U.S. gov’t
charges
cleric under
gag law

BY GREG ROSENBERG

NEW YORK — Lacking a shred of evi-
dence connecting Sheik Omar Abdel Rah-
man to any specific act, a federal grand jury
indicted the religious figure and 14 others
on sweeping conspiracy charges August 25.

The indictments, approved by Attorney
General Janet Reno, allege that the defen-
dants conspired to “levy a war of urban
terrorism against the United States.” The
charges inclsude the assassination of ultra-
rightist Meir Kahane in 1990; the bombing
of the World Trade Center; an alleged plot

Drop conspiracy charges!
See editorial — page 18

to bomb the United Nations and the Lincoln
and Holland tunnels, as well as other sites
in New York; and another plot to assassinate
Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak.

The government is “blowing a lot of smoke
in the hope that the jury will see at least some
fire,” said attorney Ronald Kuby, who along
with William Kunstler represents some of the
accused. “They have drafted a case so big, so
vast, that it is almost impossible to prosecute,
impossible to try, and impossible for the jury
to understand. They are hoping that the jurors
will see just one large indistinguishable wad
of Arab terrorists.”

Using an anti-working-class seditious
conspiracy statute, which outlaws *“con-
spir{ing] to overthrow, or put down, or de-
stroy by force the Government of the United
States,” the indictment makes only the vagu-

Continued on Page 8

Washington
intensifies
Somalia war

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

In their largest military operations since
arriving in Somalia, about 50 U.S. Army
Rangers and soldiers from the Army's Quick
Reaction Force stormed several Mogadishu
buildings before dawn August 30, snaking
down ropes from 10-15 U.S. helicopters
hovering above. They claimed to be target-
ing acommand and control center belonging
to Somali Gen. Mohamed Farah Aidid, but
their attack was directed against a house and
adjoining offices occupied by the UN De-
velopment Project and the French humani-
tarian organization Intemational Action
Against Hunger.

The U.S. soldiers broke down walls with
grenades, kicked in doors, and destroyed
radio equipment before seizing three foreign
aid workers and six Somali UN employees.

Larry DeBoice, 45, a Canadian employed
by the UN said the troops tied his hands and
those of his colleagues behind their backs
with plastic cuffs and told them “to keep our
head down and not look at anybody.” The
workers were then flown by helicopter to a
detention center, blindfolded and released
only after being interrogated.

These latest acts of aggression by Wash-
ington’s troops in Mogadishu followed a
major policy address August 27 by U.S.

Continued on Page 16
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Israel agrees to limited
Palestinian autonomy

BY PAT SMITH

The Israeli cabinet approved a
draft agreement August 31 on Pales-
tinian self-rule over the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank city of Jericho that
includes some form of withdrawal of
Israeli forces from the two areas.

The document calls for estab-
lishing “a Palestinian Interim Self-
Government Authority, the elected
Council, for the Palestinian people
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
for a transitional period not exceed-
ing five years, leading to a perma-
nent settlement based on [United
Nations] Security Council Resolu-
tions 242 and 338."

In 1988 the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) agreed to a two-
state settlement based on the 1947
United Nations partition plan for
Palestine and declared statehood in
the West Bank and Gaza .

The state of Israel was founded in
1948 after Zionist armies expelled
750,000 Palestinians from their
homeland, creating an instant Jewish
majority in parts of Palestine. Tel
Aviv has occupied the West Bank and
Gaza since the 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

“We believe that the coming days
will witness a positive and an historic
development which has been awaited, ex-
pected by both people for a long time,” Yasir
Abed Rabbo, head of the PLO information
department, said on Israeli army radio.

Transfer of authority in education, cul-
ture, health, social welfare, direct taxation,
and tourism would begin immediately, Is-
raeli troops would be redeployed outside of

Jericho residents in
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populated areas and Palestinians would
build their own police force. After the coun-
cil’s inauguration, additional powers and re-
sponsibilities may be worked out. Palestin-
ians living in Israeli-annexed eastern Jeru-
salem would have the right to take part in
council elections.

Negotiators outlined economic develop-

“ow I

Israeli-occupied West Bank look out from doorway framed by graffiti
supporting the accord between Tel Aviv and the PLO. Hundreds in Jerusalem have demonstrated
in support of the agreement but an equal number have turned out to oppose it. In Gaza, Hamas
supporters have rallied against the proposal and in some cases attacked PLO supporters celebrat-
ing the announcement that could lead to limited Palestinian self-rule in Gaza and Jericho.

ment programs and joint business ventures
to address the poverty, under industrializa-
tion, and acute unemployment in the occu-
pied territories. The accord postpones deci-
sions on the status of Jerusalem, refugees,

and the future of Jewish settlements.
It is not clear yet how the accords will
Continued on Page 18

Thousands rally in Washington, D.C.,
demanding ‘jobs, justice, and peace’

BY GREG ROSENBERG

WASHINGTON, D.C.—In sweltering
95-degree heat, tens of thousands of people
marched and rallied here August 28 to de-
mand “jobs, justice, and peace.” The activity
commemorated the 1963 march of a quarter
of a million people that marked a climactic
point in the battle to smash the Jim Crow
system of racist segregation in the South.

Union members, civil rights activists, and
young people in the multinational crowd
came to protest racism and the deteriorating
economic and social conditions in the
United States today.

Many speakers and rally participants,
while pointing to the victories registered by
the civil rights battles of the 1950s and '60s,
cited growing conditions of economic de-
pression. Yvonne Scruggs of the Joint Center
for Political and Economic Studies pointed to
the “over 14 percent average minority unem-
ployment. There are 10 percent more Blacks
in prison today than in 1963, she said, and
over 39 percent of all death sentences are
given to prisoners who are Black.”

Trade unions and civil rights groups, who
organized the big majority of march partici-
pants to come to Washington, brought buses
from throughout the eastern half of the coun-
try. Thousands of people flocked to booths set
up by the NAACP, United Auto Workers
(UAW), United Food and Commercial Work-
ers (UFCW), and others. Participants
marched behind dozens of union and civil
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Tens of thousands marched in Washington, D.C., August 28 to commemorate the 30th

anniversary of the 1963 civil rights march.

rights banners. Nearly every major union in
the United States organized contingents.
Some 12,000 members of the American Fed-
eration of State, County and Municipal Em-
ployees from the New York area alone partic-
ipated. Ten buses made the trip from Miami.
Marchers carried printed placards with

slogans like “Health care for all” and “Jobs
for all.” Many signs opposed the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
Jeff Radebe of the African National Con-
gress received warm applause when he
spoke from the main podium on the steps of
Continued on Page 4

Big three auto companies demand major concessions — page 14




Nigerians demand civilian rule

Nigerians launched an open-ended na-
tionwide strike August 28 after carrying out
their second successful three-day general
strike in major cities August 25-27. They
are protesting Gen. Ibrahim Babangida’s re-
fusal to return the country 1o an elected
civilian government. Other demands include
reversing the government’s decision 1o raise
gasoline prices tenfold. Strike organizers
say that they are not backing any specific
candidate.

More than a dozen human rights activ-
ists were subsequently arrested, and the
government shut down at least four oppo-
sition newspapers. including one owned by
Moshood Abiola, who is widely believed
to have won the annulled June 12 elec-
tions.

Babangida, who took power in a 1985
coup, resigned August 26 and appointed
Emest Shonekan, a Harvard-educated busi-
nessman, to head an interim government. At
a London news conference, Abiola rejected
the interim government, which is responsi-
ble for organizing new presidential elections
next year. He is expected to return to Nigeria
soon.

Sudanese oppose U.S. frame-up

Hundreds of thousands demonstrated in
Khartoum, Sudan, August 24 in opposition
to Washington’s unsubstantiated claims
that Sudan is involved in terrorism. U.S.
president Bill Clinton plans to impose
trade and other sanctions against Sudan
after placing the country on Washington’s
list of “terrorist nations.” The protest was
the biggest demonstration in Sudan in the
last 10 years. It was organized by the Pop-
ular Organization for the Defense of the
Faith and of the Nation, which includes
trade unions as well as community and
religious groups.

Bosnian parliament rejects plan

Bosnia’s parliament unanimously voted
August 28 to reject a United Nations plan
that would carve Bosnia-Herzegovina into
three autonomous republics divided by na-
tionality. The fighting has claimed more
than 150,000 lives and as of the end of
1992 had driven 1.7 million people from
their homes. Parliament voted to seek ter-
ritorial and constitutional adjustments to
the plan.

Tom Hill, left, and Andy Baker were among 29 gay and lesbian activists at silent
protest August 29 at Brooklyn, New York, church service. Brendan Faye, an
advocate of civil rights for gays and a parishioner at the church, was stabbed
earlier that week. Organizers have documented 376 such attacks in the city this
year. They protested Bishop Thomas Daily’s pastoral letter, which said homosex-
uality was “ordered toward an intrinsic moral evil.”

Meanwhile, the self-styled parliament set
up by the rightist Serb forces in Bosnia
accepted the plan. The Croat parliament in
Bosnia in effect rejected it, demanding that
additional territories be attached to the
newly declared Croatian republic, “Herzeg-
Bosnia.”

China condemns U.S. sanctions

China’s deputy foreign minister Liu
Huagiu summoned the U.S. ambassador to
Beijing August 27 to protest President Bill
Clinton’s decision to ban the sale of §$1
billion in high-technology equipment for
space and military programs. Beijing
called the sanctions “entirely unjustified”
and accused Washington of a double stand-
ard, The U.S. government claims Beijing
violated a 1987 missile control agreement
by selling M-11 ballistic missile technol-
ogy to Pakistan. The governments of China
and Pakistan argue that the sale does not
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violate the accord because the M-11's
range is less than the 186 miles covered
in the agreement.

The economic sanctions come as Wash-
ington continues to harass a Chinese
freighter in the Persian Gulf accused of
carrying ingredients for chemical weapons
to be delivered to Iran.

Japanese companies move abroad

Propelled by the sharp rise in the value
of the yen against the dollar, Japanese
companies are shifting production to China
and Southeast Asia. Already, almost 70
percent of the color televisions made by
Japanese-owned companies are made out-
side the country. Japan may import more
color TVs this year than it exports, mainly
from its plants in other parts of Asia.

Tokyo apologizes for war role

Japan’s recently elected prime minister,
Morihiro Hosokawa, apologized August 23
for the country’s role in World War II. *I
would thus like to take this opportunity to
express our profound remorse and apolo-
gies for the fact that Japan's actions, in-
cluding acts of aggression and colonial
rule, caused unbearable suffering and sor-
row for so many people,” he told parlia-
ment.

U.S. army chief’s father was Nazi

The father of Gen. John Shalikashvili,
President Bill Clinton’s choice for chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, served
during World War Il as an officer in the
German army’s Waffen SS. the Nazi Par-
ty’s military organization. He then lied
about his involvement to gain entry into
the United States. According to reports in

the big-business press, this cast doubts on
the colorful up-from-refugee story Clinton
told in an August 11 Rose Garden cere-
mony at the White House, when explain-
ing why he picked Shalikashvili among
the candidates for the country’s highest
military post.

Los Angeles cop who beat
Rodney King had prior record

Laurence Powell, one of the Los Angeles
cops who was convicted for the brutal beat-
ing of Rodney King, used his flashlight to
repeatedly strike another handcuffed man
five months earlier. Powell had also been
given a severe reprimand by the Los Ange-
les Police Department for “‘serious miscon-
duct” in the October 1990 beating of Danny
Ramos. But that disciplinary action did not
come about until July 1992, after the King-
beating trial. Federal District Judge John
Davies refused the prosecutors’ request to
introduce the earlier beating as evidence
before the officers were sentenced in the
King case. Powell’s supervisor at the time
of both beatings was Sgt. Stacey Koon.
Koon and Powell were convicted in federal
court of violating King’s civil rights. They
are appealing their two-and-a-half-year sen-
tences.

U.S. layoffs up from 1991

Layoffs in the United States are averag-
ing 50,516 a month according to the place-
ment firm Challenger, Gray & Christmas.
That'’s 4,000 a month more than during the
1991 recession.

Clinton denies Irish leader visa

Despite campaign promises to end the
prior practice of denying visas to people
whose views London might object to,
President Clinton refused to grant Sinn
Fein president Gerry Adams a visa. Sinn
Fein is the political party allied with the
Irish Republican Army. Adams was
elected to the British parliament as a mem-
ber from Northern Ireland from 1983-
1992, but abstained from taking his seat
in protest of the British government’s con-
tinued occupation of Ireland’s six northemn
counties. He is also the author of five
books and planned a 10-city U.S. tour to
promote two of his latest ones.

Pentagon ready for two wars

Washington unveiled a new plan Sep-
tember 1 to fight and win two nearly si-
multaneous nonnuclear wars with some
small cuts in the military. Implementing
the strategy, called “win win" will cost
$13 billion more than the $1.2 trillion al-
lotted to the military for the next five
years. Clinton plans to store enough weap-
ons and equipment for army brigades at
several overseas locations for use in the
Persian Gulf or in Korea, to spend more
money on precision-guided missiles and
bombs, and to buy additional ships for
transporting troops and equipment. The
proposals do not depart from former Pres-
ident George Bush's military strategy.

— PAT SMITH
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UN suspends oil
embargo on Haiti

BY HILDA CUZCO

The United Nations Security Council
voted unanimously August 27 to suspend its
oil embargo against Haiti. These sanctions,
which included a ban on arms shipment (o
Haiti and the freezing of Haitian assets
abroad, were imposed by the 15-member
council June 16 to put pressure on the Haitian
military leaders to allow the return of Presi-
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide to the country.

In addition. Joao Clemente Baena Soares,
secretary-general of the Organization of
American States (OAS), announced that the
organization will also suspend its continent-
wide sanctions against Haiti. which were ini-
tiated shortly after the September 1991 mili-
tary coup that ousted Aristide from power.

On July 3 Aristide and Lt. Gen. Raoul
Cedras, who led the coup. signed a UN-
brokered agreement promising to restore the
Haitian president to office October 30. The
10-point plan included the nomination of a
new prime minister, the resignation of Com-
mander-in-Chief Cedras, amnesty for mili-
tary participants in the coup, and promises
of more than $1 billion in developmental aid
over the next five years.

As an initial step in implementing the
accord, President Aristide selected Robert
Malval as his new prime minister. The Hai-
tian parliament ratified his appointment Au-
gust 25.

Malval. a 50-year-old businessman in the
printing industry, met Aristide in 1986 when
he published some pamphlets for the de-

posed president. One of the country’s
wealthiest entrepreneurs, Malval enjoys the
approval of the Clinton administration.

With the oil sanctions suspended, the UN
Security council is beginning discussions on
sending a 1.000-strong police force to Haiti.
It would include 567 troops from Canada,
France, and countries in the Caribbean.
Washington has offered to contribute 350
soldiers and military engineers at a cost of
$37 million for the first six months.

Haitians oppose UN intervention force

The UN troop proposal has met with
disapproval from thousands of Haitians
awaiting the return of Aristide. Activists
from two organizations, Front for the Coun-
try’s Progress and the League for National
Resistance, rallied August 17 at the National
Pedagogical Institute in Port-au-Prince to
oppose foreign military intervention. The
Front condemned Malval for remaining si-
lent about the possible arrival of this multi-
national force.

In an effort to allay concern about this
force, Malval subsequently announced that
the U.N. troops will “enter as civilians, on
regular airline flights.... They will not
come in armed. The authorization for them
to carry guns will come from the Haitian
authorities.”

While U.S. and UN officials describe the
lifting of sanctions as a triumph for democ-
racy, repression against Haitians has contin-
ued to mount. More than 50 people have

Haitian army in Port-au-Prince. Despite the signing of accords, repression against
Haitian workers and peasants has continued to mount.

been killed in Port-au-Prince alone since
July 1, said lan Martin, human rights direc-
tor of the UN civil mission.

In Petionville, a suburb of Port-au-Prince,
heavily armed uniformed and plainclothes
police attacked a group of some 25 youthful
Aristide supporters, who had publicly an-
nounced a campaign August 16 10 put up pro-
Aristide posters and banners. They dispersed
the protesters, who were led by Rev. Yvon
Massac and Antoine lzmery, a prominent
businessman. The police then arrested the
priest and at least two others and began tear-
ing down posters as a team of UN and OAS
human-rights monitors watched. Police also
questioned freelance British reporter Michael
Tarr, who was covering the event for Reuters,

and confiscated some of his documents.

Armmy and police officers broke up a
meeting of peasants near the southern town
of Grand-Godve, killing one man and raping
a |2-year-old girl, Frank Delva, head of the
Tetabef peasant organization told a reporter
that about 35 officers armed with machetes
and sticks attacked the 100-member group,
accusing them of being communists and
carrying pictures of Aristide.

“The army has given us no guarantees.
We know they will try to crush us if we take
to the streets to support the elected govem-
ment,” a school teacher in Gonaives told the
Miami Herald in early August. “They can
try to keep knocking us down, but that will
not stop us.”

ANC apologizes for abuses in military camps,
challenges de Klerk to expose crimes of gov’t

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The African National Congress (ANC)
issued an apology for abuses of human
rights that occurred in ANC military camps
abroad in the 1980s.

The ANC also challenged South African
president F. W. de Klerk to participate in a
“truth commission” to investigate and ex-
pose abuses by all sides during the anti-
apartheid struggle and to decide on punish-
ments and compensation.

“We accept responsibility for our actions
and apologize for them,” stated ANC presi-
dent Nelson Mandela to a news conference
in Johannesburg, South Africa, August 30.
“He [de Klerk] has something to hide. We
don’t have anything to hide.

“What you must appreciate,” Mandela
told reporters, “is that the alleged abuses
were committed in a state of siege.” By
contrast, he said, the government’s “abuse
of human rights was part of a policy, part of
a system.”™ He added, “We don’t think that
it is in the interest of justice for us to punish
only a few individuals . . . when these gross
violations have been committed as part of a
systematic policy by the government of this
country.”

Allegations of abuse in ANC camps in
Angola, Zambia, and Tanzania first surfaced
in the 1980s and were publicly aired by
some exiles returning to the country in 1991.

An independent commission appointed
by the ANC 1o investigate these charges
issued its findings August 23. It reported
abuses that included torture, detention, and
the murder or execution of at least 22 people
in 3 of the 11 camps the ANC operated
abroad before the South African government
lifted its ban on the organization in 1990.

A statement released by the ANC's Na-
tional Executive Committee said, “It is es-
pecially painful for us that the heroism of
our combatants in exile should be tamished
by such unacceptable and tragic episodes.

“The violations referred to in the report
can in no way be equated to the activities of
the apartheid state, which were gross, sys-
tematic, and a product of a policy which
transgressed . . . virtually the whole range of
fundamental rights protected by interna-
tional law."”

Max Coleman, chairman of South Afri-
ca's independent Human Rights Commis-
sion, welcomed the ANC’s proposal to con-
vene a truth commission to investigate all

the crimes committed under apartheid rule.
*Before we can wipe the slate clean, we need
to know what’s on it.” he said.

Crimes by S. African government

Coleman said allegations against the
South African govemment between 1960
and 1990 included: 73 political prisoners
killed in police detention: approximately
220 political leaders assassinated by state
death squads, 120 of them since 1990: some
75,000 people detained without charge un-
der political security laws with many of
them subjected to torture: and 3.5 million
people forcibly removed from their homes,
many of them at gunpoint as part of the
apartheid system’s land grab.

“The issue of punishment should be de-
cided by a democratic government,” stated
Coleman. but “those who committed these
serious offenses, including those ANC
members named in the report, should never
be put in a position of power again."”

Meanwhile, township violence took the
life of 26-year-old U.S.-born Amy Biehl
August 25. Biehl, who was white, worked
at the predominantly Black University of the
Western Cape. She was driving three friends
to their homes in Guguletu, 900 miles south-
west of Johannesburg, when her car was
stopped by a barrage of stones. The attackers
pulled her from the car and stabbed her to
death,

Biehl had worked closely with the Afri-
can National Congress Women’s League on
various projects in the townships. The ANC
condemned the slaying as “racism in its
crudest form.”

According to the Reuters wire service,
witnesses to the slaying said some of the
attackers chanted “One settler, one bullet"”
as they stoned Biehl, a slogan raised by the
Pan Africanist Congress (PAC). Two youths
who are members of the youth wing of the
PAC were taken into custody by the police
and charged with the slaying death. The PAC
student organization, PASO, admitted the
two arrested teenagers were members of its
group, but said it was not PAC policy to kill
whites.

Negotiations mark progress

Meanwhile, negotiators from the 23 po-
litical organizations involved in multiparty
talks continue to make progress in drafting
key legislation necessary to organize South

Africa’s first-ever democratic, nonracial
elections set for April 27, 1994,

The Transitional Executive Council, In-
dependent Electoral Commission, Inde-
pendent Media Commission, and Inde-
pendent Broadcasting Authority bills are de-
signed to level the country’s political play-
ing field and provide guidelines for the elec-
toral process.

The negotiators are aiming to complete
drafts of these bills as rapidly as possible so
that they can be approved by a special ses-
sion of South Africa’s current Parliament,
tentatively scheduled to convene in mid-

September.

In other news, the African National Con-
gress has named Thabo Mbeki to the post
of ANC national chairman. Mbeki, 51, had
been in charge of directing the ANC'’s inter-
national affairs work. He replaces Oliver
Tambo, who died in April.

The South African Democratic Teachers’
Union announced August 27 that it was
suspending its two-week national strike. The
union is demanding a pay increase and an
end to layoffs. The 76,000 teachers returned
to school, pending further talks with the
govermment.

Cuba solidarity meeting set in Toronto

BY ARLENE RUBINSTEIN

DETROIT — An  International  Trade
Union Conference in Solidarity with Cuba,
set to take place October 1-3 in Toronto. is
winning new support.

Endorsements for the conference include
the United Food and Commercial Workers
Union/Canada, Ontario Public Service Em-
ployees Union, Canadian Union of Postal
Workers in Toronto, Canadian Union of
Public Employees Local 1281, Ottawa Dis-
trict Labor Council, and Ontario Secondary
School Federation District 15.

“This conference helps us build on the
victory of the Pastors for Peace Friendship-
ment in the labor movement,” said Ignacio
Meneses, an organizer of the U.S./Cuba La-
bor Exchange, one of the main sponsors of
the conference. “Trade union solidarity with
Cuba is building to a new level,” stated
Meneses. The Central Labor Council of Al-
ameda County and the San Francisco Labor
Council in northern California adopted res-
olutions in support of the caravan’s success-
ful effort to deliver humanitarian aid to
Cuba.

“It is very important to pass union reso-
lutions™ against the embargo and travel re-
strictions to Cuba, continued Meneses. This
summer the convention of the Newspaper
Guild adopted a resolution that supports
granting visas to Cuban trade unionists (o
visit the United States and urges normaliza-
tion of relations with Cuba. A resolution
adopted by the Minnesota AFL-CIO con-
vention calls for U.S.-Cuba trade; especially
in food, medicine, and housing supplies; and
urges the national AFL-CIO to support nor-
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malized relations.

Albis Nubia Fabier Ramirez, Manuel
Montero Bistilleiro, and Ange! Luis Mena
Kindeldan, all members of the Confederation
of Cuban Workers (CTC), are slated to at-
tend the October conference. The three have
been denied visas by the U.S. State Depart-
ment in the past. “We are holding the con-
ference in Toronto to break the U.S. block-
ade on ideas. But many U.S. trade unionists
will travel to Canada to participate in the
exchange of views with our sisters and
brothers from Canada and Cuba,” said
Meneses.

The U.S./Cuba Labor Exchange will also
hold the fifth “Cuba Labor Seminar” in
Havana, Cuba, November 1-15. The semi-
nar will be hosted by the CTC. In addition
to having substantial time to meet Cuban
workers and others, participants will have a
chance 1o visit work sites, including facto-
ries, hospitals, and schools. At the seminar,
U.S. and Cuban unionists will discuss the
role of unions in Cuba and the United States,
economic and social conditions in the two
countries, as well as U.S.-Cuba relations.

For more information about the Toronto
conference, contact in the United States:
U.S./Cuba Labor Exchange, PO. Box
39188, Redford, MI, 48239. In Canada con-
tact: Worker to Worker, Canada/Cuba Soli-
darity Committee, or Sarah Shartal/UFCW
at P.O. Box 407, Station P; Toronto, Ontario
MS5S 289.

Arlene Rubinstein is a member of United

Food and Commercial Workers Local 26 in
Detroit.
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Thousands rally for =

‘jobs, justice, peace’

Continued from front page

the Lincoln Memorial. “I bring expressions
of unwavering support from the entire dem-
ocratic movement” for the role played by
the civil rights struggle in the United States,
he remarked.

*“Today in South Africa, the forces of
racism and injustice are on the retreat, The
countdown to the democratic transfer of
power to the people has begun,” Radebe
said, pointing to the first-ever nonracial
elections slated for April 1994. Appealing
for support for the ANC's election cam-
paign, Radebe said, “Let's walk the last
mile to the democratic victory in South
Africa. We can only do this with your
help.”

Contingents included a group of 27 Hai-
tians from Miami protesting the Clinton ad-
ministration’s brutal policy of returning ref-
ugees to Haiti: Ethiopians marching for de-
mocracy in that country; a group of Niger-
ians with T-shirts exclaiming that Nigerian
military ruler “Babangida must go!™; and a
contingent of people opposed to Washing-
ton's embargo of Cuba.

“Civil Rights for All — Down with Im-
migrant Bashing™ read a banner from the
Latino Civil Rights Task Force in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“] was here in 1963, said Hildred Law-
rence, who works for an electronics com-
pany in Pittsburgh. *“The changes are so few
that I'm back again and this time with my
grandchildren. We need jobs. The jobs we
had are gone, and there are too many low
paying jobs,” she added.

Seven members of Amalgamated Cloth-
ing and Textile Workers Union Local 2490
from Kuppenheimer's Loganville, Georgia,
plant also traveled to the march, Following
the rally, Montine Lett, the president of the
local, who has worked at Kuppenheimer’s
for 25 years, said, I saw the march as a fight
for more jobs and equal treatment for every-
one. I'll go again. I think we need more
marches.”

“I came to protest racism and injustice
and to check out the political dialogue,”
said Brock Satter, one of two members of
the Africana Student Cultural Center at
the University of Minnesota who drove to
Washington. Students from dozens of fra-
ternities and sororities tumed out, along
with thousands of other young people
who came with family members or on
their own. Many saw the connection to
the 1963 march as “history in the mak-
ing,” as Rosemine Occean, a 19-year-old
Black student from Connecticut College
put it.

All working people “have to show our
solidarity. So let’s get marching!” said
striking coal miner Gary Anderson from
Clarington, Ohio, as his contingent assem-
bled near the Washington monument. “To-
day shows how much things have changed
over the years. It used 10 be that the two

races were fighting. Now we're more
united.”

Coal miners’ contingent

Seven hundred striking coal miners at-
tended the march. The miners came from
West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, and Ohio. The more than three-
month-long strike involves 17,000 coal min-
ers in seven states.

“When you are a coal miner,” said
UMWA member Aaron Martin, “you don't
care what color your skin is. You're a
brother.”

The coal miners” contingent drew atten-
tion and support from other march partici-
pants. After a brief discussion with miners,
a group of four NAACP members shouted
their support 1o the strike and promised to
spread the word.

Teresa McKensie and Linda Lester were
among the first women to work under-
ground. McKensie, a member of Local 7170
at a Pittston mine in Virginia, said of the
demonstration, “We needed it. We're for
equality for all. Women miners are a minor-
ity, too. We know how it is.”

UMWA president Richard Trumka was a
featured speaker at the rally at the Washing-
ton Monument before the march began.
“Wherever people stand up to racism, sex-
ism, and bigotry, that’s where you'll find the
United Mine Workers,” Trumka said.

“The reason why 17,000 coal miners are
on strike today is no different than the reason
why a quarter of a million other Americans
marched in this city 30 years ago. Whether
it's 1963 or 1993, the equation remains the
same. It's that racism, prejudice, and any-
thing else that divides us serve the interests
of the boss.”

Commenting on President Bill Clinton’s
immigration policies, UAW Local 442
member Yvonne Witte of Webster City,
lowa, said “l don’t think immigrants are
stealing jobs. They are being exploited by
the companies that bring them here. They
have a right to look for work. Everyone
deserves a chance for a decent life."”

Speakers at the rally

A host of officials from civil rights orga-
nizations and trade unions, along with doz-
ens of Democratic party politicians spoke at
the rally. They included New York mayor
David Dinkins; Coretta Scott King, presi-
dent of The Martin Luther King Jr. Center
for Non-Violent Social Change; Southem
Christian Leadership Conference president
Joseph Lowery: AFL-CIO president Lane
Kirkland; NAACP executive director Ben-
jamin Chavis; National Organization for
Women (NOW) president Patricia Ireland:
UAW president Owen Bieber: American
Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees (AFSCME) president Gerald
McEntee; Democratic Party politician Jesse
Jackson; National Urban League president

Militant/Chris Hoeppner
An enthusiastic crowd of 15,000 Cubans greeted members of U.S.-Cuba
Friendshipment caravan August 25 in Havana. Rally celebrated release of school
bus seized July 29 in Laredo, Texas, after a 23-day hunger strike. Reyv. Lucius
Walker, founder of Pastors for Peace, pledged to “redouble efforts to end the U.S.
trade embargo and organize a third U.S.-Cuba Friendshipment caravan in Febru-
ary 1994.” The caravan donated more than 100 tons of humanitarian aid to Cuba.
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John Jacob: and a variety of religious fig-
ures.

Lani Guinier, whose nomination for as-
sistant attorney general for civil rights
sparked nationwide debate on affirmative
action and voting rights before it was with-
drawn by the Clinton administration, was
also welcomed.

Presenting a central theme of march or-
ganizers, Coretta Scott King called for “a
new coalition of conscience™ of the labor
movement and civil rights organizations to
win passage of legislation to address press-
ing social problems,

“There is still too much racism and pov-
erty,” she said. While the Clinton adminis-
tration opens “the possibility of a new era,”
pressure needs to be placed on the White
House to accomplish legislative goals.

King called for “a social contract between
government, management, and labor to pro-
vide decent jobs.™

Rosa Parks, whoin 1955 refused to give up
her seat on a bus, touching off the Montgom-
ery, Alabama, bus boycott, one of the first bat-
tles of the civil rights movement, needed no
explanatory introduction. She was greeted
with a massive round of applause.

The demand for jobs that was presented
in mosi speeches was built around opposi-
tion to NAFTA and making U.S. workers
more “‘competitive.” “We must recognize
that American-made products mean Ameri-
can jobs,” said Jessica Looman of Frontlash,
the AFL-CIO youth group.

Several speakers echoed calls by Presi-
dent Clinton to increase the use of police to
deal with crime and “violence in our neigh-
borhoods.”

“Brothers keep Kkilling brothers,” said
AFSCME president McEntee. “If our gov-
ernment can send Rangers to Somalia to
hunt down a warlord, then we want them to
send the same kind of forces into our cities™
to gel drug dealers.

McEntee and others urged support for the
Clinton administration’s moves to reshape
health care. *We don’t know exactly what
President Clinton will propose,” he said,
“but we know that it will be better than what
we have.”

Fight against police brutality

NAACP executive director Chavis was
one of the best-received speakers. Reciting
a list of civil rights and Black rights fighters,
Chavis's “Long live the memory of Mal-
colm X" brought one of the biggest rounds
of applause of the day,

“We are here,” said Chavis, "to let the
forces of racism and exploitation know that
we do not intend to let anyone or anything

Militant/Arthur Hughes
NAACP youth contingent at August 28 march. Many young people attended rally.

turn us around. We will not rest until every
African-American, every Latino-American,
every Anglo-American, every Asian- and
Pacific-Islander-American, every Native
American and until every American is
treated fairly and justly.”

Chavis slammed racist cop brutality in
Los Angeles and skinhead violence in
Washington state.

Pointing to the case of death row inmate
Gary Graham in Texas, Chavis said, “We
call for the total abolition of capital punish-
ment, We in the civil rights movement will
not tolerate it.” This brought roars of ap-
proval from many assembled at the rally.

Chavis called for going from “protest 1o
politics to economics. We must now move
to desegregate Wall Street and the corporate
suites,” he said.,

A few other speakers referred to the fight
against police brutality. Midway through
the program, however, emcee William
Lucy, president of the Coalition of Black
Trade Unionists, introduced *“the woman
who stepped up to the plate in Waco, Attor-
ney General Janet Reno.” Reno and Clinton,
were the government officials who ordered
the FBI raid against the Branch Davidian
compound in Waco. Texas. which ended up
in a massacre.

Reno joined the march alongside Jesse
Jackson.

Orientation to youth

One theme of the march was “passing the
torch of leadership™ to younger generations.
Leaders of youth sections of the NAACP.
AFL-CIO, NOW, Malcolm X Cultural Ed-
ucation Center, and others were promi-
nently introduced and given time to speak.

Chavis emphasized the youth recruitment
effort, saying, “To all of the young people
who are here . .. we need you 1o win new
victories for the freedom movement.”

The march was preceded by a “Univer-
sity on the Mall," a series of workshops
attended by 200 young people.

Reflecting the fact that the leaderships
of the trade unions and civil rights organi-
zations have less and less weight in the
decisions and calculations of the White
House and Democratic Party, Clinton de-
clined to meet with march organizers,
claiming he would just be returning from
vacation.

Maceo Dixon from Boston; Ellen Havwood
from Atlanta; Bernie Senter from Morgan-
town, West Virginia: Bill Scheer from Pitts-
burgh; and Maurice Williams from Des
Moines, lowa, contributed to this article.

Miami caravanistas speak against U.S. embargo

BY DAN FEIN

MIAMI — Members of the second U.S.-
Cuba Friendshipment caravan are beginning
to give reportbacks on their experiences and
the fight against the U.S. embargo of Cuba.

In mid-August Roberto Alacea appeared
on WMNF's radio talk show in Tampa, Flor-
ida. Susan Fernandez, who arranged a meet-
ing in St. Petersburg as the caravan was
heading toward Laredo, Texas, spoke on
radio WFLA, also based in Tampa, on a
three-hour call-in program in mid-August.

Alacea is now arranging speaking en-
gagements in classes at South Florida Uni-
versity and Ekhart College where professors
opposed to the U.S. embargo teach. A public
meeting in Tampa is planned for September.

Miami caravanistas will also participate in
the program.

This reporter has spoken twice at the
Friday evening meetings of Veye-Yo, a Hai-
tian rights organization in Miami.

Many people in South Florida know of
the caravan from the television coverage on
channels 7 and 10, which sent reporters to
accompany the caravan while in Cuba. The
stations began daily reports for a week after
returning from Cuba.

Students at the University of Florida at
Gainesville are organizing for a slide show
and reportback by Miami caravanistas in
September.

Dan Fein was a Friendshipment driver from
Miami.



Letters urge parole for framed-up activist

Mark Curtis, a unionist and political ac-
tivist was the victim of a frame-up and
beating by the police in Des Moines, lowa.
He was convicted on false charges of sexual
assault and burglary in September 1988 and
is currently serving a 25-year sentence.
Since his arrest, thousands of workers, farm-
ers, students, and fighters for democratic
rights around the world have demanded jus-
tice for Mark Curtis.

Below are excerpts from some of the
dozens of letters received in response to the
Parole Now! campaign launched in June by
supporters of the Mark Curtis Defense Com-
mittee to demand his release. To send a letter
urging parole for Curtis, write the lowa State
Board of Parole at: Capitol Annex, 523 East
12th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319. Send
copies to the Mark Curtis Defense Commuit-
tee at: P.O. Box 1048, Des Moines, IA
50311, or call (515) 264-1695; fax (515)
243-9869.

Winston Rubie
President Local 846
International Association of
Machinists

Baltimore, Maryland

Now that Mr. Curtis has served the time
required by the state for his conviction on
sexual assault, it seems only reasonable and
compassionate to grant him an immediate

parole from the lesser and seemingly ancil-
lary charge of burglary. Mr. Curtis has been
a model prisoner, whose behavior and coop-
eration with the authorities is unquestion-
able, except for his refusal to participate in
the SOTP [Sex Offenders’ Treatment Pro-
gram| which he considers a coercion for the
admission of guilt. He believes in his inno-
cence, and still has hope in our system of
Justice.

Militant/Margrethe Siem
Curtis’s supporters win hearing from fellow fighters at Southern Christian Leadership
Conference convention in Washington, D.C., August 26.

Rev. Joseph Fahy,
Hispanic Apostolate
Catholic Archdiocese
Atlanta, Georgia

I strongly recommend that Mr. Mark Cur-
tis be immediately granted parole since the
sentence of the crime for which he was
accused has now expired. | believe several
weighty reasons counsel the immediate pa-

Prison guards fired for abusing inmates

BY RUTH GRAY

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — A minis-
terial inquiry has revealed widespread vio-
lence against inmates by officers in New
Zealand prisons.

The inquiry was ordered by the minister of
justice, Doug Graham, after 17 prison offi-
cers at Mangaroa Prison in Hawkes Bay were
suspended in April amid allegations of as-
saults on inmates. Twelve officers were sub-
sequently dismissed following an investiga-
tion.

The assaults occurred in response 10 an al-
leged attack on a guard by a prisoner in Janu-
ary. In retaliation, “all inmates in that particu-
lar area were systematically beaten, and in
cases, left naked outside in secure yards and
subjected to ongoing assaults over a four-day
period,"” the investigation found. The report
added that “it comes as little surprise that the
officers have decided not to be truthful in
their answers when interviewed.”

The ministerial inquiry released its find-
ings July 21. The 92-page report revealed
that the January beatings were not an isolat-
ed incident at the prison. “*“What was consid-
ered unusual by those at Mangaroa,” it said,
“was that these illicit beatings became un-

controlled, spilling over into unprovoked
attacks on other inmates and extending the
assaults over several days.”

‘Designated hitters’

The inquiry revealed the existence of a
squad of guards known by the softball term
“designated hitters.” Sanctioned by senior
prison officials, the squad was used to pun-
ish prisoners through beatings. Similar
squads exist at other prisons throughout the
country, the inquiry found.

In June, an investigation was announced
into Wellington Prison after an intermal in-
quiry found allegations of beatings to be
“serious and worthy of closer scrutiny.”

The ministerial inquiry cited other inci-
dents of abuse of prisoners by prison offi-
cers. These included arbitrarily withdrawing
privileges, the misuse of confidential infor-
mation, transfers away from a prisoner’s
home region, theft, and organizing inmates
to assault other prisoners,

The main recommendation of the inquiry
is to set up a Prison Complaints Authority
for those incarcerated.

The 12 officers dismissed from Mangaroa
Prison have been protesting their dismissal.

New Zealand youth protest cop violence

BY MIKE PETERS

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand — Up
to 150 people marched here August 13 to
protest police violence. Carrying placards
with slogans such as “Save our children
from police brutality” and “Our country.
Whose police?" the mainly young demon-
strators circled a police kiosk in Cathedral
Square, the city center. A portable sound
system loudly played the police’s television
advertising theme tune: “He Ain't Heavy,
He's My Brother.”

The protest was organized in response to
the actions of Christchurch police when they
closed down a dance party attended by sever-
al hundred young people in a rented ware-
house early in the morning, July 18. The po-
lice claimed that the party was a “fire risk.”

Those attending the party described the
aggressive and violent methods used by the
police to disperse them. People were
pushed, abused, dragged, and beaten. At one
stage, police dogs were brought in and a
number of people were bitten. Several of the
most violent incidents were captured on film
by a television crew.

Thirty-one people were arrested, al-
though only nine subsequently faced charg-
es. Those taken into custody deseribe being
strip-searched and denied blankets, phone
calls, and medication.

More than 40 complaints have now been

filed with the Police Complaints Authority
— an internal police review body.

The police actions drew an immediate
response. Thirty-five people picketed the
Christchurch District Court July 19. Another
picket two days later was followed by a
public meeting that night attended by more
than 140 people.

The Civil Rights Action and Information
Group was set up o organize protests, assist
those facing charges, and coordinate the
filing of official complaints,

A third courthouse picket July 23 involv-
ing 150 people turned into a spontaneous
march on the central police station.

Among those who addressed the march-
ers August 13 were a representative of the
Council for Civil Liberties, Labour Party
member of Parliament Lianne Dalziel, pro-
test organizers, and representatives of the
Communist League and Communist Party.

Several march participants attended an
open house that evening sponsored by the
Militant Labour Forum at the Pathfinder
bookshop. Protest organizer Richard Arach-
nid and Carmen Bain, Communist League
candidate for Christchurch Central in the
upcoming general election, spoke.

Mike Peters is a member of the New Zealand
Engineers Union at Toyota assembly plant
in Christchurch, New Zealand.

The group to which they belong, the Public
Service Association (PSA), has been vocal
in supporting them.

Responding to criticism of the existence of
“designated hitter” squads, PSA official Alan
Millar reported that every prison has these
“control teams” to discipline inmates. The
problem at Mangaroa was that the officers as-
signed to this task were “ill-trained and ill-
led,” he said.

The prison guards also gained backing
from some members of Parliament. Graham
responded that prison officers “should not
take the law into their own hands.”

The debate around treatment of prisoners
comes as legislation is being put through
Parliament to allow prisons and prison-es-
cort services to be privately run. The number
of prisoners in New Zealand has risen by 60
percent over the past six years.

role of Mr. Curtis at this time.

Mr. Curtis has consistently maintained
his innocence of the crime for which has
been sentenced: considerable convincing
evidence has been alleged that Mr. Curtis
was falsely accused and sentenced; the se-
vere physical beating he endured when ar-
rested — a court of law declared in January
1992 that the version of the police concern-
ing said beating was “not credible”’; and the
exemplary conduct of Mr. Curtis during his
years of incarceration.

Jackie Vaughn III
Michigan State Senator
Associate President Pro Tem of
the Senate

Chairperson, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Commission

Lansing, Michigan

I would like to take this opportunity to re-
quest that you give thoughtful and eamest
consideration to the parole petition of Mr.
Mark Curtis. Mr. Curtis is currently impris-
oned at the Bennett Correctional Center in
Fort Madison, lowa. On June 18 of this year
Mr. Curtis completed his term of imprison-
ment for his conviction of sexual abuse, and
now remains in prison only for the charge of
burglary. This charge was added several
months after his arrest.

Mr. Curtis has maintained his innocence of
all charges and his appeals are current. He has
sustained a record of good conduct while in-
carcerated, and he has engendered a great
deal of public support. I hope you will weigh
these important factors carefully when mak-
ing your decision on his parole request.

Kevin Dunlea
Essex, England

I would like to take the opportunity to
express my views about your consideration
for parole for Mark Curtis. | am convinced
that he is an innocent man and has spent far
too long in jail for crimes, I believe, he did
not do. Saying that, he has now completed
the state’s required time for one of the
charges. Look at his good work record in
this time and his conduct throughout. This
must all help in his case for parole.

I am only one of many people who wish
10 see justice come to Mark Curtis. Like
him, | am a committed trade unionist only
trying 1o help other working people if they
are in need. If parole would be granted, I'm
sure he can further prove his innocence. 1
await your judgment with keen interest.

Rightists attack Sydney bookshops

BY DOUG COOPER

SYDNEY, Australia — Swastikas and
right-wing threats were spray painted across
the front of the Pathfinder Bookshop in
Surry Hills in the evening of August 30.
Supporters of the bookshop are calling on
defenders of democratic rights to protest this
rightist vandalism.

Along with the swastikas, the graffiti
read, “Beta Dead than Red!" and “"Commies
out.”

The bookshop carries the works of revo-
lutionary and working-class leaders such as
Nelson Mandela, Ernesto Che Guevara,
Malcolm X, Karl Marx, and V. 1. Lenin;
titles on trade union and other labor strug-
gles; as well as on the origins of women’s
oppression,

Bob Aiken, Pathfinder Bookshop manag-
er, described the act as “an example of
ultrarightist attacks taking place here and
around the world, which are aimed at intim-
idating and ultimately terrorizing working
people as a whole—immigrants, Aborigi-
nes, trade unionists, and others—from ex-
pressing political ideas and speaking out in
defense of their rights.”

Aiken is calling on the mayor of South
Sydney, Councillor Vic Smith, and the local
council to speak out against this politically
motivated act of vandalism. Supporters of
the bookshop are also pushing for the police
to conduct a serious investigation of the
incident.

This attack comes less than a month after
an arson attack on another political book-
shop in Sydney. Black Rose Anarchist
Books in Newtown, a well-known radical
bookshop and anarchist meeting place, was
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the victim of an arson attack at 4:00 a.m.,
August 5. Flammable liquid was poured
through the mail slot in the front door and
then lit with a crude fuse, according to Nick
Revenic, a member of the Black Rose Col-
lective. No one claimed responsibility.

A passerby called the fire brigade, but the
fire destroyed a square meter of carpet and
spread to a nearby desk before they arrived.
The entire shop and inventory were dam-
aged by soot and smoke although only one
book was singed by the flames.

Collective members said in an interview
that they suspected racists, new to the neigh-
borhood, who have harassed nearby Thai
takeaway restaurants.

An emergency solidarity appeal was dis-
tributed August 7 at a Hiroshima Day rally
and march. Solidarity also came from Bris-
bane, 1,000 kilometers (620 miles) to the
north. Some $200 has been raised toward
repairing the damage and a benefit concert
has been scheduled for September 10.

In a solidarity message from the Pathfind-
er Bookshop, Bob Aiken said, “"Such attacks
are designed to intimidate those who are
active in the fight against injustice and for
the rights of the oppressed. They need to be
protested vigorously by all those who sup-
port progressive causes.

“Demanding that the government serious-
ly investigate the crime and prosecute those
responsible is an important part of defending
the democratic rights and the room for politi-
cal activity of all working people.”

Doug Cooper is a member of the National

Union of Workers and works at the Weston
Biscuit Co. in Sydney.
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Boston socialists fight
exclusion from ballot

BY RUSSELL DAVIS

BOSTON — Despite substantial evi-
dence that this city’s voter registration re-
cords are in a state of disarray and that the
procedures used to check nomination peti-
tions are deeply flawed, a Suffolk County
judge recently rejected a request from the
Socialist Workers campaign committee for
an injunction to prevent the printing of bal-
lots for the September 21st primary elec-
tions.

Maceo Dixon, Socialist Workers candi-
date for mayor, and Jason Coughlin, city
councilor District 3 candidate, were ruled
off the ballot in spite of the thousands of
signatures the candidates and their support-
ers have collected. Dixon turned in over
6,000 signatures and Coughlin more than
470 — twice the legal requirement of 3,000
and 200 respectively.

“The decision made by the Boston Elec-
tion Commission (BEC) has little to do with
how many signatures our campaign turned
in,” Dixon explained. “Instead, it is a cold-
blooded political decision by the city gov-
emment in Boston to shut out points of view
it disagrees with.”

Karen Ray, Socialist Workers candidate
for city councilor at-large, has been certified
to appear on the ballot. “This is a tremen-
dous victory,” Coughlin said. “It’s the first
time in 10 years a Socialist Workers candi-
date has appeared on the ballot in Boston. It
shows the potential we have to push back
attempts to keep our ideas out of the city
elections.”

Voter registration scandal

An ongoing discussion on ballot access
has been prominently featured in Boston’s
major media for the past several weeks. This
discussion was sparked by revelations about
the city’s inaccurate voter registration rolls
and the effect this had on several mayoral
candidates” ability to get on the ballot.

Of the eleven mayoral candidates who
collected signatures to qualify for a spot on
the ballot, two dropped out of the race
because they felt they could not meet the
requirements. Four others — including Dix-
on— were told by the Boston Election
Commission that initial counts of their sig-
natures indicated they would not appear on
the ballot. Several days later three of the
candidates — City Councilor Bruce Boll-
ing, former journalist Christopher Lydon,

—SOCIALIST CAMPAIGN IN THE NEWS

and Dorchester attorney Diane Moriarity
were certified for the ballot after election
officials conducted a second count of the
nomination signatures.

Newspaper articles revealed that the BEC
dropped 60,000 voters from its registration
rolls this year. Most of those dropped were
from Black or Latino areas of Boston. This
was the result of a voter “census™ carried out
by the city. Those who didn’t return verifi-
cation cards received in the mail were auto-
matically taken off the city’s voter rolls.

An opinion column in the Boston Herald,
entitled, “*Archaic voting laws a threat to can-
didates” railed against the BEC’s nomination
procedures. It pointed out that the signature
requirements for mayoral candidates were
too high, and that restrictions that prevent a
voter from signing more than one candidates’
nominating petition are prohibitive.

The socialist candidates have vowed to
continue to expose the undemocratic nature
of Boston's election laws and registration
methods while presenting the only working-
class perspective in the city’s electoral con-
test. Despite the BEC's recent decision and
moves by some event organizers to exclude
him, Maceo Dixon continues to be invited
to candidate debates and activities.

At a campaign rally on August 21, Dix-

Boston Socialist Workers mayoral candidate Maceo Dixon campaigns at August 28

march on Washington, D.C.

on stated, “The fact that Karen Ray was
placed on the ballot is evidence of the huge
hearing our campaign continues to get. The
crisis facing working people and farmers

in Boston and around the world is not
going to disappear, just as the need for
working-class solutions to this crisis will
not go away.”

Communist League begins campaign in Canada

BY ROBERT SIMMS

TORONTO — “The campaign by the
Ontario New Democratic Party government
against so-called medicare fraud is pan of
the employers’ drive to cut medicare and
other social services, and blame immigrants
for the economic crisis and government def-
icit,”” said auto worker and Communist
League candidate Susan Berman to an Au-
gust 22 meeting to launch the Communist
League’s federal election campaign.

The Conservative Party government is
nearing the end of its five-year legal man-
date. Prime Minister Kim Campbell is ex-
pected to schedule a federal election for
October. This campaign will take place as
the Canadian economy sinks deeper into
depression and governments at all levels
carry out unprecedented cutbacks in health
care, education, welfare, unemployment in-
surance, and other services needed by work-

ing people.
The Communist League is fielding six

candidates throughout Canada. Machinist
Tony Di Felice is Berman's running mate
in Toronto. Steelworker Joe Young and
auto worker Bonita Murdock are the Com-
munist League candidates in Vancouver,
British Columbia. In Montreal, steelworker
Michel Dugré and auto worker Rosemary
Ray are running on the Communist League
ticket.

Berman pointed out that the New Demo-
cratic Party (NDP) government released its
report on medicare fraud after announcing
that it intended to cut 140,000 immigrants
and refugees from medicare services.

“The government says immigrants from
Third World countries and U.S. citizens are
stealing by coming across the border and
getting ‘illegal’ health care such as appen-
dectomies,” Berman said. “They say they
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Ms. Farley
seeks seat
as Socialist

By Roy Williams
News staff writer

Frances Farley, a Socialist Work-

Socialist
seeks seat
on council

By Roy Williams
News staff writer

Calling himsell a man who will

ers Party member active in the fight
for abortion rights, has announced
her candidacy for the Birmingham
City Council.

Ms. Farley, 40, is seeking the Dis-
trict 8 seat held by Councilman
Roosevelt Bell.

Council elections will be held Oct.
12.

District 8 includes Ensley, East
Thomas, and parts of the Five Points
West area.

A member of Alabamians for
Choice, Ms. Farley helped protect
abortion operators against Operation
Rescue’s blockade attempts in Jack-
son, Miss. last month.

“The counter mobilization taking
place in Jackson and other cities de-
serves the support of the labor
movement, youth, fighters for black
rights and all who slruggle for pro-
gressive cban%:;' she said,

If elected, Ms. Farley pledged to
actively protect the city’s abortion
clinics. “The city should take a
strong stand on the side of a woman’s
right to choose,” she said,

Ms. Farley said she opposes Sum-
mit Medical Center's protest asking
the federal Eovemmenl to not issue
community block funds to Birming-

Frances Farley

ham because of inadequate protec-
tion against abortion foes.

“We need more money, not less,”
she said.

Ms. Farley is employed by US.
Steel in Fairfield and is a member of
United Steel Workers Local 2122, She
said as a council member she will
speak out for union rights.

She also pledged to be a voice for
the working class who would be af-
fected by President Clinton's pro-
posed cutbacks in Medicare and So-
cial Security.

“The working people shouldn't
have to pay for the deficit,” Ms. Far-
ley said. “We oppose all taxes, in-
cluding Birmingham’s sales tax and
the proposed gasoline tax."”

If elected, she also will push for
more federal and state money l give
more people access to affordable
housing and help the homeless in Bir-
mingham, Ms, Farley said.

Ms. Farley, who is married to John
Hawkins, lives in Ensley.

speak out for the working class, Shel-
ton McCrainey of the Socialist Work-
ers Party has announced his candi-
dacy for the Birmingham City
Council.

McCrainey, 45, said he is seeking
the District 4 seat currently held by
Councilman Aldrich Gunn.

City council elections will take
place Oct. 12.

District 4 includes Inglenook,
North Birmingham, Kingston, Colle-
geville, Woodlawn, Airport Hills and
North Avordale.

“I offer an alternative to the Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties,” he
said. "The workers' perspective has
been lacking in solidarity in govern-
ment here.”

McCrainey. who works at Pemco
Aeroplex, is a member of United
Auto Workers Local 1155. He said as
a councilman he would be a voice for
union rights, particularly those in-
volved in the United Mine Workers of
America’s ongoing strike against the
Bituminous Coal Operators Associa-
tion.

“What the miners are fighting for
is just and reasonable — job secu-
rity, union recognition, and no take
backs in medical care and other ben-
efits,” he said. “That alone is reason
enough for trade unionists, youth and

Shelton McCrainey

fighters for black. women'’s and dem-
ocratic rights throughout the area to
step up our support of the miners”

McCrainey, who participated in
the 8 -month long strike by United
Steelworkers of America Local 9226
against Trinity Industries in Besse-
mer, said the preparedness for battle
by unions is more important today
than ever before.

“Those companies most severely
affected are challenging the unions
more directly,” he said. “More and
more the capitalists who own these
outfits are resorting to rougher meth-
ods. Increasingly the cops intervene
against strikers, while private gun
thugs use force and violence to break
unions.”

1f elected, McCrainey said he will
also work to protect a woman's right
lo an abortion. He said he helped pro-
tect abortion clinics against Opera-
tion Rescue’s protests in Jackson,
Miss., last month.

McCrainey lives in Avondale and
has four children: Heshimu, 19, Dan-
nelle, 16, Kenisha, 14, and Patrick,
13.
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want to prevent misuse of medicare by es-
tablishing ID cards with your personal his-
tory on microchips.

“These police tactics are aimed at work-
ing people to get us 1o think that government
health care is a privilege and not a right,”
Berman continued. “But quality health care
is never a problem for the rich. They can get
it anytime, anywhere. in any country — and
they do.

“The whole idea of “illegal” health care is
inhuman and absurd,” said Berman. The
Communist League proposes an expansion
of the health-care system. Working people
should be able to walk into any medical
facility without a card and get the care we
need. Canada’s borders should be open 1o
immigrants and refugees who should re-
ceive the same services as anyone ¢else. More
doctors should be trained to provide care in
every comer of Canada and around the
world.

“Despite its economic difficulties that's
what socialist Cuba does,” continued Ber-
man. “If health care was centered on peo-
ple’s needs and not profits for the drug and
medical industry. then we could do that here
too.”

“Prime Minister Kim Campbell, Liberal
Party leader Jean Chretien. New Democratic
Party leader Audrey McLaughlin, the lead-
ers of the Reform Party and the Bloc
Quebecois will be making a lot of prom-
ises,” stated Berman. “This is not what the
Communist League campaign is all about.

“Our campaign is about joining with all
those who are fighting back. Wherever there
is a picket line of striking workers, or a
protest against racism or cop brutality, or
young people defending abortion clinics
from rightists trying to shut them down, the
Communist League candidates will be
there,” she said.

Community college student Selvi
Cakmak. who recently decided to campaign
with the Communist League candidates,
also spoke at the meeting.

“When | grew up in Turkey | faced dis-
crimination as a Kurdish person,” she said.
“Now that I'm living here I want to do
something.”

Cakmak described her experiences in dis-
tributing the campaign newspaper, the Mil-
itant, to striking coal miners in the United
States, and in joining abortion rights fighters
on the streets of Cleveland to defend clinics
against right-wing antiabortion forces. She
described her participation in the fight in
Toronto against racist violence against im-
migrants.

“All these struggles here and all over the
world are linked up,” she said. *T want to
help the Communist League campaign so
people can leamn that injustice everywhere
comes from capitalism.”
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Ireland team Kkicks off drive

BY IAN GRANT
AND JOYCE FAIRCHILD

DUBLIN, Ireland — A four-per-
son team of Militant supporters
spent nine days in Ireland August
20-28 selling the socialist press and
Pathfinder books.

The team spoke to workers on
strike here. It visited trade unionists
at the Dupont chemical factory in
Derry and activists challenging
state frame-ups in Belfast, both in
the six counties in the North occu-
pied by Britain. It also interviewed
representatives of Sinn Fein and
abortion rights campaigners. Part of
the team met with the family of
republican  prisoner  Brendan
Donaghy, and visited him in Long
Kesh prison, scene of the 1981 hun-
ger strikes.

*Qur goal was to find out how
workers, both in the 26 counties of
the Irish Republic, and 6 counties
of Northem Ireland, are facing the
growing economic and social crisis
affecting workers everywhere in the
world today,” said Tony Hunt, an
engineering worker and member of
the Amalgamated Engineering and
Electrical Union living in Sheffield,
England.

“In Dublin, people’s eyes opened
wide when they saw the material on
the stall,” said Joyce Fairchild, an
airline catering worker and member
of the Transport and General Work-
ers Union based in London. “We
discussed world politics with peo-
ple from all walks of life, all ages.
and several nationalities almost
nonstop for four or five hours.”

Team members sold 38 copies
of the Militant and | renewal sub-
scription, along with copies of the
Communist Manifesto, books by
Malcolm X, and the Pathfinder
pamphlet Che Guevara and the
Fight for Socialism in Cuba To-
day.

“Young people are especially
keen to discuss abortion rights,”
continued Fairchild, “and have
gained confidence from the advanc-
es won as a result of the *X case’ in
1992, where demonstrations by thou-
sands helped reverse an attempt by
Irish courts to prevent a 14-year-old
woman from traveling to Britain for
an abortion.

“But rightist forces are mobilized
too,” Fairchild stated. At one point
our book stall was harassed by
members of Youth Defence, an an-
tiabortion organization whose tac-
tics aim to intimidate free speech
and broader discussion among
workers and youth.™

In Belfast city center, where pe-
destrian areas are patrolled by
armed British soldiers in combat
dress, the team sold 4 copies of the
Militant in less than an hour. During
the three days the team spent in
Belfast several bombs exploded, a
Royal Ulster Constabulatory
(RUC) armored vehicle was the tar-
get of a rocket attack, and Loyalist

paramilitary units launched an at-
tack on a bar playing Irish music.
In Derry the team set up a stall
near the shopping center. “One
young worker we spoke to ex-
plained he wanted the Militant
because he was particularly inter-
ested in the U.S. miners’ strike and
the paper’s international cover-

age.” stated Hunt, *“The shopping
area was constantly patrolled by
the British army and the RUC po-
lice, reminding us that although
it's been 21 years since 13 civil
rights demonstrators were gunned
down by the British army in these
streets on ‘Bloody Sunday,’ the
forces of occupation still remain.”

* * *

Around the world, distributors of
the Militant, Perspectiva Mundial,
and New International, like those
who traveled to Ireland recently,
have begun a 10-week international
sales drive, which started August 28
to win new readers to the working-
class publications.

As we go to press, the drive is
just underway. The scoreboard in
next week's issue will report results
from the first week of the campaign.

Initial sales reports have started
to trickle in from various cities.
Gary Boyers in Detroit reports
that distributors there are off to a
strong start, with 14 Militant and
2 Perspectiva Mundial subscrip-
tions sold already. Detroit support-
ers who participated in the August
28 march on Washington sold 4
subscriptions there, including one
to a Vietnamese vendor and anoth-

er 1o a group of students from Bra-
zil.

Single issues sales campaign

To complement and reinforce the
subscription effort, distributors will
launch a single-issue sales cam-
paign in mid-September. Both these
efforts increasingly grow out of the

Militant/Arthur Hughes
Promoting special offer to Militant — subscription and copy of Mal-
colm X Talks to Young People for $15, at march on Washington.

involvement of Militanr supporters
in a wide variety of political actiy-
ities.

Dozens of subscriptions were
sold at the August 28 march. Mi-
ami supporters sold 2 of them,
along with 20 single issues of the
paper.

Militant supporters who were
drivers on the recent Friendship-
ment caravan to Cuba sold 26 sub-
scriptions to opponents of the U.S.
government’s blockade of that
country.

In Des Moines, lowa, the drive
started off with a bang, with | New
International, 2 PMs, and |1 Mili-
tant subs reported sold already.
Some of these sales were a product
of reaching out rapidly to students
on campuses that have just opened
in the area.

Supporters will note that local
goals do not yet add up to the inter-
national targets. Distributors in lo-
cal areas are encouraged to discuss
raising their goals.

A reminder to distributors: To
have the most recent figures from
your area included on the chan,
subscriptions must be received in
the business office by 12 noon EDT
each Tuesday.
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Now Available

Special August issue of
International Socialist Review
¢ Pathfinder’s 1994 publishing program
e New opportunities to distribute Pathfinder books
¢ Printshop expansion extends reach of working-class

movement
® 65 years of the Militant
¢ and much more!

Single copy $1.50

International rates; Australia, $2.00; Belgium, BF60; Canada, $2.00;
France FF10; Iceland, Kr150; New Zealand, $2.50; Sweden, Kri2;

UK, £1.00

Individuals who want to help circulate the special issue can order
five or more copies for $1.10 ecach.
To order contact the Militant at 410 West St., New York, NY

10014 or call (212) 243-6392.
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ACTWU — Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union; AEEU — Amalgamated Engineering and
Blectrical Workers Uinion; AMEU — Automotive, Metal and Engineering Union; CAW — Canadian Auto
Workers; EU — Engineers Union, FPU— Food Preservers Union; IAM — International Association of
Machinists; ILGWU — International Ladies” Garment Workers' Union; MWU — Meat Workers Union;
NUM — National Union of Mineworkers; NUW — National Union of Workers: OCAW — Oil. Chemical
and Atomic Workers; RMT — Rail, Maritime, and Transport Workers: TGWU — Transport and General
Workers Union; UAW — United Auto Workers; UFBGWU — United Food, Beverage and General
Workers Union; UFCW — United Food and Commercial Workers: UMWA — United Mine Workers of
America; USWA — United Steelworkers of America; UTU — United Transportation Union
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Forums discuss political opemngs in Iran

BY GREG McCARTAN

WASHINGTON, D. C. — Several dozen
young people and political activists attended
meetings sponsored by the Militant Labor
Forum here and in Baltimore to discuss
recent political developments in Central
Asia with Ma’mud Shirvani.

Shirvani is the coauthor of the introduction
to the new Pathfinder book, 7o See the Dawn:
Baku, 1920 — First Congress of the Peoples
of the East. Held August 21 and 22, both
meetings were built as celebrations of the
publication of the book. Shirvani was visiting
the area as a part of national speaking tour.

“The historic conference was held in
Baku, Azerbaijan, in 1920, during the first
years of the Russian revolution,” Shirvani
said. “There, working-class leaders of in-
dustrialized countries met as equals with
representatives of the oppressed peoples of
colonial countries of the East to map out a
common strategy for the emancipation of
the toilers of the world. The perspective laid
out at that conference can help fighters see
the road forward in the unfolding political
situation in the world today.”

Shirvani has traveled extensively in the
region of Central Asia, most recently to
attend the sixth international Tehran Book
Fair. Along with a team representing Path-
finder, he also visited Baku.

A dozen activists who are native to Iran
and had been involved in political activity
in that country attended the forum here.
They, along with others at the forum, wel-
comed the slide show Shirvani presented as
part of the program because of what it
showed about the new political openings in
Iran and the Central Asian Republics. The
slides depict the large Pathfinder booth at
the Tehran Book Fair and the many discus-
sions on Pathfinder’s titles with students,
workers, and others. Books on the Cuban
revolution, the fight for women’s rights, and

fundamental works on the communist
movement were snapped up by those attend-
ing the fair.

Several forum participants questioned
Shirvani as to how the government in Iran
would allow such titles to be displayed,
purchased, and distributed in the country.
Shirvani said that in Tehran participants at
the book fair would ask Pathfinder repre-
sentatives a similar question about the
United States. “How is it possible for these
revolutionary books to be published in the
USA?" they'd say. These Iranians would
cite the reactionary record of Washington
against the Iranian revolution and its assault
on the Iragi people in the Gulf War. “The
world is opening up to books, political dis-
cussions and revolutionary literature,” Shir-
vani explained.

“The capitalist government in Iran is at-
tempting to reintegrate itself into the world
market system.” he said. “Along with this
comes the need 10 open up some and allow
books from established publishers to be dis-
played.

“In addition,” Shirvani continued, “the
working people and peasants in [ran have
not been crushed. The government was able
to make some inroads into the gains of the

revolution that overthrew the U.S.-backed
Shah in 1979, but the working population is
neither defeated nor demoralized.™

During the war by the Iragi regime of
Saddam Hussein against Iran which lasted

for most of the 1980s, working
people in Iran faced a double
challenge, he said. “First and fore-
most they had to defend their rey-
olution against what they cor-
rectly saw as an imperialist-in-
spired aggression. At great cost
and sacrifice they accomplished
this goal. At the same time the
Iranian regime used the war to its
own advantage. They were able to
push back the rights, independent
organization, and demands for
land, jobs, and other measures by
working people.” Defending both
the country and these social gains
was not possible given the orga-
nization and political leadership
of the workers and peasants.

“But the government's suc-
cesses along these lines could
not be sustained for long after
the war ended. There are increas-
ing signs of resistance among
workers and peasants in the country,”
Shirvani said.

Some $100 was collected at the two
meetings to help Pathfinder defray the costs
of the recent trip.

Militant
Pathfinder books were well received at Tehran Book
Fair. Many Iranians were surprised to see revolu-
tionary titles published in the United States.

U.S. government frames Muslim cleric

Continued from front page

est of charges about Abde! Rahman’s al-
leged involvement in assassination attempts
or bomb plots. Instead, it alludes to his role
as the leader of a conspiracy ring.

The law does not require the government
to prove that Rahman and the other defen-
dants committed any oven acts to further
their “conspiracy,” or even that they knew
about each others’ activities. The indictment

Sedition laws make ideas a crime

BY SARA LOBMAN

Seditious conspiracy — the charge levied
against Omar Abdel Rahman and 14 others
— has long been used by the U.S. govemn-
ment to target those it doesn’t like. These
laws, which allow prosecutors to charge a
defendant with the broad crime of plotting
against the government and thus avoid the
necessity of pinning a specific action on an
individual, are ideal for going after work-
ing-class fighters, immigrants, and others.

The first sedition laws in U.S. history
were passed as part of the Alien, Sedition,
and Naturalization acts of 1798. The laws,
which made the expression of certain ideas
a crime, were steamrolled through Congress
to help the wealthy merchants and landed
gentry put down the democratic movement
of working farmers, mechanics, craftsmen,
and day laborers who were fighting to ex-
tend and defend the gains of the revolution.

The Naturalization Act, which required 5
to 19 years' residence in the United States,
was aimed at immigrant workers who were
playing a key role in the trade unions and
other democratic organizations and societies.
The Alien Actempowered the president tode-
port, at his own discretion, any immigrant he
considered dangerous to “the peace and
safety of the United States.”

The Sedition Act imposed a fine of up to
$2,000 and imprisonment of up to two years
for anyone who should “write, print, utter, or
publish . . . any false, scandalous, and mali-
cious writing or writings against the govern-
ment of the United States. or either house of
the Congress of the United States or the Pres-
ident of the United States with intent . . . to
bring them . . . into contempt or disrepute.”

One of the earliest victims of the 1798
Sedition Act was David Brown, a mechanic
from Massachusetts who the ruling Feder-
alist Party labeled the “Wandering Apostle
of Sedition.” He was sentenced to 18 months
in jail and a $400 fine. His crime? Erecting
a liberty pole on which he pinned a leaflet
that said in part, “There [always] has been
an actual struggle between the labouring
part of the community and those lazy rascals
that have invented every means that the
Devil has put into their heads to destroy the
labouring part of the community. . . . I never
knew a Government supported long after the
confidence of the people was lost, for the
people are the Government.”

Following the U.S. rulers’ entry into
World War 1, the government launched a
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campaign to crush the union movement, and
particularly the Industrial Workers of the
World (IWW), whose leaders had spoken
out against the war. Laws against espionage,
sedition, and “criminal syndicalism” served
as tools for widespread and simultaneous
arrests. The criminal syndicalism acts, for
example, were specifically drawn to cover
the advocacy of doctrines as well as the
commission of acts.

“It was not necessary,” Philip Foner ex-
plains in his history of the U.S. labor move-
ment, “to establish that members knew each
other or the details of the plan or organiza-
tion, provided only that the accused knew
the purpose of the organization and agreed
to participate in a plan to achieve that pur-
pose.” These laws, including the Espionage
Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918,
were used to justify massive raids by federal
troops against IWW offices throughout the
United States.

The Smith Act. adopted in 1940 as the
U.S. government prepared to enter World
War II, was also used to go after unionists,
socialists, and opponents of war. Its first
victims were |8 members of the Socialist
Workers Party and Teamsters Local 544 in
Minneapolis, who were sentenced to 12 to
16 months in prison for their opposition to
the imperialist war.

Puerto Rican nationalists

According 10 the New York Times, the
seditious conspiracy law that the govemn-
ment is using to go after Abdel Rahman has
its roots in a Civil War statute that was aimed
at halting the secession of southern states.

It makes it illegal for two or more people
to “conspire to overthrow, put down, or
destroy by force the Government of the
United States.” It has been used only a few
times this century, primarily, according to
the Times, to prosecute “radical leftists,
Puerto Rican nationalists, and white su-
premacists.”

The law was used in 1985 to convict four
Puerto Ricans advocating independence for
the island, who the government accused of
dozens of bombings in New York City. Two
years later, four other Puerto Ricans were
convicted on conspiracy charges under the
same law after being accused of trying 10
free a member of their organization from a
Chicago prison. The 1987 convictions were
the last to date under this statute.

September 13, 1993

charges that Rahman “was a leader of the
organization with whom others consulted in
pursuing and planning bombings, murders
and other acts of terrorism in furtherance of
the objectives of the conspiracy.”

The big-business media and capitalist poli-
ticians are whipping up aterror scare to bolster
these accusations. “Snared in the Terrorist
Web," said the headline in the September 6 is-
sue of Newsweek. The editors of the New York
Times wrote that “New Yorkers especially
have felt vulnerable to international terror-
ism."” Accusing the Egyptian cleric of *“inflam-
matory preaching™ and “bloody deeds attrib-
uted to his followers,” the Times editors said
Rahman has *‘come to symbolize the danger.”

A few lines later, however, the Times was
forced to admit that “Federal investigators
still have not been able to pin any direct
involvement in overt terrorist actions on
Sheik Abdel Rahman.”

At the August 26 arraignment, where
Rahman pleaded not guilty, police blocked
off streets and erected barricades around the
courthouse. This reinforced the desired im-
age of a siege by dangerous terrorists.

FBI informant

Much of the indictment is built around
the claims of FBI informant Emad Salem, a
former colonel in the Egyptian army. Salem
produced tapes that he made allegedly of
conversations with defendants in the case.

Siddig Ibrahim Siddig Ali, one of those
indicted in the supposed plot to blow up the
United Nations, said in a Washington Post
interview August 19 that Salem’s story took
things “out of context.” Pointing to entrap-
ment by Salem, Siddig Al ““asserted in the
interview that Salem boasted that he pre-
pared the explosives that blew up the lower
levels of the World Trade Center on Febru-
ary 26," said the Post.

“Ali’s attorney . . . has asked prosecutors
here for a tape of the day, June 23, when
Siddig Ali says the comment was made. But
U.S. Attorney Mary Jo White's office has
not yet produced such a tape, and Kate
Cosenza, a spokeswoman for White, de-
clined to comment,” the story continued.

Salem stands to make half a million dol-
lars from the government for his efforts.

Meanwhile, a new development emerged
last week that could prove embarrassing to
the White House. It appears that Salem also
made tapes of his conversations with his FBI
“handlers.” Defense lawyers, who are work-
ing to get the material tumed over rapidly,
say the tapes could show Salem being
coached to seek specific evidence, which
they could argue pointed to entrapment.

The indictment also charges El Sayyid
Nosair with the killing of Meir Kahane,
being part of the conspiracy, and participat-
ing in a plot to kill Mubarak.

Nosair, originally from Egypt. was ac-
quitted of the 1990 killing of Kahane, leader
of the rightist Kach party in Israel. He has
been incarcerated on gun possession and
assault charges since the trial.

Attempting to try someone twice on the

same charges constitutes an undemocratic
practice known as double jeopardy. The
government is attempting to sidestep this.
Andrew McCarthy, an assistant U.S. attor-
ney, said the government will use a rarely
used doctrine in criminal law that allows
separate prosecutions for the same crime by
“different sovereigns,” or jurisdictions. Now
it is the federal government prosecuting,
before it was New York state.

U.S. attorneys have yet to explain how
Nosair conspired to bomb buildings in New
York and assassinate the Egyptian head of
state from a prison cell at Attica.

“He's got a pretty good alibi,” said No-
sair’s lawyer, John Elmore. “He was in jail
when all of this happened.”

The sheik has been in a federal prison
since July 2 in Otisville, New York. Gov-
ernment attempts to deport him have proven
as yel unsuccessful.

The other 14 accused men are being held
in New York City.

Originally from Egypt, where he was a
critic of the government, the blind clenc
visited the United States several times be-
tween 1986 and 1990, each time traveling
on visas approved by the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, according to a report in the
Washington Post. The New York Times re-
ported that the sheik worked with U.S.-
backed rightists in Afghanistan. He has lived
in the United States since 1990.

Like other figures who have previously
worked with U.S. spy agencies, such as Man-
uel Noriega of Panama, Rahman’s usefulness
to Washington has apparently dried up.

Some big-business newspapers are taking a
more cautious approach to Rahman’s trial.
The Washington Post, while lauding the gov-
ernment for “keeping an informant so near the
center of this circle,” wamed that the appear-
ance of a fair trial is important. *The sheik and
his co-defendants are entitled to the same pro-
tections, the same due process and the same
fair trial as any American in our courts.”

Tamar Lewin expressed a similar concern
in a news analysis article in the August 28
issue of the New York Times. **Some criminal
defense experts say the law comes peril-
ously close to punishing people for their
beliefs or speech,” she wrote.

“I'think it’s wrong," said New York defense
lawyer Michael Deutsch of the government'’s
plans to “use the speeches of the sheik and his
religious teachings, to say it was likely he was
involved inaconspiracy to overthrow the gov-
emment. . . . It’s also risky with a jury, since
there’s a tradition in this country that we don’t
prosecute because of a person’s beliefs, and
some jurors take that very seriously.”

Sen. Alfonse D’Amato said Rahman
should be executed if convicted.

Up to nine of the indicted men began a
hunger strike to protest prison conditions.
They include Mohammed Salameh, the first
person arrestedyin the World Trade Center
bombing, who has been in solitary confine-
ment along with other defendants since
March. They are locked in their cells 23
hours a day.
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To See the Dawn

Baku, 1920 — First Congress of the Peoples of the East

BY JOHN RIDDELL
AND MA'MUD SHIRVANI

Following are excerpts of the intro-
duction to the new Pathfinder book 7o
See the Dawn: Baku, 1920 — First Con-
gress of the Peoples of the East. It is
scheduled for publication in September.
The subheadings are by the Militant.
Copyright © by Pathfinder Press, re-
printed by permission.

The First Congress of the Peoples of the
East, held Sept. 1-7, 1920, in Baku, capital
of Soviet Azerbaijan, registered a new stage
in the emancipation struggle of colonial and
oppressed peoples and in the world struggle
for socialism. This stage had been opened
by the October 1917 revolution in Russia, in
which the Bolshevik party had led in the es-
tablishment of a revolutionary workers' and
peasants’ republic,

The congress in Baku was an event
without precedent. Delegates from more
than two dozen peoples of Asia met in joint
conference with leaders of workers’ parties
in Russia, Western Europe, and the United
States to hammer out a common policy in
the fight against impenalist domination
and capitalist exploitation.

Comments of some of the more than
2.000 delegates reflected a conviction that
a new age had begun for the toilers of the
East, ending the epoch in which seemingly
blind forces had ruled the lives of op-
pressed working people. “A new world is
awakening 1o life and struggle: the world
of the oppressed nationalities . .. of the
East,” began greetings from the Azerbaijan
Communist Party.

Karl Radek, a leader of the Communist International,
reporting to the congress on the world political situation,
noted that increasingly the peoples of the East refused to
perish in bitter resignation. “They have hope,” he stated,
“they feel their strength.”

According to Bibinur, a woman delegate from what is
now Kazakhstan, the advent of Soviet power meant that “a
bright sun has reached us, warming and comforting us . . .
the first we have known.” Another woman delegate, Najiye
Hanum from Turkey. was confident that present trials were
leading to a new day: “To see the dawn one has to pass
through the dark night.”

Previously, struggles aiming to lay the foundations for
democracy, independence, and social progress had been
stifled by the landlords, moneylenders, petty manufactur-
ers, and other exploiting layers. If the traditional authority
and organized violence of the local rulers proved insuffi-
cient, then the struggles by peasants, youth, and workers
had been crushed by the military might of the colonizing
powers. Although traditional social systems were disinte-
grating under the impact of capitalist economic penetra-
tion, the road to industrialization and social advance was
blocked off by imperial rule. Colonial societies remained
hopelessly mired in poverty and social decay.

Capitalism shaken by war and revolution

Yert as congress delegates gathered in Baku, capitalism as
aworld system — shaken by war, economic dislocation, and
revolution — was undergoing the most severe crisis it had
yet experienced. Workers and peasants in the vast territory of
the former tsarist empire of Russia had broken free of capital-
ist rule. They had organized a number of revolutionary gov-
ernments of workers and peasants, voluntarily joined in a
federative alliance led by the Soviet republic of Russia.

One of the Russian Soviet government's first actions had
been to proclaim the right of all the subject peoples within
the boundaries of the old tsarist empire, which encom-
passed many Asian peoples, to “free self-determination up
to and including the right to secede.” Finland, Estonia, and
other states had acted on this pledge, establishing their
independence.

Another early Soviet appeal pledged to Muslim workers

and farmers that “henceforth your beliefs and customs,
your national and cultural institutions are declared free and
inviolable.” Declaring null and void all the treaties through
which tsarism had lorded it over and looted the Eastern
peoples, the appeal called on them to *build your national
life freely and without hindrance.” This promise was sub-
sequently concretized through treaties with China, Iran,
and other countries which, among other measures, canceled
the debts owed the tsarist regime.

The October 1917 revolution led to the formation of
the Communist International (or Comintern), on the ini-
tiative of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks), which led
the workers and peasants of Russia to victory. In July
1920 the new International convened, in Petrograd — St.

Congress marked a new
stage in emancipation
struggle of colonial and
oppressed people and in
world struggle for socialism

Petersburg — and Moscow, its Second Congress, whose
three weeks of sessions adopted a line of march for
worldwide socialist revolution.

On June 29, three weeks before the Comintern congress
opened, the International’s Executive Committee had is-
sued a call to all peoples of Asia to send representatives to
acongress in Baku. Comintern chairman Gregory Zinoviev
later told the Baku gathering that its sessions were “the
complement. the second part, the second half” of the world
congress that had just been held.

Within the Comintern’s predecessor, the Socialist (or
Second) International, the idea had been widespread that
the relationship of workers in the advanced capitalist coun-
tries toward the East consisted chiefly of an obligation to
be filled after formation of a Socialist government. Such a
government would then act to make the fruits of Western
progress available to the “backward” peoples of Asia and

ki
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Some of the more than 2,000 congress delegates. A core of experienced Bolshevik
leaders and leading figures new to the revolutionary movement for Soviet power
attended the conference. At left, Bibinur, a woman delegate from what is now
Kazakhstan; beside her Thomas Quelch from Britain. Seated, bottom at right, with
arm upraised, John Reed from the United States.

Africa. This notion, sharply contested by
the Bolsheviks, helped to justify the op-
portunism of the Socialist International’s
majority leadership, who from 1907 began
to advocate a “reformed™ colonialism —
and contributed to that International’s ig-
nominious collapse in 1914.

The communist view

In contrast to this view, the Communist
International viewed the oppressed peo-
ples as already constituting a decisive bal-
talion in the international class struggle. It
was true that mechanized industry and its
complement, the industrial proletariat, was
small or nearly nonexistent in most of Asia
and Africa. But independent organizations
of peasants and other urban and rural toil-
ers — including some proletarian and
eéven communist organizations — were
found in several countries.

A year before the Baku congress, Bol-
shevik leader V. I. Lenin observed that the
oppressed masses, who until then had been
merely “objects of international imperial-
ist policy, existing only as material to fer-
tilize capitalist culture and civilization,”
would now “rise as independent partici-
pants, as builders of a new life.”

As a result, Lenin noted, “the socialist
revolution will not be solely, or chiefly, a
struggle of the revolutionary proletarians
in each country against their bourgeoisie.
No, it will be a struggle of all the colonies
and countries oppressed by imperialism.”

Through the actions of the Communist
International of Lenin’s time, revolution-
ary workers the world over reached out
their hands to ally with toiling masses who
formerly had no hope of liberation. Moreover, the workers’
and peasants’ republic in Russia stood ready from the
outset to assist peoples struggling to break free of imperi-
alist rule. With these developments in mind, the Baku
congress set its sights on nothing less than “‘a single union
of the working people not only of Asia and Europe but of
the entire world, 50 as to put an end to capitalism and begin
a new and beuer life.”

In his closing remarks to the conference, Zinoviev stated
that it was now possible to supplement and broaden the call
with which Karl Marx and Frederick Engels in 1848 closed
The Communist Manifesio, the fundamental programmatic
document of the modem communist movement. Zinoviev
proposed the amended wording, “Workers of all lands and
oppressed peoples of the whole world, unite!”

Just as the revolution of oppressed peoples needed the
support of allies in the imperialist countries, the Com-
munist International asserted, the proletariat in the in-
dustrially advanced lands, too, could not triumph except
in alliance with the peoples of the colonial and semico-
lonial countries. For the first time, therefore, urgent ne-
cessity had laid the material basis on both sides for an
alliance of working people of the East and West in a
common international movement.

The message of the Baku congress

The guiding ideas advanced by the organizers and many
delegates at the Baku congress had been debated and
adopted the previous month by delegates — including a
number from Asia — to the Comintern’s Second Congress.
These revolutionary perspectives were codified in the res-
olution on the colonial and national questions approved by
the congress. Lenin drafted the resolution and reported on
it to the congress.

The key points advanced by this resolution and by related
Second Congress documents can be summarized as follows:

@ There was no truth in the claims of the great capitalist
powers 1o be leading the colonial peoples toward inde-
pendence and prosperity. In reality, the colonizing powers
that had emerged victorious from World War I were mov-
ing to consolidate their grip on Asia and Africa and deepen
the enslavement of the peoples of the East.

As for promises to colonies of independence (usually
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honored in the breach), the Second Congress resolution ex-
plained, “The imperialist powers, with the help of the privi-
leged classes in the oppressed countries, are perpetrating a
fraud. They are creating state structures that pose as politi-
cally independent states but are economically, financially,
and militarily totally dependent upon the imperialist pow-
ers.”
@ The struggle for national liberation was part of an
international class struggle against exploitation and oppres-
sion by the ruling capitalist families in a handful of impe-
rialist countries, as well as by local landowning and monied
classes. The national policy of Communists, the Second
Congress resolution explained, should “clearly differenti-
ate between the interests of the oppressed classes, the
toilers, the exploited, and the general concept of the so-
called interests of the people, which means the interests of
the ruling class.”

Further, it continued, this policy “should with equal
precision distinguish between the oppressed, dependent

A new world is awakening
to life and struggle: the
world of the oppressed
nationalities . . . of the East.

nations that do not have equal rights, and the oppressor,
exploiting nations that do, in order to counter the bour-
geois-democratic lies that conceal the colonial and finan-
cial enslavement of the immense majority of the entire
world population by a narrow minority of the richest, most
advanced capitalist countries.”

Need for agrarian revolution

@ No popular mobilization for national freedom could
take place in colonial countries unless the peasantry was able
to launch an agrarian revolution, which was essential to mo-
bilizing it as an active revolutionary force. The goal of this
struggle should be to free the land from burdens of landlord-
ism, indebtedness, and predatory taxation, placing power in
the hands of the toilers. The Second Congress adopted pro-
grammatic theses on the peasantry and the land question that
served as the foundation for the more specific, and to some
degree fuller, agrarian resolution adopted by the Baku con-
gress.

“We must particularly strive to give the peasant move-
ment the most revolutionary character possible,” the Sec-
ond Congress resolution on the national and colonial ques-
tions said. Reporting to the Second Congress on this
resolution, Lenin stated, “Peasants’ soviets, soviets of the
exploited, are a weapon that can be employed not only in
capitalist countries but also in countries with precapitalist
relations.”

® Working people could find no salvation in a struggle to
preserve their traditional societies, including native exploit-
ers and their institutions of rule. The national ruling classes
had ruthlessly enslaved and pillaged their subjects prior to
colonial conquest, and they continued to do so as best they
could under conditions of foreign domination. Now, under
the impact of world capitalism, these societies were in hope-
less crisis, unable to defend the toilers from ruin.

Local exploiting classes sought to rationalize their own
privileges and power — and extort for themselves a few
more crumbs from the table of their imperialist overlords
— by extolling the alleged virtues of traditional customs,
values, and practices that had long been used to keep the
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producing majority in submis-
sion. Working people had no in-
terest in these demagogic efforts.

® Peasants and other working
people in colonial countries
should support all genuine revo-
lutionary movements for national
liberation, even when led by lo-
cal capitalist forces. But Com-
munists, while actively partici-
pating in such movements,
should not accept the program
and strategic perspectives of the
bourgeois leaderships. Instead,
they should combat the influence
of all the local exploiting layers
— both feudalist and bourgeois
— and consistently defend their
own interests as toilers. In the
words of the Second Congress
resolution, they should “maintain
the independent character of the
proletarian movement, even in its
embryonic stage.”

® A nationalist ideology
would obstruct, not aid, the lib-
eration struggle. Peoples of the
East should come together on the
basis of their common class in-
terests in combating imperialist
domination and local exploiters,
setting aside any trace of the na-

tional exclusiveness or ethnic Bolshevik leader Zinoviev speaks with workers and soldiers during stopover
hostility that had been used for ©n road to Baku. “Workers of all lands and oppressed peoples of the whole
so long by the rulers to keepthem  world, unite!,” he told the conference.

weak and divided. Their goal

should be to overtumn the power of capitalism on a world
scale and to join in a world federation of free workers' and
peasants’ republics. “Federation is a transitional form to-
ward full unity of the toilers of all nations,” the Second
Congress resolution explained.

@ Given the existence of a powerful workers' and
peasants’ republic, oppressed countries could achieve in-
dustrialization and social progress without passing through
an epoch of capitalist development. Even in very poor
countries, where no separate working class had yet
emerged, the struggle must begin for a Soviet system, that
is, a state based on revolutionary councils of the peasants
and other toilers, where modernization could proceed along
a path that would overcome the division between rich and

T.

@ Toilers of the East would find an indispensable ally in
the revolutionary working class of the advanced capitalist
countries. By the time of the Second Congress, the Interna-
tional’s affiliates included workers’ parties in most countries
of Europe, several of them numbering tens of thousands of
adherents. The rapid growth of these parties held the promise
that colonial peoples could now ally with sizable contingents
of revolutionary-minded workers within the colonizing
powers. Moreover, the Russian Soviet Republic would
render consistent political and material support to all colo-
nized peoples.

@ The resolution of the Second Congress concluded:;
“The class-conscious Communist proletariat of all coun-
tries therefore has a responsibility to give particular care
and attention to the survivals of national feelings in the
long-enslaved countries and peoples, while making con-
cessions to overcome more rapidly this mistrust and these
prejudices. The victory over capitalism cannot be success-
fully accomplished without the proletariat and with it all

working people of all countries
and the nations of the entire world
voluntarily coming together in a
unified alliance.”

® At the Second Congress
and the Baku congress, leaders of
the Communist International
aimed not merely to forge an al-
liance with liberation fighters
from oppressed nations but to win
them fully to communism. Revo-
lutionaries from countries impris-
oned by imperialism in stagnation
and backwardness were now
summoned to become equal par-
ticipants in the Comintern and
leaders of the worldwide move-
ment for social revolution.

In 1914 irrepressible economic
and political rivalries among the
great capitalist powers plunged
them into a world war, resulting
in immeasurable destruction of
productive wealth, in famine and
destitution for working people

Repairing tracks near Naurskaya after tage by White Guards, cnter- across Europe, and in the slaugh-

revolutionary forces. “When the Whites had been beaten they destroyed ter of millions. The war’s impact

everything they could,” recalled French delegate Alfred Rosmer.

heightened class antagonisms,

driving opposed classes toward a confrontation.

By the end of 1918, revolutions in Russia, Germany, and
Austria-Hungary had swept away governments and mon-
archs across Eastemn and Central Europe, forcing an end to
the slaughter. Even France, Britain, and the other victor pow-
ers were deeply shaken by worker and peasant struggles and
by the deep discontent among soldiers and sailors. And in
Russia, working people achieved a decisive victory in No-
vember 1917, establishing the Soviet government.

In 1919 the upsurge in Europe was set back, particularly in
Germany, where a murderous war was waged against the
workers’ movement, and in Hungary. where a revolutionary
government formed on the Soviet model was crushed. Yet
initial steps were being taken to build Communist parties
firmly rooted in the working class that might contribute to
victory in further confrontations. Meanwhile, profound eco-
nomic dislocation continued to undermine the capitalist
regimes of Europe. Workers’ resistance continued with re-
newed vigor into 1920, and nationwide struggles took place
in Germany, Italy, France, and Britain.

The rebellious ferment faced by the Allied powers at
home and in their colonies was fed by these governments’
campaign to overturn Soviet Russia and the allied Soviet
republics. From mid-1918, Soviet territory was invested
by a ring of counterrevolutionary White Guard armies,
propped up and supported by invading forces of more than
a dozen other governments and by a stringent Allied
blockade along Soviet borders. During 1919 Red Army
forces drove back the White Guards and Allied interven-
tionist armies, but the war still raged on several fronts as
the Baku congress convened.

Journey to Baku

The Baku congress was organized by a commitiee based
in Baku that included Azerbaijani Communists Nariman
Narimanov and M. D, Guseinov, Said Gabiev of Dagestan,
and Turkish Communist Party leader Mustafa Subhi, as well
as G. K. Ordzhonikidze and Yelena Stasova, representing
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Russia.

Delegates from Communist parties in all the major impe-
rialist powers traveled to the congress together with a group
of leaders of the Communist Party of Russia aboard a special
train from Moscow, taking part in the many meetings and
celebrations organized along the route. They crossed areas
where White Guard forces were active, passing a major sta-
tion in Ukraine, Lozovaya, that had just suffered a destruc-
tive White attack. On the retum joumney, their train was
blocked at one point because another band of Whites had
torn up the tracks, derailing a locomotive; the nearby station
at Naurskaya had also been assaulted. For a time the Baku
congress train was stranded and in great danger, but the
Whites moved off without attacking.

“Most of the stations had been destroyed. and every-
where the sidings were full of the half-burnt wrecks of
coaches,” recalls Alfred Rosmer, a delegate from France.
“When the Whites had been beaten they destroyed every-
thing they could.” The fuel shortage was so acute, Stasova
tells us, that on occasion passengers disembarked at sta-
tions and took down fences and gathered other wooden
materials for the firebox.

Across all the Soviet-held territories of Asia, an exten-
sive campaign of public education took place to provide a
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Congress in sessuon In its call for the Baku congress, the Communist International spoke in the name of the
revolutionary working masses of Europe who, “awakened by the thunder of the World War and driven by

hunger. ..

basis for the popular election of delegates. Several “agit-
trains” were sent out to organize this work, including the
“V. L. Lenin,” the “Red East,” and the “Soviet Caucasia™;
some “agit-ships™ also served in the campaign. Rallies and
meetings were held throughout the Soviet East. As dele-
gates made their way to Baku, they were met by celebra-
tions; in the town of Agadash, a Baku newspaper reported,
one hundred sheep and goats were slaughtered in honor of
the congress. Another form of participation was the holding
at many points in the Soviet East of special Baku congress
subbotniks — a day of volunteer labor for economic recon-
struction, Twenty-five thousand volunteers participated in
the largest of the subbotniks in Baku.

Imperialist hostility
The British government did what it could to block dele-
gates’ journeys to Baku. A steamship carrying delegates

A nationalist ideology
would obstruct, not aid, the
liberation struggle

from Enzeli in Iran was attacked by British military air-
planes; two delegates were killed and several wounded. Two
other delegates were killed at the Azerbaijan border by Iran-
1an police. British warships patrolled the Turkish Black Sea
coast to bar delegates from setting sail from Turkey for So-
viet territory. But a timely gale blew up, forcing the British
flotillato return to Constantinople (Istanbul); revolutionaries
from Turkey immediately set sail and completed the risky
voyage successfully. In the Transcaucasus — between the
Caucasus Mountains, Turkey, and Iran — the two bourgeois
republics of Armenia and Georgia banned attendance at the
Baku congress, but many delegates managed to slip across
the borders undetected.

In the months before the Baku congress, thousands of mil-
itant Muslims left India and headed west, hoping to prevent
the Allied powers from dismembering Turkey, then the seat
of the caliph, who was seen as the head of world Islam. Many
of these fighters reached Kabul, where about 150 of them
formed the pro-Soviet Indian Revolutionary Association at
the beginning of 1920. A group of 28 of the most committed
members set out for Turkestan. After an arduous journey
through the Hindu Kush and Alai mountains, they arnved in
Tashkent on July 2. Others soon followed this route.

Meanwhile, some Indian soldiers in Britain’s Mideast
army defected to the Soviet side and made their way to Baku.
By the end of 1920, more than 200 Indian revolutionaries
were on Soviet soil. Fourteen of them attended the Baku con-
gress, as did a smaller number of Korean and Chinese work-
ers living in Russia and a delegate from Japan.

Who the delegates were

The delegates present at Baku included a core of leaders
of long experience in the Bolshevik movement, such as
Narimanov and Ahmed Sultanzadeh, a Communist leader
from Iran. Many other leading figures in the congress were
fighters against tsarist oppression who had only recently
joined the revolutionary movement for Soviet power.

have risen up so that they may work not for the rich but for themselves.”

Among them were Turar Ryskulov, who led the faction of
Communists of Muslim origin in the Turkestan party, and
Narbutabekov, a leading spokesman for the nonparty del-
egates at Baku.

The delegation from Khiva (Khorezm) was headed by
a Muslim cleric, Bekkhan Rakhmanov, who had recently
joined the Khiva Communist Party — a fact that provoked
derision from some Western European critics of the Com-
intern. The delegates in Baku from parties in the West, who
came from diverse political backgrounds, were equally
recent recruits [0 communism.

The total number of registered delegates at the congress
was about 2,050. The most detailed available political
breakdown lists 55 percent as Communist Party members,
another 20 percent as supporters, and 25 percent as “non-
party.” Non-Communist participants, whom Zinoviev later
reported to have been actually much more numerous than
members of the Communist fraction, held their own meet-
ings at Baku in the “nonparty fraction.”

This fraction “broke down in turn into two groups,”
Zinoviev added. “First there were the genuinely nonparty
forces, in which we must include the representatives of the
peasantry and the semiproletarian urban population. Then
there were those persons who claimed to be nonparty but
in fact belonged to bourgeois parties,”

Best known among the bourgeois political figures at Baku
was Enver Pasha, former leader of the Young Turk move-
ment and of the Turkish govenment during World War . In
exile following Turkey's surrender, he had arrived in Mos-
cow August 14 seeking Soviet arms and money to build an
international Islamic revolutionary organization with the
stated goal of driving the Allied invaders from Turkey.

Many working people in Baku looked on Enver as a
heroic figure who had led Muslim resistance during the

war against the Western powers, especially Britain. But
among congress delegates, Enver was widely despised for
his government’s role in driving the Turkish workers and
peasants into World War | and for inciting the slaughter of
Turkey’s Armenian population. After initially deciding to
permit Enver to address the congress, the Presiding Com-
mittee ruled to exclude him from the sessions, in view of
the likely negative response of most delegates.

Enver took part in discussions on the fringe of the Baku
congress that led to the formation of two anti-Communist
political parties: ERK (Will), later named the Group of
Turkestan Socialists, and the Central Committee of Na-
tional Muslim Unions. Both groups opposed Russian in-
fluence and favored political unification of the Muslim
peoples of the former tsarist empire.

Another bourgeois current from Turkey also sent a
delegation to Baku: the national independence movement
in Anatolia led by Mustafa Kemal. Statements by a repre-
sentative of this movement and by Enver were read to
delegates during session 4.

The course of events at Baku

The Baku congress brought together representatives of
peoples long divided by the structures of tsarist rule, by the
shifting boundaries of civil war, and by mistrust bred of eth-
nic and religious provocation fostered by local exploiting
layers and encouraged by the colonial power in Moscow. In-
deed, in Baku itself, the rivalries of bourgeois nationalist par-
ties had led to assaults in 1918 on first the Muslim and then
the Armenian quarters, which left thousands of victims,

The congress, by contrast, took on the colors of a festival
celebrating the unity of the nationally oppressed toilers.
Many participants brought with them locally made goods,
which they exchanged or traded with other delegations.

Some delegations submitted statements on political
questions faced by the peoples they represented. A decla-
ration by delegates from Armenia condemns the Armenian
government’s responsibility in the “cleansing” operations
against minority ethnic groups and in military conflicts in
the region. The statement counterposes a course of revo-
lutionary struggle as the road to unity among working
people of the Caucasus.

Three statements, published for the first time in English
in this book, presented 1o the congress conflicting views
on the Zionist project to settle Jews in Palestine. The first,
a declaration by Mountain Jews, was made by revolution-
aries from an indigenous, Eastern Jewish community who
were influenced by Zionism. The Poale Zion statement was
writien by a Zionist group that supported Soviet power and
for a time moved closer to the Communist Party.

The response of the Jewish sections of the Russian
Communist Party presents the Comintern’s analysis of
Zionism, which the Second Congress resolution on the
national question had summed up as “a crass example of
Entente imperialism and the bourgeoisie of the relevant
country working together to swindle the working classes
of an oppressed nation.”

On the day following the congress, September 8, a large
assembly was held to mark the burial of the remains of 26
leaders of the Baku Soviet murdered in 1918 by White
Guards with British complicity. A Conference of Youth of
Asia, attended by more than 100 representatives from
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bukhara, Georgia, Iran, Khiva, Turk-
estan, and Turkey, took place in Baku September 9-10.

Many languages at congress

Congress sessions resounded with translations into a
variety of languages of Asia, many of which had been
stifled in the days of the tsars. Most of the delegates from
Europe and America also understood no Russian and
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Left: Demonstratlo;\ of éaku Women'’s Union, Aug. 22, 1920. On banner at right Azerbaijani text reads, “Long live the world revolution”; ﬁﬁs&ian text links “liberation
of women” with “liberation of the world’s toilers.” Right: From left, delegates Bibinur and Khaver Shabanova. A small but significant number of women — about
55 — took part in congress, and women's struggle for liberation was addressed several times.

needed translation. Following each speech, debate halted
to permit a rendering into major Asian languages in turn.
Sometimes limited to summaries, translations were often
far longer than the original speech.

John Reed later joshed British Communists about the
experience of one of their compatriots, presumably
Thomas Quelch. According to Reed, the British delegate’s
timid and hesitant remarks were translated by Peter Petrov
with such enthusiasm and such a spirit of invention that
the hall soon erupted with cheers and shouts of “Down
with British imperialism!™ as swords and rifles were bran-
dished in the air. The dismayed British delegate was said
to have protested, “I'm sure | never said anything like that;
I demand a proper translation.”

Soon the proceedings were lagging far behind the
planned agenda, and in session 4 stricter rules of order had
to be adopted. Translations from the podium were now
given only in Farsi (Persian), Azerbaijani, and Russian, and
were restricted in length. Delegates gathered in groups for
renditions into other languages.

A small but significant number of women — about 55 —
took part in the congress, and women's struggle for liberation
was addressed on several occasions during congress ses-
sions. A proposal to elect three women to the Presiding Com-
mittee, Zinoviey later reported, aroused strong objections
from some nonparty delegates, and a lengthy debate ensued.
When three women were unanimously elected to the com-
mittee in session 5, however, the entire congress rose to greet
them in a thunderous ovation. In session 7, two women dele-
gates spoke on the liberation of women of the East.

In session 3, Narbutabekov, a non-Communist delegate
from Turkestan, called for action against chauvinist abuse of
the indigenous peoples by some Soviet officials in Central
Asia. A resolution arguing the case against such abuse was
submitted by Communist delegate Turar Ryskulov and 20
other delegates from a number of nationalities.

Communist leaders repeatedly denounced such chauvin-
ist practices, which had been carried over from the former
tsarist administration, where they were rampant. In Decem-
ber 1922 Lenin wamed of the danger that “the ‘freedom
to secede from the union’ by which we justify ourselves
will be a mere scrap of paper, unable to defend the non-
Russians from the onslaught of that really Russian man,
the Great-Russian chauvinist — in substance a rascal and
a tyrant, such as the typical Russian bureaucrat is.”

The problem was exceptionally acute in Turkestan,
which from early 1918 had been cut off from Soviet Russia
by White Guard forces. The Turkestan government fol-
lowed a blatantly chauvinist course. Operating under the
Soviet banner, the Central Committee of the Russian Com-
munist Party later noted, “old servants of the tsarist regime,
adventurers and kulaks [rich peasants] . . . began to perse-
cute the indigenous population in a2 most brutal manner."”

As a result, working people in Turkestan had been
pushed into the arms of the reactionary ruling layers there.
In the fall of 1919, Turkestan soviets broke from this
disastrous policy and set out on a revolutionary course.
Nonetheless, chauvinist abuses had been far from fully
overcome at the time of the Baku congress.

In his closing remarks to the congress, Zinoviev pledged
corrective action on the points raised by Narbutabekov.
This began immediately, as 27 congress delegates traveled

to Moscow, where they discussed their criticisms and
proposals with the Communist Party Political Bureau.

A resolution was adopted, based on a draft by Lenin and
incorporating several points made in the document presented
to the Baku congress by the 21 delegates. Appendix 8 con-
tains the resolutions of the congress delegates and the Politi-
cal Bureau along with one of the statements made as part of
its implementation; all three documents, newly available, lay
hidden for many decades in closed Soviet archives.

Resolutions adopted by the congress included a mani-
festo to the peoples of the East, an appeal to workers of
the advanced capitalist countries, and theses on the agrarian
question and on Soviet power in the East, Its final decision
was the election of an executive body to continue its work:

Advent of Soviet power
meant ‘A bright sun has
reached us, warming and
comforting us . . . the first
we have known.’

the Council for Propaganda and Action.

The Baku congress’s call for united action against Brit-
ish imperialism corresponded to a vital turning point in the
struggle against colonial rule in Asia.

As World War | ended, the example of the Russian
revolution helped unleash a new wave of anticolonial
struggles across the Asian continent. Another element feed-
ing this upsurge was popular opposition to the Treaty of
Versailles, imposed by the Allied powers in 1919. The
treaty confirmed the partition of almost all of Africa, much
of Asia, and substantial territories in the Caribbean and the
Pacific into colonial empires ruled by Britain, France, the
United States, and other powers.

The few independent countries of Asia, such as Turkey,
Iran, and China, remained subject to infringements of their
sovereignty and economic disabilities imposed by the cap-
italist powers. Meanwhile, advancing from their bases in
Egypt and India, contingents of the British army fanned
out over much of the Near East and Central Asia.

Struggles in Iran, Turkey

By mid-1920 anticolonial struggles had put imperialism
on the defensive across much of Asia. Across Turkey,
proindependence forces were taking up arms against the
Allied occupation forces. In Iran, much of which was under
British occupation, uprisings took place in the northeast
and northwest against the Tehran rulers, and a mass move-
ment arose against a treaty that would have made the
country a de facto colony of Britain. In the northern
province of Gilan, Communists joined in early 1920 with
national independence fighters in establishing a revolution-
ary govermment. Meanwhile, British and French rule in the
Middle East provoked popular uprisings and sharp clashes
during 1919-20 in Egypt, Syria, and Mesopotamia (Iraq).

When the congress convened, the British government
had been forced by this resistance and by the advance of

the Soviet revolution to withdraw from Afghanistan,
Turkestan, the Transcaucasus, and part of northern Iran.
Adding to London's difficulties, a month before the Baku
gathering the Indian National Congress. led by Mohandas
Gandhi, launched a campaign of noncooperation with
British rule that rapidly assumed mass proportions.

In China, the Versailles settlement sparked a student
protest in Beijing on May 4. 1919, which in turn opened
up nationwide agitation for China’s national sovereignty
and a profound radicalization among its youth.

When delegates at Baku spoke of the East, it was Asiaand
Africa that they usually had in mind. John Reed, however, a
delegate from the United States, told the congress of the yoke
of U.S. domination in the Caribbean and in Mexico, where a
revolution was under way to “keep the wealth of Mexico for
the Mexicans,” as well as of the mounting antiracist resis-
tance of Black people in the United States.

The upsurge among colonially oppressed peoples also
found expression within former tsarist Russia, where Asian
peoples’ support to Soviet rule helped sway the balance in
the civil war and push back imperialist invading armies. By
early 1919 close to 250,000 working people of Muslim ori-
gin were serving in the Red Army under the command of
Muslim officers. These forces made up almost half the offi-
cers and soldiers of the Soviet Sixth Army, the main force
resisting White commander Kolchak on the Siberian front,

Red Army contingents were formed from among the
more than | million Asian immigrant workers. Tens of
thousands of Chinese workers joined the Soviet forces, a
development that provoked noisy alarm among anti-Soviet
propagandists. Indeed, the Red Army was built not as a
Russian but as an international force pledged to serve the
cause of world revolution.

During the early months of 1920, the revolution ad-
vanced deeper into Asia as the working people of the North
Caucasus, Azerbaijan, and Khiva established Soviet repub-
lics. Elsewhere in Soviet territory, many Asian and other
peoples were setting up autonomous republics. In Turk-
estan, the Red Army advanced toward the frontiers of Iran,
Afghanistan, and China.

Participation in the Baku congress by revolutionaries
from across Asia was atangible act of solidarity with the em-
battled Soviet republics. Delegates sought 1o defend the his-
toric gains of the Russian revolution, such as the overthrow
of tsarist autocracy, land reform, and the freeing of captive
peoples. But the most effective defense, in the delegates’
view, would be for workers and peasants of the East to take
advantage of the world capitalist crisis to prepare new Soviet
revolutions in Iran, Turkey, and elsewhere in Asia.

Impact of the congress

Assessing the joint results of the congress in Baku and of
the second Comintern congress that preceded it, Lenin noted
that their achievements, while they “cannot be immediately
assessed or directly calculated,” were “of greater signifi-
cance than some military victories.” The Baku congress
showed that the banner and program of Bolshevism “are an
emblem of salvation, an emblem of struggle to the workers
of all civilized countries and the peasants of all the backward
colonial countries.” Lenin continued. “That which was
achieved in Moscow in July and in Baku in September will
for many months to come provide food for thought and as-
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similation by the workers and peasants of the world.”

The call of the congress for a “holy war for the liberation
of the peoples of the East . . . for the liberation of all human-
ity from the yoke of capitalist and imperialist slavery™ won
an immediate response from toilers in countries close to
Baku. The sense of liberation from age-old fetters was re-
called decades later by Babayev, who attended the congress
as a young Muslim Azerbaijani serving as a guard. When the
call to prayer came, he found it natural to set aside his gun
during devotions, after which he would “go back to defend
with our blood the conference and the revolution.” Inspired
by the “declaration of holy war against the enemy of revolu-
tion.” he explains, “thousands of people, convinced there
was no contradiction between being a Bolshevik and a
Muslim, joined the Bolshevik ranks.”

The outstanding achievement of the Baku congress was
to speed the formation and development of Communist
parties in the East. Many working people in the Caucasus,
Iran, Turkey, and the Arab East first heard of the accom-
plishments of the Baku congress through the work of the
ongoing executive body it established, the Council for
Propaganda and Action. This body, based in Baku, rapidly
published congress decisions in Farsi, Turkish, and Arabic.

In the first 10 weeks of its activity, the council trained
and sent out 170 educators and organizers. It established a
cadre school, whose first class of some 50 students grad-
vated in January 1921. They were backed up with a supply
of books and pamphlets; available records of one two-week
period show that 1,270 pieces of literature were shipped,
of which 433 were in Farsi and 176 in Turkish. One issue

Prospects for realization of
goals of Baku congress are
today better than at any
time since early 1920s

of a magazine, Narody Vostoka (Peoples of the East) was
published in October in Russian and Turkish, bearing the
Baku congress slogan, “Workers of the world and op-
pressed peoples, unite!”

The Baku congress rapidly provoked a sharp protest
from the British government, which complained on Octo-
ber 1 of a “real hurricane of propaganda, intrigue, and
conspiracy against British interests and British power in
Asia.” Nonetheless, the Soviet government was able to
make rapid progress toward a trade agreement with Britain;
its signing in March 1921 forced a decisive breach in the
anti-Soviet blockade.

During the year following the congress, Soviet govern-
ments were established in Armenia and Georgia, while a
pro-Soviet revolution triumphed in Mongolia. Soviel Rus-
sia defeated the final White Guard armies, forced the
invading Polish government to make peace, and brought
the devastating civil war 1o a close.

In Turkey, however, while national independence was
secured, a bourgeois government under Mustafa Kemal
quelled the revolutionary upsurge. A similar development
took place in Iran, where a new government crushed the
uprising in Gilan province; the establishment of the Pahlavi
dynasty followed in 1925.

The third Comintern congress, meeting in July 1921,
noted a temporary restabilization of capitalism on a world
scale. To adjust to changed conditions, and also to better
centralize the work of the Comintern, the Council for
Propaganda and Action was wound up early in 1922, and
its activities were continued as part of the work of the
Comintern center in Moscow.

Rise of Stalinism

Over the three years following the Baku congress, cap-
italist reaction — aided by the proimperialist Social Dem-
ocratic current that headed a section of the workers’ move-
ment — regained for the moment the upper hand across
most of Europe.

Even more deadly for the prospects of an alliance of
workers and oppressed peoples was the growing hold in
the Communist Party of Russia and the Comintern of a
reactionary petty-bourgeois layer rooted in the party and
state bureaucracy. This layer drew strength from the heavy
toll of death and destruction that exhausted the working
class during years of civil war and imperialist intervention,
and from the impact of the Soviet republic’s isolation
following on defeats of the working class in Europe.

Campaigning against the danger represented by this reac-
tionary layer, Lenin drew particular attention in December
1922 to its bullying attitude toward the peoples of the smaller
republics in the Soviet Union that had been oppressed under
tsarism. Outlining sweeping corrective measures, Lenin
fought against bureaucratic practices that undermined the al-
liance of workers and the oppressed peoples. He wrote, "It
would be unpardonable opportunism if, on the eve of the de-
but of the East, just as it is awakening, we undermined our
prestige with its peoples, even if only by the slightest crudity
or injustice towards our own non-Russian nationalities.”

Delegates of the Sarts, trading people of Central Asia, at Red Army Club.
Soviet Union declared beliefs, customs and national and cultural institutions,
“free and inviolable.”

In March 1923 Lenin was incapacitated by a stroke, end-
ing his political activity. In the years that followed, the petty-
bourgeois forces gained the upper hand in the Communist
Party leadership, finding their personification and leader in
Joseph Stalin. Increasingly abandoning revolutionary inter-
nationalism, these forces put the Communist Party, Com-
intern, and Soviet state on a counterrevolutionary course.
With their triumph, the Soviet working class was driven out
of politics, and the opening for a world alliance of the op-
pressed and exploited was closed off. Ultimately, the conti-
nuity of Marxism in the Soviet union was extinguished.

Under Stalinist rule, the Soviet republics in Asia were
subjected to bureaucratic centralization, chauvinist and
Russifying policies, forced collectivization, counterrey-
olutionary terror, and mass murder. Among the victims
in the ensuing frame-up purges were Dadash Bun-
iatzadeh, Jalalutdin Korkmasov, Narbutabekov, and Turar
Ryskulov — indeed, all the speakers from Asia at the
Baku congress who were within Stalin’s reach and whose
fate is known. All were killed except for Khaver
Shabanova, who was jailed but escaped execution. Nar-
iman Narimanov, congress cochairman and first president
of the Azerbaijan Soviet republic, died before these
purges in 1925. Yet even he was posthumously de-
nounced and vilified. The republics of Central Asia and
the Caucasus came to resemble Bantustans, excluded
from any role in world politics beyond occasional folk-
loric display and administered by corrupt and violent
chieftains dependent on Moscow's favor.

Comintern policy under Stalin's leadership went over to
the nationalist ideology of “*socialism in one country.” Revo-
lutionary workers' and peasants’ movements were subordi-
nated to bourgeois nationalist political currents and to the
narrow national interests of the bureaucratic caste ruling in
the Kremlin. The initial, disastrous results of this policy were
recorded in the defeat of the 1925-27 revolution in China.

The Baku congress today

Six decades later, in late 1989 and early 1990, working
people of Baku entered the political arena once more,
solidarizing with antibureaucratic struggles across Eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union. The Moscow regime un-
leashed a military counterattack, known as bloody January,
10 suppress this movement. The people of Baku responded
by demonstrating I million strong, dealing a hard blow to the
murderous regime. Political life began to open up to working
people in Azerbaijan and the other Soviet republics.

On a world scale, the prospects for realization of the
goals of the Baku congress are today better than at any
other time since the early 1920s. Today the world capitalist
economy is gripped in a profound and extended crisis of

stagnation and decline. Its
world political system is one of
growing disorder, marked by
increasingly  uncontrollable
economic conflicts, military in-
terventions, and wars. Working
people in oppressed and impe-
rialist countries alike are in-
creasingly confronted with the
need to take the path of militant
struggle to defend their most
elementary class interests. The
obstacle posed by Stalinism to
taking this path has been deci-
sively weakened.

In these conditions, the con-
ceptions of united world strug-
gle for political and social lib-
eration mapped out at Baku and
by other Comintern congresses in Lenin’s time will now
find new life and expression in the struggles of workers
and farmers in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, as well as
of those in the imperialist heartlands.

New exponents of revolutionary internationalism will
lead working people in taking up and acting on the basic
ideas of the early Communist International and the Baku
congress. They will stand on the achievements of outstand-
ing internationalist fighters who have proven in life the va-
lidity of these principles in the decades since Lenin's death.

Among such fighters can be counted Carlos Fonseca,
founder of the Marxist movement in Nicaragua; Maurice
Bishop, leader of the 1979-83 workers’ and farmers' gov-
ernment in Grenada; Thomas Sankara, leader of the 1983-
87 revolution in Burkina Faso; Malcolm X, outstanding
fighter for revolutionary internationalism; and Nelson
Mandela, head of the African National Congress. Key
principles proclaimed in Baku have above all been upheld
by Fidel Castro, Emesto Che Guevara, and other leaders
of the Cuban revolution, and defended by the Cuban people
through more than 30 years of defiant struggle.

* * *

The Communist International in Lenin’s Time

To See the Dawn is the fifth installment in the Pathfinder
series, The Communist International in Lenin's Time. This
series presents the example and lessons of the international
communist movement in the first years after the October
1917 revolution, before Lenin's death in January 1924.

This series traces the historical continuity of Marxist lead-
ership in the workers’ movement, starting with the struggle
led by Lenin, following the 1905 uprising in Russia, to revo-
lutionize the Socialist International. It follows this continu-
ity to the launching of the Communist (Third) International
and through the first five years of its activity. Previously pub-
lished installments in this series are:

® Lenin's Struggle for a Revolutionary International:
Documents, 1907-1916, The Preparatory Years (1986).

® The German Revolution and the Debate on Soviet
Power: Documents, 1918-1919, Preparing the Founding
Congress (1986).

® Founding the Communist International: Proceed-
ings and Documents of the First Congress, March 1919
(1987).

® Workers of the World and Oppressed Peoples, Unite!
Proceedings and Documents of the Second Congress,
1920. 2 volumes. (1991).

Forthcoming installments of the series will include the
proceedings of the third and fourth congresses of the
Comintern, held in 1921 and 1922 respectively.
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Auto bosses demand
serious concessions

BY AMY HUSK SANCHEZ
AND PETER THIERJUNG

CLEVELAND — Contracts  between
the United Auto Workers (UAW) and the
“Big Three” auto companies — Ford Mo-
tor Co., Chrysler Corp., and General Mo-
tors — expire September 14, Preliminary
press reports indicate that the auto bosses
are demanding serious concessions from
workers.

The UAW contracts cover some 425,000
workers at the Big Three. Contracts with the
Canadian Auto Workers union expire Sep-
tember 27.

Ford and Chrysler handed the UAW their
contract proposals at the end of August.
General Motors has refused to place an offer
on the table prior to the union’s selection of
a negotiating target. UAW officials have
traditionally targeted one of the Big Three
to negotiate the first and pattern-setting con-
tract for the industry.

UAW officials announced Aug. 30 that
Ford will be the negotiating target.

Ford, which netted a second-quarter
profit of $367 million compared to $42

million a year ago, is calling for lump-sum
bonuses instead of wage increases and ad-
ditional bonuses if the union accepts a con-
tract longer than the traditional three years.

Ford wants employees hired after a new
contract is ratified to carry the brunt of any
new concessions. The scope of the takeback
demands are enormous when one considers
statistics showing that more than one-third
of the Big Three's 425,000 union employees
will be eligible to retire in five years.

The average age of workers is 46 at Ford
and Chrysler and 45 at General Motors.

According to the Morning Journal of
Lorain County, Ohio, Ford's proposals for
new hires include:

o Cutting starting pay of employees
hired after a contract settlement to 60 per-
cent instead of the current 85 percent, with
a provision that it take new hires six years,
not the current 18 months, to reach full
pay.

e Copayments of 20 percent for the cost
of medical coverage and annual deduct-
ibles of $150 for single individuals and
$300 for families. New employees would

ey - i

have to pay 50 percent of the cost of cov-
ering dependents until they reach 10 years
of service.

e Company-provided eye, hearing, and
dental care would be eliminated and the
traditional pension plan would be dropped

Minnesota public forum debates NAFTA

BY DOUG JENNESS

ST. PAUL, Minnesota— Sharply coun-
terposed views on the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) were presented
at a public forum here on August 28. Speak-
ing in favor of the trade pact, which requires
the approval of Congress before it can go
into effect Jan. 1, 1994, Hector Garcia said,
“Nobody should be unconcerned about loss
of jobs. NAFTA will mean job growth re-
sulting from growth of the export market.”
If current trade patterns continue, he argued.
“Mexico will become the number one mar-
ket for U.S. products,”

Garcia, executive director of Minneso-
tans for NAFTA and president of Mex-U.S.
Interinvestment, an international consulting
firm in St. Paul, stated that there has been a
consistent job loss in the United States for
some time, ““but this has nothing to do with
NAFTA, which hasn’t even gone into effect
yet, or with Mexico.” He attributed the job
loss in the United States to stepped-up com-
petition with Japan and western Europe.

Bill McGaughey, an activist in the Min-
nesota Fair Trade Coalition and the author
of A US.-Mexico-Canada Free-Trade
Agreement: Do We Just Say No? (This-
tlerose Publications, Minneapolis, 1992),
strongly denounced NAFTA and called for
its defeat. The Fair Trade Coalition includes
all the central trade union bodies in Minne-
sota, many union locals, farmers’ organiza-
tions, peace, and environmental groups.

McGaughey contended that NAFTA will
“politically ratify the job loss to low-income
countries.” Moreover, he said, “there’s no
data that there will be a job gain in the U.S.”
as a result of NAFTA. He cited the “free-
trade zone" on Mexico's border with the
United States where U.S. companies have
established plants called magquiladoras.
“These are the prototype of what will hap-
pen with NAFTA." These plants have led to
less jobs for U.S. workers, he said.

Referring to the recently negotiated side
agreements to the trade pact that are sup-
posed to provide greater protection for
workers and the environment, McGaughey
said they still don't make the multinational
“polluters pay for pollution.” He said a
shorter workweek to provide more jobs and
other measures to improve conditions of
workers are good, but “we must first get rid
of the threat of NAFTA.”

Tom Laney, former recording secretary of
United Auto Workers Local 870 at the Ford
truck plant here and a member of the New
Directions Caucus in the union, argued that
“it would be useful for labor to defeat
NAFTA, but it shouldn’t be its number one
campaign.” He said the main problem work-
ing people face is that the union officialdom
has become “corrupt™ and is “promoting
labor-management collaboration.”

The Ford assembly worker said the UAW
should provide funds to help organize work-
ers in Mexico and that U.S. and Mexican
workers should join forces to fight for a
shorter workweek. But, unfortunately, the
UAW is currently “in shambles,” he said. “It
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New Yorkers protest NAFTA in May.
Sachs argued that the labor movement
should be opposed to all protectionist re-
strictions on trade and advocate opening
the borders for travel and immigration.

is no longer the community-based organiza-
tion that it was in the 1930s and '40s.”

The final speaker was Kari Sachs, also a
Ford worker and member of UAW Local
879, as well as the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for mayor of St. Paul.

Sachs stated that NAFTA was “neither a
bogeyman nor a savior” for workers in
North America, She said the main problem
workers face in the discussion around the
trade accord is miseducation by the labor
officialdom. “They cry crocodile tears for
Mexican workers,” but their stress on saving
U.S. jobs “pits workers in the United States

and Mexico against each other and rein-
forces chauvinism, which only helps the
bosses.” Sachs argued that the labor move-
ment should be opposed to all protectionist
restrictions on trade and advocate a policy
of opening the borders for travel and immi-
gration for all workers.

High unemployment, even during an eco-
nomic recovery in the business cycle, is a re-
sult of the workings of the capitalist systemin
aperiod of depression, the socialist candidate
said. The anti-NAFTA campaigners, Sachs
stated. avoid a real fight around workers’ in-
terests, including for jobs. They've put the
anti-NAFTA campaign in first place and
hardly do “anything to publicize and build
support for striking coal miners who are in the
forefront of fighting the employers today.”

The socialist candidate also noted that
ultrarightist and fascist-type figures such as
1992 presidential candidate Patrick Bu-
chanan are slamming NAFTA. connecting it
to their anti-Mexican and anti-immigrant
propaganda, She cited Buchanan's state-
ment at an August 26 news conference,
where he asked, “*“Why should the American

people be responsible for cleaning up the

pigpen that the Mexicans have made on their
side of our common border?"

Sachs called for seeing working people in
Mexico and other countries neither as victims
oras “pigs’ but as “potential political fighters
and allies,” in the fight to better “our common
interests, including for a shorter workweek
with no reduction in pay and for canceling the
Third World debt” to foreign bankers.

A lively discussion followed the presen-

tation at the meeting, which was sponsored
by the Militant Labor Forum.

Auto worker handling engine at GM plant. UAW picked Ford as negotiating target.
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in favor of an annual 2 percent payroll
deduction that would be placed in a retire-
ment savings plan.

Chrysler has put forward many of the
same proposals, but also wants health insur-
ance concessions along the same lines from
current employees,

Takeback demands by General Motors
are expected to be more far reaching. The
economically troubled automaker is cur-
rently closing 21 plants and eliminating
some 74,000 jobs. Until recently, General
Motors reported substantial profit losses in
its North American vehicle operations.

While UAW officials have dismissed
Chrysler’s demands for concessions from
current employees, Emie Lofton, chief
UAW negotiator with Ford, told reporters
he saw enough in Ford’s proposals “that
leads me to believe that if we were the target
we could come out with an agreement by
the deadline.”

Press reports on negotiations between the
UAW and the Big Three have been publish-
ed in some parts of the Midwest, particu-
larly in Michigan and northern Ohio, and
have sparked discussions on the shop floor.
Lapel buttons saying, “I don't want to strike.
but I will!™ have been distributed by the
union at some plants,

However, auto workers in other parts of
the country have been left in the dark.

At the Ford assembly plant in Avon Lake,
Ohio, many workers are angry at the com-
pany’s takeback demands. About 50 percent
of the work force at the plant has been hired
in the last three years under current two-tier
wage provisions. Many are younger work-
ers.
One worker at the plant said in an inter-
view that the company “wants us 10 screw
the young guys.” Some workers opposed
establishing additional wage and benefit
tiers for new hires. "We already have
enough divisions in this plant,” said another
worker.

Amy Husk Sanchez is a member of UAW
Local 2000 in Avon Lake, Ohio, and Peter
Thierjung is @ member of UAW Local 538
in Cleveland.

Immigration cops step up raids in Minnesota

BY TONY LANE

MINNEAPOLIS — In just one week in
August, 200 suspected undocumented
workers were arrested here by immigra-
tion officials and other local police agen-
cies. The Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) raided GFI America, a local
meat packing plant on August 17. Armed
with a search warrant for the arrest of 99
workers, INS agents detained 77 of these
workers along with 7 others who were
picked up in the sweep. Immigration of-
ficials said the raid was the “largest round-
up ever in the state.”

These raids, which followed earlier such
sweeps this year in Minnesota, especially in
Marshall and Willmar in western and south-
western Minnesota, have brought the num-
ber of immigrants arrested in the state this
year to almost 1,000, twice the amount of
previous years. Speaking of the week’s
raids, Carl Houseman, the district director
for the INS, said, “l don’t think we’ve had
anything like that before,”

In addition to the raid on the meat-pack-
ing plant, the INS actions involved a
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sweep of the city — including city parks,
under bridges, laundries, and a plastics
manufacturer. INS officials said that those
picked up were “street people suspected
of making their living by criminal means.”
City police teamed up with the INS for
these raids.

Roy Garza, who heads the Spanish-
Speaking Affairs Council, criticized the
raids for “targeting the Mexican commu-
nity. There is an anti-immigrant hysteria
sweeping the country and Minnesota,” he
said. Garza pointed out that while Mexicans
make up about a quarter of the undocu-
mented workers in that state, “they make up
100 percent of the raids.”

Garza said that the civil rights of Chica-
nos were being violated. “Three of those
arrested at GFl America were Mexican-
Americans,” he pointed out.

Garza also asked what business the Min-
neapolis and Park Board police have in en-
forcing the immigration law, a federal law.
He said that the cops picked up three people
off the street in south Minneapolis, arrested
them, and then handed them over to the INS.

Kari Sachs, Socialist Workers Party can-
didate for mayor of St. Paul, visited the GFI
America plant and spoke with workers
there. “They told me their friends and fam-
ily are in fear and hiding. Many workers
said the raids show that ‘Clinton doesn’t
like Mexicans.””

In a statement released to the press, Sachs
said, “These raids are not an attempt to get
rid of so-called illegal immigrants, but to
make workers in this position more fearful.
These attacks are also aimed at scapegoat-
ing immigrant workers for the deepening
economic and social crisis.”

Sachs also pointed to the danger of the
INS justifying a raid on the basis that it
was against “‘criminals” and “street peo-
ple.”

“Outrageous as the raid against a meat-
packing plant is, does describing it as an
attack on ‘criminals’ mean that scouring of
streets, parks, and under bridges is okay?”

Tony Lane is a member of Oil, Chemical
and Atomic Workers Local 6-717 at Greif
Bros. in Rosemont, Minnesota.



Fiji gold miners fight for union recognition

BY BRENDAN GLEESON

SUVA, Fiji — Though its been more than
two and a half years since going on strike,
miners here are continuing their fight for
improved working and living conditions and
for recognition of their union.

“Itis probably the longest industrial strike
that has ever happened in this country. I'm
sure it can reach three years,” explained
Kavekini Navuso, the general secretary of
the Fiji Mine Workers Union (FMWU), in
an interview in August.

Seven hundred workers struck Emperor
Gold Mines at Vatukoula in the northwest
of Fiji's main island of Viti Levu on Feb-
ruary 23, 1991. According to Navuso,
about one-third of that number remain ac-
tively involved in the fight today, organ-
izing picket lines at the mine gates six days
a week.

“The mine strikers are still there,” he said.
*“The families still remain in the houses that
the company had wanted them to vacate
within five months of the strike. The work-
ers are very strong in their minds. They are
determined to stay there until they get what
we want.”

Fiji is a group of islands in the South
Pacific with a population of 750,000. Gold
mined at Vatukoula is the country’s third-
largest export after sugar and garments.

The Emperor Gold Mining Co. has a
50-year history of hostility to unions. Work-
ers face brutal conditions at the one surface
and three underground mines, including ex-
treme heat, poor drainage, and lack of safety
equipment, Work injuries are frequent, re-
sulting in many deaths over the years prior
to the strike.

The renewed drive to form a union be-
gan five years ago following the introduc-
tion of a new contract work system. Under
this scheme, workers are paid according to
productivity. “Work-related expenses,”

such as the cost of helmets, overalls, boots,
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gelignite (dynamite), and other equipment,
are deducted from wages. as is rent and
electricity for company-provided accom-
modation.

At the time of the strike, workers received
a minimum wage of 60 cents an hour. After
company deductions, it was possible to re-
ceive zero income.

Housing ‘unfit’

The miners’ housing was described as
unfit for human habitation by the Depart-
ment of Health. “The conditions are very
poor,” emphasized Navuso, “with old, dilap-
idated houses. The water is not treated. It is
polluted with the toxic chemicals used in the
mining process. Children are drinking it and
swimming in it. The children are just pathet-
ic — weak bones and weak hearts.”

The company claims it has recruited as
many as 1,500 replacement workers. The
total work force when the strike began was
1.150.

However, Navuso disputes company
claims that production is back to normal.
“We know the company is lying. The com-
pany has always lied over the past half
century. It is saying what is good for busi-
ness.

“These are very inexperienced workers.
How could the mine be operating at full
capacity? A lot of them have been killed
since we went on strike. In one instance, in
November last year, two fatal accidents oc-
curred in the space of one week. The com-
pany then celebrates 500,000 hours accident
free. At the same time as these deaths are
occurring, the company is celebrating, It is
saying Vatukoula mine is accident-free. It’s
a tub of lies.”

A report by a board of inquiry commis-
sioned by the director of mines into one of
these deaths was released in July and was
front page news in the Fiji Times, the main
daily newspaper. The report recommended
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that the Office of Public
Prosecution explore the
viability of filing charg-
es against Emperor for
contravening  mining
regulations.

The FMWU is urg-
ing the government to
proceed with a prose-
cution on the basis of
the evidence found by
the inquiry. “That is a
very good basis for the
government to go right
ahead,” said Navuso.

However, Director
of Mines Alfred Simp-
son says the report is
not a matter of priority.
“I will deal with it in
the normal course,” he
told the Fiji Times.

The FMWU has
been striving to win re-
placement workers to
the union. “After the re-
cruitment of this scab
labor we did quite an in-
tensive recruitment of
these workers and we
recruited about 850"
said Navuso.

“There is a problem
though. The company
set up another ‘union’
called the Vatukoula
Mine Workers Coun-
cil. The company is
falsely claiming that
the 850 workers we
have recruited, who
have signed registra-
tion cards with us, are
members  of  the
Vatukoula Mine Workers Council, which
is an in-house union, a company union.”

Legal blows

In their fight for union recognition, the
miners have also faced blows from the gov-
emment and legal system.

Originally, explained Navuso, “the gov-
emment went through our document and
found the Fiji Mine Workers Union had the
majority of members, so it gave a compul-
sory recognition order to the company o
recognize the FMWU as the rightful orga-
nization to represent the workers at
Vatukoula mine.” However, Emperor took
this to a judicial review and got the order
overturmed.

Then, prior to elections last year, the
Interim Government, which had been es-

Striking coal miners tour Alabama

BY JOHN HAWKINS

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama —*"If the
BCOA wants a fight we're more than ready
to give them one,” said Mike Blair, a striking
coal miner from lllinois, speaking at the
August 25 meeting of the Jefferson County
Labor Council.

“In fact the UMWA, with the support of
the rest of the labor movement will crush
them.”

Blair, 2 member of United Mine Workers
of America (UMWA) Local 9152 at Ziegler
Coal Holding Co.’s Mine 11 in Coulterville,
Illinois, is speaking to trade unions and other
organizations here along with Cletus Lloyd,
another striker from Illinois.

The tour of the two strikers, organized by
UMWA District 20, is mobilizing support
for the miners’ strike and helping to build
area participation in Labor Day weekend
activities in Evansville, Indiana.

Seventeen thousand UMWA members are
on strike in seven states fighting for a con-
tract with the Bituminous Coal Operators
Association (BCOA).

Thanking the Jefferson County Labor
Council for previously inviting mine workers
to Alabama, and for helping kick off strike
support efforts in the state, Blair invited the
delegates to come to Evansville and bring as
many of their members as possible.

“The fight the mine workers are waging
— for job security and against union bust-
ing — is an important fight for all working
people. And the rally in Evansville will be
an important demonstration of solidarity
with our fight.”

In addition to the Jefferson County Labor
Council, Blair and Lloyd spoke this week to
the Building Trades Council, Walker County
Labor Council, Tuscaloosa County Labor
Council, and Gadsden Labor Council, where
delegates from a Paperworkers local donat-
ed $500 on the spot.

The strikers also met with officials from
District 36 of the United Steelworkers of
America (USWA) and received an invitation
to address all USWA locals in Alabama.

At a meeting of United Auto Workers
(UAW) Region 8 Community Action Pro-
gram (CAP) Council, the miners received a
similar response. In the discussion follow-
ing the miners’ presentations, several of the
delegates pointed to the support received by
the fledgling auto workers union from the
UMWA in the 1930s as one motivation for
UAW locals backing the miners’ fight today.

The miners’ presentations to the meeting
were videotaped for future use and they were
invited to address UAW locals throughout the
state.

Trade union activists here are organizing
a Labor Day caravan to Evansville. Spon-
sored by UMWA District 20, the caravan is
endorsed by the Jefferson and Walker Coun-
ty Labor Councils; Jim Albright, president
of the Alabama AFL-CIO; USWA District
36; and UAW CAP Council.

Union locals throughout the area are rais-
ing funds as part of a food drive. which they
plan to deliver to UMWA Region III at the
Labor Day events,

Former strikers at Trinity Industries,
members of USWA Local 9226, and strikers

at National Standard in Columbiana, mem-
bers of USWA 15015 are being sponsored
to attend the Evansville rally by USWA
District 36.

Blair and Lloyd also visited the picket line
and exchanged experiences with strikers at
Johnson Casting in Bessemer, where work-
ers recently organized themselves into the
USWA.

The two strikers, accompanied by local
UMWA officials and activists, have also
spoken with hundreds of fellow UMWA
members over the past week at local meet-
ings and at bathhouses. In discussions they
have pointed out that the fight for a decent
contract with the BCOA will have a big
impact on miners here, despite the interim
agreement reached with the Independent Bi-
tuminous Coal Bargaining Alliance.

Miners on strike against the BCOA com-
panies, they explain, are front-line troops in
the battle for a decent contract for all miners,
who need the active suppor of the entire
union in order to win.

Miners here readily agree on the strakes
involved in this fight, not only for the
UMWA but for the labor movement as a
whole.

The tour has also broken through the local
media blackout of the strike. Articles have
appeared in the Birmingham News and Jas-
per Daily Mountain Eagle that explain the
stakes in the fight and what area unionists
and others are doing to build support for it.

John Hawkins is a laid-off miner and mem-
ber of United Auto Workers Local 1155.
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Kavekini Navuso, general secretary of Fiji Mine Workers.

tablished following two 1987 military
coups in Fiji, decreed a series of new labor
laws. “*So, before a union can go on strike,
before we can lodge a trade dispute, the
law requires us to apply for voluntary rec-
ognition with the company,” explained
Navuso. “The unions in Fiji face a union-
busting tactic.”

The striking miners have won wide-
spread sympathy among working people in
Fiji, as well as intemational attention. At-
templs early in the strike to use cops and
security guards to break the picket lines and
evict the strikers from company housing
acted to deepen support.

The strike remains a central issue in Fiji
politics. “Last week there was a cabinet
decision to have a commission of inquiry
into Vatukoula instituted to investigate the
conditions of work there,” reported
Navuso.

“l see that as positive for us,” he said.
“This can give us good ground to expose a
lot of these conditions, a lot of these activ-
ities that have not been known to the public
and the international community.

“At the same time, the patience of the
miners will only go so far,” Navuso said.
“You cannot legislate against anger and
emotion. So far, my members have been
good enough and strong enough to see what
the government can do.”

International solidarity

Intermational solidarity with the Fiji min-
ers’ fight is a pressing need, Navuso
stressed. *'1 need more help from the inter-
national community. For unions in Fiji, de-
spite the more democratic government,
things are still in the employers' favor. The
government has not done much for the ben-
efit of workers, and at the same time the Fiji
Trade Union Congress is not able to make
much headway because of the antiunion
stance of the cabinet.”

The FMWU faces difficulties in keeping
up contacts with unionists in other countries
as it lacks funds. “But | know the moral
support is still very strong,” said Navuso.

Solidarity messages and financial sup-
port can be sent to: Mine Workers Union,
¢/o Trade Union Congress, P.O. Box 1418,
Suva, Fiji. A video about the Vatukoula
miners’ strike, “Na Ma'e. Na Ma'e.”, is
available from Fiji Independent News Ser-
vice, P.O. Box 78, Balmain, NSW 2041,
Australia.

Brendan Gleeson is a member of the Dairy
Workers Union in Auckland, New Zealand.
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Washington intensifies war in Somalia

Continued from front page

secretary of defense Les Aspin. Aspin de-
fended the Clinton administration's plans to
step-up military operations in Somalia. He
vowed an open-ended stay for U.S. troops
in the Hom of Africa.

Speaking to a meeting of the Center for
Strategic and International Studies, Aspin
stated that U.S. troops will not leave until
“order" is restored to Mogadishu, the capital
city; weapons are confiscated from the vast
majority of the Somali people; and “credible
police forces” are set up in the country’s
major cities.

Without this course of action, asserted
Aspin, “political chaos will follow . . . the
situation will return to what existed be-
fore the United Nations sent in its
troops.”

U.S. troops invaded Somalia last Decem-
ber in what then-President George Bush
presented as a short term humanitarian mis-
sion to feed starving Somalis. In early May,
Washington handed over military command
of the operation to the United Nations,
which currently has some 24,000 troops in

the country. The U.S. military still maintains
1,400 infantry soldiers and 3,100 logistics
troops in Mogadishu.

The U.S. defense secretary also urged
other nations to contribute more troops 1o
the UN force in Somalia, which remains
4,000 troops short of its goal of 28.000.
Washington is worried that some govern-
ments currently supplying soldiers, such
as France and Belgium, may withdraw
before others have arrived to take their
place.

Aspin’s speech came shortly after U.S.
president Bill Clinton dispatched 400 spe-
cially trained Army Rangers to augment
the U.S. troop presence in Somalia. The
arrival August 26 of the first 65 rangers
from this elite U.S. military unit coincided
with demonstrations by Somalis who set
up roadblocks and threw stones at UN
troops conducting a search for weapons in
a neighborhood on the south side of
Mogadishu.

According to an article in the August 27
issue of the New York Times, *The United
Nations soldiers were forced to cut short

their search and had to be assisted by troops
in armored personnel carriers, as Somalis
angered by their presence took to the streets
throwing stones and burning tires. . . . Asthe
troops retreated into their compounds, the
roadblocks multiplied.”

Army Rangers aim to capture Aidid

One of the central goals of the Army
Ranger unit is to capture General Aidid. The
Pentagon blames Aidid for deaths and inju-
ries incurred by U.S. and UN troops occu-
pying the country, including the 24 Pakistani
soldiers killed in clashes June 5, the four
U.S. GIs killed in an explosion in Mogadi-
shu August 8, and six other U.S. soldiers
wounded August 22.

The longer U.S. and UN troops remain
in Somalia, the greater becomes the anger
and hostility of the Somali people toward
them. UN soldiers closed Mogadishu’s
main airport to all civilian traffic for a
week at the end of August, allegedly to
counter a possible attack by Aidid’s
forces.

According to the Caritas Association, a

Georgia antigay measure stirs debate

Continued from back page

library for carrying plays by Shakespeare?
They don’t support family values. What
about the museums?”

“Who is going to define what are the
programs that ‘advance and support strong
community, family oriented standards™?”
asked Cherry Spencer-Stark, chairperson of
the board of Theatre in the Square.

Rightist groups, however, succeeded in
mobilizing more people. Several Cobb
churches urged members to attend the meet-
ing. Members of Pat Robertson’s Christian
Coalition activated phone lines. Right-wing
columnist Patrick Buchanan's supporters
showed up as well and spoke in support of
“Judeo-Christian values.” “I'm a Christian
and [ don’t want my children taught that ho-
mosexuality is an acceptable lifestyle,” Letha
Faulkner told the New York Times. Outside, a
commission supporter waved a cardboard
sign saying, “Praise God for AIDS.”

Boosted by this turnout, the board
passed a motion proposed by Commis-
sioner Gordon Wysong stating that “life
styles advocated by the gay community . .
.are incompatible with the standards to
which this community subscribes.” The
resolution concluded, “[We] send this mes-
sage to policy makers of this country such
that a previously silent voice will now be
heard.”

Arts funding and *family values’

At the same meeting, the commissioners
proposed an ordinance to restrict public
funding to arts projects that advance and
support “strong community, family oriented
standards.”

Spurred on by this setback, opponents of
the commissioners’ decisions began to or-
ganize. The Cobb Citizens Coalition was
formed to fight censorship and discrimina-
tion against gays and lesbians. Two hundred
opponents of the legislation demonstrated in
Marietta Square August 14 and hundreds
more at a “Queer Family Picnic” August 22.
Democratic rights activists outnumbered
right-wingers at a widely publicized organ-
izing meeting of the Christian Coalition in
Atlanta.

The American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) and People for the American Way
threatened to bring suit against any motion
to restrict arts funding based on “family
values.” The Cobb County Community Re-
lations Council went on record against the
commission’s decisions.

The far-reaching scope of the Cobb
Commission’s proposals has sparked a
wide-ranging debate both in the Atlanta

—CALENDAR—

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis

Come to a Victory Celebration! Hear the details
about the triumphant Second Pastors for Peace
Friendshipment Caravan to Cuba. Videos, slides,
discussions, refreshments, and Cuban music. Sun.,
Sept. 12, 4-6 p.m. Organized by the Twin Cities
Cuba Friendshipment Committee, Plymouth Con-
gregational Church, 1900 Nicollet Ave. (Near
Franklin). Donation: $3. Tel: (612) 378-0062.
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area and more broadly. Cobb County has
been deluged with phone calls. Local
newspapers have been filled with letters to
the editor on the issues. The controversy
has been the subject of numerous national
newspaper and TV reports. For instance,
Wysong and commission opponents were
featured on Buchanan's TV show “Cross-
fire.”

On August 24 the commission returned
to the debate on the proposed cut in arts
funding. This time “family values” support-
ers were outnumbered by hundreds of sup-
porters of equal rights for homosexuals and
opponents of art censorship, who held a raily
and picket line outside the meeting.

Rather than face an ACLU lawsuit, the
commissioners voted unanimously to with-
draw all funding for the arts (a total of
$110.000 in 1994) and to spend more on
police dogs and video cameras for cop squad
cars.

The director of the Academy of Fine
Arts noted in the debate that by cutting
funding for all the arts, the commissioners
are “throwing the baby out with the bath
water.” It means cutting programs for chil-
dren and senior citizens and those who
can’t afford to pay, leaving art as a luxury
item for the rich.

On August 26 Cobb Citizens Coalition
and the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation called for a boycott of Cobb
County’s new $43 million convention center
to protest the commission’s decisions.

The same day, after a complaint by Cobb
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Right to Life, Commission chairperson Bill
Byme ordered an end to insurance coverage
of elective abortions for Cobb’s 3,700 em-
ployees,

As the debate unfolds, opponents of the
decisions by Cobb County commissioners
are winning more and more support. A poll
released by the Constitution August 24
showed nearly 60 percent of Atlanta area
residents supported “equal treatment” for
gays and lesbians. Nearly two-thirds of met-
ropolitan area residents, including a major-
ity in Cobb County, said they believed the
resolution condemning homosexuality was
the effort of a few individuals and does not
reflect “‘community standards.”

Bob Braxton is the Socialist Workers candi-
date for mayor of Atlanta and a member of
United Auto Workers Local 882.

German charity organization, about 50
UN troops forced their way into the
Benadir Hospital in Mogadishu August
16 damaging the children’s ward there.
The soldiers, who were supposedly
searching for weapons, kicked in doors,
ransacked medicine cupboards, and
forced the doctors and patients to leave
the premises.

Ruling-class debate

The continued U.S. military operations in
Somalia have led to a debate within ruling
class circles about the wisdom of the Clinton
administration’s current course. “Why are we
still there?”" writes Charles Krauthammer in
an August 13 Washington Post opinion col-
umn, “Playing God in Somalia.”

“The problem,” Krauthammer says, “is
that [the] final stage is nowhere in sight. On
Tuesday, [August 10] David Shinn, the U.S.
special coordinator for Somalia, spoke of
getting out in 1994 or 1995, This is light-at-
the-end-of-the-tunnel talk."

“What is our purpose? What is the cost?
And how long do we stay?” asked Senate
minority leader and Kansas Republican
Robert Dole at a news conference after Clin-
ton announced sending the 400 Army Rang-
ers to Somalia.

Right-wing politician Patrick Buchanan
called for retaliating against Aidid and then
“get[ting] the hell out.” This point of view
was also presented in a recent editorial in
the New York Post, entitled: “Somalia: Time
to come home."

Democratic California congressman
Ronald Dellums, chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee, supports con-
tinued U.S. participation in the UN opera-
tion in Somalia. He is, however, uneasy
about sending the Army Rangers, since
their deployment is directly under U.S.
command rather than as part of a UN “so-
lution.”

Randall Robinson, executive director of
TransAfrica, said it would be a mistake for
U.S. forces to kill Aidid. Robinson suggests
as an alternative that the U.S. government
arrange “‘permanent exile” for Aidid to an-
other country.
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M6G IM1. Tel: (416) 533-4324.

Yancouver: 3967 Main St. Postal code: V5V
3P3. Tel: (604) 872-8343.

FRANCE

Paris: 8, allee Berlioz 94800 Villejuif Tel: (1)
47-26-58-21
GREECE

Athens: P.O. Box 67225, 15102 Melissia,
Autiki. Tel: 01-64 03 160.

ICELAND

Reykjavik: Klapparstig 26. Mailing address:
P. Box 233, 121 Reykjavik. Tel: (91) 17513.
MEXICO

Mexico City: Apdo. Postal 5-777, C.P. 06502
Mexico D.F.

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland: La Gonda Arcade, 203 Karan-
gahape Road. Postal Address: P.O. Box 3025.
Tel: (9) 379-3075.

Christchurch: 199 High St. Postal address:
P.O. Box 22-530. Tel: (3) 365-6055.
SWEDEN

Stockholm: Vikingagatan 10 (T-bana St
Eriksplan). Postal code: S-113 42. Tel: (08) 31
69 33.



—— GREAT SOCIETY

Militant subscription, anyone?
— When the State Dept. agreed to
let that little yellow school bus
continue toward Cuba, the Los An-

geles Times ran a pint-sized story,
neatly tucked away at the bottom
of page 15. And when Fidel Castro
saluted the school bus hunger
strikers, the Times ran an even
smaller story, in the same location.
But when the bus actually crossed
the Mexican border, it did run a

news brief at the top of page 15.

Sleep well — At the Hanford Nu-
clear Reservation in Washington, 51
construction workers were sent
home without pay and won'’t be al-
lowed back until they complete safe-
ty “retraining.” Officials didn’t say
how much training they had to begin
with. The emergency step was taken
after a worker was contaminated
while lowering a rock on a rope into
aradioactive storage tank.

The sane society — The Han-
ford Reservation is the largest U.S.
nuclear waste dump, with 177 un-
derground tanks containing 61
million gallons of radioactive
waste left over from decades of
plutonium production for nuke

weapons. According to Associated
Press, many of the tanks “have
leaked and others are at risk of
exploding.”

“Books on lung cancer? Sor-
ry —Los Angeles officials
moved to sell a landmark library
building to Philip Morris, the cof-
fin-nail folk. Philip Morris will
lease back the library, and enjoy a
federal tax credit for helping to
preserve an historic building. The
city payments will come from a
project intended to build low-cost
housing and will slash the pro-

gram.

The Golden Years— About
eight out of ten coming U.S. retirees
will have less than half the income

needed to live comfortably. Among
women — who mostly have less
savings and live longer — the pov-
erty rate will be double. An expent
said people don't save enough for
retirement because they underesti-
mate how long they'll live, and
overestimate how much employers
and the government will do for
them.

Just prophesizing? — Eugene
Lumpkin, a Baptist minister, was
removed from the San Francisco
Human Rights Commission after
he declared homosexuality an abo-
mination and noted the biblical ad-
monition that gay men should be
stoned to death. Lumpkin denied he
had advocated killing homosexuals,
but had merely agreed with a talk

show host that the Bible advocated
doing so.

We’re talking flatulence? —
Successories, a chain operation, re-
ports a brisk business in motiva-
tional items for businesspeople.
Like. a line of Art of Achievement
posters. At $69.95 apiece, one fea-
tures a photo of a sailboat race and
an adage, “We cannot direct the
wind, but we can adjust the sails.”

Like truth in packaging —
Contrary to what the name sug-
gests, Fritos Crisp "N Thin contain
7 percent more calories and 15 per-
cent more fat than the standard Fri-
to-Lay chip. A spokesperson ex-
plains the new ones are “lighter,
longer and thinner.”

‘Antipornography’ laws weaken women’s rights

BY JOAN SHIELDS

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand — In
an attack on democratic rights, government
politicians are promoting new legislation
that tightens censorship laws. This “gift to
women" comes as New Zealand marks the
100th anniversary of women's suffrage.

The Films, Vidcos and Publications Clas-
sification Bill — the title of the new law —
was passed by Parliament in mid-August.
Member of Parliament (MP) John Carter,
who chaired the select committee’s public
hearing on the bill, claimed that it would
“turn back the tide of pornography™ washing

AS I SEEIT

over New Zealand. His government, and the
select committee, “have been determined to
re-establish good moral values,” he told Par-
liament.

The legislation covers films, video re-
cordings, books and magazines, sound re-
cordings, and other publications, including
computer discs and computer-generated
games. A single body — whose members
will be directly appointed by the govemn-
ment — is established to classify material.

The legislation focuses on explicit sexual
material that is violent or involves children.
Censors will decide whether material is “‘ob-
jectionable™ and “injurious to the public
good” and the extent to which it “demeans,
degrades, or dehumanizes™ any person.

The legislation gives police the right to
search private residences and seize property
as long as a search warrant has been obtained.

For the first time, it becomes an offense
to simply possess prohibited material, as
well as to sell or distribute it. This applies
whether or not the material has been classi-
fied at the time it was seized.

This retrospective liability clause has
drawn protests from a number of civil lib-
ertarians and lawyers. It means that some-
one charged under this legislation will not
be able to argue in their defense that they
did not know the material they possessed
was objectionable, or likely to be objec-
tionable, simply because the censors hadn’t
ruled on it.

Labour Party MPs voted against this
clause, but supported the legislation as a
whole.

Labour Party MP Elizabeth Tonnet told
Parliament last December that the bill de-
fends women’s rights.

“Pornography is degrading and, in fact, it

Frrom PATHFINDER

Cosmetics, Fashions, and the
Exploitation of Women

by Joseph Hansen, Evelyn Reed.

Introdluction by
Mary-Alice Waters.

138 pp- $11.95

Available from
bookstores listed
on page 16 or from
Pathfinder, 410
West St., New York,
New York 10014
Please include
$3.00 for postage
and handling for
first title, $.50 each
additional title

COSMETICS
FASHIONS
AND THE
EXPLOITATION
of WOMEN

is a form of discrimination against women
and children, because it depicts them only
as sex objects, not as human beings,” she
said. “Pornography also promotes violence
and sexual abuse against women and chil-
dren, and that is not acceptable.

“People are now seeing the linkages be-
tween pornography and violence, and are
seeing the issue more and more in terms of
a law and order issue,” she added.

Many supporters of women's rights have
echoed these sentiments and have come out
in support of the new legislation.

I believe that taking this approach means
falling into a trap. Censorship laws are not a
weapon in the fight for women'’s liberation.

Rulers seek to restrict rights

The tiny class of capitalists who run this
country profit both economically and polit-
ically from women’s oppression. They seek
1o discredit views that challenge the racist,
sexist status quo. And through the govern-
ment — whose power is at their disposal —
they put restrictions on the circulation of
such views.

This is especially true today, as the em-
ployers and their government deepen their
assault on working people at home and
abroad. They need the ability to restrict
democratic rights if they are to be able to
curtail active opposition to their reactionary
course and to divide and intimidate the vic-
tims of the capitalist crisis.

This is the framework in which we must
evaluate any proposals to strengthen the
government's ability to censor.

The National Party government is not a
pro-woman government. As minister of
women'’s affairs, Jenny Shipley wraps new
censorship restrictions in the language of
opposition to violence against women. But
as minister of social welfare, Shipley has
directly presided over many of the attacks
on social rights that have hit women par-
ticularly hard.

Some supporters of women's rights have
argued that feminists could enforce the anti-
pomography laws differently than the gov-
emnment and its right-wing backers want.
But working people, or feminists, don’t run
the government — the employers do.

The enforcement is left to a government
that doesn’t act in the interest of women —
a capitalist government. Such a government
always uses censorship laws the way it
wants.

One of the main justifications used by
antipornography campaigners is that por-
nography causes rape, wife beating, and
child abuse, Such claims were a prominent
feature of the parliamentary debate on the
new legislation.

This is false. Pornography does demean
women. And there is a link between pomog-
raphy and violence against women and chil-
dren. But pornography is not the cause of
these things.

Antiwoman violence is caused by the en-
tire unequal relationship between the sexes,
with women the inferior sex, in this class-di-
vided society. Sexism and women’s social
powerlessness — rooted in their economic
dependence — cause violence against wom-
en in a society where violence and alienation
are integral aspects of social relations.

Pomography is a particularly vicious part
of the sexist ideology that permeates all of
class society. It fosters an image of women as
less than human, But along with rape and
wife-beating, it is one symptom — not the

cause — of the second-class status of women
in capitalist society. Pornography as we know
it — mass produced for a mass audience, us-
ing primarily photograph, film, and video —
is a recent invention. Women's oppression,
unfortunately, came long before pom.

The idea that pornography causes violence
against women takes the spotlight off the real
cause — the capitalist system itself. As far as
our rulers and their representatives in Parlia-
ment are concerned, it is much better to point
the finger at individual men, individual shop-
keepers, or individual pornographers, than at
the whole class of profiteers.

Pomography is part of the reactionary
ideological pressures bearing down on us —
and should be confronted accordingly. It is
an image and an idea that is harmful and
should be struggled against and stamped
out. Censorship laws, however, won't ac-
complish this.

Endorsing censorship measures such as
the Films, Videos, and Publications Classi-
fication Bill, undercuts efforts to defend and
extend democratic rights, including the
rights of women.

It falsely pits the fight for full human
rights for women against the fight to oppose

every restriction on free speech by the gov-
ernment and all its agencies.

It pits women against unionists fighting
for their rights, antiwar activists, fighters
against racism and national oppression, and
all those who will be the victims of restric-
tions on free speech.

The degradation and violence that wom-
en are subjected to in New Zealand and
elsewhere will not be alleviated by siding
with and relying on the most deadly ene-
mies of women's equality and the rights of
all working people.

These censorship laws and the publicity
around them are part of the offensive in the
war of ideas that the ruling class is waging;
part of preparing the ground for future at-
tacks against all working people.

To respond effectively to this offensive,
we need the broadest possible democratic
rights. That's why supporters of women’s
rights should oppose any form of censorship
law, no matter how progressive it may be
painted up to look.

Joan Shields is a member of the New Zea-
land Meat Workers Union at Alliance
Sockburn.
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Thirty-eight black Gls at Fort Hood, Tex.,
face trials by courts-martial for allegedly hav-
ing demonstrated against being sent to Chica-
20 to serve as “'riot troops” during the recent
Democratic national convention there. The
men are among the 60 soldiers Army sources
say held an all-night sit-in August 25 on aFort
Hood road to protest their deployment to Chi-
cago. The 38 are charged with having dis-
obeyed a lawful order of a superior officer.

Michael Kennedy, staff counsel of the Na-
tional Emergency Civil Liberties Committee,
which is providing legal defense for the ac-
cused soldiers, stated that 43 of the 60 were
held incommunicado for 48 hours, “despite
repeated attempts by lawyers to visit them or
telephone them.

“During this period,” Kennedy continued,
“they were held in the provost marshal’s
building in detention cells and subjected to
long and intensive interrogation. . . . At least
two men were brutalized by the military po-
lice and required medical treatment; one of
the men was hospitalized.”

Eight of the Gls are due to be tried by a gen-
eral court-martial and face possible five-year
prison sentences if convicted. The other 30
are to appear before special courts-martial,
which can impose a maximum punishment of
six months’ imprisonment.
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Gomperism, the policy of “rewarding
your friends and punishing your enemies,”

September 13, 1993

which has kept AFL workers tied to the
Democratic and Republican machines for
decades, is now being promoted by the top
bureaucrats of the CIO under the new
name of labor political action. The rising
tide of opposition to capitalist politics was
shown by the large number of votes cast
in last fall's elections for ALP [American
Labor Party] candidates in New York and
Farmer-Labor Party candidates in Minne-
sota. It was expressed even more dramat-
ically by the demand of the majority of
the Michigan CIO delegates at their July
convention for an independent labor party.
Hillman, chairman of the CIO Political Ac-
tion Committee, is working overtime to
direct this sentiment into the pro-Roosevelt
stream.

In Minneapolis a Labor Day Victory
banquet held under the auspices of the
Minneapolis AFL Central Labor Union
anticipated Hillman’s projected visit to
Minnesota next month, by formally
opening a drive for a Roosevelt fourth-
term. Two hundred eighty represen-
tatives of the AFL., ClO, Railroad
Brotherhoods and farm cooperative or-
ganizations heard speaker after speaker
urge “unity of all liberals™ in order to
secure the re-election of Roosevelt and
of a Congress favorable to him.

Ahint as to the type of “unity” they desire
was given by Toastmaster Hubert Hum-
phrey — labor-endorsed candidate for May-
or of Minneapolis in the spring election,
who declared that “after all the talk of unity
there must be some place 10 come home to™
— and then introduced the Democratic State
Chairman!

The increasing strength of labor party
sentiment among the masses of workers
can be judged by the desperation with
which the Hillmans, Murrays and
Greens as well as all the lesser bureau-
crats of the labor movement, are work-
ing to stem the tide and to deflect the
movement into safe pro-Democratic Par-
ty channels.
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Drop the conspiracy charges!

The indictment of Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman and 14
other people on charges of seditious conspiracy is a flagrant
travesty of justice.

The Clinton adminstration has presented no evidence
that Rahman committed any specific criminal act. Instead
it is mounting a hue and cry over the threat of “radical
Islamic fundamentalism™ and “terrorism™ in an effort to
win public opinion to its trampling of democratic rights.

By painting Rahman as the head of a “secret brother-
hood™ whose members consider themselves to be “Islamic
warriors,” the big-business media attempts to tie Rahman
to supposed intemational terrorism in Africa and the Mid-
dle East. This follows Clinton’s repeated bombings of Traq,
killing innocent civilians; proscribing Sudan as a “terrorist
nation”; threatening Iran; and attacking rights of immi-
grants at home.

Washington hopes that due process and constitutional
rights will be buried under the avalanche of the anti-Arab
terror scare.

Seditious conspiracy laws give the government broad
powers to try and convict its political opponents.

The first sedition laws, passed in 1798, made the ex-
pression of certain ideas a crime. Their aim was to aid
wealthy merchants and landlords in suppressing the dem-
ocratic movement of working farmers, craftsmen, and
laborers fighting to extend the gains of the revolution
against the British crown.

These laws are weapons against the labor movement and
should be opposed by all defenders of democratic rights.

The grand jury added the seditious conspiracy charges

against El Sayyid Nosair in order to get around the fact that
the government is invoking double jeopardy, the unconstitu-
tional practice of trying someone twice for the same crime.

This offers another example of how the U.S. justice
system is stacked against working people and is designed
to protect the interests of the ruling rich.

In 1988 coal miner Paul Smith was found not guilty of
federal charges stemming from a government frame-up
against five union miners in eastern Kentucky. The United
Mine Workers of America members were accused of con-
spiring to interrupt interstate commerce by damaging
trucks used to haul coal in mines owned by A. T, Massey
Co. during a 1984-85 strike. One scab driver was killed in
an incident. The minute the not guilty verdict was read,
however, a U.S. marshal announced that Smith was wanted
for murder on state charges. He was immediately arrested
by Kentucky state cops.

Victimizations like this will become more common as the
bosses and their government use rougher methods to counter
resistance to their takeback demands and wars abroad.

In the current “sedition™ case, Washington has gone so
far that even some columnists in the big-business press —
cheerleaders of the campaign against “Islamic terrorism”
— are expressing doubts about the government’s case.
since it is built around vague allegations utilizing the
conspiracy charge.

The labor movement should demand that the charges
against Abdel-Rahman and the 14 other men be dropped.
The Egyptian cleric should be freed from jail immediately.

U.S. out of Somalia

Just one year ago, the idea that U.S. troops would be
fighting in a small-scale war on the African continent,
shooting kids in the streets, and dropping bombs on civil-
ians in neighborhoods, would have seemed out of the
question to many people.

But that is exactly what Clinton’s White House is up to
in Somalia. In fact, the recent deployment of additional
“elite™ troop units, and the “search™ missions conducted
with the aid of U.S. helicopters in Mogadishu, point to
deeper intervention.

In his August 27 speech, U.S. defense secretary Les
Aspin inadvertently gave lie to the claim of “humanitarian”
purposes for the invasion. “Reports we have from Moga-
dishu say that there is more than enough food to feed the
Somali people.” he said. Why then do more than 24,000
troops under command of the imperialist powers stay?

U.S. officials claim their troops will now stay until a
stable government, that is a regime to their liking, is firmly
in place. But what gives Clinton the right to determine who
will govern the Somali people?

Washington's aim is to advance its military, economic,
and political interests in the Horn of Africa, and against its
rivals in Europe and Japan. These interests have nothing to
do with the Somali people, who are simply a convenient ex-
cuse for the U.S. warlords. Somalia is strategically located.
In addition, U.S. aggression there provides Washington with
the opportunity to reassert its “‘right 1o intervene.”

In a world marked by economic depression and increas-

ingly harsh clashes between imperialist powers, the Clinton
administration is dutifully using every opening to assert
Washington's right to set in motion its gargantuan war ma-
chine whenever and wherever it chooses, without apology.

The latest in a string of fiascoes ensued as the Rangers
attacked a UN building and “captured” some UN employ-
ees and foreign aid workers. U.S. Major David Stockwell,
commenting on this raid, stated, “We're absolutely not
embarrassed. We will not apologize for it.”

The first contingent of Army Rangers landing in Soma-
lia were met with demonstrations and rocks. The longer
Washington stays, the more resistance mounts to the in-
vaders.

The aim of capturing Somali militia chief Aidid is a
political message to the world’s toilers: Those who do not
heel to Washington’s imperial dictates will be punished.
Aidid is to be made an example of.

Clinton’s war against the Somali people fits hand-in-
glove with the Pentagon’s military strategy just announced
September 1. While slightly paring the size of its enormous
armies, Washington will prepare to fight two “regional”
wars at a time.

The plan will be directed against “trouble spots,” mean-
ing, in addition to Somalia, potential wars against the
peoples of Sudan, Iran, Korea, and Yugoslavia.

Working people have no interest in expanding the beat
of the world cop. The U.S. and UN troops should be pulled
out of Somalia now!

Health care is a human right

The Clinton administration’s “‘health-care reform,”
which the U.S. president outlined in an August 26 speech
to the Natinal Governors’ Association in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
has nothing 1o do with improving the medical care of
working people and others in the United States. Rather, it
is part and parcel of the generalized assault against workers
and farmers that Clinton is carrying out as the repre-
sentative of the ruling class.

That’s why the heart of Clinton’s proposals is deeper
cuts in health-care entitlements such as Medicaid and
Medicare. The U.S. president is now testing the waters to
see if he can get away with gutting workmen's compensa-
tion as well. The Clinton plan will also hurt small busi-
nesses, many of which do not have the resources to pay
insurance premiums for all their employees.

Health care is a central concem of working people.
More that 37 million people in the United States have
no medical insurance whatsoever. Millions more are un-
derinsured. And even workers with adequate coverage
find they are being forced to pay a larger percentage of
their paycheck to maintain it.

Clinton's record as president already disproves his claim
to support universal health care. Less than 60 percent of
preschool children get the vaccines that doctors recom-
mend. But President Clinton rejected a proposal for the
government to purchase vaccines, at half the cost charged
to private doctors, and distribute them to all children.

The situation has gotten so bad that a government study
of the health gap between poor and higher-paid people in
the United States reported that in 1986 those families with
incomes less that $9,000 a year had a death rate three to
seven times higher than those with family incomes of
$25,000 or more.
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Clinton claims, however, that “the [health-care] system
works for most Americans.” But this is a lie. A system
where millions do not have access to adequate medical
care; where families must pay to have their children im-
munized against deadly diseases: where politicians debate
whether it is more worthwhile to spend money on health
care for the elderly or for children; and where even one
person dies because they could not afford available tests
or treatment, is not a system that is working.

The great advances in human knowledge and medical
technology that make it possible for people to live longer,
healthier, and more productive lives should not be the private
property of a few individuals or institutions to be sold or
rented to the rest of us — if we are fortunate enough to have
the money to pay. Rather, they are the birthright of humanity
as a whole. Hillary Clinton is wrong. We are entitled to free
health care, simply because we are human.

The labor movement should fight for universal health
care free of charge for all. The problem with the Clinton
health plan is not Bill Clinton. The fact is that the economic
crisis ravaging the entire world capitalist system forces the
bosses and their governments to take away rights that
toilers have won. Health care, like education, housing, and
jobs, are expendable as the ruling rich seek ways to boost
their sagging profits.

It’s not that “the health-care system doesn't work."” It's
that for the majority of humanity capitalism doesn't work.
The only road forward is for workers and oppressed peo-
ples around the world to fight together to defend our rights.
In doing so working people will gain the confidence they
need to overthrow the rulers and their system and replace
it with a society that places human needs before profits.

Tel Aviv agrees to
limited self-rule
for Palestinians

Continued from front page

affect the more than 120,000 Palestinians that work inside
Israel, forming an essential part of the labor force. Tel Aviv
had sealed off Israeli borders to these Palestinian workers
several times this year, causing protests by some Israeli
business owners.

The agreement was worked out in Oslo, Norway, be-
tween a high-ranking PLO official — reportedly finance
officer Ahmed Krai — and Israeli foreign minister Shimon
Peres. It is expected to be signed soon in Washington, D.C.,
at the 11th round of negotiations among Israeli and Pales-
tinian representatives and several other Middle Eastern
governments. The agreement, dubbed “Gaza and Jericho
first,” breaks from Tel Aviv’s rejection of “land for peace”
proposals initiated at the opening round of Mideast talks
in October 1991 in Madrid.

The Israeli regime, hit hard by the worldwide capitalist
economic crisis, has been forced to make concessions.
Unemployment stands at more than 11 percent. In 1991,
11 percent of the population lived below the poverty level.

Tel Aviv was dealt a setback in the aftermath of the
U.S.-organized Gulf War. U.S, imperialism established
closer ties with capitalist Arab regimes, costing Israel its
special place as Washington's watchdog in the Middle
East. This weakened Israel’s influence with the U.S. gov-
ernment, and thus its leverage in wresting U.S. economic
and military assistance while at the same time attempting
to block such U.S. aid to regimes in the Arab countries.
Tel Aviv was also pushed back by the intifada, the sus-
tained rebellion by Palestinian working people in the West
Bank and Gaza that began in December 1987.

The fight for the national rights of the Palestinian people
remains the axis of the class struggle in Israel, and through-
out the areas that constitute Palestine. Every move by Tel
Aviv 1o incorporate the occupied territories into “greater
Israel” has run into explosive resistance, including from
Palestinians inside Israel, deepening the social polarization
in the country. At the same time, every advance in the
Palestinian struggle for national liberation is an internal
social and political crisis for the Israeli government.

Polarization around the accord

The accord has received both praise and criticism from
Palestinians and Israelis. “This is a step toward an inde-
pendent state and this autonomy is better than nothing,” Mo-
hammed Kasas. a 37-year-old construction worker from
Gaza said. But Ramzi Salem, an 18-year-old carpenter, had
adifferent opinion. “This is a failure of the peace process and
an attempt to liquidate the Palestinian cause,” he said.

Ziyad Abbas, a Palestinian journalist from Bethlehem,
traveled through the region to report on peoples’ response
to the agreement. In a telephone interview from Jerusalem,
he said that Palestinian students at universities in the West
Bank are throwing parties to celebrate the announcement
of the accord. On September 1, hundreds demonstrated in
Jerusalem supporting the proposals. An equal number
rallied, however, against the Israeli-Palestinian agreement,
Abbas said.

There were celebrations welcoming the document in
Gaza as well as demonstrations opposing the agreement.
The protests there were organized by Hamas, which has
substantial support in the Israeli-occupied territories.
Hamas leader Abdul Aziz Rantisi called the accord a
“catastrophe.”

The group attracts support using militant rhetoric and
promising to return land stolen from Palestinians since the
1947 partition of Palestine. At the same time it advances
a rightist program seeking the expulsion of Jews from
Palestine; equating democracy, socialism. and communism
with “cultural imperialism™; calling for second-class status
for women; and defending capitalism.

Others opposed to the accord have issued threats against
PLO leaders. The Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales-
tine General Command issued a statement saying, “We re-
mind Arafat of the fate of Sadat . . . Arafatand his entourage
will pay the price.” Anwar Sadat was the Egyptian leader as-
sassinated after signing a 1978 agreement recognizing Israel.
The PLO chairman dismissed the threats saying, “Our forum
is ademocratic forum, and we welcome any criticism."

There were no big celebrations in Jericho, but most
merchants and small business owners supported the agree-
ment, Abbas said. “This is our chance to prove that we can
control our own lives," said Imad Salem, a toy store owner.

Many Palestinians are cautious, waiting to see how the
agreement is implemented. “People want to believe, but
they still have doubts,” said Ahmad Kurishi, a tailor in
Jericho. “Maybe this is the first step towards a Palestinian
state,” Abbas said. “But we have to see what really pans
out from negotiations."

Jewish settlers in the territories were also divided. Right-
ists in a Jericho settlement pledged a campaign of civil
disobedience and launched a hunger strike to oppose Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s proposals. Benjamin Netanyahu,
leader of the Likud Party, visited Israeli settlers in Jericho
August 31, raising an Israeli flag on a Palestinian house to
rally opposition to the agreement.

Several settlers, however, while expressing dissatisfac-
tion with the accords, expressed willingness to leave.
Abbas reported that one settler said, “This is our settle-
ment, our work, our life. But if the government ordered us
to leave, we’ll go.”



Mine accidents rise as London closes more pits

This column is devoted to re-
porting the resistance by working
people to the employers’ assault
on their living standards, work-
ing conditions, and unions.

We invite you to contribute
short items to this column for
other fighting workers around
the world to read about and learn
from these important struggles.
Jot down a few lines about what
is happening in your union, at
your workplace or other work-
places in your area, including in-
teresting political discussions.

Three miners were killed, two
were trapped, and one narrowly es-
caped when a cave-in occurred at
the Bilsthorpe pit in Nottingham-
shire, England, August 18. Two
thousand feet below ground, miners
were developing a new tunnel —
using roof bolting as the only tunnel
support — when tons of rubble
suddenly crashed down on them.

with management. “Safety is get-
ting worse,” he said, “and we feel
it is part and parcel of the push for
greater and greater productivity."”

Despite massive opposition, the
British government is continuing
a program of mine closures that
was announced last year. It plans
to privatize the coal industry,
which was nationalized following
World War I1.

The threat of pit closures in areas
of high unemployment is used to try
and quash demands around work-
ers’ safety. The August 20 issue of
the Independent stated, “Without
continued improvements in effi-
ciency. the question of safety will
cease 10 arise — because Britain’s
coal industry will no longer exist.”

At the same time, the government
is repealing mine-safety laws that
limit underground working hours
and provide for mandatory safety
deputies and union-elected inspec-
tors. The Mines Rescue Service,

ON THE PICKET LINE

The safety of the roof-bolting sys-
tem has been called into question as
a result. Roof bolting is a method of
holding together layers of strata
above the coal seam. Eight-foot steel
rods are drilled up into the rock and
secured with resin. The technique,
favored by management, is esti-
mated to cut development costs in a
pit by at least 50 percent.

John Meads, head of the British
Association of Colliery Manage-
ment, insists that roof bolting done
properly is “safer than other forms
of support.”

Brian Langdon, who heads the
Health and Safety Executive in-
quiry into the Bilsthorpe disaster,
claims the main cause of the roof
collapse was that it was too close to
a preexisting tunnel.

National Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) president Arthur Scargill
stated, “The dash to cut comers in
terms of safety in the mining indus-
try is tied up with the drive towards
privatization.” NUM regional gen-
eral secretary Dave Hopper also be-
lieves the cause of the accident lies

which played a major part in the res-
cue of the three trapped miners, is
also threatened by deregulation. O

Striking soda ash miners
in Wyoming win solidarity

Four hundred eighty United
Steelworkers of America (USWA)
members of Local 15320 have been
on strike against General Chemical
in Green River, Wyoming, for more
than a month. In this remote stretch
of southern Wyoming their colorful
picket shack is a beehive of activity.
Miners serve up lunch and coffee
for pickets and supporters. The
shack is surrounded by campers
and a large tepee erected by moun-
tain recreation enthusiasts.

The immediate issues are retire-
ment and medical benefits, bul sev-
eral workers summarized the strike
as a fight for dignity with big stakes
for the labor movement in this
largely nonunion state. This con-
tract fight with General Chemical,
formerly Allied, will set a pattern
for several other plants across the

Miners protesting in London against pit closures, October 1992. More

accidents have bezn reported as British government failes to enforce

safety laws.

country with “me-too” agreements.

Wyoming has some of the largest
energy and mineral resources, in-
cluding trona, the ore from which
soda ash is produced. Soda ash is
the main ingredient in glass and
baking soda.

The more than 800 steelworkers at
the nearby FMC mine and plant are
backing the General Chemical strik-
ers with heavy moral as well as finan-
cial support. They have donated
$10,000 and pledged $1.000 for each
additional month of the strike.

Referring to the General Chemi-
cal retirees and the many other Wyo-
ming workers who are looking to
this strike, USWA Local 15320 vice-
president Craig Schmidt said,
“We're committed to sit here and
fight. We're not going to sell them
out.” Unionists who want to support
this strike can telephone the local
union hall at: (307)675-6919. O

Steelworkers strike
against three-tier wage

Ninety-one members of United
Steelworkers of America Local
6546 struck Hankison International
July 8 after their six-year contract
expired. Hankinson, near Washing-

ton, Pennsylvania, manufactures
industrial air driers, which are sold
to auto manufacturers, hospitals,
and mines.

The company is demanding the
extension of the two-tier job classi-
fication system and the addition of
a third tier on top of the existing
two-tier wage scale.

Members of the local have or-
ganized support for their strike and
solidarity with others on strike, in-
cluding members of the United
Mine Workers of America and
Steelworkers on strike against Penn
Plastics, down the road from Hank-
ison. The Steelworkers have also
organized two solidarity picnics for
members and their families.

No local members have crossed
the picket line. An alert picket no-
ticed a van with replacement work-
ers going into the plant. As a result
of protests by the strikers, the com-
pany has stopped using scabs. O

California workers pro-
test sweatshop conditions
On August 22, 300 people
marched down State Street in Santa
Barbara, California, to protest Deck-
ers Corp.'s exploitation of its work

force. The march was organized by
the International Association of Ma-
chinists (IAM) Local 2786. Deck-
ers, located in Carpinteria, produces
the high-priced Teva sport sandal
under sweatshop conditions,

Marching in support of the work-
ers and displaying identifiable signs
were members of the United Farm
Workers of America union, Justice
for Janitors from Los Angeles, and
various IAM locals and district
lodges from southern California.

Demonstrators rallied at De La
Guerra Plaza. Requests for support
of the Teva sport sandal boycott,
which was first announced by the
IAM June 30, were reiterated
throughout the rally.

The Machinists’ boycott of the
sandal began after the company
presented a proposal in which the
workers would eam even less in
wages because of increased out-of-
pocket health insurance costs. The
average wage paid 1o workers at
Deckers places them below the fed-
eral poverty level. Many of the 140
workers must share living quarters
with three or four families.

Hermila Sanchez, a sewing de-
partment worker who spoke at the
rally, said, “We are asking for a
better contract, better working con-
ditions, and the end of the existing
system of favoritism and discrimi-
nation at work, where you are pro-
moted only if you are a friend or a
relative of the supervisor.” In rec-
ognition of the female workers who
participated in and spoke at the
rally, chants of “Viva las mujeres!™
(long live the women) could be
heard on several occasions. 0O

The following people contributed
to this week'’s column: Paul Gallo-
way, member of the National Union
of Mineworkers, and Katharine
Lee, member of the Transport and
General Workers Union, in Shef-
field, England;: David Salner, mem-
ber of USWA Local 8319 in Salt
Lake City, Utah: Leroy Watson,
member of USWA Local 6546, and
Sheila Ostrow, member of USWA
Local 7472, in Pittshurgh: and Al-
¢jandra Aranovich in Santa Bar-
bara, California.

—LETTERS

‘Baby Jessica’

The “As I See It” column which
appears in the September 6 issue of
the Militant is a very clear state-
ment of the position which support-
ers of women’s rights should take
on the custody issues raised in the
“baby Jessica” case.

I agree that the starting point
cannot be so-called *“father’s
rights,” nor in this case can it be
“children’s rights.” Adopting ei-
ther such stance obscures the cen-
tral issue of the right of the
woman who bore the child to
raise and nurture it.

Given the brief time period be-
tween Cara Schmidt’s renunciation
of maternal rights 40 hours after
giving birth and her attempt to re-
verse that less than four weeks later,
it seems entirely reasonable that her
right to raise this child should be
upheld.

On one point, though, I think the
column was in error. In addressing
the class character of the different
families involved, | think Estelle
DeBates makes a mistake. Both
families are working-class. Accord-
ing to an article in a March 1993
issue of the New Yorker. Dan
Schmidt is a truck driver who made
about $25,000 in 1992, Cara
Schmidt also worked, although |
don’t know if she currently works
outside the home. Jan DeBoer
works as a printer for the University
of Michigan and made about
$24,000 in 1992. Roberta DeBoer
did not work a job as far as | know.
While income alone doesn’t deter-

mine whether someone is part of
the working class, a truck driver
and a printer in a university print
shop are both workers.

None of this changes the essen-
tial points DeBates makes in the
column. In fact, the point she
makes about the class biases
brought out in this case are right.
The media and the DeBoers
played up the differences between
a university town with implica-
tions of greater intellectual oppor-
tunity for the child and an unwed
mother (at the time she gave
birth) in a small, lowa farm town,
with the obvious intent of appeal-
ing to class biases and the “best
interests of the child.”

| agree completely with the po-
sitions DeBates takes and I'm glad
this issue has been taken up in the
pages of the Militant.

Chris Remple
Des Moines, lowa

Leaflet for the ‘Militant’

After reading the Aug. 9 issue, |
clipped out the editorials titled
“Clinton shows his real face™ and
“End threats against N. Korea,” and
two articles titled “Clinton threat-
ens N. Korea with annihilation”
and *“Police lied in killing of Detroit
worker.” All of this material fit
neatly onto a standard-size piece of
paper, along with a Militant sub-
scription tear-out and a few words
of my own regarding news that
they're not getting via traditional
media, and suggesting the idea of a
collective subscription.

All of this took about twenty
minutes! Any of you can do this!
I park my truck with an attached
placard “Cancel the goddamn
debt.” and | roam around the area
with the attached placard “The
truth about the federal budget def-
icit.” If a person is ready for the
Militant, they will be attracted by
the placards and stop, discuss, ac-
cept my packet of leaflets, and in
some cases buy a Militant or even
subscribe.

Harrell Schultz
Cazadero, California

Agent Orange

The recent release of the most
comprehensive study of the herbi-
cide Agent Orange conclusively
links it to the development of can-
cer and Hodgkin's disease.

The study by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences [nstitute of Medi-
cine predicts thousands more cases
of lung and prostate cancer among
Vietnam veterans. Agent Orange
was used by the U.S. govemment
as a defoliant in the Vietnam War
from 1962 to 1971, saturating the
forests with 19 million gallons.

For years the U.S. govemment
claimed there was no relationship
between Agent Orange and cancer
and only 1,000 of the 39,000 claims
for damages were paid — less than
three percent. The figures of the
victims doesn't even include the
tens of thousands of Vietnamese
who were subjected to the deadly
chemical.

In 1973 with the end of the war

and the defeat of U.S. imperialism,
massive aid was promised to Viet-
nam to rebuild the devastated coun-
try. That aid was never delivered,
Mark Friedman

Los Angeles, California

Unity on left

Enclosed is ten dollars for a trial
subscription. | usually vote for the
Socialist Workers Party in the guber-
natorial and sometimes presidential
elections, although ['ve voted for
People’s Party and New Alliance
Party as well as Citizen's Party be-
fore. 1 wish there could be more
unity on the left in a nation as needy
of change as America. The Militant
is the only newspaper that | know of
that carries electoral coverage of the
SWPand | want to vote for its candi-
dates for govemor and lieutenant
governor in Ohio in 1994,

I went to Rosewood to see Con-
gressperson Dave Hobson today to
ask him if | could vote for a third
party in the primaries next year. I'd
like to vote in the SWP primary, but
I guess a third party has to collect
about thirty thousand signatures to
hold a primary in Ohio.

I became active in politics in the
Gay Activists Alliance and later
joined the People’s Party coalition
in 1974 and for a while the Socialist
Party.

I believe the left is t0o occu-
pied with the issue of abortion
and not on other issues as much
as it should be. We're lucky if a
left periodical has one or two ar-
ticles on the gay liberation move-
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ment every month. | think a
woman should have an abortion
only if her life is at stake; a person
should be more responsible for
her or his sex life’s results.

I think we should really push for
passage of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment when itcomes up foravote: it's
high time people were legally equals
before the law regardless of gender
or sexual orientation.

Gary Mclntire
Saint Paris, Ohio

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate
if you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.

The Militant special prisoner
fund makes it possible to send
reduced-rate subscriptions to
prisoners who can’t pay for
them. To help this important
cause, send your contribution to
Militant Prisoner Subscription
Fund, 410 West St., New York,
NY 10014.

in microform from University
aCantdlfme 1-800-521-3044.
Or mail inquiry to: University
MI 48106, it

=
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London police murder immigrant

BY AGGY PARTASIS
AND CELIA PUGH

LONDON — The killing of Jamaican-
born Joy Gardner by police officers here has
sparked a national debate and protest actions
against the government’s immigration policy.

On the moming of July 28 Gardner’s
solicitor (attorney) received a letter from the
Home Office informing him that his client’s
appeal against deportation had been rejected
and that “arrangements will shortly be made
for her removal to Jamaica.”

What he did not know was that Joy Gard-
ner’s home in North London had already
been raided without waming by three spe-
cial deportation police officers, two local
cops, and an immigration official. They told
Gardner that they had come to take her and
her five-year-old son to the airport for a
flight that day. She was placed in a special
restraining belt with handcuffs and chains.
The cops gagged her with tape over her
mouth and bound her legs. Gardner’s son
recounted that she was forcibly thrown to
the floor where officers sat on her. Ambul-
ance officers reported that Gardner had
stopped breathing and had no pulse They
revived a heartbeat after 45 minutes but
Gardner never recovered consciousness.
The hospital turned off the life support ma-
chine August 1.

Gardner came to Britain in 1987 and had
appealed to extend her stay to complete a
college course and be near her family. Her
mother has lived here for 33 years. The
police first claimed Gardner died of kidney
failure. However, the first postmortem
showed she died of brain damage caused by
lack of oxygen. A second postmortem con-
ducted by four pathologists representing
both the police and family agreed that death
was caused by suffocation.

Shocked reaction to this death sparked a
national debate and protest actions. A draw-
ing in the national daily The Independent
August 9 showed a slave shackled with belt
and cuffs with the headline “Importation
1793" next to an image of gagged-and-
chained Joy Gardner, headlined “Deporta-
tion 1993.”

Within days of the announcement of her
death, metropolitan police commissioner
Paul Condon suspended the three deporta-
tion officers involved and said their special
unit would not take part in deportations
while investigations were carried out. The
govemment Home Office and police head-
quarters at Scotland Yard have begun an
inquiry into methods used during deporta-
tions.

Until this death, the existence of the spe-
cial unit ( SO1-3) was not publicly known,
nor was the fact that it was allowed to use
methods not in the normal police code, like
the restraining belt used on Gardner.

Protests mount

Five hundred angry protesters demon-
strated outside the local police station Au-
gust 3. The next day 500 people packed into
the local African Caribbean Centre to map
out a campaign. Demands discussed at the
meeting included a call for an independent
public inquiry, suspension and prosecution
of the officers, and an end to forcible depor-
tations. On August 7, 1,200 people marched
past the local police station in the largest
mobilization of the campaign thus far.

A wide range of local and national anti-
racist, church, labor, and political organiza-
tions are supporting the protest actions. For
many, these demonstrations are the first in
which they have taken part. A worker born
in Ghana, who had never marched in the
streets before, commented, “I just thought
of my son and that this could be me one day
if we didn’t stand up together against this
attack.” Two young neighbors of Gardner,
who are white, said they'd never been in-
volved before but asked when the next pro-
test event would happen.

After Evening Standard headlines wam-
ing of a “march of hate” and race riots if the
August 7 demonstration took place, some
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local shops were closed and boarded up.
However, other shopkeepers expressed their
support, saying they had known Gardner
and were shocked by her death. One food
shop displayed a large window sign stating,
“No more deaths at the hands of the racist
immigration laws."”

At the center of the campaign are Joy
Gardner’s family and friends. Her mother,
Myma Simpson, has spoken at every event.
At the Caribbean center meeting she stated,
“Please help me to bring justice to every-
body that has been murdered. Help me by
demonstrating and marching to demand the
officers be charged.”

At the demonstration she said, “The po-
lice and immigration people are murderers.
They are murdering Black people and peo-
ple of different races. They won't get away
with this one. We won't stop until we get
justice. We want a full independent inquiry.
It’s not only about this killing but about
those we don’t hear about. They hide it and

London protest against killing of Jamaican-born Joy Gardner by immigration cops.

sweep it under the carpet, But the won't
sweep this one under the carpet. They have
to pay for this and they'll pay dearly.”

On each occasion Simpson appealed for
orderly protests, a request that was respected
by the participants. Gardner’s sister Claudia
told the crowd, “We came to this country to
do the shit jobs and now we want justice.
We're here to stay and we’re going to fight.
We don’t want to keep marching about
deaths. We want to have life—so we'll
keep marching and campaigning until we
get it. We want the officers prosecuted for
murder and those who stood by for conspir-
acy to murder.”

Labour Member of Parliament (MP) Jer-
emy Corbyn said, “We're here because we
deplore the racism of the immigration and
asylum laws. We demand that all deporta-
tions stop.”

Dominica Labour Party MP Rosie Doug-
las joined the demonstration as well. “You
are uniting in solidarity against the British

state,” said Douglas. “We can’t let immi-
grants be scapegoated for unemployment
and their crisis. Joy Gardner did not commit
a crime; she was only here to sell her labor.
But you're standing up — just like the peo-
ple of South Africa and Cuba, where they
are determined to build an independent ex-
istence.”

Press blames victims

Daily press coverage has tried to shift
attention to claims that Gardner had a vio-
lent past and was illegally drawing re-
sources from taxpayers. Some articles
claimed the police have a difficult job re-
straining illegal immigrants who resist de-
portation. While calling for an end to ex-
treme methods of restraint and a reform of
the processes used, government officials
and editorials in the big-business press have
promoted the need for deportations and ad-
ditional restrictions on the rights of immi-
grants. Gardner's mother answered these
attempts to make a criminal of her daughter.
*“The papers have picked up trash,” she said.
“Leave the trash behind and pick up the
issues, which is that my daughter was mur-
dered and that justice must be done.”

The Gardner killing has brought other
cases to public attention. The British Coun-
cil of Churches recently publicized the case
of Nigerian-born Dorothy Nwokedi. She
was forcibly deported July 9, handcuffed,
gagged, and bound for two hours during the
flight, and separated from her four-year-old
son who was deported with her. She had no
money, clothes, possessions, home, family,
or job to go to in Nigeria. Her thumbs were
broken and she sustained heavy bruising.
Rev. David Haslam has demanded that she
be returned to Britain.

The Caribbean Times reported August 3
that in July an official inquest ruled that
Omasase Lumumba was killed “as a result
of improper methods and excessive force in
the process of control and restraint,” while
held in a London prison in October 1991.

Lumumba — the nephew of Patrice Lu-
mumba, the first prime minister of Zaire,
who was killed by rightists aided by UN
troops in 1961 — had claimed political asy-
lum. He was instead detained in prison with
no right to bail nor to appeal against his
detention. Four other asylum seekers have
lost their lives in custody since 1987.

The London Evening Standard reporied
that last year 3,387 people were served with
deportation notices for breaching resident
conditions. Of those, 57 left voluntarily and
1,726 departures were enforced through de-
portation or supervision orders. The rest are
appealing extradition or are untraceable.

Georgia county antigay measure stirs debate

BY BOB BRAXTON

ATLANTA — The latest battle in the cul-
ture war is now being fought in Cobb
County, a suburb of Atlanta.

The Board of Commissioners passed a
resolution in August making the county the
first in the country to condemn the “homo-
sexual lifestyle.” It also cut off all funding
for the arts and has ended insurance cover-
age for abortions for county employees.

In so doing, the commission has stirred
up a homnet’s nest of protest. Those opposed
to discrimination on the basis of sexual ori-
entation, censorship, state legislation on mo-
rality, and attacks on a woman’s right to
choose abortion have mobilized against the
commission’s decisions,

The controversy began in June when At-
lanta mayor Maynard Jackson vetoed legis-
lation adopted by the city council that would
have extended health benefits to live-in do-
mestic partners of city employees,

Jackson professed concemn about the cost
of the legislation, but right-wing critics fo-
cused on the plan’s proposed coverage of ho-
mosexual as well as heterosexual partners.
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Supporters of the Jegislation pointed out
that what was involved was not special
rights for homosexuals, but equal rights and
an extension of health-care and other bene-
fits that are in the interests of all.

Two months of protests, led by gay and
lesbian groups, resulted in the city council
readopting the domestic partner legislation
August 2.

Cobb County commissioners pointed to
the Atlanta debate to justify their attacks on
the right to abortion and civil rights for gays.
Their pretext was one couple’s complaint
about a reference to homosexuality in the
play Lips Together, Teeth Apart, staged by
Theatre in the Square in Marietta, Georgia.
The theater received $41,000 of its $800,000
budget from a county grant.

Debate at board meeting

On August 10, 800 people jammed into
the commission chamber to debate motions
condemning homosexuality and cutting off
funding for arts projects that don’t advance
“family values.”

Critics of the motions pointed out that the

COBB COUNTY '
'

commission's proposals amounted 1o cen-
sorship. “My tax money doesn’t just go to
the arts but to the public libraries as well, "
said Cobb resident Cheryl Davis. “At what
point would this body try to shut down the

Continued on Page 16




