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Salvadoran 
rebels · 
announce 
peace plan 
BY MALIK MIAH 

At a Mexico City news conference on 
February 9, Ana Guadalupe Martinez, 
Guillermo Ungo, and Ruben Zamora, lead­
ing representatives of the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front-Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (FMLN-FDR) of El Sal­
vador, outlined a proposal to bring peace 
and social justice to that country. 

The proposal is a political response by 
th!! revolutionary forces to the escalating 
U.S. war in El Salvador and the entire re­
gion, and to the U.S.-backed regime's so­
called democratic presidential elections set 
for March 25 .. 

At the news conference, the reyolution­
ary leaders announced their call for the 
formation of a "Provisional Government of 
Broad Participation." 

"This is not a new proposal in the sense 
of a change in our position," said Zamora. 
It is "rather a concrete development of our 
political position," he said. 

The draft program for the Provisional 
Government of Broad Participation ex­
plains that the plan "is the result of the de­
velopment of the Salvadoran people's 
democratic and revolutionary forces in the 
military and political arena." 

It "will be a government in which no 
single sector will have control. It will be 
the expression of the broad participation of 
those social and political forces ready to 
end the oligarchic regime, and to recover 
national sovereignty and national independ­
ence; a government in which the existence 
of private property and foreign investments 

. will not be against the interests of society." 
"We have proposed various alternatives 

to solve the current crisis," the introduction 
to the proposed program-platform ex­
plains, "believing that the largest number 
of Salvadorans must share the effort to 
achieve peace with justice, because only a 
powerful and broad effort can bring our 
country out of the destruction in which it 
has been plunged by the oligarchic regime 
and the intervention of the United States 
government. ... " 

The formation of such a government, the 
proposal continues, "will allow otir people 
to continue their process of social, politi­
cal, and economic transformations towards 
a truly just society." 

As a broad-based government, the only 
forces that will not be included are "the 
oligarchy" and "individuals and sectors 
that are against the objectives of the provi­
sional government or that advocate main­
taining the dictatorship." This specifically 
excludes the National Republican Alliance 
Party (ARENA), whose major leader, 
former Constituent Assembly Pres. 
Roberto D' Aubuisson, is. also a leader of 
the right-wing death squads. 

The government will include: "represen­
tatives of the labor movement, peasants, 
teachers, workers, professional associa­
tions, universities, political parties, the pri­
vate sector, representatives of the FMLN­
FDR, and of an already-restructured na­
tional army." 

The FMLN-FDR explains that the pro­
posal is for a provisional government with 
clear immediate objectives. It is not to be a 
"long-term government." . 

In line with this, five objectives are out­
lined for the government: 

"1. To recover national independence 
and sovereignty. 

"2. To dismantle the repressive appar­
atus and to lay the basis for a true democ­
racy in which human rights and political 
freedom are fully respected and where 

Continued on Page 2 

U.S.-backed rightists 
battered in Lebanon 

Druse militiamen, part of Lebanese opposition forces fighting Washington-trained 
rightist troops. 

BY CINDY JAQUITH 
FEBRUARY 15 -The Reagan admin-

. istration continues its drive to impose a set­
tlement of the Lebanon conflict that will 
maximize imperialist control over the 
workers and peasants there. 

But this drive was dealt a new blow Feb­
ruary 14 when Druse militias, part of the 
opposition forces in Lebanon, drove the 
hated Lebanese army out of strategic posi­
tions on a ridge above Beirut. Earlier, on 
February 7, Muslim and Druse militias 
forced Lebanese troops out of West Beirut. 
The army - which is armed and trained by 
Washington- was reportedly left in con­
trol only of areas around East Beirut, 
which is dominated by· the right-wing 
Phalange forces of Pres. Amin Gemayel. 

The U.S. Marines at Beirut airport were 
thus nearly surrounded by opposition 
forces. · 

Late tonight it . was announced that 
Gemayel had signed an eight-point plan for 
a settlement in Lebanon, sponsored by 
Saudi Arabia. The plan reportedly tore up 
the May 1983 agreement Gemayel had 
made with Israel through the mediation of 
Secretary of State George Shultz. · 

That agreement is usually referred to as a 
pact for withdrawal of Israeli and Syrian 
troops from Lebanon. What it actually 
codifies, howeve.r, is a permanent police 
role for the Israeli army in southern Leba­
non and an extension of Israeli domination 
of the. economy there. 

Continued on Page 10 

Grenada: U.S. targets workers gains 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada- The gains 
of the 1979 Grenada revolution are under 
attack. The U.S.-installed Advisory Coun­
cil that rules the country has taken steps to 
further dismantle social and economic pro­
grams benefitting working people ~ pro­
grams that were institute.Q by the People's 

On-the-scene-report. 

Revolutionary Government (PRG) of Gre­
nada headed by murdered Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop. 

Following the PRG's overthrow last Oc­
tober by a clique led by Deputy Prime 
Minister Bernard Coard and the subsequent 
U.S. invasion of the island, many of the 
revolution's advances were immediately 
reversed. The construction of an interna­
tional airport at Point Salines - 80 percent 
completed by the PRG - was halted. 
State-run industries, such as the Agro-In-

·dustry ·plant, which processed and pack­
aged . agricultural products, and the San­
dino Housing plant, which produced pre­
fabricated homes, have been closed. 

Thousands of Grenadians are now job­
less .. Begging and prostitution - virtually 
nonexistent under the PRG - are once 
again prevalent. 

Taking the advice of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID) 
team's study of Grenada last fall, Advisory 
Council officals recently announced plans 
to tum other state enterprises over to pri­
vate owners. The interim government said 
that landlords whose estates were confis­
cated without compensation would have 
these lands returned to them. 

The PRG expropriated idle and under­
used land and launched state farms or made 
land available to farming cooperatives. 
The PRG's policy led to increased employ­
ment and agricultural production. 

A worker at the Grenada B~ of Com-

merce (GBC), a nationalized bank, told the 
Militant that U.S. officials had promised 
the Advisory Council the Reagan adminis­
tration would deposit $17 million in the 
GBC (the U.S. government has already 
sent $9 million to help finance Grenada's 
proimperialist regime). There was only one 
condition - 51 percent of the bank's 
shares must be sold to · private 
businessmen. 

One of the most impressive social gains 
of the Grenada revolution was in the field 
of education. Under the PRG, education 
became a right. Secondary schools, which 
were privately owned under the U.S.­
backed dictator Eric Gairy, became free 
and an adult literacy program, the Center 
for Popular Education (CPE) was started. 

Now, free education is threatened as 
Nicholas Brathwaite, who heads the Ad-

visory Council, claims the government was 
left an empty treasury by the PRG. And 
while there are people staffing the CPE of­
fices, there have been no classes since Oc- • 
tober. " 

Another project under attack from the 
U.S. government and its local flunkeys is 
the National Cooperative Development 
Agency (NACDA). The PRG created this 
agency in 1980 as a statutory body within 
the Ministry of Agriculture. The revolu­
tionary government negotiated an EC [East 
Caribbean] $1 million [U.S. $380,000] 
loan for NACDA, which the agency then 
used as a revolving loan fund for starting 
cooperatives. 

NACDA provided loans at 8 percent in­
terest to Grenadians seeking to start 
cooperatives. The agency aided the 

Cqntinued on Page 12 

Thousands of union women will meet 
at March CLUW conference in Chi. 
BY CANDACE WAGNER 

CHICAGO - In March 1974, 3,200 
wo~en unionists gathered here to form the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
(CLUW). 

This year on March 22-25, thousands of 
women unionists will gather here again, 
this time to celebrate the 1Oth anniversary 
of the founding of CLUW and to discuss 
the current problems facing all working 
women, and union women in particular. 

This convention occurs as Washington 
and Wall Street are stepping up their war 
against the unions and women's rights in 
this country, and against the peoples of 
Central America and Lebanon. The con­
vention \Viii be an important place for 
.union women to exchange ideas 'on how 
their unions can effectively counter this 
employer offensive. 

The call for the convention states: 
"Through resolutions and debate, we will 
be developing strategies and programs to 
build our organization and achieve the 
goals in our statement of purpose: 

"• Participation of women in their 
unions 

"e Affirmative action in the workplace 
"e Political action and legislation 
"e Organize the unorganized." . 

The convention will be preceded by a 
CLUW conference on affirmative action 
on March 22. That night· the Chicago 
CLUW chapter will host a lOth Anniver­
sary Celebration Rally. Speakers will in-

. elude CLUW Pres. Joyce Miller; CLUW 
Executive Vice-president Addie Wyatt; Il­
linois Federation of Labor Pres. Robert 

Continued on Page 9 



-SELLING. OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT GATE~------:~ 
BY SANDI SHERMAN ments of the Grenada revolution, 

and reprints of Cuban government 
statements explaining the events 
and answering the lies of the U.S. 
warmakers in Washington. 

In this interview, . Rojas that workers should support the 
government's foreign policy. This 
generated a lot of discussion, 
which was intensified by news the 
following dayoftheU.S. invasion. 

a big impact on them. 
Since the overthrow of the 

workers and farmers government 
of Grenada and the subsequent 
U.S. invasion and occupation of 
the island, members and active 
supporters of the Socialist Work­
ers Party and Young Socialist Al­
liance have been on a campaign to 
get out the truth about the Grenada 
revolution. 

examined the circumstances sur- About 15 copies of IP were sold 
and transit worker Dick McBride 
reports that the discussions around 
the interview have helped to clear 
up a Jot of questions these workers 
had. 

Thousands of copies of these 
papers have been sold as part of 
this get-out-the-truth campaign. 
This includes more than 850 
copies of the initial issue of the 
Militant, whose headline read 
"U.S. Hands Off Grenada Now," 
sold at plant gates and on the job 
right after the invasion. 

. rounding the arrest of Bishop, the 
overthrow of the People's Revolu­
tionary Government of Grenada 
by a clique led by Bernard Coard, 
and the assassination of Bishop 
and other leaders of the ruling 
party, the New Jewel Movement. 

John Harris, a socialist who 
works in the plant, reports that 
there were a lot of questions being 
raised by his coworkers about the 
strife within the Grenadian gov­
ern~ent. He photocopied the 
Rojas interview from IP and sold 
it to six or seven of his coworkers 
for 25 cents. Harris reports that 
"there was a good discussion 
about Grenada and the role of 
U.S. imperialism. People gener­
ally liked the interview, even a 
month or two after the invasion." 

In Seattle, where 60 copies have 
been sold so far, a number of IPs 
have been sold to unionists, in~ 
eluding Filipino cannery workers 
and workers laid off from Boeing. This campaign has centered on 

an effort to reach union members 
at steel mills, rail yards , auto 
plants, oil refineries, garment 
shops, coal mines, and aerospace 
plants. 

The Militant and its Spanish­
language sister publication Per­
spectiva Mundial have carried ex­
tensive coverage of Grenada -
both during .the revolution and 
since its overthrow. 

In addition, hundreds of copies 
of the Pathfinder Press pamphlet 
containing the text of a speech 
given by Grenada's Prime Minis­
ter Maurice Bishop -in the United 
States last June, have been sold. 

Socialist workers at the FMC 
Corp. in San Jose, California, 
found themselves in the middle of 
big discussions about the Grenada 
events and the U.S. wa, drive. 
FMC is a major supplier of ar­
mored vehicles for the military 
and is organized by the Interna­
tional Association of Machinists. 

In addition to continuing to dis­
tribute the Rojas interview, 
socialists are now making plans to 
reach their coworkers with the 
new Pathfinder Press book, 
Maurice Bishops Speaks: The 
Grenada Revolution I979-I983. 

This has included eyewitness 
accounts of the invasion, feature 
articles describing the achieve-

Another weapon socialist work­
ers have used in this campaign is 
the interview with Don Rojas, 
former press secretary to Maurice 
Bishop, which was printed in In­
tercontinental Press and PM. 

The day before the invasion of 
Grenada, the company held a giant 
pep talk for its employees, ostensi­
bly to celebrate the completion of 
a new line of armored vehicles. 
Workers were let off work for two 

Socialist transit workers in New 
York City found a similar re­
sponse. 

A number of their coworkers 
are from the Caribbean - from 
Barbados, the Dominican Repub­
lic , etc. The events in Grenada had 

The Militant is offering this 
$6.95 book for $4 with a subc 
scription renewal or extension as 
part of the effort to reach U.S. 
workers with the lessons of the 
Grenada revolution (see ad 
below). 

. hours to attend the event, so they 
could hear the company's message 

Salvador freedom fighters announce peace plan 
Continued from front page 
broad popular participation to achieve a de­
finite peace becomes a reality . 

"3 . To respond to the most immediate 
and pressing needs of the popular 
majorities and to adopt basic economic and 
social measures to change these structures . . 

"4. To establish the practical conditions 
needed to resolve the current state of war. 

"5. To prepare for ·and hold general 
elections." 

Immediate measures and . guidelines 

The platform proposes 20 measures for 
the proposed government to implement im­
mediately. 

Among these immediate measures are: 
"freedom for all political prisoners and dis­
appeared"; "investigation and trial of the 
military personnel and civilians responsi­
ble for the genocide, political crimes, tor­
ture, disappearances, and illegal abroga­
tion of individual freedoms"; "repeal the 
state of siege and all the decrees promul­
gated since 1980 that restrict social and in­
dividual freedoms"; "full guarantees for 
the exercise of collective and individual 
rights and freedoms"; "passage of a provi­
sional statute allowing agricultural and 
state workers to organize themselves"; and 
"trade unions will be compensated for 
damages against their property caused by 
the repression since 1979." 

The provisional government will also 
carry out a series of immediate economic 
and social reforms: "a moratorium on the 
debts of small and medium entrepreneurs"; 
"set and control prices on basic neces­
sities"; "undertaking a massive literacy 
campaign"; and "establishment of an elec­
toral body, which, by agreement of the par­
ticipants, will prepare for the holding of 
ge~ral and free elections." 

These steps will require measures affect­
ing the Salvadoran army and U.S . military: 

"withdrawal of U.S. advisers, a halt to 
U.S. military aid, as well as that coming 
from other countries, and the suspension of 
all arm shipments"; "restructuring of the 
governmental armed forces, and once it is 
achieved, the incorporation of its represen· 
tatives in the structures of the Provisional 
Government of Broad Participation':; "the 
dissolution of the security forces, death 
squads, and their political arm, the 
ARENA party"; and "popular power or­
ganizations that have emerged in different 
areas of the country during the war will be . 
legitimized." 

These democr;ttic emergency measures 
are to Jay the basis for the full achievement 
of agrarian reform, nationalization of the 
country's banking and financial system, 
and for "the full achievement of the for­
eign-trade reform, including the control of 
exports of the main products" and lay the 
basis for the solution to social and econom­
ic problems facing El Salvador after dec­
ades of U.S. imperialist domination. 

On international relations the govern­
ment would promote peace, self-determi­
nation, and nonintervention. In relation­
ship to the U.S. government, the docu­
ment calls for direct talks to establish rela­
tions. based on mutual respect and self-de­
termination. This includes not allowing 
foreign military bases on Salvadoran terri­
tory. 

Serious proposal 

The FMLN-FDR proposal could only be 
implemented if the Salvadoran regime and 
its Washington backers agreed to join a 
process of dialogue and negotiation. 

To advance this objective - one the rev­
olutionary forces have proposed for several 
years- the FMLN-FDR proposes "direct 
dialogue, without preconditions, organized 
by one or several mediators" and "direct 
negotiations among the parties in conflict" 

SPECIAL OFFER TO MILITANT SUBSCRIBERS 
"Maurice Bishop Speaks" 

This collection of interviews with and speeches by the slain prime minister of Grenada 
also includes an introduction explaining the events that led to· the overthrow of the 
revolution, Bishop's !!S5aSSination, and the invasion by U.S. troops. 

We are offering the book to subscribers for a special price of $4 (a $2.95 discount!). 
You can also participate in getting this important book out to others by ordering a 

bundle of 3 or more copies for $3.50 each. 
------------------------------------------------- X -------c---~--------------------------

Please 0 begin 
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0 6 months/$15 
0 one year/$24 

0 renew 0 extend my subscription: 
0 I am enclosing an additional $4.00 

for a copy of Maurice Bishop Speaks 

Name ____________________________________________ ___ 

Address _______ _ ___________ _ 

City/State/Zip----- - - - - - ----- ---- - ­

Telephone Union/Organization----'--------~ 

0 Enclosed is $ __ for a bundle of __ copies of the book at $3.50 each to 
sell to, friends and coworkers (minimum of 3 copies). 

0 Enclosed is $3 for a 12 week introductory subscription (book offer not available). 

Mail to: Militan~ 14 Charles Ln., New York, N.Y. 10014. 
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- including representatives of the U.S. 
government and the Salvadoran regime. 

make up the FMLN - both politically and 
militarily. It also reflects the increasing 
weakness of the U.S.-backed regime -
.now more internally divided and weaker 
militarily. 

Once the dialogue "reaches an advanced 
stage," the FMLN-FDR is prepared to 
negotiate a cease-fire. 

Big step forward U.S. response 

The FMLN-FDR's proposal' to establish 
a Provisional Government of Broad Par­
ticipation reflects the growing confidence, 
strength, and unity of the revolutionary 
forces. The FMLN-FDR has called for a 
negotiated settlement in the past. The new 
peace proposal presented by the FMLN­
FDR is more comprehensive than previous 
proposals. 

It is no surprise that Washington has 
studiously ignored this latest peace propos­
al. To date , Washington has rebuffed every 
effort by the popular forces to negotiate a 
settlement of the war. And the U.S . rulers 
do not want to give any credence to the re­
ality that the FMLN-FDR really do repre­
sent the masses of El Salvador. 

But the Washington Post and the New 
York Times - leading liberal capitalist 
publications - consciously downplayed 

Continued on Page 17 

The decision by the FMLN leadership to 
make this proposal reflects the increasing 
unity of the revolutionary currents that 

r------------AVAILABLE NOW---------.., 

"Truth · Crushed to the Earth 
Will Rise Again" 

Videotape of interview with Don Rojas, former press secretary to 
murdered Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice H.ishop. 

In this film, which was produced by the National Black United 
Front, Rojas describes the events that took place between Oct. 12, 
1983- when Bishop was placed under house arrest by Deputy 
Prime Minister Coard- and Oct. 19, 1983- when thousands of 
Grenadians freed Bishop and marched to Fort Rupert, where he · 
was killed. 

Rojas explains the accomplishments of the Grenada revolution, 
the develbpments inside the ruling party, the New Jewel Movement, · 
and Cuba's aid to the revolution. 

Length: 120 minutes, standard speed 112" VHS videotape. Price : 
$35. Order from: The Militant, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014; (212) 929-3486. 
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Mason nieets with striking copper miners 

Militant/Bernie Senter 
Mel Mason, socialist presidential candidate, with copper strike leaders. 

BY KAREN KOPPERUD 
CLIFfON~MORENCI, Ariz. - Social­

Ist Workers presidential candidate Mel 
Mason began his first nationwide cam­
paign tour here in the copper towns that are 
the center of the seven-month long strike of 
13 unions against the Phelps Dodge Corp. 

Mason told strikers and their supporters 
here and in Safford and Ajo, Arizona, that 
their battle against overwhelming odds has 
set an inspiring example for working 
people across the country. Mason termed 
his visit a fact-finding tour aimed at gather­
ing as much first-handinformation as pos­
sible. He pledged to tell the trutb.-about the 
strike and the vicious union-busting by 
Phelps Dodge and the state government to 
audiences wherever he campaigns . 

The warm response Mason received in­
dicated both the serious way in which 

working-class fighters here view the 
socialist campaign, and the respect they 
have for the work that Mason and his sup­
porters have done in support of the strike. 

In Morenci and Ajo Mason walked the 
picket lines with striking miners. He heard 
from them about the violence and harass­
ment they have been subjected to at the 
hands of state troopers and the National 
Guard, which was mobilized in August by 
Democratic Gov. Bruce Babbitt to escort 
scabs into the mines. 

Mason attended meetings of the 
women's auxiliaries, which have played a 
key role in the strike, and met individually 
with many rank-and-file strike leaders. He 
learned of the hardships inflicted on work­
ers and their families, including evictions 
from company housing, the devastating ef­
fects of floods last October, and even com-

pany-inspired threats against the young 
children of strikers. 

In Safford Mason was invited to address 
a women's auxiliary meeting. In Clifton he 
was invited to a meeting of the city coun­
cil, a majority of whose members are 
workers who support the strike. He also at­
tended a dance to raise money for the strike 
in Clifton. 

Mason spent hours in strikers' homes 
learning the history of Phelps Dodge 
union-busting. The predominantly Chica­
no, Mexicano, and Native American 
unionists related the decades of racist dis­
crimination practiced by the company: 

On February 10 Mason spoke to workers 
at a campaign meeting held at the Clifton 
Social Club. "Any candidate who says he 
or she is for the working person should 
come here and support this strike," Mason 
told the audience. He went on to explain 
why the socialfst campaign believes work­
ing people and the union movement should 
organize their power independently and 
form a labor party to represent them politi­
cally. 

All unions should come to the aid of the 
strike said_ Mason. A labor party would be 
a powerful tool that could help working 
people win battles like the copper strike 
and others that are opposed by the two em­
ployer parties , the Democrats and Republi­
cans. 

In the discussion period, workers dis­
cussed a wide range of issues with Mason, 
from what causes war, to the Jesse Jackson 
campaign, to what Mason would do differ­
ently if elected president. 

Mason spent a great deal of time discuss­
ing U.S . foreign policy with these workers, 

including what's behind Washington's ag­
gression in Central America and Lebanon. 
He said that as president, he would disman­
tle the $305 billion war budget and use the 
money for workers needs, beginning with 
jobs. 

Rather than fighting against workers in 
other countries, Mason said, he would use 
the power of the presidency to back up the 
demands of workers like those on strike in 
Arizona. 

Mason told the Militant he was deeply 
impressed by the strikers' determination 
and by the political thinking they are doing 
based on their experiences. As one woman 
told him after they had discussed the mean­
ing of socialism, "!guess that means I'm a 
socialist and a militant at heart. There must 
be a lot of us out there." 

Next week's Militant will include fur­
ther reporting on Mason's exciting Arizona 
tour. 

Marvel Scholl: 
50 years of struggle 

Mason, Gonzalez begin campaign tours 
BY DON DAVIS 

The first stops on the nationwide tours of 
Socialist Workers presidential candidate 
Mel Mason and his running mate, Andrea 
Gonzalez, have been announced. 

Mason, who recently completed a fact­
finding and solidarity tour among striking 
copper miners in Arizona (see story on this 
page), will next make a swing through 
Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. Mason 
will arrive in Miami on February 29, stop in 
Atlanta March 3-6, and spend March 8-13 
in Alabama helping to kick off a big peti­
tioning effort aimed at putting the socialist 
ticket on the Alabama ballot. 

Mason then moves on to Dallas, In­
dianapolis , Minnesota, and into Detroit on 
March 29, where supporters will have just 
launched a statewide ballot drive. 

Gonzalez, a - former member of the 
United Steelworkers of America (USWA), 
will devote the first part of her tour to steel 
industry centers where steelworkers are 
discussing how to stop plant closings and 
layoffs and the upcoming election for pres­
ident of the USW A. Starting in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, on February 24, Gonzalez 
will move on to Pittsburgh; the Baltimore­
Washington, D.C., area; and then to Texas 
on March 7. 

A highlight of her Texas tour will be a 

GOAL 
... $84,000 

Amount 
.,.pledged 

$73,504 

Amount 
.,.collected 

$21,001 

swing through the Rio Grande Valley, a 
predominantly Mexican and Chicano area 
where unemployment is at 40 percent. A 
team of socialist campaigners will spend a 
total of three weeks there. Gonzalez will 
arrive in the Chicago-Gary area March 16 
and stay for the national convention of the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women which 
takes place March 22-25. 

The socialist candidates bring a unique 
perspective to the 1984 elections: they are 
the only candidates explaining that the 
problems facing working people stem 

· from capitalism, a system where a tiny 
handful of capitalists control the decision­
making power. 

Mason and Gonzalez say working 
people need a government that represents 
the majority - workers and farmers -
that would take wealth and power out of 
the hands of the Cllpitalists and begin build­
ing a socialist society, which would be 
truly democratic and free from racism and 
sexism. As a step in this direction, they ad­
vocate a break from the two capitalist par­
ties - the Democrats and Republicans -
and the formation of a labor party based on 
a fighting trade union movement. 

Gonzalez told the Militant that these 
ideas have sparked many discussions on 
her initial campaign trips . 

She recalled a woman from rural Illinois 
- a striking meatpacker - that she met at 
the recent national lesbian rights confer­
ence sponsored by the National Organiza­
tion for Women. The woman wore a Wal­
ter Mondale button: She came back to talk 
to Gonzalez four times during the course of 
the conference. "Everything we said made 
so much sense to her," Gonzalez said. "But 
she had to decide whether working for 
Mondale would be better." 

Gonzalez said people like the idea of a 
labor party based on an alliance of labor, 
Blacks, and women, and they want to take 
some time to talk about it. 

To help publicize the socialist alterna­
tive in the 1984 elections, two campaign 
posters - one in English and one in 
Spanish - will be out soon. More mater­
ials are in the works, and there is an ambi­
tious schedule of candidates' tours and bal­
lot drives being mapped out for the spring. 

All of this, of course, costs money. As 
the thermometer on this page shows, 
progress is being made on raising an initial 
socialist campaign fund of $84,000. But 
we still have a long way to go, and our 
March 15 target date is less than a month 

away. 
This means that as we increase our ef­

forts to publicize the socialist campaign, 
we must also increase our efforts to raise 
the necessary money. 

To make our goal , every area will need 
·to decide right away 6n special measures to 
finish getting pledges from campaign sup­
porters, and then collecting them as soon as 
possible. 

Marvel Scholl, a 50-year veteran of the 
revolutionary socialist movement, died in 
California February 13. She was 76 years 
old. 

Militant readers can help increase the 
visibility of the socialist campaign by dip­
ping the coupon below and sending in a 
check made out to "Mason for President." 

In 1934, Scholl and her husband, Farrell 
Dobbs, joined the Communist League of 
America, a predecessor of the Socialist 
Workers Party, in Minneapolis. Dobbs, 
who died !ast year, later served as national 
secretary of the SWP for 19 years. 

A future issue of the Militant will carry 
an article on Scholl's half-century in the 
fight for socialism. · 

MASON FOR PRESIDENT • GONZALEZ FOR FOR VICE-PRESIDENT-

SUPPORT THE SOCIALIST CAMPAIGN 
Order now and begin building the Mason-Gonzalez campaign . 

TAPES ($6 eacn) 
Mason's speech at kick-off rally in St. louis 
Gonzalez's speech at kick-off rally in St. louis 
Gonzalez Speaks Out Against U.S. Foreign Policy 
(English and Spanish) 

BUTTONS (75 cents each or 50 cents each for 10 or more) 
Mason for President Gonzalez for vice-president 
Mason para Presidente Gonzalez para vicepresidente 

PAMPHLETS: 
Maurice Bishop Speaks to U.S. Workers: Why the U.S. Invaded 

Grenada (95 cents) · 
Reagan's War on Women's Rights (95 cents) 
Steelworkers Under Attack (95 cents) 
A Socialist View of the Chicago Election: Forging a Black-Latina-Labor 

Alliance (75 cents) 
"Mason para presidente; Gonzalez para vicepresidente:" a reprint 

from Perspectiva Mundial (6 cents each) 

Posters available soon 

D I am contributing$ ___ to the $84,000 Socialist Workers presi-
dential campaign fund. 

D I would like to be a campaign volunteer. 

Name ------------------------------~--------------------
Address -----------------~-------------------­
City and State ----------------------------------------­

Zip ------------- Tel. -----------
(paid for by the Socialist Workers Presidential Campaign Committee) 6 

To order I send check or money order to Mason for President, 14 Charles 
ln., New York, N.Y. 10014. Please specify English or Spanish language 
material. 

L-------SOCIAUST WORKERS '84 CAMPAIG:N--------1 
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SCLC, unions back Marroquin 
in fight against deportation 

Within the next several weeks the U.S. 
s ·upreme Court is expected to rule on the 
case of Mexican-born socialist, Hector 
Marroquin, who is fighting Washing­
ton's six-year attempt to deport him be-
cause of his political ideas. · 

Marroquin is demanding that the Im­
migration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) grant him political asylum. He is 
also demanding that his application for 
permanent residence based on his mar­
riage to a U.S. citizen be granted. The 
INS refuses to grant permanent resi­
dency in the hopes that the Supreme 
Court will issue an adverse decision that 
will force Marroquin to leave the United 
States before any action on his appliCa­
tion for permanent residence is taken. 

Marroquin is currently on a nation­
wide tour sponsored by the Political 
Rights Defense Fund (PROF). On his 
tour, Marroquin is meeting with and 
asking support from the union move­
ment, Black and Latino organizations, 

· women's rights groups, and all other 
supPQrters of democratic rights. 

In last week's Militant we reported on 
a very successful February 4 rally in de­
fense of Marroquin in Washington, D.C. 
Excerpts from messages sent to . that 
rally and a letter recently sent to the INS 
in support of Marroquin's fight are re­
printed below. 

In addition, the entire resolution 
adopted by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference's 26th annual 
convention in support of Marroquin's 
case is reprinted. 

PROF is asking Marroquin's support­
ers to step up efforts to get messages sent 
demanding that the INS grant him per­
manent residence and stop the attempt 
to deport him. 

Letters an~ telegrams should be di­
rected to Alan Nelson, Commissioner, 

_ INS, Washington, D.C. 20536. Please 
send copies to PROF, P.O. Box 649, 
New York, N.Y. 10003. Phone calls to 
the INS should be directed to (202) 633-
1900. 

SCLC 
Resolution adopted at 26th annual 
conventio .. 

We recognize that present U.S. immi­
gration policy is discriminatory to refugees 
from repressive governments friendly to 
the U.S. as well as refugees of color. These 
immigrants are routinely denied asylum 
under the guise that they are "economic 
refugees" and not "political refugees." 
This policy has particularly heinous effects 
on the Haitian immigrants who are impris­
oned in concentration camps and denied 
their basic human rights. 

In this spirit we support Hector Marro­
quin's appeal for political asylum currently 
being heard in the Supreme Court as it has 
implications for all Caribbean and Central 
American immigrants. We also urge quick 
and fundamental changes in current immi­
gration and ·naturalization policies so that 
they are sensitive and fair to all people. 

We also oppose the Simpson-Mazzoli 
Bill because. of its discriminatory implica­
tions and that it would create a sub-class of 
citizens. 

In its attempt to grant legal status to the 
undocumented, this bill would set up ana­
. tional identification system which would 
potentially deprive citizens of their con­
stitutional guarantees of privacy, due pro-
cess and equal protection. · 

John De Mars 
Special Assistant, Peace Programs and 
International Relations, National 
Education Association 

For Hector and for many of his support­
ers, the usefulness of this long and trying 
process is found in the belief that this has 
been, above all, a struggle for fairness and 
equity. It has been clear since the outset 
that Hector's case was an irritant to U.S. 
immigration; a review of the record makes 
plain that an element of arbitrariness has 
held sway in the government's decisions. 

It is my hope that we may soon hear the 
good news ... the news that our citizenry 
has been expanded to include a courageous 
and persistent fighter. 

David Fontaine 
Assistant to the Director, Upper South 
Department, International Ladies' Gar­
ment Workers' Union 

It is obvious that the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. is determined to in- · 
suit the very meaning, that America is a 
land of refuge. 

Hector Marroquin is an outspoken 
leader for freedom and a courageous voice 

Hector Marroquin 
tour schedule 

The following is the February and March 
itinerary of Hector Marroquin's national 
speaking tour: 

Charleston, W. Va. Feb. 15-17 
Louisville, Ky. 18-21 
Greensboro, N.C. 25-28 
Newport News, Va. Feb . .29-March 3 
Los Angeles 6-9 
San Diego 10-12 
Seaside and San Jose, Calif. 13-18 
Northern California March 28-April 3 

Georgia socialists field candidates 
BY ALISON BECKLEY 

ATLANTA - The Socialist Workers 
party has announced its candidates for the 
U.S. Senate seat currently held by Demo­
(,:rat Sam Nunn and for the 5th Congres­
sional District seat held by Democrat 
Wyche Fowler. 

Susan Winsten, a member of Amalga­
mated Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
Local 365 is the socialist senatorial candi- . 
date, and Maurice Williams, member of 
Local 2127 of the International Brother­
hood of Electrical Workers, is running for 
·Congress. 

At a February 2 news conference that 
was covered by an Atlanta television sta­
tion, the Atlanta Journal , and five area 
radio stations, the candidates spoke out in 
opposition to Washington 's wars in Central 
America and Lebanon, and against the 
U.S. invasion and occupation of Grenada. 
Both candidates announced their plans to 
travel to Nicaragua later this month to par­
ticipate in volunteer work brigades or­
ganized by supporters of the Nicaraguan 
government. "In Nicaragua," said Wil­
liams, "we will witness how our tax dollars 
are financing murderous attacks by the 
CIA." 

Williams said his campaign will explain 
that both the Democratic and Republican 

parties are responsible for war, unemploy­
ment,' union-busting, and racist and sexist 
oppression. He assailed Georgia leaders of 
these two capitalist parties for failing to 
come to the defense of Mary Cater, a Black 
from Cobb County whose home has been 
shot into by racists. 

Williams hit attempts by the wealthy 
families who run this country to prevent 
working people from running for public of­
fice . "Barriers are continually raised by the 
government and the corporations it repre­
sents to prevent workers from pursuing an 
independent political course, separate from 
the Democrats and Republicans," sata 
Williams. He explained that his union won 
him the right to distribute campaign mater­
ials to his coworkers and a 2-week leave of 
absence to make his trip to Nicaragua. 

He stated his campaign's support for the 
right of Blacks to representation in govern­
ment, adding "in 1982 I saw a real example 
of Black political power when I visited rev­
olutionary free Grenada. Under the leader­
ship of then Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop, the government represented work­
ers and farmers, not big business. That's 
why the U.S. government invaded and oc­
cupied the island. We must resist Washing­
ton' s attempts to drag us into another Viet­
nam in the Caribbean and Central America." 
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for liberty. 
Because of this, he is being persecuted. 

We all must be compelled to rally around 
Brother Marroquin in his struggle. 

I join my brothers and sisters in the labor 
movement, who believe in the basic cause 
of freedom and wish Brother Marroquin 
continued strength in his struggle. 

Lou Montenegro 
Midwest Regional Director, 
International Ladies' Garment 
Workers' Union; letter to INS 
Commissioner Nelson 

I am writing to demand that the deporta­
tion proceedings against Hector Marroquin 
be ended. His appeal for political asylum 
should be granted. Hector Marroquin 

Irish freedom fighter battles 
attempt to deport him from U.S. 
BY WILL REISSNER 

NEW YORK- A three-judge panel of 
the federal court of appeals here heard 
final arguments on February 8 in former 
Irish Republican Army member Michael 
O'Rourke's appeal to overturn a deporta­
tion order against him. 

O'Rourke, who has been held in prison 
without bail since October 31 , 1979, is 
charged with overstaying his visitor's visa. 
He is the longest imprisoned person in the 
history of the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS). 

O'Rourke is fighting deportation to Ire­
land, where he would face a return to 
prison for his involvement in the struggle 
to end British rule in Northern Ireland. He 
is seeking permanent resident status in the 
United States, based on his marriage to a 
U.S . citizen and his compliance with U.S. 
laws between his arrival in the United 
States on February 16, 1978, and his arrest 
on October-31 , 1979. · 

A native of Dublin, O'Rourke joined the 
IRA following a visit to Northern Ireland in 
1971', where he was shocked by the treat­
ment of the nationalist population in that 
British-ruled enclave. 

Trained as an engineer, he ran a factory_ 
that produced weapons for IRA use against 
the British Army in Northern Ireland. 

In 1975 O'Rourke was arrested in the 
formally independent south oflreland, and 
was sentenced to six years' imprisonment 
for possession of explosives. After a year 
in a maximum security jail, O'Rourke es­
caped and lived underground in Ireland 
until February 1978. 

With the Irish police closing in on him, 
O'Rourke came to the United States, where 
he settled in Philadelphia and lived quietly 
until his arrest. 

As part of a broader campaign against 
supporters of the Irish freedom struggle, 
the U.S. government has gone to extraordi­
nary lengths to secure O'Rourke' s deporta­
tion. U.S . Attorney Thomas Moseley ac-

knowledged at the February 8 hearing that 
Washington's diplomatic relations with the 
British and Irish governments have a major 
bearing on the government's determination 
to pursue this case. 

In 1981, when O'Rourke had his first 
trial in an INS court, the presiding judge 
gave strong indications that he would rule 
positively on O'Rourke's petition for per­
manent resident status. But as the judge left 
the court on May 22, 1981 , he discovered 
he was being followed by a car, which pur­
sued him for 120 miles along country 
roads. 

Stating that he had been "unjustly har­
assed and intimidated," the judge removed 
himself from the case. It was discovered 
that the drivers of the car were INS agents. 

The next judge assigned to the case ruled 
against O'Rourke, setting the stage for the 
appeal and the February 8 hearing. 

Before a courtroom filled with support­
ers of O'Rourke's petition to remain in the 
United States, O'Rourke's attorney argued 
that his activities in Ireland were politically 
motivated and were part of a long tradition 
of struggle for Irish independence. U.S. 
immigration law provides an exclusion for 
deportation for people who would suffer 
persecution for their political activities in 
their native countries. 

Ironically, by holding O'Rourke in jail 
for four years and three months already, 
the INS has insured that O'Rourke has al­
ready spent more time behind bars than he 
would have had he served his entire sen­
tence in Ireland. 

O'Rourke's case is an important one for 
every victim of the INS's political harass­
ment. Among those on hand to show their 
solidarity was Hector Marroquin, a Mexi­
can-born socialist who is also fighting at­
tempts by the INS to deport him for his po­
litical ideas. 

Andrea Gonzalez, the Socialist Workers 
candidate for U.S. vice-president, was also 
there to lend her campaign's support'. 

Spring anti-apartheid actions set 
Continued from back page 
South Africa. 

• Opposition to the Reagan administra­
tion's policy of forgi~g closer political, 
military, and economic ties with South Af­
rica. 

• Linking the struggles against apart­
heid and racism in the United States, em­
phasizing April 4 commemorations of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

• Support for all victims of apartheid 
and a call for the release of South African 
and Namibian political prisoners. 

• Support for a cultural and sports 
boycott of South Africa. 

Activities will include rallies and teach­
ins on March 21 to mark the anniversary of 
the 1960 Sharpeville massacre, when un­
armed Black protesters against the racist 
Pass Laws were gunned down by the South 
African regime. 

On April 4, participants intend to distri-

bute black armband& symbolizing solidar­
ity with those who have died in the strug­
gles against apartheid and U.S. racism. 

Conference participants also voted to 
make April 6 a day of protests against ex­
ecutions by the apartheid regime. The 
South African liberation organization, the 
African National Congress (ANC), has 
called on supporters to protest the sched­
uled execution of Benjamin Moloise, an 
ANC supporter who was framed up for the 
murder of a cop in South Africa. 

The conference agreed to also support 
the call by the Pan Africanist Congress of 
South Africa to observe April 6 as the 25th 
anniversary of its founding. 

Among those who a<tdressed .the confer­
ence was David Ndaba, representative of 
the ANC observer mission to the UN. 

Activists plan to hold another meeting in 
May to assess the weeks of action and to 
plan for further activities. 



'Mondale is enemy 
of independence. 
for Puerto Rico' 
BY ANDREA GONZALEZ 

On February 5 Walter Mondale, the 
front-runner for the Democratic Party pres­
idential nomination, visited Puerto Rico . 
Mondale was there to hustle votes for the 
Democratic Party nominating convention. 

His staff hailed the visit as a major suc­
cess, since Mondale, they said, had man­
aged to sidestep the central question of the 
political status of Puerto Rico. 

But did he? 
Mondale talked a great deal about letting 

Puerto Ricans decide for themselves, but 
he made clear that the only "choice" the 
Puerto Rican people have is the "right" to 
decide between statehood and the current 
commonwealth status. Mondale believes 
that Puerto Ricans should determine no 
more than the form in which they remain 
subjugated to the United States. 

At a rally in Bayamon, Mondale talked 
about "our country ." But Puerto Rico is not 
part of Mondale's nation, nor is it a 
sovereign country. Puerto Rico is a colony 
of the United States , and has been since 
1898. Today it remains economically, 
politically, and militarily dominated by 
U.S . imperialism. 

While Puerto Ricans elect a government 
for the island, it has only those powers ex­
pressly delegated to it by the U.S. Con­
gress. 

All the most important powers - for~ 

eign relations, military, printing money, 

and regulating commerce, industry, and 
banking- are directly exercised by Wash­
ington. 

Puerto Rico is owned lock, stock, and 
barrel by Wall Street. It is a source of 
cheap labor and a captive market for the 
U.S. capitalists who reap superprofits from 
the labor of Puerto Rican workers. · 

Businesses in Puerto Rico pay no taxes, 
while working people are hit with .a tax 
burden that rivals that of U.S . workers. 

Unemployment in Puerto Rico is much 
worse than in the United States. During the 
recent depression, it peaked at more than 
25 percent. In December 1983, it was still 
more than 20 percent. 

The people are so poor that more than 
half the population participates in th~ fed­
eral food-stamp program, compared to 
about 10 percent in the United States . 

·Slum housing in New York would look 
like luxury villas to thousands in Puerto 
Rico. Many are forced to live in little 
shacks made of tin and cardboard, without 
plumbing or running water, in unsanitary 
and overcrowded conditions. 

The Pentagon uses Puerto Rico as a stra­
tegic military outpost aimed against the in­
dependence of all the semicolonial nations 
of the region. U.S. military installations 
dot the island, covering 13 percent of its 
territory. There are thousands of U.S . 
troops on the island, including the U.S. 
National Guard, which has been used to 

SWP vice-presidential candidate Andrea Gonz8lez (left) charges Mondale (right) en-
dorsed colonial status for-Puerto Rico in his campaign trip to island. . 1 

break strikes and crush pro-independence 
uprisings. 

Puerto Rico was used as a springboard 
for the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba 
and the 1965 invasion of the Dominican 
Republic. In 1981, U.S . forces practiced 
for the invasion of Grenada on Puerto 
Rican territory. There have been repeated 
accusations that National Guard units from 
Puerto Rico have been part of U.S. maneu­
vers in Honduras in preparation for an in­
vasion of Nicaragua or El Salvador. 

Advocates of Puerto Rican indepen­
dence are systematically hounded bot.h by 
the U.S. and the local administration. IIi 
recent years, the government has taken to 
calling them before grand juries - secret 
star chamber proceedings where you aren't 
even allowed to have a lawyer - and 
throwing them in jail for years for the 
"crime" of exercising their constitutional 

right to refuse to testify. 
Others have been set up by provocateurs 

and murdered by cops, as has now been ad­
mitted in the case of the 1978 . Cerro 
Maravilla shootings of two young indepen­
dence fighters. 

Mondale' s visit did call attention to the 
impact of U.S. policies on Puerto Rico. 
Mondale referred to the curren~ U.S. ·poli­
cies as "a dagger in the heart of Puerto 
Rico." But the U.S. dagger in Puerto 
Rico's heart did not begin with Reagan. It 
goes back ~6 years and is a result of ruling­
class policies carried out by both capitalist 
parties - the Democrats and Republicans. 
It ' s been a bipartisan defense of imperialist 
profits at the expense of the interests of 
Puerto Rican workers and farmers. 

Milw. socialists challenge prowar opponents 

For the people of Puerto Rico, a choice 
between statehood and commonwealth 
status, as Mondale offers, is a choice be­
tween a dagger in the heart or a switch­
blade to the throat. The people of Puerto 
Rico will never be able to escape from the 
impoverishment and repression they face 
until they are free from U.S. imperialist 
domination. 

BY NANCY COLE 
MILWAUKEE - Unionist Dennis 

Kelln is running as the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate in the special' election to 
fill the seat of Democratic Congressman 
Clement Zablocki, who died in December. 
A total of 12 candidates are in the race for 
the 4th Congressional District slot. The 
Democratic and Republican primaries are 
February 21 and the general election April 
3. 

Kelln, a member of Allied Industrial 
Workers Local 232, is a worker at Briggs 
and Stratton, the scene of a bitter strike for 
three months last year. 

Zablocki was chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee and an outspo­
ken supporter of Washington's bipartisan 
imperialist policies, including the Vietnam 
War. 

Seeking the vote that returned Zablocki 
to Congress in every election since I 947, 
the six Democratic contenders are each 
claiming they can best fill the late con­
gressman's shoes . 

Milwaukee is a starkly segregated city, 
and the 4th C. D., encompassing the South 
Side along with several suburban areas, has 
the image of being white and conservative. 

The New York Times obituary on Za­
blocki quoted him on his "hard-working, 
blue-collar constituents": "They're sup­
portive of a strong national defense, and 
they are fiercely anti-Communist , and in 
that respect I reflect their views to aT." 

Kelln' s campaign is challenging this 
myth. 

He explains that the 4th C. D. - like the 
rest of the United States- is divided along 
class lines . "The working-class majority of 
the 4th C.D. shares interests with Black 
workers on the North Side as well as With 
workers in the rest of the country and the 
world," says Kelln . "And those interests 
are diametrically opposed to the Demo­
crats' prowar policies, which only serve 
the interests of the corporate bosses that are 
also waging war against U.S. workers." 

Some of the city's big industrial plants 
are in this district, such as Allen Bradley, · 
which employs 2,500 workers organized 
by the United Electrical Workers union. 

The 4th C.D. also includes the near 
South Side, which is the city's Latino com­
munity, as well as a sizable Latino commu­
nity in Waukesha. 

Kelln visited Nicaragua in December 

where he participated in the international 
coffee brigades . Volunteers from around 
the world are helping the Nicaraguan 
people harvest their coffee and cotton crops 
to compensate for the defense mobilization 
made necessary by U.S.-backed counter­
revolutionary attacks. 

Kelln had traveled in Nicaragua in the 
days of the U.S.-backed dictatorship of 
Anastasio Somoza and he lived for several 
years in other areas of Latin America. He 
uses every opportunity possible in his cam­
paign to get out the truth about the new rev­
olutionary Nicaragua and the destruction 
that Washington is organizing and financ­
ing there. 

The three major Democratic candidates 
-one of whom is sure to be the next con­
gressman - are state senators Gerald 
Kleczka and Lynn Adelmann and Mil­
waukee County District Attorney E. 
Michael McCann . All support a "strong de­
fense," which means less military "w_aste," 
and a build-up of non-nuclear arms - like 
the ones Washington is using to bombard 
the Lebanese people. At the same time they 
also support a bilateral, verifiable, nuclear 
weapons freeze in order to give the ap­
pearance of being "peace" candidates. 

Kelln was on strike last year with 8,000 
of his Briggs coworkers. The strike ended ' 
when the company succeeded in ramming a 
concessions contract down their throats . 

"No Democratic or Republican politi­
cian said one sympathetic word to us dur­
ing that difficult strike ," says Kelln. "Cops 
were sent to intimidate and arrest picketers. 
The big-business news media lie,d about the 
real strike issues . And, although many 
workers in the area realized the stakes in 
our strike and backed us, labor solidarity 
rendered by Milwaukee's unions was too 
little, too late." 

Kelln concludes, "Employers are en­
gaged in a united war against workers, 
from Milwaukee to the copper mines in the 
Southwest, from the grocery chains in New 
Jersey to the coffee plantations of 
Nicaragua. We · can't fight back 
adequately, no matter how hard we_ fight, 'if 
we are not united among ourselves. We 
need solidarity among all workers and our 
allies. And we need a political party of our 
own - a labor party based on a fighting 
trade union movement- that sides with us 
in our battles with the employers." 

Kelln raised these ideas at two debates 
he participated in - one in Waukesha 

sponsored by La Casa de Esperanza, and 
the other on the South Side cosponsored by 
the Allied Council of Senior Citizens and 
the Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups. 
Several other debates have been undemoc­
ratically restricted to only the six Demo­
cratic and four Republican candidates. 

The 12th candidate is Rick Kissell, a 
Socialist Party leader running as the Labor 
and Farm Party candidate . 

Kelln was forced to run a write-in cam­
paign because the special election call al­
lowed only three weeks for gathering the 
l ,000-2,000 signatures required. 

During those three weeks, Kelln was on 
his way to Nicaragua and socialist cam­
paign supporters here were completing a 
drive to place the name of garment worker 
Chris Rayson on the February 21 nonparti­
san primary ballot for mayor of Mil­
waukee. 

If Mondale were reillly interested in 
guaranteeing the people of Puerto Rico 
control over their own destiny, he would 
propose a law renouncing all U.S. control 
over Puerto Rico. He'd call for withdraw­
ing the U.S . cops, courts, military bases, 
and agencies from . Puerto Rico, and for 
turning over U.S . corporate holdings to the 
local. government. That's what the 
Socialist Workers campaign stands for. 

Only under those conditions would the 
people of the island be free to determine for 
themselves what they will do with their 
country. 

Andrea Gonuilez is the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for vice-president of the 
United States. She is Puerto Rican and a 
member of the editorial board of Perspec­
tiva Mundial, a biweekly Spanish-lan­
guage sister publication of the Militant. 

Protests hit racist, sexist judge 
BY JOHN OLMSTED 

DETROIT - A suburban Detroit judge 
has made it official and unusually explicit 
- racism and sexism are legitimate ex­
cuses for murder. 

Frederick Luna, a 43-year-old white 
pharmacist, murdered · his wife Judy on 
Feb. 5, 1981. At the recently concluded 
trial, he admitted he carefully planned out 
the murder and then proceeded to cut her 
up with an ax. Why? She had been seeing 
another man. 

The presiding judge, James Daner, 
explained why he felt that what Luna had 
done was not murder but a lesser charge, 
manslaughter: 

"Here's the defendant then, for the first 
time, faced with the horribleness of an in­
fidelity . Not only an infidelity - and I do 
not wish to be called a racist, but we are in 
a court of law and a spade has to be called 
a spade - but an infidelity with a Black 
man ." 

The judge also sympathetically pointed 
out that Luna was carrying out his interpre­
tation of god's will. Luna "became an ar- 1 

dent Bible reader who would interpret the 
Bible literally." Luna is a Jehovah ' s Wit­
ness, a denomination that follows a fun­
damentalist interpretation of the Bible in 
which adulterers are stoned to death. 

Last year, in the Detroit area, another 
judge let two murderers off scot free for the 

beating death of Vincent Chin, a young 
Asian-American . That verdict sparked an 
international storm of protest, which re­
sulted in new indictments against the two. 
The American Citizens for Justice, who or­
ganized around the Chin case, called Judge 
Daner' s ruling "outrageous." 

Joseph Madison, national director of the 
NAACP voter education project, re­
sponded to the judge's ruling in the Luna 
case: "His legal opinion cheapens the life 
of white women who find themselves as­
sociated in an intimate manner with Black 
men." 

Responding to the judge's claim that his 
racist and antiwoman statements reflected 
Luna's "sense of values," and not his own, 
Madison said, "Even though it may not be 
the judge's own personal opinion, it up­
holds the sickness in a white-male-domi­
nated society." The NAACP has called for 
an investigation. 

Carol King, director ofthe Great Lakes 
region of the National Organization for 
Women, stated, "I think that Judge Daner's 
statement is an example of how deep 
sexism and racism run in our society. It's 
as if somehow, it's justified to murder your 
wife if she is . having an affair; and that if 
it's with a Black man, you can take the ax 
to her a couple more times." 

The judge's office has been picketed by 
, protesters demanding Daner's ouster. 
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Nicaraguan youth demand lower voting age 
BY MICHAEL BAUMANN 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua - "My son 
Oscar was 12 when he fought in the insur­
rection in Somotillo. Now he's 17 and a 
member of the militias. And you're going 
to tell me he. can't vote?" says Panfilo Jose 
Orozco, a 71-year-old carpenter in the 
working-class district of Monsefior Lez­
cano. 

When Juan Ramon Vargas was 16, he 
was fighting in a reserve battalion with a 
lot of other 16-year-olds. Today a welder at 
the IMEP metal fabrication shop, Ram6n 
Vargas says, "if I'd been told then that I 
couldn't vote, I'd have considered it a 
brutal injustice." 

They are not alone in expressing this 
sentiment. LiUie attention is being paid to 
the right-wing · campaign urging that sol­
diers be prevented from voting or that 
counterrevolutionary leaders like Eden 
Pastora (Commander Zero) be invited back 
to run for office. The hot debate going on 
in· workplaces and neighborhoods is, "how 
old should you be to vote?" 

Preliminary proposals have been an­
nounced for the 1985 elections, the first 
free elections in Nicaragua's history. They 
include electing a president and vice-presi­
dent to replace the current National Junta, 
electing a 90-member parliament to replace 
the Council of State, and setting the mini­
mum voting age at 18. 

Many people, including 16- and 17-
year-old soldiers, reservists, and militia 
members, think the voting age is too high. 

, And they are making their voices heard. 
On January 3I, when 600 leaders of the 

Managua Sandinista Defense Committee 
discussed voting age in a city-wide assem­
bly, they concluded it should be lowered, 
perhaps as low as 15. 

In a public statement explaining this , 
they said: "young people of 15 and even 
children have participated in the struggle. 
against the dictatorship, and today they are 
taking part in the political, military, and 
economic battle to improve conditions in 
the country." 

The Sandinista Youth has begun to or­
ganize demonstrations and a petition cam­
paign to win the right to vote for 16- and 
17-year-olds. The petition - headlined 
"We are building the country. We want to 
vote!"- is being circulated in buses, mar­
ketplaces, and work centers. 

Sandinista Youth leaders announced 
February 7 they intend to gather as many as 
200,000 signatures and present them to the 
Council of State before it makes a final de­
cision on voting age on February 21. 

Opinion samples conducted by the San­
dinista daily Barricada in various parts Df 
the country indicate wide approval for low­
ering the voting age. Most people are 
suggesting 16. 

Strongest opposition comes from the 
right-wing parties and their mouthpiece, 
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the reactionary daily LaPrensa. 
Unswayed by the argument that if people 

are old enough to fight, they're old enough 
to vote, La Prensa responds: if they are in 
uniform, all the more reason to exclude 
them. Members of the army, reserves, and 
militias shouldn't be allowed to vote be­
cause they are just "the armed wing". of the 
Sandinista National Liberation Front 
(FSLN). 

"Civilians to the polling booths, soldiers 
to the barracks" is their slogan for the elec­
tions. 

Commander Hugo Torres, political . di­
rector of the Sandinista army, answered 
this argument February 7. It is int~resting 
to note, he said, that those who call the 
loudest for denying the vote to the army 
"are precisely those who do not participate 
in the defense of our country." 

We are not an army of the rich, he said. 
We are an army "made up almost entirely 
of students, workers, and peasants," an 
army whose origin was not forced recruit­
ment but volunteers who joined to fight the 
dictatorship. We fight today "not for pay 
or bonuses but because of a clear con­
sciousness of the need to fight for free­
dom." 

How can anybody say we're the armed 
wing of a particular party?, Torres asked. 

"When peasants are kidnapped, workers 
are murdered, women raped, and towns 

Militant/Fred Murphy 
High-school students like these fought in 1979 insurrection in Nicaragua. Youth are 
,asking that voting age for upcoming national elections be lowered to include them. 

shelled, we head to the front lines without 
asking about the victims' political point of 
view, or for a card showing what party they 
belong to." 

Conservative Party member Rafael Cor­
dova Rivas , who is a member of the three~ 
person National Junta and considered 
something of a maverick in his party, 

explained bluntly why the right-wing 
didn't want the voting age lowered any fur-
ther. . 

"Given the political reality," he said in a, 
January 30 interview with La Prensa, 
"somewhere between 90, 92, 95 , or 96 per­
cent of the young people are with the San­
dinistas." 

Marchers call for 16-year-old· vote 
BY JON HILLSON 

ESTELl, Nicaragua - Led by chanting 
groups of young people, hundreds demon­
strated here January 28 to demand the vot­
ing age for Nicaragua's upcoming elec­
tions be set at 16. 

The march was organized by the San­
dinista Youth, .the committee of mothers of 
heroes and martyrs, and the Nicaraguan 

Women's Association (AMNLAE) . 
The march wound its way through Es­

teli's barrios, where thousands of teen- . 
agers fought bloody battles with the hated 
National Guard of defeated dictator Anas­
tasio Somoza in nearly a year of pitched 
battles during the civil war preceding the 
July 1979 victory of the revolution. 

Most barrio dwellers stood at the doors 

of their houses, smiling, waving, and clap­
ping. On the main street of the town, in 
front of the stores, several well-dressed 
merchants and their friends glared stone­
faced at the spirited demonstrators. 

Gov't pushes restart of TMI Unit 1 
l . 

Today, Esteli has three Infantry Reserve 
Battalions defending the country's borders. 
Many members of the reserves are under 
18, as are thousands of students involved in 
coffee and cotton harvests auring their va­
cations. Participation in such activities is 
the main reason behind the demand for a 
voting age of 16. 

BY NEWTON BROWN 
HARRISBURG, Pa. -The restart of 

the Three Mile Island (TMI) nuclear power 
plant as early as June is now possible fol­
lowing a January 27 decision by the Nu­
clear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in 
Washington, D.C. 

The NRC voted 3-2 to make its decision 
on restarting TMI prior to the outcome of a 
criminal trial of TMI' s operator§. 

As the two dissenting NRC commission­
ers noted, this amounted to authorizing a 
restart of the power plant. 

The president of the corporation that op­
erates TMI welcomed the NRC's decision 
and said he "would have prefered-April as 
the possible restarting date." 

An April restart would haye come on the 
heels of the fifth anniversary of the near­
meltdown of TMI's Unit 2, a catastrophe 
that exposed before millions the coverup 
and lies about the dangers of nuclear power 
by the government and the industry. 

When the near-meltdown of Unit 2 oc­
curred in late March 1979, hundreds of 
thousands of nearby residents received 
huge dosages of radiation. 

The other reactor at-TMI, Unit 1, was 
closed for refueling when the catastrophe at 
Unit 2 took place. Since then, because of 
continuing public opposition, officials 
have not permitted Unit I to be restarted. 

But the nuclear power industry, and with 
it the government, are pressing forward on 
their goals: first, to restart the undamaged 
Unit 1 as soon as possible, and second, to 
spend as little as possible on the cleanup of 
Unit 2. 

On the second goal, the NRC has before 
it a request to study the "feasibility" of a 
partial cleanup of Unit 2. Prior to this, the 
Harrisburg Patriot reported, the NRC in­
creased the allowable radiation dosage of 
cleanup workers. This would allow Gen­
eral Public Utilities (GPU), which operates 
the plant, to save a lot of money at the ex­
pense of safety and of w9rkers' health. 

On the drive to restart Unit 1, Dauphin 
County Commissioner Larry Hochech­
doner told the Patriqt the NRC was "re­
moving the last obstacle to . . . a restart 
date" by separating its restart decision from 
the trial of GPU's subsidiary at the time of 

the 1979 catastrophe - Metropolitian Edi-
_son Co. , 

GPU-Met Ed has been charged with fal­
sifying safety records from Unit 2 before 
and after the accident. 

Across the country , from Shoreham on 
Long Island, Zimmer outside Cincinnati, 
Byron in Illinois, to Diablo Canyon in 
California, the nuclear power industry is in 
deep trouble. 

"The litany of troubles," the New York 
Times said, "includes ever more stringent 
regulations, rising construction costs , pub­
lic apprehension over safety and a slacken­
ing demand for electric power in general ." 

Nuclear power plants threaten the safety 
and lives of millions·. They should be 
closed down and converted to coal, which 
can be burned cleanly and safely. 

RegionGov. Carlos Manuel Morales lis~ 
tened to the speeches and received the peti­
tions of the Sandinista Youth, women, and 
mothers' committee leaders on the steps of 
the government building. 

"We agree with your request," he told 
the cheering crowd. 

"The right of a' citizen in Nicaragua 
today means more than putting a little piece 
of paper in a box to vote," he said. "It 
means working, building a new society, 
making sacrifices to ensure our future, de­
fending our homeland in production and 
defense. You have won this right with your 
blood and sacrifice." 

Morales, a member of the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front since 1969, said 
the upcoming elections would "in­
stitutionalize our revolution. They are an 
example of popular democracy." 

Unions' antibankruptcy suit voided 
BY GEORGE JOHNSON 

A suit by three unions to stop Continen­
tal Airlines' use of the bankruptcy laws to 
void union contracts has been turned down 
by a federal judge. 

The ruling, a bad precedent for the labor 
movement, is sure to encourage other cor­
porations to use the bankruptcy laws as a 
pretext for breaking union contracts. 

The three unions - the International As­
sociation of Machinists (lAM), Air Line 
Pilots Association, and Union of Flight At­
tendants - have been on strike against 
Continental for months. The lAM struck in 
August, and the other two unions went out 
in October. 

Continental filed for reorganization 
under Chapter 11 of the bankruptcy code 
on September 24. The unions petitioned to 
void the bankruptcy suit, and the federal 
judge - ruling in Houston, where Conti­
nental's main corporate headquarters are 
located - denied the unions' petition Jan­
uary 17. 

The unions charged that Continental' s 
sole purpose in filing under Chapter 11 was 
to void its labor contracts. But the judge 
cited the company's obligations "to its 

shareholders and creditors" in dismissing 
the unions' challenge. 

When Continental filed under Chapter 
II , it fired two-thirds of its 12,000 workers 
and cut pay by half. The company cut ser­
vice to a number of cities, but now claims it 
is flying about 64 percent of its pre-Sep­
tember passenger-miles. 

Talks between the company and the 
pilots. union have been broken off twice by 
Continental, which refuses to fire strike­
breakers hired since September. 

On January 28, about 400 unionists · 
joined picket lines at Continental's facili­
ties in Los Angeles. Participating were 
many United Auto Workers members who 
were on strike at McDonnell-Douglas, plus 
contingents from the lAM; Oil, Chemical 
and Atomic Workers; Boilermakers; and 
other unions. 

Teamsters in California are refusing to 
service Continental planes. 

In late January, Continental launched 
yet another antiunion attack, filing a $250-
million suit against the lAM for allegedly 
stuffing ballot boxes in a strike vote, The 
lAM struck Continental August 13, before 
the company filed under Chapter 11. 
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McDonnell Douglas 
• • Imposes concession 
contract on workers 
BY OLLIE BIVINS 

LOS ANGELES - By a more than 95 
to 5 ratio, striking aerospace workers at 
McDonnell Douglas agreed February 9 to 

· accept a concession contract and return to 
work on February 13 . Almost the exact 
same contract had been rejected by large 
percentages in two previous votes. 

The contract imposes a series of conces­
sions on the union. The most serious and 
far-reaching is the establishment of a two­
tier wage structure. There are now two 
categories of employees. Those hired in the 
future will never reach the same wage level 
as workers employed by the aerospace 
company before the strike began . This is a 
dangerous move that the aerospace bosses 
would like to generalize throughout the in­
dustry . 

The contract also calls for a 3 percent 
lump-sum bonus payment for each year of 
the three-year contract rather than the pre­
vious yearly wage increase computed on a 
percentage basis. · Also, highly skilled 
workers will receive wage increases of 
8-72 cents per hour, while lower skilled 
categories may have their basic wage rate 
reduced. Wages of most workers will in 
fact be frozen at the prestrike level. 

The strike, the longest in McDonnell 
Douglas history, was a hard-fought battle 
between the United Auto Workers (UAW) 
Local 148 and a company ready io go to 
any length to get a concession contract. 

In Local 148's attempt to break the pat­
tern of givebacks imposed on aerospace 
workers , they stayed out 115 days and only 
went back when they thought it was a 
choice of either accepting the contract or 
losing their jobs and union . 

will be recalled. 
Aerospace business analysts predict that 

because of the strike McDonnell Douglas 
will be able to produce only 40 of its MD-
80 jets this year rather than the 60 it had 
hoped for. Each MD-80 sells for about $25 
million . 

The strike vote was preceeded by a 
march and rally February 7 of thousands of 
McDonnell Douglas strikers and their sup­
porters. Other unionists represente~ in the 
demonstration included auto workers, 
teachers, farm workers, retail clerks, 
longshoremen,· Continental Airlines work­
ers, and transit workers. 

The demonstrators were militant and 
disciplined as they marched three miles 
past the plant to a rally and picnic. On the 
march, demonstrators stopped in front of 
the executives' office building and 
chanted, "We want a contract," and waved 
banners and signs as they jeered those 
watching from the windows and rooftops 
of the plant. 

The featured speaker at the rally was 
Cesar Chavez, United Farm Workers union 
president, who congratulated Local148 for 
standing up to the bosses. Chavez told the 
crowd, "Brothers and sisters, as we stand 
here with you today we cannot but admire 
your courage." · 

One striker said, "The people here are 
going to go back with their heads up." 

Workers are ready to continue the fight. 
At the vote meeting, Local 148 President 
Bob Berghoff announced to loud cheers 
that first -shift workers would march to­
gether into the plant February 13 to begin 
work. 

With the end of the strike, workers are 
beginning to discuss some of its lessons. 

' MilitanUEiizabeth Stone 
February 7 march by UA W members and supporters in Long Beach; Despite hard­
fought battle by ranks and local leadership, aerospace giant imposed takeaway con-
tract. . 

Most workers now have a better apprecia­
tion of the antiunion aims of the McDon­
nell Douglas bosses. Their objective is to 
qualitatively weaken the union. That's the 
significance of the company's firm demand 
for a two-tier contract. Such a contract not 
only lowers the bosses' labor costs but it 
divides and weakens solidarity among all 
workers·. 

Many workers are also discussing the 
role the international UAW leadership 
played in the strike. As the going got 
tough, the top officials in Detroit placed 
pressure on the local leadership to sell the 
original concession contract. 

In addition, although the strike had offi­
cial authorization, little national solidarity 
work was done by the international. The 
lack of effective solidarity is a reason why 
so many strikers eventually crossed the 
picket line. 

By holding out against the company's 
giveback demands as long as the union 
members did, Local148 began to focus at­
tention in the entire labor movement on 
some of these important questions. 

At the same time, Local 148 set an ex­
ample in its effort to reach out for solidarity 
from other unions during the strike. Two 
rallies were held in the course of the strike 
that brought together Continental Airlines 
pilots and flight attendants, strikers from 
the International Ladies'. Garment Work­
ers' Union, Greyhound strikers, and 
others. 

Local 148 members also went to the air­
port to join a demonstration sponsored by 
the Continental workers. 

Solidarity of this kind can and must be 
multiplied in future strikes as more workers 
begin to see the need to stand together 
against concession contracts. Like Greyhound, Continental Airlines , 

and many other companies, McDonnell 
Douglas turned to union-busting to break 
the strike . They began hiring scabs in large 
numbers and told strikers they would lose 
their jobs if they did not return to work by 
January 27. Under the threat of losing their 
jobs, hundreds of workers went back to 
work. When the strike began last October 
there were 4,600 members of the local. By 
the time of the February vote, there were 
fewer than 2,500 on strike. 

W~isen fights for USWA ballot spot 

Under the settlement all the strikers will 
get their jobs back and not lose any senior­
ity . It is also expected that many workers 
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BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 
In an effort to deny a democratic election 

and derail the development. of fightback 
sentiment, the "official family" leadership 
of the United Steelworkers of America 
(USW A) has denied reform candidate Ron 
Weisen a ballot spot in the March 29 spec­
ial election for international union presi­
dent. 

To appear on the ballot a candidate must 
receive the nominations of Ill USW A loc­
als.· On February 8 USWA international 
tellers reported the following . vote totals: 
acting Pres. Lynn Williams, 2,001; Trea­
surer Frank McKee, 985; and Weisen, 75 . 
- Weisen, president of USWA Local 1397 

at U.S . Steel Homestead Works, filed a 
formal challenge to the tellers' report at 
USW A headquarters in Pittsburgh on Feb­
ruary 13 . 

Mike Stoudt, a Local 1397 grievance 
committee member and Weisen supporter, 
told the Militant, "We never go dowri with­
out a fight." He asserted that international 
union officials have never .concealed their 
intention to keep Weisen off the ballot. 

Prior to the release of the tellers' report, 
Weisen supporters claimed 135local nomi­
nations. According to Stoudt the discre­
pancy in vote totals is the result of simple 
ballot theft . 

The Weisen forces are still going 
through the voluminous data included in 
the tellers' report. However, they already 
know of locals where Weisen won the 
nomination that the tellers' report lists as 
having voted for Williams . 

Local 1566 in District 27 voted for 
W eisen over Williams by a vote of 41 to 4. 
The international records Williams as the 
winner. 

At Allegheny Label Local 14714 in Dis­
trict 20, Weisen was the only name put in 
nomination. However, the tellers' report 
states this local's nomination was impro­
per, and it wasn't counted. 

What explains these undemocratic 
moves? Both Williams and McKee are 
long-time members of the official family 
leadership team, elected to top interna­
tional office twice on a joint slate headed 

by former USWA Pres . Lloyd McBride . 
McBride died in November and a sharp 
power struggle developed among the top 
officers and staff over who should replace 
him. · 

McKee puts himself forward as an oppo­
nent of contract concessions to the com­
panies. However, he and Williams sup­
ported the concession contract imposed on 
rank-and-file workers in the basic steel in­
dustry last March. Today Williams too 
says he opposes further concessions -
while justifying those already made. 

McKee also affirms that he now supports 
the right of all steelworkers to vote on their 
contract - a right basic steelworkers do 
not have. McKee and Williams jo~ned 
McBride in opposing that elementary right 
in the past. Williams maintains steadfast 
opposition to it today. 

While attempting to put a more progres­
sive face on his candidacy, McKee has not 
made these issues the key themes of his 
campaign, nor has he aggressively ap­
pealed to the union ranks. Rather McKee's 
campaign has been characterized by a 
backward U.S. chauvinism. 

In a union with over 100,000 members 
in Canada and Quebec, McKee has chal­
lenged Williams' qualifications because he 
is not a U.S. citizen! He and his supporters 
stress the need for more restrictive steel im­
port quotas, including against steel made 
by USW A members in Canada. 

Williams too lays the blame for steel­
workers' problems on "foreign" steel. He 
recently led the union into a joint petition 
with Bethlehem Steel Corp. calling on the 
U.S. government to further restrict im­
ports. He puts himself forward as the natu­
ral successor to McBride and defends the 
policy of cooperating with the employers 
that characterized McBride's term in office 
(and that of all previous USW A interna­
tional presidents). 

Weisen proposes a change. He is a local 
leader, closer to the ranks, who has consis­
tently voted against concessions when they 
were put to a vote among local presidents . 
He says the union should return to the mil­
itant tradition of the 1930s and begin to 
fight back against the corporations. He fa-

vors greater rank-and-file control of union 
affairs. 

The USW A officialdom does not want 
these ideas expressed in the election. They 
are aware that dissatisfaction with the 
union's course is growing in the ranks and 
that a discussion is taking shape. They 
hope to cut it off. This is one reason they 
center debate on who best opposes imports 
- rather than what strategy can defeat the 
owners' takeback drive. 

Some of the dissatisfaction in the union 
ranks was beginning to - be expressed 
through Weisen's campaign. Regardless of 

. the outcome of the March 29 election, the -
W eisen campaign is contributing to the de­
velopment of an organized fightback cur­
rent in the ranks. 

Stoudt says that one of the key accom­
plishments of the campaign is that "we 
have set up rank~and-file committees all 
over the country." This development, 
while still initial, · is the first move in this 
direction since the 1981 election cam­
paigns for USW A district directors when 
opposition forces in several districts 
worked together to challenge the policies 
of the official family leadership. 

Today these opposition forces are di­
vided and some, including many in 
Chicago-Gary District · 31 , the union's 
largest, are supporting McKee. However if 
the W eisen forces continue to organize and 
look beyond the March 29 election, to the 
more long-term fight to change the union, 
progress can be made . 

Top USW A officials are well aware that 
the special March 29 election will be fol­
lowed by a regular union presidential elec­
tion a year and a half later in November 
1985. They seek to keep W eisen off the 
ballot today to prevent the development of 
any opposition momentum toward the 
1985 election. Fighting this undemocratic 
exclusion is also part of preparing for 
1985. 

Meanwhile, all those who consider 
themselves supporters of democracy in the 
USW A, regardless of which candidate they 
favor, have an obligation to speak ciut 
against this latest attack on· the rights of the 
union membership. 
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Why SWP candidates 
say: 'Nationalize 
the steel industry' 
BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 

The big-business press is filled with 
news about the "restructuring" of U.S. in­
dustry . This is a codeword for the radical 
measures taken by the wealthy owners of 
the factories, mines, and mills to improve 
their competitive position and raise the rate 
of profit. 

Nowhere is this clearer today than in the 
steel industry. The owners of the giant steel 
corporations face big difficulties in main­
taining their profit levels in the face of in­
tense competition from steelmakers over­
seas and "minimill" steel owners at home. 

The steel barons have unleashed a new 
round of plant closings, dumping over 
15;000 U.S. Steel employees onto the 
street last December. A short six weeks 
later Big Steel's owners announced a re­
cord loss of over $1 billion in 1983. 

The old saying, "Figures don't lie but 
liars sure cai:l figure," applies here. While 
steel profits are down, much of U.S. 
Steel's "losses" are the result of figure 
juggling and paper shuffling. This was evi­
denced the very next day when Big Steel 
announced it would buy National Steel -
for almost a cool $1 billion. 

The move foretells new attacks on the 
United Steelworkers of America (USWA). 
More mines and mills will be shut down. 
New demands will be made to slash wages 
and benefits, impose new job combinations 
and eliminations resulting in harsher and 
more unsafe working coqditions, and fur­
ther weaken union power on the job. 

What should be done? 

A discussion has started in the USW A. 
about what to do about this. This is part of 
a larger discussion among all working 
people who feel the effects of capitalism's 
economic crisis and profit drive. 

This is an issue in the 1984 U.S. presi­
dential election. USW A and AFL-CIO of­
ficials demand that the government act in 
response to the crisis. They propose a "na­
tional industrial policy," that includes gov­
ernment loans and tax breaks to industry 
and new restrictions on imports. 

Not surprisingly, all Democratic Party 
presidential contenders, in order to woo 
union support, subscribe to one or another 
of these proposals. They argue that such 
measures can help improve the competitive 
position and profits of U.S. big business. 

This is the same reason top labor offi­
cials echo these ideas. They firmly believe 
the capitalist" economic system is not the 

_problem facing workers. They support 
capitalism and think it can be made to work 
"more equitably." They agree that workers 
interests are tied to employer profits. They 
aim to convince workers to make sacrifices 
.to help i~prove profits and promise that 
some benefits will trickle down - al-

. though they caution workers not to have 
great expectations, as U.S. capitalism is 
having a tougher time than in the past. (The 
officials themselves are not doing much 
belt tightening, however, and maintain a 
standard of living well above the average 
worker.) 

' Nationalize U.S. Steel' 

Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez, pres­
idential and vice-presidential candidates of 
the Socialist Workers Party, agree that 
government action is urgently needed. 
However, they propose a radically differ-
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ent kind of action: measures in the interests 
of the majority of society - working 
people. 

"Nationalize U.S. Steel and the entire 
steel industry!" said Mason and Gonzalez 
when Big Steel announced its intention to 
acquire National. l,J.S. Steel's merger is 
part of the very same program as its De­
cember plant shutdowns, the socialists 
explained. Other giant steelmakers, such 
as the owners of Republic Steel and the 
LTV Corp., have identical plans. 

They aim to force steelworkers and 
working-class r.:ommunities to pay the 
price for their relentless profit drive. The 
Militant made the same point in a January 
20 front page editorial titled "Nationalize · 
U.S. Steel; fight to stop concessions." 

The socialist candidates are campaign­
ing for this idea. They are raising it and 
other proposals the labor movement can 
fight for to protect workers from the effects 
of unemployment. These include a shorter 
work week with rio cut in pay to spread 
available work around; a broad and bold 
public works campaign to build housing, 
schools, roads, hospitals, mass transit, and 
other socially useful projects at home and 
abroad; and emergency relief for the job­
less at union wages, as well as a serious job 
retraining program. 

Mason began his national campaign tour 
in the copper towns of Arizona, where the 
USW A is engaged in an important strike. 
Gonzalez is beginning a tour that will take 
her to Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Gary, ­
Chicago, and other USWA strongholds 
where workers will be especially interested 
in the nationalization demand. Special 
sales of the Militant have been organized 
by campaign supporters at steel mills and 
other plant gates. 

Why nationalization? 

Socialist workers, including : USW A 
members, propose that the government 
take the property away from the enormous­
ly wealthy steel barons and run the mills as 
a public service. The industry's private 
owners have demonstrated that they will 
consistently sacrifice the interests of soci­
ety, which certainly require more steel than 
is being produced today, to their need for 
higher profits. 

This is inevitable under capitalism. It is 
the only way any privately owned company 
can do business. But the social cost of 
these actions by the steel bosses is intoler­
able to working people. That is why the 
labor movement should demand that the 
government act to nationalize the steel cor­
porations. 

This demand was discussed in the 
Socialist Workers Party in 1979 at a time of 
acute crisis in two other vital industries: 
energy and rail. The mammoth energy 
monopoly had created an artificial oil shor­
tage to force the price of gasoline and home 
heating oil up and further fuel its already 
sky-high profits. The owners of the giant 
railroads were gutting passenger service 
.Uust as the oil crisis made it even more nec­
essary), cutting back freight service to 
farmers and rural areas, and blackmailing 
rail workers into job cuts, and other con- -
cessions. 

In response, SWP 1980 pFesidential can­
didate Andrew Pulley demanded, 
''Nationalize the oil monopoly and the rail­
roads." This, too, was part of a discussion 
in the labor movement. Many local unions 
and officials took a stand favoring the 
nationalization of the oil industry . 

SWP 1979 resolution 

In 1979 the SWP adopted a political res­
olution that explained: 

"Each rigged shortage, price explosion, 
breakdown, or calamity poses the need for · 
public ownership of and workers control 
over the production and distribution of vital 
goods and services and the hiring and or­
ganization of labor. .. . 

"Socialists demand that the energy and 
rail industries be taken over by the govern­
ment - nationalized - and converted into 
public utilities and public services. 
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U.S. Steel's owners demolish mills (above, Youngstown) and make other decisions 
with n() concern for impact on workers. Socialists say government should take over 
industry. 

"We may also call for public ownership 
when specific events spotlight the 
capitalists' social irresponsibility: if a cor­
poration such as Chrysler or the Milwaukee 
Road claims it cannot afford wage in­
creases, safety and pollution standards, or 
taxes for public services; when it claims it 
must close plants, shift production to new 
locations, and lay off thousands of work­
ers; when it is responsible for environmen­
tal catastrophes, on-the-job disasters, or 
product contamination.~· 

This aptly describes the critical situation 
in the steel industry today. The USW A and 
the labor movement should demand that 
the government demonstrate that the hand­
ful of billionaire families who own and 
dominate most of U.S. industry and fi­
nance cannot act with impunity when they 
make decisions that result in terrible harm 
to tens of thousands of working people. 

As an arsonist sets fires and guts a neigh­
borhood, the steel barons are devastating 
working-class communities across the 
country. Nationalization is an immediate, 
emergency demand on the government to 
bring this to a halt. 

International working-class solidarity_ 

The steel corporations complain that 
they must close plants and lay off workers 
because they cannot sell enough steel at a 
high enough price to suit them. They at­
tempt to enlist steelworkers in a joint cam­
paign to restrict steel imports. If "foreign" 
steel can be kept out of the country, the 
U.S. owners will be able to sell more and, 
they hypocritically claim, keep more work­
ers on the job. 

The USW A officialdom has swallowed 
this argument hook, line, and sinker. But it 
is a dead end. Impoct restrictions are just 
one scheme steel barons use to try to in­
crease profits. Other methods include rig­
ging prices, cutting wages, and driving 
down working conditions. 

All are good for profits. None are good 
for workers. The protectionist, anti-im­
ports campaign (which ttie employers push 
when it suits them - while making what­
ever import deals are profitable) obscures 
the common bond workers share all over 
the world. Japanese, Korean, Brazilian, 
and European steelworkers are all victims 
of the very same employer profit drive. 

Mason and Gonzalez offer proposals 
based on solidarity, a fundamental princi­
ple of the union movement, rather than 
joining with the employers to compete "to­
gether" against workers overseas._ 

The potential market for. steel is im­
mense, particularly on a world scale. Con­
sider the many smaller, poorer countries 
that have been exploited by giant U.S. cor­
poration owners. The owners of U.S. Steel 
and others have looted them of raw mater­
ials and cheap labor for years. These coun­
tries need steel for construction projects, 
consumer goods, etc, The U.S. govern­
ment has a responsibility to provide it. 

It is the private profit drive that restricts 
the market for steel and denies it to coun­
tries that need it. The steel barons will only 
make and sell as much steel as they can at a 
sizable profit. While this imposes 
hardships on workers at home and abroad, 

the steel owners are acting in defense of 
their own class interests - which are com­
pletely at odds with those of most of the 
people of the world. 

The USW A should demand that deci­
sion-making power be taken out of the 
hands of the wealthy steel owners. Instead 
decisions should be based on society's 
needs, But this can only be done if the mills 
are taken out of the hands ·of their private 
owners and run as a public service. Once 
that step is taken, the labor movement can 
press the government to expand steel pro­
duction. 

Cut the price of steel to make essential 
products, such as farm machinery, more 
affordable. Rebuild the cities, especially 
the decaying neighborhoods of Blacks and 
Latinos. Ship steel abroad- particularly 
to countries such as Vietnam and 
Nicaragua, ravaged by U.S. bombs and 
weapons. . 

The fight for nationalization can benefit 
workers and farmers inside and outside the 
United States. Extending the hand of 
friendship and solidarity would be a vast 
improvement over the sorry spectacle of 
well-paid union officials who blame the 
super oppressed and exploited workers in 
South Korea, Brazil, or Mexico, for the job 
loss created by U.S. big-business deci­
sions. 

\ 

Nothing won without a tight 

The fight to nationalize the steel industry 
would be just that - a fight. Supporters of 
Mason and Gonzalez inside the USW A ex­
plain that this will require a break with the 
current policies of the top USW A official­
dom. In place of efforts to conciliate and 
cooperate with the wealthy steel owners (a 
policy of endless concessions benefiting 
the employers) the USWA and othet 
unions should begin to act on the_ under..:' 
standing that employers and workers share 
no common interests. When U.S. Steel 
Chairman David Roderick says the steel in­
dustry should be "saved," he means saving 
profits. When steelworkers say the indus­
try must be saved, they mean saving jobs. 
The two ideas are opposite - not identical. 

This fight for workers interests is an on­
going one - even if the industry is 
nationalized - so long as the tiny class of 
owners of U.S. industry and the banks con­
trol political powet' in this country. 

"Nationalizations by a capitalist govern­
ment do not guarantee that the industry will 
be run openly and in the interests of the 
public," the SWP explained in 1979. 

"In fact the norm is for nationalized en­
terprises to be run by boards of experts and 
commissioners handpicked by the very 
capitalists who milked them dry to begin 
with. They operate behind closed doors to 
guarantee hefty interest payments to their _ 
former owners and other wealthy bond­
holders." 

Mason and Gonzalez propose that the 
steel corporations' books be opened im­
mediately to complete public inspection. 
Workers have a right to the truth about the . 
"losses" the corporations claim, where the 
$1 billion is coming from to buy National 
Steel, and all other relevant information 
about the web of connections between the 



steel companies, other corporations, and 
the banks . 

A nationalized steel industry, say Mason 
and Gonzalez, should be managed by 
boards elected by the public and closely 

. watched over by the unions and environ-· 
mental and consumer groups. Every single 
aspect of the industry should be open to 
public scrutiny. 

Mason and Gonzalez also advocate that 
steelworkers, and all workers, step up their 
fight for control over all conditions of 
work. This is a front on which U.S. Steelis 
pressing hard. 

When it demands smaller crew sizes, 
less premium pay for overtime, more strin­
gent scheduling practices, more contract­
ing out of work in the mills to non-USWA 
labor, and the like, it is demanding greater 
management control - and less union 
power. When steelworkers resist these de­
mands they are, in a partial and limited 
way, demanding greater control by work­
ers. 

That is why the fight for nationalization 
must be coupled with a complete change in 
union strategy. Because the top union offi­
cials tie workers interests to the boss~s' 
profits they oppose struggle against the em­
ployers on any front. Their class col­
laborationist strategy means foregoing the 
modest gains that can be won today, as 
well as the decisive changes workers need. 

This approach led the USW A official­
dom to support the March 1983 concession 
contract that slashed wages and benefits 
and weakened union power in the basic 
steel industry. In the political arena it leads 
to support for candidates of the employer 
parties, the Democrats and Republicans, 
none of whom, it may be noted, have lifted 
a finger to challenge U.S. Steel's plant 
closings. 

A: cltahge in course 

The Militant has consistently opposed 
these policies and explained why they dis­
arm the union movement and prevent it 
from engaging in effective struggle in the 
interests of its membership. The fight for 
nationalization can, under certain condi­
tions, be a part of the fight to get the labor 
movement on the right course - to chal­
lenge the prerogatives of big business wheri 
necessary to defend workers rights. 

However, a Nov . 18, 1983, Militant ar­
ticle titled ~'Will nationalization of industry 
save jobs?" gave a different impression. 
The article may have led some workers to 
conclude that the Militant did not believe 
the demand for nationalization could be 
part of labOr's program today in the fight 
against the effects of the capitalist crisis. 

One premise of the article was quite cor­
rect: there are no individual plant solutions 
to the acute crisis facing steelworkers, or 
any workers. The problems facing workers 
at aging steel mills left to decay while the 
owners invested their money in more pro­
fitable ventures cannot be solved · short of 
radical action to reorganize the entire in­
dustry and economy. 

This is precisely what makes the demand 
for nationalization so timely. In place of 
the breakdown of steel production and the 
calamity inflicted on working-class com­
munities, the USW A can demand decisive 
government action in the interests of work­
ing people. 

However, the November 18 article fo­
cused on the dangers of nationalization as it 
has been used by capitalist governments in 
other countries such as Britain. It argued 
that the government would use nationaliza­
tion to modernize the industry at workers 
expense, restore profitability, and put it 
back in private hands. 

. The article argued that the advanced 
capitalist economy is so integrated that the 
private profit drive cannot be taken out of a 
key industry, such as steel, without getting 
rid of capitalism completely . 

It is, of course, true that the U.S . econ­
omy is highly integrated and that the gov­
ernment- defends the private profit system. 
However, that should not stop the labor 
movement from fighting for immediate 
steps to defend workers from the effects of 
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Workers ~t U.S. Steel's South Works march for jobs in Chicago in 1980. Socialist 
candidates urge unions to mobilize power to tight for nationalization. 

the employer-government austerity drive. 
Uncompromising struggle along these 

lines is the way in which important reforms 
have been won. Such struggles can make a 
vital contribution to raising the level of 
consciousness and organization of the 
working class. They can arm it for the 
broader battle to completely reorganize so­

·ciety by taking political power into its own 
hands. 

But it is likely that, under the blows of 
the capitalist crisis and the uneven way it 
affects different industries, many workers 
will see the need. for public ownership of a 
crisis-ridden industry such as steel, before 
they come to agree with the need to get rid 
of capitalism altogether. 

,.• 

Capitalist resistance 

The powerful labor struggles of the 
1930s forged the industrial unions and 
forced the government to institute social 
security and unemployment insurance. Big 
civil rights battles brought an end to Jim 
Crow segregation. A ·massive antiwar 
movement, and the heroic resistance of the 
Vietnamese people, forced the U.S. gov­
ernment to get out of Vietnam. 

All required a fight. It is this kind of 
fight that Mason and Gonzalez propose the 
labor movement launch today to 

nationalize steel. Then the fight must con­
tinue to insure an end to industry secrecy, 
greater workers control, and production 
and employment levels based on the needs 
of the majority of society. 

In 1979 the SWP explained that 
nationalizations such as those undertaken 
by the capitalist government in Britain "are 
a fraud designed to conceal the subsidiza-

. tion of these capitalist-owned industries, 
which have . been crippled and ruined by 
their profiteering owners, who drain them 
of their resources, run them into the 
ground, and shift their capital to more luc­
rative sectors."· 

Nevertheless, the SWP pointed out, 
"Even in these cases, the capitalists abhor 
the precedent of government takeover, 
which ra~ses the idea of production that is 
not solely for private profit." 

This, too, remains true. Both Democrats 
and Republicans in the White House and 
Congress have attempted to reinforce the 
notion that government should not take re­
sponsibility for services for the good of so­
ciety. That is the meaning of the bipartisan 
cuts in social spending. 

Today all Democratic presidential con­
tenders agree with Reagan on the need to 
cut the budget deficit. What they really 
mean is that the expense of health care, aid 

to the aged and poor, and many oth:er . 
needed social services should be shoul­
dered by individual working people, while 
our taxes are paid out in the billions to the 
Pentagon for military hardware, and the 
banks in interest payments. The Reagan 
administration has taken the lead in an 
ideological campaign to reinforce this idea. 

However, the labor movement cannot 
limit its demands to what the employers 
and their political parties deem "realistic" 
or "affordable." Instead, the unions must 
concern themselves solely with the needs 
of the vast majority and fight for them un-
compromisingly. · ' 

. Labor party needed 

Such a fight cannot be carried out 
primarily on the shop floor or by workers 
in a single industry - much less a single 
plant. Another value of the demand for 
nationalization is that it can win allies for 
the USW A among other working people 
who reacted to U.S. Steel's shutdowns 
with disgust and anger. The idea of punish­
ing the owners of Big Steel for their callous 
actions would be a popular one. 

But the fight for nationalization (or any 
government action) is a political fight. 
Workers are limited today by the lack of a 
political tool- a mass, independent work­
ers party based on the union movement. 
That does not mean the fight must wait 
until a labor party has been formed. 

As the fight to defend workers interests 
deepens on all fronts, the need for such a 
party will become clearer. Large numbers 
of working' people will become convinced 
in struggle that it is not only individual 
capitalist politicians who stand in the way, 
but the capitalist political parties them­
selves. · 

Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez are 
urging workers to rely on their own power 
and that of their independent organizations 
to form a labor party that will challenge the 
employers and the government on every 
issue of concern to working people. This, 
they say, will point to the need to change 
the government and replace it with a gov­
ernment of workers and farmers. 

Such a government will not hesitate to 
mobilize the working class to take the 
mines, mills, and factories out of the hands 
of the private profiteers and put them at the 
service of society. 

Auto _profits soar, workers pay price 
Continued from back page 
expenses in. Some couples were even split 
up. One worker at Fairfax said her husband 
ended up at the new GM plant outside St. 
Louis. 

When they got to Kansas City, even 
though most of these workers had 10 or 
more years of seniority, they still had to go 
through a 30-day probation. The company 
took advantage of this, firing a number of_ 
workers at both plants. · 

Workers who were receiving Guaran­
teed Income Stream (GIS) benefits- high 
seniority workers who were laid off- had 
no choice about coming to Kansas City: it 
was either come or lose your benefits. 

GM has tried to· use these transfers to 
create divisions among the workers, espe­
cially when the company laid off more than 
600 new hires, or, as GM calls them, "tem­
porary" workers. The company hypocriti­
cally told many of these workers it would 
like to keep them but had to give their jobs 
to California workers. This came on top of 
the divisions created by the last contract, 
including provisions under which new 
hires must work a year and a half before 
getting full pay and benefits. 

With the 1984 contract coming up, 
workers are beginning to discuss the need 
for unity. Many see how these divisions, 
along with those created by Quality of 
Work Life circles, which promote employ­
er-worker collaboration, and competition 

between plants, only serve·the company's 
interest. Besides the need to unite, most 
workers see the 1984 contract as a chance 
to get back what has been taken away. 

Along with this, discussions are taking 
place on the need to end forced overtime, 
especially while there are laid-off auto 
workers, to create more jobs. 

Given the upturn in sales, many workers 
feel confident that we are in a good posi-

tion going into 1984. But they realize that 
to get a decent contract, we will more than 
likely have to fight. While there . are no 
generalized demands being put forth so far, 
except for getting back what was taken 
away, the sentiment among most is clear 
on one thing: No more concessions! 

Dick Geyer is a member of U A W Local 31 
at Fairfax. 

Union women meet at CLUW conference 
Continued from front page 
Gibson; Lupe Lazano, widow of murdered 
'International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union organizer Rudy Lazano; and others. 
There will also be a skit dramatizing 
CLUW's history. 

The Chicago chapter is mobilizing to 
build and organize the convention. It has 
taken on the goal of selling 5,000 tickets to 
the rally and individual CLUW members 
are asking their union to have speakers at 
the local meetings to encourage participa-
tion in the rally and convention. · 

The Chicago chapter has also gone 
through the same preparations for the con­
vention that other CLUW chapters have. In 
November, the chapter discussed resolu­
tions for consideration by the national con­
vention. Resolution topics include child 

care, the war budget and the war in Central 
America, affirmative action, and proposed 
changes in CLUW's constitution. 

Chapter delegates to the convention in­
clude members of a number of different 
unions- from teachers and garment work­
ers to carpenters and auto workers - re­
flecting the breadth of CLUW's member­
ship. Other CLUW members will be dele­
gates from their unions. 

Those interested in attending the con­
vention should contact their local CLUW 
chapter, local union, or national CLUW 

· through: Gloria Johnson, IUE, 1126 Six­
teenth St. NW, Washington, D.C., 20036. 

Candace Wagner is a member of Chicago 
CLUW and of the International Ladies' 
'Garment Workers' Union. 
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U .S.~hacked rightists haltered in l 
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Continued from front page 
In Washington, Shultz strongly indi­

cated his opposition to canceling the pact · 
"We continue to support the May 17 agree­
ment," he said. 

In Damascus, Syria, Walid Jumblat, 
head of the Druse Socialist Progressive 
Party of Lebanon, said it was not enough to 
abrogate the May 17 agreement. "Amin 
Gemayel has to step down. He must be 
tried - he and the other officers - for all 
the crimes·they committed." 

Druse leaders and Shi'ite and Sunni 
Muslim figures have been meeting with 
Syrian officials to discuss what demands to 
make regarding the character of a new 
Lebanese government in light of their re­
cent victories. To put maximum pressure 
on Syria and the opposition, Washington 
launched the most massive bombing since 
the Vietnam War February 8. U.S. bomb­
ing of Lebanon was renewed on February 
14 by the guided missile destroyer Eugene 
U. Ricketts. 

Meanwhile, Washington moved 150 
marines, mostly office persomiel, out of 
Beirut and onto ships offshore. That left 
1 ,200 in Beirut and. over 2,000 on warships 
offshore. On February 15 Reagan reported 
to Congress that, tentatively, the majority 
of the remaining troops would be moved 
offshore "within 30 days," but that some 
troops would "remain on the ground for the 
protection of our -remaining personnel." 

The French government has announced 
no plans for removing its nearly I ,300 
troops in Beirut. The Italian government 

said it would begin redeploying the I ,400 
soldiers it has stationed there. Britain has 
already put its 115 troops on a ship 
offshore. 

Tlre French, Italian, and Syrian govern­
ments have proposed replacing the present 
multinationaJ·force with a United Nations 
"peacekeeping force." 

. Dilemma for Washington 

Two hundred sixty-four Gis have now 
died in Washington's war against Leba­
non. Reagan faces the dilemma of escalat­
ing the war further - at least through 
bombing, if not sending U.S. troops into 
combat - or working out a settlement that 
might involve concessions to the Syrians 
and Lebanese opposition forces. . 

Washington would prefer a settlement 
that maintains intact the discriminatory 
government set-up in Lebanon whereby 
Christians, a minority, have disproportion­
ate weight in the government and are 
guaranteed the post of president and head 
of the army. Through this arrangement, the 
imperialists have maintained domination 
over the Muslim majority in Lebanon and 
countered nationalist upsurges for decades. 

This is also what Israel wants, and it is 
particularly unwilling to give up its occu­
pation of southern Lebanon. 

The Syrian regime, which is the main 
source of military support for the Lebanese 
rebels, has long demanded the Israeli troops 
get out. Syria feels in a stronger position to 
negotiate a settlement with the imperialists 

now that the rebels have altered the re­
lationship of forces in Lebanon. The Syrian 
regime is looking for a way to strengthen 
its position in relation to Israel - through 
the establishment of a government in Leba­
non friendly to Syria, by getting back the 
Golan Heights annexed by· Israel in 1981, 
and by removing the threat of Israeli troops 
in southern· Lebanon . 

To accomplish this , the Syrian govern­
ment has shown willingness to negotiate on 
the nature of the government in Lebanon at 
the expense of the Lebanese and Palestin­
ian refugees there. 

Lebanese opposition forces have also 
demanded the withdrawal of Israel from 
southern Lebanon. They call for reforms in 
the Lebanese government and army appar­
atus, giving more power to Muslim and 
Druse officials. 

Israel worried 

The Israeli government has criticized 
Washington's actions so far. When Mus­
lim and Druse militias began the rout qf the 
Lebanese army, Israel demanded that 
Washington use whatever force necessary 
to crush the rebels . It insists on its "right" 
to continue occupying southern· Lebanon 
and is worried that Reagan will try to ar­
range a deal with Arab regimes behind its 
back. · · 

The conflict in Lebanon is part of the 
broader conflict throughout the Mideast 
between oppressed nations and the various 
imperialist powers that seek to maintain 

How imperialist powers carved ap Mideast 
The conflict in Lebanon is frequently de­

scribed as senseless warring between re- · 
ligious factions . But the roots of the con­
flict lie in the way the colonial powers 
carved up the Mideast during World War I 
and the continued· imperialist domination 
and class divisions that persist in Lebanon 
today. 

Lebanon used to be part of.greater Syria, 
ruled by the Turkish Ottoman Empire. 
During World Warl, Arab leaders in Syria 
made an agreement with Britain that they 
would fight the Turkish . government if 
Syria would get its independence after the 
war. 

Instead, Britain, France, and tsarist Rus­
sia secretly decided to divide up the 
Mideast before the war was over. 

Britain got the southern part of Syria, 
which was called Palestine, and soon 
created the state of Jordan out of part of the 
territory. France took northern Syria, and' 
carved the state of Lebanon out of the west­
ern part. In this manner four colonial coun­
tries were created out of greater Syria. This 
was in spite of overwhelming Arab senti­
ment favoring independence and national 
unity of the whole of Syria. 

To help preserve its colonial rule, France 
drew the Lebanese boundary in such a way 
as to guarantee that Christians would be a · 
majority, while including a large minority 
.of Muslims in the population. The largest 

From Pathfinder 

Israel's War Against 
the Palestinian People 

By David Frankel and Will Reiss­
ner. The articles in this pamphlet 
explain the nature of l!;rael as a col­
onial-settler state, the character and 
history of the Palestinian struggle 
for self-determination, and the Mar­
xist attitude toward the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 46 pages, 
$1.25. 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 
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Christian grouping was the Maronites. By 
extending special privileg~s to Christians, 
the French hoped to use them to suppress 
the nationalist aspirations of the Sunni and 
Shi'ite Muslims, who were the poorest 
workers and peasants, as well as the Druse, 
whose religion is a mixture of Christianity 
and Islam. 

The object was to maintain French con­
trol of Lebanon, an important financial and 
shipping center, by keeping the Lebanese 
working people divided along religious 
lines. Wealthy Christian merchants and 
landowners , as well as bourgeois figures in 
the Muslim and Druse communities, went 
along with this. 

But the Lebanese masses chafed at 
French domination, and in 1943 the 
Lebanese government was forced to alter 
the constitution to lift French control over 
its sovereignty. The French suspend~d the 
constitution, arrested the government, and 
installed a puppet regime. The Lebanese . 
workers staged a general strike in protest. 
Shortly after World War II, France was 
forced to grant Lebanon its independence. 

Representation in the new government 
after independence was based on a "na­
tional pact" agreed to in 1943 by the heads 
of the main political parties anp religious 
groups in Lebanon. Under it, federal and 
local gov·ernment positions were divided 
up by a ratio of six posts for Christians to 
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five for Muslims. The president and the 
head of the army had to be Maronite Chris­
tians by law. The premier had to be a Sunni 
Muslim, and the speaker of the parliament 
a Shi'ite Muslim. 

This system - which remains in force 
today- was based on a dubious 1932 cen­
sus that France claimed gave Christians a 
majority of the population. Today there is 
no question that Muslims outnumber 
Christians. 

Yet the discriminatory system prevails. 
No Lebanese government has dared take a 
census since 1932, for fear of the explosive 
results. 

Muslim and other opposition forces have 
rebelled continuously against the inequal­
ity they suffer under this system. In 1958, 
Pres. Dwight Eisenhower sent 14,300 
marines to invade Lebanon and put down 
an upsurge against the government by op­
pos~tion forces. 

Lebanese peasants have also suffered 
- exploitation under the imperialist-devised 

system. At one time, many peasants had 
small landholdings, although Maronite 
Christians owned most of the country's 
land. 

But in the 1950s and 1960s, the Shi'ite 
Muslim peasants in the south were thrown 
off their land by big capitalist landowners 
who wanted io set up larger, more profita­
ble farms. Sharecroppers declined from 25 
percent in the 1950s to 5 percent in the 
1970s. Many became agricultural laborers 
or moved to the large cities, especially 
Beirut. In 1970 it was established that 18 
percent of the rural population was migrat­
ing to Beirut each year. 

Many of those flocking to the cities were 
Shi'ite Muslims. When Israel began its 
bombing attacks on southern Lebanon in 
the late 1960s, even more moved to Beirut. 
By 1975, 40 percent of the southern peas­
ants had been driven off their land. 

The influx of Palestinian refugees into 
Lebanon added another important compo­
nent to the population. The first wave ar­
rived after 1948, when they were expelled 
from their homeland of Palestine by the 
Zionists . Hundreds of thousands more ar­
rived after the 1967 Israeli war and the 
growth of the Palestine Liberation Organi­
zation (PLO). These Palestinian refugees, 

. especially the PLO fighters, have played a 
vital role in the class struggle in Lebanon, 
as the article above describes. 

their domination of the region's rich oil re­
serves. The irrepressible drive of the Arab 
masses to liberate themselves from this op­
pression has made it impossil:>le for the im­
perialists to achieve their version of stabil­
ity, altl.ough they have inflicted severe de­
feats on the Arab nationalist struggle in the 
past two years. 

France and Britain joined hands after 
World War I to divide up the Arab world in 
order to undercut the nationalist struggle 
and better rob the region of its oil resources 
(see story below) . 

Then in 1948, Britain and the United 
States set up the state of Israel in what had 
been Palestine. Some 700,000 Palestinians 
were forcibly expelled by Jewish settlers 
organized by the Zionist movement. The 
imperialists presented this as a humanitar­
ian measure to provide refuge for victims 
of Hitler' s genocidal drive against Jews. In 
reality , it was a move to set up a colonial 
settler state that could function as a watch­
dog for the imperialists over the entire re­
gion. 

Israel eventually developed into an im­
perialist country in its own -right, although 
it continues to depend on massive U.S . 
military and economic aid. 

Rise of Arab nationalism 

Israel's expulsion of Palestinians helped 
fuel a rise in the Arab nationalist move­
ment in the 1950s. Some Arab regimes 

· began to take anti-imperialist measures 
under pressure from the workers and peas­
ants in their countries. 

In 1967, Israel launched a war against 
Jordan, Syria, and Egypt, hoping to push 
back the more radical Arab regimes and 
bring more territory under Israeli control. 
The war was a smashing defeat for the 
Arab governments. 

The inability of the Arab regimes to ef­
fectively defend their countries led. many 
Arabs to seek a more radical alternative 
leadership. It was out of the 1967 defeat 
that an independent Palestinian.nationalist: 
movement arose- the PLO. Original! y set 
up in 1964 under the control of Nasser, the 
PLO was transformed. 

After 1967, various Palestinian guerrilla 
groups began waging struggle against the 
Israeli regime on their own . They gained 
the support of the Palestinian masses and 
established a base in the refugee camps. 
After a battle with King Hussein's troops in 
1968, they won the right to function openly 
in Jordan. 

In 1969 these guerrilla organizations es­
tablished control of the PLO, electing Yas­
sir Arafat, head of the Fatah guerrilla 
group, ,as their chairman. 

Revolutionary dynaJiliC 

The transformed PLO had a revolution­
ary dynamic, although it was a coalition of 
various Palestinian forces, some favoring 
capitalism, and others, socialism. What set 
it apart from the bourgeois Arab govern­
ments was its unconditional demand for the 
right of the Palestinians to return to their 
homeland and a willingness to struggle for 
this goal regardless of the consequences.· 

The PLO also put forward a solution to 
the problem of Israel that united working 
people across the religious and national 
lines. It adopted a stand for a democratic , 
secular Palestine, in which Arabs and Jews 
would have full democratic rights. Adopt­
ing this stand meant a fight against conser­
vative Arab forces who· demanded that the 
Jews be driven into the sea. It also runs 
counter to the line put forward today by the 
Iranian government, which argues for es­
tablishing Muslim theocratic states 
throughout the Mideast. 

The Arab governments, while 
threatened by Israeli aggression, remained 
fearful of mobilizing the Arab masses in an 
uncompromising battle against Israel and 
its imperialist allies. The growing attrac­
tiveness and intransigence of the PLO was · 
thus a big thorn in their side . 

Israel also feared the rise of the PLO and 
began taking military action to try to crush 
it . Its army began bombing Lebanon, 
where the PLO had forces, in the late 
1960s. The Lebanese government refused 
to counter these attacks, which victimized 



.ebanon 
Lebanese as well. In 1969, mass demon­
strations erupted in Lebanon to protest the 
government's failure to defend the country 
and its refusal to give the PLO full freedom 
to function . 

Jordan attacks PLO 

In 1970, under pressure from Washing­
ton, King Hussein began to move against 
the PLO troops in Jordan. The PLO called 
a general strike of Palestinian refugees, 
who were a majority of the population of 
Jordan . But the PLO was unable to match 
the firepower of Hussein's troops . Some 
8,000 Palestinians died in the war. In July 
1971, the PLO forces were expelled al­
together from Jordan. Many went to Leba­
non. 

Israel escalated its raids and bombings 
against Palestinian refugees in Lebanon . 
The Christian~dominated Lebanese gov­
ernment continued to refuse to take any ac­
tion. This, combined with the exploitation 
suffered by the Muslim majority in Leba­
non, led to the 1975-76 civil war in Leba­
non . 

The war was sparked by an uprising of 
Lebanese and Palestinians in the city of 
Saida against the granting of a monopoly 
Jn fishing rights to two Christian 
:apitalists . When Phalangist troops gunned 
jown a busload of Palestinian demonstra­
:ors, the war was on . 

The majority of Lebanese supported the 
Palestinian liberation struggle and opposed 
:he discriminatory political system in 
Lebanon . A coalition of forces- includ­
ng Muslim groups, the PLO, the Druse 
;ommunity, Communist Party, and various 
<\rab nationalist parties - fought against 
:he right-wing government. 

Syria backs rightists 

The Syrian government decided to enter 
the battle on the side of the rightists, hop­
ing to prove to Washington their ability to 
restore order and their right to be included 
il1~ 1tii'6'cltlt!r'Mldeast deal. The Syrian role, 
approved by Washington, tipped the scales 
against the ,PLO, which decided to accept 
the best settlement of the war it could get. 

The civil war was ended under an ar­
rangement that maintained PLO freedom 
of functioning in southern Lebanon and the 
refugee camps. The rest of the country was 
divided between the Muslim-Palestinian­
leftist coalition, the Syrian troops, and the 
Phalange forces. This de facto partition re­
mained until the 1982 invasion by Israel . 

The PLO championed the cause of the 
workers and peasants in.Lebanon . In areas 
under its control it fought for better condi­
tions for farm workers, and set up hospi­
tals, schools, and other social_services . Its 
prestige rose in the ey·es of the masses. 

Washington stepped up the pressure on 
the Arab regimes to rein in the PLO and to 
recognize the state of Israel, something 
none of them had done. 

In spite of Syria's overtures, Washing­
ton turned instead to Egyptian Pres. Anwar 
el-Sadat and made a separate deal with him 
to stab the Palestinian struggle in the back . 
In 1977, Sadat went to Jerusalem and rec­
ognized Israel as part of the Camp David 
accords. This was a major victory for Israel 
and the U.S . government. All they relin­
quished was some Egyptian t~rritory that 
Israel had seized during the 1967 war. 

Iranian revolution 
· But the imperialists' plans to force more 

Arab governments to recognize Israel were 
slowed down by the 1979 revolution in 
Iran . The overthrow of the U.S.-backed 
shah, Washington's most reliable Mideast 
ally next to Israel, sent shock waves 
throughout the Mideast. The Arab national 
struggle received a big boost. 

The. impact of the Iranian revolution 
made it difficult for other Arab regimes to 
immediately take steps to undercut the 
PLO or recognize Israel. 

The Israeli rulers, however, continued to 
launch military attacks on the PLO in 
Lebanon. Finally, in June 1982, Israel in­
vaded Lebanon. 

Its purpose was to destroy the PLO once 
and for all. Toward that end, it unleashed 
savage bombing, reducing whole cities to 
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Israeli soldiers march captured Palestinian fighters otT to prison camp during 1982 war in Lebanon 

rubble . Thousands were killed and an esti­
mated one million people left homeless . 
Washington backed the aggression all the 
way. 

In their last stronghold, West Beirut, the 
PLO fighters put up a magnificent fight 

. against insuperable odds. The Arab re­
gimes stood aside while the PLO and its 
Lebanese allies did battle . 

After. fighting the Israelis · for 88 days, 
the PLO decided to withdraw from West 
Beirut, explaining that further battles 
would mean vast casualties among the 
area's residents. Several thousand PLO 
fighters departed from Beirut for other 
Arab countries, while PLO troops re­
mained in other portions of Lebanon . 

Washington and Israel put together a 
Lebanese government headed by Gemayel, 
hated leader of the right-wing Phalange . 

Political price 

The imperialists had inflicted a major 
defeat on the Palestinian struggle and the 
Arab revolution as a whole . But they paid 
an enormous political price in doing so. 
The Palestinian fighters won international 
support among working people. The crim­
inal role of Israel, and Washington's com­
plicity with it, was exposed to U.S . work­
ing people . Within Israel itself, opposition 
to the war reached qualitatively new levels. 

In the wake of the defeat of the PLO, 
Reagan increased pressure on the Arab re­
gimes to recognize Israel and convince the 
PLO to do likewise. Reagan dressed his 
proposal up as a "peace plan." He said he 
favored talks between Israel and Jordan on 
setting up a Palestinian area associated 
with Jordan. (Israel opposed the idea, fear­
ing such an arrangement could eventually 
lead to an independent Palestinian state and 
the ouster of Israeli forces from the oc­
cupied West Bank.) 

The imperialist press began running 
stories predicting that Arafat would make a 
deal with the imperialists, despite the fact 
that he and the entire Palestine National 
Council had rejected Reagan's proposal. 
The Syrian, Libyan, and Iranian govern­
ments echoed the "sellout" charge in an ef­
fort to undermine Arafat' s popularity. 

Arab governments also sought to sow di­
visions within the PLO. The Syrian regime 
to6l( advantage of disagreements among 
the various forces in the PLO to foment a 
mutiny against Arafat . Syrian troops and 
anti-Arafat PLO factions began launching 
military attacks on Arafat loyalists, driving 
them out of Lebanon's Bekaa Valley in 
September 1983 . 

This dealt another big blow to the Pales­
tinian struggle. Whatever legitimate differ·­

. ences existed within the PLO, none of 

them justified taking up arms against fel­
low fighters and breaking up the one united, 
secular liberation movement in the 
Mideast. 

The Syrian-backed assault on the Arafat 
. forces ended in a bloody battle against the 

last of his troops in Lebanon, stationed in 
Tripoli. Hundreds were killed. Arafat and 
his supporters were finally forced to 
evacuate the city in December 1983. 

These defeats have taken a devastating 
toll on the PLO, which played the role of 
galvanizing the Arab masses in an indepen­
dent struggle for their liberation . 

Taking advantage of the disunited and 
weakened state of the Palestinian resis­
tance, Reagan met February 14 with Egyp­
tian Pres. Hosni Mubarak and King· Hus­
sein to demand again that they work out a 
settlement of the Palestinian question with 
Israel. 

The events in Lebanon today are unfold­
ing both in the context of the failure of the 
imperialists to maintain the type of regime 
they wanted there, and in the broader 
framework of their strategy to contain the 
Arab nationalist struggle throughout the en­
tire Mideast. The blows dealt to the PLO 
- the most advanced expression of that 
struggle - will be an important factor in 
the fate of the settlement that ultimately 
gets resolved in Lebanon. 

Fighting steps up in Iraqi war against Iran 
The imperialist offensive against the 

workers and peasants iri the Mideast has 
taregeted not only the Arab peoples, but 
the Iranian masses, whose 1979 revolution 
toppling the U.S.-backed shah won deep 
support among Arabs. The imperialist 
powers have waged an ongoing military, 

. economic, and political campaign against 
the Iranian revolution ever since and have 
encouraged the Iraqi war against Iran, now 
in its 40th month. 

Fighting intensified in this war OJ1 Feb­
ruary 10, when the Iraqi regime shelled the 
Iranian city of Dezful, killing eight people 

and wounding 70. Dezful has been re­
peatedly bombed . ever since Iraq first in­
vaded Iran in September 1980, in an at­
tempt to turn back the revolution and over­
throw the government. 

The Iranian government responded to 
the attack on Dezful by shelling several 
Iraqi border cities on February 12. It said 
that thousands of Iranian volunteers are 
mobilizing for a new offensive to defeat 
Iraqi aggression . 

In response, Iraqi forces shelled the Ira­
nian cities of Abadan, Khorramshahr, and 

Iranian gov'l to ban Fedayeen group 
Widening its assault on the democratic 

rights of the workers movement, the Ira­
nian government has announced it will ban 
the Organization of Fedayeen (Majority), a 
group that shares the political views of the 
Tudeh (Communist) Party. 

The Tudeh Party was banned last May 
and thousands of its members jailed. Some 
I 00 Tudeh supporters in the military have 
already been tried and convicted on frame­
up charges of espionage and treason. The 
persecution of Tudeh members has been 
accompanied by stepped-up anticommunist 
and anti-Soviet propaganda by the regime. 
It is aimed not only at dismantling the 
Tudeh Party, but at intimidating and break­
ing up ~1 organizations in the Iranian 
workers movement. 

Hojatoleslam Mohammadi Reyshahri, 

head of the military tribunal trying Tudeh 
defendants, said that collaboration with the 
Tudeh Party was sufficient reason to ban 
the Organization of Fedayeen (Majority). 
Members of the group, he said, would be 
required to report to government offices. 

Some 30 members of the Fedayeen 
group have already been charged with 
membership in a "secret military wing" of 
the Tudeh Party. They face trial in the fu-
ture. · 

H!Jndreds more Tudeh Party members 
also face trial. Of the 1 00 party members 
and supporters already tried, three have re­
ceived the death penalty. Another 6 have 
beeri sentenced to life imprisonment; 1 to 
30 years; 5 to 20 years; 6 to 15 years; and 
over 60 to lesser terms. 

Bandar Khomeini, where_a major port and 
petrochemical complex is located. 

According to radio reports , the Iranian 
government reported it carried out air 
strikes February 14 on the outskirts of 
Baghdad, the capital of Iraq. 

The Iraqi regime, which has received 
powerful Exocet missiles from France, is 
threatening to destroy Iran's oil export fa­
cility, located on Kharg Island. The Iranian 
government has warned it will close the 
Strait of Hormoz, the only entrance to the 
Persian Gulf, if this happens . 

Thus far in the war, over 150,000 Ira­
nians and 50,000 Iraqis have been killed. 
Some 200,000 Iranians have been 
wounded . One and a half million Iranians 
have lost their homes. 

But because Iraq has been unable to win 
the war, despite this massive destruction, 
the imperialist powers have recently given 
Iraq more support. France has openly 
armed the regime, and Washington has 
stepeed up political and military pressure 
on Iran, putting it on the list of nations that 
have "repeatedly provided support for acts 
of international terrorism" on January 23. 

Washington has also encouraged reac­
tionary opponents of the Iranian revolution 
organizing in exile. Riza Pahlevi, the son 
of the despised shah, overthrown in 1979, 
met with Reagan administration officials 
and members of Congress last October. 
Shahpour Bakhtiar, the last prime minister 
under the shah, held meetings with the 
State Department and White House in Jan­
uary of this year. 
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Shultz pushes for 
pro-U.S. armed force 
to police Caribbean 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada- U.S. Sec­
retary of State George Shultz spent the day 
here on February 7, and held talks with 
Grenada's Governor-General, Paul Scoon, 
and Nicholas· Brathwaite, head of the is-

, land's interim government. 

The lack of enthusiasm for the indepen­
dence day events was evident when walk­
ing about town. Only Young Street, where 
many businesses are located, and the Yacht 
Club were decorated for the occasion. Durc 
ing the evening the Seamen's and Water­
front Workers Union (see article on this 
page for this union's role in Grenada) held 
a big bash, but otherwise St. George's was 
quiet. 

. Militant/Pat Kane 
1982 meeting of Grenada Allied and Technical Workers Union. U.S.-backed govern­
ment in Grenada is meeting resistance in unions to attempts to crush all vestiges of 
1979 revolution. 

Central to the talks were plans to estab­
lish a regional combat force in the Carib­
bean that would be used to crush any strug­
gles that threatened the rule of U.S . -backed 
regimes. 

The U.S. government has already taken 
steps in this direction. Six Caribbean gov­
ernments joined in the U.S. invasion of 
Grenada last October. Grenada is still oc­
cupied by a so-called Caribbean 
Peacekeeping Force, consisting of 300 
U.S . troops and another 300 Caribbean 
troops. The Reagan administration wants 
to institutionalize this reactionary strike 
force. 

Grenada: U.S. targets workers gains 

"It is clear," Shultz said at a news con­
ference here, "that it is difficult for small 
islands to form their own security forces, 
and it makes sense, what you can't do 
alone, you can do on a collective basis." 

Shultz said U.S. troops would be with­
drawn as soon as "we can be replaced by 
people from other islands nearby and, as 
time. goes on, by Grenadians trained for 
poli'ce work." The White House official 
added, "I don ' t have an estimate on when 
that would be." 

On another topic , Shultz said that after 
traveling to Grenada, it was clear that the 
country needed an international airport. 
Shultz said that "in one way or another" the 
airport atPoint Salines will be finished. 

Construction of the Point Salines airport 
was the centerpiece of the economic de­
velopment plan of Grenada's People's 
Revolutionary Government (PRG). The 
PRG, headed by slain Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop, had completed 80 percent 
of the airport construction before the revo­
lutionary government was overthrown and 
the country invaded by U.S. ·troops. 

The airport was also the centerpiece of 
Washington's propaganda against the Gre­
nada revolution, claiming it was part ofthe 
PRO's plan to tum Grenada into a Soviet­
Cuban military base. 

The PRG had planned to open the airport 
this March 13, which would have been the 
fifth anniversary of the 1979 Grenada revo­
lution. Completion of the airport project 
lias virtually unanimous support here. 

While here, Shultz also attended part of 
the lOth anniversary celebration of Gre­
nada's independence from Britain. A 
crowd of about 3,000 gathered at Queen's 
Park in St. George's to listen to a U.S. mil­
itary band, Grenadian Police Department 
Band, and watch a parachuting exhibition 
by crack paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne 
Division of the U.S. Army. 

Several people commented on the fact 
that the independence day activities were 
much smaller than the celebrations held the 
last several years on March 13, to com­
memorate the Grenada revolution. 

U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 

Continued from front page 
cooperatives' members in managing their 
enterprise and in marketing their products. 
The NACDA-supported cooperatives were 
an essential part of the PRO's fight against 
unemployment, which plummeted from 50 
percent to 14 percent in the four and a half 
years of the revolution. 

According to Melvin Mitchell, 
NACDA's chief offical , the agency's work 
is threatened. NACDA has managed to 
keep up the interest payments on its EC$1 
million loan, but has made no dent in the 
principle. 

In January, Mitchell met with the inter­
im government's minister of agriculture, 
Arnold Cruickshank. Mitchell was told to 
submit to the Advisory Council a report on 
NACDA's performance and needs. After 
considering this report, the council would 
decide whether NACDA will continue and 
in what form, said Cruickshank. 

Many within NACDA fear that the coun­
cil will either change the law that created 
the agency or restructure NACDA to make 
it ineffective. 

This fear isn't ungrounded. The U.S.­
imposed regime has already talcen such 
steps in trying to tear apart another impor­
tant conquest of the Grenada revolution -
the Marketing and National Importing 
Board (MNIB). 

The PRG established the MNIB to seek 
new export markets for Grenada's agricul­
tural products and, through import con­
trols, insure necessary foodstuffs for the is­
land's population. 

Emboldened by the PRO's overthrow 
and U.S. occupation of Grenada, mer­
chants here have launched a campaign to 
smash the MNIB. A MNIB employee and 
union activist in the Commercial and In­
dustrial Workers Union (CIWU) described 
this campaign to the Militant. 

"The first attempt at mashing up the 
MNIB," he said, "came when several 
businessmen published a pamphlet (im­
mediately after the October crisis and inva­
sion) called 'The Conscious Grenadian.' 
The pamphlet attacked the MNIB, and 
these businessmen pledged they would do 
all in their power to make sure the MNIB 
doesn't exist. 

"Just a few days later," reports the 
CIWU activist, "we learned from the 
Ministry of Trade that four firms -'-- Hub­
bard, Ross Foodstuffs , Star Agency, and 
Independence Agency - had received 
licenses to import goods that the MNIB had 
a monopoly on according to People's Law 
69." 
_ The MNIB workers responded quickly 
to this attack. The union demanded that the 
government clarify its policy regarding the 
board. Other Grenadian working people 
protested the moves against the MNIB. 

The Advisory Council was forced to 
make a public announcement that the 
MNIB would remain intact. Two of the im­
port licenses were revoked, but the other 
two had already been taken advantage of. 
Milk and sugar had been imported by agen­
cies other than the MNIB. 

Currently, negotiations are under way 
between the MNIB and the merchants to 
allow the board to buy the milk and sugar 
before it reaches the market. 

New stage in battle 

Meanwhile, the attack on the MNIB 
continued apace. A new board of directors 
was appointed, which the MNIB wor!cers 
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feel is determined to dismantle the.'agency. 
"First of all," said the CIWU activist, 

"the new board changed the'MNIB's pric­
ing policies. From February 6 prices on 
some items are fixed at lower levels than 
before. This is to give the people the im­
pression that the PRG was thiefing the 
people's money. 

"But," he continued, "profits made by 
the MNIB from the sale of things like 
sugar, which was purchased from Cuba 
below world-matket prices, were funneled 
back into government programs. They're 
trying to hide this fact! The'MNIB's profits 
helped to provide the free medical care, 
CPE, and so on." 

Attacks on unions 

"However," the CIWU activist said, 
"the most significant struggle since Oc­
tober 25 involved the Seamen's and Water­
front Workers Union (SWWU), Bank and 
General Workers Union (BGWU), and the 
MNIB." The docks - and therefore, 
dockworkers - are central to the economy 
of this tiny island. 

The SWWU organizes about 300 work­
ers on Grenada's docks. They ate among 
the highest-paid workers in Grenada. The 
SWWU leadership opposed the Grenada 
revolution and carried out attempts to de­
stabilize the PRG when it was in power. 

The BGWU membership includes un­
skilled dockworkers. The union· is led by 
supporters of the revolution. During the 
revolution, it played an important role in 
countering the activities of the SWWU 
leadership, 

"With the changed situation," he said, 
"the SWWU. feels it can do as it pleases. In 
January, the SWWU blocked the off-load­
ing of cargo imported by the MNIB, saying 
the Seamen's union is the sole union on the 
docks. They crushed the BGWU branch on 
the waterfront, and the MNIB signed a new 
contract with the SWWU . " 

This report on the SWWU's raiding op­
eration against the BGWU was backed up 
in interviews with central activists in the 
BGWU. They also reported that the 
SWWU was raiding hotels where the work­
ers are organized by the BGWU. 

"Apparently," commented one BGWU 
activist, "the SWWU leadership thinks 
we're an easy target because we organize 
so many different types of workers. They 
think they can pick us off workplace by 
workplace. 

"But," he said, "we will have a meeting 
of our general council soon, and there's a 
meeting of the Trade Union Council (TUC) 
scheduled for the last week of March. At 
these meetings we will take up the 
SWWU'spoaching [raids] and the disrup­
tion by AIFLD [American Institute for Free 
Labor Development] ." 

AIFLD 

AIFLD is a CIA outfit that includes 
AFL-CIO bureaucrats on its board of direc-. 
tors. The agency's main purpose is to dis­
rupt and hamper the work of unions whose 
leadership they deem "subversive." During 
the revolution, AIFLD's work was largely 
checked . 

Now, AIFLD has been given the green 
light to disrupt trade unions here and try to 
oust their current leaderships, which 
Washington considers too "radical." This 
antiunion campaign is essential to the U.S. 

rulers' plans to stabilize imperialist domi-
. nation over the country. Docile unions that · 
refus~ to militantly struggle-for working 
people's rights are necessary if Washing­
ton hopes to crush the remaining vestiges 
of the Gre'nada revolution. 

The chief AIFLD operative here is Of­
borne Baptiste. His office is in the SWWU 
headquarters. Baptiste, a Grenadian who 
returned to tl)e country after the U.S. inva­
sion, has been through several AIFLD 
training programs in the United States. So 
have several SWWU leaders. 

One such "training" session was held 
here January 16-27. The topic of the anti­
communist seminar was "Political 
Theories and Systems and Trade Unions." 
One of the lecturers was right-wing Social 
Democrat Bayard Rustin of the A. Philip 

. Randolph Institute in the United States. 
Baptiste has been on the radio here sian­

dering and lying about the leaderships of 
the BGWU . and the CIWU. The AIFLD 
agent claims that the current leaderships 
are stealing union funds to buy homes, 
cars, and make trips abroad. Baptiste also 
charges that they are "coriununists" just 
like Bernard Coard, who, as deputy prime 
minister, organized the overthrow of ·the 
Bishop-led PRG. 

He is attempting to smear these union 
leaders through identifying them with 
Coarct, who is justifiably hated by the 
masses of Grenadians. . 

Out of the SWWU hall, Baptiste also or­
ganized truck loads of volunteers to go 
around the island and paint over revolution­
ary slogans. Riding in AIFLD-donated ve­
hicles, these brigades have obliterated 
every revolutionary billboard or mural. 

'CIA! CIA! CIA!' 

The AIFLD campaign ran into trouble 
with the CIWU ranks. Baptiste had been 
going from workplace to workplace saying 
the workers had to "rid themselves of the 
communists." He called a general meeting 
of. the CIWU -for January 10 to discuss 
"union finances, long trips of union offi­
cials, and the leadership crisis in the 
union." Baptiste went on the radio to build 
this meeting. Only 15 workers attended. 

Meanwhile, the CIWU leadership had 
called a general membership meeting for 
January 11. Before the meeting could 
begin, however, a Jamaican member of the 
combat force now occupying the island 
was told to leave. He had a tape recorder to 
record the meeting. The union leaders then 
answered all of Baptiste's charges before 
the 150 workers in attendance. 

"The workers demanded to know who 
Baptiste worked for," one CIWU activist 
told the Militant. "Baptiste,' who used to 
work at .a place organized by the CIWU, 
said he worked for AIFLD. 

"One of the workers got up· and said to 
Baptiste, 'Are you aware that that organi­
zation you're working for is responsible for 
overturning progressive governments like 
that of Allende's in Chile?' 

"Well ," continued the CIWU activist, 
"Baptiste got hot and . started cussing the 
workers, who drowned him out by chant­
ing, 'CIA! CIA! CIA!' " 

In a unanimous decision, the union ex­
pelled Baptiste from membership because 
I) he wasn't a worker at any enterprise or­
ganized by CIWU; 2) he was working for 
AIFLD; and 3) AIFLD is a known CIA 
front. -



Jacqui Chagnon 
Ex-CIA mercenary (right) claims sores on hands were caused by Vietnamese­
Soviet ''yellow rain." His wife (left) contradicts his testimony. Sores turned out to 

U.S. chemical journal 
shreds Washington's 
tale about 'yellow rain' 
'Science distorted to fit policy' be ordinary ringworm. · 

BY STEPHEN BRIDE 
The U.S. story that the Vietnamese are 

dropping poison gas ("yellow rain") on 
their neighbors in Southeast Asia tends to 
arise more-or-less regularly. 

Just as regularly, scientists examine 
such evidence as exists for the charge, and 
find it has no scientific basis. It does, how­
ever, have a serious political purpose. 

It's designed to provide political justifi­
cation for U.S . aggression against Vietnam 
and Kampuchea; to dull the attractive 
power of the Vietnamese revolution for 
workers and peasants in other countries; 
and to bolster the charge that the Soviet 
Union, other workers states, and national 
liberation movements - not U.S. im­
perialism - are the source of violence and 
terror in the world. 

The January 9 issue of Chemical & En­
gineering News (C&EN), journal of the 
126,000-member American Chemistry So­
ciety, deals a serious blow to this story. It 
bluntly states that science "appears to have 
become captive to Administration policy. 
No matter how contorted the scienc~ has 
had to become." 

The 'evidence'-I 

The yellow rain charge first came to the 
fore oh Sept. 13, 1981 , when then Secre­
tary of State Alexander Haig announced 
Washington had "physical evidence" that 
"the Soviet Union and its allies have been 
tf~Yng lethar chemical weapons in Laos, 
Kampuchea, and Afghanistan." 

Since then, admits a U.S. spokesman, 
the government has been "starting essen­
tially from a zero science bas~," meaning it 
can't prove anything Haig said. This is ap­
parent after C&EN subjects Washington's 
few scraps of evidence to independent 
scrutiny. 

Emery Sarver of the army's Chemical 
Systems Laboratory tested about 60 South­
east Asian environmental samples for yel­
low rain - mycotoxins produced by the 
fusarium fungus. He couldn't find any. 
Chester Mirocha at the University of Min­
nesota, meanwhile, found mycotoxins in 
five of the six samples he tested. 

"Why Mirocha ... is batting five-for-six 
. . . whereas Sarver is batting about zero­
for-60 is yet to be explained," C&EN com­
ments . But it notes Mirocha got all his 
samples from Sharon Watson, a researcher 
at the Armed Forces Medical Intelligence 
Center, who is generally credited with hav­
ing thought upthe yellow rain story in the 
first place. 

Be that as it may, the journal also points 

Long Cheng CIA base in , 1975. 
This was headquarters for U.S.-backed 
counterrevolutionaries who today con­
trol refugee camps from which come 
claims of "yellow rain." 

out that most of the levels of mycotoxins 
found by Mirocha are well within the limits 
that occur naturally. 

(For awhile, Washington contended 
fusarium fungi don't even occur in South­
east Asia. In fact, it has been known since 
1939 that they do. The government sub­
sequently abandoned this line of defense.) 

As for the tests on Mirocha's samples, 
C &EN finds "results. very hard to explain ." 

Testing a leaf-and-stem sample from 
Kampuchea (the "physical evidence" that 
sent Haig running for the microphones), 
Mirocha found two halves of a single leaf 
contained wildly different amounts of three 
mycotoxins. Testing a water sample from 
Kampuchea, he uncovered only one of the 

, three. "This is odd," remarks C&EN, since 
both samples were allegedly from the same 
March 1981 gas attack.' 

Turning to a rock scraping from Laos on 
which Mirocha reported finding myco­
toxins, C&EN compares it with a sample 
given to ABC News, which Sharon Watson 
said was from the same attack. The types 
of mycotoxins in each sample are again 
quite different. And when another part of . 
the scraping was tested a year later by 
Sarver, he found no mycotoxins at all. Ex­
perts queried by C &EN said the chances of 
the mycotoxins disappearing by 'them­
selves were nil. 

The 'victims' 

The State Department has so far col­
lected 150 to 200 gassing stories. All come 
from Ban Vinai refugee camp in Thailand, 
mostly from members of the Hmong tribe 
of Laos. "The leadership of Ban Vinai," 
observes C&EN, "is composed of former 
members of the old CIA-backed secret 
army in Laos.* And the more military­
oriented [yellow rain] stories come from 
these former U.S. allies, not from Hmong 
male farmers, and not from Hmong 
women." 

Sociologists who have been indepen­
dently researching the yellow rain tale add 
that "because the camp leadership sets up 
all camp interviews there is a preselection 
of both respondents ~ only refugees with 
chemical warfare stories - and of accept­
able translators." 

On top of this, "the questions asked of 
refugees appear to have assumed chemical 
warfare and-were, therefore, leading." 

Many "witnesses" are more than willing 
to be led. "The Hmong with a yellow rain 
story," C&EN continues, "find their entry 
into Thailand eased. And once they have 
emigrated to the U.S., chemical warfare, 
they seem to feel, preserves their status as 
political refugees." 

Even with the deck thus stacked, the 
State Department and its "victims" seem to 
have trouble getting together on their 
story. Take Washington's prize witness, 
Hmong tribesman Ger Pao Pha. Ger has 
been interviewed over 13 times. Some­
times Ger says the gas was shot from rock­
ets; other times it was sprayed from 
planes . His body count has ranged from 13 
dead to 230. At some interviews he shows 
up with a son he says is his sole surviving 
relative; other times the relative is his 
daughter. • 

One Hmong couple interviewed sepa­
rately had similar difficulties . . The wife 
said she had seen some yellow spots on 
leaves. Then some people got sick, but no­
body died . Her husband, an ex-CIA sol­
dier, saw "a lot of yellow rain" and people 
dying like flies. He said it came from 

*And of former CIA partners in the drug trade. 
Many Hmong traditionally have grown poppies . 
During the Indochina War these were processed 
into heroin at CIA headquarters in Long Cheng, 
northern Laos . · 

Soviet planes, which was news to the wife. 
They also couldn't agree on where they 
were living while all this was going on. Fi­
nally, the husband displayed some sores, 
which he said were from the gas. Camp 
physicians diagnosed them as ringworm. 

It is not surprising, then, that not a single 
shell, cannister, or grenade has tested posi-
tive for mycotoxins. ~ 

The 'evidence'-11 

About 100 biological samples have been 
taken from alleged victims of gas attacks; 
18 of those showed some exposure to 
mycotoxins; most at the low end of the 
range that occurs naturally . And even these 
18 are doubtful, cautions C &EN. 

"Positive samples often have been col­
lected one to 10 weeks after an alleged at­
tack, yet animal studies indicate that these 
toxins are almost entirely flushed from the 
body within 48 ·hours of exposure." Their 
half-life ·in the blood, adds Harvard 
biochemist and chemical warfare expert 
Matthew Meselson, is 15 minutes. 

Which gets at yet another baffler about 
mycotoxins. If the Vietnamese are indeed 
waging chemical war, they have made a re­
markably poor choice of weapons. 

According to a National Academy of 
Sciences study, for mycotoxins at the re­
ported levels to prove fatal a person would 
have to eat at least 200 grams (almost half 
a pound) of them. Put another way by Saul 
Hormats, former director of the army 

- chemical weapons program, "3,000 tons of 
light fluffy toxin-containing material 
would have to be sprayed over a one­
square block target to kill most - and 
make the rest ill- of the people in the typ­
ical Hinong village." 

"Every time you look at any of the data," 
concludes Meselson, "you find you have to 
spin out lots of very peculiar assumptions 
to preserve the State Department's point of 
view." 

Meselson's explanation for the presence 
of mycotoxins in the biological samples is 
much more straightforward: "ingestion of 
moldy food within the previous day or 
two." · 

'Serious health problem' 

More recently, it was discovered that so­
called yellow rain samples are actually bee 
feces. Every single yellow rain sample the 
government has tested for pollen (and at 
least 16 other samples) has been found to 
contain it. At a 1983 meeting at Cambridge 
University, experts identified some of the 
plants this pollen came from. Hearing the 
list, Peter Ashton, director of the Harvard 
botanic garden, declared, "The plant 
families are all common to Southeast Asia, 
and the pollen is gathered by bees ." 

Ashton checked with Thomas Seeley, a 
Southeast Asian bee expert at Yale, who 
asserted, "I have no doubt that the yellow 
rain samples that people have turned in, 
and that I have seen,. are bee feces." 

Research at the University of Maryland 
had already shown pollen is a good culture 
medium for the natural production of 
fusarium and toxins. To try to reconcile 
this finding, Sharon Watson from the 
Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center 
began suggesting the Soviets were using 
pollen in their weapons as a carrier for the 
mycotoxins . She described it as a "very 
clever mixture ." Scientists were not im­
pressed wit]l this new wrinkle. "Outland­
ish," exclaimed Meselson. 

Washington tried again. It sent its man 
in Thailand, Amos Townshend, looking 
for bee experts. These experts told Towns­
hend, he later .reported, "there was too 
much pollen for bee feces" in yellow rain 
samples. 

Seeley, who knows most of the bee ex­
perts in Thailand, was puzzled by Towns­
hend's experts, mainly . because he'd' 
never heard of any of them. Further, 
Townshend had somehow overlooked 
Pongthep Akratanakul, the foremost bee 
expert in the area. ' 

Meselson, meanwhile, has developed a 
plausible explanation for the evidence. 
Summarized by C&EN, it is this: 

It is known that the yellow rain samples 
were collected at the end of the dry season 
in Laos and Kampuchea. Evidence indi­
cates this is when bees swarm, and it is also 
when fusarium fungus blooms. Coinciden­
tally, that is also when hill tribes in the re­
·gion- traditional rice eaters- run out of 
rice and switch to com, a good carrier for 
fusaria. 

"Integrating all these pieces," the jour­
nal goes on, "Meselson speculates that at 
the same time people are eating moldy food 
and getting sick, the bees swarm and defe­
cate." Both happen simultaneously, but are 
unconnected. 

C &EN points out that this theory of a 
natural cause could be easily checked by 
comparing blood and tissue samples from 
people who claim to have suffered a yellow 
rain attack and people who are sick but 
make no yellow rain claims. But Washing­
ton's researchers have never taken this 
elementary step. 

The conspiracy 

What does interest the Reagan adminis­
tration is apparent from the roster of con­
tributors to its yellow rain anthology. 

Haig's leaf-and-stem sample was turned 
over by U.S.-backed guerrillas of the 
Khmer Rouge. These are the ones who · 
brought death and destruction to Kam­
puchea during their four-year reign. 

"What company is the [State] depart­
ment keeping?" sputtered the New York 
Times after it learned of this. 

Then there is Amos Townshend, whose 
refugee reports are a mainstay of the U.S. 
case. Townshend parades about Thailand 
as some sort of humanitarian. He is, in 
fact, a retired Air .Force colonel who 
worked on chemical warfare at Fort De­
trick, Maryland, and is now with the Inter­
national Rescue Committee (IRC) . 

The IRC was set up with CIA support 
after World War II. It collaborated with the 
CIA on projects to sanitize the image of the 

· South Vietnamese government in the early 
years of the Vietnam War. In 1980, the 
IRC was condemned by other relief agen­
cies for diverting to the Khmer Rouge food 
and medical aid intended for Kampuchea. 

Townshend has been on the State De­
partment payroll for the last year, assigned 
to dig up yellow rain stories. 

The Khmer Rouge, Hmong mer­
cenaries, CIA fronts? What company is the 
department keeping? Precisely the gang 
that has labored for eight years to harass, 
isolate - and they hope overthrow - the 
Vietnamese revolution. Such is the nature 
of the conspiracy behind the yellow rain 
fiction. 

A second target is the Soviet Union. 
The charge that the Soviet Union has 

dropped yellow rain on Afghanistan has 
been widely publicized. Less commonly 
known is the fact that this entire story rests 
on the possession of one Afghan gas mask, 
believed to have been purchased in Kabul 
in September 1981. This single mask, 
which is reported to have toxin on the outer 
surface but not on the filter, is the only 
piece of "evidence" for the accusation. 

Thanks to the efforts of C &EN and other 
scientists, the yellow rain charge has been 
exposed for what it is: crude anticom­
munist propaganda dressed in a suit of 
pseudo-science. 
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·steelworkers discuss 
strengthening union, 
need for solidarity· 
BY GEOFF MIRELOWITZ 
, TORONTO - Like their fellow union­
ists in the United States, Canadian mem­
bers of the United Steelworkers of America 
(USW A) face a relentless · takeback drive 
by the employers; discrimination on the 
basis of race, nationality, and sex; and a 
Vietnam-style war in Central America sup­
ported by their government. 

North of the border, radical-minded 
steelworkers are discussing what kind of 
leadership can solve these problems and 
what sort of union and political action will 
be required. These discussions are of im­
portance to U.S. workers, and U.S. mem­
bers of the USWA in particular. 

Socialist steelworkers meet 

On January 28 steeiworkers who are 
members and supporters of the Revolution­
ary Workers League/Ligue Ouvriere Revo­
lutionnaire and active in USW A District 5 
in Quebec and District 6 in Ontario met to 
discuss their perspectives and participation 
in the union. The meeting brought together 
basic steelworkers from the giant Stelco 
mill in Hamilton, from smaller plants in 
Toronto, and from the Coleco toy company 
in Quebec. The president of a small USW A 
local in Owen Sound, Ontario, also partici­
pated. 

Many at the meeting were women, in­
cluding most from Coleco, where the pre­
dominantly female work force makes "cab­
bage patch dolls." (The USWA organizes 
many plants that have no direct connection 
to steelmaking, such as Radio Shack, 
which employ women at low wages.) Sev­
eral of these women had lost better-paying 
jobs at Stelco and other companies due to 
discriminatory layoffs . 

Opening the meeting, Coleco worker 
Katy LeRougetel explained, "Today as 
steelworkers we are going to discuss how 
to better use our union in the fight against 
the employers." 

What followed was a rich exchange of 
experiences and views on how to 
strengthen the union. The socialist workers 
talked out how to move forward in estab­
lishing a revolutionary Marxist . current in 
the USW A, made up of those workers who 
see the situation facing the union in class 
terms, as part of the fight by working 
people against the employers and the gov­
ernments that back them on a world scale. 

. Quebec: an oppressed nation 

Annette Kouri, a member of USW A 
Local 7895 at Coleco, presented a report 
on the situation facing the USW A in Dis­
trictS , centered in the province of Quebec . 

Like Blacks and Latinos in the United 
States, the French-speaking majority of 
Quebec suffers discrimination based on na­
tionality. Quebec is an oppressed nation 
within the Canadian state. Important bat­
tles have been waged there for the right to 
use the French language and for an end to 
the discrimination Quebecois face in em­
ployment, housing, and social services. 

Kouri reported that District 5 includes 
40,000 steelworkers, primarily in Quebec. 
About 10,000 are on Quebec ' s North 
Shore, an important mining center. In im­
portant Quebec cities the USW A is the do­
minant union, she noted. 

Like Blacks in the United States, 
Quebecois workers are the most militant 
section of the working class. This is are­
sult of their double oppression as workers 
and as inembers of an oppressed nation. 
"Look at the nam~s of the big companies 
organized by the USWA," Kouri said. 
Many are giant corporations "that speak 
English." 

All big struggles by the USW A, she 
said, objectively "threaten to mobilize the 
strength of the entire oppressed nation." 
Such struggles can pose the question of 
Quebec's special exploitation and how 
Quebecois can fight against it. 

This possibility is not abstract. Kouri 

pointe<,~ to a general strike in Quebec in 
1972. In Sept lies on the North Shore, 
USW A members shut down the entire town 
in protest against the jailing of leaders of 
the three major labor federations in Que­
bec. Massive assemblies of working 
people were held. The working-class strug­
gle and the fight for national rights merged. 

It was not accidental, Kouri obserVed, 
that the USW A's Quebec national assem­
bly was the first union to adopt a resolution 
supporting self-determination for Quebec. 

Capitalist offensive against Quebec 

Today Quebec is under attack from the 
big corporations whose owners are primar­
ily English Canadian and U.S. capitalists. 
Workers are bearing the brunt of the as­
sault. During the economic recession, 
Kouri observed, more jobs were lost in 
Quebec than in all other Canadian prov­
inces put together. 

Many corporations are moving out of 
Quebec, in part due to the recession, but 
also in response to the rise of nationalist as­
pirations and struggles. "Many big-business 
owners opposed Quebec ' s Law 101, which 
mandates French as the language of work, 
education, and public life, and use-that as 
an excuse to move their plants. 

These attacks pose two choices for the 
USWA and other unions in Quebec, said 
Kouri. They can mobilize the ranks and put 
the union in the vanguard of the struggle to 
defend national rights - or they can at­
tempt to conciliate with the employers. 

The Quebec USW A leadership chooses 
the second road. It claims to support the 
nationalist aspirations of Quebec workers 
but seeks to channel them into support to 
the Parti Quebecois (PQ). 

The PQ attempts to identify with and 
base itself on these nationalist aspirations . 
But it is not · a workers party and does not 
challenge the fundamental source of the ex­
ploitation of the Quebecois: the capitalist 
economic domination of Quebec. It is a 
procapitalist party. 

At one time the PQ placed itself in the 
. leadership of nationalist struggles. But 

under the blows of the economic offensive 
it has largely abandoned these battles in an 
effort to make deals with the imperialists at 
workers expense. A key example was the 
attack by Quebec's PQ government on the 
wages and working conditions of the public 
sector workers last year. 

In a report on District 6, Gary Watson, a 
member of USW A Local 8341 , explained 
that the USW A is a key union in the prov­
ince of Ontario. Hit hard by layoffs , it still 
has 70,000 working members and plays a 
large role in the New Democratic Party 
(NDP), the mass laoor party in English 
Canada. 

1984: a contract year 

Most basic steel contracts in Canada ex­
pire in 1984, including those of 9,500 
workers at Stelco's Hamilton mill, other 
Stelco operations, and Algoma Steel. The 
last contract year, 1981 , was marked by 
two developments, Watson said. 

One was the election victory of rank­
and-file steelworkers who ousted conserva­
tive District Director Stu Cooke - the 
hand-picked successor to Lynn Williams, 
who moved up to become USW A interna­
tional secretary in 1977. 

Cooke was replaced by Dave Patterson, 
a young union president who led a militant 
strike at !nco's Sudbury mining operation 
in 1978. He associated himself with other 
USW A reform forces in Canada and the 
United States who took a more militant 
stand against employer demands and favor­
ed increased union democracy. 

Following Patterson's election victory in 
May 1981 , Stelco workers marched out on 
strike that August. USW A Local 1005 at 
Stelco has a militant tradition and had at 
the time, a more militant and progressive 
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Steelabour 
Montreal steelworkers in 1982 strike. Meeting stressed importance of steelworkers 
union in Quebec fighting for national rights of Quebecois. 

leadership team headed by Pres. Cec 
Taylor. 

Both paid off in the Stelco strike. 
Strengthened by a leadership that was will­
ing to fight , the ranks of the union came 
forward . A regular bulletin kept the mem­
bership informed of negotiations, a Wives 
Support Committee played a prominent 
role, a strike support rally of 10,000 was 
held in Hamilton in November, and a large 
contingent of strikers participated in a big 
November 21 labor demonstration in Ot­
tawa, the Canadian capital. 

A vital challenge facing the Canadian 
labor movement is the need for an alliance 
between workers in English Canada and 
Quebec. Local 1005 set an important ex­
ample by refusing to sign a contract until 
Stelco backed down on procompany 
changes in contract language it was trying 
to impose on smaller USW A locals in Qu~­
bec. At the November 21 de111onstration 
Local 1005 distributed an appeal for strike 
solidarity in English and French. 

The final contract was only approved 
after strikers had the opportunity to read, 
study, and discuss it for 48 hours. It was a 
better deal than other locals had settled for. 

The 1981 experiences proved, said Wat­
son, that gains can be made today when the 
unions mobilize and fight. 

Changed situation 
However, the USW A has been weakened 

considerably over the past three years. 
Layoffs have resulted in forcing younger 
members out of the-union. As in the United 
States, employer demands for concessions 
have become the norm. 

A conclusion of the January 28 meeting 
is that no one in the USW A leadership has 
adequately met these challenges. Top 
USW A international officers have pro­
moted concessions· as part of their overall 
view that workers· interests are tied to the 
profits and well-being of their employers. 

Patterson, too, has disappointed many 
who voted for him with highhopes. He has 
abandoned many of his campaign prom­
ises, such as his pledge to lead an organiz­
ing drive at Dofasco Steel, a major nonun­
ion operation. He has also joined in a rep­
rehensible attack on Cec Taylor and the 
elected leadership at Local 1005 . 

The militant example of the 1981 Stelco 
strike was feared by top bureaucrats at in­
ternational union headquarters in 
Pittsburgh. The employer offensive makes 
it more difficult for these officials to carry 
out their job of keeping the lid on things 
and persuading workers to accept conces­
sions without a fight. The example of a 
more militant leadership that did lead a 
fight had to be removed - especially be­
fore another contract battle loomed. 

The international· leadership urged on 
conservative forces within Local 1005 and 
then agreed to carry out a Kangaroo-court­
style investigation of Taylor based on 
trumped-up charges of "financial misman­
agement." As a result Taylor has been re..: 
moved from office and suspended from the 
union for two years . .... 

A consequence of this, explained Local 
1005 member Dan Grant, is that Stelco is 

· pressing for early negotiations in order to 
impose a wage freeze and phony "profit­
sharing" plan. The new conservative Local 
1005 leadership is lending support to these 
ideas. 

Socialists and other radical-minded 
workers, said Watson, should defend the 
Taylor leadership from these attacks. How­
ever, Taylor's own weaknesses make this 
more difficult. Many members of his 
caucus boycott local union meetings in 

favor of their own caucus meetings. They 
are not effectively taking this fight to the 
union ranks . 

Patterson ·has supported this attack on 
Taylor. This and his retreat from his more 
radical positions is an attempt to establish a 
working relationship with the union's top 
officials at the expense of the r~s. 

. Ironically, Patterson remains under at­
tack from the very same conservative inter­
national union officials who oppose 
Taylor. These officials are caught between 

· the · pressure of deepening employer at~ 
tacks, and growing sentiment from work­
ers who want the union to fight back. In the 
view of these officials, and the employers, 
Watson explained, both Taylor and Patter­
son "are simply not reliable enough," for 
the task <,>f keeping the lid on. 

New leadership needed 

The meeting concluded that one of the · 
lessons of this experience is the key impor­
tance of developing a leadership with a rev­
olutionary program that unequivocally de­
fends workers interests and is fully ac­
countable to the union ranks. Such leaders 
will not seeK: elected union office as a ca­
reer., but as a tool to lead union struggles. 

This discussion continued following a 
report by USW A Local 2900 member 
Grant Elgaard on the March 29 USW A 
presidential election. Like socialist steel­
workers in the United States, Canadian 
socialists see this election as an opportunity 
to deepen a <liscussion with other steel­
worker!> about changing the class col­
laborationist course the top USW A leader­
ship is on and beginning a fightback 
against the employers. 

Socialists do not see this as limited to the 
issues of narrow union politics - · as many 
USW A officials do. Rather the socialists 
intend to raise all the big political chal­

. Ienges facing working people - the fight 
against employer takebacks, combatting 
unemployment and . layoffs, the fight 
against Washington's war in Central 
America and Ottawa's support for it, and 
others. 

The meeting agreed that reform candi­
date Ron Weisen offered the best alterna­
tive for steelworkers in the March 29 elec­
tion. Unfortunately Weisen.'s campaign is 
not organized or visible in Canada. Patter­
son is supporting international union Trea­
surer Frank McKee as a reform candidate. 
Most other USW A officials in Canada and 
Quebec support Lynn Williams. 

Socialist steelworkers from the United 
States who participated in the January 28 
meeting as observers explained that in the 
United States McKee is running on a plat­
form that supports measures to limit Cana­
dian imports into the United States and 
questions Williams' qualifications because 
he is not a U.S. citizen. Such an approach 
only breaks down solidarity among USW A 
members. "The 'U.S.' in USWA," said 
one U.S. participant "stands for United 
Steelworkers, not United States ." 

Steelworkers should reject Williams' 
candidacy, the meeting agreed .:___ but be­
cause of his defense of the top leadership's 
cooperation with the employers, not his na­
tionality. 
· The January 28 meeting, the first com­
mon meeting of socialist steelworkers from 
Quebec and English Canada, deepened the 
understanding of the strategy necessary to 
transform the USW A into a tool for effec­
tive struggle. It was a step forward for 
socialist workers on both sides of the bor­
der who share this task. 



Farmers discuss strategy for '84 elections 

. Kilanowski 
Bates family, Black farmers from Kansas, lead October 1983 demonstration protest­
ing attempts at foreclosing a section of their farm. Struggles like these are part of 
forging a fighting alliance among Blacks, unionists, and farmers. 

BY D.M. WILLIAMS 
DES MOINES - The North American 

Farm· Alliance (NAFA) held a meeting here 
January 20 and 21 to discuss electoral per­
spectives in 1984. 

The meeting was attended by farmers 
from eight states, as well as representatives 
of the United Auto Workers from the John 
Deere plant in Waterloo, Iowa, and District 
70 of the International Association of 
Machinists , which organizes aerospace 
workers in Wichita and other cities in Kan-

sas. 
One session heard representatives of 

several presidential candidates. Those that 
appeared included Joe Swanson represen­
ting the Socialist Workers Party ticket and 
representatives of Democratic Party candi­
dates Jesse Jackson, George McGovern, 
Gary Hart, Alan Cranston, and Walter 
Mondale. 

Swanson, speaking for Mel Mason and 
Andrea Gonzalez, SWP candidates for 
president and vice-president, said, "What 

is really needed is to tum the labor move­
ment into a fighting instrument. Mason and 
Gonzalez believe it must be a fighting 
movement to ally with farmers, Blacks, 
Latinos, and women." 

Swanson, a Nebraska rail worker and 
member of United Transportation Union 
Local 305, noted that "the discussions here 
have dealt with an important issue - how 
to get political power." What is needed, he 
explained, "is a break from the capitalist 
two-party system, an independent political 
organization based on the unions." 

Working people also need "a new form 
of government," Swanson said, "to act in 
our interests, to defend us from the banks 
and corporations. We need a government 
of workers and farmers to represent the 
majority, instead of the present govern­
ment, which represents a minority." . 

Mason and Gonzalez are fighters; Swan­
son poil)ted out, noting that Mason sup­
ported farm workers in California against 
agribusiness as a city councilman in Sea­
side, California. 

Swanson concluded by noting that the 
socialist perspective was "a longer road, 
but the only realistic road" to solving the 
problems of working people, ending the 
U.S. government's wars, and ending ra­
cism and sexism. "We should have confi­
dence in ourselves .. We do all the work, 
and farmers raise the food and fiber we all 
consume." 

In opening the Des Moines gathering, 
. Merle Hansen, chairman of NAFA, stated: 
"Farm prices are set in Washington, 
D. C. . . . One of the things we need to do is 
make a major change in Washington, and 
make it fast. " 

N.Y. tannery workers end 10-day strike 
BY GEORGE KING 
AND HECTOR CARRION 

GLOVERSVILLE, N.Y. - On Feb­
ruary 11 , striking tannery workers here 
voted to ratify a new contract, thus ending 
their 10-day-long strike. The contract pro: 
posal contained a wage freeze in the first 
year, a wage reopener in the third year, and 
some rate adjustments on piece rates. 

The contract was ratified 307-105. The 
workers are organized by Local 1712 
United Tannery Workers of the Amalga­
mated Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
(ACTWU). A union spokesperson told the 
Militant that while workers were not en­
thusiastic about the agreement, they felt 
pressured by the high unemployment in the 
area to accept it. 

The strike began on February I , when 
more than 700 workers struck the Glove 
City tanneries owned by the Feuer Leather 
Group. Glove City is how the tannery 
towns of Gloversville and Johnstown, near 
Albany, are called. 

were safety and environmental concerns 
and problems related to . imports and ex­
ports. 

The union stressed that this strike is re­
lated to the national trend of take back con­
tracts and attacks on workers' rights . 
"There was PATCO and Greyhound, and 
with Reagan wanting four more years , if .. 
you are going to bust the union, now is the 
time to do it." 

The union pointed ouf how the tannery 
owners had been stockpiling leather hides 
for several months and now were farming 
out work to other, nonunion shops like Ul­
fratec, which was set up in the Glove City 
area. This put the bosses in a stronger pos­
ition to attack the union at contract time. 

The union felt the strike that began at 
Carvelle on Aug. 29, 1983, set the pattern 
for the intransi·gence of the tannery owners. 
The refusal of the Carvelle owners to rec­
ognize the ACTWU local at that plant em­
boldened the rest of the Glove City tannery 
owners. On March 12 the National Labor 

Relations Board will hear the Carvelle 
workers' appeal. · 

These 67 workers have been on strike for 
nearly six months. The union stressed that 
in January workers from Buffalo picketed 
along with the Carvelle workers and that 
more of this kind of strike solidarity was 
needed. 

The unio_n representatives told us that 
they weren't getting the changes they 
wanted on health and safety issues. 

They pointed out the dangers of working 
with formaldehyde and chrome, two very 
toxic chemicals involved in the tanning 
process. A union representative pointed 
out "once- you get chrome poisoning you 
can' t work in the tannery again .- The tan­
nery owners, like bosses elsewhere, use the 
threat of plant shutdowns so they won' t 
have to live up to health and safety de" 
mands raised by the workers." 

The union told us of local solidarity for 
their strike, including community support 
in Gloversville and Johnstown. 

The discussions mostly centered on par- -
ticular congressional and senatorial races 
in farm states and on supporting or oppos­
ing ~articular Democratic or Republican 
candidates. The participants also discussed 
ways to "impact national political think­
ing" on farm issues. These included a call 
for a national farm congress to influence 
the Democratic Party platform and an ag~ 
ricultural caucus of delegates at Ute Demo­
cratic Party national convention. 

Some of the key points taken up were 
demands for 90 percent parity, a 
moratorium on farm foreclosures, low-in­
terest loans for farmers , and investigation 
of the Farm Credit Association, making 
foreclosed land held by the Farmers' Home 
Administration available for cultivation, 
restrictions on imports and land ownership 
by noncitizens, a revision of inheritance 
tax laws, an end to grain trade embargoes 
and Washington's use of food as a foreign 
policy weapon, and reduction in military 
spending. 

Those at the NAFA meeting also partici­
pated in a forum for Democratic candidates 
in Ames, Iowa, on January 21. A month 
earlier 900 people heard Jesse Jackson in 
Great Bend, Kansas, at a meeting chaired 
by Kansas American Agriculture Move­
ment spokesman Darrel Ringer. 

The NAFA gathering took up a special 
point on the influence of right-wing organi­
zations in the faim movement, particularly 
Lyndon LaRouche's National Democratic 
Policy Committee. 

The history of this grouping is one of 
violence against left-wing and progressive 
organizations, hostility to the labor move­
ment and Black rights, support for im­
perialism's war policies, and fascist-like 
demagogy. (During the NAFA meeting, ' 
LaRouche's supporters held a news confer­
ence in the same hotel. One explained that 
she ran for the Democratic nomination for 
governor of North Dakota under the reac­
tionary slogan: "You don't have to be gay 
and kill babies and speak Russian to be a 
Democrat.") 

It was pointed out that, while LaRouche 
and others echo farmers' demands for par­
ity, an end to foreclosures, and low-interest 
loans, their real aim is to destroy unity 
among farmers and between farmers and 
their allies in the union movement, the 
Black community, and among women. 

The two-day session was marked by 
lively discussion of the crisis facing farm­
ers and possible political action. 

While most of this discussion centered 
on work in the two capitalist parties, sup­
porters of the Mason/Gonzalez campaign 
received !l good hearing for the socialist al­
ternative. After Swanson spoke, he was ap­
proached by a farmer from southern Illinois · 
who had been a coal miner and member of 
the United Mine Workers before he bought 
a farm. After looking at the socialists' cam­
paign literature, he told Swanson: "I didn't 
have to read too far to see you're right on 
the mark." 

The strike was triggered by workers op­
position to the original takeback contract 
proposal by the Feuer Group that would cut 
back insurance benefits and some of the 
piecework rates. 

Interest continues in Don ·Rojas interview 
The strike involved the five Feuer Group 

plants: Karg Brothers, Risedorph, Pan 
American, Crown Leather Finishings, and 
Cresendoe. Pan American and Karg 
Brothers are the largest of the plants. The 
rejected proposal called for a wage freeze 
the first year and hourly wage hikes of 20 
cents and 30 cents in the second and third 

· years. 
The piece rate concessions were the 

most serious attack on the workers' stan­
dard of living. 

The sentiment on the picket lines re­
flected how seriously workers see this at­
tack on piece rates. During the strike, a day 
worker with 12 years at Karg Brothers 
commented, "this proposal means we'll be 
working harder for less. It's like the Grey­
hound strike. The workers got nothing but 
when the owners settled they voted them­
selves a big pay raise." 

This was the first strike against Feuer 
since 1964. But the struggle of Glove City 
workers against the tannery bosses has a 
long history. It goes back to the 1933 and 
1950 strikes when the tannery owners tried 
to destroy the unions and beat back the 
fight of the leather workers for decent con­
tracts . Union spokespeople said other is­
sues involved in the recent negotiations 

. . 

BY SANDI SHERMAN 
The response to the interview with Don 

Rojas recently published in Intercontinen­
tal Press and Perspectiva Mundial indi­
cates a widespread interest in discussing 
the lessons of the events in Grena_da. 

Rojas was the press secretary for mur­
dered Grenada Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop. In the interview, he describes the 
events leading up to the overthrow of the 
Grenada workers and farmers government 
and the U.S. invasion. 

Branches of the Socialist Workers Party 
have so far ordered more than four times as 
many copies of the IP with this interview 
as they usually order. 

Los Angeles socialists have sold close to 
100 copies. Their biggest single sale was at 
a Grenada slide show sponsored by the Na­
tional Black Independent Political Party 
and the National Conference of Black 
Lawyers . There they sold every IP they 

. brought with them and had to photocopy 
extra copies to sell . 

The U.S.-Grenada Friendship Society in 
Los Angeles has also photocopied the in­
terview and is starting to get it around. 
Ollie Bivins of the Los Angeles SWP re­
ports that "people who are concerned about 
Grenada come to the SWP for information. 

People who have heard about the interview 
have been calling -the bookstore and stop­
ping in to buy it." 

The more recently published issue of PM 
with the Rojas interview has met with a · 
similar response. Several copies were sold 
at a meeting of a Central America solidar­
ity coalition in Los Angeles. Socialists are 
reaching Salvadoran revolutionaries in the 
United States with the interview, and some 
of them-have indicated a desire to continue 
discussions about the Grenada events. 

In Seattle, where 60 IPs have been sold 
so far, socialists sat down and drew up lists 
of activists in the solidarity groups, Black 
movement, women's rights and union 
movements who they work with and 
thought would be interested in studying the 
Grenada events. Every member volun­
teered to talk to people about it. 

Chris Homer recently phoned In a reor­
der saying, "It' s the kind of thing we 
should continue to have around." 

Socialists in Brooklyn imd Manhattan 
have sold some 175 copies of IP. 

Many of these have been sold at differ­
ent events on Grenada sponsored by a wide 
variety of groups,-including the National 
Black United Front, the National Alliance 

of Third World Journalists, and the Com­
mittee for a Free Grenada. 

Twenty-five copies were sold at a report­
back meeting of a health commission that 
recently visited Grenada, after their avail­
ability was announced during the discus­
sion. 

In addition to taking the interview to po­
litical events, Brooklyn socialists have 
been setting up literature tables in the 
Caribbean community every Saturday. 
Sales results after three weeks included 
$160 worth of literature and a number of 
copies of the IP with the Rojas interview. 

Other areas report a similar response. 
Chicago socialists ordered 100 copies and 
have so far sold close to 70, including to 
revolutionaries from Central America, Af­
rica, and the Middle East. San Francisco 
reports selling 50; St. Louis has sold close 
to 25; and Atlanta, Washington, D.C., De­
troit, and San Diego recently ordered 10 
more copies each. 

Copies of the IP and PM containing this 
important interview are still available. To 
order, send $1. 50 to Intercontinental Press, 
410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014; or 
75 cents to Perspectiva Mundial, 408 West 
St., New York, N.Y. 10014. 
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-THE GREAT SOCIETY-----:-------------
The march .of science - A 

Ford plant in Bridgend, Wales, re­
portedly has the most advanced 
engine assembly line in Europe. 

whack or a kick. "It's the most ef­
fective way of keeping production 
going," a spokesman explained. 

Splitting the atom ~ The 
Long Island Lighting Co. in New 
York is considering giving up 
completing its Shoreham nuke 
plant. W.ith COf!StrllCtion a decade 
behind schedule, the cost is now 
put at $4 billion, 15 times the ini­
tial estimate. Utility customers 
will be asked to· help assure con­
tinuing stockholder dividends. 
Not perhaps the 56 percent rate 
hike suggested last year, an offi­
cial said, but. ... 

were wondering, if that Shoreham 
plant had worked out, and made a 
bundle, would they be pushing a 
56 percent rate reduction? 

customers. It quickly urged reci­
pients to report the error and not 
use the cards fraudulently. "We · 
are asking our customers," a 
spokesperson, said, "to be honest." 

acres adjoining my property." 

Couldn't see the forest ••• ? 
- According to an apparently 
confirmed Izvestia report, the CIA 
planted a cleverly designed fake 
tree trunk, housing electronic spy 
equipment, near a Soviet military 
installation. Unfortunately, it 
stood out, since it was a pine tree· 
replica placed in an aspen fo~est. Harry 

Ring 

If Dick mops and dusts -The 
Nixons have a new home. With 
four of the 12 tenants voting no, a 
New York co-op voted to sell 
them a $1.8 million apartment. 
The Nixons decided to give up 
their New Jersey home because, 
since her recent illness, it's been 
hard for Pat io manage a house, 
The house had 16 rooms, the 
apartment only 12. 

Each day, a worker is assigned to 
sit by. equipped with a heavy 
hammer and wearing boots with 
steel-capped toes. When the line 
stops rolling, the worker gives it a 

Ask a foolish question •••• -
Not meaning to be naive, but we 

Like they are - AT&T mailed 
out 4,700 credit cards to wrong 

Victim of underdevelopment? 
- Investment banker Nicholas 
Brady - who signed the Kis­
singer report on Central America, 
which gives lip service to land re­
form there - responded indig­
nantly to a New York Times report 
that he lives on a 4,300 acre estate 
in New Jersey. "The Times exag­
gerated the size of my estate," 
Brady declared. "I live on 18 acres 
and have an interest in a company 
that owns 2, 700 undeveloped 

Thought for the week- "It's 
really a lovely place. The terrain is 
more rugged than I imagined, but 
it certainly is a lovely piece of real 
estate." · - Secretary of State 
Shultz commenting on his Feb­
ruary 7 visit to Grenada. 

.-CALENDAR·------:--------------
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
What Strategy in '84? U.S. Left Debates the 
Elections. Speaker: Andy Rose, Socialist 
Workers Party National Committee. Sat., Feb. 
18, 7:30 p.m. 205 18th St. S. Donation re­
quested. Ausp: Militant Forum Series. For more 
information call (205) 323-3079. 
Who Killed Karen Silkwood? Sat., March 3, 
7:30p.m. 205 18th St. S. Donation requested . 
Ausp: Militant Forum Series. For more infor­
mation call (205) 323-3079. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Behind the Tragedy in Grenada. Videotape 
interview with Don Rojas, press secretary to 
murdered Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop. Presentation by James Harris, Socialist 
Workers Party National Committee, visited 
Grenada in 1981. Translation to Spanish. Sat. , 
March 3, 7:30 p.m. 2546 W Pico. Donation: 

. $2. Militant Bookstore/Libreria Perspectiva 
Mundial Forum. For more information call 
(213) 380-9460. 

San Diego 
Open House for Socialist Workers Party 
Congressional Campaign. Speakers: Mari 
Hawkes, candidate for Congress and member of 
International Association of Machinists; Mary 
Jo Vogel , candidate for Congress and member 
of United Auto Workers. Videotape of speech 
by Mel Mason, Socialist Workers candidate for 
U.S. president, given in Seaside, Calif. Trans­
lation to Spanish. Sat., Feb. 18; reception, 5 
p.m.; program, 6 p.m. 1053 15th St. Ausp: 
Socialist Workers '84 Campaign. For more in­
formation call (619) 234-4630. 

Rally for Trade Union Rights. Speakers: Sally 
Goodman, United Auto Workers member and 
victim of government harassment in "security" 
investigation; Merril Cohen, fired from Tele­
dyne-Ryan for her antiwar and trade union ac­
tivity; others . Translation to Spanish. Sat., Feb. 
25, 7:30 p.m. 222 Broadway (Golden Hill 
Community Center). Donation: $2. Ausp: Polit­
ical Rights Defense Fund. For more information 
call (619) 234-4630. 

KENTUCKY 
Louisville 
Rally to Defend Political Refugees. Speakers: 
Hector Marroquin, Mexican-born socialist 
fighting deportation by the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service; Paul Soreff, executive 
board, National La:.vyers Guild; Mattie Jones, 
chairperson of Kentucky Alliance Against Ra­
cist and Political Repression; George Bucha­
nan, recently returned from Nicaragua. Sat., 
Feb. 18; reception, 7:30p.m.; program, 8 p.m . 
First Unitarian Church, 322 York . Donation: 
$2. Ausp: Political Rights Defense Fund. For 
more infm:mation call (502) 637-7581, 634-
3010. 

MISSOURI 
Kansas City 
War, Racism, and Unemployment: Is This 
the Future for Young People? A discussion on 
the 1984 elections. Speakers: Debonih Whitley , 
Young Socialist Alliance National Committee; 
Norma Hill, president of Missouri Association 
of Black Social Workers and member of Na­
tional Black Independent Political Party; repre­
sentative of Black United Front. Sun., Feb. 19, 
7 p.m. 4715-A Troost. Donation: $1. Ausp: 

Young Socialist Alliance. For more information 
call (816) 753-0404. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
After SO Years of Struggle ••• Sandino Lives! 
A program of films, videos, slide shows, speak­
ers, and music in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary· of the assassination of Augusto 
Sandino. Films include A/sino and the Condor 
and Letter From Morazan . Sat. ,, Feb. 25, 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Tailer Latinoamericano, 19 W 
21 St., 2nd floor. Ausp: Casa Nicaragua, Casa 
El Salvador, Casa El Salvador - Comite 
Farabundo Marti, Committee in Solidarity With 
the Peoples' of Guatemala, others . For more in­
formation call (212) 243-2678. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
Public Meeting to Stop the Deportation of 
Hector Marroquin. Speakers: Hector Marro­
quin, Mexican-born socialist fighting deporta­
tion by the Immigration and Naturalization Ser­
vice; W.W. Finlator, national board of Ameri­
can Civil Liberties Union; representatives from 
North Carolina NAACP, North Carolina Na­
tional Lawyers Guild, and Winston-Salem Na­
tional Black Independent Political Party. Sat., 
Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m. Church of the Redeemer, 
901 E Friendly Ave. Ausp: Political Rights De­
fense Fund, N.C. National Lawyers Guild, 
Carolina Refugee Fund, Triad Citizens Con­
cerned for Central America. For more informa­
tion call (919) 272-5996. 

OREGON 
Portland 
Film: With Babies and Banners Sun., Feb. 

26, 7:30 p.m. 711 NW Everett. Donation: 
$1.50. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (503) 222-7225. 

WISCONSIN 
Milwaukee 
Socialist Workers Campaign Party. Sat. , 
Feb. 18, 8 p.m. 2126 N 41st St. Donation: $1. 
Ausp: Socialist Workers Campaign Committee. 
For more information call (414) 445-2076. 

Mel Mason to appear 
on Miami talk show 

Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
U.S. president Mel Mason will be on the 
David Gold Talk Show, WGBS 710 AM in 
Miami, Florida. The program is from 7:00 
to 8:00p.m., Monday, February 20. Call­
in number for questions is (305) 653-8811. 

Subscribe to the 
Young Socialist 

Bimonthly revolutionary youth pa­
per covers the fight against Washing­
ton's wars and racism, the struggle for 
women's liberation, and the fight for a 
socialist world. 
$1 for half -year 
$3 for one year 
14 Charles Lane 
New York, New York 10014 
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ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Malcolm X: What He Stood For, Why He 
Was Killed. Speakers to be announced. Sat., 
Feb. 25, 7:30p.m. 205 18th St. S. Donation 
requested . Ausp: Militant Forum Series. For 
more information call (205) 323-3079. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Film: Malcolm X. Feature film based on his 
autobiography. Translation to Spanish. Sat., 
Feb. 18, 7:30p.m. 2546 W Pico Blvd. Dona- . 
tion: $3 . Ausp: Militant Forum. For more in­
formation call (213) 380-9460. 

COLORADO 
Denver 
The Legacy of Malcolm X. Speaker: Joe 
Walters, Socialist Wqrkers Party. Fri., Feb. 
24, 7:30p.m. 126 W 12th Ave. Donation: 
$2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more infor­
mation call (303) 534-8954. 

KENTUCKY 
Louisville 
Film: Tribute to Malcolm X. Followed by 
panel discussion. Speakers: Omar Farooq, 
Muslim Students Association of Indiana Uni­
versity; Joe Buckner, Young Socialist Al­
liance. Sat. , Feb. 25, 8 p.m. 809 E Broad­
way. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. 
For more information call (502) 587-8418. 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
Mal,;,lm X Speaks. Film showing. Sat., 
Feb. 18, 8 p.m. 7146 W McNichols . Dona­
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (313) 862-7755. • 

The Ballot or the Bullet: A Malcolm X 
Commemorative Forum on Electoral Poli­
tics. S.p_eakers: Chokwe Lumumba, Republic 

of New Africa; Jemadari Kamara, National 
Black Independent Political Party (N~IPP); 
Andrew Pulley, NBIPP; representative of 
Jesse Jackson campaign. Sun. , Feb. 19, 7 
p.m. 8411 E 4th. Ausp: NBIPP. For more in­
formation call (313) 921-0200. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
Malcolm X: Struggle for Freedom and 
Tribute to Malcolm X. Two films on Mal­
colm X's views .and perspective for Black 
liberation. Translation to Spanish. Sat., Feb. 
18, 7:30p.m. 508 N Snelling. Donation $2. 
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information 
call (612) 644-6325. 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
Young Socialist Educational . Conference 
Honoring Black History Month. Two 
classes by Mac Warren, Socialist Workers 

. Party National Committee. I. "Black Recon­
struction and the Fight for a Radical Agrarian 
Reform: 1865-1877." Sun., Feb. 26, II 
a.m. 2. "The Defeat of Radical Reconstruc­
tion and the Rise of Jim Crow: 1877-1920." 
Sun., Feb. 26, 2 p.m. United Black Commu­
nity Fund Bldg. 1900 Pendelton St. Dona­
tion: $2. Ausp: Young Socialist Alliance. 
For more information call (314) 772-4410. 

Malcolm X: The Man and His Ideas. 
Speakers: Alice Windom, leader of National 
Association of Black Social Workers, met 
with Malcolm X in Ghana in 1964; Mac War­
ren, Socialist Workers Party National Com­
mittee. United Black Community Fund Bldg. 
1900 Pendelton St. Donation: $2 Ausp: Mil­
itant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(314) 772-4410. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
Black History Month Forum . Series: El-
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Hajj Malik El-Shabazz. Film on life of 
Malcolm X. Fri . , Feb. 17;dinner,6:30p.m., 
forum, 7:30p.m. 141 Halsey St. (corner of 
Raymond). Donation: forum, $2; dinner, $3. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor­
mation call (201) 643-3341. 

Black History Month Forum Series: Black 
Political Perspectives in 1984 - Which 
Way Forward? Panel discussion . Transla- . 
tion to Spanish. Fri . , Feb. 24; dinner, 6:30 
p.m., forum, 7:30p.m. 141 Halsey (corner 
of Raymond). Donation: forum, $2; dinner, 
$3. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (201) 643-3341. 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque 
Black History Month: A Tribute to Mal­
colm X and Martin Luther King. 2 Films: 
Martin Luther King from Montgomery to 
Memphis and Tribute to Malcolm X. Discus­
sion to follow. Sat., Feb. 17, 7:30p.m. 1417 
Central Ave. NE. Donation: $2. Ansp: Mili­
tant Forum. For more information call (505) 
842-0954 .. 

NEW YORK 
Albany 
Malcolm X: The Man and His Ideas. 
Speakers: Tim Holmes; Mike Stevens; Geo­
rge Kontanis, Socialist Workers Party. Fri. , 
Feb. 24, 8 p.m. 23 Central Ave. Donation: 
$2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (518) 434-3247 . 

Manhattan 
Film: Malcolm X: The Struggle for Free­
dom. Discussion to follow . Translation to 
Spanish. Fri. , Feb. 17; dinner, 6:30 p.m.; 
forum, 7:30 p.m. 79 Leonard St . (5 blks. 
south of Canal) . Donation: $2. Ausp: Mili­
tant Labor Forum/Foro de Perspectiva Mun­
dial. For more infonnation call (212) 226-
8445. 

OHIO 
Cincinnati 
A Tribute to Malcolm X. Film, Malcolm X 
Speaks and discussion to follow. Sun., Feb. 
19, 7:30 p.m. 4945 Paddock Rd . (Bond 
Hill). Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (513) 242-
7161. 
Cleveland 
Malcolm X and Black Liberation in 1984. 
A panel discussion. Speakers: Paul Hill, in­
structor at Cuyahoga Community · College; 
Omari Musa, Socialist Workers candidate for 
Congress, 21st C.D.; others . Sat., Feb. 25; 
refreshments, 6 p.m. ; program, 7 p.m. 
15105 St. Clair Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Labor Forum. For more information 
call (216) 451 -6150. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Harrisburg 
Film: Malcolm X: Struggle for Freedom. 
Sun., Feb. 19, 3 p.m. 803 N 2nd St. Dona­
tion: $1 .50. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. 
For more information call (717) 234-5052. 
Pittsburgh 
Malcolm X: The Man And His Ideas. 
Speakers: AI Duncan, member of Socialist 
Workers Party and United Mine Workers of 
America Local 2350; others . Sat., Feb. 18, 7 
p.m. 141 S Highland, 3rd floor (E Liberty) . 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor· Forum. 
For more information call ( 412) 362-6767. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown 
Malcolm X: The_ Man and His Ideas. 
Speaker: AI Duncan, member of Socialist 
Workers Party and United Mine Workers 
Local 2350. Sun., Feb. 19, 7 p.m. 957 Uni­
versity Ave. Donation: $2~ Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum. For more information call 
(304) 296-0055. 



San Diego Machinists stand up to Teamster raid 
BY RICK REAVES by handing out more newsletters and handbills. 

SAN DIEGO - International Association of 
Machinists (lAM) Local 1125, 6,000 members strong, is 
facing a niid by Los Angelt~s-based Teamsters Local 
2707. This comes just months before Local 1l25's con­
tract with General Dynamics Convair expires on April 
29. 

tract, including a dual wage scale -lowet wages for new 
employees . 

The raid by the Teamsters weakens our ability to or­
ganize and fight the company's attacks. 

Even worse, the raid could lead workers at Convair to 
find ourselves without a union. If the Teamsters 'get an 
election scheduled, the door is open for the Engineer's 
Association, a company union, to get on the ballot by 
getting just one decertification card signed. In fact , work­
ers would have four choices: vote for the lAM , vote for 
the Teamsters, vote for the Engineer's Association, or 

Local 1125 has set up a revolving fund of $10,000; not 
to exceed $70,000, to fight the raid and defend the lAM. 

Support for the lAM has come from other quarters as 
well. The San Diego-Imperial Counties Central Labor 
Council passed a resolution against the raid and member 
unions have pledged aid and resources. 

Right now Teamsters organizers claim to have signed 
up the 30 percent of the work force needed to file for a de­
certification election with the National Labor Relations 

Workers supporting the Teamsters raid are under a lot 
of illusions and should reconsider their position. Do they 
think changing the union is going to change the work 
force? Will it give us a better contract? If workers at Gen­
eral Dynamics want a stronger union we need to get to­
gether and fight the company, not ourselves. UNION TALK 

vote. for no union. . 
Of course, if an election is held we can be sure the 

company will launch a barrage of antiunion propaganda. 

Board (NLRB) . They've declared they won ' t file unless 
they get a majority of workers to sign. The filing date is 

In addition, the raid strengthens the company' s posi­
tion by giving them an excuse to stall any serious bar-
gaining for as long as possible. · 

So where does the lAM stand in responding to this 
challenge? 

Raids such as this one are also 2 blow to labor solidar­
ity. It is a blow to workers organized by the Teamsters 
elsewhere who face similar employer attacks. 

Some workers supporting the Teamsters no doubt have 
real and important grievances about past . practices of the 
lAM. And everyone wants a stronger contract both at 
Convair and Electronics. Given the union-busting atmos­
phere, most workers are genuinely thinking out how to 
get a better contract and build a stronger union. 

February 26. ·· 
What' s behind this decertification drive by the 

Teamsters? 
The Teamsters claim the lAM has failed to properly 

service the membership. In literature passed out at the 
plant Teamsters supporters claim they can get the mem­
bership a better contract. 

For example, one of their tactics is to compare the 
Teamsters contract for Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA) 
mechanics in San Diego with the lAM contract at Con­
vair. But airline mechanics are in a different industry 
with generally higher wages, whether represented by the 
lAM or the Teamsters. This is a false and' misleading 
comparison. 

Last August members of three previously existing loc­
als at General Dynamics Convair and Electronics Divi­
sions here voted to merge into one local. About 4,500 of 
the 6,000 workers are employed by Convair. This was a 
step towards unity between the Convair and Electronics 
workers . The Electronics workers have a separate con­
tract that expires in August 1985. 

But there is no shortcut to doing this. There is no quick 
fix like bringing in the Teamsters or any other union that 
is going to get us big raises and a contract with no holes 
in it . 

And last fall an election for the merged local brought a 
younger and more responsive leadership into office. 

Instead of looking for a shortcut, we need to stick with 
lAM Local 1125 and begin transforming it into a local 
that educates and mobilizes the membership to take on 
the company . 

Convair workers want the best contract we can get . 

The local and international lAM leadership considers 
the Teamsters raid as a serious challenge. Several Grand 
Lodge representatives have been brought in to work with 
the Local 1125 leadership. This includes Bill Weigand, 
administrative assistant to lAM Vice-pres . Justin Ostro. 
Ostro is heading up the negotiating committee for the up­
coming contract. 

We need a union that reaches out to solidarize with 
other workers' struggles and thereby gets solidarity re­
turned when needed. We need.a union that reaches out 
and solidarizes with Blacks, Latinos, and Asians fighting 
racist attacks; that supports equal rights for women; that 
solidarizes with workers and farmers in El Salvador by 
opposing the government's support to the dictatorship 
there. 

However, the raid by'the Teamsters is not the way to do 
that. The raid, in fact, is a serious threat to the interests of 
the workers. 

Why? 
A new office has recently been opened nearer to the 

main plant with more access to the membership. 
The Teamsters raiding operation threatens to divide 

General Dynamics workers at a time when the maximum 
unity is needed- during contrac.t negotiations. We are 
facing a company drive to raise their profits, especially as 
Washington sends mill1ons of dollars of military aid to 
Central American dictators. This means big bucks for the 
owners of General Dynamics who have contra.cts with the 
Pentagon . 

Also beginning steps are being taken to move toward 
coordinated bargaining between lAM organized plants in 
several cities such as San Diego and Pomona, California, 
and Fort Worth, Texas. 

The new lAM local leadership is also taking steps to 
improve its relations with the membership. New classes 
have been held for shop stewards on the contract and how 
to better enforce it. T*o more business representatives , 
one elected by the local, have been added to help speed 
up the grievance procedure . 

We need a union that can involve the membership in 
fighting General Dynamics union-busting tactics . Only 
a mobilized and militant member$hip can take on General 
Dynamics in the upcoming contract talks . 

Instead of being taken in l:>y the Teamsters officials' 
hollow promises, Convair workers need to unify and 
build the strongest possible lAM Local 1125. 

But for the workers this drive ~r more profits means 
more attacks on our wages and. working conditions. For 
example, Convair is trying to impose a concession con- The lAM is making itself more visible to the workers 

Rick Reaves is an electronics assembler at General Dy­
namics/ Electronics and a member of JAM Local 1125. 

Salvador freedom fighters announce peace plan 
' ) 

Continued from Page 2 
the proposal for a provisional government 
with a revolutionary-democratic program 
put forward at the Mexico City news con­
ference . 

The cov!!rage instead focused on the re­
bels' decision not to sabotage or disrupt the 
March elections. 

They imply that the decision not to mil­
itarily interfere in the presidential elections 
is a sign of political weakness , or reflects a 
lack of support among th~ masses. 

The FMLN-FDR explained , however, 
that the decision not to "boycott the actions 
militarily," as Ungo termed it , was made 
because many people will be forced to par-

ticipate in the elections, since voting has 
been made obligatory by the regime. 

At the same time, Ungo explained, "The 
[presidential] elections of March 25 are no 
solution and will further tend to make more 
complicated the objective of a political sol­
ution. " That's why, the FMLN explained, 
the battle against the U.S. -backed regime 
will continue before, during , and after the 
elections. 

Washington doesn ' t see the elections as 
a solution either. They are simply an at­
tempt to give the puppet regime more 
legitimacy at home and abroad. 

Meanwhile, Washington is accelerating 
preparations for direct U.S. military inter-

vention. The U.S. rulers know that this is 
what it will take if they are going to have a 
chance at turning back the advance of the 
socialist revolution that is unfolding in . El 
Salvador and the entire region. 

That's why the Reagan administration is 
requesting $376 million in additional mili­
tary aid for the Salvadoran government in 
1984 and 1985. 

That's why the Pentagon is building 
bases in neighboring Honduras and carry­
ing out permanent "war games" there with 
thousands of U.S. troops. 

This latest peace proposal is an impor­
tant political response by the FMLN to 
U.S . imperialism's escalation of the war. 

It ' s a sign of the FMLN's growing 
strength . 

In addition , the FMLN-FDR political in­
itiative can aid the building of an interna­
tional, anti-U .S . intervention movement 
by making clear that it ' s the U.S . rulers, 

· not the Salvadoran freedom fighters, who 
are the source of war in Central America. 

Subscribe to Perspectiva Mundial, biweekly, 
Spanish-language sister publication of the 
Militant. $2.50 for 6 issues, $8 for 6 months, 
or $16 for one year. Write to 408 West St, 
New York, New York 10014. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP---------
Where to find the Socialist Workers Party, 

Young Socialist Alliance, and socialist books 
and pamphlets 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
205 18th St. S. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 17 E. 
Southern Ave. (Central and Southern). Zip: 
85040. Tel: (602) 268-3369. Tucson: SWP, 
YSA, P.O. Box 2585. Zip: 85702. Tel: (602) 
622-3880 or 882-4094. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380~ 
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 2864 Telegraph 
Ave. Zip: 94609. Tel: (415) 839-5316. San 
Diego! SWP, YSA, 1053 15th St. Zip: 92101. 
Tel: (619) 234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, 
YSA, 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-
6255. San Jose: SWP, YSA, 461f2 Race St. Zip: 
95126. Tel: (408) 998-4007. Seaside: SWP, 
YSA, 1184 Broadway. Zip: 93955. Tel: (408) 
394-1855. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, 126 
W. 12th Ave. Zip: 80204. Tel: (303) 534-8954. 

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 663 Martin 
Luther King Blvd. (NW 62nd St.) Zip: 33150. 
Tel: (305) 756-1020. 

GEORGIA:. Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat 
Shoals Ave. SE. Zip: 30316. Tel: (404) 577-
4065 . . 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S 
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326-
5853 or 326-5453. 

INDIANA: Bloomington: YSA, Activities 
Desk, Indiana Memorial Union. Zip: 47405. 

Gary: SWP, YSA, 3883 Broadway. Zip: 
46409. Tel: (219) 884-9509. Indianapolis: 
SWP, YSA, 4850 N. College. Zip: 46205. Tel: 
(317) 283-6149. 

IOWA: Cedar Falls: YSA, c/o Jim Sprall, 
803 W. lith St. Zip: 50613. Des Moines: 
YSA, P.O. Box 1165. Zip: 50311. 

KENTNCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA, 809 
E. Broadway. Zip_: 40204. Tel: (502) 587-8418. 

LOUSIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA, 
3207 Dublin St. Zip: 70118. Tel: (504) 486-
8048 . 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
235-0013 . Baltimore-Washington District: 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) . 
235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
510 Commonwealth Ave., 4th Floor. Zip: 
02215 . Tel: (617) 262-4621. 

MICffiGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 7146 
W. McNichols. Zip: 48221. Tel: (313) 862-
7755. . 

MINNESOTA: Mesabi Iron Range: SWP, 
YSA, 112 Chestnut St., Virginia, Minn. 55792. 
Send mail to P.O. Box 1287. Zip: 55792. Tel: 
(218) 749-6327. Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 508 
N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: 
(612) 644-6325. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA, 
4715A Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-
0404. St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 3109 S. Grand, 
#22. Zip: 63118. Tel: (314) 772-4410. 

NEBRASKA: Lincoln: YSA, P.O. Box 

80238. Zip: 68501. Tel: (402) 464-8933. 
NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 

Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 
NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque: SWP, 

YSA, 1417 Central Ave. NE. Zip: 87106. Tel: 
(505) 842-0954. 

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany): 
SWP, YSA, 23 Central Ave. Zip: 12210. Tel: 
(518) 434-3247. New York, Brooklyn: SWP, 
YSA, 335 Atlantic Ave. Zip: ll20l. Tel: (212) 
852-7922. New York, Manhattan: SWP, 
YSA, 79 Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel:·(212) 226-
8445 . New York: City-wide SWP, YSA, 79 
Leonard. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 925-1668. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Piedmont: SWP, 
YSA, 301 S. Elm St., Suite 522. dreensboro. 
Zip: 27401. Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

OffiO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad­
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161. 
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 15105 St. Clair Ave. 
Zip: 44110. Tel: (216) 451-6150. Toledo: 
SWP, YSA, 2120 Dorr St. Zip: 436o7. Tel: 
( 419) 536-0383. . . 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 7ll NW 
Everett. Zip: 97209. Tel: (503) 222-7225. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, Edin­
boro State College. Zip: 16444. Tel: (814) 734-
4415. Harrisburg: SWP, YSA, 803 N. 2nd St. 
Zip: 17102. Tel: (717) 234-5052. Philadel­
phia: SWP, YSA, 2744GermantownAve. Zip: 
19133. Tel: (215) 225-0213. Pittsburgh: SWP, 
YSA, 141 S. Highland Ave. Zip: 15206. Tel: 
(412) 362-6767. State College: YSA, P.O. 
Box 464, Bellefonte. Zip: 16823. Tel: (814) 
238-3296 . . 

RHODE ISLAND: Providence: YSA, P.O. 
Box 261, Annex Station. Zip: 02901. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923 . 
Dallas: SWP, YSA, 2817 Live Oak. Zip: 
75204. Tel: (214) 826-4711. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713) 
522-8054. San Antonio: SWP, YSA, 2811 
Guadalupe, #100. Zip: 78207. Tel: (512) 432-
7394. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
677 S. 7th East, 2nd Floor. Zip: 84102. Tel: 
(801) 355-ll24. 

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (NewpOrt 
News): SWP, YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave., Zip 
23605. Tel: (804) 380-0133. 

WASffiNGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106 
Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 
797-7699. Baltimore-Washington District: 
2913 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, Md. Zip: 
21218. Tel: (301) 235-0013. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98ll8 . Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 1584 A Washington St. East. Zip: 25311. 
Tel: (304) 345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, 
YSA, 957 S. University Ave. Zip: 26505. Tel: 
(304) 296-0055 . 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 
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-EDITORIALS--_..:...__ ______ _ 

McDonnell Douglas strike lessons 
Despite a valiant 16-week strike, workers at the 

McDonnell Douglas Corp.'s Long Beach; California, 
plant have been forced to accept a concession contract. 
This is another step forward for the aerospace giants and 
the entire employing class, which is on a drive to raise its 
rate of profit by driving down labor costs. 

On February 9, 95 percent of United Auto Workers 
(UAW) Local148 voted to accept a contract that includes 
a two-tier wage structure, a wage freeze for most current 
employees, and work-rule concessions that will allow the 
company to combine and eliminate many jobs. The 
takeback contract is almost identical to one rejected by 
workers last October, and again on January 31- by 72 
percent. (See news story on page 7.) 

What Jed to the strike's defeat? Why the 10-day tum­
about in the contract votes? What lessons can be drawn 
for the entire labor movement? 

The strike only affected three McDonnell Douglas 
plants. But the national news media and employers 
closely followed it. They recognized that if the UA W 
could beat back this attack, other workers, including 
aerospace workers with upcoming contracts, would be 
encouraged to stand firm against company demands. 

From the start McDonnell Douglas used hardball tac­
tics. It told workers that without major concessions the 
company would close up shop. Like the owners of Con­
tinental Airlines, Greyhound, and Phelps Dodge, 
McDonnell bouglas hired scabs to maintain some pro­
duction. 

The Local 148 leadership and membership responded 
by organizing regular pickets and mass meetings to press 
their demands and defend the union. The strike was offi­
cially authorized by the UA W's international leadership 
in Detroit. 

What was missing, however, was effective national 
solidarity - beginning inside the UA W itself. Like the 
Greyhound strikers, the workers were united, militant, 
and determined to win. 

But the solidarity only came in trickles. Neither the top 
AFL-CIO nor UA W international Ieaderships rallied to 
..their side. This placed the union in a weaker position. 

In addition, several aerospace plants organized by the 
International Association of Machinists (lAM) ~ the 

huge ~oeing plant in Seattle and two McDonnell Douglas 
plants in Los Angeles - had already accepted conces­
sion contracts. 

Also, under the company's pressures and threats, two 
other UA W-organized McDonnell Douglas plants that 
were on strike accepted takeback contracts in mid-Janu­
ary. 

It was in this context that the UA W international 
leadership adopted a "cut and run" policy. This was ex­
pressed by Ray Majerus, director of the UA W's aero­
space department, who said the strike was "no longer 
serving a useful purpose." 

Under shru:p attack by the bosses ready to permanently 
hire scab replacements, receiving little effective national 
solidarity, and faced with a top leadership unwilling to 
fight, the union membership voted February 9 to accept 
the concession pact . 

Douglas Griffith, the local's bargaining committee 
chairman, explained, "We have to face the reality that 
2,500 of our members crossed the line and cost us some 
advantage. We've got to put this house of labor back to­
gether." 

That is correct. The house oflabor must be put back in 
order. At the heart of the problem is the current top 
leadership. Top union officials oppose mobilizing union 
power whether by strikers or supporters in the labor 
movement. 

A change in strategy is needed - urgently, The labor 
motto, "an injury to one is an injury to all," must become 
again the banner of the entire labor movement. If not, 
workers will suffer more setbacks and defeats . 

The UAW faces tough bargaining next fall when its 
contracts with General Motors and Ford expire. The auto 
bosses have already announced that their record profits in 
1983 will not mean UAW workers will get back what 
they lost in previous concession contracts. That's why 
delegates and other auto workers coming to the March 
UA W national bargaining convention should be espe­
cially conscious of one of the main Ies.sons of the 
McDonnell Douglas strike: the need for effective solidar­
ity to win in the impending showdown with the giant auto 
barons. 

Full rights for Haitian refugees 
The proposal of the Reagan administration to grant 

legal residence to Cuban immigrants here, but deny it to 
Haitians seeking political asylum, is a blatant example of 
a reactionary double standard. 

The administration plan would give legal residence to 
some 100,000 Cubans who came here during the 1980 
Marie! boatlift. 

Meanwhile, some 7,000 Haitians who fled here that 
same year would be left in the limbo of"status pending." 
People so classified are ineligible for certain jobs, cannot 
bring their relatives here, and if they leave cannot return. 

The Haitian refugees have been victims of unbridled 
racism: 

Thousands were interned, under inhuman conditions, 
in an abandoned army facility in the Miami area . 

Outraged protests by the Haitian community and their 
supporters finally brought action . A federal judge ruled 
in 1982 that the government was guilty of discriminatory 
conduct and ordered an end to the internment. 

The government, first under Carter, then Reagan, has 
balked at granting political asylum with the phony claim 
that the . Haitians are "economic" refugees, not political 
ones . 

But the world knows that the U .S.-sponsored dictator­
ship of "Baby Doc" Duvalier is one of the most ruthless 
in the Americas. It denies all rights and compels the Hai­
tian people to submit to a superexploitation that afflicts 
them with the lowest living standard in the hemisphere. 

The U.S. government opposes political asylum be­
cause granting it would be an admission of the rampant 
violation of human rights by its man, Duvalier. 

Meanwhile, Washington pretends that those who came 
here from Cuba· in 1980 really were victims of political 
repression and are, therefore, entitled to special consid­
eration. 

But this is simply fraudulent propaganda designed to 
fan Washington's anti-Cuba drive. 

Cuba's real crime, in the eyes of Washington and Wall 
Street, is that it achieved independence from U.S . im­
perialist domination and is constructing a socialist society 
that puts people before profits. 

Despite every U.S. effort to thwart it, Cuba has elim­
inated hunger, disease, and illiteracy. Impressive prog­
ress has been made in developing a democratic structure 
under which the Cuban people enjoy more freedom than 
they ever had before. The rights and benefits they have 
are unknown to the bitterly oppressed people of Haiti. 

The United States has proven no haven for those who 
arrived here from Marie!. Many are homeless, others are 
employed at miserable, low-paying jobs. They experi­
ence the poisonous prejudice directed against Latinos in 
this country . 

Washington's real attitude toward the Marie! emigres 
is expressed in the fact that 1 , 100 of them are being held 
in the federal penitentiary in Atlanta without any pretense 
of due process of law. 

Certainly all immigrants here, including the Cubans, 
are entitled to legal residence. The Haitian refugees 
should be at the top of the list. Those already here should 
be granted immediate political asylum and U.S. ports 
should be open to all other victims of repression in Haiti 
who wish to join them. 

Brink's trial: attack on rights 
Authorities are using the Brink's holdup trial to the 

maximum to justify and extend practices designed to en­
sure that defendants don't get a fair trial- particularly 
where the defendants are seen as holding dissident polit­
ical views. 

On February 14, Judge David Ritter, in White Plains, 
New York, denied separate trials to Kathy Boudin and · 
Samuel Brown, who are accused of participation in the 
1981 holdup of a Brink's armored car. 

Judge Ritter's denial came despite the fact that Brown 
has served as an FBI informer. 

In addition, the judge has permitted a super-elaborate 
"security" structure to be thrown up around the court­
house area .. This is plainly intended to prejudice potential 
jurors about how "dangerous" the defendants are. 

Earlier, an appeals court was compelled to grant a 
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change of venue from Orange to Westchester County be­
cause of the extent to which pretrial publicity had built up 
prejudice there. 

But the same thing is ~appening in Westchester. 
As of February 14, 24 potential jurors had to be ex­

cused after declaring they had "already made up their 
minds" about the case. This was about one-half of those · 
not excused for hardship. 

Defense attorney Leonard W einglass pointed to the 
"pervasive" prejudice evidenced· by this and said he 
might seek a new change of venue, preferably, he indi­
cated, to New York City. 

The government's objective is to use this case to un­
dermine the democratic rights of all working people. 
That's why all supporters of democratic rights should 
back Boudin's right to a fair trial . 

Malcolm X's views 
on 1964 elections, 
two-party systeiD 

Malcolnl X, one or the major revolutionary figures 
of our time, was assassinated on Feb. 21, 1965. The 
U.S. rulers bad good reasons to want him dead. 
Among those reasons was his condemnation or the 
capitalist system and both capitalist parties - the 
Democrats and Republicans. 

In the 1964 election, the Republicans had nomi­
nated Barry Goldwater, the Arizona right-winger, 
for president. The Democratic nominee was Lyndon 
Johnson of Texas, who was depicted as an enlightened 
southern liberal favoring social progress, peace, and 
Black rights. Malcolm recognized that Johnson and 
the Democratic Party were no . more friends of Black 
people than Goldwater and the Republicans were. 

Militant readers can participate in discussions on 
Malcolm X and his ideas at the forums listed on page 
16. . 

The following are samplings or his' views on 
the two-party system. 

In this country it's impossible for you to be aligned­
with either party. Either party that you align yourself 
with is suicide. Because both parties are criminal. Both 

OUR 
REVOLUTIONARY 
HERITAGE 
parties are responsible for the criminal conditions that 
exist. [From a Dec. 20, 1964, speech in New York to the 
Organization of Afro-American Unity, which he founded 
after leaving the Nation of Islam.] 

* * * 
Politics dominated the American· scene while I was 

traveling abroad this time. . . . The American press wire 
services reached me with trans-Atlantic calls, asking 
whom did I favor, Johnson- or Goldwater? 

I said I felt that as far as the American Black man was 
concerned they were both just about the same. I felt that 
it was for the Black man only a question of Johnson, the 
fox, or Goldwater, the wolf ... . 

I felt that the American Black man only needed to 
choose which one to be eaten by, the "liberal" fox or the 
"conservative" wolf - because both of them would eat 
him . ... , 

Anyway, I didn't feel that Goldwater was any better 
for Black men than Johnson or vice-versa. I wasn't in the 
United States at election time, but if I had been I 
wouldn't have put myself in the position of voting for 
either candidate for the Presidency, or of recominending 
to any Black man to do so. " 

It has turned out that it's Johnson in the White House 
- and Black votes were a major factor in his winning as 
decisively as he wanted to. If·it had been Goldwater, all 
I am saying is that the Black people would at least have 
known · they were dealing with an honestly growling 
wolf, rather than a fox who could have them half-di­
gested before they even .knew what was happening, 
[From The Autobiography of Malcolm X.] 

* * * 
The only thing that made [Johnson] acceptable to the 

world was the shrewd capitalist. The shrewd imperialists 
knew that the only way that you will voluntarily run to 
the fox is to show you a wolf. 

So they created a ghastly alternative and had the whole 
world, even . the so-called intellectuals who call them­
selves Marxists and other things, hoping that Johnson 
would beat Goldwater. 

I have to say this. Those who claim to be enemies of 
the system were on their hands and knees waiting for 
Johnson to get elected because he's supposed to be a man 
of peace; and he has troops invading the Congo right now 
and invading Saigon and places where other countries 
have pulled their troops out. [From a speech in Paris, 
Nov. 23, 1964.] · 

* * * 
[In answer to the question: "What is your opinion of 

the Democratic Party?"] 
The Democratic Party is responsible for the racism that 

exists in this country, along with the Republican Party. / 
The leading racists in this country are Democrats. Gold­
water isn't the leading racist- he's a racist but not the 

. leading racist. The racists who have influence in Wash­
ington, D.C., are Democrats. If you check, whenever 
any kind of legislation is suggested to mitigate the injus­
tices that Negroes suffer in this country, you will find that 
the people who line up against it are memberS of Lyndon 
B. Johnson's party. The Dixiecrats are Democrats. The 
Dixiecrats are only a subdivision of the Democratic 
Party, and the same man over the Democrats is over the 
Dixiecrats. [From a 1965 interview with the Young 
Socialist.] 



-_.LETTERS--·-~ __ ·, _~'-------------~------~--~-----
Mel King 

I want to bring to your attention 
a factual error in the article , "The 
Left and Jesse Jackson," by Doug 
Jenness (February 17 Militant). 
Jenness says that Mel King ran as 
the Democratic candidate for 
mayor of Boston last fall . How­
ever, King, in fact, broke from the 
Democratic Party in 1981 . 
A.B. 
New York , New York 

(Editor's Reply: Mel King, for a 
number of years a Democratic 
state representative in Mas­
sachusetts, disaffiliated from the 
Democratic Party in 1981 . How­
ever, he didn't break from the 
framework of Democratic Party 
politics and he continues to sup­
port Democratic Party candidates, 
including Jesse Jackson. 

candidates ·could avoid running 
with a party designation. Both 
Raymond Flyqn, the winner and a 
Democrat, and King presented 
themselves as opponents of the 
Democratic Party machine candi­
date, David Finnegan. 

King's campaign did not repre­
sent a step toward independent 
Black or working-class political 
action . The Socialist Workers 
Party ran a socialist mayoral cam­
paign that called for a break from 
capitalist politics and support for 
independent working-class politi­
cal action.) 

443 , American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Em­
ployees Local 34, Hotel Employ­
ees and Restaurant Employees 
Union Local 217, and striking 
Yale Hospital food workers from 
the National Union of Hospital 
and Health Care Employees 1199 
were the most vocal at the January 
27 rally. 

Earlier, on January 27, a scuffle 
broke out between security guards 
with their guard dogs and striking 
food workers from 1199, when 
strikers leafleted fellow employ­
ees in a parking lot. Three union 

According to a leaflet distri­
buted at the first rally on De­
cember 9, veteran waitresses are 
constantly threatened with re­
placement for no reason. They are 
repeatedly being verbally abused 
in front of fellow workers and cus­
tomers. The waitresses must kick 
back 5 percent of the tips received 
on credit cards as well as pay the 
full check for walkouts or mis­
takes. They don't receive wages 
for time worked before the first 
customer is waited on, often an 
hour or more later than the shift 
begins. 

Conspicuous consumption 
I found an item in the paper that 

in Paradise Valley, Arizona, 
where houses start at $1 million, 
one man had a door installed that 
costs $27,000. Talk about con­
spicuous consumption. I'd like to 
see his $27,000 door. It could start 
a whole new racket in the robbery 
business . Why bother with any­
thing in the house when you can 
just take the door and run! 
Angela Remedi 
Los Angeles, California 

Conn. waitress strike 
For the second time since a 

strike for union recognition began 
9 weeks ago, over 200 union ac­
tivists attended a rally in support 
of 16 striking waitresses at Leon's 
restaurant in New Haven. · 

· leaders were arrested. 
On Dec . 8, 1983, an injunction 

was issued, limiting the picket line 
at Leon's to 10 pickets. Despite 
this and other attempts to weaken 
the strike, the· Varipapa family, 
which owns Leon's, has admitted 
to losing a substantial amount of 
business. 

Contributions and letters of sup­
port should be sent to: Striking 
Waitresses at Leon's, c/o Hotel 
Employees and Restaurant Em­
ployees Union Local 217, 88 Pros­
pect St., New Haven, Conn. 
06511. 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used r~ther than your full name. 

The 1983 mayoral election was 
officially "nonpartisan," so the Members of Teamsters Local 

Pat Smith 
New Haven, Connecticut 

1984 report finds no recovery for Black America 
Continued from back page 

In Black female-headed households, it is 
43 percent! · 

Such misery prevails in the richest na~ 
tion on earth . Why? 

The basic answer isn't that complicated. 
Profits. Racism is perpetuated because it's 
highly profitable for the rich people who 
run this country. 

Because Black people are held in sec­
ond-class citizenship, because they ·are dis­
criminated against in every aspect of em­
ployment, their take-home pay averages 
$58 for every $100 paid to white workers. 
The extra $42 goes right into the pockets of 
the employers . 

And it means even more profits than 
that, because the low wages paid Black 
workers help to hold down the wages of 
white workers as well . 

That's why race prejudice is so persis­
tently promoted in this country. It's the old 
game of divide-and-rule . · 

In the last year of his life , Malcolm X. 
became convinced that capitalism was re­
sponsible for the oppression 9f Black 

people. He came to see capitalism as a vul­
turistic system that could never be satisfied 
in its need to suck blood . 

A.nd , of course, the most blood is sucked 
from Blacks . - along with Latinos, 
women, and others who are especially op­
pressed under capitalism. 

This is a problem for all working people 
- including whites who are sometimes 
conned if! to believing they are "better off." 

Attack on all working people 

The present drive by employers and their 
government to slice away at the living stan­
dards of working people is directed with 
the greatest ferocity against Blacks . 

But the entire working class is the target , 
and all workers have a big stake in fighting 
back in a united way. 

With unions under savage attack today , 
nothing less than a united fightback can 
rise to the challenge. 

For its own good and welfare, all of or­
ganized labor must give its full support to 
the fight of Black people against their op­
pression. 

That means solidarity in the fight for af­
firmative action on the job - in hiring, in 
job advancement, and against discriminat­
ory layoffs . 

It means backing the fight of the Black 
communities for decent education, includ­
ing busing to get their children to schools 
that will give them half a .chance to get that 
education . 

It means supporting the development of 
an independent Black political ,party that 
can challenge the racist Republicans and 
Democrats alike . 

Such a party should be seen as a big step 

toward building an even broader politkal 
movement - a union-based labor party 
embracing all working people and their a)-

· lies. 
Such a party can challenge the employ­

ers, and the pro-employer Republican and 
Democratic parties. 

A Black party, a labor party, can defend 
the interests of working people in this 
country and extend the hand of peace and 
solidarity to workers and farmers in other 
lands. Fighting for peace, jobs, and justice, 
such a movement will find itself fighting 
against capitalism and for socialism. 

N.J-. grocery-workers end strike 
BY PHIL NORRIS 

NEW ARK --,-- · Negotiators for United 
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
Local 464A approved a tentative contract 
February 9 with four large grocery chains 
in this area. 

While the contract is being voted on by 
mail by the local ' s membership, the 7,000 

meatcutters and delicatessen workers have 
returned to work, ending a 26-day strike. 

VietnaDiese in New York celebrate Tet 

The 42-month contract, covering work­
ers at 334 Pathmark, Shop Rite, Grand 
Union, and Foodtown stores, contains 
some of the wage and benefit increases the 
union was seeking . Full-time workers are 
to get raises of 6.5 percent in each of the 
contract's first three years and 3.25 percent 
in the last six months . Insurance, health 
and welfare, and retirement benefits are 
improved . 

. BY GEORGE JOHNSON 
NEW YORK - Some 60 friends of 

Vietnam gathered here February II for a 
celebration of Tet , the Vietnamese New 
Year, sponsored by the Association of 
Vietnamese in the United States. 

show presented by a Vietnamese who re­
cently returned to his country for a visit. 

The association reported that there are 
600,000 Vietnamese in this country today. 
Many suffer from the effects. of the eco­
oomic crisis in this country and have been 
victims of racist attacks . Spokespersons for the association re­

ported on the Vietnamese community in 
the United States and on the current situa­
tion in Vietnam. There was also a slide 

Only a small number of these 600,000 
are engaged in right-wing activities such as 
trying to break up pro-Vietnam meetings , 
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engaging in terrorist attacks against sup­
porters of Vietnam, or functioning as 
"scholars" in the service of U,S. im­
perialism. 

The association, which was formerly 
known as the Association of Vietnamese 
Patriots in the United States, has decided to 
devote more efforts toward reaching the 
U.S. Vietnamese community "to regain 
their confidence, ·help to reunite them with 
their country, and to engage them in re­
building Vietnam." 

Another association spokesperson re­
ported on the situation in Vietnam. Solid, 
if modest , gains have been made in the 
economy despite serious obstacles, he 
said. 

Among the obstacles, he ·listed con­
tinued hostility to Vietnam by Washington 
and Peking . Washington maintains an eco­
.nomic blockade of Vietnam and continues 
to try to isolate Vietnam diplomatically . 

The reporter described the economic ef­
fects of the Chinese invasion of Vietnam in 
early 1979. Vietnam is still seriously short 
of fertilizer, he said, because the Chinese 
destroyed apatite mines at Lao Cai during 
the invasion. 

Also listed as problems that are being 
combated were poor economic planning, 
including attempts to carry out too many 
long-term projects at one time, and 
capitalist profiteering, a continual problem 
in southern Vietnam. 

Despite these serious problems, the 
economy in Vietnam, the reporter said, is 
improving. Foodstuff production, he said, 
rose from 268 kilograms per person to 300 
in 1983 in spite of a population increase. 

The association publishes a newspaper, 
Vietnam Bulletin, which can be obtained 
by writing to the Association of Vietnam­
ese in the United States, P.O. Box 4495, 
Berkeley Calif. 94704 . There is no charge, 
but a contribution is appreciated. 

'< 

But the contract also contains many pro­
visions that will hurt newly hired and part­
time workers . Part-timers are to get a lower 
percentage wage increase. New hires are to 
start at a lower wage scale and are to get 
benefits later. 

The companies also won concessions on 
overtime pay for new hires . Sunday over­
time pay was slightly reduced. The former 
contract ratio of one part-time butcher per 
full-timer was changed to two part-timers 
for every ' full-timer. 

The union 's bargaining committee ap­
proved the contract by a ratio of 3-1 after 
what was described in the press as a 
"stormy" 90-minute review of its terms. 

The Militant contacted several Local 
464A members to get their response . It was 
mixed . One full-time meatcutter said, 
"Half a loaf is better than none." She 
thought the strike had been worthwhile 
since, she said, "the company was out to 
bust the union." 

Another full-timer explained that while 
she had enough seniority that the two-tier 
provisions wouldn't affect her that much, 
part-time and low-seniority workers "really 
got hurt" by the new contract. 

New hires, she said, lost two days be-
. reavement pay and will have to wait two 

years to get vacation pay. She pointed out 
that many of the local ' s members are new 
hires and part-timers. 

She planned on voting against the con-. 
tract , she said. While the strike had 
strengthened the union, she felt, the 
negotiating committee had given in too 
soon . 

Another striker told of company harass­
ment against the strikers and the few clerks 
who honored the picket lines. She said she 
knew of one clerk whg was fired and twp 
whose hours were switched after they re­
turned to work. The union is grieving the 
firing, she said. · 
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No recovery for Black A01erica 

"A retrospective look.at 1983 can only 
conclude that the status of most of Black 
America was indeed at a low ebb . While 
there_ were signals that an economic recov­
ery was under way in the country, little or 
no impact was felt in Black America ." -
The National Urban League . 

BY HARRY RING 
Black people have been fighting for their 

emancipation ever since they were brought 
here as slaves more than 300 years ago. 

February - Black History Month - is 
an ·appropriate time to assess where the 
fight against racism stands today . 

Last year there was a relative upturn in 
the economy. But it was of little benefit to 
Black people . 

This is proven with facts and figures in a 
report by the National Urban League, "The 
State of Black America, 1984." 

· The report states: 
"The bald truth is that not only has 

movement toward narrowing the socio­
economic gap that separates Black and 
white America come to a dead halt, re­
trenchment has set in and Blacks are actu­
ally retrogressing." 

In November 1983, "recovery" reduced 
unemployment to 8.4 percent. Black un­
employment dropped slightly too. But it 
was still17.3 percent. 

That's the figure for Black adults . For 
Black teen-agers, 18-19, it was 42.7 per­
cent. 

For Black female teen-agers ,. the figure 
is even more jolting. Last October, 56.1 
percent were officially classified as job­
less. 

And the official figures on unemploy­
ment don't include "hidden unemploy­
ment." 

this includes Democrats as well as Republi­
cans ." 

The report spotlights the plight of Black 
female-headed households. 

In 1980, themedian income (half higher 
and half lower) of such families was 
$7,425. For white families with only the 
man working, the median income was 
$19,430. 

The report summarizes well what's in­
volved: 

"Black female-headed households are 
vulnerable to poverty ·because they are 
Black and suffer the same disadvantages all 
Blacks suffer . ... 

"They are vulnerable because they are 
women and in addition to the effects of ra­
cial prejudice, they suffer from the same 
disadvantages as all women as a result of 
sexism. 

"Finally, th~y are vulnerable because 
they can, and often do, bear children early. 
and the presence of children only adds fur­
ther complications to their lives ." 

Hypertension: a Black disease 

The oppression of Black people takes a 
toll beyond that indicated by the jobs and 
income figures . 

It was recently reported that because of 
where they are forced to work and live, and 
because of the medical care they 're denied , 
Black people suffer a higher rate· of cancer 
than whites. 

Hypertens~on is also a disease-which hits 
Blacks disproportionately. 

Obviously related to the ever-increasing 
stress of a brutal, irrational society, hyper­
tension now affects nearly 13 percent of 
white people in this country . 

For Blacks over the age of 25, the fig­
ure is 25 percent. 

Continued on Page 19 
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March 1983 protest. Economic upturn since then has done little to lessen Black un-
employment. · "What should be understood," the report 

explains, "is that although the overall un­
employment rate went down in 1983, that 
does not mean there was less unemploy-
ment. · 

"The government's figures measure job­
lessness among people who are actively in 
the labor market. As a consequence, it 
counts as employed the many millions of . 
people who are working part-time when 
they really want full-time jobs, and fails to 
count those discouraged workers who, 
having given up hope of finding jobs, are 
no longer actively seeking work." 

Auto profits soar, workers pay price 

The report notes that obviously there is 
great hii:lden unemployment among 
Blacks. A special Urban League study 
found that when hidden unemployment is 
included, the overall Black youth un­
employment rate is just under 70 percent. 

Further and further behind 

All of this underlines an important basic 
trend: 

"Experience has shown that in a recov­
ery, white unemployment goes down fairly 
rapidly , while Black unemployment ... 
begins to drift down slowly, never reach­
ing the point from which it began. 

"Thus each successive recession and 
subsequent recovery leaves Blacks further 
behind than before"(emphasis added). 

The result of this growing number of 
permanently unemployed has been devas­
tating for Blacks. The report declares: 

"Within Black America, a third of its 
people are at or below the poverty level. 
Half of its children live in poverty ... . 

"A third of its adults who want work 
can't find it, and two out of three of its 
teenagers are in the same boat. 

"Its average income is some 58 percent 
of that of white America." 

And, at a time when the need is greatest, 
social service cutbacks are being acceler­
ated. 

The Urban League is com~lled to com­
ment: 

"In fairness, the Reagan administration 
has not been alone in all of this . It has been 
assisted by a compliant Congress - and 

BY DICK GEYER 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. - 1983 was a 

good year for the owners of the auto corpo­
rations. Sales of new cars were the highest ·. 
since 1979. 

For the Big Three- General Motors, 
Ford, and Chrysler - record profits of as 
much as $6.5 billion were achieved. With 
the concessions forced on workers in the 
last contract with the United Auto Workers 
(UA W), and the increase in sales, OM's 
profit alone was $3.73 billion. 

Ford 's profit was $1.87 billion, also a 
record. 

It looks pretty good for company execu­
tives, too. GM Pres. Roger Smith is to get 
$666,000 as a bonus for last year, accord­
ing to press estimates . 

GM workers , whose contract includes a 
profit-sharing plan, won't do quite as well 
-the company says they'll get about $640 
each. The United Auto Workers (UA W), 
whose contracts at Ford and GM expire this 
fall, complained about "the great disparity 
between the bonus being paid to several 
thousand GM executives and the payout in 
profit-sharing to UAW-represented GM 
employees." 

The union will ask for a "sweetening of 
the [profit-sharing] formula" when contract 
talks begin in July, the UA W said. But 
Smith said GM "might take a hard stance 
on guaranteed pay increases," according to 
the New York Times. 

The $640 isn't much compared with the 
$3,000 yearly given up by each GM work­
er in the concessions in the 1982 contract. 

This will be an issue at the UAW's spe~ 
cial bargaining convention, which takes 
place in Detroit in early March. Many 
U A W members and locals have taken up 
the demand, "Restore [the concessions] 
and more in '84." 

OM's big profits have come at our ex­
pense. Smith said they came on a sales 
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base only 10-percent higher than 1982 
sales, a year in which the company lost 
$763 million. 

GM also made money at the expense of 
car buyers, by raising prices (possible be­
cause import restraints have meant higher 
prices for imports) and by taking advantage 
of lower interest rates on money it bor­
rows, while getting high interest on its con­
sumer loans. 

For auto workers 1983 was a difficult 
year. Even with increased production, not 
all were called back; more than 100,000 
are still on layoff. Several GM plants re­
main closed. A number of them are only 
working one shift, even though employees 
at most GM plants are workiAg forced 
overtime. 

Until just recently both GM plants here 
in Kansas City were working nine-hour 
shifts and at least two Saturdays a month. 
At the GM Fairfax plant, this schedule has 
been in effect since February 1983. 

The December issue of the U A W journal 

Solidarity reported that eliminating forced • 
overtime in auto in February-July alone 
could have meant an additional 55 ,000 
jobs. When you add to this the loss of 
10,000 jobs from the taking away of Paid 
Personal Holidays in the last contract, it's 
clear that it's the corporate owners who 
have benefited from the increased produc­
tion. 

For many of the workers who have been 
called back, it's to jobs that are overloaded 
because so many jobs have been elimi­
nated. 

For more than 1 ,000 workers at the Kan­
sas City Leeds and Fairfax plants, it's 
meant something else. Just like the migrant 
farm workers who follow the crops, these 
workers have had .to relocate to follow their 
jobs. Most have come here from GM plants 
closed down i,n California: South Gate and 
Fremont. Many had to leave families be­
hind. 

They now have two cities to pay living 
Continued on Page 9 

Spring anti-apa~theid actions set 
BY STUART CROME 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. - About 50 
people attended a Northeast Regional Anti­
Apartheid conference here at Yale Univer­
sity on January 28. The participants were 
primarily activists in campus organizations 
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; North­
hampton, Massachusetts; · Schenectady, 
New York; New York City;Md Montreat , 
Canada. 

In October 1983, a National Student 
Anti-Apartheid Conference was held in 
New York. It was sponsored by the Amer­
ican Committee on Africa, the UN Special 
Committee Against Apartheid, and the UN 
Council for Namibia, and was attended by 

300 activists . 
That conference initiated a call for Two 

Weeks of National Anti-Apartheid Action 
in Support of Southern African Liberation 
Movements from March 21 through April 
4, 1984. 

The focus of the recent northeast confer­
ence was planning these weeks of actions. 

The themes of the activities are: 

• Support to southern African liberation 
movements and to those African countries, 
such as Mozambique and Angola, that are 
targets of South African aggression. 

• Opposition to U.S. economic ties to 
Continued on Page 4 


