INSIDE

U.S. naval station worker
wins victory against gov’t

Officials won’t indict mechanic for alleged Hatch Act violation

BY JIM GOTESKY
AND OSBORNE HART

SAN FRANCISCO —“We've won a
victory against government political repres-
sion. Workers at the Alameda Naval Avia-
tion Depot will now have more political
space to express their views and discuss the
problems of war, race and sex discrimina-
tion, and economic depression that plague
our lives,” Milton Chee said.

Chee was holding a copy of the U.S.
Office of Special Counsel (OSC) letter in-
forming him of their decision to back down
from threats to prosecute him for alleged
violations of the Hatch Act.

Chee is an aircraft sheetmetal worker at
the Alameda Naval Aviation Depot. He is a

See editorial — page 14

member of the International Association of
Machinists Local 1584 and the Socialist
Workers Party.

The OSC is the police agency charged
with enforcing the Hatch Act for the Office
of Personnel Management (OPM), which
regulates government workers” conduct.
The OSC letter. dated November 23, stated,
“[The] OSC has decided not to seek disci-
plinary action against you , .. "

The government agency began investigat-
ing Chee after he ran as a socialist candidate
for San Francisco Board of Supervisors in
the nonpartisan 1992 city elections. Chee
garnered 12,000 voies.

Invoking provisions of the Hatch Act that
forbid government employees or workers un-
der government contract from running in par-
tisan elections for public office, the OSC con-
ducted an intensive investigation of Chee, in-
cluding on-the-job interviews and two three-
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Aircraft mechanic Milton Chee at party with supporters in Oakland, California, cele-
brating victory against government attempt to indict him for his political activities.

hour-long interrogations in the guise of legal
hearings. Chee faced possible firing for sup-
posedly violating the Hatch Act.

The aircraft mechanic petitioned and
qualified for ballot status in the nonpartisan
Board of Supervisors race. The OSC con-
tended that because the Socialist Workers
Campaign Committee endorsed Chee’s can-
didacy the race was in fact a partisan elec-
tion.

Chee’s attorney, David Handsher, took is-
sue with this view in a statement released to

the media. “While | applaud the Special
Counsel’s good sense in not seeking disci-
plinary action against Mr. Chee, [ strongly
disagree with its interpretation of the [Hatch]
Act and implementing regulations, in that the
Special Counsel continues to maintain that
Mr. Chee’s participation in a local election,
which by State law is non-partisan, is re-
stricted because of Mr. Chee’s endorsement

by the Socialist Workers Party.”
Handsher hit on the real reason for the
Continued on Page 12

Strong showing of Yeltsin’s rivals in
Russia elections concerns Washington

Vladimir Zhirinovsky (center) whose Liberal Demo-
cratic Party led in party-preference vote in Russia.

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Russian president Boris Yeltsin
narrowly won approval of a new
constitution in December 12 elec-
tions that significantly strengthens
his powers. However, the strong
showing by Liberal Democratic
Party leader Viadimir Zhirinovsky
in the parliamentary elections
stunned Yeltsin and his supporters
in Washington who hoped the vote
would set the stage for stepping up
so-called market reforms aimed at
integrating more rapidly Russia’s
economy into the world capitalist
system.

“While the constitution gives
Mr. Yeltsin much-needed powers,
the vote Sunday seemed to signal
the beginning of the end of the
Yeltsin era,” stated an article in the
December 14 Wall Street Journal,
which cited a recent poll showing
that if elections were held for pres-
ident only 39 percent would now
vote for Yeltsin.

Yeltsin never formally en-
dorsed any of the electoral slates
for parliament though eight of his
ministers. including chiefl eco-
nomic adviser Yegor Gaidar, ran

on the Russia's Choice ticket.

With 77 of Russia’s 89 regions and repub-
lics reporting, Zhirinovsky's party won 24
percent of the vote. Russia’s Choice had |5
percent, closely followed by the Communist
Party, a splinter from the former ruling Sta-
linist party, with 13 percent.

Half of the 450 seats in parliament are
apportioned by the party-preference vote;
the other half are filled in district elections.
Interfax reported that once the district results
are included, Russia’s Choice will probably
have 94 seats and Zhirinovsky's party 78,

The 13 political parties that fielded can-
didates all represent the interests of various
sections of the privileged bureaucratic layer
that rests on top of the Russian workers
state. Zhirinovsky, who attempted 1o cast
himself as more of a political outsider. de-
scribes himself as a child who grew up in
poverty. even though his family had been
part of Russia’s elite for seven generations.

Turmout in a number of areas was quite
light as many working people didn't feel
they had much of a stake in choosing among
the contending gangs of bureaucrats. Only
55 percent of the country’s 107 million reg-
istered voters cast ballots. In some areas it
was much less. The north Caucasian repub-
lic of Chechnya took no part in the ¢lections.

Continued on Page 11
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Miners ratify
new contract,

ending seven-
month strike

BY MARY ZINS

MARISSA, Illinois — Members of the
United Mine Workers of America (UMWA)
approved a new contract with the Bitumi-
nous Coal Operators Association (BCOA)
December 14. Sixty-five percent of the min-
ers who cast ballots voted for ratification.
This brings the seven-month strike by
18,000 miners in seven states to an end.

Mine workers president Richard Trumka
explained his view on the agreement in a
press release. "UMWA members are the best
coal miners in the world, and we're going
back to our jobs with a contract that keeps
the American coal industry strong and com-
petitive, honors our productivity and com-
mitment and guarantees our right to jobs
with a future,” he said. “Today marks the
start of a new era in labor-management re-
lations in the coalfields.”

As the Militant goes to press, final vote
tallies are not available. The UMWA Region
3 office reports that unofficial returns in
Illinois show 3,107 votes for the contract
and 2,220 against, with 953 for and 429
against in Indiana. In Alabama, 52 percent
opposed the pact with 48 percent in favor.

The new contract registers the fact that
the ranks of the union were determined to
stand firm on what they saw as the central
issue in the battle with the coal operators.
The UMWA demanded that BCOA compa-
nies hire at least 60 percent laid-off union
miners at new mines and that the companies
admit to ownership of subsidiaries, which
they have attempted to hide. The new con-

Continued on Page 11

Washington
wins partial
victory in
GATT brawl

BY GREG ROSENBERG

Washington manipulated its economic
might to shove concessions down the throats
of Paris and Tokyo as the world trade talks
under the auspices of the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) closed
December 15. After caving in to U.S. de-
mands to reduce agricultural subsidies,
French prime minister Edouard Balladur
and governments grouped in the European
Community (EC) defied pressures to give
up more. As a result, the agreement excludes
television and movies, civil aircraft, ocean-
going shipping, and banking services.

U.S. president Bill Clinton said December
14 that Washington was “on the verge of a
historic victory.” Balladur exclaimed, “The
cultural identity of Europe is protected.”

The New York Times pointed out in a De-
cember 15 article that the GATT resolution
“is smaller in scope than intended and may
bear the seeds of future trade wars.”

Paris withstood pressure in part due to
Bonn's refusal to openly break the Franco-
German alliance over the accord.

The Clinton administration essentially
clinched its demands on agriculture in the
talks. Both Tokyo and Seoul agreed under
pressure to open their markets to rice im-
ports. Washington offered a small compro-
mise to Paris. EC governments — including

Continued on Page 12
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Tel Aviv reinforces troops

Just days before the December
13 deadline for beginning to pull
out its soldiers from the Gaza Strip
and parts of the West Bank, Tel
Aviv significantly bolstered its oc-
cupation forces there. Thousands
of soldiers were sent into the oc-
cupied territories. reportedly more
than at any point since the Pales-
tinian /ntifada began seven years
ago.

Israeli officials insist the buildup
is temporary. Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin told Israeli newspa-
per editors that the Israeli govern-
ment has four times as many troops
in the territories as in southern Leba-
non and along the Lebanese border.
This comes to roughly 14,000 sol-
diers. Dozens of Palestinians from
groups opposed to the Israeli-PLO
accord were detained by the army
December 8-9.

Three Palestinian workers head-
ing home after a day of building

-

Farmers rally December 9 in Tokyo to protest opening of Japan’s rice markets to imports.

prime minister until a successor is
found. Anew plan being put forward
by Malval calls for “broadening”
Haiti’s cabinet to include political
opponents of Aristide and other sup-
porters of the military.

Report sees explosion risk
at U.S. nuclear plants

Eleven nuclear processing fac-
tories in six states may be vulner-
able to the same kind of chemical
explosion that contaminated 50
square miles around the Siberian
city of Tomsk-7 last April, accord-
ing to a report of the Senate Gov-
emmental Affairs Committee. At
most of these U.S. plants, run by
the Department of Energy, pluto-
nium for bombs is separated from
other materials in processing
tanks.

The committee listed the areas
with the highest risk of explosion
as Hanford, Washington; the Sa-
vannah River Site in South Caro-

houses in Israel were shot to death
December 10 on a West Bank road.
Israeli settlers belonging to the right-wing
Kach movement took responsibility for the
attack.

10,000 casualties in Somalia

Maj. Gen. Anthony Zinni, who directs
U.S. military operations in Somalia, has
admitted that up to 10,000 residents of
that country were killed or wounded be-
tween June and October. Two-thirds of the
casualties were women or children, op-
posed to the U.S. and UN occupation
force there.

Meanwhile, the UN has spent more
than $300 million in the last six months
catering to the needs of its 29,000 soldiers
in Somalia and very little on improving
the infrastructure of the country. The UN
compound in Mogadishu has been mod-
emized with new roads, coaxial cable, and
miles of pipe. But outside the compound’s
walls there is little running water, elec-
tricity, telephones, or sewers to serve the
city’s residents.

Rather than purchasing food from So-
malia’s abundant supply of meat and fish,
millions of dollars are being spent to impon
these items from New Zealand, the Nether-

lands, and Australia.

4,000 arrested in India

Police arrested 4,000 demonstrators
throughout India December 9 who were
participating in a strike organized by the
right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
The protest was called to condemn the
arrest of BJP president Lal Krishna Ad-
vani and seven other party leaders two
days earlier for their role in the demolition
of the 16th century mosque in Ayodhya
one year earlier. More than 3,000 people
were killed in subsequent rioting and po-
lice violence.

Bosnia talks still stalled

UN diplomats are hoping to resume
talks on Bosnia December 20. A meeting
planned for December 12 in Greece was
cancelled after Bosnian government rep-
resentatives said they would not attend.
In Sarajevo, 8 people were killed and 26
wounded December 8 by artillery fire
from rightist Serb forces who have kept
the capital city under siege for the past
20 months.

The governments of the United States,
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France, and Britain rejected a request by
Moscow 1o ease economic sanctions to al-
low large quantities of natural gas to be sent
to Yugoslavia this winter to heat homes,
schools, and hospitals.

Thousands march in Bucharest

Thousands of working people marched
through the streets of Bucharest, Romania,
December 8 to commemorate the four-
year anniversary of the overthrow of the
Stalinist regime of Nicolae Ceausescu and
to demand the resignation of the country's
current president, lon lliescu. Two million
workers throughout the country also
staged two-hour strikes to protest low
wages.

Kazakhstan parliament dissolved

The parliament in Kazakhstan voted De-
cember 10 to disband and let President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev rule the Central Asian
republic by decree until new elections in
March. The lawmakers also abolished
Kazakhstan’s more than 200 regional legis-
latures, leaving local power in the hands of
the president’s appointed regional adminis-
trators. The deputies will keep their salaries
and privileges such as legislative immunity
until new parliamentary elections. The gov-
emment has also promised to find them all
new jobs. Kazakhstan is one of the former
Soviet republics that inherited nuclear
weapons after the Soviet Union’s collapse
in 1991,

Haitian leader visits Vatican

Robert Malval, named prime minister by
ousted Haitian president Jean-Bertrand
Aristide in August, paid a visit 1o Rome
December 10 to encourage the Vatican to
participate in new talks with Haiti’s military
rulers. The Vatican is the only state entity to
have recognized the country's coup leaders.

Malval also reaffirmed his plans to resign
December 15, but agreed to stay on as acting

lina; Oak Ridge, Tennessee; Los
Alamos National Laboratory in
New Mexico; the Idaho National Engi-
neering Laboratory near Idaho Springs;
and the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion
Plant in Ohio.

Charges dropped against ADL

After a year-long investigation into
charges that the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) organized a network of illegal
spying, the district attorney in San Fran-
cisco agreed in mid-November not to file
criminal charges against the organization
in exchange for its payment of up to
$75,000 to fight “hate” crimes. The
group, however, still faces two civil law-
suits accusing them of stealing member-
ship lists and swapping files with the
police.

Revelations about this spying operation
came to light last year when documents
revealed that ADL operative Roy Bullock
and San Francisco policeman Tom Gerard,
a former employee of the CIA, were selling
information to the South African govern-
ment. Bullock had gathered information on
nearly 10,000 individuals and more than
950 groups including the NAACP. Arab-
Americans, and antiapartheid activists.

Under the settlement, no charges will be
brought against Bullock, and the ADL
pledges not to engage in “improper” infor-
mation gathering in California.

— BRIAN WILLIAMS

‘Militant’ holiday schedule

This issue of the Militant is the last in
1993. Next week’s issue, dated January
10, will be the first in 1994. The Militant
will take a one-week break during the
holidays. Issue no. 2 in 1994 will be
printed and shipped to distributors Janu-
ary 6.
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U.S. group launches
fund effort for ANC
election campaign

BY GREG ROSENBERG

NEW YORK — The Coalition for De-
mocracy in South Africa (CODISA)
launched a campaign to aid the African
National Congress (ANC) in preparing for
the first-ever nonracial elections in South
Africa to be held April 27.

Meeting here December 11 at the offices of
hospital workers union Local 1199, some 40
people representing different organizations
and antiapartheid groups in six cities decided
to kick off the effon, called “Dollars for De-
mocracy in South Africa.” CODISA also
voted to endorse a regional antiapartheid con-
ference in Philadelphia, February 12-13.

The campaign will reach out to trade
unions, churches, student organizations, and
others. Activists aim for substantial fund-
raising by South Africa Democracy Week,
February 5-11. Solidarity activities will take
place in various cities at that time.

“We are not nonpartisan,” said CODISA
cochair Cleveland Robinson. “We are here to
support the ANC, This campaign is for people
who will give a dollar, or $2, $5, or $10.”
Pointing out that “the ANC has struggled for
decades for freedom and democracy,” Robin-
son said that “it is my belief that a govern-
ment in South Africa under the leadership of
the ANC will not only benefit working people
in South Africa, but worldwide,”

Lindiwe Mabuza, chief representative of

the ANC in the United States, said she had
just returned from South Africa, where ANC
leaders explained fund-raising in the United
States is an important part of the intena-
tional effort to ensure a victory of the demo-
cratic movement in the elections. Of the
estimated 21 million eligible voters in South
Africa, 18 million of them have never voted.

Transitional Executive Council

“These elections are the result of many
years of struggles, both in South Africa,” said
Mabuza, and through the efforts of the world-
wide antiapartheid campaign. “*We are scor-
ing major victories. The Transitional Execu-
tive Council [TEC] went into place this
week.” The multiparty govemmental council
has a wide array of decision-making powers,
including over law and order, intelligence, fi-
nance, regional and local government, for-
eign affairs, and the status of women. Al-
though the National Party government re-
mains in office, South African president F. W.
de Klerk cannot make any major decisions
without approval of the TEC.

To stop killings and violence, the TEC
ordered police into northern Natal Decem-
ber 9, including parts of the KwaZulu home-
land where Inkatha Freedom Party leader
Mangosuthu Buthelezi rules. It also in-
structed a delegation to investigate the ac-
tivities and open the secret files of the In-

Nelson Mandela, left, and F. W, de Klerk receive Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway.

ternal Stability Unit, a camouflage-clad po-
lice outfit that functions in Black townships.

ANC president Nelson Mandela accepted
the Nobel Peace Prize December 10, along
with de Klerk. A debate broke out between
the two while in Oslo, Norway. De Klerk
said the process of eliminating apartheid
was due to “a fundamental change of heart.”
Mandela said it was because of “‘the millions
of our people who dared to rise up against
a social system whose very essence is war,
violence, racism, oppression, repression and
the impoverishment of the entire people.”
He thanked the “millions of people across
the globe” who helped.

Monies raised by CODISA will go to sup-
port ANC electoral activities, including voter
education and registration. Organizers project
“Dollars for Democracy” local campaigns in

Secret nuclear tests leaked radiation

BY HARRY RING

LOS ANGELES — Claiming that it’s
now possible to tell the truth because the
cold war is over, the Clinton administration
is being forced to let some of Washington'’s
dirty laundry on its nuclear bomb making
program hang loose.

Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary admit-
ted December 7 that of the 1,051 U.S.
underground nuclear tests conducted over
the years, 204 were done secretly. Of these,
she said, 34 leaked radiation into the at-
mosphere.

O’Leary confirmed press reports that at
least 18 people were injected with deadly
plutonium without their knowledge.

The Albuquerque Tribune had reported
this earlier.

O’Leary professed to be “shocked and
amazed" at the way the nuclear program has
been run.

She said the government's asserted new
openness will help build public trust.

Public trust— or more precisely, the
lack of it—is really what’s behind the
White House decision to lift a comer of
the lid on its nuclear cesspool. From the
outset, the trumped-up claim of a Soviet
military threat was the pretext for the se-
crecy which shrouded the bomb program.
The real purpose was to conceal the fright-
ful truth from most people in the United
States — particularly workers in the nu-
clear industry and those living in areas
where the ground, water, and air were con-
taminated with radiation.

But over the years, persistent efforts by
those affected, coupled with media expo-
sures, brought many facts to light, and con-
vinced thousands that the government was
lying through its teeth.

Rocky Flats disaster

The widely viewed PBS documentary
program Frontline presented such an exposé
recently. The program documented the hor-
rendous story of Rocky Flats, the nuke plant
outside Denver.

Built in the late 1940s to make bomb
parts, Rocky Flats was a major plant proc-
essing plutonium, a bomb ingredient with a
lethal half-life of 24,000 years.

Initially, Rocky Flats was a project of the
Atomic Energy Commission, predecessor of
the Energy Department. The plant was man-
aged by Dow Chemical Corp.

A*'top secret” operation, Rocky Flats was
even off limits to government regulatory
agencies. But what went on behind the walls
and barbed wire could not be totally sup-
pressed.

Jim Kelly, president of the United Steel-
workers of America local that had unionized
the plant, blew the first whistle. Kelly dis-
closed that hundreds of drums of oil laced
with plutonium and stored outside the plant
were corroded and leaked dangerous levels
of radioactivity.

But the government and Dow Chemical
hung tough. Investigators were even barred
after it became known that a mass of pluto-
nium had erupted in flames in 1959.

Unable to get inside, one investigator
checked the surrounding area. He found
land contaminated with radiation at 400
times the “safe” level as far as a mile away
from the plant.

The government bought up the contami-
nated land in the immediate area of the plant
and put a fence around it. But residents near
the facility filed a damage suit.

Rocky Flats stalled the legal action for a
decade. But more evidence emerged in pre-
trial proceedings. The govemment made a
$9 million out-of-court settlement — with
the provision that all evidence be sealed.

In the mid-1970s, the Energy Department
replaced the Atomic Energy Commission as
the nation's bomb maker. At Rocky Flats,
Rockwell International Co., a major sup-
plier of war weapons, replaced Dow.

In 1985, the FBI raided Rocky Flats, and
emerged with a reported 3.5 million pages
of company/government documents.

With that, a special grand jury was con-
vened and a mountain of documents was
dumped on their laps.

Composed of area residents, the grand
Jjury proved to be a very stubborn lot. They
waded through the mass of documents, and
sifted out the evidence buried in them.

Attempted cover-up fails

Meanwhile, the Justice Department and
Rockwell began negotiating a deal, un-
known to the jury.

Rockwell officials wamed that if they
were prosecuted, they would prove in court
that they had been following Energy Depart-
ment orders,

Justice instructed the Denver FBI 1o stop
gathering information against individuals.

In a March 1992 plea bargain, Rockwell
agreed to plead guilty to 10 violations over
a two-year period and to pay a $18.5 million
fine. Frontline noted the sum just about
equaled the bonuses the company had re-
ceived during that time.

In return, the government agreed 10 issue
a statement that there was “no contamina-
tion danger” outside the plant. The obvious
purpose of this bald-faced lie was to fend

off future damage claims.

Informed of the settlement and instructed
that their work was over, the grand jurors
were stunned and enraged. They took the
remarkable step of holding an outdoor press
conference where they denounced the deci-
sion and demanded an independent investi-
gation.

The jurors went further. Even though their
work had been ordered ended, they com-
pleted their report. The judge ordered it
sealed. But the jurors refused to back down.

Soon after, the plutonium scandal hit the
fan. Westword, a Denver weekly, came out
with a front page story reporting the sealed
grand jury findings.

Grand jury findings

With full knowledge that they risked jail
for breaking grand jury secrecy, 12 of the
jurors told a Westword reporter what they
had found.

They described a company effort to get rid
of accumulated plutonium sludge by mixing
it with cement into huge concrete blocks,
with the hope of shipping them to some waste
dump. But the blocks began turning to mush
and are still sitting there.

They had found that year after year, haz-
ardous waste was sprayed on the fields out-
side the plant. This was called “irrigation.”

Buttressing their charge with added infor-
mation, the jurors branded the relationship
between the Energy Department and Rock-
well “an ongoing criminal conspiracy."

The Justice Department responded
promptly by investigating the jurors for vio-
lating the secrecy rule.

In October, Janet Reno's Justice Depart-
ment announced it would not prosecute the
individuals involved. But, it warned, if there
are any further disclosures, the department
“will reopen the investigation."”

Rocky Flats is no longer making bomb
parts. It is now operated by a company
named R.G.&G., which is pondering how
to clean up the incredible contamination.

If and when this is done, it hopes to
convert the area into a sports complex and
a golf course.

As a comer of the blanket of government
secrecy over Rocky Flats and other nuke
plants is lifted, it shines a spotlight on Wash-
ington’s contempt for the lives of thousands
of working people, its utter disregard for
democratic rights, and its sheer hypocnsy
when it accuses governments of Third World
countries — from North Korea to Pakistan
and Iran — of nuclear proliferation.
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Chicago, Houston, New York. Philadelphia,
Washington, D.C., and other cities.

A majority of meeting participants came
from New York City, many of them
CODISA members. Representatives from
antiapartheid organizations in Albany, Bal-
timore, Boston, Cleveland, Houston, Phila-
delphia, and Washington, D.C., also partici-
pated. Among those in attendance were Rev,
Herbert Daughtry and CODISA cochair
Lennox Hinds.

Sybil Wong, CODISA coordinator, re-
ported that the Walkathon for Democracy
in New York City in October raised $15,000
for the ANC election effort, of which
$12.000 has been tumed over.

Regional Student Conference

Meeting organizers reported that the re-
gional student solidarity conference is
planned at Temple University in Philadel-
phia. Representatives from 14 college cam-
puses in the Philadelphia area met to plan the
event to educate and organize solidarity
work with the ANC election campaign.
Workshops will cover an array of topics,
from the roots of violence in South Africa to
labor struggles. An address by an ANC repre-
sentative is planned. Conference organizers
are inviting students, union members, and
others from throughout the region to attend.

Participants at the meeting in New York
reported that coordination efforts are under-
way between the “Dollars for Democracy”
campaign and other fund-raising efforts na-
tionwide,

The Boston-based Fund for Democratic
Elections in South Africa (FDESA) will
tour Patrick “Terror” Lekota to seven cities
February 1-15. Lekota, who eamned his
nickname for his soccer prowess, is based
in Johannesburg. He was imprisoned for his
political activity at least twice on Robben
Island. He was elected to the ANC National
Executive Committee in 1992,

For details on the Lekota tour, contact
FDESA at (617) 437-6363.

To make a contribution to “Dollars for
Democracy” or obtain organizing materials,
contact CODISA at P.O. Box 1005, Cathe-
dral Station, New York, NY 10025. Phone
or fax (212) 666-1288.

For more information on the Temple Uni-
versity student conference, call (215) 324-
5520 or 224-4627,

from PATHFINDER

What Working
People Should Know
about the
Dangers
of Nuclear
Power

FRED HALSTEAD

i)

A

A concise explanation of why all
nuclear power installations should
be shut immediately and replaced

Tl

with coal-fired power plants.
Booklet. $3.00
Available at bookstores, those fisted on pege

Including
12, or from Pathfinder, 410 West St., New Yorik, NY 10014
If ordering by mall, please adkd $3.00 to cover postage
and handling.
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Cuba activist tours

Seattle, urges broad
campaign to oppose
U.S. trade embargo

BY HARVEY McARTHUR

SEATTLE — “Cuba has given a lot to the
world in material and human aid and as an
example for all of us. For a long time Cuba
was the hope, the example of what human
beings should strive for, And Cuba is still
fighting today, setting an important example
to the poor of the world.

“We in turn need to give a lot to the
Cubans — a lot of our time and energy in
efforts to end the U.S. economic blockade
of Cuba. This is the least we can do for all
of us as human beings. If Cuba is destroyed,
an essential part of us will have been de-
stroyed as well.”

Andrés G6mez brought this call to action
through a tour of seven cities in Oregon,
Washington, and the Canadian province of
British Columbia December 4—10. Gomez is
a leader of the Antonio Maceo Brigade, a
group of Cuban-Americans that support the
Cuban revolution, He is one of the national
coordinators of the National Network on
Cuba, which includes some 40 organizations
that promote solidarity with Cuba.

The meetings organized for Gomez gave
renewed impelus to activities in the area
in defense of the Cuban revolution. They
focused on building the next Cuba Friend-
shipment caravan, scheduled for late Feb-
ruary 1994, This broad initiative aims at
building on the success of the 1993 cara-
van. In that effort, 300 volunteer drivers
in a caravan of 100 vehicles delivered 100
tons of humanitarian aid to Cuba last Au-
gust. Thousands of others collected aid and
organized meetings against the U.S. trade
embargo of Cuba in the dozens of cities
along the caravan route.

The Portland-based Campaign for Peace
with Cuba invited Gémez to the Pacific
Northwest and activists and solidarity com-
mittees in Seattle, Tacoma, Olympia, and
Bellingham, Washington, and Vancouver,
British Columbia, joined the efforts. Some
350 people participated in public meetings
during the tour and more than 15 indicated
they were already planning to go on the next
caravan. Gomez also gave interviews to one
television and seven radio stations.

The Cuban activist noted recent public
statements by U.S. officials reaffirming
the Clinton administration’s determina-
tion to maintain the prohibition on trade
and free travel to and from Cuba. “The
U.S. maintains this blockade today for
the same reason it first installed it: 10
destroy Cuba and the Cuban revolution,”

FURTHER READING

Goémez said. “This is a war, and this is
how a war is waged.”

Havana estimates the embargo has cost
Cuba $40 billion over 30 years due to loss
of foreign markets and in higher prices and
shipping costs for products Cuba does ob-
tain from other countries, Gémez said. Some
foreign companies refuse to do business
with Cuba for fear of reprisals and pressure
from the U.S. government, he added.

In all his talks, Gomez detailed the current
economic hardships affecting the Cuban
people and called for greater efforts to end
the embargo “to give the Cuban people more
time and breathing space as they tackle the
challenges they face.”

He also took up recent decisions the Cu-
ban government has taken to confront this
crisis. These measures include promoting
tourism to obtain hard currency, seeking
foreign investment in industry and oil ex-
ploration, and legalizing possession and use
of hard currency by individual Cubans.

“This creates difficulties and dangers,” he
noted. “After 30 years of building a society
based on equality, some people today have
a much better life than others, not because
they work harder, but because they have
access to dollars. And how much foreign
investment can you have before you lose
control of your country?

“Is socialism going to be terminated as a
result of the policies the government has
been forced to implement? This is a big
question being discussed in Cuba today,” he
added. The aim of Cuba's leaders is to
“maintain the principles of socialism while
adapting to present national and world cir-
cumstances,” Gémez said.

“We must see that what we do in the United
States is important,” he told 75 people at a
mecting in Seattle. “What Cuba needs is

space and time to become stronger, to work
through these problems and challenges. . . .
We must build a broader, more powerful co-
alition to debate, to pressure the government
on the blockade. Most U.S. people don't
know what the blockade means or even that it
exists. But there are millions who will care if
we can put our case to them.”

Fifty people attended a meeting in Van-
couver sponsored by the Canadian-Cuba
Friendship Association and Amigos de
Cuba (Friends of Cuba). Gémez urged the
audience to build the next Friendshipment.
Local activists announced a planning meet-
ing December 15 to get an organizing cam-
paign underway.

One part of the February caravan will start
in British Columbia and have to cross the
U.S. border into Washington state on its way
south. Solidarity committees on both sides
of the border have begun discussing how to

Militant/Janet Post
The U.S. government maintains the embargo against Cuba “for the same reason it first
installed it: to destroy Cuba and the Cuban revolution,” Gémez told activists in Seattle.
Above: Gomez at a press conference in Miami earlier this year.

win broad support 1o pressure Washington
to allow the caravan through. Last July, a
similar group was denied entry at the start
of the Friendshipment.

Go6mez also announced plans for a tri-
nation Cuba solidarity conference to be
held in Los Angeles in April 1994, Initi-
ated by the Mexican solidarity network Va
por Cuba, it will be organized by Mexican,
U.S., and Canadian groups.

*“This initiative aims at helping all of us
better organize ourselves. The blockade is
not just an American question. Solidarity
work worldwide is of utmost importance.
The Cuban people need the best efforts we
can give,” Gémez told the Vancouver meet-
ing,

Harvey McArthur is a member of Interna-
tional Association of Machinists Local 289
in Seattle.

Toronto meeting builds aid caravan to Cuba

BY NAOMI JOLLIFFE

TORONTO — Eighty-five opponents
of Washington's (rade embargo against
Cuba attended a public meeting Decem-
ber 3 to launch the third Friendshipment
Caravan to Cuba. The featured speakers
were John Cox and Lisa Valanti, cochair-
people of the Pittsburgh Friends of Cuba
Committee and participants in the second
Friendshipment caravan organized by
Pastors for Peace.
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The U.S.-Cuba Friendshipment, sched-
uled for February 1994, will travel through
dozens of cities throughout the United States
and Canada. Participants will be campaign-
ing against the U.S embargo and picking up
material aid that will be taken across the
U.S.-Mexico border at Laredo, Texas, and
shipped to Cuba.

Supporters in Toronto are planning to
drive medicines, school supplies, and
other needed goods across the Canada-
U.S. border at Detroit where they will
link up with the caravan. Some are plan-
ning to drive all the way to Texas where
they will join with hundreds of other vol-
unteers.

The Toronto meeting was organized by the
newly-formed Canada-Cuba Friendshipment
Committee and sponsored by the Canada-
Cuba Friendship Association (CCFA), Cuba
Solidarity Coordinating Committee, Univer-
sity of Toronto Friends of Cuba, and Worker
to Worker Canada-Cuba Labor Solidarity.

Dan Heap. recently retired member of
Parliament, who made a fact-finding trip to
Cuba to get the truth out about how the
Cuban people are dealing with the present
economic crisis, chaired the meeting. He
was introduced by Maria Carrusca, presi-
dent of CCFA and a leading activist in the
Friendshipment.

“This is a moral issue,” said Heap. “This
is an extremely important political move-
ment to break the U.S. blockade against
Cuba.”

Speaking on behalf of Worker to Worker
Canada-Cuba Labor Solidarity, Dave
Bleakney, a member of the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers. reported that res-
olutions demanding an end to the U.S em-
bargo had recently been adopted by
conventions of the Ontario and Newfound-
land labor federations.

Cox described some of the social gains of
the Cuban revolution, which has all but
eliminated illiteracy and reduced the infant

mortality rate to 9.4 percent, less than the
rate in many U.S. cities.

*The Cuban working people provide an
example for the whole world of a socialist
society that is being built on human solidar-
ity,” he said. “In their majority they are
determined to defend their revolution de-
spite the current severe economic crisis,
This is why the Clinton administration, like
all previous U.S. governments, is deter-
mined to destroy the revolution.™

Valanti appealed for people in Canada to
getinvolved in the February Friendshipment.
“The last time we did this the U.S. govern-
ment did not succeed in stopping us at the
Mexican border,” she said. “We have to do it
again. The Cuban people need us now, but
more important, the world needs Cuba.™

In her fund appeal, Susan Berman, a
member of Canadian Auto Workers Local
1285, said that by expanding the Friendship-
ment into Canada “we can win new forces
and put pressure on the Canadian govern-
ment to demand an end to the embargo and
renew government aid to Cuba that was cut
off in 1975."

Participants donated $1.450 toward the
$8,000 budget needed to fund trucks, driv-
ers, and the transportation of goods to Cuba.
Six volunteer drivers were introduced to the
meeting, and 15 people signed up to get
involved. For information on the Friend-
shipment Committee call (416) 947-0603 or
write to Box 743, Station F, Toronto, On-
tario, M4Y 2N6.

—CALENDAR—

NEW YORK
Manhattan

New Year’s Dance. Celebrate the 35th Anniver-
sary of the Cuban revolution. Fri., Dec. 31,9 p.m.
Dinner served. 235 W. 23rd St. (between 7th and
8th Ave.) Sponsored by Casa de las Americas.
Donation: $15. Tel: (212) 675-2584.



Clinton downplays meeting with Rushdie

BY PAT SMITH

Salman Rushdie, Indian-born author of
The Satanic Verses, said his November 24
meeting with U.S. president Bill Clinton
was “the most powerful tum of the screw”
in his effort to lift a nearly five-year-old
death sentence against him.

Clinton, however, sought to minimize
the significance of the encounter, saying
that he “meant no disrespect” to Muslims
for meeting with the author and that he
did not necessarily “‘agree with the attacks
on Islam in the book Mr. Rushdie wrote.”
White House aides told reporters that the
discussion between Rushdie and the pres-
ident in a hallway of the Old Executive
Office Building was too short to be de-
scribed properly as a meeting. Clinton said
he had only spent “a couple of minutes”
with the writer. “I hope that I will not be
misundersiood. | believe I made the right
decision,” he concluded.

Rushdie went into hiding in February
1989 after then Iranian leader Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini exhorted Muslims
around the world to execute the author and
all those who help publish or distribute The
Satanic Verses. He charged them with blas-
phemy. Tehran offered a $2 million reward
for his assassination. In July 1991, the
book’s Japanese translator was murdered.
The Italian translator survived a stabbing
attack.

Using anti-imperialist demagogy, Kho-
meini and other Iranian officials tried to
equate their defense of anti-working-class
blasphemy laws with the struggles of the op-

pressed and ex-
ploited peoples
in the Middle
East. The book
was banned in
India, South Af-
rica, Pakistan,
Egypt, and sev-
eral other coun-
tries.

Capitalist
governments
utilized the
calls for ban-
ning the book to
intensify their
attacks on
working  peo-
ple.  London,
forexample, re-
ceived aid and
comfort in its
censorship  of
Il organiza-
tions in North-
em Ireland. It
also attempted
to block distri-
bution of exposes written by British intelli-
gence agents. Bush administration officials
refused to meet with Rushdie.

In an angry response to Rushdie’s meet-
ing with Clinton, Ayatollah Mohammed
Yazdi, head of Iran’s judiciary, called the
U.S. president “the most hated man before
all the Muslims of the world.” That same
day the author met for more than an hour

Author Salman Rushdie in London last September displays his latest
novel, Midnight’s Children.

with Secretary of State Warren Christopher
and Anthony Lake, the national security ad-
viser.

“President Clinton did a brave and decent
thing in meeting with Salman Rushdie,
which he muddled by seeming to apologize
for it,” read a December 2 New York Times
editorial. The New York Post editors agreed,
“Even while insisting that he did not regret

havmg met with Rushdie, Clinton soughl to
minimize the significance of the session,
passing it off as almost a chance encounter
in the hallway. ... We wish he hadn't felt
the need 1o publicize his ex post facto sense
of cold feet.”

Right-wing politician Patrick Buchanan,
on the other hand. blasted Clinton for meet-
ing with Rushdie. In a December 1 opinion
column in the New York Post he referred to
The Satanic Verses as a “blasphemous
novel” seen in the “Islamic world as insult-
ing to the Prophet.”

“Let us face the fact,” Buchanan said.
“The way in which Rushdie exercised his
literary freedom was irresponsible and
contemptuous. People of the Muslim faith
had every right to feel wounded and in-
sulted.”

Rushdie appeared before nearly 600 peo-
ple November 23 to receive an honorary post
as visiting professor of the humanities at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

“I'm afraid I need your help because the
only weapon that I have is public opinion,”
he said. “In the end, the governments of the
democratic world will act in this matter only
if they believe it’s a matter of sufficient
interest to their own citizens and voters.
They won’t do it for me: they might do it
for you.”

Rushdie said he hoped the recognition
would help his campaign to get more sup-
port from governments. It was the author's
third public appearance in the United States
since he went into hiding.

What’s behind media hype of N.Y. train Killings?

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

On December 7 Colin Ferguson, a Brook-
lyn resident, stood up in a car of the Long
Island Railroad (LIRR) and began shooting
randomly at passengers. Ferguson killed 5
people and wounded 18 others before three
commuters on the Hicksville-bound train
stopped him. One of those injured died a few
days later. Four of the deceased were white
and two were Asian.

Capitalist politicians from U.S. president
Bill Clinton to New York City mayor-elect
Rudolph Giuliani are attempting to utilize
the outrage engendered by this horrendous
act to clamp down on democratic rights, all
under the guise of fighting crime.

This is what the hype around the LIRR

NEWS ANALYSIS

killings is all about, not about fighting vio-
lent crime.

Commenting on this tragedy, Clinton
urged Congress to rapidly pass his crime
bill proposals. The legislation allocates $22
billion to place 100,000 additional cops on
the streets and build new high-security
prisons. It also establishes boot camps for
juveniles accused of crimes for the first
time.

This bill, which was already approved by
the Senate in mid-November, represents a bi-
partisan assault on civil liberties and demo-
cratic rights won by working people in pre-
vious struggles, including the right to pre-
sumption of innocence and to a fair trial.
Among the provisions included in the Senate
package is the institution of the death penalty
for 52 federal crimes, limitation on habeas
corpus appeals of inmates on death row, and a
raft of mandatory minimum sentences.

“The bill that staggered laden out of the
Senate on November 19th has something
for every senator,” commented an article
in the November 27 issue of the Econo-
mist. “Alfonse D'Amato of New York
called for the death penalty for drug kings
not charged with murder (which is proba-
bly unconstitutional). Jesse Helms of
North Carolina wanted to ban courts from
imposing population limits in prisons.
Joining a criminal street gang has been
made illegal (so much for freedom of as-
sociation) and secret hearings will be al-
lowed in certain cases, particularly in those
involving deportations.”

By a 91-1 vote the Senate also passed the
“three strikes and you’re out” amendment.
Under this provision anyone convicted in
federal court of a third felony would auto-
matically receive life in prison without pa-
role, regardless of the offenses.

A joint conference with the House of
Representatives, which passed a slightly dif-
ferent version of the crime bill, is now
scheduled to work out the final proposals.

In a meeting with the president December
9, 57 mayors and police chiefs demanded
extra federal money to pay for more police
officers, the prosecution of juveniles as
adults, and mandatory minimum sentences
for all repeat drug sale convictions. ™I think
the American people are . . . tired of feeling
insecure, and tired of the violence,” stated
Clinton, who also praised radio stations for
banning rap songs that contain lyrics some
consider objectionable,

Attacks on democratic rights

Picking up on the law and order theme
sounded by Clinton, New York Times colum-
nist A. M. Rosenthal wrote, “America is

going through a civil crisis of criminality it

has never before experienced.” His solu-
tion? “Special courts and sentences without
parole for anybody who uses a gun while
committing a crime or even thinks of it by
carrying one.”

Recent statistics compiled by the Univer-
sity of Michigan in its twice-a-year crime sur-
vey, however, show that crime rates against
people are actually down by 27 percent and
those against property declined 31 percent. At
the same time, the number of people incarcer-
ated for more than one year in federal or state
prisons rose by 126 percent.

The Wall Street Journal laid out clearly
what the “‘anti-crime” campaign is all about
in a December 10 editorial aptly titled “Civil
Liberties or Civil Security?”

“The problem is in the streets and in the
courtrooms. The problem is a panoply of
civil liberties rulings,” stated the Journal
editors. “Put bluntly, the reigning civil-lib-
erties model has become dangerous. It needs
to be rethought.”

But the answer 1o the so-called crime
wave is not more restrictions placed on the
rights of the accused or more cops. In fact,
as the recent corruption hearings into the
New York City police department once
again exposed, most cops themselves are
up to their necks in drug dealing, bribery
payoffs, and other criminal activities.

“How about [setting up] a National Di-
rectory of Madmen?” asked the Wall Street
Journal editorial. In Denver, as in a number
of other cities, the cops compiled a secret
list of individuals they suspect of being gang
members. The roster happened to include
two of every three young Black men in the
city, many of whom had never even been
arrested. Blacks comprise only 5 percent of
the city’s population.

“They ought to call it the blacklist,” com-

mented Rev. Oscar Tillman, an official of
the NAACP in Denver. “This is harassment.
It's not a crackdown on gangs; it’s a crack-
down on Blacks.”

When news of the shooting on the Long
Island Railroad first broke, many reports in
the media attempted to portray the action by
Ferguson, who is a Jamaican-born Black, as
a racial crime aimed at retaliating against
whites. Some reports even pitched it as a
conscious radical political act. But the mur-
der was not motivated by racism. It was the
senseless act of a disturbed man like many
others bred by the alienation and breakdown
in human solidarity that are rampant in a
capitalist society.

Violence and crime have their roots in
society divided in social classes. From
forcibly driving peasants off the land to
toil in the factories to numerous imperi-
alist slaughters of working people around
the world — with the U.S.-organized as-
saults in Panama, Iraq, and Somalia as
the most recent — capitalism “comes
dripping from head to foot from every
pore, with blood and dirt,” as Karl Marx
described it.

In fact, some of the most notorious
world-class criminals sit in the White
House and the chambers of the U.S. Con-
gress. Attorney General Janet Reno, who
ordered the massacre in Waco, Texas, is a
good example.

The vicious dog-eat-dog nature of com-

petition in a capitalist society also creates a
layer of people who have lost any sense of
human solidarity. Capitalism breeds despair
and alienation within the working class as
well, leading to all kinds of violence by and
against working people, including and fore-
most within the family.

It's not vulgar rap songs or television
shows depicting violence that lead to
crime. They are simply a reflection of
growing alienation within capitalist soci-
ety. Censorship of such songs or movies
won't solve the crime problem.

Allowing democratic rights 1o be
hacked away only strengthens the real
source of violence and crime in this so-
ciety — the capitalist rulers and their so-
cial system.

What's needed is a social movement of
fighting workers and their allies to defend
themselves from the social devastation
brought on by capitalism. Assaults and vio-
lence within the working class decline in
times of growing politicization, organization,
and class-struggle action, accompanied by a
growing self-confidence of working people.
This was the case, forexample, during the rise
of industrial unions in the 1930s, the civil
rights movement in the 1960s, and during
times of revolutionary struggles in many
countries around the world.

Human solidarity, which in our epoch
means working-class solidarity, is the only
answer to the so-called crime wave.
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PUBLISHED 65 YEARS IN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING PEOPLE

‘Militant’ fund tops $88,000!

BY SARA LOBMAN

When the Militant staff arrived
at work the moming of December
14, the envelopes were already
piled high on the desk. And they
kept coming in. By 12 noon — the
official end of the $75,000 Militant
and Perspectiva Mundial Anniver-
sary Fund — more than $85.000
had been contributed toward the
drive! Twenty-four hours later,
when volunteers from New York
finally closed the books, the total
had climbed to $88,972.66.

All told, more than 800 Militant
readers and supporters contributed
to the fund. Participants included
rail workers, meatpackers, and gar-
ment workers, as well as farmers
and students. Opponents of Wash-
ington’s cold war against the Cuban
revolution gave generously.

“I am writing this letter to con-
gratulate the Militant on its 65th
anniversary,” wrote Mitch Monser-
ret, a chemical worker from Utah.
“I have been a subscriber for two
years and have found that the infor-
mation | can get on the working
class and labor union struggles is
very hard to find elsewhere.”

“For supporting and propagating
socialism,” Lisa Stolarski penned
on the bottom of her check. Stolar-
ski is part of a group of young
Militant readers from Edinboro,
Pennsylvania, who collected $275
toward the fund.

Contributions didn’t just come
from across the United States. Sup-
porters in Brussels, Belgium, called
the office as the fund campaign
drew to a close. A $100 check was
on its way, they reported.

*I don't own stock in IBM and |
don't buy South African Kruger-
rands,” Rosalie Majka explained to
an anniversary fund meeting in San
Francisco. “I'm an oil refinery
worker and what’s important to me
is knowing that while working peo-

Iowa hog farmer Larry Ginter (left) and Barbara Bowman study the
display at a December 11 meeting in Des Moines organized to celebrate

the 65th anniversary of the Militant.

ple don't always win right now, we
are fighting back once in a while —
that’s more than any other newspa-
per tells me.”

San Francisco was one of several
cities where supporters organized
public meetings to build the fund
during the last weekend of the drive.
Events in Cleveland, Boston, Des
Moines. lowa, and St. Louis also
helped push the drive over the top.

‘In full and on time’

The anniversary fund was com-
pleted in the best of the Militant’s
traditions — in full and on time.
The first time this slogan was used,
in fact, was during the $12,000 fund
launched in the pages of the Mili-
tant in the fall of 1949. Supporters
have pledged *to make all the nec-
essary sacrifices to raise their quo-
tas IN FULL AND ON TIME,"
James Cannon wrote in the article
launching that drive.

In the *Appeal to our readers’ that
opened the fund 10 weeks ago, we
explained that “a working-class
newspaper like the Militant can

E
Goal Paid  Percentage ‘
- Salt Lake City $2,500 $3.402 136% 66.700
Miami $2,000 $2,607 130% :
San Diego $500 $650 130%
Atlanta $2,750 $3,562 130%
Newark, NJ $4.000 $4.959 124% 58 300
San Francisco $6,500 $7,993 123% ‘
Philadelphia™ $4,000 $4,630 116%
Seattle* $3,500 $4,044 116%
Des Moines, |1A $2.000 $2.305 115% 50 OOD
Manhattan $4,000 $4,594 115% itk
- : Greensboro, NC  $2,000 $2,283 114%
Militant/Ruth Nebbia Boston $3,000 $3,258 109%
Washington, D.C.*  $3,200 $3,446 108% 41 700
Twin Cities, MN*  $5,500 $5,898 107% C
Birmingham, AL $2,000 $2,112 106%
only get the money it needs to pub- Houston $3,000 $3.127 104%
lish each week from the efforts and Detroit $3,500 $3,579 102% 33300
contributions of people who value St. Louis $3,350 $3,425 102% /
its revolutionary perspective.” Chicago $5,000 $5,110 102%
The appeal pointed to two ways Morgantown, WV §$1,250 $1,262 101%
for readers to help raise the neces- Pittsburgh* $3,000 $3,016 101%
sary funds: contribute to the anni- Brooklyn $3,000 $3,011 100% 25,000
versary fund and join in the cam- Cincinnati $300 $300 100%
paign to win thousands of new read- Edinboro, PA $275 $275 100%
ers to the Militant and Perspecli.va Los Angeles $6,500 $6,500 100%
Mundial. “The sales of subscrip- Cleveland $2.750 $2.492 91% 16,700
tions and single copies are the hfc‘:'- Albany, NY $200 $153 77%
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Gov’t informant said he built Trade Center bomb

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS

NEW YORK — The main government
informant in the alleged conspiracy to blow
up New York City landmarks said he built
the deadly bomb detonated last February at
the World Trade Center, tape ftranscripts
show.

The government has tried to tie the con-
spiracy case to the Trade Center bombing
trial, which is now underway.

The informer, Emad Salem, is a former
Egyptian army officer. He recorded the tapes
secretly during conversations with FBI
agent John Anticev. Salem is also an explo-
sive and demolition expert.

Reuters obtained a copy of the transcripts,
which have not been made public.

Government informer Emad Salem (center) with Muslim
cleric Omar Abdel Rahman at news conference in June.
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Speaking with the agent about his ex-
penses last April, Salem defends the costs
by saying they were pushed higher by the
building of the Trade Center bomb.

Told that his expenses had been “out of
the ordinary,” he replies, “I don’t think that
because we was start already building the
bomb, which is went off in the World Trade
Center.”

He claims that the bomb was built “by
supervision from the Bureau [FBI] and the
D.A. [District Attorney]."”

“We know that the bomb start to be built,
By who? By your confidential informant.
What a wonderful great case,” Salem says.

The February 26 blast at the world’s larg-
est office complex killed six people, injured
more than 1,000, and
caused a half-billion dollars
worth of damage.

Government agents ar-
rested and accused four
people of planning and exe-
cuting the bombing. The
Trade Center trial is in its
11th week in federal court.
Prosecutors admit they have
no eyewitness testimony
putting any of the four de-
fendants in the current trial
at the scene of the under-
ground garage where the
explosion occurred.

In a related frame-up
case, the government has
charged 15 men, including
Muslim cleric Omar Abdel
Rahman, of conspiring to
“levy a war of urban terror-
ism against the United
States.” The men were ar-
rested months after the
Trade Center bombing.
Charges include the assassi-
nation of Israeli ultrarightist
Meir Kahane in 1990, an
alleged plot to bomb the
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United Nations and the Lincoln and Holland
tunnels in New York City, and another plot
to kill Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak.
No evidence has been presented to link the
men to any specific illegal act. This trial is
scheduled to open early next year.

Government has no evidence

On December 7, one of the prosecu-
tion's key witnesses in the Trade Center
trial failed to identify any of the defen-
dants. The prosecution had implied that
Willie Moosh, a gas station attendant in
Jersey City, New Jersey, would point to
defendants Mahmud Abouhalima and Mo-
hammed Salameh as the individuals who,
nine hours before the explosion, came by
the station where he worked driving a yel-
low Ryder van. Investigators claim one of
the defendants rented the van and used it
to transport the bomb that exploded be-
neath the Trade Center. Instead, the witness
pointed to two jurors when asked to iden-
tify the two men he said he had seen driv-
ing the van,

Lacking any hard facts to back up its
accusations, the government has tried 10
build its case with insinuations based on
pieces of circumstantial evidence, peppered
with warnings of “Arab terror” and “Islamic
fundamentalism.”

Defense lawyers in the conspiracy trial
said they will use Salem’s remarks to under-
mine his testimony, expected to be a key part
of the government’s case.

“We believe Emad Salem bombed the
World Trade Center,” said Ronald Kuby,
who, with his partner, civil rights lawyer
William Kunstler, represents two of the de-
fendants in the conspiracy case. The two
lawyers presented their opinion in a letter to
Judge Michael Mukasey, who is scheduled
to preside over that trial.

In a separate letter to Mukasey, Assistant
U.S. Attorney Andrew McCarthy said the
defense lawyers’ depiction of the tape re-

cording was misleading. McCarthy also
asked the judge to stop the lawyers from
spreading their opinions. Kunstler re-
sponded by citing his free speech rights.

It is unclear from the transcript whether
Salem is actually admitting he participated
in the bombing or simply that he manufac-
tured the explosive.

FBI spokesman Joseph Valiquete de-
clined to comment on the transcripts.

Salem’s credibility as a witness for the
government is crumbling, however. The for-
mer Egyptian army officer was paid $1.5
million by the FBI.

During taped conversations, Salem com-
plains that Anticev was “breaking my spirit
to work™ and that the FBI was “stingy"
about paying his expenses.

Ear trouble

According to the defense, Salem drove
the yellow Ryder rental van to the Trade
Center garage and then hung around the
vicinity waiting for the bomb inside to go
off.

“When it wenl off, the blast caused him
to suffer ear damage,” Kunstler told
Reuters. “Our medical experts have indi-
cated that the symptoms Salem complained
of are consistent with exposure to blast
concussion or extremely loud noise,”
added Kuby.

Salem was admitted to St. Clare’s Hospi-
tal in New York on the afternoon of the noon
bombing, according to the lawyers. The hos-
pital refused to confirm whether he was a
patient.

But the lawyers said Salem stayed three
to four days and was diagnosed as having
“vertigo™ stemming from a middle-ear dis-
turbance.

These latest revelations may cause the
government’s frame-up, in both the World
Trade Center trial and the conspiracy case,
to unravel.



Typesetting and doing page layouts for the Militant on computers in composition Jackhammering to clear away old floor
room in its new location in the heart of the printshop.

Militant/Greg Rosenberg

filled with potholes.
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Leveling out concrete floor in press room to pre-
pare installation of remanufactured web press.

Volunteers upgrade Pathf 1nder prlntshop

BY GREG ROSENBERG

NEW YORK — More than 100 volun-
teers from throughout the northeastern
United States poured into the Pathfinder
Building over the December 12-13 week-
end. With a lot of enthusiasm and careful
organization they moved the composition
department of the shop that prints Pathfinder
books, the Militant, and Perspectiva Mun-
dial into newly renovated offices at the cen-
ter of the printing plant.

The volunteers also poured new concrete
floors and rebuilt sections of the shop in
preparation for a remanufactured web press,
to be installed December 18-19.

“The latest stage in upgrading the produc-
tion of communist books, pamphlets. and
newspapers is well on its way to implemen-
tation,” said Ove Aspoy, plant manager of
the printshop.

As the first snowstorm of the season blew
an arctic chill into New York City, the Path-
finder printshop became a hotbed of activity.
Jackhammers roared and dust flew. Armed
with sledgechammers, wheelbarrows. bags
of cement, sand, and stones, and using a lot
of elbow grease, volunteers from New York,
New Jersey, Baltimore, Boston, Philadel-
phia, Washington, D.C., and Houston joined
the effort.

Volunteers accomplished their goal: put-
ting the printshop in a better position to meet
the growing demand around the world for
Pathfinder books by upgrading the facility’s
physical plant and organization.

As the capitalist system hurdles millions
to joblessness, off their land, or to imperial-
ist wars, more working people and youth —
from New York to Tokyo — are reaching for
socialist periodicals and books.

Pathfinder currently publishes 240 titles.
Fifteen of the publisher’s books and pam-
phlets are out of stock at the moment and need
to be reprinted. In the next several months,
Pathfinder will reprint In Defense of Marx-

ism, Dynamics of the Cuban Revolution,

Feminism and the Marxist Movement, Fas-
cism: What It Is and How to Fight It, In De-
fense of Socialism, The Changing Face of
U.S. Politics, James P. Cannon’s Letters from
Prison, and others. This is on top of several
forthcoming new Pathfinder titles.

In August, the printshop acquired two new
German-made Heidelberg presses, These
high technology machines will enable Path-
finder to produce short runs of quality books,
at a lower cost. The shorter runs enable the
publisher 10 update book covers, ads, and
prefaces more frequently, increasing the at-
tractiveness of books on its backlist.

Composition department

Tamar Rosenfeld coordinated the move of
the composition department to its new facili-
ties and the setting up of a new office for the
printshop on the third floor. Rosenfeld. the
former production coordinator for the print-
shop, is now joining the composition depart-
ment. She took a couple minutes out to de-
scribe the move, as volunteers painted, in-
stalled molding, computer, and telephone
wire. *“Having the composition department in
the center of the printshop will be abig helpin
upgrading our skills and efficiency.” she said.

The composition room is a crucial part of
the production operation. It is where all the
copy sent by the Militant and Pathfinder
editorial offices is set and proofread. Setting
type in a production area, not in editorial
offices, allows the Militant and Pathfinder
staffs to concentrate on writing, editing, and
promotion of the publications. Having the
composition room at the center of the print-
shop facilitates improving skills in order to
produce the books and newspapers more
attractively and efficiently. The composition
department is now the first production area
that visitors see when they enter the shop.
Workers began setting type for the Militant
in the department’s new location the first
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Collating works of Marx, Engels, and other working-class leaders.

day of the move.

Volunteers com-
pleted asecond im-
portant goal. They
ripped out old and
wom sections of
the printshop floor
and poured new
concrete floors as
part of the prepara-
tion for installing a
remanufactured
web press. The
Militant is printed
on this press.

A boisterous
crew crowded the
main  printshop
floor for the con-
crete pour. which
was preceded by
jackhammer and
sledgehammer
teams demolish-
ing the old cra-
tered and uneven
sections.

Larry Lane, an
experienced mill-
wright, helped or-
ganize the pour. He explained that in placing
concrete, timing is essential. "It hardens up
fast. I’s a speed job,” he said.

Many of the volunteers had never worked
with concrete before. Despite this, the
highly choreographed operation was carried
out without a single injury during the entire
weekend.

Melissa Harris coordinated a group of 20
people on the mixing team. “We’ve got to
make sure that we mix one 94-pound bag of
cement, 2 1/2 cubic feet of sand, and 3 cubic
feet of stone,” she said, to prevent a bad
batch. The pour ook about 6,175 pounds of
cement, 9,000 pounds of sand, and 15,000
pounds of stones. It was accomplished in
one day.

As the mixing team raced to keep up, a
team of wheelbarrow operators lined up at
a chuming cement mixer, then took the
concrete to the pour areas, where other
teams leveled the still wet concrete.

Volunteers also cut new channels for the
web press circulation system, poured con-
crete over new plumbing, and began a fresh
paint job on the walls surrounding the area.

Web operator Larry Lukecart said these
modifications would result in a safer work
place that would help improve efficiency.
“The floor in here was getting potholes.”
said Lukecart. “When we move paper
around the shop on dollies, the heavy rolls
would get stuck in these craters. The new
floor is a big improvement.”

The following week, workers will com-
plete the finishing touches on new electrical
and plumbing connections for the web.

A special project over the weekend in-
volved collating books and notebooks for the
Socialist Workers Party leadership school,
which will hold its next session in 1994, “By
the end of today,” said Maggie Trowe, who
attended the school in 1985, “we will have as-
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Volunteer Ted Leonard lays out tasks for day at morning huddle

sembled 14 sets of books by leaders of the in-
ternational working-class movement for stu-
dents at the next session of the school. Each
set consists of 42 books — from biographies
of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels to Marx’s
Capital,” she said. “In addition, when the
school begins, each of the 14 students will
bring or buy their own set of the Collected
Works of Marx and Engels,” for the six-
month session.

While these projects progressed, other
teams cleared ice from sidewalks, repaired
the floor in the basement, cleaned out the
bottom of the elevator shaft, and stripped
and waxed floors.

At the end of the weekend, participants
bought 60 books left over from the leadership
school project at a special sale. Among the
purchasers were several young people who
were in the Pathfinder building for the first
time.

“The whole effort inspires me with a lot
of confidence,"” said Karl Pupan, a 25-year-
old volunteer who came up from Baltimore.
This was his first visit to the Pathfinder
printshop. The socialist movement “focuses
on working-class confidence in ourselves.
This project shows that we can do it. We
don’t need some capitalist politicians to tell
us what to do.”

One of the things that has made the up-
grading of the Pathfinder building and ex-
pansion of the printshop possible is contri-
butions by friends and supporters. Rail
workers, auto workers, and others have
made substantial contributions to the Capi-
tal Expansion Fund from bonuses, buyouts,
and other windfalls. In addition, those who
find themselves in special circumstances
can make contributions of $1,000 or more.

To make a donation write to the Capital
Expansion Fund, 406 West St., New York,
NY 10014,
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Fascism: what it is and how to fight it

Newly reprinted Pathfinder pamphlet offers valuable lessons for today

“The historic function of fascism is to
smash the working class, destroy its or-
ganizations, and stifle political liberties
when the capitalists find themselves un-
able to govern and dominate with the help
of democratic machinery.

“The advanced workers must know
that they will have to fight and win a
struggle to the death.”

This is the central message of Russian
revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky in the
newly reprinted Pathfinder pamphlet
Fascism: What It Is and How To Fight It.
Writing in the heat of struggle against the
rising fascist movement in
Europe in the 1930s, Trotsky ex-
amines the origin and nature of
fascism and advances a working-
class strategy to combat it.

Today, in a period of world-
wide economic depression when
incipient fascist movements rear
their ugly heads and grow once
again, fighting workers, farm-
ers, and young people will find
invaluable lessons in Trotsky’s
writings. We are reproducing
below excerpts from this book-
let. Copyright © by Pathfinder
Press, reprinted by permission.

BY LEON TROTSKY
Fascism — What Is It?

What is fascism? The name
originated in ltaly. Were all the
forms of counterrevolutionary dic-
tatorship fascist or not (that is to say,
prior to the advent of fascism in It-
aly)?

The former dictatorship in
Spain of Primo de Rivera, 1923-
30, is called a fascist dictatorship
by the Comintern [Communist In-
temational]. Is this correct or not?
We believe that it is incorrect.

The fascistmovement in ftaly was a sponta-
neous movement of large masses, with new
leaders from the rank and file. It is a plebeian
movement in origin, directed and financed by
big capitalist powers. It issued forth from the
petty bourgeoisie, the slum proletariat, and
even 10 a certain extent from the proletarian
masses; Mussolini, a former socialist, is a
“self-made” man arising from this movement.

Primo de Rivera was an aristocrat. He
occupied a high military and bureaucratic
post and was chief governor of Cataloma.
He accomplished his overthrow with the aid
of state and military forces. The dictator-
ships of Spain and Italy are two totally
different forms of dictatorship. It is neces-
sary to distinguish between them. Mussolini
had difficulty in reconciling many old mili-
tary institutions with the fascist militia. This
problem did not exist for Primo de Rivera.

The movement in Germany is analogous
mostly to the Italian. It is 2 mass movement,
with its leaders employing a great deal of
socialist demagogy. This is necessary for the
creation of the mass movement.

Fascism, Trotsky explains,
has been able to conquer
only in those countries
where conservative
workers' parties blocked
the proletariat from
utilizing a revolutionary
situation to seize power.
Booklet $3.00

by Daniel Guerin

8 The Militant

FOR FURTHER READING

Fascism: The Jewish
What It Is Question
and How to A MARXIST
Fight It INTERPRETATION
by Leon Trotsky by Abram Leon

Explains the historical
roots of anti-Semitism
and how in times of
social crisis it is used by
the capitalists to mobilize
reactionary forces against
the labor movement and
divide working people in
face of their common
exploiters. $17.95

Examines the development of fascism in Germany and Italy and its
relationship with the ruling capitalist families there. $19.95

Availeble at bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or at the address below. If ordering by mail,
please add $3.00 for the first title and $0.50 for each additional book to cover postage and handling.

Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, NY 10014.Fax (212) 727-0150
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The genuine basis (for fascism) is the petty
bourgeoisie. In Italy it has a very large base
— the petty bourgeoisie of the towns and cit-
ies, and the peasantry. In Germany, likewise,
there is a large base for fascism. . . .

It may be said, and this is true to a certain
extent, that the new middle class, the func-
tionaries of the state, the private administra-
tors, etc., can constitute such a base. But this
is a new question that must be analyzed. . . .

(Extracts from a letter to an English com-
rade, November 15, 1931; printed in The
Militant, January 16, 1932.)
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How Mussolini Triumphed

At the moment that the “normal” police
and military resources of the bourgeois dic-
tatorship, together with their parliamentary
screens, no longer suffice to hold society in
a state of equilibrium —the tumm of the
fascist regime arrives. Through the fascist
agency, capitalism sets in motion the masses
of the crazed petty bourgeoisie and the
bands of declassed and demoralized lum-
penproletariat — all the countless human
beings whom finance capital itself has
brought to desperation and frenzy.

From fascism the bourgeoisie demands a
thorough job: once it has resorted to meth-
ods of civil war, it insists on having peace
for a period of years. And the fascist agency,
by utilizing the petty bourgeoisie as a bat-
tering ram, by overwhelming all obstacles
in its path, does a thorough job.

After fascism is victorious, finance capi-
tal directly and immediately gathers into its
hands, as in a vise of steel, all the organs
and institutions of sovereignty, the execu-
tive, administrative, and educational powers

of the state: the entire state apparatus to-
gether with the army, the municipalities, the
universities, the schools, the press, the trade
unions, and the cooperatives.

When a state turns fascist, it does not
mean only that the forms and methods of
government are changed in accordance with
the pattems set by Mussolini — the changes
in this sphere ultimately play a minor role
— but it means first of all for the most part
that the workers' organizations are annihi-
lated; that the proletariat is reduced to an
amorphous state; and that a system of ad-
ministration is created which penetrates

Armed workers’ demonstration during 1918 revolution in Berlin. Fascists came to power in Germany and
Italy after the Stalinist and social democratic misleaders betrayed the revolutionary movement. The
victories of the fascists against the labor movement in the 1930s enabled the capitalist classes to lead
humanity into the imperialist slaughter of World War 11

deeply into the masses and which serves to
frustrate the independent crystallization of
the proletariat. Therein precisely is the gist
of fascism. . ..

* £ *

Italian fascism was the immediate out-
growth of the betrayal by the reformists of the
uprising of the [talian proletariat. From the
time the [first world] war ended, there was an
upward trend in the revolutionary movement
in [taly, and in September 1920 it resulted in
the seizure of factories and industries by the
workers. The dictatorship of the proletaniat
was an actual fact; all that was lacking was 1o
organize it and to draw from it all the neces-
sary conclusions. The social democracy took
fright and sprang back. After its bold and he-
roic exertions, the proletariat was left facing
the void. The disruption of the revolutionary
movement became the most important factor
in the growth of fascism. In September, the
revolutionary advance came o a standstill;
and November already witnessed the first
major demonstration of the fascists (the sei-
zure of Bologna).'

True, the proletariat, even after the Sep-
tember catastrophe, was capable of waging
defensive battles. But the social democracy
was concerned with only one thing: to with-
draw the workers from combat at the cost of
one concession after another. The social de-
mocracy hoped that the docile conduct of the
workers would restore the “public opinion™
of the bourgeoisie against the fascists. More-
over, the reformists even banked strongly
upon the help of King Victor Emmanuel. To
the last hour, they restrained the workers with
might and main from giving battle to Mus-
solini’s bands. It availed them nothing.

The crown, along with the upper crust of
the bourgeoisie, swung over to the side of
fascism. Convinced at the last moment that
fascism was not to be checked by obedience.
the social democrats issued a call to the
workers for a general strike. But their proc-
lamation suffered a fiasco. The reformists
had dampened the powder so long, in their
fear lest it should explode, that when they
finally with a trembling hand did apply a
bumning fuse to it, the powder did not catch.

Two years after its inception, fascism was
in power. It entrenched itself thanks to the fact
that the first period of its overlordship coin-

cided with a favorable economic conjuncture,
which followed the depression of 1921-22.
The fascists crushed the retreating proletariat
by the onrushing forces of the petty bourgeoi-
sie. But this was not achieved at a single blow.

Even after he assumed power, Mussolini
proceeded on his course with due caution: he
lacked as yet readymade models. During the
first two years, not even the constitution was
altered. The fascist government took on the
character of a coalition. In the meantime, the
fascist bands were busy at work with clubs,
knives, and pistols. Only thus was the fascist
government created slowly, which meant the
complete strangulation of all inde-
pendent mass organizations.

Mussolini attained this at the
cost of bureaucratizing the fascist
party itself. After utilizing the on-
rushing forces of the petty bour-
geoisie, fascism strangled it within
the vise of the bourgeois state.
Mussolini could not have done
otherwise, for the disillusionment
of the masses he had united was
precipitating itself into the most
immediate danger ahead.

Fascism, become bureaucratic,
approaches very closely 1o other
forms of military and police dicta-
torship. It no longer possesses its
former social support. The chief re-
serve of fascism — the petty bour-
geoisie — has been depleted. Only
historical inertia enables the fascist
government to keep the proletariat
in a state of dispersion and helpless-
ness. . . .

In its politics as regards Hitler,
the German social democracy has
not been able to add a single word:
all it does is repeat more ponder-
ously whatever the ltalian refor-
mists in their own time performed
with greater flights of tempera-
ment. The latter explained fascism as a
postwar psychosis; the German social de-
mocracy sees in it a “Versailles™ or crisis
psychosis.? In both instances the reformists
shut their eyes 1o the organic character of
fascism as a mass movement growing out
of the collapse of capitalism.

Fearful of the revolutionary mobilization
of the workers, the ltalian reformists banked
all their hopes on the “state.” Their slogan
was, “Help! Victor Emmanuel, exert pres-
sure!” The German social democracy lacks
such a democratic bulwark as a monarch
loyal to the constitution. So they must be
content with a president — *“Help! Hinden-
burg,® exert pressure!™

While waging battle against Mussolini,
that is, while retreating before him, Turati*
let loose his dazzling motto, “One must
have the manhood to be a coward.” The
German reformists are less frisky with their
slogans. They demand “Courage under un-
popularity” (Mut zur Unpopularitaet) —
which amounts to the same thing, One must
not be afraid of the unpopularity which has
been aroused by one’s own cowardly tem-
porizing with the enemy.

Identical causes produce identical ef-
fects. Were the march of events dependent
upon the social-democratic party leader-
ship, Hitler’s career would be assured.

One must admit, however, that the Ger-
man Communist Party has also learned little
from the Italian experience.

The Italian Communist Party came into
being almost simultaneously with fascism.
But the same conditions of revolutionary
ebb tide, which carried the fascists to power,
served to deter the development of the
Communist Party. It did not give itself an
accounting as to the full sweep of the fascist
danger; it lulled itself with revolutionary
illusions; it was irreconcilably antagonistic
to the policy of the united front; in short, it
was stricken with all the infantile diseases.
Small wonder! It was only two years old.
In its eyes, fascism appeared to be only
“capitalist reaction.”

The particular traits of fascism which
spring from the mobilization of the petty
bourgeoisie against the proletariat, the Com-
munist Party was unable to discemn. Italian
comrades inform me that, with the sole excep-
tion of Gramsci,® the Communist Party would



not even allow for the possibil-
ity of the fascists’ seizing
power. Once the proletarian
revolution had suffered defeat,
once capitalism had held its
ground and the counterrevolu-
tion had triumphed, how could
there be any further kind of
counterrevolutionary up-
heaval? How could the bour-
geoisie rise up against itself!
Such was the gist of the politi-
cal orientation of the ltalian
Communist Party. . . .

The brunt of the blame must
be borne, of course, by the
leadership of the Comintern.
Italian Communists above all others were
duty-bound (o raise their voices in alarm. . . .

(From What Next? Vital Questions for the
German Proletariat, 1932.)

Fascist Danger Looms in Germany

The official press of the Comintern is
now depicting the results of the [Septem-
ber 1930] German elections as a prodi-
gious victory of Communism, which
places on the order of the day the slogan
of a Soviet Germany. The bureaucratic op-
timists do not want to reflect upon the
meaning of the relation of forces which is
disclosed by the election statistics. They
examine the figure of the increased Com-
munist vote independently of the revolu-
tionary tasks created by the situation and
the obstacles it sets up.

The Communist Party received around
4,600,000 votes as against 3,300,000 in 1928.
From the viewpoint of “normal” parliamen-
tary mechanics, the gain of 1,300,000 votes is
considerable, even if we take into considera-
tion the rise in the total number of voters. But
the gain of the party pales completely beside
the leap of fascism from 800,000 to 6,400,000
votes. Of no less important significance for
evaluating the elections is the fact that the so-
cial democracy, in spite of substantial losses,
retained its basic cadres and still received a
considerably greater number of workers’
votes [8,600,000] than the Communist Party.

Meanwhile, if we should ask ourselves,
“What combination of international and do-
mestic circumstances could be capable of
turning the working class towards Commu-
nism with greater velocity 7" we could not find
an example of more favorable circumstances
forsuch a tum than the situation in present-day
Germany: Young's noose.® the economic cri-
sis, the disintegration of the rulers, the crisis of
parliamentarism, the terrific self-exposure of
the social democracy in power. From the
viewpoint of these concrete historical circum-
stances, the specific gravity of the German
Communist Party in the social life of the coun-
try, in spite of the gain of 1,300,000 votes, re-
mains proportionately small.

The weakness of the positions of Commu-
nism, inextricably bound up with the policy
and regime of the Comintern. is revealed
more clearly if we compare the present social
weight of the Communist Party with those
concrete and unpostponable tasks which the
present historical circumstances put before it.

It is true that the Communist Party itself
did not expect such a gain. But this proves
that under the blows of mistakes and defeats,
the leadership of the Communist parties has
become unused to big aims and perspec-
tives. If yesterday it underestimated its own
possibilities, then today it once more under-
estimates the difficulties. In this way, one
danger is multiplied by another.

In the meantime, the first characteristic of
a really revolutionary party is — to be able
to look reality in the face.

* * *

In order that the social crisis may bring
about the proletarian revolution, it is neces-
sary hat, besides other conditions, a deci-
sive shift of the petty bourgeois classes oc-
curs in the direction of the proletariat. This
gives the proletariat a chance to put itself at
the head of the nation as its leader.

The last election revealed — and this is
where its principal symptomatic significance
lies — a shiftin the opposite direction. Under
the blow of the crisis, the petty bourgeoisie

Storm troopers and Nazis occupy union offices in Berlin in 1933 »

swung, not in the direction of the proletarian
revolution, butin the direction of the most ex-
treme imperialist reaction, pulling behind it
considerable sections of the proletariat.

The gigantic growth of National Social-
ism is an expression of two factors: a deep
social crisis, throwing the petty bourgeois
masses off balance, and the lack of a revo-
lutionary party that would be regarded by
the masses of the people as an acknow-
ledged revolutionary leader.

If the Communist Party is the party of
revolutionary hope, then fascism, as a
mass movement, is the party of counter-
revolutionary despair. When revolutionary
hope embraces the whole proletarian mass,
it inevitably pulls behind it on the road of
revolution considerable and growing sec-
tions of the petty bourgeoisie. Precisely in
this sphere the election revealed the oppo-
site picture: counterrevolutionary despair
embraced the petty bourgeois mass with
such a force that it drew behind it many
sections of the proletariat. . . .

Fascism in Germany has become a real
danger, as an acute expression of the helpless
position of the bourgeois regime, the conser-
vative role of the social democracy in this re-
gime, and the accumulated powerlessness of
the Communist Party to abolish it. Whoever
denies this is either blind or a braggart. . . .

* * *

From Moscow, the signal has already
been given for a policy of bureaucratic pres-
tige which covers up the mistakes of yester-
day and prepares tomorrow’s by false cries
about the new triumph of the line. Mon-
strously exaggerating the victory of the
party, monstrously underestimating the dif-
ficulties, interpreting even the success of
fascism as a positive factor for the proletar-
ian revolution, Pravda nevertheless ex-
plains briefly: “The successes of the party
should not make us dizzy.”

The treacherous policy of the Stalinist
leadership is true to itself even here. The
analysis of the situation is given in the spirit
of uncritical ultraleftism. In this way the
party is consciously pushed on the road of
adventurism. Al the same time, Stalin pre-
pares his alibi in advance with the aid of the
ritualistic phrase about “dizziness."” It is pre-
cisely this policy, shortsighted, unscrupu-
lous, that may ruin the German revolution.

* * *

Can the strength of the conservative re-
sistance of the social-democratic workers be
calculated beforehand? It cannot. In the light
of the events of the past year, this strength
seems (o be gigantic. But the truth is that
what helped most of all to weld together
social democracy was the wrong policy of
the Communist Party, which found its high-
est generalization in the absurd theory of
social fascism. To measure the real resis-
tance of the social democratic ranks, a dif-
ferent measuring instrument is required, that
is, a correct Communist tactic. With this
condition — and it is not a small condition
the degree of internal unity of the social
democracy can be revealed in a compara-
tively brief period. . . .

If the Communist Party, in spite of the ex-
ceptionally favorable circumstances, has
proved powerless seriously to shake the struc-
ture of the social democracy with the aid of the
formula of “'social fascism,” then real fascism
now threatens this structure, no longer with
wordy formulas of so-called radicalism, but
with the chemical formulas of explosives. No

matter how true it is that the social democracy
by its whole policy prepared the blossoming
of fascism, it is no less true that fascism comes
forward as a deadly threat primarily to that
same social democracy, all of whose magnifi-
cence is inextricably bound with parliamen-
tary-democratic-pacifist forms and methods
of government. . . .

The policy of a united front of the workers
against fascism flows from this situation. [t
opens up tremendous possibilities to the
Communist Party. A condition for success,
however, is the rejection of the theory and
practice of “social fascism.” the harm of
which becomes a positive menace under the
present circumstances.

The social crisis will inevitably produce
deep cleavages within the social democracy.
The radicalization of the masses will affect
the social democrats. We will inevitably have
to make agreements with the various social-
democratic organizations and factions
against fascism, putting definite conditions in
this connection to the leaders, before the eyes
of the masses. . . . We must return from the
empty official phrase about the united frontto

the policy of the united front as
it was formulated by Lenin and
always applied by the Bolshe-
viksin 1917.

(From The Turn in the
Communist International and
the German Situation, 1930.)

1. The fascist campaign of violence be-
gan in Bologna, November 21, 1902. when
the social-democmatic councilmen, victon-
ous in the municipal clections, emerged
from city hall to present the new mayor,
they were met by gunfire in which tens were
killed and a hundred wounded. The fascists
followed up with “punitive expeditions™
into the surrounding countryside, a strong-
hold of the “Red Leagues.” Blackshirt "“ac-
tion squadrons™ in vehicles supplied by big
landowners, ok over villages in lightning
raids, beating and killing leftist peasant and labor leaders,
wreeking radical headquanters and terrorizing the populace.
Emboldened by their easy successes, the fascists then launched
large-scale attacks in the big cities.

2. The Versailles Treaty, imposed on Germany at the end
of World War [ its most hated feature was the unending tnbute
to the victorious allies in the form of “reparations” for war
damages and losses. The crisis referred to was the economic
depression that swept the capitalist world after the Wall Street
crash of 1929,

3. Freld Marshall Paul von Hindenburg ( 1847-1934), Junker
general who gained fame in World War | and later became
president of the Weimar Republic. In 1932 the social democrats
supponied him for reelection as a “lesser evil” to the Nazis. He
appointed Hitler chancellor in January 1933

4. Filippo Turan (1857-1932). Leading reformist theoreti-
cian of the Itahian Socialist Party.

S. Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937). A founder of the ltal-
ian Communist Party; imprisoned by Mussolini in 1926, he
died in prison eleven years later. He sent a letter from prison,
in the name of the lwlian party's political committee, pro-
testing Stalin's campaign against the Left Opposition. Togli-
atti, then in Moscow as the lalian representative to the
Comintern. suppressed the letter. Throughout the Stalin era
Gramsci's memory was deliberately effaced. In the period
of de-Stalinization. however, he was “rediscovered™ by the
Italian Communist Party and officially enshrined as a hero
and martyr. Smce then there has been considerable intema-
tipmal weclarm of his theoretical writings, particularly his
prison notebooks,

6. The Young Plan. After Owen D, Young, American big
businessman, who was Agent-General for German Reparations
dunng the ni t . In the of 1929 he was
chairman of the conference that adopted his pian, replacing the
unsuccessful Dawes Plan, to “facilitate™ Germany's payment
of reparations. See note 2.

inder)] PATHFINDER
AROUND THE WORLD

BY DUANE STILLWELL

Pathfinder, located in New York with
distributors in Australia, Britain, and
Canada, publishes the works of work-
ing-class and communist leaders of the
worldwide struggles against exploitation
and oppression. Pathfinder bookstores
are listed in the directory on page 12.

The Manhattan Pathfinder bookstore
took advantage of the special offer fea-
turing the new book Nelson Mandela
Speaks: Forging a Democratic, Nonra-
cial South Africa and related titles to
relaunch their Readers Club newsletter.
An attractive package mailed to Read-
ers Club members in New York in-
cluded the redesigned newsletter along
with a special holiday sale offer featur-
ing 17 Pathfinder titles. The package
also included a leaflet advertising a se-
ries of four classes on Pathfinder’s re-
cent title 7o See the Dawn: Baku, 1920
— First Congress of the Peoples of the
East, 1o be held at the Manhattan Path-
finder bookstore.

Nelson Mandela Speaks is the lead title
of Pathfinder’s most recent Readers Club
offer, good through December 31 at all
Pathfinder bookstores around the world.
The nine related titles will help deepen a
new reader’s understanding of the unfold-
ing revolution in South Africa.

* * *

A Pathfinder supporter in Caneyville,
Kentucky, wrote Pathfinder recently to
volunteer his time to set up Pathfinder
book tables at area campuses, flea mar-
kets, and local events, remembering the
favorable response to similar efforts sev-
eral years ago. He has decided to relaunch
Pathfinder sales in Kentucky and sent in
his first order for a wide range of Path-
finder titles.

The Miami Pathfinder bookstore had

December 27, 1993

excellent sales exceeding $1,000 in both
October and November. Three new read-
ers joined the Pathfinder Readers Club.
Supporters set up several campus and
street book tables and participated in the
Miami Intemnational Bookfair where
they sold $600 worth of books. Sales at
the renovated storefront bookstore aver-
aged $350 a month during the two
months.

* * *

New orders for Pathfinder titles that
will be required reading in college
courses include Cuba for Beginners
from the University of Illinois in Chi-
cago; Women and the Cuban Revolution
from the University of Texas at El Paso;
Revolution and Counter-Revolution in
Spain from Hillsdale College in
Hillsdale, Michigan; The History of the
Russian Revolution from the Allegheny
County Community College in Pitts-
burgh; and Socialism and Man in Cuba
from Hampshire College in Ambherst,
Massachussetts,

* * *

Pathfinder sales representatives in Brit-
ain sold over 500 books and dozens of
pamphlets in recent sales trips to Scotland
and France. Fifty-seven copies of Nelson
Mandela Speaks and 23 copies of The
Truth about Yugoslavia were sold in Scot-
land. Other big sellers there were titles on
women'’s liberation, including 20 copies
of Cosmetics, Fashions, and the Exploi-
tation of Women. In France Pathfinder
representatives linked up with volunteers
from Paris. Bookstores in Paris bought
Pathfinder books in English, Spanish, and
French, including 18 copies of Nelson
Mandela Speaks, 13 copies of The Truth
about Yugoslavia, and 10 copies of To
Speak the Truth.

The Militant 9



Ottawa bows to Washington, okays NAFTA

Working people must reject ‘Canada First’ framework of debate on trade pact

BY STEVE PENNER

MONTREAL — After  having
failed to win a single one of the
changes it had insisted were needed
in the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), the Liberal
govemment of Jean Chrétien bowed
to pressure by Washington and an-
nounced December 2 that it will im-
plement the accord with the govern-
ments of the United States and Mex-
ico. Ottawa’s announcement cleared
the last hurdle before the trade pact
takes effect January 1.

Thomas d’Aquino, president of
the Business Council on National Is-
sues, welcomed Ottawa’s decisions

NEWS
ANALYSIS

as signaling the newly elected gov-
emment’s “determination to make
Canada an aggressive player in the
North American and Latin American
markets.”

Bill Blaikie, trade critic of the New
Democratic Party (NDP), a social demo-
cratic party with links to the unions, asserted
that “the great sucking sound predicted by
[U.S. billionaire] Ross Perot as a result of
NAFTA . .. was rivaled by the great swal-
lowing sound of Jean Chrétien as he ate all
the promises the Liberals made on NAFTA
during the recent election.” Perot, a right-
wing politician, railed against Mexico in
public appearances leading up to the ap-
proval of NAFTA by the U.S. Congress
November 17.

During parliamentary elections in Can-
ada October 25 the Liberals argued that
they could win more trade concessions
from Washington than the previous Con-
servative government, They sought the es-
tablishment of a new mechanism for
resolving the rising trade disputes between
Canada and the United States, new rules
on what they considered unfair trading
practices, recognition of Ottawa’s right to
cut oil and natural gas exports to the
United States in the event of an energy
shortage, and the right to refuse to export
water in bulk to the United States and
Mexico.

Washington, however, did not accept any
of Chrétien’s proposals. Instead, the three
governments could only agree that they
would continue negotiations over the next
two years on the “unfair trade” issues raised
by Ottawa. They also released a brief joint
statement pointing out that NAFTA does not
require any country to export water.

In a last-ditch move to save face, Chrétien
issued a unilateral declaration that his gov-
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emment will “take any measures that it
deems necessary” to control the export of
oil and gas from Canada.

Despite the rejection of all of the Liberal
government’s demands for changes in the
trade pact, the Toronto Star, the main news-
paper in the country that had opposed
NAFTA, argued that while the agreement
was not “as much as we would like [it] was
probably all that was attainable.”

The capitalist rulers in Canada never
questioned the basic objective of NAFTA
— to create a North American trading bloc
that can strengthen the hand of the ruling
rich against their competitors internation-
ally and to deepen the penetration of Mex-
ico by U.S. and Canadian capital. The
Liberals had merely sought some protec-
tion from the trade battles between Wash-
ington and Ottawa.

NAFTA does not introduce substantial
changes on trading practices between Can-
ada and the United States. It follows on the
footsteps of the Free Trade Agreement en-
acted by the two govemments in [989.
Since then, however, the trade conflicts be-
tween U.S. and Canadian capitalists have
risen sharply. These disputes include bick-
ering over and punitive tariffs on steel, auto,
lumber, wheat, and pork exports.

A small imperialist power

These brawls are a reflection of the grow-
ing trade rivalries among the world’s capi-
talist rulers in the middle of an economic
depression.

Ouawa had no choice but to agree to
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Protest by brewery workers in Canada in 1988 against U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement, Profection-
ism of union officials divides working people.

NAFTA, despite Washington’s rejection of
its demands. Canada is a small imperialist
power with a domestic market of only 27
million people. Not only are its rulers highly
dependent on international trade, more than
75 percent of which is with the United
States, but they must try to win some of the
trade battles with Washington to gain greater
access to the U.S. market — by far the larg-
est in the world.

Ottawa is caught in the cross fire be-
tween the major capitalist rivals in the
United States, Japan, and Germany. There
is no way it can stand aside from the trade
wars among them. Because of Canada’s
proximity to the United States and its de-
pendence on trade with its southern neigh-
bor, Ottawa must ally isell with
Washington in the world’s trade conflicts,
as well as most shooting wars, while trying
1o win whatever economic or political con-
cessions from Washington it can.

While the Canadian ruling class is rela-
tively weak compared to that of the United
States, it rules one of the wealthiest imperi-
alist countries. Canadian capitalist monop-
olies and banks, which are among the
world’s major (ransnational corporations,
suck enormous wealth from the semicolo-
nial world through either direct investment
or loans,

The Canadian imperialists hope to be able
1o utilize NAFTA to further these aims, They
plan to use it as a weapon to win more
favorable terms of trade and investment
from countries oppressed by imperialism,
especially in Latin America and Asia. Re-
cent headlines in the Globe and Mail have
underlined this perspective: “Canada seeks
trade deal in Asia,” and “Liberals seek el-
bow room from U.S.”

For these reasons, only a small minority
of Canadian capitalists opposed NAFTA.
These wealthy families sought
to maintain or strengthen pro-
tectionist legislation for their
industries — for example In
garment, sectors of agricul-
ture, and publishing.

Protectionist campaign

Some of the politicians of
the Liberal Party, however,
joined together with the NDP,
trade union officials, and farm
and other organizations in
campaigning first against the
U.S.-Canada Free Trade
Agreement and then NAFTA.

This thoroughly chauvinist
and protectionist campaign, led
by the trade union bureaucracy,
disarmed working people to
confront the severe social and
economic problems they face.

During the recent federal
elections, the Canadian Auto
Workers ran a full page declara-
tion in their newspaper by NDP
leader Audrey McLaughlin ad-
vancing the main arguments of
the anti-NAFTA forces.

McLaughlin claimed that the
1989 Free Trade Agreement had
“been a disaster for working peo-
ple” resulting in “staggering job
losses™ reaching nearly 20 percent
of industrial employment.
“NAFTA would make things even
worse,” she said. It adds Mexico
to the trading bloc, “dramatically
increasing the pressures on Cana-
dian workers to save their jobs at
the expense of hard-won wages
and working conditions.” Not
only do Mexican workers earn
well under $2.00 an hour, many
of them work in highly competi-
tive, modern industries, the NDP
leader warned.

The claim by McLaughlin and
other anti-NAFTA campaigners
that mass unemployment and
plant shutdowns are the result of
the U.S.-Canada trade pact. of a
“made-in-Canada recession” is
totally false. The accelerating
trade conflicts between the capi-
talist powers are the inevitable re-
sult of two decades of declining
profit rates and the current world
depression, not the cause of the
economic downturn.

Claiming otherwise misdirects working
people from confronting unemployment,
the assault on social programs, and other
problems, which are products of the capi-
talist system itself.

Worst of all, the protectionist campaign
against NAFTA pits working people in Can-
ada against those in Mexico and the United
States in defense of “our” jobs, “our” indus-
tries “our” country, and “our” government.

No common Canadian interests

But there are no common Canadian inter-
ests. We live in a capitalist society where the
overwhelming majority sell their labor
power and are exploited to fatten the profits
of a tiny handful of billionaires. The govem-
ment, whether run by the Liberals or Conser-
vatives, serves the interests of the capitalist
families, not those of working people.

By accepting the common “Canada
First” framework of both the pro- and anti-
NAFTA forces, working people become
more susceptible to the arguments of capi-
talist politicians who try to scapegoat work-
ers in other countries, immigrants, Japan,
Jews, or others as being somehow respon-
sible for the economic crisis.

There are big stakes in whether or not the
labor movement rejects this chauvinist
framework.

Instead of echoing the arguments of trade
union bureaucrats or government officials
who present “American” or “Mexican”
workers as competitors, working people
should seek solidarity with fellow toilers —
in Quebec and across Canada as well as the
United States, Mexico, and elsewhere —
who can be allies in charting a course to rid
the world of capitalism and its horrors of
unemployment, racism, and war.

Canadian prime minister Jean Chrétien



Miners approve new
contract, end strike

Continued from front page

tract contains expanded language granting
this demand. The BCOA was unable to force
miners to buckle on the issue.

At the same time, the new agreement
registers some erosion of the union’s
strength. On important questions like estab-
lishing a seven-day workweek, health-care
benefits, and a longer workday, the compa-
nies made some headway.

In the 1988 contract BCOA companies
agreed that three out of every five jobs at
any newly opened BCOA mine would go to
laid-off union members from that company.

Before the ink was dry, the companies
began violating this provision of the con-
tract. They would open up a new mine under
a different name, claiming the new operation
had no relation to the BCOA company, even
though it was owned by the same people.
Miners termed this double breasting.

Massive job losses resulted as operators
squeezed more productivity from miners in
order to shore up profits. Faced with a shrink-
ing number of union-organized jobs. as the
coal operators shifted more production to
their nonunion outfits, many union members
considered that the question of whether there
would be a mine workers’ union was at stake.

The coal operators did not want to abide
by the provisions in the 1988 contract,
claiming this interfered with their “right™ to
hire as they so choose.

In the new contract the BCOA agreed that
60 percent of jobs at any new mines opened
up by the parent company of BCOA signato-
ries will go to laid-off union miners or work-
ing miners who choose to transfer to the new
facility. One of the three union members must
have worked in that job classification and all
must have the ability to step in and perform
the job. A labor-management committee is
supposed to enforce this.

The UMWA strike began May 10. Union
officials decided on a selective strike, calling
out miners against certain companies. About
two-thirds of UMWA members covered by
terms of the contract did not strike.

Many working miners contributed gener-
ously to strike solidarity funds. A number of
striking locals took initiatives to participate
in solidarity tours to tell the truth about the
miners’ fight and ask for support from other
unions. Wherever miners traveled, they
found a warm welcome from other workers
they spoke to. The UMWA also won some
important union-organizing victories in
Kentucky and West Virginia during the
strike. But the strike never became the cause
of the entire labor movement.

In addition, strikers faced unrelenting
pressure from the coal bosses, who started up
production at some struck mines, organized
gun thugs to provoke and attack strikers, and
collaborated with the cops in framing eight
West Virginia strikers on conspiracy charges
in a shooting death.

The new contract expires Aug. 1, 1998,
and includes provisions that could radically
alter the conditions of work and benefits
UMWA members have established in de-
cades of struggle.

The contract includes a new section enti-
tled “UMWA-BCOA Labor Management
Positive Change Process (LMPCP),” which
provides that at at least 10 percent of each
signatory’s operations LMPCP committees
will be established.

For the first time in a UMWA contract,
local union officers are charged with work-
ing together with mine management to make
the mine more competitive by attempting to
reduce the number of job classifications and
moving toward alternative shift schedules
and 24-hour continuous production.

How this will work in practice remains to
be seen. "My experience with cooperation
is that there is none,” said UMWA member
David Yard from Freeman United’s Crown
Il mine near Virden, Illinois. “The compa-
nies’ idea of cooperation is workers’ submis-
sion,” he explained.

Maurice Moorleghen, a member of
UMWA Local 2295 at Monterey No. 2 mine,
said, “I would have bigger concems if the
contract had attacked our safety rights or not

included the job security provisions,

“1 think this contract is innovative in a lot
of ways and addresses some of the concerns
I have,” he continued. “The coal industry
has always been autocratic in terms of how
they run the mines. | like the LMPCP com-
mittees, This sets up a little workplace de-
mocracy. in my opinion.”

The contract also gives the company the
right to establish on a mine-by-mine basis a
reduction in the number of job classifications
and to assign employees to different jobs
without regard to seniority, if a majority of the
workers affected vote for the changes,

UMWA members have long fought
against 24-hour production as a safety mea-
sure so that needed “dead work™ can be done
to ensure the safe operation of the mine.
Mandatory overtime after eight hours has
also been opposed because it decreases a
miner’s alertness. The 1993 contract now
allows the coal companies to mine coal on
Sundays and with partial shifts.

Companies can now institute an “alterna-
tive work schedule” atindividual mines. The
contract says that overall employment at the
mine must be increased if the company in-
stitutes such a plan.

The company can institute a modified week-
day schedule with workers on 10-hour days

Results of Russia elections concern Washington

Continued from front page

In Tartarstan, the main autonomous republic
in the heart of Russia, less than 10 percent
of the population voted.

“No matter who wins, we won't live bet-
ter,” commented Lubov Demyanova, a 36-
year-old chemical worker as she cast her
ballot outside St. Petersburg. “We'll only
live worse."”

Many of those voting for Zhirinovsky
cast their ballots as a protest against the
austerity policies of Yeltsin’s regime, which
has led to the plummeting of the living
standards of the vast majority of working
people in Russia. According to the Washing-
ton Post, as many as 45 percent of the
population now lives below the official pov-
erty line. Inflation continues to rise at a 20
percent rate each month.

Zhirinovsky backs capitalist market re-
forms and a strong presidency as embodied
in the new constitution. However, his party’s
economic platform calls for limiting
privatization to small or medium-sized busi-
nesses, maintaining state ownership of land
and state control of industry, and for an end
to all forms of “speculative trading.”

A major theme of his campaign was an ul-
tranationalist appeal to reestablish the Rus-
sian empire. Zhirinovsky called for reannex-
ing the Baltic republics and expanding Rus-
sia's borders to the Mediterranean Sea and the
Indian Ocean. He's even demanded the return
of Alaska, Finland, Poland, and other territo-
ries once under the rule of Russian czars.

His campaign program promised (o raise
living standards by 100 percent within six
months by halting all aid to former Soviet
republics, ending conversion of military
plants to other uses, and establishing mar-
tial-law-style courts to liquidate “all 5,000
crime gangs on Russian territory.” He
scapegoated oppressed national minorities,
calling for the purging of non-Russians in-
side Russia’s borders.

As a former Soviet army officer.
Zhirinovsky attracted a considerable follow-
ing in the military. He opposed the breakup

of the former Soviet Union and sided with
organizers of the 1991 coup against former
Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev. While
helping to lead demonstrations against the
Yeltsin government, he backed the Russian
president’s use of force to disband parlia-
ment Jast October.

According to the Associated Press,
Zhirinovsky has called himself a national
socialist and blamed Jews for starting the
two world wars. He backs a reorientation of
Russia’s foreign policy based on developing
stronger ties with Germany, India, Iraq, and
Syria. Zhirinovsky ran for president in 1991
against Yeltsin winning 6.2 million votes —
7.8 percent of those cast.

Commenting on Zhirinovsky's strong
showing, Vyacheslav Kostikov, Yeltsin's
spokesman, said that many parts of the Lib-
eral Democratic Party’s program “corre-
sponds to the social aspect of the President’s
policies — that is the social policy of the
state, patriotism, making Russia great.”

After the vote Zhirinovsky made clear
that he was willing to form a government to
serve under Yeltsin or to take up two or three
ministerial posts within a coalition.

The new constitution document empow-
ers the president to name the prime minister
and cabinet, issue decrees, and dissolve par-
liament if it fails to approve three of his
choices for prime minister. To win passage,
at least SO percent of Russia’s registered
voters had to cast a ballot. Then a majority
had to approve the document. The constitu-
tion ended up passing with the vote of about
32 percent of the electorate.

“Mr. Yeltsin's Constitution received solid
support, though low voter turnout makes the
result less than a ringing endorsement,”
stated an editorial in the December 14 New
York Times. “Russia’s parliamentary elec-
tions . . . need not be a calamity,” continued
the Times editors. “It is important not to
exaggerate the strength of the opposition. A
new Constitution is in place. Mr. Yeltsin is
in place,”

“Maybe a strong presidency in Russia

isn’t such a bad thing after all,” said the Wa//
Street Journal, in a December 14 editorial.
The Journal claimed that the election was
an example of how “Russia is building a
democracy™ for the first time since “before
the revolution in 1917." The Journal's ed-
itors described Zhirinovsky as representing
“the politics of vehemence and clarity” who
may turn out “not to be a bad foil for the
Yeltsinites.”

Commenting on the Russian election, U.S.
president Bill Clinton pointed to the huge
problems the imperialist powers continue 1o
face in their attempts to reinstate capitalism in
Russia. “This vote sends a signal about how
difficult it is to convert . . . to a market econ-
omy at a time of global recession,” he said,
“when the ability of any other nation or group
of nations to give a big infusion of capital to
provide temporary security is not there.”

fighting industrial union movement,
written by a leader of these labor
battles.
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Militant/Mary Zins
Miners at UMWA Local 2295 meeting in Illinois reading a copy of the agreement

Monday through Thursday or Tuesday
through Friday for 40 hours’ straight-time pay.

They can also set up a “weekend/holiday
schedule.” Those miners on the weekend
shift will work 10 hours on Friday or Mon-
day and 12 hours on Saturday and Sunday,
receiving 50 hours’ pay.

The emnloyer can choos: ~n “alternative
work schedule” plan of its own if the local
union votes to adopt it.

While this restructuring may increase
employment at a particular mine site, it will
reduce jobs and safety overall in the coal
industry.

Furthermore, allowing union locals to
decide schedules on a mine-by-mine basis
can be used to undermine the unity of the
union nationally. The companies will use it
to try to increase competition and pit miners
in one facility against those in another.

Randy Phelps is president of UMWA
Local 1148 at Peabody Holding Co.’s Ran-
dolph preparation plant and pit No. 6 facil-
ities here. “We fought for the 8-hour work-
day with John L. Lewis,"” he said. *“To work
10 or 12 hours a day goes against all that.
It seems to me that if you want to increase
jobs in the coal industry, we should fight for
a 6-hour day, not go to 10-hour shifts.”

The pact provides that companies estab-
lish a “preferred provider list” that will
function like a health maintenance organi-
zation, Each working miner receives a
$1.000 annual lump sum payment to cover
his or her first $1,000 in medical payments.
Miners can keep the portion of this sum they
don’t use for health coverage, a provision
that tends to encourage workers to think
twice before seeing the doctor. If a miner
chooses to go outside the preferred list,
except in  emergency situations, the
copayments increase substantially.

“It is the best contract we could have
gotten, based on the strength of the union
at this time,” said Joe Stanley, president of
UMWA Local 93 at the newly organized
Marrowbone mine in southern West Vir-
ginia. “To get stronger, the union must now
take on an aggressive organizing effort. . . .
For our people, they are much better off than
they were before they had the union, Now
we have the confidence to say ‘This is ours
and you can't take this away.' "

Labor’s
Giant
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GATT brawl

Continued from front page

that of France, the world’s second largest
agricultural exporter — will have to reduce
the volume of subsidized exports by 21
percent over six years, instead of in a shorter
time period. Paris rapidly moved to pass the
costs to its EC partners.

Exposing the myth that GATT is about
free trade, one negotiator remarked, “Trying
to reach this agreement is rather like reading
goats’ entrails.”

Many U.S. exporters, such as heavy
equipment operator Caterpillar, will benefit
from a lowering of tariffs in Europe. Mean-
while, the U.S. government will retain its
trade weapons, such as antidumping laws.
The French government is pressing the EC
to adopt its own such laws, which it calls
achieving “nuclear balance.”

Washington's inability to successfully
force its demands in other fields is a result
of intensified competition between the rival
powers as the world economic depression
shows no signs of abating.

U.S. officials opposed EC government sub-
sidies of the Airbus consortium. Wolfgang
Piller, president of the Federation of German
Aviation, bellowed that “the European aircraft
industry must not be sacrificed as apawn while
the Americans are allowed to continue to pro-
vide unlimited support for their aerospace in-
dustry through indirect subsidies.”

The most contentious dispute involved
U.S. objections to restrictions on the televi-
sion and film industries imposed in Europe.
Hollywood capitalists rake in $4 billion
from Europe annually.

Paris said it was defending “French cul-
ture.” Belgian foreign minister Willy Claes
got into the act, saying that “the defense of
our civilization is at stake.” The chauvyinist
tide rose on both sides of the Atlantic. Jack
Valenti, head of the Motion Picture Associ-
ation of America, said, “If you equate Eu-
rope's game shows and talks shows with
Moliere and Racine, then that’s about cul-
ture. But the culture issue is a transparent
cloak, and I want to disrobe Europe on this.

Both the French Communist Party and the
ultraright National Front, headed by Jean-
Marie Le Pen, actively opposed the GATT
deal, Le Pen's group said it “means more un-
employment for the French.” At a rally in
front of a McDonald's, National Front dem-
onstrators attacked a restaurant window and
denounced “American imperialism.”

Washington landed blows to its rivals by us-
ing the higher productivity and lower wages,
relative to its competitors, that the U.S. bosses
have achieved through assaulting the working
class in the United States. By one estimate, the
biggest companies have eliminated 4 million
jobs since 1980. This restructuring continues.
In the third quarter, U.S. productivity jumped
4.3 percent, the biggest increase in six years.
The report was issued shortly after Xerox
Corp. announced it will slash more than 10,000
jobs — 10 percent of its workforce.

SOCIALIST

EDUCATIONAL
CONFERENCE

December 31-Janvary 2
Pittsburgh

Sessions and forums 1o include:

* “From Trading Wars to Shooting Wars:
The Working-Class Road 10 Peace” by
Paul Mailhot, Socialist Workers Party
Political Committes

* “Why Cuba Is Not Alone — Defending
the Cuban Revolution Today™

» “Nationalism, Nationalities, and the
World Struggle for Socialism,” by
Garmez Parks

The Palace Inn Hotel, Monroeville, intersection of
routes U.S. 22 and Pennsylvania 48, (Exit 6 of

Pennsylvania ike), For room reservations,
call (412) 372-5500.

For more information, call (412) 3626767
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Naval base worker wins victory

Continued from front page

OSC investigation. “Upset with the content
of his political views. Mr. Chee's employer
[the Federal Government] referred his case
to the U.S. Office of Special Counsel.”

Workers react with enthusiasm

Workers at the Alameda Naval Aviation
Depot reacted enthusiastically to the news
that the government backed down.

Charles Turner, an aircraft electrical
worker, said, "It feels good to see someone
stand up and fight. Not enough people do
that.” A Chinese worker who learned about
Chee’s case in the Chinese-language Sing
Tao Daily observed, “The government had
to drop the case; it would have cost them
more had they kept on. They knew you
would stand up and fight them.”

One contract worker commented, “The
government doesn’t represent us anymore.
Its good to see you back them off.”

The OSC investigation was the most re-
cent part of a year-and-a-half campaign of
harassment by the base management and
Naval command to prevent Chee from ex-
pressing his political views on the job.

The aircraft machinist came under base
authorities’ scrutiny when he spoke out
against the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. Navy
brass ordered the Military Police to detain
Chee for carrying a flyer advertising a public
meeting opposing the U.S. war in the Mid-
dle East.

The base management then cited him for
violating a contraband list that banned the
“circulation of political literature.” The list
lumped political literature among such items
as drugs, weapons, photographic equip-
ment, and drug paraphernalia as items not
allowed on base.

20,000 Quebec

Continued from Page 16
fordable for working people.

“That's baloney!" said a worker from
Trois Rivieres on the march. “If our wages
are fowered, then the contractors will pocket
the same profit by raising the price of land.
They don't give a damn about the house
buyer or the illegal contracting!™

The government used similar arguments
in 1988 when it deregulated the home ren-
ovation sector of the construction industry.
Thirty thousand jobs were stripped of union
protection at that time. Since then, wages
have been cut in half or more. An estimated
80 percent of work in this sector is now done
on the black market.

Bill 142 will also modify the rules govern-
ing who can work and bid on contracts in the
construction industry in Quebec. Current reg-
ulations prohibit companies from bidding on
contracts unless they are registered in the
province and maintain offices here.

Regulations also exclude out-of-province
workers unless they follow a months-long
procedure of acquiring a permit card.
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Until then, Chee’s union local was un-
aware of the existence of such a contra-
band list. Local union leaders filed an
unfair labor practices grievance to block
the use of the list against Chee and other
workers.

When the unionist announced his deci-
sion to run for political office he publicly
exposed these attempts to silence him. The
Navy then called in the OSC to cite him for
violations of the Hatch Act.

What made Chee's victory possible was
his decision not to be intimidated by gov-
ernment threats. He fought back and won
broad support from his coworkers, his
union, and San Francisco Bay Area politi-
cal rights activists. Chee's case received
wide publicity, particularly in the Chinese
media.

Pleased with the news of Chee's vic-
tory. IAM Local 1584 officials invited
him to attend an Executive Board meet-
ing to explain the victory. He will also
report the government's decision in his
case to the local's next membership meet-
ing. The union is planning to continue the
fight against the use of the contraband
list.

Al a recent party celebrating Chee’s vic-
tory, the unionist made a toast thanking
those who aided his fight.

“We stalled an attempt by the government
to fire me and to take away my retirement
and other benefits," he said. “They tried to
intimidate me and, in turn, intimidate other
federal workers for thinking and acting po-
litically. We were able to discuss the impor-
tant issues facing working people today. It's
not only that we stood up and fought, but
we stood up and fought with through the
union.”

Despite recent reforms in the Hatch Act
made by Congress that allow workers to
participate in some election activity off the
job, the Hatch Act remains a weapon in the
hands of the government to selectively vic-
timize outspoken workers among the mil-
lions of government employees.

The Hatch Act

The act was passed in 1939 as part of a
series of antidemocratic measures designed
to curtail workers' rights as Washington pre-
pared to enter World War II. Among these
were the Foreign Agents Registration Act
and the notorious Smith Act, which allowed
the government to prosecute workers for
their ideas.

It is no irony that the Hatch Act was
used against Chee, an outspoken opponent
of U.S. imperialist interventions abroad.
The socialist explained to his supporters
that today, as in the 1930s, “‘a war drive is
on, stemming from the growing economic
crisis and attacks on our rights and our
livelithoods.™

The November 23 OSC letter to Chee
attempted to diminish the fact that the gov-
ernment decided not to prosecute him, by
asserting he was guilty of violating the
Hatch Act. The letter threatened that if Chee
were to run for public office again, the OSC
would prosecute him.

The aircraft mechanic told his supporters
that he and Handsher are drafting a formal
reply to the OSC letter rejecting the asser-
tion that Chee was in violation of the Hatch
Act in any way. He plans to widely publicize
the victory in his case. A news conference
is scheduled and supporters are organizing
a victory rally.

construction workers march

These rules are part of sharpening conflicts
between the govermment of Quebec and those
in the neighboring Canadian provinces of
Ontario and New Brunswick. They have also
been a source of conflict and division be-
tween workers in the provinces affected.

Union officials support government re-
strictions on the right of workers in one prov-
ince to work in another. This stance fosters di-
visions among working people across Can-
ada and hampers the ability of construction
and other workers to defend themselves from
company and government attacks. The new
law proposes allowing companies from out-
side the province to bid on residential con-
tracts in the eight-units-or-less sector. Since
the bill proposes to eliminate the requirement
of work permit cards in the same sector,
workers from outside the province will have
the same access to job sites.

In reality, few companies from outside the
province will bid on such jobs because of
the high cost of bringing in management or
supervisory personnel.

The Ontario govemnment imposed retalia-
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tory measures December 9 against Quebec.
Quebec construction workers are now banned
from working in Ontario and companies from
Quebec are prohibited from constructing or
renovating public buildings there.

Wildcat strikes are continuing, including
in the Quebec City region where contractors
won a court injunction ordering employees
back to work. The government is threatening
a sweeping law to stiffen the penalties
against these strikes and to extend once
again the expiration date of the present
agreement, this time by one year.

Union officials have issued appeals 1o the
government to pull back from its attacks on
workers’ rights.

“What's happening on the work sites is out
of our control,” said Jean-Guy Levesque of the
Confederation of Democratic Unions, one of
five unions central in the construction industry.
“We are telling the guys to return to work and
respect the law, and they tell us to get lost.”

Roger Annis is a member of Canadian Auto
Workers Local 1900 in Montreal.
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—— GREAT SOCIETY

Go with the flow — Joining the
takeback and cutback trend, Atlan-
tic City casinos boosted their third

quarter profits 3.4 percent by reduc-
ing coin giveaways and trimming
such comps as free meals and
rooms for higher rollers.

The just society — James Sin-
gletary, a Los Angeles resident who
is Black, was jailed by cops who

decided he was a wanted child mo-
lester. Singletary, an epileptic, was
held in a solitary cell so cold that
he had to wrap toilet paper around
his arms to cope with the chill. After
four days, the cops conceded they
had the wrong person and released
him. Now he's trying to scrape up
$140 to get back his car, which the
cops impounded at the time of his
arresl.

Isn’t it risk that justifies profit?
— Anassociation of privatized Rus-
sian banks called a one-day general
strike demanding that the govern-
ment provide police protection to
banking officials. In the past year,
more than 30 have been shot. A

somewhat murky news report said
most of the assassinations “stemmed
from financial conflicts.”

Block that Pennsylvania free
trade pact! — In Indiana County,
an hour from Pittsburgh, the Indi-
ana Gazette ran a full page ad em-
blazoned: “Let’s Cut Foreign Im-
ports.” It urged readers to cope with
steep unemployment by not doing
their holiday shopping in Pittsburgh
and other outside areas and, instead,
to think “INDIANA COUNTY
FIRST.”

Isn’t purple close to red? —
“Bamey is teaching kids we must
accepl everyone as they are —

whether they're homosexuals or
lesbians. He teaches alternative
families. And the program makes a
purple dinosaur the hero."” — Ra-
dio minister Joseph Chambers. For
a donation, he'll send a booklet ex-
posing the children’s show charac-
ter. Ask for, “Bamey, the Purple
Messiah.”

The title seems timely — From
the book, Briefcase Poetry: *1'm an
entrepreneur/Why do [ feel like a
gunslinger/or a buffalo hunter/or a
dinosaur/Here, on what was the un-
fettered frontier, of free enterprise.”
It's titled, “That Sinking Feeling."”
Inc. — With

Sports, hopes

dashed for a National Football
League team locating there. St.
Louis is stuck with a partially com-
pleted stadium and the need 10 re-
fund advance ticket money. Com-
panies and well-heeled fans who
paid for luxury boxes and club seats
will have their money back in 10
days. Ordinary fans who paid $25
deposits on season tickets? They'll
gel il back “‘as soon as possible.”

*Tis the season — Merry Marx-
mas, a revolutionary new year, and
our quarterly reminder. When fea-
sible, please send Great Society
clippings to: Pathfinder Bookstore,
2546 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles,
CA 90006. Fax: (213) 380-1268.

Rightist Lyndon LaRouche will be freed on parole

BY GREG ROSENBERG

American fascist Lyndon LaRouche will
be paroled on January 26 after serving 5
years of a 15-year sentence in federal prison.
LaRouche is already planning a 1996 presi-
dential campaign.

LaRouche and half a dozen supporters
were convicted of fraud and income tax eva-
sion in 1988. The United States Parole Com-
mission did not explain the reasons for its de-
cision, which was announced November 30.

Since his conviction, LaRouche has
maintained his innocence, charging a fed-
eral government conspiracy to silence him
and his supporters, grouped around the New
Federalist newspaper.

The announcement followed a September
parole hearing. LaRouche has served the
shortest possible time for the conviction,
most of it at a federal prison in Rochester,
Minnesota. He ran as a candidate for U.S.
Congress and president while in prison,

LaRouche covers up the key antagonism
under capitalism — between workers and
bosses — and instead utilizes radical dema-
gogy, to push an “alliance™ of industrial
capitalists, farmers, and workers to take on
the big banks. In particular, his appeal is
directed to demoralized farmers and small
businesspeople.

His outfits, under various names, have a
long history of violent physical assaults on
unions, Black rights fighters, socialists, and
others in the working-class movement.

In 1973, LaRouche's incarnation, then
called the National Caucus of Labor Com-
mittees, which did not renounce its Marxist
pretensions until the late 1970s, launched
“Operation Mop-Up."” This was a series of
violent thug attacks against meetings and
individual members of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, Communist Party, and Congress

of African Peo- [
ple, a Newark,
New  Jersey-
based  Black
rights organiza-
tion. In the
course of these
assaults  with
pipes,  clubs,
and other
weapons, a
number of peo-
ple were seri-
ously injured
and  hospital-
ized. Anticom-
munist rhetoric
accompanied

this hooligan-
ism.
In 1986, a

later LaRouche
outfit, the Na-
tional Democratic Policy Committee
(NDPC), waged a reactionary campaign
against NBC-TV. As part of this, a
LaRouche goon physically assaulted NBC
talk show host Phil Donahue in New York's
LaGuardia Airport.

At a headquarters in Leesburg, Virginia,
the NDPC operates a 172-acre complex with
a publishing company, printing plant, and
what it describes as an intelligence-gather-
ing operation. It has a heavy armed guard.
LaRouche boasts that if anyone tries to
break into the place “there will be many
people dead or mutilated within as short an
interval as sixty seconds of fire.”

Biographical information on LaRouche
published in the 1970s by his own organiza-
tion at that time indicated that he had been a
member of the Communist Party for a short

L.A. judge gives maximum sentence
to youth convicted in Denny trial

BY HARRY RING

LOS ANGELES — As expected, Judge
John Ouderkirk imposed a maximum sen-
tence, totaling 10 years, on Damian Wil-
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liams, the Black youth who was convicted
of throwing a brick at truck driver Reginald
Denny.

Under Califomia law, Williams should be
eligible for release in less than four years,
including credit for the 19 months he has
already been held under $580.000 bail.

Williams had been charged with premedi-
tated attempted murder and aggravated may-
hem, charges that carry life sentences. But the
Jjury refused to convict him on these counts.

Instead, it found him guilty of simple
mayhem, which permits a maximum term
of eight years. He was also convicted on four
assault counts, each of which carries a maxi-
mum six-month sentence.

Denny was badly beaten during attacks
on passing motorists, which occurred in one
area of the Black community during the
antipolice riot touched off in April 1992 by
the clearing of the four cops charged in the
beating of Rodney King,

Certainly, the beating of Denny and the
others was unjustified. Neither of the two
defendants denied they were at the scene
during the beating of the truck driver. But,
equally certain, Williams and codefendant
Henry Watson, who was released on proba-
tion in a plea bargain, were victims of a
racist double standard of justice. This is
summed up in the fact that the two cops
finally convicted in the brutalization of King
received minimum 30-month sentences.

Lyndon LaRouche has served 5 years of a 15-year sentence in federal
prison for fraud and income tax evasion.

while, which he denied later. LaRouche
joined the Socialist Workers Party and was a
member from the 1950s until the mid-1960s.
LaRouche claimed in a New York Times inter-
view later that he remained a member of the
SWP only because an FBI agent “wanted me
to work for them [the FBI|] under cover” and
*inform for them.”

LaRouche propaganda operates on a con-

spiracy axis. An oft-repeated claim is that
drug dealers, terrorists, Communists, and
big bankers have ganged up to create to-
day’s economic crisis.

Jew-hatred also figures prominently in his
schemes. The New Federalist blames the
current coal strike by members of the United
Mine Workers of America on the Anti-Defa-
mation League (ADL), an organization
which claims to speak in the interests of Jew-
ish civil rights. “The union-busting, cheap la-
bor policy which prompted the strike can be
traced to the influence of ADL gangster
Edgar Bronfman,” the paper writes.
“Bronfman, whose family made its money
by smuggling rot gut liquor into the U.S. dur-
ing Prohibition, and by massive drug-money
laundering of the type which has helped ruin
the U.S. economy,” is responsible.

LaRouchite candidates participate in
elections around the country, often running
as Democrats, In recent years, the organi-
zation has made new forays into Latin
America, attending meetings of political
organizations in a number of countries.

On November 29, the U.S. Supreme
Court upheld a lower court ruling giving
LaRouche federal matching funds for his
1992 election campaign. LaRouche’s law-
yer claimed the campaign might be eligible
10 receive up to $500,000.
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Friday, Dec. |13, began like many recent
days at [San Francisco| State. The Tactical
Squad attacked student picket lines scatter-
ing and arresting students.

It was a tense day on campus. The trus-
tees had rejected meeting with the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers, AFT local
1352, and the teachers had set 2:00 p.m.
as a strike deadline. Although the teachers
had been slow in organizing their strike,
once they joined us they would bring the
tremendous force of a union strike in a
union town.

The AFT scheduled a rally for noon, the
first legal rally since President Hayakawa
had declared a state of emergency on cam-
pus two weeks previously. Just as students
gathered for the rally a voice came over the
administration’s loudspeaker, saying, “This
is your acting president.” The more than
3,000 students scattered through the quad
began booing.

Hayakawa announced that he had revised
the calendar for the year and the “Christmas
vacation™ would begin a week early. His
reason was that the San Francisco public
schools, including the junior college, closed
on the 13th and he was afraid that these
students might come out to State the follow-
ing week. His decision represented a victory
for the student strikers and their faculty
supporters who were demanding the school
be shut down.

For the fourth time in six weeks the power
of the students and faculty forced the official
closure of the campus. The rally, which
became a victory rally, reaffirmed the deci-
sion to strike.
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President Roosevelt has been compelled
to intervene personally in the railroad wage
negotiations in a last minute effort to head
off the general railroad strike scheduled to
begin Dec. 30. All his elaborate boards and
arbitration machinery, set up to stymie the
wage demands of the railroad workers, have
completely broken down and are discred-
ited. Roosevelt is now forced to assume
direct responsibility for the raw deal he is
trying to put over.

A successful strike or even a strike threat
resulting in substantial wage gains will deal
another powerful blow to Roosevelt's fast-
waning prestige with labor and to his in-
creasingly discredited war labor relations
machinery.

So far as the railroad workers are con-
cemed, their sentiments are clearly revealed
in the announcement of the strike vote of the
350,000 operating employees of the Broth-
erhoods — 97.7% for strike. Although the
actual vote of the 15 non-operating unions,
representing 1,100,000, which include the
lowest paid workers, has not been disclosed,
it is announced that they also have voted
overwhelmingly for a strike. The non-oper-
ating union officials have now set Dec. 30
as the strike date.

There is a great deal of government pres-
sure on the railroad workers. They are ham-
strung by a leadership that never knew the
meaning of the word, fight. And they must
face the strike-breaking barrage of all those
elements in the labor movement, like the
Stalinists, who have already launched a
campaign of vituperation and slander
against the railroad workers similar to their
strike-breaking efforts during the coal
strikes.

FIVE (%) CENTS
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—EDITORIALS

Victory against the Hatch Act

The victory does not belong to Milton Chee alone. Every-
one who values democratic rights should celebrate the gov-
emment's failure to prosecute the San Francisco Bay Area
aircraft mechanic for violation of the Hatch Act. This victory
gives every working person or youth fighting for a decent
contract, or to defend abortion rights, or against the U.S.
trade embargo of Cuba a little more space to struggle.

The Hatch Act denies basic democratic rights to a layer of
working people — those employed by the federal govern-
ment. Among a host of restrictions, it forbids government
workers from running for office in partisan elections — that
is, elections where candidates are identified by political
party. Workers are also told they cannot engage in political
activity while on duty or in any government office.

The law is used by the government to victimize workers
whose ideas and activities it disagrees with. Chee is a
member of the Socialist Workers Party who used his
campaign for San Francisco Board of Supervisors to ad-
vance the struggles of working people around the world.
To the bosses this is more dangerous than the drugs,
weapons, and other material on their “contraband™ list.

The U.S. Office of Special Counsel did not hand Chee this
victory. They were forced to back down by the united stand
that Chee, his coworkers, their union, and many others in San
Francisco and across the country took against the govern-
ment’s and Navy’s attempt to victimize him, regardless of
whether they agreed or not with Chee’s socialist perspective.
Every one of these fighters has helped eam this victory.

The OSC decision comes at a time when the govern-

ment, for its own reasons, has felt pressured to relax some
of the most onerous of the Hatch Act restrictions. Workers,
for example. can now campaign for candidates in partisan
elections during their off-duty hours,

But the government has not backed off completely. The
OSC claims that Chee did violate the Hatch Act and it
stands by its repressive regulations. They say that if Chee
“should again™ break the law, they would consider his
actions “knowing and willful.”

Then OSC officials make some truly outrageous claims.
The Hatch Act allows government workers to run for office
in nonpartisan elections. But, according to the OSC, the
election for Board of Supervisors — under California elec-
tion law a nonpartisan election — was really partisan,
Why? Because the Socialist Workers Campaign Commit-
tee endorsed Chee’s campaign.

These attacks cannot be allowed to go unanswered. The
labor movement and all defenders of democratic rights
should join with Chee in widely publicizing the victory
against the government and demanding the Hatch Act be
repealed. The fact that Chee won broad support and was
able to back down the government demonstrates that there
is space within the working class to discuss and debate
politics. Working people need to continue 1o make use of
that space — the way Chee did with his election campaign.
At the same time, defenders of democratic rights should
demand the OSC end its harassment against Chee and all
other workers who want to take part in political discussion
and action.

The chill of censorship

Trucks carrying newspapers are stopped at the Canadian
border. Every bundle is searched. And issues containing an
article on a murder trial, which a Canadian judge banned
from publication, are seized. Border cops arrest Canadian
residents carrying copies of the Buffalo News from U.S.
towns. U.S. and Canadian news agencies collaborate in
blacking out the broadcast of television shows on the case.

The events surrounding the Homolka-Teale case in On-
tario and the court order banning press reports on trial
testimony and evidence are an abrupt reminder of the
reactionary nature of censorship.

In this case, the judge claims he wanted to ensure the
defendant a fair trial with impartial jurors. But even Teale’s
lawyer opposed the ban and joined protests calling for its
removal.

The widespread flouting of the court ban by thousands
of Canadian residents shows that Ottawa won't have an
easy time making this outrageous restriction on press
freedom stick.

Censorship laws come wrapped in various packages.
They are presented as anti-hate literature laws, anti-
pornography laws, laws against slandering the state, or
anti-blasphemy laws.

Censorship is also the issue in the Salman Rushdie affair.
The author was sentenced to death by Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini for the crime of writing a book deemed "blas-
phemous™ by the late Iranian religious leader. The British
rulers used the Rushdie case to strengthen their own anti-

blasphemy laws and measures against immigrants.

Clinton’s intervention into the Rushdie case shows him
to be no defender of democratic rights. He leaped to explain
he did not necessarily “‘agree with the attacks on Islam in
the book Mr. Rushdie wrote”™ and said he hoped he
wouldn’t be “misunderstood.”

Anti-blasphemy laws were not designed to, nor do they,
protect people who are religious or guarantee the right to
espouse any beliefs one might choose.

Working people should be dead opposed to any form of
censorship.

As the only revolutionary class in the modermn epoch,
the working class is the one that needs the truth exposed
to the light of day. This includes the truth about the
imperialist wars waged by Washington and its allies.

The truth is that censorship in any form is never even-
handed. The main vicims of censorship and other anti-
democratic measures are always those fighting against
oppression and exploitation, A censorship law used once
against a fascist or to ban pornographic material will be
used a hundredfold against trade unionists, fighters for
Black and women’s rights, and opponents of Washington’s
foreign policy.

The labor movement in the United States, Canada, and
around the world should demand an end to the threats
against Rushdie and demand the Canadian government
drop its reactionary press bans, book and newspaper con-
fiscations, and censorship laws.

Capitalism in Russia? Not soon.

The Russian elections illustrate the huge problems the
imperialist powers have in reestablishing capitalism in
Russia. They face the extremely difficult task of creating
capitalism where no capitalist class exists. To succeed in
this endeavor, they must take on and defeat the Russian
working class in battle.

Washington has staked its policy on backing Yeltsin to
the hilt. When the Russian president sent tanks to crush
the parliamentary opposition last October, the U.S. rulers
hailed Yeltsin’s move as a courageous act in defense of
democracy. The Clinton administration hoped that this
election would provide Yeltsin with a working majority in
parliament to continue advancing a program of austerity
measures and capitalist market “shock therapy.” But results
of the vote tumed out otherwise.

None of the 13 parties running in the elections offered a
road forward for working people. All of them represented the
interests of various wings of the privileged bureaucratic caste
that has ruled over Russian working people for decades.

Vladimir Zhironovsky, who won the largest share of the
vote, simply reflects some of the crassest and most reac-
tionary forces to arise out of this bureaucratic ruling layer,
which has always based itself on promoting Great Russian
chauvinism and carrying out anti-working-class policies.

Immediately following the election, Zhironovsky made
it clear that he was willing to join a coalition government
with Yelisin. The Russian president, for his part, embraced
Zhironovsky’s reactionary pronouncements. Many of them
fit in quite well with his own social policies of “making
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Russia great,” stated Yeltsin's chief spokesman.

The imperialist powers find themselves suffering
through the effects of a world economic depression. This
means, as Clinton reiterated, that there will be no big
infusions of capital coming into Russia, unlike the mush-
rooming capitalist investment in parts of China.

The Wall Street Journal hails passage of the constitution.
which sets up a strong presidency, as a triumph for democ-
racy. They lie when they argue that this is “the first real
election” since before the 1917 revolution.

Russian working people carried out one of the most
democratic and liberating acts of this century when, in
alliance with the peasant masses, they overturned the
power of the czar, the local capitalists, and their imperialist
backers earlier this century. They succeeded in forming a
workers and peasants government and opening the road to
the building of socialism.

It was the rise of a counterrevolutionary bureaucratic
layer led by Joseph Stalin in the 1920s that usurped
political power from the Russian toilers and in time suc-
ceeded in driving working people out of politics altogether.

As this bureaucratic caste, under the impact of the world-
wide crisis of capitalism, weakens and splits apart, working
people in Russia will increasingly find themselves thrust into
struggles in defense of their rights. Through these experi-
ences they will find their way back into politics, ending their
decades-long isolation from working-class struggles around
the world. And they will forge a new leadership capable of
charting a revolutionary road forward.

Did U.S. embargo
cause economic
crisis in Cuba?

In his letter on the facing page, reader Stansfield Smith
questions the statement, in an article [ wrote in the Decem-
ber 6 Militant, that the current economic crisis in Cuba is
primarily the result of policies followed there for many
years and that the 33-year-long U.S. embargo and the
collapse of trade with the Soviet bloc are not the cause of
the crisis but rather intensify it.

Workers World newspaper, he points out, argues that all
of Cuba’s difficulties are due to “external factors beyond
its control.” That contention is false. If it was true, there
would be nothing Cuban workers and farmers could do
about it.

DISCUSSION WITH
OUR READERS

As several Militant articles and issue no. 8 of New
Internarional magazine titled Che Guevara, Cuba, and the
Road to Socialism have explained, Cuba's revolutionary
leadership itself has stated that serious political and eco-
nomic errors during the 1970s and early 1980s weakened
the revolution. Reliance on capitalist economic methods
modeled on those of the Stalinist regime in the Soviet
Union had strengthened middle-class layers of administra-
tors and technocrats and had demobilized and demoralized
working people.

In 1986 the leadership of the Cuban Communist Party
launched the rectification process. This was a political
reorientation that sought to reverse the corrosive conse-
quences of the previous policies. The heart of rectification
was the revival of voluntary social labor, which helped
advance communist consciousness among Cuba’s working
people. Hundreds of thousands voluntarily joined a move-
ment of work brigades that built child-care centers, clinics,
housing, and addressed other basic social needs that bu-
reaucrats had ignored.

Measures were taken against corrupt officials in the state
and party apparatuses. The government moved to raise the
minimum wages and living standards of the lowest-paid
workers. Early on, steps were taken to bring more workers,
more Blacks, more women, and more youth into the Com-
munist Party’s leadership. This accompanied the interna-
tionalist experiences of tens of thousands of Cubans who,
even before rectification, volunteered to aid fellow work-
ing people abroad from Angola to Grenada.

Working people running society

It was Emesto Che Guevara who in the early years of
the revolution most consistently explained the need to lead
growing layers of working people in voluntary labor and
other efforts to take more control of the running of society.
This. he stressed, is the only way workers can transform
their political consciousness and build socialism. As Mary-
Alice Waters points out in her pamphlet Che Guevara and
the Fight for Socialism Today, Che's ideas are not only
valid for “the best of times:” they are just as important
today.

Guevara argued for launching a fight for food self-suffi-
ciency to help overcome the imperialist legacy of depend-
ency. He advocated an affirmative action policy in economic
relations between industrialized workers’ states like the So-
viet Union and less developed ones like Cuba. Instead, food
self-sufficency was shelved in the 1970s as Cuba adopted
economic planning priorities borrowed from the Soviet
Union. The “international socialist division of labor™ dic-
tated by the Soviet and Eastern European regimes relegated
Cuba to the role of exporting sugar, citrus fruit, and nickel
while importing most food and industrial products.

In the face of 35 years of unrelenting imperialist efforts
to strangle the revolution. Cuba won some important
breathing space thanks to the strength of the revolution
itself as well as trade and aid from the Soviet Union and
revolutionary victories abroad. But the Cuban leadership
needed to redeem this time and space by charting a political
course that increasingly strengthened the working class. It
needed 1o organize agriculture and industry to decrease
dependence on the Soviet bloc, diversify agriculture, and
move toward food self-sufficiency. These were the stakes
in the early political battles that Guevara helped lead and
in the rectification process, which Cuban president Fidel
Castro explained in many speeches in the late 1980s.

When the inevitable crisis shattered the Stalinist regimes
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union — the result of
decades of anti-working-class policies — Cuba's economy
was immediately affected. The resulting shortages of fuel
and food in Cuba grew more rapidly than the initial steps
toward self-sufficiency, This is what the Cuban people are
now fighting to overcome.

For those here seeking to broaden public opposition to
Washington's aggressive policies against Cuba — including
the inhuman embargo — and to win fresh forces 1o defend
the Cuban revolution, it is important to accurately under-
stand the challenges as well as the opportunities facing the
people of that country. Just as the main causes of the crisis are
not to be found elsewhere, the decisive answer to these
challenges is to be found in Cuba — in the revolutionary ca-
pacities working people there have demonstrated for more
than three decades. — MARTIN KOPPEL



St. Louis garment workers beat concession drive

This column is devoted to re-
porting the resistance by working
people to the employers’ assault
on their living standards, work-
ing conditions, and unions.

We invite you to contribute
short items to this column as a
way for other fighting workers
around the world to read about
and learn from these important
struggles. Jot down a few lines
about what is happening in your
union, at your workplace or other
workplaces in your area, includ-
ing interesting political discus-
sions.

Garment workers at Biltwell
Clothing Co. in St. Louis defeated
concession demands and ratified a
new contract December 7. The

shoved a worker to keep her off
the elevator.

When police arrived in response
to a call from the injured worker,
union members shut down their
machines and gathered in the cafe-
teria outside the manager’s office.
Chants of “What do we want? —
Respect! When do we want it? —
Now!" filled the shop floor as the
cops interviewed the manager. As a
result of this protest, the manager
was arrested, booked, and held in
jail all day. He was released by a
judge at an arraignment hearing the
same day.

The day after the rallies, Biltwell
officials contacted the union nego-
tiating commiltee to set a time for
serious talks. Two weeks later the
contract was ratified. It included

ON THE PICKET LINE

victory came after a two-month
struggle during which members of
Amalgamated Clothing and Tex-
tile Workers Union (ACTWU) Lo-
cal 1104 began to organize and
participate in activities that pres-
sured the company by showing
that the workforce could be uni-
fied and would take steps to affect
production.

The company demanded a three-
year wage freeze and the introduc-
tion of forced overtime.

Some 250 workers crowded into
the downstairs lobby of the building
that houses the Biltwell manufactur-
ing plant in the early moming of No-
vember 23. For 40 minutes, the lobby
rang and echoed with songs, chants,
and laughter. “‘Contract Now!" and
“No contract, no peace!” were the
most popular slogans.

ACTWU members from the
United States. Mexico, and Viet-
nam raised hands and applauded
in turn to identify themselves as
part of the action. By the time
the rally ended and everybody
got up to the sixth-floor produc-
tion area in small groups on the
elevator, the shift starting times
had been delayed by at least a
half hour and in some cases more
than an hour.

Soon after going back to their
jobs, unionists shut down the plant
a second time in response to an
assault by the plant manager, who

wage, pension, and health-care
benefit increases. 0

Flight attendants fight
American Air firings

In the wake of a five-day strike
by 21,000 flight attendants that
successfully halted the operation
of American Airlines, workers are
facing what they describe as a
campaign of harassment and in-
timidation by the company. Doz-
ens of union members were
suspended while the company in-
vestigated charges made for strike-
related activity and 15 have been
fired.

Nine of the dismissed workers
are from San Juan, Puerto Rico.
They include the vice-chair of the
San Juan council of the Associa-
tion of Professional Flight Atten-
dants.

Pedro Rivera, chairman of the
San Juan council, noted the effec-
tiveness of the strike and said now
“the company wants to get back at
us.” The fired attendants are all ac-
cused of the same incident — al-
legedly harassing someone trying
to cross the picket line — but one
of the accused was not even present
at the time.

Rivera noted that while cops were
present during the entire strike, there
is no police report of the incident,
which supposedly included a car be-
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Workers from Biltwell Manufacturing picket in St. Louis in November. ACTWU local also held two rallies
in plant November 23 that forced company back from concession demands.

ing lifted off the ground. The com-
pany is using the word of one person
1o go after union members who were
active in the strike.

Since flight attendants returned
to work the company has stepped
up the use of security guards.
“They are coming out of our
nose,” said Rivera. They are sta-
tioned inside operations, in the
halls, at the doors of the elevators,
and watching union members as
they walk through the terminals
conducting union business. “One
gets on the bus with you, and then
there are more in the parking lot
when you get off,” he added. [0

London airport skycaps
demand wage increase

Skycap porters at London’s
Heathrow Airport, one of the
world’s largest international air-
ports, have not received the wage
levels and working conditions won
by airline workers in past decades.

The Skycap porters at Heathrow
Airport were sacked after a 24-hour
strike for union recognition in early
September. They began to organize
as soon as they received their spe-

cially delivered notices at home. The
skycaps mounted pickets at carparks
used by airport workers and handed
out leaflets to protest this injustice
and to ask for support. The determi-
nation of these workers, some of the
worst paid at the airport, was not ex-
pected by their employers. Valet
Services Ltd. Within days manage-
ment backed down and all the strik-
ers were re-instated.

Although management agreed to
hold discussions with the Transport
and General Workers Union, recog-
nition has not been won yet. Valet
Services Ltd. continues to pay the
Skycap porters from £3.56 to £3.86
(US$5.34 to US$5.79) an hour, and
expects them to work until 2:00
a.m. without overtime rates, with-
out shift payments, and with only
one statutory holiday per year —
Christmas Day.

USX, Steelworkers union
reach tentative contract

USX Corp. and top officials of
the United Steelworkers of America
(USWA) approved a tentative five-
and-a-half-year contract November
23, The agreement would cover
15,000 workers at facilities in Ala-

bama. Indiana, Pennsylvania, and
Minnesota.

Members of the USWA who
work at USX will vote on the
agreement by mail ballot before the
Feb. 1, 1994 expiration of the cur-
rent contracl.

The pact follows the pattern of
agreements ratified at other big
steel companies earlier this year.

Steelworkers at other companies
approved six-year contracts with
only one guaranteed wage increase
of $.50 in 1996. Yearly bonuses of
about $1,000 are supposed to take
the place of wage increases and
make up for rises in the cost of
living.

The proposal includes a wage re-
opener after three years in exchange
for a no-strike clause, a union seat
on the board of directors, and makes
a claim of job security. O

The following people contributed
to this week's column: David San-
dor in St. Louis; Laura Garza,
member USWA in Miami; Doreen
Weppler, member Transport and
General Workers Union in London;
and Betsy Farley and Kay Sedam,
members USWA Local 2122 in Bir-
mingham, Alabama.

—LETTERS

Fear of unions

Buried in the business section of
the Nov. 12, 1993, New York Times
was an article entitled “G.M. Gives
Its Salaried Staff Raises.” A sub-
heading proclaimed, “Package Tries
To Match Union Workers Deal.™

Rather then being buried in the
business section, such a story merits
headlines. It is unique for top man-
agement to admit, as has been done
in this instance, that wages to engi-
neers and management were given
to neutralize any attempt by the un-
ion to organize salaried workers.

With the large employers I have
been associated with, a major objec-
tive was to constantly monitor wages
and benefits of their organized em-
ployees and implement similar bene-
fits for nonorganized personnel.

There are many young employees
at all levels in organizations today
who have strong antiunion bias and
are not aware of the fact that it has
been the threat of unions which has
been the bottom line reason for most
so-called enlightened personnel
policies. Team Concept, Action
Committee, etc., have their founda-
tion based on the desire to keep a un-
ion-free work environment.

The best job insurance present
elaborate “Human Relations De-
partments” have is the ever present
threat of unions. Remove that threat
and all manner of so-called enlight-

ened policies will evaporate. There
is a great deal more that could be
written about this but suffice it to say
that for every benefit organized la-
bor achieves by great struggle un-
told numbers of nonunion employ-
ees at all levels benefit. Witness the
statement above by General Motors.
Walter G. Hooke

Shushan, New York

Cuba’s economic crisis

Martin Koppel wrote in the De-
cember 6 Militant .. .the fight
against the [U.S.] embargo was all
the more important because of the
serious economic difficulties Cuba
faces today. This crisis, precipitated
by the collapse of Cuba’s trade with
former Soviet-bloc countries from
1989 on, is the result of policies
followed for many years in Cuba.
In the mid-1980s the Cuban leader-
ship began to take steps toward re-
versing the course that many recog-
nized was modeled on the policies
of the Soviet leadership’ (emphasis
added).

Deirdre Griswold wrote in the
December 2 issue of Workers
World, “All the grave difficulties
it [Cuba] is experiencing were
generated not by faults within its
socialist system, but by external
factors beyond its control — first
the U.S. blockade, made more dif-

ficult by the decline of prices on
the world market for Cuba’s main
exports, especially sugar; then the
collapse of the Soviet bloc, which
accounted for 85 percent of
Cuba’s trade; and finally extraor-
dinarily harmful weather condi-
tions in the last two years.”
These two views are opposed 10
each other. Deirdre Griswold of the
Workers World Party takes her
analysis from Carlos Lage, Politburo
member of the Cuban Communist
Party in the November 10 Granma.

Both statements are true on dif-
ferent levels. You place the onus of
responsibility on the Cuban leader-
ship, while Workers World blames
the enormous power of American
big business. Of course any popular
revolution of working people needs
to be able to defend itself against
the powerful forces still dominating
the world, who are enemies of free-
dom for the workers and peasants.
It needs to prepare itself for world
depression and social turmoil, in-
cluding the collapse of Stalinist
governments, even the overthrow
of other revolutionary govemn-
ments. And naturally no govern-
ment deserves to govern if it cannot
cope with weather disasters.

Yet the Militant implies, in con-
trast to the views of Carlos Lage,
that Cuba was heading towards a
crisis, regardless of the U.S. em-
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bargo, the collapse of its trading
partners, regardless of weather dis-
asters on its crops. Can you explain
what you mean by this? By dis-
counting Carlos Lage's view, the
Militant also implies that the lead-
ership of the Cuban revolution still
does not grasp the cause of the
crisis they are in.

Stansfield Smith

Chicago, lllinois

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
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jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.

The Militant prisoner fund
makes it possible to send re-
duced-rate subscriptions to
prisoners who can’t pay for
them. To help this important
cause, send your contribution to
Militant Prisoner Subscription
Fund, 410 West St., New York,
NY 10014.
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Court ] Imposes censorship in Canada

BY ROBERT SIMMS

TORONTO — Dozens of working people
from Canada were arrested at the Niagara
Falls and Buffalo-Fort Erie border crossing
points November 28 and detained, in some
cases for hours, for the crime of trying to
bring copies of the Buffalo News into Canada.

The U.S. newspaper was deemed contra-
band material because it contained an article
with details on the trial of Karla Homolka,
convicted in St. Catharines, Ontario, last
July of manslaughter in the slaying of two
teenage women. Ontario judge Francis
Kovacs had issued an order July 5 banning
the press from publishing news with evi-
dence or testimony presented at the trial.

Police arrested 61 people at the U.S.-Cana-
dian border and confiscated 187 copies of the
News. Police did not file charges against those

NEWS ANALYSIS

detained, however. The Buffalo News re-
ported that more than 3,000 copies of its issue
were snapped up at outlets close to the border.

Niagara regional police from Ontario
were posted in the customs booths at the
border to enforce the censorship ruling.

Homolka and her lawyers made a plea
bargain deal over the kidnapping and mur-
der of the two Ontario teenagers. Homolka
was charged along with her husband Paul
Teale for the crimes.

Details of the indictment and testimony
were published in the Washington Post and
republished in the Detroit Free Press and
Buffalo News.

The U.S. television program A Current Af-
fair ran two stories on the case earlier in No-
vember that were blanked out by Canadian
cable companies running U.S. programs. The
CNN program Larry King Live did a show on
the case and audio portions of it were muted
by the cable companies in Ontario. The U.S.
television networks and local Buffalo, New
York, stations have given their Canadian
counterparts advance warning so they can be
ready to blank out the programs. Other U.S.
newspapers and Newsweek magazine have
eliminated articles on the case in copies des-
tined for Canada.

A retired police officer, Gordon Domm, in
Guelph, Ontario, was arrested and charged
with contempt of court for mailing out dozens
of copies of the U.S. news articles.

Defiance of the ban

A debate on democratic rights erupted in
Canada after the border arrests and the flood
of banned U.S. television programs and U.S.
newspaper articles in recent weeks. Working
people in factories and offices have been
discussing the issues of free speech, press
freedom, and the right to open frials,

On the assembly line at the Chrysler
plant in Brampton, Ontario, for example.
individual workers in several parts of the
plant, indignant at being told by a judge
what they can and cannot read, went up
and down the line distributing copies of
the Buffalo News article.

Widespread opposition to the ban forced
majordailies to acknowledge there was a prob-
lem with the government action. The Toronto
Globe and Mail supported the ban, “Still,” its
editors wrote December 1, “when a law is so
widely flouted, and forces the authorities to
such lengths to enforee it, it is sometimes a sig-
nal that it was misconceived to begin with.”

The censorship in this case is far reaching
and is part of a trend of restrictions on
democratic rights by the capitalist regime in
Ottawa in a period of a worldwide economic
depression.

Kovacs instituted the media ban on the
evidence presented at the Homolka trial
with the stated aim of ensuring Teale a fair
trial with impartial jurors. The details of
alleged sexual torture and murder are so
grisly. said a Globe and Mail editorial, “that
no one reading of the trial could ever again
keep an open mind about the guilt or inno-
cence of Paul Teale.” The judge allowed

Supporters of court censorship in Ontario. Many work-
ers have reacted angrily to the court order by distribut-
ing banned newspapers on assembly lines.

Canadian, but not U.S., journalists in the
courtroom but forbade reporting anything
other than the verdict and sentence.

Teale’s lawyer actually opposed the ban
when it was imposed. He has joined the
protests calling for its removal.

In fact, the Ontario government and its
Jjudicial institutions — like their counter-
parts elsewhere — have little interest in the
rights of people charged with crimes. The
issue here is not guaranteeing a fair trial for
Teale but a government assault on basic civil

liberties after the defendant’s

rights have already been tram-
pled on by government
authorities.

Teale was arrested last Feb-
ruary on charges of sexual as-
sault in connection with a se-
ries of Toronto-area rapes. But
police immediately announced
he was the chief suspect in the
deaths of teenagers Kristen
French and Leslie Mahaffy.

The police and big-business
press together vamped on
Teale’s right to be presumed
innocent. The Niagara Re-
gional Police chief announced
Teale would be charged with
the murders many weeks be-
fore he was actually charged.
The media ran a torrent of sto-
ries with anything that could
back up the police allegations.

A CITY-television reporter,
who was present at the trial,
told the audience during a spe-
cial program on the media ban
that the government attorneys
want the ban to defend an ex-
pected guilty verdict.

The restriction is meant not
to protect Teale’s rights but 1o
defend the government from
judicial appeals that charge he
didn't get a fair trial.

The ban itself, and the rea-
sons given for it, have only
worked to bias potential jurors.

Right to an open trial

The right to an open trial was established
only after centuries of struggle in order to
limit the arbitrary actions by the govem-
ments of wealthy ruling classes. It remains
an essential democratic right for the work-
ing class to uphold and defend using the
power of collective action.

More unionists and other working-class
fighters are being charged, tried, and framed

up as the class struggle sharpens. Closed
trials successfully imposed on cases like
that of the Yellowknife strikers, falsely
charged by the police in the Northwest Ter-
ritories of murder and sabotage charges,
would prevent unions from effectively ex-
posing government and cop frame-ups.

Even more serious is the widespread cen-
sorship of newspapers, television shows, and
individuals. The sight of police and courts
successfully muzzling the press and arresting
scores of individuals for possession of daily
newspapers is a dangerous precedent.

It is part of wider use by capitalist gov-
emments of repressive measures to stifle
information and the free exchange of opin-
ions and expression. These moves come at
a time when social polarization is on the
rise. They are linked to the massive censor-
ship imposed on media covering the mili-
tary actions of the United States and other
imperialist powers, including Canada , dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War.

InCanada, a fictional television programon
sexual abuse of young boys by teachers at re-
ligious schools was banned from presentation
for more than a year until after the trial of four
men charged with similar offenses had ended.
Customs officials routinely stop and destroy
books alleged to be pomographic coming into
Canada from the United States on the grounds
that they are “obscene” according to Canadian
law. When U.S. publisher Blue Moon Books,
forexample, tried to ship 30 copies of The Man
Sitting in the Corridor; a novel by Marguerite
Duras, to Trent University in Ontario this fall,
the books were seized at the border. Never
mind that Duras’s love stories have been on
sale in Canada for years.

Some women’s groups have argued for
widening the powers of capitalist govern-
ments lo decide what can be publicly
viewed or read in the mistaken belief that
this somehow advances women's rights,

Bul the labor movement has every interest
in opposing censorship and all restrictions of
democratic rights. Any chiseling away at
press freedom or free speech strengthens the
hand of the capitalist rulers.

20,000 construction workers in Quebec
march against gov’t law attackmg union

BY ROGER ANNIS

QUEBEC CITY, Quebec — More than
20,000 workers marched here December 6
to protest bill 142, a draconian law that
proposes to remove 25,000 construction
workers in Quebec from their industry-wide
collective agreement. Wages and working
conditions will rapidly deteriorate if they are
stripped of union recognition.

“We're marching today for our future,”
said Francois Bédard at the march. “We
can't let this law pass because we'll lose
everything we have.” Bédard is a heavy
equipment operator in Trois Rivieres.

lllegal strike actions protesting the bill be-
gan in late November and have halted work
across the province. Virtually all construction
sites were shut down the day of the march.

“The newspapers and radio talk about
how well-paid we are, how we're privi-
leged.” Bédard explained. *“Yes, we get a
high wage, and we have to — look how few
hours we work in a year!

“And look at our conditions. We're out-
side, in rain, heat, or cold. We eat our
lunches on the ground. Most house contrac-
tors don’t even provide toilets on the job
sites! You call that being privileged?”

This year Bédard worked 450 hours, the
equivalent of 11 weeks, because of the de-
pression conditions in the economy. Unem-
ployment in the construction industry will
reach 50 percent this winter.

In 1992, the average construction worker
in Quebec worked only 750 hours, or 19
weeks. Economic conditions are even worse
this year.

Under bill 142, jobs
that involve building pro-
jects of eight residential
units or less will be re-
moved from the industry-
wide negotiated agree-
ment. Eighty-two percent
of jobs in the construction
industry are currently
covered by a master con-
tract.

The current agreement is
due to expire December 14.
The government has de-
creed its extension twice
since last May.

Government  officials
claim the bill is needed to
stop the spread of an ille-
gal black market in house
construction and renova-
tion. More and more con-
tractors are paying work-
ers under the table to
avoid paying taxes and
benefits. These workers
receive lower wages and
no coverage for unem-
ployment insurance, pen-
sion, vacations. and work-
ers compensation.

Officials also say that by
bringing down wage rates,
the law will reduce the price
of new houses by $3,000
and make them more af-
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Sebastien Lehouillier
Unionists in December 6 protest in Quebec City




