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Vets' peace 
convoy 
greeted in 
Nicaragua 
BY HARVEY McARTHUR 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua- "The Veter­
ans Peace Convoy truly represents the U.S. 
people, who want peace and not war with 
Nicaragua," declared Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega July 29 . "These veterans are 
fighters for peace," he said . "Despite the 
risks, they brought humanitarian aid to 
Nicaraguan children, in a true act of sol­
idarity and fraternity ." 

Ortega spoke at the rally here where the 
participants in the convoy presented their 
donations, which are being channeled 
through private relief organizations . The 
aid, gathered in dozens of cities throughout 
the United States , consisted of 17 pickup 
trucks, a school bus, and several tons of 
food, clothing, and medicine for children . 
An additional several hundred tons of relief 
supplies collected by the veterans are being 
shipped to Nicaragua separately . 

The Veterans Peace Convoy had first 
tried to leave the United States on June 7 
but was stopped by U.S . customs officials 
at the Laredo, Texas, border crossing. The 
U.S. government claimed the veterans 
were violating the trade embargo Washing­
ton has imposed on Nicaragua since 1985. 
The embargo prohibits most trade , but the 
sending of humanitarian supplies is 
explicitly permitted. 

The veterans tried for weeks to obtain 
permission to leave the United States, 
while protests were held in both the United 
States and Mexico. Several attempts to 
cross the border into Mexico were turned 
back by U.S. police. On June 9 the cops 
maced and arrested eight veterans as they 
staged a protest in their vehicles at the 
Laredo crossing. On June 15 U.S. agents 
seized four of the convoy vehicles as they 
approached the border checkpoint. 

By mid-July, however, 44 veterans had 
managed to cross the border with some 20 
pickups and two buses . The vehicles, 
crossing individually, were not challenged 
at the border. The convoy drove through 
Mexico, Guatemala, and Honduras , and 
arrived in Nicaragua July 27 . 

As they crossed into Nicaragua, the vet­
erans were greeted by thousands of resi­
dents of the town of Somoto, who turned 
out to cheer their efforts. Reports on the 

Continued on Page 17 

Jordan's King Hussein: a 
friend of Palestinians? 
BY HARRY RING 

When Jordan's King Hussein announced 
that he was severing his government 's legal 
and administrative ties with the West Bank, 
he presented his decision as a contribution 
toward advancing the uprising of the Pales­
tinian people. 

He asserted he was acting in response to 
the wishes of the Palestine Liberation Or­
ganization. The PLO said August 2 that it 
was convening the Palestine National Coun­
cil to assess the Hussein move . The council 
is the Palestinian movement's top policy­
making body. 

In Washington, a Reagan aide said the 
White House had been given advance 
notice of the decision . Officials empha­
sized that they still looked to Hussein as a 
bargaining partner in their moves to cut an 
Arab-Israeli deal to bring an end to the Pal­
estinian uprising in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Israeli officials publicly shrugged off the 
Hussein declaration. 

In his July 31 speech, Hussein stated that 
Jordan was giving up its claim to the West 
Bank, which it annexed in 1950 and ruled 
until 1967. Israel seized the territory in 
I 967 and has held it under military rule 
since. Jordan, however, continued to be in­
volved in financial and administrative as­
pects of West Bank life. 

Jordanian currency circulates in the 
area. The Israeli military administration 
continues to use Jordanian textbooks in the 
schools. Doctors, lawyers, engineers, and 
other professionals obtain their licenses 
from Jordan. 

The Jordanian government supports 
some medical and social welfare projects. 

An estimated 24 ,000 of the West Bank's 
civil servants are paid by Jordan. These in­
clude teachers, medical workers, clerics, 

Israeli troops maul Palestinian women. Jordan's king, fearful of repercussions of 
Palestinian uprising on his subjects, cut ties with West Bank. 

and others. August 1 it was reported that 
the Jordanian regime is cutting off the 
funds for this payroll . 

Earlier, Hussein said Jordan was scrap­
ping a U.S. -backed development project 
for the West Bank. Initiated two years ago, 
it aimed at building a political machine that 
could be counterposed to the PLO. 

The cutoff of Jordanian funds will add to 
the material difficulties of the embattled 
Palestinians . Israel extracts substantial tax­
es from the West Bank but returns little by 

way of social services. 
The PLO has won some funding from 

various Arab governments but reports indi­
cate that the purse strings are being drawn 
tight . 

So far, Hussein refused to say if Jorda­
nian passports will be canceled. About 
three-quarters of a million Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Jerusalem continue to 
hold Jordanian passports to travel abroad. 
Nor is it yet known if Hussein will order 

Continued on Page 17 

Activists launch emergency appeal 
in Hector Marroquin residency fight 
BY JOHN STUDER 

NEW YORK - The Hector Marroquin 
Defense Committee has begun to circulate 
an emergency appeal on behalf of Marro­
quin to gather signatures from a wide range 
of unionists, immigrants riglrts activists, 
and supporters of political freedom . 

"In 1983 Mr. Marroquin filed for a per­
manent residence visa, or green card as it is 
called, based on his marriage to a U.S. citi­
zen, Priscilla Schenk-Marroquin ," the ap­
peal explains. "His son , Andres , is also a 
U.S. citizen. On July 6 the State Depart­
ment finally granted him an interview for a 
ruling on this application ." 

Sept. 4 defense rally set for 
Iowa frame-up victim Curtis 

At that meeting the Mexican-born so­
cialist was informed that the next step was 
to apply for a waiver from the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service. According to a 
new federal law, the waiver is necessary to 
forgive his 1977 conviction for entering the 
United States without all the necessary pa­
pers . At the time, Marroquin was fleeing 
political repression in Mexico. The State 
Department officials told Marroquin, aNa­
tional Committee member of the Socialist 
Workers Party, that if the waiver is denied, 
he can be excluded from the United States. 

(CISPES); Kathy Andrade, education di­
rector, Local 23-25, International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union; Rosario Ibarra 
de Piedra, director, Mexican Committee to 
Defend the Political Prisoners, the Perse­
cuted, the Disappeared, and the Exiled; Al­
fredo Montoya, executive director, Labor 
Council on Latin American Advancement, 
AFL-CIO; Dan Kesselbrennen, director, 
National Immigration Project of the Na­
tional Lawyers Guild; Rep . Ron Dellums 
of California; Alfredo Alvarez, chairman, 
Des Moines Human Rights Commission; 
Piri Thomas, author, Down These Mean 
Streets; Darlene Kalke, director, Center for 
Immigrants Rights; Medea Benjamin, of 
Food First and editor, Don't Be Afraid 
Gringo; Juan Laboriel, international repre­
sentative, United Food and Commercial 
Workers union; and John Studer, director 
of the Marroquin Defense Committee. 

BYKATEKAKU 
DES MOINES, Iowa- The Mark Cur­

tis Defense Committee has announced that 
it will host an international rally for the 
framed-up political activist on September4. 

The rally will be held at the Des Moines 
Convention Center three days before Curtis 
is scheduled to go on trial for felony 
charges . A July 3 rally in Des Moines in 
support of Curtis drew 250. 

Mark Curtis is a packinghouse worker at 
the Swift/Monfort plant here and a member 
of United Food and Commercial Workers 
union (UFCW) Local431 . The Des Moines 
cops arrested Curtis , beat him , and framed 
him up on rape and burglary charges on 
March 4, a few hours after he left a meeting 
to protest an immigration raid at the Swift 
plant. 

"A real mobilization is needed for the 
September 4 rally and to attend the trial," 
Curtis Defense Committee coordinator Stu 
Singer said. "This is a political case. A big 

effort to get out the facts about the frame­
up to workers, farmers, students, and polit­
ical activists around the world can have an 
impact on the outcome." 

Curtis and some supporters recently par­
ticipated in the UFCW's national conven­
tion in San Francisco, collecting 150 signa­
tures on petitions demanding that Polk 
County attorney James Smith drop the 
charges against Curtis and prosecute the 
cops who beat him. 

"I met people from all over the country 
and received a very friendly response at the 
convention," Curtis said. "Many of the 
Canadian delegates already knew about my 
case ." 

"A number of delegates said they will try 
to pass resolutions about the case when 
they get back home," he added. 

Curtis also met with various organiza­
tions and activists during his Bay Area 
stay . Puerto Rican author and poet Piri 

Continued on Page 2 

The appeal points out that "the ruling on 
this application is in the hands of the very 
government agency which has striven to 
deport him" for more than a decade be­
cause of his political views. 

The appeal concludes "We ask you to 
put aside what you are doing and to send a 
letter or a telegram today to Mr. Alan Nel­
son, commissioner of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, 425 Eye St., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20536, urging 
him to grant Mr. Marroquin the waiver he 
deserves and remove this obstacle to his re­
ceiving a green card. " 

Initial signers of the appeal include 
Angela Sanbrano, director, Committee in 
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador 

The defense committee plans to print 
thousands of copies of this appeal for use in 
an emergency campaign to press the INS to 
grant Marroquin's waiver application. This 
would put an end to the threat of exclusion 
and take him a step closer to winning per­
manent residence. 

The committee has prepared some new 
materials. A basic flyer describing the his­
tory of Marroquin's case and the need to 
campaign for a waiver is now available. A 
petition for use on the job and among politi­
cal activists has been prepared. All of these 
materials are being sent to supporters around 
the country to get the campaign going. 

Messages are beginning to descend on 
Continued on Page 2 



8 Puerto Rico Nat'l Guardsmen win victory 
BY RON RICHARDS 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico- A major 
victory for soldiers' rights was won here 
when the Puerto Rican National Guard 
agreed in court not to send eight guardsmen 
to Panama against their will. The eight had 
contracted a rare tropical disease when they 
trained in Panama in 1984. The central 
issue of the court case was the right of 
members of the U.S. military to refuse or­
ders that are unsafe . 

The National Guard, consisting of part­
time soldiers, is organized in the 50 states 
and in U.S. colonies such as Puerto Rico. 
The military obligation of members of the 
guard is one weekend per· month and two 
weeks in the summer. In the case of a 
major war the guard would also be 
mobilized and become a part of the U.S. 
army. Most members of the guard have 

Des Moines prosecutor 
claims Curtis defense 
effort has no impact 

The August 3 Des Moines Register ran 
an article headlined, "Prosecutor criticizes 
Curtis 'propaganda.'" 

Featuring pictures of political activist 
Mark Curtis and Polk County Attorney 
James Smith, the article quotes Smith as 
saying the campaign in support of Curtis is 
having no impact on him. 

full-time jobs. The Puerto Ricans involved 
in this case include three factory workers 
and two maintenance workers at housing 
projects. 

Bitten by sandflys 
In 1984 they were part of a group of 

Puerto Ricans who trained at Fort Sherman 
in the Canal Zone in Panama. They were 
bitten by sandflys that were infected with 
cutaneous leishmaniasis (a disease caused 
by protozoans). After they returned to 
Puerto Rico, about 20 men developed open 
sores on various parts of their bodies. 

Today these workers-in-uniform are bit­
ter about the treatment they have received 
from the Pentagon. They have suffered 
physically, emotionally, and economically 
both from the disease and from the way 
that the government handled their case. 

It took military doctors several months 
to correctly identify the disease. In the 
meantime one man was shunned by his 
neighbors because they thought that he had 
leprosy. Another soldier had marital prob­
lems because his wife thought that it was a 
venereal disease. 

Eventually the men received treatment 
for 43 days at Walter Reed Army Hospital 
in Washington, D.C., during the winter of 
1984-85. But their problems were not 
over. The Pentagon was reluctant to admit 
that the disease was military-related . The 
men received no pay until several months 

after they had left the hospital. They had no 
winter clothing, and the hospital staff had 
to find them winter jackets. When it came 
time to return to Puerto Rico, the staff had 
to drive them to the airport because none of 
them had the $7 for bus fare. 

While at Walter Reed the soldiers volun­
teered to become part of a research project 
to determine the correct dosage of med­
icine to use against this disease. 

After the suffering they had been 
through the men were determined never to 
go back to Panama where they could be 
reinfected. They fought back on a number 
of fronts, including the National Guard's 
administrative channels, the Puerto Rican 
legislature, and the federal courts . 

In 1985 the Labor and Veteran's Affairs 
Committee of the Puerto Rican House of 
Representatives held hearings on the case. 
The two legislators who were the strongest 
supporters of the soldiers were Carlos Luis 
Torres of the procolonial Popular Demo­
cratic Party and David Noriega of the 
Puerto Rican Independence Party. The 
House issued a report that called for clos­
ing sections of Fort Sherman and said that 
the infected guardsman should never again 
be sent to Panama. 

$1 million lawsuit 
The soldiers filed a $1 million lawsuit 

against the National Guard that is still 

pending . In court they have been rep­
resented by Charles Maestre and Judith 
Berkan of the Puerto Rican Institute for 
Civil Rights. 

Earlier this year the soldiers received or­
ders to go to Panama with their units on 
July 9. Failure to follow the order would 
subject the men to dishonorable discharge 
and loss of benefits. The eight were ready 
to accept this rather than return to Panama. 
Their lawyers went to court and received a 
temporary court order barring the National 
Guard from ordering the men to Panama. 

The temporary order was good for only 
10 days . On July 8, the day before the Na­
tional Guard left for Central America, the 
soldiers were still in court trying to get a 
permanent court order. That evening the 
Puerto Rican National Guard gave in and 
agreed not to send them to Panama. This 
settlement does not affect the $1 million in 
damages sought by the guardsmen. 

"This settlement is exceptional but not 
unique," said Maestre in a telephone inter­
view with the Militant. He explained that 
on three occasions during the Vietnam War 
one Supreme Court justice had issued simi­
lar temporary orders. 

There has never been a permanent in­
junction against the military covering ques­
tions of troop deployment. Indeed the mil­
itary does not recognize the right of the 
courts to issue such an order. 

At the same time, the prosecutor is 
forced to acknowledge that he and the Des 
Moines cops continue to receive letters 
"from people in the United States and over­
seas" demanding that the charges against 
Curtis be dropped. 

Sept. 4 defense rally set for Curtis 
Smith said the letters indicate "a blind 

faith" in Curtis "without asking questions," 
and he accuses Curtis' supporters of believ­
ing "the allegation of police brutality," and 
excusing "the crime he [Curtis] has been 
accused of." 

The prosecutor claims "both sides of the 
story" will come out when the case comes 
to court in September. 

Curtis has explained since the beginning 
that his case is political and that he did not 
attempt to rape anyone. The article notes 
that Curtis' defense committee has raised 
"$49,000 for legal costs, held a rally in 
support of Curtis, and prompted a steady 
stream of letters from various organiza­
tions and hundreds of people, including 
three U.S. Congressmen." 

In an attempt to injure Curtis , Keith 
Morris kicked in the windows of the 
bookstore where the defense committee of­
fice is located on July 15, causing $2,000 
damage. He is the father of Demetria Mor­
ris, the young woman Curtis is accused of 
trying to rape . 

Curtis was able to get out of the 
bookstore through another exit . 

As of August 3, prosecutor Smith was 
still refusing to file charges against Keith 
Morris. 

Continued from front page 
Thomas became a new endorser of his 
case. 

Sixty people attended a defense commit­
tee rally in San Francisco. Also speaking 
was Hector Marroquin - a Mexican-born 
socialist fighting to win permanent residen­
cy in the United States. Messages were 
read at the rally from Minn Chung from 
Young Koreans United; Jerry Nelson, 
president of International Association of 
Machinists Local Lodge 178; and Bill 
Luemer, president of lAM Local Lodge 
565. More than $1 , 600 was raised for Cur­
tis' legal expenses . 

Curtis and Marroquin will also be par­
ticipating in the conventions of the United 
Steelworkers of America in Las Vegas and 
the American Postal Workers union in 
Chicago. 

An article describing Curtis' case ap­
peared in the July 20 issue of the Icelandic 
daily Thj6dviljinn. It said, "A decision [in 
the case] will be made in September. It's 
urgent to drown the Chief of Police in Des 
Moines with letters from all over the 
world, including from Iceland." Police 
Chief Moulder's address was included at 
the end of the article. 

American Indian activist Eddie Hatcher 
has written Moulder demanding that the 

charges against Curtis be dropped. Hatcher 
also faces trial in September. Earlier this 
year he and another Tuscarora Indian 
briefly took over a newspaper office in 
Robeson County, North Carolina, to pro­
test racism and government corruption 
there. 

Anna Lucia Gelabert, member of Pris­
oners United For Revolutionary Education 
(PURE), has also written to Curtis offering 
him support in his fight against the frame-

up. She keeps track of political prisoners in 
the United States. 

The convention of the National Lawyers 
Guild in June adopted a resolution in sup­
port of Curtis. 

Robert Crandall, pastor of the Fort Des 
Moines United Methodist Church, recently 
wrote prosecutor James Smith expressing 
concern about the Curtis case and calling 
for an independent investigation into the 
Des Moines police department. 

New Marroquin appeal launched 
Continued from front page 
INS headquarters in Washington. The de­
fense committee office has received copies 
of 31 letters sent in by Montreal supporters 
of Marroquin's right to a green card. A 
number of new supporters were won by 
Marroquin and supporters who attended 
the national convention of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers union in San 
Francisco July 25-29. , 

Marroquin will also be at the national 
conventions of the Steelworkers, the Postal 
Workers and the Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers over the next three weeks. He will 
then begin a national speaking tour. 

Marroquin and some of his supporters 

attended a social event July 23 in solidarity 
with the Nicaraguan revolution held at the 
hall of Local 1199 of the Hospital and 
Health Care Employees union in New 
York. They collected two dozen signatures 
on the petition demanding a waiver, in­
cluding from Magali Crespin of CISPES, 
who helped to gather the signatures, and 
Augustin Lao of the Latino Immigration 
Network. 

Copies of all messages sent to the INS, 
as well as contributions to help with the 
campaign, should be mailed to the Marro­
quin Defense Committee, Box 761, 
Church Street Station, New York, N.Y. 
10007. 
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New Pathfinder book 
presents legacy of 
Thomas Sankara 
Speeches on Burkina Faso revolution 
BY MARGARET JAYKO 

NEW YORK- "This book's purpose is 
to make Sankara's political legacy avail­
able in English for the first time; his ideas 
can now be read and studied. It is a con­
tribution to all those in Africa and around 
the world who, inspired by Sankara's ex­
ample, need to know the revolutionary 
course he fought and died for." 

These words are from the preface to 
Thomas Sankara Speaks: The Burkina 
Faso Revolution 1983-87, published by 
Pathfinder. The book rolled off the press 
on August l. 

finder book or pamphlet. Two of the work­
ers involved in producing it explained 
what's new about this book cover. The 
book was printed at Photo Comp Press, a 
print shop that shares a building with Path­
finder on the west side of lower Manhattan. 

"This is the first time that we've repro­
duced a photo in full color on the front 
cover of a Pathfinder book," said Kathy 
Wheeler, one of the press operators who 
printed the cover. In what is called four­
color processing, red, black, yellow, and 
blue inks are used to create every color and 
shade necessary to reproduce an exact rep­
lica of a photo, she explained. Burkina Faso is a country in West Af­

rica. As a result of modem imperialist 
domination imposed upon precapitalist 
forms of exploitation, it is one of the 
poorest countries on earth. On Aug . 4, 
1983, Thomas Sankara became president 
as a result of protest actions by soldiers and 
youth. The country was still called Upper 
Volta at the time . 

Doing such a job is much more demand­
ing on the press and the operator than sim­
ply printing a couple of solid blocks of 
color, said Wheeler. The cover has to be 
passed through the press several times and 
great care has to be taken so that the final 
product looks like the photo that is being 
reproduced. It is also more expensive. 

Portrait of Sankara on Pathfinder mural in New York 

The government led by Sankara began to 
lead a deep-going democratic and anti-im­
perialist revolution, one that inspired mil­
lions of African youth and other revolu­
tionary-minded forces that paid attention to 
what was happening in Burkina. 

"The tasks posed by Burkina Faso's 
backward class structure made the charac­
ter of its revolution different from many 
other democratic, anti-imperialist revolu­
tions," explains Doug Cooper in the book's 
preface. "At the same time, it faced a fun­
damental challenge common to all revolu­
tions today: drawing the working people 
into political activity in their own interests. 
Sankara sought to lead the Burkinabe 
masses toward becoming the initiators of 
social and political change, not the objects 
of a government bureaucracy and officer 
caste alien to their lives and concerns. De­
spite the difficulties, real progress was 
made." 

On Oct. 15, 1987, Sankara was assassi­
nated in a counterrevolutionary military 
coup by troops loyal to Capt. Blaise Com­
paore. Twelve of Sankara's aides were also 
murdered. The revolutionary government 
was destroyed . 

In October 1983, in the face of threats 
against the Burkina revolution, Sankara 
predicted, "If you kill Sankara, tomorrow 
there will be 20 more Sankaras." Pathfind­
er's editors hope that this book will help 
make that prediction come true. 

Step forward for Pathfinder 
Thomas Sankara Speaks is the only col­

lection in the world of his works . It in­
cludes 25 speeches and interviews with 
Sankara. All but one have been newly 
translated by Samantha Anderson, the 
book's editor. There are 32 pages of 
photos, and an extensive chronology. 

On the cover of the collection is a sharp 
color photo of Thomas Sankara. It is quite 
different than the cover of any other Path-

New from Pathfinder 

Thotnas 
Sankara 

Speaks 
The Burkina Faso 
Revolution, 1983-87 
272 pp., plus 32 pp . of photos. $9.95. 
Please include 75¢ for postage. Order 
from: Pathfinder, 410 West St., New 
York, N .Y. 10014 • 47 The Cut, Lon­
don, SE1 8LL, England • P.O. Box 153, 
Glebe, Sydney, NSW 2037, Australia • 
410 Adelaide St. W., Suite 400, Toronto, 
Ont. MSV 1S8, Canada . 

"This is another step toward making 
Pathfinder books among the highest quality 
on the market," said Brian Williams, who 
works in the strip-up department where the 
design for the book was put on film, made 
into plates, and prepared to be put on the 
press. 

Both Wheeler and Williams are readers 
and distributors of the revolutionary litera­
ture Pathfinder publishes. While every new 
book cover from Pathfinder might not use 
this four-color process, what Wheeler, 
Williams, and their coworkers have 
learned in the process of producing the 
cover of Thomas Sankara Speaks will help 
increase the quality of all Pathfinder prod­
ucts . 

Pathfinder Mural Project 
As one of the authors published by Path­

finder, Sankara's portrait appears on the 
six-story mural that's being painted on the 

side of the Pathfinder Building. It was 
painted by Lynne Pelletier, a member of a 
Canadian artists' collective called Artifact . 
Members of Artifact were among the doz­
ens of artists from around the world who 
are participating in the mural project. 

In the portrait, Sankara is wearing his 
red beret with a yellow star and military 
uniform. He is painted against a flag of 
Burkina Faso. Behind his head are painted 
colorful impressions of batik fabric im­
printed with the design that was the symbol 
of the Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution. These were formed under San­
kara's regime to mobilize the population to 
solve the enormous economic and social 
problems they faced. 

Sankara is on one of the sheets of paper 
coming off the huge printing press run by 
two press operators, which is the center­
piece of the mural. The sheets of paper 
bear portraits of revolutionary leaders 

N. Carolina Indian activists 
win postponement of trial 

BY YVONNE HAYES 
FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. - A victory 

was scored in federal court here August 1 
with the postponement of the trial of Eddie 
Hatcher and Timothy Jacobs until late Sep­
tember. The two Tuscarora Indians are 
charged with "hostage taking" for trying to 
expose racism and government corruption 
in Robeson County , North Carolina . The 
charges stem from an incident in February 
when the two Indians took over a news­
paper office in the county. 

The U.S . attorney argued the trial should 
begin immediately, even though Hatcher 
and Jacob's chief attorney William 
Kuntsler is in New York defending another 

Thomas 
Sankara 
Speaks 

client. The prosecutor argued that the de­
fendants' constitutional right to the attor­
ney of their choice has to be balanced 
against "society's right to a speedy trial, to 
heal the wounds to the public caused by 
this crime." 

The judge agreed that the public has an 
interest in the "prompt administration of 
justice." He demanded guarantees that the 
lawyers will be available by September 19 
and threatened to deny one of Kuntsler 's 
assistants the right to practice law in this 
district for not having replaced Kuntsler in 
court. 

When asked after the hearing how he 
would weigh the rights of the defendants 
against the "rights of society ," Hatcher 
stated, "Society isn't facing life in prison 
except to the extent that the public is bound 
by government oppression . 

"Continuances of much longer than this 
are regularly granted," he said. 'The 
Klansmen from Greensboro charged with 
killing five anti-Klan demonstrators in 
1979 were allowed over a year to prepare 
their defense ." Asked about their plans for 
the next two months, Jacobs said that he 
would be speaking out about "who I am, 
what I'm all about." Jacobs, 20, is an ac­
tivist in the struggle for Native American 
rights . 

''I'm not afraid to go to trial," he ex­
plained, "because I feel good about what 
will be shown as to the necessity of what 
we did. We tried other ways- petitions , 
marches, candlelight vigils . But we're 
talking about politicians who don't want to 
listen to Indian people, everyday people. 

"I feel what we did," Jacobs said, "has 
led to more people standing up, starting to 
vote , and having a positive attitude that 
they can change things ." 

whose writings and speeches are published 
by Pathfinder. Completed so far are San­
kara, Carlos Fonseca, Augusto Cesar San­
dina, Maurice Bishop, and Mother Jones. 
The portrait of Nelson Mandela is still in 
progress. 

The others who will be added over the 
course of the next couple of months are: 
Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Eugene 
Debs, Rosa Luxemburg, Farabundo Marti, 
a group portrait of V.I. Lenin and other 
central leaders of the Communist Interna­
tional in its early days, James P. Cannon, 
Farrell Dobbs, Che Guevara, Malcolm X, 
and Fidel Castro. 

Around the press are scenes depicting 
struggling workers and farmers of the 
world, including some smaller portraits of 
individual working-class leaders and vic­
tims of repression . 

Mural celebration 
Militant staff writer Sam Manuel will be 

giving a class on Thomas Sankara Speaks 
at an international educational and active 
workers conference sponsored by the So­
cialist Workers Party in Oberlin, Ohio, Au­
gust 6-11 . Manuel went to Burkina Faso 
on a reporting trip for the Militant in Oc­
tober 1987, and left the country just 16 
hours before the coup that overthrew San­
kara. 

Manuel has just become the new director 
of the Pathfinder Mural Project. Previous 
project director Mike Alewitz, who de­
signed the mural, will be painting full time 
on the wall. 

After the conference, Manuel intends to 
begin painting Patrice Lumumba, leader of 
the struggle in the Congo against Belgian 
colonial rule. Lumumba was assassinated 
in 1961 at the behest of the Belgian colo­
nialists. 

The Sunday evening of the conference 
will be devoted to a celebration of the Path­
finder Mural Project. Manuel will narrate a 
slide show telling the history of Pathfinder 
and the story of the mural . He will describe 
the broad support it has received from art­
ists and revolutionaries around the country 
and the world, and the political campaign 
to defend it against harassment by city offi­
cials. Several international artists and sup­
porters will also participate in the evening . 

No issue 
next week 
The Militant will not appear 
next week so that our staff can 
participate in the Interna­
tional Educational and Active 
Workers Conference and So­
cialist Workers Party national 
convention to be held in 
Oberlin, Ohio. 

We will resume publication 
with the issue dated August 26. 
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34,060 sign to put 
Warren, Mickells on 
New York ballot 
BY SUSAN LaMONT 

NEW YORK- The Socialist Workers 
Party campaign offices in New York, lo­
cated at 79 Leonard Street in lower Man­
hattan, have been bustling since mid-July. 
That's when the petition drive to gather 
35,000 signatures to put the SWP presiden­
tial ticket of James Warren and Kathleen 
Mickells on the ballot got under way. 

If you drop in at the campaign headquar­
ters at around 5:30 p.m. , it might even 
seem a little chaotic . 

Members of the full-time petitioning 
team are returning -checking in petition­
ing boards, unpacking boxes of socialist 
literature, swapping stories about the day's 
experiences, and getting a cold drink after 
a day outside in New York's sweltering 
summer heat. 

A team of volunteer cooks is putting the 
finishing touches on the dinner that is 
served each night for the team members 
and others who come down after work to 
go petitioning or help out on other cam­
paign tasks . 

At one end of the large meeting room 
where most of the activity takes place, a 
crew of volunteer painters is at work on the 
large banners being prepared for the five­
day international socialist educational and 
active workers conference that starts Au­
gust 6 in Oberlin, Ohio. 

The Pathfinder Bookstore - which is 
what you step into when you open the front 

door at 79 Leonard Street - is busy with 
working people and students browsing, 
talking politics, and getting introduced to 
the Socialist Workers Party and Young So­
cialist Alliance. 

Young Socialist Alliance 
The YSA is a big part of the petitioning 

effort in New York, as it has been in other 
ballot drives around the country . Many 
members of the full-time petitioning team 
are YSAers - young students and workers 
who decided to spend some time this sum­
mer helping get the SWP ticket on the bal­
lot in 18 states and the District of Colum­
bia. Some are on summer break from high 
school or college; others are laid off; a few 
are en route to a new city, and can be full­
time socialist campaigners before moving. 

Four young volunteers who helped cam­
paign in South Dakota, where petitioning 
for the SWP candidates was recently com­
pleted, decided they wanted to keep going . 
So they came to New York to join the big 
drive here. Groups of SWP campaign sup­
porters from Newark, New Jersey; Phil­
adelphia; and Washington, D.C. , have also 
come to New York to help out. Three tex­
tile workers from Greensboro, North 
Carolina, decided to use their plant shut­
down to drive up and pitch in . 

In addition to the full-time team, which 
has ranged in size from eight to 20, dozens 
of other campaign supporters in New York 

Where Socialist Workers 1988 
national ballot drive stands 

This year, supporters of the Socialist 
Workers Party election campaign are 
working to get the SWP presidential ticket 
on the ballot in 18 states and the District of 
Columbia. The SWP candidates are James 
Warren for U.S . president and Kathleen 
Mickells for vice-president. This is where 
the ballot drives stand: 

• The SWP ticket is certified on the bal­
lot in Utah, New Jersey, Washington State, 
and South Dakota. 

• Petition drives have been completed 
in Ohio, Nebraska, Alabama, Minnesota, 
Iowa, and Washington, D.C. 

• Petitioning is completed in New 
York. Some 34,060 signatures have been 
gathered; the requirement is 20,000. Ex­
tensive paperwork to process the signatures 
is under way, and will be completed before 
the August 23 filing deadline. 

• Petitioning is currently going on in 
Rhode Island, where 1,000 signatures are 
required. 

• Campaign supporters in New Mexico 
held a nominating convention August 1 to 
qualify the SWP ticket for the November 
ballot. 

• In Michigan, supporters of the SWP 
have taken legal action jointly with the 
Citizens Party, Workers W or1d Party, and 
the Socialist Party to win places on the 
November ballot. 

• In Wisconsin, the SWP candidate for 
U.S. Senate, Pat Grogan, was certified on 
the ballot after supporters collected 2,450 
signatures on nominating petitions. There­
quirement was 2,000. 

• Efforts to get the Warren-Mickells 
ticket on the ballot in Tennessee, Vermont, 
Wisconsin, North Dakota, and Louisiana 
will begin later in August. 

Socialist Workers 1988 Campaign 
Campaign volunteers 

needed! 
0 I endorse Warren-Mickells cam­

paign 
0 Send me candidates' biographies. 

English __ Spanish __ . 
0 Here is $4 for a subscription to the Militant. 
0 Here is $3 for a subscription to Perspectiva Mundial. 
0 Send me Action Program to Confront the Coming Eco­

nomic Crisis. $1 each; 10 and up, 50( each. Specify En-
glish or Spanish. Enclosed is $ __ • 

0 Send me campaign button (pictured above). $1 each; 10 or 
more, 75( each. Enclosed is $. __ _ 

0 Enclosed is my $ contribution to the campaign. 
0 I want to join the Young Socialist Alliance. 

Clip and mail to Socialist Workers 1988 National Campaign, 
79 Leonard Street. New York, N.Y. 10013. Tel. (212) 941-1174. 
Name ______________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________ _ 

City---------- State _____ Zip _____ _ 

Phone Union/school/organization -----------------­

Paid for by the 1988 Socialist Workers National Campaign Committee 

The Militant August• 12, t988 

Militant/Katherine Reynolds 
SWP campaign supporters sold 2,041 copies of Action Program, 214 subscriptions to 
Militant, Perspectiva Mundial during New York petitioning effort. 

are also involved in the effort. They come 
down after or before work to petition for 
several hours on weekdays, and all day 
Saturdays. Campaign supporters who are 
members of unions have also been petition­
ing on the job. 

Action Program 
Since the drive started July 13, cam­

paign teams have petitioned in working­
class neighborhoods throughout New York 
City . Some have traveled to Long Island 
and Westchester County. Others have gone 
to upstate New York, where campaign sup­
porters from Albany helped petition in sev­
eral towns where some of the areas' numer­
ous paper mills are located, such as Corinth 
and Glens Falls . 

Petitioners have gotten a good response 
on New York City campuses, and in the 
garment district in Manhattan where hun­
dreds of thousands of workers - many of 
them immigrants- are employed . 

Teams of campaigners gathered signa­
tures at the Central Park concert to cele­
brate Nelson Mandela's 70th birthday; at a 
day long street fair organized by Dominican 
political activists in Manhattan; and at a 
protest by Communications Workers of 
America members at City Hall . 

During the course of the drive, SWP 
petitioners have spoken with tens of 
thousands of working people and students. 
At the center of these discussions are the 
ideas in the "Action Program to Confront 
the Coming Economic Crisis," presented 
by the Socialist Workers Party National 
Committee. 

The Action Program is printed in a $1 
Pathfinder pamphlet. During the New 
York petition drive, 2,041 have been sold, 
along with 214 subscriptions to the Militant 
and Perspectiva Mundial, and single 
copies of New International . In addition, 
several thousand dollars of Pathfinder liter­
ature has been sold from the tables that 
petitioners take out every day. 

Sarah Ryan, a young campaign sup­
porter from New Orleans, described there­
sponse she has found. "The Action Pro­
gram is pretty easy to sell," she said . "Most 
people agree there's going to be a depres­
sion . They haven't heard the ideas we're 
presenting from anyone else, but it's what 
they think themselves." 

Campaigners have also met young peo­
ple interested in joining the Young Social­
ist Alliance and becoming active in the 
campaign. Since the drive began, five 
young people have become new members 
of the YSA, and three others have joined 
the SWP. 

Educational events 
A series of political events and classes 

have been organized at the campaign head­
quarters throughout the drive, including 
public meetings featuring James Warren, 
Kathleen Mickells, and YSA National Sec­
retary Rena Cacoullos . 

Classes for full-time team members and 
others were held on the Action Program 
and the Communist Manifesto . Militant 

staff writer Harry Ring gave a talk one 
evening on the history of the SWP. And 
Don Rojas, a leader of the Anti-Imperialist 
Organizations of Central America and the 
Caribbean, spent an evening discussing the 
current situation in the Caribbean with 
team members. On another evening, Eva 
Cockcroft - a contributor to the Pathfind­
er mural - gave a talk on "Public Art and 
the Mural Movement." 

Paperwork 
With the signature-gathering completed, 

the task of socialist campaigners in New 
York now turns to "paperwork." This is the 
immense task of processing the petitions in 
order to ready them for filing by the dead­
line, August 23. "This is as big a job as get­
ting the signatures themselves," says Greg 
McCartan, New York SWP petitioning 
coordinator. 

In addition, this enormous effort is cost­
ing thousands of dollars, so fund-raising 
has had to be an important part of the peti­
tion drive throughout. 

Volunteers and contributions are 
needed. If you would like to help, contact 
the New York Socialist Workers 1988 
Campaign, 79 Leonard St., New York, 
N.Y. 10013 . Telephone (212) 219-3679. 

Less than one-third 
of jobless receive 
unemployment benefits 

Fewer than 32 percent of jobless workers 
- 2. 3 million of 7.4 million out of work, 
according to the Department of Labor -
are now receiving unemployment benefits. 
This is the lowest level since the un­
employment insurance system was created 
in 1935. 

Two reasons for the decline are given by 
government officials and economists. The 
first is a drop in the amount held in trust 
funds by the 50 states, out of which un­
employment benefits are paid . This has led 
to state governments instituting increas­
ingly stiff eligibility requirements . These 
in tum make it harder and harder for work­
ers to qualify for benefits . 

States are requiring workers to have 
worked longer and earned more in order to 
qualify. This makes it very difficult for 
part-time workers to get unemployment 
compensation. In Virginia, for example, a 
person working 20 hours a week, at $5 an 
hour, would not get unemployment if he or 
she were laid off. 

If a worker resigns from a job, it is now 
almost impossible to get unemployment. 
Until the early 1980s, such a worker could 
qualify if they remained out of work 10 
weeks or more . 

Unemployment compensation averages 
one-third of a worker's most recent pay . 
Workers must pay taxes on this income the 
same way as they would on regular in­
come. 

Benefits are limited to 26 weeks, with no 
extensions, in every state except Alaska. 



Anti-Nicaragua effort set back 
Costa Rica, Guatemala refuse to sign U.S. communique 
BY MARGARET JAYKO 

U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
was unsuccessful in persuading the govern­
ments of Costa Rica and Guatemala to sign 
their names to a communique that would 
condemn Nicaragua as the source of war in 
Central America and endorse Washing­
ton's backing for the contra mercenaries. 

The statement issued at the end of the 
August l meeting between Shultz and the 

foreign ministers of Costa Rica, El Sal­
vador, Guatemala, and Honduras was far 
more vague than the White House had 
hoped, and didn't mention Nicaragua by 
name. The conference was held in Guate­
mala City. 

Arias and Cerezo are strident ·opponents of 
the Nicaraguan government. The failure of 
the U.S. -organized contra aggression 
against Nicaragua, and the growing inter­
national resistance to any attempts to reig­
nite the war, have made these governments 
wary. They don't want to be seen as simply 
Latin American cover for White House at­
tempts to keep the contras alive. 

The Honduran delegation to the meeting 

with Shultz issued a condemnation of the 
governments of Guatemala and Costa 
Rica. "Honduras finds it strange that the 
Costa Rican and Guatemalan delegations 
are ignoring the region's security prob­
lems," it said. 

The regimes in Honduras and El Sal­
vador, both of which receive hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually in U.S. mili­
tary aid, backed Shultz's proposed com­
munique. 

Costa Rican and Guatemalan officials 
indicated that they feared economic and 
political reprisals by Washington for their 
refusal to go along with Shultz. 

Cerezo's Christian Democratic Party 
published a statement on August I warning 
of "growing pressures exercised in recent 
days by representatives of the United States 
Government on the highest authorities of 
our Government." It said the pressures in­
cluded "veiled threats of economic repri­
sals aimed at forcing our country to join a 
common front to isolate and condemn Nic­
aragua." 

Costa Rica, too, has been subjected to a 
suspension of aid and other restrictions as a 
result of its refusal to line up totally behind 
Washington. 

Meanwhile, Republican and Democratic 
leaders of both the House and Senate con­
tinue to try to come up with an aid package 
for the contras that Congress will ratify. 

Sen. Robert Dole (R.-Kan .) is proposing 
a $47 million deal, including $27 million in 
"nonlethal" aid, and $20 million for wea­
pons and ammunition, which would be 
held in escrow at least until September 1. It 
could only be released if both houses of 
Congress approve. The White House backs 
Dole's proposal. 

The contras are currently receiving 
money as part of an aid package adopted in 
March, which runs out at the end of Au­
gust. 

Guatemala's president, Vinicio Cerezo 

Some 20 key Senate Democrats are 
drafting their own proposal that would re­
lease $18 million in previously frozen mil­
itary aid to the contras. 

"This is a reaction to the ill-timed and 
ill-fated actions on the part of the Sandinis­
tas and to their new acts of oppression," 
said Sen. James Sasser (D.-Tenn .) . "We're 
trying to get a bipartisan majority that in­
cludes people who haven't supported this 
in the past," Sasser said. "It is intended to 
keep the contras alive until the next admin­
istration has come in and decided how it 
wants to deal with the issue." 

House Democratic leaders and some lib­
eral senators spumed the proposal, how­
ever, including Sen. Edward Kennedy (D.­
Mass.) and House Speaker James Wright 
(D.-Tex.). 

To prepare for the meeting, Shultz had 
sent his special envoy, Morris Busby, on a 
tour of the region . Busby's job was to get 
support in advance for a draft of the pro­
posed communique that included "a virtual 
declaration of war" on Nicaragua, accord­
ing to one senior U.S. official quoted in the 
July 31 New York Times . 

Kentucky Armco workers strike to defend contract_ 

"If we sign this statement, we are saying 
that our foreign policy is being set by the 
United States," commented one Guatema­
lan official. 

Julio Santos, a spokesperson for Gua­
temalan President Vinicio Cerezo, said, 
"Guatemala will not agree to any document 
that isolates or condemns Nicaragua." 

An aide to President Oscar Arias San­
chez of Costa Rica said, "Costa Rica will 
not sign anything that isolates, condemns, 
or pressures Nicaragua." In Arias' judg­
ment, he said, "a statement about progress 
toward peace in Central America has to be 
the product of a meeting of all five coun­
tries in the region, not a meeting with the 
United States." 

Arias is credited with being the author of 
the peace plan signed by the five Central 
American governments last August. Both 

BY MAGGIE McCRAW 
ASHLAND, Ky. - More than 300 

workers at Armco's coke plant here went 
on strike July 18. The plant supplies coke 
to Armco's huge steel mill nearby. 

Members of Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers union (OCA W) Local 3-523 
called the strike because the company re­
fused to let them work under the terms of 
their own contract. It wanted to impose the 
Steelworkers' contract on them. 

The coke plant used to be owned by Al­
lied Chemical. Over the years, and during 
a hard-fought strike in 1979, OCA W mem­
bers won contracts at Allied better than 
those the Steelworkers had at Armco. 

In 1981, Armco bought the coke plant. 
Management refused to recognize OCA W 
and insisted that the coke plant workers 
join the steel union as a condition of con­
tinued employment. Coke plant workers 
with 20 or 30 years of service lost their 
seniority. 

During a visit to the picket line, the 

Contras kill 2 on boat in Nicaragua 
BY LARRY SEIGLE 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua - Lucius 
Walker, director of the U.S . Interfaith 
Council of Community Organizations 
(IFCO), was wounded in the hip by gun­
fire in a contra attack August 2 . 

Two Nicaraguan civilians were killed 
and 27 wounded as contra forces fired on 
a boat on the Escondido River, in the 
eastern part of the country. The boat was 
making the trip from the Atlantic Coast 
city of Bluefields to the town of Rama. 

Walker arrived here July 26 as part of 
a fact-finding delegation . The group vis­
ited farm cooperatives and churches on 
the Atlantic Coast, where most of Nica­
ragua's Black people live. 

"One reason we are here is that we are 
against the interventionist policy of our 
government," Walker told reporters as 
he was being taken to a hospital for treat­
ment. 

"We have lived for a moment with the 
terror" of the contras, he said of the at­
tack on the boat, which continued for 
about 10 minutes. "But we know that 
the Nicaraguan people live with it every 
day ." 

Militant/Nelson Blackstock 
U.S. activist Lucius Walker was wound­
ed in contra attack. 

strikers explained their fight. For seven 
years, they have functioned as an OCAW 
local - electing officers and maintaining a 
union hall. The unionists challenged the 
company's attacks in the courts and 
through the mechanisms of the National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB). This was 
all paid for through voluntary contributions 
from the union membership. 

In June the U.S. Supreme Court upheld 
a lower court ruling ordering Armco to rec­
ognize OCA W. Armco was also ordered to 
reimburse $1 million in dues that had been 
paid to the Steelworkers and to return to the 
1979 OCAW contract. 

A year earlier the NLRB also ruled that 
Armco must pay the unionists the back 
wages they lost after having the steel con­
tract imposed on them. 

The company is claiming that the NLRB 
ruling is too harsh. They have refused to 
adhere to the court order. Although Armco 
quit deducting Steelworkers' dues and 
began negotiating with OCA W, the coke 
plant workers have not received any back 

pay or been reimbursed for back dues de­
ductions. 

"Armco must be above the law," one 
picket said. "If we ignored a court order, 
we'd be in jail." 

The pickets also explained that the cen­
tral issue in the strike is not money but re­
turning to the OCA W contract. 

That agreement contained cost-of-living 
clauses, better benefits, and stronger griev­
ance language. 

The OCA W members explain that the 
old contract should be the beginning basis 
for negotiations . Armco management is in­
stead insisting that the 11 "fringe benefits" 
be dropped before they will start negotia­
tions. 

One worker explained that the company 
is worried about the example the OCA W 
negotiations could set for negotiations with 
the 3,000 steelworkers a year from now. 
Over the past eight years, the company has 
imposed big takebacks at the steel mill . 

Armco is running the coke plant with 
supervisors, including some brought over 
from the steel mill. 

SPECIAL OFFER! 
FBI on Trial: The Victory in the 
Socialist Workers Party Suit 
Against Government Spying 
Editor: Margaret Jayko 
$8.95 list price. 

Cointelpro: The FBI's Secret 
War on Political Freedom 
by Nelson Blackstock 
$7.95 list price. 

Order now! Special offer ends August 15. 
Send $13.50 for both books, plus 75¢ 
postage and handling to Pathfinder, 
410 West St.; N.Y., N.Y. 10014. 

20°/o OFF IF YOU BUY BOTH! 
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Balance sheet of U.S. imperial policy in Caribbean 
One year after the signing of the historic Esquipulas 

Accords in Guatemala, which heralds peace for the peo­
ples of Central America, and as we draw closer to the 
twilight of the so-called Reagan era, we should examine 
the historical record and draw up a balance sheet of the 
successes and failures of U.S. imperial policy toward the 
Caribbean in the 1980s. 

It's time to take stock and review one of the most sig­
nificant periods in the contemporary history of this region 

CARIB NOTES 
Don Rojas 

and to reflect on the overall impact this aggressive policy 
has had on our peoples and nations. 

The outlines of a much tougher stance by the U.S. gov­
ernment toward the Caribbean Basin were already pres­
ent in the last year of the Carter administration, but it har­
dened considerably during the Reagan era, culminating 
in the criminal invasion of tiny Grenada in October 1983 . 

Under the combined impact of the Cuban, Nicaraguan, 
and Grenadian revolutions, U.S. imperialism's policy 
moved to the right and the Caribbean was upgraded on 
Washington's list of priorities as a "hot spot" of the 
1980s. 

Of course, the U.S. government has always considered 
the Caribbean as its private lake and its "third border" if 
only because several of the strategic trade routes of the 
United States pass through the Caribbean and the busiest 
of them pass through the Cuba-Haiti corridor. 

U.S. military and naval control of the area was ex-

tended in World War II when British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill traded his government's Caribbean 
bases in return for U.S. strategic support. The war years 
also saw the replacement of British with U.S. capital as 
the dominant economic force in the Caribbean. 

The triumph of the Cuban revolution in 1959, how­
ever, dramatically altered the balance of forces in the re­
gion and today it continues to inspire progressive and 
revolutionary forces throughout the world. 

In the 1960s and '70s U.S. capital expanded rapidly in 
the region with investments rising by the early 1980s to 
$30 billion (excluding Puerto Rico) . These investments 
yielded a 17.4 percent rate of return, which in 1982 was 
the highest of any region in the world. 

The Caribbean is a "sensitive" zone both because of 
the sea routes through which oil is imported into the 
United States and the refineries of the region , which sup­
ply 500,000 barrels a day for the U.S. market. 

Perceiving that both its security and economic interests 
were at stake in its increasingly restive "backyard" ever 
since the popular Grenadian and Nicaraguan revolutions 
came to power in 1979, U.S . imperialism embarked on a 
course of militarizing the Caribbean in the 1980s. 

Millions of dollars were poured into arming, training, 
and expanding police and military forces in every island. 
Existing U.S. bases in the region were beefed up, and 
military exercises involving thousands of air, land, and 
sea forces were increased in frequency and magnitude. 

The bottom line of all this frenzied sabre rattling was to 
send a clear and intimidating message to the people of the 
region not to step out of line and to warn the socialist 
world that it would brook no "meddling" or "adven­
turism" in its private lake. 

It is not difficult to understand, therefore, why the 
Caribbean is of such strategic and economic importance 
to Uncle Sam. To quote Reagan himself: "The Caribbean 

is a vital strategic and commercial artery for the United 
States. Make no mistake, the well-being and security of 
our neighbors are in our vital interests." 

If Reagan 's foreign policy stressed the use of the "big 
stick" in containing radical political change in the Carib­
bean, then "Reaganomics" was the carrot designed to 
complement the stick. Although its application to the re­
gion contained certain specific features , "Reaganomics" 
in the Caribbean in its broad goals corresponded exactly 
to its application in other developing regions. Its goal is 
serving U.S . capital's central needs in the 1980s, a 
period of deepening economic and political crisis for 
U.S. imperialism, whose root causes could be traced to 
the contradictions and imbalances on the global division 
of labor. 

With the main aim of the U.S . ruling class being to in­
crease the rate of expropriation and transfer of surplus 
value from the semicolonies under Washington 's control 
to the center of the empire, a more vigorous role was thus 
assigned to the transnational corporations , the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and the 
United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). This meant that the structural dependency of 
the semicolonies would be strengthened by a modifica­
tion of the role the Third World would play in the new in­
ternational division of labor emerging in the 1980s. 

For the Caribbean, this modification and restructuring 
has meant that trade, financial, and labor flows to and 
from the region became more dependent on U.S. enter­
prise and markets during the Reagan years. Banking cap­
ital , supplanted industrial capital, and new investments 
were redirected away from the extractive industries 
(bauxite and oil, for example) toward light manufacturing 
for export to the United States·and services (for example, 
tourism) - industries where there is little or no presence 
of organized labor and where rates of surplus value are 
relatively high. 

Castro: Cuba is involved in a construction revolution 
"With what will we carry forward the 

revolution, with what will we rectify, with 
what will we solve our problems? Basically 
with the pride and honor of Cubans, with 
their patriotism and awareness!" Cuban 
President Fidel Castro told a congress of 
the National Union of Construction Work­
ers in Havana. 

The July 6- 7 event was attended by 
nearly 500 delegates and more than 300 
guests. Castro gave the closing address . 

According to the July 17 issue of the En­
glish-language edition of Granma Weekly 
Review, the Cuban leader "focused on the 
notion that we must develop the country as 
a number-one task and this depends in 
large measure on the work of the construc­
tion sector." 

He stressed that the construction indus­
try is the most basic among all activities to 
develop the country, not just for economic 
development but for social development as 
well. 

Castro described some of the conditions 
that had developed in the construction in­
dustry that are beginning to be corrected. 
They included, according to the Granma 
report, "indiscriminate start of projects in 
order to give the impression that a lot was 
being done in terms of value, but they were 
never finished, in contrast to other periods 
when dams, schools , highways, and fac­
tories had been built in a relatively short 
period of time. Another mistake was the 
disappearance of minibrigades because of 
the ' inventions and theories of techno­
crats.'" 

Mini brigades 
The minibrigades, made up of volunteer 

workers, were first organized in the early 
years of the Cuban revolution, but were 
permitted to decline in the 1970s and early 
'80s. Today, they are being organized 
again to build housing, child-care centers, 
clinics, and other badly needed social 
facilities. 

Castro pointed out, according to 
Granma, that the current policy is for the 
volunteer minibrigades to handle housing 
construction and for the Ministry of Con­
struction, which has full-time construction 
workers, to concentrate on roads, dams, 
and other major projects . 

According to Granma , the Cuban leader 
said, "we are involved in a construction 
revolution." 

"Fidel said Cuba is becoming a country 
of builders," Granma reported, "and men­
tioned the case of many thousands of senior 
high , technological, and university stu­
dents who participate in construction along 
with children, housewives and retired peo-
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omen 
Construction volunteer participating in renewed minibrigade movement. Castro told 
construction workers' union that brigades' disappearance in '70s was mistake. 

pie - millions of people who make their 
contribution." 

Everything in the country is the work of 
construction workers both past and pre­
sent, and everything to be built in the fu ­
ture will be the work of construction work­
ers , Castro said. "A revolutionary people 
must be not just a people of fighters but a 
people of builders ." 

Cost accounting 
According to Granma, Castro discussed 

cost accounting. He explained that a base 
line of calculations is needed to compare the 
value of what is done with how much it 
costs, in construction and other sectors . This 
is necessary, he said , to measure efficiency. 

Castro pointed out that if this is not done 
it will appear that the more efficient work­
ers become, the less value they will pro­
duce. If what cost 15 million to produce 
before now only costs 7 million, a purely 
cost analysis would underestimate what 
had been accomplished . "If we confuse 
value with costs," he explained , "we say 
that we are producing 7 million when we 
could actually say that we are producing 15 
at the cost of 7. That is why the basis for 
calculations of the value of what we create 
with our work is very important ." 

Castro pointed to overstaffing in enter­
prises as a source of inefficiency . The 
worst crime committed by a society, and 
all are guilty, capitalist and socialist alike, 

he said, is to have millions and millions of 
people dedicated to useless activity. 

"This doesn't mean to say that office 
work is useless," Granma reported the 
Cuban leader saying, "for if a man or 
woman has control and can say how much 
things cost and how efficiently we are 
working, if he has a balance of what is 
done and the costs but also the inventory 
stored away, he will be making a very im­
portant contribution to society." 

"Fidel said," the article continued, "he 
was not opposed to office work, only to the 
madness that led to a huge mass of people 
in the superstructure. He stressed the im­
portance of having all technicians in the 
country work at their job sites. If they are 
there the same number of hours as the 
workers, there are no problems of pay." 

' What use is a leaky roof? ' 
The Granma article noted that Castro 

said he was "almost more worried about 
quality than productivity. One hundred 
well-laid bricks are better than 120 or 130 
poorly laid ones. Without quality , what are 
our buildings worth? What use is a leaky 
building or roof, he exclaimed." 

"He asserted that productivity and qual­
ity can be combined ," Granma recounted, 
"adding that construction workers will 
have to see how much existing payment 
systems undermine quality . We need a sys­
tem whereby high standards will never lose 
out. If I were asked what should be given 
priority I would say: quality first and then 
more quality." 

"Castro also mentioned ," according to 
Granma, "the mistake of using equipment 
from the socialist camp for operations for 
which they were not designed or that some­
times they are poorly designed. That is not 
a betrayal of proletarian internationalism; 
on the contrary we serve it by recognizing 
the problem. And Cubans must also avoid 
the problem when they produce equipment 
for export. He stressed that there is a lot of 
excellent socialist equipment which we 
wouldn't change for any other." 

One of the errors that had been made in 
the Cuban revolution and nearly all revolu­
tions, Castro said , was that well-being, 
wealth, and abundance were put before 
work, when only work can create these 
conditions. 

"A lot of things are done for money ," 
Granma reported Castro saying . "People 
kill for money or are guilty of any type of 
crime. But money doesn't buy everything; 
it is a means for and instrument of distribu­
tion to meet needs of the people, but it is 
not an end to itself." 



Boston event: 'Cuban 
revolution stronger 
than ever' 
BY JON HILLSON 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. -July 26, 1953, 
may have been a military failure, but it was 
"the beginning of the end of the Batista re­
gime, the beginning of the Cuban revolu­
tion ." With that assessment, Kenneth 
Jones, a member of the national executive 
committee of the Venceremos Brigade , 
opened a spirited meeting here July 26 to 
celebrate the anniversary of the revolution­
ary assault on the Moncada Barracks -the 
hated symbol of the Batista tyranny. 

Because of the importance of July 26, 
Jones told the 165 participants, "it's a good 
day to talk about Cuba and southern Af­
rica, the accomplishments of the Cuban 
revolution, to talk about rectification, to 
talk about what's going on in Cuba." 

Jones, who toured Angola last year, was 
joined as a keynote speaker at the event by 
Mary-Alice Waters, editor of the Marxist 
journal New International and a leader of 
the Socialist Workers Party . 

A torrential downpour and the delay of 
flights from New York prevented sched­
uled speaker Edward Boorstein, author of 
the Economic Transformation of Cuba, 
from participating. 

Jones' remarks focused on Cuban sup­
port for the African liberation struggle. He 
explained that the revolutionary govern­
ment's defense of Angola is rooted in 
Cuba 's conviction that there is "no neutral­
ity in the fight against apartheid, oppres­
sion, and subjugation ." 

This stance, Jones said, is Cuba's way of 
paying a debt of solidarity "to the develop­
ing world ." 

Victory at Cuito Cuanavale 
He detailed the recent historic victory of 

the united combatants of Cuba, Angola , 
and the South West Africa People's Or­
ganisation (SW APO) over South African 
and Angolan mercenary forces at Cuito 
Cuanavale earlier this year, in southern 
Angola. 

"The revolution," she said, "is going 
forward stronger than it's ever been ." 

The new advances of working people in 
Cuba, she said, are inseparable from the 
other revolutionary victories in Central 
America and the Caribbean, registered by 
the triumph of the Nicaraguan and Grena­
dian peoples in 1979. "Cuba would not be 
able to go forward alone," Waters ex­
plained , "if reaction and counterrevolution 
were on the offensive everywhere else in 
the Americas ." Just as aid from the USSR 
was decisive for Cuba' s survival, she 
noted, Cuba's existence has also been deci­
sive for the advances in Nicaragua, El Sal­
vador, and elsewhere in the Americas . 

Following the victories of 1979 and in 
face of new U.S . threats against Cuba, the 
Cuban people mobilized by the millions, 
Waters recalled. Hundreds of thousands of 
Cuban citizens volunteered to serve as 
teachers, engineers, medical personnel , or 
whatever else was needed in Nicaragua and 
Grenada. A million and a half Cubans were 
incorporated into the voluntary Territorial 
Troop Militia and national defense was 
reorganized, she noted. 

This set the stage for what the Cubans 
call the rectification process, which began 
more than two years ago. Rectification , 
Waters said, has "accurately been called a 
'revolution within the revolution .' " 

She pointed to the 54 new child-care 
centers built in Havana last year by volun­
teer work brigades as the symbol of the rec­
tification process . 

The masses of Cuban people have "re­
discovered what they are capable of 
doing ," Waters said. They are once again 
showing the world that building socialism 
is not a matter of establishing economic 
planning mechanisms, however important 
they may be. "It is first and foremost a 
political course charted by conscious, rev­
olutionary men and women, communist 
men and women." 

Through their own labor, freely given , 
Waters noted, the Cuban people are creat­
ing the resources necessary to solve prob­
lems like housing and child care. They are 
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Mary-Alice Waters, editor of Marxist journal New International and of So­
cialist Workers Party, and Kenneth Jones, national executive committee member of 
Venceremos Brigade, were keynote speakers at spirited July 26 meeting. 

"charting new ground never opened before 
in any revolution." 

Advances in face of difficulties 
Waters noted that these advances are 

being made in Cuba today despite the ex­
tremely difficult economic conditions 
created by the collapse of sugar prices on 
the world capitalist market and the foreign 
debt crisis that effects Cuba too. She con­
trasted Cuba' s ability to move forward de­
spite such obstacles to the catastrophic eco­
nomic and social crisis that is shaking the 
rest of Latin America. 

"Cuba's most eloquent speech," Waters 
said, "is its own existence. " Cuba is living 
proof that "only a socialist revolution, 
whatever the difficulties it entails , can 
open the door to a different kind of future 
for all humanity." 

During a brief fund appeal, Boston Ven­
ceremos Brigade leader Eric Johnson urged 
those attending the meeting to apply for the 
upcoming 1989 20th anniversary contin-

gent of the brigade, which will help cele­
brate the 30th anniversary of the victory of 
the Cuban revolution . The brigade or­
ganizes people from the United Sates to 
visit Cuba. 

Jones and Waters both fielded questions 
after their talks, and engaged in informal 
discussion long into the evening. 

The meeting, chaired by Puerto Rican 
activist Annette Diaz, also featured the 
music of Flor de Cafia, a popular Boston­
area group, and a social hour during which 
participants ate Cuban food and browsed 
literature tables set up by the Center for 
Cuban Studies, Central America Solidarity 
Association , NICA School, Pathfinder 
Bookstore , Red Book, and the Vence­
remos Brigade. 

The event, the first such widely attended 
one since 1985, was endorsed by those 
groups , along with the Boston Committee 
for Puerto Rican Civil Rights, Comite 
Hondurefio Francisco Morazan, Commit­
tee in Solidarity with Haiti, Socialist 
Workers Party , and Workers World Party. 

This crushing blow to Pretoria, Jones 
said, "totally changed the balance of 
forces" in the struggle to free Namibia and 
throughout southern Africa. Moreover, the 
death of white South African conscript sol­
diers in Angola has deepened discontent in 
South Africa. All of this is forcing the 
apartheid government to negotiate directly 
with Cuba and Angola to prepare for a 
withdrawal of South Africa's troops from 
Namibia, he explained. 

Sandinistas hail July 26 anniversary 
BY JUDY WHITE 

In fulfilling this "internationalist duty," 
Jones said, "Cuba showed that, as Cuban 
President Fidel Castro explained, • African 
blood runs in our veins .' " The Cuban ex­
perience in Africa, Jones said, has cultur­
ally and politically strengthened the Afri­
can roots of the Cuban people as well. 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua - The 35th 
anniversary of the July 26, 1953, attack on 
the Moncada Barracks was celebrated here 
in the headquarters of the Sandinista Work­
ers Federation. The Moncada assault was 
the first armed action of the revolution that 
was to culminate in victory for the workers 
and peasants of Cuba Jan . I, 1959. 

'Going forward stronger' 
Mary-Alice Waters concentrated on de­

velopments in Cuba over the last decade. 

Tomas Borge led the delegation of the 
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) 
to the celebration in Cuba itself. Borge is a 
member of the FSLN National Directorate 

Che Guevara's 
Socialism and Man in Cuba 

Pathfinder/Pacific and Asia has reissued 
Ernesto Che Guevara's well-known article 
on the first years of the Cuban revolution. 
This 48-page pamphlet in English or 
Spanish also includes Cuban President 
Fidel Castro's 1987 speech marking the 
20th anniversary of Che's death. 
Available for $1 .95 from Pathfinder, 410 West 
St., New York, N.Y. 10014. Specify English or 
Spanish pamphlet. Please include 75¢ for post­
age and handling. 
Or from Pathfinder/Pacific and Asia, P.O. Box 153, 
Glebe, Sydney NSW 2037, Australia • Pathfinder, 47 The 
Cut, London SE1 SLL, England • 410 Adelaide St. W., 
Suite 400, Toronto, Ont. M5V 1S8, Canada. 

and is Nicaragua's minister of the interior. 
The July 26 rally here began with re­

marks by Gustavo Bossols, charge d'af­
faires of the Cuban embassy in Nicaragua. 

Bossols said that in addition to marking the 
beginning of the armed struggle against the 
Batista dictatorship in Cuba, July 26 also "be­
came the frrst date of the new Latin American 
independence" from U.S . imperialism. 

Speaking of the spirit of solidarity that 
characterizes the relations between Cuba 
and Nicaragua, Bossols continued, "We 
are proud to have shared with you these 
nine years of Sandinista victory that were 
celebrated last July 19. Those nine years 
have been possible because on July 26, 
1953, the definitive independence of our 
country began, and because one July 19 
such a heroic people as the Nicaraguans, 
led by a firm, revolutionary vanguard -
the Sandinista National Liberation Front­
brought down the Somoza dictatorship, de­
feated the dictator' s foreign backers, and 
laid the basis for the economic and social 
development of Nicaragua." 

'More than historical importance' 
Humberto Lopez, dean of the National 

Autonomous University of Nicaragua and 
vice-president of the Nicaraguan Commit­
tee for Peace, was the other speaker. Lopez 
said the assault on the Moncada Barracks 
has more than historical importance. "We 
Nicaraguans must realize this and take up 
this example from history of how the revo­
lutionary movement of a people is not 
necessarily framed in chapters of books or 
in Bibles. Rather it is framed in the very 
development of the events , needs , and 
movements that arise among the people 
themselves . 

"This movement of Moncada, this 
heroic end of Moncada, gave rise to the 
triumphant and heroic socialist revolution 
that is an example for the world today . And 
the answer was not a socialist one. As Fidel 
said, that movement was never a socialist 
one. But it was the most advanced revolu­
tionary movement that could exist at that 
time. It was the movement that brought to­
gether all the thinking of the time to place it 
at the head of the authentic demands of the 
Cuban people. 

"That makes us Nicaraguans feel the 
closeness of the Cuban revolution, makes it 
ring so true historically, as we here -
without our books open, facing the reality 
of our people' s history- go about making 
social transformations , heading toward the 
transformations that sooner or later will 
lead to a truly authentic , developed social­
ist revolution." 

'Solidarity in a common struggle' 
Shifting to the question of solidarity be­

tween Cuba and Nicaragua, Lopez said, 
"We are speaking of solidarity in the sense 
of a common struggle against a common 
enemy. And it is precisely for that reason 
that our unequivocal fraternity is reaf­
firmed - a fraternity , which is not nego­
tiable and not up for discussion." 

Lopez concluded by pointing to Cuba's 
attitude toward Nicaragua's efforts "to rise 
out of the backwardness we inherited July 
19 and the poverty that the imperialists still 
want to impose on us. " The understanding 
that the Cuban leadership has shown , he 
said, is invaluable . "No word we could 
speak or gesture we could make really ex­
presses our appreciation of that under­
standing and dedication to our revolution ." 
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Britain: gov't tries 
to cover up murder 
of Irish activists 
BY AILEAN O'CALLAGHAN 

LONDON - The British government 
has lost round one in its battle to hide the 
truth about the March 6 murder of three 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) volunteers 
by British Army soldiers on the Crown 
Colony of Gibraltar. On that day, Mairead 
Farrell, Sean Savage, and Dan McCann 
were gunned down by a squad of seven sol­
diers of the Special Air Services army regi­
ment. 

At the end of a preliminary hearing held 
in early July to determine the scope of the 
inquest into the murders, Coroner Felix 
Pizarello said that the inquest could inquire 
into "relevant matters preceding the mo­
ment of shooting." This ruling went against 
the British government's attempts to re­
strict the inquiry. In his summary, 
Pizarello pointedly noted that the three vic­
tims were unarmed when they were mur­
dered - a fact the British authorities have 
tried to cover up. 

Pizarello's decision was a victory for the 
families of the victims, who had opposed 
the government's attempts to narrow the 
inquiry. 

From the moment of the murders last 
March, British authorities have tried to sur­
round what happened on Gibraltar in a 
cloud of disinformation . 

The first official reports spoke of a "gun 

battle" between the IRA members and 
British soldiers. Later, it was admitted that 
the victims were unarmed. 

British Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe 
told Parliament the day after the shooting 
that the IRA members had planted a car­
bomb. But soon after, the Gibraltar police 
announced that the car the victims parked 
contained no explosives. 

Television reporters spoke with eyewit­
nesses who said they saw the British sol­
diers murder the three Irish freedom fight­
ers in cold blood. The British government 
tried to have these reports stopped. When 
that failed, they tried to smear and discredit 
the witnesses. 

At the same time, the authorities have 
exerted pressure on Pizarello to restrict the 
inquest in advance. 

The full inquest into the murders begins 
in Gibraltar September 6. 

In addition to deciding what ground the 
full inquest can cover, the preliminary 
hearing also determined whether or not the 
British soldiers involved will be subject to 
cross-examination. Pizarello ruled that the 
soldiers have to attend the inquest and give 
evidence. 

The government then tried to get the 
coroner to limit the ability of the relatives' 
lawyers to question the soldiers. Only the 
coroner should be able to see and question 

Indians in Ontario light 
to hold onto their land 

BY CLIFF MACK 
BEAR ISLAND, Ontario, Canada -

On June 21 Indian leaders from across 
Canada spoke to a demonstration in To­
ronto of 300 supporters of the land rights of 
the Teme-Augama Anishnabai. This 700-
member Native band from here in the Lake 
Temagami region of northeastern Ontario 
has been maintaining two roadblocks since 
the end of May in order to prevent the On­
tario provincial government from building 
30 miles of Jogging roads deep into its an­
cestral homeland. 

The provincial government has refused 
to recognize the 111-year-old claim of the 
Teme-Augama people to 4,000 square 
miles of land on which they have been liv­
ing, hunting, fishing, and trapping for 
thousands of years . Ontario government 
Natural Resources Minister Vincent Kerrio 
says he cannot understand why the Bear Is­
land band refused to accept a $30 million 
settlement offer two years ago. 

But, as Chief Gary Potts, head of the 
Teme-Augama Tribal Council , has ex­
plained, his people are not prepared to give 
up their land for any amount of cash. "If 
our land dies, we die." Potts spoke at the 
Toronto rally. 

Militant/Cliff Mack 
Chief Gary Potts pointing on map to 
Teme-Augama tribal lands where gov­
ernment wants to build roads for logging 
companies. 
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Here at Bear Island, 270 miles northeast 
of Toronto, Chief Potts spoke about his 
people's fight to regain control of their 
land. The Teme-Augama have struggled 
since 1877 to protect their land from the 
encroachment of forest companies and the 
Ontario government, he said. 

Over those years the Teme-Augama 
have been forced into a smaller and smaller 
comer of the Lake Temagami region. The 
government has consistently backed the 
forest companies over Native land rights, 
insisting that the territory is "too valuable 
from a timber point of view" to recognize 
the Indians ' demands. 

By 1910 the Teme-Augama were not 
even allowed without permission to cut 
firewood for cooking and heating their 
homes. The next year they were prohibited 
from hunting and fishing. 

Over the years many of the Native 
families were forced out when their land 
was flooded by government hydroelectric 
dams. 

Finally, in 1973 Chief Potts began legal 
action to regain control of his people's 
land. Although the case is to be heard be­
fore the Ontario Appeals Court in January 
1989, on May 17 the Ontario government 
gave Jogging and pulp-and-paper com­
panies the green light to build the new 
roads. 

Ten days later the Bear Island band de­
cided to set up the two roadblocks. They 
are maintained round the clock by families 
living in tents . Since then all construction 
has been halted. 

In reviewing the century of struggle, 
Chief Potts stressed, "We are always 
looked on as an encumbrance to the desires 
of others to use the land - to make money. 
This goes back to the days of the British. 
We are still dealing with a colonial mind­
set: the view that 'If you can't sell it, it has 
no value. '" 

One of the main groups supporting the 
Native's land struggle is the Temagami 
Wilderness Society , a coalition of environ­
mental groups , unions, and local residents. 
It has also taken the Ontario government to 
court in order to stop further road construc­
tion and continued logging. The Temagami 
wilderness contains the last major stand of 
centuries-old red and white pine in On­
tario, nesting sites for the endangered gold­
en eagle, as well as a network of aboriginal 
trails up to 3,000 years old, and ar­
chaeological sites dating back to 4000 B.C. 

Militant/Clive Turnbull 
Thousands attended funeral protest last March in Belfast, Ireland, for IRA members 
gunned down in Gibraltar by British Special Air Services troops. 

the soldiers, the government counsel said, 
or else they should be screened from the 
court so no one can see them. The soldiers' 
lawyer threatened that they would not ap­
pear at the inquest at all unless such ar­
rangements are made. The coronor, in fact, 
has no jurisdiction outside Gibraltar, and 
cannot force any of the seven to testify. 

There is little danger of the soldiers in­
volved ever being brought to trial, much 
less convicted of anything. British military 
personnel on duty in any of Britain's col­
onies are automatically granted immunity 
under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act. 

Since the July hearing, it has become 
known that Ministry of Defence officials 
and lawyers briefed the seven soldiers be­
fore they flew out to Gibraltar on their mis­
sion and guaranteed them immunity for 

killing the IRA volunteers. 
In May, relatives of Farrell , McCann, 

and Savage told a news conference in Dub­
lin, Ireland, that they had been given infor­
mation indicating that a committee of four 
people in the British cabinet had ordered the 
Gibraltar murders. Three of the four, they 
said, were Prime Minister Margaret Thatch­
er, Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe, and 
Defence Minister George Younger. These 
three officials have since been named to a 
cabinet committee to decide the govern­
ment's response to the preliminary hearing. 

The government's lawyers have already 
said that if questioning at the September 
hearing is not limited to the March 6 
events, the government will be forced to 
declare the case subject to "public interest 
immunity" and refuse to answer. 

Swedish bakery workers force bosses 
to retreat on union leader's firing 
BY DAG TIRSEN 

STOCKHOLM - The 200 workers at 
Skogaholms bakery here recently won an 
important victory when they stopped the 
company's attempt to fire one of their 
union's leaders, Frances Tuoloskorpi. 

Tuoloskorpi was the former president of 
the local union. However, she and other 
members of the union's executive commit­
tee grew frustrated with their inability to 
produce any positive results for the work­
ers . 

Negotiating with the company - using 
the Swedish "comanagement" approach­
took more and more time, removing the 
union leadership from the shop floor. " It 
was as if we were acting in some kind of 
play that concealed the real contradic­
tions," Tuoloskorpi said. 

So the committee resigned, and the local 
union stopped functioning. At the same 
time, the workers remained in the national 
Swedish food workers' union. 

The union leaders then concentrated on 
organizing the members, working with 
them to formulate demands, circulating pe­
titions, and holding shop-floor meetings. 
Many workers became more active as are­
sult. 

The company's response was to ap­
proach the national union, trying to get 
Tuoloskorpi fired for "obstructing" the 
normal functioning of the union at the bak­
ery . 

Strik_e preparations 
The workers responded immediately. A 

letter was circulated demanding that the 
company withdraw its threat and apologize 
to the workers. A strike committee was 
elected representing different departments 
in the plant, and they got to work preparing 
for a strike. 

A strike deadline was set, pickets were 
organized, a mailing was sent out to the 
press and other trade unions, a strike head­
quarters was found, and a meeting for the 
workers' families set. This is the first time 
in recent years that strike preparations of 
this scope have been made. 

The day before the strike was to begin , 

the company tried to intimidate the workers 
into calling it off. The workers remained 
firm. 

"Even if we lose the strike, we have at 
least shown the way to fight antiunion fir­
ings," Tuoloskorpi said. "And that will be­
nefit all workers." 

Several hours before the strike was to 
begin, the company retreated and withdrew 
the charges against Tuoloskorpi. 

Since the victory, a discussion has 
started among the workers about whether 
to set up the local union again. 

The attempt to fire the bakery workers' 
leader is part of a trend among employers 
here to fire active unionists. 

Workers in Sweden are becoming aware 
of a loophole in the labor laws that allows 
bosses to get away with ftring union fight­
ers . If the courts order an employer to re­
hire an unlawfully fired worker, the em­
ployer can simply pay a fine instead of 
complying with the order. 

Demand closing of loophole 
Unions representing 500,000 workers 

have endorsed a letter to the Social Demo­
cratic government demanding that this 
loophole be closed. One of the initiators of 
the Jetter is Bengt Svensson, president of 
the textile workers union at Malmo 
Strumpfabrik. 

The leaders of the major national unions 
are not supporting the Svensson initiative . 
But the bosses at the Skogaholms bakery 
were unable to get the Swedish food work­
ers ' union to cooperate in firing Tuolos­
korpi. 

The fight at Skogaholms was part of a 
rising number of strikes in Sweden. Re­
cently, 800 workers struck for eight days at 
the Boliden Kemi chemical plant in Hel­
singborg in southern Sweden. The workers 
demanded a fair contract and no reprisals 
against any strike leaders. Several other 
factories organized solidarity with the 
strike. 

At the state-owned mining company 
LKAB in the north of Sweden, several 
thousand workers carried out short warning 
strikes during local contract negotiations. 
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The indigenous peoples olthe Americas' 
500 years ol struggle against colonialism 
Tomas Borge on Nicaragua's contribution to the reconquest of Indian rights through autonomy 
Introduction 

The following speech was given by Tomas Borge to an 
international seminar of the World Council of Indigenous 
Peoples held in Managua, Nicaragua, Feb. 7-14, 1988. 
Borge is Nicaragua's minister of the interior and a mem­
ber of the National Directorate of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (FSLN). 

The World Council oflndigenous Peoples is headquar­
tered in Ottawa, Canada, and is affiliated to the United 
Nations as a nongovernmental organization. It represents 
organizations of Indians and other indigenous peoples 
from North, Central, and South America; the Pacific; and 
northern Europe. 

The Managua seminar was held to discuss the fight for 
Indian rights in Central America in the framework of the 
Guatemala peace accords , which were signed by the five 
Central American presidents in August 1987 . It also 
studied the autonomy process being developed by the in­
digenous peoples of Nicaragua's Atlantic Coast. 

Most Nicaraguan Indians and Blacks live on the Atlan­
tic Coast. They include Miskito, Sumo, and Rama In­
dians; and English-speaking Creole Blacks and Gari­
fonas. Over the past several years, they and the Spanish­
speaking mestizos of the coast have participated in a 
broad grass-roots discussion to develop the Autonomy 
Statute for the Atlantic Coast. 

This law, recognizing that Nicaragua is a "multiethnic 
nation," was adopted by the Nicaraguan National Assem­
bly in September 1987. It provides for the election of re­
gional autonomous governments with representation of 
all the coast peoples . These regional governments are to 
have wide power over educational, cultural, social, and 
some economic affairs. The law also guarantees respect 
for the languages and customs of the coast peoples, their 
right to traditional forms of communal landownership 
and use, and their right to benefit from exploitation of the 
coast's natural resources . 

Delegates at the Managua seminar came from Bolivia, 
Canada, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Panama, Sweden, and Venezuela. The Nicara­
guan delegation included representatives of all the coast 
peoples. Among them were Indian leaders who had taken 

up arms against the Sandinista government in the early 
1980s, but who have since signed cease-fire agreements 
and are now working with the government in developing 
the autonomy process. 

The delegates discussed the Nicaraguan autonomy ex­
perience at length, and adopted resolutions hailing it as 
"an achievement of the Indian peoples' historic struggle" 
and an "outstanding example" for other Indian peoples . 

In addition, the seminar adopted resolutions support­
ing the Guatemala peace accords . It also protested the 
failure of these agreements to mention the indigenous 
peoples of Central America. Indians of Guatemala, Hon­
duras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua have been among the 
main victims of the contra war and the repression waged 
by U.S .-backed regimes in the area. 

The delegates projected organizing a Permanent Com­
mission of Peace, Reconciliation, Development, and Au­
tonomy to involve Indians in the peace negotiations, help 
repatriate refugees, and seek international aid for indig­
enous peoples. 

The seminar condemned the plans by many European 
and Latin American governments to celebrate the SOOth 
anniversary of the beginning of the colonial conquest of 
the Americas by European powers. It urged the United 
Nations to declare 1992 the "International Year of Sol­
idarity with the Indigenous Peoples." And it appealed to 
"the nonaligned countries of the Third World, the Social­
ist Bloc, arid the African National Congress to support 
the decisions and demands of the Indian peoples ." 

The seminar also adopted resolutions of solidarity with 
the aborigines of Australia, the Maori people of New 
Zealand, other indigenous peoples of the South Pacific, 
the fight for Puerto Rican independence, the anti-apart­
heid struggle in South Africa , and with Afro-Americans 
throughout the Americas . 

Borge's speech was given February 11, just before the 
delegates visited Puerto Cabezas and the Miskito town of 
Waspam on the Atlantic Coast. 

The translation, footnotes , and subheads are by the 
Militant. 

.· . . . · .... ..... 
Militant/Robert Kopec 

Indigenous peoples of Nicaragua's Atlantic Coast region raUy in 1987 at multiethnic assembly held to discuss au­
tonomy for the coast peoples. 

Tomas Borge 
Ten days from now, on February 21, we will com­

memorate the 54th anniversary of the death of a man who 
in one of his prophetic exclamations said: "I am Nicara­
guan and proud of the fact that Indian blood, more than 
any other, flows through my veins. That ancestry con­
tains the secret of why I am a loyal and sincere patriot." 

Sandino organized the Wiwili cooperatives, whose 
members were mostly indigenous people. A few hours 
after the assassination of the hero himself, the coopera­
tive members were also sacrificed, reddening the waters 
of the Coco River with their blood. 1 This demonstrates 
that from their origins the social and political perspec­
tives of the Sandinistas included an orientation to the 
communities and peoples of the Atlantic Coast. 

Five hundred years ago, we, the inhabitants of this 
continent, were the object of the great exploit that is 
called the "Discovery and Conquest." This, to look at it ,, __________________ ___ 
After English and Spanish 
conquest, Nicaragua's multiethnic 
destiny remained like a bull 
wounded by capitalist 
expansionism . . . _____________________ ,, 
another way, was the outrageous assault by the Spanish 
and the English. 

The Indians of the Caribbean shore of Nicaragua saw 
the great white-winged birds of the conquest, which had 
been foretold in ancient legends, but they did not allow 
themselves to be subdued by force. Instead, the inhabit­
ants of the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua fell victim to the 
cold and aristocratic refinement of English colonialism, 
just as the Indians of the Pacific Coast fell victim to the 
abrupt maneuvers of the Spanish horses and swordsmen. 
Since then, the multiethnic destiny of the nation re­
mained like a bull wounded by what would become the 
interests and disputes of capitalist expansionism. 

The European mode of production explored distant 
routes in the search for gold and spices with the tenacity 
of Marco Polo, but without his gallantry. On this conti­
nent, they fell headlong over beautiful, primitive, and 
new gods, cultures , and modes of production. The con­
quest and colonization tore apart communal forms of or­
ganization with wanton violence and subjected us in the 
final analysis to Capital, whose silk diapers were drying 
under the slow, pale fire of the European sun. 

We say that this society, capitalist society, took the 
natural road of conquering territory and opening markets. 
This society, with all its values, ideological conceptions, 
and modes of life, did what it could to block the natural 
development of our own ways of life. 

The English, I believe, conquered North America, 
sweeping away virtually all traces of human life. The 
French and Portuguese managed only to cast an amazed 
glance and experience a premature and confused rapture 
on this side of the earth. 

The English, however, did not conquer the Atlantic 
Continued on next page 

I . Augusto Cesar Sandino (1895-1934) is the Nicaraguan 
national hero who led a guerrilla army that fought U.S. Marines 
occupying Nicaragua from 1927-1933. 

At the end of the war, he helped organize agricultural and 
mining cooperatives in the Wiwilf mountains, near the Coco 
River in northern Nicaragua. Many of Nicaragua's Miskito In­
dians live along the Coco. When Washington withdrew its 
troops in 1933, it left the country under the domination of the 
National Guard headed by Anastasio Somoza Garcia . On Feb. 
21, 1934, Somoza had Sandino assassinated. The next day, the 
National Guard attacked and destroyed the Wiwilf coopera­
tives, massacring 300 people. 
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Coast of Nicaragua. They imposed a Miskito King, who 
even in recent theatrical works was not able to walk the 
streets of Puerto Cabezas or Bluefields.2 

They tried to impose the March of Buckingham Palace 
and its villages on us. But as you know, the inhabitants of 
the Wankf River3 would not let that music navigate its 
waters except as a warm and sad lullaby. 

They wanted to impose the maypole, which in the 
countryside around London is a prudish and clumsy 
dance. However, our coast peoples transformed it into a 
dance as sweet and violent as the mating rites of two 
panthers in heat. 

The Spaniards did not discover America. The 
Spaniards did not conquer America. They mixed their 
genes, their incorrigible appetite for adventure, their 
machismo, their penchant for the fantastic , their shrewd, 
quick wit, and their courage. But they did not discover or 
conquer this undiscoverable and unconquerable conti­
nent. On the contrary, some day maybe we will have to 
celebrate the discovery and conquest of Europe by the 
Americans. 

They did not succeed. They did not domesticate our 
essence. The indigenous struggles, the indigenous 
heroes, the rebelliousness and uprisings of the peoples 
caused the resurrection of the living in Nicaragua on July 
19, 1979.4 The legitimacy of the struggle to establish the 
identity of our peoples was more powerful than the colo­
nial and imperialist violence. 

Multiethnic roots of American society 
Each society departs and returns as a splendid recur­

rence. It negates itself only to appear as a phantom in a 
higher stage. The society we are constructing will find its 
multiethnic roots. Even though the fruits appear to be 
new, as they are, the roots are both old and new, like the 
waters of the Wankf. 

Indians of America, of North, Central, and South 
America: they accomplished nothing by decreeing slav­
ery. Their discrimination was useless. It was futile to tie 
the hands and feet of our uniqueness. We will always be 
different and we will always be the same. They raped us, 
but they did not succeed in impregnating us with a new 
identity. In a certain sense, we are, and in a certain sense, 
we are not the same. 

History tells us that capitalist expansion in our conti­
nent attacked on all sides the social cohesion of the in­
digenous communities. It subdued them by means of 
physical, cultural, and legal aggression. The identity of 
the indigenous peoples was denied and their rights were 
recognized - as are the rights of the peoples in general 
-on paper, but denied in practice. In the name of civili­
zation, they cut out our tongues in a futile attempt to 
leave us mute. They seized lands, ravaged cultures, and 
denied our world view by decree. 

But, ladies and gentlemen, the resistance continues. 
Nearly l ,500 tongues still survive in Latin America. That 
means that our peoples speak one language, that of sur-,, __________________ __ 
Capitalist society did what it could 
to block the natural development of 
our own ways of life . ____________________ ,, 
vi val, the language of immortality. 

Exploitation and denial of our rights reduced the indig­
enous peoples, reduced us, to the status of a virtually un­
paid work force. They could kill us, and still continue 
killing us, without violating their law or their morality. 
And after they had tom us to pieces - as they are still 
tearing us to pieces - they could receive holy commu­
nion without first confessing and without intending to 
mend their ways. 

Ethnocide in America was a symbol of arrogance. The 
ethnocide of the 16th century was the Iliad: Ulysses was 
called Heman Cortes and the Trojan Horse galloped 
through Tenochtitlan, Lima, Santo Domingo, Havana, 
Leon, and Granada. 5 

From within its belly the beast spewed forth cruelty, 

2. Nicaragua was first colonized by the Spanish, who subju­
gated the Indians and established settlements along the Pacific 
Coast. The British, operating from their colony in Jamaica, 
took control of the Atlantic Coast region in the mid- 1600s. 
They ruled with the collaboration of local Miskito chiefs, who 
were "crowned" by the British and given the title "Miskito 
King." Puerto Cabezas and Bluefields are the two main towns 
on Nicaragua's Atlantic Coast. 

3. The Wanki is the Miskito name for the Coco River. 
4. On July 19, 1979, the Nicaraguan people, Jed by the San­

dinista National Liberation Front (FSLN), overthrew the 
Somoza dictatorship and established a revolutionary govern­
ment representing the interests of the workers and peasants. 

5. Heman Cortes (1485-1547) was one of the principal lead­
ers of the Spanish subjugation and colonization of Mexico. 
Tenochtitlan, the capital of the Aztec empire, fell to Cortes in 
1521. 

Lima, Santo Domingo, and Havana are cities in Peru , the 
Dominican Republic , and Cuba, respectively. Leon and 
Granada are Nicaraguan cities. 
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Tomas Borge with Atlantic Coast leader Dorotea Wilson at press conference on autonomy, April 1987. 

attempts at extermination in Central and South America, 
the success of the almost complete extermination in 
North America, the cross with which at times they sac­
rified us , and the cross with which at times they re­
deemed us . 

Their antiquated languages, which, unlike vintage 
wine, had not aged well, were reborn after what they 
called the Discovery. Shakespeare and Cervantes would 
not have been possible without the violent encounter be­
tween both cultures. In any case, Walt Whitman, Ruben 
Darfo, and Pablo Neruda,6 among others, created other 
forms of language, inventing new languages that are not 
alien to the I ,500 forms of indigenous expression in the 
Americas. For that reason, we once said that we Nicara­
guans do not speak Spanish, but rather we speak Darfo, 
just as in the United States they could say they do not 
speak English, but rather Whitman. 

The colonial eyes that capitalism inherited and cer­
tified with the registrar of property were made to detect 
gold and tin and valuable woods. But because of their so­
cial origins, they were not and are not capable of recog­
nizing human beings in the colonies and neocolonies. 

The emergence of our Latin American nations was 
closely linked to a model of society in which the concept 
of nation was chained to a transnational , dependent, and 
exploiting schema. This is what they called, and continue 
to call, democracy. 

U.S. ethnocide against Indians 
In the very heart of North America, ethnocide meant 

the hunting down of human beings on an overwhelming 
scale. They never smoked the peace pipe, and ethnic 
sadism elevated Buffalo Bill to the stature of an ar­
chetype. It would be fitting if his figure replaced the 
Statue of Liberty at the entranceway of New York City. 

Of course, in the end the reservations were the answer. 
The Indian reservations in the United States constitute the 
most perfect legal expression of cynicism and cruelty . 
Law 93-531, to cite a little verse from the Apocalypse of 
ethnocide, meant a steel fence erected to divide the 
Navajo and Hopi Indians. Big Mountain , a region rich in 
minerals, is a tasty morsel that tempts the distinguished 
jaws of a famous multinational corporation. 7 

In the United States, Indian lands recognized by the 
U.S. government have 3 percent of the total petroleum 
and gas reserves . This amounts to 4.2 billion barrels of 
petroleum and 17.5 trillion cubic feet of gas. The 
uranium reserves in Indian territories make up 55 percent 

6. Miguel de Cervantes (1 547-16 16), Spanish writer, author 
of Don Quijote de Ia Mancha . 

Walt Whitman (181 9-1892), U.S. poet. 
Ruben Dario (1867 -1916), Nicaraguan poet and writer. 
Pablo Neruda (1904-1973), Chilean poet. 
7. In 1974, the U.S. Congress passed Public Law 93-53 1, 

which divided the land around Big Mountain, Arizona, that had 
been jointly used by the Hopi and Navajo Indians. The law was 
passed to help U.S. mining companies seize the mineral wealth 
in the Big Mountain area. One of its provisions ordered the con­
struction of a massive barbed-wire fence to separate the Hopi 
and Navajo people . 

of the U.S. reserves and II percent of the world's re­
serves. 

But the Indian peoples in the United States, if I am not 
mistaken, are the most neglected and impoverished sec­
tor of the U.S. population. And they want to give us le 
sons about how to treat Indian peoples! 

Of what use are reservations if one's rights and the 
possibilities of defending them lie beyond the border of 
the reservation? The reservation is institutionalized plun­
der and violence. It is the rule of cynicism, the most 
primitive link of racial discrimination. The sorriest aspect 
of this sad history is that there are those who suggest, al­
though with some prudent hedging, that the reservatior 
are an example of what we should do on the Atlantic 
Coast of Nicaragua. 

Brothers and sisters of the Atlantic Coast, we are not 
going to establish reservations in our country. That is not 
and will not be the autonomy on the Atlantic Coast. 

The greatest world crisis that capitalism has known 
since the 1930s coincides with the SOOth anniversary of ,, __________________ __ 
1,500 tongues still survive in Latin 
America. That means our peoples 
speak one language, that of 
survival . _____________ ,: 
the so-called discovery of America. 

Brothers and sisters, our struggles for liberation will 
determine whether now, half a millenium later, we can 
take a daring step toward the new society where the his­
toric rights of the indigenous peoples and their specific 
demands will be part of the peoples' struggles, and the 
Indian will be an active subject in national liberation. Ou· 
experience shows that the historic rights of the indig­
enous peoples cannot be totally recovered without first 
achieving national liberation. 

In Latin America, the ethnic problem and the Indian 
question cannot be reduced to the traditional , I would al­
most dare say orthodox, analysis of the class struggle . 
Our experience, at least, shows that it is essential to in­
corporate the specific demands of the indigenous strug 
gles into the general class demands. In some concrete 
situations, which are abundant and volcanic in Latin 
America, the class struggle and the indigenous struggles 
overlap and condition each other. This is our perspective. 

The highest expression of democracy, it is said - and 
it is true - is respect for the majority. Therefore, if we 
want to be consistent, the struggle for real equality de­
mands respect for the opinion of the majority of the iP­
habitants of this continent who are Indians or of lndiar. 
origin, if the statistics don't lie. Coincidentally, of 
course, they are also the exploited workers, the landless 
peasants, those condemned to purgatory, to cuts in social 
programs, and to premature death. They are also destined 
for immortality, indigenous brothers and sisters, because 
they are the protagonists of the future. 
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Democracy is the effect and not the cause of liberation. 
The reconquest of our rights as a multiethnic and mul­
tisultural nation is, therefore, the natural product of our 
.ioeration and its corresponding democracy . 

Peace is one of the central themes of this seminar. It is , 
after national liberation, the highest aspiration of the peo­
ples who inhabit the lands that stretch from Patagonia to 
the Yukon . 

In the final analysis, there cannot be peace, nor can 
there be democracy, in any situation without national lib­
eration . Democracy can only be born of an independent 
. Jciety . Thus democracy is possible only in a society that 
has managed to break the chains of dependence. 

Countries that are dependent on and enslaved by im­
perialism cannot speak of democracy. Democracy is in­
compatible with dependency, just as dependency is in-,, __________________ __ 
'The greatest world crisis that 
capitalism has known since the '30s 
coincides with the SOOth 
anniversary of the 'discovery' of 
America ... ____________________ ,, 
compatible with true peace. I am speaking of domestic 
peace. 

It is for this reason, in order to block our independence 
or to demonstrate artificially that independence brings 
war, that our small, free, sovereign, and independent 
country has been subjected to aggression . This is obvi­
"'tsly an attempt to demonstrate that when a people de­
._,des to decide, it is punished with a bloodbath. It is in­
dicted and subjected to a refined system of tortures, 
perhaps the principal one being lies. 

When a people decides to decide, it is accused with in­
credible audacity of the worst crimes, of having sinned 
against the Holy Spirit. Therefore, from the computer 
centers of death, they decide to bring about a war. They 
even attempt to legitimize it by involving officials and 

Jislators who adopt laws approving what should shock 
and enrage humanity: the financing of a war against a 
small country whose moral stature is like a light that sears 
the eyes of those who have decided not to forgive us for 
living. 

'Nicaragua is not alone' 
Thanks be to God, there are those who understand us 

. ·d who aid us. Some people, echoing the hatred and 
lies, criticize the support of the internationalists, refer­
ring exclusively to that which comes from the socialist 
countries. We are deeply grateful for the support of the 
internationalists . 

When I was in Cuba, I was told if it were possible to 
sign up all those who wanted to come to Nicaragua that 
Cuba would have been left without inhabitants. It is im­
. ·nrtant that our people become aware of the enormous 
ut!bt we have to these brothers and sisters . 

From this platform, I would like to express our eternal 
gratitude for the unselfish, often heroic, and moving aid 
of the international brigadistas from 26 countries who 
have risked their lives and participated in the coffee har­
vest since November. 

Here in Nicaragua are internationalists from the Fed­
r>ral Republic of Germany , Australia, the United States, 
. . Jstria, the Soviet Union, Belgium, Denmark , Spain, 
Finland, England , the German Democratic Republic, 
Greece, Holland, Ireland, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Nor­
way , New Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland, Bulgaria , 
Canada, Mexico, and Chile . 

We are not alone, brothers and sisters. You are here 
among us. Just as Leonard Peltier and Nelson Mandela8 

are here with us in spirit. And Pete Seeger, a U.S . singer 
·ho fought at the side of Martin Luther King, is here 

with us . 
Companeros: 
We have fought for national liberation . We are fight­

ing for peace. We are building democracy. The one 
would not be possible without the other. Solidarity with 
Nicaragua demands support from the forces of interna­
tional decency and dignity for our efforts to attain peace 
-< 1d consolidate democracy . 

We have already traveled part of the way . Despite the 
violence and the aggression , we continue to forge the in­
struments needed to attain democracy. Therefore, we re­
quire not only support for peace, but also support for our 
democracy, for our legality , which has been conquered 
with blood. 

Peace will be the result of concrete efforts to stop the 
war. War is politics carried out by other means, accord­
hlg to a learned man, a German strategist. In the final 

8. Leonard Peltier is an American Indian Movement activist 
who has been imprisoned by the U.S. government since 1977. 

Nelson Mandel a is a leader of the African National Congress 
who has been imprisoned by the apartheid South African re­
gime since 1962. 

analysis, the end of the war is a political solution . That 
explains why , in political terms, there can only be negoti­
ations with those who organized, who planned, and who 
conceived the strategy and even the tactics of this costly 
conflict. 

The cause of the war as a whole must be sought in the 
workings of a historic law. Neither the exploiting classes 
nor the empire are resigned nor will they resign them­
selves to the loss of political power in this country. 

Peace, consequently, is not nor shall it be a victory for 
all. It will not be the victory of the aggressor, but rather 
the victory of the victim of aggression. Peace is the 
triumph of those who believe in the instruments of life. 
War is the morbid passion of those who believe in the in­
struments of death. 

When all the people of the Atlantic Coast participated 
in the battle for democracy and discussed the Autonomy 
Statute day and night, word for word, 500 years of hopes 
were converted into a law that was the exact expression 
of the aspirations of the majority. Our conception of 
democracy is expressed in the preparation of a law 
drafted, discussed, and ratified with the massive partici­
pation of the people. 

The Autonomy Statute in fact is known by other names 
in other countries, because it is not a question of seman­
tics . Rather, the statute was the result of an authentic de­
sire for peace and the just response to historic demands . 

The Autonomy Statute could doubtless be modified, 
and it probably will be modified in the light of experi­
ence . We cannot know the strengths and weaknesses of a 
law without seeing it applied to our concrete reality . 
Laws do not make reality; it is reality that makes laws. 

Just as multiethnic Nicaragua has decided to take hold 
of reality, we are capable of being the masters of our own 
laws . In so far as we Nicaraguans deepen our knowledge 
of reality, the better our laws will become. Thus, it is not 
a question of changing laws on a whim or to be playing 
political games . 

As a result of our Sandinista heritage, our native intu­
ition, our magic, our realism, or our magical realism, we 
have more confidence in the opinions of the Atlantic 
Coast communities and peoples, once the law has been 
put into practice, than in all the theories in'vented in the ,, __________________ __ 
The class struggle and the 
indigenous struggles overlap and 
condition each other . . . ____________________ ,, 
empire's laboratories where they combine bacteria for 
mass murder with social hypotheses to confuse the peo­
ples. 

You are already familiar with the Atlantic Coast Au­
tonomy Law, and in fact you have examined and 
analyzed it in commission meetings . Within a few hours 
you will travel to the coast and will be able to obtain a 
more precise view through contact with the architects of 
the law - the people of the coast. 

I can only add that for us , the autonomy of the Atlantic 
Coast was the precursor of peace in the region. Although 
it was not created with the explicit aim of bringing peace, 
it confirmed that we are men of honor and open to 
dialogue. 

When we pledged to concretize our experiences in an 
autonomy law, there was an abundance of predictions 
that we would never fulfill our commitment. Now reality 
is proving the opposite . We have held talks, including 
with different organizations of Indians who had taken up 
arms. Some of their representatives are here in this meet­
ing, and I am proud to be their friend , now that almost all 
of them have understood that autonomy is irreversible. 

We can assert with historic responsibility, brothers and 
sisters of America and the world, that the sleeping beauty 
has awakened to begin the first chapter of its next 
exploits . 

When the President of Nicaragua, Commander Daniel 
Ortega, signed the Guatemala peace accords in the name 
of the Nicaraguan people, then, too, hired voices said we 
would not comply and that the only language we under­
stood was that of war. Nonetheless, we have complied 
with the greatest faithfulness, and we will continue to do 
more than we are obliged or pledged to carry out. 

How are we therefore to understand the logic of those 
who say that to achieve peace they had to wage war 
against us? What is the rationale for murdering children 
and Sumo and Creole leaders in Las Minas, supposedly 
to achieve peace on the Atlantic Coast , to cite one region 
of Nicaragua?9 How do threats and mortar attacks along 
the border fulfill a pledge to repatriate refugees? How can 
one understand this logic? 

How could we not salute the heroism of the Sumos, 

9. On Dec . 21, 1987, some 1,000 U.S.-backed contras at­
tacked three mining villages in an area of Nicaragua' s Atlantic 
Coast known as Las Minas. After two days of fighting , the con­
tras were driven off by the local self-defense forces , including 
Sumo and Miskito Indian militias, backed up by units of the 
Sandinista People's Army. 
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Miskitos , and Creoles of Las Minas, who, armed more 
with heroism than with rifles, defended the autonomy 
project that they have now made definitively their own? 

The time has passed when they could organize the 
Monopoly of Lies. The logic of events has imposed itself 
on irrationality. The majority of international public 
opinion knows that Nicaragua fulfills its pledges, that its 
word is the word of the Sandinistas; that is, its word is 
unbreakable and infallible. 

Just as we won skirmishes and battles against back­
wardness and oppression, just as autonomy arose out of 
political maturity , we are confident that the people of 
Central America will achieve peace . 

We must say, however, that the Guatemala accords do 
not explicitly show a concern for the indigenous peoples . 
We support all efforts aimed at highlighting the specific 
character of the Indian question in the struggle for peace 
in Central America. 

We are particularly concerned about the repatriation 
and attention to refugees . The accords, however, do 
state, in their point 14, that the five nations "pledge tour­
gently respond to the refugees and those displaced by the 
war." Likewise, they pledge to "seek multilateral aid 
from the international community, such as the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees and other organizations and 
agencies." 

Nicaragua reiterates this commitment before you, 
aware that the indigenous peoples are among the princi­
pal groups affected by this situation. Furthermore, we in­
vite the authorities of the World Council of Indigenous 
Peoples and other international bodies to join with us in 
efforts to obtain bilateral agreements and to explore the 
best opportunities with nongovernment agencies that are ,, __________________ __ 
The reconquest of our rights as a 
multiethnic nation is the product of 
our liberation and democracy . ____________________ ,, 
ready to finance community development projects. 

The Autonomy Law is a substantial part of our revolu­
tionary legality, along with the agrarian reform law, the 
military draft law, the laws on health and education, and 
other laws established to defend the power of the people, 
to reaffirm revolutionary democracy, and to satisfy the 
essential demands of society. 

However, brothers and sisters, like all these laws, the 
Autonomy Law has begun to be questioned and slandered 
by the apologists of violence and illegality. They respond 
to the hopes for peace by wantonly tossing hand grenades, 
with mines that explode not by magic, mines that are not 
selective, mines that are aimed to sow death and terror. 

We have not the slightest fear of the more than sublim­
inal suggestions of those who wish we would disappear 
from the face of the earth. We, the leaders of this revolu­
tion, shall always be united. Whatever the next chapter of 
our history may bring, we will be here at the side of our 
people and, let no one doubt it , in the front line of battle 

Brothers and sisters of the World Council of Indige­
nous Peoples: go forth and tell your peoples that the laws 
of this country will be enforced, and that the Autonomy 
Law will be applied even if it is opposed by the seven 
horsemen of the Apocalypse. 

The Autonomy Law is the heritage not only of the 
indigenous communities of the Atlantic Coast, nor of the 
Nicaraguan people alone . It is the heritage of all the indi­
genous peoples who fight for recognition of their historic 
rights. This is our victory . This is our banner. This is the 
Good News. 

Brothers and sisters, the Sandinista People's Revolu­
tion gives you this law as an offering to the peoples of all 
latitudes, to the minorities of the United States and of 
Europe, and to the majorities of Latin America. 

Also by Tomas Borge . 

In New International, 
a magazine of Marxist politics and theory 

"Revolution is the 
Birth of Light" 

An interview conducted in Cuba in 1985. 
In it. Borge talks about the "deep interrela­
tion between art and revolution." Nicara­
guan culture. and the achievements of the 
revolution. 
Send $6.50 to New International. 410 West St.. 
New York. N.Y. 10014. Also available from Path­
finder. 47 The Cut. London SE1 BLL. England; 
P.O. Box 153 Glebe. Sydney NSW 2037, Au­
stralia; 410 Adelaide St. W .. Suite 400, Toronto, 
Ont. M5V 1S8. Canada. 
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Hiroshima 1945: behind the U.S. A-bomb atrocity 
On Aug. 6, 1945, and again on August 9, the U.S. 

government dropped the first and second atomic 
bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Tens of thousands of people died instantly, 
with thousands more dying later. This year marks the 
43rd anniversary of that atrocity. 

The following article, "What the Record Shows: 
U.S. Guilt at Hiroshima," appeared in the Jan. 25, 
1965, Militant. The author, Fred Halstead, a long­
time leader of the Socialist Workers Party, died on 
June 2 this year. 

As the SWP's candidate for president in 1968, 
Halstead took a trip around the world, visiting Japan, 
South Vietnam, India, Egypt, West Germany, France, 
and Britain. In Japan he attended several peace con­
ferences, addressing a session of the Japan Confer­
ence Against A- and H-Bombs on August 6 in 
Hiroshima. 

* * * 

BY FRED HALSTEAD 
That Japan was "truly making sincere requests for 

peace," before and at the time of the Hiroshima A-bomb, 
is an undisputed fact of history. It is so well established 
that even popular history books and standard reference 
works recently published in this country cannot ignore it. 

The obvious implications of the fact are so damning to 
the moral position of the American capitalist power struc­
ture and so unpleasant to the American people generally, 
however, that the fact is not often squarely faced in this 
country, even by many pacifist critics of the govern­
ment's nuclear warfare policies. In the popular histories 
and reference works, it is generally glossed over with the 
briefest, most off-hand mention- after the style of West 
German textbook references to Nazi crimes - as if the 
unpleasant fact could somehow be buried and forgotten if 
it is given the low-key treatment. 

And indeed the general impression still exists in this 
country (but not abroad) that somehow the dropping of 
the A-bombs on Japan caused the end of the war and 
eliminated a bloody invasion of the Japanese home is­
lands, thus saving more lives than the A-bombs them­
selves snuffed out. This is a lie manufactured and spread 
in the first place by President Truman and British prime 
ministers Churchill and Attlee, who took responsibility 
for the decision to drop the bombs. It is nothing but the 
official trumped-up alibi for one of the most shocking 
and unjustified war crimes in all human history. 

What are the facts? This is what the Encyclopedia 
Britannica (1959 edition) has to say: "After the fall of 
Okinawa [on June 21, 1945], [Japanese Prime Minister] 
Suzuki's main objective was to get Japan out of the war 
on the best possible terms, though that could not be an­
nounced to the general public . . . . Unofficial peace feel­
ers were transmitted through Switzerland and Swe­
den . . .. Later the Japanese made a formal request to 
Russia to aid in bringing hostilities to an end." 

The Britannica then completes its coverage by saying 
that Russia rebuffed the Japanese overtures because it 
didn't want the war to end before it was scheduled to in­
vade the northern areas occupied by Japan. What the 
Britannica fails to mention is that these Japanese over­
tures were known to Washington because the dispatches 
between Foreign Minister Togo in Tokyo and Japanese 
Ambassador Sato in Moscow were intercepted by the 
United States. The entire affair is documented in the 
Hoover Library volume Japan's Decision to Surrender, 
by Robert J.C. Butlow (Stanford University, 1954). But­
low quotes the dispatch that was received and decoded in 
Washington on July 13, 1945: 

"Togo to Sato . . . Convey His Majesty's strong desire 
to secure a termination of the war . . . Unconditional sur­
render is the only obstacle to peace." These requests con­
tinued through July. 

Butlow documents that Washington knew the one 
"condition" insisted upon by the Japanese government 
was the continuation of the emperor on his throne and the 
symbolic recognition this implied of the Japanese home 
islands as a political entity . As it turned out this was 
exactly the "condition" that was granted when the peace 
was finally signed after the A-bombings August 6 and 9 . 

If the U.S. government knew as early as July 13 that 
the leading circles in Japan were seeking peace on those 
terms, why didn't it pursue this possibility for peace in­
stead of ignoring it and proceeding with the A-bombings? 
There is simply no satisfactory answer to this question 
from the point of view of the military demands of ending 
the war - even on U.S. imperialist terms - and saving 
soldiers' lives. 

As Hanson W. Baldwin, the New York Times military 
analyst, said in his book Great Mistakes of the War 
(1949): 

"Our only warning to a Japan already militarily de­
feated, and in a hopeless situation, was the Potsdam de­
mand for unconditional surrender issued on July 26, 
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Fred Halstead addressing the Japan Conference Against A- and H-bombs held in Hiroshima Aug. 6, 1968. 

when we knew the Japanese surrender attempt had 
started. Yet when the Japanese surrender was negotiated 
about two weeks later, after the bomb was dropped, our 
unconditional surrender demand was made conditional 
and we agreed, as [Secretary of War] Stimson had origi­
nally proposed we should do, to continuation of the Em­
peror upon his imperial throne. 

Twice guilty 
"We were, therefore, twice guilty . We dropped the 

bomb at a time when Japan already was negotiating for an 
end of the war, but before these negotiations could come 
to fruition. We demanded unconditional surrender, then 
dropped the bomb and accepted conditional surrender, a 
sequence which indicates pretty clearly that the Japanese 
would have surrendered, even if the bomb had not been 
dropped, had the Potsdam Declaration included our 
promise to permit the Emperor to remain on his imperial 
throne." 

Why, then, did the United States drop the bombs? One 
of the few writers who claims to believe the official alibi 
is Robert C. Batchelder, author of the well-documented 
The Irreversible Decision (1962). Even Batchelder ad­
mits: "It seems clear that had the [U .S.] attempt to end 
the war by political and diplomatic means been underta­
ken sooner, more seriously, and with more skill, the de­
cision to use the atomic bomb might well have been ren­
dered unnecessary." 

Batchelder explains the affair away by attributing it to 
U.S. diplomatic inefficiency and a tendency in U.S. 
leaders to deal with the war in purely military terms and 
neglect political aspects. But the evidence indicates the 
final A-bomb decision was made precisely for political 
reasons . 

Indeed, some top U.S. military men - including 
Eisenhower and the chief of staff of the U.S. armed 
forces at the time, Adm. William D. Leahy- declined 
to support use of the bomb. In his book, I Was There 
(1950) , Leahy says: " It is my opinion that the use of this 
barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and Nagasaki was of no 
material assistance in our war against Japan. The 
Japanese were already defeated and ready to surrender 
because of the effective sea blockade and the successful 
bombing with conventional weapons. 

" It was my reaction that the scientists and others 
wanted to make this test [!] because of the vast sums that 
had been spent on the project. Truman knew that, and so 
did the people involved. However, the Chief Executive 
made the decision to use the bomb on two cities in 
Japan." 

Live targets 
This "test" on Hiroshima and Nagasaki cost, by the 

conservative American estimates, 110,000 dead and as 
many injured; and, by Japanese estimates, twice that 
many. The evidence strongly indicates that one major 
motivation of the A-bomb decision was precisely to test 
the bomb on live targets, so as to confront the postwar 
world with the proven fact of overwhelming U.S. mili­
tary superiority . It is also established the fact that U.S . 
imperialism not only had the bomb but had the ruthless­
ness to use it. 

The haste with which the bomb was used indicates that 

the U.S. purposely ignored the Japanese peace requests 
(which were known in Washington on July 13) in order to 
drop the bomb before the war ended. No one was sure the 
bomb would work until July 18 when it was tested in 
New Mexico. The only other two bombs in existence 
were quickly dispatched to the Pacific base and were 
dropped on August 6 and 9. This haste is unexplained by 
combat problems. By that stage of the war U.S. bombers 
and ships encountered no serious resistance and no U.S. 
troop attacks were scheduled until November 1 , so the 
haste was not necessary to "save American lives." 

One of the most thoughtful works on the subject is that 
by the British nuclear scientist, P.M.S. Blackett, entitled 
Fear, War and the Bomb (London, 1949). Blackett 
points out: "If the saving of American lives had been the 
main objective, surely the bombs would have been held 
back until (a) it was certain that the Japanese peace pro­
posals made through Russia were not acceptable, and (b) 
the Russian offensive, which had for months been part of 
the allied strategic plan, and which Americans had previ­
ously demanded, had run its course." 

This last is the final piece in the puzzle. It is Blackett's 
well-founded thesis that one reason for the haste was to 
drop the bomb before the Russians entered the war 
against Japan. The allies had already agreed at Yalta that 
the USSR would attack Japan three months after Ger­
many surrendered. Stalin had notified the United States 
that the Russian armies would be ready for that attack on 
schedule, that is, August 8. The bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima August 6. 

In another book by Blackett, Atomic Weapons and 
East-West Relations (London, 1956), the scientist dis­
cusses the later feelings of some of his American col­
leagues who had been involved in the decision to use the 
A-bomb: 

"The opposition between 1949 and 195 1 of so many 
atomic scientists to the H-bomb program must, I think, 
be taken as the price the American Goverment paid for 
lack of candor in 1945 . If the scientists had been told that 
Japan had been essentially defeated and was suing for 
peace, but that the dropping of the bombs won for Amer­
ica a vital diplomatic victory, since it kept the Soviet 
Union out of the Japanese peace settlement and so 
avoided the difficulties and frictions inherent in the Ger­
man surrender, I expect most would have accepted, how­
ever reluctantly, the practical wisdom of the act. They 
were not told this, but they were told that the bomb saved 
untold American lives. When they later learnt that this 
was rather unlikely, many of them must have begun to 
fear that their government might not be able to resist 
some future temptation to exploit America's atomic 
superiority .. .. " 

To sum up: That Japan was defeated and suing for 
peace before the bombs were dropped is a fact estab­
lished beyond doubt. The motivations of U.S . rulers in 
dropping the bombs anyway is, of course, a disputed 
question. But the evidence utterly fails to support the of­
ficial alibi that it was done to avoid costly battles. On the 
contrary, the evidence overwhelmingly indicates that the 
civilian populations of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were 
murdered, not to end World War II , but to launch what 
later came to be known as the cold war. 



End of oil workers' strike spurs discussion 
BY CLAIRE MORIARTY 

MARCUS HOOK, Pa. - After five 
months on strike against the British Pe­
troleum (BP) refinery here, union workers 
voted July 5 to accept the company's "final 
offer" and return to work. 

Speculation had run high that BP' s next 
move would have been to permanently re­
place the strikers . 

The final contract forces workers to ac­
cept a wage cut when out sick, mandatory 
overtime, and no amnesty for two workers 
fired for strike activities. Instead, the fir­
ings will be arbitrated. 

At the meeting of Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers union Local8-234 before 
the ratification vote, union negotiator and 
financial secretary Denis Stephano asked, 
"How can we consider a contract where 
people are fired?" Striker Robin Bryant 
said, "If it could happen to them, it could 
happen to anybody." 

The sentiment that "we all went out to­
gether and we' II all go back together" had 
echoed through the 22 weekly union meet­
ings during the strike . For five months the 
strike had remained solid. No union mem­
ber had crossed the picket lines. Foremen 
and supervisory personnel had worked 12-
hour shifts, seven days a week to keep the 
refinery operating. 

Others at the meeting expressed the view 
that there was no recourse except to sign. 
BP was refusing to budge. 

After the ratification vote, the union 
members vowed to wage a campaign to 
win back the jobs of the fired workers. In 
the refinery parking lot the first day back at 
work, returning union members donned 
black T -shirts emblazoned with the union 
logo and the names of the two fired work­
ers. 

One month earlier the union had been 
able to beat back BP's attempt to "perma­
nently lay off" 10 strikers and suspend five 
others for alleged picket-line violations . 
The company also tried to subpoena the 
union's financial records and strike-duty 
rosters. The union refused and the move 
was quashed . 

Company slanders Black workers 
When contract negotiations opened last 

January, BP's refinery manager Ed Kulin­
ski argued that government-ordered com­
pliance with affirmative action had forced 
the hiring of what BP called "untrainable" 
workers. And that, BP argued, should be 
reflected in lower wage rates. 

The union replied with a public leaflet. 
"We reject the company' s attempt to divide 
us up," it read. "Local 8-234 negotiates for 
all its members. We have no second-class 
citizens in this union!" 

The union launched a public protest 
campaign that drew wide press coverage 
and forced BP to back down. Many Black 
members of the union became very in­
volved in strike and union activities, con­
tributing greatly to its strength . 

Support was also won from union con­
tractors at BP. Although court injunctions 
limited pickets to a handful at the refinery's 
11 gates, several weeks of mass picket lines 
at the contractors' gates were honored by 
building trades workers . Construction on 
some of BP's new projects was temporarily 
halted. Many building trades workers con­
tinued to honor the pickets and several lo­
cals made significant contributions to our 
strike fund . 

Officials of British oil-worker unions 
pledged to raise the strike issues in their 
Labour Party delegations to the British Par­
liament and to confront BP on its stance on 
"racial integration and affirmative action." 

In April the Marcus Hook strikers wel­
comed Black South African labor or­
ganizer Nomonde Ngubo to the union hall. 
Ngubo, now an international representative 
of the United Mine Workers of America, 
was a founding member of the South Afri­
can National Union of Miners . She 
documented BP's role in support of the 
apartheid regime in her country. BP is the 
third largest oil company in the world and 
has more than $400 million in direct invest­
ment in South Africa. 

The local also sought alliances with 
United Mine Workers locals, especially at 
BP-owned coal mines in Illinois and In­
diana. 

Paperworkers' solidarity 
Among the first to respond to the strik­

ers' appeals were striking paperworkers 

from Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, who sent 
some 50 strikers to reinforce the pickets 
against BP last February . 

OCA W 8-234 strikers in tum attended 
the June 18 rally in Lock Haven marking 
the one-year anniversary of the strike 
against International Paper. 

Some 150 strikers at the July 5 vote 
signed petitions on behalf of Mark Curtis, a 
framed-up Iowa packinghouse worker and 
political activist. They contributed $184 
for his defense. 

During the five-month walkout, strikers 
were ineligible for unemployment benefits 
or food stamps . The OCA W International 
allocated strike benefits of only $25 per 
week. 

The local appealed for help to every 
OCA W local in the country and to workers 
in nearby plants. The thousands of dollars 
contributed kept workers going. 

This five-month strike experience 
deepened the discussions about what it will 
really take to win and the kind of unity that 
is needed on a much grander and 
worldwide scale than what the small local 
of 345 oil workers was able to accomplish . 

Claire Moriarty is a member of OCAW 
Local 8-234 in Marcus Hook, Pennsyl­
vania. 

During walkout against British Petroleum, two striking paperworkers talk with 
workers' Local 8-234 picket. 

International Paper fined $870,000 for 
safety violations at scab-run mHl 
BY JON HILLSON 

JAY, Maine - The Occupational 
Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) 
levied $873 ,220 in fines against Interna­
tional Paper Co. July 27 for hundreds of 
safety violations at IP's mill here . The cita­
tions followed a four-month OSHA inves­
tigation earlier this year. 

The penalties were reduced and the vio­
lations downgraded in negotiations be­
tween IP and OSHA. This sparked an im­
mediate protest by members of United Pa­
perworkers International Union Local 14. 
Local 14, along with members of Firemen 
and Oilers Local 246, have been on strike 
at the Jay mill since June 1987. 

Local 14 President Bill Meserve blasted 
top OSHA officials for downgrading 29 
"willful" IP safety violations to "serious," 
thereby reducing the fines nearly half a 
million dollars . "Someone should go to jail 
for the disregard of human life in some of 
these citations," he said. In tum , IP agreed 
not to contest the lower fines and citations. 

The company's aim in accepting the 
lower fines , Meserve told 450 strikers and 
supporters at the paperworkers' regular 
union/family meeting July 27, was to mini­
mize the public impact of the OSHA findings . 

IP is currently appealing $242 ,000 in 
fines meted out by OSHA last fall. The 
latest citations stem from an investigation 
prompted by a series of gas and chemical 
leaks from the Jay mill in February. One of 
the leaks forced the town of Jay to be 
evacuated. The mill is being operated by 
some I ,000 scabs . 

The July 27 union/family meeting also 
heard reports from Meserve and other 
strike activists on the union's Outreach '88 
campaign . This effort now focuses on urg­
ing UPIU-organized mills and plants to 
"work-to-rule" and resist company speed­
up. More than 40 UPIU locals are now par­
ticipating in this process . 

A national caucus of locals in the IP 
chain will be held at the UPIU national 
convention , which convenes August 8 in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, Meserve said. 

BY SUSAN LaMONT 
NEW YORK- The United Paperwork­

ers International Union announced a na­
tional consumer boycott of A von Products, 
Inc . , at a dozen news conferences around 
the country July 14. The boycott is aimed 
at building support for 3,500 striking and 
locked-out paperworkers at International 
Paper Co. mills in Jay, Maine; Lock Ha­
ven, Pennsylvania; De Pere, Wisconsin; 
and Mobile, Alabama. 

Explaining the reason for targeting 
Avon, UPIU President Wayne Glenn said, 
"Avon is a corporate ally of International 
Paper. IP board member Stanley Gault also 

serves on the board of A von. Our boycott 
of A von is just one of many messages we 
will be sending to IP and its allies." 

Other corporations and banks that share 
board members with IP are also the target 
of UPIU boycotts , including the Bank of 
Boston, and PNC Financial Corp. of 
Pittsburgh. Boycott activities will include 
leafleting A von corporate headquarters, 
plants, and retail outlets, and a 75 ,000-
piece international mailing to unions, 
women's groups, civil rights organiza-

tions, and others . 
The boycott is part of a series of solidar­

ity activities for IP workers being coordi­
nated by Corporate Campaign, Inc . , 
headed by Ray Rogers . 

At the same time, the union also an­
nounced that the National Labor Relations 
Board has ruled IP acted unlawfully when 
it permanently replaced 280 maintenance 
workers at its Mobile, Alabama, mill, 
where 1 ,250 workers have been locked out 
since March 1987. 

Boston school cutbacks embolden 
opponents of desegregation 
BY JON HILLSON 

BOSTON - A $4 million deficit in the 
1988-89 school budget has spurred moves 
to further reduce spending on public educa­
tion here. 

In May the Boston School Committee 
voted to deny access to school buses for 
7,000 middle (or junior high) school stu­
dents. Children as young as 11 years will 
have to use a combination of buses and 
trains to get to classes. 

About 25,000 of the system's 55,000 
students are currently brought to and from 
school on school buses. Several thousand 
high school students were removed from 
the yellow buses last year. 

The latest cutback could eliminate the 
jobs of up to 300 school-bus drivers . 
United Steelworkers Local 8571, which 
represents the drivers, has gone to court in 
an effort to stop the cutback. 

The city school board also voted to con­
solidate two popular bilingual education 
programs for Spanish-speaking students at 
South Boston and English high schools. 
This has been strongly protested by Latino 
students and parents . 

Programs for academically advanced stu­
dents are being reduced and layoff notices 
were sent out to about 40 teachers. 

No new school has been built in 13 
years, and others have been abandoned or 
turned into high-rent condominiums. 

The cutbacks and the resulting decline in 
public education provided the backdrop for 
foes of school desegregation to make 
another attempt to chip away at it. 

Boston School Committee members 
Juanita Wade and Thomas O'Reilly con­
ducted June hearings where they pressed 
for a plan authorizing parents to "choose" 
from a list of eight schools to send their 
children, provided desegregation quotas 
remain balanced . 

Despite the proviso, such "parental 
choice" plans enable white parents to keep 

their children out of schools attended by 
sizable numbers of Blacks. 

The draft plan also included a further 
cutback- eliminating "magnet" schools, 
specialized schools drawing children from 
all over the city. 

At the hearings on the Wade-O'Reilly 
plan, dozens of parents criticized the school 
committee's cutbacks . "We pay taxes that 
service schools in the suburbs," one Black 
parent said at a session at Madison Park 
High School. "Our schools should be as 
good as suburban schools, as good as paro­
chial schools, as good as private schools ." 

"I want my children to go to desegre­
gated schools," a white parent explained at 
the Grover Cleveland school in Dorches­
ter. "The schools need support, not cut­
backs ." 

In May, State Senate President William 
Bulger, a Democrat, introduced a measure 
calling for a pilot "open enrollment" plan 
in the Boston, Springfield, and Worcester 
school districts. Bulger participated in the 
unsuccessful fight against busing for 
school desegregation that was waged here 
in the mid-1970s . 

The $1 million plan, quickly passed by 
the house and senate, would have allowed 
parents to send their children to suburban 
schools in the affluent , predominantly 
white suburbs of Boston if the children 
were accepted by the local school districts. 

Like the plan discussed in the school 
committee, the Bulger proposal called for 
further cuts in education spending in Bos­
ton. His proposal called for paying up to 
$5,000 in "tuition" for each urban student 
accepted at suburban schools, and for sub­
tracting this amount from the budget of 
their former school system. 

In the face of protests from many labor 
and Black rights groups, Gov. Michael 
Dukakis vetoed the measure. He ordered a 
study aimed at implementing a scaled­
down experimental open-enrollment pro­
gram next year. 
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Sandinista leader discusses 
'Melton Plan' of destabilization 

On July 11 the Nicaraguan government 
ordered U.S . Ambassador Richard Melton 
and seven other embassy officials to leave 
the country. The government charged that 
the diplomats had been seeking to imple­
ment the "Melton Plan" to destabilize the 
revolution and bring about the overthrow 
of the Sandinistas. 

The day before the expulsion order, anti­
government demonstrators had provoked 
violent confrontations with the police in the 
town of Nandaime, 40 miles south of Ma­
nagua. Sandinista officials said that the 
Nandaime provocation was part of the 
"Melton Plan." 

Shortly before these events took place, 
leaders of the Sandinista National Libera­
tion Front (FSLN) had publicly pointed to 
the dangers they saw posed by the Melton 
Plan, including the preparations being 
made by opposition groups for the Nan­
daime demonstration. 

On July 7 Bayardo Arce, a member of 
the FSLN National Directorate, addressed 
a national assembly of FSLN members 
who are teachers and education workers. 
Below are excerpts from the sections of his 
speech dealing with the Melton Plan. 

The translation and subheads are by the 
Militant . 

* * * 
As we all know, our revolutionary gov­

ernment's desire for peace, and the efforts 
of the entire people headed by the FSLN to 
bring to an end the aggressive policy of the 
Reagan government against our country, 
have been bearing fruit. That aggressive 
policy has been increasingly isolated. 

Our efforts have been bearing fruit in the 
growing possibilities of peace, which will 
allow us to confront the economic and so­
cial problems of the country. 

Sabotage of peace process 
This has given rise to sustained efforts 

by the Reagan administration to reverse 
this situation, which is unfavorable for it. 
Since the signing of the Guatemala [peace] 
accords, which began to mark the collapse 
of Reagan' s aggressive policy and which 
led to the Sapoa accords [between the 
Nicaraguan government and the contras], 
the Reagan administration has been trying 
to sabotage both efforts . 

First, it has been maintaining pressure 
on the Central American governments so 
that none of them will implement the Gua-

temala accords, and to destabilize those 
governments in the area that are most in­
clined toward this peace process. 

Likewise, immediately after the Sapoa 
agreements were signed, the leaders of the 
mercenary force who signed that agree­
ment began to be purged from their leader­
ship posts. They began to be arrested 
shamelessly in Honduras and deported to 
the United States . They began to be elimi­
nated from the negotiating table. 

And today, at this stage, the U.S. gov­
ernment's mercenary representatives at the 
negotiating table don' t conceal their cyni­
cism in beginning to call the Guatemala 
and Sapoa accords dead. This is so they 
can say that since it has been impossible to 
move forward in the concretization of those 
agreements, it is necessary to seek other al­
ternatives. 

'Government of national salvation' 
And how are they trying to reach that ob­

jective right now? By saying the negoti­
ating process is finished. By saying the 
peace accords are dead. And by putting 
forward the need for a government of na­
tional salvation. 

Such a government of national salvation 
could only be conceived of with the depar­
ture from power of the FSLN and its re­
placement by the Nicaraguan opposition. 

And in trying to bring this about, they 
are attempting to create a situation of chaos 
inside the country. They have the vain illu­
sion that it is going to be possible to ma­
nipulate the economic and material dif­
ficulties of our people. 

Through strikes, protests, and marches 
they will try to create a situation that will 
make it possible to call on the international 
community to come in and mediate be­
tween the unpopular government of the 
Sandinistas and the dissatisfied population , 
which is about to revolt against this gov­
ernment. 

That is what the [Melton] Plan consists 
of: trying to create the illusion that 
everyone is against the government. That 
the workers, the peasants, the teachers , the 
producers , everyone is against the revolu­
tionary government. 

Even the daily La Prensa, the organ of 
the U.S. embassy and of the counterrevolu­
tion , dares to say that the revolutionary 
government must be brought to an end, if 
not by peaceful means then by other 
means. 

Subscribe to 'Perspectiva Mundial' 
Action Program to meet economic crisis 

14 

As a reader of the Militant 
you are familiar with our week­
ly coverage of the struggles of 
working people around the 
world. 

If you can read or are study­
ing Spanish, there is a com­
plementary monthly magazine 
for you: Perspectiva Mundial. 
PM is a Spanish-language so­
cialist magazine that carries 
many of the same articles you 
read in the Militant. 

The July/ August issue of PM 
features an II Action Program to 
Confront the Coming Econom­
ic Crisis. II This document, 
adopted by the Socialist Work­
ers Party National Committee, 
takes up the political conse­
quences for working people of 
the October 1987 stock market 
crash. 

Also featured is an interview 
with Rafael 11Fafa 11 Taveras, 
president of the Anti-Imperi­
alist Organizations of the Ca­
ribbean and Central America 
and general secretary of the So­
cialist Bloc of the Dominican Re­
public. 
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Of course, it is not that they think they 
are going to succeed in luring the popular 
masses into action against their own gov­
ernment. What they are trying to create is 
an image of chaos, an image of rejection of 
the revolution, in order to call for interna­
tional mediation. 

In this framework, they plan to involve 
the president of Costa Rica [Oscar Arias] . 
They have planned on going next week to 
Oscar Arias, for him to take charge of 
forming a group to come mediate between 
the government and the people, who won't 
put up any longer with this government. 
The group would come to see how the San­
dinistas give up power and how the govern­
ment of national salvation emerges. 

And that is the proposal that can be seen 
blatantly in the speeches of the lackeys of 
imperialism. Those who are receiving the 
backing of the U.S . embassy to create all 
this commotion inside the country. Those 
who are scheduling demonstrations every 
day. 

Show of force in Nandaime 
This Sunday [July 10] they are going to 

put on another show of force in Nandaime. 
Of course, from Nandaime will come their 
four cats and the rest will be the famous 
portable [crowd] from all over the country. 

And to protect themselves , they are 
going to bring some U.S. congressmen 
who are coming Saturday. Twelve con­
gressmen in the lead so the fearsome Black 
Berets [a reference to the Sandinista police] 
won't mistreat them. 

Then, in that supposed chaos in which 
the entire population rises up against the 
government and the whole world protests, 
it would be necessary to come in and 
mediate. 

They even point to the experience of 
1978, when the Somoza dictatorship found 
itself checkmated by the insurrectional pro­
cess of the FSLN and the armed people. 
Imperialism tried to save Somoza at the last 
minute with mediation by the Organization 
of American States. 

They say that it is necessary to do what 
was done in 1978. That is the Melton Plan. 

Manipulation of teachers 
And it is obvious that they have also 

begun to work among teachers. They have 
begun some activity in Masaya, here in 
Managua, in some schools. 

They start with objective facts and legiti­
mate demands of the teachers, which, al­
though objective and legitimate, cannot be 
fully satisfied by the revolution. 

It must be borne in mind that some of the 
teachers who belong to those right-wing 
parties aren't experiencing the same eco­
nomic difficulties as all the other teachers 
because they get paid, even in dollars, by 
these parties. This is the pay that the U.S. 
embassy sends them. 

They have sometimes been able to con­
fuse some sectors of the teachers. Even 
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healthy teachers , who have nothing to do 
with this grand plan and this imperialist 
manipulation, sometimes say perhaps a 
strike is necessary to force the government 
to give in. 

And sometimes one or another teacher in 
the recent student elections of the FES 
[Federation of Secondary Students] said 
that they were going to make the revolution 
pay by encouraging students to vote for the 
right wing, so that the revolution would 
feel the sting for not paying attention to the 
teachers' demands. We didn ' t feel the sting 
very much because the revolutionaries won 
the elections. The two candidates of the JS 
[Sandinista Youth] came in first. 

But we can' t rest on our laurels when we 
see the extensive movement of cadres of 
the CIA in the U.S. embassy. They are 
moving throughout the country, seeking to 
put together this image of popular dissatis­
faction that will permit them to set in mo­
tion their new negotiation, that is, for 
everyone to come to pressure the Nicara­
guan government. It's evident that their 
agents are moving around and, based on 
objective problems, trying to create mal­
contents among different sectors of the 
population. 

It is for this reason that we thought it 
useful to have this meeting. The Sandinista 
Front has been, is, and will be the van­
guard of our people, the leader of all our 
people. It has been in the forefront and has 
led our people in all the battles against the 
dictatorship, the economic blockade, the 
mining of the ports , and against the cam­
paign to isolate us internationally. 

If the FSLN has been in the forefront 
during more than six years of confronting 
the counterrevolutionary war, of the effort 
to produce without supplies, without a sta­
ble supply of oil, with the energy crisis, 
then we have to continue playing this role 
with a consistent and exemplary stance on 
the part of the Sandinista ranks. 

U.S. bars Nicaragua health workers 
from international AIDS conference 
BY JON HILLSON 

BOSTON, - The refusal of the U.S. 
government to grant visas to a three-mem­
ber health ministry advisory team from 
Nicaragua, set to speak at the second Inter­
national Lesbian and Gay Health Confer­
ence and AIDS Forum assembled here, 
sparked angry protest from more than 
1,400 convention participants. 

The Nicaraguan team was scheduled to 
describe educational and preventative mea­
sures to deal with Acquired Immune Defi­
ciency Syndrome (AIDS). 

"AIDS is an international health crisis," 
Ellen Ratner, president of the National 
Lesbian and Gay Foundation , a conference 
cosponsor, said at a news briefing July 21, 
in the wake of the State Department' s deci­
sion. "AIDS knows no geographic bound­
aries nor political ideologies," she said . 

To deny conference participants the ben­
efit of the Nicaraguans' experience and ex­
pertise is a dramatic loss , Ratner said , for 
activists and anybody at risk from AIDS 
throughout the world. 

Dr. Peter Hawly, president ofthe Ameri-

can Association of Physicians for Human 
Rights , a cosponsor of the conference, 
hailed Nicaragua's AIDS-related health and 
public education initiatives. The Nicara­
guan program, he told the news confer­
ence, "has been effective despite the lack 
of adequate financial resources, technol­
ogy, or an extensive network of profes­
sional health care. It is a model for all of 
Latin America and for other financially 
strapped developing nations. 

"The Reagan administration's decision 
to deny entry to the Nicaraguan health pro­
viders is a slap in the face to those who are 
acting as responsible world citizens ," 
Hawley said . 

Protest statements were also made by 
U.S . representatives Barney Frank (D. ­
Mass .) and Gerry Studds (D .-Mass .), who 
addressed the conference. 

The gathering drew activists, health 
workers, doctors , nurses, and researchers 
from 15 countries , including the United 
States, to share information, exchange ex­
periences and "prepare an agenda" to step 
up the fight against AIDS, said Ratner. 



10-year-old victim of U.S.-backed war in El Salvador. 

BY MAURA RODRIGUEZ 
Humberto Centeno, general secretary of 

the National Union of Salvadoran Workers 
(UNTS), the broadest labor federation in El 
Salvador, used to be a telegraphist in the 
Telecommunications Workers Union 
(ASTTEL), and national president of the 
union. I met him in April in San Salvador 
as part of a delegation of visitors from the 
United States. 

For the last eight years, Washington has 
spent more than $3 billion to support the 
Salvadoran regime in a war against its own 
people. 

So far, 70,000 have died at the hands of 
the Salvadoran military, more than 7,000 
have been disappeared by paramilitary 
death squads, and a third of the population 
has been displaced from their homes by the 
war. El Salvador has an unpayable foreign 
debt and stagnant economy. 

Company run by military 
ASTTEL organizes the national telecom­

munications monopoly, ANTEL. The com­
pany is currently run by Col. Mauricio 
Vides Casanova. 

The telecommunications monopoly han­
dles all the telephone, telex, and broadcast­
ing in the country . ANTEL is one of two 
centers for the Salvadoran National Securi­
ty Agency . 

Col. Roberto Santibinez, former head of 
the security agency, specifically linked two 
former ANTEL directors and Casanova to 
the founding and direction of the right­
wing death squads. 

There are more than 6,000 employees in 
the ANTEL system; the union organizes 
4,800 of them, including production work­
ers, administrative employees, technicians 
and service workers. 

In 1986 the government barred AS TIEL 
executive committee members from com­
pany premises. They can't even go as pri­
vate citizens to the telegraph office. 

The average wage in the system is 40 
cents per hour. For comparison, a pound of 
beans in May cost around 90 cents and a 
pound of rice 40 cents . Both are staples in 
the country's diet. Real wages have fallen 
60 percent since 1980. Some 35 percent of 
ANTEL employees live in slums; 20 per­
cent of the work force is illiterate. 

14-year probation 
One-quarter of the workers are illegally 

kept on probation for extended periods ­
some for more than 14 years . This allows 
the company to cheat them out of sick 
leave, pension, health benefits, vacation, 
and job security. 

ANTEL has no grievance procedure and 
no overtime pay. The bosses can fire a 
worker for being late once. They can puni­
tively transfer, suspend, or lower the 
wages of workers seen talking to executive 
board members of the union . The company 
has fired more than 30 union leaders and 
transferred more than 80 in an effort to de­
stroy locals. 

As of a little more than a year ago, all 
workplaces in El Salvador are permanently 
militarized. There is a continuous presence 
of military personnel armed with automatic 
weapons. 

Twenty percent of the ANTEL workers 
have jobs in the countryside . They are 
forced to live at their work sites, where 
they are on call 24 hours a day, six days a 
week. They are allowed one visit to their 
families per year. 

Workers have no health plan , and there 
is only one company-run health clinic in 

the capital, San Salvador. It is equipped 
only for minor ailments. Clinic medicines 
and nurses are being transferred to the mil­
itary hospital. 

There are no safety standards at ANTEL. 
In 1986, a severe earthquake left the cen­
tral ANTEL plant in San Salvador "struc­
turally unsound," according to a special 
government commission. More than 500 
workers , under threat of being fired are 
forced to work there. 

The telecommunications union was or­
ganized in October 1984. On December 7 
of that year, it signed a "directive," an un­
official contract with the company. 
ASTTEL did not yet have legal status. The 
company agreed to certain minimum bene­
fits: retirement after 30 years regardless of 
age, an eight-hour day, a general raise the 
following year, and incorporation into the 
permanent work force of contract workers 
who have 15 years or more with the com­
pany . 

In January 1985, the company reneged 
on the agreement. It said the union was 
communist and refused to negotiate. In­
stead, the employers set up a parallel com­
pany union, with the help of the CIA­
funded American Institute for Free Labor 
Development (AIFLD), and offered it the 
same package as ASTTEL. Three months 
later the ANTEL military dubbed their own 
company union communist also. Today, 
the AIFLD union has a paper executive 
board as its only members. 

On April 23, 1985 , the Ministry of 
Labor extended legal status to AS TIEL ­
as an "association" instead of a union -
when it threatened to strike. To this day it 
is formally prohibited from striking. 

Nonetheless, the next month, ASTTEL 
went on a two-day strike to force the com­
pany to honor the agreement already 
signed. ASTTEL won a $25 bonus. This 
broke a wage freeze the government had 
imposed on public employees since 1980. 

On Nov. 8, 1985, AS TIEL went out on 
strike for 19 days to win the release of its 
general secretary , Humberto Centeno. He 
and his two sons were kidnapped by Trea­
sury Police. Centeno was released but his 
sons were tortured for two weeks and im­
prisoned for two years. They were never 
brought to trial. 

In 1986, the company had not yet hon­
ored the agreement they signed , forcing the 
union out on a 55-day strike starting April 
14. Despite many attempts by the union to 
meet with the company since then, the 
company has refused. ASTTEL has been 
working without a contract for two and a 
half years. 

On June 17, 1987, ASTTEL conducted a 
work stoppage, demanding a raise of $1 2 
per month, unemployment benefits, better 
pension benefits , and removal of workers 
from the earthquake-damaged central fa-

Humberto Centeno 
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cilities to a safe building. The company re­
taliated by locking ASTTEL leaders out 
and threatening to arrest them. 

The next month, the executive board 
conquered access to work sites once again, 
by bringing along international observers. 

Death squads hit 
The first murder of an AS TIEL member 

by right-wing death squads happened in De­
cember 1987. The union put the blame on 
company-government collusion. ASTTEL 
has suffered six such assassinations and 
disappearances in the first six months of 

this year. Centeno himself was captured 
and tortured. He was released as a result of 
protests, including in the United States. 

The ASTTEL leadership, like a growing 
number of other union leaders, recognizes 
that the problems of its members cannot be 
resolved while civil war is raging in El Sal­
vador. 

The National Union of Salvadoran 
Workers advocates a dialogue among all 
belligerent parties, seeking in the long run 
the establishment of a government of broad 
national consensus and popular participa­
tion . 

-WORlD NEWS BRIEfS--
Reagan plans covert 
actions against Panama 

U.S . President Ronald Reagan has 
signed an order authorizing the Central 
Intelligence Agency to put into motion 
new covert actions aimed at destabiliz­
ing and toppling the Panamanian gov­
ernment. The plan reportedly includes 
further attacks on Panama's economy, 
funneling assistance to government op­
ponents, and bolstering dissident mili­
tary officers in hopes that they would 
overthrow the government. 

According to the July 27 Washington 
Post, Reagan has informed Congress 
and former Panamanian president Eric 
Arturo Delvalle of the plan. Delvalle 
was removed as president of Panama by 
that country's national assembly after he 
attempted to dismiss Gen. Manuel Nor­
iega as chief of the Panama Defense 
Forces. Washington continues to recog­
nize Delvalle as president of Panama. 

A two-year campaign against Panama 
intensified on February 5 when two U.S . 
grand juries handed down indictments 
against Noriega and 15 others . They were 
charged with conspiring to smuggle 
massive quantities of illegal drugs into 
the United States and laundering profits 
from drug sales through Panamanian 
banks. 

From the start, Panamanian officials 
have explained that the U.S. campaign 
against their country is the result of their 
refusal to back Washington' s efforts to 
overthrow the Nicaraguan government 
and their insistence on the implementa­
tion of accords signed with Washington 
that would put the Panama Canal under 
Panamanian control at the end of 1999 . 

Cuba donates tons of 
sugar to Palestinians 

Cuban Minister of Foreign Relations 
Isidoro Malmierca, announced that the 
Cuban government has donated 500 tons 
of sugar for the Palestinians living in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. The announcement was made dur­
ing a July I reception for Imad Jada'a, 
Palestine Liberation Organization am­
bassador to Cuba. 

Reporting the announcement, the July 
2 Cuban Communist Party daily Granma 
stated, "This modest donation is a ges­
ture of the limitless solidarity of the 
party , government , and people of Cuba 
with the just cause of the Palestinian 
people for the recovery of their legiti-

mate rights and the constitution of an in­
dependent state in Palestine under the 
leadership of the PLO, their sole and 
legitimate representative." 

Granma hailed the courageous strug­
gle of Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza who for "more than 200 days had 
been taking growing actions of civil pro­
tests against the barbaric repression of 
the Zionist military and paramilitary 
forces." 

Malmierca was accompanied by Luis 
Mendez Morejon, secretary of the Na­
tional Assembly of People's Power and 
president of the National Committee to 
Support the Palestinian Uprising. Men­
dez Morejon explained the committee's 
plans to support the struggle of the Pal­
estinian people. 

Handicapped protest 
Seoul special Olympics 

Some 200 handicapped people dem­
onstrated in downtown Seoul, South 
Korea, July 7. The protesters demanded 
that the planned special Olympics for 
handicapped athletes, scheduled to be 
held later this year, be canceled. 

The demonstrators said it was shame­
fu l for the South Korean government to 
hold the special games while it has failed 
to provide sufficient welfare facilities 
for tens of thousands of disabled people 
in the country. 

Seoul will also be the sight of the 
1988 Summer Olympic games. Charg­
ing that North Korea or "terrorist" groups 
may stage attacks at the games, the 
Seoul government has substantially in­
creased the presence of soldiers and 
police in the capital. 

Gen . Yook Wan Sik, chief of security 
coordination and control of the Olym­
pics, commands a special task force of 
100,000 police and soldiers . During the 
games South Korea's 620,000-member 
armed forces and 120,000-strong police 
force will be on alert. So will the 40,000 
U.S. troops stationed in the country. 

Until recently, the Seoul government 
and the International Olympic Commit­
tee had rejected a demand by the North 
Korean government that events at the 
games be divided fairly between North 
and South. According to the July 28 New 
York Times Seoul has agreed to hold 
general discussions on relations between 
North and South that would include the 
North' s participation in the Olympic 
games. 
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-THE GREAT SOCIETY---------------
funds. Nice touch - The Philadelphia 

cops now have a 1 0-ton truck 
equipped with armor plate, a bat­
tering ram, and gunports. Capt. 
Thomas Rambo says it's useful 

Harry 
Ring 

checked weekly -was giving out 
a 25 percent overdose of gamma 
rays for five months. A letter as­
sured that the overdose was "not 
large enough to cause most [!] pa­
tients any problem." 

Un-American American flags 
-"A flag sent to us from abroad 
is not the integral part of our coun­
try it is meant to be. How then 
could an American flag made in 
another country be a true Ameri­
can flag?" - Rep. Harley Stag­
gers Jr., father of the "flag fidel­
ity" bill to bar imports of U.S. 
flags. 

we speculated about where to get 
one, an old Wobbly piped up, "Pin 
a dollar bill on a stick." 

Oh - White House aide Marlin 
Fitzwater says the prez can help 
create jobs by vetoing a bill pro­
viding that workers get notice of a 
plant closing. Requiring such 
notice, · Fitzwater said, would 
make it "more difficult to expand 
plant capacity and create more em­
ployment." 

Screech city - According to 
Bendix Brakes, many drivers jam 
on the brakes when they see a 
pothole and this , they advise, isn't 
a good idea. We don't know about 
other cities, but in the Big Apple if 
people hit the brakes every time 
they saw a pothole, they wouldn't 
get very far. 

age income of buyers has been 
$80,000, but that people making 
as little as $60,000 can swing it. 
"The housing here," he explained, 
"is meant to be affordable for most 
people." 

The fun society- A US Air 
in-flight catalog offers the Phone 
Guard, a device that signals if 
someone is listening in on an ex­
tension. A footnote adds , "Remem­
ber, everything you order from 
this catalog is guaranteed . .. and 
guaranteed to be fun to use ." 

under gunfire and to breach bar­
ricades. It was brought downtown 
for last year's Constitution celeb­
ration, but wasn't needed. 

Not to worry - A hospital in 
Exeter, England, notified 131 
cancer patients that a radiotherapy 
machine - which should be 

P.S. - Back in the 1930s we 
were involved in organizing a rally 
of the unemployed. Someone said 
the law required we have an 
American flag on the platform. As 

Simple, humane- In Lowell, 
Massachusetts, the housing short­
age has caused Southeast Asian 
immigrants to be jam-packed into 
tenements . Bayard Waring, of the 
U.S. Education Department, re­
commended evicting them. Put­
ting tenants in the street, he said, 
will spur Congress to allocate 

Fraud at the polls? - Diet 
Coke and Diet Pepsi both claim 
they've been proven best by taste 
test. Both are demanding that TV 
yank the others' ads as mislead­
ing. 

We'll take a duplex -New­
port, a yuppie housing develop­
ment in Jersey City, is adding on a 
condo. The builder says the aver-

Thought for the week - "The 
Democrats brought to Atlanta no 
noticeable passion except for look­
ing as much as they could like Re­
publicans. They need not have 
worried. They already did." 
Columnist Murray Kempton. 

-CALENDAR----------------------------
CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco 
Homage to Roque Dalton. Poetry reading, El 
Meeting, a play in one act. Fri., Aug. 12 and 
Sat., Aug. 13, 8 p.m. Mission Cultural Center, 
2868 Mission St. Donation: $5. Sponsor: 
Codices and Mission Cultural Center. 

Chicano Moratorium Day Commemoration. 
Speakers, food, music, books. Sat., Aug. 27, 
noon to 6 p.m. Dolores Park (18th and Do­
lores). Sponsor: Bay Area Chicano Moratorium 

Coalition. For more information call (415) 276-
5016. 

Concert for Peace With Sovereignty and In­
dependence in El Salvador. Benefit for Salva­
doran Association of Cultural Workers. Featur­
ing Sumpul Atonal, Supay, and Kamanchaka. 
Sat. , Aug. 27, 7 p.m. York Theater, 2789 24th 
St. Donation: $8. Sponsor: La Casa de Ia Cul­
tura Salvadoreiia. For more information call 
(415) 864-8339. 

Korea Today: Is Korea an Economic Mira­
cle? Slideshow and talk by Minn Chung. Trans-

ACTION PROGRAM 
AVAILABLE 

IN PAMPHLET 
Pathfinder has just 
published "An Action 
Program to Confront the 
Coming Economic Crisis" 
proposed by the Socialist 
Workers Party National 
Committee. With preface 
by James Warren, SWP 
candidate for president. 
Also includes "The Fight 
for a Shorter Workweek, 
Yesterday and Today" by 
Doug Jenness. 
The pamphlet will appear 
soon in Spanish. 

ORDER YOUR BUNDLE 
NOW! 
Pathfinder, 410 West St., 
New York, N.Y. 10014. 
$1 each, with a 50 
percent discount on 
orders of 1 0 or more. 
(Free for prisoners.) 

Send _ 100 _ 50 _10 
How many in English?_ 
How many in Spanish?_ 
Enclosed is $ ____ _ 
Name ______________ _ 
Address ______ _ 

City - - ------
State Zip ___ __ 

lation to Spanish. Sat., Aug. 27, 7:30 p.m. 
3284 23rd St. (near Mission) . Donation: $2. 
Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum. For more infor­
mation call (415) 282-6255. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Concert in Support of the Puerto Rico/Hart­
ford 15. Sandra Roldan. Special guests, 
Yvonne Melendez and Elfas Castro, Puerto 
Rico/Hartford 15 defendants. Sat., Aug. 6, 8 
p.m. to 2 a.m. Tin Pan Alley, 220 W. 49th St. 
Donation: $10. Sponsor: Puerto Rican Commit-

tee Against Repression. For more information 
call (718) 927-9065, (212) 795-0379. 

The Philippines Today: An Eyewitness Re­
port. Speaker: Patti Iiyama, recently returned 
from solidarity tour. Translation to Spanish. 
Sat. , Aug. 13,7:30 p.m. 79 Leonard St. Dona­
tion: $3. Sponsor: Militant Labor Forum/Foro 
Perspectiva Mundial. For more information call 
(212) 226-8445. 

Puerto Rico: 90 Years of Resistance, Inde­
pendence for Puerto Rico! March to the 
United Nations. Mon., Aug. 15. Assemble for 
march at noon at !16th St. and Lexington Ave., 
rally at 4:30p.m. at UN. 

Haitian farm workers demand residency 
BY ROBERT KOPEC 

MIAMI - More than 300 Haitians, 
many of them undocumented farm work­
ers, marched under a searing sun to the of­
fices of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) here July 23. 

Chanting "Justice to Haitians" and car­
rying placards that read "Greencards for 
farm workers," the marchers demanded res­
idence status for the tens of thousands of 
undocumented immigrants who have been 
working for many years on U.S. farms and 
qualify for amnesty under the new immi­
gration laws. 

This was the latest of several rallies held 
here by Haitian farm workers in support of 
a class-action suit filed on behalf of all 
migrant farm workers nationwide. The 
suit, filed June 13 in federal court, was 
brought by 17 Haitian and Mexican farm 
workers, the Haitian Refugee Center, and 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Palm 
Beach. The legal action is seeking to 
change INS policy under which tens of 
thousands of migrant workers have been 
denied temporary residence work permits. 

According to the immigration reform 
laws approved by Congress in 1986, sea­
sonal farm workers may obtain legal resi­
dence status if they can prove they worked 
for 90 days on U.S. farms in the year pre­
ceding May 1986. 

Because of the " illegal" status imposed 
by the government on immigrant workers, 
most farm workers are paid in cash and the 
growers rarely keep payroll records -pre­
ferring to pay "under the table." 

The INS initially accepted affidavits 
signed by the growers as sufficient evi­
dence for granting residence status to their 
employees. The INS even created a special 
Employer Affidavit form for this purpose. 
However, in September 1987 the INS de­
cided it would no longer accept these forms 
as sufficient evidence of employment. 
Thousands of farm workers were thus de­
nied residency. 

The suit also charges that those whose 
residency applications are rejected are 
being denied due process. The INS does 
not inform them on what evidence they are 
rejected, nor do the farm workers get the 
chance to confront any witnesses the INS 
may have against them. In addition, the 
suit charges, applicants are not provided 
adequate . translation when interviewed by 
the INS. Applicants denied residency 
status are immediately subject to deporta­
tion. 

"We suffer enough back home in Haiti ," 
a woman farm worker told this reporter at 
the July 23 rally, "and we come here and 
have to go through the same thing all over 
again." 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP---------------
Where to ftnd the Socialist Workers Party, 

Young Socialist Alliance, and Pathfinder 
bookstores. 

ALABAMA: Birmingham: SWP, YSA, 
1306 1st Ave. N. Mailing address: P.O. Box 
11963. Zip: 35202. Tel: (205) 323-3079. 

ARIZONA: Phoenix: SWP, YSA, 1809 W. 
Indian School Rd. Zip: 85015. Tel: (602) 279-
5850 . Tucson: YSA, c/o Ursula Kolb, P.O. 
Box 853. Zip: 85702-0852. Tel: (602) 795-
2146. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: SWP, YSA, 
2546 W. Pico Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-
9460. Oakland: SWP, YSA, 3702 Telegraph 
Ave. Zip: 94609. Tel: (415) 420-1165. San 
FriUICisco: SWP, YSA, 3284 23rd St. Zip: 
94110. Tel: (415) 282-6255. Seaside: YSA, c/o 
Brian Olewude, 1790 Havana St. Zip: 93955. 
Tel: (408) 394-7948. 

FLORIDA: Miami: SWP, YSA, 1_37 NE 
54th St. Mailing address: P.O . Box 370486. 
Zip: 33137. Tel: (305) 756-1020. Tallahassee: 
YSA, P.O. Box 20715. Zip: 32316. Tel: (904) 
877-9338. 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: SWP, YSA, 132 Cone 
St. NW, 2nd Floor. Zip: 30303. Tel: (404) 577-
4065. 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: SWP, YSA, 6826 S. 
Stony Island Ave. Zip: 60649. Tel: (31 2) 363-
7322. 

INDIANA: Muncie: YSA, c/o Brian 
Johnson, 619112 N. Dill St. Zip: 47303. Tel: 
(317) 747-8543. 

IOWA: Des Moines: SWP, YSA, 2105 For­
est Ave. Zip: 50311. Tel: (515) 246-1695. 

LOUISIANA: New Orleans: YSA, P.O. 
Box 53224. Zip: 70153. Tel: (504) 484-6418. 

MARYLAND: Baltimore: SWP, YSA, 
2913 Greenmount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 
235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS: Amherst: YSA. c/o 
David Warshawshky, P.O. Box 1383, Hamp­
shire College. Zip: 01002. Tel: (413) 549-4843. 
Boston: SWP, YSA, 605 Massachusetts Ave. 
Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: SWP, YSA, 5019'12 
Woodward Ave. Zip: 48202. Tel : (313) 83 1-
11 77. 

MINNESOTA: Austin: SWP, YSA, 407 112 
N. Main Zip: 55912. Tel: (507) 433-3461. 
Twin Cities: SWP, YSA, 508 N. Snelling 
Ave ., St. Paul. Zip: 55 104. Tel: (61 2) 644-
6325. 

MISSOURI: Kansas City: SWP, YSA, 
4725 Troost. Zip: 64110. Tel: (816) 753-0224. 
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St. Louis: SWP, YSA, 4907 Martin Luther 
King Dr. Zip: 63 11 3. Tel: (314) 361-0250. 

NEBRASKA: Omaha: SWP, YSA, 140 S. 
40th St. Zip: 68131. Tel: (402) 553-0245 . 

NEW JERSEY: Newark: SWP, YSA, 141 
Halsey. Zip: 07102. Tel: (201) 643-3341. New 
Brunswick: YSA, c/o Keith Jordan , 149 Somer­
set St. Zip: 08903. Tel : (201) 828-1874. 

NEW YORK: Albany: YSA, c/o Lisa Sand­
berg, 120 Lark St . Zip: 12210. Tel: (5 18)463-
8001. Mid-Hudson: YSA, Box 1042, Annan­
dale. Zip: 12504. Tel: (914) 758-0408. New 
York: SWP, YSA, 79 Leonard St. Zip: 
10013. Tel : (212) 219-3679 or 925-1668. 
Pathfinder Books, 226-8445. Stony Brook: 
YSA, P.O. Box 1384, Patchogue, N.Y. Zip: 
11772. 

NORTH CAROLINA: Greensboro: SWP, 
YSA, 2219 E Market. Zip: 27401 . Tel: (919) 
272-5996. 

OHIO: Cleveland: SWP, YSA, 252 1 Mar­
ket Ave . Zip: 44113. Tel: (216) 861-6150. 
Columbus: YSA, P.O. Box 02097. Zip: 
43202. 

OREGON: Portland: SWP, YSA, 2732 NE 
Union. Zip: 97212. Tel: (503) 287-7416. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Edinboro: YSA, c/o 
Mark Mateja, Edinboro University of Pa. Zip: 

16412. Tel: (814) 398-2754. Philadelphia: SWP, 
YSA, 2744 Germantown Ave. Zip: 19133. Tel: 
(215) 225-0213. Pittsburgh: SWP, YSA, 4905 
Penn Ave . Zip: 15224. Tel: (41 2) 362-6767. 

TEXAS: Austin: YSA, c/o Mike Rose, 7409 
Berkman Dr. Zip: 78752. Tel. (512) 452-3923. 
Houston: SWP, YSA, 4806 Almeda. Zip: 77004. 
Tel : (713) 522-8054. 

UTAH: Price: SWP, YSA, 255 E. Main St ., 
No. I . Mailing address: P.O. Box 758. Zip: 
84501. Tel: (801) 637-6294. Salt Lake City: 
SWP. YSA, 147 E. 900 South. Zip: 841 11 . Tel: 
(801) 355-11 24. 

VIRGINIA: Portsmouth: YSA, P.O. Box 
6538, Churchland Station. Zip: 23707. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: SWP, YSA, 
3165 Mt. Pleasant St . NW. Zip: 20010. Tel: 
(202) 797-7699, 797-702 1. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: SWP, YSA, 
55 17 Rainier Ave. South . Zip: 98118. Tel : 
(206) 723-5330. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Charleston: SWP, 
YSA, 11 6 McFarland St. Zip: 25301. Tel: (304) 
345-3040. Morgantown: SWP, YSA, 221 
Pleasant St. Zip: 26505. Tel: (304) 296-0055. 

WISCONSIN: Milwaukee: SWP, YSA, 
4707 W. Lisbon Ave . Zip: 53208. Tel: (414) 
445-2076. 



Jordan's Hussein: friend of Palestinians? 
Continued from front page 
the closing of the bridges connecting the 
West Bank and Jordan. These are the prin­
cipal means for Palestinians to travel to 
Jordan and other Arab countries where 
many of them have relatives. 

Jordan was created as a separate entity 
after World War I by the British colo­
nialists, who also established the Hashem­
ite monarchy to rule that country . Hussein 
is the third Hashemite king of Jordan . 

Today, nearly two-thirds of the Jorda­
nian population of 2.8 million are Palestin­
ians. 

Hussein's speech reflected his deep con­
cern that the Palestinians in Jordan not be 
inspired to rebellion by the West Bank and 
Gaza uprising. 

"Jordan is not Palestine," he warned. 
He reiterated, "In addition to the Pales­

tine Liberation Organization's ambition to 
embody the Palestinian identity on Pales­
tinian national soil, there should be the sep­
aration of the West Bank from the Hash­
emite kingdom of Jordan ." 

Despite Jordan's financial role in the 
West Bank, Hussein has never been able to 
build a significant political base among the 
Palestinians. 

In the period when Jordan held the West 
Bank its rule was harsh, and little was done 
to improve the lot of Palestinians. 

and the PLO as their only representatives." 
And a dispatch to the New York Times 

from the West Bank the same day reported 
that, "Across the West Bank, many Pales­
tinians expressed joy today over King Hus­
sein's decision." 

A Palestinian college student told the 
Times reporter that he saw the Jordanian 
move as "a tremendous victory" for the up­
rising . A half dozen other youth nodded in 
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agreement as he declared, "We don't need 
Jordan. This is what we have waited for 20 
years. Now this is really going to become a 
Palestinian state." 

Meanwhile, Washington continued to 
insist that Hussein continue to assist its ef­
forts to impose a "peace" plan crafted to 
thwart the Palestinian liberation struggle . 

Despite apparent objections by the Is­
raeli government, and, also, apparent cool­
ness by neighboring Arab regimes, Secre­
tary of State George Shultz has shuttled 
around the Mideast promoting Washing­
ton's plan. 

Never publicly spelled out, it is said to 
offer unspecified Palestinians some role in 
governing some unspecified area of Pales­
tine . 

Responding to Hussein's declaration, 
Shultz declared that the king "has to be a 
partner" in any negotiations with Israel. 

Meanwhile, an unnamed State Depart­
ment official told the New York Times that 
the Hussein move was intended to put the 
PLO on the spot. 

Cutting off financial assistance to the 
West Bank, he reasoned, could create a 
crisis the PLO would be unable to resolve 
and this would diminish its authority. In his 
view, Hussein calculates that eventually 
"the West Bank Palestinians will come to 

their senses and may decide that the ulti­
mate solution is a confederation of the 
West Bank with Jordan." 

The Times noted that President Reagan 
had floated such a confederation plan in 
1982. The president had said, "Self-gov­
ernment by the Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza in association with Jordan 
offers the best chance for durable, just, and 
lasting peace." 

State Department officials also specu­
lated that Hussein, in part, wants to see an 
end to the Palestinian uprising because it 
would improve his prospects for getting a 
renewed supply of sophisticated military 
weapons and aircraft from Washington. 

In his declaration cutting ties with the 
West Bank, Hussein had stated, "Jordan 
will not give up its commitment to take part 
in the peace process ." 

The Jordanian monarch may favor a 
nominally independent West Bank under 
Jordanian military and political domina­
tion. But he mortally fears a genuinely in­
dependent Palestinian state . 

He knows that the very struggle to over­
tum the Israeli government and establish 
such a state would galvanize the nearly 2 
million Palestinians living in Jordan. They 
could very well decide they want to be part 
of a democratic Palestine. That would spell 
the finish for the Hussein regime. 

Within Jordan, over the years, the re­
gime has tried to curb the power of the 
PLO. In 1968 government troops shelled 
Palestinian refugee camps there in an un­
successful bid to hold the movement back. 

Nicaraguans greet vets' peace convoy 
In September 1970 - "Black Sep­

tember" - a bloody attack was unleashed 
against refugee camps in the capital city of 
Amman. Thousands of Palestinians were 
killed and PLO guerrilla fighters were 
forced out of the country . 

When the present uprising in Gaza and 
the West Bank began last December, Hus­
sein was quick to try to blunt its impact 
within Jordan. In January 33 Palestinian 
activists were jailed. 

In the West Bank, the uprising has in­
creased Hussein's political isolation. 

A Jerusalem dispatch to the August 2 
Washington Post reported: "The nearly 
eight-month-old revolt saw Hussein's last 
remaining support and prestige in the West 
Bank crumble as that of PLO soared. 

"The reality that he faced, said western 
and Arab analysts here, was that he was 
neither loved nor wanted by West Bank 
Palestinians, who made it clear that they 
consider [PLO Chairman Y as sir] Arafat 

Continued from front page 
convoy have been prominently featured in 
the Nicaraguan press for weeks. 

Nicaragua example for U.S. people 
Raul Valdez addressed the July 29 rally 

here on behalf of the convoy participants. 
Valdez is a leader of Chicanos Against 
Military Intervention in Latin America, a 
Texas group. "The Nicaraguan people 
have inspired us and taught us," he said. 
"We must follow their example to make 
changes in our country." 

The harassment the convoy had suffered 
at the hands of the U.S . government "was 
nothing compared to the suffering of the 
Nicaraguan people," he continued. "We're 
not going to let Reagan choose our friends 
for us." 

Valdez said the veterans would "con­
tinue to fight to bring peace to Nicaragua, 
and to organize the U.S. people to end the 
economic embargo against Nicaragua." 

Cosmetics, Fashions, and the 
Exploitation of Women 

By Joseph Hansen 
and Evelyn Reed 
with an introduction by 
Mary-Alice Waters 

How do the wealthy owners of the cos­
metics industry play on women's insec­
urities to sell products and rake in profits? 

How are the standards of beauty de­
termined in capitalist society? 

How has the growing participation of 
women in the labor force changed their 
view of themselves and their potential? 

These are some of the questions that 
emerge from this new collection. It con­
tains a lively 1954 debate over the relation 
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of the marketing of cosmetics and fashions to the exploitation of women. 

144 pp., $4.95. Available at Pathfinder bookstores (directory on page 16), or orderfrom 
Pathfinder Press, 410 West St., NY, NY 10014. Please include 75 cents for handling. 

At the Managua rally, Ortega ridiculed 
U.S. government claims that the veterans' 
donations could be used for military pur­
poses. "Here are the arms they brought," 
Ortega said, holding up a baby bottle and 
fitting its nipple in place. "Here they are, 
ready to fire ." 

Ortega noted that 15 of the convoy par­
ticipants were women, and asked for a 
round of applause .for them. 

He then called veteran Leslie Feldstein 
to the podium. She had served as a nurse in 
a U.S. military hospital in Vietnam during 
the war there . 

Ortega asked, "What would the U.S. 
people think if Reagan started a Vietnam 
War in Central America?" 

"They're against it," Feldstein replied. 
"The war is a disgrace." 

Ortega recalled the "heroic example" of 
Benjamin Linder, the young U.S. engineer 
killed by contras last year, and of Brian 
Willson, the Vietnam veteran who lost his 
legs when hit by a munitions train during 
an antiwar protest at a U.S. naval weapons 
depot. 

"While Reagan sends weapons to kill the 
Nicaraguan people," Ortega said, "the 
U.S. people are against his criminal 
policies. The peoples of Central America 
and Latin America are also for peace. So 
certainly, sooner or later, peace will come 
to Nicaragua." 

Demonstration June 15 at Mexico bor­
der near Laredo, Texas, to protest re­
fusal of U.S. authorities to allow convoy 
through. 

-10 AND 25 YEARS AGO---
THE MILITANT 
Aug. 11, 1978 

The United Steelworkers of America is 
appealing last year's decision by the Fifth 
U.S. Circuit Court in the Weber case . 
Brian Weber, a white employee of Kaiser 
Aluminum in Gramercy, Louisiana, sued 
to overturn a training program for skilled 
jobs because it made special provision for 
Black workers. The program was estab­
lished in the USWA's 1974 contract with 
Kaiser. Before the affirmative action plan, 
Blacks held only 2.2 percent of skilled jobs 
and 14.8 percent of total jobs at the Gra­
mercy plant - while the population in the 
area is 40 percent Black. Kaiser's restric­
tive requirements and its lack of training 
programs had barred not only Blacks and 
women but also most white males from 
skilled jobs. Winning the plan in the union 
contract thus benefited all workers. Weber, 
however, claimed he was a victim of "re­
verse discrimination" because the program 
set one-on-one parity for Blacks and 
whites. Both a federal district court and the 
circuit court ruled in Weber's favor -
overturning the program. 

THE 
MILITANT 

Publ;,hed ;" the lntere1h of the Work;n9 People 

Aug. 19, 1963 Price IO!c 

On August 13 the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council refused to endorse the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 

The fact that 18 of the 20 executive 
council members reportedly present voted 
against the endorsement shows what an ad­
vanced state of putrefaction the labor 
bureaucracy has reached . 

The top labor leaders - or, to speak 
plainly, labor fakers - long ago gave up 
action in the fight against racism; for years 
now they have limited themselves to lip­
service to that fight- orating, passing res­
olutions, giving endorsements, etc. But on 
August 13 in their overwhelming majority 
they showed that save for a few - like 
United Auto Workers President Reuther 
and International Union of Electrical 
Workers President Carey who can still 
make the appropriate noises - even the 
old, pious words now stick in their throats. 
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Pentagon cover-up punctured 
A military investigation has confirmed that there was 

no malfunction of radar equipment on the U.S. warship 
that shot down an Iranian airliner July 3 at a cost of 290 
lives . 

The investigation found that the ship' s crew was re­
sponsible for what happened. The findings expose as a 
hoax the "explanations" and attempted cover-up by the 
Pentagon, White House, and government officials . 

The inquiry concluded that the crew members , facing 
combat for the first time, became convinced they were 
about to be attacked and consequently wrongly inter­
preted the information on the radar screen as confirming 
their preconception of what was happening. 

One naval officer commented: "Stress can override 
your faculties. You see what you want to see and hear 
what you want to hear. " 

That may be an explanation for why the Iranian plane 
was blown out of the sky . But it cannot explain away the 
quick declaration after the downing of the airliner by 
Adm. William Crowe, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. It was "our judgment," he asserted, "that based on 
the information currently available, the local command­
ers have sufficient reasons to believe that their units were 
in jeopardy and they fired in self-defense." 

Or the charge by Vice-president George Bush, who 
said Iran was primarily responsible for what happened . 
"They allowed a civilian aircraft loaded with passengers 
to proceed on a path over a warship engaged in battle," he 
asserted. "That was irresponsible and a tragic error." 

(Earlier, the U.S . ship had fired at Iranian gunboats.) 

And President Reagan had declared the shooting down 
that plane was "a justifiable defensive action." 

The investigators said all tapes and radar showed the 
Iranian plane was flying at 12,000 feet- not lower, as 
initially claimed - and found no evidence to bolster the 
original claim that it was descending toward the U.S . 
ship. 

Earlier, the Pentagon had retreated from the allegation 
that the plane failed to identify as a commercial flight. It 
also had to drop accusations that the aircraft was not on a 
scheduled flight, as well as the assertion that the airbus 
was flying outside its assigned corridor. 

The findings of the military probe confirm the stand of 
Col. L. Fletcher Prouty, a former chief of special opera­
tions at the Pentagon. 

In a letter to the July 22 New York Times , he had de­
clared the shooting down of the Iranian plane "an unac­
ceptable atrocity ." 

Prouty explained that for nearly three decades interna­
tional uniform language, policies, and practices were in 
place to avoid accidental misidentification of aircraft. 

"This means," he said, "that United States naval forces 
in the Persian Gulf and in the neighboring Gulf of Oman 
can have no excuse to fire upon commercial and other 
lawful traffic for lack of information." 

The report of the military inquiry, even though only 
part of it has been released, confirms what Prouty said. 

It also confirms that the aggressive U.S. military pres­
ence in the Persian Gulf inevitably leads to such atrocities 
and should be ended immediately . 

What protection for workers? 
Since the Great Depression of the 1930s government 

officials and pundits have claimed that measures such as 
unemployment compensation and bank deposit insurance 
would help protect us from the ravages of another social 
crisis. 

But U.S. working people have been looking toward 
the future with increasing uneasiness since the October 
1987 stock market crash. The crash raised in the minds of 
millions the specter of the 1930s with its massive jobless­
ness and social devastation. 

Recent reports on how few workers are covered by un­
employment insurance and on the deterioration of the 
banking system have added to this mounting sense of ap­
prehension . 

The number of workers who qualify for unemployment 
benefits is at its lowest level in the 53-year history of the 
unemployment insurance system. 

Six million workers, or 76 percent of the jobless, re­
ceived unemployment compensation checks during the 
1974-75 recession . In the 1981-82 recession, only 4 mil­
lion, or 45 percent , of the 10.8 million jobless received 
compensation . By the government's statistics, 7.4 mil­
lion were unemployed last year . Only 2.3 million, or 31 
percent, were "eligible" to collect benefits . 

When you add all those who cannot find a full-time job 
or those unemployed for a variety of reasons who aren't 
counted in the official figures, millions were denied ben­
efits last year. 

Working people also have good reason to worry about 

what happens to our modest bank accounts. There have 
already been 152 bank failures in 1988. At least 500 more 
savings and loans banks are insolvent. 

More and more federal deposit insurance is being used 
to reimburse the rich depositors while workers and farm­
ers are put on the bottom of the list. 

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., which insures 
commercial deposits up to $100,000, ended 1987 with 
$18 billion in its fund. And the FDIC has just shelled out 
$4 billion of its reserves to bail out a Texas bank . 

The Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corp. , which 
insures S&L's for the same amount , ended 1987 with a 
deficit of more than $13 billion . 

When the two funds are added together there is a few 
billion available - a drop in the bucket compared to the 
more than $3 trillion deposited in supposedly insured 
bank, savings and loan, and credit union accounts across 
the country . 

Any notion that government insurance programs will 
protect our savings when the banking system collapses is 
utopian . The facts show that both pillars of the govern­
ments's purported effort to protect working people during 
the coming depression are an illusion. 

This helps underscore why it is necessary for working 
people to unite worldwide in a struggle around measures 
that can defend our most immediate interests. The "Ac­
tion Program to Confront the Coming Economic Crisis" 
presented by the Socialist Workers Party National Com­
mittee offers a perspective to do just that. 

Labor and acid rain fight 
Devastating to fish, forests , and human health , acid 

rain is a growing scourge . Yet Congress refuses to deal 
with the problem. Its refusal is made on behalf of power­
ful lobbies created by the utility and coal magnates and 
other big industrial polluters. 

One major opponent of legislation to reduce acid rain 
calls itself Citizens for Sensible Control of Acid Rain, a 
front group for the American Electric Power Co. , Con­
solidated Coal, and others. 

Another .such outfit is the Clean Air Working Group. 
These "clean air" folks include the Chemical Manufac­
turers Association, Shell Oil , and General Motors. 

These high-powered lobbies promote the crooked ar­
guments that curbing acid rain would drive companies 
out of business and would lead to big hikes in utility 
rates. Their real, unstated concern is that the cost of deal­
ing with acid rain would cut into their profits. 

Acid rain is primarily created by the sulphur dioxide 
spewed into the air by coal-burning power plants and 
other factories. 

Returning to earth as a component of rainwater , acid 
rain has devastated lakes and rivers. Recent findings con­
firm that ocean areas are affected as well . 

In the Adirondack Mountains of New York it was re­
cently found that all fish have been killed off in 25 per­
cent of the lakes . In another 20 percent , they are "en­
dangered ." 

Forests are being ravaged. In the U.S .-Canada border 
area , it's estimated that maple syrup production has been 
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slashed 45 percent because of acid rain. 
Scientists testify that acid rain is an important cause of 

bronchitis and asthma and , they fear, cancer as well. 
The technology for reducing acid rain is available . 

West Germany and Japanese enterprises are already 
using it. 

Yet Congress willfully refuses to act. Modest mea­
sures for curbing acid rain have been sandbagged for 
seven years . 

That could be turned around if substantial forces were 
thrown into the battle . Foremost among these is the or­
ganized labor movement. 

This is particularly true of the United Mine Workers of 
America. The UMWA is a strong union that has taken a 
progressive stand against nuclear power. 

The UMW A should be helping to wage a fight for 
legislation to sharply reduce acid rain emission . 

The leaders of the UMW A have balked at taking such 
a stand, arguing that curbing acid rain would mean a loss 
of jobs for those who dig coal. . 

That claim is unproven and, also, ternbly short­
sighted. It can't be credibly advanced as justification for 
the continued poisonous assault on natural resources and 
human beings. 

It would be an invaluable social contribution for the 
miners' union, and all of organized labor, to become the 
central force in the fight to deal with acid rain . And it 
would greatly strengthen the unions- including their ca­
pacity to defend the jobs of their members. 

Vanguard party is 
key in transition 
to communism 
BY DOUG JENNESS 

In the last three issues I've focused on the recently 
published pamphlet, Socialism and Man in Cuba, which 
includes a 1965 article with the same title by Ernesto Che 
Guevara. It also contains Cuban President Fidel Castro' s 
speech last October on the 20th anniversary of Guevara' s 
death. 

This week I will summarize a few key points from 
these earlier columns and raise one important new one . 

Guevara explained in his article that when Cuban 
working people overturned capitalist rule, established 
their own government, and expropriated the business­
men, bankers, and landlords, their first job was to over-

LEARNING ABOUT 
SOCIALISM 
come the effects of centuries of colonial and imperialist 
oppression. It was necessary to build the economic base 
and increase labor productivity in order to more ade­
quately meet the needs of the people. 

Guevara, who headed Cuba's national bank and served 
as minister of industry in the revolution's early years, 
said there were two roads that could be tried to speed up 
economic development. One would be to appeal to indi­
vidual material interest. "The temptation is very great," 
he wrote, "to follow the beaten track of material interest 
as the lever with which to accelerate development." 

This includes such methods as bonuses, pegging work­
ers' wages to the "profitability" of enterprises, paid over­
time, and private markets for farmers or entrepreneurs . 

The habits and modes of thinking inherited from 
capitalist society help to reinforce the notion that this 
could be the foundation for effectively motivating people 
to work harder and increase output and productivity. 

Guevara described and advocated a second course -
"the right instrument for mobilizing the masses. Basi­
cally, this instrument must be moral in character, without 
neglecting, however, a correct use of the material incen­
tive- especially of a social character." Prioritizing con­
struction of schools, hospitals, child-care centers, parks, 
and other public facilities, for example, are projects that 
both materially benefit working people, yet have a social 
character. 

Guevara emphasized the role of voluntary work as the 
principal instrument for mobilizing the masses on the 
basis of moral incentive . 

The Cuban revolution in the 1960s started along the 
second course, but in the 1970s veered away from it. The 
mechanisms of the centralized national economic plan, 
along with a good dose of individual material incentives, 
were counted on to automatically lead to socialism. 

The process to reverse this "disgraceful period of 
building socialism," as Castro called it in his speech on 
Che, began more than two years ago. The minibrigades 
of volunteer workers, Castro explained, "are now rising 
again from their ashes like a phoenix and demonstrating 
the significance of that revolutionary path of solving the 
problems that the theoreticians, technocrats, those who 
do not believe in man, and those who believe in two-bit 
capitalism had stopped and dismantled ." 

To motivate broad layers of the population to work 
harder and longer for no additional individual material 
compensation requires expanding social awareness and 
political understanding . 

The portion of the working class that is further ahead in 
its thinking plays an important role in helping to advance 
this educational effort , Guevara pointed out. This "van­
guard, consisting of the party, the advanced workers , the 
advanced men who walk in unity with the masses and in 
close communion with them," must lead . 

"The vanguards," he said, "have their eyes fixed on 
the future and its reward, but it is not a vision of some­
thing for the individual. The prize is the new society in 
which men will have different characteristics: the society 
of communist man." 

Guevara said the key to winning increased support for 
placing the needs of the working class as a whole , both 
internationally and in Cuba, ahead of individual concerns 
are the youth and the party. "The former is especially im­
portant ," he said, "because it is the malleable clay from 
which the new man can be built without any of the old 
vestiges ." He urged that the studies of students be inte­
grated into work. "Work" he explained, "is a reward in 
some cases, a means of education in others, but it is never 
a punishment." 

· Guevara noted that , while the communist party is a 
minority, its goal is "to become a mass party, but only 
when the masses have reached the level of the vanguard, 
that is when they are educated for communism." 

Che's view that the vanguard party is indispensable in 
the transition toward a communist society is also very 
central to the current rectification process, as it is called 
in Cuba. 



How Lloyd Bentsen proposed to 'win' the Korean War 
BY STUART HUTCHISON 

In a stroke of genius about five years ago, some people 
decided to study U.S. government film archives to learn 
exactly what our government was telling us about nuclear 
weapons in the 1940s, ' 50s, and early '60s . 

Don't get me wrong: The guy is not the star of Atomic 
Cafe. Lloyd's only on screen for 30 seconds. 

The time is 1950, and the history of the infant Korean 
War is hidden as the U.S . government tells the world 
"The Commies are coming," and they have provoked a 
war by crossing the 38th parallel, and they have to be 
stopped . 

didn't know the consequences of such words . Or you can 
say people grow and surely Lloyd Bentsen has mellowed 
over the last 38 years. God knows you'll hear more than 
you want about positions favorable to big business, and 
$10,000 breakfasts. 

The result of their investigation was the great movie 
Atomic Cafe, the funniest and most frightening hour-and­
a-half movie ever made . It featured Bert the Turtle telling It is a newsreel footage , and you see a freshman con­

gressman, looking barely 30 years old , looking more like 
a stem kid , and there in blazing black and white, standing 
on the Capitol steps no less, from Texas , Mr. Represen­
tative Lloyd Bentsen, sincere and grim, looking right into 
the camera and addressing the people of the movie-going 
U.S.A.: "I propose the president of the United States ad­
vise the commander of the North Korean troops to with­
draw his forces beyond the 38th parallel within one 
week, or use that week to evacuate civilians from a 
specified list of North Korean cities that will be subjected 
to atomic attack by the United States Air Force. I ask 
you, the American citizen, to let your congressman know 
how you feel about this proposal ." 

Still, there is this thing about words. There is the tes­
timony of millions- or is it just hundreds of thousands? 
-of people in Hiroshima and Nagasaki (and let's don't 
forget nonatomic, but nonetheless fireballing of Dresden 
too), and Lloyd Bentsen had to know. 

AS I SEE IT 
children , "Just duck and cover" to remain safe from 
atomic blast , plus high quality technicolor film of hydro­
gen bomb explosions . A reallaff-riot. 

He may be a neat fella, I guess. The question that nags: 
Is a man who doesn't understand the meaning and impli­
cation of his words, and the terrible consequences that 
can come of them- is such a man fit to lead? Is he fit to 
be vice-president? Of your local Rotary Club? 

I saw Atomic Cafe Tuesday, July 12; and what a coin­
cidence! Who should I see upon the movie screen but no 
less than the youthful incarnation of the very man named 
that very day by Michael Dukakis as his choice to be 
vice-president of the United States . Now you can say this was excessive. You can say he 

Copyright 1988 by Stuart Hutchison. Hutchison is an in­
dependent producer at Pacifica radio WBAJ in New 
York . He is a producer and host of a three-hour program, 
"A National Call-In : Philip Agee on the CIA and Covert 
Action" with Emile de Antonio and Bill Schaap, which 
will be broadcast this October. 

-lETTERS-----
Ku Klux Klan 

"The streets belong to the peo­
ple; the people belong to the 
streets ." In this spirit , about 500 
people dealt a heavy blow to the 
Ku Klux Klan in Atlanta July 17. 

The Klan had obtained a permit 
to rally at the Georgia State 
Capitol, march through down­
town, and hold another rally in a 
parking lot across from the Demo­
cratic National Convention, in an 
area set aside by the city as a free 
speech zone . 

Counterdemonstrators filled an 
intersection near the capitol, chant­
ing slogans such as, "Racist, sexist , 
antigay, we say no to the KKK ." 
At one point, cops equipped with 
riot gear cleared the streets by 
shoving people out of the way. 
Reporters were pushed, as well as 
some standing on the sidewalks . 
But as cops pushed in one direc­
tion, people poured in behind 
them, many chanting, "The cops 
and the Klan work hand in hand ." 

Due to the fierce opposition, the 
city was forced to cancel the 
parade permit. When protesters 
saw that the announcement of the 
cancellation was not merely a 
trick , they took the route planned 
by the Klan and met much support 
from bystanders and motorists 
along the way . Oddly enough, 
though 300 cops were deployed to 
protect the Klan' s right to march , 
only one or two were seen along 
the spontaneous march route; the 
protesters had no protection. 

Marchers then occupied the free 
speech zone , thinking that the 
Klan would try to hold their sec­
ond rally . It was later learned that 
its permit to hold this rally was 
also canceled. When supremacist 
Richard Barrett attempted to hold 
a press conference in the area , 
though surrounded by cops , he 
was quickly forced from the park­
ing lot. Skinheads coming upon 
the area met the same resistance. 
At one point , a group of suprema­
cists came within a block of the 
free speech area. Protesters 
quickly met them. 
Jarrod Hayes 
Decatur, Georgia 

Coal miners 
On June 22 West Virginia coal 

miners stayed off the job for a 
"memorial period" called by the 
leadership of the union to protest 
proposed changes in the federal 
Coal Mine Health and Safety Act 
of 1969. 

A thousand miners attended a 
hearing in Charleston that day on 
the proposed changes. 

The 1969 law was a result of 
miners fighting for their lives and 
health , a struggle that broke out 
after the November 1968 explo­
sion at the Consol No . 9 mine in 
Farmington, West Virginia. Sev­
enty-eight miners were killed. 

This law regulated the amount 
of methane and coal dust permissi­
ble in the mines . Miners strongly 
believe its passage has helped cut 
down on deaths . The proposed 
changes would allow the coal 
bosses to increase methane and 
coal dust levels in the mines; 
eliminate the 20-minute checks for 
methane at the mining face ; and 
lengthen the amount of time com­
panies can keep miners under­
ground when ventilation fans go 
down before mandatory evacua­
tion must begin. 

An editorial in the Charleston 
Gazette commenting on the hearing 
said, "Officials of Mine Safety and 
Health Administration [MSHA] re­
ceived a less than polite recep­
tion ... . Given the reason for their 
visit they should have expected 
nothing less." 

The union had planned to march 
in downtown Charleston on the 
morning of the hearings to protest 
the proposed changes. But city of­
ficials demanded that the United 
Mine Workers of America buy $1 
million in insurance coverage, at a 
cost of $10,000, and the march 
was not held. 

John Duray, editor of the 
United Mine Workers Journal, 
said, "This smacks of violating the 
union' s rights of free speech and 
assembly." 

At the hearing itself, Joe Main , 
director of the union' s safety de­
partment, said, "If you don ' t listen 
to the UMWA in Washington, you 

Readers invited to participate 
in Action Program discussion 

Many readers of the Militant 
saw the Socialist Workers Party 
National Committee's Action 
Program to Confront the Com­
ing Economic Crisis when it 
appeared in our June 24 issue or 
in the new Pathfinder pamphlet 
that carries it. Others may not 
have read it yet but are planning 
to buy a copy soon . And during 
the course of the next months 
many new readers of the Mili­
tant will be learning about it 

and reading it. 
One of the goals of distribut­

ing the Action Program as 
widely as possible is to stimu­
late discussion on its proposals. 

As part of this discussion, 
we invite our readers to send 
their comments or questions on 
the Action Program to us for 
publication. We will devote 
space in our letters page to this 
as we get contributions. 

-Editors 

The Feds snare yet another subversive in their library 
· awareness program dragnet. 

will listen to the miners in the 
coalfields . . . that's what you 
have today ." 

The 800 miners in the room re­
sponded to Main's comments with 
loud applause. 

A miner from southern West 
Virginia said, "We cannot live 
with these changes , we can only 
die with them." If the safety re­
quirements are droppFrJ and each 
company is allowed to regulate it­
self, he said, "coal companies will 
cheat on this, they'll deceive 
MSHA, and deceive us miners ." 
Jeanne FitzMaurice 
Morgantown, West Virginia 

Not tripe 
I'm writing in response to 

David McMichael ' s letter in the 
July 29 Militant , which calls the 
publication "one sided," and goes 
on to call it "tripe." To refute the 
second allegation: I find the arti­
cles in the paper to be at least 
adequate, some very well written. 
It is not tripe . 

As to the other point: the Mili­
tant does represent the socialist 
point of view, which is presuma­
bly the point of the paper. But it is 
clearly labeled a socialist publica­
tion in the banner. The intelligent 
reader will note this, read the arti­
cles with this perspective in mind, 
and make his or her own deci­
sions. As a reader of the Militant, 
there are some articles I agree 
with, others I'm not so sure about. 

McMichael and all of the Mili­
tant' s readers should use the paper 
as a tool to gain a unique perspec­
tive, that of the socialist party . But 
these readers should always keep 
in mind that it does reflect this one 
view, and that they should be 
aware of all views to make an in-

formed decision . It seemed that 
McMichael thought the Militant 
was unpolitical, which is untrue . I 
don ' t believe the Militant ever 
tried to give that false impression. 

I'm enclosing a copy of the 
latest issue of Free Thought. It too 
is a political paper, published by 
politically oriented high school 
students in Connecticut. As a chief 
staff member, I can say that al­
though we are left wing, we will 
publish any well-written article of 
any political leaning, hence the 
title. To reach Free Thought , 
which is run totally by volunteers 
(and is always in need of money to 
continue publishing), write Free 
Thought , Box 17151, West Hart­
ford , Conn. 06117. 
Scott Nance 
Wethersfield, Connecticut 

Gay rights 
In a spirited candlelight vigil, 

more than I 00 people gathered on 
the steps of the Pittsburgh City­
County Building to demand les­
bian and gay rights and to support 
those living with AIDS and HIV 
infection . 

The vigil was organized primar­
ily by Cry Out and the Gay Pride 
Committee . Both are organiza­
tions fighting for lesbian and gay 
rights in the Pittsburgh area. 

One of the focuses of the dem­
onstration was to demand passage 
of an extension of the city antidis­
crimination ordinance to include 
sexual orientation . Today there is 
nothing on the books to legally 
protect Pittsburgh lesbians and 
gays from discrimination. A vote 
on the new extension is coming up 
soon in the city council. 

Rick Austin, a member of Cry 
Out, denounced City Councilman 

Eugene "Jeep" DePasquale. The 
councilman has been quoted in the 
Pittsburgh Press saying, "Call me 
antiqueer or antigay. I make no se­
cret about it. I abhor those people . 
I detest them" and "I am . . . con­
cerned about your [editorial] stand 
on AIDS . Never once have you 
condemned it or the gays who 
spread this filth ." 

Rick Austin answered the coun­
cilman, reading from a letter with 
224 signers that said, "No com­
passionate and decent person 
would attach vicious words to any 
disease which is robbing another's 
health. The people of this city who 
believe in the dignity of human 
rights for all people, and that di­
versity is a strength, warn the 
Jeep: We are here, we are strong, 
and we are fighting back!" The 
demonstrators chanted, "Dump 
Jeep!" 
Steve Argue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 

The Militant special prisoner 
fund makes it possible to send 
reduced-rate subscriptions to 
prisoners who can't pay for 
them. Where possible the fund 
also tries to fill prisoners' re­
quests for other literature. To 
help this important cause, send 
your contribution to: Militant 
Prisoner Subscription Fund, 
410 West St., New York, N.Y. 
10014. 
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Wood, paperworkers' strike spreads 
Pacific Northwest unionists fight to regain wages, benefits lost in 1986 
BY CONNIE ALLEN 
AND JOHN CHARBONNET 

DALLAS, Ore. - More than 8,500 
Pacific Northwest woodworkers and paper­
workers are on strike at some 40 mills in 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, and 
northern California. 

The strikers are members of the Interna­
tional Woodworkers of America and the 
Western Council of Industrial Workers . 
They are demanding restoration of wage 
and benefit cuts - which cost them an av­
erage 20 percent. loss of income - that 
were imposed following a strike in the 
lumber industry in 1986. Other demands 
include a wage increase, elimination of 
profit-sharing plans in mills that have 
them, and an end to lower wage rates for 
new hires . 

Paperworkers at West Coast mills are 
also being confronted with demands for 
concessions, as they are in the rest of the 
country. On the West Coast, most paper­
workers are members of the Association of 
Western Pulp and Paper Workers. A smaller 
number are in the United Paperworkers In­
ternational Union. 

The current woodworkers' strike began 

August 4 - As we go to press, 
1,275 strikers at Willamette In­
dustries are voting on a tentative 
contract proposal reached August 
1, and signed by Mike Draper, 
executive secretary of the West­
ern Council of Industrial Work­
ers. 

No information about the pro­
posed pact is yet available. 

Thirteen Willamette mills and 
logging operations have been shut 
down by the nine-week strike. 

June 6 with walkouts at three forest pro­
ducts companies: Willamette Industries , 
Champion International, and DA W Forest 
Products. On June 20 the Western Council 
of Industrial Workers (WCIW) shut down 
13 Boise Cascade mills . At only three of 
these mills had the contracts actually ex­
pired. Roving pickets were sent from the 
three mills to the other 10 - where con­
tracts don ' t expire until August - to shut 
them down. 

Strike spreads 
Roving pickets have a strong tradition in 

the wood industry , and contracts generally 
recognize workers' right to honor them. 

At a June 28 rally of 500 striking Boise 
Cascade millworkers and loggers in La 
Grande, Oregon, WCIW representative Gib 
Walker described the effects of the 1986 
cuts. "A lot of people have lost their cars, 
lost their homes. They ' re just not making 
it," he said. 

On June 30 a fifth company, Simpson 
Timber, was struck. The same day, 100 
woodworkers rallied and picketed at Will­
amette's headquarters in Portland. 

Some 6,000 International Woodworkers 
of America and WCIW members, at 31 
mills and logging sites in Oregon and Wash­
ington, are employed by Weyerhaeuser, the 
largest forest products company in the 
Northwest. Their contracts also expired at 
the beginning of June . 

After talks with a federal mediator broke 
off, Weyerhaeuser local union officials 
met in Portland July II and announced 
they had approved strike action, but set no 
date to walk out. 

Members of WCIW Local 27 14 at Will­
amette Industries' sawmill and plywood 
mill in Dallas, Oregon, described the de­
teriorating job conditions under the old 

contract, and the reasons for their current 
strike. 

"They say they can't afford to give us 
more money, but their profits have dou­
bled," one picket explained. 

19861osses 
A union steward said that workers had 

lost $5,000 a year in wages and benefits 
cuts following the 1986 strike. Willamette 
management gave themselves sizable 
raises and remodeled the mills . Following 
the remodeling, it was discovered that no 
ventilation system had been provided for 
the workers. 

Another picket added that he had almost 
been struck and killed earlier in the year by 
a load of lumber because of malfunctioning 
machinery. Poorly maintained equipment 
and altered accident reports are common, 
the strikers said. 

The picketers resented the $7 an hour 
starting pay for new hires set by the 1986 
contract. 

"Is it right for you to do the same work 
as the guy next to you making $3 an hour 
more? If they can divide us, they can break 
us," said an older striker, sitting next to 
two young, recently hired workers. 

At another gate, a striker explained that 
he had 18 years experience in the plywood 
industry. After losing a better-paying job 
when a nearby mill closed, he worked $5 to 
$6 an hour jobs at nonunion mills. Then he 
got hired at Willamette for $7 an hour. 

All the strikers complained of ignorant 
and arrogant supervisors . The steward 
said, ' 'I'm ashamed now to work for this 
company. This used to be a good p!:Jce to 
work under old man Swindell. " 

The lumber workers also described a big 
change in attitude by the local community. 
Unlike the 1986 strike, townspeople now 
regularly bring food and beverages by the 
picket lines. Many merchants have posted 
"We support Local 2714" signs in their 
stores. 

Paperworkers 
Willamette management tells woodwork­

ers that 78 percent of their profits come 
from paper products. That didn' t stop them 
from implementing a wage-cutting contract 
on 175 paperworkers at Willamette ' s par­
ticleboard mill in Bend, Oregon, last Oc­
tober. The workers - members of the 
United Paperworkers union - refused to 

Roving pickets shut down 10 Boise Cascade mills where contracts had not yet ex­
pired. 

sign the contract and finally went out on 
strike June 11 . They decided to return to 
work June 29 when the company began 
taking applications for scabs. 

At Willamette's Albany , Oregon, paper 
mill , more than 300 of the Association of 
the Western Pulp and Paper Workers mem­
bers went back to work June 24, after 
Woodworkers union and WCIW roving 
pickets were removed. 

On July 6, 230 A WPPW members struck 
Smurfit Newsprint Corp.'s mill in Oregon 
City, just south of Portland. The next day , 
another 280 paperworkers walked out at a 

second Smurfit paper mill nearby. 
Strikers at Smurfit reported that the com­

pany has brought in scabs from Illinois and 
Louisiana. Pickets say they ' ve prepared for 
a long, difficult strike. 

Paperworkers at the Oregon City mill 
say Smurfit is insisting they begin paying 
20 percent of the cost of an inferior medical 
plan, give up Christmas and July 4 as re­
stricted holiday periods, accept negligible 
improvement of an already substandard 
pension plan, end a 40-year contract provi­
sion prohibiting assignment of work out­
side a worker's regular job, and more. 

Drought has devastating effects for 
migrant farm workers in Midwest 
BY KATHIE FITZGERALD 

DETROIT - Every growing season 
thousands of workers pour out of Texas 
and Florida and head north toward the rip­
ening fruit and vegetable crops across the 
Midwest. But this summer the drought has 
had devastating consequences for migrant 
farm workers. 

In a Detroit Free Press interview, Raul 
Yzaguirre, president of the National Coun­
cil of La Raza, said that the worst effects 
on farm workers have been in Ohio. Some 
reports say that as many as 40,000 workers 
come to that state to work in the fields. 

Other states where farm workers have 
been hit hard, Yzaguirre said, are Michi­
gan, which has an estimated 60,000 farm 
workers, and Kansas, Nebraska, Illinois, 
and Indiana. 

Even in the best of times the conditions 
these workers face are bad. Farm workers 
"need to work 16 hours a day," Yzaguirre 
told the Free Press, "so they not only can 
survive, but so they can have a little sav­
ings to purchase gas to get back home and 
to get by for a few months ." Any kind of 

negative change in this pattern , he said, " is 
extremely disruptive." 

Some rain has fallen on a few areas in 
the Midwest now, but like the recent spate 
of newspaper articles revealing the plight 
of farm workers, it has come a day late and 
a dollar short for many of them. 

Staff members for the Farm Labor Or­
ganizing Committee (FLOC) , which is the 
union organizing farm workers in Ohio and 
Michigan, report that many workers spent 
all their savings to get here and now have 
nothing left. Some have left, but most 
can't. 

The situation, FLOC staff members 
said, varies from farm to farm. Some farms 
got spot rains so there has been sporadic 
work. The bigger farms are irrigated , but 
the camps on those farms are now over­
crowded. 

Even where there is work the drought 
has caused problems. The cucumbers from 
which pickles are made are growing 
crooked. Some of the big processors , such 
as Vlasic, won't take them. Others like 

Heinz will, but pay only 50 cents for 100 
pounds. 

All this leaves farm workers in a desper­
ate situation. And as Congress considers a 
bill to help the country's hard-pressed 
farmers , it 's not clear that any relief will be 
offered migrant farm workers. 

Since the drought began, FLOC has said 
that disaster aid should be prioritized for 
small farmers and farm workers. More­
over, FLOC states that farm workers 
should not have to rely solely on aid from 
social services. 

One FLOC staff member said, "Farm 
workers have a right like every other work­
er to unemployment compensation." There 
is a precedent for this, he said, citing a situ­
ation a few years ago when a freeze of the 
Florida citrus crop threw farm workers 
there out of work. Farm workers fought for 
and won compensation for "underemploy­
ment." 

FLOC is now circulating a petition 
among farm workers calling for aid, which 
they plan to present to Ohio Gov. Richard 
Celeste. 
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