“MILITANT

Q SOCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING PEOPLE

Labor Day parades hit apartheid . . . ... .3
Role of U.S. investments in S. Africa
ISR: speech by Nelson Mandela .

VOL. 49/NO. 36 SEPTEMBER 20, 1985 75 CENTS J

T

T EIREA. .
e e 9-12

U.S. imposes sanctions,
keeps ties with apartheid

BY FRED FELDMAN

The Reagan administration has imposed
some mild sanctions against the racist
apartheid regime in South Africa. This is a
concession to the deepening anti-apartheid
struggle in South Africa and to the growing
anti-apartheid movement here in the
United States.

Issued in the form of an executive order,
most provisions are effective starting Oc-
tober 11.

The most important of the economic
sanctions, if implemented, will ban further
imports of the Krugerrand, the South Afri-
can gold coin. As a delaying tactic the ad-
ministration is seeking permission from the
* 90-nation General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade. The import and sale of South
African gold bullion will continue.

Reagan said he was banning loans to the
South African government. But he ex-
cepted those “which improve economic op-
portunities or educational, housing, and
health facilities that are open and accessi-
ble to South Africans of all races.”

This loophole is quite wide. In the past,
Reagan has claimed that all U.S. invest-
ments and loans in South Africa help
Blacks.

Reagan banned U.S. export assistance to
any U.S. company employing more than
25 people in South Africa that refused to
sign the Sullivan principles.

The principles were authored by Leon
Sullivan, a Black minister who is on the
board of directors of General Motors. They
were expanded last year. They call for sup-
port to “the freedom of mobility of Black
workers™ and the end of all apartheid laws,
inclusion of Blacks in management,
maintenance of nonsegregated plant facili-
ties, and other measures.

Sullivan admits the principles have little
impact in South Africa and that many com-
panies, having endorsed the principles,
proceed to ignore them.

Reagan expanded a ban on the export of
most nuclear technology to South Africa
that was first imposed by the Carter admin-
istration. He also restricted the sale of com-
puters to the South African government.

These measures don’t even touch the bil-
lions of dollars that U.S. banks and corpo-
rations have invested in apartheid.

Bishop Desmond Tutu, a leader of the
anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa, de-
scribed the sanctions as “not even a flea
bite” against apartheid.

Reagan “has really been saying Blacks
are expendable,” said Tutu. “[ said he was
a crypto-racist. I should say now he is a ra-
cist pure and simple.”

The United Democratic Front, a coali-
tion of 600 anti-apartheid organizations
with 2 million members that has led many
of the current protests, declared in a state-
ment that the apartheid government “is
rapidly driving itself into social, political
and economic exile from the rest of the
world.”

Randall Robinson, co-chairman of the
Free South Africa Movement, said, “The
executive order and speech were designed
to help him reconcile his reflexive sym-
pathy for the white minority government of
South Africa with the building opposition
to his program of constructive engagement
in the United States. . . . The South African
government will be pleased no doubt that
President Reagan remains a de facto ally of
that vicious regime.”

The imposition of sanctions — even
such limited ones — is a blow to the apart-
heid regime. It reinforces the status of the
murderous South African government as
an international pariah. Even the regime’s
closest imperialist allies feel compelled to
take measures against it.

Continued on Page 7

Confidence of anti-apartheid fighters in South Africa grows with increasing political,
diplomatic, and economic isolation of regime.

Get Out truth — sell ‘Militant’

September 14 marks the opening date of
the fall circulation drive for the Militant
and our Spanish-language sister publica-
tion, Perspectiva Mundial.

Politically, it couldn’t have come at a
better time.

The escalation of the freedom struggle in
South Africa and the upsurge of solidarity
it’s evoked here alone are enough to assure

EDITORIAL

a bigger, more receptive potential audience
than we've had in a long time. And there’s
a lot more happening besides.

It will be a two-month drive, ending
November 16. During that time we’re aim-
ing to sell 40,000 copies of both publica-
tions, and 2,000 introductory subscriptions
as well.

The past several weeks have been a good
warmup for the campaign. Beginning with
the special South Africa issue of the Mili-
tant we published at the end of August and
the several issues since, sales in all areas
have jumped substantially.

A number of Socialist Workers Party
branches report that their sales at plant
gates have gone up since the South Africa
events.

Throughout the country, community
sales have gone up considerably, in some
cases more than double previous averages.

There's been a great deal of receptivity
at South Africa demonstrations.

At a New York picket of 300, a hundred
copies of the Militant and PM were sold.

Two of our salespeople who sell weekly
at a Queens garment shop report that since
the South Africa events hit the headlines,
sales at the plant have virtually doubled.
Last week they sold nine copies of PM and
five of the Militant. One of the salespeople
whose Spanish is limited sold five copies
of PM simply by holding it aloft with its
cover headline on South Africa.

This sense of solidarity with the South

African struggle touches: almost all sec-
tions of the population.

College campuses were the scene of sig-
nificant solidarity actions last spring and
the opening days of school confirm they’ll
be a lot biggerin the fall.

Particularly encouraging is the way that
organized labor has moved into the fore-
front of the anti-apartheid movement, play-
ing a key role in demonstrations in all parts
of the country. This year's Labor Day
parades were marked by the many union
banners denouncing apartheid.

While South Africa has been the center
of renewed political activism, it's by no
means the only one.

Opposition to Washington’s war in Cen-
tral America remains a substantial concern
and will be the focus of important protest
actions this fall.

Puerto Ricans, Chicanos. and other
Latinos are involved in protest against ra-

Continued on Page 18

Sandinistas
combat
racist
oppression

BY CINDY JAQUITH

MANAGUA, Nicaragua— Many coun-
tries in Latin America have distinct Indian
and Black populations in addition to those
who speak Spanish. This a legacy of the
colonial conquest of these countries and the
enslavement of Africans. But it is only in
Nicaragua that a government is charting a
revolutionary course toward overcoming
the historical oppression faced by Indians
and Blacks as part of advancing the inter-
ests of all the workers and peasants.

The Nicaraguan people are currently en-
gaged in a national discussion on a proposal
to establish regional government autonomy
for the country’s Atlantic Coast where most
Indians and Blacks live. The proposal is
aimed at unifying Nicaragua as a multira-
cial, multilingual, and multicultural nation;
strengthening its defense against im-
perialist-backed aggression; and deepening
the participation of all the nation’s working
people in the revolutionary process.

Historically, Nicaragua’s original in-
habitants were Indians whose lands were
invaded on the Pacific Coast by Spanish
colonizers and on the Atlantic Coast by the
British. While most Indian tribes disap-
peared as such on the Pacific, the British,
for their own reasons, decided to allow the
Indian tribes on the Atlantic Coast to re-
main intact. The British also brought in Af-
rican slaves.

As a result, the Atlantic Coast popula-
tion today is distinctly different in its racial
composition, language, and culture from
the Pacific. While the Pacific Nicaraguans
are predominantly mestizos, meaning
Spanish-speaking, on the Atlantic Coast
there are six separate racial groups, each
with its own history and traditions.

There are three groups of Indians, or in-
digenous peoples, as they are often called
here: Miskitos, numbering 80,000 includ-
ing those currently living in Honduras;
Sumos, 8,000; and Ramas, 800. Each has
its own language.

There are two groups whose ancestors
were African slaves: Creoles (or Blacks),
numbering 30,000; and Garifonos, num-
bering 1,500. Many Creoles speak English
as well as Spanish. The Garifonos have a
separate language.

There are also about 120,000 mestizos
on the Coast.

Nicaragua’s total population is 3 mil-
lion.

The Spanish. British, and then U.S. col-

Continued on Page 4

FBI invades Puerto Rico, seizes 11

BY ANA LOPEZ

NEW YORK — More than 200 FBI
agents, armed to the teeth, flew into Puerto
Rico from the United States and raided
over 38 homes and offices of independence
supporters. This attack is the largest armed
action by the U.S. government against the
Puerto Rican independence movement
since it repressed the 1950 anticolonial up-
rising on the island.

“With this attack the U.S. government is
continuing its witch-hunt of the Puerto
Rican independence movement. This at-
tack should be condemned by all those in
the United States who support democratic
rights,” said Andrea Gonzilez, the
Socialist Workers Party candidate for
mayor of New York City.

By the end of the August 30 military op-
eration, 11 supporters of independence had
been arrested on the island. The FBI claims

these 11, as well as three others arrested
that day in Dallas, Boston, and Mexico,
are members of the Macheteros (literally
machete wielders), a proindependence or-
ganization. They have been charged with
participating in the 1983 $7 million rob-
bery of a Wells Fargo armored truck in
Connecticut.

Those arrested in the raid in Puerto Rico
were Hilton Ferndndez, Angel Diaz Ruiz,
Ivonne Meléndez, Norman Ramirez Talav-
era, Elias Castro Ramos, Norberto Gon-
zdlez Claudio, Filiberto Ojeda Rios, Car-
los M. Ayes Suirez, Jorge Farinacci, Isaac
Camacho, and Luis Alfredo Colén Osorio.
Luz Berrios Berrios was arrested in Cuer-
navaca, Mexico; Juan Enrique Segarra
Palmer in Dallas; and Anne L. Gassin in
Boston. The FBI has warrants for the arrest
of three others as well.

Continued on Page 15



—SELLING OUR PRESS AT THE PLANT GATE-

BY ALVINO CARRILLO
AND DIANE SHUR

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — In
order to build solidarity with the
freedom struggle in South Africa,
Kansas City socialists have de-
cided to redouble our efforts to sell
the Militant.

In addition to stepping up com-
munity sales on Saturdays, sales to
workers on the job, and sales on
the campuses in the area, we have
put special emphasis on Militant
sales at the plant gates. Socialist
workers here have increased the
number of plant gate sales we or-
ganize. With this expansion, we
have also been able to reorganize
every member of the Socialist

Workers Party here to participate
in these sales.

Socialists have established, for
the first time, a regular sale at the
Burlington Northern railroad yard.
We sell there on pay day when
workers come to pick up their
checks.

On a recent sale at the yard, one
railroad worker stuck his copy of
the Militant out the window of a
company truck to show it to the
salesperson. A coworker had al-
ready sold him the paper. After
some discussion he decided to buy
a subscription.

Scheduling  problems  had
forced us to suspend sales at the
Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Work-

ers-organized Colgate-Palmolive
plant. With the expansion of our
plant gate sales we re-established
this sale. Sales teams report that
our return was warmly welcomed
by the workers there.

The increased number of plant
gate sales has also meant resuming
Militant sales at the United Steel-
workers organized ARMCO and
Butler Aluminum plants. Workers
in these plants are interested in
both the South Africa coverage
and the articles on the steelwork-
ers’ strike against Wheeling-
Pittsburgh.

In the course of selling the Mil-
itant, socialists participate in dis-

cussions on all aspects of the
South Africa freedom struggle.
These discussions include ques-
tions like: what is apartheid? What
is the role of U.S. companies in
South Africa?

Many workers are suspicious of
these companies’ claims that they
are helping Blacks. As one worker
told a Militant salesperson, “These
companies are not there to change
the apartheid system. They are
there to make money."

Other workers want to discuss
the impact that the struggle against
apartheid is having on the fight
against racism in the United
States.

One group of workers at a GM

plant have been organizing meet-
ings to discuss how they and the
union can help fight against the
U.S. government’s support for the
South African government.

Salespeople in Kansas City
have found that no matter what
question workers have about the
struggle in South Africa, many ex-
press appreciation for the Militant
because it clarifies the issues.

As opposition to the U.S. gov-
ernment’s support for the white
minority regime in South Africa
grows, there will be many more
workers who will be looking to
follow developments in the strug-
gle there through the pages of the
Militant.

‘Seattle protests win censure of racist official

BY DAN FEIN

SEATTLE — The Seattle School Board
meeting was packed by 350 people de-
manding “Roe must go!”
. The meeting, held on the evening of Au-

gust 21, ended four-and-a-half hours later
with a four-to-two vote censuring board
member Ellen Roe for making racist,
sexist, and anti-working class remarks to
the press.

An opponent of school desegregation,
Roe was quoted in the July 1985 Lake Ciry
News as arguing that children of different

socioeconomic backgrounds should not be
in the same classrooms. “What happens
when you put a child whose mother is a
prostitute in Holly Park [a public housing
project in Seattle’s Black community] who
doesn’t know anything but the inside of his
scruffy house together with a boy like mine
whose parents and grandparents have taken
him everywhere?”

Roe also told the News that she would
not hire women for positions of authority
because they are “emotional and petty.”

Roe’s statements sparked demands for

Detroit UAW hits takebacks

BY MORRIE DIETRICH

DETROIT — United Auto Workers
(UAW) Local 1200 held a highly success-
ful informational picket on the eve of the
expiration of the national contract with
General Dynamics (GD). The August 28
picket, with over 50 workers participating,
began at 8 a.m. with afternoon and night
shift workers, and ended at noon with day
shift workers spending their lunch breaks
on the spirited picket line.

Teamster haulers and others honked
their horns in solidarity as they drove by on
busy Van Dyke street in front of the tank
plant in Warren, just bordering Detroit on
the north. Many placards read: “No con-
cessions”.

Lump sum payments (as opposed to
yearly increases in wages), two-tier wage
and COLA (cost-of-living-adjustment) pro-
gression, lost holidays, and wage and
COLA parity with workers employed by
Chrysler, which owned the tank plant until
1982, are major issues in the negotiations,
The contract expires September 14.

The opportunity for the picket occurred
with the rollout ceremony for the new
MIMI Abrams tank, which was turned
into a big media evend by GD. '

As afternoon shift committeeman Ben
Polselli told TV and newspaper reporters,
the 34 cents an hour GD has offered over a
three year contract is cheap compared to

the hundreds of thousands in taxpayers’
dollars squandered on this ceremonial ex-
travaganza.

GD officials were visibly shaken by the
union’s action and tried unsuccessfully to
prevent reporters from leaving the plant to
cover the picketline outside. The company
also tried to intimidate picketers by taking
names on a clipboard throughout the morn-
ing.

Many unionists viewed this action as a
rehearsal of what is to come upon expira-
tion of the contract. A strike is viewed as
imminent by the local leadership.
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General Dynamics workers walk informa-
tional picket before expiration of contract.

her resignation from a broad range of
Black, labor, Latino, and women's organi-
zations. This demand was also voiced at a
previous meeting at the Mt. Zion Baptist
Church, attended by 400 people.

An earlier school board meeting, held
behind closed doors, removed Roe from
two minor committees but refused to cen-
sure her.

The board’s refusal to demand Roe’s
resignation resulted in a charge by Alex
Stephen, representing the National Council
of Black Lawyers, that the board was car-
rying out a policy of “constructive engage-
ment” with Roe.

The August 21 school board meeting
was preceeded by a picket line of 75 people
chanting “Down with Roe™ and “Roe must

"

go.
School board members were visibly sha-

ken by the militant crowd, over one-half
Black, including many from the Holly Park
housing project. As the meeting started,
chants of “Roe must go™ began.

The first speakers were Millie Russell
and Oscar Eason representing the Coalition
for the Education of Black Children. They
gave the board petitions with the signatures

of more than 7,000 people demanding

Roe’s resignation. They indicated that pet-
itioning is continuing.

Abdul-Hagg of the Nation of Islam re-
ceived loud cheers when he said, "Black
people have never had any representation
on the Seattle School Board. The problem
is not just Roe, but institutionalized ra-
cism.”

Throughout the evening many speakers
pointed to the links between the struggle
against racism in the United States and the
struggle against apartheid in South Africa.

Lacey Steele, representing 2,500 mem-
bers of the NAACP in Seattle, demanded -
that Roe resign.

“Your presence is an insult to women
and minorities,” said Ruth Balf, who spoke
for 1,400 members of the Seattle National
Organization for Women.

James Bender, president of the King
County Central Labor Council, said he had
been raised in public housing projects. He
blasted the seven-member board for refus-
ing to sign a contract with the schools” food
service and maintenance employees.

Roe had her back to the speakers
throughout the entire evening. Other
speakers included those from the National
Women's Political Caucus, Urban League,
Church Council of Greater Seattle, Na-
tional Conference of Black Lawyers, and
Socialist Workers Party.

Finally, the board voted to censure Roe.

Companies pay no taxes, get refunds

BY RASHAAD ALI

“It’s a public scandal when members of
the Fortune 500 pay less in taxes than the
people who wax their floors or type their
letters,” said Robert S. Mclntyre, the au-
thor of a new study by the Citizens for Tax
Justice.

The new study showed that 50 of this
country's largest corporations with com-
bined profits of more than $56 billion paid
no federal taxes from 1981 to 1984,

Forty-eight corporations during the same
period had enough extra tax breaks to re-
ceive refunds totalling almost $2.4 billion.

Large defense contractors, oil and gas
companies, utilities, timber manufacturers,
aerospace firms, airlines, telecommunica-

tions companies, and banks were among
major corporations most often escaping tax
payments.

Boeing Co., General Dynamics, North-
rop Corp., and other military hardware
contractors also avoid taxes under a provi-
sion that lets them defer tax bills on some
income for decades.

The study showed seven companies with
tax rebates of 100 million dollars or more
for the same period from 1981 to 1984.

Boeing got $285 million; Dow Chemical
Co., $180 million; ITT, $177 million; Ten-
neco, $166 million; Pepsico, $135.8 mil-
lion; Santa Fe Southern Pacific Corp.,
$133.4 million and General Dynamics,
$103.8 million.
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N.Y. Labor Day parade protests apartheid

BY FRED MURPHY

NEW YORK — Protests by trade union-
ists against the racist apartheid regime in
South Africa were highly visible in the an-
nual Labor Day Parade here September 2.

It took ovér five hours for the estimated
250,000 of the city’s working people to
march up Fifth Avenue in Manhattan.

While the bulk of the printed signs pre-
pared and distributed to the tens of
thousands of marchers by union officials
called either for restrictions on imported
goods or for voting for one or another
capitalist politician in the upcoming New
York City municipal elections, several of
the union contingents made solidarity with
the South African freedom struggle their
official focus.

Many of the marchers carried “Free
South Africa™ signs.

Contingents took part from most of the
many union locals that are represented in
the New York Central Labor Council, the
official sponsor of the parade. Interspersed
among the marching workers were brass
bands, fife and drum corps, bagpipers, and
floats depicting the rich variety of trades
and occupations carried out by New York’s
working people.

Near the front of the parade as the mar-
chers made their way up Fifth Avenue was
a large contingent of garment workers from
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’
Union Local 23-25, carrying printed two-
sided placards reading “Freedom for South
Africa Now!” and “Freedom Yes, Apart-
heid No!"” Among the local’s banners was
one calling for “Amnesty for Un-
documented Workers.”

The Transport Workers Union (TWU),
which represents thousands of workers in
the New York subway and bus lines, had
dozens of placards reading “End apartheid
in South Africa” and others with such slo-
gans as “We want jobs, not Star Wars” and
“Make the rich pay their fair share of
taxes!”

Local 420 of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME) — which represents workers in
public hospitals here — focused all its par-
ticipation on the freedom struggle in South
Africa. Among a wide variety of union
signs and banners on this theme was one
urging labor to “Support National Protests
Against Apartheid.” Local 420 President
Jim Butler has played a central role in the
recent labor-sponsored actions against
apartheid here in New York.

In a full page ad in the Amsterdam News,
the country’s largest circulation Black
weekly, the local called on the Reagan ad-
ministration to “take action against the out-
law state of South Africa,” and demanded
that “military, political, cultural, and eco-
nomic sanctions must be imposed.”

Workers from the various unions in the
New York hotel industry all marched to-
gether and carried signs celebrating the
gains won in their recent strike.

The largest contingent in the parade by
far was made up of electricians from Local
3 of the International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers. As did other contingents,
many of these marchers carried “Labor for
Koch” signs distributed by supporters of
incumbent Democratic Mayor Edward 1.
Koch.

Near the end of the parade marched
another vigorously anti-apartheid contin-
gent sponsored by District 65 of the United
Auto Workers (UAW). Besides members
of the UAW — which includes clerical,
university, garment, retail, and other
workers — District 65 had invited any
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UAW District 65 contingent was one of many contingents in New York parade that carried anti-apartheid banners

other New Yorkers who wished to express
solidarity with the South African freedom
struggle to join the parade with them. The
contingent was led with a big banner read-
ing “Apartheid must go!”; another District
65 banner read “Stop Reagan’s war in Cen-
tral America!”

The final contingent of marchers in the
Labor Day parade was made up of workers
from a variety of unions that called for sol-
idarity with the Arizona copper miners who
have been on strike against Phelps Dodge
since the summer of 1983. Two leaders of
the Arizona miners traveled to New York

to take part in the parade and make other
efforts to win support for the miners’ strug-
gle. (See accompanying article.)

Supporters of the Socialist Workers
Party mayoral candidate, Andrea Gon-
zédlez, also took part in the Labor Day
Parade.

Detroit: 170,000 march on Labor Day

BY ANDREW PULLEY

DETROIT — Labor Day here was the
largest in two decades. Nearly 170,000
people marched or cheered the parade that
stretched four miles down Woodward Av-
enue.

The official themes were celebration of
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
United Auto Workers (UAW) and Con-
gress of Industrial Organization (CIO), and
appreciation of Vietnam veterans.

The character of the slogans was mixed,
ranging from *Buy American” to “U.S. out
of South Africa.” The Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers Union car-
ried picket signs demanding “Jobs and
Peace Now.”

UAW Local 1200, which may be forced
on strike against the General Dynamics
Corp. when its contract expires September
14, carried a large banner that read: “No
lump sums, no two tier from GD to South
Africa, Yes to Martin Luther King’s Birth-
day, we want the right to strike.”

UAW Local 140, representing workers
in a Chrysler plant, carried the slogans
“Stop outsourcing” and “Lee got his, we
want ours,” referring to Chrysler’s Presi-
dent Lee Iaccoca’s million dollar bonus.

United Farmworkers of Michigan car-
ried a big banner demanding “justice for
those who feed us,” and “time for libera-
tion of farm workers.”

The National Organization for Women
contingent carried a banner calling -for
equal pay for women.

A number of contingents marched with
banners and picket signs condemning U.S.
support to apartheid in South Africa.

Practically every speaker denounced
apartheid and voiced support to the libera-
tion struggle there. Metro Detroit AFL-
CIO President Tom Tumer said, “This
parade celebrates the birthday of the UAW
and CIO as well as ten years after ending
the Vietnam war.” Applauding “labor’s
proud history and bright future,” he said
“labor has fought for social justice in this
country and yes, in South Africa.”

Detroit Mayor Coleman Young said

South African unionist tours U.S.

On September 6 South African unionist
Tozamile Botha, administrative director of
the South African Congress of Trade
Unions, started a one-month tour of the
United States.

In late 1979, Tozamile Botha came into
prominence in South Africa as the central
leader of a strike by several hundred Black
workers at the Ford Motor plant in Port
Elizabeth. It was one of the most militant
strikes in recent years with workers
explicitly linking their economic grie-
vances against the company to their oppos-
ition to South Africa’s racist system of
apartheid.

Botha first became politically active fol-
lowing the massive 1976 youth uprisings,

when he organized a fundraising campaign
to defend arrested student activists.

On Jan. 10, 1980, he was detained by
the South African security police. He was
later released and banned.

In May 1980 Botha escaped and fled
abroad. He has been living in exile since
then, continuing to organize against the
apartheid regime.

Botha's tour will be in St. Louis on Sep-
tember 14-15, Milwaukee 17-19, Detroit
20-21, and San Jose 22-27.

For more information contact the office
of the African National Congress, 801 Sec-
ond Ave. Room 405, New York, N.Y.
10017, or call (212) 490-3487.

right-wing forces “are coming together to
attempt to push us back, attempt to repeal
the civil rights act, and stop social security.
The same Reagan who does all this backs
Botha who murders Black people in South
Africa.”

Tom Donahue, secretary treasurer of the
national AFL-CIO, remarked, “You are
not alone, we say to workers of South Af-
rica. We keep pressuring Washington and
Pretoria until apartheid dies.”

“Two hundred workers changed the po-
litical and economic landscape of this
country forever,” said UAW president
Owen Bieber, referring to a 1935 meeting
which founded the UAW,

Referring to South Africa, Bieber said,
“We can’t have freedom and justice in
America today as long as workers of South
Africa have none.”

Richard Trumka, president of the United
Mineworkers of America (UMWA), was a
featured speaker at the rally. He led a con-
tingent of 200 Kentucky coal miners on
strike against the A.T. Massey Company.
This “Coaltown to Motown" caravan was
in response to solidarity, including $50,000
in food and clothing, delivered to them by
200 auto workers in a “Motown to Coal-
town™ caravan organized by the UAW in
August.

“In the *30s, the courts and local, state,
and federal governments tried to stop the
UAW and other unions,” Trumka told the
rally. “The UMWA faces a similar situa-
tion in Kentucky and West Virginia
today.”

“In face of giant multinational corpora-

. tions willing to exploit slave labor in the in-

terest of gaining a competitive advantage,”
Trumka declared, “we need real solidarity
and not just lip service.”

“We must not limit ourselves to the
legalism which bound us. Now is the time
to think out a winning strategy,” Trumka
said. “We must abandon strategies that
don’t work and in some cases haven’t
worked in 30 years.”

“Defeats of working people in this coun-
try or any country, including South Africa,
are defeats for us,” he said. “The UMWA
stands to unite with all unions to meet
today’s challenges.”

In contrast to many positive political
positions expressed by various speakers,
some reactionary views were also pre-
sented.

Tom Turner said, “Just as labor over-
came antiunion forces in the past, we'll
overcome the Datsuns from Japan and the
Datsuns who sit in the Reagan administra-
tion today.”

In addition, a United Steelworkers con-
tingent carried banners saying, “Keep out
foreign steel.” Not to be outdone, the De-
troit Building Trades contingent of 1,000
stuck little U.S. flags all over themselves.

Detroit labor officials also announced
their customary backing of Democratic
Party candidates for mayor and city coun-
cil.

Supporters of the Socialist Workers
campaign of Kibwe Diarra for mayor dis-
tributed hundreds of campaign statements.
Marchers bought 100 copies of the Militant
and Young Socialist.

Az. striking copper miners

march in N.Y.

BY KAREN KOPPERUD

NEW YORK — When unionists here
marched on Labor Day they were joined by
two striking Arizona copper miners. Angel
Rodriguez, president of United Steelwork-
ers Local 616 of Morenci, and Ray Isner,
chair of the Clifton-Morenci Labor Unity
Council were there to publicize the long
fight -of the 13 unions forced out on strike
in July 1983 by Phelps Dodge, Arizona’s
largest copper producer.

Rodriguez explained why the strikers
have held out so long: “If our strike has
shown that it is possible to hold out, to
fight back. if it makes people a little more
militant, then we have contributed some-
thing to the labor movement. Even if we
lose, if we make people aware that you
have to fight back, then we have made
labor a little stronger. And if we have made
our leadership aware that workers don’t
want to give back, that they are willing to
fight, then that's something.

“We have to maintain that we are still
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parade

fighting,” he said. “We now have a net-
work of supporters around the country. If
we can show that we are still fighting we
can draw on that for the guys at Kennecott
and all the rest when they need it.”

The next copper industry-wide contract
negotiations are in 1986.

Commenting on the anti-apartheid signs
in the march, Isner said that one third of
Phelps Dodge’s 1981 profits came from
holdings in South Africa. Rodriguez said,
“PD is part of the problem in South Africa.
They stand for everything that apartheid is
all about. They pay their Black workers 55
cents an hour.”

Recalling PD’s deportation of strikers
from Bisbee, Arizona, in 1917 and the
brutal segregation of Chicanos and Native
Americans in PD company towns as late as
1968, Rodriguez added, “That’s the kind
of company they are. They don’t care
about workers’ rights in South Africa or in
Arizona.”

The Militant 3



Sandinistas combat racist oppression

Promote rights of indigenous peoples in framework of national unity

Alns loni kot yalabain lani (aihwi totahes dalni maibni belma balne

Alas ma laki kat
yalahnin lani

Cover of Sumo-language illustrated bro-
chure on proposed regional autonomy
plan for Nicaragua’s Atlantic Coast.
Sumes are one of Nicaragua’s indigen-
ous peoples.

Continued from front page
onizers kept all of Nicaragua in a state of
backwardness and national oppression. But
the Atlantic Coast was kept severely unde-
veloped. Its peoples were subjected to spe-
cial forms of race discrimination, particu-
larly the suppression of their native lan-
guages, cultures, and traditions.

Under the regime of Anastasio Somoza,

whose family was put in power in Nicara-
gua by the U.S. government in the 1930s,
the Atlantic Coast peoples were forcibly
isolated from those on the Pacific and de-
nied the right to participate in national po-
litical life. Somoza fostered hostility and
prejudice between the Pacific, Spanish-
speaking population, and the Indian and
Black populations of the Atlantic, in order
to better divide the opposition to his rule.

U.S. and Canadian companies were
given free rein to steal the resources of the
Coast’s gold mines, banana plantations,
forests, and sea. Once the forests and
mines were stripped, the companies pulled
out, leaving silicosis-ridden miners and de-
vastated land in their wake.

Large areas of the Coast remained com-
pletely undeveloped, lacking even roads.
Many Miskitos lived as they had for cen-
turies, catching fish and tending subsis-
tence plots in substandard land.

This was the situation that existed in
1979 when a revolution based on workers
and peasants in Nicaragua’s Pacific region
overturned the Somoza tyranny, ended
U.S. domination, and established a gov-
ernment to represent their own class inter-
ests.

The conquest of Nicaragua’s national in-
dependence and the seizure of power from
the country’s landlords and capitalists
made it possible for the first time for the

peoples of, the Atlantic Coast to put for-
ward demands for the development of their
own languages and cultures, for economic
and social advances, and for a say in the
politics of the nation.

Six years’ experience

The autonomy proposal being discussed
today is the product of six years’ experi-
ence with the revolution on the Coast.

When the Sandinistas triumphed in
1979, the peoples of the Atlantic Coast had
not been involved in the mass struggle
against Somoza. Nor did they necessarily
think of themselves as Nicaraguans first
and foremost, since they had never been
treated as citizens of the nation by the pre-
vious Spanish-speaking government.

Eliminating the backwardness and racial
discrimination imposed on the Coast —
and unifying Nicaragua as a single
sovereign nation — had been part of the
Sandinista National Liberation Front’s
(FSLN) program since 1969. But the
Saninistas did not initially propose auto-
nomy for the region as the road to over-
coming these problems. As they now ex-
plain, they had assumed that the gap be-
tween the Atlantic and Pacific could be
bridged primarily through economic and
social development programs.

However, lacking knowledge of the re-
gion and its languages, cultures, and tradi-
tions, mistakes were made by FSLN mem-

Corn Island marks freeing of slaves

Nicaragua’s Corn Island, located off
the Atlantic Coast port of Bluefields, cel-
ebrated the 144th anniversary of the
abolition of slavery on August 27. The
celebration coincided with an assembly
of Corn Island residents, the majority of
whom are Blacks, to discuss the propos-
al for regional autonomy on the Atlantic
Coast.

In tribute to the struggles of the
people of Corn Island for their libera-
tion, Tomas Borge, president of Nicara-
gua’s national autonomy commission
and a member of the National Directo-
rate of the Sandinista National Libera-
tion Front (FSLN), sent the following
letter, which was reprinted in the FSLN
daily, Barricada. The translation is by
the Militant.

To the people of Corn Island on the an-
niversary of their emancipation:
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

You yourselves chose the best symbol to
express the feeling of liberation of your an-
cestors, when the abolition of slavery was
declared on this island on August 27, 1841.

Just like the hermit crab which abandons
its shell to run free on the sand, the men
and women of this island, who lived
through the disgrace of one of history’s
most inhumane forms of labor, won their
freedom and the right to wrest their suste-
nance from nature under decent conditions.

Every drop of sweat, every tear shed by
those brothers who were taken away from
their native Africa in the slave ships, fell to
the bottom of the sea to become the same
black coral that you shape with your hands
today.

Pain too is the father of human creativ-
ity. They can chain our hands and feet;
they can padlock the cells, but still the
human spirit flies out over the sea looking
for port.

Out of those centuries of shame we in-
herited songs which heavy voices cast to
the wind. We inherited words from the
many dialects spoken in African nations
like Togo. Benin, and Gambia.

From Ghana, that African nation which
today joins hands in solidarity with Nicara-
gua, we inherited “Anansi Stories,” the in-
genious way of telling about the struggle
between the exploiters and the exploited
using well-known animal characters.

When it came up against the English cul-
ture, all of this cultural richness often re-
mained unexpressed and underground. In
order to survive in the new conditions, it
transformed itself, assimilating new ele-
ments that broadened its horizons, like the
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Tomas Borge, Sandinista leader and
president of Nicaragua’s national auto-
nomy commission, sent letter to the pre-
dominantly Black residents of Corn Is-
land on 144th anniversary of abolition of
slavery. -

English language, which, being the vehicle
to express the sentiments of the new Creole
population, became their native language.

From the time of the Emancipation the
plantation workers were free to use their
labor and ingenuity in whatever activity
they chose. This initiated the development
of the coconut industry and strengthened
the fishing industry, which remain two of
the most important sources of income for
the population today.

In its time this was an autonomous deci-
sion: the ability of the people to develop
the productive forms most suitable to their
own identity and in accord with their trad-
itional values.

This is the same way we are trying to re-
solve the question of autonomy for the
people of the Atlantic Coast today, paying
attention to their initiatives and stimulating
their creativity.

Brothers and sisters of Corn Island: We
don’t want anybody else to speak in your
name. You know better than anyone what
your most deeply felt demands are. You
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have to contribute to working out the con-
tent and the scope of this Autonomy Pro-
ject, which belongs to you and to all Nica-
raguans.

Today, more than ever, it 15 our own
hands that create the wind that pushes the
ship of hope. The fisherman knows about
hurricanes and storms. The divers know
about the dangers below. The youth know
that the fruit lies at the very top of the palm
trees.

Everything requires work and calls for
strong arms to produce, not for the master,
but for this multicolor, multiethnic, Nica-
raguan people.

As a result of the location of Corn Is-
land, afloat in the waters of the Caribbean
Ocean, this people has had extensive con-
tacts with the San Andrés, Providence, and
Cayman Islands: with Jamaica; and with
the Creole people of Puerto Limoén [Costa
Rica] and Panama.

This is one more proof of the fact that the
Nicaraguan Atlantic is an inseparable part
of the great circle of Caribbean islands and
Central American coastline, of the coming
and going of hundreds of years, and of
socio-cultural unity in the midst of all its
diversity. :

The Miskitos too have African blood.
Years ago they began to move to the is-
land, settling here with the Creole popula-
tion, trying to earn a living for their
families.

All of the people of the Coast must write
their part in history so that all Nicaraguans
know about it, rediscovering before the
world our contribution to the Caribbean
identity.

Autonomy will also tighten the links
with the Caribbean people. We are taking
important steps so that the future Autonom-
ous Regions can maintain trade with the
Caribbean, in accordance with the laws on
Foreign Trade. This is a just demand of all
of the people of Nicaragua's Atlantic
Coast.

In 1852 when Edward Kelly arrived,
Corn Island was a tiny village. He de-
veloped the idea of celebrating this date in
remembrance of that first step toward liber-
ation.

Today Corn Island is one of the most im-
portant towns on the Coast, and is playing
an active role in the process of autonomy

for all the towns and communities of Nica- -

ragua’s Atlantic Coast.

In the name of the National Directorate
of the FSLN we give you the most frater-
nal, revolutionary salute on this happy oc-
casion.

bers sent in from the Pacific. These errors
were small compared to the major ad-
vances in literacy, health care, democratic
rights, and land reform brought by the rev-
olution.

But U.S. imperialism quickly seized on
the errors to try to convince Miskitos in
particular that the revolutionaries were out
to destroy their rights and way of life. A
significant layer of Miskitos joined the
ClA-organized and’ financed mercenary
army set up in 1981 by Washington to try
to overthrow the revolutionary govern-
ment.

The revolution has brought real material
gains to the Coastal peoples. Moge Indians
and Blacks have become involved in the
revolution and its organizations. putting
forward their own demands. Thus, the im-
perialists” goal of severing the Atlantic
Coast from Nicaragua and thereby over-
throwing the Sandinistas has been de-
feated.

In a demonstration of its revolutionary
leadership capacities, the FSLN has reas-
sessed its approach to the national question
on the Coast, arriving at the proposal for
regional autonomy as the best means to de-
fend the rights of all the Coastal peoples
and strengthen the self-determination of
Nicaragua as an independent nation.

Nicaragua's revolutionary government
established an autonomy commission in
late 1984. It has now been greatly ex-
panded and includes representatives of all
the racial groups on the Coast, reflecting
various political perspectives. In July of
this year, the commission drafted a docu-
ment to serve as a guideline for the auto-
nomy discussion. It is titled Principles and
Policies for the Exercise of the Right to Au-
tonomy by the Indigenous People and
Communities of the Atlantic Coast of Nica-
ragua. The document has been printed in
large quantities in four languages: Miskito,
Sumo, Spanish, and English. A shorter, il-
lustrated brochure is also out.

Autonomy “promoters” are taking this
document door to door on the Coast today
to initiate discussion and debate over the
proposal. Once this process is completed
and further contributions from the Coastal
peoples integrated into the document. it
will be presented to Nicaragua's National
Assembly for passage.

What is autonomy?

Autonomy, the document explains, is
“the recognition and effective exercise of
the historical rights of the indigenous
peoples and communities of the Atlantic
Coast, within the framework of national
unity and the principles and policies of the
Sandinista Popular Revolution.”

The document goes on to outline the
concrete historical evolution of the Coast
under imperialist domination.

“Within the context of a socio-economic
system that exploits all workers, the colo-
nial and neocolonial powers, in association
with the local ruling classes, molded a de-
pendent Nicaraguan nation, which did not
allow all the indigenous peoples and com-
munities to participate on an equal basis,”
the document explains.

“As a result of their historical develop-
ment, the indigenous peoples and ethnic
communities of the Atlantic Coast acquired
specific traits, such as in their language,
culture, forms of organization and eco-
nomic relations, that differentiate them
from each other and from the rest of the
Nicaraguan people.

“The former governments did not recog-
nize their rights,” the document continues,
“nor did they allow these peoples and com-
munities to fully participate in the coun-
try's socio-economic and political activ-
ities and abandoned them to the transna-
tional corporations, which exploited the
natural and human résources in this part of
Nicaragua. This experience deepened their
isolation from the rest of the nation.”

Key democratic task

Rectifying this situation is a key demo-
cratic task of the revolution. the document
states. The demands of the Coastal peoples
“are part of the struggle of the Sandinista
Popular Revolution to affirm its popular
and anti-imperialist nature and to broaden
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Meeting of Coast peoples in Managua to discuss autonomy plan. Most of those in attendance were Miskitos.

democratic liberties,” it explains.

In the course of meeting these demands,
the revolution has had to overcome the
Somozaist legacy of “mutual distrust and

prejudice which developed between the.

population of the Atlantic and Pacific re-
gions,” the document says.

U.S. imperialism, the document con-
tinues, took advantage of these “historical
contradictions and the Revolution’s limita-
tions and mistakes . . . to distort the ethnic
question against the Revolution, confusing
the legitimate claims and aspirations of the
indigenous peoples and communities of the
Atlantic Coast and diverting many toward
the goal of destabilization.™

Under the false banner of defending the
rights of the Coastal peoples., the CIA drew
a layer of them., particularly Miskitos, into
its mercenary army. While many of these
Miskitos have laid down their arms and re-
turned to their communities under an am-
nesty program, two armed Miskito groups
continue to exist.

A goal of the autonomy proposal is to
open the door to a political solution to the
military conflict on the Coast, including by
trying to draw into the autonomy discus-
sions some of the Miskito forces who have
not laid down their arms.

Principles of autonomy

The document outlines the political prin-
ciples on which autonomy will be based.
First, “Nicaragua is one indivisible nation,
and the sovereignty of the Revolutionary
State extends throughout the national terri-
tory.”

Second, “Nicaragua is a multi-ethnic
country, struggling against all forms of dis-
crimination, racism, separatism, ethnocen-
trism, localism, isolationism, and hegem-
onism. . .. The indigenous peoples and
other communities of the Atlantic Coast are
an indissoluble part of the Nicaraguan
people.”

Third, “Having won full national inde-
pendence for the entire Nicaraguan people
and by eliminating the power of the unpat-
riotic bourgeoisie, the Sandinista Popular
Revolution has created for the first time in
history the conditions which can guarantee
participation in the construction of a new
society to the indigenous peoples and com-
munities of the Atlantic Coast, on an equal
basis with the rest of the Nicaraguan
people.”

Fourth, “The unity of the Nicaraguan
people in their revolutionary objectives,
combined with diversity of language, cul-
ture, and religion, are unforsakeable goals
of the Revolution.™

Fifth, “The defense of national
sovereignty and of the nation’s territorial
integrity is the supreme duty of every Nic-
araguan citizen. The exercise of the rights
of autonomy will contribute to the
strengthening of national unity and will in-
crease the participation of the indigenous
peoples and communities of the Atlantic
Coast in the task of defending national
sovereignty.”

Specific rights

The document lists specific rights
guaranteed to peoples of the Atlantic
Coast, including the following:

® “the full right to preserve their own
cultures and historical and religious herit-
age”;

@ “the right to the free use and develop-

ment of their languages”;

® “the right to receive education in their
native language and in Spanish™;

® “the right to organize their social and
economic activity in accordance with their
values and traditions™;

@ “the right to individual or collective
possession of the lands they have tradition-
ally occupied™;

® “the right to use of the lands, forests,
and surface, subterranean, and coastal wat-
ers of the areas they inhabit™ and to deter-
mine “the rational use of the natural re-
sources of the region.”

Regional government structure

The proposed structure of the autonom-
ous regional government is as follows.
There will be one single law establishing
autonomy and defining the boundaries of
the specific regions where it will be ap-
plied. Assemblies will be elected in each of
these regions. Every racial group — no

matter how small — is guaranteed repre-
sentation.

The current thinking is to have one reg-
ional assembly in Northern Zelaya and
another in Southern Zelaya. Each of these
assemblies will also elect an executive
body from their membership.

Each regional assembly will be em-
powered to write its own statute on func-
tioning. It will ensure the observance of the
rights of all the Coastal peoples. It will also
implement national laws and present pro-
posals to Nicaragua’s National Assembly
to adapt national laws to the specific situa-
tion on the Coast.

The assembly will “ensure, in coordina-
tion with the national police force, the
maintenance of law and order within the

autonomous region and attempt to ensure

that the members and officers of the force
are inhabitants of the autonomous region,”
the document explains. It will also “pro-
mote . . . participation in the defense of na-
tional sovereignty and territorial integrity.”

The assembly will participate in the
planning and implementation of economic
policy, including on “land possession and
tenure, economic programs, development
programs, investment projects, organiza-
tion and administration of enterprises,” and
“profits generated by the natural resources
and production.”

It will also ratify a regional budget to be
presented to the national government and
establish policies for a “*special fund for de-
velopment and social progress of the auto-
nomous regions of the Atlantic Coast.”

Powers of central government

Nicaragua’'s central government has the
following powers, the document states:

® “Defense of the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of the Nicaraguan nation.

® “Internal security of the State and reg-
ulation of citizenship.

® “International relations and foreign
policy. ;

@ “Foreign trade and customs opera-
tions.

® “National economic strategy,” with
the understanding that the revolution is
based on “an economic strategy favoring
the interests of the working people.”

The national autonomy commission ex-
plains in its introduction to the document
that “We envisage this document as the
basis for a consultation which will allow
further contributions and suggestions from
the indigenous peoples and communities of
the Atlantic Coast and of the Nicaraguan
people as a whole, and which will also
raise consciousness within Nicaragua and ~
bring support from the international com-
munity. . . . [I]t will help to further develop
the democratic nature of the Revolution, to
unite the Nicaraguan family, and to
achieve peace and national unity.”

‘Blacks are speaking out for first time’

BY BILL GRETTER
AND CINDY JAQUITH

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — “The strug-
gle of Blacks in South Africa, in Namibia,
in Watts, and in Harlem is no different than
the struggle we as a people had here in Nic-
aragua,” says Yolanda Campbell.

Campbell is a Black Nicaraguan from
this country’s Atlantic Coast. She comes
from Southern Zelaya. whose population
consists of Blacks (or Creoles), mestizos
(Spanish-speaking Nicaraguans), Rama In-
dians, and Garifonos.

Campbell is a representative from
Southern Zelaya on the national commis-
sion working here to prepare a law that will
grant local government autonomy to the
peoples of the Coast. There are also mem-
bers of the commission from Northern
Zelaya, where the population is Miskito In-
dian, mestizo, and Sumo Indian.

Campbell is a national spokeswoman in
Managua for the autonomy commission.
The Militant interviewed her August 27 at
the Autonomy House here in the capital.

*We were considered an innate object’

Under the regime of Anastasio Somoza.
overthrown in 1979, the Atlantic Coast was
kept even more underdeveloped than the
Pacific, Campbell explains. The Coast
peoples were barely recognized as human
beings. “We were considered an innate ob-
ject that didn’t have to be worried about,”
she says. “The attitude was, “Well, those
people are just out there eating fish and
bananas.” ™

Extreme isolation from the rest of the
country and the world was imposed on the
Coast. shown by the fact that today many
people outside Nicaragua still do not know
there are thousands of Black Nicaraguans
who speak English.

Under the Somoza  dictatorship,
Campbell says, a Black person like herself
would never have been allowed to be a
spokesperson for anything. *1 would have
been a source of embarassment for the gov-
ernment. | would have had to be at least a
mestizo, preferably with European fea-
tures,” she says with a laugh.

Long before the 1979 revolution, Nica-
raguan Blacks aspired to be recognized as a

people and granted their rights. But it was
not until 1979 when the Nicaraguan masses
rose up and overthrew Somoza, establish-
ing a revolutionary government, that the
voice of Black people could be heard, she
says. “This is the first time a government is
saying, ‘we’ve heard your cries, we've
heard your requests, your demands. We're
listening — you are right.” ™

At the time of the revolution, she ex-
plains, knowledge of the anti-Somoza
struggle and the Sandinista National Liber-
ation Front (FSLN) that was leading it was
very limited on the Atlantic Coast. The
armed struggle took place on the Pacific
side of the country. When news reached
the Atlantic of Somoza's downfall, how-
ever, “it was very popular.”

‘Mistakes not intentional’

The development of the revolution on
the Atlantic Coast was not simple, how-
ever. Campbell explained that in the course
of trying to rapidly bring the level of de-
velopment of the Atlantic Coast up to that
of the Pacific, “a lot of mistakes were
made.”

“But those mistakes were not inten-
tional,” she stresses. “They were made be-
cause historically we have had a certain
lack of confidence between those on the
Atlantic and those on the Pacific. Histori-
cally we have been isolated, Atlantic from
Pacific. The little knowledge we had was
always from the point of view of the lead-
ing oppressing class.”

The revolution opened the door for the
Coast peoples to break out of their isola-
tion. They began to take hold of their own
destinies and play a role in the national life
of the country. *“We have had the opportu-
nity in these last six years to really partici-
pate in ways we'd never imagined before.”
says Campbell.

“The only way we as the people of the
Atlantic Coast could have been liberated
was through the great struggle all of Nica-
ragua went through that culminated in 1979
with the victory. Had we not had this vic-
tory in 1979 as a nation, we could not as-
pire to even talk about autonomy, much
less want it to become law.”

The revolutionary government “is giving
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us full support,™ she continues, in the cam-
paign for autonomy.

With government support, a document
has been prepared on autonomy that is now
serving as the basis for discussion at as-
semblies of Atlantic Coast peoples. The
night before we interviewed Campbell, we
had the opportunity to attend one such
meeting for Coastal peoples residing here
in the capital of Managua. )

Campbell and other autonomy commis-
sion members addressed the gathering and
then the mike was turned over to the audi-
ence so people could raise their questions,
criticisms, and suggestions. Most of those
in attendance were Miskitos and the discus-
sion took place mainly in their language,
with translation. Others spoke in English,
Spanish, or Sumo.

*“At that assembly you were at yester-
day,” Campbell points out, “it was evident
that the people could look at us and tell us,

Continued on Page 14

Militant/Bill Gretter
Yolanda Campbell, member of auto-
nomy commission. She says, “Struggle
of Blacks in South Africa and Harlem
was no different than struggle of Nicara-
guan people” before revolution.
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—BUILDING ANTI-APARTHEID AND ANTIWAR ACTIONS

This week the Militant will
start as a regular feature a col-
umn on the growing protests in
this country both to break all
U.S. ties with South Africa and
to end the U.S.-organized war in
Central America and the Carib-
bean.

The column will also report
on anti-apartheid and antiwar
actions around the world.

Philadelphians
say “Apartheid no”

BY STEPHEN HUNTER

PHILADELPHIA — Chants of
“Apartheid, No!” brought shop-
pers out of doors and into the
streets here August 24, as 400
demonstrators marched through
this city’s downtown area to de-
mand an end to U.S. support of the
South African regime.

State Rep. Alphonso Deal, who
also heads the North Philadelphia
NAACP, told the mainly Black
crowd, “What is happening in
South Africa happened here once.
Those signs you see in South Af-
rica that say ‘No Blacks on the
beach’ were once seen here.”

Representing 36 unions that
make up the Philadelphia Labor
Coalition Against Apartheid, Ber-
nie Dinkin of the Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers
Union (ACTWU) Joint Board here
read a statement denouncing the
persecution of South African
unionists.

“They are charged.” Dinkin
said, “with mobilizing unionists;
with campaigning for the release
of political prisoners; with
popularizing revolutionary leaders
and the Freedom Charter. They
are charged with encouraging non-
collaboration by workers — that
is, with organizing strikes.

“In other words, they are
charged with unionism.”

In a statement read at the rally,

the South West Africa People’s
Organization (SWAPO) rejected
Reagan administration attempts to
link Namibian independence to the
withdrawal of Cuban troops from
Angola. It further asserted that
“total economic and political sanc-
tion by all peace-loving nations
will hasten the destruction of
apartheid in South Africa and co-
lonialism in Namibia.”

Victor Mashabela of the African
National Congress seconded this.
U.S. corporations in South Africa,
he said. “function in arrogant dis-
regard of what Black South Afri-
cans want. There are economic
cutbacks there just as there are
here.”

Mashabela called for the “isola-
tion of apartheid” and breaking all
U.S. corporate ties with the Pre-
toria regime. : ‘

The demonstration was or-
ganized by the Martin Luther King
Anti-Apartheid Coalition.

Portland picket
demands
release of Mandela

BY CONNIE ALLEN

PORTLAND — A spirited
demonstration of 150 picketed
downtown August 30 to protest
the arrest of Rev. Allan Boesak,
organizer of a march in Cape
Town, South Africa, to demand
the release of Nelson Mandela.

The emergency picket was built
on two days’ notice in response to
cop violence and repression of the
August 28 demonstration to free
Mandela, imprisoned leader of the
African National Congress.

An August 29 press conference
here announcing the picket heard
from Avel Gordly, coordinator of
Portlanders Organized for South-
ern African Freedom (POSAF).

Also at the press conference
was Rev. John Garlington, presi-

dent of the Albina Ministerial Al-
liance; Rev. Terry Swicegood of
Westminster Presbyterian Church;
Rev. Jim Stewart, Lewis and
Clark College chaplain; and Rev.
Colin Jones, a Black South Afri-
can Anglican priest visiting Port-
land.

“Constructive engagement fi-
nances the apartheid economy™;
“Stop the blood money, divest
now’’; “Majority rule in South Af-
rica”; “Children need freedom™;
and “Dismantle apartheid ™ were
on signs and chanted by the pick-
ets that included unionists and stu-
dents.

The crowd heard from Julia
Hicks, president of Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers
Union Local 128, who said it is
time for us to band together as
unionists and to say we won't tol-
erate U.S. support to apartheid
anymore.

A symbolic passbook, a tool of
repression against Blacks in South
Africa, was burned to chants of
*Apartheid must end.”

It was announced that the coali-
tion is organizing a city-wide dem-
onstration against U.S. support to
apartheid on October 12. There
are also weekly pickets at Colum-
bia Coin protesting sales of the
South African gold coin, the
Krugerrand.

South Africa’s

honorary consul in
Cleveland resigns

BY SCOTT WARE
CLEVELAND — Anti-apart-
heid forces here scored a major
victory on August 21 when
Stephen M. Klonowski resigned
as Honorary Consul for the Re-
public of South Africa. The Free
South Africa Coalition, supported
by many other organizations, has
organized weekly picket lines out-

side of Klonowski's law offices
here for the last eight months.

Klonowski's resignation at a
crowded news conference came
only days after protesters an-
nounced plans to begin picketing
his home — a posh condominium
in an exclusive area of town — as
well as his office.

Cleveland City Council Presi-
dent George Forbes announced at
the conference that protests con-
vinced him that Klonowski’s ties
to apartheid were creating a grow-
ing “problem™ for the city. He ex-
pressed relief that the problem was
now resolved and that “we have
now eliminated a cancer from the
community.”

Mylion Waite, associate direc-
tor of the Interchurch Council of
Greater Cleveland and leader of
the Free South Africa Coalition,
issued a victory statement to the
press.

“We are thankful,” she said,
“for the solidarity of thousands of
Clevelanders that joined us on the
picket lines in front of the Stan-
dard Building, in rain, sleet and
snow. Please know that your
voices made a difference. Today
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we have sent a message from
Northeast Ohio around the world
saying that the government of
South Africa is no longer recog-
nized here.”

This latest victory has further

stimulated a growing wave of anti-
apartheid activity being planned
here for the fall.
" On September 21, the Free
South Africa Coalition will be
sponsoring a women’s protest
march against apartheid honoring
the struggle of South African
women against the hated pass laws
in that country.

A rally against apartheid sched-
uled for October 11 has already re-
ceived unprecedented support
from labor, civil rights, women'’s,
and religious organizations.

UFCW Local 880, the largest
union local in northeast Ohio with
15,000 members, has donated its
meeting hall for the rally, and
Willy Baker, international vice
president of the UFCW and head
of its civil rights department, will
be one of the speakers, as will
Charles Pinzone, executive secre-
tary of the Cleveland Building and
Construction Trades Council.

Stop the executions; free Moloise, Xulu, Payi

BY FRED FELDMAN

The apartheid regime in South Africa is
preparing to execute Malesela Benjamin
Moloise, Sipho Xulu, and Clarence Lucky
Payi.

Moloise, 30, was convicted in 1983 for
the killing of a South African policeman
who had specialized in helping the govern-
ment frame up antiapartheid activists. The
African National Congress (ANC) has
taken responsibility for killing the police-
man, but says that Moloise was not in-
volved.

Moloise was arrested in February 1983
as a material witness. He was charged with
the killing only after he refused to give tes-
timony against three others accused of the
act. They were executed in June 1983.

Moloise is an upholsterer; he is also an
actor and poet. He lived in the Winterveld
Resettlement Camp in the Bophuthatswana
Bantustan — one of the desolate reserves
where Africans are forced to live when
their labor is not needed elsewhere.

Momike Pauline Moloise, Moloise’s
‘mother, has issued an international appeal
to stop the execution of her son. “I appeal

NATIONAL STUDENT CONFERENCEON
SOUTH AFRICA AND NAMIBIA

DATE NOVEMBER 1-3, 1985

PLACE: HUNTER COLLEGE
PARK AVENUE AND 68th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

We urge you to attend this conference to
help build the sustained movement
necessary to cut off all U.S. support for
apartheid.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
National Student Conference on
South Africa and Namibia

/0 198 Broadway, Room 402, New York,
N.Y. 10038 (212) 962-1210

to you all,” she stated, “to do everything
possible to pressurize Botha to exercise
discretion and mercy and free my son.”

Moloise’s hanging was set for August
21. It was put off under pressure from the
international campaign against his execu-
tion and the growing struggle against apart-
heid in South Africa.

Sipho Xulu, 25, was involved in protests
against rent increases in Sobantu village in
1982. In 1983 he left South Africa and un-
derwent military training with the ANC.

Clarence Lucky Payi, 20, left South Af-
rica following his involvement in a school
boycott in his hometown of KwaMashu,

They were imprisoned in June 1984 fol-
lowing the killing of Benjamin Langa, a
youth activist and former leader of the
South African Students’ Organization.

Within South Africa, the Release Man-
dela Committee — which demands free-
dom for imprisoned ANC leader Nelson
Mandela — is campaigning against the ex-
ecutions. A speaker at one meeting de-

nounced the South African government for
“shooting young people and hanging the
youth while the international community
... is celebrating the International Year of
the Youth.”

Protest messages demanding freedom
for Moloise, Xulu, and Payi should be sent
to President Ronald Reagan, White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington,
D.C., and to P.W. Botha, State President,
Union Building, Pretoria 0001, South Af-
rica.

On August 17 the National Com-
mittee of the Australian Socialist
Workers Party formalized their split
with the Fourth International.

This big development for the In-
ternational is given special coverage
in the current (September 23) issue
of Intercontinental Press. To make
this possible the number of pages
has been expanded to 40. It has also
necessitated postponing publication
of Cuban President Fidel Castro’s
speech on the debt crisis advertised
in last week’s Militant. The speech
will begin to appear in the October 7
IP.

In splitting, the Australian SWP
leaders say the Fourth International
is an obstacle to building the kind of
international solidarity movement
they think is needed, and it should
never have been formed.

An article by IP editor Doug Jen-
ness describes the origins of the
Fourth International and its key
place in defending the continuity of
Leninism and the development of a
mass revolutonary international.

An article by SWP leader Steve

‘IP’ special on walkout of Australian SWP

Clark describes the Australian SWP

leaders’ accommodation to Stalin-

ism as shown by their endorsement

of the betrayal of the Vietnam inde-

pendence struggles in the 1940s.
Several documents are.also in-

INTERCONTINENTAL
PRESS

Oceania

cluded that show the political de-|~=

generation of the Australian SWP
leadership that led to their walkout.

Intercontinental Press is a biweekly
that carries more articles, docu-

ments, and special features onworld |4

politics — from Europe to Oceania
and from the Middle East to Central
America — than we have room for
in the Militant. Subscribe now.

Enclosed is [[] $7.50 for 3 months.
[] $15 for 6 months. [] $30 for 1
year.

Name
Address

Australian SWP Leaders Declare
Split From Fourth International

City State Zip

Clip and mail to Intercontinental
Press, 410 West St., New York, NY
10014.
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S. Africa rulers shaken by freedom struggle

BY FRED FELDMAN

South African President Pieter Botha has
denounced businessmen for planning a
meeting with exiled leaders of the African
National Congress in neighboring Zambia.

The ANC is the most popular anti-apart-
heid organization in South Africa. Out-
lawed by the racist regime in 1960, its sup-
porters have been in the forefront of the
protests that are shaking the system.

In a recent survey, Nelson Mandela —
the imprisoned ANC leader — led all
others by a wide margin as Blacks’ choice
for president of South Africa.

On September 8, Botha condemned the
planned meeting as “unwise and even dis-
loyal.” He restated his position that he
would not discuss with the ANC unless it
gave up the armed struggle against apart-
heid and expelled communists from its
leadership.

Among those said to support the plan to
meet with the ANC were chief executives
of the Anglo-American Corporation,
Barclays Bank, and Barlow Rand — some
of South Africa’s biggest businesses.

Officials of the Zambian government
said the meeting would be held despite
Botha’s attack.

This development highlighted differ-
ences in South Africa’s ruling class over
how to end the Black revolt.

Four business organizations — compris-
ing the big majority of South Africa’s in-
dustrial and commercial firms — declared
August 29, “Our survival depends on mak-
ing the necessary structural changes.” The
statement proposed negotiations with “the
whole spectrum of accepted Black lead-
ers,” including ANC leaders. They
suggested ending the state of emergency
imposed in July.

“Organized business would seriously
warn against the danger of the country en-
tering a state of siege in response to the
threat of local boycotts, trade union strikes
and stayaways, and international sanctions
and disinvestment,” the organizations
stated. *

A similar message came from Anton
Rupert, chairman of the Rembrandt Group
of companies. He warned that the govern-
ment had a “final opportunity” to “intro-

- duce the sort of reforms the country is
strongly signalling that it needs so ur-
gently.”

The difficulties of South Africa’s
capitalist economy also spur big-business
criticisms of the government. Growth rates
are down, unemployment has reportedly
doubled in a year, and gold prices are in de-
cline. The government has declared a four-
month moratorium on payments of its for-
eign debt.

The Botha government cracked down on
antidraft protests September 9, arresting
four leaders of the movement against con-
scription and raiding a dozen homes and
offices. Only whites are subject to the mil-
itary draft in South Africa and whites pre-

dominate in the protests.

Deputy Defense Minister Adrian Vlok
charged that antidraft actions were used “to
achieve the ANC’s evil goals.”

The South African Council of Churches
condemned the arrests. It accused the gov-
ernment of suppressing ‘“every single
legitimate attempt to appeal peacefully for
the removal of the barrier of apartheid that
is destroying our country.”

The regime ordered 454 schools and col-
leges shut in the Cape Town area Sep-
tember 6, in an effort to stem protests by
the Coloured section of the Black popula-
tion.

A member of Botha's cabinet said the
schools were closed because “they have
now become the meeting place for organiz-
ing protests and, more than protests, arson
and promoting violence.”

“The schools are not performing an edu-
cational function,” he said. Their educa-
tional function under apartheid is teaching
white supremacy and Black inferiority.

Protests continued in the Cape Town
area, however. On September 7, many
thousands joined a funeral procession and
rally for eleven victims of the regime. One
of the dead was a two-month-old infant
suffocated by tear gas.

" Funeral participants carried ANC flags
and banners supporting the armed struggle
against apartheid.

After the funeral, large numbers of
Black youth built barricades to fight off
police attacks on their community. At least
one person was killed.

Cape Town Blacks also staged protests
in the parts of the city reserved, under the
racist laws, for whites.

Continued from front page

This fact adds to the growing confidence
of the South African masses that the apart-
heid regime is doomed.

The sanctions mark a modification with-
in the government policy of “constructive
engagement” — a euphemism for support-
ing the South African government and op-
posing the struggle of the Black masses
against it,

It marks a shift from Reagan’s August
26 attempt to openly defend the Botha gov-
ernment. Reagan went so far as to claim
that South Africa “has eliminated the
segregation that we once had in our own
country.”

At that time, Reagan scarcely concealed
his sympathy with ultrarightist Rev. Jerry
Falwell’s campaign in defense of the apart-
heid regime. One aspect of Falwell’s racist
crusade is urging the purchase of Kruger-
rands.

Reagan’s remarks stirred wide protests
in this country. And in South Africa, the

70,000 Blacks march in funeral procession in Duncan Village. Blacks have massively
challenged regime’s ban on protests at funerals for victims of apartheid.

Why Reagan imposed economic sanctions

Black masses and their supporters inten-
sified their anti-apartheid struggle despite
daily massacres by the government.

On September 6 Reagan apologized for
his statement that segregation had been
eliminated in South Africa. He noted how
“widespread” the reaction to his statements
had been. On September 9 Reagan im-
posed the sanctions — in part to head off
slightly stronger sanctions being consid-
ered by Congress.

In his statement announcing sanctions,
Reagan denounced “the system of apart-
heid” as ‘“deliberate, systematic, in-
stitutionalized racial discrimination deny-
ing the Black majority their God-given
rights.”

His statement expressed a growing con-
sensus of opinion in the U.S. ruling class
— one that is reflected in stands taken by
the U.S. government, Congress, and the
capitalist media. The South African gov-
ernment must adopt more sweeping re-
forms of the system, they argue, in order to
make it possible to pacify the Black popu-

Apartheid means slave labor laws tor Blacks

The recent strike by South Africa’s
Black miners has focused attention on
the conditions faced by Black workers
under apartheid. Following is an excerpt
from South Africa: White Rule, Black
Revolt by Ernest Harsch. This book is
available for $7.95 from Pathfinder
Press, 410 West St., New York, N.Y.
10014, or any of the socialist bookstores
and offices listed on page 16.

The regulation and control of South Af-
rica’s Black working class stands at the
core of the apartheid system. The police
and prisons, the pass laws, the labor bu-
reaus, influx control, the Bantustans, the
migratory labor system, segregated town-
ships. even education — all are aimed, in
one way or another, at ensuring that Blacks
fulfill their assigned role as underpaid and
superexploited laborers.

The extent of the ruling class’s depen-
dency on Black labor is evident from its
own figures. As of 1977, there were more
than 8 million Black workers in South Af-
rica — 7 million Africans, 1 million Col-
oureds, and 221.000 Asians. Africans
alone were about 70 percent of the entire
work force; all together, Black workers
comprised 81 | reent. --'ack workers and

their families constitute the overwhelming
majority of the Black population.

It was precisely to keep a firm rein on
this powerful Black working class and to
prevent it from translating its social weight
into political power that the white rulers
erected the most elaborate and extensive
system of labor control in the world.

In the words of G.F. van L. Froneman, a
Nationalist member of parliament, Afri-
cans “only come here to supply labor. They
are only supplying a commodity, the com-
modity of labor . .. it is labor we are im-
porting and not laborers as individuals.”

To banish the specter of “laborers as in-
dividuals™ settling permanently in the
towns, demanding their rights, and acquir-
ing a consciousness of their own strength
as a class, the apartheid regime acted to
greatly entrench and expand the migratory
labor system. It sentenced millions of Afri-
can workers to lives of constant insecurity,
of enforced oscillation between the Bantu-
stans and the “white” cities and farms.

Of the many Africans expelled to the
Bantustans, only those who were actually
employed were allowed to return to the
major cities, to take up their former jobs
(or different jobs where they were more

needed) as rightless migrants. They were
forced to leave their families behind in the
resettlement camps in the reserves.

To provide a mechanism for the sys-
tematic recruitment and placement of mig-
rant workers, Pretoria established labor bu-
reaus in the Bantustans. All Africans living
in the area of a tribal labor bureau have to
register for work within one month of
reaching the age of 15, becoming un-
employed, or finishing full-time studies.
They are then assigned to a specific cate-
gory of occupation and must accept what-
ever job is given to them. A complete em-
ployment record of all workers registered
with the bureaus is stored in a computer in
Pretoria. In 1968 the labor bureau arrange-
ment was extended to African townships in
the urban areas as well.

When hired, the migrant worker must
sign a labor contract that is good for no
longer than one year (nine months for
workers under 18 years of age). At the end
of the contract period, the worker must re-
turn to his or her Bantustan for at least two
weeks to await further employment. In this
way, most migrants spend a good part of
their adult lives away from their homes and
families, with all the misery and corrosive

Continued on Page 16
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lation and prevent an even greater chal-
lenge to white minority rule.

In line with this, a U.S. government
spokesperson recently called for releasing
Nelson Mandela, the imprisoned leader of
the African National Congress, from
prison. He criticized the conditions the
South African government has attempted
to place on his release.

The State Department has called on the
Botha government to include the African
National Congress in talks on the future of
South Africa. “The ANC we look at as ob-
viously one of a number of important polit-
ical parties in this situation,” said an offi-
cial. “I mean, for us to say the Government
shouldn’t talk to the ANC would be mad-
ness.”

Washington says it is for ending apart-
heid. Yet it does not support the democrat-
ic demand of the Black masses for one per-
son, one vote. Nor does it call for majority
rule,

In an interview with the Washington
Post, published on August 29, a top admin-
istration official suggested that one-person,
one-vote was -a “winner-take-all system
that would leave no place for the whites.”

Washington opposes full democracy for
the Black majority in South Africa, be-
cause that would mean the end of the white
minority government and ruling state
power in South Africa.

That government and state have been the
key to guaranteeing massive profits to U.S.
investors at the expense of the Black
majority.

Only with such a repressive government
and state can South Africa continue to play
the role of an imperialist cop against liber-
ation struggles in southern Africa.

That is why Reagan’s sharpest criticism
is reserved not for racist murderers like
Botha, but for the Black masses who fight
back against the government’s violence.
“The opponents of apartheid, using ter-
rorism and violence, will bring not free-
dom and salvation,” Reagan said in his
statement announcing the executive order,
“but greater suffering and more oppor-
tunities for expanded Soviet influence
within South Africa and in the entire re-
gion.”

The minimal sanctions imposed by the
U.S. government show that the fighters
against apartheid — above all in South Af-
rica, but here as well — are having a pow-
erful impact. These initial concessions
should inspire all opponents of apartheid in
this country to step up the pressure.
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Johannesburg skyline announces heavy presence of Mobil in South Africa. This
U.S. oil company helps out apartheid’s cops.

BY ERNEST HARSCH

“Foreign investment is a pillar of the
whole system which maintains the virtual
slavery of the Black workers of South Af-
rica.”

That assessment, by the predominantly
Black South African Congress of Trade
Unions (SACTU), is widely shared by
Black unionists, community activists, stu-
dent leaders, religious figures, and other
victims of apartheid.

Because of the role of foreign corpora-
tions in upholding the racist system of
apartheid, Blacks in South Africa are de-
manding an end to all such investments
(see accompanying article). They are also
insisting that all trade, financial, military,
cultural, sports, and other links with the
white minority regime in Pretoria be bro-
ken.

There are many foreign corporations
with important stakes in South Africa; but
those from the United States play an espe-
cially crucial role. Behind them lies the
whole weight of U.S. economic and politi-
cal power.

Pretoria recognizes this. It gives U.S.
collaboration pride of place in a partnership
that denies Blacks their most elementary
rights.

U.S. corporate involvement in South
Africa goes back nearly a century. when
Mobil Oil and General Electric set up oper-
ations there in the 1890s.

Since then, U.S. investment has kept
pace with the expansion of South Africa’s
capitalist economy. It has been an integral
part of that country’s industrialization.

Today, there are nearly 300 U.S. firms
with direct affiliates in South Africa, em:-
ploying some 100,000 workers. These in-
clude most of the 50 largest U.S. com-
panies. Billboards and signs for Colgate,
Ford, Westinghouse, Xerox, General Mo-
tors, Singer, and other well-known U.S.
trade names dot the skylines of most South
African cities,

Altogether, U.S. companies now have
$2.3 billion in investments in South Africa,
accounting for one-fifth of the total foreign
investments. Only British companies hold
a larger share.

When confronted with demands that
they pull out of South Africa, these corpo-

Corporation Investments
(in millions)
Allegheny Int’l *
Burroughs Corp. $150
Caltex Petroleum 334
Coca-Cola 60
Colgate-Palmolive %
Firestone *
Ford Motor 230
General Electric 120
General Motors 140
Goodyear 97
IBM 89
Johnson & Johnson *
Kimberly-Clark 11
Minnesota Mining
& Mfg. 26
Mobil Corp. 400
Norton Co. 26
Phelps Dodge 37
Phibro-Salomon 420
R.J. Reynolds *
Standard Oil (Ohio) 10
Union Carbide x
U.S. Gypsum 16
United Technologies 21
Sources: Economic Notes
American Committee on Africa
Pacific Northwest Research Center

Some of U.S. corporations with largest
investments in South Africa. Asterisks
indicate ones which refuse to report how
much.
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rations’ public relations officials argue that
they are providing jobs to Black workers.
But that is not why they set up operations
there.

They did so to make profits — big prof-

- its. South Africa consistently brings for-

eign investors higher profit rates than al-
most any other country in the world. In the
five years from 1979 through 1983, this av-
eraged 16.2 percent for U.S. firms.

These high profit levels are possible be-
cause of the apartheid system. South Afri-
can Blacks have had the vast bulk of their
land taken away from them, and so have no
other source of income but to work for
white employers. Yet they cannot freely
sell their labor. The denial to Blacks of vir-
tually all democratic rights, the rigid re-
strictions on where they and their families
can live, the reservation of certain jobs for
“whites only,” and the general conditions
of poverty confronting Blacks — all help to
keep Biack wage levels extremely low and
profits high.

Many U.S. companies claim they are
seeking to improve Black wages and work-
ing conditions. But the facts speak diffe-
rently.

Last year, Union Carbide’s Vametco
mining subsidiary paid its Black workers
less than one-third of what it paid its white
workers, or about $2 an hour. Another
Union Carbide subsidiary fired its entire
Black work force and withdrew recogni-
tion of their union after a series of disputes
sparked by a racist supervisor’s physical at-
tack on a Black worker.

Firestone, Chrysler, Coca-Cola, Stan-
dard Oil of Ohio, and other U.S. firms
have also fired striking Black workers.
Coca-Cola only recognized a Black union
after several strikes in 1981, 1983, and
1984. United Technologies (which man-
ufactures Otis elevators) has a closed-shop
agreement with a racist all-white union; its
Black workers can only belong to a segre-
gated “parallel” union, controlled by the
white one.

Ford, the largest U.S. employer in South
Africa, claims to have one of the most

“progressive” policies of any U.S. com-
pany there. But it too has been hit by work-
er discontent. According to Tozamile
Botha, the leader of one Ford strike, “you
see from the demands of the workers that in
fact Ford has done nothing.”

Black workers in South Africa have
made some gains in recent years. But these
have been the result of their own struggles,
against the resistance of the companies.

Besides following discriminatory wage
and employment practices, U.S. manage-
ment personnel often hold views that are
indistinguishable from those of the racist
rulers themselves.

The managing director of Ford told an
interviewer in 1969, in response to a ques-
tion about interracial contacts, "I didn't
mix with them in the States: [ don’t mix
with them here.”

Chrysler’s managing director at the time
claimed that “the African doesn’t want a
trade union. He isn’t used to democracy,
he is used to an authoritarian hierarchical
tribal structure. He accepts the white man
as his guardian.™ g

The managing director of International
Harvester explicitly supported the apart-
heid regime’s system of Bantustans, the
impoverished rural reserves to which most
Africans are assigned: “This Bantustan
thing — I agree with it 100 percent. It is
economically and politically sound. T am
sympathetic to what the South African gov-
ernment is trying to do. [ don’t want hun-
dreds of Africans running around in front
of my house.”

Not only are these investments profita-
ble to the U.S. companies involved. but
they are also economically and politically
vital to the apartheid regime.

U.S. investments bring into South Af-
rica large amounts of capital and access to
the most advanced technology and man-
ufacturing methods in the world, stimulat-
ing the expansion of industry.

In some strategic sectors, U.S. involve-
ment is central. U.S. companies now con-
trol about half of the South African oil in-
dustry, 70 percent of the computer indus-

Foreign investment in
S. Africa: a pillar
of racist system

try, and 30 percent of the auto industry.

This industrial expansion — carried out
on the backs of the oppressed Black major-
ity — provides the racist regime the funds
and economic base it needs to keep the
apartheid system functioning.

U.S. banks have also been rushing to
Pretoria’s aid, providing it with about one-
third of its international credits. As of
1984, they had nearly $5 billion in out-
standing loans to South Africa. But with
the mounting Black mobilizations over the
past year, these banks are getting worried
about the regime’s stability, and so are now
more reluctant to make new loans.

U.S. trade is likewise vital to Pretoria.
The United States is now South Africa’s
single largest trading partner. South Africa
exports to the United States many valuable
and strategic minerals (gold, diamonds,
vanadium, nickel, manganese, etc.). while
it imports manufactured goods, machinery,
aircraft, and other goods.

Export markets are especially important
to South Africa’s ruling class. Because
Black incomes are so low, the domestic
market is very limited. South African
capitalists must export to stay in business.

On top of the direct economic benefits
that U.S. investments, loans, and trade
provide to Pretoria. these ties also help ce-
ment Washington's political alliance with
the racist apartheid regime. U.S. economic
and corporate interests are not the only
reasons for Washington's support to Pre-
toria, but they are important ones.

Breaking these U.S. links will be a big
blow to the apartheid system, and a con-
crete act of solidarity with the struggle for
freedom in South Africa.

At a conference held in June, the African
National Congress, which is leading the
liberation struggle, issued a “Call to the
Peoples of the World."

“We accuse those Western countries and
their transnational corporations which col-
laborate actively with the regime of com-
plicity in the commission of the crime of
apartheid,” the ANC declared. “The time
has come to cease all collaboration.™

S. Africa Blacks say yes to sanctions

The demand for economic sanctions
against the racist regime of South Africa is
being raised increasingly by opponents of
apartheid.

In their efforts to counter this demand,
the Reagan administration and the many
U.S. corporations with investments in
South Africa fall back on a few arguments,
repeated over and over again.

One of their favorites is the claim that
South African Blacks themselves oppose
sanctions. The big-business news media
give prominent coverage to polls, con-
ducted by South African agencies, purport-
ing to prove this. After visiting South Af-
rica for a few days, Moral Majority leader
Jerry Falwell insisted he did not meet one
Black there who favored sanctions.

But what is the truth?

The London Sunday Times on August 25
published the results of an extensive opin-
ion poll among urban Africans in South Af-
rica. Its results show exactly the opposite
of what Falwell and other apologists of
apartheid claim. That is why this survey re-
ceived scant, if any, coverage in the major
U.S. media. The New York Times, for ex-
ample, gave it a few paragraphs buried in
the middle of an inside page.

In the poll, a local affiliate of the Gallup
agency asked some 400 Africans, chosen at

random from major cities around the coun-
try, “Do you think that other countries are
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right or wrong to impose economic sanc-
tions on South Africa unless South Africa
agrees to get rid of the apartheid system?”

“Right,” answered an overwhelming 77
percent. Some 21 percent thought that
sanctions were wrong, and 2 percent ex-
pressed no opinion.

The Sunday Times explained, “Blacks

now support sanctions even though 48% of
them expect that they would suffer person-
ally if sanctions were imposed, against
46% who believed they would not suffer
personally. Blacks who had jobs were just
as keen on sanctions as those who were un-
employed. Support for sanctions was high-
est among the young, reaching 84% in the
25-34 age group.”

U.S. arms sales to apartheid regime

Officially, Washington supports the
1963 United Nations' mandatory sanctions
on arms and all other military sales to
South Africa. But in practice it has devised
a multitude of ways to get around that arms
embargo, including through the U.S. com-
panies that have operations there.

IBM, Burroughs, and Sperry Rand have
sold computers that are used by the South
African army, police, and nuclear agen-
cies, as well as by the boards that adminis-
ter the racist pass law system.

U.S. components, unfinished subas-
semblies, and other technology have been
used by South Africa’s large armaments in-
dustry, among other things in the manufac-
ture of Pretoria’s new G5 155 millimeter
howitzer.

Ford and General Motors provide vehi-
cles to the South African police and mili-

tary, and Caltex, Mobil, and other U.S. oil
companies sell the refined oil that keeps
them running.

Mobil, trying to justify its oil sales to the
South African repressive forces, went so
far as to declare in a public statement, “The
great bulk of the work of both police and
military forces in every country, including
South Africa, is for the benefit of all its in-
habitants.”

Officials of the Motorola Corp. have
also strongly defended their sales of com-
munications and data control systems to the
South African police. They argued that
they did not sell the South Africans their
best equipment, only their second best.
Their most sophisticated models, they
explained, were reserved for the Chicago

. police.
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Introduction

BY MALIK MIAH

“The struggle is my life. I will continue fighting for
freedom until the end of my days.”

Nelson Mandela, a central leader of the African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) of South Africa, wrote those
words in a letter from the underground on June 26, 1961.
Within three years Mandela was to be sentenced to life
imprisonment on Robben Island. He, along with others,
was convicted in the 1964 Rivonia trial of sabotage and
conspiracy to overthrow the white minority government.

“Free Nelson Mandela!” is now a battlecry of the mil-
lions of oppressed South Africans fighting the racist
white rulers. “He is the symbol of our struggle,”
Mzwakhe Kubheka, a high school student, told a repor-
ter. “How many people would rather stay in jail than be
free at the cost of their integrity?”

“For the struggle to go on,” he said, “we do not need
Mandela to be around. We, the youths, will do the job the
way our leader would have wanted. And he knows that
we are carrying on from where he left off 23 years ago.”

A youth from Soweto said, “If the system does not free
him, the people’s revolution will set him free. And that
day is not far away.”

This militant determination is seen day after day in
South Africa as workers, peasants, students, and others
of the oppressed Black majority fight for their country.

It is also reflected in the widespread solidarity for this
democratic struggle — here in the United States and
around the world. People from all nationalities and class
backgrounds have come out for an end to apartheid.

Nelson Mandela is a symbol of this revolutionary dem-
ocratic struggle for good reason.

He was born in 1918, the eldest son of a Tembu chief,
one of the royal family of the Transkei. He later moved to
Johannesburg and set up a law practice with Oliver
Tambo, the current president of the ANC. Mandela be-
came active in the struggle of his people, joining the Af-
rican National Congress in 1944. The ANC had been
formed in 1912.

Mandela, along with Anton Muziwakhe Lembede,
Walter Sisulu, Oliver Tambo, and other youth became
leaders of the newly formed ANC Youth League. In late
1950, Mandela was elected national president of the
Youth League.

The touchstone of the league was “direct action”
against the racist regime.

After the establishment of the National Party govern-
ment in 1948 with its policy of apartheid, the ANC
adopted more militant tactics. The ANC worked with
other groups and organized the Defiance Campaign
against six selected apartheid laws in 1952. Mandela was
appointed national volunteer-in-chief. For his role in this
campaign, he was banned from all public gatherings and
placed under constant police surveillance.

At the ANC’s annual conference of December 1952,
Mandela became deputy national president of the ANC
under Chief Albert Lutuli, the ANC’s President General.
Rather than recognize the validity of the bans, Mandela
exercised leadership behind the scenes.

In 1955 nearly 3,000 people, attending the Congress of
the People, adopted the “Freedom Charter” as the policy
of the liberation movement. The charter begins, “South
Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white.”

A year later, 1956, Mandela was among 156 people —
including Albert Lutuli, Oliver Tambo, and ANC Secre-
tary General Walter Sisulu — arrested for treason. The
ensuing four-and-one-half-year trial ended in acquittal in
1960.

Ninetéen sixty was the year of the infamous Sharpeville
massacre. The racist regime killed 69 people and wounded
176. It declared a *state of emergency” and the police and
army rounded up 20,000 people. The ANC and other
groups were outlawed by the government.

In 1961 South Africa’s rulers declared the country a
“republic,” but only for whites.

In response to that decision an All-In African Confer-
ence was held at Pietermaritzburg where Mandela unex-
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Nelson Mandela, leader of ANC, in 1961. Sentenced
to life imprisonment in 1964 Rivonia trial, he has been
held by racist regime for more than 20 years. At 67,
he is symbol ef uncompromising struggle for Black
freedom and end to apartheid.

pectedly appeared to deliver the main speech. He called
for the establishment of a new union of all South Afri-
cans, not a white republic.

The government immediately sought the arrest of
Mandela and other leaders. For the next 17 months Man-
dela went underground and earned the nickname *“the
Black Pimpernel.”

Percy Qoboza, a prominent Black editor today, recalls:
“He would disappear and then turn up, somewhere, at a
public telephone, and call in with a statement. Of course
the police would trace the call, but by that time, he was
long gone. We had our own pimpernel.™

In November 1961 Mandela and others helped to
found Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of the Nation), an
armed organization of the ANC.

Mandela was finally caught in August 1962 through
the work of an informer. He was charged with inciting
Africans to strike in 1961 and with leaving the country
without valid travel documents. (Mandela had attended
the Pan-African Conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in
early 1962. He also traveled throughout Africa and went
to London to gain support for the Black majority’s free-
dom struggle.)

He was sentenced to five years' hard labor, and spent
23 of 24 hours in solitary confinement.

It was while serving this sentence that Mandela and
other ANC leaders were charged with conspiracy to over-
throw the white government. The ANC underground
leaders had been arrested on June 11, 1963.

Mandela opened the defense case on April 20, 1964,
In that opening statement Mandela went over his own po-

- litical history and outlined the perspectives of the ANC.

The International Socialist Review is reprinting major
excerpts from Mandela’s opening statement. Subheads
are by the International Socialist Review. The full text is
available in a number of books by or about Nelson Man-
dela, including, for instance, his The Struggle Is My Life.

Nelson Mandela

I am the First Accused.

I hold a Bachelor's Degree in Arts and practised as an
attorney in Johannesburg for a number of years in part-
nership with Oliver Tambo. | am a convicted prisoner
serving five years for leaving the country without a per-
mit and for inciting people to go on strike at the end of
May 1961.

At the outset, | want to say that the suggestion made by
the State in its opening that the struggle in South Africa is
under the influence of foreigners or communists is
wholly incorrect. I have done whatever I did, both as an
individual and as a leader of my people. because of my
experience in South Africa and my own proudly felt Af-
rican background, and not because of what any outsider
might have said.

In my youth in the Transkei I listened to the elders of
my tribe telling stories of the old days. Amongst the tales
they related to me were those of wars fought by our an-
cestors in defence of the fatherland. . . . I hoped then that life
might offer me the opportunity to serve my people and
make my own humble contribution to their freedom
struggle. This is what has motivated me in all that I have
done in relation to the charges made against me in this
case.

Question of violence

Having said this. [ must deal immediately and at some
length with the question of violence. Some of the things
so far told to the Court are true and some are untrue. [ do
not, however, deny that I planned sabotage. [ did not plan
it in a spirit of recklessness. nor because I have any love
of violence. I planned it as a result of a calm and sober as-
sessment of the political situation that had arisen after
many years of tyranny, exploitation, and oppression of
my people by the Whites.

I admit immediately that [ was one of the persons who
helped to form Umkhonto we Sizwe, and that I played a

Continued on next page
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prominent role in its affairs until I was arrested in August
1962 . ...

I, and the others who started the organization, did so
for two reasons. Firstly, we believed that as a result of
Government policy, violence by the African people had
become inevitable, and that unless responsible leadership
was given to canalize and control the feelings of our
people, there would be outbreaks of terrorism which
would produce an intensity of bitterness and hostility be-
tween the various races of this country which is not pro-
duced even by war.

Secondly, we felt that without violence there would be

no way open to the African people to succeed in their "

struggle against the principle of White supremacy. All
lawful modes of expressing opposition to this principle
had been closed by legislation, and we were placed in a
position in which we had either to accept a permanent
state of inferiority, or to defy the Government. We chose
to defy the law. We first broke the law in a way which
avoided any recourse to violence; when this form was
legislated against, and then the Government resorted to a
show of force to crush opposition to its policies, only
then did we decide to answer violence with violence.

But the violence which we chose to adopt was not ter-
rorism. We who formed Umkhonto were all members of
the African National Congress, and had behind us the
ANC tradition of non-violence and negotiation as a
means of solving political disputes. We believe that
South Africa belonged to all the people who lived in it,
and not to one group, be it Black or White . . . .

African National Congress

The African National Congress was formed in 1912 to
defend the rights of the African people which had been
seriously curtailed by the South Africa Act, and which
were then being threatened by the Native Land Act. For
37 years — that is until 1949 — it adhered strictly to a
constitutional struggle. It put forward demands and reso-
lutions; it sent delegations to the Government in the be-
lief that African grievances could be settled through
peaceful discussion and that Africans could advance
gradually to full political rights. But White Governments
remained unmoved, and the rights of Africans became
less instead of becoming greater. In the words of my
leader, Chief Lutuli, who became President of the ANC
in 1952, and who was later awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize:

“Who will deny that 30 years of my life have been
spent knocking in vain, patiently, moderately, and mod-
estly at a closed and barred door? What have been the
fruits of moderation? The past 30 years have seen the
greatest number of laws restricting our rights and prog-
ress, until today we have reached a stage where we have
almost no rights at all.”

Even after 1949, the ANC remained determined' to
avoid violence. At this time, however, there was a
change from the strictly constitutional means of protest
which had been employed in the past. The change was
embodied in a decision which was taken to protest
against apartheid legislation by peaceful, but unlawful,
demonstrations against certain laws.

Pursuant to this policy the ANC launched the Defiance
Campaign, in which I was placed in charge of volunteers.
This campaign was based on the principles of passive re-
sistance. More than 8,500 people defied apartheid laws
and went to jail. Yet there was not a single instance of
violence in the course of this campaign on the part of any
defier. I and 19 colleagues were convicted for the role
which we played in organizing the campaign, but our
sentences were suspended mainly becaue the Judge found
that discipline and non-violence had been stressed
throughout.

This was the time when the volunteer section of the
ANC was established, and when the word
*Amadelakufa” [those who dedicate their lives to strug-
gle] was first used: this was the time when the volunteers
were asked to take a pledge to uphold certain principles.
Evidence dealing with volunteers and their pledges has
been introduced into this case, but completely out of con-
text. The volunteers were not, and are not, the soldiers of
a Black army pledged to fight a civil war against the
Whites. They were, and are, the dedicated workers who
are prepared to lead campaigns initiated by the ANC to
distribute leaflets; to organize strikes, or do whatever the
particular campaign required. They are called volunteers
because they volunteer to face the penalties of imprison-
ment and whipping which are now prescribed by the leg-
islature for such acts. )

During the Defiance Campaign, the Public Safety Act
and the Criminal Law Amendment Act were passed.
These Statutes provided harsher penalties for offences
committed by way of protests against laws. Despite this,
the protests continued and the ANC adhered to its policy
of non-violence. In 1956, 156 leading members of the
Congress Alliance, including myself, were arrested on a
charge of high treason and charges under the Suppression
of Communism Act. The non-violent policy of the ANC
was put in issue by the State, but when the Court gave
judgement some five years later, it found that the ANC
did not have a policy of violence. We were acquitted on

Sharpeville massacre March 21, 1960. This slaughter, and government outlawing of ANC, was a turning point in
struggle for Black liberation. Mandela said, “It was precisely because the soil of South Africa is drenched with
blood of innocent Africans that we felt it our duty to make preparations to use force in order to defend ourselves
against force.”

all counts, which included a count that the ANC sought to
set up a communist state in place of the existing régime.
The Government has always sought to label all its oppo-
nents as communists. This allegation has been repeated
in the present case, but as [ will show, the ANC is not,
and never has been, a communist organization.

After Sharpeville

In 1960 there was the shooting at Sharpeville, which
resulted in the proclamation of a state of emergency and
the declaration of the ANC as an unlawful organization.
My colleagues and I, after careful consideration, decided
that we would not obey this decree. The African people
were not part of the Government and did not make the
laws by which they were governed. We believed in the
words of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
that “the will of the people shall be the basis of authority
of the Government,” and for us to accept the banning was
equivalent to accepting the silencing of the Africans for
all time. The ANC refused to dissolve, but instead went
underground. We believed it was our duty to preserve
this organization which had been built up with almost 50
years of unremitting toil. [ have no doubt that no self-re-
specting White political organization would disband it-
self if declared illegal by a government in which it had no
8% v

In 1960 the Government held a referendum which led
to the establishment of the Republic. Africans, who con-
stituted approximately 70 percent of the population of
South Africa, were not entitled to vote, and were not
even consulted about the proposed constitutional change.
All of us were apprehensive of our future under the pro-
posed White Republic, and a resolution was taken to hold
an All-In African Conference to call for a National Con-
vention, and to organize mass demonstrations on the eve
of the unwanted Republic, if the Government failed to
call the Convention.

The conference was attended by Africans of various
political persuasions. I was the Secretary of the confer-
ence and undertook to be responsible for organizing the
national stay-at-home which was subsequently called to
coincide with the declaration of the Republic. As all
strikes by Africans are illegal, the person organizing such
a strike must avoid arrest. 1 was chosen to be this person,
and consequently I had to leave my home and family and
my practice and go into hiding to avoid arrest.

The stay-at-home, in accordance with ANC policy,
was to be a peaceful demonstration. Careful instructions
were given to organizers and members to avoid any re-
course to violence. The Government’s answer was to in-
troduce new and harsher laws, to mobilize its armed
forces, and to send saracens, armed vehicles, and sol-
diers into the townships in a massive show of force de-
signed to intimidate the people. This was an indication
that the Government had decided to rule by force alone,
and this decision was a milestone on the road to Um-
khonto. . . .

I must return to June 1961. What were we, the leaders
of our people, to do? Were we to give in to the show of
force and the implied threat against future action, or were
we to fight it and, if so, how?

We had no doubt that we had to continue. the fight.
Anything else would have been abject surrender. Our
problem was not whether to fight, but was how to con-

tinue the fight. We of the ANC had always stood for a
non-racial democracy, and we shrank from any action
which might drive the races further apart than they al-
ready were. But the hard facts were that 50 years of non-
violence had brought the African people nothing but
more and more repressive legislation, and fewer and
fewer rights. . . .

It must not be forgotten that by this time violence had,
in fact, become a feature of the South African political
scene. There had been violence in 1957 when the women
of Zeerust were ordered to carry passes: there was vio-
lence in 1958 with the enforcement of cattle culling in
Sekhukhuniland; there was violence in 1959 when the
people of Cato Manor protested against pass raids; there
was violence in 1960 when the Government attempted to
impose Bantu Authorities in Pondoland. Thirty-nine Af-
ricans died in these distrubances. In 1961 there had been
riots in Warmbaths, and all this time the Transkei had
been a seething mass of unrest. Each disturbance pointed
clearly to the inevitable growth among Africans of the
belief that violence was the only way out — it showed
that a Government which uses force to maintain its rule
teaches the oppressed to use force to oppose it. . . .

Founding of Umkhonto

At the beginning of June 1961, after a long and anx-
ious assessment of the South African situation, I, and
some colleagues, came to the conclusion that as violence
in this country was inevitable, it would be unrealistic and
wrong for African leaders to continue preaching peace
and non-violence at a time when the Government met our
peaceful demands with force.

This conclusion was not easily arrived at. It was only
when all else had failed, when all channels of peaceful
protest had been barred to us, that the decision was made
to embark on violent forms of political struggle, and to
form Umkhonto we Sizwe. We did so not because we de-
sired such a course, but solely because the Government
had left us with no other choice. In the Manifesto of Um-
khonto published on 16 December 1961 we said:

“The time comes in the life of any nation when there
remain only two choices — submit or fight. That time has
now come to South Africa. We shall not submit and we
have no choice but to hit back by all means in our power
in defence of our people, our future, and our free-
dom.”. ..

As far as the ANC was concerned, it formed a clear
view which can be summarized as follows:

(a) It was a mass political organization with a political
function to fulfil. Its members had joined on the express
policy of non-violence.

(b) Because of all this, it could not and would not un-
dertake violence. This must be stressed. One cannot turn
such a body into the small, closely knit organization re-
quired for sabotage. Nor would this be politically correct,
because it would result in members ceasing to carry out
this essential activity; political propaganda and organiza-
tion. Nor was it permissible to change the whole nature of
the organization.

(¢) On the other hand, in view of this situation I have
described, the ANC was prepared to depart from its 50-
year-old policy of non-violence to this extent that it
would no longer disapprove of properly controlled vio-
lence. Hence members who undertook such activity

-
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Demand that apartheid regime release Mandela has
become worldwide outcry. Here his daughter, Zinzi
Mandela (center), and other youth protest in South
Africa.

would not be subject to disciplinary action by the ANC.
I say ‘properly controlled violence’ because I made it
clear that if I formed the organization I would at all times
subject it to the political guidance of the ANC and would
not undertake any different form of activity from that
contemplated without the consent of the ANC. And I
shall now tell the Court how that form of violence came
to be determined.

As a result of this decision, Umkhonto was formed in
November 1961. When we took this decision, and sub-
sequently formulated our plans, the ANC heritage of
non-violence and racial harmony was very much with us.
We felt that the country was drifting towards a civil war
in which Blacks and Whites would fight each other. We
viewed the situation with alarm. Civil war could mean
the destruction of what the ANC stood for; with civil war,
racial peace would be more difficult than ever to
achieve. . ..

The avoidance of civil war had dominated our thinking
for many years, but when we decided to adopt violence as
part of our policy, we realized that we might one day
have to face the prospect of such a war. This had to be
taken into account in formulating our plans. We required
a plan which was flexible and which permitted us to act in
accordance with the needs of the times; above all, the
plan had to be one which recognized civil war as the last
resort, and left the decision on this question to the future.
We did not want to be committed to civil war, but we
wanted to be ready if it became inevitable. . . .

Umkhonto had its first operation on 16 December
1961, when Government buildings in Johannesburg, Port
Elizabeth, and Durban were attacked.

The Manifesto of Umkhonto was issued on the day that
operations commenced. The response to our actions and
Manifesto among the White population was characteristi-
cally violent. The Government threatened te take strong
action, and called upon its supporters to stand firm and to
ignore the demands of the Africans. The Whites failed to
respond by suggesting change; they responded to our call
by suggesting the laager [circling of the wagons]. . . .

Indiscriminate slaughter

Already scores of Africans had died as a result of racial -

friction. In 1920 when the famous leader, Masabala, was
held in Port Elizabeth jail, 24 of a group of Africans who
had gathered to demand his release were killed by the
police and White civilians. In 1921, more than 100 Afri-
cans died in the Bulhoek affair. In 1924 over 200 Afri-
cans were killed when the Administrator of South-West
Africa led a force against a group which had rebelled
against the imposition of dog tax. On 1 May 1950, 18 Af-
ricans died as a result of police shootings during the
strike. On 21 March 1960, 69 unarmed Africans died at
Sharpeville.

How many more Sharpevilles would there be in the
history of our country? And how many more Sharpevilles
could the country stand without violence and terror be-
coming the order of the day? And what would happen to
our people when that stage was reached? In the long run
we felt certain we must succeed, but at what cost to our-
selves and the rest of the country? And if this happened,
how could Black and White ever live together again in
peace and harmony? These were the problems that faced
us, and these were our decisions.

Experience convinced us that rebellion would offer the
Government limitless opportunities for the indiscriminate
slaughter of our people. But it was precisely because the
soil of South Africa is already drenched with the blood of

innocent Africans that we felt it our duty to make prepa-
rations as a long-term undertaking to use force in order to
defend ourselves against force. . . .

All Whites undergo compulsory military training, but
no such training was given to Africans. It was in our view
essential to build up a nucleus of trained men who would
be able to provide the leadership which would be re-
quired if guerrilla warfare started. We had to prepare for
such a situation before it became too late to make proper
preparations. It was also necessary to build up a nucleus
of men trained in civil administration and other profes-
sions, so that Africans would be equipped to participate
in the government of this country as soon as they were al-
lowed to do so.

At this stage it was decided that I should attend the
Conference of the Pan-African Freedom Movement for
Central, East, and Southern Africa, which was to be held
early in 1962 in Addis Ababa, and, because of our need
for preparation, it was also decided that, after the confer-
ence, I would undertake a tour of the African States with
a view to obtaining facilities for the training of soldiers,
and that I would also solicit scholarships for the higher
education of matriculated Africans. Training in both
fields would be necessary, even if changes came about by
peaceful means. Administrators would be necessary who
would be willing and able to administer a non-racial State
and so would men be necessary to control the army and
police force of such a State.

It was on this note that I left South Africa to proceed to
Addis Ababa as a delegate of the ANC. My tour was a
success. . . .

Military training

I started to make a study of the art of war and revolu-
tion and, whilst abroad, underwent a course in military
training. If there was to be guerrilla warfare, I wanted to
be able to stand and fight with my people and to share the
hazards of war with them. Notes of lectures which I re-
ceived in Algeria are ... produced in evidence. Sum-
maries of books on guerrilla warfare and military strategy
have also been produced. I have already admitted that
these documents are in my writing, and I acknowledge
that I made these studies to equip myself for the role
which I might have to play if the struggle drifted into
guerrilla warfare. I approached this question as every Af-
rican Nationalist should do. I was completely objective.

I also made arrangements for our recruits to undergo
military training. But here it was impossible to organize
any scheme without the cooperation of the ANC offices
in Africa. I consequently obtained the permission of the
ANC in South Africa to do this. To this extent then there
was a departure from the original decision of the ANC,
but it applied outside South Africa only.

I returned to South Africa and reported to my col-
leagues on the results of my trip.~. . .

I wish to turn now to certain general allegations made
in this case by the State.

One of the chief allegations in the indictment is that the
ANC was a party to a general conspiracy to commit sab-
otage. I have already explained why this is incorrect but
how, externally, there was a departure from the original
principle laid down by the ANC. There has, of course,
been overlapping of functions internally as well, because
there is a difference between a resolution adopted in the
atmosphere of a committee room and the concrete diffi-
culties that arise in the field of practical activity.

At a later stage the position was further affected by
bannings and house arrests, and by persons leaving the
country to take up political work abroad. This led to indi-
viduals having to do work in different capacities. But
though this may have blurred the distinction between
Umkhonto and the ANC, it by no means abolished that
distinction. Great care was taken to keep the activities of
the two organizations in South Africa distinct. The ANC
remained a mass political body of Africans only carrying
on the type of political work they had conducted prior to
1961. Umkhonto remained a small organization recruit-
ing its members from different races and organizations
and trying to achieve its own particular object. The fact
that members of Umkhonto were recruited from the
ANC, and the ‘fact that persons served both organiza-
tions, like Solomon Mbanjwa, did not, in our view,
change the nature of the ANC or give it a policy of vio-
lence. This overlapping of officers, however, was more
the exception than the rule. . . .

Another of the allegations in the indictment is that
Rivonia was the headquarters of Umkhonto. This is not
true of the time when I was there. I was told, of course,
and knew that certain of the activities of the Communist
Party were carried on there. But this is no reason (as I
shall presently explain) why I should not use the
place. . ..

ANC and Communist Party

Another of the allegations made by the State is that the
aims and objects of the ANC and the Communist Party
are the same. I wish to deal with this and with my own
political position, because I must assume that the State
may try to argue from certain Exhibits that I tried to intro-
duce Marxism into the ANC. The allegation as to the
ANC is false. This is an old allegation which was dis-

proved at the Treason Trial and which has again reared its
head. But since the allegation has been made again, I
shall deal with it as well as with the relationship between
the ANC and the Communist Party and Umkhonto and
that party.

The ideological creed of the ANC is, and always has
been, the creed of African Nationalism. It is not the con-
cept of African Nationalism expressed in the cry, ‘Drive
the White man into the sea.’ The African Nationalism for
which the ANC stands is the concept of freedom and ful-
filment for the African people in their own land. The
most important political document ever adopted by the
ANC is the “Freedom Charter.” It is by no means a
blueprint for a socialist state. It calls for redistribution,
but not nationalization, of land; it provides for nationali-
zation of mines, banks, and monopoly industry, because
big monopolies are owned by one race only, and without
such nationalization racial domination would be per-
petuated despite the spread of political power. It would
be a hollow gesture to repeal the Gold Law prohibitions
against Africans when all gold mines are owned by Euro-
pean companies. In this respect the ANC’s policy corres-
ponds with the old policy of the present Nationalist Party
which, for many years, had as part of its programme the
nationalization of the gold mines which, at that time,
were controlled by foreign capital. Under the Freedom
Charter, nationalization would take place in an economy
based on private enterprise. The realization of the Free-
dom Charter would open up fresh fields for a prosperous
African population of all classes, including the middle
class. The ANC has never at any period of its history ad-
vocated a revolutionary change in the economic structure
of the country, nor has it, to the best of my recollection,
ever condemned capitalist society.

As far as the Communist Party is concerned, and if 1
understand its policy correctly, it stands for the establish-
ment of a State based on the principles of Marxism. Al-
though it is prepared to work for the Freedom Charter, as
a short-term solution to”the problems created by White
supremacy, it regards the Freedom Charter as the begin-
ning, and not the end, of its programme.

The ANC, unlike the Communist Party, admitted Afri-
cans only as members. Its chief goal was, and is, for the
African people to win unity and full political rights. The
Communist Party’s main aim, on the other hand, was to
remove the capitalists and to replace them with a work-

_ing-class government. The Communist Party sought to

‘emphasize class distinctions whilst the ANC seeks to har-
monize them. This is a vital distinction.

It is true that there has often been close cooperation be-
tween the ANC and the Communist Party. But coopera-
tion is merely proof of a common goal — in this case the
removal of White supremacy — and is not proof of a
complete community of interests. . . .

Shortly after Umkhonto was constituted, I was in-
formed by some of its members that the Communist Party
would support Umkhonto, and this then occurred. At a
later stage the support was made openly.

I believe that communists have always played an ac-
tive role in the fight by colonial countries for their free-
dom, because the short-term objects of communism
would always correspond with the long-term objects of
freedom movements. Thus communists have played an
important role in the freedom movements fought in coun-
tries such as Malaya, Algeria, and Indonesia, yet none of
these States today are communist countries. . . . -

This pattern of cooperation between communists and
non-communists has been repeated in the National Liber-
ation Movement of South Africa. Prior to the banning of
the Communist Party, joint campaigns involving the
Communist Party and the Congress movements were ac-
cepted practice. African communists could, and did, be-
come members of the ANC, and some served on the Na-
tional, Provincial, and local committees.

I joined the ANC in 1944, and in my younger days I
held the view that the policy of admitting communists to

Continued on next page

Militant/Ernest Harsch
Oliver Tambo, president of ANC, was close col-
laborator of Mandela’s in massive Black protests in
1950s and early '60s. Shown here at recent Harlem
rally.
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the ANC, and the close cooperation which existed at
times on specific issues between the ANC and the Com-
munist Party, would lead to a watering down of the con-
cept of African Nationalism. At that stage [ was a mem-
ber of the African National Congress Youth League, and
was one of a group which moved for the expulsion of
communists from the ANC. This proposal was heavily
defeated. Amongst those who voted against the proposal
were some of the most conservative sections of African
political opinion. They defended the policy on the ground
that from its inception the ANC was formed and built up,
not as a political party with one school of political
thought, but as a Parliament of the African people,
accommodating people of various political convictions,
all united by the common goal of national liberation. I
was eventually won over to this point of view and I have
upheld it ever since.

It is perhaps difficult for White South Africans, with
an ingrained prejudice against communism, to under-
stand why experienced African politicians so readily ac-
cept communists as their friends. But to us the reason is
obvious. Theoretical differences amongst those fighting
against oppression is a luxury we cannot afford at this
stage. What is more, for many decades communists were
the only political group in South Africa who were pre-
pared to treat Africans as human beings and their equals;
who were prepared to eat with us; talk with us, live with
us, and work with us. They were the only political group
which was prepared to work with the Africans for the at-
tainment of political rights and a stake in society.

Because of this, there are many Africans who, today.
tend to equate freedom with communism. They are sup-
ported in this belief by a legislature which brands all ex-
ponents of democratic government and African freedom
as communists and bans many of them (who are com-
munists) under the Suppression of Communism Act. Al-
though [ have never been a member of the Communist
Party, I myself have been named under that pernicious
Act because of the role I played in the Defiance Cam-
paign. 1 have also been banned and imprisoned under that
Act.

It is not only in internal politics that we count com-
munists as amongst those who support our cause. In the
international field, communist countries have always
come to our aid. In the United Nations and other Councils
of the world the communist bloc has supported the Afro-
Asian struggle against colonialism and often seems to be
more sympathetic to our plight than some of the Western
powers. Although there is a universal condemnation of
apartheid, the communist bloc speaks out against it with
a louder voice than most of the White world. In these cir-
cumstances, it would take a brash young politician, such
as I was in 1949, to proclaim that the Communists are our
enemies.

Political beliefs

I turn now to my own position. I have denied that [ am
a communist, and I think that in the circumstances I am
obliged to state exactly what my political beliefs are.

I have always regarded myself, in the first place, as an
African patriot.

Today I am attracted by the idea of a classless society,
an attraction which springs in part from Marxist reading
and, in part, from my admiration of the structure and or-
ganization of early African societies in this country. The
larid, then the main means of production, belonged to the
tribe. There were no rich or poor and there was no ex-
ploitation. . . .

The basic task at the present moment is the removal of
race discrimination and the attainment of democratic
rights on the basis of the Freedom Charter. In so far as
that Party furthers this task, I welcome its assistance. I
realize that it is one of the means by which people of all
races can be drawn into our struggle. . . .

The Magna Carta, the Petition of Rights, and the Bill
of Rights are documents which are held in veneration by
democrats throughout the world. . . .

I have been influenced in my thinking by both West
and East. All this has led me to feel that in my search for
a political formula, I should be absolutely impartial and
objective. I should tie myself to no particular system of
society other than of socialism. I must leave myself free
to borrow the best from the West and from the East. . . .

Furthering struggle for freedom

As | understand the State case, and in particular the
evidence of “Mr X,” the suggestion is that Umkhonto
was the inspiration of the Communist Party which sought
by playing upon imaginary grievances to enrol the Afri-
can people into an army which ostensibly was to fight for
African freedom, but in reality was fighting for a com-
munist state. Nothing could be further from the truth. In
fact the suggestion is preposterous. Umkhonto was
formed by Africans to further their struggle for freedom
in their own land. Communists and others supported the
movement, and we only wish that more sections of the
community would join us.

Our fight is against real, and not imaginary, hardships
or, to use the language of the State Prosecutor, “'so-called
hardships.” Basically, we fight against two features
which are the hallmarks of African life in South Africa
and which are entrenched by legislation which we seek to
have repealed. These features are poverty and lack of
human dignity, and we do not need communists or so-
called “agitators™ to teach us about these things.

South Africa is the richest country in Africa, and could
be one of the richest countries in the world. But it is a
land of extremes and remarkable contrasts. The Whites
enjoy what may well be the highest standard of living in
the world, whilst Africans live in poverty and misery.
Forty percent of the Africans live in hopelessly over-
crowded and, in some cases, drought-stricken Reserves,
where soil erosion and the overworking of the soil makes
it impossible for them to live properly off the land. Thirty
percent are laborers, labor tenants, and squatters on
White farms and work and live under conditions similar
to those of the serfs of the Middle Ages. The other 30
percent live in towns where they have developed eco-
nomic and social habits which bring them closer in many
respects to White standards. Yet most Africans, even in
this group, are impoverished by low incomes and high
cost of living.

The highest-paid and the most prosperous section of
urban African life is in Johannesburg. Yet their actual
position is desperate. '

Poverty goes hand in hand with malnutrition and dis-
ease. The incidence of malnutrition and deficiency dis-
eases is very high amongst Africans. Tuberculosis, pel-
lagra, kwashiorkor, gastroenteritis, and scurvy bring
death and destruction of health. The incidence of infant
mortality is one of the highest in the world.

The complaint of Africans, however, is not only that
they are poor and the Whites are rich, but that the laws
which are made by the Whites are designed to preserve
this situation. There are two ways to break out of pov-
erty. The first is by formal education, and the second is
by the worker acquiring a greater skill at his work and
thus higher wages. As far as Africans are concerned,
both these avenues of advancement are deliberately cur-
tailed by legislation.

The present Government has always sought to hamper
Africans in their search for education. One of their early
acts, after coming into power, was to stop subsidies for
African school feeding. Many African children who at-
tended schools depended on this supplement to their diet.
This was a cruel act.

There is compulsory education for all White children
at virtually no cost to their parents, be they rich or poor.
Similar facilities are not provided for the African chil-
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dren, though there are some who receive such assistance.
African children, however, generally have to pay more
for their schooling than Whites.

The other main obstacle to the economic advancement
of the African is the industrial color-bar under which all
the better jobs of industry are reserved for Whites only.
The discrimination in the policy of successive South Af-
rican Governments towards African workers is demon-
strated by the so-called ‘civilized labor policy’ under
which sheltered, unskilled Government jobs are found
for those White workers who cannot make the grade in
industry, at wages which far exceeded the earnings of the
average African employee in industry.

The Government often answers its critics by saying
that Africans in South Africa are economically better off
than the inhabitants of the other countries in Africa. | do
not know whether this statement is true and doubt
whether any comparison can be made without having re-
gard to the cost-of-living index in such countries. But
even if it is true, as far as the African people are con-
cerned it is irrelevant. Our complaint is not that we are
poor by comparison with people in other countries, but
that we are poor by comparison with the White people in
our own country, and that we are prevented by legislation
from altering this imbalance.

The lack of human dignity experienced by Africans is
the direct result of the policy of White supremacy. White
supremacy implies Black inferiority. Legislation de-
signed to preserve White supremacy entrenches this no-
tion. Menial tasks in South Africa are invariably per-
formed by Africans. When anything has to be carried or
cleaned the White man will look around for an African to
do it for him, whether the African is employed by him or
not. Because of this sort of attitude, Whites tend to regard
Africans as a separate breed. They do not look upon them
as people with families of their own; they do not realize
that they have emotions — that they fall in love like
White people do; that they want to be with their wives
and children like White people want to be with theirs; that
they want to earn enough money to support their families
properly, to feed and clothe them and send them to
school. And what “house-boy™ or “garden-boy™ or la-
borer can every hope to do this?

Pass laws, which to the Africans are among the most
hated bits of legislation in South Africa, render any Afri-
can liable to police surveillance at any time. I doubt
whether there is a single African male in South Africa
who has not at some stage had a brush with the police
over his pass. Hundreds and thousands of Africans are
thrown into jail each year under pass laws. Even worse
than this is the fact that pass laws keep husband and wife
apart and lead to the breakdown of family life. . . .

Aspirations of Africans

Africans want to be paid a living wage. Africans want
to perform work which they are capable of doing, and not
work which the Government declares them to be capable
of. Africans want to be allowed to live where they obtain
work, and not be endorsed out of an area because they
were not born there. Africans want to be allowed to own
land in places where they work, and not to be obliged to
live in rented houses which they never call their own.

Africans want to be part of the general population, and
not confined to living in their own ghettoes. African men
want to have their wives and children to live with them
where they work, and not be forced in to an unnatural
existence in men's hostels. African women want to be
with their menfolk and not be left permanently widowed
in the Reserves. Africans want to be allowed out after 11
o’clock at night and not to be confined to their roors like
little children. Africans want to be allowed to travel in
their own country and to seek work where they want to
and not where the Labor Bureau tells them to. Africans
want a just share in the whole of South Africa; they want
security and a stake in society.

Above all, we want equal political rights, because
without them our disabilities will be permanent. I know
this sounds revolutionary to the Whites in this country,
because the majority of voters will be Africans. This
makes the White man fear democracy.

But this fear cannot be allowed to stand in the way of
the only solution which will guarantee racial harmony
and freedom for all. It is not true that the enfranchisement
of all will result in racial domination. Political division,
based on color, is entirely artificial and, when it disap-
pears, so will the domination of one color group by
another. The ANC has spent half a century fighting
against racialism. When it triumphs it will not change
that policy.

This then is what the ANC is fighting. Their struggle is
a truly national one. It is a struggle of the African people,
inspired by their own suffering and their own experience.
It is a struggle for the right to live.

During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this
struggle of the African people. I have fought against
White domination, and [ have fought against Black domi-
nation. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free
society in which all persons live together in harmony and
with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to
live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for
which I am prepared to die.

12 The Militant September 20, 1985



Honduran soldiers terrorize refugee camp

BY MARGARET JAYKO

“The camp looked like a battlefield.”
That’s how a relief official described one
of the six Colomoncagua camps for Sal-
vadoran refugees after it was invaded by 80
Honduran army soldiers. The attack was
carried out on August 29,

The camps are located in Honduras, six
miles from its border with El Salvador.

Two-month-old Gloria Noemie Blano
was kicked to death by one soldier during
the murderous assault.

Juan Pérez and Elias Visquez, both four
years old, were among the 13 refugees
wounded by the soldiers’ rifle fire, which
lasted more than an hour.

Ten-year-old Maria del Carmen Salazar
was also shot, as was Santiago Herndndez,
a 70-year-old deaf mute.

Another 25 refugees were beaten with
rifle butts and kicked by soldiers. Santiago
Gomez Sanchez had his face crushed after
soldiers hit him several times with a rifle.
Others were dragged across the ground by
the hair. At least one refugee was cut with
a knife,

Sixteen women were among those se-
verely beaten.

A Honduran representative of the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees. which administers the camp,
was kicked and threatened when he tried to
stop the soldiers.

‘It was a miracle’ more weren’t killed

Josefina Purgimon, a relief worker with
the Caritas refugee agency, said she saw
soldiers tying up refugees. Suddenly, the
soldiers began firing automatic rifles. At
no time did any refugees attack the sol-
diers. "It was a miracle,” she said, that
more refugees weren’t killed in the raid.

Four relief officials who work in the
camp said the soldiers entered shouting that
the refugees were Salvadorans who did not
belong in Honduras, and they should either
leave or they would be killed.

The Honduran army claims that the sol-
diers were carrying out an “inspection.”
They supposedly entered the camp to arrest
fighters from the Farabundo Marti Na-
tional Liberation Front (FMLN), the popu-
lar armed organization that is fighting
against the Salvadoran dictatorship.

The army claims the soldiers were at-
tacked by refugees and had to fight their
way out. However, the only casualty the
army suffered was one slightly wounded
soldier. The army claims only one person

was killed — a man they said pulled a gun
on them.

The army arrested 10 refugees it says are
FMLN members who had snuck into the
camp. However, Waldo Villalpanda, the
senior UN representative in Honduras, said
that the men captured by the army held ref-
ugee status guaranteed by UN identify
cards issued to them by Honduran au-
thorities. Most of those arrested had been
refugees for at least two years, he testified.

On September 3 after the first news of
the attack had appeared in the U.S. press,
the army sealed off the camps, refusing to
let journalists enter.

U.S. military personnel seen in area

Jann Sweenie, a relief worker associated
with the East Bay Sanctuary Churches in
San Francisco, said she saw a tall, blond
man join the Honduran troops as they en-
tered the camp. Other relief workers, as
well as several refugees, said they too had
seen a big, blond man in the camp.

In addition, two relief workers said they
had met two men who did not appear to be
Hondurans in the town of Colomoncagua,
a short distance from the camp, the week
before the attack. One relief worker re-
ported that one of the soldiers said “hello”
to her in unaccented English.

The U.S. embassy, however, denies that
any U.S. soldiers were in the town before
or during the attack. Michael O’Brien, a
U.S. embassy spokesperson, said the em-
bassy “essentially supports” the Honduran
army account of what happened, saying
that Salvadoran rebels had provoked the
events.

Colomoncagua camp for Salvadoran refugees, scene of murderous attack by Hon-
duran soldiers that left one infant dead and wounded 13 people.

The six camps in Colomoncagua house
more than 9,000 refugees who fled Sal-
vadoran government repression in 1980—
81.

Approximately 20 percent of El Sal-
vador’s population of 5 million people
have become refugees in the last several
years, as a result of the government’s war
against the workers and peasants. Tens of
thousands have fled to neighboring Hon-
duras. There is a growing campaign against

the refugees in Honduras, and the raid on
Colomoncagua is only one example of this.

The Salvadoran and Honduran govern-
ments, encouraged by Washington, are try-
ing to move the refugees away from the
border areas.

State Department ‘non-paper’
The U.S. State Department issued a
document on Feb. 19, 1985, titled “Non-
Continued on Page 16

Alabama frame-up ends in hung jury

BY KATY LARKINS

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The trial of
James Colvin, the 30-year-old mayor of
Union, Alabama, who is accused of voting
fraud, ended with a hung: jury here Sep-
tember 4. Colvin is the first of five people
from Greene County, Alabama, to be tried
by the Justice Department for illegal voting
procedures. U.S. Attorney Frank Donald-
son said he expects the government to try
the case again in early November.

Supporters of the Greene County Five,
as the defendants are known, attribute the

hung jury to its composition, which was
mostly male, with ten whites and two
Blacks. One of the Black jurors refused to
convict Colvin after a day and a half of de-
liberation, leading U.S. District Judge Sam
C. Pointer, Jr., to call a mistrial.

The trial for Greene County defendant
Bobbie Nell Simpson is now under way
here, and trials for Spiver Gordon and Fre-
derick Daniels are slated to begin Sep-
tember 23 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The
trial for the fifth defendant, Bessie Under-
wood, is due to begin in October.

U.S. gov’t seeks use of Saudi Arabian bases

BY GEORGE KAPLAN

The Saudi Arabian monarchy has repor-
tedly agreed privately to allow U.S. mili-
tary forces to use bases in that country in the
event of “Soviet aggression” or “regional
crises they cannot manage on their own.”

The agreement was revealed in a govern-
ment document that attempts to convince
members of Congress to support U.S. arms
sales to the Saudi Arabian and Jordanian
monarchies. Any large-scale U.S. military
operation in the Persian Gulf and Southeast
Asia, it states, “will likely depend on Saudi
cooperation and support.”

The document talks a lot about prevent-
ing aggression and advancing peace in the

Middle East. It is actually about using U.S.
weapons — and, if necessary, U.S. troops
— to contain and roll back anti-imperialist
struggles.

The document reiterates Washington’s
commitment to massively arming Israel,
the main regional cop, assuring readers that
the proposed arms sales will not alter the
Israeli regime’s military advantage. It
notes that Israeli support will “be helpful in
the event of U.S. intervention in the East-
ern Mediterranean.”

According to the September 5 New York
Times, “The Saudis have been concerned
for more than a year over the possibility of
their being dragged into the five-year-old

Kanak freedom fighter tours Miami

BY ERNEST MAILHOT

MIAMI — More than 45 people at-
tended a forum here on the struggle against
French colonialism on the Pacific island of
New Caledonia. The featured speaker at
the meeting, held in the Miami Haitian Ac-
tivity Center September 4, was Susanna
Ounei. Ounei is a central leader of the in-
dependence fight of the indigenous Kanak
people of New Caledonia.

Ounei gave a historical overview of the
colonialization of her homeland since 1853
and the upsurge in the struggle of the
Kanak people in recent years.

Also speaking at the meeting was the

Rev. Gerard Jean Juste, head of the Haitian®

Refugee Center and a central activist in the
U.S. Haitian community. Jean Juste. sol-
idarized with the independence movement
in New Caledonia. He explained that this

-

struggle was an example for the people of
Haiti who are today fighting neocol-
onialism. Jean Juste also pointed to the
struggle in South Africa as an inspiration
for all fighters against oppression through-
out the world.

Participants in the meeting included ac-
tivists from the Coalition for a Free South
Africa, Central America solidarity activ-
ists, several people from the Haitian com-
munity, local unionists, activists from the
Filipino community, and others.

In her two-day visit to the Miami area,
Susanna Ounei was featured on Chita
Tande, a Haitian radio program. She was
interviewed by the Miami Times; a major
Black community newspaper in the area.

Ounei also had discussions with Jean
Juste and other Haitian community leaders.

Iran-Iraq war, State Department officials
said, particularly by an attack from Iran.”

In fact, the Saudi rulers have been in-
volved in the war against Iran from the be-
ginning. By giving billions of dollars to
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, they
helped make it possible for the Iraqi mili-
tary to continue the bloodletting. Washing-
ton, too, has been covertly backing the
Iraqi government since it invaded Iran in
1980.

The document presents Syria as an ag-
gressive power because Syria has refused
to accept Israeli occupation of part of its
territory — the Golan Heights — and of a
strip of southern Lebanon.

Washington views the Saudi monarchy,
one of the most reactionary and backward
in the Middle East, as a counter to govern-
ments like those in Syria and Iran that chal-
lenge imperialist policies. The Saudi re-
gime guarantees billions in profits to U.S.
oil companies and other corporations.

For  several years Washington has
pressed\Saudi Arabia for permission to use
its military bases. The Sultan of Oman has
granted the U.S. military use of bases in
that Persian Gulf country. But the Saudi re-
gime hesitated. It feared such close iden-
tification with Washington.

The shift toward granting Washington’s
request — a shift which the Siudi rulers
have not made public — indicates the
monarchy’s growing fear of “regional
crises that they cannot manage on their
own.” In particular they fear a popular re-
volt inside Saudi Arabia itself.

As one Senate staff member put it, “Of
course, if they are going down the tubes,
they would want us to come in.”
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Spiver Gordon, the most prominent of
the Greene County Five, is president of the
Greene County chapter of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. He is
also an activist in the Federation of South-
ern Cooperatives, an organization that pro-
motes cooperative farming in the South.

Colvin’s trial was kicked off on August
24 by a day-long caravan of protesters that
traveled through six counties in the major-
ity Black region known as the Black Belt,
where Colvin is from. The caravan ended
up in Eutaw, Alabama, the seat of Greene
County and home of Gordon, Daniels, and
Underwood.

Several civil rights leaders addressed the
hundred protesters who crowded into the
Greene County courthouse to stay out of
the pouring rain.

Among the speakers was Albert Turner,
one. of the Marion Three, who were re-
cently acquitted of similar charges of vot-
ing fraud. “Not only was I on trial, but my
wife was on trial, my house burned down,
and | had three operations,” he said, refer-
ring to events that occurred during his trial.
“But we won. And as long as the Justice’
Department keeps coming at us, we’ll keep
fighting back.”

Marie Foster, a veteran activist from
Selma, said, “We have to fight for our own
voting rights, but also the rights of our
brothers in South Africa.”

The government tried to convict Colvin
on the grounds that he had asked citizens of
Union, which has a population of 373, to
sign absentee ballots for out-of-town rela-
tives with their permission. The defense
team, headed by State Senator Michael
Figures of Mobile, called upon election ex-
perts in Alabama to testify that the laws on
this procedure are unclear and contradic-
tory.

In her testimony, Administrator of Elec-
tions Helen Moore said, “The law does not
give specific information about all absen-
tee voting procedures.”

The defense attorneys also quoted
Alabama Secretary of State Don Siegelman
as saying the state election laws are “out-
dated, conflicting and they can serve as
traps for uninformed citizens.”

“And James Colvin can go to jail for
this?” Figures asked the jury in closing ar-
guments.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Bill Barnett
closed the prosecution’s arguments saying,
“Do we tell him to ‘Go ahead and keep
doing it, big boy?’ Or do we say, ‘“We have
had enough of your ballot stuffing?’”
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Is capitalism
winning war
against poverty?

BY HARRY RING
“l believe these numbers are further
proof that the greatest enemy of poverty is

the free enterprise system” — Ronald
Reagan.
“American capitalism is the best

machine ever devised for bringing people
out of poverty” — White House communi-
cations director Patrick J. Buchanan.

What were the two communicators brag-
ging about? An upturn in the capitalist
business cycle last year succeeded in re-
ducing the poverty rate by nine-tenths of
one percent. It was the first reduction since
1978.

This proud accomplishment left 33.7
million people in the U.S. still im-
poverished.

And that’s according to the govern-
ment’s very narrow definition of poverty
— less than $204 a week for a family of
four; less than $134 a week for a couple;
and less than $103 a week for a single per-
son.

Reagan’s bull to the contrary, the facts
about poverty prove what a bankrupt sys-
tem capitalism is and why it has to be
abolished.

“Only” 33 million poor people in the
richest country on earth. That’s more poor
people than there were in 1964 when the
government’s popgun war on poverty was
declared.

And the poor are poorer today than they
were then.

In 1968, the poorest fifth of the nation
had 91 percent of the money needed, by of-
ficial standards, for basic requirements.
But by 1983 it had dropped down to 60 per-
cent of basic needs.

Black people, Chicanos, Puerto Ricans,
and other Latinos are the major victims of
poverty, with women especially hard hit.

Of all impoverished adults, 60 percent
are women.

A majority of families headed by Black
women are living in poverty — 51.7 per-
cent.

Among families headed by Latinas, the
situation is even worse, 53.4 percent in
poverty.

Nor is poverty limited to the un-
employed. In 1983, there were 11 million
fulltime, year-round workers earning under
$10,000. Of these, nearly 4.5 million were
paid less than $6,700.

The cruelest suffering is reserved for the
children.

In July, the Los Angeles Times devoted
four major articles to “America and Its
Poor.™

About children, the paper wrote:

“The Times found child poverty a grow-
ing, pervasive problem from lowa’s failed
family farms to Houston's once-affluent
suburbs, from Boston's crowded soup
kitchens to Youngstown’s depressed blue-
collar neighborhoods, from Mississippi
shanties to hungry and homeless young-
sters in California’s wealthy Orange
County.”

A California service agency director was
quoted:

“We're seeing- a lot more hungry kids
now. We can tell they're hungry when they
tear into a bag of food and grab a crust of
bread.”

Not surprisingly in such a racist society
as this one, nonwhite children are the har-
dest hit by far.

Despite Reagan’s proud nine-tenths of a
percent drop in the poverty rate, the figure
for Blacks under 18 remained unchanged
from 1983 to 1984. For Latinos under 18,
the figure went up.

And for Black children under six, an in-
crease meant a majority of them — 51.1
percent — were living in poverty.

In the face of this persistent, massive
poverty, all levels of government, led by
Washington, have stubbornly .pressed
ahead in slashing aid to the poor.

Since 1981, three million children have
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been cut from school lunch programs.

In that same time, every one of the 50
states has reduced health services for poor
mothers and children.

Most states have eliminated or cut back
health education and illness prevention pro-
grams, including immunizations, efforts to
eliminate lead-based paints, and ratcontrol.

Medicaid covers a half million fewer
children today than it did in 1976 when
there were one-third fewer impoverished
children.

The president .of the American Public
Health Association, Dr. Victor Sidel, says,
“If there is a desperate medical emergency,
they can get care in the emergency room.
But for immunizations, for normal medical
or dental care, for preventive care, access
is extremely limited or impossible.”

Since the big federal cuts, nearly
500,000 families have been cut off the Aid
to Dependent Children program. An addi-
tional 300,000 have had their checks cut by
an average of $150 to $200 a month.

A Los Angeles slum. Children make up a large part of 33.7 percent of the population

that government recognizes as living in poverty in United States.

About a million people have been dis-
qualified for food stamps, and those still
receiving them are getting less.

While these cuts and more were sparked
by the Reagan White House, the record
confirms that it’s been a bipartisan war
against the poor. Democrats and Republi-
cans have joined together to make the cuts
possible.

For the 1985 budget, Reagan proposed
cuts in 14 social programs. Congress — in-

cluding the Democrat-controlled House —
“cut 13 of the 14.

True, the cuts were not of the size
Reagan requested. But demanding twice
whatever you want is an old employer
game.

In addition to cutbacks in Social Secu-
rity, these congressional cuts have been
made in programs ranging from unemploy-
ment compensation to nutrition for chil-
dren.

‘We do have a strong Black voice’

Continued from Page 5

hey guys. we want you to do this, this, and
this. The mere fact that these people could
stand there for three hours and let their
points of view be heard tells you some-
thing. A people who can do that are not a
people that are oppressed.”

She underscored the significance of the
fact that participants in the meeting spoke
freely in their own language, something
they were unable to do under Somoza. And
she noted the active role women played in
the discussion, “another mark of change
since the revolution has taken place.”

Campbell predicts a debate over the au-

. tonomy statute in the National Assembly,

which has representatives of other political
parties besides the FSLN. “We’ll have to
let people know this project is legitimate,
that it’s a national project, a Nicaraguan
project.” '

‘They could have let us sink’

“To get autonomy in six years is quite
rapid,” Campbell says. She feels that the
effort made to first bring social and eco-
nomic gains to the Coast, and to raise polit-
ical consciousness there, has been impor-
tant. Particularly key was the govern-
ment’s literacy drive in the early years of
the revolution, “to get all these people
reading and writing and understanding
what was going on.”

“It would have been so easy in 1981 to
say, okay, you guys have autonomy —
without education, without health, without
welfare, without political knowledge,
without knowledge of what a government
is supposed to be. They could have just
given it to us and let us sink.

“You could have had all the an-
thropologists, sociologists, and agencies
just write a document and have them give it
to us. But it would have meant nothing to
the people.

“What good is autonomy when people
cannot read and write?” she asks. “What
good is autonomy when you have sick
babies dying of diarrhea on a daily basis?
What good is autonomy if your people do
not even know the basic principle of what a
government is? Or what we should be
fighting for or how to administer the econ-
omy? What would autonomy mean if our
women were still in the kitchen, just hav-
ing babies?"”

People on the Atlantic Coast “are getting
convinced” of the autonomy proposal, she
says. The government “had to first break
down that wall of lack of confidence that
was built up all these years. But they're
doing it.”

And as a result, “the people are begin-
ning to participate and to take hold of this
project and make it their project.”

The reality of Nicaragua and its Atlantic
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Coast needs to be spread around the world
and especially in the United States.
Campbell says. “I really believe there is a
role you can play here. Point out the ag-
gression against us — our boats being at-
tacked: civilians being murdered: the fact
that we have beautiful airstrips but we
don’t have the airplanes because of the
U.S. embargo and we can’t buy parts; the
fact that we invested a large amount of
money to build a road joining the central
and northern part of the country and it can-
not be used now because the contras are
there killing people.

“Point out that we do have a strong
Black voice in this country and all Black

people should take heed. Tell them that
you have seen Black people speaking out
for the first time in this country. That we
have a Black ambassador in Mozambique.
That we have Black representatives. That
we have a whole group of Black leaders
throughout Zelaya. That this could never
be if we had not had a liberation of the en-
tire country.”

These facts are hidden from Blacks in
the United States. Campbell points out. To
overcome this gap. “we would like to have
an interchange of culture, education, and
other things to let Blacks know this is a
place where they can come and see Black
people come alive. That there is hope.”

“We, the people of South Africa,
declare for all our country and the
world to know:

“That South Africa belongs to
all who live in it, black and white,
and no government can justly
claim authority unless it is based
on the will of all the people;

“That our people have been
robbed of their birthright to land,
liberty and peace by a form of gov-
ernment founded on injustice and
inequality;

“That our country will never be
prosperous or free until all our
people live in brotherhood, enjoy-
ing equal rights and oppor-
tunities;

“That only a democratic state,
based on the will of all-the people,
can secure to all their birthright
without distinction of colour, race,
sex or belief.”

These are the opening sen-
tences of the “Freedom Charter,”
a document drafted in 1955 that
has become a manifesto of the
freedom struggle of the Black
masses in South Africa.

The new issue of Perspectiva
Mundial is devoted mainly to the
struggle in South Africa, and re-
produces the “Freedom Charter”
in its entirety in Spanish.

Perspectiva Mundial is the

Spanish-language socialist maga-
zine that every two weeks brings
you the truth about the struggles of

Do you know someone who reads Spanish?

‘PM’ carries ‘Freedom Charter’
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N.C. textile workers to vote on union

BY RICH GORDON
KANNAPOLIS, N.C. — More than
10,000 textile workers in Cabarrus and

Rowan counties in North Carolina will vote .

in their mills October 9-10 on whether they
will be represented by a union, the Amal-
gamated Clothing and Textile Workers
Union (ACTWU). This will be one of the
largest union representation elections in
this area in recent years.

The workers are employed by Cannon
Mills Inc., the giant sheet and towel
maker, based here in Kannapolis.

After more than a year of organizing,
ACTWU filed for a union election with the
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
on August 6. The NLRB certified that the
union had more than the required signa-
tures from 30 percent of the Cannon work-
ers and set the election date.

An election between ACTWU and Can-
non was held in 1974 when workers voted
against union representation 8,473 to
6,801.

But a lot has changed since 1974. Tex-
tile workers have been hit hard by layoffs
and mill shutdowns. Cannon workers have
seen their ranks cut by several thousand in
the last few years. Unemployment in
Cabarrus county is 18 percent, the highest
in the state.

Many Cannon workers blame their wor-
sening situation on the profit greed of Los
Angeles capitalist, David Murdock who
bought Cannon in 1982 for $413 million.

After he bought Cannon, Murdock laid
off 2,000 workers and announced a moder-
nization plan.

Since then Cannon workers have seen
more layoffs, rate cuts, stretchouts (greater
workloads for less pay and shorter hours),
and continued dusty, noisy, and hot work-
ing conditions.

Murdock claims he is losing money, that
he might sell the company, and that he
even had to spend $12 million “of his own
money” on Cannon in 1985.

But Cannon workers are not sympathetic
to Murdock who also owns, among other
things, Castle and Cooke, the big fruit
company.

Murdock’s Kannapolis- estate includes a
golf course, tennis courts, a swimming
pool and a fully stocked lake alongside a
$1.5 million home and conference center.

Murdock told the Salisbury Post in
1982, “We considered opening the lake to
the employees, but all of a sudden we’d
have no fish and a messy place.”

He also told Fortune magazine in 1979
that “It’s useless to give money to the poor
because they only lose it.”

Murdock’s fortune has been made on the
backs of workers like Evelyn Wingler, a
spinner at Cannon Mills, who told the
Winston-Salem Journal: “Murdock took
everything away he could take. He sold the
houses, and they’'ve increased the work-
load twice as much. Now you can’t make a
livng. They said we’d have to work to-
gether to get the company on its feet, but
they didn’t say they were going to make
slaves out of us.”

The Cannon family, the original owners

of Cannon, founded Kannapolis as a com-
pany town that they ran like the mills —
from the top down.

The company owned the housing, water
and power. Cannon was able to pay work-
ers lower wages because it had low-cost
housing. Murdock has been selling off the
mill houses that some Cannon workers
have come to see as one of the benefits they
had before Murdock took over.

Union organizers are optimistic about
the chances for victory at Cannon.

A victory for the union would be seen as
a victory for both the Cannon workers and

for workers all over the Carolinas, espe-
cially textile workers.

The Carolinas are among the least union-
ized states in the country and are the heart
of the textile industry. North Carolina has
only 49,000 union workers, 5.9 percent of
the workers in the state. More than
600,000 textile workers in the South are
not covered by union contracts.

The company knows that there are big
stakes in the upcoming election. Murdock
has hired a high-priced Atlanta law firm
that specializes in anti-union campaigns.
They have created the Anti-Union Com-

mittee to tell workers that the union is noth-
ing but outsiders that want to collect high
dues, call strikes, and take away our indi-
vidual freedom.

Murdock said in a statement distributed
to Cannon workers that he is pleased the
election will let the employees tell the
union to “go away and leave us alone.” He
said, “I am strongly opposed to this union
coming in because they have nothing
worthwhile to offer you.”

But it will be the mill workers them-
selves who will make that decision on Oc-
tober 9 and 10.

FBI attacks Puerto Rican patriots

Continued from front page

In the course of the paramilitary opera-
tion, the FBI raided the offices of Pen-
samiento Critico, a proindependence
magazine, arresting one of its editors. In an
attempt to close down the publication, the
FBI took its equipment and printing press-
es. The Puerto Rican Socialist Party, how-
ever, offered the offices and equipment of
its newspaper Claridad to the magazine's
staff so that they could continue publish-
ing.

The FBI also raided the homes of
lawyers, artists, and other prominent
people on the island. According to Vanessa
Ramos of the International Information Of-
fice for Independence for Puerto Rico, as
of September 5, many of these people were
“still incommunicado and we don’t even
know which jail they're in.” During these
raids, the FBI took the records of the Legal
Services Union. The FBI later announced
that it would be continuing its “investiga-
tions” on the island.

After their arrest, the 11 fighters ap-
peared under heavy guard in U.S. Federal
Court in San Juan, Puerto Rico. The pro-
ceedings, conducted in English, led to their
extradition from the island to,stand trial in
Hartford, Connecticut. The 11 were taken
in three Navy helicopters from the Federal
Court building to the U.S. military base,
Roosevelt Roads, in Ceiba, Puerto Rico.
From there they were transported to an un-
disclosed location in the northeast United
States. It was only days later that their at-
torneys were informed of their whereab-
outs in the United States.

The raids served to demonstrate once
again the colonial status of Puerto Rico.
The FBI entered the island and carried out
these armed raids without informing any
member of the Puerto Rican government.
After Puerto Rico’s governor, Rafael Her-
nandez Coldn, complained that he had not
been informed, the FBI told the press that
“when we have an order from a federal
magistrate to raid a house we never consult
with the governor.”

In an attempt to diffuse the anger of the
Puerto Rican people, the FBI displayed
arms it claims were captured in the raids.
They alleged that the arms, all U.S. made,
had been given to these activists by the

Puerto Rican independence fighters being loaded onto U.S. Navy helicopter

Cuban government. The FBI also claims
that Victor Gerena, one of the activists al-
legedly involved in the robbery, is cur-
rently living in Cuba.

These charges are a continuation of the
U.S. government’s 26-year campaign
against the Cuban people and their govern-
ment. It is an attempt to portray these pro-
independence activists as Cuban surrogates
rather than defenders of their homeland.

The FBI's attempt to isolate these activ-
ists and intimidate supporters of their dem-
ocratic rights has so far failed. Despite
armed FBI agents on the roof and in the
doorways of the Federal Building in San
Juan, hundreds of protesters chanting “we
are patriots not terrorists” picketed outside
that building against the persecution of the
independence movement.

In her speech to the demonstrators, Rita
Zengotita from the Unified Committee
Against Repression (CUCRE) reminded
the crowd of Puerto Rico’s strategic mili-
tary position for U.S. imperialism. “The
action by the repressive agencies of the
United States. . .,"” she said, “is also part of
its [the U.S. government’s] continuing
threats of invasion against the people of
Central America and the Caribbean.”

Similar protests were also held on Mon-

Troy unions sign Nicaragua appeal

BY JIM CALLAHAN
AND LARRY LANE

ALBANY, N.Y. — The Troy, New
York, Area Labor Council has added its
name to an “Appeal to U.S. Trade Union=
ists” urging participation in international
trade union solidarity with Nicaragua.

The appeal stems from a call for solidar-
ity to trade unionists around the world by
the general secretary of the Sandinista
Workers Federation (CST), Nicaragua's
biggest union federation.

Fifteen U.S. trade union officials mailed
out copies of the CST call in English and
Spanish to a broad list of unions, union of-
ficials, and solidarity activists. The fifteen
also signed an “Appeal to U.S. Trade
Unionists” urging participation in the cam-
paign.

The 15, who signed as individuals, in-
cluded officials of American Federation of
Teachers Local 3882; Nebraska United
Transportation  Union;  Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers Union
Pacific Northwest Joint Board; United
Steelworkers of America Local 2431;
United Farm Workers; Virginia State

Council, International Federation of State,
County and Municipal Workers Local 544;
and others.

Discussion of adding the Troy Area
Labor Council’s name to this appeal .was
introduced by Art Fleishner, Troy council
president and member of Service Employ-
ees International Union, Local 200.

The motion to add the Troy Area Labor
Council to the appeal was made by Judy
Ferraro, council treasurer and member of
the New York State United Teachers
(NYSUT). Bob Redlo, council vice-presi-
dent and member of ACTWU, seconded
the motion.

In response to a question by a council
delegate, “How is this a concern of ours?”
Art Fleishner responded: “There are people
at this council meeting from both the steel
and textile unions. Both of these industries
initially ran away to the South, now
they’ve gone overseas. We have a duty to
support workers in other countries trying to
build their unions, to fight these same com-
panies.”

The motion to sign the appeal passed the
June 19th council meeting unanimously.

The member unions of the Troy Area
Labor Council are the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing and Textile Workers Union; Amalga-
mated Transit Union; Communication
Workers of America; Graphic Communi-
cations International Union; Hotel, Motel,
Restaurant and Bartenders Union; Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers;
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’
Union; International Union of Electrical,
Radio and Machine Workers; Laborers In-
ternational Union of North America; New
York State United Teachers; Service Em-
ployees International Union; Troy Musi-
cians; United Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners of America; and the United
Food and Commercial Workers Interna-
tional Union. Delegates and members of
SEIU Local 200, NYSUT, UFCW Local 1,
USWA Local 8247, Laborers Local 452,
CWA Local 1116, and ACTWU were pre-
sent at the council meeting.

A fund has been established for the sol-
idarity campaign. Checks can be sent to:
Nicaragua Solidarity Fund, c/o ACTWU,
975 SE Sandy Blvd., Room 108, Portland,
Oregon 97214,
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day, September 2, and Tuesday, Sep-

tember 3.

A coalition of various trade unions
and religious and professional organiza-
tions — including the Puerto Rican Insti-
tute for Civil Rights, the Association of
University Professors, the Teamsters
union, the Federation of Teachers, the Na-
tional Union of Health Workers, and the
Independent Union of Airport Workers —
held a press conference to protest this at-
tack. In their joint statement these groups
characterized the FBI's action as “a series
of violent and terrorist actions” carried out
against “men and women for the crime
of fighting for the independence of their
country.”

On September 3, the 11 activists were
arraigned in Hartford. The court proceed-
ings were marked by extraordinary security
measures. These included sharpshooters
patrolling the roof of the courthouse and
dogs walking the ground to sniff for
bombs. The activists were brought into
court in chains.

Attorney William Kunstler, who is rep-
resenting the activists, criticized these se-
curity measures as ““an attempt to color this -
case, to make the people of Connecticut
think they are a bunch of dangerous ani-
mals.”

Supporters of the activists demonstrated
outside the courthouse during the arraign-
ment hearing. A second demonstration has
been called in Hartford September 13.

In New York City, more than 12 Puerto
Rican and other organizations in solidarity
with Puerto Rican independence formed
the Committee Against Repression of Inde-
pendentistas. The committee organized a
picket line of 200 people outside the FBI
building here September 6.

The New York committee is also or-
ganizing a car caravan from East 116 Street
in El Barrio (East Harlem) to Hartford Sep-
tember 14.

“My campaign calls on working people
and other supporters of civil liberties in the
United States to support the democratic
rights of these activists,” Gonzdlez said.
“This raid represents a threat to the politi-
cal rights not only of fighters for Puerto
Rican independence but for all opponents
of U.S. government policy — from fight-
ers against U.S. support for the racist white
minority regime in South Africa, to oppo-
nents of the U.S. war in Central America,
to unionists on strike, and farmers fighting
foreclosure of their farms.

“We all have a stake in defending these
latest victims of the U.S. government's re-
pression.”
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—CALENDAR

GEORGIA

Atlanta

March Against Apartheid. Sat., Sept. 28,
10:30 a.m. from Fulton County Stadium to
Richard Russell Federal Building. Ausp: At-
lanta Chapter NAACP. For more information
call (404) 349-7496.

MICHIGAN

Detroit

Independence Struggle in New Caledonia.
Speaker: Susanna Ounei, leader of Kanak
Socialist Liberation Front and founder of Kanak
and Exploited Women In Struggle. Sun., Sept.
15, 3:30 p.m. Central United Methodist
Church, 23 E Adams (at Woodward). Ausp:
Detroit Chapter National Organization for
Women, Detroit Guatemala Committee, Michi-
gan Interfaith Committee on Central American
Human Rights, Pan African Students Union,
Young Socialist Alliance, Detroit Area Nuclear
Weapons Freeze.

Free South Africa Movement Rally. Speaker:
Thozamile Botha, administrative secretary,
South Africa Congress of Trade Unions, former
Ford worker. Fri., Sept. 20, 7 p.m., Hartford
Memorial Baptist Church, 18700 James
Couzens Highway. Ausp: Free South Africa
Movement. For more information call (313)
496-2573 or 882-5838.

MINNESOTA

St. Paul

Support Meatpackers in Fight Against Hor-
mel. Speaker: representative of United Food
and Commercial Workers Local P-9. Sun.,
Sept. 15, 4 p.m. 508 N Snelling. Donation $2.
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor-
mation call (612) 644-6325.

Farmers in Nicaragua: An Eyewitness Ac-
count. Speaker: Lisa Ahlberg, participant in re-
cent North American Farm Alliance tour of Nic-

Stand up for Free South Africa |ys protests
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urrent issue of the Young
Socialist contains articles on the
freedom struggle in South Africa
and the growing anti-apartheid
movement in this country and
internationally.

It reports on the Young Socialist
Alliance’s decision to throw all
its resources into the fight to end
all U.S. ties to apartheid.

This issue also reintroduces the
Young Socialist as a monthly
publication to report on the
growin% participation of youth
in social struggles.

Start your one-year subscription
with this issue — $3.

Name

Address

City State
Zip Phone
Organization/school

Send to Young Socialist, 14
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y.
10014.

—IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP-

Where to find the Socialist Workers Party,
Young Socialist Alliance, and socialist
bookstores.

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA,
205 18th St. S. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. :

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 3750
West McDowell Road #3. Zip: 85009. Tel:
(602) 272-4026.

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA,
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3808 E 14th St.
Zip: 94601, Tel: (415) 261-3014. San Diego:
SWP, YSA, 1053 15th St. Zip: 92101. Tel:
(619) 234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, YSA,
3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255.
San Jose: SWP, YSA, 462 Race St. Zip:
95126. Tel: (408) 998-4007.

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, 25 W
3rd Ave. Zip: 80223. Tel: (303) 698-2550.

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 137 NE
54th St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 370486.
Zip: 33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee:
YSA, P.O. Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel: (904)
222-4434.
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aragua, member of Socialist Workers Party.
Sun., Sept. 22, 4 p.m. 508 N Snelling. Dona-
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more
information call (612) 644-6325.

MISSOURI

St. Louis

El Salvador: Duarte Wages Air War Against
the People. An eyewitness report by Ellen
Whitt of the St. Louis Latin America Solidarity
Committee. Sun., Sept. 15, 7 p.m. Militant
Labor Forum, 3109 S Grand, Room 22. Dona-
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more
information call (314) 772-4410.

South Africa Freedom Struggle. A film his-
tory: Generations of Resistance. Sun., Sept. 22,
7 p.m. 3109 S Grand, Room 22. Donation: $2.
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor-
mation call (314) 772-4410.

NEW JERSEY

Newark

We’ll Never Go Back — the Struggle to De-
fend a Woman’s Right to Choose Abortion.
Panel discussion. Speakers: Lena Watts, chair-
person, Reproductive Freedom Task Force,
Essex County National Organization for
Women; Paige Berry, member, Board of Direc-
tors, Right to Choose; Candace Wagner, mem-
ber, Young Socialist Alliance. Translation to
Spanish. Fri., Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m.; dinner at
6:30 p.m. 141 Halsey St. Donation: $2; dinner
$3. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (201) 643-3341.

Adapt or Die. An ABC-TV documentary
showing the central role played by the new,
Black trade unions in South Africa. Translation
to Spanish. Fri.; Sept. 20, 7:30 p.m.; dinner at
6:30 p.m. 141 Halsey St. Donation: $2; dinner
$3. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (201) 643-3341.

NEW YORK

Albany

How Can We Fight Against Washington’s
War in Central America? Speakers: Victor
Caban, International Union of Electronic Work-
ers Local 301; representative. Witness for
Peace; Julia Stineberg, Socialist Workers Party.
Translation to Spanish. Fri., Sept. 20, 8 p.m.,
352 Central Ave., 2nd floor. Donation: $2.
Ausp: Militant Bookstore. For more informa-
tion call (518) 434-3242,

Manhattan

Life and Democracy in Chile. An ecumenical
service; plus video, slideshow, and panel of
speakers. Translation to Spanish. Sun., Sept.
29, 2:30 p.m. Judson Memorial Church, 55
Washington Square. Ausp: Ad Hoc Coalition
— Salvador Allende.

Solidarity Festival for El Salvador. Day-long
festival of Latin American crafts, music, film,
and dance. A benefit for Salvadoran refugees.
Sat., Sept. 14, noon to 10 p.m. Cafeteria and
auditorium of PS 41, W 1 1th Street between 6th
and 7th avenues. Donation: $1. Ausp: New
York chapter of U.S. Committee in Solidarity
With the People of El Salvador and Casa El Sal-
vador. For more information call (212) 926-
5825 or 242-1040.

NORTH CAROLINA

Greensbhoro

Adapt or Die. Video and discussion on impor-
tance of South African Black unions in the
struggle against apartheid. Sun., Sept. 15, 5
p.m. 2219 E Market St. Donation: $2. Ausp:
Militant Labor Forum. For more information
call (919) 272-5996.

Crisis in Latin America: Cancel the Debt!
Sun., Sept. 22, 5 p.m. 2219 E Market St. Dona-
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more
information call (919) 272-5996.
Pornography and Women’s Rights. Sun.,
Sept. 29, 5 p.m. 2219 E Market St. Donation:
$2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (919) 272-5996.

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat
Shoals Ave. SE. Zip: 30316. Tel: (404) 577-
4065.

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 §
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326-5853
or 326-5453. _

KENTUCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA, 809
E. Broadway. Zip: 40204. Tel: (502) 587-8418.

LOUISIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA,
3207 Dublin St. Zip: 70118. Tel: (504) 486-
8048.

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 2913
Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218, Tel: (301) 235-
0013.

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA,
510 Commonwealth Ave., 4th Floor. Zip:
02215. Tel: (617) 262-4621.

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 7146 W.
McNichols. Zip: 48221. Tel: (313) 862-7755.

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: SWP, YSA,
508 N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel:
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OHIO

Cincinnati

South African Labor Movement Today.
Speakers: Ove Aspoy. member, Socialist
Workers Party and International Association of
Machinists Lodge 912; Peter Oanes. member,
Socialist Workers Party and Teamsters Local
661. Sun.. Sept. 15, 7:30 p.m. 4945 Paddock
Rd. Donation: $2.50. Ausp: Militant Labor
Forum. For more information call (513) 242-
7161.

Toledo

Break U.S. Ties With Apartheid — Boycott
Racist South Africa! Film showing: South Af-
rica Belongs to Us. Speakers: Vernon
Domingo, professor, BGSU Firelands Campus.
Bomn and raised in South Africa, classified by
the apartheid system as “Coloured™; representa-
tive, Black Student Union, Toledo University;
Dennis Miller, Socialist Workers Party. Sun.,
Sept. 15, 7 p.m. 1701 W Bancroft. Donation:
$3. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in-
formation call (419) 536-0383.

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia

Lebanon: Who Are the Real Terrorists?
Translation to Spanish. Sat.. Sept. 21. 7:30
p.m. 2744 Germantown Ave. Donation: $2.
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor-
mation call (215) 225-0213.

WEST VIRGINIA

Charleston

South Africa’s Rulers Brutalize Black Min-
ers. Film showing and discussion of. Adapt or
Die, a film on Black trade unions in South Af-
rica. Speaker: representative of Young Socialist
Alliance. Sun., Sept. 22, 7 p.m. 61 1/A Tennes-
see Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor
Forum. For more information call (304) 345-
3040.

Morgantown

South Africa: Black Majority Rule Now!
Film: Adapt or Die, on Black trade unions in
South Africa, Speakers to be announced. Sun.,
Sept. 15, 7 p.m. 221 Pleasant St. Donation: $2.
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum Series. For more
information call (304) 296-0055.

Honduran soldiers attack camp

Continued from Page 13
paper on Refugee Policy on the Issue of
Colomoncagua,” which outlined its policy.

A selection from the document was
printed by the Canadian Council for Inter-
national Co-operation Mission Report. It
said, “We share the objectives of the Hon-
duran government for the return of Sal-
vadoran refugees to El Salvador.”

This has been vigorously opposed by the
refugees and their supporters, who know
that democracy and justice have not come
to El Salvador and that they could once
again become victims of U.S.-backed Sal-
vadoran President José Napoleon Duarte’s
police and army if they returned.

The document goes on to say: “The
camps are sanctuaries for subversive or-
ganizations.”

This is official U.S. endorsement for the
justification given by the Honduran army
not only for its latest bloody raid, but its
ongoing campaign against Colomoncagua
and other refugee camps.

When refugees in Colomoncagua re-
jected a proposed repatriation plan in April
of this year, Col. Abraham Garcia Turcios,
the head of the Honduran National Refugee
Commission, threatened that “they would
pay” for their rejection. Apparently, this

was no idle threat. _

Colomoncagua is also one of the camps
that has been subjected to a severe food
shortage in an attempt by the Honduran
government to force the refugees to leave.

The camps at Colomoncagua have been
surrounded by between 35 and 60 Hondu-
ran counterinsurgency troops since May
14. On May 20, soldiers seized a refugee
from the camp. He was beaten and then re-
leased. A “shoot on sight” curfew is in ef-
fect around the camp for after 5 p.m.

The State Department paper explained
the key reason for wanting to move the ref-
ugees was that “the closure of Colomon-
cagua will be an important step in ridding
the border of insurgent activity.”

“When the border is more secure,” it
said, “it will be easier for the Honduran
military to make sweeps of the area and to
disrupt any regional insurgency activity
there.”

There have been several reports of Hon-
duran troops participating in Salvadoran
army operations in border areas.

In the wake of the raid, Colonel Turcios
announced at a news conference in the
Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa that the
refugees would be moved from the border
area in the next few months.

Slave labor laws for Black workers

Continued from Page 7

effects on African social life that follow.

All together, there are some 2 million
African migrant workers throughout the
country, in many urban areas comprising
about half of the African work force. The
number of commuter workers — who live
in Bantustan townships close to the major
industrial centers and commute to work on
a daily basis — has also been growing. In
1970 there were 300,000 of them; by 1976
there were 637,000.

Historically, it was the gold mines that
first introduced the migratory labor system
to South Africa on a large scale. The vast
bulk of the nearly 400,000 Black gold min-
ers are still migrants.

The migratory labor system also made

headway on the white-owned farms. Out of
a total of nearly a million African farm
laborers, some 570,000 were registered as
migrants in 1977.

The migratory labor system in general
gives the regime and the employers a much
firmer grip over African workers. Sus-
pected “agitators” can be kept from return-
ing to the cities by simply denying them
readmission after their contracts have ex-
pired. Until 1979 migrant workers were
prohibited from organizing unions. They
are not allowed to strike. If they strike any-
way, they can be quickly deported back to
the Bantustans.

The hostels and compounds that migrant
workers must live in . . . bear a striking re-
semblance to prisons.
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Squelching free enterprise —
Rather than fight the feds, the
maker of Rid-All Flea Crystals
agreed to shelve the stuff even
though it was retailing for up to $2

Harry
Ring

an ounce. The Seattle EPA office
said that since it claimed to control
fleas it would have to be registered
as a pesticide even though it isn’t.
Rid-All is table salt.

For who? — “One man, one
vote would mean majority rule.
And majority rule would be a dis-
aster.” — A white South African
businessman.

Funniest story of the week —
Top business execs charged in a
report that the nation’s schools are
failing to promote such character
traits as honesty and cooperation,
which they said are essential to
success in business.

Sounds reasonable — Since
1982, the Pentagon has based its
weapons funding requests on the
assumption that the cost of such
goodies would escalate at a rate 30

percent higher than the pace of in-
flation.

Spread of American culture
— Fred Schneiter of the American
Wheat Institute is in China plug-
ging sliced white bread, “the same
as you buy in any American super-
market.” Shifting from rice to
white bread, he says, will give the
Chinese people more time for
work and leisure, noting that it
takes 20 minutes to boil rice, plus
scraping out the pot afterward.

That’ll do it — To bolster pub-
lic confidence, Union Carbide
created a new health and safety di-
vision with a top company lawyer
assigned to head it up.

Things-are-tough-all-over dept.
— Johnny Carson’s divorce settle-
ment includes turning over three
New York city apartments to his
ex-spouse, plus their home in Bel-
Air. Johnny will be left with own-
ership of their pad in New York’s
Trump Tower, and the house in
Malibu.

The march of science — You'll
be seeing more of a new incandes-
cent white light in your supermar-
ket. The light brings out the reds in
the color spectrum, making pro-
duce look brighter, and the shop-
pers themselves look ruddier and
happier. At least until they hit the
checkout.

Bantam bagels — What-
saBagel is trying to promote a 4-
oz. bagel but distributors want the
2-0z. size, insisting customers
want a bagel they can toast. The
marketing director for Lender’s
frozen bagels says the small ones
with the big holes are *toaster
compatible.”

Most likely story of the week
— New York police say they
caught the burglar who reportedly
lifted some $20,000 in valuables
from the apartment of former
police  commissioner  Robert
McGuire. Ninety percent of the
loot was recovered. Police assured
no priority was given to the case,
and no special effort made.

Detroit teachers win wage increase in new contract

BY TIM CRAINE

DETROIT — Members of the Detroit
Federation of Teachers (DFT) have re-
turned to work with a tentative agreement
for a two-year contract with the Board of
Education. Negotiations for the agreement
concluded just hours before the scheduled

start of the school year on August 26. Most .

teachers had expected to be on strike.

The agreement provides for an im-
mediate salary increase of 10 percent, with
two more increases in the second year of 4
percent and 3 percent. This breaks the pat-
tern of frozen wages and concession agree-
ments which Detroit teachers have lived
with for the past three years. It begins to
help Detroit teacher salaries catch up with
those of the surrounding suburbs, which
are, on the average, substantially higher.

In the second year of the contract,
teachers will receive optical coverage for
the first time. Progress in equalizing
salaries has been made with the number of
steps required to reach maximum salary re-
duced from eleven to ten; newly hired
teachers will start on what was the second
step.

No major concessions were made by the
union. Although the Board had insisted on
a co-pay plan for insurance coverage, the
union succeeded in forcing them to drop
this demand. The DFT — an affiliate of the
American Federation of Teachers — did
agree to two additional report cards per
year, which means more paperwork for
teachers, and a modified high school
schedule which may mean ten minutes of
extra duty time each day for some teachers.

No progress was made on long-standing
union demands for reduced class size and
preparation  periods for elementary
teachers. Nothing was done to correct the
inequity between regular contract teachers
and adult education teachers. The latter

perform the same duties but are paid at a

much lower hourly rate and do not receive
full benefits for their families. In effect,
they have become second-class members
of the union. Dissatisfaction among adult
education teachers was evidenced as they
walked out of the union meeting and later
picketed DFT headquarters.

The progress that was made in this con-
tract reflected the unity and determination

Daryl Hunt

BY MIKE NICHOLSON

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C, — The Dar-
ryl Hunt Defense Committee appeared be-
fore the Forsyth Superior Court here in
early August to answer questions by Dis-
trict Attorney Donald Tisdale and Judge
Preston Cornelius concerning its financial
records. The legal maneuver by the district
attorney is part of a continual harrassment
campaign against the supporters of Darryl
Hunt and his defense committee.

Darryl Hunt is a young Black worker
who was convicted of murder in June. His
conviction for a brutal murder in August
1984 has provoked outrage in the Winston-
Salem Black community.

10 dead in Chilean protest

BY GEORGE KAPLAN

Chilean police and government-linked
paramilitary gunmen killed at least 10
people September 4 and 5 during country-
wide demonstrations against the military
dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet. Nearly
600 people were arrested.

Many of the actions centered in work-
ing-class communities and in schools in
and around the capital of Santiago. In addi-
tion, truckdrivers staged a strike, bus driv-
ers stayed home, and shopkeepers shut
their stores.

Pinochet has ruled Chile since 1973,
when he led a military coup that overthrew
the democratically-elected government of
Salvador Allende. Pinochet’s forces mur-
dered Allende and thousands of workers
and peasants.

According to the New York Times, the
protests were “‘the largest in a year and the
first major show of opposition force since
June, when General
seven-month state of siege.”

The demonstrations resulted from an
August 26 appeal by 11 political parties for
elections. The broadening opposition to
Pinochet was indicated by the support
given to the call from Roman Catholic Car-
dinal Juan Francisco Fresno.

The 11 parties called for a gathering in
downtown Santiago September 4 —
Chile’s traditional election day — to sign
petitions supporting elections. Thousands
participated and were attacked by police
using tear gas and water cannons.

The Communist Party, which is banned
in Chile and was not among the signers of

Pinochet lifted a

the appeal, joined others in calling for
broader protests.

A memorial mass had been scheduled in
Santiago for a priest murdered by govern-
ment cops. Cardinal Fresno cancelled it,
reportedly because he feared violent pro-
tests against the regime. “But the mass was
held nonetheless,” reported the Washing-
ton Post, “in a church in the slum where the
priest worked. Afterward, chanting crowds
erected barricades and heaved rocks at
police.” Six deaths admitted by the govern-
ment occurred here.

Students participating in recent protest
against the Pinochet dictatorship.

forged by Detroit teachers last spring when
they overwhelmingly rejected an attempt
by the National Education Association
(NEA) to replace the American Federation
of Teachers (AFT) as the bargaining agent.
The plight of the adult education teachers,
however, indicates that the union will have
to take a stronger stand in support of all of
its members if it is to avoid being weak-
ened by internal division. Only the board
benefits from maintaining a class of work-
ers who are denied full benefits.

In a statement circulated to teachers at
their contract meeting, Socialist Workers
Party candidate for mayor, Kibwe Diarra,
solidarized with the struggle of teachers for

A motion was filed by the district attor-
ney to open the books of the Darryl Hunt
defense fund to determine if the fund
should be required to pay for some of the
fees of Hunt’s attorney. Around $5,000
was collected for the defense fund.

The district attorney said this money
should affect the status of Hunt as an indi-
gent, and that the defense fund money
should be used to pay for some of Hunt's

court-appointed lawyers’ fees. The district-

attorney said this should apply specifically
to Hunt's upcoming appeal and the money
the defense committee continues to raise.

The district attorney has requested the
total of all funds received by the defense
fund, copies of all receipts given to donors,
copies of all bank statements for all de-
posits, and copies of all cancelled checks.

In effect, the district attorney is asking
the state court to determine how the Darryl
Hunt Defense Committee will spend its
money.

a decent contract. Diarra pointed to De-
troit’s high class size maximum (35) and
the fact that two-thirds of students entering
Detroit high schools drop out before gradu-
ation. Money spent for each Detroit student
is $2,766 compared with $4,728 in the
upper-class suburb of Bloomfield Hills.
Diarra blasted the city administration’s
policy of giving tax breaks to corporations
like General Motors while working-class
taxpayers carry the burden. He advocated
equal educational funding for all students
based on taxing the big corporations and
slashing the federal military budget.

_Tim Craine is a member of DFT Local 231 .

defense harassed in N.C.

Hunt supporters have argued that these
undemocratic demands threaten their con-
stitutional rights to free speech and assem-
bly. It is an attempt to control how an or-
ganization of private individuals wants to
act and spend their money.

Lawyers -for the Darryl Hunt Defense
Committee were able to win a postpone-
ment of the court’s ruling on this matter
until early September.

The Darryl Hunt Defense Committee
has also continued to organize a number of
public activities. There were three public
events organized in August at churches in
Winston-Salem. On August 24, 100 Hunt
supporters rallied at Dellabrook Presbyte-
rian Church. Maya Angelou, a noted au-
thor and poet, was the featured speaker at
the event. Money was raised to help con-
tinue the committee’s work.

For more information contact the Darryl
Hunt Defense Committee at P.O. Box
2911, Winston-Salem, N.C. 27102.

S.F. rally marks Chicano Moratorium

BY DIANA CANTU

SAN FRANCISCO — On August 29,
1970, 100,000 people poured into the
streets of Los Angeles in the National
Chicano Moratorium protesting the U.S.
war in Vietnam. The antiwar march was
violently attacked by rioting cops, result-
ing in the deaths of three Chicanos.

Here on August 25, the fifteenth an-
niversary of that march was celebrated with
a rally at Dolores Park. A crowd of about
3,000 gathered for the annual cultural and
political celebration.

The main themes of the rally were cele-
bration of the heritage of the Chicano na-
tionality and Latino peoples, opposition to
the U.S. aggression in Central America,
and solidarity with Nicaragua and the re-
bels in El Salvador as well as the struggle
of Blacks in South Africa. :

Floyd Westerman from the American In-
dian Movement spoke and performed
music. He stated that American Indians
and Latinos are related not only by blood
but by a common oppression. He also re-
marked at the large number of Blacks in the
audience saying that their solidarity with
Latinos and American Indians is an impor-
tant component in the struggle against ra-
cism and oppression in this country.

September 20, 1985

Several speakers talked about the history
of the movement against the war in Viet-
nam and the Chicano people’'s role in the
opposition to that war. They made the con-
nection between the Vietnam war and the
current U.S. war in Central America.

Speakers pointed to the racist nature of
current prowar propaganda. In such films
as “Rambo” and “Red Dawn” Latinos are
projected as ignorant “Soviet dupes.” As
one speaker said, “In Nicaragua they're
struggling for self-determination, the same
as we are here.” :

Among the cultural highlights were a
group of traditional Aztec dancers from
Mexico City, a performance by the band
Grupo 19 de Julio (July 19 Group), a brief
talk by Teatro Campesino founder Luis
Valdez, and several antiwar “raps” (spoken
lyrics accompanied by music).

Bill Stroud from the San Francisco Anti-
Apartheid Committee gave an update on
recent events in South Africa. He urged ev-
eryone present to participate in a number of
upcoming actions protesting apartheid.

The tables of two anti-apartheid groups
did a brisk business as did a literature table
of the Socialist Bookstore, The special
anti-apartheid issue of the Militant was also
well received.
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South Africa & Central America

The heroic struggle of the Black masses in South Af-
rica against the racist. apartheid system is the greatest
ally in the world today of the embattled people of Nicara-
gua and El Salvador.

In Nicaragua, the U.S.-organized contras are waging a
war to overthrow the workers™ and peasants’ govern-
ment, which the Nicaraguan people put in power after the
1979 overthrow of the dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza.

In El Salvador, Washington is financing the regime of
President José Napoledn Duarte to the tune of $1.5 mil-
lion per day as he carries out massive bombing raids in
the countryside against his own people. To aid this effort,
Washington just sent another dozen helicopter gunships
to El Salvador. These deadly weapons can fire thousands
of rounds of ammunition per minute.

In South Africa, foo, it is Washington and Wall Street
that ultimately stand behind the imperialist white minor-
ity government that oppresses and exploits 28 million
Blacks.

In each case, the enemy is the same: U.S. imperialism,
which the Sandinista people’s anthem so correctly calls
“the enemy of humanity.”

In each case, long-oppressed peoples are waging revo-
lutionary struggles to free themselves from imperialist
domination. Successes by fighters in each country rein-
force and inspire the others.

The struggle in South Africa is a special problem for
the U.S. ruling class because it is shaking one of Wash-
ington’s imperialist allies, a regime that the White House
depends on to help police the continent of Africa.

The fact that the apartheid system has ignited the moral
outrage of working people and all believers in democratic
rights and fair play has created divisions among the im-
perialist powers over how to respond to the growing de-
mand by South Africa’s majority for an end to apartheid.

The breadth of the opposition to apartheid in the
United States has helped fuel the discussion and debate
within the U.S. ruling class, as well. That growing op-
position combined with the continuing mass upsurge in
South Africa is what led the Reagan administration to im-
pose mild sanctions on South Africa.

Especially important is the degree of trade union in-
volvement in the anti-apartheid protests. The labor move-
ment, from the AFL-CIO Executive Council on down, is
speaking out against the contemporary slavemasters in
South Africa.

This means Washington can’t focus its attention solely
on rolling back the struggles in Central America.

Thus, the actions of the workers, peasants, students,
and other youth of South Africa are giving the Sandinista
fighters in Nicaragua and the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front of El Salvador some more breathing
space; a little more time.

For all opponents of U.S. intervention in Central
America, therefore, participating in and building the anti-
apartheid movement is the most important thing to do
today to oppose Washington’s war drive.

The struggle against apartheid is aiding the fight
against U.S. intervention in another way as well.

Washington’s. refusal to break all ties with the repug-
nant and morally indefensible regime in South Africa has
made millions of U.S. workers and farmers more willing
and able to see that the U.S. government’s role in Central
America is also reprehensible.

The political thinking and interest that the fight against
apartheid has roused in the U.S. population means
there’s a broader audience that is open to discussing and
acting against U.S. intervention in Central America. The
fact that the unions have taken a stand and action against
apartheid will make it that much easier to get unions and
unionists to discuss and act on Central America.

When Washington refuses to line up on the right side
in South Africa in the name of opposing “communism,”
it makes it easier to expose and answer Washington's
anticommunist justification for its war in Central Ameri-
ca.

And it's among the thousands of unionists, farmers,
students, women, Blacks, Chicanos, Puerto Ricans, and
others who are getting involved in protests of every vari-
ety against South Africa that antiwar activists will find
the most support for their demand: “Embargo South Af-
rica, not Nicaragua.”

Setback on comparable pay issue

The fight for equal pay for comparable work suffered a
setback with a federal court decision declaring employers
have the right to pay whatever the market will permit
them to get away with.

A three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in San Francisco ruled September 4 that the state of
Washington had not violated civil rights laws by paying
women workers less than men for jobs of comparable
value.

This is so, the judges held, even though the state’s own
findings confirmed that women employees were being
paid 20 percent less than men for jobs that required com-
parable skills, training, and abilities.

Those findings were confirmed by a federal judge who
ruled there was “overwhelming” evidence that the state
maintained an illegal wage system “which discriminates
on the basis of sex.”

The judge’'s 1983 decision was in response to a suit
filed by the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees. The union acted after the Wash-

ington legislature enacted a law that year to establish a -
comparable worth wage policy for the state — over a ten-’

year period.

The “gradually” law was based on a study commis-
sioned nine years previous.

The union’s court action served to accelerate the fight
for wages based on comparable worth, a necessary back-
up to the demand for equal pay for equal work. Large
numbers of women workers are restricted to jobs that are
not the same as men’s “but are clearly of comparable
value and therefore deserving of equal pay.”

But the unabashedly pro-employer Appeals Court
panel declared, “Neither law nor logic deems the free-
market system a suspect enterprise.”

Assailing the ruling, Eleanor Smeal, president of the
National Organization for Women, said this means,
“You get away with discrimination if everybody else is
doing it.”

Lawyers for the union said the decision would be ap-
pealed.

The reactionary court decision in the Washington case
is one more signal of the determination of government
and employers to contain and roll back the gains of
women workers. Labor and the women’s rights move-
ment need to respond accordingly.

Get out truth — sell ‘Militant’

Continued from front page
cist victimizations by the government.

Women’s rights fighters are organizing a vital cam-
paign in defense of safe, legal abortion in opposition to
government and rightist attacks.

Militant activity around a given issue inevitably
broadens the political horizons of the participants. A
vivid example is the number of farm protest activists who
have been participating in tours to Nicaragua.

And there are important beginnings of urgently needed
strike solidarity within the union movement itself. This
has been shown in the solidarity won by striking shipyard
workers at Bath, Maine, locked-out steelworkers in
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and West Virginia, and Hormel
strikers in Minnesota. And a few weeks ago we had the
inspiring caravan of Detroit auto workers to Belfry, Ken-
tucky, in support of striking A.T. Massey coal miners —
“From Motown to Coaltown.”

All of this — from South Africa to Kentucky — re-
ceives regular coverage in the Militant and Perspectiva
Mundial.

And what we're finding these past weeks is that there's
a lot of working people out there who are looking for
exactly this kind of information.

For getting out the truth and spreading socialist ideas,
this is really the time. There is already a busy fall agenda
of activities to be supported and built, activities that are
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also a natural for gaining new readers.

There’s the September 21-25 Pledge of Resistance in
opposition to the U.S. aggression in Central America; on
October 11, the major National Anti-Apartheid Protest
Day, with additional activities planned in the weeks after;
on October 6, there are pro-abortion rights pickets at the
Supreme Court and federal courthouses around the coun-
try called by the National Organization for Women.

Members and supporters of the Socialist Workers
Party and Young Socialist Alliance are geared up for our
sales campaign. We hope others of our readers and sup-
porters will want to join in. If that includes you, check
the SWP branches and YSA chapters listed on page 16.
Or if you would like a bundle, of whatever size, of the
Militant and/or Perspectiva Mundial, write to: Circula-
tion Office, 410 West Street, New York, N.Y. 10014.

Two special four-page supplements on South Africa
are also available. One is published by the Militant, the
other by our Spanish-language sister publication, Per-
spectiva Mundial. The supplements can either be distri-
buted with current issues of the Militant and PM, or sold
and distributed separately.

A final, important point. As we launch our sales drive,
we are also beginning the campaign for our $125,000
Socialist Publication Fund. Our expanded circulation ef-
forts mean added expenditures. To bridge that financial
gap, we are dependent on our supporters. All contrib-
utions, large or small, are much welcomed.

Farrell Dobbs on
forging fighting
union movement

In the 1930s workers began to learn through strike
battles the importance of winning solidarity to effec-
tively take on the employers’ attacks. An invaluable
educational source on one chapter of those struggles is
contained in the four-volume Pathfinder Press series
on the Teamsters union by Farrell Dobbs.

Dobbs, a longtime central leader of the Socialist
Workers Party who died in 1983, was a leader of the
1934 Minneapolis Teamster strikes.

We are reprinting below excerpts from the “After-
word” in the last volume of that series, Teamster Bu-
reaucracy. ©Copyright 1977, Anchor Foundation,
Inc.; reprinted by permission of the publisher.

The workers will learn to generalize their needs, as a
class, and to address their demands on a political basis to
the capitalists, as a class. Political confrontation of that
kind — for example, the nationalization of a given indus-
try under workers’ control — will raise labor action as a
whole to a higher plane and at the same time impart new
vigor to the continuing trade union struggles. Increased
militancy within industry will serve, in turn, to reinforce
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activity in the political sphere. In that way interacting
processes will develop through which the workers will at-
tain greater class consciousness, more complete solidar-
ity, and, hence, mounting ability to outfight the bosses.

Before unity of the exploited masses can be attained,
however, still another of organized labor’s existing poli-
cies must be thoroughly reversed. The labor movement
must champion and give unqualified support to the de-
mands of the Blacks, Chicanos, Puerto Ricans, Indians,
and other oppressed national minorities, and of women
and youth.

As [Russian revolutionist] Leon Trotsky insisted in
discussions during the 1930s, the American workers
must learn to act politically and to think socially if they
are to attain the class consciousness and solidarity needed
to defeat the exploiters. This is the opposite of the narrow
class-collaborationist course pursued by the labor bu-
reaucracy and the privileged layers they reflect. Thus, as
a matter of principle, the trade union movement must use
its power to actively fight for such progressive demands
as affirmative action programs against racial and sexual
discrimination on the job, in the union, in hiring, hous-
ing, health care, and education; the right to abortion and
childcare; busing and bilingual, bicultural education; the
right to a free college education for all youth.

If unconditional backing of that kind is given, the labor
movement will be helping itself in a double sense. The
strengthening of anticapitalist struggles on other fronts
will make it harder for the employing class to concentrate
its fire on the trade unions. The greater the scope of mass
confrontations with the bosses’ government, the more ef-
fectively will labor be able to involve its natural allies in
the development of independent political action on a
massive scale. This was true in the 1930s and it is even
truer today, when women, oppressed nationalities, and
workers under twenty have become the majority of the
American work force and a substantial component of the
union movement.

In addition, the experience of the Vietnam War holds
an important lesson for the trade union movement. The
labor bureaucrats sided with the imperialist aggressors in
that conflict, against the welfare of people in the U.S.
and in violation of the rights of another nation. But many
in this country, who had the insight and courage to up-
hold the democratic principle of self-determination for
colonial peoples, opposed the assault on the Vietnamese.
Taking to the streets in vast protest demonstrations, they
organized one of the most powerful mass movements in
U.S. history. This domestic resistance made it politically
untenable for the U.S. capitalists to proceed at all hazards
with their attempt to conquer the people of Vietnam, who
defended themselves heroically and effectively. In the
end the imperialists were frustrated and defeated. The in-
tended victims established the right to manage their coun-
try’s affairs as they may choose. Here at home, all who
are fighting for their own democratic rights, for changes
in social and economic policies, acquired new struggle
momentum from the setback dealt to the U.S. im-
perialists abroad.

Organized labor can profit by following the example
set by the antiwar movement. If trade unionists aid the
victims of U.S. imperialism in other countries — and at
the same time back all progressive causes within the
United States — they will earn extensive support for their
own struggles. An anticapitalist united front can thus be
built, both nationally and internationally, and, as it grows
in strength, the relationship of class forces will be
changed to the decisive advantage of the workers and
their allies.




How free enterprise fights poverty in Tunica, Miss.

Commenting on the recent statistics that showed a
nine-tenths of one percent drop in the poverty rate in this
country, President Reagan said from his California ranch
that this was “further proof that the greatest enemy of
poverty is the free enterprise system.”

After reading that, I said let’s see how the free enter-
prise system fights poverty in the poorest county in the

BY ANY MEANS
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|Rashaad Ali

poorest state in the country. That’s Tunica County, Mis-
sissippi.

In Tunica the free enterprise system has not only had
both eyes blackened, nose broken, and teeth knocked
out, but this fighter of poverty is suffering brain damage
from too many lost bouts with poverty.

I first heard of Tunica at the July PUSH convention in
Memphis, Tennessee. The convention sent a bus and car
caravan 30 miles to Tunica, so we could see it up close.

What did we find out about Tunica?

Tunica County has 9,600 residents, including 1,300 in

the city of Tunica. The county is 75 percent Black and 25
percent white. The city is 75 percent white and 25 percent
Black. For whites, Tunica is a prosperous farming com-
munity.

Sugar Ditch is in Tunica. Sugar Ditch is a group of
shanty houses where about 200 people live, mostly
women and children. It is named for the five-foot-wide,
mile-long ditch that is used by the people there to dump
human wastes because most of the shacks do not have
bathrooms or running water.

These shacks are home for people., and rats and
roaches, and also snakes, which come in through the
cracks in the walls to get out of the sun.

A 35-year resident in one of the houses in Sugar Ditch
said that his house did not have running water for three
decades and “the owners have never put a nail to a board,
no repair, no nothing.”

These houses are located between a newly renovated
business district in downtown Tunica and homes that are

“worth $50,000 to $100,000.

There are 38 millionaires, mostly plantation owners, in
Tunica County. But the per capita income in the county is
about $4.000.

Some of the property in Sugar Ditch is owned by the
tax assessor and two members of the city council.

Residents pay between $25 and $85 a month to live
there and are charged for sewer services but never receive
them.

‘Racism hurts only us, the union’

BY MARI HAWKES

SAN DIEGO — *“Workers hired after June 1982 make
2 dollars less than workers hired before June 1982. Under
this, new hires will always make 2 dollars less, while
General Dynamics made a profit of 2 billion last year.
We say end the .02 labor grades.”

Translated into Laotian, Spanish, Vietnamese, and
Tagalog right on the shop floor, a leaflet denouncing the

UNION TALK

dual wage scale was put out by the union whose contract
expires September 22.

The success of this leaflet prompted the union to put
out more multilingual leaflets. So at our September union
meeting there were leaflets explaining the COLA (cost-
of-living-allowance), the need for automatic progression,
why new hires must participate (the company has been
hiring over 100 workers a month throughout the summer
months), and a leaflet explaining, “Racism hurts only us,
the union, and benefits the company,” in Laotian,
Spanish, Vietnamese, and Tagalog.

These leaflets are an example of the kind of solidarity
necessary to win a better contract in our local’s fight to
regain what was lost three years ago when a dual wage
scale was instituted by the company. This dual wage has
electronic assemblers starting as low as $3.70 an hour
with a maximum of $4.50 an hour.

The overwhelming majority of workers at General Dy-
namics Electronics (GDE) in San Diego are young,
female, Southeast Asian, Filipino, Mexican, Chicano,
and Black. Most of them have been hired after June 28 —
under the dual wage scale. Many are not U.S. citizens
and most have never been in a union before, let alone
been involved in a contract fight.

The company has been in the forefront in trying to di-
vide the union along racial lines. Certain up-grades are
never given to immigrant workers and certain “top-sec-
ret” departments bar immigrant workers for so-called se-
curity reasons. Supervisors belittle workers who don’t
speak perfect English. We are told the bathrooms are
dirty due to the backwardness of the work force when the
real reason is that the company doesn’t hire enough
janitors.

Under this kind of daily intimidation, an opinion has
surfaced to the effect that immigrant workers are too af-
raid to go on strike. But with the contract deadline ap-

Public schools are segregated. Most whites go to an
all-white private school. The public school has little or no
equipment.

When Blacks complain to their landlords about the
conditions of the houses that they live in, they are told “if
you don’t like it, get out.”

One Sugar Ditch tenant was told by her landlord that if
he put in running water and a sewage line her rent would
jump to $165 a month.

Reagan’s rejoicing over a tiny drop in the poverty rate
and insulting statements about fighting poverty will not
make the Sugar Ditches that exist in the country disap-
pear.

Tunica is but one of the extreme examples of what the
capitalist system produces. But it is only the tip of a very
large iceberg.

The ramshackle shacks of Sugar Ditch are an indict-
ment of every state and federal government since the
overthrow of Tunica County’s only Black government in
1876.

No state health-care agency, or federal one for that
matter, has visited Tunica to deal with these conditions.

No one from Washington has done anything to im-
prove the housing, schools, or job training.

What the impoverished people of Tunica need is con-
crete action by the federal government. But this will only
begin to happen when the Black rights organizations and
the labor movement actively take up their plight and de-
mand relief.

not the company

proaching and as more discussion takes place, this think-
ing can be combated. Leaflets explaining contract issues
in different languages are one way. Workers of all
nationalities wearing T-shirts that say “Make my day,
equal pay” every Friday also illustrates who supports the
union. It is becoming more clear to other workers that im-
migrant workers have even more reason to want to fight
for a better contract because of the same discrimination
that often bars them from higher-paying jobs outside of
GDE.

After a successful rally that kicked off negotiations and
was attended by over 500 people of all different
nationalities, one young white worker from the machine
shop said, “Some people say that the Southeast Asians
will never get involved and go out on strike, but at this
rally they were the ones that were there in force.”

This was also seen at the strike sanction vote. Out of
1,740 members of the union, 1,233 voted, or 72 percent.
Ninety-eight percent voted “yes” to sanction a strike. The
myth that immigrant workers do not want to get involved
and are too afraid to strike is becoming just that — a
myth.

Mari Hawkes is an electronics assembler at General Dy-
namics in San Diego and a member of IAM Local 1125.
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USP-Marion lockdown

For nearly two years we've
been on punitive lockdown at
USP-Marion for the slaying of two
guards in its control unit in Sep-
tember 1983.

Congress, under the leadership
of Congressman Robert Kasten-
meier, hasn’t been too receptive to
our pleas to reopen the prison and
permit us (prisoners) to testify be-
fore an independent committee
about the lockdown and how it’s
affected us, our family members
and friends who've tried to visit us
during this period. Suffice it to say
that it’s been extremely unpleasant
for everyone concerned.

Instead Congressman Kasten-
meier has only been responsive to
the Bureau of Prison administra-
tors and the people supporting the
lockdown, so much so that the re-
sponsibility for and cause of the
lockdown have all been shifted to
USP-Marion’s inmate population!

However, the archaic opera-
tional policies of the BOP and the
insensitivity of the people who en-
force them actually caused the
September 1983 lockdown and the
deaths which preceded it. But no
one will listen to us.

Perhaps some public spirited
people can write or call their re-
spective U.S. representative or
U.S. senator in support of our pos-
ition. Kindly refer to the June 26,

1985, Kastenmeier committee
hearing on the USP-Marion
lockdowns.
A prisoner

Marion, Hlinois

South Africa sanctions

I received my first issue of the
Militant. If there is anything I can
do to increase the circulation of
the Militant inside the prison
walls, let me know.

Racial segregation and political
repression are the basic compo-
nents of the apartheid political sys-
tem. Apartheid is an antipopular
form of government not only in
South Africa, but outside of its
frontier as well. It has to rely on its
military might in order to func-
tion.

The South African regime
thinks that by utilizing repressive
methods, it is going to solve the
antagonisms between an exploited
majority and an exploiter minor-
ity. The recent political events in
South Africa have shown that the
South African people won'’t toler-
ate apartheid for much longer.

The nations that really want to
help the South African people
must act in a common effort and
bring forward a set of sanctions
against the government of South
Africa.

Dario Lora
Dannemora, New York

Africana Books

If any Militant readers are look-
ing for the best of Africana books
on culture, education, economics,
law, religion, wildlife, travel,
trade, politics, etc. on an ex-
change basis, then please write for
my printed catalogue. Enclose two
International Postal Reply
coupons for speedy dispatch of the

catalogue via airmail.
F.R. Kandie

P.O. Box 45927
Nairobi, Kenya

Malcolm X

First and foremost, let me ex-
tend my gratitude toward the Mili-
tant and the esteemed comrades
who make the prisoners” subscrip-
tion fund possible.

Although there are many good
subjects covered by the Militant
each month, my attention was
drawn more so toward a July 12,
1985, article on Brother Malcolm
X.

Because 1 was only a youth at
the time of his assassination, cer-
tain truths were not known to me.
Your article has given me the op-
portunity to explore questions and
seek answers that would otherwise
not have come to mind.

A prisoner
San Quentin, California

Inspired by Militant

I am currently incarcerated in
the Texas Department of Correc-
tions, and my encounters with the
Militant newspaper have inspired
me with a growing interest be-
cause I'm aware that I'm a part of
the struggle also.

Unfortunately | am unable to fi-
nance a subscription to the Mili-
lant newspaper,

Your consideration concerning
this matter will be highly ap-
preciated.

A prisoner
Lovelady, Texas

AND HEI.P

BUY SOUTH AYRICAN
KRUGERRANDS

One of the best

I am writing to ask you if I can
receive your newspaper. Right
now [I'm currently incarcerated
and my financial situation looks
very bad at this time.

I must say your Militant news-
paper is one of the best papers that
I have seen or read in a long time.
You cover stories that other papers
wouldn’t even consider covering.
A prisoner
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania

Corrections

In last week’s Militant article on
the Socialist Workers Party con-
vention the number of women del-
egates was misstated. The major-
ity of the 70 delegates, or 37, were
women.

In a page one article on an At-
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lanta anti-apartheid demonstration
the last name of Bishop Desmond
Tutu of South Africa was incor-
rect.

The Militant special prisoner
fund makes it possible to send
reduced-rate subscriptions to
prisoners who can’t pay for
them. To help this important
cause, send your contribution
to: Militant Prisoner Subscrip-
tion Fund, 14 Charles Lane,
New York, N.Y. 10014.

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.
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"Hormel strikers win solidarit

Twin Cities unionists bring food to meatpackers

BY JEAN ARMBRUSTER
AND STEVE WATTENMAKER

AUSTIN, Minn. — Striking meatpack-
ers and townspeople here gave a thunder-
ous welcome to a car and truck caravan of
supporters from the Twin Cities September
1. A dozen carloads of trade unionists led
by a semi-trailer packed with donated food
had made the two-hour trip from St. Paul.

The meatpackers, members of United
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)
Local P-9, walked off their jobs August 17
at the George A. Hormel pork processing
plant in Austin.

Six miles outside of Austin the caravan
began passing P-9 strikers and their
families parked next to the road with big,.
hand-lettered placards welcoming the Twin
Cities supporters. On the outskirts of this
small town of 23,000 dominated by the
Hormel plant, 100 more cars led by a
dozen strikers on motorcycles swelled the
caravan.

Local residents in their yards or shop-
ping along the main street shouted greet-
ings and gave the caravan the thumbs-up
sign as it snaked through downtown Au-
stin. Many store windows sported “I sup-
port P-9” signs. Car horns blared continu-
ously, and passing motorists turned their
vehicles into the procession, stretching it
out to more than a mile.

P-9 members on picket duty raised their
fists and cheered as the caravan passed the
sprawling, modern Hormel plant sur-

. rounded by a high fence topped with
barbed wire.

Rally pledges solidarity

Hundreds of strikers and their families
had already gathered at a local baseball
stadium for a rally to welcome the convoy.

Tom Laney, president of United Auto
Workers Local 879 in St. Paul, told the
rally that “building friendship and solidar-
ity is a victory in itself.” He pledged his
local’s continuing support, promising the
cheering P-9 members “we will be with
you until the thing is won.”

Bud Shulte, a leader of the bitter strike
last year at [owa Pork Products in St. Paul,
got strong applause when he referred to the
South African miners who had gone out on
strike the night before.

“Phrases in the media keep haunting
me,” Shulte said. “They say about the P-9
strike that First Bank should not be a
target. They say that now is not the time for
a strike. And they say the same thing about
South Africa. But the South African miners
know who the target is. They know who
the enemy is. And they know now is the
time.”

Local P-9 has been conducting a “corpo-
rate campaign” against the Minneapolis-
based First Bank as one of Hormel's princi-
pal stockholders.

After the rally, P-9 President Jim
Guyette told the Militant that Hormel's
final offer to the union contained unaccept-
able wage and benefit proposals, attacked
the seniority system, and was aimed at
weakening health and safety provisions in
the contract.

Since the new Austin Hormel plant

- opened in 1982, Guyette said, the injury
rate in the plant has dramatically increased.
In 1984 the average injury rate for the
meatpacking industry as a whole was 33
per 100 workers. At the Austin plant, the
injury rate was 202 injuries per 100 work-
€ers.

Referring to the Hormel company’s Au-
gust 20 announcement of an 83 percent
profit increase, Guyette said, “There is a
tremendous price in human suffering being
paid for their increases.”

The September | caravan and rally in
Austin ended the first week of a major ef-
fort by P-9 to reach other Hormel workers
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in lowa and Nebraska with an appeal for
solidarity.

Austin workers spread message

A group of 300 to 400 P-9 strikers
passed out thousands of leaflets and met
with packinghouse workers in five cities
with plants owned by or linked to Hormel .-

Rank-and-file Hormel workers in Ot-
tumwa, lowa, housed and fed the P-9 strik-
ers and their families, donated $300 to the
P-9 strike fund and organized a solidarity
rally that drew 150 Hormel workers from
the Ottumwa plant, members of UFCW
Local 431.

In Fremont, Nebraska, hundreds of P-9
members lined both sides of the road lead-
ing into the Hormel plant there during shift
change. They held up placards reading
*1985 — Unions Unite,” and “Stop First
Bank Greed.” P-9 supporters in Fremont
hosted a solidarity cook-out and 75 Fre-
mont Hormel workers came to a meeting to
hear about the P-9 strike.

The P-9 road trip also reached Dubuque,
Towa, where the Austin workers leafleted
and met with workers at FDL Foods, which
has an agreement allowing Hormel to mar-

Argentina:

BY SONIA CANDAMIL
AND ANDREA GONZALEZ
BUENOS AIRES. Argentina — More
than 200,000 workers demonstrated here
August 29 against the government’s auster-
ity program and its plans to pay Argen-
tina’'s massive foreign debt. The govern-
ment’s economic plan is designed to make
working people carry the burden of paying
the debt. The result has been a drastic re-
duction in the standard of living of Argen-
tina's working class.

The demonstration culminated a one-day
general strike called by the General Con-

-federation of Workers (CGT), Argentina’s

central labor organization.

Despite the government’s warning of
possible reprisals against employees of
state-owned enterprises if they missed
work, and the CGT leadership’s own foot
dragging in building the action, the strike
and demonstration were successful.

Workers in basic industry overwhelm-
ingly answered the CGT’s call, paralyzing
production. The strike, however, only par-
tially closed down commercial activity.

The only speakers at the rally were Saiil
Ubaldini and Osvaldo Borda, the two co-
secretaries of the CGT. While neither of-
fered any concrete proposals for an alterna-
tive economic plan, both called on the
Argentine government to break all rela-
tions with the Internationa] Monetary Fund
(the international organization of im-
perialist bankers). They also demanded a
moratorium on the foreign debt.

When Ubaldini and Borda raised these
demands, the workers responded by sing-
ing a popular jingle in Argentina today:
“Olelé, Olald si el Fonde quiere plata, que
vaya a trabajar” (If the Fund wants
money, let it go and get a job).

Many trade union leaders here partici-
pated in the trade union conference on the
foreign debt crisis in Latin America and the
Caribbean this past July in Havana, Cuba.
They are beginning to build the October 23
continent-wide action demanding the can-
cellation of the debt that was called by that
conference.

During the demonstration there was a
moment of silence for those companeros
who have fallen in the struggle. The silence
ended with the chant “Ahora, ahora, re-
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Labor Day weekend rally in Austin, Minnesota.

ket its products.

Solid support for the P-9 strike is grow-
ing among unionists in Minnesota. P-9 rep-
resentatives plan to speak before local
unions across the state and are taking an
appeal for solidarity to the Minnesota AFL-
CIO convention at the end of September.

On September 3, P-9 received a $1.000
contribution after speaking to the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists local rep-
resenting mechanics at Republic Airlines.
Later the same day officials of the Graphic
Arts International Union in the Twin Cities
donated another $1.500 to the strike fund.

workers hit debt crisis

sulta indispensable, aparicion con vida vy
castigo a los culpables” (Release the dis-
appeared alive, punish the guilty).

This is the chant of the many human
rights organizations that have been de-
manding that the government of President
Raiil Alfonsin punish those responsible for
the over 30,000 people who were disap-
peared in Argentina during the eight years
of the military dictatorship.

The government is attempting to let the
leaders of the military junta off the hook
for their crimes. It has initiated a campaign
to try and disrupt this movement. The
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, an organiza-
tion of mothers whose children were disap-
peared, have been targeted in this govern-
ment program. In recent months, President
Alfonsin accused the mothers’ organiza-
tion of trying to destroy Argentina by con-
tinuing their campaign for justice.

Most recently, the big business press

here ran a story alleging that an accused
kidnapper claimed to have carried out these
crimes to raise money for the mothers’ or-
ganization. In the September issue of their
paper Madres de Plaza de Mayo. the
mothers charged the government’s intelli-
gence service (political police) with this
latest provocation. “This slander.” the
paper said, “and the government’s right-
ward shift means new and more serious at-
tacks against the human rights organiza-
tions."

The depth of the sentiment among the
Argentine people to punish all those re-
sponsible for the crimes under the dictator-
ship could be seen in the massive demon-
stration of tens of thousands here Sep-
tember 6. The action was called by various
human rights organizations to protest a
government proposal to grant amnesty to
these criminals and to demand that they be
punished to the maximum extent of the
law.

Miami: 3,000 protest Haiti’s dictator

BY HARVEY McARTHUR

MIAMI. Fla. — More than 3,000 Hai-
tians rallied at the Notre Dame d'Haiti
church in Miami’s Little Haiti August 4.
The rally was organized by the Haitian
Catholic Center and the Haitian Refugee
Center, Inc., to protest the murder of
Father Albert Desmet. Desmet was a Bel-
gian priest assassinated by agents of the
Duvalier dictatorship in Haiti on July 20.

The main speakers at the rally were
Father Jean Hostens and Father Yvon Pol-
lefeyt, two of three priests recently ex-
pelled from Haiti for speaking against the
dictatorship. They called for increased pro-
tests against the Duvalier regime. The rally
also condemned the August 3 police attack
upon a Haitian demonstration in New
York.

On August 23, Father Gerard Jean-
Juste, director of the Haitian Activities
Center, Inc., was the featured speaker at a
Haiti solidarity meeting sponsored by the
Latin American and Caribbean Solidarity
Association. The meeting was attended by
75 antiwar, anti-apartheid and Haitian ac-
tivists.

Jean-Juste

reviewed the situation in

Haiti, pointing to the recent increase in
protests there. The development of many
committees of youth that are protesting re-
pression and demanding social change is
especially encouraging, he said.

He described the plight of Haitians im-
prisoned by the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service. Some have been
locked up in the notorious Krome Deten-
tion Center near Miami for more than 20
months. Hundreds have been deported to
Haiti since the start of 1985.

“They go back to every corner of Haiti
with the message that the U.S. government
does not like Haitians: that the U.S. gov-
ernment mistreats Haitians,” Jean-Juste
said. “This helps people understand that
the U.S. government will go on supporting
Duvalier.™

Jean-Juste pointed to the struggle in
South Africa as an inspiration and hope for
the future. “A giant has awakened.” he
said, “and no one can put him back asleep
again.” He called on the activists present to
keep on fighting against apartheid and to
support the Nicaraguan revolution and the
fight for the liberation of Haiti.





