
group or individual, a state that provides equal
opportunities for its people in work, worship, educa-
tion, political decision-making, and cultural and
artistic expression.”

To make such a Palestine a reality, the new state
will include all territories that originally comprised
Palestine—the present Israeli state and the occu-
pied territorics of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Carter, Begin, and Sadat after signing Egyptlan-lsraell ‘peace’ trH In September 1978. Pact served

The establishment of such a Palestine will require
the mobilization of the masses who have the most
to gain—the Palestinian Arab working class and its
peasant allies, along with Israeli Jewish workers, A
successful struggle by these groups, in alliance with
the Arab revolution as a whole, will inevitably
bring them into conflict with the forces that benefit
the most from the maintenance of Israel—
imperialism and its local allies, the Israeli and Arab
ruling classes,

Revolutionary struggle

To achieve its democratic goals, the struggle of
the masses will infringe upon the interests of the
bourgeois minority and its imperialist allies, In
other words, the revolution will have to continue
uninterruptedly toward a socialist conclusion.

What are the chances that a struggle can be
successfully waged? That depends, first of all, on
organizing the masses in support of the goal of the
liberation of Palestine.

The Palestinians have made tremendous strides
in mobilizing toward this end since about 1964
when the PLO was organized.

More time will be needed to win the Israeli Jewish
workers to this perspective, but the chances have
never been better. Disillusionment among Israeli
workers with the Zionist state, as reflected in
growing protests against the attacks on their stan-
dard of living, is at an historic high.

The Peace Now movement in Israel, which origi-
nated to protest the intransigence of the Begin
government to reach an agreement with Egvpt, has
now shifted its attention to protesting the govern-
ment's support to the right-wing settlement move-
ment in the West Bank. Last October 20, in one of
the largest mobilizations in Israeli history (40,000
in Tel Aviv alone), Israelis marched against the
regime's decision to expand the settlements.

While Peace Now does not consider itself an anti-
Zionist movement, its objectives are in confliet with
one of the basic dynamics of Zionism—expan-
sionism.

As the bankruptey of Israel becomes clearer to the
Jewish working class, increasing numbers will
come to accept the invitation that Yasir Arafat, the
chairman of the PLO, made to them in his historic
speech before the United Nations in 1974; * ., . 1
call upon Jews one by one to turn away from the
illusory promises made to them by Zionist ideology
and Israeli leadership. Those offer Jews perpetual
bloodshed, endless war and continuous thrall-
dom. . ..

“We offer them the most generous solution that
we might live together in a framework of just peace
in our democratic Palestine.”
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Afghanistan’s 140-year fight
against imperialist domination

By Ernest Harsch

The struggles of Afghanistan’s peo-
ples for social progress and freedom
from imperialist domination are insep-
arably linked.

Throughout Afghan history, every
gerious attempt to lift the country out
of economic and social backwardness,
to improve the conditions of its popula-
tion, to spread literacy and social
reform, and to achieve real national
independence has met with imperialist
nppasition and intervention.

That is now being echoed on
Afghanistan’s battlefields, as support-
ers of the Afghan revolution and their
Soviet allies seek to beat back an
American-sponsored counterrevolu-
tion.

The actors today may be new ones,
but the conflict itself is rooted in the
evolution of Afghan society and the
country’s long struggle against impe-
rialist aggression.

Resistance to colonialism

The area that is now Afghanistan
had been swept by foreign conguests
and invasions for millenia. But it was
not until 1747 that the first identifiable
Afghan state came into existence. The
menarchical form of rule—in which an
amir (king) was chosen by Pushtun
tribal leaders—survived until 1973,

The early Afghan state rested on
precapitalist economic and social foun-
dations. Over time, the tribal leaders,
or khans, were transformed into power-
ful landlords, owning vast estates on
which peasants were forced to work
under semifeudal conditions.

Islamic religious figures, who were
closely tied to the khans and who
themselves became landlords or petty
exploiters, played a prominent role in
the state.

Geographically, Afghanistan at that
time encompassed not only the Push-
tun regions (including the Pushtun
areas of present-day Pakistan), hut
also those inhabited by Uzbeks, Balu-
chis, Hazaras, Nuristanis, Turcomans,
and other peoples. The Tajiks, a Per-
sian-speaking nationality, predomi-
nated in and around Kabul and a few
other major cities.

By the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, Afghanistan be-
gan to arouse the interest of the Euro-
pean imperialists, as the British,
French, and Russians maneuvered for
dominance in central Asia and the
Arab-Persian Gulf. Britain—then the
most powerful imperialist state and the
colonial master over India—was in the
best position to move against Afghani.
stan.

British congquest

In 1838 a British mission arrived in
Kabul and placed a series of demands
before Amir Dost Mchammad, aimed
at forestalling a growth in Russian
influence in the country and prevent-
ing the existence of an independent

Afghanistan from undermining Bri-

tain’s hold over India. Dost Moham-
mad rejected the British demands.

In 1339 the British launched their
first war against Afghanistan. Dost
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Amanullah (right) with Soviet President Kalinin, visiting Moscow in 1928.

Mohammad was deposed and a British
puppet, Shah Shuja, placed on the
throne.

This provoked a massive revolt
throughout Afghanistan two years
later. An attempt to evacuate the Brit-
ish garrison in Kabul ended in disaster
for the colonialists. A British foree of
4,500 troops and 12,000 camp followers
was annihilated; only one survivor
escaped to tell the tale. Bereft of Brit-
ish protection, Shah Shuja was exe.
cuted by the Afghan insurgents.

Though the British retaliated with
barbaric force—razing entire villages
and massacring inhabitants—they
were nevertheless compelled to return
Dost Mohammad to the throne.

Several decades later, in 1878, the
British again attacked Afghanistan,
under the pretext that Amir Sher Ali
{Dost Mohammad’s successor) had re-
ceived a Russian mission in Kabul
while spurning a British diplomatic
overture,

After several years of often fierce
fighting, the British were successful in
imposing their dominance. They an-
nexed about half of the Pushtun terr-
tory and incorporated it into India
{the area is now Pakistan’s North-West
Frontier Province).

They likewise forced the Afghan
monarchy to subordinate its foreign
policy to the “wishes and advice of the
British Government.”” To buy the ac-

quiescence of the amirs, the British
paid them substantial subsidies.

Although Afghanistan was not con-
verted into a direct British colony like
India, it had nevertheless lost its inde-
pendence,

The war for liberation

By the beginning of the twentieth
century, hostility to British dominance
and the examples of the Iranian revo-
lution of 1906 and the Young Turk
movement in Turkey helped foster a
new nationalist awakening among
Afghan intellectuals, including some
members of the roval family. It was
known as the Young Afghan move
ment.

The Russian revolution of 1917
further inspired political ferment. Al
ghan nationalists hailed the overthrow
of the tsar, welcomed the Bolsheviks'
granting of national self-determina-
tion to the oppressed peoples of the old
Russian empire, and greeted the clause
in the Brest Litovsk trealy recognizing
Afghanistan’s independence.

This first socialist revolution was a
powerful blow to the world capitalist
system and greatly strengthened Af-
ghanistan's own struggle against Bri-
tish imperialism.

Against this background, Amanul-
lah Khan, a member of the Young
Afghan movement, ascended to the
throne in February 1919, Reflecting the

growing anti imperialist senliments of
his followers, Amanullah promised in
hiz first royal proclamation to win
Afghanistan’s “total liberation.”

Within weeks of being proclaimed
amir, Amanullah declared Afghani-
stan -an independent and sovereign
state. Anticipating a British attack, he
ordered his troops to strike into Brit-
ish-occupied India and attempted to
initiate revolts among the Pushtun
tribes along the border.

In August 1919, the British recog-
nized Afghanistan’s full sovereignty.

Though the Afghan and Soviet
states rested on completely different
social foundations, they were both
locked in a struggle against imperial-
ism. Collaboration in that struggle was
to their mutual advantage.

Amanullah’s first message to a for-
eign slate—even before he launched
the war of independence—was sent to
the head of the new revolutionary
government in Russia, Lenin. He pro-
posed the establishment of diplomatic
relations.

Lenin replied on May 27, 1919, He
accepted Amanullah’s offer and con-
veyed

. the greetings of the Workers' and
Peasants” Government and the entire peo-
ple of Russia to the independent Afghan
people, who are heroically upholding their
freedom against foreign oppression. | wish
to congratulate Your Majesty on your acces-
sion to the throne on February 21, 1919

The Workerz' and Peasants’ Government
hus granted genuine equality and liberty to
all the nations comprising the Russian
Republic and, in keeping with its declara-
tions, has firmly adopted the international-
izt principle of unity of all the toilers
against the exploiters.

May the desire of the Afghan people to
follow the Russian example be the best
puarantee of the strength and independence
of the Afghan state!

Diplomatic envoys were soon ex-
changed. On November 27, 1919, Lenin
had a further letter sent to Amanullah
in which he greeted Afghanistan as
“the only independent Muslim state in
the world” with “the great historic
task of uniting around itself all en-
slaved Muslim peoples and leading
them on the road to freedom and inde-
pendence.”

Lenin proposed the establishment of
trade and other agreements, “the pur-
pose of which is not only the buttress-
ing of good neighbourly relations in
the best interests of both nations, but
the joint struggle together with Af-
ghanistan against the most rapacious
imperialist government on earth, Great
Britain."*

Continued on next page

1. This letter is not included in Lenin's
collected Works. [t is printed, however, in
V.I. Lenin, The National-Liberation Mouve-
ment in the Eas! (Moscow: Foreign Lan-
guages Publishing House, 1962), pp. 215-19,

2, E.H. Carr, The Bolshevik Revolution,
Vol. 3 (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books,
1966), p. 241. This letter, tou, is absent from
Lenin's Coflected Works, According to Carr,
it may not have been personally drafted by
Lenin, though it reflectz his thinking.
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A treaty was subsequently signed
between the two countries. Moscow
agreed to provide financial aid and to
allow Afghan trade to pass through
Russia untaxed.

Kabul agreed not to enter into any
military or political accords that might
be prejudicial to the Soviet state.

Amanullah did not seek close ties
with Moscow out of any revolutionary
convictions., Far from it. He feared the
impact of the socialist revolution
within Afghanistan and even sent
troops and material aid to the counter-
revolutionary Emir of Bukhara, who
was fighting against the Red Army in
central Asia. But the treaty with Rus-
sia did help strengthen Afghanistan in
its conflicts with British imperialism.

The Bolsheviks, for their part,
viewed their relations with Afghani-
stan—despite the semifeudal character
of the Afghan state—as an important
breach in the imperialist encirclement
of the Russian revolution.

They also recognized that Afghani-
stan’s successful war for independence
was an important blow to British
imperialism and set an example to
colonized peoples elsewhere,

Reform and reaction

The anti-imperialist struggle in Af-
ghanistan inevitably brought with it
numerous demands for social and eco-
nomic betterment. Although Amanul-
lah was determined to maintain the
monarchy, he at the same time intro-
duced a program of domestic reform
aimed at “modernizing” the country
and laying the basiz for future eco-
nomic growth.

Throughout the 19208, Amanullah
sought to implement a variety of mea-
sures, including abolition of child mar-
riage, the introduction of secular law,
steps to improve the position of
women, the establishment of free edu-
cation, the development of the press,
and the introduction of general mil-
itary conscription (to replace the ar-
chaic system of tribal levies).

In a new proposcd constitution, he
also called for the establishment of a
national assembiy, elected by all adult
men and women, that would have
important legislative powers,

In the context of Afghanistan’s level
of economic and social development at
the time, these democratic reforms

were far-reaching and stirred the oppo-
gition of conservative sectors of so-
ciety.

The British imperialists, meanwhile,
had net given up their plans to subju-
gate Afghanistan. They feared that the

=]

in January 1928.
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example of Afghanistan’s war for inde-
pendence could weaken their hold on
India. They were worried about Ama-
nullah’s ties with anticolonial Pushtun
groups in the North-West Frontier
Province. They were alarmed at the
spreading influence of the Hussian rev-
olution.

While formally recognizing Afghan
independence, the British acted to un-
dermine it, using the opposition to
Amanullah’s reforms as an opening.

The first armed opposition to Ama-
nullah began in 1924, led by religious
and tribal leaders who were against
the opening of public schools to women
and the liberalization of restrictions on
WOmen.

The Afghan and Soviet governments
accused the British authorities in India
of instigating the revelt. Amanullah
moved to crush the reactionary rebel-
lion, and was aided in his drive by
Soviet pilots.

British back bandits

In 1928 a more serious revolt hegan,
led by Bacha-i Sagao, an archreaction-
ary bandit chief. He was widely be-
lieved to have had direct British back-
ing, and articles in the Soviet, German,
French, and even British press pointed
to a British hand behind the revaolt,

In January 1929, Amanullah was
forced to abdicate and flee Kabul.
Although he attempted for several
months to rally continued opposition
to Bacha, he gave up in April and went
into exile,

Bacha marched into Kabul and pro-
claimed himself amir. His regime was
promptly recognized by Britain.

Bacha reversed all of Amanullah’s
reforms. He closed the secular schools,
recalled women students who were
studying abroad, and reinstated the
laws allowing polygamy.

Laboratories, libraries, and muse-
ums were sacked, Supporters of Ama-
nullah and educated Afghans in gen-
eral were gunned down in the streets,
blown apart by cannons, impaled, or
starved to death.

Bacha's usefulness to Britain was
limited, however. As a bandit leader,
he did not have a sufficient social base
among the landlords and tribal leaders
to set up a stable regime. After he had
sufficiently terrorized the urban popu-
lation, the British decided to dump him
and instead back Nadir Shah, a mem-
ber of the old roval family.

After only nine months in power,
Bacha was swinging from the gallows.
Nadir Shah seized the throne in Octo-
ber 1924,

The British signalled their approval,
dispatching to Kabul an interest-free
loan of §1 million and crates of arms
and ammunition.
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Having been brought to power with
imperialist backing, Nadir Shah set
about entrenching the monarchy and
strengthening the conservative grip
over society of the landlords, khans,
and religious leaders. He dropped
Amanullah's pelicy of giving aid to the
anticolonial Pushtun groups across the
border in India.

Conservative grip

Nadir Shah was assassinated in
1933, but his son, Zahir Shah, conti-
nued along the same course, For four
decades, until 1973, Zahir Shah ruled
Afghanistan as a semifuedal monarch.

Despite the predominance of land-
lord and aristocratic influences, some
capitalist development did occur. Pn-
vate and state banks were set up,
government workshops were estab-
lished, and a minimal amount of in-
dustrialization took root.

Between 1962 and 1971, the indus.
trial work force grew from 18,000 to

= 27,000 (out of a total working popula-

tion of around 4 million). Another
50,000 workers were employed in con-
struction.

Most  industry was government
owned and only five private companies
employed more than 200 workers each.
Some of these capitalist interests,
moreover, were directly tied to the
roval family.

Together with the limited economic
growth came a few modernization mea-
sures, including an expanded—but still
guite small—educational system.

Though independent in name, Af-
ghanistan remained a semicolony of
imperialism. The imperialist role in
propping up the monarchy and the rule
of the landlord class was a key element
blocking the country’s social advance.

Ties with Moscow

At the same time, because of Af
ghanistan’s proximity to the Soviet
Union, the government could not avoid
having extensive relations with Mos-
oW,

By this time, the revolutionary So-
viet government led by Lenin and
Trotsky had been purged by Stalin and

replaced by a regime reflecting the
interests of a privileged bureaucratic
caste. The revolutionary internationa-
list policies of the Soviet government
and Communist International under
the Bolsheviks gave way to a policy of
class collaboration—"peaceful coexis-
tence”—with imperialism.

Since the material benefilts of the
conservative caste depend on the survi-
val of the Soviet Union, however, the
Moscow government continued to val-
ue a special relationship with Afghan-
istan, although now on the hasis of
“gocialism in one country” instead of
extension of the revolutionary struggle
against imperialism and capitalism.

The ties between the Soviet and
Afghan governments became espe-
cially significant during the 1950s,

~ while Mohammad Daud, a cousin of

Zahir Shah, served as prime minister.
At the time, frictions hetween Af.
ghanistan and Pakistan had sharp-
ened over the artificially drawn
border that divided the Pushtun peo-
ple, as the Kabul regime raised the call
for the creation of an independent
Pushtunistan that would include the
North-West Frontier Provinece.

Washington was a major backer of
the Pakistani regime and refused
Daud’s appeals for greater economic
and military aid. So he turned north-
ward.

In 1956, the Afghan regime reached
an agreement with Moscow to obtain
826 million worth of Soviet arms.
Other agreements followed.

Over the years, thousands of Afghan
officers, technicians, and administra-
tors were trained in the Soviet Union.
Moscow helped build a modern road
systemn. Trade between the two coun-
tries flourished. Between 1954 and
1976, Moscow gave Afghanistan $1.3
billion in aid, the largest per capita
amount of Soviet aid to any capitalist
country.

Although Afghanistan was still tied
to imperialism, these close Soviet rela-
tions assured Moscow that the country
did not serve as a direct imperialist
military bastion on the Soviet Union's
southern border, as Iran, Pakistan,
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and Turkey had become through their
membership in the American-dominat-
ed Central Treaty Organization (CEN-
TO).

Rumblings of discontent

Moscow did not seek to promote
opposition to the monarchy, but it
developed anyway, rooted in the social
conflicts inherent in Afghan society.

During the late 19408 and early
1950s a prorcpublican urban opposi-
tion movement, the Wikh-i Zalmaiyan
{Awakened Youth), emerged to chal
lenge the government's policies. A
number of its supporters were elected
to the showcase parliament.

Noor Mohammad Taraki and Ba-
brak Karmal, who were to become
central leaders of the April 1978 revolu-
tion, were both members of the Wikh-i
Zalmaiyan at the time.

The amir cracked down in 1952,
however, and the movement was sup-
pressed,

A decade later, Zahir Shah autho-
rized the establishment of a new parli-
ament and again allowed elections. A
number of oppositionists were elected,
including Karmal. In October 1964,
several hundred students demon-
atrated in support of Karmal and other
opposition members, leading to clashes
with the army and several deaths.

In January 1965, the first congress
of the People’s Democratic Party of
Afghanistan (PDPA) was held in
Kabul, electing Taraki secretary-
general and Karmal to the Central
Committee. It was a pro-Moscow Com-
munist party, its leaders having been
educated in the policies and practice of
Stalinism.

PDPA gains influence

The PDPA's program called for a
“national democratic revelution™ and
advanced a series of democratic de-
mands, including recognition of the
language rights of all nationalities,
equality for women, a ban on child
labor, and an end to imperialist influ-
ence over the country.

Within just a few years, however, the
party split into two public factions, the
Khalg (Masses) wing led by Taraki
and the Parcham (Flag) led by Kar-
mal.

The formation of the PDPA was
symptomatic of a more general dis-
content that was surfacing, particu-
larly in the cities.

Students demonstrated in opposition
to the American intervention in Viet-
narm.

The Afghan working class began to
stir, launching the biggest strike wave
in the country's history, Between April
and June 1968, there were twenty-one
sirikes affecting the construction,

THE MILITANT/FEBRUARY 8, 1980

After April 1978 revolution, extensive land reform was be

transport, textile, cement, petroleum,
and gold industries. Students demon-
strated in support of the strikers.

In May-June 1969, up to 15,000 uni-
versity and high-school students
clashed with riot police.

In 1970, women took to the streets to
protest against restrictions on their
rights,

The PDPA, despite its Stalinist ap-
proach and its internal factional dis-
putes, won growing influence. It was
the only organized political force to
offer any real opposition to the monar-
chy. Karmal's Parcham faction in
particular carried out clandestine polit-
ical work within the military.

Discontent was further heightened
by a severe famine in the early 1970s,
in which up to half a million persons
died while landlords and traders
hoarded grain and corrupt officials
misappropriated relief aid.

The 1973 coup

The social tensions building up
within Afghanistan fostered divisions
among ruling circles and undermined
the monarchy's position.

b e R
gun. Here peasants In Alingar are recelving acres of land.
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Seeking to head off a mass upheaval,
Mohammad Daud, the amir's cousin
and former prime minister, seized
power in July 1973 while Zahir Shah
was abroad. He abolished the mon-
archy and declared Afghanistan a re-
public.

Reflecting the pressures he was
under, Daud initially adopted a seem-
ingly radical stance. He appointed four
membhers of the PDPA’'s Parcham wing
to the cabinet (pro-Parcham officers
had played the central role in carryving
out the coup).

Political prizoners were released. All
banks were nationalized. A land re-
form program was drawn up., Daud
appeared to favor even closer ties with
Moscow. .

Although the government was repub-
lican in form, members of the royal
family (like Daud himself) continued to
wield considerable influence. The Par-
cham supporters of the regime were
gsoon removed from positions of author-
ity and political repression was
stepped up. Daud moved to establish a
one-party state, with all parties out-
lawed except his own Hizb-i Ingelab-i

Melli (National Revolutionary Party).

The land reform program demagogi-
cally announced by Daud was never
implemented.

Worried about Daud’s initially more
pro-Soviet posture, Washington and
the shah of Iran went on a concerted
campaign to woo Daud toward an
openly preimperialist stance.

Ties to shah

Agents of the shah's secret police,
SAVAEK, began to play an important
role in Afghanistan and helped Daud
purge the armed forces and adminis-
tration of suspected radicals.

Under American and Iranian urg-
ing, Daud closed the border with Balu-
chistan, across which Baluchi guerril-
las had been operating in their
struggle against the Pakistani regime;
he soft-pedalled his earlier proposals
for the establishment of a separate
Pushtunistan.

The shah offered Daud $2 billion in
credits for the construction of a rail-
way from Kabul to the Iranian city of
Mashad. The number of Soviet mil-
itary advisers in Afghanistan dropped
from 1,000 in 1972 to 200 in 1976.

By early 1978, after nearly five years
of the Daud regime, the Afghan
masses continued to face conditions as
wretched as those under the monarchy.

Average life expectancy in the coun-
try was a bare forty years. Half of all
children died before the age of five. In
some areas, three-quarters of the popu-
lation suffered from trachoma. Half of
all Afghans had intestinal problems.

Illiteracy was between 90 and 95
percent. Although education was sup-
posed to be free and compulsory, only
17 percent of all school-age children
were actually in school in 1977; of
those, only 11 percent were female.

Women were barred from most urban
employment. In rural areas, young
women were still being sold into mar-
riage.

Unemployment was high. Poor pea-
sants were tied to their landlords
through constant debt, as virtual serfs.
Per capita income was among the
lowest in the world.

It was conditivns like these that
provided the social tinder for the revo-
lutionary upheavals that began in
April 1978,

From Intercontinental Press/Inprecor

Major documents and reports from
the 1878 World Congress of the
Fourth International have been col-
lected in a special supplement to the
international newsweekly ‘Interconti-
nental Press/Inprecor.’ This 200-page
supplement will be published in a
large-size book format,

The Waorld Congress is the highest
body of the Fourth International, an
organization of revolutionists from
some fifty countries in Europe, Asia,
Africa, Oceania, and North and South
America. While the U.S. Socialist
Waorkers Party is barred by reaction-
ary federal legislation from member-
ship in the Fourth International, it is in
political solidarity with the interna-
tional.

Among the documents from the

recent World Congress are;

# The world political resolution,
plus reports on the international
situation by Ernest Mandel and
the turn to industry by Jack
Barnes.

# Resaolutions on Europe and Latin
America.

* The first comprehensive resolu-
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With a 1-year subscription to ‘Intercontinental Press/Inprecor’

@‘5 1979 World Congress of the
@ Fourth International: Documents & Reports

lion on women's libaration in the
history of the international Marx-
ist movemeant.

* Majority and minority viewpoints
on Indochina, Nicaragua. and
socialist democracy and dictator-
ship of the proletariat,

* A raport on international youth.

As a special offer to new subscrib-

ers, ‘Intercontinental Press/Inprecor’
will dgend this important book of World
Congress Documents free with the
purchase of a one-year subscription.
With a six-month subscription, the
book is $2.50. Regular price is $4.95.

O Enclosed is 530 for a ond-year subscnption,
Send me my FREE copy of the World
Congriess Documents

O Enciosed i3 $15 for a six-month subscrip-
tion, plus $2.50 for the World Congross
Documeants

O Enclosed is $4.95 far the World Congress
Documents

Mame 000

Address

Gy — — State —_ Zip

Clip and mail to Intercontinental Press/inpre-
cor, 410 Wast Streat, New York, N.Y. 10014,
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Jana Pellusch is a member of
OCAW Local 4-227 in Houston,
on strike against Arco. This is
the third part of her sirike diary,
which has appeared in the *Mili-
tant' since the strike began,

January 22: On the fifteenth day of
the strike we hear that 540 oilfield
workers in East Texas and along the
Texas coast have joined the nation-
wide strike.

Amoco Production Company
claims that supervisory and non-
union employees will be able to keep
the field operations at a normal
level. Oilfield workers in West Texas
are reportedly still working.

Strikers at the Charter Interna-
tional Oil Refinery are told the com-
pany’'s monthly payments for medi-

cal insurance will cease for the
duration of the strike. Union
members will have to pay the entire
amount of $141 per month or forfeit
all medical coverage for themselves
and their families.

At Arco we were informed earlier
that the company would pay both
company and worker contributions
to the medical plan during the strike,
but bargaining unit members will
have to repay the entire amount
when we return to work. Our union
took the position we will not return
under those conditions.

After receiving our final pay check
this week, we find that although the
contract did not end until midnight
January 7, Arco paid none of the
sickness or disability benefits due
for the first week of January. The
union is fighting this clear violation

Oil strike diary: fight for medical rights

of the contract.

January 23: [ am visiting a picket
line at the Charter refinery. Pickets
tell me Charter is a diversified com-
pany owning tire plants and several
magazines.

At one gate an old green sofa
serves as the picketers’ living room,
a fifty-five gallon drum full of burn-
ing wood is their fireplace and stove,
and they are considering painting a

- pro-union mural on a plywood wall

they have propped up as a wind-
break.

At our weekly strike meeting of
Local 4-227 at Arco, we learn that
the right to picket at two contrac-

. tors’ gates, unsuccessfully chal-
lenged last week by the company,
was revoked upon appeal to a higher

level of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board.

January 24: [ speak with John
Reaux, a pipefitter at Arco, about the
strike and the progress of negotia-
tions.

“The union 18 correctly pushing for
good medical and dental plans,” he
says. “This is why we are out, really.
A wage increase of 15 percent would
not be sufficient without the medical
and dental improvements. You
would be ahead for a while and then
see that increase eaten up by infla-
tion.

“When I hired on in 1973, | made
$3.89 as a laborer. Now I make a
little under $10 an hour. But the cost
of living has climbed 300 percent! I
figure I'm making the equivalent of
%£3.25 an hour in '73 dollars.”

.OCAW

Continued from back page

and maintenance department painter,
drove to the plant contractors’ gate
that morning. He allegedly rolled down
his car window and fired three shots,
killing the plant maintenance supervi-
sor, John “Buddy” Hurst.

The company used the shooting to
get a temporary court injunction halt-
ing picketing. The local press publi-

cized several Tenneco statements
blaming organize labor for the wvio-
lence,

Under cover of the shooting, the
company began other attacks on the
union, including firing at least three
strikers.

The local media have failed to cover
the union's side. And the OCAW work-
ers are mad.

On January 23, Local 4-522 members
met to  discuss their strike. Two
hundred of the 400 local members were

there, expressing their concern at the
way the press had portrayed the shoot-
ing incident.

The local passed a motion to collect a
ten-dollar donation from every striker
to aid Massey's family. They voted to
continue his Blue Cross and insurance
coverage despite his incarceration. As
one worker put it, “You treat people
like animals and sometimes a few of
them are going to react that way.”

Local 4-522 resumed picketing on
Monday, January 28, at 10 a.m. when
the injunction ran out. They had about

twenty pickets covering the four plant
gates,

By Arlene Rubinstein

OAKLAND, Calif —On January 23
there was a march of about 100 strik-
ers and their families in Rodeo. They
marched to the gate of the Union (hl
refinery there,

In addition to supporting the union
demands in the strike, demonstrators
pointed to the danger to residents of
Rodeo and Martinez from scab opera-
tion of the refineries.

‘Op-Craft News’ pushes rail bosses’ line

By Lynn Henderson
and Doug Hord

Recently a new publication called Op-Craft News
has been appearing in rail yards and depots in a
few cities around the country.

Issue number two, published after the United
Transportation Union convention, contained a
thirteen-point policy statement which included the
following:

* “To promote greater harmony between man-
agement and labor.”

* “To maximize each individual's concern with
productivity.”

* “To create and enhance lines of communication
between labor and management.”

¢ “To promote greater profitability in the rail
industry for the purpose of benefit to all its constitu-
 ents.”

Issue number three continues along the same
lines with a major article on rail workers’ wages.

OCN admits rail workers are poorly paid. But
what do they point to as the source of these low
wages?

Is it the rail carriers and their drive for ever
higher profits? Or government policies and laws
which restrict our right to strike and bargain
effectively against the huge rail companies?

No—according to JCN the source of low wages in
the rail industry is the rail unions.

The rail unions, OCN explains, cause low wages
by insisting on “wvarious job protection clauses in
labor contracts.” This hurts railroad companies’
profits, OCN further explains. “It's really simple,”
(OCN tells us, “if the company makes money you
make money.”

In other words give up our work rules protection
and the company will make more money and then
give us some of it. I suppose OCN would also have
us believe in the Tooth Fairy.

But what's so strange about all this, you may ask.
It's the same kind of company propaganda we've
been hearing for years.

What makes it strange iz OCN claims not to be a
company publication, but rather a rank-and-file
newsletter speaking for rail unionists in the operat-
ing crafts.

OCN is a small publication that was founded last
spring, originally to campaign for membership
ratification of contracts at the June convention of

portation Union Local 1000 in Minneapolis.
Doug Hord is a member of UTU Local 620 in

Chicago.
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Because of the role it played in supporting the
progressive demand of membership ratification,
OCN for a time drew the attention of a few local
officials and rank-and-file members of the UTU
who are striving to build a strong and democractic
union.

But beginning with the second issue OCN made
a sharp turn to the right by adopting its present
anti-union, pro-company line,

This rapid shift toward management by OCN has

. not gone unnoticed.

One local officer in the UTU on the Milwaukee
Road in Chicago reports observing trainmasters
discreetly leaving copies of OCN around where
workers will pick them up and read them,

From Minneapolis, C.W. Wilson, secretary and
local chairman for UTU Local 263, wrote OCN
objecting to their articles on the Milwaukee Road
bankruptey in which they defended the manage-
ment from criticism raised by Milwaukee Road
waorkers, The letter read in part:

“We can say your answers contained in this issue
of OCN [number two] are just exactly those man-
agement wanted publicized. . . . Your issue echoed
the answers our employvees have heard for three
years during which time lucrative revenue ship-
ments have been refused, interchanged to other
railroads, or discouraged in the delaying or other
manners used by a managment.”

Defending management in the Milwaukee Road
bankruptcy has become a favorite theme for OCN,
In an article entitled “Milwaukee ‘Gate’ Opens at
Last,” OCN conducted an uncritical interview with
the vice-presidents of Labor Relations and Corpo-
rate Communications on the Milwaukee,

These company officials were given full reign to
counter the charges raised by the union movement
and other affected parties that the Milwaukee Road
has heen purposely driven into bankruptey by the
railroad’s owners, creditors, and managers.

The same issue of OCN carried an editorial which
in the name of “free enterprise” and the “middle
class” attacked everybody who is fighting to stop
the Milwaukee's shutdown as an “unholy coalition
of SWPers [Socialist Workers Party members],
railway unions, and certain congressmen who are
attempting to sell you [the tax burdened middle
class] the bankrupt Milwaukee Road.”

Mowhere doss the OCN mention that the nation’s
rail system is a vital social necessity,

Each passing day further proves that this na-
tional rail system, of which the Milwaukee is a key
part, is being run into the ground by private
owners’ “free enterprise.”

It is becoming increasingly clear to many union-
ists that since the railroads are a vital national
resource, they should be owned by the nation—that
ig, nationalized. And further, the railroads should
be managed in the interest of society—in the inter-
est of workers as a whole.

OCN obscures these fundamental questions by
red-baiting the rail union movement, lavishly prais-
ing “free enterprise,” apologizing for Milwaukee
Road management, and writing articles that rightly
belong in communications over the company tele-
type and in stockholders’ brochures.

But perhaps most revealing is the source of
OCN's new promanagement philosophy. At a
recent public forum in Chicago sponsored by OCN
the main speaker was from the “National Anti-
Drug Coalition” and the “Executive Intelligence
Review"—both of which draw their political inspira-
tion from the U.S. Labor Party.

OCN's editor volunteered information that the
guest speaker was writing for and advising OCN.

The New York Times recently ran a two-part
series entitled “U.S, Labor Party: Cult Surrounded
by Controversy.” The two articles detailed a sordid
web of connections between the USLP and labor
hating organizations like the KKK, American Nazi
Party, and an international arms dealer who ad-
vised Fulgencio Batista and Anastasio Somoza.

The Times relates: “Beginning in 1976 the party
[USLP] voluntarily transmitted ‘intelligence’ re-
ports on left-wing movements to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and local police departments. . . .
According to former members, reports on anti-
apartheid groups were prepared for South Africa,
student dissidents were investigated for the Shah of
Iran’s SAVAK, and the anti-nuclear movement was
examined for power companies.”

Such revelations can only make one wonder what
the USLP through the OCN will be doing in the rail
industry and who they will be making their reports
to.

At this same public forum the editor of OCN, Ed
Dworak, described OCN's new line by explaining,
“The whole theme of the new Op-Craft News is
managers are in the same hoat you are.”

Management is not in the “same boat” workers
are in. They're not even on the same lake. The main
function of management is to squeeze as much work
as possible out of us while giving us as little as
possible in return.

The new OCN Dvorak describes has turned into a
voice for management policies and management
views. It should now be treated as such by rail
workers.



In Review

Cuba. Directed by Richard Lester. Produced by
Arlane Sellers and Alex Winitsky. Screanplay by
Charles Wood. Starring Sean Connery and Brooke
Adams.

‘Cuba’: shows |mpact of the revolull_on

Cuba 18 a melodrama that takes place during the
last weeks of the Batista regime. Robert Dapes
(Sean Connery), a British ex-officer who has been
guccessful in crushing guerrillas in Malaysia, is
hired by the regime to do the same with the
Castroists. He meets again the woman with whom
he had an affair fifteen years ago, now married to a
man who is heir to one of Cuba’s great fortunes,

The conclusion is a switch on Casablaneca, in
which Humphrey Bogart, reunited with Ingrd
Bergman, lets her go so that she may continue as the
wife of the noble Paul Henreid, a leader in the

French Resistance during World War II. Here it is
Brooke Adams who lets Sean Connery go, watching
him with tears running down her cheeks as he
leaves on the last plane from Havana before the
Fidelistas take over. She gives him up because she
wishes to stay with her weakling husband, of whom
she is fond, and because she cannot bear to leave
Cuba.

It may basically be, in the words of the well-
known song in Casablanca, “still the same old
story,” but Cuba is miles away from Casablanca in
film quality as well as geographical distance. Tak-
ing itself =meriously, it lacks the unabashed
schmaltziness and humor of Casablonca. And Sean
Connery and Brooke Adams simply don't come
close to Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman,

Instead of saying nostalgically to ourselves,
“Play it again, Sam," we exclaim, “0Oh, no—not
again!”

The chief interest of Cubg is the accuracy of its
setting, This goes a good way toward compensating
for the melodrama. We see the utter corruption of
the Batista regime, the degeneracy of the ruling
class, the greed of the American businessmen
fattening off Cuba.,

Against such as these the guerrillas, with their
youthful dedication and zeal, come off very well.
They are shown as capturing the imagination of the
people. The workers leave their jobs promptly when
summoned to a general strike by the rebel radio.

However, no doubt to aveid being seen as too
sympathetic to the Cuban revolution, the film
departs from historical accuracy to take a quick
swipe at the Castroists.

‘Good as Gold’

Good as Gold. By Jossph Heller. New York,
Simon and Schuster, 1979. 447 pp. $12.95,

In Joseph Heller's first and most successful novel,
Catch-22, he pilloried the insanity of war and the
military machine, Men and women were caught up
in an immense bureaucracy, designed to ship them
off to kill and be killed. “The enemy,” the book's
hero explains at one point, “is anybody who's
trying to get yvou killed.”

Catch-22 was released in 1961 and reached its
height of popularity during the Vietnam War, when
thousands of young people were being disillusioned
with the American dream. The lunatic logic of the

Books

military bhureaucracy in Catch-22 appeared every
day in newspaper headlines, as generals announced
that in order to save a village it had become
necessary to destroy it.

In Heller's latest novel, Good as (Fold, his target
is the imbecility of Washington politics.

Bruce Gold, a New York English professor, is
working on a book on the Jewish experience in
America. At the same time, he 15 offered a post in
the administration as a token Jew. Good as Gold is
the story of his one-year orbit around the fringes of
the White House, with the job offer always dangling
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General Bollo [Haﬂln Balsam) and Robert Dapes (Sean Connery) discuss plum In harass and kill Fidelistas in

‘Cuba.’

“How are vou going to control these thugs?" asks
the British ex-officer, who is remarkably high-
minded for a leader of the Malaysian counterinsur-
gency forces, from whom the American command in
Vietnam learned some bloody lessons.,

He is referring to a trigger-happy revolutionary
student who wishes to kill all prisoners. The sugges-
tion evidently iz that such “thugs” did shortly go
berserk and were responsible for the killing of the
500 Batista police officials, which the American
press at the time used to launch an anti-Castro
propaganda campaign.

But these officials were professional torturers.
The 11.8. press had managed to contain its indigna-
tion while their crimes were being committed. They

just beyond his reach. It is also Heller's own
comment on the Jewish experience in America.

Gold's encounters with presidential aide Ralph
Newsome are filled with the sort of dialogue that
Heller used to such great effect in Catch-22:

“[The president] probably wants vou here as
soon as you can make the necessary arrangements,
although he probably doesn’t want you making any
yvet. That much is definite.’

“‘Waorking as what?' asked Gold.

“‘As anything yvou want, Bruce. You can have
your choice of anything that's open that we're
willing to let you have. At the moment, there's
nothing."”

“I would go for Seeretary of State, if I were vou,”
Ralph advises him.

“‘But I don't know anything,” said Gold doubt-
fully, ‘and I've got no experience.’

“*That’s never made a difference,’ said Ralph.”

By the end of the book, Gold has come to accept
this sort of thing. Even though he eventually turns
down the post that was never really offered him, it
doesn’t apparently bother him- that the Ralph
Newsomes of the administration are continuing in
exactly the same way as before.

One gets the impression that Gold (and Heller)
look on paolitics as a relatively harmless collection of
lunatics, all playing in an asylum called Washing-
ton.

There is one place, however, in which Heller
displays anger. This is in the sections of his book

were executed only after open trials at the demand
of the entire nation,

Nevertheless, a film such as Cuba could not have
been released twenly years ago or even ten years
ago, when Castro was being pictured in the Ameri-
can mass media as a lunatic delivering raving anti-
American harangues. Today the accomplishments
af the Cuban revolution are such that blind reaction
doesn’t have things entirely to itself, and it is
possible to have a film that is not wildly distorted.

Who knows? Maybe in twenty years Hollywood
will even give us a film that shows the shah as the
mass murderer and torturer that he is and the
Iranian revolution that overthrew him as a heroic
struggle. —Paul Siegel

no ‘Catch-22’

dealing with Henry Kissinger. Gold is collecting
material for a eritical biography of the former
secretary of state, and this material—much of it in
the form of newspaper clippings—is scattered
throughout the book.

“Kissinger urged sending B-50Z2s against Cambo-
dia, supported dictatorships in Chile, Greece, and
the Philippines, was dedicated to the perpetuation
of racist minority rule in Africa, and contributed to
the reelection of Richard Nixon. . . . Gold had a
title he liked. He would call his book The Little
FPrussian.”

Kissinger, Heller seems to feel, is representative
of those Jews who sell themselves to the anti-
Semites. One remembers Nixon's anti-Jewish slurs
on the White House tapes.

Gold's family is made up of a domineering,
ignorant father, a malicious mother, a collection of
sisters, each wrapped in their own emotional prob-
lems, and a brother whose favorite pastime is
twitting Bruce Gold with his college degree. Their
self-absorption is like that of the politicians in the
Washington lunatic asylum.

In regarding his characters as harmless gro-
tesques, Heller deprives his satire of bite. It is anger
which gives satire its strength and there is little
anger in Good as Gold. For this reason it is a novel
far inferior to Catch-22, whose key element was the
white heat of Heller's rage against the senseless
killing of war.

—Peter Archer
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RIGHTS VICTORY
IN AGEE CASE

A victory for civil liberties
was won January 28 when a
federal judge ordered the Car-
ter administration to return the
passport of Philip Agee. The
State Department had revoked
Agee's passport in December
after he sugpgested that Wash-
ington turn over CIA files on
its activities against Iran in
exchange for the hostages in
the U.S. Embassy in Tehran,

Agee, a U.S. citizen now liv-
ing in West Germany, is the
author of Inside the Company:
A CIA Diary. He has been
active in exposing CIA crimes.

Judge Gerhard Gesell over-

turned a regulation allowing
the secretary of state to revoke
passports if he determines that
the holder's activities abroad
are harming “national secur-
ity.” But the judge added that
he “in no way intended” to
stop Carter from blocking
Agee’s travel by other means.

‘MILITANT' WINS A ROUND
IN MINNESOTA

After an ahsence of nearly
five wyears, the Militant will
once again be sold in the ar-
cade of the downtown Minnea-
polis Public Library, reports
correspondent Mimi Pichey.

On January 9 U.S. District
Judge Earl Larson ruled that a

library regulation prohibiting
sales on library property was
an infringement of the Social-
ist Workers Party's right to free
speech.

SWP members were denied
the right to sell the Militant in
the library arcade in the spring
of 1975, They subsequently
filed suit, aided by the Minne-
sota Civil Liberties Union,
claiming that the library regu-
lation prohibiting sales was an
abridgement of First Amend-
ment rights. The Library
Board argued that the regula-
tion was designed to control
noise,

Judge Larson ruled that “be-
ing public property, the hibrary

Retail Clerks face union-bustino in Bay Area

By Don Harmon

SAN FRANCISCO—
Grocery store clerks,
members of the United Food
and Commercial Workers
Union, struck against Safe-
way on January 20, affect
ing 175 stores in eight Bay
Area counties.

On January 23 other ma-
jor supermarkets—
Albertsons, Ralphs, Lucky,
and Alpha Beta—locked out
their union clerks in retalia-
tion for the selective strike,
To date, only Safeway stores
are being picketed, as the
union attempts to put the
most pressure on the largest
supermarket chain. Safeway
employs 40 percent of the
17,000 unionized clerks in
the Bay Area.

There are no pickets at the
Safeway warehouse. Teams-

P

e

United Food and Commercial Workers unlon members picket Safeway at Livermore, Callfornia.

ter drivers bring their trucks
to the store parking lots and
scabs drive them to the
docks to be unloaded.

The initial impact of the
strike is shown by Safeway
laying off 500 Teamster
warehouse workers, one
third of the total work foree,
at their Richmond distribu-
tion center. Fresh produce
from the Richmond ware-
house is down T0 percent.

The employers’ final prop-
osal, rejected by the mem-
bership 7,531 to 231, in-
cluded takeaways in fifteen
major areas. These include
immediate dismissal for
cash register irregularities,
whereas warnings are now
required; reduced maternity
leave; expanded probation
from thirty to sixty days;
increased duties of lower-
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Militant/'Lovise Goodman

paid non-food clerks; and a
sharp attack on seniority,
which would take away
rights of full-time clerks and
encourage the use of part-
time clerks.

The Safeway-led Food Em-
ployers Council is organiz-
ing to deal a heavy blow
against the union, Scabs are
being brought in from the
West Coast and the Midw-
est. This is the same outfit
that forced Teamster Ware-
house workers out on a 128-
day strike in 1978, resulting
in a big sethack for the un-
ion.

A labor support rally is
being organized by the Coa-
lition of Labor Union
Women and United Food
and Commercial Workers
Local 428. For more infor-
mation call (408) 998-0428.

1= subject to the citizen's funda-
mental right to express freely
his or her views in a public
place.”” He added that “less
restrictive means are available
to the Library Board to control
noise levels. . . ."

This ruling sets an important
precedent. In the past vear in
the Twin Cities, Militant sales-
people have been prevented
from szelling both at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota and on
the streets of St. Paul. Social-
ists here intend to use this
ruling to further assert First
Amendment rights for circula-
tion of the Militant.

BORDER COPS
CONVICTED
IN VIGILANTE ASSAULTS

Two .S, Border Patrol cops
were found guilty of having led
a vigilante group that system-
atically and brutally beat Mex-
icans who crossed the border in
San Ysidro, California.

Jeffrey Otherson and Bruce
Brown were convicted January
29 in federal district court in
San Diego in the first criminal
brutality charges ever brought
against agents of the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Ser-
VIO,

This is also only the second
time the government has ever
ruled that civil rights protec-
tion extends to undocumented
workers as well as U5, eiti-
ZEns,

Michael Walsh, the U.S, At
torney in San Diego, said he is
continuing to pursue reports
that similar wvigilante groups
had heen =et up among other
border patrol officers .in the
area.

Meanwhile, on the same day
as the San Diego conviction,
federal INS agents in New
York City arrested eighty-five
undocumented workers in an
early morning raid of bus stops
in Manhattan.

The New York Times re
ported that this is “the largest
roundup of domestic workers
believed to be illegal aliens
that immigration agents could
remember making in the area.”

The eighty-five were jammed
into a room in the bus terminal
for questioning. Twelve are
still being held because they
coildn’t  produce the proper
papers.

MIAMI COPS RATE
THEIR BEATINGS

William Hanlon, one of five

More than 100,000 British
steelworkers have been on
strike since January 2 at the
nationalized British = Stesl
Corporation. They are de-

_manding a wage increase in
line with the 17 percent infla-
tion rate.

Just before the strike the
company announced plans to
sliminate one-third of the
jobs of BSC workers in an
austerity move.

Coal miners and dock and
transportation workers
throughout Britain are sup-
porting the strike. Important
support has also come from
other counftries. Swedish
dockworkers are refusing to
load steel tor Britain.

The following letter was
sent to the Iron and Stesl
‘Trades Confederation, the
largest union on strike, by.

_ Socialist Warkers Party presi-
dential candidate Andrew
Pulley. Pulley is a member of
Local 1066, United Steel-
workers of America, and is
one of thousands laid off
from U.S. Steel Corporation
Gary Works in Gary, Indiana.

Solidarity with
British steel strike

“Ag a steelworker | want to
express solidarity with your
sirike.

“We face the samsa prob-
lems—trying to keep our
wages up with inflation and
praserve our jobs against mill
closings. _

“Your industry ssems to
run on the same basis as
hera: maximize profit regard-
less of cost in safety, jobs or
production itself.

"Steel Is needed every-
where for housing, schools,
hospitals, appliances, trans-
portation. But our bosses
complain of a steel surplus.

“When American mills are
closed the blame is put on
competition from steel-
workers in other countries.

“It Is not 'forelgn” stesl-
workers who are our ana-
mies. It is our own bosses
and their governmants.

"I am urging steelworker
union locals in the U.S. to
support your strike in every
way possible.

"Our response has to be
international solidarity.”

What's Going On

ALABAMA

BIRMINGHAM

KLAN TERROR: WHO'S BEHIND IT
AND HOW TO FIGHT IT. Speakers: Rev.
Franklin Tate, Birmingham Southarn
Christian Leadership Conference; Austin
Thomas, Kingston Community leader;
Dwight Davis, spokesperson for Commu-
niat  Workers Party; Sandy Porter,
member United Steelworkers Local 3038
and Socialist Workers Party. Sat., Feb. 8,
T:30 pm. 16809 5th Ave. N. Donalion
$1.50. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more
information call [205) 328-9403.

THE TRUTH ABOUT AFGHAMISTAN:
ITS MEANING FOR AMERICAN WORK-
ERS. Speaker: Lee Smith, Socialist Work-
ers Party. Sun, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m. 1608
5th Ave, N, Donation: $1.50. Ausp: Mili-
tant Forum, For more infarmation call
(205) 328-2403.
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CALIFORNIA

LOS ANGELES

HOW WE CAM WIN THE ERA. A report
from the Labor for Equal Rights Now rally
and march, Speakers: Janice Ball,
member of International Association of
Machinists District 727 and Coalition of
Labor Union Women; Gwendolyn Mar-
shall, member of United Autc Workers
Local 148 Women's Commitles and So-
cialist Workers Party, David Dismore,
chair of ERA Task Force lor LA Malional
Organization for Women. Sat., Feb. 9,
7:30 p.m, 22171 N, Broadway (off Golden
State Freeway). Donation: $1.50. Ausp
Militan! Forum, For moare information call
(213) 225-3126.

NICARAGUA HNATIONAL LITERACY
CRUSADE FUND RAISER. Speaker: So-
nia de Chamorro, fund raising director for
literacy crusade. Fri., Feb. 15, 8 p.m.
Fritchman Auditorium, 2836 W. Bth 51 (at
Vermont). Donation: $2.50. Ausp: MNa-
tional MNelwork in - Solidanly with the
Micaraguan Peaple, L.A. Committee. For
more information call (213) Z24-2878.

MICHIGAN

DETROIT

LABOR'S STRUGGLE AGAINST RA-
CISM AND THE RIGHT WING. Speakers:
Chris Alston, founding member ol United
Auto Workers, report on the February 2
Gresnsbara anti-Klan march. Sun., Feb.
10. 7 p.m. 8404 Woodward Ave, Donation:
$1.50. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more
inlormation call (313) 8T5-5322.

OHIO

TOLEDO

ISSUES FACING WOMEN IN INDUS-
TRY. Speakers: Janel Posl, member of
United Auto Workers Local 12 and So-
cializt Workers Party, others, Sun_, Feb. 3,
7 p.m. 2120 Dorr 5t. Donation: $1. Ausp:
Militant Labor Forum, For more informa-
tion call (419) 536-0383,

RALLY AGAINST KU KLUX KLAM:
STOP RACIST VIOLENCE FROM OHIO

TO NORTH CAROLINA. Speakers: Lynn
Edmiston, member United Auto Workers
Local 12 and Socialist Workers Party,
others. Sun,, Feb, 10, 7 p.m. 2120 Dorr St
Donation: §1. Ausp: Militant Labor Fo-
rum. For more information call (419) 536-
0383

OREGON

PORTLAND

WHY U.5. WORKERS NEED A LABOR
PARTY. Speaker: Frank Lowell, labor
columnist for the Militant, Naticnal Com-
mittes member of Socialist Workers
Party. Sun.. Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m. T11 NW.
Everett 21 Donation: 1. Ausp: Militant
Forum. For more information call (503)
222726

PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA
RUNAWAY SHOPS: HOW TO FIGHT

BACK. Speakers: George Dolph, member
Intarnational Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 2005 and member of So-
cialist Workers Party, others. Sat., Feb. 9,
3 pom. 5811 M. Broad St Donation: $1.50.
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more informa-
tion call [215) 927-4747

UTAH

SALT LAKE CITY

MX MISSILE: WHAT IT MEANS FOR
WORKING PEOPLE. Speakers: Stlan
Halmas, Brine-Shrimp Alllance and MX
Inlormation Hol-Ling, Bob Bruce, chair,
Salt Lake Young Socialist Alliance and
mambar of International- Assaciation of
Machinists Lodge 1525 HKem Olson,
spokesperson for Litah State Task Force
on the MX. Sun.. Feb. 10, 7 p.m, 877 5,
Tih E. Donation: $1.50. Ausp: Militant
Forum, For more information call {B01)
A55-1124



Miami police officers being
tried for the bludgeoning death
of Arthur McDuffie, a Black
insurance executive, revealed
in a deposition before prosecu-
tors that cops there view the
beating of civilians as com-
monplace. So commonplace, in
fact, that they use a scale of 1
to 30 to rate injuries they in-
flict. McDuffie, Hanlon said,
looked “like a 29.” A 30-point
injury means death.
McDuffie was savagely
clubbed to death on December
17 by the five white cops. Han-
lon said he witnessed a fellow

officer, Alex Morrero, standing
over McDuffie with “his flash-
light and he had it gripped
with both hands—he reared
back and came down on top of
his head.” Hanlon added, “I
recall at least three times. It
was very strong, very powerful
blows.”

McDuffie died of massive
head injuries. “They hit him in
vengeance”’ said a witness to
the brutal murder. “Everybody
was beating this guy up.”

The five cops are pleading
not guilty.

By Mary Sears

NEW YORK—January 22
marked the seventh anniver-
sary of the Supreme Court
ruling that women had the
constitutional right to
choose abortion.

On January 15 of this
year, another landmark de-
cision on abortion was won.
Judge John Dooling of the
Federal District Court in
Brooklyn ruled that the Con-
gressional cut-off of Medi-
caid funds for abortion is
unconstitutional. If upheld
by the U.S. Supreme Court,
this ruling would strike
down the infamous Hyde
Amendment,.

In the wake of this abor-
tion rights victory, the New
York chapter of the National
Organization for Women
held its fourth annual abor-
tion rights forum at New
York University.

Some 175 people, mostly
young women, turned out to
hear speakers including
Rhonda Copelon of the Cen-
ter for Constitutional
Rights, one of the lawyers
involved in the Dooling deci-
sion; Bill Baird, a long-time
activist in the abortion
rights movement; Carol Bel-
lamy, president of the New
York City Council; Erica
Jong, poet and author; and
others.

“We should want to cele-

Renewed abortion rights
fight urged

brate this victory, but we
should not cover up the eri-
sis that is continuing,” Co-
pelon told the audience.
Other speakers also stressed
the need for continued ac-
tion to defend abortion
rights.

Marcella Martinez, special
advisor to the United Na-
tions Secretary General,
pointed out that women seek
abortions whether or not
they are legal. The differ-
ence is in whether a woman
will have a safe legal abor-
tion or whether she will run
a great risk of death from a
back-alley or self-induced
abortion.

According to Martinez, 40
million abortions are re-
corded worldwide each year,
and it is estimated that half
of these are performed ille-
gally. She noted that a ma-
jor cause of death, chronic
illness, and sterilization
among women of child-
bearing age in the world is
unsafe, illegal abortions.

The anniversary of the
Supreme Court ruling was
also marked by a convoca-
tion and march in Midtown
Manhattan sponsored by
the Religious Leaders for a
Free Choice and by a march
in the financial district
sponsored by the Committee
for Abortion Rights and
Against Sterilization.

By Clare Fraenzl

LAWRENCEVILLE, Pa.—
Members of United Steel-
workers Local 1531 walked
off their jobs here for nearly
a week to protest conditions
“like an eighteenth century
plantation.”

The 400 workers at
McConway and Torley make
railroad couplers. On the
picket line, the wife of a
striker said: “I know how
they drive those men. I pack
my husband’s lunch. He
doesn’t get time to eat it. He
brings his lunchpail home
full.”

Forced overtime is routine.
The company president “ar-
bitrates” grievances. Armed
security guards prowl the
plant, with the same author-
ity as foremen to discipline
workers.

“They're out to break the
union,” an elected griever
said. “Anyone who speaks
up is harassed or fired.”

Stepped-up attacks on the
union began last year after
a new local leadership
moved to strengthen the

Pa. steel local fights
‘18th century’ conditions

grievance committee and es-
tablish a civil rights com-
mittee. Workers were out-
raged over company
harassment of Blacks and
women. Of the ten women
who have been hired, only
three remain.

Several activists in the
National Organization for
Women joined the picket
lines when Local 1531 ap-
pealed to NOW to support
the strike and help defend
its women members.

The strike ended when a
slave-labor court order im-
posed heavy fines on the
strikers. In violation of
Pennsylvania law, the judge
authorized the company to
garnish wages and seize
personal property to collect
the fines. Seven workers
were fined $500 a day each
and others $50 a day for
remaining on strike after the
initial court order.

Since the end of the strike,
fifteen workers have been
fired and others suspended.

The local union is discuss-
ing further action.
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The Great Society
Harry Ring

A scoop—We hope New Yorkers were
not unduly astonished on reading a_front-
page New York Times article which flatly
asserts that there is a shortage of apart-
ments in the city and that rents have been
rising quite steadily.

How thoughtful can you get?—
Philadelphia cops arrested a trio toting
handguns, silencers, ‘‘commando”
daggers, false IDs and “electronic war-
fare” equipment. Their claim that they
were CIA agents was finally discounted
and they are now being queried about the
execution of a Texas judge. Their lawyer
insists they are ‘“decent’” businessmen.
Asked why the sliencers, he responded,
“They didn’t want to disturb anyone.”

Hardly worthy mentioning—Shell
Oil kicked off the new year by hiking its
gas a dime a gallon. Meanwhile, the
company president said 1979 earnings
were up 23 percent over 1978, and would

Women in Revolt

Draft no, ERA yes!

President Carter’s call for reinstating
selective service registration—with the

possible inclusion of women—has sparked.

a debate. Should women be drafted? Is
this the logic of our fight for equality?

Secretary of Defense Harold Brown
says he favors registering women along
with men. His reason? It “is mostly a
matter of equity.”

Equity? This is quite a switch. Here we
have the government that has systemati-
cally denied women equal opportunities,
access to abortion, and child care, sud-
denly offering to put us on the front lines
of its next war—in the name of equality.

Figures in the women’'s rights move-
ment have been quick to oppose the draft
for women or men.

In a January 25 New York Times inter-
view, Eleanor Smeal, president of the
National Organization for Women, stated
that NOW is “totally opposed”-to drafting
women Or men.

Janyce Katz, public information man-
ager of the National Women’s Political
Caucus, told the Times that her organiza-
tion also was in “total opposition” to the
draft.

Ethyl Taylor, national coordinator of
Women Strike for Peace and a supporter
of the Equal Rights Amendment, said,
“We oppose the draft for all Americans,
madle or female, and as we did during the
Vietnam War, we will be supportive of
those who resist on a matter of principle,
because it creates bodies for foreign ad-
ventures.”

Bella Abzug told the New York Daily
News: “I categorically oppose the rein-
statement of the draft for men, or women,
and I regard any move to do so as anti-
feminist.”

Some people are arguing that women's
rights groups and ERA supporters have
brought the draft on themselves.

This is the position of right-wing ERA
opponent Phyllis Schlafly. She told the
Times that “Carter’'s proposal proves
what we've been saying for the last seven
years, that the E.R.A. proponents want to

-draft women and treat them just like men

in the military.”

This is false. The women’s rights move-
ment has never urged support for the ERA
so that women could be drafted. Quite the

. opposite. Millions of women, and many

women's groups, participated in protest-

ing the Vietnam War and the draft.
NOW has a long history of opposition to

U.S. military intervention. The 1971 na-

be “a little over a billion dollars.” That’s
the nice part of getting into the billion -
bracket. Every 0.1 percent represents a
million.

That’ll learn ’em—The Justice Depart-
ment says it’s trying to deport Valerian
Trifa, a bishop of the Romanian Orthodox
Church based in Michigan. They say he
concealed his role in the slaughter of 4,000
Jews in Romania under the Nazis. Mean-
while, Radio Free Europe sponsored a
broadcast by the good bishop. Two em-
ployees angrily notified a member of
Congress. Action was prompt. The two
were fired.

Who me? What?—Former Rep. Daniel
Flood, being tried on bribery charges for
the second time, is now pleading he’s too
senile to defend himself. On the stand, he
couldn’t remember what year it was. But
he was clear-headed enough to deny the
charges.
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tional NOW conference passed a resolu-
tion calling for the “immediate end to all
American military activity” in Vietnam.
Opposition to the draft was discussed
again at NOW’s 1979 national conference.

The argument that the ERA leads to
sending women to war is a trick to con-
fuse people. It’s not the fighters for
women'’s equality who are responsible for
the draft. It is the opponents of the ERA
and women's equality who are beating the
war drums and demanding that American
working-class youth serve as cannon
fodder for wars against our sisters and
brothers abroad.

That includes Schlafly. When she’s not
besmirching the ERA in the pages of her
right-wing Fagle Forum newsletter, she’s
arguing for such things as an increase in
the war budget, production of the B-1
bomber, and sending troops to Africa and
Asia.

Schlafly reflects the interests of big
business, which alone stands to profit
from U.S. military adventures. And it is
big business that also has the most to
gain from women’s inequality, from pay-
ing us fifty-nine cents to every dollar
earned by men. That’s why the ERA is
still not ratified.

If the government tries to take us into
another Vietnam—which was the threat
in Carter’s State of the Union address
January 23—it will mean the lives of our
friends and relatives, and possibly our
own lives as well. It will mean higher
inflation, further cuts in social services,
steeper energy rates, and more nuclear
weapons.

If they draft women, working-class
women, especially Blacks and Latinas,
will be at the top of the list. And even if
they don’t, you can be sure that we’ll be
told to sacrifice our demands for equality
to the “national interest.”

To oppose the draft, however, does not
mean that women are incapable of com-
bat.

One only has to look at the heroic role of
women in Vietnam, Iran, and Nicaragua
to see this. Women have fought side by
side with their brothers to rid their coun-
tries of U.S.-supported dictators.

Discussion on, debate around, and ac-
tions against the draft are on the increase.
Women on the campuses and in the work-
place can and will play a big role in
organizing opposition to the draft and
U.S. military intervention.
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Our Revolutionary Heritage

Greensboro sit-ins

February 1 marks the twentieth
anniversary of the 1960 sit-in by four
Black students at a segregated lunch
counter in Greensboro, North Carol-
ina—one of the major events that
heralded the dawn of the civil rights
movement. Two years ago the *‘Mili-
tant’ initiated the ‘Revolutionary
Heritage' column with an article
about that historic event. With the
February 2 March Against Klan and
MNazi Terror set for Greensboro, we
are reprinting that article from the
February 3, 1978, ‘Militant.’

The names of the pioneers were Ezell
Blair, David Richmond, Franklin McLain,
and Joseph MacNeil. But you won't find
them in many history books.

They were students at North Carolina
Agricultural and Technical College, a
Black college in Greensboro, and they had
formed a Student Executive Committee
for Justice,

On Monday, February 1, 1960, they
walked into the F.W. Woolworth's store
near the campus and sat down at the
lunch counter. To get some justice.

Refused service at the “whites only”
counter, they continued to sit quietly until
the store closed.

The next day more than thirty students
gat in. The day after it was forty-five,
including a few white student supporters.

“If they can sell us merchandise from
other counters, we say they should serve
us at the lunch counter,” said a spokesper-
son for the Black students.

Some Ku Klux Klaners and white teen-
agers—with hunting knives strapped to
their belts—tried unsuccessfully to intimi-
date the demonstrators.

By the end of the week, reported the
February 15, 1960, Militant, “the aisles of
the Woolworth store were jammed with
Negroes carrving American flags and
whites waving Confederate flags."” Man-
agement closed the store.

The Black demonstrators moved on to
the segregated lunch counter at an
8. H. Kress store. It also closed.

The Supreme Court ruling against seg-
regated schools . . . the Montgomery bus
boyeott . . . the confrontation in Lattle
Hock—these events and others through
the 1950z had set the stage for the erup-
tion of a massive civil rights movement.
But it was the courageous action of four
Black students in Greensboro that struck
the spark. It was the right move at the
right time.

“A tide of youthful militancy in the
struggle against Jim Crow is flooding the
South,” reported George Weissman in the
February 22 Militant.

Exactly one week after the first Greens-
boro sit-in, Black students sat down at

lunch counters in Durham, North Carol-
ina. Then Charlotte, Then Raleigh, Eliza-
beth City, High Point, and Fayetteville,

“At noon in Winston-Salem,” Weigsman
wrote, “a lone Negro sat down at the
Kress lunch counter and, when refused
service, continued sitting. The item was
broadeast on the radio and within a few
hours he was joined by scores of students
from the Negro Teachers' College in that
city. By the end of the next day they had
caused the closing of five lunch counters
in the downtown area.”

The movement swept into South Carol-
ina, Virginia, Tennessee, Louisiana,
Texas, and across the South.

“The student movement in the South is
giving new inspiration, as well as provid-
ing valuable lessons in direct mass action,
to the Negro people and their white allies
throughout the country,” Weissman
wrote, “It is the most important thing now
happening in the United States.”

The racist local authorities were in-
itially taken by surprise. But soon Black
students were being assaulted by white
mobs and arrested for “trespassing.”

The Militant editorially called for "wi-
gorous supporting action” for the sit-ins
“from opponents of the Jim Crow system
throughout the country.”

The time was ripe for this, too.

Supporters of the Young Socialist news-
paper—especially in New York and Phila-
delphia—moved quickly to initiate student
committees to picket Woolworths.

The picketing spread rapidly. Unions
began to join in, By April 2, the New York
Times reported that desegregation pickets
marched “in front of a majority of the
3,000 F. W. Woolworth stores throughout
the nation.”

That day, 5,000 people picketed in New
York City, led by the NAACP, the Con-
gress of Racial Equality, and the Youth
Committee for Integration.

On April 17, 1960—in the midst of the
upsurge—the Young Socialist Alliance
was founded at a convention in Philadel-
phia. Delegates came directly from pro-
tests at segregated chain stores, the Mili-
tant veported. And during the lunch
breaks they joined Philadelphia picket
lines.

The sit-ins and the northern support
actions marked a significant shift in the
mood on campuses—the end of the “silent
generation” and the beginning of the
student radicalization. These were the
first nationwide protests against segrega-

tion, opening a new era in American

politics. :

And, on July 25, 1960, the Woolworth's
lun-::h counter in Greensboro opened
again.

To anyone.

Our party is your party

THE MILITANT is the voice of
the Socialist Workers Party.

IF YOU AGREE with what
you've read, you should join
us in fighting for a world
without war, racism, or

exploitation—a socialist
world.

JOIN THE SWP. Fill out this
coupon and mail it today.
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O Please send me more information.
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Letters

Afghan ‘outlaws’

I am proud to be defending
the position of the Militant on
Afghanistan on the shop floor.
Holding my ideas did lead to a
very heated argument with an
older worker. After the words
and curses stopped flying,
another younger worker came
over to congratulate me on
telling him off.

I found his comments on the
“anti-communist freedom
fighters” quite exact. He called
those fighting the Soviet and
Afghan government forces—
“outlaws.”

What else is a
counterrevolutionary if not
someone opposed to the laws
and actions of a progressive
government?

Who makes up this gang of
outlaws? Why the former big
landlords, the dope dealers, the
thieves, the smugglers—the
dregs of society and the former
parasites. Fitting company by
historical design.

Who wants to die for that
filth? Not me. Or the guy who
waorks beside me.

Buddy Beck
UUE Local 810
Pittsburgh, Pennsvlvania

Info on Afghanistan

My husband and I have
political arguments every so
often, and after reading your
view of the Afghanistan
situation in the January 18
Militanit he said basically that
your paper is a dupe of
Moscow. I know full well you
are anything but that.

In light of the news we just
heard about the bureaucrats
arresting Sakharov, my
hushand thinks your
comments will be “why didn't
they do it earlier?” I know
you're against it.

When [ read yvour account of
how the three most recent
Afghanistan rulers asked for
Soviet intervention, I wracked
my brain trying to remember
articles you may have written
in the past year confirming
that, but I do not recall any.

Can you point me to articles
you wrote about the buildup of
rightist bands? Were there
articles about the demand for
Soviet intervention against
those bands? Was there any
urging on your part for the
Soviel Union to get off ils ass
and act? If you can give me the
dates of the Militants with
such articles I'd appreciate it.
Amy Lowenstein
Yardlev, Pennsyvlvania

[In reply: Several articles
appeared in the Militant in the
past year taking up issues in
the Afghan revolution. See
“Afghanistan: Imperialist
drive to push back social
reforms,” May 4, 1979;
“Revolution in Afghanistan
faces imperialist offensive,”
July 20, 1979; and “Behind
11.58. lies on Afghanistan,”
October 19, 1979, Each of these
articles was authored by
Ernest Harsch and originally
appeared in Intercontinental
Press/ Inprecor,

[See also “New Powder Keg
in Middle East: Will Ferment
in Afghanistan Spread to Iran
and Pakistan?"” July 17, 1978,
Intercontinental
Press/ Inprecor, by Javad
Sadeeg.]

Opposes Soviet move

I was most upset by the
front-page editorial in the
January 18 Militant on the
Soviet military invasion of
Afghanistan.

I find that the Soviels'
blatant act of military
intervention in Afghanistan is
as serious a blow to world
peace and the progressive
development of nations as were
the Soviet invasions of
Finland in 1940, Poland in
1939, Czechoslovakia in 1968,
and the American military
intervention in Cuba in 1961,
Dominican Hepublic in 1965,
and Vietnam from the 1950=
until 1975,

More on rent

In the November 30 article
on rent control in the Mili-
tant 1 was shocked to read
that the Socialist Workers
Party urged voters not to
vote on & question of public
policy, but at the same time
you continue to press for
passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment, which doesn’t
guarantee that there will be
equal rights under the law,
and also has its share of
liberal Democratic politi-
cians supporting that
amendment and who give
people the idea that all they
need do is vote in a law and
the struggle is won.

The SWP's observation of
the measure to govern “te-
nant-landlord relations” is
different from my observa-
tions as a native of Balti-
maore and an organizer there
for six years,

Gerry Gaeng and Laila
Atallah know more than you
newcomers when they say
the rent control campaign
was “‘an attack on the self-
styled progressive business
and paolitical establishments
of this city,” and that the
“campaign was a signifi-
cant repudiation by our

control debate

city's working people of
Demaocratic Party capitalist
politics” [letter in December
21 Militant]. It is, at the very
least, as significant a vic-
tory as passage of the ERA.
In the context of the politi-
cal climate I remember in
Bualtimore, this measure 13 a
“victory” of extreme moral
significance and an over-
throw of archaic notions
that prevailed that land-
lords and tenants cannot
even get equal treatment. Its
limitations will show up,
and an educated people will
grasp these and push for
still greater, more revolu-
tionary changes. The people
of Baltimore are not as
stupid as the all-knowing
SWP arrogantly assumes.
Do you think you might
try to educate people without
directly opposing their own
best efforts towards the
same goals? By isolating
yvourself from organizers
and other progressive work-
ing people, you fail to ac-
complish significant daily
changes that will lead to a
qualitative leap.
Terry Mulcahy
Albuguergue, New Mexico




The introduction of 100,000
Soviet troops, tanks, bombers,
helicopter gunships, etc.
cannot take the place of a true
Afghan social revolutionary
movement that has any chance
of success. Rather, whatl we are
seeing in Afghanistan is not
the Soviet defense of the
Afghan revolution, but the
modern-day version of
longstanding Russian national
visions of southward
expansion, clothed in the
rhetoric of aid to an embattled
Afghan revolution,

Revolution cannot he
imposed on an unwilling
people, struggling to develop
their own form of socialism, by
the tanks and guns and
soldiers of a foreign army,
without the most dire of
consequences (witness
Cambodia, and in the obverse,
the failure of imposing
counterrevolution in Vietnam).

I urge you to make a deeper
analysis before you support a
continued Soviel “presence” in
Afghanistan, as L. Trotsky
urged in the 1920 debate on the
Polish war, in order to prevent
a long and unprofitable
Vietnam-like situation. See L.
Trotsky, My Life (Pathfinder
Press, 1970), page 457. Without
such a change in your position,
you bhecome no more than
apologists for a thinly-veiled
superpower-created imperialist
War,

R.M.D.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Afghan coverage

Keep up the excellent job;
especially appreciated are your
articles on Afghanistan! I have
never felt kept o much in the
dark on the facts nor so
anxiously awaited clarification
from the Militant on anything
so much as Afghanistan.
J.B.
Buena Park, California

Not convinced

Your January 25 article on
the “betrayal” of the Spanish
and Italian CPs for opposing
the USSR's military adventure
in Afghanistan was not
convineing to me and to many
others I'm sure.

To sav that the Italian and
Spanish “Stalinists” are still
following “Moscow's line” by
“siding with their own
capitalist class" against the
USSR on this issue is a little
silly.

The Militant is probably
right to actively oppose 1.5,
union boycotts of the Soviet
Union—but you won't have
much influence among
working people with such all-
or-nothing praise for the Soviet
affair. The situation is much
more complex.

Steve Karian
Cambridge, Massachusetts

The letters column is an
open forum for all view-
points on subjects of gen-
eral interest to our readers.
Please keep vyour letters
brief. Where necessary they
will be abridged. Please in-
dicate if you prefer that
your initials be used rather
than your full name.
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Learning About Socialism

Afghanistan—Russia’s Vietham?

When Soviet troops moved into Afghanistan to help fight
counterrevolutionary forces, the capitalist media sang a
single tune. “It's a new Vietnam!" they chanted. “Russia
will bog down in a fight against fiercely independent
Afghans just as we did in the war with the Vietnamese! [t
will end in a catastrophe for Moscow!"

The refrain hecame somewhat muted when the over-
whelming majority of Afghans put up no resistance to the
Soviet presence, and thousands of Afghan troops stood with
Soviet soldiers against the rightists. But the theme is still a
feature of Washington's propaganda.

It is a cynical attempt to manipulate the opposition that
American working people felt to Washington's war in
Indochina. By appealing to those sentiments, Carter hopes
to soften up public opinion for the next Vietnam.

During the Vietnam war, most Americans found to their
dispust that the UU.S.backed Saigon government was a
corrupt dictatorship hated by the people. They increasingly
saw the war as a brutal assault on a people who were
determined to get the occupation forces out of their country.

With this experience deeply etched in their minds, it is
understandable that many workers accept the media claims
which equate the entry of Soviet troops into Afghanistan
with Vietnam. In fact, the two interventions differ like day
from night.

Much more was involved in the Vietnamese struggle than
opposition to the presence of foreign troops. The Vietnamese
were fighting for a social revolution. They wanted to change
a social and economic system that had become intolerable
for the masses,

The Vietnamese masses fought to divide the holdings of
the rich landlords among the impoverished peasants, They
fought for education and medical care for all. They wanted
a more equal distribution of vital necessities like food,
clothing, and shelter. And they saw the need for a planned
economy that could foster modernization of the economy.

Vietnam was dominated by imperialism—first as a colony
by France and then through the “independent” Saigon
regime by Washington. Foreign corporations drained the
country of much wealth. Imperialist domination distorted
the society, creating massive unemployment, prostitution,
and drug addiction. :

Imperialist domination preserved the backward and op-
pressive institutions that most Vietnamese wanted to
change. That is why they fought with such fierce determina-
tion against the 1.8, and French occupiers.

In their fight for social and economic progress, the
Vietnamese people had no inclination to go it alone. They
gladly accepted whatever Soviet military and economic aid
they could get. They encouraged Peking to station thou-
sands of soldiers in North Vietnam, where they built roads,
guarded key facilities, and acted as a deterrent to any
moves by Washington to invade North Vietnam.

Without such outside help, the Vietnamese struggle for
liberation would have been even more difficult and costly,

In Afghanistan, people began to rise up in April 1978

against the same kind of oppressive conditions that sparked
the Vietnamese revolution. Responding to this mood, the
government initiated a land reform, began a literacy cam-
paign, and sought to free women from age-old slavery.

For all its drawbacks, the basic social measures that the
government was trying to push forward represented the
only road out of growing misery for the Afghan masses.
And wide sections of the population knew this.

U5, imperialism could not live with the reforms which
the Afghan government had initiated. It feared that the
revolutionary process, once under way, could not be stopped.
So Washington began to back opposition groups represent-
ing the landlords, heroin traders, capitalists, and loan
sharks whose interests were threatened by the revolution.

If the counterrevolutionaries had won, they would have
had to carry out a bloodbath against the workers, peasants,

~and all others who saw the need for social progress. The

mass slaughter in Chile in 1973 and Indonesia in 1965 when
ultraright forces triumphed were examples of what the
“freedom fighters” had in store for the Afghan masses.

That is the context in which we must judge the roles of the
U.S. and Soviet governments in Afghanistan. The Soviet
rulers intervened in Afghanistan to protect strategic mil-
itary interests. But to do so they had to push back the
counterrevolutionary bands and thus strengthen the Af-
ghan revolution.

By contrast, Washington's intervention—as in Vietnam—
placed it on the side of the most reactionary forces and a
doomed social order,

Thizs context revealsz the fallacy of the predictions that the
Soviel forces and their Afghan allies will soon be “bogged
down,” just as U.S. imperialism was in Vietnam. This
assumes that the Afghan people long for the victory of the
counterrevolution. Events are showing that they do not.

Contrary to the racist and condescending portraits of
“flercely independent tribesmen,” who just love their semi-
feudal landlords, Afghan working people are not so differ-
ent from working people in Vietnam, Iran, or the United
States.

They don't want to be unemployed. They don't want
hunger and poverty. They don't want to till land so that
some big landlord can get richer. They don't want to be
illiterate. They don’t want women to be bought and sold like
cattle,

And so they don't like the program of the counterrevolu-
tion and its bankrollers in Washington, which aims to push
them back into the dark ages.

The only solid base of support for the reactionary alliance
of dope traders, landlords, usurers, and capitalists is world
imperialism. Working people should demand that Carter put
a stop to arms aid to the Afghan counterrevolutionaries and
to the Pakistani government that supports them.

Far from being a “HRussian Vietnam,"” the dispatching of
Soviet troops to Afghanistan placed a big new obstacle in
the way of Washington's drive to prepare new Vietnams in
the Middle East and Southwest Asia. —Fred Feldman
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THE MILITANT
Earthquake cracks

deadly nuclear lab

Calif. officials cover up danger from radioactive leak

By Louise Goodman

SAN FRANCISCO—A second Three
Mile Island? That was the guestion on
nearly everybody's mind as a powerful
earthquake shook northern California,
causing a leak of radioaclive waler at
the Livermore nuclear weapons facility
east of San Francisco January 24.

The quake forced the evacuation of
the 7,100 employees of the nuclear
facility. And just two days later
another major earthquake shook the
Bay Area.

Officials are going out of their way
te play down the seriousness of the
danger, just as they did during Three
Mile Island.

California has no evacuation plan

for residents in the case of a major
accident at Livermore. With two major
quakes, nine major aftershocks, and
one hundred smaller aftershocks, it is
clear that northern California is in the
middle of an earthquake swarm. It
could be hit again in the nnmedmte
period ahead,

Livermore laboratory officials
stepped in quickly to try to minimize
the hazard caused by the leak of B0
gallons from a erack in a 30,000-gallon
Livermore tank heolding a mixture of
water and radicactive tritium.

To begin with, laboratory officials
covered up for a day the fact that any

leak had taken place.

Then they held a news conference to
insist there was no danger. With TV
cameras focusing on an innocent-
looking puddle, a lab spokesperson
asserted the radioactive water was safe
enough to drink. The official didn't
volunteer to sample the water.

Tritium is a hydrogen isotope used in
the release of nuclear energy through
fusion. It emits beta radiation. Even
the lowest levels of radiation from such
isotopes, especially if taken into the
body, can do serious cell damage and
cause cancer, mutations, and birth
defects, Tritium poses the special
threat of replacing hydrogen in the
genetic material of cells.

Last summer a tritium leak in Tue-
son, Arizona, contaminated local
gchoolchildren and workers. Mass pro-
test forced the closing of the American
Atomics plant there,

Alarming as the tritium leakage is,
antinuclear activists believe the great-
est danger at Livermore is the Pluto-
nium Metallurgy Laboratory (Building
332). Some H00 pounds of plutonium
are stored there.

Dispersed into the air, that is enough
plutonium to caouse lung cancer in
millions of people.

Extensive expert testimony before
the Alameda County Board of Supervi-.
Continued on page 15

Oil strikers face company stonewalling

(il workers throughout the United
States have been on strike since Janu-
ary 8. On January 25 the union bought
an ad in the New York Times explain.
ing some of the issues.

“Ten't it incredible that the [U.S. ol
industry—the richest and most profita-
ble industry in the world—won't pro-
vide the full cost of adequate health
care benefitz for its wage earning em-
plovees?

“This iz a principal reason thal we—
approximately 55,000 members of the
(], Chemical and Atomic Workers
International Union, AFL-CIO—are on
strike against 100 oil, petrochemical
and pipeline companies in this coun-
Y o+ o

“The reason we are on strike is
simple: we are sesking a much-needed
wage increase; a fully paid, adeguate
health care benefits plan with dental
and prescription drug coverage; and
additional vacation time.”

In trving to win these modest de-
mands, o1l workers are up against both
company stonewalling and govern-
ment hostility.

Last year OCAW was the first major
union victimized by Carter's wage
guideline; oil workers saw their § per-
cent raise gobbled up by inflation
higher than 13 percent. This year
OCAW faces a new set of pay guide
lines plus demands by Carter for “res-
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traint” and sacrifice in the interests of
Washington's war drive,

Local cops and courts are doing their
part by limiting OCAW pickets and
covering up the danger of fires and
explosions at scab-run refineries,

Exxorr

Maobil

Texaco

Standard Indiana {Amuma
Guif

Standard Ohio (Sohio)
Arco

“Shell

Phillips

Conoco
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Big Oil can afford to pay

1979 profits . increase

$4,295 million 550
2,010 78
1,759 106
1,510 40
1,322 88
1,186 163
1,160 45
1,130 as
891 24
B15 81

chart compiled by-the Militant

OCAW pickets at Martinez, Callfornia, refineries

Militant/Joe Ryan

With public outrage at oil company
price-gouging at an all-time high, a big
potential exists for winning broad
public support to the ol workers'
cause, The entire labor movement and
all the victims of Big hl's profiteering
and ripoffs have a stake in this fight.

Militant correspondents from around
the country have been at the picket
lines with the strikers and have sent in
the following reports:

Torrance

By Joette Baity

TORRANCE, Calif.—At Mobil Oil's
Torrance refinery, the scabs are living
inside. From the street you can see
their trailers and campers. Some are
supposed to be living right in the
company office building in the plant.

The police are playing their uwsual
role, At the front gate they force picket-
ers to stop for traffic signals. They
ticket strikers for crossing the street

against a flashing “Don't Walk" sign.
They hand out tickets for things like a
burned out tail light when a striker
drives away from the line.

The cops are enforcing an injunction
that limits the numhber of picketers at
the front gate to nine and four each at
the other gates. The injunction even
specifies the distance between pickets.

One striker told me that electricians,
boilermakers, and Teamsters are hon-
oring the picket line.

At the Vernon refinery, Teamster
drivers bring the trucks up to the
picket line. Management scabs then
take over driving into the plant, load-
ing and driving back out.

Strikers at Torrance say rail workers
are doing the same kind of thing.

Mobil has been using helicopters and
rented trucks to bring in the scahs.

Several strikers [ spoke with were
concerned about accidents. One told
me that a tank had overflowed and
flooded a protective back-up container.
He also said the scabs are operating a
receiving tank that was damaged in an
accident in September. When the strik-
ers left the plant January 8, there was
a six-foot crack in that tank.

Another striker said he is glad he
lives twenty miles away. “If there's
any problem at all, there's going to be
an explosion,” he said.

New Orleans

By Greg Nelson ,

NEW ORLEANS—0il workers here
are conducting their strike in a diffi-
cult situation.

On January 18 at 7:30 a.m. a fore-
man was shot to death at the Tenneco
refinery in Chalmette, a town adjacent
to New Orleans. The foreman was shot
as he directed scab traffic into the
struck facility.

The shooting created a tremendous
uproar of anti-union, anti-strike propa-
ganda from the local media and put
OCAW Local 4-522 on the defensive.

According to reports, Audrey “Ed"
Massey, a twelve-year local member

Continued on page 22





