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Socialist 
youth meet 
volunteer 
workers 
in Cuba 
BY LAURA GARZA 

CAIBARIEN, Cuba- "How far is 
there to go?" "When will they meet?" All 
over Cuba, but especially in this town in 
Villa Clara province, people were follow­
ing the progress of the 400 road construc­
tion workers from the "Campaign of Las 
Villas" Contingent. 

These volunteer workers were in the last 
hours of a five-year-long project to com­
plete the first phase of building a 30-mile 
road from the mainland out to Santa Maria 
Key, one of a number of coastal keys that 
the Cuban government plans to develop for 
tourism. Two teams of workers, starting 
from either end, built stretches of the road 
and planned to meet halfway, in the middle 
of the water. 

Just 24 hours before the two teams met, 
two visiting young workers from the 
United States, Brian Taylor and Naomi 
Craine, who are members of the Young So­
cialists, were taken to the end of the road 
from the mainland. The young sociaHsts 

Continued on Page 13 

Join effort to 
distribute and 
study Marxist 

• magazzne 
It may not be surprising that capitalist 

politicians like Bill Clinton do not encour­
age workers and young people to read 
books and think for themselves. After all, 
these defenders of the status quo have no 
interest in anyone thinking critically. But it 
is striking that emerging rightist figures 
who offer a radical critic ism of mainstream 
capitalist politics - Patrick Buchanan, 

EDITORIAL 
Ross Perot, Rush Limbaugh, and 
others - rarely urge anyone to read and 
study either. They don' t need or want to. 
Their antiworker, anti-immigrant, and anti­
woman demagogy appeals to accumulated 
resentments and coarseness, not to the abil­
ity of working people to take control of 
their destiny and change society in the in­
terests of the majority. 

New lnternarional no. 10 is an effective 
answer to these defenders of capitalism 
and reaction. It gives a scientific, factual 
explanation for why the international capi­
talist economic system is in a long-term 
crisis that cannot be resolved short of giant 
class confrontations. The practical per­
spective the magazine presents in face of 
the devastating future offered by 
capitalism - a communist perspec­
tive- will live or die on the shoulders of 
reading, thinking, and self-confident work­
ing people and youth. It is these forces who 

Continued on page 14 

ANC charts next steps 
in democratic revolution 
3,000 discuss 'transformation' of South Africa 
BY STEVE CLARK 
AND GREG McCARTAN 

BLOEMFONTEIN, South Africa­
"Inasmuch as we succeeded in mobilizing 
the people for the victory" in this country's 
first democratic elections in April 1994, 
said Nelson Mandela, "we have today the 
responsibility to mobilize them to become 
active participants in improving their qual­
ity of life, in defending our newly won 
democracy. We have to inculcate into our 
people the culture of taking responsibility 
for the task of reconstruction and develop­
ment Neither government nor the ANC 
alone can realize these plans." 

With these words African National 
Congress president Mandel a concluded the 
opening address to the organization's 49th 
national conference, presented on behalf of 
the ANC's National Executive Committee, 
its highest elected leadership body. Some 
3,000 delegates from across the country 
took part in the five-day policy-making 
meeting, held under the banner "From Re­
sistance to Reconstruction and Nation­
Building." 

The conference was held here at the 
University of the Orange Free State, which 
admitted its ftrst Black student this year. 
The ANC was founded in this city 83 years 
ago in 1912. 

Delegates were chosen by ANC 
branches in cities, urban townships, and ru­
ral villages across the country. The big ma­
jority were workers, members from impov­
erished rural areas, and students and other 
youth. Others were ANC cadres, young 
and old, from the organization's staff, na­
tional and regional government's, unions 
and other mass organizations, and the pro­
fessions and business. Diplomats resident 
in South Africa were invited to all open 
sessions. 

Fraternal nonvoting delegates included 
representatives from the ANC's caucus in 
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ANC president Nelso.o Mandela said delegates "showed unprecedented unity and 
concern with implementing government programs to better the lives of the people." 

the national and regional parliaments, the 
ANC Women's League, and the ANC 
Youth League. The Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU), the 
South African Communist Party, and the 
South African National Civic Organisation 
had observer delegations. SANCO ad­
dresses issues like housing, electrification, 
sanitation, and other community problems. 

Proceedings were conducted in English, 
with simultaneous translation into Zulu, 
Xhosa, Sotho, and Tsonga. 

"Nkosi Sikelel' i-Afrika," the traditional 
anthem of the ANC, and "Die Stem," the 
Afrikaans-language song that has been the 

Imperialism's March 
toward Fascism and War 

Hear: 

JACK BARNES in Los Angeles 
national secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party 

MICHEl PRAIRIE in Philadelphia 
editorr Nouvelle lntemationale 

GEORGE FYSON in Minneapolis 
editor, The Militant 

• 
Cuban Workers and 
Farmers Defend Their 
Socialist Revolution: 
A FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT 
Talks by partidpants in the November 1994 
World Meeting in Solidarity with Cuba held in 
Havana and the December Young Socialists 
speaking tour in Cuba 

Hear: 

MARY·AUCE WATERS in Philadelphia 
editor, New International 

ARGIRIS MALAPANIS in Minneapolis 
· managing editor, The Militant 

NAOMI CRAINE in Los Angeles 
Young Socialists leader 

official anthem of South Africa for 
decades, were both sung at the opening and 
closing. 

Reports by Mandela and Secretary­
General Cyril Ramaphosa reviewed how 
the ANC carried out decisions of the last 
conference, held in 1991 , just over a year 
after it had been unbanned by the apartheid 
regime. In the subsequent three years the 
ANC led the revolutionary democratic 
movement through negotiations with the 
government; organized protest demonstra­
tions, strikes, and boycotts to force the 
regime to hold one-person, one-vote elec-

Continued on Page 6 
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Moscow bombs Chechnya 
as crowd halts tanks 

Russian planes dropped bombs on the 
Shali airport in Chechnya December 18 
as troops moved toward the capital city 
of Grozny. Russian warplanes have ftred 
rockets at both military targets and resi­
dential neighborhoods in the city of 
400,000. Russian troops also fired on a 
convoy of Chechen refugees fleeing the 
country. Nine people were killed. 

Earlier, facing a crowd of protesting 
civilians, Russian general I van Babichev 
halted the advance of his tank division 
about 20 miles from Grozny and said he 
would go no further. 

Meanwhile, Russian president Boris 
Yeltsin, who ordered the 40,000 troops 
into Chechnya, received a boost from 
U.S. vice president AI Gore, who, on a 
visit to Moscow, called the intervention 
an "internal Russian affair." 

Mass migration in China 
China is undergoing an unprece­

dented migration from the countryside to 
the cities. According to a recent Balti­
more Sun report, 10 million peasants 
were expected to migrate in 1994, 
adding to the 80 million already living in 
shantytowns in China's big cities and along 
the coast. Only 15 years ago, 92 percent of 
the country's population were peasants. 
Today, 72 percent live in rural areas and 
only 40 percent actually farm. 

Protesters in Chechnya surround Russian general Ivan. Babicbev, who subsequ~ntly halt.ed 
his troops outside the capital city of Grozny. The Russtan army has been bombmg the caty 
in an effort to halt the republic's demand for independence. 

Millions of these newly proletarianized 
working people cannot find work. The Chi­
nese government recently said its unem­
ployment rate stands at 17 percent in major 
cities. 

SW APO wins Namibia elections 
The South West African People's Or­

ganisation (SWAPO) won Nambia's first 
post-independence elections with some 71 
percent of the vote. Sam Nujoma was re­
elected president of Narnbia with 72 per­
cent of the vote against Mishake Muyongo 
of the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance 
(DT A). The DT A had links with the fonner 
apartheid regime of South Africa. 

Nujoma led SWAPO in a 23-year guer­
rilla war for independence against South 
African colonial rule. Apartheid's domina­
tion was broken following a major defeat 
inflicted on the South African army in An-

gola in 1988 by Angolan troops and Cuban 
and SW APO volunteer fighters. 

Bribe charge shakes Rome 
An investigation of corruption charges 

against Silvio Berlusconi, Italy's prime 
minister, has shaken the right-wing coali­
tion government there. Berlusconi was 
questioned in Milan for seven hours De­
cember 13 about alleged payments of 
$200,000 made to Italian tax officers in re­
turn for favorable tax audits. 

The political crisis wracking Rome 
deepened as 21 inspectors in the justice 
ministry resigned the same day ir:l the face 
of mounting public criticism. They had 
been sent to "investigate" the Milan judge 
who interrogated Berlusconi. 

One of Beilusconi's rivals in the coali­
tion government, Umberto Bossi of the 
Northern League, publicly predicted a gov­
ernment rupture, stating, " It will be the end 
of Berlusconi." 

Collor acquitted in Brazil 
Fonner president Fernando Collor was 
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acquitted December 12 of corruption 
charges by a 5-3 Supreme Court ruling. 
Collor had faced a maximum of eight years 
in prison. 

The trial ended without a conviction af­
ter the court decided that computer 
diskettes submitted by the prosecution as 
evidence of a network of corruption had 
been illegally obtained. The fonner presi­
dent was forced to resign in 1992 follow­
ing massive protests supporting impeach­
ment proceedings against him. 

Dissatisfaction with the ruling among 
working people and others in Brazil, as 
well as the weak prosecution effort, have 
raised the possibility of a new trial over 
charges of embezzlement. Collor has been 
accused of embezzling $100 million in his 
more than two years in office. 

Argentine military in Chiapas 
Ramiro de Ia Rosa, vice president of the 

Latin American Parliament, stated in a 
prominent Buenos Aires daily, Pagina 12, 
that at least 20 Argentine military advisors 
were operating in Mexico. The report al­
leged that the advisors were paid $10,000 
a month to aid in eliminating the Zapatista 
National Liberation Anny, a guerrilla 
group operating in the state of Chiapas. 

Argentina's minister of defense, Oscar 
Camili6n, denied the allegation, telling re­
porters in Buenos Aires, "There are no Ar­
gentine military officers, whether retired or 
active-duty, advising the Mexicans." 

In the 1970s the Argentine military 
waged a "dirty war" against unions and po­
litical opponents in which tens of thou­
sands were tortured or killed. They later 
sold their services to the U.S.-backed mer­
cenaries in Nicaragua until the 1982 war 
with Britain disrupted those plans. 
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Plane crashes after FAA ban 
The second American Eagle flight in 

two months crashed in North Carolina 
December 13, killing 15 people. The 
plane, a Jetstream Super 31, has a history 
of crashes while flying in icy conditions. 

In early December, the Federal A via­
tion Administration banned two types of 
planes from flying, the ATR-72 and the 
A TR-42. The American Eagle plane that 
crashed October 31 was an ATR-72. This 
was the fifth fatal crash of a U.S. airliner 
this year, bringing the number of deaths 
to 257. 

Orange County sells off fund 
The government of Orange County, 

California, which filed for bankruptcy 
December 6, has begun to sell off its de­
pleted $20 billion investment holdings in 
order to cap more than $2 billion in 
losses. The Orange County collapse was 
the largest single loss in the U.S. bond 
markets this year and the largest 
bankruptcy ever involving a unit of gov­
ernment in the United States. 

The sale of the remaining securities, 
valued at $8 billion, follows a fire sale of 
$12 billion of bonds and other invest­
ments by U.S. and international invest­
ment banks. These securities were held 

as collateral against loans made to the 
county. About $5 billion in securities from 
Orange County's investment fund belongs 
to 187 different municipal authorities, 
school districts, transportation authorities, 
and others who invested their money with 
the county authorities. 

Washington signs pact with Haiti 
Officials from the U.S. Department of 

Commerce and the Haitian finance min­
istry signed an agreement December 14 to 
create a joint Business Development Coun­
c il that will give tax breaks and other in­
centives to U.S. companies that establish 
operations in Haiti before July 1, 1995. 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide also 
pledged to introduce legislation to lower 
import tariffs. 

In a move to guarantee profits for U.S. 
banks and corporations, Washington 
pledged almost $25 million to the Haitian 
government to clear back debts on loans. 
The plan includes $12 million from the 
United States Agency for International De­
velopment for the assembly and handi­
crafts industries. which U.S. companies 
hope to operate profitably. 

-MAURICE WILLIAMS 

Damon Tinnon contributed to this column. 
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Capitalist investors look to Vietnam 
BY PAT SMITH 

With an eye to cheap labor and a grow­
ing potential market, international in­
vestors are looking to Vietnam. The World 
Bank pledged $2 billion in loans and 
grants to that Southeast Asian country at a 
November meeting in Paris. 

"The promises were backed by unusu­
ally strong praise for the country's efforts 
to liberalise its economy and what the bank 
called its recent • impressive perform­
ance,'" the December 1 Far Eastern Eco­
nomic Review reported. The magazine 
noted that growth of Vietnam's gross do­
mestic product growth this year was ex­
pected to be 8.5 percent, up from 8.1 per­
cent last year. Inflation is at 5.2 percent, 
down from 17 percent. 

Ho Chi Minh City, in southern Vietnam, 
is home to a $733 million Singaporean pro­
ject to build houses, an education center, 
and a hospital. Thirty construction projects 
are under way in Hanoi. With only 200,000 
cars and ser vice vehicles on the road, 
Chrysler, Mitsubishi, Renault, BMW, and 
Mercedes Benz plan to set up shop and sell 
to the urban centers' growing middle class. 
Tourism has been the maio foreign invest­
ment in central Vietnam, while industrial 
investors have targeted Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Minh City. 

The highest investments come from cap­
italists in Taiwan and Hong Kong, fol­
lowed by those in South Korea, Australia, 
Singapore, Japan, and France . U.S. ftrms, 
which began investing after Washington 
lifted its 19-year embargo against Vietnam 
in February, rank 14th. 

The U.S. government- imposed sanc­
tions on North Vietnam in 1964 and ex­
tended them to the entire country in 1975 
after failing to crush the liberation struggle. 
The triumph over Washington culminated 
a decades-long fight by the workers and 
peasants of Vietnam against colonial and 
neocolonial domination and for socialism. 
The new government in Vietnam took a 
number of measures to attack basic social 
problems like hunger, unemployment, drug 
addiction, and other ills brought by years 
of capitalist exploitation. The government 
established free health care, and education 
and agricultural cooperatives. 

Tele¥1i~i(l1n factory in Hanoi. Foreign capitalists are investing in Vietnam to take ad­
vantage of the high profits from a low-wage labor force and tap a growing markeL 

The country's Stalinist leadership pre­
vented the workers state's advancement, 
however. Hanoi officially sanctioned capi­
talist market reforms, called doi moi or 
renovation, in 1986. The system of collec­
tivized agriculture, plagued by bureau­
cratic methods, had virtually collapsed a 
year earlier fo llowing crop failures and 
food shortages. 

Vietnamese officials stress they plan to 
open the economy to international invest­
ment even more in 1995, promote privately 
owned industry, and attract more of the 
country's large rural population into the ur­
ban labor force. 

Hanoi bas slashed the number of its 
state-owned enterprises from 12,000 in 
I 990 to 7,000 in 1993. It plans to hold on 
to those that are "strategic." Capitalist in­
vestors say the Vietnamese government 
can continue to run public service agen­
cies, including power and water plants, but 
should tum all manufacturing over to pri­
vate firms. 

Throughout the countryside peasants are 
being driven off the land and into urban ar­
eas, where they are expanding the reserve 
army of low-wage labor. The government 
bas sought to hold down wages to encour­
age foreign capitalist investment. 

The per capita income is reported at 
$500 a year in industrial centers like Ho 
Chi Minh City. In the countryside, where 
about 80 percent of Vietnam's 73 million 
people live, it is closer to $220. 

In Quang Tri province, when the harvest 
is good, many of the 400,000 farm families 
there earn less than $200 a year. When 
crops are lost to flood or drought they are 
left with nothing. The government no 
longer guarantees farmers seed and fertil­
izer for such emergencies. 

Since 1989 Vietnam has been the 
world's third-largest exporter of rice after 
the United States and Thailand, with an av­
erage of 2 million tons a year. The coun­
try's overworked farmland bas three times 
the population density of China. 

Buchanan readies presidential campaign 
BY MAURICE WILUAMS 

Ultrarightist politician Pat Buchanan has 
taken the ftrst steps toward launching his 
campaign for the U.S. presidency in 1996. 
The news was reported December 1 6 by 
radio host Larry King, who said Buchanan 
had ''formed an exploratory committee" to 
consider his candidacy. 

Although Buchanan has not yet made an 
offiCial statement, an aide from his group, 
American Cause, to ld the Militant the 1996 
presidential campaign was being dis­
cussed. 

politician has continued to push his nation­
alist demagogy. Backing California's anti­
immigrant Proposition 187, he demanded 
the federal government "defend Califor­
nia's border and expel the invaders." He 
played a prominent role in the opposition 
to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), stating, "America surren­
ders her national sovereignty, her freedom 
of action to defend her own economic vital 
interests from the job pHJagers of Tokyo 
and Beijing." 

Buchanan announced his campaign 
move the day after President Bill Clinton 
made a speech - widely viewed as sound­
ing out his own reelection campaign -
promising a "middle-class tax cut." 

On the December 16 "Larry King Live" 
program, entitled "The Possibility of a 

Third Party," fonner senator Tsongas 
blasted Clinton' s speech. "Look at last 
night. All the give-aways, no entitlement 
reform. Same thing is true with the Repub­
licans," complained Tsongas, founder of 
the Concord Coalition. He applauded a bi­
partisan committee headed by senators 
Bob Kerrey and John Danforth that pro­
posed drastic cuts in Social Security. 

Tsongas has called for a third capitalist 
party to run in the 1996 elections. He sug­
gested the presidential candidate be Gen. 
Colin Powell, who was chairman of the 
Joint Cbjefs of Staff during the U.S.-led 
war on Iraq. 

Also appearing on "Larry King Live" 
was Ed Rollins, who for a while was one of 
rightist politician Ross Perot's campaign 
organizers in 1992. 

"I have seen pictures of Hanoi and the 
other big cities, and I think they must be 
like paradise, like a dream," Ho Thi DooJ, 
a 40-year-old farm worker in Cam Lo, 
Vietnam, told a New York TirMs reporter. 
"But here in the countryside, I think life is 
more difficult than before. The government 
cannot help us as before." Dong supports 
two chiJdren on her $12-a-month earnings. 
She explained she was ill. "I have trouble 
keeping food down," she said. " In the old 
system I could go to the doctor and get the 
stomach medicine for free. Now, I must 
pay for the medicine myself." 

Cuts in social services 
"During what we call the transition pe­

riod from a planned subsidized economy to 
a market-oriented economy, of course 
there are negative impacts, and one of 
these is on health," said Pham Huy Dung 
of Vietnam's health ministry. Hanoi cut 
funding to the hospital in Quang Tri 
Province by one-third, for example. 

The country's health-care system, once 
fully financed by the government, is being 
privatized. Five years ago there were only 
a few state-run pharmacies in Hanoi. To­
day more than 1,000 are privately owned. 

A recent health ministry study found that 
95 percent of the customers at two pharma­
cies surveyed went straight to the druggist 
without visiting a doctor because doctor 
visits were too costly. In one store, only 
one out of 289 customers had a doctor's 
prescription. The study revealed that phar­
macists most often prescribed those medi­
cations that brought in the highest profits. 

The government began to reduce social 
services four years ago, instead funneling 
the money into the construction of roads 
and electrical lines to attract capitalist in­
vestment. This is in a country where half 
the children under age six are malnour­
ished, and malaria is on the rise. 

In public schools across Vietnam, stu­
dents are now required to pay for their 
books and sometimes even for classes. Par­
ents who cannot afford the expense must 
pull their children out of school. 

" It's logical for people to pay something 
for medicine and education in a market 
economy." said government economist Do 
Due Dioh. " In the cities this has been no 
problem. The problem is with the 10 per­
cent of the population that still cannot af­
ford these services." 

Strikes break out 
Workers in Vietnam have conducted 

dozens of strikes over the past year, re­
flecting the class conflicts and social in­
eqvalities that have been heightened by 
Hanoi's market reforms. Hundreds of 
workers opened 1994 by striking four fac­
tories in Ho Chi Minh City over wages and 
working conditions. Two hundred fifty 
workers at a privately-owned toy manufac­
turer won concessions after a short walkout 
to protest late paychecks. 

Workers at a state-owned cashew pro­
cessing plant also scored a victory after a 
brief work stoppage. In December, 300 
textile workers in Viet Tri City struck and 
won wage hikes. The strike "reflects grow­
ing assertiveness among Vietnamese work­
ers," London's Financial Times said. 

Buchanan ran for president in 1992 as a 
Republican, campaigning under the banner 
of "America First."He has kept one foot in 
mainstream capitalist politics while at the 
same time appealing to disgruntled middle­
class elements and others who are willing 
to act outside that framework and to fight 
in the streets to impose reactionary solu­
tions. Buchanan represents a variety of in­
cipient American fascism. 

Since the 1992 elections, the rightist 
U.S. helicopter shot down over N. Korea 

F 

Militant/Jon Hillson 
Rightist politician Patrick Buchanan 

BY PAT SMITH 
North Korean troops downed a U.S. he­

licopter December 17, three to five miles 
inside North Korean territory. The Kiowa 
reconnaissance helicopter was 10 miles off 
its stated course. The government in Py­
ongyang charges that Chief Warrant Offi­
cers David Hileman and Bobby Hall were 
on one of Washington's many hostile 
surveillance operations. 

The U.S. government has 37,000 troops 
stationed in South Korea. The joint mili­
tary exercises it routinely carries out with 
the Seoul regime amount to practice inva­
sions of the North. Washington's heavy 
military presence enforces the division of 
the Korean peninsula against massive pop­
ular sentiment in North and South for re­
unification of the country. 

Clinton administration offi cials claimed 
they were puzzled about how two experi­
enced pilots ended up over Kumgang 
County on North Korea's east coast, but in-

sisted they accidentally strayed off course 
during a routine training mission. Hi lemon, 
who was killed in the incident, had more 
than 1,000 hours of flying time in the 
Kiowa and had flown a chopper in the Per­
sian Gulf War. Hall had registered 1,021 
hours total flying time, at least 20 hours of 
that in Korea. Pentagon spokesman Ken­
neth Bacon admitted weather was not a 
factor, with visibility at six miles. 

U.S. officials, however, condemned and 
threatened Pyongyang for shooting down 
the helicopter. The White House threat­
ened to back out of a deal brokered in Oc­
tober between the U.S. and North Korean 
governments. Under the agreement, Wash­
ington is to arrange to get nuclear reactors 
and fuel oil to North Korea in exchange for 
changes in Pyongyang's nuclear program. 

"Failure to aggressively investigate this 
case and fajJure to return the missing ser­
vicemen would have a serious impact on 
U.S.-North Korean relations." a spokes-

man for Democratic representative Bill 
Richardson warned North Korean officials. 
The Clinton administration asked Richard­
son to extend his stay in the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea to help resolve 
the situation. The congressman was there 
on unrelated business. 

"They're not exactly in an enviable posi­
tion in the world, are they?'' Democratic 
senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan said 
threateningly on the December 18 CBS 
news program "Face the Nation." 

"Their dictator's dead. Their economy's 
dead. And they've got two American pi­
lots, and they'd better get them back fast,'' 
he added. 

Pyongyang turned down a request to 
meet with U.S. officials in Panmunjom De· 
cember 19, saying they were still investi­
gating the incident. A couple of days later, 
however, Hilemon's remains were re­
turned. North Korean government officials 
indicated they would later release Hall. 
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'New International' magazine explains 
imperialism's march to fascism and war 

Printed below are major excerpts of 
the introduction to the just published is­
sue of New lnternalioiUll, a magazine of 
Marxist politics and theory. Issue no. 10 
features the articles "Defending Cuba, 
Defending Cuba's Socialist Revolution" 
by Mary-Alice Waters, "What the 1987 
Stock Market Crash Foretold," and 
"Imperialism's March toward Fascism 
and War" by Jack Barnes. Copyright 
©408 Printing and Publishing Corp., 
reprinted by permission. Subheadings 
are by the Militant. 

BY STEVE CLARK 
This issue of New International looks at 

the consequences over the last seven years 
of the decelerating growth, heightened 
volatility, and increasing instability that 
more and more form the pattern of interna­
tional capitalism - a pattern signaled by 
the near-meltdown in October 1987 of 
stock markets from New York and London 
to Tokyo and Hong Kong. The spreading 
vulnerability of the market system, sharp­
ening interimperialist conflict, and deepen­
ing insecurity in the lives of growing hun­
dreds of millions impose themselves on all 
of world politics. 

Cuban revolution remains, as it has been 
for thirty-five years, at the center of the 
worldwide contest between capitalism and 
socialism-the contest that has marked 
world politics since the victory in October 
1917 of the Bolshevik-Jed revolution in 
Russia. 

Today the decisive front in that battle 
pits U.S. imperialism-the world's most 
powerful, and fmal, empire-against a 
small but unyielding workers and farmers 
government in Cuba. As Waters explains 

from Warsaw to Beijing - are unfurling 
the banner of capitalism and the market. 

"Defending Cuba, Defending Cuba's 
Socialist Revolution" by Mary-Alice Wa­
ters presents a different perspective. The 
record of three and a half decades offers 
convincing evidence that what is most de­
cisive about Cuba are not the ways in 
which it is similar to other states in which 
capitalist property relations have been 
abolished but the ways in which it is funda­
mentally unlike them. The July 26 Move-

Only a few years ago, the authoritative 
representatives of the world's bourgeois 
ruling classes were hailing the dawn of a 
New World Order, built on what they por­
tray as the historic triumph of democratic 
capitalism over communism. They pledged 
a future of economic plenty, expanding 
democratic rights, and growing world 
peace. 

The articles in these pages offer a differ­
ent point of view. As humanity heads to­
ward the twenty-first century, the future in 
fact offered by international finance capital 
is one of deepening economic depression 
and an accompanying march toward fas­
cism and war. 

Militant/Michel Dugre 
Youth in Havana demonstrate their support for the revolution in November 1994. 
"Broad layers of the working class in Cuba and its communist vanguard maintain an 
unbroken will and capacity to fight in defense of the revolution's socialist character," 
a report by New International editor Mary-Alice Waters explains. 

Communist conclusions 
The political conclusions that best fit 

this reality - and are thus the best guide to 
action - are communist conclusions. A 
cataclysmic outcome of victorious fascist 
movements and a war of previously un­
known dimensions and intensity is not 
foreordained. Before fascism can triumph 
and another interimperialist war becomes 
inevitable, workers will be driven to resist 
the capitalists ' mounting assaults on our 
living and working conditions, on our 
democratic rights, and on the very condi­
tions that make possible human solidarity. 
With revolutionary leadership, forged over 
time in the workers movement, working 
people can wrest power from the govern­
ments of the ruling families in the United 
States and other capitalist countries, stop 
the inexorable march toward a third world 
war, and open the road to a socialist future 
of cooperative human labor, truly demo­
cratic government, and cultural advance­
ment 

Because of the place of the Cuban revo­
lution in this historic class struggle, we are 
opening the issue with a report by New In­
ternational editor Mary-Alice Waters on 
the fight for socialism in Cuba today. The 

NEW INTERNATIONAL 

no. 7 

in this August 1994 report to a convention 
of the Socialist Workers Party .in the 
United States, Wall Street and Washington 
from the outset of the revolution have pur­
sued a course aimed at crushing Cuba's 
toilers and dividing them from their com­
munist leadership. The reason for the U.S. 
rulers' hostility toward the Cuban revolu­
tion is not complicated. Cuban working 
people in 1959-60 did the one thing impe­
rialism fights most ruthlessly to prevent: 
they emulated what the toilers of Russia 
had done some four decades earlier. They 
overturned the bourgeoisie's monopoly of 
state power, established a workers and 
farmers republic, expropriated capitalist 
property in land and the basic means of 
production, and set out to support - in 
both word and deed - those the world 
over who are fighting to free themselves 
from imperialist oppression or capitalist 
exploitation. 

Since the crumbling of the Stalinist ap­
paratuses throughout Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union from 1989 to 1991 , most 
voices speaking out about the Cuban 
revolution- not only its open bourgeois 
enemies but also many of its liberal and 
somewhat socialist "friends" - approach 
it like the last surviving organism of a 
species that has become extinct. They re­
gard it as a stubborn problem to be gotten 
out of the way now that all the other 
regimes that once called themselves 
communist - from Moscow to Hanoi, 

Opening Guns of World War Ill: 

4 

no.4 

Washington's Assault on Iraq 
by Jack Barnes 

The U.S. government's murderous b lock­
ade, bombardment, and invasion of Iraq 
heralded increasingly sharp conflicts 
among imperialist powers, more wars, 
and growing instability of international 
capitalism. $12 

The Fight for a Workers and Farmers 
Government in the United States 
by Jack Barnes $9 

Available at bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or from Pathfinder, 410 West St., New 
York, NY 10014. Fax: (212) 727·0150. Please add $3 to cover postage and handling. 
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ment, ihe revolutionary organization 
forged by a team led by Fidel Castro in the 
1950s, bypassed the Popular Socialist 
Party, the Stalinist party in Cuba, in order 
to lead a successful workers and farmers 
revolution to bring .down the U.S."backed 
Batista dictatorship. As the revolution's 
anticapitalist course deepened, that leader­
ship constructed the first mass communist 
party to exist since the Stalinist counterrev­
olution in the 1920s and 1930s. 

Today, the revolutionary government in 
Cuba continues to be distinguished from 
all the other regimes that have claimed to 
be communist by two inseparably inter­
twined features. First, broad layers of the 
working class in Cuba and its communist 
vanguard maintain an unbroken will and 
capacity to fight in defense of the revolu­
tion's socialist character. Second, Cuba's 
workers and farmers government continues 
to respond to the pressures of the working 
class and use its power to lead working 
people in fighting to advance their class as­
pirations and internationalist commit­
ments. 

Challenges before Cuba 
Waters looks at the current challenges 

and opportunities before the Cuban revolu­
tion today, in face of the defeats of revolu­
tions in Nicaragua and Grenada in the 
1980s and the most difficult economic con­
ditions in socialist Cuba's history. As at 
each prior crossroads in the revolution, but 
more so than ever before, the way forward 
today combines defending the state power 
of the working class at home and maintain­
ing their proletarian internationalist per­
spectives. 

As Waters points out, the setbacks in the 
Americas and sudden cutoff of heavily 
subsidized trade with the former Soviet 
Union have necessitated a retreat by the 
working class and its leadership in Cuba. 
But revolutionary-minded working people 
and youth - in the factories and fields, as 
well as in mass mobilizations and rall ies 
- continue to show their readiness to de­
fend the socialist revolution in face of 
these difficulties. The government remains 
their government. And they remain com­
mitted to a course that reaches out to work­
ers, farmers, and youth wherever they are 
engaged in uncompromising anti-im­
perialist or anticapitalist struggles. 

That's why Washington's course toward 
Havana is unlike the course it charts to­
ward any other government in the world. 
The relations between these two govern­
ments reflect the most irreconcilable class 

conflict in world politics today. And that, 
in tum, is why defending Cuba and defend­
ing Cuba's socialist revolution will remain 
a task of class-conscious workers and 
revolutionary-minded youth there and 
around the world until one side or the other 
has been defeated in that historic battle. 

At the World Meeting in Solidarity with 
Cuba, held in Havana in late November 
1994 as this issue was being completed, 
president Fidel Castro in his closing ad­
dress pointed to the "billions of human be­
ings who go hungry, who don't have 
schools, who don't have access to hospi­
tals, who don't have jobs, who don't have 
a roof over their heads, who can't even 
count on the most elementary necessities of 
life." He reviewed the history of bloody 
military interventions by Washington, 
London, Paris, and other capitalist powers 
against sovereign peoples in Latin Amer­
ica, Asia, and Africa. 

Root of problems is capitalism 
''And what is the root of all these prob­

lems?" he asked. "Can anyone perhaps 
deny that the root of these problems is neo­
colonialism, imperialism? Can anyone 
deny that the root of all these problems is 
capitalism?" Cuba "will never return to 
capitalism," Castro told the 3,500 partici­
pants in the international gathering. "We'd 
rather perish than renounce our principles. 
We'd rather perish than renounce social­
ism!" 

If the future of the world capitalist order 
were indeed the one its boosters today pro­
claim, then such a statement would be little 
more than quixotic bravado in face of insu­
perable odds. In fact, if such apologetic 
claims for capitalism have any basis, then 
communists not only in Cuba but the world 
over are, at best, a doomed and anomalous 
minority. 

The contents of this issue of New Inter­
national make the opposite case. That is 
why taking a look at Cuba today provides 
a good entry point to the other articles, 
which detail the world conditions in which 
the prospects for the Cuban revolution rise 
or fa11. Cuba is, and must be understood as, 
an integral part of the economics .and poli­
tics of the world of the 1990s. 

"What the 1987 Stock Market Crash 
Foretold" is a resolution discussed and 
adopted by the Socialist Workers Party of 
the United States in the wake of the biggest 
crash of the world's stock markets since 
1929. Presented in 1988 to an SWP con­
vention and international conference of 
communist leagues from around the world, 
and adopted by the delegates, the resolu­
tion looks at the evolution of world politics 
prior to the crumbling of the Stalinist appa­
ratuses in the USSR and Eastern Europe. 

"Imperialism's March toward Fascism 
and War" is a document based on several 
talks by SWP national secretary Jack 
Barnes given in early 1994. It was dis­
cussed by members of the Socialist Work­
ers Party in the months leading up to the 
party's August 1994 convention and 
adopted by the delegates to that decision­
making meeting. 

At the close of both the 1988 and 1994 
SWP conventions, delegates charged com­
missions to prepare the adopted resolutions 
and reports for publication in light of the 
convention discussion. The three articles in 
these pages have been left as edited imme­
diately following those conventions. A 
number of important subsequent develop­
ments have been footnoted, and a number 
of references have been added by the edi­
tors of New International to aid the reader. 

As the articles explain, the potentially 
devastating consequences of phenomena 
such as the worldwide stock market crash 
of 1987 and the proliferation of highly 
speculative paper securities such as 
"derivatives" are not isolated to Wall 
Street. Today's soaring financial greed and 
related banking and currency dealings 
- which have grown to many times the 
dollar value of world trade over the past 
decade- are the other side of the defla­
tionary depression conditions world capi­
talism has sunk into for the first time in half 
a century. 

Capitalists are not plowing the hefty 
profits they are currently reaping from the 



exploitation of workers' labor into the ex­
pansion of capacity-increasing plant and 
equipment and a consequent ~rowth -of 
wealth-producing industrial jobs. Instead, 
cost cutting, "downsizing," computerized 
speedup, the intensification and atomiza­
tion of work, and even stock buybacks 
have become the order of the day for cash­
rich finance capital the world over. Despite 
talk in the business pages about an 
"investment boom" in the United States 
since 1991 , the biggest expenditures are 
for computers and telecommunications 
equipment aimed at squeezing a fatter 
profit margin out of fewer employees, 
working in fewer plants, for more hours, 
with intensified line speed, and for less pay 
and reduced benefits. 

Pointing to this combination of longer 
workweeks, declining real wages, ongoing 
layoffs and job insecurity, and conjunc­
turally rising profits, a front-page article in 
the November 14 issue of the London­
based Financial Times proclaimed, "Here 
is productivity and no mistake. If this is 
what the peak of the [business) cycle looks 
like, God help the workers in the next 
downturn." The article in this leading busi­
ness daily - hardly known as a champion 
of workers' rights and living stand­
ards- was headlined, "Work harder, or 
not at all." 

The longer-run decline in rates of both 
industrial profit and capital accumulation 
described in "What the 1987 Stock Market 
Crash Foretold," and the consequent slack­
ening in worldwide economic growth, go 
back a quarter century to the late 1960s 
and early 1970s. The unfolding of world 
capitalism since the 1987 crash, however, 
has registered the fact that increasing lay­
ers of the working class in the United 
States, Europe, and other imperialist coun­
tries face rising unemployment, more part­
time and temporary jobs, stagnating or de­
clining real wages, and erosion of hard­
won components of the social wage, such 
as social security pensions, workers' com­
pensation, health care, jobless benefits, and 
public education. 

Economic insecurity mounts 
The polarization between wealth and 

poverty grows worldwide, and economic 
insecurity mounts. Capitalist horrors that 
the labor movement and its allies pushed 
back through decades of struggle - such 
as homework, the exploitation of child la­
bor, orphanages, and the worJchouse- are 
once again openly advocated by "respect­
able" bourgeois voices as necessary to re­
store social discipline and "family values." 

imperialist capital has been pouring since 
1990. 

The depression conditions that opened 
the final decade of the twentieth century 
will not be reversed by any "automatiC cor­
rections" or cyclical action of the capitalist 
market. Instead, today's deflationary pres­
sures heighten the volatility of capitalism's 
proliferating paper assets and increase the 
danger that unanticipated partial crises of 
whatever origin- political, military, or 
financial - will precipitate a cascading 
banking and monetary collapse and break­
down of industrial production and world 
trade. 

Between now and any sustained 
turnaround in the fortunes of world capital­
ism, the imperialist rulers will have to con­
front and win bloody class battles against 
the workers and their toiling allies. As cap­
italist disorder increases, growing sections 
of the employing class, its government, and 
its political parties will come to recognize 
the inevitability of these battles. More and 
more of the exploiters will turn to fascist 
movements in order to crush the unions 
and other workers organizations and safe­
guard bourgeois rule. 

The practical implications for class­
conscious workers of this difference be­
tween a periodic slump in the business cy­
cle, that is, a recession, and a long-term de­
scent in the curve of capitalist development 
was discussed by the international commu­
nist movement in the half decade after the 
October revolution in Russia. Given the 
significance of this question to the strategic 
political issues discussed in this issue, we 
are reprinting a 1923 article by the Bolshe­
vik leader Leon Trotsky summarizing con­
clusions that still hold to this day .... 

Events of the last few years have offered 
stunning refutation - if any further were 
needed in a century scarred by the bloodi­
est wars and holocausts in history - of the 
notion that capitalism offers a future of 
growing world peace. In October 1994 the 
U.S. government mounted another major 
military buildup in the Gulf and renewed 
threats of bombardment of Iraq, whose 
people are starving as the result of a four­
year-long imperialist economic embargo. 
Washington has once again installed an 
army of occupation in one of its American 
neighbors, this time in the Caribbean na­
tion of Haiti. 

In a provocation aimed at the socialist 
revolution in Cuba and its revolutionary 
government, U.S. officials are holding 
some 22,000 Cubans in a virtual concen­
tration camp at the Guantanamo naval sta­
tion on occupied Cuban territory, and 
Washington has tightened the uncon-

Militant/John Sarge 
Flint, Michigan, auto workers strike in September against speedup and overtime. In 
face of a capitalist future of depression, war, and fascism, New International explains 
the perspective of workers and farmers expropriating the exploiters and joining the 
worldwide fight for socialism. 

scionable economic embargo against 
Cuba. 

The slaughter organized by the Serbian 
regime and its rival gangs of bureaucrats 
and aspirant capitalists in the former Yu­
goslavia is now approaching its fourth 
year, and British and French troops are on 
the ground in Bosnia to protect their rival 
interests in the Balkans. Shouldering "the 
white man's burden" to defend capitalist 
order in Africa, armies from the United 
States, France, Belgium, and other imperi­
alist powers have sent occupation forces 
into Somalia, Rwanda, and Zaire. Civil 
wars rage between the ins and the outs 
among the disintegrating Stalinist appara­
tuses in various republics of the former 
USSR, with Moscow dispatching troops to 
back now one, now another faction to re­
assert Russia's imperial designs from the 
Black Sea through Central Asia. 

All these wars and interventions, in turn, 
are resulting in sharpening conflicts among 
the imperialist powers, and between these 
powers and Moscow. 

Need revolutionary parties 
The decaying capitalist world order de­

scribed in this issue of New International 
provides convincing proof why the revolu­
tionary road the workers and farmers of 
Cuba set out on thirty-five years ago offers 
the only way forward for humanity. The 
task confronting class-conscious workers 
and revolutionary-minded youth the world 
over is to establish workers and farmers 
governments, expropriate the capitalist ex­
ploiters whose pursuit of profits is leading 
us toward another, devastating world war, 
and begin the worldwide construction of a 
new socialist order. 

Accomplishing these historic tasks is not 

possible without building revolutionary 
workers parties in every country as part of 
a renewed world communist movement. 
The crumbling of the Stalinist apparatuses 
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union 
has removed the biggest obstacle to ad­
vancing that effort. Following the political 
counterrevolution in the Soviet Union at 
the end of the 1920s, the Stalinists hijacked 
the banner of the revolutionary workers 
movement that Marx and Engels had 
helped initiate in the mid-nineteenth cen­
tury. For several years following the Octo­
ber 1917 revolution, the Bolshevik leader­
ship had begun transforming that move­
ment into a truly mass worldwide organiza­
tion, the Communist International. 

The parasitic caste that politically ex­
propriated the working class in the Soviet 
Union had no function in social produc­
tion, and thus no historic viability. Stalin­
ism nonetheless got a brief extension of its 
lease on life by cJaiming credit for the vic­
tory of the Soviet workers and peasants in 
World War II; the revolutions in Yu­
goslavia, China, Korea, and Vietnam; and 
the overturn of capitalist property relations 
in Eastern Europe. 

Today, however, for the first time in 
nearly seven decades, it is no longer a fore­
gone conclusion that the big majority of 
revolutionary-minded workers, farmers, 
and youth attracted to a socialist perspec­
tive will be won instead to counterrevolu­
tionary organizations falsely presenting 
themselves as communist. 

It is above all to the workers and youth 
who are and will become the cadres of a 
renewed world communist movement that 
the perspectives in this issue provide an in­
valuable guide to political action in the 
months and years ahead. In the Third World, the living and work­

ing conditions of hundreds of millions re­
main wretched or are sharply deteriorating. 
This is true not just for the toilers of sub­
Saharan Africa, or of the least economi­
cally developed countries of Asia and the 
Americas. Class differentiation is also im­
poverishing broad layers of toilers in the 
handful of Asian and (even fewer) Latin 
American countries undergoing the most 
rapid capitalist industrialization and into 
whose "emerging" stock and bond markets 

Youth prepare for brigade to Cuba 
BY DAMON TINNON 

Young people who are going to Cuba as 
part of an international brigade are now en­
thusiastically beginning to dig into books 
and discussions to be better prepared for 
their January 6-20 trip. They are also rais-

New Int~mna1ional no. ~0 
Oefen,ding Cuba, .Defending 
Cuba's ·SootaUst Revolution 
byrMary-Alice Waters 

WhClf 1lte 1937 Stoek. 
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resolutipn adppted by th~ SlJtiqli$t 
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Fasdsm: and War 
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The Curve of ClapitaliSt 
Development 
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ing funds and arranging passports, visas, 
and other requirements. And they continue 
to sign up more people for the youth 
brigade. 

A group of brigade participants and sup­
porters from Philadelphia, New York, and 

Cleveland, who had 
gathered in New York 
to attend a December 
17 public political fo­
rum, met the following 
morning to discuss a 
pamphlet entitled Che 
Guevara and the Fight 
for Socialism Today. 
This provided an op­
portunity to discuss 
Cuba's socialist revolu­
tion. 

Some of the brigade 
participants report they 
have found it useful to 
take on a three-pam­
phlet reading list to pre­
pare for the trip. They 
are Che Guevara and 
the Fight for Socialism 
Today, The Second 
Declaration of Ha­
vana, and a collection 
of three Militant arti­
cles. 

In Minneapolis, bri-

gade participants are organizing final fund­
raising efforts and studying ideas they 
think will be helpful in understanding the 
Cuban revolution. Megan Arney, a student · 
at the University of Minnesota, has already 
raised the needed funds for her trip and is 
now studying "Che Guevara, Cuba, and the 
Road to Socialism," featured in issue no. 8 
of New International magazine. 

"When I go to Cuba, I want to under­
stand as much as possible about it so I can 
have a better base for the discussions that I 
will have there," Arney explained. The 
group will have a send-off party at a restau­
rant where Arney works. 

In San Francisco, brigade participants 
recently held a rummage sale. A rail 
worker, Floyd Taylor, brought a used car 
to the sale-. He netted $650 toward his 
travel cost. 

In other cities, union members and other 
workers who are not going on the brigade 
have organized to make donations to en­
able youth to pay their travel costs. 

In Reykjavik, Iceland, Olafur Kristjans­
son and Eyjolfur Eyuinarson are also 
working to go on the brigade; They are 
raising travel funds and telling others about 
their trip so they can explain the truth 
about Cuba on their return. 

To join and build the brigade, call (212) 
677-4356 or write: Cuba Youth Brigade, 
P.O. Box 1801, New York, NY 10009. 
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AN C conference charts next steps in 
democratic revolution in South Africa 
Continued from front page 
tions; and mobilized the population for 
elections in which the ANC won 63 per­
cent of seats in the new combined constitu­
tional assembly and national parliament. 

The cabinet, called the Government of 
National Unity, is comprised of members 
from all parties that received at least 5 per­
cent of the vote. Mandela is president; 
Thabo Mbeki first deputy president; and F. 
W. de Klerk, the former president of South 
Africa and leader of the National Party, 
second deputy president. Provincial gov­
ernments are constituted on the same 
"national unity" basis. 

With an ANC majority in government 
"we have attained crucial elements of polit­
ical power," Mandela said. Bringing an 
end to the upward spiral of political vio­
lence prior to the elections has been essen­
tial "for reconstruction and development." 

"lt might be a moot point to debate 
whether these conclusions and decisions 
[guiding ANC policy since 1991] were 
based on a correct assessment. .. or 
whether we are today reaping the whirl­
wind of a terrible misjudgment," Mandela 
told delegates. "Yes, we did make compro­
mises. But there can be no gainsaying that 
the approach to use the negotiations pro­
cess to capture beachheads within the 
power equation, and then proceed to 
strengthen our forces from a new vantage 
point, helped speed the process to the great 
achievements we celebrate today. 

"The challenge we face," he said, is 
"whether we are utilizing the new positions 
we occupy effectively to bring about fun­
damental transformation." 

Mandela pointed to several lessons from 
the last few years to guide the work of the 
ANCtoday. 

Upcoming local elections 
The first lesson, Mandela said, is how 

"the people themselves grasped the historic 
opportunity with both hands and braved 
threats from all kinds of quarters. For it is 
on those momentous days that the saying 
rang truer than ever before: 'The people 
shall be their own liberators.' " 

supporters. "But it is doubtful whether the 
ANC in the region would have won a ma­
jority" anyway, Mandela said, "given our 
weaknesses of organization, problems of 
divergence of approaches of leadership, 
and wealc presence in the rural areas." 

Without the elections for local govern­
ments scheduled for October 1995, Man­
dela said, " there cannot be full democracy, 
because many of the weaknesses in the im­
plementation of our objectives [since the 
elections] arise from the absence of legiti­
mate local government." Interim local gov­
ernments, which will incorporate previ­
ously all-white city administrations and 
surrounding Black townships into a single 

which is providing jobs, building social in­
frastructure such as housing and roads, ex­
tending electrification and availability of 
potable water and sanitation, and organiz­
ing to meet the health and educational 
needs of the population. 

In determining the priorities and pace in 
implementing these measures "we need to 
avoid two extremes," Mandela said. "The 
one is to conclude that we are merely in 
political office - weak, tied hand and foot 
by some terrible agreements that we 
reached in negotiations. The other extreme 
is to create the impression that we are all­
powerful, ready to realize each and every 
one of the programs we would like to im-

Second, is the extent to which 
"particularly poorer sections of the 
Coloured and Indian communities found 
solace in the racist mobilizations of the Na­
tional Party and voted in a manner that 
demonstrated fear of the counterparts 
among Africans," the ANC president said. 

Militant/Greg McCartan 
Delegates discussed course to strengthen ANC branches and mobilize communities to 
carry out economic development programs and win local elections in October 1995. 

"In class terms, it is a tragedy that work­
ing people from these communities should 
respond with fear to the prospect of their 
brothers and sisters attaining equality." 
Coloureds and Indians are minorities 
within the larger oppressed Black majority 
in South Africa. The former white 
supremacist regime had long sought to sow 
discord between these communities and 
the African majority. 

A third lesson, he said, must be drawn 
from the electoral majority won in 
KwaZulu/Natal province by the lnkatba 
Freedom Party, a reactionary political or­
ganization based on the apartheid-imposed 
"homeland" structure. Inkatha resorted to 
widespread violence and repression to pre­
vent ANC activity and intimidate potential 

municipality, are now in the process of be­
ing established. These bodies are com­
prised 50-50 of members selected by the 
previous administrations and those chosen 
by the ANC and other mass organizations. 

The town councils elected next October 
will be the ftrst elected government bodies 
in South Africa based entirely on majority 
rule. The ANC's goal is a democratically 
elected local government in every part of 
the country, including rural areas previ­
ously denied even a semblance of such rep­
resentation. 

To address the devastating social and 
economic legacy of apartheid, the ANC 
has advanced a Reconstruction and Devel­
opment Program (RDP), the centerpiece of 
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plement." 
Since April the RDP has been adopted 

as policy by the Government of National 
Unity aS a whole. "While we have achieved 
support across the board for the RDP," the 
ANC president said, "we have to contend 
with rear-guard resistance from the parties 
of apartheid and white privilege, from in­
fluential elements within the civil service," 
and from the police and armed forces. 

"Our socioeconomic problems are com­
pounded by the fact of the serious eco­
nomic crisis, and that the funds to acceler­
ate reconstruction and ensure economic 
growth are concentrated in a few white 
hands," Mandela said. South Africa's capi­
talist economy is dominated by five huge 
monopolies. 

Within the state apparatus, Mandela 
said, "we have inherited a mess. The litany 
of corruption, self-enrichment, and lop­
sided skills base within departments is only 
now coming into the open, exposing the 
decay of an NP [National Party) edifice 
that presented itself as efficient, as well as 
the rampant pillaging of public funds in the 
last days of apartheid rule." 

The solution to the "serious difficulties 
of governance and delivery" the new gov­
ernment faces, Mandela said, ''lies in in­
volving the people through all stages of the 
process and honestly explaining to them 
the difficulties we face and the reasons be­
hind some unpopular decisions we may 
have to talce. This is the best antidote to at­
tempts by opportunists of all hues to gain 
popularity on the basis of radical-sounding 
but impractical propositions." 

"From time to time, our reference to fis­
cal discipline, macroeconomic stability, 
and economic growth tends to irritate those 
justifiably impatient about change," the 

ANC president told conference delegates. 
"Yet these are neither luxuries nor require­
ments foreign to the ANC's own politics. 
Sheer logic tells us that our program can­
not be carried out in a sustainable way 
without a rational utilization of the re­
sources at our disposal." 

'Visible change needed' 
"Let us be honest and say that we would 

have been more satisfied if more people 
could concretely feel the impact of social 
change," Mandela told the conference. 
"Let us be sincere and admit that perhaps 
the planning and introduction of necessary 
legislation took longer than the situation 
demanded .... Needless to say, visible 
change will need to be the prime feature of 
government operations next year." 

Mandela reiterated the approach the 
ANC bas advocated in the new government 
in order to marshal resources for the RDP. 
These include "eliminating wasteful ex­
penditures" and "tightening the belts of 
public officials." The government is also 
assessing state-owned assets "to determine 
how they can be used more efficiently to 
facilitate reconstruction and development." 
In that regard, he said, "the question 
whether to expand state involvement or to 
privatize or seJI some of the [state] assets 
and enterprises depends not on ideological 
imperatives, but on the balance of eco­
nomic necessity." The government must 
also pursue "a clear industrial strategy to 
expand our economic base and provide 
jobs," Mandela said. 

Turning to the challenges in building the 
ANC in the new circumstances since the 
April elections, Mandela said, "We do face 
a danger that many ruling parties have ex­
perienced: that the organization could tum 
into a mere conveyer belt of government 
decisions or, on the other hand, a force 
steeped in a resistance mode. Similarly, 
without a clear organizational strategy and 
cadre policy, we could end up attracting to 
our ranks merely those who seek careers in 
government." 

Serious organizational problems devel­
oped in the ANC in recent months, Man­
deJa told the delegates, as a result of many 
leaders turning attention to serving in Par­
liament and beginning the organization of 
government ministries, both on the na­
tional and regional levels. "Except for the 
highest echelons," he said, "we did not 
have a plan for the deployment of cadres. 
We were disorganized, and behaved in a 
manner that could have endangered the 
revolution." 

Coming out of the conference, he said, 
delegates "carry on our shoulders the re· 
sponsibility of not only meeting the expec­
tations of our members, but also ensuring 
that the ANC emerges from here, rein­
forced to give leadership to the nation as a 
whole." 

BuDding the ANC 
The tasks confronting the ANC in ad­

vancing its political course were addressed 
in the conference report from ANC secre­
tary-general Cyril Ramaphosa. The sudden 
new tasks of government administration, 
combined with the lack of clear campaigns 
decided and led by the ANC's leadership 
bodies, bad left "many of our branches and 
regions in a poor state," be said. 

Ramaphosa explained that membership 
had declined in numerous branches since 
earlier in the year, and that many had be­
come less active. This assessment was con­
firmed by discussions that members of the 
Militant's reporting team had with many 
delegates. 

"We have to address the issue of resusci­
tating some of our branches and building 
them anew" in order to "ensure that we 
consolidate our membership and build 
branches that are going to be engaged with 
real issues that effect our people at the 
grassroots level," Ramaphosa said. To 
much applause, be said that the members 
of Parliament (MPs) "should assist in 
terms of strengthening our structures. We 
should also develop a sense of accountabil­
ity by our MPs so that our MPs don't only 
sit in Parliament but are seen to be doing 
real work among our people." 

A document on the ANC's strategy and 



tactics drafted for the National Executive 
Committee by Thabo Mbeki was presented 
by him to delegates on the second day of 
the conference. It was distributed in book­
let fonn to all delegates at the opening of 
the conference. 

The outcome of the April elections, the 
document said, "marked a decisive but not 
complete transfer of political power. The 
democratic majority has won only some of 
the important elements of that political 
power necessary for the advance of the 
struggle toward the completion of the cur­
rent phase of the democratic revolution." 

Nonetheless, "the composition of the or­
gans of state power on the level of manage­
ment and decision-making echelons of the 
civil service administration," transport, the 
police, the prisons, and the judiciary re­
main overwhelmingly white, he said. 

''The process of transfonnation of these 
state institutions - to make them repre­
sentative of our society, and therefore non­
racial and nonsexist in their composition, 
and to ensure that they serve the interests 
of the people as a whole - will not be an 
easy matter. But this is precisely what the 
democratic revolution has to achieve as 
one of its strategic objectives." 

The document explains that the "most 
convincing illustration of the possibility 
and potential for the ANC to build and 
consolidate social consensus is the extent 
of support the RDP has received from aU 
sectors of our society," including business. 
Among the key steps to build such a con­
sensus, it says, are ending "our status as a 
net exporter of capital;" ending "the 
monopoly domination of the economy 
which results in stifling competition, 
blocking the emergence of entrepreneurs 
and discouraging foreign direct invest­
ment;" "renewing all sectors of the econ­
omy to ensure that they are internationally 
competitive;" and "opening the South 
Africa market to more dynamic trade and 
capital flows." 

'Motor force of democratic revolution' 
"It is obvious,'' Mbeki said, "that in the 

course of the struggle for the fundamental 
transfonnation of our country, different 
strata and class forces will pursue different 
interests. The question must therefore 
arise: How successful shall we be in foster­
ing and maintaining a national consensus 
such as will be reflected in institutions that 
bring together the government, labor, and 
capital?" 

In this regard, he said, the ANC "in its 
composition must reflect the main motor 
forces of the democratic transformation: 
these are spelled out [in the document] as 
the black working class, the black rural 
poor, significant sections of the black mid­
dle strata, and various sections among the 
white community. We must discuss 
whether this assessment is correct, and if it 
is, what it should mean with regard to the 
composition of our membership as well as 
the composition of our leading bodies." 

Members of the commission that consid­
ered this document explained to a press 
briefing that they were proposing that no 
vote be taken on it, since there had only 
been time prior to the conference to study 
and discuss it on a regional level, not in lo­
cal branches. 

Conference delegates did approve an ab­
breviated resolution affinning that the 
"main content of this phase [of the demo­
cratic revolution] remains the all-round po­
litical, economic, and social emancipation 
of the historically oppressed majority of 
our country .... Owing to its strategic lo­
cation and capacity, the main social motive 
force for transformation is the working 
class," the resolution said. "We reassert 
our historic bias to this class, and to the ru­
ral poor, while being a broad movement 
and home for all historically oppressed 
strata, all democratic forces, and many new 
potential forces." 

The conference commissions, which met 
for most of December 19 and 20, gave del­
egates the opportunity to discuss various 
aspects of the three initial reports and for­
mulate resolutions for consideration by the 
conference as a whole. These meetings 
were open to delegates only, ANC leaders 

explained, to minimize barriers to a free 
exchange of views. Members of each com­
mission met with the press afterward to re­
port their decisions and proposals. 

Commissions averaging 250-300 dele­
gates met on the drafting of a new constitu­
tion for the country, a central task of the 
members of the new parliament; the eman­
cipation of women, which was addressed 
in many reports and resolutions; on youth; 
and other matters. The commission on lo­
cal government, attended by 700 delegates, 
focused on mounting an effective ANC 
campaign for the October 1995 elections. 

Land and agriculture 
The conference adopted a resolution 

from the commission on "land and agricul­
ture," which said that the "state needs to 
play a central role in identifying and ac­
quiring land which is strategically located 
to meet the pressing needs of the landless 
and homeless." The one substantive piece 
of legislation adopted so far by the new na­
tional parliament established a land claims 
court to decide on petitions filed by Blacks 
dispossessed of their land since 1913. 

A resolution from the commission on in­
ternational policy reaffm:ned the ANC's 
"call for the lifting of the [U.S.] blockade 
against Cuba" and called on its structures 
"to support appropriate campaigns in this 
regard." Washington's embargo, the reso­
lution said, "is wholly unjustified and tan­
tamount to an act of war," as well as "a 
gross violation of the right of the Cuban 
people to choose their own social system." 

Delegates also adopted a closing decla­
ration. While the big-business press and 
editorial columns in South Africa were 
urging the conference to transfonn the 
ANC into simply an electoral party func­
tioning in parliament and government min­
istries, delegates resolved that "the libera­
tion of black people remains incomplete. 
We therefore reaffinn the character of the 
ANC as a broad-based national liberation 
movement" 

Delegates elected a new National Exec­
utive Committee and six national officers. 
Mandela, Mbeki, and Ramaphosa were 
elected ANC president, deputy president, 
and secretary-general, respectively. Jacob 
Zuma was elected the national chainnan, 
Arnold Stofile treasurer-general, and 
Cheryl Carolus deputy secretary-general. 
Carolus is the f1rst woman elected as an of­
ficer of the ANC. All six serve as NEC 
members. 

Sixty othe.r NEC members were elected 
by conference delegates. A secret vote was 
held on 200 nominations put forward by 
ANC regional bodies. Those who received 
the most votes were Bantu Holomisa. 
deputy minister of environmental affairs 
and tourism; Pallo Jordan, minister of 
posts and telecommunications; Peter Mok­
aba. former president of the ANC Youth 
League; Mac Maharaj, minister of trans­
port; and Winnie Mandela. deputy minister 
of arts, culture, language, science, and 
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technology. All are members of Parlia­
ment. 

The newly elected NEC includes 15 
women, 8 whites, and some 12 members 
who are Indian or Coloured. Representa­
tives chosen by the ANC Youth League, 
the ANC Women's League, and regional 
leadersrups of the ANC also serve as NEC 
members. 

A proposal known as the "Mandela ini­
tiative" was presented to the conference 
from the outgoing NEC on the election of 
the incoming leadership body. It would 
have established a commission charged 
with bringing in an initial slate of nominees 
to initiate discussion, further nominations, 
and vote by the delegates. The stated goal 
was to take a step forward in representation 
of whites, women, Indians and Coloureds, 
and younger leaders from the regions. 

"If we wanted to, we could have easily 
steamrolled this proposal," Mandela told a 
press conference following the NEC elec­
tion. Since only the regional executive 
committees had discussed the proposal 
prior to the conference, and few branches 
had had time to discuss it, the suggested 
change ran into opposition at the gathering 
and was set aside. 

Degree of unity and norms of ANC 
ln his closing statement December 2 1, 

Mandela told delegates the gathering "has 
confounded the prophets of doom who pre­
dicted the leadership would be roasted by 
the delegates - by you - for neglecting 
the concerns of its constituency and con­
centrating on reconciliation." Instead, 
"delegates here during these last five days 
have showed an unprecedented degree of 
unity," he said. "Our delegates were con­
cerned with the implementation of the 
RDP- bettering the lives of the people." 

"What is of the biggest concern to us 
now are the [October I995]1ocal elections, 
which we must win at any cost," Mandela 
said. "It is on the level of local government 
that we come into physical contact with the 
problems of the people. It is at that level 
that delivery in terms of the RDP has to 
take place." 

In order to build an effective organiza­
tion that can carry out these tasks "at all 
levels of the organization- whether local, 
regional, or provincial, or national - we 
need new blood," he said. "One of the 

problems that we have had is an almost in­
stinctive resistance to fresh blood." 

Mandela stressed the need for broader 
debate of the many new questions and 
challenges confronting the ANC. Differ­
ences of opinion "honestly held, and ex­
pressed in a disciplined manner within the 
structures of the organization, should be 
encouraged rather than discouraged," he 
said. ' 'They are healthy. They lead to vig­
orous debate and to examination of prob­
lems from all angles. Unfortunately, some 
comrades do not always welcome opposi­
tion, and tend to sideline or even slander 
comrades who have independent views." 

Mandela returned to the problem of fi­
nancing the ANC, pointing out that expen­
ditures have far outstripped income over 
the past year. "Any organization, if it is an 
organization, must be able to finance it­
self," he said. It is ironic "that we talk of 
the waste and inefficiency of the apartheid 
regime, when in fact there is no financial 
discipline in the African National 
Congress." He said ANC regional struc­
tures had become dependent on the na­
tional headquarters for funds, and urged re­
gional leaders to organize ANC cadres to 
finance activities through their own fund­
raising efforts. 

Expressing confidence in the ANC lead­
ers now serving in government positions 
on both a national and provincial level, 
Mandela also warned, "We must never for­
get the saying that 'power corrupts and ab­
solute power corrupts absolutely.' 

"It has happened before in many coun­
tries that a national liberation movement 
comes into power and the freedom fighters 
of yesterday become members of the gov­
ernment. Sometimes, without any idea of 
mischief, precisely because they are com­
mitted and hardworking, they concentrate 
so much on their portfolios that they forget 
about the people who put them in power. 
They become a class, a separate group unto 
themselves, who are not accountable to 
their membership. 

"One of the ways of preventing this 
temptation," he said, "is for the members 
of the cabinet to go regularly to their areas. 
Go to the squatters or infonnal settlements. 
Enter those rooms and see how the people 
live. Talk to them. Explain to them on a 
regular basis what the government is do­
ing." 

Interest in literature high at ANC meeting 
BY VANESSA KNAPTON 

BLOEMFONTEIN, South Africa­
Even before copies of Pathfinder Press ti­
tles and the Militant could be set up for dis­
play, conference participants swamped the 
table and began buying books. The table, 
staffed by members of the Socialist Work­
ers Party and Young Socialists, was set up 
alongside a stall from Johannesburg's 
Phambili bookshop and a variety of others 
displaying African National Congress 
(ANC) T-shirts, buttons, books, and other 
wares. 

In the first two hours all copies of the 
Pathfmder book Nelson Mandela Speaks 
and many books on the Cuban revolution 
were sold out. Books of speeches by Mal­
colm X, writings on women's liberation, 
and works by Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, 
and V.I. Lenin also sold quickly. By the 
end of the meeting, delegates bought 138 
books and pamphlets, nearly 100 copies of 
the Militant, and three subscriptions. 

Mine workers, steelworkers, farm work­
ers, students, ANC staff, members of the 

ANC Women's League and ministers of 
Parliament found books and pamphlets that 
could help them in their work. Many 
wanted to know how to order other 
Pathfinder titles. Others expressed appreci­
ation that the socialist literature and 
Pathfinder books were available. They re­
port.ed that such books were stiiJ hard to 
come by in South Africa. 

One delegate bought an issue of the 
Marxist magazine New International that 
has the article on farm cooperatives in 
Cuba. He said he is working to set up farm 
cooperatives in his area," but I do not want 
to use the Soviet model,'' he said, referring 
to the policy of forced collectivization car­
ried out by Joseph Stalin and his heirs. 

"We are told here by the media that cap­
italism is the way forward, that it has 
worked well in other countries, in particu­
lar the United States,'' said one delegate. "I 
want to get an idea of what capitalism is 
really like in the Third World and in the 
United States." 

Delegates purchased 19 copies of New 

International, many of them choosing two 
issues to build up their libraries. "I pur­
chased a lot of these books in Zimbabwe," 
a youth from the Orange Free State re­
called, "and donated them to our chapter of 
the ANC Youth League so we could have 
a library. Now I need to get some more so 
we can keep up our discussions." 

Another young delegate asked about ti­
tles on the Cuban revolution. He too had 
read other Pathfinder books about Cuba 
and wanted more. "Cuba has played such 
an important role in supporting our strug­
gle here in South Africa." he said. 

Unionists and other workers were espe­
cially interested in the case of framed-up 
unionist and political activist Mark Curtis. 
Eight signed endorser cards to support his 
fight for justice. Dozens of delegates had 
learned about Curtis's fight previously, and 
many signed up to follow the latest devel­
opments in the defense effort. Because of 
the history of repression by the apartheid 
regime, many identified with a fellow 
worker imprisoned for political activity. 

January 9, 1995 The Militant 7 



'We must wage a battle against capitalism' 
Speech by Fidel Castro to international conference in solidarity with Cuba 

The following is the full text of the speech given 
Nov. 25, 1994, by Cuban presJdent Fidel Castro at the 
closing session of the World Meeting in Solidarity 
with Cuba. The conference, held In the Karl Marx 
Theater in Havana, was attended by 3,000 delegates 
from around the world. We are reprinting, with mi­
nor corrections, the text that appeared in the Decem­
ber 7 issue of the Cuban weekly Granma Jnurna­
tional. Subheadings and material in brackets is by the 
Milillmt. 

Dear friends, and I say "dear friends" with grea~ plea­
sure! 

It is difficult to summarize or make a synthesis dt the 
contents of these conference days, but I can make so~e 
comments. 

Throughout the last few days we have heard the best 
sentiments and the best ideas of this century, expressed 
as a call to battle, you could say. We have discussed 
many aspects arising from humanity's concerns over 
many years. In one way or another, you have expressed 
values for which humanity has battl~d and fought 
throughout this century now drawing to a close. 

Throughout this conference, you have discussed the 
issues central to the long-fought struggles for indepen­
dence and against colonialism, neocolonialism, and 
imperialism; the fight by the world's peoples for equal­
ity, for justice, for their development, for their 
sovereignty, never so threatened as today; the fight for 
social justice, the fight against exploitation, the fight 
against poverty, the fight against ignorance, the fight 
against disease, the fight for all vulnerable and dispos­
sessed peoples; the fight for dignity, the fight for re­
spect for women; the fight for unity among all peoples 
and races; the fight for peace - aU of these values and 
many more. Thus we could say that this has not just 
been a conference of solidarity with Cuba, and it fills 
us with pride that this solidarity has inspired such a dis­
cussion. 

The best values of our time have been reflected at 
this meeting, and we have also seen the presence of 
many, though not aU - for there are so many that they 
would never fit into 1,000 or 10,000 theaters such as 
this one- of the world's finest, most selfless and al­
truistic citizens, representatives of humanity's best. 
This meeting has been attended by persons with the 
highest human and moral sensibility. 

I greatly admire human~ind's capacity to give, to 
sacrifice, to show generosity, and each time we receive 
visitors to Cuba, I observe them, assess them and try to 
gauge bow they are thinking and feeling. My admiration 
for so many human values never ceases. 

Absent from this meeting are many, many people 
whom we know as friends, who have demonstrated their 
solidarity and who have been examples of sensitivity, sol­
idarity, and human generosity. But those traits remain the 
indelible, unforgettable impression that we will take away 
with us from this conference. 

How has this conference unfolded and developed? Ev­
eryone I have talked with has told me it has gone well; it 
has been unlike many of the other conferences we have 
had, where everyone who wanted to speak did so and the 
meetings became an interminable series of speeches, and 
although this meeting has witnessed many excellent, bril­
liant, profound, and cogent speeches, an event many days 
longer and dedicated to letting everyone speak would not 
have had the same quality. 

Thus there have been speeches, statements from the 
floor, questions and answers; we have had the working 
commissions on various themes; those who did not speak 
here spoke there, and a miracle bas been worked to allow 
contributions from hundreds of people, although it was 
impossible for everyone to speak. 

I think that the people who did speak more or less ex­
pressed the sentiments of everyone present. For that rea­
son, we have to congratulate the organizers and leaders of 
this event, since in spite of differences, we have not had 
a Tower of Babel situation, and despite language 
diversity - 109 countries are represented here, accord­
ing to the information given out - we have understood 
each other perfectly well, because, although we have dif­
ferent languages and even different political opinions, we 
were unanimous in the noble idea of solidarity with the 
Cuban people. 

What is the blockade? 
The blockade has become the central issue of this 

event. Many people have talked on this subject; comrades 
have stated that there is nothing much to add about the 
blockade. But, essentially, what is the blockade? The 
blockade is not only the prohibition by the United States 
for any kind of commerce with our country, whether it is 
technology, machinery; whether it is something more, 
food; whether it is medicine. The blockade means that 
they cannot sell to Cuba even an aspirin to relieve a 
headache, or an anti-cancer drug that could save lives or 
alleviate the suffering of the terminally ill; nothing, abso­
lutely nothing can be sold to Cuba! 

The blockade is not only the prohibition of all credits 
and finance facilities. The blockade is not only the total 
closure of economic, commercial, and fmancial activities 
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by the United States, the world's richest nation, the most 
powerful nation of the world in economic and military 
terms. It is not only just 90 miles off our coasts, but a few 
inches away from us, in the occupied territory of the 
Guantanamo naval base. The most powerful imperialist 
nation is not only close to us, but within Cuba; and it is 
not only close to us with its ideas, its theories, its con­
cepts, its philosophy, but it is also among us in that mi­
nority that unfortunately supports the concepts, philoso­
phy, and ideas they have been disseminating for so many 
years throughout the world. 

The United States does not trade with markets that 
trade with Cuba, but it does want to export ideas, and the 
worst ideas; it does not export foodstuffs to Cuba, it does 

Cuban president Fidel Castro addresses 3,000 delegates 
November 25 at the World Meeting in Solidarity with Cuba. 

not export medicines, technology, or machinery to Cuba, 
but it does export incredible quantities of ideas. What is 
happening now is that before the ideas market was much 
wider, and it exported many ideas to the socialist bloc, to 
the former Soviet Union and other countries; these days 
the United States reserves its counterrevolutionary ideas 
for us, from a vast and powerful stock of enormous, infi­
nite mass media programming. This trade is a one-way 
trade as we do not have that kind of mass media, those 
enormous communications systems which cost billions, 
tens of billions of dollars every year, which we are con­
demned to receive, not to exchange. 

But the blockade is not only that; the blockade is an 
economic war waged against Cuba, an economic war; it 
is the tenacious, constant persecution of any Cuban eco­
nomic deal made anywhere in the world. The United 
States actively operates, through its diplomatic channels, 
through its embassies, to put pressure on any country that 
wishes to trade with Cuba, or any business interest wish­
ing to make commercial links with or invest in Cuba, to 
pressure and punish any boat transporting cargo to Cuba; 
it is a universal war, with an immense balance of power 
in its favor, against the economy of our country, going to 
the extreme of individual moves against persons or indi­
viduals who attempt to undertake any economic activity 
in relation to our country. 

They euphemistically refer to it as an embargo; we can 
it a blockade, but it is not an embargo or a blockade; it's 
war! A war solely and exclusively waged against Cuba 
and against no other country in the world. 

We have not only had to endure the blockade during 
the years of the revolution; we have also had to endure 
incessant hostility in the political sphere, from attempts to 
eliminate the revolution's leaders, through every known 
form of subversion and destabilization, to direct and 
perennial sabotage of our economy. 

During the last 35 years, we have been the victims of 
every kind of sabotage. I am not just referring to piracy, 
mercenary invasion, dirty wars in the mountains and the 
plains, consistent and widespread destabilization at­
tempts, but we have also been the victims of direct sabo­
tage involving explosives and incendiary devices. 

Our country has also been subject to chemical warfare, 
through the introduction of toxic elements, and biological 
warfare via the introduction of plant, animal, and human 
diseases. There are no weapons or resources that have not 
been used against our country and our revolution by U.S. 
authorities and governments. 

But you don't have to take my word for it. From time 
to time documents appear, papers that have been declas­
sified after 25 years, although there are others that are 

kept for 50 or 100 years; some say they hold them back 
for 200 years, something for the grandchildren or the 
great-grandchildren or great-great-grandchildren of the 
current generation, who will one day learn about the bar­
barities which these .. champions" of freedom, these 
"champions" of human rights have committed. 

The war waged against the Cuban revolution has been 
total and absolute; and it is not an old war, it is still being 
maintained, and plans are being made and carried out to 
sabotage our economy and our strategic industries. 

Currently, organizations closely linked to the U.S. gov­
ernment are preparing to attack the revolution's 
leaders - nobody should think that this is a thing of the 
past, it's going on right now. They are planning dirty 

wars, armed mercenary infiltrations to kill, sabotage, 
create insecurity, and to bring death to every part of our 
country. I am saying this in all seriousness, that such 
actions against Cuba are being planned by the United 
States. This amounts to something more, much more 
than an economic blockade. 

All these policies come accompanied by an incessant 
defamation and slander campaign against our country, 
as a justification for their crimes. Now the fundamental 
emphasis is being put on the human rights banner; hu­
man rights are being quoted by those people who have 
committed and are committing all kinds of atrocities 
against our country. 

As I recently stated to the United Nations High Com­
missioner for Human Rights, with whom I conversed at 
length, the most brutal and cruel violation of the human 
rights of our people is being committed with the pur­
pose of killing off 11 million Cubans or bringing them 
to their knees through hunger and disease! 

U.S. hypocrisy on human rights 
The United States talking about human rights! They 

began by exterminating their earliest indigenous or na­
tive population. Who could forget that period and that 
tradition of collecting the scalps of American Indians? 
They killed more American Indians than buffalo, and 
they even finished off the buffalo. 

They expanded their country at the cost of other ter­
ritories, they extended their country by grabbing land, 
thus dispossessing their neighbors, in one way or an­
other, of millions of square kilometers of land. In terms 
of Mexico alone, they grabbed over half of its territory; 
they still occupy Puerto Rico; they have wanted to de­
vour Cuba for over 150 years; they have intervened 
dozens of times in Latin American countries; they im­
posed a canal in Panama. This refers just to our hemi-

sphere. I have not mentioned the wars in VietNam, Laos, 
Cambodia, and in many other places. 

What a history! And what a paradox that they have just 
approved Proposition 187- this was not 100 years ago, 
nor 100 days ago, but just a few weeks ago - to bar 
health care and education for undocumented children, for 
those families living in what was once Mexican territory. 

What respect for human rights are shown by these con­
cepts? What ideas, what concepts about human beings? 
It's inconceivable that a child could fall ill and not be 
treated, when $300,000 million are spent on the military 
budget and on the most sophisticated weapons ever 
known. 

We don't have to look back in history. In contempo­
rary times, since the start of the revolution, what has been 
the history of the foreign policy of the United States, that 
"champion" of freedom, that "champion" of human 
rights? A close alliance with the most repressive and 
bloody regimes in the world. 

If we turn to Europe, we can recall that immediately 
after World War I the United States became the ally of 



Spanish fascism, which was supplied with weapons from 
[Adolph) Hitler and [Benito) Mussolini and which cost 
mimons of lives. 

We cannot overlook the U.S. alliance with South Viet 
Nam and its genocidal war against the Vietnamese people 
in the south and north of that country. We cannot over­
look the Korean War, because Korea was completely de­
molished, reduced to dust. We cannot ignore Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, and the unnecessary use of nuclear 
weapons - a completely unnecessary use and which, in 
any event, could have been used against military installa­
tions but which fell on civilian populations of hundreds 
of thousands of inhabitants. It rang in the era of atomic 
terror in the world. 

We cannot forget the alliance with South Africa and 
apartheid. Neither can we forget that the apartheid regime 
built its own nuclear weapons, and when we were fighting 
in southern Angola against the apartheid army, alongside 
the Angolans, South Africa already had nuclear weapons, 
various nuclear weapons! The United States knew that 
South Africa had nuclear weapons and that those nuclear 
weapons could have been used against Cuban and An­
golan soldiers. Ah! But this was the South Africa of 
racism and fascism. 

The United States has created a great fuss and has even 
threatened war against North Korea, due to its assump­
tion that the North Koreans were developing nuclear 
weaponry, but it tolerated, allowed, and indirectly facili­
tated South Africa's building of nuclear weapons. 

But if we come closer to our continent, and to recent 
times, who could forget the dirty war in Nicaragua, or­
chestrated via armed mercenaries, which cost tens of 
thousands of lives and the mutilation of thousands and 
thousands of Nicaraguans? Who could forget that? The 
"champion" of freedom! The "champion" of human 
rights! 

Dirty war in El Salvador 
Who could forget the dirty war in El Salvador, the U.S. 

government support for a genocidal government to which 
it gave billions of dollars in sophisticated weapons to 
trample on the people's rebellion, a war that caused over 
50,000 deaths? 

And why did the Malvinas War happen? Simply be­
cause the United States bad been using Argentina's 40Ist 
special forces battalion for its dirty war against Nicaragua 
and El Salvador, and it provided such exceptional service 
to the United States that the battalion felt it could occupy 

. the Malvinas Islands. · 
This has nothing to do with Argentina's right to the 

Malvinas, which we have always defended. But the Ar­
gentine military felt that the moment had come to collect 
from the United States for services rendered in Central 
America, so that the former would back them in their mil­
itary adventure. It was an adventure, in fact, because in 
the ftnal analysis that is not the way to wage war. You 
either wage war or you don't. And if you wage war you 
take it to its ultimate consequences, if it's a just war. And 
they invaded the Malvinas Islands. But when the United 
States was put into the position of choosing between its 
allies and its British forebears, they chose and backed the 
British. 

Who can forget what has happened in Guatemala since 
Arbenz' s government in the '50s, when a popular govern­
ment chosen by the people was trying to carry out agrar­
ian reform to help campesinos and indigenous communi­
ties? Immediately the dirty war broke out and they were 
invaded by mercenaries. And what has happened sinc.e 
then? What has happened up until now? Over 100,000 
people have disappeared. This is a country where for 
decades there were no political prisoners because every­
one disappeared. 

To this day, who supplies this government, who trains 
it, who prepares it? The "champion" of freedom, the 
"champion" of human rights. 

And what happened in Chile with Salvador Allende's 
government, which had great popular support? They plot­
ted against him, the economy was blocked in many ways 
and conditions were gradually created for a coup, which 
gave the country thousands and thousands of disappeared 
persons and murders. 

And what happened in Argentina with that military 
government I mentioned? They say at least 15,000 disap­
peared. [Shouts of "30,000!] I say "at least," because I 
don't want people to think I'm exaggerating and yet many 
say there were 30,000, and some people here are saying 
even more. But let's take my figures as the minimum. Are 
15,000 disappeared really a sma11 amount? 

And who provided weapons to this government, who 
backed it, who gave it political support, who made use of 
their services in Central America? The "champions" of 
freedom, the "champions" of human rights!" 

And what happened in Uruguay? And what happened 
in Brazil? And who supported the coup leaders and those 
who tortured and killed people and made them disap­
pear? Who invaded the Dominican Republic at the time 
of the Caamai\o rebellion? Who invaded Grenada? Who 
invaded Panama? The "champions" of freedom and hu­
man rights! 

Which of those governments was harassed? Which of 
the governments I named have been blockaded? Which 
of them have been denied credit and trade? Which was 

denied the purchase of 
weapons and war mat6riel? 
Who didn't they train even in 
so-called anti-subversive ac­
tion? Who didn't they train in 
the arts of crime, disappear­
ances, and torture? And these 
are the ones who blockade 
Cuba, who slander Cuba, who 
accuse Cuba of human rights 
violations to justify their crimes 
against our people. 

And I can say dispassion­
ately, without being subjective, 
that Cuba is the country that 
has done the most for human 
beings. 

What revolution was more 
noble? What revolution was 
more generous? What revolu­
tion showed most respect for 
people? And I'm not only talk­
ing about a victorious revolu­
tion in power, but since the 
time of our own war, of our 
own revolutionary struggle, 
which established inviolable 
principles, because what made 
us revolutionaries was rejection 
of injustice, the rejection of 
crime and the rejection of tor­
ture. During the 25 months that 
our intense war lasted, in which 
we captured thousands of pris­
oners, there was not one case of 
physical violence to obtain in­
formation, not even in the midst 
of the war, there was not one 
case of killing a prisoner. What 
we would do with prisoners is 
set them free - we would keep 
their weapons, which was all 
we were interested in, and we 

Gold miners in Brazil. "lndustriallzed countries will try more than ever to ex­
ploit the natural resources and the cheap workforce of the Third World," Cas­
tro explained at the conference. 

treated these arms suppliers with all the consideration 
they deserved. 

At first they had been led to believe that we would kill 
them all, and in fact they would resist up to the bitter end. 
But when they discovered during the course of the war 
the true behavior of the Rebel Army, 'they would give up 
their weapons with less of a struggle when they were sur­
rounded, when they knew they had lost. Some of those 
soldiers surrendered three times, because they were 
switched from one front to the other and they were used 
to surrendering, they had experience. 

But the most important thing is that the Cuban revolu­
tion has maintained the principles of never resorting to 
torture, of never stooping to crime, without exception to 
this day, no matter what they say, no matter what they 

'' They euphemistically refer to it as 
an embargo; we call it a blockade, 
but it is not an embargo or a 
blockade, it's a war! •. • __________________________ ,, 
write. We know that a lot of this slander has been written 
by people in the CIA's pay. 

Are there many other examples like it in history? In the 
world's history there have been many revolutions and in 
general they were rough, very rough: England's civil 
wars, the French revolution, the Russian revolution, the 
Spanish Civil War and the Mexican revolution. We know 
quite a bit about revolutions and many books have been 
written about them and about counterrevolutions. Well, 
one does not even speak of counterrevolutions . . Revolu­
tions tend to be generous and counterrevolutions are un­
failingly merciless. Just ask the members of the Paris 
Commune. 

In the case of Cuba there has not been one exception. 
In the whole history of the revolution, there has not been 
on~ single case of torture - and I mean that 
literally - not one political murder, not one disappear­
ance. In our country we do not have the so-called death 
squads that sprout like mushrooms in this hemisphere's 
countries. [Audience names several countries.] You 
speak for us! We prefer not to mention names, but every­
thing has happened in our hemisphere. 

Why is there no mention made of the United States, 
where people have been brutally murdered for defending 
civil rights, men like Martin Luther King and many oth­
ers, a country where as a rule only Blacks and Hispanics 
are given the death sentence? 

Prostitution 
Our country does not have the phenomena we see in 

others, such as children murdered on the streets allegedly 
to avoid the spectacle of begging and apparently to fight 
crime. The revolution eradicated begging. the revolution 

eliminated gambling, the revolution eliminated drugs, the 
revolution did away with prostitution. 

Yes, unfortunately there can be some cases or tenden­
cies that due to economic difficulties, and the opening to 
numerous outside contacts encourages some jineteras 
[prostitutes). We do not deny this, and from time to time 
some may turn up on Fifth Avenue. but one should not 
confuse decent people with jineteras. Such cases exist but 
we fight against it. We do not tolerate prostitution; we do 
not legalize prostitution. 

There may be some children, encouraged by their par­
ents, who approach tourists and ask them for gum or 
something else; these are phenomena that we experience 
due to the special situation that we are living in, at a time 
of great economic difficulties as the blockade has been 
strengthened. But these things were not known during the 
normal times of the revolution. 

You ~on't see people sleeping in doorways covered 
with newspapers, regardless of our present poverty. 
There is not a single human being abandoned or without 
social security, regardless of our present great poverty. 
The vices we see every day in capitalist societies do not 
exist in our country. This is an achievement of the revolu­
tion. 

There is not one child without a school or a teacher, 
there is not one single citizen who does not receive medi­
cal care, starting before birth. Here we start medical care 
for our c itizens when they are still in their mothers' 
wombs, right from the first weeks after conception. 

We are the country in the world with the most doctors 
per capita, regardless of the special period, and I'm not 
only referring to the Third World, but to the whole world! 
More than the Scandinavians, more than the Canadians 
and all those who are at the top rankings in public health. 
By reducing infant mortality from 60 to 10 per 1,000 live 
births and with other pediatric programs, the revolution 
has saved the lives of more than 300,000 children. 

We have the most teachers per capita in the world, re­
gardless of the hardships we suffer; we have the most art 
teachers per capita in the world; we are the country with 
the most physical education and sports teachers per 
capita. 

That is the country that is being blockaded, that is the 
country that they are trying to bring to its knees through 
hunger and disease. 

Some demand that, in order for them to lift the block­
ade, we must surrender, we must renounce our political 
principles, we must renounce socialism and our demo­
cratic forms. 

Furthermore, quite a confusing document was issued at 
the Rio conference, despite the noble efforts against it by 
countries like Brazil, Mexico, and others. It was sup­
ported by some countries that were very, very hand-in­
glove with the United States, I don't want to mention any 
names. It is a document with a certain degree of confu­
sion that leaves room for erroneous interpretations, and 
some interpret it as supporting the U.S. position of condi­
tioning the blockade's suspension on Cuba making politi-
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cal changes. 

Political changes? Is there a country that bas made 
more political changes than we have? What is a revolu­
tion, if it's not the most profound and extraordinary of 
political changes? We made this revolution over 35 years 
ago, and during those 35 years we have been carrying out 
political changes, not in search of a formal, alienating 
democracy that divides peoples and splits them up, but 
rather a democracy that really unites peoples and gives 
viability to what is most important and essential, which is 
public participation in fundamental issues. Furthermore, 
we recently made modifications to the Constitution, 
based on the principle that the people nominate and the 
people elect. 

I'm not criticizing anybody, but nearly all over the 
world, including Africa, they are introducing Western po­
litical systems, together with neoliberalism and neocolo­
nialism and all those other things. People who have never 
heard of Voltaire, Danton, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, nor 
the philosophers of U.S. independence -and remember 
that [Sim6n] Bolivar in our own hemisphere was very 
much against the mechanical copying of the European 
and U.S. systems, which have brought catastrophe, divi­
sion, subordination, and neocolonialism to our countries. 
We can see societies splitting into thousands of pieces, 
societies that should be united in their efforts to develop 
have ended up not only with a multiparty system but with 
hundreds and even thousands of parties. 

We have worked, we've developed our own system, 
which we did not copy from anyone. We established the 
principle that those who nominate in the first instance are 
the residents. One may or may not agree, but it is as re­
spectable as the Greek democracy that people talk so 
much about; and without slaves or serfs. Because Greek 
democracy consisted of just a few that would meet in the 
plaza, and they had to be few, because in those days they 
did not have microphones, and they would get together to 
have an election right there. Neither the slaves nor the 
serfs participated; nor do they today. 

Students in Los Angeles protest anti-immigrant Proposition 187, which was adopted in the November elections in 
California. Castro condemned the U.S. government for pushing legislation "to bar health care and education for 
undocumented children, for those families living in what was once Mexican territory." 

When you analyze the electoral results in the United 
States you discover that they have just elected a new 
Congress, where undoubtedly there are worrying tenden­
cies toward conservatism and the extreme right; but those 
are internal matters in the United States. The truth of the 
matter is, I can assure you, I promise you, we have not 
made it a condition that the United States renounce its 
system in order to normalize relations. Just imagine if we 
told them that they had to have at least 80 percent of the 
electorate voting. Thirty-eight percent decided to vote 
and the rest said "I'm going to the beach," or "I'm going 
to the movies," or "I'm going home to rest." This is what 
happened to the "champions" of freedom, human rights, 
and civil rights. 

It is very much the same in many countries of Latin 
America. Many people don't even vote. The slaves and 
the servants say: "What am I going to vote for, if I'm still 
going to be just the same?" 

How difficult it is for us to come to an agreement! Be­
cause it's certain that the influence of the mass media is 
greater all the time and the series of obstacles that the 
popular forces have to overcome are increasingly diffi­
cult. 

The Bolivian Diary 
Of Ernesto Che Guevara 
Guevara•• account, newly 
tranaleted, of the 1988·87 
guerilla struggle In Bolivia. A 
day·by·day chronicle by one of 
the central leaders of the 
Cuban revolution of the 
campaign to forge a continent• 
wide revolutionary movement 
of workers and peasants 
capable of contending for 
power. New translation 
Includes material published In 
English for the first time, 
l2f •• S 

Che Guevara and the 
Cuban Revolution 
Writings and ap-cllea of 
Erneato Che Guevara 

However, 95 percent of Cuban citizens vote in our 
elections and nobody forces them to vote. Even those 
who are not with the revolution go and vote, although 
they may tum in a blank ballot, so as not to vote for this 
one or for the other; or they vote for one or they vote for 
the other. 

Right now, in our nation, I repeat once again, the local 
residents nominate the candidates, the people nominate 
the candidates and the people elect them. In this way, the 
possibilities of any citizen being elected are infinitely 
greater than in any other country. 

One good example: I was talking with a Mexican dele­
gation and they said to me: "The youngest of our deputies 
was here." "How old is he?" They told me: "Twenty-five 
years old.'' I was really astounded; but then I suddenly 
remembered that we have a number of deputies under the 
age of 20, because the students, from secondary school 
onwards, take part in the process of selecting candidates, 
as do all the mass organizations. 

The campesinos take part in the process of selecting 
candidates; the women's organization takes part in the 
process of selecting candidates; the trade unions take part 
in the process of selecting candidates; the Committees for 
the Defense of the Revolution take part in the process of 
selecting candidates and there are numerous students who 
are deputies to the National Assembly and women, 
campesinos, workers and intellectuals, from all sectors. It 
isn't the party that puts up the candidates. The party does 
not put up the candidates nor does it elect them. It over­
sees the elections to make sure that all of the principles 
and the rules are observed; but it does not take part in any 
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of these electoral processes. That is the situation in our 
country. 

In one of the most recent modifications made in the 
electoral process, a candidate has to win more than 50 
percent of the valid votes to become a deputy. 

[Ricardo] Alarcon was explaining some of these 
things, when he recalled, with a magazine that he had in 
his hand- he has the advantage of speaking English and 
he reads a U.S. magazine now and again- how one man 
had spent $25 million in a campaign to become a member 
of the U.S. Congress. What kind of democracy is that? 
How many people have $25 million to spend on a cam­
paign? And in Cuba candidates don't even need to spend 
$25, although any citizen might have to pay the bus fare 
to go and vote on the day of the elections. 

What kind of democracy is that? 
What kind of democracy is it that requires one to be a 

millionaire to be able to have all the resources with which 
to speak and persuade the people to vote for you, and 
then the candidate doesn't remember those who voted for 
him until the next elections four or five years later, he 
doesn't think about them ever again, he forgets them. 

In our country people can be removed from their posts, 
and the same applies to a municipal delegate as well as 
the highest official. Anyone can be elected, but they can 
also be dismissed from those posts. That is our system, 
which we don't expect all the other countries to apply, it 
would be absurd to try to make it a model; but it is the 
system that we have adopted, nobody imposed it on us, 
no U.S. governor or supervisor came here to establish an 
electoral code as they did before. 

We drew up the Constitution ourselves, we drew up the 
electoral code ourselves, we have planned the system 
ourselves and we have developed it ourselves, which is 
what you have been defending: the right of a country to 
establish the regulations, the economic, political, and so­
cial system that it considers to be appropriate. Anything 
else in the world is impossible, anything else is absurd, 
any other aim is insane and these lunatics go around try­
ing to get everyone to do exactly the same as them, and 
we don' t like their way of doing things. 

That is why for us the question of ending the blockade 
in exchange for political concessions, concessions that 
correspond to the sovereignty of our country, is unaccept­
able. It is absolutely unacceptable, it is outrageous, it is 
exasperating and really, we would rather perish than give 
up our sovereignty. 

We have had the blockade for many years, however, it 
is necessary to think about one fact: there was one world 
when the revolution triumphed; today, 35 years later, 
there is another world. The world changed and didn't 
progress, it retrogressed, because the bipolar world 
wasn't to anyone's liking, but the unipolar world is much 
less to our liking. 

When the revolution triumphed, there was a bipolar 
world. The United States imposed the blockade on us 
from almost the first moments. It began by doing away 
with the sugar markets, and it cut off our supply of fuel. 
Imagine the new revolution in those circumstances! Of 
course they cut off our supply of machinery, of spare 
parts, of everything, but there was the USSR and the so­
cialist bloc. 

That was lucky for us, because faced with the U.S. 
blockade, 90 miles away, there was another power in the 
world, another movement in the world which had a revo­
lutionary origin, and which was at odds with U.S. imperi­
alism. Thanks to that movement we could find markets 
for our sugar, supplies of oil, raw materials, food, many 
things. That was explained here. 

We were paid preferential prices; however, it is neces-



sary to say that not only Cuba was paid preferential 
prices. The Lome Convention established preferential 
prices for sugar and other products for many countries 
which were ex-colonies. In the United States itself, when 
it was a major sugar market, there were also preferential 
prices, before they snatched away our quota and redis­
tributed it throughout Latin America and other parts of 
the world, As [Carlos] Lage explained, 80 percent of the 
sugar in the world is traded through preferential prices. 
And very much in accordance with the principles of their 
political doctrine, the socialist countries paid us preferen­
tial prices. 

That was the policy which we defended for all of the 
countries of the Third World, because it was the only way 
of reducing the great difference that existed between the 
developed countries and the underdeveloped countries. It 
was a demand of the world, it was a demand of all the 
countries of the Third World. And even so it was mutu­
ally advantageous, because although they paid us prefer­
ential prices, it cost more to produce sugar in the Soviet 
Union than the prices they paid us for sugar. But at any 
rate, we benefited from those preferential prices, and we 
used the money to purchase fuel, raw materials, and many 
things. 

Collapse of Soviet bloc 
In our situation it so happened that the USSR and the 

socialist bloc collapsed and the blockade got stronger. As 
long as the socialist bloc and the USSR existed we man­
aged better, we could endure the difficulties. Our econ­
omy even grew under those conditions throughout nearly 
30 years and attained an extraordinary social develop­
ment 

However, it was in that world that the Cuban revolu­
tion was born. There was no other, there were no other 
alternatives, in the midst of the country being blockaded 
by the most powerful country in the world. That is why 
the disappearance of the socialist bloc and the USSR was 
such a terrible blow for us, given that the existing block­
ade was not o nly maintained but was also strengthened. 
For that reason our country lost 70 percent of our im­
ports, and I wonder if any other country in the world 
would have been able to withstand a similar blow, and I 
wonder how many days they would have been able to 
withstand it - a week, two weeks, or a month. How 
would we have been able to if it hadn't been for the peo­
ple's support for the revolution? How would we be able 
to withstand it, really, without our political system, with­
out our democratic system, without the people's direct 
participation in aU of the fundamental issues, which is 
true democracy? 

Would any other Latin American country have been 
able to withstand the abrupt 70 percent drop in imports? 
Would any European country have been able to endure a 
similar trial? The politicians would have abandoned their 
principles and capitulated in an instant; but we have dig­
nity, we have a sense of honor and we stick to our princi­
ples. For us these principles are worth more than life it­
self and we have never sold out our principles, never! 

When we helped the Central American revolutionaries, 
the United States said that they would remove the block­
ade if we stopped helping them, and nothing of the kind 
ever crossed our minds. On other occasions they said that 
they would be prepared to remove the blockade if we 
stopped helping Angola and other African countries, and 
the idea of selling out our relations with other countries 
never crossed our minds. On other occasions, they said 
they would remove the blockade if we broke off our links 
with the Soviet Union. and it never occurred to us to do 
anything of the kind, because we are not a party or a polit­
ical leadership that sells out its principles. The blockade 
will never end at that price, because it is a price that we 
are not prepared to pay. 

'' The United States said they would 
remove the blockade if we stopped 
helping Angola, and the idea never 
crossed our minds ••• 
------------- '' 

That situation led us to the special period. 
We had been working on some excellent programs be­

fore the socialist catastrophe, excellent programs in all 
fields; we were carrying out a process of rectification of 
errors and negative tendencies, of old errors and new er­
rors, of old tendencies and new tendencies, and we were 
working very intensely when that debacle led us into what 
we could call a double blockade, because as soon as the 
breakup of the socialist bloc and the breakup of the USSR 
occurred and even before the breakup of the USSR, the 
United States was strongly pressuring those countries to 
stop trading with Cuba, and when the USSR finally disin­
tegrated, the United States put on extreme pressure, and 
not without success, to cut off trade and economic rela­
tions between the countries of the old socialist bloc, the 
USSR and Cuba. 

So our country found itself enveloped in a double 
blockade and, nevertheless, we had to save the nation, we 
had to save the revolution and we had to save socialism 

- we talk about saving the gains of socialism, because 
we can't say at this time that we are building socialism, 
but rather that we are defending what we have done, we 
are defending our achievements. This is a fundamental 
objective in a world that has changed in such a radical 
way, in which all the power of the United States has been 
turned against us; because, for example, they don't im­
pose conditions on China, a huge country, an immense 
country, which defends the ideas of socialism; they don't 
impose conditions on Viet Nam, a marvellous and heroic 
country. Today there is no blockade against them, but 
there is a blockade against us. Put yourselves in the place 
of our party and our government. And in these such diffi­
cult conditions that have never existed before, we must 
save the nation, save the revolution and save the achieve­
ments of socialism. 

What measures would it be necessary to take in this 
world which exists today and which, of course, won't al­
ways exist? Those are illusions held by those who believe 
that neoliberalism is already the ne plus ultra, that it is the 
be-ali and end-all for capitalism; these are illusions that 

was stated in this conference, of safeguarding our inde­
pendence and the revolution, because the revolution is 
the source of everything, and the achievements of social­
ism, which is to say to preserve socialism or the right to 
continue constructing socialism when circumstances al­
low it. 

We are making changes, but without giving up our in­
dependence and sovereignty we are making changes, but 
without giving up the real principle of a government of 
the people, by the people and for the people, that, trans­
lated into revolutionary language, is the government of 
the workers, by the workers and for the workers. It's not 
a government of the bourgeoisie, by the bourgeoisie and 
for the bourgeoisie; nor a government of the capitalists, 
by the capitalists and for the capitalists; nor a government 
of the transnationals, by the transnationals and for the 
transnationals; nor a government of the imperialists, by 
the imperialists and for the imperialists. 

That is the big difference, whatever changes and re­
forms we carry out. If some day we renounced all this we 
would be renouncing the lifeblood of the revolution. 

Militant/Laura Gana 
September 1994 meeting of young sugar workers in Holgum province, Cuba, to discuss sugar harvest and elect 
delegates to national youth meeting on sugar production. Cuba is "a government of the workers, by the workers, 
and for the workers," Castro said, "not a government of the capitalists, by the capitalists, and for tbe capitalists.'' 

they have. The world will teach us many lessons. What is 
going to happen with all of this would take a long time to 
explain, and would be much too long for us to bring up 
now, but for them it's never ending. 

Now they talk about the globalization of the economy. 
We'll see what is left from this globalization for the coun­
tries of the Third World with the disappearance of all the 
current defense mechanisms of the Third World, which 
must compete with the technology and the immense de­
velopment of the industrialized capitalist countries. Now 
the industrialized countries will try more than ever to ex­
ploit the natural resources and the cheap work force of 
the Third World, to accumulate more and more capital. 
However, it is superdeveloped capitalism, like in Europe, 
for example, that bas more unemployed people all the 
time, and the more development, the more unemployed 
there are. What will happen with our countries? There 
will be a globalization of the differences, of the social 
injustice, the globalization of poverty. 

However, this is the world we've got, with which we 
must trade and exchange our products, in which we have 
to survive. That is why we must adapt to that world and 
adopt those measures which we consider essential, with a 
very clear objective. 

This is not to say that everything that we are doing is 
solely the result of the new situation. We have made 
changes as we go along, and even the idea of introducing 
foreign capital came up before the special period: we had 
realized that specific areas, specific fields could not be 
developed because there wasn't the capital or the technol­
ogy to do so. because the socialist countries didn't have 
them. However, we have had to open up more, we have 
had to create what we could call a pretty large opening to 
foreign investment. That was explained here: in Cuba's 
circumstances today, without capital, without technology 
and without markets, we couldn't develop. Hence, all of 
the measures, changes and reforms that we have been 
making, in one way and another have the objective, as 

We have shown solidarity with the world; it's not our 
task now to talk about this solidarity. As far as our soli­
darity is concerned, we should do the most and talk the 
least, because we're not going to make any apology for 
our conduct 

A few minutes ago, before starting the fmal part of this 
event, a comrade said: "Look at how many things Cuba 
bas done. When visitors from one country or another talk; 
when they talk about doctors, students, people that were 
trained here, in one activity or another, it is clear that in 
these years our country has carried out many things." For 
us, solidarity and internationalism are a matter of princi­
ple, and a sacred one at that. 

Solidarity and internationalism 
To provide an example, I'm going to give a few statis­

tics. More than 15,000 Cuban doctors have given free 
services in dozens of countries in these years of the revo­
lution, more than 15,000 doctors have fulfiJled interna­
tionalist missions as doctors, more than 26,000 teachers 
and professors. I ask: if any other small country, and even 
medium or big countries, has had this record. 

Suffice it to say that at one point we had three times 
more doctors working for free in the Third World than 
did the World Health Organization, and we didn't have a 
lot of resources either; only minimum resources. We only 
had the honor of our health workers, with their interna­
tionalist calling. How many lives have they saved? And I 
wonder, is it fair to blockade a country that has done this? 
[Shouts of "No!"] 

How many hundreds of thousands of children have we 
educated with our teachers in foreign countries? And we 
haven't only sent primary and secondary schoolteachers, 
but university professors; we have founded medical 
schools in diverse countries of the world. Is it fair to 
blockade a country that has done all this, and still does it 
to a certain degree? 

Continued on the next page 
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Continued from the previous page 
Half a million Cubans have c9mpleted 

internationalist missions of different types, 
half a million Cubans! 

The Africans have been very generous, 
very noble, and have wanted to recall here 
Cuba's solidarity and aid in the war against 
colonialism, the war against foreign ag­
gression, the war against apartheid and 
racism. 

Like I said here, our soldiers were fight­
ing in southern Angola, 40,000 men and 
women, 40,000 men and women! They 
were fighting alongside the Angolan 
troops, who acted and fought heroically. 
There were Cubans in southern Angola 
facing up to the South Africans after the 
battle of Cuito Cuanavale and when our 
counteroffensive was launched in south­
west Angola, these men and women were 
exposed to the possibility of nuclear war­
fare. We knew it, and the distribution of 
forces in that offensive took into account 
the possibility that the enemy could use nu­
clear weapons. 

At one point we had 25,000 foreign stu­
dents in our universities. Cuba was the 
country with more scholarships per capita 
than anywhere else in the world, and we 
didn't brag about it; we just went on our 
way, fulfilling the task of education as 
[Jose] Marti taught us, and we did what we 
could for other countries. 

I think that this extraordinary confer­
ence, your noble and generous words and 
words of solidarity reflect in part the his­
tory of our own revolution's solidarity. 
This has greatly encouraged us and gives 
us the strength to keep going. 

There are a lot of choices in this day and 
age: the choice of freedom, the choice of 
sovereignty, the choice of independence, 
and the choice of social justice. 

Social justice is acquiring such force as 
an idea- in the midst of neoliberalism, 
which is th~ negation of every principle of 
justice - that even some international 
agencies talk about it.. The Inter-American 
Development Bank talks more and more 
about the need for social justice in this 
hemisphere. Even the World Bank is talk­
ing about social justice! They're the cham­
pions of neoliberalism and they t.alk about 
social justice, because they realize that the 
differences are so great and are still grow­
ing, and they would like to make the dream 
of neoliberalism come true, of capitalism 
with social justice. They're afraid that mis­
ery, hunger, and poverty will undermine 
the bases of the neoliberalism that they 
praise so much, and that is why they talk 
about social justice. 

Chilean dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet with U.S. secretary of state Henry Kissinger 
in June 1976. Three years earlier, Washington backed a bloody coup that ousted 
President Salvador Allende. Castro described the White Bouse' s role in toppling 
elected governments and backing military dictatorships throughout Latin America. 

"peace operations." Wars threaten us from 
all sides, interventions threaten us from all 
sides; but the world is also being threat­
ened by destruction of the natural condi­
tions for life, the destruction of the envi­
ronment. a problem which is getting more 
and more attention and increasingly moves 
the conscience of humanity. We will have 
to make a huge effort in every sense of the 
word to save humanity from all these risks. 

And what is the historical origin of this 
situation? Could anyone deny that it was 
colonialism, neocolonialism, and imperial­
ism? Could anyone deny that it was capi­
t.alism? We are very conscious of all this, 
despite the setbacks suffered by the pro­
gressive movement, the revolutionary 
movement. and the socialist movement 

But we'll say it here and now, dear 
friends. We wiJJ never return to capitalism! 
Not to savage capit.alism -or as Ptrez Es­
quivel likes to call it, cannibal capitalism 
-or to moderate capitalism, if this exists, 
we don't want to go back, and we won't go 
back! 

We know what our duties and obliga­
tions are. We've withstood almost five 
hard years already, when others thought 
the Cuban revolution would quickly disap­
pear off the face of the earth. 

We're working persistently and harder 
all the time, and even putting more and 
more emphasis on the subjective, on our 
own errors, our own deficiencies; empha­
sizing the subjective so that the objective 
doesn't become a pretext for deficiencies. 

We've still got to raise the conscious­
ness of our people. We still have to explain 
why we need to reduce the excess currency 

in circulation and the methods used to con­
tinue gathering up the excess without using 
shock therapy; we have to look for effi­
ciency in agriculture and industry. 

I know that the issue about food produc­
tion has been a worry of yours, expressed 
he.re. I must say that we are obliged to pro­
duce food without fertilizers, without pesti­
cides, without weedkillers, often without 
fuel, resorting to animal traction, faced 
with the need to feed the 80 percent of the 
population living in urban zones. Cuba, un­
like Viet Nam or China, has only 20 per­
cent of the population in the countryside 
and 80 percent in the cities. They have the 
inverse, 75 percent to 80 percent in the 
countryside and 20 percent to 25 percent in 
the cities. 

We even have a labor shortage in rural 
areas. Our agriculture and sugar industry 
had been mechanized, like many other sec­
tors of the economy. Someone asked 
whether we should produce sugar or not. 
We don't have any other choice tban to 
produce sugar, we have to produce it; now, 
it bas become more expensive for the sugar 
mills and machines to produce less because 
of a lack of fertilizer and irrigation, for ex­
ample. In general, we know how to pro­
duce food, but we've had to deal with a 
great scarcity of supplies for food produc­
tion. 

We've had to develop other areas. 
Tourism has already been mentioned here. 
It has become a necessity, although it 
wasn't promoted in the first years of the 
revolution, because it has its good side and 
its bad side. And since we can't live with 
the hope of being in an ivory tower, we 

have to get mixed up with the problems of 
this world. And, based on the idea that 
virtue is born of the struggle against vice, 
just as magnificent flowers bloom from 
cow dung, we have to get used to living 
with all these types of problems. We have 
to look for resources in convertible cur­
rency to make these supplies available. 

The livestock has been left without feed, 
without irrigated land, without fuel. 

The problems we've bad to deal with 
aren't easy, but we're handling it, accom­
plishing what Robertico said about sharing 
the little we have among many, rather than 
a Jot among a few. We've been sharing 
what we have. 

And then, under these incredibly diffi­
cult conditions - I repeat, there is not a 
single school without a teacher, not a child 
without a school, not a patient without a 
doctor or hospital; we maintain social se­
curity, we maintain our cultural develop­
ment, the development of sports; we even 
came in fifth place in the Olympic Garnes 
in the midst of the special period. This 
gives you an idea of our strength in excep­
tionally difficult conditions. 

Therefore, when we share the little we 
have among everyone, a lot of things can 
be done, and there are many countries in 
the world that have much more than we do 
and do very few things. 

This event concludes, really, like an un­
forgettable lesson for all of us, and we 
hope for a lot, we hope for so much from 
this battle that you propose to fight shoul­
der to shoulder with us to end the block­
ade, to end the hostility against our coun­
try; to defend hope. Not because we have 
been predestined to be anyone's hope. We 
don't consider ourselves a people bound 
by destiny; we constitute a small people, a 
modest people, to whom history bas in 
these particular circumstances assigned the 
role of what we're defending: our most sa­
cred ideals, our most sacred rights. You all 
see this as hope. 

We understand what it would mean for 
all the progressive forces, for all the revo­
lutionary forces, for all lovers of peace and 
justice in the world if the United States 
succeeded in crushing the Cuban revolu­
tion, and because of this we consider de­
fending the revolution along with you to be 
our most sacred duty, even at the cost of 
death. 

Thank you, thank you very much, a mil-
lion thank yous. 

And let me exclaim one more time: 
Socialism or death! 
Homeland or death! 
We shall win! 
Long live solidarity! [Ovation] But we know that only the people can 

achieve social justice, and that neoliberal­
ism and social justice are incompatible, 
they're irreconcilable; that a superdevel­
oped world next to an underdeveloped 
world is incompatible, irreconcilable. We 
know that the former will get richer and 
richer, while the latter will get poorer and 
poorer, and this is an irrefutable reality. 

-If YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 

Your presence here shows that just ideas 
live on, that noble ideas live on, that values 
live on. And we have to multiply these 
ideas and values just like Jesus Christ mul­
tiplied the loaves and fishes. 

The church t.alks about giving opportu­
nities to the poor, and this seems excellent 
to us, but I think that today's world needs 
more than choices: it needs energetic, tena­
cious, and consistent struggle by the poor 
themselves. l should have said "churches'' 
instead of "the church," considering that 
we're not only talking about the Catholic 
church. 

We must wage an unending battle 
against the causes of poverty, an inex­
orable offensive against capitalism, against 
neoliberalism, against imperialism, until 
the day when we can no longer speak of 
billions of human beings who are hungry, 
who don't have schools, hospitals, a roof 
over their head, or even the most elemental 
means of living. 

This planet is gening close to having 6 
billion inhabitants; in one century the pop­
ulation has increased fourfold. The threats 
that humanity suffers today are multiple, 
not only social, but economic, political, 
and military. 

Someone here was saying- I think it 
was Robertico [Robaina] - that nowadays 
they call wars "humanitarian missions" or 
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-GREAT SOCIETY 
Want a space commander to 

Oy coach? - Air Force Gen. 
Joseph Ashy requisitioned a 200-
passenger transport jet to fly him, 
his cat, and an aide from Italy to 

Harry 
Ring 

the government ran out of money. 
The working class, tired of being 
trampled by the ruling nobility, 
stormed the Bastille and set off the 
revolution."-Dana Parsons, Or­
ange County columnist for the Los 
Angeles Times. 

If they can remember who 
they are- A new "nanny-tax" 
law raises the threshold for taxes 
on household workers to $1,000 a 
year, up from $50 a quarter. Any 
overpayment refunds due on Social 
Security and Medicare withholding 
payments will be sent to the em­
ployer, who is then expected tore­
imburse the worker for his or her 
share paid. 

ham died after spending 32 years 
in an Israeli jail for refusing to ac­
cept a rabbinical court's order to 
divorce his wife. (He took her in 
marriage at age 12.) Meanwhile, 
the chief rabbi said that because 
the couple remained legally wed, 
the widow was obligated to do the 
ritual seven days of mourning. 

Chrysler to recall 4 million mini­
vans with rear door hatches that 
tend to pop open on impact. In 51 
accidents where this happened, 7 4 
passengers were thrown out, with 
25 killed. 

But not to be ignored - At the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology annual "lg Nobel," awards 
were conferred on those "whose 
achievements cannot or should not 
be reproduced." 

doff Goodman, a sweatshirt of 
pure cashmere, $515. 

And from another company, a 
cashmere watch cap, $110. (If the 
recipient has an inside job, you 
might consider the lightweight ver­
sion of the cap, $95.) 

Season's greeting- Our 

Colorado at an estimated taxpayer 
cost of $120,000. A stickler for 
regulations, the gen did pay the re­
quired $85 fare for the cat. 

A thougbt-"Not to alarm the 
Board of Supervisors, but the 
French Revolution started when 

She could cross her fingers -
We're not clear on the reli­
gious/legal issue, but Yihya A vra-

No kidding, Dick Tracy -
The Rolls Royce company, which 
laid off half the workers at its 
Crewe, England, plant, is passing 
on a bit of the savings with a 
$149,900 model, $40,000 under 
last year's cheapest Rolls. Con­
fided a company rep, "You know, 
even at $149,900, this is not a 
cheap car." 

Not to be hasty- The feds are 
reportedly "leaning" toward telJing 

Our favorite was the chemistry 
award to former Texas state sena-­
tor Bob Glassgow, who sponsored 
a 1989 drug-control bill that would 
make it illegal to buy laboratory 
glassware without a permit. A 
Corning rep accepted the prize for 
him. 

Proletarian gift- From Berg-

thanks to those whose contribu­
tions help keep this column going, 
and a reminder that clippings 
should be sent c/o Pathfinder 
Books, 2546 W. Pico Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90006. 

Or fax them to: (213) 380-1268. 

And, to conclude- Best wish­
es for a revolutionary New Year 
and, on this 36th anniversary of its 
central role in the fight for social­
ism, a hearty viva Cuba! 

Young Socialists meet Cuban volunteer workers 
Continued from front page 
are on a three-week speaking tour of Cuba, 
hosted by the Union of Young Commu­
nists. They have spoken at schools, facto­
ries, and other workplaces. 

Bulldozers work ceaselessly shoving the 
rock into the water, building up the next 
section of the road from a depth of two­
thirds of a mile. Unlike the more com­
monly used aqueduct roads, built with 
bridge supports holding an overhead road, 
the workers here undertook the monumen­
tal task of building a road by filling 
in - rock by rock - a path between the 
keys and the mainland. 

With this method, workers have used 
easily available resources, considerably 
lowering the costs - an example of how 
Cubans are creatively seeking to meet the 
challenge of the current economic crisis. 
The road project includes 45 bridges along 
the way. Lourdes Legozburo Machado, an 
engineer, told Craine and Taylor they knew 
of no other similar road ever built on such 
a large scale. 

Stopping for a moment Elier Manso, a 
bulldozer driver who has been working on 
the contingent for most of the five years, 
explained the work day is usually 14 hours. 
Many contingent members left other jobs 
to volunteer for this rigorous schedule to 
aid in Cuba's effort to draw more of the 
hard currency it needs to meet the popula­
tion 's needs. Several such contingents of 
volunteer workers are organized around 
Cuba, primarily in agriculture and con­
struction, to meet some of the country's 
economic priorities. 

"I work hard because this project is for 
the benefit of society," said Manso. 

Workers capture a rmed terrorists 
It was one of these workers that a band 

of right-wing terrorists from the United 
States ran into sometime after 3:00 a.m. on 
October 15, in an incident that made inter­
national headlines. About a dozen counter­
revolutionaries landed on the coast here. 

Contingent member Juan Jose Perez 
Luna stopped a group of the terrorists in a 
car they had commandeered when they ap­
proached the area where he was doing vol­
untary guard duty. Announcing this was an 
"invasion," they pointed their guns at him. 

Although outnumbered, Perez Luna 
broke free and fired a round of shots at 
them before they sped away. When help 
from the town arrived, the terrorists were 
captured hours later, but not before killing 
an unarmed fisherman. 

"We're free, we don't want these peo­
ple," said Perez Luna. "We may have some 
difficulties, but even with the difficulties 
we will keep on going. These rats lost their 
courage when they confronted someone 
who was poorly armed like me. We fight 
for principles, they fight for money." 

One of the major difficulties Cubans 
face today is the battle to raise food pro­
duction for the population. Everywhere 
Craine and Taylor went- a bicycle and 
household goods factory, a textile plant, a 
rail road tie plant- workers had volun­
teered to join the "Battle of Santa Clara" 
Contingent. 

The contingent is named after the battle, 
led by revolutionary leader Ernesto Che 
Guevara, to take the city of Santa Clara in 
December 1958. Santa Clara is the capital 

of Villa Clara province. 
Beginning last October 2,500 people 

joined up for one or two years, leaving 
their jobs and cities to live in rural camps 
to grow food for Villa Clara province. 
Similar contingents have recently been 
launched in other provinces. 

Craine and Taylor spent several hours 
talking with members of Column 8 of the 
contingent in Quemados de Giiines munici­
pality, who are growing bananas using mi­
crojet irrigation. 

Asked why they would choose to leave 
jobs that were easier and do agricultural 
work Conrado Garcia, 32, who normally 
works in a dairy plant said, "This is the 
most important need the country bas right 
now, and we had to respond." 

The base pay for contingent members is 
225 pesos a month, higher than many fac­
tory workers, with a long workday; from 
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., with a two-hour 
midday break. 

Jorge Cabanas noted, "The brigade has 
a great political impact in this area , as well 
as in Santa Clara where we came from. We 
provide snacks for children in nearby 
schools, and guarantee a liter of milk to 
sick and elderly residents." Their main 
task, he said, " is to provide bananas for 
Santa Clara." 

Some workers said they will return to 
their factories after their one or two years 
is up. But many others like Alexis del San­
tos, 27, who previously worked six years in 
a textile plant, said, "I will stay here as 
long as needed, three or four years, what­
ever." Other contingent members ex­
pressed the same spirit. 

As happened everywhere the two tour­
ing socialists went, the workers plied them 
with questions. "What do they say about 
Cuba in the United States?'' "What do you 
say as socialists when they charge Cuba is 
undemocratic?" "What is the sentiment 
against the blockade in the United States?'' 
"What impact does the Cuban community 
in Miami have on policy toward Cuba?" 
"How much do you make on your job, how 
much do you pay for rent?" 

"What does a doctor's visit cost?" was a 
common question, since Cuba's medical 
care is free. Many Cubans are aware of the 
astronomical cost of health care in capital­
ist countries. 

' It's you Washington is afraid or 

Taylor and Craine presented a poster to 
the contingent of the Pathfinder Mural, a 
six-story high mural in New York depict­
ing revolutionary fighters whose works are 
published by Pathfinder Press, along with 
some of the political books the young so­
cialists campaign with in the United States. 

"It's you the U.S. government is afraid 
of," said Craine. " It's because you offer 
proof that human beings can be motivated 
by a greater cause than just themselves. 
You are setting a dangerous example, of 
fighting for a world where basic needs are 
guaranteed for everyone, at a time when 
the government where we live is saying we 
have to accept a future with no guarantees 
of things like health care or education." 

Craine added, "The U.S. government 
won't change its hostile attitude toward the 
Cuban revolution, but we are confident that 
more working people in the United States 
can be won to defend Cuba." 

In every factory Craine and Taylor vis­
ited they saw evidence of the efforts work­
ers are making to overcome the economic 
crisis, known as the special period, sparked 
by the abrupt end of aid and favorable 
terms of trade with the Soviet bloc. 

At a textile plant, Craine and Taylor 
joined a party for outstanding workers and 
innovators, people who have saved hard 
currency by resolving problems like lack 
of spare parts by inventing solutions with 
things at hand. 

Workers also explained what they had 
discussed in meetings being held at facto­
ries throughout the country called Eco­
nomic Efficiency Assemblies. 

"There are not enough spaces in the day­
care center," said one worker. ''The doctor 
was never in his office. He said he was 
studying for his specialty, but he bas to be 
available," said another. At this plant of 
2,500, there is a day-care center, a beauty 
shop, and a repair shop for household 
goods. 

"We're not asking for better food, just 
that it be better prepared," a worker said. 
Like all factories, subsidized hot meals are 
served in the lunch room on all shifts. 
Workers said they were proud of their ef­
forts to raise production, and that better 
conditions on the job are essential to do so. 

Students too are affected by the tight 

economic situation. On visits to two uni­
versities in Villa Clara province Taylor 
and Craine asked about the cost of going to 
school. 

Visit to universities 
"Some articles in U.S. newspapers give 

the impression that Cuba is charging for 
education now," noted Craine. 

"No," said Mani Flores at the Central 
University of Las Villas. "Education re­
mains free, including books and room and 
board for those in dorms. 

"What has changed is that students were 
additionally receiving a stipend from the 
government. Students who completed their 
military service got an additional stipend. 
This is what has ended, beginning this year 
with first-year students," he said. Students 
with special needs, however, can still apply 
to receive a loan. 

"How much does it cost to go to school 
in the United States?'' many students 
asked. Taylor responded, ''Thousands of 
dollars just for tuition, and many working­
class youth are shut out of getting a decent 
education because of that. That's one of 
the reasons Cuba remains an example. 

" In spite of your difficult conditions, 
working people being in power means ac­
cess to education is kept as a priority, un­
like capitalist countries." 
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Twenty-two young people who were 
present at a disturbance on the University 
of Texas campus [in Austin] have been 
charged with rioting and property damage 
according to the Southern Conference Edu­
cational Fund. 

The incident occurred in the Chuck 
Wagon - a cafe in the student-subsidized 
Union Building. It has been a haven for ac­
tivists from the community as well as the 
university. 

Police were harassed there in early 
November, when they came in to take 
away an 11-year-old runaway. The police 
drew guns to silence the crowd; their car 
tires were slashed; four nonstudents were 
arrested; and the student-controlled Union 
board closed the Chuck Wagon to people 
not connected with the University. 

On Nov. II, a large group of students 
and nonstudents occupied the Chuck 
Wagon to protest the ruling. At 4:15, they 
were told they would be arrested if they did 
not leave. 

Most people moved toward the exits, but 
before they could get out about 50 riot­
equipped police moved in. They sprayed 
mace into the crowd. In the rush to leave, 
several windows were broken, tables were 
overturned, and crockery was broke.n. 
Eight people were arrested that day. 

Three weeks later, the grand jury issued 

sealed indictments for riot and destruction 
of property against 22 people. They gath­
ered their information from police and by 
looking at photographs taken at the scene. 
Apparently they believe that anyone identi­
fied as being at the Chuck Wagon when the 
incident occurred is liable for prosecution 
under Texas riot laws. 
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Puerto Rican workers, brought to the 
United States by promises of 63 cents an 
hour for an eight-hour day (magnificent in 
comparison to the miserable wages paid by 
American exploiters in Puerto Rico), are 
being fleeced of their wages and forced to 
live under intolerable conditions, accord­
ing to their complaint lodged with the 
Puerto Rico Commerce and Industry Asso­
ciation in New York. 

At least 3,000 workers are involved, ac­
cording to the N.Y. Times report of De­
cember 28. They have been receiving only 
$1.38 a day, the balance of the promised 
$5.04 being deducted for food and cloth­
ing, medical care, trans portation, withhold­
ing tax, and a 25 percent allotment for their 
dependents at home. 

The workers testified that they were 
compelled to live in box cars, received 
poor food and inadequate cars, and that 
they resented being " treated like coolies." 
Their request to be returned to their homes 
has been brushed aside by an executive of 
the Baltimore & Ohio road, who said that 
the deductions "were in accordance with 
the contract," but made no comment about 
working conditions. 
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-EDITORIALS---------

No to invasion of Chechnya 
Moscow has launched a war against Chechnya, a re­

public of 1.2 million in the Caucasus region. The Yeltsin 
regime in Moscow aims to crush the resistance there and 
fttmly reestablish its domination over the oil-rich region, 
which includes a major pipeline between the Caspian and 
Black seas. 

The Chechen government is Jed by Dzholchar Du­
dayev, a fonner Soviet general who seized power in 
Grozny in 1991 and declared independence from Russia. 
Moscow has never recognized Cbecbnya' s independence. 
The war in Chechnya is one of several conflicts that have 
erupted in that region since the dissolution of the Soviet 
regime in 1991. Other wars have broken out in Azerbai­
jan, Armenia, and Georgia. These explosive conflicts are 
the prooucts of decades of Stalinist attempts to suppress 
the rights of non-Russian nationalities, combined with 
struggles between warring gangs of bureaucrats and 
would-be capitalists for power and resources. 

The present crisis is another indication that Russia and 
other remnants of the former USSR are not beading to­
ward a transition to stable democratic capitalism. So­
called market reforms and limited foreign capitalist in­
vestments, while yielding overnight riches for some spec­
ulators, have not improved the living conditions of work­
ing people, which continue to plummet. 

The Moscow regime is lashing out from this position 
of weakness and permanent instability. To preserve its 
rule, the regime currently led by Yeltsin will increasingly 
resort to military force. This Bonapartist tendency is rein­
forced as the bureaucracy encounters resistance from 
working people and becomes further fractured between 
rival factions. 

The invasion of Cbechnya by 40,000 Russian troops, 
facing resistance there as well as significant opposition in 
Russia itself, has sharpened divisions within the Moscow 
government For now, at least, fascist politician Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky is one the few who fully back Yeltsin's mili­
tary moves. 

The Clinton administration, for its part, supports 
Yeltsin's crackdown on the Chechen people, despite in­
creasing divergence between Washington and Moscow 
over foreign policy, such as the war in Bosnia. The ma­
jority of the U.S. rulers feel they have no better way to 
keep a lid on working people in Russia or control rebel­
lious republics than to continue supporting his regime. 

"Yeltsin is justified in using military force to suppress 
the rebellion," the editors of the New York Times stated 
recently. U.S. vice president AI Gore, on recent visit to 
Moscow, termed the invasion an "internal affair." 

In rejecting the wars and brutality that capitalism gen­
erates, and that the bureaucratic regime in Russia 
grotesquely perpetuates, working people will fmd a way 
forward in the example set by the Russian revolution in 
1917. Under the leadership of V.I. Lenin, the workers 
and farmers government moved to restore to the people 
of the northern Caucasus the lands that had been stolen 
from them by the czarist rulers. 

Working people around the world should speak out 
against the slaughter that Moscow is ready to inflict on 
the Cbecheo people. Mass actions like the 40-mile chain 
of 100,000 people in Chechnya held December 20 to 
protest the bombings show that the only force for 
progress is workers and farmers - in Cbechnya, Russia, 
and internationally. 

Strong unions are key to safety 
Over the past several weeks the Militant has thrown a 

spotlight on the airline industry's sacrifice of safety for 
the sake of profit. With the December 13 crash of an 
American Eagle commuter plane in North Carolina, the 
death toll in U.S. airline crashes in 1994 rose to 257. It 
was the fifth fatal airplane crash this year. 

The worst safety record in the airline industry since 
1987 can be directly attributed to the companies' drive to 
cut costs and regain profitability. As cut-throat competi­
tion has made profits thin, the bosses have carried out an 
onslaught against airline workers' wages and working 
conditions. At the same time, the owners of the airlines 
have shed all types of safety procedures designed to pre­
vent disasters in the skies. 

Records show. for instance, that nine US Air flights left 
the gate without enough fuel in the past year and a half, 
after the company cut the number of pre-takeoff safety 
checks. 

While there is ample proof that the airlines' profit 
drive and lax government inspections are the primary 
reason for the unnecessary loss of life, a weakened labor 
movement also contributes to the problem of safety. 
Unions that are not fighting for the rights of workers on 
the job are not in a strong position to be the guardians of 
safety for the millions who fly the skies every day. 

Every major airline has gone after its workforce in the 
past seve.ral years, demanding concessions and imple­
menting work-rule changes in order to remain competi­
tive. In all but a few instances the officials who sit on top 
of the airline unions have managed to keep a lid on work­
CTS' desire to fight and helped advance the demands of 
the companies. The result has been staggering for work-

ers in the airline industry - lower wages, reduced bene­
fits, job combinations. and ever deteriorating job condi­
tions. 

Having to accept these conditions without a fight 
breeds demoralization among union members. It cor­
rodes the sense of responsibility workers have for doing 
their job right and making certain every precaution is 
taken. The companies are not going to voluntarily run 
safe airlines. Their drive for profits forces them to take 
all sorts of risks they deem "acceptable." lt is up to the 
unions to safe!uard safety. 

As long as the unions identify with the employers and 
.. our airline," rather than fighting against company at­
tacks, the pressure on individual workers to cut comers 
and work Jess safely will mount. It will take workers 
standing up and forcing the companies to follow safe 
practices to tum this situation around. 

Behind the airline safety regulations, the laws that 
stipulate how dangerous products are to be handled, and 
other safety measures are countless workers who have 
been injured or killed. Many of these regulations were 
implemented only after hard-fought battles by the labor 
movement. 

More actions are needed like that taken by the pilots at 
Amer.ican Eagle who refused to fly A TR turboprop 
planes in icy weather conditions. The company instructed 
two pilots to seek counseling and suspended a third, but 
their actions contributed substantially to forcing Ameri­
can to take the unsafe planes out of commission. The la­
bor movement should champion every refusal to operate 
unsafe equipment, and not give an inch to the employers' 
pleas to let safety take a back seat to profitability. 

Read, sell Marxist magazine 
Contiaued from front page 
ultimately wilt decide whether the capitalists and their 
armies and thugs will drag humanity to fascism and wa~ 
or will be stopped in their tracks by a rising working-class 
movement that wrests power from them and begins to 
build a socialist society around the world. 

This is why the Militant urges its readers to study and 
discuss the brand-new issue of New l nternatioMl and to 
be part of an ambitious campaign, beginnin~ now, to sell 
at least 1 ,500 copies of magazine. As part of this l 0-week 
campaign to make this important tool available to fight­
ing workers and youth around the world, volunteers are 
already translating its contents into Spanish. French, and 
Swedish. The new issues of Nueva International, Nou­
velle International e. and Ny lnternatioMI will be off the 
presses by March. 

Today, workers and a new generation of youth are be­
ginning to live through the effects of the worldwide de­
pression and the increasing instability, unemployment, 
budding fascist currents, and war it engenders. These de­
velopments were explained in a I 988 document entitled 
"What the 1987 stock market crash foretold," which is 
contained in the new issue of the Marxist magazine. In­
creasing numbers already feel the chilly winds of an ap-
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proaching capitalist catastrophe. Under these conditions, 
workers and others who enter into defensive struggles 
against the employers' attacks can be won to a socialist 
course - if they can learn from and apply the historic 
conquests of the communist movement. 

The fact that readers of the Militant successfully cam­
paigned to get out the book To Speak the Truth: Why 
Washington's Cold War against Cuba Doesn't End, sell­
ing 600 copies, is evidence of the hunger for this kind of 
political literature among workers, farmers, and youth. 

We urge every reader to join with others in your area 
to take goals for sales of New /nternatioTUZI no. 10. Those 
who want to join discussions on the articles in the maga­
zine can call distributors of the magazine listed on page 
12. 

New International is above all a tool. Like other tools, 
it is only useful in the hands of workers and others who 
are trying to get a job done. It may not be necessary to 
become a communist to be an effective union activist, to 
fight against the U.S. embargo against Cuba, or to defend 
abortion rights. But being a communist is necessary for 
those who want to change the world. For those who have 
that goal, the material in New lnternatioTUZl is an invalu­
able guide to political action. 

Toledo conference 
on labor party: 
no answers for 
working people 
BY PETER THIERJUNG 

TOLEDO, Ohio- If there was ever a need for a 
voice that uncompromisingly championed the interests 
of working people, it is now. The war in Bosnia, Wash­
ington's military interventions in Haiti and elsewhere, 
U.S. threats against Cuba, attacks on social benefits and 
the rights of immigrant workers, union busting - these 
are some of the life and death questions that demand a 
working-class response, particularly in today's context 
of a long-term world economic depression. Without a 
clear voice speaking in the interests of workers and 
farmers, ultrarightist scapegoating goes unanswered and 

UNION TALK 
gains a greater bearing, including among a layer of 
workers. 

For those who may have been looking to the Labor 
Educational Conference, held here December 10- I I, to 
discuss the need for a labor party in the United States to 
point a way forward it was not to be. The gathering had 
little to offer struggle-minded workers and youth. 

The conference was sponsored by an organization 
called Labor Party Advocates and several locals of the 
Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers union (OCAW), 
among others. Organizers said 350 participants regis­
tered to attend. 

Labor Party Advocates was founded a few years ago 
with the backing of OCA W officials to "educate on the 
need for a labor party in the United States" and "to de­
bate how to restore a proper balance of power among the 
government, the corporations and the people." 

OCA W president Robert Wages gave the keynote 
speech at the gathering. He told the more than 200 par­
ticipants at the opening session that the Democratic 
Party bad shifted to the right and had been "taken over 
by corporate lawyers parading as Democrats." 

Rail union official Jed Dodd, general chairperson of 
the Pennsylvania Federation of the Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employees, described the "one­
way class war" by the employers and their government 
against working people today. Since 1989, he said, the 
railroad workforce has been slashed from 600,000 to 
200,000. 

What most concerns Wages, Dodd, and other union 
officials is that the devastating decline in union member­
ship and their inability to win even cosmetic concessions 
from the capitalist parties will threaten their social sta­
tus, !enerous salaries, and perks. Given half a chance, 
they would prefer to collaborate with the employing 
class and its political representatives. "If the Democratic 
Party provided an atmosphere where unions could grow 
and advance, I could be a stalwart supporter," Dodd told 
participants. 

These officials hope to find a way to realign capitalist 
politics and resurrect a "New Deal" electoral coalition 
of liberal capitalist politicians, the trade union official­
dom, and civil rights leaders. Their threats to form a la­
bor party are meant to pressure capitalist politicians in 
this direction. 

The conference also attracted a variety of left-wing 
radicals, socialists, and political activists in the labor 
movement who accepted the procapitalist and "America 
first" political framework set by Wages and Dodd. Fol­
lowin' the opening session, their participation in the or­
ganization of the conference and from the floor set much 
of the tone for th.e proceedings. 

During workshops to discuss the fight for jobs, strike 
and lockout solidarity, women's rights, international 
policy. and other topics. a flurry of programmatic and 
action resolutions were put forward. But Jerry Gordon, 
an international representative of the United Food and 
Commercial Workers union who chaired the final ses­
sion, reminded participants that the conference's pur­
pose was educational and no binding votes would be al­
lowed. 

We shouldn't be surprised that militant-sounding 
union officials talking about a labor party are not inter­
ested in leading a fight against the employers and their 
political parties. None have distinguished themselves in 
leading a single fight to oppose the concessions de­
manded by the bosses. 

ll 's no accident that the most important labor battles 
today - including the strike by United Auto Workers 
members at Caterpillar Inc., the rubber workers' walk­
out at Bridgestone/Firestone, and the fight against the 
lockout at A.E. Staley Mfg. - were pushed to the pe­
riphery of the conference's deliberations and relegated 
to one of I 0 scheduled workshops. 

Real motion toward a labor party can only come out 
of working-class struggle. And struggle is what the fu­
ture holds. 



Janitors meet to launch union drive in California 
This column is devoted to re­

porting the resistance by work­
ing people to the employers' as­
sault on their living standards, 
working conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 
short items to this column as a 
way for other fighting workers 
around the world to read about 
and learn from these important 

voted December 15 to retain the 
International Association of Ma­
chinists (lAM). The machinists' 
union received 6,482 votes com­
pared to 5,923 for the craft­
minded Aircraft Mechanics Frater­
nal Association (AMF A). The 
e lection was called following pas­
sage of an almost six-year contract 
containing deep concessions in the 

ON THE PICKET LINE 
struggles. Jot down a few lines 
about what is happening in your 
union, at your workplace, or 
other workplaces in your area, 
including interesting political 
discussions. 

Nearly 2,000 janitors from Ser­
vice Employees InternationaJ 
Union Local 399 held a special 
convention in Pasadena, Califor­
nia, December 10 to launch orga­
nizing efforts and a fight to renew 
their contract, which expires April 
1. After years of marches, protests, 
and organizing efforts, the number 
of unionized janitors in the Los 
Angeles metropolitan area has in­
creased from 1,500 in 1987 to 
more than 8,000 today. 

Mobilized through the Justice 
for Janitors campaign, the workers 
have spread their organizing ef­
forts to Pasadena, the Los Angeles 
airport, and Long Beach, winning 
health insurance and improved 
wages. Janitors in the San Fer­
nando and San Gabriel Valley ar­
eas earn $8,000 a year less than 
unionized Los Angeles workers. 
Their average wage is $4.25 an 
hour with no benefits or vacation. 

Delegates at the convention ap­
proved resolutions demanding 
wage increases for all, health in­
surance, no speedup, organizing 
the unorganized, and "one county, 
one contract." 

During the convention, partici­
pants marched to Pasadena City 
Hall to protest recent union­
busting moves by Liberty Manage­
ment and Dean Whitter Realty, 
who kicked out union janitors and 
replaced them with nonunion 
workers, paying them lower wages 
and no benefits. Community ac­
tivists, students, and small delega­
tions of rank-and-file workers 
from several unions attended the 
convention and pledged their sup­
port to the janitors • campaign. 

Workers at United vote to 
retain Machinists union 

Mechanics, cleaners, and other 
eligible workers at United Airlines 

form of an Employee Stock own­
ership Plan, which was backed by 
lAM officials. AMFA sought to 
create a separate organization for 
mechanics by splitting them off 
from baggage handlers and other 
lAM-represented workers at 
United, who they claim drag down 
the wages of skilled workers. 

Nurse's aides in Iceland 
strike for higher wages 

Some 750 nurse's aides in state­
run hospitals, nursing homes, and 
polyclinics across Iceland have 
been on strike since November I 0. 
They are demanding wage in­
creases of 5,500 kronur, a uniform 
contract for all nurse's aides re­
gardless of where they live in the 
country, and further educational 
opportunities. They are also op­
posing the growing inequalities 
among employees in the health­
care system and demanding 
greater equality in income. 

The nurse's aides have been ne­
gotiating since March 1993. Sev­
eral trade unions have declared 
their support and donated funds, 
including the country's biggest 
union Dagsbrun (Dawn), made up 
of 8,000 workers in the capital 
area of Reykjavik. Just under half 
of the of the nurse's aides in Ice­
land belong to the Nurse's Aides 
National Union. 

Court limits pickets at 
B.C.con~ctionsite 

A two-week closure of the 
Macmillan Bloedel construction 
site in Port Albemi, British Col­
umbia, ended December 7 when 
members of the company-orga­
nized Canadian Iron, Steel and In­
dustrial Workers Union resumed 
work. Some 300 members of the 
British Columbia and Yukon 
Building Trades Council and other 
local unions were forced to step 
aside and allow clear passage onto 
the site as ordered by a court in­
junction read out by Royal Cana­
dian Mounted Police. The three-
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Justice for Janitors convention in Pasadena, California, December 10. Years of protests, marches, and 
organizing drives increased number of unioDized janitors in Los Angeles from 1,500 in 1987 to more 
than 8,000 today. Their demand is "one county, one contract." 

month-long dispute began when 
the company changed its 45-year 
policy of awarding contracts only 
to union contractors. 

The new court injunction re­
stricts union presence to 15 people 
at the union camp beside the desig­
nated construction site entrance, 
forbids union members from ap­
proaching or talking to TNL work­
ers as they enter or leave the site, 
and permanently bans picketing at 
this gate. A total of 35 union mem­
bers were arrested for defying the 
injunction by blocking the gate 
December 7 and 8. This brings to 
100. the number arrested during 
this dispute. 

M eaJpackers support 
Caterpillizr strikers 

Members of United Food and 
Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
Local 23 at North Side Packing in 
Arnold, Pennsylvania, have been 
discussing how they can support 
workers on strike against Caterpil­
lar or locked out by A.E. Staley in 
Decatur, Illinois. A meatpacker 
who participated in an October 15 
union rally in Decatur brought 
back T-shirts that were raffled off 
in the plant. Twenty-nine packing­
house workers bought tickets, con­
tributing $76. Two workers fol­
lowed up with a letter to local 
union officials requesting that the 
local make a further fmancial con­
tribution and ask the strikers to or­
ganize a speaking tour to Pennsyl-

vania. As a result the Executive 
Board of Local 23 approved a 
$200 contribution and sent a letter 
of solidarity to the strikers. 

CP-Soo rail workers 
approve union contract 

United Transportation Union 
(UTU) members on the Canadian 
Pacific-owned Soo Line Railroad 
voted 654-17 4 to accept a contract 
recommended by top UTU offi­
cials. Some 75 percent of the 
union's I ,I 00 members cast bal­
lots. 

The contract was signed De­
cember 5, concluding a nearly 
seven-year period during which 
UTU members on the ninth largest 
U.S. railroad had worked under an 
expired contract without a wage 
increase. This situation prompted 
a 47-day walkout last summer, 
which ended when President Bill 
Clinton ordered strikers back to 
work and convened a Presidential 
Emergency Board to make recom­
mendations on a contract. 

The agreement allows the rail 
giant to slash current two-member 
crews to a conductor only on all 
jobs, and to exempt selected jobs 
from any existing work rules for 
up to six months. It creates an in­
coming third tier of new employ­
ees who are ineligible for $17 a 
day in "short crew pay," even 
when trained as a conductor. A 
two-tier signing bonus increases 
divisions between newer and more 

senior workers. 
The railroad dangled a termina­

tion buyout of up to $105,000 for 
senior workers who may be enti­
tled to it. The contract also ear­
marks a maximum of about $6,000 
in retroactive lump sum payments 
for eligible union members. 

Workers at Northwest 
Airlines stage job action 

In response to more than a year 
of cuts in crew sizes, flight atten­
dants at Northwest Airlines are 
waging a "work to contract" cam­
paign. Many workers are refusing 
overtime and will strictly adhere to 
other contract rules. At the same 
time the airline has cut crew size, 
it has offered unpaid leaves until 
1995 for flight attendants, mean­
ing even fewer workers during the 
holiday travel rush. 

The following individuals con­
tributed to this article: Mark 
Friedman, member of TAM Local 
2785 in Los Angeles; Janice Lynn, 
member of /AM Local 1759 in 
Washington, D.C.; Sigurlaug 
Gunnlaugsdottir from Reykjavik, 
Iceland; Dan Grant, member of 
United Steelworkers of America 
Local 39/0, and Bonita Murdock 
from Vancouver, British Colum­
bia; Gerardo Sanchez, member of 
UFCW Local 23 in Arnold, Penn­
sylvania; and Jon Hillson, mem­
ber of UTU Local 1882 and Kip 
Hedges from Minneapolis. 

Socialist garment, textile workers discuss labor resistance 
BY L. PAL TRINERI 

GREENSBORO, North Carolina­
"One of the most effective responses by 
worlcing-class fighters to the government's 
attacks on our rights and standard of living 
was the 70,000-strong march for immigrant 
rights in Los Angeles October 16," Fran­
cisco Picado told a meeting of socialist gar­
ment and textile workers here recently. An 
important component of the march, orga­
nized and led by immigrant workers, was a 
contingent of garment workers in the Inter­
national Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
(ILGWU). The protest, initiated by non­
union garment workers, was "reminiscent of 
how the ILGWU itself was born, through 
mass actions and strikes, and shows the po­
tential power of the working class," Picado 
noted. 

Gale Shangold, an ILGWU member from 
Los Angeles, reported that many of her 
coworkers went to the march. But, she 
noted, there is sti ll a big debate among 
working people in Los Angeles - includ­
ing Chicanos and other Spanish-speaking 
workers- around Proposition 187. Many 
workers of all nationalities supported the 
anti-immigrant bill, which was approved by 
a substantial majority in November. 

Participants in the two-day meet.ing were 
members of the Socialist Workers Party 
who work in mills and factories organized 
by the ILGWU or the Amalgamated Cloth­
ing and Textile Workers Union (ACIWU). 
They discussed how the capitalist economic 
and social crisis impacts on garment and 
textile workers and took special note of a 
series of recent organizing drives in the in­
dustry. As a result of these drives, more than 
7,000 workers in the southern United States 
have joined ACIWU in the last year and a 
half. 

Strike strengthens Kmart workers 
Warehouse workers at the Kmart distri­

bution center here who won union recogni­
tion a year ago recently waged a one-week 
strike. Kmart has been dragging its feet on a 
contract while harassing and frring workers 
for supporting the union. 

M.J. Rahn, an ACfWU member who 
participated in the walkout, reported that 
ACJWU Local 2603 had been strengthened 
through the strike action. The shipping of 
freight was crippled by the pickets. When 
we decided to return to work after a week on 
the picket line, "we drove caravan-style 
through the gates with h?mS blowing, then 

marched into the cafeteria, letting everyone 
we saw know that ACIWU is back and will 
continue the fight inside the plant," Rahn 
said. 

Another important strike is being waged 
by two ACIWU locals at Delila's Manufac­
turing in Louisville, Georgia, and its sister 
plant, Samson's, in nearby Waynesboro. 
Some 500 workers are now in their sixth 
week on strike, in an effort to win their sec­
ond contract. 

These strikes are especially important for 
workers in the South, where historically a 
higher percentage of workers are nonunion­
ized than in the north. Often, even after win­
ning union recognition elections, the em­
ployers have succeeded in dragging out con­
tract negotiations for months or even years. 

''Defending the socialist revolution in 
Cuba and the fight of working people in the 
United States to defend our wages and stan­
dard of living against the employers' attacks 
are part of the same fight," Picado said. The 
socialist workers have made building the 
January international brigade of young peo­
ple to Cuba one of their main campaigns. 

Karen Ray, an ACfWU member who 
works at Malden Mills in Massachusetts, re­
ported that one of her coworkers is very in-

terested in joining the brigade. They are 
working together to raise the hundreds of 
dollars and the time off work that will make 
the trip possible. 

Wendy Lyons, an ACIWU member from 
Philadelphia, reported on the projected 
merger of the ILGWU and ACTWU, cur­
rently scheduled for June 1995, following 
the conventions of the two unions. This was 
one of the reasons why socialist workers 
who were members of the two unions were 
meeting together, she said. 

Similar meetings of socialist steelwork­
ers, coal miners, meatpackers, auto workers, 
oil and chemical workers, machinists, and 
rail workers also met during the last several 
weeks. 

The meatpacking and the garment and 
textile meetings were among the smallest of 
the socialist workers' gatherings. Lyons re­
ported that members of the Socialist Work­
ers Party from around the country, many of 
whom are currently members of other 
unions, had volunteered to move to Greens­
boro, Atlanta, New York, and other cities to 
find jobs in the garment and textile indus­
tries. A similar project is under way to in­
crease the number of socialist workers in 
meatpacking. 
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Ottawa rulers debate Bosnia war 
Capture of troops sparks crisis on role of Canadian military 
BY ROBERT SIMMS 
AND JOHN STEELE 

TORONTO- The release of 55 Cana­
dian soldiers who had been held hostage in 
the former Yugoslavia by right-wing 
Bosnian Serb forces has been accompanied 
by a flag-waving and anti-U.S. campaign 
by capitalist politicians and the media. At 
the same time, the involvement of Cana­
dian forces in the war in Bosnia is creating 
a crisis for the rulers of this country over 
their military role in the world. 

The soldiers, freed December 8 after 
two weeks of detention, were part of the 
2,000 soldiers the Canadian government 
has sent to the region. Eight hundred re­
main in Bosnia while another I ,200 are sta­
tioned in Croatia. 

Speaking to the House of Commons De­
cember 8, Liberal Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien said Canadians should be proud 
of the 55 "peacekeepers who acted with 
calm, courage and stood there because they 
know they are involved in an extremely im­
portant mission, to try to help the poor 
civilians who are trapped in this terrible 
situation." 

The previous week, when he was in 
Paris before attending the December 5-6 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, held in Budapest, Hungary, Chre­
tien told Le Monde that "the Americans 
want to control everything and fight down 
to the last Canadian and Frenchman." Ot­
tawa has raised objections to Washington's 
proposal to lift the arms embargo against 
Bosnia and carry out more NATO bomb­
ing raids against Serb positions. 

Canadian troops move armored personnel car rier into position at Sarajavo airport 
in Bosnia. The Canadian military's false image as "peacekeeper" bas taken a beating. 

Since the end of World War II, Ottawa 
has used its limited but sophisticated mili­
tary resources, under the cover of the 

United Nations, as a lever·to advance the 
economic and political interests of the 
Canadian capitalist class in the world. For 
this reason Ottawa has supplied troops and 
military hardware for more than 30 UN­
sanctioned military interventions since 
1947. Out of a total military force of 
72,000, Ottawa maintains almost 4,000 
troops abroad in UN operations in 
Rwanda, Haiti, Middle Eastern countries, 

and Cambodia, as well as the former Yu­
goslavia. 

Recently the false image of the Canadian 
military's role as a world "peacekeeper" 
has taken a beating. The debate has been 
sharpened by continued revelations about 
Ottawa's cover-up of the murder and tor­
ture of Somali civilians by Canadian troops 
during the UN military operation in that 
country. 

Explosion kills miner in Yellowknife, Canada 
BY SUSAN BERMAN 

TORONTO -Gold miner Brian Bod­
nariuk was killed December 12 in an ex­
plosion at Miramar's Nerco Con mine in 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. 

Many of the miners at Miramar actively 
supported workers at Royal Oak's Giant 
Mine in the same town during a 1992-93 
strike there. 

In initial news reports, the Royal Cana­
dian Mounted Police (RCMP) suggested 
the explosion was the result of foul play or 
suicide. By late afternoon, they had backed 
away from this story, and are now investi­
gating the blast. 

These initial police aiJegations were of 
concern to unionists in YeiJowknife be­
cause of ongoing attempts by employers 
and the RCMP to frame up Royal Oak 
miner Roger Warren, who is on trial on 
false charges of murder in relation to an 
explosion at the mine where he worked. 
The two incidents are unrelated. 

According to Kathy MacPhee, the wife 
of a Con miner who was active in the Cana­
dian Association of Smelter and Allied 

from Pathfinder 

Workers (CASA W) strike against Royal 
Oak, Bodnariuk, 33, was about to leave the 
mine with his coworkers at the end of day 
shift when he realized he had forgotten 
something. He jumped on a Lokey (a car 
used to pull ore cars) to go back to his 
work area to get what he had forgotten. A 
short time later, the other miners heard the 
blast. They ran back and found Bodnar­
iuk's remains. 

RCMP grills miners 
The RCMP grilled miners on the scene 

as if this were a murder investigation. One 
miner, according to MacPhee, was interro­
gated for six hours. After the interrogation, 
the cops provided no medical crisis team 
and he was left wandering Yellowknife in 
shock. 

Wasting no time, Miramar reopened the 
mine the next day for afternoon shift. 
Meanwhile, the investigation will continue. 
Some of the same RCMP agents on this in­
quiry were involved in the investigation of 
the blast at the Giant Mine. 

The threat to life and limb in the mines 

The Truth About Yugoslavia 
Why Working People Should O ppose 

Intervention 

By Qeorge Fyson, Argiris Malapanis, and Jonathan Silbennal'! 
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becomes a bigger question as mine bosses 
push harder for production. This was one 
of the issues in the Giant Mine strike. 
Workers there were demanding increased 
hours for mine safety inspection each 
month. 

The companies are trying to weaken 
safety provisions that cut down on produc­
tion time. One of the frequent illegal work 
practices at the Giant Mine is transporting 
miners and explosives in the same man­
car. 

Some miners believe this was the cause 
of the blast during the strike by CASA W 
members that led to the death of nine re­
placement workers. The bosses are alleg­
ing a bomb explosion and are falsely ac­
cusing unionist Warren. 

The employers use a bonus system in the 
mine to pressure workers to cut corners on 
safety and increase production. Each 
miner's wage is determined by how many 
rounds he sets in the course of a shift. This 
setup encourages some miners to work 
through lunch breaks, use temporary un­
safe storage areas for explosives, or turn a 
blind eye to unsafe company practices. 

Conditions at the Giant Mine are known 
to be even worse than at Miramar. From 
January to April 1992, right before theCA­
SA W strike, there were 81 reported acci­
dents in the mine. Conditions deteriorated 
as mine owner Peggy Witte drove the cost 
of production down from $438 per ounce 
of gold in 1990 to $277 per ounce today. 
Production is also up 13 percent. Many 
miners report that conditions underground 
are worsening. 

The trial of Warren has been recessed 
until January. In late December several 
miners testified they had seen Warren dur­
ing the course of the night before the blast, 
corroborating the fact that he was not at the 
scene of the explosion. 

Susan Berman is a member of Canadian 
Auto Workers Local 1285. 

Despite the hype, Canadian soldiers pro­
tect the economic and political interests of 
Canada's ruling billionaire families, both 
at home and abroad. The Canadian army 
has been used on numerous occasions in 
Canada against the struggles of both the 
Quebecois and Native people to end na­
tional oppression and for their right to self­
determination. 

Internationally, Ottawa's "peace-
keeping" forces aided in .the expulsion of 
the Palestinian people from their land and 
the setting up the Israeli Zionist state in 
1948. They participated in the UN opera­
tion in the early 1960s that ended in the 
murder of revolutionary leader Patrice Lu­
mumba and the overthrow of his govern­
ment in what is now Zaire. 

Today, the UN-sponsored U.S. occupa­
tion of Haiti includes the use of Canadian 
police and military personnel who are 
training the cops who were part of the pre­
vious military dictatorship. 

At the end of September, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Andre Ouellette proposed 
that a "standing army" be organized to in­
tervene rapidly in international "hotspots" 
under the UN banner. In a December 1 re­
view of Canadian military policy, Defense 
Minister David Collenette proposed that 
more of Canada's $12 bi.llion military bud­
get be used for UN operations. However, 
because Washington is Ottawa's biggest 
trading partner it has no choice but to rely 
on U.S.-led war alliances like NATO in 
Europe and the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command. Collenette proposed 
no changes in Canada's membership in 
these organizations. 

As the imperialist crisis deepens over 
the situation in Bosnia, the Liberal govern­
ment as well as the Bloc Quebecois, the of­
ficial parliamentary opposition, remain in 
favor of maintaining Canadian troops in 
Bosnia and Croatia. The right-wing Re­
form Party has called for their withdrawal 
on the grounds that the UN military mis­
sion is not clear and the danger to Cana­
dian soldiers too great. 

Crisis over 'peacekeeping' role 
However, doubts are being raised over 

whether it is possible for the Canadian 
government to continue to center its mili­
tary policy on UN "peacekeeping" opera­
tions. 

Columnist Jeffrey Simpson, writing in 
the Globe and Mail, complained that "the 
UN's wil1 has been continually de­
fied .... Canada's blue helmets were sent by 
a government that was not even part of the 
'contact group' dealing directly with the 
protagonists in the former Yugoslavia." 

An editorial in the November 30 Globe 
and Mail questioning the effectiveness of 
UN military operations points out, "There 
is no New World Order; there is the Famil­
iar World Order ... a messy combination of 
national sovereignty, self-interest, interna­
tional law and public opinion. The behav­
ior of states is governed to some degree by 
the United Nations charter, but those 
guidelines are enforceable only on a case­
by-case basis through agreement of the ma­
jor powers." 

At its biennial convention last May, the 
Canadian Labour Congress reaffirmed the 
union officialdom's support for the use of 
Canadian troops in the former Yugoslavia 
under the UN flag. This position favors the 
employers and is not in the interests of 
working people in Canada or anywhere 
else. 

Fighting workers need to demand that 
Ottawa and the other imperialist powers re­
move their troops from the former Yu­
goslavia. Such a move can give workers 
and farmers in that region greater political 
space to fight to end the war themselves. 

John Steele is a member of Inter1Ultio1Ull 
Association of Machinists Local21 I 3. 


