Unions, civil
rights groups
build rally in
Washington

BY GREG McCARTAN
AND ALYSON KENNEDY

WASHINGTON. D.C. — An August 28
March on Washington for “Jobs, Justice.
and Peace™ is gaining momentum among
civil rights organizations, labor unions, re-
ligious institutions, and student grotps.
March organizers expect some 300.000
people to attend.

The demonstration will commemorate
the 30th anniversary of the 1963 March on
Washington, an action at the height of the
civil rights movement at which Martin Lu-
ther King. Jr.. gave his "'l Have a Dream”
speech. Within the next two years Congress
passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

“The event is important because it de-
mands jobs, justice, and peace,” said Rose-
mary Cloud in a phone interview. Cloud
is a volunteer at the Martin Luther King,
Jr.. Center for Nonviolent Social Change
in Atlanta. “We still have the same issues
that we had 30 years ago. Even though
Black people have better opportunities, we
still have racism; we still have disparities
in income with whites: we still have poorer
health care.

“Working people, unionists, and students
should attend.” Cloud said. “because the
march will unify working people and the
march has a singleness of purpose.”

Cochairs of the march mobilization com-
mittee are Coretta Scott King, chief execu-
tive officer of the King Center; Rev. Joseph
Lowery, who heads the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC); Benjamin

Continued on Page 12

‘Militant’
readers plan
campaign to
increase sales

BY NAOMI CRAINE

Hundreds of union activists, students, and
other supporters of the Militant will kick off
a campaign 1o expand sales of the socialist
press at the August 28 March on Washington
for Jobs. Justice. and Peace, as well as at
street corners, campuses, plant gates, and
other union and political events around the
world that day.

Militant distributors have found real in-
terest in the paper from many people. in-
cluding activists in the U.S.-Cuba Friend-
shipment caravan, young people on the front
lines defending abortion clinics, and striking
coal miners. Many Militani supporters are
helping lead these and other struggles and
reporting about them in the paper. As a result
the Militant, s Spanish-language sister
publication Perspectiva Mundial. and the
Marxist magazine New [nternational have
camed a hearing among workers and youth
who are attracted to these fights.

Over the course of the 10-week circula-
tion effort. readers will aim to sign up 3,000
people to subscribe to the Militant and 700
to Perspectiva Mundial. At the same time,
they will work to introduce even broader
numbers of people to the socialist press by
increasing sales of single issues of both

Continued on Page 7
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Clinton austerity budget
1S welcomed on Wall St.

BY GREG ROSENBERG

Big business breathed a sigh of relief as
the U.S. Senate approved President Bill
Clinton’s five-year budget.

The Washington Post editors said Clinton
had made “the country eat its spinach.” Lon-
don’s Financial Times claimed the passage
“should prove something of a landmark in
recent American political history.” “It's time
to share a httle sacrifice for the good of the
nation.” declared Business Week in its Au-
gust 16 issue.

Wall Street billionaires reacted favor-
ably as well. sending the Dow Jones in-
dustrial stock average to a record high. The
bond markets rallied oo, as interest rates
dropped and bond prices rose. “The mar-

NEWS ANALYSIS

kets just may be rewarding the first serious
attempt in more than a decade to control
runaway government debt,” said Business
Week.

Despite an upward trend in gold prices.
which some economists say will bring a new
round of inflation, the evidence poinis to a
deflationary trend worldwide with no explo-
sion in interest rates. U.S. consumer prices
rose 0.1 percent in July, following no in-
crease in June and 0.1 percent in May.

Newspaper columnists and “experts.”
however, were quick 1o warn that working
people should not expect things to get bet-

Continued on Page 8
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President Bill Clinton and Senate Republican leader Robert Dole after dining together.
Despite Dole’s charade of opposition to budget, both agree on *sacrifices” to make
workers, farmers, and small businesspeople pay for capitalist economic crisis.

Defense campaign wins temporary
stay of execution for Texas inmate

BY PATTI IYAMA

HOUSTON — Gary Gra-
ham, a |2-year death row in-
mate fighting for his life. has
been granted a third stay of ex-
ecution by a state appeals court.

Judge Peter Lowry, of the
state district court in Austin,
ordered the Texas Board of
Pardons and Paroles August
13 to grant him a hearing
“because under federal consti-
tutional law and under Texas
law there is no other mecha-
nism to prevent the execution
of an innocent person.”

Graham was scheduled 1o be
executed August 17. Lowry's
temporary injunction gives the
state of Texas until September
29 (o prepare its appeal against
the clemency hearing.

Gary Graham Justice Coali-
tion leader Jew Don Boney
said, “We have some more
time to work but we are still in
danger of this execution being
carried out.”

Graham's case has become a
national focal point for the anti—death penalty
forces. Celebrities Danny Glover and Kenny
Rogers: the archbishop of the Galveston-
Houston diocese and numerous other clergy-
men: the NAACP: the Congressional Black
Caucus; and Amnesty International have
joined in demanding a new trial. Weekly
meetings of the Gary Graham Justice Coali-
tion involve between 60 and 200 activists

Militant/Robbie Scherr
Supporters of Gary Graham at June press conference demand the
state give him a chance to present evidence proving he is not guilty.

from Houston and around the country.
Graham was convicted i 1981 of the
robbery and murder of Bobby Lambert. Gra-
ham. who was 17 at the time, was defended
by a court-appointed attorney who assumed
he was guilty. according to a new affidavit
filed by an investigator. The lawyer did not
investigate any of the four alibi witnesses
whom Graham named or three of the eye-

witnesses to the murder.

Graham was convicted
solely on the testimony of a
single witness to the crime.
who testified she saw the Kill-
er’s face for no more than a
second. Since the trial. six
witnesses have come forward
to swear that the killer they
saw could not have been Gra-
ham. Five more have placed
Graham elsewhere that night.
far from the scene of the crime.

The eyewilnesses™ names
were kept from the defense by
the prosecutor. In addition, the
prosecutor suppressed the bal-
listics report proving that the
fatal bullet did not come from
Graham’s gun.

Under Texas law, however,
new evidence in a capital mur-
der case cannot be introduced
e more than 30 days after a con-
viction.

Death sentences for people
who later are proven not guilty
are common. Just in the last
five months. four once-con-
demned prisoners have been released after
spending years on death row. Two of them,
in Alabama and Texas, had been convicted
on fabricated evidence and perjured testi-
mony. The third, in Texas, was convicted
because of evidence that was withheld. The
fourth, in Maryland. was exonerated by
DNA analysis. a technology that was un-

Continued on Page 8
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Nigerians protest military rule
The streets of Nigeria's lurgest cities were
empty as millhions ol workers stayed home
August 12 and 1310 protest military rule and
the government’s annulment of presidential
clections in June. The protests were called
by the Campaign lor Democracy, a coalition
of 42 trade union and human rights groups,
to force Gen. tbrahim Babangida 1o honor
his pledge to step down by August 27. The
vovernment ordered all federal employees
1o retum to work or be fired. Vice-president
Augustus Aikhomu warmned that the military
muy IMpose a state of emergency.
Meanwhile, the o1l workers umon threat-
cned (o shut down the industry at the end of
the month i’ Babangida does not hand over
power to Moshood Abioli, the declared win-
ner of the elecnions. The bank and textile
workers”unions are also planning strikes for
August 27 if the military remains in power.

Egypt court clears 24 of murder

An Egyptian civilian court cleared 24 men
of murder charges August 14 in the 1990 as-
sassination of Egypt's speaker of parliament,
citing evidence that some confessions were
obtained through torture. Fourteen of the ac-
cused were fully acquitted. and the remaining
10 were sentenced to 3-15 years in prison on
related charges. The men are accused of being
members of an Islamic religious group. alleg-
edly led by Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman. that
the Egyptian government blames for many of
170 Killings of government ofticials and oth-
ers m the last two years. Meanwhile, a mili-
tary court opened trials of another 53 people
accused of belonging to Vanguards of Con-
quest. a group opposed to the government in
Carro. Egyptian military courts have sen-
tenced 21 men to death in the last six months
on charges of membership in Islamic reli-
£10us groups.

Washington harasses Chinese ship

Since July 23 Washington has been harass-
ing a Chinese cargo ship. claiming it is ex-
porting raw materials to Iran that are used to
produce mustard and nerve gas. Beijing has
bitterly denied the charges and demands com-
pensation for the “utterly unjustifiable bully-
ing” by the U.S. government. The vessel has
been anchored off Oman in the Persian Gulf.,
unable 10 recetve permission (0 dock. The
Chinese government said Washington pres-
sured governments in the area to keep the ship
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out of their ports, putting
the crew and the vessel at
risk. The U.S. Navy has
shadowed and  photo-
graphed the ship with
warships and atreralt,

The ULS. and Chinese
COVETNMENIS  Are  now
discussing o compro-
mise that would allow a
third neutral panty to in-
spect the vessel

U.S. to label
Sudan terrorist

LS. president  Bill
Clinton plans to impose
trade and other sanctions
on Sudan by putting it on
Washington's list of “ter-
rorist nations.” The State
Department  claims to
have proof that the Suda-
nese  mission  to  the
United Nations was part
of an alleged plot to bomb
the United Nations build-
ing and other sites in New
York. No evidence wis -
provided. ABC News re-
ported that U.S. police
agencies have kept Su-
dan’s mission under sur-
vetllnace. The reported
claimed  Sira) Yousit.
counselor to the Suda-
nese mission, and Ahmed
Mohamed. the third sec-
retary, ar¢ Sudanese in-
telligence officers tied to
the alleged plot.

Protest in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, against the victimiza-
tion of street children. The sign held by Yvonne Bezerra
reads. “This vigil of one hour a day will continue until
no more children live on the streets of Rio.” On July 23
a gang of off-duty cops shot seven children to death.
This was the latest massacre in a series of attacks that
last year claimed the lives of at least 400 street children
in Rio alone. Cops or hired thugs are responsible for
most of the Killings. Due to the economic crisis in Brazil,
200,000 children nationwide sleep in the streets.

v

Gov't suspected in Peru graves

Boxes of bones that had been burned and
broken were recently found in four shallow
graves outside Lima, Peru. Human rights
groups, opposition members of Congress.
and others believe they are the remains of at
least some of the nine students and a teacher
who disappeared from La Cantuta University
in Lima last year and were allegedly executed
by the military. President Alberto Fujimori.
who imposed rule by decree in an Apnil 1992
military coup, claimed the remains were vic-
tims of Shining Path. Dincote, Peru’s “anti-
terrorist” pohce. fabricated evidence to back
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Somalia: From ‘humanitarian’
intervention to imperialist war

Week after week the ‘Militant’ has
exposed the myth that U.S. or UN
troops went to Somalia to feed the
hungry. As U.S. helicopters and
machine guns rain death on

Somali demonstrators, the
‘Militant’ tells the truth.
Don’t miss a single issue!

™
Somali youth cries with pain as
he is detained by U.S. marine
in Mogadishu.
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Fujimori’s allegations. further weakening the
credibility of the government's investigation.

U.S. eases Cuba phone policy
Shortly after ordering U.S. long distance
telephone carriers to halt toll-free connec-
tions 1o Canadian agencies that relay calls
to Cuba. the Clinton administration an-
nounced measures to ease phone restrictions
for direct calls from the United States to
Cuba. The new regulations allow U.S. tele-
phone companies to expand communication
links to Havana and share half the revenues
with the Cuban government. But Washing-
ton still refuses to pay $S80 million it owes
Cuba from an escrow account in New York.
The Amencan Telephone and Telegraph
Co. mamtams limited telecommunication ser-
vice to Cuba. but because of the U.S. govern-
ment imposed trade embargo, cannot split the
revenues with Cuba’s state owned phone com-
pany. Instead. Cuba's share of the proceeds are
placed i the escrow account. Cuban officials
have expressed doubts about accepting Wash-
ington’s offer until those funds are released.

Cuban hijacker faces prosecution

The Cuban and U.S. governments ure co-
operating i the prosecution ol Carlos Can-
c10.a Cuban pilot who hyjacked a plane 1o My-
ami with 32 people on board Dec. 29, 1992,
Five people onthe tlight.including a tlightat-
tendant and the co-pilot, attempted 1o prevent

the hijacking but were subdued by force.
Witnesses traveled to Miami from Cuba to be
interviewed by ULS, prosecutors and possi-
bly appear betore a grand jury. Right-wing
Cuban-American groups in Miami have or-
canized a campaign o pressure the Justice
Department to drop the charges.

Washington knew Tokyo would
surrender before atomic bombing

The ULS. government knew that officials
of the Japanese army were willing 10 sur-
render more than three months betore Pres-
ident Harry Truman devastated Hiroshima
and Nagasakt with atomic bombs. Newly
declassified documents show that through
spying on allies and toes during World War
11 Washington obtuned the report of a Ger-
man diplomat returming from talks with a
high-ranking Japanese naval ofticer. The
diplomat said that “large sections of the
Tapanese armed lorces would not regard
with distavor an American request for cu-
pitulation even if the terms were hard.”

Creationism in the classroom

A school board in Vista. California, voted
3-2 10 require the teaching of biblical ¢rea-
nonism and weaken the teaching ot evolution
in public schools. State educational policies
and court rulings defending separation of
church and state torbid the teaching of crea-
tionism in science classes, The new policy
calls for “discussion of divine creation™ at
“appropriate times” in history and literature
classes. It requires science teachers 1o ques-
non the theory of evolution in the classroom.
Many teachers said they objected to the new
requirements and predicted they will have lit-
tle effect in the classroom.

Report cites abuse of immigrants

The American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) reported that immigrants held at
the federal immigration detention center in
Manhattan tace appalling conditions, are
subject o arbitrary 1solation in roach-in-
fested cells and are denied effective access
to legal aid. Some are held for months, or
even years, after they volunteer to be de-
ported. The ACLU secured the release of
one woman who had proof. ignored for 14
months, that she was a U.S. citizen. In the
facility's first year, about 15 guards were
dismissed for physically and sexually abus-
ing detainees. The report concludes that
these conditions are typical of those plagu-
ing Immigration and Naturalization Service
detention centers across the United States.

Mideast peace talks may resume

The 21-month-old negotiations among
severdl Middle Eastern governments and
Palestinian representatives may resume in
Washigton. D.C_Lin late August.

Three Palestinian negotiators. Hanan Ash-
rawi. Faissal al-Husseini. and Saeb Erekat,
tendered their restgnations after a dispute with
Palestine  Liberation  Orgamization  (PLO)
leader Yasir Arafat. The PLO rejected the res-
1gnations and appomted them to the organiz-
ton s leadership commutiee directing the talks
with Israel. This is the first time negotiators
fromthe occupied territories have held official
PLO posts. — PAT SMITH
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U.S. troops open fire
on Somalis at rally

BY HILDA CUZCO

Eight months after the intervention of
28.000 U.S. soldiers in the Hom of Africa.
allegedly to feed hungry Somalis, Washing-
ton is being drawn into a small-scale war
against the Somali people. U.S. troops
opened fire August 12 aganst hundreds of
people participating in a rally in Mogadishu.

According to the Washington Post, three
LLS. army vehicles armed with M-16 assault
rifles and an M-60 machine gun drove
through a rally i support of Gen. Mohamed
Farah Aidid. They opened fire against the
Somalis and spraved them with Mace,

Despite denials by LS. military officials
that there were any injuries, Somalis showed
foreign journalists three wounded young men
shot by U.S. troops. Minutes after the shoot-
ing. U.S. Black Hawk helicopters swooped
down low over the rally, further angering the
demonstrators. Helicopters continued the air
harassment throughout the evening.

U.S. Amy major David Stockwell,
United Nanons military spokesman in So-
malia, denied the provocations by the U.S.
troops and instead blamed the Somalis. say-
ing some had thrown stones. “They appar-
ently felt i threat.” Stockwell told reporters.
“The patrol was not out of line by firing over
the heads of the people.™

However. journalists covering the rally
— including a cameraman for Reuter tele-
vision — asserted that the first shots came
from the LS. patrol as the last of the three-
vehicle convoy drove through the crowd and
was dlready out of throwing range of rocks.

“Those guys were in no danger at the time
they fired.” satd Michael Maren. a corre-
spondent for the Village Voice. a New York
weekly. 1t was after the Americans started
firing that a couple of shots went off from
the crowd. It was clearly a provocation.™

Reporters said U.S. troops could have
casily recognized a pro-Aidid rally by the
anti-U.S. government and pro-Aidid ban-
ners displayed in the stadium grounds. A
photographer for Agence France-Presse
took pictures of a U.S. soldier spraying the

crowd with a4 can of Mace as his vehicle
drove through the rally.

Clinton’s *appropriate action’

The August 12 attack by U.S. troops on
Somali demonstrators came a few days after
four U.S. soldiers were killed when their
Humvee vehicles struck a land mine in Mo-
gadishu. This brought 10 12 the number of
U.S. soldiers killed since the intervention
last December.

Following the incident, President Bill Clin-
ton warned Washington would “take appro-
priate action.” He also defended the UN mili-
tary role in Somalhia. declaring 1 sull believe
the United Nations mission is well-conceived
and properly undertaken.” Senate Republican
leader Robert Dole responded saying that
Washington should rethink its role in Somalia.
On NBC's "Meet the Press™ Dole said he
might support the withdrawal of U.S. troops.
"'l would hate to give up on this mission.” he
said. but “I think it's ime to reassess it.™

Meanwhile, House Speaker Thomas Fo-
ley. a Democrat. said Clinton should take
stronger steps against General Aidid. There
should be increased efforts to find Aidid
“and neutralize his forces.” he said on the
CNN program “Newsmaker Sunday.”

Major U.S. dailies supported Clinton’s
proposed action. An August 10 New York
Times editonal stated. "It would be regret-
table it Washington rushed to withdraw
American torces after the first fatalities.”

U.S. may send special commandos

Administration officials contend the four
LS. soldiers died by a remote-control bomb
— not 4 random mine blast — in an ambush
masterminded by Aidid.

Washigton is now considering sending
commando units to Somalia 1o search
Mogadishu for Aidid. A U.S. official said
“the use of special forces and other creative
military operations™ were being discussed
and that the use of commandos from other
countries was being considered.

U.S. State Department official David

U.S. army patrol, equipped with M-16 assault rifles and M-60 machine gun, fired on
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Somalis at August 12 rally in Mogadishu. A UN spokesman claimed no one was injured
but Somalis showed reporters three young men with gunshot wounds.

Shinn 1old reporters the “major problem™
now confronting U.S. forces in Somalia is
dealing with Aidid. "I think it is very impor-
tant that he be removed from the equanon.”
UN officials also blame the Somali
leader for the June 5 deaths of 24 Pakistani
members o the UN military force. The
confrontation between Somahs and UN
troops began as Pakistani ~oldiers tried to
seize control of Radio Mogadishu, which
had been broadcasting statements against
the occupation of Somalia by UN troops.
UN envoy Jonathan Howe. a retired U.S.
Navy admiral. issued a warrant for Awdid’s
arrest and posted a $25,000 reward tor his
capture. saying he was acting on the UN
resolution that calls for the arrest and trial
of those responsible for the June 5 ambush.
A high-ranking U.S. officer said. “We didnt
want to make a folk hero out of this guy.”
Of the 22,000 UN troops in Somalia.
4.000 are trom the United States, the sec-
ond-largest contingent after the Pakistani
unit. An additional 1,200 U.S. combat

Clinton maintains threat to bomb Bosnia

BY PAT SMITH

Several thousand rightist Serb forces
withdrew from two strategic mountains
overlooking the Bosnian capital. Sarajevo.
three days after the onginal deadline set by
United Nations negotiators. The August 15
pull-out marks the first time the rightist
forces. led by Rudovan Karadzic. have given
up any of the terrory they seized in the
16-month-old war. Through military supe-
riority Karadzic's troops have conguered
more than 70 percent of Bosnia.

Washington threatened air sirikes if the
rightist forces did not pull back. “Occupa-
ton of those two mountains is i critical
element of the Serbs™ ability to strangle
Sarajevo.” swd Mike McCurry. a US.
State Department spokesperson. U.S. offi-
cials said withdrawal from the mountains
hadn’t ended the siege ol the city because
adequate relict supplies were still not being
allowed in.

NATO ambassadors had reached agree-
ment 10 bomb Bosnian Serb forces but
hadn’t established what actions would trig-
ger air strikes. Launching of a NATO at-
tack still requires  another meeting of
member governments and approval by UN
secretary-general Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
Gen. Francis Briquemont, commander of
UN forces in Bosnia. continues to voice
his reluctance to carry out bombing raids
in Bosnia.

Washington backed down trom earlier
claims that UN Security Council resolutions
gave the U.S. government and its allies the
power to act on their own initiative and
agreed to wait for Boutros-Ghali’s approval
before bombing. But the conflict over who
has ulimate authority over military infer-
venton continues.

McCurry said Washington considered
that the tormal warning. called for in the
NATO agreement setting out rules on air
strikes in Bosnia. had already been issued
10 the Serb forces.  Other U.S. officials
said the threatened use of force against
rightist Serb forces is designed to tilt the

balance in negotianions in Geneva,

The Bosnian government began boycon-
ing the talks August 1 to protest the occupa-
tion of the two mountains by the armed forces
ol Karadzic’s Serbian Democratic Party.
seized during an offensive after a cease-fire
agreement was signed inJuly. Before the sus-
pension of talks. negotiators from the Cro-
atian, Serbian. and Bosnian governmenis. as
well as Karadzic, had agreed on the constitu-
tional framework to carve Bosnia into three
autonomous republics divided by nationality,
But agreement on where borders should be
drawn hax not been reached.

On August 16 negotiators in Geneva
agreed in principle to demilitarize Sarajevo
and place it under control of UN troops. This
would take effect only after agreement is
reached on division of Bosnia.

Meanwhile. the British government be-
gan evacuating 41 war victims from Sara-
jevo that London. Stockholm. and Dublin
have offered 1o provide with medical care.
The government of ltaly offered 10 evac-
uate 450 people who are  seriously
wounded. But there are uan estimated
50.000 wounded people in Sarajevo with
scant medical care available.

troops remain under U.S. general Thomas
Montgomery. who in practice leads the UN
military operations there.

Rome, Washington disagree

Disagreements between Washington and
Rome have sharpened over handling of the
operations, In a press conference in Rome.
Brig. Gen. Bruno Loi. head of the Talian
contingent of 2,600 in Somalia, said his
troops would leave Mogadishu because of
disagreements with the U.S. command. He
called the move a “redeployment.” not a
“withdrawal.” adding that it would take
place in early September.

[talian defense minister Fabio Fabbri de-
scribed UN military commanders in Soma-
lia as "Rambos.” Although he did not spec-
ify to whom he was referring. the lalian
minister has publicly clashed with Admiral
Howe over tactics in Somaha. a former
Italian colony. Fabbn said he would pull his
troops out of Mogadishu as “an act of dig-
nity” and that Italy could no longer remain
the “hostage of Admiral Howe.”

Meanwhile. several U.S. soldiers in So-
malia have expressed anger and confusion
over their role there. In an interview with
the Washington Post, in Mogadishu. Spec.
Michael Matthews ol South Carolina was
asked whether the 4.000 U.S. troops are
accomplishing anything. He answered
flatly. “No. 1 don’t. We don’t have any need
1o be over here. They don’t want us over
here. We're getting rocked, stoned. . .. The
only convoy I want to go on is the one going
down the street to the airport™ to 2o home.

“They say we're doing a humamtarian
mission.” said Major Phillips. an army staff
sergeant from Arkansas. “But what are we
doing? We aren’ttaking food to the Somalis.
We aren’t doing nothing for the Somalis but
dodging bullets.”

ANC leads fight against violence in S. Africa

BY PAT SMITH

“Urgent and drastic measures by all our
people, black and white, to end the scourge
of wanton murder of almost 300 people in
the East Rand over the past few days. mass
destruction of property. displacement of
families and resurgence of train violence in
the PWV [Pretoria. Witwatersrand. Ver-
eeniging] region can no longer be delayed.”
said the African National Congress (ANC)
in an August |l statement.

The ANC is leading efforts to end the
violence sweeping South Africa’s townships
and build a nonracist. nonsexist, democratic
republic. More than 580 people were Killed
in July 1993 and 220 in the first 11 days of
August. the highest since August 1990,
when 709 people were killed.

The violence escalated after democratic
torces announced April 27. 1994, as the date
for the country’s first one-person. one-vote
elections. Popo Molefe of the ANC National
Working Committee told supporters August
5 in Sydney. Australia, that the elections
would “give to legitimate representatives of
the people the power to control those guns
that are being used to kill the people of South
Alrica. We can not delay it on the basis that
there is violence.”

The ANC has rejected Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu’s plea for an international peace-
keeping force and instead called on consti-
tutional negotiators to immediately set up a
multiparty peacekeeping force to replace the
current South Afnican security forces and
end the township violence.

De Klerk shunned the idea. saying. “such
a force can never replace the security
forces.” The army and police. however, have
lost all credibility among township resi-
dents. who frequently report seeing the po-
lice driving attackers back to local hostels.
The security forces are blamed for deliber-
ately fomenting conflict to sabotage the
transition to a democratic republic.

Atan August 5 rally of 7,000 in a stadium
in Katlehong. where some of the worst vio-
lence has taken place. ANC president Nel-
son Mandela suggested that a joint delega-
tion of ANC and government leaders go
immediately through the township. But gov-
ernment officials said they all had previous
engagements.

Mandela criticized de Klerk's response to
the violence, The National Party leader had
sent 2,000 troops to the Black townships.
where they smashed through barricades put
up by residents for self-defense and con-
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ducted house-to-house  searches  without
consulting the community.

Mandela renewed his demand for 24-
hour guards around hostels where some
attacks have been organized. The ANC also
condemned as irresponsible de Klerk's
threat to impose emergency rule to end the
violence.

“You must understand, the solution is
peace. reconciliation, political tolerance.”
Mandela told the crowd in Katlchong. “We
must try to win them over.” he said referring
to supporters of the Inkatha Freedom Party
(IFP), “Give them a shoulder to lean on.™

Acknowledging that some ANC support-
ers have participated in the killings, Man-
dela said. “If you are gomg 1o kill innocent
people. children, elderly people, women,
then you don’t belong to the African Na-
tional Congress.”

The ANC took further steps against vio-
lence August 8 by issuing a joint statement
by ANC and IFP youth leaders that said,
“No member of one of our parties must from
today onwards engage in conflicts with
members of either party.”

Inits August 11 statement the ANC reit-
erated that it “unequivocally rejects the no-

Continued on Page 11
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Clinton’s flood relief
leaves most working
armers devastated

BY JON HILLSON

REDWOOD  FALLS. Minnesota —
Gene Swoboda. who farms the same rich
land his  great-grandfather homesteaded
here in southwestern Minnesota in the
1 880s. expresses concern as he watches
wheat roll under the blades of his |2-year-
old Case combine.

The $6.2 billion flood relief bill recently
passed in Washington. he says. “is a drop in
the bucket tor the farmer.”

Like all such legislation, it favors the larg-
est, wealthiest farmers. “Those with bigger
acreage get bigger money.” Swoboda says.

Some $2.2 billion in the package is set
aside 10 compensate farmers for crop loss,
a figure Swoboda and many other working
farmers say will not cover the cost of inputs
— seed. fertilizer. herbicide. and fuel — let
alone make up for lost income.

Amid stunted crops. and in fields stll
resembling lakes. farmers fear that a likely
early frost — anything before October 10
— will devastate harvests of crops planted
late because of rains and flooding.

This will leave farmers without an in-
come for 1993

Minnesota corn production is already ex-
pected to drop 38 percent, the lowest level
since the drought of 198K, Only 4 percent
of the predicted corn and soybean crop is
considered “"good.” according to the Minne-
sota Agricultural Statisties Service.

The fall harvest 1s “crunch time.” ex-
plained Delores Swoboda, president of
Groundswell. a family farmers” organiza-
tion here. “And then comey the spring. with
no money for mnputs lor the 1994 crop

“Once you get behind.” Swoboda said.
“ies hard 1o catch up. 1Us like working in a
factory. living on your check from week to
week, What happens when you miss a few
weeks., when you get behind in your house
payment? That's what people in the city
have 1o understand

“The media makes 1t sound like every-
thing's okay now with the farmer. But it's
horrible. The economy s a disaster, and now
ity getting worse with the floods and the
crops.” he added.

Some plans being ared include federal
loans with 4 percent interest to tarmers

“That's just another way tor the govern-
ment to get its hooks into you,” said Carroll
Nearmyer. a soybean and hog farmer in
Prairie City. lowa.

“We don’t need disaster loans: we need
grants to make up for losses.” remarked
Nearmyer. a vice-president of the American
Agncultural Movement (AAM).

Larry Ginter. a Rhodes. lowa. com and
soybean farmer said any loans should be
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made on “very favorable conditions. pay-
able for a very long time: 30 or 40 years.”

The current situation, he pointed out,
leaves family farmers “in the same situation
as the factory worker making $5 or $6 an
hour. without health insurance. What do you
do when you get sick?”

Crop insurance *a joke'

Crop nsurance. which some farmers
carry. has long failed to protect any but the
richest farmers, Nearmyer sad.

“If you couldn’t plant because of the rain,
you got nothing, no matter how much ‘crop
insurance’ you had, because seed has to be
in the ground,” he added.

This makes crop insurance “a joke.” ac-
cording 1o Ginter.

A maximum of 75 percent of the crop can
be insured. but most farmers get coverage
on 35 to 50 percent of their acreage. The
premium is based on historic production on
the insured land.

The insurance. sold by private agents, is
sustained by the Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation.

To trigger payments, farmers must first
lose a minimum of 25 percent of their crop.

“Let’s say you're insured for 35 percent of
your crop and that's what you lose.” Delores
Swoboda says as she drives a reporter
through devastated fields in Redwood and
Renville counties. known tor having the rich-
est topsoil in Minnesota. Farm after farm is
pockmarked with crater-shaped stretches of
bare, drowned carth, nnged by scrubby com
and dwarted soybean.

“You've insured 400 acres. and you've
paid S8 an acre. S3.000 or s0.” she continues
“But suppose it was so wet youcouldn’t plant
|5 percent. The crop insurance subtracts that
amount. According to them. vou only fost 20
percent of the crop. And you don’t get any-
thing tor the premium you pad.”

Closer 1o rivers. the premiums are higher
— and out of range.

The several-hundred-acre soybean farm of
George and Cindy Schottenbauer. drowned
by rains and flooded by the Minnesota River,
is ruined for this year's harvest. Swoboda ex-
plamed as we stopped 1o look at the expanse
of water covering their fields.

Provisions of the new tederal aid program
pay out 65 percent of “target price on
losses,” the law states. above 35 percent of
the crop if the farmer 1s insured. 40 percent
if they are not insured.

“So in the Schottenbauers™ case.” Swo-
boda said. "if he's lucky. he gets 65 percent
payment on the 65 percent of the crop he
lost, if they pay him for what he didn’t plant
That's 42 cents on the dollar™
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Gene and Delores Swoboda point out flood damage to wheat field on their farm in
Redwood Falls, Minnesota. Clinton’s $6.2 billion flood relief bill *is a drop in the bucket
for the farmer,"” said Gene Swoboda. The bill favors capitalist farmers.

That, she noted, may cover most inputs, at
best. The Schottenbauer case 1s not unigue

Gene Swoboda’s 400-acre farnm has as
much as $20.000 in input costs and “most
farms around here are a couple of thousand
acres.” he stated.

The federal disaster assistance law caps
aid at $100,000.

Even getting that amount can mean an
entire year without income.

The Wall Street Journal reported August
16 that the Agniculture Department is now
“preparing proposals to boost farmer partic-
ipation in the federal crop and insurance
program and improve the financial health ot
the insurance system.” Simply put. farmers
will have to pay more for crop insurance.

Farmers encounter new problems

In the mudst of rains and in the wake of
the flood. farmers encounter new problems:

® More costly acrial use of herbicides
was necessary  because tractors  bogged
down in drowned fields

® A rumed hay crop resulted in the ne-
cessity of some farmers to sell their livestock.

® Mechanical failures of farm equip-
menl increased.

® Wet crops and crops with greater
weed content will fetch lower prices from
buyers at elevators,

Estimated crop damage in then nine mid-
western states hardest hit by the flood ran
10 $3.7 billion in early August.

But the real figure won’t be known until
the results of the farmers' race with an early
frost are known.

A worst-case scenario for his comn. oats, and
wheat. Gene Swoboda said, with some crop
insurance and the new government package.
“is that we ll coverseed. fertilizer. some herb-
cide. and some fuel costs this year.™

Most of his sovbean acreage is still under
water. And his case is typical.

Thus. the latest woetully inadequate gov-
ernment program serves Washington's long-
range policy. the AAM’s Nearmyer ex-
plained. "of squeezing out the family farmer
to the benefit of corporate agriculture. Car-
gill, Conagra, and the others.™

John Keister. a top Minnesota crop insur-
ance salesman who holds S150 million in
policies. thinks current programs will keep
most farmers out of bankruptcy and foreclo-

Migrant workers

REDWOOD FALLS. Minnesota —
Scores of Mexican workers emploved by
Heartlund Foods in Marshall, 30 miles from
here, have returned to Mexico in the wake
of massive flooding in this southwestern
Minnesota town.

The workers. members of United Food
and Commercial Workers Local 544, rented
trailers i the Camelot park, where floods
forced residents from their homes into shel-
lers.

“They lost everything.” René de la Cruz,
shop steward at the turkey- processing plant,
sdid in a interview,

“They didnt have insurance and 1t
doesn’t seem like they're going 10 gel any-
thing.” he said. “They don’t own properny.”

Workers from Laos. who also live in the
trailer park. are trying to make the best of
their water-ravaged homes, De la Cruz said.

sure but is blunt about the future.

“The marketplace will take care of the
[farmers] who aren’t good businessmen.”
he commented. “Next disaster, they’ll be
out of business.”

These legalized loan sharks risk nothing
while getting a cut of the premium.

Insurance subsidiaries of Norwest Corp..
the giant Minnesota bank, is the country's
leading crop insurer.

While it sells insurance. the actual risk is
held by the U.S. government through the
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation,

About | in 10 mdwestern farmers en-
tered the 1993 crop season with a record of
bankruptcy in the 1980s.

In addition to facing second morngage
payments (o private banks and debt obliga-
tions to the Farmers Home Administration
and Farm Credit System. some are up
against addinonal financial pressures.

These are farmers who, ina new program
launched by private seed companies here
this year. got seed and fertilizer on credit
against thewr 1993 harvest.

“Where.” Swoboda asked. “do they stand
if they got drowned out?”

“This crisis is why we have to demand
there be a moratorium on farm foreclo-
sures.” explained Larry Ginter. who belongs
to the Farm Unity Coalition,

The specter of a new round of auctions
and foreclosures. on top of uncertainty
about frost and the 1993 harvest. “is putting
a lot of tarmers through grief.” Delores
Swoboda said. “Some are in shellshock.
And then others, or their kids or spouse who
had jobs. get laid off because of all this.”

“People in the city have just got to know
what 1s happening.” Gene Swoboda added.
“They want us 1o plant and harvest for
nothing. They want the worker to work for
hours and hours and not get paid. The way
they are driving us, n's geting 10 be very
serious business.” he says.

“You know. | believe it is in the hands of
labor and agriculture to solve the problems
of the world.” Swoboda said quietly, his
eyes on the wheat. ~If we dont. | cannot
imagine how bad it will get for us all,”

Jon Hillson is a rathoad worker in St. Paul,
Minnesota. and a member of United Trans-
porranon Local 10010,

hard hit by floods

In late July. 600 Mexicans and Chicano
migrant workers who had journeyed 10
Santa Clara. Minnesota. tor field work met
in a religious mass 1o reinforce each other
as they face a summer without work.

Floods have ruined sugar beet fields
where they were hired 1o toil.

“For us. its a disaster.” Juan Garza, one
ol the workers, told La Prensa. a Minneap-
olis Spanish-language weekly.

The disaster 1s compounded by difficulty
in geting food stamps, eligibility for which
is based on “projected income™ for the com-
ing month.

“Projections are not reality,” Garza ex-
plained. " You can project all you want, and
il you can’t get out on the fields, you can’t
work. If you can’t put this on paper, you're
not eligible for food stamps.” — J.H.



Dozens urge parole for Iowa unionist

BY ANGELA LARISCY

DES MOINES. lowa — The Mark Curtis
Defense Committee’s Parole Now! cam-
paign has gotten off to a strong start. It has
received almost 100 letters from around the
world urging parole for jailed unionist and
political activist Mark Curtis.

Curtis was the victim of a police frame-up
and beating here in March 1988, Falsely
convicted of sexual assault and burglary. he
is serving a 25-year prison senience.

The Mark Curtis Defense Committee
launched a Parole Now! campaign in June
that runs through August 31. The goal of the
campaign is to gather hundreds of letters to
the lowa Parole Board asking that it grant
Curtis parole and release him from prison.

Supporters of the Mark Curtis Detense
Committee around the world have won new
backing and obtained letters urging Curtis
be released on parole. They have won this
support while participating in conventions
of political organizations, protest actions.
and demonstrations. They have also called
supporters and democratically minded indi-
viduals and discussed the case at school. on
the job, and at union meetings.

The Parole Now! campaign takes on new
urgency with the parole board’s new policy
of deciding by its own internal review
whether or not a prisoner will be granted a
parole hearing (see article below),

Inan August 6 mailing to supporters around
the world. defense committee coordinator
John Studer points out, “Outrage over this pol-
icy change can help spur union and political
activists to join us in urging the board to grant

Mark a hearing this fall and to order his re-
lease. This fight will significantly advance the
long-term drive to win justice for Mark.”

Below are excerpts from several letters
received urging that Curtis be released on
parole. To send a letter urging parole for
Curtis write the lowa State Board of Parole
at: Capitol Annex, 523 East 12th Street, Des
Moines. IA 50319. Send copies to the Mark
Curtis Defense Committee at: P.O. Box
1048, Des Momes. 1A S0311. or call (515)
246-1695; fax (515) 243-986Y9.

Howard Zinn

Professor Emeritus,
Boston University

I am writing to urge you to grani parole o
the prisoner Mark Curtis. I have reviewed the
facts of his case. and have noted that he has
insisted on his innocence. evenifitcost hima
long prison sentence. | have no way of kKnow-
ing if he is guilty of the charges which put him
in prison. but I have been informed that there
is sufficient doubt on that matter for a federal
judge to have decided in his favor in a civil
rights suit against the police.

| also understand that he has been a pris-
oner who has done helpful work in his
prison communily and that many respected
people in his and other communities have
called for his parole. He has already served
a number of years in prison, and seems 1o
be the kind of person who will be a valuable
citizen of the community when he is re-
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Ruth Nebbia (left), a supporter of the Mark Curtis Defense Committee, speaks to group
of voung volunteers at El Paraiso agricultural camp in Cuba. After showing of video The
Frame-up of Mark Curtis, 47 people signed letter calling the unionist’s conviction *an
offense to human dignity,” and demanding *“*freedom and justice for Mark Curtis.”

New Iowa law restricts rights

BY NORTON SANDLER

DES MOINES. lowa — A new law has
gone into effect here making it more difficult
for many of the state’s 4.700 prisoners to
receive an annual parole board hearing and
1o argue for their release.

This change follows other attempts na-
nonally to chip away at the rights of prison-
ers, On August 11 President Bill Clinton
announced. as part of his “anticrime™ legis-
lation. that he will seek to broaden the death
penalty to include 50 offenses: limit federal
habeas corpus appeals — primarily by death
row inmates — 1o speed up the process of
their executions: and convert closed military
bases 1o boot camps for young prisoners.

Until now all prisoners, except those con-
victed of what are termed class A" felonies
or those serving more than a 25-year sen-
tence, automatically received an annual hear-
ing before the parole board. Under the new
law, an annual review of a prisoner’s file will
replace the annual hearing. Only through this
screening process will the parole board de-
cide which prisoners receive hearings.

lowa Parole Board vice-chairperson Bar-
bara Binnie said in a phone interview that
the board asked for the change in the law.

“There are an enormous number of peo-
ple in the institutions and we were seeing
people many times, including those who had
served maybe one or two years on a 25-year

sentence.” she said.

“It was not an efficient use of everyone's
times. If the judges mandate a 25-year sen-
tence of robbery in the first degree. the board
assumes [a prisoner| is not 1o be released right
away.” stated Binnie. "We are averaging five
10 six years on releases on 25-year sentences.
The idea 15 to spend quality time with an indi-
vidual who 1s 4 good parole or work-release
candidate and to make decisions accordingly.™

“The institutions are overcrowded and
they don’t rehabilitate anyone.” said Iman
Ako Abdul Samad. a counselor for many
years in the lowa prisons. I have always
believed that a resident of the institutions
should have access to everything relevant to
his release even to the point of being able to
look in his file.” he said.

In arecent letter to his defense committee.
Mark Curtis, an imprisoned unionist and
political activist serving a 25-year sentence
in the John Bennett Correctional Facility in
Ft. Madison on false rape and burglary
charges. described the initial experiences
prisoners are having with the policy change.

“Two inmates whose annual parole hear-
ing dates are in August have already re-
ceived letters.” Curtis explained. “The letter
says the board met on July 1 and considered
and decided against a release. They would
be considered again atter another year un-
less sooner initiated

Mititant/Marla Puziss
Kate Kaku, a leader of Mark Curtis Defense Committee and Curtis’s wife with Rev.
Roland Joseph (left) and Rev. Felix Jean-Guillaume of the Haitian Ministry Theophile
Church in Christ in Atlanta. Members of their congregation signed a letter to the parole
board that said in part, **We know that Mark, a union and political activist, was involved
in defending immigrant workers at the time of his arrest. . . . Listen to our voices, and

set Mark Curtis free.”

leased. | therefore ask you to seriously con-
sider granting him his request for parole.

Robin Singer

Atlanta Coordinator,
Pastors for Peace

| first met Mark Curtis shortly after his
arrest on the rape charge he was eventually
convicted of. But | had previously known
of Mark through his work in Birmingham.
Alabama, against the brutal U.S. policy n
El Salvador. a project that we were both
involved in. | listened to Mark's story and
soon became a supporter of his fight tor
justice. I followed his trial and have read a
great deal both in support und against Mark.
Now. I am even more convinced of his
imnocence. I urge you to grant Mark Curtis
parole now. so that he can again become a
productive member of society.

Carol Warren

Peace and Justice Coordinator,
Catholic Diocese,
Lexington, Kentucky

[ am writing to you on behalf of our
Diocesan Council for Peace and Justice to
respectfully request that you grant speedy
parole to Mark Curtis. We feel that it is
fundamentally unfair to require Curtis 10
participate in any special programs for sex

of prisoners

"What was particularly outrageous in
their cases.” Curtis continued. ““was that the
counselor met with them on July 7 to do a
‘preparole meeting.” 10 prepare @ report on
what the inmate has done over the lasi vear.
what treatment programs he’s been in, his
work record. disciplinary record. parole
plans, ete. This report was 10 be sent to the
parole board for use in making their deci-
sion. However, the preparole meeting took
place on July 7. and the letter the inmates
got said the board met on July | when it
decided to reject a release for them.

“This new policy has got i lot of guys
steamed,” Curtis emphasized. “It's unfair
and takes away the whole idea that we have
a right 1o present our case for release before
the board, present guests in our favor, or
confront inaccurate information or opposi-
tion to our release.”

John Studer. coordinator of the Mark Cur-
tis Defense Committee. which organizes sup-
port for Curtis’s defense effort. explained.
“Parole reviews will now revolve even more
aroundd what prison authorities have placed in
an inmate’s file. [t will be even more difficult
than before to rebut what a racist guard, or
someone oul 1o get a political activist, says
about a particular prisoner.

“This undemocrauc change deserves 10
be widely publicized and protested.”™ Studer
added

offenders in order to receive parole. He has
never wavered from his statement that he is
innocent. and his case is still under appeal.
No one should be forced to “claim™ guill
while maintaining innocence — this would
be a violation of conscience.

Dave Ayre

Hon. Secretary,

Wear Valley and District
Trades Union Council,
Durham, Britain

The Wear Valley and District Trades Union
Council of Durham County i the United
Kingdom have over the past years followed
with interest the case of Mark Curtis.

We note that he has now reached and
passed the expiration date o his sentence on
sexual abuse. Also that his personal conduct
whilst in prison has been exemplary.

Delegates to the Trades Union Council
wish 1o make a plea to you as responsible
Parole Board members to grant Mark Curtis
his immediate release from prison.

Mary J. Fontaine

Chairperson,
United Transportation Union
Local 1732,
Oakland, California

I have had the opportunny 1o read quite
a lot of information on Mr. Curtis™s situa-
tion, Based on what | have learmed about his
case and about his conduct while he has
been with vou. | ask vou o give every
favorable consideration to granting his pa-
role when he comes to ask for it. Thank you.

Mack C. Shelley, II

Professor of Political Science
and Statistics,

lowa State University,
Ames, lowa

[ am writing 1o you as a concerned citizen.
and as a student of the political process. in
very strong support of the request for early
parole by Mark Curtis. It is my understanding
that, counting time for good behavior, he has
now completed his sentence on the third-de-
gree sexual abuse charge. Expiration of the
sexual assault charge certainly weakens any
remaining arguments for Curtis’s continued
incarceration. To deny his request for a gate
pass to work outside the prison. despite a rec-
ommendation from his classification com-
mittee. on grounds that he must first admt
guilt for a crime which he says he did nol
commit. and then subject himselt to the Sex-
ual Offenders Treatment Program (SOTP).
flies m the face of both logic and decency.

[ is m the best interests of the Board, and
in the best nterests of the commumnity. to
release Mark Curtis immediately and rein-
tegrate thiy man productively o society,
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Texas shrimper leads fight
against chemical polluter

BY JERRY FREIWIRTH

SEADRIFT, Texas — Fishermen. work-
ers, and other residents of this Gulf Coast
area are engaged in an intense battle with
Formosa Plastics Corp.. a powerful petro-
chemical company.

At issue is whether Formosa Plastics
should be allowed to begin dumping mil-
lions of gallons a day of toxic-laced waste
water into the Matagorda Bay system,
among the most prolific shrimping and crab-
bing areas on the Gulf of Mexico. This
environmental dispute has drawn national
attention and has been the focus of feature

Formosa property

BY DIANE SHUR

GREENSBORO,
Farmers and workers joined a panel discus-
ston here at the Militant Labor Forum in
June to discuss the Clinton admimstration’s

North  Carolina —

proposed tobacco tax.

North Carolina produces about two-thirds
of the flue-cured tobacco grown in the coun-
try. Despite cutbacks in production, tobacco
is still the sixth-largest cash crop in the
United States. In addition. North Carolina is
the manufacturing center of several large
cigarette and tobacco products companies,
including R.J. Reynolds. American To-
bacco. and Lorillard.

About 1.500 workers and representatives
from tobacco companies. as well as tarmers.,
had raveled 10 Washington, D.C., May 13
to oppose the proposed $2-a-pack tax on
cigarettes. Thirty-three busloads of workers
and management were organized by R.J.
Reynolds in Winston-Salem. North Caro-
lina. Three busloads of workers and farmers
went from eastern North Carolina, Farmers
and tobacco company employees from Vir-
ginia and New Jersey also attended.

Opening the discussion at the June 12
forum was Edna Harris, a tobacco farmer
near Harmony, North Carolina, and a mem-
ber of the United Farmers Organization
(UFO). Harris said one acre of tobacco cur-
rently generates $40.000 in taxes. She
pointed out that farmers get $1.78 a pound
for tobacco, which is an extremely labor-in-
tensive crop. "1 put in all the work and take
the risks,” she said. “Then 1 go to market
and I'm at their mercy. The government
grades the tobacco and the companies set
the price.”

Harris said her organization began fighting
farm foreclosures in the mid-1980s. In 1986,
when the Carolinas suffered a severe drought
that left farmers unable to feed their livestock.
the UFO organized a “haylift” from other
parts of the country, The group is currently or-
ganizing farmers to oppose the tobacco tax.

Speaking about the possibility of con-
verting to other crops, Harris said, “We
can’t afford to raise corn or soybeans.” She
cited the experience of a neighbor who
converted to growing squash and sub-
sequently lost his farm,

Tobacco is the most consistently profitable
crop for North Carolina farmers, most of
whom operate smaller farms than the grain-
producing farmers in the Midwest. At the fo-
rum, Harris and JoAnne White, another
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articles in the New York Times and the Hous-
ton Chronicle.

In the center of this fight 1s Diane Wilson.,
a shrimper. Four years ago Wilson, 44, or-
ganized the Calhoun County Resource
Watch, which is spearheading protests
against Formosa.

“Formosa Plastics has enlarged its plant
in Port Comfort by 10 times.” said Wilson
inan interview at Froggie's, one of the many
fish houses along the dock in Seadrift where
shrimpers bring in their catch to be weighed
and iced down. She works at the fish house
between shrimping seasons and also repairs
shrimping nets to help make ends meet.

“In 1982 the company opened a small
operation and began dumping waste into
creek that leads to Lavaca Bay.” she added.
“The Environmental Protection Agency
|EPA| leveled a record $3.37 million fine
against Formosa in 1991, The Texas Water
Commission fined them. too. And this was
when the plant was still small. With the
massive increase in size. they will go trom
approximately [.500 gallons a day up to 15
million gallons a day.”

This waste water will carry thousands of
pounds of carcinogens and other toxins such
as benzene, phenol. and fluorine. The Alcoa
chemical plant at Port Comfort dumped
mercury into Lavaca Bay from 1966 to
1970. creating an environmental disaster.

“Incredibly. the Texas Water Commission
has said there will be no impact. that it won't
affect the water quality,” Wilson continued.
“But the Department of Health is saying.
"The day you discharge were shutting down
the bay.” The elimination of the shrimp. crab,
and oyster industries alone will cause an

A

estimated loss of $200
million every year.”

Wilson was particu-
larly enthusiastic about a
demonstration organized
July 16 by the Calhoun
County Resource Watch.
“The company organ-
ized a free barbecue at
the civic center in Pont
Lavaca.” she explained.
“They saw this as a big
public relations event.
We mounted a coun-
terprotest that drew up to
150 people. which 15 a
great success i this part
of the world. Nearly half
the people there were
Vietnamese fishermen.
and this, particularly. had
a big mmpact. We also
had people from the Oil.
Chemical and Atomic
Workers [OCAW/| umion
at the rally. They are
making an effort 10
untonize the Formosa
plant.”

The Calhoun County
Resource  Watch  has
staged a variety of other
protest activities, including a rally in 1990
and three hunger strikes by Wilson.

“The shrimping and the crabbing indus-
try is already in a crisis.” Wilson said. “The
oyster industry is considered a disaster
area. There was nothing all winter long for
many fishermen. They are destitute. And

>

Tobacco ready for harvest. Clinton's $2-a-pack cigarette tax will hit working people
most. “Taxes as ‘moral’ coercion are reactionary.” said socialist worker Nancy Brown.

farmer. descrnibed how they and many other
farmers also depend on off-farm income as
well as growing other crops 10 survive.

Oscar Smith, president of Local 192-T of
the Bakery, Confectionery. and Tobacco
Workers Union. is employed at the Amen-
can Tobacco Co. plant in Reidsville near
here. He said many 1obacco workers have
been losing their jobs due to increased auto-
mation as well as the lower demand for
cigarettes. In fact. that very week American
Tobacco had announced layoffs and the
early retirement of more than 200 workers
at the Reidsville plant,

Atacking the proposed tax. Smith said,
“An excise tax means that a lower-income
person is paying a bigger portion of their
income in taxes than a wealthy person. His-
tory shows us that when excise taxes go up,
the total income generated goes down.
because people buy less of the product. La-
bor will not support any health-care program
that is based upon an excise fax.”

“This tax affects all working people.”
Nancy Brown. an auto worker and member
of the Socialist Workers Party. told the meet-
ing. “The best thing we can do is to organize
against it.” Brown pointed out how the to-
bacco tax. as well as other proposed taxes
and cutbacks in social programs. is part of

the attempt by the Clinton administration to
get working people and farmers to pay for
the worldwide capitalist depression.

Government offictals and other capitalist
politicians attempt to present the cigarette
tax as progressive because it will allegedly
cut down on smoking and raise money for
health care. said Brown, "But this is a
sham.” she added. “Taxes for the purpose of
“moral” coercion, whether for beer or ciga-
rettes, are reactionary.” Many workers de-
spise such social engineering proposals by
Bill and Hillary Clinton. Brown said.

“Working people should oppose all con-
sumption taxes,"” she added. Such taxes are
especially disastrous for working farmers
and small businesspeople. Brown said. She
called for the abolition of all indirect taxes.
local and state taxes. and duties, and for their
“replacement with a single. steeply gradua-
ted income tax."”

“What we need now s solidarity.” said
Brown. “We must look for more ways for
workers and small farmers to get together.
whether it's to oppose this tax or to lend
support to struggles like the coal miners’
strike. Organizing ourselves to fight and win
some battles now will give working people
the confidence to carry out and win the
bigger struggles down the road.”

Shrimper Diane Wilson has fought to unite Vietnamese and
U.S.-born fishermen and workers in environmental battle.

because fishermen have boats. they can’t
get on welfare.

“These fishermen have no insurance of
any Kind — no health insurance. no boat
insurance, no house insurance, most don’t
even have car insurance.

“So they get hit time and time again. And
now you force another area of our bays 10
close.

“What you will have is 200 to 400 boats
that will be forced out of that bay. People
are losing their boats, they're losing their
cars. There seems to be no one who cares.”

The problems on the bay have been ex-
acerbated by tensions between Vietnamese
and U.S.-born fishermen. Fishermen came
here from Vietnam after the LS. warin their
country. By the early 1980s compenition and
animosities exploded.

Wilson explained how she had managed
to unite U.S.-bom and Vietnamese fisher-
men in the protest against Formosa.

First, she said. 11's important to under-
stand the origins of the animosities. A rich
fellow from Maryland sponsored 50 Viet-
namese families to work for him as crab-
bers. There was no effort al communication,
It happened suddenly overnight.” The Viet-
namese were Kept isolated and apant in a
little settlement.

“There s a longtime Nishing and crabbing
tradinon here. how people carry out their
work to ensure fishing tor future genera-
tons. The Vietnamese had a ditferent way
of operating. Instead of 150 traps in an area.
they would set out maybe 400 traps. Instead
of setting them 150 feet apart. they would
set them 50 feet.”

The company used language barriers and
racist prejudice to keep people divided. No
one explained to the Vietnamese the fishing
traditions in the bay, Wilson said.

“After a while of working for this man,
the Vietnamese crabbers went on strke.
They didn’t like the way he controlled them
or their wives, who worked at his process-
ing plant. So they broke off, which says a
lot for them.™

Then an incident brought things 10 a
head between Vietnamese and U.S.-bom
fishermen.

“What happened was there was an argu-
ment on the bay. it continued on the dock.
and one of the Vietnamese boys went home
and got a gun and shot and killed a local
crabber. It was like a4 powder keg going off.
Some houses gol bumed. some boats got
bumed. And then the |Ku Klux| Klansmen
heard about it and they decided to march on
the town. | will say this for this town. they
refused to let them march in the town.™

Wilson explained how she has attempted
over many years to create ties between U.S -
born and Vietnamese crabbers and shrimp-
ers. including organizing a demonstration in
Austin, Texas. against restrictive fishing
regulations that drew fishermen from both
communities. But still, to this day. no

Continued on next page



Crown Heights report calls for more cop repression

BY MARY NELL BOCKMAN

NEW YORK CITY — The conclusions of a recently re-
leased New York State report on the events in the Crown
Heights section of Brooklyn in August 1991 represent an at-
tack on working people and should be condemned by all de-
tenders of democratic rights. The ivestigation was set up to
legitimize more sweeping and violent use ol pohice forees.

For several weeks a discussion has been taking place on
the conclustons of this document. Tt has been the subject
ol dozens of newspaper articles. public meetings, and
debates on street corners and m workplaces throughout the
city. The report and the events in Crown Heights have
become a central issue in the mayoral election campatgn.

The soctal exploston in Crown Heights two years ago was
sparked by the actions of the police at the scene of a car acci-
dent that Killed seven-year-old Gavin Cato and severely m-
Jured his young cousin Angela Cato. both from Guyuna. The
children were playing on the sidewalk near their home when
they were struck by acardriven by Yosef Litsh. The car was
part of a police-escorted motorcade tor the central leader of

AS | SEE IT

the Hasidic Jews of the Lubavitcher religious sect.

Crown Heights is the world headquarters of the group
and some 10,000 tollowers live there. The community has
about 200.000 residents. 80 percent of whom are U.S.-born
Blacks and Caribbean immigrants. workers in their big
majority. The majority of the Hasidim and a small but
significant layer of the Blacks in Crown Heights are pro-
fessionals and small businesspeople.

Witnesses at the scene said the car ran a red light. Author-
ities estimate it was traveling at45-55 miles per hour when it
hit the children. There are contlicting accounts of what hap-
pened next from the residents present and the cops.

An emergency vehicle arrived within minutes from the
Hasidic ambulance service called Hatzoloh. The emer-
gency service workers in this ambulance did not treat the
injured children but were ordered by the cops 1o take Litsh
and the two other occupunts of his car away from the
accident. Gavin Cato was sull pmned under the car while
this occurred. THe died ar the scene.

The police say @ city ambulance was present before the
Hatzoloh ambulance left. Witnesses say the second ambul-
ance arrived minutes after and that the police cursed and
struck Carmel Cato, tuther of the injured boy. as he ut-
tempted to Lt the car off his son,

The anger of the crowd. initially directed at Litsh as he
tried to leave the acewdent seene, shifted to the cops tor
refusing 1o arrest the driver.

For the neat four dayvs. controntations between Black
vouth and the police took place in the streets of Crown
Heights, In the hours Tollowing the traffic accident that
killed Gavin Cato, some groups targeted Jewish residents.
Yankel Rosenbaum. a student visiting from Australia. was
stabbed by someone in i crowd of & dozen vouths yelling.
“Kill the Jews.”™ He later died alter receiving inadequate
medical care at Kings County Hospiral.

Militant/Dereh Bracey
In a military fashion. Mayor Dinkins deployved 2.200
police in Crown Heights in August 1991.

The Tirst volume of the report sharply criticizes Mayor
David Dinkins and other government offictals and the New
York Police Department for being too slow in using force
and violence 1o crush the spontancous explosion, It uses
the developments in Crown Heights to outline a sweeping
series of recommendations that. if implemented. will lead
to swift and brutal use of the police in future confrontations.

The state report tries to portray the antipolice riot as
war between Blacks and Jews. Ttcalls this the ity 's “worst
outbreak of racial violence in more than twenty years.”
Some Jewish leaders and Republican-Liberal mayoral can-
didate Rudolph Giuliani have characterized it as a “po-
grom”™ against Jews in Crown Heights. But the facts in the
state report don’t sustain this conclusion,

The New York Police Department’s own records indi-
cate that cops sustained the majoriy of injuries — 152 of
the 190. Six stores were looted. all in the same block and
none targeted as Jewish-owned.

Twenty-seven police vehicles were damaged or de-
stroyed, including the car belonging to then-police com-
missioner Lee Brown. who is Black. Mayor David Dinkins
was shouted down, pelted with debris, and torced (o take
cover in a nearby building when he tried 10 speak 1o
crowd August 210 two days atter Cato's death. Next day
he ordered 2,200 cops into Crown Heights. occupying the
30 square blocks i a militury-stvle operation.

Opponents of Black righis are seeking 10 take advantage
of the anti-Semitic slurs and violent acts of some vouths
during the riot 1o discredit the struggle against the racist
and brutal treatment meted out by the cops every day.

Outrage at vears ol unequal treament, Tocused by the
pohice actions at the accident scene. brought people o
the streets. But in the absence of a mass. organized political

movement. this potentially powerful political force was
dissipated into random confrontations with the police.

Some Black political figures such as Al Sharpton moved
quickly to orgamze small protest actions. But these tocused
on perceived contlicts between Blacks and the Husidic
Jews and did not advance a course 10 protest the actions
ol the police.

The middle-class polincal outlook  of figures like
Sharpton leads them to point 1o Jews as the source of the
problems in Crown Heights, not the capitalist system which
produces the depression-like conditions workers tace.

The state report blasted the leadership of the New York
Police Department for its failure to move swiftly and
decisively m Crown Herghts, The detatled strategic and
tactical plan the report lays out is designed 1o put the cops
in shape to deal forcetully with similar social explosions.

These proposals. together with the hiring of thousands
more cops. are supported by Mayor Dinkins, Guulant., and
virtually all other Democrane and Republican politicians
in the city. They are an expression of the rightward shift
ol these two parties and the increasing use ol the police 1o
intmidate. harass. and pumsh working people.

The role of the police came under the spotlight during
the Sept. 16, 1992 cop riot on the steps of City Hall. Ten
thousand off-duty cops. many armed. shouted rascist epi-
thets, assaulted passersby. blocked the Brooklyn Bridge.
and broken down police barricades during a demonstranion
against a proposed civilian police review board. None of
the cops mvolved in the rioting were ever charged.

Several weeks later. the trial of Lemrnick Nelson. the
vouth accused of stabbing Yankel Rosenbaum. opened.
Last October the jury acquitted Nelson. who is Black. on
all charges. Jurors stated they reached their verdict because
they were not convinced the cops were telling the truth.

The reverberations trom this verdict led to the state investi-
gation that produced the Crown Heights report. The report
calls tor tederal civil rights charges to be brought against
Lemnck Nelson and demands new arrests in the Rosenbaum
case. This would resultin new trame-ups by the cops. Work-
ing people should loudly oppose a retrial for Lemrick Nelson.

The Crown Heights report s an assault on the demo-
cratic rights ot all working people and provides ammuni-
tion tor future cop violence. It detends the role of the cops
in protecting the property and privileges of the wealthy
mimority. By supporting its conclusions. Dinkins, Giulani,
and the other poliucians advance this as well.

As the Socialist Workers candidate tor mayor of’ New
York. 1 join those defending workers and youth in Crown
Heights und throughout the ity against police violence.
Thix i astep toward uniting the working cliss m the fight
against cop brutality. racism. anti-Semitism. unemploy-
ment. and war — all products of the capitalist system.

Mary Nell Bockman. whao is vioniing for New York mavor
on the Socialist Workers ticket, 1s a memhber of Interna-
tonal Ladiex” Garment Workers” Union Local 155, Bock-
man and her viamne mares, A Dwnican for public advocate
and Melissa Harres for compuroller, just filed 11000 sig-
natres witlt the New York City Board of Elections (o place
then names on the November ballor

‘Militant’ readers plan campaign to increase sales

Continued from front page
papers.

Readers are also taking o goal of selling
1200 copies of New Tnternational and s sis-
ter publications in French. Spanish.and — in
asoon-to-be-printed edition — Swedish.

The subscription campaign will follow 4
one-month renewal drive mmed at winning
hundreds of new subseribers o become

long-term readers. Militanr supporters are
alsoorganizing aconcerted eflort 1o increuse
the number of libraries that subscribe to the
soctahist publications.

Great response on Friendshipment
Many ol the 300 dnivers on the Friend-

shipment solidarity caravan to Cuba wanted
to read the Miditani. which features un-

equaled coverage of the Cuban revolution
and the fight 1o bring down Washington's
embargo against that country.

John Cox.a Milizanr supporter and drver
on the caravan from Pittsburgh. said. T was
vreat, We talhed about all Kinds ot things
vamg on i pohies.” Friendshipment actiy -
ists bought 200 Militanr subscriptions and
more than S200 worth of Pathfinder books.

Texas shrimper leads fight against pollution

Continued from Page 6
Vietnamese shrimper will dock at Seadrift.
“So when we reached out around the For-
mosaissue. foran American commercial fish-
erman 1o be able to talk 1o them and get this
type of support is tremendous. | mean, 1t was
one of the best things | telt | had ever been
around. Something real significant was hap-
pening.”

Drawing workers into the fight

Television coverage of the July 16 protest
tried to portray the fight around Formosa as
pitting Nishermen against workers. " The com-
pany says they ‘re going 1o create 8(X) jobs.”
Wilson said. “Actually. there's only going to
be 600, 1'm for the jobs. I've never been inter-
ested inkilling the plant altogether. We're just
trying to stop the massive pollution caused by
Formosa's greed and negligence.”

She explained that her group has always
sought to make information about chemical
hazards available 1o the workers in the plant.
while FFormosa management was tryving 1o
cover up the information.

Wilson said that during negotiations with
the company in the middle of her second

hunger sirike, she demanded that Formosa
recognize workers' right 1o a union if they
50 wished.

= didn’t know anything about unions.”
she sad. “All T knew s they could give the
workers some strength. they could back
them. So | put this into the negotiations with
Formosa. 1 guess | didn’t realize exactly
what | was asking.

“Later, I talked about this with some peo-
ple in the OCAW. They had lent me support
during:the hunger strike. along with & lot of
environmental groups like Sierra Club and
Greenpeace. | got a letter from [OCAW pres-
ident| Bob Wages saying this was one of the
first imes a proposed environmental settle-
ment included something for the workers,

“The company agreed 1011, 1 came off my
hunger strike on the basis of that agreement.
And within i week. they had reneged on itand
offered the union $50.000 1o clear out of town.

“This company — you cannot believe
word.” Wilson said. Her atomey advised her
not to tell the press about this,“but | thought it
was outrageous, So | told the media and it
made headlines, Then the local press came out
with editorials saymg that [ was a union orga-

nizer. that my whole iment all along has been
1o unionize the plant. That was just too much.”

Wilson went on a third hunger strike to put
pressure on the company to recyvele the waste.,
She said John Dehn of the EPA responded that
the demand would be “economically unfeasi-
ble™ because it costs nothing for [the com-
pany | to dump, and S50 million to recyele.”

Formosa Plasties received a federal per-
mit August 16 cleaning the way for its ex-
pansion on Lavaca Bay.

Numerous threats have been made against
Wilson and others who oppose Formosa Plus-
tic’s plans. Her boat has been severely dam-
aged twice, shots have been fired acher house,
and animals she owned have been Killed.

But she doesn’t give up.

“Really, all these issues —— human nghts.
environmental,  wanung  basic equality.,
workers”issues — they “re all ted together,”
she concluded.

Jerry Frenvirth seorks ar the Shell Oil vefin-
ey Deer Park, Texas., and is a member of
OCAW Liwal 4-367 . Willie Mae Reid. also
niemiber of Local 4-307  conpbured 1o this
article
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When rightist Torces Jaunched an assault
on abortion chinics in Minnesota in July. pro-
chorce activists mohilized to protect the ¢lin
1Ics. Seventy-two ol them bought copres of
the Militant at protests. meetings, and ¢linic
detense assemblies. and seven dedided o
subsertbe. Three other activisis renewed therr
subscriptions for six months or more. Mili-
tant supponters helping defend clinies in
Denver August Y- 15 got a similar response.
selling 39 single copiesand one subscription.,

Many workers on the pieket line find that
the  Miliranr brings other  working-cluss
struggles to them while telling the truth about
their own fights. A number of unionists from
Britain who recently visited the coalfields of
West Virginia o give sohdarity to the mime
workers’strike there found this to be the case.

In the course of discussing everything
trom the similar problems taced by workers
in Britain and the United States 1o the U.S.
embargo against Cuba, 62 miners and others
in the arca bought copies of the Militant.
and three subscribed.

To wid the efforts of hundreds of support-
ers around the world. the Miliranr will be
producing a multicolor promotional bro-
chure for use i the circulanion campaign.

Next week™s Malitane will print o hst of
sales goals taken by supporters around the
world. Readers who are members of indus-
trial unions in several countries will be set-
Hing targets as well.

We encourage all our readers to take partin
the circulation campaign, I'you would like to
help m this etfort, please order a bundle and
take a goal in your arca. To do so. contact one
of the distributors Tisted on page 12 or the
Mihtant.4 10 West St New York. NY 10014,
tel1212) 243-6392.
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Wall St. welcomes

Clinton’s

Continued from front page

ter. “The results,” an August 10 Washing-
ton Post editorial warned, “are unlikely
ever 1o be visible at street level. There's
not gomg 1o be a big sudden bounce of
prosperity.”

With the passage of the austerity budget.
Chinton has consolidated his presidency.
Bigeer sections of the ruling class are
firmly behind Chnton’s antilabor course
and are contident i s ability (o carry o
out. At the same ime. the shattering of the
European monctary svstem has dealt ama-
jor blow 1o the thusion that @ supposedly
united Furope can challenge Washington's
donmnance i the light over control of
world murkets. ULS. bankers cashed in on
the European currency Crisis i big way.
SiX top banks reported combined guarterly
revenues ol $2.2 bilhon from currency
trading. an all-tme high.

Opposition a charade

The heart of the budget plan consists of
$496 billion in tax hikes — one of the larg-
est in LIS history — and spending cuts.
Working people will be hit particularly hard
through a regressive fuel tax and cuts in
urgently needed social programs. The ad-
mimistration and  Congress  claim such
moves are necessary to reduce the federal
budget deficit. which they state is a Key
source of the long-term economic crsis in
the United States. Newspapers took 1o call-
ing the plan “the deticit bill.”

The House passed the bill August 5 by a
21810 210 vote. Vice-president Al Gore cast
the ne-breaking vote in the Senate August 6

Republicans. who voted  unanimously
against the bill. complained that the plan
didn’t go lar enough in social cutbacks.

The opposition 1o the Clinton plan was
a charade despite the close final votes.
There wias no debate in Congress over the
substance of the bill, “Despite all the carp-
ing and widespread whining.” said an ed-
itorial in the August 16 Business Week.
“there 1y no politically acceptable alterna-
tive to the deficit reduction bill. however
imperfect it may be.

“Senator Bob Dole.™ the magazine con-
tnued. reterring to the Republican minority
leader. “has not presented a realistic alterna-
tive that details just where he thinks spend-
ing should be cut. Even it he did. the cuts
would be as politically unpopular as the
current proposed tax hikes.”

Nebraska senator Bob Kerry. who with
areat fantare decided 10 vote for the bill.
resulting 10 the tie broken by Gore, ad-
vanced the Democrats” main complaint —
agam that the austerity  didn’t go tur
enough. "My heant aches with the conclu-
ston that | will vote “yes™ for a bill which
challenges Americans too little.”” he grum-
bled.

Climon sounded like a Kinder, gentler
version of Texas billionaire Ross Perot.
who opposed the Clinton plan on the
grounds it did not balance the budget
that 1s. it did not gut social programs
enough,

It was Perot who imtially called for sav-
age cuts in Social Security. Medicare. and
other entitlements to reduce the deticit. He
was the first 1o demand o S0-cents-a-gallon
gasoline tax increase.

Chinton demagogically claimed the bud
get plan targets the rich. “We now have real
faimess in the tax code.” he said.

Ruin of farmers, small businesspeople

The new budget. however, will speed the
ruin of tens of thousands of working farmers
and small businesspeople, many of whom
will find themselves hit by higher taxes
without the resources the wealthy have to
pay or avoid them,

Cost-of-living allowances for govern-
ment retirces will be delayed. Medicare.
which provides health care for 35 million
disabled and elderly people, will be slashed
by $56 hillion. Agricultural. housing assis-
tance. and veterans medical-care programs
will be cut by $6.6 billion.

The budget 1s the administration’s open-
ing shot in its attack on entitlements such as
Social Security. a gain won in struggle by
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budget

the working class. that provides a minimul
safety net for retired workers. Couples with
income above S44.000 and individuals with
income above S34.000 will be taxed on 85
percent of Social Security  benelits — up
from 30 percent,

By targeting Soctal Security, the govern-
ment will increase the amount of surplus
value produced by workers that s taken
trom them. A ligher percentage of workers”
labor me will go o the employers, and less
to the social wage of the working cliss as u
whole.

Consumption taxes

Aregressive gasoline tax of 4.3 cents per
callon will boost the federal gas tax 1o 184
cents per gallon. Federal diesel nxes will
rise 1o 244 cents per gallon.

Such consumption taxes pretend 1o be far
by ensurig “equalty of sacrihice.” But for
workers the share ol carnings that goes to
pay this tax i~ much bigger than for the
wealthy. In addiion. indirect taxes hide the
total amount workers are paying the state.

A tax raise for the nch will have little
impact on their living conditions. The
billionaire ruling families have always been
able 10 shield the bulk of their incomes from
vovernment taxation through a variety of
loopholes.

Riding the saddle of government more
conhidently. the Democratic president has
already announced his next moves. The
spearhicad of the bipartisan war against the
working class is the current attack on those
sections ol the class  that are  being
scapegoated for the economic and social
crists — the so-called underclass and immi-
grant workers.,

Proposed legislation announced by Clin-
ton would sharply restrict the rights of im-
migrants.

Another tront in this anti-working-class
onslaught is Chimton’s “anticrime™ legisla-
ton, which among other things will expand
the use of the death penalty. In addition. the
health-care plan cratted by Hillary Clinton
will enrich large insurance companies while
shifting more of the burden for medical costs
onto working people.

Administration officials floated a pro-
posal August 15 to issue “health security
cards™ to all ULS. citizens and legal resi-
dents. Besides denying health benefits 10
undocumented immigrants. the card could
serve as a national identificanon card

Clinton 1~ increasingly tunctioning as a
coalition president. This becomes evident
in the administration™s  effort 10 push

through Congress the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) or an-
other version ol a trade accord to lurther
integrate Mexico's economy to the U.S.
and Canadian markets. On August 13 the
covernments of Canada. Mexico. and the
United States put the final touches on the
trade accord by signing  supplemental
agreements on environmental and labor is-
sues. While many Democriatic congress-
men  stll oppose  the  pact. most
Republican politicians seem 1o favor it.
NAFTA “gives Republican lawmakers a
golden opportunity 1o show thev'll cross
party lines to support parts of Mr, Clin-
ton’s agenda.” said an article in the August
17 Wall Streer Jowrnal.

Layoffs during recovery

Plagued by a falling rate of prolit i in-
dustrial production. the employers are con-
tinuing 10 push the crisis onto the backs of
working people.

Amid a worldwide depression. o fact
common to the economies ot all impenalist
countries is that even during periodic up-
turns n the business cycle, hundreds ol
thousands of workers face layotts, This s
occuring at many strong. profitable compi-

nies that seck to intensity the exploitation of

Mudian/Kmm Klemman
More than 2,000 auto workers at this General Motors plant in Wentzville. Missouri.
were laid off in June. Even the most profitable companies continue layoffs in the middle
of a recovery. Using widespread computerization, employers have launched another
wave of reorganization in manufacturing.

labor by making tewer workers lubor longer
hours while producing more tor the boss,

In the United States. the emplovers are n
the midst of a new wave of reorganization
of the labor lorce i manutacturing. The
widespread computertzation of all aspects
of the economy. including big hunks ol
industry, has enabled the employers to
squeesze more Irom workers,

Furious competition among rival capital-
ist firmis is breeding price wars. In July. for
example. tobacco giant Philip Morris an-
nounced that temporary price cuts i its
premium brand cigareties were being made
permanent.

Proctor and Gamble. tollowing a year of
record profits, Lad oft 13,000 workers eur-
lier this year. General Electric, AT&T. John-
son and Johnson, and Raytheon — all prot-
itable companies — made similar moves.
Permanent job losses as a percentage of
unemployment have climbed above 40) per-
cent.

Official unemplovment stands at 6.8 per-
cent. It the figure is added to those working
part-time and “discouraged™ workers who
are not counted in jobless lgures. there are
16.5 million workers unemploved ' the
United States.

Graham wins temporary stay of execution

Continued from front page
available at the tume of his trial.

Many more death row mmates, however,
have been exccuted. Since assuming office
in 1991, Texas governor Ann Richards, 4
Democrat, has presided over 26 executions,
more than any other governor in the state’s
history. Eleven additional executions. in-
cluding Graham's. are scheduled for neat
month,

Richards i following the lead of her
fellow Democrat, President Bill Chinton.
On August 11 Chinton announced that, as
part of his “anticrime” legislation, he will
push for limiung federal habeas corpus ap-
peals — primarily by death row inmates
— (o one. in order to expedite the execu-
tions.

Organized support has saved Graham
At a meeting of supporters, attormey
Mandy Welch of the Texas Resource Center
sard of the victories in the case so far. "It
hus not been legal proceedings and lawyers
who saved Gary. It was people like vou and
the work you've done in winning support.”
The meeting was called to plan a week of
activities 1o launch a new phase of the de-
fense effort. The actions include: a video
showing of Justice on Trial: The Case of
Gary Graham, a gospel fund-raiser at the
Missionary Baptist Church: a mock hearing
presented by Graham’s attorneys at Texas

Gary Graham faces death by injection

Southern University Law School: and a can-
dlelight march from the district attomey s
office 10 the federal coun building.

Countercampaign

A countercampaign demanding Graham's
execution without a hearing has developed
and received widespread media attention.
The Houston Chronicle has conducted nu-
merous front-page interviews with victims

ol the other robberies 10 which Graham has
confessed.

Spearheaded by so-called victims”™ rights
groups that have ties 1o the cops and the
prosecutor’s office. an oreamization called
Justice tor All has been formed. The group.
which attracts right-wing forces, has staged
several ralhies ranging in size from 100 o
150 people.

Participants in these pro-death-penaliy
actions carry signs like “Kill Graham, not
babies™ and prctures of hypodermic needles
used tor lethal mjections n Texas with the
words “Stick it in now.” By presenting
themselves as victims™ rights supporters.
they seek (o win sympathy for the execution
of “public enemies™ like Graham.

Graham and his supporters do not argue
that he should not be held accountable tor
the robberies he did commit. But. they ar-
zue. he should not die for a murder he did
not commit.

Since his incarceration 12 years ago Gra-
ham has completed his high school equiva-
lency exams, become the editor of a prison-
ers” newsletter, and actively joined m plan-
ning his own detense.

Messages of support or contributions can
be sent to: Gary Graham Justice Coalition.
P.O. Box 66806. Houston. TX 77266.

Pati livama is a member of Oil, Chemical
and Atomic Workers Local 4-227



Illusion of European ‘unity’ crumbles

BY GREG ROSENBERG

Bankers and other business figures in
the United States expressed satisfaction in
the aftermath of the shattering of the Eu-
ropean Monetary System (EMS). The col-
lapse of the Exchange Rate Mechanism
(ERM) meant fat profits for U.S. banks
and dealt a major blow to the notion of a
“united Europe™” that can compete with
Washington for control over world mar-
kets.

“The latest convulsions of the European
Monetary System.” said the August 16
Wall Streer Jowrnal, *“‘have produced
smirks, and some cheers, from this side of
the Atlantic.”

“ERM, RIP,” exclaimed the headline of
an editorial in the August 23 issue of the
conservative magazine National Review.
“The decision to let the European curren-
cies float in a 15 percent band signals the
effective end of the European Exchange
Rate Mechanism. Good riddance,” the Re-
view editors wrote.

The EMS was established in 1979 by the
governments grouping themselves into the
European Community (EC). The Exchange
Rate Mechanism was set up to provide sta-
ble values and semifixed exchange rates.
Currencies have been pegged to the value of
the German mark.

The deepest recession since World War 11
is plaguing the German economy despite
Bonn's position as the strongest industrial
and trading power in Europe. The German
government is pouring $62.5 billion a year
into the eastern part of the country. with
projections to pay that much annually for a
decade at least. German capitalists have kept
interest rates high in order to siphon funds
from their competitors in Europe to foot the
bill for reunification.

French franc battered

The crisis proved devastating for those
governments that had pegged their curren-
cies to the value of the mark.

The French franc, which hit the floor of
the old exchange rate mechanism, has yet to
recover. While new “flexible” rates allow
fluctuations of up to 15 percent, the franc
remains at historic lows, having lost more

than ten percent of its value against the mark
since the beginning of August. Economists
are widely predicting long-term weakness
for the franc, Italian lira, Spanish peseta, and
Danish krone.

“The French have a problem,” an econ-
omist told the Wall Street Journal. “They
need to get [interest] rates down, but they
have to prevent the franc from collapsing.
Now, though. they seem to be moumning
the death of the EMS like the loss of a
close relative.” Lowering interest rates
could prompt a flood of speculation against
the French currency. causing further deval-
uations.

Attemplts to bolster the franc amid the
monetary storm wiped out the foreign cur-
rency reserves of the Bank of France in
one week. Net reserves plummeted by
$31.4 billion, leaving the state bank with
a deficit of $30 billion in its foreign ex-
change holdings.

French prime minister Edouard Balladur
called for reforming the system August 12,
blaming speculators for the fallout and
claiming that “the crisis wasn’t due to con-
cern about the franc itself, but to a desire 10
destroy the European monetary system.”
Belgian and French officials joined forces
to call for tough measures 1o stop specula-
tors from forcing devaluations of their cur-
rencies.

But an EC official warned that reimposi-
tion of capital controls would cause an open
split in the European community. Such con-
trols would be “like using a nuclear
weapon,” he said.

A weak show of unity between Paris and
Bonn has failed to conceal the animosities
aroused in the wake of the crisis.

The Paris daily Le Monde accused Bonn
of imposing a “diktat” that led to the ERM’s
collapse.

German chancellor Helmut Kohl said Au-
gust 9 that plans for a single European cur-
rency by 1999 have now been pushed back
by at least a year or two.

Responding to Paris’s suggestion that the
mark should be temporarily removed from
the monetary system to resolve the crisis,
Kohl said, “We did not isolate the French.
If the French made the proposal, let us not

Political tools for working-class fighters

SPECIAL SALE

ON WORKS OF

MARX & ENGELS

CAPITAL

BY KARL MARX

Marx explains that capitalism is a specific stage in the
development of class society; how large-scale modern
industry draws men, women, and children into the
factories and into the industrial reserve army that com-
petes for jobs; and how at the same time this produces
the insoluble contradictions that make possible the
transformation of society into one ruled for the first time
in history by the majority, the producers.

Vol. 1, 1,141 pp., $13.95 (special offer $9.35)

THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO

BY KARL MARX AND FREDERICK ENGELS

Founding document, written in 1847, of the modern
working-class movement. Explains how capitalism arose
as a specific stage in the economic development of class
society and how it will be superseded through the revo-
lutionary action on a world scale of the working class.
Booklet, 47 pp. $2.50 (special offer $1.65)

SELECTED CORRESPONDENCE

BY KARL MARX, FREDERICK ENGELS

In their correspondence, “Marx and Engels return again
and again to the most diverse aspects of their doctrine,
emphasizing and explaining—at times discussing and
debating—what is newest (in relation to earlier views),
most important, and most difficult."—V.1. Lenin, 1913.
Cloth, 623 pp. $21.95 (special offer $14.75)

THE CONDITION OF THE

WORKING CLASS IN ENGLAND

BY FREDERICK ENGELS

Written in 1845, this pioneering work explained how the
conditions of life capitalism imposes on the modern
working class would drive it to fight for its emancipaiton.
Cloth, 307 pp.

$17.95 (special offer $11.95)

THE GERMAN IDEOLOGY
BY KARL MARX AND FREDERICK ENGELS
$19.95 (special offer $13.35)

ON THE PARIS COMMUNE
BY KARL MARX AND FREDERICK ENGELS
$15.95 (special offer $10.65)

THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY,

PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND THE STATE
BY FREDERICK ENGELS,

INTRODUCTION BY EVELYN REED

Trades the original forms and institutions of private
property, how they arose, and their consequences for
women — from then until today. Paper, 240 pp. $16.95
(special offer $11.35)

SOCIALISM: UTOPIAN AND SCIENTIFIC
BY FREDERICK ENGELS
Explains why modern socialism is not primarily a doc-
trine but 2 working-class movement growing out of the
establishment of modern large-scale industry and its
social consequences. Booklet, 63 pp.

$3.00 (special offer $2.00)

FREDERICK ENGELS: A BIOGRAPHY
BY LF ILYICHOY AND OTHERS
$19.95 (special offer $13.35)

LUDWIG FEUERBACH AND THE END
OF CLASSICAL GERMAN PHILOSOPHY
BY FREDERICK ENGELS

Philosophers from Descartes to Hegel and Feuerbach,
Engels explains, “were by no means impelled, as they
thought they were, by the force of pure reason. On the
contrary, what really pushed them forward was the
onrushing progress of natural science and industry.”
Booklet, 61 pp. $2.00 (special offer $1.35)

ON RELIGION
BY KARL MARX AND FREDERICK ENGELS
$17.95 (special offer $12.00)

IRELAND AND THE IRISH QUESTION
BY KARL MARX AND FREDERICK ENGELS
$19.95 (special offer $13.35)

ARTICLES ON BRITAIN
BY KARL MARX AND FREDERICK ENGELS
$17.95 (special offer $11.95)

THE WAGES SYSTEM
BY FREDERICK ENGELS
$2.00 (speciat offer $1.35)

beat around the bush, that
the mark should leave the
system for a while, then that
was a matter for the
French.”

The British  Financial
Times reported August 17
that at the meeting where
EC officials junked ERM
levels earlier this month.
German officials asked that
there be no big cut in inter-
est rates following the
move. When a Portuguese
delegate suggested the im-
mediate monetary union of
the franc and mark, the state
secretary of the German fi-
nance ministry  said  he
hoped it was "a joke.”

Assault on social wage

From London to Bonn
and Paris, however, capital-
ISt governments are in unan-
Imous agreement on one
question. They are all open-
ing new assaults on the so-
cial wage of the working
class and the rights of im-
migrants.

German finance minister
Theo Waigel announced
August 11 that the Kohl
cabinet had agreed on a
$45.2 billion cut that will
chop into short-term and
long-term  unemployment
benefits, maternity pay-
ments, and social security
pensions.

Bonn also announced
that child-care benefits for non-citizens and
asylum seekers would be eliminated unless
they have been granted legal residency in
Germany.

Ingrid Matthiaus-Maier. deputy chair of

the Social Democratic Panty parliamentary
opposition, complained that such moves
would “endanger the social peace.”

The head of Germany's automobile em-
ployers’ association told an August |2 meet-
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LETTERS ON CAPITAL
BY KARL MARX AND FREDERICK ENGELS
$15.95 (special offer $10.65)

VALUE
STUDIES BY KARL MARX
$10.00 (special offer $6.75)

THE HAGUE CONGRESS
OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL
$20.00 (special offer $13.40)

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL,
1864-1871

5-volume set. $50.00 (special offer $33.50)

ENGELS, MANCHESTER,
AND THE WORKING CLASS
BY STEVEN MARCUS

$6.95 (special offer $4.65)

MARX, ENGELS, MARXISM
BY VLLENIN
$4.00 (special offer $2.65)

KARL MARX AND HIS TEACHINGS
BY V.LLENIN
$3.50 (special offer, $2.35)
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This Albanian youth, seized by cop in Athens, is about to
be deported from Greece. Governments across western
Europe are trying to scapegoat immigrants for the capital-
ist economic crisis and using rougher methods.

ing that the auto bosses would need to
eliminate 100,000 more jobs in the next two
years. Auto and parts companies in Ger-
many have already terminated 95,000 work-
ers since [991.

The pattern that has emerged in all the
imperialist countries is that layoffs continue
amid furious competition, even during re-
coveries in the business cycle. British Coal,

Continued on Page 12
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Karl Marx CAPITAL
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EL CAPITAL

Karl Marx CAPITAL. 3 vols.
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Karl Marx CRITIQUE OF THE GOTHA PROGRAM
$3.00 (special offer $2.00)
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SOCIALISMO CIENTIFICO

Frederick Engeis SOCIALISM: UTOPIAN AND SCIEN-
TIFIC. $4.00 (special offer $2.60)
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Anti-embargo forces
build on success
of Friendshipment

BY HILDA CUZCO

Flush from the victory of the U.S.-Cuba
Friendshipment caravan. in which 300 vol-
unteers delivered 100 tons of aid to Cuba.
many of these activists are building on the
momentum of this success. They are organiz-
ing public speaking cngagements. other
meetings. and media appearances to broaden
participation in the fight against the U.S. em-
bargo of Cuba.

* * *

Minnesota participants of the caravan
took to the airwaves immediately on their
return to Minneapolis to describe their defi-
ance of the LS, embargo against Cuba and
explain why Washington's attempt 10 stran-
gle Cuba should be opposed.

These efforts have received widespread
news coverage. The Minneapolis Star Tri-
hune devoted two full pages of articles and
photos to the caravan’s arrival in Havana
and the warm reception they received from
Cubans.

Organizers of the annual Cedarfest pa-
rade in Minneapolis, held August 15, invited
caravan participants to join it. As they
marched. they received applause throughout
the route of the parade. They also collected
hundreds of signatures from the crowd op-
posing the embargo.

Later in the day. dozens of people —
including numerous youth, some auto work-
ers. and a farmer -— joined the caravan par-
ticipants in a welcome-back reception that
heard a report of the successful journey from
seven of the volunteer drivers.

Friendshipment supporters in Minneapo-
lis are now planning a major citywide meel-
ing for September |1 on the new stage in
the fight against the embargo.

Pastors for Peace. which initiated the
Friendshipment, is urging supporters to hold
public meetings to report on the solidarity
caravan 1o Cuba.

“Most of the 300 members of the caravan
will return to their hometown soon.™ savs a
flier put out by the group. “Use these valu-
able resource people for public meetings in
which they can report on the successes of
the Friendshipment.”

Pastors for Peace also demanded that ULS,
Customs authorities release a school bus
impounded July 29 when the caravan suc-
cessfully crossed the ULS. border into Mex-
ico at Laredo, Texas. The bus was to be
donated 1o a church in Cuba. Nine caravan
participants have entered the third week of
a hunger strike on the bus 1o protest the
confiscation.

= # #

Caravan participants trom as far as Los
Angeles and Chicago marched through

downtown Laredo August 7. demanding the
release of the school bus and winning sup-
port from some local residents in the pro-
cess, At a rally held afterward, the activists
announced they had recerved staements ol
support from Nobel Prize-winner Rigoberta
Menchi. the Atnican Nutional Congress,
and others from around the world.

Hunger sinker Alex Tehram sad at the
rallv. "What we have accomplished here is
a tremendous success. We have drawn na-
tional attention and more people now know
about the blockade than ever.” Tehrani and
two other strikers left the bus in Laredo
August 13 on the advice of their physieian.
They are returning to their ¢ities to continue
the battle against the embuargo. Two other
hunger strikers had left earlier.

* * *

About 80 Friendshipment activists partic-
ipated in a picket at the federal building in
Houston August 11. demanding an end to
the embargo and the release of the school
bus. They then departed for their home cities
and prepared to organize events to celebrate
the success ol the caravan,

Similar protests took place in early Au-
gust in St. Louis, Washington, D.C.. Los
Angeles. and other cities. Several received
news coverage,

¥ Ed =

“An hourafier [ got off the plane the Seat-
tle Times called me for an interview.” said
Friendshipment driver Chris Hoeppner in a
telephone interview Irom Seatile. Hoeppner,
who 1s the Socialist Workers candidate for
mayor of Seattle. was one of the 14 hunger
strikers on the impounded bus in Laredo.

“The caravan was a big victory.” Hoepp-
ner said. “The main success was involving

broader numbers of people than ever in
opposition to the trade embargo on Cuba.
These included students. workers. and the
Church Council from greater Seattle. which
sponsored our trip from here. The participa-
tion of dozens of Cuban-Americans was
also a big victory.”

One example that shows the breadth of the
support for the caravan. he said. ““was the re-
action of a pastor in Del Rio. Texas. where |
stopped my truck on the way to Laredo. The
pastor said he was a vehement opponent of
the Cuban government but explained he felt it
was his duty and responsibility 1o oppose the
emburgo, which was being used to starve his
own family on the island.”™

The Seattle Times published an amicle
about the caravan on the return of the Seattle
Friendshipment drivers. Hoeppner has also
been interviewed by two radio stations and
the Associated Press. Caravan activists are
now planning a reportback at University
Baptist Church and scores of other speaking
engagements 10 win addinonal  suppon
against the embargo.

Hoeppner is also fighting 1o get his job

Senate hearings assess

BY JANICE LYNN

WASHINGTON. D.C. — In late July the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
held “a rare open meeting.” as the July 30
New York Times described it to assess ULS.
policy toward Cuba.

The hearing wus broadcast on the cable
television network C-Span and transcripts
were made available on request.

Arizona  senator - Denmis - DeConcini,
chairman of the Intelligence Committee.
sawid at the opening of the hearing that, in
light of recent editorials in newspapers
around the country suggesting that Wash
ington’s 33-vear economic emburgo of the
Canbbean country is outdated. there is a

El Nuevo Herald/Fernando Yovera
The above photo of the Militant Labor Forum in Miami, held to discuss support
for the Friendshipment, appeared in the August 8 issue of £l Nuevo Herald, the
city’s main Spanish-language daily.
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need 1o “examine the impact of U.S, policy
on Cuba, its successes as well as its failures,
and whether recent development in Cuba
may suggest changes in that policy.”

“What can we do 1o assist in bringing
about a successtul transition without violenmt
cruptions and social upheavals?™ he asked.

In the month of July the New York Tones.
Los Aneeles Times, Washington Post. Bos-
ton Globe, and other US. dailies ran edito-
rials calling tor the easing or partial hifting
of the embargo.

Testitying on the first panel were the
CIA's Brian Latell. national intelligence ot -
ficer for Laun America. and Robert Gelbard.
deputy assistant secretary of state for inter-
American affairs, This was reported to be
the first detailed public testimony ever of-
fered by the CIA on developments in Cuba.

All those testitving described the severe
economic crisis in Cuby — the food shon-
ages, transportation problems. lack of fuel.
frequent power outages. the smallest sugar
harvest in 30 years, the hard currency debt.
and other hardships facing the population.
The Senate committee did not hear much
new from the government's top spy agency.
as information about the social and eco-
nomic challenges had been described in de-
tail several days earlier in a public speech
by Cuban president Fidel Castro.

Latell said the legalization of the use of
dollars in Cuba. while “likely to increase hard
currency remittances from abroad and thus
provide some margin of economic relief.”
would also “aggravate social tensions and
distinctions in Cuba. in part because only a
small percentage of the population will be
likely to receive hard currency from abroad.”

He stressed that the Cuban leadership re-
maimed adamantly opposed to the introduc-
non of large-scale private enterprise and to
the reemergence of capitalism in Cuba and
quoted a sentence of Castro’s July 26 speech
where the Cuban president said, “We cannot
ever commit the mistake thin the socialist
countries made. that the USSR committed.™

Gelbard dismissed the role of the U.S.
Lovernment’s economic embargo ugainst
Cuba and the worldwide ensis ol capitalism

Miliant/Jon Hillson
Demonstrators in Minneapolis protest U.S. embargo on Cuba August 11, Pastors for
Peace are urging supporters to engage in public meetings to report success of U.S.-Cuba
solidarily caravan and involve more forces in fight against U.S. trade and travel ban.

back at the Kenworth truck factory. “The
company refused to give me a leave of
absence.” he said. I was fired for taking
time off. But my umon. my coworkers,
church officials. Friendshipment acnvists.,
and others are already putting pressure on
the company to get my job back. It's ex-
tremely important for any worker 1o be able
to take part in activities like the Friendship-
ment without company harassment.”

Protest messages demanding Hoeppner
be reinstated can be sent to Jim Britton,
Director of Human Resources, Kenworth
Assembly Planmt. 8801 E. Marginal Way.
Seattle, WA 98108,

Hoeppner asked that copies be sent to the
International Association of Machinists Lo-
cal 289, 9135 |5 PL S.. WA 9R10K: fux:
(206) 762-2122: and to the Socialist Work-
ers Campaign. 1405 E. Madison. WA
O8122: fax; (206) 3231755,

John Cox, Joe Callahan. Chuck Guerra.
and Mark Severs, reporting from Laredo,
and. Ton Hillson in Minneapolis conteibuted
10 this article

uba policy

in exacerbating Cuba’s economic problems,
He instead put forth the theory that “the
underlying cause of Cuba’s problems has
been and remains the lack of political and
economic freedom.”™ He said Cubans must
have “freedom to exercise private initiative
1o own and manage private property,”

Gelbard called for maintaining the trade
embargo in order 1o pressure the Cuban
covernment to dismantle its military. reform
its economy. and refraim from so-called hu-
man rights violations.,

“A violent transition™ in the Cuban gov -
ernment. Gelbard said. “would carry severe
risks™ for the ULS, rulers. He warned tha
attacks against Cuba from U.S. territory. a
number of which have been carried out
recently by nghtist groups under Washing-
ton’s nose. are against U.S. law. He urged
the law in that regard 1o be enforced.

He argued for “continuing to isolate the
Cubun government diplomancally. politi-
cally. and economically.™

Professor Jorge Dominguez. on leave
trom Harvard University. expressed the
view in a second panel of witnesses that the
LLS. trade embargo “remains an important
ULS. policy instrument ... it it is used to
advance policy objectives that are in U.S.
interests.” But he also argued that the mere
continuation of the U.S. embargo has not
accomplished much. nor is it likely to ac-
complish much,

Domingues called for negotianions with
the Cuban government: permitting limited.
licensed sales of medicines and food to Cuba:
facilitating telephone communications: di-
rect mail. cultural. and academic exchanges:
establishment of news bureaus in the respec-
tive capital cities: the sale of fax machines:
and travel by U.S. citizens to Cuba.

“The embargo™s main polincal utility,”
Dominguez swid. “is the capacity to lift it
in stages in reward for democratizing be-
havior.”

He also advocated removing all punitive
measures from the so-called Cuban Democ
racy Act. which aims to prevent trade with
Cuba by loreign subsidiaries of ULS. tirms.

The hearing continued in closed session,



S. Africans walk ou

BY MARY ZINS

MARISSA. lllinois — About 750 work-
ers at the Eveready battery factory in Port
Elizabeth, South Africa. staged a one-day
wilkout August 6 in support of the [7,000-
strong strike by the United Mine Workers of
America (UMWA).

The workers who struck are members of
the National Union of Metalworkers of
South Africa (NUMSA). The plant is owned
by Hanson PLC. based in London. which
controls Peabody Holding Co., the largest
employer of the U.S. miners on strike.

After delivering i message in support of
the UMWA strike to plant management and
picketing the tactory, NUMSA members
met with African Nattonal Congress presi-
dent Nelson Mandela.

This was the second international walk-
out in support of the mimers” stnke. In June
1.000 United Mine Workers of Australia
members walked off the job at two Peabody -
owned nunes i that country to show their
support tor the UMWA fight

Anglican bishop Desmond Tutu of South
Africa. a winner of the Nobel Peuace Prize,
also sent amessage of support to the UMWA,
“Your struggle tor job transter rights is just
and reasonable.” he said. “Coal miners . ..
should not be discarded when one mine is de-
pleted and another mine opened by the same
company. It is very unethical.” he continued,
“for the coal vperators to abandon the miners
and their families without providing job op-
portunities in newly opened mines when they
are available.”

A representative of the Russian Inde-
pendent Miners™ union vistted picket lines
and spoke to members of UMWA Local
1980 in Greene County, Pennsylvania.

Union victory at Pontiki

On the heels of union-organizing drives
at Zeigler Coal’s Marrowbone and Wolf
Creek mines. workers at the MAPCO-
owned Pontiki Coal Co. mine near Martin
County, Kentucky. voted 101-78 for UMWA
representation in mid-August. Twenty-three
of the votes are contested.

Zewgler has signed interim contracts at the
newly organized Wolt Creek and Marrow-

bone mines agreeing 1o
abide by the terms of the
national agreement once
i1s signed.

The vice-president of
operations at  Pontiki
called the recent organ-
izing victories and the
vote at the mine “a vi-
rus.” Sam Bradley. a
leader of the organizing
drive there. responded.
“That's a mild term for
how strong we're going
to be. This is a victory
for all working people.”

Solidarnty  with  the
striking — coual  miners,
who are hghting lor a
contract with the Biu
minous Coal Operators
Association  (BCOA).
contnues 1o grow.

A series of ralhes are
scheduled around Labor
Day in the different
strike areas.  leaturing
UMWA president Rich-
ard Trumka.

Trumka will speak
Evansville. Indiana, September 6. “Our goal
is to make this parade and rally the largest
anywhere this Labor Day. This is going to be
our Labor Day message to the coal opera-
tors. " reads arelease from the UMWA Region
3 office. The parade begins at 9:00 a.m. at the
Civie Center in downtown Evansville.

An August 16 press conference in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, kicked off a strike sol-
idarity tour sponsored in that state by
UMWA District 20, “We invite all unions to
participate in the Evansville rally,” said
UMWA striker Sonny Smith. “We need the
support and unity™ of the labor movement
to win this strike. he explained. Jim Al-
bright. president of the state AFL-CIO. and
representatives of the United Auto Workers
and building trades unions also spoke at the
news conference.

Locals of the Oil, Chemical and Aromic
Workers at the Amoco. Chevron. Phillips

X
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Coal miners from newly organized Wolf Creek Colliery being sworn in August 8 as
UMWA members in Lenore, West Virginia. A few days later, workers at the Pontiki Coal
Co.'s mine near Martin County, Kentucky, also voted to be represented by the union.

New Zealand meat co. lays off 1,000

BY TONY MASTERS

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — Al a
tume when capitalist politicians here are
hailing “an economic recovery,” New Zea-
land’s  second-largest  meat-processing
company has permanently laid off 1.000
workers. AFFCO New Zcaland Lid. an-
nounced July 9 that the job losses will
affect its Horotiu, Waitara, and Moerewa
plants.

Combined Trade Unions president Ken
Douglas, speaking on behalf of the Auck-
land and Tomoana Freezing Workers
Union and the New Zealand Meat Workers
Union. which organize workers at the three
plants, said the unions “accepted the ex-
istence of serious structural problems with-
in AFFCO, and had agreed by unanimous
resolution 10 work through these with the
company.”

The unions also agreed 1o allow the
company to stagger payments on the $25
million it owes the workers in redundancy

(severance) pay over a period of three
years. Many workers are concerned that
besides not being able to use these benefits
to pay off debts and mortgages. the stag-
gered payments will interfere with their
eligibility for unemployment benefits.

Company spokespeople claim the job
cuts were necessary because of “over-
capacity”™ in the meat-processing industry.
Yet shortly before AFFCO made its an-
nouncement, plans for new plants in (two
of the regions where it operates were made
public. This fits & pattern over recent years
where meat bosses replace older plants
with new smaller ones operating on shifts
with reduced staffing levels, lower wages,
worse conditions, and which are often non-
union.

AFFCO is latest of several companies to
carry out major layoffs, which have reduced
the number of meat-packing workers in New
Zealand from 34,000 in 1981 to 20,100 in
1991.

and Flyig J refineries. as well as the Her-
cules and Rubber Engineering plants. in
Utah have inttited a tour of two striking
miners from Pennsyivania that begins in
September.

UMWA strikers are scheduled to begin a
several-week-long tour of union meetings in
the Minneapolis-St. Paul area in September.
The St. Paul Trades and Labor Assembly has
made office space available to orgamze the
tour,

UMWA representatives spoke 1o recent
regional conferences of the United Trans-
portation Unton 1in Kansas City. Missourt,
and Pittsburgh, They raised thousands of
dollars tor the strike relief funds.

For the first time since the strike resumed
May 10, talks were held between the BCOA
and UMWA.

In the last week hundreds of camoutlage-
clad strikers have marched in union contin-
gents at annual parades in coalfield commu-
nities. The strikers drew cheers and applause
fromonlookers at the parades in Mannington,
Monongah, and Morgantown, West Virginia:
and Marrissa. Hlinois.

UMWA strikers are prepanng to attend the
August 28 civil rights march in Washington.
D.C. UMWA Local 19530 in Dillworth. Penn-
svivania, has reserved two buses

In another development, the August 4
Charleston Gazetre  reported  that  the
UMWA i discussing joint action with the

t to back UMW strike
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Times-West Virginan/James Short

The August 7 issue of the Times-West Virginian, a newspaper published in Fairmont, West Virginia, carried
the above photograph on its front page. The caption read: *Jim Spaul (left) a British coal miner, stands
together with his UMWA brethren. He has been visiting the area, speaking with miners on the picket lines
and in Marion County communities. Shown with Spaul are (from left) Lambert Ezelle of Local 1501, and
Ronald Chaney and Clarence Mitchell of Local 1949.

OCAW and transportation umons is o way
to step up support for the strike. There have
also been several efforis by UMWA mem-
bers to shut down coal production at non-
urion mines i West Virginia and Kentucky.

Smear campaign continues

The coal bosses are continuing their ef-
forts to accuse UMWA members of vio-
lence. A federal grand jury convened
August 17 mn Charleston. West Virginia,
to investigate charges in the shooting death
last month of Eddie York outside Arch
Minerals” Ruftner mine in West Virginia.
Although the shot that killed York came
from the woods on company property be-
hind the picket line. state police said all
14 UMWA members on the picket line
that day are suspects.

Tony DiRico. president of Arch Mineral
of West Virginia, said, “We have video cam-
eras in front office, in the vehicles, We have
video cameras everywhere.” But the com-
pany does not have a videotape of the shoot-
ing. DiRico said the camera malfunctioned
that day

Mary Zins iy a laid-off coal nuner and a
member of United Transportation Union
Local 1305 Elizabeth Lartsey. member of
Amalamared Clotlung and Textile Workers
Umion Local 347 in Morgantonwn. West Vir-
Litticd, contvibited e this article

ANC leads fight against violence

Continued from Page 3

tton that the violence is between Inkatha und
the ANC or a Zulu-Xhosa contlict.”™ “The
violence is engineered and tomented by el-
ements of the Third Force, These elements
must be exposed and volated.”

ANC  leader Joe Modise. addressing
2.000 supporters in western Transvaal Au-
gust 7. condemned the rightist Afrikaner
Resistance Movement for “beating the
drums of war™ and called lor an end 10
violence. He also called on the Azanian
People’s Liberation Ammy (APLA) to lay
down their guns. The Pan Africanmist Con-
gress stated they would not disarm APLA.
their military wing.

More than 40,000 people turned out for a
rally against violence at a cricket field in Jo-
hannesburg August 15. Mandela, govemn-
ment ministers, and other leaders of political
parties participated. The rally was called by
religious leaders. according 10 Agence
France-Presse.

Meanwhile. the second dratt interim con-
stitutton for a post-apartheid South Africa
was unveiled August 10. The draft is notcom-
plete but deals with three areas in detail: re-
gions, constitution-making, and the leg-
islature.,

The draft calls tor the “establishment of

one sovereign state, o common South Afri-

can citizenship and a democratic system of

government committed to achieving equal-
ity between men and women and people of

all races.” Among its 27 points. all forms of

discrimination are outlawed. The “diversity
of language and culture shall be acknow-
ledged and protected. and conditions for
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their promotion shall be encouraged.” the
dratt states. The interim constitution is (o
tahe effect as carly as September or October
of this year when transitional exccutive
structures are supposed to be set up.

The majority of the 26 groups involved in
the multiparty talks support a two-stage plan.
After next year's elections. a Constitutional
Assembly would replace the Transitional Ex-
ecutive Council — which will be responsible
for leveling the plaving field leading up to the
April 27 elections — and would totally re-
vise the constitution. The rewnitten document
will then be voted on by the electorate and, if
approved by amajority of 60 per cent, will be-
come the constitution of South Africa.

The Concerned South Africans Group
(COSAG). 4 right-wing group led by the
IFP. wants the present negotiators to draft
the constitution 1o be voted on. Discussions
continue to work out the remaining dis-
agreements, The draft document “is some-
thing to build on,” ANC secretary general
Cyril Ramaphosa said.

Al the same time Mandela continues to
camipaign for lowering the voting age. 1 am
going to fight and win this battle. Young peo-
ple under 18 and right down to 14 are going to
vote in the future,” Mandela told 30,000
mainly young supporters in the northern Or-
ange Free State in July. He said he would re-
spect official ANC policy that only people 18
vears and older vote in the April elections.

“In future clections I am going 10 make
sure that children of 14 and upwards are
going to vote,” Mandela said to wild cheers.
He urged the crowd to attend school so they
could “lead our people.™
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Civil rights groups build August 28 march

Continued from front page

Chavis, the newly elected executive director
of the NAACP: and John Jacob, president
of the Urban League. Former Washington.
D.C., delegate to Congress Walter Fauntroy
is the national director of the march.

Buses, trains, and cars are being organ-
1zed 1o transport unionists to the march from
across the country, SCLC spokesperson
Mike Dejoie said. He encouraged as large a
turnout as possible so “people can let them-
selves be heard.”

United Mine Workers of America mem-
bers on strike plan to have a large delegation
1o help get out the word on their fight. Other
unions sending buses include the American
Federation of State. County. and Municipal
Employees. the United Steelworkers of
America. the International Ladies” Garment
Workers' Union: the Amalgamated Clothing
and Textile Workers Union: the United Food
and Commercial Workers: the Service Em-
ployees Intermnational Union: the Teamsters
union: and the United Auto Workers.

A local mobilization commuttee has been
meeting here twice a week to build the march.
Participants include college students who are
volunteering prior to retuming 1o school and
many mvolved in the ward structures of the
Democratic Party. as well as representatives
of city churches and other activists. A final
two-week effort is planned to get out the word
through the media. at local cultural festivities,
at college registration activities, and through
the labor movement.

Literature promoting the march points out
the action is needed "because 7 million peo-
ple were out of work last month and hundreds
of thousands more are being laid oft cach
month.” Other issues are the fact that “there 1s
still discrimination on the basis of race. ethme

origin. gender. age. and sexual orientation.
We shall not be divided.” the program adds.

On August 27, the day prior to the march,
there will be a “People’s University on the
Mall.”™ which is free of charge. The event
will feature a series of workshops on “topics
such as justice. peace. the environment. and
civil nghts.”

The August 28 march will gather at the
Washington Monument on the Mall in the
morning and step off at noon. An atternoon
rally will be held at the Lincoln Memorial.
For more mformation on the events contact
the March on Washington office ar (202)
822-7965.

Greg MoeCartan s a member of Interna-
tonal Ladies” Garment Workers” Union Lo-
cal 106, Alvson Kennedy (s @ rail worker
and member of the United Transporiation
Union

\hlll.ml

August 28 rally will commemorate 1963 historic march on Washington (above).

Illusion of European ‘unity’ crumbles

Continued from Page 9
for instance, announced plans to close an-
other [5 pits in the next eight months.
Under the cover of a campaign for “"fam-
ily values.” the government of John Major
has called for new inroads against unem-
ployment benefits and weltare. In a July 2
speech, Welsh government official John
Redwood branded single-parent families
“one of the biggest social problems of our
day.” Junior health minister Tom Sackville
exclaimed. “The existence of very compre-
hensive benefits and tree housing has fur-
ther reinforced the illusion that anyone can
have a baby at any time regardless of means
or circumstances,”

Peasants protest in China

Continued from Page 13

cities without official permission. called
"muddy legs.” do not receive grain rations.
housing. or medical care. There are more
than 60 million Chinese in this position
They often take the most difficult and dan-
gerous jobs.,

Shenzhen. in Guangdong Province. has
swollen from a city of 70.000 in 1978 (o
more than 2 million today. Guangdong. one
of China’s first “special economic zones.”
1s homie 1o one of China’s two stock markets.
It 1s reportedly rich from export revenues
and the intlux of foreign investments.

Eighty percent of the |.3 million workers
in Shenzhen are “temporary workers,” who
are granted permission to live and work in
the arca for two years at a ime. They typi-

CALENDAR

CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles

Fight for Immigrant Rights: A Protest and
Picket, Wed.. Aug. 25, 3:30-6:30 p.m. Down-
town Federal Building. 300 N. Los Angeles St
Sponsor: Pro-Immigrant Mobihzation Coaliton.
Tel: (213) 852-0578.

Parole Now! Fund-raiser for Mark Curtis.
Barhecue and poolside party. Sat.. Aug. 28, 2-6
p.m. 2231 New  Hampshire. Donation. S10.
Sponsor: Los Angeles Supporters of the Mark
Curtis Detense Committee. Tel: (213) 380-9460),

PENNSYLVANIA
Pittsburgh
L.S.-Cuba Friendshipment Reportback. Tues..

cally work long hours, seven days a week.
and are denied many social benetits.

This influx of labor to the cities has con-
tributed o a significant growth of the coun-
try’s gross national product (GNP). China’s
GNP has risen at a very high average annual
rate of 8.7 percent for the past 15 years, lts
current growth rate is 14 percent.

Given the fact that China’s economy 18
stll weighted toward agricultural produc-
tion. the wave of urbanization and industri-
alizaton now under way sull leaves room
for growth of the rate of labor productivity.
But this growth will soon peak — as many
hnurgcm\ commentators have noted — and
decelerate toward economic stagnation and
irreversible crisis as it happened carlier n
the Soviet Union.

Simular austerity moves are under way in
Spain, France. the Scandinavian countries,
and throughout western Europe.

Scapegoating immigrant workers

Blaming immigrant workers for the eco-
nomic crisis. the capitalist govermments
have placed increasingly savage restrictions
on the rights of immigrant workers in all
aspects of life. Germany adopted Europe's
strictest asylum poliey earlier this year, In
France. interior minister Charles Pasqua has
called for a policy of “zero immigration.”

The  Schengen  agreement — under
which all European Community members
except Britamn. Ireland. and Denmark are to
dispense with internal borders and create a
“fortress Europe™ by strengthening border
controls with other countries — is supposed
to take effect in December.

Several governments have used alleged
fears of immigration from less developed
countnies like Greece. Portugal, and Spain
1o increase the powers of police officers.
Cops will now be able to check documents
within 25 miles of internal borders.

A continent-wide computer system is be-
ing developed that will allow the denial of
asylum to an applicant in one country to be

recorded  everywhere.  Another  system.
which uses lingerprints tor dentification.
will link police stations so “undesirables™
can be quickly spotted.

But the capitalist governments of westen
Europe are not waiting until Schengen goes
into effect 1o ke acton agamst immigrants.

The government of Austria has sent 2.000
troops 10 try to seal the Hungarian border.
Bonn sends planes tull of deportees almost
every day to Bucharest: Under Pasqua’s di-
rection. Pars is adopting some of the strictest
measures. making it harder tor immigrants to
get French citizenship through marriage and
cutting back on work permits.

These moves aren’t aimed at stopping
immigration. but at expanding a pariah layer
of the working class without rights.

In July the Greek government rounded up
and expelled 25.000 Albanians. using the ex-
cuse that one Greek priest had been deported
from Albania. There are some 200,000 Al-
bamun immigrants in Greece. Many say they
were beaten and robbed by police officers be-
Jore being pushed across the border.

Celia Pugh from London contribicted 1o thiy
urticle

Aug, 247 pane University of Pittsburgh. School
of Public Health, Auditorium A-1115. Sponsor
Pittsburgh Cuba Coalinon. Information: (412)
2416087

CANADA

Vancouver

U.S.-Cuba Friendshipment: A Report from a
Participant. Speaker: Chris Hoceppner. dover in
caravan 1o Cubi. Sociahst Workers candidate tor
mavor of Seattle. member of International Asso-
cration of Machinists, Sat. Aug. 28,3 pom, 482
E. 37 Ave Donation: Barbecue and program.
S10: program only, S5, Sponsor: Socialist Publi-
cations Fund Dnve, Tel: (604) R72-8343,

— MILITANT LABOR FORUMS —

MINNESOTA

St. Paul

What Stand Should Working People Take on
NAFTA? Sat.. Aug. 28. 7:30 p.m. SO8 N. Snell-
ing Ave. Donaton S3. Tel: (612) 644-6325,

NEW YORK

New York

Socialist Campaign Rally. Speakers: Mary Nell
Bockman. Sociahist Workers candidate for New
York mayor: others. Sat.. Aug. 2| . reception 6230
p.m.. program 7:30 p.m.. party 9 p.m. 191 Tih
Ave., 2nd foor. Tel: 1212) 675-6740,

TEXAS

Houston
The Fight for Women’s Rights Today. Reports
from Women's Conference of Qil, Chemical
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and Atomic Workers and Convention of \a-
tional Organization for Women. Panel discus-
ston. Sal.. Aug. 28, 7:30 p.m. 6969 Gulf Freeway,
Suite 250, in Woodridge Plaza. Donation: S2, Tel:
(713) 644-9066.

BRITAIN

L.ondon

Justice for Joy (zardner! Prosecute the Police!
Sat. Aug. 28, 6 pm. 47 The Cut, SE 1. Donanon:
£2.Tel: 71-928-7993,

The Cuban Revolution Now — Slide Show
and Eyewitness Report. Speaker: Martin Mur-
notl, rewrned trom work brigade m Cuba. Sa..
Sept. 4.6 pam. 47 The Cut, SE L Donation: £2
Tel: T1-92K-7093
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—— GREAT SOCIETY

Balancing the family budget —
When Hillary Clinton accompanied
Bill 1o Japan, a press aide noted that

Harry
Ring

her freshly cut hairdo cost but S17.
Her cut-rate Washington stylist had
accompanied her to Tokyo.

Or, possibly, vice versa — “Un-
til the American people can over-
come their cynicism, it's going to be
very difficull to solve the problems

of this country.” — Prez Clinton.

Sort of like has-beens and
wannabes — Eduard Shevardnad-
ze. the honcho in the tormer Soviet
republic of Georgia. cut the ribbon
at a new Coke bottling plant there.
He took a swig and was heard 1o
say. “Mmm. delicious. Tastes just
like Pepsi.”

Housing program — 1 think
imtially 1t was difficult to scale
down psychologically, so  we
bought three condos on Knob Hill
— one for our guests. one for the
servants. and one for ourselves.” —
San Francisco socialite Harry de
Wildt on selling his mansion. “Ob-
scene Quote of the Month™ in the

homeless paper Street Sheet.

Freedom road — Rolls-Royce
has opened a sales agency in Mos-
cow and hopes 1o sell 20 1o 25 cars
a year for up 10 $350.000 apiece.

Preserving male values — The
New York office of Spores IHlus-
trated barred its Canadian edition
from running an ad by Adidas of
Canada featuring a Canadian soccer
team wearing naught but Adidas
shoes. (Key anatomical areas were
discreetly covered, variously, with
hands. trophy cups. and a soccer
ball.) An annual Spores Hlusnrated
feature is its swimsuil issue. filled
with photos of scantily-clad women.

Hey Adidas! — Chanel is offer-

ing a high-top sneaker for $660), and
a tennis shoe for $615.

Think you're crazy? — “Tribal
Latitudes. Dressing for a new world
order. Imperialist and islander mo-
tifs coexist beautifully in this eclec-
tic pairing from Ozbek. Front-zip
rayon vest. 995.00. Slim, LYCRA
rayon batk  skirt.  395.00." —
Macy's, San Francisco.

Comes the revolution —
“"OVERTHROW THE STATUS
QUO. Ralph Lauren revolutionizes
fall. His Bolshevik collection estab-
lishes a brand-new doctrine. The
leather jacket with faux Persian
lamb trim and superwide trousers
are for rebels with a cause. . . " —

At Bergdort Goodman.

Fake fakes — Works by pop ant-
Ist Mark Kostabi sell so well that
he’s able 1o hire artists who do paint-
ings in his style, which he then signs.
Now his former sales rep is charged
with arranging for one of the artists
to provide him with Kostabi-type
paintings on which he forged Ko-
stabi’s signature. They seemed to
have sold as briskly as the real fakes.

In sum — Check out How to
Succeed in Business without Ly-
e, Cheating or Stealing. The Los
Angeles Times “Small Business”
column warmly recommends it as
“a vest-pocket-size gem . .. ideal
beach reading.”

Chinese gov’t fears mounting peasant protests

BY PAT SMITH

When millions ol workers in China went
to collect their paychecks for June. they
found most — in some cases all — of their
pay was docked for bond purchases. The
workers never had a say in this. They were
forced to “buy™ the bonds by the regime in
Beijing.

With other measures like this, the Chinese
government 1s stepping up belt-tightening
moves against working people. This comes
at a time when Beijing's drive to expand
capitalist investment is generating rampant
inflation and growing wage disparities.

In July the government announced a 16-
point austerity plan. [t proposes restrictions
on credit and cuts in social spending.

Among the most serious concerns of the
privileged bureaucrats in Beijing is the fer-
ment spreading among Chinese peasants,

According to the Far Eastern Economic
Review, there were more than 200 protests
by peasants last year alone.

Protests by thousands of peasants i vil-
lages in central and southwest China forced
the government in June to abolish 37 taxes
imposed on them. That is in addition to the
43 taxes Beijing removed earlier this year.
The government also promised to crack
down on local officials who are pocketing
money extorted from the farmers.

Peasants are protesting against deteriorat-
ing conditions, heavy taxes. and the widen-
ing gap between rural and urban working
people. In December 1991 the government
limited the tax on peasants to S percent of a
year's income. but through extortion from
local oftfictals peasants actually pay three or
four times that amount.

In addition. there was widespread outrage
over the government’s issuing of promissory
notes instead of payment.

Protests in Renshou

Guo Jialong, an official i the Foreign
Affairs Office of Sichuan Province, said.
“There were serious incidents of beating.
smashing. and looting.™ in Renshou county
over several days. Ten thousand peasants
jomed protests June 3 and 6. Farmers in
Renshou county. who pay |8 percent of their
S60 annual income to the government. re-
belled when asked to pay an additional
SR.75 charge for new roads

The 1949 Chinese revolution — which
overthrew capitalist rule. nationalized facto-
ries. mines, and land, and opened the door
10 narrowing the gap between the conditions
of workers and peasants — was a tremen-
dous advance for humanity. Following the
abolition of landlord rule. peasants™ fives
improved through government-subsidized
housing. transportation. education. health
care and other necessities.

But the Stalinist misleadership has been
an obstacle 1o forging an alliance between
workers and farmers and encouraging the
working-class initative necessary 10 ad-
vance the revolution. Living standards of the
peasantry and agricultural modernization
have been kept to a4 minimum to finance
industrialization. Workers and peasants have
been forced out of political decision-mak-
ing. Decades of burcaucratic methods of
planning and management by the privileged
ruling caste in Berjing have left China un-
derindustrialized with a rural population of
900 million in a country of 1.1 billion.

In 1978 the Communist Party of China
(CPC) introduced market-oriented reforms
that opened China’s economy more to the

world capitalist market. The government
welcomed foreign banks to “special eco-
nomic zones.” where capitalist investment
is less restricted than in the rest of China,
opened two stock markets, and allowed the
privatization of some land. Foreign invest-
ments have also soared, increasing to $10
billion in the first five months of 1992.

Real estate a windfall for a few

Chinese real estate has become a financial
windfall for a few. The number of areas
zoned for real estate sales rose from less than
120 in 1991 1o 8.700 a year later.

The May 8 New York Timey reported on
cases of entreprencurs purchasing land with-
out any capital or previous experience and
selling 1t at an enormous profit. “This is
possible.”™ the Times article said. “because
the Communist Party has quietly but frenet-
ically been parceling out public lands 1o
well-connected  businesses  at - cut-rate
prices.”

The most aggressive sellers are often
CPC branches. which sell their land, oftices.
and rexorts for large sums of money and use
the profits 1o buy fancy cars and apartments
for officals.

Along with privatizing some land. the
govemment has fostered joint ventures with
capitalist investors from Asia and the United
States. China International Trust and Invest-
ment Corp. founded in 1979 with a $5 mil-
lion govemment handout. has grown into a
$7.5 billion corporation with 30 subsidiar-
ies. affiliated companies, and banks in China
and around the world.

These measures have produced a dra-
matic social gap within Chinese society. An
article in the June 18 Wall Street Journal
points 1o “an emerging middle class.”™ By
some accounts in the Chinese press there are
now 4 million or 5 million Chinese with
incomes over $175,000.

The majority. however. has not benefited
from the “market reforms.” Despite rela-
tively low living standards. Chinese workers
have traditionally had a comparatively high
percentage of disposable income, since ba-
sic needs are subsidized. Authorities plan to
reduce or end some of these subsidies.

Increases in rent, food prices

Throughout China. working people tace
increases in rent and food prices and the
prospect of unemployment with reduced so-
cial benefits. Inflation has reached 20 per-
cent i the major cities this year. Officials
claim wages are keeping up with inflation
but recent strikes in Zhuhai and labor pro-
tests elsewhere show workers are being
squeezed.

The gap between China™s rural and urban
working people is also widening. Even be-
fore heavy laxes, peasants carn between
one-half to one-third of the income of work-
ers in the cities, Hunger and illiteracy have
reemerged 1n certain areas of the country-
side. Inthe town of Yanan. in Shaanxi Prov-
ince. for example. poverty prevents 10,000
children from attending school.

Inside China. there 18 an exodus of peas-
ants from the countryside 1o the cities to find
work. The government reports more than |5
million peasants have recently moved to
cies. An estimated 100 million farmers
have found work in towns and cities in the
past 10 years. Urban train stations are filled
with traveling peasants sleeping on the floor.

Workers who leave the rural areas for the

Continued on Page 12
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Peasant in Guangdong province gets water from well. Running water is too expensive.

As small layer of the population in China gets rich through government **market
reforms,” conditions worsen for the majority of workers and farmers.

25 AND 50 YEARS AGO ——
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The exceptionally promising movement
tor proletarian democratization which has
been surging through Czechoslovakia for
the past nine months was ruthlessly stamped
out through the occupation of the country by
the mulitary forces of five Warsaw Pact pow-
ers headed by the Soviet Union.

Close to 200.000 kund and airborne troops
poured into Czechoslovakia August 20 and
took over its principal cities. The Dubcek
government counselled the people not to
fight the ivaders and kept the army in the
barracks.

Despite the official appeals for passive
nonresistance. angry and detiant civilians
engaged n scattered acts of contlict within
the capital and several provincial cities,
They ung Molotov cocktails at the Russian
tanks and burned some of them. Hundreds
of students buill a barricade from two over-
turned trucks and a red trolley close by the
Old Town Square in Prague: it took three
Soviet tanks to ram it down. In the encoun-
ters at least 23 demonstrators were reported
killed and hundreds were wounded by ma-
chine-gun fire from the occupying troops.

The Presidium of the Czechoslovak Na-
tonal Assembly assatled the invasion as a
violation of international law. the Warsaw
Treaty and “the principle of equality be-
tween  nauons,”  Along  with  President
Svoboda. it demanded that “all armed
troops be withdrawn from Czechoslova-
kia™ and told the Czech workers that they
might. “if necessary,” defend themselves
by u general strike.

August 30, 1993

Bitter and frustrated citizens shouted
“Russians. go home!™ Soviet soldiers
seemed bewildered and nervous. When one
told a group of Czechs they had come 1o
protect them, the Czechs laughed. One So-
viet officer said: “We were told we were
being sent to combat a counterrevolution,
but when we came here we did not see any.™
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August 28, 1943

Drastic sanctions against striking unions
and individual strikers were decrced by
President Roosevelt in an executive order
issued on August 16. Penalties to be imposed
against unions when the government scizes
struck plants include  withholding union
dues collected through the check-off and the
suspenston or denial of union security pro-
visions in working agreements. Individual
strikers may be drafted into the armed forces
or blacklisted in mdustry.

Supplementing  the order, Roosevelt
wrote 1o William H. Davis, War Labor Board
chairman. defining the procedure in impos-
ing the sanctions and emphasizing the
Smith-Connally Act provides for the crimi-
nal prosecution of strikers in industries taken
over by the government. Thirty Pennsylva-
nia coal miners are now being prosecuted by
Rooseveli-Biddle under this Act.

The new execunive order authorizes the
withholding of “any benefits. privileges or
rights” in taking sanctions against the
unions. This sweeping generalization leaves
the door wide open for the application of
numerous penalties.

Hailing the executive order. a WLB
[War Labor Board] official said: “This
gives the board teeth with which 10 bite
the employes .. .."
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Justice for Gary Graham

More executions, carried out faster, with far fewer op-
tions 1o appeal an unfair verdict — this 1s the heant of
President Bill Clinton’s “anticrime™ bill. The president’s
latest proposals include the addition of 50 more crimes 10
the list of offenses punishable by
death: limiting inmates 10 one fed-
cral habeas corpus appeal: and
putting 50,000 more cops on the
streets. These moves are the latest
steps in a drive by both Demo-
cratic and Republican officials to
curtail democratic rights.

Chnton announced his intent to
extend the use of the death penalty
as a battle unfolds in Texas over
whether Gary Graham will be al-
lowed to live. Despite overwhelm-
ing cvidence the young man did
not commit the murder he was
accused of, the government has
thus far refused to take him off
death row. Only a concerted effort
by a defense coalition that has won broad national support
has prevented Graham's execution so far. Ann Richards,
Democratic governor of Texas. is on a fast track to add
Graham to her gruesome record of 26 executions in the
past two years. She has presided over the most executions
in the state’s history and |1 more are slated for September.
Richards is implementing Chinton’s bill before it becomes
law.

The government's latest assault on the nght 10 due
process is not limited to workers on death row. The fowa
state legiskature recently passed a law revoking the right
of most prisoners to receive an annual parole hearing. The
new statute allows the parole board to be even more
arbitrary and sclective in who is chosen for release.

= & ! . it
President Clinton flanked by Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno — the duo who ordered the
massacre in Waco, Texas — announcing “*anti-
crime” bill at the Rose Garden. The real crim-
inals are in the White House.

The framework for this bipartisan attack on democratic
rights is the growing social and economic crisis of capital-
ism. The ruling class and its govermment attempt 1o use
working people’s concemn over cnme, drug addiction, and
other social problems in order to
blame a layer of the working class
for the problems of the capitalist
system. Under the banner of a “war
on crime,” they seek 10 justify ex-
panding the use of force and repres-
ston against those accused of an of-
fense. The racist character of capi-
tal punishment s blatant. In 1992
Blacks made up 40 percent of the
nearly 2.500 people on death row.
although they represent |2 percent
of the nation’s population.

The executions and other mea-
sures that Chnton and others de-
mand will be used first and fore-
most to terrorize working people
who resist the bosses™ attacks on
their wages and living standards. The cops and courts will
more and more use these tools to go after workers on strike.
protesters against police brutality. opponents of Washing-
ton’s wars, and others.

As the Graham case pomtedly illustrates, the death
penalty and other antidemocratic measures have nothing
10 do with stopping crime. The government and others who
call for his immediate execution claim his innocence
doesn’t matter — he didn’t have proof in the allotted time,
so he must pay with his life

The labor movement and all supporters of democratic
rights should condemn Chnton’s anticrime demagogy.
campaign 1o end the death penalty. and demand justice for
Gary Graham.

Oppose Clinton’s war moves

As we go 1o press, U.S. warplanes tlying over lraqi
territory have just dropped cluster bombs and four laser-
guided bombs near an air defense batiery close 1o the city
of Mosul in northern Iraq. U.S. military officials claimed
the bombing was carried out in response to the launch of
an antiaircraft missile. Washington maintains no-fly zones
over a large part of Iraqi territory.

This is the latest in a series of steps by the Clinton admin-
istration to assert U.S. imperial military might around the
world. Such acts prepare the Neld for bigger war moves,

In Somalia. what didn’1 look as likely a few months ngo
is turning into reality. From an invasion disguised as @
humanitarian food-distribution operation, U.S. troops are
now engaged n a small-scale war in thiat country, raining
death on Somali demonstrators in the streets of Mogadishu.

The August 12 attack by ULS. forces on a Somali political
rally 1s one more example, following Washington's bombing
ol Mogadishu in mid-June. Despite the evidence presented
to nternational journalists — the wounded bodies of three
young men shot by ULS. forces — Pentagon brass hed aboul
the entire altair, claiming there were nonjuries.

Acung n typically brazen fashion, the administration
placed the North African country of Sudan on Washington's
“terronist st For several days preceding the August 18 an-
nouncement. government officials and media newsreaders
made sensational accusations that the govermment ot Sudan
wis imvolved in the alleged plot to blow up the United Na-
tions. An unnamed State Department official told the media

it had “evidence™ but would not say what it was,

A day later. the administration was forced to admit the
charge was totally unsubstantiated. The State Department
retained the smear. however. by putting Sudan on the list.

The govemment. with the big-business media in tow. is
chumning out stories about the supposed terrorism of the
Sudanese government, working hard to tie i1 to Iran. “lran’s
the real menace. not Sudan.” screamed the headline of a
syndicated opinion column by Rowland Evans and Roben
Novak. Pushing for military aggression against Iran, the
columnists wrote of “the steady transformation of Africa’s
largest country into an framan satellite.”

Washington views Tehran, whose economic influence in
the region is growing, as its main enemy in that pant of the
world. For the past few weeks. U.S. warplanes and ships
have harassed a Chinese cargo ship. claiming it is carrying
material for the production of chemical weapons in Iran,
Earlier. the U.S. govermment was able to block a ship carry-
ing hyvdrofluoric acid from docking in Lebanon. saving the
chemical could be used to make nuclear weapons.

Chinton's impernal arrogance against the people of Iraq.
Iran. Sudan. and Somalia s the logical extension of his
attacks on mmmigrants and his “anticrime™ campaign.
These moves will lead 10 more wars, Working people
should demand that ULS. and United Nations troops get
out of Somalia and that Washington end its bombings of
Iraq as well as its threats aganst Iran and Sudan.

Build on Cuba caravan success

In Miami. Minneapolis, Seattle. and dozens of other cities
around the United States and internationally. opponents of
Wiashington's embargo aginst Cuba are moving to take ad-
vantage of the victory scored by the Friendshipment cara-
van. The hundreds of retuming caravan drivers are a valu-
able resource in advancing the fight against the U.S. govern-
ment’s criminal policies banning trade with and travel 10
Cuba. They are now beginning to speak out at public forums.
protests. and in the media on how the embargo affects the
Cuban people and why it should be brought down.

In Minneapolis. for example. Friendshipment activists
marched in a local parade and collected hundreds of sig-
natures on a petition opposing the embargo. Demonstra-
tions in Laredo, Texas, and many other cities have pro-
tested the embargo and demanded the release of a
Friendshipment bus seized by U.S. customs officials in
Laredo after the rest of the caravan had crossed into
Mexico. Nine people continue a three-week-old hunger
strike in the bus in Laredo 1o press these demands.

During the caravan, meetings and fund-raisers to support
the Friendshipment and get out the truth about the ULS, gov-
emment s brutal policy toward Cuba were organized in more
than 100 cities and towns all over the United States. as well
as in Canada and Mexico. Activists can now follow up on
this work and widen opposition to the embargo stll further.

Reportbacks can be set up at schools. union meetings.
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churches. and meetings of community organizations. As
people hear about the caravan. more will want to get
involved in calling for an end to the embargo.

The convoy itself reflected the broad opemings that exist
1o carry out this work. In addition to the 300 volunteer driv-
ers who transported 100 tons of humanitarian aid 1o Cuba.
the project drew in thousands of others who volunteered
time. energy, and supplies 1o ensure the caravan’s success.
Those who took part included students, clergy members,
unionists, retirees, and professionals. Among them were
dozens of Cuban-Americans. Some caravan participants
supported the Cuban revolution: others did not. But all
agreed that the embargo must be brought to an end.

There is growing pressure on Washington to lift the em-
bargo. The recent moves to allow increased telephone con-
tact with the island as well as recent Senate hearings assess-
ing U.S. policy toward Cuba are another indication that
growing layvers within the ruling class favor loosening re-
strictions to permit U.S. companies to do business in Cuba.

Now is the tme to press further the fight againsi the
embargo.

In every city across the United States, and throughout the
world. opponents of the ULS. trade and travel ban to Cuba
should follow the example of the returming “caravanistas”™
and step up public protests and educanonal events on Wash-
ington’s cold war against the Caribbean island.

Should Tel Aviv
try Demjanjuk?

In his letter to the editor. reader Fred Feldman of Brook-
Iyn, New York, asks for more discussion of points raised
in last week's Militant editorial on the John Demjanjuk
case. The editorial argued that the Israeli and U.S. govern-
ments have no right 1o try him as a Nazi war criminal.

First of all. the trial was a travesty of democratic rights,
Demjanjuk was sentenced to death in Israel on the basis
of unproven — and later disproven — accusations that he
was “lIvan the Termble.™ a Nazi gas-chamber operator at
the Treblinka death camp in the 1940s. The Israeli Supreme
Court was finally torced 1o throw out his conviction,
acknow ledging “reasonable doubt™ of Demjanjuk’s guilt.

DISCUSSION WITH
OUR READERS

Now some insist the Ukraintan-born man should be
retried — this tme on charges of having been a guard at
the Sobibor. Flossenburg, or Regensburg concentration
camps. “This is a terrible decision.” said Rabbi Marvin
Hier of the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles.
denouncing the reversal of Demjanjuk’s conviction. It
casts Holocaust survivors in the role of being aggressors
and perpetrators as being victims.” A Nazi is a Nazi and
should be tned and punished.” demanded Noam Feder-
man. a leader of the far-nght Kach Party in Israel,

The posttion that some crimes are so barbarous that
those accused should be convicted regardless ol whether
they are proven guilty is an abuse of due process and
undermines the fight for justice. It has given ammunition
to nghtist. ant-Sentie politicans like Patrich Buchanan,
who n w recent newspaper column condemned Dem-
janjuk s accusers for wanting 1o find Demjanjuk guilty of
some. any. crime” and to force him 10 now “prove he is
not Ivan of Sobibor, or Ivan of Flossenburg. or Ivan of
Regensburg.™

Secondly. the government of Isracl had no legal or moral
right 1o 1y Demjanjuk and Washington should not have
extradited him there. By what authority does Tel Aviv
claim a special right to prosecute and execute someone for
crimes committed in another country — and before Israel
even existed? This gets to the heant ol the problem. The
trial was organized o bolster the Israeli government’s
continuing efforts o give itsell & humanitarian image and
falsely claim it represents the interests of Jews around the
world. The establishment of the state of Isracl. however,
wias not an advance tor most Jews or for any working
people; 1t was set up through the expulsion and oppression
of the Palestinian people. Similarly. the campaigns waged
by professional Nazi hunters — as in the Demjanjuk case
— have linle to do with winning justice for victims of
German impernalist massacres in World War 11, much less
preventing future holocausts.

World War 1T itsell’ wis not a war to stop fascism. It was
actually three wars 1in one. First. it was an interimperialist
war. in which the defeat inflicted by Washington and its
allies on their rivals in Germany. Ttaly. and Japan did not
climinate the economic or social roots of fascism. Fascism.
the most malignant form of mamtaining unperialist rule,
will arise again in periods of deep capitalist crisis.

The international conflict was also a war 1o roll hack
the Russian revolution. one in which the working people
ol the Soviet Unmion defeated the invasion by Hitler's
armies and pushed back the impenalist powers” eoul of
restoring capitalism there. At the same tme 1t was @ war
for liberation by many nations — from India and China 1o
the Mideast — agamst their colonial oppressors in Lon-
don. Tokyo, and elsewhere.

Alter the war the imperialist victors organized the Nur-
emburg trials, where 19 top Nazi officials were convicted
— and 3 were acquitted — of war crimes. The trials. the
Militant explained at the time. “had one main aim: To
throw the whole blame for World War I1 on the German
Nazis and 1o conceal the guilt of the Allied imperialists.”
The ruling capitalist families on both sides. the paper
stressed. “are all equally guilty. They. together with their
political representatives, are the war criminals,”

Likewise. Tel Aviv. backed by Washington. sought to
use the Demjanjuk trial to divent attention from its own
war crimes and Irom the real cause of fascism and war —
the capitalist rulers and their system. This is why they have
no moral authornity to conduct such a trial,

This does not mean working people cannot or should
not press capitalist governments to bring Killer cops, racist
thugs. and other criminals 10 justice, as Feldman notes.
Through such struggles. the government has been forced
o prosecute its own cops. as in the Rodney King beating
case. and individuals who perpetrate racist violence bred
by the rulers” own system. as i the Howard Beach and
Bensonhurst cases Feldman cites. While not ending police
and racist violence, these victories raise the political con-
fidence of working people and make it casier to point to
the root of the problem — capitalism.

In the Demjanjuk and Nuremburg “war ¢rimes™ trials.
on the other hand, the truth was not found in the courtroom.
Working-cliass fighters must explain that the war criminals
are in Tel Aviv and Washington.

— MARTIN KOPPEL



Canadian rail workers strike in British Columbia

This column is devoted to re-
porting the resistance by working
people to the employers' assault
on their living standards, work-
ing conditions, and unions.

We invite vou to contribute
short items to this column for
other fighting workers around
the world to read about and learn
from these important struggles.
Jot down a few lines about what
is happening in your union, at
vour workplace or other work-
places in your area, including in-
teresting political discussions.

About 1.600 rail workers organ-
ized by seven different unions have
been on strike against British Co-
lumbia Rail since July 19, The

tunue. All three mines
are in northern Minne-
sota’s Iron Range. An
additional | .R00
USWA members are on
strike at mines in Mich-
igan’s  Upper Penin-
sula.

This is the first stnke
on the lron Range since
the 142-day work stop-
page in 1977,

One of the main 18-
sues in the strike is the
union’s  demand  for
better pensions for re-
tirees. with guarantees
that the pensions will
continue whatever the
financial condition of

ON THE PICKET LINE

strike has completely halted freight
and passenger services on Canada’s
third largest railway.

The company 1s refusing to ne-
gotiate with the workers. taking a
hard line against their demand for a
30-month contract with a 2.05 per-
cent increase in the first year, a 2.2
percemt increase in the second year.
and a cost-of-living adjustment of
I.1 percent in the last six months if
the consumer price index rises
above 3 per cent

Workers on the picket lines said
they also oppose eliminating ca-
booses on the trans. demand an end
to contracting out of work, and
want (o rescind suspensions  of
workers involved in job actions
leading up to the strike.

Solidanty messages can be sent
o 3876 Norland Avenue, Burnaby.
British Columbia. Canada V5G
3S8 or call (604) 983-2871. O

Iron Range taconite
miners strike

On August 5 United Steel-
workers of America (USWA) Local
2660 struck National Steel’s taco-
nite mine in Keewatin, Minnesota,
and the 750 members of USWA
Local 2705 struck Hibbing Taco-
nite. Another 300 miners, members
of USWA Local 686(), have granted
daily contract extensions to the
Eveleth mine as negotiations con-

the  mine  owners.
Thousands of retired
taconite miners live on
the Iron Range and
many current miners
are approaching retire-

Milizini/Bob Buchan
Mushroom pickers in Yorkshire, England, rally outside gates of Middlebrook Farm July
24. The 89 workers, all women, later led a demonstration of 2,000 in nearby Selby to
protest their firings. They were sacked last year after a series of strikes against wage cuts.

group that presses for
the hinng of women in
the mines. attended the
conference. One thou-
sand dolkars was raised
tor the strike duning the
meeting. O

Timex strikers
visit Connecticut
Four striking Timex
workers from Dundee.
Scotland, on a sohdar-
1y tour of the United
States. joined a picket
line in New  Haven.
Connecticut, August 4.
They walked the picket
line with members of
Local 1199 of the hos-
prial workers™ union,
who have been on
strike simee April 2 at
the Winthrop Health-
care Center in New Hu-
ven. Discussions there
focused on the health-
care  workers”  fight
against - big - cuts n

ment. Layoffs devas-

tated working-class  communities
on the Iron Range in the 1980s. The
mines have only recently begun to
hire workers again, giving prefer-
ence 10 miners with years of expe-
rience.

Workers are also demanding an
increase In wages, which have re-
matned at the same level tor more
than a decade. They also opposce job
combinations and the company’s
proposal  tor  “managed  health
care.” which would restrict the
health-care services covered by the
miners’ insurance.

The strikes are 100 percent solid
and management Is not attempung
to run production so far.

Many miners expressed concern
over the negotiations at Eveleth. The
company says it 1s in weak financial
condition and has threatened to close
permanently if workers strike.

Discussing the company’s threat
at Eveleth to shut the mine and the
strike preparations. one worker at the
Keewatin umon hall remarked. " You
live under that threat for so many
years — you finally sav. if were go-
ing to do it let’s do it and get it over

with.” O

Swedish journalists
win battle

In 91 years there has never heen
a wildeat strike among journalists
in Sweden. But July T all journal-
ists - at the  daly  Norvlandska
Socraldemokraten. & ~ocial demo-
cratic paper published in Luled. in
the north of Sweden. decided 10
20 on strike because management
tired Bjorm Torbiomsson. the tor-
mer chair of the local umon. con-
tending  he was  “difficult 10
cooperate with.” He got one hour
o leave the workplace.

The strike received a lot of fi-
nancial and moral support. Within
days a Mineworkers Union local
donated $10.000 from two strike
funds.

The strike and the big support
it got linally forced the employer
after 15 days to come up with an
offer that both Torbiomsson and
the strikers could accept. The
unionist will be reinstated perma-
nently on the editortal stalf in
Boden. a town north of Luled. with
four months™ leave with full pay.
“Tam glad that my coworkers took

this action but am  disappointed
that union work 18 being punished
by moving me 1o u local stafl as
they have done.” he said. O

Oil workers hold
women’s conference

More than 200 Ohl, Chenncal and
Atomic Workers (OCAW) mem-
bers. mostly women and a few
dozen men. attended the  first
OCAW Women's Conterence July
16-18 in Washington. D.C. Partic-
tpants came from more than a dozen
states. many attending thewr first
union conference.

Participants  attended  various
workshops. In the "Sexual Harass-
ment/Discrimination”™  workshop.
women and men discussed their ex-
periences in dealing with discrimi-
nation against women. Most agreed
that rather than relying on the com-
pany. workers have to work through
their union and with tellow workers
to combat sexual harassment on the
Job.

Striking United Mine Workers of

America members and members off

the Coal Employment Project, o

health insurance being
proposed by manage-
ment,  Striking  hospital - workers
want a contract that keeps their pres-
ent level of medical benefits and
also ncludes a4 percent wage riise
lor each vear of the pact. Winthrop
refuses to sign such a contract. de-
spite the tact that 1199 workers have
won similar terms at 30 other nurs-
g homes n the state.

The Timex strike 1in Dundee be-
gan January 29. and since then
members of the Amalgamated Engi-
neering and Electrical Workers
Union  have visited  workers
throughout Britain. Ireland. IFrance.
Norway, Denmark, and the United
States. ]

The following people contributed to
this week's column: Colleen Levis.
member of Canadian Auto Workery
Local 3020 1 Vancouver; Marea
Himelerin, member of USWA Local
9128 i Roseville, Minnesota:
Bireitta  Isacsson (n Stockholn,
Sweden: Kathy Mickells. member of
OCAW Local 8-90] in Marcus
Hook. Pennsyivama. and Will Wil-
ki, member of International Asso-
ciation of Machinists Local 609 in
New Haven, Connecticut.

—LETTERS

Demjanjuk

The editorial on the Demjanjuk
case correctly explamed that the
imperialist trials of Nazi mass mur-
derers have been an obstacle rather
than an aid 10 the working-class
struggle to prevent future  holo-
causts, But I think some pomts need
more discussion.

Those tried were “underlings.”
as the editorial smid. But we know
that being an “underling™ confers
no immunity for such crimes as
mitiating. planning. and executing
the slaughter of millions of Jews,

The editorial pointed out that the
U.S.. Israel. and other imperiahst
powers have no “moral authority™
to try World War [l criminals. From
the standpoint of the interests of the
working class, they have no moral
authority 10 try anyone or do any-
thing else.

That didn’t keep us from demand-
ing that the teenaged thugs who
killed Michael Gnffith and Yusuf
Hawkins, and the cops who beat up
Rodney King. be arrested and pun-
ished. even though they were not
“the criminals at the top™ who are re-
sponsible for all police brutality and
racist violence. and even though the
rulers sought to use the trials that re-
sulted to cover up the real roots and
ultimate  perpetrators ol these
crimes. But the differences between
these trials and the trials of Nazi
mass murderers were more Impor-
tant than the similanties.

The trials ot the LA cops and of
the racist Killers in Howard Beach
and Bensonhurst [in New  York
City| were torced on the rulers by
the struggles and demands of work-
ing people. The fight helped to clar-
ify the real roots of the attacks and
fostered greater working-class selt-
confidence and independence of the
criminals at the top.

Nuremberg and the subsequent
war cnmes tridls were the opposite.
The victorious imperialists initiated
them to serve their purposes and con-
trolled them every step of the way —
including deciding which criminals
would be held for show tnals and
which would be provided with safe
and prosperous exiles. The credibil-
ity of the trials among working peo-
ple reflected ground that had been
lost in the Night for working-class in-
dependence of the capitalist rulers.

By the time World War Il opencd.
more than 15 years of massive de-
feats to the working class had made
the war inevitable and placed Roose-
velt and Churchill in a strong posi-
tion to sell the lie that the “demo-
cratic” impenalists were the alterna-
tive 1o fascist world conquest.

In my opmion. the U.S. rulers
and their impernahst allies staged
Nuremberg 1o prepare luture wars,
by painting themselves as humani-
tarian world cops agaimst genocide.
totalitarianism.  and  aggression
From the claim 1o be “leader of the
Free World™ in the “Cold War™ 10
the struggle aganst “warlords™ in

Somalia. the themes of the show
trials have been central themes of
LS. war propaganda.

The issue tor working people n
the discussion of war crimes trials
in the political independence of our
class — no contidence in the rulers
to solve any problem we face. Un-
like Pairick Buchanan. we do not
rally to the defense of “unjustly
imprisoned”™ mass murderers. Aside
from the Demjanjuk case. hardly
any of these trials could be accu-
rately described as a frame-up of
the accused individuals.

We have nothing in common
with those who berate  Jews.
Blacks, Armenwans.  Japanese.
North and South American Indians,
and others for “endlessly harping”
on holocausts that took place de-
cades or even centuries ago.

There 1s no lack of political and
commercial exploitation of these
events. but that 1s not the reason
why people’s minds return to them
again and again. They have not
been resolved. They have not been
made right.

The victory of the working class
and the end of capitalism. however.
will make 1t possible for the holo-
causts against Jews and others 1o
CLUse serving ds warnings of things
to come. They will be part of the
common heritage ol exploned hu-
manity s struggle for liberation.
Fred Feldman
Brooklvn, New: York

Eugene Debs

1993 mark~ the centennial of the
tormation of the American Railway
Umon. led by Fugene Debs, that
became the landmark effort 10 or.
canize labor along industrial ines
1994 will be the centenmial of the
Pullman strike thin culminared with
the ARUS deteat at the hand of the
tederal government.

| hope the Viliranr and Pathfinder
Press will be able 1o commemorite
these centenmals with armcles and a
pamphlet. With the deepening crisis
of rail labor today. an understanding
of this crucial episode 15 vital tor rail
unionisis to go forward.
Jon Flanders
Albany. New York

Ballot restrictions

On July [5. just before recessing.,
the State Senate acted to make 1t even
harder for independent candidates to
getonthe Califomia ballot. AB 1173,
by Assemblymember Gwen Moore
ot Los Angeles. was amended on the
Senate floor to provide that inde-
pendent candidates have only 60
days in which to circulate their pet-
tons, instead of the existing 105
days. In addinon. the amendment
provides that independent candidates
must now pay tling fees.

Existing law. simce 19X 1 has pro-
vided that independent candidates
need not pay filing fees. Instead they
have 1o get 151015 signatures tor
statewide office or approximately
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S.000 signatures tor Congress or
State Senate in order to get on the bal-
lot. Since the purpose of the filing fee
In 1o Keep the ballot tfrom bemg 100
crowded. and these petition require-
ments accomplish the same objec-
tive. the Nling tee was redundant.
But under the July 135 amendment
10 AB 1173, independent candidates
will have 10 pay the filing fees
twhich are sometimes ay high as
S2.5000 and collect the same num-
ber of signatures they have always
had to collect. Or. they can torego
paying the fee. but must collect two
separate petitions af different peri-
ods of tme. one for 10X signa-
twres and then another for 151.015
signatures (for statewide office).
The amendment was made after
the bill had gone through the Elec-
tion Committees in both houses. so
it was imposasible for any one from
the public to protest. or even to
know what was happening. Please
call or write your state senator and
say that the voter's right to vote for
independent candidates 15 already
oo restricted. and that the July 15
amendment should be deleted.
Richard Wineer
San Francisco, Caltfornia

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep yvour letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if you
prefer that your initials be used
rather than yvour full name.
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Abortion foes deeated in Denver

BY BRIAN PUGH

DENVER — Operation Rescue and other
antiabortion forces from around the country
failed to close any abortion clinics here dur-
ing Pope John Paul’s August 9-15 visit.

Some 1.500 pro-choice activists out-
mobilized rightist forces by a 10-1 ratio, strik-
ing another blow to Operation Rescue's sum-
mer campaign to shut down abortion clinics.

Operation Rescue and other groups
sought to use the visit by the pope. who
addressed 160,000 Catholic youth attending
World Youth Day activities, to gain new
forces to their rightist attacks on a woman's
right to choose abortion.

Weeks prior to the announced campaign,
antiabortion leaders claimed that thousands
of people would be mobilized to stop all
abortions during the pope’s visil.

At an August |1 antiabortion rally in
Denver, national Operation Rescue leader
Joseph Scheidler told 175 people that the
fight to stop abortion must be carried on by
the youth. Another rightist group. Colle-
gians Activated to Liberate Life, announced
plans at the rally to organize antiabortion
groups on college campuses. Operation Res-
cue claimed to have handed out 50,000 fliers
to World Youth Day participants

During the six-day campaign, however,
only a handful of World Youth Day partici-
pants joined the antiabortion protesters. who
never numbered more than 150.

Pro-choice activists from California,
Minnesota, lowa, Texas, Oklahoma, Ne-
braska, Utah, Kansas, and Florida joined
local activists to defend 10 sites that were
targeted by antiabortion forces. Michael, a
clinic defender. stated. “I'm here to defend
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Eight hundred clinic defenders mobilized August 14 at Planned Parenthood in Denver, vastly outnumbering Operation Rescue
supporters, who were unsuccessful in their last attempt to shut an abortion clinic during Pope John Paul’s visit.

somebody else’s choice.”

Dozens of abortion rights supporters re-
turned each day at 5:30 a.m. to keep the
abortion clinics open. Groups of volunteers
followed antiabortion forces every mom-
ing, alerting clinics of their arrival. At ev-
ery single clinic that performed abortions,
Operation Rescue was outmobilized by
clinic defenders.

During the week. antiabortion forces

picketed the homes of two doctors who
perform abortions. At both residences, clinic
defenders arrived first and outnumbered the
right-wing forces.

After consistently being outnumbered by
pro-choice fighters, Operation Rescue an-
nounced August 13 it no longer planned to
close clinics during the pope’s visit.

Abortion rights activists “have a lot of
people out, which is good for us,” Joe Slo-

Unionists fight cop brutality in France

BY DEREK JEFFERS

SAINT OUEN, France — On July 26 a
court acquitted Dominique Jean-Emest, a
27-year-old metalworker bomn in the Antil-
les, on frame-up charges of armed battery
against a police officer. In the weeks leading
up to the trial the two main unions at the
GEC-Alsthom transformer plant here.
where he works, waged a broad campaign
in the factory to win support for the young
worker.

Jean-Emest had been chased down April
21 by a police car while bicycling to work
through the Paris suburb of Argenteuil. The
cops accused him of running a red light and
not obeying their order to stop. The two cops
then took him to a dead-end: one of them
beat him savagely, calling him a “dirty Ne-
gro" who should be ““fried in a microwave.”

After being held for six hours at the local
police station he was finally released. Cops
charged him with armed assault against them,
the alleged weapon being his bicycle. They
also accused him of using insulting language
and carrying a weapon — a pocket-knife he
uses to prepare his lunch at work.

On retrieving his bicycle from the cops
and mounting it, Jean-Emest realized the
handle bars and back wheel had been pantly
unscrewed. Meanwhile the cops watched
and laughed.

Suffering serious head injuries, Jean-Er-
nest was unable to return 1o work for a
month and has since had several relapses.

Spate of police brutality cases

The attack was one of a spate of police bru-
tality cases reported since the step-up of the
French rulers” anti-immigrant campaign. Fol-
lowing the crushing defeat of the Socialist
Party government in the March parliamen-
tary elections. the new conservative govemn-
ment of Prime Minister Edouard Balladur
quickly launched a series of attacks on wages
and social benefits, as well as hiking taxes.
Minister of Interior Charles Pasqua, calling
for ‘zero immigration,” announced a series of
anti-immigrant measures. Soon after, several
immigrants in Paris, Chambéry and Wattrelos
were killed by cops.

This has sparked a large number of protest
actions, including a demonstration of thou-
sands in Paris June 19 called by antiracist
organizations and a number of unions.

At Jean-Emest’s plant, the two unions
affiliated to the CGT and CFDT labor fed-
erations helped him find legal aid, and mo-
bilized support from his coworkers. A group
of mainly young workers was organized at
several shops to campaign for the acquittal
of Jean-Ernest. Some of these workers are
union members and some are not.

The workers circulated a petition, even-
wally signed by 116, addressed to the pros-
ecutor demanding the charges against Jean-
Emest be dropped. They gathered affidavits
from 27 coworkers who volunteered as char-
acter witnesses. They also collected more
than $550 toward legal expenses. Virtually
all of the workers in the coil-winding shop
where Jean-Ernest works donated money:.

Five Alsthom workers, including CGT

and CFDT union representatives, as well as
a delegation of four Antilles-born workers
sent by the national CGT, accompanied the
young coil-winder to his hearing and pre-
sented the factory petitions to the authorni-
ties. This visible support was crucial to Jean-
Emest’s court victory.

The two policemen, although summoned
to appear in court, did not show.

The verdict acquitted Jean-Ermest on the
major charges. It fined him $500 for running
a red light and refusing to obey a police
order to stop.

This victory “can only encourage Domi-
nique to go ahead with his suit™ against the
cops who beat him. stated the CGT and
CFEDT in a joint leaflet circulated at work
after the trial,

Derek Jeffers is a member of the CGT at the
GEC-Alsthom transformer plant in Saint
Ouen

venec, a national leader of Operation Res-
cue, contended. “"Many women will tumn
away from this."” But pro-choice leaders
reported no clinic closings. All patients had
kept their appointments.

On August 14, as 800 clinic defenders
mobilized at Planned Parenthood to counter
a final rally of 150 by Operation Rescue,
Katherine Spillar of the Feminist Majority
Foundation announced, “'Operation Rescue
and Rescue America were a total fizzle.
Every woman who had an appointment was
able to get inside without harassment.”

The resounding defeat of Operation Res-
cue’s forces here is one of the many blows
pro-choice fighters have dealt the rightists.
from Melbourne, Florida, to San Jose, Cal-
ifomia. Ed Martin. executive director of
Rescue America in Ocala. Florida, said, I
think there’s just apathy. We've become fat
and lazy as Christians.”

To celebrate the defeat of Operation Res-
cue, 150 clinic defenders gathered the eve-
ning of August |5 at the First Baptist
Church to hear organizers and volunteers
exchange experiences.

“We were asked by the police and the
policymakers to close down for this week.”
said Sylvia Clark. director of Planned Par-
enthood. But the clinic stayed open. Clark
said many patients responded that it was
their constitutional right to enter and use the
clinic. Patients and staff of Planned Parent-
hood said they appreciated the presence of
the clinic defenders.

The victory party was held at a local pub
over pizza and beer.

Hundreds rally to protect Canadian forest

BY BEVERLY BERNARDO

CLAYOQUOT SOUND, British Co-
lumbia — One thousand people stood on
the road August 9 in front of the Kennedy
River Bridge in a protest to protect the
old-growth forests of Clayoquot Sound.
The road is the main route used by the
MacMillan Bloedel company’s logging
trucks to enter the forest area.

Protesters came from all parts of British
Columbia, many other parts of Canada. and
from other countries including Chile and
Germany.

After a MacMillan Bloedel official read
acourt injunction forbidding protesters from
blocking access to the bridge, police moved
in and arrested 300 people who remained on
the road. Police charged all but 50 protesters
who they said were too young. The demon-
strators chanted, “If we all stay on the road,
they can't arrest us all.,” and “The whole
world is watching.”

Many of the protesters, including those

arrested. were young. “'1'm 100 young to vote
so I'm here 10 support what 1 believe in.”
said 14-year-old Meegan McGillivray from
Roberts Creek. British Columbia.

Two young environmental activists atiend-
ing Evergreen College in Olympia. Washing-
ton. decided to come up for the protest after
hearing of the mass blockade on the news. A
single old-growth cedar is worth about
$30.000 to the giant forest companies.

When the New Democratic Party provin-
ctal government announced its decision to
allow logging in 75 percent of Clayoquot
Sound. environmental groups like Friends
of Clayoquot Sound and the Western Can-
ada Wildemess Committee stepped up the
fight to save one of the largest areas of
ancient temperate rain forest remaining in
the world. More than 90 percent of the
world's temperate rain foresl has been de-
stroyed. One quarter of what remains is in
British Columbia.

Opposition to the government’s decision

on Clayoquot Sound is widespread. In Van-
couver 1,500 attended an August 2 rally to
save the forest. More than 6.000 people have
participated in the protests in Clayoquot
Sound itself -— a relatively remote area on
Vancouver Island.

At the August 9 action. Friends of Clay-
oquot Sound leader Tzeporah Berman
vowed to use the momentum “'to win the
fight to save Clayoquot Sound this sum-
mer.”” Activists are heartened by the fact that
more forestry workers are joining the fight
despite the official union position support-
ing the government decision on logging in
the Sound. At least four forestry workers,
including a faller from Ucluelet, are among
the more than 400 arrested to date.

Environmental groups across Canada are
organizing a cross-country car cavalcade be-
ginning in Halifax on the east coast and
picking up people across the country to
arrive in Clayoquot Sound for a bigger pro-
test September 5.
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