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Big stakes in 
fight against 
Caterpillar 

The four-month-long strike by 10,800 
United Auto Workers (UAW) members has 
put Caterpillar workers on the front lines of 
the labor movement. Their fight against a 
company that is trying to shore up its profits 
by taking back hard-won gains in wages, 
working conditions, and benefits deserves 
the support of all working people. 

Caterpillar claims that global competition 
won't allow for a contract that doesn't in-

EDITORIAL 
elude significant givebacks. The recet~t com­
pany declaration of an impasse, with the 
implied threat of hiring scabs to replace strik­
ers, has raised the stakes of this fight 

Thousands of workers from the Midwest 
and across the country demonstrating in Pe­
oria, Illinois, Caterpillar's international head­
quarters, on March 22 will be a powerful 
counter to the company's attacks on the 
union. Continued solidarity activities with 
UA W members on strike will help get out the 
truth about the struggle against CaterpiUar to 
working people across the country. This will 
be needed to win the strike. 

Caterpillar workers are veterans of many 
long and bitter strikes. The wage levels that 
they enjoy today have been a result of those 
struggles, not because of the generosity of a 
"globally competitive" company. 

Caterpillar is an industry giant with plants 
all over the globe. It 's a company with a 
commanding share of the worldwide market 
for earth-moving and construction equip-

Caterpillar news - page 10 

ment. But, like all capitalist corporations 
today, depression conditions in this country 
and a worldwide economic downturn are 
driving them to push harder for concessions 
from workers. 

If Caterpillar wins its demands for two-tier 
wages, reduced health-care coverage, cuts in 
pension benefits, fewer union representatives 
on the job, loss of rights for laid-<>ff workers, 
and other takebacks, it will weaken the fight 
of all workers to maintain our standard of 
living today and fight for better conditions in 
the future. 

The outcome of this fight is especially 
important for auto workers who will certainly 

Continued on Page 14 

U. of Minnesota 
will register 
whites-only group 
BY GREG ROSENBERG 

MINNEAPOLIS - The University of 
Minnesota has declared its intention to regis­
ter the ultrarightist White Student Union 
(WSU) as a student organization. 

University president Nils Hasselmo said 
March 9 that the group, led by fascist-minded 
student Tom David, will be allowed to regis­
ter and receive student fees, should a request 
for such fees be submitted and approved. 

Hasselmo claimed that an earlier an­
nouncement by vice-president for student 
affairs Marvalene Hughes that the group 
would not be allowed to become an official 
organization or receive any funds was due to 
"confusion." 

The furious debate over the group, which 
Continued on Page 2 

New York socialist opens 
Senate election campaign 
Says working -class unity needed to fight 
capitalism 's wars, economic catastrophe 
BY GREG McCARTAN 

NEW YORK -"The fact that several 
prominent opinion columnists now recognize 
one of the five major candidates for U.S. 
President as a distinctly • American fascist' 
shows the stakes shaping up in the class 
struggle for working people around the 
world," Ed Warren said at a press conference 
here. 

At the March 16 event announcing his 
campaign for U.S. Senate, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate Warren said the assessment 
by some opinion writers of Patrick Bu­
chanan, the Republican challenger to Presi­
dent George Bush, is correct. "The reaction­
ary proposals advanced by Buchanan and 
other ultrarightist and fascist-minded forces 
around the country are a product of the bipar­
tisan shift to the right by the Democratic and 
Republican parties. 

"'These two parties, and the super-rich 
ruling families they represent. have tactical 
disagreements over how to respond to the 
'new world disorder' and the consequences 
of the crisis of the market system," the sena­
torial candidate said. "But all agree on one 
thing: they must bring untold hardship, vio­
lence, and economic deprivation on broader 
and broader layers of the work.ing class to try 
and salvage their system." 

Warren, a worker in the city's meat-pack­
ing industry, is currently unemployed. He is 
a member of United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 174. Radio station WBAI and 
the New York Daily News attended the press 
conference. Warren visited several other 
radio and newspaper stations during the day. 

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Warren be­
came involved in political and union strug­
gles early in life when he joined the fight to 
unionize the city's sanitation workers. Thirty­
nine years old, he has joined in the numerous 
protests against police brutality in New York 
over the past four years. 

Supporters of the campaign will begin an 
ambitious petition effort later this year to get 
the socialist ticket on the ballot in the state, 
he said. 

"'The Democrats and Republicans, with 
their plans for launching new wars against 
Iraq, Korea, or Libya within months if not 
weeks, have no plans to relieve the effects of 

the economic crisis on 
working people," 
Warren told the press. 
"'They seek only to de­
fend the interests of the 
ruling capitalist fami­
lies in the United 
States against their 
competitors abroad 
and against working 
people when they re­
sist or mount fight­
backs here at home 
and around the world." 

Talk of a "New 
World Order" by rul­
ing-class politicians 
following the war 
against the Iraqi peo­
ple has now been re- r..t placed with more ., 
sober assessments, 
Warren noted, point-
ing to former President 
Richard Nixon's state­
ment that Washington 
has not yet won the 
Cold War and in fact 

Militant/Jim Little 
Ed W..rren, socialist candidate for US. Senate in New York. 

faces the question of "who lost Russia?" 
"Documents by Pentagon planners also 

highlight how U.S. imperialism recognizes 
rising world. instability and heightened eco­
nomic competition- which logically heads 

toward World War IIJ - with its rivals in 
Japan and Germany," he added. 

"Working people have no interests in 
fighting the bosses· wars - whether against 

Continued on Page 2 
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Nixon says U.S. risks losing Cold War 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

"The United States and the West risk 
snatching defeat in the cold war from the jaws 
of victory." This was the central message of 
a memorandum written by former U.S. pres­
ident Richard Nixon and sent to influential 
figures in governing circles. The memoran­
dum was entitled "How To Lose the Cold 
War." 

"While the candidates have addressed 
scores of significant issues in the presidential 
campaign, the most important issue since the 
end of World War II - the fate of the politi­
cal and economic reforms in Russia- has 
been virtually ignored," warned Nixon. "We 
have heard repeatedly that the cold war has 
ended and that the West won it. This is only 
half true. The Communists have lost the cold 
war but the West has not yet won it." 

Pointing to the enormous economic and 
social instability in the former Soviet Union, 
Nixon assailed President George Bush for 
what he called "pathetically inadequate" aid 
to the Russian regime of Boris Yeltsin. "The 
West has failed so far to seize the moment to 
shape the history of the next half century .... 
IfYeltsin fails, the prospects for the next fifty 
years will tum grim," he said 

"What has the United States and the West 
done so far to help Russia's first demo­
cratic, free-market oriented, non-expansion­
ist government?" Nixon asked. "We have 
provided credits for the purchase of agricul­
tural products. We have held a photo-oppor­
tunity international conference of fifty­
seven foreign secretaries that was long on 
rhetoric but short on action." 

The Bush administration's support to 

Yeltsin so far has been primarily $3.75 billion 
in commercial credits to buy grain from the 
United States and an international aid confer­
ence in Washington that produced a onetime 
airlift of food and medical supplies left over 
from the Persian Gulf war. 

The disintegration ofRussia 'seconomy has 
accelerated since the lifting of many state price 
controls by Yeltsin's regime January 2. Con­
sumer prices have jumped by an official 350 
percent while the cost of many staple foods 
has leaped l 0-fold. Incomes, meanwhile, 
have not kept pace. 

A second shock is due this month, when 
most remaining price controls are to be lifted. 
Consumer prices are expected to jump by as 
much as 75 percent in April alone. On April 
20, Yeltsin 's government plans to lift con-

Continued on Page 7 
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Racists attack in Washington, Pittsburgh 
BY NELSON GONZALEZ 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In what has 
been described as a "heinous" racial attack, 
two white men were charged with attempted 
murder and hate crime violations when they 
chased and assaulted two Black women in 
Wheaton. 

The attack took place at 3:00 a.m. on 
March 3 as the two women, Myrtle Guillory, 
29, and Johnie McRae, 39, were walking to 
a pay phone at the Aspen Manor Shopping 
Center on Georgia Avenue. 

Both women described seeing a car 
drive by them several times when sud­
denly the car stopped abruptly and two 
men "jumped out like madmen." As they 
fled the two women became separated 
and Guillory described how one of the 
assailants, Sean Riley, "chased me down 
like an animal, like he was out on a deer 
hunt. He said, ' I ' m going to kill you over 
and over again.' " Guillory was able to 
escape when she broke away from Riley 
and ran into the house of a neighbor. 

Meanwhile, McRae, who had run in the 
direction of nearby woods, was caught and 
beaten by John Ayers Jr., the other assailant, 
who proceeded to rip her clothes off, douse 
her with lighter fluid, and then tried to set her 
on fife. 

Ayers told police that he ran away from 
McRae when he noticed the lights of the 
police cruisers that were called in. McRae 
described how Ayers knocked her down, 
and sat on her chest, beating her and 
shouting racial slurs be fore she blacked 
out. 

A Washington Post article then described 
that police saw her wander out of the woods 
later, naked from the waist up, bleeding from 
cuts to her head and covered with charcoal 
lighter fluid. 

The attack provoked an immediate re­
sponse from families living near the area 

where the attack took place. C lose to 40 
people made up of neighbors, local civil 
rights leaders, and friends participated in 
a rally along Georgia Avenue in Wheaton 
the day following the assault. Many held 
signs denouncing racist attacks and ask­
ing passing motorists to honk to protest 
racism, which many did . "We want these 
women to know that there are people in 
this community who are opposed to racial 
violence," said Fawn Ackerman, who or­
ganized the rally. 

Local news media described the incident 
as one of the most violent racially motivated 
crimes in Montgomery County in the last 
decade. Alan Dean, director of the Montgom­
ery County Human Relations Commission, 
said he could recall two incidents as serious 
as yesterday's: the shooting of a Black man 
five or six years ago and the 1989 beating of 
an Asian man by three "skinheads." 

The Montgomery commission received 
195 complaints in 1991 , including 35 com­
plaints of assaults motivated by race or reli­
gion. 

A Washington Post article on March 5 
quoted McRae describing how she felt during 
the attack, "I felt like I was going to die, I just 
didn' t think there was any hope." 

McRae and Guillory said they want to see 
their attackers receive long prison terms. 

BY LEROY WATSON 
PITISBURGH - Tyrone Hopson said 

he was "angry, surprised and disap­
pointed" when he discovered yesterday 
that two bricks painted with racial epi­
thets had been hurled through windows of 
his home in Lawrenceville, a section of 
Pittsburgh. Hopson has lived in the Stan­
ton Avenue home for three years without 
any problems, he said. 

The bricks were thrown into the house 

University will register racist group 
Continued from front page 
last fall was responsible for physical assaults 
on student protesters, continues in the pages 
of the campus Daily. Some letters from stu­
dents oppose the granting of student organi­
zation status to the WSU. Others defend the 
WSU on the basis of free speech. 

Tom David, in a letter to the Daily pub­
lished March 13, said, "The University ad­
ministration has said that the white student 
cultural center will not receive any funding. 
Yet, Asian, African, Hispanic and Indian cul­
tural centers all receive funds from the Uni­
versity." 

Chris Nisan, Socialist Workers Party can-
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didate for U.S. Congress from Minneapolis 
and a leader of the fight against the WSU, said 
David's points " are a trap. The clear basis for 
denying registration and funding to the WSU 
is its white-exclusive character. Free speech 
is not the issue. Nor is this a fight over one 
'cultural center' versus another." 

Nisan said that "the WSU is part of an 
ultrarightist vanguard, like Patrick Bu­
chanan, that is on the offensive. The battle 
over this deadly threat must be taken up by 
all students and the labor movement." 

Students are discussing the next steps to 
take in the fight as the winter quarter draws 
to a close. 
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February 20. Painted on the bricks were 
swastikas, a cross, profanity, and the 
words "white power" and "get out nig­
gers." Hopson's daughter was afraid to go 
to school the next day, but he said he told 
his children " not to worry and not to have 
any fear. We have the right to live here 
just like they do." 

Hopson told the Militant that his neighbors 
have given him support, telling him he has 
every right to stay. Door-to-door Militant 
sales to people in the neighborhood found the 
same response. Two Lawrenceville youth, 
ages 16 and 17, were arrested February 25 
and charged with ethnic intimidation and 
criminal mischief. 

However, the Hopsons were again the 
target of vandalism February 27. Two rocks 
hit the house, breaking the same window that 
had previously been broken. Pamela Hopson, 
Tyrone's wife, said she heard someone yell 

"nigger" after the rocks were thrown. "Chil­
dren are not brought into the world hating," 
she commented. 

Meanwhile, on February 22 Black ac­
tors Angelo Reid and Chrystal Bates, 
leaving the Laurel Highland Regional 
Theater, were assaulted by a gang of 20 
youths. The gang shouted racial insults 
and threw beer at them. 

Reid was hit three times in the head. He 
said he saw several people coming toward 
them, yelling, "Let's see if you are bad," and 
"Nigger, stay out of Lawrenceville." Reid 
and Bates escaped when a friend drove up in 
a car. 

City Councilman Jim Ferlo called the 
February 22 incident at the theater "outright 
racial violence," but local businessmen are 
trying to play it down, claiming it was not 
racial. 

New York socialist caiDpaign 
Continued from front page 
the people of Iraq, North Korea, or Libya. We 
have no interest in the employers' Japan­
bashing either. Japanese workers face the 
same kinds of problems that we face in the 
United States. They are our allies, not our 
enemies," he said in a press statement. 

The Democratic candidates for U.S. 
Senate in the state- AI Sharpton, Geral­
dine Ferraro, Elizabeth Holtzman, and 
Charles Abrams- say that " the problem 
is that a Republican, Alfonse D'Amato, is 
in the Senate," Warren said. "It is true 
that D' Amato is an anti-working-class 
politician. But neither liberal policies or 
conservative policies are the cause of the 
problem - capitalism is." 

'We will take on Buchananism' 

He urged fellow working people and youth 
to join the only socialist alternative in the 
1992 elections to the course represented by 
the Democratic and Republican party politi­
cians. 

"We will take on Buchananism in all its 
forms -whether it be rallies defending cops 
who brutalize us, Operation Rescue's street 
mobilizations, Minnesota's White Student 
Union, and others. We will explain," the 
socialist said, "why instead of succumbing to 
the demagogy and scapegoatism of these 
incipient fascist forces, working people need 
to fight to break down the divisions between 
us bred by capitalism - both inside the 
United States and with fellow workers 
abroad." 

He pointed to a pamphlet called the Action 
Program, a set of fighting proposals put 
forward by his party. It calls for mounting an 
international fight for jobs, afflfffiative ac­
tion, and cancellation of the onerous foreign 
debt of the semi-colonial world. By charting 
such a course working people will begin to 
address and organize a struggle around the 
pressing needs of those most affected by the 
capitalist economic crisis. This would 
strengthen the fighting capacity of the entire 
working-class movement, he said. 

"As a candidate for U.S. Senate I will be 
standing alongside everyone who is looking 
for ways to fight back and to defend the rights 
of working people," he said. " I urge young 
people and unionists to join me in Peoria, 
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IlLinois, March 22 for a national rally in 
solidarity with the strike by members of the 
United Auto Workers union against Cater­
pillar's concession demands and at the April 
5 rally to defend abortion rights in Washing­
ton. D.C." 

Warren concluded by saying that he is 
running for Senate on the Socialist Workers 
Party ticket to "provide a working-class alter­
native to the increasing reactionary, biparti­
san drive that will result in war and economic 
and social catastrophe. 

"Put yourself in the shoes of a working 
person or young person in 1932. The De­
pression was underway. Fascism was con­
quering in Europe. World War II loomed 
on the horizon. We know what the out­
come of the last great social crisis of cap­
italism was and the fact that it could have 
been prevented if the struggles of work­
ing people had either not been diverted or 
drowned in blood. We face the same chal­
le nge today. Becoming a part of the fight 
for a workers' and farmers' government 
that would open the struggle to replace 
capitalism with socialism is the only an­
swer to the new crisis we face." 

Anti-Semitic attacks 
rise in United States 
BY DEREK BRACEY 

Anti-Semitic attacks in the United States 
hit a record level in 1991, a report from the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) details. In 
addition, for the ftrst time there were more 
attacks on Jewish people than on their prop­
erty. 

The February 6 report says 950 incidents 
of anti-Semitic harrassment, threats, and 
physical assaults occurred in 1991. There 
were 929 acts of vandalism. 

There were 60 politically related anti-Se­
mitic assaults in 1991, twice the number for 
1990, as well as 49 acts of arson, bombing, 
and cemetery desecration and 101 anti-Jew­
ish incidents reponed at 60 colleges. Abra­
ham Foxman, the ADL's national director, 
said most of these attacks occurred during the 
war with Iraq. 
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Thousands attend 
farmers rally 
in Ottawa, Canada 
BY JIM UPTON 

OTTAWA - Calling for the maintenance 
of protectionist import quotas and domestic 
marketing boards in dairy, egg, and poultry 
production, 30,000 farmers, their families, 
and supporters from across Canada rallied 
here February 21 in front of Parliament 
buildings. Two hundred farmers also traveled 
by bus from the United States. 

Organized by the Canadian and Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture, the Union of 
Agricultural Producers of Quebec (UP~), 
and Dairy Farmers of Canada, along w1th 
egg, turkey, and chicken marketing boards, 
the demonstration was one of the largest ever 
organized by farmers in Canada. 

The Ottawa rally was called to oppose 
propOsals being discussed in the current 
round of international negotiations of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) that would threaten the existence of 
a h ighly protected domestic market 
adrninistered by marketing boards. 

The goal of the GATT negotiations i.s to 
reach international agreement on regulations 

governing trade in more than a dozen sectors 
of economic activity, including agriculture. 

A proposal to reduce agricultural trade 
barriers submitted to the talks by GATT 
director-general Arthur Dunkel in late 
December would allow governments to use 
tariff barriers to protect domestic agricultural 
products from imports and maintain 
production at current levels. 

However, over a period of six years these 
tariff barriers would have to be lowered by 
a minimum of 15 percent and an average of 
36 percent. 

This proposal would eliminate a section 
of article l1 of the GATT, which currently 
allows countries to impose highly restrictive 
quotas on imports where domestic 
production is contro lled by marketing 
boards. 

Under the government-established system 
in Canada, a fanner who wishes to produce 
and sell dairy, egg, or poultry products, for 
example, must flfSt buy a production quota 
from the appropriate marketing board. The 
board determines the total number of quotas 

available based on market demand, 
establishes the cost of each quota, and 
guarantees the price to farmers. 

Strict federal import controls prevent the 
purchase of cheaper products available on 
the world market. Many farmers defend this 
supply management system as the only 
alternative to competing in an unstable 
market over which they have no control. 

In Canada, only between 1.5 percent and 
7.5 percent of milk, chickens, and eggs are 
imported. The remainder is supplied by the 
38,000 domestic producers of these items. 

Farmer organizations fear that the 
elimination of import quotas and marketing 
boards and a gradual reduction of tariff 
barriers would open up the Canadian market 
to a flood of U.S. dairy, poultry, and egg 
products, which are lower in cost. 

"Are we going to allow the United States 
to bully our government into signing a 
GATT deal that lets them steal our 
markets?" Louis Balcaen, chairman of the 
Dairy Farmers of Canada, asked. 

Court sentences Mohawk activists 

Deputy prime minister and finance 
minister Donald Mazankowski drew 
applause w hen ~e pledged that the 
Conservative government would continue to 
fight against proposals to eliminate import 
quotas and marketing boards. 

"We are not your enemy," he told the 
farmers. "We are your friend. We are 
defending your interests" in the trade talks. BY ROGER ANNIS 

MONTREAL - Ronald Cross and 
Gordon Lazore were sentenced by a Quebec 
provincial court February 29 to 52 months 
and 23 months in jail respectively. 

The two Mohawk Indians were convicted 
January 22 on 29 charges arising out of the 
1990 assault by Quebec and federal police 
and the Canadian Anny on the Mohawk 
territories of Kanesata.ke and Kahnawake, 
near Montreal. They were the first Mohawks 
to be convicted by a jury on charges arising 
out of the 1990 police and army operation. 

To date, 30 other Mohawks have pleaded 
guilty or have been convicted in non-jury 
trials arising from those events. 

The guilty rulings against Cross and 
Lazore include mischief, possession and use 
of firearms, and, the most serious charge, 
aggravated assault. 

The assault allegedly occured against 
Francis Jacobs, a Mohawk resident in Kane­
sata.ke during the police and army siege. 
Jacobs testified at the trial as the chief witness 
for the Quebec government prosecutors. 

Kanesata.ke and Kahnawake were under 
attack for 11 weeks. The crisis was provoked 
July 11 , 1990, by a Quebec provincial police 
raid at Kanesatake on a group of Mohawks 
protesting the attempt by capitalist interests 
in the neighboring town of Oka to expand a 
local golf course onto land claimed by the 
Mohawks. 

Cross and Lazore joined scores of 
Mohawks and their supporters who went to 
Kanesata.ke after July II to support the land 
rights fight there. 

"Why should they go to jail," said Phyllis 
Montour, after the sentencing. "After all they 
were defending our land and you could say 
it was like war. One side had guns, so what 
did they expect the other side to have?" 

Neither Cross nor Lazore testified at their 
trial. Their lawyers explained that this 
strategy was intended to keep the full burden 
of proof on the prosecution. 

The two Mohawks launched an appeal 
of their convictions February 20. Some 
$200,000 is owed to their lawyers. 

Quebec government prosecutors an­
nounced February 24 that they will appeal 
the acquittal of Roger Lazore, a third 
Mohawk who stood trial with Cross and 
Gordon Lazore, as well as the decision by 
tile' judge to set aside several dozen other 
charges originally brought against the three 
due to lack of proof. 

The prosecutors also argue that defense 
lawyer Owen Young should not have been 
allowed to include the subject of Native 
rights in his summation to the jury. 

Mohawk activist Kahn-Tmeta Hom held 
a press conference February 18 to kick off a 
defense and fund-raising campaign for 39 
Mohawks and supporters whose trial began 
with jury selection March 2. Hom is one of 
the 39. They, along with Cross and the 

Lazores, were the last group to hold out 
against the police and army siege. 

Several days later in Montreal, she spoke 
at the first of a series of planned fund-raising 
concerts, attended by I 00 people. She 
explained that the 39 would use the trial to 
defend their actions in support of the long­
standing Mohawk land claim at Kanesata.ke. 

She summed up some of the arguments 
that would be presented. 

' 'The government called on the army when 
negotiations could have resolved the 
conflict," she explained. 

"When we ended the siege [on Sep­
tember 26. 1990), we were beaten and our 
rights were violated. The soldiers who did 

this should be court-martialed. 
"To this day, the Mohawk people are 

continually harassed by the police. 
"Our movement is broad and international. 

lt is made up of ordinary people who are 
fighting to defend their liberties and live 
without fear. Defending our rights means 
defending your own rights." 

Horn appealed for donations to the 
Mohawk defense to be sent to: Liberation of 
the Mohawk Nation Defense Fund, P.O. Box 
645, Kahnawake, Quebec, JOL I BO. Tel: 
(514)638-4750 

Roger Annis is a member of Local !900 of 
the Canadian Auto Workers union. 

Liberal Party leader Jean Chretien, New 
Democratic Party leader Audrey Mc­
Laughlin, and Quebecois Bloc leader 
Lucien Bouchard stressed their wil­
lingness to join the government in 
opposing any weakening or elimination of 
article II in the GATT. 

The Canadian government opposes freer 
trade in dairy, poultry, and egg production, 
whereitsexportsarenegligible,but,asamajor 
exporter of grains, it is pressing for freer trade 
in this sector of agricultural production. To 
this end, it has joined the Cairns Group 
of 14 count ries, led by Austral ia and 

Continued on Page 6 

Auto workers report increased 'Militant' sales 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

Militant distributors continue to report a 
great deal of interest in following and 
supporting the strike by members of the 
United Auto Workers (UA W) against the 
Caterpillar earth-moving equipment 
manufacturer. 

Sales to UAW members have been going 
extremely well at factories and at plant gates 
throughout the country. Militant distributors 
in the UA W report 99 papers sold last week 
- 248 percent of their goal! 

From Chicago Pat Smith reports 24 papers 
were sold to UAW members last week - 22 
of them in Peoria, Illinois, where one of the 
striking Caterpillar plants is located. Peoria 
will be the site of the March 22 UAW­
organized solidarity rally. 

From Boston Valerie Johnson reports 
UA W members purchased 18 Militants 
outside the plant gate of Northrup in 
Norwood, Massachusetts. One worker gave 
$5 for two papers, which he planned to 
circulate in the plant. Johnson reports a 
positive response to the Militant's labor 
coverage - GM plant closings, Caterpillar 
strike, and West Coast longshoremen's strike 
-all of which were featured on the front 
and back pages of the paper. 

At the Freightliner plant in Mt. Holly, 
North Carolina, where the UAW recently 
completed an organizing drive and waged a 
successful strike to win a contract, 6 Militants 
were sold. Many other workers made a point 
of waving in support of the sales team as they 
drove into the plant, reports Militant 
distributor Bob Rowand. 

Socialists in the United Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) also did quite well last 
week, reaching 93 percent of their weekly 
goal. In Birmingham, Alabama, 20 papers 
were sold to USWA members. At Trinity 
Industries, a USWA-organized railcar plant, 
workers bought 17 papers and one 
subscription. "Workers were especially 
interested in the coverage of the Caterpillar 

strike," reports USWA member Betsy Farley. 
"Five supporters of the Militafll from 

Pittsburgh spent a day visiting locked-out 
Steelworkers in Ravenswood, ~st Virgin­
ia, and sold 22 papers and one subscription," 
writes Matilde Zimmermann. Some I ,700 · 
aluminum workers have been locked out by 
the Ravenswood Aluminum Corp. (RAC) for 
the past year. 

she 'belonged to three struggles' since she 
was an American Indian, wife of a locked-out 
Steelworker, and related to union coal miners 
too. She asked to have information on 
Socialist Workers Party election campaigns 
mailed to her." 

Reports listed on this week's "Sales to 
industrial unionists" scoreboard come from 
18 areas in the United States. 

"One retired RAC worker, a Navy veteran, 
bought a paper and told the salespeople, ' If 
a communist candidate carne along right 
now, I'd vote for him,' " reports Zimmer­
mann. "One woman who bought a paper said 

The final scoreboard in this campaign will 
appear in next week's Militant.Supporters 
should be sure to send their final sales figures 
into the Militant business office by Friday at 
9:00 a.m. EST. 

Sales to industrial unionists, Jan. 18-March 19 
Union Weeldy No.~d Percent• Subscription I No. of J How Far We J No. of 

sale goal Militant sold of renewal goal renewals Slaves Have books sold 
110" weekly ROal sold Come!' book__g_oal 

us. 
ACfWU 20 14 70 12 7 25 9 
lAM 60 21 35 30 18 55 21 
ILGWU 14 4 29 3 4 15 4 
OCAW 40 4 10 19 13 so 38 
UAW 40 99 248 20 22 40 46 
UFCW 40 16 40 20 14 25 15 
UMWA 8 14 175 7 6 17 15 
USWA 45 42 93 30 17 30 19 
UTU 45 11 24 35 9 30 10 
us. 312 225 72 176 110 287 177 
lbtals 
Canada 
ACfWU 3 0 0 ACTWU - Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers 

CAW 4 8 200 Union; CAW - Canadian Autoworl<ers Union; /AM -
International Association of Machinists: ILCWU -

lAM 5 4 80 lntemational Ladies' Garment Workers' Union; OCAW -

ILGWU 5 1 20 Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers; UAW- United Auto 

25 
Workers; UFCW - United Food and Commercial 

USWA 4 1 \1\.brkers; UMWA - United Mine \1\.brkers of America; 
Canada 21 14 67 USWA - United Steelworkers of America; UTU-United 

lbtals Transportation Union. 

• Includes copies of Perspectiva Mundial and L'internationaliste sold this week. 
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Residents fight cop killing of Henry Peco 
Los Angeles police come up with new 'evidence' but fail to stop protests 
BY ELIZABETH STONE 
AND THABO NTWENG 

LOS ANGELES - Since last November 
when Henry Peco was gunned down by Los 
Angeles cops, the Henry Peco Justice Com­
mittee has been campaigning to bring out the 
truth about the killing. Of the approximately 
I ,400 residents of the Imperial Courts hous­
ing project where Peco was killed, hundreds 
have turned out time and again for marches, 
rallies, and picket lines organized by the 
committee. 

The cops and their supporters have coun­
terattacked, stepping up daily harassment of 
Imperial Courts residents. On February 25 
they tried to deal a death blow to the com­
mittee when two youth from Imperial Courts. 
Marlon Kirkwood and Kevin Jenkins, 
claimed in court they saw Peco shooting at 
the cops. They pleaded guilty to separate 
charges of attempted murder and hiding a 
rifle Peco allegedly used. 

The news media reported these "confes­
sions" as valid and pressure immediately 
came down from government authorities for 
the Justice Committee to drop its campaign. 

''The whole purpose of the confessions 
was to quiet and dismantle the Henry Peco 
Justice Committee," committee co-chair 
Perry Crouch explains. "They are saying, 
well we've got these guys, they've confessed, 
so it's over. But the only thing it did was 
make us stronger." 

Crouch, who lives and works at the project, 
helped found the committee along with co­
chair 1beresa Allison, Henry Peco's aunt. 
They and dozens of other relatives and 
friends who saw Peco the night of November 
19 remain convinced that an independent 
investigation of the killing would show the 
cops are lying. Up to now there has been no 
such investigation. 

"We called in the FBI to help us, but they 
ended up endorsing the ' confessions' of Kirk­
wood and Jenkins and siding with the cover­
up of the cops," Allison says. "They did this 
without even talking to our witnesses." 

The many residents who saw Peco the day 
he was killed make it clear he was helping 
children to safety when the cops opened fire. 

Power blackout 
Early that evening, there was a power 

outage at Imperial Courts. The project's drill 
team, the "High Stompers," was practicing 
on the gym field. When the lights went out, 
Henry Peco helped Linda and Cynthia 
Mendenhall bring the children and young 
people on the drill team into the gym for 

safety. 1bey were concerned because on pre­
vious nights some shots had been fired in the 
project. 

Peco then went with his cousin LaShaune 
Holmes and Lisa Knowles to take three chil­
dren to LaShaune's house, which is several 

Sharon Holmes came running. Peco 's sister 
Jaquetha West tried to comfort her brother 
and the police pulled a gun on her. 

LaShaune Holmes, who was able to sit on 
the ground with Peco, began to plead for an 
ambulance. Residents called 911, but cops 

Jaquetha \\est next to memorial to her slain brother Henry Peco 

blocks from the gym, dropping off other 
children along the way. He was playing with 
the children, racing them, wrestling with 
them, ~d ~ugging them. He took them inside 
and lit the stove so the children could warm 
up. 

At Holmes's they noticed that Peco's little 
brother and niece were missing. Peco phoned 
his sister and mother to see if the youth were 
with them, but got no answers. He and 
Holmes decided to return to the gym to look 
for them. 

Holmes had to go to the bathroom, so 
Peco started back to the gym alone. On 
the way he ran into an aunt and Tinker, his 
cousin. A few minutes after talking with 
them, between their bouse and the gym, 
Peco was shot. 

After the shots rang out, Tinker yelled, 
"It's Tiny, it's Tiny" (Peco's nickname). Peco 
was then seen crawling on the ground, beg­
ging the cops to stop. 

Homes, Knowles, and Peco's cousin 

turned the ambulance around. During this 
whole time, no one saw any guns, other than 
those of the police. 

Peco received six shots 

Peco was shot in the bottom of the foot, 
in the leg, the ankle and in the buttocks and 
abdomen. Another shot, the one that killed 
him, was between the eyes. 

The cop's say they came to the project to 
respond to shooting when the lights went out 
But LaShaune, Knowles, and others saw an 
unusual number of cops, including some in 
plain clothes, massed in the area long before 
the killing. Earlier in the day one cop had 
threatened a group of tenants including Peco, 
saying that someone was "going to pay" for 
an earlier shooting at the project. 

'The police account of what happened 
makes no sense," Allison explains. 'The cops 
said they had four suspects - Peco, Kirk­
wood, Jenkins, and another person they say 
was wounded by the cops. But no one has 

Widespread torture by Chicago cops exposed 
BY JOHN VOTAVA 

CHICAGO -Police officers and com­
manders in Chicago engaged in systematic 
torture and abuse of suspects over a 13-year 
period, according to a report released Febru­
ary?. 

The abuse, which took place between 1973 
and 1986, included electric shock, beatings, 
suffocation, and psychological torture. The 
report had been prepared in September 1990 
by the Office of Professional Standards 
(OPS), a civilian oversight board, but had 
been kept secret by police officials. 

The torture cited in the report took place 
in the Brighton Park police station in a largely 
Black working class neighborhood, in the 
city's South Side, known as Area II. 

Public hearings are now being conducted 
by the Chicago police board over charges 
fLied by the Office of Professional Standards 
against commander John Burge and officers 
John Yucaitis and Patrick O'Hara. The three 
officers have been suspended since Novem­
ber after being charged with torturing pris­
oner Andrew Wilson in 1981. 

The OPS had originally cleared Burge, 
Yucaitis, and O'Hara when the charges of the 
Wilson torture first surfaced. They were 
forced to reopen the investigation in 1989 
when a jury found that the Chicago Police 
Department has an unstated policy of allow­
ing officers to torture prisoners when the 
killing of other cops is being investigated. 
Wilson was convicted for the killing of two 
cops. 

The report stated that "the preponderance 
of evidence is that abuse did occur and that 
it was systematic .... The type of abuse de-
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scribed was not limited to the usual beating, 
but went into such esoteric areas as psycho­
logical techniques and planned torture. 

"Particular command members were 
aware of the systematic abuse and perpetu­
ated it either by actively participating in same 
or failing to take action to bring it to an end." 

Charges of systematic torture had been 
leveled against the police department for 
years, resulting in a number of court judg­
ments against the Chicago police and a call 
for investigation by Amnesty International. 
In the past Chicago has had to pay more than 
$6 million a year to settle claims of police 
brutality. 

Many of the victims described in affidavits 
collected by their lawyers that they had been 
attached to an electroshock device, which the 
cops kept in a black box. From there the cops 
administered electroshocks to the victims' 
genitals, ear lobes, and arm pits. Others said 
they passed out after having plastic bags 
secured over their heads, stopping the flow 
of oxygen. When they recovered they were 
suffocated again in some cases. 

In a number of cases cops stuck guns with 
empty chambers into the mouths of prisoners 
or pointed them at their heads and pulled the 
triggers. Others said they we.re hanged from 
hooks by handcuffs attached to their wrists 
and were beaten on their feet and testicles. 

During the hearings Wilson took off his 
shirt and showed scars he had from the treat­
ment he received ten years earlier. He said 
that first Yucaitis and later Burge gave him 
the "black box" treatment. He detailed the 
beating and choking he received by the cops. 
Wilson added that his shouts eventually drew 

attention to the room and the abuse stopped. 
In charge of the Brighton Park station dur­

ing the period covered by the report was Leroy 
Martin, current Chicago Police Superinten­
dent, Chicago's top cop. Although Martin was 
commander of the district for only one year 
it was at a time when the abuse was rampant. 
Taylor, one of the attorneys for many of the 
victims, charged Martin with a ''cover-up". 

Burge, testifying at the hearings, denied 
the charges of torture. Martin said it was "an 
outright lie'' that police commanders knew 
about or condoned torture. 

However the Chicago Tribune has pointed 
out that Martin has flaunted an image of 
the "tough cop," calling his officers the 
"toughest gang" in town and suggesting that 
parts of the U.S. Constitution should be sus­
pended to make "crime fighting" easier. "Tilis 
is a ftne police department, fine men and 
women on it," he told a Chicago Urban 
League luncheon. 

Burge has been the focal point of protests 
by many in the Black community during his 
rise in the police department because of 
mounting evidence of torture against 13 sus­
pects in the 70s and 80s. 

The African American Police League and 
Black Officers United pushed to make the 
reports public and hold the hearings. 

"AU of the victims were Black or Latino, 
so far as we've seen, and the people who 
were doing the torturing were white officers," 
Taylor said. He said that many of the alleged 
victims claim the abusive cops made racist 
slurs. According to Taylor some of the vic­
tims were released after being tortured and 
were never charged. 

ever seen or known of such a wounded 
person. 

"The cops say Tiny attacked them with an 
AK-47 assault rifle. But many people were 
in the area and the cops were close to Peco 
when they shot him. How could Jenkins have 
come so close to pick up the assault rifle with 
no one seeing him? The cops didn't do a 
search for this so-called rifle until a week 
later. Both this rifle and the .38 revolver 
Kirkwood supposedly had have never been 
found." 

An article in the January 5 Los Angeles 
Times quoted Jenkins 's lawyer, Justin 
Groshan, as saying that Jenkins's testimony 
against Peco was coerced. 

The Times later reponed that after the 
plea-bargained "confessions" Groshan didn't 
want to talk about the question of coercion. 

Protests against the cops began the night 
of the killing. "The anger was building 
up," Perry says. "First the shooting. Then 
the cops stan pulling guns on other people, 
cursing at people. They took people to jail 
for asking questions. So we all marched 
together, over a hundred by then, to an 
adjacent lot. 

"They took Theresa's daughters, Sharon 
and LaShaune, handcuffed and in separate 
cars to the 1 08th station and kept them until 
about a quarter to one. 

"When Tmy's mother came to fmd her 
son, they showed no respect. 1bey didn't let 
her see Tiny u,ntil l1: 15, over five hours after 
he was shot." · 

Demand for independent investigation 

The Peco Justice Committee held its first 
rally at the l08th Street station December 7. 
On December 17 committee leaders ap­
peared, along with Congresswoman Maxine 
Waters, at the police commission, demanding 
an independent investigation. 

Police chief Daryl Gates attacked "misin­
formation" he said was being spread by Im­
perial Courts residents. He charged that gun­
shot residue on Peco's hands indicated he 
had ftred a weapon. The committee re­
sponded with information from the coroner 
that the residue could have come from shots 
fired at Peco at close range. 

The cops retaliated December 23 by driv­
ing over the memorial that the residents had 
built for Henry on the spot where he was 
killed. 

On December 31 cops did a sweep of the 
project, arresting 66 people. They compiled 
a list of people with outstanding warrants, 
including traffic and public drinking viola­
tions, and went searching for them house-to­
house just before dawn. The cops claimed 
the purpose of the raid was to cut down on 
the number of people celebrating New Year's 
Eve by firing guns in the air. But no guns 
were found. 

Sharon, Theresa's daughter, reported they 
rushed through her house at 5:30 a.m. looking 
for someone no one living there had heard 
of named "Martin," terrifying her three chil­
dren. They also went to the door of Henry 
Peco 's mother. 

After the sweep, the committee called for 
the LAPD to be taken out of the project, 
leaving the housing authority officers as the 
police force. Now they are focusing on mo­
bilizing people to push back the cop abuse 
and brutality, to make it harder for the cops 
to harass and intimidate. 

"The whole purpose of the Henry Peco 
Justice Committee is to save the children," 
Perry says. "We will continue to do this 
thing because if we just lay back, another 
Henry will occur. If they can get away with 
this and we don't continue to expose what 
happened, they will try to get away with 
another. 

"We are pro-human life. We want to make 
sure things are available to our young kids 
so they won't get mixed up in gangs and do 
things contrary to life. We want jobs and 
education. We want respect." 

The committee has broadened its scope to 
include united action with families and sup­
porters of victims of police brutality through­
out the city. A rally and march with the theme 
of "united communities against police terror 
and crimes" is planned for Tuesday, March 
31 at l 0:30a.m., starting at the County Build­
ing. 



Officer testifies that cops hit 
Rodney King without cause 
BY HARRY RING 

LOS ANGELES- From the outset of the 
trial, lawyers for the four cops charged with 
the beating of Rodney King have worked 
overtime to persuade the jury to forget what 
they saw in the videotape of King being 
clubbed and stomped. 

Instead, they argue, the jury should take 
the word of the cops that in the moments 
before the video filming began, King was 
resisting fiercely and posing a serious danger 
to the cops - armed with guns, clubs, and 
stun guns -who surrounded him. 

The lawyers also insist that in their savage 

Police Officer Stacey Koon, one of four cops charged in beating of Rodney King. 

beating of King, the cops were acting totally 
in accord with training they received from 
the Los Angeles Police Department. One 
defense lawyer declared, "They acted in a 
departmentally-approved fashion." 

Evidence wilJ prove, he asserted, that the 
cops derived no pleasure from what they were 
doing but acted out of "fear and frustration." 

Their self-.defense claim was at least par­
tially discredited by Melanie Singer, a po­
licewoman with the California Highway Pa­
trol. She and her husband Timothy. also a 
CHP cop, are patrol car partners and were 
the ones who chased down the car driven by 
King for alleged speeding. 

Her original account of the incident largely 
coincided with the reports filed by two of the 
LAPD cops involved. In addition to the as­
sault charge, two cops were also indicted for 
filing false reports. 

Like the two LAPD cops, Singer wrote 
her account of the incident before she knew 
there was a videotape of the beating. 

On the witness stand, she contradicted the 
claim that King was trying to attack the cops. 
Rather, she testified, he was simply trying to 
break loose from them. 

She iJlustrated for the court the blows King 
suffered after he was "staggered" by an initial 
blow to the head. 

Demonstrating the "power strokes" ad­
ministered to King, she clutched a nightstick 
in both hands, swinging it like a baseball bat. 

She testified they had been powerful 
blows, "with nothing held back." 

On the stand, she said she had been mis­
taken at points in her original report and in 

Cop beating of Chinese immigrant 
caught on videotape in Vancouver 
BY JO~NNE PRITCHARD 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia- On 
February 9 Emergency Response Team cops 
shot their way into Feng Hua Zhang's bed­
room, dragged him out by his hair, sprayed 
him with a mace-like substance, and beat 
him. His roommate Wai Shen Wong was also 
assaulted. A neighbor, believing that exces­
sive force was being used, videotaped the 
beating. 

. John Russ.ell. vice-presjdent .o{ .the Britisb 
Columbia Civil Liberties Association, re­
plied, "Without public scrutiny, there is no 
assurance police are keeping their house in 
order." 

The United Chinese Community Enrich­
ment Service Society has also spoken out 
against the cop violence. 

The videotape of the beating was repeat­
edly aired on Cantonese-language television 
here. Garment workers at the Jantzen and 
Koret companies, many who are of Chinese 
origin, reacted with shock. One sewing rna-

.c.hi~.operator expl~ned she. would.oot.have 
believed the police would do such a thing if 
she had not seen it for herself on the video. 

As the truth sank in, more workers ex­
pressed anger. "The police did it because the 
guys were Chinese and didn't speak En­
glish," one said. Another recalled other cases 
of harassment that Chinese youth had suf­
fered at the hands of the police. 

Joanne Pritchard is a member of Interna­
tional Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
Loca/287. 

• 
Rodney King showing injuries from po-
lice beating. Trial is now underway. 

her testimony to the grand jury that indicted 
the four cops. 

She also suggested that her account of the 
highway chase, as recounted in the LAPD 
reports, had been embellished. 

At the outset of the trial, one of the defen­
dants. Theodore Briseno, tried to cut himself 
loose from the others. In an opening state­
ment to the jury, Briseno's lawyer claimed 
that his client felt the other cops were "out 
of control." 

Attempting to explain away the fact that 
in the video Briseno is seen stomping King 
in the head, the lawyer said he was trying to 
hold King's head down so the others would 
stop brutalizing him. 

At the outset of the trial, presiding Judge 
Stanley Weisberg barred the defense from 
telling the jury that at the time of the beating, 
King was on parole from a burglary convic­
tion. 

The judge declared, " I'm trying to prevent 
unnecessary character assassination." 

The trial is being held in Simi Valley, a 
small Ventura County town just north of Los 
Angeles. 

Several thousand cops and their families 
live in Simi Valley and neighboring Thou­
sand Oaks. 

Bjack people constitute 2 percent of the 
county population. There are no Blacks on 
the jury, which is composed of I 0 whites, I 
Latina, and I woman originally from the 
Philippines. The public record does not indi­
cate how many, if any, of the jurors are 
relatives of cops. 

The Simi Valley courtroom is a tiny one 
and the media is jammed into a neighboring 
room, following the proceedings on closed­
circuit TV. 

A Los Angeles cable station is providing 
continuous coverage of the trial. 

In the complaint that Zhang, a recent 30-
year-old immigrant, has filed against the Van­
couver police force, he explains, "The men 
held me down on the ground on my stomach, 
and I felt my arms were twisted to the back 
and handcuffs being put on me. Someone 
sprayed something onto my face, I don't 
know what, but I felt my face and eyes were 
on fire. I was also punched and kicked." 

FBI bombed Puerto Rico post office in 1978 
Zhang and Wong were then brought back 

into the apartment. They were not allowed 
to talk with each other and were not imme­
diately permitted to rinse their eyes and faces. 
Their apartment was ransacked by the cops. 

Zhang, who is still in pain, has de­
manded that disciplinary actions be taken 
against the cops who beat him and that he 
be compensated for the injuries he suffered 
during the beating as well as for the effects 
of his apartment that were destroyed by 
the cops. 

The sole investigation into the conduct of 
the Emergency Response Team is that of 
Vancouver police chief Bill Marshall. The 
cops say they were acting on a tip that drugs 
and weapons were in the apartment. None 
were found however. None of the officers 
from the emergency squad have even been 
suspended pending the investigation. 

l--os Angeles Police Chief Daryl Gates, 
who faced strong pressure to resign over the 
videotaped beating of Rodney King, a Black 
construction worker, last year, was in town 
attending a Simon Fraser University-spon­
sored conference on global policing. He was 
interviewed in connection with the videotap­
ing of the beating. He was quoted as saying 
that police should not be judged solely on 
the basis of videotape evidence. "You gotta 
get down there in the gutter with the suspect 
like the officer is doing. Then you get some 
sense of whether that force is reasonable and 
necessary," he said, calling on the public to 
trust police to monitor themselves over issues 
of excessive force. 

BY MARTiN KOPPEL 
The FBI carried out violent attacks in 

Puerto Rico in 1978 that were then blamed 
on proindependence groups, an undercover 
cop admitted in testimony at Puerto Rican 
Senate hearings. 

Police intelligence agent Angel L6pez 
Nunci testified February 25 that the FBI had 
placed a bomb at a post office in the town of 
Ciales in 1978. 

This was part of a campaign by the federal 
and colonial governments throughout the 
1970s to victimize and smear the indepen­
dence movement, student activists, and 
unions in Puerto Rico. 

The Senate hearings are investigating the 
1978 police ambush and murder of two in­
dependence activists. The police, FBI, and 
the governor initially claimed the two youths 
were terrorists caught trying to blow up com­
munications towers at Cerro Maravilla. 

It \_¥as later proven that the police had 
organized the entire operation, in which an 
undercover cop entrapped the. youths. 

Police officials have since admitted that the 
cops also placed numerous bombs that they 
then attributed to independence activists. 

Undercover agent L6pez testified that he 
started a riot at the University of Puerto Rico 
in May 1971 by throwing a gasoline bomb 
provided by the police. The ensuing conflict 
left three dead. Two students were subse­
quently framed up on murder charges. he 
said. 

L6pez and Alejandro Gonzalez Malave­
the agent provocateur involved in the Cerro 

Maravilla killings - also placed bombs in 
several communications towers and two post 
offices in 1978. 

The cop was told of the FBI bombing of 
the post office by his superiors in the Intel­
ligence Division. This is the flf'St time the 
FBI has been directly implicated in carrying 
out terrorist bombings in Puerto Rico. 

The Senate hearings had already shown 
that the federal cops knew about plans for 
the Cerro Maravilla operations as well as 
other illegal police activities. The FBI, for 
example. covered up the existence of a death 
squad organized by a U.S. marshal and Navy 
lieutenant that targeted the independence 
movement and other government critics. 

FBI wants phonetap system installed 
BY DEREK BRACEY 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is 
pushing for a law that would require phone 
companies to re-engineer their new phone 
networks to allow wiretapping. 

The FBI says its agents are having increas­
ing difficulty listening to phone conversa­
tions because of new communications ad­
vances. Most notable are digital technologies 
in which sounds are changed into computer 
language, and bundled onto a line with other 
calls, then separated out and turned back into 
sound near the destination. 

Another FBI complaint is about fiber op­
tics in which sounds are turned into pulses 
of light and sent through glass strands. The 
U.S. government has delayed sales of fiber­
optic technology to the Soviet Union because 
of the great difficulty in tapping it. 

The FBI proposed a law March 6 that 
would require phone companies to incorpo­
rate technology that would make their sys­
tems compatible with wiretapping. It also 
proposed allowing the Federal Communica-

tions Commission to let phone companies 
pass the costs of this on to consumers. 

Many phone companies are protesting, 
saying that the costs would be excessive. 
They note that with 150 million phone lines, 
and a cost of $ 1 billion for setting up new 
tapping methods, this would come to $6.60 
per consumer. "We don't feel our ratepayers 
should pay that money," said Bill Mc­
Closkey, a spokesman for BeliSouth Corp. 

"Without an ultimate solution, terrorists, 
violent criminals, kidnappers, drug cartels, 
and other criminal organizations will be able 
to carry out their illegal activities using the 
telecommunications system without detec­
tion," FBI director William Sessions said. 
"This proposal is critical to the safety of the 
American people and to law enforcement 
officers." 

But Congressman Edward Markey, who 
chairs the House subcommittee handling the 
FBI proposal. said the plan has troubling 
overtones of "Big Brother" about it. 
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Economic statistics point 
to recession in Japan 

A series of bleak economic indicators has 
signaled that a recession is developing in 
Japan. Government estimates show indus­
trial production will decline four percent the 
first quarter of this year. Capital investment 
by manufacturers is projected to tumble 
nearly 11 percent in the fiscal year beginning 
April 1, the worst decline since 1977. 

Japanese manufacturers expect profits to 
fall heavily this fiscal year. "Let's face it­
There's a recession," read the headline of an 
editorial in the Japanese Nikkei Weekly. 

Trade antagonisms between 
Ottawa and .\\2shington intensify 

AU .S. Commerce department finding that 
Canada is unfairly subsidizing its exports of 
softwood lumber increased the strains on 
trade between the two countries. The depart­
ment imposed import duties of close to 15 
percent on the $2.6 billion of shipments of 
lumber from Canada to the United States. 

Canadian prime minister Brian Mulroney 
said it was "unacceptable" for the U.S. to 
penalize the exports. "We will contest the 
ruling and we expect to win," he said. A week 
earlier the U.S. Customs Service had pre­
sented Honda Motor company's Canadian 
subsidiary with a bill for $17 million in back 
import duties after ruling that the cars no 
longer qualify for duty-free treatment. 

Kenya police club women 
protesters unconscious 

Police in riot gear clubbed four women 
protesters unconscious in central Nairobi, 
Kenya's capital, March 3. Before the attack 
the police used tear gas and fired several 
times in the air attempting to disperse a group 
of women hunger strikers and their support­
ers from a park. 

Many of the protesters say they have sons 
in jail who have been held for more than a 
year on trumped-up charges by the govern­
ment of Daniel arap Moi. Wangari Maathai, 
one of the injured women who is a leading 
member of the country's main opposition 
group, the Forum for the Restoration of De­
mocracy, was in critical condition. 

Tel Aviv may d_rop bid 
for U.S. loan guarantees 

Israeli government officials have sug­
gested in recent remarks they may drop their 
request for $10 billion in U.S .loan guarantees 
because of demands from Washington to stop 
building settlements in the West Bank and 
Gaza strip. 

" I would announce 'Thank you very 
much,' " said Israeli housing minister Ariel 
Sharon, "and make a very big effort to raise 
these funds from other sources." Israeli prime 
minister Yitzhak Shamir sounded a similar 
note. "I think almost all the political factions 
in Israel would not accept a sttuation in which 
the American Administration would dictate 
our policy, whether about settlements today 
or about territorial issues tomorrow," he told 
the army radio. 

French government will deploy 
additional troops to Chad 

The French government announced 
March l it will deploy an additional 120 
paratroopers to Chad, a former French colony 
in West Africa, bringing the number of 
French soldiers there to 1 ,370. Paris decided 
to increase its forces after Chadian prime 
minister Jean Alingue Bawoyeu claimed that 
a group of soldiers who attacked a police 
station in the capital N'djamena had at­
tempted to overthrow his government. 

General strike in capital 
of Niger after army mutiny 

Niamey, Niger's capital, ground to a halt 
March 2 as most workers joined an indefinite 
general strike to protest an attempted coup 
by mutinous army units. The strike was called 
by the trade union confederation USTN and 
30 political parties. 

Non-commissioned officers had taken 
over the national radio and television three 
times and detained politicians and govern­
ment officials to press their demands for two 
months back pay. The government along with 
the army command agreed to the demands. 
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Why China joined Korean War 

Hundreds of thousands of Chinese volunteers like these, mostly workers and peasants, 
gave their lives in the fight against U.S. imperialism in the Korean W..r. 

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 
The recent publication of a 1950 cable 

from then Chinese president Mao Zedong to 
Soviet premier Joseph Stalin highlights 
Washington's aggressive drive to overthrow 
the fledgling Chinese revolution. U.S.-Ied 
forces in Korea were marching north toward 
China's border when the message was sent. 

While the information contained in the 
secret communication sheds no new light on 
the origins of the war, it points to the reasons 
why hundreds of thousands of Chinese vol­
unteers gave their lives on the side of workers 
and peasants in Korea between 1950 and 
1953. 

"We have decided to send partofthearmed 
forces into Korea," Mao wrote in the Oct. 2, 
1950, cable, "to do battle with the forces of 
America and its running dog Syngman Rhee 
and to assist our Korean comrades." Rhee 
headed the South Korean puppet regime set 
up by Washington following the division of 
Korea at the 38th parallel in 1945. 

"If we allow the United States to occupy 
all of Korea," continued the cable, "Korean 
revolutionary power will suffer a fundamen­
tal defeat, and the American invaders will 
run more rampant, and have negative effects 
for the entire Far East." The text of the cable 
was printed in the February 26 issue of the 
New York Times. 

The cable explicitly recognized that Wash­
ington might cause widespread destruction 
in China in retaliation for China's entry into 
the war, but asserted that defeat of U.S. 
imperialism in Korea was worth the risk. "We 
must be prepared that the United States may, 
at a minimum, use its Air Force to bomb 
many major cities and industrial centers in 
China, and use its navy to assault the coastal 
region," it said. 

U.S. troops in China revolt 

China's government at the time had good 
reason to believe Washington would launch 
a frontal assault against the Chinese revolu­
tion if it won the Korean War. 

At the end of World War II the U.S. 
government landed 50,000 troops in China 
to help prop up the dictatorial regime of 
Chiang Kai-shek. 

National liberation forces under the lead­
ership of the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) were supported by the vast majority 
of the population in 1945, but Chiang Kai­
shek 's troops still controlled part of south 
China. The CCP-Ied liberation forces and a 
peasant-based army had spearheaded the na­
tional resistance against the Japanese army 
that invaded China in 1931. 

U.S. soldiers, shifted to China and other 
Asian countries from Europe after the defeat 

30,000 at Canadian farmers' rally 
Continued from Page 3 
New Zealand, who are pushing for the elim­
ination or reduction of domestic subsidies, 
foreign quotas, and tariff barriers in agricul­
tural production. 

Capitalist grain farmers, agribusinesses, 
and grain merchants who feel they could 
increase their profits through freer trade on 
the world market have attacked those advo­
cating a protectionist policy with regard to 
dairy, egg, and poultry production. 

At its December convention the UPA 
adopted a resolution supporting a "sovereign 
Quebec", which is widely understood as a 
demand for greater autonomy for Quebec 
inside Canada. The 47,000-member UPA in 
Quebec includes 14,000 dairy farmers who 
supply 40 per cent of the Canadian dairy 
market as well as hundreds of egg and poultry 
farmers. Ottawa fears that the elimination of 
article II and the possible loss by Quebec 
farmers of a significant portion of the Cana­
dian dairy market could push them further 
in the direction of s1,1pporting greater powers 
for Quebec at the expense of the federal 
government. 

Some farmers pointed out that the market­
ing board system, which has been in place for 
more than 20 years, has not succeeded in 
overcoming the crisis in agriculture. 

Walter, a dairy farmer from Goderich, 
Ontario, who attended the rally explained 
that it costs about $6,800 to buy a quota for 
selling the milk from one cow. That is several 
times more than the cost of buying and 

raising a cow to the point where it can begin 
producing milk. Under today's conditions it 
would cost close to $170,000 just to buy the 
right to sell the milk of 25 dairy cows and, 
as Walter put it, "the right to work seven days 
a week." 

The cost of buying these quotas, along 
with the high cost of machinery, feed, and 
other inputs drives many family farmers fur­
ther into debt to the banks. Despite the guar­
anteed prices and market for their products, 
many small farmers find it difficult to cover 
costs, pay debts, and earn an income suffi­
cient to support their family. 

The number of dairy farmers in Canada 
has declined from 79,000 in 1975 to 32,700 
today, a drop of 59 per cent 

Several socialist workers participated in 
the Ottawa rally, selling the Militant and the 
new Pathfinder pamphlet, Farmers Face the 
Crisis of the 1990s by Doug Jenness. In 
discussions with farmers they explained how 
neither capitalist protectionism nor free trade 
offer a solution to the problems facing most 
working farmers. In particular, they stressed 
the need to demand that the government 
provide a guaranteed market for farmers' 
products and fair prices from the large com­
panies that buy their commodities, as an 
alternative to the present system of marketing 
boards and quotas. 

.lim Upton is a member of International 
Association of Machinists Lodge 869 and 
works at Rolls-Royce Canada in Montreal. 

of Japan and Germany in the war, refused to 
fight. 

"We hear news reports daily over the radio 
about the Chinese war and the United States 
intention of staying out," wrote a U.S. pilot 
in the Army Air Force at Kunming, China. 
"We know now that our own country lies 
even as German Nazism lied to the German 
people." His letter, echoing the sentiments 
of many U.S. soldiers, was published in the 
New York newspaper PM in December 
1945. 

Tired of fighting, the soldiers rebelled 
against being used to crush the anticolonial 
revolution. Washington was forced to send 
them home. 

A full-scale civil war broke out in China 
in 1947. The CCP-Ied forces, inspired by a 
massive distribution of land to peasants in 
rebel-held areas and other measures reflect­
ing the aspirations of workers, peasants, and 
students, defeated Chiang's regime and came 
to power in 1949. Tens of thousands of 
Koreans fought on the side of the revolution­
ary forces during the Chinese civil war. 

The political and military machine that 
had represented the landlords, capitalists, 
and army warlords was broken by a popular 
revolution. For the first time China had a 
centralized, national government indepen­
dent of the imperialist powers and based on 
the support of the workers and peasants. 

Korean War 

Washington withdrew all diplomatic per­
sonnel from China in January 1950. Right 
up until 1979 it recognized Chiang's forces, 
which had fled to the island of Taiwan. as 
the government of all of China. Chiang's 
regime continued to represent China at the 
United Nations until 1971. 

When the Korean War broke out on June 
25, 1950, the governments of the United 
States, Britain, and other imperialist powers 
sent thousands of troops under the cover of 
the United Nations. 

The U.S. 7th fleet was sent to the Taiwan 
Straits, off the Chinese coast, and U.S. Con­
gress barred all trade with China. Gen. Doug­
las MacArthur, who commanded Washing­
ton's troops in Korea, made clear his inten­
tions to carry the Korean War into China. 

Three months after the outbreak of the 
war, U.S.-Ied forces drove into the north, 
aiming to smash the North Korean govern­
ment and lay the basis for bringing the entire 
peninsula under imperialist domination. 
They advanced their way to the Yalu river 
on the Korean-Chinese border. 

That was when Mao sent the just-pub­
lished cable to Stalin asking for air cover and 
artillery support from the Soviet Union dur­
ing the planned advance of Chinese troops. 
Stalin refused. The Chinese CCP leadership 
decided to go ahead anyway. 

In an Oct. 13, 1950, telegram to Chinese 
prime minister Zhou Enlai, then in Moscow, 
Mao wrote: "If we do not send troops, al­
lowing the enemy to press to the Yalu border 
and the arrogance of reactionaries at home 
and abroad to grow, this will be disadvanta­
geous to all sides." 

The war took a different tum as hundreds 
of thousands of battle-tested Chinese volun­
teers, mostly peasants who had just won a 
revolutionary victory in their own country, 
joined with Korean troops to push the impe­
rialist troops back to the 38th parallel. By 
the end of 1952, 1.2 million Chinese troops 
were engaged in the war. Some 900,000 
Chinese fighters fell in battle by the end of 
the conflict in June 1953. 

The successful action against Washing­
ton's aggression in Korea forced it to retreat 
on its military threats against China. The 
massive participation of Chinese peasants 
and workers against imperialist intervention 
in Korea also gave an impulse to a deepening 
of the Chinese revolution. The pace of the 
agrarian reform accelerated, eradicating 
landlordism throughout the entire country­
side. 

In the later stages of the Korean War, as 
Chinese capitalists attempted to sabotage the 
economy, Mao's regime expropriated them. 
Capitalist ownership of basic production was 
eliminated and a monopoly of foreign trade 
was established. 

The war produced a stalemate, with the 
Korean peninsula divided into two states 
with different social systems. This was a 
crushing blow to Washington's attempt to 
restore capitalism in North Korea. 



Nixon says U.S. risks losing cold war 
Continued from front page 
trois on fuel and other energy prices. Crude 
oil prices are expected to increase from 350 
to 2,500 rubles a ton, affecting everything 
from transportation to fmished goods. 

Russian minister of economics Andrei 
Nechayev predicts that output in some indus­
tries will decline by half. With factories 
across Russia teetering near bankruptcy, the 
threat of mass unemployment has emerged 
for the first time in decades. While the re­
sponse to this devastation has so far not pro­
duced mass protests, government officials in 
Russia are worried. Miners in the Kuzbass 
coal mining region of western Siberia called 
a strike March II. 

' 'The bottom line is that Yeltsin is the most 
pro-Western leader of Russia in history," 
Nixon wrote. 

"We have decided to send two hundred 
Peace Corps volunteers -a generous action 
if the target of our aid were a small country 
like Upper Volta but mere tokenism if ap­
plied to Russia, a nation of almost 200 million 
people covering one-seventh of the world's 
Landmass," he continued. 

''This is a pathetically inadequate response 
in light of the opportunities and dangers we 
face in the crisis in the former Soviet Union," 
he added. 

Nixon proposed pouring billions more in 
aid to the Yeltsin regime. " In light of the 
depth of the Russian economic crisis there is 
no time to lose," he warned. ''Those who 
would put off major action on these fronts 
until the next international aid conference in 
July 1992 could find that this is too little and 
too late." 

In a speech to a March 11 foreign affairs 
conference sponsored in Washington, D.C., 
by the Nixon library, the former president 
said funds in the range of $20 billion a year 
for a five-year period would be needed. 

"The stakes are high, and we are playing 
as if it were a penny ante game," Nixon 

Massive income growth 
for wealthy in the U.S. 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

The average income of the richest 1 per­
cent of the families in the United States 
soared by 77 percent up to a yearly average 
of $560,000 during the 1980s. This income 
bracket is largely made up of the wealthiest 
capitalist families, plus managers and execu­
tives of Fortune 500 corporations. 

Figures released by the Congressional 
Budget Office show that the income of the 
bottom 40 percent of families suffered a net 
drop between .1977 and 1989. The poorest 
sections of the working class - the 20 per­
cent of U.S. families whose average income 
is below $8,400 a year- were hit the hard­
est. Their income dropped by 9 percent in this 
period. 

The wealthiest 20 percent received 94 per­
cent of the after-tax income increases during 
those twelve years. Those in the mid-point of 
income distribution - with an average of a 
$32,700 a year - increased their income by 
4 percent. 

By the end of the 1980s chief company 
executives were making 120 times as much 
as the average worker, compared with about 
35 times as much in the rnid-1970s. 

Workweek on the rise 
over past two decades 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

The average U.S. worker puts in almost 
140 more hours on the job every year than 
two decades ago, according to a new study 
conducted by the Economic Policy Institute. 

" Increasing numbers of people are finding 
themselves overworked, stressed out and 
heavily taxed by the joint demands of work 
and family life," says the study. 

A major factor accounting for the longer 
work hours is the fact that real wages have 
been declining since 1973, while health care 
and housing costs have increased. 

The study found that fu ll-time workers put 
in, on average, 138 more hours a year in 1989 
than they did in 1969. At the same time, paid 
time off for vacations, holidays, sick leave, 
and personal days fell 15 percent during the 
1980s. Workers in the United States averaged 
16.1 daysoffayear in 1989comparedto 19.8 
days in 198 I. 

emphasized in his memo. Washington's fail­
ure to provide adequate aid to Yeltsin may 
result in the question of "Who lost Russia?" 
becoming the kind of charged question in 
bourgeois politics in the 1990s that the ques­
tion "Who lost China?" was in the 1950s, he 
pointed out. 

A revolution by workers and peasants 
overthrew the dictatorial regime of Chiang 
Kai-shek in China in 1949. Soon after that 
capitalism was abolished there. 

Nixon took the debate within the ruling 
class around this question up another notch 
during the Washington conference. For 
Nixon -one of the standard-bearers of the 
Republican right - it was one of his most 
highly publicized appearances since he was 
forced to resign the presidency in 1974 fol­
lowing the Watergate scandal. 

Bush responded to Nixon's criticisms by 
explaining that there were simply not enough 
resources available of the sort Nixon said 
must be provided to guarantee capitalism's 
success in Russia. "We're living in a time of 
constrained resources," he said. "There isn't 
a lot of money around. We are spending too 
much as it is already. So to do the things I 
would really like to do, I don't have a blank 
check for all that." 

During the Washington conference Nixon 
said a bipartisan effort along the lines of the 
Truman doctrine in the 1940s is now needed. 

He referred to a speech that President 
Harry Truman gave in 1947. " I remember 
Harry Truman- jaunty, some said a little 
cocky- corning down before a joint session 
of Congress and asking for millions of dollars 
in aid to Greece and Turkey to prevent Com­
munist subversion and possibly Communist 
aggression." 

Truman's speech, heavy with anti-com­
munist rhetoric, launched a massive military­
aid program to the rightist regime in Greece, 
which was threatened by a worker and peas­
ant uprising at the time. The policy outlined 
in the speech became known as the Truman 
Doctrine. This policy sought to prevent the 
spread of anticapitalist revolutions such as 
those that took place in Yugoslavia in 1945-
46 and later in China. 

The announcement of the Truman Doctrine 
marked the beginning of the period known -
somewhat inaccurately- as the Cold War, 

.. 
Richard Nixon (inset) assailed Bush for ' pathetically inadequate' aid to Russia, where 
steeply rising prices for basic goods are contributing to instability. 

when Washington devoted huge resources, 
both economic and military, to exert pressure 
on the workers states of Eastern Europe, the 
Soviet Union, China, and elsewhere. An in­
tegral part of this effort was Washington's 
second major militarization drive, the first 
being the U.S. military buildup in World War 
II. With the second interimperialist slaughter 
barely over, the U.S. rulers, who emerged 
supreme with Japan's surrender in 1945, felt 
the need to put back together a military force 
that could be used against the struggles of 
workers and peasants around the world. 

Nixon admitted that the Marshall Plan, 
which launched massive investments by 
Washington to rebuild the capitalist econo­
mies in Europe at the end of World War II, 
could not simply be applied in the same way 
in Russia. 

"One of the major reasons that there's a 

serious question as to whether freedom can 
succeed in Russia, is the lack of a manage­
ment class," he said. 

"Seventy years of totalitarian Commu­
nism did destroy the management class in 
Russia and therefore you have to have a 
different approach than simply the Marshall 
Plan approach." 

Nixon has good reason to worry. Yeltsin 's 
measures are no different than the measures 
that the regimes in Eastern Europe have im­
plemented to open the way to capitalism. 
Two years after the Polish government began 
its "shock therapy," its privatization plans 
faltered with the economy in total disarray 
and the government itself in permanent cri­
sis. The same process of disintegration and 
the accompanying political instability is un­
folding in the other Eastern European coun­
tries and in Russia itself. 

Campaign defends Syrian prisoners 
BY DEREK BRACEY 

An international campaign to win relief for 
Syrian prisoners is seeking the release of the 
thousands of prisoners in that country, sev­
eral of whom have been imprisoned for two 
decades. 

Estimates on the total number of political 
prisoners in Syria vary from 8,000 to 12,000, 
despite recent releases of 1 ,800 other Pales­
tinian detainees and I ,000 Syrian prisoners. 
Many are being held without trial, under a 
state of emergency that has been in force 
since 1963. 

The great majority of Syrian prisoners are 

from the Islamic fundamentalist movement. 
which launched an armed struggle against the 
regime that was crushed in a bloodbath in 
1982, when an estimated I 0,000 people were 
killed. 

Many prisoners are from left organiza­
tions, with hundreds from the Communist 
Action Party (CAP), the Syrian Communist 
Party - Political Bureau, and the left faction 
of the Syrian Baath Party. 

Several have died from torture in prison. 
Other victims are like Jamal Hasseino. who 
was released from prison nearly comatose on 
July 25, 1991, and died a few days later. 

U.S. steps up attacks on Cuba 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

Rolando Perez Quintosa, a 23-year-old 
member of Cuba's Ministry of the Interior, 
the country's police, died February 15 of 
injuries he suffered during an attempt by 
seven individuals to hijack a boat to leave the 
country. 

Three other police officers were killed dur­
ing the January 9 assault, which took place at 
the Tarara naval base east of Havana. They 
were killed while their hands were tied be­
hind their backs. The seven were later cap­
tured by Cuban authorities. 

The day after the assault at Tarara thou­
sands of residents of Havana took to the 
streets demanding that the death sentence be 
handed out to those responsible for the kill­
ings. 

According to the Cuban weekly Granma 
International hundreds of thousands of Cu­
bans attended Perez Quintosa's funeral. De­
livering the eulogy, Cuban president Fidel 
Castro described the murder of the four offi­
cers as "monstrous" and "repulsive." 

Castro said the seven individuals knew 
they could get asylum in the United States. 
' 'The Haitians were sent back where they 

came from," said Castro, "but when it comes 
to criminals, traitors, undesirables, murderers 
who can provide grist for its propaganda mill, 
the United States welcomes them with open 
arms." 

The Supreme Court of Cuba upheld the 
death sentence for Luis Miguel Almeida 
Perez and Rene Salmeron Mendoza as the 
direct perpetrators of the murders. The court 
also rejected appeals from the five others who 
took part in the attack. They received senten­
ces from four to 30 years in prison. 

Following these events, Washington 
stepped up its propaganda campaign against 
Cuba when it submitted a resolution to the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission 
February 27 asking that Cuba be censured for 
alleged human rights violations. 

The resolution was approved by the Com­
mission March 4 by a vote of 23-to-8. The 
U.S. government organized scores of right­
wing Cubans to take part in its campaign 
during the Commission 's deliberations in 
Geneva. Russia's ambassador in Geneva an­
nounced shortly before the vote that "it is now 
time to pay back old debts," and hosted a 
party in honor of the rightist Cubans. 

Seventeen people have been held for more 
than 20 years, incl uding 63-year-old 
Nureddin Attassi, and Salah Jedid and Mu­
hammad ld Ashawi, both 62 years old. Other 
prisoners are seriously ill and in danger of 
dying, inc luding Riad E1-Turk, Omar 
Kashashe, Munif Melhem, Abbas Abbas, 
Adnan Mahfud, and Aktham Nuaisseh. 

Two leaders of the CAP, Abdul Aziz Al­
Khayer and Bahjat Shaabu, were arrested on 
February I, 1992; they are now being sub­
jected to intense torture. 

Supporters of democratic rights are en­
couraged to send letters, faxes, or telegrams 
of protest to Syrian embassies and consulates 
in their country or region, as well as reaching 
out to organizations and prominent individu­
als to do the same. 

Names of any organizations or individuals 
sending protest letters should be sent to Salah 
Jaber, c/o Inprecor, 2 rue Richard Lenoir, 
93 108 Montreuil, FRANCE. Further infor­
mation can also be obtained from this ad­
dress. 

Amnesty International has also been or­
ganizing a protest letter campaign for some 
Syrian political prisoners. 

CALENDAR 
NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Rally against tuition hikes! Save CUNY (City 
University of New York). March 31, 12 noon at 
Lelunan College, Bronx. Sponsored by CUNY/­
Community Coalition. For more infonnation: 
(212) 650-3924. 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik 
General Meeting of the Iceland-Cuba Friend­
ship Association. Speakers: Johann Bjomsson. 
recently visited Cuba; Gylfi Pall Hersir, speaking 
on Cuba and World Politics Today. Sat. March 
28, 2 p.m. MIR Hall, Vatnsstig 10. 
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Why abortion was made legal in 1973 
BY ESTELLE DeBATES 

The January 22, 1973 Supreme Court de­
cision legalizing abortion was a landmark 
victory in the struggle for women's libera­
tion. Prior to the ruling abortion was illegal 
in most of the United States. 

In a 7-2 decision on the Roe v. Wade case, 
the court ruled that women have the right to 
have an abortion through the first 24 weeks 
of pregnancy. The ruling was based on the 
Constitution's guarantee of the right to pri­
vacy. While the U.S. Constitution does not 
explicitly mention this right, the court ruled 
that such a right does exist as part of the 
Fourteenth Amendment's guarantee of per­
sonal liberty. The ruling declared illegal all 
laws that compromise this right. 

Furthermore, the court rejected the anti­
abortion argument that the fetus could be 
defined as a person with citizenship rights 
under the Fourteenth Amendment 

Since this victory. the government has es­
tablished wide restrictions on abortion, espe­
cially for young and working-class women. 
The Supreme Court will soon review a Penn­
sylvania antiabortion law, in a case that could 
overturn the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. 

As the federal and state government con­
tinue their wholesale attacks on abortion 
rights, many are asking what can be done to 
effectively defend these rights. 

Reviewing how abortion rights were won 
provides insights into how to defend them 
today. Militant/Howard Petrick 

The victory codified in the Roe v. Wade 
decision was the result of struggles that came 
out of profound social, economic, and polit­
ical shifts taking place in the United States 
and around the world. The women's libera­
tion movement emerged because of the 
changing role of women in U.S. society and 
the influence of other social movements that 
preceded it. 

Abortion r ights action in New York C ity August 26, 1970, the year abortion was legalized in New York. 

Women into workfor ce 

Central to the changing role of women in 
society was the massive flow of women into 
the labor market. The U.S. economy experi­
enced a prolonged economic boom in the two 
and a half decades following the end of World 
War D. The expansion of industry and tech­
nology required a larger and more educated 
workforce. Women and Blacks were drawn 
into paid jobs in large numbers. 

Between 19SO and 1970 the percentage of 
women in the workforce rose from 33.9 per­
cent to 43.3 percent. Women began to view 
themselves differently - as something other 
than the traditional mother, wife, and home­
maker. In tum, attitudes toward the role of 
women began to change in society as a whole. 

Other changes important to women's sta­
tus also took place during the postwar period. 
Education levels rose, and women had 
broader access to job training and higher 
education. A mass market for household ap­
pliances and prepared foods grew up in the 
United States, substantially reducing wo-

men 's workload at home. 
Advances in medical science provided, for 

the first time, birth-control methods that were 
relatively safe and effective - and they were 
available to women and under their control. 

But while women had more options than 
ever before in terms of jobs, education, and 
participation in society, they were still re- · 
stricted at every turn by the institutionalized 
forms of sexual discrimination and oppres­
sion which are basic underpinnings of capi­
talist society. 

The disparity between what was and what 
could be was seen most sharply around the 
issue of abortion. Thousands of women were 
dying each year at the hands of back-alley 
abortionists even though modem medical 
science could provide for safe abortions. 

E nd to jobs, schooling 

Because of the antiabortion laws, women 
either risked criminal charges or death if they 
sought an abortion. The antiabortion laws 
meant the end of school and jobs for many 
women who were forced to carry unwanted 
pregnancies to term. 

These economic and social changes for 
women, and the resulting heightened contra­
dictions coincided with political develop­
ments in the 19SOs and 1960s -especially 
the civil rights and the anti- Vietnam War 

movements. Inspired by, and gaining confi­
dence and strength from these struggles, a 
"second wave" of feminism rose up. 

As women began to fight for their rights 
in the 1960s, the antiabortion laws, which 
existed in 46 states, became one of the most 
hated symbols of women's oppression. Out­
raged by the deaths and mairnings that re­
sulted from illegal abortions, women's rights 
fighters decided to remove the issue of abor­
tion from its former shroud of secrecy. 

Most importantly, these fighters recog­
nized that the fight for a woman's right to 
abortion was decisive to advancing women's 
liberation- that as long as women were 
vulnerable to unwanted pregnancies, they 
could not break down the economic and 
social barriers they faced on the job, in edu­
cation, and in the home. 

Before this new movement for women's 
rights came on the scene, supporters of 
legal abortion for the most part presented 
their arguments on the wrong axis. By 
justifying it in terms of population control, 
they gave credence to the idea that poverty 
is caused not by unequal dis tribution of 
wealth, but by excess population. This 
argument has also been used to justify the 
racist practice of forced sterilization, and 
this fact made it more difficult to involve 
Blacks and other oppressed nationalities, 
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who were most victimized by illegal abor­
tion, into the fight for abortion rights. It 
was also common to hear arguments for 
legal abortion in the case of birth defects, 
danger to the mother's life, rape, or incest. 

Wo men 's righ ts axis 

Starting from the fight against the oppres­
sion of women, the forces for women's lib­
eration put the abortion issue on a new axis; 
stating categorically that a woman had the 
right to control her own body and her own 
life. 

It was on this basis that the majority of 
people were won to support legal abortion. 
In 1968, public opinion polls reported that 
only IS percent of the population believed 
women had a right to abortion. One year later 
the percentage had risen dramatically to 40 
percent By 1971, SO percent favored legal­
ized abortion. 

The rapid and broad support gained for 
legal abortion came because the women 's 
movement gave voice to an important right, 
not only for women, but for theworkingclass 
as a whole. Working-class women had the 
most to gain from safe and legal abortions 
being made available. 

The concept that abortion was a woman's 
right appeared in early law suits filed by 
feminists and others against the abortion 
laws. These suits declared that the state abor­
tion law denied women the right to privacy 
and the right to life and liberty. 

A suit filed by a woman in Texas won in 
a lower court and went on to the Supreme 
Court, becoming part of the now infamous 
Roe v. Wade case, which legalized abortion. 

The flrst big breakthrough was in 1970 
when the New York legislature passed a law 
permitting abortion throughout the twenty­
fourth week of pregnancy. "Women's libera­
tion played an important part in the passage 
of the bill," Governor Nelson Rockefeller told 
the New York Times as he signed it into law. 

This victory inspired challenges to anti­
abortion laws throughout the country. It also 
provoked a response from right-wing anti­
abortion forces spearheaded by the Catholic 
Church hierarchy. By 1971, these forces were 
mounting a serious offensive to turn back. the 
New York victory and prevent any further 
gains. Numerous capitalist politicians, in­
cluding Richard Nixon, publicly supported 
the right wing. Both sides organized rallies 
and demonstrations. 

The excellent safety record in New York 
under the new law and the continued de­
mands for legalization helped legitimize 
abortion and made it more difficult for the 
ruling class to reverse the limited gain 
women had won. 

The women 's movement, however, di­
vided over the question of organizing a na­
tional campaign focused on the fight to repeal 
all antiabortion laws. Some women's rights 
groups, including the National Organization 



for Women (NOW), called the national cam­
paign "too controversial", undoubtedly be­
cause it conflicted with their lobbying work 
with liberals in the Democratic Party. More 
militant women's rights fighters formed the 
Women's National Abortion Action Coali­
tion (WONAAC) in July, 1971. 

WONAAC organized women around 
three central demands: repeal all abortion 
laws, end forced sterilizations, and end all 
laws restricting availability of contraceptives 
and contraceptive advice. WONAAC initi­
ated class-action suits and petitioning drives. 
It organized public demonstrations, picket 
lines, and hearings for abortion law repeal. 
Although WONAAC never became a mass 
organization, its activities played a role in 
winning legal abortion, which was reflected 
in the women's rights content of the Supreme 
Court decision. 

The pressure on the rulers to make this 
decision had also to do with the broader 

radicalization that was deepening in the 
country. The women's movement was one 
component of the big social forces in motion 
that affected the population's views on many 
major social questions at that time. 

The civil rights movement helped fuel this 
radicalization. Black power and Black pride 
stormed the stage in the 1960s, directly in­
spiring women to rebel against the myth of 
their biological inferiority. 

The movement against the war in Viet­
nam at its peak involved millions in di­
rectly challenging U.S. policy. By 1973, 
this radicalization was beginning to affect 
the working class, and this was reflected 
in the beginnings of labor involvement in 
action against the Vietnam War and on 
other social issues. 

Rulers sought to defuse situation 
The capitalist rulers were looking for a 

course to enable them to defuse the situation 

and reverse the rising class struggle that was 
taking place. 

It was in this context that the rulers of this 
country made their decision on abortion 
rights in 1973. The polarization and ferment 
that had begun to mount over the question 
of abortion forced the ruling class to realize 
they would have to settle the matter one way 
or another. 

It was not the individuals who happened 
to make up the Supreme Court at that time 
that were decisive - it was the social 
forces in motion that provided the context 
in which they had to make their decision. 
It was the s truggle between contending 
classes that forced the Supreme Court to 
legalize abortion. 

The 1973 decision shifted the relation­
ship of forces further in favor of women 
and the working class. But it didn't end 
the fight. Since that time the government 
has made constant probes into curbing 

and, if possible, e liminating abort io n 
rights. 

The dramatic c hange for the better in 
women's lives as a result oflegalized abortion 
has meant that support for this law runs deep. 
However, the government has been on a 
steady course to chip away at access to abor­
tion- targetting primarily young and poor 
women. Restriction upon restriction has been 
imposed. in state after state. 

Overturning abortion rights as con­
tained in the Roe v. Wade decision is 
clearly the goal of opponents of women's 
rights, with the government leading the 
charge. As in 1973, the decisive question 
is not the individuals sitting on the Su­
preme Court, but the social forces willing 
to actively defend abortion rights. Actions 
like the upcoming Apri l 5 March for 
Women's Lives in Washington, D.C., are 
the necessary response to counter the of­
fe nsive to overturn abortion rights. 

Dublin court ruling broadens access to abortion 
BY ESTELLE DeBATES 

ln the wake of protests that exploded in 
Dublin and in other countries when the Irish 
government tried to prevent a 14-year-old 
rape victim from travelling to Britain to ob­
tain an abortion, the decision by Ireland's 
Supreme Court on the case appears to 
broaden the grounds on which abortion may 
be considered legal in Ireland itself. 

in arriving at its decision. Finlay said that if 
the right to travel had been the issue, he would 
have ruled that it was secondary to the right 
of the fetus to survive. 

debate on the issue of abortion, and has put 
pressure on the government to bring the law 
in line with the court ruling. Abortion rights 
advocates argue that, if- as the court ruled 
- Irish women may in some circumstances 

be allowed to have abortions in England, it 
is hypocritical to say they should not have 
an abortion on the same grounds in Ireland. 

The antiabortion forces are outraged 
over the decision. "They have introduced 
legalized abortion in Ireland," said Wil­
liam Binchy, a national figure in the anti­
abortion campaign, who is calling for a 
new referendum. 

The decision has stirred an intense national 

Students build April 5 demonstration 
On February 26, the Supreme Court in 

Dublin ruled in favor of allowing the rape 
victim to travel to Britain. On March 5 Chief 
Justice Thomas Finlay explained the 4 to I 
majority decision. 

BY EMILY FITZSIMMONS 
AND ELLEN WHITT 

Area Clinic Defense Task Force, which orga­
ni7..es ongoing defense of area abortion clinics, 
including the successful prevention of Oper­
ation Rescue from closing down clinics in 
January. 

Until now, abortion was only allowed in 
Ireland when the life of the mother was in 
immediate danger. At issue in the case is the 
interpretation of the Eighth Amendment, 
added to the Constitution by a 1983 referen­
dum, which states, "The State acknowledges 
the right to life of the unborn and with due 
regard to the equal right to life of the mother, 
guarantees in its laws to respect and as far as 
practicable, by its law defend and vindicate 
that right." 

Chief Justice Finlay noted that the court 
was told the young woman threatened to 
commit suicide several times, which posed 
a "real and substantial risk to the life -as 
distinct from the health -of the mother, 
which can only be avoided by the termination 
of her pregnancy." 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -Student organi­
zations here are organizing leafleting and a 
series of events to build the biggest possible 
turnout for the April 5 march to defend a 
woman's right to choose abortion. 

Rosemary Dempsey, the action vice­
president of the National Organization for 
Women (NOW). spoke at American Uni­
versity (AU) here as part of a national tour 
of college campuses to build for April 5. 
Fifty students attended the February 24 
event. 

A leader of the campus Pro-Choice orga­
nization invited everyone to come to their 
meetings and also announced that the week 
leading up to April 5 would be Women 's 
Week at AU. A talk by Sarah Weddington, 
the attorney who argued Roe v. Wade, will 
be a feature of the events. 

The University of Maryland Campus Pro­
Choice Advocacy reserved two buses to 
transport students here for April 5. A week 
of activities will take place on that campus 
March 23-27 to build for the abortion rights 
march. Programs will include Sarah Wed­
dington on March 24 and NOW president 
Patricia Ireland on March 25. Pro-Choice 
Advocacy and the Young Socialist Alliance 
will host a panel discussion on abortion rights 
on March 26. 

The court did not address the right to travel 
The next day more than 80 people turned 

out for the general meeting of the Washington 

NOW is dispatching teams of volunteers 
to leaflet for April 5 throughout the area every 
Saturday. Eighty people, the majority of 
whom were young, showed up February 29 
for the flfSt Saturday of mass post-up and 
leafleting. Volunteers also work out of 
NOW's national headquarters nightly. 

Why labor unions should defend abortion rights 
BY VAL LIBBY 

CINCINNATI - When Operation Rescue came to town 
late last year to shut down clinics that perform abortions, 
several of us from United Auto Workers (UA W) Local 647 
participated in a big demonstration outside their anti-choice 
"revival" meeting. 

Later, as defenders of women's rights heid picket lines 
to defend the clinics against the rightists' attempts to block­
ade them, many coworkers demanded a blow-by-blow 
account of what turned out to be a victory against the 
Operation Rescue forces. 

A few weeks before the "rescues" two of us were sent 

UNION TALK 
by our local to the national convention of the Coalition of 
Labor Union Women. Afterward, we gave a report to our 
local meeting and wrote an article for the union newspaper. 

ln response to the article, we received a letter from a 
cowodcer opposed to a woman's right to choose. She also 
included a petition signed by fifty-four United Auto Workers 
members that said in part: 

"We strongly feel that our union has no business getting 
involved in the abortion issue. There are as many people 
opposed to it as there are who are for it. There are more 
than enough union issues that need our time and money 
without causing major problems by involving ourselves in 
such a personal issue." 

A sizeable majority of every sector of the U.S. population 
favors a woman's right to choose abortion, whether or not 
they would personally make that choice. But even leaving 
aside that fact, is a woman's right to choose abortion an 
issue in which unions should become involved? 

The right of women to control their bodies - to have 
access to birth control and to safe, legal abortion - is a 

profoundly important issue for the union movement. Labor 
unions and working people as a whole have been under 
attack for a decade and a half by the employers. 

This onslaught has successfully driven down the standard 
of living of the entire working class. The owners of the big 
corporations have made these inroads in part by use of every 
possible method to divide and weaken our ability as workers 
to mount a united fight-back. They attempt to pit unem­
ployed workers against employed workers; Black workers 
against white workers; male workers against female work­
ers; and workers born in this country against those who are 
not. 

If our unions are going to halt this attack and reverse the 
blows to our lives, we will need to muster our full strength. 
Pulling women squarely into this fight will be critical to its 
success and critical to the regeneration of the labor unions, 
which today represent only a small percent of the workers 
in the United States. 

Over the past several decades, women have been drawn 
into the labor force in unprecedented numbers. This is true 
in the industrial work force as well. Women have fought to 
break down barriers to jobs previously considered "male­
only." But women still constitute an oppressed sex, based 
on our ability to reproduce. Women are paid less for doing 
the same work, and bear the major responsibility for child 
rearing, household work, and other domestic chores. These 
facts limit the ability to get an education, a better job, or 
sometimes any job. By getting away with this, the employers 
are able to hold down everyone's wages. 

The current wave of union-busting has been accompanied 
by an ideological offensive against women. This campaign 
is not aimed at driving women out of the work force, but 
at exacerbating divisions within the working class and 
undermining women's self-confidence to participate in the 
unions and other fights for justice in society as equals. 

Right-wing groups like Operation Rescue openly state 
views that blame women for the crisis in this society. They 

submit that unemployment is caused by women "taking 
men's jobs." They propose women return to the home and 
resume their "traditional" role as mothers and housewives. 
As with other aspects of rightist propaganda, they hope to 
divert working people from looking at the real cause of the 
economic and social crisis- capitalism. 

The failure of the union officialdom to respond to this 
crisis by having the unions champion a broad social program 
in the interests of working people only weakens the labor 
movement and opens up layers of the working class to the 
arguments of the ultraright. 

For instance, labor should be organizing a campaign to 
shorten the workweek with no loss in pay and placing other 
demands on the employers and their government to provide 
jobs. This would help break down the divisions within the 
working class and help us all see our common interests and 
potential strength. 

Similarly with the fight for women's rights. Unions 
should champion women's demands not only on the basis 
of defending and extending democratic rights. A woman 
controlling her own body -of which the right to abortion 
is central - is a precondition for women becoming equals 
in social and political life. 

It takes one of the central divide-and-conquer weapons 
out of the employers' hands and opens the door to women 
joining in the fight against what the employers and their 
government have in store for working people. 

Many workers can be won to participation in events like 
the upcoming April 5 March For Women's Lives in Wash­
ington, D.C., called by the National Organization for 
Women. Tile march provides trade unionists with an impor­
tant opportunity to mobilize to fight for a woman's right to 
choose abortion. 

Val Libby is a member of UAW Local647 at General Electric 
Jet Engines in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Caterpillar strikers defend union gains 
BY PAUL MAILHOT 

PEORIA, Illinois -Caterpillar, the 
world's largest manufacturer of earth moving 
equipment, is the dominant employer in this 
central Dlinois city. For the past four months 
the United Auto Workers union (UAW) has 
been locked in a battle against the "Big 
Yellow God." That's how many strikers refer 
to the company whose trademark is 
machinery painted bright yellow. 

Nearly 10,800 UA W members are now 
out on strike, about 6,400 in the Peoria area 
alone. In all, two-thirds of the company's 
16,000 unionized workers are striking. 

Although Caterpillar is based here in 
central Illinois, it is a large multinational 
corporation with plants also in Belgium, 
Britain, Japan, and Germany. 

Caterpillar management and retired 
supervisors who are said to be paid $23 an 
hour have continued to build some machin­
ery. The company has not asked individual 
union workers to cross the picket lines. 

At the heart of the dispute is the company's 
refusal to accept an agreement patterned after 
the one recently signed by the UAW and John 
Deere and Co. Pattern agreements between 
the UAW and the large manufacrurers of 
agricultural and construction equipment have 
been fought for and won since the 1950s. 

Caterpillar claims that this time around 
remaining "globally competitive" precludes 
any type of agreement based on the Deere 
and Co. contract. 

Although Caterpillar has made some 
modifications in its contract proposals it is 
still demanding scores of givebacks from the 
union. This includes a two-tier wage system 
at a number of its parts plants and at its York, 
Pennsylvania, facilities. The wage for new 
hires, or laid off Caterpillar workers who 
agree to a callback at one of these plants, 
would be $7 an hour with a top rate of $8.50 
after three years. Benefits for these workers 
would also be drastically cut. 

This starting wage would be less than half 
the $16 an hour average wage of Caterpillar 
workers today. The company describes the 
two-tier system as establishing "competitive 
wage-rate jobs." This is one of the most hated 
proposals among UAW members. 

Caterpillar is especially looking to the 
furure in its demand for a two-tier contract. 
The average seniority of workers at its plants 
is around 20 years, and it is estimated that 
65 percent of the workforce will retire by the 

end of the decade. 
One of the strikers interviewed at the 

Peoria UAW Local974 hall explained, "We 
won't have a union at Caterpillar if we Jet 
that in, we won't have any unity at all. You 
can't have one guy working on a job making 
$16 and the guy next to him doing the same 
work for $7 an hour." 

Greg Browning, another U A W member at 
the Mossville engine plant, wrote in the Peoria 
Journal Star, "Caterpillar cannot see nor 
understand how we in the UAW will not sell 
out our brothers working in York, Pa., nor our 
brothers working at the Morton parts facility." 

The company is proposing a new health 
care system that forces workers to go to 
particular hospitals and doctors within a 
" network area." The individual worker who 
goes outside the "network" will have to 
shoulder 30 percent of the cost. 

Caterpillar has also demanded major 
modifications of the seniority system; cuts in 
premium wages paid for Saturday and Sunday 
work; reductions in the number of union 
representatives on the shop floor; changes in 
retirement benefits that make them far inferior 
to the Deere agreement; and removal of the 
additional years that foundry workers earn 
toward their retirement because of the da­
ngerous conditions of their job. 

On March 6 Caterpillar declared the 
negotiations with the union at an impasse, 
implying a threat to start hiring scabs to 
replace strikers. 

Caterpillar has agreed to sit down with the 
union on March 23 for more talks on contract 
proposals. But, inagreeingtothetalks,itmade 
clear its unbending position in a letter to the 
union. "Unless and until the UAW changes 
its position on the key economic and non­
economic issues of overriding significance, 
we regrettably will remain at impasse." 

"A lot of people say we make a lot of 
money working for Caterpillar, that we've 
got it made," explained Larry Solomon, 
president of Decatur UAW Local 75 I, in an 
interview. "But the wages and benefits we 
enjoy haven't been gotten because we work 
for a good company. The wages and benefits 
are up because we fought the company. It 
took a lot of strikes and we've suffered 
through a lot of layoffs over the years." 

Decatur is about 75 miles south of Peoria. 
The plant there produces haulage trucks and 
road graders. Solomon explained that Local 
751 has gone through 13 strikes, including 

Militant/Paul Mailhot 
March 14 rally in Decatur, IUinois, backs Caterpillar strikers. 

wildcat walkouts, since the plant was built 
in 1955. The local now has about 2,000 
members and was the frrst to go out on strike 
during this labor dispute. 

According to Solomon , "We've made 
Caterpillar a very rich company. Even if we 
got everything that's in the Deere contract it 
would just be fair. 

"Since 1986 we've done everything to 
help the company. We've reduced clas­
sifications, changed overtime strucrures, we 
established over 60 quality groups to help 
with production, we even instiruted new 
union steward structures and grievance 
procedures. No one can ever say that we 
dido 't do our part, and the company rums 
around and does this to us. That's why our 
strike is so solid.'' 

The solidarity that the UAW has received 
from other unions has strengthened the strike. 
"We have United Mineworkers members 
from Taylorsville, Kincaid, and other towns 
who come up and join us on the picket line. 
They bring up some food, or wood for our 
fires. Regardless of what they bring it shows 
they understand our cause. It's a great 
feeling," said Solomon. 

A bulletin board in the union hall lists 
hundreds of union members, loca l 
businesses, and individuals who have 
donated to the union's soup kitchen or helped 
out in some other way. 

Solomon also believes that the impact of 
big solidarity actions like the March 22 rally 

in Peoria will be important "We think the 
more people come out to support us on 
March 22, the more Caterpillar wiU get the 
message." 

Caterpillar puts pressure on 

Recent moves by Caterpillar to declare an 
impasse, hire the notorious union busting 
Vance Security fiJ1ll, and get injunctions 
limiting the number of pickets have raised 
the stakes in this fight. 

Caterpillar has also flooded the local 
media with expensive ads and sent thousands 
of personal mailings to strikers and their 
families arguing that the union is rejecting 
good offers by the company, instead making 
unreasonable demands. 

But the ads are "steeped in ambiguity, tell 
only some of the facts and - worst of all 
- impart upon people who don't work for 

Caterpillar the idea that we in the UA W are 
greedy, unskilled and uncaring," explained 
Dennis Dickinson, a member of Local 974, 
in a letter to the Journal Star March 14. 

Strikers are also up against a media 
campaign to undermine their strike. 
Editorials in the Journal Star, which workers 
on the picket line refer to as the "Peoria 
Urinal," constantly exhort UAW members 
to settle "before it's too late'' and Caterpillar 
moves out of town. 

Family farmers support striking workers 

A March I 0 editorial used the statements 
of UAW officials in Arlington, Texas, who 
recently negotiated a giveback contract with 
General Motors, to explain the futility of 
fighting against concessions. A shop chair­
man is quoted as saying, "The world is 
smaller, there 's a lot more competition, and 
anybody who dido ' t realize that in the 1980s 
j ust wasn 't looking." 

DECATUR, Illinois - Thousands of 
workers in the midwestern region of the 
United States are employed by giant 
agricultural and construction machinery 
manufacturers like Caterpillar and John 
Deere. Many are also farmers. 

John Doedtrnan is chairman of the trustees 
of United Auto Workers Local 751 here and 
is on strike against Caterpillar. He also farms 
250 acres 50 miles south of here in Vandalia, 
lliinois. He and his wife have been farming 
for the past ten years. They grow com and 
beans. 

Doedtman believes that s triking auto 
workers and family farmers have a lot in 
common. "I'd say 300-400 members of 
this local are small farmers in addition to 

working at Caterpillar. 
"Sometimes you 'II hear some farmers say, 

'What are you guys asking for now?' thinking 
that we already make too much money. But 
the truth is we're not making too much; 
farmers just aren't making enough to live 
on." 

Doedtman explained, "For many ordinary 
farmers things aren't really that good. I 
haven 't bought anything new for the farm in 
10 years. And that's pretty common around 
here. 

"Twenty years ago we were getting the 
same price we are today for a bushel of wheat 
And a whole bushel of wheat will only buy 
you a single 0 -ring for your tractor now. 

Doedtman is a member of the National 

A popula r car toon among Caterpillar strikers that shows the many strikes they have 
waged in order to win the wages and benefits enjoyed today. 
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Farmers Union and feels that most members 
of the NFU support unions that are fighting 
for working people. 

He explained that the NFU recently held 
a state convention in Springfield,lllinois, and 
discussed the impact of the deteriorating 
economy on workers and farmers. "The 
keynote speaker at the meeting talked about 
the layoffs facing General Motors' workers 
today. That's going to hurt the family farmer. 
There's no way that si tuation is going to help 
farmers." 

Doedtman thought it was important for 
farmers to support the UAW in its fight 
against Caterpillar. 

" If it wasn't for the unions things 
wouldn't be so good for either workers or 
farmers. We need everybody to make a fair 
share." -P.M. 

This echo of Caterpillar's propaganda 
doesn't sit well with many UAW members 
here. Roger Battin from Local974 in Peoria 
explained, "We're not interested in getting 
involved in a bidding war; we'll just end up 
driving each other down." 

Caterpillar hopes to set in motion a new 
round of takeback contracts. Company 
chairman Don Fites has asked workers to 
"tread water while other nations catch up." 
But what Caterpillar is really looking for is 
profits to pile up. 

As Larry Soloman explained, " The 
message we' ve got to get out is that if they 
want to cut our wages and benefits, these 
corporations are also after the workers that 
make $8 and $6 an hour. We've got a lot at 
stake in sticking together." 

Decatur rally draws 500 unionists 
in support of Caterpillar strike 

DECATUR, Illinois- Five hundred 
union members from nearby locals took part 
in a rally to support the Caterpillar strike here 
March 14. Contingents of workers from the 
Teamsters union, American Federation of 
State, County, and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), Allied Industrial Workers, 
United Auto Workers (UAW), and American 
Federation of Grain Millers marched and 
chanted in front of the giant Caterpillar plant. 

Union locals here have been actively 
supporting the strike since UAW Local 75 I 
went on strike November 4. 

Members of the United Rubber Workers 
(URW) from the Firestone plant that makes 
tires for Caterpillar's earth-moving equip-

ment were on hand. "About a third of our 
plant, 500 workers, have been laid off since 
the strike began, so we know we have a big 
stake in this fight ," one URW member 
commented. 

One of the marchers from the AFSCME 
contingent explained, "The wages and 
benefits that Caterpillar workers have fought 
for has brought up the standard of living of 
everyone in this town. We can really see that 
when we go to negotiate our contract." 

Members of UAW Local 751 have a 
reputation for active solidarity with other 
unions in the area. Many working people here 
think it's important to make a big show of 
solidarity for their struggle now. -P.M. 



Washington threatens to start 
new war against Iraqi people Baghdade 

IRAQ 

IRAN 

BY SETH GALINSKY 
While backing off on threats to intercept 

a North Korean ship, Washington is stepping 
up its threats against Iraq. 

U.S. and British officials charge that the 
Iraqi government is refusing to cooperate 
with the United Nations in destroying weap­
ons and weapons facilities, conditions that 
were imposed on Iraq after the allied victory 
in the war. 

"It is crucial that the Security Council, in 
response, demonstrate the stamina and deter­
mination to complete the job that it has 
begun," stated the Washington Post in a 
March lOeditorial. "If other kinds of pressure 
fail to induce better cooperation, the Security 
Council will have to order the bombing of 
the missile factories." 

New York Newsday in an editorial the 
same day called for a military strike. 

"Condemning Saddarn Hussein for yet 
another outrage is a bit like screaming at an 
unrepentant, untrainable dog that keeps 
chewing furniture despite a severe beating," 
Newsday said. "Either you love the dog 
enough to forbear, or you restrain your need 
to kick the daylights out of the cur and take 
it away instead for humane disposal. Little 
else is likely to work." 

The paper concluded that "it's time for 
Iraq to play ball. If not, the gulf allies will 
have to strike again. Harder." 

Right-wing columnists Rowland Evans 
and Robert Novak report in a syndicated 
column that the Pentagon already has plans, 
awaiting the White House green light, for a 
new war that "could be ' packaged' at be­
tween four and 10 days of air attacks." 

UN warns of serious consequences 
British prime minister John Major told the 

British Broadcasting Corp. March 8 that he 
is willing to support renewed military oper­
ations against Iraq. 

Twice within the last month, the Security 
Council has warned Iraq of "serious conse­
quences" if it continues to defy the UN 
dictates. 

On the eve of Iraqi deputy prime minister 
Tariq Aziz 's visit to New York to speak before 
the UN council March ll,Newsdaypredicted 
that "the UN apparatus was cranking up for 
a repeat of the dramatic meetings that led up 
to the allied military attack on Iraq just over 
a year ago." 

Aziz presented a request for the UN to 
ease some of the economic sanctions and the 
requirements on destroying weapons facto-

Gov't worker is fired 
for leaking Iraq war 
casualty figures 
BY SETH GALINSKY 

U.S. Census Bureau worker Beth Osborne 
Daponte was informed March 6 she was 
being frred for releasing to a reporter figures 
on the number of Iraqi civilians killed by 
U.S.-led forces during the Gulf War. 

Daponte, who works at the bureau's Cen­
ter for International Research, had estimated 
that40,000 Iraqi soldiers and 13,000civilians 
died in direct military conflict. She also es­
timated that 30,000 people died during the 
Shiite and Kurdish rebellions after the war 
and that 70,000 have died from health prob­
lems caused by allied destruction of water 
and power plants. 

While Daponte's figures were lower than 
many other estimates - and she had no ac­
cess to classified information in preparing 
her report - her figures were still too high 
for the likes of U.S. officials who want to 
downplay the destruction caused by the U.S.­
led war. 

After the Washington Post published the 
figures, Daponte's file on the casualties dis­
appeared from her desk. Her supervisor later 
rewrote and released Daponte's report, re­
ducing the number of direct, wartime civilian 
deaths to 5,000 and eliminating a chart break­
ing down the figures for men, women, and 
children. 

"I think it 's rather scary that if an employee 
releases public information to the public, they 
can get fired for it," Daponte said. "My salary 
had been paid by tax dollars. I thought the 
public was entitled to know what we had 
come up with." 

ries. Iraq wants to convert some of the plants 
to civilian use, he said. 

After allowing Aziz to testify, the Security 
Council claimed that Iraq was stiU not com­
plying with UN orders to destroy weapons­
manufacturing plants. U.S. representative 
Thomas Pickering said he was "very disap­
pointed with Iraq's statement." 

The latest round of threats follows 
stepped-up harassment of Iraq. 

• The New York Times reported February 
5 that the United States had increased its U-2 
spy plane patrols over Iraq, sending an aver­
age of two flights a week from a base in Saudi 
Arabia. Iraq charges that there have been 
more than I 00 violations of its airspace since 
the end of February. 

• The Times also reported that President 
George Bush had instructed the Central In­
telligence Agency to increase covert actions 
in Iraq to help foment a coup against Saddam 

Hussein "that could be supported by United 
States military forces if necessary." Since 
November, a CIA fund of $20 million began 
disbursing money for the covert activities. 

• Washington sent5,000additional troops 
to Kuwait March I to participate in I I days 
of joint maneuvers. There are currently some 
35,000 U.S. troops on 25 ships stationed i.n 
the Arab-Persian Gulf. According to Pentagon 
press spokesperson Lt. Com. Kenneth 
Satterfield, there are still 6,000 U.S. ground 
troops stationed in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

• The United States is urging the United 
Nations to order the seizure of Iraq's foreign 
assets to pay war reparations. lraq has refused 
to sell oil, because of UN insistence that all 
the funds go into a UN -controlled fund. With 
malnutrition and disease rampant due to the 
aftermath of the war and the embargo, Aziz 
noted that the UN refuses to release funds 
for buying chlorine for water purification and 
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wants Iraq to destroy a factory that can 
produce it. 

In a move especially designed to provoke 
the Iraqi regime, a UN commission charged 
with defining the border between Iraq and 
Kuwait has let it be known that it plans to 
extend the Kuwaiti border into Iraq. This 
would give Kuwait control oflraq's Rumaila 
oil fields and of Iraq's naval pqrt at Umm 
Qasr. · 

While stepping up its moves toward war 
with Iraq, Washington backed down on ear­
lier threats against a North Korean ship. 

An unnamed U.S. official was widely 
quoted in the daily press in early March that 
the United States was planning to stop North 
Korean ships that were allegedly carrying 
Scud missiles for Iran and Syria. 

The U.S. government claims it has the 
right to intercept ships in the Persian Gulf 
and the Red Sea to block trade with Iraq. 

But, a few days later, the Pentagon offi­
cials "were singing a different tune," the 
Washington Post noted. 

Although Pentagon spokesman Peter Wil­
liams stated that "it's our intention to have 
the option to intercept any shipping that 
comes into that region" he claimed that the 
United States had lost track of the Korean 
ship. 

U.S. troops in Saudi desert, 1991. There are still thousands of U.S. troops in Gulf area. 

Williams claimed that the United States 
never had any intention of stopping the ship, 
since it was not headed for Iraq. 

Pentagon paper: U.S. must remain supreme 
BY SETH GALINSKY 

A secret Pentagon report obtained by the 
New York Times has sparked a heated debate 
in Washington. The document outlines plans 
to maintain U.S. military strength and to 
prevent the emergence of a power that could 
challenge Washington's undisputed military 
dominance in the world. 

Excerpts of the 46-page document were 
published March 8 in the Times, which has 
called on the White House to reject the report. 

Known as the "Defense Planning Guid­
ance for the Fiscal Years 1994- 1999," the 
draft report states, "Our first objective is to 
preventthe emergence of a new rival ... [or] 
future global competitor. 

"We endeavor to prevent any hostile 
power from dominating a region whose re­
sources would, under consolidated control be 
sufficient to generate global power. These 
regions include Western Europe, East Asia, 
the territory of the former Soviet Union, and 
South-west Asia," the report says. 

Singling out Japan, the report states that 
"we must maintain our status as a military 
power of the flTSt magnitude" in East Asia. 

''This will enable the United States ... to 
prevent the emergence of a vacuum or a 
regional hegemony," the report argues. "We 
must also remain sensitive to the potentially 
destabilizing effects that enhanced roles on 
the part of our allies, particularly Japan, but 
also possibly Korea, might produce." 

In a not-so-subtle swipe at Germany, the 
Pentagon study warns that "we must seek to 
prevent the emergence of European-only se­
curity arrangements which would undermine 
NATO [North Atlantic Treaty Organization], 
particularly the alliance's integrated com­
mand structure." 

One way to maintain U.S. dominance, the 
guidance says, is to convince "potential com­
petitors that they need not aspire to a greater 
role." 

War scenarios 
While the document focuses on the U.S. 

maintaining its dominant role among its im­
perialist rivals, it repeats seven scenarios that 
the New York Times published a few weeks 

earlier from another Pentagon report. That 
report described possible threats from North 
Korea, Iraq, Russia, and other regions. The 
U.S. military must be ready for more wars 
to maintain its superpower status, the guid­
ance says. 

The report says a base force of 1.6 million 
active duty soldiers are needed to preserve 
U.S. supremacy. There are currently close to 
2 million U.S. troops stationed around the 
world. The document instructs the various 
military services to buy enough "threat­
oriented munitions" - such as missiles, 
bombs, and artillery shells - to be able to 
destroy 80 percent of the targets "in the two 
most demanding major Regional Conflict 
scenarios." 

Although the United States is the predom­
inant military power in the world, both Ger­
many and Japan have substantial and modem 
standing armies. Germany has the largest 
army in Western Europe, with 480,000 sol­
diers. It spends $30 billion on its military 
annually. Japan has 247,000 soldiers and an 
annual military budget about the same as 
Bonn's. 

With few exceptions, neither Germany or 
Japan have been able to undertake a signifi-

cant deployment of military forces abroad 
since World War II, due to widespread pop­
ular opposition at home. For the same reason 
they have not developed nuclear weapons. 

But both have the technical capability to 
rapidly produce such weapons, and the Ger­
man and Japanese ruling classes are working 
overtime to overcome any political barriers. 

The Pentagon guidance underscores the 
fact that Washington's dominance is threat­
ened in Europe by the rise of Germany and 
in Asia by Japan. It foresees the possibility 
of future wars, either by proxy or directly, to 
reverse the waning economic and political 
power of U.S. imperialism relative to4ts main 
rivals. 

Unease, rather than post-Cold War trium­
phalism, underlies the report as well. The 
disintegration of the former Soviet Union and 
its decline as a military power does not lessen 
the threat to U.S. capitalist interests, but 
instead presents new challenges. 

"While the U.S. cannot become the 
'world's policeman' by assuming responsibil­
ity for righting every wrong," the Pentagon 
planners state, "we will retain the pre-emi­
nent responsibility for addressing selectively 

Continued on Page 12 

The Opening Guns of World War Ill 
The War Against Iraq 

By jack Barnes 
In New International no. 7. 
Washington's recent threats against Iraq, Libya, and 

North Korea, indicate that the U.S. government is on the 
road to new military aggression. This issue of New Inter­
national, published just after the 1991 Gulf War ended, 
remains indispensable for understanding the threat of 
war today and what working people can do to fight 
against it. 333 pp. $12. 

Available from bookstores listed on page 12 or from Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, NY 10014. 
Include $3 shipping, $.50 each additional title. 
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-MILITANT LABOR FORUMS------- - -----
The Militant Labor Forum is a weekly 

free-speech meeting for workers, farmers, 
youth, and others. AU t hose seeking to 
advance the fight against injustice and ex­
ploitation are welcome to attend and par­
ticipate in these discussions on issues of 
importance to working people. 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles 
Violence Against Women- W hy It Happens 
and How It Can be Fo ught. Sat., March 21, 
7 :30 p.m. 2546 W Pico Blvd. Donation $4. Tel: 
(213) 380-9460. 
Solidarity with UA W Strike at Caterpillar­
Reports fro m Peoria, IUinois, Solidarity Ra lly. 
Sat., March 28, 7:30 p.m. 2546 W Pico Blvd. 
Donation: $4. Tel: (213) 380-9460. 

FLORIDA 
Miami 
Abortion: A Woman's Right to C hoose. Sat., 
March 21,7:30 p.m. 137 NE 54th St. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (305) 756-1020. 
The Caterpillar Strike: A F irst-Hand Report 
on the March 22 Solidarity Rally in Peoria, 
Illinois. Speaker: Dan Fein, Socialist Workers 
Party, member OCA W Local 3-682. Sat., March 
28, 7:30 p.m.l37 NE 54th St. Donation: $3. Tel: 
(305) 756-1020. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago 
Rally to Kick Oft' Olinois Socialist Workers 
Campaign. Sat., March 28. Reception. 6 p.m.; 
rally 7 p.m. 545 W Roosevelt Rd. Donation: $5. 
Tel: (312) 829-6815 or 829-7018. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 
T he Gulf War: One Year Later. Speakers: 
Edith Jones, American Friends Service Commit­
tee; Greg Preston. Socialist Workers Party. Sat., 
March 21,7:30 p.m. 2905 Greenmount Ave. Do­
nation: $3. Tel: (301) 235-0013. 
JFK: Myth a nd Reality. Speaker: Pat Leamon, 
Socialist Workers Pany. Sat., March 28, 7:30 
p.m. 2905 Greenmount Ave. Donation: $3. Tel: 
(301)235-0013. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
The Fight for Abortion Rights Today. Speak­
ers: representative of Socialist Workers Party; 
others. Sat .• March 21,7:30 p.m. 605 Massachu­
setts Ave. Donation: $3. Tel: (617) 247-6772. 
Anti-Semitism: What I t Is, Where It Comes 
From, a nd How To Fight It. Speaker: Karen 
Ray, Socialist Workers Party. Sat., March 28, 
7:30p.m. 605 Massachusetts Ave. Donation: $3. 
Tel: (617) 247-6772. 

MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
T he Fight for Women's Rights: A Cruc ial 
Struggle for Working People. Speaker: Marga­
ret Jayko. Socialist Workers Party, member 
United Auto Workers. Sat., March 21. 7:30p.m. 
1622 S Broadway. Donation: $3. Tel: (314) 361-
0250. 

NEW YORK 
Manhattan 
Puerto R ico: A U.S. Colony. Speakers: Elfas 
Castro, fonner defendant in Hartford 15 case; 
Yvonne Mel~ndez, defendant in Hartford 15 
case; Manrn Koppel, Militant staff writer. Sat., 
March 21,7:30 p.m. 191 7th Ave. Donation: $4. 
Tel: (2 12) 675-6740. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
The Collapse of the USSR and the Crisis of 
Capitalism. Sat., March 21, 7:30p.m. 2000-C 
South Elm-Eugene St. Donation: $3. Tel: (919) 
272-5996. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
We Won ' t Go Back: Young Women Fight for 
Abortion Righ ts. Speakers: Debra Stafford. 
Princeton Pro-Choice; Deborah Liatos, Young 
Socialist Alliance. Sat., March 21, 7:30p.m. 1906 
South St. Donation: $3. Tel: (215) 546-8218. 

TEXAS 
Houston 
Open the U.S. Borders to the Haitia n Refugees! 
Stop the Deportations! Speaker: Jackie Floyd. 
Socialist Workers Party. Sat., March 21 ,7:30 p.m. 
4806 Almeda. Donation: $3. Tel: (713) 522-8054. 

UTAH 
Salt Lake City 
Women in the G lobal Economy. Sat., March 
21, 7:30p.m. 147 E 900 S. Donation: $3. Tel: 
(801) 355-1124. 
Labor F ights Back: The Caterpillar Strike! 
Sat., March 28, 7:30p.m. 147 E 900S. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (80 I) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
C uba 1992: Meeting the Challenges Facing 
the Revolution. Speaker: Mary-Alice Waters, 
editor, New International. Sat .. March 21, 7:30 
p.m. 523 8th St. SE. Donation: $3. Tel: (202) 
547-7557. 

Defend a Woman's Right to Abortio n! Build 
the April S March for Women's Lives. Speak­
ers: Paula McKenzie, president, D.C. NOW chap­
ter; Beth Beck, spokesperson, outreach committee 
of Washington Area Clinic Defense Task Force: 
Scott Marders, University of Maryland Campus 
Pro-Choice Advocacy: Nell Wheeler, Young So­
cialist Alliance. Sat., March 28, 7:30p.m. 523 8th 
St. SE. Donation: $3. Tel: (202) 547-7557. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
No to Washingto n 's Wa r Pla ns! Speaker: 
Kathy Wheeler, Socialist Workers Party, mem­
ber United Transponation Union Local 845. 
Sunday, March 22,6 p.m. 1405 E Madison. Do­
nation: $3. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 
Auto Workers Strike at Caterpillar: The State 
o f U.S. La bo r Movement a nd the F ight 
Against the Employer Offensive. Speakers: 
Mark Downs, member International Long­
shoremen's and Warehousemen's union; Kevin 
Hirsh, member lntemational Association of Ma­
chinists Local 2202; Mark Severs, Socialist 
Workers Party, member lAM Local 2202. Sat., 
March 28,7:30 p.m. 1405 E Madison. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown 
The E pidemic of Police Brutality. A panel dis­
cussion. Sat., March 21, 7:30p.m. 242 Walnut 
Street. Donation: $3. Tel: (304) 296-0055. 

• 

Pentagon paper: U.S. 01ust re01ain supreme 
Continued from Page 11 
those wrongs which threaten not only our 
interests. but those of our allies or friends, or 
whlch could seriously unsettle international 
relations." 

'Times': Draft is foolish 
Sharp disagreements with the Pentagon's 

tactical advice on how best to hold together a 
declining empire were expressed by some 
wings of the U.S. ruling class. 

establishments of former adversaries in rlew 
collective security arrangements." 

According to the Times, some "senior of­
ficials" characterized the Pentagon docu­
ment as a "dumb report" that "in no way or 
shape represents U.S. policy." 

Dead before a rrival? 

At a March 10 press briefing, chief Penta­
gon spokesperson Peter Williams answered 
a reporter who said that high-ranking offi­
cials in the National Security Council and 
other government agencies had said they 
would view the guidance as "dead before 
arrival if it came to them." 

Williams said he was "puzzled" at these 
views, because "a great deal" of the guid­
ance "is consistent entirely" with what De-
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fense Secretary Richard Cheney and Gen-
eral Colin Powell have been testifying to 
Congress. But, backtracking from some of 
the report's conclusions, Williams said, 
"The United States is not looking for a uni­
lateral role in the world. 

"What we are saying is that we want to 
stay involved with our allies. We want to 
remain part of the community of nations." 

But Williams reiterated other parts of the 
report, saying, "What we seek to prevent is 
the emergence of a hostile power, a hostile 
superpower." 

The Pentagon spokesperson insisted that 
the guidance was a draft - not official policy 
- which had not yet been reviewed at the 
highest levels of the military establishment. 

BRITAIN 
London 
End Controls on Immigration. Cancel the 
Third World Debt! Speaker: Marcella Fitzger­
ald, Communist League Election Campaign Na­
tional Chairperson. Sat., March 2 1, 7:30p.m. 47 
The Cut, SE I. Donation: £2. Tel: 71-928-7993. 

Ireland: British Gove rnment Should Negoti­
ate Without Condit.ions. Communist League 
Election Candidates Call For · Troops Out! 
Speaker: Rich Palser, representative, Commu­
nist League election campaign. Sat., March 28, 
7:30 p.m. 47 The Cut, SE l . Donation: £2. Tel: 
7 1-928-7993. 

Sheffield 
The General Election: Communist League 
Candida te Explains C ha llenges Facing 
Wo rking People. Speaker: Josephine O'Brien. 
Sat., March 21,6 p.m. I Gower St., Spital Hill. 
Donation: £1. Tel: 0742-765070. 

Ireland: British Government Should Negoti­
a te Without Conditions. Communist League 
E lection Candida tes Call for Troops Out! 
Speaker: Jonathan Silbennan, cochair Sheffield 
Communist League e lection campaign. Sat. , 
March 28, 6 p.m. I Gower St., Spital Hill Dona­
tion: £1. Tel: 0742-765070. 

CANADA 
Toronto 
Defend Abortion Rights! We're Never Going 
Back! Speakers: Rhonda Roffey, Ontario Coali­
tion for Abonion Clinics; Janet Fisher, laid-off 
member of Canadian Auto Workers. Sat., March 
21,7:30 p.m. 827 Bloor St. West. Donation: $4. 
Tel: (416) 533-4324. 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik 
Video: Malcolm X. Sat .. March 21, 12 noon. 
Klapparstfg26. Tel: (91) 17513. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Cosme tics, Fashion , a nd t he Offe nsive 
Against Women's Eq uality. Sat., March 21, 7 
p.m. La Gonda Arcade. 203 Karangahape Rd . 
Donation: $3. Tel: (9) 793-075. 

U.S. Threatens War. Speaker: representative of 
Communist League. Sat., March 28. 7 p.m. La 
Gonda Arcade, 203 Karangahape Rd. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (9) 793-075 

.Wellington .. 
111· New Zeala nd and Aroun d ··t he · Wo rld, 
Farmers Face the C r isis ofthe 1990s. Speaker: 
Felicity Coggan, Communist League, member 
New Zealand Metalworkers ' Union. Sat .. March 
21, 7 p.m. 23 Majoribanks St., near Counenay 
Pl. Donation $3. Tel: (4) 384-4205. 

U.S. Threats Escalate As Washington P lans 
Wa r. Sat.. March 28. 7 p.m. 23 Majoribanks St .. 
near Counenay Pl. Donation: $3. Tel: (4) 384-
4205 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
U.S. T ries to Stop the Reunificatio n of Korea. 
Speaker: Lasse Johansson, Communist League, 
member Transpon Workers Union. Sat., March 
21, 3 p.m. Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St Erik­
splan). Tel: (08) 31 69 33. 

The employers and both the Democratic 
and Republican parties agree that Washing­
ton will more and more have to use its mili­
tary might abroad as its main weapon against 
growing economic competition from Ger­
many and Japan especially. They recognize 
that the capitalist econom ic crisis and 
Washington's use of its military trump card 
will drive the German and Japanese govern­
ments to begin to use their military power 
abroad as well. - IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 

Whether disagreeing with openly stating 
goals such as those in the Pentagon report, or 
with how to best defend U.S. imperialism 
abroad, many government officials and big 
business newspapers gave the report a cold 
shoulder. 

The New York Times in a March 10 edito­
rial says the draft is "foolish, if only for 
financial reasons, to crow about America as 
solo superpower. And it 's downright per­
verse to affront allies who dare to 'aspire to a 
greater role. ' 

''The Persian Gulf war exemplified the 
opportunity for new coalitions, involving 
money and fighting forces. But not to the 
Pentagon planners," complains the Times. 

''Taken together, the gulf war and the So­
viet collapse offer a new opportunity to 
share more widely the responsibility for 
keeping the peace. 

''The Pentagon's propositions are worse 
than self-justifying," the editorial concludes. 
"In short, for America to go it alone would 
be obtuse, expensive and dangerous. The 
Administration better say so soon." 

The Times says that a large number of 
White House and State Department officials 
disagree with the Pentagon draft, arguing 
"for a more diminished American military 
ro le, more emphasis on collective action 
through the United Nations and regional alli­
ances, and a strategy to engage the military 
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Where to find Pathfinder books and 
distributors of the MiliJant, Perspectiva 
Mundial, New InternalioMI, Nouvelle In­
ternalioMle, N ue va Intern acional, and 
L 'intemation.aliste. 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingha m: 11 I 21st St. 

South. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-3079, 328-
3314. 

C ALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W. Pico 
Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460. San 
Francisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 941 10. Tel: ( 415) 
282-6255. 

CONNECTICUT: New Haven: Mailing ad­
dress: P.O. Box 16751 , Saybrook Station, West 
Haven. Zip: 06516. 

FLO RIDA: Miami: 137 NE 54th St. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305) 756- 1020. 

G EORG IA: Atlanta: 172 Trinity Ave. Zip: 
30303. Tel: (404) 577-4065. 

ILLINO IS: Chicago: 545 W. Roosevelt 
Rd. Zip: 60607. Tel: (312) 829-6815, 829-
7018. 

IOWA: Des Moines: 2105 Forest Ave. Zip: 
503 11. Tel: (515) 246-8249. 

KENTUC KY: Louisville: P.O. Box 4103. 
Zip: 40204-4103. 

M ARYLAND: Baltimore: 2905 Green­
mount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (301) 235-0013. 

M ASSACH USETTS: Boston: 605 Mas­
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5996. 

OHIO: Cincinna ti: P.O.Box 19484. Zip: 
45219. Tel: (513) 221 -269 1. Cleveland: 1863 
W. 25th St. Zip: 44113. Tel: (216) 861 -6150. 

PENNSYLVANIA : Philadelphia: I 906 
South St. Zip: I 9146. Tel: (2 I 5) 546-8196. Pitts­
burgh: 4905 Penn Ave. Zip 15224. Tel: (412) 
362-6767. 

TEXAS: Houston: 4806 Almeda. Zip: 
77004. Tel: (7 13) 522-8054. 

UTAH: Salt Lake C ity: 147 E 900 South. 
Zip: 84111. Tel: (801) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 523 8th St. SE. Zip: 
20003. Tel: (202) 547-7557. 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madison. 
Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755. 

WEST VIRG I NIA: Morgantown : 242 
Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. 
Zip: 26507. Tel: (304) 296-0055. 

AUSTRALIA 
Sydney: 19 Terry St., Surry Hills, Sydney 

NSW 2010. Tel: 02-281 -3297. 
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London: 47 The Cut. Postal code: SEI 8LL. 

Tel: 71-401 2293. 
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St effield: I Gower St., Spital Hill. Postal 
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M6G lM I. Tel: (416) 533-4324 
Va ncouver: 1053 Kingsway, Suite 102. 

Postal code: V5V 3C7. Tel: (604) 872-8343. 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik: Klapparstig 26. Mailing address: 

P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: (91) 17513. 

MEXICO 
Mexico City: Nevin Siders, Apdo. Postal27-

575, Col. Roma Sur. Mexico DF. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland: La Gonda Arcade, 203 Karan­

gahape Road. Postal Address: P.O. Box 3025. 
Tel: (9) 793-075. 

C hristchurch: 593a Colombo St. (upstairs). 
Postal address: P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3)656-055. 
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4205. . 

SWEDEN ' 
Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10. Postal code: 
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-GREAT SOCIETY----------------
to consumers. No smoking gun - Used for 

speed checks, police radar guns emit 
radiation. A Connecticu& cop carried 
one in his patrol car for 15 years, 
always nestled between his legs. He 

Harry 
Ring 

there isn't enough anecdotal evi­
dence to justify a health study. 

Sexism, British style - A sur­
vey by the actor's union, British 
Equity, found that actors in Britain 
earn a median salary of $27,000 
while actresses in equivalent roles 
get about $15,000. The study also 
found that women get the most work 
when they're under 30, while the 
busiest period for men continues 
into their 40s. 

Obviously that's different ­
"We feel a little funny about him. 
Here he is talking about keeping 
Japanese cars out of America, and 
every day we come to work and 
make very good Chryslers."- An 
official at Japan's Mitsubishi Mo­
tors, which makes Dodge Stealths 
for Lee lacocca 's Chrysler Corp. 

For Energy Dept. officials? -
Moscow's legendary Metropol Ho­
tel has been refurbished and rooms 
are available, starting at $390 a 
night. 

Congressiooai cleanup - Over 
a 39-month period, some 200 mem­
bers of Congress wrote nearly 
20,000 rubber checks on the no-fee 
House banking service. House "Eth­
ics" Committee probers favor pub­
lishing the names of only the 19 
worst offenders. "I don't think it can 
pass the smeU test," observed one 
skeptical solon. 

than he was originally asking. Spa­
cious - "18 to 20 rooms, I never 
really counted them," he says. It 's 
been on the market eight months, 
hence the reduction. "I think the 
economy has played some role," he 
speculates. 

Thought for the week - "Just 
as the recession has been anything 
but traditional, the recovery is ex­
pected to be far different than those 
of the past. ... Instead of the vigor­
ous, robust growth that followed 
previous contractions, this one is 
likely to proceed in fits and starts, 
causing the economy to expand so 
sluggishly that it may appear to 
many like no growth at all." - Los 
Angeles Times. 

now has cancer of the testicles and 
is one of I 0 cops who have filed 
suits or workers compensation 
claims, charging they contracted 
cancer from radar guns. The feds say 

Natch - The FBI wants a law 
to curb advances in telecommuni­
cations technology which might 
interfere with tapping phones. Mr. 
Big Ears proposes that any extra 
cost this might entail be passed on 

Buy cheap, sell dear - The 
U.S. Energy Dept. will finance the 
research work of 116 former Soviet 
nuclear scientists in harnessing nu­
clear fission for asserted civilian 
purposes. The scientists will be paid 
$65 a month. "It's a very good buy," 
opined an Energy Dept. official. 

Housing tip- A Pennsylvania 
"megahome" dealer is offering a 
place for $3.7 million, $500,000 less 

Buchanan's campaign 'fascistic,' says columnist 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

As Patrick Buchanan continues to receive 
sizable vote totals in the Republican presi­
dential primaries around the country, the 
character of his campaign has come under 
closer scrutiny in the big-business media. 
Serious commentators are describing his pro­
gram and direction as fascist-like. 

Syndicated columnist Charles Krautham­
mer writing for the Washington Post points 
out, "The real problem with Buchanan is not 
that his instincts are anti-semitic but that they 
are, in various and distinct ways, fascistic." 

Krauthammer comments on some of 
Buchanan's statements: "'Who speaks for 
the Euro-Americans?' (read: white Ameri­
cans) asks Buchanan. Guess. 'Is it not time 
to take America back?' Guess for whom and 
from whom. This naked appeal to racial and 
ethnic exclusivity puts Buchanan firmly in 
the tradition of Jean-Marie Le Pen and 
Europe's other neo-fascists whose platform 
is anti-immigrant resentment, fear and loath­
ing of the unassimilated Other." 

Krauthammer goes on to point out 
Buchanan's admiration for such figures and 
regimes as the dictators Franco of Spain and 
Pinochet of Chile, and the "Boer Republic," 
which is, he notes "Buchanan's quaint and 
sympathetic euphemism for white racist 
South Africa." 

"We are watching the emergence of a 
distinctive American kind of fascism," writes 
Martin Walker in the March 9 London 
Guardian. "Its rhetoric is unmistakable." 

Walker points to Buchanan's "America 
Ftrst" campaign, which was also the rallying 
cry of fascist forces in the 1930s, and quotes 
a typical Buchanan statement from the cam­
paign: 

"George Bush believes in his New World 

What is American 
Fascism and 
lessons of the 
fight against it. 

What Is American Fascism? ...... .......,~ .... -........... 
_.._,_,_~Ill! 

~a-.tc:- .... ,_.""""""' 

What Is American Fascism? 
Writings on Fatber 
Coughlin, Mayor Frank 
Hague. and Sen. Joseph 
Mccarthy. by James P. 
Cannon and Joseph Hansen 
$8. 

Tbe Fight Against Fascism 
in the U.S.A.: Forty Years of 
Struggle Described by 
Farticlpants, by James P. 
Cannon et al. $9 

Available from bookstores listed on ~ 
1 2 or from Pathn nder, 41 0 West St., New 
York. NY I 0014. Please add $3 for 
postage and handling for nrst title; $.50 
each additional one. 

Order, the subordination of American sover­
eignty to Gatt [General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade] and the World Bank and the 
United Nations. Our America First threatens 
Bush's New World Order ... If we unleash 
America's energies, we can beat them all. 
There won't be any New World Order. It will 
be America Number One again." 

Buchanan has elaborated his political per­
spective more fully as he has continued to 
campaign around the country. His presiden­
tial bid has become more than just a protest 
vote against Bush and the poor state of the 
U.S. economy, but a vehicle for coalescing 
and building an ongoing ultra-rightist social 
movement. 

"Consider what we have accomplished in 
just three weeks," commented Buchanan in 
response to the vote returns from eight states 
holding Republican party primaries March 
10, "We have tom away one-third of the 
Republican Party from the national establish­
ment for good." 

Buchanan has also succeeded in drawing 
support from rightists backing Republican 
presidential nominee David Duke. Many of 
those who voted for Duke in his campaign 
for governor of Louisiana voted for Bu­
chanan in the presidential primaries. " I think 
Pat Buchanan sounds a lot like me," said 
David Duke noted. "I'm glad to see it. I think 
Pat Buchanan sounds more like me every 
day."Other ultrarightist forces have also de­
clared their support and admiration for 
Buchanan's campaign_. 

William Buckley, founder and president 
of the conservative NaJional Review, who 
had earlier chided Buchanan for his anti­
Semitism, promptly turned around and 
backed Buchanan in the New Hampshire 
primary. Current Review editor John 
O'Sullivan urges its readers to keep backing 
Buchanan until "a milli-second" before Bu­
chanan himself decides to suppon Bush. 

Campaigning through the South, Bu­
chanan made a strong appeal to reactionary 
forces who continue to rally around the tra­
dition of the Confederacy, which fought the 
Civil War in an unsuccessful attempt to retain 
slavery. Buchanan proudly terms as "rebels" 
his two great grandfathers who served and 
died in the Confederate army. 

American fascism 
Fascism in its initial stages has appeared 

on the U.S. political scene during previous 
periods of capitalist economic depression and 
social crisis. For example, in the late 1930s 
Father Charles Coughlin, known as the radio 
priest, attracted hundreds of thousands of 
adherents to his fascist Social Justice move­
ment. Around the same time New Jersey 
Democratic Party boss Frank Hague became 
mayor of Jersey City and mobilized mobs 
there to smash meetings of unionists, social­
ists, and those speaking out for civil liberties. 

Socialist Workers Party leader Joseph 
Hansen, writing in a 1939 pamphlet entitled 
Father Coughlin: Fascist Demagogue, de­
fines fascism as "a wide mass movement of 
farmers and small business men who face 
bankruptcy, of youth denied a future under 
capitalism, of sections of the unemployed. 
All these layers of the oppressed who are 
seeking desperately to put their hands on the 
surrounding plenty become hypnotized by 
the silver-plated promises of a demagogue 
who regiments them into blindly obedient 
shock troops." 

"The capitalists provide the money," 
writes Hansen. "The dictator provides the 
powerful slogans, the stirring names, the 

demagogic program, the organization, the 
lieutenants, and the oratory." 

The central focus of attack of a full-scale 
fascist movement are the trade unions and 
other vanguard political organizations of the 
working class. 

The rightist demagogue Buchanan is in 
the initial stages of building a fascist move­
ment. However the reactionary political pro­
gram around which he is attracting supporters 
make his intentions increasingly clear. 

'Take America back' 
Buchanan's speeches include both subtle 

and more blatant attempts to stir up hatred 
of Jews such as when he condemns Capitol 
Hill as "Israeli-occupied territory." Bu­
chanan minimizes the Nazi-{)rganized Holo­
caust against Jews saying that facts do not 
uphold the gassing of Jews at the Treblinka 
concentration camp because the diesel fumes 
were not lethal. 

Post columnist Krauthammer points out 
that Buchanan's minimizing of the Holocaust 
is an attempt to project the fascist perspective 
without its negative association with the 
genocide that Hitler's fascist movement in 
power ultimately carried out. ' 'Take away the 
blot of the Holocaust and we are back to the 
1930s when the fascist idea had an appeal. a 

promise, a future," comments Krauthammer. 
Krauthammer notes that in June 1933 

"before the genocide . ... even FOR [Frank­
lin Delano Roosevelt] said that he was 
'deeply impressed by what (Mussolini) has 
accomplished and by his evidenced honest 
purpose of restoring Italy.' " 

Buchanan has also shifted from being a 
free trade partisan in the tradition of Ronald 
Reagan to calling for an active governmental 
role in regulating and protecting the profit 
prerogatives of U.S. industry while denounc­
ing "vulture capitalism," in the true tradition 
of earlier fascist demagogues. 

After visiting an unemployment office in 
Concord, New Hampshire, Buchanan, who 
was seeking to win these victimized workers 
to his banner, exclaimed, ''These people re­
ally want to work." 

"After a lifetime denouncing the left for 
letting government regulate the economy, 
Buchanan is a born-again economic populist, 
championing the shirtless ones against rapa­
cious capitalism," comments Krauthammer. 

Campaigning in Aorida, Buchanan made 
a strong appeal for support from anti-Castro 
Cubans. Sounding a call for active interven­
tion in Cuba's affairs he predicted, "Fidel 
Castro will not survive a Buchanan presi­
dency." 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO---
THE 
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Thomas C. Wansley, a 22-year-{)ld Negro, 
was sentenced to two l ife terms for "rape" in 
Lynchburg, Va., on March 18. Held in prison 
without bail for more than four years, this 
was Wansley's fourth trial for the same of­
fense. Accused of raping a white woman. 
now 63, and robbing her of $ 1.37, Wansley 
has been twice acquitted on appeal to the 
Virginia Supreme Coun on the rape charge, 
and the robbery charge resulted in a hung 
jury in 1965. 

Wansley's attorney, William Kunstler of 
New York, has been frequently red-baited in 
the local press as "linked on numerous oc­
casions with Communist-front organi.zations 
and efforts." 

The 63-year-{)ld plaintiff, when asked how 
she could identify Wansley now, when in two 
previous trials she had been unsure, replied: 
"Well naturally ... 1 have seen him in court." 

The verdict will be appealed. 

THE MILITANT 
March 28, 1942 

To insure their domination and exploitation 
of India, the English have done everything in 
their power to preserve and reinforce feudal­
ism there. The Asiatic system still flourishes 
virtually in its archaic forms throughout the 
so-called native states whose number is vari­
ously estimated from 600 to 700. 

The Nizam of Hyderabad, Sir Mir Os­
man Ali Khan, is reponed to possess 
$150,000,000 in jewels and $250,000,000 in 
gold bars alone. He rules over 20,000,000 
peasants. 

In order to perpetuate feudalism, the En­
glish apply what is known as the Torrence 
System in their colonies. The old feudal titles 
remain and are entered into a land register; 
but the right is given to purchase feudal titles 
"by voluntary agreement." In shon, a feudal 
lord can sell his right to a capitalist. In this 
way, the English have slipped underneath the 
rotten edifice of feudalism a modernized 
foundation and at the same time tied the 
native bourgeoisie to the chariot of the Ra­
jahs, Maharajahs, and Nizams. To retain an 
important part of their capital and their prof­
its, the Indian financiers must of necessity 
do all they can to retain the princes from 
whom in the last analysis, all the land-titles 
flow - or, rather, to retain the princes who 
must hang on to the English without whom 
their power is so much chaff. 

Jawaharlal Nehru has explained: "[With 
the] assumption of direct British control over 
an Indian state ... the semifeudal conditions 
are retained, autocracy is kept, all restrictions 
on personal liberty and association and ex­
pression of opinion continue, but one change 
is made. The executive becomes stronger, 
while a measure of efficiency is introduced." 

So strong is this executive that, according 
to official figures, rent and interest charges 
absorb from 70 to 80 percent of a peasant's 
harvest After that he pays taxes. 

The curtain is beginning to rise on the 
age-long "mystery of India," revealing: filth, 
squalor, degradation, bestiality, every abom­
ination in the dictionary of Fnglish colonial 
rule. Meanwhile, in 700,000 Indian villages 
the peasants are weighing in their minds a 
way out of their centuries of grinding pov­
erty. Small wonder that a dispatch from Bom­
bay issues alarm signals: 

'The Princes fear that if the British-Indian 
link is broken, they will ultimately be swept 
away." Every Indian worker and peasant will 
agree that nothing could serve their country 
better than to be rid of both the all-powerful 
princes and their contemptible "link." The 
sooner the better. 
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- EDITORIALS 

Threat posed by Buchananism 
The reactionary solutions being put forward in the contest 

for the Republican presidential candidacy by Patrick Bu­
chanan pose a serious threat to working people. Buchanan 
bas emerged as the most prominent spokesperson for the 
ultrarightist political current in the United States. 

Buchananism bas gained a hearing in U.S. politics as a 
result of the world capitalist depression and the weakening 
position of U.S. imperialism in relation to its imperialist 
rivals abroad- especially Germany and Japan. 

Authoritative commentators in the big-business media 
have begun to point out that the most accurate way of 
describing Buchanan is as a fascist. He is in fact in the 
process of pulling together an incipient fascist movement in 
the United States. 

History shows that the ultimate result of a fascist move­
ment that succeeds in gaining state power, as Hitler did in 
Germany in the 1930s, is the bloody suppression of the 
unions and vanguard political organizations of the working 
class. The victory of fascism also means victimization of 
scapegoats such as Jews and others, and an acceleration of 
the drive toward world imperialist war. 

"Buchananism" today has many faces: from Buchanan 
himself; to David Duke; to Torn David and the White Student 
Union at the University of Minnesota; to Operation Rescue's 
street campaign, including thuggish attacks against those 
defending the right of abortion clinics to remain open; and 
to the demonstrations by cops and their supporters from 

Chicago to Los Angeles aimed at defending police officers 
charged with brutal attacks on working people. 

The countercampaign against imprisoned union and po­
litical activist Mark Curtis, promoted in the first place by 
the cops and prosecutor 's office in Des Moines, is another 
example of this ultrarightist trend. 

No effective answer to the ultraright can be expected from 
capitalist politicians in the Democratic or Republican Par­
ties. The truth is that these politicians - from Republican 
George Bush to Democrat William Clinton- rather than 
answering the Patrick Buchanans and David Dukes, have 
paved the way for making these politics respectable, through 
their own political stance as part of the bipartisan rightward 
shift of capitalist politics in the United States over the past 
15 years. Fascist demagogues like Buchanan emerge natu­
rally from this reactionary capitalist political framework. 

Working people have the greatest stake in recognizing and 
acting on the dangers posed by Buchananism. Workers need to 
faceuptoanddiscussouttheseriouschallengethatBuchanan­
ism in aU its forms represents to our rights and organizations. 

The issues raised by the rightist demagogues, from the 
scapegoating of immigrants to the accelerated Japan-bashing 
and the Jew-hatred that is part and parcel of the fascists' 
arsenal, must be answered head-on. And their physical 
attempts to deny the rights of others - from racist assaults 
to attacks on abortion clinics-caU for mobilizations in 
response. 

Washington lost the Cold War 
Fonner President Richard Nixon has clearly expressed 

what others in the U.S. ruling class have not said out loud: 
Washington has not won the Cold War. Nixon says bluntly 
that unless huge resources to the tune of $100 billion are 
poured into Russia, Yeltsin might not make it in his effort 
to establish the reign of the capitalist market system there. 

Russia could be "lost." Nixon says, as Washington "lost 
China" in the 1950s. Aside from the imperial arrogance 
involved here with the implication that these huge nations 
of people are Washington's to "win" or"lose," this statement 
shows how the initial euphoria in ruling-class circles fol­
lowing the fall of the Berlin WaU has all but evaporated. 

Nixon did not answer President George Bush's question: 
Where will the funds come from that Bush says he has no 
"blank check" for? 

The fact is that U.S. imperialism has indeed lost the Cold 
War. 

The Cold War was the term used to describe the strdtegic 
course forced upon U.S. imperialism and its allies coming out 
of World Warn in face of the limitations imposed by the inter­
national balance of class forces. These limitations ruled out 
for the foreseeable future the use of massive military force -
a "hot war"- to accomplish Washington's goal of overturn­
ing the Soviet Union and Eastern European workers' states 
and reestablishing capitalism there. 

Washington was blocked from pursuing this goal by the 
refusal of the Gls in Europe and Asia to go back to war, 
this time against former allies - the Soviet Union and the 
workers and peasants of China. 

The U.S.-led assault on Korea in 1950, which tested the 
"back door" approach to undermining or overthrowing the 
Soviet Union and the fledgling Chinese revolution, failed. 
The Democratic People's Republic of Korea was not over­
thrown and the fighting ended in a stalemate atthe 38th paral­
lel. 

Moscow's development of nuclear weapons in the 1950s 
chilled any idea of a direct military assault against the 
workers' states. 

Given these realities, Washington was restricted during 
the Cold War to using its military power to try to contain 
any extension of the revolutionary overturn of capitalist 
property relations. Its strategic effort to weaken the Soviet 
and Eastern European workers' states became one of ap­
plying pressure on the bureaucratic castes to police the 
working class in those countries and keep them isolated 
from the struggles of workers and peasants around the world. 

With the crumbling of the Stalinist regimes and their re-

placement by openly procapitalist politicians, and with pros­
pects of a military assault against the former Soviet republics 
and Eastern Europe less feasible than ever, imperialism still 
confronts the same battle, but from a weakened position. 

Instead of continuing the Cold War against the Stalinist 
regimes, imperialism will have to directly take on and try 
to defeat the working class, aUowing the overthrow of the 
workers' states in order to reestablish an employer class 
there. Capitalism won't return without establishing new 
relations of exploitation based on the crushing defeat of 
working people and the seizure of the means of production 
by a new capitalist class. Nixon himself touches on this 
problem when he acknowledges that what he calls a "man­
agement class" is lacking in Russia. 

Unlike what Nixon suggests, imperialism today is in no 
position to buy its way back to capitalism in Russia, Poland, 
or even former East Germany. 

Nixon admits that the Marshall Plan cannot be simply 
duplicated in Russia. What Bush points out to him is that 
the 1990s are unlike the 1950s. The MarshaU Plan was 
launched at the start of a decades-long capitalist expansion 
fueled by the victory of U.S. imperialism over its rivals 
coming out of the mass destruction of World War Il. Now 
we are in worldwide depression. 

The disintegration of the economies in the former Soviet 
republics and Eastern Europe has proven to be a liability 
not a boon for imperialism. It is not a means by which the 
world capitalist crisis will be.resolved. 

We are not about to witness a ruble convertible in hard 
currency or a stable banking system in Russia. What is 
becoming the rule in these countries is more barter agree­
ments and open thievery by the regimes in power. "Corrup­
tion grows greedy in Russia," and "Bribery finds in capi­
talism the beginnings of a beautiful friendship," are typical 
headlines describing the situation there. 

The Polish rulers' decision to pause in their application 
of "shock therapy," which was to speed the arrival of 
capitalism, reflects the problems aU the bureaucratic rulers 
face. Grand privatization plans are faltering throughout 
Eastern Europe and working people are resisting the impact 
of the "free market" measures. 

It is this resistance and the accompanying social and 
politifal instability that Nixon puts his finger on in pointing 
out to U.S. imperialism's influential figures that they haven't 
won anything in that part of the world. That worries mouth­
pieces of imperialism like Nixon. 

Stakes in the Caterpillar battle 
Continued from front page 
face takeback demands from the auto bosses next year. 
General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler are watching closely 
what happens in this fight If Caterpillar is able to win its 
contract demands from the union, it may even prompt the 
declining auto giants to demand the reopening of UAW 
contracts to get immediate concessions. 

Unionists and other working people who are coming toPe­
oria to support the Caterpi llarstrikers should keep the pressure 
on. The ftrsthandaccountofwhat UAW members are fighting 
for and the stakes involved in their struggle can be taken back 
to locals and organizations across the country. More support 
and solidarity for the fight can be won in that way. 

Farmers also need to be brought into this struggle. 
Caterpillar's main assembly and partS plants are located in 
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rural areas. Hundreds of UAW members also farm for a 
living. The economic downturn is cutting deep into the living 
standard of both workers and farmers. 

Companies like Caterpillar try to convince farmers and 
other working people that their problems are a result of the 
high wages and benefits of union members. But nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

Thecrisisconfrontingworlcingpeopleonthelandandinthe 
factories today is a direct result of the drive for profits of the 
big corporations and banks whose owners rule this country. 

Caterpillar is proving to be a determined adversary of 
working people. It will take a determined fight of the union 
movement, farmers, and aU fighters for social justice to tum 
them back. 

Thiscolumnisdevotedtoadiscussionwitbourreaders 
-printing remarks, questions, suggestions, and other 
comments sent to the MiliiDnl. Where possible we will 
take up issues raised in notes and letters as a way to help 
clarify and expand on the coverage in the paper. 

• 
Are family farmers responsible for environmental de­

struction? Is it their own fault when they lose their farms? 
Should farmers abandon their tractors and return to the days 
of draft horses? Are the interests of farmers in the United 
States counterposed to those of peasants and farmers in 
other parts of the world? 

These are some of the questions raised by Dan Priest in 
this week's letter section. 

Priest argues that Doug Jenness's statement in a Militant 
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OUR READERS 
article that farmers require high cost inputs like machinery, 
seed, and fertilizer, is repeating a "myth." 

It is worth taking a brief look at the changes that have 
occurred in agriculture over the past half a century to 
understand what is at stake here. 

Farm productivity has increased tremendously in this 
period. For example, in 1930 one farm worker or farmer 
produced enough farm products for I 0 people; in 1982 one 
farmer produced enough for 78. 

This increase is a direct result of greater mechanization 
- replacing farm animals with tractors- and such tech­
nological advances as hybrid seeds, fertilizers, and the use 
of pesticides. This represents a huge step forward for hu­
manity, and means that the capability exists - right now 
- to feed the whole world. 

In many parts of the world, poor peasants are unable to af­
ford oxen or horses to help them plow their fields or to plant, 
much less buy a tractor. Instead they clear fields by hand and 
plant seeds with a stick. They often have no access to irrigation 
and are at the mercy of the vagaries of the weather. Many live 
in the most abject poverty. They would disagree with the no­
tion that doing without a tractor, mechanical irrigation, or high 
yield seed helps improve their lives. 

Mixed blessing 
If Priest called attention to the fact that the use of modem 

agricultural techniques is a mixed blessing, he would be 
right. for under capitalism, which puts profits before people, 
all kinds of unsafe products are put on the market. dangerous 
pesticides are overused, soil is depleted, and natural barriers 
against erosion are destroyed. 

Examples abound. As much as 85 percent of the range 
land in the western United States - about 685 million acres 
- is being degraded by overgrazing and other problems. 
This process known as desertification, which turns these 
areas into an artificially created desert, is also occurring in 
large parts of Africa. 

The cause is not the technology itself, but the distortions of 
the capitalist market, which oblige farmers to produce what­
everthe market demands, without regard to conservation. 

Many farmers find themselves risking their lives because 
of the pressure they are under, being paid less and less for 
what they produce. and having to pay more and more for 
the inputs they need. The fatality rate for agricultural work­
ers, for example. is six times the rate for manufacturing. 

But Priest would throw out the baby with the bath water. 
He says farmers should imitate the Amish, descendants of 
immigrants from Switzerland and south Germany who 
follow the traditions of the Mennonite Church. Not only do 
they farm without tractors, but they reject the use of elec­
tricity, radios, TVs, and other modem conveniences. 

Amish farms are labor intensive 
In Pennsylvania many Amish farm tobacco, which is labor 

intensive because of the delicacy with which the leaves must 
be handled. While the Amish have every rightto choose their 
own lifestyle, they are not an example ofhow to increase food 
production for the world's growing population. 

"North American farmers who are losing their farms are 
often the farmers who destroy nature," Priest writes. 

Since at least the 1930s the number of farmers in the 
United States has been declining, but not the total farm 
acreage in production. Instead, some farmers are driven out 
of business, and other farmers take their place trying to 
make a go of it. The average size of farms has been growing, 
as technological advances aUow a smaUer number of farm­
ers to work a proportionately larger area. And in fact, farm 
yields and productivity continue to rise. 

While the situation in Latin America and Africa is not 
exactly the same, farmers there are also being driven off 
the land because the price they receive for what they produce 
often does not cover the production costs. 

There is no necessary dichotomy between defending the 
environment and producing the things humanity needs to 
survive and flourish. Rightist demagogue Patrick Buchanan 
is dead wrong when he says he favors "the welfare of the 
American worker over the spotted owl." Why does it have 
to simply be one versus the other? 

If farmers were guaranteed the use of the land, a market 
for their products, and a price to meet their production costs 
and have a decent living, they would not be forced to use 
environmentaUy unsound methods or, for example, to accept 
the claims of the pesticide pushers without question. Freed 
from bondage to the capitalist agricultural concerns, the 
banks, and the middlemen, smaU farmers would not have 
to cut corners to survive. 

A workers' and farmers' government would help farmers 
to ensure that the environment is protected, while agricul­
tural production is boosted. 



Workers compensation cuts protested in Georgia 
This column is devoted to re­

porting the resistance by working 
people to the employers' assault 
on their living standards, working 
conditions, and unions. 

\\brking people around the 
world are involved in skirmishes 
over speedup, forced overtime, 
layoffs, and attacks on health and 

hurt at Queens Carpet and they 
won't give me a job l can do"; 
"Georgia: injured workers deserve 
rehabilitation": "We are not lazy. We 
are not frauds"; and "Carpet mills 
-union now." 

Some union members, especially 
from the building trades, were pres­
ent at the demonstration, though 

ON THE PICKET LINE 
safety benefits. Some unionists 
faced with sharp takeback de­
mands, lockouts, and union-bust­
ing moves have gone on strike to 
force the bosses to back down. 

We invite you to contribute 
short items to this column as a way 
for other fighting workers around 
the world to read about and learn 
from these important struggles. 
Jot down a few lines to let other 
Militant readers know about what 
is happening at your workplace or 
in your union. If there is an inter­
esting political discussion going on 
at work, we would like to hear 
about that too. 

Some 3,000 work­
ers from around Geor­
gia, including contin­
gents from carpet mills 
in the Dalton area, 
poultJy workers, and 
construction workers, 
turned out March 2 for 
a rally at the state cap­
itol in Atlanta to pro­
test a new workers 
compensation law that 
threatens, if passed. to 
further limit rights and 
benefits for workers 
injured on the job. 

Some workers were 
on crutches or walked 
with canes. Others 
were in wheelchairs. 
The faces and limbs of 
others bore the scars of 
serious on-the-job in­
juries. A sea of hand­
painted signs told their 
stories and demands: 

most workers were from unorga­
nized plants. They came with groups 
from rehabilitation programs or be­
cause they had heard of the rally by 
word-of-mouth. 

A number of workers described 
being out of work for years, follow­
ing on-the-job injuries. Forced to sur­
vive on workers compensation pay­
ments - when they can get them -
many have lost their homes. Others 
told of being fired after being hurt at 
work. 

Orlando Murillo attended the 
demonstration with an oxygen tank 
suspended from his shoulder. He 

,. 

, ~. I "Shoot me - I'm just 
a carpet mill slave"; 
"We want safety in the 
workplace"; "I was 

\\Orkers protesting in Atlanta against a new 
state law that will gut workers compensation. 

held a sign that read, ''Toxic fumes 
at work ruined my lungs." Exposure 
to chemical fumes at the wire plant 
where he worked near Atlanta dam­
aged his lungs to the point where he 
has to have oxygen at all times. 

Striking nuclear workers 
reject company's offer 

Nearly 800 members of the Oil, 
Chemical and ·Atomic Workers 
(OCA W) union Local 3-689 in 
Piketon, Ohio, overwhelmingly 
voted to support an executive board 
and negotiating committee decision 
to reject the latest contract offer by 
Martin Marietta Energy Systems, 
Inc. 

OCAW Local 3-689, which rep­
resents I ,055 workers, has been on 
strike against Martin Marietta since 
June 11, 1991. Martin Marietta is 
under contract to operate the U.S. 
Department of Energy's (DOE) ura­
nium enrichment facility. The ura­
nium is used in commercial nuclear 
power reactors and for mi(jtary ap­
plications. 

At issue in the strike is the 
company's demand to override basic 
seniority provisions that cover job 
assignments, overtime, and work. 
rules. According to union members, 
there is no dispute over wages, ben­
efits or job security. 

Also at issue in the strike is the 
company's demand that any DOE 
directive or order override or void 
any contract provision at any time. 

The plant has been operating at 
near to full capacity since the begin­
ning of the strike. Management per­
sonnel from Martin Marietta plants 
in Paducah. Kentucky, and Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, along with man­
agement and retirees from the Pike­
ton facility have kept the plant run­
ning. 

"We won't give up," Larry 
Thomas, the financial secretary of 
Local 3-689, told the Militant. 
"We're standing up for every worker, 
not just for ourselves. Dissension has 
made us stronger." 

For more information about the 
strike or to give to the Adopt-a-Fam­
ily Fund, contact OCA W Local 3-
689, P.O. Box 467, Piketon, Ohio 
45661. 

North Carolina textile mill 
makes permanent layoffs 

Cone Mills announced February 
6 a permanent layoff of 380 out of 
480 workers at the Granite Finishing 
Plant in Haw River, North Carolina. 
Cone is ending production of cordu­
roy -long a mainstay of the Gran­
ite plant - and is phasing out its 
encore piece-dyed flat fabrics divi­
sion. Cone claims to have lost $50 
million over the last four years 
through new equipment purchases 
and process rearrangement in its at­
tempts to make Granite profitable. 

This layoff of hundreds of work­
ers, who are organized by the Amal­
gamated Clothing and Textile Work­
ers Union (AC1WU), comes in the 
midst of a rash of decertification 
attempts at other organized mills 
around the region and in the wake 
of last August's vote at Fieldcrest­
Cannon Mills in Kannapolis where 
some 7,000 workers narrowly re­
jected representation by AClWU. 

Decertification drives by the 
bosses took place or are currently 
underway at Highland Yam and 
Fiber Dynamics in High Point, 
North Carolina, and at Fieldcrest­
Cannon in Fieldale, Virginia. 

At Highland Yam workers de­
fended the union, signing up 31 new 
members in 10 days and distributing 
a leaflet printed in seven different 
languages that counters company 
lies about Highland's nonunion 
plant in Bladenboro. The leaflet also 
explains that some workers who do 
not understand English were misled 
into signing decertification cards. 
Many workers at the mill are immi­
grants from Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. 

At nearby Fiber Dynamics union 
activists defeated a decertification 
attempt by talking to every worker 
in the plant, which successfully pre­
vented the collection of enough sig­
natures to call an election. 

British rail worker wins 
reinstatement 

A victory was scored recently 
when British Rail, the national­
ized rail company in Britain, was 
instructed by the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal to rei ns tate 
Denny Fitzpatrick, a political and 

trade union activist. Fitzpatrick 
had been sacked from her job as 
a signal engineer in March 1989. 
However, under the present legal 
setup. an employer can refuse to 
accept the reinstatement verdict 
and offer monetary compensation 
instead. British Rail has often 
chosen to do this. Of the thou­
sands of cases that appear before 
the courts each year, only 1 per­
cent are reinstated. In 1991, only 
69 workers got an actual order for 
reinstatement. 

Fitzpatrick had been dismissed 
from the railroads on the grounds 
that she failed to mention her previ­
ous job with Ford Motor Co. on her 
application. Fitzpatrick had been 
fired by Ford after company inves­
tigators acquired information on her 
previous trade union and political 
activity. 

The National Union of Rail, Mar­
itime and Transport Workers (RMf) 
took Fitzpatrick's case to the Indus­
trial Tribunal, a govemrnent body 
that rules on cases of unfair dis­
missal. There it became increasingly 
clear that collusion existed between 
British Rail and Ford in gaining in­
formation on Fitzpatrick. Ford has 
since admitted that it has used pri­
vate investigative agencies, such as 
the Economic League, to spy on its 
employees. Since the 1950s tens of 
thousands of job applicants at Ford 
have been screened against the Eco­
nomic League's files on union and 
political activity. 

The RMT campaigned in defense 
of Fitzpatrick. Two public meetings 
were held and Fitzpatrick spoke at 
a number of union gatherings. Her 
case won wide support among rail 
workers. 

The following people contributed to 
this week's column: Susan LaMont, 
member of the United Steelworkers 
of America in McDonough, Geor­
gia; Kate Daher and Joanne 
Kuniansky, members of Oil, Chem­
ical and Atomic Workers Local8-74 
in Piusburgh; Devin 0/dendick, 
member of Amalgamated Clothing 
and Textile Workers Union Local 
II I 3T in Haw River, North Caro­
lina; and Robert Higley. member of 
the National Union of Rail, Mari­
time and Transport Workers union 
in Britain. 

- LETTERS-------------------------------------
Conditions of farmers 

I'd like to respond to Doug Jen­
ness's introduction to the new Path­
fmder pamphlet on farmers. 

The article lumps farmers in the 
U.S. with other peasant and mecha­
nized farmers around the world. 
However, farmers in various parts 
of the world face wildly different 
market, environmental, and social 
conditions. One example would be 
India, where farmers depend on the 
presence of poisonous snakes in 
their fields. If the snakes are killed 
by pesticides, rats will proliferate. 

The article points out that produce 
and farm commodities travel fantas­
tic distances from producer to con­
sumer. That's only true for richer 
industrialized countries. Consumers 
in poorer countries eat a much 
greater proportion of locally grown 
food. 

The article repeats the myth that 
farmers (I assume he means North 
American farmers) require high cost 
inputs like machinery, seed, fertil ­
izer (he doesn't mention fuel). 

This myth of "necessary inputs" 
is easily refuted by looking at Amish 
farmers. They don't have high cost 
inputs for anything. They use fertile 
seeds instead of hybrids, like any 
other peasant farmers in the world. 
Their wealth is in their draft horses 
and in their soil. They don't deal 
with banks. They don't get or apply 
for govemrnent subsidies. and they 
generally sell to the commercial, 
rather than the organic markets. 

These are people who aren't losing 
the farms, but are buying farms for 
their children. They are healthy (no 
exposure to farm chemicals), and 
have a higher standard of living than 
much of the working class. 

North American farmers who are 
losing their farms are often the farm­
ers who destroy nature, rather than 
reaping the wealth of nature, which 
has been the traditional role of 
human societies until recent times. 

We call for an alliance of workers 
and exploited farmers. Demands for 
halting environmental destruction 
are also necessarily part of our pro­
gram for human and planetary sur­
vival. Can we stand behind our en­
vironmental demands when workers 
and farmers see their livelihoods 
threatened? 
Dan Priest 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Israeli warmongering 
Workers ofthe world should unite 

to expose the warmongering gov­
ernment of Israel, which is attacking 
people and villages in Southern Leb­
anon. 

The government of Yitzhak Sha­
mir and Ariel Sharon of Israel is 
terrorizing the people of Lebanon 
and Palestinians who are living in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 

It 's time that the Israeli govern­
ment removed its troops from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Is­
raeli and U.S. governments should 
let Palestinians establish their home-

land there. That way peace would 
prevail between Palestinians and the 
people of Israel. 

The U.S. and the United Nations 
should remove the economic block­
ade against the people of Iraq and 
the U.S. should remove the bloc.kade 
against the people of Cuba. Also 
U.S., Canadian, and European cap­
italist governments should remove 
economic sanctions against the peo­
ple of Yugoslavia. 
Louis Vukman 
San Gabriel, California 

\\Orld without borders 
Recently I had the opportunity of 

going to Atlantic City to see a con­
cert perfonned by a Salsa group 
called Orquesta De La Luz. l had 
heard them on the radio and knew 
they were talented. What made this 
group even more exceptional was 
the fact that every member of the 
group was born and raised in Japan. 

Today Orquesta De La Luz is a 
major hit. Most people in the audi­
ence at Resorts International trav­
eled over an hour from Phi I adelphia, 
Camden, and Trenton, and paid be­
tween $35 and $60 to see De La Luz. 
The words to one of the songs that 
the band perfonned was "Salsa no 
tiene fronteras" (Salsa doesn't have 
borders). The existence of this group 
is proof positive of this statement. 

The latest recording of Orquesta 
De La Luz is Sin Front eras (Without 
Borders). The title is written in Span­
ish and Japanese on the tape jacket. 

This title is similar to the statement 
on the bottom of the Pathfinder Mural 
in New York. which reads "Por un 
Mundo Sin Fronreras" (For a World 
without Borders). This title is espe­
cially appropriate if you were able to 
witness what I witnessed at the con­
cert. That was the mutual affection 
expressed between the band mem­
bers of Japan, and the audience who 
is living in this countJy. 

I happen to work. at the Budd Co. 
plant in Philadelphia which manu­
factures auto parts. Some of the 
workers in the plant support the 
campaign the UAW is promoting 

around "Buy American." I wish my 
coworkers could have seen Or­
questa De La Luz perform and wit­
nessed the warm response they re­
ceived in Atlantic City. 
Steve Halpern 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 

The letters column is an open 
forum for aU viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if you 
prefer that your initials be used 
rather than your fuU name. 
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London will not talk with Sinn Fein 
unless group 'renounces violence' 
Communist League campaign calls for unconditional negotiations on N. Ireland 
BY ESTELLE DeBATES 

The British government should negotiate 
with Sinn Fein without preconditions. This 
was the central point in a statement issued 
by Brian Grogan, Communist League parlia­
mentary candidate for Southwark and 
Bermondsey. Grogan issued the statement 
following the Irish Republican Army's (IRA) 
February 28 London Bridge bombing that 
injured 28 people. Grogan said he "intends 
to make a call for unconditional negotiations 
a feature of his election campaign." 

.ea. 

Sinn Fein supports the IRA, which bas 
been on a stepped-up bombing campaign in 
Northern Ireland and Britain. In 1991, 97 
people were killed as a result of bombings 
attributed to the IRA in Britain, the greatest 
number of such deaths since 1982. The IRA 
says its present campaign is aimed at forcing 
the question of Ireland "onto the British 
political agenda" in the general election. 

The latest round of talks involving Lon­
don, the Dublin government, and four polit­
ical parties from Northern Ireland ended with 

IRA bombing in Northern Ireland. London's refusal to negotiate with Sinn Fein is a 
'total smokescreen,' said Communist League candidate. 

40,000 in Spain protest racism 
BY MIKE EAUDE 

BARCELONA, Spain - Forty thousand 
people demonstrated here February 23 in the 
biggest antiracist demonstration yet seen in 
Spain. Called under the umbrella of "SOS­
Racisme," the march was supported by the 
main trade union federations and several 
African immigrant organizations. 

Since 1986, the Alien Registration Law 
has meant that a large percentage of the 
estimated half million foreign workers in 

February 23 demonstration in Barcelona 
demonstrated new confidence and mili­
tancy of Arab workers. 
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Spain have been forced to remain in the 
country illegally. The conditions for gaining 
legal status are often impossible to meet. For 
example, legalization under a June-to-De­
cember 1991 "amnesty" required street trad­
ers to put forward a proposal for "their own 
business," the terms of which were beyond 
the financial means of most. 

The interior minister stated that those who 
had not become legal under the amnesty were 
"delinquents," thereby giving the go-ahead 
for harassment and deportation. The Socialist 
Party government is falling in line with other 
European Community (EC) states in opening 
up Europe's internal borders while trying to 
close its frontiers with non-EC countries. 
There is nothing so emblematic of this pro­
cess as the enormous ditch and barbed wire 
fence that has been constructed around the 
Spanish colonial enclave of Melilla, in Mo­
rocco, to keep Africans out. 

The Catalan Federation of Immigrants' 
Organizations pointed out, "When foreign 
immigrants and gypsies are put forward as 
the main source of crime and drug trafficking, 
this is a direct and indirect encouragement 
to racists to attack foreigners physically and 
morally." 

African workers have been organizing. 
Three hundred people, mainly Moroccans, 
occupied a church in the Sagrera District of 
Barcelona for five days in mid-February to 
protest against the slow processing of resi­
dency permits. They won the support of the 
priest and the working-class area's residents. 
The government was forced to speed up its 
process. 

At the February 23 demonstration the new 
militancy and confidence of Arab workers in 
particular was clear. Slogans such as "We are 
Arabs, not Moors," "Repeal the Alien Reg­
istration Law," and "No to the Europe of the 
rich; no to racism," were shouted. 

agreement to resume after the British general 
election April9. Sinn Fein, a republican party 
opposed to British rule in Northern Ireland, 
has been excluded from the talks, on the 
grounds it will not "renounce violence" as a 
precondition to participation. 

Grogan called London's refusal to talk 
with Sinn Fein a "total smokescreen," given 
Britain's record in Northern Ireland. 

"London has not demanded that the Ulster 
Unionists or Ian Paisley's Democratic 
Unionists renounce violence," said the can­
didate. 'This double standard is not surpris­
ing given the govemrnent's involvement in 
running agents like Brian Nelson in the Loy­
alist pararnilitaries." 

British Military Intelligence agent Brian 
Nelson revealed in his recent trial that, while 
in the pay of the British Army, and with their 
full knowledge, he headed intelligence for the 
Ulster Defence Association, a right-wing loy­
alist terror group. Nelson was convicted of 
five charges of conspiracy to commit murder. 

Grogan, a member of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, also said that the IRA 
bombing campaign "is an obstacle to advanc­
ing the struggle of working people in Ireland 
to end Britain's domination. It gives room to 
the government to target opponents of British 
rule, and treats working people in Britain as 
part of the problem, not natural allies." His 

statement pointed out that the bombing cam­
paign, far from putting Irish independence 
on the agenda, aids those who want to inten­
sify the moves towards greater repressive 
measures. 

Britain recently increased its troops in 
Northern Ireland to more than 18,000. In 
addition, 441 are being added to the police 
force of 11,500 and 1,700 part-time reserv­
ists. In addition, government and security 
officials have stated they are considering 
reinstating the practice of internment -
holding people for extended periods of time 
without charging them with a crime. 

'The ability of Irish people to secure a 
political solution to the crisis," said Grogan, 
"would be strengthened by negotiations." He 
demanded the removal of British troops from 
Northern Ireland as a decisive move towards 
the Irish people determining their own fu­
ture. He said negotiating a political solution 
would also "mean greater possibilities of 
combatting the source of Ireland's problems: 
at the center of which should be cancelling 
the debt which distorts Ireland's economy, 
forcing the burden onto workers through 
high taxes and unemployment." The Com­
munist candidate called for "positive action" 
for Catholics who, for decades, have been 
discriminated against in jobs and housing in 
Northern Ireland .. 

German polit~cians sour on plans 
for European economic union 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

With the German economy in a reces­
sion, many politicians both in the govern­
ment and the opposition have turned sour 
toward the idea of an economic and mon­
etary union of countries belonging to the 
European Community (EC). Up until re­
cently, the German regime had taken the 
lead in pushing for EC unification. 

The opposition Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) in Germany recently added 
its voice to a rising tide of rejection of the 
Maastricht treaty on the 'proposed Euro­
pean union. 

BjOrn Engholm, a central SOP leader, 
and his deputy, Oskar Lafontaine, said 
major "improvements" in the treaty were 
needed before the opposition could lend 
the support necessary for its ratifi~tion 
in the upper house of parliament. "As they 
stand now, I will reject the treaties," 
Lafontaine said 

SPD leaders and other politicians are 
proposing amendments to give parliament 
the right to review Gennany's commit­
ment to the proposed union in 1996, be­
fore moving to · the final stage of the 
integration plan. 

Recent demands for a substantial in­
crease in contributions from Germany to 
the EC budget provoked open criticism 
from the German F'maoce Ministry. 

"After the financial battering by the 
eastern European states, we now face a 
battering from the western and southern 
European states," said SPD leader Wolf­
gang aements. Germariy has been stuck 
with millions of doUars in unpaid loans 
from countries in Eastern Europe and the 
fonner Soviet republics. 

Jtirgeo Rtittgers, the ruling Christian 
Democrats' chief whip, warned that recent 
projections of growth for the EC's budget 
were wrongheaded and the accompanying 
goal of achieving parity in EC living stan­
dards was a "dangerous illusion." 

The "commitment in the German con­
stitution to achieving similar living stan­
dards across the country," he said, ''is not 
transferable to the European level. It is an 
expression of the particular national to­
getherness of a state. To try to cany such 
demands over to Europe would create 
unrealizable expectations and provoke fi­
nancial collapse." 

Politicians say they are reacting to the 
possibility that Germany might be coo­
fronted with demands to foot the bill for 
improved living standards in poorer cap­
italist countries in EurQpe like Portugal 
and Greece. 

This comes at a time of an economic 
slump in Germany amidst a worldwide 
capitalist depression. The gross national 
product in the western part of the country 
feU 0.5 percent in the second and third 
qUarters of 1991. Taking into account the 
sluggish economy of eastern Germany, 
acquired since reunification, the overall 
drop is higher. Orders in manufacturing 
have declined since July, industrial output 
hasfallensinceSeptember,andwtemploy­
ment is on the rise. Unemployment in 
eastern Germany has soared to 17 percent. 

· The same government ministers who 
only four months ago pointed to the "ir­
reversibility" of the European unity pro­
cess are now woricing on amendments to 
the proposals they helped to push "even 
if it means waiting a few more years," as 
one put it 

Recent opinion polls have recorded a 
marked cooling off in attitudes toward 
European union, reflecting the position of 
Germany's rulers. "Germans were notal­
lowed before to think in national terms. 
Suddenly we can say something is in the 
national interest," said Angelika Volle, 
from the Foreign Affairs Institute in Bonn. 

''We tried to replace nationalism with 
Europeanism and failed," she added. 
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