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Atlanta
mayor
backs
April 20

BY SARA JEAN JOHNSTON

ATLANTA — “We are here today to an-
nounce our support for the April Days of
Protest and the April 20 march on Wash-
ington.” said Rev. Timothy McDonald,
spokesperson for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) and the
Atlanta Coalition for the April Days of Pro-
test. He spoke at a news conference held at
City Hall.

McDonald was joined by Mayor An-
drew Young; State Rep. Tyrone Brooks
from the Rainbow Coalition: Leamon
Hood, the southern regional director of the
American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME): Mar-
garet Roach. Nuclear Freeze: and Ray
Hooker, a Nicaraguan legislator from that
country’s Atlantic Coast who is touring the
United States, telling the truth about the
Nicaraguan revolution and Washington’s
war against it.

“Forty percent of the combat ready
troops in the U.S. are Black and Hispanic,”
McDonald told the media. “We in SCLC
feel this is a travesty of justice for these
youth to be used by white, rich, corporate
America’s army. These actions are impor-
tant both in raising our voices in protest
and in getting out the truth about Nicaragua
to the American people.”

McDonald introduced Hooker. “This
brother from Atlanta’s sister city —
Bluefields — was kidnapped by the con-
tras while campaigning for his seat in the
Nicaraguan National Assembly,” he said,
using the Spanish term for the ClA-or-
ganized  counterrevolutionaries.  “Mr.
Hooker was held for 58 days, was shot, but
received no medical care whatsoever from
the contras. He is here today because of the
efforts of both the Nicaraguan and North
American people.™

“The U.S. government is carrying out a
savage war against the Nicaraguan
people.” said Hooker. “Reagan says that
the contras are the moral equivalent of the
U.S. Founding Fathers. We in Nicaragua
have more respect for the revolutionaries
who led the American Revolution in this
country than your own government does.

“While in Nicaragua we are in the proc-
ess of creating autonomy for the Black
population, while over 100,000 North
Americans have freely visited our country
since our revolution in 1979, the U.S. gov-
ernment has stated they want Nicaragua to

Continued on Page 5
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Reagan backs racist

terror

A

Cops attacking Blacks in South Africa. Reagan blames Blacks for the violence.

BY MALIK MIAH

The 25th anniversary of the Sharpeville
massacre of March 21, 1960, in which 69
Black people were brutally gunned down,
was marked in a river of blood by the South
African government.

Nineteen Blacks were slaughtered in
Langa township March 21 by South Afri-
can cops while participating in a peaceful

funeral procession. The racist regime
claimed that a crowd of 4,000 people at-
tacked the cops with stones, sticks, and
firebombs. But eyewitness accounts report
that the crowd had dwindled to 300 to 500
people when the cops opened fire.

This murderous assault — the bloodiest
for a single day since 1960 — raised the of-
ficial death total for the last 13 months to

in S. Africa

- 243, all Blacks except one.

In the typical arrogance of an imperialist
slavemaster, President Reagan told a
White House news conference that the
Blacks themselves may have provoked the
cops, and thus caused their own deaths.

Reagan said with a poker face, I think
to put it that way [as killings of Blacks by
the police] — that they were simply killed

"and that the violence was coming totally

from the law-and-order side — ignores the
fact that there was rioting going on on be-
half of others there.”

“And it 1s tragic,” he said, “and again,
we hope that this can be corrected. But 1
think also it is significant that on the officer
side, or the police side — whether they
were miliary police, I think they were
police — it is significant that some of those
enforcing the law and using the guns were
also Black — Black policemen.”

The fact that many of South Africa’s

- cops are Black does not alter their role and

function, which is to defend the apartheid
regime. Just as in the United States, cops
and capitalist politicians who are Black
serve and defend the system that is oppress-
ing the Black nationality. In capitalist
countries, a cop is a cop no matter what
their skin color may be.

Reagan concluded his comments on the
Langa township events by saying, “there is
an element in South Africa that do not want
peaceful settlement of this, who want
trouble in the streets, and this is what’s
going on.”

Although it was Reagan talking, the pol-

Continued on Page 6

Blacks’ stake in fight against war

April 4 marks the 17th anniversary of the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. A
prominent figure in the massive movement
for Black civil rights, King was gunned
down in cold blood in Memphis, Tennes-

EDITORIAL

see, on April 4, 1968. He was in that city
expressing his solidarity with embattled
Black sanitation workers who were fight-
ing for union recognition.

Exactly one year before he was mur-
dered. King delivered his first major con-

demnation of the U.S. government’s war in
Vietnam.

The link King made in that speech be-
tween opposition to the U.S. war and sup-
port for the civil rights movement is espe-
cially useful to review now. Today the
U.S. government is waging a fierce war
both against the rights and living standards
of U.S. working people and against the
peoples of Central America and the Carib-
bean.

There is an obvious connection, King
said, “between the war in Vietnam and the
struggle I, and others, have been waging in
America.”

The experience of Vietnam had taught
him, King declared, “that America would

Pan Am workers ratify a takeback contract

BY LOUIS LONG

MIAMI — By a vote of 3,583 to 2,193
the membership of the Transportation
Workers Union (TWU) has voted to accept
a proposed contract and end their four-
week strike against Pan American Airlines.

Members of Local 504, which represents
about 4,000 Pan Am workers in the New
York area, was the only local to reject the
agreement, with 1,991 votes against and
1,856 votes for.

Here in Miami, the members of Local
500 of the TWU voted to accept the con-
tract by a 9-1 margin.

The new contract is almost the same as
the earlier company proposal that TWU
mechanics, baggage and freight handlers,
and cleaners overwhelmingly rejected at
the end of January, leading to the February
28 strike.

The new takeback contract contains pro-
visions that weaken the union and Pan Am

workers in relation to the company.

The two worst features of the contract
involve part-time workers and “B-rate em-
ployees.” The company can now hire up to
15 percent of the work force in TWU-or-
ganized jobs as part-time, non-union em-
ployees. Full-time workers who are laid off
can be called back as part-time workers.
New employees, hired as part-time or full-
time, will start at B-wage rate— which is
30 percent below that of current employ-
ees. After five years, they will get up to the
level of the bottom of the current pay scale.

This creates severe divisions among
workers. A worker doing the same job as
another will be paid 30 percent less, work
less than a 40-hour week, and not have
union protection.

Another setback in the new contract is
that the 14 percent pay cut, which the com-
pany was supposed to restore last January,
has now become permanent, even though a

court ordered the company to restore it.

The new contract will also eliminate 700
jobs of commissary workers, although
there are provisions for them to get sever-
ance pay or transfers to other Pan Am jobs.
The contract will also combine ramp and
cleaning jobs. This will also mean the
elimination of jobs.

The lack of a union strike fund made
things more difficult than necessary for the
strikers, but the strike is not ending be-
cause the strikers and their families could
not hold out any longer. Most strikers here
say they have to accept the takeback con-
tract because it is the best they can do now.
Many feel that it would be dangerous to
continue the strike because it could jeopar-
dize the survival of their union and their
jobs.

The strike was called because the com-
pany was demanding further concessions

Continued on Page 2

never invest the necessary funds or ener-
gies in rehabilitation of its poor so long as
adventures like Vietnam continued to draw
men and skills and money like some de-
moniacal destructive suction tube. So [ was
increasingly compelled to see the war as an
enemy of the poor and to attack it as such.”

In addition, said King, the war was
sending the sons. brothers, and husbands
of the poor “to fight and to die in extraordi-
narily high proportions relative to the rest
of the population.

“So we have been repeatedly faced with
the cruel irony of watching Negro and
white boys on TV screens as they kill and
die together for a nation that has been un-
able to seat them together in the same
schools. So we watch them in brutal sol-
idarity burning the huts of a poor village,
but we realize that they would never live on
the same block in Detroit.”

The “greatest purveyor of violence in the
world today,” King was forced to con-
clude, is “my own government.”

“I speak for the poor of America who are
paying the double price of smashed hopes
at home and death and corruption in Viet-
nam,” declared King.

King became a staunch opponent of the
Vietnam War because he was a consistent
fighter for Black equality and was opposed
to the whole social system of legal segrega-
tion in the South and de facto segregation
in the North.

The civil rights movement involved
massive, bloody battles which pitted Black
workers and farmers — and their allies
among whites — against the Klan, cops,
courts, legislatures, and both the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties.

The smashing of the Jim Crow legal
segregation in the South is one of the great-
est victories for Blacks and other working

Continued on Page 22



—SELLING OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT GATE

BY H. ALLEN

PHILADELPHIA — Militant
and Perspectiva Mundial sales
teams have been helping to build
the April 20 antiwar march to take
place in Washington, D.C. They
have done this by going to plants,
rail yards, and refineries to talk to
workers about why our class
should oppose the United States
sending troops into Central Amer-
ica.

Because of this activity, mem-
bers of the local antiwar coalition
refer to us as “the people who
build April 20th at the factories.”

Recently we resumed sales at a
Sun Oil refinery that went through
a six-month strike last year. The
Oil, Chemical and Atomic Work-
ers Local 8-901 members were
forced out on strike because the

company wanted to introduce a
new three-tier wage seniority sys-
tem. This included starting new
hires at 50 per cent of the base
wage.

During that strike we cam-
paigned at the plant gate for the
Socialist Workers Party’s presi-
dential slate.

We also campaigned for Sun
Oil worker Katy Karlin, who was
the SWP candidate in Pennsyl-
vania's 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict,

Support for Karlin included
selling the Militant to OCAW
local members during and after the
strike. The Sun Oil sales team was
made up of socialist garment
workers from Philadelphia. One
team member introduces the Mili-
tant saying, “Read a socialist

paper that stands up for workers’
rights here and around the world.”

In the last two sales the team
sold five Militants and gave out a
lot of leaflets building the April 20
demonstration.

A separate leaflet given out had
a subscription blank to the Militant
and a report on a visit by U.S. gar-
ment workers to a textile plant in
Nicaragua.

Another Militant sales team re-
cently went to the Philadelphia air-
port to show solidarity with the
striking Pan Am airline workers.
We didn’t have a chance to talk to
Pan Am workers, but several East-
ern Airlines workers came over to
see what we were up to.

One of them told how Eastern
was playing a shell game with the

International ~ Association  of
Machinists and other ' airline
unions. He told how the company
gave out a lot of worthless stock to
workers in exchange for a hefty re-
duction in pay.

A second Eastern worker disa-
greed. He said that workers now
had four union representatives on
the company board of directors
and were now part of the owner-
ship.

The first worker bought a Mili-
tant and ended the conversation by
saying that the workers had taken
big wage cuts on the last contract
and it didn’t look too good this
time around. He said that if the
workers really owned the com-
pany they would be giving them-
selves a big raise instead of having
to “loan” the company money.

Transport Workers Union pick-
et sign at Philadelphia airport.

Latino workers help out Dallas sales-drive team

BY TOM LEONARD

There were a number of very impressive
sales the second weekend of our 10-week
sales campaign. The goal is to sell 30,000.
single copies of the Militant and its
Spanish-language sister publication, Per-
spectiva Mundial, and also to get 2,150
subscriptions to the two socialist publica-
tions.

Dallas reported weekend sales of 72 Mil-
itants and 84 Perspectivas, plus four Young
Socialists, the newspaper published by the
Young Socialist Alliance.

The Socialist Workers Party headquar-
ters in Dallas recently moved to a location
closer to the Latino community. This helps
explain their increased Perspectiva Mun-
dial sales.

Another reason is their successful sales
at a monthly film showing that is organized
by Salvadoran refugee groups. At the last
movie, a couple of Latinos joined the sales
team to help them sell Perspectiva Mun-
dial. _

Minneapolis-St. Paul also reported sell-
ing out their 225 Militants and called in an
order of 50 more papers.This success came
even though their regular order didn’t ar-

rive on time, forcing them to cancel Satur-
day sales.

Sunday they took 100 Militants to a
southern Minnesota rally of 3,000 Hormel
packinghouse workers who are engaged in
a fight to stop company cutbacks. They
sold all their papers before the rally ended.

Later that same day they sold 105 Mili-
tants at a rally in Minneapolis-St. Paul
commemorating the fifth anniversary of
the assassination of Salvadoran archbishop
Oscar Romero, who was gunned down by
right-wing death squads.

Morgantown, West Virginia, also had
successful weekend sales and called our
circulation office Monday morning to
order 20 more Militants.

Cleveland called to say that the Mili-
tanr’s coverage of the preparations for the
April 20 antiwar actions helped their Satur-
day sales. They sold 84 single copies out of
a bundle of 85. They ordered an additional
20 Militants.

Phoenix reported first-week total sales
of 82 Militants, 22 Perspectiva Mundials,
and one subscription. Twelve Militants and
eight Perspectiva Mundials were sold at
plant gates. Six Militants were sold to

Socialist candidates join pickets

BY DAVE PRINCE

NEW YORK — “We pledge to use our
campaigns to answer Pan Am’s campaign
of lies and to build solidarity for your
strike,” Andrea Gonzailez, Socialist Work-
ers Party candidate for mayor of New York
City, told striking Pan Am workers from
Transport Workers Union Local 504. Both
Gonzilez and Mark Satinoff, Socialist
Workers candidate for governor of New
Jersey, were at the picket lines at Kennedy
Airport, Pan Am’s main base of operations
in the United States.

Workers here are angered by Pan Am’s
demands for more givebacks. One union
member explained, “Since 1981 we have
given Pan Am over a billion dollars in

wages and benefits. If I give you a billion
dollars you should be in the black, not the
red.”

Another striker told Gonzélez that many
of the Pan Am workers had 20 or more
years of service. Most, including himself,
had felt loyal to the company. “That’s
changed now,” he said. “A lot of us who
were loyal have been shaken up.”

A number of the strikers expressed their
thanks for the solidarity offered by the
socialist candidates. They took copies of
campaign literature and information on the
April 20 antiwar demonstration in Wash-
ington, D.C., as well as the socialist cam-
paign newspaper, the Militant,

farmers at a demonstration in downtown
Phoenix. The farmers were selling lunches
to passersby at the actual cost of producing
the food, before the processors get a hold
of it.

Phoenix has taken a sales drive goal of
800 Militants and 150 Perspectiva Mun-
dials, plus 50 subscriptions.

St. Louis sold 75 papers on Saturday, in-
cluding 33 at two political meetings. They

also set a sales goal of 75 subscriptions and
1,000 single copies of the Militant and Per-
spectiva Mundial.

Subscriptions counted toward the goal of
selling 2,150 are also starting to arrive in
the circuation office. Baltimore sent in four
this week. Three were to members of the
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Work-
ers Union, and one to a United Auto Work-
ers member.

Pan Am workers ratify contract

Continued from front page

from workers who had already been giving
back for the last four years. Workers were
angry at unilateral concessions imposed in
direct violation of the contract. Pension
payments were frozen and the company re-
fused to restore a 14 percent wage cut that
was supposed to end January 1.

When they voted to reject the takeback
contract and go on strike, TWU leaders and
members were counting on support from
the four other unions at Pan Am. They
thought they could shut down the airline
and win a better contract. But this was a
miscalculation. In a future issue of the Mil-
itant, we will take a look at why this was
S0.

At a March 27 meeting in Hialeah,
Florida, 1,000 strikers met to discuss and
vote on the contract. At that meeting,
copies of a letter to TWU members from
TWU international officers were distri-
buted, along with a 10-page contract sum-
mary.

The letter confirmed previous newspa-
per reports that Pan Am vice-chairman
Martin Shugrue threatened the negotiating
committee on March 21. “Unless there was
an agreement within three days, Pan Am
intended to contract out other functions
such as fleet service and building mainte-
nance, and that these contracts would be of
a permanent nature, just like commissary.”

The letter goes on to state, “The recom-
mendation to accept is based on the convic-

tion that management will not make further
concessions, To prolong this strike is to in-
vite additional casualties and the loss of
what has already been obtained.... It
would be totally irresponsible on our parts
to recommend any other course other than
acceptance.”

Strikers leaving the meeting after voting
met with a barrage of reporters and TV
cameras. None of the strikers said they
liked the contract. But few thought it was
possible to win a better one now by con-
tinuing the strike.

Sell the ‘Militant’
to Pan Am workers

In Miami, supporters of the Milirant
have been organizing special sales to strik-
ing Pan Am workers, as well as to other
airline workers.

A leaflet was distributed at the meeting

of strikers. It included a collage of clip-
pings and headlines from the Militant
showing the extensive coverage of the Pan
Am strike. The leaflet pointed out that the
Militant told the truth about the strike and
helped build solidarity, as well as having
up-to-date information, and helping to
draw the lessons from this and other strug-
gles. The leaflet included a subscription

blank.
Militant supporters around the country

are encouraged to make a special effort to
get the Militant out to Pan Am and other
airline workers.
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U.S. backs Iraqi aggression against Iran

U.S. AWAC spy planes are being used to provide Iraqi military with information to
attack Iranian targets. .

BY FRED FELDMAN

U.S. imperialism is turning up the mili-
tary, economic, and diplomatic pressure on
the Iranian revolution. The spearhead of
the imperialist attack is the military dic-
tatorship of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, which
is escalating its four-and-a-half-year war
against Iran.

When Iraqi forces invaded Iran in 1980,
Saddam Hussein proclaimed the goal of
toppling the Khomeini government and re-
storing a proimperialist regime like that of
the shah, who was ousted by the 1979 rev-
olution.

In recent weeks, the Iraqi regime
launched almost daily bombing raids in
Iran. Iraqi planes have penetrated deep into
Iran, striking at Tabriz, Isfahan, Tehran,
and other major cities. Residential districts
have been prime targets, with casualties in
the hundreds.

These actions shattered an accord
reached last June in which the Iraqi and Ira-
nian governments agreed to exempt civil-
ian targets from attack.

Iranian forces responded with bombing
attacks against Baghdad, the Iraqi capital,

9./ THE

> NICARAGUA
SANDINISTA

This new collection contains more than forty speeches by
leaders of the Nicaraguan revolution given between March
1982 and December 1984. Included are speeches and inter-
views by leaders of the Sandinista National Liberation Front
and the Nicaraguan government, such as Pres. Daniel
Ortega, Vice-pres. Sergio Ramirez, Tomas Borge, Jaime
Wheelock, and Victor Tirado; and important documents,
such as the FSLN's 1984 “Plan of Struggle.” Several items ap-
pear here for the first time in English translation, including
an interview with William Ramirez and a letter by Tomas
Borge on the problems of Nicaragua’s Atlantic Coast. 400
pages, price to be announced. Available May 1985 from
Pathfinder Press, 410 West Street, New York, NY 10014.

and frequent shelling of Basra, the coun-
try’s second largest city. Some Iraqi towns
near the Iranian border were also shelled.

Reagan administration officials claimed
that. an Iranian drive across the Tigris
River, apparently aimed at cutting off the
road to Basra, had been blunted by Irag’s
massive superiority in air power and artil-
lery. The officials gloated about the tens of
thousands of casualties they said had been
inflicted on the Iranians.

Iraqi forces have failed thus far to dis-
lodge Iranian troops from the strategic and
oil-rich Majnoon Island inside Iraq.

The stepped-up air war against Iran has
been made possible by shipments of ad-
vanced bombers and missiles to the Iraqi
rulers by Britain, France, and other im-
perialist powers.

The Saudi Arabian monarchy and other
proimperialist regimes in the region have
also provided Saddam Hussein with well
over $35 billion in aid to keep the Iraqi
economy afloat. At the same time an ever-
tightening economic blockade has been im-
posed on Iran.

The activity of counterrevolutionary ter-

PEOPLE’S

rorists inside Iran is another component of
the imperialist war against the revolution.
Six people were killed March 15 when a
bomb exploded in -the midst of tens of
thousands who were listening to a speech
by Iranian president Ali Khamenei. Iraqi
warplanes overflew Tehran within a half
hour of the bombing.

U.S. military collusion with the Iraqi re-
gime against Iran is coming more into the
open. Every inch of the war zone is moni-
tored by U.S. spy satellites and U.S.-pi-
loted AWAC reconnaisance planes. The
data they gather is passed on to the Iraqi
military.

According to the March 17 London Sun-
day Times. the Iragi military is alerted im-
mediately if there is to be an attack on
naval targets in the Persian Gulf. The
newspaper claimed that U.S. officials
“delay transmitting “hot’ data of Iranian at-
tacks on ground targets for several hours to
retain a veneer of impartiality.”

Last June, a U.S. AWAC plane directed
Saudi Arabian air force jets in downing two
Iranian planes over the Persian Gulf. It is
likely that similar guidance is being pro-
vided more covertly to [raqi forces.

Washington is also putting itself in posi-
tion to be able to carry out more direct mil-
itary intervention against the Iranian revo-
lution or similar outbreaks in the Gulf re-
gion.

The Pentagon announced March 23 that
the United States has nearly finished build-
ing military installations in Oman,
Somalia, and Kenya for use by the Rapid
Deployment Force. The Pentagon’s reg-
ional command can now draw on some
300,000 U.S. troops.

The March 25 New York Times reported,
“The United States used Oman to stage the
unsuccessful mission to rescue the Ameri-

can hostages in 1980. Last December, ac-

cording to Western and Arab officials in
Washington and the Middle East, the
United States had a team of commandos
secretly positioned in Oman” while a
Kuwaiti plane was being held in Tehran by
hijackers.

Washington and its allies have stepped
up diplomatic support to the Iraqi regime as
well. In November Washington and

Baghdad established full diplomatic rela-
tions for the first time since Iraq severed
ties in response to Israel’s June 1967 inva-
sion of Egypt. Jordan., and Syria. The
March 25 Business Week stated that “a
U.S. delegation will take a draft U.S.-Iraqi
trade agreement to Baghdad next month.
By the end of the year, the U.S. expects to
have a military attache in Baghdad.”

On March 20. following heavy Iraqgi
bombing of Iran, the supposedly neutral
Reagan administration demanded that Iran
stop fighting. And it indicated further steps
to weakan Iran, “We are making substan-
tial efforts to diminish the flow of arms to
[ran from free world sources as a means to
induce Iran to end the fighting,” declared a
State Department spokesman.

The U.S. declaration coincided with de-
mands by the Iraqi government that the
United Nations Security Council intervene |
against Iran.

On March I8, Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak and Jordan’s King Hussein visi-
ted Baghdad to show their support to the
war against the Iranian revolution. They
were said to have discussed further military
assistance to Iraq.

The intense pressure against Iran is an
indication of the threat that the Iranian rev-
olution represents to imperialist domina-
tion of the Middle East. The example of the
Iranian revolution continues to inspire
others to stand up for their rights. The re-
sistance of the people of West Beirut and
southern Lebanon to U.S. domination and
Israeli occupation is a case in point.

When the Tehran government decided to
provide aid to Nicaragua, the Reagan ad-
ministration reacted by reiterating its de-
signation of Iran as a “terrorist” nation.

Washington is determined to roll back
the Iranian revolution. The U.S. rulers are
convinced that Khomeini’s government,
despite its capitalist policies, can never be
a reliable protector of imperialist interests.
The imperialists seek to topple this govern-
ment and replace it with one that can be
counted upon to do Washington’s bidding.
The Iraqi regime’s war against Iran has
been backed by Washington from the be-
ginning as part of that counterrevolutionary
drive.

Socialist Publications Fund
needs your contribution

In the “Revolutionary Heritage” column
of this week’'s Militant, we print excerpts
from an article by V.I. Lenin, the central
leader of the Bolshevik Party and the Oc-
tober 1917 Russian revolution (see page
22).

Lenin's article is an assessment of a
1912 fund drive that, when successfully
completed, enabled the Bolsheviks to pub-
lish a daily newspaper in St. Petersburg.
Lenin considered this an important accom-
plishment, particularly the fact that the
money to finance the workers’ press was
raised by the workers themselves.

The Socialist Publications Fund that we
launched in our March 22 issue is also
aimed at financing the workers’ press. The
funds we raise will go towards continued
publication of the Militant and Perspectiva

" Mundial.

The money we raise will also aid other
socialist publications, such as the New In-
ternational, a magazine of Marxist politics
and theory; and the international news
magazine, Intercontinental Press.

The Socialist Publications Fund will be
vital in facilitating some special projects in
the coming year. At the top of the list is the
publication of Nicaragua: Sandinista
People’s Revolution by Pathfinder Press
(see ad on this page). This 400-page book
will include major speeches and articles by
leaders of the Sandinista National Libera-
tion Front.

The new book will be invaluable in help-
ing to explain why working people in this
country should support the Nicaraguan rev-
olution, and oppose the efforts of the U.S.
government to crush it. Pathfinder is aim-
ing to get the new book out in time for the
April 20 national antiwar actions.

goal of raising $75,000 by June 15.

other socialist publication projects.

cations Fund of $

Name

In the March 22 issue of the Militant, we
launched the Socialist Publications Fund with the

A major purpose of the fund is to help finance
publication of the Militant and our Spanish-lan-
guage sister publication Perspectiva Mundial and

Checks should be made out to: Socialist Publica-
tions Fund, 14 Charles Lane, New York, NY 10014.

Enclosed is my contribution to the Socialist Publi-

$75,000

Address

Collected:

City State.

Zip $2,205

Phone

Organization/Union
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— BUILDING APRIL 19-22 ANTIWAR ACTIONS

A broad coalition of peace and
civil rights organizations and
several trade unions have called
for protests in Washington,
D.C., April 19-22, highlighted
by a mass march and rally on
April 20. Actions will also be
held in San Francisco, Los
Angeles, and other cities.

The demands of the protests
are: stop U.S. military interven-
tion in Central America; oppose
U.S. government and corporate
support for South African
apartheid and overcome racism
at home; freeze and reverse the
arms race; create jobs, cut the
military budget.

To contact the national coali-
tion, write or call: April Actions
for Peace, Jobs and Justice, Box
2598, Washington, D.C. 20013-
2598; (202) 667-9485.

Eight national
unions endorse
April Actions

Eight national and international
unions have endorsed the April
Actions for Peace, Jobs and Jus-
tice to date. They are: Interna-
tional Association of Machinists;
International Chemical Workers;
International Longshoremen's and
Warehousemen’s Union; National
Union of Hospital and Health Care
Employees; United Electrical
Workers; United Farm Workers;
United Food and Commercial
Workers; and United Furniture
Workers.

Garment union,
Oil Workers
back L.A. march

BY SUE SKINNER

LOS ANGELES — The April
20 march here, which will go
through downtown and the gar-
ment district, has been endorsed
by more than 100 organizations
and prominent individuals. Tens
of thousands of English and
Spanish leaflets have been distri-
buted and buses will be coming
from San Diego and nearby
Orange County.

Cornelius Wall, regional direc-
tor of the Western States Region

of the International Ladies’ Gar-
ment Workers’ Union (ILGWU);
Miguel Machuca, organization di-
rector for the ILGWU region; and
the Southern California District
Council of ILGWU have all-en-
dorsed the march.

Marta Alicia Rivera, the U.S.
representative of ANDES-21, the
Salvadoran teachers’ union, speke
to a meeting of 40 ILGWU mem-
bers who are conducting an or-
ganizing drive at the Angel
Echeverria Co.

“We are fighting the same boss-
es in El Salvador that you are
fighting here in the United States.
It is the same struggle. That is why
you should join us in the April 20
mobilization in Los Angeles,” said
Rivera.

At one of the coalition planning
meetings, Alejandro Molina Lara,
a representative from the United
Electrical Workers union, an-
nounced that District 10 of his
union had voted to endorse April
20.

A representative of the Oil,
Chemical and Atomic Workers
(OCAW) explained that Jack
Foley, District 1 director of
OCAW, had sent a letter to several
OCAW locals explaining the im-
portance of the march and urging
them to get involved. OCAW
Local 1-547 voted to support April
20 and donate $100. The execu-
tive board of OCAW Local 1-128
also endorsed.

The Los Angeles chapters of
both the Coalition of Labor Union
Women and the National Organi-
zation for Women are also backing
the march.

The Free South Africa Move-
ment here, which includes the
Southern  Christian Leadership
Conference, NAACP, TransAf-
rica, Brotherhood Crusade, and a
number of elected officials who
are Black, is organizing a contin-
gent in the demonstration.

Representatives  from  City
Councilman Robert Farrell’s of-
fice have been participating in co-
alition meetings. The councilman
has pledged his support and of-
fered his assistance.

The march here will express
solidarity with the hundreds of
thousands of undocumented work-
ers in Los Angeles. “Support
rights for undocumented workers.
Support the sanctuary movement

and Central American refugees,”
is one of the demands of the Los
Angeles march

The extent of antiwar sentiment
was recently shown when 1,500
people turned out to picket the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel where 100
supporters of the CIA-organized
Nicaraguan counterrevolutionaries
were holding a fundraiser. Actor
Ed Asner and others held a press
conference at the same time inside
the hotel to protest U.S. aid to
those terrorists.

To contact the coalition, write
or call: L.A. April 20 Coalition,
c¢/o WILPF, Mt. Hollywood Con-
gregational Church, 4603 Pros-
pect Ave., Los Angeles, Calif.
90027; (213) 225-6136 or (213)
381-6793.

Striking Alaska
Airlines workers
applaud April 20

BY DEAN PEOPLES

SEATTLE — Seventy-five
people attended the March 18
planning meeting of the Northwest
Action for Peace, Jobs and Justice
held at the American Postal Work-
ers Union hall.

Two days later a representative
from the coalition addressed a
meeting of about 150 members of
International Association of Ma-
chinists Local 2202, which is cur-
rently on strike against Alaska
Airlines. TAM 2202 members
applauded the presentation and
took leaflets for the Seattle April
20 march. The local subsequently
endorsed the action.

The coalition has received en-
dorsements for the demonstration

‘from about 60 area organizations.

Among demonstration organiz-
ers are activists from the Brother-
hood of Railway and Airline
Clerks Local 1380, Seattle Ameri-
can ‘Postal Workers Union, Ser-
vice =~ Employees International
Union (SEIU) Local 6, and the
Coalition of Labor Union Women,
all of which have endorsed the ac-
tion.

The Whatcom County Labor
Council in Bellingham, Washing-
ton, has also voted to endorse the
action, contribute $50, publicize
it, and to organize carpools to
Seattle.

Volunteers to build the demon-
stration are organized out of SEIU
Local 6's office, which is located
at 150 Denny Way, Seattle, Wash.,
98109; telephone (206) 448-7354.

H.S. students,
feminists, labor
build in Phila.

BY STEVE HALPERN

PHILADELPHIA — High
school students in this city have
agreed to distribute 40,000 leaflets
for the April 20 demonstration in
Washington. To build youth par-
ticipation, they are also organizing
an event called “Reggae Against
Repression™ on March 30. At the
March 2 coalition meeting, held at
American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME) District 47 headquar-
ters, 25-30 of the 100 people in at-
tendance were high school stu-
dents.

All of the Philadelphia chapters
of the National Organization for
Women have endorsed the demon-
stration and sent out a mailing to
their memberships.

An appeal for labor involve-
ment in the march was sent to 300
area unionists. Signers of the letter
included: Danny Chmelko, busi-
ness representative of Interna-
tional Association of Machinists

District 1; Bernard Dinkin, educa--

tion director of the Philadelphia
Joint Board of the Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers
Union; Bob Brown, president of
District 1 of the United Electrical
Workers; Gary Kapanowski, pres-
ident of AFSCME Local 1723;
and Roger Tauss, president of
Transport Workers Union Local
234,

Other union supporters of the
action in this area include:
Philadelphia Federation of
Teachers; Pennsylvania State Edu-
cation Association region; District
1199C of the National Union of
Hospital and Health Care Employ-
ees; AFSCME Districts 33 and 47;
and the Farm Labor Organizing
Committee.

At the March 17 coalition meet-
ing, Godfrey Sithole of the Afri-
can National Congress of South
Africa and Thomas Cronin, the
president of AFSCME District 47,

were featured speakers. Among
those present at the meeting were
members of the civil rights group
Operation PUSH. The Philadel-
phia Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference is also an en-
dorser.

The coalition can be contacted
at: 1425 Walnut St., 3rd Floor,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19102; tele-
phone (215) 854-0177; (609) 482-
1090; (609) 854-1971.

Upstate N.Y. -
UFCW speaks to
other unionists

BY GEORGE KONTANIS

ALBANY. N.Y. — Respond-
ing to a call to action signed by
representatives  of -local trade
unions, civil rights, and peace or-
ganizations, an April Actions
Committee has been established in
the Capital District, which encom-
passes the Albany, Schenectady, .
and Troy region of upstate New
York.

At a March 11 coalition meet-
ing. Bob Stankes and Angelo Vel-
lake, representing the United Food
and Commercial Workers
(UFCW) District Local 1, made
suggestions on how to more ac-
tively involve labor in the April 20
march. The UFCW took responsi-
bility for speaking on behalf of the
committee at upcoming meetings
of the Troy and Saratoga Central
labor councils. They also offered
the use of their office as a leaflet
distribution center,

After an appeal by a member of
the Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers Union at the
March 14 meeting of the Solidar-
ity Committee (an official labor
solidarity group of the Albany
Central Labor Council), $50 was
donated to the April Actions Com-
mittee.

The Central America Solidarity
Alliance, NAACP, and the Upper
Hudson Weapons Freeze have all
endorsed the action and sent leaf-
lets to their members.

The Capital District Committee
can be contacted at 221 Central
Ave., Albany, N.Y., 12206; tele-
phone (518) 434-4037 or 463-
2356.

600 rally to stop farm foreclosure sale in Minn.

BY MAGGIE McCRAW

GLENWOOD, Minn. — Six hundred
farmers, union members, and other sup-
porters held a protest rally here on March
18 that succeeded in blocking the foreclo-
sure sale of Jim and Gloria Langman’s 480
acre dairy farm. Three days after the pro-
test, Sheriff Gerald Moe announced that
the sale has been rescheduled for April 1.

The rally, held on the steps of the Pope
County Courthouse, was spirited and mili-
tant. Picket signs and banners read “Farms
not arms,” “Keep the peace, enact a
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moratorium” and “St. Paul unions support
family farmers.”

Farmers rode tractors around the court-
house. Dozens of farmers arrived in a
livestock semitrailer truck with a banner
reading “Farmers are being slaughtered.”

Activists from Groundswell, the Na-
tional Farm Organization (NFO), the
Farmers Union, the American Agriculture
Movement (AAM), the North American
Farm Alliance (NAFA), and Twin Cities
unionists participated in the protest.

At the rally before the sale, Paul
Sobocinski, speaking for Groundswell, a
grassroots farm organization, explained
that a protest campaign had postponed a
February foreclosure sale of the Langman
farm. Travelers Insurance Co., which
holds the Langman mortgage “told Jim
Langman he could plant and harvest this
year if Groundswell didn’t show up at this
sale. At Jim’s invitation Groundswell is
here today . . . to show that we are ready,
willing, and able to provide a people’s
moratorium of foreclosures, in the absence
of a legislative moratorium bill in Min-
nesota.”

Victor Hale from Minnesota AAM said,
“Our Secretary of Agriculture Block said
he was going to carry out an orderly trans-
ition of farmers off the land. I'm going to
do all | can to prevent the orderly transition
off the land.”

NFO speaker Gerry Blonigan said that
the government can and does bail out big
corporations but it wouldn’t do anything to

help the small farmers.

Leo Zimmerman from the Farmers
Union explained, “The government
doesn’t represent us. We're like the Indians
— they're taking our land and looking for a
reservation to put us on.”

Support from Twin Cities unions was
enthusiastically welcomed. Ron Mathis, a
Black Ford worker and Groundswell board
member, brought support from UAW local
879. He told the rally that his union had
twice demanded that Travelers Insurance
stop the sale of the Langman farm. He
promised continued action by labor to back
family farmers.

Lisa Ahlberg spoke for Local 168T of
the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union (ACTWU) in St. Paul. She
reported that the local’s executive board
had voted to support the protest. She and
other union members had collected signa-
tures in the plant on a statement that called
for “the labor movement to unite with the
farmers to fight the government policies
designed to drive family farmers off the
land as well as the big corporation and gov-
ernment supported campaign to bust
unions.”

As the rally ended, Pope County Sheriff
Gerald Moe came to the door of the police
station across the street. Twenty-three
people, including representatives of vari-
ous farm organizations. blocked the door.
They were arrested and charged with
obstructing the legal process, a mis-

demeanor.

Moe, a dozen city police, and a Travel-
ers lawyer then walked across the street to
the courthouse to attempt the sale. Moe
was surrounded by the crowd, that chanted
“No Sale!” and “Call it off!” and linked
arms to prevent any potential bidders from
reaching him.

After an hour of chanting, Moe an-
nounced “I cannot conduct the sale, so at
the present time, the sale is cancelled.” A
few minutes later the 23 protesters who had
been arrested were released on their own
recognizance.

Sheriff Moe later told the press that
“state help may be needed to safely carry
out future sales with similar crowds.”

The farmers and their supporters left the
protest pleased that they had helped make
history by blocking this sale. Bobbi Pol-
zine, a leader of Groundswell, said, “This
is the first time a foreclosure sale has been
halted on a courthouse steps in this genera-
tion. This shows what we can do when we
band together.”

They also left thinking about Jim
Langman’s words, “The USDA has fore-
cast that 10-13.000 farmers will be lost in
Minnesota in the next two years. There's
no other solution to this than parity pricing.
We won a short concession. We have to
keep the government reacting to our ac-
tions to keep us on the farm. We must stand
together hand in hand and say “No More!" |
will not, and you should not, give up fight-
ing for farmers’ rights.”



Labor is he!pin;g to build April 20 action in northern California. Above is first meet-
ing of coalition, which met in ILWU hall.

BY ANIBAL YANEZ :
OAKLAND, Calif. — To build support
for the April 20 march and rally in San
Francisco, Bay Area trade union officials
addressed the four main themes of the dem-
onstration at a labor speak-out here on
March 21. -
The event drew about 150 people to the
hall of Teamsters Local 70, including offi-
cials and rank-and-file members of the
California Federation of Labor; Alameda
County Central Labor Council; Interna-
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union;
Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers;
American Federation of Teachers; Interna-
tional Association of Machinists; Interna-
tional Longshoremen’s and Warehouse-
men’s Union (ILWU); and Service Em-
ployees International Union (SEIU).

U.S. war in Central America

Diane Burneo, executive secretary of
SEIU Local 616, spoke on why labor must
oppose U.S. intervention in Central Amer-
ica. Burneo was part of a fact-finding com-
mission sponsored by Project National In-
terest, which toured El Salvador, Hon-
duras, and Nicaragua last year.

Burneo reported that “millions of dollars
of U.S. aid to El Salvador have prolonged
the war there and have killed the land re-
form. U.S. dollars have lengthened the
reach of those who have no regard for
human rights. . . .

“In Central America,” Burneo con-
tinued, “our money seems to go nowhere
else but into wars — wars against the civil-
ian population in Guatemala and El Sal-
vador, to undermine democracy in Hon-
duras, and against the advances of the
workers and poor peasants in Nicaragua.”

In Honduras, one of the poorest coun-
tries in the hemisphere, U.S. aid has not
meant more food or an improvement in the
living conditions of the people, but the
construction of nine military airfields, sev-
eral radar stations, and a U.S. military
training center. Honduras has been turned
into a base for attacks by Nicaraguan coun-
terrevolutionaries  against  Nicaraguan
schools, health-care centers, and agricul-
tural cooperatives.

“Working people in Central America
have no choice but to fight back,” Burneo
said. “While Ronald Reagan talks about
promoting democracy in Central America,

U.S. military intervention is undermining
all possibility for real democracy. The
U.S.-backed war against the civilian-popu-
lation in El Salvador has left three-quarters
of a million homeless. Strikes are illegal..
All democratic rights have been sus-
pended, including freedom of speech. as-
sociation, and .assembly. All attempts to
organize for survival are met with repres-
sion.”

Labor’s right to organize at stake

“What's at stake in Central America,”
Burneo concluded, “is what is our own life
blood here: our right and our ability to or-
ganize. In the United States the labor
movement fights for our right to organize
ourselves to have a say in our lives and
working conditions. But we can’t hold on
to our gains if we become an island in a sea
of subjugation. April 20 is an opportunity
to speak with all the strength, vigor, and
numbers that our unions can gather.”

The U.S. labor movement’s role in
fighting to end Washington’s support for
South Africa’s apartheid system of segre-
gation was put forward by Curtis McClain,
international secretary-treasurer of the
ILWU.

‘Our visible opposition makes

The following “Open Letter to the
Peace and Justice Movement” was sent
out by the April Actions for Peace, Jobs
and Justice Administrative Committee.

This April marks the tenth anniversary
of the end of the War in Vietnam. In all of
the many lessons of that period there is a
critical one we must not forget as Ronald
Reagan and his administration enter their
second term. To put it simply, our visible
opposition to government policies does
make a difference. The broad-based move-
ment that was built in this country to op-
pose U.S. intervention in Southeast Asia
had a role — and an important role — in fi-
nally bringing that war to an end.

This April also offers us an opportunity
to express our outrage at this administra-
tion’s foreign and domestic policies. The
April Actions for Peace, Jobs and Justice
represent a new, positive step in the growth

Atlanta April 20 support growing

Continued from front page
‘say Uncle,”” Hooker said. “To accom-
plish that, the U.S. will have to create one
huge cemetery out of our country. A
cemetery that will include the bodies of an
untold number of North American youth.”
Hooker was in Atlanta March 16-18 on
a tour sponsored by SCLC.
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New button to build April Actions costs
$1. It can be ordered from New York
April Actions for Peace, Jobs and Jus-
tice, 224 W. 4th St., N.Y., N.Y. 10014.

Atlanta mayor Andrew Young explained
his support for the April Actions. “These
demonstrations are designed to remind the
nation of the choice it has between life and
development and death and destruction,”
said Young.

“There is a lot of talk of whether there is
democracy in Nicaragua,” he said. “There
is more democracy in Nicaragua than there
was in the South that I grew up in before
the civil rights movement.”

The Atlanta Coalition also held a suc-
cessful film showing earlier in the month,
on March 9, to commemorate the 6th an-
niversary of the Grenada revolution. The
Ellis Theatre was donated for afternoon
showings of the Grenadian film A Dream
Takes Off and the South African film The
Discarded People. Seventy-five people,
half of them Blacks, attended the event.

“A Freedom Struggle Benefit,” spon-
sored by the National Black Independent
Political Party, will take place Saturday,
April 13, at 7 p.m. in the Atlanta Junior
College Auditorium. It will build participa-
tion in the April 20 march on Washington.

The ILWU is one of eight international
unions that has endorsed the April Actions.
It has passed resolutions against apartheid
and in favor of solidarity with the Black
workers of South Africa. It has pushed for
divestment of union fund$ in companies
doing business in South Africa, and carried
out boycotts of South African cargo on
West Coast docks.

McClain said that the U.S. govern-
ment’s goal is “to strengthen the
stranglehold of the ruling Nationalist Party
in South Africa, while paying lip service to
the struggle against apartheid.

“The U.S. government is committed to
defend the South African regime,” he con-
tinued, “because it is an important market
and source of raw materials like gold, mag-
nesium, and platinum. It believes that con-
trol of Black workers in South Africa is key
to defend the interests of U.S. companies
and banks doing business there.”

McClain explained that the newly
emerging trade union movement in South
Africa will play a critical role in the fight
for political and economic change. “South
African trade unions have a decidedly po-
litical role in the struggle for a new society,
in the struggle to overturn the basic blocks
of the South African racial system,” he de-
clared. “Their struggles go beyond the fac-
tory floor — workers are oppressed politi-
cally, so they must act politically.”

‘Oppose arms sales to South Africa’

The U.S. labor movement, McClain
urged, must “actively and aggressively op-
pose the Reagan administration’s policy to-
ward South Africa. Opposition to in-
stitutionalized racism must take prece-
dence over trade and commercial relations.
We must oppose arms sales to South Af-
rica, and impose sanctions on U.S. com-
panies doing business there, in line with
United Nations resolutions.”

And as trade unionists, he said, “we
must educate union members on the condi-
tions of life, work, and struggle of Black

of our movement. With agreement on four
basic themes (no intervention, build a just
society, reverse the arms race, oppose
apartheid/end racism) a national coalition
and many local coalitions have been built
to organize for a complete program of ac-
tivities and actions in Washington, D.C.,
from April 19 to 22. (Actions are also tak-
ing place in San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Seattle and Houston.)

Momentum and interest for the April
Actions has been steadily building. Our
movement has come to understand that
there is a relationship between the U.S.
policy and practice of military intervention
(be it in Central America, the Middle East
or Southern Africa) and the ever-escalating
nuclear arms race. More and more people
see the tie between cuts in much-needed
social spending and a completely unaccept-
able bloated military budget. We know
there will be no lasting peace without full
economic, social and political justice. The
April Actions provide a timely and much-
needed chance to publicly express those
connections while calling for a comprehen-
sive shift in this nations’s domestic and for-
eign policies.

While the April Actions are politically
strong, and interest builds daily, there is a
very serious problem. Money — or more

South Africans, offer financial aid and
technical assistance to South African trade
unions, and analyze and publicize the links
between apartheid and profits. -

“The key element in ending apartheid,”
said McClain, “is what Black South Afri-
can workers are doing. But as American
workers we can offer important assistance
to our brothers and sisters who are on the
front lines of the battle against apartheid.”

Bill Daly, business representative of the
Painters Union Local 4, spoke on the coali-
tion’s demand for jobs and justice, not war.
“It’s about time that labor has come out of
the closet to address the question of repre-
senting ‘special interests,’ ™ he said. “Yes,
we do represent ‘special interests’ — the
interests of the young, the old, minorities,
and women. We are not ashamed to say it.
It’s what we're supposed to do.”

Daly noted that the interests of U.S.
working people are under heavy attack.
“While workers in South Africa and Cen-
tral America face real bullets, American
workers face paper bullets, injunctions
against the labor movement.” he said.

S.F. labor speak-out builds April 20 rally

Daly recalled recent strikes in the Bay
Area, like those of Greyhound workers,
department store workers, and hotel and
restaurant workers, saying that the lesson
that had to be drawn from all of them was
the need for unity within the labor move-
ment. April 20, he said, was an opportu-
nity for such a show of unity.

Peter Cervantes-Gautchi, business man-
ager of the Santa Clara County Central
Labor Council, hit the U.S. government’s
development of nuclear weapons as a threat
to all humanity.

Margaret Butz, deputy director of SEIU
Local 390/400, chaired the meeting and ap-
pealed for donations.

The 'Spring Mobilization for Peace, Jobs
and Justice can be contacted at 240 Golden
Gate Ave., Room 112, San Francisco,

. Calif., 94102; telephone (415) 771-0882.

a difference’

precisely, the lack of it. We all know how
hard it is to raise the money so desperately
needed for the full range of organizing ef-
forts going on throughout the country. And
it would be a mistake to damage the fund-
ing base for that ongoing organizing. At
the same time, a successful series of na-
tional actions could bring new energy to
the broad-based movement for peace and
justice.

The domestic and international situa-
tions are extremely serious. Now, in a pro-
found way, we truely need each other. And
this is just as true when we talk about
money. It would be nice to be able to turn
to a few sources for large financial support.
But reality forces us to turn to you, the
women and men who are the heart and
soul, the sweat and tears of the progressive
movement in this country.

We can raise the money needed for the
April Actions — just as we know we can
and must build a movement strong enough
to turn this country around. Please do ev-
erything you can do to help build this vital
effort for peace, jobs and justice. Send in as
large a donation as possible (although no con-
tribution is too small) to the April Actions
for Peace, Jobs and Justice, P.O. Box
2598, Washington, D.C. 20013-2598.
Thank you.

Demonstration of more than 5,000 in San Salvador. Action demanded that murder-
ers of Archbishop Oscar Romero, who was assassinated by government-run death
squads March 24, 1980, be brought to justice.
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Build April 20 —
end U.S. domination
of Grenadian people

BY HARRY RING

Marking the sixth anniversary of the
March 13, 1979, Grenada revolution, Don
Rojas issued an open letter to progressive
publications internationally. The complete
text appears in the April | issue of Inter-
continental Press. (For information on ob-
taining a copy, see ad page 6.)

Rojas was a member of the New Jewel
Movement, which led the Grenada revolu-
tion. At the time of the overthrow of the
revolutionary government on October 19,
1983, he was press secretary to Maurice
Bishop, Grenada’s prime minister, who
was assassinated on that day. Rojas had
also been editor of the Grenadian weekly,
Free West Indian. He is currently living
and working in Prague, Czechoslovakia.

To defend the Nicaraguan revolution,
and press the fight for withdrawal of U.S.
forces from Grenada, Rojas in his letter
urged maximum support for the April 20
march on Washington:

“We must now and in the coming days
militantly reaffirm our solidarity and sup-
port for the Sandinista revolution, resolve
to defend it with all our capacities, and
urge our friends in the United States to par-
ticipate in the planned April 20 demonstra-
tions for Peace, Jobs, and Justice in Wash-
ington, D.C.,and San Francisco.

“Patriotic and revolutionary Grenadians
everywhere,” he continued, “place high
hopes in the success of these planned mass
actions in the very belly of the imperialist
monster because only a united, conscious,
and vigilant American public can aid the
working people of Nicaragua and El Sal-
vador in defeating Washington’s escalating
military intervention in Central America
and the Caribbean. The April 20 demon-
stration also provides another platform
from which to advance the fight against the

Reagan backs S.

Continued from front page

icy of imperialism toward South Africa is
bipartisan. Like Reagan, leading Demo-
crats and other Republican leaders support
South African imperialism. Their criti-
cisms of the South African regime, when
made — as even Reagan did at the same
news conference, calling apartheid “repug-
nant” — are said in order to deflect the
growing anti-apartheid movement in the
U.S. and around the world.

The bottom line for Washington is de-
fending imperialist interests in southern
Africa. Johannesburg remains the key link
in imperialism’s chain around the neck of
workers and peasants in South Africa and
the entire region.

The iron fist policy of South Africa’s
rulers, like that of Israel’s in the Mideast,
is necessary because of the ongoing mobili-
zations and determined resistance by the

_ oppressed majority.

Since 1960 big changes have occurred in
South African society — particularly in the
size and potential power of the Black work-
ing class. While the regime was murdering
Blacks in Langa township, for instance,
40,000 Black gold miners went on an il-
legal strike at the Vaal Reefs mine near
Klerksdorp, 120 miles west of Johannes-
burg, to demand higher wages. According
to the owners of the Anglo American
Corp., the strike is the biggest at a single
mine. The mine is the largest gold mine in
the world.

The South African government’s brutal
response to ongoing protests and strikes

Subscribe to the
Young Socialist
Bimonthly revolutionary youth pa-
per covers the fight against Washing-
ton’s wars and racism, the struggle for
women'’s liberation, and the fight for a
socialist world. $1 for six issues

14 Charles Lane
New York, New York 10014

U.S. occupation of Grenada.”

Rojas declared three political purposes
for his open letter: to celebrate the Grena-
dian revolution’s accomplishments; to
press the struggle for U.S. withdrawal
from Grenada; and to consider the lessons
to be learned from the victory and defeat of
the revolution.

He briefly summarizes the enormous
gains achieved by the revolution — the
sharp reduction in unemployment, the
gains for women’s rights, progress in
building an educational system, and laws
to protect and advance the interests of
working farmers.

Since the overthrow of the revolution
and the assumption of U.S. control, he
writes, unemployment has again increased
drastically, prostitution is again wide-
spread, social programs introduced by the
revolution are things of the past.

The open letter offers an incisive refuta-
tion of the apologists for the bureaucratic
Coard grouping in the New Jewel Move-
ment, which murdered Maurice Bishop
and other central leaders of the revolution,
and opened the door for the U.S. invasion.

The most fundamental lesson to be
learned from the overthrow of the Grenada
revolution, Rojas writes, “is one that the
magnificent Cuban revolution continues to
teach us: that it is not possible to seize and
hold onto power only in the name of the
working people. The workers and farmers
must be led to take power themselves. This
is what Bishop’s NJM movement did on
March 13, 1979.”

The struggle to free Grenada from U.S.
imperialist domination, Rojas declares,
“will be long and difficult.”

“But,” he firmly adds, “victory is cer-
tain, and the second Grenada revolution is
inevitable.” -

African terror

cannot defeat the resistance and determina-
tion of the Black majority. The battles will
continue until self-determination is won
through a successful social revolution that
overthrows the current regime and replaces
it with a government of working people.
The best aid that U.S. working people
can give to the Black majority is to join in
the two weeks of protest from March 21 to
April 6 organized by the American Com-
mittee on Africa, and the April 20 national
antiwar demonstrations in Washington,
D.C., San Francisco, and other cities.

/Angel Laricy

Grenadian revolutionary Don Rojas speaking to Canadian audience at a meeting in

Windsor, Ontario, in February 1984.

Congressmen push aid to
Kampuchean terrorists

While Washington politicians falsely ac-
cuse Cuba and Nicaragua of exporting rev-
olution, these same politicians are busily at
work trying to export counterrevolution.

The latest move in this direction was a
House subcommittee vote to allocate $5
million for open military aid to Kampu-
chean anticommunist forces trying to over-
throw the government of Kampuchea.

The March 20 funding vote was by the
House- Foreign Affairs subcommittee on
Asia. The proposal was initiated by
Stephen Solarz, a liberal Brooklyn Demo-
crat.

The action came as the Kampuchean
counterrevolutionaries suffered devastat-
ing blows at the hands of Kampuchean
government troops backed by Vietnamese
forces.

If Congress approves the measure, it will
be the first time the U.S. government has
openly provided direct military support to
the counterrevolutionaries, although it has
been giving them ill-concealed “covert”
aid since they first set out to overthrow the
present Kampuchean government.

The government there has been leading
in the reconstruction of Kampuchea, which
suffered so terribly, first from the murder-
ous U.S. bombings during the Vietnam
War, and then from the genocidal Pol Pot
regime.

The House subcommittee voted that the
proposed $5 million be allocated to two of
the  counterrevolutionary bands, one

headed by Son Sann, the other by Prince
Norodom Sihanouk. Formally, none of the
arms would go to the Khmer Rouge gang
headed by Pol Pot.

This is simply cheap hypocrisy. The
Sann and Sihanouk groups are in a U.S.-
created alliance with Pol Pot. Washing-
ton’s problem is that the stench from Pol
Pot is so bad internationally that they have
to act as if they don’t know him.

While Democrats initiated the move to
openly arm this gang of counterrevolution-
ary thieves, it’s doubtful that the Reagan
administration will say no, even though
their present stance is not to give open as-
sistance. iy :

Last December, the Heritage Founda-
tion, the right-wing “think tank” that is
tight with the Reagan administration, for-
mally proposed escalated support to the
Kampuchean counterrevolutionaries and
similar outfits elsewhere around the globe.

Like their Nicaraguan contra counter-
parts, the Kampuchean right-wingers have
been unable to win any support among the
workers and peasants. They have been
forced to operate from Thailand
sanctuaries along the Kampuchean border.

On March 11, their last military base on
the border fell in the face of a Vietnamese-
Kampuchean offensive. A drive that began
last fall succeeded in removing the three
counterrevolutionary groups from every
one of their border bases, forcing them in-
side Thailand.

The forthcoming issue of Inter-
continental Press, dated April 15,
reprints major portions of a long in-
terview given by Cuban president
Fidel Castro to Spanish journalists
in February.

Castro emphasizes that for the
United States to intervene in Nica-
ragua “is to play with fire beside a
powder keg, because in my opin-
ion, the political and social situa-
tion of Latin America can be de-
scribed as a powder keg.”

One of the principal causes of
this explosive situation is the crush-
ing burden of foreign debt faced by
all Latin American countries. Castro
details the scope and impact of this
problem and concludes that simply
renegotiating the debts will solve
nothing. Instead he proposes a
grace period of 10 to 20 years, free
from all repayment obligations.

In this interview the Cuban pres-
ident also explains his view that the
Nicaraguan revolutionaries of the
FSLN are correct in pursuing the
“struggle for independence, na-
tional liberation, and social prog-
ress.” Given Nicaragua’s backward-

Castro on Latin American revolution in ‘IP

ness, he says, “economic develop-
ment is the top priority for the Nic-
araguan government, not the con-

struction of socialism.”

The current, April 1, issue of IP
carries the full text of Castro’s Janu-
ary 11 speech in Nicaragua in which

INTERCONTINENTAL
PRESS

o inprecor

he announced the cancellation of
the debt Nicaragua owed for Cuban
assistance in building a giant sugar
refining complex there.

Intercontinental Press is a biweekly
that carries more articles, docu-
ments, and special features on world
politics — from Europe to Oceania
and from the Middle East to Central
America — than we have room for
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Nicaraguan child care: target of U.S. war

BY MICHAEL PENNOCK

CIUDAD SANDINO, Nicaragua — Be-
hind the market in this city of industrial
workers, located just outside Managua, is a
child-care center.

In February a group of U.S. workers on
a trip sponsored by Militant/Perspectiva
Mundial Tours, Inc., visited this center.

As we arrived, the older children broke
into smiles, pointed, and ran to tell others
that visitors were coming.

Child-care centers are a vital gain of the
Nicaraguan revolution. Under the Somoza
dictatorship, there was only one child-care
center in the whole country. Donated by
Colombia, it was basically a warehouse,
not an educational and developmental cen-
ter.

Today, there are 125 child-care centers
in the country, including those in factories
and offices. They are called child develop-
ment centers, or CDIs, because they em-
phasize not only care and proper nutrition,
but education and preparation of children
to take their places in a new kind of soci-
ety.

On the wall of the Ciudad Sandino cen-
fer is a quotation by Minister of the Interior
Tomas Borge. Under Somoza, says Borge,
“this was a country where indifference,
corruption, and egotism reigned supreme.”

Nicaragua’s child development centers
now teach social cooperation and the dig-
nity of work. Such “subversive” ideas have
made them frequent targets of the counter-
revolutionary terrorists, called contras,
who are financed by Washington.

At the CDI we were introduced to Eve-
lyn Zapata Teller. She is a psychologist
and currently the director of this center.
Zapata Teller is a temporary replacement
assigned by the government’s social wel-
fare ministry. The CDI's permanent direc-
tor and a full half of the staff are gone.
Fifty percent of all child-care workers in
the country are participating in the cotton
harvest. The U.S. war has forced Nicara-
gua to mobilize so many people for defense
that students and service workers are play-
ing the leading role in ensuring that the har-
vests are brought in.

Zapata Teller explained that the Ciudad
Sandino center opened in 1983 with aid
from Austria. It currently services about
110 children. Many of their parents work
in the nearby market. Some parents work
in factories on the far side of Managua.

The social welfare ministry also runs
rural child nutrition centers. These are de-
signed to provide meals for children whose
families are working in the fields.

At the Ciudad Sandino CDI infants are
accepted as young as 45 days old, on up to
the age of six. The center is open from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m., five days a week.

We visited some of the children who
were having lunch — a hot meal of meat,
rice, vegetables, and milk. In addition to
meals, every child gets a bath each day,
and, except for the infants, classes.

There is far more demand for child care
than Nicaragua can currently meet. The

Mililamf(:'indy Jaquith
Left, U.S. tour member examines bomb shelter at child development center. Right, lunchtime at center. U.S.-backed terrorists
seek to destroy Nicaraguan child care which was gain of 1979 revolution.

CDIs and rural nutrition centers combined
serve 67,000 children. But there are more
than 600,000 children in Nicaragua under
the age of six.

Children are selected for the centers
based on those families with the lowest in-
come. The CDIs also aid children with
physical and psychological problems.

Zapata Teller emphasized that the child
care is not free. It is felt that the payment of
a token fee helps develop parental respon-
sibility and interest in the activities of the
center. The fees come nowhere near cover-
ing the expenses of the center. The upper
limit charged is 180 cérdobas a month (less

than U.S.$6.50 at the official exchange
rate). A skilled worker in Nicaragua can
makes up to 8,600 cordobas a month; the
minimum wage for urban workers is 3,000.

We asked what impact the U.S. war is
having on the children. Zapata Teller said
this was a big concern of the staff. Here
there have been no direct military attacks
yet. But the children feel the impact of the
war every day. Their families are among
those being mobilized for the harvests or
the war fronts. At the center, the children
themselves participate in regular civil de-
fense drills. :

Other CDIs are harder hit by the U.S.

Militant/Michael Pennock

aggression. Eight children at a center in
northern Nicaragua were killed by contras
in January. Four rural nutrition centers
were burned to the ground by contras in
Rio San Juan near the Costa Rican border.

Even though child care in Nicaragua
today is severely limited by the U.S. war,
the children at Ciudad Sandino have better
care than many working-class children in
the United States. As we crossed the play-
ground to leave we saw something else
Nicaraguan children have — and most
other children don’t.

In the middle of their playground were
two large bomb shelters.

Sandinistas aid peasants in war zone

BY ELLEN KRATKA

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — The revolu-
tionary government of Nicaragua is mak-
ing special efforts to alleviate the effects of
Washington’s war on peasants in the north-
ern part of this country, where the U.S.-fi-
nanced aggression is most intense.

In February, for example, Minister of
the Interior Tomds Borge travelled to
Matagalpa and Jinotega provinces to meet
with more than 500 farmers, most of whom
had been directly victimized by the
U.S.backed contras, as the counterrevolu-
tionary terrorists are known here.

The people he met with, ranging from
poor peasants to large landholders, told
Borge of kidnappings, mutilations, and
murders carried out by the contras. Forty-
three said that their farms, processing facil-
ities, or tools had been destroyed. The re-
gion produces coffee, a critical source of
foreign exchange income for Nicaragua,

One peasant said, “We haven’t been able

to get out a single load of coffee. We are
penniless. We ask you, Commander
Borge, and the revolution, to help us to go
forward.” He added, “And may this revo-
lution live forever!”

In 1984 the peasants of these two prov-
inces alone lost more than $1 million in
damages due to the contras. More than 20
farms have been destroyed just during the
current harvest season.

After he had heard their stories, Borge
announced that the government would de-
clare a moratorium on debt repayments and
provide additional credit to those whose
farms have been burned down so that they
can rebuild.

He also stressed the importance of the
peasants being part of the military defense
of the country. “We can’t let ourselves be
cowed by fear,” he said.

Then Borge introduced a nine-year-old
boy who had lost his leg in a contra attack.
His mother had been killed. Borge

Nicaragua assails U.S. sabotage of loan

BY JOSE G. PEREZ

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — The Nicara-
guan government is calling for a united
front of all Latin American countries
against a U.S. attempt to block a loan to
Nicaragua.

Nicaragua applied to the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) for the $58.4
million loan in 1982. The U.S. government
is torpedoing the loan for purely political
reasons, in violation of the regulations gov-
erning the bank.

Like the World Bank, International
Monetary Fund, and similar financial
bodies that claim to aid semicolonial coun-
tries, the IDB is largely under U.S. con-
trol.

Although it has 26 voting members, one
nation, the United States, has 35 percent of
the votes on the bank’s board of directors.
The other 25 members are Canada and the
countries of Latin America.

Washington had originally tried to block
the loan to Nicaragua through the bank
commission that screens applications for
financing. However, that commission ap-
proved the loan. Then U.S. Secretary of

State George Shultz sent a letter to Jorge
Ortiz Mena, the bank president, in Janu-
ary. Shultz basically threatened a U.S.
pullout from the IDB if the loan to Nicara-
gua went through.

Ortiz Mena announced several weeks
later that the loan had been sent back to the
screening commission. He claimed that the
decision was not politically motivated.
Shultz, Ortiz Mena said, had raised only
technical and economic objections.

[A copy of Shultz’ letter was obtained by
the Washington Post. According to the
Post, Shultz wrote that the loan would “re-
lieve financial pressures on (Nicaragua)
and free up other monies that could be used
to consolidate the Marxist regime and fi-
nance Nicaragua’'s aggression against its
neighbors. . .. "]

Nicaragua's vice-minister of external
cooperation, César Aréstegui, said Nicara-
gua would appeal the decision on its loan
request to a meeting of the bank’s gover-
nors in Vienna at the end of March.

“We do not believe that Nicaragua has
lost the battle against U.S. blackmail in the
IDB,” said Aréstegui. He added that his
country would lead “a battle of all Latin

America” against U.S. attempts to use the
IDB as one more weapon in its war against
Nicaragua. This, Ardstegui said, “would
destroy the principles that hold this body
together.”

If the U.S. government gets away with
this attack on Nicaragua, he added, “It is
easy to imagine the United States doing
this at any time against another member” of
the bank.

Nicaragua had earmarked the $58.4 mil-
lion loan for agriculture to bring 50,000
acres into the production of coffee, cotton,
basic grains, and animal feed. It would also
have increased the country’s cattle herd by
63,000 head and allowed 28 new chicken
farms to be established.

Nicaragua has also submitted two other

loan requests to the IDB. One — $50 mil-
lion — is for the cattle industry. The other

— $17 million — is to finance a geother- °

mal electrical generating plant.

“In a normal situation these credits . . .
would be approved during this year, but
now this will have to be the result of a Latin
American victory against the United
States,” said Ardstegui.

explained, “This child, victim of the coun-
terrevolution, lost, not some property, but
the most valuable thing there is in the
world. We can reconstruct farms, but who
can return to this child the life of his
mother?”

The peasants also raised complaints with .
Borge about abuses they said had been
committed against citizens there by the
army and government authorities. They
charged that army searches had been car-
ried out without respect for the religious
sentiments of the people; that one farm had
been arbitrarily taken away from its owner;
and that a few people had been unjustly im-
prisoned after others had accused them of
being contras.

Borge said ways must be found to quick-
ly channel reports on such abuses to the
proper authorities. “We will be inflexible
about compliance with the law, even if he
who commits the crime is a founder of the
Sandinista Front.”

A few days later, Nicaraguan Pres.
Daniel Ortega met with eight mothers, all
of whom had children who were teachers
and members of the 50th Anniversary Edu-
cational Brigade.

Several of these brigadistas have been
special victims of the contras. Six were
killed and eight kidnapped in September
1984. The latter, it has been learned, are
being held prisoner in a contra camp in
Honduras.

Since their capture their mothers have
been working with the Red Cross, United
Nations, and other international organiza-
tions and have even appealed to the pope to
secure their children’s freedom. Nicara-
guan mass organizations such as the
teachers’ union (ANDEN) and the July 19
Sandinista Youth, as well as the ministry of
education, have also become involved in
this work. z

At the meeting Ortega announced the
formation of a special presidential commis-
sion that will appeal to the governments of
Honduras and Costa Rica to help. bring
about the brigadistas’ release.

One of the mothers said, “It is true that
the situation of our children pains us. They
are something that left us, of our blood.
But one has to go forward, supporting
those who are now in the moutains in order
to win this war.”
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Cop trial in Puerto Rico reveals cover-up

BY ANDREA GONZALEZ

The trial of 10 Puerto Rican police ac-
cused of perjury in the cover-up of the ex-
ecution of two Puerto Rican independence
activists ended March 23. The cops stood
trial for lying about the events in the July
25, 1978, murder of Carlos Soto Arrivi and
Arnaldo Dario Rosado. They were gunned
down by police at Cerro Maravilla, the
mountaintop site of the Ricavision televis-
ion tower.

In the testimony of former supervisor of
Police Intelligence. José M. Montafiez
Ortiz, which opened the trial on March 4,
the depth of the cover-up was revealed.

Montaiiez Ortiz told the court that he had
lied to the district attorney investigating the
shooting because, “I understood that I was
not going to find support among the other
police officers and it would be my version
against theirs.”

Julio Ortiz Molina, the taxi driver who
had taken the youths to Cerro Maravilla,
described to the courts how the youths
were arrested, beaten, and then killed by
police. He testified that he had lied to the
district attorney on the day of the slayings
because “at the time the person taking
down my answers was a police captain, I
was in police headquarters, my vehicle was
in the hands of the police, and I understood
that if I told him what happened they might
have made reprisals against me.”

Ortiz also told the court that three days
later, when he tried to tell another district
attorney what had really happened at Cerro
Maravilla, “I was threatened with perjury
charges.”

Rikavision employee Miguel A. Marte
Ruiz, who was working at their facilities at
Cerro Maravilla the day of the murders,
also testified. He told the court that he
heard two gunshots about five to_fifteen
minutes apart. After the first shot, Marte
testified, he saw one of the youths alive
and crying while surrounded by cops.

Modesto Delgado, Marte’s supervisor at
Rikavision’s Cerro Maravilla facilities,
testified that one of the defendants, Rios
Polanco, threatened him. After these
threats he decided to lie and support the of-
ficial police story that the youths were
killed during a shoot-out at Cerro
Maravilla. He told the court that he had ad-
vised Marte also to support the police ver-
sion. As the investigations into the case
continued, Modesto testified that he and
Marte decided to tell the truth and changed
their original statements.

Carmelo Cruz, a former member of the
Police Intelligence Department who has
immunity in this case, also testified. He
told the court that Angel Luis Pérez Casil-
las, one of the ten cops on trial, had urged

the cops to change their statements about
what happened at Cerro Maravilla. Cruz
testified that Pérez Casillas had instructed
the cops on what to say before the district
attorney in Ponce, the federal grand jury,
and the Senate investigation of the Cerro
Maravilla case.

The trial' marks a victory for the Puerto
Rican people. The U.S. government and
local authorities have been dead set against
a trial, and for six years they were success-
ful in keeping the case out of court.

The perjury trial, now that it has begun,
is marked by Puerto Rico’s colonial status.
Prospective jurors are required to be profi-

S. African unionist speaks

BY PETER LAZARE

CHICAGO — The message brought by
Emma Mashinini, general secretary of the
Commercial, Catering and Allied Work-
ers’ Union of South Africa, to working
people in Chicago was simple and direct:

“Keep on demonstrating against the
South African government. Keep up the
pressure. Your efforts do not go unnoticed
by the people in our country.”

Mashinini was in Chicago on March 3-5
as part of a nationwide tour sponsored by
the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union (ACTWU). Her visit in-
cluded speeches to trade unionists, appear-
ances before political organizations and
churches, and meetings with labor leaders
and political figures.

A highlight of her visit was a talk to
more than 100 trade unionists at the
ACTWU hall. The audience included more
than 40 workers from the nearby Hart
Schaffner and Marx factory.

Antiabortion cop attacks woman

BY PAT GROGAN

A 26-year-old woman was physically at-
tacked and then arrested by an off-duty
New York City policeman as she was leav-
ing a Brooklyn abortion clinic. The police-
man was a participant in a right-wing, anti-
abortion-rights picket line outside the
clinic.

According to Dr. Michael Levy, the
medical director of the Obgyn Pavillion,
Patricia Toro arrived at the clinic at 9:00

Stevie Wonder’s music
banngd in S. Africa

In accepting his Academy Award for
best original song March 25, Stevie Won-
der dedicated his Oscar to Nelson Man-
dela, the central leader of the outlawed Af-
rican National Congress of South Africa.
Two days later the South African regime
banned Stevie Wonder's music from the
government-controlled broadcasting sta-
tions.

Mandela has been held in prison since
1962 by the racist South African regime
and is serving a life sentence for “treason.”
On January 31 South Africa’s rulers of-
fered to release Mandela if he would prom-
ise to give up political activity.

Despite having spent more than two dec-
ades in prison, Mandela turned the offer
down. “I am a member of the African Na-
tional Congress,” the Black leader stated,
“and I will remain a member of the African
National Congress until the day I die.”
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a.m. on Saturday morning, accompanying
a friend who was seeking an abortion. Out-
side the clinic were three members of “Life
in First Essence,” an anti-abortion-rights
outfit that has been picketing outside the
clinic for eight years. One of the picketers
was Russell Bjune, an off-duty cop.

Describing the scene as the two women
entered the clinic, Dr. Levy said, “They
shouted obscenities and verbally accosted
the two women. It’s like a war zone out
there.”

When Patricia Toro and her friend were
leaving the clinic, Bjune confronted her
and pushed a large sign of a burned fetus in
her way. Then, he picked her up and threw
her against a wall, yelling, “In the name of
Jesus, do you know what they are doing in-
side there?”

Levy said that Toro and her friend went
back into the clinic and called the police.
However, the cops arrived and iook the
women to the 72nd precinct where Bjune
charged Toro with harassment and resist-
ing arrest. Her friend was charged with
obstructing justice because she tried to help
Toro after Bjune attacked her.

Toro was kept in jail overnight and was
refused medical treatment despite Dr.

. Levy’s efforts to get her taken to a hospital.

“I called the precinct several times and
pleaded with them to take Miss Toro for
medical care, because she had a bruise the
size of a fist on her head,” Dr. Levy said.

Toro has filed a complaint against
Bjune, which has been turned over to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board.

e

Body of independence activist Arnaldo Rosado (left), who was murdered by cops. Julio Ortiz Molina (right) witnessed crime.

cient in English. In a Spanish-speaking
country like Puerto Rico, this automati-
cally eliminates most workers and farmers
from the jury. The court also questioned
prospective jurors about their political
views: Did they support independence for
Puerto Rico? Who did they support in the
last elections on the island? Supporters of
Puerto Rican independence were excluded
from the jury.

A jury of eleven men and one woman
was finally selected after interviewing
nearly 100 people. This includes the
brother of an attorney who had represented
one of the cops in the 1983 Senate hearing

Mashinini was introduced by Arthur
Loevy, the Midwest director of ACTWU.
When Mashinini rose to speak, she re-
ceived a standing ovation.

She described the situation facing South
African workers today. She spoke of the
terrible injustices of the apartheid system;
the pass laws: the use of migrant labor; the
homelands policy; and other forms of in-
stitutional racism in South Africa. Mashi-
nini explained how unions have arisen to
fight against the system. Their objective,
she explained, “is not to make the apart-
heid system any better. We want to get rid
of it altogether.”

Mashinini drew parallels between the
situations facing workers in South Africa
and workers in this country. She pointed
out that hundreds of U.S. corporations
have invested in South Africa to exploit the
cheap labor there. Despite all the prop-
aganda about the exemplary role these cor-
porations play as agents of social change
there, Mashinini declared, *Companies
from the United States do not behave any
better in South Africa than South African
companies.”

on the case.

Prior to the opening of the perjury trial,
eight of the ten cops made motions before
the court for separate trials, breaking the
united defense the cops had put up during
the initial investigations of the case. These
motions, which were rejected by the court,
reportedly implicate two of the accused
cops, Luis Reverén Martinez and Rafael
Moreno Morales, with the actual killing of
the two independence activists.

In addition to perjury charges, all ten
cops face first degree murder charges. The
hearing on the murder charges is set for
April 19.

in Chicago

Mashinini also appeared before a special
meeting of the Chicago Federation of
Labor that was devoted to women'’s issues.
Of the 100 trade unionists assembled, more
than half were women.

Mashinini said South African workers
were gratified at the anti-apartheid efforts
of the U.S. solidarity movement. These ef-
forts, she stated, make South African
workers feel they are not struggling alone.

On Thursday, March 7, trade unionists
in Chicago responded to Mashinini’s call
for support to the struggle against apart-
heid. More than 100 people participated in
a picket line at the South African consulate
sponsored by the Coalition of Labor Union
Women, National Organization for
Women, and other women's rights groups.
The chants of the picketers centered on
three demands: to shut down the South Af-
rican consulate; for U.S. corporations to
divest from South Africa; and for an end to
apartheid.

The picket was part of a regular series of
Thursday pickets at the South African con-
sulate sponsored by the Free South Africa
Movement.

Missouri farmer is fined $341,000

BY JEFF DORFMAN

ST. LOUIS — Wayne Cryts, a Missouri
farmer, has again been ruled in contempt of
court and ordered by a federal judge to pay
over $341,000 to a bankruptcy trustee.

The March 20 decision was a further
outgrowth of legal actions against Cryts
dating from February 1981 when he re-
moved from storage 33,385 bushels of his
own soybeans from a bankrupt grain
elevator. The grain elevator company and
its creditors were trying to keep Cryts’
beans to cover the bankruptcy losses.

Cryts was jailed for two months in 1982
for being in contempt of court for refusing
to name those who helped him remove his
beans. At that time the court issued a
$287,708 judgment against Cryts, mem-
bers of his family, and two other farmers.
A jury acquitted Cryts of any wrongdoing,
reflecting the broad support his case re-
ceived from farmers and other working
people in southern Missouri and around the
country.

U.S. District Judge Thomas Eisele has
clearly ruled that unless Cryts pays
$110,000 within a year, the judgment will
be increased by another $50,000.

Cryts said, “I don’t have the money to
pay the fine. But even if I did, I wouldn’t.
If it means going back to jail, and I sure
don’t want to be in jail, but I'm willing to
accept that. I'd rather be in jail fighting for

what I believe than outside submitting to
what I think is truly a great injustice.”

Cryts is undaunted by this judgment. He
spent the weekend following the court rul-
ing in St. Louis participating in a farmer-
labor meeting convened by the United
Auto Workers Region 5. There he said, *1
plan to spend my time trying to save this
family-farm system.”

Court OKs execution
of young Black

“Being born Black in America was
against me.

“You all cry out that America was built
on Christianity. I say it was built on slav-
ery. The poor and Black people, we’re all
pawns of society as long as we just sit back
and don’t do anything.”

These were the words of 28-year-old
John Young moments before he was killed
in Georgia's electric chair on March 20.

He is the 41st person legally executed
since the Supreme Court reinstated capital
punishment in 1976.

The Supreme Court refused the day be-
fore to halt the execution, denying Young’s
claim that he had not gotten adequate legal
representation from his lawyer. The lawyer
has since been disbarred and admits that he
had not adequately defended Young.
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To celebrate the fifth anniversary of Nicaragua’s
Ministry of the Interior, a ceremony was held in the
capital city of Managua on Oct. 17, 1984, to present
awards to outstanding members of State Security,
the Sandinista Police, and the Fire Department.
Among the special guests were the mothers of combat-
ants who had been Killed in the course of police and
security work, and a delegation of religious figures
visiting from the United States.

Commander Tomas Borge, who has headed the
Ministry of the Interior since its founding, gave the
keynote speech. In it, he discussed the role and re-
sponsibilities of the police, security forces, and mass
organizations in the initial stages of consolidating Nic-
aragua’s workers and farmers government, which
came to power on July 19, 1979. Borge also pointed
out that in the future, when imperialism is eliminated
and class contradictions cease to exist, there will be no
more need for organs of coercion by the state.

The text of the speech was printed in the Oct. 18,
1984, issue of the Sandinista daily, Barricada. The
translation of the following major excerpts is by Har-
vey McArthur. This speech is one of more than 40
speeches by leaders of the Nicaraguan revolution that
will appear in Pathfinder Press’ new book Nicaragua:
The Sandinista People’s Revolution. This new, 400-
page collection will be available soon from Pathfinder
Press, 410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. (©
Copyright 1985, Pathfinder Press; reprinted by per-
mission of the publisher.)

Comrades:

The U.S. government recently published a document
which, like a romance novel, carries the title Broken
Promises. In it, they continue to claim the Sandinistas
broke a series of promises we made to the Organization
of American States before July 19 [1979]. They de-
nounce the “repressive apparatus” created by the revolu-
tionary state, by which they mean the Ministry of the In-
terior. They say we have a secret police — they are refer-
ring to State Security — and claim it is headed by a
Cuban ex-colonel who today has Nicaraguan citizenship.

And I thought Lenin Cerna [head of State Security]
came from Ledn; but now, according to the North Amer-
icans, it seems he is a Cuban ex-colonel! It’s a miracle
they don’t claim he’s Vladimir Ilyich [Lenin] himself,
reincarnated!

They say the Sandinista Police are part of this enor-
mous repressive apparatus, and that they are a body de-
signed to reinforce totalitarianism.

They include the mass organizations as a functional
part of State Security — and this, I must confess, is abso-
lutely true. What would we do without the mass organi-
zations? There would be no State Security. The mass or-
ganizations are the antidote to the U.S. Central Intelli-
gence Agency; the organized people are the backbone,
the irreplaceable source of strength of the Ministry of the
Interior.

But just as these mass organizations make up our fun-
damental base of support, they are also our sharpest cri-
tics. Here I have a communication from Leticia Herrera,
the national coordinator of the CDS [Sandinista Defense
Committees]. It says there is still a lack of coordination
with and support for the CDSs on the part of the San-
dinista Police and State Security. The CDSs point out
that on occasion, when carrying out their assigned tasks,
the Sandinista Police do not give proper treatment to
those arrested and to the people in general. The CDSs
also believe that at times we place little importance — or
do not give an adequate response to — the information
and reports that come from the people’s organizations.
They ask, in addition, for modernization of the weapons
issued to the Volunteer Police, so as to equip them more
adequately for the situation of war we face.

It is likely that the analysts of the Central Intelligence
Agency will never come to understand the great signifi-
cance of this integration, of this relationship full of criti-
cism and encouragement, that exists between the Minis-

Police in
Nicaragua:
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Speech by Tomds Borge

try of the Interior and the organizations of the Nicaraguan
people.

They end their cheap little novel by saying that the
Ministry of the Interior, the Police, and State Security are
designed to perpetuate themselves within a totalitarian
state.

Of course, another thing they won’t understand is
when 1 say that one day the Ministry of the Interior will
disappear!

We are convinced that one day the Ministry of the In-
terior will disappear. Some day there will no longer be
any reason for coercive organs of the state. But naturally,
as long as class contradictions, both national and interna-
tional, continue to exist; as long as imperialism, with all
its consequences, continues to exist; as long as crime,
one of the saddest scars left by the exploitation of man by
man, continues to exist — the Ministry of the Interior
will remain as a powerful organ of combat, control. vig-
ilance, and coercion.

When the Ministry of the Interior no longer has any
reason to exist and human society has been transformed
into the reign of justice, when egotism and hatred have
been driven out of man’s consciousness, then some com-
plementary tasks such as fire-fighting and traffic control
will be directly assumed by organizations of the commu-
nity.

The victory of the Sandinista People’s Revolution was
our contribution to the struggle by mankind worldwide to

B

%

create a better society. Each victorious revolution will
mark a qualitative change in huomanity’s inevitable,
sweeping effort to eliminate the causes of inequality —
first and foremost that mountain of bones and artificial il-
lumination, that raucous shout of arrogance that is North
American imperialism.

But in the meantime the Ministry of the Interior is in-
dispensable, and for this historical moment we are very
far from proposing its extinction. On the contrary, the
only possible alternative is for it to grow in quality and
quantity, in organization, in operative capacity, in sharp
and forceful response, in unrelenting vigilance over the
happiness we have won, in technical perfection, and in
full and unlimited integration with the working people.

Development of this sort means, in the long-term his-
torical sense, negation of the ministry itself. T

To the extent that we overcome crime, and above all to
the extent that we negate the existence of imperialism,
we will at the same time be negating the need for the
Ministry of the Interior. As we increase the strategic
blows we strike the enemy, there will be less need for the
efforts, for the very existence of the Ministry of the Inte-
rior, at least as we know it now, as a powerful, decisive
body whose vitality is the very essence of the revolution.

The fighters of the Ministry of the Interior came from
a great school — the school of revolution. The revolution
taught us how to be police who fight crime, how to de-
fend the security of the state by placing our lives at risk to
break up operations by the counterrevolution. The revo-
lution taught us that technique is important, but more im-
portant is consciousness of the need to commit every-
thing to the cause of the exploited.

What use is the technique we have mastered, what
good will it do us if we do not possess unbreakable
morale?

What use would technique have for us if we did not
fully identify with the interests of the workers and peas-
ants?

Proof of what we have accomplished lies in the fact
that in the past five years the Sandinista Police has sig-
nificantly reduced criminal activity, while at the same
time significantly increasing its ability to solve the crimes
that are committed. In 1983, more than 6,000 of the
8.400 crimes committed were solved. This means that se-
venty-two out of every 100 crimes were solved by the
Sandinista Police.

But the decrease in crime is also a result of the reor-
ganization of our society, of the emergence of a new, col-
lective morality. In 1980, a year of a high rate of crime,

Continued on next page
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Borge called mass organizations like neighborhood Sandinista Defense Committees ‘“the antidote to the Central
Intelligence Agency.” They work with Sandinista Police and State Security to defend Nicaraguan people against

U.S.-backed counterrevolutionary sabotage.
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there was no Volunteer Police. The noticeable decrease
in crime in 1983 was due in good measure to the exis-
tence of more than 8,000 Volunteer Police who, by De-
cember, will number 10,000. This participation by the
people inside the structures of the Sandinista Police has
also made possible an increase in the number of hours of
vigilance and patrols so as to assure the safety and tran-
quility of our people.

The police still face a series of problems, There are de-
lays in radio patrols responding to emergency calls. At
times, when an accident happens, several hours may pass
before traffic specialists report to the scene.

Although all the achievements of the Sandinista Police
are a matter of pride for the revolution, we believe the
principal achievement is the development of an honest
and revolutionary police force. That joy, that confidence,
that sparkles in our eyes when we see a member of the
Sandinista Police, working beneath the sun or the rain, is
the opposite of the terror once inspired by the Somozaist
police and today inspired by similar police forces that de-
fend the corrupt interests of Latin American dictators.

One year: 5,552 traffic accidents

We must — it cannot be postponed — confront the
problem of prevention and clarification of the causes of
traffic accidents, which remain at a critical level.

Over the past 12 months there were 5,552 traffic acci-
dents, which meant a loss of more than 100 million cér-
dobas. But infinitely more serious is the resulting loss of
human life. The worst thing is that the majority of those
accidents were caused by people who drive on our nar-
row streets as if they were on a racetrack, in many cases
drunk or paying no attention to traffic regulations.

The Department of Transportation and the Sandinista
Police, with the participation of the entire nation, must
confront this critical problem with consistent and sus-
tained campaigns. The safety of our families should be a
sufficiently persuasive reason for us to avoid traffic acci-
dents. Those who kill through careless traffic accidents
are guilty of homicide and should be treated as such.

We are concerned by the fact that the police have still
not taken up adequately the prevention of crimes by
minors. We are referring specifically to those children
who commit some crime and who should receive special
attention so they will not resume their criminal activity.
This, in a situation in which our society, for objective
reasons, still does not offer these children full alterna-
tives for development and recreation.

With the triumph of the revolution we inherited a
prison system that had never sought to reeducate the pris-
oners. We, who were once guests in those dungeons,

“concluded that the concept of the revolution meant
reeducating the prisoners with the aim of reintegrating
them into productive labor. About 40 percent of the
prison population is now involved in productive tasks,
which in turn opens up for them real possibilities of being
reintegrated into society. Our goal is for all prisoners to
participate in productive tasks and to lead a life that is
useful and less difficult.

Six open farms

Today there are six open and semi-open farms, 897
prisoners are taking part in adult education programs,
167 are enrolled in an accelerated primary school pro-
gram, and others are studying at the secondary level
through correspondence courses,

Nonetheless, we still face serious problems of over-
crowding, lack of resources to undertake reeducation on
a wider scale, and a lack of adequate sites.

The comparneros of the prison system carry out perhaps
one of the most difficult and self-sacrificing tasks of the
Ministry of the Interior.

Over these last years we have enacted a law on citizen-
ship, laws on travel and the residency status of foreign-
ers, and a series of other laws that make it possible for the
passport and immigration department to function within
the framework of full revolutionary legality. .

For various reasons, not unrelated to the remnants of
institutional feudalism and bureaucracy, weaknesses per-
sist in national security in terms of supervision of the pro-
cessing of certain types of travel documents.

Many Nicaraguans travel, and inevitably there are a
number of forms that have to be filled out to leave the
country. But it used to be even more difficult for those
who lived outside the capital to take care of such matters.
Steps have been taken to decentralize the processing of
travel documents, and this has made it possible to resolve
at a local level problems that previously had to be refer-
red to Managua.

The National Fire-Fighting System, despite concen-
trating its efforts on the prevention of fires, has had to put
out an average of 280 fires a year. Their heroism and ef-
ficiency was demonstrated once again on Friday, October
12, when they extinguished the fire that consumed the
PROAGRO [Agricultural supplies and equipment]
warehouses, on the highway leading north out of Mana-
gua.

Militant/Michael Baumann

The fire departments’s lack of equipment is at times
dramatic. We now have 18 fire-fighting units in different
regions of the country, but one-third of their vehicles are
between thirty and forty years old. In this sense, we are
paying the price of a vicious circle of poverty. If there is
a fire, we will be left even poorer. But because we are
poor, we do not have sufficient resources to put out the
fires. The only unfailing resource is the heroism of our
people.

In the face of tack of resources: consciousness

The lack of resources of the Ministry of the Interior has
in large part been offset by a high level of consciousness
and fighting spirit, a spirit and consciousness that have
been reflected in exceptional acts of heroism over these
last five years. Many of these acts have not received pub-
lic recognition and probably will not receive it for years.

This spirit and consciousness explain how, starting
with almost nothing, we developed a State Security ap-
paratus capable not only of confronting the counterrevo-
lution, but also of defeating the work of the CIA against
Nicaragua.

It was only with the direct support of the United States
and the complicity of other countries that the counterrev-
olution was able to establish two fronts of military strug-
gle and two armed counterrevolutionary organizations.

The major cities of the country have been kept free of
enemy activity. This left the enemy with no alternative
but to attack production centers, schools, farms, and
cooperatives from their foreign military bases, through
aerial and marine bombardment.

It would take much time to list all the blows our State
Security has dealt to the CIA. It will suffice to mention
the smashing of the [1981] “Red Christmas™ operation,
whose aim was to separate the Atlantic Coast from the
rest of Nicaragua. And the uncovering of terrorist com-
mando squads that had been organized to assassinate

- leaders of the revolution.

We should also recall the terrorist plan to send into the
country toys and flashlights containing high-power plas-
tic explosives, whose victims would have been Nicara-
guan children and workers.

How we stopped the CIA

Adding up the number of terrorist attacks, we can ap-
preciate the magnitude of the tasks facing our counterin-
telligence and intelligence forces.

Operations have been planned against our sugar mills,
refineries, electric power plants and substations, textile
mills, the Momotombo geothermal power plant, oil
pipelines, bridges, railways, airports, radio stations, and
relay stations of the Sandinista Television System. In
1983 alone, State Security uncovered more than 100
plans for assassination attempts and for other types of
enemy activity.

State Security has managed to infiltrate the ranks of the
counterrevolution. The courage of these silent heroes has
given us advance warning of enemy attacks. They have
also worked with the Sandinista People’s Army and
helped coordinate a number of military offensives.

The Sandinista People’s Army is well supplied with
troops — in both quantity and quality — as well as with
technical training, especially in armored vehicles, artil-

Militant/Fred Murphy
Borge explained, “The fighters of the Ministry of the Interior came from a great school — the school of revolution.
The revolution taught us how to be police who fight crime, how to defend the security of the state by placing our
lives at risk to break up operations by the counterrevolution.”

lery, and antiaircraft weapons.

As a whole, the EPS has attained the characteristics of
a modern army. Our army, the pride of the revolution, is
disciplined, conscious, and valiant.

The Ministry of the Interior has its own small bodies of
troops, both in State Security and as part of the Sandinista
Police. The “Pablo Ubeda” troops of the Ministry of the
Interior, which have made a specialty of heroism, have
been and continue to be trained for specific actions that
require a high level of fighting ability. Of course, all the
fighters of the Ministry of the Interior are prepared to be-
come combat . soldiers in a moment of military
emergency. There is not a single official, a single officer,
a single fighter of the Ministry of the Interior who is not
ready and willing to take up arms for the homeland, to
kill and die for our revolution.

[After addressing in detail how the FSLN responded to
efforts by U.S. imperialism and Nicaragua's capitalist
political parties to scuttle Nicaragua’s elections and un-
dermine the Contadora talks, Borge continues:]

But the effort to undermine the legitimacy of the elec-
tions, postpone them, and undercut the validity of the
Contadora group are not the only way they have tried to
attack us, nor are these our sole difficulties. We also face
a siege on our economy, a decline in the prices paid for
our products, and the heavy burden of the past, which to-
gether have created a potentially dangerous economic
situation. We have to take the reins firmly and put on our
spurs if we intend to ride that runaway horse — the law of
value — under the present conditions of our economic
system.

It is no consolation to know that the immense majority
of the countries of Latin America suffer from a terrifying
economic anemia, bound hand and foot by their foreign
debt and the poverty of their peoples.

The revolution is a guarantee of the future

We are certain that the revolution is the guarantee of a
future that will be far different from that dismal image of
the Nicaragua of yesterday — or from the present faced
by many of our sister peoples. We still have before us the
objective of building a new society that will embody the
paradise of the imagination, the paradise of human sol-
idarity, where the highest form of property will be the re-
sponsibility of all of mankind to all of mankind.

To lose sight of the final objective would be like con-
structing a building without plans or drawings, creating a
useless framework of iron and cement. We revolution-
aries know that those who lose sight of the horizon lose
sight of the revolution.

Building this new society means traveling a lengthy
road. This road is called strategy, and each step we take
along it is called tactics. The Sandinista People’s Revolu-
tion has to, must, survive on this long road by unraveling
the strands of the web that faces us at each moment.

Union of strategy and tactics

The greatest of errors would be to transform a tactic
into a strategy, just as it would be wrong to deny coming
and going, flexibility at any given moment, and intransi-
gence when that is appropriate. Tactics and strategy are
united dialectically. But — and this we must stress —
tactics are the servant of strategy.

Continued on ISR/8
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Significant shifts are under way in the Cuban econ-
omy. Two recent speeches by Cuban Pres. Fidel Castro
outlined the changes. They were approved in the 1985
economic plan adopted at the end of December 1984 by
the National Assembly, of People’s Power, Cuba’s legis-
lature.

The main decisions adopted are to:

Prioritize production for exports to both the East Euro-
pean workers states and the capitalist world market.

Reduce consumption of imported oil through
economizing on energy use, and through pushing for-
ward on the development of nuclear power.

Reduce other imports through substitution of domesti-
cally made products.

Reduce the rate of increase in social spending.

Achievements of revolution

One aspect of the U.S. ruling class’ anti-Cuba prop-
aganda campaign is the claim that Cuba’s economy is a
failure. But the achievements of the Cuban Revolution to
date show-that nothing could be further from the truth.

Over the last quarter century Cuba has led the way
among countries that suffer from imperialist oppression
in the expansion of health, education, rural electrifica-
tion, mass transportation, and many other social services.
It has built factories and oil refineries, mechanized and
diversified agricultural production, built a modern fish-
ing fleet, and intensified extraction of its mineral re-
sources.

Cuba’s infant mortality rate — a key indicator of the
availability of medical services — is a remarkably low 15
per 1,000 live births. For purposes of comparison, this is
a figure the United Stafes as a whole did not reach until
1976 and, because of racial discrimination in medical
care, has not yet been attained for U.S. Black infants,

Cuba’s literacy rate of 96 percent is one of the highest
in-the world. In levels of nutrition, in all of the Americas
it is surpassed only by Argentina, Canada, and the United
States.

In terms of economic development, Cuba has few ri-
vals in the semicolonial world. Over the last 26 years the
Cuban economy has expanded at an average annual rate
of 4.6 percent. Over the last four years the rate of in-
crease has been the highest on the continent, approaching
8 percent a year,

Strong economic growth continued in 1984. While in
18 other Latin American countries the economies grew at
an average of 2.6 percent, in Cuba growth increased 7.4
percent. .

Why then the shifts in economic policy?

Impact of world economic crisis

Like all semicolonial countries, which are oppressed

by imperialism, Cuba has been hit hard by the world
capitalist economic crisis. The interest rates it must pay
for hard-currency foreign loans have skyrocketed. The
prices it must pay for imports from the world capitalist
market have increased. Yet the prices of the raw and
semi-finished materials it exports have plummeted. One
ton of sugar, for example, used to buy six tons of oil.
Today, that same ton of sugar buys only one-third of a
ton of oil.

Cuba faces additional economic limitations stemming
from the hostility of the U.S. ruling class. Chief among
them is the fact that Cuba’s “natural” market, the United
States, only 90 miles away, is completely cut off by an
economic blockade that has been continually enforced
under the last seven U.S. presidents, Democrats and Re-
publicans alike. Most of Cuba’s exports must travel an
extra 3,000 to 5,000 miles to Europe to find buyers. The
same is true for its imports.

Council of Mutual Economic Assistance

Economic aid from the Soviet Union and other work-
ers states has been crucial in helping Cuba withstand
these pressures. As a member of the Council of Mutual
Economic Assistance (CMEA), a 10-member organiza-
tion of workers states, Cuba — along with Vietnam and
Mongolia, the two other non-European members — re-
ceives special priority in trade and in economic develop-
ment aid.

At the last CMEA conference, which was held in
Havana Oct. 29-31, 1984, Cuban Vice Pres. Carlos
Rafael Rodriguez pointed to the significance of this com-
mitment. “Not only was it decided to ratify preferential
treatment given to Cuba, Vietnam, and Mongolia by the
other members,” he said, “but it was also made very clear
that the CMEA membership as a whole should contribute
to speed up the development of these three countries in
order to put them on a par — in a period which cannot be

Fidel Castro
on recent
shifts

in Cuban
economy

Granma Weekly Review
In recent speeches, Cuban president Fidel Castro
explained necessity to economize on use of imported
oil and to develop nuclear power. He acknowledged
dangers inherent in nuclear power, which are exacer-
bated in capitalist countries by quest for profits.
Cuba’s plants, he stressed, will be built with “all the
responsibility the socialist state can muster.”

short — with those of the other members.”

Castro explained in his address to the CMEA meeting,
“It is Cuba’s membership in the socialist community,
along with our people’s successful efforts to continuously
raise labor productivity and make our economy more ef-
ficient and profitable. that has enabled us to advance as
we are doing.” '

A special agreement of cooperation exists between the
CMEA and Nicaragua. Regarding this, Castro said, “We
believe it is dramatically urgent to do our best to help
Nicaragua confront victoriously the enormous human
and economic sacrifices that the Reagan administration’s
attacks have imposed on it.”

“Cuba,” Castro pledged, “will spare no efforts to fufill
this undeferrable duty” to Nicaragua.

To facilitate Cuba's longer-range planning, aid for big
investment projects from other CMEA members is
negotiated in five-year contracts.

The Cuban government organizes the economy based
on five-year plans. When the 1986-1990 five-year plan
was drawn up, it assumed aid that the Cubans were
counting on receiving from the Soviet Union and other
countries. Meetings were held last fall to determine how
much aid the Soviet Union would provide Cuba over the
next five years. The outcome, Cuban Vice President
Rodriguez told-the Washington Post in early February,
was that Cuba would receive less than anticipated.

*“QOur expectations were for 4 billion rubles [nearly $5
billion] in combined new and continuing projects,” Rod-
riguez said. But Cuba had to reduce its requests “to more
realistic amounts.”

New look at economic priorities

In a speech December 28, at the conclusion of the Na-
tional Assembly of People’s Power, Castro discussed the
new steps that will be taken in light of this situation now
facing Cuba.

“It is really by reviewing the international situation and
the economic crisis affecting a large part of the world, by
probing these present and future problems and the out-
look after 1990 and after the year 2000 for the Third
World and for our country,” he said, “that we have come
to important conclusions, to certain ideas and con-
cepts. . . .

“I have explained them to some comrades, in theory,
in overall terms. At times they have been talked about:
what is necessary in theory is to increase exports, put the
emphasis on the economic, limit investments of a social
nature, etc. But to have reached the conviction, a
generalized awareness in all the Party and government
leadership, that hadn’t happened before.”

After reviewing the social gains Cuba has made since
the revolution, Castro asked: “How was this miracle pos-
sible?” The resources, he answered, “in part, came from
the efforts of our people, but what essentially made pos-
sible these advances and the solution of all these prob-
lems was international solidarity, the solidarity of the
socialist camp and primarily the Soviet Union.”

“That was our privilege,” Castro continued, “but it
also created a certain mentality among us. Everything
was solved; everything was secure.” This led to “a waste-
ful mentality, a mentality of little thrift, a consumption
rather than export mentality . . . an import rather than ex-
port mentality.”

It was his opinion, Castro said, that “had we invested
those resources better, we would have accomplished a lot
more . .. had we known then what we know today ...
had we arrived at these concepts sooner, we could have
accomplished a lot more.”

‘Strategic export products’ shortfall

Turning to Cuba’s economic performance in 1984,
Castro noted the growth that had been registered but
pointed out that growth percentages alone do not tell the
whole story. What matters are what areas the growth is
in. In 1984, he said, the important point is that “we fell
short in three strategic export products, while at the same
time we increased our imports.™

In sugar production, projected to reach a total of at
least 8.8 million tons, there was a shortfall of about
600,000 tons. Production of Cuba’s two other main ex-
ports — nickel and citrus — also fell short. . . . growth
in products that occasion hard currency expenditures or
needs, cutting down on production that brings in hard
currency. ... To a certain extent that is what we had in
1984, Castro said.

In a speech to the same assembly of People’s Power
delegates, Minister of Economic Planning Humberto
Pérez issued a similar caution in evaluating overall re-
sults of the 1981-85 five-year plan:

Continued on ISR/6
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How Marxists view the Anglo-Boer \

Printed below are excerpts from a letter to the
editor from Militant reader Victor Langley from New
York City. Langley’s letter was written in response to
a review by Don Davis that appeared in the November
23, 1984, issue of the Militant. Davis reviewed an ar-
ticle by Russian Bolshevik leader Gregory Zinoviev
entitled “Wars: Defensive and Aggressive,” which ap-
pears as the appendix to the Study Guide to Lenin’s
Struggle for a Revolutionary International.

Langley objected to Davis’s statement that
Zinoviev’s article explained “why Marxists backed
the Boers in South Africa in their war against British
imperialism at the turn of the century.”

Following Langley’s letter is a reply by Militant
staff writer Mohammed Oliver.

How can a paper that purports to be Marxist run arti-
cles supporting the Boer Rebellion? The piece by Don
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Davis on Zinoviev's pamphlet on imperialist war did just
that, and Davis claimed that that was the Marxist view at
the time. I don’t believe it. It certainly wasn't Lenin's
position.

The Boers, the Dutch settlers who-colonized South Af-
rica, viciously drove the Black African population from
their land and brutally oppressed and enslaved the vari-
ous African peoples. They are, and remain today, the
most brutal oppressors of the African peoples. When
these oppressors rose up against British rule there was
nothing progressive about the revolt. On the one hand
there stood the British imperialists and, on the other,
stood the Dutch colonial settlers. The Boer War was
nothing more than a reflection of the inter-imperialist
conflicts between Britain and the Netherlands.

The Boer War was a falling out among thieves over
which oppressor would be able to exploit the rich gold
and diamond fields of South Africa. The Boer rebellion
was more like lan Smith's “declaration of independence”
in Rhodesia in 1965 or the slaveocracy's revolt in this
country in the 1860s. Didn't Marxists oppose these re-
bellions?

Marxists didn’t support either the British imperialists
or the Boer settlers. This war was an inter-imperialist
one. Revolutionaries called for the overthrow of both the
British and the Boer oppressors through a national liber-
ation war by the oppressed Blacks.

s/ Victor Langley

Militant reader Victor Langley raises some important
questions in his letter to the editor. Taking a look at the
Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902 can be useful in getting a
better appreciation of the Marxist approach to analyzing
wars in our epoch.

The position of Marxist movement

Langley contends that Zinoviev's view of this war was
exceptional among Marxists at the time; that it was not
the view of Lenin or other leaders of the Second Interna-
tional.

The claim that this was not Lenin’s position is false.

First of all, Lenin and Zinoviev were close col-
laborators at the time.

Zinoviev was a central leader of the Bolshevik Party
and the Russian revolution. At the time he wrote the arti-
cle in question, he and Lenin were the two Central Com-
mittee members of the Bolsheviks living in exile. They
Jointly edited the Central Committee newspaper, Sotsial-
Demokrat, and other Central Committee publications.

One result of this editorial collaboration was a book
written by Zinoviev in 1916-1917, The War and the
Crisis of Secialism. The article, “Wars: Defensive and
Aggressive,” appeared as a chapter in that book.

Lenin reviewed the chapter of Zinoviev's book con-
taining his views on South Africa. And there is no evi-
dence that Lenin ever indicated any disagreement with
Zinoviev's view.

Secondly, although Lenin didn’t say much about the

Anglo-Boer War, what he did say was unambiguous.

In Lenin's article “The War in China,” written in
1900, he explained, “For the sake of the profit of a hand-
ful of capitalists, the bourgeois governments have waged
endless war, have sent regiments to die in unhealthy trop-
ical countries. have squandered millions of money ex-
tracted from the people. and have driven the peoples in
the colonies to desperate revolts or to death from starva-
tion. We need only recall the rebellion of the native
peoples against the British in India [1857-59] and the
famine that prevailed there, or think of the war the Eng-

lish are now waging against the Boers.”

-That is, Lenin compared the Boers’ struggle against
Britain’s rulers to the upsurge by the oppressed peoples
of India against the same British ruling class.

But it wasn't only Lenin and Zinoviev that held this
position. In 1901-02, the Bureau of the Second Interna-
tional opposed the aggression by Britain in South Africa.
To the great majority of the socialists of the day, the
Anglo-Boer War was a classic example of a capitalist co-
lonial war. '

Imperialism

In his book, Zinoviev explained that in the final dec-
ades of the 19th century, capitalism on a world scale had
reached a new stage — imperialism. Both Zinoviev and
Lenin argued that this stage is the highest and last phase
of capitalism. It is marked by wars and revolutions, by
interimperialist conflict over control of the raw materials
and labor power of the colonial and semicolonial world,
and national liberation wars fought by these oppressed
nations against their imperialist exploiters.

Zinoviev wrote that “all the wars of the non-European
peoples, who have been turned into mere objects of im-
perialist policy, are ‘just” wars of defense.”

Lenin, in his July 1916 article, “The Discussion on
Self-Determination Summed Up,” explained that the
working class, fighting for its emancipation, is con-
fronted by an alliance of all the imperialist classes.
Therefore, Lenin argued, “the main thing foday is to
stand against the united, aligned front of the imperialist
powers, the imperialist bourgeoisie and the social-im-
perialists, and for the utilization of all national move-
ments against imperialism for the purposes of the
socialist revolution.”

Boer war

Zinoviev and other revolutionaries looked at the
Anglo-Boer War in this framework. “The Boer war,” he
said, “was a just war on the part of the Boers and the
world proletariat took their part.

“Why? Because the Boer people was fighting for its in-
dependence,” said Zinoviev, adding in a footnote that,
*This did not prevent the Boers from exploiting a part of
the natives.”

“English imperialism, however,” Zinoviev continued,
“was fighting for the capture of the diamond fields . . . ”

Zinoviev noted that, “For decades the English im-
perialists had oppressed the Boers, exploiting them polit-
ically and economically.”

Langley disagrees. claiming the Boer republics were
themselves imperialist nations and the Anglo-Boer War
an “inter-imperialist conflict.”

Is Langley right, and Zinoviev and other revolutionary
leaders wrong? Just who were the Boers anyway?

To answer these questions, it's necessary to step back
and look at the historical context of the Anglo-Boer War.
Langley’s incorrect view of the conflict flows precisely
from his ahistorical approach.

The Boers — from the Dutch word for farmer — were
the descendants of Dutch settlers, who first began to ar-
rive in South Africa in the 17th and 18th centuries. This
began a long history of conquest, plunder, and disposses-
sion of the indigenous African peoples and their
societies.

Colonial land grab

The colonialists drove the native peoples from the land
and seized it for their own use. This drive for land would
continue to motivate Dutch and, later, the British and
Boer colonial policy.

In addition to a shortage of land, the settlers also faced
a big shortage in labor power. In 1657 the Dutch East
India Co. agreed to the importation of slaves from else-
where in Africa and Asia. Slavery was the predominant
form of labor in the Dutch colony throughout the [8th
century.

The Boers fought colonial wars for more than a cen-
tury as they expanded further into the countryside.

In 1794, the Dutch East India Co., broken under the
weight of immense debt, went bankrupt. Using the ex-
cuse that the Dutch colony on the Cape might fall into the
hands of the French rulers, the Netherlands’ British allies
seized the Cape in 1795.

So, Langley is mistaken to call the Boer rebellion “a

A

Gregory Zinoviev, a central leader of Russian revolu-
tion and a collaborator of Lenin’s, explained why
vanguard of world proletariat backed Boer republics
in southern Africa in their war against Britain.

reflection of the inter-imperialist contradictions between
Britain and the Netherlands.” Dutch rule in the Cape had
been ended for more than a century before the Anglo-
Boer War began.

Like their Dutch predecessors, the British rulers
granted privileges to the settlers — British and Boer. The
British governors parcelled out 4,000-acre farms to the
settlers. This land was forcibly stolen from the native
peoples and was worked in large measure by subjugated”
African labor.

‘Great Trek’

Meanwhile, in Britain the industrial capitalists were
becoming dominant in the economy and government. To
the industrial barons, slave labor was more costly and
less efficient than wage labor. The slave trade was
abolished in the British empire in 1807, and the slaves
freed in the Cape Colony in 1834.

Between 1836-1846, 10,000 Boers left the Cape Col-
ony for the interior in what was called the “Great Trek.”
While opposition to the abolition of slavery motivated
some of these settler-farmers, the primary reason for the
expansion was the search for more land.

The Boer expansion meant a new series of colonial
wars. In these conflicts, the Boers served as the shock
troops for the British capitalists. Every bit of territory
seized by the settlers was annexed by the British rulers,
causing the Boers to expand still further. Every attempt
by the Boers to set up an independent state was crushed
by British troops.

In 1854, the British rulers, for largely economic
reasons, decided not to pursue the Boer expansion any
further and allowed the settlers to set up two white-sup-
remacist republics with a subjugated population of
Blacks. The two settler-colonial states were the Orange
Free State and the South African Republic (Transvaal).

Afrikaner nationality

During many years, the Boers in the two republics, as
well as those who had stayed behind in the Cape Colony,
gradually acquired a new cultural and national identity.
The Dutch they spoke changed, until it was transformed
into a new language, which they called Afrikaans. They
began to refer to themselves as Afrikaners.

Langley is correct when he notes that the Afrikaners
opppressed the indigenous African peoples. But he fails
to see that the Afrikaners were themselves oppressed by
the British ruling class.

These Afrikaners, mostly farmers, were exploited by
the predominantly English bankers and other capitalists.
The British ruling class politically oppressed the Afrikan-
ers, aiming to take away any political independence the
settlers won. This oppression of the Boers intensified
with the consolidation of imperialism at the end of the
[9th century. With the discovery of extensive diamond
fields in 1870 and the world’s largest gold deposits in
1886, both in the Boer republics, British imperialism
moved to build the foundations for an industrial empire in
South Africa, resting on oppressed Black labor — the
system now known as apartheid.

The Anglo-Boer War was a battle between an op-
pressed nation and British imperialism.
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[ar of 1899-1902: A reply to a reader

Marxists took the side of the oppressed, the Boers.

In addition to wanting to seize the massive gold reefs
for imperialist exploitation, the British ruling class also
aimed to strengthen its domination over the indigenous
peoples. The British imperialists saw the division of
southern Africa into four white settler-states — the Brit-

ish colonies in the Cape and Natal, and the Boer republics .

in the Transvaal and the Orange Free State — as an obsta-
cle to waging an effective fight against the native
peoples.

- Uprisings by the Ndebele and Shona in the 1890s were
pointed to by Cecil Rhodes (British financier and prime
minister of the Cape Colony) and other imperialists as ex-
amples of the “Black threat” facing a disunited white
population. Rhodes spearheaded the drive for “union™ —
meaning British rule.

The British imperialists’ persistent and escalating pres-
sure against the Boer republics finally led to Afrikaner
nationalists taking the offensive. In October 1899 they
launched their independence war against the British em-
pire.

South Africa formed

The outcome of this war between two small peasant re-
publics and the strongest imperialist power in the world
wasn’t hard to predict. The British imperialists crushed
the Boer rebellion in 1902 and annexed the Boer repub-
lics to the British colonies.

The British rulers quickly negotiated treaties with the
Afrikaners that drew the settlers into a common system of
white rule, giving land grants to farmers and loans to the
Boer states.

A Zulu rebellion in 1906 spurred the drive toward
union. In 1910, the Union of South Africa was estab-
lished. The new state marked the consolidation of a
united South African ruling class — industrial and ag-
ricultural, English and Afrikaans speaking. These South
African bosses headed a strong capitalist state that could
ensure the profits of the British imperialists.

The British and Boer settlers were granted indepen-
dence from imperial rule only after the British rulers had
successfully forged an imperialist outpost on the southern
tip of Africa. The South African state simply took over
from Britain the role of direct colonial power over the
subject Black population — a role it still plays today.

South Africa then developed into an imperialist power
in its own right, a process that is documented in Ernest
Harsch’s excellent book, South Africa: White Rule, Black
Revolt.

Does favoring a Boer victory in the Anglo-Boer War
mean backing the social system in the Boer republics?
Langley implies it did, but he is wrong. Opposition to the
extension of British imperialism was consistent with de-
fense of the interests of the indigenous Africans. What
would have been the most propitious outcome of the
Anglo-Boer War for the native peoples? A British defeat
or a British victory?

qu fur!:her reading. ‘o

South Afrr.ca White Rule, Black Revoit by
Ernest Harsch, $7.95

Lenin’s Struggle for a Revolutionary Inter-
national — Documents 1907-1916, the Pre-
paratory Years, $10.95

Study Guide for Lenin’s Struggle for a Reuv-
olutionary International, $1.50

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 West
Street, New York, N.Y. 10014. Include
$.75 for postage and handling.

Cecil Rhodes (above), British financier
and prime minister of Cape Colony,
spearheaded drive of British im-
perialism against Boers (right). British
rulers crushed Boer rebellion and an-
nexed republics into British empire.

History has already answered this question. The Brit-
ish victory led to the formation of one strong, united
capitalist state.

The impact of the imperialist triumph in southern Af-
rica was a deepening of the oppression and subjugation of
the indigenous toilers — including, in this case, the es-
tablishment of the racist apartheid system.

The Boer republics were indeed founded on land stulcn
from the indigenous inhabitants. The settlers waged
bloody wars of conquest against the native peoples and
drove the vanquished into virtual slavery. .

U.S. resolution

In this respect, the Boer republics resembled other set-
tler states, such as Britain’s American colonies. Here, the
British colonialists waged wars against the Native Amer-
ican peoples, seized their lands, attempted to enslave
them, and built an economy based, in part, on enslaved
African labor.

The British rulers established white supremacist rule in
its 13 colonies. Later, the colonists, themselves politi-
cally oppressed and economically exploited by the Brit-
ish ruling classes, revolted against British domination.

Even though the United States came into being on land
stolen from the Native Americans and with chattel slav-
ery still existing in the South, Marxists recognize that the
colonial revolution of 1776 was a historically progressive
event.

Marxists look at each war as a concrete, individual
case. South African society at the time of the Anglo-Boer
War differed in many respects from that of the United
States in 1776, most notably in the existence of an im-
perialist-owned industrial empire — the mining industry
— worked in large measure by superexploited African
labor. Yet it remains true that the struggle of all working

people, white and Black, was set back by the defeat of

the white settlers” independence struggle.

Langley’s view of the Anglo-Boer War rips the con-
flict out of its historical context. He confuses the im-
perialist South Africa of today with independent farmer
republics at the turn of the century.

Langley’s analogy with the U.S. Civil War doesn’t
work. During that war, industrial capitalism was battling
against an archaic social system based on chattel slavery.

Langley’s claim that the Boer rebellion was the same
as the 1965 Rhodesian “declaration of independence” is
also wrong. Rhodesia was a British colony in southern
Africa administered by a white-settler regime based on a
colonist population of 220,000. In the 1950s and 1960s
there were a series of militant strikes and large demon-
strations by the Black population, which numbered 4 mil-
lion. These years also saw the rise of the major Black
nationalist organizations, especially the Zimbabwe Afri-
can People’s Union (ZAPU) and the Zimbabwe African
National Union (ZANU).

The Rhodesian colonists declared “independence” not
against British imperialism, but against the Zimbabwean
people. Despite their official opposition to the white-sup-
remacist regime of [an Smith, the British imperialists
backed the apartheid government against the insurgent

Black masses. The Rhodesian government also enjoyed
the support of the U.S. and South African imperialists.

ZAPU and ZANU launched a guerrilla war against the
apartheid regime. The Zimbabwean people finally won
their independence in April 1980.

Third camp in Anglo-Boer War?

At the time of the Anglo-Boer War there was no
nationalist movement fighting for a Black republic in
South Africa. Marxists, claims Langley, “didn’t support
either the British imperialists or the Boer settlers. This
war was an inter-imperialist one. Revolutionaries called
for the overthrow of both the British and the Boer oppres-
sors through a national liberation war by the oppressed
Blacks.”

Who were these Marxists who raised this slogan?
Langley can’t name them because they don’t exist.

Such national liberation wars aren’t “called for,” but
arise out of the actual struggles of nations and
nationalities. The Black nationality in South Africa had
yet to be forged. As it came into being, so did the na-
tional struggles against white minority rule.

In the early years of this century, such struggles spread
across Asia and into Africa. The Bolsheviks were in the
forefront of the fight to win the Socialist International to
support them. The congresses of the Communist Interna-
tional show that the revolutionary workers movement ral-
lied to this nationalist movement when it did arise.

There’s another problem with Langley’s position.
When he claims that the Afrikaners “are, and remain
today, the most brutal oppressors of the African people,”
he gives credence to the idea that British imperialist rule
was better than Boer rule.

The imperialists have long promulgated the myth that
apartheid is the creation of backward Afrikaner farmers.
They spread a similar myth regarding the creation of the
Jim Crow system of segregation that used to exist in the
South of this country, claiming it was the invention of
poor, white farmers.

South African apartheid, however, is the creation of
the British imperialists and South African capitalists.
They set it up to increase their exploitation of Black labor
and, therefore, their profits — just as the U.S. capitalists
set up Jim Crow to ensure their superexploitation of
workers in the South. ’

The Boers in South Africa and the whites in this coun-
try were used as ruling-class agents to subjugate the re-
spective Black populations. While they received some
privileges for their services, the main beneficiaries were
the capitalist ruling classes.

With the rise of imperialism, revolutionaries in the
workers movement correctly saw the imperialists as the
main enemy of both the world working class and the op-
pressed nations. All struggles by the colonies against the
imperialist classes are progressive — even when the col-
onies or semi-colonies are ruled by layers who oppress
and exploit others. Revolutionary socialists support such
struggles. To do otherwise — even in the name of some
mythical third camp — is to give aid and comfort to the
imperialists.
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Continued from ISR/3 )
Cuba’s progress in nearly all social and economic

fields “stands in contrast to what is happening in the rest
of Latin America,” Pérez said. “However, we must make
clear that the gains made so far should not lead us to mis-
taken self-satisfaction. They have been obtained with im-
port levels which are beyond our means, with expendi-
tures of energy and means of production that go beyond
acceptable limits of economic efficiency, and with little
dynamism regarding the vital need to increase and diver-
sify our exports of goods and services.”

Economic plan revised

Leaders of the Communist Party Political Bureau and
Secretariat, of the People’s Power Assembly, and of the
mass organizations met for three days at the end of
November to discuss the economic situation. They con-
cluded, in agreement with Castro, that it was essential to
substantially revise overall planning through the year
2000, beginning immediately. To the extent possible,
taking into account the projects already under way, the
plan for 1985 was extensively redrafted in the final weeks
of 1984, )

Castro outlined the shift in economic priorities in a
speech a few days later, December 4, at Cuba’s First Na-
tional Forum on Energy.

“In the first place,” he said, “we must strengthen the
country's production. . . . absolute priority must be given
to all those investments which result in savings on im-
ports from the hard currency area or which generate ex-
ports to that area. ... exports to the hard currency area
must be rapidly increased, at least to the amount of 500
million dollars a year.”

He continued: “There is a second point which has
maximum priority. . . . Priority attention must be given to
production for the socialist area and to investments which
generate exports to the socialist area.”

In the past, when production has not met goals, Castro
recalled, “deliveries to the socialist area have been re-
duced in order to send them to the hard currency area.
This formula must be totally eradicated.”

From now on, “we will first meet the commitments to
the socialist countries and then we’ll export the rest to the
hard currency area. This is simply a principle that we
must rigorously establish, and it is for this reason that we
must develop other sources of hard currency income.”

The intent, Castro said December 28, is “to move for-
ward with this policy without affecting-what the popula-
tion already receives.” But, he added, “we must begin

. with what we have and not think about increases beyond
what we have, at both the personal and social levels.”

As immediate steps, the originally projected 1985
budget increase for housing and other construction was
cut by 320 million pesos, and the projected increase in
funding for local government agencies was cut by 389
million pesos (one peso=$1.19).

Additional measures will be taken to conserve the use
of gasoline and to cut back on the amount of electricity
used by the state. To maintain current supplies of non-
rationed foodstuffs to the general population, food
supplies to factory and school dining rooms are to be cut
back as much as 10 percent. Also scheduled to be cut
back from 1984 levels are the production of shoes and
some articles of clothing.

The cutback in the construction of housing, in particu-
lar, will be keenly felt. This is an area of social need
where, because of the enormous expenses involved,
Cuba has had the most difficulty in making progress. De-
spite a housing construction program, there remains an
acute shortage of apartments in the capital of Havana and
other cities — a shortage the government does not have
the resources to resolve. In these circumstances, a new
law approved in late December 1984 removes several
previous restrictions on building one’s own home, and al-
lows homeowners to rent out rooms at whatever rate is set
by the going market price.

Sugar, debt, and Soviet aid

As aresult of decades of imperialist oppression and ex-
ploitation, the Cuban revolution inherited a one-crop
economy — sugar. And despite significant steps toward
diversification and industrialization, sugar is and will re-
main for the foreseeable future Cuba’s most important

_export crop. Sugar today accounts for about 80 percent of
Cuba’s foreign trade.

Sugar is also presently one of the most depressed com-
modities on the world market. Tariffs, quotas, and sub-
sidies for domestic sugar production in many imperialist
countries have driven the world market price down to a
little over three cents a pound — sugar’s lowest price in
more than a century. .

Cuba, the world’s biggest sugar exporter, is to an ex-
tent protected from this artificially low price by long-
term agreements with the Soviet Union and other mem-
bers of the CMEA which exchanges Cuban sugar for
goods with a value many times higher than the going
world market rate for sugar. But about 15 percent of
Cuba’s foreign trade is conducted on the imperialist-
dominated market. And here major problems have origi-
nated. '

Cuba is being pressed by private foreign banks to

Militant/José G. Pérez
Fidel Castro speaking at opening of Victory of July
sugar mill in Nicaragua on January 11. Sugar mill
was almost entirely financed by Cuba. Despite its own
economic hardships, Cuba cancelled Nicaragua’s
debt and made mill a contribution of Cuban people to
Nicaraguan revolution.

repay loans that were contracted when sugar prices were
relatively high (at one point in the mid-1970s, sugar
reached 64 cents a pound).

Cuba’s hard-currency debt is relatively modest. It
owes a little over $3 billion — the lowest debt in Latin
America — about $300 per capita. Costa Rica and
Panama, by comparison, owe hard-currency debts that
are proportionally nearly seven times higher — about
$2,000 per capita.

Cuba'’s special problem is first, that pressure from the
U.S. ruling class on the private banks involved has great-
ly hindered efforts to reschedule debt payments. The net
result of “the growing hostility of the U.S. government,”
the Cuban weekly Bohemia noted in a recent article on
the economy, was an “extremely tense financial situa-
tion” in the spring of 1982. In a matter of months more
than half a billion dollars in hard currency was withdrawn
from Cuba as international banks called up their loans
and refused to grant new ones. At one point, Bohemia re-
ports, Cuba’s foreign currency reserves fell as low as
$130 million.

Secondly, it takes 20 tons of sugar today to generate
income equal to that of one ton of sugar at the time the
debt was contracted (at current world prices it would take
all of Cuba’s sugar production for the next five years to
repay the $3 billion in full).

Third, there is evidently no prospect of timely and suf-
ficient additional assistance from the Soviet Union.

In the past, as Castro noted, when problems related to
hard currency have come up, Cuba has had the alterna-
tive of reducing its exports to the Soviet Union and redi-
recting the products to hard-currency markets. This, Cas-
tro repeatedly made clear, is no longer an option.

“If we need hard currency,” he told the People’s Power
Assembly, “then we must find it some other way than
through the easy, comfortable — and I might add some-
what irresponsible — procedure of taking part of the
sugar earmarked for the Soviet people and exporting it to

the hard currency area. That is not the way to solve hard
currency problems.”

Nuclear power

One of the limited possibilities Cuba does have for im-
mediately increasing its exports to the world capitalist
market is economizing in the use of oil, and exporting or
“reexporting” what is left over.

Here is how it would work. Oil consumption in Cuba
currently runs about 10 million tons a year. More than 90
percent of this must be imported from the Soviet Union.
Cuba’s own small deposits of oil at present vield only
770,000 tons a year.

About two-thirds of the oil now used is processed in
Cuba’s own refineries. A new refinery, being built with
Soviet aid and scheduled for completion in the late
1980s, will add 3 million tons to Cuban refining capac-
ity. Another refinery of similar size is scheduled for con-
struction in the 1990s.

Any “extra” oil Cuba can come up with — for the most
part by cutting back on domestic consumption of Soviet
oil — can be refined in Cuba and “reexported” abroad.
“Through an agreement between the Soviets and our-
selves,” Castro reported at the energy forum December
4, “the savings we make on the quantities of fuel commit-
ted [by Moscow] translate into hard currency.”

Economy measures on the use of electricity and public
and private transportation can help save fuel. But savings
on a scale sufficient to make a dent in the hard currency
debt must be obtained another way. '

*Our country,” Castro explained, “is now using almost
three million tons of fuel to produce electricity. . . .

“We have no other abundant energy resources to speak
of to produce electricity. We have no coal and we have
no large gas or oil deposits. Given the land mass and
geography of our country, we have no large rivers to pro-
vide us with hydraulic energy to meet the basic demands
for electricity.”

This means, Castro concluded, “in the future our elec-
tric development will have to be fundamentally nuclear,
based on nuclear power.” _

The four conventional oil-fired power plants currently
under construction will be completed, Castro said, but
“we expect them to be the last ones we’ll build.” The first
nuclear plant, in Cienfuegos, i$ already under construc-
tion. Two other nuclear power plants are scheduled for
future construction. -

Castro acknowledged the dangers inherent in nuclear
power, such as the “risk of contamination” and the “prob-
lem of what to do with the waste.” He pointed out that
such problems are exacerbated in the capitalist countries,
where reactors are built according to “strictly commercial
criteria seeking to cut corners and costs, investments,
materials and, accordingly, safety standards.” Cuba’s
plants, he stressed, would be built with “all the responsi-
bility the socialist state can muster.”

Internationalist example

Despite the tighter economic constraints within which
it must now operate, Cuba continues to set an example in
internationalist aid to other, even harder-pressed peoples.
Cuba, an island nation of only 10 million people, has
more doctors serving as volunteers abroad than the entire
United Nations World Health Organization.

And when work was completed earlier this year on
Nicaragua’s modern new sugar mill — almost entirely
Cuban financed — Cuba canceled the debt and declared
it the Cuban people’s contribution to the Nicaraguan rev-
olution.

As one of many immediate necessary steps, Cuba will be forced to cut its projected 1985 budget increase for much-
needed housing and other construction by 320 million pesos (approximately U.S.$380 million).
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BY MIKE TABER

The accompanying article on the Russian revolution
was originally published in the first issue of the Militant
on Nov. 15, 1928. It is contained in The Left Opposition
in the U.§S. 1928-31. This collection of writings and
speeches by James P. Cannon can serve today’s generat-
ion of working-class fighters in tracing the continuity of
the struggle to build a revolutionary workers party in the
United States and internationally. Later this year, Monad
Press will publish another volume of Cannon’s writings
and speeches, covering the years 1932-34.

Six decades in workers movement

Cannon’s life and political experience spanned more
than six decades of activity in the workers movement. A
former organizer for the Industrial Workers of the World
and member of the left wing in the Socialist Party before
World War [, Cannon became a founder and central
leader of the Communist Party (CP).

Over the next several years, he served as national
chairman of the Workers Party (a public organization in-
itiated by the CP for several years when it functioned un-
derground in the face of stiff government repression);
spent more than a year in Moscow as a member of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Communist International
(Comintern); and was national secretary of the Interna-
tional Labor Defense, where he played a major role in or-
ganizing the defense of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo
Vanzetti, two [talian immigrants framed up on murder
charges and executed in 1927, despite international pro-
tests.

In 1928, Cannon became convinced that the leadership
of the Comintern and of the U.S. CP were diverging on
fundamental political questions from the revolutionary
course they had originally set out upon. He was won to
the political fight being waged by Soviet leader Leon
Trotsky to maintain the program and strategy that had
been forged by the Comintern under the leadership of
Lenin.

When Cannon raised these views in CP leadership
bodies, he was expelled from the party, together with
other leading CP members — simply for their political
views. Cannon then helped form the Communist League
of America, later to become the Socialist Workers Party.
The Left Opposition in the U.S. recounts the early years
of that political struggle.

Defense of the Russian Revolution

The first issue of the Militant published the article in
defense of the Russian revolution reprinted here. This
was appropriate for the inaugural issue. The fight to build
a communist movement in the Uniited States began with
the victory of the October 1917 revolution in Russia.
That revolution was not only a historic world event — the
first time the workers and peasants of any country took
and held state power — it also showed the working-class
vanguard around the world that they could do the same in
their own country. This perspective -of organizing the
workers and farmers with the goal of taking political
power had been lacking in the pre-1917 workers move-
ment in the United States and elsewhere.

The fight Cannon took up in 1928 was a defense of that
same perspective. “The present Opposition fought for the
Russian revolution since 1917 and for the Communist In-
ternational since the first day its banner was raised,” Can-
non and the other expelled CP leaders wrote in 1929.
“Our fight today is a continuation on the same line and
for the same basic principles.”

After 1923, the revolutionary internationalism of the
Russian Communist Party and the Comintern — led by
Lenin — had been replaced by the anti-internationalist
perspective of Joseph Stalin. This perspective subordi-
nated workers’ struggle around the world to the perceived
diplomatic interests of the bureaucratic caste that had
usurped power in the Soviet Union, thereby weakening
the defense of the Soviet workers’ state. Many leaders of
the U.S. CP were losing their revolutionary bearing
under the influence of the Stalin-led majority in the Com-
intern.

The interconnection between the defense of the revolu-
tionary heritage of the Comintern and of the U.S. CP was
stressed by Cannon and other expelled CP leaders in
1929. “Our fight as a part of the International Opposition
for the Leninist line on a world scale,” they wrote, “is at
the same time a fight to preserve the Communist move-
ment in America and to build it into a working-class
power able to fulfiil its great historic mission.”

In the period after their 1928 expulsion from the CP,
the Communist League of America members devoted
much of their work to convincing CP members and sup-
porters that they should wage a political fight to maintain

James Cannon:
‘Soviet Union
— foriress

of world
revolution’

the party’s continuity with Lenin and the Bolsheviks. It
was toward this end that Cannon and others launched the
Militant in November 1928. Many of Cannon’s articles
from the Militant are included in this first volume of his
writings.

Also in this book are some of Cannon’s articles discuss-
ing problems facing communist militants in the trade
union movement. His articles on the struggles of south-
ern textile workers and New York garment workers will
be of interest to socialist workers active in these unions
today.

Consolidating a communist nucleus

Above all, The Left Opposition in the U.S. is the story
of the battle to build and hold together a tiny ‘nucleus of
communist workers who were swimming against the po-
litical stream.

This was an extraordinarily difficult period for a com-
munist vanguard. The Great Depression began in 1929,
causing massive unemployment, drastic wage cuts, and
an all-out offensive by the rulers against the rights and
living standards of working people.

Yet, there was no significant working-class response
to these attacks until 1933. Workers were at first stunned
by the blows they were receiving and lacked the confi-
dence to fight back. A new leadership had not yet
emerged to challenge the entrenched conservative trade
union bureaucracy, which refused to organize a serious
fightback.

In a July 1931 article Cannon examined this situation:
“Will the workers fight back? Will they take up the de-
fensive struggle on a wide front within the year? There
are a few signs of such a development, but they are iso-
lated and sporadic as yet. It must be admitted that a seri-
ous defensive struggle, involving masses of workers, has
not yet begun.”

On top of this, the degeneration of the CP had led to
demoralization among many vanguard workers, who
were losing faith in the possibility of building a revolu-
tionary party.

These enormous pressures could not fail to have an im-
pact on the small vanguard of 100 or so revolutionists
grouped in the Commuist League of America. As Can-
non wrote in early 1931, “The weight of objective cir-
cumstances pressed down upon us, and our movement
seemed to progress at a snail’s pace.” Recruitment fell
way off, there was little possibility for participating in the
mass movement, and the Communist League was beset
by dire financial difficulties that even threatened the con-
tinued publication of the Militant.

Yet, even amidst these adverse circumstances, Cannon
fought to maintain the organization’s proletarian orienta-
tion. The Communist League took advantage of every
available opening to participate in the unions and other
working-class organizations. And it spared few efforts to
reach left-wing workers who looked to the Communist
Party ior leadership.

It was this orientation that enabled the Communist
League to survive through this period. As the working
class finally began to respond in subsequent years to the
capitalist attacks in a massive way, the Communist
League was in a position to participate in these struggles
which led to the formation of the Congress of Industrial
Organizations — and make important strides in building
a revolutionary workers party.

The Left Opposition in the U.S. chronicles this impor-
tant chapter in the struggle to maintain the continuity of
the communist movement in the United States. It is avail-
able for $8.95 from Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., New
York, N.Y. 10014. Include $.75 for postage and handl-
mng.

gll is copyright © 1981 and reprinted by permission of
Anchor Foundation, Inc.

James P. Cannon

Eleven years have gone by since the Russian workers
took the hammer of revolution in their hands and broke
the chain of world imperialism at its weakest link. The

history of the whole intervening period represents on the
one hand the efforts of the imperialists to forge the chain
together again and bind it tighter around the enslaved
masses and, on the other hand, the struggle of the pro-
letariat to tear it apart from the whole of humanity.

The Russian revolution was not merely a national
event — it was the beginning of and signal for the inter-
national proletarian revolution. Herein lies its ‘rue mean-
ing, its great historic significance. From this standpoint
the revolutionary workers of the world hail the cause of
Soviet Russia as their cause on the eleventh anniversary
of her October.

The Russian revolution broke forever the unity of the
world and divided it into two hostile camps — the camp
of imperialist exploitation and the camp of social revolu-
tion. At one polar extreme stands America, the strongest
imperialist world power. At the other stands the USSR,
the land of the workers’ rule. The antagonism between .
them, and the systems they represent, is irreconciliable.
They cannot live together permanently side by side. The
victory of the Soviet system on a world scale means the
liberation of enslaved humanity and its ascent to heights
of culture and achievement beyond our dreams — to
socialism and beyond that to communism. The victory of
imperialism would hurl civilization into the abyss. Such
is the issue of the epoch of wars and revolutions in which
we live and fight.

The Russian revolution revivified the revolutionary
movement of the world and inspired the proletarian mass-
es with new confidence and hope. It lifted up the banner
of socialism, trampled in the mud of social patriotism by
the traitor leaders of the Socialist parties, and made it
again synonymous with internationalism. Lenin, the
leader of the Russian revolution, was also the leader of
the Communist International, which arose out of the
ruins brought about by social treason in the war. Eleven
years of the dictatorship of the proletariat has confirmed
everything that Lenin taught about the international sig-
nificance of the revolution and the indissoluble bonds be-
tween it and the world proletariat.

Soviet Russia is the fortress of the world revolution.
While it stands, the imperialist system shakes on its foun-
dations. Every attempt at stabilization brings greater in-
security and deeper contradictions. The example and the
brotherly help of Soviet Russia inspires and strengthens
the movement of the workers and oppressed peoples
throughout the world. The flag of our socialist fatherland
is the flag of our hope. On this eleventh anniversary we
again hail it as our own.

Between the Soviet republics united in the USSR and
the international revolutionary proletariat there is an or-
ganic connection. They are bound together spiritually
and politically. They are united by ties of mutual solidar-
ity which no power on earth can break. Just as the Soviet
republics constitute an impregnable fortress of the world
revolution, so is the international proletariat the protector
of the Soviet republics. The revolutionary workers see in
every blow aimed at Soviet Russia a blow aimed at their
own cause, and react against it as such. The defense of
the Soviet Union is our own fight. It is and will be a cen-
tral rallying slogan of the labor militants of the entire
world. “Defend the Soviet Union!™ is a slogan leading
the ' workers to follow the example of the Russian revolu-
tion. So they must conceive it. So will the victory of
socialism in Russia and throughout the world be finally
secured.

The victory of the Russian proletariat grew out of the
World War. The establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat in Russia and the organization of the Com-
munist International — two vast achievements histori-
cally linked together — are the plus signs against the
slaughter of the millions and the collapse of the Second
International. The imperialist warmakers and their
“Socialist” lackeys unleashed forces which they could
not control.

The imperialist masters of the world want to take back
these gains of the workers wrested out of the bloody pit of
war and revolution. Armaments are being multiplied on
an unprecedented scale. War clouds darken the skies.
War plans grow apace. They are aimed primarily at
Soviet Russia and through it at the entire international
labor movement.

The celebrations of the workers throughout the world
on this eleventh anniversary of the Russian revolution
must therefore be dominated above all by the solemn
realization of the war danger and the steel resolve to meet
it by revolutionary means; by the resolve to put all our
weight and all our sacrifice in the scale for the cause of
Soviet Russia, which is the cause of the oppressed and
exploited.
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‘Women and Revolution in Viet Nam'

Women and Revolution in Viet Nam, by Arlene
Eisen. London, Zed Books, Ltd., 1984, 294 pages,
$10.75 paperback. Available from Pathfinder Press,
410 West St., New York, N.Y. 10014. Please include
$.75 postage and handling.

BY MICHAEL PENNOCK

April 30 is the 10th anniversary of the final defeat of
U.S. armed forces in Vietnam. March 8 was Interna-
tional Women’s Day. Both are good dates to take notice
of an excellent new book, Women and Revolution in Viet
Nam. It was written by Arlene Eisen, who also wrote
Women in Viet Nam in 1974,

Women and Revolution in Viet Nam deals with both the
struggle of Vietnamese women and the struggle of all
Vietnamese to defeat Washington's ongoing campaign of

BOOK REVIEW

economic sabotage, the U.S.-inspired invasion by China
in 1979, and the U.S.-directed war against Kampuchea
(formerly Cambodia).

All of this comes after the Vietnamese people were
practically bled white by 30 years of French and U.S. ag-
gression against Vietnam'’s efforts to free itself from co-
lonial domination. It is useful to review the appalling
statistics, especially since there is a new generation of
workers in this country who don’t remember when the
war was a daily feature on television news, and who
weren’t one of the three million soldiers who did a tour of
duty in Vietnam.

U.S. war

In the 10 years that Washington’s troops waged war
against Vietnam — 1965-1975 — two million in a coun-
try of 50 million, were killed. Three million were
wounded. One million women were widowed and
800,000 children were orphaned.

Agent Orange, a chemical plant-killer dropped by
U.S. planes in massive quantities in the south, has caused
a huge increase in cancer and birth defects. Miscarriages
have gone from 1 percent of pregnancies to 15 percent in
some areas.

At the height of the war, there were more than half a
million GIs in Vietnam. At the same time, half a million
women in the south were forced into prostitution. Rape
was a weapon the Pentdgon consciously used and sys-
lemanca!ly encoumged in order to terrorize the popula-
tion.

Women played many leading roles in the military fight
for national liberation. “*As producers, as organizers and
as fighters, Vietnamese women have made decisive con-
tributions to Viet Nam’s independence and post-war re-
construction. And, as they contributed their harvests and
fought in the ranks of the ‘Long-Haired Army,” they also
began to free themselves from their traditional oppression
as women,” explains Eisen.

Millions of women took part in farming, industrial
production, and social services to keep the economy run-
ning. They ran messages, participated in demonstrations,
and worked to keep up morale.

Some women were brigade commanders and antiair-
craft gunners.

Vietnam Women’s Union

The Vietnam Women’s Union, with more than 9 mil-
lion members by 1982, plays a leading role in the strug-
gle for women’s liberation. It was formed in 1930, the
first mass organization the new Indochinese Communist
Party helped to organize.

by Diane Wang
Women in both south and north Vietnam are being drawn into
all aspects of Vietnamese society. Social revolution in Vietnam
has laid basis for making advances toward liberation of
women possible.

&

. our first goal is to have peace and indepen-
dence. . . . Peace and independence are necessary condi-
tions for rebuilding our country. This is the first aspira-
tion of women because only with such conditions can we
be free to educate our children and build a better life.”
This is how Nguyen Thi Binh, vice-president of the
Women's Union, minister of education, and former sec-
ond-in-command of the armed forces in the south, de-
scribed the main goal of women in the country today.

Defense of the revolution and production are high
priorities, just as is defense of women’s rights. Produc-
tion to increase the material wealth of this impoverished
country is an important goal for women. Without it there
is no way to avoid being doomed to women'’s traditional
“double shift” of work at home and in the labor force,
which means little or no time for political and educational
activity, or even simple relaxation and entertainment.

Women are also determined to defend their govern-
ment against the current imperialist threats. They see the
role of their government as one which moves the struggle
for women’s liberation forward. This of course is in
sharp contrast to the U.S. government, which opposes
and is an obstacle to the struggle of women for their lib-
eration.

Child care

The development of child-care centers is a good exam-
ple of how the Vietnamese government works to improve
the condition of women. The material poverty in Viet-
nam cannot be overstressed. There are a great many
needs and far too many shortages. Not all needs can get
equal attention. Among social services, though, child
care gets a very high priority. This is seen as a foundation
for women's equality. It helps free more women to par-
ticipate in production and defense. And it is a partial tick-
et out of the double shift.

About half the work force in Vietnam is female, and
most women work outside the home. Nationwide, state-
provided child care is available for about 35 percent of
the children.

Tomas Borge on role of Nicaraguan police

Continued from ISR/2

Tactics must be understood and watched over so that
they contribute to, and not undermine, the revolution we
are defending:

A revolution that has the stamp of approval of the
‘majority, of the workers and peasants, of the poor.

A revolution that organizes production and distribution
with an unequivocal policy of justice and democracy.

A revolution that defends the homeland we have won.

A revolution that without reservation gives land to the
peasants.

A revolution that d(ldcks economic inequality at its
roots.

A revolution that ends the unequal development of the
different regions, while leaving the landscape intact and
seeking an understanding of the few but real national dif-
ferences.

A revolution that immortalizes man’s participation in
his work, in his community. in the economy, in defense,
and in political decision-making.

A revolution that liquidates discrimination against
women, leaving her gentleness, the miracle of her
motherhood, intact.

A revolution that revives its old songs, the glory of its
triumphal banners, the inevitable and beautiful existence
of its origins, and that knows how to open the way to new
forms of universal expression.

A revolution that seizes bits of sunlight to pass on to
future generations.

A revolution that receives and extends solidarity.

A revolution that affirms and denies us as individuals,
with the understanding that each one of us is a tiny parti-
cle in the great and immortal task of building a homeland
that belongs equally to each of us.

This is obviously short of what’s needed, and a big
burden remains for those women who cannot get their
children into the facilities. But it is 35 percent and grow-
ing. By way of contrast, government-provided child care
is available for 14 percent of Swedish children. And only
2 percent of working mothers in the United States have
federally subsidized child care provided for their chil-
dren. Of the many statistics about women in this book, I
found this one especially interesting, since I worked for
five years as a pre-school teacher.

Children in Vietnam are given the best this im-
poverished society has to offer, materially and emotion-
ally. For example, the mansion of the wife of the former
emperor, Bao Dai, is now a child-care center.

At another center in Ho Chi Minh City, the children
make some of their own toys from scrap material. Not
only do they learn the value of their labor, they take bet-
ter care of the toys and break them less often. This is not
to make a virtue out of practical necessity, however.
Vietnam is only beginning to be able to once again feed
its people. The life of all Vietnamese is difficult, and that
of women is more difficult than men.

“We have a heritage of . . . feudalism and capitalism.
We have fought two revolutions. No generation could
change this quickly.” This is how another Women's
Union vice-president, Ngo Ba Thanh, described the ob-
jective problems facing women.

Political gains being made by women are noted in
Women and Revolution in Viet Nam. Twenty-two percent
of the National Assembly is women. This is down a bit
from the pre-victory percentage of the northern assem-
bly. But there women had been moving forward in a so-
ciety that began its revolution in 1945 and overthrew
capitalism in 1954. The development of women in the
south, under U.S. imperialist domination until 1975,
lagged. Therefore, a reunified assembly reflects both
forces at work.

Getting out truth about Vietnam

This is a valuable book, particularly at this time. As
the anniversary of the “fall of Saigon™ nears, the U.S.
government and the big-business media will crank up
their slanders of the Vietnamese revolution to the max.
There is a flood of books being produced that attempt to
justify the U.S. intervention in Vietnam.

Women and Revolution in Viet Nam is one of only
three English-language books and pamphlets that I am
aware of that accurately describe and support the recon-
struction efforts of Vietnam. Ten Times More Beautiful,
by Kathleen Gough, published in 1978, is the other book.
Report from Vietnam and Kampuchea, published in 1984
by Militant correspondents Diane Wang and Steve Clark,
is the pamphlet. The pamphlet, like Eisen’s book, is
available from Pathfinder Press. The pamphlet costs
$2.00 plus $.75 postage and handling.

These items are valuable for today’s fighters against
Washington's new Vietnam in Central America. They
answer Washington’s lies about Vietnam and can inspire
opponents of U.S. intervention by showing how a people
determined to win national liberation can defeat the worst
that U.S. imperialism throws at them, and then move on
to build a better society.
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UMWA local beats back Klan-style threats

BY FRED FELDMAN

PITTSBURGH — A Ku Klux Klan-
style attempt to terrorize a Black unionist at
the Dowty Corp.’s plant in Warrendale has
been beaten back, due to the strong stand
taken by United Mine Workers (UMW)
Local 2-350.

Dowty Corp. is a British-based firm that
takes special pride in its extensive opera-
tions in racist South Africa. It employs
about 100 workers in the Warrendale plant,
assembling and repairing roof supports and
conveyors for longwall mining.

On February 4, Monday, a worker found
a piece of toilet paper in a bathroom stall
with a death threat against a Dowty worker
scrawled on it.

“Mr. Nigger Al Duncan,” it read, “Why
don’t all you commes [commies] lev
[leave] Dowty before you all Die you fuc-
ken Black fucken Nigger Bastered. All you
fucken Nigger should be hung you your
fucken balls till dead. Ha. Ha. Ha!”

Al Duncan was hired at Dowty three
years ago, the first Black employed at the
plant. At the time of the death threat, there
were two Black production workers. Like
many other Dowty workers, Duncan is an
active union member who regularly partici-
pated in picket lines during a six-month
strike in 1982.

Duncan is a socialist. He was a Socialist
Workers Party candidate for Congress in
1984.

The death threat against Duncan (and
unnamed others) came several weeks after
someone posted a pro-Klan magazine arti-
cle on the union bulletin board. Union offi-
cers promptly took it down. At about this
time, racist graffiti in the men’s bathroom
multiplied.

Duncan showed the death threat to Local
2350 president, Randy Deemer. The union
asked for a meeting with the general pro-
duction supervisor. He agreed to post a
notice warning against racist threats.

No notice was posted the next day, how-
ever. And the KKK-style operation esca-
lated.

That night another worker handed
Deemer a racist death threat directed at
Duncan and others, which had been found
in the bathroom. This note was signed
“KKK.” And Deemer himself was the
target of threatening graffiti signed “kkk”
in a bathroom stall.

Union officers consulted and decided to
put out their own statement. They proposed
informing the police of the threats. And
they asked for another meeting with com-
pany officials.

On Monday morning — February 11 —
the company had still not posted the prom-
ised statement. In the early afternoon, the
company finally posted its statement. It
dissociated the company f{rom graffiti
“pointed toward discrimination, race and
political beliefs,” and threatened to “start
the discharge procedure™ against “the cul-
prit(s).” '

By this time, Duncan and union officers
were agreed that stronger measures were
needed. Duncan left the plant. He
explained in a letter to the general produc-
tion supervisor that “I fear for my physical
safety at work as a result of the racially
motivated threats directed against me.”

A copy was sent to Robert Pitts, presi-
dent of the Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania,
NAACP.

The fears of Duncan and union officials
that the company’s mild statement
wouldn’t deter the KKK-style threats
proved well-founded. That afternoon a
Black doll was found in the men’s room,
hanging by its neck from the sprinkler sys-
tem.

The union asked the company to hold
meetings for the afternoon and day shifts
on the racist threats.

Yielding to union demands and fearing
that its own image would be tarnished by
permitting KKK-style terrorism in the
plant, the company held meetings for after-
noon and day shifts. This time, the general
supervisor threatened those responsible for
the threats with immediate firing.

Continued on Page 21

Impact of Ohio banking crisis

BY MORRIS STARSKY

CINCINNATI — Ohio’s 71 privately
insured Savings and Loan companies (S
and Ls) have now reopened for limited
withdrawals under a rescue plan passed by
the legislature on March 21 in an
emergency session.

Ohio Gov. Richard Celeste, a Demo-
crat, had ordered the S and Ls closed on
March 15 to prevent depositors from with-
drawing their money.

For several days working people across
the state didn’t know if they would see any
of their money again. It brought home the
fact that workers and farmers have no con-
trol over capitalist institutions such as
banks, which exist to serve the rich.

The crisis began on March 9 when Home
State Savings and Loan, Ohio’s largest pri-
vately insured savings institution, col-

lapsed. Home State had 50 percent of its .

deposits invested in ESM Group Inc., a
securities firm closed by federal court order
on March 4 and currently under criminal
investigation. As working people with de-
posits learned of this, they formed long
lines around Home State to try to get their
money out.

When Home State closed its doors, de-
positors at other privately insured S and Ls
became concerned that the private insur-
ance fund misnamed the Ohio Deposit
Guarantee Fund (ODGF) would be wiped
out by Home State’s losses. It was to head
off this concern that Governor Celeste an-
nounced the formation of a new insurance
fund with $40 million contributed by the
state from taxpayers.

Despite the new fund and the governor’s
assurances that their money was safe,
many depositors camped out all night
March 20 at S-and-L branches to close
their accounts.

When workers and farmers learned that
the S and Ls were closed by an executive
order, they were angry and disappointed.
The closing of the S and Ls left millions of
working people with no access to their hard
earned money.

As anger and resentment spread, the
governor travelled around the state trying
to restore confidence in the savings institu-

tions. A toll-free number was set up where
depositors could call to get “reassurances”
from representatives of the governor that
the banking system was secure.

As pressure mounted, the governor un-
veiled his rescue plan. The S and Ls could
reopen as soon as they applied and proved
that they qualified for FSLIC insurance.
However, while FSLIC insurance was
pending, withdrawals would be limited to
$750 per month.

Meanwhile there is no relief in sight for
the half million working people whose
money is frozen in Home State. Governor
Celeste says he is trying to find a buyer for
Home State that will assume liability for the
depositors’ money. But he hasn’t had any
offers. Home State depositors may never get
their money back and they are angry.

At Dayton, a public meeting of Home
State depositors drew 2,500 people. A
similar meeting held in Cincinnati drew
5,000. One speaker at the Cincinnati meet-
ing demanded that Home State deposits be
guaranteed by the state.

Several hundred Home State depositors
from Cincinnati and Dayton held a demon-
stration at the capitol in Columbus. They
carried signs demanding their money and
reminding Celeste that their deposits were
supposed to be guaranteed in full. The pro-
testors demanded to meet with the gover-
nor, but he would only talk to a handful of
delegates. One woman told the media that
the S and Ls and the elected officials were
not concerned about the ordinary de-
positors, just the big investors.

With their life savings frozen, Home
State depositors were rightly angered by
the news that the owner of Home State,
Marvin Warner, withdrew $37 million
from ESM before it collapsed. To add in-
sult to injury, a federal court in Florida al-
lowed the owner of ESM to withdraw
$300,000 of the frozen assets of that com-
pany to pay personal expenses, like main-
taining his home, farm, and vacation
places.

Several class-action suits have been filed
by Home State depositors against Warner,
the ESM owners, ODGF and state’ offi-
cials.
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UMWA Local 2350 members picket during 1982 strike. Local recently beat back
Klan-style attempt to weaken union by driving out Black worker.

Bolivian unions call off
16-day general strike

BY TOM LEONARD

A 16-day general strike was called off on
March 24 at a mass meeting in La Paz,
Bolivia, by Gonzal Viscarra, press secre-
tary of the Bolivian Labor Confederation.

Viscarra told the meeting, “We have lost
a battle, but not the war.” He also reported
that the occupation of the Bolivan capital
by 10,000 tin miners “has been a social
victory without precedent.” The strike was
called off three days after 2,000 troops and
armed riot police were mobilized to repress
that country’s fifth general strike in a little
over a year.

The mobilization was ordered by Pres.
Hernan Siles Zuazo on the 13th day of the
strike, which had paralyzed the economy.
The move came after leaders of the Boli-
vian Labor Confederation had earlier re-
jected the government’s conditions for a
settlement. These included a wage increase
of 322 percent and an offer for union offi-
cials to participate in the government.

The Labor Confederation had demanded
wage increases of up to 500 percent, plus a
cost-of-living allowance to offset the
skyrocketing inflation that has devastated
the standard of living of workers, farmers,
and sections of the middle class.

" The wage increases demanded by the
strikers sound high until they are compared
with the national inflation, which some
sources claim could reach an annual rate of
115,000 percent for 1985. The official ex-
change rate of the Bolivian peso, for exam-
ple, is now 50,000 to one U.S. dollar, and

Bolivian woman hunger striker in La
Paz with sign supporting Bolivian Con-
federation of Labor.

is 120,000 to one on the black market.

The inflation is fueled by pressure from
banks in imperialist countries like the
United States, which are pressuring
Bolivia to resume interest payments on
loans totaling $4.86 billion. Most of the
debt was built during the 18 years that a
U.S.-backed military government ran the
country.

When the present civilian government
was elected in October 1982, it inherited a
nearly depleted national treasury and by the
middle of 1984 was forced to declare a
moratorium on interest payments to the im-
perialist banks.

Since that time, President Siles Zuazo,
with promises of $200 million in aid from
the Reagan administration, has attempted
to drive down the living standards of Boli-
vians as a means of raising money to re-
sume payment on the loans.

The government has also tried to initiate
an austerity program to drive down wages
on four separate occasions. Each has been
met by massive resistance organized by the
militant tin miners union.

From October 1982 until November
1984, the Bolivian Communist Party
(PCB) participated in Siles Zuazo's auster-
ity government. This precipitated a dispute
inside the PCB that led to the resignation of
two PCB cabinet members from the gov-
ernment.

On February 16, the political dispute led
to the removal of first secretary Jorge
Kolle, who had headed the PCB for 18
years. He was replaced by Simén Reyes, a
member of the tin miners union.

During the general strike, some 10,000
miners traveled to La Paz to lead mass
meetings and demonstrations protesting the
government’s austerity program.

They were supported by other workers in
Bolivia's capital city, La Paz, who also
provided them with shelter. In addition,
housewives and poor women food vendors
shared scarce food supplies with the min-
ers.

Most of the middle class also supported
the strike, and nearly all of the shops in La
Paz were closed.

Reports from Bolivia say the general
strike was deeper and more radical than the
four previous ones. After their refusal to
participate in president Siles Zuazo’s pro-
capitalist austerity government, leaders of
the Labor Confederation have been push-
ing for more radical solutions to the eco-
nomic crisis. The Labor Confederation’s
general secretary Juan Lechin, who also
heads the miners union, has called upon
workers to “join the parties of the left and
form a real alternative for the people.”

With the government on the verge of
collapse, President Siles Zuazo was re-
cently pressured into calling new national
elections on June 16, 1985 — a year sooner
than they were originally scheduled.

Subscribe to Perspectiva Mundial, biweekly,
Spanish-language sister publication of the
Militant. $2.50 for 6 issues, $8 for 6 months,
or $16 for one year. Write to 408 West St.,
New York, New York 10014.
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YSA builds April 20, sets nat’l convention

BY HARRY RING

NEW YORK — Members of the Young
Socialist Alliance are preparing for the or-
ganization’s national convention, which
will be held in Chicago Memorial Day
weekend, May 25-27.

The gathering will celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of the founding of the organiza-
tion.

In an interview, two leaders of the YSA
discussed the convention.

Peter Thierjung is the YSA’s national
secretary and editor of the paper, the Young
Socialist.  YSA staff member Ellen
Haywood is a member of the organiza-
tion’s National Executive Committee and a
writer for the paper.

Thierjung first joined the YSA in 1976
as an at-large member in DeKalb, Illinois.
He was going to college there and also
working in a local restaurant.

“I was involved in a union organizing
drive where I worked,” he said. “And on
campus, we were in a big fight against
budget cutbacks.

“The YSA in Chicago heard things were
happening and they began coming out to
the campus. They would set up a literature
table and talk to the students.

“I was interested and began reading the
Young Socialist, and the Militant, which
they were also selling.

“I asked them to do a campus class on
socialism. One result of the class was that |
joined.”

Later Thierjung was a factory worker in
upstate New York and a member of the
Sheet Metal Workers union. In 1982, he
was the Socialist Workers Party candidate
for lieutenant governor of New York.

Ellen Haywood first met the YSA during
the big fight in defense of school busing in
Boston in the mid-1970s.

Just out of high school, she wanted to
fight the racists and joined the National
Student Coalition Against Racism. Mem-
bers of the YSA were actively involved in
the organization. In discussions, Haywood
became convinced that capitalism was the
root source of racism, and a lot of other so-
cial evils, and she joined the YSA.

Later, as a member of the YSA and
Socialist Workers Party, she worked as a
coal miner and then a steelworker in
Alabama.

Then, before joining the YSA national
staff, she was a garment worker in New
York and a member of the International
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. “Local
23-25,” she said. “The biggest local in the
union.”

Building April 20

At the time of the interview, Haywood
had just returned from Washington, D.C.
For more than a month she had been re-
lieved of her assignment in the YSA na-
tional office to serve as a full-time volun-
teer worker at the Washington office of the
April 20 coalition.

The YSA convention had originally
been scheduled for the first weekend in
April. But, Thierjung explained, “With the
April 20 action getting off the ground, it
was clear that this had to be the number one
priority for the YSA. We felt that our entire
membership had to go all out in building
the demonstration and we decided that in
order to do that it would be necessary to
postpone the convention.

“I certainly don’t think we lost anything
by doing that,” he added. “Coming on the
heels of the April action will make this a
really exciting convention. One of the most
important things the convention will have
to do is think through where we go from
here in building the antiwar movement.
We'll be assessing the present U.S. and
world political situation, particularly the
government’s moves to escalate the war in
Central America. In that framework we can
better discuss where we're at in building
the movement.”

Also, he continued, the YSA has been
working to help deepen organized labor’s
opposition to the war. The convention, he
said, “will give us a chance to measure
what we were able to accomplish on this,
as well as in the important work in the
Black and Latino communities, and among
students.”

Haywood added that, in addition to
being unstinting activists in the antiwar
movement, YSAers had a particular con-
tribution to make by way of their political
perspective. “We’re a revolutionary
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to 1983 YSA convention in St. Louis.

socialist organization,” she explained,
*and we work to win people to the idea that
the war and all the other things were fight-
ing against — racism, sexism, unemploy-
ment — are products of capitalism, and in
fighting against them, if you're finally
going to get rid of them, you have to go
beyond capitalism.”

An uninterrupted history

Discussing the 25th anniversary of the
founding of the YSA, Thierjung noted that
the YSA is the only radical youth organiza-
tion in the country with an uniterrupted his-
tory going back that far.

“And we have the right to say we’ve
been consistent,” he added. “We stood by
our principles, what we’re fighting for. It’s
interesting today when we’re building
April 20, fighting to get this government
off Nicaragua’s back. Well, the YSA was
established in 1960 out of the fight to de-
fend Cuba. The Cuban revolution was then
only a year old and it was facing U.S.
armed might, as well as the blockade
which they’'ve maintained until this day.
Right from the beginning, the YSA was a
champion of the Cuban revolution in this
country, like today it’s also a champion of
the Nicaraguan revolution.

Returning to the question of the April ac-
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tion, Haywood talked of her experiences in
the Washington coalition office.

“There’s been a real pickup in activity
among young people,” she observed. “I
think they've been ready for a this a long
time. For some kind of a big national pro-
test activity. What I noticed in discussions
is that people are saying, ‘Finally. Finally
somebody called a national action.’

“I think it's one of the things that’s at-
tracting people to the YSA,” she added.
“The fact that we've been very excited,
superoptimistic about this action.”

Young Socialist

Thierjung agreed. “*Another indication,”
he said, “is the sale of the Young Socialist.
The last issue had a press run of 4,000 and
we sold it out completely. I think we have
one copy left in the office.”

The new issue of the Young Socialist
will be off the press April 4 and Thierjung
was confident that it will also enjoy a good
sale.

The reason, he explained, is that YSA
members are now also involved in helping
to carry through the sales campaign of the
Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. Both
publications reflect the views of the
Socialist Workers Party, and the YSA
stands in political solidarity with the party.

“What's interesting,” Thierjung com-
mented, “is that when we get out selling
the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial, the
sales of the Young Socialist tend 10 go up
too. It’s a kind of concrete case of how our
political ties with the SWP have always
been mutually beneficial.

“One of the things we find is attracting
young people to the YSA today,” he con-
tinued, “is seeing that we’re part of the
labor movement. A majority of our mem-
bers are in the industrial unions. And
people see we're getting a hearing among
workers for our ideas. that we’re part of the
debate that’s going on in the labor move-
ment. And also the fact that we're showing
you can carry out antiwar activity within
the unions, and make progress.™

He told of a class on socialism Boston
YSA members are now conducting at a
New Hampshire college. It began when a
student there was in Boston and bought a
copy of the Militant during a community
street sale.

He liked it enough to subscribe. After
reading several issues he came back to
Boston and visited the YSA and SWP
headquarters. He asked if the YSA could
lead a class for himself and some of his
friends who were interested in socialism.

He and another of the participants in the
class now want to organize a YSA chapter.

“It was interesting,” Thierjung said.
“One of the things that attracted him about
the Militant was the. weekly column on
selling the paper at the plant gates. He
liked the idea of a socialist paper that was
serious about reaching workers with its
message.”

Who will be attending the YSA conven-
tion?

Members of the organization will be
there as delegates or guests. Members of
the SWP will also be attending.

And very important, Haywood and
Thierjung stressed, is that in line with the
YSA’s internationalist outlook, members
of socialist youth organizations in other
countries will be there.

Finally, the YSA leaders emphasized,
the convention will warmly welcome all
those who are interested in the YSA’s ideas
and activities and want to learn more about
it.

Opponents of draft face new attacks

BY ANDREA GONZALEZ

NEW YORK — The Supreme Court’s
March 19 decision that the federal govern-
ment did not violate the Constitution when
it prosecuted young men who publicly re-
fused to register for the draft is a blow to
the political rights of all working people. It
is aimed at intimidating all opponents of
the U.S. war in Central America.

The decision resulted from an appeal of
a California federal district court’s decision
to dismiss the case against one nonregis-
trant, David Wayte, on the basis that he
had been selectively prosecuted for his
vocal opposition to draft registration.
Wayte, after deciding not to register for the
draft, had written letters to the Selective
Service and the White House explaining
his opposition.

Over one million young men between
between 18 and 26 years of age, born after
Jan. 1, 1963, refused to register for the
draft after registration was reinstituted by
President Carter in 1980. In an attempt to

terrorize these youths, the government in- -

itiated its “passive enforcement” policy,
indicting those youths who had, through
letters or other means, publicly expressed
their opposition to registration for the draft.
Under this policy, 18 young men have been
indicted.

In its decision, the Supreme Court said
that no selective prosecution was involved
in this process because of what the Court
called the government’s “beg policy.”™ Ac-
cording to Supreme Court Justice Lewis F.
Powell, Jr., who wrote the decision, under
this policy a federal agent visited the youth
and begged him to change his mind and re-
gister.

Gillam Kerley, one of the 18 youths in-
dicted, told the Militani that the agents who
visited nonregistrants didn’t beg. "It was
more of a threat — more like, ‘unless you
change your mind you will be prosecuted. ™

A visit from a federal agent does not
change the fact that these young men were
singled out simply because they exercised
their democratic right to publicly disagree
with and protest government policy. “The
decision is a go ahead for the government
to single out activists opposed to govern-
ment policy for prosecution,” Kerley said.

Peter Thierjung, National Secretary of
the Young Socialist Alliance (YSA) in a
statement condemning the decision said,
“The Supreme Court’s decision comes at
the same time that Washington is waging a
war to overthrow the workers’ and farmers’
government of Nicaragua. It is part of the
government’s preparation for direct inter-
vention with U.S. troops in Central Amer-
ica and Caribbean when Washington de-
cides such a step is necessary.

“Draft registration today is a step toward
the conscription of thousands of working-
class youth tomorrow to fight and die in
Central America to defend Washington’s
imperialist grip on the region.” Thierjung
said.

As part of the decision, the Supreme
Court upheld the government’s right to
carry out whatever “incidental limitations
on First Amendment freedoms™ are jus-
tified by the need “to insure its own secu-
rity.” The decision continued, “Unless a
society has the capacity and will to defend
itself from the agressions of others, con-
stitutional protections of any sort have little
meaning.”

This can only be interpreted as a threat to
anyone opposed to the U.S. war in Central
America, which the government tries to
Jjustify by claiming that it is a question of
defending national security.

Bill Smith, one of David Wayte's attor-
neys, told the Militant that the decision re-
flected “the court’s willingness to go along
. .. |and] find justifications for any federal

government action” to victimize opponents
of U.S. foreign policy.

Thierjung, speaking for the YSA, called
on “all those opposed to draft registration
and the U.S. government’s war in Central
America and the Caribbean — especially
the young workers and farmers who will
become the cannon fodder — to attend and
help build the April 20 demonstrations for
Peace, Jobs and Justice that have been
called for Washington, D.C., San Fran-
cisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, and Houston.

“These actions are a needed response to
the rapidly escalating U.S. intervention in
Central America and the increased attacks
on the rights of working people here at
home."

Come to the YSA Convention
in Chicago, May 25-27, 1985
Please send me more information
on the YSA and the convention.

I would like to join the YSA.
Contact me.

Please send me a catalogue of
socialist literature.

Enclosed is $3.00 for six issues of
the Young Socialist, the news-
paper of the YSA.

Enclosed is $1.50 for the Organiz-
ing the YSA handbook.

Name
Address
City
Phone
Union/school/org.

Mail to: YSA, 14 Charles Lane,
New York, N.Y. 10014

State Zip




‘Revolution can
neither be exported
nor avoided’

Fidel Castro’s speech in Nicaragua

By ANDREA GONZALEZ

On January 11 Cuban president Fidel
Castro spoke at the inauguration of the Vic-
tory of July sugar mill in Nicaragua. This
milk, the most modern in Central America,
was built with the financial and technical
aid of the Cuban government and Cuban
workers.

During his speech he announced that
Cuba had decided to cancel Nicaragua’s
debt for the mill. Castro emphasized that
the government-owned mill “belongs to the
Nicaraguan people. All that is produced,
saved, and all profits are for the Nicara-
guan people.”

In this same speech Castro explained
many important points including: inter-
nationalism, the tasks of a workers and
farmers government, the recent Nicara-
guan elections, and the responsiblity, diffi-

culties, and rewards of being a revolution-

ary.

Castro developed two points of special
importance to workers in the United States.
He explained the causes of the conflict in
Central America, exposing the U.S. gov-
ernment’s slanderous charge that Nicara-
gua is “exporting” revolution. And he pro-
poses ways to achieve real peace.

This speech is published in full for the
first time in English in the April 1 issue of
Intercontinental Press. (To obtain a copy
of this issue, or to subscribe to IP, see ad
on page 6.)

Revolutions can’t be exported

“Revolution can neither be exported or
avoided,” Castro said. Reviewing the his-
tory of Latin America from the 19th cen-
tury wars of independence to the Mexican
revolution that began in 1910, Castro
asked, “Since the October Revolution [in
Russia] had not yet occurred, who would
they blame?”

Castro pointed out that when Nicaraguan
national hero, Augusto César Sandino, was
fighting the U.S. Marines occupying Nica-
ragua in 1927, Castro was not yet one year
old. “Can the Cuban revolution be blamed
for Sandino’s struggle?”

“In the 1930s” Castro said, “before the
Cuban revolution and long before the Nic-
araguan revolution, there were uprisings
and great struggles in El Salvador.”

Turning to the experiences of the Cuban
revolution, he said, “if we had wanted to
import our revolution, we had nowhere to
place an order.”

Poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition, un-
employment, and repression, Castro said,
are “the sources of the peoples’ struggles.”
“Who,” he asked, “can export these condi-
tions?” '

Just as it is ridiculous to believe revolu-
tion can be exported, Castro said, it is
equally ridiculous to “think that a revolu-
tionary country would carry out a military
adventure against its neighbors.”

Such action, the Cuban leader said, “is
contrary to the ideas of any revolutionary
party in our hemisphere.” Any such adven-
ture Castro pointed out, would be used as a
pretext by the U.S. government to invade
their country.

Castro reminded his audience that for 25
years the U.S. has occupied a part of
Cuba’s national territory, Guantdnamo
Bay, against the will of the Cuban people.
All Cubans know that this territory is being
occupied illegally, but, Castro said, never
has anyone thought to recover it by force.
To try to do so, Castro explained, would be
to give the U.S. government an opening to
invade Cuba.

‘Our people want peace’

“Our people want peace.... It is an
honest attitude. What can we gain from
war? War, for what?" But, Castro con-
tinued, “we will defend ourselves.” He
explained that this is what Nicaragua is
doing today, defending itself from the most
powerful imperialist country, the United
States.

“The world needs peace,” Castro said.

But “the enormous foreign debt, the high
interest rates, ... protectionist measures,
unequal trade, and exploitation against our
people are creating unbearable conditions
for our countries. These are the surefire
factors of revolution.” They, Castro
explained, are caused by imperialism.

To begin to resolve these problems, and
find the road to peace, Castro said, the for-
eign debt must be cancelled. “This is not an
absurd demand. It is the only possible sol-
ution to begin to resolve the Third World’s
present problems.” He pointed to the
United States that spends on arms each
year a sum almost equal to the entire Latin
American debt. Therefore, he said, “it is
not impossible for the economies of the
rich industrialized countries to assume that
debt.”

Peace “would not only be in the interest
of the countries of the region and the conti-
nent but also in the interests of the Ameri-
can people,” Castro said. Because, “our
people are not at all defenseless. An inter-
vention in Nicaragua would give rise to an
endless people's war ... that the world
would consider intolerable, a war which
the invaders would have to pull out in the
end.”

Castro continued, “our peoples do not
want these victories, this glory, that would
cost many U.S. lives on the one hand, and

g

Fidel Castro speaking at the opening of the Victory of July sugar mill in Nicaragua.

countless Latin American lives on the
other. No one wants that bloodshed, no one
ever wants this kind of war to begin. This is
why we can say with profound conviction
— not only realistic but with political and
revolutionary conviction — that our
peoples, and this includes the American
people, want peace, need peace.”

End dirty war against Nicaragua

Therefore, Castro explained, the Cuban
government and the Nicaraguan govern-
ment are “willing to cooperate” in any ef-
fort for peace.

A peaceful outcome requires a
negotiated political solution in El Sal-
vador. “It would be a tremendous mistake
to think that the Central America problem,
particularly in El Salvador, can be solved
through the extermination of all Salvado-
ran revolutionaries. These revolutionaries
have demonstrated their ability to fight,
their courage, and their morale in combat
for five years, and they are unbeatable.”

For there to be peace in Central Ameri-
ca, Castro said, “we must have agreements
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to guarantee Nicaragua's integrity and se-
curity against direct aggressions or dirty
war. This is essential.”

It is possible to have peace,” Castro
said. “This will require the good faith of
all, and all will have to make concessions
of one type or another. We cannot have
peace if some make concessions while
others make none. Peace based on the de-
mands of the other party is not peace, but
rather shameful surrender. And no revolu-
tionary country either sells itself or surren-
ders.”

In publishing this speech, Intercontinen-
tal Press provides an important tool in the
fight against the U.S. war in Nicaragua. It
also provides a weapon for those interested
in studying the revolutionary process in the
region.

* * *

The original Spanish text of Castro’s
speech is available in the April 1, 1985,
issue of Perspectiva Mundial. It can be or-
dered from 408 West St., New York, N.Y.
10014 for $.75.

Communist International book hailed

BY DON DAVIS

Since the publication last August of the
first volume of a new series on the Com-
munist International in Lenin’s time, Path-
finder Press has organized an effort to as-
sure its broadest possible distribution.

While the most important readership for
the book are fighters from the socialist
movement in the United States and other
countries, Pathfinder is also seeking to
bring the series to the attention of students
of  socialist history, commercial
bookstores, university libraries, and others
who may be interested in it.

The series will make available in English
for the first time the proceedings of the first
four Comintern congresses, as well as
other important material from this period of
exceptionally rich experiences and discus-
sions in the international workers’ move-
ment.

The first book, Lenin's Struggle for a
Revolutionary International,, deals with the
1907-16 preparatory years of the Comin-
tern, centering around the collapse of the
Second International with the outbreak of
the first interimperialist world war in 1914.

The first volume has already begun to re-
ceive favorable comments from academic
specialists in the field of Soviet Russian
history and politics.

A recent comment came from Prof.
Robert Daniels of the University of Ver-
mont, who has edited the two-volume A
Documentary History of Communism.
Daniels said that the first volume of the
new series “brings together an excellent
choice of important and revealing docu-
ments, hitherto difficult to come by, that il-
lustrate step by step the split in the Second
International and Lenin’s efforts to turn the
anti-war movement into a base for world
revolution. . . .

“This collection and the entire series,”
he wrote, “will be important resources for
any library of twentieth-century history.”

Ronald Suny, a professor at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, called the first volume
“an extraordinary debut for what promises
to be a distinguished series of books.

“If the remainder of the series maintains
the high standards of this initial volume,”
he said, “this publication will be used with
confidence by scholars and students inter-
ested in the experience of the Third Inter-
national.”

Such favorable comments will help get
the book placed in libraries and used in

classrooms, as well .as expand the reader-
ship among radical circles on university
campuses.

As part of its effort to promote this vol-
ume, Pathfinder Press has also placed full-
page ads in publications such as New Left
Review, Science and Society, and Slavic
Review.

In addition, Pathfinder has recently put
out a new commercial catalog prominently
featuring the Comintern series. It has been
mailed to 30,000 bookstores, librarians,
and professors in North America and
around the world.

Pathfinder has also published an Educa-
tion for Socialists bulletin to serve as a
study guide for the first volume. A number
of branches of the Socialist Workers Party
around the country have now begun or-
ganizing classes around the book as part of
their study of the works of Lenin.

A second volume in the series is due out

in August. It will include the most com-
plete account in any language of the March

1919 congress that founded the Communist
International. Debates on the question of
bourgeois democracy versus worker- and
peasant power that took place, both at the
congress and elsewhere in the working-
class movement of the day, form an impor-
tant part of the book.

It will also include speeches and writings
by Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht, and
Karl Kautsky on the German revolution of
November 1918 and the founding of the
German Communist Party the following
month. The writings of Lenin and other
Bolshevik leaders such as Leon Trotsky
and Karl Radek on the German revolution
will also be featured, in many cases ap-
pearing for the first time in English.

In addition to the full-time translation
and editorial staff working on the series, an
international team of individuals from 16
countries is participating in the massive ef-
fort to collect and then translate — espe-
cially from German and Russian — docu-
ments and background material from this
period.

Nicaraguan farmers tour Wisconsin

BY MINDY BRUDNO

MILWAUKEE — Farmers and other re-
sidents of the economically hard-hit area of
western Wisconsin had the opportunity to
hear Nicaraguan ranchers Juan and Piedad
Tijerino during their tour here March 11-
13. About 150 people attended three meet-
ings in the towns of River Falls, Clayton,
and Spring Valley.

The tour here was sponsored by the Wis-
consin Farm Unity Alliance. The Alliance
has been mobilizing farmers to fight for
government relief and against foreclosures.

The Tijerinos, who are leaders of the
Nicaraguan Union of Farmers and Ran-
chers, explained that the U.S.-financed
contras (counterrevolutionaries) are using
terror tactics against the civilian popula-
tion. In the course of the war, they
explained, some 800 farmers and ranchers
have been killed by the contras nationally.

Referring to the crisis facing U.S. farm-
ers, Juan Tijerino said, “The painful thing
is that the money that could be used to help
U.S. farmers is being used to kill Nicara-
guans.”

The Tijerinos defended the record of the
Sandinista government in relations to the

farmers. They explained that the govern-
ment had pardoned the debts built up under
the Somoza dictatorship and extended
long-term, low-interest loans.

The current emphasis is on technical and
material assistance to the farmers, they
said. Tens of thousands of Nicaraguans
have received title to land through the agra-
rian reform that began in 1979. By now,
most Nicaraguans who need or want land
have it.

Juan Tijerino, who was elected to Nica-
ragua’s national assembly in the recent
elections, explained that even though he is
not a member of the Sandinista National
Liberation Front, he ran on their slate be-
caue he supports their policies, as do a
majority of the Nicaraguan people.

The Tijerinos repeatedly emphasized
that Nicaragua's people and government
want peace. “The Nicaraguan government
has invited any member of the U.S. Con-
gress to tour our military bases without re-
striction to see that all of our equipment is
strictly for defense.

“We are a very small country and will
never be a threat to our sister nations.”
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—CALENDAR

CALIFORNIA
Oakland

The Farm Crisis: What Future for U.S.

Farmers? A panel discussion. Translation to
Spanish. Sat., March 30, 7:30 p.m. 3808 E 14th
St. Dormation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum.
For more information call (415) 261-3014.
Oakland Socialist Mayoral Campaign Bar-
becue. Sun., April 14, afternoon. Ausp:
Socialist Workers Campaign. For more infor-
mation call (415) 261-30H4.

COLORADO

Denver

Still No Justice: Kiko Martinez, Chicano
Victim of Federal Prosecution, Speaks Out,
Fri., April 5, 7:30 p.m. 25 W 3 Ave. Donation
$2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (303) 698-2550.

FLORIDA
Miami
Socialist Educational Weekend.

Classes on revolutionary continuity: 1.
“Marxist Leadership in the United States; the
Early Years 1848-1917.” Sat., March 30, 12
noon. 2. “Birth of the Communist Movement,
1918-22." Sat., March 30, 3 p.m. 3. “Lenin’s
Struggle for a Revolutionary International.”
Sun., March 31, 3 p.m. Speaker: Dick
McBride, Socialist Workers Party National
Committee member. Translation to Spanish and
Creole. 137 NE 54th St. Donation: $2. Ausp:
Militant Labor Forum and Socialist Workers
Party. For more information call (305) 756-
1020.

GEORGIA
Atlanta

Cuba Today: A U.S. Socialist Reports on the
Country Reagan Doesn’t Want Us to See.
Speaker: representative of Socialist Workers
Party. Fri., April 12, 7:30 p.m. 504 Flat Shoals
Ave. Donation: $2, Ausp: Militant Labor
Forum. For more information call (404) 577-
4065.

Freedom Struggle Benefit. Featuring jazz
singers, entertainers, and poets. The Ojeda
Penn Experience, Alice Lovelace, Woodie Neal
Parsons, and Lee Heuermann. Sat., April 13, 7
p.m. Atlanta Junior College Auditorium, 1360
Stewart Ave. Tickets: $4 in advance, $5 at the
door. Children free. Ausp: National Black Inde-
pendent Political Party. For more information
call (404) 622-4120 or 624-4331.

No More Vietnams in Central America and
Caribbean! Down With Apartheid in South
Africa! Join NBIPP on April 20 in going to
Washington, D.C., for the march against war
and oppression. For more information call (404)
622-4120 or 624-4331.

KENTUCKY

Louisville

Union Maids. Film documentary about women
and the labor movement in the 1930s. Discus-
sion to follow led by Jeanette Tracy, member
Socialist Workers Party and Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers Union Local 496.
Sun., March 31, 7 p.m. 809 E Broadway. Do-
nation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For
more information call (502) 587-8418.

MARYLAND

Baltimore

Nicaragua: What’s Behind Reagan’s Lies?
Speaker: John Holloway, recently returned
from international coffee brigade. Sat., March
30, 7:30 p.m. 2913 Greenmount Ave. Dona-
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more infor-

—IF YOU LIKE

Where to find the Socialist Workers Party,
Young Socialist Alliance, and socialist books
and pamphlets

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA,
205 18th St. S. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-
3079.

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 3750
West McDowell Road #3. Zip:.85009. Tel:
(602) 272-4026.

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP; YSA,
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3808 E 14th St.
Zip: 94601. Tel: (415) 261-3014. San Diego:
SWP, YSA, 1053 15th St. Zip: 92101. Tel:
(619) 234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, YSA,
3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255.
San Jose: SWP, YSA, 46'2 Race St. Zip:
95126. Tel: (408) 998-4007.

COLORADO: Penver: SWP, YSA, 25 W
3rd Ave. Zip: 80223. Tel: (303) 698-2550.

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 137 NE
54th St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 370486.
Zip: 33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee:
YSA, P.O. Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel: (904)
222-1018.
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mation call (301) 235-0013.
MASSACHUSETTS

Boston

Cuba: A Force in the Caribbean for Peace.
Panel to be announced. Sun., March 31, 7:30
p.m. 510 Commonwealth Ave., 4th floor (Ken-
more “T"). Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor
Forum. For more information call (617) 262-
4621.

Building a Coalition for Jobs, Peace and Jus-
tice: Join the April Actions — March on
Washington April 20! A panel of speakers.
Sun., April 7, 7:30 p.m. 510 Commonwealth
Ave., 4th floor (Kenmore T). Donation: $2.
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor-
mation call (617) 262-4621.

NEW YORK

Manhattan

Paul Robeson’s Civil Rights Activities in the
1940s and ’50s. Speaker: Paul Robeson, Jr.
Tue., April 2, 12:30 p.m. John Jay College,
room 1321 South Hall, 444 W 56 St. (btw. 9th
and 10th aves.). Ausp: John Jay College. For
more information call (212) 489-3585 or 489-
3547.

OHIO

Cincinnati

Crisis in Lebanon: The Role of Israel and the
United States. Speakers: Michael ltalie,
Socialist Workers Party candidate for city coun-
cil and member Young Socialist Alliance and
United Auto Workers; representative of UC
Arab Student Organization. Sun., March 31,
7:30 p.m. 4945 Paddock Rd. Donation: $2.
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor-
mation call (513) 242-7161.

Speak Out Against Toxic Chemical and
Radiation Poisoning of Environment. Speak-
ers: Dr. Shane Que Hec, Department of En-
vironmental Health, UC Medical Center; Will
Gates, Citizens Alliance for Responsible Ben-
zine Operations Now (CARBON); Joe Lom-
bardo, Socialist Workers Party, founding mem-
ber of Citizens Active Against a Radioactive
Environment; Elizabeth Meyers, member
United Steelworkers of America. Sun., April
14, 7:30 p.m. 4945 Paddock Rd. Donation: $2.
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor-
mation call (513) 242-7161.

Cleveland

The True Story of the Vietnamese Revolu-
tion. Speaker: Fred Feldman, Socialist Workers
Party National Committee member. Sat., April
13, 7:30 p.m. 15105 St. Clair Ave. Donation:
$3. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (216) 451-6150.

Toledo

Lessons of the British Miners Strike.
Speaker: Andrew Pulley, member Socialist
Workers Party National Committee, recently re-
turned from tour of British coalfields. Wed.,
April 3, 7 p.m. 2120 Dorr. Donation: $2. Ausp:
Militant Labor Forum. For more information
call (419) 536-0383. '

Family Farmers Struggle for Survival.
Speakers: John Burkett, executive board mem-
ber, Ohio Family Farm Movement; John Gaige,
member, Socialist Workers Party National
Committee. Sat., April 13, 7 p.m. 2120 Dorr.
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For
more information call (419) 536-0383.

OREGON

Portland

What Strategy to Fight Union-busting, War,
and Racism? A Socialist Perspective.
Speaker: Andrea Morell, Socialist Workers
Party National Committee member. Sat.,
March 30, 7:30 p.m. 2732 N Union. Donation;
$2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (503) 287-7416.

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia

THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP-

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat
Shoals Ave. SE. Zip: 30316. Tel: (404) 577-
4065.

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326-5853
or 326-5453.

KENTUCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA, 809
E. Broadway. Zip: 40204. Tel: (502) 587-8418.

LOUISIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA,
3207 Dublin St. Zip: 70118. Tel: (504) 486-
8048.

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 2913
Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 235-
0013.

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA,
510 Commonwealth Ave., 4th Floor. Zip:
02215. Tel: (617) 262-4621.

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 7146 W,

" McNichols. Zip: 48221. Tel: (313)862-7755.

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: SWP, YSA,
508 N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104, Tel:
(612) 644-6325.

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA,
4715A Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-
0404. St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 3109 S. Grand,
#22. Zip: 63118. Tel: (314) 772-4410.

Puerto Rico: Struggle Against U.S. Colonial-
ism. Speaker: Andrea Gonzilez, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for mayor of New
York and Militant staff writer. Sat., April 13,
7:30 p.m. 2744 Germantown Ave. Donation:
$2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (215) 225-0213.

UTAH
Salt Lake City

South Africa: Women and the Resistance.
Film: You Have Struck a Rock. Fri., April 5,
7:30 p.m. 767 S State St., 3rd floor. Donation:
$2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more informa-
tion call (801) 355-1124.

VIRGINIA

Newport News

British Miners’ Strike: Lessons for U.S.
Workers. Speaker: Kipp Dawson, Socialist
Workers Party, member United Mine Workers
Local 1197. Sat., March 30, 7 p.m. 5412 Jef-
ferson Ave., Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant
Forum. For more information call (804) 380-
0133.

WASHINGTON

Seattle

The Fight for Abortion Rights Worldwide.
Film showing: Abortion Stories From North
and South. an award-winning Canadian
documentary. Sat., March 30, 7:30 p.m. 5517
Rainier Ave. S. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant
Labor Forum. For more information call (206)
723-5330.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Leonard Peltier and the Fight for Native
American Rights. Speaker: Nudrat Sedigh,
leader, Leonard Peltier Support Group and
member Young- Socialist Alliance. Translation

to Spanish. Sat., March 30, 8 p.m. 3106 Mt.
Pleasant NW. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant
Labor Forum. For more information call (202)
797-7699.

WEST VIRGINIA

Charleston

Nicaragua: Workers and Farmers Mobilize
Against U.S. Aggression. A grand opening
Militant Forum. Speakers: Pearl Christy, mem-
ber Laborers Local 1353 and Socialist Workers
Party. Recently participated in Nicaragua har-
vest brigade. Sat., April 13. Open house, 6
p.m.; forum, 7 p.m. 422 Shrewsbury St., suite
210. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor
Forum. For more information call (304) 345-
3040.

Morgantown

Miners Fight Union-busting: Solidarity
Needed in Strike Against A.T. Massey.
Speaker: Joan Radin, member Socialist Work-
ers Party and United Mine Workers Local 2271.
Sat., March 30, 7 p.m. 221 Pleasant St. Dona-
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more
information call (304) 296-0055.

WISCONSIN

Milwaukee

Socialist Educational Weekend: With the
Cuban Women. Sat., March 30. Classes: “The
Origins of Women's Oppression,” 1 p.m. “The
Struggle for Women's Liberation Under
Capitalism,” 3 p.m. Film: With the Cuban
Women 7 p.m.

~ Speaker: Chris Breihan, member of Socialist
Workers Party and United Auto Workers Local
438. Travelled to Cuba in 1981. 4707 W Lisbon
Ave. Donation: $3.50. Ausp: Militant Labor
Forum. For more information call (414) 445-
2076.

Vietnam 10th victory celebration set

Continued from back page

part of its escalation of the war in Nicara-
gua and El Salvador. Washington hopes to
demoralize Central American revolution-
aries by showing how severely it punishes
its enemies. At home the propaganda blitz
tries to rewrite history and claim that the
massive movement against U.S. war in
Vietnam was futile and misguided.

In fact, the April 30, 1975, Vietnamese
victory was a victory for U.S. working
people also.

Despite the U.S. blockade, Chinese in-
vasion, and attacks by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rouge, Vietnam has made progress in re-
constructing the country and extending
health care, education, and social benefits.

On the international arena the April 30
victory shifted the balance of forces be-
tween U.S. imperialism and the world’s
oppressed. For years after, the Vietnamese
victory and legacy of the U.S. antiwar
movement made it more difficult for the
United States to use direct military inter-
vention in Angola, the Caribbean, and
Central America.

The experience of the Vietnam War
taught millions in the United States that it
could not trust its own government. The
antiwar movement showed that working
people could make a difference by mobiliz-
ing their own, independent political power.

Workers and farmers in the United
States have every reason to mark and cele-
brate the April 30 victory. Reviving the
lessons of Vietnam and explaining what
was won is a powerful contribution to the
fight against the new Vietnam-style war
being waged in Nicaragua and EI Salvador.

Normalizing relations with Vietnam is in
the direct self-interest of U.S. working
people. For example, chemical workers
and farmers who have been exposed to
dioxin, as well as Vietnam veterans con-
taminated by Agent Orange, need to have
the evidence from Vietnam’s experience
where so many people were contaminated.

The Vietnam 10th Anniversary Commit-
tee has brought together a broad range of
groups and individuals. Among the more
than 50 sponsors are the Antonio Maceo
Brigade; Norma Becker of the War Resis-
ters League; the Committee in Solidarity
with Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos; Prof.
Noam Chomsky; Citizen Soldier; the Com-
munist Party; Al Evanoff, secretary-trea-
surer of Local 1199] Hospital and Health
Care Workers; the Guardian newsweekly;
the National Lawyers Guild; People’s
Anti-War Mobilization; Philip Oke of the
Christian Peace Conference to the UN; the
Patrice Lumumba Coalition; Peace and
Solidarity Alliance; the Nicaraguan Sup-
port Project; Wilma Reverén of the Office
of International Information for the Inde-
pendence of Puerto Rico; Tony Russo, a
Pentagon Papers defendant; the Socialist
Workers Party; Walter Spencer of the New
York Committee in Solidarity With the
People of El Salvador; and the U.S. Peace
Council.

For more information about the May 5
rally, the Vietnam anniversary contingent
at the April 20 march, and other activities
write the Vietnam 10th Anniversary Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 303 Prince Street Station,
New York, N.Y. 10012; telephone (212)
286-0396.

NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 14]
Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341.

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany):
SWP, YSA, 352 Central Ave. 2nd floor. Zip:
12206. Tel: (518) 434-3247. New York: SWP,
YSA, 79 Leonard St. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212)
219-3679 or 925-1668.

NORTH CAROLINA: Piedmont: SWP,
YSA, 2219 E. Market. Greensboro. Zip:
27401. Tel: (919) 272-5996.

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad-
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161.
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 15105 St. Clair Ave.
Zip: 44110. Tel: (216) 451-6150. Columbus:
YSA, P.O. Box 02097. Zip: 43202. Toledo:
SWP, YSA, 2120 Dorr St. Zip: 43607. Tel:
(419) 536-0383.

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 2732 NE
Union. Zip: 97212. Tel: (503) 287-7416.

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: SWP,
YSA, 2744 Germantown Ave. Zip: 19133. Tel:
(215) 225-0213. Pittsburgh: SWP, YSA, 141
S. Highland Ave. Zip: 15206. Tel: (412) 362-
6767.

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, ¢/o Mike Rose, 7409
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923.

Dallas: SWP, YSA, 132 N. Beckley Road, Zip:
75208. Tel: (214) 943-5195. Houston: SWP,
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713)
522-8054.

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel:
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA,
767 S. State, 3rd floor. Zip: 84111. Tel: (801)
355-1124,

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (Newport
News): SWP, YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave., Zip
23605. Tel: (804) 380-0133.

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106
Mt: Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202)
797-7699.

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA,
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel:
(206) 723-5330.

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP,
YSA, 422 Shrewsberry St. Zip: 25301. Tel:
(304) 345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, YSA,
221 Pleasant St. Zip: 26505. Tel: (304) 296-
0055.

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA,
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414)
445-2076.



—THE GREAT SOCIETY

A real stumper — “WASH-
INGTON, March 19 — Federal
officials and public health experts
are asking why, in an age of med-

ical miracles, the decline in the in-
fant mortality rate has slowed per-
ceptibly.” — News item.

Another stumper — Why is it

there's full employment, racial
equality, and free pre- and post-
natal care, the infant mortality rate
continues to decline steadily?

Maybe a Gremlin agent? —
The Pentagon accused the press of
twisting a remark by war secretary
Weinberger that U.S. missile
launchers might be based in
Canada. A transcript of his re-
marks was then issued. Missing
were 11 words which confirmed
he had been correctly reported. In
Canada a perspiring U.S. aide said
the missing words were “inadver-
tently” dropped by an office
typist, and that it was “weird"” that
the omission covered only the con-
troversial point.

Aw shucks — He has big blue
eyes. He’s shy, warm, generous,
and neither smokes nor drinks. He
has great common sense and he’s
dead honest. That's how friends
and underlings describe Thomas
S. Murphy, as reported, with
straight face, by the New York
Times. Murphy heads Capital
Cities Communications, which
plunked down $3.5 billion for
ABC. A golfing crony confides, "I
think he bought ABC because he
thought he could make it better.”

Rattling the skeletons —
Former EPA director Anne Bur-
ford wants the government to pay
$211,000 in legal fees she incur-
red in a congressional probe. The

environmental agency had been
looking the other way while ad-
ministration business buddies neg-
lected to clean up poisonous waste
dumps. On White House instruc-
tion, Burford had stonewalled on
producing relevant documents. On
March 18, she threatened to sue
for the money, tersely declaring,
“If T sue it’s going to be ugly, I
promise you that.”

Got the message — The next
morning, the prez said he thought
Burford should be paid.

Equal pay for equal worth —
CIA dirctor Casey has put in for a
raise to bring him from $75.000 to
$86.,000. It’s a matter of principle

as well as money for the cloak-
and-dagger chief since he’s al-
ready a millonaire. The thing is he
has cabinet rank and cabinet mem-
bers get the higher amount. The
raise, it’s reported, would give
him “status.”

Bad medicine — Medical Eco-
nomics warns doctors not to leave
the mag around where patients
might peruse it. It explains: “The
housewife wondering if she has
enough cash with her to handle the
$40 payment ... isn’t apt to be
one of medicine’s biggest boosters
if she learns ... that the typical
orthopedic ~ or _ neurosurgeon
grossed nearly a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars last year.”

that in revolutionary Cuba, where

‘Schools not prisons’ — socislist answers Koch

By ANDREA GONZALEZ
The New York City public school system is a failure.
It fails to educate our children.

A whopping 70 percent of the students drop out. The
30 percent that graduate will, in their majority, be with-
out even the basic job skills. The schools, the buildings

AS | SEE IT

themselves, are falling apart. Classes are overcrowded.
In some schools, there aren’t enough classrooms. Classes
are held in corners of the hall or in the cafeteria.

This situation has made public education a top priority
for working people.

Public education, however, is not a top priority for
Mayor Edward Koch, who calls for more prisons instead
of schools. Speaking before the New York State Com-
mittee on Sentencing Guidelines last month, Koch said,
“The two top priorities for us are education and law en-
forcement. If I had to make a choice. it would be to
punish criminals.”

Koch explained that he was for the construction of an
unlimited number of prisons throughout the city and the
state.

Prisons, not education, are Koch’s top priority. His

opponents for the Democratic Party’s nomination in the
New York mayoral race — Carol Bellamy, current City
Council president, and Manahattan Assemblyman Her-
man (Denny) Farrell — do not challenge this attack on
working people’s right to an education. They were and
remain silent.

As the Socialist Workers Party’s candidate for mayor,
I was not surprised by Koch's remarks. They were just a
statement of the policy he has been carrying out against
the city’s working people for the last eight years. Neither
was I surprised that Bellamy and Farrell did not attack
Koch’s priorities. These so-called anti-Koch candidates
in the Democratic Party support Koch’s antilabor poli-
cies. They join Koch in calling for more cops as the top
priority in the city. With more cops, of course, come
more prisons.

As a working-class candidate, my campaign has differ-
ent priorities. I begin with the right of the children of the
city's working class to receive an education. My cam-
paign calls for building the classrooms that we need, not
prison cells.

The socialist campaign calls for more teachers, not
more cops, and supports smaller class sizes — so that
teachers can teach, and children have the best opportu-
nity to learn. My campaign calls for all-day kindergarten
and after-school and summer programs to advance chil-
dren’s education and help provide child care for working
parents.

My campaign defends programs that provide equal
education for the oppressed nationalities and national
minorities in the city. I support bilingual education for
children who don’t speak English so they, too, can re-
ceive an education.

The socialist campaign defends busing to desegregate
the schools to guarantee that Black and Hispanic children
receive an education equal to that received by white stu-
dents. My campaign calls for affirmative action for
Blacks and Hispanics in the hiring of teachers, adminis-
trators, and all school personnel.

To provide an education for the city’s children, we call
for taking the billions of dollars that the city and the state
pay for prisons and putting it into public education. We
demand an end to the tax break for real-estate “develop-
ers” who convert formerly low and moderate income
housing into luxury cooperatives and condominiums,
These millions of dollars should be used for education,
instead. My campaign calls for taxing 100 percent of the
profit of these “developers” and other big corporations in
the city.

And we demand that the federal government’s war
budget be abolished. The U.S. war machine is used to
murder workers and farmers in Nicaragua and to destroy
schools and child-care centers there. Those massive
funds should be spent to provide public education, child
care, and other services, not only in New York City, but
throughout the country.

Health care in U.S. — only the rich can afford it

The following article appeared in the
February 17 English-language issue of
Granma Weekly Review, which is an of-
ficial organ of the Cuban Communist
Party. The article is written by Inocente
Bueno and appears in the column “From
the ‘American Dream.’”

Judging by the information, it isn't cer-
tain whether Rafael Guzman is still alive at
the time this article is being written. Where
can he be? What has become of him? His
case will in all likelihood never come up
again, since he’s no longer news.

But if he is still alive in his hopeless
agony, no one would dare speak about the
excellences of capitalism, particularly in
regard to public health, which in that sor-
did world — far from being a right to
which everyone is entitled — is a piece of
merchandise.

Rafael Guzman, 38, from the Domini-
can Republic, experienced this in his own
flesh when his two kidneys ceased to func-
tion properly one day in April 1984.

S R e
People waiting many hours in hospital
emergency room before seeing doctor is
typical of U.S. medical care.

Perhaps at that moment Guzman still had
hopes, for after all, he was not one of the
dispossessed, like countless others in his
native country.

He could have been described as a mem-
ber of the middle class, a more or less es-
tablished businessman. He owned a two-
story home, he managed his own enterprise
dealing with the sale of spare automobile
parts. That well-off petite bourgeoisie to
which Rafael Guzmin belonged in his na-
tive Santo Domingo seemed solvent and
promising enough.

When his two kidneys ceased function-
ing, he had 30,000 dollars in the bank.
Renal dialysis in Dominican hospitals costs
a fortune and he had to have it done twice a
week so that the toxins accumulating in his
body wouldn’t kill him.

Rafael Guzmadn didn’t hesitate. The only
solution that could save his life was getting
a kidney transplant in the United States.
And rather than spending all his money in
Santo Domingo on the costly treatment, he
decided to go to the United States, accom-
panied by his wife Maria, and was admit-
ted to Jackson Memorial - Hospital in
Miami.

Given the bad shape he was in, he re-
ceived emergency treatment as soon as he
entered the hospital. Then the matter of a
kidney transplant came up. The hospital
would charge him 50,000 dollars, — no
more, no less! — for the operation. And
since health care in the USA is a commod-
ity. he would have to shell out half of the
money immediately, or else.

But by then Rafael Guzmin didn’t have
enough money. despite his relative wealth,
He offered to pay 12.000 or 13,000 as
down payment and the rest in casy install-
ments, but Jackson Memorial Hospital
stood its ground: either pay up 25,000 dol-
lars now or out you go.

Guzmidn’s brother-in-law, Marcos Fer-
min, dramatically told the Miami press:
“Rafael wants to pay. He could make that
first payment and it wouldn't be difficult

for him to continue paying in the future.
But they say we must do it their way or not
at all.”

Well, Rafael didn’t do it at all. So he
wiped his tears while his family packed his
bags. The records at Jackson Memorial
Hospital read: “Patient Rafael Guzman . . .
involuntarily discharged.”

Woody Davis, assistant director of the
hospital, tried to justify the monstrous sys-
tem by saying that such decisions were
hard to make. Hundreds, thousands,
perhaps hundreds of thousands of persons
in the Caribbean Basin and Latin America
are in need of intensive medical care which
they can’t get in their own countries, he

Union beats back

Continued from Page 17

The company also got calls from the
NAACP and the Anti-Klan Network ex-
pressing concern about the situation.

The next day (Wednesday), the union
posted a statement signed by all the elected
officers. It read:

“As members of UMW of America, we
all have pledged to uphold the basic princi-
ples of our union.

“One of the principles being never to
discriminate against a fellow workers on
account of creed, color, or nationality.

“The recent activity of harassment and
threats directed at members of our local
union will not be tolerated.

“Any person(s) found responsible for
these activities and found to be guilty will
be discharged immediately without union
representation.”

Once all the workers were informed
about what had been going on. the few who
hinted at any sympathy for the racist threats
were quickly isolated. A significant
number expressed their concern at the
threats and their desire that Duncan be able
to return to work. '

added, and we can’t take on that responsi-
bility.

Rafael Guzmin returned to Santo
Domingo. He continued to be the same
middle class businessmen, a relative win-
ner when compared with thousands of his
poor, dispossessed compatriots. But no
sooner did his two kidneys cease to work
that he became just one more poor devil
like the rest.

If he is still alive, in his hopeless agony,
no one would dare speak to him of the
greatness of capitalism. He knows
capitalism only too well, since he was
kicked out of Jackson Memorial Hospital
when he lacked the money to go on living.

Klan-style threats

On Wednesday morning, Duncan re-
turned to work. He reports that his cowork-
ers are very friendly and there has been no
new harassment.

Local 2350’s reaffirmation of the
UMW'’s opposition to racist terrorism was
a victory for the union.

The Klan-style operation took place in
an atmosphere of tension created by
stepped-up attacks on the union by the
company. Five union members were fired
some months ago on various unproven
charges. The company based its action on
testimony of a cop that the company had
briefly planted among the workers. The
elected vice-president of the union was one
of those who lost his job.

The company then tried to fire the cur-
rent vice-president of the local as well. The
union grieved the firing, and an arbitrator
ordered the union officer reinstated.

If the KKK-style operation against
Dowty workers had succeeded, the union
membership would have been deeply di-
vided and the company's hand would have
been strengthened. Swift and decisive ac-
tion by Local 2350 headed off that danger.
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—EDITORIALS

A dangerous ‘espionage’ ruling

A blow to democratic rights of working people was
struck when a federal judge ruled that government em-
ployees can be prosecuted for espionage for disclosing
“classified” information to the media.

In a decision made public March 14, Judge Joseph
Young denied a motion to dismiss espionage charges
against Samuel Morison, a Navy civilian employee.
Morison provided photos of Soviet shipbuilding to Jane's
Defence Weekly, a London military magazine.

Judge Young acknowledged the Morison case didn’t
involve “a foreign agent or the classic spy scenario.” But,
he asserted, “the danger to the United States is just as
great when this information is released to the press as
when it is released to an agent of a foreign power.”

He further suggested that at most a prosecutor need
only prove such information was *‘potentially” harmful to
the United States. .

If convicted, Morison faces up to 40 years in jail and a
$40,000 fine.

A military analyst, Morison moonlighted as a part-
time editor for Jane's with the Navy’s knowledge and ap-
proval.

The photos he provided them were “classified.” A
mountain of government documents are so stamped.

Most government information is marked “classified”
in order to keep it not from “foreign powers,” but from
the working people of this country.

Occasionally the media has obtained classified infor-
mation damaging to an administration. Government em-
ployees have been fired or otherwise victimized for such
leaks. But, with a single exception, none has ever been
prosecuted for espionage for such leaks.

The exception was Daniel Ellsberg. In 1971, he and
Anthony Russo made the Pentagon Papers available to

the media. The documents shed damaging light on Wash-
ington’s dirty war in Vietnam.

Russo and Ellsberg were prosecuted for espionage, but
the case was thrown out before it ever got to a jury. The
issue of whether they could be brought to court under the
spy statute was never decided.

Commenting on the current ruling in the Morison case,
Morton Halperin of the American Civil Liberties Union
pointed to the real issue involved.

“If this opinion is upheld.” Halperin warned, “we have
an official secrets act in this country. Any government
employee who gives any classified information to any
newspaper will have broken the law and any newspaper
that publishes’it will have also broken the law.”

A good idea of where this can lead is the recent case of
New York Times reporter Leslie Gelb. He authored a re-
port on secret U.S. contingency plans to place nuclear
weapons in Puerto Rico, Iceland, Canada, and other
countries. The plan was drawn without bothering to con-
sult the countries affected.

True, Gelb was not prosecuted for espionage for doing
this, even though he drew on classified information. But
he was the target of a nasty State Department smear at-
tack.

Responding to the State Department attack, Times
editor A.M. Rosenthal noted that Gelb’s article “con-
tained no information that had not already been published
and debated in the countries named in the story.”

Rosenthal added, “The only people from whom this in-
formation had been withheld were the American people.”

Exactly. And that’s precisely the point behind the
drive for “broader” application of the Espionage Act —
to supress information that will fuel public opposition to
the rulers’ attacks on workers and working farmers at
home and abroad.

Reagan’s new antilabor sec’y

President Reagan’s nomination of William Brock to
serve as secretary of labor was greeted by words of praise
from national trade union officials. Brock will replace
Raymond Donovan who resigned the post to face trial on
criminal charges of crooked business activities.

AFL-CIO president Lane Kirkland responded to
Brock’s nomination saying, “We have worked with him
in many areas over the years. While we have not always
agreed, he has earned our respect.”

There is nothing in Brock's political record deserving
respect from unionists, Blacks, Latinos, women, or anti-
war fighters. On the contrary!

In his 18 years as a congressman and U.S. senator
from Tennessee, Brock was a firm supporter of antiunion
“right to work” laws. He voted against the 1964 Civil
Rights Act and was a hawk during the Vietnam War.

As secretary of labor and a member of the Reagan
cabinet he will promote Washington’s war in Central
America, and support arming the counterrevolutionaries
in Nicaragua.

To his credit, Kirkland has spoken out against provid-

ing more government funds to the mercenary bands in
Nicaragua. This comes in the context of thousands of
trade unionists who are organizing themselves to partici-
pate in the April 20 demonstrations against the war.

Why then his praise for an antilabor hawk?

Kirkland himself answered this question on March 20
saying, “We have a two-party system and that's the way
it is. It's fruitless to deplore it. The job is to try and make
it more effective.”

This policy of subordinating the interests of working
people to the employing class has been a criminal default
by the AFL-CIO officialdom since the merger of the two
federations in 1955. It is a key reason for the present
weakened condition of the trade unions.

On this, the 30th anniversary of that merger, the AFL-
CIO needs a class-struggle orientation to fight the bosses’
offensive, not more capitulation to their capitalist parties.

Instead of praise for Brock, the labor movement needs
to be politically rearmed with a perspective of breaking
with the capitalist parties and building a labor party based
on the trade unions.

Blacks’ stake in antiwar fight

Continued from front page

people in this century. The Civil Rights, Voting Rights,
housing, and other acts that have been passed since are a
direct result of those social and political struggles.

It was through his participation in these giant class bat-
tles that King came to see the organic connection be-
tween the oppression and exploitation of Blacks in the
" United States, and U.S. imperialist domination of the
great mass of the world’s peoples.

“You know whether we want to be or not, we are
caught in a great moment of history. It has reached the
point where you are part of this movement or you are
against it. It is bigger than Montgomery. The vast major-
ity of the people of the world are colored. Up until four or
five years ago most of the one and one-quarter billion col-
ored peoples were exploited by empires of the West . . .
India, China, Africa. Today many are free. And the rest
are on the road. We are part of that great movement,”
King explained.

King, however, never became a revolutionary himself.
He believed that the capitalist system, through mass pres-
sure and a series of reforms, could become responsive to
the needs of Blacks and become a force for progress —
instead of reaction — in the world.

In this he was mistaken.

Malcolm X was also an ardent opponent of the war in
Vietnam and the racist policies of the U.S. rulers. But
Malcolm X was a revolutionary internationalist. He saw
that the road to liberating Blacks ran through forging a
fighting alliance of the exploited and oppressed masses
with the aim of overturning capitalism and imperialism,

In their opposition to U.S. aggression in Vietnam,
both King and Malcolm X reflected the fact that millions
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of working people who are Black had learned, through
their experiences in fighting against national oppression,
that they had a stake in ending U.S. aggression in far-
away Vietnam,

Today, as we commemorate not only the inspiring ex-
ample of King the fighter, but the 20th anniversary of
some of the biggest battles and turning points in the civil
rights movement, Washington is once again waging a
war of aggression to defend private profits and the im-
perialist system against the freedom struggle of peoples
of color. This time the center of the struggle is right in
our own hemisphere.

In Nicaragua after decades of U.S.-imposed repression
and poverty the workers and peasants have taken the
reins of government and are building a new society.

Washington’s response? Arm, organize, and finance a
mercenary army, led by the torturers of the old regime, to
make the Nicaraguan people cry “uncle,” as Reagan so
arrogantly put it.

In El Salvador, Washington is propping up a brutal,
proimperialist government that is the object of an armed
popular rebellion led by the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front.

On April 20 in Washington, D.C., and several other
cities around the country, demonstrations are being or-
ganized to protest this war, as well as to condemn Wash-
ington’s backing for the apartheid regime in South Africa
and inequality at home. .

An all-out effort to maximize union and Black rights
participation in the April 20 march will help lay the polit-
ical basis for building a massive struggle against war and
for social justice, a struggle which Black working people
will be central leaders of.

Lenin on how
workers fund
revolutionary press

BY PAT GROGAN

In 1912 the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party
(Bolshevik) began publishing Pravda as a daily newspa-
per in St. Petersburg. It was financed in large part by di-
rect contributions from Russian workers.

V.1. Lenin, the central leader of the Bolshevik Party
and the October 1917 Russian revolution wrote of this
accomplishment. “By founding a workers’ daily newspa-
per, the workers of St. Petersburg have accomplished a
major feat, one that without exaggeration can be called
historic.”

Lenin understood the crucial role of the revolutionary
press in educating and organizing the working class and
the revolutionary party.

And he attached special importance to how the cam-
paign to finance the press was organized politically.

The funds for a daily newspaper came as a result of a
six-month fund drive from January to June of 1912. In an
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article entitled, “The results of six months’ work,” writ-
ten in July 1912, Lenin assesses the drive.

On March 15 we launched the Socialist Publications
Fund to help raise funds for the Militant, Perspectiva
Mundial, and other socialist publications and books. (See
article on page 3.) Lenin’s article, written more than 70
years ago, can teach us fresh lessons today.

More important than the total sum collected, Lenin
said, are such questions as, “What was the role which the
workers themselves and groups of workers played in col-
lecting this sum? . . . Did the workers themselves show in
this case a personal and active concern for the working-
class press and make up a large sum out of donations
from a large number of workers’ groups?

“What we are interested in at the moment,” Lenin
wrote, “is the contributions made by the workers them-
selves — moreover, not by individual ones, who may
have come across a collector by chance, ... we mean
groups of workers, who must no doubt have discussed
beforehand whether they should donate any money,
whom they should give it to, and for what purpose.”

Lenin thought the most important feature of the fund
drive was the 504 donations that came from groups of
workers.

“It was the effort of the workers that brought the work-
ers’ paper, Pravda, into being,” Lenin wrote. “There can
be no doubt as to the closest connection between the gen-
eral upswing of the working-class movement (not in a
narrow guild, narrow trade union sense, but with a scope
of affecting all the people) and the founding of a daily
newspaper of the St. Petersburg worker democrats. We
need something more than trade union publications, we
need a political newspaper of our own — this is what the
masses realized more and more . . . we need a newspaper
not only to promote our working-class struggle, but also
to provide a model and a beacon for the whole people.”

“Workers' groups made 504 contributions to their
press,” Lenin wrote. “The workers had absolutely no
other aim.in view except the founding and maintenance
of their workers’ press. ... The five and ten kopek [in
Russian currency, 100 kopeks equal a ruble] pieces col-
lected and marked ‘from a group of workers of such and
such a factory” have made it possible also to appraise the
workers’ sentiments, their class-consciousness, their
unity, and their readiness to promote the working-class
cause.”

Lenin pointed out that efforts to expand the circulation
of the press go hand in hand with the commitment to fi-
nance it, and that the supporters of Pravda “*do not limit
themselves to subscribing to the paper, but pass it on or
send it on to others as a sample, to make it known at other
factories, in neighboring flats or houses, in the coun-
tryside, and so on.”

“There is a workers’ paper in America, Appeal to
Reason, [a widely circulated socialist weekly] that has
over a half-million subscribers,” Lenin wrote. “That Rus-
sian worker . . . is a poor worker indeed if he does not
overtake and surpass his American fellow workers.”

Lenin proposed expanding the practice of mass collec-
tions from workers as the best and surest way to raise the
funds for the workers’ press. :

“What is very much more important, however, is not
the financial aspect of the matter, but something else,” he
said. *“Let us assume that a hundred workers in different
shops of a factory contribute one kopek each day on pay-
day to the workers’ newspaper. That will add up to two
rubles a month. Let us assume on the other hand, that ten
well-paid workers meeting by chance collect ten rubles.
The former two rubles are worth more than the latter ten.

“May the custom of a workers™ kopek for the workers’
newspaper develop and gain strength!™ he concluded.



ACTWU members write to Nicaraguan union

BY BECKY ELLIS

PORTLAND, Ore. — There's one political issue that

really hits hard with women I work with in a local gar-
ment shop organized by the Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers Union (ACTWU). It’s the U.S. govern-
ment's intervention in Central America.

None of them want the U.S. government to send
troops to fight our brothers and sisters in Nicaragua. We

UNION TALK

know that the government is already intervening “‘sec-
retly,” and we also know that President Reagan is just
looking for an excuse for an all-out invasion. And most
of us have brothers, sons, and husbands who would have
to fight in an escalated war in Nicaragua.

Last fall, we found out more about the Nicaraguan rev-
olution from one of our union officers who was part of a
labor delegation that toured that country in September.

When she returned, she gave a report about her visit to
members of our union local. From her report, many of us
began to realize that workers in Nicaragua were beginning
to have control over their lives and working conditions —
something we certainly wish we had! We heard about
union contracts in Nicaragua that gave full pay for sick

leave, subsidized lunches, and maternity leave benefits.

Later we had a lot of discussions on the job about Nic-
aragua and when the U.S. government threatened to es-
calate the war over the “MIG crisis™ last November, we
decided we needed to do something. One of the things we
did was to put together a telegram to Reagan demanding
he halt the attacks.against the workers of Nicaragua.

In Portland there is a project under way to officially
recognize Corinto, Nicaragua, as our sister city, and our
union local thought it would be a good idea to plug into
that effort. We decided to draft a letter to workers at a
textile plant in Nicaragua inviting them to recognize our
union as their sister union in the United States.

Then we passed the letter around our shop so everyone
could read it and add their ideas. Later, the letter was
read aloud at the next union meeting and discussed again.
After it was agreed to and typed, we passed it around the
shop so everyone could read and sign it.

We also thought it would be great to send a picture of
the workers in our shop to the Nicaraguan textile work-
ers. So we arranged for the husband of a union member to
meet us at lunch time to snap our picture.

The morning of the day we decided to take the picture,
the owner of the company got wind of what we were
doing. She confronted the union president and said she
had heard that “the union was coming out to take pic-
tures” and that it would not be allowed on company prop-

erty. We passed the word around the shop and decided to
take pictures at a nearby park if the company prevented
us from doing it on company property.

When the lunch bell rang, we ran outside'and found the
shop owner and her top antiunion man in the parking lot
waiting to stop our picture-taking, so we just went to the
park.

Some of the women wondered what the big deal was
— why the owner was so upset over a picture. But of
course the owner, like other capitalists was upset about
union activity — and they become particularly upset
about union activity in solidarity with Central American
workers.

Our letter and picture were personally delivered to the
Nicaraguan textile workers by a member of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists (IAM) who went on a
tour of that country. When he returned, he was able to
show some of us a slideshow he had taken of Nicaraguan
workers. It made everything we had done seem real.

Our local is part of the Pacific Northwest Joint Board
of ACTWU that recently met and decided to endorse and
participate in the April 20th Peace, Jobs, and Justice
march and rally in Seattle, Washington. Several women
from my shop are already planning to go.

I think our union is stronger because of what we’ve
done so far to oppose the war in Central America. All of
us seem to have more confidence in dealing with the
problems we face every day at work.

CIA secretly pushes law to muzzle gov’t workers

BY HARRY RING

The CIA has secretly proposed to the
White House that it recommend a new law
making it a crime for government employ-
ees to disclose “classified” information to
the press.

Violators would face five years in jail
and a $25,000 fine.

A legal memo accompanying the CIA
proposition says such legislation is needed
because there is no law presently on the
books under which someone can be prose-
cuted for disclosing classified government
information.

This flatly contradicts the stand taken by
the Justice Department in obtaining the in-
dictment of Samuel Morison, a navy em-
ployee, for giving classified photos to a
British military magazine.

The judge in that case has agreed with
the Justice Department that Morison can be
prosecuted as a “spy” under the Espionage
Act. (See editorial page 14.)

The apparently contradictory moves by
the CIA and Justice Department seem to in-
dicate that they’ve decided to work both
sides of the street in the continuing drive to
bottle up information.

If using the Espionage Act for this pur-
pose doesn’t hold up in the courts, have
Congress enact a law specifically aimed at

those government employees who divulge
the wrong secrelts.

The proposal for such a law should help
to clarify the fact that the government’s
concern is not about classified information
falling into the hand of a **foreign power.”
The concern is about politically damaging
information falling into the hands of the
working people of this country.

The CIA legislative proposal is itself a
first-class example of what constitutes
“classified” information.

It was disclosed that the proposal itself
has been classified by the CIA as “secret™!

MARCH 27 — Officials announced
today that the CIA secrecy act proposal
was being shelved. They said this did not
preclude it being reintroduced later. Mean-
while, if Samuel Morison is convicted
under the Espionage Act, there will already
be an official secrecy act in place.

A while back, Reagan peevishly com-
plained he’d had it “up to my keister” with
unauthorized leaks. A number of moves
have been made to stem them. Various gov-
ernment officials have been required to sign
lifetime censorship agreements. There’s
been stepped-up use of lie-detector tests in
tracking down leak culprits. And it’s safe

to assume that more telephones of govern-
ment workers are being illegally tapped.

This has been accompanied by a rash of
“spy” prosecutions, some of them strongly
smacking of entrapment and frame-up. All
are designed to have a chilling effect on free
speech, and silence critics of the govern-
ment’s domestic and foreign policies, espe-
cially its intervention in Central America.

Moves to get a law like the one now pro-
posed by the CIA were first made in the
early 1970s under the Nixon administra-
tion, which surely had plenty to hide. But
there was enough public opposition at the
time to kill the proposal.

Since then, the government’s need for
keeping workers and farmers misinformed
and uninformed has increased, not les-
sened. That need stems directly from the
crimes committed by the government, at
home and abroad. on behalf of the
businesspeople and bankers who rule the
country.

To get an idea of the real meaning of a
secrecy law like the one favored by the
CIA, it's worth looking at the notorious
and basically similar Official Secrets Act
long used by the British government to
choke off the flow of information.

Recently, Clive Ponting, a ranking Brit-
ish war ministry official, was prosecuted

under the act for disclosing information
about the British sinking of the Argentine
cruiser Belgrano during the Malvinas War
in 1982.

The Thatcher government had persis-
tently claimed that the ship had to be tor-
pedoed for the safety of British ships and
crew members in the area.

The information released by Ponting
confirmed that the Belgrano had been
steaming toward Argentina for |1 hours
when it was attacked. The murderous sink-
ing claimed the lives of 368 Argentine
sailors.

A London jury refused to convict Pont-
ing. But, with his security clearance
yanked, he was forced to resign his post.

In another recent case there, a former
British “domestic security”™ employee was
the subject of a TV documentary. She de-
scribed how, for years, the agency she
worked for had tapped the phones of trade
unionists, antinuke campaigners. and civil
libertarians.

So far, she hasn’t been prosecuted. But
the TV documentary was scrapped because
station members feared they would be in-
dicted under the Official Secrets Act.

That’s precisely the kind of fear the pro-
posed CIA statute is designed to generate
here.

—LETTERS

AIM leaders our brothers

Roberto Vargas, an official rep-
resentative of the embassy of Nic-
aragua in Washington, D.C.,
spoke here on February 22 at a
meeting attended by some 200
people. The event, called “An
Evening of Eyewitness Reports
and Entertainment on Nicaragua,”
was sponsored by the Minnesota
Trade Union Coalition for Peace.

American Indian Movement
(AIM) leaders Vernon and Clyde
Bellecourt, who visited Nicaragua
last November to observe the elec-
tions there, and Bill Means also at-
tended the meeting, though they
did not speak. Vargas recognized
them during his talk, saying,
“Reagan wants the Nicaraguan
people to call the contras our
brothers. . .. These AIM leaders
are our real brothers, not the
rapists, murderers, and assassins
attacking Nicaragua.”

Richard Metcalf, who is man-
ager of the Twin Cities Joint
Board of the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing and Textile Workers Union,
spoke about the need for solidarity
between U.S. workers and work-
ing people throughout Central
America. Metcalf visited Nicara-
gua as co-chair of the U.S. delega-
tion to the International Trade
Union Conference for Peace held
in Managua in April 1984,

The meeting was chaired by Sue
Mauren who visited Nicaragua in
January 1984. Mauren is a steward
for Local 320 of the Teamsters,
and vice-president of the Twin
Cities Coalition of Labor Union
Women. Mauren explained that
the Minnesota Trade Union Coali-
tion, which was formed recently,
has the support of the National
Labor Committee in Support of
Democracy and Human Rights in
El Salvador. Mauren said that
peace is important for trade union-
ists because, “If we become in-
volved in a war in Central Ameri-
ca it’s working class children who
will die.”

Maggie Perrier
Minneapolis, Minnesota

World War II

The 40th anniversary of the end
of WWII is approaching and al-
ready this is leading to discussions
of the war in general and the role
of the Soviet Union in particular.

I would like to suggest a way
that readers of the Milirant can get
into the discussion. The British
(Thorne EMI) series called The
World at War is available on vid-
eotape and can be rented at video
outlets. The episodes dealing with
the Soviet Union are number 5,
Barbarossa; number 9, Stalingrad;
and number 11, Red Star.

No doubt there is much more to

be said, but I found the series ex-
cellent. It is gripping, dramatic,
and certain to provoke discussion.
K.H. :

Windsor, Canada

Violence of oppressed

On May 5, 1984, Karen Nor-
man, who was viciously attacked
and raped in her Detroit home,
stabbed and killed her assailant.
She was charged with first degree
murder!

In response to the continuous at-
tacks on women's rights, we need
to wake up and realize what this is
really about: making the victim the
criminal.

There is a fundamental distinc-
tion between the violence of the
oppressed and the violence of the
OpPIessor.

A prisoner
Auburn, New York

Political prisoner

As a citizen in these United
States, and a prisoner of the state
of Texas, I now declare my plight
as a political prisoner.

Every important aspect of the
Black man’s life in this nation-
state has been the result of a polit-
ical decision, over which he has
had little or no direct input or con-
trol — political decisions that have
been made by someone other than
his own race, who has no respect

for his culture or heritage, and
who has made him a prisoner in a
never-ending quest for the politi-
cal power, a power that always
eludes the Black man.

It is only through the political
power process that he can gain re-
parations for the wrongs perpet-
rated against him, including the
wholesale killings and incarcera-
tions of Black youth. It is politics
that keep the Black man a prisoner
in this nation and its penal institu-
tions.

A prisoner
Houston, Texay

Pass it on

I have received my first and sec-
ond issue of the Militant and | am
very grateful for them. As you
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know, I am a prisoner being held
at Comstock correctional facility
and I find the Militant very helpful
in my studies.

And, of course, I'm passing my
copies to other individuals so they
can be aware of what’s taking
place in the Third World coun-
tries.

A prisoner
Comstock, New York

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.
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Brazil, Ecuador aid Nicaragua

BY ANDREA GONZALEZ

The governments of Brazil and Ecuador
have offered to help Nicaragua resolve its
fuel oil shortages and to expand commer-
cial ties with the Sandinistas.

Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega an-
nounced these new agreements March 23
after a successful nine-day visit to Brazil.
These agreements represent the latest
series of diplomatic and political victories
by Nicaragua in Latin America.

Ortega was invited to Brazil for the inau-
guration of Tancredo Neves, the new pres-
ident. On his return, Ortega told reporters
in Managua that he had found “great sol-
idarity” in Brazil with the Nicaraguan rev-
olution. Although Brazil has given Nicara-
gua some $50 million in credit since the
1979 revolution that overthrew the U.S.-
backed Somoza dictatorship. these credits
have been primarily to permit Nicaragua to
buy Brazilian-made buses.

The latest agreement represents a qual-
ititive increase in the Brazilian govern-
ment’s assistance for Nicaragua. It in-
cludes plans to aid Nicaragua in finding al-
ternative energy supplies. Nicaragua wants
Brazil to consider building several small
gasohol refineries to convert sugar-cane
products into fuel. Gasohol is a mixture of
gasoline and ethyl alcohol, which is made
from sugar cane among other things.

. The Ecuadoran government’s offer to
provide Nicaragua with oil represents a
major breakthrough for the Sandinista gov-
ernment. Previously the Ecuadoran gov-
ernment had been reluctant to supply fuel
to Nicaragua. Ecuador will now join
Mexico and the Soviet Union in providing

N.J. Puerto

BY PACO SANCHEZ

PATERSON, N.J. — Roberto Rosa, a
17-year-old Puerto Rican youth, was killed
by the police on March 19.

The killing — more accurately called a
summary police execution — was de-
scribed to  Perspectiva Mundial (the
Spanish-language sister publication of the
Militant) by Maria Garcia, an eyewitness.

The cop, Victor Crespo, gun in hand.
chased Rosa into a neaby courtyard,
threatening to kill him. Rosa surrendered.
While he was lying on the ground, Garcia
continued, he was crying, “Please don’t
kill me, I don’t have anything.” A short
while later, aiming at the youth’s neck,
Crespo shot him in cold blood. )

The cops said Rosa and two other per-
sons were allegedly taking part in a drug
deal. No drugs were ever found.

“Many people saw the killing,” another
witness told us. “When they arrest one of
us, they know all of us are going to see it.”
This, the witnesses explained, was part of
the terror tactics used by the police to in-
timidate everyone,

The cop tried to cover up the murder,
witnesses told Perspectiva Mundial. Al-
though there was blood all over his head
and the ground and he was obviously dead,
Garcia said, “they were going to handcuff
him.” Another witness said, “They took
him away as if he was alive, as if nothing
unusual had happened.”

Even with testimony like this, Crespo’s
attorney Joseph Afflitto described the
shooting as accidental resulting from the
cop stumbling while his gun was drawn.
Crespo was jailed only briefly. He was re-
leased after paying the first $1,000 of the
$10,000 bail that had been set.

More than 3,000 people attended Rosa’s
funeral mass at St. Joseph’s Church. Hun-
dreds of students from Eastside High
School, which Rosa had attended, as well
as youths from other nearby schools, left
school to attend the funeral.

In the courtyard where Rosa was killed
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Barricada

Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega’s successful tour to other Latin American coun-
tries dealt a blow to U.S. government’s attempts to politically and economically iso-

late Nicaragua.

most of Nicaragua’s fuel oil.

The U.S. government is seeking to pres-
sure Latin American capitalist regimes to
help it isolate the Sandinistas politically
and economically. The imperialist pressure
campaign is not going so well, in part due
to the political counteroffensive by the Nic-
araguan government.

The impact of the Nicaraguan political
moves was seen in the United States during
the visit of Argentine president Raiil Alfon-
sin to Washington.

Reagan used the visit by the Argentine
president to denounce and slander Nicara-
gua. Reagan said, “The free people of this
hemisphere must not stand by and watch

the communist tyranny imposed on Nicara- |

gua spread to the free lands of the Ameri-
cas.”

Alfonsin refused to endorse Reagan’s
line. Instead he stressed the need for
“dialogue” and opposed any intervention in
Latin America as a violation of interna-
tional law,

In his speech before a joint session of
Congress, Alfonsin explained that the solu-
tion to the conflict in Central America must
be based on “nonintervention™.

Alfonsin, who has withdrawn all Argen-
tine advisers from the CIA-backed counter-
revolutionary terrorists in Hondoras, has
joined all the recently elected civilian pres-

idents in Latin America in urging a
negotiated settlement to regional disputes
in Central America.

Ortega’s visits to Latin America have
served to galvanize anti-imperialist senti-
ments and to popularize the Sandinista rev-
olution among workers and peasants.

The extent of the popular support for the
Sandinista revolution among Latin Ameri-
can working people and the opposition to
the U.S. war was seen March | when
200,000 people turned out to cheer Ortega
in Montevideo, Uruguay. Ortega had come
to Uruguay to participate in the inaugura-
tion of Pres. Julio Maria Sanguinetti — the
country’s first civilian president after 12
years of military rule

In contrast to the enthusiastic welcome
Ortega received, U.S. Secretary of State
George Shultz was greeted by a crowd
shouting “Yankee murderer.” Sanguinetti
has announced plans to open up diplomatic
relations with Nicaragua for the first time
since the 1979 revolution.

Ortega’s visits have also registered im-
portant gains for the Nicaraguan govern-
ment’s efforts to politically isolate the U.S.
government in Latin America. The New
York Times reports one diplomat as saying
there was a “Greek chorus™ in Latin Amer-
ica calling on the United States to resume
talks with Nicaragua, which the U.S. gov-
ernment had broken off in January.

Working people in the U.S. can add
their voice to the opposition to the U.S.
war against Nicaragua and solidarize with
the workers and farmers there by par-
ticipating in the April 20 national antiwar
actions in Washington, D.C. and other
cities.

Ricans demand: Prosecute Killer cop

the residents of the community set up a
small memorial. Some of the signs on the
memorial read “Why did they kill an inno-
cent youth?” and “Killed in cold blood.” A
Puerto Rican flag was also raised in the
courtyard.

Paterson is located a few miles north of
Newark. Like many other Black and Latino
communities in the United States, Pater-
son’s Latino neighborhood has been and
continues to be the object of police brutal-
ity.
Some of the residents explained that in
some areas you can’t stand om a corner in
groups of two or three. “The police don’t
leave us alone. Sometimes they search us;
other times they disperse us and other times
they detain us and we have to pay a $25
fine to go free.” :

The funeral has been the only organized
protest by the community, but the indigna-

tion continues spreading and growing
throughout the city.

The Democratic and Republican politi-
cians like Manny Martinez, who spoke “in
the name of™ the barrio at the burial, called
on people to be “calm and to have confi-
dence that justice will triumph.” Father
Noonlan told the 3.000 gathered for the
funeral that “we would not honor Roberto
if we do something negative in his name.™

But the Perspectiva Mundial team and a
group of socialist campaign activists found
a different response.

The real sentiment was expressed by
some of the nearly 200 people who signed
petitions to put Mark Satinoff, the Socialist
Workers Party’s candidate for governor of
New Jersey, on the ballot.

“Some signers wanted to discuss the
U.S. war in Central America and to de-
nounce the racism in South Africa,”

Satinoff said. “But almost everyone signed
my petition when [ told them that as a can-
didate and worker [ demanded that the cop
be jailed for killing Roberto.™

The rest of the team found the same re-
sponse. Almost all the Blacks and Puerto
Ricans that were asked signed the petition,
For them it was a way of expressing their

- anger at the killing that was called a “cold

blooded and unjustifiable crime.” The
show of solidarity from Blacks towards the
Puerto Rican community was expressed
many times.

Richard Gonzélez, a friend of Roberto
Rosa's, summed up the feeling of many:
*“They accuse us of this and that but they
never help us improve our lives. . . . They
kill us without reason and afterwards the
politicians many of us call leaders come to
sympathize with us. .. . Nevertheless they
do nothing for us all year.”

Vietnamese 10th anniversary celebration set

BY DIANE WANG

NEW YORK — The 10th anniversary of

the victory over U.S. military intervention
in Vietnam will be celebrated here at a May
5 rally to be held at Washington Irving
High School. A Vietnamese representa-
tive, spokespersons for Nicaragua and the
Salvadoran freedom fighters, and Dave
Dellinger are among those scheduled to
speak.

The Vietnam 10th Anniversary Commit-
tee is holding the event to demand an end to
U.S. hostilities against Vietnam, to build
solidarity and friendship between U.S. and
Vietnamese people, and to draw the les-
sons from the Vietnam War for the current
fight against the U.S. war in Central Amer-
ica.

The committee also plans to build a con-
tingent at the April 20 march for peace,
jobs, and justice in Washington, D.C. The
group is collecting signatures for greetings
to the Vietnamese people and hopes to pre-

pare educational literature and other activ-
ities.

When the Vietnamese National Libera-
tion Forces entered Saigon on April 30,
1985, it brought to an end a 30-year battle
against French and U.S. invaders. In that
war the U.S. dropped three and a half times
as many bombs as were used in World War
II. U.S. troops destroyed 4045 percent of
southern Vietnam’s forests with Agent
Orange. The war toll included 2 million
Vietnamese killed, as well as more than
50,000 U.S. Gls.

The U.S. did not stop its war against
Vietnam after 1975. Washington had
promised to normalize relations with Viet-
nam and, pay $3.5 billion in development
aid. Instead the U.S. government or-
ganized a diplomatic and economic block-
ade of Vietnam. It engineered China’s
1979 invasion of Vietnam and threw its full
support behind the right-wing Kampu-
chean coalition headed by Pol Pot.

Washington has made every effort to
isolate Vietnam and keep the truth about
the country’s problems and progress from
U.S. working people. The U.S. State De-
partment does not allow Vietnamese repre-
sentatives to the United Nations to go
beyond 25 miles from New York to speak.

Just this month the State Department re-
fused to grant visas to Vietnamese who had
been invited to address the National
Lawyers Guild convention in Atlanta.
While refusing to put anything in writing,
government spokesmen said granting the
visas would contradict Washington’s pol-
icy of isolating Vietnam.

The U.S. government has given a green
light to Vietnamese rightists who have ter-
rorized the Vietnamese community here,
and who have ambushed, firebombed, and

_assassinated supporters of the revolution.

The U.S. ruling class has stepped up its
propaganda barrage against Vietnam as
Continued on Page 20





