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Socialist nominee rips 
Reagan's 'rights' panel 

Nicaragua 
rebuts lies 
on downed 
U.S. copter · BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

Mel Mason, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for president in 1984, blasted the 
l}.S. Commission on Civil Rights' state­
ment January 17 attacking affirmative ac­
tion and the use of numerical quotas for 
Blacks in hiring. The commission also 
urged that the U.S. Supreme Court adopt a 
similar racist position . 

"The civil rights commission claims af­
frrmative action quotas constitute reverse 
discrimination against whites," said 
Mason. "That's a lie. Whites don't suffer 
race discrimination . The commission 
raises this false argument to divert attention 
from the real ra~ial discrimination suffered 
by Blacks, and to portray Black workers 
fighting for equality in the workplace as the 
enemy of white workers ." 

The civil rights commission, recently re­
constituted by President Reagan to include 
a majority opposed to affirmative action, 
adopted its new stance in a statement at­
tacking the Detroit Police Department for 
using quotas for the promotion of Black of­
ficers. The commission raised many of the 
same arguments presented by the U.S. Jus­
tice Department, which joined with some 
white cops in Detroit in challenging the af­
frrmative action program. 

The police department is required to 
maintain separate seniority lists for Black 
and white officers . Promotions are made 
alternately from the two lists so that Black 
and white officers are advanced in equal 
numbers . · 

Morris Abram, a Democrat appointed to 
the commission by President Reagan, as­
sailed the dual seniority system: "Equal 
means equal . Equal does not mean you 
have separate lists of Blacks and whites for 
promotion, any more than you have sepa­
rate accommodations for Blacks and 
whites for eating ,;• 

John Bunzel, another Democrat on the 

Militant/ Andy Rose 
Mel Mason, Socialist Workers Party -candidate for president, denounced civil rights 
commission statement against affirmative action. 

commission, said "it is a gross over­
simplification to suggest that racism and 
discrimination ate still the root cause" of 

· inequalities. 
"Does anyone really believe that the 

special ills which still trap the Black under­
class in poverty and failure can be blamed 
solely on discrimination?" asked Bunzel. 

"Well, it's not because we ' re dumb!" 
Mel Mason told the Militant. 

"Yes," he continued, "it's because of ra­
cism and racial discrimination. And it's be­
cause of sexism .and sexual discrimination 
that women are on the bottom of the heap. 
And, in the final analysis, it's because this 
society is run by a tiny group of capitalists 
who make superprofits off this oppression 

and further divide the labor movement in 
the process. 

"The only protection Blacks, other op­
pressed nationalities, and women have 
frorri the painful cycle of being 'the last 
hired, first fired' is affirmative action -
and with some teeth. Quotas." 

Mason, a former city council member in 
Seaside, California, who led a successful 
fight for affirmative action pro'grams.in tha.t 

. city, said that Blacjcs and women should 
join together in demanding an end to racial 
and sexual discrimination. 

"But," Mason added, "this struggle re­
quires the full support of the entire labor 
movement. Allowing the employers to dis­

Continued on Page 4 

BY JANE HARRIS 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua "We 

thought it came to bomb us!" explained 38-
year-old Carmen Sandre, mother of six 
children. 

Sandre, a resident of the Nicaraguan 
border village Teotecacinte, was .referring 
to the helicopter piloted by U.S. Chief 
Warrant Officer Jeffrey Schwab. Schwab 
flew 13 kilometers into Nicaraguan terri­
tory January 11 , was fired on by the San­
dinista army,. and then crashed just across 
the Honduran side of the border. 

"Everybody in town who had a rifle got 
it out and went to the streets or their back­
yards in case we were attacked," said 
Teotecacinte militia member Julio Velas­
quez. 

Nicaraguan leaders have expressed re­
gret over the death of Schwab, but pointed 
out that it never would nave happened if 
U.S. armed forces had not been sent to 
Central America. 

Sandinista militia members and soldiers 
fired on the helicopter with light weapons 
after it penetrated Nicaraguan territory, 
Defense Minister Humberto Ortega an-

. nounced at a news conference here January 
17. All shooting from the Nicaraguan side 
stopped "moments after the helicopter 
made a forced landing in Honduran · terri­
tory," he said. 

A Nicaraguan commission formed to in­
vestigate the inoident has not been able to 
determine the exact cause of the forced 
landing because it has not been granted ac­
cess to either the helicopter or the surviving 
crew members. 

Troopers beat, club copper strikers 

But it- has established that the helicopter 
was one of a type frequently used in the 
past for spying and planting land mines on 
the Nicaraguan side of the border. More­
over, it reports that the two survivors were 
not simply "engineers" as reported in U.S. 
statements, but rather demolitions experts 
specializing in the use of explosives. 

BY KAREN KOPPERUD 
CLIFTON-MORENCI, Ariz . -Phelps 

Dodge Corp. has escalated its union-bust­
ing campaign of violence, provocation, 
and harassment against the members and 
supporters of the 13 unions of copper min­
ers who have been on strike against the cor­
porate giant in Arizona and Texas since 
July 1. 

On January 16 a state of emergency and 
a 9 p.m.-to-6 a.m. curfew were declared in 
the company town of Morenci, Arizona, 
and in the nearby unincorporated areas of 
Duncan and York. People are not allowed 
to gather or "loiter" on the street in those 
hours. 

Department of Public Safety (DPS) Sgt. 
Allan Schmidt said, "People will be told 
what type of assembly is lawful under the 
curfew." 

The day before, additional DPS (state 
police) were sent into Clifton-Morenci, 
bringing to more than 50 the number of 
state cops in these small towns . 

Earlier, on Friday, January 13, cops in 
full riot gear launched a well-organized at­
tack on pickets in Clifton . Many pickets 
were hit with nightsticks. Smoke bombs 
were thrown into the narrow streets to dis­
perse the crowd. Fifteen people have been 
arrested, 12 for unlawful assembly and 
three for alleged rock-throwing. 

Those arrested, including leaders of the 
Women's Auxiliary, were brutally man-

. handled. Women were dragged by their 
hair. One 14 year old was thrown to the· 
ground from the _back of her parents' pick­
up truck and stepped on by cops to hold her 

still while they handcuffed her hands be­
hind her back. 

Strikers were outraged by statements · 
earlier that week by George Munroe, chair­
man of the board and chief executive offi­
cer of Phelps Dodge. Addressing a Phelps 
Dodge-sponsored luncheon for 350 busi­
ness, civic, and political leaders at the 
Phoenix Hilton on January 12, Munroe in­
timated that the strike was no longer an 
issue for Phelps Dodge, and that as far as 
the company was concern~d, the strike wa~ 
over. 

Strikers and their supporters turned out 
on the picket line to refute this. As one 
striker told reporters, "We're still here. 
This strike is still on!'' 

The wife of a striking steelworker and 
leader of the Women's Auxiliary described 
the Friday-night cop attack:· "It was about 
10:50 p.m. There were about 60 or 70 
people on the line, as usual. There· were a 
few DPS across the street by the Circle K. 
Then they started arriving. More and more 
ofthem. · 

"They started. putting on riot gear- flak 
jackets and helmets. They were putting lit­
tle cans into their 'pockets. The front row of 
cops had M-16 automatic rifles . Then they 
sort of huddled. 

"The picket line was getting pretty vocal 
at this point. Then I heard this noise - I 
looked across the street and they were all 
lined up, smacking their nightsticks into 
the palms of their hands. I heard one of 
them say, 'Let's get 'em!' I said to my hus­
band, 'I think they're coming across the 
street!' When people noticed what was 

happening, they sort of crowded together, 
but somebody shouted, 'No, no, spread 
out! Scatter!' 

"All I could think about was my daugh- . 
ter, and I yelled at her to run. Then I saw 
the fear on her face . ... Cops charged, 
pushing, hitting people. They just started 
grabbing people at random . ... One of 
them said, 'Get your ass out of here! 
You've had your first warning!' 

"I turned to go, and all I remember is 
Continued on Page 5 

Ortega also reported that the downed 
helicopter's violation of Nicaraguan air­
space was part of a pattern of nearly 40 
such violations since the first of the year . . 

Ortega placed the incident in the context 
of the new counterrevolutionary . military 
offensive planned by U.S. advisers. Called 
"Plan Sierra," its aim is to take and hold a 
piece of northern Nicaragua and then call 
for direct U.S . intervention. A second 
stage of the plan ca:tls for invading north­
western Nicaragua by sea and air, threaten-

Cont~nued on Page 2 . 

·Antiwar ex-marine is victim 
of assault and death threat 

Militant/John Studer 
Jim Stryffeler 

BY STUART CROME 
CINCINNATI -On January 17 former 

marine Sgt. Jim Stryffeler and a delegation 
of 25 of his supporters held a news confer­
ence demanding an end to the attacks on 
his right to free speech and association. 

An opponent of U.S. war policy in Cen­
tral America and the Mideast and a mem­
ber of the Young Socialist Alliance, Stryf­
feler won an honorable discharge from the 
U.S . Marines last November 9 after he suc­
cessfully fought attempts by the hi-ass to 
prevent him from freely expressing his 
views . 

The January 17 news conference was 
held here to. protest a round of death 

Continued on Page 16 
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0 SELLING ;_ .OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT GATE-....__ ............... _~~ .. , ~ 
In last week's column, Jason 

Redrup described how members 
of t.Jte Socialist Workers Party 
and ·. Young Socialist Alliance in 
Arizona organized to · reach 
striking copper miners with the 
Militant and PerspectiYa Mun­
dial, and use the papers to build 
solidarity with the strike among 
other workers. 

At the YSA National Conven­
tion in St. Louis, held December 
28-January 2, we had a chance 
to talk with one of the copper 
miners who met the Militant as a 
result of these efforts.. Billy 
Jacks is a member of the United 
Steelworkers of America, and a 
leader of the strike in the town of 
Morenci. He told Lee Martin­
dale about his experiences with 
the Militant in the ~trike. 

"The first time I ever read the 
Militant is when one of the teams 
came up to Morenci. We were get­
ting into struggle up there, and we 
were talking to a lot of reporters 
that were asking us a lot of ques­
tions. They:d ask us, 'What do 
you think of the copper strike, 
how do you feel about this?' We 
told them, and then come to find 
out they ~ied about half the stuff 
we told them or misquoted or mis­
printed it. 

"So the first time a Militant 
team came to talk with ,us, I asked 

them, 'If I give you a story, will 
you teli the truth?' They said yes, 
and I said okay. 

"In the back of my mind I 
thought, well , these guys are 
going .. to be like the rest of them. 
But I was proven wrong, which I 
appreciate very much, becallse 
without theM ilitant a lot of people 
wouldn't know what was going on 
with the copper strike. 

"I met Jason Redrup through a 
coworker's wife. He asked me to 
come down to a forum in Phoenix. 
I went and told about the copper 
strike. 

"And they told me about the 
YSA convention here in St. Louis 
and they asked me to go. I said, 
sure, why not. I'd get away for a 
while and plus I'd be able to tell all 
you people what was ·really going 
on. 

"When I got here I was really 
surprised at the way I was treated. 
I.met a lot of young people, I met 
a lot of coal miners and United 
Transportation Union members 
and Steelworkers. It was surpris­
ing to me. 

"A lot of people think that, all 
these young people that join the 
YSA, maybe they're working 
class people that don' t even be­
long to· unions or don ' t have any­
thing to do with a union. When I 
got down here it was a surprise to 

me that there were so many union­
ists, so many people coming up 
and asking questions, ~o m4'fiy 
people coming up and shaking my 
hand. 

"When the Militant first came to 
talk to us about the strike, there 
was kind of a shaky situation be­
cause people didn't understand 
what the purpose of the paper was. 
They figured, well they're out to 
slander the people, to get the 
i>e_ople in trouble. But now that 
I've comedown here to St. Louis I 
can go back and truthfully say that 
you guys, the Militant and the 
YSA, have a good cause .. You're 
out to get people out of Grenada 
and Lebanon and the rest of the 
foreign countries, and also you're 
out to give us 100 percent support 
on the strike. · 

"I've heard reports that other 
unions have read about our copper 
strike in the Militant. Like when 
the Greyhound bus drivers went 
on strike, · I heard that Militant 
sales to them went booming up as 
soon as they heard about us being' 
out for six months. You would go 
down to the picket lines and talk to 
the bus drivers. And that makes us 
feel good, that people are willing 
to listen and to read something like 
that. 

"Other miners, coal miners for 
example, that have lost their jobs 
because . of shutdowns, or steel-

Militant/Rich Stuart 
"Without the Militant a lot of people wouldn't know what was going 
on with the copper strike," according to Billy Jacks. 

workers who have lost their jobs, 
have also read the Militant . You 
find a lot of peQple that are really 
interested in picking up the paper. 

"Often when a lot of us are sit­
ting around the picket lines, some­
body will say something about the 
copper strike, and 'Oh, yeah, I 
read about that the other day in the 

Militant.' 
"We have a lot of new subscrib­

ers to the Militant now because of 
the copper strike, because people 
know that you're going to print 
their stories. People know that 
you're not afraid to print their 
stories, and people care that some­
body's willing to do it." 

Nicaragua rebuts lies ott downed U.S. helicopter 
Continued from front page 
ing the largest cities on Nicaragua' s Pacific 
coast. 

The increasing violations of Nicar~gua' s 
airspace are a reflection of growing U.S. 
and Honduran participation iQ the offen­
sive, Ortega said. The counterrevolution­
aiies by themselves are clearly to6 weak to 
carry out an operation as ambitious as 
"Plan Sierra." 

For this reason the new military maneu­
vers the U.S . has announced for Honduras 
take on an even more ominous character. 
These maneuvers, called "Big Pine III," 
are scheduled to begin in a few months, 
when the current "Big Pine II" maneuvers 
end. They reportedly will include 1not only 
U.S. and Honduran forces but also units of 
the Guatemalan and Salvadoran armies. 

Unlikt; previous maneuvers, held in the 
. sparsely populated Atlantic coast, these are 
to take place in the Pacific region, center­
ing on the Gulf of Fonseca. This area bor­
ders both El Salvador and Nicaragua's 
Pacific coast, the location of this country's 
most strategic population centers. 

"This means virtually permanent con­
flict in the Gulf of Fonseca and in our 
northern zone," Ortega said, "plus the 
threat of direct intervention in Er Sal-
vador." 

In an earlier statement to the press, 
Daniel Ortega pointed out that "There isn't 

any explanation about why the U.S. Nicaragua's Pacific Coast region has 
helicopter was so close to the border with al.so been t~e victim of U.S.-financed ag-
Nicaragua, or why it penetrated Nicara- gression in recent days. 
guan territory." On January 6, a heavily armed plane re-

He reminded reporters that the aircraft peatedly bombed and strafed Julio Buitra-
was outside the region where joint U.S.- go sugar mill in southern Nicaragua. 
Honduran military maneuvers are taking The plane, equipped with rockets and 
place, supposedly' 20 miles inside Hon- machine guns, attempted to destroy the 
duras . . mill's fuel depot so as to diSrupt the harvest 

For that reason, "The first ones to be sur- currently under way. Fortunately, the tanks 
prised that the helicopter was American hit were not those currently in use, and fire 
was us .... We supposed the helicopter fighters were able to put .out the blaze with 
was one the counterrevolutionaries were the loss ofonly a few acres of canefields. 
using to supply themselves - a helicopter Had the real depot been hit, hundreds of ci-
that the Central Intelligence Agency or the vilians could have perished. 
Honduran army had provided them," In a simultaneous attack, two planes and 
explained Ortega, adding that both parties a high~speed launch . shelled the nearby 
had been directly supporting contra activ- coastal town of Masachapa. One vacation 
ities. home, housing six children, was hit, but no 

As it turned out, the helicopter's U.S. injuries occurred. 
identification markings were both camou- That same day, the northern coastal vil-
flaged and covered with mud. lage of Potosi was shelled by planes and 

"The death of the U.S. pilot should cal! · launches, for the sixth time in less than a 
attention to reflecting on the necessity of -week. 
not continuing to draw blood in Central This left the revolutionary government 
America and searching for a political solu- and the Saridinista National Liberation 
tion to the problems that exist," Ortega Front (FSLN) no alternative but to move 
said. Potosi's 1,000 residents inland, a job that 

Simultaneously with the military maneu- took the Sandinista army; the FSLN, and 
vers and the violations of Nicaraguan air- civil defense brigades six days to complete. 
space, some 2,000-3,000 coritras are The families will be joining two already 
clashing daily with Sandinista forces all established agricultural cooperatives. 
along the northern border. Potosi's former residents will receive fi-

nancial aid from the regional government, 
but, for the time being, they face difficult 
times. 

Some 350 children and pregnant women 
are living in tents while the rest are sleep­
ing in hammocks or in sheds of a local cot­
ton hacienda. 

Over the course of 1983, accotding to a 
year-end report by Defense Minister Hum­
berto Ortega, attacks by the contras took 
the lives of 346 Nicaraguan civilians and 
300 soldiers. In the same period, it is cal­
culated that contra losses totaled more than 
1,800: 
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Gonzalez joins 
civil rights actions 
in Atlanta 
Blasts bipartisan war policy 
BY SARA JEAN JOHNSTON 
· ATLANTA - Andrea Gonzalez, the 

1984 Socialist Workers Party vice-presi­
dential candidate, arrived here January 11 
to participate in weeklong activities cele­
brating Dr. Martin Luther King's birthday 
and the recent victory in making the date a 
national holiday. 

Just poor to her arrival, the Kissinger 
commission report calling for a massive es­
calation of the U.S. war in Central Ameri­
ca was released. Why workers should op­
pose Washington's wars, and the relation­
ship of U.S. foreign policy to attacks on 
civil rights at home were central themes of 
her speeches here. 

Operation PUSH meeting 

On January 14 Gonzalez spoke before 
the weekly membership meeting of the 
local Operation PUSH chapter. Gonzalez 
branded the release of the Kissinger com­
q~ission's report on the eve of King's birth­
day as " especia~ly ironic because King was 
a fighter and martyr for peace and justice, 
and this document represents a massive as­
sault on social justice and peace. It outlines 
a new Vietnam in Central America. 

"We shouldn't forget that Carter and 
Mondale started this war," she said, noting 
the bipartisan support for the Kissinger 
commission recommendations. 

Gonzalez explained that like the Repub­
licans, the Democrats do not represent the 
interests of workers abroad or at home. 

"The Democratic Party hails itself as the 
'coalition' that represents all of the people. 
But in reality it represents only one class­
the rich. That party has given us nothing. 
From the great civil rights march of 1963 to 
today, everything we got we won through 
struggle," Gonzalez said to shouts of"Yes, 
yes!" 

"The Democratic Party is not our party," 
Gonzalez told the PUSH chapter. "We've 
got no parties. They've got two parties. We 
have none." · 

"That's right!" shouted someone in the 
audience. 
• "That's the problem," Gonzalez con­
tinued, "we need a political weapon~ We 
need parties of our own, a labor party, a 
Black party. We'll get those parties out of 
struggle. Struggles to build revitalized 
women's and civil rights movements and 
the struggle to. take back our unions and 
make them our own will forge us a party." 

Join civil rights march 

After the PUSH meeting Gonzalez and 
everyone else in attendance participated in 
a march to demand that King's birthday be­
come a state holiday in Georgia. The· dem­
onstration was sponsored by civil rights or­
ganizations and several unions. 

Democratic presidential candidate Jesse 
Jackson was also in Atlanta at the same 
time. He spoke to 1 ,500 people at a rally 
honoring him for obtaining the release of 
Lt. Robert Goodman, captured while con­
ducting a bombing mission over Lebanon . 
Gonzalez and her campaign supporters at­
tended the rally, distributing. SWP cam­
paign literature and selling the Militant. 

In his speech, Jackson charged that 
Lieutenant Goodman was "held hostage" 
by the Syrian government. He repeated the 
:view argued by other Democratic candi­
dates that if Washington wants to win the 
war in Lebanon, it hasn't sent enough 
marines, and if the purpose is a "suicide 
mission," then there are too many U.S. 
troops there. · 

Jackson expressed the idea that "the 
American people" - as a whole - can 
have a common .approach to international 
issues. 

At the socialist campaign rally January 
14, Gonzalez put forward a working-class 
alternative to Jackson's procapitalist for-
eign p(>licy. . 

Joining her on · the platform was Susan 
Winsten, a member of the Amalgamated 

Clothing and Textile Workers Union Local 
365, and Maurice Williams, a member of 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 2127. Winsten is the SWP 
candidate for U.S. Senate from Georgia. 
Williams is the party's caitdidate in Geor~ 
gia's predominantly Black 5th Congres­
sional District. Winsten and Williams an~ 
nounced their plans-to join others in inter­
national brigades that will go to Nicaragua 
in February to help in the coffee harvest. 

Gonzalez explained that, contrary to 
Jackson, socialists do not believe people of 
the United States have one foreign policy 
in common. "The policy my campaign ad­
vocates U.S . workers adopt is peace and 
aid to the working people of the world," 
she said. "The policy of our employers and 
the U.S. government is war on workers and 
peasants around the world, as well as 
workers and farmers at home." 

Socialist vice-presidential eandidate Andrea Gonz3lez (center). marches on King Day 
in Atlanta. 

She noted that the idea that U.S. workers 
and their bosses have mutual interests is 
also containe_d in the Kissinger commission 
rep(>rt. "The biggest lie in this report is that 
there's some kind of great American 'we' 
who cannot lose Central America. And a 

great American 'us' whose national secu­
rity is endangered. 

"The real 'we' cannot lose Central 
America because we never owned it in the 
first place. As for 'security,' Nicaragua is 
no threat to u~. but it is a-threat to them­
the rich in this country . Nicaragua cannot 
export revolution, but it can serve as an in­
spiration to the oppressed of the world. 

"In Nicaragua in 1979 the people took 
governmental power, and began organiz­
ing their society for their needs. They 

stepped onto the road of building 
socialism. They wiped out many diseases 
and illiteracy, and reduced unemployment. 
They increased unionization. The govern­
ment there sides with the workers. It wields 
governmental power on the side of the op­
pressed. That's exactly what working 
people need in this country. 

"No wonder Nicaragua inspires us and 
strikes fear into the hearts of the U.S. rul­
ers," said Gonzalez. 

Continued on next page 

Marroquin fights deportation threat 
as Supreme Court deadline nears 
BY CARLA RIEHLE 

Hector Marroquin, a Mexican-born 
socialist worker, has been battling for six 
years with the Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion Service (INS) to obtain poiitical 
asylum in the United States. In spite of the 
fact that Marroquin has proven he will be 
persecuted for his political ideas if forced 
to return to Mex~co, the INS says he has 

not shown a "well-founded fear" of such 
persecution. 

The case is now before the U.S. Su­
preme Court and a decision is imminent. 

The INS is also singling Marroquin out 
for victimization in another way, and the 
Political Rights Defense Fund (PRDF) 
which is sponsoring his case, is asking his 
supporters to respond immediately and vig-
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For the past six years, H!ctor Marroquin, a Mexican unionist, 
has been fighting Immigration and Naturalization Service attempts 
to -deport him. 

In ~pite of overwhelming evidence that his life and freedom 
would be threateneu in Hexico because of his political ideas and 
activities in support -of the trade union movemer.t there, the INS 
has refused to grant his request for political asylum. Now his 
appeal is at its last critical stage before the Supreme Court. 
Within the next fe"'' weeks he could be faced with in:mediate deporta­
tion. 

Furthermore, Hector Marroquin is married to a u.s. citizen -­
a trade unionist . herself -- and. has lived contir.uously in the u . s. 
for the past nine and a half years, Marroquin is entitled to perm­
anent residence in this country based on this rnarriage, yet, the 
INS -has stalled on granting it. 

I believe that brother Marroqu1n is being victimized because 
of his political ideas and •ctivities in this country, where he has 
been committed to the defense of immigrant~ and all working people. 

There is a lot at stake for the labor movement in the outcome cf 
Marroquin's tight against deportation. If the INS succeeds in de­
porting this brother, it would be a blow against the rig~ts of all 
labor activists, -as well as all immigrants and refugees in the U.S. 

That is why I join the numerous labor leaders _and organizations 
which support 8\ctor Marroquin's fight for his rig~ts and urge others 
to do the same in the best traditions of the labor movemer.t. 

I demand a stop to the deportation of Marroqu1n. I urge you 
to respect his right to political asylum and that he be granted penr.c 
anent residence and be allowed to ve with his wife in this country. 

Protest letter from Kathy Andrade, education director for Local 23-25 of garment 
workers union. 

orously to this latest threat. 
-Marroquin is married to Priscilla 

Schenk, aU,S. citizen, and has applied for 
permanent residence - a green card - on 
that basis. By law, such applications must 
be granted if certain broad criteria are met, 
such as the existence of a valid marriage, 
and "good moral character." Although the 
INS has given preliminary approval to the 
application, they have refused for six 
months to say whether it will be granted. 

Most other immigrant wor){ers who 
apply to the INS also face long and painful 
delays. In fact, two out of three files are 
"lost" sometime during processing. But 
Marroquin's application is undoubtedly re-
ceiving special treatment. · 

Through his six-year ordeal, the INS has 
made its hatred for Marroquin and his po­
litical ideas clear at every step. They in­
formed him at his deportation hearing in 
1979 that :'the United States does not grant 
asylum to Marxists." 

An INS official also recently admitted to 
Marroquin's attorney that no action would 
be taken on Marroquin's application for 
permanent residence until after the Su­
preme Court had decided his appeal for po­
litical asylum. The government's intention 
is clear: they hope the Supreme Court will 
dismiss the asylum case, forcing Marro­
quin to leav<: the country, after which he 
would have no appeal to the courts if his 
green card application is denied. If they 
process it now, they face the choice of 
granting permanent residence to someone 
they have been trying to deport, or of deny­
ing the application on clearly spurious and 
political grounds. 

The INS has been ·emboldened in its 
stance by a recent decision from the Su­
preme Court that was a setback for many 
immigrant workers in this colintry, as well 
as directly for Marroquin. 

. The immigration laws allow permanent 
~sidence to be granted to immigrants who 
have maintained a "physical presence" in 
the United States for seven years and who ·· 
can show they would face severe hardship 
if forced to return to their native countries. 
A brief trip out of the United States would 
not necessarily interrupt the seven years. 
On January 10, however, the Supreme 
Court issued a drastic restriction of this 
law, stating that any absence will disqual­
ify an applicant. 

Continued on next page 

January 27, 1984 The Militant 3 



Iranian government 
escalates attack 
oD Tudeh Party 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

In early December 1983, the Iranian 
government conducted closed-door mili­
tary trials of individuals arrested in the 
crackdown on the Tudeh Party (Com­
munist Party) last spring. The trials mark a 
major new blow to the Iranian revolution, 
at a time when that revolution is under 
steady military assault from Iraq and is a 
target of stepped-up attacks from the im­
perialists in Washington and Paris. 

Last February, the central .leadership of 
the Tudeh Party, the oldest and largest 
party in· the Iranian workers movement, 
was arrested. In May the party was banned 
and thousands of its members thrown in 
jail. This coincided with the expulsion of 
18 Soviet diplomats from Iran. 

The Iranian government forced top 
Tudeh leaders, including the party's first 
secretary, Nureddin Kianuri, to go on tele­
vision and "confess" to charges of espio­
nage for the Soviet Union, illegal harbor­
ing of weapons, recruiting supporters for 
espionage in Iran's armed forces , and other 
activities. 

The· Tudeh "confessions" also included 
denunciations of Marxism and the Soviet 
Union. Tudeh writer Mahmoud Etemad­
zadeh ~as quoted as saying, "Marxism has 
come to a blind alley in Iran. It has nothing 
to offer us against Islam's well-defined 
doctrine accepted by millions of the Iranian 
masses." 

These fake confessions and the escalat-

Mason, Gonzalez 
send ·protest 

. The following telegram was sent to the 
Iranian ·government -by Mel Mason and 
Andrea Gonzalez, Socialist Workers 
Party candidates for president and vice­
president in 1984: 

ing assault on the Tudeh Party serve a 
broader purpose, that of promoting anti­
Soviet, ·anti-Marxist views among the Ira­
nian masses. This is in order to justify the 
government's repressive drive to force the 
few worke~ organizations remaining intact 
in Iran to completely dissolve and cease all 
functioning that is in any way independent 
of the ruling Islamic Republican Party. 

This anticommunist campaign reached a 
new stage with the December 1983 trials of 
Tudeh suppOrters. Based on the crimes 
they are charged with, the most likely pos­
sibility is that they will be executed. This 
would not only lay the baSis for severe re­
pression against others in the Tudeh Party 
and other working-class organizations, but 
would have the effect of further intimidat­
ing all revolutionary-minded Iranians, 
whether in the" factories, villages, army, or 
schools. 

The December Tudeh trials involved 
former officers in the Iranian army, navy, 
and air force. Among them_ was ·Bahram 
Afzali, a former commander of the navy, 
who was charged with "espionage against 
the Islamic Republic and membership and 
activity in a secret organization with the 
aim of overthrowing the Islamic Repub­
lic," according to the Iranian government 
news agency IRNA. Afzali and the other 
defendants were accused of belonging to 
what the regime calls a secret Tudeh or­
ganization in the military and of passing 
military information to the'party, which the 
government says was turned over . to the 
Soviet Union. 

The prosecutor in the trials, according to 
IRNA, claimed "the final objective" of this 
alleged · activity "was to push the Islamic 
Republic towards a close relationship. with 
the Eastern bloc and eventually seize 
power at an appropriate moment. .. 

. Since the defendants were denied the 
right to a public and civilian trial; the'right 
to choose their own attorneys; and the right 

. Militant/Cindy Jaquith 
Iranian workers demonstrate at U.S. embassy in Tehran in 1980. Crackdown on 
Tudeh Party is_'aimed at intimidating all working-class forces. · 

to a jury; the only information available on 
their trials comes from the Iranian govern­
ment. IRNA press releases claim the 
majority of defendants "confessed" to guilt 
on all charges. A few, however, denied in­
volvement in espionage, the press releases 
say. IRNA also reported that Tudeh First 
Secretary Kianuri sat in on the trials and of­
fered information to corroborate the pro­
secution's case. 

But none of the IRNA releases offer a 
shred of evidence of the supposed Tudeh­
Soviet plot to overthrow the Iranian gov­
ernment. Instead, a &tring of "confessions" 
are put forward as proof. "Testimony" by 
one defen~ant is then used against the next 
defendarit, and so forth. 

The charges against the Tudeh Party and 
Soviet government represent a dangerous 
escalation of the anti-Soviet propaganda 
campaign the Iranian government has car­
ried out for some time. While the govern­
ment remains in conflict with imperialism, 
it has increasingly sought to present the 
Soviet Union as an equal danger to the Ira-

nian nation. This has been accompanied by 
continual diatribes against Marxism; which 
- through the Tudeh trials - is now 
explicitly equated with treason. 

The implications are obvious for the Ira­
nian working class. Any worker who is at­
tracted to the path followed by the Russian 
workers and peasants in carrying out a 
socialist revolution, or, by extension, to 
the Cuban, Nicaraguan, and Grenadian 
revolutions, is a "subversiv~," the "agent" 
ot a foreign power. 

While Iranian. workers have not 
mobilized to support the anti-Tudeh trials, 
no organization in the workers . movement 
has been strong enough, in the face of stiff­
ened repression, to mount opposition to the 
anticommunist attacks andframe~up of the 
Tudeh Party. This can only emooll;ltfn_ those 
in the government who want to J;IlOVe . ~q 
further weaken, if not dismantle, all the 
factory committees that continue -to exist 
and sharply increase/ the .pr~;~~ure ·~9. i~ 
rights and living standards of the Iranian 
working masses. 

As longtime supporters of the Iranian 
revolution, and as defenders of the Iranian 
government against U.S. imperialist at­
tack, we oppose the trials of Tudeh Party 
supporters charged with espionage and 
treason. 

Marroquin fights deportation threat 
We believe these trials, the arrests of 

thousands of Tudeh Party members, and 
.the banning of their party endanger the rev­
ohition at a time when it is under severe at­
tack from Washington, Paris, and the other 
imperialist powers, as well as continued 
Iraqi aggression. · 

No evidence has been offered for the 
crimes the defendants are accused of. They 
have been denied the right to public and ci­
vilian trials, to their choice of an attorney, 
and to a jury. · 

We urge you to drop the charges against 
those on trial and all other Tudeh support­
ers now in prison. They should be freed 
imd full democratic rights restored to the 
Tudeh Party. 

Mason rips rights panel 
Continued from front page 
criminate against any worker weakens the 
whole union movement by placing the 
unions on the side of our enemies - the 
bosses and the government." 

The SWP candidate said he favored the 
use and extension of dual seniority lists to 
protect affirmative action during layoffs, 
as well. "The employers use layoffs by 
strict seniority to get rid of Blacks and 
women hired under affirmative action," 
said Mason. "Strict seniority isn't 'color 
blind. ' It' s used to preserve segregated pat­
terns of employment. 

''I think the stance of the labor . move­
ment on the Detroit case, and any others 
like it, should be that of the largest teachers · 
union in the country, the National Educa­
tion Association. The NEA supports a con­
tractual modification of the seniority sys­
tem as a way to prevent the discriminatory 
layoff of.Blacks and women. My campaign 
agrees." . 

Continued from preceding page 
Marroquin has lived in the United States 

continuously for lO years . But in 1977 he 
made three brief week-end trips to Mexico 
to see his family and consult with a lawyer, 
Although his attorneys had prepared papers 
for filing this week, Marroquin is now un­
able to ask for permanent residence on the 
basis of his lO years in the United States. 

Marroquin's attorneys are, however, 
pressing the INS for a decision on the mar­
riage application. They have asked the INS 
to allow Marroquin to remain in the coun­
try at least long enough to complete the 
processing of his green -card application, 
even if the Supreme Court decides against 
him in the next few weeks. Although Marro­
quin is now subject to an order to leave the 
country within two days following such a 
decision, his attorney argues that "as it is 
the general practice of the INS to permit 
aliens . . . ·to remain here until their actual 
visa interviews, Mr. Marroquin seeks only 
to be no exception." 

Marroquin's supporters can help ensure 
that the INS doesn't treat him as an excep­
tion. A recent letter supporting Marroquin 
by Kathy Andrade, education director of 
International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union Local 23-25, is a good example of 
the . kind of protest that is needed to make 
the INS back off. 

Telegrams, letters, and phone calls de­
manding permanent residence for Marro­
quin and a halt to his deportation should be 
directed to Alan Nelson, Commissioner, 
INS, Washington, D.C. 20536. Telephone 
(202) 633-2000. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - An array of 
speakers will join with Hector Marroquin 
at a rally here demanding that the govern­
ment not deport Marroquin~ 

The speakers include: Fritz Longchamp· 
of the Haitian Refugee Project; Amit Pan~ 
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dya of the American Civil Liberties Union 
Immigration Project; Harold Massey of the 
United Methodist Church; and Earl Kiehl, 
director, District 4 of the United Furniture 
Workers, AFL-CIO. 

Initiated by the Political Rights Defense 
Fund, cosponsors of the rally include: Hai­
tian Refugee· Project; North American Co­
alition for Human Rights in Korea; Church 

·Coalition for Human Rights in the Philip­
pines; ACLU Immigration Project; Na­
tional Lawyers Guild Immigration Project; 
Arab-American Anti-Discrimination Pro­
ject. 

The meeting will be held Saturday, Feb­
ruary 4, 8 p.m., at Calvary United 
Methodist Church, 1459 Columbia Rd., 
NW. Hector Marroquin 

Gonzalez joins rights actions 
Continued from preceding page 

"Socialists believe workers have to look 
at world politics from the standpoint of our 
class interests, not 'American'1nterests, as 
Jackson says. His chauvinist perspective 
leads to arguing that 'we' don' t have 
enough marines to 'win' in Lebanon. But 
'we' - the working class - have no inter­
est in imposing Washington's will on the 
Arab peoples. We have no interest in hav­
ing a single Gl there. We have rio interest 
in sending a single Lieutenant Goodman on 
raids to bomb Arab workers and peasants. 

"Was Goodman 'held hostage' by the 
Syrians, as Jackson charges?" she asked. 
Why did Goodman end up imprisoned? We 
say it's because Syria, Lebanon, the Pales­
tinian people, .and the whole Mideast are 
held hostage __.: by the U.S. oil corpora­
tions and the troops the U.S. government 
has sent. in to maintain corporate profits in 
the region. 

"There is no 'we' that unites workers 
with the likes of Chrysler's Lee lacocca. 
Our 'we' is the workers of the world." 

In addition to her campaign rally, Gon­
zalez appeared on .the Channel 30 TV pro­
gram "Take 30." She was also a guest on a 
two-hour-long . radio call-in show on 
WAOK, the city's major Black radio sta­
tion. 

Gonzalez also attended a conference , 
held at the King Center, on "World Peace 
and Global Justice." Featured speakers at 
the gathering were National Organization 
for Women Pres. Judy Goldsmith and a 
former U.S. attorney general, Ramsey 
Clark. There Gonzalez met a Black union 
shop steward working in the "Jobs with 
Peace" campaign. He liked what he heard 
from Gonzalez, and videotaped her tv in­
terview to show to other unionists. He at­
tended the January 14 SWP campaign 
rally. 



Reagan seeks rightist regime in Grenada 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

The Reagan administration is mapping 
out plans to firmly reestablish imperialist 
domination of Grenada. A major aspect of 
the U.S. rulers' moves is the planned infu­
sion of what U.S. government officials 
euphemistically call "aid." 

Proposals made in a recent report by a 
U,S. investigating team show how this aid 
is aimed at overturning the gains made by 
Grenadian working people during the four 
and half years of the Peoples' Revolution­
ary Government (PRG) led by murdered 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. 

The report, entitled "Prospects for 
Growth in Grenada: The Role of the Pri­
vate Sector," ,was issued by a U.S. govern­
ment team that visited Grenada November 
17-19. The bulk of the delegation was 
mad~ up of people from the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID). 
The U.S. government team made several . 
recommendations, which all center on en­
hancing the profit-making possibilities for 
U.S. and other capitalists. 

The report proposes revising Grenada's 
investment and tax codes to favor private 
businesses; developing a new labor code; 
selling off government -owned enterprises 
to private owners; and eliminating the gov­
ernment's rolein marketing of imports. 

Gains U.S. wants to overturn 

The PRG was a workers and farmers 
government that ruled in the interests of 
Grenada's working people, the over­
whehiting majority of whom are Black. 
The P~G intervened in labor struggles on 
the side of the workers rather than the boss­
es. The revolutionary government did 
away with the repressive legislation of the 
U.S.-backed dictatorship of Eric Gairy, 
and adopted new, prolabor laws. 

As a result of these laws, Grenadian 
workers had, for the first time in their his­
tory, the right to organize. Union member­
ship leaped from 30 percent to 90 percent 
under the Bishop-led government. Agricul­
tural workers organized a new union to rep­
resent them, the Agricultural and General 
Workers Union (AGWU). 

The PRG also made big gains in defend­
ing the right of every Grenadian to a job. 
Unemployment plumn'leted from 50 per­
cent to 12 percent. State-owned busin­
esses, like the Agroindustry plant, and ag­
ricultural projects were launched. The 
biggest government project was the con­
struction of an international airport at Point 
Salines. Thousands of jobs were created 
through this government-led economic de­
velopment. 

The U.S. invasion of the country last 
October has already severely set back these 
accomplishments. The Agroindustry plant 
is closed, and the Point Salines airport con­
struction ·has been halted. One Grenadian 
union leader told the Militant last De-' 
cember that of the 6,000 jobs created by 
the PRG only 1,000 still remained since the 
U.S. invasion. 
, The Reagan administration wants to dis­

mantle all the state-owned farms and other 

Militant/Mohammed Oliver 
Part of Butler House, where offices of Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice Bishop and staff were located. Building was bombed 
by U.S. troops during invasion of Grenada. U.S. government is trying to establish proimperialist regime, but Bishop legacy re­
mains an obstacle. 

businesses. Such a broadside assault on 
Grenadian workers will be met with resis­
tance. The union movement will be the 
center of these attempts to defend the 
workers interests. 

Bishop legacy lives on 

The U.S. invasion and occupation of 
Grenada ensured there was no popular up­
rising to reestablish a revolutionary gov­
ernment like that of the Bishop-led PRG. 
The legacy of Bishop, however, lives on, 
and haunts the U.S. government as it tries 
to reimpose it~ will on the island. 

There are still revolutionary cadres of 
the New Jewel Movement (NJM), the 
Marxist party led by Bishop, in the coun­
try. U.S. troops have harassed and de­
tained them from time-to-time, but they're 
.currently on the streets. 

Former Deputy Prime Minister Bernard 
Coard and his supporters have been held in · 
prison without charges for more than two 
months. Coard led a secret gang of state 
functionaries and military officers in over­
throwing the PRG and . then murdering 
Bishop and other central leaders of the 
NJM. Because the majority of Grenadians 
justifiably despise Coard and his support­
ers for the role they played in drowning the 
revolution in blood, there has been no pro­
test made over their detention and inhuman 
treatment. 

U.S. government . officials intend 
through their prosecution of Coard and his 
followers to set a precedent that can be 

used against other Grenadian working­
class leaders. 

The U.S. rulers are particularly con~ 
cemed about Grenada's trade unions . One 
of the central proposals of the report by the 
USAID and other officials is that the 
American Institute for Free Labor De­
velopment (AIFLD) help to "restructure" 
the Grenadian labor movement. 

This outfit was set up by Pres. John Ken­
nedy and owners of major U.S . corpora­
tions in 1960. It is known to have close 
links with the CIA. AIFLD is also backed 
by the top leadership of the AFL-CIO, 
which has officials sitting on AIFLD's 
board of directors and union staff working 
alongside CIA agents in AIFLD projects. 

The main function of this agency is to 
subvert militant unions abroad or, failing 
that, to create divisive rivals to them. Be­
fore Gairy's ouster in March 1979, AIFLD 
played the role of bolstering union officials 
opposed to revolution. During the PRG's 
rule AIFLD constantly slandered the revo­
lutionary government. 

That slander continues with the charge 
that Grenada's trade unions aren't "free," 
but dominated by "communists" - mean­
ing an.yone who supported the PRG. The 
U.S. imperialists will use AIFLD to try to 
dismantle what militant leadership remains 
in Grenada's trade union movement. 

Stabilizing gov~rnment 

provided women with paid leave from 
work while pregnant, to stay on the books. 

And they want jobs. 
Unemployment is on the upswing again. 

More than 30 percent of Grenadian work­
ers are without jobs. Joblessness and other 
problems resulting from the U.S. invasion 
are causing revolutionary-minded Grena­
dians to speak up more. General restless­
ness is increasing on the island. 

Even the New York Times is admitting 
this fact. The big-business daily ran an ar­
ticle January 9 based on interviews with 
young unemployed workers on the water­
front in St. George's, the capital. ''They 
call it a rescue mission," said one 19 year 
old, referring to the U.S. invasion, "but 
they haven't rescued me yet." 

And another youth, 23, told the Times 
that "If there's no work after a while, you 
know what will ·develop. If there's no 
work, you'll see another revolution." 

Quelling this unrest and preventing the 
development of a leadership that can or­
ganize and mobilize it is the problem still 
facing the U.S. ruling class. 

Party fund goes over 
goal of $125,000 
BY HARRY RING 

The Socialist Workers Party has suc­
cessfully completed the Party Building 
Fund launched last fall. With a goal of 
$125,000, the total amount collected as of 
January 18 was $128,000. 

Cops attack Arizona strikers 

But what the Reagan administration 
wants above all is a stable, proimperialist 
regime on the island. The U.S. rulers 
would like such a government to carry out 
the drive against workers rights and organi­
zations. 

Setting up such a government has been a 
problem for Reagan. Grenada's Advisory 
Council, the so-called interim government, 
has no popular support among the Grena­
dian people. It's seen as only a thin veneer 
for the actual U.S. rule of the country . This 
fact led Alister Mcintyre, who was origi­
nally named head of the council, to de­
cline the nomination, excusing himself on 
the basis of illness . 

Success of the drive was essential to car­
rying on the party's activity . The purpose 
of the fund was to help fill the gap between 
the income from the regular weekly con­
tributions of party members and supporters 
and the continually increasing cost of 
financing the party's work. 

Continued from front page 
seeing this little kid come flying out of the 
truck ... . They had the child's mother with 
her arms behind her back, pulling her by 
the hair . . .. The [father] was kneeling, 
with one cop straddling him and another 
pulling his hands up from behind to put the 
cuffs on him .... They gave us one minute 
to get to our cars and get out of there." 

Many strikers said they_ felt this was a 
planned provocation. "It was a show of 
force," one declared. 

There are hints of more serious provoca­
tions. A Phelps Dodge official publicly 
stated that he · did not know how much 
longer his employees would be able to re­
strain themselves from taking matters into 
their own hands against so-called intimida­
tion by .the strikers. There are rumors of a 
scab vigilante group forming. 

At least three strikers have already been 
badly beaten by scabs. On several occa­
sions, pickets have been threatened by 
scabs with guns. Strikers report that a ·scab 
fired three shots at pickets the night of Jan­
uary 14. The police have done little or 

nothing in these cases . 
The strike is attracting some national 

media attention. People magazine and the 
Denver Post have recently carried articles 
on the strike, and this past week a CBS 
News film crew was in town doing a story 
for "Sixty Minutes". 

In a related matter, the January 17 
Arizona Republic reported that·a striking 
Ajo copper miner and his family will be 
able to move back into a house rented from 
Phelps Dodge while he appeals his evic­
tion. 

A Pima County superior court judge 
granted a stay of his previous eviction 
order, allowing William' Puffer and his 
family to move back into the home pending 
completion of his appeal. 

The judge said it would ·be insensitive 
not to allow the family to remajn. (For 
more on company evictions·; see story on 
page 15.) · 

Continued and increased solidarity with 
the copper strikers is necessary : They need 
messages of support and money. Send con­
tributions to Copper Strike Relief Fund, 
606S. PlummerSt., Tucson, Ariz. 85719. 

In addition, Anthony Rushford, a central 
figure in the council, resigned later, charg­
ing that the body had no real authority. 

The most widely known and popular 
leader in Grenada today is Maurice Bishop. 
This is a big problem for the U.S. govern­
ment, which is hying hard to parlay hatred 
of Coard into opposition to the Bishop gov-

. ernment and its policies. 
Most Grenadians, however, view the 

accomplishments of the PRG as a big step 
forward. They not only support the revolu­
tionary government's measures, they want 
them to 'continue . They want the airport 
finished. they Want to maintain the adult 
education prognirh . They w_ant the right to 
organize 'unions and fight for higher wages 
and 'better working conditions. They want 
laws like the Maternity Leave Law, which 

The fund had gotten off to a slow start 
and it was necessary to postpone the clos­
ing deadline from December 1 to January 
I . Exceeding the goal helped significantly 
in compensating for that. 

Especially gratifying were the numerous 
generous contributions by friends of the 
party. . 

The spirit of their response was articu­
lated in a letter from Ruth Ginsberg, v~t­
eran socialist fighter from New Jersey, 
who sent in $200 during the .drive. 

Her initial check, she explained, "was 
especially for El Salvador and Nicaragua 
- my spirit and heart is struggling with 
them." · 

She added, "I marched for Spain when I 
was in high school, and have been speak­
ing out and marching through the years~ I 
now march for Central America." · · 

She concluded, "jVenceremos!" ....,-We 
will win! · · · 

That kind of support, and spirit, helps _ 
guarantee that we will. 
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Immigrant workers fight layoffs in France 
BY WILL REISSNER 

A strike against layoffs at the huge Tal­
bot automobile factory in· Poissy could 
have repercussions throughout French in­
dustry. The plant, which has more than 
16,000 workers, is owned by Peugeot, 
France's largest automaker and its largest 
privately-owned company. 

Peugeot, which also owns Citroen, 
bought the Talbot plant from Chrysler. 

On December 7, workers at Poissy went 
on strike, protesting an agreement between 
Peugeot and the French government that al­
lows the company to lay off 1,905 workers 
at the facility. Peugeot had originally re-

.. quested permission to eliminate 2;900 jobs 
at Poissy. . 

Peugeot's management tried to reopen . 
the plant, where hundreds of workers had 
been sitting-in for three weeks, but was un­
able to resume production. Pnme Minister 
Pierre Mauroy, a member of the Socialist 
Party, ordered riot police to enter the fac­
tory on December 31 and remove the strik- · 
ers. 

When management tried to · reopen the 
plant on January 3, after the scheduled 
New Year's shutdown, workers entering 
the facility blockaded the assembly lines 
with forklift trucks. 

The following day, more than 30 people 
were injured when clashes broke out in the 
plant between striking workers and em­
ployees trying to resume production. 

Another round of fighting in the plant 
took place January 5. More than 55 people 
were injured, some seriously .. For the sec­
ond time in a week, riot police removed the 
strikers. 

Peugeot then announced that the plant 
would remain closed until further notice 
and that all employees were suspended 
without pay. The company also stated that 
it would spin off its Talbot holdings to two 
subsidiaries, a move that many workers 
feared was the prelude to epding produc­
tion of Talbot cars in France. 

At the time of the agreement, Mauroy 
hailed the outcome. 

· Mauroy once commented that he had not 
taken office in order to become "prime 
minister of unemployment." But the gov­
ernment's original plan in 1981 to create 
400,000-500,000 new jobs was _ aban­
doned, and more than 2 million ·workers 
are now out of work. The National Statis­
tics Institute predicts that the number of 
jobless will swell by another 400,000 by 
the end of 1984. 

Role of immigrant workers 

More than half the worlc, force at Poissy, 
as in most French auto plants, is made up 
of immigrant workers , mostly from North 
Africa. The large majority of the 1,905 
workers slated to lose their jobs are immi­
grants. 

Immigrant workers have become an in­
creasingly important factor in the French 
labor movement in the. past two years. Our­
ing the economic boom of the 1960s, hun­
dreds of thousands of foreign workers were 
recruited in their ·native countries to fill 
vacancies in French industry. 

With the economic downturn, however, 
the irnmigrant workers are suffering dis­
proportionately in terms of layoffs. The 
government is trying to encourage immi­
grant workers to return to their native coun­
tries. 

But many of the immigrant workers have 
been iJl France for several decades and 
have few prospects for finding a job if they 
are forced to leave the country. 

Strikes spur unionization 

For more than two years immigrant 
workers have spearheaded a whole series 
of struggles in the automobile industry. In 
October and Novern.ber 1981 a_ first wave 
of strikes broke out in Renault plants. In 
the spring and fall of 1982, strikes took 
place in a number of Renault, Citroen, and 

Sitdown strike at Talbot. Sign reads, "We don' t accept any layoffs." 

Talbot plants. In December 1982 and Janu­
ary 1983 a new wave of strikes began in 
Citroeri and spread within weeks to almost 
every major automobile factory in France. 

In the course of these -strikes, immigrant 
workers for the first time became involved 
in a massive way in the unions. Most 
joined the General Confederation of Labor 
(CGT), the union federation close to the 
Communist Party. The French Democratic 
Confederation df Labor (CFDT), which is 
close to the Socialist Party, also attracted 
significant numbers of immigrant worke~ . 

The latest round of struggle began in late 
July 1983, when Peugeot announced plans 
to elimina~ the jobs of more than 7,000 of 
its 81 ,7op Work~rs. 

The CGT. responded with slowdowns 
and strikes in many of the plants of the 
Peugeot group. The Poissy Talbot plant 

was immediately shut down by a 24 hour 
protest strike. 

At the time, Jean-Pierre Linocier of the 
CGT noted that "if Peugeot is given a free 
hand, thousands of other jobs in the auto 
industry will be lost. A Socialist govern­
ment should not fight economic problems 
through capitalist means.'' 

At the Poissy plant, the CGT distributed 
leaflets in French and Arabic warning 
workers that "your job and your future are 
at stake." 

When Mliuroy and Peugeot reached the 
agreement to limit the jobs lost at Poissy to 
1 ,905, the CGT leadership agreed with the 
outcome. The CFDT at Talbot, however, 
rejec~d the plan, stating that "the struggle 
must continue so all the layoffs are over­
turned." 

From Intercontinental Press 

The stru_ggle at Talbot is being closely 
'Yatched throughout French industry be-

- cause plans have already been an_nounced 
lo lay off 100,000 Workers in the auto, 
steel, shipbuilding, and coal sectors in the 
near future. If the Talbot workers can force 
the company and government to back down 
on the plan to _eliminate 1,905 jobs at 
Poissy, that victory would encourage simi­
lar resistance in other industries. 

Big Oil slowly signing union ~c~ ,, " .. , ,,,:,, 

'Prime minister of unemployment' . 

, The strike has also been an acute source 
of political embarassment for the govern­
ment, which is a coalition of the Socialist 
and Communist parties. Pierre Mauroy, 

. who ordered the riot police into the factory , 
had perSonally taken charge of the negotia­
tions with Peugeot and had agreed to allow 
the elimination of 1 , 905 jobs at Poissy 
rather than the 2,900 the company had 
originally targeted. 

BY JAMES HARRIS 
LOS ANGELES, January 16 - Eight 

oil companies have now agreed to new 
contracts with the Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers (OCA W) covering 
15,800 workers. 

Mobil, Amoco, Arco, Edgington, 
Tosco, and · Atlas Processing fell in line 
with an earlier agreement .between OCA W 
and Gulf and Ashland, according to Ron 
Rogers, a spokesman at OCAW's head­
quarters in Denver. 

Mobil and Arco settled only after strike 
notice was served on· them by the union. 
Some 35,000 refinery workers are working 
under extensions of contracts that expired 
January 7. · 

OCA W served Union Oil, which oper-

ates three refineries in California, with 
strike notice when negotiations stalled. 
Workers were set to strike at noon today, 

_ but the company returned to the !Jargaining 
table. ~ · 

Rogers reported that Union Oil workers 
·had won a tentative agreement at the com­
pany's Lamont, Illinois, refinery and were 
"close" to an agreement at Union's big re­
finery near Beaumont, Texas. 

Texaco has broken off talks at their big 
refinery here and, according to officials at 
OCA W Local 1-128 in Los Angeles , at 
other Texaco refineries around the country. 

Texaco officials here have refused to of­
ficially extend the old contract and won't 
say if they'll abide by .its terms pending a 
new agreement. 

Polish gov't retreats on price hikes 
BY ERNEST HARSCH 

In face of widespread public opposition 
to proposed steep · price increases on · a 
number of staple food items, the Polish 
government on January 12 staged a retreat 
on this issue. 

It declared that there would be no price 
hikes on such staples as cooking oil, cot­
tage cheese, and Iow~quality beef, and that 
increases for bread would be less than half 
the original proposal. Sharper increases 
were projected for "the better cuts of meat 
and sausage," which in any case are hard to 
find in the food stores. The Polish au­
thorities stated that the new. price plan 
would "give more protection to people with 
the lowest incomes." 

The government's back-down on its 
scheduled price increases represents a 
modest victory for working people in Po­
land. Although the independent union 
movement, Solidarity, was largely crushed 
following the imposition of martial law in 
December 1981 , workers in Poland still re­
tain a higher level of consciousness, confi­
dence, and willingness to fight than they 
did prior to Solidarity's emergence in Au-
gust 1980. · 

The issue of price increases in Poland is 

a contentious one. In 1956, 1970, 1976, 
and 1980, arbitrarily announced hikes in 
the prices of basic foods led to major work­
ers' rebellions against the bureaucratic au­
thorities. In 1956 and 1980, the govern­
ments fell as a result. 

While many peopJe in Poland today rec­
ognize that ·some price increases may be 
necessaty, given Poland's severe economic 
·problems, they have little confidence in the 
government's overall economic policies. 
Without workers' democratic participation 
in economic planning and decision-making, 
they fear that arbitrarily decreed price hikes 
will bring no long-term economic benefits 
and can only lead to a further erosion of 
Polish living standards. -

The government of Wojciech Jaruzelski 
' was itself aware of this general mood. Un­
like previous times, it did not simply an­
nounce the increases overnight. Several al­
ternative proposals were first published in 
November. In an effort to diffuse the ex­
pected outcry, people were advised to ex­
press their opinions by writing letters to 
the newspapers or speaking at factory 
meetings. 

The government' s repressive policies 
against Solidarity supporters served to 
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mute some of the criticism, but it was still 
much greater than the authorities expected. 

Almost no one could be found who fa­
vored the price hikes. Opinion polls were 
overwhelmingly against them. 

In a November 20 statement, Lech 
Walesa, the central leader of Solidarity, 
declared, 'The authorities' plans for a food 
price increase first of all will not lead to a 
solution of the economic problems of the 
country. 

"Secondly, they will lead to a further, 
drastic drop of working people's living 
standards. . . . " 

Under thes~ conditions, Walesa said, 
"Working people cannot agree to price in­
creases." 

Even officials of the bureaucratically 
controlled unions and the ruling Polish 
United Workers Party spoke out against the 
price hikes. Prof. Czeslaw Bobrowski of 
the government's Economic Consultative 
Council called the proposals "simply not fit 
for discussion." 

Fearing that this massive sentiment 
could be transformed once again into active 
protest, the authorities backed down. But 
even their new price increase proposal has 
already come in for criticism. 

While negot1at1ons were going on, 
Texaco refused to discuss wages, claiming 
refinery workers were overpaid. Company 
officials made demands on the union that 
would severely erode past gains workers 
have won and would increase safety haz­
ards in an already-dangerous industry. 

Texaco's demands include: increased 
contracting-out of work, with no contrac­
tual restrictions; increased crossing of 
maintenance crafts; layoffs of operators 
during unit shutdowns for maintenance; 
decreased company shares -of dental and 
medical premiums; and a workweek 
lengthened to an average of 42 hours, with 
12-hour days. 

Rogers reported one OCAW strike over 
local issues in progress, involving 175 
workers at a refinery owned by Cenex in 
Laurel, Montana. Where tentative con­
tracts have been negotiated, union mem­
bers are to meet in the next couple of weeks 
to consider ratification. 
· Pressure needs to be brought to bear on 
the remaining companies that are holding 
out on a settlement. An example of such 
pressure took place in Toledo January 7 
when maintenance workers at Sun Oil's 
Toledo refinery organized to protest 
against Sun Oil's contract proposal. 

Wearing hard hats and union jackets, 
about 75 oil workers used their lunch break 
to hold an informational picket between 
Sun Oil's gates on Woodville Road, a 
major Toledo thoroughfare. 

These workers constituted a great major­
ity of the available maintenance employ­
ees. They were joined in the action by Russ 
Simpson, committeeman of Amalgamated 
Transit Union Local 1043 and a leader of 
the Greyhound strike in Toledo, and sev­
eral other Greyhound workers. 

Militant correspondent Toby Emmerich 
reports that the lessons of solidarity actions 
in Toledo for the Greyhound strike and a 
strike by Teamster-organized Vroman 
Foods workers were not lost on the Sun 
workers, who carried signs reading, "Re­
member PATCO" and "We support Vro­
man Foods strikers." 

Other signs read, "Nationalize the oil in­
dustry," "No pay cuts," and "No loss of 
seniority rights." ~ 



Big forces in Canadian labor 
assail U.S. Nicaragua policy 
BY GEORGE JOHNSON 

Major forces in the Canadian labor 
movement have come out against the U.S. 
government's war on Nicaragua. This is an 
important development - for U.S. trade 
unionists in particular. 

The Canadian Labor Congr~ss (CLC), 
the equivalent in Canada of the AFL-CIO, 
issued a statement November 22 signed by 
CLC Pres. Dennis McDermott. It "demands 
that the U.S. government cease and desist its 
intervention against the sovereign state of 
Nicaragua by immediately withdrawing its 
military and economic support from those 
who would violently overthrow the San­
dinista government, and by ceasing its eco­
nomic isolationist policy against 
Nicaragua." (See text this page.) 

The CLC statement also lays full respon­
sibility for what it terms "increasing ten­
sion in Central America" on the U.S. gov­
ernment. 

Another important statement was re­
leased December 7, signed by 27 top Cana­
dian labor officials, that also deplored U.S. 
aggression against Nicaragua. 

The statement lauded gains for working 
people in Nicaragua: 

"Despite pressures from the U.S. and 
counterrevolutionary forces, the Sandinista 
Government's National Reconstruction 

. Program has made great strides in educa­
tion, health care, and agrarian reform." 

(UA W); Frank Benn, director, Region 18, 
United Food and Commercial Workers; 
and Dave Patterson, director, District 6, 
United Steelworkers of America (USWA). 

Another signer was Jean Claude Parrot, • 
president of the Canadian Union of Postal 

· Workers. · 
The December 7 statement also called on 

the Canadian government to oppose "U.S. 
efforts to strangle Nicaragua militarily and 
economically ." It called for Canada "to 
withhold all bilateral aid to Honduras ;:ts 
long as that government contravenes inter­
national law by acting to destabilize and 
overthrow its neighboring government of 
Nicaragua." 

The Canadian government, it said, 
"should give economic assistance to 
Nicaragua, in the form of generous aid pro­
grams. To begin with, Canada should ful­
fill its promise to make an $18 million line 
of credit available to Nicaragua." 

It also called on the Canadian govern­
ment to open an embassy in Nicaragua. 

An important Nicaragua solidarity rally 
of 800, held in Toronto November 23, was 
addressed by leading unionists as well as 
by . Pastor Valle-Garay, consul general of 
Nicaragua in Toronto. CLC leader Rick 
Jackson read the CLC's statement . Parrot 
of the Postal Workers union sent a message 
of support, as did Patterson of the USWA. 

Jim O'Neil, an international representa­
tive of the United Auto Workers, spoke. 
Also speaking was Pauline Jewett, a mem­
ber of parliament from the New Democrat-

ic Party, the labor party supported by the 
CLC. 

A number of Canadian trade unionists 
have visited Nicaragua. One such visit, 
which included O'Neil of the UA W, took 
place last June. The Canadian visitors met 
with Nicarag11an Interior Minister Tomas 
Borge. 

Another delegation that visited 
Nicaragua in August included activists 
from the USWA and other unions. 

Such tours have helped get out the truth 
about the gains the revolution has brought 
to Nicaraguan working people. Opposition 
to U.S . - and Canadian - intervention 
against the revolution is growing among 
Canadian workers, reflected by the CLC's 
decision to issue its November 22 state­
ment condemning U.S. policy toward 
Nicaragua. 

As the Canadian newspaper Socialist 
Voice noted, the statement "marks a wel­
come change in CLC policy," which for 
several years had been in line with the U.S: 
government and the AFL-CIO. The CLC 
leadership, Socialist Voice said, had 
"falsely accused the Nicaraguan govern­
ment of violations of trade union freedoms 
and civil liberties" imd "used this to justify 
its abstention from participation in solidar­
ity actions ." . 

As the Canadian newspaper observed, 
the CLC' s policy change "invites a re­
doubling of efforts by union activists to 
build solidarity with Nicaragua in the labor 
movement." · 

Canadian brochure appealing for aid to 
Nicaragua. Canadian union and labor 
party -leaders endorsed aid campaign, 
which raised $1 million worth of medical 
and school equipment, vehicles, and ag­
ricultural tools. Boat left Vancouver for 
Nicaragua in December. 

It also provides an example and an op­
portunity for U.S. unionists. Here in this 
country, circulating widely the statements 
from·Canadian labor on Nicaragua, espe­
cially in the unions, can be an effective 
way of .answering the prowar stance toward 
Nicaragua maintained by the top AFL-CIO 
leadership. This is all the more important 
now with the release of the Kissinger com­
mission report on Central America - en­
dorsed by AFL-CIO Pres. Lane Kirkland, a 
commission member - which calls for 
deepening the U.S. government's efforts to 
overturn the Nicaraguan revolution. 

Based on "the independent reports of 
many Canadian trade unionists who have 
visited Nicaragua," the statement con­
tinued, "we are convinced that it is the 
working people of Nicaragua who have 
benefited from the reconstruction program. 
Through their own unique revolution, the 
working people of Nicaragua have gained a 
voice in determining their destiny through 
free participation in trade unions, in the 
Council of State and other democratic and 
popularly supported organizations." 

Nicaragua impi-esses U.S •. unionists 

Among the signers of the December 7 
statement are top Canadian leaders of 
unions that are affiliates of the t\fL-CIO as 
well as the CLC. They include Charles 
Clark and Sam Fox, vice-presidents and 
Can11dian codirectors of the Amalgamated 
Clothing and Textile Workers Union; Mike 
Rygus , vice-president, International As­
sociation of Machinists; Glenn Pattinson, 
vice-president, International Union of 
Electrical Workers; Robert' Whi:te, Cana- . 
dian director, United Auto Workers 

.BY THOMAS HENDRICKS 
A delegation of U.S. trade unionists re~ 

cently returned from Nicaragua, impressed 
with what they learned about the role of 
unions there and concernedwith u.s . ag­
gression ag~st the revolutionllry govern­
ment. 

A report on the visit, written by a mem­
ber of the delegation, was printed in the 
January 6 issue of Racine Labor, published 
in Racine, Wisconsin. 

The article, headlined "Nicaragua: A 
worker's eye-view," was written by Bob 
Gifford, a member of the International As-

Canadian ·Labor Congress statement 
The following statement by the Cana­

dian Labor Congress was issued 
November 22. 

The Canadian Labor Congress has long 
been alarmed at the political and military 
hostility in Central America, which has 
taken countless lives of workers and de­
stroyed the dreams and aspirations of 
many peace-loving peoples. It is for this 
reason that the CLC has fully endorsed the 
Contadora initiative to bring about peace 
through negotiation in a Latin American 
context outside the super power structure. 

In our view, the root causes of the polit­
ical violence in Central America do not 
arise from East-West tensions but rather 
from decades of oppression and economic 
deprivation, which will no longer be sus­
tained by the millions of working people in 
that troubled region. For decades Central 
America has been the private domain of 
family oligarchies, private armies, and 
U.S.-based multinational corporations, 
and nowhere was this more evident than in 
the historY of Nicaragua since the coming 
to power of Anastasio .Somoza with the 
support and assistance of U.S. foreign pol­
icy interests. 

· In 1979 we were proudly among the first 
· organizations in the world to not only en­
dorse the Sandinista victory over one of 
Latin America's most vicious dictators, but 
also to offer clothing and medical supplies 
to the new Government of National Recon-

. struction. The Canadian Labor Congress is 
therefore appalled at the present U.S. pol­
icy vis-a-vis Nicaragua, which is undoubt­
edly designed to turn the clock back on 

one of the most promising developments 
towards social and economic justice in 
Central American history. 

In light of the increasing tension in Cen­
tral America and the devastating effect that 
U.S.-backed destabilizing measures have 
had on the economic and social oppor­
tunities of the long-suffeqng Nicaraguan 
people, the Canadian Labor.Congress once 
again condemns the interventiopist tactics 
being employed in the region by the 
Reagan administration. The CLC considers 
USA attempts to isolate Nicaragua from re­
ceiving economic relief through world 
lending institutions, President Reagan's 
policy of assisting armed rebels to attack 
Nicaragua, and the staging of USA military 
"exercises" both at sea and near the Hondu­
ran frontier as flying in the face of the right 
to self-determination of sovereign states as 
outlined in the UN Charter. · 

The CLC believes that · these interven­
tionist tactics seriously undermine the 
peace process initiated by the Contad~ra 
group by creating an armpsphere of hostil­
ity and mistrust in the region and-that they 
pose a . threat . to world peace. Con­
sequently, on behalf of its 2 million mem­
bers, the Canadian Labor Congress de­
mands that the U.S. government cease and 
desist its intervention against the sovereign 
state of Nicaragua by ·immediately with­
drawing its military and economic support 
from those who would violently overthrow 
the Sandinista government, and by ceasing 
its economic isolationist ·policy against 
Nicaragua. 

Dennis McDermott 
President, Canadian LabOr Congress 

sociation of Machinists and editor of the 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, Union Herald. 

The unionists visited Nicaragua 
November 16-20. Gifford writes that they 
went "aS concerned Americans well~read 
on the Central America issue" and retunied 
"with an almost desperate sense that each 
of us must do everything . . . to alert our 
fellow citizens to the real situation we 
face ." 

The unionists arrived "two weeks after 
the CIA-funded contras' [counterrevolu­
tionaries] attack on the fuel and chemical 
storage tanks in the port of Corinto," Gif­
ford said, in "the midst of the extremely 
tense international atmosphere . in Central 
America described by a Nicaraguan textile 
workers' union leader as a 'prewar situa-
tion.'" · 

"During our stay," Gifford ~rote, "Con­
gress approved another $24 million for 
more such 'covert actions,' which make no 
distinction between civilian and military 
targets, and are aimed at completely 
paralyzing Nicaragua' s economy. Already 
signs of strain are present, in shortages of 
water, oil, transport fuel and food. 

"However," he went on, "t~ trade 
unions in Nicilragua are in a much ·different 
position in regard to those problems than 
are those in the U.S. That is because they 
practically run the show." 

Much different, he wrote, "from the two 
houses of government here in the U.S ., in 
Nicaragua the trade unions are guaranteed 
delegatesin the Council of State. Problems 
of economic planning are discussed be­
tween the tradeunions and the government 
in that body . 

"When grievances arise in government­
owned enterprises, the workers elect a 
committee; which meets with the Ministry 

. of Labor to resolve such problems." 
One U.S . unionist commented, "it 

seems that the real force in this country is 
the.unions ." 

The general secretary of the Nicaraguan 

farm workers' union, which they were vis~ 
iting, "agreed, giving an example. 'Tl,le 
government has such respect for the labor 
movement in this country, that in this mil­
itary emergency, it has called us and told 
us that it's up to you all to decide what to 
do about the salary policy.' " 

Another Nicaraguan unionist added, 
"we have to tell you, we have the armies, 
we control the means of communication." 

The farm workers' union secretary said, 
"this power does not come free," pointing 
out th~t ."hundreds of workers are losing 
their lives today in the reserve battalions to 
maintain this power which they have 
earned ." . 

"As unionists," Gifford wrote, "we were 
full of natural curiosity abOut . the trade 
union movement of Nicarag1,1a. How did 
they deal with the same day-to-day prob­
lems we face: grievances with forepersons, 
promotions, firi~gs, absenteeism, mater­
nity leave? They, too had more questions 
for us than time permitted answenng: what 
had our unions done to oppose the Grenada 
invasion, what are they doing to solve the 
extreme unemployment problem in the 
U.S., and did our members understand 
·tiow the military spending is tied in to un~ 
employment?", 

Unionists on the tour came from several 
state employees unions; the Hotel Employ­
ees aria Restaurant Employees; Service 
Employees International; American Federa­
tion of State, County and Municipal Em­
ployees; American Federation of Govern­
ment Employees; and Conimunic~tions 
Workers ofAmerica. 

The delegation, said Gifford, "was or~ 
ganized .primarily through the urgent per­
sistence of Nicaragua's First Secretary for 
Labor · Affairs .. in Washington, .Roberto 
Vargas . Vargas, a Nicaraguan· and himself 

. a veteran of both the Vietnam war and the 
U.S. labor movement, felt that the time 
was right to bring trade unionists from 
Nicaragua and the U.S. together ." 

.. 

Furth:er reading on Nicaraguan .revolution 
NicaraguC!I: An Introduction to the Sandinista Revolution by Arnold 
Weissf;)erg. 48 pp. $.95. . . · - · · 
Sandin~stas Speak by Tomas Borge, Carlos Fonseca, Daniel Ortega, . 
Humberto Ortega, and Jaime Wheelock. l60 pp. $4.95 . 

· Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., NY, N.Y. 10014. Please include 
$. 75 for postage and handling. 
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SoCihliSt caDdi(J3:te ~MefM8Son 
speaks to workers, . farmers 

The Socialist Workers Party launched 
its 1984 presidential ticket at a ·national 
rally in St. Louis on Dec. 30, 1983. The 
party is running Mel Mason, a Black 
community l~der and former city coun­
cilman in Seaside, California, for presi­
dent. Andrea Gonzalez, a unionist, -
longtime Puerto Rican rights activist, 
and national chairperson of the Young 
Socialist Alliance, is the SWP vice-presi-
dential candidate. · · 

The two candidates were joined on the 
St. Louis rally platform by activists in 
the strUggles of Blacks, farmers, labor, 
Gls, and women, as well as a representa- · 
tive of the Salvadoran trade union feder­
ation, FENASTRAS. (See news story in 
last week's MHitant.) 

This week we are reprinting major ex-; 
cerpts from three speeches at the rally, 
as well as a message sent to the gathering 
by a prisoner supporting the Mason­
Gonz81ez ticket. The speech by SWP 
presidential candidate Mel Mason fol­
lows. 

We have heard here tonight from leaders 
of the Black, Latino, women's, farmers, 
and iabor struggles here and abroad. Each 
of them hit on the fact that capitalism is in 
crisis and discussed the magnitude of the 
problems we face . 

But before we begin to talk about how to 
solve these problems, we must first_under­
standwho caused them and why. 

We as s.ocialists start from the basic fact 
that there are two main classes in this soci­
ety- one that rules, and one that is ruled 
by it. One that doesn't work, and one that 
works for it. One that's wealthy, and one 
that's exploited to keep the other class 
wealthy. -

I'm speaking of the tiny, rich. minority, 
the capitalists, that we refer to as the ruling 

/ class, and the vast majority of the popula­
tion in this country that we refer to as the 
working class. That's you and me. And 
along with the ·working .farmers, we pro~­
duce the wealth that keeps this country run­
ning. But we don't enjoy the benefits of 
that wealth. 
If you don't have this as your starting 

point, there's no way that you will be able 
to figure out why th~s country and this 
world is the way it is. Not having this as 
your starting point leads you to believe the 
world has gone mad~ It will cause you to 
start resorting to superstition. 

How. many times have you heard some­
one say, ' 'I'm out of work because I'm hav­
ing bad luck"? Or, "I got beat up by the 
cops because I was in the wrong place at 
the wrong time"? 

Brothers and sisters, the bad luck we're 
having is . living under capitalism. 
Capitalism is a system designed to make 
profits for the benefit of one small class -
the rich . The making of more and more 
m~mey is their only priority. But they need 
somebody to make that money for them, 
and that's where we come in. We're the 
ones who do the work and they're the ones 
who get rich ! 

This understanding will help us n()t only 
to define the problem, but to also find the 
solution. 

The capitalist system is in a crisis - not 
only here at home, but around the world . 
What the rulers of this country are doing is 
making us pay for their crisis . Why are the 
copper miners on strike against Phelps 
Dodge in Arizona? Why did the Grey­
hound workers go on strike? Or the tele­
phone workers? Why are the fruit and veg­
etable packers in Gonzales and Los Banos, 
California, on strike against Maggio Inc. ? 
Because their bosses forced them to strike 
to protect their wages , hours, working con­
ditions, and union rights. 

They force you out on strike and replace 
you with scabs or close down the com­
panies temporarily to "reorganize." The 
bosses want to take all they can get at the 
expense of our standard of living, our 
rights, and even our very lives. · 

The domestic policy of the U.S. govern­
ment is to attack the working class by bust­
ing ot~r .unions, stepping up ra'?ism and 
sexism to divide our class, driving down 
our wages, taking away our job security 
and benefit,s, and pounding us into submis-
sion as they do it. · · 

The government you have been led to 
believe is your government is . at war with 
you. This goes to show you who' s govern­
ment this really is , Your high school civics 
classes lied to you. Civics classes try to 
convince working people that all of us in 
this country are one - that we all have the 
same things at stake whether we are rich or 
poor. 

But are we the same as them - the rich? 
Are the copper miners in Arizona really 

Phelps Dodge in d~sguise? No! _Are the 
fruit and vegetable packers in California re­
ally Maggio Inc.? Hell no. Are Black 
people who are being victimized by voting 
rights violations in the South, refusals to 
desegregate schools in the North, and 
police brutality nationwide, them? N,0 .. 

Are women, who are denied equal pay 
and abortion rights , them? No. 

Are migrant workers and undocumented 
workers who are constantly rounded up, 
harassed, . and deported after being orked 
half to death , them? No. 

Are Native Americans who have been 
forced to live · in concentration camps in 
this country, have the highest suicide rate 
of any group in this country, them? No. 

None of us are them. We are us. And it is 
us that the Mason-Gonzalez campaign 
talks to. 

U.S. foreign policy 

Working people in the United States are 
beginning to see the flip side of the ruling­
class policy is its foreign policy. While 
here at ho~e they make us pay for their 
crisis, they also make workers and farmers 
in other countries pay for their crisis. That 
is why the U.S. government provides mili­
tary aid to dictatorships in El Salvador and 
Guatemala. That is why it is funding coun-
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terrevolutionaries to overthrow the Nicara­
guan government. That is why they in­
vaded Grenada and made it "safe" once 
again for "free enterprise." 
, That is why the U.S. Marines are in 
Lebanon. They're not there on any peace­
keeping mission! They are there to prop up 
a government that helps secure U.S. finan­
cial interests in the Mideast. The people of 
Lebanon don't want this government, but 
Washington does- that' s the problem! 

The capitalist crisis, both here and 
abroad, will continue to deepen. With that 
knowledge, what do, we do? 

How do we reopen the steel mills that 
are closing down, throwing thousands of 
workers on the street? 

How do we stop Washington from send­
ing U.S. Gis to war in Central America and 
.the Mideast? 

How do we keep the banks from fore­
closing on familyfarms? 

How do we get the Equal Rights Amend­
ment? 

How do we stop racist attacks on Blacks 
and Latinos? 

Can we do it by voting next November 
for someone in the Democratic Party who 
is a "friend of labor," a "friend cif Blacks," 
or a "friend of women?" Are there any such 
things in the Democratic Party? 

Walter .Mondale 

When you take a look at the fact that 
Walter Mondale, a leading contender for 
the Democratic nomination, was·part of the 
Carter administrati~n that helped defeat the 
ERA, you can rightfully say he doesn' t 
have a record of being a friend of women. 

Mondale and ·Carter were under attack 
throughout the four years they were in of­
fice for not living up to their promises to 
help Blacks. So Mondale doesn' t have are­
cord of being a friend of Blacks. 

And Mondale was part of the administra­
tion that attacked the Uoited Mine Workers · 
union w~eq i.t-·w.~nt on strikeltf~g- th~·­
precedent for Reagan to later crush the air 
controllers' union. So Mondale can' t be 
considered the friend of labor the AFL-CIO 
officialdom tries to convince u~ he is - to 
the tune of $20 million of union members' 
money. 

Copper miners and Democrats 

What about the Democratic Party in 
Arizona? The copper miners who are on 
strike now helped put Democrat Bruce 
Babbitt in the governor's office as a friend 
of labor. But what did this friend of labor 
do when the miners went out on strike? He 
sent the National Guard in to attack them. 

So what should the copper miners do? 
Support. a Republican for governor? No, 
they should run a copper miner for gover­
nor of Arizona! .What better friends of 
labor do we have than the copper miners of 
Arizona? 

The Mason-Gonzalez campaign advo­
cates that kind of action on the part of 
work~rs. We think workers and working 
farmers need to run their own kind for .of­
fice. We're not going to be able to stop 
farm foreclosures , plant shutdowns, war, 
or discrimination unless we gain political 
power. And you can't do that through the 
two-party system of the Democrats and Re­
publicans - no matter how hard you try . . 

Brother Jesse Jackson hasn't been able 
to do it, no matter how hard he tries: The 
Democrats prove it to Jackson. every day: 
they cannot and will not repesent the inter­
ests of Blacks, Latinos, or labor. They 
can' t do it because they represent the inter­
ests of another class - the ruling rich. 
Jackson says he wants to reform the Dem­
ocratic Party, but the o~ly thing that's 
being reformed is Brother Jackson himself. 

Jackson on Mideast 

A few years ago, Jackson came under ra­
cist criticism for meeting with the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. Today he_ is 
claiming that . Israel, which occupies the 
rightful homeland of the Palestinians, not 
only has a right to exist , but is threatened 
by the homeless Palestinian people ! 

In the past few days, Jackson has taken 
conflicting positions on the war in Leba-

Mei ·Mason 

non. On the one hand, he says maybe the 
U.S . . troops should be withdrawn. But on 
the other hand, he blames the Syrian gov­
ernment, not the U.S. government,f or the 
crisis in Lebanon. 

While respecting Brother Jackson's con­
tributions to the Black struggle, and de­
fending his right to run for office free of the 
racist restrictions he currently suffers, I am 
bound by principle to point out to working 
people that as earnest and sincere as I be­
lieve the brother to be, asking us to partici­
pate in the Democratic Party is leading us 
down a dead-end street. 

Brother Jackson should t~e a lesson 
from the civil ·rights movement · he has 
helped lead. Civil rights gains, like the de­
feat of Jim Crow segregation, the Voting 
Rights Act, and the Civil Rights Act, were 
not won at the ballot box or through the 
Democratic Party. The Democratic Party 
helped enforce Jim Crow, segregated 
schools, and restrictions on . Black voting 
rights! 

Right now, the Democratic Party is 
working with the Republican Party to at­
tack Black rights. Violations of Black vot­
ing rights in the south are being 
spearheaded by the Democrats. 

Blacks are being singled out for special 
attack because unfortunately, the Demo­
crats a;nd ;~4!pll;blicans ~ve le¥lrn€!'tm<>.~ r 
from the civil rights struggle than Brother 
Jackson has. · 

They understand the historic vanguard 
role Blacks play in the struggle ·for social 
justice. They understand that once Blacks 
start to move, the whole working class 
starts to move. And they don' t want to see 
that happen. That's why they are stepping 
up use of the death penalty, among their 
other methods of terror and oppression, to 
intimidate us from organizing to defend our 
interests. 

How do we defeat them? 

Do we defeat these attacks by staying in 
the two-party system that is bringing all 
this about? Or do we form our own party­
a Black party, or a labor party based on a 
revitalized, democratic , revolutionary 
trade union movement? 

I think the answer is clear. We need our 
own party. 

What we have experienced in our . re­
lationship with the ruling class and its par­
ties is that the relationship is no good! It's 
been a bad marriage. We want a divorce on 
the grounds of incompatibility. And we' ll 
have a permanent restraining order - it's 
called socialism! 

Workers and farmers govern~ent 

Capitalism i~ outmoded, Neanderthal, 
antisocial , and unfit for human consump­
tion. Our campaign says the abolition of 
capitalism is the only solution to the prob­
lems we face. We must establish a govern­
ment in this country of workers and farm­
ers like ourselves to guarantee that society 
will no longer be run in the interests of the 
privileged rich . 

If you believe in this perspective then 
I'm going to challenge you. ' 

If you believe in this perspective, then 
you have to fight for it. The society that 
we're talking about creatjng is not going to 
fall out of the sky. 

You can't bring in the new order by 
standing around thinking good thoughts 
about your fellow man. Youhave to strug­
glefor the new society. Some of us don't 
even know who our fellow man is .yet. So 

Continued on next page 



Greyhound, copperf'skik~rs speak to rally ~ , 
'I fully endorse a labor party in this country' 

Printed on this page are speeches and 
messages to the Dec. 30, . 1983, Socialist 
Workers Party campaign rally. The talk 
by Leonard Bryant, an Amalgamated 
Transit Union picket coordinator in 
Philadelphia during the Greyhound 
strike, follows. 

It's good to be . here tonight among 
friends. I've found that since November 3, 
wheri we walked out on Greyhound, my 
circle of friends has widened considerably. 

First of all, I'.d really like to thank the 
Socialist Workers Party and the Young 
Socialist Alliance for inviting me here. 

And in particular, I'd really like to thank 
the Militant newspaper for its ongoing sup­
port and coverage, which was basically the 
only coverage that we had of what was re­
ally going on in other parts of the country. 
We have locals in all48 states and locals in 

· Canada and we have locals with 50 mem­
bers and locals with 500 members. So sol­
idarity was absolutely essential. 

Earlier this year, as things progressed, I 
thought about rapidly approaching 1984-
oh boy. I looked around and I saw a coun­
try moving toward a society where the few 

' . were really making obscene profits at the 
expense of working people, where we had 
clowns sitting in Washington making racist 
jokes, where there was a concerted effort to 
drive the standard of living down by a con­
centrated effort of union-busting. 

I saw a president whose first official act 
was to bust a union. Never mind the fact 

·that the government refused to negotiate in 
good faith and violated the contract in that 

. ganizing within the Amalgamated Transit 
Union had failed to accomplish. I saw 
coming to~ether, I saw men with 30 years 
on the property walking the picket lines 
with men who had 3 years on the property . 
I saw men and women standing up, 
straightening up. You know, when you 
straighten up, anything that's on your back 
tends to fall off. 

Not only in our union. We saw great sol­
idarity in Philadelphia in particular. One 
Wednesday morning we ha.d a convoy of 
Teamster drivers, driving 40-foot semis 
around· City Hall. Downtown was closed. 
You've all heard those jokes · about 
Philadelphia, I went there and . it was 
closed. This morning it was closed. 

There were people there from the Steel­
. workers, teachers union, ·plumbers, 
Teamsters. Downtown was definitely 
closed. 

Also we enjoyed the support of the pub­
lic. The Militant really covered our efforts 
and gave us tremendous support. But there 
was really a dearth of covt:rage in the mass 
media. When you read something in the 
newspapers or heard it on the evening news 
it was almost like a press release from [the 
Greyhound corporate headquarters in] 
Phoenix. Greyhound had the nerve to claim 
that this Thanksgiving they did far more 
business than they did last Thanksgiving. 

Now, I didn't see any buses on the road. 
What they were doing, I don't know. They · 
weren't hauling people, at least not on 
buses. 

Now we did make some concessions. I 
don't even like to look at it as losing the 
battle. I think a strategic withdrawal is 
what we had. The war goes on. We will ul-
timately win. · 

Back to this coverage that we got. If you 
think about it, it really is an educational ex­
perience. If this had been an airline strike, 
if one of the minor carriers, not even East­
em or United, but maybe Ozark or one of 
the regional · carriers, there would have 
been a· tremendous amount of media cover­
age. 

We didn't get any of that kind of cover­
age. We started thinking about it and said, 
wait a minute, how come? It dawned on 
several of us that IBM executives don't 
ride the bus. Think about it. The people 
ride the bus. And the people' weren't riding 
the bus. And the people knew it. We had 
tremendous support. 

As you know we're back to work- and 
we're operating at 55 miles per hour, 40 
where posted. And we make very sure that 
before we leave any terminal that we have 
otir fire ax on board, emergency flares,.and 

· all tum signals· are working properly. And 
at that .rate of speed we are approaching 
1986, which will be our next negotiating 
ses~ion, where we sit down and talk again. 

I was really encouraged with the solidar­
ity from the other unions and from labor in 
general. I could really see that it's starting 
to dawn on working people in this country · 
what's going on. That everything is con­
nected. And for a long time, we as working 
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people have been beating our heads against 
the wall in frustration. Well, as anyone 
who has experience beating their heads 
against the wall knows, it feels real good 
when you stop. It's about the only thing 
that can be said for it. 

We're going to stop beating our heads 
against the wall. Yie're organizing. We're 
getting some new blood at the top. We are 
strong, we are united, we are talking to our 
sisters and brothers in other unions. 

I'm happy to be here tonight to talk to 
you. I fully . endorse a labor party in this 
country. Once again I'd like to thank you 
for this opportunity. Solidarity! 

· respect. But the workers had no business 
striking. That was against the sacred oath 
they had taken. Never mind the govern­
ment's obligation to negotiate in good 
faith. 

'Keep on selling your 'Militants' to people' 
We at Gr~yhound were faced with the 

same situation. An offer was put on the 
table, take it or leave it. We left it. 

With the Greyhound strike, this cam­
paign of union-busting actually reached its 
zenith. I think from this point on, I think 
we're going to tum the corper an~ draw the 
Iffie!lb~re'llUJi shiM up and'~totake our 
country back. 

With all the things we've seen happen­
ing, · with the geopolitical adventurism of 
the United States now, with the Reagan 
policies of repression, of subverting the 
Bill of Rights, things would seem gloomy 
indeed; if that were the complete picture. 

But a funny thing happened on the way 
to 1984 - 1983. Specifically, the Grey­
hound strike. During that strike, I actually 
saw something that all of our efforts at or- Billy Jacks 

'Workers have no stake in capitalism' 
The following statement is from a 

leader of political activists inside the 
. U.S. federal prison system. Incarcerated 
now for nine years, he began his sen­
tence in a prison in the South where he 
was introduced to radical ideas by other 

. prisoners. After helping to lead a work 
stoppage protesting prison conditions, 
he was transferred to one of the coun­
try's maximum security prisons. There 
he became a central organizer and was · 
elected chairman of a-large organization 
of Black prisoners. He began reading the 
Militant and sought out the Socialist 
Workers Party. Shortly after that, he 
was transferred again to yet another 

. prison where he continues his organizing 
efforts. 

I welcome this opportunity to show sup­
port. and encouragement for the Socialist 
Workers Party's candidate for president, 
Mel Mason. 

The onslaught against workers and farm­
ers, women, Blacks, and Latinos is vivid 
testimony to the oppressive social policies 
of capitalism in America- personified by 
whichever capitalist party rules. Many 
years ago Malcolm X gave us an analogy 
that depicted the ~boice between a wolf and 
a fox disguised as Democrats and Republi­
cans. 

As the onslaught continues, it becomes 
increasingly clear to more and more that 
the problem is not just the oppressive ideol­
ogy of the one man who occupies the 

White House. And so kis no coincidence 
that this year a new player, Jesse Jackson, 
has joined the cast of characters who will 
compete to represent the interests of Amer­
ica's aristocracy. 

The conclusions that workers and 
minorities are arriving at are emphasized 
by 57,000 dead in Vietnam, subversion 
and assassination throughout Latin Ameri­
ca, the invasion ofGrenada,.and thousands 
of American troops poised around the 
world. Working people have no stake in 
maintaining -the evils of the capitalist sys=­
tem. It is far more in their interest to help 
reorganize society so that it places human 
needs above expanding markets and sub­
servience to the rich. 

These are the issues only Mel Mason's 
candidacy will bring to the attention of 
workers. Jesse Jackson and the other candi­
dates will obscure the necessity to change 
the whole capitalist system and will deliver 
us once again into the arms of the fox . 

As a prisoner iil capitalist America who 
understands not only what socialism would 
mean to this country but to the entire 
world, I have dedicated all my efforts in 
helping to make socialism a reality. I am 
honored to offer words of support to Mel 
Mason, a worker who will take the vision 
of a socialist future to working people ev­
erywhere. I can see the prison walls that 
enclose me. Yours may not be as visible, 
but as long as capitalism survives, we are 
all prisoners. 

News from the six-month copper min­
ers' strike against Phelps Dodge Corp. 
was brought to the rally by Billy Jacks, a 
striker and member of the United Steel­
workers of America. The strike is cen­
tered in the copper mining towns of 
Morenci, Ajo, Safford, and Douglas, 
Arizona, and EI Paso, Texas. Although 
the cOmpany has br8ught the full power 
of the government in to try to crush the 
strike - including mobilizing the Na­
tional Guard against pickets last August 
- the miners are continuing their battle 
for a decent contract. The following is 
Jacks' speech. · 

· We're still out. We still have about 
1 ,200 people who are staying strong. 

I would like to thank the Young Socialist 
Alliance, the Young Socialist, and the Mil­
itant for asking me to come and speak to 
you. . 

The Militant is the only paper in our 
state that's got enough guts to print the 
truth about us. Ketfp on selling your Mili­
tants ~o all the people to let them know 
what's going on. 

We need solidarity fr:om every union and 
from all over the country. We're asking for 
this because it's not only our jobs, it's your 
jobs too. Your jobs are on the line, just like 
ours are , 

Phelps Dodge brought 1,600 troops 
against lO strikers. They brought in the Na­
tional Guard and the state troopers. They 
brought in helicopters. They brought in 
tank removers: and 750 tons of tear gas 

Without our women backing us up, 
without the women's auxiliary backing us 
up and giving us 100 percent support, a lot 
of us would have probably gone back to 
work. 

Brothers and sisters, the women that 
we've got, they're the ones who go out 
there, they're the ones who yell, they're 
the ones who give the scabs pell . ·we have 
mostly Chicano, Latino, and Mexican 
people in Morenci and Ajo. Our people 
were born and raised there and a lot of 
people will die there before they give their 
homes and their lives to this company. 

The company has not given us anything. 
The company wants to take our cost of liv­
ing away from us. They want to start new 
employees at at lower rate of pay. They 
want to take our seniority away from us. 
And we don't want that. 

The only thing we are asking for is the 
right to be Americans in this state. We 
don't have the right to bear arms. We don't 
have the right to freedom of speech. We 
don't have the right to freedom of the 
press. Everything that the media tells you, 

""""-on't believe. Believe what the Militant 
~Is you,. . 

Tell ·the people all over the country 
what's happening in Morenci, Ajo, Doug­
las, El Paso. Tell them to stay .strong and 
give us solidarity. As the Mexicans say, · 
jViva Ia H!!-elga! 

Mason talks to workers 
against us . They tried to evict us from our Continued from preceding page . , 
homes. we have to struggle to find out. That's the 

We've got two strikers who almost died best way to find out who our enemies are·, 
because scabs beat them up, they put them get involved in the struggle . 
in the hospital. We've got people who are We're Jiving in a day and age when it's 
threatened with being evicted, thrown out impossible to be neutral. So if you believe 
on the streets. They don't have the money in our perspective, we're challenging you 
to pay their rent. The unions are trying to to put your action w~ere your words are. If 
pay it. you really believe in this perspective, the 

When we had a mass picket in August, doors of the Socialist Workers Party and 
the only thing we were doing was fighting Young Socialist Alliance are wide open. 
for our rights. We carried bats, sticks, You carft do anything by yourself walk- . 
rocks , and chains to defend ourselves . But ing around with a perspective. You have to 
newspapers never reported that the scabs join an organization that can -carry out that 
had guns . They never sajd that the com- perspective. You need an organization that 
pany had an industrial gun that was going has the strength to build, to mobilize, and 
to blow us away. They never said anything go out and organize among the working 
about the National Guard that was sitting people. Youcan't do that by yourself. 
out there with their telescopes on us to pick So, if you believe our campaign is ri'ght 
us off one by one. when it talks about the kind, of society we 

I would also like to tell you that we're want to bring in, then you can help us bring . 
going to keep fighting and we're going to it in. And the way you do that is join ciur 
win this thing. • movement, join the YSA and SWP. 
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Part of Aprill983 march in Managua, Nicaragua, against U.S. war. Sign reads, "Reagan!!! You are going to fall." In the face of grow­
ing U.S. attacks, Nicaraguan people stand united and ready to defend their revolution. · 

The following is a speech delivered 
last December by Nicaragua's minister 
of the interior, Tomas Borge, to a group 
of U.S. citizens in Managua, Nicaragua. 
In the . talk, Borge explains some of the 
points he wanted to make in the United 
States while on a tour scheduled for late 
last year. 

But on November 29 - less than 24 
hours before his flight time- Borge was 
told by the U.S. embassy in Managua 
that his visa had been denied. 

The Reagan administration wants to 
. prevent U.S. working people from hear­
ing the truth about the Nicaraguan r.evo­
lution. Washington's lies about the goals 
and aims of the Sandinista government 
are aimed at preparing to overthrow it. 
The Kissinger commission report on 
Central America, submitted last week, 
contains proposals designed to escalate 
the U.S. war against Nicaragua and 
Vietnamize the war in El Salvador. 

This U.S. war dramatically stepped 
up on January 11. A· U.S.-piloted 
helicopter penetrated Nicaraguan air­
space, at a time when other aircraft had 
been providing reconnaissance and 
supplies for counterrevolutionary troops 
just south of the Honduran border. The 
helicopter was tired upon by the San­
dinista army and crashed in Honduran 
territory. . 

As . Washington tries to use tl.nci­
dent as a pretext to escalate its war, get­
ting the truth out about the Nicaraguan 
revolution is ever more important. 

So, for our readers, we present the 
speech Reagan banned in the United 

· States. 

Before the visa to visit the United States 
was denied us, we intended to travel to 
educational centers thaf had invited us as 
well as to meet with congressmen and jour­
nalists from various North American news 
media. 

Everything seems to indicate that Mr. 
Reagan's administration feels that U.S. 
citizens have no right to listen to voices of 
Nicaraguans. 

We wish to speak to you from a country 
that is at war: not only the single war we 
would have wished to wage, which is the 
war against underdevelopment, but also a 
war against military forces organized by 
the U.S. administration. 

u.s. governing circles openly discuss 
the amounts to be assigned to covert oper-

. ations against Nicaragua: operations that to 
us signify air raids, sabotage of production 
centers, and that also signify death,_ mas­
sive migr!tions, and e~onomic losses. 

What does not seem to be much dis­
cussed is the "right" of one country to at­
tack another, or the "right" of a powerful 

. . 

country like the United States to decide the 
destiny of a country that is nearly 80 times 
smaller in size and in population. 

There is much discussion about the inter­
nal situation in Nicaragua. The Sandinista 
revolution is placed in question, but there 
is little discussion about the presumed right 
to intervene in Nicaragua. 

This war, in which the United States is 
directly involved, today costs the U.S. tax­
payers millions of dollars. Tomorrow this 
war may cost the people of the United 
States thousands of lives, as it is costing us 
Nicaraguans now. 

The United States public is daily pre­
sented with a series of assertions about 
Nicaragua that are plainly and simply false, 
or else are half-truths. On the basis of these 

· assertions an attempt is made to justify to 
the North American people an increasing 
involvement in a war against Nicaragua. 

We would like to briefly analyze some 
of the principal claims that the Reagan ~d­
ministration presents concerning Nicara­
gua. Each of these claims is utilized to 
create a sentiment in U.S. public opinion to 
support the action the administration has 
taken to destroy the Sandiriista People' s 
Revolution. 

Let us see what these claims are. 

First claim: Central 
America is ·the arena of an 
East-West struggle. 

It is true that Latin America, in its en­
tirety, is poor and backward. Central 
America is poor and backward even with 
respect to the rest of Latin America. The 
per capita income of Latin Americans is 
$1,554 per year; that of Central Americans 
is $472. That of North Americ~ms is ap­
proximately $10,000. Some 6. 7 percent of 
Latin Americans live in Central America, 
but they produce only 2 percent of the 
gross national product of Latin America. 

Life expectancy in Central America is 
about 50 years, according to the fraudulent 
official data that Central American govern­
ments have traditionally provided. Central 
Americans live an average 23 years less 
than persons born in the United States. 
There are places in Central America where 
infant mortality reaches the figure of 200 
per 1 ,000 births. In the United States, in­
fant mortality is oitly 13 per 1,000 births. 

Five percent of the population - the 
richest sector - appropriated, until the 
'revolutionary victory, 43 percent of every­
thing our country produced. These figures 
are not much different from other existing 
realities in Central America. When I say 
that there are areas in El Salvador where 
there is one medical doctor for every 4,000 
inhabitants, I am citing a figure that is 
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more or less the same for the rest of Central 
America. I am sure that you are not una­
ware of the fact that in developed countries 
the proportion is one medical doctor for 
every 520 inhabitants. 

Victimized by dictatorship 

Central America has been victimized by 
dictatorships, each of which might have 
·provided a verse for the Apocalypse. The 
last dictatorship suffered by Nicaragua 
lasted nearly half a century. It ·has been 
conservatively calculated that the National 
GullCd; Somoza' s army;, murdered more 
than. 300,000 Nicaraguan's'. Since 1954, · 
more than 100,000 persons have been mur­
dered in Guatemala, and the Salvadorans, 
since 1979, have paid the same quota that 
we did in the final stage of our struggle 
against Somoza: nearly 50,000 human 
lives. 

Hunger, dear friends, is not a conflict 
-between East and West; hunger is a conflict 
between the dictatorial regimes and our 
peoples, who are hungry as well for jus­
tice. "Commander . Hunger" is the com­
mander in ·chief of Central American 
peoples. 

This sophism concerning East-West 
conflict is, therefore, a deliberate lie to jus­
tify aggression against our peoples. 

The problem must be posed in other 
terms. Ours is a struggle of national affir­
mation and it is a struggle that has the ob­
jective of ending underdevelopment, so­
cial injustice, and oppression. 

Would it not be more logical if, rather 
than making and unmaking dictators, 
rather than arming and training oppressive 
armies, rather than supporting selfish 
oligarchies, rather than perpetuating under­
development by means of a profoundly un­
just international economic order, the 
United States were to support profound so­
cial change, stop opposing peoples, stop 
arming oppressors? Would it not be more 
logical if the United States were to orient 
its gigantic technological proficiency to­
ward overcoming hunger and misery, not 
only in Central America, but among two­
thirds of humanity? 

Second claim: Nicaragua 
threatens the national 
security of the United States. 

We did not know we were so great and 
powerful. 

Nicaragua is 80 times smaller than the 
United States, and it has almost 90 times 
fewer inhabitants. The total cost of man­
ufacturing the United States' B-1 strategic 
bOmbers alone is 62 times greater than the 
annual budget of the Repub1ic of 
Nicaragua. 

How can we be a threat to the national 
security of the United States? ft is absurd tc 
attempt any military comparison .. Besides 
which, our doctrine as well as our arma­
ment is of a strictly defensive character. 

It has even been stated, defying all logic. 
that we m1ght threaten the Panama Carial. 
as if we had either the desire or the militat) 
capability to do so. Some maintain that thi! 
danger derives from the fact that we "ex· 
port" the revolution - as if revolutiom 
were cotton or coffee. 

Faced with the evident weakness of at: 
these arguments, at one point it was saic 
that ~uclear missiles aimed at the Unite( 
States would be installed in Nicaragua. No­
body has asked us to install missiles il! 
Nicaragua, nor have we requested missile! 
of anyone-; 

Third claim: A civil war is 
under way in Nicaragua. 

An attempt Q.as also been made to create 
the impression that a spontaneous conflict 
has developed in Nicaragua, in which a 
part of the population is fighting against 
revolutionary power. 

It is enough to have a minimum of com~ 
moo sense, enough to visit Nicaragua, to 
realize the extraordinary degree of popular 
support that our revolution enjoys. 

What then, is the origin of the war? It 
has become axiomatic that the military 
forces that attack Nicaragua come from 
Honduran and Costa Rican territory and 
that the mastermind and supplier of this in­
vasion is the government of the United 
States. To state the contrary is to reduce the 

·obvious to a scandalous lie. Of course, the 
lie bears fruit , and this was the philosophy 
of the German Third Reich when it upheld 
the maxim: "Lie, and lie again: something 
will stick." 

On the other hand, it ,is a law of history 
that revolution necessarily produces coun­
terrevolution. When the United States won 
its independence, there were also some 
100,000 opponents who went to Canada . 
ln r,; Nicaragua, ·_: ; ith.is·r~ ooume.tmmhrtimt;: 
though weak, is inevitable. The strength 
acquired by this counterrevolution origi* 
nates with a political decision by a govern­
ment which, while maintaining diplomatic 
relations with Nicaragua, has determined 
to make war on Nicaragua. 

U.S. sets strategy 

The United States government, acting 
through the Central Intelligence· Agency, 
reassembled members of Somoza's former 
National Guard who were dispersed 
throughout Guatemala, Honduras, El Sal­
vador, and the United States, forming them 
into what was ultimately called the Nicara­
guan Democratic Forces. These former 
members of Somoza's army were concen­
trated by the United States in Honduran ter­
ritory. The counterrevolutionary 'forces 
commenced harassing our military installa­
tions. At the same time they were able to 
draw a sector of the Miskito Indian popula­
tion into counterrevolutionary activity, 
using radio broadcasts and agents who 
based their appeal on the separatist lean­
ings of some of the Miskito leaders. 

These forces 'act from bases located 'in 
Honduran territory. Their activities on our 
soil depend on the rearguard and logistical 

Nicaraguan · Interior 
Borge. 



as· ~ . lhe speech Reagan. banned 
. upport of the Honduran Army and the 
inan~ing, planning, and intelligence sup­
llied by the CIA. 

None of this is rhetorical excess. The so­
ailed Nicaraguan Democratic Forces 
unction out of Honduras and have three 
ommand echelons: the lowest, composed 
.f former officers of Somoza's National 
luard who are in tum commanders of the 
rincipal "task forces"; an intermediate 
ommand level made up of Honduran 
I.CillY officers, one former officer of the 
:omoza army, and the CIA station chief in 
'egucigalpa; and the high command, made 
p exclusively of North Americans - offi­
ers of the CIA and of the Southern Com-
13Ild. of the U.S. Army located in Panama. 
'his latter sets the strategy of the armed ag­
ression against Nicaragua. 
Is this a war between Nicaraguans? Or is 

: an external _ aggression? Can there be a 
ivil war when one of the bands is or­
:anized, directed, armed, and financed 
rom abroad? 

Civil war in Nicaragua? .A civil war is 
~hat exists in El Salvador. The assertion 
hat there is a civil war in Nicaragua is an 
ffort to legitimize a cynical ploy. It is an 
.ttempt to create the illusion that there 
xists in Nicaragua a situation analogous to 
nat of El Salvador; it is a useless attempt to 
tse blackmail to put forward a possible sol­
tion in Central America from a position of 
trength. 

i'ourth claim: Nicaragua 
oday is a satellite of the 
:ubans and Soviets. 
It is still fresh in the memory of Nicara­

uans that the highest . authority in our 
ountry during the time of Somoza was the 
mbassador of the United States. We are 
truggling, fundamentally, to be our own 
lasters and make our own decisions. This 
;; an elementary principle of national 
IOnor. 

The assertion that Nicaragua is domi­
ated ·by'~ubans arntthe Soviets·.setms· 
1, be based on an ignorance of the pride 
ncl power of national feeling among 
Hcaraguans. Out of respect for the truth 
nd with full knowledge of the facts, I can 
ffirm that neither the Soviet ambassador, 
10r the Cuban ambassador, nor Fidel Cas­
ro - with whom we have frequently con­
ersed .:__nor the Soviet ·leader, Yuri An­
.ropov - with whom we have also spoken 
-has ever told us what we must do. To 
1ink otherwise would be to acknowledge 
1at we have no judgment of our own, that 
te have no respect for the blood of our 
1artyrs, that we are simply puppets. All 
1e North American friends with whom we 
ave spoken can bear witness to our na­
tonal pride. 

Who among you can believe that we lack 
1e audacity and courage to make our own 
ecisions? If we were sufficiently dishon­
·rable to surrender, there is no doubt what­
oever that it would be much easier and 
1uch more comfortable to surrender to the 
:ovemment of the United States. 

~onaligned and pro-Third World 

Our international policy is nonaligned 
tnd pro-Third World, and this cannot be 
~auged only though occasional votes in the 
Jnited Nations, .but in the wide variety of 
elations we maintain with European, 
\sian, African, and, naturally, with Amer~ 
can nations. 

Only 8.8 percent of our foreign com­
nerce in 1982 was with socialist countries. 
'AI e trade twice as much with Western 
~urope or >Vith the United States as with all 
he socialist countries combined. 

Where is the Soviet and Cuban domina­
ion? In the political sphere we are ex­
remely jealous of our independence. In the 
:conomic sphere we have relations four 
iSles greater with nonsocialist countries 
hat with socialist. . 

We have received respectful treatment 
rom Cuba and the Soviet Union, without 
lilY sort of conditions attached. This is the 
.ame treatment we would like to have from 
he United States, a relationship of mutual 
·espect and cooperation. 

Fifth claim: There is a 
totalitarian dictatorship in 
Nicaragua. 

Constructing a new state is like erecting 
a new structure on the ruins of a building 
that has been struck by a cataclysm. In 

. Nicaragua we. have to change everything 
down to our very mental attitudes, inas­
much as this was a country ruled by indif­
ference, corruption, and selfishness. Al­
though it seems hard to believe, in 
Nicaragua under the Somoza dictatorship 

· honesty was looked on askance. 

owned. Through these and through La Pre­
nsa, the declarations and analyses of par­
ties opposing the FSLN are transmitted 
every day . What is being censored? That 
which every state censors when confronted 
with a war situation, as was the case with 
the North American state during World 
War II . 

( 

How can we avoid censoring news items 
that promote speculation in basic goods 
with the purpose of distracting our people 
from defense tasks? How can we avoid 
censoring news that attempts to confuse the 
population and has as its end the obstruc­
tion of military service in a situation that 

. requires the defense of the homeland? 
Defense of the homeland is also a demo-

the first weeks after the triumph, when 
there were still no police, no judicial sys­
tem or laws, the people in various cases 
took justice into their own hands. The ac­
cumulated hatred against those who had 
murdered, raped women, stolen with im- · 
punity, was great. But within a few weeks 
effective control was established through­
out the country, putting an end'to this type 
of practice. 

With our feet firmly planted in the real­
ity of our eountcy, with ali its contradic­
tions and incongruities, the Sandinista Na­
tional Liberation Front [FSLN] designed a • ~ cratic act. 

There have been other cases of abuses, 
of mistreatment of prisoners, of some mur­
ders, of robberies committed by members 
of our armea forces. But we have been im­
placable in judging them. Today there are 
many Sandinistas completing sentences in 
our jails . . . and nobody abroad raises a 
voice on their behalf! 

When the revolution' triumphed, the 
Miskito population of the Atlantic Coast 
was submerged in centuries of historic 
backwardness, not only with respect to de­
veloped countries, but with respect to the 
population of the rest of Nicaragua. 

policy of alliances to confront the Somoza 
tyranny: a policy that saw its continuation 
in a pluralistic and participatory conception 
following the revolutionary victpry. 

The concrete expression of this 
pluralism and participation is the Council 
of State. In the Council of State1 are repre­
sented seven political parties, seven labor 
organizations, five private enterprise · or­
ganizations, diverse religious sectors, uni­
versities, youth and women's organiza­
tions, and so ofi'. · 

Elections in 1985 

In this same context, we have committed 
ourselves to holding elections, opening the 
electoral proct?SS in 1984 that isto culmi­
nate in 1985. In this way we are accom­
plishing what was promised in 1980, a few 
months after the triumph [of the revolu­
tion]. On February 21 the exact date of the 
elections - which are scheduled for the 
first months of 1985- will be announced. 

During these years we have carried out a 
series of reforms whose only objective has 

. been to advance on the road to democracy: 
teaching 40 percent of our population to 
read, . creating a totally new judicial system 
to replace the dictatorship's corrupt sys­
te!U, an<;J,.§tifllpJ~tin,~~~'~ people th~t waH>P~ 
pressed for a half century to organize itself 
and to participate in the decisions that af­
fect its destiny, All of this has been accom­
plished in five ye_ars . Has the United States 
forgotten that in its country the first elec­
tions were held in 1789, 13 years after the 
Declaration .of Independence? 

How easy it would be for us, goaded by 
the slanders of each morning and each af­
ternoon, harassed from all angles, tp toss 
overboard the positions and principles 
enunciated by our Revolutionary National 
Directorate. 2 Nevertheless, we have dem­
onstrated irrefutably that we continue to be 
a nonaligned nation with a commitment to 
pluralism. _ 

In our country a Law on Political Parties 
has been approved that assures the right of 
all these parties to seek power. 

The level of popular participation has no 
precedent in our history . More labor unions 
have been created during these four years 
of revolution than in all preceding Nicara­
guan history. The entire people is or­
ganized: agricultural workers, owners of 
small- _and medium-sized ·businesses, 
women, youth, city dwellers, 
businessmen, professionals, students- all 
these have a voice in a country that was al­
ways starved for words. The decisions of 
our revolutionary directorate are as Closely 
linked to the sentiments of our people as 
blood is to arteries. This too is democracy. 
The accusation of totalitarianism has 
sought arguments in a supposed suppres­
sion of freedom of the press. In Nicaragua 
there are nine newspapers: three dailies and 
six weeklies. Of the tluee ·daily newspa­
pers, one is the official organ of the FSLN; 
the other two, Nuevo Diario and La Prensa 
are private. There are 46 radio' stations, of 
which 25 - or 55 percent - are privately 

I . Council of State -,-legislative body made up 
of representatives from the trade unions; 
women's and youth organizations; the small 
fanners' union; the FSLN and other politic;d 
p_arties; the universities; and, clerical and pri­
vate organizations. 
2. National Directorate - the top executive 
body of the FSLN. It has nine members, among 
them Tomas Borge. 

Sixth claim: Nicaragua 
violates human rights and 
practices repression against 
the Miskitos. 

It is necessary to staJ1 by saying that the 
U.S. administration had contentedly proc­
laimed that there is a notable improvement 
in the observance of human rights in 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Chile, and 
Paraguay, but that in Nicaragua the respect 
for human rights had deteriorated and con­
tinues to deteriorate. 

The comparison is odious because they 
speak of the improvement of human rights 
in countries where genocide has become 
commonplace, and they say that human 
rights have deteriorated in a country where 
there are no executions, where torture has 
been virtually eradicated, where prisoners, 
including Somocistas, have been located in 
work centers where they have a continuing 
relationship with their families and with 
many of them under a regime of what we 
call "oJ)en farms." Open farms in which 
there are no guards, other than moral sua­
sion and our confidence in the prisoners, 
that are without police and without bars. 
And if this audacious measure raises some 
skepticism; I' invite · anyotie ' who . holds 
doubts to visit Nicaragua and observe this 
beautiful, profoundly humane, project in 
action. 

Witness to the treatment we grant pris­
oners are the . International Red Cross, 
Commission of Huinan Rights, a group of 
North . American jurists headed by Mr. 
Ramsey Clark, writers of worldwide pres­
tige such as Julio Cortazar, Carlos Fuentes, 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Gunter Grass, 
and Graham Greene, among others. 

_Have there been abuses in Nicaragua? In 

The Somoza dictatorship never made the 
slightest effort to bring education or health 
care to its population . Tuberculosis deci­
mated lives · and illiteracy blotted out · 
minds. Neglect was the policy toward the 
Miskitos . 

We wanted to resolve this historic back­
wardness, having a great deal of will, but 
with little knowledge. 

We committed errors, many errors; 
many times no account was taken of the 
cultural particularities of the Miskitos; at 
other times there was no emphasis on 
learning their language, and basic aspects 
of anthropology were unknown. Such er­
rors were committed in good faith; they 
were taken advantage of by the bad faith of 
the counterrevolution. 

Many of the former Miskito leaders, · 
such as Steadman Fagoth, who had been an 
agent of Somoza's Security Office, com­
menced working with the CIA to divide the 
Miskitos and prevent them from supporting 
the revolution. An enormous campaign 
was launched, including radio broadcasts 
from Honduras, in which he urged the Mis­
kitos to ''flee" to Honduras because "the 
Sandinistas will kill you" or "they'll send 
your children to Russia so they will deny 
their parents," and so on. 

Many Miskitos deceived 

Many Miskitos were deceived and left, 
becoming objects for recruitment by the 
counterrevolution on the Atlantic Coast. In 
Honduras .they lived in virtual concentra­
tion camps. Many of them stayed there, 

Continued on next page 

Refugees during 1972 Managua earthquake reach for food handouts. "Hunger is a conflict 
between the dictatorial regim~ and our people, who are bungry as well for justice. 'Gen­
eral Hunger' is the commander-in-chief of Central American peoples," explains Borge. 
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Nicaraguan leader rips U.S.lies 
Continued from preceding page 
and others were resettled in zones [within 
Nicaragua] that a number of you have cer­
tainly visited, where they have everything 
that our scanty resources can provide them. 

But since we are conscious that the Mis­
kitos who committed crimes against order 
and public security were deceived and 
manipulated, the governing Junta of Na­
tional Reconstruction3 recently decreed a 
total amnesty for them. All those who are 
outside the country may return to the 
bosom of their families , as well as those 
who have been released from prison, where 
they had been sentenced or were detained 
.in the course of police investigations. 

Seventh cl.aim: In Nicaragua 
there is religious 
persecution. 

We have affirmed, and we repeat mice 
more, that the Nicaraguan people are revo­
lutionary and Christian. Numerous priests, 
pastors, monks, and nuns participate fully 
in the revolutionary process. This partici­
pation had its origin in the old nightmare of 
injustice and exploitation that our people 
endured, in the rejuvenating ideas of Vati­
can Council II, and in the flexibility and vi­
sion of Nicaraguan revolutionary leaders. 

Role of Christians 

Many Christians ·participated as mili­
tants in the Sandinista National Liberation 
Front. There were Christians who gave 
their lives for our revolution, including 
some priests who fell in combat, such as 
Father Gaspar Garcia Laviana. Various 
Catholic priests are ministers of state, 
others are diplomats. The spiritual guide of 
Nicaraguan youth is a Jesuit priest, Fer-
nando Cardenal. - · 

I will not point out the variety and 
number of religious people in the inter­
mediate level of revolutionary power, 
though it might be well to mention that 
some ministers of state, such as thqse of 
education and housing, are militant Chris­
tians. There are institutions such as the 
Valdivieso Center4 the Central American 
Historical Institute, and the Center for Ag­
rarian Studies and Development under the' 
responsibility of religious personnel. 

Part of the Catholic hierarchy is opposed 
and politically hostile to the revolution. 
They adopt positions that go beyond the re­
ligious sphere and in this sense there are 
conflicts, but on the level of freedom of 
religion, they have never suffered any in­
terference from our authorities. During the 
past weeks we have had a series of discus­
sions with the bishops, which have served 
to improve relations with the Conference of 

·Bishops. 

Eighth claim: Nicaragua 
foments an arms race in 
Central America. 

They attack us on all sides, then they ac- . 
cuse us of arming because we are preparing 
for our own defense. 

Honduran arms buildup 

Honduras now has a great quantity of 
sophisticated armaments: Scorpion tanks, 
A-37B aircraft, several dozen fighter 
bombers and helicopters, plus a training 
program and organization of a clearly of­
fensive character aimed at Nicaragua. 

We are not worried by the quantity of 
arms possessed by Honduras, inasmuch as -
it has a perfect right to have them so long as 
they are not used against another country. 

We also, naturally, have a perfect right 
· to have them so long as they are not used 
against another country. The danger, there­
fore, lies in the decision to attack, that is to 
say, in the decision to make war. We are 
more worried about the enormous military 
arsenal that the United States has in the 
Panama Canal Zone, which is a sort of 
small capital of aggression against Latin 

· America. 

We lack airplanes, and we do not have 
enough weapons for each Nicaraguan to 
shoulder a rifle. That is to say, our problem 
is not one of a lack of people willing to 
fight, but a lack of arms. We are convinced 
that the problem of other Central American 
countries is not one of arms, but of men. 

We made war to achieve peace 

We know what war is, because we have 
made war in order to achieve peace. We 
know what war is, because we are at war to 
defend peace. This explains why we arm 
ourselves, and this explains why we go 
about the world demanding its intervention 
on behalf of peace. We grasp the steel of 

. war in our country because no alternative 
exists, and we have been disposed to come 
to the United States to engage in a dialogue 
for peace, because it is the best alternative. 

Our revolution continues ~ despite 
pressures, despite economic boycotts, de­
spite war - along the road of in­
stitutionalization that··we have proposed. 
From the first moment we said that elec­
tions would be carried out in 1985, and we 
are keeping our promise. 

On September 17, 1980, the Council of 
State, by means of Decree 513, approved 
the inauguration of the electoral periOd- in 
1984 and elections in 1985. This was pre­
ceded by an official communique of the 
National Directorate of the FSLN on Au­
gust' 23, 1980, which also proposed the 
carrying out of the electoral process in 
1985. This decision has been reaffirmed 
again and again by the leaders of the revo­
lution. 

The decisions announced a few days ago 
reaffirming the inauguration of the elec­
toraLprocess on January 31 , 1984, are sim-

Militant/Jane Harris 
Sahsa settlement in Nicaragua: new housing for Miskito Indians being built alongside 
the old. Washington lies about Sandinista treatment of the Miskitos. 

ply the continuation of a decision made 
more than three years ago. 

Because of _this it is · paradoxical that 
these decisions of ours are attributed to 
pressures · and to the covert war against 
Nicaragua. As it is also paradoxical that the 
decisions we have taken on different occa­
sions to prevent the Miskito population 
from becoming the victims of an artifi­
cially-imposed war, are likewise interpre­
ted by the Reagan administration as a con­
sequence of the covert war against 
Nicaragua. Are they perhaps ignorant of 
the pronouncements made by the FSLN 
since 1981 in which the respect for the 
traditions, culture, and rights of the indi­
genous population of the Atlantic Coast are 
affirmed-'?"'-' :.. · ··.·-·. _., '·' ____ _ .: --· -

All of that is .paradoxical, as we have 
said. They make war on us- which is the 
only thing that could make an electoral pro­
cess difficult - and then say that, thanks 
to this war, we are holding elections. They 
.set their millions of dollars and an enor­
mous pr~paganda apparatus iri motion to 
deceive the Miskitos and use them as can­
non fodder in their wide-open "covert 
war," and then they say that the revolu­
tion's amnesty is a consequence of their 
war. What a way of falsifying teality! 

We are strong 

We gr~ted amnesty because we are 
strong. We will hold elections because we 
are strong; we are generousilecause we are 

strong. we are strong because we are right; 
we are strong because here the people have 
arms; we are strong because here democ­
racy' justice, respect for human dignity, 
national dignity, and national honor pre- · 
dominate. 

In the peace protx>sals for the Central 
American area, we have included the ques­
tion of military advisers and that of arma­
ments. We propose the withdrawal of all 
military advisers in the area and the freez­
ing of armaments in the entire region. 
Would not this be an effective step toward 
achieving peace? 

The North American people have ·-dle 
right to be well-informed; they have the 
right to demand that their rulers present 
th¢m IWitltt'eal facts ~er thanrliesmnhld6i ' 
truths to justify actions against other 
peoples. They have the right to listen to. the . 
victims; they have the obligation to judge 
the victimizers. Nicaragua is . never going 
to attack the United States. Nicaragua is 
being attacked by the United States. The 
North American people have the right and 
duty to know this.-

The U.S. administration has two op­
tions: either it continues along the bellige­
rent path that only presages an enormous 
cost in lives, not only of Central Americans 
but also of North Americans, or else it de~ 
cides to engage in dialogue, to understand 
our peoples, to ·collaborate with social 
changes and with the possibility of de­
velopment. 

Thank you. 

Let us start with a fact: Nicaragua was 
first threatened and then invaded. We have 
the right and the obligation to defend our­
selves, and we a)go have the duty to not at­
tackother countries. We do not propose to 

N. Korea calls for talks, reunification 
invade Honduras, and obviously we do not BY WILL REISSNER 
propose to invade the United States. There- · UNITED NATIONS - Citing increas-
fore, ouqmns and our military doctrine are_ ingly acute tensions and a growing danger 
of a defensive nature. of war on the Korean peninsula, the North 

We must ask, who is attacking Korean government called January :10 for 
Nicaragua? Is it not the United States? Did three-way talks between North and South 
they not recently approve $24 million for Korea and the United States _to ease ten-
what they call "covert ·operations" against sions and pave the way for the reunification 
my country? · of the two Koreas, divided since 1948. 

Is it not the United States that presently The proposal was made in letters to the 
has 5,145 soldiers in Honduran territory? U.S . and South Korean governments. 

Is it not the United States that constructs • The North Korean letter to Washington 
radar stations, that has spy planes characterized the present situation as one of 
crisscrossing our air space and great fleets ··mutual distrust" and warned that a ')rifling 
patrolling along our coasts? incident" could trigger war between the 

Is it not the United States that promotes huge armies on both sides of the de-
the reactivation of that alliance of repres- militarized zone. 
sive armies called CONDECA [Central "Should a "war break out again in 
American Defense Council], from which Korea," the letter noted, "it would ... in-
they wish to illegally exclude Nicaragua? evitably expand into a nuclear war." It is 

3. Junta of Government of National Recon­
struction - the top ·executive body of the 
Nicaraguan government. Its three members are 
Sergio Ramirez Mercado, a leading writer and 
historian; attorney Rafael Cordova Rivas; and 
Commander Daniel Ortega, who serves as coor­
dinator of the junta. 

believed th_at the Pentagon has more tha~ 
1 ,000 nuclear weapons deployed in South 
Korea. In 1983 U.S. Army Chief of Staff 
Gen. Edward Meyer warned that if war 
broke out in Korea, U.S. forces could use 
tactical nuclear weapons stockpiled there. 

The North Korean letter to . the U.S. 
Congress proposed that the tripartite talks 

12 The Militant January 27, 1984 

focus on "signing a .peace agreement" be­
tween the U.S . and North Korea to 
supplant the 1953 armistice, and adopting · 
"a declaration of non-aggression between 
North and South of Korea." 

After the ~ace treaty and nonaggression 
pacts are worked out, the letter continues, 
discussions could take place on convening 
a conference between North and South 
Korea to establish "a confederation based 
on regional autonomy, leaving the existing 
socio-political systems in the north and the 
south as they are." 

Even though the United States and North 
Korea fought a war, the message states, 
"this does not mean that our two countries 
should remain hostile countri'es forever." 
There can be "friendly relations" if Wash­
ington "does not interfere in the domestic 
affairs of the Korean people or · obstruct 
Korea's reunification" and shows "true in­
terest in preserving peace in Korea and in 
solving the Korean question peacefully." 

A sepcu-ate letter ro South Korean au­
thorities proposed that "a national confer­
ence embracing various parties, groupings 
and circles including the authorities of the 
North and South should be convened". to 

discuss reunification. Such a conference 
"may discuss the question of founding a 
neutral confederal state, leaving the sys~ 
terns in the North and the South as they are 
and allowing autonomy in the two regions. 

"If the Seoul authorities had· another 
reasonable proposal for the founding of a 
unified state, it may also be discussed," the 
letter added. 

North Korean authorities are acutely 
worried by the build-up of U.S. forces in 
South Korea. · 

It. has been reported that in 1984 the an­
nual U.S.-organized "Team Spirit" mili­
tary maneuvers in South Korea will· be 
even larger than "Team Spirit '83," which . 
involved 191,000 U.S. and South Korean : -
troops in simulated land, sea, and air inva-
sions o( North Korea. ·• ·· 

The North Korean government is also 
alarmed by U.S. attempts to solidify a three­
way militacy alliance between the United 
States, South Korea, and Japan. The Penta­
gon has long been pressing the Japanese 
government to take more military responsi­
bility for policing the seas in the \vestem 
Pacific and to provide military aid to So~th I 
Korea's military regime. -- · · ·· · 
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Grenadian leader DoD ·Rtlj3s 
hails role of Cuban revolution 

On Dec. 31, 1983, the Young Socialist 
Alliance sponsored a rally in St. Louis 

· celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
Cuban revolution. The rally was the 
concluding event of the YSA's national 
convention. 

A high point of the rally was a video­
taped message from Don Rojas, press sec­
retary to Grenadian Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop. Bishop was murdered 
last October 19 when he and his support­
ers attempted to lead an armed uprising 
at Fort Rupert to re-establish the work­
ers and farmers government overthrown 
by a faction led by Deputy Prime Minis­
ter Bernard Coar«J. · 

Rojas delivered his message via video­
tape beca1,1se he has been denied entry 
into this'co~ntry by the U.S. government, 
despite the fact that he worked here for 
several years and has a wife and children 
who are U.S. citizens. 

The full text of his messsage follows: 

Under the superb leadership and gui­
dance of Comrade Fidel Castro and their 
Communist Party, the Cuban . people con­
tinue to share the fruits of their revolution 
with the peoples of the world. During the 
four years of the Grenada revolution they 
offered us, and we gratefully accepted, 
their internationalist support, assistance, 
and solidarity. 

In less than two years Cuban doctors in 
Grenada have given free medical examina­
tions to over half of our population. In less 
tftan four years Cuban engineers and con­
struction workers, along with their Grena­
dian counterparts, had leveled hills, filled 
up bays, laid a 9,000-foot strip, and had al­
most completed a modem passenger termi­
nal for Grenada's new international air­
port, the one infrastructural pi'ojeet that 
would have provided the basis for our 
country's economic takeoff into the future. 

And then the criminal Yankee invaders . 
came on Tuesday, October 25, with blaz­
ing guns spitting death and destruction on 
the free land of our people. Drawing blood 
from our courageous Cuban comrades and 
from our own working people, finally cap­
turing our civilian airport and promptly 
turning it into a military base. 

Although imperialism has militarily van­
quished our people and seriously set back 
our revolutionary process "'- thanks to a 
group of opportunistic, ambitious, infal}­
tilist, and unscientific individuals posing as 
ultrarevolutionaries ~ it has not destroyed 

the spirit and example of the Grenada rev­
olution. 

Today, the memory of Maurice Bishop 
and the martyrs of Fort Rupert is alive in 
the collective consciousness of the Grena­
dian masses. Today and tomorrow the 
memory of the heroic Cuban construction 
workers who gave their lives and shed their 
blood on Grenadian soil - honorably de­
fending themselves, their homeland, their 
revolution, our revolution, the world revo­
lution.:...._ their example will inspire all Gre­
nadian patriots at home and abroad. 

The Cuban people, led by Fidel, will al­
ways occupy a special place in the· hearts 
and minds of Grenadians everywhere. For 
me, this occasion prompted a fond recol­
lection of the May Day rally in Havana's 
Revolution Plaza in 1980 when Fidel, 
[Nicaraguan · leader] Daniel Ortega, and 
Maurice Bishop lifted their joined hands 
into the air and signaled to the world' that 
Cuba, Grenada, and Nicaragua were three 
giants standing up for sovereignty and dig- · 
nity on the very threshhold of imperialism. 

Arid I remember my friend and comrade, 
Maurice Bishop, saying on that same occa­
sion to some one and a half million Cubans 
that if ever imperialism touched Cuba, they 
also touched Nicaragua and Grenada. 

Therefore comrades, while we celebrate 
now with the Cuban people 25 years of 
freedom and people's power, let us also . 
tum our. attentio~ to our struggling sisters 
and brothers in Nicaragua and El Salvador 

Don Rojas, former editor of Free West 
Indian and press secretary to Grenadian 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. 

and raise our voices with , them as they 
shout defiantly and militantly to im­
perialism ·and its stooges, iNo pasaran! 
iNo pasaran! 

Finally, allow me to wish you all success 
with your convention and with your future 
endeavors. 

Long live the Cuban revolution! 
Long live the Grenada revolution! 
jPatria o Muerte! jVenceremos!. 
Forward ever, backward never! 

Sisters and brothers, comrades all. It 
gives me great pleasure and pride on this 
occasion to send you all fraternal and revo­
lutionary greetings in thename of Comrade 
Maurice Bishop, in the name of all the 
heroes and martyrs of the Grenada revolu­
tion, in the name of all Grenadian patriots 
and revolutionaries inside and outside of 
Grenada today, in the name of a people 
robbed by imperialism of their indepen­
dence and their right to self-determination, 
and i.n the name of a once free and proud 
country, which today stifles under the 
heavy yoke of foreign military occupation 
and domination. 

I deeply regret not being physically pre­
sent with you today, but please be assured 
that my thoughts are in your midst and that 
a piece of my heart is also there with you. 

Campaign to promote Bishop book set 

For me it is a particular honor to send 
you greetings on the eve of the 25th an­
niverSary of the glorious Cuban revolution. 
The revolution that made Cuba the first 
free territory in the Americas- the revolu­
tioh4hat?.:stnashed ,boorgeois ·dictatorship ' 
and tyranny in Cuba once and for all, that 
broke 'the oppressive chains of dependency 
on United States imperialism, that through 
its building of socialism has given real po­
litical power to the Cuban people and that 
has provided countless social, economic, 
and cultural benefits for them. A revolution 
which today enjoys the respect, admira­
tion, and ·support of freedom-loving people 
all o¥er the world. 

And in its principled policy of proletar­
ian internationalism, Cuba has unselfishly 
shared thousands of its finest sons and 
daughters --:- doctors, dentists, engineers, 
teachers, technicians, soldiers- who have 
worked and in many cases died, side by 
side with the peoples of the Third World. 

Cuba has opened the doors of its schools 
and universities to tens of thousands of 
youth from the developing world coun­
tries, thus giving tl,em ari opportunity to a 
free education that will later be put to the 

. service of their people. 

BY GEORGE JOHNSON 
A campaign is under way to distribute as 

widely as possible the new book Maurice 
Bishop Speaks: The Grenada Revolution, 
1979-1983. 

The book, according to Steve Clark, 
who wrote its introduction, "con~ins the 
best possible record of the accomplish­
ments of the Grenada revolution - the 
words of its central political leader, 
Maurice Bishop." This collection of 
speeches and interviews, Clark said, is a 
unique and invaluable aid to the discus­
sions in the Black community, in the Cen­
tral America and Caribbean solidarity 
movement, and among internationalist~ 
minded workers about the lessons of the 
workers and farmers government estab­
lished in Grenada in March 1979. 

The book "is a powerful indictment of 
U.S. government policy toward the Gre~ 
nada revolution," Clark said. "Bishop ex­
plains why the wealthy U.S. rulers hated 
the social and economic programs im­
plemented by the revolutionary govern­
ment to benefit workers and farmers." This 
will be a useful political tool for all those 
today who are fighting to demand a com­
plete and immediate end to the u.s. and 
U.S.-sponsored occupation of Grenada, 

Now Available 

400 pages, $6.95 

See page 1 7 for listing of local 
bookstores, or order from 
Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., 
New York, N.Y. 10014. Please in­
clude 75 cents for postage and 
handling. · 

whiCh is overseeing the dismantling of 
most of these programs. 

The book also includes the main Oc­
tober-November 1983 statements of the 
Cuban government and Communist Party 
concerning Grenada. In these important 
documents, the Cuban revolutionaries 
rebut Reagan's lies about the U.S .. invasion 
and occupation of Grenada, and they ex­
plain their condemnation of the actions of 
the Bernard Coard faction, which betrayed 
and destroyed the Grenada revolution from 
within, opening the door for the imperialist 
intervention. 

Maurice Bishop Speaks, Clark said, 
"can be used by every Black organization, 
by every solidarity committee, by every­
one interested in refuting the U.S . govern­
ment's disinformation campaign against 
the Grenada revolution." 

Pointing to a recent article in Jet 
magazine sl~ndering Bishop and the Gre­
nada revolution, Clark noted that the U.S. 
rulers are inore and more seeking to take 
their disinfoimation into the Black commu­
nity, where opposition to U.S. intervention 
and support for the revolution are the great­
est. 

Supporters · of . the Grenada revolution 
and opponents of u. ~. intervention against 
the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran revolu­
tions, Clark said, "have a big stake in 
countering the escalating campaign o.f lies 
by the U.S. government aimed at Blacks 
and other U.S. workers. Bishop Speaks 
will help us do that, providing us with the 
facts and arguments we need." 

There is already a lot of interest in the 
-new book, Clark said. Its publisher, 
Pathfinder Press, has begun efforts to place 
it in bookstores and get out the word about 
it. 

To Cite one example, a major New York 
City radio station, WBAI, used 15 copies 
of Maurice Bishop Speaks as gifts to 
donors during a fundraiser for the station 
that featured a 12-hour program on Gre­
nada. 

Clark stressed that the most important 
way to get the book out, however,, is for 
supporters of the Grenada revolution "to go 
on an active campaign to use the book, to 
get it into the hands of everyone struggling 
for social change - in Black organiza­
tions, the labor movement, solidarity 
groups." · 

An · example of what is possible, he . 
pointed out, is one event launching the 
book's distribution planned for early Feb­
ruary in Toronto, Canada. Toronto has a 

large Grenadian community, and is where 
Don Rojas - a New Jewel Movement 
leader and press secretary to Bishop- is 
now living. The Toronto Grenada Solidar­
ity Committee is planning a broadly spon­
sored news conference and reception to an­
nounce the book there. The committee is 
seeking support from organizations and in­
dividuals in the Black community, the 
labor movement, and in the New Demo­
cratic Party. Grenadians in Toronto, Clark 
said, are also working to distribute the 
book as widely as possible in the Grena­
dian community. 

Another exampie pointed io by Clark 
was a January 7 meeting in Los Angeles 
where 175 people, 60 percent of them 
Black, listened to speakers from the Na­
tional Conference of Black Lawyers, the 
National Black Independent . Political 
Party, the U.S.-Grenada Friendship Soci­
ety, and the Patrice Lumumba Coalition 
speak in defense of the Grenada revolutio!l. 

Discussion of what led up to the over­
throw of the Bishop government was spi­
rited, and a number , of copies of Maurice 
Bishop Speaks were sold. · 

Clark said branches of the Socialist 
Workers Party and chapters of the Young 
Socialist Alliance will be making a special 
effort in the campaign to get the book out. 
"We'll be looking for opportunities like 
those in Toronto and Los Angeles in cities 
where we are located," he said. "And 
socialists working in industry will be get­
ting th~s book into the hands of coworkers." 

NBUF to show Rojas 
videotape Jan .• 24 

A videotaped interview with Don Rojas, 
press secretary to murdered Grenadian 
Prim~ Minister Maurice Bishop, will be 
shown by the New York chapter of the Na­
tional Black United Front (NBUF) January 
24 in Brooklyn. 

NBUF publicity announcing the film ex­
plains that in it, Rojas discusses "Inner 
workings of the New Jewel Movement and 
in particular the history and role of Bernard 
Coard ... the execution of Bishop, gov­
emmen~ ministers, and others; the future of 
Grenada," and "building solidarity work in 
the United States." 

The tape is to be shown at 7 p;m. at the 
Fort Greene Senior Citizens Centers, 966 
Fulton Street. For information call (212) 
638-0811 or 789-1056. 
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Wh.at strategy to ~change steel union? 
Continued from back page 
basic steel industry don't have that right). 

Slaughter echoes criticisms that Weisen 
"has a reputation for shooting from the hip, 
and makes enemies easily." She criticizes 
previous campaigns he has run for USW A 
District 15 director as "not well or­
ganized," and encourages doubts that 
W eisen can secure the Ill nominations of 
local unions necessary to win a place on the 
March 29 ballot. 

She quotes an unidentified ."reform 
leader," who argues: "We have to be realis­
tic. Between Williams and McKee there' s 
no question. Williams never worked in the 
mill, never took on a company. McKee has 
led a local, he's led strikes. He hammered 
out a no-concessions agreement with the 
copper industry." 

While acknowledging McKee's "weak­
nesses," this reformer points to McKee's 
new-found allegiance to a "no conces·­
sions" stand and the right to ratify and ar­
gues that if McKee "talks about making 
changes .... progressive forces have had 
an impact on program." · 

After a lengthy silence the Daily World, 
newspaper of the Communist Party (CP), 
has also written an article on the elections. 
In its January 5 issue, CP National Steel 
Coordinator Mike Bayer reports who the 
candidates are; explains steelworkers want 
"'a real', and not just a cosmetic change;" 
notes that Weisen is running "as a candi­
date opposed to the union international 
leadership" - but offers no opinion about 
who should be favored. 

How to win changes 

Many of the points raised. by Labor 
Notes will be legitimate considerations if 
Weisen fails to achieve ballot status. But tb 
raise them now and abandon Weisen's 
campaign before the nomination process is 
even over, is to give up the fight before it's 
begun. 

The correct starting point is not the 
March election, the next election in 1985, 
or any election per se. At issue is what will 
best further the process of forgi11g an alter­
native, · class-struggle-minded union 
leadership based· on the needs, concerns, 
and motion in the ranks. 

Today this begins with two things. One 
is participating in and encouraging any ef­
fort to fight back against the employers. 
The· other is advancing a discussion of 
union policy, strategy, and perspectives 
among the membership. 

Weisen a fighter 

Ron Weisen's candidacy helps spur that 
discussion, encourages . a fightback, and 
can lead to more rank-and-file involvement 
in union affairs. Unlike both Williams and 
McKee, Weisen is not a top international 
official, he is the president of a local under 
sharp attack by U.S. Steel. He is .closer to 
real thinking in the ranks . Weisen argues 
that the un~on should not roll over and play 
dead when the employers make. a threat or 
demand. . , 

''I'm a militant," he offers, "but you 
have to be when yo\l deal with militant cor­
porations. They're trying to break every 
union in.the country. . 

"I like to fight," he says. ·~we have to 
take our gloves off and take these corpora­
tions on like we did in the 1930s. The only 
thing they. understand is intimidation. We 
need a nationwide revolt." 

This · is a breath of fresh air in the 

~- ···.· ?,?. 

USWA, where the top officials have al­
ways recoiled from a militant fight against 
the companies. 

Weisen represents among the best of 
what is left of the current in the USW A that 
developed through the campaign run by Ed 
Sadlowski against ~loyd McBride for the 
union presidency in 1977. This current, 
which also contested several district direc­
tor races in 1981, called for a more militant 
stand against the employers, more democ­
racy in the union, and spoke out more . 
openly for social progress. Today, Weisen 
opposes U.S. policy in Central America 
and told Baltimore steelworkers last De­
cember, "Ronald Reagan was elected pres­
ident of. the United States, not dictator of El 
Salvador." 

Local unions and districts led by Weisen 
and others in this current have been more 
democratic and have fought back more 
against the companies. They. have been 
more open to the active participation of 
young workers. Most have spoken out 
more openly than the international official­
dom for Black, Latino, and women's 
rights. 

Official family 

Both Williams and McKee come from 
an entirely different background and diver­
gent ~urrent. Both are longtime members 
of the official family leadership - the bu­
reaucratic layer of officials and staff who 
rule the USW A. This layer opposes any 
serious struggle against the employer and 
government · attacks. As self-proclaimed 
"labor statesmen" they see their role as pre­
serving labor peac~ - at the expense of 
workers interests. 

This approach results in one setback 
after another for the ranks of labor. These 
officials have proven themselves utterly in­
capable of organizing the ranks and mount­
ing a decisive struggle against the employ­
ers' attacks. They are also incapable of 
mobilizing the membership to fight to win 
modest gains that are possible today. 

U.S. · Steel shutdow;ns and copper strik~ 

This has been demonstrated recently· by 
their refusal to mobilize and lead the union 
ranks to fight U.S. Steel's latest shut­
downs. Over 15,000 jobs were lost, but not 
a picket, demonstration, or rally was held 
in protest. A fightback would not have 
guaranteed success. But at minimum the 
USW A would have found widespread pub­
lic sympathy among working people who 
are fed up with corporate blackmail. 
Blacks, Latinos, women, farmers, and 
other allies of the working class could have 
been won to the fight. A message could 
have been sent to the steel barons. · . ' 

Instead, a different message"was ·sent -
no struggle, no fightback, jus~ pleas by top 
USW A officials for Big Steel to be more 
compassionate and for the government to 
restrict imports. This is correctly seen by 
U.S. Steel's owners and ~y other employ­
ers as ·a sign of weakness. It only embold­
en~ them to step up their war on .the union. 

In Arizona and Texas determined copper 
workers have been on strike for seven 
months against Phelps Dodge Corp. Top 
USWA officials, including McKee who di­
rects the union negotiating team, have re-
. fused ' to organize the most ' elementary 
union solidarity to bring the power of the 
labor movement to bear to win the strike. 
In response Phelps Dodge has hired hun- • 
dreds of scabs and is driving ·ahead with its 

'~ . .. · .. ·. •.·. · · ·.· .·· . ·· . · 
· . . ·. 
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· In more unified day, USW A-~'official family" leadership poses for group picture. Fol­
lowing Pres. Lloyd McBride's (center) death, power struggle now pits Frank McKee 
(far right) against Lynn Williams (between McBride and McKee) for top spot. 
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Ron WeiseiJ announces candidacy for USWA presidency, flanked by Steelworker 
supporters in Pittsburgh, December 5. Weisen tells workers union must begin to 
fight. 

goal of busting the unions. 
While both Williams and McKee have 

been part of the official family, they are 
now engaged in a sharp power struggle. 
This split in the union bureaucracy is not 
over fundamental differences on union 
strategy. Both supported McBride's poli­
cies, including the March 1983 concession 
contract in basic steel. Williams too says 
the time· for concessions is now over. Both 
support import restrictions rather than a 
militant fight for jobs. Both believe the real 
answer to workers problems lies in helping 
Walter Mondale defeat Ronald Reagan. 
· McKee's campaign does not represent a 
genuine break to the left in top union cir­
cles. But to the degree that he supports 
steps towards greater union democracy and 
encourages opposition to concessions, this 
is positive and can be pushed by rank-and­
file workers. This would have been harder 
if the official family had united around one 
candidate. . . 

.At the, ,s~ time, Mc~e{§}_J.lOf,~ pr9: 
gressive positions have aln~ady . been un­
dercut by the reactionary and chauvinist, 
anti-Canadian edge that his campaign has · 
taken on. His attacks on Canadian steel im­
ports and Williams' Canadian nationality 
are not only offensive to the tens of 
thousands of USW A members in Canada 
and Quebec, they also weaken union sol-
idarity. . 

New leadership needed 

Undemocratic election procedures may 
make it difficult for W eisen to obtain ballot 
status. Although he has won a number of 
nomination~ of very large USW A locals 
(18,()()0-member Local 1010 nominated 
him over McKee by a ratio of some 6-to-
1), this carries no more weight in the 
USW A nominating process than a nomina­
tion by a klcafrepresenting far fewer mem­
bers. . . 

If the March 29 election choice turns out 
to be only.between McKee and Williams, 
those fighting to change the USW A will 
have to decide what course will best ad­
vance that goal. 

But today the choice is_ clear. Weisen 
would be a better USWA president than 
McKee or Williams. He is pledged to a 
fight against the companies, and his record 
shows that to be more than an election-year 
promise. Furthermore, immediately after 
a,pnouncing 'his campaign, Weisen began 
to take itto the ranks ~ That is to his credit. 
It helped begin ,the needed discussion in the 
union . 

Steelworkers who are supporters of the 
Socialist Workers Party differ With Weisen 
on many issues: They oppose his support 
for anti-imports measures - a position he 
shares with "Williarns and McKee - and 
with his proposals aimed at tinkering with 
the economy to make capitalism ."work bet­
ter." The problem is, it is already working 
in the only way it can. That is why workers 
must get.rid of it altogether. 

. But socialists strongly agree· with 
Weisen on the need to start to fight back 
against the :eompanies. Through their ex­
periences· in stniggle, more workers will 
become convinced of the need for an even 
more radical shift in USW A policy to 
transform the union into a tool for revolu- . 
tionary stnlggle, which cannot come about 

' ' . . ., 

through any election alone. 
Socialists believe that a class struggle­

minded leadership needs to be built that is 
firmly rooted in the ranks. In this way a left 
wing can be forged in the labor movement 
starting with local unions, district bodies, 
and ultimately international unions. Such a 
fighting movement will reject all collab­
oration with the employers, their Demo­
cratic and Republican political parties, and 
the government. It will fight on all issues 
of concern to working people and will be 
firmly controlled by the union· ranks them­
selves. 

This . type of leadership and movement 
does not exist today and only further events 
in the class struggle itself . will bring it 
about. That, of course, does not mean that 
nothing can be done today to prepare for 
these developments. · 

Steelworkers who believe in the need .for 
a revolutionary transformation of .tfie 
unions along the lines discussed above .. ~t~ 
~~j tQ, offer: ~e Rl~art:~lJ~VS§~~~~ 31P~ . ..Yers 
to the important issues facing all' workers 
and their unions. Articles in the Militant 
are an effort to aid that process and ~~ 
vance that discussion. , · . 

At the same time,, .~teelworkers who are 
supporters.ofthe SWP participate in what­
ever important battles may occur .:_ from 
sh9p floor struggles over safety or over­
time, to the fight to stop Washington's war 
against working people in Central Ameri­
ca, to international union elections. · 

In all cases, the most important concern 
of those striving to change the unions 
should be the thinking and experiences of 
the union membership. The development · 
of a fighting labor movement will not begin 
at the top - although some progressive­
minded union ·officials may. be won to it. 
The fight will begin.in the·ranks. 

That is why the biggest opportunity 
posed by the USW A election lies with 
deepening the needed discussion· and de­
bate by trying to elect a candidate who pro­
poses that the USW A begin to fight . 

Steelworkers Under Attack 
How to fight back and defend jobs 
Geoff Mirelowitz, 95 cents, 40 pp . 

U.S. Steel's plant closings Point 
to the urgent need for a discuSsion 
of strategy and perspectives iif the 
Steelworkers union. How can the 
union defend itself? Why won' t the 
top officials mount a fight? What 

.. lUnd of leaqership will it take to do 
-,the job? , · · · . 

Steelworkers will be discussing 
these \ questions as the union's · 
March 29 presidential election ap­
proaches. 

This pamphlet answers the em­
ployers' .lies that blame workers for 
the steel industry crisi~, i ncluding 
why stopping imports will not end 
unemployment. It outlines a fight­
back strategy for the · steel ·. union 

·and aU workers. · 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 
410 West St., . New York, N.Y. 
10014. Include 75 cents for post~ 
age and· handling. 



i 
Militant/Jessica Sampson 

Home of Art Galvez, president of Steelworkers local at Phelps Dodge in Ajo, 
Arizona. Company evicted Galvez family in act of intimidation. 

Phelps Dodge evicts 
striker and family 
. Copper workers condemn company threats 

BY JILL FEIN 
AJO; Ariz. -Miners at Phelps Dodge 

have been on strike for almost 7 months. 
Phelps Dodge is trying to eliminate pattern 
bargaining in the industry, which was 
begun in 1967. It's also attempting to bust 
the 13 unions representing the copper min­
ers at Phelps Dodge mines located in Ajo, 
Morenci, Douglas, and Safford, Arizona, 
and El Paso, Texas. 

As one part of its strike-breaking, the 
company has hired scabs and is trying to 

force strikers to move out of town. 
Ajo and Morenci, Arizona, are co.mpany 

towns . Miners live in company-owned 
homes and pay rent to Phelps Dodge. The 
company has been trying for months to 
evict strikers from their homes without suc­
cess. Many strikers have already received 3 
or 4 eviction notices from Phelps Dodge. 
The strikers have simply ignored the 
notices. The unions maintain that this is 
just one of the company's intimidation tac­
tics to force strikers back to work. 

.U.S. volunteers pick coffee in Nicaragua 
Because the company has been unsuc­

cessful in getting people to leave through 
threats, Phelps Dodge went to court to get 
the notices enforced . . 

BY MICHAEL BAUMANN 
EL CHAGUITON, Nicaragua__:_ To the 

thud of mortar fire from a battle some 10 
miles away, 31 North American and 17 
West Geo:nan supporters of the Nicaraguan 
revolution celebrated Christmas here in the 
mountains of northern Nicaragua. 

The 48 volunteers were members of one 
of the first international brigades organized 
to help bring in Nicaragua's coffee harvest. 
They are a flesh and blood symbol of the 
support the Nicaraguan revolution has won 
around the world. 

· A total of between 500 and 1 ,000 volun­
teers are expected to arrive in Nicaragua 
before the harvest is finished in February. 
Solidarity organizations - mainly in the 
UnitedStates, West Germany, the Nether­
lands, an<t Norway - are .helping respond 
. to this year's severe shortage of labor. 

There is a sh~rtage of pickers because 
thousands of peasants and agricultural 
1ab0Iiis who would normally be bringing 
in the harvest'have been mobilized· in their 
militia units to defend'the country. 

'{o replace these milicianos, more than 
12,000 high-school and college students 
from across Nicaragua headed north to pick 
the ripening red beans. The volunteers 
from abroad are working alongside them. 

"We may not be the best coffee pickers 
Nicaragua has ever seen, a:t least not yet," 
said Jim Bloyd, a spokesman for this group 
of North Americans after the first day on 
the coffee slopes. "But every bean we pick 
is a demonstration of our solidarity with 
Nicaragua and of our opposition to the pol­
icies of our own government." 

* * * 

El Chagiiiton, the state farm to which 
this contingent of international volunteers 
was assigned, is located just a few miles 
from the Honduran border. The mortar fire 
we heard Christmas day was a reminder of 
the daily attacks Nicaragua faces from 
counterrevolutionaries, or contras as they 
are called here, in the border area. 

We were going to a dangerous area, San­
dinista army spokesman Roberto Sanchez 
frankly told the group before we departed 
from Managua. "But you ·will be protected 
by the entire Nicaraguan people." 

True enough, when we arrived at El 
Chaguiton, we found that.it was defended 
both by units of the regular army and by 
more than 100 armed militia volunteers. 
The milicianos took turns on armed sentry 
duty at night and picked coffee during the 
day. On the mountain slopes, each squad 
of coffee pickers was protected by several 
armed milicianos with a coffee basket on 
one shoulder and an automatic rifle on the 
other. 

* * * 

The contras fighting to the southwest of 
this state farm were part of a force of some 
2;000 to 3,000 who had infiltrated across 
the border two weeks earlier. Lacking any 

·popular support and heavily outgunned by 
the Sandinista defense forces, the contras 
were too weak to take and hold any mili-
tary objectives. · 

The sole reason for their offensive was 
to spread terror and disrupt the coffee har­
vest, source of two-fifths of Nicaragua's 

. export income. So far they had failed mis-

erably. They had gunned down several un­
armed peasants, but the harvest continued. 

For nearly all the North American volun­
teers, this was their first direct experience 
with the war the U.S. government is carry­
ing out in their name. It had a profound im­
pact. 

"This revolution is just too damned at­
tractive," said Sarah, a 72-year-old retired 
school teacher from California. "That's 
why Reagan wants to stop it." 

"I used to be a pacifist- not-any more," 
was the reaction of Kimlin, a laid-off ap­
prentice carpenter from California. "Now I 
understand why the Sandinistas need those 
guns - to protect themselves." She and 
her husband John, an eJectronics engineer, 
had been among the first volunteers for the 
brigade. ' · 

* * * 
Through Margarita, and dozens of 

others like her, the volunteers learned 
firsthand the changes the revolution had 
brought .about in the lives of Nicaraguan 
coffee pickers: ' · 

Margarita, a single mother of four chil­
dren from nearby Pueblo Nuevo, had been 
picking coffee at El Chagiiiton for more 
years than she could remember. 

"You wouldn't believe what it was like 
before," she said. "All this," she said, 
pointing to the spacious cafeteria and .the 
bunkhouses up on the hill, "is new since 
the revolution. 

"We used to have to sleep on the ground, 
in sheds. Two hundred to 300 of us jam­
med together like animals. · 

"They used to pay us only one cordoba 
[US$0.10] per lata, and cheat us on the 
weight besides ~ Now we are paid 10 cor­
dobas for each of the first five latas, and 12 
cordobas for every lata after that." 

Even with inflation, this amounts to 
more than doubling the old wage. Not to 
mention the improvements in living condi­
tions, food, medical care, and the new, 
free child-care center just outside th~ gate. 

* * * 

The lata is the standard unit of measure 
here. The word means "tin can" and origi­
nally it was based on the amount of coffee 
beans it took to fill a five-gallon oil can­
about 20 pou9ds. 

Today the term is retained but the tin can 
is gone. The weigh-in is mechanized. 
Beans are dumped into a large hopper at 
the processing center, and marks on the 
side of the chute. indicate how many latas 
have been picked. Union representatives 
and the pickers themselves oversee the 
weigh-in process to make sure no mistakes 
are made. · 

If enough coffee is ripe, a good profes-
. sional picker can bring in as much as ten 
latas a day. A family of four or five, work­
ing together, can double that. This means a 
daily income, during the harvest season, of 
200 cordobas or more, or eight times the · 
normal daily wage in the countryside. This 
income is free and clear. There are . no 
taxes. Food, lodging, medical care, and 
child care are all free . 

The goal for the inexperienced coffee 
pickers from the cities is to gradually work 
up to three latas a day. They found this 

wasn't easy. After the .first week, indi­
vidual · results among the Nicaraguan stu­
dents were ranging from one lata to a high · 
of nine from one dedicated young member 
of the Sandinista Youth from Chinandega. 

The U.S. and West German volunteers 
barely hit an average of I. 5 latas their first 
day, but improved to nearly two the second 
day. Friendly competition had already· set 
in with our Nicaraguan counterparts. 

* * * 

The group of North American volunteers 
here, in their diversity of backgrounds, re­
flected the great attractive power the 
Nicaraguan revolution has already exer­
cised in the United States . 

Ranging in age from 72 (Sarah, the re- · 
tired school teac~er) to 21 (Susanna, a stu­
dent from New .York University), it drew 
upon a broad cross-section of the U.S. 
population. 

Robert, a young Black construction 
~or}<e.r . from Boston, worked alongside 
Dale, a fanner from Wisconsin, and Sara, 
a gartnent worker from California. Andrea 
and Steve, apple pickers from Vermont, 
bunked alongside Bert Muhly, former 
mayor of Santa Cruz, California. 

"It's amazing," said brigade member 
John Perla, a western Pennsylvania or­
ganizer for the National Union of Hospital 
and Health Care Workers . 

"Our government is at war with the 
Nicaraguan people and yet there's less anti­
Americanism here than you'd find in 
Europe. They make a distinction between 
us and our government. And us they wel­
come with open arms." 

John, wearing his union jacket, was im­
mediately sought out by Alejandro, presi­
dent of the local Nicaraguan unit of ~he 
Rural Workers ·Association. They · spent 
hours at mealtimes going over the differ­
ences in the challenges the union move­
ment faces in the two countries. 

"Here our big job is to raise the level of 
culture," Alejandro concluded after one . 
lengthy discussion. ''To teach the workers 
to read and write so they can really partici­
pate in leading the union and planning pro­
duction. 

"Your job," he said to John with a laugh, 
"is to organize the 80 percent of the work­
ers you tell me are not organized i~ the 
United States. That's the root of your prob­
lem." 

Alejandro, about 50, learned to read and 
write during the literacy campaign after the 
Nicaraguan revolution triumphed. Today 
he is president of the local union executive 
board, a member of the National Coffee 
Council, and a proud member of the San­
dinista National Liberation Front. 

With a banner stretched across the front 
of his home reading, "If Phelps Dodge can 
buy a Governor and National Guard, they 
can make Pima County Sheriffs into house 
movers," Art Galvez, his wife, and two 
children were evicted from their Phelps 
Dodge-<>wned home in Ajo January . 9. 
They have lived there for five years . Gal­
vez is president of the striking Steelwork­
ers local here. 

Over 1 00 strikers and supporters were 
present to protest the eviction. Signs out­
side the home read, "PD: you can kick us 
out of PD homes, but you can't kick us out 
of town" and "PD can buy scabs, but you 
can't buy our pride." 

Three Pima County Sheriffs deputies 
showed up at the Galvez home to enforce 
the court eviction order. Galvez has been 
fired by Phelps Dodge for strike-related 
"misconduct" on the picket line . 

Galvez said, "They're just trying to 
make an example out of me because I'm 
president of the Steelworkers in Ajo. But 
the battle isn't over yet. We're still going 
to take this to a higher court." 

GalVez ·is appealing his firing and eviC­
tion, but last month the Arizona Supreme 
Court ruled that Phelps Dodge could pro­
ceed with the eviction while the appeal is 
pending. 

Galvez tried to pay the rent to Phelps 
Dodge for three months but each time ' it 
sent his check back. "They don't need the 
house," he said. "There are two vacant 
houses next door to me." The company is 
claiming evictions are necessary to provide 
housing for scabs. 

"I've lived in Ajo for 27 years~ What do 
they think they're going to gain by kicking 
a man out of his house? They want to break 
up families and get us to leave town, but 
that won't work with me. When we get laid 
off, the company says, ' stick around, stick . 
around, we'll reopen again' and then what 
happerlS? There's a strike and the company 
opens its gates to just anyone." 

When asked by a local reporter if he 
would still return to work for Phelps Dodge 
if a contract were signed, Galvez an­
swered, "Sure, my grandfather worked 
here, my father retired from here, and I'm 
not leaving. I'm a copper miner." 

He is confident that the unions will get a 
contract eventually with Phelps Dodge. 
"We're going to beat them." This was the 
same mood expressed by the supporters in 
front of his home. Morale has been boosted 
by a recent congressional report citing 
Phelps Dodge as . responsible for the strike 
and by support from other unions. 

Carlos Camarillo, chief steward of the . 
Operating Engineers Union, told the Mili­
tant, "They're just doing this .to scare 
people into moving out on their own. 
We're not trying to stop them by force be­
cause we're law-abiding, They're the ones 
who break the laws." 

How to join Nicaragua coHee brigades 

To apply for a U.S. wo'rk brigade in 
Nicaragua, write to the National Net­
work in Solidarity With the People of 

. Nicaragua, 20251 St. NW., Suite 402, 
Washington, D.C. 20006. Telephone: 
(202) 223-2328. 

The brigades are being organized 
through the National Network . in Sol-

idarity With the People of Nicaragua. 
Volunteers will work in Nicaragua for a 
maximum of one month and then re­
turn to the United States. Partidpants in 
the brigades must pay their own trans­
portation to and frorn Nicaragua. 
Nicaragua will provide food, housing, 

· and transportation inside the country. 
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Sounds rational The problem with the system." Maid service five days a week. Racism? Here? (I) - "As we 

look at the problem of our Blacks, 
all we have to do is look at our 
sports pages to see who are the 

Harry 
Ring 

problem of Black children is not 
h~nger. "They're probably the 
best nourished group in the United 
States," because "Blacks take eire 
of their little children." - Dr. 
Graham. 

Racism? Here? (III)- "The 
biggest problem among the poor 
is obesity - not hunger." Dr. 
Graham. 

Reagan administration's proposals 
to make sure that aid is limited to 
the "truly needy," includes a pro­
viso requiring able-bodied welfare 
recipients to work, and a second 
eliminating funding for a "work .. 
incentive" program, which is sup­
posed to help people find jobs. 

From the mouths of babes.and 
fools •••• -The president's Pric 
vate Sector Survey on Cost Con­
trols, comprised of top corporate · 
execs, took a look at Congres­
sional pork-barrelling, detailing 
some excesses. But its final report 
snipped out the names of Congress 
members involved. Explained a 
committee spokesperson, "It's not 
really important whether it's Mr. 
A or Mr. B or Mr. C. We' ve got a 

Take an Einstein to figure it 
out - The feds are seeking civil 
damages from a military contrac­
tor who overcharged for jet parts. 
Like, a clamp the company said 
cost $12.75 only cost 20 cents. An 
assistant U.S. attorney said civil 
rather than criminal charges were 
brought because of the "complex­
ity" of the case. 

· Can accommodate up to five 
couples. $30,000 a week. · 

That's odd - A business . 
newsletter warns that recent polls 
establish a growing discontent 
among employees at virtually all 
levels. However, the researchers 
found , the dissatisfaction is sig­
nificantly less among managers 
than hourly workers. 

best nourished in the country." -
Dr. G. Gordon Graham, member 
of the president's Task Force on 
Food Assistance. 

Racism? · Here? (II) - The 

Racism? Here? (IV)- High 
infant mortality rates . among 
Blacks may be due to premature 
births, not malnutrition. This 
might be . solved by "a· series of 
cultural changes," lil<e "avoiding 
sex during pregnancy." 
Dr. Graham. 

Plan ahead- If you're going 
to the L.A. Olympics, why notre­
serve a comfortable house? Like, 
one place available in Beverly 
Hills includes a main house and 
guest house, separated by swim­
ming pool, plus sauna and bar, 
and a movie room that seats 20. 

Progress report - Cleve­
land's Union Club has accepted its 
first · woman member. Thirteen 
years ago, it accepted its first 
Jewish member, and three years 
ago, its first Black. And, women 
guests are now permitted to ellter 
by the front door. 

-·CALENDAR-------------------
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
What We Can Learn From Dr. Martin 
Luther King. Speaker: Darryl Turner, Young 
Socialist Alliance. Sat., Jan. 21, 7:30p.m. 205 
18th St. S. Donation requested. Ausp: Militant 
Labor forum. For more information call (205) 
323-3079. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Cuban Revolution Today. Speaker: Matilde 
Zimmermann, just returned from tw<>"week trip 
to Cuba. Translation to Spanish. Sat., Jan. 28, 
7:30 p.m. 2546 W Pico. Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Bookstore!Libreria Perspectiva Mun­
dial. For more information call (213) 380c9640. 

Seaside 
Mel Mason Send-otT Rally: Fight for Work· 
ers To Be on the Ballot. Speakers: Mel Mason, 
Socialist Workers candidate for president; Er­
. nest Scott, executive director, Monterey County 
chapter of National Client Council; Alonzo 
Gonzalez, trustee of Salinas League of United 
Latin American Citizens; Julie Brown, chief 
steward, Service Employees International 
Union Local 535; Barbara Johnson, member of 
California Teachers Association; Ken .Collins, 
member, Hotel Employees and Restaurant Em­
ployees Local 483, Young Socialist Alliance 
National Committee. Translation to Spanish. 
Sun., Jan. 29. Reception, 3:30 p.m.; rally, 4 
p.m. Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School, 
1713 Broadway. Ausp: Socialist Workers Pres­
idential Campaign Committee. For more infor-

. mation call (408) 394-1855, (415) 824-1992, 
(408) 998-4007, (415) 839-5316. 

KENTUCKY 
Louisville 
U.S. · War in Lebanon: the Next Vietnam? 

Speakers: Omar Masri, Lebanese immigrant, 
former activist in Organization of Arab Stu­
dent&; Mahmoud Nassar, Palestinian-American 

. and member of Arab-American League; Ousana 
Aboul-hosn, recently returned from Lebanon; 
representative of Socialist Workers Party. Sun., 
Jan. 22, 7:30 p.m. 809 E Broadway (near 
Shelby). Donation: $2 . .Ausp: Militant Forum.' 
For more information call (502) 587-8418. 

LOUISIANA 
New Orleans 
Grenada: the Revolution's Achievements 
and Its Overthrow. Film: Grenada: The Fu­
ture Coming Toward Us: Speakers: Lloyd 
Richards, member of executive council, URited 
Teachers of New Orleans; Ron Chisom, com­
munity organizer just returned from Nicaragua; 
Derrick Morrison, correspondent for the Mili­
tant. Fri., Jan. 27, 7:30p.m. Xavier Univer­
sity, Pharmacy Auditorium. Donation: $2. 
.Ausp: . Southern Christian Leadership Confer-· 
ence, Committee in Solidarity With the People 
of El Salvador, Socialist Workers Party. For 
more information call (504) 486-8048. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
Vieques: a Look at U.S. Colonial. Rule Over 
Puerto Rico. Slide show and discussion. Sun., 
Jan. 22, 7:30 p.m. 510 Commonwealth Ave., 
4th floor (Kenmore T). Donation: $2, Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information call 
(617) 262-4621. 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
El Salvador: As the Revolution Advances 
Kissinger Calls for· New Vietnam. Speakers: 

Russ Belant, antiwar activist, former editor of 
the South End.; Tim Craine, 1982 Socialist 
Workers Party gubernatorial candidate, mem­
ber of American Federation of Teachers; 
Richard Reyes, Committee in Solidarity With 
the People of El Salvador. Translation to 
Spanish. Sat., Jan. 21, 8 p.m. 7146 W. 
McNichols. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (313) 862-
7755. 

MINNESOTA 
Virginia 
The Fight for Womea's Rights. and the 1984 
Elections. Speaker: Andrea Morell, Socialist­
Workers Presidential Campaign coordinator. 
Sat., Jan. 28, 7 p.m. 112 Chesnut St. Ausp: 
Militant Labor Forum. For more information 
call (218) 749-6327. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
Abortion Rights Under Attack: Defending a 
Woman's Right to Choose. Speakers: repre- . 
sentatives from New Jersey National Organiza­
tion for Women, Socialist Workers Party, 
others. Translation to Spanish. Fri., Jan. 27, 
7:30p.m. 141 Halsey (corner of Raymond, one 
block from Broad St.). Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Labor Forum. For more information 
call (201) 643-3341. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights 
Movement. Film: I Have a Dream. Speakers: 
Andrew Mitchell, president of Stokes County 
NAACP; Osborne Hart, Socialist Workers 
Party. Sat., Jan. 21, 7:30 p.m. 301 S Elm St. 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more · information call (919) 272-5996. 

omo 
Cincinnati 
Stop the U.S.-Israeli War In Lebanon! 
Speakers: Michael ltalie, chairperson, Cincin­
nati Young Socialist Alliance; others. Sun. , 
Jan. 22, 7:30p.m. 4945 Paddock Rd. Donation: 
$2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in­
formation call (513) 242-7161. ' 

Toledo 
Workers Educational Conference l) Film: 
With Babies and Banners with presentation on 
the fighting traditions ofthe.United Auto Work­
ers. Speaker: Alan Epstein, UA W Local 12. 
Fri., Jan. 27, 7 p.m. 2) "Unions in the Fight for 
Black and Women's Rights." Speaker: Toby 
Emmerich, UAW Local 12. Sat. , Jan. 28, 
noon. 3) "Making Our Union Stronger: How to 
Fight and Win." Speaker: Elizabeth Lariscy, 
UAW Loca112. Sat., Jan. 28, 3 p.m. 4) "Labor 
and the Struggle Against War." Speakers: Ig­
nacio Meneges, UA W Local408; slide show on 
Nicaragua presented by Tommy Wiese, Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers Local 7-912; 
Andrew Pulley, Socialist Workers Party presi­
dential candidate in 1980. Sat., Jim. 28, 7 p.m. 
2120 Dorr St. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information ca11 .(419) 536-0383. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
Lebanon: What Next? U.S. War Drags on II$ 

Jackson Brings Flyer Home. Speakers: C-hris 
Horner, Socialist Workers Party; others. Sat. , 
Jan, 28, 7:30p.m. 5517 Rainier Ave. S. Dona­
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (206) 723-5330. 
Who Killed Karen Silkwood? Speakers to be 
announced. Sat. , Feb. 4, 7:30 p.m. 5517 
Rainier Ave. S. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum. For more information call (206) 
723-5330. . 

Ex-marine gets death threats for ·antiwar views 
Continued from front page 
threats and physical attacks against Stryf­
feler. Stryffeler and the delegation had ear­
lier gone to the Cincinnati police headquar­
ters to press the investigation of the crimes 
committed against him. 

On January 11 at about 11 :30 p.m., 
Stryffeler returned to his apartment in Cin" 
cinnati to find two men dressed in sqits in 
his living room. They had illegally entered 
his apartment. They proc"'eded to threaten 
to kill members of his family and friends if 
he continued to express his views and as­
sociate with socialists . 

These death threats came one week after 
Stryffeler was assaulted, kicked, and cut 
.on the arm with a broken bottle by .two 
young thugs in Reading, Ohio, outside 
Cincinnati. 

Stryffeler, speaking at the conference, 
said, "I am here to ask the authorities to 
catch those responsible for these crimes 
and to protect the basic democratic rights 
of free speech and association for myself 
and everyone else:" 

Stryffeler join~d tile U.S. Marine Corps 
five and a half years ago a nd was recently 
assigned to the U.S. Marine Reserve Cen­
ter in Cincinnati. 

In July he joined the. YSA to work with 
others io oppose,U.S .. ,policy i~ Central 
America · and io learn more about 
socialism. He participated in the August 27 
march. on W ashingtoo for jobs, peace, and 
freedom. ·. '· 

In October Stryffeler spoke out in oppos­
ition to the invasion of Grenad~ and an-

nounced his intention to march in the 
November 12 demonstration against U.S. 

. war policies in Central America and the 
Caribbean. 

The Marine Corps brass viewed Stryf­
feler's ideas and activities as a greater 
threat after the invasion of Grenada. They 
decided to victimize Stryffeler to set a pre­
cedent for intimidating other Gls from 
speaking out agai~st U.S. war policy or 
joining organizations the marines deemed 
"subversive." 

Stryffeler' s superior officers threatened 
him with· court-martial for his views. He 
responded to the escalating threats of court­
martial by taking his case to the public. He 
requested a leave and scheduled a press 
conference against these threats and the in­
vasion ofGrenada. On November 9, after 
the Sgt. Jim Stryffeler Free Speech Com­
mittee was formed and launched a public 
campaign in defense of Stryffeler's right to 
freedom of speech and association, the 
Marine Corps decided to grant him an hon­
orable discharge. 

Speaking at the January 17 news con­
ference, Stryffeler said that after this vic­
tory , "I went on a tour around the country 
to speak about my case. Over the New 
Year's weekend, I went to St: Lpuis with 
hundreds of young people from a(ourid ~lie 
country to attend a nationiil cqnv~ntion • ot 
the Young Socialist Alliance, I spo~e about 
my case at a rally to launch the·presidetitial 
campaign of the Socialist Workers Party, 
which was held during the convention.>l1ie 
very day that I returned from the conven-

: " .: 
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tion I was physic~ly assaulted in broad 
daylight in Reading, Ohio." 

It was clear that this assault was a polit­
ical attack because the thugs yelled "com­
munist" before they started swinging at 
him, Stryffeler said. He filed a complaint 
with the Reading police: 

The next Week Stryffeler moved into 
Cincinnati, and the first night he spent at 
his new apartment he found the two men 
sitting on the couch. "These criminals told 
me they didn't like my speaking out," 
Stryffeler reported. "They didn' t want me 
to · associate with the Socialist Workers 
Party anymore or enter the Militant Labor 
Bookstore ever again. They told me that if 
I did any of these things my loved ones 
would be killed. They threatened my son 
by name . 

"Since I first started speaking out," he 
further reported, "government agents have 
been spying on me, keeping watch on my 
house, intimidating my neighbors. The 
military brass admitted that they had me 
under surveillance when I ·was in the ser­
vice. The FBI interrogated my family, try­
ing to find a way to scare me away from 
speaking out. lbelieve these spy efforts are 
behind the threats a nd attacks against me, . 
which are continuing today. I believe that 
these criminals are also government agents 
and that the. first place the Cincin11ati police 
should look for them is in the localFBI of­
fice ." 

Rev. , Maurice ' McCrackin, one of the 
chairpersons ofthe Sgt. Jim Stryffeler Free 
Speech Committe{; in Cincinnati, made a 

statement at the press conference in de­
fense of Stryffeler's right to speak out and 
express his views. 

A statement from Rev. Dan Buford of 
Clergy and Laity Concerned in defense of 
Stryffeler was released to the press. Others 
who participated in the delegation to the 
police station and the news conference in­
cluded Sister Caroline Benker, a Francis­
can nun· and officer of the Free Speech 
Committee; John Studer, national execu­
tive director of the Political Rights Defense 
Fund; Lissa Pogue of the Cincinnati Anti­
Klan Network; Steve Miles, of the Cincin­
nati Coalition For Peace and Education; 
Robert Thomas of the All-African Peoples 
Revolutionary Party; and Prof. Kerry Wal­
ters of Xavier University. 

Following the press conference a meet­
ing was held by the Free Speech Commit­
tee to map out plans for mobilizing public 
support behind efforts to halt the attacks 
against Stryffeler. The committee is de­
manding that the police act quickly in its 
investigation , identify the criminals who 
are responsible for these attacks; and pro­
secute them to the fullest extent ofthe law. 

The committee is asking everyone who 
supports political rights to join in dem~d­
ing that this harassment and these attacks 
be stopped. The .committee· is· ,requesting 
that messages urging the Cincinnati police 
to act swiftly and decisively on this be sent 
to Detective Dan Ochsner, 5th 'District, 
CinCinnati Police, 1012 Ludlow, Cineill~ 
nati, Ohio 45223. 



'Silkwood': a film that tells her powerful story 
Silkwood. Directed by Mike Nichols. Written by Nora 
Ephron and Alice Arlen. Starring Meryl Streep, Kurt 
RusseU, and Cher. A Twentieth Century-Fox release. 

BY BARBARA MUTNICK 
Silkwood is a stunning dramatization of the life and 

death of Karen Silkwood and her struggle to expose the 
deadly conditions she and her coworkers faced at Kerr­
McGee's plutonium plant in Oklahoma. 

Her story is both an indictment of the nuclear industry 
and an inspiration to all who are confident that working 
people can and will fight in their own interests, at times 
against great odds. Silkwood tells big parts of that story 
very powerfully. _ 

Karen Silkwood was a member of the Oil, Chemical 
and Atomic Workers union, and responsible in her local 
for monitoring health and safety at Kerr-McGee. She was 
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killed in a car crash in 1974 one week after she'd been 
contaminated with plutonium for the second time. 
Silkwood was only minutes away from delivering 
documentation of her employer's misdeeds to aNew York 

. Times reporter at the time of her death. 
The · material destined · for the reporter vanished. The · 

crash was quickly classified an accident by the Qklahoma 
Highway Patrol, and the FBI declared the case closed 
after a brief investigation. 

Silkwood's arrival on the scene adec.ade later is drama­
tic tribute to the fact that the case is far-from closed. 

.; ,· ~ 

Treatment by capitalist press 

Testament to the movie's powerful account of the · 
Silkwood saga is the extraordinary treatment it's received 
in the capitalist press . The New York Times, for example, , 
has printed not just a rttview, but an upgrading of a re­
view. an . editorial, a "scientific" analysis, and an ex­
charige of opinions in the letters-to-the-editors column. 

About Mike Nichols' direction, Meryl Streep's por­
trayal of Silkwood, and about the entire supporting cast's 

self-induced, that "the plutonium found in Silkwood's -
apartment - the source of her contall)ination - was 

. traced to a particular batch stored in a vault to which she 
did not have access." · 

The executive producers of Silkwood, Buzz Hirsch and 
Larry Cano, underwent a nine-year battle to get the film 
made, and that is a story in itself. They had secured rights 
to produce it in 1977 while graduate students at ·the 
UCLA film school. Then they went to Oklahoma to col­
lect information for the film. When the suit brought by 
the Silkwood family entered its preliminary stages, Kerr­
McGee subpoenaed Hirsch, demanding access to all in­
terviews, tapes, and film maker's notes. Hirsch refused 
on First Amendment grounds. 

Broad support, especially among film people in Hol­
lywood, enabled Hirsch and Cano to stay a court order 
and finally in 1977 to win a precedent-setting ruling that 
entitles film makers protection of confidential sources 
similar to that of reporters . 

The Karen Silkwood Fund and other organizations 
such as the Cristic Institute view Silkwood as a valuable 
aid in their campaign to get out the truth and all the facts 
about the Silkwood case. They are urging activists to tap 
into the heightened interest sparked by the -film and to set 
up meetings and disseminate literature about aspects of 
the case the film doesn't cover. · · 

Unforgettable scenes 

Silkwood is major-film production in the United States 
at its best. 

The last seen~ is a nightmarish one of'Silkwood's drive 
to a Holiday Inn to meet the New York Times reporter. 

A soundtrack of "Amazing Grace" fills the theater and 
Silkwood's face is seen behind the driver's wheel. A 
strained yet eager and determined expression turns toter­
ror as a hea(jlight glaring through the rear window draws 
closer and closer. 

The next scene shows Silkwood's Honda in ruins 
against a concr~te culvert. 

There can be no mistaking from that sequence that 
Silkwood was deliberately run off the road, and the entire 
preceding film footage explains why: because .sbe knew 
too much and planned to act on what she ~new 0 

The mo~ie}s a synthesis of cinemati~,~~il_i'that delivers 

Meryl Streep as atomic worker Karen Silkwood 

unforgettable scenes: 
A trip home to Texas to visit her kids tells you every­

thing you need to know about Karen Silkwood's roots 
and about her part of Texas, where an oil refinery is the 
backdrop of nearly every frame . 

The safety showers at Kerr-McGee, where terrified 
workers who've been contaminated with plutonium are 
scrubbed down by technicians in white coats 'til they're 
pink and raw. 

The piece-by-piece dismantling of Silkwood's ram­
shackle house as it is decontaminated until nothing stands 
but the walls. 

These are some of the scenes Silkwood recreates about 
a real~life drama that continues to unfold . . 

work there is little controv:ersy. ·Many critics credit some · · · · 

:re~~~~~~~~~-~~ ~<?}'ie'steam with having produced_ their Supreme Court ruling favors Silk woods 
. \Vhat ,then disturbs the Times about Silkwood? - · · 
·""The chicanj:!ry of.,its genre," it says. "Like other BY HARRY RING 

docudramas," the December 25 editorial states, Silkwood A measur!! Qf justice was won in the Karen Silkwood 
is a "perver~!on of th~ ,~~~~~r:S ~~a.~t .. ~~~eserv~~- vi go~.- , .'.~. :; ·Ccas~ with ~ }l!Pu-~_1,1' decision by the U.S. Supreme 

been exploited by pronuclear-power forces to discredit 
.the initial outcome ofthe case, arguing thauhe jury's 
verdi~t had been found faulty 0 • • • • 

ous protest. . · . . , ourt. :: _ .. . . 
The first article to hit the Times even before the film ... Reversing a federal appeals court, t~e Supreme Court 

But in fact, the appeals court made no attempt what­
ever to challenge the jury's finding of the company's 
guilt. Instead, . it resorted to a crude legalistic pretext. It 
ruled that in awarding damages, a state court had, in ef­
fect, presumed to regulate the nuclear industry, a pre­
rogative assertedly reserved for the federal government. 

critic's review, was a "sCientific" analysis of Silkwood by upheld the right of an Oklahoma jury to award $10 mil-
Willi'am B~oad. In that lengthy article and in the editorial lion in punitive dru;nages to the Silkwood estate in a ne_g-
that followed; the 7)mes unabashedly resurrected point ligence suit against the Kerr-McGee Corporation. 
for point Kerr-McGee's defense in· the 1979 trial - However, the Supreme Court returned the case to the 
points that the jury rejected when it held the corporate lower court for further consideration. This means Kerr-
giant . responsible for Silkwood's contamination with McGee can come before the same judges and make new 
plutonium and awarded her family $10 milJion in puni- arguments for setting aside the jury's verdict against it. 
tive damages . A company lawyer said it would "most assuredly" do 

Not surprisingly, the Justice Department had urged the 
Supreme Court to uphold the appeals court and Kerr­
McGee. It argued, without a blush, that the Nuclear Reg­
ulatory Commission strictly enforced nuclear safety reg-

The Times editorial goes so far as to repeat Kerr- so. ulations. · 
McGee's hideous charge that Silkwood's contamination Silkwood's parents had initiated the court action, The Supreme Court split 5•4 on the case. One of the 

dissenters, Justice Lewis White, saw the $10-milJion 
award as "a disquieting example of how the jury system 
can function as an unauthorized regulatory medium." 

happened "in ways that suggest it was possibly by her charging Kerr-McGee with responsibility for their 
own hand." Rev. William Davis, a board member of the daughter's death and detailing its failure to provide the 
Karen Silkwood Fund, in a letter to the Times refuting the workers in its plant with proper protection against the 
editorial, explained that "the jury came to an explicit deadly material they were working wirh. 
finding of fact" that Silkwood's contamination was not The appeals court reversal of the jury decision had 

Bill Silkwood, Karen Silkwood's father, said of the 
decision, "I've been waiting for this for years." 

l 
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-EDITORIALS----------

Lies about 'Cuba-Soviet threat' 
The Kissinger commission report, in endorsing the 

White House's escalation of U.S. military involvement 
in Central America, also endorses the principal justifica­
tion for Washington'~ war drive: the "Cuba-Soviet 
threat." 

Democrats and Republicans on the commission argue 
that this "threat" legitimizes a sixfold increase of U.S. 
military aid to · the murderous Salvadoran regime; more 
funds to expand U.S. Army bases in Honduras; more 
money for the CIA-led Nicaraguan counterrevolution­
aries; and resumption· of aid to the bloodstained 
Guatemalan regime. 

The inevitable result of this course is that U.S. combat 
troops will be sent to fight in Central America before this 
war is over. 

The report argues that Cuba and ·the Soviet Union -
by' way of Nicaragua- are endangering U.S. security: 

"The use pf Nicaragua as a base for Soviet and Cuban 
·efforts to penetrate the rest of the Central American is the 
mus, with El Salvador the target of the first opportunity, 
gives the conflict there a major strategic dimension. The 
direct involvement ofaggressive external forces makes it 
a challenge to the system of hemispheric security .. . and 
to the security interests of the United States. This is a 
challenge to which the United States must respond." 

In other words, Washington is intervening in Central 
America "only" because "aggressive external forces" 
have done so - as though the U.S. rulers had some 
preordained right to intervene in the affairs of other coun-
tries. _ 

But what are the facts? There are no Cuban or Soviet 
bases in Nicaragua, much less El Salvador. 

But there are numerous U.S. bases throughout Central 
America. The Panama Canal Zone, with its 10,000 U.S . 
Gis, is just one example. Closer to the conflict yet are the 
U.S. Army installations in Honduras, which aid the at­
tacks on Nicaragua by counterrevolutionaries. Washing­
ton has some 5,000 troops in Honduras today, not to 
,mention its "advisers" aiding the Salvadoran ·army in 
"search and destroy" assaults on the people there. 

If there ever was an · "aggressive external force" in 
Central America, the U.S. government is it. Its charges 
about Cuba, the Soviet Union, and Nicaragua are merely 
the cover for increasing U.S. military aid to the dictator­
ships in the region. · 

The report claims the Salvadoran liberation forces 
have "little popular support." Without backing "from 
Cuba, Nicaragua, and the Soviet Union, neither in El 
Salvador nor elsewhere in Central America would such 
an insurgency pose so severe a threat to the government," 
it says. Therefore, this "proves" Cuban intervention. 

But the report has it liackwards. 
The Salvadoran revolutionary movement is strong and 

growing stronger precisely because it does have the sup­
port of the masses of El Salvador. That support is based 
on the fact that the Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front (FMLN) is fighting for the needs and intere~ts of 
the Salvadoran workers and peasants against a handful of 
wealthy families and their U.S. backers. 

In the zones that are occupied by the FMLN, popular 
measures like land reform, wage increases, literacy and 
health programs, are being implemented. 

The Salvadoran government, on the other hand, which 
couldn't survive a moment without massive funding from 
Washington, is becoming increasingly isolated. 

Its death squads murder thousands and the only way it 
can fill the ranks of its army is by kidnapping peasant and 
worker youth off the streets. The government has 
blocked any meaningful land reform, the labor move­
ment is suffering severe repression, and the economy is 
in a shambles. 

The rebellion of the Salvadoran people against their 

oppression was not made in Cuba or the Soviet Union. It 
began long before the Cuban revolution of 1959, and 
well before the Russian revolution of 1917, for that mat­
ter. Its roots lie in the imperialist enslavement of the Sal­
vadoran masses for decades. Like every other Central 
American country, El Salvador has been treated as the 
backyard of U.S. businessmen, a good place to get cheap 
labor, and a market in which to dump high-priced U.S. 
goods. 

The U.S. rulers fear the rebellion of the Salvadorans 
against this domination because they know that a suc­
cessful Salvadoran revolution would bring that to a halt 
- the same way the revolution in Cuba ended Wall 
Street's economic and political control over that country, 
and the same way that the revolution in Nicaragua is end­
ing U.S . domination there. 

The Kissinger commission report admits that the road 
of "free enterprise" has been a failure in Central Ameri­
ca. The real road to progress has been demonstrated in 
practice by the Cubans, Grenadians, and Nicaraguans, 
who threw out the imperialists and their local puppets, 
and established governments of workers and farmers. 
Those governments charted a course of ending depend­
ence on imperialism and overcoming its legacy by taking 
steps toward the construction of socialism. This is what 
Washington means by the "Cuba-Soviet threat" - the 
example of the socialist revolution, which has inspired 
workers around the world ever since .the Russian revolu­
tion. 

The Kissinger report admits that "who shall govern 
and under what fo~s are the central issues in the process 
of change now under way in country after country 
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean." The Cu­
bans, Nicaraguans, and the Grenadians decided the 
workers and farmers woeld govern, not the businessmet) 
·and bankers beholden to Washington. It's precisely for 
this reason that when Washington got the opportunity in 
October of last year, it invaded Grenada to stamp out all 
remnants of the revolution there. 

But the brute force and violence of capitalism will not 
stop the inevitable march of the Latin American masses 
toward freedom. Fidel Castro pointed this out in a speech 
at the 25th anniversary celebration of the Cuban revolu­
tion on January 1: 

"Today the U.S. ca~ indulge in the luxury of invading 
Grenada, of blockading economically and threatening 
two small countries like Cuba and Nicaragua, and of 
showing its claws and teeth in .1;:1 Salvador and Central 
America. But the system of imperialist rule in Latin 
America is in crisis. The right"wing military dictatorships 
in Chile, Argentina, and Uruguay and other countries, 
the last bastions of capitalism and imperialism, have 
failed miserably, bringing these countries to a state of 
ruin and economic collapse . . .. 

"Structural and social changes are inevitable and will 
come sooner or later. And the more serious and unre­
solvable the longterm crisis is, the more profound the 
changes will be. 

"Cuba cannot export revolution any more than the 
United States can stop it. Do they think perhaps in the fu­
ture they will be able to blockade and invade the whole of 
Latin America?" 

U.S. working people have no stake in Washington's 
war. Our interests lie with the workers and .peasants ofEI 
Salvador, Grenada, Cuba, artd Nicaragua. The threat to 
our security is the wealthy families that run this country, 
who throw us out of work, try to bust our unions, and at­
tack the rights of Blacks ~d women. Solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters in Central America, against our com­
mon enemy - the employers of the United States .:._ is 
the only way for U.S. working people to be true to our in­
terests. 

Death penalty for 'spies'? 
Under the guise of defending "national security," a 

federal judge has declared that a man facing charges of 
conspirin~ ·to commit espionage could be executed if 
found gm~ty. 

This is another attempt to make the increased usc;: of the 
death penalty more acceptable and to further erode dem­
ocratic rights as a whole. 

The death-sentence ruling was made in San Francisco 
January 12 by Judge Samuel Conti in the case of James 
Harper. Harper was indicted this past OCtober for al­
legedly conspiring to sell classified missile data to a 
Polish citizen. 

Harper's case is also one of a recent series i.ntended to 
promote the idea that there's a big problem of''industrial 
espionage" in this country ....,-- a problem that must be 
countered by restricting democratic rights. 

A few weeks after Harper'sarrest, twoCalifornians, 
two Bulgarians, and a Dutch citizen were indicted in 
California on federal charges of conspiring to export 
"nonexportable" computer equipment. 

Earlier, in September, a Bulgarian trade official sta­
tioned in New York was jailed on charges of conspiring 
to commit espionage. He assertedly paid a graduate stu­
dent $300 for a classified document. If convicted, he too 
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faced a possible death sentence. 
On January 17, four months later, the judge who had 

ordered him held without bail had to concede the legal 
strength of the defense stand that the arrest was illegal­
a violation of his diplomatic immunity. Yet the judge still 
ordered him held in jail while the government decides if 
it wants to appeal his ruling. 

Such harassment and victimizations are designed to 
further strip democratic rights in this country, especially 
the right to bail and to a fair trial. 

The death penalty threat is aimed at terrorizing all 
working people~ The example that comes to mind is the 
1950s execution of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. They 
were convicted of conspiring to steal . a nonexistent 
atomic "secret". 

The lurid stories about "spies" from the "Eastern bloc" 
are also utilizc;:d to foster groundless fears about these 
countries and to build hostility toward them. That 
dovetails with Washington's anticommunist justification 
for its war drive. 

Washington hopes there will be little·outcry against its 
. current "spy" frame-ups so that it can extend its assaults 
on democratic rights more broadly. That's all the more 
reason to strongly condemn each and every one of them. 

Farrell Dobbs on 
hist()ry of USWA, 
fight to ·change it 

In this week's column we are running excerpts · 
from a Militant article titled: "Steel Union: Case His­
tory of Bureaucratism." This was one in a series writ­
ten by Farrell Dobbs in the mid-1960s. The series was 
later reprinted as a pamphlet titled: "Recent Trends 
in the Labor Movement - The Fight for Union De­
mocracy." Dobbs had long experience as an organizer 
and leader of the Teamsters union in the 1930s in 
Minneapolis and the Midwest, when it fought for 
workers interests with class struggle methods. At the 
time he wrote these articles Dobbs was national secre­
tary of the Socialist Workers Party. He died last year. 

The article is of particular interest today in light of 
the election coming up for international president of 
the United Steelworkers of America (USW A). Dobbs 
summarizes some of the important history of the 
union and points to lessons for steelworkers and 
others in the labor movement who are fighting to 
strengthen the unions in order to more effectively 
fight employer and government attacks. 

The entire pamphlet referred to above has been re­
printed as "Selected Articles on the Labor Move­
ment." It is available for $1.50 from Pathfinder Press, 
410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. Please add 75 
cents for postage and handling. 

Since I.W. Abel became president of the UnitedSteel­
workers [in 1965], he has been publicized as a "quiet 
man" who gets things done through democratic mobiliza­
tion of the union ranks. Nothing is said about his long 
identification with the dictatorial ruling machine in the 
union. Instead, Abel is depicted as a crusading leader 
who merits the workers trust. 

Members of the union can testify that he is nothing of 
the sort. His true image remains one of a bureaucrat 
floundering around in an effort to get off the hook of 
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rank-and-file criticism. To probe into the union's present 
situation and Abel's role in it, a review of the background 
should prove helpful. It will also illustrate a broader· 
problem: the general bureaucratic strangulation of inter­
nal democracy which, although varying in form and 

/scope, exists throughout the union movement. 
The present steel union had its origins in the Steel 

Workers Organizing Committee created in 1937 by the 
CIO. At the time such a provisional ~cture was tacti­
cally justified, since the CIO was just launching a union­
ization drive in steel, and it was also involved in a com­
plex struggle with AFL craft unionists. It was another 
thing, however, for the CIO leaders to artificially per­
petuate this loosely-defined setup, as they did for the next 
five years. Their object was to assure the entrenchment of 
a ruling bureaucracy before giving the union constitu­
tional form. 

SWOC was put under the command of Philip Murray, 
who was then a trusted aide of John L. Lewis, founding 
leader of the CIO. From the outset Murray ran things in 
dictatorial fashion , acting along class-collaborationist 
policy lines. Contract demands were shaped, not to meet 
the workers' basic needs, but according to what the cor­
porations might give without a serious struggle. If there . 
had to be a strike, the line was to end it as quickly as pos­
sible, forcing acceptance of whatever face-saving settle­
ment the employers granted. The union was tied fil'mly to 
the Democratic Party and a policy of reliance on the 
capitalist government substituted for use of the workers 
power. 

As the union gained substance the Murray bureaucracy 
raided the treasury for handsome salaries and lavish ex­
pense accounts. In an environment poles apart from the 
grind in the plants, the bureaucrats developed a calm, 
disspassionate view of the workers problems. They gave 
"statesmanlike" attention to the corporation's side in dis­
putes and acted more and more as policemen against the 
workers. Membership rights were subordinated to bu­
reaucratic special interests. Entire locals were subjected 
to disciplinary action. At conventions of the organization 
the delegates faced a bureaucratic steamroller. 

It was not until 1942, after consolidation of dictatorial 
rule over the union, that Murray yiel~ed to membership 
demands to hold a constitutional convention. SWOC was 
displaced by a formal international union (with Canadian 
affiliates) - the present United Steelworkers. Murray 
was made president with vast constitutional powers. 
David J . McDonald, who got his start in the union as a 
stenographer for Murray, became secretary-treasurer. As 
the delegates were quickly to learn, formal adoption of a 
union · constitution neither strengthened membership 
rights nor weakened bureaucratic rule . 

· (To be continued.) 



Did UNESCO become too 'uppity' for WashingtOn?.· 
BY HARRY RING 

Much like the disgruntled youngster who takes his ball 
ities. This qtade Washington even more unhappy. 

What is it that UNESCO has done to earn Washing­
ton's wra:th? · and leaves the game, the Reagan administration has for­

mally announced U.S. withdrawal from UNESCO -the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or­
ganization. 

For a period, it suspended Israel from membership in 
protestagainst its genocidal wars against Arab peoples. 
And it has deClared its opposition to the racist policies of 
another 0 .S . ally, the apartHeid regime in South Africa. Established with the UN itself in 1945, UNESCO was 

initially a vehicle for U.S.-West European cultural ex- But mainly UNESCO has devoted itself to literacy pro­
jects in the semi colonial world; conducting studies on the 
status of women; seeking to help pre!;!erve the cultural 
heritage of nations; and sponsoring workshops on possi­
ble roads to peace. 

AS-I SEE IT 
change and a forum to advance anticommunist ·prop­
aganda. Later, in the 1950s, the Soviet Union and vari­
ous East European countries joined in and challenged the 
cold-war policies of Washington and its allies. 

The politica:l motivation for the U.S. pulloutwas con­
tained in a report by one Owen Harries, who complained 
that "enormous patronage" was in the hands of the 
UNESCO Director General Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow of 
Senegal. 

And, in the 1960s, many of the new governments of 
Africa and Asia added themselves to the membership ros­
ter and demanded some shift in the mganization's activ-

This "patronage," he charged, was used to send dele­
gates to conferences "in glamorous ~ities" and fund par­
ticipation in "innumerable study groups." 

-LETTERS----------
Wants Castro speech 

I just read ''Fidel Castro Speaks 
on Grenada" in the November 25 
issue. Is there any plan to make 
reprints or a pamphlet of ~astro' s 
excellent and incisive analysis of 
the invasion? I would be interested 
in purchasing several copies for 
our group, the Committee Against . 
Intervention (CAl), to .sell at the 

·university of Missouri campus. 
Marc Wutschke 
Columbia, Mo . 

(In reply · - This speech is 
available in a new book published 
by Pathfinder Press titled Maurice 
Bishop Speaks . It includes many 
of the most important speeches 
and interviews given by this cen-

. tral leader of the Grenada revolu­
tion. Other material concerning 
the overthrow of the workers and 
farmers government and the U.S . 
invasion - inc1uding the Castro 
speech referred to above and other 

· solve has been hardened for 1984. 
The death of Bishop and the set­

back to progress Washington ea­
gerly assisted in Grenada, has 
hardened my resolve. I have ques- . 
tions as to how the Grenadian rev­
olution should be understood in re­
gard to those that are under way 
and those that are coming. But of 
one thing I am certain - the de­
struction of the recent advances in 
Grenada must be understood by . 
recognizing that the U.S. govern- . 
ment poisoned the atmosphere of 
the world for the Grenadians. The 
bizarre, murdering behavior of 
Coard, Austin, and others can be 
explained as one result of the 
poisoning. . 

Of course, more important than . 
understanding how imperialism 
poisons the world is making some 
effort to stop it . 

The small donation included 
with this renewal will b,e part of . 
my effort. : 

?) 
l 

') 

~. 
I 

Harries, former Australian representative in 
UNESCO, is currently resident in Washington as a fel­
low at the Heritage Foundation, a right-wing think tank 
which apparently assumes that such activity is "patron­
age" when engaged in by Africans and Asians who don't 
completely follow or accept th~ policies of the U.S. gov­
ernment. 

In addition to being "radical political," the Reagan ad­
ministration charged UNESCO wants to establish gov­
ernmental press controls in semicolonial countries. 

This from a president that barred the U.S. press from 
covering the invasion of Grenada, and one of whose gen­
erals advised, "I believe strongly that people have a right 
to know what their forces are doing .. . but at the appro-
priate time. " · 

The official U.S. statement notifying UNESCO, "We 
quit," added the ultimate charge- the organization "has ' 
exhibited a hostility toward the institutions of a free soci­
ety; especially a free market. .. :" 

I 
J 

· items reflecting the 'thinking of the 
Cuban leadership - is also in­
cluded. 

(It can be ordered for $6.95 
from Pathfinder Press, 410 West 
St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 
Please include $.75 for postage 
and handling.) 

· ·Remembering Oct: 19, 1983. 
James G. Smith 
Erie, Pa . 

Some expressed doubts that the 
Amalgamated Transit Union 
(ATU) could win at all because the 
government and most of big busi-

Greyhound strike ness was lined up against it. There 
The recent Greyhound strike was an important difference be­

had a profound impact on many of tween these discussions and others 
the workers here at General Elec- that occurred around the Profes­
tric's Riverworks plant in Lynn, sional Air Traffic Controllers Or­
Massachusetts . ganization (PATCO) and some 

leadership had played a positive 
role in promoting solidarity for the 
bus drivers . The local's newspaper 
featured articles in each issue con­
cerning Greyhound's union~bust­
ing activity . The local had sent a 
bus of second-shift workers to at­
tend the solidarity rally in Boston. 

member came up with the idea of 
inviting bus drivers with children 
to the annual Local 20 I children's 
Christmas party. The idea passed 
the executive board unanimously. 
Several dozen drivers and their 
families attended the party and 
shared presents, food, arid discus- . 
sion about the future of working . 
people, and the future of unions. 
f<ip Hedges 

Starting off right 
A group of four or five workers 

in Building 74, one of the main 
Enclosed is a check for $50. 

Please renew my subscription to 
the Militant and send me a copy of 
Maurice Bishop Speaks. The re­
maining amount from the che.ck is 
a donation to the continuing work 
of the Socialist Workers Party . 

During the weeks following the other strikes. This was a discus­
outbreak of the strike, important sion among workers who were try­
strategy and tactics discussions ing to figure out how the A TV 
took place among a broad layer of ' could win. · 

_manufacturing buildings, decided 
that Friday, December 2, would 
be the best day to get participation 
from their coworkers. By the mid­
dle of the week most of the floor 
was talking about going. The 
union paper aided. this by prom­
oting our picket-line visit. 

Boston, Mass. 

. The letters column is an open 

In January 1983 I renewed my 
subscription. In that letter., kindly 
printed in the Militant of Feb. 4, 
1983, I noted that I wanted to start 
the new year off right. That re-

members of International Union of · · After seeirig the police brutalize 
Electrical Workers (IUE) Local strikers. and supporters on TV, and 
201 here. Was Civil disobedience · after hearing that 5,000 unionists 
the right way to win the strike1 fuid rallied to support the ATUin 
How could we get our union and · Boston, some first-shift workers· 
the whole labor movementto give decided that it was time to visit the 
maximum support to the bus driv- picket line themselves. 
ers? Dtiring this time the Local 201 · 

While we were at the bus termi- · 
nal we did succeed in sending · 
many travelers to Trailways' and 
Amtrak. In addition one IUE 

. forum for all viewpoints ()n sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep youdetters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your · init~als be ~ 

. used rather than your full name. 

Struggles by Toledo workers against concessio11s 
. . .. ~ ., ·- . : :·· ·. . . . - __ ... 

BY JOE CALLAHAN , 
TOLEDO - Auto workers and other workers here 

have fought some tough battles recently in the face of 
sharp attacks by the companies. 

After five months on strike, workers · in United Auto 
WorkerS (UA W) Local 48 at Midland-Ross Corp. ac­
cepted a concessions , contract that included big wage 

UNION TALK 
cuts. The contract was voted up 141-44 after the com­
pany threatened to close the plant if workers did not end 
the strike. 

After more than two months on strike, members of 
Teamsters Local 361 at Vroman Foods, an ice-cream 
novelties manufacturer, voted 48-41 to accept a contract 
with .concessions of 17 percent for male workers and 33 
percent for female workers. The company had been 
operating with scab labor and workers were threatened on 
January 13 with permanent replacement by scabs. 

But auto · workers won a victory at the Jeep plant 
against plans announced by the company to eliminate 56 
engineering jobs and possibly others. Unlike most big 
auto plants - which have forced overtime, and usually 
lots of it- at Jeep there is no mandatory overtime. 

To combat company plans to eliminate jobs, the union 

leaders asked workers to exercise their right to tum down 
all overtime. This was an effective use of union power. It 
caused problems for the company, making it virtually im­
possible to keep up full production. 

As the union leadership said in a letter,to the members , · 
"Through the combined efforts of each and every one of 
you, we have secured all of the 56 jobs in question. You 
could ltav~ easily turned your backs on .the btothers and 
sisters of the engineering group, but you didn't. You 
elected to fight for their jobs and, in return, the protection 
of your own. You have backed your leadership 100 per­
cent in solidarity. You have clearly shown what the union 
is all about." . 

After just.one week of this refusal of ()Vertime, the 
company b~k.ed off from its plan to l;!liminate the jobs. 
During Olat week it called back 41 of approximately 200 
workers on layoff. It is reported now that the rest of the 
laid-off workers are also being called back. 

This battle shows how the fight for a shorter workweek 
with no cut in pay could help end the massive unemploy­
ment all workers face . Nationally, there are .more than 
200,000 auto workers laid off, while most of those still 
working are working long hours of overtime. 
, Meanwhile, a Toledo auto parts manufacturer, AP 
Parts, took out a full-page ad in the Toledo Blade 
threatening to close the plant or move South if the work­
ers did not make big concessions on top of those they 

gave up in their last contract. 
At the same time, two other companies, Strong Elec­

tric and Babcock Dairy, which have squeezed ~onces­
sions out of workers by threatening to c;lose dow,n, an­
nouil.ced they were closing down anyway. 

Some union officials, in arguing for conce>ssions, like 
to' say, "We can't have a union without a company.'' This 
is not true. Foe example iQ Nicaragua, When .a company 
tries to close down or cut back on produdio11, the work-

. ers ask the Sandinista govemme11t to imervene: The gov­
. emment comes in and investigates. If it finds the b,oss at 
fault, it takes measures to defend the workers and some­
times nationalizes the plant. This allows production to· 
continue and workers to keep their jobs. · 

Reagan and Kissinger and company hate Nicaragua so 
much they want to send $8 .4 billion to aid military dic­
tatorships in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. We 
should refuse to allow any more of our tax <;Iollars to go to 
these dictators who are massacring union leaders al'ld 
murdering workers and peasants. This keeps profits of · 
big business high, and weakens unions the world over. 

It also sets the stage for sending U.S. combat troops to 
fight a riew Vietnam-type war here on the American con­
tinent. 

Joe Callahan is a member of United Auto Workers Local · 
12 at the Jeep plant in Toledo. 
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Doctors in Canada hauled into court 
for challenging anti~bortion law. 

On November 21, Dr. Henry Morgen­
taler was put on trial in Toronto, 
Canada. His "crime" was setting up 
clinics in Toronto and Winnipeg that 
provide women with abortions. This di­
rectly violates Canada's reactionary 
antiabortion laws, which make such 
clinics iUegal. 

The following article on Morgen­
taler's trial is from the January 16 issue 
of Socialist Voice, a revolutionary 
socialist biweekly published in 
Montreal. 

BY PATI HABERMANN 
AND HELEN KIRKPATRICK 

TORONTO- The trial of Drs. Henry 
Morgentaler, Leslie Smoling, and Robert 
Scott, who are charged with conspiracy to 
produce a miscarriage, has been trans­
formed into a historic challenge to­
Canada's federal anti-abortion law. 

Morgentaler's lawyer, Morris Manning, 
will try to show that his clients cannot be 
charged with conspiracy to commit an 
abortion because the federal law violates­
several provisions of the federal Charter of 
Rights pertaining to freedom of belief and 
expression, conscience, and religion; the 
right to life, liberty, and freedom; and 
equal rights for women and men. 

On the first day of the trial, which began 
November 21, Chief Justice William 
Parker agreed to hear the constitutional 
challenge to the law. This paves the way -
for a precedent-setting decision in the On­
tario Supreme Court. 

Abortion restrictions 
Under Section 251 of the Criminal Code 

passed in 1969, abortion is illegal unless 
performed by doctors in accredited hospi­
tals, after approval by a committee of doc­
tors wqich rule that the woman's life or 
health is endangered. This "law deprives 
both the women and their doctors of their 
constitutional rights in a way that is dis­
criminatory, arbitrary, cruel; unusual, and 
unfair," argued Manning in his opening 
statement to the court. 

Morgentaler has never d_enied that abor­
tions were performed at the Toronto clinic, 
but he has denied that he committed a 
crime. He is confident that a jury will ac­
quit him. 

Morgentaler's confidence is founded on 
past experience. Three successive Quebec 
juries acquitted him of similar charges ten 
years ago. Today, ten freestanding, 
nonhospital abortion clinics exist in Que­
bec. 

During almost four weeks of testimony, 
Manning has called an impressive array of 
19 expert witnesses, and more than 90 
exhibits have been presented to the court. 
Witness after witness testified about the 
difficulties women experience getting 
abortions, the problems of hospital 
-therapeutic abortion committees, and the 
advantages of freestanding clinics. Wit­
nesses faced exhaustive questioning by 
Manning and provincial prosecutor Alan 
Cooper. 

Federal attorney Arthur Pennington told 
the court that the government's defense of 
Canada's abortion law would relate to the 
so-called rights of the fetus . 

Just a couple of months ago, the Sas- · 
katchewan Supreme Court ruled that the 
fetus is not a person under the Charter of, 
Rights. 

Neither Pennington nor Crown attorney 
Cooper have called witnesses·, choosing to 
rely on oral arguments presented in Janu­
ary. The government lawyers claimed that 
this was because the evidence introduced 
by Manning was irrelevant. 

The first witness, Carolyn Egan, a coun­
sellor at Toronto's VD and Birth Control 
Clinic, testified that immigrants and poor 

Socialist Voice 
Dr. Henry Morgentaler has been under attack for over a decade for support to abor­
tion rights. Above, protest in Ottawa in mid-1970s to defend him and demand repeal 
of antiabortion laws. 

women have a particularly hard time get­
ting abortions, that hospitals in Toronto 
have placed quotas on the number of abor­
tions they approve, . and that a major prob­
lem facing these women was getting an ap­
pointment. 

According to Dr. Elaine Borins, staff 
psychiatrist and director of the Toronto 
Western Hospital's psychiatric clinic for 
women, financial hardship is the most 
common reason for having an abortion. 

Dr. Philip Stubblefield, chairman of the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
at Mount Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts and president of the Na­
tional Abortion Federation, explained that 
it is safer to obtain an abortion at an inde­
pendent clinic than at a hospital. He said 

that doctors in abortion clinics have more 
expertise and more opportunity to counsel 
women choosing to ·have an abortion. 
Moreover, hospitals often use general 
anesthesia fdr abortions, while. clinics usu­
ally use local anesthesia, with which there 
are fewer complications. 

"Nobody wants an abortion just for the 
sake of having one," said Dr. Augustin 
Roy, former head of Quebec's College of 
Physicians. "You have to think of the child 
who is going to be born, of the woman in­
volved, of her family. It's a decision a 

- woman goes through because of her own 
reasons." In reference to hospital abortion 
committees, Roy said: "The decision de­
pends on who sits'on the committee. If you 
want it to work, you put people on it who 

are in favor of abortion. If you don't want it 
to work, you put on it people who are 
against." 

Dr. John Lamont of Chedoke-McMaster 
Hospital in Hamilton, reported that many 
women come to him as a last resort after 
being refused abortions at other Ontario 
hospitals. He said that abortions approved 
by his hospital's committee are kept secret 
because of uncertainty about how nurses or 
other doctors will react to the women hav­
ing them. 

Hospital abortions inadequate 

The inadequacies of hospital abortions . 
was a theme frequently repeated through­
out the hearing. Therese Venne, a social 
worker in a Quebec clinic, told of a woman 
16 weeks pregnant who had a saline abOr­
tion and was ignored for about three hours 
with the dead fetus between her legs. When 
a nurse finally arrived, she told the patient 
that this had been done to remind her of the 
gravity of the situation so she wouldn' t re­
peat it. 

Dr. Sheila Cohen, an obstetrician and 
gynecologist at North General Hospital 
who specializes in treating pregnant girls 
nine to 18, testified that many teenagers 
don' t recognize their condition until it's too 
late to receive an abortion in most Metro 
hospitals . These teens must go to the U.S. 
for the procedure. 

Dr. Jane Hodgson, associate professor at 
the University of Minnesota medical 
school, testified that 61 women from 
Northern Ontario had been to her cliniC 
during the past year. She said that many 
women who come to her clinic are con­
cerned that the delay in getting hospital 
committee approval will mean it's too late 
to get a simple, first trimester abortion. 

On January 18 the oral summation ofthe 
hearings will begin. If Justice Parker rules 
that the abortion law is in violation of the 
Charter of Rights, there will be no trial. 
However, the government will almost cer­
tainly appeal the decision. If the challenge 
to the law is rejected, the trial on the con­
spiracy charges will begin March 19. 

What strategy to change steel union? 
BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 

What stand should union militants take 
in the March 29 election for international 
president of the United Steelworkers of 
America (USW A)? Should they rally be­
hind the candidacy of Ron Weisen, presi­
dent of USW A Local 1397 and longtime 
opponent of the concession-bargaining 
strategy of top USWA officials? What at­
titude should be taken toward the split that 
has developed in the USWA's "official 
family" leadership, reflected in the can­
didacies of international Secretary Lynn 
Williams and international Treasurer Frank 
McKee? 

The answers are important to all work­
ers. The USW A remains one of the largest 
U.S. unions, and potentially one of the 
most powerful. Its political life affects the 
rest of the.Jabor movement. 

It is a union under severe attack by the 
employers. The big questions facing the 
union mirror those facing the railks of 
labor. 

How can we defend workers from the ef­
fects of plant closings, like those recently 
announced by U.S. Steel? How can we 
mobilize union power and solidarity to stop 
strike breaking, such as that which is tak­
ing place in the copper. towns of Arizona? 
What is the connection between union­
busting at home and escalating U.S . war 
abroad? 

Behind all of these questions is a basic 

challenge: how to put an end to the policy 
of cooperation with the employers that has 
been followed by top USW A officials since 
the union's inception. This approach, 
which holds that workers and employers 
share common interests, has led to sacrific­
ing the needs of steelworkers at every_turn. 
It has disarmed the union and prevented an 
effective fightback. It is a problem facing 
the entire labor movement. 

Therefore the attitude to take toward the 
USW A elections is much more than 
whether to favor the "ins" or the "outs." It 
gets to the heart of what strategy can 
change the unions; strengthen them, and 
begin the process of transforming them into 
effective fighting tools. 

Debate has developed 

Among those · who have favored . and 
worked for a change in USW A leadership 
in the past, different opinions are now 
being expressed about this election. The 
Dec. 20, 1983, issue of Labor Notes, a 
publication that reflects the views of some 
of these USW A activists and some in other 
unions, announces: "New Candidate En­
ters Steelworkers Election, Dividing Re-
form Forces." · 

This refers to McKee, who originally 
was not a candidate. Following union pres­
ident' Lloyd McBride's death, the top 
leadership hoped to avoid an election al-

together. However, divisions developed 
over who would take McBride's place at 
the top. One seemingly natural choice, 
Vice-president Joe Odorcich; lost out to 
Williams in a USW A International Execu­
tive Board vote•for acting president. The 
March 29 referendum election was set. 
Odorcich announced his candidacy. He 
then withdrew, McKee announced, and 
Odorcich expressed his support for 
McKee. 

Jane Slaughter reports in Labor Notes 
that "many USW reformers" who origi- · 
nally endorsed Weisen now think they 
"would be better off' to back McKee, who 
has "a greater chance of winning." 

Some, according to Slaughter, even 
"lobbied McKee to ent~r the race." Among 
these, evidently, was Joe Samargia, former 
president of USW A Local 1938 on Min­
nesota's Iron Range. Samargia, longtime 
opposition leader who left his union post to 
take a job in state government, told Slaugh­
ter: "I trust him [McKee] more than anyone 
else on the executive board." 

Dennis Shattuck, a grievance committee 
member in Lo,call 010 in East Chicago was 
originally Weisen's Midwest campaign di­
rector. But he now argues that support for 
McKee is justified solely on the basis of · 
McKee's newly expressed position favor­
ing thi right of al_l rank-and-file Steel~ork­
ers to vote on thetr contract (workers m the 

Continued on Page 14 
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