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U.S. gov't strengthens 
ties to South Africa 
BY GEORGE KAPLAN 

Chester Crocker, the Reagan administra­
tion's assistant secretary of state for Afri- · 
can affairs, arrived in South Africa January 
12 for a three-day visit. 

His side trip to Duduza, a Black town­
ship outside Johannesburg, was played up 
in the big-business media as a gesture of 
sympathy for the anti-apartheid struggle . 

That was window dressing. Crocker's 
mission was to reaffirm the U.S . govern­
ment's long-standing . alliance with the 
South African regime and refusal to break 
ties with it. He held a five-hour meeting 
with South Africa's foreign and defense 
ministers and delivered a letter from Presi­
dent Reagan to President Pieter Botha. 

He and U.S. ambassador to South Africa 
Herman Nickel made a point of being 
photographed laughing and smiling with 
President Botha and Foreign Minister 
Roelof Botha . 

The Crocker trip is part of the Reagan 
administration's stepped-up support to 
South African aggression against Angola 
and other countries in southern Africa. The 
U.S. government has recently publicized· 
its support for guerrillas seeking to topple 
the Angola government. These terrorists 
are primarily armed, trained, and financed 
by South Africa. South African military 
personnel fight alongside the antigovern­
ment forces . South Africa invaded Angola 
with 4,000 troops on December 2, the third 
invasion in eight months . 

No criticism of this invasion has been is­
sued by Crocker or any other administra­
tion official. Prior to arriving in Johannes­
burg, Crocker visited Angola to press for 
the removal of thousands of Cuban inter­
nationalist volunteers from the country. 

Since South Africa first massively in­
vaded Angola in 197.5, Cuban troops have 
provided a line of defense for this underde­
veloped Black nation against the threat of 
another all-out invasion by the strongest 
military power in Africa . 

Crocker also said nothing about the 
apartheid regime's blockade of Lesotho, an 
independent Black nation surrounded on 
all sides by South Africa. The Lesotho 
government has angered the Botha regime 
by giving refuge to opponents of apartheid 
and speaking out against the racist system. 

Crocker's gesture of visiting a Black 
township highlighted the escalating repres­
sion faced by anti-apartheid fighters . The 
U.S . diplomat had planned to visit Ampie 
Mayisa, a·Jeader of the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) in the township of Leandra. 

Continued on Page 15 

Massive opposition to apartheid exists in U.S. In recent tour, Bishop Desmond Tutu 
stressed importance of protests demanding U.S. government break all ties to apart­
heid regime. 

Defend abortion rights! 
January 22 marks the 13th anniversary 

of the legalization of abortion . 
This was the most important victory for 

women's freedom and equality won by the 
women's liberation movement. And it was 
a gain for all working people . 

That's why January 22 also marks 13 
years in the ongoing battle to defend that 

EDITORIAL 
right against relentless and ever-intensify­
ing efforts by the government, church 
hierarchy, and other foes o( women's 
equality to wrest this right from women. 

On March 9 in Washington, D .C. , and 
March 16 in Los Angeles, tens of 
thousands of people will take to the streets 
to stand up to the onslaught against abor­
tion rights. These demonstrations were in­
itiated by the National Organization for 
Women to demand that abortion be kept 
safe and legal. 

On Jan. 22, 1973, the Supreme Court is­
sued the historic decision in the case of Roe 
vs . Wade that recognized abortion as a 
woman's constitutional right. 

Thirteen years later, abortion remains 
legal, but the ability to exercise that right 
llas been severely restricted. Federal and 

.. most state funding for abortion has been 
cut off, deeply affecting the ability of 
working-class women to obtain abortions. 
This strikes hardest at Black women, 
Latinas, and other victims of racist dis­
crimination. 

The right of young women to obtain 
abortions without the consent of their par­
ents is also under fire. 

The Reagan Administration now openly 
seeks the overturn of the Roe vs. Wade de­
cision. This would once again make abor­
tion a crime . 

Hor01el uses scabs to reopen 
struck plant in Minnesota 

Emboldened by government attacks, 
right wingers have bombed and burned 
abortion clinics, while reactionary mobs 
harass women entering clinics . Propaganda 
from the White House, Congress, and the 
pulpits pounds away on the theme that 
abortion is murder. 

Few Supreme Court decisions in history 
have ever generated as much heat as Roe 

Continued on Page 18 

BY BILL ARTH 
AUSTIN, Minn . - George A. Hormel 

Co. reopened its Austin plant on January 
13 in an effort to break the strike by I ,500 
members of United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local P-9. 

Only a handful of scabs crossed the pick­
et lines, which are limited to three pickets 
per gate by a court order. Hundreds of P-9 
members and supporters watched from 
across the street. 

The day before, 2,000 strikers and sup­
pm1ers attended a rally in the Austin High 
School auditorium . . 

Prior to opening the plant, Hormel sent a 
letter to P-9 members threatening to hire 
permanent replacements for those who 
didn't return to work. It urged those who 
wanted to scab to "separate and return the 
enclosed form to the company in a self-ad-

dressed envelope that is enclosed for your 
convenience . .. and report for work at the 
plant on January 13, 1986." 

The letter explained how to resign from 
the union in order to avoid fines that the 
union might impose on members who 
crossed the picket line. Over the past 
weekend, seven people resigned from the 
union. According to union members who 
watched the plant, this is about the same 
number that returned to work January 13. 

On January II negotiators for Local P-9 
and Hormel met face to face for the first 
time since the strike began August 17, 
1985. Company negotiators broke off the 
talks at the end of the day without making a 
new offer. 

The company's decision to reopen the 
plant with scab ·labor led Minnesota Gov . 

Continued on Page 15 

Washington 
steps.up 
pressure on 
Nicaragua 
BY FRED FELDMAN 

More than 1,400 Nicaraguans were 
killed in 1985 by counterrevolutionary 
bands armed and organized by the U.S. 
government, Nicaraguan Defense Minister 
Humberto Ortega reported December 30. 

If the same percentage of the U.S. popu­
lation of 225 million died in a year of war, 
the toll would be more than 100,000. 

When casualties among the CIA-spon­
sored counterrevolutionaries - known as 
contras in Spanish - are taken into ac­
count, Ortega said, Washington's war 

Speech by Nicaraguan leader, p. 9 

against Nicaragua's Sandinista government 
has taken 15,000 lives since 1980. 

In five years of fighting, the contra 
gangs have been unable to take and hold 
any Nicaraguan territory . 

As the casualty figures show, however, 
massive supplies and weapons from Wash­
ington have made it possible for them to 
continue waging a very costly war against 
Nicaragua from bases in Honduras and 
Costa Rica . 

Edgar Chamorro described their murder­
ous activities in a letter published in the 
January 9 New York Times . Chamorro is a 
former member of the directorate of the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN), the 
main contra outfit. He quit, he said, "rather 
than continue as a Central Intelligence 
Agency puppet." 

He pointed out that 46 out of 48 posi­
tions in the FDN military command were 
held by former members of the National 
Guard. The brutal National Guard was the 
army of the hated, corrupt Somoza dynasty 
that was ousted by the 1979 revolution. 

"During my four years as a contra direc­
tor, it was premeditated policy to terrorize 
civilian noncombatants to prevent them 
from cooperating with the government. 
Hundreds of civilian murders, mutilations, 
tortures, and rapes were committed in pur­
suit of this policy, of which the contra lead­
ers and their CIA superiors were well 
aware." 

These terrorists, he said, "bum down 
schools, homes, and health centers." 

Despite contra claims that they are no 
.longer torturing and murdering, Chamorro 
writes , "no serious effort to stop them has 
been made because terror is the most effec­
tive weapon of the contras." 

"The contras were, and are, a proxy 
army controlled by the U.S. government," 
Chamorro declared. 

"If U.S. support were terminated, they 
would not only be incapable of conducting 
any military activities against the Sandinis­
tas, but would also immediately begin to 
disintegrate." 

Now the U.S. government is discussing 
measures to further bleed and isolate Nica­
ragua. 

In an interview in the January 3 New 
York Times, Assistant Secretary of State 
Elliott Abrams said the Reagan administra­
tion is considering asking Congress for 
open military aid to the contras in addition 
to the $27 million in "nonmilitary" aid ap­
proved by Congress last June. · 

Abrams estimated that congressional 
opinion was moving "in the direction of the 
administration" on this . 

In seeking to rally more congressional 
support, Abrams warned that there were 
only two alternatives if Washington's con-

Continued on Page 13 



Striking Detroit . auto wOrkers· read 'Militant' 
BY KIBWE DIARRA 

DETROIT - This past fall, 
socialist workers in Detroit were 
faced with an exciting challenge 
-how to reach out with the Mili­
tant to the nearly 40,000 auto 
workers in the area who were 

is needed to stop the auto com­
panies' attacks on · the union. 
These discussions with strikers on 
picket lines across the city were 
invaluable in helping socialists 
gain a fuller picture of the strike. 

Leading up to the strike, Mili-

SELLING OUR PRESS 
AT THE PLANT GATE 
forced out on strike by Chrysler. 

The Chrysler workers struck 
October 19, joining nearly 2,000 
other members of the United Auto 

· Workers (UA W) who had struck 
General Dynamics the previous 
month. 

Detroit socialists immediately 
organized Militant sales teams to 
visit Chrysler picket lines as often 
as possible. 

tant supporters at Chrysler's Sterl­
ing Heights Assembly plant sold 
15 single copies and 10 subscrip­
tions to the paper to other workers. 
One worker at the plant was so 
pleased with the Militant's cover­
age of the strike that he took five 
copies and sold them to coworkers 
there. 

Even as socialist workers here 
were organizing to visit Chrysler 
picket lines, they also organized 
teams to continue sales to mem­
bers of UAW Local 1200 striking 
against General Dynamics. 

ers. In the course of the eight­
week strike, 22 subscriptions were 
sold to General Dynamics work­
ers. 

Many of these strikers were able 
to follow from week to week the 
Militant's coverage of their strug­
gle. From the Militant they got the 
straight facts, accurate reflections 
of discussions among workers at 
different plants, and analysis of 
the strike in relation to the labor 
movement as a whole. At the same 
time, they learned about the un­
folding revolution to end the apart­
heid regime in South Africa; the 
U.S.-sponsored war against Nica­
ragua; and battles by workers, 
farmers, Blacks, Latinos , and 
women taking place in the United 
States. 

Sales of the Militant were also 
organized at union meetings and 
solidarity rallies sponsored by 
Local 1200. At the union meeting 
to ratify the strike, for example, 
more than 30 copies of the paper 
were sold. 
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The number of papers sold to 
these workers in the two weeks of 
the strike were modest - about 70 
copies. But the sales teams were 
able to have important discussions 
on the stakes in the strike and what 

Militant supporters here . took 
full advantage of the paper's spe­
cial $1 subscription rate for strik-

We learned that the more fre­
quently sales teams visited picket 
lines the easier it was to sell the 
Militant. 

In course of eight-week strike by auto workers against General Dy­
namics, 22 strikers in Detroit subscribed to Militant. 

New Bedford fishermen stop owners' strikebreaking 
BY JOHN STUDER 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass., Jan. 11 
Just as the Militant reporting team began 
talking to striking fishermen on the picket 
line today, the call went out: "To the Ice 
House! To the Ice House!" Some of the 
600 fishermen in this major New England 
seaport who have been forced on strike 
went running by. 

The strikers had heard at the union hall 
that a boat captain was attempting to break 
the strike and head out to sea. 

The fishermen are striking against the 
Seafood Producers' Association and other 
boat owners. They are organized by the 
Seafarers' 1nte'mational Union, which rep­
resents more than half of the thousand 
fishermen here. 

Fishermen who had been walking the 
picket line in front of the piers sped to the 
Ice House, where fishing boats load their 
hold with ice before sailing in order to keep 
their catch chilled until they return to port . 
The fishing boat Niagara Falls was tied up 
there, with an ice hose stuck in its hold. 
The fishermen threw up a picket line, car­
rying signs reading, "This fishing vessel is 
.doing fishing for an employer where crew 
members represented by us are on strike." 

Two cop cars and a TV reporting crew 
from Channel 12 in Providence, Rhode Is­
land, rapidly appeared. The reporter kept 
asking, "Where's the violence? Where's 
the violence?" 

The fishermen were able to convince the 
two crew members already on the boat to 
honor the picket line, and they left. The 
strikers appealed to them in Portuguese, 

the first language of roughly two-thirds of 
the fishermen. After a tense half-hour, the 
Ice House crew, members of the Teamsters 
union, pulled the ice hose out of the boat, 
and the Niagara Falls skipper was forced 
to leave - without ice or crew. 

This was one victory in what is becom­
ing an increasingly bitter fight. The fisher­
men are battling a concerted takeaway of­
fensive from the boat owners. 

The owners of the 253 fishing and scal­
lop boats are demanding a re-division of 
the income on each fishing trip. Currently, 
fishermen get 58 percent of the catch and 
scallopers 65 percent. The boat owners are 
demanding a 50-50 split. 

Since fishermen have to pay for food, 
ice, and fuel off the top, a bad catch on a 
typical 10-day trip can bring in virtually no 
income. The increase in the share of the 
catch now demanded by the owners would 
make it almost impossible for most fisher­
men to make a living wage . . 

In addition, the government classifies 
fishermen as independent contractors, not 
wage workers . That means they are not 
covered by unemployment compensation 
when they can't find work. They also have 
to keep their own income records. 

The strikers are wary of the big-business 
media. Joseph Piva, port agent for the Sea­
farers', said, "Outtoide of the Militant , 
which ran a good article, the press cover­
age of our strike hasn't been very good." 

The press has attempted to falsify the 
· facts about life for fishermen and mis­
construe the demands of the union. Many 
strikers explained that local reporters never 

ask them about the issues in the strike, but 
are only interested in searching for acts of 
"violence" against boat owners. 

The fishermen explained the rigors of 
life on the sea, with their income based not 
on how hard you work but on the size of the 
catch - after the owner skims off the 
lion's share. 

Strikers told a member of the Militant re­
porting team who is fluent in Portuguese 
that things have been getting tougher. Be­
cause the average catch size has been de­
clining, they have been getting less and 
less. Sometimes their net income is noth­
ing. 

Since the strike began December 27 , the 
fishermen have been successful in prevent­
ing any fish from being sold through the 
Fish Auction House, where fish processors 
gather to bid on the boats' catch. But over 
the last week, an estimated 30 nonunion 
boats have either eluded pickets or left port 
under police escort. If these boats attempt 
to return to the port of New Bedford, the 
fishermen are determined to stop them 
from auctioning off their catch. 

The Massachusetts AFL-CIO and the 
Greater New Bedford and Cape Cod Labor 
Council have both pledged their support· to 
the Seafarers'. Jack Caffey, Seafarers' In- · 
ternational Union vice-president, and Ar­
thur Osborn, president of the Mas­
sachusetts AFL-CIO, have announced they 
are planning to hold a big demonstration 
with unionists from across the state coming 
to New Bedford to show solidarity with the 
embattled fishermen . 

I 
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Members of Seafarers' International 
Union on picket line. Demands by boat 
owners for bigger share of income from 
each fishing trip would make it impossi­
ble for most fishermen to make living 
wage. 
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Philippine campaign 
·reflects depth of 
opposition to Marcos 
BY HARRY RING 

Ferdinand Marcos, strong-arm president 
of the Philippines, is running scared in his 
bid for reelection . His rival, capitalist op­
position leader Corazon Aquino, is draw­
ing impressively big crowds at campaign 
appearances. So far , Marcos' main re­
sponse has been to hurl the charge of "com­
munism" at her . He has also hinted he may 
do what many Filipinos anticipate - can­
cel the elections. 

Aquino is the widow of Benigno 
Aquino, a Marcos opponent whose 1983 
assassination evoked deep rage throughout 
the Philippines. 

Campaigning in areas regarded as Mar­
cos strongholds , she has drawn crowds of 
up to 10,000. And a 10-mile motorcade 
brought out an estimated 200,000 
Filipinos . 

Such an outpouring is testimony to the 
depth of anti-Marcos sentiment. Aquino, a 
member of one of the biggest landowning 
families in the Philippines, is trying to cap­
ture that sentiment with campaign prom­
ises limited to ending Marcos' dictatorial 
rule and instituting liberal reforms. 

Initially, she had declared she would ac­
cept Communists into her government if 
they renounced "violence" - that is, any 
perspective of a fundamental social over­
turn . 

Responding to Marcos' red-baiting 
charge that she was involved with com­
munists, Aquino told a January 6 meeting 
of business managers , " I would like to as­
sure eyerybody here that I will not appoint 
a Communist to my cabinet." 

Aquino has also worked to tap. the deep-

going sentiment against U.S. domination 
of the country . But her campaign coalition 
has pledged to respect the treaty covering 
U.S. bases in the Philippines until it ex­
pires in 1991 . After that , the coalition am­
biguously declared , "We shall keep all our 
options open ." 

Aquino has said that , if elected , she will 
renegotiate the country's foreign debts 
which , she said, benefit "only a favored 
few ." 

Nearly half of all Philippine exports go 
just to pay the interest on the debt. 

Meanwhile, significant political forces 
in the country have taken the position that 
they will boycott the February 7 elections . 

The Communist Party of the Philippines 
has called on members and supporters not 
to vote , declaring the Aquino ticket does 
not offer a meaningful alternative to Mar­
cos. 

The party is the leading force in the in­
surgent New People 's Army . 

Also calling for a boycott is the anti­
Marcos National Alliance for Justice , Free­
dom and Democracy. 

Bayan, a broader coalition embracing 
the National Alliance, also declared a 
boycott , while indicating it would reverse 
its stand in the unlikely event that Aquino 
declared for the dismantling of U .S. bases . 

The boycott position taken by these 
forces suggests the depth of the social crisis 
in the Philippines and the search for basic 
solutions. 

The foreign debt of $26 billion is a 
measure of the imperialist exploitation . 
And there is the additional take by the 

Police at work in Philippines. Marcos regime enforces economic exploitation with 
jailings, murder, torture. Government repression has sharply escalated in last two 
years. 

Filipino landlords and capitalists . 
Raymond Bonner, a former New York 

Times correspondent in Central America , 
is now in the Philippines. In a January 11 
op-ed piece for that paper, he describes 
some of the "grotesque inequalities be­
tween rich and poor." 

He tells of women in a Manila sneaker 
factory earning $2 .50 a day. And young 
girls and old women toiling in the sugar 
fields for a dollar a day. 

Sugar workers, he reports, are demand­
ing redistribution of the land so they can 
raise subsistence crops to escape total de­
pendence on greedy plantation operators. 

Such fierce economic exploitation de­
mands a repressive regime, and Marcos 
surely provides that. 

One recent report on the scope of the re-

pression was provided by the U.S. 
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights. Is­
sued last month, the report confirms 
Filipino charges that government repres­
sion has escalated sharply in the past two 
years. 

Marcos has utilized powers of decree 
granted him to jail anyone who, "in his 
judgment," is a threat to public safety. 
Those so detained can be held up to a year. 
Their number has not been reported . 

There are some 600 political prisoners 
who have been charged, many simply with 
being "subversive." And in the first 10 

·months of 1985, 600 people "disap­
peared." 

According to the Lawyers Committee, 
many of the prisoners were subjected to 
torture, including electric shock, choking, 
suffocating, rape, mutilation, burning, and 
submersion in water. 

Pathfinder Nicaragua book acclaimed 
Many targeted by the regime don't make 

it to jaiL Sister Christine Tan, a Catholic 
nun, described the activities of the military 
in the dark alleys of Manila. "They just 
don't like your face, or they think you are a 
communist ," she said, "so they kill you." 

BYS.ONJA FRANETA 
"The more I read Nicaragua: The San­

dinista People's Revolution the more I un­
derstood what our past and present govern­
ments are all about in terms of imperialism 
toward Central America . This book holds 
the voices of all those who fought oppres­
sion and overthrew it. 

"If your favorite bookstore hasn't got 
Nicaragua : The Sandinista People's Revo­
lution, get it straight from Pathfinder Press. 
Check out the truths of these speeches. 
Then make up your own minds. Punto!" 

These are the words of Piri Thomas , 
Puerto Rican poet , playwright, and author 
of best-seller Down These Mean Streets . 
His review of Pathfinder's Nicaragua: The 
Sandinista People's Revolution appeared 
on Nov. 16, 1985, in the Amsterdam News, 
the most widely read Black newspaper in 
New York. 

Nicaragua: The Sandinista People's 
Revolution, a collection of speeches and in­
terviews by Sandinista leaders published 
by Pathfinder in Apri I 1985, continues to 
attract interest in the United States and 
abroad. 

While preparing a recent brochure on 
Latin American titles, Pathfinder Press 
sought comments from political and schol­
arly figures to help promote Nicaragua: 
The Sandinista People's Revolution . Mes­
sages expressing respect and enthusiasm 
arrived from many prominent individuals, 
including Rep. Ronald Dellums of Califor­
nia; Mayor Bernard Sanders of Burlington, 
Vermont; Nicaraguan Minister of Culture 
Ernesto Cardenal ; British Member of Par­
liament Tony Benn; authors Sheryl Hir­
shon (And Also Teach Them to Read) and 
Joseph Collins (What Difference Could a 
Revolution Make?); and poets Dennis 
Brutus and Sonia Sanchez . 

Labor leader Bernard Dinkin of the 
Philadelphia Amalgamated Clothing and 
Textile Workers Union Joint Board com­
mented: " I sincerely feel that this publica­
tion will aid its readers in understanding 
the aspirations of the Nicaraguan people 
for peace and social justice . This book will 
enhance the arsenal of the nonintervention 
network which opposes our government's 
policies in Central America. 

"The people 's revolution in Nicaragua 
and the freedom it has afforded trade 
unionists in its country is an inspiration to 
all working people in Central America. My 
wish is that this same freedom be extended 
to all the trade unionists of the Americas ." 

Richard Falk, professor at the Center of 
International Studies at Princeton, strongly 
endorsed the book . "This is an outstanding 
collection of statements by Sandinista lead­
ers to their people . It gives a far more accu­
rate sense of the special character of the 
Nicaraguan revolution than the numerous 
interpretive studies that have been pub­
lished . Reading through this one makes it 
clear that the Reagan administration's ef­
fort to destroy the S<ltldinistas is one of the 
worst crimes against humanity ever com­
mitted in this hemisphere ." 

Author Sheryl Hirshon commented: 
"These carefully selected speeches of Nic­
aragua 's leaders illustrate the development 
of the Sandinista revolution from 1982-84; 
taken together, they give an overview of 
the dreams and difficulties that this small 
country faces in its audacious experi­
ment. . . . I think that Nicaragua : The San­
dinista People's Revolution provides a 
quick detour behind Reagan's curtain of 
misinformation to glimpse the revolution 
that continues to mobilize a whole people 
toward a vision of a just society, in the face 
of every conc~ivable difficulty." 

Besides the article in the Amsterdam 
News by Piri Thomas, Nicaragua : The 
Sandinista People's Revolution received 
favorable mention in Albert Cassorla's 
Philadelphia Inquirer review of Fire from 
the Mountain by Omar Cabezas, as well as 
positive reviews in two Catholic publica­
tions , the National Catholic Reporter and 
America. 

The Democratic Journalist, a journal of 
the Internationai Organization of Jour­
nalists based in Prague , Czechoslovakia, 
printed a review of the Pathfinder book in 
its September 1985 issue. The magazine is 
published in English, French , Spanish, and 
Russian and is distributed to thousands of 
journalists throughout the world. 

Nicaragua: The Sandinista People's 

Revolution was reviewed in Barricada ln­
ternacional , in Sinn Fein's An Phoblachtl 
Republican News , in Communist Party 
newspapers Morning Star in Britain and 
Tribune in Australia, and in the U.S. Guar­
dian. 

Kevin Curry in An Phoblacht/Republi­
can News reminds us of the necessity to 
continue publicizing and distributing this 
important document of a revolution under 
attack: "The central problem for Nicaragua 
lies in the existence of hostile forces on its 
borders. This means , at the very minimum, 
that defense needs are soaking up an enor­
mous share of resources that would other­
wise be available for economic and social 
projects . 

"Above all, the volume shows that the 
task of consolidating a revolution is as im­
portant as its initial triumph." 

It is that boot on their neck, coupled with 
the economic misery, that is driving the 
Filipino people in a revolutionary direc­
tion. 

On the basis of what he's seen there, 
Bonner writes: 

"The Philippines seem-to be hurtling to­
ward a full-scale civil war. It won't be av­
erted by an election, no matter how free 
and fair. Not even if Marcos loses." 

That's why Reagan dispatched a per­
sonal emissary to Manila last fall to urge 
Marcos to clean up his act . . The U.S. rulers 
understand full well that a successful popu­
lar uprising will spell the end of nearly a 
century of U.S. imperialist domination of 
the Philippines. Like the Filipino 
capitalists and landlords, Washington is 
hoping that the present elections will help 
stave off that inescapable showdown. 

Oil union okays AMOCO pact; 
will set pattern for industry 
BY PAT NIXON 

LOS ANGELES- The Oil, Chemical 
and Atomic Workers International union 
(OCA W) approved a contract proposal by 
AMOCO that union officials expect will 
set a bargaining pattern for the oil industry . 
The union's National Oil Bargaining Pol­
icy Committee voted for it on January 13. 

The agreement falls short of the union's 
bargaining program, which demanded a 
"substantial wage increase" in both years 
of contracts that cover 46,500 workers . 

According to Gerald Archuleta , OCA W 
publicity director, the agreement with 
AMOCO provides no wage increase in the 
first year, a ratification bonus of $1,000, 
and a 2 percent wage increase in the second 
year. Union officials argued that the de­
cline in real wages caused by inflation and 
rising taxes, as well as the dangers of 
working in a refinery, warranted higher 
pay . 

Archuleta said that at least nine oil work-

ers were killed in December 1985 alone. 
The AMOCO agreement also provides 

for a small increase in company contrib­
utions toward employee medical plan pre­
miums . 

The company ruled out the union's pro­
posals for contract language improving 
layoff protection. OCA W President Joseph 
Misbrener said, "We are extremely disap­
pointed that the oil industry did not address 
the human issue of layoffs and plant clos­
ings ." More than 100 refineries have been 
shut down in the past few years. 

Some oil companies have demanded 
drastically lower wages for trainees, whose 
pay at most refineries progresses to full 
scale in three years . Archuleta told the Mil­
itant that the union intended to "resist the 
companies' effort to impose a two-tier 
wage structure" because it is "contrary to 
our principle of equal pay for equal work. " 

Union negotiators will also be bargain­
ing over many local issues. Archuleta said 
he did not rule out strikes over such issues. 
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Abortion debate in Nicaragua sparks
discussion of women's liberation 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- The debate 
over whether to legalize abortion in Nicant­
gua has sparked a wide-ranging discussion 
here, touching on some of the most funda­
mental questions of women's liberation. 

Nicaragua's current law makes it a crime 
to have or perform an abortion . The only 
exception is a "therapeutic" abortion, in 
which the woman must obtain the approval 
of a three-doctor ethics committee and the 
permission of her spou-se or parent. Few 
women succeed in getting hospital ap­
proval for a legal abortion . Those with 
money go to private clinics where the oper­
ation is performed illegally. Most working­
class women are driven to back-alley abor­
tionists. 

In November 1985, Barricada, the 
newspaper of the Sandinista National Lib­
eration Front (FSLN), initiated a public de­
bate over this law . It ran a series of reports 
on the hundreds of women dying each year 
from illegal, botched abortions. Barricada 
then featured a series of interviews and col­
umns, the majority of them supporting 
legal abortion . Several of the articles have 
stated that abortion is a fundamental right 
of women to control their own bodies . 

The country's two other dailies, El 
Nuevo Diario and La Prensa, have re­
sponded with opinion columns of their own 
on the subject. There is a lively exchange 
of views taking place in workplaces, rural 
areas, and schools. 

birth control, which is legal in Nicaragua. 

'La Prensa' 
The archdiocese's statement was printed 

on the editorial page of La Prensa. This is 
the paper of the Nicaraguan capitalist class. 
It is often referred to as "the newspaper of 
the U.S. embassy" because it so nakedly 
promotes the political line of the U.S. gov-
ernment. · 

La Prensa has run a series of columns 
bolstering the "abortion is murder" theme. 
Some have been pseudo-scientific pieces 
by doctors claiming that abortion is wrong 
because the fetus is a human being. Others 
simply state outright that women are -
and should be - baby-making machines. 
"The primordial mission of the woman is 
the propagation of the species," wrote one 
columnist. 

La Prensa also reported on an antiabor-
tion forum held in December by the Social 
Christian Party (PSC). It was a panel of 
medical and I~gal "experts" trying to prove 
that abortion is murder. 

The PSC is the most vocal capitalist 
party in Nicaragua that is outside the Na­
tional Assembly. It lost i.ts status as a regis­
tered party in 1984 when it joined the CIA­
orchestrated boycott of the elections by far­
right parties. Recently , however, the 
PSC's status as a registered, legal party has 
been restored, and it has been speaking out 
on a variety of political issues. 

'EI Nuevo Diario' 
El Nuevo Diario has also run a few col­

umns on the abortion debate. El Nuevo 
Diario was established here after the 1979 
revolution by staff members of La Prensa 
who disagreed with that paper's counter­
revolutionary line. A variety of political 

Militant/Arnold Weissberg 
Winning right to control their own bodies is key to working women's full participa­
tion in society. 

viewpoints appear in El Nuevo Diario on 
both domestic and international questions. 

One column in the paper that flatly op­
posed legalization of abortion drew an in­
dignant response from several women 
readers. Written by Gaspar Calderon, it ar­
gued that , since abortion is legal in several 
imperialist countries, Sandinistas should 
not legalize it , because the revolution' s 

policies must be "new" and "original." The 
idea that it is the right of women to control 
their own bodies comes from the capitalist 
world , Calderon said, along with other 
"extreme feminisms ." 

"If we establish in Nicaragua an abortion 
law like those in countries that are 'ad­
vanced and progressive' - and also 
bourgeois 31nd oppressive - then there's 

Many different opinions are being ex­
pressed . The Catholic church hierarchy, 
one of the principal voices of the counter­
revolution here, has come out sharply 
against legalization of abortion. But among 
supporters of the revolution there are also 
conflicting views on abortions. Members 
of the Nicaraguan Women's Association , 
other mass organizations, and the FSLN 
are debating the issue. They are discussing 
both whether abortion should be legal and 
what is the best way to conduct the discus­
sion. 

Police chief backs legalization· 
The debate has brought to the fore the 

important place of women's emancipation 
in the Nicaraguan revolution. When Nica­
raguan workers and peasants overthrew the 
Anastasio Somoza tyranny here in 1979, 
they established their own government, led 
by the FSLN. Among the fi rst steps made 
by the new go't,ernment was adopting 
measures to guarantee women's equality 
under the law and begin to open up social, 
economic, and political opportunities to 
them. Somoza's antiabortion law was not 
changed, however. 

As working women have come more to 
the fore in the revolution - taking on an 
increasingly bigger role in production and 
defense due to the U.S. -sponsored war 
here - they have become more outspoken 
about the obstacles still holding them back 
from full participation in society. Winning 
the right to control their own bodies has be­
come a central question , especially in light 
of the high death rate from illegal abor­
tions. 

How is the abortion discussion unfold­
ing? What are the arguments - pro and 
con - being raised? 

Catholic church hierarchy 
The Catholic archdiocese's family com­

mission reteased a statement in early De­
cember, shortly after the initial Barricada 
articles appeared. Titled "Thou shalt not 
kill ," the statement sought to turn women 
who have abortions - and are the victims 
of the current law - into criminals . It ac~ 
cused them of being murderers, arguing 
that the fetus is a human being . 

"The Catholic church opposes attacks on 
life in any form," said the statement, 
"whether these are called abortion, · suicide , 
homicide , or euthanasia. 

"No one can accept the taking of a life by 
anyone . . .. God alone is the origin and 
sole master of life. 

"The life of a child , from conception , is 
inviolable. The mother has no rights over 
it." 

"The abortion plague," as the statement 
called it , begins with letting women use 
contraceptives. In addition to combating 
legal abortion, the archdiocese said it 
would also wage "a firm battle" against 

. BY CINDY JAQUITH 
MANAGUA , Nicaragua- "I am for 

abortion - not just as a woman, but also as 
a police officer," Commander Doris 
Tijerino declared here in December. She is 
Nicaragua's national police chief and a 
longtime leader of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (FSLN) . 

Entering the debate here over whether to 
repeal the country's antiabortion Jaw, 
Tijerina spoke out in defense of abortion as 
a woman's right. She also called for a na­
tional education campaign to involve the 
masses of Nicaraguan women in this dis­
cussion. 

Tijerina made her remarks in an inter­
view printed in the Dec. 9, 1985, Bar­
ricada, daily newspaper of the FSLN. 

The interview followed a series of arti­
cles in Barricada exposing the fact that 
large numbers of Nicaraguan women are 
dying from botched, illegal abortions or 
suffering permanent physical injury. Bar­
ricada has also run other interviews, 
primarily with medical personnel, reflect­
ing a range of opinions about whether -
and how - the antiabortion law should be 
changed. 

The present Jaw dates back to the time of 
the capitalist government headed by Anas­
tasio Somoza. Under it, all abortions ex­
cept those deemed "therapeutic" are il­
legal, with prison sentences indicated both 
for the woman and the abortionist. To ob­
tain a legal, "therapeutic" abortion, a 
woman must have the approval of a three­
doctor committee and the permission of her 
spouse or parent. 

"The current Jaw restricts the civil rights 
of the woman by denying her the right to 
freely determine maternity," Tijerino said. 

The exorbitant cost of a safe, illegal 
abortion in a private cl inic means that most 
women have to go to butcher abortionists, 
she explained. It 's difficult for a woman to 
undergo a back-alley abortion "without 
consequences for her health because of the 
unsanitary conditions in which the abor­
tions are done and the techniques em­
ployed ." 

Tijerino said that ''as a woman, I think 
the law making abortion a crime ought to 
be changed . But in order to arrive at new 
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legislation, a broad educational campaign 
on this question must be carried out first ." 

Noting that most of those expressing 
opinions publicly on abortion, so far, have 
been doctors or other professionals, 
Tijerino said, "It' s worth the effort - at 
the right time and in the right way - to 
sound out the opinions of the masses of 
women ." 

"There should be a campaign to get 
women to reject the prejudices and accept 
legalization," she said. She called on the 
Nicaraguan Women's A&sociation 
(AMNLAE) to "initiate a study of the law 
penalizing abortion" and put forward a pro­
posal for a new abortion law "that supports 
the right of the woman to decide her own 
life." 

The Sandinista leader also commented 
on other policies and laws restnctmg 
women's abilities to control their own 
bodies. 

She said the Ministry of Education's 
school curriculum "ought to be revised be­
cause, as everyone knows, it does not in­
clude sex education." This results in a 
greater number of unplanned pregnancies 
among teenage women, she pointed out. 

She suggested that sex education begin 
in the secondary. schools, "or maybe even 
in the last years of primary school . Perhaps 
this will turn out to be more important than 
legalizing abortion because it will avoid the 
necessity of resorting to abortion as a solu­
tion." 

Tijerino also said that the Ministry of 
Health should revise its birth control poli­
cies to make contraceptives cheaper and 
more readily available to women. 

She criticized regulations governing 
women's access to voluntary sterilization , 
such as the requirement that the woman 
have her husband 's permission. "It 's ab­
surd that a woman who's having her third 
Cesarean section has to bring in a permis­
sion slip from her husband [to get 
sterilizedJ . This is discriminatory and 
harmful to the woman as a human being," 
she argued. 

Tijerino also took up the question of how 
Nicaragua's police deal with illegal abor­
tions. "Some say, in an accusing tone, that 
the police are cracking down on abortion, 
while others ask why the police don' t do 
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Commander Doris Tijerino, Sandinista 
leader and national chief of .,Oiice, sup­
ports legal abortion as a woman's basic 
civil right. 

anything," she noted. 
There have been reports of police trying 

to arrest women for illegal abortions. 
Tijerina, however, told Barricada that th~ 
police are not enforcing the antiabortion 
law, because.it is obsolete . When a woman 
suffers severe complications or death from 
an illegal abortion, she added, "we often 
cannot act, because of the lack of evidence 
and of people willing to press charges . The 
police do not intervene against those who 
carry out illegal abortions, except when a 
judge orders it. " 

At the same time, Tijerino denounced 
doctors who take advantage of the current 
law to c harge outrageous fees for illegal 

· abortions. "We have information that some 
doctors charge about 50,000 cordobas for 
an abortion ," she said. "Three years ago 
they were getting 6,000. The illegality of 
abortion is allowing them to get rich off the 
tragedy of the woman, who sometimes 
ends up dead." 

"If abortion were legal," she pointed 
out, "we could go after the back~alley abor­
tionists. But since it's not legal, we are ­
in fact - institutionalizing this terrible 
practice." 



no need for a Sandinista revolution," he 
wrote . 

"We shouldn't let bourgeois countries 
dictate the stance of revolutionaries," he 
concluded. Instead of legalizing abortions, 
the revolution should provide adequate so­
ciai, political, and economic resources "so 
that no Nicaraguan woman feels obligated 
to have an abortion ." 

Two days later, a letter to the editor ap­
peared from a woman who pointed out that 
Calderon was ignorant of the facts about 
abortion in capitalist countries, particularly 
the United States . Although abortion is 
legal there, she wrote, right-wing groups 
and Ronald Reagan's administration are at­
tacking it viciously. "Clinics where abor­
tions are done have been burned, bombed, 
and totally destroyed," the letter said. "The 
Reagan administration cut off funding that 
allowed poor women to decide [whether to 
have an abortion] the way bourgeois 
women can." Other letters have also at­
tacked the Calderon column. 

A question of population? 
The idea that social services for women 

and children should be expanded instead of 
legalizing abortion was also raised in a col­
umn run on the editorial page of Bar­
ricada . Staff writer Elsa Gomez called for 
putting massive resources into housing , in­
fant care, education, and other services as 
an alternative to legal abortion. Her reason­
ing: 

"The revolution needs more children to 
be born. They should grow up in an appro­
priate environment that helps them develop 
their abilities. By changing this situation of 
war so that we can work more, and in 
peace, we can invest more in child de­
velopment. Then we could expect that the 
mother in control of her faculties will be 
unable to deny herself the right to have a 
child. Otherwise, who will Nicaragua rely 
upon for her future?" 

The view that abortion is strictly an eco­
nomic question - as opp~.H>ed to a funda­
mental question of women's liberation­
has been expressed in several columns. El 
Nuevo Diario columnist Francisco Hernan­
dez Segura, for example, wrote a piece ar­
guing that "everything indicates that the 
'popularity ' of 'abortion has its roots in 
poverty, in the misery that the big majority 
of society suffers .. . . When the Nicara­
guan people have destroyed their enemies 
financed by the Reagan administration and 
the material production of the q)untry can 
reach high levels, there will be fewer abor-
tions." _ · 

Hernandez Segura said, however, that 
he favors the legalization of abortion de­
spite his opinion that "from whatever angle 
you look at it, abortion is an action con­
trary to human nature." 

'War turned into pretext' 
Among others speaking out, however, 

have been those arguing that abortion is a 
question of women's rights, first and fore­
most. A group of nurses interviewed by 
Barricada , for example, were sharply crit­
ical of arguments against legalization put 
forward by some supporters of the revolu­
tion. 

Mirta Ulloa said she thought the abortion 
question "has not been dealt with well, be­
cause the Sandinista People's Revolution is 
still young. 

"Often the argument raised is the [ag­
gression] and that process is turned into a 
pretext. There are a lot of prejudices and 
machismo. Something's being considered 
a crime that is not a crime." 

Nurse Carolina Silva connected the 
legalization of abortion to strengthening 
women's ability to fully participate in soci­
ety and especially in politics. 

"Under current conditions," she told 
Barricada, "the woman has to take care of 
the children and can't be involved in poli­
tics . That's only for the men . They can go 
out to a meeting, an assembly; they're the 
vanguard . 

"But we're the vanguard- we who are 
taking care of the kids and working so that 
they can always do everything and after­
wards be called the vanguard ." 

Sagrario Carvajal, head nurse at a: clinic, 
said, "In the course of the revolution, 

Militia training. As working women have taken on increasingly bigger role in production and defense, they have become more 
outspoken about obstacles still in way of full equality, such as fact that abortion is illegal. 

women have won the right to work, to be in 
combat , and in addition , we bring up the 
children. Why are we denied the right to 
decide about our own bodies? We're the 
ones who want to decide how many chil­
dren we want to have. That's why the cur­
rent law has to be totally changed." 

Women from countryside 
Although most of the public statements 

on abortion . have come from Managua, 
Barricada interviewed several women 
from rural areas who are FSLN representa­
tives in the National Assembly. 

Denigna Mendiola, who has a long his­
tory in the peasant movement , said she 
thought the war, the country's fragile eco­
nomic situation, and religious sentiments 
would have to be taken into account in de­
ciding what to do about abortions. 

"However," she continues, "with or 
without a law, women keep having abor­
tions." Mendiola said she thought more 
abortions take place in the cities than in 
rural areas. Peasant \¥Omen, she· said, more 
often drink an herb · mixture that is sup­
posed to induce a miscarriage "because 
they don't know any other method ." 

"It seems to me that the situation and the 
laws should be changed," she told Bar­
ricada . "But first there has to be educa­
tion." 

Teresa Delgado Martinez, a leader of the 
Sandinista Defense Committee in the mar­
ket in Chinandega, said she saw nothing 
wrong with an abortion in the very first 
period of pregnancy, but "it's a crime if 
you have one at three months because then 
you have a little fetus ." 

She assailed the idea that abortion "is 
just something poor people do. I remember 
a scandal at the Socia1 Club in Chinandega 
in the time of Somoza. They found a fetus 
in one of the bathrooms, and you know, 
only the 'good girls' went there." 

Delgado said she expected the Catholic 
church hierarchy to attack the revolution if 
abortion is legalized. She added that some 
women will themselves be against legaliza­
tion because of the "obscurantism" they 
have been brought up under. "Imagine," 
she said, "there are some parents who are 
so close-minded that they protest the fact 
that the schools teach anatomy ." 

Opinions divided in working class 
Among working-class women in the 

cities, opinions are also divided . 
A woman who works at the Texnicsa 

textile plant tiere said she considered abor­
tion a crime and a sin against the church's 
teachings. She emphasized that she is not a 
.supporter of Cardinal Miguel Obando y 
Bravo, whose antidraft proclamation she 
particularly resents . But, she adds, in her 
view abortion is the taking of a life unless a 
woman has been raped. She went so far as 
to say that women who have abortions 
should be in prison . 

Pointing to the large number of youths 
being killed in the war, she also argued 
that, by having more children, Nicaraguan 
women can make a contribution to the rev­
olution, of which she is a firm supporter. 

As for birth control or sterilization, she 
thought that women had the right to use 
these methods after having two or three 
children. As a member of the Nicaraguan 

Women ' s Association (AMNLAE), she is 
active in working to change the current law 
that requires women to have their hus­
band's permission before they are 
sterilized. 

A second woman interviewed by this re­
porter took a different view. An AMNLAE 
activist at the Victoria de Julio sugar refin­
ery outside Managua, she expressed deep 
concern about the number of young 
women, including some at the refinery, 
who are suffering the consequences of 
botched, illegal abortions. Legalization, 
she believes, would first of all stop the 
deaths . 

"But," she continued, "a woman should 
have the right to an abortion for other 
reas.ons, too, including the simple fact that 
some women don ' t want a child right now, 
or have no husband, or can't afford it. 

"The situation of women in the coun­
tryside is very hard," she continued. By her 
estimate, more than half the women at the 
plant, many of whom are from peasant 
families, have no husband or permanent 
companion. Most, however, are trying to 
raise children, which absorbs practically 
every minute of their time when they are 
not at work. With no child care available at 
the refinery, one of the big things that suf- · 
fers is their participation in AMNLAE and 
other political organizations, she said. 

AMNLAE 
The national executive committee of. 

AMNLAE, as of the first of the year, had 
not yet released a public statement on the 
abortion debate. A member of AMNLAE's 
legal office, Marfa Lourdes Bolanos, gave 
an interview to Barricada, however. 

"Finally, this issue that's so controver­
sial is being taken up ," she said .· "It was out 
of fear that an error was made . The more 
general problems of the revolution were al-

ways pushed to the fore, and the problem 
of abortion was put on the back burner. 
We've always said that the laws of the past 
were class-biased, in favor of the 
bourgeoisie. But now we're putting aside 

. abstract generalities and taking up a con­
crete problem." 

Bolanos said the current. antiabortion 
law discriminates against women . "It says 
that a woman who has an abortion can be 
sentenced to one to four years in prison. 
But if a man beats his wife, and she has a 
miscarriage, he faces only six months to 
two years in prison. What further evidence 
do you need that this is a discriminatory 
law?" 

Bolanos said, "Abortion cannot and 
should not be considered a crime. I'm for 
decriminalizing it . The law must be mod­
ified." 

FSLN 
The most prominent figure in the FSLN 

to speak out on the issue tlius far has been 
Commander Doris Tijerino, chief of Nica­
ragua's police and a longtime Sandinista 
leader. "I am for abortion - not just as a 
woman, but also as a police officer," she 
said in an ijlerview with Barricada. (See 
accompanymg story.) 

"The current law," she said, "restricts 
the civil rights of a woman by denying her 
the right to freely determine maternity." 
But this law should not just be changed by 
decree , she emphasized. Discussion and 
education must take place first among the 
broad masses of women. 

"There should be a campaign to get 
women to reject the prejudices and accept 
legalization," she continued. "AMNLAE 
ought to initiate a study of the law penaliz­
ing abortion and put forward a proposal in 
the National Assembly for a new abortion 
law that supports the right of the woman to 
decide her own life." 

Local Sandinista police: 'Women are 
the victims of illegal abortion' 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua - As part of 
the debate here on abortion, the Sandinista 
Police in the town of Nandaime released a 
statement denying charges that they perse­
cute women having illegal abortions. 

The statement came in response to an in­
terview with Marfa Lourdes Bolanos of the 
legal office of the Nicaragu_an Women's 
Association (AMNLAE). (See accom­
panying stories.) Interviewed in Bar­
ricada, daily newspaper of the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front (FSLN), 
Bolanos spoke out for decriminalizing 
abortion. 

She also said, "There have been cases, 
like a recent one in Nandaime, where a 
police officer tried to arrest a woman be­
cause she had been accused [of having an 
abortion illegally] . There was a mass 
mobilization that prevented the arrest." 
Barricada then added, "What is curious is 
that there are still people persecuting 
women for this supposed crime, but not 
going after criminals who collect a juicy 
fee" for illegal abortions. 

Nandaime Police Lieutenant Leone! 

Selva responded with a letter printed in a 
subsequent issue of · Barricada:' He called 
Bolanos' stand on abOrtion "positive" and 
commended Barricada "for taking the in­
itiative to generate a d.iscussion on this im­
portant question ." 

However, Selva said, the report that the 
Nandaime police tried to arrest a woman 
because she had an abortion is "totally and 
absolutely false." He added, "It is also 
false that the masses mobilized to prevent 
such an action." 

"We suggest- both to Dr. Bolanos and 
to Barricada - that they be more careful 
in making references like this without first 
being sure of the facts," Selva concluded, 
"so we in no way damage the image of the 
Sandinista Police, which is an organ of our 
revolution, or present it to the masses as 
opposed to their interests. The idea still 
exists that the women who are victims of 
this practice [abortion] should be hounded 
rather than going after those who are profit­
ing from it- in other words, that the vic­
tim, not the criminal, should be prose­
cuted. We don't agree with that." -C.J. 
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Colo. rally protests 
gov't land sales 

tht 
BY DUNCAN WILLIAMS 

DENVER -Up to 300 farmers and sup­
porters gathered in Wray, Colorado, Janu­
ary 6 to protest the Farmers Home Admin­
istration (FmHA) practice of selling fore­
closed farmlands at prices below their 
value. The protest focused especially on a 
2,160-acre farm appraised at $1 .2 million 
in 1982 but sold last November for only 
$200,100. 

The local FmHA official claims that the 
land was a "piece of junk." But Dave Car­
ter of the Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 
charged that "the FmHA is dumping that 
property ." Carter explained that this 
"creates problems for everyone else who 
owns property in the county. What that 
[land dumping] does essentially," Carter 
continued,"is set a new low on land values 
in the surrounding areas ."· 

The value of farmland has been plum­
meting. Combined with rising costs of pro­
duction and low prices for farm products, 
this has meant that more and more working 
farmers lose their land to foreclosure . 

The FmHA is a government agency that 
was originally set up to lend money to 
hard-pressed working farmers unable to get 
loans elsewhere. It currently holds the 
deeds to 3,812 farms and has 937,000 
acres of land . 

The FmHA selling land below its value 
accelerates the devaluation of farmland. 
And farmers are more and more frequently 
denied loans from both private and public 
banks because their devalued land does not 
provide enough collateral . 

Jerry Griffin of the Colorado American 
Agriculture Movement (AAM) told the 
Militant that such low selling prices seem 
to be "a nationwide policy . It's worse in 
some other states like Missouri, Iowa, and 
Kansas ." 

"They're selling low to corporations and 
wealthy individuals, then the land is rented 
back to farmers or they hire a manager . 
The main thing they're after," Griffin 
explained, "is control of the land, to get the 
farmers just to be tenants." 

Griffin also pointed out that when fore­
closed land is sold, the previous owner's 
debt is forgiven by the FmHA. However, 
this is considered a gift, and the farmer , 
who lost the land through foreclosure, must 
pay taxes on this "gift." 

The FmHA has 96 other foreclosed 
properties for sale in Colorado. According 
to the Rocky Mountain News, the Wray 
gathering proposed a five-point plan to pro­
tect farmers' interests . The plan demands: 
"Retraction of the [Wray] sale, congres­
sional investigation of the FmHA, a halt to 
the FmHA land sales at 'rock-bottom 
prices,' a halt to land dumping until farm­
land prices have stabilized, and initiation 
of a citizens' committee to review FmHA' s 
foreclosures and sales." 

Mil Winter 
"Save the family farm" demanded opponents of sheriff's sale in Minnesota last 
March. Government pushes down value of farmland by selling land below value. Re­
sult: more farmers are foreclosed on. 

Kansas farmer wins round in court 
BY DUNCAN WILLIAMS 

DENVER - Darrell Ringer, a Kansas 
farm protest leader and member of the 
board of directors of the North American 
Farm Alliance, has marked a small victory 
in his battle against government frame-up 
and harassment. On January 7 mis­
demeanor charges against Ringer and 
David Nelson, another farmer, . were dis­
missed by a Gove County, Kansas, judge. 
This is the second time charges against 
Ringer have been dropped . 

Last spring Darrell Ringer , Margaret 
Ringer, and another farmer , David Jensen, 
were indicted on . three felony charges and 

10 misdemeanor charges. Those charges 
were dropped last summer. 

Both sets of indictments stemmed from a 
February 15 protest by farm activists 
against the foreclosure sale of David and 
Virginia Jensen's farm . 

The most recent charges against Ringer 
were brought by a "people's grand jury." 
Under Kansas law, a group of citizens can 
petition to bypass the county attorney and 
convene a grand jury themselves. 

The Ringers, the Jensens , and their sup­
porters began to petition for such a grand 
jury last summer. The farm activists sought 
to both vindicate themselves against the 
more serious felony charges and force an 

dropped, Ringer told the Militant that "the 
county attorney wants to bring a third set of 
charges" against him . 

"We question whether he has the author­
ity to bring back charges after the grand 
jury has thrown them out," Ringer said . 

"It's obvious that the county attorney 
wants to keep us on the fire, to scare 
people . That is their whole game," said 
Ringer. 

But it hasn't met with much success, he 
explained. "The next foreclosure protest is 
scheduled at the Gove County courthouse 
on January 24 at 10 a.m . ," he added. 

N.Y: 2,000 Condemn Hal.tJ• dJ·C. tat.Or investigation into the shady bank dealings 
surrounding the foreclosure on the Jensen 

1 ~ farm, whicli were conducted by the Citi-
BY JANE HARRIS 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. - What began as a 
gathering of I ,000 Haitians protesting 
against U.S. government aid t~aiti's dic­
tatorship of Jean-Claude Duvailer swelled 
to a march of 2,000 down Eastern Parkway 
here . The action took place January II. 

Famous Haitian singers, including Farah 
Juste, So Ann , and Fedia Laguerre, led the 
demonstration in freedom songs, · drawing 
many Brooklyn residents out of their apart­
ments to join in the march. 

Some 15 Haitian organizations endorsed 
the march, which attracted Haitians from 
Boston, Philadelphia, and elsewhere. It 
was called by the Committee Against Re­
pression in Haiti . 

On November 27 four students were 
killed by Haitian soldiers in Gona"ives, 
Haiti . Speakers pointed to the need to 
mobilize support for the rebellious youth 
and others fighting the dictatorship. Many 
other Haitians have been killed in recent 
weeks by the regime . 

Militant/Fred Murphy 
January 11 Brooklyn protest against 
U.S.-backed Duvalier dictatorship. 

Among the participants in the acti~n zens State Bank and the government's Fed-
were a dozen or so members of District era! Land Bank. 
1199 - the hospital workers' union - While the people's grand jury indicted 
from which a solidarity telegram was read . Ringer on only two misdemeanor charges, 

Featured speakers included Father it indicted the Citizens State Bank for 
Gerard Jean-Juste of the Haitian Refugee forgery . The investigation by the people's 
Center in Miami and former U.S. Attorney grand jury supported the Jensens' charge 
General Ramsey Clark . that the bank had altered a collateral agree-

Demonstrators bought 50 copies of the ment they signed for a 1981 loan . This is a. 
Militant from socialist participants . In ad- felony . 
dition, books and pamphlets by Nelson and In a telephone interview, Ringer told the 
Winnie Mandela, Fidel Castro, Che Guev- Militant that "it [the people's grand jury] 
ara, Maurice Bishop, Malcolm X, and Nic- went pretty well if you consider that we re-
araguan leaders were especially popular. duced the charges from 13 to two with no 
French translations of Marxist classics and felonies ." Ringer also pointed to the impor-
French titles on Haitian history also went tant victory farm activists had won with the 
fast . Participants botJght $700 worth of lit- grand jury's indictment of the bank . 
erature. Although the new charges have been 

Militant 
Darrell Ringer. Charges against him 
stemming from foreclosure protest were 
dropped. 

'IP' on n·ew Soviet party program 
In February the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union (CPSU) will dis­
cuss and. adopt a new edition of its 
program·. This document reflects 
the narrow interests of the 
privileged bureaucratic caste that 
usurped political power from the 
Soviet working people in the late 
1920s. 

The cu.rrent, January 27, Inter­
continental Press features an article 
by editor Doug Jenness on the new 
draft program. In particular, he 
compares it to the 1919 program of 
the Russian Communist Party 
drafted by V.I. Lenin . That pro­
gram, in a new translation by Path­
finder Press, is also reprinted in this 
issue. · 

While there are many differences 
between the approach of the 1919 
program and that of the CPSU's 
current draft, Jenness focuses on 
their counterposed views of how to 
combat the imperialist war drive. 

The framework of the Bolsheviks 
under Lenin was that of class strug­
gle on a world . scale. They 
explained that imperialist wars 

could be defeated or prevented 
only through the successful strug­
gle of the toilers against their 
capitalist exploiters and imperialist 
oppressors. 

The perspective of the current 
Soviet leadership, however, is that 
of subordinating this fight to main­
taining detente with imperialism, a 
policy that disarms working people 
in face of imperialist aggression . 

Intercontinental Press is a biweekly 
that carries more articles, docu­
ments, and special features on world 
p()litics -from Europe to Oceania 
and from the Middle East to Central 
America - than we have room for 
in the Militant. Subscribe now. 

Enclosed is 0 $7.50 for 3 months. 
0 $15 for 6 months. 0 $30 for 1 
year. 

Name------------
Address _________________ __ 

City __ State __ Zip __ 

Clip and mail to Intercontinental 
Press, 410 West St., New York, NY 
10014. 
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Introduction 
BY MALIK MIAH 

The first official national hdliday of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.'s birthday takes place on January 20. The holi­
day was signed into federal law by President Reagan on 
Nov . 2, 1983 . It designates the third Monday in January 
as the legal holiday . · 

This is the first federal holiday to hail the contributions 
made by an Afro-American. It came after more than a 
decade of protests demanding that King be so honored. 
King had been a central figure of the civil rights revolu­
tion that led to the successful overthrow of the Jim Crow 
system of legal segregation in the South in the 1960s. 

The high points of these protests were Jan. 15 , 1981, 
when 100,000 people marched in Washington, D.C. , and 
Aug . 27, 1983-, when 500,000 people again marched in 
the nation's capital. 

The King Holiday is a victory for all those - Black 
and white- who fought against Jim Crow. It is an honor 
both to King's civil rights record and to the millions of 
working people who fought for full equality for Blacks . 

King was born on Jan. 15, 1929, in Atlanta , Georgia . 
He was the sorrofa Baptist minister. He first came to na­
tional attention in December 1955 when he became a 

1ieader of the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott that de­
manded an end to segregation in the city's bus service. 

In 1957 King established the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) to speed the fight for de­
segregation . The SCLC played a central role in the civil 
rights movement- helping to organize boycotts, sit-ins , 
marches, and other forms of protests. 

The SCLC and the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee (formed in 1960 with SCLC's support) suc­
cessfully promoted the student sit-ins against segregation 
at Southern chain store lunch counters. 

King and other SCLC leaders were on the front line of 
many protests , leading to numerous arrests . King became 
a symbol of the fight against segregation and was an in­
spiration to all opponents of Jim Crow. In 1964 he re­
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize. 

King was also a supporter of the Democratic Party and 
an opponent of Black political action independent of the 
capitalist Democratic and Republican parties. He op­
posed the formation of the Freedom Now Party in Michi­
gan and attacked its 1964 independent electoral cam­
paign. 

But King's liberal views did not lead him to stop 
speaking out against legal and de facto racism . The pas­
sage of the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts in 1964 
and 1965 did not end the institutionalized racism preva­
lent in the United States. Blacks remained- as they do 
today - doubly oppressed and superexploited as work­
ing people. King continued to lead and participate in 
demonstrations for open housing , school desegregation, 
and other issues aimed at ending racial discrimination­
North and South . 

In the late 1960s few Blacks had been appointed, much 
less elected, to public office even as Democrats . The rul­
ing class did not incorporate a significant layer of Black 
liberals into the capitalist parties until the 1970s. 

Not surprisingly, on the .heels of the civil rights vic­
tory, many Blacks pressed the call for full equality now. 
They were demanding not just the right to vote but real 
affirmative steps toward equality in all spheres of U.S. 
society. 

In this period there was a growth of Black nationalist 
sentiment. Thousands of young Blacks were being at­
tracted to many of the ideas of Malcolm X, who had been 
assassinated in 1965. Malcolm advocated a complete 
break with liberalism. He supported independent Black 
political action . . · 

King and the SCLC, on the other hand, while continu­
ing to use and support public protests to press the fight 
against racism, did so in the framework of their liberal 
policies . They believed, unlike Malcolm, that the road 

Marlin 
Luther 
King, )r.­
his speech 
against 
U.S. war 
in Vietnam 

Eleven days after his famous "Beyond Vietnam" 
speech, King led a march of 400,000 through streets 
ofNew York protesting U.S. war in Vietnam. He is 
shown here at United Nations addressing rally that 
followed march. 

forward for Black liberation was primariiy through pres­
suring the capitalist government and parties to be more 
responsive to Black rights. They did not aim to educate 
and mobi1ize Blacks and other working people into a rev­
olutionary movement against the source of racist oppres­
sion: the capitalist system. 

Nevertheless, King remained steadfast on the issues of 
civil rights . Moreover he began more and more to con­
nect civil rights to all social and political issues that af­
fected Blacks. It was in 1967 that King first began to link 
the fight against economic injustice and racism to the 
U.S. rulers' war against the Vietnamese people. 

For a number of years only a minority in the Black 
community spoke out against Washington's aggression 
in Vietnam. Many Black liberals, particularly those in 
the civil rights groups, opposed discussing Vietnam at 
all. Either they backed the U.S . aggression to "fight com­
munism" or felt the civil rights movement should only 
focus its fire on racial discrimination in the United States. 
The fact that Blacks were dying in disproportionate num­
bers in Indochina and suffered racist discrimination in the 
army was of little importance. 

Malcolm, on the other hand, aCtively condemned the 
imperialist war in Vietnam and called on Blacks and 
other working people to back the just, democratic strug­
gle of the Vietnamese people for self-determination. He 
said the struggle of Blacks here and the Vietnamese was 
against the same enemy: the big-business rulers of the 
United States . 

As this debate over Vietnam sharpened in the Black 
community , King eventually broke with other liberals 
and came out against the U.S. war. It was on April 4, 
1967- a year to the day before King was assassinated in 
Memphis , Tennessee - that he gave his famous ·· 
"Beyond Vietnam" speech to a meeting of Clergy and 
Laity Concerned About Vietnam at the Riverside Church 
in New York City . 

In this speech King exposed Washington's lies about 
its war in Vietnam. He pointed to the U.S. government as 
the aggressor and the "greatest purveyor of violence in 
the world." 

He said that those who began struggling against racism 
in Montgomery had to be a part of and lead the fight 
against the U.S. rulers' war in Vietnam. 

This speech was not well-received in most liberal quar­
ters, including among leading figures in the civil rights 
organizations. They argued that Blacks should stick to 
civil rights issues narrowly defined. 

But the fight for Black equality - as Malcolm first 
explained in the Black community - includes a fight 
against war. The two issues can't be separated. Civil 
rights activists, King now explained, must oppose Wash­
ington's war in Vietnam . 

King called on all progressive groups, including the 
civil rights organizations, to lead the fight against ~'pov­
erty, racism, and militarism." 

King's stand against the U.S. intervention in Vietnam 
is made all the more si'gnificant considering his anticom­
munism, which is stated in this speech . But he argues that 
all progressive-minded people must oppose the Vietnam 
War whatever their political beliefs. 

Those words, spoken nearly 19 years ago, remain just 
as valid today . The U.S. ruling families are waging a 
dirty war against the people of Nicaragua. The Washing­
ton war makers have soughtto topple the Nicaraguan rev­
olution. They sponsor and finance the mercenaries carry­
ing out this brutal aggression . 

In El Salvador, Washington arms a military-backed re­
gime that has killed tens of thousands of workers and 
peasants. 

Throughout the world U.S. imperialism supports reac­
tionary regimes- from Chile to the Philippines. It is a 
strong ally of the fascist-like apartheid rulers of South 
Africa. 

King's 1967 call on all progressive-minded people to 
stand up to Washington's war in Vietnamis what must be 

Continued on next page 
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done today against the U.S. war in Central America and 
the Caribbean and its war moves against countries like 
Libya that refuse to bow to Washington's policies. 

It is in that spirit that the International Socialist Review 
is reprinting in full the "Beyond Vietnam" speech. 

Marlin Luther King, Jr. 
I come to this magnificent house of worship tonight 

because my conscience leaves me no other choice. I join 
you in this meeting because I am in deepest agreement 
with the aims and work of the organization which has 
brought us together: Clergy and Laymen Concerned 
about Vietnam. The recent statement of your executive 
committee are the sentiments of my own heart, and I 
found myself in full accord when I read its opening lines: 
"A time comes when silence is betrayal." That time has 
come for us in relation to Vietnam . 

The truth of these words is beyond doubt , but the mis­
sion to which they call us is a most difficult one . Even 
when pressed by the demands of inner truth, men do not 
easily assume the task of opposing their government's 
policy, especially in time of war. Nor does the human 
spirit move without great difficulty against all the apathy 
of conformist thought within one's own bosom and in the 
surrounding world . Moreove~. when the issues at hand 
seem as perplexing as they often do in the case of this 
dreadful conflict, we are always on the verge of being 
mesmerized by uncertainty : but we must move on. 

Some of us who have already begun to break the si­
lence of the night have found that the calling to speak is 
often a vocation of agony, but we must speak . We must 
speak with all the humility that is appropriate to our lim­
ited vision, but we must speak. And we must rejoice as 
well , for surely this is the first time in our nation's history 
that a significant number of religious leaders have chosen 
to move beyond the prophesying of smooth patriotism to 
the high ground of a firm dissent based upon the man­
dates of conscience and the reading of history. Perhaps a 
new spirit is rising among us. If it is, let us trace its move­
ments well and pray that our own inner being may be sen­
sitive to its guidance, for we are deeply in need of a new 
way beyond the darkness that seems so close around us. 

Over the past two years, as I have moved to break the 
betrayal of my own silences and to speak from the burn­
ings of my own heart, as I have called for radical depar­
tures from the destruction of Vietnam , many persons 
have questioned me about the wisdom of my path . At the 
heart of their concerns this query has often loomed large 
and loud: Why are you speaking about the war, Dr. King? 
Why are you joining the voices of dissent? Peace and 
civil rights don't mix, they say . Aren't you hurting the 
cause of your people, they ask? And when I hear them, 
though I often understand the sources of their concern,I 

. am nevertheless greatly saddened , for such questions 
mean that the inquirers have not really known me, my 
commitment, or my calling. Indeed, their questions 
suggest that they do not know the. world in which they 
live. 

In the light of such tragic misunderstanding, I deem it 
of signal importance to try to state clearly, and I trust 
concisely, why I believe that the path from Dexter A v­
enue Baptist Church - the church in Montgomery, 
Alabama, where I began my pastorate -leads clearly to 
this sanctuary tonight. 

I come to this platform tonight to make a passionate 
plea to my beloved nation. This speech is not addressed 
to Hanoi or to the National Liberation Front. It is not ad­
dressed to China or to Russia. Nor is it an attempt to 
overlook the ambiguity of the total situation and the need 
for a collective solution to the tragedy of Vietnam. 
Neither is it an attempt to make North Vietnam or the Na­
tional Liberation Front paragons of virtue , nor to over­
look the role they can play in a successful resolution of 
the problem. While they both may have justifiable reason 
to be suspicious of the good faith of the United States, 
life and history give eloquent testimony to the fact that 
conflicts are never resolved without trustful give and take . 
on both sides . 

Tonight, however, I wish not to speak with Hanoi and 
the NLF, but rather to my fellow Americans who, with 
me, bear the greatest responsibility in ending a conflict 
that has exacted a heavy price on both continents. 

Connection between Vietnam War and struggle in U.S. 
Since I am a preacher by trade, I suppose it is not sur­

prising that I have several reasons for bringing Vietnam 
into the field of my moral vision. There is at the outset a 
very obvious and almost facile connection between the 
war in Vietnam and the struggle I, and others, have been 
waging in America. 

A few years ago there was a shining moment in that 
struggle. It seemed as if there was a real promise of hope 
for the poor- both black and white -through the Pov­
erty Program. There were experiments, hopes, new be­
ginnings . Then came the buildup in Vietnam, and I 
watched the program broken and eviscerated as if it were 
some idle political plaything of a society gone mad on 
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King with Ralph Abernathy (left) and Rosa Parks (right) at car-pool pick up during Montgomery bus boycott, 
which helped to ignite massive struggle against Jim Crow segregation. "There is a very obvious connection be­
tween the war in Vietnam and the struggle I, and others, have been waging in America," said King. 

war, and I knew that America would never invest the nec­
essary funds or energies in rehabilitation of its poor so 
long as adventures like Vietnam continued to draw men 
and skills and money like some demoniacal destructive 
suction tube . So I was increasingly compelled to see the 
war as an enemy of the poor and to attack it as such . 
· . Perhaps the more tragic recognition of reality took 
place when it became clear to me that the war was doing 
far more than devastating the hopes of the poor at home . 
It was sending their sons and their brothers and their hus­
bands to fight and to die in extraordinarily high propor­
tions relative to the rest of the population . We were tak­
ing the black young men who had .been crippled by our 
society and sending them 8,000 miles away to guarantee 
liberties in Southeast Asia which they had not found in 
Southwest Georgia and East Harlem. 

So we have been repeatedly faced with the cruel irony 
of watching Negro and white boys on TV screens as they 
kill and die together for a nation that has been unable to 
seat them together in the same schools. So we watch 
them in brutal solidarity burning the. huts of a poor vil­
lage, but we realize that they would never live on -the 
same block in Detroit. I could not be silent in the face of 
such cruel manipulation of the poor. 

My third reason moves to an even deeper level of 
awareness, for it grows out of my experience in the ghet­
tos of the North over the last three years - especially the 
last three summers. As I have walked among the desper­
ate, 4ejected, and angry young men, I have told them that 
Molotov cocktails and rifles would not solve their prob­
lems. I have tried to offer them my deepest compassion 
while maintaining my conviction that social change 
comes most meaningfully through nonviolent action . 

Greatest purveyor of violence 
But they asked - and rightly so - what about Viet­

nam? They asked if our nation wasn't using massive 
doses of violence to solve its problems, to bring about the 
changes it wanted. Their questions hit home, and I knew 
that I could never again raise my voice against the vio­
lence of the oppressed in the ghettos without having first 
spoken clearly to the greatest purveyor of violence in. the 
world today - my own government. For the sake of 
those boys, for the sake of this government, for the sake 
of the hundreds of thousands trembling under our vio­
lence, I cannot be silent. 

For those who ask the ques~ion, "Aren't you a civil 
rights leader?" and thereby mean to exclude me from the 
movement for peace, I have this further answer. In 1957 
when a group of us formed the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, we chose as our motto: "To save 
the soul of America." We were convinced that we could 
not limit our vision to certain rights for black people, but 
instead affirmed the conviction that America would never 
be free or saved from itself unless the descendants of its 
slaves were loosed completely from the shackles they 
still wear. In a way we were agreeing with Langston 
Hughes, that black bard of Harlem; who had written ear­
lier: 

0, yes, 
I say it plain, 
America never was America to me, 
And yet I swear this oath­
America will be! 

Now, it should be incandescently clear that no one 

who has any concern for the integrity and life of America 
today can ignore the present war. If America's soul be­
comes totally poisoned, part of the autopsy must read 
Vietnam. It can never be saved so long as it destroys the 
deepest hopes of men the world over. So it is that those-of 
us who are yet determined that America will be are led 
down the path of protest and dissent , working for the 
health of our land. 

As if the weight of such a commitment to the life and 
health of America were not enough, another burden of re­
sponsibility was placed upon me in 1964; and I cannot 
forget that the Nobel Prize for Peace was also a commis­
sion - a commission to work harder than I had ever 
worked. before for "the brotherhood of man." This is a 
calling that takes me beyond national allegiances , but 
even if it were not present I would yet have to live with 
the meaning of my commitment to the ministry of Jesus 
Christ. 

To me the relationship of this ministry to the making of 
peace is so obvious that I sometimes marvel at those who 
ask me why I am speaking against the war. Could it be 
that they do not know the good news was meant for all 
men - for communist and capitalist , for their children 
and ours, for black and for white, for revolutionary and 
conservative? Have they forgotten that my ministry is in 
obedience to the One who loved his enemies so fully that 
he died for them? What then can I say to the Vietcong or 
to Castro or to Mao as a faithful minister of this One? Can 
I threaten them with death or must I not share with them 
my life? 

Finally, as I try to delineate for you and for myself the 
road that leads from Montgomery to this place, I would 
have offered all that was most valid if I simply said that I 
must be true to my conviction that I share with all men 
the calling to be a son of the living God . Beyond the call­
ing of race or nation or creed is this vocation of sonship 
and brotherhood, and because I believe that the Father is 
deeply concerned especially for his suffering and helpless 
and outcast children, I come tonight to speak for them. 

This I believe to be the privilege and the burden of all 
of us who deem ourselves bound by allegiances and 
loyalties which are broader and deeper than nationalism 
and which go beyond our nation's self-defined goals and 
positions . We are called to speak for the weak, for the 
voiceless, for victims of our nation and for those it calls 
enemy, for no docu~ent from human hands can make 
these humans any less our brothers. 

And as I ponder the madness of Vietnam and search 
within myself for ways to understand and respond in 
compassion , my mind goes constantly to the people of 
that peninsula. I speak now not of the soldiers of each 
side, not the junta in Saigon, but simply of the people 
who have been living under the curse of war for almost 
three continuous decades now. I think of them too be­
cause it is clear to me that there will be no meaningful 
solution there until some attempt is made to know them 
and hear their broken cries . 

Vietnamese independence, reconquest 
They must see Americans as strange liberators. The 

Vietnamese people proclaimed their own independence 
in 1945 after a combined French and Japanese occupa­
tion, and before the communist revolution in China. 
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The following is a speech by Luis Carrion, member 
of the National Directorate of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (FSLN) and Nicaragua's vice-minis­
ter of the interior. The speech was given November 8 
at the main rally in Managua commemorating the 
ninth anniversary of the death of Carlos Fonseca, 
founder of the FSLN, and the 24th anniversary of the 
founding of the FSLN. The translation is by the Mili­
tant. 

Commander Daniel Ortega, president of the republic; 
brothers, and sisters of the national leadership of the San­
dinista National Liberation Front; Dr. Sergio Ramirez, 
vice-president of the republic; dear comrades: 

On Nov. 7, 1976, Somoza's National Guard an­
nounced in national broadcasts the death in combat of 
Eduardo Contreras, member of the national leadership of 
the FSLN and chief of the brigade that seized the house of 
Chema Castillo . They also announced the deaths of 
FSLN militants Silvio Refiasco and Rogelio Picado. That 
same day, compafiero Roberto Huembes, alternate mem­
ber of the national leadership of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front, fell in combat in a confrontation with 
National Guard troops in anoiher part of Managua. 

The tone of the National Guard's communiques re­
flected its euphoria. Nevertheless, two days later, on 
November 9, the tone of the National Guard's com­
muniques became jubilant when they announced that the 
head of the Sandinista National Liberation Front, Com­
ander Carlos Fonseca , had died in combat the day before 
in the mountains of Zinica. 

Unquestionably, the dictatorship thought it had mor­
tally wounded the Sandinista National Liberation Front 
with these blows. 

But their joy was premature, They killed Carlos 
Fonseca when Carlos Fonseca was already immortal. 
They thougllt they had killed him- when his spirit and 
his example already beat in the hearts of thousands of 
Nicaraguans. 

They displayed a photograph of a body in the newspa­
pers and thought they had killed Carlos and that they had 
brought the Sandinista Front to the point of being liquid­
ated . 

'Days of dictatorship numbered' 
They didn't see that it was-the days of the dictatorship 

that were numbered, that it was the dictatorship that was 
bleeding to death. 

Less than three years from the time of Carlos 
Fonseca's death he was reborn in thousands of fighters 
from among the people, who kept the cronies of 
Somoza 's dictatorship and the sell-outs and traitors 
awake at night . Who was it if not Carlos Fonseca himself 
who marched side by side with the people over the wrec­
kage of the dictatorship? They thought they had killed 
him, but today even small children know his name and 
his example is admired around the world. 

Carlos was a clear-minded leader, whose roots, like 
Sandino's, were among the people . But he was more than 
a clear-minded leader. He was an example of revolution­
ary steadfastness - in guerrilla combat, in the under­
ground, in the enemy's jails, in ideological confronta­
tion, in the effort to remain close to the masses, and in 
every aspect of his life. 

For generations of fighters, of patriots, Carlos was an 
example of tenacity, who always knew how to move for­
ward even in the midst of the greatest adversities . " 

He was an example of patriotism, the kind of pa­
triotism that subordinates everything to the higher inter­

. ests of the nation , He set an example of austerity and dis­
cipline - so as not to squander either a penny or a frac­
tion of the time he had devoted to the people's struggle. 

He was an example of imagination and intellectual 
honesty in the constant search for the Nicaraguan 
people's own road forward. He was an example for eve­
ryone of confidence and certainty in the people's inevita­
ble victory over its enemies. 

FSLN - Vanguard of Nicaraguan people 
Unquestionably, Carlos Fonseca's most important 

work was having been the leader who forged the fighting 
tool of the Nicaraguan people -the Sandinista National 
Liberation FronL His greatest accomplishment was to 
have organized the historically necessary revolutionary 
vanguard and educated it in the best fighting traditions of 
the Nicaraguan people , imbued it with a historically nec­
essary program and a correct strategy, and to have stead-
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Sandinista National Liberation Front leader Luis 
Carrion speaking at rally in Managua, Nicaragua, 
commemorating ninth anniversary of death of Carlos 
Fonseca and 24th anniversary of founding of FSLN. 

fastly led it in the struggle to the death that the people un­
dertook against the dictatorship, 

So it is not surprising that, today, as we commemorate 
his heroic death in combat- that is to say, his final pas­
sage into immortality - we also commemorate the 
founding of the Sandinista National Liberation FronL 

The .Sandinista Front is the organization of Carlos 
Fonseca - forged with sacrifices and heroism and built 
with the best sons and daughters of the people, who 
armed themselves with the indestructible morale that 
comes from combat. This is how we were educated. That 
is what we are, and that is what we will continue to be, 

Naturally, in every organization there are some lag­
gards , some weaklings. The Sandinista National Libera­
tion Front is no exception. 

'They are made of steel' 
But when we see the courage of the combatant of the 

Sandinista People's Army or of the Ministry of the Inte­
rior; when we see the peasant militiaman, who today 
takes up a plow to till the land and tomorrow picks up a 
rifle to confront his enemies; when we see the self-sac­
rificing worker , who maintains national production in the 
midst of adversity; when we see the youth who studies, 
but who also abandons the classroom to answer his coun­
try's call to mobilize for the struggle and to defend pro­
duction; when we see the technician or professional who 
accepts the deterioration in his standard of living and, out 
of love for his country, risks his life carrying out his duty; 
when we see the Nicaraguan woman overcoming the so-
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cial marginalization she has been relega!ed to and incor­
porating herself decisively into the production process, 
the struggle, and whatever task the revolution demands 
of her; when we talk with unionists and with peasant 
leaders from the most remote areas; when we talk with 
teachers and with cedesistas [members of the Sandinista 
Defense Committees]; when we talk with all of them, all 
these Sandinistas who defend the country, we can see 
that they are made of steel, and we can feel the confi­
dence that shines in their eyes , 

Legacy of Fonseca and Sandino 
So we see once again that the FSLN is truly the organi­

zation of Carlos Fonseca, the organization that represents 
the legacy of Sandino. We see once again that Carlos 
Fonseca lives, works, fights, and triumphs with the ranks 
of the Nicaraguan people. 

Imbued with Carlos Fonseca's spirit and dreams, the 
militants of the Sandiriis~a Front and the entire people 
began to build for the future and the happiness of the Nic­
araguan people immediately after the victory over the 
dictatorship. Our first and most important steps took 
place in the context of this goal. We proceeded to or­
ganize our extraordinary literacy campaign , in which our 
youth fraternized with peasants, workers , all the toilers, 
to reduce the illiteracy rate to 12 percent. 

We immediately began the agrarian reform, allowing 
access to the land to thousands of peasant families to 
whom this right had been denied for years. 

An extraordinary effort was made, and we succeeded 
in achieving a spectacular expansion of educational and 
health services for the population . The products and nat­
ural resources of the country were reclaimed for Nicara­
gua, 

In sum, we immediately dedicated our efforts to satis­
fying the people ' s demands, which had been historically 
postponed by the sell-out bourgeoisie and by North 
American imperialism . And it's not surprising, because 
this is what the Sandinista National Liberation Front 
fought for and continues to fight for. This is why there 
was and continues to be a revolution in Nicaragua . 

North American imperialist aggression 
But almost at the same time that the people arid their 

vanguard began to rebuild the war-torn country- which 
had been impoverished and plundered for so many years 
by imperialist domination and the Somoza government 

• - North A~erican imperialist aggression began to crush 
our newly won independence and to destroy the new 
people's power arising over the ruins of the dictatorship, 

Since then, with immoral persistence and without 
ceasing for a moment, the North American government 
has kept up a systematic aggression against the Nicara­
guan people. It is an attack by the biggest imperialist 
pow~r in the world against a small country of a little more 
than 3 million people, with a legacy of backwardness and 
underdevelopment. 

One of the first things it did was organize, finance, and 
lead a mercenary army of thousands . That army has al­
ready received more money and more military equipment 
than Somoza's National Guard received in its entire his­
tory. 

And they have imposed a war on us that has already 
lasted four years . From the first offensive organized in 
December 1981 in the Atlantic Coast zone of the country 
up until the present, the imperialist war against the Nica­
raguan people hasn't ceased for a moment. 

The acts of aggression haven ' t been limited to military " 
,actions . All kinds of actions have been organized to sab­
otage the national economy, from direct terrorist acts tar­
ried out by special CIA units to the commercial embargo 
imposed at the beginning of this year. 

The North American government organizes and fosters 
all kinds of acts of political destabilization through its 
agents and aflies inside Nicaragua . They have spared no 
effort trying to achieve their goal of destroying the con­
quests of the people's revolution and crushing the inde­
pendence and freedom of the Nicaraguan people. 

'We have consistently fought for peace' 
The Sandinista Front and the revolutionary govern­

ment are carrying out all kinds of political and diplomatic 
campaigns to stop this aggression. We have consistently 
fought for peace in every possible arena. Nevertheless, 
we must recognize that peace is still a faraway goal. 

The North American government systematically re­
fuses to accept the fact that the Sandinista revolution is ir­
reversible . It refuses to recognize the legitimacy of the 
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They were led by Ho Chi Minh. Even though they quoted 
the American Declaration of Independence in their own 
document of freedom , we refused to recognize them. In­
stead, we decided to support France in its reconquest of 
her former colony. 

Our government felt then that the Vietnamese people 
were not "ready" for independence, and we again fell 
victim to the deadly Western arrogance that has poisoned 
the international atmosphere for so long. With that tragic 
decision we rejected a revolutionary government seeking 
self-determination, and a government that had been es­
tablished not by China (for whom the Vietnamese have 
no great love) but by clearly indigenous forces that in­
cluded some communists. For the peasants this new gov­
ernment meant real land reform, one of the most impor­
tant needs in their lives. 

For nine years following 1945, we denied the people 
of Vietnam the right of independence. For nine years we 
vigorously supported the French in their abortive effort to 
recolonize Vietnam. 

Before the end of the war, we were meeting 80 per cent 
of the French war costs . Even before the French were de­
feated at Dien Ben Phu, they began to despair of the reck­
less action, but we did not. We encouraged them with our 
huge financial and military supplies to continue the war 
even after they had lost the will. Soon we would be pay­
ing almost the full costs of this tragic attempt at recoloni­
zation. 

After the French were defeated it looked as if indepen­
dence and land reform would come again through the 
Geneva agreements . But instead there came the United 
States, determined that Ho should not unify the temporar­
ily divided nation, and the peasants watched again as we 
supported one of the most vicious modern dictators -
our chosen man, Premier Diem. The peasants watched 
and cringed as Diem ruthlessly routed out all opposition, 
supported their extortionist landlords, and refused even 
to discuss reunification with the North . The peasants 
watched as all this was presided over by U.S . influence 
and then by increasing numbers of U.S. troops who came 
to help quell the insurgency that Diem's methods had 
aroused. When Diem was overthrown they may have 
been happy, but the long line of military dictatorships 
seemed to offer no real change - especially in terms of 
their need for land and peace. 

Instead of land reform- bombs 
The only change came from America as we increased 

our troop commitments in support of governmehts which 
were singularly corrupt, inept , and without popular sup­
port. All the while the people read our leaflets and re­
ceived regular promises of peace and democracy - and 
land reform. Now they languish under our bombs and 
consider us - not their fellow Vietnamese - the real 
enemy. They move sadly and apathetically as we herd 
them off the land of their fathers into concentration 
camps where minimal social needs are rarely met. They 
know they must move or be destroyed by our bombs. So 
they go - primarily women and children and the aged . 

They watch as we poison their water, as we kill a mil­
lion acres of their crops. They must weep as the bulldoz­
ers roar through their areas preparing to destroy the pre­
cious trees. They wander into the hospitals, with at least 
20 casualties from American firepower for one Vietcong­
inflicted injury. They wander into the towns and see 
thousands of the children, homeless, without clothes, 
running in packs on the streets like animals . They see the 
children degraded by our soldiers as they beg for food. 
They see the children selling their sisters to our soldiers, 
soliciting for their mothers. 

What do the peasants think as we ally ourselves with 
the landlords and as we refuse to put any action into our 
many words concerning land reform? What do they think 
as we test out our latest weapons on them, just as the Ger­
mans tested out new medicine and new tortures in the 
concentration camps of Europe? Where· are the roots of 
the independent Vietnam we claim to be building? Is it 
among these voiceless ones? 

We have destroyed their two most cherished institu-
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tions: the family and the village. We have destroyed their 
land and their crops. We have cooperated in the crushing 
of the nation 's only non-communist revolutionary politi­
cal force - the Unified Buddhist Church. We have sup­
ported the enemies of the peasants of Saigon. We have 
corrupted their women and children and killed their men. 
What liberators! 

Now there is little left to build on - save bitterness. 
Soon the only solid physical foundations remaining will 
be found at our military bases and in the concrete of the 
concentration camps we call fortified hamlets . The peas­
ants may well wonder if we plan to build our new Viet­
nam on such grounds as these. Could we blame them for 
such thoughts? We must speak for them and raise the 
questions they cannot raise. These too are o,ur brothers. 

Perhaps the more difficult but no less necessary task is 
to speak for those who have been designated as our 
enemies. What of the National Liberation Front- that 
strangely anonymous group we call VC or Communists? 
What must they think of us in America when they realize 
that we permitted the repression and cruelty of Diem 
which helped to bring them into being as a resistance 
group in the South? What do they think of our condoning 
the violence which led to their own taking up of arms? 

How can they believe in our integrity when now we 
speak of "aggression from the North" as if there were 
nothing more essential to the war? How can they trust us 
when now we charge them with violence after the mur­
derous reign of Diem, and charge them with violence 
while we pour every new weapon of death into their land? 
Surely we must understand their feelings even if we do 
not condone their actions. Surely we must see that the 
men we supported pressed them to their violence. Surely 
we must see that our own computerized plans of destruc­
tion simply dwarf their greatest acts. 

How do they judge us. when opr officials know that 
their membership is less than 25 per cent communist and 
yet insist on giving them the blanket name? What must 
they be thinking when they know that'we are aware of 
their control of major sections of Vietnam, and yet we ap­
pear ready to allow national elections in which this highly 
organized political parallel government will have no 
part? They ask how we can speak of free elections when 
the Saigon press is censored and controlled by the mili­
tary junta. 

Distrust of U.S. intentions 
And they are surely right to wonder what kind of new 

government we plan to help form without them - the 
only party in real touch with the peasants. They question 
our political goals, and they deny the reality of a peace 
settlement from which they will be excluded. Their ques­
tions are frighteningly relevant. Is our nation planning to 
build on political myth again and then shore it up with the 
power of new violence? 

Here is the true meaning and value of compassion and 
nonviolence, when it helps us to see the enemy's point of 
view, to hear his questions, to know his assessment of 
ourselves. For from his view we may indeed see the basic 
weaknesses of our own condition, and if we are mature 
we may learn and grow and profit from the wisdom of the 
brothers who are called the opposition. 

So, too, with Hanoi. In the North, where our bombs 
now pummel the land and our mines endanger the water­
ways, we are met by a deep but understandable mistrust. 
To speak for them is to explain this lack of confidence in 
Western words, and especially their distrust of American 
intentions now . 

In Hanoi are the men who led the nation to indepen­
dence against the Japanese and the French, the men who 
sought membership in the French commonwealth and 
were betrayed by the weakness of Paris and the willful­
ness of the colonial armies. It was they who led a second 
struggle against French domination at tremendous co~ts, 
and then were persuaded to give up the land they con­
trolled between the 13th and 17th parallels as a temporary 
measure at Geneva. After 1954 they watched us conspire 
with Diem to prevent elections which would have surely 
brought Ho Chi Minh to power over a united Vietnam, 
and they realized they had been betrayed again. 

When we ask why they do not leap to negotiate, these 
things must be remembered. Also it must be clear that the 
leaders of Hanoi considered the presence of American 
troops in support of the Diem regime to have been the in­
itial military breach of the Geneva Agreements concern­
ing foreign troops, and they remind us that they did not 
begin to send in any large number of supplies or men 
until American forces had moved into the tens of 
thousands. 

Hanoi remembers how our leaders refused to tell us the 
truth about the earlier North Vietnamese overtures for 
peace, how we claimed that none existed when they had 
clearly been made. Ho Chi Minh has watched as America 
has spoken of peace and built up its forces , and now he 
has surely heard the increasing international rumors of 
American plans for an invasion of the North. Perhaps 
only his sense of humor and irony can save him when he 
hears the most powerful nation of the world speaking of 
his aggression as it drops thousands of bombs on a poor, 
weak nation more than 8,000 miles away from its shores. 

Siding with wealthy against poor 
At this point I should make it clear that while I have 

tried in these last few minutes to give a voice tQ the voice­
less on Vietnam and to understand the arguments of those 
who are called enemy, I am as deeply concerned about 
our own troops there as anything else. For it occurs to me 
that what we are submitting them to in Vietnam is not 
simply the brutalizing process that goes on in any war 
where armies face each other and seek to destroy. We are 
adding cynicism to the process of death, for they must 
know after a short period there that none of the things we 
claim to be fighting for are really involved. Before long 
they must know that their government has serlt them into 
a struggle among Vietnamese, and the more sophisticated 
surely realize that we are on the side of the wealthy and 
the secure while we create a hell for the poor. 

Somehow this madness must cease. I speak as a child 
of God and a brother to the suffering poor of Vietnam. I 
speak for those whose land is being laid waste, whose 
homes are being destroyed , whose culture is being sub­
verted. I speak for the poor of America who are paying 
the double price of smashed hopes at home and death and 
corruption in Vietnam. I speak as a citizen of the world, 
for the world as it stands aghast at the path we have 
taken. I speak as an American to the lea(iers of my own 
nation. The great initiative in this war is ours. The initia­
tive to stop it must be ours. 

This is the message of the great Buddhist leaders of 
Vietnam. Recently one of them wrote these words: 

"Each day the war goes on, the hatred increases in the 
heart of the Vietnamese and .in the hearts of those of 
humanitarian instinct. The Americans are forcing even 
their friends into becoming their enemies. It is curious 
that the Americans, who calculate so carefully on the 
possibilities of military victory , do not realize that in the 
process they are incurring deep psychological and politi­
cal defeat. T he image of America will never again be the 
image of revolution, freedom, and democracy , but the 
image of violence and militarism." 

If we continue there will be no doubt in my mind and 
in the mind of the world that we have no honorable inten­
tions in Vietnam. It will become clear that our minimal 
expectation is to occupy it as an American colony, and 
men will not refrain from thinking that our maximum 
hope is·to goad China into a war so that we may bomb her 
nuclear installations. If we do not stop our war against the 
people of Vietnam immediately, the world will be left 
with no other alternative than to see this as some horribly 
clumsy and deadly game we have decided to play . 

The world now demands a maturity of America that we 
may not be able to achieve. It demands that we admit that 
we have been wrong from the beginning of our adventure 
in Vietnam, that we have been detrimental to the life of 
the Vietnamese people. 

Halt war 
In order to atone for our sins and errors in Vietnam, we 

should take the initiative in bringing a halt to this tragic 
war.·· I would like to suggest five concrete things that our 
government should do immediately to begin the long and 
difficult process of extricating ourselves from this night­
marish conflict: 

• End all bombing in North and South Vietnam. 
• Declare a unilateral cease-fire in the hope that such 

action will create the atmosphere for negotiation. 
• Take immediate steps to prevent other battlegrounds 

in Southeast Asia by curtailing our military buildup in 
Thailand and our interference in Laos . 

• Realistically accept the fact that the National Liber­
ation Front has substantial support in South Vietnam and 
must thereby play a role in any meaningful negotiations 
and in any future Vietnam government. 

• Set a date that we will remove all foreign troops 
from Vietnam in accordance with the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements. 

Part of our ongoing commitment might well express it­
self in an offer to grant asylum to any Vietnamese who 
fears for his life under a new regime which included the 
Liberation Front. Then we must make what reparations 
we can for the damage we have done. We must provide 



the medical aid that is badly needed, making it available 
in this country if necessary. 

Meanwhile we in the churches and synagogues have a 
continuing task while we urge our government to disen­
gage itself from a disgraceful commitment. We must 
continue to raise our voices if our nation persists in its 
perverse ways in Vietnam. We must be prepared to 
match actions with words by seeking out every creative 
means of protest possible . 

As we counsel young men concerning military service 
we must clarify for them our nation's role in Vietnam and 
challenge them with the alternative of conscientious ob­
jection . I am pleased to say that this is the path now being 
chosen by more than 70 students at my own alma mater, 
Morehouse College, and I recommend it to all who find 
the American course in Vietnam a dishonorable and un­
just one . Moreover, I would encourage all ministers ·of 
draft age to give up their ministerial exemptions and seek 
status as conscientious objectors. These are the times for 
real choices and not false ones. We are at the moment 
when our lives must be placed on the line if our nation is 
to survive its own folly . Every man of humane convic­
tions must decide on the protest that best suits his convic­
tions, but we must all protest. 

There is something seductively tempting about stop­
ping there and sending us all off on what in some circles 
has become a popular crusade against the war in Viet­
nam. I say we must enter that struggle, but I wish to go on 
now to say something even more disturbing. The war in 
Vietnam is but a symptom of a far deeper malady within 
the American spirit, and if we ignore this sobering reality 
we will find ourselves organizing Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned committees for the next generation. They will 
be concerned about Guatemala and Peru . They will be 
concerned about Thailand and Cambodia . They will be 
concerned about Mozambique and South Africa. We will 
be marching for these and a dozen other names and at­
tending rallies without end, unless there is a significant 
and profound change in American life and policy . Such 
thoughts take us beyond Vietnam, but not beyond our 
calling as children of the living God . 

On wrong side of world revolution 
In 1957 a sensitive American official overseas said that 

it seemed to him that our nation was on the wrong side of 
a world revolution. During the past 10 years we have 
seen emerge a pattern of suppression which now has jus­
tified the presence of U.S. military "advisers" in Ven­
ezuela. This need to maintain social stability for our in-

-vestments accounts for the counterrevolutionary action of 
American forces in Guatemala. It tells why American 
helicopters are being used against guerrillas in Colombia 
and why American napalm and Green Beret forces have 
already been active against rebels in Peru . It is with such 
activity in mind that the words of the late John F. Ken­
nedy come back to haunt us. Five years ago he said, 
"Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will 
make violent revolution inevitable. " 

Increasingly , by choice or by accident, this is the role 
our nation has taken- the role of those who make peace­
ful revolution impossible by refusing to give up the 
privileges and the pleasures that come from the immense 
profits of overseas investment. 

I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of 
the world revolution , we as a nation must undergo a rad­
ical revolution of values . We must rapidly begin the shift 
from a "thing-oriented" society to a "person-oriented" so­
ciety. When machines and computers, profit motives and 
property rights are considered more important than 
people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and mil­
itarism are incapable of being conquered . 

A true revolution of values will soon cause us toques­
tion the fairness and justice of many of our past and pre­
sent policies. On the one hand we are called to play the 
Good Samaritan on life's roadside; but that will be only 
an initial act. One day we must come to see that the 
whole Jericho Road must be transformed so that men and 
women will not be constantly beaten and robbed as they 
make their journey on life's highway . 

True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beg­
gar; it is not haphazard and superficial. It comes to see 
that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructur­
ing. 

Glaring contrast of poverty and wealth 
A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on 

the glaring contrast of poverty and wealth . With right­
eous indignation, it will look across the seas and see indi­
vidual capitalists of the West investing huge sums of 
money in Asia, Africa, and South America , only to take 
the profits out with no concern for the social betterment 
of the countries, and say: "This is not just." It will look at 
our alliance with the landed gentry of Latin America and 
say: "This is not just." The W~stern arrogance of feeling 
that it has everything to teach others and nothing to learn 
from them is not just. 

A true revolution of values will lay hands on the world 
order and say of war: 'This way of settling differences is 
not just." This business of burning human beings with 
napalm, of filling our nation's homes with orphans and 

widows , of injecting poisonous drugs of hate into the 
veins of peoples normally humane, of sending men home 
from dark and bloody battlefields physically handicapped 
and emotionally deranged , cannot be reconciled with 
wisdom, justice , and love. A nation that continues year 
after year to spend more money on military defense than 
on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual 
death . 

America, the richest and most powerful nation in the 
world, can well lead the way in this revolution of values. 
There is nothing, except a tragic death wish, to prevent us . 
from reordering our priorities, so that the pursuit of peace 
will take precedence over the pursuit of war. There is 
nothing to keep us from molding a recalcitrant status quo 
with bruised hands until we have fashioned it into a 
brotherhood. 

This kind of positive revolution of values is our best 
defense against communism. War is not the answer. 
Communism will never be defeated by the use of atomic 
bombs or nuclear weapons. Let us not join those who 
shout war and through their misguided passions urge the 
United States to relinquish its participation in the United 
Nations . These are days which demand wise restraint and 
calm reasonableness . 

We must not call everyone a communist or an appeaser 
who advocates the seating of Red China in the United Na­
tions and who recognizes that hate and hysteria are not 
the final answers to the problem of these turbulent days. 
We must not engage in a negative anti-communism , but 
rather in a positive thrust for democracy , realizing that 
our greatest defense against communism is to tale offen­
sive action in behalf of justice. We must with positive ac­
tion seek to remove those conditions of poverty, inse­
curity, and injustice which are the fertile soil in which the 
seed of communism grows and develops . 

Support to revolution of oppressed 
These are revolutionary times . All over the globe men 

are revolting against old systems of exploitation and op­
pression, and out of the wombs of a frail world new sys­
tems of justice and equality are being born . The shirtless 
and barefoot people of the land are rising up as never be­
fore : "The people who sat in darkness have seen a great 
light." 

We in the West must support these revolutions . It is a 
sad fact that, because of comfort , complacency, a morbid 
fear of communism, and our proneness to adjust to injus­
tice, the Western nations that initiated so much of the rev­
olutionary spirit of the modern world have now become 
the arch anti-revolutionaries . This has driven many to 
feel that only Marxism has the revolutionary spirit. 
Therefore, communism is a judgment against our failure 
to make democracy real and follow through on the revo­
lutions that we initiated . 

Our only hope today lies in our ability to recapture the 
revolutionary spirit and go out into a sometimes hostile 
world declaring eternal hostility to poverty, racism, and 
militarism . With this powerful commitment we shall 
boldly · challenge the status quo and unjust mores and 
thereby speed the day when "every valley shall be 
exalted , and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight and the rough 
places plain. " 

A genuine revolution of values means in the final anal­
ysjs that our loyalties must become ecumenical rather 
than sectional. Every nation must now develop an over­
riding loyalty to mankind as a whole in order to preserve 
the best in their individual societies. 

This call for a worldwide fellowship that lifts neigh­
borly concern beyond one ' s tribe, race, class, and nation 

Letters 
I found the article on Kate Richards O'Hare in the De­

cember issue of the International Socialist Review (Dec. 
20, 1985, Militant) very informative. Erling Sannes has 
dug up a lot of facts on this remarkable socialist agitator 
that will be new to most ISR readers. 

There was one serious problem with the article, how­
ever, that deserves to be noted . No differentiation is 
made between the early period of O'Hare's life as a left­
wing socialist and her later years as a liberal reformer. 

As a result, one could unfortunately get the impression 
that there was a continuity between the two phases of her 
life and that both were progressive . 

In her later years O'Hare abandoned the socialist per­
spective of overturning capitalism and tried to reform the 
system. She concentrated her efforts on improving the 
capitalist prison system, including serving for a time as 
an official administering California's prisons. This activ­
ity had nothing in common with the revolutionary 
socialism of her early years nor with the approach of the 
revolutionary workers ' movement to capitalist courts and 
prisons . 

Class-struggle fighters defend our fellow workers be­
hind bars , who are branded as "criminals" by the only 
true criminal class- the capitalist rulers . We take their 
side against prison guards and administrators just as. we 
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is in reality a call for an all-embracing and unconditional 
love for all men. This oft misunderstood and misinter-

preted concept, so readily dismissed by the Nietzches of 
the world as a weak and cowardly force , has now become 
an absolute necessity for the survival of man . · 

When I speak of love I am not speaking of some senti­
mental and weak response . I am speaking of that force 
which all of the great religions have seen as the supreme 
unifying principle of life. Love is somehow the key that 
unlocks the door which leads to ultimate reality. This 
Hindu-Moslem-Christian-Jewish-Buddhist belief about 
.ultimate reality is summed up in the first epistle of Saint 
John: 

':Let us love one another; for love is God and everyone 
that loveth is born of God and knoweth God . He· that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for God Is love . If we love 
one another~ God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
in us." · 

Let us hope that this spirit will become the order of the 
day. We can no longer afford to worship the God of Hate 
or bow before the altar of retaliation . The oceans of his­
tory are made turbulent by the ever-rising tides of hate . 
History is cluttered with the wreckage of nations and in­
dividuals that pursued this self-defeating path of hate. As 
Arnold Toynbee says: "Love is the ultimate force that 
makes for the saving choice of life and good against the 
damning choice of death and evil. Therefore the first 
hope in our inventory must be the hope that love is goirig 
to have the last .word ." 

Time to act 
We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. 

We are confronted with the fierce urgency of now . In this 
unfolding conundrum of life and history there is such a 
thing as being too late. 

Procrastination is still the thief of time . Life often 
leaves us standing bare , naked and dejecJed, with a lost 
opportunity. The "tide in the affairs of men" does not re­
main at the flood ; it ebbs. We may cry out desperately for 
time to pause in her, passage, but time is deaf to every 
plea and rushes on. Over the bleached bones and jumbled 
residue e>f numerous civilizations are written the pathetic 
words: "Too late." 

There is an invisible book of life that faithfully records 
our vigilance or our neglect. "The moving finger writes, 
and· having written moves on .. . . "We still have a choice 
today: nonviolent coexistence or violent coannihi1ation .' 

We must move past indecision to action . We must find 
riew ways to speak for peace in Vietnam and justice 
throughout the developing world - a world that borders 
on our doors . If we do not act we shall surely be dragged 
down the long, dark , and shameful corridors of time re­
served for those who possess power without compassion, 
might without morality, and strength without sight. 

Now let us begin . Now let us rededicate ourselves to 
the long and bitter- but beautiful- struggle for a new 
world . This is the calling of the children of God, and our 
brothers and sisters wait eagerly for our response. Shall 
we say the odds are too great? Shall we tell them the 
struggle is too hard? Will our message be that the forces 
of American life militate against their arrival as full men, 
and we send our deepest regrets? 

Or will there be another message , of longing, of hope, 
of solidarity with their yearnings, of commitment to their 
cause, whatever the cost? The choice is ours, and though 
we might prefer it otherwise we must choose in this cru­
cial moment of human history . 

do against the cops and courts. The prisons and their of­
ficials are part of the apparatus the capitalist exploiters 
use to repress the exploited and oppressed. We call for 
abolishing this apparatus, not reforming it. · 

The sharp turning point in O'Hare's life came in the af­
termath of the October 1917 Russian revolution. This 
momentous event shook up the Socialist Party and the hi­
dustrial Workers of the World in the United States. Splits 
and regroupment led to the formation of the Communist 
Party, which began the process of seriously building a 
Marxist workers' party for the first time in the United 
States. 

The CP was set up in 1919 while O'Hare was in 
prison. On her release in 1920 she refused to join the new 
party . This was part of her turn against the· Russian revo­
lution. 

The founding of the new Communist Party represented 
a dividing · line . Those who had been revolutionary 
socialists and syndicalists could onl~ continue as revolu-. 
tionists by becoming part of this party and its develop­
ment. 

Many of those who rejected this course became refor­
mists and liberals . That's what happened to Kate O'Hare. 
Doug Jenness 
New York, N .Y. 
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Luis CarriOn on legacy of Carlos Fonseca 

Carlos Fonseca 

Continued from ISR/3 
Nicaraguan people's government - a government 
legitimized through a popular insurrection and ratified 
last year in the Treest and most honest elections in Nica­
ragua's history. The United States government systemat­
ically blockades, sabotages, and impedes the advance of 
all efforts for peace, be they efforts being made by the 
Contadora Group, 1 or other means. 

The United States doesn't want peace . The United 
States wants the destruction of the Nicaraguan revolu­
tion . They want to destroy people's power. They want to 
force our country to become a pawn of their imperial pol­
icies. 

As long as this obstinate ani-tude persists , and these ag­
gressive policies continue, peace will not be possible . 
We Sandinistas, we Nicaraguans, will continue to fight 
as we have up until now, with all the means within our 
reach, to defend peace, our lives, our survival as an inde­
pendent nation, and out democracy, which is beginning 
to consolidate itself. · 

As long as these criminal and aggressive policies con­
tinue, no one has the right to deny the Nicaraguan people 
the right to arm themselves by whatever means possible 
to defend their national sovereignty and independence . 

Policy of aggression has failed 
But despite millions of dollars invested by the North 

American government in attacks against Nicaragua, the 
many strategies and tactics designed in their citadels Of 
conspiracy, and the will of the mightiest imperialist' 
power, the imperialist policy of aggression has failed ut-
rerly. _ 

Nothing the United States has done has been able to 
shake the power of the people. The people's power re­
mains unshaken, and each day it is consolidated more 
and more. The difficulties and acts of aggression have 
served to strengthen the people's morale and decision to 
fight. Meanwhile, the mercenary army has suffered seri­
ous setbacks and shows clear signs of exhaustion and de­
moralization. To the same degree that the imperialists are 
determined to destroy us, the Nicaraguan people are de­
termined to survive and be victorious . 

However, the war and acts of aggression have had pro­
found and dramatic consequences for the life of the 
people. 

This is not a small war . We confront a war of great 
magnitude . Almost 12,000 Nicaraguans have died as a 
result of imperialist policies, and many thousands have 
been wounded . Tens of thousands of families have been 
left homeless, without being able to work normally. 

Hundreds of millions of dollars in direct and indirect 
material damages are a product of the military aggres­
sion . Tens of thousands of combatants- students , work­
ers, people from the countryside- have been mobilized 
to fight the aggression . Billions of cordobas have been 
invested in milrtary defense . 

These . are just some of the consequences of the im­
perialist aggression. 

The scarcity of many consumer products, the tremend­
ous inflation we suffer, the crisis in various productive 
sectors, the big financial dislocations, in short, the eco-

I . The Contadora Group is made up of the governments ofCol­
omhia, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela. 
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nomic distortions and the deterioration in the people's 
standard of living are the direct result of this savage ag­
gression and a clear indication that we don't live under 
normal conditions . 

People's lives profoundly affected 
The entire life of the Nicaraguan people has been 

upset, disrupted, and profoundly affected by the im-
perialist aggression . . · 

The extraordinary measures that the Sandinista Front 
and the revolutionary government have taken are nothing 
more than coming to grips with the extraordinary situa­
tion caused by the imperialist aggression . 

The North American government alone is responsible 
for the tears of our mothers, the anguish of our children, 
the thousands of orphans, the economic difficulties we 
face, the scarcity and the hardships. 

Faced with this kind of aggression, normal life is im­
possible. All the efforts we had begun to make to rapidly 
improve the quality of life for the people, to satisfy the 
people's,historic demands, came up against this inescap­
able reality, this colossal aggression . It prevents us from 
making progress in realizing our economic and social 
goals as quickly as we had wanted to . 

Furthermore, the aggression has set back some of the 
social gains we had already made . It'"s a fact that , with 
the beginning of the mercenary war, the range of our edu­
cational services has decreased. It's a fact that in many 
communities where the triumph of the revolution brought 
with it the first teachers, those teachers are no longer 
there . It's a fact that the illiteracy rate has begun to rise. 
And it's a fact that many of the gains made in the field of 
people ' s health have deteriorated . 

These are the results of the imperialist aggression 
against our people . Because of this war, we cannot ad­
vance in terms of raw materials, education , health, hous­
ing, social welfare, and economic development as fast as 
we would have liked. The economic and social goals we 
set for ourselves must necessarily be modest given the 
fragile, dependent economy we inherited, disruption 
caused by the war, and the international economic crisi~ . 

Defending the revolution 
At this txtraordinarily ,~ifficult time . we strjve mai!ll.,Y 

for the survival of the civilian population and the 
strengthening and consolidation of the defense of the rev­
olution . Our national priority is and will continue to be 
the total defeat of the mercenary army . We are com­
pletely convinced that the mobilization of the entire 
people in defense is, today, the guarantee of the gains of 
the revolution and of future economic and social develop­
ment. The military victories that the people and their 
army have achieved must be deepened to accelerate the 
smashing of the enemy to be able consequently to put 
more and more material, technical, and human resources 
toward our economic and social goals . _ 

As long as the war continues on its present scale, it will 
not be possible for us to put enough resources into social 
welfare to make gains . And if we don't guarantee the de~ 
fense of the country and of the revolution we could lose 
the possibility of making these gains in the future . 

This is the price of the imperialist aggression . This is 
the price being paid by the people . But this isalso the 
means by which we will prevent the productive and so­
cial gains that the people have made from being over­
turned. 

So we propose to defend and maintain what we have 
achieved and to advance as we defeat the military aggres­
sion . 

We need to allocate our resources in a more organized 
and orderly fashion and in accordance with the priorities 
imposed on us by the imperialist aggression . We must in­
crease discipline at every level: in the state institutions, in 
industrial enterprises, in the colleges and universities, in 
the hospitals. We need to continue struggling to get 
maximum use out of the limited resources that can be ear­
marked for economic and social activities and to improve 
the quality of our productive efforts. In short, to guaran­
tee the s'urvival of the people and to assure the complete 
defeat of the mercenary army as quickly as possible. 

Our enemies hope to turn the revolution off course and 
force the Sandinista Front and the people to renounce 
their goals and historic program. They hope to isolate the 
revolution from its friends throughout the world . 

Popular roots of revolution 
Nevertheless , the very difficult circumstances we are 

living through confirm that the strength of our revolution 
comes precisely from its popular charac~er and that deep­
ening its popular roots, its alliance with the working class 
and most humble sectors of the population, is the only 
road forward. 

Whatever happens, the Sandinista National-Liberation 
Front will never stray from that path . The workers of 
town and country, the humble peasants, our heroic 

youth, the patriotic technicians and professionals are the 
engine and armor of the revolution. The revolution be­
longs to them. They have steadfastly defended it with 
their blood and sacrifices. 

The Sandinista National Liberation Front is their or­
ganization . It is their political party. It is their revolution­
ary vanguard . The Sandinista Front and the people of 
Nicaragua are not afraid of threats. Nor do they weaken 
in the face of difficulties : 

Let our enemies take note that their attacks only serve 
to redouble our decision to fight and our will to defend 
and strengthen the power of the people and the uncon­
querable sovereignty and dignity of Nicaragua. 

Our enemies should know that their attacks will never 
divide the Sandinista National Liberation Front from the 
people. On the contrary, the difficulties and economic 
and military attacks only serve to strengthen unity be­
tween the people and its vanguard. 

A crucial task in the defense of the revolution and the 
national economy is coming up in the next few weeks . 
The coffee harvest is approaching - rather, it has al­
ready begun. 

Right now coffee is Nicaragua'smost importantexport 
product. From coffee we get the biggest portion of the 
foreign exchange the country uses to function. This is in 
spite of efforts by the mercenary bands to destroy the in­
frastructure of the coffee industry and to prevent the oof­
fee crop from being harvested for the past three years . 

In each of these last three years, the coffee harvest has 
become a great political, military , and economi<; battle 
between the people and its enemies . And in each of the 
last three years , the people have won the battle . 

Once again, we commit ourselves to this battle. The 
national leadership of the Sandinista National Liberation 
Front calls on the entire Nicaraguan people - on the 
youth, state officials, the cedesistas, farm workers, in­
dustrial workers , and on peasants .- to mobilize deci­
sively, whether individually or organized in voluntary 
brigades, to carry out the battle ·for coffee. We will be 
carrying out this battle under much more favorable condi­
tions than in previous years now that the mercenary 
forces have suffered military blows affecting them on a 
strategic level and now that the armed counterrevolution 
has been put on the defensive by the combatants of the 
peOple~ '; > . '·' ,_ ···- . '" , < 

Let's go and harvest the coffee crop with enthusiasm 
and discipline. Let's mobilize to collect the last bean of 
coffee. Let's mobilize with the goal of increasing the 
yield of every coffee picker, with the will to work the 
maximum number of hours, with the will to be victorious 
in this new battle for the coffee harvest. This is a vital 
part of the defense of the revolution. 

The national leadership calls especially on all members 
of the Sandinista National Liberation Front and on all 
Sandinistas, to lead through their example in successfully 
carrying out the tasks at hand, to reaffirm that being a 
militant means not just carrying a membership card, but 
the capacity to be in the front lines of the people's struggle. 

We call on all our members and militants to be first in 
the mobilization to bring in the coffee crop and to set an 
example in the coffee fields . We call on our militants to 
be the first in defending the country and in successfully 
carrying out the tasks set forth by the national leadership 
-the 12 points addressed to the working class2 - and to 
strengthen our unity with the people as they carry out 
each one of these tasks. 

We call on all our members to listen to, feel, and un­
derstand the people's state of mind, needs, and problems, 
to unite as one fist with the Nicaraguan people. This will 
strengthen the unity of the people and the vanguard in 
order to successfully carry out all the revolutionary tasks. 

In this anniversary of the death in combat of Comman­
der Carlos Fonseca and the anniversary of the founding 
of our organization, we Sandinistas reaffirm once again 
that the example and legacy of Carlos and Sandino will 
continue to be the guide for our daily conduct. Their 
strength, patriotism, and revolutionary commitment will 
be reaffirmed every day on the battlefield, in production , 
in services to the people , in all trenches where you find a 
Sandinista under the slogan: Free homeland- or death! 

2. On May Day 1985, the National Directorate of the FSLN 
proposed to the Nicaraguan people 12 tasks in defense of the 
revolution . 

2 bulletins on the Black struggle: 
Independent Black Political Action: 1954-78. The 
struggle to break with the Democratic and Repub­
lican parties. $3.50. The National Black Indepen­
dent Political Party. An Important Step Forward 
for Blacks and Other American Workers. $1.25 . 
Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., New 
York, N.Y. 10014. Please include 75 cents for post­
age and handling. 



-BUILDING ANTI-APARTHEID AND ANTIWAR AcriONS----
Shell boycott 
announced 
BYIKENAHEM 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A 
crowded news conference heard 
United Auto Workers President 
Owen Bieber announce that the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council had 
voted to throw its weight behind a 
boycott of Shell Oil Co. products. 
This action is "part of an interna­
tional labor movement protest of 
the multinational corporation's re­
pressive treatment of Black work­
ers in South Africa and its refusal 
to take positive action against 
apartheid," he said. 

newly established National Labor 
Committee on South Africa. The 
committee will coordinate the 
labor campaign against Shell . Be­
sides Bieber, the group also in­
cludes seven other national presi­
dents of AFL-CIO-affiliated 
unions. 

join the Free South Africa Move­
ment and the unions to show 
where the American people stand. 
The women's movement is abso­
lutely with you." 

Also speaking at the news con­
ference were union presidents 
Kenneth Blaylock, American Fed­
eration of Government Employ­
ees; John Joyce, International 
Union of Bricklayers and Allied 
Craftsmen; and Mary Futrell , Na­
tional Education Association. 
Others present were William 
Lucy, Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists; · Joselyn Williams, 
Washington, D. C., Metropolitan 
Central Labor Council; Rep. Pat­
ricia Schroeder (0--Colo. ); and 
Rep. Parren Mitchel (D-Md.). 

The December II Baltimore 
Sun carried a commentary about 
the PGA golfers by Mike Littwin 
titled "In Sun City , these men's 
only reaction is greed." 

Littwin writes, "They filled 
their pockets with South African 
gold and fled. They didn 't consid­
er what their actions signify. They 
took the money and ran." They 
were . Lee Trevino, Bernhard 
Langer, Steve Ballesteros, Mark 
O'Meara, Lanny Wadkins, T.C. 
Chen, David Graham, Hubert 
Green, Sandy Lyle, and Denis 
Watson. 

Baseball for Peace 
tours Nicaragua 
BY CURlS RICHARDSON 

On December 28 ~ group of 
baseball fans from the United 
States left for Nicaragua. The 
tour, called Baseball for Peace, 
was to distribute equipment to 
Nicaraguan youth and play exhibi­
tion games with local teams, in­
cluding some sponsored by Nica­
ragua's National Union of Farmers 
and Ranchers. 

"Royal Dutch Shell's supply of 
oil to the South African govern­
ment is a strategic pillar support­
ing the apartheid regime. Without 
the support of Royal Dutch Shell 
and other large transnational cor­
porations, the economic founda­
tion of apartheid will collapse," 
said Trumka. How much gold did they take at 

Sun City? 

The tour was organized by Jay 
Feldman, a freelance writer from 
Winters, California. The idea 
came about after a trip to Nicara­
gua last summer by Dianne Cal­
lum, Feldman's wife. 

National Organization for 

Bieber announced that he and 
United Mine Workers President 
Richard Trumka will cochair the 

Women President Eleanor Smeal 
said, "It is time to show that this 
country will not tolerate racism 
here and abroad. We are proud to 

· Randall Robinson, cochair of 
the Free South Africa Movement, 
stressed that the central focus will 
be on Royal Dutch Shell. The 
campaign is addressed to all U.S . 
corporations doing business in 
South Africa. Their "$15 billion 
investment props up the most vic­
ious system in our world since 
Nazi Germany." 

The breakdown is like this: 
Langer, who won the golf tourna­
ment , snatched $300,000, and the 
others were guaranteed a mini­
mum of $50,000 for showing and 
playing in South Africa's Las 
Vegas. 

Callum observed young Nicara­
guans playing baseball using tree 
branches as bats to hit a ball 
fashioned from rolled-up socks. 
She convinced Feldman that a 
shipment of basel:>all equipment 
from the United States would go a 
long way toward promoting peace. 

Bieber urged all workers to cut 
up their Shell Oil credit cards and 
send them to the AFL-CIO na­
tional headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C. ' 

Who plays 
Sun City? 

s'o there wouldn't be any protest 
against their actions before the 
tournament, the names of the I 0 
players were kept secret until a 
few days before the golf match. 

Lee Elder, who in 1975 became 
the first Black to play in the Mas­
ters, stated that "I personally be­
lieve the guys made a mistake in 
·going" to Sun City . "They went at 
a very inopportune time and they 
know the situation there. 

"I feel a person of Lee Tre­
vino' s status is certainly one who 
should not have competed," said 
Elder. " I say this very strongly 
with him .being a member of a 
minority and him knowing the 

· troubles minorities are going 
through." 

Feldman put out a flier and re­
ceived support from fellow mem­
bers of the Society for American 
Baseball Research , as well as con­
tributions from athletes and teams. 

The San Francisco Giants and 
the Oakland A's have donated 
equipment. Guy Benjamin, the 
former National Football League 
quarterback who now is director of 
Athletes United For Peace, prom­
ised that his group would send a 
representative. Julio Gonzalez, 
who handles Spanish-language 
broadcasts for the A's and Giants, 
arranged for a delivery of baseball 
gear to youth in his hometown of 
Matagalpa in Nicaragua. 

Militant/Ike Nahem 
From left to right: Randall Robinson, Richard Trumka, and Owen 
Bieber at press conference to announce Shell boycott. 

In the Dec. 10, 1985, Chicago 
Defender, a Black daily, there was 
an article on the sports page head­
lined "U.S. golfers in South Af­
rica blasted ." It reported on a re­
cent visit to South Africa's Sun 
City by I 0 members of the Profes­
sional Golfers Association (PGA) 
to play in the Sun City One Mil­
lion Dollar Challenge. 

He also said that it was wrong 
for the PGA to allow U.S. golfers 
to compete in South Africa, and he 
will raise the issue at the organiza­
tion's next meeting. 

For further information- or to 
make a donation , call (916) 795-
4818 . 

Cuba's role in United Nations' terrorism debate 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

In mid-December U.S . Secretary of 
State George Shultz was in London urging 
Washington's European allies to contribute 
more to counterrevolutionary military op­
erations aimed at overthrowing the govern­
ments of Nicaragua, Angola, Kampuchea, 
and Afghanistan. At the very same time, 
U.S. government officials were cheering 
the adoption of a resolution by the United 
Nations General Assembly condemning 
"terrorism." 

This document, adopted December 9, 
was the result of a decade-long debate in 
the UN. The compromise resolution of­
fered a loose definition of "international 
terrorism;, as actions "which endanger or 
take innocent lives , jeopardize fundamen­
tal freedoms and seriously impair the dig­
nity of human beings." 

This compromise formula was worked 
out in the immediate aftermath of the 
November summit meeting between U.S . 
President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev . It was vague enough 
that in the final vote the resolution was 
adopted unanimously by governments par­
ticipating. 

This vote, however, did not reflect unan- . 
imous enthusiasm for the resolution . The 
heated debate leading up to the resolution's 
adoption centered around three drafts. One 
was sponsored by the U.S ., Spanish, and 
other imperialist regimes; another by the 
Cuban government; and the third by the 
Colombian delegation . 

A compromise was eventually agreed to 
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and submitted to the General Assembly's 
legal committee, which includes all 158 
voting members of the Assembly. 

The Cuban delegation, however, 
strongly disagreed with the deletion of any 
reference to "state terrorism." This omis­
sion was made in deference to the delega­
tions from the principal imperialist coun­
tries , including the United States. 

As a result, Cuba was alone in casting a 
dissenting vote in the December 6 session 
of the legal committee on a proposal to 
submit tlie compromise resolution to the 
General Assembl1. Israel and Burkina 
abstained. The other 118 participating gov­
ernments backed the proposal to submit the 
resolution. 

On the following day, a Havana Radio 
Progreso news broadcast reported that 
Cuba opposed "all resolutions on terrorism 
that do not include U.S. terrorism against 
Nicaragua, attempts by the CIA to assassi­
nate Cuban leaders, Israeli crimes in oc­
cupied territories, and South African acts 
against Angola and the so-called . Frontline 
countries." 

"The Cuban delegation," the news re-

port continued, "said the Cuban position is 
based firmly on principles, because Cuba 
believes that the United Nations, in ap­
proving a document on terrorism, must do 
so clearly and unequivocally so there will 
be no doubts ." 

During the discussion in the legal com­
mittee, representatives from Nicaragua, 
the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and sev­
eral Arab countries expressed regret that 
the resolution did not specifically condemn 
"state terrorism." 

Israel's objection to the resolution came 
from a totally different direction. Israeli 
UN Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu said 
the resolution attempted to "legitimize ter­
rorism" because it referred to the right of 
self-determination in such a way that it 
could be applied to Palestine. 

After losing the fight in the legal com- · 
mittee and clearly registering its position 
on the serious flaws in the resolution, the 
Cuban delegation voted for it in the Gen­
eral Assembly . 

Vernon Walters, chief U.S. delegate , 
called the UN vote "a symbol of new 

times." And Robert Rosenstock, another 
U.S. representative at the UN, called it a 
"major achievement of this session ." 

Praise also came from Oleg 
Troyanovsky , the chief Soviet delegate. "It 
is an important resolution," he said. "We 
support it all the way and wholeheartedly." 

The debate and vote on this resolution 
registered political opinions. But like other 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations, 
it is clearly unenforceable . · 

Just one day after the vote against "ter­
rorism," the UN Security Council went 
into emergency session at the request of the 
Nicaraguan government to deal with an act 
of U.S . state terrorism: the use of a SAM-7 
missile by CIA-organized mercenaries to 
shoot down a Nicaraguan helicopter, re­
sulting in the loss of 14 lives. 

This underlines the fact the Cuban dele­
gation spotlighted so clearly with its dis­
senting vote: that the chief terrorists in the 
world today are the imperialist govern­
ments , especially the one in Washing­
ton. From Intercontinental Pre8s 

Washington steps up pressure on Nicaragua 
Co~tinued from front page. 
tra war fai led to defeat the Nicaraguan rev­
olution: 

"You can use American military force, 
which is the last thing we wish to do, or 
you can surrender, which is, I would think , 
unacceptable not only to the administration 
but to Congress ." 

"We are applying strong pressure, di­
rectly and indirectly," to Nicaragua, Ab­
rams said ten days later in a guest column 
in the Times. 

Along with its military escalation, 
Washington is stepping up its efforts to iso­
late Nicaragua diplomatically. 

In recent weeks, the U.S . government 
has poured out a stream of frame-up 
charges against Nicaragua. 

On December 14, Reagan accused the 
Nicaraguan government of aiding guerril­
las who took over Colombia' s Palace of 
Justice November 6. The takeover ended 
when the Colombian military attacked the 
palace, taking more than 100 lives . 

Vernon Walters, U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations , followed up Reagan's lie 
with charges that Nicaragua was backing 
"terrorists" in Argentina and Uruguay . 

The .governments of Colombia, Argen­
tina, and Uruguay have established rela­
tively good relations with Nicaragua. The 
U.S. government' s charges are intended to 
put them on the spot. If they reject the 
frame-ups, their ties with Washington 
could be strained . And their access to des-

perately needed U.S. loans for their debt­
burdened economies could be made more 
difficult. 

In another move, President Reagan met 
with Mexican President Miguel de Ia Mad­
rid in Mexico City on January 3. The Mex­
ican government has provided economic 
aid to Nicaragua and has spoken out 
against U.S. intervention in Central Amer­
ica. But it desperately needs loans to keep 
up with interest payments on the $96 bil­
lion debt to U.S. and other imperialist 
bankers . Washington is seeking to use 
Mexico's economic crisis in an ongoing ef­
fort to blackmail de Ia Madrid into taking 
more distance from Nicaragua's revolu­
tionary government . 
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BY ANDREAGONZALEZ 

The FBI is continuing its intimidation 
and harassment campaign against support­
ers of independence for Puerto Rico. The 
island has been a colony of the United 
States since 1898. 

In the final weeks of 1985, FBI agents 
began visits to the homes and offices of in­
dependence activists. In some cases, 
agents claimed that the visits were to de­
liver lists of materials seized during the 
massive raid they carried out against the in­
dependence movement August 30 of last 
year. 

At that time, more than 200 armed FBI 
agents entered Puerto Rico. They raided 
homes and offices, closed down the proin­
dependence magazine Pensamiento Crft­
ico, and arrested II people. On the same 
day, the FBI arrested supporters of Puerto 
Rican independence in Dallas and Mexico. 

p. 
FBI intimidation continues to meet with 

resistance in Puerto Rico. When the FBI 
showed up at the home of Hilton Fermin­
dez, one of those arrested August 30, 
neighbors chanted, "Fuera el FBI!" (FBI 
out!). 

Prior to the beginning of this FBI cam­
paign, the December 19 issue of Claridad, 
the newspaper of the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party, published an article entitled "FBI 
Schemes New Arrests ." 

The article reported FBI plans for a new 
wave of repression and intimidation lead­
ing to the arrest of more supporters of 
Puerto Rican independence . 

According to the Claridad report, the 
FBI plans to accuse independence activists 
of taking part in the 1980 attack on the 
Muniz Air Base in which nine jets were de­
stroyed. The Macheteros announced they 
were responsible for that action. 

Claridad/Ricardo Alcaraz 
"Terrorist FBI out of Puerto Rico" reads banner at protest against FBI attack last 
August. FBI is continuing to harass and intimidate independence supporters. -

Those arrested were charged with par­
ticipating in the 1983 robbery of a Wells 
Fargo armored .truck in Connecticut. The 
FBI claims that they are members of the 
Macheteros (literally, machete wielders), a 
proindependence organization . 

In an attempt to intimidate other inde­
pendence activists, the FBI has sent out let­
ters warning them that their phones have 
been tapped; or that they had been recorded 
in cars that were bugged by the FBI; or that 
their names have been mentioned in con­
versations recorded by the police. 

Puerto Rican Independence Party 
drops demand for independence 

Agents have also paid an unannounced 
visit to Lucy Berrios Berrios and lvonne 
Melendez Carrion at the Metropolitan Cor­
rectiomil Center in New York City , where 
they are currently being held. They were 
among those arrested in the August 30 raid. 
Because the cops showed up without warn­
ing, the prisoners were prevented from 
having attorneys present. 

Lucy Le6n Pagan, whose husband, Luis 
Alfredo Colon Osorio, was also arrested in 
the raids, was interrogated by the FBI as 
she left Otisville Federal Prison after a 
holiday visit with him. . 

The FBI has also visited the family of 
Esperanza Martell, a leader of the Puerto 
Rican Committee Against Repression in 
New York City. The committee helps or­
ganize support for those arrested in the FBI 

BY ANDREA GONZALEZ 
The Puerto Rican Independence Party 

(PIP) , one of the largest proindependence 
organizations in Puerto Rico, has dropped 
the demand for the island's independence 
from U.S. colonial rule from its electoral 
platform. Puerto Rico has been a U.S. col­
ony since 1898. 

This change in the PIP's platform was 
reported in the Nov. 22, 1985, issue of 
Claridad, the newsweekly of the Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party. 

The call for independence had been the 
central point in the PIP' s electoral plat­
form . The PIP was formed when the 
capitalist Popular Democratic Party (PPD), 
the current ruling party on the island, 
dropped support for independence from its 
platform in preparation for the first elec­
tions, held in 1948. A !aye,~ ofPPD mem- . 
bers, dissatisfied with this change, formed' 
the PIP together with other supporters of 
independence. 

In the early 1950s, the newly formed PIP 
was second only to the PPD at the polls. It 

Do you know someone who reads Spanish? 
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Salvadoran union leader in 'PM' 
The National Federation of Sal­

vadoran Workers' Unions 
(FENASTRAS) was able to hold 
its 17th national convention 
openly, in a downtown San Sal­
vador hotel, November 7-9. Some 
300 delegates, as well as obser­
vers from other union federations 
and the international labor move­
ment, attended the gathering. 

A highlight of the meeting was 
the address by El Salvador's best­
known trade union leader, Hector 
Recinos. Recinos was arrested in 
1980 with nine other leaders of 
the electrica l workers' union 
(STECEL) and was held in jail 
until his release last year follo'Y­
ing an international protest ca m­
paign. Since his release Recinos 
has been in exile in Europe. 

The current issue of Perspectiva 
Mundial contains the text of the 
speech by Recinos to the conven­
tion. It gives an account of the war 
and economic crisis in El Salvador 
and explains the situation facing 
the working class. 

Perspectiva M undial is the 
Spanish -language socia list maga­
zine that every two weeks brings · 
you the truth about the struggles of 
working people and the oppressed 
in the U.S. and a round the world. 
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helped organize the boycott of the 1951 
U.S.-called plebiscite on Puerto Rico's co­
lonial status, held while the island was 
under virtual martial ·law. 

In the 1960s the PIP played a prominent 
role in the revitalization of the indepen­
dence movement on the island. It partici­
pated in ·the mass movement against draft­
ing Puerto Rican youth to fight in the U.S . 
war in Vietnam. It also played an important 
role in the campaign at the time against the 
U.S. Navy's use of the Puerto Rican is­
lands of Culebra and Vieques for target 
practice. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, 
the PIP attracted many · radical-minded 
youth because of its active involvement in 
the big struggles taking place on the island. 
And it began to call for socialism. 

During this time, the PIP affiliated to the 
SocialistjnternatiooaL , , , . , , 
· In 1973 there was a split in the PIP, and 

since then its activity has been primarily 
participation in elections. Since the Puerto 

Rican Socialist Party did not field candi­
dates in the 1984 elections, the PIP's ticket 
was the only one advocating independence 
for the island. Many supporters of indepen­
dence therefore voted for the PIP as an ex­
pression of their support for independence. 
Ruben Berrios, the central leader of the 
PIP, received 200,000 votes in the elec­
tions , winning a seat in the colonial senate. 

Dropping the independence demand was 
presented by PIP ·leaders as a new strategy 
for the 1988 elections. They project cam­
paigning only for"honest and decent" gov­
ernment in those elections. 

According to this approach, after win­
ning an el~ctoral victory around the slogan 
for "honest and decent" government, the 
PIP would call a constituent assembly to 
resolve the problem of political status. This 
assembly would dec,id,e if the islal)d should 
continue under the current colonial subju­
gation, become a state inside the United · 
States, or become an independent nation. 

Investigation den1anded in 
racist murder in New Orleans 
BY ELIZABETH ZIERS 

NEW ORLEANS - The New Orleans 
Urban League, NAACP, a major radio sta­
tion, and a Black newsweekly have called 
on the district attorney to reopen the inves­
tigation of a vigilante-style muroer of a 
young Black man. 

The district attorney neither arrested nor 
brought charges against Gary Garfunkel , 
who is white, after he shot 23cyear-old 
Vernell Foster in the back on October 23 . 

Foster was unarmed when Garfunkel 
shot him three times in front ofGarfmikei's 
house . 

Garfunkel told cops he thoug~lt Foster 
was going to rob him. He claimed self-de­
fense because he had once been robbed. 
Neighbors stated that they rarely saw Gar­
funkel outside his house in the mostly 
Black neighborhood without a gun. They 
noted he was especially hostile toward 
youth. 

Mary Foster, Vemell Fos.ter's mother, 
explained at a Militant Forum on De­
cember 14 why she fi led a $5 million civil 

suit against Garfunkel. 
''I'm a fighter. I'm not going to rest until 

justice is done. This will give us the satis­
faction of knowing that we are people who 
do have rights ." 

The family's attorney, Marc Moria!, 
told the forum that the grand jury that in­
vestigated the racist killings was never 
given the coroner's report proving that Fos­
ter had been shot twice in the back. 

"This DA doesn't view the life of a poor 
Black man the same way in which he 
would someone else." 

The Urban League and the NAACP is­
sued a joint news conference statement 
calling for investigations by the district at­
torney, FBI, and the state and U.S . attor­
neys general. 

"The League and the NAACP say this 
killing of Foster and the grand jury's re­
fusal to indict his murderer is a travesty of 
justice that cannot be tolerated in our com­
munity," said Clarence Barney of the 
Urban League . 

Rising rents outstrip wage increases 
Have you had the feeling that your land­

lord has gotten richer while you have got­
ten poorer? Relax . You' re not hallucinat­
ing. 

At least half the families in the United 
States were paying 29 percent or more of 
their incomes on rent in 1983, the federal 
Census Bureau reported. In 1973, the fig­
ure was 22 percent. 

Half or more of families had been hit by 
rent increases of 137 percent or more, ·the 
same study reported. But the median in­
crease in fam ily income was only 79 per­
cent . 

Homeowners also suffered. Their hous­
ing costs amounted to 17 percent of income 
in 1974 and increased to 20 percent in 
1983. Monthly costs for mortgage pay­
ments , real estate taxes, insurance, and 
utilities rose 120 percent while their me­
dian income grew by 94 percent. 

The study only deals with those who 
have apartments and homes. The growing 
number of people who were Jorced into 
homelessness by rising rents and. other eco­
nomic attacks o n working people don ' t 
make it into these statistics. " , 



U.S. gov't increases 
support for 
South Africa rulers 
Continued from front page 
The UDF is the broad anti-apartheid coali­
tion that has organized many of the recent 
protests. 

But before the meeting could take place, 
Mayisa was murdered and his house fire­
bombed . The killing was attributed to a 
death squad that targets anti-apartheid ac­
tivists. 

In his trip to the Black township of 
Duduza, Crocker was accompanied by 
Anglican Bishop Simeone Nkoane . 
Nkoane opposes apartheid. They visited 
the wife of Joseph Thobela, who has been 
detained since August without charges 
under the state of emergency . Thobela's 
house had been firebombed and two of his 
daughters killed as the regime sought to 
stamp out the anti-apartheid struggle. 

Reporters and photographers who 
accompanied Crocker in the township were 
ordered to leave by the cops. Crocker him­
self sought to avoid the media. He said 
nothing to protest the evidence of the brutal 
repression he had seen . Of the murder of 
Mayisa, he said only, "It was terrible that 
this should happen." 

Gov't, bankers: 'silent understanding' 
Crocker's trip to South Africa coincided 

with that of Fritz Leutwiler, a Swiss banker 
assigned by the apartheid regime to 
negotiate the rescheduling of its $14 billion 
foreign debt. 

South Africa froze payments in August 
when U.S. banks demanded the immediate 
payment of short-term loans . The January 
13 Washington Post reported that, after 
meeting with the creditor banks in 
November, "Leutwiler said he would be 
unable to persuade the banks to accept a re­
scheduling agreement unless South Africa 
introduced significant political reforms. 

"He was sharply critical of the govern­
ment's failure to do -this ," 

Leutwiler now voices more-confidence 
that the imperialist banks will come to the 
white minority regime's aid. He predicted 
that U.S. banks would not publicly sign a 
rescheduling agreement, but might reach a 
"silent understanding" with the Botha gov­
ernment. 

'Hell of a program' 
The loan shark said the regime had a 

"very strong commitment" to reforming 
apartheid . "It is a hell of a program," he 

said . 
Leutwiler was referring to speeches by 

President Botha promising "new adapta­
tions" in the system of white supremacy. 
This government insists, however, that 
segregated education and housing , the 
Bantustan system, and restrictions on 
Blacks' freedom of movement will be pre­
served in any future reform plan . 

Above all, the South African rulers re­
ject majority rule based on the principle of 
one person, one vote. 

Leutwiler admitted that he had spoken 
only to Blacks who have accepted positions 
in the apartheid regime . He did not meet 
with anti-apartheid leaders, he said, be­
cause "I don't like people who are in favor 
of violence, and I don't like people who 
want a civil war." 

A delegation of six members of Con­
gress who went to South Africa on a fact­
finding tour got a less friendly reception 
than Crocker and Leutwiler. On January 7, 
they were barred from visiting imprisoned 
African National Congress leader Nelson 
Mandeta: Anti-apartheid leader Winnie 
Mandela, who is married to Nelson Man­
deJa, says he is now being held in solitary 
confinement. 

On January 13, a South African judge 
dismissed Winnie Mandela's appeal 
against an order barring her from the 
Johannesburg area. Her family home is in 
Soweto, outside Johannesburg. 

The congressional delegation met with 
President Botha January 8. According to 
U.S. Rep. William Gray, he was "unre­
sponsive, rude, and coarse." 

Tutu: 'break all ties' 
The latest developments highlight the 

importance of the U.S. rulers' continued 
political, diplomatic, economic, and mili­
tary support to the apartheid regime. In his 
recent three-week tour of the United States, 
Bishop Desmond Tutu voiced strong sup­
port for protests demanding an end to all 
U.S. ties with apartheid . 

According to the January 10 Washington 
Post , Tutu denounced Washington's sup­
port to the antigovernment terrorists in An­
gola "as indicative of the administration's 
alignment with the white regime in Pre­
toria ." 

U.S. capitalists' investments in South 
Africa total $2.3 billion. And U.S. big 
business has sunk nearly $5 billion in loans 

Hormel uses scabs to reopen plant 
Continued from front page 
Rudy Perpich to postpone a decision to ap­
point a fact finder to interpret a federal 
mediator's proposal on ending the strike. 

Union. members have voted down the 
proposal twice . It calls for a two-tier wage 
system, guts safety rights and the seniority 
system, and does not restore wage cuts un­
ilaterally imposed by the company in 1984. 

While the company failed to get a siza­
ble group of union members to return to 
work January 13, Hormel said it was be­
ginning to interview replacement workers 
the next day . 

The company claims to be besieged by 
phone calls from unemployed farmers and 
taconite miners seeking to replace the strik­
ers . 

Local P-9 plans to respond to Hormel's 
open union-busting by sending roving 
pickets in the near future to Hormel plants 
in Ottumwa, Iowa, and Fremont, Neb­
raska . The union also plans to call for a 
nationwide consumer boycott of Hormel 
products. 

In response to repeated efforts by the 
company and big-business media to por­
tray the strikers as violent, Local P-9 Pres­
ident Jim Guyette said, "We do not want a 
violent incident. We plan to take our fight 
around the country." 

The union is also taking legal action 
against the Hormel Foundation. The 2,000 
who attended the January 12 rally also 
heard a report from retired federaLjudge 
Miles Lord on the status of the suit. 

The foundation, a major stockholder in 

.. 
Hormel, was purportedly set up to ''be sure 
the control [of Hormel] will never be exec­
uted in a way which fails to keep the best 
interests of Austin and its surrounding 
community as its prime purpose." 

As Lord documented Hormel's crimes 
against the people of Austin, P-9 members 
repeatedly rose to their feet and cheered his 
indictment. 

Member of auto workers' union walks 
pkket line in solidarity with Hormel 
strikers on first day company used 
scabs. 

South African cops charge August demonstration demanding release of Nelson Man­
dela. 

into the apartheid regime. The United 
States is also South Africa's top trading 
partner. 

Washington sees the white minority 
government as a vitally needed cop for im­
perialist interests throughout southern Af­
rica. 

That is the root of "constructive engage­
ment" - the Reagan administration's 
name for the policy of supporting the apart-

heid regime that has been implemented for 
decades by the U.S . government. 

The minimal sanctions that Washington 
imposed on South Africa in October 1985 
showed the intense pressure Washington 
felt from the anti-apartheid movement in 
South Africa and around the world. But for 
the U.S. government these sanctions were 
a small concession aimed at preserving -
not ending- U.S. ties to apartheid. 

Toledo: abortion clinic hit 
by right-wing arson attack 
BY SARAH BUTTON 

TOLEDO - Arson caused an estimated 
$20,000 damage to the building of Toledo 
Medical Services, Inc . , an abortion clinic . 
Fire Chief Kenneth Harberson said the fire 
was started about I :45 a .m. on January I in 
the crawl space beneath the building's con­
crete floor and moved up the interior walls. 

An arson response team was called after 
police and fire fighters decided that the fire 
was suspicious. With temporary repairs, 
the clinic was able to resume normal func­
tioning shortly ~fter the attack. ,The clinic 
was the object of a previous right-wing at­
tack on Aug. I, 1985, when a firebomb 
was thrown through a window . 

The other two abortion clinics in Toledo, 
the Center for Choice and the Women's 
Clinic, received bomb threats on De­
cember 21. Another was received at the 
Center for Choice on January 2 during 
clinic hours. All the patients had to be 
evacuated, and it disrupted the afternoon's 
schedule. · 

Upon hearing about these attacks, the 
Toledo chapter of the National Organiza­
tion for Women (NOW) immediately came 
out with a statement condemning them: 

"Toledo NOW deplores the recent fires 
and bomb threats at local abortion clinics. 
These are the actions of those who lack re­
spect for the rights of others . These irre­
sponsible acts make us stronger in our re­
solve to keep abortion safe and legal. 
NOW will continue to work in peaceful, 
nonviolent ways to assure women their 
constitutional right to reproductive free~ 
dom . Women will not allow terrorists to 
impose their beliefs on others through vio­
lent tactics. We will not be coerced into al­
lowing others to make decisions for us, nor 
will we give up the right to decide whether 
or when to have children ." 

In further response to the attacks, NOW 
called a "Night of Outrage" for January 21 . 
This candlelight vigil will protest the at­
tacks and commemorate the deaths of · 
women who died from botche,d abortions 
before abortion was legal. 

NOW Action Vice-president Sherry 
O'Dell, and Lee Levine, vice-president of 
the Coalition of Labor Union Women, will 
both be speaking at a February 7 commem­
oration of the 1973 Supreme Couf\ deci­
sion legalizing abortion . 

Invaluable for anti-apartheid activists! 

The fall 1985 

'New 
International' 

The dynamics of 
revolution in South 
Africa is featured in 
the current issue of 
New International, a 
magazine of 
Marxist politics and 
theory. Fighters 
against apartheid, 
in the United States 
and other 
countries, will find 
valuable material 
here in equipping 
themselves 
politically to carry 

The Future Belongs 
to the Majority 

Speech by Oliver Tambo 

Why Cuban Volunteers 
Are in ARgoaa 

Speeches by Fidel Castro 

on the struggle. Articles and 
speeches by: Jack Barnes, a leader of the Socialist Workers Party; Oliver 
Tambo, president of the African National Congress of South Africa; Cuba's . 

· President Fidel Castro; and Ernest Harsch, managing editor of 
Intercontinental Press . Reprints South Africa's "Freedom Charter." 

Send $5 plus 75 cents handling and postage to New International, 14 Charles 
Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 
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-THE GREAT SOCIETY---------------
Battle weary - The tobacco 

industry took a dim view of the 
surgeon general's report, which 
said that smokers are 50 percent 

some more ." 

Quick, Meese, a poison pill­
Responding to reported govern­
ment plans to sell the Federal 
Housing Authority, the ACLU of­
fered to buy the Justice Dept. The 
civil liberties group said it had not 
decided on a price, but suggested 
its value was badly depressed. In 
fact, they said, "those with a long­
term investment in justice believe 
that the department is now .nearly 
bankrupt." 

Walske of the Atomic Industry 
Forum declared, "I think more and 
more people realize that nuclear 
plants are really good neighbors ." 

had a socko hit with its Renoir 
show . The 12~week gross was es­
timated at $9 million, with nearly 
half from gift shop items -
140,000 Renoir shopping bags at 
$2 a throw, 45 ,000 sweatshirts at 
$10.95, plus posters . etc . "I be­
lieve in private enterprise, and this 
is private enterprise in the arts," 
says the director. 

The Brazilian way - A Rio 
operator is offering deluxe custom 
coffins of stainless steel, plastic, 
and mirrors, and including $5,000 
worth of electronic gear (stereo 
with headphones, a buzzer alarm 
system for those buried alive, etc.) 
It makes no sense, he opines, "to 
pass eternity in a dreary, old­
fashioned coffin." 

Harry 
Ring. 

more likely to need health care 
than nonsmokers . From tobacco­
land in North Carolina, a state ag­
riculture official responded, 
"They won the Civil War, and · 
now they want to kick us around 

Sure, like Kerr-McGee - An 
accident at an Iowa chemical plant 
reportedly triggered execution of 
plans devised for use in the event 
of . an accident at a local nuke 
plant. Waxing enthusiastic , Carl 

One for our side - Edna 
Crimmins, 87, was 66 years on the 
job as an engineering clerk when 
the Maine Central Railroad trans­
ferred its operations to Mas­
sachusetts, and she decided not to 
go. The line denied her severance 
pay . Charging age discrimination, 
she complained to the Maine 
Human Rights Commission and 
won. Next step, negotiating a set­
tlement. 

March of American culture -
Boston's Museum of Fine Arts 

American way of death -The 
International Pet Cemetery As­
sociation has adopted standards 
for its members , including such 
items as assuring ongoing grounds 
care. The association reports there 
are now 400 "legitimate" pet 
cemeteries in the country and 
notes · an encouraging, steady 
growth in their numbers . 

Reading tip - A new mag, 
Private Cluhs, will aim at folk 
who are into joining city and coun­
.try clubs and relate to articles 
about caviar and steeplechasing. 
Anticipated annual subscriber in­
come will be about $144,000-
the sort "who don't hot her reading 
menu prices. 

-CALENDAR-----------------------------------
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Stop U.S. War Moves Against Libya. A pre­
sentation and discussion . Sat. , Jan . 18, 7:30 
p.m. 205 18th St. S. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (205) 323-
3079. 

CALIFORNIA 
Bay Area 
Socialist Educational Conference: Lessons of 
the Civil Rights Struggle. 

Class I . "Reconstruction, Migration, and 
the Fight for Equality ." Sat., Feb. I, II a.m. 

Class 2. "Rise of the Civil Rights Move­
ment," Sat., Feb. I, 2:30p.m. 

Speaker: Mac Warren, National Organization 
Secretary of Soo'ialist Workers Party . Transla­
tion to Spanish. 3284 23rd St. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Young Socialist Alliance and SWP. For 
more 1nformation call San Francisco (415) 282-
6255, Oakland (415) 261-3014, San Jose (408) 
998-4007. 

Oakland 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: His Contrib­
ution to the Struggle for Freedom. Speakers: 
Wilson Riles, Jr., Oakland City Council mem­
ber; Bill Watkins, vice-commander, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 5888 (which adopted res­
olution against U.S. intervention into Central 
America); Sam Manuel, Socialist Workers 
Party . Translation to Spanish. Sun., Jan . 19, 
6:30p.m. 3808'£ 14th St. Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Labor Forum. For more information 
call (415) 261-3014. 

Africa Belongs to US. A film on South African 
women. Sat., Jan . 25, 7:30p.m. 3808 E 14th 
St., Donation: $2 . Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. 
For more information call (415) 261-3014. 
San Francisco 
Living the Dream, a Commemoration of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. March and rally. 
Mon., Jan. 20. Assembly I 0 a.m., foot of Mar­
ket St. March toCivic Center. For more infor­
mation call (415) 771-0574 . 

The U.S. Attack Against Libya. Speaker: 
Georges Sayad, Young Socialist Alliance. Sat. , 
Jan. 25, 7:30p.m. 3284 23rd St. Translation to 
Spanish. Donation: $2 . Ausp: Militant Forum. 
For more information call (415) 282-6255. 

COLORADO 
Denver 
Reagan's War Threats Against Libya: Ter­
rorism, U.S.-style. Speaker: Duncan Wil­
liams, ·chairperson, Denver Socialist Workers 
Party. Fri., Jan . 17, 7:30p.m. 25 W 3rd Ave . 

Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum . For 
more information call (303) 698-2550. 

Namibia: How South Africa Exports Apart­
heid. Speakers: Solveig Kjeseth, executive di­
rector, National Namibia Caucus; Floyd 
Fowler, member United Auto Workers Local 
1159 and Colorado Coalition Against Apart­
heid. Sat., Jan. 25, 7 p.m. 25 W 3rd Ave . Do­
nation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (303) 698-2550. 

FLORIDA 
Miami 
Defending Our Unions. Speaker: Stu Singer, 
member of Machinists union at Eastern Air­
lines . Translation to Spanish and Creole. Fri., 
Jan. 24, 7:30p.m. 137 NE 54th St. Ausp: Mil­
itant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(305) 754-0967. 
How to Defend Democratic Rights. Speaker: 
representative of Socialist Workers Party. 
Translation to Spanish and Creole . Fri . , Jan . 
31, 7:30p.m. 137 NE.54th St. Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum . For more information call (305) 
756-1020. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
The Fight for Freedom - from South Africa 
to Central America. Speaker: Thabo Ntweng, 
member of National Committee of SociaJh11 
Workers Party, recently returned from Nicara­
gua; representative of African National Con­
gress of South Africa. Sat., Jan. 18, 7 p.m. 504 
Flat Shoals Ave. SE. Donation: $2. Ausp: Mil­
itant Labor Forum and Atlanta Young Socialist 
Alliance. For more information call (404) 577-
4065. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 
Abortion is a Woman's Right. A panel discus­
sion . Sat. , Jan. 25 , 7:30p.m . 2913Greenmount 
Ave . Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (301) 235-
0013. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
Stop U.S. Threats Against Libya: Who Are 
the Real Terrorists? Speakers to be an­
nounced . Son ., Jan. 26, 4p.m. 508 N Snelling . 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Milit<).nt Labor Forum. For 
more information call (612) 644-6325. 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
A Socialist Talks About Libya. Speaker: Jim 

Foster, Socialist Workers Party. Sat. , Jan. 25, 7 
p.m. First Unitarian Church , 5007 Waterman 
(near Kings Highway). Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Labor Forum. For more information 
call (314) 772-4410. 

NEW YORK 
Albany . 
Racism in Education. Speakers: Mike Dollard, 
Albany NAACP board member and former 
PTA president; Michael DeBee , member of 
Socialist Workers Party. Translation to 
Spanish. Fri. , Jan. 24, 8 p.m. 352 Central 
Ave . , 2nd floor. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum. For more information call (518) 
434-3247. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
U.S. Farmer Answers Reagan on Nicaragua. 
Speaker: Ben Layman, Virginia dairy farmer 
who has visited Nicaragua several times. Sat., 
Jan. 25, 7 p.m. 2219 E Market. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor­
mation call (919) 272-5996. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Pittsburgh 
Fight to Defend Abortion Rights. A panel of 
speakers. Sat., Jan. 25, 7:30p.m . 402 N High­
land. Denation: $2. Ausp: Militant , Labor 
Forum. For more information call (412) 362-
6767. 

UTAH 
Price 
The Fight for Mine Safety: Mine Operators 
Put Profits First, United Mine Workers 
Fights for Safety. Speakers: Cecelia Moriarity , 
member Socialist Workers Party National Com­
mittee and UMW A Local 2176 at Wilberg 
mine; others. Translation to Spanish. Sat., Jan. 
25,7:30 p.m. 23 S Carbon Ave. , room 19. Do­
nation: $2 . Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (801) 637-6294. 

Salt Lake City 
Abortion and Birth Control. A video screen­
ing of Silent Scream and a rebuttal. Speakers: 
Luci Malin , representative of National Organi­
zation for Women; Deeda Seed, former coun­
selor at Utah Women's Clinic; representative of 
Planned Parenthood; representative of Socialist 
Workers Party. Translation to Spanish. Sat., 
Jan . 18, 7:30p.m. 767 S State St., 3rd floor. 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more 
information call (801) 355-1124. 

Martin Luther King Day in Utah. Speakers: 
Lenoris Bush, member of the Martin Luther 

King Day Committee; representative of the 
Socialist Workers Party. Translation to 
Spanish. Fri., Jan. 24, 7:30p.m. 767 S State , 
3rd floor. Ausp: Militant Forum. For more in­
formation call (80 I) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
What's Behind Reagan's Slander Campaign 
Against Libya and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. Speakers: representative of 
November 29 Committee for Palestine; Dan 
Fein, Socialist Workers Party and member of 
International Union of Electronic Workers 
Local 1002. Sat., Jan . 18, 7:30 p.m . 5517 
Rainier Ave . S. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum. For more information call (206) 
723-5330. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Palestinians and the Road to Mideast Peace. 
Speakers to be announced. Translation to 
Spanish. Sat., Jan . 25, 7 p.m. 3106 Mt . Pleas­
ant St. NW. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum. For more information call (202) 
797-7699. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Charleston 
Who Are the Real Terrorists? .An Answer to. 
U.S. War Moves Against Libya. Speakers: 
Sara Logan, member of Socialist Workers Party 
and Young Socialist Alliance. Sat., Jan . 25, 
7:30p.m. 611-A Tennessee Ave. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum . For more infor­
mation call (304) 345-3040. 
Morgantown 
British Miners Still Fighting Back. Speaker: 
Kathy Mickells, member Socialist Workers 
Party and United Mine Workers Local 2300. 
Sun. , Jan . 19, 6 p.m. 221 Pleasant St. Dona­
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (304) 296-005,5. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
March for Justice in Rural America. 
Tractorcade march and ~ally sponsored by 
Minnesota Groundswell and other farm 
organizations. Tue ., Jan . 21 . Assemble at 
the Cathedral of St. Paul, 239 Selby, II 
a.m. March to the State Capitol for noon 
rally . For more information call Ground­
swell at (507) 372-7595 or (507) 644-
3451. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP--------
Where to find the Socialist Workers Party, 

Young Socialist Alliance, and Pathfinder 
bookstores. 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
• 205 18th St. S. Zip: 35233. Tel : (205) 323-

3079 .. 
ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 3750 

West McDowell Road #3 . Zip: 85009. Tel: 
(602) 272-4026. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel : (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3808 E 14th St. 
Zip: 94601. Tel : (415) 261-3014. San Diego: 
SWP, YSA, 1053 15th St. Zip: 92101. Tel : 
(6,19) 234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, YSA, 
3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel : (415) 282-6255. 
San Jose: SWP, YSA, 46 112 Race St. Zip: 
95126. Tel: (408) 998-4007 . 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, 25 W 
3rd Ave . Zip: 80223 . Tel: (303) 698-2550. 

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 137 NE 
54th St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 370486. 
Zip: 33137. Tel : (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee: 
YSA, P.O. Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel : (904) 
222-4434. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 504 Flat 
Shoals Ave. SE. Zip: 30316. Tel: (404) 577-
4065. . 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S 
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel : (312) 326-5853 
or 326-5453 . 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA , 809 
E, Broadway. Zip: 40204. Tel : (502) 587-8418 . 

LOUISIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA , 
3207 Dublin St. Zip: 70118. Tel : (504) 486-
8048. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 2913 
Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218 . Tel : (301) 235-
0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
510 Commonwealth Ave ., 4th Floor. Zip: 
02215. Tel: (617) 262-4621. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 2135 
Woodward Ave. Zip:48201. Tel : (313)961-0395 . 

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 508 
N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: (612) 
644-6325. . 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA, 
4725 Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-
0404. St. Louis~ SWP, YSA, 3109 S. Grand, 
#22. Zip: 63118. Tel : (314) 772-4410. 
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NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 
Halsey . Zip: 07102 . Tel : (201) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany): 
SWP, YSA, 352 Central Ave . 2nd floor. Zip: 
12206: Tel : (518) 434-3247, New York: SWP, 
YSA, 79Leonatd St. Zip: 10013. Tt;l: (212) 219-
3679 or 925-1668. Socialist Books, 226-8445. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: SWP, 
YSA, 2219 E Market . Zip: 27401 . Tel: (919) 
272-5996. ' 

. OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad­
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel : (513) 242-7161. 
Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 15105 St. Clair Ave. 
Zip: 44110. Tel: (216) 451 -6150. Columbus: 
YSA, P.O. Box 02097 . Zip: 43202 . Toledo: 
SWP, YSA, 1701 W Bancroft Si. Zip: 43606. 
Tel: (419) 536-0383. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA , 2732 NE 
Union. Zip: 97212. Tel: (503) 287-7416. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: SWP, 
YSA, 2744Germantown Ave. Zip: 19133. Tel: 
(215) 225-0213. Pittsburgh: SWP, YSA, 402 
N. Highland Ave . Mailing address : P.O. Box 
4789. Zip: 15206. Tel: (412) 362-6767 . 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923. 

Dallas:SWP, YSA, 132N. BeckleyAve.,Zip: 
75203. Tel: (214) 943-5195. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel : (713) 
522-8054. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave ., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758 . Zip: 84501. Tel : 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
767 S. State, 3rd floor. Zip: 8411 (Tel: (801) 
355-1124. 

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (Newport 
News): SWP; YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave., Zip 
23605. Tel : (804) 380-0133. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106 
Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 
797-7699. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 611A Tennessee . Zip: 25302. Tel : (304) 
345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, YSA, 221 
Pleasant St. Zip: 26505. Tel : (304) 296- · 
0055 . 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208 . Tel : (414) 
445-2076. 



Oil workers · know 'harmless' gas was deadly poison 
BY HALKET ALLEN 

MARCUS HOOK, Pa.- Refinery operators work in 
small units on different shifts each week. So we don't get 
to see each other very much during working hours . We 
meet to talk outside the gate, in the parking lot , and be­
fore the shift starts. 

These discussions range from our personal problems to 

UNION TALK 
company attacks on our working conditions, especially 
now that our union is fac ing the possibility of a strike to 
protect our standard of living. 

The New Jersey Exxon refinery 's release of more than 
100 pounds of hydrogen sulfide (H2S) gas into the at­
mosphere was a big item in one of these discussions. The 
Exxon refinery is in the northern part of New Jersey , 
about 130 miles from our area. The small article that ap­
peared in the Philadelphia Enquirer said that H2S is "a 
foul-smelling but non-toxic gas." Nothing could be fur­
ther from the truth . 

H2S is an undesirable by-product of crude oil refining . 

The sulfur salts and dissolved gas contained in crude oils 
are converted to free gas by distillation and cracking. 

H2S is extremely poisonous- as deadly to breathe as 
hydrogen cyanide . H2S has an odor like rotten eggs. A 
concentration as low as 10 parts per million has a harmful 
effect on the eyes ; nose, throat, and lungs and can cause 
painful eye irritation, headache , dizziness, nausea, and 
vomiting. Any level of H2S above 50 parts per million 
r~quires the use of breathing protection, usually bottled 
atr. 

We are trained that emergency escape- with or with­
out breathing protection - may be made necessary by a 
sudden release of dangerous amounts of this gas . If the 
first warning is a foul odor, there is usually time for an 
exposed person to quickly put on a fresh-air breathing ap­
paratus or walk away from the area. But if the fi rst warn­
ing is a sweet odor- high concentrations of H2S- ex­
posed persons must hold their breath and run from the 
area . Seven hundred parts per million can cause death. 
On the Sulfur Ul)it we say, "One sniff will make you 
stiff." 

So when the story of Exxon ' s release was discussed , 
there were some bitter words about the coverage in the 
papers . 

One old timer said , "No problem- we know better. If 
the [H2S] cloud was so strong that it could drift across the 
entire state of New Jersey and still be smelled , you know 
damn well it was strong. And it was probably very 
dangerous near the refinery. 

"These papers don't tell you anything. They don't tell 
the truth about this thing that we know a lot about but the 
public is ignorant about. 

"That stuff that the nuke plant lets out is probably just 
as bad. Our children will glow in the dark because of it, 
but they say, ' Don' t worry, it's safe ' when some of that 
stuff is discharged . They are all out to make money. That 
is the bottom line . And they don' tcare about safety at all 
until people make a stink or people die ."' 

Another worker said , "I don't know what to do, but 
something should be done. They talk about safety, but 
what they say and what they do isn't the same . 

"The government should fine them a million dollars. 
That would stop it. That would hit them where it hurts. 
But Reagan just makes it easier for the big companies to 
do business. The government won' t do it." 

Halket Allen is an operator at BP' s sulfur plant in Mar­
cus Hook, Pennsylvania, and is a member of Oil, Chem­
ical and Atomic Workers LocaiB-234. 

Violent attacks on Blacks escalate in Cleveland 
Continued from back page 
Party candidate for mayor in the recent 
election, and several of his supporters at­
tended this meeting. Scheer condemned 
the cross-burning. 

Later he released a press statement, 
which was picked up by several area radio 
stations. Pointing to the connection be­
tween the cross-burning and other racist 
violence and a string of beatings and kil­
lings by cops, Scheer charged that the re­
sponsibility lies with Mayor Voinovich for 
allowing such terrorism to go unpunished . 
Scheer demanded that the city prote<;t the 
right of Blacks to live wherever they 
choose, calling on the mayor to arrest and 
prosecute every perpetrator of racist terror. 

(The man tried for the firebombing mur­
der of Mabel Gant was acquitted, and no 
new arrests have been made . No arrests 
have been made in the overwhelming 
majority of racist attacks against Blacks. ) 

"We also need a fair-housing law in · 
CleVetana,'"ScheH"said, 't<fbegin· to pro: 
teet the right of Blacks and other oppressed 
nationalities to live where they choose. 

"Most of all," he added, "we need a 
movement to vigorously enforce such a 
law, as well as statutes already on the 
books." 

According to Cleveland 's Community 
Relations Board, the number of complaints 
of racist harassment have more than dou­
bled in 1985, as compared to 1984 . A third 
of these complaints have come from the 
Collinwood area. Specific complaints of 
discrimination against Blacks seeking to 
buy or rent homes have also increased 
dramatically , according to the Cuyahoga 
Plan, an organization that works against 
housing discrimination. 

Many working people, white as well as 
Black, view the cross-burning and other at­
tacks with disgust and outrage. 

Several meetings are now planned to 
protest these attacks. The NAACP and 
Women Speak Out for Peace and Justice 
will hold a meeting Sunday, January 19, 4 
p.m., at St. James AME Church, 8401 
Cedar Ave . 

Scheer is urging support for this meeting 
and has invited everyone to also attend the 
Militant Labor Forum on Saturday , Janu­
aty 25; .. 7:30 'p.'m., at lhe-'"Militaht' 
Bookstore, 15105 St. Clair. The meeting 
will be a speakout against the racist attacks 
and a discussion on how best to defend 
Black rights, which are under attack not 
only in Cleveland, but throughout the 
country. 

Chicago labor aids 'Tribune' strike 
Continued from back page 

The Tribune's newly built "Freedom 
Center" features new high-tech presses 
made by Rockwell International. The com­
pany considers this new technology an ex­
cuse for trying to cut wages . But technol­
ogy is not the issue, Allen said. "We are 
the people who got that technology up and 
running. Rockwell did not consider the 
presses ready." 

Since the strike began, the paper has 
been printed by strikebreakers recruited 
from around the country by the Publishers ' 
Association. These scabs receive $1 ,500 a 
week, plus $40 a day for food expenses and 
accommodations in downtown hotels. 

The company has refused to reopen 
negotiations, ignoring pleas by federal 
mediators. The unions , backed by the 
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Chicago Federation of Labor, have called 
for a boycott of the paper. 

Tribune Tower, the corporate headquar­
ters on Michigan Avenue, is across the 
street from the South African consulate . 
Striking Tribune ~orkers often cross the 
street to picket the consulate, and auto 
workers and steelworkers picketing the 
consulate have joined the Tribune picket 
line . 

Since the January 4 rally, the unions 
have been under a temporary restraining 
order limiting picketing. The Tribune is 
continuing to seek a permanent injunction 
to bar mass picketing and solidarity dem­
onstrations. The. striking unions deserve 

- the support of the entire labor movement in 
their struggle against the Tribune's union­
busting . 

Chicago Tribune strikers have been walking picket line for si" months 

Toeran family received racist threats after moving into white neighborhood in Cleve-
hmd. '· 

Miners take Massey to court 
Continued from back page 

3 1 Charleston Gazette says that company 
President E. Morgan Massey "is surprised 
to hear what the UMW A has been saying 
about A.T . Massey being bound by the 
1984 National Bituminous Coal Wage 
Agreement." 

The ad further states that "the selective 
strike has fa iled" and "the union had inten­
t-ionally distorted the settlement of the un­
fair labor practice charges to cover up the 

failure of the union's selective strike de­
vice." In addition, Massey claims that the 
decision of UMW A officials to direct their 
members to return to work without a con­
tract "is equivalent to unconditional surren­
der." 

Massey's claims of victory are far from 
being realized in what can still prove to be 
a long battle. The UMW A miners are 
going back to work with an NLRB decision 
on their side and with strong community 
support for their struggle . 

Subscribe to Barricada lnter­
nacional, weekly of the San'­
dinista National Liberation 
Front. Get news of the latest 
political, military, economic, 
diplomatic, and cultural de­
velopments -of Nicaragua and 
Central America. 

In English or Spanish. 

News of revolutionary Nicaragua . .. 
. . . ~irmailed to you every week 

from Managua, 
Six months $1 2 One year $24 

Please send check or money order to Barricada lnternacional, Apartado 576, 
Managua, Nicaragua. Indicate preference for either English or Spanish editidns. 
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-EDITORIALS----------

Senator calls for murder 
"And maybe we're at the point in the world where Mr . 

Qaddafi has to be eliminated." 
"You mean literally?" 
"Literally, literally, why not?" 
"So we assassinate him ?" 
"It would not be the first time ." 

This somewhat astonishing dialogue was part of a Jan­
uary 8 interview on WKYC-TV in Cleveland. 

The person being interviewed was not some right-wing 
crackpot. It was Sen . Howard Metzenbaum of Ohio, a 
prominent liberal Democrat. 

Nor was it an intemperate , off-the-cuff remark . He 
made the same point in an interview with the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer, telling the paper, "A singular action may 
be justified ." Queried on this, his news secretary said the 
senator stood by his remarks . 

Metzenbaum's proposal to kill Libyan leader Muam­
mar el-Qaddafi was reported by the Associated Press and 
major dailies . But hardly an eyebrow was raised. 

A tactfully muted White House statement asserted that 
assassination is not a "policy option" and, besides, it ' s 
against the law . 

A Washington Post editorial gravely noted that such 
talk could alienate U.S. allies. 

Try to imagine the screaming uproar if a member of the 
Qaddafi government, or some other deemed hostile by 
Washington , were to publicly suggest it might be a good 
idea to ice Reagan? 

Metzenbaum's proposals were accepted in the big­
business press and among other capitalist politicians as 
simply one more contribution to the discussion of how to 
deal with Libya. That is a telling comment about the re­
actionary nature of the lynch campaign being whipped up 
against that country . 

And it speaks volumes about the government's fraudu­
lent claim of combating "terrorism." 

In the wake of the December 27 shootings at the Rome 
and Vienna airports, the Reagan administration im­
mediately charged- without offering a shred of tangible 
evidence - that the Libyan government was behind the 
actions and had provided training camps for those who 
initiated them . 

On the basis of these charges, economic sanctions 
were imposed on Libya, its U.S. assets were frozen , and 
more than a thousand U.S . citizens working in Libya 
were told to get out . · 

Such sanctions by the U.S . rulers are often a step to­
ward war. Before they were imposed, a bombing attack 
on Libya was openly weighed . 

Now Metzenbaum joins the public di scussion with the 
added option- murder Qaddafi. 

Actually, the assassination idea is not new . What ' s 
significant is the decision to go public with it. In a leaked 
1984 report , the CIA discussed embroiling Egypt in a 
military confrontation with Libya and seeking out dissi­
dents in the Libyan military who might be put up to assas­
sinating Qaddafi . Reagan ordered a probe of the leak. 

Would Washington consider such a gross violation of 
U.S . and international law? As Metzenbaum tersely put 
it , " It would not be the first time ." 

Apparently concerned about not opening a can of mag­
gots , Metzenbaum's TV host did not ask him who the 
U.S. government had previously assassinated . 

Perhaps Patrice Lumumba, first president of indepen­
dent Congo (now Zaire)? He was murdered seven months 
after he took office in 1960. According to a report issued 
in 1975 by the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence , 
Lumumba was one of several heads of state targeted for 
assassinaiion by the CIA. 

Or perhaps Rafael Trujillo of the Dominican Republic, 
Ngo Dinh Diem of South Vietnam, or Gen. Rene 
Schneider of Chile? All three were killed in coup plots 
which the same Senate report said U.S. officials were in­
volved in or privy to . 

The Senate committee also affirmed that the Kennedy 
administration had assigned gangsters for unsuccessful 
tries at murdering Fidel Castro. 

And in 1983 , the Nicaraguan government thwarted and 
exposed a CIA plot to murder its foreign minister, 
Miguel D ' Escoto, with a bottle of poisoned Benedictine 
liqueur. 

Until now , such deeds have come to light only after the 
fact. Members of the government have not spoken of 
them openly and in advance . 

Metzenbaum ' s proposal seeks to legitimize open mur­
der as government policy . 

That is what the rulers-' "antiterrorist" campaign is 
about: winning support for Washington 's right to use any 
means it deems necessary to attack Libya, Nicaragua, or 
any other country that resists imperialist domination . 

By combining a "buildup of pressure with plenty of 
anti-Kaddafi rhetoric," the January 20 Newsweek re­
ported, "the White House hoped to project a moderate 
image while creating an all-important consensus at home 
and abroad for the more drastic measures it might ulti­
mately have to take. " 

Metzenbaum' s statement fits right in . By mildly disa­
greeing with him, the administrati9n can pose as peace­
able while mobilizing more naval power in the Mediter­
ranean to threaten Libya, escalating the murderous con~ 
tra war against Nicaragua, and making other war moves. 

The 45-member Islamic Conference Organization -
including such openly pro-U .S. governments as those of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait , and Egypt - unanimously de­
nounced Washington's economic moves against Libya, 
calling on all member nations "to counter these oppres­
sive American measures ." 

These governments understand full well that if the situ­
ation demands, Washington will not hesitate to take such 
hostile measures against any of them. 

Their call for opposition to the U.S. imperialist aggres­
sion against Libya should be supported internationally , 
and particularly by working people in this country . Sen­
ator Metzenbaum's declaration underlines the impor­
tance of doing so. 

Defend abortion rights! . 
Continued from front page 

vs. Wade. 
Why? . 
Because the fight over legal abortion is fundamentally 

a controversy over the status and role of women in soci­
ety. 

The right to abortion, that is, the right of women to 
control their own bodies , challenges the chief justifica­
tion for women ' s second-class status - that women's 
place is in the home taking care of children . 

Women can never be equal to men as long as they do 
not have the freedom to decide whether or not , and when, 
to bear children . 

As long as women can be forced by law to have a child 
every time they conceive, it is absurd to say that women 
are equal. 

Would anyone consider a man to be free if laws pre­
vented him from controlling his body or forced him to 
father children against his will? 

It is individual women who are responsible for the care 
and raising of children in capitalist society . Child care, 
maternity benefits, financial aid to women with children, 
and other measures that point toward social responsibility 
for the care of children are pitifully inadequate or 
nonexistent. 

The decision to bear a child affects every other deci-
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sion in a woman ' s life. That's why no one else should be 
able to make it for her. 

It affects a woman's health, her education, and her 
ability to hold a job or pursue other goals . For young 
women, it can mean the end of dreams and aspirations for 
the future. For working-class women who can't afford 
chi.ld care , it can mean losing their jobs and being forced 
into the poverty and dependency of inadequate welfare 
programs. 

When women are denied control over whether or not to 
have a child, they lose control over their lives . 

that is why when abortion is illegal, many women are 
willing to risk death and injury through back-alley or 
self-induced abortions . · 

Supporters of women's rights are fighting back against 
the attacks on abortion rights- with picket lines, vigils, 
and actions in defense of clinics, forums , and speakouts. 
And support is growing for the March 9 and March 16 
abortion rights actions . 

All those with a stake in women's equality- Black, 
Puerto Rican, and Chicano rights organizations , labor 
unions, . antiwar and anti-apartheid fighters , student 
groups, farmers fighting foreclosures, and all supporters 
of democratic rights and civil liberties - should pull out 
the stops to make these actions as powerful as possible 
and to say with a clear voice: 

"Abortion is a woman's right!" 

How family farmers 
are exploited by 
capitalist class 

Working farmers in the United States are facing the 
worse crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
High costs of production, combined with low prices 
for their products and mounting debts, have driven 
more and more family farmers otT the land. 

The federal government's new legislative package 
for agriculture, which includes limiting and eventu­
ally eliminating farm subsidies and tightening credit 
offers no relief for working farmers. 

Below are excerpts from an article entitled "Forg­
ing a Fighting Workers and Farmers Alliance: The 
Answer to the Crisis of Working Farmers" by Doug 
Jenness. This section of the article explains how work­
ing farmers are exploited by the ruling class. 

The article is from the Spring 1985 New Interna­
tional, a magazine of Marxist politics and theory. It 
can be ordered by sending $4 to New International, 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

How does the exploitation of working farmers differ 
from this [the exploitation of wage workers]? Exploited 
farmers create a product with their labor and that of other 
family members . Unlike wage workers, they own this 
product, and they either consume it or sell it on the mar-
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ket. Like wage workers, however, working farmers do 
not end up with the equivalent value of the labor time 
they have put into producing these commodities . This 
surplus labor, for which they too go unpaid, is exprop­
riated- stolen from them- by the owners of the banks, 
land, and trusts . 

Karl Marx , writing about the small French farmers in 
1850, explained that, "It can be seen that their exploit­
ation differs only inform from the exploitation of the in­
dustrial proletariat. The exploiter is the same: capital. 
The individual capitalists exploit the individual peasants 
through mortgages and usury; the capitalist class exploits 
the peasant class through the state taxes ." 

In the United States today the parasitic ruling families 
profit handsomely from the interest payments on bank 
mortgages and loans paid by farmers. As Frederick En­
gels put it, working farmers are. ",debtslavt<s . ".They are 
always in debt. In order to buy land, a new piece of 
machinery, or to get money for operating expenses, they 
must borrow against their land or their next crop . 

The big farm-implement manufacturers, seed and feed 
companies, suppliers of pesticides and herbicides, and 
the oil trusts take a share of the profits extracted from 
working farmers through monopoly-rigged prices. Exer­
cising monopoly control over markets, the'se suppliers of 
products that farmers need for production set prices 
above what they would be in a more competitive market. 

Squeezing the farmer at the other end · of the vise are _ 
the big processing and merchandising trusts that set the 
prices they pay farmers as low as possible. For example, 
two giant grain monopolies -Cargill and Continental­
handle half of all U.S . grain exports. They operate grain 
"pipelines" all the way from farmer to foreign consumer . 

Food processing and distribution are becoming in­
creasingly concentrated in fewer and fewer hands. In 
every major food category in the United States, four or 
fewer companies monopolize more than 55 percent of the 
market. The top 50 food processing companies - corpo­
rations such as Beatrice Foods and General Foods -
realized about 75 percent of all the profits in the industry. 

One method food processors are increasingly using to 
subjugate farmers is to get them to sign contracts rather 
than directly sell their own products on the market. 
Under such agreements farmers have to buy feed, seeds, 
and fertilizer from the processors. If they are in poultry 
raising, they have to buy their chicks from the corporate 
processors. 

Through these individual contracts, the processor 
exercises control over the production of many farms. 
These separate farms then function as the equivalent of a 
single enterprise under the direction of a gigantic 
capitalist contractor. 

Other capitalist exploiters also have ways to take their 
cut of the wealth produced by working farmers . Farmers 
who rent all or part of the land they till must tum over a 
substantial portion of their revenues to capitalist land­
owners . The railroads use monopoly pricing policies to 
bilk working farmers. Moreover, the owners of the rail­
roads today are cutting out many spur lines to grain 
elevators in smaller towns, forcing farmers to pay higher 
trucking costs to transport their products to more distant 
railroad depots . 

In addition to these specific ways that working farmers 
are exploited by the capitalist class, they -like all work­
ing people - are victimized as cannon fodder for im­
perialist wars and suffer the effects of inflation, un­
employment, racism, sex discrimination, environmental 
pollution, the hazards of nuclear power, and all the other 
social evils spawned by the profit system. 



Toinimigrilntworkers, gov't is biggest 'Coyote'
The following is a guest column by Hector Marro­

quin. Marroquin, a Mexican-born socialist, has been 
fighting Washington's attempts to deport him for 
more than eight years. 

"Coyote" is the name for a professional smuggler who 
illegally brings undocumented workers across the U.S.­
Mexican border. These smugglers act as intermediaries 
for U.S. growers and other capitalists, providing them 
with a work force vulnerable to superexploitation be-

iBASTA 
YA! 

Andrea Gonzalez 
cause they have no legal rights. 

These smugglers are named after the predatory animal 
that roams the Southwest. The name fits. These 
smugglers are two-legged predators who feed off of the 
misery of immigrant workers. They are hated by the un­
documented, who suffer extortion, physical abuse, and 
rape at their hands. 

Years ago, while I was imprisoned by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS) for crossing the border 
without legal papers, I met a couple of coyotes who had 
also been arrested by the INS. When they are arrested, 
some ofthem become INS informers. 

I, like other immigrant workers in jail, did not get 
along with these coyotes. We viewed them as human 
trash. 

It is just such trash that is the government's star wit­
ness in the trial of 11 activists taking place now in Tuc­
son, Arizona. These activists are part of the sanctuary 
movement, a national network of churches and 
synagogues that help Salvadorans and Guatemalans flee­
ing repression at the hands of the U.S. -backed regimes in 
their homelands . 

These activists have been charged with "smuggling, 
transporting, and concealing illegal aliens, encouraging 
illegal aliens to cross the border, and conspiring to trans­
j:>ort, smuggle, and conceal illegal aliens." 

The trial is the culmination of a year-long INS under­
cover operation called "Operation Sojourner." In that 
year, the sanctuary movement was infiltrated by Jesus 
Cruz. Cruz, a paid informer for the INS, secretly taped 
church meetings. Cruz also illegally brings un­
documented workers into the United States. 

The government's entire case thus rests on the tes-

timony of a self-admitted coyote. Yet the prosecutors try 
to portray the activists on trial and the entire sanctuary 
movement as coyotes who are trying to make a buck off 
immigrant workers. 

The only criminal in the Tucson courtroom, however, 
is the U.S. government. 

The U.S. government is the law breaker. By deporting 
Salvadorans and Guatemalans, the U.S. government vio­
lates its own law granting political asylum to those who 
flee repression. 

The U.S. government has violated internationallaw 
through its war against Nicaragua and its backing for re­
pressive regimes in El Salvador and Guatemala. This in­
tervention has led to the deaths of tens of thousands and 
has forced hundreds of thousands of others to flee. 

And the U.S. government is the biggest coyote of all. 
It organizes a mass coyote operation for the capitalist 
class- the "guest worker" program, which brings hun­
dreds of thousands of workers into the United States. 
They are permitted to stay for only a limited period of 
time, and they are restricted to specific areas of the coun­
try. And they have only one "right" - the right to work 
and then be deported when their labor is no longer 
needed. 

For the U.S. government to call sanctuary workers 
coyotes is rank hypocrisy. 

'Heroes' album: ·tribute to British miners' strike 
"Heroes" record album produced by Consett Music 
Project. Available for US $9.00 (specify record or cas­
sette tape) from Dm:ham Miners' Support Groups, 26 
The Avenue, Durham DHI, 4ED, England. Proceeds 
to benefit fired miners and their families. 

BY KATHY MICKELLS 
All great working-class struggles produce literature, 

music, and art . So it is with the 1984--85 British miners' 
strike against the government plan to close up to 70 of the 
nationalized coal mines . 

Music, poetry, and stories written by participants and 
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supporters are in great abundance in Britain today. 

Making sure that this working-class history will be 
told, Women Support Groups have compiled anthologies 
of poetry and stories written by the women. Determina­
tion, humor, and conviction permeate.these collections, .-, 

Even a children's book, Margarella, The Moles and 
The Money Tree, has been written and illustrated by 
warehouse workers who supported the strike . 

Numerous songs inspired by the miners and their 
wives and families have been written and recorded. Four 
different albums dedicated to the miners are available at 
the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) headquar­
ters . One particular album that summarizes· the experi­
ences of the strike and the continuing struggle is 
"Heroes." 

"Heroes" is an album produced by Consett Music Pro-
- ject on behalf of the Northumberland and Durham Min­

ers' Support Group. All the proceeds go to help support 
the fired miners and their families from this area. Six 
hundred Northumberland and Durham miners were fired 
for strike activity. 

Winning reinstatement for the fired miners is a major 
campaign·of the union. The "Heroes" album has become 
a vehicle for launching this campaign to win public sup-
port. . 

In March 1986 a concert with all the performers will 
take place in London. Combined with the concert will be 
a rally to say to people and the government that the min­
ers have not gone away, they are still there and still strug­
gling. This will include a demonstration of support for a 
proposed bill in Parliament that will be introduced by the 

Campaign Group of MPs - a group of Labor Party 
Members of Parliament who have been supportive of the 
miners . They will be pressing for reinstatement of the 
fired miners and amnesty for the jailed miners. 

"Heroes" is an appropriate tribute to the miners, their 
union, the wives; and the communities . It is a masterful 
combination of artists, folk, rock, and country-and-west­
em music . The liner notes explain, "Most of the songs 
were specially written for the LP, as a sign of solidarity 
from the artists. They chronicle the power, disbelief, 
confusion, laughter, but above all, the sincerity of pur­
pose shown by the miners and their families." 

The poem "Pitricide" written and read by Jock Purdon, 
a Durham miner, begins the album. He explains the main 
issue of the strike in a short, concise fashion: the nonsen­
sical economic theory that leads to the genocide ofcom­
munities - pitricide . This poem leads into the title cut 
"Heroes ," written and sung by Alan Hull. 

"Heroes," a rock-and-roll song, reflects the sentiment 
of a layer of the working class that looks to the miners 
and their struggle as an inspiration. 

• • I • . • ~ • 

And to me everyone of them was a hero, 
Standing in the cold, cold morning light 
Every single one of them was a hero 
Standing up for their rights 
Don't let nobody tell you no different 
No newspaper, phoney, or friend 

. . J . . . 

Cause when the book has finally been written 
You know, the heroes always beat the villains 

in the end. 

With head held high and proud 
Stand up and sing it loud 
No tin pot Tory, no self-made giant 
Nothing's going to stop us now. 

One of the most artful cuts on the album, the vocaliz­
ing by the Flying Pickets group in "Monika Engiiieet," 
expresses the developing consciousness of the women. 

The role of women in the strike is the major subject for 
the folk song "Here We Go, Here We Go (For the 
Women of the Working Class)." The song was especially 
written for the women by Mal Finch. The most widely 
known song on the album, it has become the theme song 
for Women Against Pit Closures and is sung at every one 
of their events. It is a rousing statement of the rising 
working-class women's movement. 

Not to be forgotten are the British police. "PC 1150:' 

humorously portrays the role of the police in the strike. 
Done in Keystone Cop fashion, the copper explains the 
use of violence and the apparent pleasure the coppers got 
from inflicting it. The miners always stated that the cops 
were also government spies in disguise and that is 
explained in the song, when the copper sings, 

Why does my number change so much 
I'll bet you'll never guess 
It's all protective cover 
For the boys in the SIS [Secret Intelligence Service] 

From the issue of police violence, to the role of 
women, to the struggle against mine closures and un­
employment, this collection of songs musically expresses 
the sentiment, the issues, and the struggle of the miners. 
It is concluded with the song "Never Beat the Miners," an 
inspirational tribute to the fighting capacity of the miners 
and their families. 

Many artists have contributed their time and talents to 
raising money for the miners . The Flying Pickets, a 
popular group, held numenms concerts fo.r the miners 
during the strike. Bruce Springsteen, the U.S. rock star, 
was so moved by the strike that when he gave a concert in 
Newcastle, County Durham, in June 1984 he donated 
$20,000 to the Solidarity Fund . 

"A number of musicians and myself have become very 
attached to the miners and their support groups dUring the 
strike and we are always looking for ways to raise funds," 
stated Alan Hull. "The album is a prOduct of the links we 
have built between us." · · 

And it is a must for anyone interested in the fight of the 
British miners. 

* * * 
This review was:. inspired by a Dei:fmber 1985 visit to 

Britain by the reviewer, who is a member of the United 
Mine Workers of America and lives in Morgantown, West 
Virginia . 

Mickells also visited Britain in July 1984, in the mid­
dle of the yearlong British miners' strike against a U11ion­
busting attack by the Conservative (Tory) Party govern­
ment of Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. Qn that visit, 
Mickells participated in the Manchester Trade Union 
Council Day of Action. This included a solidarity march 
and rally of 10,000 coal miners and their $Upporters, 
which she wrote about in the July 27, 1984, Militant. 

-LEITERS--------------------------~----------
Impressed by coverage 

I have been receiving the Mili­
tant for a ~ouple of weeks, and · I 
am impressed by the coverage on 
major issues facing the working' 

·class throughout the world. I look 
forward to articles focusing on 
problems pf the Third World,: 
mass poverty, . unemployment~ 
monopolistic ITiaf~ets, role of the 
IMF [lntem!ltipnal Monetary 
Fund], to name' a few. The news 
and views expressed in your paper 
are extremely noteworthy . · 
Sangram Mudali 
Houston, Texas 

Admires 'Daniel Ortega 
I am a prisoner with a political 

consciousness about what this im, 
perialist narion is doing in covert · 
action to the heroic citizens of 

Nicaragua, a people. aspiring to be 
free of all domination by the 
United States. 

Nicaraguan President DanieJ 
Ortega should stand as an example 
to our nation's actor-substitute for 
a president, who is not 'content to 
destroy all constitutional rights ,of 
the American people, but has to 
force • his desire · to control the 
world upon the NiQaraguan people 
by aid to a bunch ofterrorists who 
he prefers to label "freedom fight­
ers" and compare to our founding 
fathers. 

To compare the CIA-trained 
contras to the freedom fighters in 
the Revolutionary War (1776) 
makes one sick. 

. The contras · are a bunch of 
U .S.-sponsored thugs robbing, 

. raping, and slaughtering innocent 
people. I admire the people of 

Nicaragua, the revolutionaries in­
spired by Augusto Cesar Sandino, 
for their determination to be free 
to govern their own lives, trade 
throughout the world, and throw 
off the yoke of imperialism that 
has choked them to death under 
Somoza, lackey for the United 
States. 

I stand in solidarity with Presi­
dent Daniel Ortega Saavedra, the 
Sandinista People's Army, and all 
peoples in struggle for liberation 
worldwide. 
A prisoner 
Wartburg, Tennessee 

Supports socialism 
Enclosed you will find my 

check to cover the one-year re­
newal of my Militant sub plus a 
small contribution for any purpose 
you choose . 

With !TIY lifetime fervent sup­
port of militant socialism (I am 
nearly 80 years old) and with. a 
very shaky retirement income to 
live on,, I would rather spend the 
moneyon the socialist cause than 
eat or drink . 
Ruth Ma'}ning 
Westport, Connecticut, 

pertaining to the struggle an<;l.rev • . 
olutiQn in any Third Wo.rldnation. 
A prisoner · 
Represa, California 

The Militant special prisoner 
fund makes · it · possible to send 
reduced-rate subscriptions ·to 
prisoners who can't pay for 

Better view of world . them. To help this ·· important 
cause, · send your contribution 

. I ran across an old copy of your , M. · S 
paper. I found it very in~resting. . to: datant Prisoner ubscrip-

tion Fund, 14 Charles Lane, It giyes me a better look at how my · 
comrades in the Third World are New Y.ork, N.Y~ l0014. 
struggling for their independence The letters column is an open 
from the capitalist oppressor. With forum for all viewpoints on sub­
your paper, I know it's uncut and jects of general interest to our 
the facts are firsthand. With the readers. Please keep your letters 
capitalist propaganda paper, I brief. Where necessary they will 
don't know what the truth is. I be abridged. Please indicate if 
would like a prisoner subscription you prefer that your initials be 
if you have it and any information used rather than your full name. 
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Chicago labor aids 'Tribune' strike 
Over 100 union locals build solidarity rally 
BY TOM O'BRIEN 

CHICAGO - More than 10,000 work­
ers from over 100 union locals rallied here 
January 4 in support of striking Chicago 
Tribune production workers. The rally, or­
ganized by the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, filled the streets in front of the 
Tribune's production center for four hours . 
It effectively prevented trucks driven by 
strikebreakers from entering or leaving the 
plant. 

The striking workers include 250 mem­
bers of International Typographical Union 
(ITU) Local 16; 415 members of the Web 
Pressmen's Local 7; and 425 members of 
Mailers Local 2. They have been out since 
last July 18 after refusing to accept the 
company's union-busting demands. The 
Tribune demanded elimination of pension 
programs, a cut in health and medical ben­
efits, and a three-tier wage system in which 
new pressmen would start at 50 percent of 
the current wage. 

The Tribune sought, but failed to obtain, 
an injunction against labor's right to as­
semble in front of their "Freedom Center," 
as the plant is called. 

Ladies' Garment Workers' unions; and 
members from American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, 
Service Employees International Union, 
Bricklayers Local 21, and many other 
unions. 

Jack Parton, director of Steelworkers 
District 31, told striking workers, "We 
think you did the right thing . We support 
y~u physically, morally, and financially. 
Through unity and solidarity we shall win 
this battle." He then presented a $500 
check to the striking unions . 

Tom Allen, a strike spokesperson and 
member of Local 7, told the Militant that 
the company's goal is to bust the three 
unions . "This is not an economic 
strike .. . . They want us out." 

The Tribune Corporation, which owns 
numerous radio, TV, and Cable TV outlets 
throughout the Midwest, as well as the 
Chicago Cubs baseball team, showed prof­
its of $134 million last year. They haven't 
had a losing quarter in 25 years . They re­
cently paid $510 million in cash to buy a 
TV station in Los Angeles. 

Continued on Page 17 

Over 10,000 workers participated in Chicago Tribune strike solidarity rally January 
4. Chicago Federation of Labor organized protest and called for boycott of newspa­
per. Tribune's owners have forced three unions to remain on strike since last July. 

The rally began in sub-freezing weather, 
before 7 a.m. One of the high points was 
the arrival of more than 3,000 members of 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW) Local 134, who marched 
up together behind the "Shannon Rovers" 
pipe band. Tim Bresnahan, Local 134 pres­
ident, told the rally, "They have the 
money, and they have the laws, but we 
have the people." 

Miners take Massey to court 

In addition to IBEW m~mbers, there 
were delegations from several" United 
Steelworkers locals, including veterans of 
Loca115271, who waged a year-long strike 
against Danley Tool in 1984; airline pilots 
who struck United Airlines last May; and a 
large contingent from Fire Fighters Local 
2, who provided first aid and transportation 
in an old fire truck. 

There were bus drivers from Amalga­
mated Transit Union Local 241; garment 
workers from the Amalgamated Clothing 
and Textile Workers and the International 

BY HENRY SAMS 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. - The United 

Mine Workers of America (UMW A) filed 
a suit in federal court here on January 2 
against A. T. Massey Coal Company. The 
union is trying to force Massey to abide by 
the terms of the 1984 contract the UMW A 
signed with the Bituminous Coal 
Operators' Association (BCOA). 

This legal action followed a December 
20 decision by UMW A officials to call off 
a hard-fought 15-monthstrike against Mas­
sey at its facilities in southern West Vir­
ginia and eastern Kentucky. 

In July 1984 Massey refused to sign the 
national BCOA contract except at two of 

its mines. Since then, union miners have 
had to fight against a whole series of strike­
breaking moves by Massey and the govern­
ment . These included violent attacks 
against the strikers by a small army of com­
pany thugs and court injunctions limiting 
picketing. 

The fight was launched by Massey to 
weaken the union in its strongest area, the 
coalfields of West Virginia, which are or­
ganized by District 17 of the · UMWA. On 
its part, the union has viewed the strikt; 
against Massey as a serious challenge to its 
strength. 

By late fall 1985, Massey was succeed-

Racist attacks escalate in Cleveland 
BY SUSAN LaMONT 

CLEVELAND- Working people here, 
especially in the Black community, are dis­
cussing what can be done to respond to the 
recent sharp escalation of racist attacks in 
the city. Cleveland housing remains among 
the most segregated in the country. Most of 
the attacks have been against Black 
families who have moved into what racists 
consider "white" areas of town . 

Most recently, on December 17, four 
men wearing white sheets burned a cross 
on the lawn <:: of James and Frances 
Lampley, a Black couple who live with 
their four-year-old daughter in the Collin­
wood area of Cleveland. Collinwood, lo­
cated in the city's predominantly Black 
east side, is sharply divided into Black and 
white sections. 

The Lampleys have been the victims of 
ractst threats and harassment since moving 
into their home two years ago. Frances 
Lampley and her daughter were chased by 
a youth with a baseball bat while walking 
home from a bus stop. The family has had 
to replace $2,000 worth of windows in 
their house that were smashed by racists. 
James Lampley told a reporter, "I have 
served my country and I still have to come 
home and fight for my rights. I have rights . 
I am going to get my rights." 

Last June, Mabel Gant, an elderly Black 
woman, died when her house was fire­
bombed by racists . She was living in Slavic 
Village, another "white" neighborhood on 
th~ east side. 

One day after the Gant firebombing, 
Willie and Crystal Toeran, a Black family 
in the neighboring white suburb of New­
burgh Heights, received a threatening let­
ter. The letter consisted of the Plain Deal­
er's article on the Gant arson-murder with 
"you're next" scrawled across it. 

Also in June, a Black minister was 
forced to abandon his church in Collin­
wood after it was riddled with bullets. 

Jerome and Myrna Tubbs, since moving 
into their new home in South Collinwood 
last year, have had their mailbox blown up, 
their house defaced by racist graffiti, pic­
ture windows shattered, and garbage 
dumped on their lawn and have suffered a 
stream of verbal racist abuse. The Tubbs 
have refused to be irrtimidated. "It's my 
house," Jerome Tubbs says. "I am here to 
stay ." 

Three teenagers were arrested December 
19 in the Lampley cross-burning. Touting 
the arrests as "an excellent example of how 
our police and community can work to­
gether," Mayor George Voinovich and 
other city officials are working overtime to 
create the impression that they are doing 
whatever they can to end what they call 
"racial tensions"- a delicate term for anti­
Black violence. 

The day after the youths were arrested 
for the cross-burning, "KKK" and other ra­
cist graffiti were sprayed in huge letters on 
a health clinic being built in Collinwood. 
And on December 24, Willa Bailey awoke 
to find a charred cross on her lawn. She and 
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her daughter are the only Black family liv­
ing in another "white" area of Cleveland. 

Meanwhile, on December 19 a meeting 
of the Collinwood Homeowners Associa­
tion was held in the basement of the local 
Catholic church to discuss the cross-burn­
ing. It began as a closed meeting for white 
Collinwood ·residents, but opened up 
somewhat after several Black city officials 
and a few Black residents began to bravely 
trickle in . 

The hundred or so people present lis­
tened to a string of city officials and cops 
express the hope that the arrests would 
bring "this incident" to a close, and assure 
the homeowners association that Collin­
wood was indeed a great neighborhood. 

Then some of the whites took the floor to 
blast the media for suggesting Collinwood 
was a racist area . Others asked why the 

· police were making such a big deal out of a 
cross-burning and did nothing when whites 
were supposedly attacked by Blacks . 

Referring to the cross-burning as a "Hal­
loween prank" and using other phrases de­
signed to minimize the seriousness of this 
act of racist terrorism, speakers made per­
functory criticisms of the cross-burning 
while portraying the white residents of the 
area as the real victims, being given a bum 
rap by the press. The parish priest sat in the 
back of the room with a group of young 
white toughs who made derisive remarks 
throughout the meeting . 

Henry Scheer, the Socialist Workers 
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ing in mining and transporting a lot of coal 
with scab labor. 

The union won a key issue in the strike 
on December 20 when the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) issued a ruling 
that Massey is a single employer. Accord­
ing to the UMWA, the ruling means that, 
since Massey signed the 1984 contract at 
two of its mines, it would also have to im­
plement the contract at its struck mines and 
allow striking miners to return to work. 
· UMW A officials hailed the ruling as a 

victory. UMW A President Richard 
Trumka directed the miners to return to 
work on December 20 while the union con­
tinued its fight to get Massey to implement 
the contract through the courts. 

According to the NLRB ruling, Massey 
has to allow union miners back to work 
even if they displace scabs who took their · 
jobs during the strike. To date, only some 
of the union miners have been called back 
to work. 

At the Sprouse Creek and Rocky Hollow 
mines near Williamson , West Virginia, 33 
miners have been called back. They repre­
sent one-third of the pre-strike union work · 
force . Among those not yet called back are 
some of the main officers of striking 
UMW A locals. These local officials say it 
appears the company is conducting a 
phased recall . 

According to the January 5 Charleston 
Gazette, one local leader not yet called 
back was UMW A Local 1440 President 
Bill Davis. Local 1440 represents miners 
who struck Massey facilities in Kentucky . 
Davis told reporters he expected to be 
among the last miners caHed back . "And 
then I expect to be fired on the spot," he 
said . 

Another miner awaiting recall was Local 
2248 President Jim Reid. ''I'm just doing 
what I've done for the past 15 months­
waiting to see what happens," Reid told the 
press . "Besides," he added, ''I'd rather see 
all of the men in my local go back to work 
ahead of me anyway." 

Massey has stated it will not take back 
union miners who have engaged in strike 
"misconduct" or "violence." This from a 
company which unleashed plenty of vio­
lence against miners during the strike. 

M-assey has been quick to claim that the 
return to work of union miners represents a 
victory for the company . A half-page paid 
company advertisement in the December 
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