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Political crisis in Russia

alarms ca

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Russian president Boris Yelt-
sin’s declaration that he is as-
suming  virtually  unlimited
emergency powers has  only
deepened the political crisis in
Russia.

Yeltsin announced March 20
that he was imposing a five-week
period of “special rule.” leading
up to a nationwide referendum
April 25 on a new constitution
and a vote of confidence in the
Russian president’s increased ex-
ecutive powers.

LS. president Bill Clinton
cautiously supported Yeltsin's
assumption of increased powers.
“We were encouraged to hear
him say that civil liberties will
be respected.” said Clinton in a
March 20 statement. "What mat-
ters most is that Russia is and
must remain a democratic country moving
toward a market economy.”

During a press conference three days
later. Clinton was even more careful. He
spoke of defending Washington's interests
in Russia “with or without President Yeltsin
in authonty.”

The Wall Street Jowrnal described the
Russian president as a “brave democrat.”
But the newspaper also termed Yeltsin's
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Street vendor in Mnscms Russia is mnred in serious economic
and social crisis with inflation at 25 percent a month.

moves “risky.”

The Russian president’s move comes af-
ter months of feuding berween Yeltsin and
the Russian parliament over how to pro-
ceed in imposing austerity measures and

market reforms™ on working people there.
The clash between different sections of the
ruling bureaucracy shows its inability to
integrate Russia’s economy into the world
capitalist market. The country is mired in a

pltallst powers

serious social and economic cri-
SIS. Industrial production
dropped 20 percent last year,
while inflation stands at 25 per-
cent a month.

In early March. an emergency
session of the Congress of Peo-
ple’s Deputies voted to give itsell
the right to overrule the presi-
dent’s decrees. the method by
which Yeltsin has been ruling for
the past year.

In response to Yeltsin's deci-
ston o assume special powers.
the Russian parliament, meeting
in emergency session,  voted
125-16 to ask Russia’s Constitu-
tional Court to rule on the legal-
ity of this act. Chief Justice
Valery Zorkin declared the pres-
ident’s uctions an attempt at a
“state coup.” The court. while
declaring Yeltsin's action uncon-
stitutional. did not mention impeachment
of the president.

Many members of the Congress of Peo-
ple’s Deputies. Russia’s highest legislative
body. have vowed to begin impeachment
proceedings against Yeltsin. Vice-president
Alexander Rutskoi, who some in the legisla-
ture see as a possible replacement for
Yeltsin, has condemned the president’s as-

Continued on Page 11

Coal miners face contract fight ahead

BY JOHN HAWKINS

MARISSA, [llinois — At the Marissa
Mine outside this southern Ihnois coal town
the sturdily constructed picket shack is still
standing. Auached 1o it are several signs left
from the month-long strike by the United
Mine Workers of Amenca (UMWA) against
Peabody Holdings Co., which owns Marissa
and several other mines in the area.

One sign reads, “Solidarity "93: This Es-
tablishment Supports UMWA It is similar

to dozens of others posted in windows of

restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, and
other businesses here and in surrounding
towns.

As one drives through the coalfields here.

signs like these are a constant reminder of

UMWA miners” determination 1o continue
their fight unnl they win a decent contract
from the Bituminous Coal Operators Asso-
ciation (BCOA) and of the support they can
count on from the surrounding community.

The BCOA represents 12 of the country’s

largest coal operators. More than 300 other

coal companies sign identical contructs,
known in the industry as “me-too™ agree-
ments.

Another sign attached to the picket shack
stands out. In large blue letters against a
yellow background it reads “Sam . .. the
concession stand is closed.” The message is
directed at Peabody president George “Sam”
Shiflet and his counterparts at other BCOA
companies. Miners correctly suspect that
Shiflet and other coal bosses have not given
up on Irying 1o make them give back hard-
won union gains in this round of contract
negotiations,

The miners who stopped and talked to the
Militant reporting team March 24, on their
way into work. reflected the same mood
mixed with 4 sober realization that a big
struggle was still ahead.

“We really appreciate your support,” said

Free trade, protect

one miner who had talked with previous

teams and read the Militanr's coverage of

the strike.

“We won this round. We'll see about the
next one,” said one of two women miners
coming to work on the day shift.

The miners” assessment that a real fight
lies ahead is well founded,

Less than two weeks after UMWA mem-
bers here and at other Peabody mines ended
their selective strike March 5. what many
miners had suspected about the real forces
arrayed against them was confirmed.

Coal companies aided Peabody

According to an article in the March |2
issue of the Wall Street Journal. Ashland
Coal Inc. — a member of the BCOA like
Peabody — announced the previous day an
anticipated decline in its first-quarter profits,

While that is nothing new in the coal
mining business, Ashland’s public acknow-
ledgment of the reason for this loss is new.

The major cause of its loss. Ashland
officials disclosed. was payments made to
an industry strike fund to help Peabody and
other strike targets weather the storm. The
fund. which took the form of a cost-sharing
arrangement. apparently required BCOA
members that were not targeted for the
selective strike to subsidize those that
were,

Ashland reports that three of its subsidi-
aries made payments to Peabody and other
BCOA companies during the month-long
conflict, which began as a selective strike
against Peabody February 1. when the
union’s 1988 contract with the BCOA ex-
pired.

After a month on strike and after Peabody
began to move scabs into ils Indiana mines,
the strike was expanded March 1 to several
of the lowest-cost. highest-production
mines of several other BCOA compunies.

After one day of this expanded fight.
which drew another 1,700 miners into the
strike in four states, the coal owners’ group

Continued on Page 12
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Students in
Cuba discuss
world politics

BY SARA LOBMAN

MATANZAS, Cuba — When the power
went off for an hour on a recent evening,
plunging the university here into darkness
and forcing the cancellation of a planned
program, a dozen students and professors
crowded into the reception lobby of the
university’s guest motel to continue discus-
sions with representatives of Pathfinder
Press from the United States.

“What are the conditions facing young
people in the United States?” one student
wanted to know. Is it really possible for
communist workers to discuss  politics
openly.” another asked

When the lights finally came back on, a
young woman rushed out. She retumed sev-
eral minutes later with two friends in tow.
“It’s important that you're here,” Nancy
Montes de Oca earnestly explained, **We
need to be able to talk about these things.”

The discussion. held by battery-powered
lamplight. was typical of activities during
the week that visiting Pathfinder repre-
sentatives spent at the University of Matan-
zas in mid-March. Pathfinder is a New York-
based publishing house that publishes books
and pamphlets that generalize the lessons
learned in struggle by the modern working-
class movement. The approximately 300 ti-
tles it keeps in print include speeches and
writings of revolutionary leaders such as
Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, and V1. Lenin,
as well as Emesto Che Guevara, ivelson
Mandela, Leon Trotsky, Fidel Castro, and
Malcolm X.

Pathfinder president Mary-Alice Waters

was invited by the rector of the University
of Matanzas, AnLcl Vega. to take part in a
student conference organized March 16-17
by the social sciences department. She also
participated in a program of other activities
that included an interview with the campus
Continued on Page 8
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Israel expands police force

The Israeli government announced March
21 that it was expanding the national police
force from 18.000 to 20.000 and encouraged
Israeli civilians 1o form so-called civil guard
patrols after the recent deaths of 10 Israelis
attributed 10 Palestinians. The cabinet of
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin also an-
nounced there would be tighter security
checks on Palestinians from the occupied
territories who work in Israel.

Rabin also called on Israeli employers to
stop hiring Palestimans, Claiming this would
reduce attacks on Israeli citizens. Rabin said.
1 would greatly welcome a decrease in the
employment of Palestinians in Israel.”

Israeli settlements increase

Despite Rabin’s pledge to curb Israeli set-
tlements on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
Jewish settlements have expanded rapidly in
these areas in the nine months since his gov-
emment was elected. Up to 11.000 buildings
are being currently completed, the largest sin-
gle amount of construction since Israel cap-
tured the territories in 1967.

Rabin’s government claims they are units
begun by the previous government that need
to be completed. After the units are filled, the
Jewish population in the occupied territories
will increase from 110,000 to 170,000).

Polish national guard?

Polish president Lech Walesa has pro-
posed the creation of a national guard under
his control to confront unrest in the country.
His plan would transform the elite Vistula
Units. currently under the command of the
interior ministry, into a 22.000-strong force
to “restore order” in Poland within six
months, Walesa said the troops would put
down civil disturbances, aid victims of nat-
ural disasters. and bolster border controls.

Poles oppose privitization move

The Polish parliament defeated a bill March
18 that would have converted 6(X) state com-
panies into private enterprises. [n a 203-181
vote, the body rejected the plan to create 20
investment funds to oversee the companies
and hold controlling shares in them.

The shares would be available at a low
cost to Polish citizens but would be run by
managers from capitalist countries, Some of
the deputies who voted against the bill said
they opposed the idea of foreigners control-

" BRIEF

French farmers throw potatoes at riot police in Pontivy, France. Some 800 farmers

dumped 8,000 tons of potatoes on the road, cutting off traffic for several hours, They
were demanding government compensation for a drop in potato prices. Growing unem-
plovment and impoverishment of working farmers was at the heart of the electoral
defeat of the governing Socialist Party during the first round of parliamentary elections,

held March 21.

ling Polish companies and many expressed
concern about the possible impact on jobs.

Conservatives win in France

Two conservative parties running under
the same banner won a large number of seats
in the March 21 elections to France’s Na-
tional Assembly. The Rally for the Republic
party. led by Jacques Chirac, and the Union
for French Democracy. led by former pres-
ident Valery Giscard d'Estaing, were pro-
jected to control more than 400 seats in the
577-seat parliament after the March 28 run-
off elections.

President Frangois Mitterand’s Socialist
Party was expected to win between 75 and
100 seats. down from 260, The conservative
coalition. called the Union for France. won
40 percent of the popular vote: the Socialist
Party came in second with 20 percent. The
far-right, anti-immigrant National Front, led
by Jean-Marie Le Pen followed with 13
percent of the vote. The Communist Party
received nearly 10 percent.

Strike called in eastern Germany
The German metalworkers’ union, 1G
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Metall, called a strike of its members in
eastern Germany to protest the cancellation
of their wage contract by employers in the
east. The union announced that the action
would begin April | at selected sites and that
a vote on a full strike was being discussed.
The union wants to maintain the wage
contract, which schedules workers in eastern
Germany to have equal wages with their
counterparts in the west by 1994,

New U.S.-EC trade skirmish

Mickey Kantor. the U.S. govemment’s
trade representative, announced he would
delay until March 30 the imposition of trade
sanctions against the European Community
(EC). The sanctions were a response to rules
that allow public utilities to favor European
companies in making purchasing decisions.
Kantor said he would meet with EC trade
officials in Brussels on March 29 to see if
the dispute could be setled.

The squabble concermns an EC utilities
directive, which came into force in January,
offering EC companies an advantage in con-
tract bidding. Kantor stated February | that
it was unfair to U.S. companies and warned
that Washington would retaliate by barring
EC companies from bidding on nearly $50)
billion in contracts with the LS. govemn-
ment.

Nation of Islam, LaRouche group
campaign against contraceptive

Alim Muhammad, national spokesperson
for Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan,
and Debra Freeman. a spokesperson for the
ultrarightist  group headed by Lyndon
LaRouche, have announced that they are
joining forces to campaign against the con-
traceptive Norplant. The two spoke at a
March 3 forum in Baltimore, where the city
school system is offering the contraceptive
in school clinics. At the meeting. sponsored
by the LaRouche group. they charged that

Norplant was a “blueprint for genocide.” as
the forum’s title stated, and said the distri
bution of the contraceptive represented a
racist attack on Blacks. Reading from the
Koran, Muhammad attempted to counter
arguments by women’s rights supporters
that women should have a right to choose
different methods of contraception or abor-
tion. Ity not a question of whose body it
is,” he said, “but one of whose life is i.
anyway. Allah. God. gives life.”

Incinerator trial burn in Ohio

A trial burn began March 9 at the hazard-
ous waste incinerator in East Liverpool,
Ohio. A tederal judge cleared the way for
the bum a week earlier but declined to give
approval tor commercial operation of the
incinerator.

There have been a number of protests
against running the incinerator, located 300
feet from a residential neighborhood and
1.100 feet from a school. It is intended 10
bum numerous toxic chemicals, including
lead. mercury, cadmium, and chromium.

Pretoria built nuclear bombs

The South African government built six
nuclear bombs between 1974 and 1989,
President F. W. de Klerk announced March
24, in the first public admission by Pretona
that it had such weapons. De Klerk also
stated that the bombs and all weapons-grade
nuclear material had since been destroyed.
Another official said that the bombs were
of the same power as those the United States
dropped on Japan in World War 1.

The apartheid regime has long been
known to have been developing nuclear
weapons. As early as 1977 U.S. satellites
disclosed that there was a South African
nuclear test site in the Kalahari Desert. But
Pretoria never faced any pressure to aban-
don its weapons program, or even 1o open
its sites for inspection. from the United
States and other imperialist governments.

U.S. might seize Mobutu’s assets

The Clinton administration is consider-
ing the seizure of assets belonging to Zaire's
president, Mobutu Sese Seko, in an attempt
to torce him from office. Washington is
discussing with Belgium and France other
economic sanctions 1o exert pressure and
prompt Mobutu to leave office.

There has been an expanding breakdown
of government structures in the country as
Mobutu has engaged in a power struggle
with opposition forces. led by the country’s
prime minister. Etienne Tshisekedi. Soldiers
paid by Mobutu in currency that was de-
clared worthless by Tshisekedi have been
involved in several riots.

Production declines in S. Korea

Industrial output fell 6.4 percent in South
Korea in 1992, the largest annual drop since
1980. A report from the National Statistical
Office further indicated that the month of
February was the worst performance since
September 1980. Some economists said the
industrial output figures illustrated an eco-
nomic malaise, the resull of government
austerity measures.

—DEREK BRACEY
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Clinton’s policy toward H

BY HARVEY McARTHUR

SEATTLE — U.S. embassy officials in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti's capital, took William
Corascelan to the airport March 12 for a
flight to Miami. Corascelan had quit the
Haitian navy and was one of a handful of
refugees authorized by U.S. officials to
come to the United States and apply for
political asylum.

At the airport, however, Haitian security
police seized Corascelan and imprisoned
him, despite protests by U.S. officials.

This act was a slap in the face of the
Clinton administration and a further indica-
tion of Washington's unwillingness to seek
even stopgap measures to confront the social
and political crisis wracking Haiti.

President Bill Clinton, like his predeces-
sor George Bush, has claimed that Haitians
could safely seek asylum through U.S. of-
ficials in Port-au-Prince. He used this al-
legation to justify his policy of stopping
Haitian refugees at sea and forcibly return-
ing them to Haiti.

The arrest of Corascelan was also a sign
that the Haitian military rulers will continue
1o resist demands for the return of President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. ousted in a bloody
coup in 1991.

Washington had been hostile to Anistide
prior 10 his election in December 1990, For
years he won support from millions of im-
poverished Haitians for his outspoken oppo-
sition to the hated Duvalier dictatorship and
the U.S.-backed military regimes that fol-
lowed Duvalier’s overthrow in 1986.

A succession of unstable military govern-
ments. however, had shown that the army
was no longer able to restore and maintain
stability in Haiti. Even in recent months.
there have been student protests, public con-
ferences against human rights abuses by the
military and its death squads, and anti-
government demonstrations.

Washington has responded
by making feeble efforts to try
to return Aristide to the island
while seeking to impose condi-
tions that would guarantee no
significant change in the status
quo,

The Bush administration
quickly condemned the 1991
coup, suspended economic aid,
and imposed an embargo on
trade with Haiti that has not
been enforced. U.S. government
officials quietly allowed Aris-
tide to draw on Haitian govemn-
ment funds held in U.S. banks
to finance his activities in exile.

At the same time, Washing-
ton pressured Aristide, accusing
him of inciting violence and hu-
man rights violations, and de-
manding concessions to his op-
ponents among the military and
wealthy businessmen in Haiti,

In negotiations last year,
Aristide agreed to form a coali-
tion government with Marc
Bazin, a prominent U.S.-backed
politician, as prime minister and
to an amnesty for most participants in the
1991 coup. He also insisted on guarantees
for his personal safety and removal of top
coup leaders.

The military high command has so far
rejected any agreement, fearing that
Aristide’s return under any conditions
would inspire workers and peasants to re-
newed political organization and protest.

Describing the Clinton administration’s
proposal of an Aristide-Bazin government,
an unnamed Latin American diplomat told
the New York Times that it “seems like a
Band-Aid that is tempting because it may
keep things quiet as long as it sticks.” He

Militant/ Seth Galinsky
February 7 Miami rally defending Haitian refugees

added, “But like all Band-Aids, it seems
destined to fall off.™

Clinton was forced to act on the Haitian
crisis even before inauguration day. Tens of
thousands of Haitians took seriously his
campaign pledge that he would allow refu-
gees flecing repression to seek asylum. They
prepared to flee to the United States 1o
escape the bloody regime at home. But Clin-
ton repudiated his earlier promise and im-
posed a naval blockade around Haiti 1o force
back the refugees.

“President-elect Clinton’s position is con-
sistent with the Bush administration’s posi-
tion regarding President Aristide.” declared

UN report points to Washington’s
cover-up in Kl Salvador Killings

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

A mid-March report issued by a United
Nations-sponsored commission on El Sal-
vador admits that throughout the 1980s top
Salvadoran military officers, along with
rightist death squads, were responsible for
killing tens of thousands of civilians, includ-
ing the former archbishop of San Salvador,
Oscar Romero, and several U.S. church-
women.

These revelations point to Washington’s
complicity in covering up the truth about
these crimes in order to minimize public
opposition in the United States to the U.S.
military aid that propped up the Salvadoran
regime during the civil war in that country,
The report confirms what opponents of U.S.
policy toward El Salvador have been saying
for years.

Between 1979 and 1992, the Carter, Rea-
gan. and Bush administrations gave more
than $6 billion in military aid to a succession
of Salvadoran governments. During the |2
vears of civil war. 75.000 civilians were
killed. EI Salvador has a population of 5
million.

The UN-sponsored Commission on the
Truth, as it was called. conducted an eight-
month investigation under terms of the peace
accords signed in January 1992 by the gov-
emment and the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN). which effectively
ended the Salvadoran civil war. The three
who served on the UN commission are
Thomas Buergenthal. a. law professor at
George Washington University in Washing-
ton, D.C.: Belisario Betancur, former presi-
dent of Colombia; and Reinaldo Figueredo, a
member of the Venezuelan congress.

“The Truth Commission report vindicates
what groups like the Committee in Solidarity
with the People of El Salvador (CISPES)
have been saying for the past 12 years,” said
Mike Zielinski, political director of national
CISPES. in a phone interview. “The U.S.

government has been supporting a pack of

murderers. The Reagan and Bush administra-
tion have consistently lied about the
Salvadoran military’s war crimes and have
covered up U.S. complicity in the blood-
shed."”

Among the commission’s main findings

were the following:

® On March 24, 1980, the day Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero was assassinated, Ro-
berto D" Aubuisson, the founder of the right-
ist Republican Nationalist Alliance party
(ARENA). met with members of his secu-
rity contingent. Capt. Eduardo Avila, who
attended the meeting. told D" Aubuisson that
Romero would be saying mass that moming
and “said he thought it would be a good
opportunity to kill him,” according to the
commission’s report. D' Aubuisson ordered
the slaying and arranged for payment to the
gunman.

® On Dec. 2. 1980, four U.S. church-
women were murdered. Col. Carlos Vides
Casanova. then head of the Salvadoran Na-
tional Guard. helped cover up this crime. He
knew the soldiers who carried out this act
were operating “under higher orders.”

e On Dec. 11, 1981. hundreds of civil-
ians were massacred in the town of El Mo-
zote. Soldiers from the U.S.-trained Atlacatl
Battalion systematically killed everyone in
the village—men, women. and children.

® On Nov. 16, 1989, six Jesuit priests.
their housekeeper, and her daughter were
murdered. Five top officers, led by Gen, René
Emilio Ponce. who later became defense
minister, gave the order to carry this oul,
Ponce resigned his govermment post three
days prior to the release of the UN report.

Of the more than 22,000 cases of atroci-
ties examined by the commission, 95 per-
cent were found to have been carried out by
members of the Salvadoran armed forces,
police units, or right-wing death squads
linked to the government.

The remaining 5 percent were attributed
to the FMLN, which led the fight against the
Salvadoran dictatorship, The FMLN was
accused of kidnapping and killing some
mayors of cities under government control.
judges, and U.S, military personnel.

The commission recommended changes in
El Salvador’s justice system and the immedi-
ate dismissal of 40 military officers involved
in these crimes. In addition. it recommended
banning three prominent FMLN leaders from
holding public office for 10 years.

Salvadoran president Alfredo Cristiani re-
sponded by calling for a rapid amnesty for

everyone named in the report. The country’s
National Assembly. which is controlled by
the right-wing ARENA party, promptly
heeded Cristiani’s request and passed an
amnesty bill.

In testimony before a congressional sub-
committee on Western Hemisphere affairs.
the three commission members cited the role
played by the White House in covering up
these atrocities.

“I would say that a number of acts were
known or should have been known to U.S.
officials in El Salvador,” stated Buergenthal.
“In some cases, there is a sense that they
didn't want to know.™

In 1980, after the four U.S. churchwomen
were Killed, former UN ambussador Jeane
Kirkpatrick asserted that the Salvadoran gov-
ernment was not responsible for their deaths,
“The nuns were not just nuns.” she said at the
time. “The nuns were political activists,”™

Alexander Haig. U.S. secretary of state at
the time. had testutied before Congress that
the churchwomen might have been killed
when they attempted 1o run through a mili-
tary roadblock.

The UN commission’s report also stated
that “Salvadoran exiles living in Miami
helped administer death squad activities be-
tween 1980 and 1983, with apparently little
attention from the U.S. government.”

Shortly after the December 1981 massacre
at the remote village of El Mozote. correspon-
dents for the New York Times and Washington
Posi reported that they had seen the remains
of dozens of peasants that nearby villagers
said were Killed by Salvadoran government
soldiers. Then assistant secretary of state for
inter-American affairs Thomas Enders told
Congress that there was “'no evidence to con-
firm™ a massacre. At the time. government of-
ficials launched a slander campaign question-
ing the accuracy of the reports by the U.S.
journalists, Raymond Bonner of the 7ines
and Alma Guillermoprieto of the Posr.

As outrage over revelations in the report
mounted, the Clinton administration an-
nounced it was holding back $11 million in
military aid until the Salvadoran govern-
ment complied with the UN commission’s
recommendations,

chng‘," |

: QEPRELIN
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aitians: a fiasco

a spokesperson of the new U.S.
president in early January.
“Clinton supports the return of
Aristide as soon as conditions
permit.”

US. Marine Gen. John
Sheehan went 1o Haiti January
8 to meet with the military high
command of that country, urg-
ing it to accept Aristide and
promising financial and techni-
cal support if it did so.

The United Nations also sent
envoy Dante Caputo to Haiti in
January 1o press Washington's
proposal that UN observers be
stationed on the island to "guar-
antee” any political settlement
between Aristide and his oppo-
nents. Caputo won agreement
only to send a few observers.
On a second trip he was greeted
by violent demonstrators organ-
ized by the regime.

Caputo publicly threatened
unspecified “strong  conse-
quences’ against the regime if an
agreement was not reached. The
New York Times followed with a
February 6 editorial arguing that the “intema-
tional community may also need to consider
military options.™

Meanwhile, Clinton pressured Aristide ro
make turther concessions and Washington
cut off his access 10 Haitian government
funds held in U.S. banks,

Clintontold the press February S that Aris-
tide had “caused people in the military and
others to fear for their personal safety in ways
that are inconsistent with running a democ-
racy.” He added. “We have 10 restiore democ-
racy in [a] way that convinces everybody that
their human rights will be respected.”

Aristide reacted in early March by de-
manding Clinton do more than make "beau-
tiful statements™ about democracy and de-
manded Washington set a deadline for his
return to Haiti,

Clinton met with Arnstide March 16,
shortly before sending a top-level U.S. del-
egation to talk with the military rulers in
Haiti. He reiterated support for Aristide’s
return but pointedly refused to set a date.

The deposed Haitian president 1old the
press. "I think that all Haitians can look with
Jjoy at the cooperation of myself and Presi-
dent Clinton working hand in hand.” He
also said he was “totally™ happy with Clin-
ton’s policies. Aristide stated he would no
longer insist that the coup leaders be jailed
as a condition of his retumn.

-

Harvey McArthur is a rail worker and mem-
her of United Transportation Union Local
845 in Seattle.

Haitians set D.C.
march for April 2

BY JOANNE WALLADOR

NEW YORK — Haitian organizations
and their supporters are gearing up for a
demonstration April 2 in Washington, D.C..
to demand the unconditional retumn of Pres-
ident Jean-Bentrand Aristide and temporary
political asylum for Haitian refugees in the
United States.

According to a leaflet publicizing the
rally. this action will also “protest against
the false promises made by the Clinton ad-
ministration.” and “reject all foreign mili-
tary intervention under the guise of the UN.™

The demonstration has been called by
Haiti’s Tenth Department — an organiza-
ton of Haitian immigrants in 15 areas in the
United States, Canada, and Puerto Rico,

In New York. 10.000 leaflets publicizing
the demonstration have been printed. and 50
buses reserved. The demonstration is being
announced on Haitian radio programs and
publicized on local campuses, Participanis
are expected to attend from a number of
other cities including Miami. Chicago. and
Montreal.

Protesters will be gathering at 10:00 w.m.
at Upper Senate Park. north of the Capitol.
They will march down Constitution Avenue
to a rally at the Ellipse.

Buses will leave New York at 5:00 a.m.
To purchase tickets or for more information
on the demonstration, call: (718) 434-8100,
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Free trade, protectionism, and the crisis
facing working farmers in North America

A discussion on Pathfinder’s pamphlet ‘Farmers Face the Crisis of the 1990s’

The followmg article appeared in the
November 1992 issue of the Union Farm-
er, monthly publication of the National
Farmers Union, published in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. It is a review of the pam-
phlet Farmers Face the Crisis of the 1990s,
by Doug Jenness; Pathfinder Press, 35
pp., $3.00.

* * *

BY HOWARD BROWN

“Working farmers are victims of condi-
tions over which they have no control. But
these are not primarily natural conditions —
bad weather. insect infestation, and so
on. . .. They are social conditions, the re-
sults of the workings of capitalism — exor-
bitant interest rates; monopoly control over
marketing: and monopoly-rigged pricing of
farm machinery, fertilizer, seeds, and fuel.”

66

Opposition to free trade
deals can contribute to an
international alliance of
producers. ..

%9

So argues Doug Jenness in a recent pam-
phlet published by Pathfinder Press of New
York. Farmers Face the Crisis of the 1990s.

Jenness's pamphlet is written with US
readers in mind and its focus is US farm
policy. But its assumption is that “working
farmers,” roughly defined as “exploited in-
dependent producers who employ little or
no wage labor,” are an intermational class
with common interests, Farmers in Canada
can judge for themselves the pertinence of
Jenness's analysis to farmers® struggle for
survival everywhere,

Farmers, Jenness argues, “are not a ho-
mogeneous economic and social class,” but
“a set of classes that include both exploited
and exploiters, with sharply conflicting
class interests.” The latter, “capitalist farm-
ers” as Jenness calls them, ally themselves
naturally with the banks and agribusiness
monopolies in exercising preponderant in-
fluence on US farm policy. The pamphlet
discusses, for example, how the US Farm
Bill and Farmers Home Administration
practices disproportionately benefit capital-
ist farmers.

It 1s illusory, Jenness argues. (o hope to
unite “all farmers™ in efforts to win lasting
reliel for exploited producers. Rather. he
contends, working farmers should aim for
unity with other working people in fighting
the food trusts, the banks, and their parties

AVAILABLE FROM PATHFINDER

JACK BARNES
The material basis for an alliance of workers and
working farmers, traced to their shared exploi-
ation by banking, industrial, and commercial cap-
ital. In New International no. 4, which also includes
“The Crisis Facing Working Farmers.” by Doug
Jenness. $9.00

Farmers Face the Crisis

of the 1990s

DOUG JENNESS
Examines the deepening economic and social
crisis In the capitalist world and explains how
workers and farmers can unite internationally
against the mounting assaults from the billionaire
bankers, industrialists, and merchants. $3.00

Revolutionary Continuity:
Marxist Leadership in the United States
FARRELL DOBBS
How successive generations of fighters took part
in the suuggles of the US. labor movement,
seeking to build a leadership that could advance
the interests of workers and small farmers. 2
volumes, $15.95 each

The Fight for a Workers’ and Farmers’
Government in the United States

Plantlng in Marvland *Farmers are not a homogenous economic and soual class bul a
set of classes that include both exploited and exploiters, with sharply conflicting class

interests,” says Doug Jenness.

and government.

“What is needed.” Jenness writes. “is for
working farmers and wageworkers to form
an alliance to struggle for a government that
implements a farm policy geared to the
needs of the exploited, not the enrichment
of the exploiters.” Required. he says. is a
“program of action that can unite exploited
farmers intemationally.” The problems that
farmers face cannot be resolved within nar-
row national frameworks.

Readers hoping for elaborate blueprints
for new farm policies may be disappointed
in this pamphlet. Jenness discusses US
farmers” demand for “ 100 percent of party.”
He opposes all government schemes to limit
production as a means of boosting farm
commodity prices. But he offers. for the
most part, more general policy guidelines as
a framework for mobilizing farmers in
struggle.

Of special interest is Jenness's evaluation
of the roots of the farm debt crisis in private
land ownership or what he calls “the rents
and mortgages system.” Embracing the call
for a moratorium on farm foreclosures and
demanding the ready provision of low-inter-
est farm credit by the government. he ad-
vances a series of proposals that taken 1o-
gether amount to nationalization of the land.

Security of land tenure for working farm-
ers can only be won, he argues, through the

FARMERS
FACE THE

| CRISIS OF |

[ THE1990s |

PDOUG JTENNESSN

PATHFINDER, 410 West St., New York, NY 10014. FAX (212) 727-0150.
For local distributors see directory on page |12.

Apartheid’s
Great Land

Theft

The Struggle for the

Right to Farm in

South Africa

ERNEST HARSCH
The forced dispossession of Africans from the
land is central to the origins of the apartheid
system. The fight to have access to the land is key
to forging an alliance of exploited producers that
can bring the national, democratic reyolution in
South Africa to a successful conclusion. $3.00

Please nciude $3.00 for the first book, $0.50 for eoch odditonal
titke to cover postoge and handiing.
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abolition of leasing agreements, sharecrop-
ping arrangements. and mortgages. The only
land sales permitted, he maintains, should
be transfers to the state.

Such measures “would take land off the
auction block and out of the hands of banks
and speculators . . . to guarantee its use 1o
all who wish 1o farm.” Jenness writes.
“Loans . .. would no longer be guaranteed
by land. and land would no longer be u
means of making farmers into debt slaves,”

A main focus of Jenness's pamphlet is the
international trade war that rages today with
a devastating impact on farmers. He ana-
lyzes what he labels Washington's ™ *free
trade” aggression™ in efforts 1o improve mar-
ket share for US-based monopolies. includ-
ing the US GATT [General Agreement on
Trade and Tariffs| strategy and the Export
Enhancement Program.

Expon subsidies and dumping, Jenness
argues, “pit farmers of one country against
those of another and are especially devas-
lating to farmers in semicolonial coun-
tries.”

Jenness equally assails the US “fortress
of protectionism.” import quotas and tariffs
aimed at defending the US home market as
a private preserve of profit-tuking for US
big business interests and capitalist farmers,
“Neither capitalist protectionism nor free
trade offers a solution to the price-cost
squeeze facing the big majority of working
farmers.” Jenness says. “Moreover, both
perspectives draw working people into tying
their fate to either the “free trade” capitalists

‘protectiomist” capitalists — all in the
name of defending *American’ interests.

. when workers and farmers are en-
listed in either protectionist or free trade
efforts. they end up acting against their own
class interests.” he generalizes, “‘as working
people in each country are pitted against
each other, instead of being united in a
common fight against the employers and
bankers.”

Jenness's arguments on this score deserve
attention. for they bear critically on impor-
tant aspects of farm union policy in Canada
— from the promotion of import quotas as
a means of “supply control™ to the nation-
alist stance adopted by the union in oppos-
ing the Canada-US and North American
“Free Trade™ Agreements.

For his part, Jenness, to my thinking,
treats these “trade™ accords too narrowly,
viewing them solely as protectionist instru-
ments of US and Canadian big business in
their trade wars against overseas competi-
tors. In reshaping the North American econ-
omies as more lucrative profit machines.
they are weapons as well in capital’s war
against workers and farmers at home,
Linked to anti-capitalist policies that ad-
dress the general crisis of the market system,
opposition 1o these “trade™ deals can con-
tribute 10 building an international alliance
of producers.

The following is a letter to the editor of
the Union Farmer by Doug Jenness com-
menting on the review by Howard Brown.
It is due to appear in the publication’s
April issue.

* * %*

BY DOUG JENNESS

I appreciate the review of Farmers Face
the Crisis of the 1990s by Howard Brown
that appeared in your November issue. This
will encourage your many readers in both
Canada and the United States to get hold of
a copy and read it.

I am particularly pleased that your re-
viewer found the pamphlet relevant to
many of the problems facing working
farmers in Canada even though it primarily
addresses the situation in the United States.
A review last July in An Phoblacht/Repub-
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Backhanded support to
protectionist sections of
capitalist class sets back
such an alliance. ..

b b

ltcan News, published by the Irish political
organization Sinn Fein, made the same
point. "Even though Jenness' analysis
deals almost solely with US. farmers the
links to the Irish situation are important.
In the US. as in Ireland farmers demands
are simple. ‘Farmers must be allowed to
make enough selling their commodities to
meet their production costs and have
enough to live." ™

Brown raises a point in relation to the
U.S.-Canada trade accord and the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
that prompts me to comment briefly. He
writes that [ treat “these “trade” accords
too narrowly., viewing them solely as pro-
tectionist instruments of LS. and Canadian
big business in their trade wars against
averseas competitors. In reshaping the
North American economies as more lucra-
tive trade machines.” Brown states, “they
are weapons as well in capital’s war
against workers and farmers at home.
Linked 1o anti-capitalist policies that ad-
dress the general crisis of the market sys-
tem, opposition (o these “trade” deals can
contribute o building an international al-
liance of farmers.”

1 don’t think there’s any basis tor mtimat-
ing thar the pamphlet plays down the way
capitalists use their trade policies, including
“free” trade agreements., to attack working
people. In fact. that’s one of my central
points, “Far trom benefiting working farm-
ers.” the pamphlet points out. “the grain
monopolies™ intensified drive 1o enhance
their competitiveness through free trade
makes them even more ruthless in forcing
working farmers to take a lower price for
their commodities.”

Rather than the pamphlet approaching
capitalist trade policies too narrowly. it is
Brown who one-sidedly stresses the need to
oppose NAFTA and other ““free” trade deals.
This can lead to giving critical support to
nationalist campaigns against these pacts
and sometimes even to favoring protection-
ist measures. This is what actually happened
in Canada several years ago. Linking oppo-
sition to the US.-Canada “free” trade pact
with “anticapitalist” policies. many progres-
sive-minded groups joined the campaign of
a protectionist wing of the capitalist class in
Canada. most union officials, and many
leaders of established farm organizations to
try to defeat the trade deal.

A similar development is occurring now
in the United States as many progressives
in the labor and farm movements encrget-
ically join the campaign against NAFTA
cloaked with expressions of concern for
working people and the environment in
Mexico.

These examples of backhanded suppon
to protectionist sections of the capitalist
class in their own countries unfortunately
sets back. rather than advances. building an
international alliance of producers.



Supporters of framed-up
unionist answer slanders

Below are reproduced some of the recent
letters sent by supporters of Mark Curtis’s
fight for justice to his defense committee.

These letters answer attempts, made by
those who claim Curtis is guilty. to pressure
endorsers of his case to end their backing of
the defense effort.

The messages are a result of a drive
launched by the Mark Curtis Defense Com-
mittee based in Des Moines, lowa. where
Curtis was framed up. The campaign aims
to get prominent endorsers of his defense
committee to write letters explaining in their
own words why they support Curtis’s fight
for justice.

A political activist and union fighter,
Curtis was framed up on false charges of
sexual assault and burglary in March 1988.
He was convicted of those charges later
that year and is now serving a 25-year
prison sentence.

* ¥ *

J. R. Evans

Assistant Secretary, Auckland
and Tomoana Freezing
Workers® Union,

Auckland, New Zealand

I wish to reaffirm my strong support for
the campaign to win justice for Mark Cur-
tis.

I have been an elected official of the
Auckland and Tomoana Freezing Workers”
Union for 21 years representing workers in
the meatpacking industry in New Zealand.
This is the same industry in which Mark
Curtis was an active unionist before his
arrest and imprisonment on false charges of
rape and burglary.

1 have followed Mark's case for several
years and have read both the prosecution
evidence and the material produced by the
Mark Curtis Defence Committee. After
careful consideration of both sides in the
case 1 am convinced of Mark’s innocence.

I have been forced 1o consider this ques-
non closely because. unfortunately. | was
induced to withdraw my suppon for the
defence effort carly on in the campaign. This
occurred after the union president, Frank
Bamard. and | received misleading propa-
ganda in support of the frame-up. We made
the mistake of writing a letter repudiating
our support for Mark which has since been
used widely by the supporters of the police
frame-up.

I have since had the opportunity of read-
ing further defence commitiee material, see-
ing the video, “The Frame Up of Mark
Curtis,” and meeting Mark's wife Kate
Kaku. | have also been in receipt of a con-
tinuing stream of material promoting the
frame-up of Mark.

The decision by both Frank Bamard and
1 10 become endorsers of the defence effort
again was taken with the utmost conviction
that Mark has been the victim of a grave
injustice that has to be overturned. I urge all
other endorsers 1o remain firm and not re-
peat our mistake.

Working people and active unionists the
world over have faced repression. intimida-
tion and frame-ups in our fight for justice.

*arole Now for
Mark Curtis!

Des Moines, lowa
Friday, April 9. 7:00 p.m.

HEAR

Kate Kaku. Curtiss wile and a leader ol the
international fight 1o win justice for Curtis
William Kutmus, Des Moines altorney repre-
senting Curtis in federal appeal of Ms convie-
tion

Fdna Griffin, long-time fighter for ¢ivil rights.
member lowa Womens Hall of Fame

Andre Sledge, member United Food and
Commercial Workers Local 1149, Marshall-
town, lowa

Join the panel of speakers to discuss cam-
paign Lo win freedom lor framed-up unionist,

Best Western Starlite Village.
929 3rd SL.

Sponsored by the Mark Curtls
Delense Commitlee

For more information call (3135) 246-1695

Mark’s case is an opportunity for us to
reaffirm our commitment to the union prin-
ciple that “an injury to one is an injury to
all.”

Peter Rachleff

Associate Professor of History,
Macalester College,
St. Paul, Minnesota

I am writing to reaffirm my support for
Mark Curtis. Frankly, it is hard for me to
believe that five whole years have gone by
since Brother Curtis was arrested by the Des
Moines police. While this time has flown by
for me and my family, I am sure that every
second has slowly ticked by for Curtis and
his family. It is high time that he be released
from prison.

I strongly support his application for pa-
role. | have strong doubts about the evidence
presented against him in the first place, and
| can certainly understand his unwillingness
to participate in any “program’ that might
be construed as an admission of guilt.
Brother Curtis has continued to demonstrate
by his behavior in prison that he is commit-
ted to the struggle against racism and sex-
ism, It would be grossly unfair of the lowa
Board of Pardons to deem him recalcitrant
or unrepentant as grounds for denying him
parole.

I support your efforts 1o gain Brother
Curtis his freedom.

Sister M. Brendan

Conlon

Director, Christian Help, Inc.,
Ursuline Sisters, Morgantown,
West Virginia

At the time Mark Curtis was charged and
brought to trial, I wrote in support of him
because | believed that he was innocent of
the charges against him and had been the
victim of a set-up.

Recently I have been informed that some
of those who, like myself, had supported
Mark have withdrawn their support. after
having received mailings from various

New Zealand

BY CARMEN BAIN

CHRISTCHURCH. New Zealand —
Working people across New Zealand were
angered and shocked when New Zealand's
national phone company, Telecom, an-
nounced February |7 it was laying off 5.200
employees over the next four years.

The company’s action was reported to
be the biggest single layoff in New Zea-
land’s history. The job losses were an-
nounced the same time that Telecom
released its third-quarter result, a record
NZ$121 million (US$64 million) profit. al-
most 10 percent higher than the same pe-
riod last year,

The first redundancy (layoff) notices have
gone out to 835 workers, who will lose their
jobs at the end of March.

Another 2,000 workers are expected to be
laid off by the end of the year. Over the past
six years Telecom has stashed its statt by
13.000. In 1987 Telecom employed over
25.000 workers. By 1997 it projects em-
ploying only 7.500).

The Communications and Energy Work-
ers Union has said that Telecom workers
who survive the first round of redundancies
will seek a pay increase to compensate for
an increased workload. Their contract ex-
pires March 25.

“"Workers have put up with no pay in-
crease as a trade-off for job security.” said
union spokesperson Bob Brough. “In light
of the company’s latest announcement on
layoffs, that doesn't apply.”

Telecom says that the layoffs are an inev-
itable part of a long overdue rationalization
and the introduction of new technology.

The layoffs come in the middle of what
the big-business media terms a “jobless re-
covery.”

Benefits for the unemployed, the sick,
and others unable 1o work, have been cut.
Working people pay more for health care
and education.

groups asking them to do
so. | have read some of
these letters suggesting
that support be with-
drawn, but I find nothing
in them to change my
original stance.

The NAACP letters
which 1 have read stress
the heinousness of rape
of a 15-year-old girl.
This is indeed a heinous
act, but | have seen no
medical evidence sup-
porting the case against
Mark Curtis: 1 do not be-
lieve he raped this 15-
year-old girl.

The issue is indeed
one of injustice, but it
is not, | believe, an issue
of racial injustice. | am
keenly sensitive to ra-
cial issues; recently | re-
ceived the  Martin
Luther King, Jr.. Award from the Black
Culture and Research Center of West Vir-
ginia University. But | believe that the is-
sue here is a fabricated charge of rape
against Mark Curtis. | do not believe Mark
Curtis is a rapist, and | regret that a 15-
year-old black girl was used to make the
charge against him.

I am presently watching the develop-
ment of a situation here in Morgantown
where a black man is accused of raping a
white woman. In spite of the complete lack
of medical evidence against him. it is. |
am afraid, likely that he will be found
guilty of this crime, primarily on the verbal
testimony of the woman, whom many of
us know to be unreliable in matters of
truth. Seeing this drama work out has made
me realize once again how easy it would
have been to frame Mark, and for some
people at the time there was very good
reason to want to see him framed.

Unless some new evidence comes forth,
I will continue to believe in Mark’s inno-
cence and to support him and urge his
release.

MARK CURTIS
FENSE COMMITTE

ST e oHES 53

Militani/Sam Manuel

Alfredo Alvarez, former head of Human Rights Commission
in Des Moines, lowa. Alvarez is one of many who have spoken
out denouncing slander campaign against Mark Curtis.

Larry Solomon
President, United Auto Workers
Local 751, in Decatur, Illinois

My name is Larry G. Solomon. I am the
President of UAW Local 751. I have been
aware of Mark’s ongoing fight for justice
for some time now. It is my belief that Mark
was railroaded by a system that took the
word of police that later were found to be
unscrupulous protectors of the citizenry. On
several occasions Mark’s supporters have
stopped by the union hall and discussed his
plight with me. I have read a lot of infor-
mation about Mark both pro and con and it
is very obvious to me that the issue is no
longer innocence or guilt but rather who he
is and what he believes. | am asking now in
the name of justice that Mark be released
immediately.

* * *

Letters in support of Mark Curtis’s fight
for justice should be sent to the Mark Curtis
Defense Committee, Box 1048, Des
Moines. 1A 50311. Fax (515) 243-9869.

workers face more layoffs

The labor minister for the ruling National
Party. Bill Birch. said the redundancies were
“the regrettable but inevitable™ result of
changes in new technology and the cost of
improving New Zealand's telecommunica-
tions system.

Many blame the layoffs on Telecom’s
ownership by U.S. corporations, Amer-
itech and Bell Atlantic. As national union
spokesperson David Udy explained, “The
cuts in jobs are simply aimed at improving
the profit 10 the shareholders who are
largely off-shore. and who obviously have
no thought for New Zealand or the peo-
ple.”

Telecom. however, was shedding staff for
three years before it was sold to Ameritech
and Bell Atlantic in 1990, These redundan-
cies follow a pattern of plant closures and
layoffs across the country. According to the
employment service. 1 out of 8 full-time
jobs that existed six years ago has been
eliminated. The statistics departiment esti-
mates that more than a quarter of all existing
jobs are part-time.

Official unemployment was 10.2 percent
ol the work force in December. Counting
those who are not looking for work, how-
ever, joblessness exceeded |5 percent. Ac-
cording to a 1992 statistics department re-
port, total employment in manufacturing,
construction,  transport.  telecommunica-
tions, and electrical supply industries —
comprising roughly one-third of workers in
New Zealand — declined by 16 percent, or
95.000 workers. from 1987-1991.

Layoffs not result of *foreign ownership’

In a statement released immediately after
the announced layoffs. Joan Shields. a mem-
ber of the New Zealand Meat Workers
Union, and Communist League candidate
for mayor in Christchurch last year, ex-
plained that the layoffs are not a result of
“foreign ownership.”

“Capitalists everywhere operate the
same way.”" she said. “Their goals are to
make the highest profits by selling to the
widest market with the lowest labor costs,”
whether the company owners are based in
New Zealand, the United States. or Japan.
This is occurring during an international
depression of the capitalist economic sys-
tem, Shields said.

“The bosses at Telecom, like bosses ev-
erywhere, want working people to pay for
the crisis of their system,” the communist
worker explained. What is needed, she said,
is for the labor movement to answer
Telecom’s demand for higher profits by or-
ganizing a fight alongside workers at
Telecom 1o put the responsibility on the
capitalists and the government 1o protect us
from the crisis of their system.

“Our starting point,” Shields continued.
“is for the unions to launch a fight for jobs
for all. by mobilizing in the streets to de-
mand that the government reduce the work-
week to 30 hours. without reducing our
weekly wage.” Combined with this labor
should demand a “massive public-works
program that could begin not only to rackle
unemployment but to rebuild health and
education programs as well.” Such mea-
sures, she stated, would open jobs for hun-
dreds of thousands of workers.

“This fight would strengthen unity among
working people making us better able 1o
stand up to wage cuts and speed-ups on the
job. 1t would put the labor movement in a
better position to fight for social programs
to meet the needs of workers and farmers in
New Zealand and around the world,”
Shields concluded.

Carmen Bain is a member of the Food and
Beverage Workers Union at Independent
Fisheries in Christchurch, New Zealand.
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‘Communist Manifesto’ defends women’s rights

The Communist Manifesto, by Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels, New York, Pathfinder, 47 pp., $2.50. Also avail-
able in Spanish.

BY MAGGIE TROWE

The Communist Manifesto is one of the books Pathfinder
Press is featuring during Women's History Month. The Mani-
festo, 145 years after it was written, remains a basic text for
working-class fighters, One of the central struggles it champi-
ons is women's fight for equality. which the Manifesto ex-
plains, is directly linked to the struggle of the working class to
unite in order to overturn the capitalist system.

The Manifesto is a relevant document today for those
women and men who are part of the movement to defend
abortion rights. It's important for workers who are discuss-
ing how 1o fight layoffs and attacks on seniority and, at the
same time, help ensure that women, Blacks. and others who

IN REVIEW

suffer discrimination get access 1o jobs and training often
denied them.

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, both revolutionaries in
their twenties in 1848, wrote the Communist Manifesto.
Their aim was 10 explain the program of the Communist
League at the beginning of the democratic revolutions
against feudal tyranny that swept Europe that year.

The Manifesto explains the program of communists and
dispels myths and slanders against the young movement that
were being spread at the time by supporters of reaction —
like the accusation that male communists advocated sexual
access 1o all women, It also explains clearly and succinctly
how the development of capitalism produces the
“gravediggers™ of the capitalist system: the working class or
“proletariat.”

As capitalism grew stronger in the 17th, 18th, and [9th
centuries, il swept away feudal social relations such as
serfdom and the status of women as chattel, or property,

This social transformation was contradictory. While it was
carried out with great brutality in order to serve the urgent
needs of the rising capitalist class, it created and strength-
ened the working class.

Peasants were stripped of their land and tools and they
were forced 1o go to the cities to seek wage work in the

burgeoning factories. Conditions in the cities were abysmal,
as Engels described in his book, The Condition of the
Working Class in England in 1844.

But the very same process, by concentrating workers in
large factories in enormous cities, “rescued a considerable
part of the population from the idiocy of rural life.” Marx
said. Workers’ cultural level rose as they leamed reading and
mathematics and met others who had immigrated from
around the world to find jobs or were forced to emigrate
themselves.

Women thrust into factories

The effect of this process on women was revolutionary
as well. Women were thrust into the factories because, as
the Manifesto explains, with the development of modern
industry. “differences of age and sex no longer have any
distinctive social validity,” The horizons of millions of
women were transformed from the narrow realm of the rural
field and kitchen under the control of father, husband, and
feudal lord to life as a more economically independent
factory worker in a metropolis.

These developments and the rise of the fight for women's
rights were integrally connected. As women joined the
industrial working class, the question of their participation
in the growing union movement and in working-class parties
was posed. Marx and Engels championed the increased
participation of female workers in the International Work-
ingmen'’s Association, which they helped found in 1864,

As women moved out of chattel status, democratic rights
like the vote and full citizenship became burning issues. So
did their right to control their reproductive lives.

Family under capitalism

The Manifesto explains the difference between marriage
for the capitalist class and marriage for the working class.
Bourgeois marriage has a class content: it serves to cement
alliances between capitalist families and to ensure that ac-
cumulations of capital amassed by the bosses through the
exploitation of wage labor are passed from one generation
to another.

Workers. on the other hand. have no property. and with
the entry of women into the working class, marriage between
workers becomes more and more the voluntary association
of equal partners.

“On what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois

family, based?" Marx and Engels write in the Manifesto. *On
capital, on private gain. In its completely developed form this
family exists only among the bourgeoisie. But this state of
things finds its complement in the practical absence of the
family among the proletarians and in public prostitution,”

Marx and Engels assert that prostitution is the comple-
ment of bourgeois marriage and that the pressure on women
to engage in prostitution, where sex is sold as a commodity,
cannot be eradicated until capitalist rule has been defeated.

The capitalist class has an interest in maintaining and
promoting everything that weakens and divides the working
class. So the commitment of working-class organizations to
the fight for the full equality of women is a central question.
This was true when the Manifesto was written and it is true
today.

The Communist Manifesto explains that communists “have
no interests separate and apart from those of the proletariat as
a whole. They do not set up any sectarian principles of their
own, by which to shape and mold the proletarian movement.”
The fight for the equality of women. like the working-class
movement as a whole, can only succeed if its leaders see them-
selves as part of the class struggle.

The Manifesto insists that communists be part of all
struggles “for the immediate aims, for the enforcement of
the momentary interests of the working class.” For work-
ing-class fighters today, for example, it means we must be
part of the fight to defend abortion clinics against right-wing
terrorists who try to shut the clinics and physically attack
clinic workers and women who go to the clinics,

At the same time, communists who are engaged in these
fights must point to broader struggles and to the need for a
movement that can lead workers and farmers 10 take power
out of the hands of the capitalist class and begin the fight
for a society based on human needs. They must “bring to
the fore the property question,” as the Manifesto states.

Fighters for women’s rights need to know that the capi-
talist class and their government, not men as a sex, lead the
attacks on women’s rights. The second-class status of
women is not in the interests of workers who are male, even
though many are influenced by reactionary antiwoman ideas.
These backward attitudes, however, have less of a hold today
than ever on the working class.

As we celebrate Women's History Month we can find a
valuable tool for the struggle today in the pages of the
Communist Manifesio.

Rightists target abortion clinics in Minnesota

BY JON HILLSON

ST. PAUL. Minnesota — Operation Res-
cue, the anti-abortion-rights outfit. has tar-
geted Minneapolis and St. Paul for a 12-
week national “training session” from late
June to early September to be highlighted
by a “week of action™ in carly July.

The news, first announced in an adver-
tisement in World, a right-wing jounal, was
featured in extensive media coverage here
March 10. That day Dr. David Gunn was
assassinated by Michael Griffin, a supporter
of the antiabortion group Rescue America,
in front of the Pensacola, Florida, clinic
where he performed abortions.

The purpose of the announced right-wing
training session was brought home March
20), when staff members at the Robbinsdale
Clinic here discovered a hose funneling gas
from a 20-pound tank of propane into a

heating duct — placed with the intention of

being ignited by a basement furmace. No
damage was done.
A week earlier Jeri Rasmussen, director
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of the Midwest Health Center for Women.
retummed home to find nails strewn in her
driveway. She later received a death threat
on her unlisted phone and a window in her
home was shattered by a cement block with
a death threat attached to it. Rasmussen’s
house is under protection by a local court
order and a municipal “antistalking™ ordi-
nance. which prohibits harassment of clinic
workers and clients.

“The summer event this year won’t be
anything like what you've seen in the past.”
stated Margeaux Farrar, an Operation Res-
cue spokesperson. “We'll be going toward
a different tactic.”

These tactics would be carried out by
so-called IMPACT teams, which Operation
Rescue founder Randall Terry terms “the
Green Berets™ of the antichoice forces. IM-
PACT stands for Institute of Mobilized Pro-
phetic Activated Christian Training.

According to Farrar, IMPACT cadres will
“place [their| bodies . .. between the mur-
derers and their intended victims — the abor-
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tionists and the babies they intend to abort.™

Operation Rescue executive director
Keith Tucci stated that the Twin Cities, Min-
nesota, fraining session would sanction tres-
passing violations and resisting arrest to
thwart abortions.

“Because some person took a couple of
hours to stand in the nght place at the rght
time to persuade [a woman| otherwise,”
Tucci stated. “that’s the ultimate success.”

An estimated 50 participants are expected
for the three-month training. with events
expected to draw supporters from around the
state and country.

An Operation Rescue IMPACT team
training session involving 23 people had
been underway since mid-January in Mel-
bourne, in central Florida.

Two days after the murder of Gunn, Op-
eration Rescue held a training session rally
of 200 in Melbourne. where they celebrated
the decision of two doctors who worked at
atargeted abortion clinic to leave the facility.

Among those participating in the recent
Florida Operation Rescue actions were lead-
ers of a four-month campaign last year to
cripple the functiomng of the Robbinsdale
Clinic in suburban Minneapolis. which pro-
vides abortion services to mostly working-
class women,

A mobile right-wing cadre

Also involved in the Melbourne training
and the Robbinsdale skirmishes were sev-
eral teenagers who have engaged in attacks
on clinics elsewhere with the rightist groups
“Missionaries to the Preborn™ and the
“Lambs of Christ.”

These mobile cadres participated in major
1992 clinic sieges in Milwaukee and Baton
Rouge. Louisiana. In the latter city, the cen-
tral Lambs of Christ leader was a colonel in
the Green Berets.

The two daily newspapers here editorially
condemned the upcoming Operation Rescue
summer scenario.

“There are no guarantees for peace.” the
Minneapolis Star Tribune stated March 12.
“But planning and coordination should be-
gin now between city and suburban govern-
ments and law enforcement agencies 1o safe-
guard abortion rights advocates. hospitals
and family planning clinics.”

Shortly thereafter. St. Paul mayor James

Scheibel held a highly publicized meeting
with city and state police officials on the
matter.

In June and August of last year, up to 400
pro-choice activists rebuffed threatened
“rescues” of the Robbinsdale clinic. After
this successful action. scores of predomi-
nantly youthful activists maintained five-
hour Saturday escort services outside the
clinic to counter the harassment of organized
ultrarightists for about 16 weeks,

Such presence was required as local cops
routinely turmed a blind eye to abortion foes.,
who fraternized with police while violating
the injunction sought by the clinic.

In November, a potentially deadly
amount of gasoline was poured into the
clinic — then under the protection of a court
order — but failed to explode when a lit
wick was extinguished by a nighttime
breeze. Sustaining more than $25.000 in
damages, the facility reopened within two
days after cleanup and repairs.

No arrests of the would-be Killers have
been made since the attempted bombing.

Pro-choice mobilizations needed

Leaders of pro-choice organizations in
the Twin Cities such as the National Abor-
tion Rights Action League and Planned Par-
enthood have responded to the an-
nouncement of Operation Rescues plans by
calling for increased police protection of
abortion clinics and passage by the state
legislature of laws to protect clinic staff.

Kari Sachs from the Socialist Workers
Party said, “Operation Rescue’s plans to
come 10 Minneapolis represent a political
challenge for labor and young people. We
should look to the example that was set this
past year in Boston and Houston where the
mobilizations of thousands of supporters of
a woman’s right to choose pushed these
forces back.”

In a related development. supporters of
abortion rights have organized to put pres-
sure on the state legislature in Connecticut
to pass a law making blockades of abortion
clinics illegal. The bill is supported by the
state’s attorney general Richard Blumenthal,
At a hearing on the proposed law in Hartford
March 19 equal numbers of supporters and
opponents of abortion rights gathered to
present their arguments.



INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO WIN NEW READERS WHERE

DRIVE GOALS: W 2,800 MILITANT B 600 PERSPECTIVA MUNDIAL B 1,200 NEW INTERNATIONAL

Join subscription drive!

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The Militanr’s coverage of the
fight by union coal miners for a
decent contract and the paper’s eye-
witness reports on the latest devel-
opments in South Africa and Cuba
are proving popular among many
working people and youth,

Aneight-week international drive
is now under way to expand the cir-
culation of the Militant and other so-
cialist publications, Supporters of
these valuable political tools are
stepping up their visits to working-
class communities and campuses to
sign up new readers, The campaign,
which runs from March 27 10 May
22, aims to win 2.800 new Militant
subscribers, 600 subscribers to the
Spanish-language monthly maga-
zine Perspectiva  Mundial, and
1,200 copies of the Marxist maga-
zine New International. Subscrip-
tions that have been sent to the Mili-
tant business office since March 13
count toward these goals.

Success in the coalfields

Teams of Militant supporters vis-
iting coal-mining areas throughout
the United States report an excel-
lent response. A four-day team trav-
eling throughout the coalfields in
Pennsylvania sold 46 Militants and
one subscription,

“The highlight of the week."” re-
ports Joanne Kuniansky, “was when
the team sold 24 Militants at a mine
owned by Rochester and Pittsburgh
[a coal company| near the town of
Indiana. Pennsylvama. At the momn-
ing shift change where we sold [0 of
these papers. one miner wanted (o
make sure it was anew issue because
he said he had seen last week s paper
underground.” Another team sold 90
copies of the Milirant in two days in
coal-mining areas in southem 1h-
nois March 23-24.

“Coal miners at Peabody's Black
Mesa and Kayenta mines on the
Navajo reservation in Arizona are
keenly interested in the recently
ended strike by Peabody coal min-
ers. and their continuing contract
fight.” reports Mike Shur. A Mili-
rant sales team visiting these (wo
mines March 8 sold 49 single cop-
ies and one subscription. After run-
ning out of the current issue of the
paper, the team also distributed 40
back issues. receiving  donations
from $.50 to $3.00.”

A three-day team 1o coal-mining
arcas in the Birmingham, Alabama.
area in early March sold 64 copies
of the Militant and 6 subscriptions.

A team of Militunt supporters
visiting  Yellowknife.  Northwest
Territories, in Canada sold 10 sub-
seriptions 1o siriking gold miners
and their supporters over three
days. Since last May. the 240 mem-
bers of the Canadian Association of
Smelter and Allied Workers Local
4 have been involved in a bitter
battle against concessions and ef-

forts by the owners of the Royal
Oak gold mine to break their union
(see article on page 16).

We encourage all readers to join
Militant sales and reporting teams
in coal-mining areas. To do so con-
tact Militant distributors listed on
page 2.

Packinghouse sale

A team of Militam supporters
from Cincinnati, Ohio, received a
gratifying response during a March
22 plant-gate sale at the Fischer
Packing plant in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. They sold 45 Militants during
an hour-and-a-half afternoon sale 10
the approximately 200 unionists
who went by. These workers, mem-

landic of the Pathfinder pamphlet
Che Guevara and the Fight for So-
cialism Today.

These successful sales experi-
ences are examples of the big op-
portunities that exist to reach fight-
ing workers and youth with the in-
ternationalist working-class politi-
cal perspective presented each
week in the pages of the Militant

Subscription renewal effort

The international circulation
drive follows a Militant and Per-
spectiva Mundial subscription re-
newal effort. During this one-
month campaign 262 Militanr and
23 Perspectiva Mundial readers de-
cided to resubscribe. Supporters in

”
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Militant sales table at Haiti protest in Washington, D.C., March 16.

bers of the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers, struck for 19
weeks last year in a fight against
company-demanded  concessions,
While back at work, they are contin-
uing their fight for a new contract.

“Many of these workers were fa-
miliar with the Militam.” said team
member Brian Taylor. “They were
interested in the latest developments
with the miners” struggle and the
coverage from South Africa.”

In New Jersey, Militant support-
ers sold more than 30 copies of the
paper at a March 20 rally of 600
outside a Jersey City mosque. The
rally was called by Muslim groups
1o protest media and police efforts
to smear Muslim and Arab immi-
grants as terrorists in the wake of
the World Trade Center explosion.

In Reykjavik. Iceland. support-
ers have gotten a jump on their
circulation goal, selling two intro-
ductory subscriptions at a meeting
to celebrate the publication in Ice-

several areas report that through the
renewal drive they also won a num-
ber of new subscribers.

New York City led the way in the
renewal campaign, signing up 29
Militant and 5 Perspectiva Mundial
renewals. In New Zealand 28 read-
ers decided to resubscribe to the
Militamt

Here's a Tfinal reminder about
deadlines to get subscription totals
recorded on the weekly sales score-
board. All subscriptions received in
the Milizarn business office by Mon-
day at 5:00 p.m, (EST) will be n-
cluded in the figures listed on the
sules chart.

We urge all readers 1o join the
Milirant circulation drive in your
arca. If you would like to order a
bundle or join & sales team call
(212) 243-6392 or contact local dis-
tributors listed on page 12.

On to winning thousands of new
readers!

Organizers of gay rights demonstration

expect big turnout April 25

BY GREG McCARTAN
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Orga-
nizers of the national “March on
Washington for Lesbian, Gay and
Bi Equal Rights and Liberation™
say they expect up 10 a million peo-
ple to converge here April 25.
Central demands of the march
and rally include legislation en-
forcing “an end to discrimination
by state and federal governments™
on the basis of sexual orientation;
an “increase in funding for AIDS
research™ and "universal access (o
health care™; “the right 10 repro-
ductive freedom . . . and an end to
sexist discrimination™. and “an
end to racial and ethnic discrimi-

nation in all forms.”

The rally will begin at 9:00 a.m.
on Sunday. April 25. It will be fol-
lowed by a noon march and windup
rally, Exact locations for the event
are still being negotiated with the
government, which says it 1s seed-
ing grass on the mall in front of the
Capitol building — the site chosen
by march organizers for the after-
noon rally. This means marchers
will have to rally at the Washington
Monument. One indication of the
possible size of the march, which
shows why the larger mall location
is needed, is the local hotel book-
ings. Major hotel chains contacted
by the Washington Posr said they

in capital

have been booked for months and
have wmed down thousands look-
ing for lodging.

Organizers of the massive march
say the event is not intended as a
protest against the Clinton admin-
istration, but as a means to speed
approval of the federal legislation,
Lobby days are projected both be-
fore and after the march, as are a
host of political meetings and dis-
cussions, social events, and smaller
actions.

Readers of the Militant are en-
couraged to participate in building
and attending the march. For more
information on the rally call (800)
832-2889.
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ACTWU — Amaigamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union: AEU — Amalgamated
Engineering Union; CAW — Canadian Auto Workers; EU — Engineers Union: IAM —
International Association of Machinists; ILGWU — International Ladies’ Garment Workers'
Union; MWU — Meat Workers Union; NUM — National Union of Mineworkers, OCAW —
Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers: RMT — Rail, Maritime, and Transport Workers: TGWU
— Transport and General Workers Union: UAW — United Auto Workers: UFBGWU —
United Food, Beverage and General Workers Union; UFCW — United Food and
Commercial Workers: UMWA — United Mine Workers of America; USWA — United

Steelworkers of America; UTU — United Transportation Union

April 5, 1993

The Militant 7



Matanzas university student conference
discusses Cuba, international politics

Continued from front page
press and numerous discussions and visits
to places of interest in Matanzas,

The conference was organized around a se-
ries of student presentations on topics as di-
verse as “The theory and practice of human
rights in Cuba;™ “Nicaraguan youth and the
struggle for national liberation;” “The work-
ing class in the developed capitalist coun-
tries; " *The place of physical education in the
development of socialist life  styles:”
“Mythic-religious conceptions in Ga-
briel Garcia Méarquez's One Hundred
Years of Solitude,” and Cuba and its
insertion in the world economy:
challenges for the 1990s." Fifty-five
students gave presentations on almost
two dozen subjects.

Five thousand students attend the
University of Matanzas. Half are full-
time students and the others are work-
ers and professionals continuing their
education.

On the second day of the conference
the Pathfinder delegation, which in-
cluded Francisco Picado and Sara Lob-
man as well as Waters, was asked to
give a special presentation and field
questions on “The situation facing
young people in the United States.™

“If the working peaple of Cuba were
isolated and fighting alone inthe world,
the revolution would not be able to sur-
vive,” Waters explained when asked
her opinion of how Cuba’s vanguard
could continue 1o defend the gains of
the revolution under the pressures of
the current economic crisis.

“But you are not alone,” she em-
phasized. “The capitalist system is in
a deep economic crisis. The impenal-
ist rulers are marching humanity to-
ward a third world war. Our class —
the working class — is not going to
be driven into another intermational
slaughter without a fight. We will have
our chance first, in the course of many bat-
tles, 1o take power away from the capitalist
class in countries around the world.

“The future of the Cuban revolution is
deeply intertwined with the future of work-
ing people in the United States and around
the world,” Waters explained to the intent
audience, "In this world, in the struggles that
are looming, the fighting vanguard of Cuban
working people has a unique role to play.
The Cuban revolution is a beacon, an exam-
ple for all exploited and oppressed people.
It shows us all that *Yes, it is possible.” ™

Interest in U.S. politics

“Because of conditions like those facing
workers in the meat-processing industry,”
Picado explained at another discussion,
“U.S. workers are increasingly trying to re-
sist the ruling-class offensive against our
rights and standard of living.” The discus-
sion was on the frame-up of U.S. union and
political activist Mark Curtis.Curtis 1s cur-
rently serving a 25-year sentence in an lowa
prison on false charges of raping a 15-year-
old high school student.

A video on Curtis’s fight for justice gave
the Cuban youth and other conference par-

Funds needed for
Cuba, South Africa
reporting trips

Militant staff writer Sara Lobman
and New International editor Mary-Al-
ice Waters are now in Cuba to report
on important meetings and conferen-
ces taking place there. Several Mili-
tant reporters have just returned from
a month-long trip to South Africa.

These reporting trips, which give our
readers news and analysis of world po-
litical events that can be found nowhere
else, are expensive. They are only pos-
sible through the generous contribu-
tions of our readers and supporters.
Please send us a contribution to help
cover some of our costs. Donations can
be sent to the Militant, 410 West St.,
New York, NY 10014,
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ticipants a clearer idea of what the capitalist
economic crisis means for workers and
farmers in the United States. Several of the
youth rushed to write letters for the delega-
tion to take back to Curtis. “It's really an
inspiration for us to leamn that there are
people like Mark who are fighting inside the
United States,” a young woman stated.
Professors in the social sciences depart-
ment organized time for a three-hour discus-
sion with the Pathfinder representatives on

“Economic and social conditions in the
United States today.” Topics they were in-
terested in discussing included an assess-
ment of the domestic and foreign policies of
the new Democratic Party administration,
and what elements of anti-Cuban revolution
propaganda had the most impact on U.S.
workers.

There was particular interest in how the
economic and social crisis in the United
States has affected the Cuban-American
community in Miami. Picado, who works in
a garment factory in Miami with many Cu-
ban and other Latin American workers. was
able to explain the increasing polarization
between the generation of Cubans who em-
igrated to the United States in the 1960s and
early 1970s and a newer generation of Cu-
ban immigrants, many of whom find them-
selves working in factories and other busi-
nesses owned by Cuban-Americans. Like
other workers in the United States, Picado
explained, the consciousness of these work-
ers 1s affected by the economic crisis. More-
over. they are not afraid of taking on the
reactionary forces that have long tried to
monopolize the political life in the Cuban-
American community,

“For the first time since the riumph of
the Cuban revolution,” Picado said, “last
October a public meeting was organized in
Miami for two communist youth leaders
from Cuba.”

One of the professors present asked about
the many books by Leon Trotsky, the Rus-
sian communist leader, that are published by
Pathfinder. Many young men and women
now teaching in Cuba's universities lived
and studied for years in the Soviet Union.
Trotsky's writings were not available in ei-
ther Cuba or the Soviet Union and he was
generally portrayed as a counterrevolution-
ary opponent of Lenin.

Under the impact of the disintegration of
the bureaucratic parties and regimes in East-
ern Europe and the former Soviet Union,
there is great interest in reading Trotsky's
writings — as well as rereading Lenin —
and openness to reevaluating what had pre-
viously been taught as the history of the
Russian revolution, Several professors told
us they had just begun reading books like
Trotsky’s Revolution Betrayed and My Life

and were finding them useful in trying 1o
understand what is happening today in the
former Soviet Union.

“What do you think is the place of Trotsky
in the continuity of the communist move-
ment?"” one professor asked. Another said
he was impressed with Revolurion Betraved,
“But I have to find out more about what
Trotsky actually did.” he said. “Did his
deeds match his words?”

The challenge of continuing to move for-

Militant/Argiris Malapanis
Volunteers cut cabbage near Giiines in Havana province, January 1993. Lack of many basic food items
is most serious indication of Cuba's current economic crisis. Students at Matanzas conference,
reflecting some of the most politically conscious youth in Cuba, were eager to discuss world political
developments and how to meet challenges facing Cuba.

ward on a working-class course, while Cuba
faces a deep economic crisis, was taken up in
a presentation on “Aspects of the Develop-
ment of Democracy in Cuba.” Nancy Montes
de Oca, Janny Rodriguez, Humbero
Martinez. and Jorge Zamora said the rectifi-
cation process was continuing even during
what the Cubans call the “special period.”

Rectification refers to the political reori-
entation in Cuba that began in 1984 and
gained real momentum between 1986 and
1990. It entailed an explicit rejection of
political and economic policies that had
been copied from the Soviet Union and
implemented in Cuba lor more than a de-
cade. That course had led to a significant
demobilization and demoralization of Cu-
ban workers, farmers, and youth.

At the heart of the rectification process
was the reintroduction of voluntary labor on
a mass scale 10 build new housing units,
daycare canters, and doctors” offices, Recti-
fication was. in fact, a class reorientation,
mobilizing Cuban working people to rely on
their own strength to resolve the economic
and political challenges facing the revolu-
tion and combat the growing privileges and
corruption of a burgeoning layer of admin-
istrators and technocrats.

Al the time, Cuban president Fidel Castro
pointed out that without this rectification
process it would become impossible 1o ad-
vance and defend the gains — and even the
existence — of the revolution.

With the rapid disintegration of the Sta-
linist regimes in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe in 1989, Cuba’s vital sup-
ply line of oil, food, raw materials. and
spare parts disappeared almost overnight.
This. on top of the draconian U.S. trade
embargo, plunged Cuba into the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the 1959 revolution. The
most serious indication of the scope of the
crisis today is the unavailability of many
basic food items. Industry has to a large
extent been paralyzed by lack of fuel and
raw materials. and production has dropped
drastically in all areas.

This economic crisis has broken the mo-
mentum that the rectification process was
developing prior to 1990. It has placed se-
vere limitations on construction projects and
is allowing the more privileged social layers

that had something to lose from a more
confident and politically conscious working
class to dig in their heels. The harsh short-
ages have meant fewer opportunities to win
over those who could be convinced of the
correctness of a proletarian course only as
it moved forward in practice.

A significant layer of Cubans, including
many young people. don’t see themselves
and their collective etforts as the solution to
the challenges Cuba is facing today. A re-
cent umiversity graduate, herself a
supporter of the revolution, said many
of her contemporaries were apathetic,
“simply waiting for the film to end.”
While they are not interested in or-
ganizing against the socialist course
being charted by the government. she
said, they assume it can’t succeed and
are simply waiting — arms crossed
— for something to change.

The students and professors who
were drawn to the Matanzas confer-
ence are among the most politically
conscious. This was shown through-
out the week by the political level of
the discussions, the consciousness of
the participants, their active interest
in everything happening in the world.
and the questions they asked as they
sought to learn more about the devel-
opment of class politics on a world
scale. Through them, the Militans re-
porters here were able to get a clearer
picture of the layer of youth and oth-
ers in Cuba who are responding to the
difficulties and challenges imposed
by the economic crisis with creativity
and enthusiasm and who are fighting
to find ways to use the greatest
resource Cuba has —its working
people — 1o resolve the very real
problems that exist.

The fight for food production

Every Saturday moming, Montes
de Oca and Amaury Jiménez explained.
one or more buses take students, profes-
sors, and other workers from the university
to one of the two farms that produce food
for the school. These farms are worked
largely by this voluntary labor. Charts,
seen all over the school, keep track of
participation in these brigades. One chart
showed that some people had already con-
tributed well over 100 hours this year,
while others had chosen not to participate
at all. “Tomorrow we'll work about four
hours,” Jiménez said one evening.

“We produce 80 percent of the potatoes,
yucca, and other root crops that the students
and staff consume. and all the vegetables,”
Juana Ortiz, director of the Karl Marx Voca-
tional School for Exact Sciences. said during
an aftemoon visit to the school. Nearly 2,000
students attend the boarding school. which
prepares students in grades 10-12 10 enter the
university to study sciences.

“Students spend 3 our of 11 days working
on the farm," Yasser Perera told the Milirant.
“We spend 8 days in classes and we go home
for 3 days.” Perera, in the 11th grade, is the
president of the Federation of High School
Students (FEEM) at the school. In addition to
the fields, the school is building facilities to
raise pigs, chickens, and rabbits.

“We also do almost all the cleaning and
maintenance work,” FEEM vice-president
Hassan Pérez added. Both youths and the di-
rector explained how the creativity of the stu-
dents was essential 1o keep the school run-
ning under the current cnsis conditions. This
was true at the university as well, Almost all
course work at the university and many
classes at the high school are geared (o en-
abling students to use what they leam in class
to immediately pitch in on solving some of
the problems confronting Cuba today.
Clearly, there are many youth who accept this
responsibility with enthusiasm.

Cuban *Frankensteins’

Because of the lack of hard currency,
schools and universities in Cuba face a
tremendous challenge to provide the mod-
em equipment and technology necessary
today for science and computer labora-
tories. At the University of Matanzas, a
member of the biotechnology teaching staff



proudly showed Militant reporters the
equipment that had been patched together
using computers and computer parts from
around the world. This is a “Cuban
Frankenstein,” he told us. It functions with
the same sensitivity as some of the best
equipment in the world, he noted, yet it had
been put together by students.

When the Karl Marx Vocational School
could not pay 1o bring in technicians to
care for the computer equipment, Ortiz
said, a group of 10 young women teamed
up with a physics teacher to keep the com-
puters in top shape. The students in the
I1th and 12th grades had come up with
donations to build a discotheque, which
they were doing with their own labor, we
were told. They were planning a grand
opening soon and saw it as a contribution
they would leave behind for the younger
classes, Students at the school have even
invented their own shoe polish, another
item that is in short supply.

Ortiz, who was elected to the country’s
National Assembly in the February 24 elec-
tions, explamed that the lack of construction
materials to build new child-care centers had
become a big problem. To meet the needs,
she explained, the school had decided to
open its own center. on school grounds. for
the children of teachers and stalt, The center
wias inaugurated March 8. International
Women's Day. Although they had planned
to start with only 10 children. enrollment is
now at 19.

This child-care center is part of a larger
plan to create 10 new centers in Matanzas
utilizing facilities that exist in schools and
tactories and can be adapted with relatively
few resources. Four, including the one at the
Karl Marx Vocational School, are already
open. In every province. we were told. work
is under way to resolve the child-care needs
in a similar fashion and there are plans to
open more offices for family doctors in this
manner as well.

Breaking the information blockade

Even scientific journals are a problem,
The library staff explained that it is im-
possible for them to subscribe to the jour-
nals the students and professors need for
their research and to stay current with the
latest scientific discoveries and discussions
around the world. The Ministry of Higher
Education in Havana subscribes 1o some
journals and makes photocopies for
schools and institutes around the country.
To supplement this, the university library
here sent out nearly 20,000 letters last year
to journals and individual scientists around
the world asking for reprints of articles
that had appeared in various publications.
Seventy percent responded by sending the
requested material at no charge. Some sent

Pathfinder launches
Books for Cuba Fund

In the past year, Pathfinder Press
has received many requests from Cu-
ban libraries and schools for dona-
tions of books and pamphlets publish-
ed and distributed by Pathfinder.

Because of the depth of the current
economic crisis in Cuba, funds to pur-
chase these books are virtually nonex-
istent. Yet there is a tremendous thirst
for exactly the kind of material that
Pathfinder produces on the history of
the modem working-class movement
and the struggles of working people
around the world (see article above).

To meet these requests Pathfinder
has launched a Books for Cuba Fund.
The cost of the donation to the Uni-
versity of Matanzas library alone
came to $1,600.

Similar donations to the library at
the Higher Technical Institute in
Holguin in October 1992 and Febru-
ary 1993 cost $1,500. This means
funds are urgently needed. Send your
donation to: Pathfinder Books for
Cuba Fund, Pathfinder Press, 410
West Street, New York, NY 10014.

additional related material, including re-
cently published books and even some un-
published research.

Olbeida Tam, director of the information
center, as the university library is called,
showed us the three-foot-high pile of re-
prints that had arrived in just one day as a
result of this intensive work carried out by
staff, students, and professors together.

Repercussions of tourism

The University of Matanzas is less than
30 miles from the Varadero beaches and
tourist hotels that figure prominently in the
govemment decision to accelerate the devel-
opment of tourism in Cuba. This is one of
the few ways, government leaders have con-
cluded. to obtain the hard currency neces-
sary to buy desperately needed products on
the world marker.

More than 17,000 workers, most drawn
from the nearby city of Cirdenas. work in
Varadero. A morning tour showed large-
scale construction and renovation projects
and several brand new. high-class hotels.
Several of these hotels were built as joint
ventures with Spanish and Mexican compa-
nies. Under varying agreements. the non-
Cuban investors will Keep a percentage of
the profits for a limited number of years. In
exchange, they provide the initial capital and
participate in training a staff,

The growth of tourism has brought some
noticeable social contradictions. Prostitu-
tion, largely eliminated in the early years of
the revolution, is once again expanding rap-
idly around the tourist hotels.

The government recently decided to al-
low tourism workers in Varadero to keep
most of the dollars they get in tips. Pre-
viously. they had been required to ex-
change any hard currency they received
for Cuban pesos. Now they exchange their
tips for vouchers for use in special stores
stocked with imported items such as cloth-
ing, electrical appliances, and food not
available to Cubans who have only pesos.
For every dollar these workers deposit,
they get a voucher worth 70 cents. The
other 30 cents goes into a national fund to
help finance priority social projects. It is
widely expected that this policy will be
extended to workers in the tourist industry
in other parts of the country and many
expect it will broaden further.

“How can | explain to my niece, who is
in elementary school, why every day some
of the children bring food to eat that she
doesn’t have,” one young man asked. “"Some
have good shoes and clothes that she can’t
have,” he added, pointing to the growing
inequality between those who have family
members working in tourism and those who
don’t. He was speaking during the discus-
sion following a presentation at the student
conference on “Tourism: An Alternative for
Social and Economic Development in
Cuba.” "My niece is taught that everyone in
Cuba has access 1o the same things,” he said,
“but if some people have dollars. that's not
really true.”

The possibility of individuals gaining ac-
cess to dollars and the products they can buy
has hit Cdrdenas especially hard. Ahighly in-
dustrialized city of 90,000 less than 10 miles
from Varadero, Cardenas is having trouble
maintaining its work force, the president of
the municipal assembly said. Many workers.
often highly trained, are leaving their jobs to
work in the hotels and restaurants.

The university is also feeling the impact,
On a tour of Varadero we met several uni-
versity graduates and two professors who
are working in entertainment and admin-
istration of hotels. The English department
is being severely affected. since anyone
who speaks English well is in high demand
at Varadero.

A member of the Communist Party in
Matanzas explained that with the an-
nouncement of each decision to accelerate
development of tourism, and related steps
such as legalizing the dollar tips held by
Cuban workers. his initial reaction was.
“That’s a terrible move." He added, "1 know
these undermine collective solutions 1o our
problems and push people to try to get dol-
lars for themselves and their families.” But,
he said, he had thought about it a lot and had

no alternative solution to get the needed
dollars.

"The sitwation 1s pretty desperate,” he
said. He explained that hospitals were now
being forced to postpone nonemergency sur-
gery because of a lack of anesthetics. His
brother-in-law had been scheduled for a her-
nia operation. But when he showed up for
his appointment, he was sent home. A car
accident victim had needed immediate sur-
gery and the supply of anesthetics left was
too low to use it for the hernia operation. A
growing backlog of noncritical surgery pa-
Hents nOw exists.

The Communist Party member ex-
plained that even the supply of milk for
children under seven years old was precar-
ious. Cuba has been carefully rationing
milk 1o ensure an adequate supply for chil-
dren and those with special dietary needs.
Initially, most milk and dairy products
were reserved for children under 14 years
old. This was later changed to children
under the age of seven. For the next two
weeks, according to this party leader, due
10 inadequate fodder available for the cows
and the resulting drop in dairy production,
fresh milk will not even be available for
these children. Instead, powdered milk will
be distributed.

The decision to legalize spending the dol-
lars held by workers in tourism, he said, will
bring into circulation several million dollars
that individuals have been hoarding. thus
increasing individual buying power as well
as state funds. In the first three weeks after
the new regulations were implemented in
Varadero, nearly a half a million dollars
were turned in for vouchers, equal to the
total amount turned in by workers in tourism
in all of 1992,

Plans for future conferences

International participation in gatherings
like the student conference in Matanzas used
1o be organized very differently in Cuba.
When funds to pay for such events came
from a centralized state budget, invitations
tended to be more centrally decided. This is
now changing.

Given the economic crisis, Cubans said,
the University of Matanzas is no longer
allocated any hard currency from the state
budget, whether for books, scientific
equipment, or any other needs., The only
exception is computers. which are pur-
chased with a special centralized national
budget and allocated according to national
priorities.

Every school is being encouraged to or-
ganize “'scientific tourism,” which includes
conferences and other gatherings that pro-
mole international participation, as well as
soliciting students who want to enroll in
special courses and postgraduate studies.
Hard currency received through such ac-
tivities is used by the university to finance
equipment and materials the school would
not otherwise be able to purchase, Several
professors and students explained, how-
ever, that such activities bring a political
as well as economic advantage. They are
embracing the opportunities this offers
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Construction of luxury hotel in Havana. Growth of tourism industry in Cuba has
brought noticeable social contradictions, Prostitution, eliminated in early years of
revolution, is expanding around tourist hotels.

with enthusiasm because it helps open up
the world to them in a way that would not
otherwise be possible.

The Pathfinder delegation’s participation
in the student conference in Matanzas was
the result of a year-long effort on the part
of the director of the social sciences depart-
ment, Gerardo Ramos. Ramos first met
Pathfinder representatives at the Havana
Book Fair in February 1992, where he en-
thusiastically solicited copies of a number
of books for use by the department. At a
library conference in the eastern city of
Holguin in October, a Pathfinder delegation
met and talked with the director of the
University of Matanzas library as well as
another librarian from the city sports center.
This led to the invitation for representatives
of the publishing house to come to Matan-
zas.

Ramos, who is working with other pro-
fessors to revise the curriculum for teaching
Marxism, asked if it would be possible for
Pathfinder to donate to the library not only
a selection of Pathfinder titles, but a set of
the English-language edition of the col-
lected works of Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels, recently rescued by Pathfinder from
a pulping factory in Moscow.

The collected works of these revolution-
ary leaders have never been published in
their entirety in Spanish, and there is a
ieal hunger among students and professors
alike to read or reread Marx and Engels
in light of recent developments in the
world, Every student at the university
studies English.

As part of its participation in the confer-
ence, the Pathfinder delegation presented
the requested books to the university library.
The conference organizers displayed some
of the titles on a table outside each confer-
ence session and they quickly became a
topic of many discussions.

Several students volunteered to prepare a
display to let everyone at the university
know the books were available. These stu-
dents were also interested to hear of the
Pathfinder Readers Club that students and
professors in Holguin had set up to collec-
tively study some of the books,

The University of Matanzas will be the
site of several other international conferen-
ces in the coming year, including a June
9-11 scientific seminar on “The Thought
of Emesto Che Guevara and the
Challenges of the End of the Century.”
Conference organizers invited the Path-
finder delegation to return for these gath-
erings and asked for help in spreading the
word to students and other youth interna-
tionally.

Those interested in participating can
communicate directly with Gerardo Ramos,
Jefe del Departamento de Ciencias Sociales.
Universidad de Matanzas, Autopista a Var-
adero km. 3. Matanzas, Cuba. Tel: 61013,
ext. 239. Fax: 53-7-33-7036.

Francisco Picado and Mary-Alice Waters
contributed to this article.
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Gov’t presses anti-immigrant campaign
using investigation of New York bombing

BY MARTIN KOPPEL

The federal government has arrested a
third person and is pressing its harassment
campaign against Arab immigrants on the
pretext of investigating the February 26
World Trade Center explosion. Arab-Amer-
ican and Muslim organizations have pro-
tested the anti-immigrant campaign, which
smears them as terrorists.

A heavily armed SWAT team of FBI
agents swooped down on an apartment in
Maplewood, New Jersey, and arrested Nidal
Ayyad, a 25-year-old chemical engineer
who works for Allied-Signal Corp. Ayyad.
a recent Rutgers University graduate, is a
Palestinian immigrant and a naturalized U.S.
citizen.

Terrified neighbors said the federal
agents arrived in the early moming of March
10 in 15 vehicles accompanied by a bomb
squad truck. Wielding rifles, the helmeted
cops cordoned off the street for almost five
hours. They took Ayyad away and carried
off several boxes of his belongings, includ-
ing a video of his recent wedding. He was
jailed and denied the right to bail.

The young man’s family expressed out-
rage at the arrest and insisted he had nothing
to do with the bombing. Ayyad shares the
apartment with his wife Reem, 19, and his
mother and mother-in-law.

Guilt by association

Federal authorities charged Ayyad with
aiding and participating in the bombing.
They have presented no evidence linking
him to the blast, only the fact that he is a
friend of another young Palestinian immi-
grant, Mohammed Salameh.

Salameh. 25. was arrested earlier when
he went to a Ryder truck rental agency in
Jersey City. New Jersey. and requested a
refund on his $400 deposit for a rented Ford
van. which he reported had been stolen the
night before the explosion. FBI and police
officials claim the van was traced to the
bomb site below the World Trade Center. He
100 is in prison without bail.

If convicted, Salameh and Ayyad could
face life imprisonment without parole.

Federal cops also arrested Ibrahim
Elgabrowny, 42, alter barging into his
Brooklyn, New York, home and confiscat-
ing boxes of personal belongings. Although
officials admiit they have no evidence link-
g Elgabrowny to the explosion and
charged him only with resisting arrest, he is
being held without bail.

Meanwhile. an immigration judge denied
Omar Abdel Rahman’s appeal for asylumand
ordered his deportation. Abdel Rahman, 54,
is an Egyptian-born clergyman and outspo-
ken opponent of the regime in that country,

U.S. officials admit they have no evidence
to charge the cleric in connection with the
New York explosion. But the big-business
media and the cops have painted him as the
leader of “a violent Islamic fundamentalist
sect” who is somehow behind the bombing,
ignoring the fact that he has publicly con-
demned it. Stating that Abdel Rahman fre-
quently spoke at mosques in Jersey City and
Brooklyn, FBI agents have interrogated and
harassed Muslims in the area.

Lacking a real case against those ar-
rested. the government has also attempted
to associate them with Sayyid Nosair, an
Egyptian immigrant whom U.S. authorities
unsuccessfully prosecuted for the murder
of Israeli rightist Meir Kahane in 1990,
Nosair was acquitted of the murder charge
but was convicted of gun possession and
assault.

Numerous members of New Jersey and
New York mosques attended rallies in de-
fense of Nosair during his trial and have
visited him in prison since, including
Salameh and Elgabrowny, a fact that police
officials portray as sinister. Authorities are
now planning to bring new charges against
Nosair, claiming Elgabrowny was plotting
to help him escape to Nicaragua.

Arab-Americans protest

Groups representing  Arab-Americans
and Muslims have protested media and po-
lice efforts 1o tar them as terrorists, About
600 people demonstrated March 20 in Jer-
sey City to protest this anti-immigrant pro-
paganda (sec article below).

Albert Mokhiber, president of the Amer-
ican-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee

Demonstrators in New Jersey rally:
‘Stop the harassment of Muslims’

BY JANE HARRIS
AND STU SINGER

JERSEY CITY. New Jersey — Six hun-
dred people, overwhelmingly Muslims from
New York. New Jersey. and Connecticut,
demonstrated March 20 1o protest attacks on
a mosque here after concerted efforts by the
FBI. big-business media, and capitalist pol-
iticians to link it to the World Trade Center
bombing.

The mosque, located on the third floor of

a building in the busy Journal Square shop-
ping area. was attacked the week after the
police charged a member of this mosque
with taking part in the February 26 bombing.
All windows of the mosque were broken.
A press release distributed at the demon-
stration by the Islamic Circle of North
America said, “As representatives of the
Muslim community in North America, we
deplore the recent car bomb attack on the
World Trade Center in New York. Reports
now indicate that a Muslim has been impli-
cated in that bombing. If, in fact, a Muslim
individual or group had any role in the
bombing. they acted on their own and
against Islamic principles that assure the
safety of civilians, even in times of war.”
The speakers at the demonstration were
all Muslim religious leaders from the met-
ropolitan area. Following prayers and
speeches, protesters marched around the
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block. from the parking lot where the rally
was held to the front of the mosque.

The demonstrators carried placards read-
ing. “Islam is not terrorism.” “"We shall not
tolerate prejudice,” “Stop vicious anti-Is-
lamic campaign.” and “'Stop harassing Mus-
lims."

One of the speakers told the crowd.
“Whether you are Christian or Jewish, we
stand with you if you're for peace. No ter-
rorists can come and find sanctuary in our
mosques. We will not allow them to be used
for an alternative agenda,”

New Jersey Socialist Workers gubemato-
rial candidate Mark Rahn participated in the
demonstration along with a number of cam-
paign supporters.

Rahn’s Democratic Party opponent, in-
cumbent New Jersey govemnor James Flo-
rio. has helped whip up hysteria around
the explosion by calling for the death pen-
alty against anyone convicted of involve-
ment in it.

“First of all, I'm opposed to the death
penalty altogether,” Rahn said. “But the in-
vestigation of this explosion is being used
to whip up fear against immigrant workers
and against Muslims in particular. The ar-
rests and charges so far have been conducted
as a witch-hunt, with no pretense of respect
for the presumption of innocence.”

Militant/Stu Singer
Rally at Jersey City mosque, targeted by police in World Trade Center case,

(ADC), said in a statement, "We find it
highly irresponsible of the media and other
sources to implicate Arabs and/or Muslims
in this act when not a shred of evidence has
materialized to substantiate such charges.
Speculation of this nature can only reinforce
negative stereotypes of Arabs and has the
potential to stimulate a violent backlash
against the Arab-American community.”

The ADC cited a spate of anti-Muslim
incidents since the New York explosion,
including the smashing of windows at the
Jersey City mosque. the vandalization of the
home of an Iranian family in Los Angeles,
and several telephoned threats against a
mosque in San Diego. California.

Anti-Arab prejudices are weaker

At the same time. the ADC noted that
openly anti-Arab attacks have been “rela-
tively limited.” underlining the fact that,
among wide layers of the U.S. population,
racist prejudices against Arabs are weaker
today than in past decades.

This fact is reflected in the careful public
statements by top U.S. officials. FBI director

William Sessions, for example, declined to
describe the World Trade Center blast as an
act of intenational terrorism and said he
opposed “speculation.”

These comments came after testimony by
New York FBI director James Fox at a
March 9 congressional hearing on the New
York explosion. Fox asserted that his “gut
feeling” was that the February 26 blast was
“a terrorist incident organized by a large,
well-known terronist group.” Asked for
facts, he replied, “I don't have a specific
group in mind now. Thirty years of this stuff
is what makes my gut feel i.”

Such statements reflect the unsubstanti-
ated character of the case against Salameh,
Ayyad, and Elgabrowny. But the major me-
dia and government officials have used the
case to push for greater restrictions on demo-
cratic rights, particularly against immigrants.

New York Newsday reported that Rep.
Charles Schumer, who chaired the congres-
sional hearing, “‘has proposed legislation to
tighten the screening of foreigners seeking
1o enter the United States and to increase
federal penalties for aiding terrorist activi-
ties.” Schumer wants to see more immigra-
tion detention centers built,

Testifying at the same hearing, Thomas
McNamara, the State Department’s coordi-
nator for counterterrorism, contended, “The
vast majority of illegal immigrants, once
they set footon U.S. soil . . . need not fear ex-
pulsion.” The govemment, he added, must
“secure our borders."

FBI officials have complained they do
not have enough leeway in carrying oul
spying against legal political and religious
groups, and have used the New York bomb-
ing case o push for greater powers.

New Jersey govemor James Florio has
called for using the death penalty against
“whoever is responsible for the terrorist
actions at the World Trade Center,” a
spokesperson for the govemor said. The
right of the federal government to apply the
death penalty in such a case remains in legal
dispute.

ANC youth visit Philadelphia

BY NANCY COLE

PHILADELPHIA — Three leaders of
the African National Congress (ANC) Youth
League completed a successful three-day
tour here March 20,

The tour by Mlungisi Johnson, Thabo
Mzilikazi. and Lundi Rasmeni focused on
local campuses and high schools. They ad-
dressed more than 600 students.

The youth leaders answered a range of
questions, from “What is apartheid like?”
and “Do you have problems with drugs.
1007 1o questions seeking reassurance that
the ANC’s political course. which includes
negotiations with the National Party regime,
can lead to the overthrow of apartheid and
the establishment of a democratic republic,

City Council president John Street wel-
comed the three youths to the city at a council
meeting when the tour began. The session
was broadcast live on radio and was included
in two TV newscasts. The antiapartheid ac-
tivists spoke on several other radio shows.

On March 19, Rasmeni addressed the
weekly meeting of the Committee for a Fair
Contract of the Chevron unit of Qil, Chem-
ical and Atomic Workers Local 8-234. Forty
unionists attended. The Chevron workers,
who were successful in winning union rep-
resentation last September. are now fighting
for a contract.

The ANC youth leaders were the guests
of honor at a reception, attended by 50
people. that included representatives of the
groups sponsoring the tour’s meetings.
Council member David Cohen, who had
initiated their official welcome from the
City Council. also attended.

The tour culminated with a citywide
meeting of 75 at the Church of the Advocate,
which was chaired by Rosita Johnson and
ANC representative Godfrey Sithole, both
members of the Philadelphia Anti-Apart-
heid Committee. Father Paul Washington, a
longtime civil rights activist, introduced the
meeting.

“What can foreigners do to help?” asked

a student at the University of Pennsylvania
meeting, which was sponsored by the Black
Graduate and Professional Student Associ-
ation. Johnson answered that students could
put pressure on the US. govenment. help
out with the voter education project in South
Africa, and organize 1o get financial dona-
tions for the ANC.

Mzilikazi described his introduction to
apartheid’s brutality at the age of 13 when
one of his friends left South Africa to join
the armed wing of the ANC, Umkhonto we
Sizwe. The apartheid security forces threw
Mzilikazi in jail and tortured him in an effort
10 learn how his friend had left the country.

At LaSalle University, a student com-
mented, “There's a question I've always
had. I've put it to my parents. At one point
Americans were going through the same
struggle for civil rights, although South Af-
rica’s was more brutal. But look at the num-
bers — several million whites opposed to
the large majority of Blacks. Why didn™t
armed struggle succeed?”

To this and similar questions about the
suspension of armed actions and the merits
of negotiating with the enemy, the youths
explained that the ANC was forced to take
up arms in 1961. This, along with mass
actions, international solidarity, and the un-
derground political movement forced Pres-
ident F. W. de Klerk to the negotiating table.
“He found out,” Rasmeni said. “that if you
kill me, another will come in my place.”

"l have a question for you,” Mzilikazi
said to students at the University of Dela-
ware meeting. “What do you think you
should do to support our struggle?" A young
woman answered, “The best thing is to be-
come more informed about South Africa and
then to inform others."

More than 200 students signed up during
the tour for more information and to become
active in the antiapartheid struggle, accord-
ing to representatives of the Philadelphia
Anti-Apartheid Committee.



Rightists assault picket line in Miami

Continued from back page
Cuban-American wife also joined the pro-
test. said the embargo affects members of
his family and is “causing misery and suf-
fering for my Cuban brothers.” Two men
beat Tapia, one with a bicycle chain, leaving
him with a large gash across his back.

Police arrested some of the right-wingers
who were assaulting people. though many
of the attackers were not detained.

This reporter saw two assaults. In one
instance, a man walking with the aid of a
cane was punched and kicked before he
was able to get away. In the other, a woman
who was attempting to leave the demon-
stration was punched by two men who
pinned her against a building before others
came to her aid. In neither case did the
police intervene.

The antiembargo protesters remained,
chanting and waving their signs. Meanwhile,
rocks and eggs were being thrown and indi-
vidual right-wing thugs continued their as-
saults, trying to pick off people on the edges
of the picket line when they couldn’t get
through police. After about 40 minutes the
police announced that the rally permit was
voided and that anyone who didn't leave
would be arrested.

As those protesting the embargo at-
tempted 1o leave. the rightists broke
through the police lines and attacked ev-
eryone they could. The conduct of the po-
lice, who ended the protest withoul
providing enough security, encouraged the
right-wing thugs. who also hit some of the
police officers.

Atone point Andrés Gomez. a leader of the
Antonio Maceo Brigade and a particular tar-
get of the rightists, was placed by police in 4
squad car and taken away from the area. He
was later released after being arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct. showing
that the cops’ main concem was not Gémez's
safety.

The police also arrested another anti-
embargo protester, a member of the Antonio
Maceo Brigade. on felony charges.

Rightists attempt to justify assaults

The cops arrested 15 right-wingers. Most
of them were released within a few hours.
Police charged most of them only with dis-
orderly conduct.

The rightists who attacked the peaceful

protest have vigorously tried 1o justify their
violent assaults. They claim they were pro-
voked by the fact that a protest against the
embargo occurred, contending that they

There is wide recognition here, however,
that the assaults were carried out by ultra-
rightists like Alpha 66, and that the atacks
constituted a violation of the nght to

Rightists attack Miami pickets protesting U.S. embargo against Cuba

could not be expected to control their in-
flamed passions, This argument has been
widely rejected. including by many Cuban-
Americans in this city.

Eddie Levy Rodriguez, chair of the Cu-
ban American Defense League, said, "What
happened today was something shameful.
Again, people are denied their civil liberties
and the right to assembly. Even our elected
officials were involved. | don’t necessarily
agree with the demonstrators, but this is a
free country and they have a right to
demonstrate.”

Levy Rodriguez was referring to the fact
that one city commissioner, Miriam Alonso,
appeared on the scene shortly after the at-
tacks on the antiembargo protest had begun
and joined those on the side of Radio Mam-
bi. She met in the radio station with chief of
police Calvin Ross and demanded that the
police stop arresting the right-wingers. She
also called for the city to stop issuing per-
mits to any groups like the ATC and the
Antonio Maceo Brigade.

demonstrate and freely express ideas. This
was reflected in the editorials run by the
Miami Herald. the city’s major daily.

Herald deplores right-wing attack

Two days after the assault an editorial in
the Herald stated., "How sad. then. that once
more a group trying 10 express repugnant
ideas has been violently attacked in Miami,
This time those pummeled were Antonio
Maceo Brigade supporters attacked while
picketing in front of Spanish-language radio
station WAQI-Radio Mambi to oppose the
U.S. economic embargo of Cuba.”

The editorial continued. " The pickets had
a city permit to picket on a public sidewalk.
They had a First Amendment right to ex-
press their opinions without being physi-
cally attacked.

“Anyone who assaults or exhorts others
1o assault someone for expressing an unpop-
ular belief should be arrested and prose-
cuted. The First Amendment guarantees
each of us the right to free expression.”

Crisis in Russia alarms capitalist powers

Continued from front page
sumption of emergency powers.

Yeltsin, while not yet making an attempt
to disperse the Congress, has stated that he
will ignore any legislative effort to remove
him from office. According to the Washing-
ton Post, among the presidential decrees
already prepared are the banning of some
anti-Yeltsin newspapers and “providing for
unspecified legal action against |Ruslan)
Khasbulatov,” the chairman of the Russian
legislature.

The central issue in dispute between
Yeltsin and his opponents in parliament is
over how fast to move in imposing capitalist
market methods. Neither side offers any
other answer to the deep social crisis.

Roots of crisis

The roots of the current social and eco-
nomic crisis lie in the counterrevolution car-
ried out in the Soviet Union under Joseph
Stalin in the 1920s and 1930s.

In 1917 the workers and peasants in Rus-
sia made a revolution that swept away cap-
italist rule and opened the road to socialism.
But beginning in the mid-1920s. the failure
of the revolutionary struggles in other coun-
tries in Europe. growing international isola-
tion of the Soviet state, and years of civil
war and shortages led to the growth of a
conservative bureaucracy, backed by a po-
lice apparatus that defended the privileges
and social position of the rising petty-bour-
geois layer.

This bureaucracy drove the working class
and its communist vanguard out of political
life through force and violence. It trans-
formed the Communist Party from an orga-
nization of revolutionary workers into an
instrument of repression. and extended its
counterrevolutionary perspectives and prac-
tices intemationally.

Consolidating its hold on the reiny of
government. the bureaucracy took the form

of what can best be described as a caste. The
ruling stratum does not own industry and
banking, either collectively or as individu-
als, and is thus not a new exploiting ruling
class. Instead, its privileges as a social caste
are denived from nationalized property rela-
tions — the central conquest of the 1917
revolution that remains despite the Stalinist
regime’s usurpation of political power from
the working class.

This bureaucratic layer is a parasite on the
body of the nationalized property. It acts as
a brake on the economy and blocks the
deepening of workers’ political conscious-
ness and the conquest of culture and tech-
nique.

Neither Yeltsin nor his opponents in Con-
gress represent a qualitative break from their
predecessors. They are just more openly
procapitalist.

Shortly after the Russian president’s
March 20 declaration, several thousand pro-
and anti-Yeltsin demonstrators rallied out-
side the parliamentary building in Moscow,
Some youth expressed their growing impa-
tience with both Yeltsin and his opponents
within the bureaucracy.

“The whole thing is a mess,” said Alexei
Kochergin, 19, a crane operator. “It’s already
six years we've been restructuring our-
selves, and nothing has come of i."”

* was for Yeltsin during the coup and
afterward,” said Vika Revazova, an 18-year-
old art student. “I thought he would some-
how improve our lives and this country.
Now I've lost confidence.”

Clinton plans to announce a new aid
package for Russia at his April 3—4 meeting
with Yeltsin in Vancouver, British Colum-
bia. Foreign and finance ministers of the
Group of Seven — the United States, Ger-
many, France, Japan, laly, Canada, and
Britain — are also planning to mect a few
days before Yeltsin's planned April 25 ref-
erendum to discuss providing Russia with

additional funds.

British, Canadian. French, German, and
Japanese government officials have care-
fully expressed their support to Yeltsin in his
power struggle with the Russian parliament.
The Japanese rulers, who had been hesitant
10 provide much aid to Russia. are now
suggesting that the Group of Seven create a
S10 billion fund of loans and grants, of
which Tokyo would put up a third.

The leaders of the former Soviet republics
in Latvia, Lithuania, and Ukraine are back-
ing Yeltsin. Georgian leader Eduard
Shevardnadze, former foreign minister of
the Soviet Union, expressed support for
Yeltsin but warned that Russia “now faces
the danger of civil war.”

The Georgian government announced
March 19 that its forces had shot down a
Russian air force plane flying over Abkha-
zia, which declared its sovereignty from
Georgia last year.

Yeltsin's move is likely to prompt resis-
tance from the numerous autonomous re-
publics and regions that make up the Rus-
sian federation. “The political power strug-
gle in Moscow could speed up the disinte-
gration of the world’s largest country,”
stated a March 23 Washington Post article,
“as local officials seize on the opportunity
to wrest even greater autonomy from the
center.”

According 10 the Post. 20 autonomous re-
gions within Russia have already denounced
Yeltsin's move as “unconstitutional.”

“The major controversy concerns the
pace, not the direction, of reform.” wrote
former LS., secretary of state Henry Kissin-
ger in a March 23 Washington Post column.
“A referendum is an appeal to the people.
But histonically it has smoothed the way to
dictatorship more frequently than to democ-
racy.” Kissinger urged Clinton 1o not stake
U.S. policy toward Russia on solely sup-
porting Yeltsin,

The front page of the Herald the day after
the incident ran a photo of a man punching
a woman who held a sign opposing the
embargo. Another photo inside the paper
showed Claribel Mederos, who had been hit
in the head by a rock thrown at those who
were protesting the embargo. The Herald
article quoted rightists who boasted of beat-
ing a protester, saying they would have
killed him if he hadn’t run.

Liz Balmaseda. a Cuban-American col-
umnist for the Miami Herald. described the
right-wing thugs as the “dinosaurs™ of the
Cuban-American community and called for
rejecting their attacks on democratic rights.

The protest and ensuing discussion of the
attack and the right to free speech reflect the
changes that have taken place in the Cuban-
American community in Miami. Those who
attacked the picket line claim that opponents
of the embargo and supporters of more open
U.S. relations with Cuba are few and iso-
lated. But in fact there is growing discussion
of and opposition 1o Washington's policy
toward Cuba in the Cuban-American com-
munity in Miami and throughout the United
States.

On March 19 an opponent of the Cuban
government, Eloy Gutiérrez Menoyo, who
is among those who uses his time spent in
jail in Cuba as his credentials, took out a
full-page ad in £/ Nuevo Herald, the Span-
ish-language version of the Mianu Herald,
calling for a dialogue with the Cuban gov-
emment.

Radio Progreso

Francisco Aruca, director of Radio Pro-
greso, a Spanish-language radio station, is
an opponent of the embargo and his show
has a wide audience. Aruca pointed out the
fallacy of the excuse that a picket line in
front of a radio station is a provocation and,
therefore, an excuse for an attack on free
speech. He noted that his station was fre-
quently picketed by some of the same right-
wing forces who were involved in the
March 17 attack.

Aruca took calls from many people who
were outraged at the attack. including some
people who wanted to participate in the
protest bui were afraid because of the threats
by Radio Mambi. Aruca noted that the at-
tacks are aimed precisely at preventing a
broad number of people from speaking out
publicly,

The existence of Radio Progreso. which
the right wing has tried to shut down, is part
of the evidence that many Cuban-Ameri-
cans are seeking to broaden the limits of the
discussion within Miami’s Cuban-Ameri-
can community.

One columnist in Diario de Las Améri-
cas. a paper that editorialized in support of
the actions organized by the right wing,
noted that the situation is becoming more
unfavorable for the rightist opponents of
free speech. Juan Abreu said the picket
represented “a step-up in the fight for polit-
ical space in the heart of the Cuban exile
community.” He ended his column, “But
more important than all this. .. is to take
note of the penetration, the depth of the
advance into our territory by those emissar-
ies of the enemy,” referring to Cuban-Amer-
ican opponents of the embargo.

Al a banquet a few days after the picket
line, 400 ATC members and their supporters
gathered and cheered Andrés Gémez as he
explained, “We decided to go ahead to
picket because we wanted to show them we
are not afraid.”

Goémez assured those present that there
would be more events and asked that people
be ready to participate. When he asked those
who had participated in the picket line to
stand, the audience greeted them with
cheers and applause.

Dan Fein. who was the Socialist Workers
candidate in last November’s election for
County Commission, made his call for end-
ing the embargo against Cuba a key plank
in his campaign. In an interview, he said,
“The right wing is losing the ability to
intimidate and terrorize people into silence.
More and more people, including in Mi-
ami’s Cuban-American community, are
speaking out against U.S, policy toward
Cuba and insist on the right to have a dem-
ocratic discussion on this. All those who
attempt to stop this with violence should be
charged and prosecuted to the full extent of
the law,”
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Coal miners

face contract
fight ahead

Continued from front page

decided 1o give in to some of the UMWA's
demands. In exchange the union agreed to a
60-day extension of the 1988 contract. Min-
ers returned to work March 5.

For months prior to the February 1 expi-
ration of the 1988 contract, negotiations be-
tween the union and the BCOA had been at
a standstill. )

The sticking point was BCOA members”
refusal to provide union negotiators with a
list of the full extent of their coal holdings.

As the deadline for the contract expiration
approached, news reports indicated thar
Consolidation Coal. AMAX Industries, and
Arch Minerals, which form the core of the
BCOA along with Peabody, were ready to
give the UMWA the information requested
in exchange for a contract extension. But
Peabody refused.

Ashland’s disclosure, however, strongly
suggests that the public appearance of dis-
unity among these energy giants was in
essence a cover for their private agreement
to attempt to make further inroads on the
strength of the union and to secretly bankroll
the strikebreaking efforts of whichever
among them was chosen as a selective strike
target.

This disclosure also underscores just how
important the BCOA members consider
their ability to deepen inroads on the union's
strength through the practice of double
breasting.

Even though the companies have agreed
to discuss the issue, just how much they will
move on it without further action against
them remains to be seen.

Negotiations between the UMWA and the
BCOA were scheduled to begin the last
week of March,

IBCBA contract extended second time

On March 22 the UMWA announced it
was extending for a second time its contract
with four companies that form the Inde-
pendent Bituminous Coal Bargaining Alli-
ance (IBCBA), made up of Jim Walters
Resources, Drummond Coal, Westmoreland
Coal, and U.S. Steel Mining.

The new extension, which will expire
June 30, “should be taken as an indication
that progress is continuing 10 be made,” said
a statement issued by the union and the
companies.

Miners who work a1 IBCBA mines ex-
pressed different opinions about the exten-
sion.

Several miners contacted for their reac-
tion expressed approval of the 90-day exten-
sion. One miner from Alabama said the
companies have it set up now so the foremen
can go in and maintain production. Another
miner said, “We should go along with the
extension and see what we can get in nego-
tiations."

Others expressed a different opinion.
“The companies should give us a contract
now or we should go out.” said one miner
who works at Iim Walter Resources Number
5 Mine near Brookwood. Alabama. “No-
body I've talked to likes it. The company
gets to hold back our clothing allowance,
our raise, and everyvthing else They've had
since February | to come up with a contract
and they should have one by now."” she said.
“The way | see i1, we should tell them, “Let’s
sit down and get a contract. or we're out of
here." ™

Her sentiments were echoed by another
miner who works al nearby Jim Walters
Number 7 Mine. “The companies are trying
to keep us in the dark. They want to try to
get us to accep! takebacks,”™ he said. *'I look
for them to offer us a raise but try to take
away vacation days. cut our health and re-
tirement benefits, cut back the work force.

*“I can’t see what the purpose of a 90-day
extension would be. They've already had
five years and 60 days. Give them another
three months and then where will we be? If
we have to go to war with Jim Walters and
the others, I'd rather go to war right now.”

John Hawkins is a laid-off miner in Birming-
ham, Alabama, and a member of United Mine
Workers of America Local 2328.
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IOWA

Des Moines

The Struggle for Power in Russia Today.
Speaker: Chris Remple, Socialist Workers Party.
Sat., April 3, 7:30 p.m. 2105 Forest Ave. Dona-
tion: $3. Tel: (515) 246-8249.

Socialist Educational Conference. Fri.. April 9:
South Africa: White Regime’s Final Hour, 2:30
p.m.: Dinner, 5 p.m.: Sat.. April 10: Cuba Today:
Challenges and Realities Confronting the Work-
ing Class. 6:30 p.m.: Sun., April 11: World Cap-
italist Crisis Accelerates, |1 am. Classes also
scheduled. Location: Des Moines Holiday Inn,
1050 6th Ave. Registration: to be announced. For
more information: (515) 246-8249,

PENNSYLVANIA

Pittsburgh

WTI Spells Death. Community Fights to Stop
Toxic Waste Incinerator. Speakers: Alonzo
Spencer, president, Save Our County. Inc., in East
Liverpool, Ohio; Brad Zielinski. postal worker in
Monaca, active against WTI incinerator; Gabricl
Amersbach. Pittsburgh Against Incineration; Ar-

nold Weissberg, Socialist Workers Party. Sun..
April4,7 p.m. 4905 Penn Ave, Donation: $3. Tel:
(412) 362-6767.

WEST VIRGINIA

Morgantown

Washington's Dilemma in Russia. Sat.. April 3.
7:30 p.m. 242 Walnut St. Donation: $4. Tel: (304)
296-0055.

CANADA

Montreal

Eyewitness Report from Mexico: Free Trade.
Protectionism, or an Internationalist Perspec-
tive for Workers and Farmers. Spcaker: Rose-
mary Ray, member, Canadian Auto Workers Lo-
cal 1900. Sat.. April 3, 7:30 p.m. 6566, boul.
St-Laurent. Donation: $4. Tel: (514) 273-2503.
Vancouver

The Clinton-Yeltsin Summit: What's Behind
the Crisis in Russia. Speaker: Dan Grant. Com-
munist League. Sat., Aprl 3. 7:30 p.m. 3967

Main St. (between 23rd and 24th Ave), Donation:
$4. Tel: (604) 872-8343,

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland

U.S. Intervention in Bosnia: Will It Help End
the Civil War? Speaker: Brigid Rotherham.
Communist League, member, Engineers Union.
Sat.. April 3. 7 p.m. La Gonda Arcade. 203
Karangahape Rd. Donation: $3. Tel: (9) 379-
3075.

Wellington

Democratic Rights under Attack from Cops,
Government. Sat.. April 3. 7 pm. 23
Mujoribanks St.. Courtenay Pl Donation; $3.
Tel: (4) 384-4205.

SWEDEN

Stockholm
German  Steelworkers Protest Layoffs —
Eyewitness Report. Speaker: Hilding Eklund,
member, Metalworkers Union. Sat., April 3. 4
p.m. Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St Eriksplan). Tel:
(08) 31 69 33.

Perot renews push for right-wing agenda

BY NAOMI CRAINE

Ross Perot, the billionaire who ran
against the Democratic and Republican can-
didates in last year’s election for U.S. pres-
ident, bought a half hour of television time
March 21 to promote his views and his
organization, United We Stand America. In
the $500.000 self-described “town meet-
ing,” Perot reiterated his attacks on Con-
gress and “the establishment™ in Washington
which he accused of corruption and low
moral standards..

Perot uses these demagogic attacks to put
forward a right-wing agenda of reducing the
living standards and democratic rights of
working people. During last year's election
campaign, under the banner of cutting the
federal budget deficit, he proposed an eco-
nomic austerity package that included in-
creasing 1axes on Social Security benefis for
the elderly and disabled and “‘containing™
costs on the federal Medicaid and Medicare
health programs.

The billionaire also suggested stiff taxes
on gasoline and tobacco, while arguing for
various tax breaks 10 major corporations in
order to “provide the proper incentives o
industry and to the market.”

Now that President Bill Clinton is em-
bracing many aspects of the billionaire’s
economic program, especially on Social Se-
curity, Medicaid, and taxes. Perot has be-
come more vague about his concrete pro-
posals for “reform.” He is instead pushing
the government to go farther on this course,
while attempting to build a following and
base of support around himself through
United We Stand America.

Perot promotes his program. which aims
1o slash the social gains working people
have won over the decades. with populist
appeals to the “American people,” whom he
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describes as “the owners™ of the country or,
“the taxpayers.” He blames government
waste and corruption, lobbyists. the deficit.
and foreign competitors for the economic
crisis squeezing working people and mid-
dle-class layers in the United States.

“It’s time 1o pick up a shovel and clean
out the bam,” was Perot’s refrain in his
March 21 television performance. He said
“reform™ should start from the top. and
called on members of Congress to take a 10
percent pay cut and eliminate many perks.

The direction of this seeming attack on bu-
reaucratic privilege became clearer when
Perot said cost-of-living pay raises should be
eliminated for all federal employees. This is
the aim of Perot's demagogy against the rich;
he promotes “sacrifices™ that invariably come
back on working people the hardest.

Another aspect of Perot's program is “law
and order.” He has previously advocated
giving police greater powers to carry out
searches and arrests in Dallas. for example.

Perot hopes 1o create a stronger executive
power, backed up by the military. police, and
occasional popular vote, at the expense of
the legislature and democratic rights. He
argues that he can “‘get things done.™ bypass-
ing elected representatives in Congress
through his own autocratic rule backed up
by periodic plebiscites. During his recent
TV address, Perot insisted his motto is not
what is “legal or illegal.” but what is “right
of wrong.” Of course, Perot would be the
ultimate arbiter of what is “right or wrong.”

During the 1992 election campaign, the
Texas businessman said that as president
he would organize an “electronic town
hall,” where people would vote for or
against his proposals on Key issues by
phone or computer link.

His March 21 television appearance was
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a scaled-down version of Perot’s electronic
town hall. He paid to have surveys featuring
17 questions on issues raised n his speech
inserted beforehand in the widely circulated
TV Guide.

He urged viewers to mail in the question-
naires so he could tabulate the results and
report the “opinions™ to elected officials.
Viewers could also call in their answers to
a 900 telephone number — at 40 cents per
call. The questions were carefully worded
so as to bias the results toward agreement
with Perot’s positions.

The main reason for the 30-minute com-
mercial was not to solicit opinions but rather
to win support for Perot and United We
Stand America, an organization he set up
during the presidential election campaign.

Perot’s speech was the latest step in his
effort to remain a prominent figure in capi-
talist politics in the United States. Soon after
Clinton’s Inauguration, Perot began travel-
ing the country. speaking to rallies of sup-
porters from Maine to Florida to California,
Many of his audiences have numbered
around 2.000 or more.

The former candidate is getting a hearing,
especially among middle-class people who
are resentful because they have been hard
hit by the economic depression. as well as
many workers who are disillusioned with
the Democratic and Republican parties.
Perot reportedly stands higher in opinion
polls now than he did before the November
election. in which he received almost 20
percent of the vote.

Perot’s continued rise in bourgeois public
opinion should be seen as an ominous sign
by the labor movement and all supporters of
democratic rights.
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Auckland: La Gonda Arcade. 203 Karan-
gahape Rouad. Postal Address: P.O. Box 3025, Tel:
(9) 379-3075.

Christchurch: 5933 Colombo St (upstairs),
Postal address: P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 365-
6055.

Wellington: 23 Maujoribanks St., Courtenay
Pl. Postal address: P.O. Box 9092, Tel: (4) 384-
4205,

SWEDEN

Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana Si
Eriksplan). Postal code: S-113 42. Tel: (08) 31
69 33.



Changing time—In  Ver-
woerdburg, South Africa, the
Hendrik  Verwoerd  Hospital,

Harry
Ring

named after the architect of apart-
heid, is considering changing its
name. A year ago, the hospital still
had separate phone listings for
“white” and “nonwhite” callers.

GREAT SOCIETY

“Isn’t that a Marxist govern-
ment?" — Posing as a talk show
host, a Spy magazine staffer asked
incoming members of Congress.
“Do you approve of what we're do-
ing to stop ethnic cleansing in
Freedonia?” There was general
agreement, with the most thoughtful
response from Rep. Steve Buyer:
“Yeah, it's a different situation than
the Middle East.” Freedonia was the
mythical setting for the 1933 Marx
brothers movie, Duck Soup.

50-50 — Since they left the
White House, George Bush con-
fides, he and spouse Barbara are
dividing up the housework just like

when they were first married. She
cooks and he does the dishes. She
makes the beds and he makes the
coffee.

What a deal — The new Bugatti
sports sedan (up to 186 MPH) is
available for $250,000. That may
sound pricey, but it includes a three-
year maintenance contract. “You
only add gas.” says a Bugatti
spokesperson.

Great corpsewear — Buy 350
packs of Virginia Slims (about
$780) and receive a black leather
biker jacket. You do have to sign a
statement that you're 21 or over.

How will they know? If the hand-
writing looks childlike, they say.
they'll check further.

All they do is kill people —
RIJR Nabisco (the cookie folks plus
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco) will issue
a separate class of stock tied to the
performance of its food business.
Key investors are reportedly disap-
pointed with the sluggish perfor-
mance of company stocks and attri-
bute it to the stigma of owning
shares in a tobacco company.

Talk about repression — Ped-
dlers of expensive cigars report that
despite the slump, their sales have

grown. And that, they note. is de-
spite the “social pressures” on
smokers. Confided one, "I have cli-
ents who are CEOs of Fortune 500
companies who can’t smoke in their
own homes."”

40-hour retirees — Discussing
the people leaving California for
jobs in nearby states, the head of a
Utah software company groused:
*“The problem is that too many peo-
ple are coming to retire. If you want
people to work 40 hours it's great.
But you don’t have people who
work 70-80 hours like you have in

Silicon Valley.”

Cop testifies police did not use ‘excessive’ force
during beating of Rodney King in Los Angeles

BY SANDRA PUCCI

LOS ANGELES — Testifying in defense
of the four cops who beat Rodney King, a
Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD)
“use-of-force expert” declared that the sav-
age attack on King conformed completely
to the department’s policy.

Every single kick and blow delivered to
King, said Sgt. Charles Duke, followed po-
lice guidelines for a “reasonable and neces-
sary use of force.”

Earlier. testifying for the prosecution. Sgt.
Mark Conta told the court that the club
blows that knocked King 1o the ground were
justified. But once King was down, he ad-
ded, the assault should have stopped.

Duke, however. told jurors every writhing
movement King made while face down on
the pavement could have been seen by the
cops as attempts (o get up, He commented,
“They have the right to construe that as
aggressive or combative behavior, so they
have the right 10 use force even though they
are not actually being attacked.”

Duke praised defendants Timothy Wind
and Laurence Powell. saying their beating
of a prostrate King may have actually saved
his life. He implied that the cops might have
killed King if he had tried to stand up again.

Both the state trial last year and the fed-
eral case under way now have been limited
to the issue of whether the cops used “ex-
cessive™ force. The prosecution has com-
pletely avoided the fact that the actions of
these cops were the product of institutional-

ized racism and violence of the LAPD.

For the prosecution, however, the issue
has never been whether the cops had the
right to beat King — only how much and
what type of beating they were entitled to
dish out under LAPD guidelines. But the
police department’s regulations themselves
on the conduct of cops are at the heart of the
problem.

While the defense presented its case. the
Los Angeles City Council voted to make
curfew laws more stringent and increase the
power of police to arrest violators.

This attack on democratic rights accom-
panies the massive antiriot training by the
Los Angeles Police Department and other
agencies in preparation for a crackdown on
possible unrest following a verdict in the
federal trial.

Thousands were arrested after the anti-
police riots that followed the “not guilty™
verdict in the state trial of the four cops last
year, The majority of those arrested were
Black or Latino.

Acting on a legal challenge by the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union. an appeals coun
ruled that police had exceeded their author-
ity. The court declared the city curtew ordi-
nance only permitted the arrest of persons
committing a erime or trying to impede
police or fire crews.

The city council voted to eliminate those
restrictions. Asa resull, any violation ol a cur-
few. such as going to work or seeking medical
care. is cause for arrest with a possible pen-

Australia police raid homes,
arrest immigrant workers

BY LINDA HARRIS
AND MANUELE LASALO

SYDNEY, Australia— On the evening of
February 24, the day immediately following
a umon meeting that voted to take strike
action, immigration officials raided the
homes of 43 workers from Hoover, a white
goods (home appliance) factory here. Four
people were arrested and taken to the Villa-
wood detention center. where undocu-
mented immigrants are held behind barbed-
wire fences. Two more workers were picked
up the following day during a raid at the
same plant.

The company worked hand in glove with
the immigration cops. Tawhia, a Samoan-
bom Australian resident, was one of those
interrogated by immigration cops. She said
they turned up at her house and demanded
to see her passport. When they saw she was
a permanent resident they said Hoover man-
agement must have given them the wrong
name. That made her furious, she said.

The plant was buzzing with the news the
next day. Discussion focused on whether
workers with papers should support so-
called illegal immigrants. Some workers
said they thought it was not fair to the people
who come here legally for others to come
here illegally. There was overall outrage that
so many workmates had been targeted by
the immigration cops. Hoover has a work
force of around 400, the majority of whom
come from other countries.

Lucy. who is from haly, said she thought
young people should have the right to work
here if they are living here but that older

people shouldn’t be allowed to come here
and get on social security. “But they're not
criminals: they shouldn’t be treated like
that.” she added.

One of the workers arrested was later re-
leased and allowed to remain in Australia. but
without a work permit. He had been em-
ployed at Hoover for more than five years.

This was one of many raids — most of
which are never reported in the press — that
are being carried out as the government in-
creases restrictions on immigrant workers
coming 1o live in Australia. Workers from
Asia and the Pacific are particularly targeted.
Recently a number of refugees from Cambo-
dia were forcibly returmed to that country de-
spite protests organized at the Villawood de-
tention center. including & hunger stnke by
some of the Cambodian women there.

It is no coincidence that the raid came a
day after a mass meeting of the Meral Trades
Federation of Unions. to which workers at
Hoover belong. This meeting decided 1o
participate in a one-day national strike the
following Monday to push tor a 6 percent
wage increase. 1o protest the attacks of the
metal employers, and to extend solidarity to
workers in Victoria, whose rights and living
standards are under attacks by the Liberal
Party state government.

The attempt to intinndate  immigrant
workers is part of a campaign by the bosses
to divide workers and weaken the unions.,

Linda Harris is a member of the Metal and
Engineering Workers Union at Hoover in
Svdney.

alty of six months in jail and a $1.000 fine.

Although several council members
voiced concern about possible civil liberties
violations, the body voted unanimously to
approve the repressive curfew measure.

Meanwhile, in trial testimony, Daniel
Gonzalez, a cop called as a witness by the
prosecution, used his time on the stand to
deliver an inflammatory pro-cop justifica-
tion for the two-hour detour 1o the police
station taken by the cops who were moving
King from a local hospital to the jail ward
at the county hospital.

He told the court that defendant Laurence
Powell was not trying to show King off.
Gonzalez claimed he went out to the patrol
car because he wanted to memorize the face
of “anybody who tries to hurt another offi-
cer” so that “if [ ever ran into him. | [could)
be aware.”

He then launched into a lurid tale about
alleged victimization of cops.

Joseph Napolitano. another cop at the
scene of King's beating. testitied that defen-

dant Timothy Wind had told him he “didn’t
enjoy™ using force.

Under cross-examination, it was revealed
that although Napolitano had been standing
about 10 feet from the beating scene. he
hadn’t reported any of the six kicks Wind
gave to King. But on the videotape of the
incident. he is seen watching as the kicks
are delivered to King.

Separately. in the case of the four youths
accused of beating trucker Reginald Denny
during the riots. there was a report of a
possible plea bargain. Prosecutors and at-
torneys are considering an agreement that
would result in reduced charges and penal-
ties for the youth.

In the Black community there is strong
sentiment that the youths. charged with at-
tempted murder. are victims of a racist dou-
ble standard.

While the cops who assaulted King face
a maximum of 10 years in jail. the youths
charged in the Denny case could be sen-
tenced to life in prison,
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MEMPHIS — The fight of the Memphis
sanitation workers for union recognition has
become the focus of the struggle by the entire
black community here for decent living con-
ditions. jobs. schools and employment.

According to a recent survey made by the
Memphis NAACP. in a city where black
people are 40 percent of the population, they
are employed in only 8 percent of city-con-
trolled jobs. except those that are tradition-
ally open to blacks — menial jobs that
whites do not want.

The strike originated over a dispute
[when| twenty-two black employees of the
Memphis Department of Public Works who
reported for work Jan. 31 were sent home
because it was raining. White employees
were not sent home. Local 1733, American
Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees. which is all black, called a
meeting attended by more than 700 sanita-
tion workers and voted to strike. The city
refused to negotiate with them.

On Thursday, Feb. 22, 700 sanitation
workers crowded into the City Council’s
chamber. and said they would remain there
until they were heard. By this time, the
entire black community was actively sup-
porting the strikers, The Negro ministers
had formed an organization called COME
(Community on the Move for Equality). For
the Feb. 23 City Council meeting. COME
mohilized 2,000 people,

A march down Main Street was quickly
organized. Police cars began crowding the
marchers towards the curb. Then the cops
made a vicious attack on the marchers with
clubs and the chemical Mace,

On Feb, 25, the black mimisters called
from their pulpits for a boycott of all
downtown stores. The 35.000-member
Memphis AFL-CIO and the 103.000-mem-
ber Tennessee AFL-CIO also endorsed the
strike at this time.

Daily demonstrations continued. and on
March 2, 500 high school and college stu-
dents picketed downtown stores all day.

On Monday. March |8, Dr. Martin Luther
King addressed 12,000 at Mason Temple
and said that a day must be set aside for u
general work stoppage in support of the
sanitation men.

The strikers have remained solid. Mo-
rale is high, and a thousand sirikers attend
daily meetings at the Rubber Workers
headquarters.
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NEW YORK — Four hundred defenders
of civil liberties gathered at Manhattan Cen-
ter here last night to protest Postmaster Gen-
eral Walker's revocation of The Militant's
second-class mailing privileges and to
pledge support to this paper’s fight in the
courts to reverse Walker's order.

Greetings of solidarity were received by
the meeting from Louis Nelson, manager of
Knitgoods Local 155 of the ILGWUL

Layle Lane, member of the National
Committee of the Negro March-On-Wash-
ington Movement and former vice-president
of the American Federation of Teachers
drew applause from the meeting when she
charged that “the reason The Militant is
under attack is because it indicates a better
way of life for the masses.”™

Miss  Lane briefly reviewed the
“crimes” with which The Militant had been
charged by Biddle and the Post Office
its articles exposing Big Business pro-
fitcering. the government’s collaboration
with the fascists. Washington's approval of
Jim Crowism, etc. — und -then she read
excerpts from the capitalist press to cor-
roborate the truth of the articles in The
Militant.

Clitford Forster, speaking on behalf of the
American Civil Liberties Union. told why
that organization was backing 7he Militant’s
fight in this case.
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—EDITORIALS

Defend abortion rights

Recent terrorist attacks on abortion rights, including
the murder of Dr. David Gunn in Florida, the attempted
firebombing of a Minnesota clinic, and Operation Res-
cue’s “training sessions™ for antiabortion cadres in Min-
neapolis-St. Paul and Melbourne, Florida, present a
serious challenge to supporters of women's right to
choose abortion.

The leadership of established pro-choice organizations
such as the National Abortion Rights Action League and
Planned Parenthood has in a number of centers responded
by calling for stepped-up police presence at the clinics and
by lobbying for state and federal laws to protect abortion
rights. This is not an effective defense, however. Some
doctors threatened by rightists have reacted to the attacks
by ending their abortion practices or buying larger hand-
guns. But such a siege mentality does not help move the
fight forward either.

The forces seeking to push back women’s rights. includ-
ing the right to abortion, are mobilizing their numbers 1o

physically take the streets and intimidate both doctors and
women who choose to have an abortion. Only a perspec-
tive of mass action by youth, workers, farmers, and many
others who support abortion rights can take on this
challenge.

When Operation Rescue virtually took over the city of
Wichita. Kansas. in August 1991 and shut down the clinics
there for a brief period, police did nothing to stop them
until pro-choice fighters began to stand up and defend the
clinics. Since then, supporters of abortion rights have
proven in Buffalo, New York: Houston: Robbinsdale, Min-
nesota; Boston; and many other places that by mobilizing
large numbers they can keep the clinics open and win
broader support for the right to safe, legal abortion. And
in April 1992 half a million people demonstrated their
support for abortion rights in Washington, D.C.

By boldly following these examples, pro-choice fighters
can take on and defeat Operation Rescue and other oppo-
nents of the right to abortion.

Clinton’s criminal Haiti policy

At his much-heralded mid-March meeting at the White
House with ousted Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide U.S. president Bill Clinton offered general expressions
of support but little in the way of concrete assistance,

Aristide had demanded that a date be set for his return
to power and that the U.S. government more aggressively
enforce the economic embargo against Haiti, Clinton de-
clined to back either of these steps, The U.S. president
made vague statements about his support for the return of
democracy to Haiti. Aristide for his part won praise from
Clinton when he promised to drop his insistence that the
military leaders responsible for his ouster be jailed.

However, Clinton continues to maintain the criminal
policy of seizing on the high seas and forcibly retuming
all Haitian refugees fleeing military repression in their
country. After condemning the Bush administration for
implementing this policy. Clinton administration officials
now defend it, Washington also continues to refuse entry

to the approximately 260 Haitian refugees who tested HIV
positive and are being forced to rot in detention at the U.S.
naval base at Guantdanamo Bay, Cuba.

Washington maintains its position that Haitians can only
apply for asylum within their country. But many who do
so are just singled out for further victimization by Haiti's
military rulers. The seizure of William Corascelan by
Haitian security in Port-au-Prince March 12, while he was
being escorted to the airport for a flight to Miami with
U.S. embassy officials, is a case in point.

Now more than ever it is important that opponents of
Washington's policy toward Haiti remain vocal and in the
streets. The April 2 demonstration called by Haiti solidarity
organizations for Washington, D.C., deserves strong sup-
port. This action offers an important opportunity to demand
that Clinton’s forced repatriation policy be halted and the
refugees still being detained at Guantdnamo be allowed
entry into the United States now.

L.A. cops followed guidelines

The cops on trial in Los Angeles have insisted that they
followed police department policies when they viciously
beat construction worker Rodney King in March 1991,
This week at the trial, a Los Angeles Police Department
(LAPD) “use of force expert.” Sgt. Charles Duke, testified
that every Kick and every blow were within the guidelines
for a “reasonable and necessary use of force.,” The cops
are attempting to put this at the center of their defense and
to dismiss the fact that they shouted racist slurs at King
while beating him bloody.

There is no reason to doubt that Duke is telling the truth.
The problem with what the cops did to Rodney King, and
have done to countless other workers, 1s that such brutal.
inhuman assaults are part and parcel of how the police
functions. Further evidence that the beating was within
guidelines was that it was witnessed by numerous other
cops at the time, with almost no complaints.

It 1s important for working people to fight police harass-
ment and abuse. The tour cops on trial should be convicted
and jailed for their crime. It is also necessary to have a
clear understanding of what cops are and what is their role
in capitalist society, Cops do not represent a special force,

separate from the rest of society. which seeks to ensure
everyone abides by the law.

This society is divided into classes — a handful of
exploiters who live off the wealth produced by an exploit-
ed majority. The capitalist rulers dominate the entire legal
system with its codes of conduct, and the cops are hired
to serve and protect the interests of the capitalist class.

Intimidation. harassment. brutal beatings, shootings,
and torture are a necessary part of what cops are expected
to do in pursuit of this goal. The cops’ purpose is not to
simply apprehend suspected wrong-doers and have them
get a fair trial to verify their guilt. but to administer as
much punishment themselves as they can get away with.

The cops in Los Angeles are on trial not because they
did anything that cops around the United States don’t do
thousands of times each week. They are on trial because
the LAPD standard operating procedures were exposed by
videotape to millions of working people, who were an-
gered and disgusted by what they saw. Working people
must fight to take this power away from the cops and rid
themselves of a society that requires a police force to carry
out attacks like the one on Rodney King.,

For free speech in Miami

The most significant fact about the March 17 Miami pick-
et line opposing the U.S. trude embargo against Cuba — a
peaceful event that was assaulted by a group of right-wing
thugs — was that it happened. The protest was sponsored by
the Alliance of Workers in the Community and the Antonio
Maceo Brigade, organizations of Cuban-Americans that ad-
vocate normalization of U.S. relations with Cuba.

A large and growing section of Cuban-Americans op-
poses the U.S. embargo. As a result, the right-wing minor-
ity that secks 10 impose its views by intimidation and
violence in the Cuban-American community is becoming
more and more isolated.

After three decades of a cold-blooded embargo and other
attacks, the U.S. rulers have failed to overthrow the Cuban
revolution, Today Washington has less international support
than ever for its effort to strangle Cuba, as seen last Novem-
ber in the overwhelming United Nations vote condemning
the U.S. embargo of that country. In addition, the impact of
the capitalist economic depression is making many working
people in the United States raise questions about Washing-
ton’s big-business policies at home and abroad.
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The resulting isolation of the ultrarightists in the Cuban-
American community was highlighted in the public reac-
tion to the attack on the March |7 picket line. “What
happened today was something shameful. Again, people
are denied their civil liberties and the right to assembly,”
said the head of the Cuban American Defense League,
Eddie Levy Rodriguez. His comments were echoed by
many others. from the Spanish-language Radio Progreso
to the Miami Herald.

Those who rallied against the embargo and stood up to
right-wing intimidation performed a service for all those
who defend free speech and assembly — a section of the
population that includes the vast majority of working
people. Supporters of democratic rights should demand
that the authorities prosecute and jail the thugs who vio-
lently assaulted the picket line.

Now is a good time for opponents of the ULS, embargo of
Cuba to organize more public actions and forums to promote
broader discussion on this question. Such actions will win
greater support for the fight to demand that Washington lift
its criminal embargo and travel ban against Cuba.

Oregon plan will
ration health
care for workers

The Clinton administration has given the green light to an
Oregon plan to ration the medical care many working-class
residents of that state receive. On March 19 Secretary of
Health and Human Services Donna Shalala approved the
scheme 1o reorganize Oregon’s Medicaid system, which
provides health coverage to 240,000 people. It will be the
first large-scale implementation of government rationing of
medical services and will serve as a test case for aspects of
the health “reform™ President Bill Clinton is planning.

The new system ranks 688 medical procedures accord-
ing to their cost and supposed benefits. Oregon residents
covered by Medicaid would be allowed to seek the first
568 procedures on the list; any treatment falling below that
mark would not be provided.

The savings from providing fewer services would the-
oretically be used to extend the same coverage to 120,000
people living below the official poverty line but currently
ineligible for Medicaid. Most of these would be placed in
“managed” care programs.

Excluded procedures include treatments for infectious
mononucleosis, acute viral hepatitis, chronic back disor-
ders, and minor head injuries. Under the initial proposal,
the state would further reduce the list of covered treatments
if it ran short of money.

Shalala approved the proposal on condition that the state
rewrite parts of the list that discriminate against people
with disabilities. But Paige Sipes-Metzler, executive direc-
tor of the Oregon Health Services Commission, which
drew up the list, said the ordered review will produce “very
minimal change™ in the ranking of medical treatments,

The main congressional critics of the Oregon proposal
quickly backed away from their opposition, after state
officials made a few small promises.

For example, Henry Waxman, chairman of the House
of Representatives subcommittee that oversees Medicaid,
agreed March 12 not to block the plan. His decision was
based on a promise by Oregon governor Barbara Roberts
not to make additional cuts in the benefits available to
women and children on Medicaid during the first five years
of the program, unless the federal government approves
the cutbacks.

A March 20 editorial in the New York Times welcomed
the rationing. Health-care reform, according to the Times.
“is about drawing lines and making choices. Some Ameri-
cans will get more, others will wind up with less. Making
choices is what Oregon has done for its poor; it’s what Mr.
Clinton will propose for everyone else when he releases
his national reform plan this spring.”

Sen. Bob Packwood from Oregon crowed, “We will be
an absolute beacon for the nation,” after the plan’s approval
was announced. “What we want (o try is what the nation
will come to. We cannot pay for every conceivable proce-
dure that every conceivable person could conceivably
want,” said the legislator.

A harbinger of Clinton's health program

Oregon’s Medicaid reform is based on the assumption
that only limited funds are available for health care for
those who can't afford to pay astronomical fees for what-
ever medical treatment they need. Thus, providing a lim-
ited number of services to more people is counterposed to
providing better care. It is a harbinger of what the working
class can expect from the Clinton administration regarding
medical care.

The president’s task force on health-care reform, headed
by Hillary Clinton, is preparing a package built on the same
assumptions. It will propose some form of managed and ra-
tioned care for working people based on what is “‘cost effec-
tive™ and “efficient.” The plan is expected to establish a min-
imum benefits package. As in the Oregon plan, this would
set a standard foremployer-provided medical insurance. Ad-
ditional benefits would presumably cost more, and might be
subject to 1axes,

Hillary Clinton personally met with Ron Wyden. a con-
gressman from Oregon, before the plan was approved. “She
was particularly interested in the relevance of Oregon’s plan
to a national health-care proposal.” Wyden told reporters.

As part of the Democratic Party drive to cut health-care
costs, which is at the center of the Clinton “reform,” New
York governor Mario Cuomo announced his proposal to cut
Medicaid by limiting home care for elderly workers, Cuomo
intends to cut $794 million off the state’s Medicaid budget
by reducing the personal-care program covered by the state
to 120 hours per month, from the average 224 hours of care
now available. This will affect mostly working-class elderly
people. many of whom will be forced to move to nursing
homes or other institutions. Opponents of Cuomo’s propos-
als have recently staged rallies against the cuts.

None of these proposals to ration health care or cut
existing programs benefit working people. Under them,
decent medical care continues to be a privilege for those
who can afford it, not a right for all. Those who can’t pay
must compete for slots on a list of covered procedures.

The challenge before the labor movement, and all those
who view health care as a basic human right, is 1o wage a
fight for a medical system that will provide health care
free of charge, an entitlement for all working people.

— NAOMI CRAINE



Steelworkers battle company lockout in Ohio

This column is devoted to re-
porting the resistance by working
people 1o the employers’ assault
on their living standards, work-
ing conditions. and unions.

We invite you to contribute
short items to this column as a
way for other fighting workers
around the world to read about
and learn from these important
struggles. Jot down a few lines to

cal’s grievance commitiec. ex-
plained that there would be another
rally in the weeks ahead. “We're
going to have to keep showing John
Anderson that we're still stropg.”
she said. referring to the company
chairman. Lazaro, a welder, is one
of three women workers in the
plant, She organizes the union of-
fice.

Steelworkers at the union office

ON THE PICKET LINE

let other Militant readers know
about what is happening at your
workplace or in your union. If
there is an interesting political
discussion going on at work, we
would like to hear about that too.

“Lock Out. Look Out, Ravens-
wood North™ is one of the signs
in front of the trailer-turned-
union-office of United Steelwork-
ers of America (USWA) Local
6529 in Warren, Ohio. These
workers admire the strength of the
1,700 USWA members who struck
the Ravenswood Aluminum Corp.
in West Virginia for 20 months in
1991-92.

Since September 8, the 116
members of Local 6529 have been
locked out by the Taylor-Winfield
Corp. The company, & major pro-
ducer of spot-welding equipment
used in steel mills, does not claim
10 be losing money. but is demand-
ing major medical insurance con-
cessions — including  copayments
and larger deductibles — in order
to gain an edge over competitors.

When union members rejected
concessions. the company locked
them out. Taylor-Winfield has not
yel Iried to bring in scabs and no
union member has crossed the line.
Trucks carrying the little produc-
tion done by salaried employees are
escorted out of the plant by police
cars. although there have been no
reports of violence. The company’s
sister plant in nearby Ravenna,
Ohio. is continuing production.

Local 6529 members have been
reaching out for support to their
fight. Steelworkers from Warren had
gone o Ravenswood, West Virginia,
to bring solidarity to the unionists on
strike there; in return, former Ra-
venswood strikers have come up to
Warren to join the picket line. Last
October, 600 workers turmned out in
front of the plant for an rally called
by the local AFL-CIO to aid the
locked-out Steelworkers,

Darlene Lazaro. chair of the lo-

were angry about Taylor-Winfield's
latest offer — to bring back only 36
ofthe 116 umon members. The com-
pany presented a list of the 36 it
wanted, which included few union
officers and was not based on senior-
ity. A couple of workers at the union
office. whose names were on the list,
responded. “We wouldn’t go back
till everyone goes back.™ a

Nursing home workers
strike in Cincinnati

Five hundred people joined a
demonstration March 11 to show
support for members of District
1199 of the Service Employees In-
ternational Union (SEIU). who are
on strike in Cincinnati, Ohio. The
demonstration received wide sup-
port from labor and community or-
ganizations who are appalled at
management’s treatment of the
workers and the hiring of scab re-
placements.

Workers at the Orthodox Jewish
Home for the Aged walked off the
job February 22 after efforts to set-
tle their current contract failed.
Management responded by hiring
permanent replacement workers.

Among those on strike are li-
censed practical nurses. centified
nursing assistants, and dietary.
housckeeping, and maintenance
workers. More than 90 percent of
the workers are women: 80 percent
are Black. Workers make barely $5
an hour and pay $150 a month for
family health insurance. Many
have been there 15-25 years and
have no pension plan.

The striking workers are de-
manding affordable heualth insur-
ance, a health and safety commil-
tee, a decent pension plan, more
equitable sick leave policies, and a
wage increase.

Brenda Smith, who has worked
for the home for 24 years. said.
“I'm only asking for what is right.
I need bus fare to go to work. We
need to pay for insurance and gas
and electrical bills.” She said she

was on strike for her daughter.
who deserves to see her mother
treated with dignity.

Jeanette  Hillman, who  has
worked there for 25 yeurs. spoke of
workers resolve. " I1it's a yvear from
now or whenever, I'm still going 10
be on the picket line.”

The SEIU is currently organizing
a food. clothing, and Tund drive to
suppon the striking workers. O

British Columbia teachers
Sight cutbacks in education

The 3.000 members of the Sur-
rey Teachers Association in British
Columbia. Canada. ended six
weeks of rotating strikes March 8.
The strikes were organized to fight
cutbacks in education.

The teachers received support
from parents and other unionists.
Janitors and secretaries organized
by the Canadian Union of Public
Employees (CLIPE) honored and
walked the picket lines. At the end

of February, the New Westminster
teachers launched rotating strikes
and voted in favor of a full-scale
strike following the March 15-22
spring break if significant progress
in contract talks was not made.

The Langley teachers are also
voting on rotating strike action,
Surrey, New Wesiminster, and
Langley are part of the greater Van-
couver area. Teachers in Quesnel in
north-central  British  Columbia
have just ended a strike that started
in mid-February.

Teachers organized in the British
Columbia  Teachers”™ Federation
(BCTF). which represents 35,000
teachers, are gearing up to defend
their collective agreements. which
expired in June 1992. The main
dispute involves class sizes and cut-
backs in education spending. The
provincial New Democratic Party

Supporters of striking nursing home workers rally in Cincinnati

{(NDP) government has announced
that 1o control the deficit it is con-
sidering reductions in spending for
educafion,

According 1o Ray Worley, presi-
dent of the BCTE only 31 out of 75
school distnicts have ratified collec-
tive agreements with the teachers’
union. Wage increases have been
averaging 2.3 percent in the first
vearand 2.1 percent in the second.

David Chudnovsky. the Surrey
teachers” strike coordinator stated.
“The main problem we face in Sur-
rey s underfunding. Out of 75
school districts in the province.
Surrey 1s the lowest-funded. We are
S600 per student below the provin-
cial average.

“If the government has financial
problems it should not be taken out
on the backs of children.” he added.
“Some people say the deficit is the
key issue. We believe education is
an investment, The NDP was elect-
ed because they made a commit-

ment that education was the num-
ber one priority.”

Surrey Teachers Association
representatives reported that rotat-
ing strikes successfully highlight-
ed the funding issue and forced
the government to move a little,
resulting in some progress in ne-
gotiations. The provincial govern-
ment has now come up with $9
million more,

Connecticut Plastonics
workers win support

Fifty people picketed March 6 in
front of the Plastonics plant in Hart-
ford, Connecticut, in solidarity with
the workers on strike there. The
strikers, all Puerto Rican, are mem-
bers of Local 151 of the Interna-
nonal Ladies” Garment Workers'
Union (ILGWU).

Eighteen workers have been on
the picket line for four months in a
fight to win a decent contract and
oppose unfair labor practices by the
company.

The strike has generated suppon
in the community and labor move-
ment in the Hartford area. Members
of the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, United Auto
Workers. International Association
of Machinists, American Federa-
tion of Teachers. Service Employ-
ees International Union. and a state
employees’ union participated in
the March 6 rally. The biggest con-
tingent was & group of a dozen
students and several faculty mem-
bers from Trinity College in Hart-
ford.

Three other rallies have been
held at the plant, including one in
which 27 people were arrested for
sitting down in and blocking the
company driveway. Three Hartford
city council members were among
those arrested.

Students at Trinity have formed
a campus strike support group,
which recently held a public meet-
ing. Two dozen students heard three
of the strikers and ILGWU organiz-
er Steve Thornton explain the is-
sues in the strike. Many found it
hard to believe that the conditions
described by the strikers could still
exist in 1993.

One worker said the temperature
in the plant can reach 118 degrees
in the summer. Workers at Plaston-
ics coat metal parts with plastic.

Another striker explained that
his father had been on strike for
four years at the Colt firearms fac-
tory in Hartford several years ago.
He had hoped he would never have
to do something like that but, the
striker said. if necessary he was
willing to stay out for an equal
length of time at Plastonics.

The week before the rally, the
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration fined Plastonics
$62.250 for more than 50 serious
safety violations at the plant.

The following peaple contributed to
this week's column: Michael lalie.
member of United Steelworkers of
America Local 14919, and Amy
Husk. member of United Auto
Workers Local 2000, in Cleveland:
Melissa  Tuckey in Cincinnati,
Ohio; Ned Dmytryshyn, member of
Teamsters Local 213 in Vancouver,
British Columbia: Tony Prince,
member of International Ladies'
Garment Workers' Union (ILGWU )
Local 155 in Brooklyn, New York:
and Mark Rahn, member of
ILGWU Local 145 in North Bergen,
New Jersey.

——LETTERS

Keep up good work

Keep up the good work. We need
news like yours that is not slanted
in favor of the ruling class.
JA.
Norwalk, Califorma

Trial of racists

Readers of the Militany  will
note that the Socialist Workers
Party candidate lor US. Senate
from Calitornia. Joel Britton, vis-
ied o migrant workers” camp that
had been attacked by five racists
in October, The attack occurred in
Alpme, Californn, a rural commu-
nity east of San Diego. The five
attackers wielding baseball bats
beat these workers us they slept
liast Ocrober. The reason given for
this vicious attack was that one of
the attackers” wives was reported-
Iy ruped.

The triul of the racists s set o
begin March 16, 1993, The district
attorney s office is asking for a 30-
day delay  because ol Superior
Court Judge May's dismissal of
hate-crime charges. The five bigots

will be tried on charges of assault
with a deadly weapon, battery, and
conspiracy,

Gary Willhite

Santee, California

Women’s oppression

I appreciated Michael Permock's
column “Child care — it depends
on your social class™ in the March 5
Milireanr. It was a pleasure o hear
from a fellow worker speaking out
against the barrage of attacks on us
Tor so-called "neglect of the Family.”

I read two books recently that
take on this attack, In the Comnne-
nist Manifeste Karl Marx - and
Frederick Engels seem o be de-
seribing the same articles Pennock
quotes when they write, “The
bourgeois clap-trap ubout the fam-
ily and educanon. about the hal
lowed co-relation ol parent and
child. becomes all the more dis-

gusting, the more, by the action of

modern industry. all family ties
among the proletanans are tom
asunder

Cosmetics. Faxhions. and the

Exploitation of Women begins
with an article by Mary-Alice Wa-
ters called “The Capitalist ldeo-
logical Offensive Against Women
Today.”™ Waters points out that this
offensive is aimed at undermining
confidence and deepening  divi-
sions to make women in particular
more vulnerable to increased ex-
plontation. “The capitalists want
women to blame themselves. not
the social relations of production,
for the economic and social prob-
lems they contront every day, The
goal is to make women fteel guilty
that their children are being per-
manently damaged by “abandon:
ment” in child care facilities (it
they exist), or bemg tumed into
lonely “latchkey delinguenis.™

| recommend these two books to
any worker who suspects that he or
she is not the cause of the big social
problems of today and wants 1o
Ngure out how 1o act o solve them,
Jacquie Henderson
New York. New York

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-

i i
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Y TS GoT SOMETHING To DO WITH HEALTH CARE REFORM ! /¢

jects of general interest to our
readers. Please Keep vour let-
ters brief. Where necessary they
will be abridged. Please indi-
cate il you prefer that yvour ini-
tials be used rather than your full
name.

The Militant special prisoner
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fund makes it possible to send
reduced-rate subscriptions to
prisoners who can’t pay for
them. To help this important
cause, send vour contribution to
Militant Prisoner Subscription
Fund, 410 West St., New York,
NY 10014,
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Rightists assault Miami protesters
who oppose U.S. embargo of Cuba

BY LAURA GARZA

MIAMI — Right-wing Cuban-Americans
attacked a picket line here March 17 to
protest the U.S. embargo against Cuba. The
picket line was sponsored by the Alliance of
Workers in the Community (ATC) and the
Antonio Maceo Brigade.

The ATC is a Cuban-American group that
organizes public activities in opposition to
the embargo. The Antonio Maceo Brigade
(BAM) is a Cuban-American organization
that supports the Cuban revolution,

The two groups obtained a city permit to
picket on Coral Way in Little Havana. across
the street from radio station Radio Mambi,
Radio Mambi and its general manager
Amando Pérez Roura are known for giving
a voice to the most right-wing elements
among opponents of the Cuban revolution
and for initiating vitriolic campaigns against
those who speak out for changing U.S. pol-
icy toward Cuba.

A report issued by the human nghts group
Americas Watch criticized the climate of
threats and violence that right-wing forces
have fostered 1o try to limit the right to free
speech in Miami. The group cited several
examples of campaigns launched on Radio
Mambi that were followed by threats and
acts of violence against those named in the
broadcasts. Pérez Roura has openly called
for terrorist attacks on Cuba.

The ATC and BAM have sponsored sev-
eral public protests in the last few years
against the U.S. embargo and the Torricelli
Act — which tightens the embargo — at
different sites including across from Radio
Mambi without incident. But throughout the
day, leading up to the 5:30 p.m. picket line,
Pérez Roura broadcast an editorial encour-
aging right-wingers 1o go down to Radio

Mambi and be ready 1o take action when the
antiembargo protest began.

Pérez Roura claimed those who would
picket against the embargo are “a group of
subjects paid by the Castro regime 1o come
before our studio and offices with signs
dictated from Havana. Let the traitors come
to picket,” he said, **Let them come and find
an army of men and women who never
betray the idea that brought them into exile.”

By the scheduled time of the protest.
several hundred right-wingers including
members of paramilitary groups like Com-
mandos L and Alpha 66, had gathered in
front of Radio Mambi looking for a fight.

Rightists beat picket bloody

A lone antiembargo protester who arrived
early, at about 3:00 p.m., was spotted carry-
ing a sign that read “Down with the em-
bargo.” He was immediately assaulted by
several right-wingers who beat him bloody
until he was able to flee. The man was
treated by paramedics for head injuries and
serious bleeding.

By the time the 150 or so opponents of
the U.S. embargo had gathered, police had
blocked off the street in front of the radio
station. The protesters walked toward a spot
across the street from the radio station. car-
rying their signs and chanting “Down with
the embargo.” As soon as they arrived. right-
wingers dashed across the street and began
tearing signs out of people’s hands and hit-
ting whoever they could pick out of the
crowd.

One of those beaten was Ignacio Tapia. a
67-year-old Mexican immigrant. Tapia
joined the protest because he considers the
embargo “unjust and useless.” Tapia, whose

Continued on Page 11
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British rail workers vote for
April strike action with miners

BY ROBERT HIGLEY

LONDON — Rail workers in the Na-
tional Union of Rail. Maritime. and Trans-
port Workers (RMT) voted 10 take a
24-hour strike action April 2. The vote was
26.000 to 16.000 and involved 1wo-thirds
of the union members.

The National Union of Mineworkers had

Yellowknife miners expose frame-up effort

BY HEIDI ROSE
AND ROGER ANNIS

YELLOWKNIFE. Northwest Territories
— The effort to Irame up striking miners at
Royal Oak Mines here took an ominous new
step when the federal police released its so-
called psychological profile of those it claims
deliberately killed nine scabs in a September
I8 explosion at the mine. Some 240 members
of the Canadian Association of Allied and
Smelter Workers (CASAW) have been on
strike at Royal Oak since May 1992.

The “profile” was prepared by Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police (RCMP) in collab-
oration with the U.S. Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Released March 18, it asserts,
“The anger which perpetrated this offense is
mostly depersonalized and is directed at
*scabs” generally and not toward individual
persons.”

It also declares that the individuals in-
volved have “extensive knowledge of min-
ing operations generally and long-standing
experience and geographic familiarity with
this mine in particular.”

“There is an obvious accusation here that
a union member was responsible,” re-
sponded the miners’ union local president
Harry Seeton immediately following the
RCMP statement. “Who else would be pre-
sumed to want to direct ‘anger’ at scabs?”

“Just as we were starting to win the public
to our side of the strike issues, thanks to our
success in getling out our story at labor
board hearings the previous week,” said
Seeton. "out comes this statement.”

“The same thing happened to us in Sep-
tember.”” Seeton continued. “Just as we were
winning more public suppon for a settle-
ment of the strike. the explosion occurred.”™

More than 350 miners and their support-
ers jammed a March 12 solidarity benefit.
where they reaffirmed their determination to

win justice in their 10-month strike. It was
the largest solidarity action for the striking
Yellowknife miners in many months. The
town of 15,000 has been deeply divided by
police, company, and media accusations that
some or all of the strikers were responsible
for the September |8 tragedy.

Close to 100 striking miners and their fam-
ilies attended the rally. Jean-Claude Parrot, a
vice-president of the Canadian Labour Con-
gress, pledged the support of that labor body
to the strike, as did New Democratic Party
member of Parliament Svend Robinson on
behalf of the party’s parliamentary caucus.

Supporters donated $17.000 to the
union’s strike fund at the benefit.

Attempt to decertify union

Spirits at the event were high because it
followed three days of public hearings of the
Canada Labor Relations Board (CLRB)
where the miners succeeded in getting out
the truth of their story to a broader audience.
The hearings were called in response to an
application by scabs to decertify CASAW
and recognize instead the “Giant Mine Em-
ployees Association.” Royal Oak was pre-
viously called the Giant Mine.

One hundred miners and supporters
crammed the hearing room each day. while
the scab outfit never mustered more than six
of its supporters at any one time.

Since the hearings, there have been signs
of frustration and demoralization among the
180 replacement workers. The labor board
will rule in the coming weeks on the asso-
ciation’s application.

Commenting on the hearings, striker Bill
Schram said in an interview, “We finally got
to put questions to people in positions of
responsibility about what is happening in the
mine. the lack of safe conditions in there.
and about the scab association being nothing

more than a front for the company.

"We've been saying all this for months.
Now people in town will take us more seri-
ously because they have seen the accusa-
tions proven true.”

O’Neil’s testimony shed important light on
the poor safety conditions prevailing in the
mine. Two days after the hearings, two re-
placement workers were hospitalized when
the mine floor collapsed under their vehicles.

The miners went on strike last May 10
stop the erosion of safety conditions in the
mine and the aitempt by the company to
weaken the union through harsh disciplinary
procedures. From the beginning the miners
confronted a provocative and well-planned
strikebreaking operation, including a special
squad of the RCMP thar was sent into Yel-
lowknife just days after the strike began.

The RCMP launched a frame-up criminal
investigation of the union following the Sep-
tember explosion. The police and media
frame-up campaign has disregarded evi-
dence that points to criminal negligence in
the operation of the mine by Royal Oak. And
the Northwest Territories govemment
quickly refused CASAW's demand for a
public inquiry into the explosion.

The union is receiving tens of thousands of
dollars of financial support each month and is
reaching out for support across Canada and
other countries. Two members are currently
on a speaking tour in western Canada,

To send messages of support or contribu-
tions, write to CASAW Local 4, Box 1628,
Yellowknife, NWT, Canada X1A 2P2. The
telephone number is (403) 873-4528.

Heidi Rose is a member of International
Association of Machinists Lodge 2754 in
Toronto. Roger Annis is a member of Cana-
dian Awtoworkers Local 1900 in Montreal.

previously voted for a one-day strike action
to take place the same day.

The protest action had been called in
response 10 a recent series of announced job
losses on the railways. By the end of March
7.000 rail workers will have taken what
management announced were voluntary re-
dundancies (layofts), The daily /ndependent
recently reported that state-owned British
Rail wants to shed another 4,000 jobs by the
end of September. In the run-up 10 the
planned privatization of British Rail, the
union fears 20,000 jobs are at risk.

The vote and protest action centered on
the demand for no compulsory redundan-
cies. The union has also called for an end 1o
the use of contractors and no erosion of the
redundancy payment scheme. After the
strike vote, Jimmy Knapp, general secretary
of the RMT, said. “This ballot was a vote
for jobs. Jobs today and jobs in the future,
The message from railway staff is clear —
enough is enough.”

Many rail workers are very uncertain
about the future. As part of its productivity
drive, British Rail has eliminated jobs
through the erosion and restructuring of
many job categories. Some 50.000 rail jobs
have been lost in the past 10 years,

Al the same time, safety standards have
been eroded. Deaths among track workers
have tripled.

William Tuohy, a trainman at London
Bridge who voted for strike action, ex-
pressed doubts about its usefulness. **At the
end of the year. with driver-only operation,
British Rail intends to get rid of our jobs
anyway.” he said. “Why doesn’t the union
fight now to protect the jobs we have?”
Driver-only operation is an intensive pro-
ductivity drive to reduce the train crew to
one person — the driver (engineer).

Dave, a laid-off bus worker now working
on the railways, pointed 10 two recent 24-
hour bus strikes in London, He explained
how his former workmates had developed
confidence by taking a stand against the pro-
posed wage cuts for bus workers. RMT mem-
bers should use the opportunity to talk to
otherrail workers. bus workers, and miners to
win solidarity for the fight for jobs, he said.

After the RMT ballot, the train drivers’
union also called a vote for a 24-hour strike
action.

Robert Higley works as a trainman ar Lon
don Bridee and is a member of the RMT.
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