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Congress should rescind aid 
to Nicaragua 'contras' now! 

Nicaragua sounds alarDJ on 
U.S. troop DJoves in Honduras 
BY CINDY JAQUITH 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, Dec. 4 -
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega re­
ported last night that U.S. troops in Hon­
duras had moved within nine miles of the 
Nicaraguan border. They are supplying 
heavy weaponry to CIA-organized mer­
cenaries attempting to penetrate Nicara­
guan territory, he said. 

For the past four days, Sandinista sol­
diers have been battling some I ,000 to 
1 ,500 mercenaries trying to cross into Nic­
aragua to carry out terrorism and sabotage. 
The mercenaries are concentrated in the El 
Paralso area of southwestern Honduras. 

own and international laws in order to try 
to overthrow the Sandinista People's Revo­
lution. 

"The [Reagan] administration is not try­
ing to 'exert pressure' on the Sandinistas," 
Barricada stressed, "but is rather seeking 
to destroy the Sandinista revolution." 

The revelations are helping expose two 
key lies the Reagan administration has used 
to justify aid to the contras, said Bar­
ricada. One is the lie that the Sandinistas 
are "terrorists." The exposure of top White 
House officials as the suppliers of the 
weapons to murder Nicaraguan civilians 
unmasks "the real terrorist," said Bar­
ricada. Washington is "using terrorist 
means to attack a people whose only crime 

Continued on Page 5 

Support 
antiwar 
protests! 

Emergency protests demanding "U.S. 
hands off Nicaragua!" and that Congress 
rescind aid to the contras are urgently 
needed. That is the necessary response to 
the revelation that the White House has 
secretly transferred millions of dollars 
from arms sales to Iran to the mercenary 
bands trying to overthrow the Nicaraguan 
government. The Pledge of Resistance, a 
national antiwar group, backed by a wide 
range of other organizations, has called for 
a December l3 protest in Florida at the 

EDITORIAL 
U.S. Air Force base where the contras are 
being trained, with support actions in local 
areas. These demonstrations deserve the 
support of all those who oppose this dirty 
war. 

Now is also the time for the broad range 
of individuals and organizations that have 
been discussing the need for national an­
tiwar demonstrations on April 24 and 25 to 
issue a public call for the actions and begin 
building them. 

The people of the United States don't 
have to sit back and be spectators. We 
don't have to simply watch the fancy foot­
work of capitalist politicians trying to cut 
their losses as more and more facts about 
their secret activities in Nicaragua come to 
light. We can act. And by acting, we can 
affect what happens. 

Most working people oppose Washing­
ton's backing for the contras, and are angry 
about being lied to by the government. Pro­
tests will put a spotlight on the U.S.-or­
ganized aggression against Nicaragua as 
the central issue in the Washington scan­
dal. This can increase the political price the 
government has to pay for carrying out its 
expanding war in Central America. 

Continued on Page 14 

On November 30 an artillery unit of the 
!16th Brigade of the Florida National 
Guard began unannounced "exercises" 
with Honduran troops. They have moved 
within vi.ne miles of Nicaragua's border 
and 24 miles from the area where San­
dinista soldiers are battling the mer­
cenaries, Ortega said. 

On December 3 the mercenaries began 
using 81- and 85-millimeter artillery, "ob­
viously brought in by the U.S. troops," 
Ortega s<lid. 

Philippine government, rebels 
sign 60-day cease-fire pact 

Pointing out that the National Guard is 
violating the law of the United States -
which bars U.S. personnel from operating 
within 20 miles of Nicaragua's borders­
Ortega warned that the situation was "gen­
uinely grave. It could turn into a direct con­
frontation with U.S. troops." 

The Sandinistas warn that right in the 
midst of the revelations of secret White 
House funding for the mercenaries attack­
ing Nicaragua, the U.S. government is es­
calating its aggression. It is attempting in 
particular to provoke military conflicts be­
tween Nicaragua and the neighboring 
countries of Costa Rica and Honduras. 

The revelations are receiving extensive 
media coverage here. 

In a November 27 article, Barricada 
said the secret White House funding dem­
onstrates the clear determination of the 
U.S. administration to act outside both its 

BY FRED FELDMAN 
The government of Philippine President 

Corazon Aquino agreed November 27 to a 
60-day cease-fire with the New People's 
Army (NPA). It was the first time the gov­
ernment had agreed to a cease-fire in its 17-
year war against the peasant-based guer­
rilla movement. 

Negotiators for the National Democratic 
Front (NDF), a broad coalition that repre­
sented the NPA in the negotiations, had 
called for a 100-day cease-fire. The gov­
ernment had attempted to limit the cease­
fire to only 30 days. 

As the cease-fire agreement, which is 
scheduled to take effect on December 10, 
was being announced, the Philippine 
armed forces were continuing attacks on al­
leged NPA units. Some clashes were re­
ported occurring within 25 miles of Man­
ila. 

The cease-fire is scheduled to continue 

through February 2, the date of a nation­
wide plebiscite on the proposed constitu­
tion. 

Under the agreement, supporters of the 
guerrillas are to be permitted to set up a 
headquarters in Manila. "Absolute, bind­
ing, permanent, and irrevocable immunity 
from search, arrest, and prosecution" is to 
be guaranteed to "those accredited persons 
who will assist the NDF during peace 
talks." Up to 50 safe-conduct passes, valid 
for 30 days each, are to be issued to the 
NDF panel. 

This provision may soon be put to a test. 
The NDF has announced that it will for­
mally add jailed N P A leader Rodolfo Salas 
to its negotiating team. Salas was seized by 
military police September 29, imprisoned, 
and charged with rebellion - an offense 
that could carry the death penalty. Aquino 
hailed his capture as a "commendable 

Continued on Page 11 

U.S. -run war 
key issue in 
arms deal 
BY ERNEST HARSCH 

According to government officials and 
the mass media, it is known as the "Iran af­
fair" or the "Iran arms scandal." 

But more than anything else, the current 
furor in Washington centers on U.S. policy 
toward Nicaragua. It lifts up another corner 
of the cloak of secrecy that the Reagan ad­
ministration has sought to throw over 
Washington's dirty war against the Nicara­
guan people. 

However much the media pundits and 
congressional sleuths seek to focus on 
other aspects of the secret arms deal, it is 
the Nicaragua connection that gives these 
revelations their explosiveness. 

"The present uproar worries us very 
much," declared Danilo Lacayo, a leader 
of the Nicaraguan contras (mercenaries). 

Rep. Les Aspin, a Democrat who heads 
the House Armed Services Committee and 
supports U.S. aid to the contras, agreed, 
stating that the new revelations were bound 
to "damage the prospects for continued 
aid." 

"It is unfortunate because the issues 
should be separable," Aspin complained. 
"The vote should be on whether it is right 
or not right to aid the contras, not on the 
basis of whether [Reagan adviser] Ollie 
North was diverting money from Iran" to 
fund the contras. 

But the two things cannot be separated. 
For more than five years, the U.S.-backed 
contra war has been at the center of Wash­
ington's foreign policy. Hundreds of mil­
lions of dollars in overt and covert U.S. aid 
have been funneled to the mercenaries, and 
thousands of lives have been lost on both 
sides in the fighting. 

This is a war that has had bipartisan sup­
port. The $100 million in open aid to the 
contras, approved by Congress this year, 
was passed by a majority that included both 
Democrats and Republicans. 

Although the Reagan administration has 
made little secret of its hostile stance to­
ward Nicaragua's Sandinista government, 
the details and extent of direct U.S. in­
volvement in the contra war have been per­
sistently covered over with lies and subter­
fuge. Both the White House and those as­
signed to "investigate" the current revela­
tions would like to keep it that way. 

Two incidents connected 
In early October, three young Nicara­

guan soldiers shot down aU .S. plane ferry­
ing supplies to the contras, capturing the 
sole survivor on board, Eugene Hasenfus. 

Through his trial in Managua and other 
sources, important details came to light on 
the extent of CIA involvement in directing 
and operating an extensive contra air sup­
ply network. 

Then on October 31 , a Lebanese 
magazine, AI Shiraa, broke the story of 
former National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane's secret visit to Iran in May. 
This quickly escalated into another embar­
rassing incident for the White House with 
the revelation that Washington had secretly 
sold arms to Iran since at least late 1985. 

The Nicaragua and Iran exposes at first 
appeared to be separate. But the links soon 
began to emerge. 

Continued on Page 4 



Behind successful subscription effort in Detroit 
BY MALIK MIAH 

DETROIT - Andrew Pulley 
works for the General Motors cor­
poration, the largest auto man­
ufacturer in the world. He's also a 
member of the United Auto 
Workers (UA W) union and was 

down with Pulley over lunch to 
discuss the subscription cam­
paign, particularly the effort here 
to sell papers to workers at plant 
gates, as well as current sales pro­
jections. 

"The drive was a big victory," 

SELLING OUR PRESS 
AT THE PLANT GATE 
the central organizer of the suc­
cessful fall Militant and Perspec­
tiva Mundial subscription cam­
paign here. 

After speaking at a rally and 
educational weekend sponsored 
by the socialist publications, I sat 

Pulley began, "because we sold 
many more papers than we 
thought possible only a few 
months ago." 

Salespeople here surpassed 
both their Militant and PM goals, 
selling 272 Militant and 34 PM 

subscriptions - I 06 percent. 
"Seventy-eight subscriptions 

were bought by members of the 
UA W ,"Pulley continued, includ­
ing 23 of his coworkers. "A high­
light of the campaign was the 
number of workers who bought 
the Militant on the job." Most of 
these subscriptions to the Militant 
and PM were sold by supporters 
of the publications at three auto 
assembly plants, the General Dy­
namics tank plant, and a UAW­
organized warehouse. 

Another feature of the cam­
paign here was the spread of the 
sales. "Our sales were balanced," 
Pulley explained, "with 65 to 
working people in community 
sales, 58 to students, and 37 to 
people attending political rallies, 

demonstrations, and meetings." 
"We also sold 18 out of the 

Pathfinder Press bookstore," he 
continued. "Six came in the mail 
from a campaign leaflet, and one 
was sold at a plant gate. Most of 
the PM subscriptions were sold 
door-to-door in the Mexican com­
munity." 

I asked about the plant-gate 
sales. 

"This was not consistent," Pul- . 
ley began. "We only sold regu­
larly at the Rouge and Cadillac 
plants." Rouge is the giant Ford 
Motors company complex in 
River Rouge, a suburb of Detroit. 

"Our biggest problem was sim­
ply not doing it. All of our energy 
was focused on reaching the sub­
scription goal. It's all we could 

concentrate on," Pulley said. 
"A goal we have now is to start 

up more plant-gate sales - not 
just to workers at auto assembly 
plants but to workers atother fac­
tories." 

Pulley pointed to one advance 
made in plant-gate sales during 
the campaign: establishing a sale 
- although irregularly - at the 
Thorn Apple Valley meat-packing 
plant. 

Sales organizers here haven't 
yet thought out their renewal ef­
fort. But, Pulley stated, the suc­
cess of the subscription drive 
makes everyone more confident 
of building up a solid, long-term 
Militant and PM subscription 
base, as well as continuing to sell 
more papers in the coming weeks 
and months. 

Team introduced hundreds to 'Militant' in Hawaii 
BY GREG ROSENBERG 

For a three-week period in November, 
the Militant and Spanish-language monthly 
Perspectiva Mundial sent a sales team to 
the Hawaiian islands. 

We sold 116 subscriptions to workers 
and students - 113 to the Militant and 
three to PM. We also sold some 500 single 
copies of the Militant and PM, $275 worth 
of Pathfinder Press literature, and 100 
copies of Fred Halstead's pamphlet The 
1985-86 Harmel Meat-Packers Strike in 
Austin, Minnesota. 

Hawaii was grabbed by U.S. 
businessmen, backed by the U.S. military, 
in the 1890s. For many years it has been 
dominated by the "Big Five" - a group of 
sugar and pineapple companies. These 
giant firms own vast tracts of land and em­
ploy thousands of workers on the islands. 
Many of these workers are organized by 
the International Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union (ILWU), which 
has some 23,000 members on the islands. 

The team sold at two ILWU-organized 
sugar mills and to farm workers coming in 
from pineapple fields owned by Dole and 
Del Monte. Four Militants and four pam­
phlets on the Hormel meat-packers' strike 
were sold to mostly Filipino pineapple field 
workers. 

Team members spoke to two union 
gatherings. At the Waialua sugar mill, 
Mike Downs, an IL WU member from Los 
Angeles, was invited to speak to a meeting 
held on the front lawn of the mill. He spoke 
about building solidarity with meat-pack­
ers in their fight against the Hormel com­
pany in Minnesota and about the U.S. 
mercenary war against Nicaragua. 

Marie Cobbs, a member of the Interna­
tional Association of Machinists in North­
em California, spoke to a rally for 850 
striking Kaiser health-care workers. The 
rally and spirited picket of 200 was at­
tended by unionists from the Teamsters, 
United Food and Commercial Workers, 

MilitanUSandra Lee 
Picket in Hawaii of striking Kaiser health-care workers and their supporters. Mili­
tant team members joined picket line and sold subscriptions to participants. 

and Hotel Employees and Restaurant Em­
ployees Local 5, which organizes the 
Kaiser strikers. 

Forty people, including several union­
ists, demonstrated at the Philippine consu­
late in Honolulu to demand that the mur­
derers of Philippine union leader Rolando 
Olalia be brought to justice. Team mem­
bers joined in, selling three subscriptions, 
as well as single copies. 

YSA 
Interest in the Young Socialist Alliance 

ran high on the three college campuses we 
visited. Some 200 copies of the Militant 
were sold to students, along with nearly 50 
subscriptions. The YSA sponsored two 
forums, including slideshows, on Nicara­
gua and South Africa that drew more than 

50 people. 
At the University of Hawaii in Hon­

olulu, the YSA meeting was chaired by 
Antonio Rosa, an anti-apartheid activist 
who fasted for 25 days to protest university 
investments in companies doing business 
in South Africa. Several anti-apartheid ac­
tivists attended the meeting, and a team 
member was invited to address the Stu­
dents for Divestment forum the following 
night. 

At the University of Hawaii Hilo campus 
on Hawaii (the biggest island in the 
Hawaiian chain), many students thanked 
us for displaying literature and discussing 
opposition to the U.S. government's war 
against Nicaragua. The student govern­
ment helped secure a literature table, and a 
sociology class jointly sponsored a YSA 

forum titled "Boycott South Africa, not 
Nicaragua." Several students bought copies 
of the handbook "Organizing the YSA." 

The Militant got a good response in 
Hawaiian, Samoan, and Filipino com­
munities, particularly on the island of 
Oahu. The team sold subscriptions and 
singles in Waipahu, Waimanalo, Waialua, 
and Waianae. In Papakolea, a federal re­
servation for Hawaiians that is similar to 
mainland Native American reservations, 
we sold five subscriptions. 

We ran into several GI's, and Nicaragua 
was a big topic of discussion among them. 

Vast areas of Hawaiian land are owned 
by the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, and Coast Guard. Some 45,000 
GI's and their families are stationed in 
Hawaii, which is the nerve center for U.S. 
military operations in and domination of 
the Pacific. 

Team members, who are also sponsors 
of the Political Rights Defense Fund 
(PRDF), signed up anti-apartheid activists, 
unionists, and others as sponsors of the 
PRDF. Some 20 copies of the federal 
court's decision against government 
harassment and disruption of the Socialist 
Workers Party and YSA were distributed. 
We received $20 in donations to the PRDF. 

The team discovered that subscriptions 
to the Militant and PM can be sold any­
where, at any time. Subscriptions sold "on 
the run" included a high school student on 
the plane to Honolulu, hotel workers where 
we stayed, restaurant workers where we 
ate, a carpet layer who we asked for direc­
tions, people we met in entertainment 
spots, and, just as we were returning our 
rental car before we boarded our plane 
home, to a Teamster at the rental car com­
pany. 

* * * 
The final sales totals for the Puerto Rico 

team are: 201 Perspectiva Mundial and two 
Militant subscriptions. 

The Militant tells the truth - Subscribe today! The Militant 

2 

Enclosed is 
D $3.00 for 12 weeks, new readers 
D $6.00 for 12 weeks, renewals 
D $12.00 for six months 
D $24.00 for one year 

Name __________________________________ ___ 

Address 

City--------------- State _____ Zip ___ _ 

Telephone ________ Union/School/Organization __ 

Send to THE MILITANT, 14 Charles Lane. New York, N.Y. 10014 

The Militant December 12, 1986 

The Militant is written in the 
interests of workers and farm­
ers. Every week it tells the truth 
about the war Washington and 
the employers are waging 
against working people at home 
and abroad. It provides 
firsthand coverage of important 
struggles in other countries, 
such as Haiti, the Philippines, 
and Nicaragua. Regular on-the­
scene reports come from its Nic­
aragua Bureau. 

Subscribe today. 
If you a1ready have a subscrip­

tion, by renewing now for six 
months or a year you'll receive a 
free issue of New International 
(cover price $5.00), a magazine 
of Marxist politics and theory 
published inN ew York. The cur­
rent issue features the article, 
"The Coming Revolution in 
South Africa," by Jack Barnes. 

Closing news date: December 3, 1986 
Coeditors: MARGARET JA YKO 

and DOUG JENNESS 
Circulation Director: MALIK MIAH 
Nicaragua Bureau Director: CINDY JAQUITH 
Business Manager: JIM WHITE 
Editorial Staff: Susan Apstein, Fred Feldman, Ernest 
Harsch, Arthur Hughes, Harvey McArthur (Nicaragua), Ruth 
Nebbia (Nicaragua), Harry Ring, Norton Sandler. 

Published weekly except one week in August and the last 
week of December by the Militant (ISSN 0026-3885), 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. Telephone: Editorial 
Office, (212) 243-6392: Business Office, (212) 929-3486. 

Correspondence concerning subscriptions or changes 
of address should be addressed to The Militant Business 
Office, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. 

Second-class postage paid at New York, N.Y. POST­
MASTER: Send address changes to The Militant, 14 Charles 
Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014. Subscriptions: U.S., 
Canada, Latin America: for one-year subscription send 
$24, drawn on a U.S. bank, to above address. By first-class 
(airn1ail), send $60. Britain, Ireland, Continental Europe, 
Africa: send £25 check or international money order made 
out to Pathfinder Press and send to Pathfinder, 47 The Cut, 
London SE1 8LL, England. Australia, Asia, Pacific: send 
Australian $60 to Pathfinder Press, P.O. Box 37, Leichhardt, 
Sydney, NSW 2040, Australia. New Zealand: Write to Pilot 
Books, P.O. Box 8730, Auckland for prices. 

Signed articles by contributors do not necessarily represent 
the Militant's views. These are expressed in editorials. 



Boston school busing program under attack 
School committee seeks court order declaring desegregation completed 
BY JON IDLLSON 

BOSTON- More than 12 years after 
having been found guilty of illegally and 
unconstitutionally segregating public 
schools here, the Boston School Commit­
tee has asked a federal appeals court to de­
clare the system "desegregated." 

The brief, filed November 14, asks the 
court to find that the committee has fully 
complied with the sweeping school de­
segregation orders issued by Federal Dis­
trict Judge Arthur Garrity in 1974. 

This action came just days after the U.S. 
Supreme Court, without comment, refused 
to hear appeals on behalf of the Norfolk, 
Virginia, Black community protesting the 
city of Norfolk's overturn of busing to 
achieve desegregation. 

Racist foes of school busing and de­
segregation in Norfolk claimed that court 
orders had been met, the original "wrong­
doing" that had segregated the schools had 
been eliminated, and the local school 
committee was free to proceed with an edu­
cational plan based on "choice" and 
"neighborhood schools." 

This contention was upheld by a U.S. 
appeals court. With busing to maintain 
Black access to previously all-white, 

segregated schools eliminated, resegrega­
tion has begun. 

The Boston media has closely followed 
developments in Norfolk. 

The attorney for Boston's Black plain­
tiffs in the school suit, Thomas Atkins, 
blasted the school committee claim that it 
had complied with the federal court's or­
ders here. "The committee," he stated, 
"has never organized itself to achieve com­
pliance with all [the desegregation] or­
ders." 

November 14 was the final day to submit 
appeals to Garrity of his September 1985 
"final orders" on Boston school desegrega­
tion. 

Garrity has virtually returned all control 
of the system to the school committee, 
which he once had stripped of power be­
cause of its discriminatory and unconstitu­
tional functioning and refusal to implement 
his orders. This year, Garrity retired from 
the federal bench, but retains formal juris­
diction over the school case. 

Busing in Boston and school desegrega­
tion was at the center of Black community 
battles for equality from the 1960s to the 
mid-1970s. Defense of the 1974 Garrity 
court order mobilized thousands of Blacks, 

Mihtant/Don 
A 1974 demonstration in Boston that helped win school desegregation victory 

other working people, and youths to defeat 
racist mobs and the local Democratic Party 
politicians who organized and inspired 
them. This mobilization secured school de­
segregation in the tumultuous period be­
tween 1974 and 1976. 

For the last several years, leadership to 

overturn desegregation has come from the 
liberal Boston Globe. 

U.S. gov't harasses travelers to Nicaragua 

The attitude of many former advocates 
of mandatory busing to break through 
neighborhood and residential segregation 
and ensure Blacks equal access to all 
schools is now, according to the Globe, 
shifting to "a focus on the quality of educa­
tion in the classroom" and away from 
"mixing races by formula." 

"Quality education" has long been a 
code word for sidestepping "equality in 
education." Real "quality" has not been di­
minished by desegregation, but by massive 
assaults on and funding cuts in public edu­
cation. These have been carried out and 
legislated by the same Democrats and Re­
publicans who oppose the use of student­
assignment quotas needed to ensure that 
desegregation really takes place. They are 
hell-bent against the Black community get­
ting into better, all-white schools that re­
ceive more tax dollars and better services 

BY HARRY RING 
The U.S. Customs Service is continuing 

to harass people traveling to Nicaragua. 
A new kind of harassment in recent 

months is to give travelers a form to fill out 
as they prepare to board their flight to Ma­
nagua. The form purportedly relates to the 
trade embargo imposed against Nicaragua 
by Reagan in 1985. 
· Unless asked specifically, Customs 

agents do not tell people that they are not 
legally required to fill out the form. The 
impression is given that failure to fill out 
the form will lead to further hassles that 
could mean missing your flight. 

When the Center for Constitutional 
Rights complained about the use of this 
form, Customs replied in a letter that the 
forms were to be filled out "on a voluntary 
basis." The purpose, the agency wrote, 
was to gather "statistical information on 
those passengers traveling to Nicaragua." 

In an interview, Margaret Ratner, an at­
torney for the center, explained that a 
number of the questions on the form were 
patently illegal. 

It includes such questions as: "Why are 
you traveling to Nicaragua?" "Where will 
you stay while in Nicaragua?" and "Have 
you made previous trips to Nicaragua? 
How many?" 

Customs does have the legal authority to 
determine if any goods are being taken to 
Nicaragua that do not conform to embargo 
regulations. This includes the authority to 
check the baggage of those departing for 
Nicaragua. 

Travelers to Nicaragua are not under any 
legal obligation to fill out the Customs 
form, however, or to answer any other 
questions - written or oral- by Customs 
agents. 

In addition to intimidation, the form is 
obviously designed as a means of collect­
ing political information that is none of the 
government's business. 

In some cases, people have had items 
taken away from them that they had a legal 
right to bring to Nicaragua. For instance, 
one traveler carrying with him a donation 
of water-testing equipment - a permissi­
ble thing - had it confiscated by a man 
who asserted that it was "obviously elec­
tronic equipment." 

This harassment directly violates poli­
cies that the U.S. Customs Service publicly 
agreed to abide by recently. These new 
policy guidelines resulted from two court 
suits filed by the Center for Constitutional 
Rights. 

One was on behalf of Edward Haase, a 
Kansas City free-lance journalist. On his 
return from Nicaragua, he was detained by 
Customs and turned over to an FBI agent, 
who took his address book, diary, manu­
scripts of two articles, and a mailing list of 

Nicaragua solidarity groups. Haase saw the 
agent make copies of the material before 
returning it. 

The second suit brought by the center 
was on behalf of a dozen individuals and 
five organizations in the Los Angeles area 
who had suffered similar victimization on 
returning from Nicaragua. 

This spring, with the suit under way, 
Customs decided to issue two directives, 
apparently intending to avoid an injunc­
tion. The directives instructed its agents 
not to grill returning visitors about political 
questions and to restrict their search of bag­
gage to legal limits traditional at points of 
entry. 

The Customs Service also said it would 
erase from its computers the names it had 
entered of people returning and a descrip­
tion of the literature they were carrying. 

Among other things, some of those who 
had their names entered on the computer 
found that their tax returns were being au­
dited by the Internal Revenue Service. 
Both the IRS and Customs are branches of 
the Treasury Department. 

As a result of the protests and court ac-

tions, there has been a decline in the 
number of reported cases of people being 
harassed on returning from Nicaragua. 
Now, there is the emerging pattern of 
harassment on departure, in the guise of 
enforcing the trade embargo. 

While travel to Nicaragua remains to­
tally legal, the obvious aim is to discourage 
visitors from going there and seeing 
firsthand what the Nicaraguan revolution 
really is, and what the terrible toll of Wash­
ington' s dirty contra war is. 

A related purpose is to use illegally ac­
quired information to try to intimidate and 
victimize individuals and organizations 
standing in solidarity with Nicaragua and 
in opposition to U.S. aggression against it. 

In cooperation with the National 
Lawyers Guild, the Center for Constitu­
tional Rights maintains a Movement Sup­
port Network, whose efforts include coun­
tering such illegal government activity. 

Those experiencing harassment or vic­
timization on traveling to or from Nicara­
gua - or seeking legal advice on such 
travel - can contact the network by phon­
ing (212) 614-6422. 

· than predominantly Black and Latino 
schools. 

The Reagan administration has pushed 
hard to overturn court-ordered desegrega­
tion. It helped spur efforts in Norfolk to 
push back Black rights. 

William Bradford Reynolds, U.S. assis­
tant attorney general in charge of the "civil 
rights" division of the Justice Department, 
told the Globe November 24 that a favor­
able appeals court ruling on the Boston 
School Committee request would mean the 
committee "can comfortably read into [the] 
Norfolk [decision] that they can move to 
alternatives" to busing. 

Nicaragua teacher sees ·'two worlds' in U.S. 
BY JON IDLLSON 

BOSTON - "I had thought that the 
United States was a place where there was 
everything," Estela Rocha told the Militant 
on the eve of her return to her homeland, 
Nicaragua. 

She had just completed a grueling two­
month speaking tour of the East and Mid­
west, addressing dozens of meetings in 20 
U.S. cities. The project was initiated by the 
New Institute of Central America (NICA), 
a Spanish-language teaching and solidarity 
project in Esteli, Nicaragua. 

Rocha - a 30-year-old high school 
teacher and trade unionist, a veteran of the 
war against the Somoza tyranny, and a par­
ticipant in the revolution's literacy 
crusade - teaches Spanish at the NICA 
school. 

Rocha said that her experiences in the 
United States, meeting with U.S. farmers, 
trade unionists, Blacks and Latinos, as well 
as students and antiwar activists, made her 
views go through a "profound change." 

From an image of U.S. society as a 
"place where anything is possible, where 
there's everything to buy and much abun­
dance," an image widely held among many 
Nicaraguans, Rocha saw "abandoned 
homes and closed steel factories in 
Pittsburgh." 

Amidst the reality of impressive "high­
ways, buildings, and bridges," she stated, 
"there were food lines, unemployment 

lines, workers without jobs." 

Rocha spoke with such workers from the 
steel industry in Pittsburgh. She shared 
meals with unorganized rail car manufac­
turers in Vermont and textile workers from 
Lawrence, Massachusetts. 

"I have learned that the workers here are 
exploited," Rocha said. "I have seen it with 
my own eyes. I have seen the reality that 

there are really two worlds in the United 
States. 

"Sincerely," Rocha explained, "before I 
came here, I had no confidence the Amer­
ican people could stop the war. 

"But now, I have met a conscious minor­
ity that I have confidence may one day be 
the majority, and can stop that war,'' she 
concluded. 

Meeting to celebrate Mandela writings 
SAN FRANCISCO - U.S. Con­

gressman Ronald Dellums, Berkeley 
Mayor Eugene "Gus" Newport, and sev­
eral members of the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors have joined a wide range of 
labor, religious, and student figures as 
sponsors of a meeting here in tribute to Af­
rican National Congress (AN C) leader Nel­
son Mandela. The meeting, which will cel­
ebrate the publication in the United States 
of Mandela's speeches and writings, will 
take place December 13. 

The featured speaker will be Neo 
Mnumzana, chief delegate to the United 
Nations for the ANC. Curtis McClain, sec­
retary-treasurer of the International 
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's 
Union (ILWU), will also speak. 

Among the labor sponsors of the meet-

ing are the secretary-treasurer and presi­
dent of the San Francisco Central Labor 
Council; international officers of the 
ILWU, the United Farm Workers, and the 
International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union; and presidents of more than a dozen 
local unions. 

The meeting was initiated by Pathfinder 
bookstores in Oakland, San Francisco, and 
San Jose. 

Earlier this year, Pathfinder Press re­
leased Nelson Mandela: The Struggle Is 
My Life and the Spanish-language Habla 
Nelson Mandela. 

The meeting will be held at the head­
quarters ofiLWU Local 34,4 Berry St. (at 
Embarcadero) at 7:00p.m. For more infor­
mation, call (415) 282-6255. 
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North: 'National hero' or terrorist? 
BY FRED FELDMAN 

President Reagan has proclaimed Lt. 
Col. Oliver North "a national hero." "He 
has a fine record," the president told Time 
magazine in an interview published 
November 30. 

This statement came five days after 
Reagan fired his "hero" as deputy director 
for political-military affairs of the National 
Security Council. The president and other 
White House officials claimed that North 
alone was responsible for diverting money 
from U.S. arms sales to Iran to the contra 
terrorists who are attacking Nicaragua. 

Why does Reagan, then, continue to 
heap praise on this man? 

The fact is that North's activities were 
not out of tune with the president's foreign 
policies. To the contrary, North was part of 
implementing them. 

North received phone calls from the house 
in San Salvador used by participants in the 
airlift. 

Directed terrorism 
He also worked in close coordination 

with such allegedly retired U.S. military 
commanders as Air Force Maj. Gen. 
Richard Secord, Gen. John Singlaub, and 
Brig. Gen. Harry Aderholt. They have 
fronted for U.S. government efforts to 
fund, arm, and provide U.S. personnel for 
the mercenary forces. 

North's involvement went far beyond 
funding the contras. The Aug. 8, 1985, 
New York Times cited a "senior administra­
tion official" who described North as pro­
viding "advice and direction" for contra 
military operations. "He cited as an exam­
ple an attack early last month on the En­
rique Campbell Express ferryboat that 

travels between El Rama and Bluefields in 
southeastern Nicaragua." 

In this operation, contras killed four 
Sandinista soldiers, kidnapped eight 
people, and robbed everyone on board. 

Thousands of Nicaraguans have been 
murdered, kidnapped, tortured, and raped 
by contra terrorists operating under the 
"advice and direction" of the National Se­
curity Council and other U.S. government 
agencies. 

This "national hero" moved into a com­
manding role in Washington's contra war 
after Congress barred government appro­
priations for the contras in 1984. "Until 
then," the Aug. 8, 1985, Times reported, 
"the CIA had managed almost every aspect 
of their activities. 

"But when left to their own devices, the 
rebels 'couldn't manage themselves very 
well,' a senior official said." So the Na-

tiona! Security Council took over the war. 
North was linked to the figures who pro­

duced the 1984 CIA handbook calling on 
the contras to assassinate key Sandinistas. 

Following the scandal that developed 
when the handbook became public, the 
Nov. 30,1986, WashingtonPostreported, 
"North helped arrange a job on the NSC 
staff for Vincent Cannistraro, the CIA offi­
cer who had run the agency's task force on 
the contras. And he helped find a job for 
the former army officer who had written 
the assassination manual." 

North's soft spot for the CIA's assassi­
nation experts goes way back. According 
to the Post, "he apparently was part of the 
CIA-run covert war in Indochina." The 
best known of these CIA operations was 
the Phoenix program. Its operatives assas­
sinated 20,000 Vietnamese suspected of 
opposing U.S. domination and occupation 
of their country. 

And Reagan's claim that he and other 
administration officials didn't know any­
thing about North's activities are not cred­
ible. North - who had an office in the 
White House basement - regularly 
briefed Reagan on fund-raising and other 
activities in support of the contras. 

Contra war key issue in arms deal 
As Reagan told Time, North was "in­

volved in all our operations." 
The Aug. 11, 1985, WashingtonPostre­

ported, for example, that "officials said 
North was the 'nerve center' for planning 
the 1983 U.S. invasion of Grenada, one of 
very few people who knew everything 
going on." 

North has also tried his hand at air piracy 
-engineering the October 1985 U.S. gov-

U.S. troops in Grenada. North was 
'nerve center' for invasion planning. 

ernment seizure of an Egyptian plane car­
rying Palestinians accused of having 
hijacked the Achille Lauro cruise ship. 

Often in disguise 
North's tasks, according to the 

November 26 Wall Street Journal, in­
cluded matters concerning hostages in 
Lebanon and helping "oversee covert aid to 
anti-communist rebels in Afghanistan." 

"North made a number of trips to Europe 
and the Middle East, often in disguise," the 
Journal reported. 

He played a part in Washington's aid to 
the British government during the 1982 
war with Argentina. In that conflict, the 
British rulers regained control of Argen­
tina's Malvinas Islands after the Argentine 
government decided to recover them. The 
islands had long been a British colony. 

But North's primary assigQment has 
been Washington's contra war against the 
Nicaraguan revolution. 

In August 1985 it was revealed that 
North was meeting regularly with contra 
leaders Adolfo Calero and Arturo Cruz. 
Administration media spokesperson Larry 
Speakes and then national security adviser 
Robert McFarlane urged reporters not to 
make North's name public. McFarlane in­
sisted that all North's actions had full au­
thorization. "He's not a rogue elephant," 
McFarlane said. 

"He traveled often to Honduras," the 
Nov. 30, 1986, Washington Post wrote of 
North, "and talked regularly - sometimes 
several times a day-- with one of [the con­
tra] leaders, Adolfo Calero." 

North was linked to the CIA arms airlift 
from El Salvador to the contras that re­
sulted in the capture by Nicaraguan troops 
of mercenary Eugene Hasenfus in October. 

Continued from front page 
It became known that Oliver North of 

the National Security Council - already 
exposed as a key figure in the contra supply 
network -had been one of those traveling 
with McFarlane to Tehran. 

In anticipation of yet further damaging 
revelations, the Reagan administration it­
self announced November 25 that between 
$10 million and $30 million in profits from 
the arms sales to Iran had been siphoned 
off for the contras, beginning in early 
1986. This amount was said to have been 
routed through secret Swiss bank accounts. 

This was done at a time when Congress 
had explicitly barred any U.S. aid to the 
contras, and was thus illegal. 

Attorney General Edwin Meese claimed 
that the "only persons in the United States 
government that knew precisely about this 
- the only person - was Lieutenant Col­
onel North." He maintained that Reagan 
knew nothing about it until Meese told him 
the day before. However, Meese con­
tinued, national security adviser John Poin­
dexter and his predecessor, Robert McFar­
lane, "knew that something of this nature 
was occurring." 

North was dismissed, and Poindexter's 
resignation was accepted. 

On December 1, Reagan himself denied 
"flat out" that he had any knowledge what­
soever of the diversion of funds to the con­
tras. 

Disbelief and new revelations 
But the White House's explanation was 

not very credible. Hardly anyone believed 
that a lieutenant colonel, operating out of 
an office in the basement of the White 
House, could single-handedly set up such a 
complex and extensive operation without 
the knowledge and approval of officials 
higher up in the administration. 

An opinion poll conducted by the New 
York Times and CBS News found that a 
majority of those asked thought Reagan 
himself knew about the fund diversion. 

Further evidence has emerged pointing 
to top-level involvement in the affair: 

• According to Israeli officials, Israel 
served as an intermediary in the arms sales 
to Iran, at Washington's request. They also 
maintain that the proceeds from the arms 
sales went straight into Swiss bank ac­
counts set up by U.S. officials. This con­
tradicts the Reagan administration's ver­
sion, which claims that it was Israeli mid­
dlemen who diverted the funds. 

• CIA Director William Casey has de­
nied knowledge of the fund transfers, but 
there are numerous signs of direct CIA in­
volvement. Two CIA-run airlines flew the 
arms to Iran. One of them, Southern Air 
Transport, was the same airline involved in 
the air drops to the Nicaraguan contras. 
Casey himself had earlier admitted that the 
Swiss bank accounts used in the arms sales 
had been set up by the CIA. 

• The fund transfers to the contras may 
have begun before this year. The 
November 28 Washington Post reported, 
"Knowledgeable sources have said that in 
1984, when Congress refused to provide 
aid to the contras, Casey was involved in 
overtures to third countries, including Is­
rael, to explore whether they could secretly 
supply assistance to the contras." 
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• Citing unnamed State Department of­
ficials, the December 2New York Timesre­
ported that some of the proceeds from the 
Iranian arms sales may have also gone to 
other U.S. -backed counterrevolutionary 
groups, such as those fighting to topple the 
governments of Angola and Afghanistan. 

'An aberration'? 
According to Meese, the diversion of 

funds to the contras was "an aberration" 
from authorized policy. 

But in light of the Reagan administra­
tion's unrelenting war to overturn the Nic­
araguan government, there's nothing aber­
rant about such secret funding for the con­
tras. From the beginning, Washington's 
support has been both overt and covert. 

Contra leaders have been publicly feted 
at the White House. Reagan has hailed the 
contra forces as "freedom fighters" and 
proclaimed, "I'm a contra too." The ad­
ministration, with congressional approval, 
has openly provided the contras with mil­
lions of dollars worth of military and 
"humanitarian" aid. 

At the same time, part of Washington's 
involvement has been kept secret. This is 
largely because of public opposition in the 
United States to anything that could bring a 
massive commitment of U.S. ground 
troops in another Vietnam-style war. 
Keeping the extent of direct U.S. military 
involvement hidden also helps mask the 
mercenary character of the contra outfits. 

As early as 1981 , the CIA played a di­
rect role in the formation of the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force (FDN), the main contra 
grouping. According to a former member 
of the FDN's directorate, Edgar Chamorro, 
the CIA actually selected the FDN's top 
leaders and told them what policies to fol­
low. 

In 1983 CIA agents sabotaged Nicara­
guan oil facilities at Puerto Sandino and 
Corinto and the following year planted 
mines in Nicaraguan harbors. 

This covert war continued regardless of 
whether or not Congress was providing 
funds to the contras. If congressional funds 
were available, that enabled the White 
House to supply equipment more openly. If 
not, it found other, covert sources. 

Whatever the case, the contras are not 
the poverty-stricken guerrilla forces they 
so often claim to be. The extent of this 
funding shows the contras' utter depen­
dence on their paymasters in Washington 
for their continued survival. They are mer­
cenaries, without serious support inside 
Nicaragua. If the funds were stopped, they 
would fall apart. 

Much of the popular outrage over the re­
velation that the White House has been il­
legally funding the contras flows from 
widespread opposition to U.S. policy in 
Central America. Fifty-eight percent of 
those polled by the New York Times and 
CBS News disapproved of any aid to the 
contras, and only 25 percent approved. 

The U.S. people also do not like being 
lied to, as it is clear the White House has 
been doing systematically, on a grand 
scale. 

Nor do they accept the tendency in 
Washington toward the concentration of 
ever more powers in the hands of the exec­
utive branch, in which the president and his 

small circle of advisers formulate policy 
without regard to popular sentiment, the 
laws of the country, or even the knowledge 
of Congress. 

Recipe for a cover-up 
Hoping to allay the public furor, Reagan 

has promised a "full" investigation. 
At first, the main responsibility for the 

investigation was to have rested with 
Reagan's own attorney general, Edwin 
Meese. But it was Meese who had pro­
claimed the questionable legality of the 
arms sales to Iran. And according to offi­
cials in Miami, it was Meese's Justice De­
partment that intervened there earlier this 
year to obstruct an investigation of an os­
tensibly private contra supply network. 

To many people, this was a recipe for a 
cover-up. And it was so obvious as to be 
ineffective. 

Concerned that an overly blatant cover­
up would only escalate the furor, many 
congresspeople and newspaper publishers 
called for the naming of a special pro­
secutor. Reagan, in a December 2 an­
nouncement, agreed to do so. 

There have also been calls for the con­
vening of a special session of Congress 
(which is now in recess) to conduct hear­
ings on the arms sales and diversion of 
funds. 

The aim of such congressional proposals 
is not to get out the full truth or to halt the 
disbursement of the legally sanctioned aid 
to the contras. A bipartisan majority in 
both houses voted for that aid and agrees 
with the White House's general goal of 
seeking to overturn the Nicaraguan revolu­
tion. 

'We are your friends' 
What these congressional critics want is 

a more effective cover-up. They want the 
Reagan administration to cut its losses be­
fore its credibility is undermined even 
more. "Before it is over, there are others 
who will have to go," declared Rep. Wil­
liam Broomfield, the ranking Republican 
on the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Many Democratic Party congresspeople, 
liberal and conservative alike, have pro­
claimed the goal of saving the presidency 
from further disgrace. "We must, all of us, 
help the president restore his credibility in 
foreign affairs," declared Sen. Sam Nunn. 

On behalf of the Democratic Party, Sen. 
Daniel Moynihan pleaded with Reagan in a 
November 29 radio address, "This nation 
does not want and does not need another 
destroyed presidency. And so I plead, Mr. 
President, clean house, out with all the 
facts, out with all the malefactors. Come to 
the Hill and talk, elected official to elected 
official. We are your friends." 

In the eyes of Moynihan and his col­
leagues, the biggest crime involved in the 
fund transfers was the administration's 
failure to consult with Congress. 

But the crime underlying this whole af­
fair is the ongoing, day-to-day war against 
the people of Nicaragua. 

To the Nicaraguans, it matters very little 
whether the contras' bullets and bombs 
have been paid for in accordance with U.S. 
law or illegally through secret Swiss bank 
accounts. They simply want Washington's 
terrorist war stopped. 



Protests demand: 
'Stop contra aid, 
training, lies' 
BY MARGARET JAYKO 

Antiwar activists around the country are 
responding to the expose of the White 
House's illegal transfer of funds to the con­
tras with demonstrations, picket lines, and 
press statements opposing Washington's 
support for the terrorists waging war 
against Nicaragua. 

the overwhelming opposition of the people 
of the United States," said the statement. 

"It comes on the heels of the revelations 
of other illegal and unconstitutional acts: 
the use of American planes, personnel, and 
money to drop weapons to the contras in 
Nicaragua and the secret military training 
of the brutal contra leadership on American 
soil," the Network stated. 

For more information about the demon­
strations on December 13, contact the 
Pledge of Resistance office in Washington, 
D.C., at (202) 328-4040. 

Troops of Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN), outfitted with funds from Washing­
ton. Protests against contra war will take place across country on December 13. 

On December 2, several organizations 
met in Washington, D.C., and voted to 
back protests called for December 13 by 
the Pledge of Resistance. The Pledge is or­
ganizing a demonstration in Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida, at the main gate to the 
Eglin Air Force base there. The base is 
right next to Hurlburt Field, where the CIA 
is training 70 contras. 

There will be local actions across the 
country on that same day in solidarity with 
the demonstration in Florida. The protests 
will demand: stop contra training; stop con­
tra aid; stop the lies. 

Nicaragua warns of U.S. troop moves 

The Florida action begins at noon on 
Saturday. It will include a silent vigil, a 
rally, and nonviolent civil disobedience. 
On Friday and Saturday, door-to-door leaf­
leting will be organized in communities 
around the base. 

Among the groups supporting the De­
cember 13 demonstrations are: Committee 
for a SANE Nuclear Policy, Committee In 
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador 
(CISPES), Mobilization for Survival, Nic­
aragua Network, Veterans Fast for Life, 
Washington Peace Center, War Resisters 
League, Witness for Peace, and Women 
Strike for Peace, as well as local peace 
groups in Florida. 

The Des Moines, Iowa, chapter of the 
Pledge of Resistance organized a protest on 
November 28, just a few days after the 
news of the illegal funding of the contras 
broke. 

The Committee for a SANE Nuclear 
Policy held a picket line at the White 
House at noon on December 3 that at­
tracted 75 people. They intend to hold such 
protests every Wednesday. The action fo­
cused on opposition to contra aid. 
"U.S.A., CIA, out of Nicaragua!" was a 
popular chant. 

The Washington Area Coalition to Stop 
the U.S. War on Nicaragua is planning a 
White House picket on Thursday, De­
cember 11. 

The Nicaragua Network issued a state­
ment on November 26, the day after the 
White House admitted it had funneled 
money to the contras from the sale of 
weapons to Iran. The Network encouraged 
local committees to release similar state­
ments. 

"This scandal is the inevitable conse­
quence of the policy of waging an illegal 
and immoral war against Nicaragua despite 

Nicaraguan 'contras' 
being trained at 
air base in Florida 

U.S. officials have admitted that the first 
group of Nicaraguan contras to be trained 
in the United States is stationed at Hurlburt 
Field on the Florida panhandle. Hurlburt is 
five miles west of Fort Walton Beach and 
adjacent to the huge Eglin Air Force Base. 

According to Adolfo Calero, head of the 
largest contra gmup, 70 contras are half­
way through a six-week training course 
being supervised by the CIA. Of the $100 
million in aid to the contras voted by Con­
gress, $70 million can be used for training 
and supplies. 

Eglin Air Force Base, which is two­
thirds the size of Rhode Island and l ,000 
air miles from Honduras, has a history of 
secret training operations. The unsuccess­
ful 1980 raid approved by President James 
Carter. purportedly to rescue U.S. dip­
lomatic personnel from the U.S. embassy 
in Iran, was rehearsed there. 

Pentagon officials say different groups 
of contras may be trained at more than one 
camp in the United States. 

Continued from front page 
has been to choose the road of self-determi­
nation and sovereignty." 

The mounting evidence also exposes the 
lie that the contra aggression is a "civil 
war," supposedly fueled by deep discon­
tent with Sandinista policies, said Bar­
ricada. It confirms what the Sandinistas 
have said for years: that the war is a merce­
nary operation - run from the outside -
with no popular base of support inside Nic­
aragua. 

In a November 29 article, Barricada's 
assistant editor, Xavier Reyes Alba, wrote 
about the impact of the revelations on poli­
tics inside the United States. The mounting 
scandal is bringing to the fore "a timely de­
bate," he said: "Should the war against 
Nicaragua be continued?" 

The exposures "strengthen the opinions 
of those demanding an end to the war 
against the Sandinista People's Revolu­
tion," Reyes pointed out. Growing U.S. 
public opinion against the war can have an 
impact on the congressional vote next Feb­
ruary over whether to tum over to the con­
tras the remaining $40 million appropriated 
to them by the Democrats and Republi­
cans, he wrote. 

In the meantime, the Sandinistas em­
phasize, the illegal war continues. In fact, 
Washington has escalated its provocations 
since the revelations about the secret arms 
deal began, with the goal of creating a mil­
itary incident that would distract attention 
from the White House scandal and "put out 
the domestic fire in the United States," as 
Barricada put it. 

When the convoy of more than 100 
Florida National Guard troops stationed in 
Honduras began moving toward the Nica­
raguan border, heavily armed and accom­
panied by two U.S. Air Force helicopters, 
no prior explanation was given. Rumors 
spread that the troops were going to attack 
Nicaragua. Honduran officials refused to 
answer press inquiries about the convoy. 

It was only after half a day of the troop 
movements that the U.S. embassy in Hon­
duras finally stated that this was a joint 
U.S.-Honduran "exercise." Previously, an 
official announcement has been made prior 
to such exercises. 

Combined with the direct U.S. troop 
provocations, there are large concentra­
tions of CIA-organized mercenarie~ on 
both the Honduran and Costa Rican bor­
ders, reports the Sandinista People· s 
Army. There has been heavy fighting in the 
Nicaraguan-Honduran border area between 
the contras and Sandinista troops for sev­
eral weeks. Major attempts by the mer­
cenaries to penetrate Nicaragua from Costa 
Rica have begun more recently. 

In an unprecedented move at the end of 
November, the government of Costa Rica 
allowed U .S.-backed mercenary chiefs to 

publicly hold a strategy meeting on Costa 
Rican soil to discuss how to overthrow the 
Nicaraguan government. 

The meeting involved more than 100 
CIA-financed tenorists belonging to the 
mercenary bloc known as the United Nica­
raguan Opposition, which includes coun­
terrevolutionary leader Alfonso Robelo. 

In a sharp protest letter to the Costa 

Rican government, Nicaraguan Foreign 
Minister Miguel D'Escoto called the deci­
sion to permit the meeting "an open inter­
ference in Nicaragua's internal affairs" and 
"a new violation" of Costa Rica's pro­
claimed neutrality. 

Commenting on the increasingly direct 
involvement of the Costa Rican govern­
ment in the contra war, Gen. Humberto 

Ortega, head of the Sandinista army, called 
the situation in the Central American re­
gion "tense and grave." He noted that 
Washington is also pressuring Central 
American governments to revive CON­
DECA, the Central American military al­
liance initiated in 1964 by Nicaraguan dic­
tator Anastasio Somoza, who was over­
thrown here in 1979. 

Borge denied visa for Puerto Rico 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua - The U.S. 

government- which refuses to grant inde­
pendence to the island of Puerto Rico -
has now denied Puerto Ricans the right to 
invite Nicaraguan Interior Minister Tomas 

· Borge to their country. 
Borge had been invited to the island to 

attend a congress of the Puerto Rican Inde­
pendence Party (PIP) in late November. 
But Washington - which controls immi­
gration to Puerto Rico - turned down his 
request for a visa. 

Nicaraguan Minister of Culture Emesto 
Cardenal attended the PIP congress in 

Borge's place. Speaking in San Juan, Car­
dena! commended Puerto Ricans for pro­
testing plans to use their island to train the 
U.S. -backed mercenaries attacking Nicara­
gua. 

He also denounced the colonial arro­
gance of the U.S. decision to deny Borge 
entry into Puerto Rico, calling it an affront 
to all Latin Americans. 

"It is intolerable," Cardenal explained, 
"that the government of the United States 
prevents a Latin American citizen from vis­
iting another Latin American nation." 

Special offer for 'New International' 
if you renew your 'Militant' subscription 

If you renew your Militant sub­
scription today, you'll receive free 
an issue of New International, a 
magazine of Marxist politics and 
theory, published in New York. 

Or for only $10 you can receive 
all of the five issues of New I nterna­
tional that have appeared - a big 
saving. 

The following is a partial listing 
of the contents of the issues: 

• Vol. 1, No. 1- Fall 1983 
"Their Trotsky and Ours: Com­

munist Continuity Today" by Jack 
Barnes 

"Lenin and the Colonial Ques­
tion" by Carlos Rafael Rodriguez 

• Vol. 1, No. 2- Winter 1983-
.84 

"The Working-Class Road to 
Peace" by Brian Grogan 

"The Development of the Marxist 
Position on the Aristocracy of 
Labor" by Steve Clark 

"The Social Roots of Oppor­
tunism" by Gregory Zinoviev 

• Vol. 1, No. 3- Spring-Summer 
1984 

"The Workers' and Farmers' 
Government: A Popular Revolu­
tionary Dictatorship" by Mary­
Alice Waters 

"Imperialism and Revolution in 
Latin America and the Caribbean" 
by Manuel Pineiro 

"The FSLN and the Nicaraguan 
Revolution" by Tomas Borge 

• Vol. 2, No. 1- Spring 1985 
"The Workers' and Farmers' Al­

liance in the U.S.," articles by Jack 
Barnes and Doug Jenness 

"Land Reform and Cooperatives 
in Cuba" 

• Vol. 2, No.2- Fall1985 
"The Coming Revolution m 

South Africa" by Jack Barnes 
"The Future Belongs to the 

Majority," Speech by Oliver Tambo 
"Cuba's Internationalist Volun­

teers in Angola," Speech by Fidel 
Castro 

Fill out the coupon below to re­
ceive the special offers. Checks can 
be made out to the Militant. 

Please send me: 
D One-year Militant renewal 

subscription and free New 
International. (Specify NI 
Vol.~~ No.~~ de­
sired.) $24. 

[] Six-month renewal and free 
New International. (Specify 
Vol. ___ No.~--) $12. 

[] All five· issues of New Interna­
tional (without Militant re­
newal). $10. 

[] One issue of New International 
Vol._~ No.~·~$3. 

D Subscription to New Interna­
tional. $12 for three issues. 
Current issue sent free. 

Name ____________________ _ 

Address 
City __ _ 
State Zip ____ _ 

Clip and mail to the Militant, 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014. 
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Why reviewers 
sing praises of 
'Against All Hope' 
A weapon in smear-Cuba campaign 
Against All Hope. By Armando Valla­
dares. Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 
1986. Translated from the Spanish. 380 
pages, cloth. $18.95. 

BY HARRY RING 
(First of three parts) 

Few recentpolitical works have enjoyed 
the acclaim lavished on this book. Critics 
and columnists, from left liberal to ul­
traright, agree that Armando Valladares, 
who served a 22-year prison term in Cuba, 
has written a searing indictment of political 
tyranny. 

Widely known for a period as the 
"wheelchair poet," Valladares was re­
leased by Cuban authorities in 1982 fol­
lowing an international campaign in his be­
half, capped by the intervention of French 
President Fran~ois Mitterrand. 

Supporters of Valladares contended he 
had been jailed not for any crime he had 
committed, but solely for his dissident 
views. In jail, it was claimed, he was sub­
jected to such harsh mistreatment that he 
suffered paralysis of both legs. 

Since his release. Valladares has written 
this account of his prison experience, 

BOOK REVIEW 
which was originally published in Spain in 
1985. 

In addition to the many reviews of the 
book, Valladares was brought to this coun­
try from Europe early this fall for major 
media interviews and other publicity. 

He is being established as an interna­
tional figure. He provides a syndicated col·· 
umn to 25 papers in Latin America and has 
enjoyed considerable media coverage in 
Western Europe. 

Ten broadcasts based on his book have 
been beamed into Cuba by Washington's 
propaganda voice, shamelessly dubbed, 
"Radio Martf." 

Kirkland praises book 
On September 23, AFL-CIO President 

Lane Kirkland organized a union luncheon 
in honor of Valladares. 

Kirkland saluted his book as "a chronicle 
of immense personal courage in the face of 
systematic degradation and cruelty." 

Nat Hentoff, a writer for the New York 
Village Voice and other publications, sa­
luted Valladares as a "compelling witness 
for legions of prisoners of conscience." 

Stephen Rosenfeld, liberal columnist for 
the Washington Post, named Valladares 
"the Cuban Solzhenitsyn." 

A few writers took a bit more cautious 
approach. For instance, liberal columnist 
Mary McGrory, also of the Post, noted, 
"Some reviewers and human rights experts 
express doubts about Valladares' reliabil­
ity." 

But, she hastily added, "it is not impor­
tant. If a fraction of what he recounts ... is 
true, we have abounding evidence that 
Castro is steeped in blood .... " 

If only a "fraction" of what he writes is 
true? 

What fraction? Ninety-nine percent? 
One percent? Zero? McGrory offers noes­
timate. 

Earl Shorris, who reviewed the book for 
the Nation, was also a bit cautious. 

He described Against All Hope as "a 
book so poorly written, so carelessly edited 
and so unfaithfully translated that the 
reader must struggle through every page, 
battling lack of interest and disbelief. ... 
The reader suffers an uneasiness of dis­
trust." 

"And yet," Shorris inexplicably assured, 
"a man suffered; his human rights were 
tom out of his life." 

The political aim of those who endorse 
this book, either cautiously or totally 
blindly, was laid out by New York Times 
critic John Gross. 

Gross wrote: "Revelations of the kind 

Mr. Valladares makes would, of course, be 
significant whatever the political coloring 
of the regime concerned. But they are all 
the more valuable when it is a regime that 
has been the source of so many illusions. 

"It should not be forgotten," Gross 
stated, "that while the horrendous scenes 
described were taking place, a procession 
of influential visitors from the United 
States and elsewhere writers, 
academics, and others - were busy pro­
claiming the virtues of the Cuban revolu­
tion in the most radiant terms." 

Stench bomb 
In sum, for opponents of the Cuban 'rev­

olution, this book is a stench bomb to be 
utilized to the maximum. It is particularly 
intended to whip into line those writers and 
political figures who have been friendly to 
Cuba or, at least, resisted joining the 
chorus against it. 

Of all the partisans of the book, none 
have embraced it more warmly than 
Ronald Radosh, a onetime "new lefter," 
who did a fast handspring a few years back 
to become an anticommunist. 

The New York Times devoted a page of 
its June 8, 1986, Sunday book review sec­
tion to a tribute to the book by Radosh. 

For Radosh, Valladares' book reveals 
"the terrible reality - Mr. Castro has 
created a new despotism that has in­
stitutionalized torture as a mechanism of 
social control." 

He added that Valladares has given us "a 
picture of the hell that was the Cuba he 
lived in." 

And that is the point - to convince 
people that revolutionary Cuba is the worst 
hellhole on earth. 

A second purpose is to Jean on those 
who don't agree, to get them to repent and 
confess their sins. 

Elliott Abrams, Reagan's assistant sec­
retary of state for inter-American affairs, 
said the book's account of "degradation, 
cruelty, and sadism to which political pris­
oners are subjected has caused soul-search­
ing around the world among longtime Cas­
tro apologists." 

And, writing in the July 28, 1986, New 
Republic, David Reiff declared: 

"What remains to be seen is whether 
those of us who gave the Cuban revolution 
limitless moral overdraft are willing to ac­
cept the shame and discomfiture Against 
All Hope should by all rights provoke." 

The fascinating thing about all this moral 
fervor is that the book which generates it 
-Against All Hope- is a hoax. To con­
firm that all you have to do is read it 
through with a reasonable degree of objec­
tivity. 

Valladares piles one patent absurdity on 
top of the other. His book is riddled with 
contradictions- not only from chapter to 
chapter, but from page to page and even, 
occasionally, from paragraph to paragraph. 

Totally preposterous things are pre­
sented as hard fact. Descriptions of alleged 
abuse and torture are laid on so thick that 
all but the most biased reader will begin to 
mutter, "Now really." 

We will take these up in some detail 
later. 

Oppose the revolution 
The reason Valladares and his endorsers 

think the Cuban prison system is a hellhole 
is because that's their view of the revolu­
tion itself in which 10 million unwilling 
Cubans are enslaved. 

But that's simply not the fact. True, a 
minority were not won to the revolution, or 
became disaffected from it. 

But the great majority of Cubans 
willingly supports their revolution because 
it has brought them immense social prog­
ress. And what is so impressive about these 
gains is that they have been accomplished 
despite nearly 28 years of unrelenting hos­
tility by U.S. imperialism. 

The break-Cuba campaign began in 
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Armando Valladares (center), the so-called wheelchair poet released from prison by 
Cuban government, at luncheon by AFL-CIO Department of International Affairs. 
Anticommunists such as AFL-CIO President Lane Kirkland (right) hope Valladares' 
prison-memoir hoax wiD be taken for good coin. 

1960 with economic sanctions that con­
tinue to this day; it includes the infamous 
1961 Bay of Pigs invasion; the CIA-or­
ganized infiltration of arsonists, saboteurs, 
and would-be assassins into the country. It 
now includes a total trade embargo and the 
ban on travel to Cuba. 

And, throughout, there has been an un­
relenting propaganda campaign of smears 
and lies against Cuba. Today, the Valla­
dares book is an important piece in that 
campaign. 

If you check out the numerous favorable 
reviews of Against All Hope, you won't 
find any discussion, one way or the other, 
of the gains of the revolution, no less any 
mention of Washington's anti-Cuba drive. 

Obvious anti-Cuba bias aside, there's a 
reason for this. If you are going to promote 
the thesis that Cuba is a "tropical gulag," 
how do you square that with the well­
documented and fairly widely known so­
cial gains of the revolution? If Cuban soci­
ety is, in fact, moving forward, why is sav­
age repression of the kind depicted by Val­
ladares necessary? 

Big strides 
Coping with a legacy of imperialist-im­

posed underdevelopment and U.S. enmity, 
Cuba is, of course, not utopia. But the 
problem of massive numbers of landless 
peasants has been resolved. Chronic, 
large-scale unemployment has been ended. 

Illiteracy has been eradicated. Quality 
education from kindergarten to the univer­
sity level is free and available to all. 

From the outset, religious freedom has 
been respected. 

Racism is being uprooted in Cuba. Gains 
in establishing women's rights have been 
substantial. 

One of Cuba's most widely lauded ad­
vances has been the development of an out­
standing system of free. socialized 
medicine. 

In its issue of Dec. 8, 1983, the New 
England Journal of Medicine paid tribute 
to Cuba's medical plan. It recalled that 
prior to the revolution, the Fidelista guer­
rillas had pledged a medical system equal 
to any. Now. the magazine declared, "even 
Cuba's detractors admit that the new gov­
ernment has made good on that commit­
ment." 

It noted Cuba's enviable record in reduc­
ing infant mortality, observing that it now 
approaches the rate for the United States 
(today, 15 infant deaths for every 1 ,000 
births in Cuba, 12 here). And, the report 
added, Cuba's rate is lower than for Blacks 
in this country. 

The Journal cited the head of the World 
Health Organization as declaring that the 
commitment of the Cuban leadership to 
health care is "truly remarkable." 

Moreover, Cuban policy has not been 
marked by narrow self-interest. Inter­
nationalist concerns are a top priority. 

Despite the risk involved, Cuba re­
sponded without hesitation when Angola 
called on it for help in repelling a 1975 
South African invasion. Cuban troops beat 
back the racist aggressors. 

And in Ethiopia in 1977, Cuban forces 
helped thwart a Washington-inspired inter­
vention by the regime in Somalia. 

Despite its own sometimes pressing 
needs, Cuba has sent teachers, doctors, en­
gineers and construction workers to under­
developed countries around the globe. 
More than I ,500 Cuban doctors are now 
serving abroad. 

Could a nation of slaves carry out such 
an exemplary program of international sol­
idarity? 

Since the overthrow of dictator Fulgen­
cio Batista, Cuba has made meaningful 
progress in developing a democratic struc­
ture. This involves the participation of the 
unions, farm organizations, the women's 
federation, and the creation of People's 
Power, the elected legislative assemblies. 

Perhaps the most decisive proof that 
Cuba is not gripped by repression is the is­
land-wide organization of people's mili­
tias. Over a million Cubans - men and 
women - bear arms and are well. trained to 
use them. 

In her discussion of the Valladares book, 
columnist Mary McGrory likens Cuba's 
government to the murderous Pinochet re­
gime in Chile. 

Can anyone imagine Pinochet arming a 
popular militia? 

(Next week: Who is Armando Valla­
dares?) 

Miami Haitians 
protest Namphy 
regime 
BY JEFF MILLER 
AND ZENA McFADDEN 

MIAMI- More than 300 people chant­
ing, "Haiti is not for sale'" and "Namphy 
must go!" protested across the street from 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel here. They were 
demonstrating against the U.S.-installed 
Haitian regime of Gen. Henri Namphy and 
the exploitation of Haitians under the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). The CBI 
was created to induce U.S. investors to set 
up profitable operations in the region. 

Namphy and 20 other top officials from 
Central America and the Caribbean were 
inside the hotel at a conference assessing 
the CBI. 

Demonstrators at the November 19 ac­
tion were eager to talk about the situation 
in Haiti and why it is so important to op­
pose the regime. One woman explained the 
lack of democracy today: "We have no rep­
resentative government; Namphy was 
never elected. The decision of who would 
run the country was made in Washington. 
All of the policies that were carried out by 
[dictator "Baby Doc"] Duvalier are still in 
place." 

The hated secret police of Duvalier, the 
Tontons Macoutes, are still operating, she 
said, and "the army opened fire on demon­
strators just this week during the general 
strike" in Haiti. 



Hormel workers: 'Struggle goes on' 
Austin meat-packers tour country to tell their story 
BY NORTON SANDLER 

NEW YORK - Cecil Cain is one of a 
couple dozen meat-packers from Austin, 
Minnesota, who have been touring the 
country speaking to unionists about their 
fight against Geo. A. Harmel & Co. Dur­
ing his recent visit to the New York-New 
Jersey area, Cain talked to the Militant 
about the current stage of that struggle. 

Cain worked at the Austin plant for a 
year and a half before the strike by United 
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
Local P-9 began in August 1985. Since 
June, he has been putting in "10 to 12" 
hours a day in the "Communications De­
partment" the Austin workers and their 
supporters set up. His main assignment has 
been organizing outreach trips to other 
unions. During the past couple of months, 
he has been on the road himself. 

Cain said that unionists are surprised to 
hear the struggle is continuing. Most do not 
know that the contract Harmel imposed on 
workers in the Austin plant in September 
excluded 850 workers from getting their 
jobs back. 

Upset 
"We thought it was over, heard you got a 

contract," is an initial response, Cain said. 
"So you tell them how the contract came to 
be, and wow, they are a little bit upset." 

When speaking to unionists, Cain 
explained, "we take them back and reiter­
ate what has happened so far, and why we 
think it fits into the full picture of anybody 
who works for a living." 

stopped the struggle either. 
He emphasized that Harmel knows that 

the UFCW officials who put P-9 in trus­
teeship and negotiated the contract at the 
Austin plant can't get the workers to call 
off the fight. 

Impact on Hormel 
Cain said the continuing fight is having 

an impact on Hormel. 
"This last letter we got about four weeks 

ago addressed us as 'Dear employees,'" he 
said. Management threatened to fire "us 
from jobs that we don't have if we don't 
stop the boycott and ask our supporters to 
stop the boycott. But anyway, the real sig­
nificance of that letter is this is the first 
time since we went on strike that the Hor­
mel company addressed us - not the 
court, not the trustee." 

Cain says that the new contract in Austin 
"has got to be removed or they can indis­
criminately get rid of anybody they don't 
like." 

"I am not sure that there is any way of 
getting rid of that contract other than North 
American Meat Packers," he said. "I just 
don't trust the courts to throw it out." 

The North American Meat Packers 
Union (NAMPU) was formed last summer 
after Local P-9 was placed in trusteeship. 
Several hundred workers signed NAMPU 
petitions calling for a recertification elec­
tion at the Austin plant. The National 
Labor Relations Board has not set a date 
for the election. Those eligible to vote will 

choose between NAMPU, the UFCW, or 
no union. The latter is a choice the NLRB 
requires in a recertification election. 

Cain says the Austin struggle is directly 
related to the fight of meat-packers across 
North America to resist company demands 
for givebacks. 

Forefront of fight 
"I think Austin is in the forefront of 

these other strikes, leading the way," he 
said. "Hormel has got to be at the top in 
contracts, they are the most profitable 
meat -packers." 

''I have been down to Marshalltown, and 
they are good folks," he said, referring to 
the more than 300 National Brotherhood of 
Packinghouse and Industrial Workers 
Union members on strike at Swift Indepen­
dent Packing. 

"They fully expect a better contract than 
what they have been offered, and they de­
serve it. And hopefully they can learn from 
us some of the things we had to learn the 
hard way," he added. 

He also placed importance on develop­
ments at the Harmel packing plant in Ot­
tumwa, Iowa, where more than 500 work­
ers were fired earlier this year for honoring 
P-9 picket lines. 

Cain explained that 258 have gotten their 
jobs back. "The rest are fighting for 
reinstatement." 

"Their contract comes up in the spring. 
They are very active yet. The Ottumwa 

Militant/Nelson Blackstock 
"Skinny" Weis (above), along with Cecil 
Cain and other meat-packers, has been 
rallying support for fight. Weis was in 
Los Angeles recently (see story below). 

fight is very much alive," he said. "The 
fight has got to be to get all those guys their 
jobs back with back pay. They've got an 
absolute right to get back pay under their 
contract." 

"We ask them absolutely to help us, to 
boycott the product, and we ask for their fi­
nancial help so we don't have to abandon 
the fight that has to be fought and go find 
another $5.00-an-hour job or whatever," 
he said. 

L.A. unionists 'adopt' needy P-9 families 

Cain said Harmel is counting on wearing 
the meat-packers down. "But it's a gamble 
on their part how much business they will 
lose, huw much it will affect their name, 
how long it will take to regain shelf space, 
to regain respectability. They are gambling 
on the le'"Jgthiness of the fight to get every­
body to quit," he said. 

According to Cain, Hormel believed the 
workers would "get tired, they'd get 
cold .... That didn't come to pass." They 
"put us in trusteeship to try to stop us. That 
didn't work. The courts didn't work." He 
said the new contract at the plant has not 

BY MIKE MALONEY 
AND SUE SKINNER 

LOS ANGELES -Two Harmel meat­
packers from Austin, Minnesota, have 
been in this area since mid-October. Ini­
tially, John "Skinny" Weis, a 43-year vet­
eran in the Austin plant and a suspended 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
Local P-9 executive board member, came 
out alone, but, he said, "the response was 
so fantastic I asked for Rick [Fuller] to 
come out and help. We've spoken at union 
meetings nearly every day and sometimes 
speak to three, four, or more meetings in a 
day." 

This is the first time many workers in 

Guyette at Boston labor rally 
BY PETER GLACE 
AND JON HILLSON 

BOSTON - A spirited, broadly spon­
sored labor rally in defense of Harmel 
meat-packers was held in Faneuil Hall here 
November 23. 

"This struggle is not over until every 
single one of us is in the plant and back to 
work," Jim Guyette, president of trusteed 
Local P-9 of the United Food and Commer­
cial Workers union (UFCW) told the meet­
ing of 300. 

The packinghouse "sat in a Midwest 
cornfield that history had generally passed 
by. But no more," Guyette said. 

Referring to workers fighting to get their 
jobs back at Hormel plants in Austin, Min­
nesota; Ottumwa, Iowa; and Fremont, 
Nebraska, he said, "The company has 
turned us into 1 ,200 of the most militant 
trade unionists you'll see anywhere." 

"All strikes are interconnected," Guyette 
explained. "The bosses come together to 
plan how to smash the farmers, how to 
break the unions, and how to make workers 
in the United States compete with other 
workers who only make $6 to $8 a day." 

Guyette said that because of these con­
nections, the Hormel meat-packers have 
taken tceir case to workers around the 
world. He described the recent trip he and 
other meat-packers made to Britain. The 
union leader also expressed solidarity with 
workers at Horme\ plants in South Africa, 
Mexico, and those "in Hormel in the 
Philippines, who'll be on strike at the end 
of this month." 

He encouraged union locals to step up 
the boycott of Hormel products and to pass 
resolutions demanding that Hormel rehire 

the 1,200 excluded workers. 
The audience responded enthusiastically 

to Guyette's description of how an anti­
slavery crowd of abolitionists in Faneuil 
Hall had defended runaway slave Dred 
Scott from his "owner" 130 years earlier. 

"Together that crowd stripped [the 
slaveowner] of his clothes and chased him 
out of town. With your support, that's what 
we can do with the Harmel corporation," 
he said. 

Bill Cook from Ottumwa, Iowa, told the 
meeting, "We have no food, no money, no 
benefits, nothing." 

But, Cook emphasized, "someone had 
to take a stand, something had to be done, 
and we're doing it, and we're going to con­
tinue to do it." 

Other speakers included Ron Weisen, 
president of Local 1397 in Homestead, 
Pennsylvania; Domenic Bozzotto, presi­
dent of Hotel and Restaurant Workers 
Local 26; Charlie Ruiter, a member of the 
executive board of International Union of 
Electronic Workers Local 20 I ; Larry 
Regan, president of United Steelworkers of 
America Local 1014; Tom Evers, president 
of the Massachusetts Building Trades 
Council; and Aida Melo, financial secre­
tary of Amalgamated Clothing and Textile 
Workers Local 377. 

More than $3,200 was raised for the 
meat -packers' struggle. 

Peter Glace is a member of International 
Union of Electronic Workers Local 201. 
Jon Hillson is a member of International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union Local 
311. 

this area have had the opportunity to hear 
and talk to Hormel fighters. "When people 
learn that we haven't gotten back to work," 
Weis said, "they're more than willing to 
help us out by adopting a family or con­
tributing to the Hardship Fund. Other sup­
porters have helped out by sharing their 
apartments, providing meals, or donating 
the use of a car." 

At an executive board meeting of Local 
53 of the National Association of Broad­
cast Engineers and Technicians November 
13, We is explained that "presently, for 
many of us, our only means of support is 
welfare. The biggest thing that has kept us 
going is the Adopt-a-Family program." 

"We have been arrested, tear-gassed, 
maced, some have lost their homes and 
cars, but we're still continuing to fight," he 
said. 

Weis pointed to other meat-packing 
strikes in North America, including strikes 
at the Gainers packing plant in Alberta, 
Canada, and at Swift Independent Packing 
Co. in Marshalltown, Iowa, as well as re­
cently concluded strikes at FDL packing 
plants in Dubuque, Iowa, and Rochelle, Il­
linois. 

"What our people are fighting for is 
some unity, and safe working conditions in 
the meat industry. 

"The proceeds of this money and any 
cash raised will be sent back to help the 
children of the families have a good Christ­
mas," he said. 

The executive board adopted a family. 
Families have also been adopted by locals 
of the Communications Workers of Amer­
ica, United Teachers of Los Angeles, Inter­
national Association of Machinists (TAM), 
United Auto Workers, and Oil, Chemical 
and Atomic Workers. 

"I know you are having trouble with 
your company now, too, and are thinking 
about a strike," Fuller told a midnight 
union meeting of members of lAM District 
720. "I just want you to know that we'll be 
with you. We'll help you on the picket 
lines or any way we can because that's 
what solidarity is all about." 

A motion was passed unanimously to 
take a collection for families in Austin. 

This was one of several meetings where 
Fuller and W eis had a chance to meet 
McDonnell Douglas workers. On payday, 
they set up a table at a bowling alley where 
workers congregate. Many machinists 
wanted to know how P-9 had gotten every­
body organized for the struggle against 
Hormel. 

"Bring them to the union hall, and give 

them something to do," Weis said. Fuller 
explained that solidarity means workers 
sticking together and supporting each other 
no matter what union, what state, or what 
country they are from. 

Weis and Fuller set up a table at a con­
tract vote meeting of District 720 a few 
days later. The 4,000 machinists who at­
tended overwhelmingly voted down the 
company's offer. Half a dozen machinists · 
helped staff the P-9 table. One steward 
made arrangements for buttons reading 
"They say giveback, we say fightback" to 
be flown in from Austin and distributed at 
the plant. 

Fuller also attended the California state 
lAM conference. Forty-eight delegates 
signed a letter to Hormel management de­
manding that they rehire the 850 workers 
excluded under the terms of the contract 
the company imposed in September. 

Sue Skinner is a member of JAM District 
720 and works at the McDonnell Douglas 
plant in Torrance, California. Mike 
Maloney is a member of JAM Lodge 727B 
and works at Lockheed in Burbank, 
California. 

A pamphlet on 
meat-packers' 
struggle 

The 1985-86 Har­
mel Meat-Packers 
Strike in Austin, 
Minnesota presents 
the facts about the 
Geo. A. Harmel & 
Co.'s union-bust­
ing attack on the 
workers at its Aus­
tin plant, and 
about how the 
Hormel workers 
have fought back 

L...._ ______ ____, and won support 
from unionists and farmers across the 
country. 

Every unionist facing takeback de­
mands and other attacks will want to 
read this story. 44 pp. $1.00 

Available from Pathfinder bookstores 
listed on page 12, or by mail from Path­
finder Press, 410 West St., New York, 
N.Y. 10014. Please add $.75 handling. 
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New allempllo cover up murder ol Mau:i 
Bernard Goard pins blame on Grenadian leader's closest supporters 

BY STEVE CLARK 
Bernard Coard and others responsible 

for the destruction of the Grenada revolu­
tion have begun to tell a new story this year 
in order to cover up their responsibility for 
the murder of Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop and other Grenadian revolutionists 
on Oct. 19, 1983. 

Coard is now seeking to place the blame 
for these crimes on a number of Bishop's 
own closest supporters. These individuals, 
Coard claims without offering a shred of 
evidence, were acting as provocateurs in 
the pay of the CIA. (See accompanying 
open letter from Don Rojas.) 

As more facts about what actually hap­
pened in October 1983 have come out over 
the past three years - through the efforts 
of surviving Grenadian revolutionists, 
leaders of the Cuban revolution, and others 
- Coard and his followers have been put 
on the defensive politically. In hopes of re­
gaining some political sympathy, they 
have toned down many of the most serious 
charges they had originally leveled against 
Bishop himself. 

Following the October 1983 massacre, 
for example, Coard's backers announced 
over Grenada's radio station that Bishop 
had "linked up- openly- with counter­
revolutionaries." Now, however, Coard is 
portraying Bishop as a revolutionary who 
allowed himself to be confused and misled 
by friends and associates who were either 
motivated by ambition or were in the ser­
vice of the CIA. 

This latest account was presented by 
Coard during his statement to the court in 
Grenada, where he and 17 others have been 
on trial since April of this year for murder­
ing Bishop. 

Coard's charges were reported in a 
Caribbean News Agency dispatch in Au­
gust. He cynically called for the establish­
ment of an international commission of in­
quiry, made up of prominent lawyers and 
judges, to investigate how Bishop and the 
others were killed. 

Coard's supporters are also circulating a 
document - entitled "Grenada 1983: 
Whose Struggle for Power?" - detailing 
their account. This document was issued 
by a group calling itself "Grenadians for 
the truth about October '83." It is being 
promoted in the United States by the New 
York-based organization Friends for 
Jamaica. 

Articles reporting Coard's trial state­
ments have been carried in In These Times, 
the Guardian, and the New York Carib 
News. 

Coard's slanders tum the truth on its 

head. It was he and his faction in the gov­
erning New Jewel Movement, army officer 
corps, and government in Grenada- not 
those who supported Bishop - who or­
ganized and carried out the counterrevolu­
tionary coup and massacre in October 
1983. 

In doing so, as Cuban President Fidel 
Castro has explained, ''Coard and his group 
served the United States, on a silver plat­
ter, ideal conditions for the invasion of 
Grenada." (Fidel Castro: Nothing Can 
Stop the Course of History, by Jeffrey M. 
Elliot and Mervyn M. Dymally, Pathfinder 
Press. New York, 1986.) 

How Coard prepared counterrevolution 
What, then, are the facts? What led up to 

the overthrow of the People's Revolution­
ary Government that had been established 
by the March 1979 popular revolution that 
ousted the U.S. -backed dictatorship of Eric 
Gairy? 

The New Jewel Movement was founded 
in 1973 to organize opposition to the Gairy 
regime. Its most prominent founding lead­
ers were Maurice Bishop and Unison 
Whiteman, both murdered in October 
1983, and Kendrick Radix and George 
Louison, who actively opposed Coard's 
counterrevolution and are today leaders of 
the Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement in 
Grenada. 

In 1976 Bernard Coard and a group of 
his followers joined the NJM. Behind the 
backs of the party's membership and 
elected leadership, however, this grouping 
continued to function as a secret faction 
with its own discussions, goals, and discip­
line. 

The Coard faction used its leverage in­
side the NJM leadership to keep the party 
small and narrow. It blocked recruitment of 
the most conscious revolutionary workers 
and farmers in the workplaces and mass or­
ganizations. At the time of Coard' s coup in 
October 1983, there were only some 300 
full and candidate members of the NJM. 

The Coard group "didn't work with the 
masses," Castro explained in Nothing Can 
Stop the Course of History. "[I]t worked 
among the party members ... and with the 
cadres of the army and the Ministry of the 
Interior." 

Keeping the lid tight on party member­
ship facilitated the Coard faction's maneu­
vers to secure a majority of the party's 
Central Committee and Political Bureau, 
which they had achieved by 1983. Coard 
and his closest followers also gained the 
upper hand in the army officer corps, the 
police and other security bodies, and sec-

tions of the government administration. 
They gained leading positions in some 
trade unions, the women's organization, 
and the NJM's youth affiliate. 

Coard consolidated his position through 
a combination of favoritism and distribu­
tion of material privileges. He attracted 
those in the party and government who, in 
the face of imperialist pressure and objec­
tive difficulties, lost confidence in the ca­
pacity of the Grenadian workers and farm­
ers to defend and advance their revolution. 

Longstanding NJM leaders were purged 
and replaced by members of Coard's fac­
tion. Coard himself pulled the strings from 
behind the scenes. In mid-1982 he resigned 
from the Central Committee, attributing 
his decision to the "slackness" of the party 
leadership and its insufficient grounding in 
Marxist-Leninist principles. (Coard's prac­
tice of "Marxism-Leninism" was derived 
largely from pamphlets by Joseph Stalin, 
packaged in ultraleft rhetoric.) 

Coard's only tolerable alternatives, ac­
cording to a summary of his position in the 
NJM Central Committee minutes, were to 
resign or to "Change Chairmanship of CC" 
-in other words, to replace Bishop with 
himself. Coard continued to serve as depu­
ty prime minister, however. 

"Coard worked with great subtlety," 
Castro says in Nothing Can Stop the 
Course of History. "He did not work 
openly .... He had even resigned his posi­
tion as a member of the [Political] Bureau a 
year earlier as a gesture of selflessness .... 
[B]ut he continued being the spiritual 
guide. That was his style." 

In this manner, and "in the name of the 
purity of Marxist-Leninist principles," 
Castro said, "[Coard] portrayed Bishop as 
a man insufficiently prepared to lead the 
country. . . . [H]e created the image of a 
vacillating, reformist Bishop." 

Had Bishop placed Grenada in crisis? 
By the fall of 1983, the Coard faction 

felt strong enough to make an open move 
to remove Bishop as leader of the NJM. 
Aware of the immense political authority 
that Bishop had earned among the working 
people of Grenada, Coard's grouping 
hoped to retain Bishop, at least for a time, 
in a figurehead position as prime minister. 

In an effort to justify this power grab, 
Coard's faction claimed that the Grenada 
revolution under Bishop's leadership had 
reached a point of perilous social, econom­
ic, and political crisis. 

The People's Revolutionary Govern­
ment of Grenada certainly did face many 
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Fidel Castro 
Nothing Can Stop the Course of History 

"Undoubtedly the longest and most wide-ranging 
interview ever conducted with Cuban President 
Fidel Castro. In it, Castro speaks directly to the 
people of the United States on questions of vital im­
portance to citizens of both our countries." 

From the preface by Rep. Mervyn M. Dymally, who 
with Jeffrey M. Elliot conducted the interview. 276 
pages, $7 .95. 

Maurice Bishop Speaks 
The Grenada Revolution 1979-83 

These are the speeches of Maurice Bishop, mur­
dered prime minister of Grenada and the central 
leader of the 1979-83 revolution in that small 
Caribbean island. In his own words, Bishop ex­
plains what the revolution was all about and why 
the U.S. government opposed it. 352 pages, $7.95. 

Available from Pathfinder bookstores listed on 
page 12 or by mail from Pathfinder Press, 410 West 
St., New York, N.Y. 10014. Please include 75 cents 
for postage and handling. 

difficulties. Grenada was burdened by a 
long history of colonial oppression. T111s 
had left it with backward agriculture, little 
industry, poor transportation and corn· 
munication, and widespread poverty. 

Moreover, Washington had responded 
to the 1979 revolution by orchestrating an 
international campaign to deny loans and 
financial aid to Grenada and to sabotage its 
tourism, which was an important source .,f 
income. Washington was steadily escalat­
ing its military threats against Grenada and 
seeking to holster right-wing politir ' 
forces on the island. 

Despite these problems, the Grenada 
revolution was making social and econr•·;J­
ic progress. Its economic growth rate was 
among the highest in the Caribbean, and 
unemployment was falling. The living em 
ditions of working people were improving. 

The revolutionary government had es­
tablished free medical care; built new 
schools and health clinics; instituted free 
public education; and implemented pro­
grams to aid small farmers, expand laoor 
rights, advance women's equality, lower 
the costs of food and other basic nect>s­
sities, and improve housing. 

In addition, Bishop and other revolu­
tionists in the NJM were seeking to dee; .n 
the participation of workers and farmers in 
all aspects of running their country. They 
encouraged the expansion of the uni"·1s 
and other mass organizations, as well as 
workplace- and neighborhood-based 
people's committees. 

The bureaucratic and administrative 
practices of Coard's increasingly powerful 
followers in various government boc'· ~s 
and mass organizations, however, had 
begun to take a mounting toll in the popula­
tion, particularly during the final year 1f 
the revolution. Participation in the mass or­
ganizations and the level of popular mobili­
zation had begun to erode. 

At a September meeting of the NJM 
Central Committee, Coard's supporters 
sought to pin the blame for the revolutir- 's 
problems on Bishop's alleged misleader­
ship and lack of Marxist theoretical under­
standing. Toward the end of the meeting, 
they sprang a proposal - euphemistically 
dubbed as "joint leadership"- that Bishop 
step aside as party leader and tum over ti-te 
position to Coard. 

Bishop expressed grave reservations, 
but the proposal was adopted by a m:~i"r­
ity. At an internal party meeting on Sep­
tember 25, Bishop agreed to abide by this 
majority decision. 

The October 1983 coup 
Following these September meetin~>s, 

Bishop left Grenada for a diplomatic visit 
to Eastern Europe. Upon his return, he was 
alarmed by the rapid steps that were being 
taken, without any consultation, to remove 
him from any effective voice in decision­
making in the party and government. He 
requested to raise the so-called joint leader­
ship proposal for further discussion in the 
Central Committee. 

Coard's followers responded to Bishop's 
request by launching a coup, overthrowing 
the revolutionary government. They plac:d 
Bishop under house arrest on October 12. 
They accused him of spreading a rumor 
that Coard was plotting to assassinate hun 
-a charge that Bishop vigorously denied. 
(As subsequent events were to prove, 
nonetheless, Bishop and his supporters can 
hardly be blamed for suspecting that Coard 
would not shrink from murder to achieve 
his goals.) 

Coard's followers launched a smear 
campaign, first inside the NJM and then 
more broadly, to discredit Bishop as a 
petty-bourgeois leader of a personality cult 
("one-mannism"). Anticipating that the big 
majority of Grenada's workers and farm­
ers, including its most militant and class­
conscious layers, would resist any attemnt 
to purge Bishop, Coard and his followers 
had also begun organizing to further de­
mobilize the masses. 

While Bishop was out of the country, tne 
popular militia had begun to be disarmed. 
At the same time, Coard raised the salaries 



lee Bishop 

of soldiers in the army, hoping in this way 
to consolidate a base of support for the 
planned coup. 

As word spread of Bishop's house ar­
rest, the Grenadian people came into the 
streets over the following week to demand 
his immediate release. George Louison 
met with Coard and urged him to meet this 
demand. Coard showed his contempt for 
the Grenadian people by telling Louison 
that the demonstrators "are bound to get 
tired and hungry" in a few days, and things 
,"ould return to normal. 

On October 19 some 30.000 people, 
more than a quarter of Grenada's popula­
!:'Jn, poured into the streets. A section of 
the crowd went to Bishop's home and freed 
him. 

The demonstrators took Bishop to Fort 
Rupert, the army headquarters in St. 
George's. There, he and other revolutionary 
ieaders prepared to issue an appeal to the 
Grenadian people to put the revolution 
back on its original course and to reverse 
the Coard-instigated coup. 

Through their uprising on October 19, 
tlie Grenadian people sought to restore to 
power a government led by revolutionaries 
who had won their confidence through 
r.<1re than a decade of struggles. But 
Coard's faction sent troops and armored 
cars to fire on the demonstrators, killing 
r<J.ny of them. 

Bishop and five of his colleagues -
Fitzroy Bain, Norris Bain, Jacqueline 
r~eft, Vincent Noel, and Unison White­
man- were summarily murdered. 

As Castro put it in Nothing Can Stop the 
Cmrse of History, "when the people's up­
rising occurred, [Coard and his followers] 
became so frightened and confused that 
t' .ey fired upon the people and shortly 
thereafter killed Bishop and a group of val­
uable aides. That is the historical truth." 

Having committed these crimes, "The 
government [of Coard] could not have en­
dured," Castro said. "We wouldn't have 
o•fered any support to that government 
after it murdered Bishop and fired on the 
people. 

"After we had assumed that attitude, it 
would have been difficult for any other 
socialist or progressive country to support 
tPat group, because Bishop actually had 
great authority and great international pres­
tige." 

nn October 20, the revolutionary govern­
ment of Cuba and the Cuban Communist 
Party immediately issued a statement say­
illg: "No doctrine, no principle or position 
held up as revolutionary, and no internal di­
vision justifies atrocious proceedings like 
t~ physical elimination of Bishop and the 
outstanding group of honest and worthy 
leaders killed yesterday." The Cubans 
warned that these crimes would embolden 
Washington. 

The U.S. invasion 
The new government placed in power by 

the coup terrorized the population in order 
t: prevent further opposition. It imposed a 
round-the-clock curfew, announcing that 
offenders would be shot on sight. 

The disorientation, demoralization, and 
demobilization caused by Coard's actions 
gave Washington the opportunity that it 
had been waiting for since the very first 
days of the revolution. 

"Naturally, [the U.S. invading troops] 
were not going to be met with the people's 
resistance," Castro told Dymally and El­
liot, "for the simple reason that the people 
were outraged, traumatized by the attitude 
of this group that had fired upon the people 
and assassinated Bishop. 

"Thus a divorce took place; those in­
volved in the coup gathered the weapons of 
the militia. They disarmed the militia on 
various pretexts, precisely for fear of the 
people after what they had done." 

The prospects for broad international 
protests against the U.S. aggression were 
also drastically limited by the effects of 
Coard' s days of terror. 
·The U.S. invading forces imposed a 

government that is subservient to im­
perialist interests in Grenada and through-

Militant/Pat Kane 
Meeting of ~·~ch~ical and Allied Workers Un.ion in ~982. Revolutionary government of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop sought to 
deepen participation of workers and farmers m runmng their country. Meanwhile, Coard clique plotted to keep the most conscious 
and revolutionary workers and farmers out of country's leadership. 

out the region. The new regime has dis­
mantled virtually all the economic and so­
cial programs that were benefiting the Gre­
nadian people. Unemployment has skyroc­
keted. Promised economic development 
projects have either fallen through or done 
nothing to benefit the majority of the popu­
lation. 

In the United Nations, Grenada has now 
even joined the tiny handful of countries 
whose delegations vote with the United 
States to block international sanctions 
against the racist apartheid regime in South 
Africa. 

Drawing the lessons 
In the weeks and months that followed 

the counterrevolutionary coup and sub­
sequent U.S. invasion, revolutionists in 
many countries began to draw important 
political conclusions from what had hap­
pened in Grenada. They saw in life the 
consequences of Coard's method of build­
ing a privileged clique loyal to himself 
through the use of buddyism and material 
corruption, as well as the consequences of 

his reliance on administrative fiat, ultraleft 
demagogy, and finally bloody repression. 

In contrast, many revolutionists began to 
understand and appreciate more pro­
foundly the orientation charted by Maurice 
Bishop toward the organization, mobiliza­
tion, and political education of the workers 
and farmers as the bedrock of any revolu­
tionary change. 

They were attracted to Bishop's inter­
nationalism, to his outspoken identification 
with revolutionary Cuba and Nicaragua. 
Their own internationalist consciousness 
was raised by his call to overcome the divi­
sions - imposed during centuries of colo­
nial domination - between the working 
people of the English-, Spanish-, French-, 
and Dutch-speaking Caribbean and Central 
America. 

Lies, slanders, and hypocrisy 
As these lessons have been drawn by 

growing layers of revolutionary-minded 
fighters throughout the Americas and the 
world, the Coard group has found itself on 
the defensive politically. That is why it has 

had to adjust its defense, in hopes of stir­
ring up renewed confusion. 

The fullest presentation in print of 
Coard' s latest version of the October 1983 
events is the previously cited document 
being circulated in this country by the 
Friends for Jamaica. 

According to this account, Bishop was a 
well-intentioned but subjective revolution­
ary who in 1983 had fallen under the evil 
influence, on the one side, of the power­
hungry George Louison and Kendrick 
Radix, and, on the other side, of CIA 
agents such as Don Rojas and others. 

"It is now known," the document states, 
"that the CIA was successful in penetrating 
both the NJM and the PRG at the highest 
levels." 

"In short," the document concludes 
"Bro. Maurice Bishop at the crucial mo~ 
ment was literally surrounded by forces 
who were drumming into his head, night 
and day, that he should not accept the shar­
ing of the Party's Leadership. This con­
stant pressure on Bro. Bishop was com-

Continued on next page 

Open leiter by Don Rojas on slander campaign 
The following open letter dated Nov. 

8, 1986, was sent by Don Rojas to a 
number of publications in the United 
States, the Caribbean, and other coun­
tries. 

Rojas is currently the representative 
in Havana, Cuba, of the Maurice Bishop 
Patriotic Movement of Grenada; a mem­
ber of the coordinating committee of the 
Anti-Imperialist Organizations of the 
Caribbean and Central America, a 
group of 32 organizations from 21 coun­
tries founded at a conference in Havana 
in June 1984; and secretary for the 
Caribbean and Central America for the 
International Organization of Jour­
nalists. 

It has been reported in a Caribbean News 
Agency (CANA) dispatch of Aug. 14, 
1986, that Bernard Coard in his statement 
to the court in the Maurice Bishop murder 
trial in St. George's, Grenada, made a 
number of slanderous remarks about my in­
volvement in the Grenada Revolution and 
in the fateful events of Oct. 19, 1983. 

These false and completely unsubstan­
tiated charges that I am an agent of the 
U.S. CIA have subsequently appeared in a 
front-page headline and page 3 article in 
the New York Carib News of August 26. 
This smear was then repeated in a major re­
port on the trial in the U.S. weekly In 
These Times. It has also been presented as 
fact in a document entitled "Grenada 1983: 
Whose Struggle for Power," published by a 
New York-based group called Friends for 
Jamaica; this document has been adver­
tised in the U.S. weeklies the Guardian 
and In These Times. 

I was not contacted by any of these pub­
lications to comment on and rebut these 
dangerous and irresponsible lies about my 

own character and about the events of Oc­
tober 19 that led to the murder of Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop and many other 
Grenadian patriots. I wish to respond to 
Coard's charges and to clarify the record 
on his falsifications. 

What happened October 19 · 
Shortly before he was brutally assassi­

nated by Coard and his clique on Oct. 19, 
1983, the late Prime Minister instructed me 
as his press secretary to go to the Tele­
phone Company in St. George's and try to 
inform the outside world, in particular the 
Grenadians living abroad, that the patriotic 
supporters of the Revolution had risked 
their lives to release him from his house ar­
rest and that he was preparing to speak to 
the tens of thousands of Grenadians who 
had gathered in the Market Square. 

I proceeded with four other Bishop sup­
porters to the telephone building and disco­
vered the gates padlocked and chained. We 
found a few telephone company workers, 
along with a female employee of the Minis­
try of Interior who had been planted there 
by Coard's group some days before. We 
called on them to open the gates and assist 
us in making the international calls, as the 
Prime Minister had requested. The workers 
responded positively and assisted us with­
out hesitation in manning the switch­
boards. 

While in the process of telephoning the 
outside world, the military attack by 
Coard's forces took place at Fort Rupert 
where Bishop and his supporters had gone 
following his rescue from house arrest. I 
was able to give an eyewitness report by 
phone to the Caribbean News Agency of 
what I could see and hear from the window 
of the telephone building: cannon fire, fol­
lowed by bursts of automatic rifle fire, 

smoke rising from the courtyard of the fort, 
people jumping over the walls and running 
in panic in all directions. 

Shortly after the attack, a group of about 
I 00 enraged Bishop supporters gathered at 
the gates of the telephone building and de­
manded that they be given a small quantity 
of weapons stored in a room at the back of 
the building. They wanted the weapons to 
defend themselves against the soldiers who, 
had attacked Fort Rupert. 

I refused to distribute the weapons, call­
ing on them instead to be calm and avoid 
bloodshed, since this was what Bishop had 
desired when I had spoken to him earlier 
that day. I then left the Telephone Com­
pany and made for my house in nearby 
Grand Anse, not knowing that the Prime 
Minister and other Grenadian revolution­
aries and patriots had been murdered at 
Fort Rupert. I heard the sad news later that 
night when it was announced by Gen. Hud­
son Austin on the radio. 

Shoot-to-kill curfew 
In that same broadcast, Austin- nomi­

nal head of Coard's new government -
announced an indefinite, round-the-clock 
curfew; violators would be shot on sight, 
he warned. I spent the days of the curfew in 
hiding, since Coard and his gang had 
mounted a military manhunt for me. 

My wife was arrested and detained at 
Fort Frederick at that time, also on orders 
of his gang. Playing the "soft cop," Gen­
eral Austin personally tried to trick my 
wife into revealing my whereabouts, but 
failed. 

Four days after the American invasion 
on October 25, my family and I were found 
in a house in the Lime area of southern St. 
George's by U.S. soldiers. Along with 

Continued on next page 
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New attempt to cover up murder of Bishop 
Continued from previous page 
bined with his own personal weaknesses, 
especially his well-known tendency to 
allow close personal friends to have un­
usual sway over him, and his tendency ... 
to resent criticism. 

"It was this confluence of forces and ten­
dencies, the chemistry of the 'joint opera­
tion' of [George] Louison and the CIA, 
that in the final analysis led to Bro. 
Bishop's slide off the path of principle, and 
into a road of defiance of the Party's deci­
sion .... " 

This account includes the vile charge 
that one of these provocateurs was even 
known by Bishop to be a CIA agent, but 
was nonetheless able to infiltrate the NJM 
because he could not resist her sexual ad­
vances. "[S]he kept after him, and after a 
while he just couldn't resist her," one of 
Coarct's supporters claims in this scurrilous 
document. 

laborators is aimed at legitimizing the 
cops, courts, and other institutions of the 
current pro-imperialist government in Gre­
nada. By falsely portraying these hated fig­
ures as "Marxists," the imperialists and 
their political servants in Grenada hope that 
the trial can help discredit the political leg­
acy of Maurice Bishop, the Cuban revolu­
tion, and all progressive forces in the 
Caribbean and Central America. 

Revolutionary-minded democrats, free­
dom fighters, and communists around the 
world do not recognize the moral or politi­
cal legitimacy of this U.S.-installed re­
gime. It has no standing to pass judgment 
on Coard and his cronies for their counter­
revolutionary crimes. 

Coard and his cohorts are politically and 
morally responsible for the crimes commit­
ted against the Grenadian working people 
and the Grenada revolution in October 
1983. And those counterrevolutionary acts 
are indefensible. 

There can be no effective effort to re­
build the revolutionary movement of work­
ing people in Grenada that does not include 
spreading the truth about the events of Oc­
tober 1983 that destroyed the revolution 

and open~d the way to the U.S. invasion. 
Moreover, Coard's practice of slander­

ing political opponents as police agents 
must be decisively rejected. This poison­
ous method was introduced into the inter­
national workers' movement by the Social 
Democrats, who used such smears against 
the Bolshevik leadership of the October 
1917 revolution in Russia and against other 
revolutionists. 

Agent-baiting later became a standard 
practice of Stalin's regime. It was used to 
justify bloody purges of communists both 
inside the Soviet Union and elsewhere who 
spoke out against Stalin's reversal of 
Lenin's revolutionary internationalist 
course. 

It is in the most pressing interests of rev­
olutionary fighters around the world to put 
a halt once and for all to the use of slander 
and violence inside the anti-imperialist and 
working-class movements. 

As the Cuban government and Com­
munist Party explained in its Oct. 20, 
1983, statement on the murder of Bishop 
and other Grenadian patriots, let "the con­
cept prevail that no crime must be commit­
ted in the name of the revolution and free­
dom." Don Rojas 

In the week after Bishop was placed 
under house arrest, the document states, 
"the CIA stepped up its work to ensure that 
no healing would take place. CIA agents 
actively began sowing more rumors and 
confusion in villages and communities 
throughout the Country. Overnight, they 
became the firmest supporters of Bishop." 

Yet, neither Coard nor his backers have 
presented even a single piece of evidence 
to back up their public charge that any one 
of the individuals they cite was in fact a 
CIA agent. 

Letter by Rojas on slander campaign 
With regard to the alleged seductress, 

for example, the Friends for Jamaica 
document cites a Coard supporter and 
former security officer as stating, "we were 
fairly certain this woman was working for 
the CIA." He also points out that "she had 
been living in the USA for several years." 
That's the totality of the "evidence." 

The authors of this document consider it 
sufficient to label Don Rojas a CIA agent 
on the basis of the statement by this same 
former security officer that "we were 
watching him - we had certain informa­
tion on him which caused us to put a ques­
tion mark beside his name. But it was his 
actions on October 19 which conclusively 
demonstrated his CIA connections." 

In other words, the "proof' that Rojas 
was a CIA agent was that he - along with 
30,000 other Grenadians- participated in 
the October 19 popular uprising against the 
Coard coup! Rojas has explained the facts 
about his activities on that day and over the 
following week in his response to the 
Coard slanders. 

The current trial of Coard and his col-

Continued from previous page 
other families in the area, we were ordered 
out of the buildings so that house-to-house 
searches could be carried out. We were or­
dered to go to the site of the Point Salines 
airport, then controlled by the invading 
forces. 

I was separated from my family and in­
terrogated at gunpoint. My family was sent 
to Barbados on a U.S. military transport 
plane. 

Some hours later I, too, was expelled 
and sent to Barbados, exactly four years 
after Maurice Bishop had invited me to 
come serve the Grenadian Revolution as a 
Caribbean-born, anti-imperialist jour­
nalist. I subsequently worked for the Revo­
lution as a member of the New Jewel 
Movement; as editor of the Free West In­
dian, Grenada's main newspaper; and as 
the Prime Minister's press secretary. 

Before leaving Grenada, I was inter­
viewed by the first group of journalists al­
lowed into the country by the invading 
U.S. forces. When asked my views on the 
invasion, I condemned it as an aggression 
against Grenadian sovereignty and as a vio-
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Puerto Ricans fight for forest 
"They won't train the military 

in El Yunque," chanted nearly 
8,000 people during a march pro­
testing U.S. government attempts 
to destroy Puerto Rico's most val­
uable rain forest. 

Last September, the U.S. Forest 
Service decided to allow the ex­
ploitation of the woods for com­
mercial purposes. This triggered 
vigorous protests. The 28,000-acre 
park is ecologically unique and is 
the source of the island's biggest 
rivers. 

The controversy escalated when 
the Pentagon announced it was 
looking for a tropical forest site to 
train troops as part of its prepara­
tions for war in Central America. 

The December issue of Perspec­
tiua Mundial has on-the-spot 
coverage of this latest develop­
ment in the struggle against U.S. 
militarization of the island. 
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the truth about the struggles of 
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lation of international Jaw, and I also said 
that if Prime Minister Bishop were alive, 
he too would have opposed this illegal ac­
tion of the U.S.·· government. 

This condemnation of the criminal Y an­
kee occupation of Grenada was promi­
nently reported in both the Caribbean and 
the U.S. press at the time. 

No U .S.-installed government such as 
that in Grenada today has either the moral 
or political legitimacy to imprison, try, or 
render judgment on Coard and the others 
responsible for the murderous events of 
Oct. 19, 1983. But Coard's decision to use 
the trial proceedings as a platform to justify 
his counterrevolutionary crimes is a slap in 
the face to progressive and democratic 
world opinion. 

Coard's lies and slanders 
Coard has resorted to a mixture of lies, 

half-truths, cheap slandering, and misin­
formation in his diatribes to the court, the 
same court which only weeks ago he was 
hypocritically describing as unconstitu­
tional and illegitimate. 

His tactic is to divert attention from his 
responsibility for the crimes of October 19, 
to create a smoke screen that would hide 
his culpability and minimize his isolation 
from the progressive and revolutionary 
forces in the Caribbean and Latin America. 

History will never forgive Coard, be­
cause history has already passed its verdict 
of guilt by complicity in the Fort Rupert 
massacre and in the destruction of the Gre­
nadian Revolution. He was the undisputed 
leader of the so-called Central Committee 
majority that ordered Bishop's assassina­
tion and of the so-called Revolutionary 
Military Council that terrorized and 
traumatized the Grenadian people during 
the nightmarish shoot-to-kill curfew. 

History will remember him only for his 
enormous vanity, unbridled ambition, and 
immense hypocrisy. He and his gang gave 
to imperialism the popular Grenada Revo­
lution on a silver platter. Coard opened the 
door to the U.S. invasion. 

Bishop gave his life for the Grenadian 
Revolution and for the poor and humble 
people of the Caribbean. History will never 
forget him. His spirit will continue to live 
in the hearts and minds of all patriotic 
Caribbean people. 

Coard, in stark contrast, was prepared to 
order the killing of his compatriots in the 
name of the Revolution, but not prepared 
to die for it; prepared to approve and even 
applaud those who pulled the triggers on 
Bishop, Unison Whiteman, and the other 
martyrs, but not prepared to account hon­
estly to the Grenadian people for these 
monstrous counterrevolutionary crimes. 

Coard's refusal to acknowledge his re­
sponsibility for the events of October 19 at 
Fort Rupert repeats his cowardice in sur­
rendering without a fight to the American 
forces after he and his gangsters in the 
"Revolutionary Military Council" had 
called on the Grenadian people "to fight to 

the last man, woman, and child." 
Coard's actions have set back the forces 

of peace, liberty, and social progress in the 
Caribbean for many years and have tar­
nished the image of the progressive move­
ment in the eyes of the region's masses. 
Furthermore, these actions have created 
the conditions for current U.S. domination 
and militarization of Grenada. 

Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement 
Coard's hysterical attacks on the leader­

ship of the Maurice Bishop Patriotic Move­
ment (MBPM) during his egotistical grand­
standing in the trial no doubt evoked smiles 
of appreciation in Washington, apart from 
revealing how traitorous he is to the just 
cause of the working people. 

His aim is to undermine the credibility of 
the MBPM by attempting to discredit it and 
slander individuals identified with it. By 
attacking the movement dedicated to pre­
serving the ideas and programs of Maurice 
Bishop, Coard is once again demonstrating 
his contempt for Bishop and his legacy, 
notwithstanding his hypocritical statements 
that he and Bishop were close both politi­
cally and socially. 

The Grenadian masses will never forget 
that it was Coard who authorized his infan­
tile, phrasemongering minions to publicly 
slander Brother Bishop as "right wing," 
"opportunist," "counterrevolutionary," and 
even "worse than Gairy ,"and that it was he 
who finally organized the liquidation of 
Bishop, his self-perceived rival since the 
mid-1970s. 

Some final questions 
If, as Coard now says, he was shocked 

and traumatized by Comrade Bishop's 
death, why did he not proclaim his disap­

. proval to the world in the days between 
Bishop's assassination and the Yankee in­
vasion? 

Why did Coard- the de facto leader of 
the party and government on October 19-
not order the immediate arrest of Bishop's 
murderers, institute a period of national 
mourning, and hand over the remains of 
Bishop and the other martyrs to their 
families for a dignified burial? 

And why did he not put a stop to the mis­
named Revolutionary Military Council's 
lying statements over Radio Free Grenada 
about the events of October 19? The an­
swer is simple, because he was the very au­
thor of those statements. 

Finally, we are confident that the judg­
ment of history will ultimately condemn 
imperialism as well as Coardism for their 
crimes in Grenada and will vindicate 
Maurice Bishop, his ideas, his example, 
and the popular revolution that he led with 
consummate skill, dignity, and courage. 

Long live the patriotic Grenadian 
people! 

Long live the memory of Maurice 
Bishop! 

Down with the enemies of the masses! 
Let us go forward on our feet, never on 

our knees! 



Fighting for land, 
Philippine peasants 
rally to rebels 
BY FRED FELDMAN 

The 60-day cease-fire agreement signed 
November 27 by the Philippine govern­
ment of President Corazon Aquino and 
negotiators authorized to represent the 
New People's Army guerrilla movement is 
a measure of the support the NP A has 
gained. 

The inability of the Ferdinand Marcos 
tyranny to crush the growing revolt in the 
countryside, despite repression that cost 
thousands of lives, was a major cause of 
his downfall in February. 

The September 15 Washington Post re­
ported that there are now an "estimated 
16,500 NPA regulars, nearly 15,000 'part­
time' militiamen, and its hundreds of 
thousands of civilian supporters." U.S. in­
telligence agencies concede that the NP A 
now has major influence in at least 5,000 
of the 40,000 rural villages, and operates in 
60 out of the country's 73provinces. 

"Many of those insurgents are fighting 
chiefly for land," the Post reported. "Many 
are tenant farmers, and they are convinced 
that a revolutionary government will make 
them owners of the land they till, or restore 
to them lands they have been forced to va­
cate to powerful cronies of Marcos or the 
large agribusinesses of multinational cor­
porations." 

"Others join the revolutionary move­
ment," the Post added, "because of what 
they call abuses by a military that tends to 
regard all rural villagers as rebel army sup­
porters." 

The Philippines has a population of 58 
million scattered over 7,000 islands. 
Roughly 70 percent of these are exploited 
peasants. Most work small plots, paying 
exorbitant rents or shares of their crop to 
big landlords. 

On the island of Negros, workers on the 
big sugar plantations face massive un­
employment and malnutrition. This has 
impelled working people to fight to get par­
cels of land on which they can grow food 
for their families. 

Since 1983 support for the NPA on Neg­
ros has grown rapidly as the landlords un­
leashed the army and private bands of hired 
gunmen on workers seeking to organize. In 
September 1985, for example, 28 workers 
protesting hunger were gunned down in the 
town of Escalante. 

"I hardly go to the farm now," Negros 
landlord Manuel Lacson told the Post. Be­
fore the overthrow of Marl:os, "our word 
was law. But now the workers have 
changed their attitude. They have teach-ins 
every night, and if we go there we arc met 
by armed people." 

The NP A was founded in 1969 bv mem­
bers of the newly organized Con;munist 
Party of the Philippines (CPP). Its founders 
had been expelled from the older Com­
munist Party (PKP), which subsequently 
moved toward support of the Marcos dic­
tatorship after martial law was declared in 
1972. 

"While following the absolute leader­
ship of the working class and the Com­
munist Party of the Philippines," the Basic 
Rules issued by the NPA declared, "the 
New People's Army incorporates mainly 
the armed peasants fighting for agrarian 
revolution, which is the main content of the 
people's democratic revolution." 

The growth of support for the NPA was 
part of a broader challenge to the Marcos 
dictatorship by the workers and peasants. 
This included the development of the May 
1 Movement (KMU) union federation, the 
Peasant Movement of the Philippines, 
church-related human rights and social ac­
tion organizations, and other organiza­
tions. The National Federation of Sugar 
Workers, which has developed strong sup­
port in the Negros cane fields, is a KMU 
affiliate. 

Many of these popular organizations 
united during Marcos' reign to form the 
National Democratic Front, which sup­
ports many of the political goals of the 
guerrilla movement. 

Many figures accused of supporting the 
NPA were released from prison after Mar­
cos' regime fell. They included Jose Maria 
Sison, a founder of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines. He and the late KMU 
Chairman Rolando Olalia were among the 
founders of the Party of the Nation, a legal 
political party set up after Marcos' down­
fall that advocates radical social change in 
the Philippines. 

But the struggle in the countryside con­
tinued after Aquino was brought to office 
by the popular upsurge that ended the Mar­
cos regime. And scores of others arrested 

Philippine cease-fire pact 
Continued from front page 
accomplishment." 

Since Salas had been participating in the 
negotiations, his arrest caused a break­
down in the talks until November 10. 

The NDF withdrew from the talks again 
after the assassination of Rolando Olalia 
chairman of the May 1 Movement unio~ 
federation. The talks resumed November 
25. 

The accord calls on the armed forces "to 
disarm and punish abusive members and 
units in the field, including abusive CHDF 
[Civilian Home Defense Forces]." The 
military has given this title to many of the 
landlords' private armies that terrorize the 
rural population. The NDF agreed that the 
NPA would also discipline its own forces. 

However, the agreement also states that 
"government peace-keeping functions 
against criminal activities shall continue" 
during the cease-fire. This is how the mili­
tary has presented the war against the NPA 
in the past. 

Gen. Eduardo Ermita, deputy chief of 
staff of the armed forces, asserted that "de­
finitely, the military will support" the 
agreement. Defense Minister Rafael Ileto 
said he thought "we must give the effort a 
chance." However, he indicated, there are 
differences in the officer corps about this. 

Chief NDF negotiator Saturnino 
Ocampo called the truce a first step toward 
"peace based on justice, freedom, and de­
mocracy." 

Discussions between the NDF and the 
government on bringing an end to the war 

Government negotiator Ramon Mitra 
holding copy of pact. To right is Satur­
nino Ocampo of the National Democrat­
ic Front. 

are supposed to start within 30 days. 
Ocampo and government negotiator 
Ramon Mitra both predicted that these 
talks would be more difficult than the 
cease-fire negotiations. 

NDF negotiators said such issues as re­
distribution of land and the occupation of 
Philippine territory by U.S. bases would be 
raised. 

In an earlier interview with the Washing­
ton Post, Ocampo stated, "The root of the 
insurgency lies in the unjust social struc­
tures." 

New recruits being trained by guerrillas, of New People's Army 

under Marcos remain in rural jails in the 
Philippines, and some have been jailed 
since Aquino came to power. 

On Negros, for example, the landlords 
~nd their hired guns use charges of support­
mg th~ NP A as a pretext for jailing peasant 
orgamzers. 

The landlords have maintained their pri-

vate armies, and their supporters such as 
ousted Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile 
were among the strongest foes of a cease­
fire. 

The armed forces also continued the war 
against the guerrillas. Up until the an­
nouncement of the cease-fire, an average 
of 10 people were being killed each day. 

-WORLD NEWS BRIEFS--
Largest French student 
protest since 1968 

Just a week after the French govern­
ment unveiled plans to raise university 
tuitions and tighten up entrance qualifi­
cations, hundreds of thousands of stu­
dents poured into the streets of Paris and 
50 other cities to protest the move. 

Organizers said that more than a mil­
lion demonstrators took part in the 
November 27 action, while police esti­
mates put the number at more than 
400,000. In either case, it was the 
largest student action in the country 
since 1968, when a massive student and 
worker revolt nearly toppled the govern­
ment. 

"Out, out, out, the students are in the 
streets!" chanted the marchers in Paris, 
demanding the resignation of Education 
Minister Rene Monory. The march 
ended in a mass sit-in outside the Na­
tional Assembly, where assembly mem­
bers were scheduled to debate the new 
education bill. 

The following day the government an­
nounced that it would make some revi­
sions in the bill. 

UN condemns U.S. air 
strikes against Libya 

The United Nations General Assem­
bly passed a resolution November 20 
condemning the U.S. raid against Libya 
last April as a violation of international 
law. 

Adopted by a 79-28 vote, with 33 
abstentions, the resolution also "affirms 
the right" of Libya "to receive appropii­
ate compensation." And in a reference to 
the U.S. use of British airfields, the UN 
called on countries to "refrain from ex­
tending any assistance or facilities for 
perpetrating acts of aggression" against 
Libya. 

Barclays Bank sells off 
South African stake 

Officials of Barclays Bank, one of the 
largest British investors in South Africa, 
announced November 24 that they were 
selling off their holdings there. 
Barclays' interests will be bought by 
several South African companies, in­
cluding Anglo American Corp., the 
mining and industrial giant. 

This divestment move came in the 
wake of several other prominent pullouts 
by U.S. companies such as General 

Motors and International Business 
Machines. But Barclays' move was the 
first one by a major British concern. 

Barclays officials said the reason for 
the withdrawal was "basically commer­
cial." The profits from the bank's South 
African operations had fallen from 10 
percent of its total profits in 1980 to less 
than 3 percent in 1985. 

Pressure from the anti-apartheid 
movement was also a key factor. "World 
opinion counts," said Sir Timothy 
Bevan, the bank chairman. "It affects 
commerce. And world opinion has 
changed quite a lot this year." 

Brazilians demonstrate 
against price hikes 

Thousands of workers and students 
filled the streets of Brasilia, Brazil's 
capital, November 27 to protest new 
gasoline and other price increases. 

The protesters were attacked by police 
with clubs and tear gas, leading to 
clashes that left considerable damage. 

Besides the price hikes, the govern­
ment has announced plans to shut down 
15 state enterprises, which could lead to 
layoffs of 30,000 workers. 

The United Workers Federation 
(CUT), representing more than 11 mil­
lion workers, has called for a coun­
trywide general strike in mid-December 
to protest the government's latest eco­
nomic measures. 

Canada's native peoples 
hit NATO base plans 

Representatives of the native At­
tikameke and Montagnais peoples of 
Canada's northern Quebec and Labrador 
regions traveled to NATO headquarters 
in Brussels November 20. They went to 
express their "categorical opposition" to 
plans to expand the NATO air base at 
Goose Bay. 

The flights from the base, located at 
the mouth of Labrador's Churchill 
River, have already led to some pollu­
tion of the rivers and lakes in the subarc­
tic region and have disturbed the local 
wildlife. This has seriously affected the 
livelihood of the Attikamekes and Mon­
tagnais, many of whom are hunters and 
trappers. 

Currently there are between 30 and 50 
flights daily from the base. Under 
NATO's expansion plans, there will be 
about 200. 
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-CALENDAR-
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 

Socialist Regional Educational Conferences 
Government Crisis Rocks the Philippines. 
Speaker: Ronaldo Karunungan, founding chair 
of Samahang Pinoi (Alliance for Philippine 
Concerns). Film: Breaking Ground for Free­
dom. Sat., Dec. 6, 6:30p.m. 1306 1st Ave. N. 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (205) 323-3079. 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix 
"The Truth Must Not Only Be the Truth, It 
Must Be Told." Speakers: representative of Af­
rican National Congress of South Africa; Fred 
Halstead, Socialist Workers Party, leader of 
movement against Vietnam War; Francisca 
Cavasos, Arizona· Farm Workers Union, re­
cently returned from the Philippines; Pablo 
Otero, Young Socialist Alliance; Dawn Noggle, 
Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights. 
Sat., Dec. 13. Reception, 6 p.m.; rally, 7 p.m. 
1809 W Indian School Rd. Donation: $3. Ausp: 
Young Socialist Alliance and Pathfinder Books. 
For more information call (602) 279-5850. 
The Fighting Potential of the U.S. Working 
Class. Class by Fred Halstead. Sun., Dec. 14, 
noon. 1809 W Indian School Rd. Ausp: Young 
Socialist Alliance and Pathfinder Books. Dona­
tion: $2. For more information call (602) 279-
5850. 

CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco 
A Tribute to Nelson Mandela: A Celebration 
of the U.S. Publication of His Writings. Fea­
tured speaker Neo Mnumzana, chief UN dele­
gate of the African National Congress of South 
Africa. Translation to Spanish. Sat., Dec. 13,7 
p.m. ILWU Local 34, 4 Berry St. (at Embar­
cadero). Donation: $2. Ausp: Pathfinder 
Bookstore. For more information call (415) 
282-6255. 

San Jose 
Crisis in the Philippines. Workers and Farm­
ers Press Their Demands. Speaker: Joel 
Rocamora, director Philippine Resource Cen­
ter. Translation to Spanish. Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 
p.m. 46 112 Race St. Donation: $2. Ausp: Mili­
tant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(408) 998-4007. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
Women in Struggle. Speakers: Byllye Avery, 
founder and executive director of the National 
Black Women's Health Project; others. Show­
ing of video from the International Women's 
Conference held in Nairobi, Kenya. 132 Cone 
St. NW, 2nd floor. Sat., Dec. 6, 7:30p.m. Do­
nation: $2.50. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (404) 577-4065. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 
Reagan's Secret Aid to 'Contras': New 
Openings for Antiwar Protests. Speakers: 
Debbie Frattan, CASA Baltimore; Joe Delia, 
Towson State U. antiwar activist; Sarah Harris, 
Young Socialist Alliance. Sat., Dec. 6, 7:30 
p.m. 2913 Greenmount Ave. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Forum. For more information 
call (30 I) 235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
South Africa Sanctions Bill: The Hidden At­
tack on the African National Congress. 
Speakers to be announced. Translation to 
Spanish. Sat., Dec. 6, 7:30p.m. 107 Brighton 
Ave., Allston. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant 
Labor Forum. For more information call (617) 
787-0275. 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
Stop Union-Busting, Save Jobs. Speakers: 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 

Forum. The U.S. War Against Nicara­
gua: How It Can Be Stopped, Its Impact on 
U.S. Workers. Sat., Dec. 6, 7:30p.m. 

Two classes: 1 . The Coming Revolution 
in South Africa and the Role of the African 
National Congress. Sat., Dec. 6, 12:30 p.m. 
2. The Cuban Role in Africa. Sat., Dec. 6, 3 
p.m. Classes and forum translated to Spanish. 
Speaker: Malik Miah, Socialist Workers Party 
National Committee. 

Events held at 2546 W Pico Blvd. Dona­
tion: $5 for series or $2 per event. Ausp: 
Young Socialist Alliance and Socialist Work­
ers Party. For more information call (213) 
380-9460. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
Forum. Why We Need a Revolution in the 
United States. Speaker: Thabo Ntweng, 
Socialist Workers Party National Committee. 
Sun., Dec. 14, 10 a.m. 

Two classes on Roots of U.S. War Drive 
in Central America. Sat. , Dec. 13, 2 p.m. 
and Sun., noon. 

Events held at 132 Cone St. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. 
For more information call (404) 577-4065. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago 
Workers, Farmers, and Students Need to 

Merle Krueger, member Original Local P-9, 
Austin, Minnesota; Joe Wilson, president 
United Auto Workers Local 15; Joe Yeiser, 
United Steelworkers of America District 29 or­
ganizer; Sat., Dec. 13, 3 p.m. 2441 W Grand 
Blvd. Ausp: International Association of 
Machinists Local 82. For more information call 
(313) 898-9163. 
GM Plant Closings: How to Fight Them. 
Speaker: Andrew Pulley, Socialist Workers 
Party, member United Auto Workers Local 
5960. Film showing: Poletown Lives. Sat., 
Dec. 13, 8 p.m. 2135 Woodward Ave. Dona­
tion: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more 
information call (313) 961-0395. 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
Labor's Turning Point. A film about the 1934 
Minneapolis Teamsters' strike. Sat., Dec. 6, 7 
p.m. 4907 Martin Luther King Dr. Donation: 
$2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more in­
formation call (314) 361-0250. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
Reagan's Secret Arms Deal. Speakers: 
Natasha Terlexis, Socialist Workers Party; 
others. Sat., Dec. 6, 7:30p.m. 508 N Snelling 
Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum. For 
more information call (612) 644-6325. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Holiday Benefit Dance for Independent Fed­
eration of Flight Attendants (TWA workers). 
Sat., Dec. 13, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. Local 1199, 310 
W 43rd St. Donation: $10. Ausp: IFFA. For 
more information call (718) 520-0996. 
Fundraiser in Solidarity with Puerto Rican 
Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War. 
Speakers: Julio Rosado, eastern coordinator of 
the MLN; Felix Rosa, recently released political 
prisoner. Cultural presentation by Grupo Bajari. 
Fri., Dec. 12. Food, refreshments, literature, 
arts and crafts. El Caney, I 70 E 116 St. (be­
tween Lexington and 3rd aves.) Donation: $5. 
Ausp: National Committee to Free Puerto Rican 

Discuss How We Can Stop the U.S. War on 
Nicaragua and Defend Workers and Farm­
ers at Home. 

Class series begins Sat., Dec. 13, 12 noon, 
ends Sun., Dec. 14, 2 p.m. 

Keynote address: War and Crisis in the 
Americas. Speaker: Mac Warren, Socialist 
Workers Party National Committee. Sat., 
Dec. 13, 7 p.m. 

All events at McCormick Center Hotel. 
Translation to Spanish provided. Donation: 
$6 for conference. Ausp: Young Socialist Al­
liance. For more information call (312) 326-
5853. 

MISSOURI 
Kansas City 
Forum. Why We Need a Revolution in the 
United States. Sat., Dec. 13, 8 p.m. 

Two classes: U.S. Farm Crisis and Why 
Workers and Farmers Have a Stake in 
Ending It. Sat., Dec. 13, I p.m.; Sun., Dec. 
14, I p.m. 

Events held at 4725 Troost. Donation: $5 
for conference; $2 for classes. Ausp: Socialist 
Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance. 
For more information call (816) 753-0404. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 

Two-class series: The State of U.S. Trade 
Unions Today. Sat., Dec. 13, II a.m. and 
2:30p.m. The Coming Revolution in South 
Africa. Sat. II a.m. and 2:30p.m. 

Forum: The U.S. Political Situation 

Prisoners of War. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
How Can Workers Defend Themselves 
Against Company Attacks? Speakers to be an­
nounced. Video showing of Labor's Turning 
Point. Sun., Dec. 7, 5 p.m. 2219 E Market St. 
Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For 
more information call (919) 272-5996. 

OHIO 
Cleveland 
The Fight Against the Perry Nuclear Power 
Plant. A panel discussion. Sat., Dec. 6, 7:30 
p.m. 2521 Market Ave. Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Labor Forum. For more information 
call (216) 861-6150. 

OREGON 
Portland 
From Big Mountain to Columbia River: Na­
tive American Rights Under Attack. Speak­
ers: representative from Columbia River De­
fense Project, Northwest Big Mountain Support 
Group, and Socialist Workers Party. Sat., Dec. 
13, 7:30p.m. 2732 NE Union. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor­
mation call (503) 287-7416. 

TEXAS 
Houston 
Behind the U.S.-Iran 'Contra' Arms Deal. 
Panel discussion. Speaker~ to be announced. 
Translation to Spanish. Sat., Dec. 13, 7:30 
p.m. 4806 Almeda Rd. Donation: $2. Ausp: 
Militant Forum. For more information call 
(713) 522-8054. 

UTAH 
Salt Lake City 
Utah Youth Speak Out in Support of Nicara­
gua. A panel discussion. Translation to 
Spanish. Sat., Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m. 767 S State, 

Today. Discussion to follow. Speaker: Larry 
Seigle, national leader of Socialist Workers 
Party. Sat., Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m. Party to fol­
low. 

Two classes: The Roots of the Imperialist 
War in Central America and The U.S. 
Farm Crisis. Sun., Dec. 14. Both at I :30 
p.m. 

Conference events translated to Spanish. 
Registration Sat., I 0 to II a.m. Young 
Socialist Alliance reception Sat., 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. All events at 79 Leonard St. Donation: 
$6 for conference; or $1.50 per class; $3 for 
forum. Ausp: YSA and Socialist Workers 
Party. For more information call (212) 226-
8445. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Forum: Prospects for Socialism in the 

United States. Speaker: John Studer, 
Socialist Workers Party. Sat., Dec. 13, 7:30 
p.m. 

Two-class series: I. The :Freedom Strug­
gle in South Africa. Speaker to be an­
nounced. Sat., 3 p.m. and Sun., Dec. 14, 
12:30 p.m. 2. War and Revolution in Cen­
tral America. Speaker: Jerry Freiwirth, 
Socialist Workers Party National Committee. 
Sat., 3 p.m. and Sun., 12:30 p.m. Forum and 
classes translated to Spanish. 

Events held at Antioch School of Law, 
2633 16th St. NW. Donation: $5 for confer­
ence or $2 per event. Ausp: Young Socialist 
Alliance and Socialist Workers Party. For 
more information call (202) 797-7699. 

3rd floor. Donation: $2. Ausp: Militant Forum/ 
Foro Perspectiva Mundial. For more informa­
tion call (801) 355-1124. 
New Immigration Legislation: An Attack on 
Democratic Rights. Speakers to be announced. 
Translation to Spanish. Sat., Dec. 13, 7:30 
p.m. 767 S State, 3rd floor. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Forum/Foro Perspectiva Mun­
dial. For more information call (801) 355-1124. 

VIRGINIA 
Newport News 
New Stage in the Struggle for Democracy in 
the Philippines. Speaker: Bob Morgan, 
Socialist Workers Party; others to be an­
nounced. Sun., Dec. 7, 7:30p.m. 5412 Jeffer­
son Ave. Donation: $3. Ausp: Militant Labor 
Forum. For more information call (804) 380-
0133. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
New Immigration Laws: An Attack on Immi­
grant Workers, the Effect of Initiative 30. 
Panel: Jose Bocanegra, representative from 
Committee in Defense of Immigrant Rights; 
Socialist Workers Party; others. Sat., Dec. 13, 
7:30p.m. 5517 Rainier Ave. S. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor­
mation call (206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Charleston 
The Truth Behind U.S. Secret Arms Sales. 
Speakers to be announced. Sun., Dec. 7, 7 p.m. 
116 McFarland St. Donation: $2. Ausp: Mili­
tant Labor Forum. For more information call 
(304) 345-3040. 

WISCONSIN 
Milwaukee 
Behind Reagan's Iran Crisis: Socialist View­
point. Speaker: Tony Prince, Socialist Workers 
Party, member of Amalgamated Clothing and 
Textile Workers Union Local 64. Sat., Dec. 6, 
7:30p.m. 4707 W Lisbon Ave. Donation: $2. 
Ausp: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor­
mation call (414) 445-2076. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP--------
Where to find the Socialist Workers Party, 

Young Socialist Alliance, and Pathfinder 
bookstores. 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
1306 1st Ave. N. Zip: 3520.3. Tel: (205) 323-
3079. 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA. 1809 W. 
Indian School Rd. Zip: 85015. Tel: (602) 279-
5850. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3808 E 14th St. 
Zip: 94601. Tel: (415) 261-3014. San Diego: 
SWP, YSA, 2803 B St. Zip: 92102. Tel: (619) 
234-4630. San Francisco: SWP, YSA, 3284 
23rd St. Zip: 94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255. San 
Jose: SWP, YSA, 46'12 Race St. Zip: 95126. 
Tel: (408) 998-4007. 

COLORADO: Denver: SWP, YSA, 25 W. 
3rd Ave. Zip: 80223. Tel: (303) 698-2550. 

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 137 NE 
54th St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 370486. 
Zip: 33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee: 
YSA, P.O. Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel: (904) 
222-4434. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 132 Cone 
St. NW, 2nd Floor. Zip: 30303. Tel: (404) 577- · 
4065. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 3455 S. 
Michigan Ave. Zip: 60616. Tel: (312) 326-
5853 or .326-5453. 

KENTUCKY: Louisville: SWP, YSA, 809 
E. Broadway. Zip: 40204. Tel: (502) 587-8418. 

LOUISIANA: New Orleans: SWP, YSA, 
3640 Magazine St. Zip· 70115. Tel: (504) 895-
1961. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: SWP, YSA, 
107 Brighton Ave., 2nd floor, Allston. Zip: 
02134. Tel: (617) 787-0275. 

MICillGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 2135 
WlxxlwardAve. Zip:48201. Tel: (313)961-0395. 

MINNESOTA: Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 
508 N. Snelling Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: 
(612) 644-6325. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA, 
4725 Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-
0404. St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 4907 Martin Luther 
King Dr. Zip: 63113. Tel: (314) 361-0250. 
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NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 
Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK: Capital District (Albany): 
SWP, YSA, 114E Quail St. Zip: 12206. Tel: 
(518) 434-3247. New York: SWP, YSA, 79 
Leonard St. Zip: 10013. Tel: (212) 219-3679 or 
925-1668. Socialist Books, 226-8445. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: SWP, 
YSA, 2219 E Market. Zip: 27401. Tel: (919) 
272-5996. 

OHIO: Cincinnati: SWP, YSA, 4945 Pad­
dock Rd. Zip: 45237. Tel: (513) 242-7161. 

•Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 2521 Market Ave. Zip: 
44113. Tel: (216) 861-6150. Columbus: YSA, 
P.O. Box 02097. Zip: 43202. Toledo: SWP, 
YSA, 1701 W Bancroft St. Zip: 43606. Tel: 
( 419) 536-038.3. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 2732 NE 
Union. Zip: 97212. Tel: (503) 287-7416. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: SWP, 
YSA, 2744 Germantown Ave. Zip: 19133. Tel: 
(215) 225-0213. Pittsburgh: SWP, YSA, 402 
N. Highland Ave. Zip: 15206. Tel: (412) 362-
6767. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923. 

Dallas: SWP, YSA, 336 W. Jefferson. Zip: 
75208. Tel: (214) 94.3-5195. Houston: SWP, 
YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. Tel: (713) 
522-8054. 

UTAH: Price: SWP. YSA, 23 S. Carbon 
Ave., Suite 19, P.O. Box 758. Zip: 84501. Tel: 
(801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: SWP, YSA, 
767 S. State. 3rd t1oor. Zip: 84111. Tel: (801) 
355-1124. 

VIRGINIA: Tidewater Area (Newport 
News): SWP, YSA, 5412 Jefferson Ave. Zip 
23605. Tel: (804) .380-0133. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 3106 
Mt. Pleasant St. NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 
797-7699, 797-7021. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
5517 Rainier Ave. South. Zip: 98118. Tel: 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VlRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 116 McFarland St. Zip: 25301. Tel: (304) 
345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, YSA, 221 
Pleasant St. Zip: 26505. Tel: (304) 296-
0055. 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave. Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 



-THE GREAT SOCIETY---------------
No sweat - Experts at the Nu­

clear Regulatory Commission 
have resolved the seemingly 
thorny problem of evacuating 
masses of people from the area of 

their windows or go to the base­
ment - something like that." 

producer of baby food. For sure - In preparation for 
the 1989 bicentennial celebration 
of the signing of the Constitution, 
companies are readying quill pens, 
placemats, ashtrays, T-shirts, tie 
clasps, etc., with constitutional 
themes. "This is a great opportu­
nity to show the spirit of Ameri­
ca," said an exec at the Wall Street 
firm of Merrill Lynch. 

number of things," she explains. 
"Shades based on couture fash­
ions, state-of-the-art formulations 
and packaging." 

Grounds for a coup - We 
missed it at the time, but a few 
months back Imelda Marcos 
charged that Philippine President 
Aquino was wearing one of the 
3,000 pairs of shoes she left be­
hind when she and spouse Ferdy 
split the Malacaiiang Palace. 

Harry 
Ring 

God's work? - A U of 
Pittsburgh researcher says it's a 
mystery why, but research 
suggests that women over the age 
of 50 who have married but never 
had children may face an in­
creased risk of dying suddenly of 
heart disease. The "study" was of 
98 women. 

Ah, they're only kids - the 
Beech-Nut Nutrition[!] Corp. was 
indicted for shipping 25,000 cases 
of phony apple juice intended for 
babies. The stuff included beet 
sugar, cane sugar, com syrup and 
various other ingredients. The 
company is the second biggest 

In living color - If there's less 
heat in your work area, or the 
company clock seems to be run­
ning slow, maybe your griever 
should check it out. With new 
technological advances, video 
cameras for spying on workers can 
now be made tiny enough to 
squeeze into a thermostat or wall 
clock. 

Stocking stutTer - A Montreal 
museum is offering a parmesan 
cheese cellar created by a well­
known furniture designer. The cel­
lar, $67.95. With spoon, $79.95. 

March of civilization- Bug­
ging devices can now be voice-ac­
tivated, leaving government 
snoopers and other dirty-trick art­
ists more time for other illegal ac­
tivity. 

Quick as a thief- In its recent 
feature on the country's 400 rich­
est people, Forbes magazine notes 
that 10 of the nation's greatest for­
tunes at least doubled in the past 
12 months, observing, "Yes, the 
rich do get richer, and they do it 
faster, too." 

a stricken nuke plant. How? Don't 
try to move them all. "You would 
not move everybody in a 10-mile 
radius," an expert said. "Maybe 
some would just need to close 

A steal - An executive of the 
company that sells it feels $13.50 
is reasonable for St. Laurent 
lipstick. "You're paying for a 

How Oakland workers beat union-busting in 1946 
BY PAUL MONTAUK 

OAKLAND, Calif. - Workers on 
strike against the Kaiser Foundation Health 
Plan here since October 27 are fighting 
company demands that they accept a two­
tier wage system and other take backs. 
Their struggle has become a rallying point 
for many unionists in this area. 

The living standards and union rights 
that Kaiser workers have had, and that the 
employer is now trying to take away, are 
the products of previous struggles. An im­
portant one happened here 40 years ago -
the Oakland general strike of Dec. 3-5, 
1946. 

In that action, about 100,000 workers 
protested the use of scabs to block union 
organizing drives and the backing the city 
council and cops gave to the union-busters. 

The strike was called by the Alameda 
County American Federation of Labor 
Central Labor Council and the railroad 
brotherhoods. (This was before the 1955 
merger of the American Federation of 
Labor and the Congress of Industrial Or­
ganizations fonned the AFL-CIO.) 

This event took place in the aftermath of 
World War II, in the midst of a massive up­
swing in strikes and union activity that 
swept the country. 

In Oakland, the Department Store 
Clerks union had launched an organizing 
drive at the downtown department stores, 
and more than 90 percent of the workers 
had signed up for union representation. 
When the owners said no, the workers 
struck two of the big stores on October 31. 

The majority of the striking workers 
were women recently hired as salesper­
sons. They had been kicked out of the ship­
yards and other war industries and forced 

Battles that 
built the unions 

Labor's Giant 
Step: 20 Years of 
the CIO 
by Art Preis 

The story of the labor strug­
gles that unionized much of the 
auto, steel, maritime, and other 
industries in the United States 
in the 1930s and 1940s, written 
by a participant. Preis' history 
includes sections on the battles 
that established the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations 
(CIO), union struggles during 
World War II, the labor up­
surge after the war, and on the 
antilabor witch-hunt that com­
pleted the housebreaking and 
bureaucratization of this move­
ment in the post war years. 538 
pp., $11.95. 

Available from the bookstores 
listed on page 12, and from 
Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., 
New York, N.Y. 10014. Please 
include $. 75 for postage and 
handling. 

back into traditional "women's" jobs. 
At the department stores they were put 

on the "waiting system." They had to show 
up for work and wait unpaid in a back room 
of the store for a supervisor to call them out 
if needed to sell merchandise during busy 
hours. 

Scabs brought in 
The workers set up mass picket lines. 

The bosses responded by importing scabs 
from Los Angeles and keeping the stores 
open. The local Teamsters voted over­
whelmingly to· honor picket lines, and 
many other unions lent similar support. 

The department stores announced that 
merchandise would be delivered to the 
stores by the newly created "Veterans 
Trucking Line Inc." under the "personal 
supervision of the Oakland chief of 
police." 

On the delivery day, hundreds of massed 
Oakland and Berkeley cops cleared pickets 
out of the vicinity of the stores and towed 
away all cars whose owners could not be 
found quickly. Dozens of cars belonging to 
unionists were stolen in this way. The scab 
trucks then made the deliveries, with an es­
cort of police radio cars and motorcycle 
cops. 

Streetcar and bus drivers left their vehi­
cles to join the embattled pickets, and traf­
fic was tied up for hours. AFL and other 
union officials then held a strategy meeting 
at the Labor Temple. On December 2 offi­
cials of all AFL unions, with one dissent­
ing vote, called for a "general work holi­
day." The general strike officially began at 
5:00a.m. the next morning. 

The San Francisco Examiner reported 
that on that day in Oakland, "you can't 
board a streetcar, call a cab, buy food, go 
to a movie, buy gas, get a haircut, buy 
fresh vegetables, get laundry washed, eat 
in a restaurant, or Christmas shop." 

The East Bay printers walked out, clos­
ing down the four big-business dailies. 
When San Francisco papers attempted to 
deliver bundles, they were stopped at the 
Golden Gate Bridge by threats to extend 
picketing to San Francisco. 

Water, gas and electricity were main­
tained by CIO unions at the request of the 
AFL. The CIO Industrial Council, which 
represented 31,000 Alameda County work­
ers, voted to join the strike. The AFL offi­
cials asked them to hold off. 

City comes to halt 
Aside from basic utilities, the entire city 

came to a halt. Police were no longer 
massed on the streets. Streetcar and bus 
drivers directed traffic. Everyone, includ­
ing the commander of the army base who 
wanted to move a ship, had to get the per­
mission of the General Strike Permit Com­
mittee to move anything. 

More than 6,000 people picketed the two 
struck stores demanding that the employers 
recognize the Department Store Clerks. 

That night, about 20,000 people 
gathered inside and around the Civic Au­
ditorium to hear AFL officials denounce 
the strikebreaking attempts of the employ­
ers, cops, and city officials. 

During the course of the 54-hour strike, 
order was maintained by the strike commit­
tee. The only violent incident occurred 
when a man was struck by a cop's motor­
cycle. 

By the third day of the strike, Militant 
correspondent Robert Chester reported, 
"The magnificent solidarity of labor 
triumphed. After an all-night session be­
tween [Oakland City Manager] Hassler and 
the strike strategy committee, the agree­
ment not to use police to escort strikebreak­
ers ... was announced this morning. 

"This afternoon," Chester continued, 
"while hundreds of jeering pickets looked 
on and pressed against police lines, a group 
of scared and bedraggled-looking scabs ... 
were sneaked through police lines into the 
nearby City Hall, from which, several 
hours later, they left in inconspicuous 
groups of twos and threes." 

As the strike ended, negotiations be­
tween the Department Store Clerks and the 
store owners were renewed. In the end, the 
clerks' union secured a contract, including 
union recognition, wage increases, and the 
abolition of the "waiting system." 

The unions continued organizing efforts, 
and the city council and cops renewed 
harassment. Then the Oakland Labor 
Council's East Bay Labor Journal carried 
the headline: "Why Continue to Fight City 
Hall, Why Not Take It Over." 

A resolution was adopted by the AFL 
council, the CIO council, and the rail 
brotherhoods "to begin the practical steps 
of building the organization that will win 
victory at the polls." The Alameda County 
Joint Committee to Fight Antilabor Legis­
lation (JLC) was formed. 

Unionists run for office 
Union officials from five union locals 

were selected to run for city council in the 
May 1947 elections. This action was en­
dorsed by a meeting of more than 8,000 
workers. The JLC changed its name to the 

Oakland Voters League (OVL), and the 
labor election campaign was launched. 

On election eve, a unionists' car caravan 
estimated at 500 automobiles honked its 
way through the city, calling all to the polls 
to "vote for labor." On election day, more 
than 100,000 ballots were cast. Four outof 
five OVL candidates were elected, and a 
fifth was elected later. Joe Smith, head of 
the local of the National Lawyers Guild, 
became mayor. With him on the council 
were officials from the Carpenters union, 
the Painters, a rail brotherhood, and a com­
munications workers union. 

Out of the general strike a new formation 
had developed - the Negro-Labor Com­
mittee. It was made up of Black unionists 
and community leaders who were fed up 
with the prevailing racist discrimination. 

At their insistence, one of the first items 
taken up by the new city council was the ra­
cist practices of the cops. The council 
voted to completely close down the notori­
ous West Oakland Lock-up, an old jail in 
the Black community, which the cops kept 
filled all the time. Four cops were fired, 
and many others quit. 

Union organizing drives moved for­
ward. One issue of the East Bay Labor 
Journal reported the organization of the 
newly founded Kaiser Hospital in Oakland 
by several unions. 

For eight years, unionists made up a 
majority of the Oakland City Council -
the mayor among them. But the indepen­
dence of the OVL as a labor political body 
was short-lived. The AFL and CIO leader­
ships gradually buried the OVL in the 
Democratic Party. It lingered as a liberal 
"people's" organization for a while and 
was then dissolved. 
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As the Militant goes to press December 
1 , a Utah judge said Gary Mark Gilmore 
should be shot December 6 at sunrise. 

Gilmore says he wants to die. As the 
story has unfolded in the media, it has 
often been made to look like one man's 
personal tragedy. 

But the state of Utah is trying to take Gil­
more's life. That makes it everybody's 
business. 

1bere are hundreds of human beings on 
death rows across the country. Up till now, 
the executioner's hand has been stayed. [In 
1972 the Supreme Court had ruled that the 
death penalty as it was enforced was un­
constitutional.] 

But Gilmore's execution could open the 
way to a bloodbath. The death penalty is 
cruel and barbaric. And, as applied in the 
United States, it is also racist to the core. 
Most victims of this bloodbath will be poor 
and Black. 

A massive public outcry is needed right 
now to stop the executions before they 
begin. Abolish the death penalty! 

THE 
MILITANT 

Published in the Interests of the Working People 

December 11, 1961 Price JOe 

December 6- While troops used guns, 
clubs, and tear gas to smash the general 
strike of the Dominican people, U.S. war­
ships, which had hovered three miles off 
the country's coast, quietly withdrew to 12 
miles from shore. The move at the height 
of the military bloodletting gave the lie to 
President [John] Kennedy's claim that the 
ships had been sent to prevent reestablish­
ment of dictatorial rule on the island. 

Despite ferocious government attacks, 
and handicapped by a spineless top leader­
ship, the general strike to topple the hated 
[President Joaquin] Balaguer regime is 
now in its ninth day. Any illusions among 
the Dominican masses that U.S. power 
would be used to help them establish de­
mocracy have been dispelled. Last Friday, 
government troops opened fire without 
warning on a procession of more than a 
thousand women in support of the strike. 
Nine women were wounded. One corres­
pondent reported that the crowd turned on 
U.S. newsmen and one person shouted: 

"Your ships are out there to defend this 
government so it can machine-gun 
women!" 
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-EDITORIALS---------

Union Carbide's crime in India 
The government of India is seeking $3 billion in dam­

ages from the Union Carbide Corporation. In December 
1984 a deadly gas escaped from the company's chemical 
pesticide plant in Bhopal, claiming the lives of more than 
2,300 people in that Indian city and injuring some 
200,000 more. Measured against Union Carbide's crim­
inal responsibility for that catastrophe, the damage claim, 
announced November 22, is modest. 

With typical capitalist arrogance, Union Carbide re­
sponded that the Indian government claim was "without 
foundation." In a court affidavit the company claimed 
that India's federal government and the government of 
the state in which Bhopal is located should take responsi­
bility for the deaths and injuries because they allegedly 
permitted people to live illegally near the plant. 

This is a hoax. 
The Bhopal plant was not built in some safely remote 

area and then surrounded by illegal squatters' shacks. 
The plant is located on the outskirts of Bhopal, a city of 
900,000. 

When deadly methyl isocyanate gas erupted, "The 
whole city became a big gas chamber," is how one social 
worker there described it. 

Some people died on the spot. Others, blinded and 
choking, tried to escape but still suffered injuries by the 
tens of thousands. Nearly two months later one doctor 
said his clinic was still treating 600 victims a day, many 
of them people initially considered to have recovered. 

Many of the injured, doctors say, will suffer premature 
death. Others will suffer blindness, sterility, and lung, 
kidney, and liver damage. 

Apparently, as its last line of defense, Union Carbide 
is now claiming that the leak was deliberately caused by 
a disgruntled employee. 

With Union Carbide's record on wages and safety con­
ditions, there were, no doubt, many disgruntled employ­
ees at the Bhopal plant. But the company has produced 
no evidence that one of them is responsible for the disas­
ter. 

Meanwhile, there is a mass of evidence pointing to the 
company's readiness to sacrifice lives for profits. 

In the Bhopal plant's department where lethal gases 

are produced, unionists there charged at the time that the 
work crew had been cut in half, resulting in a pileup of 
necessary maintenance work. 

A key piece in the safety system had broken down six 
days before the gas escaped and had not been repaired. 

A scrubber designed to keep the plant free of toxic 
chemicals was not working for a month. Meters on gas­
storage tanks were not functioning properly. 

Such disregard for safety is Union Carbide policy in all 
its plants. Safety conditions at the Bhopal plant were no 
doubt worse than those in Union Carbide plants in this 
country. But the difference is a matter of degree. 

Last April the U.S. Department of Labor announced a 
$1.4-million fine against Union Carbide for 221 health 
and safety violations at its chemical plant in Institute, 
West Virginia. 

If that's the situation here, you can imagine what the 
Union Carbide safety record is in an impoverished coun­
try such as India, where the company's economic clout is 
even greater. 

For years, workers in colonial and semicolonial coun­
tries have borne the brunt of the pesticide toll. Oxfam, 
the British relief agency, estimates that in 1982 alone, 
there were 375,000 cases of pesticide poisoning, with 
10,000 dead, in imperialist-dominated countries. 

Initially, the Indian government sought to have the 
Bhopal damage suit tried in this country. It did so be­
cause the Indian court system moves at even more of a 
snail's pace than the ones here when it comes to such 
matters. And it was estimated that monetary awards were 
likely to be smaller in India. 

But last May, a U.S. district court judge in New York 
ruled the case should be tried in India, not here. 

To hold it here, he piously asserted, would be "yet 
another example of imperialism." 

The Bhopal disaster, understandably, generated mas­
sive public outrage in India. It is to be hoped this will be 
translated into strong pressure for maximum financial 
compensation for the Union Carbide victims. 

And it would be fitting and proper if criminal action 
was initiated against key executives of the company as 
well. 

Support antiwar protests 
Continued from front page 

And emergency protests in cities, towns, and cam­
puses across the country are another step toward building 
an antiwar movement that can help end U.S. military in­
tervention. The widespread anger over how the White 
House has lied about its contra support operation will 
spur more unions, religious organizations, and communi­
ty groups to get actively involved in opposing this war. 

The secret bankrolling of the contras goes hand in hand 
with the open funding of these mercenary forces. 

Several months ago, Congress voted to renew aid to 
the mercenaries to the tune of $100 million. So far, the 
contras have received $60 million of those funds, with 
the other $40 million to be delivered in the form of 
"heavy weapons" in February. 

Congress should immediately reconvene in emergency 
session and rescind these funds - every last penny. 

Both the overt and covert funding are a challenge to the 
antiwar majority in this country. Both are part of what 
has become a new stage in this war. The Sandinistas are 
warning that right in the middle of these exposures, 
Washington is escalating its aggression. (See report from 
Managua on front page.) 

Bipartisan support for the contra aid package has given 
a boost to other recent moves that have increased direct 
U.S. involvement in this war, including: the training of 
contras at Hurlburt Field in Florida; selling new jet fight­
ers to neighboring Honduras, ending previous congres­
sional restrictions on the CIA's ability to run the contra 
army directly, building up even further the already mas­
sive U.S. military presence on Honduran soil, and de­
ployment of U.S. warships and aircraft around Nicara­
gua. 

The covert side of the war, and the cover-up of contra 
atrocities by government officials and the big-business 
media, make it more difficult to picture the scope of the 
aggression that Nicaragua has been subjected to, every 
day, nonstop, for 60 months: 

• The total number of Nicaraguans killed or wounded 
- including those in the contra ranks - now exceeds 
31,000. Nicaragua is a country of only 3 million; this 
would be the equivalent for the United States of well over 
2 million casualties. 

• More than 120,000 people have been displaced 
from their lands by the war. 

• Health services to 250,000 people have been im­
paired due to the damages affecting 55 health units. 

• The terrorists have destroyed 48 schools; 500 other 
education centers can no longer operate because they are 
located in war zones. This has prevented more than 
90,000 children and adults from attending classes. 

The decision by Congress to approve the $100 million 
means that more children will be killed by contra bombs, 
more Indians kidnapped and pressed into the service of 
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the contras, more schools and hospitals burned down, 
and more teachers and medical workers murdered. 

The Nicaraguans have dealt severe political and mili­
tary blows to the contra bands. These U.S.-govemment 
hirelings don't control any Nicaraguan soil and are hated 
by the Nicaraguan people. They are incapable of over­
throwing the Nicaraguan government. 

The contras, however, continue to inflict severe 
human and economic damage on that impoverished coun­
try and will do so as long as Washington pays and trains 
them. 

That's why big national antiwar protests in Washing­
ton, D.C., and on the West Coast in the spring are so im­
portant. 

The proposal for actions on April 24 and 25 has al­
ready won impressive support: 

• The national convention of the Mobilization for Sur­
vival voted unanimously to join with a broad range ·of 
other anti-intervention groups to help organize a "mass 
mobilization in Washington, D.C., and the West Coast 
during the weekend of April 24-25." 

• The Midwest regional conference of the Committee 
in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES), 
on the recommendation of CISPES national leaders, 
voted to make mobilizing for the April actions a major 
priority for the spring. 

• A Mid-Atlantic regional conference sponsored by 
the Nicaragua Network decided building the April ac­
tions is its central task. 

• Steven Slade, national coordinator of the Pledge of 
Resistance, sent a letter to state coordinators alerting 
them to begin preparations for maximum participation in 
the national actions. 

• National Actions for Peace, Jobs and Justice, which 
coordinated the October 25 and November 1 regional 
protests this fall, has added its voice in support of the 
April 24-25 protests. 

• Local groups and coalitions across the country have 
begun publicizing the spring actions. 

A coalition of peace, solidarity, religious, and labor 
organizations -the April Action Committee- has been 
meeting in Washington, D.C., to discuss these national 
mobilizations. What's needed now is a public call that 
clearly sets the date for the actions so that organizing can 
begin. Once building for the actions gets rolling, the 
momentum will attract many new forces, laying the basis 
for broadening participation in the coalition. 

This is the big challenge - and the big opportunity -
for all activists opposed to U.S. intervention in Nicara­
gua. We can give a loud and clear response to the stench 
of lies and provocations coming out of Washington with 
emergency actions now and national actions in April. 

Rescind aid to the contras! 
U.S. hands off Nicaragua! 

Why can't 
everyone find 
housing? 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

A few weeks ago, the city council in Alexandria, Vir­
ginia, approved a real estate developers' plan to remove 
I ,500 residents from Dominion Garden, a 416-unit apart­
ment complex in a largely Latino community. The apart­
ments are to be renovated and the rents jacked up. 

Evicted tenants will supposedly receive between $380 
and $880 in compensation, but they say this is "nickel 
and dimes." They were paying an average monthly rent 
of $460 for a two-bedroom apartment, and now many of 
them can't find anything for much less than $1,000. 

This scene is typical of what is happening in cities and 
towns across the country. It is one of the many ways that 
residents are being displaced from their homes or apart­
ments. Tenants are also being kicked out of their apart­
ments when buildings are tom down to make room for 
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new office buildings or luxury housing or are converted 
into condominiums. 

Many homeowners, victims of long layoffs, are losing 
their homes when they can't make their mortgage pay­
ments. 

Many displaced persons are able to find alternative 
housing, although often more expensive and inferior to 
what they had before. Or they double up with relatives or 
friends. But a considerable number do not find a place to 
live at all. They seek shelter in city parks, steam tunnels, 
railroad and bus stations, abandoned buildings, on the 
streets- any place they can. 

Nobody knows how many people are homeless. In 
fact, the number is disputed by statistics takers, with the 
most conservative saying 350,000, and others placing the 
figure as high as 2 million. But whatever the exact 
number, it's staggering. 

How could this situation arise in a country as wealthy 
as the United States? Why can't everyone have a place to 
live? 

It's certainly not due to insufficient materials or labor. 
This country doesn't lack lumber or cement-producing 
capacity; and a great many experienced construction 
workers are ready to build new, low-cost housing. 

Moreover, at any given time, a substantial number of 
apartments or houses are vacant. According to the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, 7.5 percent of all housing units 
were vacant year round in 1983. And this figure is a bit 
higher than it had been in the 1960s and 1970s. 

The reason why hundreds of thousands can't find a 
place to live and even more are forced to live in dwellings 
unfit for human habitation can be boiled down to one 
word: profits. It is less profitable for the weasels of the 
real estate world to build housing for low-income work­
ers. 

The return on their investment isn't as great. By con­
structing office buildings or luxury apartments, they can 
collect much more rent for each dollar invested than if 
they develop housing for low-income tenants. 

In older buildings, where the original investment has 
been or is nearly repaid and where maintenance costs are 
mounting, landlords will often allow the buildings to de­
teriorate. This is done without any regard to the health 
and safety of the tenants. Eventually they tear down the 
old firetraps and build ne'w buildings or renovate the old 
apartments. Or they sell the land to a new owner who 
develops buildings on it. In either case, this "gentrifica­
tion" leads to substantially greater rents and fatter wallets 
for the landlords. 

Tenants' checks contribute to whatever maintenance is 
done on the building where they live, as well as help pay 
for the original cost of the building. But a big hunk of it 
also goes to the landlord simply because he or she owns 
the land and can charge for its use. 

Although the form is different, most homeowners are 
also victims of parasitism. In order to buy a home, they 
have to borrow money from a bank or a loan shark at high 
interest rates. And if they fall behind in their payments, 
the bloodsuckers who are getting rich off of them fore­
close on their mortgages and take over their homes. 
That's when thousands of jobless workers and their 
families learn that homeowners' deeds don't guarantee 
unlimited occupancy. 

Rents are taking a bigger bite out of tenants' income, 
and the cost of buying a home is mounting. 

In 1970, 50 percent of tenants paid more than 20 per­
cent of their income on rent. In 1981, the same propor­
tion of renters were paying 27 percent of their income on 
rent. 

During the same period, a typical homeowner with a 
mortgage saw his or her total housing expenses grow 
from $172 to $365 - up 112 percent. 

Many of the facts described here will come as no sur­
prise to most readers. The big question is what can be 
done about the housing situation. That will be the subject 
of next week's column. 



Locked-out steelworkers discuss what to do next 
BY SANDY NELSEN 

"Stop working and go home, they've shut down the 
plant" was the word spreading through the 1 04-year-old 
Judson steel mill in Emeryville, California, one morning 
in July as the machines ground to a halt. 

made $2.5 million in profits last year, was trying to bust 
the union. 

The union hall was packed that Saturday. As we 
signed in, there was kidding around about going fishing 
and taking vacations, but the underlying mood was more 
serious as people mulled over what to do about house 

stance at the first meeting. The International representa­
tive focused on working out termination details instead of 
struggling against the company. He became reluctant to 
call union meetings, although workers were more than 
ready to do whatever was necessary to fight. 

In the middle of a shift, with no warning, and within The International froze the local's books at the begin­
ning of October, making it impossible even to pay for a 
mailing to the union membership. 

UNION TALK 
payments, rent, and jobs. . 

Union Vice-president Daniel Parks said the company 
was going to shell out severance paychecks of $500,000 
but that they shouldn't be cashed because we would then 
be ineligible to collect unemployment benefits. 

two days of the termination of United Steelworkers of 
America Local 1441's contract, the company met with 
union officials to tell them the plant was going to shut 
down. 

We were reminded that during the last contract negoti­
ations, the owners had also threatened to close the plant. 

The business agent said the Steelworkers International 
was taking the position that the company was locking us 
out. He promised a fightback. 

Meanwhile, union members are keeping an eye on 
Judson Steel. The company is continuing to operate its 
fabrication shop, organized by the Ironworkers, at the 
same location. 

Billets are being stockpiled with the obvious intention 
of operating the rolling mill. The scrap yard, melt shop, 
and casting areas are being well maintained. There is talk 
that another company is interested in buying part of Jud­
son Steel. Some union members have been contacted 
about coming back to work. Does this sound like a com­
pany going out of business? 

The shock of the news did not stop union members 
from taking immediate action. Television stations were 
called within minutes, and informal meetings near the 
plant were arranged. 

The consensus among us was that the company, which 

A month after the lockout began, we were notified that 
as of Aug. 31, 1986, we would be terminated. All life in­
surance and dental insurance payments were going to be 
suspended within 10 days, and all medical benefits would 
be cut off on November 1. 

The USW A International quickly moved away from its 
Workers are trying to figure out what to do next. One 

worker said, "I think we can keep this union together." 

-LEII"ERS-----
Up to date 

As of today, I have been on 
strike against the Harmel Co. for 
one year and three months. 

The Militant keeps me up to 
date on our struggle here in Aus­
tin, along with those who are 
fighting their own battles. I enjoy 
the letters of support w1itten in the 
letters section. 

We are getting some court hear­
ings soon about our trusteeship. 
C.M. 
St. Ansgar, Iowa 

Solidarity with Nicaragua 
On November 17 I was 

privileged to be invited to a break­
fast honoring Sergio Ramirez, 
vice-president of Nicaragua. 

The event was sponsored by the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. 

SCLC invited a wide range of 
antiwar, solidarity, and civil rights 
organizations to send representa­
tives. Approximately 100 people 
attended. A lot of organizations 
gave greetings. 

Rev. Joseph Lowery, president 
of SCLC who had just returned 
from Nicaragua, praised Vice­
president Ramirez and defended 
the right of the Nicaraguan people 
to live in peace. He reminded the 
audience that English-speaking 
Afro-Nicaraguans, people of the 
same heritage as Afro-Americans, 
live on the east coast of Nicara­
gua. He urged an end to U.S.­
sponsored aggression. 

This was a very significant 
meeting. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
shortly before his assassination in 
1968, began to link the civil rights 
movement with the movement 
against the war in Vietnam. 

That link was never fully 
realized. I believe that this meet­
ing was a continuation of that lin­
kage. The solidarity and clear 
focus presented at the breakfast 
shows the tremendous potential 
for building a broad-based antiwar 
movement. 
Robin Singer 
Atlanta Committee on Latin Amer­
ica 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Solidarity 
As a subscriber to the very in­

formative Militant l would like to 
express one of my views. 

As a person who has been on the 
picket line and who has been on 
strike against a major corporation 
in the fight for a fair and tolerable 
wage and benefits contract, I think 
the working class all over the 
world must show its solidarity and 
stick together. 

I'm a member of the United 
Auto Workers, and I'm very proud 
of my local itself and most of its 
membership. The local is Local 
1200; we are fighters and I feel we 
shall always be fighters, as we still 
understand the definition of sol-

idarity. 
I also sincerely feel that the rank 

and file has done and is doing its 
job in this hell of a fight for fair 
wages and benefits that are tolera­
ble, given today's standards and 
costs. 

However, it's costing us good 
members and a chance for mem­
bership growth as the International 
heads seem to not want solidarity 
among the members of the local. 
When a strong local takes a stand 
for the rights of its membership, 
that local receives a title and that 
title is "trouble" or even "mili­
tant." 

I would like to congratulate the 
Militant for its fact-finding in­
volvement. You are out there, and 
you tell it like it is. As long as 
there is a struggle, we all should 
be participating and supporting 
each other in striving for solidar­
ity. 
John Dodson 
Berkley, Michigan 

Please renew 
Thank you for the coverage you 

provide in the Militant. 
After I read them, I tear the ad­

dress label off and leave them in a 
laundromat or in the library at 
school. 

Please renew my subscription 
and have a dollar donation. 

Your friend, 
D.H. 
San Diego, California 

Utah elections 
In the elections for Congress in 

Utah the Socialist Workers Party 
candidates received the following 
votes: Mary Zins for U.S. Senate, 
1 ,845; Scott Breen for Congress, 
2nd C.D., 200; and David Hurst 
for Congress, 3rd C. D., 1, 109. 
Bob Hoyle 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

G M plant closings 
Forty people, including union­

ists and church leaders, picketed 
General Motors headquarters in 
Detroit November 21, protesting 
plans to close plants and throw 
30,000 workers out of work. 

Many pickets carried signs 
blasting GM's "inhuman" deci­
sion. A contingent from United 
Auto Workers (UAW) Local 15 
carried a banner calling for legisla­
tion against plant closings. Local 
15 organizes workers at GM's 
Cadillac Fleetwood plant, which is 
on GM's hit list. 

Also on the picket line were 
members of other U A W locals and 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employ­
ees, which recently went on strike 
against Detroit Mayor Coleman 
Young's union-busting. 

The picket line was organized 
by Rep. John Conyers, who pick­
eted GM earlier with Rosa Parks, 
veteran civil rights activist. At a 

November 14 meeting for Estela 
Rocha, a teacher visiting from 
Nicaragua, and at other meetings 
over the weekend, Conyers urged 
people to get involved in the fight 
against plant closings. 
Kibwe Diarra 
Detroit, Michigan 

More on Latin America 
Renew my subscription for six 

months. I particularly enjoy your 
thorough coverage of Nicaragua 
and would like to see more on 
Latin America. 
R.N. 
Seattle, Washington 

Strapped 
I am unable to subscribe for a 

longer period of time, for I am 
strapped for money (Reagan cut 
my student loan)! Please keep me 
on your mailing list, as well as any 
organization affiliated with you. 
Good luck. 
E.F. 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Scientific world outlook 
May I kindly ask you to send me 

a catalog of Pathfinder books, 
pamphlets, and cassettes, together 
with the subscription rates on your 
newspaper the Militant. 

Although my student status im­
poses severe financial constraints, 
I am ready to use the little money 
that I come across to order revolu­
tionary books and pamphlets. Im­
mediately after completion of my 
studies, I will regularly buy books 
from Pathfinder. 

Our region is a focal point of 
sharp contradictions between the 
forces of imperialism (and its 
product and regional instrument 
- apartheid) on the one hand and 
the forces of total liberation from 
the yoke of capital on the other. It 
is imperative for us to be armed 
with a scientific world outlook in 
order to prevail over the forces of 

reaction. 
A reader 
Gaborone, Botswana 

Black student 
On November 19, 43-year-old 

Murray Kennedy was stabbed to 
death by 13-year-old Keyvin Lyles 
Jones in a small town northeast of 
Atlanta. Kennedy was the princi­
pal at Bethlehem Elementary 
School. Jones is a student there. 
Kennedy is white. Jones is Black. 

The big-business media here is 
portraying Kennedy as a helpless 
victim, a fine educator, and a 
compassionate, outstanding com­
munity leader. 

Jones is portrayed as a mur­
derer. He's pictured as a troub­
lemaker, always getting into 
fights. 

The district attorney of Barrow 
County wants to charge Jones for 
murder. He also wants to try him 
as an adult. 

What were the events that led to 
Kennedy's death? 

On November 17 Jones was in­
volved in a fight at school. Ken­
nedy broke up the fight and disci­
plined Jones. In a Channel 2 tele­
vision interview, Jones' mother, 
Sherry Lyles, explained what hap­
pened: Kennedy "shoved his [her 
son's] head into a desk. He pushed 
him on the floor. And he began to 
paddle him. He paddled him on 
the front part of his legs and on his 
behind. He showed me the bruises 
on the thigh part of his leg." 

Furious about the beating, 
Sherry Lyles returned to school 
with her son two days later. They 
met with Kennedy. The discussion 
became heated. The principal 
called the police. The youth tried 
to leave. 

"When my son went to the 
door," Lyles explained, "Mr. 
Kennedy shoved my son down on 
the floor. It was pretty hard. He 
got up. His book bag was in reach­
ing distance. He just reached in his 
book bag and got something. I 

couldn't see what it was. And he 
just went into [Kennedy]." The 
"something" Jones got was a 
fingernail file. The youth's family 
said he had been paddled by the 
principal in the past. 

Members of the Civil Rights Di­
vision of the U.S. Justice Depart­
ment were quick to move into the 
situation. They visited Jones' fam­
ily in Winder, Georgia. The Jus­
tice Department officials warned 
the family to watch for "racial re­
actions" in the area. 

The Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference, a civil rights or­
ganization, has announced it will 
conduct its own investigation. 
SCLC has also set up a legal de­
fense fund for the youth. 
Maceo Dixon 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Correction 
In the article "Behind conflict 

between Sikhs and Indian govern­
ment" in the last issue, the date of 
the Punjab state government elec­
tions in which the Sikh Akali Dal 
Party became the majority was 
omitted. The election was in 1985. 

The Militant special prisoner 
fund makes it possible to send 
reduced-rate subscriptions to 
prisoners who can't pay for 
them. Where possible the fund 
also tries to fill prisoners' re­
quests for other literature. To 
help this important cause, send 
your contribution to: Militant 
Prisoner Subscription Fund, 14 
Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 
10014. 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials 
be used rather than your full 
name. 
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Calif. aircraft workers reject pact 
BY DEAN DENNO 

LONG BEACH, Calif. On 
November 23, members of United Auto 
Workers (UA W) Local 148 voted to reject 
the most recent contract offer from 
McDonnell Douglas corporation. With 
about 4,000 of 9,500 union members vot­
ing, a strike authorization vote fell slightly 
short of the required two-thirds majority. 

The negotiating committee had recom­
mended rejection of the company offer and 
asked members to authorize a strike in re­
sponse to company intransigence on im­
portant takeback demands. The major dif­
ference between this proposal and one re­
jected October 17 is that the company 
dropped the so-called Protected Employee 
Group (PEG) plan. 

PEG was a union-busting plan disguised 
under the name of job security. It provided 
for the establishment of a "job bank" of 
workers who would otherwise have been 
laid off. Such workers could be assigned to 
virtually any job in or out of the plant. 
Their assignment and pay rate could vary 
daily, and they would have no right to va­
cations, sick leave, pay progression, or 
seniority protection. Workers could even 
be sent to other companies and required to 
cross picket lines. 

The plan was withdrawn after Locall48 
and three other VA W locals representing 
workers at McDonnell Douglas plants in 
Arkansas and Oklahoma filed unfair labor 
practice charges against the company. 

After PEG was withdrawn, the bargain­
ing committees of all four McDonnell 
Douglas UA W locals continued to recom­
mend rejection of the current offer because 
it still includes takebacks on health-care 
coverage and a cross-utilization plan that 
would undermine seniority rights and lead 
to layoffs. 

Militant 
McDonnell Douglas unionists on picket line during 1983-84 strike. Company forced 
major takebacks on workers in 1984. Now facing more takeback demands in 1987 
pact proposal, workers are discussing how to fight back. 

The relatively low turnout for the meet­
ing and vote reflect uncertainty among 
workers about just how bad the contract 
still is and what course can best defend 
their interests. 

About half of the current work force was 
at the plant during the 116-day 1983-84 
strike, which was defeated. Some of these 
workers feel the strike showed that 
McDonnell Douglas cannot be successfully 
fought with another full-scale strike. This 
view is also expressed by the Local 148 
leadership, which is proposing partial or 
"rolling" strikes beginning in January. 
Under this plan, non-striking union mem­
bers would contribute toward providing 
substantial strike benefits for the workers 

who walk out. 
Many of the workers hired since the last 

strike are also unsure about what to do. 
These workers have been directly vic­
timized by the two-tier wage structure and 
other concessions forced on McDonnell 
Douglas and other aerospace workers in 
1983. 

Under the two-tier wage system, starting 
pay for new hires was reduced in many job 
classifications. The current proposal does 
not get rid of these cuts. In fact, it would 
deepen the divisions among workers by 
granting small wage increases to most 
workers already on the payroll. The in­
creases would not apply to "red circled" 
employees earning the top rate in some 
classifications, nor to the starting rates for 

TWA attendants demand reinstatement 
BY MARCIA GALLO 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - Five thousand 
flight attendants who struck Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) for 72 days last spring "are 
determined that they will return to their 
jobs," according to Vicki Frankovich, 
president of the Independent Federation of 
Flight Attendants (IFF A). 

In a recent interview with the Militant 
the union leader stated, "We have launched 
a boycott of conscience against TWA urg­
ing the public not to fly on TWA until our 
dispute is resolved." 

sion when a federal judge ruled that scabs 
and new hires had to continue to pay union 
dues. It ordered TWA to enforce dues col­
lection because the IFF A had a union-shop 
agreement. 

TWA has appealed this decision, raising 
technical objections. 

TWA recently reopened discussions 
with the IFF A after an October 25 merger 
with Ozark and as the bad-faith lawsuit 
case began. 

Icahn proposed a buyout plan, offering 
workers with 10 or more years on the job 
their own retirement money adjusted for 
age, in return for dropping the lawsuit. He 
wanted the IFFA leadership to "sell" this 
proposal to the membership. It refused, but 

has sent the proposal to the membership 
with anunofficial poll enclosed. 

When asked about the unity of the 5,000 
IFF A members who have stuck with this 
fight, Frankovich said, "They knew what 
the issues were. We've been very open 
about what the company has said, about 
every offer we've made. 

"After 40 years of struggle against the 
sex discrimination associated with this job, 
going to the courts year after year so that 
you could fly after 35 years of age and so 
you could rear children and still work, after 
you gradually increased your pay until it 
was in line with others in your industry, 
how could you accept 44 percent conces­
sions?" she asked. 

Frankovich also explained that the IFF A 
initiated a lawsuit, which is currently being 
heard in federal district court in Kansas 
City, charging TWA with bad-faith bar­
gaining during the 24 months preceding the 
strike. "Their goal was to undercut the cost 
of all the other carriers by hiring 19-year­
olds and ridding themselves of the older 
work force," she stated. 

Calif. machinists vote not to strike 
Before the strike TWA employed 6,500 

flight attendants with an average seniority 
of 14.5-15 years. Eighty-five percent were 
female with an average age of 36-37 
years. 

Some 1,200 attendants crossed the pick­
et lines during the strike and TWA hired 
2,500 more scabs to fill the other jobs. By 
imposing· massive work rule changes, in­
cluding more forced overtime, TWA is 
currently operating with 4,000 workers 
doing the jobs formerly held by 6,500. 

On May 17 the IFF A called off the strike 
to stop the company from continuing to fill 
jobs with scabs. Since then the fight has 
continued in the courts and through the 
boycott effort. 

The IFFA had agreed to accept conces­
sions equivalent to the 15 percent agreed to 
by the International Association of 
Machinists, but TWA President Carl Icahn 
demanded they take a 44 percent cut in 
wages and benefits. 

The IFFA won a favorable court deci-

BY GLOV A SCOTT 
BURBANK, Calif. - On November 9 

workers at Weber Aircraft here came with­
in 30 votes of calling a strike. Four days 
later, they voted not to strike by 70 per­
cent. 

The 706 production and clerical workers 
are members of District Lodge 727 and 
Local Lodge 1004 of the International As­
sociation of Machinists. Weber makes in­
teriors for commercial jets. 

At the November 9 meeting, workers 
joined in a "unity clap" to show solidarity, 
chanted "No way, Weber way," and wore 
buttons that read, "I don't want to strike, 
but I will." Meat-packers from Austin, 
Minnesota, spoke at the meeting about 
their militant struggle against the Hormel 
Co. Many workers wore buttons and T­
shirts to work in solidarity with the meat­
packers. 

They voted down the company contract 
proposal by an overwhelming majority. It 
included a continuation of two-tier wages, 
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a bonus of 5 percent the first year and 3 
percent each additional year instead of a 
wage increase, and an inferior cost-of-liv­
ing adjustment formula. 

Another strike-sanction vote was sched­
uled to take place four days later. 

The next day, the company cranked up 
its propaganda machine. It organized meet­
ings to convince workers not to strike, 
claiming company profits were not as high 
as reported and that the two-tier wage sys­
tem was no longer an issue. 

The union put out a leaflet outlining 
minor improvements negotiated after the 
contract rejection. No meeting was held to 
counter the company's lies. 

When the majority of the members voted 
November 13 not to strike, the union 
negotiating committee said this was the 
same as ratifying the previously rejected 
contract. 

Glova Scott is a member of the Interna­
tional Association of Machinists and works 
at Weber. 

new hires. 
Moreover, the proposal would continue 

a cost-of-living-adjustment (COLA) sys­
tem that denies full COLA coverage to 
workers hired after the first COLA adjust­
ment. 

Local 148 President Bob Berghoff has 
raised the possibility of taking a new strike 
vote after further discussion of the issues in 
the union. A campaign to strengthen the 
fight against the takebacks requires educa­
tion around the 1983 concessions, includ­
ing the two-tier system, and the importance 
for all workers of restoring the wages that 
were cut. This approach is needed through­
out the aerospace industry. When conces­
sions hit some members of a union while 
initially sparing others, solidarity is under­
mined, and all eventually suffer. 

While the need for solidarity is under­
stood by many workers, there is little dis­
cussion of how to achieve it. Local 148 
members are encouraged by the collabora­
tion between the various UA W and lAM 
locals involved in the current negotiations 
with McDonnell Douglas. It has been more 
extensive this year than in past negotia­
tions. In-plant meetings the week before 
the contract vote were also an important 
step forward. But much remains to be 
done. 

Dean Denno is a member of UAW Local 
148 and works at the Long Beach McDon­
nell Douglas plant. 

Cops assault 
USX pickets 
BY BILL KALMAN 

CLEVELAND, Ohio- A police attack 
on locked-out steelworkers at USX in Lo­
rain enabled the company to ship steel out 
of the mill November 26. 

When USX attempted to transport steel 
pipe out of Lorain in mid-September, 
members of United Steelworkers of Amer­
ica Local 1 104 mobilized to block the ship­
ment. More than 50 workers were arrested 
by the police. 

USX then went to Cuyahoga County 
Judge Frank Gorman. He issued an order 
allowing the company to ship pipe pro­
duced before the lockout began July 31. 

When USX and the union resumed talks 
in Pittsburgh, the company agreed not to 
ship steel. The company broke off talks 
November 19. 

On November 25 several hundred Lo­
rain steelworkers again mobilized to pre­
vent the shipment of pipe. They physically 
blocked railroad tracks coming out of the 
mill. 

The next day Judge Gorman ordered the 
cops to enforce his order. 

About 170 cops from five police depart­
ments converged on the scene. When more 
than 150 steelworkers refused to move out 
of the way to allow a 15-car train to leave 
the mill with a shipment of pipe, the cops 
attacked. 

Four USW A members were injured, in­
cluding Local 1104 President AI Pefia and 
District 28 Director Frank Valenta. Four­
teen workers were arrested and charged 
with rioting, which is a misdemeanor. 
Five, including Valenta and Pefia, were 
also charged with inciting to violence, a 
felony. The injured were taken directly to 
jail after their injuries were treated. 

After the police attack, USX moved the 
pipe out. 

Unionists in Lorain and elsewhere in this 
area are outraged by the attacks, and many 
have called USW A offices in Lorain to 
offer support. 

A Lorain County judge ruled December 
1 that USX may not ship steel for 30 days. 

Bill Kalman is a member of United Steel­
workers of America Local 6825. 


