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U.S. Congress readies $100 million
for ‘contras’ attacking Nicaragua

i

Barricada

Funeral for Nicaraguan peasants murderéd in July by mercenaries armed and fi-

nanced by U.S. government.

October 25

protests can
get out truth

As the U.S. Senate was wrapping up its
discussion and approval of a $100-million
aid package for the mercenaries waging
war on Nicaragua, antiwar forces were
gearing up for nationally coordinated re-
gional protests on October 25.

The contra aid package was adopted by

EDITORIAL

the Senate on August 13 by a vote of 53 to
47. A highly publicized threat by senators
critical of the aid proposal to conduct a
filibuster never materialized.

An identical aid bill was approved by the
Democratic-controlled House of Represen-
tatives on June 25. The legislation now
goes to a House-Senate conference where it

Continued on Page 14

Socialist conference draws unionists,
solidarity and liberation fighters

BY CINDY JAQUITH :

OBERLIN, Ohio — The Hormel meat-
packers’ strike in Austin, Minnesota; the
struggle to bring down the South African
apartheid regime; the battle to stop U.S. in-
tervention in Nicaragua; the fight to defend
women’s rights — these and other strug-
gles of the oppressed and exploited around
the world brought 1,000 activists together
here at Oberlin College August 9-14.

They were attending a Socialist Educa-
tional and Activists Conference sponsored
by the Socialist Workers Party and Young
Socialist Alliance.

The majority of conference participants
are socialist workers in industry, from auto
plants to garment shops to electronics

plants and rail yards. They brought with
them many fellow fighters interested in
seeing what a socialist conference would
be like.

One fifth of those at the conference had
never attended a national gathering of the
SWP or YSA before. There were meat-
packers from Austin, Minnesota; Ot-
tumwa, lowa; and Fremont, Nebraska.
Trade unionists who work at TWA, in the
coal mines, or in oil refineries also came,
as well as farmers battling foreclosures.

There were students who had built shan-
tytowns on their campuses in protest
against the repression in South Africa, and
women who had marched in support of
abortion rights. There were activists from

Supporters of the Militant and Per-
spectiva Mundial have launched a drive
to sign up 10,000 new subscribers by
November 15. Earlier the two publica-
tions had announced a combined target
of 5,000. But enthusiasm for the drive at
the Socialist Educational and Activists
Conference, August 9-14, led to doubl-
ing the goal.

At meetings during the conference,
the leadership of the big majority of the
local units of the Socialist Workers Party
and the Young Socialist Alliance de-
cided to try to get more subscriptions
than were initially proposed. Moreover,
meetings of trade unionists who are
members of the SWP and YSA voted to
make the subscription drive a central
part of their activity in the coming
weeks.

The SWP and YSA branches and
chapters and their active supporters,
who will get the bulk of the subscrip-
tions, began signing up new subscribers
as soon as they left the conference. They

We’re signing up 10,000 new readers!

weren’t waiting for anything and expect
to have a lot of new readers before Labor
Day.

Twenty teams are also hitting the road
to sell subscriptions at plants, mines,
farm protests, colleges, and high schools
throughout the United States and Puerto
Rico. The first teams are getting under
way this week.

International subscribers will also in-
crease during the drive. Some were sub-
scribers to Intercontinental Press, which
suspended publication in early August.
Others will be convinced to subscribe as
the result of international promotional
efforts.

For $3.50, new readers will receive
12 issues of the Militant and the new
Pathfinder Press pamphlet, “The 1985—
86 Hormel Meat-Packers Strike in Aus-
tin, Minnesota,” by Fred Halstead, or
for $2.50, five issues of Perspectiva
Mundial and the Spanish-language edi-
tion of the pamphlet.

groups in solidarity with Nicaragua.

The majority of these new conference
participants were under 30 years of age.

Prominent leaders of these struggles also
attended the conference to explain what
they are fighting for and seek the support of
those present. These included Jim Guyette,
president of Local P-9 of the United Food
and Commercial Workers, currently under
trusteeship, in Austin, Minnesota; Neo
Mnumzana, chief representative to the
United Nations for the African National
Congress of South Africa; Yolanda
Campbell, a member of the Autonomy
Commission from Southern Zelaya on Nic-
aragua’s Atlantic Coast; Amalia Dixon
Cunningham, a Miskito Indian from Nica-
ragua’s Rio Coco and a spokesperson for
the Autonomy House in Managua; and
Wabun-Inini (Vernon Bellecourt), a leader
of the International Indian Treaty Council
and the American Indian Movement.

Participants also came from Senegal,
Argentina, New Zealand, Australia, Japan,
Britain, France, Germany, and Canada.

What brought them together for five
days of study and exchange of experiences
and political perspectives was the fact that
all of them are involved in struggles that
challenge the system in which a tiny minor-
ity of capitalists and landlords oppress and
exploit the world’s working people.

What it will take to end that system,
what the international working class has
discovered in its battles for more than a
century, what lessons can be learned from
the revolutions in Russia, Nicaragua, and
Cuba, were major themes of the confer-
ence.

By the week’s end, members of the SWP
and YSA concluded that the growing inter-
est in socialist ideas makes it possible to
sell 10,000 subscriptions to the Militant
and to Perspectiva Mundial, its sister
Spanish-language publication, this fall.
The subscription effort will be combined
with sales of English and Spanish-language

Continued on Page 4

‘A long list
of dead
and crippled’

BY RUTH NEBBIA

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — “A long list
of dead, wounded, crippled, tortured, kid-
napped, and war refugees” is the result of
Washington’s “official policy of state ter-
rorism,”” declared Victor Tinoco, vice—for-
eign minister of Nicaragua, in a protest let-
ter to U.S. Secretary of State George
Shultz in late July.

Tinoco sent the letter following the July
28 ambush in Nicaragua of two trucks car-
rying civilians by mercenaries armed and
financed by the U.S. government. The 15
civilians were fired on near the town of
Zompopera in north-central Nicaragua.
Five were killed, and two were wounded.

Two of the dead were a German and a
Swiss volunteer who were helping build
housing and water systems in the area.
Two others were members of the San-
dinista National Liberation Front.

That same day, mercenaries attacked the
tobacco-growing community of Panali in
northwest Nicaragua. Using mortar and
grenade launchers, they killed a 75-year-
old man, a 45-year-old woman, and three
youths aged 13. They wounded 20 people,
including two children, and burned four
houses before they were repelled by militia
and Sandinista army forces.

On July 27 a mercenary band attacked
the town of La Pradera, wounding two ci-
vilians and destroying two tractors. On
July 25 another U.S.-organized terrorist
group raided the town of El Chile and kid-
napped a Belgian volunteer worker, who
was later released.

Despite the decision of the World Court
condemning this U.S. aggression, Tinoco
pointed out, the U.S. government “con-
tinues to deepen its policy of state terrorism
against the people of Nicaragua and the
citizens of various countries who engage in
civilian cooperation activities.”

Socialist candidates
file for N.Y. ballot

BY NAN BAILEY

NEW YORK — On August 15 Socialist
Workers candidates filed 44,000 signatures
at the state board of elections in Albany to
put the party on the November ballot in
New York.

Forty thousand signatures were filed for
U.S. Senate candidate Mike Shur and
4,000 for Jim Callahan, SWP candidate for
U.S. Congress, 23rd C.D. Shur and Calla-
han join gubernatorial candidate Theresa
Delgadillo and candidate for lieutenant
governor George Kontanis on the SWP
statewide slate.

Civil libertarian and solidarity activist
Reszin Adams joined Shur and Callahan at
a press conference to express her support
for the SWP’s right to ballot status. Other
supporters of the SWP’s ballot rights in-
clude Pete Seeger; attorney Leonard
Boudin; Margarita Aguilar, president of
AFT Local 3882; James Haughton, chair-
man of Harlem Fightback; professors
James McClellan (State University of New
York) and Bertell Ollman (New York Uni-
versity), and Irish activist George Harri-
son.



N.Y. petitioners get good response from strikers

BY ANDY COATES, SHEILA
KENNEDY, AND JANET POST
As part of the drive to put the
candidates of the Socialist Work-
ers Party on the New York state
ballot, two teams of campaigners

They talked to strikers from
United Steelworkers of America
Local 3701. The workers are zinc
miners who have been on strike at
St. Joe Resources Co. in Gouver-
neur, New York, for more than a

SELLING OUR PRESS
AT THE PLANT GATE

traveled through central and north-
ern New York.

The two teams got an excellent
response from workers, farmers,
and students.

Mike Shur, SWP candidate for
Senate from New York, headed
the team that traveled in the west-
ern Adirondack mountains just
south of the Canadian border.

Tammy Saper and Andy Coates
from the Capital District Young
Socialist Alliance were also on
that team.

year.
Referring to the company
guards, gatehouse, and attack

dogs, one striker, a new Militant
subscriber, likened the situation
faced by the workers to the situa-
tion in Central America. He said
the company guards look just like
mercenaries.

When the team visited the strike
headquarters the following morn-
ing, Mike Shur was invited to
make a presentation about his
campaign to the strike steering

committee.

A total of 16 miners signed the
SWP petition. Seven copies of the
Militant were sold along with two
subscriptions.

The team then traveled to De-
feriet where they petitioned,
passed out campaign leaflets, and
sold the Militant and Perspectiva
Mundial at the gate of the Cham-
pion Paper Mill. Members of the
United Paperworkers International
Union have been working without
a contract for a year and are facing
a possible strike. Twelve workers
signed the petition, and six Mili-
tants were sold. The next stop was
Massena, just below the Canadian
border, where there are a number
of factories.

At the General Motors Foundry,
which is scheduled to be shut
down soon, the team sold six pa-
pers.

It visited the headquarters of
Local 420 of the Aluminum, Brick
and Glass Workers union, which

had settled its three-week-old
strike the day before.

The union president invited
Shur to speak before the executive
board about his campaign. Four
Militants and one subscription
were sold at that stop.

Jon Teitelbaum, Sheila Ken-
nedy, and Janet Post were on the
central New York team. In addi-
tion to petitioning for Shur and his
running mate for governor,
Theresa Delgadillo, the team also
petitioned for Jim Callahan, SWP
candidate for Congress from the
23rd Congressional District. Cal-
lahan is an Albany textile worker.

A large layoff is expected soon
at the General Electric plant in
Schenectady. Several shutdowns
are being discussed in Syracuse.
Workers the team talked to were
concerned about the adverse ef-
fects of these shutdowns.

Six papers were sold at the
Chrysler plant gates in Syracuse.

In Lansing the team had discus-

sions with members of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists
on strike at the Cargill Corp. salt
mines. The main issue in the strike
is seniority rights. The company
has brought in scabs to work in the
mines.

Two subscriptions were sold.
One woman said, “I don’t have
very much money, but I want to
use it to buy the papers. This is the
kind of newspaper I want to read.”

At Syracuse University the team
set up a literature table, and more
than 100 people signed the peti-
tion.

In Rome we met with support-
ers of the Young Socialist Al-
liance. After discussing politics
for awhile, two decided to join the
YSA. A

In Auburn the team was invited
to attend a slide show on Nicara-
gua and El Salvador presented by
a YSA member and a campaign
supporter. Many of the 25 who at-
tended signed the SWP petition.

‘Fidel and Religion’

BY DEB SHNOOKAL

MANILA — The book Fidel and Relig-
ion, Conversations with Frei Betto, which
has already sold millions of copies in Latin
America, has now reached the shores of
another former Spanish colony across the
Pacific Ocean — the Philippines.

As part of the commemoration of the
"33rd anniversary of the attack on the Mon-
cada barracks, which became the opening
shot of the Cuban revolution, led by the
July 26 Movement, a series of book
launchings of Fidel and Religion were re-
cently organized in Manila. Book launch-
ings have also taken place throughout July
and August in Australia and New Zealand.
The first English-language edition of Fidel
and Religion has been published by Path-
finder Press in Australia and is being distri-
buted throughout the Asia Pacific region.

Fidel and Religion was enthusiastically
received by large audiences at the Manila
book launches held at the University of the
Philippines July 28 and on August 1 at the
Sister Formation Institute, a convent where
the national offices of the human rights or-
ganization Task Force Detainees are lo-
cated.

Father Ed de la Torre, a revolutionary
priest who was imprisoned for many years
under the Marcos dictatorship, commented
on the similarities between Latin America
and the Philippines in the August 1 book
launch. De la Torre pointed in particular to
the importance of the Cuban revolutionary
experience. He said, “I think that Cuba is a
better parallel country to the Philippines
than China or Vietnam. We have so much
in common — the U.S. occupation, a
Christian culture. And the Marxist lan-
guage from there is more open to Christian-
ity than Asian Marxism. In Latin America

Militant/Russell Johnson
Father Ed de la Torre

a Marxist has to adjust to the cultural
Christianity.”

De la Torre also expressed his gratitude
that Fidel and Religion is now available in
English for Filipino readers because, he re-
marked, “there are not too many Filipinos
who speak Spanish and who also want so-
cial change!” (Under the American occu-
pation of the Philippines, Spanish re-
mained the language of the ruling elite.
Today, English and Tagalog are the two of-
ficial languages.)

The August 1 book launching of Fidel

and Religion was sponsored and attended
by a wide range of religious organizations.

A number of leaders of Bayan and other
mass movements also attended the Fidel
and Religion book launchings. Some re-
porters, including Armando Malay from
the Malaya newspaper, the main opposi-
tion daily under Marcos, came too. Jose
Maria Sison, founder of the Communist
Party of the Philippines, who was released
in March by President Corazon Aquino
after nearly nine years in prison, also at-
tended the book launching.

The book launching was chaired by Sis-
ter Mary John Mananzan, dean of St.
Scholasticas College and leader of the
Filipina women’s organization Gabriela.
Mario Bolasco, a teacher from St. Scholas-
ticas, also addressed the meeting.

The Cuban ambassador to the Philip-
pines, Ana Maria Gonzilez, was warmly
received by the 250 people who attended
the August 1 book launching. She related
her experience when she first read Fidel
and Religion, saying, “Reading this book
was the first time we learned about the
childhood of our president — that he had
gone hungry as a child — even though
Fidel had been our leader for so many
years.”

She then went on to review some of the
experiences of the Cuban revolution, say-
ing that “the first years of our revolution
were not easy, especially after we began to
institute the Moncada program, the agra-
rian reform.”

Gonzélez also explained how there were
“some strained relations with the church”
in these early years, but concluded by say-
ing, “What communists and Christians
have in common is the interests of the
poor. I recommend that all of you read this
book.”

book launched in Philippines

Father Ed de la Torre argued that Fidel
and Religion was a challenge to the church:
“The very person of Fidel Castro and the
position he occupies as head of state and
leader of a communist party is important in
considering this book. It is one thing for
such a view about Christian Marxist
dialogue to be put forward by someone like
Castro. But we don’t find church leaders in
similar positions who find it diplomatic to
make such statements without endangering
their positions.”

Deb Shnookal from Pathfinder Press
Pacific and Asia, the publishers of the new
book, announced at the launching that
Fidel and Religion was about to be re-
printed in the Philippines by Popular
Bookstore, thereby making the book more
widely available at a lower price.

Another book launching was held in
Manila July 28 as part of a forum at the
University of the Philippines on the topic
“Socialism and Democracy in Cuba: 27
Years of People’s Power.” More than 200
people participated in this meeting, which
was also addressed by Ana Maria Gon-
zalez.

Gonzilez drew many parallels and con-
trasts between the Cuban and Filipino ex-
periences in facing the challenge of dis-
mantling the structures of overthrown dic-
tatorships. The lively discussion that fol-
lowed lasted several hours.

In his review of Fidel and Religion at
this meeting, P.N. Abinales of the Third
World Studies Center at the University of
the Philippines commented, “We hope that
through this book we Filipinos can also dis-
cover our ties with our struggling Latin
American brothers, sisters, and comrades
and learn from their experiences as we
hope they will learn from ours.”
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Hormel workers continue the struggle

600 hail new union on anniversary of Minnesota strike

BY MEG ELLIS

AUSTIN, Minn. — One year ago on
August 17, Local P-9 of the United Food
and Commercial Workers union (UFCW)
went on strike to gain a fair contract from
Geo. A. Hormel & Co.

The big-business media here has been
labeling the strike a failure, calling the
Austin workers losers and predicting a
bleak future for Austin meatpackers.

A rally and picnic held here on the an-
niversary of the strike showed that nothing
could be further from the truth.

Six hundred confident and determined
meatpackers, their families, and supporters
told a different story. Connie Dammen
opened the rally by introducing herself as a
charter member of the North American
Meat Packers Union — Original Local P-9.

NAMPU is the new union recently
formed by rank-and-file workers in Austin.
It was organized after top UFCW officials
put Local P-9 in trusteeship, called off the
strike, seized the local union’s assets and
offices, and took over negotiations with
Hormel.

Dammen welcomed union members
from as far away as California, New York,
Massachusetts, Texas, and Britain.

She also explained that many meatpack-
ers could not attend because they were in
Iowa meeting with other packinghouse
workers.

‘Not going it alone’

The crowd broke into applause when
Dammen said, “We’re not going it alone.
People are discussing not when to leave the
UFCW, but how. NAMPU is showing the
way.”

Another meatpacker who spoke was
Kelly Cross, a 30-year veteran of UFCW
Local 540 in Sherman, Texas.

In November 1984 her union went on
strike against Oscar Mayer. UFCW Inter-
national officials sanctioned the strike.
“But,” Cross said, “we were 600 people
out in a thousand square miles by our-
selves. The International wouldn’t sanction
roving pickets, but we sent them anyway.”

In response, the union’s top officials
threatened to put the local under trus-
teeship, negotiated a concession contract,
and forced the meatpackers back to work.

Cross concluded, “As a victim of the
UFCW bureaucracy I had to come 800
miles to meet people like you. And it was
worth the trip.”

Larry McClurg from Ottumwa, Iowa,
explained why 500 members of UFCW
Local 431 had honored P-9’s picket lines at
the Ottumwa Hormel plant. “During the
Morrell strike in 1921 my grandfather
faced submachine guns used by the Na-
tional Guard to escort the scabs. That’s
why we negotiated language in our contract
to honor picket lines.”

‘Reorganize the organized’

“You’re showing us how to reorganize
the organized so the unorganized will want
to be organized,” McClurg said of the Aus-

Iowa Morrell workers
honor roving pickets

The bulk of the 2,400 union meatpackers
at the John Morrell and Co. plant in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, walked off the job on
August 4 and again on August 15. They
were honoring roving picket lines set up by
striking meatpackers from the Morrell
plant in Arkansas City, Kansas.

Morrell executives got a federal judge to
issue a temporary restraining order barring
the walkouts and are seeking an injunction.
They complain that the walkouts have cost
the company time and money.

“They’ve been led down the garden path
by both the international union and local
union leadership,” Ted Steadman, vice-
president for labor relations, said of the
meatpackers who joined these acts of sol-
idarity. He claimed the Morrell workers are
on a “suicide mission.”

Dennis Foster, president of United Food
and Commercial Workers Local 304A,
stressed that the Sioux Falls workers had
the right under the contract to honor sym-
pathy picket lines.

tin unionists. “You’re showing that it

doesn’t matter where in the country or the

world you are. The exploitation by the in-
dustrialists is worldwide. You’re turning
this around, too.

“And you’ve shown us the PDA process
of functioning — prepare, decide, and act.
Use all your resources, and implement the
decisions you have made.”

One of the rally’s highlights came when
Rod Huinker, also a charter member of
NAMPU, reported on the support recently
gained at the national convention of the
American Postal Workers Union.

The postal workers adopted six families
of Hormel workers, pledging to give them
$500 per month for two years. The postal
workers also endorsed the boycott of Hor-
mel products and sent a message to state
and county authorities demanding that
felony riot charges against 18 unionists be
dropped. The charges stem from a peaceful
picket line in Austin last April that was at-
tacked by cops and sheriff’s deputies.

Continued on Page 12
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Hormel workers at June “Solidarity City” encampment in Austin, Minnesota. Event
backed their struggle for decent contract from union-busting company.

‘Rally for labor fighting back’ in Missouri

BY VIVIAN SAHNER
AND KIM KLEINMAN

HAZELWOOD, Mo. — More than 300
people — mostly from the St. Louis area
but from other places in the Midwest as
well — gathered at United Auto Workers
Local 325 Labor Hall August 3 for a “Rally
for Labor Fighting Back.”

Veterans of the struggle against Geo. A.
Hormel & Co. from Austin, Minnesota,
and Ottumwa, Iowa, joined TWA flight at-
tendants, Teamsters, coal miners, auto
workers, and Coalition of Black Trade
Unionists members in what one St. Louis
daily paper called “an old-fashioned labor
rally.”

Oscar Mayer meatpackers from Chicago
and Nashville traveled more than 300 miles
to attend the rally. In Chicago the company
has locked out the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers (UFCW) members and
begun hiring replacements.

UAW Local 691 members on strike
against Lincoln Engineering in St. Louis
participated in the rally.

And members of International Union of
Electronics Workers Local 1102 came to
celebrate their victory over Emerson Elec-
tric’s drive to take back previously won
gains.

Inside the union hall listening to the
speeches, at information tables at the back,
and over heaping plates of food, workers
gathered for a serious and thoughtful dis-
cussion of recent experiences in the labor
movement.

Dave Dowling, president of United
Steelworkers of America Local 67 at Gran-
ite City Steel, expressed the sentiment of
many when he told the crowd, “This meet-
ing is the most positive thing that’s hap-
pened in labor here for a long time. As I
look around and see the different unions
represented here I get a sense that I'm look-
ing at part of the solution — we just all
have to pull together.”

The rally was sponsored by the St. Louis
Labor Solidarity Committee, which grew
out of trips by local unionists to Austin and
Ottumwa to demonstrate solidarity with the
meatpackers.

One of the union locals most involved in
this committee is UAW Local 325. In addi-
tion to hosting the rally, Local 325 pre-
pared the barbecue, collected more than
$300 the week before the rally at a plant-
gate collection, sold more than 5,000
“Hormel buster” T-shirts, and produced a
new T-shirt for this rally based on the Aus-
tin Labor Center mural dedicated to Afri-
can National Congress leader Nelson Man-
dela.

In introducing featured speaker Jim
Guyette, suspended president of United
Food and Commercial Workers Local P-9,
Larry Bastain, recording secretary of
UAW Local 325, told the crowd, “Local P-
9 in Austin, Minnesota, and Local 431 in
Ottumwa, Iowa, have given us a shot in the
arm. They’ve shown us the way to fight
back and the true meaning of solidarity in

their fight against the Hormel company. I
don’t think you can call yourself a trade
unionist today and not go to Austin and Ot-
tumwa to learn from them.”

Guyette recounted his local’s struggle
against Hormel, which has led them into
confrontation with the cops, courts, Na-
tional Guard, press, and, now, the UFCW
International. “In the *30s we had the Great
Depression, today in Austin it’s the Great
Oppression,” he said.

A highlight of the meeting was
Nomonde Ngubo’s presentation.

Ngubo is special representative for inter-
national relations to United Mine Workers
President Richard Trumka and a founding
member of the National Union of
Mineworkers in South Africa.

She was greeted by a standing ovation,
punctuated by clenched fist salutes. She

Unionists team up

BY HILDE EDLER

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — “It’s about time
somebody took a stand and fought back,” a
warehouseman told Larry McClurg of
United Food and Commercial Workers
Local 431 in Ottumwa, Iowa, as we were
leaving the lunchroom at Consolidated
Freightway.

McClurg, along with Bill Cook, also
from UFCW 431; Dan Pedersen, an Aus-
tin, Minnesota, meatpacker; Helen McDer-
mott of the Independent Federation of
Flight Attendants; Thomas Ludgood, from
International Brotherhood of Teamsters
Local 600; and myself, made up a team
that built the St. Louis Labor Solidarity
Committee’s “Rally for Labor Fighting
Back” August 3.

Using a mobile home as an organizing
and publicity center, we went to 17 truck-
ing depots to pass out leaflets on the rally
and talk about the labor struggles we are
part of.

In many cases, mini-rallies of up to 30
workers took place as we went right into
break areas to tell the story.

“It amazed me,” McClurg told me, “that
they would donate their breaks to us. It
seemed like they were listening and listen-
ing hard.”

Earlier in the week Pedersen spoke to
125 members of Laborers Local 42. The
local had put out a “No Hormel” bumper
sticker a few months ago. They continued
their solidarity by voting to buy the entire
supply — more than $600 worth — of T-
shirts, buttons, and other materials Peder-
sen brought from Austin to help build the
rally.

Pedersen also received an “All Miners
Working Together” T-shirt from the South-
ern Illinois Mining Support Team when he
attended their meeting in Du Quoin, II-
linois. The women miners there had previ-
ously heard about the struggle in Austin at
the Coal Employment Project conference
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spoke strongly for sanctions against the
apartheid regime.

Jerry Parks, leader of farm protests in
Chillicothe, Missouri, and a member of the
Farm Alliance of Rural Missouri, de-
scribed the devastating effects of the farm
crisis on the state, saying, “Before union-
busting there was farm-busting.”

“I’ve made several trips to Austin and
Ottumwa,” he continued, “and without
labor and farmers joined together the cor-
porations will defeat us.”

Vicki Frankovich, national president of
the Independent Federation of Flight At-
tendants, was one of 50 TWA flight atten-
dants who attended the rally.

“Meetings like this help you understand
that you’re not isolated. We’re proud to be
part of a larger movement,” she said.

to build rally

earlier that month in Paintsville, Kentucky.

Pedersen also met with Jim Zeeb, news
secretary of the Illinois American Agricul-
ture Movement, Inc. Leaflets for the rally
had earlier been distributed at a statewide
AAM meeting on July 13.

McDermott of the flight attendants’
union also helped build the rally. She an-
nounced it when she addressed a member-
ship meeting of International Union of
Electronics Workers Local 1102. At that
meeting 350 leaflets were distributed to the
workers who are involved in a contract bat-
tle.

She also spoke to the July 26 meeting of

the St. Louis chapter of the Coalition of
Labor Union Women.
- A contingent of more than 20 members
of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists
(CBTU) canceled their monthly meeting to
attend the rally. The CBTU also contri-
buted $150 to bring Nomonde Ngubo from
the United Mine Workers of America staff
to speak at the rally about the fight against
apartheid in South Africa.

Contracts to expire

A number of contracts at meatpacking
plants organized by the United Food and
Commercial Workers Union (UFCW) will
expire September 1. Negotiations for new
contracts will take place amidst the grow-
ing ferment of packinghouse workers try-
ing to resist the bosses’ profit drive.

Contracts are due that day at Geo. A.
Hormel & Co. plants in Fremont, Neb-
raska; Algona, Iowa; Beloit, Wisconsin;
Dallas; Houston; Atlanta; -and Charlotte,
North Carolina.

Contracts are up at Oscar Mayer packing
plants in Davenport, lowa, and Madison,
Wisconsin, that same day.

The Dubuque, Iowa, FDL packinghouse
contract expires a few days earlier.
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Special guests who addressed conference. Clockwise from top left: Indian rights leader Wabun-Inini, Yolanda Campbell and
Amalia Dixon from autonomy project in Nicaragua; attorney Leonard Boudin; Neo Mnumzana of African National Congress;
author Jeffrey Elliot; meatpackers leader Jim Guyette; flight attendant unionist Marsha Halverson.

Socialist conference draws unionists

Continued from front page
copies of the Pathfinder Press pamphlet,
“The 1985-86 Hormel Meat-Packers Strike
in Austin, Minnesota,” by Fred Halstead.
The importance of signing up 10,000
new readers of the socialist press was dem-
onstrated by the fact that many of those at-
tending their first socialist conference said
they had learned about the YSA and SWP
through buying a copy of the Militant or
PM, attending a Militant Forum, visiting a
Pathfinder Press bookstore, or meeting a
campaigner for SWP candidates running
for public office.

‘Decline of last empire’

In a speech on the opening night of the
conference, SWP National Secretary Jack
Barnes pointed out that the deepening
capitalist assault on working people’s
rights around the world is “driving the
working class together.” Differences of
skin color, sex, or national origin — which
the U.S. employers have always used to di-
vide and weaken the working class — are
becoming less important than the realiza-
tion that those who work for a living are
part of the same class, facing the same
enemy. And that they are one with workers
and farmers around the world.

The bankruptcy of capitalist rule in the
United States is leading to what Barnes
called “the decline of the last empire the
world will ever see. The battle to finally re-
move it, and remove it before it destroys
the earth, will open up an entirely new
period in the history of humankind.”

Barnes pointed to the struggle being
waged by meatpackers in Austin, Min-
nesota, as an important example of workers
fighting to build a labor movement that be-
longs to and acts in the interests of its mem-
bership.

The lessons of the P-9 strike were de-
veloped in the next day’s talk given by Mac
Warren, director of the SWP’s Trade
Union Bureau.

Warren related the experiences of the
Austin meatpackers as they resisted the
Hormel company’s attempts to gut their
rights and working conditions, went to the
International union officials of the UFCW
and found they were unwilling to back
them up, and decided to continue fighting
anyway. (The full story of this strike is
contained in the pamphlet by Fred
Halstead.)

What stands out about the Austin strug-
gle, Warren said, is its democratic charac-
ter, the confidence of the strikers that they
could win solidarity from other trade
unionists and their allies, and their convic-
tion that it is better to struggle than surren-
der to employer demands without a fight.
The P-9 fighters are not unique in this, he
added, but rather stand as an example of
the deepening militancy and political
awareness of a broader layer of U.S. work-
ers.

Conference participants had the opportu-
nity to learn more about this battle from
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meatpacker leaders who presented both a
workshop and a special evening session be-
fore the whole conference.

At the evening session, Jim Guyette was
introduced by Larry McClurg of UFCW
Local 431 in Ottumwa, Iowa.

What is unionism?

“Unionism — what is it?” McClurg
asked the crowd. “Maybe we should rede-
fine what it is. We can say it’s uniting to-
gether to gain strength, to fight against
concessions. We can say it’s a gathering
together of people not only in this country
but in all countries of the world to fight
back against the exploitation of workers by
industrialists who wish to capitalize from
their misery.”

In his talk Guyette described the learning
experience P-9 members have gone
through in their battle for a fighting union.
He stressed that “the struggle continues,”
despite the big obstacles thrown in front of
the unionists — from police attacks, to
criminal charges against strike leaders, to
attempts to bring contempt-of-court
charges against the union’s two attorneys,
Margaret Winter and Emily Bass, to the ef-
forts of the UFCW International to betray
the struggle.

He pointed out that the UFCW official-
dom has actively campaigned against Aus-
tin workers’ efforts to win solidarity for
their fight. “They told me I shouldn’t go to
Chicago, or Detroit, or New York, because
there’s Black people there, and ‘you know
what Black people do to white people,””
said Guyette. “And then they told Black
workers in Chicago, Illinois, that they
ought not come to Minnesota, because
there’s white people there, and ‘you know
what white people do to Black people.’”

Meatpackers at the Hormel plant will
soon have an election, he reported, in
which there will be three choices on the
ballot: “no union, the UFCW union, or the
North American Meat Packers Union
[NAMPU].”

NAMPU, said Guyette, “represents a
union in which people can vote for their
representatives, people can vote for their
contract, people can honor picket lines, a
union where the democratic process is alive
and well” and which believes that “labor
solidarity knows no borders.”

Employers’ propaganda against women

The changes in the thinking of women
workers as their experiences on the job and
in society lead them to identify more as
members of the working class was the
theme of a major talk by Militant coeditor
Margaret Jayko.

The employing class is barraging
women with newspaper articles, pseudo-
scientific studies, and TV programs telling
them their only goal in life should be to get
and stay married and raise children. But the
ruling class doesn’t care whether women
are married or single, whether they bear
children or have abortions, Jayko pointed

out. The aim of all this propaganda is to
blunt women’s interest in politics and their
independence and reinforce feelings of in-
adequacy and inferiority in order to inten-
sify their exploitation on the job.

Jayko’s talk struck a particularly respon-
sive chord among the many women work-
ers in the audience.

As Marsha Halverson, a leader of the re-
cent TWA flight attendants’ strike from
Cleveland, told the rally that closed the
conference, “I didn’t used to think of my-
self as a worker.” She explained that she
has been a flight attendant for 17 years. But
after her experience in the strike, she said,
“if someone told me I could have my job
back — but I'd have to be like I was before
— I wouldn’t take it.”

How the capitalist system perpetuates
women’s oppression and what it will take
to emancipate women was the theme of a
well-attended class series during the con-
ference. The classes examined the Marxist
view of women’s oppression and the les-
sons that can be drawn from the experi-
ences of women in both Nicaragua and
Cuba, where capitalist rule has been over-
turned.

Identification with the gains women and
working people as a whole have made in
Cuba and Nicaragua and enthusiasm for the
advancing revolution in South Africa
marked the conference as a whole. Major
talks were presented on ““The Coming Rev-
olution in South Africa,” by Militant circu-
lation director Malik Miah; “The Nicara-
guan Revolution Today,” by Cindy
Jaquith, director of the Militant/Perspec-
tiva Mundial bureau in Managua; and
“Revolutionary Cuba,” by Mary-Alice
Waters, coeditor of the Marxist journal
New International.

Nicaragua and South Africa

A highlight of the conference was a spe-
cial session featuring Yolanda Campbell
and Amalia Dixon of Nicaragua and Neo
Mnumzana of the African National Con-
gress.

The three were introduced by Thiago de
Mello, a well-known Brazilian jazz musi-
cian who is a prominent activist in the fight
against U.S. intervention in Nicaragua and
a founder of Ventana, the U.S. artists’
group in solidarity with the Sandinista rev-
olution.

Campbell explained Nicaragua’s auton-
omy project, which aims to overcome the
legacy of special discrimination against the
peoples of that country’s Atlantic Coast —
Miskito, Sumo, and Rama Indians;
Creoles; Garifonas; and Spanish-speaking
mestizos — and unite them with the
Spanish-speaking population of Nicara-
gua’s Pacific Coast.

The goal of the autonomy process, she
said, is to “recognize the legitimate de-
mands of the indigenous peoples and ethnic
communities” of the Atlantic Coast; recog-
nize that “these can only be fulfilled within
a united, national state,” and that “autono-

my is only possible because there is a rev-
olutionary process” in Nicaragua.

“For the first time in history, a Miskito
man, a Black man, a Sumo man will be
proud of his identity,” she said.

Drawing on her own experience, Dixon
took up the U.S. victimization of Nicara-
guans who are Indians. When the San-
dinista  revolution  triumphed, she
explained, it was natural that there would
be a clash of different cultures, traditions,
and experiences between the Pacific and
the Atlantic. “The United States took ad-
vantage of this conflict, giving us arms to
destroy ourselves,” she said.

The autonomy process is overcoming
this division and isolation, she explained,
as well as conducting the dialogue for
peace between the Sandinistas and those
Miskitos still in arms. The result, she con-
cluded, is that “for the first time, the Atlan-
tic people are going to have our rights and
exercise our rights as Nicaraguans.”

Mnumzana described to the audience the
deepening of the revolution in South Af-
rica, emphasizing the advances in organi-
zation in the Black townships.

The slogan in the townships now, he
said, is “From ungovernability to people’s
power,” as the Black working masses es-
tablish street, block, and zonal committees
to govern the towns, collect and reduce
rents, administer justice through people’s
tribunals, and set up schools to teach the
people their true history.

Mnumzana also emphasized the impor-
tance of the autonomy process in Nicara-
gua for the revolution in South Africa and
revolutions around the world.

He hailed Nicaragua’s revolutionary
government for “encouraging people at dif-
ferent stations of development not to wait
to have their station raised by someone
else, but to participate in the process of the
leveling of differences.”

The speeches were greeted with standing
ovations and a final chant of “Viva Cuba!
Viva Nicaragua! Viva the ANC! Viva
nosotros! [us]!”

Model for Indians

The international significance of autono-
my was also explained by Wabun-Inini,
who told the conference’s final rally it “can
in fact become a model, the example, for
how 100 million Indians of North, Central,
and South America are going to participate
within the revolutionary struggle.”

Wabun-Inini presented four slide-show
classes to the conference on the Indian
struggle in Nicaragua, the United States,
Guatemala, El Salvador, and other coun-
tries, as well as on a recent trip he made to
Libya.

His were among the broad range of
classes and panels held during the confer-
ence.

The noted attorney Leonard Boudin,
who is general counsel for the National
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee,
spoke on the recent World Court decision
condemning the U.S. aggression against
Nicaragua. In the United States, Boudin
represents Nicaragua’s mission to the
United Nations and the government of
Cuba and has defended many victims of
capitalist injustice, including the SWP and
YSA. He is the socialists’ attorney in their
landmark lawsuit against government spy-
ing.

Professor Jeffrey Elliot gave a presenta-
tion on his experiences in preparing the
Pathfinder Press book Nothing Can Stop
the Course of History, a major interview
with Cuban leader Fidel Castro.

There were also classes on the history of
the U.S. labor movement, the Marxist
view of religion, fascism and how to fight
it, Marx and Engels on the housing ques-
tion, the fight against nuclear power and
environmental destruction, and the role of
imperialism around the world.

New York dairy farmer Jo Bates and
John Burkett from the Ohio Family Farm-
ers Movement participated in a panel on
farmers’ struggles.

Cultural contributions

Although classes, worksiiops, and infor-
mal discussions lasted late into the even-
ing, conference participants didn’t miss the
opportunity to celebrate the cultural contri-
butions the oppressed and exploited are
making around the world. Those contribu-
tions were exemplified by the stunning,
hand-painted banners that decorated the
conference sessions, the work of Denny
Mealy, a meatpacker from Austin, Mike
Alewitz, and many others who volunteered

Continued on next page



Oscar Mayer workers press for united fight

BY HOLLY HARKNESS

CHICAGO — On August 17, some 300
Oscar Mayer workers rallied at a ballpark
here across the street from the plant on
Chicago’s near North Side. They were pro-
testing the company’s lockout of 600 work-
ers since mid-June.

The workers, members of United Food
and Commercial Workers Local P-100,
overwhelmingly turned down two succes-
sive concession contract proposals from
the company. Soon after the first vote, the
company issued layoff notices to all but
about 60 workers at the plant.

When the union rejected the company’s
second proposal, including a 10-month
wage freeze, the company began hiring
“temporary workers” to replace those laid
off.

A further blow to the locked-out workers
came when the Illinois Employment Secu-
rity Department withheld their unemploy-
ment benefits on the grounds that a labor
dispute was in progrecs at the plant. Union
members are appealing the decision to the
National Labor Relations Board.

Daily picket lines have been set up at the
plant. The rally leaflet explained, “We are
determined to build unity in strength. . . .
We are building unity with other Oscar
Mayer workers, especially those in Madi-
son [Wisconsin] and Davenport [lowa],
whose contracts expire August 31. We are
preparing to show the company one solid
fist come September 1.”

Breaking down divisions

Earlier this summer, Chicago Oscar
Mayer workers traveled to the Madison and
Davenport plants to break down divisions
the company has fostered by pitting one
plant against another in attempts to drive
down wages and benefits.

The company’s most recent proposal of-
fered to increase the base pay of the
mechanical workers (pipefitters, mill-
wrights, maintenance workers, electri-
cians, etc.), who used to make the same
rate as production workers.

“They thought the mechanical workers
would swing the vote for the last contract
offer,” Ed Malis, a mechanic in the
machine shop, told the Militant. “But it
didn’t work out that way.”

Protest in Hartford
to demand freedom
for Puerto Ricans

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

A demonstration demanding freedom for
Puerto Rican political prisoners and inde-
pendence for Puerto Rico has been called
for Hartford, Connecticut, on Saturday,
August 30.

This protest will take place one year
after 13 political activists were arrested in a
massive FBI raid in Puerto Rico. In that at-
tack 200 government agents raided more
than 30 homes, closed down a proindepen-

dence magazine, and arrested 11 people.

At the same time, the FBI arrested two
other activists in Cuernavaca, Mexico, and
Dallas, Texas.

All 13 activists are charged with the
1983 robbery of a Wells Fargo armored
truck in Hartford. The FBI claims they are
members of the proindependence organiza-
tion Macheteros, which Washington al-
leges is a terrorist group.

Last March, three more people were ar-
rested and face the same frame-up charges.

The government denied the defendants
their right to bail, claiming this was legal
under provisions of the 1984 Bail Reform
Act. In May a federal court declared this
law unconstitutional. But despite this deci-
sion, nine of the political activists remain
locked up at Metropolitan Correctional
Center in New York City as the govern-
ment appeals this ruling.

The Hartford action is being organized
by the Puerto Rican Committee Against
Repression, which has active organizations
building the demonstration in New York
City; Boston; Amherst, Massachusetts; and
New Haven and Hartford, Connecticut.

Buses for the action will be leaving from
the New York City area. For more infor-
mation contact: Puerto Rican Committee
Against Repression, P.O. Box A-840,
New York, N.Y. 10163. Telephone (212)
286-0924.

Joe Rodriguez spoke to the rally on be-
half of the mechanics. “The company is
trying to separate us out. But when I get my
check every week it doesn’t say mechani-
cal worker, it says Oscar Mayer — the
same thing it says on the production work-
er’s check. We’re all just slaves, little
people, in the company’s eyes. We’re the
ones who made the company what it is
today, and they reward us by locking us
out.”

Two suspended elected officers of Local
P-9 in Austin, Minnesota, Lynn Huston
and Floyd Lenoch, addressed the rally.
Local P-9 was put under trusteeship by top
UFCW officials in May.

“We have a lot in common,” Huston told
the crowd of predominantly Black and
Latino workers, “because we work for the
most profitable meatpacking companies in

this country. None of us has received a
raise in six years. Our companies are in-
creasing their profits, yet they want to cut
our pay and benefits because every meat-
packing company across the country is
doing the same.”

“The two most important people in this
country today are the production worker
and the farmer because we make the prod-
ucts,” Lenoch said. “You here at Oscar
Mayer can do what we did in Austin, Min-
nesota. We must solve our own problems.”

Support needed

Cary Brown, a leader of the Oscar
Mayer workers, urged everyone to join the
union’s picket lines.

Support for a boycott of Oscar Mayer
products was a focus of the rally. Rev. Al
Sampson, a Chicago city council member,

urged the rally to win support for the
boycott from churches, grocery stores, and
from the mayor’s office.

Other speakers at the rally were Mike
Rosewell, Chicago Tribune Mailers Local
2, which has been on strike for the last 13
months; Virginia Beckett, vice-president
of United Electrical Workers Local 1154;
Mary Prindle, president of United Paper-
workers Local 325 and representative of
the Chicago Area Labor Support Commit-
tee; and Willie Ollie, striking member of
UFCW Local P-100 at Ampac meatpack-
ers.

The rally was organized by the Oscar
Mayer Workers Support Committee.

Donations and messages of support can
be sent to Oscar Mayer Workers Support
Committee, P.O. Box 804331, Chicago,
I11. 60680-4331.

Activists attend socialist conference

Continued from previous page

their time.

And they were highlighted by two major
concerts. Sechaba, the cultural group of the
ANC, gave a performance titled “In Salute
to South Africa’s Freedom Struggle.”
Amazon, the jazz band of Thiago de
Mello, performed a “Celebration of the
Sandinista: Revolution.” Joining Thiago
were the prominent trumpet player Claudio
Roditi and composer-pianist Llew Mat-
thews, who played for years with singer
Lena Horne. Singer Claudia Hommel also
performed.

The broad range of opportunities to learn
and exchange experiences led many partic-
ipants who had initially registered for only
a day or two of the conference to stay the
whole week. And it convinced 18 of those
present to join the Young Socialist Al-
liance, bringing to nearly 100 the number
of young people who have joined the YSA
since last January.

The success of the conference was cele-
brated in a wind-up rally the last night,
hosted by the Militant and Perspectiva
Mundial.

Greetings were presented by Wabun-
Inini; flight attendant Marsha Halverson;
Denny Mealy; Mary Ellen Marus, of the
Revolutionary Workers League of Canada;
Yolanda Campbell; and Neo Mnumzana.

‘A most important role’

Campbell emphasized that opponents of
the war against Nicaragua “should not be-
come depressed” by the $100 million for
the contras that has been approved by the
U.S. Congress. “You have a most impor-
tant role to play” in deepening opposition
to the U.S. war, she emphasized. This sol-
idarity goes hand in hand with the solidar-
ity U.S. working people are receiving from
“those on the Nicaraguan war front who are
dying every day for you and me, the
brothers who are dying every day in the
mountains in El Salvador,” and “the
thousands who have died in Cuba,” she
said.

“South Africa is prophetic of things to
come,” Mnumzana told the crowd, just as
“Nicaragua is the harbinger of the future,”
and “we have Cuba, which continues to
show us how brilliant the possibility of the
future can be.

“When workers across seas and oceans
begin to discover the natural bonds of sol-
idarity, it’s not the workers who are in
trouble, but the property owners,” he said.

The solidarity U.S. workers extend to
their brothers and sisters abroad also has a
complement, he said. “The most powerful
current of solidarity with all the struggles
of the Third World,” he concluded, “is the
struggle to liberate the United States of
America.”

The opportunity to deepen that two-way
solidarity that is offered by the October 25
regional antiwar protests in the United
States was pointed to by YSA national
leader Laura Garza.

‘A piece of their own story’

PM editor Martin Koppel reported the
enthusiastic response to the Militant/PM
subscription drive, which prompted the
doubling of the fall goal.

Fred Halstead encouraged the crowd to

take the meatpackers pamphlet to working
people across the country as part of this
subscription effort: “Sell it to fellow work-
ers, who will recognize in it a piece of their
own story.”

Militant  coeditor Doug  Jenness
explained how the Militant and PM will be
powerful weapons in the fight to defend the
Nicaraguan revolution by getting out the
facts of what the workers and farmers in
that country are defending against the
mightiest imperiali<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>