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Reagan, Congress okay 
more millions for war 
Socialists hit bipartisan aid to Salvador regime 

The foUowing is a statement by 
Socialist Workers presidential and vice­
presidential candidates Mel Mason and 
Andrea Gonzalez. 

. Recent events in Washington have 
drawn the United States further into war in 
Central America. 

On May 9, Pres. Ronald Reagan gave a 
speech slandering the political aims of 
Cuba, Nicaragua, and the Salvadoran rebel 
forces with the aim of undermining wide­
spread opposition to escalating U.S. ag­
gression in the region. 

Less than 24 hours later, under the 
phony cover of "aiding democracy" in the 
region, the Democratic-controlled House 
of Representatives voted 212-208 to au­
thorize another $129.4 million in U.S. mil­
itary aid, mostly for the dictatorship in El 
Salvador. 

While the Democratic Party leadership 
Continued on Page 4 

Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez, 1984 SWP presidential and vice-presidential can­
didates, blasted President Reagan's May 9 speech as "slandering the political aims of 
Cuba, Nicaragua, and the Salvadoran rebel forces." 

Nicaragua: the toll of U.S. aggression 
BY MICHAEL BAUMANN. 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua - Nicaragua, 
the fourth poorest country in Latin Ameri­
ca, says that even if it is driven back to the 
Stone Age it will not surrender to U.S. im­
perialism. 

The most recent (and only partial) calcu­
lations of the damage inflicted iri the no­
longer-secret U.S. war show the price Nic­
araguans have already had to pay to remain 
free. The toll from air, sea, and land at­
tacks by CIA-run counterrevolutionary ter-

rorists hasbeen high. 

Civilian war victims in 1983 and the first 
three months of 1984 total I , 799 killed, 
wounded, and kidnapped . (A comparable 
figure for the United States, adjusting for 
the difference in population, would be 
108,000- twice the number of U.S. sol­
diers killed during the entire Vietnam 
War.) 

An additional 114,000 farmers have 
been moved from the war zones and reset-

Mason to tour Britain, Ireland 
to meet working-class fighters 
BY ANDREA MORELL 

NEW YORK- The Socialist Workers 
National Campaign headquarters an­
nounced today that presidential candidate 
Mel Mason will tour Britain and Ireland 
May 25 through June 9. 

Mason has been invited to visit Britain 
by supporters of Socialist Action, a Marx­
ist newsweekly. 

He will make stops in several Irish cities 
at the invitation of the People's Democ­
racy, a socialist organization active in both 
the north and south of that divided country . 
People's Democracy is the Irish sym­
pathizing section of the Fourth Interna­
tional. 

Mason's trip will coincide with protests 
planned by broad forces on the occasion of 
visits set for early June to England and Ire­
land by Pres . Ronald Reagan. 

The joint decision by London and Wash­
ington to place cruise missiles, armed with 
nuclear warheads, in Britain has been the 
focus of massive protests there. The Com­
mittee for Nuclear Disarmament, which 
has played a leading role in organizing op­
position to the nukes, is planning a major 
demonstration June 9. Mason will take part 
in the action. 

Washington's war in the Caribbean and 
Central America is unpopular among 
working people in Britain and Ireland, 
where opposition ran deep to the U.S . war 
in Vietnam. Many workers there solidarize 
with the embattled workers and farmers of 
Nicaragua and El Salvador, who they rec-

ognize are struggling for a decent standard 
of living and national self-determination. 

The Irish people are themselves engaged 
in a fierce struggle to rid their country of 
centuries of British imperialist exploitation 
and political domination. Mason makes 
opposition to imperialism a theme of his 
campaign and is a supporter of a united, 
free Ireland. He has protested the detention 
of Irish freedom fighters in U.S . prisons. 

While in Britain Mason will express his 
continuing solidarity with British coal min­
ers, now in the lOth week of a bitter strike 
that pits them directly against the central 
government, which runs the nationalized 
coal industry . British Marxists have been 
helping to win much-needed solidarity for 
the British miners among other unionists. 

The U.S. presidential elections are a 
major issue in world politics. How to ap­
proach them politically is a subject that is 
being discussed by class-struggle minded 
unionists, national independence fighters, 
opponents of nuclear war, and socialists all 
around the world. 

As the only presidential candidate cam­
paigning for socialism in the 1984 elections 
- instead of promoting a perspective of re­
forming capitalism an~ supporting one or 
another reform Democrat - Mason is 
eager to discuss how to combat Washing­
ton's reactionary policies with workers and 
other fighters throughout his tour of Britain 
and Ireland. 

The Militant will carry coverage of the 
Mason tour. 

tied in safer areas, at an initial cost of 
nearly $40 million. 

To date, economic damage caused by 
war totals more than $200 million- equi­
valent to half the country's yearly exports. 

Twenty-five cents out of every dollar in 
the Nicaraguan national budget is now de­
voted to defense. Improvements in health, 
education, child care, housing, and nutri­
tion have had to be scaled back to make 
these funds available . 

These sobering figures, along with the 
steps the workers and farmers government 
must take to confront the real cost of the 
war, were explained to the Nicaraguan 
people May 4 by Government Coordinator 
Daniel Ortega. 

In a nationally broadcast radio and TV 
address opening the 1984 session of the 
Council of State, Ortega explained that the 
country must consciously shift to a wartime 
economy. The watchwords, he said, must 
be "Defense of the economy and an econ­
omy of defense." 

Ortega explained that taxes on the rich 
and on luxury items had already been in­
creased. (Since the revolution those with 
incomes under $500 a month -that is, the 
vast majority of all Nicaraguan farmers and 
workers- pay no taxes.) 

Prices of basic consumer . goods would 
soon have to be increased as well, he said, 
on top of the 40 percent cost increase last 
year on non-price-controlled items. But a 
crackdown on hoarding and speculation 
was promised to help soften the blow . 

Ortega explained how the war has af­
fected virtually every aspect of the gradu­
ally improving standard of living brought 
by the revolution. 

Health care: "The aggression has forced 
us to slow down the gradual development 
of health care projects," Ortega said. Some 
medical centers have been shut down. Con­
struction of others has been postponed. 
Some vaccination campaigns in the war 
zones have been suspended. Terrorists 
have destroyed 17 health centers, killed 15 
health workers, and kidnapped II others. 

Education: A total of 138 schools and 
647 adult education collectives in the war 
zones have been closed. Fifteen schools 
have been damaged or destroyed in attacks. 
Construction has been halted at 27 more. 
More than 150 teachers and adult education 

· Continued on Page 2 
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Convicted 
for helping 
Salvadoran 
refugees 
BY HARRY RING 

The government has obtained its first 
conviction of a church worker for the 
"crime" of assiSting Salvadoran refugees 
seeking political asylum here . 

Stacey Merkt, a worker at a church­
sponsored refugee center in the Rio Grande 
Valley, was convicted in Brownsville, 
Texas, May 14. She faces 15 years in 
prison . 

· A nun who had been arrested with her 
did not contest the charges and is expected 
to receive a year's probation. 

Meanwhile, on April 13 federal agents 
entered church property to arrest the head 
of the center, Jack Elder. He was indicted 
for "transporting illegal aliens ." 

The Oscar Romero refugee center, oper­
ated by the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Brownsville, is in San Benito, near the 
Mexican border. 

Fled El Salvador 

Mauricio Valle, Brenda Sanchez-Galan, 
and Sanchez-Galan 's infant daughter had 
fled El Salvador after relatives and friends 
suffered atrocities there. They made their 
w.ay to this country and were given haven 
at the Romero center. 

The center is near an Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) station in 
McAllen. But they feared applying for po­
litical asylum there because other Salvado­
rans who did so were promptly arrested. 

Instead, Merkt and the nun agreed to 
accompany them to the INS office in San 
Antonio where they believed it would be 
safer to make the asylum bid . 

They were arrest~d at a highway traffic 
stop by Border Patrol cops. 

Merkt was convicted on two felony 
counts - "conspiracy to transport" un­
documented aliens, and "transporting" un­
documented aliens. 

At her trial, she stoutly defended what 
she had done . 

Citing international covenants agreed to 
by the United States regarding political ref­
ugees, Merkt declared she had a legal right 
to help Salvadorans "escape from oppres­
sion." 

The Brownsville jury deliberated 17 
hours before returning the guilty verdict. 
Observers attributed the verdict to the fed­
eral judge's loaded instructions to the jury. 

In his instructions, he asserted that if the 
facts were as charged, which, he gratuit­
ously emphasized, "they seem to be," then 
the jurors had "no choice" but to bring in ·a 
guilty verdict. 

Director of refugee center also arrested 

The case against Jack Elder, director of 
the center, is as outrageous as the one 
against Merkt. · 

A federal grand jury indicted him on 
three counts of transporting illegal aliens 
on the basis that he had driven three other 
Salvadoran refugees from the Romero cen­
ter to the bus station in nearby Harlingen! 

Merkt is due to be sentenced June 27. 
Meanwhile her attorneys are preparing to 
appeal the verdict. . 

In a telephone interview, Diane Elder, a 
worker at the Romero center, said a de­
fense group, the Rio Grande Defense Com­
mittee, had been established to support 
Merkt's fight. · 

Meanwhile, she declared, "our refugee 
assistance program will continue as in the 
past. We feel the law is on our side and 
we're confident that justice will triumph. 
We feel Stacey Merkt's wrongful convic-

Continued on Page 2 



-SELLING OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT GATE-------
BY VALERIE JOHNSON next week, 10 more were sold. A 

number of workers have also re­
ceived literature on the campaign 
of Socialist Workers candidates 
for U.S. president and vice~presi­
dent, Mel Mason and Andrea 
Gonzalez. 

reading this stuff." from Massachusetts and works at 
the GE plant. 

Black that are attracted to a fight­
back progtam. BOSTON - Regular weekly 

sales of the Militant and Perspec­
tiva Mundial (PM) in front of fac­
tories in this area have begun to 
build up a readership of the 
socialist press among workers. 
These workers, organized by key 
industrial unions, have also been 
introduced to the Socialist Work­
ers presidential campaign. 

A young white worker stopped 
to buy the Militant. He explained 
that because of GM's attacks, he 
was putting money aside because 
he felt auto workers would be 
forced to strike this fall. 

Leading up to the rally, teams 
passed out campaign literature, 
reaching first and second shift 
workers · at each gate. The 
socialists got the company's per­
mission to campaign on its prop­
erty, which made it possible to 
talk to more workers. Back issues 
of the Militant were distributed, 
along with 1, 700 copies of an 
open letter from Gauvreau ad­
dressed to fellow IUE members. 
The letter explained the socialist 
campaign's proposal for a labor 
party based on the trade union 
movement and also introduced the 
Militant as the campaign's news­
paper. 

A key to our success in the 
plant-gate work has been the par­
ticipation of campaign supporters 
who are not members of the SWP 
or YSA. One of these sells the 
Militant regularly at the GM plant 
gate. Others participated several 
weeks in a row in building the 
plant-gate rally at GE. 

Two months ago, when the Mil­
itant reprinted an internal General 
Motors document containing man­
agement's bargaining goals for the 
1984 contract with the United 
Auto Workers, 95 copies of the 
paper were sold at the GM plant in 
nearby Framingham. The docu­
ment described GM's plans to lay 
off up to 120,000 workers over the 
next two and a half years. 

The team at the Framingham 
plant sells to workers driving by in 
cars, which leaves little time for 
discussions. However, a number 
of them have come to expect the 
Militant to be there. 

While the GM sales have been 
more or less continuous over the 
past two years, in the last two 
months there has been an increase 
in the number of papers sold. In addition, sales at the ViMill 

plant, a small garment shop or­
ganized by the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union, 
have introduced several Spanish­
speaking workers to PM. 

At one gate, two Black workers 
who ride together have had their 
money ready every week, and 
have expressed interest in the 
Mason-Gonzalez campaign. 

A total of 30 Militants have 
been sold there in the past month. 

Plant gate sales teams since then 
have found that auto workers have 
an ongoing interest in the Militant . 
In one week at the end of April, 19 
papers were sold at the plant; the 

Another carload of Black auto 
workers stopped, bought the Mili­
tar.tt, and took· a lot of literature, 
including the SWP campaign plat­
form. In response to the salesper­
son asklng if they were going to 
read all that literature, the driver 
responded, "Our lives depend on 

The General Electric plant in 
Lynn, a town north of here, is or­
ganized by the International Union· 
of Electronic Workers (IUE) Local 
201 . Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialist Alliance mem­
bers and several party supporters 
did a lot of campaigning there over 
a three week periOd, culminating 
in a plant-gate rally for Mel Mason 
and Christine Gauvreau. She is the 
SWP candidate for U.S. Senate 

The plant-gate rally was very 
successful. Many workers stopped 
and shook Mason's hand, wishing 
him luck. The large number of 
white workers who stopped shows 
that it's not only workers who are 

Last month, the ViMill sales 
team met a Nicaraguan worker 
who fought with the Sandinistas 
during the civil war which ended 
with the overthrow of the dictator 
Somoza in 1979. 

At our last sale, 6 of the 30 gar­
ment workers who walked past 
bought copies of PM. 

Nicaragua: the toll of United States aggression 
Continued from front page 
instructors have been killed. One result: 
"Thousands of children have been left 
without primary schooling." 

Housing: "Construction of more than 
2,000 housing units has had to be sus­
pended to divert material resources to re- . 
settlement areas for those displaced by the 
war." 

Employment: Of the national fishing 
fleet of 116 boats, only 47 are actually at 
work. The rest are either laid up for lack of 
spare parts or have been converted into 
homemade coast guard vessels . 

Gold production dropped by II percent 
for .lack of spare parts anc:J because of the 

Salvadoran refugees 
Continued from front page 
tion will prove a rallying point." 

The prosecution of Merkt and Elder re­
flects the government's determination not 
to grant political asylum to Salvadoran ref­
ugees. Doing so would be an admission of 
the totalitarian nature of the regime that 
Washington keeps in power in El Salvador. 

The government is equally determined 
to push back the sentiment against U.S. in­
volvement in El Salvador which is so 
dramatically reflected in the steady growth 
of the church sanctuary movement. 

According to government estimates, 
there are more than half a million un­
documented Central Americans here, the 
majority from El Salvador. 

The INS says that since 1980 it has de­
ported more than 29,000 people to El Sal­
vador. The State Department admits that 
some of those turned over to the Salvado­
ran regime have been killed, but claims this 
is the result of "random violence." 

bombing of the mining region's hydroelec-
tric power plant. \' 

Manufacturing has suffered from the 
shortage 'of hard currency for imported raw 
materials. 

Timber valued at $6 million couldn't be 
cut because of counterrevolutionary at­
tacks . 

"If all these sectors we~e able to work at 
full capacity," Ortega pointed out, "10,000 
jobs could be created." 

Food: $40 million in damage has been 
done to cash crops, cattle herds, and 
cooperatives. Three grain silos, represen­
ting 8 percent of the country's total agricul­
tural storage facilities, were burned to the 
ground. 

"The supply of basic consumer goods to 
the population has been seriously affected 
by the war," Ortega ackno~ledged. 

"Production of both com and beans is 
concentrated in the regions where the 
[counterrevolutionary] bands are active. 
Delivery of these products, as well as of es­
sential imported goods, has met with great 
difficulties, resulting in an inescapable de­
cline in the supply of goods available to 
people." 

the revolutionary government's initial 
response to the shortages has been to give 
the war zones top priority for delivery of 
scarce goods. Here in Managua and in the 
other large southern cities unaffected di­
rectly by the war, the result has been short 
supplies and soaring prices in the private 
markets·. Toilet paper is selling at $3.50 a 
roll, toothpaste at $8 a tube, razor blades at 
$2 to $3 apiece. 

"The situation of shortages cannot be 
overcome in the short-term," Ortega said, 
"even less so in the present conditions of 

SPECIAL OFFER TO MILITANT SUBSCRIBERS 

2 

"Maurice Bishop Speaks" 
This coUection of interviews with and speeches by the slain prime minister of Grenada 

also includes an introduction explaining the events that led to the overthrow of the 
revolution, Bishop's assassination, and the invasion by U.S. troops. 

We are offering the book to subscribers for a special price of $4 (a $2.95 discount!). 
You can also participate in getting this important book out to others by ordering a 

bundle of 3 or more copies for $3.50 each. 
------------------------------------------------- :!< --------------------------------------
Please 0 begin 
0 3 months/$6 
0 6months/$15 
0 one year/$24 

0 renew 0 extend my subscription: 
0 I am enclosing an additional $4.00 

for a copy of Maurice Bishop Speaks 

Name __________________________________________ __ 

Address __________________ _ 

City/State/Zip ________________ _ 

Telephone Union/Organization----~-------

0 Enclosed is $ __ for a bundle of __ . copies of the book at $3.50 each to 
seD to friends and coworkers (minimum of 3 copies). 

0 Enclosed is $3 for a 12 week introductory subscription (book offer not available). 

Mail to: Militan~ 14 Charles Ln., New York, N.Y. 10014. 

The Militant May 25, 1984 

·war. But d!stribution, yes, can be im­
proved greatly." 

To do so, Ortega said, we must "deal a 
heavy blow to the speculators" and "ad­
vance further in the social structuring of the 
economy." 

This is "perfectly compatible with the 
mixed economy so l<mg as producers agree 
to produce what the economy needs under 
production contracts with the state. And so 
long as businessmen dedicate themselves 

- in association with the mass organiza­
tions - to distribution and not to specula­
tion." 

What the revolution cannot permit, 
Ortega concluded, "is that while the people 
are fighting and while workers live on in­
sufficient wages, some individuals take ad­
vantage of the shortages to speculate and 
enrich themselves. 

"This cannot be tolerated!" 

1,500 at Pierre Frank memorial 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

Fifteen hundred people turned out in 
Paris April 27 to pay ·tribute to Pierre 
Frank, a longtime leader of the Fourth In­
ternational and its French section, the Rev­
olutionary Communist League (LCR). 

· Born in 1905, Frank died April 18. 
Members of the LCR, delegations from 

sections of the Fourth International, repre" 
sentatives of other groups on the French 
left, and prominent individuals accom­
panied Frank's coffin on a march to the 
Pere-Lachaise cemetery. 

The May 4 Rouge, newspaper of the 
LCR, reported that among those participat­
ing were Marguerite Metayer, Frank's 
longtime companion; Vladi, son of Victor 
Serge and a well-known painter; Mohamed 
Harbi, who was a leader of the Algerian 
National Liberation Front in 1958; Zbig­
niew Kowalewski, an exiled leader of 
Polish Solidarity; and Lautaro Sandino, a 
leader of the Nicaraguan Sandinista Youth­
July 19. 

Rouge reported that prior to Frank's cre­
mation, speeches were given by Ernest 
Mandel, for the United Secretariat of the 
Fourth International; Jose Iriate Bikila, for 
the Revolutionary Communist League in 

the Spanish state; Barry Sheppard, for the 
Socialist Workers Party of the United 
States; Jakob Moneta, for the International 
Marxist Group of Germany; Charlie van 
Gelderen, for the British section of the. 
Fourth International; and Alain Krivine, 
for the French LCR. 

A revolutionary communist from age 
15, Pierre Frank joined the French Com­
munist Party in 1925. He became a pioneer 
leader of the French Trotskyist movement, 
a secretary to Russian revolutionist Leon 
Trotsky, and a longtime member of the 
elected leadership bodies of the Fourth In­
ternational. He was imprisoned in a British 
detention camp during World War II, and 
jailed by the French government for his 
support to the Algerian revolution and for 
his activities during the May-June 1968 up­
surge in France. A first-rate communist 
journalist, he wrote numerous articles for 
the press of the world Trotskyist movement 

· and was a contributing editor of Interconti­
nental Press at the time of his death. 

The May 4 Militant carried an apprecia­
tion of Frank's life and the message of sol­
idarity sent to the French LCR by the Na­
tional Committee of the Socialist W oikers 
Party. 
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Socialists meet So. Dakota miners, Indians 
BYBILLARTH 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. -Supporters of 
the Socialist Workers presidential ticket of 
Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez have 
successfully completed a two-week effort 
to gather the 2, 786 signatures required to 
put the socialist candidates on the 
November general elections ballot in South 
Dakota. More than 4,000 South Dakotans 
signed up. 

Working people in this state - gold 
miners, Indians, family farmers - all 
found aspects of the socialist campaign's 
program that they could identify with and 
wanted to talk more about this fighting al­
ternative to the capitalist status quo. 

The socialist campaign got a good re­
sponse across the state, from Rapid City 
and Lead in the west, to Sioux Falls and 
Brookings in the east. This was especially 
true at three of the largest union-organized 
work sites in the state - John Morell & 
Co., Litton, and the Homestake mine. 
South Dakota is a "right to work" state, and 
union members wanted to hear what the 
socialist campaign has to say about the 
fight against union-busting. 

At Morell, a United Food and Commer­
cial Workers-organized meatpacking plant 
with 3,000 workers in Sioux Falls, socialist 
campaign teams gathered signatures at s~v­
eral shift changes. Morell workers, hke 
those throughout the meatpacking indus­
try, have been forced to take wage cuts in 
their latest contract. 

A campaign team noticed that workers 
leaving the plant were carrying yard signs 
advertising Morell products. One worker 
who signed the petition explained why. "If 
the company drives by and sees the sign in 
your yard, you get $100 worth of meat. Big 
deal! Morell has gotten $5,000 out of my 
wages in this new contract," he said. 

The Litton microwave plant in Sioux 
Falls is organized by the United Electrical 
Workers and employs 1,500 workers. This 
is a relatively new plant with a young work 
force. Litton moved the plant from Min­
nesota to South Dakota in an attempt to es­
cape unionization. 

Litton recently sold its microwave divi~ 
sion to Whirlpool , and workers at Litton 
are discussing what impact this will have 
on their contract. 

One young woman said, "We're trying 
to get raises here. Hopefully, when 
Whirlpool takes over from Litton we'll get 
a better contract. Right now we don't make 
much at all ." 

More than 100 Litton workers signed the 
socialist petitions. One worker who signed 
and also bought the Militant said, "I think 
the union should get this." She took a sub­
scription blank for the union. Litton and 
Morell workers bought 11 copies of the 
Militant and a copy of the Young Socialist, 

the newspaper of the Young Socialist Al­
liance. 

A campaign team also went to the . 
Homestake mine in Lead. This giant gold 
mine, the largest in the Western Hemi­
sphere, employs l ,500 workers and is or­
ganized by the United Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) Local 7044. The Home­
stake security force did not give the 
socialists such a good response. The cops 
extended the boundary of company prop­
erty to include the highway leading into the 
mine in order to keep the socialists out. 

In spite of this, the team collected 22 
signatures at the gate. A visit to the union 
hall told us a little more about the thinking 
of Homestake workers. A union official 
explained that this local identifies with the 
non-ferrous side of the USWA, and they 
regularly send contributions to the striking 
Phelps Dodge copper miners in Arizona. 
The Phelps Dodge strike bulletin was 
posted on the union bulletin board. 

The official was interested in talking 
politics with the socialists. He pointed to 
the union-busting policies of Democratic 
Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbitt, who was 
elected with USWA backing, as part of the 
problem in Arizona. 

The backbone of the South Dakota econ­
omy is farming and ranching. Farmers and 
ranchers in South Dakota are suffering 
from bad weather, low prices, and high in­
terest rates. A wet spring this year has kept 
many farmers from planting their crops and 
many fields won't be planted at all this 
year. 

A spring blizzard in western South 
Dakota killed thousands of head of lives­
tock in late April . This has further aggra­
vated the plight .of farmers, and many face 
foreclosure. Several were attracted to the 

Wounded Knee on the Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota. Socialist campaign 
team in South Dakota found that Indians were impressed by Mason and Gonzalez's 
support for rights of Indians and other oppressed nationalities. 

socialist strategy of a workers and farmers 
alliance to fight for political power in order 
to break the domination of the bankers and 
corporate bosses. 

A young woman who used to farm 
signed a petition in Rapid City and 
explained the problems facing her family. 
"For three years we didn't make any 
money," she said. "We had to sell. Now 
my husband and I have minimum-wage 
jobs, and we're making more money than 
in the last three years we had the farm ." 

The Indian population of South Dakota 
was especially receptive to the socialist 
campaign. They particularly liked the cam­
paign's support to the struggles of op­
pressed nationalities for self-determina­
tion. The socialist campaign team went on 
a fact-finding trip to the Pine Ridge Reser­
vation, site of the 1973 Wounded Knee 
occupation by Indians fighting to gain 
some control over their lives, to find out 
the current status of Indians there. 

'Withdraw U.S. troops from Honduras' 

Many people who signed petitions in the 
Rapid City area lived at addresses at 
Ellsworth Air Force Base, which is a few 
miles out of town. They liked Mel Mason's 
opposition to the U.S. war in Central 
America. 

BY RUSS PANECKI 
NEW ORLEANS - At a news confer­

ence held at the Socialist Workers cam­
paign headquarters, Derrick Morrison an­
nounced his candidacy for Congress in the 
2nd District here. 

Morrison, 38, is an operator at the Ten­
neco oil refinery in Chalmette, Louisiana, 
and is a member of the Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers Union Loca14-522 . He is 
a long-time activist in the fight for Black 
rights. 

A central issue in his campaign is the 
U.S . war against the people of Nicaragua 
and El Salvador. "Right now at this very 
hour, ·u.s. _ships, planes, and soldiers are 
prowling the waters, air, and land of Cen­
tral America and the Caribbean. I demand 

not only the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from Honduras, but the withdrawal of 
every U.S. soldier, pilot, and sailor from 
Central America and the Caribbean," Mor­
rison told the April 24 news conference. 

His press statement highlighted the sig­
nificance of a Black worker running fot 
Congress. The Justice Department has yet 
to approve the new congressional bound­
aries that reflect the majority Black compo­
sition of the city of New Orleans . 

"The 2nd Congressional District is an 
example of how the Black community has 
been short-changed out of political repre­
sentation," he said. "In fact, the whole in­
tent of election districts and boundaries in 
the state of Louisiana is to deny political 
representation to the one-third of the state 
that is Black ." 

The response to the socialist campaign in 
South Dakota reflects the impact of the 
capitalist crisis on the thinking of working 
people across the country. Many are ready 
to discuss the socialist campaign's program 
to deal with this crisis. 

Thousands of pieces of campaign litera­
ture were distributed, and many thousand 
more people found out about the campaign 
through two articles on the petitioning 
drive in area newspapers and a radio inter­
view. 

Over the course of the petition drive, 
close to 100 Militants, 20 Young Socialists , 
and several socialist books and pamphlets 
were sold. Twenty-seven people signed 
cards for more information on the socialist 
campaign. 

Put Mason & Gonzalez on '84 ballot! 

* -certified for ))allot 
+ -petitioning completed 
• -currently petitioning 
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itant/Harry Ring 
Ed Warren, Socialist Workers candidate for 
Congress in Illinois' First Congressional Dis­
trict in Chicago. Illinois socialists are peti­
tioning to get Warren and Senatorial candi­
date Nelson Gonzalez on the ballot, as well as 
presidential and vice-presidential candidates 
Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez. Nearly 
7,000 of the 35,9()0 required signatures were 
collected on May 12, the first day of the 
drive. To help the Illinois effort, call the cam­
paign headquarters at (312) 326-5853. 

Supporters of the Socialist Workers Party candidates are reaching hundreds of thousands of working people with the socialist campaign while petitioning to put presidential 
and vice-presidential candidates Mel Mason and Andrea Gonzalez on the ballot in 27 states (shaded) and Washington, D.C. To help, contact the campaign headquarters 
nearest you (see socialist directory, page 13). 
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Congress okays more millions for war 
Continued from front page 
pretends to favor a Central American pol­
icy that is different from Reagan's, the 
facts prove otherwise. The vote for the Sal­
vador aid was bipartisan, with many Dem­
ocrats backing it. Other Democrats, who 
voted against it, made plain that they also 
support U.S. intervention. They simply 
think more cover should be given by tack­
ing on empty phrases about human rights. 

Democrats and Republicans alike jus­
tified their action with the claim that Jose 
Napole6n Duarte's election as El Sal­
vador's new president signaled the birth of 
democracy in that country. 

What hypocrites! 
El Salvador under Duarte will be no 

more democratic than before Duarte. 
Duarte will continue fighting the civil 

war on behalf of El Salvador's tiny handful 
of wealthy landlords against the popular 
revolution that seeks to bring justice to Sal-
vadoran workers and farmers. · 

conditions. And it is their right to do so. 
In Nicaragua workers and peasants have 

already done this, and today they are de­
fending their revolution and the popular 
government it brought to power, against 
counterrevolutionary . terrorists supported 
by Washington. 

What is Cuba's role? The Cubans did not 
make the Nicaraguan revolution. They are 
not orchestrating the Salvadoran revolu­
tion. 

What Cuba does offer is its example. 
The example of a poor country that over­
threw a U.S. -backed dictator and estab­
lished a government of workers and farm­
ers. 

What the Cubans did - which is so in­
spiring to millions of workers and peasarits 
in our hemisphere and elsewhere - is to 
uproot the · system of political domination · 
and economic -exploitation of their human 
and nautral resources by the ruling rich of 
the United States and their cronies in the 

Cuban capitalist class. 
It took a revolution to accomplish this 

and make the huge strides forward that 
Cuba has made in a short 25 years in the 
areas of education, medical care, Black 
rights, women's rights, rising living .... stan­
dards, and political democracy. 

It's this road - the road of breaking im­
perialism's grip on the people of the world 
-that represents humanity's future. 

U.S. policy is on the wrong side of his­
tory. It defends the "right" of exploitation 
and the "right" of domination. But those 
are not rights, and the Cubans, Nicara­
guans, and Salvadorans are making that 
clear today. 

While Democratic liberals in Congress 
often sound a note that seems different 
from Reagan's more open and strident anti­

. communism, there is less and less differ­
ence between them over what the U.S. 
government should do. 

That's because they all agree on funda-

mentals- protect capitalist profits, by any 
means necessary. And that means war. 

Our campaign opposes sending U.S. 
working-class youth to kill and be killed 
for big-business interests against the right 
of other peoples fighting for self-determi­
nation. 

We oppose dragging the workers and 
farmers of our hemisphere into what will 
be a long and bloody war against each 
other. We all have the same enemy- the 
U.S. employers and their political repre­
sentatives who run the government. U.S. 
working people should be fighting here .....:.... 
not in Central America- against the ex­
ploitation, racism and oppression we face. 

Our campaign calls for a workers and 
farmers government in this country . A gov­
ernment that would reorganize society to 
put human needs, not private profits, first . 
Which would stretch out a hand of 
friendship - not the hounds of war - to 
the people of Latin America. 

Duarte will do just what he did when he 
headed the country's ruling junta from 
1980 to 1982: clamp down on trade union 
rights, oppose meaningful land reform, 
and allow the death squads to operate 
freely. 

'Militant' sales counter Reagan war speech 
In his May 9 speech Reagan tried to 

bolster this fiction of the U.S. government 
as agent of democracy. The world must be 
made safe for the free enterprise system, 

1Reagan argued. U.S. policy must aim to 
stop "communism." 

Taking the cue, Reagan's "national se­
curity advisor," Robert McFarlane, an­
nounced "we" face "a determined effort by 
the Soviet Union to subvert friendly gov­
ernments ... using great violence .... " 

He echoed Reagan's charges that Cuba 
plans to "double the violence" in El Sal­
vador. He claimed "we" had to accept a 
policy of "covert action" to stop this. 

Reagan and McFarlane resort to the old 
ganie of anticommunist lies as a smoke­
screen to prevent the people of the United 
States from learning the truth about U.S . 
policy in Central America and what the 
people there are really fighting for. 

The truth is that the working people of El 
Salvador live in conditions of misery and 
oppression. Led by the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front (FMLN) they are 
striving to make a revolution to end· those 

BY BILL SCHEER 
As Washington moves toward massive 

military intervention in Central America, 
the government and ·big-business media 
have stepped up their war on the prop­
aganda front, trying to use anticommunism 
to break down antiwar sentiment. This bat­
tle of ideas heated up on May 9 when 
Reagan took the offensive on network tele­
vision to sell the U.S. war. 

Socialist workers are using the Militant 
and Perspectiva Mundial (PM) as their 
chief weapons in this battle of ideas. In 
most areas of the country, war and its link 
with problems facing working people here 
are often at the heart of discussions 
socialists have when selling the Militant 
and PM. 

Mark Emanatian, a garment worker in 
Philadelphia, reported that some workers 
who are against the U.S. war in Central 
America were influenced by Reagan's "red 
menace" campaign against the Nicaraguan . 
government. They said: sure, Reagan is a 
liar, but how do you know that the San­
dinistas aren't liars too? 

Emanatian found that the more people 

SALES SCOREBOARD 
(Week #4: Totals as of Militant_issue # 17, PM issue #9) 

Eight-week Goal Sold So Far Total 
Area Militant/PM Militant/PM GoaVSold % 

Toledo 800/40 574/3 840/577 69 
Milwaukee 8001160 538170 960/608 63 
Denver 515/85 325/45 600/370 62 
Chicago 900/300 5831131 1,2001714 60 
Albany, N.Y. 704/56 413/40 760/453 60 
Seaside, Calif. 320/200 188/117 520/305 59 
Dallas 400/200 184/161 600/345 58 
Newport News, Va. 400/0 223/0 400/223 56 
Greensboro, N.C. 360/0 199/0 3601199 55 
Seattle 760/40 393/30 800/423 53 
Los Angeles 840/880 499/405 1,720/904 53 
San Diego 375/125 183/72 500/255 51 
Philadelphia 640/160 316/88 800/404 51 
Cleveland 675170 348/32 745/380 51 
Houston 5551195 261/113 750/374 50 
Miami 720/80 340/55 800/395 49 
San Jose 480/80 200/68 560/268 48 
Birmingham 600/0 286/0 600/286 48 
St. Louis 533/0 253/0 533/253 47 
Baltimore 800/20 386/2 820/388 47 
Washington, D.C. 515/105 234/51 620/285 46 
Virginia, MiM. 500/0 229/0 500/229 46 
San Francisco 755/325 3371153 -1,080/490 45 
Phoenix 600/320 289/124 920/413 45 
Louisville 450/0 198/0 450/198 44 
Minneapolis/St. Paul 1,120/80 497/23 1,200/520 43 
Portland 320/160 144/58 480/202 42 
Salt Lake City 400/40 149/27 440/176 40 
Detroit 1,040/40 423/13 1,080/436 40 
Oakland 800/120 291165 920/362 39 
Morgantown, W.Va. 440/0 170/0 440/170 39 
Atlanta 760/40 295/14 800/309 39 
Albuquerque 480/120 181/40 600/221 37 
New Orleans 720/80 262/28 800/290 36 
Price, Utah 336/24 118/9 360/127 35 
Indianapolis 760/0 242/0 760/242 32 
Pittsburgh 850/0 249/0 850/249 29 
Kansas City 650125 175/4 675/179 27 
CinciMati 600/0 155/0 600/155 26 
Charleston, W.Va. 450/0 114/0 450/114 25 
Newark 1250/250 272/90 1,500/362 24 
Boston 640/160 163/15 800/178 22 
New York City 1,600/550 339/95 2,150/434 20 

Total sold 12,224/2,241 14,465 
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know about the Grenada revolution, the 
more they saw through Reagan's lies about 
Nicaragua. Emanatian has been explaining 
the gains made by working people in Gre­
nada under the People's Revolutionary 
Government led by Maurice Bishop before 
the U.S. invasion. This example has 
helped him to explain why U.S. working 
people should support revolution in Nica­
ragua and El Salvador. 

San Jose socialists working in plants that 
produce war materiel reported that 
Reagan's speech stirred very little discus­
sion. Nevertheless, they find a deep con­
cern among coworkers about a new war. 
Jim Burfeind reports that he sold the Mili­
tant in a working-class area of San Jose by 
approaching people and talking about the 
need to stop the U.S. war in Central Amer­
ica and prevent more Vietnam wars. 

"The people who stopped to buy the 
paper were against the war," he said, "but 
they wanted facts. They wanted informa­
tion about Nicaragua, they wanted to know 
why Reagan is goiBg after that country ." 
Burfeind found that the first-hand coverage 
from Nicaragua by the Militant-PM bureau 
there made the papers more attractive to 
people. 

Scott Ware, a member of the Amalga­
mated Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
in Cleveland, noted that "there is a general 
skepticism about the government's Central 
America policy. Most people suspect that 
the mass media and Reagan are not telling 
the truth, even if they can't answel' the 
liars. The Militant and PM arm working 
people to take on Washington's lies point 
by point." 

The results from Cleveland are impres­
sive. In the second week of May socialists 
collected more than 1 ,000 signatures to put 
the Socialist Workers Party candidates on 
the November general election ballot. 
More than 10 percent of those who signed 
also bought a copy of the Militant or PM. 
"The fight against war is one of the two 
main themes we talked about while peti­
tioning," said Ware. "The other theme is 
the need to break from the Democratic and 
Republican parties and to fight for a gov­
ernment of workers and farmers." 

Cleveland socialists are using the peti­
tioning effort to reach beyond the city's 
boundaries. A team of petitioners cam-

paigned in Lorain, Ohio, an important steel 
and auto town with a . large Puerto Rican 
community . They were able to collect 88 
signatures and sell 23 Militants and 5 PMs. 
They plan to return next week. 

Socialists in Miami face a special chal­
lenge in countering Washington's war 
propaganda. An organized, violent right 
wing based in the Cuban exile community 
hates the Cuban and Nicaraguan revolu­
tions and actively supports the U.S. war. 
These right-wingers falsely claim to speak 
for all Spanish-speaking people and are 
touted by Reagan and others as "Hispanic 
leaders ." 

But socialists have found that they have 
been able to get a serious hearing for their. 
antiwar ideas . Some of the socialists' 
Spanish-speaking coworkers read PM. As 
part of the spring sales drive, the socialists 
decided to increase their sales of PM. They 
have been selling in communities with a 
mixture of people from all over Latin 
America, including Puerto Rico, Colom­
bia, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic. 

While still modest, these sales are an im­
portant way of breaking through the pro­
war, right-wing climate imposed on this 
city. Through sales, Miami socialists have 
attracted some revolutionary-minded 
Latinos, including three who have helped 
to sell PM. 

A different type of challenge in Miami is 
to reach the large Haitian community 
where Creole and French are spoken. The 
Miami branch of the Socialist. Workers 
Party decided to order a bundle · of Lutte 
Ouvri~re, a revolutionary socialist French­
language newspaper published in Montreal 
where the majority speaks French. They try 
to sell 20 each week and report that so far 
they have sold out every issue. Last week 
16 copies of Lutte Ouvriere were sold at a 
picket line called to protest racist treatment 
of Haitians by a grocery store in the "Little 
Haiti" section of Miami. 

The scoreboard on this page reflects 
sales during the first half of the eight-week 
sales campaign. Fifteen areas have sold 
more than half of their goal. A majority of 
others are confident that they will make 
their goals . Areas that have sold less than 
they had planned to by the halfway mark 
are discussing special efforts to ftarrow the 
gap in the second half of the drive. 

r-------S.OCIAUST WORKERS '84 CAMPAIGN--------. 

BROCHURES (6 cents each) 
"Mason for President; Gonzalez for Vice-president." 
"Mason para presidente; Gonzalez para vicepresidente." 

BUTTONS (75 cents each or 50 cents each for 10 or more) 
Mason for President Gonzalez for vice-president 
Mason para presidente Gonzalez para vicepresidente 

0 I would like to be a campaign volunteer. 
0 Enclosed is a $ __ contribution to the Mason-Gonzalez campaign. 
Name ________________________________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________________________ _ 

City and State Zip ---------­
To order~ send check or money order to Mason for President, 14 Charles 
ln., New York, N.Y. 10014. Please specify English or Spanish language. 

(paid for by the Socialist Workers Presidential Campaign Committee) 19 
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Big interest in Grenada among Blacks 
BY MOHAMMED OLIVER 

"Pathfinder Press has compiled an in­
structive, challenging collection of 
speeches that dynamic M,aurice Bishop had 
made during the years Grenada was the 
young revolutionary upstart marching for­
ward with Nicaragua and Cuba." 

That's how Mel Tapley begins his re­
view of Maurice Bishop Speaks in the May 
12 issue of the New York Amsterdam 
News, one of the most prestigious Black 
newspapers in the United States. This fa­
vorable review of Maurice Bishop Speaks 
is yet another boost to the campaign to dis-
tribute this book. · 

Maurice Bishop Speaks is a collection of 
speeches by the slain Prime Minister . 
Maurice Bishop, who headed Grenada's 
People's Revolutionary Government in the 
years 1979-1983. His murder last fall and 
the subsequent U.S. invasion of the Carib­
bean island sparked a discussion among 
working people - especially Blacks -
about Grenada and its revolution. 

In addition to Tapley's review, the 
Amsterdam News has carried the review of 
Maurice Bishop Speaks contained in are­
cent issue of Dawn Magazine. This 
magazine, published by the Afro-American 
chain, is a monthly supplement to more 
than 45 U.S. Black newspapers, with a 
total circulation of 875,000. 

In April, the national committee of the 
Socialist Workers Party launched an inten­
sive 10-week campaign to aid Pathfinder 
Press' effort to widely distribute Maurice 
Bishop Speaks. Branches of the SWP, with 
the support of the Young Socialist Al­
liance, have backed special activities spon­
sored by the publisher to promote this com­
pilation of speeches by the slain revolution­
ary leader. 

One such event is scheduled for New 
York on June 17. (See ad on·this page.) 

The Grenada revolution - made in a 
country with an overwhelmingly Black and 
English-speaking population - had a spe­
cial appeal to U.S. Blacks and other people 
of African descent. This helps explain the 
good reception Maurice Bishop Speaks is 
receiving from Black publications such as 
/)awn Magazine and the Amsterdam News. 

Militant/Lou Howort 
Demonstration in Brooklyn's Black community last October protesting U.S. invasion 
of Grenada. Sympathy for Grenada revolution is reflected in recognition by Black 
publications of Maurice Bishop Speaks. 

explains Tapley in the Amsterdam News, 
"important steps had been made in improv­
ing the condition of the people: Wages had 
risen 10 percent; as unemployment fell 38 
percent, family income had started climb­
ing. 

"Land reform brought underutilized 
acreage into production on [a] cooperative 
or state-owned basis; small farmers and 
farm co-ops got low-interest loans; free 
medical and dental care; free school books, 
hot lunches, scholarships- all raised edu­
cational horizons for Grenadians." 

U.S. working people face all the same 

social ills that sparked the Grenada revolu­
tion and can learn many lessons from how 
workers and farmers there began to solve 
these problems. 

Helping to ensure the widest possible 
distribution of Maurice Bishop Speaks will 
aid Blacks and other workers in drawing 
the lessons of the four and a half years of 
the Grenada revolution. It is also an act of 
solidarity with the Grenadian people, 
whose country is still occupied by U.S. 
troops. 

Building meetings like the one in New 

York is the most valuable way of gaining 
more exposure for the book. Great poten­
tial exists for holding such _broadly-spon­
sored rallies, receptions, and similar events 
to celebrate the publication of Maurice 
Bishop Speaks. Black rights activists, 
members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus and other Black elected officials, 
and prominent individuals can be ap-

. proached to endorse these events. 
Winning their support will help in gain­

ing the endorsement of trade union le~J(iers, 
fighters for women's rights and the rights 
of Latinos, and activists in Central Ameri­
ca solidarity organizations. Such events 
will be attractive to working people, and 
can be publicized by socialist workers on 
the job. 

Socialists are already finding speeches 
by Bishop useful in their discussions with 
other workers. MarkEmanatian, for exam­
ple, who works at the large Stanley Blacker 
garment factory in Philadelphia, reports 
that he has been selling the Militant, which 
has carried extensive coverage of Grenada, 
to coworkers there regularly since Wash­
ington invaded Grenada. 

"There's a lot of interest in Grenada 
among workers here - many of whom are 
Black," said Emanatian. In addition to the 
Militant, Emanatian reports he's sold sev­
eral copies of the pamphlet Maurice Bishop 
Speaks to U.S. Workers. 

Following President Reagan's May 9 
speech on Central America, where Reagan 
ranted about "communist subversion" in 
the region, several workers approached 
Emanatian. 

"One of them," said Emanatian, "asked, 
'Mark, you're a communist. What do you 
think about Reagan's talk?' 

"Several of us went to a bar after work 
and discussed the U.S. ruling class' plans 
in Central America. I explained that what 
the U.S. government did to Grenada is 
exactly what the bosses want to do to Nic­
aragua. My coworkers could see this better 
because of the material on Grenada that we 
had been reading and discussing." 

Emanatian and another worker plan to 
read Maurice Bishop Speaks and discuss 
the speeches together as they go along. 

·Blacks' interest in the Grenada revolu­
tion can also be seen in the breadth of sup­
port for the June 17 New York meeting. 
Among the_ speakers at the event will be: 
Joachim Mark, a noted Grenadian histo­
rian; Adeyemi Bandele, vice-chairperson 
for international affairs of the National 
Black United Front (NBUF); Elombe 
Brath, from the Patrice Lumumba Coali­
tion (PLC); and Safiya Bandele, director of 
Medgar Evers College Center of Women's 
Development. Medgar Evers College is 
overwhelmingly Black and female. 

Bishop interview in 'Black Scholar' 

NBUF, the PLC, and the Medgar Evers 
women's center are all cosponsors of the 
event with Pathfinder Press. 

One thing the reviews of Maurice 
Bishop Speaks show is that Blacks are im­
pressed with the numerous achievements 
of the revolutionary government of Gre­
nada. 

"Under Maurice Bishop ~ s leadership," 

An example of the ongoing discussion 
in the Black community about the Gre­
nada revolution is the January-Feb­
ruary 1984 issue of The Black Scholar 
magazine. 

That issue is entirely devoted to cover­
age of the Grenada revolutionary govern­
ment's achievements, its overthrow, and 
the U.S. invasion and occupation. 

Included in the magazine are the Oc­
tober statements-of the Cuban govern­
ment and Communist Party on the 
events in Grenada and the U.S. inva­
sion. 

Also in the issue is an eyewitness re­
port of Grenada under U.S. occupation, 

Celebrate publication of 
"Maurice Bishop Speaks" 

Sunday, June 17 
4 p.m. reception, 5:30p.m. program 

Medgar Evers College Gymnasium 
1150 Carroll St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Speakers: 

JOACHIM MARK 
noted Grenadian historian 

SAFIYA BANDELE 
director of Medgar Evers College 
Center of Women's Development 

MFANAFUTHI MAKATINI 
director, international affairs 
African National Congress, 
South Africa 

. ADEYEMI BANDELE 
National vice-chairperson for 
international affairs 
National Black United Front 

STEVE CLARK 
editor of nlntercontinental Pressn 
author of introduction to 
"Maurice Bishop Speaksn 

ELOMBE BRA TH 
Patrice Lumumba Coalition 

Sponsored by: Pathfinde r Press, Medgar Evers College Center of Women's 
Development, N.Y.C. Black United Front, Patrice Lumumba Coalition. 

Medgar Eve rs College via subway: #3 Train to President St; #4 (flatbush) Train to 
President; or #2 Train to Nostrand Ave. 

a personal account of Grenada in the 
days leading up to the murder of Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop, and an intro­
ductory essay on "The Struggle in Gre­
nada" by Robert Chrisman, the editor 
and publisher of The Black Scholar. 

The following are excerpts from an in­
terview with Bishop that appeared in 
that issue of the magazine. The interview 
was conducted in August 1983 by Dr. 
K wando Kinshasa, a New York jour­
nalist who traveled to Grenada with the 
National Association of Third World 
Journalists. 

* * * 
Ques: Yesterday I visited the Free West 

Indian newspaper, and saw a poster on a 
wall which stated, ~'After the rebellion, the 
revolution begins." What stage do you see 
the revolution in, at this moment? 

Bishop: Well , you know, I don't know 
what that poster means to tell you the truth 
. . . because the revolution as far as I'm 
concerned began from the first day. The 
reason why . we call it a revolu,tion is first 
and foremost because it was not a coup 
d'etat in any of the classical definitions that 
you would use· for that term. No soldiers 
were involved, no small minority was in­
volved and the actual vanguard involved in 
the attack was very small as-you know, 
only 46 of us in fact. But the action of the 
vanguard was only a catalyst and really 
would have been completely unimportant 
if there was not a popular support and- a 
popular base. 

When 46 of us went down to the bar­
racks and went down to the radio station, 
then put out a call to the people, if there 
would. have been no response by the 
people, there would not have been a revo­
lution. We all would be dead from the 
start. So the fact is, the popular insurrectio­
nary character of the revolution was im­
printed from day one. 

To look at your question a different way, 

we think the stage we're on right now, we 
define as b:!ing the national democratic 
anti-imperialist stage. When we speak of a 
stage, we are speaking of a path, and we 
describe the path· as of socialist orientation 
which is a pre-socialist path. [ ... ] 

Seen dialectically, I'm sure you would 
appreciate the new shoots of the revolution 
that are coming up, ... they are co-exist­
ing with all of the old shoots, and all of the 
old culture, old values and old habits, old 
prejudices and old difficulties. So, as you 
really can imagine, it is a major struggle 
and sometimes it is not always possible to 
separate the old shoots from the new 
shoots. Furthermore, if you think about our 
location, you may have even a deeper un­
derstanding of what I mean. 

Just think of it this way. Grenada is 
situated at the tip of the southern Carib­
bean. We are surrounded by English speak­
ing neighbors. Some of them are hostile to 
us. ALL of them have radio stations, ALL 
of them have television stations . 

Likewise of course, the United States is 
right around the comer. In many cases, it is 
only hostile propaganda directed against 
the revolution, and sometimes indirectly. 
That is to say indirectly only in the sense 
.that they continue to spread out only the 
old values, the old materialist conceptions, 
outlooks, which we are precisely struggl­
ing now to change so as to instill new 
values in our people. [ .. . ] 

Obviously we are trying to build several 
revolutions at the same time. Outside the 
political revolution which was basically 
consummated on the 13th of March 1979, 
there is the economic revolution, and we 
have a long long way to go on that one. 
There is the cultural revolution . . . an<\ 
again we have a good road to travel there. 

We have wiped out illiteracy. It's down 
to 2 percent of the population. UNESCO 
says if you ha·;e under 5 percent you don't 
have illite.racy . . . so let us say we don't 
have illiteracy. But what we have is June-

Continued on Page 9 
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Kampuchea: survivors recall holocaust 
BY DIANE WANG 

CHEUNG EK, Kampuchea - The old 
woman was bundling firewood. "Who am 
I?" We had ~sked her name. "Kout. Call 
me Kout." 

The words "mouy kout" mean "the only 
one" in the Khmer language of Kampu­
chea. Kout is the only one left in her fam­
ily. During the Pol Pot years she lost her 
husband and two children. 

Behind Kout was a field of mass burial 
pits, 129 of them. "The stench was terrible 
when they dug those up," Kout recalled. 
Only 86 of them were unearthed . The 
nearly 9,000 skulls recovered were care­
fully stacked in a wooden pavillion as a 
memorial. 

Mass graves like this are found through­
out Kampuchea. The remains of more than 
a half million victims have been found in 
them. These graves date from the late 
1970s. From April17, 1975, to January 7, 
1979, the Khmer Rouge regime headed by 
Pol Pot ruled with unchecked brutality over 
this country of 7 to 9 million people. 

Today Pol Pot is the key figure in a coa­
lition government-in-exile on the Thai bor­
der. Despite his past crimes and despite his 
complete lack of support inside Kampu­
chea, Pol Pot's coalition is the government 
officially recognized by the United Nations 
and the United States. 

No one that Steve Clark and I met during 
our 1 0-day visit to Kampuchea in March 
had lost less than three people in their fam­
ily. Everyone had stories to tell, from 
which we could put together a picture of the 
the Kampuchean holocaust. 

Aprill7, 1975 

Pol Pot came to power as a leader of 
Kampuchea's national liberation struggle. 
When the Khmer Rouge forces entered 
Phnom Penh on April 17, 1975, crowds 
cheered and welcomed them. They cheered 
the overthrow of the U.S . puppet Lon Nol 
who had seized power in 1970. It meant an 
end to the U.S. war, and to the U.S. air 
raids that had dropped one-half million 
tons of bombs on this country, which is 
only the size of Missouri. 

"But right away, within a few hours, 
they told everyone to hurry and leave the 
city," recalled Cham Borey, a yo!Jng man 
in his twenties who served as our guide. At 
first people believed the Khmer Rouge 
story: that an evacuation for three days or 
so was necessary because U.S. bombers 
might strike. 

"But then we saw the corpses on the side 
of the road and in the river. SoldierS from 
the former Lon Nol. regime who turned 
themselves in were shot on the spot. People 
who had done any kind of work "for the 
government, clerks, were shot," said 
Borey. 

"At check-points along the road they 
asked everyone's job," Borey said. "One 
man answered that he worked at the bot­
tling plant, which was called BGI. The 

· Khmer Rouge guard said, 'BGI, CIA, 
KGB - it's all the same!' and shot the 
worker right there. So I knew when it was 
my tum not to admit I was a student. I said 
I drove a pedicab." 

No socialist revolution 

All of the cities were evacuated. Al­
though Pol Pot claimed to be a socialist, he 
had no interest in combating class divisions 
in society or in exposing how the ruling 
rich exploit working people. Instead he 
whipped up a fanatic hatred of all the "city 
people" and their "decadence." He incited 
his followers against workers and people 
with formal education. 

This was no socialist revolution. Far 
from being a revolution by and for the 
people, it immediately turned upon the 
wm:kers, to destroy them as a class. Pol Pot 
and the clique of middle-class intellectuals 
that made up his wing of the Khmer Rouge 
leaderspip could not tolerate the possibility 
of a challenge to their policies by workers 
·with some experience, education, and or­
ganization. 

But workers and other urban residents 
were not Pol Pot's only targets . Peasants, 
too, were moved from their villages. Virtu­
ally everyone outside Battambang province 
in the northwest was subjected to forced 
migration, herded into huge agricultural 
labor camps. 

In the camps, people told us, each per-
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and torturers. Most are boys or girls about 
13 years old. Pol Pot relied on organized 
gangs made up largely of very poor and 
politically inexperienced peasant youth. 
They were used to carry out the brutality 
that kept down the mass of Kampuchea's 
peasants and workers. 

Liberation 

Ing Pech, curator of the Tuol Sleng 
prison, is one of the seven who survived. 
He was kept alive because he could repair 
motors . ''There was no news in the prison, 
and no one could talk to anyone," he said. 
"'There was no hope at all. All that we 
hoped for was the day we would finally be 
killed. No one could think we would sur­
vive or be freed ." 

When liberation did come, it was a com­
plete surprise. 

ang 
The woman named ''Only One" lost husband and two children during years of rule 
by Pol Pot. 

Lach Chhom had been moved from his 
fishing village to a distant area called Re­
gion 2. "People were very glad to hear 
shots," he recalled. "The natural thing for 
people is to run away from the sound of 
gunfrre. But we were enslaved and being 
killed. So when we heard shots, we ran to­
ward the noise. We knew someone was 
fighting back, and that was all that mat~ 
tered." 

Others were not so sure what to think as 
the Vietnamese came over the border to 
help drive out the Pol Pot forces. "At frrst I 
hid in the bushes," one person told us. "But 
when I saw they were with Kampucheans 
and especially when they started handing 

son was stripped of everything but a set of 
black clothes and a s~arf. Family houses 
were pulled down, so that all sleeping and 
eating was done communally .. 

Pol Pot's schema 

Families were tom apart and people 
were driven to compete for food, even 
against their own family. Conditions var­
ied from one region to another, and over 
time. But during the last two years of 
Khmer Rouge rule, the repression became 
particularly . intense and conditions espe­
cially severe. 

"We had barely a tablespoon of rice a 
day," one peasant told us. "We survived by 
eating leaves from the forest or anything 
we could catch in secret." 

Although Tonie Sap in Kampuchea is 
one of the world Is largest and richest fresh­
water lakes, the Khmer Rouge drove 
people out of many fishing villages. "We 
forgot what fish even tasted like," recalled 
one fisherman. 

The Khmer Rouge plan was to keep 
domestic consumption to such minimal, 
starvation levels in order to boost the rice 
crop available for export. The export reve­
nue, according to this schema, would then 
be used to transform Kampuchea into a 
modem, industrialized country as rapidly 
as possible. The country would then be 
completely 'Self-reliant and need no inter-
national ties. · . 

"Everyone was sick," a doctor told us. 
"And nothing could be done." There were 
no real medicines. Instead, the Khmer 
Rouge gave children injections of so-called 
vitamins from dirty soda bottles. This ac­
counts for a number of paralyzed young 
people we saw. 

But in addition, doctors and others had 
to hide the fact that they could read and 
write. "If you could read even the label on 
a bottle of aspirin, you could be executed 
as an agent of the old regime," said the 
doctor. So, people often stood by in silence 
as others died. 

Breakdown of human solidarity 

"There was a complete breakdown of 
any human rehitionship," one person told 
me. "You. were only allowed to relate to 
the authorities ." 

"One day I had word from my brother," 
Borey told us. "My father, my mother, and 
nine brothers and sisters had all died or had 
been killed. I already had malaria at the 
time. That was too much; and I fainted. 
Fortunately, the chief at our camp had pity 
on me. That was usually dangerous, be­
cause if the Khmer Rouge were not harsh 
enough, they themselves would be killed 
and replaced. 

"But he had pity on me, until the time 
came for the big wedding ." It was common 
for the Khmer Rouge to pair people and 
have them married in mass ceremonies. "I 
refused, so I was sent to a prison camp." 

At the prison camp Borey was set to 
breaking up rocks . His entire work brigade 

of 40 people had to share a small tin of rice 
for food . At night groups of prisoners were 
tied together at the wrist with thread. If the 
thread was broken in the morning, all 
would be killed. So the group had to 
crouch together and take turns sleeping and 
guarding the thread. 

Starved and exhausted, without weapons 
and isolated, it was hard for the Kampu­
cheans to fight back. Several rebellions 

. against Pol Pot in thos~ years were 
crushed. 

Tuol Sleng 

Less fortunate prisoners - 20,000 of 
them- were sent to Tuol Sleng, a former 
high school converted into an interrogation 
center. Today Tuol Sleng is the Museum of 
Genocidal Crime. 

Inside are the tiny cells where people 
were held; a collection of grisly torture in~ 
struments; and the floors where prisoners 
were piled four deep in manacles, as in the 
galley of a slave ship. There are paintings 
of the torture done by the only seven vic­
tims who survived the ordeal: 

The walls are covered with photographs. 
The Khmer Rouge wardens kept meticu­
lous records: files of "confessions," pic­
tures of each person when he or she arrived 
at the center, and pictures after the victims 
died in torture. 

The prisoners were a cross-section of 
Kampuchea: workers, peasants, intellectu­
als, women, even children. 

Foreigners from India, Australia, and 
the United States who were picked up on 
Kampuchea's territory or waters were 
brought here and disposed of. 

And as Pol Pot's purges of his own 
forces reached deeper after each attempted 

· rebellion, many of the Khmer Rouge them­
selves ended up here. 

In one room are pictures of the wardens 

· out food, I knew they were on our side." 
Many Kampucheans were marched to­

ward the Thai border by the Khmer Rouge 
fleeing from the liberation forces. "They 
tried to use us as a human shield," a man 
named Son Sen from Kbal Chrouy told us. 
"But the Vietnamese didn't fire at us." In­
stead they used flanking maneuvers to sep­
arate and free the refugees from their cap­
tors. 

After such an experience it is not surpris­
ing that the Kampucheans do not regard the 
Vietnamese as "invaders." "We are all 
grateful to the Vietnamese," Son Sen said. 
"Because of the Vietnamese we survived 
- not just me, but all of Kampuchea." 

When we asked how people· felt abOut 
the Vietnamese "occupation," people often 
responded with a question: have you seen 
our orphanages? Each province has an or­
phanage with about 200 children, and 
Phnom Penh has four, caring for about 
2,000 children. In 1979 there were about 
200,000 orphans. Since then, many have 
found relatives or have been adopted. 
"Have you seen our orphans?" several 
Kampucheans asked us. "Nearly every 
single one was rescued by the Vietnamese 
troops." 

The fighting was over very quickly, 
coming within a month after the Vietnam­
ese aided the Kampucheans who had or­
ganized as the Kampuchea National United 
Front for National Salvation. "The Pol Pot 
forces just ran," Son Sen said with con­
tempt. "They knew all the people hated 
them. Once we could fight back, they ran 
very quickly." 

Diane Wang and Steve Clark spent 20 days 
in Vietnam and 10 days in Kampuchea ·;n 
February and March as co"espondents for 
the Militant and Intercontinental Press. 

Solidarity With the Vietnamese People 
Normalize Relations With Vietnam & Kampuchea! 

End the Economic Blockade! 
No Vietnam Wars in Central America! 

Nine years after the end of the war. Washington is still trying to "punish" Viet­
nam, to prevent its recovery from the ravages of 30 years of fighting . The Viet­
namese people need our solidarity. 

SPEAKERS 
STEVE CLARK 

Editor, Intercontinental Press. Recently returned from a fact-finding 
trip to Vietnam and Kampuchea. 

A REPRESENTATIVE 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam Mission to the UN. 

Special Greetings from a representative of El Salvador's 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). 

Saturday, June 2, 1 pm, Donation $5 
Marc Ballroom, 30 E. 16th St. (Cor. Union Square West), Manhattan 

Ausp. MILITANT LABOR FORUM 
For more information call 212-226-8474 or 201-643-3341 



Copper strikers tell story of cop attack 
BY ELEN LAUPER 
AND KEVIN JONES 

CLIFfON-MORENCI, Ariz. - "This 
is a civil liberties nightmare," declared An­
tonio Bustamante, attorney for 10 copper 

. strike supporters arrested during a May 5 
police assault on a picket line held follow­
ing a successful strike solidarity rally here. 

Local cops and Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) police attacked strikers and 
their supporters, who have been struggling 
to defend 13 local unions on strike against 
Phelps Dodge Corp. since July l, 1983. 
Following the police attack, Democratic 
Gov. Bruce Babbitt sent in the National 
Guard. 

The Militant returned here to talk to vic­
tims of the strike-breaking violence. Inter­
views shed further light on the events and 
the antiunion climate created by Phelps 
Dodge and state authorities . 

"We feel," explained striking unionist 
and Clifton Vice-mayor Eduardo Marquez 
Sr. at a May 7 press conference with Bus­
tamante, "that the governor, instead of per­
secuting the strikers, should prosecute the 
DPS for provoking everything." He ac­
cused the cops of brutality and civil rights 
violations. 

Bustamante took photos of those ar­
rested the night of the incident while they 
were in jail. The pictures reveal many 
b~ises. All were held for at least 24 hours, 
although in at least one case no formal 
charges were ever filed. 

Bustamante asserted, "There are films 
of the incident. People had their arms 
folded and were not resisting arrest." 

Moreover, Bustamante explained, al­
though the cops did make one announce­
ment calling on protesters to· disperse be­
fore they charged the picket line, "the 
people who were arrested came to the loca­
tion after the announcement about it being 
an 'illegal assembly' was made." Many 
other demonstrators also never heard the 
cops' announcement. 

The Militant interviewed several work­
ers who were at the scene of the police at­
tack. "Cops started pushing people back," 
explained one young worker, "then started 
thro-wing teM ·gas canisters. The kids 
picked them up and threw them back." 

One canister was fired "right between 
the legs of a Clifton priest," this eyewitness 
continued. "He'd been trying to calm 
people down." 

"Cops bring it on themselves," he con­
tinued, referring to strikers' hostility to the 
police. "They just harass you. They don't 
even ask you to move anymore. They just 
grab you." 

The influence of Phelps Dodge' s union­
busting is felt everywhere here, including 
in the schools. School age youth prefer not 
to give their names for fear of victimization 
by the authorities but were anxious to tell 
what's going on. 

The local Board of Education has issued 
a directive prohibiting caps, shirts, but­
tons, or insignia in school that are "offen­
sive and vulgar." Students see this as an at­
tack on their right to wear items that dem­
onstrate their pride in the unions their par­
ents have fought to build. Union related 
items were, in fact, confiscatoo by school 
authorities, who also consider the use of 
the word "scab" to be "vulgar and offen­
sive" as well. 

An older woman told the Militant of the 
double standard of "justice" in Phelps 
Dodge territory. "We get stopped for driv­
ing too slow," she said, yet "the DPS al­
lows scabs to drive way over the speed 
limit. How come we don't have the right to 
defend ourselves when the scabs have the 
right to carry weapons?" she asked. 

The workers arrested May 5 still face 
legal action. Meanwhile Joe Epperson, a 
scab who brandished a gun at strike sup­
porters on May 5, was released from jail 
with all charges dropped. 

Although by May 7 the radio announced 
that the National Guard was not on the 
streets of the town and claimed the DPS 
was keeping a low profile, this reporting 
team observed several National Guard MPs 
armed with automatic weapons accom­
panying DPS officers in their vehicles as 
they patrolled the town. A group of young 
people told the Militant that on May 6 Na­
tional Guard helicopters flew over the town 
in formation - a clear message of intimi­
dation aimed at the strikers. 

Arizona state police assault copper strikers an~ supporters. Eyewitnesses told Militant cops first fired tear gas at peaceful pick-' 
ets. When youth threw tear gas canisters back, cops charged, arresting 10. 

Intimidation and provocation intended to 
break the spirit and determination of the 
strikers is what lay behind the May 5 police 
assault and Babbitt's deployment of the 
National Guard. Phelps Dodge is keeping 
up that pressure. 

A company representative hand-deliv­
ered a letter to Dr. Jorge O'Leary (a former 

· company doctor fired for his support to the 
strike) terminating his medical privileges at 
the only hospital in town - operated by 
Phelps Dodge. This means O'Leary, who 
operates a People's Clinic for strikers and 
mhers, will not be able to perform neces-

sary surgery for his patients at the hospital 
here. 

Meanwhile a temporary restraining 
order has been issued restricting the size of 
gatherings on the town's main road, as well 
as parking within I 00 feet of the road for 
10 miles on either side of the gate to the 
company's mining operations. 

Clifton mayor and striking unionist 
Tomas Aguilar was given a copy of the in­
junction. The DPS, Aguilar told DPS 
Major Ernie Johnsori , "is here to protect 
Phelps Dodge, not to protect the interests 
and citizens of Arizona and Clifton ." 

Speaking at a May 8 news conference 
Bustamante termed the injunction "over­
broad and vague enough to be subject to 
too much interpretation." For instance it 
does not specify that the "gate" is that of 
the Phelps Dodge mine, although that ap­
pears to be what is intended. To strikers, 
police "interpretation" means arbitrary vic­
timization. 

The temporary injunction was to have 
been reviewed at a hearing on May I I . 
However it was postponed until May 30, 
leaving the undemocratic order in place 
until then. 

Tractorcade dramatizes farmers' plight 
BY ERLING SANNES · 

BISMARCK, N.D.- Up to 100 farm­
ers organized a day-long tractorcade dem­
onstration at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, on 
April 16 to dramatize the serious plight of 
financially-strapped Minnesota farmers . 
These farmers are making desperate re­
quests for a -last-chance loan, for more 
credit, for refinancing, or for whatever 
they can get to avoid foreclosures on their 
farms and bankruptcy. 

The tractorcade was under police escort 
on a three-mile route through Detroit Lakes 
before parking in front of the local office 
of the Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA). 

Jim Langman, a Starbuck, Minnesota, 
farmer and president of the American Ag­
riculture Movement in Minnesota, told the 
Militant in a telephone interview that the 
angry farmers staged a symbolic moclc 
foreclosure on the FmHA office in Detroit 
Lakes and auctioned it off to a jackass. 

Organizers passed out printed auction 
bills for the FmHA office which declared: 
"Because of mismanagement and unpro­
fessional conduct and harassment of pro­
fessional farmers, we have deemed this 
FmHA office is without equity and is a 
drain on the taxpayers of this nation ." 

Terry Bjerke , a Goodrich, Minnesota, 
farmer paraded around a jackass whicli 
eventually "bought" the FmHA office with 
a high bid of 99 cents . 

The jackass was ·brought to the demon­
stration by Warren Rittenbach, a James­
town , North Dakota, farmer who helped 
organize a two-day tractorcade in James­
town last month that effectively blockaded 
the main entrance to several banks and fed­
eral loan offices. 

"He (the jackass) is a fool for buying the 
office even at 99 cents," Langman said, but 
"he says he's going to use the building to 
store farmers. That's so they'll have a 
place to go when they go broke." 

"We tied a big red bow on his tail as a 
symbol of the stubborness of the FmHA of­
ficials and farm politicians ," Vicky Hale, a 
tractorcade organizer who farms with her 
husband, Victor, in Menahga, Minnesota, 
told the Militant in a telephone interview. 

Hale said, "We have to draw attention to 
the serious plight of the small family farm­
er who is struggling to survive in a climate 
of low prices, high interest rates , an ever 
increasing number of farm foreclosures 
and unsympathetic FmHA officials." 

According to Hale, state FmHA Director 
Russ B jorhus had earlier been presented 
with a petition bearing the signatures of 
147 Detroit Lakes-area farmers who de­
manded the removal of James Johnson, 
local FmHA County Supervisor, for haras­
sing and intimidating farmers who applied 
for urgently need operating loans for spring 
planting. However, Johnson had apparen­
tly been hastily transferred to another Min­
nesota FmHA office before the tractorcade 
arrived on Monday. 

Victor Hale told the demonstrators that . 
farmers are the only business people who 
buy retail and sell wholesale. Farmers can't 
continue to sell . below the cost of produc­
tion, he said. Hale estimates that there are 
25,000 Minnesota farmers that are on the 

verge of bankruptcy and foreclosure and 
who will be forced off their farms unless 
help comes soon. 

Hale quoted from a recently released· 
U. ~. Department of Agriculture Farm Cen­
sus that reports the number of Minnesota 
farms at less than 100,000 - the lowest 
number of farms in Minnesota in more than 
100 years. 

The farmers loudly cheered when Bjerke 
announced plans to begin organizing a 40-
mule team which he said will make its way 
from northwest Minnesota to Washington, 
D.C. 

Vicky Hale told the group, "We'll fight 
for what we believe. It's not just a matter of 
desperation. It's a matter of wanting to 
keep a way of life we enjoy." · 

Hawaii protest_ofReagan policies 
BY MARC VIGLIELMO 

HONOLULU - More than 300 people 
gathered at the state capitol in downtown 
Honolulu on April 22 to protest Washing­
ton's domestic and foreign policies. Presi­
dent Reagan was making a two-day 
stopover here .on his way to the People's 
Republic of China. The state capitol is 
about a hundred yards from St. Andrew's 
Cathedral, where Reagan was scheduled to 
attend Easter services . 

Brian Greaves, a minister at St. An­
drew's Cathedral, gave the opening speech 
at the rally. He blasted the. current adminis-

. tration's· aggression in Central America, 
the mining of Nicaraguan harbors, the U.S. 
nuclear buildup, and the slashing of social 
welfare programs in the United States. 

Anna Macanany, a Maryknoll nun and 
personal friend of the U.S. nuns killed by 
death squads in El Salvador, addressed 
similar issues. 

Ah Quon McElrath, a former official of 
the International Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union, listed social pro­
grams that have been cut since Reagan's 
inauguration. 

Kawehiokalani Kanui-Gill, a member of 
the Protect Kahoolawe Ohana (PKO), at­
tacked the U.S. government for turning 
Hawaii into a military superbase and a 
springboard for U.S. aggression in Asia. 

The PKO is an organization of aborigi­
nal Hawaiians ·dedicated to stopping the 
bombing of Kahoolawe, one of the eight 
major Hawaiian islands. The U.S . Navy 

routinely uses Kahoolawe for bombing 
practice in spite of the fact that many his­
torical and archaelogical artifacts have 
been found all over the island and the 
bombing is destroying these valuable re­
cords of Hawaiian culture. 

Regularly over the past several years, 
the combined navies of the United States, 
Japan, Canada, Australia, and New Zea­
land have conducted war games, known as 
RIMPAC, involving the bombing of 
Kahoolawe. 

In a victory for the PKO, the Japanese 
government announced recently that it 
would not participate in the bombing. 

Dr. Willis Butler, a member of Physi­
cians for Social Responsibility, gave the 
final speech and then the crowd moved 
down the street to take up positions im- · 
mediately opposite the cathedra! . 

A substantial number of signs and ban­
ners targeted Reagan's Central America 
policy. Two of the largest banners read 
"U.S. Hands Off Nicaragua" and "Jobs 
Not War." 

Reagan's motorcade came in the back of 
the cathedral, but when the cars left after 

. the service, they had to pass several ban­
ners and a crowd chanting "Money for 
jobs, not for war; U.S. out ofEl Salvador!" 
During the brief stop at the governor's 
mansion to meet Gov. George Ariyoshi 
and his wife, a large crowd immediately 
opposite the mansion began chanting, 
which continued all through the meeting. 
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Cuban union congress shows gains 
for workers and all of society 
BY ILONA GERSH 
· "Practically every problem was dis­

cussed in this congress, problems concern­
ing workers in general, problems to do 
with the revolution, with the life of our so­
ciety, with the country's internal and exter­
nal affairs, because the working class is the 
backbone and soul of the revolution." This 
is how Fidel Castro summed up the 15th 
Congress of the Central Organization of 
Cuban Trade Unions (CTC) when he ad­
dressed its closing session. 

The congress, held February 20-24 in 
Havana, was attended by 2, 180 delegates . 
They had been elected from among more 
than 51 ,000 candidates who had been 
nominated in local trade unions. The main 
proposals to the congress had been dis­
cussed for months .prior to the congress in 
every workplace across Cuba. 

The March 4 and March I I issues of 
Granma, newspaper of the Cuban Com­
munist Party, carried extensive coverage of 
the congress, which this article is based on. 

Cuba's internationalist solidarity with 
workers and peasants around the world was 
shown by the large number of international 
guests at the congress, who came from 86 
countries including: Nicaragua, Vietnam, 
the Soviet Union, Ethiopia, Czecho­
slovakia, North Korea, Spain, and Por­
tugal. 

An interview with Kenneth Toom, the 
oldest executive member of the National 
Union of .Mineworkers of Great Britain, 
was featured in Granma as part of the con­
gress coverage. 

'Amazing experience' 

A central theme of Castro's speech to the 
Congress was the contrast between the situ­
ation facing workers under capitalism and 
their situation in Cuba, where there is a 
government that represents the interests of 
the workers and peasants. And though 
Cuba still faces immense problems caused 
by the U.S. government's economic block­
ade, sabotage, and military threats, prog­
ress is being made in solving those prob­
lems. 

While workers in Cuba have confidence 
that their needs and interests will be at the 
center of their government's efforts, work­
ers and farmers in the United States see 
their standard of living and democratic 
rights crumbling before their very eyes . 

"This amazing experience, this strange 
experience of seeing a labor movement dis­
cussing all that has been brought up here, 
all the problems and issues that have been 
brought up here, the interests that have 
been put forward here, can only be possible 
when the working class sees itself as the 
owner of the means of production and 
wealth of the country!" said Castro. 

"Only .then will the workers meet to dis­
cuss economizing, productivity profitabil­
ity, ... better services . This is because it is 
their economizing, their productivity , their 
profitability, their wealth, their services; 
and this is only possible under socialism." 

The congress discussed such far-reach­
ing topics as health care, social security, 
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education, the role of women and youth, 
how to defend Cuba against U.S. military 
threats, and Cuba's international aid to un­
derdeveloped countries. The biggest topic 
of discussion, however, was the state of the 
economy and living conditions of the 
working class . 

"If we were asked what has been the 
main achievement of the work of the 
unions since the 14th congress," said CTC 
General Secretary Roberto Veiga, "we 
would not hesitate in saying that the main 
achievement of the unions during these 
years has been the profout'ld understanding 
which has developed in the ranks of the 
need to struggle tirelessly to help solve 
pressing economic problems." 

He explained that the unions in Cuba 
have built a strong mass movement, and 
havea big impact on Cuba's national goal 
to increase productivity . In Cuba, 99.2 per­
cent of the working class belongs to the 
CTC. 

'ln~ovators and rationalizers' 

In Cuba, when workers have ideas about 
how to carry out their work more effi­
ciently, those ideas are investigated and 
implemented. Granma reported on the 
"tremendous contribution of the work in­
novators and rationalizers' movement, or­
ganized in 5,200 committees with over 
60,200 members." In 1982, Granma re­
ported, "there was a total of 9,892 inven­
tions and cases of work rationalization with 
an economic value of 320 million pesos [a 
Cuban peso is roughly equivalent to 
$1.40], and in 1983 the value was more 
than 400 million pesos." 

In the United States, ''rationalization" 
means fatter profits for the owners and 
layoffs and more unemployment for the 
workers . So even though workers know 
that there are better ways to produce 
things, they shy away from making propos­
als to implement the'm because they may be 
working themselves out of their job. In any 
case, workers' ideas usually fall on deaf 
ears. But in Cuba, rationalization and in­
creased efficiency don't lead to loss of 
jobs . 

"There was no talk of unemployment," 
Castro reported in his closing talk at the 
congress . "The stress was on productivity, 
when we know full well that in other un­
derdeveloped countries of the Third World 
and Latin America you can ' t talk of a 
machine because that means unemploy­
ment, profits for the capitalist to the detri­
ment of the worker. Here everyone knows, 
every worker knows, that the machine 
means benefits for the people to the detri­
ment of none. The greater the productivity 
and technology, the greater the production 
for the people and more benefits for the 
people." 

In the developed capitalist countries, 
Castro explained, the problem is that the 
"need for technology and modernization 
dashes with the interests of the workers." 

Discussion of the sugar cane harvest, in 
progress at the time, dominated the con­
gress , The sugar production industry, basic 

Fidel Castro 
Speeches 

Cuba's Internationalist Foreign 
Policy 1975-80 
391 pp., $7.95. 

Our Power Is That of the Working 
People: Building Socialism in Cuba 
367 pp., $7.95. 

Selected Speeches of Fidel Castro 
1960-1979 
134 pp. , $5.00 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 West 
St., New York, NY 10014. Include 75 
cents for postage and handling. 

Lab technician in sugar mill. Congress discussed how to bring more women into work 
force and into leadership of unions. 

to Cuba's economy, has been the central 
target of modernization, productivity, and 
profit campaigns. 

Cane cutting is grueling labor. The per­
centage of cane cut by combine harvesters 
increased from 25 percent in 1971 , to 45 
percent in 1980, and 62 percent in this 
year's harvest. 

Cutting energy costs increases profita­
bility. In Cuba, consumption of fuel oil at 
the sugar mills amounted to 430,000 tons 
in 1979. In 19&3, it was down to.23,000. 

lh the United States, saving energy 
means that workers have less heat in their 
homes, plants are closed , jobs are lost, 
schools and hospitals cut their services. 
And bills get higher for the workers any­
way . 

But in Cuba, saving energy and in­
creased profitability has meant better 
working conditiMs, higher pay, and higher 
living standards for all the workers. 

Veiga eX'plained to the congress how 
conditions have improved because of the 
greater profitability and efficiency of sugar 
production. 

Beginning in 1981, sugar mill workers 
got a weekly rest period during the sugar 
harvest, unheard of before more modern 
equipment was introduced . 

Wages for sugar workers increased by 
about 40 percent in the past three years . In 
addition, sugar workers who excel in their 
job are awarded incentives. Last year 300 
homes, along with hundreds of cars, 
motorcycles, and vacations were received 
by workers in the fields and mills. 

In 1980, Veiga's report said, a general 
wage reform law was approved . The re­
form benefited more than 2.5 million 
workers, especially those in the lowest in­
come brackets. It represented an average 
wage· increase of almost 15 percent. 

More than 300,000 workers get compen­
sated for difficult working conditions . This 
includes night workers and those who have 
to live away from home to carry out their 
job . 

So while real wages have dropped in the 
United States due to inflation and takeback 
contracts, wages and living conditions 
have improved dramatically in Cuba. In 
Cuba, the future for workers is economi­
cally secure, whereas in the capitalist 
world, workers are afraid of what the fu­
ture will bring . 

Right of all workers to a job 

Granma reported that "before the 
triumph of the revolution in 1959, 50 per­
cent of the workers lacked social security 
rights . At present these rights are enjoyed 
by all workers to the tune of over 800 mil­
lion pesos annually. What was paid out in 

social security in a year in the past is paid 
out in 12 days now ." 

Considerable discussion took place con­
cerning the right of all workers to a job . 
Decree-Law No. 56 was passed several 
years ago to guarantee that if raw materials 
run out for a job, or if production plans 
change, workers will be guaranteed a de­
cent wage until production can coritinue or 
until they can find another job. The law 
stipulates that a worker will be paid 70 per­
cent of their .wages. if. their job . .is tempofar­
ily interrupted. 

Several delegates raised questions about 
shortcomings in the administration of the 
law. 

A wnstruction worker reported, for in­
stance, that on some construction · sites, 
extra workers are hired while workers with 
other skills sit at home receiving 70 percent 
of their pay . Another construction worker 
explained that individuals with enough 
money can buy the materials to build them­
selves a home, and then hire a construction 
crew to build it. This means that while pri· 
vate construction is carried out with the 
labor of laid-off workers, a big construc­
tion project that will benefit everyone 
might grind to a halt because construction 
materials are not available . 

Castro pointed out in his closing speech 
that running out of raw material can affect 
some workers more than others . Construc­
tion workers. for instance, can generally 
find a temporary job. But women in the 
predominantly female textile and garment 
industries usually can't find contract work 
and have to rely on the 70 percent wage 
guaranteed them by the law. It was decided 
that the new leadership of the CTC should 
study this issue and assign a commission to 
make proposals to correct the weaknesses 
of the law's application. 

While the congress concentrated on the 
progress and problems facing industrial 
workers, there was also discussion about 
how socialization of the land and agricul­
ture will improve life in Cuba . 

Cooperative movement in agriculture 

Castro said that progress had been noted 
in bringing individual peasants into 
cooperative farming. In the last few years, 
2.35 million acres of land and thousands of 

. peasants have come into the cooperative 
movement. 

'This was pleasant news for us all," said 
Castro, "because we are familiar with the 
prospects and possibilities, with the ad­
vance of the cooperative farm movement 
among our peasants . It is developing 
methodically, without rushing things and 
with the utmost respect for the principle -of 



this being a voluntary step, which, in our 
opinion, is the key to the present and future 
success of the movement. 

"The way it is progressing we can as­
sume that, in the next five or perhaps six or 
seven years, almost 100 percent of peasant 
land will form part of the cooperative 
movements. This, along with state farm 
land, enables us to say that, without rush­
ing things, with intelligence and sagacity, 
on the basis of the Agrarian Reform Law 
whose 25th anniversary will be celebrated 
this year, all the land in our country will , 
like industry, be completely socialized." 

Role of women 

The role of women in production, de­
fense of Cuba against U.S. military threats, 
and leadership was a special concern of the • 
congress. Women are 38.9 percent of 
Cuba's industrial work force, as compared 
to 30 percent in 1979. In urban areas like 
Havana, women make up as much as 44 
percent of the labor force. It was reported 
that women make up 53.9 percent of the 
country's technical work force, which in­
cludes the field of medicine. 

Castro pointed out how important this 
development is in Cuba. "We once said 
that when society learned to recognize and 
utilize the qualities of women, its pos­
sibilities would be unlimited," he said. 

"We've gone so far," he joked, "that 
now we have to start worrying about men's 
equality! We have observed women's at­
titude to study, and Comrade Veiga told 
me that in the labor movement, in spite of 
family obligations and tasks that weigh 
heavily on women, they were more applied 
in their studies than men. We have ob­
served that in the Territorial Troop Militia 
the women have a greater sense of discip­
line and punctuality than the men. And if 
one day our country would have to defend 
lts~lf'agliifl'st ; ilh ihlpetialfS't attack:I'ri{sure 
that in combat women would never be in­
ferior to men." 

"If these facts are so evident and irrefut­
able," Castro continued, "why is it that we 
don't have more women in the Party and 
state leadership and in the leadership of the 
mass organizations? It's a matter of logic, 
not a whim or simple slogan. Nevertheless, 
in spite of this, we have no doubt but that 
we are making progress in that direction." 
Twenty-seven percent of the delegates at 
the congress were women. · 

The concern to bring more women into 
production and leadership was evident in 
many of the discussions that took place. 
The delegates were enthusiastic with the 
plan, for instance, to lengthen the school 
day so that children whose mothers worked 
would not be left alone during the after­
noon. 

Granrna reported that one of the resolu­
tions passed "calls for intense struggle to 
prevent any form of discrimination against 
women, facilitating their joining the work 
force and staying in it. Joint work with the 
Federation of Cuban Women will be con­
tinued to increase participation of women 
as active members of the Territorial Troop 
Militia. The resolution also demands re­
spect for existing measures on jobs in 
which women are given priority and their 
right to those jobs." 

Internationalist workers 

Adult education continues to be a prior­
ity as well, and efforts continue to increase 
enrollment and graduation in both elemen­
tary school and the university levels. 

Health care is now more readily avail­
able in Cuba, which is reflected by the in­
crease in life expectancy. In 1953 life ex­
pectancy in Cuba was 60 years. Now it is 
nearly 74. An experimental pilot plan to as­
sign doctors and nurses to schools and fac­
tories was greeted by the delegates as a 
way to make good medical care more con­
venient for working women and their chil­
dren. 

Among the delegates were I ~4 who had 
participated in international military 
brigades, and 89 who had been part of 

Worker at older Cuban sugar mill. Congress discussed modernization of Cuban in­
dustry. In Cuba new technology resulting in higher productivity has produced better 
working conditions, higher pay, and higher living standards for entire working class. 

Cuban cooperative personnel, such as con­
struction and medical workers, in other 
countries. 

In salute to these internationalist work­
ers, the opening ceremony ended with a 
symbolic roll call of the 24 construction 
workers and cooperation personnel who 

died during the U.S . invasion of Grenada. 
One of the high points of the Congress, 

Granrna reported, was when Veiga pre­
sented a check to Castro for 20 million 
pesos, collected from the workers in 1983 
to help finance the Territorial Troop Mili­
tia. 

In his closing remarks, Castro addressed 
the workers from capitalist countries. "Our 
brothers and sisters from the capitalist 
countries, I imagine," he said, "must be 
taken aback and surprised to see a workers 
movement, more than 2,000 delegates,· 
talking about productivity, profitability,..­
reducing production costs, increasing pro­
duction both quantitatively and qualita­
tively, improving the services. 

"This would be unheard of in a society 
with the insurmountable contradiction be­
tween the capitalists, owner:s of the means 
of production and wealth produced by the 
honorable toiling hands of workers and the 
working class. This insurmountable con­
tradiction between the interests of the 
capitalists and those of the workers used to 
be apparent in our congresses before the 
revolution . .. . 

"In closing this congress I express our 
gratitude to [the international guests] for 
the privilege of having been able to share · 
these days with prestigious representatives 
of the international workers movement, 
with representatives of hundreds of mil­
lions of workers throughout the world. We 
express our gratitude for the encourage­
ment of their presence and the. hopes they 
have given us that the principle that work­
ers throughout the world must unite and 
must remain closely united will be ful­
filled." 

Bishop interview in 'Black Scholar' 
Continued from Page 5 
tiona/ illiteracy! You know you can read 
and write, yes, ... scratch your name, yes, 
. . . but interpreting and applying this to 
your daily life in a serious creative way.is 
still a major task. 

That is why we have embarked upon this 
program, that is, the Center for Popular 
Education which as you know is a massive· 
program. It is extremely difficult to imple­
ment in practice, because you are calling 
upon thousands of people to voluntarily 
give up two nights or six hours a week to 
come out imd receive education in a class­
room setting. People who have always 
been taught, coming out of colonialism, 
that education is only important during 
your early period when you're in so-called 
school, and that once you have finished 
with school and have become a big man or 
woman and started to work you no longer 
had to have an education. People who have 
been accustomed for so many years to just 
going to the field and reap the cocoa nuts, 
eggs and bananas and go home to play 
dominos or go to the rum shop, or even still 
go on to sleep . .. getting people like that 
to come out consistenly on a voluntary 
basis over two years is in itself a massive 
task. It is that task which we are engaged in 
right now. 

Ques: Could you outline the prepara­
tions for the Constitutional Convention, 
and how the commissioners for this con­
vention were selected? 

Bishop: In terms of the selection of the 
members, ... the Chairman, Allan Ale­
xander was chosen because he is an out­
standing Caribbean jurist. We felt it was 
important in the drafting of our constitution 
commission to rely on the best expertise we 
could, ... I'm talking about in the techni­
cal sense now, and Alexander just happens 
to be one of the most equipped people in 
that area with a very very wide experience. 
He acted as a judge for a while in Trinidad 
.. . has been a leader of the bar for a long 
time, .. . yes, quite an outstanding lawyer. 

The other two were fairly obvious. One 
is our Attorney General who happens to be 
Jamaican, Richard Hart. The third one is 
another Grenadian lawyer, Ashley Taylor, 
who again is a lawyer with a great deal of 
experience in this area. 

Outside of these three technicians there 
are two other people. One is a worker who 
was selected by the Trades Union Council, 

an umbrella organization for all of the labor 
unions in our country. So the workers have 
their own man. 

One more person . was elected by all of 
the mass. prganizations, the National 
Women's Organizaton, the National Youth 
Organization, and the Farmers Union. 
These three bodies got together and chose 
their own person . . . that's really how the 
five were chosen. [ ... ] 
. Of course, once [a] draft [constitution] 
comes back, they will have to do a re-draft 
that will take into account views, opinions, 
proposals, criticisms and so on. After that, 
what we will like to do is to submit it to a 
plebiscite or · popular referendum for the 
views of the people . Once it is approved by 
way of referendum then that new constitu­
tion will become the law of the country. 

Ques: What is the political significance 
of the Constitution Convention at this point 
in time, in advancing the revolution? 

Bishop: We think the revolution, four 
and one half years later had to begin to, . . . 
rather has experimented with a number of 
forms, new democratic forms ... all of 
them still embryonic, but all of them right 
now have a very clear outline. If you think 
of the workers parish councils, or the farm­
ers councils or the women's and youth · 
councils, ... they are now fairly well un­
derstood by our people. Fairly well in­
stitutionalized. 

People have demonstrated in practice 
that these organs of popular democracy are 
organs that they can relate to, that they feel 
comfortable in, that they go to in large 
numbers. The people have begun to under­
stand that this is more than just a question 
of principle to us, it also has practical ap­
plication. The principle of course is funda­
mentally important' ... that is the principle 
insuring the widest possible democratic 
participation by the widest possible 
number. But from the practical application 
they learn from experience which is that 
when they make strong demands in any of 
these councils, then these demands are im­
plemented by the government. 

It was for example in August 1981 fol­
lowing a call in a workers parish council 
for a public transport system that we had to 
go out and buy some new buses. So the 
people understood that. We feel that four 
and a half years later the time has come for 
us to try to institutionalize a number of 

. these organizations . We think that the time 

has come when people have become suffi­
ciently accustomed to the new democracy 
they're trying to promote and in­
stitutionalize, for us to try to put it down. 

. Therefore we will have a national 
. framework that would be clearly under­
stood by all . . . and it would be understood 
to be what they had chosen, as they recog­
nize their country . 

Ques: The issue of human rights was 
one that is used to discredit the Grenadian 
revolution? Was or is it necessary to create 
a response to this argument? What were 
your responses, your reactions to these 
charges. 

Bishop: It is our view that after the rev­
olution when you are attempting to consoli­
date, there has to be a certain measure of 
dislocation. · 

The main point I'm making is; you don't 
really have a revolution if there is no dislo­
cation, . . . otherwise, it (revolution) must 
be wrongly named. The revolution is al­
ways to dislocate what is in existence, 
otherwise it's not a revolution. That is. why 
you call the American revolution a revolu­
tion, ... precisely because it was a tre­
mendous dislocation. It was the end of a 
certain level of exploitation by those who 
supported the British. That is also wliy of 
course, 600,000 of them had to flee for 
their lives, ... 100,000 as you know, in 
the first few days. That is why so many 
were executed, so many jailed. That's why 
it was a revolution ... it wasn't any Boston 
Tea Party as your textbooks tell you. It was · 
a bloody revolution, and a very bloody one 
indeed. [ ... ] 

So what we do in the meantime, is to 
exercise the maximum ·humanity we can, 
by insuring them all of their rights are in 
fact protected, .. . and insuring that even 
for the Mongoose Gang that killed so many 
people, they were able to reach Richmond 
Hill prison without a single scratch. That's 
because our people understood what we 
stood for, and what we stand for and that , 
we're against torture and revenge. That's 
why these things happen. That is why even 
today these rights are maintained. But, 
humanitarian treatment is one thing - al­
lowing people to operate freely in a context 
where they are going to try and overturn 
the revolutionary process, ... that we. can­
not allow. The first law is that the revolu­
tion must go on. 
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World Court hits 
U.S. attacks on 
Nicaraguan people 
BY JANE HARRIS 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- News of the 
· unanimous World Court ruling ordering 

the United States to stop mining Nicara­
guan ports was received here in the Foreign 
Ministry as a step forward in revealing the 
real nature of U.S. "democracy." 

At a news conference held hours after 
the May 10 court decision was handed 
down, Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto 
explained why: 

''The U.S. has always presented itself as 
a country respectful of the law . . . . The in­
sistence of the Reagan administration of 
not recognizing the jurisdiction of the 
World Court only serves to reconfirm for 
public opinion that the Reagan administra­
tion has no way to legally justify its ac­
tion." 

By its behavior, D'Escoto said, the 
United States had become an ''international 
outlaw." 

nothing to hide. Honduras' charges are 
nothing but lies, he said. 

"We are still curious to know why that 
helicopter was there. One cannot accept 
what the foreign minister of Honduras told 
me," D'Escoto said. "He said the weather 
conditions were such that the helicopter 
didn't know where it was flying." 

Yet, D'Escoto pointed out, there was 
unlimited visibility reported over the area 
that day. . 

"We still don ' t know under whose orders 
and with what purpose that military craft 
was flying in the depths of our territory," 
concluded D'Escoto. 

Nicaragua's response to Honduran . 
charges will be to bring the facts of the 
matter before the UN Security Council, the 
Contadora Group (the countries of Colom­
bia, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela 
seeking to negotiate a peace settlement in 
the region), and the Movement of 
Nonaligned Countries. 

••uJl11<11.Jll ane 
World Court condemned U.S. support to counterrevolutionary attacks on Nicara­
gua. Photo shows destruction of militia headquarters in San Rafael del Norte by U.S.­
financed contras. Not unrelated to the World Court deci­

sion was President Reagan's address on 
Central America the evening before the de­
cision was announced. 

D'Escoto said Reagan was "talking 
about Latin America as if it was part of the 
U.S." 

U.S. copter downed over Nicaragua 
He characterized Reagan's speech as an 

"act of desperation," using "slanderous ac­
cusations against our government and the 
nature of our revolution in an effort to get 
support" for his policies. 

The foreign minister said that Reagan 
"underestimates the intelligence of his own 
people" who, D'Escoto said, "know a lie 
when they hear one, even if it's from their 
own president." 

Of the situation in the region, D'Escoto 
said, it "is becoming quite tense and I 
would say quite dangerously so." 

In particular, the foreign minister was 
referring to events surrounding the fact that 
Sandinista soldiers were forced to down a 
helicopter that flew over their territory May 
8. Eight Hondurans aboard were killed. 
(See story elsewhere on page.) 

The downing occurred in the context of 
U.S.-Honduran military "maneuvers" tak­
ing place some 10 miles north, in the Gulf 
of Fonseca. 

Honduras responded by l) charging that 
the copter was downed in Gulf of Fonseca 
waters, 2) telling the world they were de­
nied permission to send a commission to 
view the crash site, and 3) ordering Nicara­
guan Ambassador Edwin Zablah to leave 
their country. 

D'Escoto pointed out that reporters had 
themselves already visited the site of the 
helicopter downing and that Nicaragua has 

BY MICHAEL BAUMANN 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua- Proof posi­

tive of direct U.S. intervention in the war 
against Nicaragua and of the real nature of 
the U.S. -Honduran "military maneuvers"' 
came with the crash May 8 of a U.S. army 
helicopter well within Nicaraguan terri~ 
tory. 

The helicopter, marked "U.S. Army 
Materiel Command, Corpus Christi, 
Texas," was shot down by Nicaragua's 
Sandinista forces. It crashed and burned 
five miles northeast of the northern port 
village of Potosi, some 20 miles from the 
nearest point in Honduran territory. All 
eight persons aboard died in the crash. 

Four of the eight were later identified by 
the Honduran government as members of 
its armed forces. They did not contest the 
fact that the aircraft was downed in Nicara­
guan territory, but claimed that it was a 
Honduran helicopter. 

"At first we thought it was a Honduran 
helicopter" too, said Nicaraguan Foreign 
Minister Miguel D'Escoto. 

"We found on the body of one of the 
crew members a card identifying him as a 
member of the Honduran Air Force. But 
later investigation showed that part of the 
fuselage, near the tail of the helicopter, 
was marked "U.S. Army Materiel Com-
mand ." · 

D'Escoto expressed condolences to the 
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family members of those who had died , 
whom he called "victims of the policies of 
the Reagan administration." But he pointed 
out that they would still be alive if the Hon­
duran government were not deeply -in­
volved in the war against Nicaragua. 

The helicopter, one of the two that vio­
lated Nicaraguan air space in that area at 
the time; had flown in from the Gulf of 
Fonseca, where U.S.-Honduran "war 

games" are currently taking place. All ci­
vilian flights are prohibited in the gulf for 
the duration of the maneuvers. · 

The maneuvers, which under one name 
or another have been under way now for 
nearly two years, are in part aimed at pro-· 
viding supplies and reconnaissance infor­
mation to U.S . -trained and Honduran­
based counterrevolutionaries seeking to 
overthrow the Sandinista ·government. 

Ortega counters Reagan war speech 
BY MICHAEL BAUMANN 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua - "President 
Reagan is seeking support for his policy of 
war in Central America .... He wants ap­
proval for the funds he has requested to 
continue financing the CIA mercenaries, 
murdering our people, mining our ports, 
violating our territory, sabotaging our 
economy, and causing shortages of food 
and medicine." 

This was the response of Commander 
Daniel Ortega, coordinator of Nicaragua's 
revolutionary government, !;hortly after 
Reagan's May 9 speech. 

Addressing the opening of a conference 
of labor ministers from more than 50 gov­
ernments that are members of the Move­
ment of Nonaligned Countries, Ortega de­
nounced Reagan's attack on Nicaragua as a 
"series of baseless and absurd slanders." 

Appealing to the delegates for support 
and solidarity, Ortega pointed out that Nic­
aragua was under attack by the United 
States precisely because of its commitment 
to the chief principles of the nonaligned 
movement - national independence and 
self -determination. 

"I want," Ortega said, "to take advan­
tage of this important conference of the 
nonaligned movement to reiterate to you 
tonight that - regardless of what Mr. 
Reagan would like the world to believe -

Nicaragua's Daniel Ortega 

the Sandinistapeople's revolution is pro­
foundly democratic. 

"Despite the aggression by the present 
U.S. administration, we are advancing in 
giant steps in construction of the first au­
thentic democracy in our country - some­
thing that could never have been attempted 
while Nicaragua remained under Washing­
ton's control." 

That is why, Ortega said, "our revolu­
tion enjoys political support from our 
people that is much broader than anything 
Mr. Reagan could ever dream of obtaining 
in his own country." 

N.J. chemical workers 
locked out after 
rejecting contract 
BY ZENA McFADDEN 

RAHWAY, N.J . - Merck and Co., a 
chemical producer, expanded its lockout of 
members of Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers Local 8-575 to its second New 
Jersey plant. 

The lockout began May 4 at the Rahway 
plant, which employs 700 OCA W mem­
bers , days after the union 's rejection of a 
final company offer on a new three-year 
contract. 

On May 7, Merck extended the lockout 
to its Hawthorne plant. 

The national contract covers 4,000 
workers in three unions at five plants in 
Danville, Virginia; San Francisco; West 
Point, Pennsylvania; arrd Hawthorne and 
Rahway, New Jersey. The other unions in­
volved are the International Chemical 
Workers Union and the Amalgamated 
Clothing and Textile Workers Union . 

Nonunion and supervisory personnel are 
operating the Rahway and Hawthorne 
plants. 

Workers on the picket line in Rahway 
explained the lockout has destroyed the 
image that Merck and Co . has attempted to 
paint of itself as the "fair employer." The 
union had favored more negotiations with 
the company while continuing work under 
the terms of the previous contract, which 
had expired. · · 
















