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Washington 
uses Asia 
summit to 
attack rivals
BY GREG ROSENBERG

Washington utilized the November 19-20 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum 
(APEC) summit in Seattle to renew its de­
mands for lower trade barriers that would 
enable U.S. capitalists to sell more o f their 
goods in Asia.

The APEC meeting took place following 
U.S. president B ill Clinton's victorious bi­
partisan campaign for the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The Sen­
ate ratified the pact November 20. The 
agreement establishes a trading bloc binding 
the economy o f Mexico to that o f the United 
States and sets up protectionist barriers 
against capitalists in Europe and Japan.

Clinton also took advantage o f the Seattle 
gathering to bash rival capitalist govern­
ments in Europe for intransigence in the 
talks on the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT).

The GATT was set up in 1948 by the most 
powerful capitalist ruling classes to negoti­
ate agreements governing international 
trade. Today, 116 governments are part of 
the talks in the Uruguay Round, which is 
scheduled to expire December 15 after drag- 

Continued on Page 12

New Zealand 
conservatives 
scrape by in 
elections
BY M IC H A E L  TU CK ER

AUCKLAND, New Zealand —  The rul­
ing National Party claimed a razor-thin vic­
tory November 17 after absentee votes were 
finally tallied in one o f New Zealand’s clos­
est elections. Prime Minister Jim Bolger 
remained in office after his party scraped by 
with a one-seat majority in Parliament.

Initial results o f the November 6 elections 
gave neither the conservative National Party 
nor the opposition social democratic Labour 
Party a majority. Left uncounted were
300,000 absentee ballots o f a total o f 2 
m illion votes cast.

Big-business dailies around the world re­
acted with dismay at the prospect o f a hung 
parliament. “ A surprise upset in New Zea­
land’s national elections,”  said an article in the 
November 8 issue o f the Wall Street Journal, 
“ has left the financial markets braced for tur­
moil and some economists worried that the 
electoral uncertainty could dent an economic 
recovery that has been a long time in coming.”  
Shares fell more than 9 percent in the opening 
minutes o f trading when the stock market re­
opened after initial results were announced.

The National Party, which finally won 50 
seats in the 99-seat parliament, saw its share 
o f the vote decline to 35 percent, down from 
48 percent in the previous elections in 1990.

During its three years in office, the Na­
tional Party government slashed social wel­
fare programs; initiated a broad attack on 
unions, cutting wages and making working 
conditions worse; and pushed sweeping 
privatizations o f state-owned companies. 
An article in the October 16 issue o f the 
Economist, a mouthpiece o f capital world- 

Continued on Page 6

Striking workers cripple 
American Airlines flights
Flight attendants force government action
BY JANET POST

M IA M I —  The determined nationwide 
strike by 21,000 American Airlines flight 
attendants ended November 22 when Asso­
ciation o f Professional Flight Attendants 
(APFA) officials and American Airlines 
chairman Robert Crandall agreed to binding 
arbitration after intervention by President 
B ill Clinton.

The strikers stayed united, effectively crip­
pling American’s operations for five days. Pi-

As we go to press:
Striking coal miners have 
taken down picket lines in 
tentative agreement with 
coal operators —  page 11.

lots and ramp workers at the airline stayed on 
the job during the APFA walkout. American 
Airlines is the largest U.S. domestic carrier. It 
employs 119,000 workers and owns 949 
planes including commuter aircraft.

The strike was launched November 18 to 
coincide with the Thanksgiving holidays, 
when 9 m illion people were expected to 
travel by air in the United States. M illions 
o f working people followed news about the 
strike’s impact on television and through 
widespread newspaper coverage.

With the arbitration plan, the union 
agreed to call o ff the strike and the airline 
agreed not to fire any strikers. Workers w ill 
go back under the work rules issued by the

company October 31, when the 30-day 
“ cooling-off’ period ended, releasing the 
company to impose its final offer and the 
union to strike. A t press time, it is not known 
how many o f the concessionary rules the 
company w ill try to impose.

Both the union and the company w ill now 
nominate arbitrators. I f  they do not come to an 
agreement, the National Mediation Board w ill

choose a person or panel to draw up a contract.
The APFA officials had called for inter­

vention by the federal government even 
before the strike began. Many airline flight 
attendants view this development as a vic­
tory brought about by the strike.

“ We took down management, we stuck 
together and we won,”  said Adrian DeWitt, 

Continued on Page 11

New S. A frica  constitution registers 
gains won by democratic movement
BY BRIAN W IL L IA M S

The new interim constitution approved 
November 18 by 20 groups participating in 
the multiparty talks in South Africa w ill 
eliminate the last remnants o f apartheid leg­
islation and greatly expand political rights 
for all the country’s citizens.

This document, which registers gains 
won by the democratic movement 
through years o f m obilizing against apart­

heid, sets the stage for five months o f 
intensive campaigning to culminate in the 
A p ril 27 election for a new 400-seat As­
sembly and 90-seat Senate. This parlia­
ment w ill pass laws and craft a permanent 
constitution.

The document drawn up by multiparty 
negotiators includes the nation’s first- 
ever b ill o f rights. In addition to calling 
for free speech and the right to assemble,

demonstrate, and vote, the constitution 
outlaws many o f the brutal practices car­
ried out by the apartheid regime for de­
cades. It includes specific prohibitions 
against torture, forced labor, and deten­
tion without a trial.

“ Every person shall have the right to free­
dom o f movement anywhere within South 
Africa,”  states the constitution. “ Every per­
son shall have the right freely to choose his 
or her place o f residence anywhere in South 
Africa . . .  and no citizen shall be deprived 
o f his or her citizenship.”

The charter forbids discrimination not 
only by race, but by gender, sexual orienta­
tion, physical disability, religion, language, 
or age. It protects the right o f workers to join 
unions and strike.

The constitution offers restitution to 
Blacks dispossessed o f land by discrim i­
natory laws passed since 1913, and as­
sures current landholders that they w ill 
not face loss o f property without com­
pensation.

The constitution repeals apartheid legis­
lation that granted independence to the four 
so-called Black homelands o f Transkei, 
Ciskei, Bophuthatswana, and Venda.

The country’s president w ill be chosen by 
the governing party elected in balloting for 
the National Assembly. A 27-minister cabi­
net w ill oversee government departments.

Continued on Page 12
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Flight attendants picket line at Chicago’s O ’Hare Airport. In the days leading up to 
strike, Clinton’s Federal Aviation Administration shortened the training time for scabs 
from six weeks to 10 days to make it easier for American to break the strike.

ANC president Nelson Mandela campaigning near Durban

Cuba today: an interview with Andrés Gómez — pages 4-5
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Military clamps down in Nigeria
Gen. Sani Abacha declared himself the 

ruler o f Nigeria November 17, ousting in­
terim president Ernest Shonekan, who had 
been appointed to the post last August by 
the country’s previous m ilitary chief, Gen. 
Ibrahim Babangida. This shake-up comes in 
response to a general strike called by the 
country’s major unions and prodemocracy 
forces to protest Shonekan’s decision to 
raise fuel prices by 700 percent.

Abacha promptly banned existing politi­
cal parties, all political gatherings, the Na­
tional Electoral Commission, and state, lo­
cal, and federal governments. He also or­
dered members o f striking labor unions to 
report back to work.

Babangida annulled the results o f a pres­
idential election last June, which was sup­
posed to end a decade o f military rule. A 
series o f strikes and protest actions sub­
sequently forced him to resign.

Labor unions agreed to end their strike 
November 21 after forcing the new military 
dictatorship to lower gas prices by about 40 
percent.

Standoff ends in Kashmir
Kashmiri independence fighters surren­

dered to Indian government troops Novem­
ber 16, ending a month-long standoff at a 
mosque in Srinagar, Kashmir. On October 
15, Indian troops had surrounded the 
mosque, trapping 27 independence fighters 
and 35 civilians inside. A general strike 
called in response by proindependence lead­
ers was lifted November 20.

About 5,000 people marched later that 
day to protest the death o f an independence 
supporter at the hands o f Indian cops.

UN troops to remain in Somalia
The United Nations Security Council vot­

ed unanimously November 18 to maintain 
troops in Somalia for at least another six 
months through May 31. Twenty-six thou­
sand UN troops are currently in the country. 
Washington has announced plans to w ith­
draw its soldiers by March 31. The govern­
ments o f France, Belgium, and Sweden are 
planning to pull out their forces as well.

The council also lifted its arrest warrant 
and reward offer o f $25,000 for the capture 
o f Somali leader Mohammed Farah Aidid. 
U.S. and UN military officials have blamed 
Aidid for a number o f clashes over the past

U.S. troops patrolling in Somalia

several months that resulted in the deaths o f 
soldiers participating in the UN ’s occupa­
tion force. Some 4,000 supporters o f Aidid 
rallied November 18 to celebrate his emer­
gence from hiding.

Gas sales resume in Haiti
Exxon, Texaco, and Shell O il resumed 

deliveries o f gas to their affiliated stations 
in Haiti November 17. The oil companies 
decided to release the gas supplies already 
stockpiled inside the country after receiving 
a judicial order to do so from the country’s 
m ilitary rulers. The oil companies had hail­
ed gas sales shortly after the UN Security 
Council reimposed an oil and arms embargo 
on Haiti in mid-October.

Report links officials with 
Salvador death squad organizers

Newly released government documents 
reveal that former presidents Ronald 
Reagan and George Bush continued to col­
laborate with right-wing Salvadoran leaders 
despite an abundance o f credible evidence 
that former Salvadoran president Roberto 
d'Aubuisson and others conducted assassi­
nations. The documents also identified cur­
rent vice-president Francisco Merino as a 
leading death squad organizer.

Assassinations o f leaders and former
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combatants o f the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FM LN) are continuing. At 
least 25 activists affiliated with the FMLN 
have been slain since the Salvadoran gov­
ernment and FMLN signed accords in Jan­
uary 1992 ending a 12-year civ il war. The 
U.S. State Department admits members o f 
the ruling National Republican Alliance par­
ty are behind some o f these killings.

The FMLN accuses the Salvadoran gov­
ernment o f resisting the dissolution o f the 
country’s paramilitary National Police and 
its replacement with a civilian police force, 
as agreed to in the accords.

Belgian gov’t pushes austerity
The Belgian government announced a 

three-year austerity plan that cuts social se­
curity payments and increases taxes that hit 
working people hardest. The plan reduces 
the minimum wage and funds available for 
youth programs, as well as cutting pensions. 
A value-added tax is boosted to 20.5 per­
cent, up by 1 percent. Belgian unions began 
a series o f strikes November 15 to protest 
the government’s budget plan. A nationwide 
strike has been called for November 26.

Agent Orange still maims people
Agent Orange defoliant sprayed on south­

ern Vietnam by U.S. forces during the war 
there more than 20 years ago is still causing 
cancers, deformed babies, and skin defects, 
reported Vietnamese doctors. Washington 
sprayed 72 m illion liters o f Agent Orange 
and other defoliants over southern Vietnam 
from 1961 to 1971.

Hoang Dinh Cau, chairman o f a nation­
wide committee in Vietnam that monitors 
the effects o f defoliants, stated, “ Almost all 
the population o f South Vietnam are more 
or less damaged. We estimate that maybe 
several tens o f millions o f people —  I don’t 
have an exact number —  were affected.”

Cop lied about blood tests
Hundreds o f blood tests used to convict de­

fendants from 1979 to 1989 were ruled inval­
id November 11 by the West Virginia Su­

preme Court o f Appeals. An independent 
team o f serologists concluded that former 
West Virginia State Police serologist Fred 
Zain lied about, invented, or manipulated ev­
idence to win convictions in all 36 cases they 
investigated. In addition, there was evidence 
that Zain’s supervisors may have ignored or 
concealed complaints o f his wrongdoings.

A t least 134 prisoners may be entitled to 
new hearings. I f  a DNA test does not link 
the inmate with evidence used in the trial, 
a judge w ill decide i f  Zain’s testimony was 
crucial in the conviction. I f  so, the prisoner 
may be awarded a new trial. Officials have 
not decided whether to pursue criminal 
charges against Zain.

Gov’t miscounted unemployed
The U.S. Labor Department reported No­

vember 16 that the government has been 
substantially underestimating unemploy­
ment for more than a decade. Many women 
who were seeking jobs were erroneously 
described as “ homemakers,”  and therefore 
not counted as being in the workforce.

According to the revamped survey, the 
nation’s average unemployment rate in the 
12 month period through August was 7.6 
percent, a half point above the 7.1 percent 
the department had reported. The depart­
ment also admits to miscounting laid-off 
and so-called discouraged workers.

Court overturns extradition
An appeals court in Cincinnati over­

turned its own 1986 extradition order that 
sent John Demjanjuk to Israel to stand trial. 
The court ruled that the U.S. government 
fraudulently withheld evidence that could 
have helped Demjanjuk defend himself.

Demjanjuk was stripped o f his U.S. c iti­
zenship and sent to Israel to face charges that 
he was the Nazi death camp guard “ Ivan the 
Terrible." He was convicted and spent five 
years on death row before the Israeli Su­
preme Court overturned this ruling last July. 
Demjanjuk has since returned to the United 
States and is seeking to have his U.S. citizen­
ship reinstated.

Cops arrest Kurdish immigrants
Police in Paris rounded up more than 130 

Kurdish protesters November 21 at demon­
strations against the French government’s 
nationwide sweeps and arrests o f Kurdish 
immigrants. In Bonn, more than 20.000 
people marched in opposition to the Ger­
man government’s raids on Kurdish homes 
and cultural centers.

EC offers new plan for Bosnia
European Community (EC) members 

unanimously endorsed a plan November 22 
to suspend economic sanctions against Yu­
goslavia i f  forces led by Serbian rightist 
Radovan Karadzic agree to return to the 
Bosnian government an additional 3-4 per­
cent o f the land they control. The plan still 
has to be approved by the United Nations 
Security Council and the U.S. government 
and would not take effect until an accord to 
end the fighting was signed. The EC is also 
seeking an additional 4,000 troops to join 
the 9,000-strong UN force currently in 
Bosnia. —  BRIAN W IL L IA M S
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Japan faces worst recession since W W II
BY GREG ROSENBERG

Japan is in the throes o f its worst reces­
sion since World War II. The new bour­
geois coalition government o f Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa cannot fun­
damentally reverse the crisis and decline 
o f what was once thought o f as a stable 
capitalist economy.

Tokyo also faces escalating trade disputes 
with Washington. An emboldened Clinton 
administration is leading the bipartisan at­
tempt to squeeze concessions from 
Hosokawa on everything from rice to auto 
imports.

On November 1, Muramoto Construc­
tion went bankrupt. With debts o f 600 b il­
lion yen ($5.6 billion), it was the largest 
business failure in 50 years. Between 
March and August 7,000 companies went 
belly-up.

The wave o f bankruptcies is contributing 
to near panic in Tokyo’s Nikkei stock ex­
change and threatening the banking structure. 
Japanese banks hold an estimated $284 bil­
lion in bad debts they accumulated during the 
1980s. Japan’s banking capitalists have relied 
on high stock share prices to cover the debts.

From October 26 to November 15, the 
Nikkei index plunged 11.1 percent, wiping 
out $245 billion in stock values.

Unemployment rose to a five-year high 
o f 2.6 percent in September. Government 
officials expect the trend to continue. O f­
ficially, there are 1.72 m illion workers out 
o f a job, while the ratio o f job openings 
to job seekers fell. For every 69 offers in 
September there were 100 people looking 
at public employment offices. The number 
o f part-time workers has grown as well.

Average wages in private-sector employ­
ment rose only 1.9 percent in 1992 —  the 
lowest growth rate in 34 years.

For the last two decades, Japan has been

Workers leaving a Nissan plant in Zama, Japan, last April, shortly before the factory 
closed. Mounting layoffs expose the myth of lifetime employment in Japan.

presented as the ultimate capitalist success 
story. This myth has ruptured as Japan’s 
rulers discover they cannot escape the im­
pact o f a world depression.

Mounting layoffs now give lie to the claim

of lifetime employment in Japan. The tele­
communications group NTT announced it 
w ill terminate 10,000 employees by next 
year. Nissan w ill cut 5,000 jobs. Honda is 
eliminating 10 percent o f its assembly line

‘We want our sovereignty ,9
says UN delegate from  North Korea
BY PAT SM ITH

More than 650,000 South Korean troops 
and almost 50,000 U.S. soldiers began joint 
m ilitary exercises south o f Seoul November 
15. The maneuvers, essentially a practice 
invasion o f North Korea, came one week 
after U.S. president B ill Clinton stated that 
Washington has soldiers in South Korea 
prepared to attack Pyongyang.

The U.S. government is spearheading an 
international crusade accusing the govern­
ment o f the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) o f producing nuclear weap­
ons. This provocation is part o f Washington’s 
decades-long campaign o f aggression against 
the people o f North Korea. I t ’s rooted in the 
U.S. government’s hatred o f their struggle for 
national sovereignty and reunification.

“ We have the knowledge to produce nu­
clear weapons. It ’s in books, i t ’s easy to 
find,”  Kim Jong Su said in an interview with 
the Militant November 15. “ But we don’t 
want to spend the energy and money to build 
nuclear bombs.”  Kim is the deputy perma­
nent representative o f North Korea to the 
United Nations.

“ The U.S. government insists that the 
DPRK abandon its nuclear weapons, but the 
Pentagon keeps nuclear weapons in South 
Korea and on naval fleets that frequently 
come to Korea,”  Kim said, noting the con­
tradictory character o f Washington’s posi­
tion. “ We insist the entire Korean peninsula 
be free o f nuclear weapons.”

Kim  outlined steps the North Korean gov­
ernment has taken since signing an agree­
ment with U.S. officials five months ago. 
“ Every July 23 the people of the DPRK 
mark the beginning o f the Korean War with 
events denouncing the U.S. invasion and 
teaching youth about the war,”  the Korean 
official said. “ This year all activities were 
canceled for fear they would hinder dia­
logue toward a solution to the nuclear prob­
lem on the Korean peninsula.

“ We also decided to abandon our existing 
graphite-moderated reactors and replace 
them with U.S. light water reactors at the 
expense o f the independence o f our nuclear 
power industry. The U.S. reactor does not 
use plutonium,”  he explained, “ so this w ill 
dispel the suspicion that we’re developing 
nuclear weapons.”  The North Korean gov­

ernment has always said it has nuclear 
power facilities, but denies accusations that 
it is developing nuclear arms.

“ We temporarily suspended our w ith­
drawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and resumed negotiations with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA),”  Kim continued. Pyongyang had 
threatened to pull out o f the treaty in March 
after Washington and South Korea resumed 
joint “ Team Spirit”  m ilitary exercises.

U.S. defense secretary Les Aspin threat­
ened in early November to impose sanctions 
i f  Pyongyang does not allow inspection of 
sites the IAEA claims are used for produc­
tion o f nuclear weapons. The DPRK permits 
inspection at several nuclear sites, but says 
that the two military installations the IAEA 
demands access to are not used for nuclear 
production.

“ We have allowed them to replace batter­
ies and film  in monitoring cameras, they 
should thank us for this,”  K im  said. “ But 
they insist on inspecting two military sites. 
The U.S. government wouldn’t let a country 
that threatened it with war inspect every 
military site. The Team Spirit exercises in­
volve hundreds o f thousands o f soldiers. An 
all-out war can be waged with that many 
troops,”  he pointed out..

“ In the 1950s the U.S. government de­
clared it would consider using nuclear 
weapons against North Korea as an option,”  
continued Kim. “ It has never denied this 
policy.”  U.S. troops invaded North Korea in 
1950 under the cover o f the UN flag. Four 
million Koreans were killed and the Korean 
peninsula divided.

Many workers and farmers in South Ko­
rea, like their counterparts in the north, are 
strongly in favor o f reunifying the country. 
“ Because o f the strength o f the movement,”  
stated Kim, “ the South Korean government 
cannot ja il those who speak out for reunifi­
cation like they used to.”

The Korean official then turned to North 
Korea’s relationship with Japan. Japanese 
foreign minister Tsutomu Hata recently ac­
cused the governments o f Iran and the DPRK 
o f collaborating to test a long-range missile. 
“ North Korea needs to defend itself from the 
much more advanced weaponry o f South Ko­
rea and the 35,000 U.S. troops stationed

there,”  K im  said. “ We want the U.S. troops 
out o f South Korea; we want our sovereignty 
respected. Until then we must defend our­
selves.

“ Tokyo has many things to ask forgive­
ness for,”  he continued. “ Under Japanese 
colonial rule Koreans were forced to change 
their names. They tried to rob us o f our 
culture and language. You could not get a 
job or education i f  you spoke Korean. Dur­
ing the war Korean women were kidnapped 
and used as comfort girls. Now they say 
North Korea threatens Japan.”

Following the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation forum in Seattle, Clinton met 
with South Korean president Kim Young 
Sam in Washington to discuss how to con­
tinue pressuring Pyongyang. Concerned 
about increasing tensions in the region, the 
governments o f South Korea and Japan are 
urging Washington to utilize promises o f aid 
before applying economic sanctions.

“ It is our last real chance,”  a South Ko­
rean official said. “ I f  nothing happens in the 
next few weeks, we w ill have to start with 
sanctions.”

workers over five years. Toshiba is to cut
5.000 jobs, and Kawasaki Steel, 3,200.

After a nearly 40-year monopoly on 
power, the Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) fell in June in the midst o f major 
scandal over government corruption. The 
LDP’s fall, however, was rooted in the 
ongoing recession, declining investment, 
and rising joblessness in Japan, combined 
with the escalating trade rift with Wash­
ington and a debate on the use o f Tokyo’s 
m ilitary forces abroad.

Hosokawa won a 270-226 vote to reform 
Japan’s corruption-tainted electoral system 
November 18. The vote carried with the 
defection o f some LDP deputies from their 
party. The LDP was closely associated with 
the system o f handing out “ gifts,”  often 
large sums o f cash, in exchange for political 
support.

The vote showed that Hosokawa has firm 
support from the ruling coalition —  ranging 
from social democratic to conservative poli­
ticians —  in driving through the effort to 
make Japanese capitalism more competitive.

Under the auspices o f reform the new 
government, facing the same strains tearing 
at the other imperialist economies, is inten­
sifying the assault on the working class in 
Japan. Hosokawa’s government includes 
the Social Democratic Party o f Japan and 
the Democratic Socialist Party.

Government officials refer to the social 
security system —  which provides citizens 
above age 60 with a sum equal to nearly 70 
percent o f their gross salaries as active 
workers —  as an intolerable burden. They 
are floating the proposal to raise the retire­
ment age from 60 to 65 and to change the 
way pensions are calculated.

Another proposal under debate is an in­
come tax cut. In order to make up for lost 
revenue, politicians propose raising the re­
gressive consumption tax, which hits work­
ers and farmers hardest.

The government has stepped up 
scapegoating o f sections o f the working 
class for the crisis. The Justice M inistry 
reported that 3,058 immigrants were de­
ported in June and July after an 11-day 
crackdown by cops. A majority were from 
South Korea, followed by workers from 
Malaysia, Thailand, and Iran.

According to a recent report, women now 
account for 40 percent o f the workforce in 
Japan.

Rice imports
Under growing pressure from Washington 

and European Community member govern­
ments to accept rice imports, and following 
the worst harvest since the end o f World War 
II, Tokyo has begun making concessions.

For years Tokyo’s protectionist policy 
was to not import even “ a single grain o f 
rice." Using the justification o f “ food secu­
rity,”  the barrier set up big profits for capi­
talist farmers.

This fall, the government ordered 200,000 
tons o f rice from China, Taiwan, Thailand, 
and the United States. Shipments are due to 
arrive by the end o f the year. While 
Hosokawa has described this as an “ emer­
gency measure,”  an array o f capitalists have 
called for allowing wider importation.

Subsidies make the price o f rice —  a sta­
ple food in Japan —  about eight times 
higher than anywhere else in the world.

Swedish cops ban march protesting 
racist demonstration in Gothenburg
BY B IR G ITTA  ISACSSON

STOCKHOLM, Sweden —  Police in 
Gothenburg banned an antiracist march 
scheduled for November 20. The protest was 
organized to counter a demonstration by the 
White Aryan Resistance to commemorate the 
death o f Francisco Franco, the fascist leader 
o f Spain from 1939 to 1975.

In spite o f the police ruling, a broad 
coalition o f antiracist organizations went 
ahead with plans for a march in the center 
o f Gothenburg. The coalition includes 20 
organizations, among them the Red Cross, 
the Jewish parish/congregation, Stop Rac­
ism, and a number o f political organiza­
tions.

The racist demonstration, which drew 
300-400 people, was defended by 500 cops. 
Judging by the flags carried at the rally, 
participants came from Sweden, Denmark,

Norway, and from the rightist British Na­
tional Front.

The antiracist protesters gathered on ei­
ther side o f the right-wing rally. Police ar­
rested 50 o f the antiracists, claiming they 
were “ heavily armed.”

This is not the first time police in Sweden 
have tried to prevent protests against racist 
groups, while organizing massive protection 
for the rightists’ mobilizations. On November 
9, police in Stockholm prohibited a march 
against racist violence organized to mark the 
death o f Jimmy Ranjbar, a student from Iran 
killed two years ago in a racist attack, and to 
commemorate the 45th anniversary of 
Kristallnacht. Kristallnacht was the night in 
1938 when the Nazis smashed the windows 
o f Jewish-owned shops, marking the begin­
ning o f the Nazi campaign to exterminate 
Jews in Germany.
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Antonio Maceo Brigade leader discusses 
challenges facing Cuban revolution today
Andrés Gómez: new opportunities to build opposition to U.S. trade embargo

BY M A R T ÍN  KOPPEL
On November 3, for the second year in a 

row, the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted a resolution submitted by the Cuban 
delegation entitled “ Necessity o f ending the 
economic, commercial, and financial em­
bargo imposed by the United States of 
America against Cuba.”  The motion, 
strongly opposed by Washington, con­
demned laws that restrict international trade 
and navigation as well as attempts by gov­
ernments to impose such laws extraterritori- 
ally on other countries.

The following day the M ilitant talked to 
Andrés Gómez, who was in New York to 
observe the UN proceedings and to partici­
pate in activities organized by opponents o f 
the U.S. government's embargo against 
Cuba.

Gómez is a leader o f the Antonio Maceo 
Brigade, a group o f Cuban-Americans that 
supports the Cuban revolution. He is also the 
editor o f the Spanish-language magazine 
Areito, published in Miami. Gómez is one of 
the national coordinators o f the National Net­
work on Cuba, which includes some 40 orga­
nizations that promote solidarity with Cuba.

Gómez discussed not only the victory the 
UN vote represented for defense o f the Cuban 
revolution, but the increasingly difficult eco­
nomic conditions the Cuban people face to­
day, as well as the growing opportunities in the 
United States to broaden public opposition to 
Washington’s embargo against the island.

The UN vote “ is very important,”  said 
Gómez, speaking in Spanish. “ It allows us to 
argue more effectively against the blockade.”

He remarked that this resolution was 
adopted by an even wider margin —  88-4, 
with 57 abstentions —  than a similar one 
presented by Cuba last year.

“ The United States,”  Gómez stressed, 
“ refuses to recognize the Cuban people’s 
right to sovereignty and self-determination 
and seeks to impose the old relations that 
existed before 1959,”  when Cuba was v ir­
tually a U.S. colony.

The Antonio Maceo Brigade leader said 
the fight against the embargo was all the 
more important because o f the serious eco­
nomic difficulties Cuba faces today.

This crisis, precipitated by the collapse of 
Cuba’s trade with former Soviet-bloc coun­
tries from 1989 on, is the result o f policies 
followed for many years in Cuba. In the 
mid-1980s the Cuban leadership began to 
take steps toward reversing the course that 
many recognized was modeled on the poli­
cies o f the Soviet leadership. They started 
returning to some o f the perspectives advo­
cated in the early years o f the revolution and

FOR FURTHER READING

defended most systematically by Ernesto 
Che Guevara. The course o f rectification, as 
it was known in Cuba, was only beginning 
to gain momentum however. By 1990, when 
the severe effects o f the collapse o f trade 
began to be felt, little progress had been 
made toward developing food self-suffi­
ciency, for example, one o f the goals o f the 
rectification process.

Increasingly drastic shortages o f o il, food, 
fertilizers, and other basic necessities have 
marked life in Cuba for the 
last three years. These hard­
ships have been aggravated 
by the 33-year-long U.S. 
trade embargo.

Sugar harvest
Explaining some o f the 

aspects o f this economic 
crisis, Gomez stressed that 
“ it ’s important to under­
stand this situation, not to 
be defeatist but to analyze 
the facts soberly and rigor­
ously in order to see the im­
portance o f the work that 
must be done abroad in sup­
port o f Cuba.”

“ Since the end o f the sum­
mer,”  he reported, “ Cuban 
officials have been explain­
ing that the upcoming sugar 
harvest w ill not be much d if­
ferent from the previous 
one.”  The spring harvest of 
4.2 million tons was the low­
est in the past 30 years.

“ There have been serious problems with 
the planting,”  Gomez underlined, due to a 
drought, on top o f other factors. The Cuban 
daily Granma reported that by early No­
vember only 30 percent o f the projected 
amount o f sugarcane had been planted.

The poor yield o f the sugar crop —  a 
major source o f the country’s hard currency 
—  is an important “ indicator o f the prob­
lems Cuba faces, with shortages o f fertilizer, 
herbicide, fuel, and spare parts,”  he said.

“ The bad weather and these shortages 
affected the production o f food crops as 
well, o f course. During the summer, food 
production did not meet the basic needs of 
the population.”

Now, in the fall, vegetable planting is 34 
percent behind schedule nationwide; in Ha­
vana province it is more than 50 percent 
behind.

This decline is in contrast to last year, 
when agricultural production —  boosted by 
the mobilizations o f tens o f thousands of

people for two- or four-week stints o f vol­
untary work —  had largely succeeded in 
fu lfilling  basic needs.

Gomez added that “ the country’s industry 
is operating at less than half o f capacity due 
to the shortages o f raw materials and fuel. 
Many factories are paralyzed and there’s no 
work.”  In contrast to capitalist countries, 
however, laid-off workers receive 60 per­
cent o f their salary.

The Cuban government has taken a series

o f measures to generate hard currency —  
needed to purchase virtually all imported 
products —  as rapidly as possible. Gómez 
cited the development o f Cuba’s pharma­
ceutical industry, nickel mining, “ and espe­
cially the tourist industry,”  which is ex­
pected to bring in $300 m illion to $600 
m illion this year. Efforts are also being made 
to develop some domestic oil production.

“ A ll these projects are advancing little by 
little, but they aren’t enough to guarantee 
the country’s basic needs,”  he stated.

More recently the Cuban leadership has 
taken further steps. In August, in order to 
draw hard currency out o f the domestic 
black market and into the public coffers, the 
government legalized the possession o f dol­
lars by Cuban citizens, and opened up stores 
where Cubans can use dollars to buy im­
ported goods. A few weeks later, it legalized 
private self-employment for more than 100 
trades and services, from sandwich vendors 
to plumbers and taxi drivers.

In September the Cuban government an- ’ 
nounced it would encourage the formation 
o f new cooperative farms, called Basic Co­
operative Production Units, where income 
is linked to production yields. This is in­
tended to increase agricultural efficiency, 
draw unemployed workers into the agricul­
tural workforce, and alleviate food short­
ages, by encouraging each cooperative to 
grow the food it consumes as well. About 
1,500 such units have been organized, par­
ticularly in sugarcane.

“ These measures have given some people 
more breathing space,”  Gómez said, espe­
cially in the countryside.

Rising social tensions
On the other hand, “ The lack o f transpor­

tation, shortages, and blackouts have a real 
social and political cost,”  Gómez added. “ It 
unquestionably affects people’s morale. 
This is most evident in the capital, a city of 
2 million inhabitants.”

The unpredictable four- or eight-hour 
blackouts, which can suddenly spoil a fam­
ily ’s scarce reserves o f perishable food, add 
to the uncertainty.

The shortage o f food has had a particu­
larly hard impact. “ Before,”  Gómez noted, 
“ people could see that in spite o f the other 
hardships there was enough food guaranteed 
for everybody. They would say, 'W e’re in a 
big mess, but at least we can eat.’

“ Although thanks to the gains in medical 
care we have a healthy population, now 
people are especially worried about the kids

and the elderly.
“ Cubans are a highly politicized people 

and very proud o f their social gains, so the­
y ’re very concerned. This situation affects 
the national psyche,”  Gómez pointed out.

“ People are worried because they don’t 
see any viable alternatives with immediate 
results.”

Gómez emphasized, “ The majority o f the 
population is w illing to resist the hardships, 
despite the lack o f immediate solutions.”  

TTiis fact is reflected, for example, in the 
turnout o f tens o f thousands o f working 
people and youth last summer for the vol­
untary mobilizations to harvest crops, as 
well as the strong support for equitable 
rationing o f basic consumer goods. The 
economic pressures, however, inevitably 
have a polarizing impact.

“ For a long time,”  Gomez said, “ there 
existed a national consensus about the le­
gitimacy and viability o f Cuba’s socialist 
system, as a result o f the social and eco­
nomic advances and the system’s ability to 
meet the nation’s needs. While there were 
always individuals who harbored reserva­
tions or opposed this social endeavor, as 
long as their basic needs were satisfied they 
didn’t express those views.

“ The tensions caused by this crisis have 
eroded the consensus,”  Gómez noted. 
“ More people simply aren’t w illing to give 
the revolution a chance to adapt and sur­
vive. While not guided by any political 
persuasion, they voice their opposition.”

In addition, Gómez stated, “ there are an­
tisocial elements that in a crisis —  as in any 
country —  take advantage o f the situation 
for their own gain.”

The social polarization has led to unprec­
edented incidents o f violence in recent 
months. Granma reported that a gang o f 23 
youths robbed and beat up passengers on a 
bus in the Havana area August 2, taking 
people’s foreign-made clothes. One passen­
ger was killed when he resisted and the 
youths pushed him o ff the bus.

Such violent outbursts are highly disturb­
ing for most Cubans, Gómez explained. 
“ The population was accustomed to a real 
social peace. It wasn’t the kind o f social 
peace that is imposed through police repres­
sion in countries with a totalitarian regime. 
Cuba hadn't experienced social violence for 
more than 30 years —  an entire generation.

“ Now, in just a year and a half, these 
violent incidents begin to emerge, with an 
effect on society that goes beyond the acts 
themselves.

“ There have been armed holdups,”  
Gómez stated, noting that in contrast to 
places like Puerto Rico or New York City, 
where social violence is commonplace, in 
Cuba this is new and “ it heightens people’s 
worries. They ask; where are we going? 
What’s happening to us? What have we 
done for such things to happen?”

Now, he said, “ there is a nationwide de­
bate on how to prevent this: Should we 
crack down? More police? Or should we 
avoid repressive measures so as not to ag­
gravate the situation?

“ Some say, ’We need more police to 
repress those criminals who are taking ad­
vantage o f things and don’t have any social 
discipline.’ ”  Others argue against that ap­
proach, Gómez reported.

The Antonio Maceo Brigade leader ex­
plained that shootings by police have been 
rare in revolutionary Cuba. “ Until the late 
1960s, Cuban police didn’t carry weapons. 
And any officer that hit someone was in big 
trouble.”

Recently, however, “ there are some po­
lice officers who unfortunately, through 
lack o f training or incompetence, have re­
sorted to their weapons and committed ex­
cesses against individuals. So in some cases 
the community becomes outraged and re­
sponds —  as is their right —  to abusive acts 
by police.”

The Cuban newspaper Trabajadores re­
ported that protests occurred October 14 
and 15 in the eastern Havana neighborhood 
o f Regia after a local resident was acciden­
tally killed by border police when caught 
trying to leave the island by raft. A t the
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funeral procession, a crowd broke the w in­
dows o f the hearse and took the casket to 
the police station in protest. Two people 
were injured and several arrested.

“ The enemy is hoping this social toll w ill 
lead to a social explosion," Gómez said, 
referring to Washington and other capitalist 
powers. “ We have to be conscious that this 
social cost exists.”

‘Need political discussion’
Asked about the discussions among sup­

porters o f the revolution in Cuba on how to 
respond to the crisis, Gómez replied, “ I 
think more political discussion is needed. 
The discussion must be led by the [Cuban 
Communist] Party.

“ Some say what’s needed is to resolve the 
food problem and the rest w ill then be 
solved.

“ But i f  the food problem can't be solved 
now because o f the objective conditions, 
then political discussion and clarification 
becomes all the more necessary.”

The recent economic measures an­
nounced by President Fidel Castro, Gómez 
stated, “ have sparked questions and con­
cerns. People say, ‘ Maybe this w ill enable 
us to climb out o f this situation, but where 
w ill it lead us in the long run? Where is the 
revolution going?’

“ People ask, ‘When Fidel says the essen­
tial thing is to guarantee the country’s inde­
pendence, sovereignty, and the previously 
achieved social gains, what does he mean? 
Aren’t we going to be able to develop so­
cialism? Or rather, how are we going to be 
able to continue developing socialism, un­
der these new international and domestic 
conditions?’ ”  These are the kinds o f ques­
tions supporters o f the revolution are dis­
cussing in Cuba, he noted.

A ll this is important, Gómez stressed, 
because “ we must have an accurate under­
standing o f what is happening in Cuba to 
weigh the impact of the work being done

_ -  , '  
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Workers at Bias Soler cooperative farm near Holguin, Cuba. In September the Cuban 
government announced formation of new cooperative farms to boost production.

abroad —  especially here in the United 
States —  to mobilize broader support for 
ending the trade sanctions against Cuba, for 
a policy based on respect for the Cuban 
people’s right to choose their own course 
and develop in peace.

“ The Cuban people need time to be able 
to solve these problems,”  Gómez stated. 
“ Any victories in weakening the U.S. pol­
icy o f aggression would give more space 
and would allow a more normal develop­
ment o f the Cuban economy. That hasn’t 
happened, he commented, “ although some 
victories are being won, such as yester­
day’s UN vote.”

Solidarity aid can’t counter the effects 
o f the U.S. trade embargo but it ’s signifi­
cant, Gómez underlined. “ Much o f the ma­
terial aid does help resolve real problems. 
Recently there was an urgent need for in­
sulin, for example. Being able to send 
enough insulin to solve an immediate crisis 
is a huge contribution to the Cuban peo-

Minnesota debate zeros in on 
U.S. gov’t policy toward Cuba

BY AUGUST N IM T Z
MINNEAPOLIS —  Alfonso Fraga, head 

o f the Cuban Interests Section in Washing­
ton, D.C., and Dennis Hays, chief o f the 
State Department’s Cuba Desk, debated 
U.S. foreign policy toward Cuba at a pro­
gram at the University o f Minnesota here 
November 13.

An overflow crowd o f 270 attended the 
event, which was organized by the Hubert 
Humphrey Institute for Public Affairs.

The day before the meeting, Hays and his 
boss, Assistant Secretary o f State for Inter- 
American Affairs Alexander Watson, ap­
peared before the congressional Committee 
on Foreign Affairs to spell out the Clinton 
administration’s policies toward Cuba.

“ We w ill continue our diplomatic, po­
litical, and economic isolation o f the Cu­
ban government and maintain our 
economic embargo on the Cuban govern­
ment,”  Watson said. “ This administration 
w ill continue to vigorously oppose po liti­
cally motivated efforts to undermine the 
U.S. embargo.”

A t a luncheon with about 20 university 
faculty and staff prior to the debate, Fraga 
had warned, “ Nothing I have seen indi­
cates any fundamental change in U.S. pol­
icy regarding Cuba w ithin the Clinton 
administration.”

In his opening comments, Fraga pointed 
to the real reason behind Washington’s ha­
tred o f Cuba. “ The fault o f the Castro gov­
ernment is that it broke imperialism’s hold”  
on the island, he said. Ever since, Washing­
ton’s policy has been to “ reinstate U.S. he­
gemony.”  The 33-year-old embargo is one 
o f the “ pillars”  o f that policy.

“ The blockade is a violation o f human 
rights o f a whole people for wanting to build 
a different society,”  he added.

Fraga accused Washington o f having a

pie,”  he remarked.
“ The aid is a contribution in political 

terms especially. When Cubans know that 
the people o f France sent a shipment of 
paper, they don’t feel alone. And that's very 
important right now.”

Addressing the international fight to end 
the U.S. embargo, Gomez stated, “ We must 
explain to the general population in the 
United States the real reasons for the policy 
o f aggression against Cuba.”  He noted that 
a large number o f people in this country do 
not support the embargo and favor normal­
ization o f U .S .-Cuban relations. “ This is true 
in spite o f 35 years o f continuous propa­
ganda against Cuba.”

In addition, he pointed out, “ because o f 
the current situation in Cuba, a growing 
number o f people in the Cuban community 
in the United States oppose the blockade in 
spite o f their differences with the Cuban 
revolution. They are at odds with the right 
wing, which rigidly maintains its position 
o f supporting the embargo even i f  the peo­
ple o f Cuba starve to death.

“ While the right wing in Miami has many 
resources and can mobilize as well as 
threaten people,”  Gómez said, “ there are 
more opportunities than ever to carry out 
work against the blockade within the Cuban 
communities, both in Miami and in northern 
cities.”

He added that there is also more potential 
to carry out this work among broader sec­
tions o f the population in the United States.

One such opportunity, Gómez noted, is 
the upcoming U-S.-Cuba Friendshipment 
caravan, a broad campaign that w ill deliver 
material aid to Cuba and promote opposi­
tion to the U.S. embargo. A  previous 
Friendshipment convoy last July and Au­
gust delivered 100 tons o f aid to Cuba, 
reaching out to thousands o f people in the 
process.

The new caravan w ill set o ff for Cuba 
February 25 and travel through 120 cities 
in the United States, Mexico, and Canada. 
Organizers hope to involve hundreds o f 
volunteer drivers in the effort.

“ The opportunities are real,”  Gómez con­
cluded. “ We can have an impact with a 
broad public campaign against the block­
ade. We have to work to organize this op­
position.”
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BY RICH STUART

double standard when it came to human 
rights. “ Whereas the United States has dip­
lomatic and economic relations with China, 
a country it accuses o f lacking free elections 
and violating human rights, it refuses to 
normalize relations with Cuba, supposedly 
for these very things,”  he said.

I f  Washington lifted the blockade, Fraga 
said, U.S. corporations could profit. “ Cuba 
needs rice and chickens,”  he said. “ Why not 
buy the rice in Louisiana and the chickens 
in Arkansas?”

Hays: ‘Revolution at dead end’
Hays began his prepared remarks by say­

ing that “ Cuba is out o f step with the rest of 
Latin America.”  The reality, he argued, is 
that “ the revolution is at a dead end. This is 
reflected in the “ crumbling foundations”  o f 
its economy.

“ There is no freedom o f expression in 
Cuba,”  Hays said. “ There is no freedom 
o f the press, no freedom o f association. 
There are no independent political parties.”  
This has been the stock-in-trade justifica­
tion by U.S. officials for Washington’s pol­
icy o f aggression against the Cuban 
revolution.

Hays defended the embargo, demo- 
gogically claiming that it was similar to 
steps the U.S. government had taken to 
“ advance the rights o f people in South A f­
rica and Haiti.”  For those who violate the 
travel ban to Cuba, Hays said, the Clinton 
administration “ urges enforcement action 
whenever the law is violated.”

Many in the audience booed Hays when, 
in response to a question, he said that hu­
manitarian aid to Cuba is “ used by the 
Cuban government to prop up the revolu­
tion and to undermine human rights activ­
ists.”

Pathfinder, located in New York 
with distributors in Australia, Britain, 
and Canada, publishes the works of 
working-class and communist leaders 
who have made important contribu­
tions to the forward march of human­
ity against exploitation and oppres­
sion. Pathfinder bookstores are listed 
in the directory on page 12.

Pathfinder’s latest book, Nelson 
Mandela Speaks: Forging a Democratic, 
Nonracial South Africa, was featured in a 
fu ll page review in the November 9 Chi­
cago Defender, one o f the largest Black- 
oriented newspapers in the United States. 
In the critique, entitled “ Words o f Peace 
Warrior Compiled in Book,”  columnist 
Prizgar Gonzales wrote “This captivating 
book o f Mandela’s speeches reveals a war­
rior with the courage o f a lion.”  Gonzales 
said o f Nelson Mandela Speaks, “ It should 
be read by every human on the planet.”

The collection o f speeches and inter­
views by the African National Congress 
(ANC) president was also reviewed in the 
November 11 An PhohlachtlRepublican 
News o f Dublin, Ireland. Concluding his 
review “ Politics Without Lim its,”  Neil 
Forde declared, “ Mandela Speaks pro­
vides a remarkable insight into his poli­
tics. The international and domestic roles 
Mandela plays now show that for organ­
ized political activists engaged in what at 
many times seemed the most hopeless o f 
struggles, there are in fact virtually no 
limits on what you can achieve. Mandela 
Speaks is a testament to the political 
mobilisation o f the ANC and o f Mandela 
himself in his own tireless struggle.”

Pathfinder bookstore volunteers in Phil­
adelphia set up a book table at a conference 
o f the Pennsylvania Labor Historical Soci­
ety held in Reading, Pennsylvania, in Qc-

tober. Fifty labor historians as well as union 
officials and members attended the confer­
ence, which commemorated the Reading 
Railroad massacre o f 1877. Volunteers sold 
seven copies o f The Great Labor Uprising 
o f1877 by Philip S. Foner on the giant bat­
tle between capital and labor that shut 
down the country’s railroads then.

Conference attendees also bought two 
copies o f the recently reissued Mother 
Jones Speaks, one copy o f Eugene Debs 
Speaks, and one copy o f Trade Unions in 
the Epoch o f Imperialist Decay, by Leon 
Trotsky, o ff the Pathfinder table.

Two unionists joined the Pathfinder 
Readers Club at the event.

Pathfinder volunteer Ron Richards re­
ported from Puerto Rico that October was 
one o f his busiest months ever, selling 
some $600 o f Pathfinder books. A t the 
annual Claridad Festival in San Juan, 
where books by Malcolm X  were the most 
popular items, Richards sold three copies 
o f Habla Malcolm X  (Malcolm X Speaks 
in Spanish).

Richards adds that he has begun getting 
calls from students at the University o f 
Puerto Rico looking for books by Karl 
Marx, V. I. Lenin, and Trotsky.

*  *  *

Television viewers in Japan just got a 
good look at the Pathfinder Mural in Man­
hattan. A  recent episode o f New Yorkers, 
a show that introduces New York City to 
the Japanese audience, featured the Rad­
ical Walking Tour o f New York conducted 
by Bruce Kayton.

As Kayton described the mural, the 
camera swept across the portraits o f Che 
Guevara, Fidel Castro, and others in the 
six-story-high wall painting. The show 
concluded with photos o f South African 
artist Dumile Feni and his magnificent 
portrait o f Nelson Mandela on the mural.
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The last two issues o f the M ili­
tant have featured articles by Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels discuss­
ing protectionism and free trade. 
They are not simply interesting his­
tory, but offer many lessons for 
workers today who want to figure 
out what stance to take on the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), and 
other trade pacts among competing 
capitalist governments.

Marx and Engels explained that 
working people have no stake in 
taking sides in the bosses’ compe­
tition. Instead, they argued, the 
working class needs to unite in 
struggle against the capitalist class 
as a whole. They participated in 
the revolutionary struggles o f the 
day, built organizations that could 
begin to carry out this perspective, 
and put forward a working-class 
view in debates over capitalist 
trade policy.

This discussion was the focus o f 
a meeting to build the M ilitant and 
Perspectiva Mundial Anniversary 
Fund in Seattle November 20. 
Doug Jenness, a member o f the 
United Steelworkers o f America in 
Minneapolis and former editor o f 
the Militant, spoke at a M ilitant

Get the 'Militant' 
in bound volume»!
The 1992 Militant, complete 
with index, is an invaluable 
reference source. Also 
availab le for some earlier 
years from 1970 to today. $75 
per volume.

O rder from the M ilitan t 
410 W est St., New  York. N.Y. 10014

Labor Forum there on NAFTA.
“ The meeting was very timely,”  

said M ilitant supporter Mark Sev­
ers. Top officials o f 14 governments 
were in town that weekend for the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera­
tion conference, including U.S. 
president B ill Clinton. Washington 
used the meeting to reiterate its de­
mands for lower trade barriers in 
Asia for U.S. capitalists.

More than 40 people came to the 
forum, “ including two young peo­
ple who heard about it at a protest 
against Clinton earlier that day and 
several M ilitant supporters from 
Canada,”  said Severs. “ There was a 
lot o f discussion on the question o f 
jobs, and about how opponents o f 
NAFTA pit workers in the United 
States, Mexico, and Canada against 
each other.”

Many people returned the next 
morning for a discussion on a work­
ing-class approach to defending the 
environment.

By the end o f the weekend, M il­
itant supporters in Seattle had 
reached their target o f raising 
$2,500 for the fund, “ so we decided 
to raise our goal to $3,500,”  Severs 
said.

That’s the spirit needed to com­
plete the drive to raise the $75,000 
fund by December 14. Last week 
was the best so far in the fund effort, 
with nearly $9,000 coming into the 
business office. For the last three 
weeks o f the drive, we need to aver­
age around $16,500. The final fund 
chart w ill be based on all money 
received by Tuesday, December 14, 
at noon, EST.

I t ’s important for M ilitant sup­
porters to not only collect money 
but also send it in rapidly. Having 
the collection in hand lets us know 
how we’re doing on the fund, and

also helps meet the week-to-week 
cost o f putting out the paper.

Special forums like the one in 
Seattle give a real boost to M ilitant 
supporters’ fund-raising efforts.

Readers in Atlanta sprang to the 
top o f the chart this week after a 
very successful weekend tour o f 
M a’mud Shirvani, who has been 
speaking around the country on 
“ Iran, Azerbaijan, and the Central 
Asian Republics.”  Shirvani is the 
coauthor o f the introduction to the 
new Pathfinder book To See the 
Dawn: Baku 1920 —  First Con­
gress o f the Peoples o f the East.

“ A lot o f people came to the fo­
rum and to two classes the next 
day,”  said A licia Merel. Shirvani 
gave classes on “ The Baku Con­
gress”  and “ Politics in Iran Today.”  
Forum goers included “ three people 
who had never been in the Path­
finder bookstore before.”  Three 
workers who are political refugees 
from Haiti joined in the discussion.

M ilitant supporters “ talked to a 
lot o f people about the fund as we 
built the forum, so they were pre­
pared to give money,”  said Merel. 
“ Some others who hadn’t known 
about the fund gave as well. We 
raised more than enough money 
from the door collection and re­
freshment sales to pay expenses for 
the event, and we’U send the extra 
money from that in for the fund as 
well.”

Readers in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
and in the Baltimore and Washing­
ton, D.C., area also organized spe­
cial forums November 20 to pro­
mote the fund. Meetings are 
planned in several other cities for 
the December 4 and December 11 
weekends. These can help push the 
fund over the $75,000 mark.

Goal Paid Percentage

Atlanta $2,750 $2,134 78%
Pittsburgh $2,000 $1,420 71%
Albany, NY $200 $130 65%
Philadelphia $3,800 $1,855 49%
Newark, NJ $4,000 $1,948 49%
Twin Cities, MN $5,500 $2,610 47%
Houston $3,000 $1,325 44%
Washington, DC $2,400 $960 40%
Greensboro, NC $2,000 $770 39%
Salt Lake City, UT $2,500 $900 36%
New York $4,000 $1,401 35%
Detroit $3,500 $1,180 34%
Des Moines, IA $2,000 $670 34%
Morgantown, WV $1,250 $415 33%
Miami $2,000 $661 33%
Los Angeles $6,500 $1,700 26%
Brooklyn $3,000 $770 26%
Seattle $3,500 $825 24%
Cincinnati $300 $60 20%
New Haven, CT $500 $100 20%
Boston $3,000 $585 20%
San Francisco $6,500 $1,016 16%
Birmingham, AL $2,000 $310 16%
St. Louis $3,350 $385 11%
Cleveland $2,750 $302 11%
Chicago $5,000 $100 2%
Baltimore $2,000 $0 0%
other $549
TOTAL $79,300 $25,081 33%
SHOULD BE $75,000 $50,000 67%
*Raised goal
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New Zealand conservatives scrape by in election
Continued from front page
wide, praised the government for these mea­
sures. “ During the past decade New Zealand 
has implemented free-market reforms more 
radical than any other industrialised coun­
try ’s,”  it boasted.

The opposition Labour Party, which in­
creased its number o f seats by 16 to 45, 
gained 34 percent o f the vote, slightly less 
than in 1990 and its lowest percentage since 
1931.

Two other parties, the Alliance and New 
Zealand First, each won two seats. The A lli­
ance, a coalition o f five groups including en­
vironmentalists and dominated by Jim An- 
derton who broke from the Labour Party, 
gained 18 percent o f the vote, coming in sec­
ond in 21 electorates (districts). New Zealand 
First, a splinter from the National Party and 
led by former cabinet minister Winston Pe­
ters, won 8 percent o f the vote. Both parties 
were formed after the 1990 election.

Since the 1930s, seats in Parliament have 
been held almost exclusively by the Na­
tional or Labour parties. Governments have 
been formed by one or the other o f these 
organizations. The fragmentation o f this 
two-party system reflects the greater insta­
bility o f capitalist politics during a world 
economic depression.

In 1990, the National Party won a 69-seat 
landslide. This followed six years o f radical 
economic restructuring under the previous 
Labour government, which turned many 
state-owned industries and government- 
funded services into private corporate enter­
prises. Through this process, the govern­
ment cut tens o f thousands o f jobs, elim i­
nated subsidies to farmers, and began to 
reverse many o f the social gains won by the 
labor movement in the 1930s and 1940s —  
in health care, education, housing, benefit 
payments, and protective labor laws.

After taking office, the National Party not 
only continued but deepened this anti-work - 
ing-class assault. W ithin a year, polls 
showed support for the National Party had

halved, making it the most unpopular gov­
ernment on record, and putting it in third 
place behind the Labour and Alliance par­
ties.

The National Party’s narrow victory in the 
November 6 election coincided with an up­
turn in the business cycle. Corporate profits 
increased, exports and foreign direct invest­
ment boomed, and the country’s gross do­
mestic product (GDP) rose by an average 
3.8 percent from June 1991 to 1993. GDP 
had declined in the previous six years. Many 
in the middle classes and more privileged 
layers o f the working class also benefited.

National campaigned on the theme that 
its policies were producing “ economic re­
covery”  and should be continued.

A ll four parties presented economic 
growth and job creation as the key issues in 
the election. The debate between the capi­
talist politicians was over how far and how 
fast to proceed in further dismantling social 
programs and driving down wages and 
working conditions.

Workers’ wages decline
For the majority o f working people, how­

ever, wages have declined despite the busi­
ness upturn. Official unemployment is al­
most 10 percent. Health care, housing, edu­
cation, and other social services are eroding 
for working people.

The Labour Party offered itself merely as 
an alternative government. It campaigned on 
a platform not very different from that o f the 
National Party. “ I don’t think we felt there 
was a very big difference in the policies o f 
the parties,”  commented a representative o f 
the New York credit rating agency Moody’s 
Investors Service following the election.

One o f the Labour Party’s more promi­
nent planks was a “ work-for-dole”  scheme 
that would replace unemployment benefits 
for workers under 20 with makeshift work 
programs. Almost 25 percent o f young 
workers are unemployed, while for those 
who are Maori or Pacific Islander the rate is

almost 50 percent.
Anderton, central leader o f the Alliance 

coalition, is a former Labour Party president 
and member o f Parliament who split from 
the Labour government in the 1980s to form 
the New Labour Party.

The New Zealand First Party was formed 
in the run-up to the election by Peters, a 
member o f the National cabinet who was 
expelled from the party’s caucus for his 
criticism o f the government’s course.

Both these parties campaigned to soften 
or reverse some o f the attacks on health care, 
education, and other social services. They 
called for the reimposition o f protectionist 
tariffs against imports, which the Labour 
and National regimes eased.

The New Zealand First Party emphasized 
a nationalist perspective, scapegoating for­
eign imports and immigrants for unemploy­
ment. Peters demagogically denounced gov­
ernment corruption and the “ quislings”  who

had sold the country to the boardrooms of 
New York, Tokyo, and Europe.

Leaders o f the Council o f Trade Unions, 
the main union federation, campaigned in 
support o f the Labour Party as the “ lesser 
ev il" to the National Party. Many union 
officials, however, also campaigned or stood 
as candidates for the Alliance.

Following the election, Anderton en­
dorsed the National Party as the constitu­
tionally elected government, calling for a 
new era o f cooperation and consensus be­
tween the parliamentary parties.

A referendum to decide the electoral sys­
tem was held in conjunction with the parlia­
mentary ballot. A majority o f 54 percent 
voted in favor o f proportional representation 
to replace the existing method by which 
members o f Parliament are elected by a 
simple majority in each electorate. The 
change had been proposed by a government- 
appointed commission in 1986.

Militant/Terry Coggan
Protesters against health cuts in front of Wellington Hospital in 1992. New Zealand 
government has been on campaign to reverse social gains won by labor movement.
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Karl Marx speaks 
on free trade

Street fighting outside royal palace in Paris Feb. 24,1848. Less than a month after Marx gave speech on free 
trade, revolution began to sweep Europe. Marx and Engels were active participants in these struggles.

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS
In this issue o f International Socialist Review we re­

print “ Speech on the Question o f Free Trade,”  an ad­
dress Karl Marx delivered in Brussels, Belgium, in 
January 1848.

Marx’s speech was published in pamphlet form in sev­
eral languages. In 1888 Frederick Engels wrote a preface, 
titled “ Protection and Free Trade,”  to the U.S. edition o f 
the booklet with Marx’s address. Last week the M ilitant 
reprinted this preface in the November issue o f Interna­
tional Socialist Review. The two essays together are the 
clearest written presentation available o f a working-class 
view on capitalist trade policies.

These writings by Marx and Engels are invaluable in 
understanding why working people today must break from 
the reactionary, nationalist framework o f U.S. government 
officials, capitalist politicians, and union tops that sur­
rounded the debate on the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA).

Leading up to the approval o f NAFTA by the U.S. 
Congress November 17, the Clinton administration and 
spokespeople for most o f big business argued in nationalist 
terms that the accord would put U.S. bosses in a stronger 
position to compete with and win trade wars against their 
rivals in Europe and Japan and slow down the flow o f 
immigration from Mexico. AFL-CIO officials and some 
right-wing politicians countered with protectionist argu­
ments, pitting workers in the United States against those 
in Mexico and Canada. They outdid Clinton with a higher 
anti-immigrant, “ America First”  pitch.

Marx was scheduled to deliver his speech on free trade at 
the Congress o f Economists in Brussels in September 1847. 
But conference organizers —  manufacturers, merchants, 
and other spokespeople for the capitalist class in Germany, 
England, France, and elsewhere in Europe —  ended the 
meeting early to ensure that this outstanding representative 
o f the working-class movement would not have a chance to 
speak. Marx gave the talk a few months later at a public 
meeting o f the Democratic Association o f Brussels, an orga­
nization o f which he was one o f the vice-presidents.

Two months after the Congress o f Economists, a 
small group o f working-class revolutionists, mostly 
German artisans, founded a new international organiza­
tion, the Communist League. Marx and Engels were as­
signed to draft its program. The Manifesto o f  the 
Communist Party.

Every revolutionary struggle since 1848, whether 
ending in victory or defeat, has enriched our under­
standing o f how the working class can move more 
surely and rapidly along the strategic line o f march first 
outlined in this document.

Rarely has a new program been put to the test o f action 
as rapidly as the Communist Manifesto. Paris, Vienna, 
Berlin, and much o f Europe were convulsed by revolution­
ary upheaval in 1848. Marx and Engels made their way to 
Cologne, Germany, and joined the democratic movement 
against the rule o f the nobility.

In Germany, as on much o f the European continent, 
capitalist industrial production was still in its infancy, and 
the working class correspondingly small. Many members 
o f the German bourgeoisie still dreamed o f eliminating 
feudal obstacles to the development o f capitalism by lead­
ing a popular revolutionary struggle against the landed 
aristocracy, overthrowing the feudal ruling classes, and 
unifying the more than 30 separate kingdoms and princi­
palities into a single German republic.

This was no longer true a few decades later. With the 
rise o f imperialism at the beginning o f the 20th century, 
capitalism exhausted its progressive content and became 
the main obstacle to solving all basic problems facing 
humanity. The bourgeoisie could no longer be counted on 
to act in a revolutionary way.

Addressing the tasks o f the working class in the 1848 bour­
geois-democratic revolution, the final section o f the Mani­
festo had presented the main lines o f action for communists in 
the following way: In Germany communists fight “ with the 
bourgeoisie whenever it acts in a revolutionary way”  against 
the absolute monarchy and the feudal landowners.

But unlike the successful French revolution at the end o f

the 18th century, when the capitalist class swept the monar­
chy from power, the German bourgeoisie, terrified by the 
prospect o f a strengthened working class that could threaten 
its political domination, sought to strike a deal with the nobil­
ity. Marx and Engels argued in burning articles and editorials 
against the compromising strategy o f the bourgeois leaders 
o f the movement in 1848.

By the beginning o f 1849, the counterrevolution had 
gained momentum and put a break on the victory o f the dem­
ocratic movement. One year later, Marx explained at a meet­
ing o f exiled Communist League members in London that 
the working class, at least in Germany, would have to go 
through decades o f further developments and class battles 
“ in order to alter the situation and to train [itself] for the exer­
cise o f power.”

Conditions fo r a successful revolution led by the 
working class did not ripen anywhere in the world 
while Marx and Engels were alive. But their proletarian 
approach, which resonates in their writings on free 
trade and protectionism, has guided m illions o f revolu­
tionists ever since.

Marx’s speech printed below can also be found in 
volume 6 o f the Collected Works o f Marx and Engels. 
Subheadings are by the Militant.

*  *  *

BY KARL MARX
Gentlemen, the Repeal o f the Com Laws' in England 

is the greatest triumph o f Free Trade in the nineteenth 
century. In every country where manufacturers discuss 
Free Trade, they have in mind chiefly Free Trade in 
com or raw material generally. To burden foreign com 
with protective duties is infamous, it is to speculate on

the hunger o f the people.
Cheap food, high wages, for this alone the English Free 

Traders have spent millions, and their enthusiasm has 
already infected their Continental brethren. And, generally 
speaking, all those who advocate Free Trade do so in the 
interests o f the working class.

But, strange to say, the people for whom cheap food is 
to be procured at all costs are very ungrateful. Cheap food

Whether capitalism declines 
or grows, the worker goes 
to the wall just the same . . .

is as ill reputed in England as is cheap government in 
France. The people see in these self-sacrificing gentlemen, 
in Bowring, Bright &  Co., their worst enemies and the 
most shameless hypocrites.

Everyone knows that in England the struggle between 
Liberals and Democrats takes the name o f the struggle 
between Free Traders and Chartists. Let us see how the 
English Free Traders have proved to the people the good 
intentions that animate them.

This is what they said to the factory hands:
“ The duty on com is a tax upon wages; this tax you pay 

to the landlords, those medieval aristocrats; i f  your position 
is a wretched one, it is so only on account o f the high price 
o f the most indispensable articles o f food.”

The workers in turn asked o f the manufacturers:
“ How is it that in the course o f the last th irty years, 

while our commerce and manufacture has immensely
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Artist's depiction of Marx, left, and Engels, center, inspecting an issue of 
Neue Rheinische Zietung (New Rhineland Gazette) fresh off the press.

increased, our wages have fallen far more rapidly, in 
proportion, than the price o f com has gone up?

“ The tax which you say we pay the landlords is 
about three pence a week per worker. And yet the 
wages o f the hand-loom weaver fe ll, between 1815 
and 1843, from 28s. (shillings] per week to 5s., and 
the wages o f the power-loom weaver, between 1823 
and 1843, from 20s. per week to 8s. [A  shilling 
equaled 12 pence.]

“ And during the whole o f the time that portion o f the 
tax which you say we pay the landlord has never ex­
ceeded three pence. And, then, in the year 1834, when 
bread was very cheap and business lively, what did you 
tell us? You said, ‘ I f  you are poor, it is only because 
you have too many children, and your marriages are 
more productive than your labor!’

“ These are the very words you spoke to us, and you set 
about making new Poor Laws, and building workhouses, 
those bastilles o f the proletariat.”

To this the manufacturers replied:
“ You are right, worthy laborers: it is not the price o f 

com alone, but competition o f the hands among themselves 
as well, which determines wages.

“ But just bear in mind the circumstance that our soil 
consists o f rocks and sandbanks only. You surely do not 
imagine that com can be grown in flower-pots! If, instead 
o f wasting our labor and capital upon a thoroughly sterile 
soil, we were to give up agriculture, and devote ourselves 
exclusively to commerce and manufacture, all Europe 
would abandon its factories, and England would form one 
huge factory town, with the whole o f the rest o f Europe 
for its agricultural districts.”

Repeal of Corn Laws ruined agriculture
While thus haranguing his own workingmen, the man­

ufacturer is interrogated by the small tradesmen, who 
exclaim:

“ I f  we repeal the Com Laws, we shall indeed ruin agricul­
ture; but, for all that, we shall not compel other nations to 
give up their own factories, and buy our goods. What wi 11 the 
consequences be? I lose my customers in the country, and the 
home market is destroyed.”

The manufacturer turns his back upon the workingmen 
and replies to the shopkeeper;

“ As to that, you leave it to us! Once rid o f the duty on 
com, we shall import cheaper com from abroad. Then we 
shall reduce wages at the very time when they are rising 
in the countries where we get our com. Thus in addition 
to the advantages which we already enjoy we shall have 
lower wages, and, with all these advantages, we shall easily 
force the Continent to buy o f us.”

But now the farmers and agricultural laborers jo in  in 
the discussion.

“ And what, pray, is to become o f us? Are we to help 
in passing a sentence o f death upon agriculture, when 
we get our liv ing  by it? Are we to let the soil be tom 
from beneath our feet?”

For all answer the Anti-Corn Law League2 contented 
itself with offering prizes for the three best essays upon 
the wholesome influence o f the Repeal o f the Com Laws 
on English agriculture.

These prizes were carried o ff by Messrs Hope, 
Morse, and Greg, whose essays were distributed broad­
cast throughout the agricultural districts. One o f the 
prize essayists devotes him self to proving that neither 
the tenant farmer nor the agricultural laborer would lose 
by the repeal o f the Com Laws, and that the landlord 
alone would lose.

“ The English tenant farmer,”  he exclaims, “ need not fear 
repeal, because no other country can produce such good com 
so cheaply as England. Thus, even i f  the price o f com fell, it 
would not hurt you, because this fall would only affect rent, 
which would go down, while the profit o f capital and the

wages o f labor remain stationary.”
The second prize essayist, Mr.

Morse, maintains, on the contrary, 
that the price o f com w ill rise in 
consequence o f repeal. He is at in fi­
nite pains to prove that protective 
duties have never been able to se­
cure a profitable price for com.

In support o f his assertion he 
quotes the fact that, whenever 
foreign com has been imported, 
the price o f com in England has 
gone up considerably, and that 
when little  com has been im ­
ported the price has fallen ex­
tremely. This prize-winner 
forgets that the importation was 
not the cause o f the high price, 
but that the high price was the 
cause o f the importation. In d i­
rect contradiction o f his co l­
league he asserts that every rise 
in the price o f corn is profitable 
to both the tenant farmer and la­
borer, but does not benefit the 
landlord.

The third prize essayist, Mr.
Greg, who is a large manufac­
turer and whose work is ad­
dressed to the large tenant 
farmers, could not afford to echo 
such silly  stuff. His language is 
more scientific.

He admits that the Com Laws 
can increase rent only by in­
creasing the price o f com, and 
that they can raise the price o f com only by inducing 
the investment o f capital upon land o f inferior quality, 
and this is explained quite simply.

In proportion as population increases, it inevitably fo l­
lows, i f  foreign com cannot be imported, that less fruitful 
soil must be placed under cultivation. This involves more 
expense and the product o f this soil is consequently dearer.

Workers have made 
common cause with 
manufacturers against 
landlords to destroy last 
remnants of feudalism . . .

There being a demand for all the com thus produced, it 
w ill all be sold. The price for all o f it w ill o f necessity be 
determined by the price o f the product o f the inferior soil. 
The difference between this price and the cost o f produc­
tion upon soil o f better quality constitutes the rent paid for 
the use o f the better soil.

If, therefore, in consequence o f the repeal o f the Com 
Laws, the price o f com falls, and if, as a matter o f 
course, rent falls along with it, it is because inferior soil 
w ill no longer be cultivated. Thus the reduction o f rent 
must inevitably ruin a part o f the tenant farmers.

These remarks were necessary in order to make Mr. 
Greg’s language comprehensible.

“ The small farmers,”  he says, “ who cannot support 
themselves by agriculture must take refuge in manufac­
ture. As to the large tenant farmers, they cannot fa il to 
profit by the arrangement: either the landlord w ill be

obliged to sell them their 
land very cheap, or leases 
w ill be made out for long 
periods. This w ill enable 
tenant farmers to invest 
more capital in their farms, 
to use agricultural ma­
chinery on a larger scale, 
and to save manual labor, 
which w ill, moreover, be 
cheaper, on account o f the 
general fa ll in wages, the 
immediate consequence o f 
the repeal o f the Com 
Laws.”

Dr. Bowring conferred 
upon all these arguments the 
consecration o f religion, by 
exclaiming at a public meet­
ing, “ Jesus Christ is Free 
Trade, and Free Trade is Je­
sus Christ.”

It w ill be evident that all 
this cant was not calculated 
to make cheap bread tasteful 
to workingmen.

Besides, how should the 
workingmen understand the 
sudden philanthropy o f the

manufacturers, the very men still busy fighting against the 
Ten-Hours B ill,3 which was to reduce the working day o f 
the m ill hands from twelve hours to ten?

To give you an idea o f the philanthropy o f these man­
ufacturers I would remind you o f the factory regulations 
in force in all their mills.

Every manufacturer has fo r his own private use a 
regular penal code by means o f which fines are in­
flicted fo r every voluntary or involuntary offence. For 
instance, the hand pays so much when he has the 
misfortune to sit down on a chair, or whisper, or speak, 
or laugh; i f  he is a few moments late; i f  any part o f a 
machine breaks, or i f  he turns out work o f an inferior 
quality, etc. The fines are always greater than the dam­
age really done by the workman. And to give the work­
ingman every opportunity fo r incurring fines the 
factory clock is set forward, and he is given bad mate­
rial to make into good stuff. An overseer unskillfu l in 
m ultip lying infractions o f rules is soon discharged.

You see, gentlemen, this private legislation is enacted 
for the especial purpose o f creating such infractions, and 
infractions are manufactured for the purpose o f making 
money. Thus the manufacturer uses every means o f reduc­
ing the nominal wage, and even profiting by accidents over 
which the workers have no control.

And these manufacturers are the same philanthro­
pists who have tried to persuade the workers that they 
were capable o f going to immense expense for the sole 
and express purpose o f improving the condition o f 
these same workingmen! On the one hand they nibble 
at the workers’ wages in the pettiest way, by means o f 
factory legislation, and, on the other, they are prepared 
to make the greatest sacrifices to raise those wages by 
means o f the Anti-Corn Law League.

They build great palaces, at immense expense, in 
which the League takes up its o ffic ia l residence. They 
send an army o f missionaries to all comers o f England 
to preach the gospel o f Free Trade. They print and dis­
tribute gratis thousands o f pamphlets to enlighten the 
workingman upon his own interests. They spend enor­
mous sums to buy over the press to their side. They 
organize a vast administrative system for the conduct 
o f the Free Trade movement, and bestow all the wealth 
o f their eloquence upon public meetings.

It was at one o f these meetings that a workingman cried 
out; “ I f  the landlords were to sell our bones, you manu­
facturers would be the first to buy them, and to put them 
through the m ill and make flour o f them.”

Struggle between lords of land and capital
The English workingmen have appreciated to the 

fullest extent the significance o f the struggle between 
the lords o f the land and o f capital. They know very 
well that the price o f bread was to be reduced in order 
to reduce wages, and that the profit o f capital would 
rise by as much as rent fell.

Ricardo, the apostle o f the English Free Traders, the 
leading economist o f our century, entirely agrees with the 
workers upon this point.

In his celebrated work on political economy [P rinc i­
ples o f Po litica l Economy and Taxation] he says:

I f  instead o f  g row ing  ou r ow n com  . . .  we d iscover a 
new market from  w h ich  we can supply ourselves . . .  at 
a cheaper price, wages w ill fa ll and p ro fits  rise. The fa ll 
in the price  o f  agricu ltu ra l produce reduces the wages, 
not on ly  o f  the laborer em ployed in  cu ltiva ting  the soil,
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but also o f all those employed in commerce or manufac­
ture.

And do not believe, gentlemen, that it is a matter o f 
indifference to the workingman whether he receives only 
four francs on account o f com being cheaper, when he had 
been receiving five francs before.

Have not his wages always fallen in comparison with 
profit? And is it not clear that his social position has grown 
worse as compared with that o f the capitalist? Beside 
which he loses actually. So long as the price o f com was 
higher and wages were also higher, a small saving in the 
consumption o f bread sufficed to procure him other enjoy­
ments. But as soon as bread is cheap, and wages are 
therefore low, he can save almost nothing on bread, for the 
purchase o f other articles.

The English workingmen have shown the English Free

VttlKmSf- »•***> ?i *
Children in a British slum, 1875. Marx pointed out that 
while free trade drove down the cost of food, it also led to  
lower wages for working people.

Traders that they are not the dupes o f their illusions or o f 
their lies. And if, in spite o f this, the workers have made 
common cause with the manufacturers against the land­
lords, it is for the purpose o f destroying the last remnant 
o f feudalism, that henceforth they may have only one 
enemy to deal with.

The workers have not miscalculated, for the landlords, 
in order to revenge themselves upon the manufacturers, 
have made common cause with the workers to carry the 
Ten-Hours B ill, which the latter had been vainly demand­
ing for thirty years, and which was passed immediately 
after the repeal o f the Com Laws.

When Dr. Bowring, at the Congress o f Economists,

Under capitalism, there 
will always be a class 
which exploits and a class 
which is exploited . . .

drew from his pocket a long list to show how many 
head o f cattle, how much ham, bacon, poultry, etc., is 
imported into England, to be consumed —  as he as­
serted —  by the workers, he forgot to state that at the 
same time the workers o f Manchester and other factory 
towns were thrown out o f work by the beginning o f the 
crisis.

As a matter o f principle in Political Economy, the figures 
o f a single year must never be taken as the basis for 
formulating general laws. We must always take the average 
o f from six to seven years, a period during which modem 
industry passes through the successive phases of prosper­
ity, overproduction, crisis, thus completing the inevitable 
cycle.

Doubtless, i f  the price o f all commodities falls, and 
this is the necessary consequence o f Free Trade, I can 
buy far more fo r a franc than before. And the work­
ingman’s franc is as good as any other man’s. There­
fore, Free Trade must be advantageous to the 
workingman.

There is only one little d ifficulty in this, namely that the 
workman, before he exchanges his franc for other com­
modities, has first exchanged his labor for the money o f 
the capitalist. I f  in this exchange he always received the

said franc while the price o f all other commodities fell, he 
would always be the gainer by such a bargain. The d iffi­
culty does not lie in proving that, the price o f all commod­
ities falling, more commodities can be bought for the same 
sum o f money.

Economists always take the price o f labor at the moment 
o f its exchange with other commodities, and altogether 
ignore the moment at which labor accomplishes its own 
exchange with capital. When it costs less to set in motion 
the machinery which produces commodities, then the 
things necessary for the maintenance o f this machine, 
called workman, w ill also cost less.

I f  all commodities are cheaper, labor, which is a com­
modity too, w ill also fall in price, and we shall see later 
that this commodity, labor, w ill fa ll far lower in propor­
tion than all other commodities. I f  the workingman still 

pins his faith to the arguments o f the economists, 
he w ill find, one fine morning, that the franc has 
dwindled in his pocket, and that he has only five 
sous left.

Thereupon the economists w ill tell you, “ We ad­
m it that competition among the workers w ill cer­
tainly not be lessened under Free Trade, and w ill 
very soon bring wages into harmony with the low 
price o f commodities. But, on the other hand, the 
low price o f commodities w ill increase consump­
tion, the larger consumption w ill increase produc­
tion, which w ill in turn necessitate a larger 
demand for labor and this larger demand w ill be 
followed by a rise in wages.”

The whole line o f argument amounts to this: 
Free Trade increases productive forces. When 
manufactures keep advancing, when wealth, when 
the productive forces, when, in a word, productive 
capital increases, the demand for the labor, the 
price o f labor, and consequently the rate o f wages, 
rises also.

The most favorable condition for the workingman 
is the growth o f capital. This must be admitted: when 
capital remains stationary, commerce and manufac­
ture are not merely stationary but decline, and in this 
case the workman is the first victim. He goes to the 
wall before the capitalist.

Workers go to the wall just the same
And in the case o f the growth o f capital, under the 

circumstances, which, as we have said, are the best for 
the workingman, what w ill be his lot? He w ill go to the 
wall just the same. The growth o f capital implies the ac­
cumulation and the concentration o f capital. This cen­
tralization involves a greater division o f labor and a 
greater use o f machinery. The greater division o f labor 
destroys the special skill o f the laborer, and by putting 

in the place o f this skilled work labor, which any one can per­
form, it increases competition among the workers.

This competition becomes more fierce as the division o f 
labor enables a single man to do the work o f three. Ma­
chinery accomplishes the same result on a much larger scale. 
The accumulation o f productive capital forces the industrial 
capitalist to work with constantly increasing means o f pro­
duction, ruins the small manufacturer, and drives him into 
the proletariat. Then, the rate o f interest falling in proportion 
as capital accumulates, the little rentiers and retired trades­
people, who can no longer live upon their small incomes, 
w ill be forced to look out for some business again and u lti­
mately to swell the number o f proletarians.

Finally, the more productive capital grows, the more it is 
compelled to produce for a market whose requirements it 
does not know, —  the more supply tries to force demand, 
and consequently crises increase in frequency and in inten­
sity. But every crisis in turn hastens the concentration o f cap­
ital, adds to the proletariat. Thus, as productive capital 
grows, competition among 
the workers grows too, and 
grows in a far greater propor­
tion. The reward o f labor is 
less for all, and the burden o f 
labor is increased for some at 
least.

In 1829 there were, in 
Manchester, 1,088 cotton 
spinners employed in 36 fac­
tories. In 1841 there were 
but 448, and they tended 
53,353 more spindles than 
the 1,088 spinners did in 
1829. I f  manual labor had 
increased in the same pro­
portion as productive force, 
the number o f spinners 
ought to have risen to 1,848; 
improved machinery had, 
therefore, deprived 1,400 
workers o f employment.

We know beforehand the 
reply o f the economists —  
the people thus thrown out 
o f work w ill find other 
kinds o f employment. Dr.
Bowring did not fa il to re­
produce this argument at 
the Congress o f Econo­

mists. But neither did he fa il to refute himself. In 1835, 
Dr. Bowring made a speech in the House o f Commons 
on the 50.000 hand-loom weavers o f London who have 
been starving without being able to find that new kind 
o f employment, which the Free Traders hold out to 
them in the distance. Let us hear the most striking por­
tion o f this speech o f Mr. Bowring.

“ The misery o f the hand-loom weavers,”  he says, “ is 
the inevitable fate o f all kinds o f labor which are easily 
acquired, and which may, at any moment, be replaced 
by less costly means. As in these cases competition

To call cosmopolitan 
exploitation universal 
brotherhood, is an 
idea that could only be 
engendered in the brain 
of the bourgeoisie . . .

amongst the work-people is very great, the slightest fa ll- 
ing -o ff in demand brings on a crisis. The hand-loom 
weavers are. in certain sense, placed on the borders o f 
human existence. One step further, and the existence be­
comes impossible. The slightest shock is sufficient to 
throw them on to the road to ruin.

"B y  more and more superseding manual labor, the 
progress o f mechanical science must bring on, during 
the period o f transition, a deal o f temporary suffering. 
National well-being cannot be bought except at the price 
o f some individual evils. The advance o f industry is 
achieved at the expense o f those who lag behind, and o f 
all discoveries that o f the power-loom weighs most 
heavily upon the hand-loom weavers. In a great many 
articles formerly made by hand, the weaver has been 
placed hors de combat [out o f the running]; but he is 
sure to be beaten in a good many more stuffs that are 
now made by hand."

Further on he says, “ I hold in my hand a correspond­
ence o f the governor-general w ith the East India Com­
pany. This correspondence is concerning the weavers o f 
the Dacca district. The governor says in his letter, 'A  
few years ago the East India Company received from six 
to eight m illion  pieces o f calico woven upon the looms 
o f the country. The demand fell o ff  gradually and was 
reduced to about a m illion  pieces. A t this moment it has 
almost entirely ceased. Moreover, in 1800 North Am er­
ica received from India nearly 800,000 pieces o f cotton 
goods. In 1830 it did not take even 4,000. Finally, in 
1800, a m illion  pieces were shipped for Portugal; in 
1830 Portugal did not receive above 20,000.’

"The reports on the distress o f the Indian weavers are 
terrible. And what is the origin o f that distress? The pre­
sence on the market o f English manufactures, the pro­
duction o f the same article by means o f the power-loom.
A great number o f the weavers died o f starvation; the 
remainder has gone over to other employment, and 
chiefly to field labor. Not to be able to change employ­
ment amounted to a sentence o f death. And at this mo­
ment the Dacca district is crammed w ith English yams 
and calicoes. The Dacca muslin, renowned all over the 
world for its beauty and firm  texture, has also been 
eclipsed by the competition o f English machinery. In the 
whole history o f commerce, it would, perhaps, be d if f i­
cult to find suffering equal to what these whole classes 
in India had to submit to.”

Free Traders view workers as machinery
Mr. Bow ring ’s speech is the more remarkable 

because the facts quoted by him are correct, and the 
phrases with which he seeks to palliate them are char-
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A meeting of the Union of German Workers' Associations, 1868. The victory of 
the bourgeoisie over the landed aristocracy in the 18th and 19th centuries was 
accompanied by growth of labor movement and workers organizations.

acterized by the hypocrisy common to all Free Trade 
discourses.

He represents the workers as means o f production which 
must be superseded by less expensive means o f production, 
pretends to see in the labor o f which he speaks a wholly ex­
ceptional kind o f labor, and in the machine which has 
crushed out the weavers an equally exceptional kind o f ma­
chine. He forgets that there is no kind o f manual labor which 
may not any day share the fate o f the hand-loom weavers.

The constant aim and tendency o f every improve­
ment o f mechanism is indeed to do entirely without the 
labor o f men, or to reduce its price, by superseding the 
labor o f the adult males by that o f women and children, 
or the work o f the skilled by that o f the unskilled work­
man. In most o f the throstle m ills, spinning is now en­
tirely done by girls o f sixteen years and less. The intro­
duction o f the self-acting mule has caused the discharge 
o f most o f the (adult male) spinners, while the children 
and young persons have been kept on.

The above words o f the most enthusiastic o f Free Trad­
ers, Dr. Ure, are calculated to complete the confessions of 
Dr. Bowring. Mr. Bowring speaks o f certain individual 
evils, and, at the same time, says that these individual evils 
destroy whole classes; he speaks o f the temporary suffer­
ings during a transition period, and does not deny that these 
temporary evils have implied for the majority the transition 
from life to death, and for the rest a transition from a better 
to a worse condition. When he asserts, farther on, that the 
sufferings o f the working class are inseparable from the 
progress o f industry, and are necessary to the prosperity o f 
the nation, he simply says that the prosperity o f the bour­
geois class presupposes as necessary the suffering o f the 
laboring class.

A ll the comfort which Mr. Bowring offers the work­
ers who perish, and, indeed, the whole doctrine o f com­
pensation which the Free Traders propound, amounts to 
this:

You thousands o f workers who are perishing, do not 
despair! You can die w ith an easy conscience. Your 
class w ill not perish. It w ill always be numerous enough 
fo r the capitalist class to decimate it without fear o f 
annihilating it. Besides, how could capital be usefully 
applied i f  it did not take care to keep up its exploitable 
material, i.e., the workingmen, to be exploited over and 
over again?

But, then, why propound as a problem still to be solved 
the question: What influence w ill the adoption o f the Free 
Trade have upon the condition o f the working class? A ll 
the laws formulated by the political economists from 
Quesnay to Ricardo, have been based upon the hypothesis 
that the trammels which still interfere with commercial 
freedom have disappeared. These laws are confirmed in 
proportion as Free Trade is adopted.

Prices of commodities
The first o f these laws is that competition reduces the 

price o f every commodity to the minimum cost o f produc­
tion. Thus the minimum o f wages is the natural price o f 
labor. And what is the minimum o f wages? Just so much 
as is required for production o f the articles absolutely 
necessary for the maintenance o f the worker, for the con­
tinuation, by hook or by crook, o f his own existence and 
that o f his class.

But do not imagine that the worker receives only this min­
imum wage, and still less that he always receives it. No, ac­
cording to this law, the working class w ill sometimes be 
more fortunate, w ill sometimes receive something above the 
minimum, but this surplus w ill merely make up for the defi­
cit which they w ill have received below the minimum in 
times o f industrial depression.

How can peasants and workers in the colonial 
world achieve freedom from imperialist 
exploitation? How can working people overcome 
the divisions incited by their national ruling 
classes and act together for their common class 
interests? These questions were addressed by
2,000 delegates to the 1920 Congress of the 
Peoples of the East. Complete proceedings.
Part of the series. The Communist International 
in Lenin's Time. $19.95

Available a t bookstores, inc lud ing  those listed on page 12, o r at 
the address below. I f  ordering by mail, please add S j.00  to 
cover postage a nd  handling.

That is to say that within a 
given time which recurs peri­
odically, in other words, in the 
cycle which commerce and 
industry describe while pass­
ing through the successive 
phases o f prosperity, overpro­
duction, stagnation, and cri­
sis, when reckoning all that 
the working class has had 
above and below mere neces­
saries, we shall see that, after 
all, they have received neither 
more nor less than the mini­
mum; i.e., the working class 
w ill have maintained itself as 
a class after enduring any 
amount o f misery and 
misfortune, and after leaving 
many corpses upon the indus­
trial battle-field. But what o f that? The class w ill still exist; 
nay, more, it w ill have increased.

But this is not all. The progress o f industry creates less 
and less expensive means o f subsistence. Thus spirits have 
taken the place o f beer, cotton that o f wool and linen, and 
potatoes that o f bread.

Thus, as means are constantly being found for the 
maintenance o f labor on cheaper and more wretched food, 
the minimum o f wages is constantly sinking. I f  these wages 
began by letting the man work to live, they end by forcing 
him to live the life o f a machine. His existence has no other 
value than that o f a simple productive force, and the 
capitalist treats him accordingly.

This law o f the commodity labor, o f the minimum o f 
wages w ill be confirmed in proportion as the supposi­
tion o f the economists. Free Trade, becomes an actual 
fact. Thus, o f two things one: either we must reject all 
political economy based upon the assumption o f Free 
Trade, or we must admit that under this same Free 
Trade the whole severity o f the economic laws w ill fall 
upon the workers.

To sum up, what is Free Trade under the present condi­
tions o f society? Freedom o f Capital. When you have tom 
down the few national barriers which still restrict the free

Free TVade system hastens 
social revolution. In this 
revolutionary sense alone I 
am in favor of free trade . . .

development o f capital, you w ill merely have given it 
complete freedom o f action. So long as you let the relation 
o f wages-labor to capital exist, no matter how favorable 
the conditions under which you accomplish the exchange 
o f commodities, there w ill always be a class which exploits 
and a class which is exploited.

It is really difficult to understand the presumption o f the 
Free Traders who imagine that the more advantageous appli­
cation o f capital w ill abolish the antagonism between indus­
trial capitalists and wage-workers. On the contrary. The only 
result w ill be that the antagonism o f these two classes w ill 
stand out more clearly.

Let us assume for a moment that there are no more Com 
Laws or national and municipal import duties; that in a 
word all the accidental circumstances which to-day the 
workingman may look upon as a cause o f his miserable 
condition have vanished, and we shall have removed so 
many curtains that hide from his eyes his true enemy.

He w ill see that capital released from all trammels w ill 
make him no less a slave than capital trammelled by import 
duties.

Freedom of capital to crush the worker
Gentlemen! Do not be deluded by the abstract word 

Freedom! Whose freedom? Not the freedom o f one indi­
vidual in relation to another, but freedom o f Capital to 
crush the worker.

Why should you desire farther to sanction unlimited 
competition with this idea o f freedom, when the idea of 
freedom itself is only the product o f a social condition 
based upon Free Competition?

We have shown what sort o f fraternity Free Trade 
begets between the different classes o f one and the 
same nation. The fraternity which Free Trade would es­
tablish between the nations o f the earth would not be 
more real, to call cosmopolitan exploitation universal 
brotherhood is an idea that could only be engendered 
in the brain o f the bourgeoisie.

Every one o f the destructive phenomena to which un­
lim ited competition gives rise w ithin any one nation is 
reproduced in more gigantic proportions in the market 
o f the world. We need not pause any longer upon Free 
Trade sophisms on this subject, which are worth just as 
much as the arguments o f our prize essayists Messrs 
Hope, Morse, and Greg.

For instance, we are told that Free Trade would create

an international division o f labor, and thereby give to each 
country those branches o f production most in harmony 
with its natural advantages.

You believe perhaps, gentlemen, that the production of 
coffee and sugar is the natural destiny o f the West Indies.

Two centuries ago, nature, which does not trouble itself 
about commerce, had planted neither sugar-cane nor coffee 
trees there. And it may be that in less than half a century 
you w ill find there neither coffee nor sugar, for the East 
Indies, by means o f cheaper production, have already 
successfully broken down this so-called natural destiny of 
the West Indies.

And the West Indies, with their natural wealth, are as 
heavy a burden for England as the weavers o f Dacca, who 
also were destined from the beginning o f time to weave 
by hand.

One other circumstance must not be forgotten, 
namely that, just as everything has become a monopoly, 
there are also nowadays some branches o f industry 
which prevail over all others, and secure to the nations 
which especially foster them the command o f the mar­
ket o f the world. Thus in the commerce o f the world 
cotton alone has much greater commercial importance 
than all the other raw materials used in the manufacture 
o f clothing.

It is truly ridiculous for the Free Traders to refer to the few 
specialties in each branch o f industry, throwing them into the 
balance against the product used in everyday consumption, 
and produced most cheaply in those countries in which man­
ufacture is most highly developed.

I f  the Free Traders cannot understand how one nation 
can grow rich at the expense o f another, we need not 
wonder, since these same gentlemen also refuse to under­
stand how in the same country one class can enrich itself 
at the expense o f another.

Do not imagine, gentlemen, that in criticising freedom 
o f commerce we have the least intention o f defending 
Protection.

One may be opposed to constitutionalism without being 
in favor o f absolutism.

Moreover, the Protective system is nothing but a 
means o f establishing manufacture upon a large scale 
in any given country, that is to say, o f making it de­
pendent upon the market o f the world; and from the 
moment that dependence upon the market o f the world 
is established, there is more or less dependence upon 
Free Trade too. Besides this, the Protective system 
helps to develop free competition w ith in  a nation.

Hence we see that in countries where the bourgeoisie is 
beginning to make itself felt as a class, in Germany for exam­
ple, it makes great efforts to obtain Protective duties. They 
serve the bourgeoisie as weapons against feudalism and ab­
solute monarchy, as a means for the concentration o f its own 
powers for the realization o f Free Trade within the country.

But, generally speaking, the Protective system in these 
days is conservative, while the Free Trade system works 
destructively. It breaks up old nationalities and carries 
antagonism o f proletariat and bourgeoisie to the uttermost 
point. In a word, the Free Trade system hastens the Social 
Revolution. In this revolutionary sense alone, gentlemen, 
I am in favor o f Free Trade.

1. The Corn Laws (first introduced in the 15th century) 
imposed high tariffs on agricultural imports in order to 
maintain high prices on agricultural products on the home 
market. By the Act o f 1815 imports o f grain were prohibited 
as long as grain prices in England remained lower than 80 sh. 
per quarter. Later further Acts were adopted (1822, 1828 and 
others) changing the terms o f grain imports.

The struggle between the industrial bourgeoisie and the 
landed aristocracy over the Com Laws ended in their repeal in 
June 1846.

2. The Anti-Corn Law League was founded in 1838 by the 
Manchester manufacturers Cobden and Bright. Acting under 
the slogan o f unrestricted free trade the League fought to 
weaken the economic and political position o f the landed 
aristocracy and at the same time to reduce workers’ wages.

3. The Ten-Hours B ill —  legislation reducing the work day 
to ten hours —  was submitted to Parliament in England 
several times. In 1847 after a prolonged struggle the B ill was 
passed, and applied only to children and women. However, 
many factory owners ignored it.
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Flight attendants’ strike cripples airline
Continued from front page
a flight attendant in Miami, following the 
decision.

Richard Ross, APFA Miami strike coor­
dinator, said at a post-strike rally celebrating 
the union’s accomplishments, “ This proves 
that the labor movement is back and that the 
Reagan years are over.”

APFA union officials had planned the 
strike to last 11 days, until November 29, 
the day before the next group o f 1,000 re­
placement trainees were scheduled to fly. 
“ Then we w ill pursue other options avail­
able to us under the Railway Labor Act,”  
said Denise Hedges, president o f the APFA.

Before the strike, Clinton’s Federal Avia­
tion Administration, at the request o f Amer­
ican management, had shortened the train­
ing time for flight attendants from six weeks 
to 10 days, to make it easier for the company 
to train replacement workers.

In discussing the potential pitfalls o f 
federal arbitration, attendant David Gray 
said, “ I don’t think binding arbitration could 
end up worse than what we have now.”  

Crandall had forcefully rejected all calls 
for mediation saying, “ A mediator always 
splits the difference.”  This was unacceptable 
because American’s owners wanted deep 
concessions from the union.

“ He’s the elected leader o f the country,”  
said Crandall, at a news conference in Dal­
las. “ For any citizen or any company or any 
union to say 'No, I won’t do that’ to the 
president requires an awfully good reason.”  

“ 1 don’t think there’s any question we don’t 
like it,”  said the company’s chief financial of­
ficer, Donald Carty, commenting on the bind­
ing arbitration. “ We don’t like it at all.”

This powerful and effective strike re­
sulted in the airline losing more than $10 
million a day while facing a barrage of 
criticism from stranded ticket holders.

American had said outright it would not 
let strikers return to their jobs and even sent 
the attendants their pay with the words “ final 
check”  written on it. “ Any flight attendant 
who strikes w ill be permanently replaced, 
whether the strike lasts 1 day or 11 days or 
6 weeks,”  stated American Airlines spokes­
person A1 Becker.

But the workers were not swayed by this 
threat. “ I may be risking my job, but this is 
not a self-centered thing,”  said striker 
Brenda Givens.

The strike, the first ever for flight atten­
dants at American, mobilized 95 percent of 
union members, deeply wounding the air­
line’s capacity to function.

Empty airplanes
On the second day o f the strike, the Allied 

Pilots Association (APA), representing pi­
lots at American, calculated that o f 2,578 
daily scheduled flights American flew 1,500 
without passengers and canceled 220.

The company flew the empty planes, with 
shades drawn, from city to city in the vain 
hope that crews would be waiting at the next 
airport to staff the flights. Thousands of 
passengers at hundreds o f airports were 
stranded as American boarded and then 
deboarded them while it scrambled to patch 
together crews.

Enthusiastic strikers across the United 
States and Puerto Rico, wearing their AA 
wings pins upside down, picketed at termi­
nals, cargo docks, employee bus stops, and 
even railway stations in 40 cities.

In Chicago, the airline’s second-largest 
hub, 800 attendants and supporters picketed 
November 20. Half o f all departures were 
canceled and one-third o f those carried only 
cargo. The spirited group led chants o f 
“ American’s lying, we’re not flying,”  and 
“ You won’t go, but your bags w ill.”

Hundreds o f APFA members joined spir­
ited daily pickets at New York’s Kennedy 
Airport. On November 20, members o f the 
hospital workers union Local 1199 and strik­
ing International Association o f Machinists 
(IA M ) members at A lita lia Airlines joined 
the line.

Striking attendant Carlos Duberry, for­
merly a worker at Eastern Airlines who par­
ticipated in the 1989-91 strike against East­
ern head Frank Lorenzo’s union-busting 
drive, said, “ The first time I had some reser­
vations. Now I know what to do. This is not 
just for us, but for every working person.”  

Another said, “ I ’ve been w illing to take 
concessions, including at Eastern, but con­
cessions just don’t work. I f  we win, every­
one wins, so now I ’m going to fight for me 
and everyone else.”

In Miami, airport authorities unsuccess­
fu lly tried to rein in the number o f pickets, 
even providing maps marked with “ picket lo­
cations.”  The strikers spread out and increased 
their numbers way beyond imposed limits.

During the strike, APFA members were 
joined on the picket lines by many other 
unionists including other flight attendants, 
ramp workers, mechanics, cleaners, and pi­
lots from American and other airlines.

David Gomez, a flight attendant at United, 
walked the Miami picket every day. “ This is 
just a preview of what is coming. I hope 
[United’s chairman] Stephen Wolf is watch­
ing this and learning a lesson," he said.

A t the outset o f the strike a federal injunc­
tion was issued to bar the Transport Workers 
Union (TWU), which organizes ramp work­
ers, mechanics, and other ground service 
workers at American, from joining the strike.

TWU officials said this injunction kept 
them from honoring APFA’s picket line. TWU 
president Sonny Hall declared November 19, 
“ Should American begin the hiring o f perma­
nent replacements, TWU w ill have no alterna­
tive but to become party to this dispute.”

TWU Local 568 in Miami voted to donate 
$2,000 to the strikers. Some TWU members 
argued that they should join the strike in 
spite o f the injunction.

The pilots did not declare a sympathy 
strike, which would have grounded the air­
line. APA president Rich LaVoy announced 
November 19 that the “ need for a sympathy 
strike had been superseded by the success 
o f the APFA strike.”

The APA set up a voluntary relief fund for 
strike donations and thousands of pilots pick­
eted as individual union members nationwide.

Ten years of concessions
The across-the-board concession contract 

proposal came 10 years after American 
pushed through the first two-tier wage struc-

BY D A VID  M ARSHALL
MAR1SSA, Illinois —  On November 23, 

negotiators for the United Mine Workers of 
America (UMWA) and the Bituminous Coal 
Operators Association (BCOA) reached an 
agreement granting amnesty to strikers the 
companies have discharged for alleged mis­
conduct during the six-month walk-out by
18,000 union miners in seven states.

Under the terms o f the amnesty, the coal 
companies pledged to pull their security 
guards and hired thugs back from mine en­
trances, and UMWA locals removed the 
picket lines they have maintained around the 
clock since going on strike on May 10.

“ We don’t have a contract yet,”  said John 
Cox, director o f Region 3 o f the UMWA, “ but 
we have an agreement that all the strikers get 
their jobs back when we go back to work.”  

According to Cox, the coal operators have 
fired between 30 and 40 workers over the 
course o f the strike, and have threatened to 
fire another 350-400. Many others face sus­
pensions and other disciplinary action.

Cox said that negotiators for the union 
and the operators have arrived at a verbal 
agreement on the central issues in the strike, 
and that a tentative written agreement can 
be expected in the next few days.

“ We’re cautiously optimistic,”  says Mike 
DeLost, vice-president o f UMWA Local 
1148 at Peabody Coal Co.’s Randolph prep­
aration plant in Marissa. “ We’re ready to go 
back on the picket line i f  we need to. The 
strike headquarters w ill still be staffed and 
we’re having our regular local meeting to­
morrow. We’ ll be staying close to the fax 
machine, so i f  anything happens we’ ll acti­
vate the phone tree or call a meeting.”  

Larry Bartram is a striking miner in West 
Virginia who has been fired for alleged strike 
misconduct. “ The picket lines are down,”  ex­
plained Bartram, who is vice-president o f Lo­
cal 5958 at Arch Mineral Corp.’s Ruffner 
mine in Logan County, “ but the picket shacks 
w ill not come down until we see the agree­
ment and vote on it. I f  the agreement is 
passed, then we’ll take them down.”

Once union and company negotiators 
reach a tentative agreement on contract lan­
guage, rights won previously by the union 
membership require a number o f steps be-

ture in the airline industry. In 1983 flight 
attendants agreed to the two-tier in exchange 
for a “ no furlough”  clause for “ A ”  scale 
attendants that was later lost.

The union says that real wages for flight 
attendants have declined 40 percent since 
then while their workload has dramatically 
increased.

In its effort to compete, American spent 
millions o f dollars buying more routes and 
planes while driving its workers to be more 
productive.

Nonetheless, American’s parent com­
pany, AMR, lost $935 m illion last year while 
the industry as a whole lost $10 billion over 
the last three years.

“ We have to deal with our costs and get 
revenues in balance,”  said American execu­
tive Bob Baker. “ I don’t know how many 
people w ill end up working for this com­
pany on the other side o f that process.”

The 1993 company contract proposal 
aimed to cut crew size, flight hours, and 
vacation time; install worker payments for 
medical coverage; tightly control job bid­
ding; and offer a minimal wage increase that 
would be erased by the other concessions 
and inflation.

The big-business media claimed that flight 
attendants earned $17 an hour. Strikers ex­
plained that they only get paid for time in the 
air. For every hour spent flying, an attendant 
w ill spend many hours between flights or 
stuck in hotel rooms far away from home.

New hires at American make $14,000 a 
year and the average pay is $23,000. This is 
equivalent to between $7 and $11 an hour 
for a 40-hour workweek.

Strikers answered questions about these is­
sues as thousands lined up at strike-breaking 
hiring halls set up by American. APFA mem­
bers vigilantly picketed at most o f these sites 
where the company says it interviewed 5,000 
potential replacement workers.

fore a contract is in place and miners return 
to work. Union negotiators w ill first explain 
the proposal to district officers, local officers 
w ill meet to discuss the proposal, and then 
each local w ill organize meetings where the 
rank and file are able to read and discuss the 
terms in detail. Forty-eight hours later, the 
membership w ill vote.

Miners throughout the coalfields are anx­
ious to see the terms o f an agreement.

“ Everyone was happy to hear that a set­
tlement might be near,”  said Doug Hitt, a 
member o f Local 2250 at Ziegler Holding 
Co.’s Old Ben no. 25 mine near Logan, 
Illinois. “ But we’re all a little skeptical. 
After this long on strike we don’t want any 
false hope. We want to see the contract. I 
don’t see us going back for anything less 
than what we had.”

A new contract w ill affect 48,000 miners 
who work for BCOA companies, and miners 
at several other companies that have signed 
“ me-too”  agreements pledging to be bound by 
any plan the union reaches with the BCOA.

The 1988 contract, which expired in Febru-

According to the union, 500 replacement 
workers flew during the strike, along with
2,000 supervisors and 1,000 flight atten­
dants who crossed picket lines, frequently 
in disguise.

In Miami, American brought in 750 flight 
attendants from South America to fly  both 
international and domestic routes during the 
strike. These workers are covered under 
separate labor contracts.

“ These attendants are members o f other 
unions in Lima, Bogota, Buenos Aires, and 
Santiago that support our strike, but the 
workers are being threatened with losing 
their jobs i f  they don’t fly,”  said Durkin.

The APFA strike has spurred a broad 
discussion among working people in this 
and other countries about the conditions 
faced by workers and the course needed to 
fight and win. This strike graphically 
demonstrates once again that it is the work­
ers who run the industries, not the bosses.

“ Whatever happens with binding arbitra­
tion,”  said a flight attendant in Chicago with 
13 years’ seniority, “ doesn’t detract from 
our victory. The arbitration is another fight 
at another table.”

Rick Walker, a TW U member at Ameri­
can Airlines who was a regular picket on 
the flight attendants’ line in Miami, said, 
“ While I am not a fan o f binding arbitration, 
I think the flight attendants w ill end up with 
a better contract than what they were facing 
before the strike. They showed that you’re 
always better o ff i f  you fight. Despite the 
odds their unity stopped American.”

“ Just tell them we stood up for our 
rights,”  stated one flight attendant.

Janet Post is a member o f IAM Local 368 
at United Airlines. Also contributing to this 
article were Cappy Kidd in Chicago; and 
Nancy Rosenstock and Elizabeth Stone, 
members o f the IAM  in New York City.

ary 1993, required BCOA companies to give 
union members three out o f every five jobs at 
all new mines opened by member companies.

In violation o f the contract, BCOA com­
panies have opened mines under different 
company names and have refused to offer 
jobs to UMWA members laid o ff from their 
other mines. This practice, known as “ dou­
ble breasting,”  is the main issue in the fight.

In a related development eight members 
o f UMW A Local 5958 pleaded innocent in 
federal court November 18 to frame-up 
charges that they conspired to attack a con­
voy o f cars with rocks, slingshots, firearms, 
and Molotov cocktails, k illing a contract 
worker.

David Marshall is a la id-off member o f 
International Association o f Machinists Lo­
cal 1345 in St. Louis. Mary Zins, a la id-off 
UMWA miner and member o f United Trans­
portation Union Local 1405 in St. Louis; 
Kathy Rettig in Morgantown, West Virginia; 
and Val Libby in Cincinnati also contributed 
to this article.

Striking coal miners remove pickets in 
tentative agreement with coal bosses

Militant/Yvonne Hayes
UMW A picket shack outside Arch Mineral’s mine in Yolyn, West Virginia, in May. Eight 
miners from the local pleaded innocent November 18 to frame-up charges.
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MILITANT LABOR FORUMS
FORGING A 
DEMOCRATIC, 
NONRAC1AL 
SOUTH AFRICA
London
Streakers: Mandla Langa. African National 
Congress: Donald Woods, author o f Biko. 
and Asking  fo r  Trouble, m ade ink) the 
film  Cry Freedom: Kumar Murshid. Chair. 
Tow er I lam lets Anti-Racist Com m ittee; 
Kevin Hussey, sacked TGWU shop 
stew ard. T ilbury Docks Dispute 
Com m ittee: G lenroy Watson. Anti- 
Apartheid M ovem ent; representative. 
Pathfinder Press. Sat., D ecem ber 1 1, 
2 :00  p .m . School o f Oriental an ti 
African Studies. University o f  London. 
Thom haugh Street. London.
Donation: £ 2 . Tel: 71-401-2409.

Celebrate the publication of 
Pathfinder’« new book

NELSON MANDELA
S P E A K S
Toronto
Speakers: Edw ard  Scott. Anglican 
archbishop; Jubti Dube, chief 
in form ation officer for the African 
National Congress tANC) in Canada: 
Duncan MacDonald. Ontario 
Federation o f Labour: Karen Kaija. 
ANC-Mandcla Support Coalition:
Nicholas Davis. Excalibur News/xiper.
York University: Carol Caron. Pathfinder 
Press Sat.. D ecem ber 4. 7 :30  p.m . 
Reception (>:3<) p .m . Priends House.
60  Low ther Ave. (2 b locks N. o f St.
George subway. Bedford exit).
Tel: (416) 533-4324.

Pacific Rim talks
Continued from front page
ging on for more than seven years.

“ We come here today hoping to drive 
down trade barriers,”  said Clinton at the 
APEC meeting. He warned that "the mes­
sage to Europe is we want this to be a united 
but open community and we want Europe 
to work with us to get a good GATT agree­
ment.”

U.S. trade representative Mickey Kantor 
was more blunt. “ We trust our partners in 
Geneva w ill take careful note”  o f the meet­
ing, he said.

Sharpening rivalries between the imperi­
alist powers characterize the trade discus­
sions. These conflicts are driven by falling 
profit rates amid a world depression.

The heads o f government from Australia, 
Brunei, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, 
South Korea, New Zealand, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and the United States, 
along with ministers from Hong Kong and 
Taiwan attended the APEC meeting.

Malaysian prime minister Mahathir 
Mohamad refused to come, charging that the 
purpose o f the meeting was to enable Wash­
ington to more easily push for an increased 
share o f the Asian market

The region accounts for 40 percent o f the 
world’s population and 50 percent o f its 
gross national product.

Clinton, who met with Chinese president 
Jiang Zemin during the summit, said China 
is “ playing a constructive regional and 
global leadership role while moving toward 
greater internal liberalization.”

While making noises about human rights 
violations in China, Washington’s main in­
terest lies in profit-taking from the rapid 
growth o f the Chinese economy —  which is 
expanding faster than any other in the world 
—  and retaining Beijing’s cooperation in 
U.S. assaults on working people around the 
globe.

China’s Stalinist rulers are moving full 
steam ahead to introduce capitalist market 
measures into the economy o f the Chinese 
workers’ state.

Washington is the recipient o f an esti­
mated one-quarter o f Chinese exports. A ir­
craft giant Boeing now does 14 percent of 
its business with China.

APEC trade and foreign ministers, meet­
ing November 19, said they would be w ill­
ing to reduce or eliminate certain tariffs as 
part o f an overall agreement on world trade. 
But they refused to commit to a course o f 
forming a free-trade area in the region.

Tokyo in particular, which faces continu­
ing pressure from Washington to open its 
market to autos, rice, and other goods, is op­
posed to such a course. Japanese capitalists 
already dominate much o f the region’s trade.

Nobuo Matsunaga, Tokyo’s special en­
voy at the talks, said, “ I f  Mr. Clinton tries 
to rush us, he w ill fail, and the whole idea 
w ill fail as well.”

G A TT rift
Following the APEC summit, talks began 

in Washington between Kantor and Leon 
Brittan, chief negotiator for the governments 
grouped in the European Community (EC).

Brittan had warned prior to the APEC 
talks that any agreement between Tokyo and 
Washington that sought to increase the mar­
ket share o f foreign companies in Japan 
“ could only be at the expense o f the [Eu­
ropean] Community.”

Paris has set a recalcitrant tone on U.S. 
demands for a trade settlement. “ I f  we want 
to have a GATT accord by December 15, the 
United States must negotiate,”  said Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppé November 5. “ I f  there 
are no concessions, we w ill not sign.”

Paris has threatened to veto an agreement 
on agricultural trade —  known as the Blair 
House accord —  that would sharply cut ag­
ricultural exports from countries in Europe 
and result in growing U.S. exports to the 
region. The French government’s move in 
effect would torpedo the GATT talks.

According to the November 22 Financial 
Times, French president François Mitterand 
“ deliver[ed] a stinging attack on what he 
said were bullying U.S. tactics following the 
Nafta accord.”

The Wall Street Journal blasted Paris’s re­
luctance to give up a hunk o f its agricultural 
profits in an October 29 editorial, written in 
the midst o f a strike by A ir France workers. 
“ The larger issue here,”  stated the Journal ed­
itors, “ is whether France is going to enter the 
21 st century with a flexible economy, or with 
one in which mobs hold veto power over eco­
nomic and business decisions.

CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles
NAFTA: Victory or Defeat for Working Peo­
ple? Speaker: Ken Riley, Socialist Workers Party, 
member. International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union Local 44. Sat., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. 2546 W. 
Pico Blvd. Donation: $4; low income $2. Tel:
(213) 380-9460.

ILLINOIS
Chicago
Cuba: Why Washington’s ‘Cold W ar’ against 
Cuba Doesn’t End. Speaker: Sara Lobman. M il­
itant staff writer. Sat., Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m. 545 W. 
Roosevelt Rd. Donation: $6: students and unem­
ployed $3. Translation into Spanish. Tel: (312) 
829-6815 or 829-7018.

NEW YORK
Brooklyn
Employer Takebacks and Union Busting. . .  
How Workers Are Fighting Back. Panel o f 
unionists involved in labor struggles. Sat.. Dec.
4, 7:30 p.m. 59 Fourth Ave. (Comer o f Bergen, 
near Atlantic and Pacific subway stations). Do­
nation: $4. Tel: (718) 399-7257.
M anhattan
Stop the Frame-up in the World Trade 
Center Trial! Speaker: Nels J ’Anthony, So­
cialist Workers Party. Sat., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. 
214-16 Avenue A. Donation: $4. Tel: (212) 
388-9346.

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro
Economic Crisis, NAFTA, and the Fight for 
Jobs. Speaker: Doug Jenness, former M ilitan t 
editor and longtime leader o f the Socialist 
Workers Party. Sat., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. 2000-C
5. Elm-Eugene St. Donation: $5. Tel: (919) 
272-5996.
Class: Marxism and the Fight to Protect 
the Environment. Sun., Dec. 5, 10 a.m. 
2000-C South Elm-Eugene St. Donation: $3. 
For more information and rides call (919) 
272-5996.

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia
The Right to Choose an Abortion: The Attacks 
Continue. Speakers: Cherry Anderson, coordi-

Continued from front page
Any party winning 5 percent o f the popular 
vote is entitled to a cabinet post.

This agreement came out o f two years of 
negotiations. Under the impact o f a mass ac­
tion campaign led by the African National 
Congress (ANC), the National Party-led gov­
ernment was forced to agree to concessions 
on a number o f important issues. South A fri­
can president F.W. de Klerk, for example, 
wanted to make the post of president more of 
a figurehead position. He demanded that the 
governing cabinet be required to reach two- 
thirds majorities on major decisions.

He finally had to accede to the position 
put forward by ANC president Nelson 
Mandela that the country’s president w ill 
seek consensus in making decisions “ in the 
spirit o f national unity."

The new interim constitution must be

Where to find Pathfinder books and 
distributors of the M ilitant, Perspectiva 
M ondial, New International, Nouvelle In ­
ternationale, and Nueva Internacional.
UNITED STATES

A LA B A M A : Birmingham: 111 21st St. 
South. Zip: 35233. Tel: (205) 323-3079.

C A LIF O R N IA : Los Angeles: 2546 W. Pico 
Blvd. Zip: 90006. Tel: (213) 380-9460, 380- 
9640. San Francisco: 3284 23rd St. Zip: 94110. 
Tel: (415) 282-6255.

C O NN ECTIC UT: New Haven: Mailing ad­
dress: P.O. Box 16751, Baybrook Station, West 
Haven. Zip: 06516. Tel: (203) 688-5418.

FLO R ID A : Miami: 137 N.E. 54th St. Zip: 
33137. Tel: (305)756-1020.

G EO R G IA: Atlanta: 172 Trin ity Ave. Zip: 
30303. Tel: (404) 577-4065.

IL L IN O IS : Chicago: 545 W. Roosevelt Rd. 
Zip: 60607. Tel: (312) 829-6815, 829-7018.

IOW A: Des Moines: 2105 Forest Ave. Zip: 
50311. Tel: (515) 246-8249.

M A R Y LA N D : Baltimore: 2905 Green- 
mount Ave. Zip: 21218. Tel: (410) 235-0013.

M ASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 780 Tremont 
St. Zip: 02118. Tel: (617) 247-6772.

M IC H IG A N : Detroit: 7414 Woodward Ave. 
Zip: 48202. Tel: (313) 875-0100.

M INNESO TA: Twin Cities: 508 N. Snelling 
Ave., St. Paul. Zip: 55104. Tel: (612) 644-6325.

M ISSO U RI: St. Louis: 1622 S. Broadway. 
Zip: 63104. Tel: (314) 421-3808.

N EW  JERSEY: Newark: 141 Halsey. Mail-

nator. Pro-Choice Task Force o f Swarthmore 
College; Kevin McGuire, clinic escort coordina­
tor. Elizabeth Blackwell C linic; Deborah Liatos, 
Socialist Workers Party, defended clinic during 
Operation Rescue attacks. Sat., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. 
1906 South St. (comer o f 19th and South Sts.) 
Donation $3. Tel: (215) 546-8218.

TEXAS
Houston
Defending Cuba Today. Speaker: Joanne 
Kuniansky, Socialist Workers Party National 
Committee, member. O il, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers. Sat.. Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. 6969 G ulf Free­
way #250 (in the Woodridge Plaza-Woodridge 
ex ito f 1-45 so.) Donation: S5. Tel: (713)644-9066.

UTAH 
Salt Lake C ity
The TYuth about Clinton's Heath Security Act
Speaker: Susie Beck, Socialist Workers Party. 
Sat., Dec. 4, 7 p.m. 147 E. 900 S. Donation: S3; 
unemployed $1. Tel: (801) 355-1124.

ratified by South A frica ’s white-minority 
parliament, which convened November 22 
to discuss the document. After approval, 
the multiracial Transitional Executive 
Council w ill assume its powers to oversee 
governance o f the country until the April 
election.

“ One looks forward to this with excite­
ment,”  said Cyril Ramaphosa, secretary- 
general o f the ANC. “ We have done the 
negotiations successfully and we w ill also 
start preparing for our entry into Parlia­
ment with the same type o f vigor and 
determination we displayed in the negoti­
ations.”

The Freedom Alliance, which includes 
the Inkatha Freedom Party and the white 
separatist Conservative Party and Afrikaner 
People’s Front (AVF), opposes the interim 
constitution. Inkatha leader Mangosuthu

ing address: 1188 Raymond Blvd., Suite 222. 
Zip: 07102. Tel: (201)643-3341.

NEW  YO RK: Brooklyn: 59 4th Avenue (cor­
ner o f Bergen) Zip: 11217 Tel: (718) 399-7257; 
New York: 214-16 Avenue A. M ailing address: 
P.O. Box 2652. Zip: 10009. Tel: (212) 388-9346; 
167 Charles St. Zip: 10014. Tel: (212) 366-1973.

N O RTH C A R O LIN A : Greensboro: 2000-C 
S. Elm-Eugene St. Z ip 27406. Tel: (919) 272- 
5996.

O H IO : Cincinnati: P.O. Box 19484. Zip: 
45219. Tel: (513) 221 -2691. Cleveland: 1863 W. 
25th St. Zip: 44113. Tel: (216) 861-6150.

O REGON: Portland: 2310 NE 8th #1. Zip: 
97212. Tel: (503) 288-0466.

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 1906
South St. Zip: 19146. Tel: (215) 546-8218. Pitts­
burgh: 4905 Penn Ave. Z ip 15224. Tel: (412) 
362-6767.

TEXAS: Houston: 6969 G ulf Freeway, Suite 
250. Zip: 77087. Tel. (713) 644-9066.

UTAH: Salt Lake City: 147 E. 900 S. Zip: 
841I I .  Tel: (801) 355-1124.

W ASHING TON, D.C.: 523 8th St. SE. Zip: 
20003. Tel: (202) 547-7557.

W ASHINGTON: Seattle: 1405 E. Madison. 
Zip: 98122. Tel: (206) 323-1755.

W EST V IR G IN IA : Morgantown: 242 Wal­
nut. Mailing address: P.O. Box 203. Zip: 26507. 
Tel: (304) 296-0055.

AUSTRALIA
Sydney: 19 Terry St., Surry H ills 2010. M ail­

ing address: P.O. Box K879, Haymarket, NSW

WASHINGTON
Seattle
Iran, Azerbaijan, and the Central Asian Re­
publics. Educational Conference. Celebrate the 
publication o f To See the Dawn: Baku. 1920 —  
F irst Congress o f the Peoples o f  the East. 
Speaker: Ma’mud Shirvani, coauthor o f the in­
troduction to the Pathfinder book To See the 
Dawn. 1405 E. Madison. Donation for the con­
ference: $10. Tel: (206) 323-1755.
Forum and Slideshow. Sat., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. 
Classes: Baku Congress. Sat., Dec. 4, 3 p.m. 
Politics Today in Iran. Sun., Dec. 5. 11 a.m. 
1405 E. Madison. (206) 323-1755.

•
BRITAIN
Manchester
The Budget: How Should Workers Respond?
Sat.. Dec. 4. 6 p.m. Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Dona­
tion: £1. Tel: 061-839 1766.
Hands O ff Korea! Stop U.S. W ar Moves 
against North Korea! Sat., Dec. 11,6 p.m. 
Unit 4, 60 Shudehill. Donation: £1. Tel: 061- 
839 1766.

Buthelezi vowed to fight against this agree­
ment “ every inch o f the way.”

Mandela concluded a successful 10-day 
campaign swing through Natal province 
November 21, an area Buthelezi has long 
considered his power base. Addressing
7,000 people attending the first ANC rally 
to be held in the town o f Esikahwini since 
1989, Mandela blasted political violence. 
“ The killings o f people have been because 
. . .  surrogate leaders were actually think­
ing that i f  people were killed, beaten, and 
intimidated, you would run away from the 
ANC,”  he stated. “ Instead, you are coming 
to the ANC.”

Mandela also urged Inkatha to rejoin the 
negotiations and participate in the elections. 
“ There is no excuse whatsoever that [In­
katha] should stay out o f multiparty talks 
forever,”  he stated.
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GREAT SOCIETY
They have a chapter in Waco?

—  A tt’y Gen. Janet Reno was 
among those tapped by “ Sara Lee,”  
the cheesecake folk, as a female

Harry 
Ring

“ front-runner”  o f the year. A cash 
donation went to an organization of 
her choice —  the Children’s De­
fense Fund.

The chickens come home —
“ In reality, while TB was virtually 
eliminated in industrialized coun­
tries, nothing changed in the de­

veloping world. Tens o f millions 
o f people have been dying from 
TB for decades. Each year it kills 
more than 3 m illion people ..  . 
more than all the adult deaths from 
all other infectious diseases com­
bined, including AIDS.”  —  The 
World Health Organization ex­
plaining the reescalating incidence 
o f tuberculosis in industrialized 
countries.

Buttin’ heads with the guv —
Gov. Terry Branstad o f Iowa invest­
ed $28 in a device to block the 
family TV from receiving M TV ca­
ble. TTiat's so his son, nine, w ill stop 
watching Beavis and Butt-head. 
which features two teenage under­
achievers. The action was taken to 
shield the governor’s son from 
“ wrong values.”

Bench vacancy coming up? —
In Puerto Rico, a San Juan judge 
rejected a motion to reconsider the 
$250 fine imposed on Col. Lucinio 
Ramirez, director o f the Police 
Traffic Bureau. The colonel had 
parked his car in a spot reserved for 
the handicapped.

That was his bonus —  The U.S. 
drug agent who illegally arrested 
Panama's Manuel Noriega was sus­
pended, with pay, during a probe 
into reports that he stashed hundreds 
o f thousands of dollars from under­
cover operations in safe deposit box­
es he controls. That’s according to 
the Drug Enforcement Agency’s 
Florida director, Tom Cash.

‘Peace dividend’ —  British 
Aerospace is eliminating 630 plane

manufacturing jobs because o f a 
drop in military orders, and 382 
more at an ordnance subsidiary. The 
company threatened to shut down 
some plants unless the British gov­
ernment stops stalling on ammuni­
tion orders.

Better keep their phone num­
bers —  Citing a drop in the number 
o f bank failures and an asserted 
improving health o f the banking 
system, the Federal Deposit Insur­
ance Corp. said that over the next 
two years, it w ill be laying o ff 3.300 
temporary workers who had been 
hired to help dispose o f the assets 
o f busted banks.

That’s important imagewise
—  David Paul, head o f the busted 
CenTrust thrift is being tried in M i­

ami for using $3.2 m illion o f com­
pany cash to dress up his home, his 
vacation home, and his yacht. But 
the feds had no quarrel with the 
$$$$ spent to touch up his office 
suite with a Rubens painting, ma­
hogany flooring, and gold-plated 
toilet fixtures.

Cheap thrill —  From Gump’s, 
the stylish San Francisco depart­
ment store. A  velvet cushion 
adorned with faux $100 bills and 
real pennies, nickels, and dimes. 
Only $110.

Thought for the week —  “I
earned it." —  Oliver North on the 
$2 million he’s scooped up from 
lectures and books since the expo­
sure o f his role in the Iran-Contra 
caper.

Hundreds in Canada protest racist gov’t report
BY JOHN STEELE

TORONTO —  More than 500 people 
took to the streets here November 13 to 
protest a racist report on immigration pre­
sented to the Ontario legislature. The report, 
introduced by Liberal Party leader Lyn 
McLeod October 28, brands the 60,000 in­
dividuals from Somalia who are now living 
in Canada as criminals who rip o ff the wel­
fare system to buy arms for various clan 
factions in Somalia.

Chanting “ Stop the racist attacks now”  
and “ Down with the racist immigration 
policies,”  the demonstrators —  most of 
whom were immigrants and refugees from 
Somalia —  demanded an inquiry into the 
origin o f the report and called for 
McLeod’s resignation.

The demonstration was organized by the 
Somali Committee for Racial Justice, the 
Coalition for a Just Refugee and Immigra­
tion Policy, the Ontario Coalition Against 
Poverty, and the Toronto Coalition Against 
Racism. It was endorsed by nearly 40 other 
organizations.

“ I am very angry,”  said one worker from 
Somalia. “ We w ill continue to protest.”

“ McLeod is scapegoating Somalis,”  said 
Ahmed Hussein, a refugee who is an unem­
ployed environmental engineer. “ When the 
politicians can’t solve economic problems 
they use scapegoating.”

“ I am here because we have a common 
enemy —  racism,”  said an unemployed Ta­
mil refugee from Sri Lanka. “ We have to 
fight together with the Somali community.”

Vicious racist attack
McLeod’s report was based on a 43-page 

federal document that revealed a massive 
spying operation conducted against refu­
gees from Somalia that began in July 1992.

“ The Somali refugee movement is an or­
ganized movement that is clan driven and 
financially motivated,”  the federal report 
states. “ It is international in nature and it is, 
in spite o f what anyone else may say, organ­
ized crim e.. . .

“ It involves a conspiracy, on the part of 
the clans, to defraud the Canadian people by 
taking advantage o f the welfare system. It 
is a systematic and deliberate pillaging o f 
our social net.

“ The Somali people are . . .  opportunists 
whose use o f confusion and misrepresenta­
tion are unparalleled except by the gypsies 
o f eastern and western Europe,”  the docu­
ment continues.

“ In dealing with these people I have come 
to understand that our western and primarily 
Christian-based way o f life has little mean­
ing or relevance to these people.”

The report calls for a two- to four-year 
combined operation by the immigration 
cops. Royal Canadian Mounted Police, so­
cial service agencies, and provincial cops 
against individuals from Somalia who are 
claiming refugee status. It also recom­
mends that all refugee claimants be pho­
tographed and fingerprinted and that all 
Somali passports be declared invalid at Ca­
nadian borders.

‘Not supported by the facts’
The day before the demonstration, newly 

appointed federal immigration minister 
Sergio Marchi released a statement distanc­
ing himself and the Liberal government 
from the report.

“ The conclusions [in the report] are not

supported by the facts and are essentially 
speculative,”  said Marchi. “ Moreover, the 
report in question has not and w ill not be 
used in any way by the [immigration] de­
partment. Canadians should know that the 
report neither reflects my views nor those 
o f the department.”

Marchi said the report contained mistakes 
and “ represents only the opinion o f the au­
thor.”  He said future reports would “ im­
prove”  but the immigration department 
would continue its investigations into al­
leged welfare fraud by refugees.

Ogony Adongo, speaking at the rally for 
the Toronto Coalition Against Racism, 
called the report hate propaganda. “ It ’s a lie 
to say the report w ill not be used,”  Adongo 
said. “ It has already been used. And i t ’s a 
lie to say i t ’s the work o f one individual. The 
government is just trying to save face.”

“ Enough is enough!”  said Zeinab Adan 
from a coalition o f Somali-Canadian orga­
nizations in Ottawa-Carlton. Adan de­
manded that the media end its biased 
reporting against immigrants from Soma­
lia. “ We are here to stay,”  she said. “ We 
are part o f the Canadian mosaic.”  Speaking 
in French, Adan appealed for support from 
Québécois and francophones outside o f 
Quebec.

Other speakers included spokespeople 
from the Ontario Coalition Against Pover­
ty and the Kenya Human Rights Commit­
tee.

Dixon Road struggle
The government’s anti-immigrant stance 

gives confidence to other racist forces. For 
several years residents at a Dixon Road 
condominium and rental complex in the 
Toronto suburb o f Etobicoke have been 
struggling against racist harassment by se­
curity guards hired by the landlords. The 
guards are armed with clubs, handcuffs, 
pepper spray, walkie-talkies, and attack 
dogs. The majority o f the residents are from 
Somalia.

A struggle exploded into the streets in 
July after Maryam Abdi, a 27-year-old 
woman from Somalia, was bitten by one 
o f the attack dogs. She was a bystander 
during a confrontation between residents 
and security guards over a parking ticket. 
Tenants quickly erected barricades on D ix­
on Road.

During the confrontation 18-year-old 
Adam Musse was arrested for supposedly 
threatening a guard with a pop bottle. “ I 
saw the guard take the bottle out o f a gar­
bage can,”  said Musse. “ They try to pro­
voke us.”  Musse had to appear in court 
three times before the charges were finally 
dropped.

Gaid Musse, a leader o f a committee 
formed at the Dixon Road apartments, ex­
plained that the landlords have deliberately 
whipped up hostility between the mostly 
white condominium owners and the Somali 
residents, most o f whom rent their homes.

“ The owners publish a newsletter saying 
that the Somalis defecate and urinate in the 
halls and are dirty,”  Musse said. “ They say 
the condominium property values are falling 
because o f the Somalis.”

Musse explained how the police are rou­
tinely called by the guards to harass Somali 
youth. “ The police come and ask, ‘Who is 
the troublemaker here?’ The guards point to 
someone and the cops arrest them.”

As a result o f the July 30 protest, the

Etobicoke City Council carried out an inves­
tigation. None o f the slanders made by the 
owners o f the complex were substantiated, 
said Musse. “ but nothing has been resolved. 
The young people are still unemployed and
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Massive strike actions by Italian workers 
coupled with militant student struggles 
brought the downfall o f the Christian Dem­
ocratic government o f President Giovanni 
Leone.

On Nov. 14 the country was shut down 
by a general strike involving 12 m illion  
workers demanding major reforms o f the 
country’s social-security program. Five 
days later the government was hit by a 
strike o f a m illion  public employees. 
And, to add to the explosive quality o f 
these events, thousands o f students, en­
gaged in a struggle for university and 
high-school reform, joined the workers’ 
movement.

A thousand high-school students marched 
in Venice asking for more classrooms and 
more teachers. Similar demonstrations took 
place in Florence and Rome.

The student protests mushroomed into a 
national movement Nov. 12, when tens of 
thousands demonstrated across Italy for a 
voice in school administration and better 
facilities.

The strikes continued and deepened as 
they entered their second day. Thousands o f 
high-school students demonstrated in the 
streets o f Rome Nov. 13. Leaders o f the 
“ Student Movement”  in Florence declared 
their support for the workers' general strike. 
Their statement said, “ The battles that work­
ers carry forward against the exploitation of 
one class by another are the same battles that 
the students carry on against the class 
schools.”

we don’t have the services that we need.”

John Steele is a member o f International As­
sociation o f Machinists Local 2113 at Ford 
Electronics.
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December 4, 1943
Shocking reports have come in recent 

months from India o f m illions suffering 
death from sheer starvation. In the streets 
o f Calcutta, in the industrial province o f 
Bengal, lie hundreds o f thousands o f 
homeless men, women, and children, 
bodies weakened and shrunken by star­
vation, grovelling in the gutter for bits o f 
garbage, waiting fo r death to overtake 
them.

The estimated death toll in the single 
province o f Bengal, where the suffering has 
been most acute, is 2,000 a week, according 
to the official British government figures. 
But the estimate o f Indians travelling in the 
country, eye-witnesses to the ravages o f the 
worst famine in 70 years, is —  50,000 
deaths weekly.

The responsibility for the terrible plight 
o f this vast mass o f Indian people rests with 
British imperialism. For 150 years the Brit­
ish rulers have been siphoning o ff the profits 
from the natural resources and labor o f In­
dia. Their unquenchable thirst for greater 
and greater wealth is one o f the direct causes 
o f the Indian famine.

Winston Churchill, the outspoken ruthless 
guardian o f British imperialist interests, 
voiced the attitude o f the British ruling class 
toward India in a speech delivered Dec. 12, 
1930:

“ We have no intention o f casting away 
that most truly bright and precious jewel in 
the crown o f the King, which more than all 
our other Dominions and Dependencies 
constitutes the glory and strength o f the 
British Empire.”

-  25 AND 50 YEARS AGO

M ilitant/Heidi Rose
Report attacks Somali people as “opportunists” guilty of “systematic and deliberate 
pillaging” of social resources in Canada. Above: 500 join November 13 march.
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Flight attendants set example

Support ANC campaign

Build Friendshipment to Cuba

The U.S. government is bound to protect the interests 
o f capital. The prospect o f hundreds o f thousands o f 
travelers being stuck on the busiest travel day o f the year 
didn't sit well. Especially when the bosses at American 
were hemorrhaging more than $10 million a day.

In addition, the administration was confronted with an 
unpredictable situation. Given the strike’s success, and the 
active support for the flight attendants by many pilots, 
mechanics, ramp workers, and cleaners, the possibility of 
the pilots’ union and Transport Workers Union deciding to 
honor picket lines remained a viable one.

The APFA strike faced steep challenges. The officials of 
the pilots’ union and Transport Workers Union told their 
members to keep working. American, driven by falling 
profit rates and competition, is on a campaign to radically re­
structure its operation. The overall state o f the labor move­
ment is weak. Top union officials routinely offer up conces­
sions, arguing this is necessary to save “ our”  companies.

The conditions the attendants go back with are far from 
ideal. They are working under an imposed contract and 
face binding arbitration.

But the flight attendants’ five-day strike set an exam­
ple for the entire labor movement, inspiring other airline 
workers in particular. At United Airlines, where the 
bosses are also driving for concessions, workers are set­
ting up informational pickets and taking other actions to 
oppose the company assault.

The flight attendants at American showed the world that 
when working people are under attack, the only course to 
take is to stand together and fight.

one united country, free for all those who live there, not 
an assemblage o f racial homelands. The interim constitu­
tion sounds the death knell for these creatures o f apartheid.

While the interim constitution lays the basis for the first 
democratic, nonracial elections in South Africa’s history 
five months from now, it does not mean the end o f the 
fight to rid the country o f the legacy o f apartheid.

As ANC president Nelson Mandela has pointed out 
many times, much remains to be done. The government 
elected in April 1994 “ w ill face tremendous challenges,”  
he explained earlier this year. “ We want to build a nation 
free from hunger, disease, and poverty; free from igno­
rance, homelessness, and humiliation; a country in which 
there is peace, security, and jobs,”  Mandela explained.

Working people in South Africa deserve support in their 
fight to accomplish these goals.

The labor movement should mobilize support for the 
AN C ’s election campaign. Unionists, students, and others 
can raise money, recruit international volunteers to help 
with voter education and campaigning in South Africa, 
and, most importantly, explain the revolutionary course of 
Mandela’s leadership in order to win millions to stand with 
the ANC in confronting the big challenges they w ill face 
after the elections.

The five-day strike by thousands o f flight attendants at 
American Airlines was a good example o f workers using 
their union power. Through united action, members o f the 
Association o f Professional Flight Attendants (APFA) suc­
ceeded in crippling the largest domestic carrier in the 
United States. Flight attendants were justly proud over 
their ability to shut down American. The wealthy owners 
o f the airline were surprised. They were caught completely 
unprepared for the strike’s impact. Four days into the strike, 
the best American management could say was that it hoped 
to have 37 percent o f its planes in the air.

M illions o f working people nationwide watched and 
were inspired by this fight. Spirited, chanting picket lines 
drew hundreds o f strikers each day at major hub airports. 
Other unionists, from fellow airline workers to health-care 
workers, came out to reinforce the lines.

Flight attendants, by an overwhelming majority, stayed 
out solid, with only 5 percent crossing the line.

APFA members patiently explained their fight and the 
issues in the strike. The result was that many ticket holders 
directed their anger toward management, not the strikers.

The Clinton administration was forced to step in because 
o f the strength o f the strike. The U.S. president is no ally 
o f the working class. He demonstrated this when he ap­
proved the Federal Aviation Administration’s proposal, at 
American’s request, to shorten the required training time 
for scabs from six weeks to 10 days.

The strike was an example for workers nationwide. It 
runs counter to the line o f “ labor-management coopera­
tion”  that employers push and top union officials echo.

The interim constitution approved November 18 in 
South Africa advances the campaign to overthrow the 
white-minority regime and sweep away the last remnants 
o f apartheid once and for all. It brings the goal o f a 
democratic, nonracial republic a step closer to realization.

Now is the time to jo in  ranks with the African National 
Congress (ANC) and step up efforts to ensure a sweeping 
ANC victory in the upcoming elections in April.

Some o f the rights and freedoms outlined in the interim 
constitution seem simple —  the right to move freely 
throughout the country, the right to live anywhere, and 
prohibitions against torture, forced labor, and detention 
without trial. But apartheid was rooted in the systematic 
denial o f these and other basic democratic rights for the 
vast majority o f the population in South Africa.

Apartheid was more than just racism. It meant the 
wholesale dispossession o f Blacks, Indians, and Col­
oureds. Barred from voting or owning land, m illions o f 
Black South Africans were compelled by law to live in the 
Bantustans, so-called homelands that are allotted the worst 
13 percent o f the country’s soil. Four o f them were declared 
independent countries by Pretoria, although no other gov­
ernment in the world has ever recognized them.

The ANC has always insisted that South Africa must be

Youth and working people in the United States, Canada, 
and other countries should jo in  efforts to build the next 
Friendshipment solidarity caravan to Cuba. This is an 
important opportunity to broaden public opposition to the 
U.S. policy o f aggression against the Caribbean country.

For more than 30 years, Cuba has been the target o f an 
unremitting effort by the government o f the United States 
to rid the Americas o f the revolutionary regime that came 
to power in January 1959.

“ We w ill continue our diplomatic, political, and eco­
nomic isolation o f the Cuban government and maintain our 
economic embargo,”  Assistant Secretary o f State for Inter- 
American Affairs Alexander Watson told the congressional 
Committee on Foreign Affairs November 12.

The State Department expects that the U.S. squeeze on 
Havana at a time o f severe economic difficulties and 
growing social tensions w ill bring down President Fidel 
Castro’s government.

But the Cuban revolution is alive. In defense o f this 
revolution, working people there are still defying Wash­
ington’s attempts to force them to cry “ uncle.”

This is the reason why U.S. president Clinton won’t let 
up the pressure. As long as the Cuban revolution exists, 
the White House won’t normalize diplomatic relations or 
develop trade links with Cuba —  as it is doing with China 
or Vietnam, where Stalinist regimes have driven working 
people out o f politics and are implementing wholesale 
capitalist market reforms. Working people the world over 
should take pride in Washington’s hatred o f Cuba.

Cuban workers and farmers are confronted with severe 
food shortages and other social and economic problems. 
They need time to solve these problems themselves. Inter­
national solidarity and material aid, along with revolution­

ary developments in other parts o f the world, are essential 
in extending the space working people in Cuba have to 
confront the challenges facing the revolution.

The best opportunity to draw fresh forces into the fight 
against the U.S. embargo and undemocratic travel restric­
tions is the upcoming U-S.-Cuba Friendshipment caravan. 
Drivers from Canada and the United States w ill travel 
through more than 100 U.S. cities, transporting hundreds 
o f tons o f much-needed material aid to Cuba by mid- 
March. Dozens o f additional volunteers w ill jo in the car­
avan as it makes its way through Mexico.

Hundreds can be won to be drivers on the caravan. In 
addition, thousands can take part in the campaign to collect 
material aid and organize programs to discuss why work­
ing people should stand up to Washington’s policy.

But it w ill take hard work. Now is the time for opponents 
o f the U.S. embargo and travel ban to step up efforts to 
build the Friendshipment. A ll opponents o f U.S. policy 
against Cuba can speak at campuses, union meetings, 
community events, house gatherings, churches, and else­
where to recruit drivers, raise humanitarian aid, and con­
vince others to become involved.

Bookstore and grocery store owners, independent truck­
ers, fishermen, and others should be asked to provide 
drop-off locations for aid or to use their rigs for transpor­
tation. Rank-and-file workers can organize to make their 
union halls available as well. Hundreds o f students, factory 
workers, family farmers, and others can be won to this 
political perspective o f solidarity with fellow fighters —-

Now is the time to build coalitions to coordinate the 
caravan campaign in every city where they don’t exist and 
work to broaden solidarity committees that are already 
functioning.

Do sanctions help 
advance workers’ 
struggle in Haiti?

Should working people support economic sanctions 
against Haiti as part o f the struggle against the military 
dictatorship there? Or is the embargo today simply a form 
o f imperialist intervention that should be opposed? So asks 
reader Rollande Girard in a letter printed on the facing 
page. She points to an important question that workers and 
farmers in Haiti, exiles living in the United States, and 
others who support the struggle against the military regime 
there are grappling with.

Economic sanctions are not an abstract principle. 
Whether workers should support them depends on the 
specific situation, the class forces involved, who is calling 
for them, and why. And the answers to these questions 
don’t always remain the same.

DISCUSSION WITH 
OUR READERS

At the heart o f the issue is the question o f what force is 
capable o f getting rid o f military rule in Haiti and reopen­
ing space for the Haitian toilers to discuss, debate, and 
organize politically to advance their interests. With the 
struggle in Haiti currently at an ebb, some activists are 
looking to the Clinton administration —  or to the govern­
ments o f Canada or other Caribbean countries —  to inter­
vene in the situation. Ousted Haitian president Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide has called for maintaining the sanctions 
and said he would welcome U.S. m ilitary intervention. But 
this is no way forward.

The U.S. rulers have a long history o f intervening in 
Haiti, which included occupying the country from 1915 to 
1934. Their goal has always been the same: to shore up 
imperialist domination and exploitation o f the island.

Today U.S. warships patrol the waters surrounding Haiti, 
supposedly to press for the restoration o f democracy. But 
their main activity has been to continue the criminal U.S. 
policy o f seizing refugees fleeing Haiti and forcibly return­
ing them into the hands o f the military government.

I t ’s worth looking at the discussion that took place in the 
Militant two years ago around the question o f calling for an 
embargo o f Haiti.

In the weeks following the September 1991 coup against 
Aristide, the M ilitant distanced itself from those calling for 
sanctions. It recognized that it is extremely unusual for the 
workers’ movement to back any sort o f sanctions by an 
imperialist power against a semicolonial country, no matter 
how repressive the government there.

The capitalist rulers in Washington and elsewhere use 
economic pressures, along with threats o f intervention and 
actual military actions, in an effort to force governments 
around the world to back U.S. foreign policy objectives. 
The most glaring example in recent years is the embargo 
that preceded the U.S.-led assault on Baghdad, which 
continues to strangle working people in Iraq to this day.

That’s how imperialism uses economic sanctions —  as 
a club against working people.

In the months after the coup, however, workers and 
farmers in Haiti and many Haitians living in the United 
States mounted an intense struggle demanding the return 
o f Aristide, who had been elected by a large majority 
following years o f mass struggle against successive m ili­
tary regimes. As part o f the resistance to the coup, many 
Haitian workers put forward the demand for economic 
sanctions as a weapon that could strengthen the struggle.

Exactly two years ago the M ilitant in this column urged 
support for the economic sanctions. The paper explained that 
“ unlike Iraq, where sanctions were an important part o f the 
imperialist drive to waragainst the people o f that country, the 
demand for an embargo comes from Haitian working people 
themselves.”  This support for economic sanctions was al­
ways tied to the fight o f the Haitian toilers, not to any idea 
that sanctions alone could restore democracy.

Today a qualitatively different situation exists in Haiti 
than in 1991. As Girard points out, there are no mass 
mobilizations taking place that would be advanced in some 
way by an embargo. There is no leadership, either in Haiti 
or in exile, that is pointing toward such a mobilization o f 
Haitian working people.

In this context, the demand for sanctions becomes a call 
for imperialist intervention, not a contribution to the fight 
o f the Haitian masses.

The contrast is particularly clear i f  you look at the world­
wide movement to isolate and weaken the apartheid regime 
in South Africa through economic sanctions. That fight was 
advanced every step o f the way by the revolutionary leader­
ship o f the African National Congress as a supplement to —  
not a substitute for —  a mass struggle o f South African 
working people in their millions. It is this mass movement 
above all, reinforced by solidarity from workers and demo­
cratic-minded people around the world, that is winning the 
fight to create a nonracial, democratic society there.

What working people in Haiti need today is space to 
organize and develop a leadership that can chart a course 
forward in the struggle against the m ilitary regime and 
against imperialist exploitation.

The economic embargo does nothing to accomplish this. 
Instead, working people in the United States and elsewhere 
should demand: U.S. hands o ff Haiti! Open the borders to 
Haitian refugees! —  N A O M I CRAINE
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Soda ash miners in Wyoming win strike victory

Militant/Martha Pettit
Some 600 textile workers and their supporters marched in Paterson, New Jersey, 
November 22 to win support for their strike. Members of the Amalgamated 
Clothing and Textile Workers Union won a victory in their fight November 16 
when truck drivers refused to pick up work made at struck plants.

Some 480 soda ash miners 
fought o ff a union-busting probe 
by General Chemical Co. at its 
southwest Wyoming mine. During 
the course o f their four-month 
strike, members o f United Steel­
workers o f America (USWA) Lo­
cal 15320 stood up to cop 
harassment and arrests; company 
firings o f 34 strikers for so-called 
strike misconduct; threats, includ­
ing the use o f firearms by compa­

ny scabs; violence-baiting in the 
local newspaper (The Rocket M in­
er), and Salt Lake City TV News; 
and provocations by federal au­
thorities.

On November 15 the Steelwork­
ers ratified a contract maintaining 
current medical and retirement ben­
efits, the addition o f a $20 a month 
transportation allowance, and pay 
raises o f 7 percent, 3 percent, and 
2 percent over the three-year con­
tract.

The company agreed to reinstate 
the 34 strikers after a one-month 
suspension in exchange for the 
union dropping outstanding griev­
ances. Reinstated workers w ill not 
face probation or future discipline.

Company firings emerged as the 
most important issue in the strike. 
“ Either we all go back or none o f us 
go back,”  was the way Dave Welch, 
one o f the strikers, summarized the 
miners' view o f this issue.

Not one o f the 460 union members 
crossed the picket line, and most ac­
tively participated in the strike. Fre­
quent mass pickets helped maintain 
high morale and good communica­
tion. Widespread support for the 
union was demonstrated at a commu­
nity rally o f 300, a picket line rally of 
250. and a “ stand-in”  o f 150.

“ It took us a while, but we finally 
whipped them,”  said striker Cecil 
MacGowen.

 LETTERS
Kentucky miners

It was very, very satisfying to see 
the return o f some union strength to 
Hazard, Kentucky, last October 24 
when 330 new members were taken 
into United Mine Workers Local 
5890, as reported in the November 
15 Militant.

1 visited Hazard as a reporter for 
the M ilitant in the early 1960s when 
the coal miners in eastern Kentucky 
were undergoing a severe attack at 
the hands o f the coal companies. 
The attack was aimed in part at 
eliminating major social gains from 
a contract agreed to in 1953 by John 
L. Lewis. That contract allowed 
companies to introduce massive 
mechanization o f mining, especial­
ly strip mining.

In return the coal companies 
agreed to pay a royalty on every ton 
o f coal produced, which would be 
applied to a miners’ health plan. 
The plan included providing hospi­
tals and regular health care —  the 
first time for many —  in small 
Kentucky communities.

In the early ’60s, the companies 
began to renege on royalty pay­
ments and threatened to shut down 
all the miners’ hospitals, which I 
think they ultimately succeeded in 
doing, but not without a fight.

A series o f militant protest strug­
gles were initiated by coal miners 
against hospital closures and other 
takebacks, and some miners were 
arrested and framed up. Among 
these was Berman Gigson, who, 
along with others, was charged with 
blowing up a railroad bridge near 
Hazard. The miners were later 
found innocent o f these charges, 
which doesn’t happen too often to 
framed-up workers.

Gold miners win labor 
board ruling in Canada

The Canada Labor Relations 
Board (CLRB) ruled November 11 
that Royal Oak Mines bargained in 
bad faith with striking members of 
the Canadian Association o f Smelter 
and Allied Workers (CASAW) Lo­
cal 4 in Yellowknife, Northwest Ter­
ritories. The announcement was 
cheered by more than 100 union

members and supporters.
The key issue in the 17-month- 

long strike is safety and a union- 
busting drive by the company.

Harry Seeton, president of 
CASAW Local 4, said he hoped the 
gold miners would be back at work 
shortly. On November 16 CASAW 
members voted 96 percent in favor 
o f the CLRB recommendations that 
Royal Oak was ordered to present to 
the union.

The labor board recommendation 
proposes that four outstanding issues 
from April 1992 be negotiated within 
30 days. They include transportation 
allowance for annual holidays for 
families, statutory holidays, wages, 
and health and safety inspections.

I f  there is no agreement within 
30 days, industrial commissioners 
w ill attempt to get an agreement. I f  
they fail, a three-year contract w ill 
be imposed.

A back-to-work protocol gives 
CASAW members seniority over re­
placement workers. The firings o f 45 
CASAW members w ill go to expe­
dited arbitration. Royal Oak has stat­
ed that it w ill submit an additional 
list o f firings and w ill appeal parts o f 
the labor board ruling.

Garment workers demand 
a contract in St. Louis

Workers at Biltwell Co., a gar­
ment factory in St. Louis, are fight-

Unfortunately, despite theirdeter- 
mined fightback, miners were un­
able to beat o ff the company, which 
led to adecline in UMWAstrength in 
eastern Kentucky at that time.

It has taken a few years but it is 
really inspiring to see eastern Ken­
tucky miners take back some o f the 
union strength and benefits they 
fought so hard to defend in the 
1960s.
Tom Leonard 
Houston, Texas

Free Leonard Peltier
Beginning November 21st, 1993 

thousands o f supporters o f justice 
for Leonard Peltier from all over 
the United States and 25 countries 
w ill send their message to the 
White House. The Leonard Peltier 
Freedom Campaign and invited 
guests w ill deliver to the White 
House one million signatures on 
petitions urging the president to 
give freedom to Leonard.

Beginning November 21st thru 
December 24th we intend to send 
to the White House: 100,000 letters 
o f support, 10,000 phone messages, 
and 1,000 resolutions, proclama­
tions and declarations.

We urge you to take a stand for 
Leonard’s future, help get him 
home for the holidays so that he can 
watch his grandchildren tear open 
their Christmas gifts, and toast the 
beginning o f a new year o f freedom 
with his loved ones.

Mail all original letters, procla­
mations, declarations, and resolu­
tions directly to

President B ill Clinton 
The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, 
Washington, DC. 20500

ing for a con­
tract. The current 
contract expired 
September 30.

In the past B ilt­
well has signed 
contracts with the 
same provisions 
as the national 
Clothing Manu­
facturers Associ­
ation agreement.
This year, how­
ever, they are de­
manding a wage 
freeze and the in­
troduction of for­
ced overtime. On 
November 15,
130 members of 
A m a lgam ated  
Clothing and Tex­
tile Workers Un­
ion (ACTWU)
Local 1104 dem­
onstrated in 
downtown St.
Louis, chanting 
“ No contract, no 
peace”  and “ We 
are the union, the 
mighty, mighty union.”

Workers have also organized 
“ wearing red”  days to show unity 
and solidarity with the efforts of 
their negotiating committee. □

10,000 protest cuts in 
social wage in Edmonton

Some 10,000 people, including 
many unionists and youth, 
marched and rallied October 23 in 
Edmonton against health and ed­
ucation cuts proposed by the Con­
servative Party government in the 
province o f Alberta.

The provincial government has 
announced plans to eliminate its 
$3.4 billion deficit by 1997. A l­
ready $344 m illion has been 
chopped from health and welfare.

Ralph Klein, the Conservative 
premier o f Alberta, has told health­
care workers they should organize

Mail all copies o f letters, procla­
mations, declarations and resolu­
tions to

Leonard Peltier Defense Com­
mittee PO Box 538, Lawrence, KS 
66044.
Leonard Peltier Freedom
Campaign
New York, New York

Appreciates ‘Militant’
Thank you for your excellent pub­

lication, the Militant, sent to me in 
state prison in California. I ’m writing 
to let you know I ’m being discharged 
from prison. Yes, the state o f Califor­
nia is obliged by law to let me out 
onto the streets, after nine and a half 
years o f incarceration!

I took time to write British prime 
minister John Major, on the behalf 
o f the Irish prisoners being held 
illegally. I hope Mr. Major gets my 
letter too.

I wrote letters to the Mark Curtis 
Defense Committee and Iowa Pa­
role Board. I tried my best to write 
effective, legible, personal letters 
on these important issues. Your 
subscription was very welcome and 
helped me considerably to under­
stand true facts on the world envi­
ronment and events.

I w ill order your newspaper at a 
later date. I know in the San Fran­
cisco area where to find the latest 
editions o f the Militant. Got to have 
my issue weekly too!

I thank all your contributors who 
donate funds, giving money to ben­
efit the M ilitant Prisoners Fund. It 
was a excellent program and was 
well worth the expense. But I ’m 
happy that I could write you this 
short letter just saying “ Thank 
you.”  Doing my part always for

bake sales to make up for budget 
shortfalls caused by the cuts.

Since the budget year began in 
April, more than 1,100 health-care 
workers have lost their jobs. Ap­
proximately 13,000 welfare recipi­
ents have had their benefits cut off. 
Some 1,500 liquor store workers 
have been served lay-off notices as 
the government moves to privatize 
liquor sales. The government is also 
seeking a 20 percent cut in education 
and a 5 percent rollback in public 
sector wages. □

GM auto workers approve 
concession contract

Officials o f the United Auto 
Workers (UAW) announced No­
vember 11 that workers at General 
Motors Corp. had ratified a three- 
year labor contract, which in­
cludes concessions.

working people all over the world.
Socialism is the only way to go! 

South A frica’s white minority 
regime must be stopped. Mr. 
Mandela is doing all he can in South 
Africa. Blacks are people too. I ’m a 
white human being. Color has no re­
lation to human conditions. We are 
all flesh and blood, and deserve to be 
treated with respect.
A prisoner 
Corcoran, California

Haiti protest
On November 20, Veye Yo, a 

Miami-based Haitian rights group, 
organized a picket line to protest a 
press conference called by support­
ers o f the right-wing group FR APH 
[Front for Haitian Advancement 
and Progress], which is responsible 
for the murders o f many Haitian 
activists and supporters o f ousted 
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
The protesters gathered across the 
street from the press conference, 
which had as one o f its goals asking 
for the lifting o f the sanctions.

The 300 pickets chanted “ No Aris­
tide, No Peace!”  and “ We want, em­
bargo! “ The embargo was reimposed 
against Haiti as a way to pressure the 
military regime after the U.S. gov­
ernment retreated from sending their 
military “ trainees”  to Haiti.

In the last month or two, most 
progressive Haitian organizations 
in the diaspora have opposed the 
sanctions, saying that they hurt the 
people and not the military, because 
the m ilitary had time to make pro­
visions o f o il and they are the ones 
controlling the market.

Although this is not the center of 
the discussion on how to establish 
democracy in Haiti, there are dis-

The GM owners plan to cut
65,000 union jobs by 1995 in a 
bid to become more profitable. 
G M ’s stockholders have lost $17 
m illion since 1990. Some 265,000 
UAW members are currently em­
ployed at GM.

The agreement includes a wage 
fo r new hires o f 70 percent o f fu ll 
pay, deductions from cost-of-liv­
ing increases to pay for health-care 
benefits, and 3 percent wage in­
crease. □

The fo llow ing people contributed 
to this week's column: David Sal- 
ner. member o f USWA Local 8319 
in Tooele County, Utah; Ned Dmy- 
tryshyn, member o f Teamsters Lo­
cal 213 in Vancouver, British Co­
lumbia; Becky Ellis, member o f 
ACTWU Local 1104 in St. Louis; 
and Peter Thierjung, member o f 
UAW Local 538 in Cleveland.

cussions among activists who sup­
port the fight for democracy in Hai­
ti on the demands that the move­
ment should put forward.

Some argue that sanctions are 
used by the U.S. for their own in­
terests and it is part o f the U.S. 
intervention into Haiti. They say 
that the situation is different than 
two years ago when the demand 
first came up, because there are no 
mobilizations by the people in Haiti 
demanding sanctions. This is differ­
ent than the situation in South A f­
rica where there were mobilizations 
by mass organizations, whose lead­
erships were asking for sanctions.

A t the picket line, some explained 
that they thought sanctions were the 
only thing they could demand to put 
pressure on the military regime.

It would be useful for the M ili­
tant to clarify what should be the 
demands o f those who support the 
fight for the return o f Aristide and 
democracy in Haiti.
Rollande Girard  
M iam i, Florida

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our 
readers. Please keep your let­
ters brief. Where necessary 
they will be abridged. Please in­
dicate if  you prefer that your 
initials be used rather than your 
full name.

The M ilitant prisoner fund 
makes it possible to send re- 
duced-rate subscriptions to 
prisoners who can’t pay for 
them. To help this important 
cause, send your contribution to 
M ilitant Prisoner Subscription 
Fund, 410 West St., New York, 
N Y  10014.

ON THE PICKET LINE
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«MILITANT
Iowa rally defends abortion rights

Credit: Nan Ross
Speakers addressing abortion rights meeting in Des Moines, Iowa, November 20. “ We are going to 
put an end to clin ic violence and harassment,”  said F lip  Frisch, coordinator o f Drake University

BY R UTH N EB BIA
DES MOINES, Iowa —  “ I ’ve taken 

my share o f harassment. It has been 
frequent, persistent, and obnoxious,”  
said Susan Wicklund.

A Minnesota-based doctor, 
Wicklund flies to North Dakota and 
Montana to provide reproductive 
health care. She has been targeted by 
several antiabortion groups. Her story 
has been featured twice on the CBS 
news program 60 Minutes. Wicklund 
addressed a packed room o f some 250 
people at Drake University November 
20 as part o f a “ Speak Out Against 
Clinic Violence and Harassment.”  She 
described the shock she felt upon hear­
ing that Dr. David Gunn had been as­
sassinated by an abortion opponent in 
Pensacola, Florida, earlier this year. 
“ How do I explain to my daughter why 
I keep working. How do I explain the 
bulletproof vest, and the pistol and the 
security guards?”

“ I work because o f my patients. Each 
woman for reasons only she needs to 
understand and accept has chosen to 
end her pregnancy and have an abor­
tion,”  continued Wicklund. “ I can help 
make sure that abortion is done in an 
emotionally and physically safe envi­
ronment. We need your help and con­
tinued support, we need your physical sup­
port at our clinics and at our sides.”

The meeting was organized by the Co­
alition Against Clinic Violence and Harass­
ment. The group was formed earlier this 
year after Des Moines doctor Herbert Re- 
mer was arrested and charged with assault 
for defending himself from an attack by 
David Shedlock, a leader o f Operation 
Rescue. The coalition organized a 350-per­
son demonstration in October protesting 
Remer’s arrest.

“ Here we are, we are going to take control 
and stand up for what is right and put an end 
to clinic violence and harassment starting 
tonight,”  Flip Frisch told the meeting. Frisch 
is a student and coordinator o f the Drake 
University National Abortion Rights Action 
League (NARAL) chapter.

The speakout attracted many Drake stu­
dents, and other pro-choice student activists

BY JO ANN E M UR PHY
DES MOINES, Iowa —  Supporters o f 

Mark Curtis introduced dozens o f abor­
tion rights activists to the case o f the 
framed-up unionist and political activist 
at the Speak Out Against Clinic Violence 
and Harassment here and at a prochoice 
conference in Birmingham, Alabama.

Curtis has served more than five years 
in Iowa prisons since his conviction on 
trumped-up rape and burglary charges.

Many people picked up literature from 
a table set up by the Marie Curtis Defense 
Committee outside the meeting in Des 
Moines. Five participants asked to see a 
video about the case.

One person attending the conference 
came by the table to voice strong support 
for the frame-up. She said material “ sup­
porting a convicted rapist”  should not be 
allowed at the gathering. She succeeded 
in cutting short a discussion with one 
activist, who nevertheless took some lit­
erature on the case.

A t Defending Choice: A Conference for 
Activism, held in Birmingham November 
6-7, some 50 people stopped by a table set 
up by Curtis supporters. During the meet­
ing, which drew more than 100 activists 
from 11 states, Kay Sedam briefly de­
scribed Curtis’s fight for justice to those 
gathered. Curtis was active in defending

and trade unionists from Omaha, Nebraska; 
Kansas City, Missouri; Ames, and Iowa 
City, Iowa. Cosponsors o f the meeting in­
cluded several Drake student organizations.

Half a dozen Operation Rescue mem­
bers attended the speakout, which was vid­
eotaped by Shedlock in hopes o f 
provoking a confrontation. Several dozen 
disciplined marshals, including students, 
trade unionists, and other pro-choice de­
fenders, lined the aisles and surrounded 
the Operation Rescue members in the au­
dience. As a result, the meeting was held 
without incident.

David Gunn, Jr., son o f the murdered 
Florida doctor, told the crowd the pro-choice 
movement must remain united. “ We are the 
majority, our voice should be heard,”  he 
said.

“ What [Operation Rescue] did was despi­
cable, i t ’s harassment and it hurts,”  Karen

abortion clinics in the Birmingham area 
when he lived there in the mid-1980s.

The informational table did a brisk 
business, distributing stacks o f the bro­
chure Who is Mark Curtis? and informa­
tion on Curtis’s campaign for parole, as 
well as getting names o f those interested 
in further discussions.

Some high school students expressed 
interest in viewing the video The Frame- 
up o f Mark Curtis. They had organized a 
workshop on the special legal restrictions 
young women face in obtaining abortions.

One doctor attending the conference 
had read materials circulated by oppo­
nents o f Curtis’s defense effort in Boston. 
He questioned why Curtis insists on his 
innocence, saying there is plenty o f evi­
dence he is guilty.

In response, a supporter o f the defense 
campaign pointed to the many inconsis­
tencies between the alleged victim ’s de­
scription o f her attacker and Curtis, as 
well as to evidence the judge had exclud­
ed from the trial that demonstrated the 
frame-up nature o f the charges. The doc­
tor bought the pamphlet Freedom and 
Justice fo r  M ark Curtis: An Answer to a 
Slander Campaign, which responds to the 
pro-prosecution effort.

Kay Sedam in Birmingham contributed to 
this article.

Stewart said. “ That’s why I ’m here to speak 
up against it.”

Stewart had visited Dr. Remer’s office 
after suffering a miscarriage. Operation 
Rescue sent Stewart a letter denouncing 
her as a murderer after locating her address 
through a license plate number check after 
the visit.

“ No one should be forced to have ch il­
dren i f  they are not prepared for them,’’ 
Diane Crady, a member o f the Women’s 
Committee o f United Auto Workers Local 
997 and a patient o f Remer’s, told the au-

BY M A R E A  H IM E L G R IN
MINNEAPOLIS —  Rallying under a 

banner that read, “ Stop University 2000! 
Defend Public Education!”  65 students, fac­
ulty members, and university workers gath­
ered November 10 on Northrop Mall on the 
University o f Minnesota campus to protest 
a proposed plan to radically restructure the 
university.

The plan, called “ University 2000," would 
divide the land grant institution into two 
tracks —  a “ world-class Research Universi­
ty”  with strict entrance requirements and a 
“ University College”  for everyone else.

“ Public education is a right,”  student 
leader Damon Tinnon said in a letter to the 
Minnesota Daily explaining his opposition 
to the plan. “ It is not to be based on elite 
specifications. Public Universities are one 
o f the last resources that oppressed nation­
alities and working people have. We cannot 
afford to have it stripped away from us.”  
Tinnon is a junior at the University o f M in­
nesota and a member o f the Political Organ­
izing Committee.

The “ Strategic Planning Status Report”  
issued by University o f Minnesota presi­
dent Nils Hasselmo argues that the plan is 
necessary “ because state and federal fund­
ing o f higher education is eroding —  and 
competition for that funding is increasing 
dramatically.”

Virtually no details o f the proposal are 
available. Speaking at the November 10 rally 
for the Coalition to Oppose University 2000, 
Ryan Kelly explained why the plan is being 
put forward as a “ hypothesis”  by Hasselmo 
with few specifics —  “ They can’t put the 
plan into words because they can’t say elitism 
and look how they want to in the public eye.”

Lorena Andrade, vice-president o f the

dience.
“ Ultimately this is . . .  about the fear 

that when women can control their own 
reproduction they gain some measure 
o f independence and power,”  stated 
Ronnie Podolefsky, president o f the 
Iowa chapter o f the National Organiza­
tion for Women (NOW).

Jill June, president o f Des Moines 
Planned Parenthood, thanked the audi­
ence for their support and congratulat­
ed the Des Moines police and prosecu­
tors office for their recent judgment 
against Shedlock for trespassing and 
obstruction o f justice, for which he was 
sentenced to 50 days in ja il and one 
year o f probation. “ But let me tell you, 
i f  you are not registered to vote, your 
support is meaningless to us,”  she said.

“ Drop the charges!”  was the chant 
at the standing ovation when Dr. Re- 
mer was introduced. "We should all 
unite together to back reproductive 
rights, to ensure that women can con­
trol their own bodies,”  he said.

Also speaking were Jill Edwards, a 
medical student at the University of 
Iowa; Reisha Johnson, administrator of 
the Women’s Medical Center in Om­
aha; Gayle Sand, associate director o f 
the Emma Goldman Clinic for Women 
in Iowa City; Lisa Strong, a Minneap­

olis abortion rights activist; and Karin 
McElwain, executive director o f Iowa 
NARAL.

Greetings were read from Dr. George 
T ille r from Wichita, Kansas; U.S. senator 
Tom Harkin; the Iowa Religious Coalition 
for Abortion Rights; U.S. surgeon general 
Jocelyn Elders; and NOW president Patri­
cia Ireland.

Ruth Nebbia is a member o f United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union Local 431 
in Des Moines.

La Raza Student Cultural Center, told the 
rally that her group opposes the plan 
because, “ It w ill block access to commu­
nities o f color and the working class. We 
don’t have the same level o f access to pub­
lic education in grade school and high 
school and now we’ ll be excluded by en­
trance requirements from the University of 
Minnesota. We should have access to a 
four-year college education and not just 
vocational training.”

Tinnon, who chaired the rally, said that the 
University 2000 plan is designed “ to make 
the University more pleasing to big capital —  
to assure Cargill and Land O'Lakes and 3M a 
layer o f students to recruit out o f and to attract 
research money from these big Minnesota- 
based corporations.

“ It is true that one o f the purposes o f a land- 
grant institution like the University o f Minne­
sota is research,”  Tinnon said, but it is impor­
tant to ask, “ Research for whom? Research 
for Cargill or for small farmers? Research to 
improve the profit rates o f 3M or research to 
improve the lives o f factory workers? Let’s 
open the books on the research affecting 
communities in Minnesota.”

Coalition members are collecting hun­
dreds o f signatures on petitions demanding 
a “ University Time-Out”  o f two hours 
where supporters and opponents o f the plan 
can explain their positions to students.

Other speakers at the rally included Jamil 
Salaam, o f the Africana Student Cultural 
Center; Stefanie Yorek, o f the Progressive 
Student Organization; Political Science pro­
fessor August Nimtz; and Kari Sachs, a Ford 
assembly line worker, and a member of 
United Autoworkers Local 879 and the So­
cialist Workers Party.

Framed-up unionist wins support 
at Iowa, Alabama conferences

Students rally to defend public 
education at Minnesota campus
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