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U.S. tariffs on Europe 
raise trade war threat 

Trinity 
strikers win 
support as 
co1npany 
attacks grow 

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 
Since the U.S. government announced 

plans to impose stiff tariffs on white wines 
and other products starting December 5, sev­
eral governments from Europe have engaged 
in a fluny of activity to try to avert an all-out 
trade war between the United States and Eu­
ropean Community (EC) nations. 

These developments have also revealed 
deep divisions among the imperialist pow­
ers within Europe on how to respond to 

• See editorial page 14 

Washington 's trade sanctions. 
"Although the U.S. and the European 

Community are exchanging strong words, 
and headlines warn of a trans-Atlantic trade 
war," a November 10 Wall Street Journal 
article notes, "a bigger obstacle to a trade 
accord may be that the EC nations are quar­
reling among themselves." 

Washington 's November 5 announce­
ment that it will impose a 200 percent tax 
on $300 million worth of European exports 
to the United States was in response to the 
refusal of EC nations to agree to sharply 
reduce their production of oilseeds. 

EC officials have sought a compromise 
based on reducing the number of acres al­
lotted to oilseed production. Washington has 
termed this move insufficient, arguing that 
because of increased productivity yields per 
acre, this would not amount to much of a 
cut. 

Oilseeds - which include soybeans, 
sunflower seeds, and rapeseed - are used 
for cooking oils as well as in animal feeds 
and industrial lubricants. 

The United States is the world's largest 
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Workers in a vineyard in France. Washington is demanding Europe cut its oilseed 
production and has set a December 5 deadline for imposing a 200 percent tariff on the 
import of $300 million worth of European wine and other agricultural products. 

oilseed producer, accounting for 63 million 
tons out of a world production of 86 million 
tons in 1991. It is also the world's biggest 
exporter, selling more than 18 million tons 
last year. The EC is the world's biggest 
oilseed importer, although in recent years 
competition from EC nations themselves 
has led to a declining share of this market 
for the giant U.S. capitalist trading mono­
polies. 

The new dispute threatens to torpedo the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) talks, the current round of which 
started in Uruguay in 1986 and involves I 05 
countries. 

In response to Washington 's announced 
trade sanctions. the French government de­
manded the EC prepare a list of retaliatory 
tariff measures to be levied against the 
United States. EC foreign ministers, how­
ever, led by Douglas Hurd of Britain, re­
jected this proposal and instead narrowly 
voted, by a 7-5 majority, to resume negoti­
ations with the United States. 

The French demand for reprisals was 
backed by Spain, Greece, Portugal, and Bel­
gium. Germany joined with Britain in ar­
guing that such a move would undermine 
chances for an EC agreement with the 
United States. 

BY DENISE MciNERNEY 
AND BETSY FARLEY 

BESSEMER, Alabama - "The police 
are acting like they own Bessemer, the way 
they are harassing these people who are just 
trying to defend their union. 1 saw them 
arrest two boys out here yesterday, one 
Black and one white, and they hadn't done 
anything!" 

That's how one Bessemer resident who 
lives across the street from the Trinity In­
dustries plant here described the scene from 
her front porch every day. ' 'I'm with the 
union all the way," she continued, "But the 
police are acting like they can do whatever 
they want, pushing people around and treat­
ing them like children." 

For two months now, members of United 
Steelworkers of America (USWA) Local 
9226 have been on strike against Trinity 
Industries, the nation 's largest producer of 
rail cars. The issues are medical insurance 
costs of $56 per week, wages, and pensions. 
The union added another demand recently 
- amnesty for union members the com­
pany has fired for "strike violations" during 
the walkout. "We will not go back until they 
let everybody go back, that's the way every­
body feels." said Sandra Aorence, the lo­
cal's financial secretary. 

Police arrest strikers 
Eight strikers have been arrested by Bes­

semer and Birmingham police on charges 
ranging from "malicious littering," to dis­
charging firearms and assault. These frame­
up charges are an attempt to paint the strik­
ers as violent. The union is d iscussing plans 
to mount a defense for the arrested strikers. 

Join fight to complete fund appeal 
and 'Militant' subscription drive! 

"While Britain and France have faced 
off," the Wall Street Journal commented, 
"Germany, without whose support no EC 
initiative seems possible, is paying lip ser­
vice to the British free-trade goals at the 
same time it hides behind France's protec­
tionist stance." 

In addition, Trinity has been employing 
private "investigators" from C.P. Fredericks, 
supposedly to assist in collection of evi­
dence of strike-related violence on the 
picket line. These hired thugs have been 
riding around in cars brandishing shotguns, 
and threatening strikers. In one instance they 
ordered three strikers to lie down on the 
ground while holding guns to their heads. 

Between now and the f irst week in 
December, supporters of the Militant 
around the world will be f ighting on two 
fronts to put this paper in a better position 
to meet the political challenges ahead. 

At a meeting in New York held No­
vember 7-10, leaders of the socialist 
movement from across the United States 
and five other countries made a series of 
decisions to mobilize every possible sup­
porter to make and surpass the goals of 

A LETTER FROM THE 
EDITOR TO OUR 
READERS 

the George Novack Reconstruction Fund 
and the International Campaign to Win 
New Readers to the Militant, Perspectiva 
Mundial, and the New International, in 
full and on time. Both campaigns are 
significantly behind schedule. 

Leaders of the Socialist Workers Party 
trade union work have decided to post­
pone a series of scheduled meetings to 
focus all their energies on completing 
successfuly the two campaigns. 

December I marks the conclusion of 
the George Novack Fund appeal. Sup-

porters of Pathfinder Press and the Mil­
itant have pledged most, but not yet all, 
of the funds needed to complete the latest 
stage of the reconstruction of the 
printshop where the Militant, Pathfinder 
books, and other weapons for working­
class fi ghters are produced. 

These funds are urgently needed to 
tum a beautiful new factory space into 
an integral part of the Pathfinder 
printshop operation. Heating and air­
conditioning units, vital for comfortable 
working conditions and for quality print­
ing, have to be paid for and installed. 
Remaining plumbing, electrical, and ma­
chine installation work has to be done. 
Without every penny of the $150,000 
target of the George Novack Fund, and 
more, this job cannot be completed. Pub­
lic meetings (see advertisement at right) 
are being held November 2 1 in San Fran­
cisco, Miami, Houston, and Atlanta to 
help raise the needed funds. 

At the same time, supporters are mak­
ing an all-out. effort to expand the long­
term readership of the socialist press, by 
reaching the targets for the current drive 
for new subscribers to the Militant and 
Perspectiva Mundiaf. and for single copy 
sales of the magazine New International. 

Continued on Page 14 

The capitalist rulers of Germany find 
themselves in a contradictory position. They 
deeply fear the effects of an emerging trade 
war with Washington. Germany's trade rep­
resents a third of its gross national product. 

Germany also remains Europe's leading 

Continued on Page 12 

On November 9, the company requested 
that Jefferson County judge Roger Hol­
comb further restrict the union's ability to 

Continued on Page 5 

_ ~~ Francisco Sat., Nov. 21 
HOW THE 1992 ELECTIONS HID THE REAL 

PO'LITICAL ISSUES AND PREPARED 
DEEPENING AGGRESSION BY WASHINGTON 

Hear Jack Barnes, National SecJetary of the Socialist Wol't(ers Party 

Program 6:30 p.m., dinner 4:30 p.m. 
Local 34 International Longshore and Warehouse Union hall, 4 Berry St. 
Donation: program $5, dinner $6. Tel: (415) 282-6255. 

Houston 
Speaker: Norton 
Sandler, business 
and promotions 
director, Pathfinder 
Press. 
Sat., Nov. 21, 
7:30p.m. 
4806 Almeda. 
Tel: (713) 522-8054. 

On the same topic: 

Miami 
Speaker: Steve 
Clark, editorial 
director, Pathfinder 
Press. 

Sat., Nov 21, 
7:30p.m. 
137 NE 54th St. 
Tel: (305) 756-1 020. 

Atlanta 
Speaker: George 
Fyson, managing 
editor, the Militant. 

Sun., Nov. 22, 
5:00p.m. 
172 Trinity Ave. SW 
Tel: (404) 577-4065. 

Protests in Detroit condemn brutal cop killing - Page 13 
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Mexico deports 65,000 

During the first 10 months of this year 
65,000 undocumented workers, mostly 
from Central America, have been deported 
from Mexico to their countries of origin. 
Last year the Mexican immigration agency 
deported 72,000 undocumented workers, of 
an estimated 400,000 foreign workers who 
entered the country through its southern 
border. 

Caterpillar otTers unpaid leaves 
Claiming financial hardship, Caterpillar 

Inc. is offering some of the United Auto 
Workers (UAW) union members who struck 
the heavy equipment producer last winter up 
to a year off without pay. 

A small percentage of the 2,800 workers 
at Caterpillar's factory complex in East Pe­
oria, IUinois, are eligible for the leave. 

Union workers cannot afford a year with­
out pay after the five-and-a-half month 
strike and lockout at Caterpillar plants that 
ended in April, said Jerry Baker, bargaining 
chairman for UAW Local 974. 

North Korea invites investment 

statement, "faced a drastic 
and unjustified down-scal­
ing" because of imports. The 
amount of beef imported 
into the country jumped 513 
percent between January 
1989 and July 1992, the 
statement said. 

At the same time the Mex­
ican government reiterated 
its support for "free trade" 
with the United States. 

U.S. cattlemen and two 
legislators from beef-pro­
ducing states warned that the 
tariffs could undermine U.S. 
congressional support for 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement recently 
signed by the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico. 

Wilfredo Santiago 
exonerated 

The parliament of the Democratic Peo­
ple's Republic of Korea (DPRK) unveiled 
a new law that will allow foreign investors 
to set up their companies in special eco­
nomic zones with a corporate tax rate of 
14 percent. The Jaw permits foreign con­
cerns to remit part of their profits abroad 
and guarantees property rights and com­
pensation in case of "unavoidable" nation­
alization. 

Keith Meinhold returns to naval base in California 
after successfully suing for reinstatement in Navy. 
Meinhold was discharged from Moffett Field Naval 
Air Station after publicly announcing he was a ho­
mosexual. 

Common pleas court 
judge William Mazzola has 
ruled that all charges be 
dropped against Wilfredo 
Santiago in the murder of 
Philadelphia police officer 
Thomas Trench. Sa~~;ago 

served six years in ~Jrison af­
ter being framed up and con­
victed for Trench's murder. 

Under the new Jaw, foreign-owned com­
panies can also lease land for up to 50 years 
in economic zones established last Decem­
ber. These firms will be exempt from tariffs 
on imported goods, except those designated 
by the DPRK. Companies involved in high­
technology industries, resource develop­
ment, and infrastructure construction will be 
given tax concessions. 

Colombia declares emergency 
President cesar Gaviria declared a 90-

day national state of emergency in Colom­
bia November 8. Severe restrictions have 
been placed on freedom of the press and 

other democratic rights. The military has 
been given the power to function as the 
country's police force. 

Gaviria said his government is taking 
these measures to use a "heavy hand" 
against guerrilla forces and drug traffickers 
that operate in Colombia. The state of emer­
gency was announced the day after 26 police 
officers died in a confrontation with the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) guerrilla group at an oil field near 
the border with Ecuador. 

Mexico sets beef tariffs 
The Mexican government has announced 

new tariffs on beef and cattle. The Mexican 
livestock industry, said a Mexican Embassy 
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Santiago, who is Puerto 
Rican, was released in 

March. The prosecution and the police were 
shown to have altered evidence presented 
against Santiago at his trial. 

Numerous protests have occurred in Phil­
adelphia's Puerto Rican community against 
Santiago's frame-up. Many press articles 
have also pointed to the flimsiness of the 
evidence presented by the prosecution. 

During the six years Santiago spent in 
prison, the prosecution withheld evidence 
that would have exonerated him of the po­
lice officer's murder. 

Rights abuses continue in Thrkey 
The human rights organization Amnesty 

International reports that political killings 
and torture continue unabated in Turkey. 

At least 100 unarmed civilians in south­
east Turkey - a predominantly Kurdish re­
gion - have been killed this year by secu­
rity forces shooting peaceful demonstrators 
or randomly firing on residential areas. In 
the past 12 months more than 100 Kurdish 
men - journalists. local politicians. and 
others - have been fatally shot in "myste­
rious murders." Many had previously been 
threatened, detained, or tortured by the po­
lice. There is growing evidence that security 
forces colluded in such killings and may 
instigate them, the human rights organiza­
tion said. 

The government of Turkey has been wag­
ing brutal battles against Kurdish fighters 
near the southeast border with Iraq. 

Court okays AIDS benefit cuts 
The U.S. Supreme Court declined tore­

view a New Orleans federal appeals court 
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ruling that said self-insured companies are 
not barred by the federal employee-benefit 
law from reducing health insurance cover­
age for workers with AIDS. More than half 
of all workers in the United States are em­
ployed by self-insured companies, which 
use their own assets to pay workers' claims. 
Most big companies are self-insured. 

The New Orleans appellate court upheld 
a trial judge's ruling that an employer may 
slash coverage for AIDS-related treatment 
as long as the company is motivated by a 
desire to save money, rather than animosity 
toward AIDS sufferers. 

Russia crushed under debt 

The Russian government said it could 
only make about 10 percent of its $50 bil­
lion foreign debt payments due through 
next year. This amount reflects its share of 
the former Soviet Union's $70 billion for­
eign debt 

The administration of President Boris 
Yeltsin is seeking a two-month delay in this 
year's debt payment of $20 billion to its 
foreign creditors. It says it can pay only 
$2-$2.5 billion, and next year will be able 
to pay $3 billion of the $30 billion owed. 

At the same time Russia's currency, the 
ruble, fell to a new low of 393 to the dollar, 
while a government report said industrial 
production in September was down almost 
30 percent from a year earlier. 

Norway's banks in crisis 

The Norwegian government is taking far­
reaching steps to bail out the country's three 
biggest banks. Dennorske Bank, Christiania 
Bank and Fokus Bank are negotiating with 
the state-backed bank insurance fund to 
obtain further capital support. 

Tormod Hermansen. the head of the 
fund, called on the banks to cut costs by 
15 percent. The bank employees' associ­
ation called a one-hour strike November 
13 to protest the further layoffs. The as­
sociation says a 15 percent cut in costs 
would mean the Joss of 2,000 jobs. The 
Norwegian banking industry has already 
laid off more than 8,000 workers in the 
last five years. 

Israel's biggest frrm in trouble 

Israel Aircraft Industries, the country's 
biggest company, has announced it is seek­
ing $180 million in emergency financial aid 
from the government to stay afloat follow­
ing a collapse in sales over the past six 
months. 

The company plans to cut its 17,000-
strong work force by 1,500 and wants to cut 
wages by I 0 percent. 

This follows demands from Israel Miljtary 
Industries, another state-owned arms-maker, 
which manufactures the Uzi machine gun, 
for a $350 million rescue package. The com­
pany plans to cut its work force by 40 percent 
to4,500. -SELVANEBBIA 

Steve Halpern and Joe Kleidon from Phil­
adelphia contributed to this column. 
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Cambodia peace plan begins to fall apart 
BY NAOMI CRA INE 

The United Nations "peace plan" in Cam­
bodia is rapidly crumbling. Khmer Rouge 
forces have refused to begin to disarm by a 
November 15 deadline. as they had agreed 
one year ago. 

The Cambodian government called on 
the United Nations to give up the disar-

mated 1 million were slaughtered. Cambo­
dia has a population of 8.5 million. After the 
overthrow of Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge 
regime by Vietnamese troops in 1979, the 
Khmer Rouge carried out a bloody guerrilla 
war against the Cambodian government, 
with diplomatic support from Washington. 

The other two signers of the agreement are 
the right-wing Khmer 
People's National Liber­
ation Front headed by 
Son Sann, and the back­
ers of Prince Sihanouk, 
the former monarch of 
Cambodia. 

Yasusbi Akashi, head of UN body now ruling Cambodia. 
Khmer Rouge forces refuse to disarm as UN demands. 

Beyond simply refus­
ing to disarm, the Khmer 
Rouge have repeatedly 
violated the cease-fire 
agreement over the last 
seven months, including 
by firing on UN helicop­
ters and sabotaging brid­
ges. The Khmer Rouge 
forces have doubled their 
territory in recent months 
and are now said to con­
trol about 15 percent of 
Cambodia. mostly in 
areas rich in gems and 
other resources near the 
northern border with 
Thailand. 

UN officials have re-

mament plan November 3 so that the gov­
ernment can respond to attacks by the 
Khmer Rouge. Government troops, and two 
right-wing guerrilla forces separate from the 
Khmer Rouge. have gone along with the 
plan to some degree. 

The agreement calls for all four parties 
involved to disarm 70 percent of their troops 
in preparation for elections next May. 

The UN Security Council plan was 
signed in October 199 1 by the Cambodian 
government and three opposition groups 
that had waged a 12-year war against it. The 
plan is intended to stabilize Cambodia by 
placing the country under UN control until 
the elections. 

More than 20,000 UN-organized soldiers. 
police, and other so-called peacekeepers are 
now administering the country under the UN 
Transitional Authority in Cambodia (Untac), 
alongside the Supreme National Council, a 
body made up of representatives of the gov­
ernment and the opposition groups. The UN 
troops run cantonments, where the demobi­
lized soldiers are supposed to stay encamped, 
though few actually do. 

Khmer Rouge continue fighting 

The Khmer Rouge is the strongest of the 
three guerri lla forces. They carried out a 
reign of terror against the people of Cambo­
dia from 1975 to 1979. in which an esti-

sponded to the~e actions 
by announcing their intention to exclude the 
Khmer Rouge from the elections, which no 
one thought they had a chance to win in the 
first place. Untac has also threatened to 
impose "economic sanctions" by closing the 
Thai border to the millions of dollars of 
trade in gems and timber from which the 
Khmer Rouge profits. 

Thailand's foreign minister said October 
26 that his government would go along with 
any UN sanctions, but also claimed they 
would be very difficult to enforce. Thai 
troops patroling the border area earn "pro­
tection money" from businessmen who deal 
with the Khmer Rouge. 

A growing fiasco 

The situation in Cambodia is a growing fi­
asco for the imperialist powers represented 
by Untac. In an attempt to cut down on nega­
tive publicity, UN employees were ordered 
not to "comment on the political situation 
surrounding the mission [and) not give opin­
ions on the progress of the peace plan." 

The November 5 issue of the Far Eastern 
Economic Review explained that "Untac's 
attempt to crack down on negative assess­
ments of the US$2.8 billion peace plan and 
limit the damage to its image comes at a 
time when senior UN officials increasingly 
worry that they are slowly losing their grip 
on the year-old operation." 

Media demands access to Haiti 
refugees detained at U.S. base 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

A lawsuit filed in federal district court in 
New York November 9 is demanding the 
right of the news media to have access to 
290 Haitians still detained at the U.S. naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

The Immigration and Naturalization Ser­
vice (INS) had cleared all these refugees for 
entry into the United States to pursue their 
political asylum applications, but they are 
being held back on grounds that they or a 
close fami ly member tested positive for 
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. Some have 
already been detained in these prison-like 
conditions for almost a year. 

The suit , filed by several journalists and 
news publications, including the Nation and 
QW magazine. charges four top government 
officials - the attorney general, INS com­
missioner, secretary of defense, and com­
mander of the U.S. base in Guantanamo ­
with violating the plaintiffs' First Amend­
ment rights. 

No journalists or independent observers 
have been allowed to visit the Haitian refu­
gees on the base since May 24, the day 
President George Bush issued an executive 
order instructing the U.S. Coast Guard to 
seize on the high seas and forcibly repatriate 

aU Haitians fleeing their country. Lawyers 
have also been barred from the refugee 
camp. 

Living conditions for the Haitians still at 
Guantanamo are horrendous. "People live 
in wooden barracks, 15-20 each, in stifling 
heat with poor sanitary conditions and inad­
equate food," stated Dan Coughlin, a plain­
tiff in the suit and editor at the New York 
bureau of Inter Press Service Third World 
News Agency. Already one young child died 
of pneumonia caused by flooding in the 
barracks. 

Military represses protests 
In July and August the Haitians organized 

several protest actions, which were met with 
harsh repression. "Following a peaceful 
march on July 17," wri tes Coughlin in the 
New York Village Voice, "some 2,000 sol­
diers surrounded the camp, handcuffed the 
protesters, and beat them with aluminum 
batons." Tanks, dogs, and military jet air­
craft to "buzz" the Haitians have reportedly 
a lso been used. 

Another protest at the end of August de­
manding the release of the Haitians who had 
been placed in special isolation camps as 
punishment for the July action resulted in 

continued on Page 11 

"The general feeling is to get elections 
over with as soon as possible and get out 
before more damage is done to the image of 
the UN," one senior Untac official was 
quoted as saying. If that happens, the war is 
likely to start up again. 

The prospect of renewed fighting in Cam­
bodia is a major topic of debate in Japan. 
Tokyo has promised to send 1,800 troops to 
take part in the UN operation, allegedly in 
a noncombat role. A 600-man engineering 
battalion is already there, and the head of 
Untac, Yasushi Akashi, is a former Japanese 
diplomat. This is the first time since World 

War II that Japanese troops have been sent 
outside of Japan. 

Last June, after a two-year fight, the Jap­
anese parliament voted to allow forces to 
be sent abroad as part of UN "peacekeep­
ing" missions. Almost immediately after the 
parliamentary vote, the government an­
nounced its intent to participate in Untac. 

Cambodia is shaping up to be a major test 
of whether Tokyo can take on a greater mili­
tary role in today's world of increasing ten­
sions and conflicts between capitalist pow­
ers. The law currently calls for a Japanese 
withdrawal if the cease-fire breaks down. 

Rally supports appeal of jailed 
Native activist Leonard Peltier 
BY JOE CALLAHA!'! 

ST. PAUL, Mi;mesota- Hundreds of 
supporters of Native American rigio!S fighter 
and political prisoner Leonard Peltier rallied 
here to demand his freedom. They also ex­
pressed support for his legal appeal for a 
new trial, which was heard here November 
9 before before the 8th Circuit U.S. Court 
of Appeals. 

Peltier, a leader of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) and a former auto me­
chanic, was framed on murder charges after 
two FBI agents, Jack Coler and Ronald 
Williams, and one AIM member, Joe Stuntz, 
were killed in a gun battle in Oglala, South 
Dakota, on June 26,1975. 

At Peltier 's 1977 trial, the government 
surrounded the jury with antiriot SWAT 
teams and transported them in a bus with 
blacked-out windows, supposedly to protect 
them from attack by Indians. This tactic 
proved successful, and the government got 
a conviction despite lack of evidence. 

At the trial, the government withheld lab­
oratory evidence that showed that the bullets 
did not come from Peltier 's gun. 

Peltier supporters came here from across 
the United States, from as far away as Cal­
ifornia and Washington state. Some traveled 
from other countries, including Canada, 
Germany, and Peru. Peltier's case has been 
presented before the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission every year since 1977. 

AIM organized a rally November 8 at the 
American Indian Center in Minneapolis, as 
well as a rally in front of the courthouse 
before, during, and after the hearing. Several 
hundred supporters attended both actions. 

Speakers at the November 8 rally ex­
. pressed confidence that Peltier would soon 

win his freedom. 
AIM leader Vernon Bellecourt pointed to 

the publicity Peltier's case has received on 
TV programs like "60 Minutes" and "West 
57th Street." 

In a message read at the first rally Peltier 
said, " In 17 years a lot of things go by you. 
You miss your children growing up." Peltier 
cited 1992 as a year of increased interest and 
genuine sympathy for the Native American 
struggle, and urged his supporters to stay 
united regardless of political differences. 

A representative of the Prairie Island 
Mdewakanton Sioux community spoke 
about their fight to stop Northern States 
Power company from building a high-level 
radioactive waste dump on the site of their 
nuclear power plant, which is on the Mis­
sissippi River at Prairie Island, Minnesota. 

Leonard Peltier 

He said it would mean trucks with waste 
driving through Indian land. Their legal 
challenge was on the appeals court docket 
the same day as Peltier 's hearing. 

A message was read from Mark Curtis, 
an Iowa meat-packer, known for his defense 
of immigrant coworkers, who was framed 
up by the police on charges of rape and 
burglary. Curtis said in part, " In every prison 
I've been to in Iowa I've met inmates­
Native Americans and others - who know 
about Leonard Peltier. Some prisoners carry 
articles about him among their letters from 
home, some get newsletters from his de­
fense committee, one guy even had a photo 
of his brother posing with Leonard at Leav­
enworth [prison]. 

"When Leonard is released, he will walk 
through those gates like Nelson Mandela, 
tall and unbroken, an inspiration to millions 
around the world to take up the struggle for 
freedom. The time to open the gates is now! " 

Curtis sends 
message to 
demonstration 
backing Peltier 

The foiJoWiDa mE rae was sent by 
Mark Curds to tbe November 9 rally 
ln St. Paul ln support · of Leoaard 
Peltier, wbo is lmprisorped ln Leavea­
wortb, Kansas. Curtis is a unionist 
and political activist framed up on 
rape and burglary charges, currently 
Incarcerated ·in Ft. Madison, Iowa. 

I congratulate Leonard's supporters 
today for their tenacity and I send my 
solidarity from the Iowa State Peniten­
tiary to Leavenworth. 

In every prison l've been to in Iowa 
I've met inmates- Native Americans 
and others- who know about Leonard 
Peltier. Some prisoners carry articles 
about him among their letters from 
home, some get newsletters from his 
defense committee. One guy even bad 
a photo of his brother posing with 
Leonard at Leavenworth. A friend of 
mine was once denied a photograph 
from outside because it was a group of 
their friends posing with their "Free 
Leonard Peltier'' T-shirts. 

As J am a victim of a police frame­
up, on rape and burglary charges, Leon­
ard Peltier is an inspiration io me to 
continue to do what I W3$ doing at the 
time of my arrest -to defend immi­
grant workers and unite the working 
class. 

When they locked Leonard up, they 
thought they would break him and that 
he would be forgotten. 1bey mistakenly 
believed that if they charged him with 
a crime like murder, the real aggression 
by the FBI at Wounded Knee [in 1973] 
would be overlooked. But that didn't 
happen. 

Instead, when Leonard is released, 
he will walk through those gates like 
Nelson Mandela, tal l and unbroken, an 
inspiration to millions around the world 
to take up the struggle for freedom. 

The time to open the gates is now! 
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250 celebrate new Pathfinder printshop 
BY PAUL MAILHOT 

NEW YORK - More than 250 people 
attended a victory celebration here Novem­
ber 8, to help inaugurate the newly recon­
structed section of Pathfinder's printshop. 

The shop is pan of the six-story Path­
finder Building that houses the national of­
fices of the Socialist Workers Pany; the 
editorial depanments of the Militant and 
Perspectiva Mundial; and Pathfi nder Press, 
which publishes books by revolutionary and 
working-class leaders. 

' 'This represents a victory for revolution­
ists and communists the world over," said 
Frank Forrestal, a member of the Socialist 
Workers Pany Political Committee and di­
rector of the printshop. "Completing this 
portion of the factory helps insure that the 
printshop will continue to produce new lit­
erature that can be used by working-class 
fighters worldwide. 

"With this plant, we can now begin to 
work safer and more productively. We now 
have better working conditions to produce 
more political weapons, in a timely way, and 
with higher quality." 

In the 10 days before the celebration, the 
printshop produced 21,755 books and pam­
phlets, including To Speak the Truth, a col­
lection of speeches by Fidel Castro and Che 
Guevara at the United Nations; the pam­
phlet Che Guevara and the Fight for Social­
ism Today, by Mary-Alice Waters, printed 
in English, Spanish, and French; as well as 
By Any Means Necessary and February 
1965- The Final Speeches, both by Mal­
colm X. 

Reconstruction ending for now 
The reconstructed portion of the factory 

had previously been used as a warehouse 
for book and paper storage. Now that it has 
been renovated, it adds 4,000 square feet of 
modem production space to the printing 
plant. 

Substantial work remains to be done on 
the existing, adjacent portion of the shop to 
rebuild it and upgrade the machinery used 
to produce the Militant each week, Path­
finder books and pamphlets, and a broad 
range of other printing jobs. However, funds 
to continue reconstruction have run out for 
now and the project is being wrapped up. 

The remaining work on the new printshop 

Militant/Joo Peterson 
Audience applauds as brand new 5-ton lift table is unveiled. 

area is scheduled to be finished by mid-De­
cember. 

Even if the money were available today 
organizers of the reconstruction project 
would not immediately begin extensive 
work on the older section of the printshop. 
Discovering exactly what the next steps 
should be in renovating the entire factory 
will depend on experience in getting the 
newly expanded factory up and running, 
beginning with bringing back equipment 
that had to be temporarily placed in storage 
last summer to make the construction work 
possible. What's more, the shop simply can­
not afford financially to continue working 
under the cramped and abnormal conditions 
that would be necessary to begin rebuilding 
other areas of the plant right away. 

The project to renovate the Pathfinder 
Building began in April 1991 . The first 
phase of the effort, completed this spring. 

focused on reconstructing the editorial, 
business, and other offices on the sixth, 
fifth, and fourth floors of the building. 

"We opened everything up," Ove Aspoy 
explained to the audience at the November 
8 celebration. "We built modem offices with 
windows all around. New wiring and 
plumbing was installed. And an entire new 
phone system was brought in." Aspoy, one 
of the directors of the project, is an industrial 
worker who taught himself architectural 
skills in order to help plan the renovation. 

"We built the top floors of the building 
so that there is hardly a space where you 
can't look out on the world," Aspoy said. 
"And the reconstruction crew made a com­
mitment that we would build a printshop as 
open and beautiful as the upper floors. We 
have lived up to that pledge." 

The most recent work of the volunteer 
crew turned the dingy warehouse on the 

Charles Street side of the Pathfinder Build­
ing into a well-lit, climate-controlled factory 
space to do quality printing. 

Four skylights and a large new window 
on the back wall open up the 4,000-square­
foot area to natural light. In addition, high­
powered industrial lighting has been in­
stalled. One hundred cubic yards of concrete 
were poured to level the floor, which pre­
viously sloped 18 inches from the front of 
the building to the back. Modem plumbing 
and electrical services, which will allow 
great flexibility in the ways the shop can be 
set up, were brought in. Very soon new 
heating and air conditioning units will ar­
rive. 

A new five-ton lift table was installed to 
carry equipment and materials between the 
new plant and the existing portion of the 
factory where the presses operate. To pro­
vide for the lift table, a large pit was dug 
out, and concrete poured. 

The new facility will house the bindery, 
where the sheets that come off the presses 
are cut, stitched, glued, bound, and finished 
for shipment. 

An international effort 

Craig Gannon, the director of the recon­
struction project, explained to the meeting 
that a brigade of volunteers comprising 117 
men and women altogether have put in some 
I 00.000 work hours to complete the project 
to this stage. Volunteers have come from 8 
different countries and from 33 cities in the 
United States to lend a hand. Some brigade 
members were able to put in a stint when 
they got a little extended vacation time. 
Many others quit jobs and dedicated several 
months to the project. 

"We couldn't have built this beautiful new 
factory and accomplished what we did on the 
top floors of the building without getting the 
volunteer help from international brigade 
members," Gannon said. "The other essential 
element was the response we got from panic­
ular individuals who had special skills and 
were willing to spend some time working, 
leading brigades, and training others." 

Members of the brigade also spanned the 
generations. One high school student spent 
a summer working on the project. The oldest 
crew member was 64. 

''The brigade was a good place to join the 

Big push needed to reach fund goals 
The George Novack Recon­

struction Fund was launched in 
August at the International So­
cialist Conference at Oberlin, 
Ohio. Novack, who died July 30 at 
the age of 86, was a leader of the 
socialist movement in the United 
States for over half a century. 

The aim of the fund is to raise 
more than $150,000 by December 
1. The Novack Fund finances the 
reconstruction project currently 
taking place in New York's Path· 
finder Building. 

BY PAUL MAILHOT 
"We mapped out a plan to call ev­

eryone we thought would be inter­
ested in making a contribution to the 
Novack Fund. Once contacted, 
many people agreed that the books 
published by Pathfinder are very 
powerful tools for working people. 
We got quite a few extra pledges and 
many people who had already made 
pledges sent in big payments to get 
us on schedule." That's how Paul 
Montauk, who organizes the effort 

I pledge ... 

for the George Novack Reconstruc­
tion Fund in San Francisco, de­
scribed a three-week phone caJiing 
campaign that has put supporters in 
that city near the top of the chan. 

"Mostly we've just been having 
a lot of long discussions with peo­
ple. We called one supporter in Sac­
ramento and talked to him about the 
reconstruction project. He sent in 
$100," Montauk said. "At this point 
we have pledges to go over our 
goal." 

Supporters in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, have also made some special 
efforts to reach out and work with 
friends of the socialist movement in 
Denver. Five contributors in the 
Denver area have pledged $1,025. 

Completion of both the George 
Novack Reconstruction Fund drive 
and the fall subscription and circu­
lation campaign - in full and on 
time- is important for the next 
steps forward by the Militant and 
the Pathfinder printshop. Support­
ers around the world are pitching in 
to make the goals. 

0 $1000 0 $500 0 $250 0 $100 0 $other _ 
NAME ______________________________ __ 

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

CITY ___ ZIP _____ COUNTRY _______ _ 

PHONE _______________ _ 
Send to the George Novack Reconstruction Fund, 

406 West Street, New York, NY 1 0014 

4 The Militant November 27, 1992 

Special meetings are being or­
ganized around the country - ad­
dressed by national leaders of the 
work of the Socialist Workers 
Party, Pathfinder Press, and the 
Militant- to discuss the real 
meaning of the 1992 elections and 
push forward the drive to make the 
Novack Fund. These regional 
gatherings have already been held 
in New York and Chicago and are 
planned for San Francisco , Hous­
ton, Miami, and Atlanta. 

A very successful meeting took 
place in Chicago November 16 
where Jack Barnes, Socialist Work­
ers Pany national secretary, spoke. 
"We had over 130 people in atten­
dance from throughout the Mid­
west," reported Kate Kaku. "Many 
young people who just recently 
came around the socialist election 
campaign as well as many longtime 
supporters of the socialist move­
ment came to the meeting." 

More than $3,200 for the 
Novack Fund was collected. "We 
really worked at it to get a big col­
lection at the meeting," said Kaku. 
"We called people and had discus­
sions about the pressing need to pay 
the bills on the Pathfinder Recon­
struction Project. We got several 
new pledges in addition to big pay­
ments on pledges that supporters 
had already made." 

With about two weeks left in 
the drive supporters around the 
world are gearing up to get the 
extra pledges and collect the out­
standing funds for a successful 
completion of the drive. 

UNITED STATES 
NEW HAVEN 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
DETROIT 
ST. LOUIS 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 
PITISBURGH 
CLEVELAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
PHILADELPHIA 
NEW YORK CITY 
MORGANTOWN 
CHICAGO 
LOS ANGELES 
GREENSBORO 
lWIN CITIES 
NEWARK 
HOUSTON 
SEATTLE 
ATLANTA 
MIAMI 
DES MOINES 
BIRMINGHAM 
CINCINNATI 
PORTLAND 
U.S. TOTAL 
GERMANY 
BELGIUM 
FRANCE 
PUERTO RICO 
NEW ZEALAND 
AUSTRALIA 
SWEDEN 
CANADA 
BRITAIN 
TOTAL 

PLEDGED PAID % PAID 
Shouldbe85'4 

$500 550 110 
12,530 10,531 85 
6,500 4,457 69 
7,000 4,609 66 
6,500 3,838 60 
4,950 2,885 59 
4,500 2,635 59 
4,200 2,380 57 
4,500 2.485 56 
6,000 3,231 54 
4,000 2,056 52 

15,000 7,618 51 
3,000 1,390 47 
6,500 3,000 47 

15,000 6,912 46 
3,000 1.350 45 
9,865 4,165 43 

11,000 4,359 40 
6.000 2,280 38 
6.000 2,240 38 
5,500 1,900 35 
3,250 1,010 32 
3,500 817 24 
3.000 380 13 
1,000 100 10 

750 0 0 
153,545 n.11a 51 

1,429 1,429 100 
1,100 1,100 100 
1,030 1,030 100 

100 100 100 
un 1,612 91 

650 538 83 
2,450 1,975 81 
2,905 1,224 42 
1,860 300 16 

$166,846 86,486 52 



communist movement," Gannon noted. 
During the course of the construction pro­
ject, 27 of the brigade members had either 
recently joined or became candidates for 
membership in the Socialist Workers Party. 
Young members of the crew Jed many of the 
most arduous tasks of the work brigade. 

"We worked very hard, most often at least 
l 0 hours a day. But before work, and during 
breaks and lunch, members of the brigade 
took advantage of the time to read and engage 
in political discussion," Gannon said. 

Funds needed to close out project 
Additional money is still needed to make 

it possible to pay all the bills to complete 
this stage of the project and make the shop 
fully operational once again. The outstand­
ing balance of $50,000 for the air condition­
ing and heating system, which will be de­
livered by the end of November; the final 
payment on the lift table; and many other 
bills, are yet to be paid. 

The main source of income for the reno­
vation of the Pathfinder Building has come 
from the International Expansion Fund 
launched in August 1990. This fund grew 
out of the increased opportunities for distri­
bution of Pathfinder books, the Militant, and 
other socialist publications worldwide. It 
was launched to make possible major capi­
tal expenditures on renovating the editorial 
offices and rebuilding and retooling the 
printshop- projects with long-term bene­
fits for the production of these publications 
for use by revolutionary-minded workers, 
farmers, and youth around tbe world. This 
special fund comes from contributions of 
$1,000 or more. 

The expansion fund has been an outstand­
ing success. A total of $1 ,783,200 has been 
pledged, out of which $1,676,200 has been 
collected. Of this, half a million dollars has 
come from supporters in Belgium, Britain, 
France, New Zealand, Canada, Germany, 
and Sweden. Thirty-one rail workers, who 
are members of the United Transportation 
Union, gave the fund a big boost by contrib­
uting $310,000 that they received from job 
buyouts and contract-signing bonuses. 

In order to broaden the number of people 
contributing financially to the project, the 
George Novack Reconstruction Fund was 
launched this fall. Novack, who died in 
early August, was a long-time leader of the 
Socialist Workers Party. Among his many 
contributions to the socialist movement was 
the major role he played in raising funds to 
establish and develop the printshop. Pledges 
to the Novack Fund now total $166,846, 
with $86,486 collected. 

The remaining costs of this phase of the 
reconstruction project will be met through 
the successful completion of the Novack 
Fund. With a little over two weeks remain­
ing in the drive, supporters of the socialist 
movement are taking up the challenge to 
collect the remaining 52 percent of the 
pledges- in full and on time. (See cover­
age of the Novack Fund effort on page 4.) 

To carry through the reconstruction of the 

printshop, it was necessary to empty the 
Charles Street building to allow the brigade to 
do its work. The resulting temporary reorga­
nization of the shop involved putting in stor­
age several machines, including the stitcher, 
the folder, and the binder. Less paper could be 
kept on hand as well, since the space to do the 
printing and related work was almost cut in 
half. 

.These changes made the work of the 
printshop much more difficult. "During this 
period we were forced to send out printing 
and fini shing work," explained Forrestal. 
"We had to store our paper at substantial 
cost, pay for trucking, and meet other ex­
ceptional expenses. We had even less space 
to work in, even with all the machinery that 
we shipped out. 

"The printshop had problems - problems 
of quality - with political materials and 
with Pathfinder books. All around, things 
were rough. We were trying to produce the 
political weapons that we are in business for, 
and at the same time generate a surplus. And 
we were having a very hard time doing it." 

Even if the money was in hand to proceed 
with another leg of the reconstruction proj­
ect, organizers of the printshop are con­
vinced that the focus must be on putting the 
shop back together again - the equipment, 
the plant, the business and financial proce­
dures, and above all the organization of the 
labor power needed to produce the political 
weapons that are so vital for working-class 
fighters. 

By focusing now on bringing back the ma­
chinery and utilizing the expanded physical 
size of the plant, it will be possible over time 
to build the production level of the printshop 
back up and eventually improve its efficiency 
and the quality of what it produces. 

The lack of funds to carry forward the 
reconstruction project means that a number 
of important projects that could be started 
now will have to be put on hold. Among the 
most pressing of these projects is a long 
overdue cleaning and repairing of the six­
story Pathfinder Mural on the south wall of 
the building. Renovation of the central sup­
ply and mailroom areas in the Pathfinder 
Building, as well as some of the pre-press 
operations that are part of the printshop will 
also have to wait. 

Leadership school preparations 
At the November 8 celebration the last 

50 members of the reconstruction crew were 
given a tribute and graduated from the proj­
ect. For the next several weeks a number of 
crew members will be finishing up work 
and then heading to various cities in the 
United States and around the world to get 
involved in political activity and help build 
the socialist movement. 

A group of crew members will move on 
to the Socialist Workers Party leadership 
school to prepare that facility for an incom­
ing class in 1993. The SWP leadership 
school was started in the early 1980s to give 
leaders of the SWP and other communist 
organizations an opportunity to be released 

Militant/Joo Peterson 
Participants relax after champagne toast to new factory. Machine in foreground is book 
binder. 

Militant/Eric Simpson 
Printshop director Frank Forrestal holds up symbolic key to new factory. Others on 
stage are (from left) reconstruction executive committee members Jose Alvarado, Stu 
Singer, and Craig Gannon. Partly obscured by podium is Sam Manuel, former director 
of Pathfinder Mural project, and at right is Ove Aspoy of reconstruction executive 
committee. 

from day-to-day political responsibilities, in 
order to work collectively to study the basic 
works of Karl M~x and Frederick Engels. 
Through these study courses, the school also 
g ives an impetus to the Marxist education 
of the entire world communist movement. 

Once the Umited reconstruction work at 
the party leadership school is completed the 
members of the crew working on that proj­
ect will also be moving on to new c ities to 
continue political work. 

Ove Aspoy and Craig Gannon, two of the 
central leaders of the reconstruction project, 
will be taking on assignments running the 
business side ofPathfinder's printshop. Two 
other long-time leaders of the project, Stu 
Singer and Jose Alvarado, will shortly be 
transferring to branches of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

The Pathfinder Building Reconstruction 
Project has been a giant victory. The cele­
bration registered the tremendous pride that 
members, supporters, and friends of the So­
cialist Workers Party and communist orga­
nizations in other countries have in what has 
been accomplished. 

The continuing crisis of the capitalist sys-

tern and the growing resistance of working 
people are producing more and more open­
ness to the ideas of socialism and the type 
of political weapons for working-class 
fighters that the Militant and the books that 
Pathfinder produces represent. 

The next stage of the project will be able 
to be launched on the basis of a printshop 
working at a high level of efficiency, and 
through the impetus C)f political work by 
communist fighters around the world using 
the weapons that the printshop produces. 
New contributors are certain to step forward 
out of this process and make it possible to 
take another necessary step in finishing the 
reconstruction project. 

One such contribution has been pledged 
by Joel Britton, the Socialist Workers Par­
ty's national trade union director. Britton has 
recently quit his job in an oil refinery, where 
he has worked for the past nine years, in 
order to donate a $10,000 buyout to the 
Expansion Fund. This pledge is an impor­
tant down payment on the future capital 
needed to move forward the printshop and 
the completion of the renovation of aU six 
floors of the Pathfinder Building. 

Striking Trinity Steelworkers win 
support, as company attacks grow 
Continued from front page 
picket at the plant gates. In an earlier 
ruling, Holcomb had limited pickets to 
I 0-per-gate and 30 at the picket shack 
across the street. At the hearing, company 
representatives made numerous allegations 
against the union of various illegal acts, 
but offered no proof. 

The judge amended the injunction, ruling 
that strikers could no longer park their cars 
on the main street that runs in front of the 
plant. Holcomb also ordered the company 
to fire its so-called private investigators. 

Also on November 9, the company began 
its first major attempt to hire strikebreakers. 
More than 100 people answered the large 
advertisements for scabs placed in Birming­
ham newspapers during the week of Novem­
ber 8-13. Picketers were able to turn many 
applicants away by explaining the issues in 
the strike and the need for solidarity. But 
several are now daily crossing the picket 
line. Even so, Trinity has yet to produce one 
rail car during the strike. And some who 
have crossed changed their minds and have 
come back out. 

Support for the striking workers continues 
to grow. Miners, Steelworkers, and other 
unionists joined the picket lines last week as 
the union stood up to the company's first 
major attempt to bring in strikebreakers. A 
group of students from Birmingham South­
em College visited the line to express their 
support for the strike. Donations of money 
and food continue to come in to the union 
hall. A USWA local in Puerto Rico made a 
contribution, and Steelworkers from two lo­
cals at USX Corp. coUected more than $900 
in their plants to donate to the union strike 
and defense fund . 

Local9226 has launched a petition drive to 
protest the police harassment that union 

members are facing. Petitions are to be pre­
sented to the November 17 Bessemer City 
Council meeting demanding that the cops 
stop acting as Trinity's private scab-herders. 

Donations and messages of support can 
be sent to; USWA Local 9226 Strike and 
Defense Fund c/o USWA District 36, P.O. 
Box 12445, Fairfield, Alabama 35205 

Denise Mcinerney is a striking member of 
USWA Local 9226 at Trinity Industries in 
Bessemer. Betsy Farley is a member of 
USWA Loca/2122 in Fairfield. 

-CALENDAR-
BRITAIN 
Sheffield 
Che Guevara and the Fight for Socialism 
Today. A day of activities hosted by the Sheffield 
Pathfinder bookshop to celebrate the publication 
by Paihfinder Press of Che Guevara and the 
Fight/or Socialism Today. Featuring: Slide show 
on "Socialism or the Market" by Julian Newall, 
hcalthworker recently returned from Cuba; 
Speech on "The Relevance of Che 's Ideas to the 
Fight for Socialism Today" by Rose Knight, rail 
worker recently returned from Cuba; Video 
showing of Cuban Workers Celebrate May Day; 
Photographic exhibition on life of workers and 
fanners in Cuba. Sat., Dec. 5, program at 4 p.m. 
Pathfinder Bookshop, I Gower St., Spital Hill. 
Tel: 0742-765070. 

CANADA 
Vancouver 
Benefit for Congress of South African Trade 
Unions. Featuring: Groupe de Jour and Aya. Sat., 
Nov. 2 1, 8 p.m. Maritime Labour Centre, I I I 
Victoria Drive. Tickets $15 employed, $10 oth­
erwise. Tel: (604) 870-0550. 
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Maryland vote defends right to abortion 
BY YVONNE HAYES 

BALTIMORE - Residents of the state 
of Maryland voted in record numbers to 
approve new legislation to protect a wom­
an's right to choose abortion in a November 
3 ballot initiative. Passed by more than 60 
percent of the vote, the law gives women I 8 
and older sole decision-making power over 
whether or not to have an abortion in the 
early months of pregnancy. 

"This is a very important victory," said 
Jules Verdone in a phone interview. Verdone 
is a member of the communications staff at 
Maryland FOR Choice, which organized 
support for the referendum. She said the 
vote "shows the radical right wing that 
Maryland is strongly pro-choice. People 
don't want government intervention in pri­
vate decisions." 

The new law replaces one that has been 
unenforceable since 1973, when the Roe v. 
Wade decision by the U.S. Supreme Court 
rendered many of its provisions unconstitu­
tional. Under the old law, abortions could 
only be performed in hospitals after approv­
al by a review board and only if the woman 
was the victim of rape, her health was at 
risk, or the fetus was deformed. 

The measure was placed on the ballot 
after a petition campaign by antiabortion 
forces several months ago. Funded in part 
by so-called right-to-life outfits such as Op­
eration Rescue, the Vote kNOw Coalition 
mounted an aggressive media campaign to 
try to confuse pro-choice voters about the 
law. 

In the final days of the campaign, anti­
abortion forces placed ads that were run 
repeatedly on television and radio, featuring 
women of all ages and races saying, " I'm 
pro-choice, but I'm against Question 6. It's 
just a bad law." These forces campaigned 
under the guise of being advocates of 
choice, saying the law did not provide ade­
quate safeguards for !he health and welfare 
of women. Their slogan was "Make them 
get it right." 
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Militant/Paul Mailhot 
Support for women's right to abortion is widespread, as April 5 demonstration in 
Washington, D.C., (above) showed. Opponents of Maryland referendum strengthening 
abortion rights resorted to ads claiming to be pro-choice., in attempt to confuse the issue. 
Despite their efforts more than 60 percent voted for the law. 

Supporters of the Socialist Workers ticket 
were among those campaigning in favor of 
Question 6. The socialist candidates distrib­
uted a statement supporting the referendum 
at plant gates, on campuses, and among 
fellow unionists on the job. 

' 'I'm pro-choice," said a worker at the 
gate of the General Motors Corp. (GM) 
plant here as he took a copy of the socialist 
campaign flyer. "But what happens if my 
daughter has an abortion and then has med­
ical problems from it, and I can't sue the 
doctor." 

Another GM worker commented, ''I'm 

keeping my hands off this one. It's a wom­
an's issue." 

Like their counterparts across the country, 
the majority of workers at GM who stopped 
their cars long enough to talk about the 
referendum indicated they are pro-choice. 
But many expressed confusion about Ques­
tion 6, as a result of the media campaign. 
On the eve of the election, some were still 
undecided about whether or how to vote on 
the referendum. 

''I'm pro-choice," said a Militant sub­
scriber who is a member of the United 
Steelworkers of America. "But why, as a 

man, should I vote on Question 6? I think 
the women should decide about this law." 

Maryland FOR Choice also took to the air­
waves to counter the Vote kNOw campaign 
focusing on the slogan ' 'Privacy, Safety, 
Choice." In the fmal days before the election, 
ads stressed the idea that a vote for Question 
6 was "the pro-choice position" in an attempt 
to undercut some of the confusion. 

"Privacy, safety, choice - that 's a good 
slogan," said socialist senatorial candidate 
John Gaige at a campaign rally on the eve 
of the elections. "But there's one more rea­
son this is an important question for work­
ing people. 

" In attempting to resolve the crisis of 
their system -capitalism - the rulers of 
this country are going after the rights and 
living standard of workers and farmers the 
world over. Solidarity and joint action are 
key to resisting this offensive. 

"To be able to participate as political 
equals in this fight, women must be able 
to control their own bodies," said Gaige. 
"To overcome the historic divisions that 
weaken our ability to fight, we need to 
defend the interests of the most oppressed 
among our class. "That's why the right to 
choose is a union issue, a working-class 
issue." 

The fight to defend abortion rights is 
not over, however. The forces behind the 
Vote kNOw Coalition have vowed to con­
tinue their efforts to overturn the new law. 
Pro-choice activists expect women's legal 
rights to continue to be chaUenged at the 
clinics. 

"This vote was a tremendous victory for 
women's rights," said Gaige. "Now we 
need to be ready to follow the examples set 
by those who defended the clinics in Buf­
falo and Houston. We need to be ready to 
defend this victory." 

Yvonne Hayes is a member of United Steel­
workers of America Local 14019 in Balti­
more. 

Rightists try to bomb Minnesota clinic 
BY JON HILLSON 

MINNEAPOLIS - In an emergency 
news conference, abortion rights activists 
here condemned the November 9 attempted 
bombing of the Robbinsdale Clinic, long a 
target of right-wing threats, harassment, and 
violence. 

Would-be bombers had turned the abor­
tion clinic roof into a gasoline bomb equal 
in potential firepower to seven sticks of 
dynamite. 

The failure of the detonation device, a 
gasoline-soaked wick, to fully ignite spared 
the lives of staff members and residents of 
a neighboring nursing home in the quiet 
Minneapolis suburb. 

The packed November II news confer­
ence brought together leaders of Planned 
Parenthood, National Abortion Rights Ac­
tion League, Pro-Choices Resource Center, 
Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights, and 
spokeswomen for local abortion clinics, 
who called for a stepped-up law enforce­
ment investigation of the attempted bomb­
ing and the arrest of the antiabortion terror­
ists. 

In an interview at the Robbinsdale Clinic, 
co-director June Fahnnan said the potential­
ly murderous attack would not stop the cen­
ter's function. 

"We will not abandon women and cower 
to these terrorists," she said. "Nothing has 
ever deterred us, nothing ever will." 

Fahrman termed the attack· " retaliation 
from antichoice extremist thugs who have 
become desperate when compelled to obey 
the law," a reference to a September 17 
injunction restricting the conduct and pres­
ence of abortion foes at the clinic. 

Leaking gasoline and water ruined one 
clinic examining room and partially soaked 
another, causing several thousand dollars in 
damage. 

The center was closed for two days while 
the building was aired of fumes. It reopened 
November II . 

More than 1,200 pro-choice activists 
have defended the clinic since June of this 
year, when local affiliates of Operation Res­
cue and the Lambs of Christ attempted to 
lay siege to it. 

Mass abortion rights mobilizations in 
June and August thwarted the biggest such 

challenges, while scores of escorts and clin­
ic defenders shielded patients on consecu­
tive Saturdays for several months. 

The anempted bombing occurred after a 
temporary restraining order issued in Sep­
tember by Hennepin County district judge 
William Howard. The order limits to 12 the 
number of abortion foes allowed near clinic 
property. 

Administrators of the facility had sought 
the order after repeated threats by the right­
ists to "rescue" the clinic along with verbal 
and physical harassment of patients and 
clinic escorts. 

The judge's home has been picketed by 
antiabortion protesters. They also publicized 
his home phone number to generate calls by 
abortion opponents. 

Howard was planning to consider mo­
tions from clinic attorneys to stiffen the 
order the day the bombing attempt was 

made. 
In recent weeks, several leaders of the 

Operation Rescue and Lambs of Christ af­
filiates have been arrested, fined, and sen­
tenced to short jail terms for violating the 
clinic injunction, as well as a similar order 
protecting another clinic director's home 
from rightist violence and harassment. 

Operation Rescue and Lambs of Christ 
activists continue to use the "Robbinsdale 
Women 's Center," a bogus pregnancy 
counseling operation set up across the 
street from the abortion clinic, to organize 
their actions. 

" I do not feel like this struggle is going 
to be won in the judiciary or the legislature," 
stated Dennis Uchtman, a Lambs of Christ 
leader who served penitentiary time in 
North Dakota for violently invading a clinic. 
"The fight is going to be won when the 
church takes to the streets." 

Pickets protest antiabortion 
deiDonstrators in New Zealand 
BY CHRISTINE BERESFORD 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand- Under 
a banner saying "Protect Women's Right to 
Abortion," 120 people gathered here Octo­
ber 18. The protest picket was called in 
response to a "life chain" organized by the 
Society for the Protection of the Unborn 
Child (SPUC). 

SPUC organizers claimed that 45,000 had 
already participated nationwide in the "life 
chain." 

A pro-choice committee was initiated by 
Victoria University students, many of whom 
took time out from studying for exams to 
help organize the picket. 

Standing on the opposite side of the street 
to the main segment of the antiabortion "life 
chain," which was circling the Parliament 
buildings with placards saying: "Abortion 
Kills Children," the pro-choice picketers 
kept up a lively barrage of chanting and 
singing. 

The pro-choice picket attracted a lot of 
public support. Many passing motorists 

tooted their horns and waved out to the 
pickets. A bus driver drove past with her 
hom blaring and raised her fist. 

Many of those who took part in the picket 
and march said they believed this was only 
the beginning, and that further actions to 
defend a woman's right to abortion were 
needed. Nearly every participant signed a 
mailing list to find out about plans for future 
protests. 

A counterpicket to the " life chain" was 
hastily organized in Christchurch by the 
Abortion Law Reform Association of New 
Zealand (ALRANZ). On short notice, 100 
people turned out, the majority of them 
students. 

Carrying placards that read "Keep abor­
tion safe and legal," the enthusiastic pro­
choice demonstration appealed to the public 
for support, gaining a positive response 
from motorists and passersby. 

Carmen Bain in ' hristchurch contributed to 
this article. 
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INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO WIN NEW READERS 

All out to make, surpass goals! 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

SUNDAY. November 15- Dur­
ing this weekend. readers in several 
cities around the world began the 
fight to make and surpass the circu­
lation drive goals. 

'Confidence has shot up' 
in Miami 

On Saturday, November 
14, three teams of supporters 
in Miami sold 9 Militant and 
2 Perspectiva Mundial sub­
scriptions, as well as 36 sin­
gle copies of the socialist pe­
riodicals and I copy of the 
Marxist magazine New In­
ternational. This made a big 
dent in their goal for the No­
vember 14-21 target week of 
selling 36 Militant and PM 
subscriptions and 20 copies 
of New International. 

When John Steele from Toronto 
called, spirits on the Militant staff 
were high. Steele reported that To­
ronto supporters sold 46 Militant 
subscriptions of their quota of 60-
77 percent of their goal! Only a 
week earlier, Toronto was 10 per­
cent behind schedule. On Tuesday 

(UTU) and other unionists raised 
their subscription goal from 45 to 
50 on November 11. Two days later, 
Joe Swanson from San Francisco 
reported that a team was being put 
together to visit all the rail yards in 
Chicago and other major rail cen­
ters in the country to win more 

readers to the Militant in the 
UTU. 

Boston gets the ball 
rolling 

Boston has been at the bot­
ll tom of the chart since the be­
l ginning of the subscription 

campaign. Jason Coughlin 
called today, however, and 
reported that the drive is 
picking up. At a conference at 
the University of Massachu­
setts in Amherst on "Rethink­
ing Marxism," Coughlin and .... 
others set up a table with a lot 
of Marxist literature. They 
sold 5 Militant subscriptions 
and 30 single copies, 7 copies 
of New International, and 
$300 worth of Pathfinder 
books. -...._ * * * 

"The confidence here has 
shot up and we're no longer 
discussing whether we can 
make the goal or not but how 
much we can go over," re­
ports Ernie Mailhot from Mi­
ami. During the target week 
Militant supporters around 
the world are making an all 
out effort to reverse the lag in 
the subscription campaign. 
Confidence seems to be on 
the rise in other cities as well. 

Militant/Hilda Cuzco 
Selling 'Militant' at Portland, Oregon rally against 
antigay Proposition 9, defeated at polls Nov. 3. 

The Militant has extended 
the drive by one week to 
December 5. The purpose of 
the extension is to compens­
ate for the impact on week­

Stockholm raises goals 
Supporters in Stockholm, Swe­

den, called to infonn us that they 
had raised their Militant subscrip­
tion goal from 40 to 50 and their 
Perspectiva Mundial goal from 15 
to 20 subscriptions. 

Twin Cities competes 
Supporters in the Twin Cities, 

Minnesota, raised their goal by a 
similar amount: from 85 to I 00 Mil­
itant subscriptions. A friendly com­
petition might be developing with 
Stockholm. 

Two distributors of the Militant 
from the Twin Cities attended a 
farm conference of 400 in rural 
Minnesota, titled "Land Steward­
ship Project." They sold 2 Militant 
subscriptions, 2 copies of New In­
ternational #4, which features the 
article "The Crisis Facing Working 
Farmers." and I 0 copies of the 
Pathfinder pamphlet"Farmers Face 
the Crisis of the 1990s." 

Houston, Toronto 
follow suit 

On Sunday night, November 15, 
supporters in Houston decided to 
raise their quota of Militant sub­
scriptions by 10. 

night Militant distributors there will 
meet to decide how much to raise 
their goal. Unfortunately this will 
be too late to be registered in this 
issue. We will reserve a spot for 
Toronto in next week's column. 

Our readership in Canada got a 
boost from an almost four-week 
Pathfinder sales team, which visited 
seven campuses, several plants and 
mine portals, and the convention of 
the New Democratic Party in Sas­
katchewan. Supporters from Toron­
to, Montreal, and the Twin Cities on 
the team also set up literature tables 
at a theater showing the movie The 
American Dream, about the 1985-86 
Harmel meatpackers strike in Min­
nesota, at a meeting of the Philippine 
Support Group in Winnipeg, and at 
the University of Alberta. The team 
sold 26 subscriptions and 193 single 
copies of the Militant, as well as 78 
copies of the July issue of the Inter­
national Socialist Review, a supple­
ment to theM ilitalll, titled "The fight 
for national rights of Quebecois and 
Natives in Canada." 

Rail workers raise goal 
Rail workers who sell the Mili­

tant on the job to members of the 
United Transportation Union 

end sales of regional meetings in 
Chicago on November 15 and in 
the San Francisco Bay Area on No­
vember 21 where Militant support­
ers and others will hear and discuss 
a public talk by Socialist Workers 
Party National Secretary Jack 
Barnes (see ad on front page). 

Supporters traveled from 
throughout the Midwest for the 
Chicago meeting, while people 
from the whole western part of the 
United States will be participating 
in the Bay Area event. These meet­
ings will take a substantial number 
of Militant distributors from big re­
gions of the country out of sales on 
both the first and second weekends 
of the target week, necessitating an 
alteration in the plan to meet the 
adopted goals by November 28. 

Because most of the new sub­
scriptions, described in the stories 
above, were not received in the Mil­
itant business office by the deadline 
of Sunday 3:00p.m. E.S.T., they are 
not reflected in this week's chart 

It is apparent, however, that mo­
mentum, which can reverse the lag 
in the circulation effort, is building 
around the world. 

All out to make and surpass the 
goals! 

More than 150 letters arrive in Des Moines 
urging Iowa parole board to release Curtis 
BY MIKE GALATI 

DES MOINES, Iowa - Letters 
continue to arrive here from around 
the world urging the Iowa State 
Board of Parole to release Mark 
Curtis. More than 150 letters have 
been received by the Mark Curtis 
Defense Committee, with more ar­
riving hourly by fax. 

Curtis is the victim of a frame­
up by the Des Moines police, who 
arrested him in March 1988. He 
had been involved in an important 
fight at the Swifi/Monfort meat­
packing plant, where he worked, 
protesting a raid on the factory by 
the immigration police and its at­
tempt to deport 17 of his cowork­
ers. 

Following a protest meeting 
against this immigration raid, at 
which Curtis spoke in Spanish urg­
ing that his union. United Food and 
Commercial Workers Local 431, 
take the lead in defending these 
workers, he was arrested and false-

ly accused of sexual abuse and bur­
glary. 

Among those who recently sent 
letters urging Curtis's release were 
the British Columbia branch of the 
African National Congress; Don 
McClain, executive director of the 
Kansas City Interfaith Peace Alli­
ance; Sharon McCary, a union stew­
ard for United Food and Commer­
cial Workers Local 1149 in Perry, 
Iowa; Georgia state representative 
Tyrone Brooks; Harold Ruggless, 
vice-president of United Auto Work­
ers Local 270 in Des Moines, Iowa; 
J. Ross Evans, assistant secretary of 
the Auckland and Tomoana Freez­
ing Works union in New Zealand; 
and Henri Cheve, international sec­
retary of the General Labor Federa­
tion (CGT) trade union in France. 

One of the most powerful letters 
received was from the Jakobsberg 
Folk High School in Stockholm, 
Sweden. Writing on behalf of the 
entire school, principal Ingemar 

Salinas asked the parole board to 
grant Curtis parole at its upcoming 
hearing on November 17. The letter 
ended by explaining, "We think that 
the time has come for justice for 
Mark Cu.rtis and hope that an im­
mediate parole would start that pro­
cess." 

Supporters in the San Francisco 
Bay Area report that they organized 
a successful rally attended by 60 
people where more than $1,000 was 
collected. This is part of the current 
international effort to raise $25,000 
to finance the ongoing expenses of 
the defense committee. Thus far 
over $18,000 has been raised inter­
nationally toward this goal. 

The defense committee will be 
delivering all of the letters to the 
parole board before the November 
17 hearing. 

Mike Galati is a member of United 
Food and Commercial Workers Lo­
cal 1149 in Marshalltown, Iowa. 
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Discussion in Miami continues in media, 
on campus, in wake of Cuban youth tour 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

Six weeks after the event, the October l 
public forum at Aorida International Uni­
versity (Fl U) south campus, which featured 
Cuban youth leaders Ibis Alvisa Gonzalez 
and Jose Antonio Concepci6n Rangel, con­
tinues to generate public discussion and de­
bate in Miami. 

The Militant is reprinting below three 
letters to the editor that appeared in the 
November 3 and 10 issues of the Beacon. 
the FlU student newspaper. 

The first letter, by FlU senior Ana Gamo­
nal, argues against a Beacon editorial and a 
!etter to the editor, which appeared in the 
October 14 issue. Titled "Who's Afraid of 
Free Speech?"the editorial took the position 
that the forum with the youth from Cuba 
was a step forward in defending free speech 
in Miami. 

president of the National Organization for 
Women at FlU. Titled "If you punch Tony, 
you assault the Constitution." the letter had 
condemned the punching of Anthony 
Thomas, an usher at the October I forum, 
by right-winger Marcel Felipe after the 
event ended. Felipe, a Cuban-American, is 
a student at FlU. "The October 1 attack by 
Marcel Felipe on FlU graduate student Tony 
Thomas was a blow against freedom of 
speech and peaceful assembly," the authors 
of the letter wrote. 

The following week, the Beacon inter­
viewed students about their views on 
whether the Cuban youth forum should have 
taken place. Five of the six students ques­
tioned said Alvisa and Concepci6n had a 
right to speak on campus. 

Aviles responds, in a letter reprinted be­
low, to a letter to the Beacon written by Che 
Padron, also reprinted below. Padron, pres­
ident of the College Democrats at FlU, 
charges that his group was falsely listed as 
a sponsor of the event. 

Besides the Beacon items, at least 16 
funher news anicles and opinion columns 
on the October l forum and its repercussions 
have appeared in the Miami Herald, its 
Spanish-language edition£/ Nuevo Herald, 
and Diario Las Americas, another Spanish­
language daily with sizable circulation in 
Miami, nonhem New Jersey, and other cit­
ies around the country. Well over 50 anicles, 
columns, editorials, and letters to the editor 
have appeared in numerous publications in 
the United States on the two-month I 0-city 
tour by the Cuban youth. 

The success of the somewhat tumultuous 
forum at FlU was a big victory for free 
speech. The fact that the meeting happened, 
and the public debate it generated, punc­
tured the myth that such endeavors are not 
possible in south Aorida, that qualitatively 
different rules apply there from everywhere 
else in the United States. 

Many of the students at FlU on both sides 
of the debate are of Cuban origin. They 
represent a growing number of Cuban-

Americans who are increasingly integrated 
into U.S. politics, the working class, and the 
class struggle in this country. Unlike the 
older generation of Cubans who fled to 
Miami immediately after the ovenhrow of 
U.S.-backed dictator Fulgencio Batista in 
January 1959, most among the younger 
generation do not focus on opposition to the 
Cuban revolution as their primary concern. 
Attitudes among older Cuban-Americans 
have also changed; many suppon normal­
ization of relations with Cuba. 

As the exchanges of letters in the Beacon 
show, many Cuban-American students, 
workers, and others appreciated the oppor­
tunity to have an open discussion with rev­
olutionary youth from Havana. Today, a 
growing number of Cuban-Americans sup­
pon the right of free speech and want an 
open dialogue with the Cuban people living 
90 miles south of Rorida. They include 
many who for the moment are opposed to 
the Cuban revolution, its socialist course, 
and its communist leadership. 

"Free speech is something that most peo­
ple would agree is their basic right," the 
Beacon editors wrote. "However, some of 
those same people who claim America is 
great because it is a land of the free etc., 
have a problem when these rights apply to 
cenain groups such as the Socialist pany, 
Gay rights activists, hate-mongering organi­
zations. and now. in the Hispanic commu­
nity, a pro-Castro youth group. 

Letters to Miami student newspaper 
"Outraged by last week's pro-Castro lec­

ture, the Hispanic media claim that the uni­
versity should not have invited two Cuban 
youth leaders to speak." the editorial said. 
FlU president Modesto "Maidique should 
not be blamed, if there is blame to be given, 
for having the two Cuban youth leaders 
speak. He should be praised for endorsing a 
more popular conviction - free speech and 
free thought." 

The Beacon editors made it clear that 
holding the forum at FlU did not imply 
university endorsement of the views pre­
sented by the speakers. On the other hand, 
the editorial expressed the opinion that "At 
a university in Cuba, students would not 
have the freedom to express ideas that con­
tradict Castro's regime." 

The editorial concluded, "Opposing ideas 
not only make us think, but they keep our 
convictions from becoming stale, dogmatic 
propaganda." 

The letter to the editor, which appeared 
on the opinion page of the October 14 issue 
of the Beacon, was signed by five Fill 
students, including William Aviles, vice-

Below are three letters that appeared 
in the Florida International University 
student newspaper The Beacon. Letters 1 
and 2 appeared in the November 3 issue, 
and letter 3 was printed in the November 
10 issue. All titles are by The Beacon. 
Letters 1 and 2 have been abridged for 
lack of space. 

l. The right to protest 
is also guaranteed 
In response to the editorial and letter 

printed in the Opinion section of The Beacon, 
I feel it is of great imponance that several 
things be clarified. First of all, the editorial 
mentioned that a university's prime objective 
is to provide a "forum where a menagerie of 
ideas can be discussed and debated." Al­
though this is an essential part of a university, 
I believe that the general consensus is that a 
university's primary objective is to provide 
its students with an education. 

Secondly, as to the general theme of these 
publications, I too believe that freedom of 
speech is a basic right. Therefore, the right 
to protest the two Cuban communist "youth 
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leaders," which came to speak at Fl U, was 
also a right that deserved respect and recog­
nition. 

Yet, I found it hard to believe that those 
who sponsored this lecture did not anticipate 
that the protest that followed would be a part 
of this event. To purposely have placed FlU 
students up front, in order to keep the crowd 
back, was a grave mistake. 

The Cuban "youth leaders" are gone, and 
all that remains is division on our campus. 
We as students were pitted against each 
other, and the recognition that the protest 
deserved was lost because of an incident 
which perhaps would never have occurred 
if proper security measures had been taken. 
Even President Maidique, with whom I dis­
cussed the issue, agreed .... 

Moreover, in defense of those who pro­
tested, I have to admit that Cuban-Ameri­
cans may at times come across as tolerant, 
but I like to call their reaction passion. We 
are passionate people and have been since 
the Spanish-American War .... 

The Cuban "youth leaders" told us what 
they believed and we let them know how 
we felt. Maybe they learned something from 
us, maybe they did not. Lf they come back 
for more, I hope better precautions are taken 
because those who protested the first time 
will be better prepared the next time. 

Ana M. Gamonal 
FlU Senior 

2. College Democrats 
were not sponsors 

I am writing you concerning an FlU 
event that took place on Thursday, October 
8. Two students from the Cuban Union of 
Young Communists, Ibis Alvisa and Jose 
Antonio Concepcion Rangel, lectured that 
afternoon. The controversy and irresponsi­
bility of this event continue to hun FlU's 
reputation. 

First is the claim of officials from the 
Socialist Workers Pany, the individuals who 
brought the two lecturers, that the College 
Democrats and other campus groups spon­
sored this event. 

As the current President of the College 
Democrats, I know that no current member 
of the College Democrats authorized, 
sponsored, or knew anything of this event. 
And none of the other organizations spon· 
sored this event either. The Socialist Work­
ers Pany and a member of the Student 
Programming Committee arranged the 
event and illegally used our organization's 
names. 

The specific explanation by the above 
people is that one William Avilas gave the 
sponsorship of the Democrats. Mr. Avilas 
never consulted the College Democrats 
and even though he was a one-time mem­
ber of the group, he is no longer active 
and an official member of the Democrats 
at FlU. 

Of course, the parties involved do not 

claim any responsibility for the "misunder­
standing." When I confronted them with 
their falsification, they did nothing but ex­
press their wish to bring the speakers or 
others like them back on campus. I under­
stand that to use an on-campus organization 
as a front for this event makes it easier. But 
I hope that the people involved realize the 
misrepresentation whether it be due to care­
lessness, poor organization or just irrespon­
sibility is a serious offense to the members 
of the said organization. 

As for the event itself, it is an insult to all 
students. The event did nothing but irritate 
students on a very personal and emotional 
level. The purpose of the university is to 
educate, and benefit the student body by 
stimulating intellectual thought and foster­
ing an environment {both social and intel­
lectual), that students can learn in. 

What this event has done is disrupted 
student life. It tarnished the university in the 
eyes of the community by showing FlU to 
be unresponsive .... 

I hope in the future university officials are 
more responsive to the needs of FlU and the 
Miami community, I also hope that the peo­
ple who are responsible for this realize that 
they should check their sources. I also hope 
they grow just a little backbone, just enough 
to take responsibility on themselves, and not 
seek the names of others, for this outrage. 
And I assure them if they choose to bring 
back these speakers, the welcome will be 
even colder. 

Che C. Padron 
President, Young Democrats 

3. Cuban lecture no insult, 
but democratic 
I am writing to you in reference to a letter 

that appeared in The Beacon on Nov. 3. The 
letter written by Che Padron, discussed the 
sponsorship of the now famous event of Oct. 
8 in which two young Cuban students came 
to speak on our campus. Mr. Padron, the 
"president" of the College Democrats, states 
that the College Democrats did not sponsor 
the event and that a "one time member " 
(that's me) gave sponsorship without noti­
fying him. In my opinion the statements by 
Mr. Padron are erroneous and hypocritical. 
First, at the time of the event I was officially 
vice-president of the group and, in my opin­
ion, with full rights to give the sponsorship 
of the organization. Second, not only was I 
not a "one-time member'' but I was one of 
the founding members of the group. 

The College Democrats today may op­
pose sponsorship of the event after the fact, 
but that does not change the official spon­
sorship that 1 gave the organizers. In addi­
tion, Mr. Padron's present position as "pres­
ident" of the College Democrats places se­
rious question on his ability to be responsi­
ble and truthful. Not only did he not receive 
authorization from me to hold elections, but 

Continued on Page 9 



Cuban youth leaders describe U.S. tour 
'This was big opportunity for us to exchange views with students and youth' 

BY MARTIN KOPPEL 
Two Cuban youth leaders, Ibis Alvisa 

Gonzalez and Jose Antonio Concepcion 
Rangel, recently concluded a 10-city speak­
ing tour of U.S. universities and colleges. In 
the course of the two-month tour, they spoke 
to nearly 3,400 people, mainly students. For 
many, this was the first time they had heard 
Cubans living on the island who defend the 
revolution. 

"This was a very big opportunity for us 
to exchange views with youth and students 
in the United States," said Alvisa in a Sep­
tember 29 interview that she and Concep­
cion granted in New York, shortly before 
they traveled to Miami for the final leg of 
their tour. 

Alvisa and Concepcion are researchers 
for the Center for Studies of Youth in Ha­
vana and members of the Union of Young 
Communists there. 

The two youth leaders described the high 
interest in Cuba today among young people 
they met throughout the country. "In spite 
of all the misinformation about Cuba that 
exists here, when we spoke, people would 
begin to break through some of these mis­
conceptions and wanted to know the truth," 
Alvisa said. 

Meetings with U.S. workers 
"I think this interest has to do with the 

economic situation people are experienc­
ing in the United States today," she added. 
Alvisa mentioned some of the meetings 
she had with workers who wanted to find 
out more about Cuba and who told her 
about the growing unemployment and de­
teriorating living and working conditions 
here. 

"In St. Paul, Minnesota, I had a meeting 
in a restaurant with a group of packinghouse 
workers, who are mainly from Mexico. 
They told me about the problems they face 
as immigrant workers who come to work in 
this country. 

"Another interesting experience for me 
was a meeting in Vista, in southern Califor­
nia, with farm workers. More than 80 work­
ers took part in that meeting." 

Alvisa and Concepcion both noted the 
desire among many of the Cuban-Ameri­
cans they met throughout their tour to have 
a free exchange of views and a real discus­
sion. "My experience was that most Cubans 
here, especially the young people born in 
the United States- the Cuban-Americans 
-have a very open approach and want to 
hear the other side of the story from Cubans 
who live in Cuba," Alvisa said. 

"This was true even among those we met 
who didn't agree with communism or so­
cialism. Those youth have questions that no 
one has been able to answer. Some youth 
would tell us, 'My father and mother don't 
want to know anything about the Cuban 
revolution, but I do.' 

"They realized that we have nothing to 
hide, that we have no prejudices, that we 
want to answer their questions and exchange 
views with them. They saw that we have a 
different perspective." 

This was a big contrast, she observed, to 

Miami Herald/Hector Gabino 
Ibis Alvisa Gonzalez (left) and Jose Antonio Concepci6n Rangel (right), with translator Francisco Picado (center ), speaking at Florida 
International University meeting in Mi.ami. Despite disruption attempt by right-wing minority, discussion lasted two hours. 

"the hard-core right-wing minority who 
have no interest in debating or listening, and 
only want to try to distort the truth about the 
Cuban revolution." 

Two days after our interview, on Octo­
ber l, Alvisa and Concepcion addressed a 
public meeting in Miami. The event at 
Florida International University drew 225 
people, primarily young Cuban-Ameri­
cans. Most clearly wanted the meeting to 
take place, although the majority of them 
were opposed to the Cuban revolution. As 
a result, the attempt by a small minority 
of right-wingers to disrupt the event failed 
and the two Cuban revolutionaries an­
swered questions and comments for about 
two hours. 

During their tour, Concepcion said, they 
explained the big challenges facing the Cu­
ban people today given the collapse of 
Cuba's trade with the former Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe, combined with the 33-
year-old U.S. economic embargo. 

"We explained the real limitations we 
face today. For example we're getting 6 
million tons of oil a year, down from the 13 
millions we used to consume. We have lim­
ited supplies of basic goods like soap, de­
tergent, and cotton products," he said. 

In response to this situation, known in 
Cuba as the "special period in peacetime," 
the Cuban government has established strict 

priorities in the use of its resources. 
A major priority, Alvisa said, is "a food 

program to make the country self-sufficient 
in meeting the food needs of the popula­
tion." She cited the efforts to further develop 
the production of root vegetables, citrus 
fruits, animal feed, fresh-water fish, and 
other foodstuffs. 

The government is also emphasizing in­
vestment in tourism and medical and phar­
maceutical production to obtain the hard 
currency necessary to purchase vital energy 
and industrial imports. 

"Production of milk, which used to be 
imported from [eastern] Germany," she said, 
"has gone way down. For that reason, the 
priority is to guarantee milk for children up 
to the age of seven and for the elderly and 
the ill. So every morning for breakfast my 
daughter, who's three years old, receives 
milk. I'll have a glass of orange juice or 
whatever is available at the moment for 
breakfast; sometimes a bread roll, but bread 
production has dropped a lot because we 
don't grow wheat," which was imported 
from the USSR. 

"When I ride to work on my bicycle­
that's another change because I used to ride 
the bus - I take my daughter to her child­
care center. Child-care centers haven't shut 
down. There, my daughter also gets a quota 
of milk, and it's free. She gets a balanced 

diet of vegetables and meat, even under the 
difficult conditions." 

Voluntary work brigades 

Concepci6n described the voluntary 
mobilizations of youth known as the Stu­
dent Work Brigades, "where university 
and senior high school youth spend a 
month out of their vacations carrying out 
farm work." 

These brigades have been organized for 
the last 15 years. "But now with the food 
program, they take on a double impor­
tance," Alvisa added. "Not only because 
of the importance of voluntary Labor in 
educating and creating a communist man, 
but because of the need to increase the 
labor power needed for agricultural prior­
ities." 

"This year," Concepcion said, "more 
than 157,000 university and high school 
students gave a month of their summer 
vacations to work in agriculture. It was the 
biggest mobilization in history. And three 
or four times as many youth asked to par­
ticipate." 

Student letters debate Cuban youth meeting 

Alvisa explained that during their tour, 
many students asked about the role of Cu­
ban volunteer troops in Angola who helped 
defeat the South African invasion of that 
country in 1987-88. Alvisa had been in 
Angola at that time. "For my generation, 
being able to go to Angola was important 
- to fight against apartheid and to be part 
of a massive movement of youth that can 
understand what internationalism is, who 
can be capable of giving their lives for other 
peoples. 

Continued from Page 8 
he even failed to notify the current president 
of the organization. 

It seems that the organizers he accuses 
of being irresponsible are not the only ones 
capable of such actions. Finally, Mr. Pad­
ron is lying or mistaken in his assertion 
that the sponsorship from the other orga­
nizations was fabricated by the organizers. 
The fact is that the National Organization 
of Women, the Black Student Union, and 
the Women Studies Center all sponsored 
the event with no manipulation from the 
organizers. 

He goes on to state that the event was an 
insult to the FlU community. The event dis­
played the attributes of the community and 
the open spirit of our university. The stereo­
type that has labeled the Cuban-American 
community as monolithic and repressive of 

free speech was considerably weakened. Not 
only is the president of NOW a Cuban-Amer­
ican, but I met several Cuban-Americans at 
the event, who felt that the event should hap­
pen in the name of free speech. 

They, along with many other Cuban ex­
iles and students, came to listen and protest 
peacefully against the visitors. One individ­
ual did react with violence, but that should 
not erase the fact that the vast majority of 
the Cuban exiles did not resort to this im­
mature tactic. 

Furthermore, FlU as an international 
school and center for Latin American stud­
ies was a suitable environment to present the 
views of an important Hispanic country, 
Cuba. Mr. Padron should stop complaining 
about the event and perhaps look at what it 
accomplished. 

For the first time in the history of FlU, 

Cuban communists were involved in an or­
ganized lecture. Does this not express the 
growing tolerance of the Cuban-Americans 
within our student body and community? I 
think it does. The " leader" of the College 
Democrats should be the one to show some 
"backbone," which he states the organizers 
lack. ffe should stand up to the right-wingers 
of the Cuban exile community who want to 
suppress free speech in our city. Mr. Padron 
should remember that the democratic free­
doms in the United States should not be 
taken for granted, but must constantly be 
defended. Only in this way can we present 
to Cuba and its people how a true democracy 
acts, and perhaps even present them with the 
hope that they will one day live in one. 

William Aviles 
Vice President of N.O.W. 
Political Science Student 

"For young people who hadn't encoun­
tered capitalism," she said, "the experience 
in Angola taught us what capitalism really 
is. That was the big impact it had on me. 
We saw children begging for food, people 
starving. We also saw what the apartheid 
regime represents." 

Alvisa said their explanation of the facts 
about Cuba had a real impact on many of 
the youth and others around the country 
who had never before had the opportunity 
to hear revolutionaries from that country. 

She added that she and Concepcion were 
grateful to "aU the professors, academics, 
students, and friends who made this tour 
possible" and hoped it would open the door 
to further exchanges between youth in Cuba 
and the United States. 
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Books by Pathfinder 
at Tokyo fair spark 
interest among youth 
BY J OAN SHIELDS 

TOKYO - "I think I'm going to find this 
very interesting," a young woman com­
mented as she bought a copy of New Interna­
tional no. 7 on "The Opening Guns of World 
War III" from the Pathfinder Press booth at 
the 1992 Tokyo International Book Fair. 

The same woman returned the final day 
of the fair to buy a book of speeches by 
Malcolm X and The Revolution Betrayed, 
Leon Trotsky's classic account of the bu­
reaucratic degeneration of the Soviet Union. 

Her response to the Pathfinder titles on 
display was typical of the many young peo­
ple who crowded into the booth during the 
October 31-November 4 book fair to look 
at and buy the books and to discuss politics. 

This was the first Tokyo book fair to 
which exhibitors from other counties were 
invited. Spread over three floors of the Sun­
shine City Convention Center, adjacent to a 
big shopping mall, there were 350 booths 
for Japanese publishers. distributors. and 
printing companies. Representatives of the 
book trade from 24 other countries, - the 
majority from Asia, also participated. 

The fair, open to the public, was attended 
by tens of thousands. 

Pathfinder's booth was staffed by a four­
person international team from the United 
States and New Zealand. 

This year Pathfinder has begun to receive 
orders from Japan. The book fair offered an 
opponunity for Pathfinder representatives 
to meet with bookstore buyers and distribu­
tors in order to expand sales of Pathfinder 
books and pamphlets here and throughout 
Asia. During the fair itself, a bookstore in 
Osaka placed a 400-book order for titles by 
Malcolm X, including 50 copies of the 
newly published February 1965: The Final 
Speeches. 

Response from young people 
The public response to Pathfinder books. 

panicularly from young people. was strik­
ing. Many wanted to discuss the role of the 
United States in the world, the deepening 
trade rivalries between Washington and 
other imperialist powers, including Japan, 
and the prospects of more shooting wars in 
the years ahead. 

This desire to understand world politics 
today reflects developments within Japan 
itself. 

Japan is being affected by the mounting 
world depression. Working people are al-
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ready feeling the effects of this. Unemploy­
ment is rising. Many workers are getting less 
take-home pay because of reductions in 
available ovenime and cuts in factory bo­
nuses on which their standard of living has 
been based. 

In conversations, a number of people at­
tending the fair touched on another contro­
versial issue in Japanese politics- the send­
ing of Japanese troops to panicipate in the so­
called peacekeeping forces in Cambodia un­
der the flag of the United Nations. A number 
of demonstrations have taken place outside 
military bases in Tokyo and other cities in re­
cent months to oppose this decision. 

Others wanted to discuss the "plutonium 
ship" being loaded in France for shipment 
around the world to Japan. This action is 
drawing anger in Japan and throughout Asia. 
as the likelihood grows of the Japanese gov­
ernment openly stockpiling nuclear weapons 
material. 

The Japanese stock market has plummeted 
over the past year and a banking crisis is 
growing. The ruling Liberal Democratic 
Pany is being rocked by scandals that cannot 
easily be swept under the rug as the country's 
economic problems build. 

'New International' magazine 
As a result of these discussions a number 

of people decided to buy New International 
no.?. Well before the end of the fair the 
booth had sold seven copies in English and 
one in French - the entire stock - and a 
number of other people said they would 
place orders. Another seven copies of other 
issues of New International were also sold. 

One of those who bought a copy of New 
International no.? was a young student of 
Korean decent. More than 600.000 people 
of Korean descent live in Japan. They expe­
rience severe economic and social discrim­
ination. 

The student explained that he was pan of 
a group of young Koreans living in Tokyo 
who regarded themselves as socialists. They 
champion the reunification of Nonh and 
South Korea. and organize to defend the 
rights of Koreans in Japan. 

He was excited to come across Path­
finder. "I never imagined this existed in the 
United States," he said, pointing to the 
books and pamphlets on the surrounding 
shelves. He also purchased The Changing 
Face of U.S. Politics: The Proletarian Party 
and the Trade Unions. 
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Pathfinder booth at Tokyo Interna tional Book Fair. New International no. 7 on ''The 
Opening Guns of Wor ld War 01" was an especially popula r title, along with the speeches 
of Malcolm X and books by Cuban revolutionaries. 

Like this student, a number of other 
young people who stopped by the Path­
fmder booth on the first day came back later 
during the fair to discuss politics further and 
to buy books. Several came back with cop­
ies of the Pathfmder catalog marked with 
books they wanted to buy. 

A young librarian bought a copy of Mal­
colm X Talks to Young People. Later in the 
fair he returned to buy more. and said he 
had read the book. in one night. 

A rail unionist who had stopped by the 
first day rushed back an hour before the fair 
closed on the final day. "You haven't sold 
out of that Eastern Airlines book yet?" he 
asked. As well as buying The Eastern Air­
lines Strike, he bought the four-volume se­
ries by Farrell Dobbs on the struggle of the 
Midwest International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters union in the 1930's and several 
other books on U.S. labor history. 

Malcolm X 

Many young people who stopped at the 
Pathfinder booth did so because their eyes 
were caught by the display of books by and 
about Malcolm X. Some had read his auto­
biography; most had heard about him but 
had never had the opponunity to read his 
speeches. 

When asked why there was so much in­
terest. in Malcolm X in Japan, some pointed 
to the influence of rap music. Others talked 
about the racism existing in Japan itself 
against the Ainu people of nonhem Japan 
and those of Korean descent. 

"Japanese people are fascinated by peo­
ple who are rebels, and Malcolm X was the 
biggest rebel of them all," one young man 
commented. Another said, "Malcolm X is 
for everyone, not just for Blacks." 

Altogether, about 35 books by Malcolm 
X were sold. 

A number of people who came to the booth 
were imerested in discussing Cuba. Several 
explained that a documentary on the 30th an­
niversary of the Cuban missile crisis had re­
cently been shown on Japanese television. 

More than 25 titles on Cuba were sold, 
including all four copies at the booth of To 

Speak the Truth, which contains speeches 
by Cuban revolutionary leaders Fidel Cas­
tro and Emesto Che Guevara at the United 
Nations. Some people bought books featur­
ing the speeches and writings of Cuban 
leaders as a result of discussions on the 
collapse of the bureaucratic regimes in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 

Many young women headed straight to 
the shelf containing Pathfinder's women 's 
studies titles. Asked if the position of 
women was changing for the better in Ja­
pan, one said, rather hesitantly. "It is chang­
ing." She then added, "on the surface." 

Among those who visited the book fair 
were many immigrant workers and students 
from other pans of Asia, the Middle East, 
Nonh and South America, Europe, Aus­
tralia. and New Zealand. Several of Path­
finder's Spanish-and French-language titles 
were sold. 

A young iranian worker who the Path­
finder team had met at a restaurant several 
nights earlier came by and bought a Farsi­
language copy of Socialism and Man in 
Cuba by Che Guevara. 

Activists associated with political groups 
in Japan bought hundreds of dollars worth 
of Pathfinder books during the fair. But the 
interest in Pathfinder- including in the 
books it publishes by Russian revolutionary 
leader Leon Trotsky - went much broader 
than this. 

Among the books sold were three copies 
of Trotsky's Hist01y of the Russian Revolu­
tion and the two-volume set Workers of the 
World and Oppressed Peoples Unite!. 
which documents the proceedings of the 
second congress of the Communist Interna­
tional in I 920. 

Many of those who bought books said 
they planned to order more. They requested 
to be kept informed of Pathfinder's publish­
ing program. One person joined the Path­
finder Reader 's Club. 

Altogether more than $I 2,500 wonh of 
books were sold. 

Joan Shields is a member of the New Zea­
land Meat Workers Union. 

Federal indictment is issued 
in Minnesota cross burning 
BY GARY ROSE 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota - Anhur Miller, 
a St. Paul resident previously convicted in 
a cross burning case here, was indicted Oc­
tober 21 on federal charges of conspiring 
with others to interfere with a Black fami ly's 
right of access to housing by intimidation 
and threat of force. Miller and Roben 
Viktora. along with two others, constructed 
a cross and burned it in the yard of Russ and 
Laura Jones on June 21 , 1990. 

Miller was originally convicted under St. 
Paul 's "hate crime" ordinance. That law 
stated, "Whoever places on public or private 
propeny a symbol, object, appeiJation. char­
acterization, or graffiti , including, but not 
limited to, a burning cross or Nazi swastika, 
which one knows or has reasonable grounds 
to know arouses anger, alarm, or resentment 
on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 
or gender commits disorderly conduct and 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor." 
In June the U.S. Supreme Coun struck 

down the law as unconstitutional. The 
challenge to the law was brought to the coun 
by Viktora, a self-proclaimed white separat­
ist. 

Since the city of St. Paul brought charges 
against Viktora on the basis of supposed 
"speech," he got off scot-free. Vlktora was 
17 at the time of the cross burning, and as 
a juvenile will probably not face charges 
unless he is certified for adult prosecution. 

The federal misdemeanor canies a max­
imum penalty of one year in prison and a 
$ 100,000 fine. 

Miller, 18 at the time of the cross burning, 
was the only adult involved, according to 
police. He pleaded guilty one month after 
the attack to violating the hate crimes ordi­
nance and was given a 30-day term in the 
workhouse. 



Film exposes U.S. role in Panama invasion 
The PanatTUl Deception. An Empower­

ment Project production. Director: Bar­
bara Trent. Producers: Barbara Trent, 
David Casper, Nico Panigutti, and Joanne 
Doroshow. One hour and 34 minutes. 

BY SARA LOBMAN 
"We walked among the dead and saw the 

tanks run over and crush our dead. We saw 
a great number of civilian cars with whole 
families inside." - Panamanian woman. 

In the early morning hours of December 

IN REVIEW 
20, 1989,26,000 U.S. military troops invaded 
Panama. Thousands of Panamanian civilians 
were killed and wounded. Whole neighbor­
hoods were destroyed. Two weeks later, the 
U.S. occupation forces seized Panamanian 
head of state Manuel Noriega, flew him to 
Miami, and jailed him to await trial. On July 
I 0, 1992, he was sentenced to 40 years in 
prison for drug trafficking-related charges. 

The Panama Deception, produced by the 
Empowerment Project, exposes the role of 
the U.S. government during the invasion 
and documents the conditions imposed on 
working people in Panama in the years 
since. The film provides an abundance of 
interviews and film footage - some of it 
never seen before - to back up its claims. 

According to the U.S. government, the 
invasion was necessary to put a halt to mas­
sive drug trafficking allegedly being organ­
ized by Noriega. The immediate pretext was 
the shooting of a U.S. Marine, a member of 
an elite group known for provoking con­
frontations, by the Panamanian Defense 
Forces (PDF). The Panama Deception doc­
uments the history of U.S. collaboration 
with Noriega, including the many years he 
was on the CIA payroll. 

Trouble began when Noriega became in­
creasingly uncooperative in advancing the 
U.S. rulers ' objectives in Central America. 
l n 1984, for example, he hosted Latin Amer­
ican leaders at the Contadora Peace Talks. 
The talks called for an end to U.S. interven­
tion in Central America, especially in Nica­
ragua and El Salvador. 

Most importantly. the United States be­
gan to fear that its control of the Panama 
Canal would be lost. In 1978 a treaty had 
been signed that would have required that 
U.S. troops be withdrawn and U.S. military 
bases vacated by the year 2000. The canal, 
and the territory surrounding it, have been 
under U.S. control since 1903. The fi lm does 
a thorough job of detailing the history of 
U.S. colonial exploitation of Panama and 
the resistance to the U.S. occupation that 
began to peak in the I 960s, eventually lead­
ing to the 1978 treaty. 

By I986, Washington had begun a care­
fully orchestrated campaign to oust Noriega 
and to install a government more to its 
liking. The Panama Deception explains 

how the government used the media and the 
courts, imposed economic sanctions, inter­
vened in Panama's 1989 national elections, 
organized a coup, and ultimately invaded 
the country. 

The most hard-hitting part of the docu­
mentary is on the impact of the invasion 
on working-class Panamanians. Through­
out the invasion, the U.S. government 
claimed that civilian injuries were mini­
mal, and in fact that the Panamanian peo­
ple welcomed the U.S. troops. To this day 
the Pentagon insists that only 516 people 
were kil led. "l have seen no reports of U.S. 
soldiers executing anyone in Panama," 
Pentagon spokesperson Pete Williams said 
during the invasion. "That sort of behavior 
would be absolutely unprofessional, totally 
unacceptable and illegal." 

Footage of government statements such 
as this contrast sharply with shots of Pana­
manian troops and civilians being rounded 
up, and of eyewitness accounts of the exe­
cutions. Fifteen mass graves have been dis­
covered in Panama. Many of the remains are 
of young people in their teens. Of the 19 
cases of homicide and alleged executions 
that were fi led with the U.S. military, all but 
two were dismissed. 

The United Nations Human Rights Orga­
nization estimated that 2,500 people died. 
The UN condemned the invasion. 

According to one estimate, close to 7,000 
Panamanians were arrested, including trade 
union leaders, leaders of political parties, 
and cultural leaders. 

One of the primary targets of the U.S. 
bombardment was the headquarters of the 
Panamanian Defense Forces, located in the 
working-class neighborhood of El Chori­
llo. U.S. troops shelled the area for four 
hours before beginning to systematically 
bum the neighborhood down. "They would 

U.S. soldier searches refugees at camp in Balboa, Panama, in December 1989. 

throw a small device into a house and it 
would catch on ftre," explained one wit­
ness. "They burned from one street to the 
next. They coordinated the burning 
through walkie talkies." 

As a result of the invasion 20,000 Pana­
manians lost their homes. Several thousand 
were housed in two large airplane hangars 
for more than a year. Each family lived in a 
cubicle that was only I 0 feet square. 

In June 1990 The Panama Deception di­
rector Barbara Trent visited this refugee 
camp. U.S. military police initially refused 
to allow Trent and the camera crew to enter, 

and only relented when hundreds of angry 
refugees demanded the right to talk to them. 
"We're tired of being stuck inside this han­
gar, sleeping in a cot," one woman said. 
"Many o ld people are sick. There's no med­
ical attention. And the children. When are 
they going to put an end to this?" 

The Panama Deception has been opening 
in cities across the United States since a July 
30 world premiere in Los Angeles. This 
movie provides valuable insight into the 
true nature of U.S. intervention, which will 
be useful as the U.S. rul ing class drives 
toward more wars. 

Socialists debate welfare with students 
BY JON HILLSON 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota - Sharp ex­
changes punctuated nearly four hours of 
election-eve discussion between students at 
Harding High School and Socialist Workers 
congressional candidates Chris Nisan and Jo 
Rothenberg. The two candidates spoke in 
four history classes to a total of over 120 
students, most of them from the predomi­
nantly white, working-class neighborhood 
of East St. Paul. 

The high school was a scene of protest 
earlier this year when Black and white stu­
dents demonstrated against a teacher who 
drew racist caricatures of Blacks. The 
teacher, and several administrators, were 
reassigned as a result of the student ac­
tions. Racist and white supremacist orga­
nizations, such as White Aryan Resistance 
and the Ku Klux Klan, claim supporters 
in the school. 

The overwhelming majority of the stu-

dents Nisan and Rothenberg addressed 
worked full- or pan -time jobs, some of them 
in nearby factories. 

In every class. several of these students 
pointedly opposed "welfare cheats." ''I al­
ready have three part-time jobs," one stu­
dent said, "Why should I pay for somebody 
to have more children and buy a car, some­
one who just sits home and collects a 
check?" 

"You know who gets the bulk of 'wel­
fare'?" socialist candidate Nisan responded. 
"The corporations, agribusiness, the mili­
tary, and the banks, in the form of debt 
service, that's who. There 's welfare for the 
rich, and you subsidize it, while the Demo­
crats and Republicans hunt around for some 
so-called cheat they can publicize to divert 
you from identifying your real enemy. 

"I grew up on welfare," Nisan, a 
switchperson on the Burlington Northern 
railroad, explained. "We had nothing. We 

didn't have a car, and we certainly didn't 
get rich. My mother had multiple sclerosis. 
She couldn 't work. You think she didn't 
deserve something? And who is the typical 
·welfare mother '? Think about who you 
imagine it is. And then realize it 's a 24-
year-old, single, white mother. See how 
they trick you?" 

Continuing debate on the question of wel­
fare led to discussion on the $4 trillion 
federal deficit, which some students sug­
gested ought to be paid by ' 'every Ameri­
can." 

" It's not 'our deficit.' Working people 
didn't create it, working people don't have 
any obligation to honor it," Rothenberg re­
sponded, to the surprise of many students. 

Media demands access to refugees 

"Why should we sacrifice to pay off the 
billionaires and bankers? It's the govern­
ment that's defaulted on working people, not 
the other way around. All this sacrifice 
we're being called on to make gets us pre­
pared for the ultimate sacrifice the govern­
ment will force us into, going to war for the 
profits of the rich." 

''What's wrong with that? I'm ready to 
go,'' one student retorted. ''War is basically 
killing over money," another student re­
plied. "Yeah, right now you can tell they're 
polishing up their guns," a third student 
interjected. 

Continued from Page 3 
the burning down of 12 of the temporary 
structures built to house 20 people each. 

Earlier this year, prior to the forced repa­
triations, the Guantanamo camp held up to 
12,000 Haitians. Since the military coup in 
September 199 I that overthrew Haiti 's 
elected president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
about 40,000 Haitians have tried to reach 
the United States by boat. 

Forced HIV testing of all the Haitians 
held at the Guantanarno base began last 
December. 

In February, a special quarantine camp 
was set up on the base for all those who 
tested HTV-positive. In April these refugees 

·were officially informed about their status. 
On Good Friday the internees were herded 

into an airport hangar on the base where Hai­
tians about to fly to the United States are usu­
ally processed, and their HlV status was 
rudely announced to them by military author­
ities over a loudspeaker. "All heLl broke 
loose. The whole place just became chaotic," 
an interpreter on the scene told the Washing­
ton Post. People were "throwing things, 
screaming, knocking over cots." 

In early September the INS granted three 
of the HIV-infected Haitians "humanitarian 

parole," allowing them to enter the United 
States for medical treatment. One of these 
"parolees," 26-year-old Rigaud Milenette, 
after being released from the Bethesda Na­
val hospital, has been forced to remain at 
the INS's immigration detention center in 
New York. 

Anti-Haitian prejudice 

In the 1980s anti-Haitian prejudice was 
consciously promoted by the U.S. govern­
ment, which attempted to brand all Haitians 
as potential spreaders of AIDS. The Food 
and Drug Administration, which oversees 
the nation's blood supply, banned blood do­
nations in 1984 from Haitians who entered 
the United States after 1977. In February 
1990 the ban was extended to aU Haitians 
entering the U.S. before 1977 as well. 

In protest, thousands of Haitian workers 
led a march of more than 50,000 people 
through the streets of New York in April 
1990. 

Meanwhile, as the U.S. Supreme Court 
prepares to hear oral arguments on the con­
stitutionality of Bush's Haitian refugee pol­
icy, the number of Haitians once again seek­
ing to reach the United States aboard smaLL 
boats is on the rise. More than 700 Haitians 

were intercepted by U.S. Coast Guard cut­
ters on the high seas in October, nearly 
double the number picked up between June 
and September. 

"My fundamental concern is that Haiti 
could be the first big foreign crisis LPresi­
dent-elect William] Clinton faces,'' a U.S. 
State Department official lamented to the 
New York Times. Clinton stated during his 
presidential campaign that he favored grant­
ing Haitians temporary refugee status in the 
United States until constitutional rule re­
turns to that island. 

Labor news 
in the Militant 

The Militant stays on top of the 
most important developments in 
the labor movement. It has corre­
spondents who work in the mines, 
mills, and shops where the events 
are breaking. You won't miss any 
of it if you subscribe. See the ad 
on page 2 of this issue for sub­
scription rates. 

In a couple of classes, one or two students 
sought to monopolize the d iscussion, repeat­
edly attacking "welfare cheats." 

"You've got to stop looking for scape­
goats, blaming your problems on fellow 
workers," Nisan asserted. "The way this 
economy is collapsing, one day you're go­
ing to need some kind of help, so you better 
start thinking about who your allies really 
are." 

A couple of young women approached 
Rothenberg, telling her after one class, "We 
agree with everything you say, but some­
times it's hard to talk here." 

In another class. a young Black student 
who had helped lead the antiracist fight in 
the school earlier in the year agreed openly 
with the socialist candidates, defending so­
cial programs and opposing Washington's 
war drive. 

"The problem in this school isn't the 30 
organized skinheads," he explained later, 
" its the people they influence. But you can 
talk to them and win them away from the 
skinheads." 

November 27, 1992 The Militant 11 



-MILITANT LABOR FORUMS----- - - -----
The Militant Labor Forum is a weekly 

free-speech meeting for workers, farmers. 
youth. and others. All those seeking to 
advance the fight against injustice and 
exploitation should attend and part ici­
pate in these discussions on issues of im­
portance to working people. 

At the Militant Labor Forum you can 
express your opinion. listen to the views 
of fellow fighters. and exchange ideas on 
how to best advance the interests of work­
ers and farmers the world over. 

GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
The Fagbt Against Discrimination in Housing. 
Speakers: Brad Parks. plaintiff in discrimination 
suit against Goldsboro Apartments in Atlanta; Joe 
Shifalo, director, Metro Fair Housing; spokesper­
son, Socialist Workers Party. Sat., Nov. 21, 7:30 
p.m. 172 Trinity Ave. (one block from Gamel! 
Marta). Donation: $3. Tel: (404) 577-4065. 

IOWA 
Des Moines 
Celebrate Publication of New Malcolm X 
Book and Help Reconstruct the Pathfinder 
Printshop. Sat.. Nov. 2 1. 2105 Forest Ave. Do­
nation: $3. Tel: (515) 246-8249. 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 
Che Guevara and the Fight for Socialism To-

day. Speaker: Martin Koppel. Pathfinder Press 
editor, recently returned from Cuba. Sat., Nov. 
21,7:30 p.m. 2905 Greenmount Ave. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (410) 235-0013. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
The War Drive Continues Against Workers at 
Home and Abroad. Speaker: James Harris, So­
cialist Workers Party National Committee. Sat., 
Nov. 21, dinner 6 p.m., program 7:30p.m. 508 
N. Snelling Ave. Donation: dinner $4, program 
$3. Tel: (6 12) 644-6325. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
The Fight for J obs: Eyewitness Report from 
Br itain on the Miners• Fight against Mine 
Closings. Speaker: Clay Dennison, laid-off 
member of United Mine Workers of America 
who recently visited Britain. Sat.. Nov. 21, 7:30 
p.m. 2000-C S. Elm-Eugene Street. Donation: 
$4. Tel: (919) 272-5996. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Pittsburgh 
South Africa: Revolutionary Strategy in Ac­
tion. Speaker: Urmilla Bob, member of the Af­
rican National Congress and the South African 
Democratic Teachers Union. Sat.. Nov. 21, 7:30 
p.m. 4905 Penn Ave. Donation: $3. Tel: (412) 
362-6767. 

TEXAS 
Houston 
The '92 Elections: A Socia list View. Speaker: 
Norton Sandler, Business and Promotions direc­
tor, Pathfinder Press. Sat., Nov. 21, 7:30 p.m. 
4806 Almeda. Donation: $3. Tel: (713) 522-8054. 
Malcolm X: Internat ionalist Working Class 
Fighter. Speaker, video of Malcolm X's 
speeches, discussion on new Spike Lee movie. 
Sat., Dec. 5, 7:30 p.m. 4806 Almeda. Donation: 
$3. Tel: (713) 522-8054. 

• 
AUSTRALIA 
Sydney 
Victorian State Antj·Labor Campaign: An At­
tack on All Workers. Sat., Nov. 21, 6 p.m. 66 
Albion St., Surry Hills. Donation: $3. Tel: 02-
281-3297. 

CANADA 
Toronto 
Solidarity With Str iking Workers Today. 
Speakers: Roger Annis, just returned from Mili­
tant reporting team to Yellowknife gold miners' 
strike, member of Canadian Auto Workers union: 
Pizza Pizaa striker: others. Sat., Nov. 21 , 7:30 
p.m. 827 Bloor St. West. Donation: $4. Tel: (416) 
533-4324. 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik 
Open House. Meet Andile Yawa of the African 
National Congress Youth League. president of 
World Federation of Democratic Youth. Sat.. 
Nov. 21. Klapparstfg 26. Tel: (91 ) 17513. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Child Abuse and Democrat ic Rights. Speaker: 
Member of Communist League. Sat., Nov. 2 1. 7 
p.m. La Gonda Arcade, 203 Karangahape Rd . 
Donation: $3. Tel: (9) 379-3075. 
The Sealords Deal and the Fight for Maori 
Rights. Sat .. Nov. 28, 7 p.m. La Gonda Arcade, 
203 Karangahape Rd. Donation: $3. Tel: (9) 
379-3075. 

Christchurch 
Child Abuse and Democratic Rights. Sat.. Nov. 
2 1. 7 p.m. 593a Colombo St. (upstairs). Tel: (3) 
356-6055. 
The Sealords Deal and the Fight for Maori 
Rights. Sat.. Nov. 28, 7 p.m. 593a Colombo St. 
(upstairs). Donation $3. Tel: (3) 356-6055. 

Wellington 
Tokyo Book Fair. Pathfinder representative re­
ports back. Sun., Nov. 22, 4 p.m. 23 Majoribanks 
St .. Courtenay Pl. Donation $3. Tel: (4) 384-
4205. 
Child Abuse and Democratic Rights. Sat., Nov. 
28, 7 p.m. 23 Majoribanks St., Courtenay Pl. 
Donation $3. Tel: (4) 384-4205. 

U.S. tariffs on Europe raise the threat of trade war 
Continued from front page 
producer of oilseeds. Forty percent of the 
2.5 million acres of land in Gennany planted 
with oilseeds is s ituated in poorer sections 
of what used to be East Gennany. 

In hopes of reaching a compromise agree­
ment with Washington, the EC authorized 
its agriculture commissioner, Ray Mac­
Sharry, to reopen negotiations. MacSharry 
had earlier quit his post as the EC's top 
negotiator on farm issues, charging that 
Jacques Delors, president of the European 
Commission - the executive body of the 
European Community - was sabotaging 
efforts to reach a settlement. 

Delors, a Frenchman, who according to 
the Wall Street Journal"seems to have am­
bitions to succeed Mr. [Fran9ois) Mitterand 
as president" of France when elections are 
held in 1995, has come in for some harsh 
c riticism from leading spokespeople for 
Gennany's capitalist rulers. 

" Delors equals chauvinism, protection­
ism and selfishness," stated Michael 

Fuchs, president of the Federation of Ger­
man Wholesale and Foreign Trade, at a 
news conference in Bonn. 

Hoping to help settle the oilseed dispute 
and salvage the six-year-long trade talks, 
GAIT director-general Arthur Dunkel an­
nounced November 10 that he would be 
conducting his own shuttle diplomacy be­
tween Washington and Brussels, where the 
EC is headquartered. 

"This is looking increasingly like a piv­
otal moment in the post-cold-war era," 
warned the November 10 Financial Times. 
"An intrinsically trivial d ispute over oil­
seeds could lead to the disintegration of the 
Uruguay Round and even of the GAIT; it 
could drive the U.S. from the EC; it could 
create serious friction within the EC; and it 
could imperil world prosperity." 

Even if a compromise agreement on the 
oilseed dispute is successfully reached, there 
are a growing number of other trade disputes 
that could themselves lead to a major trade 
war. 

"The [U.S.) government has been telling 

Northwest Airlines presses concessions 
BY KIP HEDGES They get the money, then Jay you off o r 

close down anyway." 

KipHedgesisamemberoflAM Local /833 
in the Twin Cities. 

business groups for years to hold their fire 
on a long list of trade complaints while the 
talks were moving toward an agreement that 
would dismantle trade barriers," the Wall 
Street Journal stated. "But patience is wear­
ing thin, and many U.S. businesses are be­
coming more inclined to press the govern­
ment to retaliate .... 

"If world trade cooperation continues to 
deteriorate, killing the negotiation process, 
trade brushfires could proliferate globally." 

The U.S. rice industry, for example, has an­
nounced plans to seek punitive action against 
Japan's ban on rice imports. The industry is 
also looking into the possibility of imposing 
sanctions against South Korea and the EC. 

U.S.-based Chrysler Corp. recently an­
nounced plans to take legal action against 
the European Community in response to the 
EC's decision to impose a 10 percent import 
duty on diesel-engined Chrysler Voyager 
vehicles produced in Austria. 

Robert Eaton, Chrysler's chainnan-elect, 
also plans to seek an increase in U.S. duties 
on European car imports from their present 
level of 2.5 percent to I 0 percent. 

'Free trade' aggression 
While rai ling against other's trade restric­

tions, the U.S. government itself maintains 
more than 8,000 tariffs and 3,000 import 
quotas on a whole range of products. Wash­
ington, like all its capitalist competitors, 

applies these tariffs to promote its economic 
interests throughout the world. The huge 
size of the U.S. market g ives Washington 
tremendous leverage in conducting this eco­
nomic warfare. 

Washington's "free trade" aggression has 
a particularly devastating effect on Third 
World countries where economic develop­
ment has been stunted by decades of impe­
rialist exploitation. Many Third World cap­
italists are dependent on having access to 
U.S. markets for the ir products and also rely 
on protectionist measures to enable newly 
developed industries to survive. 

"While the U.S. is on the moral high 
ground on the oilseeds issue, the U.S. is 
taking the low road on several other trade 
issues," the Wall Street Journal points out. 

Washington recently imposed import 
quotas for the first time on textiles from 
Lebanon, Lesotho, and even Laos, which is 
one of the world's poorest countries. The 
United States has initiated an unfair trade 
practice investigation against Indonesia's 
tariffs on log exports. U.S. phannaceutical 
companies are making plans to retaliate 
against India and Brazil. And a dumping 
duty was recently imposed on computer 
memory chips from South Korea. 

Meanwhile, Washington continues to 
press for substantial and immediate cuts in 
tariffs applied by the Caribbean Community 
against imports from other countries . 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota- Northwest Air­
lines recently announced that it was with­
drawing the last $107 million from a $600 
million line of credit that had been extended 
to it by the banks. A spokesman for the 
airline explained that it was taking the step 
to impress upon the Inte rnationa l Associa­
tion of Machinists (lAM) the urgent need 
for concessions from the 26,000 union 
members that it represents. 

- IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP---

Northwest has laid off hundreds of me­
chanics, revenue accounting employees, tick­
et agents, and others in the past few months. 
Many of the mechanics being laid off are for­
mer Eastern, Midway, and Pan Am employ­
ees. In order to take jobs at Northwest 's Min­
neapolis maintenance base workers sold 
homes, moved families, and exhausted finan­
c ial resources. The layoffs have left many of 
them trapped in the Twin Cities with the holi­
days approaching. The union has scheduled a 
mass collection from its 10,000 local mem­
bers to help ease the crunch. 

Newspaper reports are portraying conces­
sions by the unions at Northwest as a fore­
gone conclus ion. 

Some lAM members have resigned them­
selves to givebacks as a way of saving their 
jobs. "We've all got to pull together to save 
this airl ine. If we don't take paycuts we won't 
have any jobs at all,'' said one ramp worker. 

Other workers are wearing buttons which 
read, "No Cuts - No Givebacks - No Way." 
A fonner Eastern Airlines striker explained 
this " looks very familiar. Lorenzo hit us with 
layoffs. He threatened us. He tried to black­
mail us. All to soften us up." 

A baggage handler who had been 
through several layoffs in the 1980s said, 
"Concessions never saved anyone's job. 

Where to fmd Pathfmder books and 
distributors of the Mililont, Perspectiva 
Mundial, New International, Nouvelle In­
ternotionale, and Nueva lnternacional. 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingham: I l l 21st St. 

South. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-3079, 328-
3314. 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2546 W. Pico 
Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460. 380-
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Tel: (415) 282-6255. 
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30303. Tel: (404) 577-4065. 
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Walnut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. 
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P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: (91) 175 13. 

MEXICO 
Mexico City: Apdo. Postal27-575, Col. Roma 

Sur. Mexico D.F. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland : La Gonda Arcade. 203 Karan­

gahape Road. Postal Address: P.O. Box 3025. Tel: 
(9) 379-3075. 

Christchurch: 593a Colombo St. (upstairs). 
Postal address: P.O. Box 22-530. Tel : (3) 365-
6055. 

Wellington: 23 Majoribanks St.. Courtenay 
Pl. Postal address: P.O. Box 9092. Tel: (4) 384-
4205. . 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St 

Eriksplan). Postal code: S-1 13 42. Tel: (08) 31 
69 33. 
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it. They can't be repaired. Who'd want a patched-up tire 

anyway? - Bridgestone has de-

Harry 
Ring 

signed a tire guaranteed to run for 
50 miles at 55 m.p.h. after you get 
a flat. It will be available only for 
the Corvette. A set of tires, and the 
special wheels on which they're 
mounted, will cost $5,000. A fine­
print note- if you get a flat, forget 

Hunt that witch -In Snell­
ville, Georgia, the police slated a 
pre-Halloween public seminar on 
satanism. The previous year, sa­
tanic symbols were sprayed on the 
walls of a home used as a haunted 
house. The seminar was to advise 
parents what kind of clothing, mu­
sic and jewelry teen satanists are 
into, as well as what kind of sym­
bols they're likely to doodle in 
their notebooks. 

up, attributing the increase to the 
economic slump. Fewer people are 
going to work, eating out, or going 
shopping, so the number of acci­
dent claims have dropped. 

The family-values system -
"Los Angeles Superior Court is 
seeking volunteers to work with 
paralegals and attorneys in helping 
domestic violence victims to fill out 
temporary restraining order forms." 
-Involvement Opportunities col­
umn, Los Angeles Times. 

are more realistic than other fashion 
dolls. Curiously, Happy's skin is 
fair, her eyes blue and her generous 
shock: of hair reddish blond. And 
while her other proportions may be 
more realistic, her arms seem to be 
on the anorexic side. 

Impress the vet - From Kenn­
sington & Worth, a pet carrying 
case of English bridle leather and 
nylon, with solid brass fixtures. 
$475. 

the Los Angeles Times. The ranks 
of the tax-dodging driveway entre­
preneurs are growing, says a Times 
investigative reporter who spent 
several weekends on the case. But 
numbers are hard to come by 
because the operators are "secre­
tive." 

T he perfect neighbor - "It 
looks like a rummage sale. And 
then you get all these yokels com­
ing through the area with their 
clunker cars and stacking a bunch 
of crap on top of them"- com­
plaint about garage sales by a prop­
erty owners' spokesman in Hunt­
ington Beach, an upscale southern 
California coastal town. 

But no reduced premiums-
20th Century Industries, a major 
Los Angeles-area auto insurance 
company, reports that its profits are 

Who's "me"? -An ad for the 
"Happy to be Me" doll says it "pro­
motes positive self-esteem in young 
girls'' because its body proportions 

No wonder there's a slump -
Neighborhood garage sales have 
become a business that "generates 
millions of dollars but no reve­
nue,'' warns a front-page story in 

Detroit cops beat man to death, sparking protests 
BYJOHNSARGE 

DETROIT- Three hundred people 
marched and rallied in downtown Detroit 
November 8, to protest police brutality. 

The march, originally called as part of a 
national campaign against violence in inner­
city communities, turned into the first or­
ganized public protest of the cop murder of 
Malice Green three days earlier. 

Young people led the marchers down 
Woodward Avenue carrying signs and 
chanting "No justice, no peace" and "Fired 
up, can't take it anymore." 

The rally was addressed by a range of 
officials and leaders of organizations includ­
ing the Southern Christian Leadership Con­
ference, NAACP (National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People), and 
Urban League. Speakers who addressed the 
problem of cop brutality head on received 
the strongest applause from rally partici­
pants. 

Alan Martin, from Detroit Save Our Sons 
and Daughters, captured the mood of the 
crowd when he pointed out, "This is not the 
first time we've had police brutality or po­
lice killings." 

Green, a 35-year-old laid-off steelworker 
who was Black, was beaten to death by a 
gang of Detroit police at I 0:30p.m. on War­
ren Avenue, a major street in the near south­
west section of the city. 

Two plainclothes cops in an unmarked car 
pulled Green over and demanded his driv­
er's license and registration as he was drop­
ping off a friend at his home. 

As Green reached into his glove compart­
ment the two cops started to beat him on the 
head and face with three-pound metal flash­
lights. As the beating continued at least five 
other officers, including a supervisor, ar­
rived and took: part in or watched the attack. 
The supervisor is Black:, the others are 
white. 

Workers leaving the nearby Thorn Apple 
Valley Smoked Meats plant, local residents, 
some of whom begged the cops to stop, and 
four Detroit emergency medical technicians 
witnessed the assault or part of it. One of 
the EMS technicians sent a computer mes­
sage to a supervisor: ''What should I do if I 
witness police brutality/murder?" 

Residents protest 
The murder of Green has led residents 

of this working-class neighborhood which 
is overwhelmingly Black, to gather at the 
site of the killing together with working 
people from throughout the area to discuss 
cop brutality and what can be done about 
it. 

The murder site itself has become a center 
of the protests against police violence. Peo­
ple post up memorials to Malice Green, 
notes and letters, and signs. A mural has 
been painted. The gravel that someone 
spread to cover the blood stains on the street 
was rapidly hidden by flowers . 

More than 1,000 people showed up at the 
funeral home November 11 and 2,000 
packed the Hartford Baptist Church the next 
day for the funeral service. Many did not 
know the Green family but turned out as a 
way to protest cop brutality. 

Discussions are going on in work places 
throughout the area. Members of the United 
Auto Workers and the United Food and 
Commercial Workers unions, report that pe­
titions protesting the cop murder are c ircu­
lating at their work sites. 

The NAACP has called a public forum 
on poHce brutality. A dozen ministers and 
five churches have announced that they are 

organizing a local religious co­
alition to help people press mis­
conduct charges against the po­
lice. 

The city government moved 
quickly to try to defuse the 
growing anger as word of the 
killing got out. Police chief 
Stanley Knox held a press con­
ference November 6 announc­
ing the suspension without pay 
of seven cops, including the su­
pervisor, who were on the 
scene. Mayor Coleman Young, 
decried the police brutality. 

Young told the Detroit Free 
Press. "I didn't think, frankly, 
that something like those could 
happen in Detroit. I thought we 
were past that." 

The killing of Green has 
thrown a spotlight on the real 
face of the cops and the brutality 
they mete out to working peo­
ple, day in and day out. Militant/John Sarge 

Local residents who gathered 
near the scene of Green's death 
spoke of how the cops act every 

November 8 protest against killing of Malice Green 

day. The two cops who first stopped Green, 
Larry Nevers and Walter Budzyn, are 
known in the community as ''Starsky and 
Hutch,'' nicknamed after two TV cops re­
nowned for their hostile and violent meth­
ods. 

Debra, a life-long resident of the neigh­
borhood, explained, "Those two would ter­
rorize people anytime they wanted." " In 
fact," she added, "all the narcs would beat 
you up. They beat up my husband, who 
works for Ford." 

Another resident said the cops, using the 
excuse of fighting drugs, ride around in vans 
after 5 p.m. wearing black ski masks, "with 
no badges, no nothing. They jump out, 
throw us up against the wall, hit us, threaten 
us, and we can't identify them. It's happened 
to me and they did it to my son as he came 
out of a barber shop." 

Marvin Morris said, "Two Michigan state 
police beat me up while I was driving home 
from my father-in-law's funeral back in 
I 986. I had witnesses but could not get any 
action," Morris is in his late 50s. 

Accounts like these are told on street 
comers and on the job throughout the city. 

City pays millions in lawsuits 

In 1990 the City of Detroit paid out $12 
million to settle lawsuits against police mis­
conduct. This is even higher than the $9 
million the city of Los Angeles paid out that 
same year. 

In 1989, complaints of brutality by 254 
citizens were filed with the DetrQit Police 
Commission. Only nine charges were "sub­
stantiated" and sent to the police department 
for action. The commission said it did not 
know the outcome of any of the cases. 

Brutality charges against some of the 
cops involved in this murder date back to 
1973. Nevers was one of five officers in­
volved in shooting an unarmed woman in 
the back, killing her, and then claiming she 
had a gun. The city paid out more than 
$250,000 to her daughter. 

That killing occurred while Nevers was a 
member of STRESS, a decoy squad that 
killed 20 people in three years during the 
early 1970s. That unit was disbanded in 
1974 following massive protests. 

The city government has paid out at least 
four court awards against the two cops who 
initiated the beating of Green. More than 25 

complaints have been lodged against each of 
them, none of which have been sustained. 

Green's family has filed a $61 million 
lawsuit, naming the city, the chief of police, 
and nine cops for the murder. 

James Harris, Socialist Workers candidate 
for U.S. Congress in the recent election, de­
manded "that every cop involved in the kill­
ing of Malice Green be indicted and prose­
cuted to the fullest extent of the law. The cops 
must be charged with murder and placed be-

hind bars were they belong. That means all 
the cops who were at the scene, not just the 
two who began the beating of Green." 

He pointed out that "one of the lessons of 
the Rodney King beating case is that without 
a protest campaign, the courts and prosecu­
tors, who work with the police day in and day 
out, will let the brutalizers go free." 

More than a week after the beating death 
of Malice Green, no charges had been filed 
against the cops. 
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Prime Minister Harold Wilson's devalu­
ation of the British pound is another blow 
by the Labour government against British 
workers, aimed solely at protecting the in­
terests of finance capitalism. It will raise 
British prices on essential consumer goods, 
including food and gasoline, thus lowering 
the already declining standard of living 
caused by a year and a half of recession. 

Furthermore the British devaluation 
threatens to intensify the recessionary pres­
sures in the U.S. economy; it will drive U.S. 
interest rates even beyond their present SO­
year highs; and it has already been seized 
on by Lyndon Johnson and the capitalist 
press as a new excuse to raise taxes. 

Behind the dramatic impact of the deval­
uation of the pound lies the interconnection 
of the world capitalist economies, of their 
main currencies, and of world gold reserves. 
The devaluation reflects a stagnation of the 
world capitalist market, which has been de­
veloping since early 1965. 
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We hear a great deal these days about how 

the women of the United States are "doing 
their bit." Making guns and ammunition, 
operating lathes, milling machines and drill 
presses, setting up tools, working on ships, 
in steel factories and aircraft plants -
women are entering industry in greater num­
bers than men, and are rapidly replacing 
them in the most skilled types of jobs. 

Reports of the U.S. Department of Labor 
show that in Sept., 1942 almost IS million 
women were employed, and that one-fifth 
of these were working in war industries. By 
the end of this year, an additional one-half 
million will join them. 

Secretary of Labor Perkins last week: low­
ered the age requirement to permit girls 16 
and 17 years old to work in war plants. The 
War and Navy Departments had requested 
this action on the grounds that continuation 
of the 18-year minimum for women "would 
impair seriously the conduct of government 
business by retarding essential production." 

Every woman from California to New 
York who has applied for work in these new 
fields knows about the double standard of 
wages. For the same jobs that pay men 
anywhere from 75¢ to $1.10 an hour, 
women are offered from 45¢ to 60¢. 

The Women's Bureau of the Department 
of Labor reveals that in nearly all cases, the 
lowest rate for men was always at lea'>t 10¢ 
above the highest rate for women. Women 
do the same work, do it just as well - in 
fact, expens claim that in certain types of 
work, such as the handling of precision 
instruments, women show greater aptitude 
and accuracy - yet almost without excep­
tion they are paid less. This amounts to a 
wage cut. 
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-EDITORIALS 

Capitalist rivalry and trade wars 
Washington's move to impose $300 million worth of 

trade sanctions, beginning December 5, on European white 
wine, cooking oil , and pet food ingredients raises the 
prospect of a trade war that would significantly deepen the 
current worldwide depression, with devastating effects on 
workers and farmers throughout the world. 

The Financial Times aptly called this dispute "a pivotal 
moment" warning that "an intrinsically trivial dispute over 
oilseeds ... . could imperil world prosperity." 

The New York Times, on the other hand, hailed the Bush 
administration's decision to impose retaliatory tariffs 
against Europe, c laiming " immense risks have to be taken" 
when the U.S. government's "credibility" is at stake. "Eu­
rope triggered this trouble," stated the Times. "Now it is 
up to Europe to keep an ugly skirmish from turning into 
global disaster." 

Even if the current trade row over oilseeds is settled 
before the December 5 deadline, Washington has won a 
big victory as a divided Europe hesitated in face of threat­
ened trade sanctions by the United States This will only 
embolden Washington to exert its tremendous economic 
weight even more aggressive ly. This pattern of events 
makes an all out trade war all the more likely each time it 
happens - if not this time then the next time, or the time 
after that. 

Commentators in the big business news media would 
have us believe that blame for this imminent trade war lies 
with French working farmers because of their stubborn 
refusal to accede to U.S.-demanded production cuts. They 
attempt to pit French farmers against U.S. working farm­
ers, while both face sharpening attacks from the capitalist 
rulers on their rights and living standards. 

However, working farmers, whether in the United States 
or Europe, are not involved in international trade. They 
sell their products to giant capitalist trading monopolies. 
In the United States they are beholden to companies such 
as Cargill and Continental. which in 1991 handled one-half 
of all grain exported from tl)e United States. 

The United States and France are the top food exporting 
nations of the world. Trade conflicts between them, as well 
as with other capitalist rivals, result from stiffening com-

petition over access to foreign markets for their goods. 
The collapse of world trade in the 1990s would be even 

more devastating than was the case during the depression 
of the 1930s. World merchandise exports have expanded 
more than 350 percent since 1975 alone. In many countries 
trade represents a huge sum in proportion to the gross 
national product (GNP). With Germany. for example, trade 
equals one third of its GNP. 

The oilseed d ispute points out the irrationality of capi­
talism in another way as well: While Washington and 
imperialist powers of Europe argue about the overproduc­
tion of agricultural products that can be profitably sold on 
the European market, and how much to cut it back, millions 
around the world - above all in Africa - face starvation 
and malnutrition because they cannot purchase these very 
products. 

The dispute among the European countries over how to 
respond to the threatened U.S. trade sanctions, coming on 
top of the currency crisis in Europe and the battles around 
ratification of the Maastricht treaty, show why European 
economic and political unity is further away than ever. 

Washington's vast arsenal of protectionist measures, 
together with its demand for "free trade" for products 
abroad, are designed to help capitalist traders and com­
mercial bankers in the United States get a bigger share of 
markets abroad for investing capital and seUing commod­
ities, and thereby maximizing their profits. 

Both protectionism and free trade are weapons in the 
increasingly sharp compet.ition between the capitalist rul­
ing families in different countries to maintain their profit 
rates. Such escalating trade wars point ultimately toward 
shooting wars between the competing nations, the results 
of which would be unthinkable. 

Workers and exploited farmers worldwide have nothing 
to gain by tying their fate to the aggressive trading policies 
of their capitalist masters. 

What working people need is growing international 
solidarity across borders to counter the capitalist rulers' 
inexorable drive toward war. 

Open U.S. borders to Haitians! 
The lawsuit filed by several journalists and news pub­

lications against four U.S. government agencies demand­
ing media access to 290 Haitians still held at the U.S. naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, highlights Washington's 
continuing criminal policy toward Haitian refugees. 

Since last May, the U.S. military has been holding 
virtually incommunicado those Haitians who have tested 
positive for HIV. They had previously been cleared by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service to enter the United 
States to pursue their political asylum claims. Many have 
been held in detention camps for almost a year. 

These Haitians have faced a strong-arm response to 
several demonstrations they have organized protesting the 
prison-like conditions under which they are being held. 

For the past half year, the U.S. government has carried 
out a policy of virtual piracy on the high seas, seizing in 
international waters all Haitians fleeing military repression 
in their country, destroying their boats, and forcibly return­
ing them directly to Haiti. Those being returned face the 
wrath of that country's military rulers, including beatings 
and possible death. 

Since the September 1991 military coup that overthrew 
Haiti 's democratically elected president, Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, approximately 40,000 Haitians have attempted to 

reach U.S. shores by boat. The numbers continuing to make 
this trip are once again on the rise. 

Washington has a double standard when it comes to 
refugees from Haiti. While welcoming Cuban refugees 
with open arms, Washington has slammed the door shut 
against Haitians. While taking steps to tighten the embargo 
against Cuba with the recent passage of the Torricelli bill, 
Washington has gone out of its way to weaken the effec­
tiveness of the economic embargo announced by the Or­
ganization of American States against Haiti. 

President-elect Clinton said during his election cam­
paign that he disagreed with the Bush administration policy 
of turning back Haitian boat people without first giving 
them a hearing. But what's needed are not just more 
hearings and drawn out procedures for obtaining asylum, 
but the opening of the U.S. borders to all Haitian refugees 
fleeing political repression and the horrendous conditions 
of life under military rule. 

Working people should demand: 
• End the policy of forced repatriations! 
• Political asylum for all Haitian refugees! 
• Maintain and strengthen the economic embargo of 

Haiti! 

Help sub drive, Novack Fund! 
Continued from Front Page 
The drive, which has lagged significantly in most areas, 
will end December 5. 

Supporters in Sweden, the Twin Cities. Houston, and 
Toronto have over the last few days raised their goals to 
help take the drive over the top. Socialist raifworkers in 
the United Transportation Union have likewise raised their 
goal. These extra efforts are needed to ensure the successful 
completion of the drive. 

Every single reader of the Militant can play his or her 
part by making this effort come to fruition. Carry an extra 
paper or two and subscription cards with you; sell a 
subscription to a coworker or fellow student, to family 
members or friends; join in the organized subscription sales 
teams at literature tables, door-to-door visits on weekends 
or at other times, on campuses, or political events. You can 
do so by contacting supporters listed on page 12. Make a 
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pledge to the George Novack Fund, or maybe bump up a 
pledge you've already made; send in your payment as soon 
as a soon as possible before December I; talk to coworkers 
about throwing in a donation. 

The Militant will cover the progress of the two drives, 
step by step, over the next three weeks. 

Success in these two efforts will mean a bigger long­
tenn readership for the Militant, and will allow the Path­
finder printshop to get up and running, making the best 
use of the new facilities. 

Your help is essential. It will make the difference! 

George Fyson 

~ 
Managing Editor 

Textile workers 
fight against 
12-hour day 
BY LISA AHLBERG 
AND DANNY BOOHER 

LAWRENCE, Massachusetts - " If you vote for the 12 
hours, you' ll take a giant step backward into the 19th 
century," say the signs posted by union members at the 
Malden Mills factory here. 

Members of the International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union (lLGWU) Locals 311 and 533 are trying to find an 
effective way to fight against the imposition of a 12-hour 

UNION TALK 
workday and other concessions the company is demanding 
in the upcoming contract. The current contract, covering 
l ,500 workers, expires November 30. 

On November 11 , Veterans Day, workers sent the com­
pany a message on their 12-hour day proposal. Veterans 
Day is an "optional vacation day" in the mill. Workers can 
stay home but without pay. Most union members work 
because we need the money. But this time we told the 
bosses we were staying home. 

Supervisors in some divisions threatened to suspend all 
weekend overtime in retaliation. Most workers defied these 
threats and stayed out anyway even though many rely on 
overtime to make ends meet. The mill was forced to shut 
down all three shifts in most divisions in the plant. This 
action had an impact inside the union as well as on the 
company. 

Union paper sparks discussion 

The union negotiating committee distributes a periodic 
''bargaining report" in English and Spanish titled Textile 
Workers Times. Its headline the week prior to Veterans 
Day read, "Company rejects Union Proposal ... . Union 
will consider 12-Hour Day." It argued that job security was 
an important issue and that " in order to protect our jobs 
and to create an atmosphere that will encourage Malden 
Mills to continue to expand in Lawrence, the committee 
would enter into negotiations over the 3-day week/12-hour 
day proposal." 

After the paper came out dozens of workers from the 
first and third shifts went to the cafeteria to discuss with 
the local union president the status of negotiations and to 
request a membership meeting to diScuss the proposed 
12-hour day. 

The following issue of Textile Workers Times was head­
lined, "Union Demands 8-hour Day." It reported that the 
"committee members told the company that the company's 
current proposal for a 12-hour day was unacceptable to the 
membership." 

Malden Mills is a highly profitable manufacturer of 
luxury fabrics and upholstery with several plants in New 
England. 

The company is currently demanding a 12-hour day, 
increases in payments for health benefits, a sharp cut in 
vacation days from 10 to 4, and work rules changes. They 
are offering a measly 2 percent increase over the next three 
years. Most workers earn between $9 and $ 12 an hour. 

12-hou.r workday would be setback 

The company proposes that union members work 3 days 
on and 4 days off - a 36-hour workweek. It promises to 
pay an extra $36 to bring everyone up to the current level 
of pay for 40 hours. Workers see this for what it is - a 
big pay cut, since the majority of workers work some 
overtime in order to survive. The company would pay 
time-and-a-half only after 40 hours of work in a week, 
rather than after 8 hours in a day, as the contract currently 
stipulates. 

Workers argue that the imposition of a 12-hour day 
would disrupt union members' lives. It would be especially 
hard on older workers and parents who have to deal with 
child care or school. Sammy. from the flocking division, 
said, "We have families. Many of us have children. This 
would mean we would have no time to take care of these 
responsibilities." 

The 12-hour day will lead to greater mental and physical 
fatigue. Accidents and injuries will become even more 
common. Already, many workers have injured backs and 
have lost fingers in the machinery. It would mean longer 
hours exposed to chemicals and dust, with less time for 
the body to recuperate. Workers in the "hopper rooms" of 
the flocking division are exposed to extreme amounts of 
fiber particles with only a dust mask to protect their lungs. 

Sentiment to resist the company's demands is strong. At 
the same time workers are discussing what kind of action 
can win. Some, given the economy, are pessimistic about 
our ability to fight. Others, like Junior from the apparel 
division. view a possible strike as "the only way to make 
the company change its mind." 

Many workers noted the impact of the one-day 
"stayaway" and the unity that was achieved. They are now 
more open to considering whatever action is necessary to 
keep the company from pushing our union backward. 

Lisa Ahlberg and Danny Booher are members of ILGWU 
Loca/Jl/ and work at Malden Mills. 



Tacoma clerical strike: 
'We're a real union now' 

This column is devoted to re­
porting the resistance by working 
people to the employers' assault 
on their living standards, work­
ing conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 

uary 1991 and negotiations dragged 
on for almost two years. The clerks 
rejected a city offer of a 3 percent 
raise before they struck. 

Linda McNary. chair of the cleri­
cal unit ofiBEW 483. explained that 

ON THE PICKET LINE 
short items to this column as a 
way for other fighting workers 
around the world to read about 
and learn from these important 
struggles. Jot down a few lines to 
let other Militant readers know 
about what is happening at your 
work place or in your union. If 
there is an interesting political 
discussion going on at work, we 
would like to hear about that too. 

City clerical workers in Tacoma, 
Washington, won a new contract 
after a two-week strike that ended 
October 21. More than 1,000 other 
workers walked off the job in sup­
port of the strike. 

The contract provides for a 
slightly better pay increase than the 
city had originally offered and 
wage adjustment to bring up the 
lowest-paid workers. 

"You can't put a money value on 
the solidarity we achieved," said 
striker Marion Laurendeau on Oc­
tober 22. "We're a real union now. 
The city won't dare push us around 
next time." 

The 2 11 clerical workers are 
members of International Brother­
hood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 
Local 483, which also organizes 
city utility workers. Nearly 800 
other lBEW members joined the 
clerks' strike the day it started. They 
set up picket lines at many city 
facilities, including the municipal 
dump, the city-owned Belt Line 
railway, and the Port of Tacoma. 

Belt Line rail workers, who han­
dle traffic in the busy port and 
nearby industries, honored the 
picket lines and refused to work for 
nine days. 

Longshore workers stayed off 
the job for one day, shutting down 
the port completely, until ordered 
back to work by a locaJ judge. 
Teamster-organized sanitation 
crews also stayed off the job for 
several days. 

The rail and sanitation workers 
returned to work before the strike 
was settled. The other IBEW mem­
bers stayed out and the city threat­
ened to seek a court injunction or­
dering "essential workers" back to 
work. 

"We never thought the guys 
would go out," Laurendeau said. 
"We never would have won without 
their solidarity." 

The last contract expired in Jan-

"an across-the-board 3 percent raise 
simply means that those earning less 
wi II be disproportionately worse off. 
Our income has eroded. Many of the 
strikers are women and the sole sup­
porters of their children." 

Other components of the locaJ 
had settled their contracts earlier, 
accepting the city's 3 percent offer. 
"We wimped out," said one striking 
power lineman. "It's about time 
someone stood up and it took the 
women to do it. This gave us our 
chance to stand up for us aJI." 

Hundreds of workers from many 
unions joined the strikers in an Oc­
tober 13 protest at the city-run Ta­
coma Dome where singer Bruce 
Springsteen gave a concert. Mem­
bers of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical and Stage employees 
Local 15, who normally work at the 
Dome, refused to cross the picket 
line and set up the stage. They and 
the IBEW urged Springsteen un­
successfully to cancel his perfor­
mance. 

The day after the settlement 
some 40 jubilant IBEW members 
traveled to Seatac Airport to join a 
protest organized by unions at 
AJaska Airlines. The airline is de­
manding steep concessions from 
their workers. Dozens of Alaska 
Airlines workers had joined IBEW 
picket lines and union meetings 
during the Tacoma strike. • 

Le Soleil reporters 
on strike 

After more than two years of 
negotiations and 44 meetings be­
tween the union and management, 
101 reporters at Le Solei/ went on 
strike October 22. The daily news­
paper was the largest in Quebec 
City. 

"We settled the question of 
wages months ago," explained 
Pierre Pelchat, president of the re­
porters· union. The main issue in 
the strike is Le Solei/'s hiring of 
free-lance writers who are non­
union and have no job security. The 
company plans to gradually move 
to a totally nonunion work force 
and reduce the number of reporters 
from 96 to 80. 

"This is more and more the kind 
of newspaper I want to put together 
and we'll do it with or without our 
reporters," explained Le Solei/ 

president and editor Robert Nor­
man. 

The newspaper is a subsidiary of 
the UniMedia group, whose profits 
soared from $3 million in 1987 to 
$1 1 million in 1991. A daily press 
run of 120,000 continues. 

"We've begun receiving solidar­
ity messages and even one contri­
bution of $200 from other unions," 
Pelchat explained. The building 
maintenance workers have refused 
to cross the reporters' picket line. 
At the same time Le Solei/ has 
maintained high security with up to 
40 guards in front of the building. 

Solidarity messages can be sent 
to the Union of Quebec Journalists' 
at 288 Arago est, Quebec PQ, G l K-
3V3. • 

Caterpillar workers 
hold rally in Illinois 

Six hundred Caterpillar workers 
rallied November 7 in front of the 
company's Aurora, illinois, plant to 
commemorate the first anniversary 
of the United Auto Workers (UA W) 
strike against the company. 

While top union officials ended 
the strike earlier this year and made a 
call to go back to the bargaining ta­
ble, Caterpillar continues to move 
toward implementing its last offer, 
which includes a two-tier wage sys­
tem and an end to plantwide senior­
ity. While no negotiations are actu­
ally taking place. the union has re­
fused to sign the contract. The situa­
tion remains uneasy and unresolved. 

The Aurora UAW local has or­
ganized many public activities like 
the November 7 rally since the 
workers went back to work. One of 
the demonstrators explained that 
every few weeks something has 
been going on, like a one-hour rally 
in the parking lot at work before the 
start time or organizing a reception 
committee at the airport every time 
one of the key executives of Cater­
pillar comes to town. 

Everyone at the November rally 
was given a T-shirt supporting Ken 
Meyers, who was fired for wearing 
a sign to work that read "Perma­
nently replace Fites." Donald Fites 
is the company chairman. 

Workers marched down a private 
road that leads to the company 
parking lot and passed by the front 
office. The most popular chant dur­
ing the march was "No Contract, no 
P" (for peace). 

The union also asked all workers 
to tum down any overtime requests 
on the day of the rally in honor of 
the strike anniversary. All but 63 
workers out of 2,000 did so. • 

Steelworkers reject 
Fording Coal offer 

Members of United Steelworkers 

Striking city clerks in Tacoma, Washington, talk to garbage truck 
driver. The clerks won a new contract with the support of other city 
workers. 

of America (USWA) locals 7884 and 
9702 in Elkford, British Columbia, 
recently voted 94 percent against 
Fording Coal's latest contract offer. 
More than 900 USWA members 
have been on strike since May 8. 
Four hundred unionists rallied Octo­
ber 27 in support of the striking min­
ers in Elkford. 

The strikers were joined by coal 
miners from three other local mines 
organized by the United Mine Work­
ers of America, International Union 
of Operating Engineers union, and 
the Greenhill Workers Association. 
Many other unionists also marched 
in solidarity with the Steelworkers. 

According to Randy Panakopka, 
president of USWA Local 7884, 
" We have the support of unionists 
and the community in the area. 
That's why we can hold out." 

The strike is over contracting 
out, hot change, and safety condi­
tions. Hot change refers to a method 
of operation where downtime is vir­
tually eliminated at shift changes. 
Fording miners work 12-hour shifts 
with only two 20-minute breaks. 
Fording's demand that miners work 
beyond their 12-hour shifts, in 
some cases to complete unfinished 
work, has infuriated union mem­
bers. The union is demanding an 
extra 20-minute break and no work 
beyond the 12-hour shift. 

Two hundred unionists rallied 
October 30 in Calgary at Fording 
Coal's offices to support the strik­
ing USWA members. The rally was 
organized by the Alberta Federa­
tion of Labor. Striking USWA 
members and other union members 
from Calgary leafleted the down­
town area to inform people about 
the issues in the strike. • 

Miners at Balmer 
approve concessions 

Members of United Mine Work­
ers of America (UMWA) Local 
7292 at the Balmer mine in south­
east British Columbia voted 62 per­
cent in favor of a concessions con­
tract proposed by Luscar Ltd. Oc-

tober 27. The local executive com­
mittee recommended acceptance of 
the agreement. The union constitu­
tional requirement allowing mem­
bers 48 hours to consider the pro­
posal was waived by the UMWA 
international executive board. 

Luscar Ltd. has made a bid to 
buy the Balmer and Greenhills 
mines. Both operations were for­
merly owned by Westar Mining 
Co., which declared bankruptcy 
August 30. Since May 1, some 
1,100 members of the UMWA at 
Balmer have been locked out for 
refusing to accept concessions de­
manded by Westar. On October 31, 
Greenhills mine was shut down, 
terminating the jobs of 550 miners 
organized by the Greenhills Work­
ers Association. 

The Luscar proposal is a five­
year contract, which includes a 
wage freeze for the first two years, 
a 40-cent increase in 1995, a 25-
cent increase in 1996 and a cost-of­
living increase in 1997. The offer 
contains no boot allowance and 
eliminates overtime pay for regu­
larly scheduled Sunday shifts. 
Workers with more than four years 
seniority will lose one week of va­
cation. Only 750 out of the 1,100 
members will be recalled according 
to the new owners. 

Many miners felt that the Luscar 
offer was the best they could get 
given the economic situation. But 
some miners said the contract pro­
posal wiped out many of the gains 
they had made in the past 20 years. 
Colin Keeley, a UMWA miner, de­
scribed the mood of many miners 
when he explained, "The Luscar 
proposal is not just a step backward, 
but a free fall. " • 

The following people contributed to 
this week's column: Anna Schell, 
member of United Transportation 
Union Local 843 in Seattle; Guy 
Tremblay, student at University of 
Laval in Quebec City; Russell Hall 
and John Votava in Chicago; and 
Dan Grant and Ned Dmytryshyn in 
Vancouver. British Columbia. 

---LETTERs------------------------------------
Pathfinder Mural 

I am glad to see that the Militant 
has started a monthly column about 
the Pathfinder Mural. With over 
150 historical figures and scenes 
depicting working.cJass struggles 
and battles for social justice, there 
is plenty in the mural that Militant 
readers will find of interest. 

Supporters of Pathfinder and the 
mural are currently hard at work on 
the final stages of a key which will 
hang outside in front of the mural 
so that the many visitors will be 
able to identify who is in the mural, 
as well as find out who painted 
them. 

In the Nov. 13, 1992, issue of the 
Militant in the column featuring Joe 
Hill, the Militam inadvertentJy for­
got to mention the artist who 
painted Joe Hill. The artist is Eva 
Cockcroft, a muralist who was part 

of Artmakers, a group of New York 
muralists. Eva is currently living in 
California. She also painted the 
portrait of Mother Jones. Jones 
could be the topic of a future col­
umn. 

As the column also points out, 
we continue to appeal for contribu­
tions from supporters. These will be 
put to good use in fini shing the 
work on the key and the ongoing 
expenses related to mural preserva­
tion and promotion. Contributions 
can be sent c/o Pathfinder Book­
store, 191 7th Ave., New York. NY 
10011. 
Meryl Lynn Farber 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Pathfinder Mural 
New York, New York 

Enjoyed interview 
I really enjoyed the interview 

with Neo Mnumzana. Your cover­
age of South Africa, the Balkan 
war, and all concerns of working 
people is the best anywhere. 
W.P. -
Marietta, Georgia 

Voice in wilderness 
It is good to hear this voice in the 

wilderness! I appreciate especially 
your defense of the Cuban revolu­
tion. 
E.W. 
San Antonio, Texas 

Teamster strike 
Teamsters Local 89 is now in the 

fourth week of a strike against 
Miller and Hartman-South, Inc., 
here in the small western Kentucky 
town of Leitchfield. 

Twenty drivers voted 16-to-4 to 

strike in an effort to improve wages, 
grievance procedures, and general 
contract language. 

Previous to the strike, starting 
pay for drivers at Miller and Hart­
man was $6.65 per hour, which rose 
to $7.65 per hour after 90 days. 

Union members were originally 
seeking a raise to $9.00 per hour 
and all-around better benefits. The 
company recently offered a 50-cent 
raise for the first year of a three­
year contract, with 40 cents for the 
second and third years. This was 
accepted by union members but 
disagreements on contract language 
continue to divide the two parties. 

Drivers for UPS and Yellow 
Freight have honored Teamster Lo­
cal 89 members' picket lines and 
union members at the Vermont 
American factory, also based in 
Leitchfield, recently hosted a tur-

key supper for striking Local 89 
members. 

Thus far only four of the twenty 
drivers have crossed the picket line, 
one of them being the union stew­
ard. 

Teamsters Local 89 is maintain­
ing a 24-hour picket at the main 
warehouse and deserves the back­
ing and solidarity of all union mem­
bers in Kentucky and the region. 

Ed Meredith 
Caneyville, Kentucky 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate 
if you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your fuU name. 
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UN imposes naval blockade on Yugoslavia 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

Cyrus Vance of the United States and 
Lord Owen of Britain, cochairmen of the 
Geneva conference on the Balkans, urged 
the United Nations Security Council No­
vember 13 to tighten sanctions against Ser­
bia and Montenegro. The Security Council 
voted November 16 to impose a naval 
blockade against Yugoslavia in the Adriatic 
Sea and the Danube River and take mea­
sures to "halt all inward and outward ship­
ping" and inspect cargoes. 

Vance and Owen said the sanctions against 
Serbia were not working, as oil shipments 
come down the Danube River, across the Ro­
manian, Bulgarian, and Macedon ian borders, 
or from the Adriatic coast. 

On November 13 the U.S. army began 
erecting a tent hospital in Zagreb, Croatia's 
capital, in the frrst major contribution by 
Washington to UN forces in the former Yugo­
slavia. 

U.S. task force commander Col. Greg Ste­
vens told the Associated Press the mission 
will provide services for the 22,000 UN 
troops that will be deployed in Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina by mid-December. This 
is a steep rise in the number of UN troops in 
the area, now numbering around I 0,000. 

In a November 11 column in the Wash­
ington Post, conservative columnists Row­
land Evans and Robert Novak assert that the 
outgoing Bush administration has reached a 
judgment that military intervention against 
Serbia must be used if Serbian president 
Slobodan Milosevic intensifies attacks 
against the majority-Albanian population in 
Kosovo. Kosovo, a formerly autonomous 
region in southwestern Serbia bordering Al­
bania, has been under state of emergency 
rule by the Mi1osevic regime since 1990. 

Evans and Novak say Washington is wor­
ried that if the Yugoslav carnage spreads to 
Kosovo, a regional war could erupt, involv­
ing governments in neighboring Albania, 
Greece, Macedonia, and Bulgaria, and pos­
sibly Turkey. 

Militant/Argiris Malapanis 
Student clearing rubble from his bombed out house in Dubrovnik earlier this year 

The columnists also explain that presi­
dent-elect William Clinton is more likely to 
carry out military intervention in Yugoslavia 
than Bush. They have good reason. 

During the months leading up to the No­
vember 3 presidential elections, Clinton cam­
paigned aggressively for U.S. military in­
volvement, calling repeatedly for air strikes 
against Serbian forces. Many liberal colum­
nists and editors of major dailies like the New 
York 7imes, Washington Post, Christian Sci­
ence Monitor, and the Los Angeles 7imes 
have taken similar positions. in varying de­
grees. 

On the other hand, some conservative col­
umnists like William Safrre and Charles 
Krauthammer have urged caution or staying 
away from military involvement. A paper is-

sued by the right-wing Heritage Foundation, 
with the title "U.S. and Bosnia: Too Late, 
Wrong War," said: "'There are no vital U.S. 
interests at stake in the Bosnian struggle. 
However great the suffering and however vi­
olent the conflict in that region may be, there 
is no likely outcome that would seriously 
threaten any significant American interests." 

Meanwhile, President Dobrica Cosic of 
Yugoslavia threatened November 12 to send 
troops from Serbia and Montenegro to 
southeastern Bosnia if the Croatian army did 
not stop a four-day offensive in the region. 
The Serb-dominated Yugoslav army with­
drew from Bosnia in May but left all its 
weaponry and some of its officers at the 
disposal of the Serbian rightist forces of 
Radovan Karadzic, which now control 70 

percent of the republic's territory. 
The Croatian army has, for its pan, waged 

a broad offensive to secure a bigger portion 
of Bosnian territory under its control, carry­
ing out brutal ''ethnic cleansing" of Muslims 
and Serbs in towns it takes over- much like 
the horror Karadzic has unleashed against 
Muslims and Croats in the rest of Bosnia. 

On November 9 Croatian government 
forces cut off a vital supply route linking Bel­
grade with Banja Luka in northern Bosnia, 
which is Karadzic 's military headquaners. 

As the carnage led by the rival gangster­
like regimes in the former Yugoslav repub­
lics continues, tens of thousands of working 
people pay with their lives. 

According to Bosnian government fig­
ures more than 100,000 people have been 
killed in the republic. At the same time, 
Bosnian military authorities have prevented 
about 1.000 Sarajevo residents, mostly 
Serbs, from evacuating the city. 

More than 35,000 refugees, mostly 
Muslims, fled Jajce in central Bosnia after 
the town fell to Karadzic 's troops at the end 
of October. Many of those refugees were 
killed by shelling as they made their way 
slowly through muddy mountainous terrain 
to the nearby city of Travnik, or to other 
towns. Travnik is now coming under fire by 
Serbian rightist gunners. 

The Croatian government has turned 
away many Bosnian refugees at the border 
near the Adriatic coast. The plight of the 
refugees is becoming bleaker as a cold win­
ter and the prospect of widespread hunger 
approach. 

More and more people in Bosnia are be­
coming indignant at the complicity of the UN 
troops in the division of the republic. "We 
need only the lifting of the arms embargo,'' 
Muhamed Curie, Travnik 's mayor. told the 
Washington Post. "The humanitarian aid is a 
comfort for the West's conscience. It 's not the 
proper help for us." 

New York garment workers strike over INS raid 
BY MARY NELL BOCKMAN 
AND MELISSA HARRIS 

and that the company has hired some strike­
breakers. 

Groups of unionists follow trucks carry­
ing STC work to other factories. Strikers 
distribute a leaflet to truck drivers, workers 
in the contract shops, and owners of those 
plants, explaining the issues in the strike and 
asking them not to perform work for STC. 
The leaflet also explains that the ILGWU 
has the right to picket any contractor doing 
work for STC. 

Strikers have begun publicizing their 
fight and reaching out for support. Articles 
on the strike have appeared in El Diario!La 
Prensa and Korea Times, and interviews 
have been broadcast on the two Spanish-lan­
guage television channels. ILGWU Local 
155 members at Mademoiselle Knitwear, 
who recently won union recognition, invited 
strikers to speak at a local meeting and are 
organizing a plant-gate collection. Support­
ers of the strike plan to leaflet at local stores 

that carry sweaters made at STC asking that 
shoppers boycott the labels. 

Messages of support and contributions 
for the strike can be sent to ILGWU Local 
155, 275 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 
10011. Tel: (212) 627-4747. 

Mary Nell Bockman is a member of ILGWU 
Local/55 at Mademoiselle: Melissa Harris 
is a member of ILGWU Local 23-25 at 
Tamie Mfg. 

NEWYORK - Workersat theSTC Knit­
ting lnc./Maxion Manufacturing Corp.'s 
sweater factory in Queens began a strike 
shortly after the Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion Service (INS) raided the plant October 
22 and arrested 10 workers. The owner of 
STC, Bill Mole. called the INS in response to 
the successful organizing drive by the work­
ers, who in September voted 36-10 to join the 
International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union (ILGWU) Local1 55. 

Strikers explain in a fact sheet distrib­
uted on the picket line and at garment 
shops doing STC work that the INS raid 
was only the most recent attack by the 
company. Conditions in the plant are bru­
tal, with many workers taking home only 
$ 150 a week. 

Alaska Airlines deiDands deep concessions 

In May the owner took away vacation and 
holiday pay and medical insurance. He im­
posed a 49-hour workweek with no over­
time pay. In June, after workers began the 
union-organizing campaign, the six mem­
bers of the organizing committee were fired. 
All won their jobs back. 

On the morning of October 19, eight INS 
agents arrived at the plant, demanded to see 
work documents and made the arrests. Mok 
pointed out union leaders to the agents. 
Jesus Ortiz, a presser and member of the 
organizing committee, was one of the those 
arrested. He was taken to the INS center and 
given a summons for hearings in January. 
All the arrested workers were led out of the 
factory in handcuffs. Most had worked there 
for more than four years. 

Most of the workers are immigrants from 
Latin America and a few are Korean. 

The strikers have picket lines outside the 
plant every morning. They report that about 
three-quarters of the workers are on strike 

BY HARVEY McARTHUR 
SEATTLE- A tentative five-year agree­

ment was reached November 8 between 
Alaska Airlines and officials of International 
Association of Machinists District 143. The 
proposed contract covers nearly 7,000 me­
chanics, ramp workers, cleaners, stock 
clerks, janitors, and others on the West Coast 
and Alaska. 

Provisions of the agreement include: 
• A new "D" scale wage structure. 

Newly hired aircraft cleaners would stan at 
$6 an hour and top out at $10.50 after 12 
years of employment. Wage rollbacks for A, 
B, and C scale workers projected in the 
company's initial offer have been dropped. 

• Under the agreement many ramp work­
ers and cleaners face a four-year wage freeze 
on top of an existing seven-year wage freeze. 
In the fifth year of the contract all workers 
would receive a 3 percent wage increase. 

• Medical deductibles would rise as 
much as 400 percent and employees would 
have to make co-payments for the first time. 
The cost of medical coverage for pan-time 
workers would go up even more. 

• The Alaska wage differential, which 
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amounts to $2 to $3 more an hour to com­
pensate for the much higher cost of living in 
that state, would be eliminated for new hires. 

• Mechanics would receive yearly wage 
increases of 3 to 4 percent. Some workers 
who work outside the state of Alaska would 
receive lump sum payments. 

"This is the best we can get in the circum­
stances," said Thomas Gibbs, general chair­
man of lAM District 143. " If we had the 
striker replacement bill we would be in a 
better position to strike." 

Discussion on contract proposal 
Alaska Airlines workers are just getting 

copies of the contract and many discussions 
are taking place. Ratification meetings are 
scheduled to take place soon. 

Some workers argue that union support 
for a strike is not strong enough to fight 
Alaska Airlines'takeback demands. "This is 
a terrible contract. but there is no question 
it will be voted up." said Craig Lex, a me­
chanic and union steward. "The rally of 200 
we had at the end of the cooling-off period 
should have been hundreds more." 

Mark Severs, a ramp worker, pointed to 

informational picket lines the union has or­
ganized in Anchorage, Juneau, Portland, and 
Seattle that have helped win solidarity for 
the union's fight. Many of these actions have 
included flight attendants, pilots, and other 
unionists. 

"Accepting this contract would be an un­
necessary step backward for our union," 
Severs said. "The concessions would in­
crease divisions among the work force and 
weaken us. It would encourage Alaska Air­
lines to press even further against the fli ght 
attendants and ticket agents." 

"A fight is possible against the company's 
demands and we've already seen that a se­
rious fight will get support from other work­
ers." 

Another ramp worker, Chris Monagle, ex­
plained, "This is not a good contract. Every 
worker at Alaska Airlines deserves better. 
The company has structured wage and bene­
fit scales pitting worker group versus worker 
group, pitting workers in the state of Alaska 
against those in the lower48." 

Han•ey McArthur is a member of United 
Transportation Union Local 845 in Seattle. 




