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White House calls for 
expanded FBI spying 
Oklahoma bombing used to attack democratic rights 
BY GREG ROSENBERG 

The White House and Congress have launched a bipar­
tisan drive to expand domestic spying operations and 
probe the possibilities of narrowing democratic rights in 
the wake of the April 19 bombing of. the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

While politicians and the big-business media have 
toned down the anti-Arab. anti-Islamic barrage they initi­
ated moments after the blast ripped through the facility, 
Clinton administration officials and members of 
Congress have raised the pitch against the ''threat of ter­
rorism." 

Three of the four main suspects in the blast are U.S.­
bom white men. At press time. the fourth, dubbed ''John 
Doe no. 2." remains at large. 

The White House insists it will demand the death 
penalty for those convicted of setting the blast. At press 
time, the death toll was approaching I 00- a number ex­
pected to rise - and more than 400 men, women. and 
children were injured. 

" I was treated like dirt, like a dog," said Abrahim Ah­
mad. who happened to be flying to Europe several hours 
after the bomb went off. Ahmad, a U.S. citizen born in 
Jordan, was seized, questioned, and harassed by British 
cops. who handed him over to Washington for more in­
terrogation. He was released two days after being de­
tained. "I was pronounced guilty by the media,'' said Ah­
mad. who also reported that people poured trash on the 
lawn of his Oklahoma City home and spit on his wife. 

The anti-Arab, anti-Islamic chauvinism whipped up by 
the press and politicians resulted in a spate of police in­
timidation. bomb threats, harassing phone calls, physical 
assaults, and vandalism against Muslim organizations, 
mosques. and people of Arab descent in the United States 
and other countries. 

FBI SWAT team at Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma. Bipartisan call 
for expanded police powers utilizes Oklahoma bombing as justification. 

While the White House in recent days has tried to disassociate 
itself from the most virulent anti-Arab attacks, it was Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher who. only hours after the bombing. de-

clared he had sent Arabic interpreters to aid the federal investiga­
tion in Oklahoma. Former representative Dave McCurdy declared 
there was "very clear evidence" of the involvement of 

Continued on Page 12 

Mark Curtis demands right to read 
new pamphlet on his defense case 
BYJOHNSTUDER 

DES MOINES, Iowa - "Notice of Re­
jection of Correspondence" read the form 
handed to imprisoned union and political 
activist Mark Curtis April 13. It said he 
was being denied the new Pathfinder Press 
pamphlet Why Is Mark Curtis Still in Jail? 
Prison authorities said the pamphlet is not 
on the ·'Jist of approved publications." 

Handwritten on the bottom of the form 
was a note to Curtis telling him to autho­
rize paying shipping costs to send the 
pamphlet back to the Pathfinder bookstore 
in Des Moines. Otherwise, the pamphlet 
would be destroyed. 

Curtis wrote back that he did not want 
the pamphlet sent back to the bookstore. If 
they were going to refuse to deliver it to 
him, he wanted it sent to the Publication 
Review Committee in the Des Moines 
headquarters of the Iowa Department of 
Corrections for approval. The next day 
Cunis was handed a one-word reply: 
"Noted." 

Cunis has served more than six years in 
Iowa state prison on frame-up charges of 
rape and burglary. He was arrested after 
speaking out in Spanish at a public meet­
ing to protest the arrest of 17 of his co­
workers at the Monfort meatpacking plant 
in Des Moines. 

Federal immigration agents and city po­
lice raided the plant, seized 17 workers 

from Mexico and El Salvador, and threat­
ened them with prosecution or deporta­
tion. 

On the night of his arrest, Curtis was 
brutally beaten by the cops, who called 
him a "Mex ican lover." He was railroaded 

to prison and has been fighting since to 
win public support for his release and to 
win political vindication in the court of 
public opinion. The Mark Curtis Defense 
Committee was formed after his arrest to 

A~~~tlt~P~ 

Why is Mark Curtis Still in Prison? 
The Political Frame-Up of a Unionist and 
Socialist and the Campaign to Free Him 
by Naomi Craine 

Mark Curtis is a union activist and socialist 
who was framed up by police on false charges 
of rape and burglary in March 1988. At the 
time he was involved in a struggle to defend 1 7 
Mexican and Salvadoran co-workers arrested in 
an immigration raid at the packinghouse where 
he worked in Des Moines, Iowa. 

This new pamphlet explains what happened to 
Curtis, and the stakes for workers, farmers, 
youth, and other democratic-minded people in 
demanding his release. 56 

Continued on Page 4 

Avai lable at bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or write Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, 
NY 10014. Tel: (21 2) 741-0690. Fax (212) 727·0150. Or contact the Mark Curtis Defense Committee, 
P.O. Box 1048, Des Moines, Iowa, 50311 . Tel: (515) 246-1695. 
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Canada secret 
police seize 
young socialist; 
rapid protests 
denounce gov't 
BY ROBERT SIMMS 

TORONTO -Two agents of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
seized Nojan Emad, a Cuba solidarity ac­
tivist and leader of the Toronto Young So­
cialists, April 20 in the Pathfinder book­
store here. They dragged him out of the 
store into a waiting van where four agents 
detained and interrogated him for close to 
an hour. 

Emad was released only after a lawyer's 
call, organized by bookstore staffers. 
reached him via the van's cellular phone. 

The lawyer, Bob Kellerman, spoke at a 
broadly attended April 22 press confer­
ence to protest the illegal harassment of 
Emad. He to ld the press that the young so­
cialist "essentially was kidnapped by a po­
lice force." 

Emad, I 9, is a garment worker and po­
litical activist. In January, he traveled to 
Cuba as part of the International Youth 
Brigade. He has since spoken publicly 
many times in defense of the Cuban revo­
lution, been interviewed on the radio, and 
wrote an article on Cuba in the April 12 
Eyeopener, the Ryerson University news­
paper. He is also a member of the Com-

-· munist League. 
The day before his abduction. Emad at­

tended a demonstration of 2,500 people in 
Montreal defending women's, immigrant, 
and democratic rights outside the conven­
tion of the right-wing Human Life Interna­
tional. 

Two plain clothes RCMP agents from 
the National Security Investigations Sec­
tion entered the Pathfinder bookstore in 

Continued on Page 6 

Mia01i event 
for Cuban 
youth leader 
is big success 
BY SETH GALINSKY 

MIAMI - In a victory for free speech 
and for defense of the Cuban revolution, 
Cuban youth leader Kenia Serrano ad­
dressed a widely publicized public forum 
at Florida International University (FlU) 
April20. 

The FlU administration tried to prevent 
Serrano from speaking on campus-and 
after that failed, tried to sabotage the 
event. Students and other activists publi­
cized the forum through mass distribution 
of flyers for eight days leading up to the 
meeting. The campus press and other ma­
jor news media also publicized the forum. 
In response the College Republicans took 
to the airwaves on Spanish-language radio 
stations for several days to condemn her 
visit and build an ··anti-Castro" demon­
stration. And right-wing hecklers tried to 
shout Serrano down. 

But, the Miami Herald was forced to 
admit, Serrano "kept her cool-even in 
the midst of heated Cuban rancor." 

Serrano, a researcher at the Center for 
Continued on Page 9 
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Rolls Royce struck in Scotland 
Hundreds of workers at the Rolls Royce 

plant in East Kilbride, Scotland, staged a 
one-day strike April 20 protesting the 
company's plan to eliminate 600 jobs. An­
other strike is planned soon. Rolls Royce 
is one of the world's top three aircraft en­
gine producers. 

As it moved to slash costs and person­
nel, company spokespersons reported they 
have won almost 25 percent of the new en­
gine orders on the world market. 

Britain: teachers vote to strike 
A National Union of Teachers confer­

ence voted to take strike action across 
England and Wales to fight growing class 
sizes. Some I million primary school chil­
dren are taught in classes of more than 30, 
and I 00,000 in classes of more than 36. 

Labour Party leader Tony Blair joined 
British prime minister John Major in con­
demning a walkout by the teachers. A 
strike would be "wrong and misguided," 
Blair said in the House of Commons. 

New Delhi rejects U.S. pressure 

Washington has threat­
ened "the possibility of 
seeking sanctions" if the 
North Korean regime 
breaks the freeze on its nu­
clear program. Pyongyang, 
which has previously re­
jected the U.S. govern­
ment's insistence that it ac­
cept the reactors from 
Seoul, announced it would 
"resume operation of some 
nuclear facilities.'' 

Moscow deeper into 
Tajik conflict 

Moscow is getting 
deeper into a conflict 
against guerrilla forces in 
Tajikistan where it already 
maintains 25,000 troops to 
bolster the regime. Tajik­
istan, with 5.4 million peo­
ple, is the poorest of the 
former Soviet republics re­
lying heavily on Moscow 
for economic aid. 

Tajik opposition forces 
were driven out of the 
country during a civil war 
in 1992 and have recently 
launched several raids from 
Afghanistan. 

ation Rescue April I 9 under a 
court order obtained by Planned 
Parenthood of . Houston and 
Southeast Texas .. Planned Par­
enthood won $I million in puni­
tive damages from the Dallas­
based Operation Rescue and the 
Houston-based Rescue America 
in May 1994 after a jury ruled 
that the groups conspired to hin­
der Planned Parenthood and nine 
other clinics during the 1992 Re­
publican National Convention. 

The LifeChoices office 
opened in early April in North 
Dallas next to A Choice for 
Women, a clinic that performs 
abortions. 

N.Y. homeless to pay rent 
The administration of New 

York governor George Pataki is 
proposing to charge homeless 
people for living in public shel­
ters. This measure would include 
those receiving Supplemental 
Security Income, a government 
program for the aged, disabled, 
and blind. "Anyone with any in­
come should in fact contribute 
toward the cost of shelter being 
provided," said Terrence Mc­
Grath, spokesman for the state's 
Department of Social.Services. 

"We are not a banana republic to be told 
who we should like, invite, or dine with," 
said a member of India's Parliament re­
sponding to U.S. treasury secretary Robert 
Rubin's criticism of a visit by Iranian 
president Hashemi Rafsanjani. Iran 's pres­
ident was in India April 16-18, to develop 
business and political ties with New Delhi. 

Rubin, visiting India during the same 
days, expressed Washington's "extremely 
strong concern" about Iran to Indian prime 
minister PV Narasimha Rao. Brushing 
aside the imperial arrogance of the repre­
sentative of the Clinton administration, 
Rao told Rafsanjani, "We hope your visit 
will be a landmark in our bilateral rela­
tions." 

The Afghan government 
protested to the United Na­
tions April 13 that Russian 
planes invaded their 
airspace and bombed the 
town of Taloqan, killing 
125 people. Russian offi­
cials have denied the mili­
tary action. 

Russian soldier wounded in clash along the Tajik/Afghanistan 
border. Going after Tajik fighters, Russian jets blasted a village in 
Afghanistan April 20, killing 12 people. "More and more, we are 
repeating our bitter Afghan experience," said Boris Gromov, who 
led the Russian army out of Afghanistan. 

"The shelter system does not 
provide people with the services 
it should now," said Ram6n Car­
rera, who lives in a shelter. 
"How do we expect people to 
pay for a bed that in reality ain't 
even worth paying for?" 

N. Korea gov't rejects reactors 
Government officials from North Korea 

walked away from talks with Washington 
April 20, refusing to accept two light­
water nuclear reactors from Seoul. Pyong­
yang agreed to freeze its nuclear program 
last October, in exchange for two new re­
actors to replace an old Russian-made fa­
cility along with other economic and 
diplomatic concessions. 

Brazilia boasts of boom 
Boasting about a 5 percent economic 

growth rate for the last three years, Brazil­
ian president Fernando Henrique Cardoso 
arrived in the United States April 17, for a 
five-day visit. Cardoso is seeking to attract 
more investment and expand the govern­
ment's political influence. 

Cardoso plans to lobby for Brazil, with 
a population of 155 million people, to win 
a permanent seat on an expanded UN Se­
curity Council. In May the regime plans to 
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send 1,100 troops to Angola. 

Mexican military is costly item 
Mexican economist Jorge L6pez 

Arevalo recently calculated that the 
30,000 soldiers deployed to Chiapas over 
the past year cost the Mexican economy 
$285 million. L6pez further noted that the 
resources spent on the military in 1994 
was equivalent to the total exports of Mex­
ican coffee for the 1993-94 harvest. 

"The annual amount spent by the Na­
tional Defense Secretariat in Chiapas 
would enable the government to solve 
most of the social demands made by the 
Zapatistas: housing, health, food, roads, 
education, jobs, and land," said L6pez. 

Cuban hijacker granted asylum 
Leone! Macias Gonzalez, accused by 

the Cuban government of hijacking a gov­
ernment boat and killing a naval officer, 
was granted political asylum in the United 
States April 17 and released from a deten­
tion center in Miami. The Cuban govern­
ment had appealed the decision to grant 
Macias Gonzalez political asylum in 
February. 

Operation Rescue loses suit 
Office equipment and other assets were 

taken from LifeChoices Inc., the national 
headquarters of anti-abortion rights Oper-
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GM scores big profits 
The General Motors Corp. reported 

April 20 that the profits at its North Amer­
ican automotive operations were up 152 
percent with first quarter earnings of $2.2 
billion. GM's chief financial officer, J. 
Michael Losh, pointed out that ''the im­
provement shows what we have been do­
ing on our cost structure." 

Overall, the Big Three U.S. automakers 
earned profits of $4.3 billion in the quarter 
compared with $3.4 billion in the same pe­
riod last year. 

Gulf war syndrome confirmed 
The U.S. government, after denying the 

claims of veterans, now admits that the 
Gulf war syndrome is a genuine ailment, 
entitling veterans to disability benefits and 
subsidized medical care. More than 
50,000 veterans have reported symptoms 
of the illness according to the Pentagon. 

Hens and rats tested by Pentagon re­
searchers displayed "textbook symptoms" 
after being exposed to the same combina­
tion of anti-nerve gas pills, insecticides, 
and pest repellents routinely issued to Gls 
in the region. 

Washington also admits that it has no 
evidence that chemical or biological 
weapons were used by Baghdad. 

-MAURICE WILLIAMS 
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Labor protests flare 
in Tierra del Fuego 

Argentina: struggles in the provinces 

BY HILDA CUZCO 
The simmering social tensions in Ar­

gentina exploded in mid-April in Tierra 
del Fuego, the southernmost region of the 
country. Following the fatal shooting of a 
worker by the police, thousands of angry 
unionists took to the streets demanding 
justice. Labor protests against mass lay­
offs had erupted there last May. 

Similar working-class demonstrations 
and strikes have broken out in the past 
month in a dozen Argentine provinces, 
where conditions working people face are 
particularly critical. Provinc ial govern­
ments have imposed severe austerity mea­
sures and unemployment is growing, hav­
ing reached a record 12 percent nationally. 

presidential contenders, Jose Bord6n of 
the dissident Peronist party FREPASO 
and Horacio Massaccesi of the Radical 
Civic Union, denounced Menem for the 
bloodshed. The elections, which Menem 
is expected to win, will be held May 14. 

Elsewhere, the economic crisis has 
sparked labor protests in several northern 
provinces. In San Salvador de Jujuy, 8,000 
state employees surrounded the state leg­
islature April I I demanding the reversal 
of a government decree that cut municipal 
workers' pay in the province. Parliament 
quickly revoked the law. Some 6,000 peo­
ple demonstrated April 11 in front of the 
government house in Parana, Entre Rlos 
province, demanding their wages for 
March. They also protested the halving of 
their pay and denounced Governor Mario 
Moine's austerity policies. The demon­
stration brought together public employ­
ees, retired workers, and students. 

In C6rdoba, a major city, unions be-
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ers, and doctors held a stoppage several 
days earlier. State workers have also held 
work stoppages in the provinces of El 
Chaco and La Rioja. 

In Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego, 200 work­
ers had occupied the Continental Fuegina 
electronics plant for I 0 days. They were 
demanding their back pay and protesting 
the announced shutdown of the plant. On 
April II, cops evicted the workers with 
c lubs and rubber bullets, wounding 15 and 
arresting 20. 

On leaving work and finding out what 
had happened at the plant, workers from 
nearby factories began to pelt the police 
with rocks. About 100 workers, defying 
subzero temperatures, marched to the gov­
ernment building and threw rocks, de­
manding the resignation of the provincial 
minister of labor and justice, Fulvio 
Baschera. 

Washington presses for atomic status quo 

The Union Front, General Confedera­
tion of Labor, and Metalworkers Union in 
the province called a 24-hour work stop­
page and demonstrations for the following 
day to protest the repression. 

Two thousand workers marched to the 
police station April I 2 to demand the ar­
rested workers be freed. The police an­
swered with tear gas and rubber bullets. 
Victor Choque, a 37-year-old construction 
worker, was fatally shot in the head. Sixty 
workers were wounded. some seriously. 

The Metalworkers Union and the Union 
Front. which includes government em­
ployees, teachers, taxi drivers, and sanita­
tion workers, called a work stoppage for 
April 13. Meanwhile, Governor Jose Esta­
billo announced the resignation of minis­
ter Baschera. 

On Good Friday, 3 ,000 people held a 
silent protest march through the streets of 
Rio Grande, . In Ushuaia, I 0,000 people 
attended the wake for Victor Choque. 
Workers from all the unions took turns 
holding the coffin. Afterward, 3,000 
marched through the streets with 
Choque's coffin , passing in front of the 
governor's mansion. 

Argentine president Carlos Menem, 
concerned about his reelection campaign, 
quickly declared that those responsible for 
the death of Choque would be .. severely 
punished," adding that his administration 
"had nothing to do'' with the repression in 
Ushuaia. The other two major capitalist 

BY NAOMI CRAINE 
Washington is far from gaining consen­

sus from the I 73 other governments in­
volved in month-long negotiations at the 
United Nations on extending the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT). The Clinton administration is 
pushing for an indefinite, unconditional 
extension of the 25-year-old pact, which 
allows the U.S. government and four other 
declared nuclear powers - London, 
Paris, Beijing, and Moscow -to maintain 
their nuclear arsenals. Other signatories to 
the agreement are required to renounce all 
nuclear weapons. 

The governments of Indonesia, Nigeria, 
Venezuela, and several other countries are 
arguing instead for extending the treaty for 
a set period of time, probably 25 years, 
saying that the states with nuclear bombs 
have not Jived up to promises to reduce 
their arsenals, share peaceful nuclear tech­
nology, and give assurances on the use of 
nuclear weapons. An indefinite extension 
would ''lead to a permanent division of the 
world into nuclear haves and have-notes, .. 
noted Indonesian foreign minister Izhar 
Ibrahim. His government chairs the Non­
Aligned Movement, which has not taken a 
formal position on the matter. 

The treaty should be extended indefi­
nitely because it "creates a more secure 
world for all its members," declared U.S. 
vice president AI Gore at the conference. 
Washington is the only government to 
have ever actually used nuclear weapons 
on human beings when it bombed Hi­
roshima and Nagasaki in World War II, 
and it has more of them today than when 
the NPT went into effect in 1970. 

In the weeks before the conference, rep-

resentatives of the Clinton administration 
traveled the world trying to drum up votes 
for the indefinite extension. Gore went to 
Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Oman in 
late March. Pressing for support for Wash­
ington's position, he pledged to the Jorda­
nian government support for writing off 
Amman's debt to the U.S. government. 

Gore's visit to Cairo followed attempts 
by the U.S. secretary of state, secretary of 
defense, and other officials to pressure the 
Egyptian government. But Cairo argued in 
a meeting of the Arab League that the 
treaty should not be continued indefinitely 
while the Israeli regime, which has nu­
clear weapons, refuses to sign the treaty. 

One unresolved question is how the 
vote on extending the treaty will be carried 
out. Some of the Third World govern­
ments are demanding a secret ballot, while 
Washington and its backers are pushing 
for an open vote. 

South African foreign minister Alfred 
Nzo spoke on the third day of the confer­
ence. His government ''in principle sup­
ports the view that the NPT should be ex­
tended indefinitely," Nzo said. "There is, 
however, concern that proper checks and 
balances should be put in place to ensure 
that the objectives of the treaty are trans­
lated into reality," he added. 

"Many countries have, with good rea­
son, been critical about the failures and 
delays" by the nuclear powers in carrying 
out their- promises, Nzo said . "South 
Africa therefore believes that a mecha­
nism must be found to address these con­
cerns about the implementation of the 
treaty." 

The South African foreign minister em­
phasized that "further steps should be 
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taken to accelerate the pace of nuclear dis­
armament" by Washington and Moscow. 
"The time may also be right for consider­
ing whether the arsenals of the other Nu­
clear Weapon States should not be in­
cluded in this process." The South African 
government "also urges greater trans­
parency on the part of the Nuclear 
Weapons States," Nzo said. 

In 1992, as the mass movement to bring 
down the apartheid regime surged, the Na­
tional Party government in South Africa 
acknowledged that it had a nuclear 
weapons program, dismantled it, and 
signed the NPT. "Apartheid South 
Africa ... embarked on a nuclear weapons 
program. Democratic South Africa sees 
the international and regional security be­
ing achieved by complete nuclear disar­
mament," Nzo concluded. 

In preparation for treaty negotiations. 
the UN Security Council passed a resolu­
tion April II with the stated purpose of as­
suring help to non-nuclear-weapon states 
that sign the NPT if they come under nu­
clear attack. This pledge consists primar­
ily of urging other governments "to take 
appropriate measures in response to a re­
quest from the victim for technical, medi­
cal, scientific or humanitarian assistance." 

Officials of the five "nuclear weapon 
states" also made statements leading up to 
the conference that they would not usc 
nukes against non-nuclear signers. 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
said April 5, 'The United States reaffirms 
that it will not use nuclear weapons 
against non-nuclear weapon states parties 
to the treaty on the nonproliferation of nu­
clear weapons except in the case of an in­
vasion or any other attack on the United 
States, its territories, its armed forces or 
other troops, its allies, or on a state toward 
which it has a security commitment, car­
ried out or sustained by such a non­
nuclear weapon state in association or al­
liance with a nuclear weapon state." 

Beijing was the only government of the 
five to pledge unconditionally that it will 
not use nukes first. 

In other news, the Cuban government 
signed on to the Tlatelolco Treaty March 
25 . The 1967 agreement bans nuclear 
weapons in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Cuban foreign minister 
Roberto Robaina stressed that Washing­
ton, the only nuclear power in the Ameri­
cas, maintains a hostile policy toward 
Cuba, including illegally occupying a por­
tion of Cuban territory at the Guantanamo 
naval base. Through this area, Robaina ex­
plained, U.S. vessels pass carrying nuclear 
weapons. This will haye to be resolved, he 
said, as a condition to the island remaining 
in the treaty. 

"We support a complete ban on nuclear 
arms as the only way to guarantee long­
lasting peace and safety to everyone," 
Robaina said. "Those who are called upon 
to honor this princ iple first are the so­
called nuclear powers." Cuba is not a sig­
natory to the NPT, but the talks at the 
United Nations have gotten coverage in 
the Cuban media. Cuban officials are at­
tending the NPT conference as observers. 
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-FROM BEHIND PRISON WALLS 

Film opens discussion on danger of anti-Semitism 
FORT MADISON, Iowa - When the 

movie Schindler's List was shown on tele­
vision here last weekend, it opened a dis­
cussion on the nature of anti-Semitism and 
the fascist agenda. Most guys were blown 
away by the scale and brutality of the Nazi 
pogroms and concentration camps. How­
ever, one man offered a different view. 

First, he insisted, nowhere near 6 mil­
lion Jews were murdered; ''do the math, 
it 's just not possible." Second, it was 
wartime and "people die in war." Third, he 
said that 1930s Germany was a lot like the 

Mark 
Curtis 

United States today, with certain forces, 
especially Jews creating corruption .• profi­
teering, and filth that is dragging the coun­
try down, and Adolf Hitler took extreme 
actions to stop it. 

Although this is the fascist viewpoint 
with all the trimmings, explicit or implied 
remarks blaming a shadowy Jewish con­
spiracy for today's economic breakdowns 
are being put forward by a number of 
politicians. Rightist demagogue and Re­
publican presidential candidate Patrick 
Buchanan likes to emphasize that it was 
U.S. treasury secretary Robert Rubin who 

put together the Mexican peso 
bailout package. Rubin is Jew­
ish and formerly of the Wall 
Street firm Goldman Sachs. 
Buchanan is joined by other 
right-wing political figures 
like Louis Farrakhan and Pat 
Robertson in thinly-veiled 
Jew-baiting. 

Jew-hatred has been a con­
stant plank in every fascist and 
rightist movement that has its 
eyes on capturing state power. 
The reason is explained in 
Daniel Guerin's book Fascism 
and Big Business. Anti-Semi-
tism, Guerin says, is the pass 
key. The pass key works be­
cause of the widespread myth 
that Jews control the banks. 

The fascists' anti-Semitism 

I 

is their ·'anti-capitalist" pass ~ 
key to the millions who have 

) 

an instinctive hatred for the 
rich, especially loan-sharking 
bankers. Fascism is a move­
ment aimed at grabbing power 

Nazi storm troopers occupy Berlin union offices in 1933. Opposing bigotry, racism, and sexism is 
needed if labor movement is going to defeat capitalism and its rescuer, fascism. 

and destroying the unions and the political 
organizations of the working class. It is 
based on the middle class - not the wage 
workers, but not the rich either - the 
small business people, farmers, profes­
sionals, etc. Schindler's List doesn't ex­
plain it this way, so I did. One guy won­
dered if Hitler cou ld have been stopped 
before the bloodbath began. Another said 
he felt Buchanan was "dangerous, espe­
cially to the prisoner populations." 

I was challenged by the guy with the 

right-wing ideas who recalled the Jewish­
sounding names of big shots in banking, 
entertainment, and television. But having 
Alan Greenspan run the Federal Reserve 
doesn't make it a Jewish-controlled 
agency anymore than Bill Clinton in the 
White House makes it a Baptist-controlled 
presidency. The U.S. ruling class - the 
capitalist families who own industry and 
banking - are not Jewish. That's a histor­
ical fact. 

I don't see Jew-hatred on the rise in the 

attitudes of most working people. Never­
theless. the economic slide means more 
anti-Semitic propaganda by rightists fum­
bling for their pass key. 

Opposing bigotry, racism, and sexism is 
needed if the labor movement is going to 
defeat capitalism and its rescuer, fascism. 
Oscar Schindler rescued about 1,000 peo­
ple, but millions were butchered by the 
Nazi regime. That's why we should arm 
ourselves politically now, before the skir­
mishes become big class battles. 

Curtis demands prison let him receive pamphlet 
Continued from front page 
help advance this campaign. 

Curtis is currently being held in lockup 
in a segregation unit at the Iowa State Pen­
itentiary, the state's only maximum secu­
rity prison. He was victimized by guards 
on trumped-up charges of assaulting an­
other inmate at the end of August 1994. At 
the time, he was working with his support­
ers to organize an international public 
campaign to press the Iowa Parole Board 
for his release. Curtis was shackled, 
brought before a kangaroo prison hearing 
officer, and convicted after a half-hour 
hearing where he was denied the right to 
confront his accusers. He was sentenced 
to 30 days ''in the hole" and a year in 
lockup, confined to his 5' by 7' cell 23 
hours a day. 

The denial of the pamphlet to Cur­
tis-like throw ing him into lockup-is a 
conscious political attack. It is aimed at 
breaking his spirit, cutting him off from 
the outside world, derailing his fight for 
freedom, and demoralizing his supporters. 

Prior to this, Curtis has had little trouble 
receiving literature, without any question 
being raised about being on any 
·'approved list.'' He regularly receives ba­
sic Marxist literature, pamphlets about 
other defense cases, books on current po­
litical events- like the recent autobiogra­
phy of Nelson Mandela - a variety of 
newspapers and magazines, and occa­
sional novels. In fact, the day the pam­
phlet was rejected, Curtis was given three 
other books sent to him, including Engine 
by Gore Vidal and Rebellion of the 
Hanged by B. Traven. None of the three 
given to Curtis are on the approved list. 

In an interview with Curtis, he stated 
that in the past he has seen the "approved 
list" of literature referred to in the prison 
form. It is roughly I 00 books and maga­
zines. Ironically, Curtis said, many of the 
titles on the list are books that were sent to 
him and approved by the state Department 
of Corrections when he was being held in 
the Iowa State Men 's Reformatory at 
Anamosa a number of years ago. On the 
list, for instance, is a previous Pathfinder 
pamphlet about Curtis, The Frame-Up of 
Mark Curtis: A Packinghouse Worker's 
Fight for Justice, by Margaret Jayko. 

Two years ago authorities at the Iowa 
State Penitentiary decided to change its 
policy on literature, and began sending all 
prisoners' magazines and books to the 
state Corrections office for review. After a 
public outcry and widespread media atten-
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Militani/Hilda Cuz.co 
Supporters of Mark Curtis used new pamphlet on his case to help win backing for 
Curtis's fight at April 9 rally for women's rights in Washington, D.C. 

tion, the policy was reversed. bunking" to house more prisoners - two 
to each 5' by 7' cell. 

On April 23, The Mark Curtis Defense 
Committee issued a call for "an immedi-

ate, emergency campaign over the next 
two weeks- from Apri124 to May 7-
to put public pressure on the Iowa Depart­
ment of Corrections and officials at the 
State Penitentiary in an effort to get them 
to relent and grant Mark the pamphlet, and 
to press against any further efforts to polit­
ically censor the literature or correspon­
dence Mark receives. 

"Send a letter or fax today to Iowa au­
thorities urging that the pamphlet Why Is 
Mark Curtis Still in Prison? be released to 
him now," the defense committee appeal 
says, "and any further effort to politically 
censor the mail or books he receives be 
halted." 

The committee asks that messages be 
sent to Sally Chandler Halford, Director, 
Department of Corrections, Capitol An­
nex, 523 East 12th Street, Des Moines, 
Iowa 50309, fax (515) 281-7345, and to 
Paul Hedgepath, Acting Warden, Iowa 
State Penitentiary, Box 316, Fort Madi­
son, Iowa 52627, fax (3 I 9) 372-6967. 
Copies should be faxed to the defense 
committee at (5 15) 243-9869. 

For further information, or to order a 
copy of the pamphlet denied to Curtis for 
yourself, contact the defense committee at 
Box l048, Des Moines, Iowa 50311. 

The rejection of the pamphlet comes 
shortly after Curtis filed a lawsuit in state 
court against prison officials for violating 
his rights in railroading him into lockup. 
Just the week before, Curtis told prison of­
ficials that he was appealing a new policy 
that denies him any time off from lockup 
for good behavior. 

SWP leadership meeting supports Curtis fight 
It also comes in the context of stepped­

up attacks on the rights of all prisoners. 
More prisons are being built, the right to 
appeal convictions or challenge prison 
conditions in court is under increasing at­
tack, prisoners are being denied the right 
to exercise, and use of the death penalty is 
expanding. 

The rejection of the pamphlet comes 
one month after officials at the Iowa State 
Penitentiary convened a special meeting 
with the inmates' Prisoners Advisory 
Council (PAC), where Acting Warden 
Paul Hedgepath told them the prison is 
considering a series of steps to crack down 
on inmates. The PAC reported in its 
March 24 newsletter that among the 
threatened changes are shutting off the ca­
ble television between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
and forcing inmates to wear either 
earplugs or headphones all day. Inmates in 
lockup are a special target for the changes 
being weighed. Under consideration, 
Hedgepath said, are banning smoking in 
the lockup units and beginning "double 

BY NAOMI CRAINE 
NEW YORK - The emergency 

campaign to demand that Iowa prison 
authorities allow Mark Curtis to receive 
a copy or the new Pathfinder pamphlet 
on his case deserves the backing of all 
fighters for democratic rights, con­
cluded the National Committee of the 
Socialist Workers Party. Meeting here 
April 22-24, the party's leadership com­
mittee voted to back the protest cam­
paign launched by the Mark Curtis De­
fense Committee 100 percent. 

Leadership delegations from commu­
nist leagues in Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, Sweden, and the United King­
dom. as well as a representative of the 
Communist Organizing Committee in 
France, attended the meeting. All have 
fought for Curtis's release, and will be 
taking on this new campaign. A repre­
sentative of the Young Socialists leader­
ship also attended the meeting. The YS 

National Committee had recently made 
getting out the new pamphlet one of the 
main campaigns of the organization. 

Responding to this latest attack on 
Curtis by reaching out to others in­
volved in struggles tOday - from fight­
ers demanding the release of Irish politi­
cal prisoners, to defenders of the Cuban 
revolution and supporters of women's 
rights, to those protesting President Bill 
Clinton's plans to curtail democratic 
rights in the wake of the bombing of the 
federal building in Oklahoma City 
- will make Iowa officials pay a price 
for their outrageous actions. 

The socialist workers will join with 
other Marte Curtis supporters around the 
world over the next two weeks in urging 
unionists, farmers, political activists, 
and youth to write or fax Iowa prison 
officials demanding Curtis be given his 
copy of Why is Mark Curtis Still in 
Prison? 
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Earth Day events, meetings 
to defend Cuba boost sales 

Militant/Hilda Cuzco 
Sales teams participated in Earth Day festival in New York and other events around the world 

BY LAURA GARZA 
A protest against anti-immi­

grant measures in Toronto, Earth 
Day events throughout the United 
States, meetings to defend the 
Cuban revolution in France, these 
are some of the events supporters 
of the international campaign to 
win new readers of the socialist 
press have been part of recently. 
The campaign to sell subscrip­
tions to the Militant and the 
monthly Spanish-language Per­
spectiva Mundial, and to sell 
copies of the Marxist magazine 
New International has been in 
progress for three weeks, and 22 
percent of the goal has been met. 
This means a stepped-up pace is 
needed to make the goal in the re­
maining seven weeks of the drive. 

Supporters of the socialist press 
report many discussions about the 
recent bombing in Oklahoma and 
the spate of proposals being 
floated to curb democratic rights. 
In Toronto, where the cops kid­
napped and interrogated a mem­
ber of the Young Socialists, sup­
porters are on a campaign to 
protest this attack on democratic 
rights. These discussions are a 
good opportunity to point out that 
the socialist press is an important 
source of information about the 
kinds of struggles working people 
are engaged in - from strikes, to 
marches in defense of affirmative 
action, to protests is support of 
abortion rights - that govern­
ment authorities are attempting to 
undercut through limits on our 
rights to organize. 

In the next few weeks Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams will be tour­
ing the country. For many years, 
Adams was denied the right to 
speak in the United States as 
Washington gave backing to Lon­
don's colonial policies in the 
north oflreland. He will be speak­
ing in several cities about the his­
toric breakthrough that the Irish 
freedom struggle has recently 
made. The socialist press has been 
circulating at events in support of 
Jrish political prisoners held in the 
last few weeks and the upcoming 
tour gives another opportunity to 
do more of the same. 

In several c ities supporters are 
organ izing to get days off from 
work and join special sales teams 
to get out in the region. Supporters 
of the socialist press from Atlanta, 
Pittsburgh, and Morgantown, 
West Virginia. recently put to­
gether a team to visit parts of 
southern West Virginia and east­
em Kentucky. They will be selling 
at mine portals and in surrounding 
communities. As one of the team 
members participated in a recent 
trip to Cuba the supporters of the 
Militant are hoping to set up some 
house meetings and other discus­
sions to talk about revolutionary 
Cuba. Other teams are being 
planned to reach coal miners in 
southern l11inois, and meatpackers 
and textile workers in the south­
eastern United States. 

In France, a visit by a member 
of the editorial board of New In­
ternational, Jonathan Silberman, 
helped kick off the effort to sell 
the magazine. Some 90 people 
heard Silberman speak March 3 I 
and April I on the Cuban revolu­
tion today at three campus meet­
ings and at a citywide forum. He 
was joined on the platform by a 
representatives of France-Cuba, 
an organization in solidarity with 
Cuba. Two subscriptions to the 
Militant and 11 issues of the 
French and Spanish editions of 
New International were sold. 

Militant supporters in New 
Zealand sold I 2 copies of the pa­
per and one subscription in two 
hours when they set up a table in 
the northern town of Kaitaia April 
2. Many buyers were interested in 
the coverage of land occupations 
by Maoris, one of which has been 
taking place for several weeks at 
Takahue, just south of Kaitaia. 

In December last year a series 
of protests and a march through 
Kaitaia were held to demand a 
halt to the dropping of a poison in 
Northland forests. Protests in 
February of this year, which saw 
three quarters of Kaitaia's popula­
tion of 8,000 march against plans 

to downgrade the local hospital, 
have been successful in putting 
these plans on hold. 

Militant supporters spent the 
rest of the day visiting Takahue 
where members of the Te Paatu 
hapu (sub-tribe) are occupying an 
unused school to demand return of 
the title to the land on which it 
stands. 

About 8,000 youth attended 
Earth Jam '95 near Atlanta. De­
spite heavy rains during the early 
part of the day, several hundred 
visited a display of tables with in­
fomation from various environ­
mental and other groups. Many 
were attracted to a table set up by 
the Young Socialists and Socialist 
Workers Party when they saw a 
sign that read, "Capitalism de­
stroys the environment. Join the 
fight for socialism." There was 
also a display on the international 
youth festival called by the Union 
of Young Communists in Cuba 
for this August. "I've been debat­
ing socialism versus capitalism 
and that we need to look at the 
world in a different way," said one 
young man who came by the 
table. He bought a copy of the 
Militant and the pamphlet Social­
ism and Man by Che Guevara. 

A group of young women who 
had just formed a feminist group 
on their campus were interested in 
getting a speaker on the case of 
Mark Curtis, a unionist and social­
ist framed up for his political 
views. They also signed up for in­
formation on the Young Social­
ists. Three people bought sub­
scriptions to the Militant and one 
bought a copy of New Interna­
tional no. 10 with the article 
"Imperialism's march toward fas­
cism and war." 

Supporters of the socialist press 
sold 44 single copies and 4 sub­
scriptions to the Militant and 2 
copies of New International no. 
I 0 to 2,500 activists protesting the 
right-wing Human Life Interna­
tional convention in Montreal. 

Derek Jeffers in France, Felicity 
Coggan in New Zealand, and 
Ellen Haywood in Atlanta con­
tributed to this article. 

Puerto Rico 1 2 5~/. 1 8 5 
Iceland 7 15 47°/o 1 1 3 
Sweden 14 40 35% 3 15 26 40 
Australia 13 40 3J•t. 2 6 4 15 
Canada 
Vancouver 27 70 39% 2 8 7 20 
Montreal 17 75 23% 2 25 1 45 
Toronto 15 85 18% 4 15 12 45 
Total 59 230 26"1. 8 48 20 110 
France 2 10 20"/o 5 11 20 
Greece 2 10 2~1. I I 4 
New Zealand 
Auckland 18 80 23% 6 2 20 
Wellington 2 10 20% 4 
Christchurch 6 40 15% 1 2 2 10 
Total 26 130 2~1. I 8 4 34 
United States 
Greensboro 31 70 44% 2 8 20 
Houston 29 80 36% 3 15 7 20 
Washington DC 24 80 30% 5 30 9 35 
Boston 29 100 29% 4 30 7 35 
Seattle 25 90 28% 3 15 6 25 
Salt Lake City 27 105 26% 6 20 17 35 
Detroit 23 95 24% 1 10 3 28 
Peoria 12 50 24% 2 20 
Miami 24 105 23% 10 45 16 60 
Morgantown 12 55 22% 1 2 3 20 
Los Angeles 37 180 21% 28 90 32 90 
Des Moines 16 85 19% 6 36 30 
Chicago 24 130 18% 4 30 1 50 
Pittsburgh 19 105 18% 2 12 7 30 
Atlanta 15 90 17% 4 20 3 25 
Philadelphia 19 115 17% 3 30 8 45 
Twin Cities 19 120 16% 4 17 35 
Brooklyn 19 130 15% 4 40 15 65 
Cleveland 10 65 15% 3 12 20 
New York 20 135 15% 3 30 11 75 
Birmingham 10 70 14% 5 5 1 20 
Son Francisco 21 150 14% 3 45 14 75 
Newark 17 130 13% 3 35 5 60 
Tucson 1 10 lOOk 1 2 5 
Cincinnati 12 0% 2 3 
New Hoven 15 3 3 
Total 483 2357 2~1. 108 586 165 929 
Britain 
London 20 70 29% 3 5 9 30 
Manchester 5 60 8% 4 4 25 
Sheffield 10 1 10 
Total 25 140 18% 3 10 13 65 
Belgium 3 0% 4 10 
Other 6 1 
International 638 2977 22% 127 692 245 1235 
Should be 885 2950 3~1. 202 675 360 1200 

IN THE UNION 

AUSTRALIA 
AWU-FIME 2 1 1 
AMWU(Metol) 1 1 
Total 3 2 
CANADA 
CAW 1 
CEP 2 
lAM 1 
USWA 1 
Total 4 1 
NEW ZEALAND 
EU 1 5 20"k 1 2 
MWU 4 0% 1 
Total 1 9 11% 1 3 
SWEDEN 
Food workers 2 3 4 
Metal workers 1 2 50% 2 2 
Transport 1 3 
Total 1 5 2~/. 5 9 
u.s. 
UTU 26 85 31% 7 12 
UAW 24 100 24% 2 10 9 25 
lAM 16 75 21% 3 15 33 
USWA 8 40 20% 1 3 1 7 
AClWU/ILGWU 5 30 17% 3 24 18 
UFCW 2 15 13% 25 40 
OCAW 6 55 11% 6 33 
UMWA 1 23 4% 12 
Total 88 423 21% 9 90 10 180 
UNION TOTALS 94 439 21"1. 9 92 6 192 

AClWU-Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union; AEEU-
Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Workers Union;AWU-FIME-
Australian Workers Union; AMWU(Food)-Australlan Workers Union; 
AMWU(Metal) Australian Workers Union; CAW-Canadian Auto Workers; EU-
Engineers Union; lAM-International Association of Machinists; ILGWU-
International Ladies· Garment Workers' Union; MWU-Meat Workers Union; 
NUM-National Union of Mineworkers;OCAW-011. Chemical and Atomic 
Workers; RMT-National Union of Rail. Maritime. and Transport Workers; 
TGWU-Transport and General Workers Union; UAW-United Auto Workers; 
UFBGWU-United Food, Beverage and General Workers Union; UFCW-Unlted 
Food and Commercial Workers: UMWA-United Mine Workers of America; 
USWA-United Steelworkers of America; uru-United Transportation Union. 
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RCMP seizes youth 
Continued from front page 
Toronto at 3:00p.m. April 20. They asked 
to speak to Emad, a volunteer staffer for 
the store. 

Emad asked them to leave the store. 
The agents began to interrogate him about 
his views on Cuba and said they wanted to 
ask him about .. a telephone call." When 
Emad refused to submit to an interroga­
tion, the agents warned him things would 
get worse for him. 

At about 7:00 p.m., another RCMP 
agent, joined by one of those who had pre­
viously barged in, entered the Pathfinder 
bookstore, again asking for Emad. At first 
they refused to identify themselves as po­
lice officers. When they did, they were 
asked to leave the store, which they re­
fused to do. 

Upon seeing Emad emerge from the 
back, the two agents lunged for him. Vol­
unteer bookstore staffers tried to protect 
Emad by getting between him and the offi­
cers. They asked if the agents had a war­
rant and getting no reply demanded that 
they leave. The agents said they were not 
arresting Emad but he must come with 
them. 

The agents pushed the volunteers into 
the bookstore office. In the process, they 
knocked John Steele, the Communist 
League candidate in the upcoming Ontario 
provincial elections, to the floor. 

They threatened two of Emad 's defend­
ers with arrest for obstruction and shoved 
other volunteers, including one in a 
wheelchair. The cops succeeded in grab­
bing Emad's jacket and arm. He protested 
and demanded to see their warrant. Both 
officers flashed their RCMP badges and 
said, ''This is our warrant." 

They dragged Emad out the front door 
where two other cops were waiting and 
put him in a minivan with tinted windows. 
The RCMP agents drove the garment 
worker several blocks away. parked the 
van, and began to harass and try to intimi­
date him. Among their questions: Have 
you ever been to Oklahoma? Do you 
know how to make a bomb? Do you pro­
mote terrorism? Do you belong to an Ira­
nian organization? What is your religion? 

They also demanded to know what he 
did at the Pathfinder bookstore, claiming it 
is not an ordinary bookstore. And for the 
second time that day they questioned him 
about why he had gone to Cuba. 

Unsatisfied with how their harassment 
was going, they told Emad, ·•we arc the 
top police force in the country- you 
should answer our questions; you came to 
our country and should live by the rules." 
They also wanted to know, ''Why were 
those people protecting you?'' 

It was only after attorney Kellerman 
was allowed to talk to Emad in the van 
that the cops relented. telling Emad he was 
free to go. When Kellerman asked Emad 
why they had detained him, the agents, il­
legally listening in on the conversation, in­
structed Emad to tell them it was an 
"immigration" matter. After Kellerman 
said that couldn't be. that Emad was a 
Canadian citizen, agents scribbled out a 
note instructing Emad to answer "National 

Security." 
Before letting Emad go, one of the 

RCMP agents warned him not to take ac­
tion with his lawyer. "Right now the four 
of us --arc real friendly, but that could 
change like this," he said, snapping his 
fingers. Another cop told Emad, "We re­
ally are friendly," and that if he was short 
of funds, to give them a call anytime. 

Immediately following the attack, sup­
porters of democratic rights mobilized to 
defend Emad and the Pathfinder book­
store. The Canadian Arab Federation, 
Cuba solidarity activists, unionists, and 
others denounced the government police 
action at an April 22 press conference. 

That same day, Emad spoke to a 
demonstration by 250 people organized by 
the Toronto Coalition Against Racism to 
protest Canadian government immigration 
policies. Many demonstrators offered sup­
port. A public meeting that night on de­
fending democratic rights sponsored by 
the Militant Labor Forum drew 45 people. 

Emad is appealing to unions, civil liber­
ties and democratic rights organizations, 
solidarity groups, and democratic-minded 
individuals to protest the RCMP assault. 

Emad explained, "This attack is a threat 
to everyone's right to engage in political 
activity. It has only one aim - intimidat­
ing anyone who is opposed to the policies 
of the Canadian government. 

"Think of the crimes those agents com­
mitted," he said. "They were trespassing 
without a search warrant or arrest warrant; 
they are guilty of assault, kidnapping, and 
harassment. I wasn't allowed to call a 
lawyer. I wasn't informed of my rights, or 
charged with an offense, and they 
wouldn 't give me privacy when my 
lawyer reached me. And their concern 
over 'a telephone call' raises the question 

Militant/John Sarge 
Nojan Emad speaking at April 22 demonstration in Toronto protesting Canadian 
government's proposed head tax on immigrants. 

- was my home phone tapped or the 
same at the Pathfinder bookstore? 

"Far from breaking me, which was their 
goal, this attack has only strengthened my 
resolve to fight injustice here and any­
where in the world," Emad said. 

Emad is asking that supporters of demo­
cratic rights demand that those agents re­
sponsible be charged and prosecuted for 
their crimes and that the "investigation" 
against him be ended. 

Emad had just started a new job in an 
unorganized garment shop the day he was 
attacked by the RCMP. "1 didn't go to 
work the next day, explaining I had an 
emergency," said Emad. But over the 
weekend, news about his case appeared in 
the major dailies in Toronto and on several 

radio stations. When he went in to work on 
Monday, most workers already knew what 
had happened and greeted him warmly. 
His supervisor told him if he needed to 
take some time off, he could. About 45 co­
workers took Emad to lunch to find out 
more about the RCMP attack. 

Protest messages can be sent to: Solici­
tor General of Canada Herb Gray, 340 
Laurier Ave. West, Ottawa, Ontario, K IA 
OP8; Phone: (613) 991-3283. Fax: (613) 
952-2240; and to the RCMP Commis­
sioner, 1200 Vanier Parkway, Ottawa, On­
tario, Kla OR2. Phone (613) 993-8887. 

Copies should be sent to Pathfinder 
Bookstore, 827 Bloor St. W., Toronto, 
Ont., M6G l M l. Phone/Fax: (416) 533-
4324. 

'I have a right to my political beliefs,' 
says youth at Toronto press conference 
BY ROBERT SIMMS 

TORONTO- "What happened here in 
this store is a most flagrant assault on ba­
sic democratic rights." stated Basil 
Mustafa, anti-racism coordinator of the 
Canadian Arab Federation, at an April 22 
press conference held at the Toronto 
Pathfinder bookstore. "The idea behind 
these acts is to instill fear in people who 
want to fight for change." 

The media conference was called to 
protest a Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) raid on the bookstore two days 
earlier and the illegal seizure and forcible 
detention of Young Socialists member 
No jan Emad by four RCMP agents. 

Dave Bleakney, chief steward of the 
Canadian Union of Postal Workers 
(CUPW) at the South Central mail sorting 
station and a leader of Worker to 
Worker/Canada-Cuba Labour Solidarity, 
also spoke. Bob Kellerman, Emad's 
lawyer; Frank Showier, a Cuba solidarity 

activist; Mark Gilsdorf, a leader of the 
Young Socialists in the United States; and 
John Steele, Communist League candidate 
in the upcoming Ontario provincial elec­
tions, spoke as well. Steele was also as­
saulted during the RCMP raid. 

The Toronto Sun, one of the major 
dailies, covered the event, as did national 
radio of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
(CBC). The Toronto Star interviewed 
Emad later that afternoon. Both papers ran 
articles on the case the next day. Several 
radio stations and wire services, in addi­
tion to CBC Radio, picked up a press re­
lease and fact sheet. Papers across the 
country have noted the story. 

Emad led off the press conference by 
relating the facts of his seizure, which his 
lawyer described as a kidnapping. 

"What are they scared of?" Emad de­
manded. "Are they scared because I went 
to Cuba to find out the truth about the 
Cuban revolution and the example work-

ers and farmers in Cuba set for young peo­
ple today? 

"Working people have rights. I have a 
right to my political beliefs and these 
rights were violated. Those who did this 
must be fought." 

Steele demanded that the RCMP agents 
be charged and prosecuted for their illegal 
acts. 

Mustafa related how a reporter for a 
major newspaper had asked him the day 
before how he felt about the Oklahoma 
City bombing, the implication being that 
Arabs don't have the same human feelings 
as others. ''I told the reporter I felt the 
same way I felt when I saw Israelis bomb­
ing Lebanon or Palestinian homes, or 
when the United States bombed the shelter 
in Baghdad and bodies were being pulled 
from it," he said. 

Mustafa also denounced the anti­
immigration polices of the Canadian gov­
ernment and said that the attack on Emad 
should be seen in that context. 

-YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD 

'Protest attack on democratic rights' 

Kellerman said the attack on Emad was 
a clear case of ''unlawful confinement and 
assault. on the face of it. 

"Unlawful confinement is a very seri­
ous offense ... and it 's even more serious 
when you have agents of the state scoop­
ing people out of bookstores and dragging 
them off against their will," he said. 

The following are excerpts of a state­
ment read by Young Socialists National 
Committee member Mark Gilsdorf at the 
April 22 press conference protesting the 
illegal seizure and interrogation of 
Toronto YS member Nojan Emad. 

Members of the Young Socialists, to­
gether with fighting workers, farmers, and 
youth from cities across Canada and the 
United States vigorously protest the bla­
tant attack on the civil liberties and basic 
democratic rights of Nojan Emad by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police .... 

Hoping to ride a wave of anti-Arab hys­
teria fo llowing the April 19 bombing of 
the federal building in Oklahoma City, the 
capitalist class, its government in Ottawa, 
and their armed thugs in the RCMP sought 
to push a little further in their efforts to 
curtail the rights working people have 
fought for and won .... 

Following the arrest of a suspect in the 
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Oklahoma bombing, U.S. president Bill 
Clinton announced that "justice for the 
killers would be swift, certain, and severe" 
and that he would be seeking the death 
penalty in the case ... This is the same pres­
ident who during his first week in office 
dropped bombs on public hotels in Iraq. 
This is the same president who detained 
thousands of Haitians and Cubans in con­
centration camps at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, and together with his attorney gen­
eral. Janet Reno, incinerated the Branch 
Davidians in Waco, Texas. This is his 
meaning of swift and severe justice. This 
is the threat they seek to hold over the 
heads of anyone who dares to stand up, 
think for themselves and fight back. 

It was Nojan's trip to Cuba, as a partici­
pant in the International Youth Brigade to 
Cuba, that interested the RCMP ... One 
truth he found in Cuba was that the work­
ing class there did away with the practice 
of disappearances and political kidnap-

pings in 1959 when they overthrew the 
U.S.-backed dictator Batista who used 
these tactics as standard operating proce­
dure .... 

Another interesting fact is that three 
participants in the same brigade, upon re­
turning to the United States, had their 
passports seized by the U.S. government. 
This attack against Emad was carried out 
for the same reasons, by a government that 
is afraid of workers and youth learning the 
truth about Cuba. 

The RCMP and their masters in Ottawa 
have miscalculated this time. The Young 
Socialists pledges to take Nojan Emad's 
message of resistance to the picket lines of 
trade unionists, to the protests of students, 
and everywhere people are standing up. 

We join with Emad's supporters in de­
manding the immediate arrest and prose­
cution of the thugs who carried out this at­
tack, and an end to the harassment of No­
jan Emad. 

Kellerman pointed out that when police 
spot a pretext like the Oklahoma bombing, 
they "use this as an opportunity to intimi­
date people, which is a tradition in the 
RCMP." 

Dave Bleakney related how CUPW ac­
tivists in Toronto and Vancouver strongly 
suspected the RCMP were spying on their 
union in the 1970s and '80s, and the police 
have not satisfactorily turned over their 
files. 

The files union members got were 
mostly blacked out, he told the press. "We 
need some answers," he said, on "whether 
people who visit Cuba regularly, like my­
self," are being spied on and picked up. 

Showier related how Canadian secret 
police had interrogated two people in Van­
couver, a doctor and a businessman who 
had established contracts with Cuba, and 
advised them to quit their economic inter­
ests with Cuba. "These kinds of things 
have to be made public," he said. 



Gov't takes aim at affirmative action 
BY LAURA GARZA 

From recent Supreme Court rul­
ings to state and federal legislative 
actions, an offensive against affir­
mative action is opening up. 
Democratic and Republican Party 
politicians are entertaining a spate 
of proposals to scrap existing pro­
grams, testing the waters for how 
far they can go in a broadside at­
tack on measures aimed at ad­
vancing women, Blacks, Latinos, 
and other oppressed nationalities. 

In late February President Bill 
Clinton ordered an "intense and 
urgent review" of all government 
affirmative action programs. 
When delegates to a state Demo­
cratic Party convention in Califor­
nia chanted, "No retreat" on affir­
mative action, he implored them 
to consider that, "this is a psycho­
logically difficult time for a lot of 
white males." 

Rulings undercut equal rights 
In April, the Supreme Court left 

standing two lower court rulings 
undercutting affirmative action 
programs. One case centered on 
the Birmingham, Alabama, fire 
department. In I 974 few Blacks ., . .. ~~ 

1000 firms. Two-thirds of the 
overall population and 57 percent 
of the workforce is female, of an 
oppressed nationality, or both, but 
top management is 95 percent 
white and male. 

However, the report stated, 
"The overwhelming majority of 
CEOs interviewed .. .think of the 
glass ceiling as something that 
used to affect women - white 
and nonwhite - but that is no 
longer a real problem for them." 

The report gives breakdowns in 
average salaries for managers in a 
variety of industries. For example, 
Hispanic males in manufacturing 
in California have an average an­
nual salary of $41,456 compared 
to $58,666 for whites; and for fe­
males it. is $27,773 for Hispanics 
and $31,662 for whites. 

had been hired as firefighters and 
none were supervisors in an area 
where the workforce was 28 per­
cent Black. A program was en­

Women who fought their way into jobs at the Chicago tire department, 1988. Recent studies confirm 
discrimination against women, Blacks, Latinos, Asians, Indians, and others in the workforce, high­
lighting continued gap in wages and unemployment rates when compared with whites and men. 

The report also paints a picture 
of the situation facing those who 
have historically been most 
marginalized. The per capita in­
come on the I 0 largest reserva­
tions of Native Americans was in 
the ranged of $3,100 to $4,700 an­
nually in 1990. Fifty-six percent 
of American Indian households 
earned less than $15,000 per year. 
Unemployment on reservation 
and land trust areas was 25 per­
cent. 

Black workers are more than 
acted to promote white and Black 
firefighters on a one-to-one basis until the 
number of Black lieutenants reached 28 
percent, a target that was met in 1989. 
While no firefighters lost jobs and promo­
tions were delayed in most cases by only 
a matter of months, 14 white firefighters 
challenged the plan. They lost initially, but 
an appeals court found that while the 
Birmingham government had ''compel­
ling" interest in remedying the effects of 
past discrimination, the plan was not 
"narrowly tailored" enough and the city 
should have sought less drastic alterna­
tives. 

In a Pittsburgh case, a white engineer, 
Frederick Claus, challenged a company 
decision to promote a Black employee. 
The case stemmed from a Duquesne Light 
Co. affirmative action program enacted 
under pressure from the Equal Employ­
ment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), 
which cited the company's 1987 records 
showing that only 2 of 82 middle and up­
per management positions were held by 
minorities. While the jury determined the 
Black employee was qualified, which no 
one challenged, they found the company 
hadn't properly followed guidelines. 

Although neither case is considered a 

landmark decision, many U.S. companies 
may take advantage of the Supreme 
Court's action to drag their feet in imple­
menting programs rectifying past and pre­
sent discriminatory practices. 

The Justice Department has recently 
weighed in against a program at Illinois 
State University in Normal designed to 
train women and minorities as building 
service workers, mostly janitors. The 
workforce previously had few women or 
minorities. The Justice Department is 
challenging the university because only 
women and minorities are being consid­
ered for the special program. Sixty women 
and minorities have been hired through 
this program between May 1987 and Jan­
uary 1991. 

In California, where Gov. Pete Wilson 
has announced a plan to abolish all state 
boards that monitor and promote affirma­
tive action, there is an attempt to get the 
legislature to place an initiative against af­
firmative action on the ballot. 

Meanwhile, Clinton has already begun 
implementing a retreat on several pro­
grams. The Justice Department recently 
advised the Commerce Department not to 
enact a fellowship program aimed at mi-

nority business students. The Office of 
Federal Procurement Policy is proposing 
reporting changes that would make it more 
difficult to know if large government con­
tractors are meeting federal goals for 
awarding subcontracts to minority compa­
nies. 

At the same time a series of studies 
have been released documenting the real 
status of women, Blacks, Latinos, Asians, 
Indians, and others in the workforce to­
day, highlighting the continued gap in pay 
and unemployment rates when compared 
with whites and men. 

According to the Census Bureau, in 
1993 the median income for Black men 
employed full time was $23,020 compared 
to the $31,090 made by white men. 

Glass Ceiling report 
Evidence of what happens when hiring 

and promotion decisions are left to the dis­
cretion of bosses was the subject of a re­
port studying upper level management re­
leased by the Federal Glass Ceiling Com­
mission. The report showed that while 
women are close to 46 percent of the 
workforce they represent only 3 percent to 
5 percent of top management at Fortune 

N.Y.C. slashes relief for thousands 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

New York City mayor Rudolph Giu­
liani proudly announced at a news confer­
ence April 18 that nearly 60 percent of ap­
plicants to the city's Home Relief program 
were rejected during the first three months 
of the year, thanks to a tough new screen­
ing process. The mayor added that the new 
measures also cut the total number of peo­
ple applying for benefits by 27 percent 
from last year. 

The new process, which is being used 
only in the Home Relief program for 
childless able-bodied adults, forces appli­
cants to undergo abusive interviews to de­
termine their identity, medical situation, 
personal resources, and living situation. 

Only 7,658 applications have been ac­
cepted so far this year, compared with 
19;450 during the same period last year, 
Giuliani pointed out. The city rejected 
10,151 people out of 17,809 applicants for 
Home Relief benefits- .a rate of 57 per­
cent. 

Many of the applicants are not told why 
their appeals are rejected. City officials 
claim people are giving improper ad­
dresses, Social Security numbers, or they 
fail to reveal other income. Many of those 
who were rejected because of bad ad­
dresses were homeless and could not pro­
vide an address, said Liz Krueger, associ­
ate director of the Community Food Re­
source Center. 

"They may have been unable to docu-

ment your residence, but it doesn't mean 
you lied about it," she told the New York 
Times . "It means they couldn't find the 
house or they rang the doorbell twice and 
you weren't there, or the manager didn't 
know you because you weren't on the 
lease." 

Krueger said the new process has been 
made "so complex to apply that it's sort of 
like setting up a New York City mara­
thon." People are now forced to go to sev­
eral offices over a 45-day period to fill out 
forms and to be interviewed. 

Johnny Howell commented on the in­
sulting treatment he received during his 
interview with a welfare official. "The 
dude asked me a lot personal questions, 
like how did you become homeless, and 
how do you clean yourself." Howell said 
his application was denied, but he was not 
given a reason why. 

Another applicant, Mildred Williams, 
said she was rejected because ··an investi­
gator stopped by when I wasn't home" 
and ·'was not invited in." Williams, who 
was out looking for work that day, was 
told that "the people who answered the 
door were uncooperative." 

Giuliani is threatening to remove thou­
sands of people from the current Home 
Relief rolls in a crackdown projected for 
later this year. Calling welfare "a very 
user-friendly system," the mayor said ben­
efits had become too easy to get. "It was a 
system saying, please come and take the 

money," he said. 
New York governor George Pataki at­

tended Giuliani's news conference and 
said he hoped to apply the same program 
statewide and eventually expand it for 
those who receive Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children. 

While there have been almost daily as­
saults on welfare policies from big­
business politicians under the guise of 
budget cutting, in reality, the $1.2 billion 
in welfare spending proposed by Pataki 
represents just 3.7 percent of the state bud­
get. Medicaid, however, at nearly $6 bil­
lion represents almost 19 percent of 
Pataki's budget. 

Medicaid, which provides health cover­
age to workers with low incomes, the dis­
abled, and the elderly, is the most costly of 
the means-tested benefits. An article in the 
Financial Times April 21 noted that many 
politicians have "shown little willingness 
to tackle the more costly parts of the wel­
fare system such as Medicaid." 

"As for the runaway costs of social se­
curity pensions and Medicare, the twin 
pillars of the middle class welfare state, re­
form of these is not even on the agenda," 
the article complained. 

Meanwhile, in a harbinger of the future , 
protesters almost drowned out Giuliani 's 
voice as they chanted outside city hall dur­
ing his news conference. Windows in the 
room were shut to keep out the roar of the 
demonstrators. 

twice as likely as whites to be un­
employed, according to the U.S. Depart­
ment of Labor, with the 1993 unemploy­
ment rate at 12.9 percent compared to 6 
percent for whites, and Hispanics hover­
ing in between the two. For Blacks and 
Hispanics, one in I 0 were employed only 
part time for economic reasons, compared 
to one in 20 white workers. 

Blacks more likely to be dismissed 
Another study noted Black federal em­

ployees were more than twice as likely to 
be dismissed as other workers. While mi­
norities make up 28 percent of the federal 
civilian workforce, they were 52 percent 
of those discharged in 1992. 

Many of the company officials inter­
viewed by the Glass Ceiling Commission 
admitted that without federal guidelines 
they would not enact any of the programs 
now in place. ·'If you relieve them of the 
burden of applying the Jaw, they won't do 
it," said Bernard Anderson, assistant sec­
retary of labor for employment standards. 

The Glass Ceiling Commission issued 
no recommendations and won't until 
Novembe1. Likewise, while the Clinton 
administration's review of government af­
firmative action programs is close to being 
completed, the White House is in no rush 
to launch a frontal assault on these hard­
fought-for rights. Administration spokes­
people have raised the idea that they might 
set up a bipartisan panel to further study 
the matter. In an interview with the Los 
Angeles Times, Clinton explained that 
such commissions are good at "helping to 
resolve contentious issues." 

Reflecting similar uncertainty about 
how far to push, Rep. Newt Gingrich said 
he would "rather talk about how do we re­
place group affirmative action with effec­
tive help for individuals, rather than just 
talk about wiping out affirmative action by 
itself." 

The discussion around affirmative ac­
tion continues on campuses and in the 
workplace. Students in California, where 
some of the most severe attacks are being 
talked about by Democratic and Republi­
can Party politicians, have begun organiz­
ing meetings, debates, and some marches 
to defend affim1ative action programs. Jn 
New Jersey, at Princeton University, stu­
dents occupied the president's office April 
20-21. They demanded tenure for profes­
sors in Asian-American and Hispanic 
studies, more materials on those subjects 
in the library, and a center for ethnic stud­
ies. 

At Northwestern University in 
Evanston, Illinois, about 200 students 
demonstrated April 12 to demand an 
Asian-American studies program, and 
more than a dozen students began a 
hunger strike to press their fight. Seven­
teen percent of Northwestern's undergrad­
uates who are U.S. citizens are Asian­
American. 
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Communist League in Sweden discusses 
Cuban revolution, defense of social wage 
BY CATHARINA TIRSEN 

STOCKHOLM -·'When Fidel Castro 
spoke in Copenhagen March II, he ad­
dressed the 4,500 people at the public 
meeting as co-fighters in the struggle for a 
better world," said a delegate to the third 
congress of the Communist League in 
Sweden. During his visit for the United 
Nations World Summit for Social Devel­
opment, youth and workers gave the 
Cuban president confirmation of the op­
portunities for revolutionary socialists to 
meet and work with young people who 
want to struggle and build the communist 
movement in Sweden and around the 
world today. The resolve to make use of 
these openings was the focus of the Com­
munist League congress held here April 1-
2. 

l 
i t~ ~f 

The night before the congress opened, 
delegates and guests attended a public fo­
rum on ''Defending Cuba, Defending 
Cuba's Socialist Revolution'' by Mary­
Alice Waters, a leader of the Socialist 
Workers Party in the United States and au­
thor of an article by the same title in New 
International. 

''When you look at what's happening in 
Cuba, you have to start with the world. 
You have to start with the world economic 
crisis of capitalism, with the depression 
conditions and deflationary pressures that 
force the bosses to intensify their attacks 
on wages and working conditions, and 
with the resistance to these attacks, 
whether it is in Canada, Mexico, Ger­
many, or Cuba," Waters said. 

Militant/Dag Tirstn 
February demonstration of 1,000 students protesting budget cuts in Stockholm. The 
sign says: "We want to be able to study for more education. We are the future!" 

The acute crisis in Cuba- what' s be­
come known as the "special period"­
was precipitated when aid and trade with 
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe col­
lapsed, something Cuba was unprepared 
for. But even without that, Cuba would 
still be facing today the kind of economic 
crisis that confronts other Third World 
countries, Waters went on to explain. 

What makes Cuba different from Mex­
ico is the fact that workers and fanners 
made a socialist revolution 35 years ago. 
The government defends their interests 
not those of a bourgoisie. Working people 
bring their weight to bear in dealing with 
the economic situation and finding a way 
forward. 

''How can we defend the Cuban revolu­
tion here today?" asked one of the more 
than 30 participants at the forum. 

··we have to get into the concrete activi­
ties going on, like building the August 1-7 
'Cuba Lives' international youth festival 
in Cuba. We have to discuss and write 
about what is happening in Cuba," said 
Waters, in order to understand it and use 
Cuba's example. "But is that all? The 
Cuban revolution rises or falls with the 
class struggle in the rest of the world. It 
depends on forging communist leader­
ships in other parts of the world, capable 
of leading working-class movements to 
power." The Cuban revolution is a living 
example that this is possible, Waters said. 

The discussion on the forum and the ar­
ticle by Waters, just published in Swedish 
in Ny International no. 2, continuetl at the 

In issue no. 10: 

congress the next day. Attending the meet­
ing were delegates from the Communist 
League in Sweden, fraternal delegations 
from the Young Socialists in Sweden and 
communist leagues in several countries, 
and other guests. 

"I have three co-workers who have read 
the artj~le in Ny International," reported 
Anita Ostling, a member of the Transport 
Workers Union. "They appreciated how 
the article looks at Cuba through the work­
ing class and takes workers seriously. 
Some workers also read Fidel's speech at 
the UN summit and remarked on how he 
talks about the unemployment even in the 
imperialist countries and says that some­
thing must be wrong in th~ entire system." 

Sassa Nonnan, from the Young Social­
ists in Sweden, said, "I was as surprised as 
Fidel to see all the people at the public 
meeting in Copenhagen. I talked to many 
youth afterward and they had really been 
inspired by his speech. Not many young 
people in Scandinavia know what kind of 
a leader Fidel Castro is. But a lot of young 
people have opinions about Cuba and 
want to discuss Cuba." 

Instability of capitalism 
"The last months, weeks, and days il­

lustrate the financial instability of a capi­
talism in deep crisis," said Communist 
League leader Carl-Erik lsacsson, report­
ing on the article ·'Imperialism's march to­
ward fascism and war," also published in 
Ny International no. 2. "As the crisis in 
Mexico has pulled down the dollar and 
driven up the Deutsch-mark and the yen, 
the Swedish krona has also fallen, further 
than any other currency in western Europe 
except the Italian lira. The losses that 
caused the failure of Baring's bank in 
London and the even bigger losses that 
dragged down Credit Lyonais in France 

Imperialism's March toward Fascism 

and War by Jack Barnes ~ What the 

1987 Stock Market Crash Foretold ~ 

Defending Cuba, Defending Cuba's So­

cialist Revolution by Mary-Alice Waters. 

English $14.00 

Spanish $15.00 

Swedish $19.00 

Coming soon in French! 

Arailable from booksloi'C'S. inclucling tllosc listed on page 12. or write 
Patllflndcr. 410 \Vest St .. NciV York. NY 10014. Fax (212) 727-0150. 
Please add $3 lo corer postage and llandling wllcn ordcri11g by mail. 
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are small compared to what the Swedish 
banks lost in 1990-91, when the Swedish 
government had to pour $10 billion into 
the banking system to prevent a total col­
lapse. And in 1992 an interest rate of 500 
percent could not stop a free fall for the 
krona, which in a couple of days lost 25 
percent of its value." 

"The cherished 'Swedish model' is now 
the root of all evil for the rulers, a symbol 
of all the problems they must deal with to 
regain some strength," lsacsson said. 
"Economics professors from Harvard and 
the University of Chicago who recently 
published a book on the Swedish model 
advised the rulers here to get rid of the 
high social wage and push for greater 
wage disparities." 

The changes for working people in 
Sweden over the last few years have been 
dramatic. Total unemployment has gone 
from 3 percent to 14 percent, going down 
only slightly with the recent hiring. Hourly 
wages are low, comparable to those in 
Portugal. Anti-immigrant attacks by the 
government have fueled right-wing racist 
violence. 

But the rulers in Sweden have achieved 
only a little of what they need to do in 
driving down workers' standard of living 
and expectations. 

"The hourly wages are low, but the so­
cial wage is still high," Isacsson ex­
plained. "You can still live on your pen­
sion in Sweden. A few years ago unem­
ployment benefits and sick-leave pay were 
still 100 percent. Now it 's down to 80 per­
cent, and the government is campaigning 
to bring it down to 75 percent. Wage dif­
ferences are still small. 

"All this reflects the gains won by the 
working class in years of struggle," !sacs­
son said. "The extent to which working 
people look upon sick pay, pensions, 
leaves, and unemployment benefits as 
rights and entitlements is a real problem 
for the rulers. These conquests strengthen 
the solidarity of the class at a time when 
the rulers are under enormous pressures to 
deal real blows to the social wage." 

Because of the sentiment in the working 
class, the rulers cannot push through a 
frontal assault on the social wage as they 
would like. Instead, lsacsson explained, 
they wage political campaigns to under­
mine the solidarity that exists among 
working people who consider it their right, 
and the right of everyone in the country. to 
have the security to raise children, even as 
a single mother, to live on your pension; to 
have full compensation when you are sick 
or unemployed; or to live through any 
hardship anybody may enter into as a re­
sult of the deepening crises. 

Pointing to the attacks that have been 
carried out, Birgitta lsacsson, a metal 
worker in S6dertalje, said, "Now you have 
to think twice before going to the doctor or 
to the dentist. But it is important to re­
member how few of the government's 
schemes have actually been pushed 

through. Remember the campaign against 
welfare recipients who supposedly spent 
their time on the beaches of Spain, Thai­
land, or the Canary Islands? All they could 
produce, with all their new authorities to 
check on people, was one example!'' 

The bosses in Sweden have been able to 
speed up work at the factories to some ex­
tent. One example is that the average time 
to build a Saab car went down from 70 
hours in 1988 to 30 hours now. The team­
work concept, which began in Sweden, 
has been one instrument used by the capi­
talists to achieve that. 

lsaccson pointed out that although the 
number of strikes is still low, resistance is 
beginning. Miners in the north, for in­
stance, recently held a sit-down strike 
against scheduled weekend work. The 
same issue sparked resistance at the Sca­
nia truck-building plant in SOdertalje. And 
in breweries and meatpacking plants in 
Stockholm workers have resisted attempts 
to take away breaks. 

' 'At the meatpacking plant where I 
work, it was impossible to organize a 
protest against the layoffs that are taking 
place now," reported Maria Hamberg, a 
member of the Food Workers Union. "But 
when the company tried to force all work­
ers with 'foreign' family names to present 
their passports to the company, many re­
fused and were actively supported by all 
other workers. The company had to back 
down after the union reported it to the 
state-appointed Discrimination Ombuds­
man, and even had to offer a public apol­
ogy. Workers considered this a victory." 

Fraternal delegates from the United 
States, Australia, the United Kingdom, 
New Zealand, Iceland, and Canada com­
pared what the capitalist rulers in Sweden 
have and have not yet achieved with the 
employers' offensive against the working 
class in the countries where they live. 

A living, fighting revolution 
"A central task for the Communist 

League is to organize a political campaign 
in defense of the Cuban revolution - a 
socialist revolution, not a schema, not a 
utopia, but a living, fighting revolution 
that is attractive to workers and youth 
looking for answers in today's world," 
said Tirsen. Her report projected members 
of the Communist League working with 
o ther Cuba activists, co-workers, and 
young people to build a large delegation to 
the August international youth festival in 
Cuba and carry out other activities in de­
fense of the revolution. 

The socialist workers also projected 
participating in other struggles, from 
strikes and other labor resistance to 
protests against proposed cuts in social 
benefits. 

"Together with the Young Socialists we 
want to build and strengthen a revolution­
ary youth organization," said Tirsen. 

The Young Socialists in Sweden held a 
meeting in connection to the congress, 
where Young Socialists from United 
States, the United Kingdom, and Iceland 
also participated. The Young Socialists in 
Sweden decided to start a class series; to 
join with the Communist League in the in­
ternational campaign to sell the Militant, 
Perspectiva Mundial, and New Interna­
tional; and to help build the youth festival 
in Havana. ··we want to work together 
with the Communist League . We think 
your experience and ours together will be 
a really powerful thing," Sassa Nonnan 
reported back to the congress. 

Two days after the Communist League 
congress, the social democratic govern­
ment in Sweden, together with one of the 
opposition parties, presented a new set of 
measures that proposed lowering unem­
ployment and sick leave pay to 75 percent 
and imposing a ceiling on spending by lo­
cal governments for hospitals, day-care 
centers, and other social services. 

Congress delegates returned to work 
better prepared for the discussions among 
co-workers on how to cope with increas­
ing demands of overtime, speedup, and 
the new trial balloons from the govern­
ment as well as world politics and the im­
portance of the example of the revolution 
in Cuba. 



Cuban youth addresses Miami meeting 
Continued from front page 
the Study of Youth in Havana, is interna­
tional relations director of the Federation 
of University Students in Cuba and a 
member of the Union of Young Commu­
nists. 

She spoke on "Cuba and Youth Today," 
at the meeting of 200 people, which was 
co-sponsored by a broad range of student 
groups including Amigas Latinas, Raices 
Latinas, the National Organization for 
Women, the Comparative Sociology 
Graduate Students Association, and the 
Young Socialists Club. Five professors 
also endorsed the meeting in the interest of 
free speech. 

Astrid Gonzalez-Bello, secretary of the 
Student Organizations Council, chaired 
the meeting. Gonzalez-Bello gave special 
thanks to the American Civil Liberties 
Union, which helped force the university 
administration to allow the event, and the 
FlU Faculty Senate, which passed a reso­
lution calling on the university not to re­
strict free-speech. 

"Ms. Serrano's presence here reinforces 
the university 's laudable tradition of up­
holding freedom of speech and assembly," 
political science professor Cheryl Ruben­
berg said. ''I expect this audience to be­
have with tolerance and respect." 

Bernard Johnson, outgoing president of 
the Black Student Union, also welcomed 
Serrano. " I am for free-speech," he said. 
"And that is why I am here tonight." 

While the big majority of students in the 
audience-including many Cuban­
Americans- wan'ted to hear Serrano 's 
presentation and have a serious discussion 
about the Cuban revolution, about 70 
right-wingers from Miami's Cuban­
American community, joined by some stu­
dents, came intending to prevent it. 

'A free and sovereign Cuba' 
"In 1959 Cuba became free and 

sovereign for the first time in its history," 
Serrano stated. El Nuevo Herald, the 
Spanish-language edition of the Miami 

. . Her;9,~d! u~e~ ~i_s o~r.J~g. s_!atement as a 
display quote m an article the next day to 
highlight one of the main points the Cuban 
youth leader made in her presentation. 

Immediately , the right-wing hecklers 
started shouting and tried to drown Ser­
rano out. "Cuba si, Castro no!" they 
shouted. Many students shouted back, 
''Let her speak." When the disrupters qui­
eted down, Serrano continued. 

"In 1989 Cuba entered a new stage," 
Serrano explained. "With the fall of the 
Sov iet Union, we lost 85 percent of our 
foreign trade. We began a new e ra of de­
velopment where we had to find Cuban 
solutions to Cuban problems. We have 
had to insert ourselves into the unjust 
world economy." 

Through the course of her talk, a tug of 
war continued between the rightists who 
yelled and jeered and many in the audi­
ence who tried to quiet them. At one point 
the rightists sang the Cuban national an­
them. Serrano sang along with them. 

Frank Pei\a, president of the College 
Republicans, asked the first question. 
··can I go to Cuba and speak at a meeting 
like you have been able to do here?" Pefla 
asked. "And speak about the Republican 
Party?" Pei\a was one of the organizers of 
the demonstration against the meeting. 

''Yes, of course," Serrano said. 
.. Anyone can come." She explained that it 
is the U.S. government that has blocked 
travel to Cuba. Serrano gave Pefla her 
card. "I invite you to come to Cuba and to 
the University of Havana," she said. 

University police escorted Dade County 
Commissioner Pedro Reboredo to the 
front of the room and insisted that the 
chairpersons give him the microphone. 

Reboredo asked Serrano if she would 
condemn the sinking of a tugboat July 13, 
1994, and state that Castro is responsible. 
The tugboat, hijacked by Cubans seeking 
to come to the United States sank off the 
coast of Cuba. Forty-one people died. 
Many more were rescued by Cuban ships. 
The U.S. press has charged that the Cuban 
government deliberately sank the boat. 

Serrano explained that the sequence of 
events leading to the sinking of the boat 
are "well-known by the people of Cuba. It 
has been reported in detail in the press and 
an investigation of the incident is being 
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Kenia Serrano, at podium, addresses audience at Florida International University in 
Miami, April 20. Attempts by right-wingers to disrupt the meeting failed. 

carried out." 
The chair recognized Vaughn Nelson, a 

21-year-old Black student. He was stand­
ing in the middle of a group of right­
wingers who had crowded an aisle and 
were among the most vociferous hecklers. 
University police, who did little to get the 
hecklers to take their seats, tried to pull 
Nelson away from the microphone. 

But Nelson finally managed to speak. " I 
am disturbed by what is going on here," he 
said. "There is no dialogue here. I invite 
you to have a dialogue." Nelson said, "My 
grandparents on one side are from Ja­
maica. My other grandparents are Cuban. 
I have the intelligence to listen and decide 
for myself without these interruptions." 

One questioner told Serrano, "I hope 
that when you go back to Cuba you tell 
people about American democracy and 
how the police were here to defend your 
right to speak." While the rightists ap­
plauded this comment, many students 
laughed. 

·•rn Cuba," Serrano responded, "We 
don't need police at our meetings because 
we have a civil d iscussion." 

During the course of the meeting, Ser­
rano was able to describe what she learned 
during her tour of the United States, in­
cluding her visit to picket lines of the 
Caterpillar strikers. "The strikers told me 
that although they have the right to strike," 
Serrano noted, "the company has fired 
many workers." 

Debate at FlU 
Despite repeated heckling, Serrano was 

able to answer questions for more than an 
hour. "The meeting ended without any in­
cident," said the broadcaster on Spanish­
language television Channel 23, in con­
cluding the station's coverage of the event 
for the evening news. 

Opinions about the meeting were hotly 
debated on the FlU campus the next day. 
Many showed respect for Serrano. 

One Caribbean student remarked, 
·Those right-wingers could have brought 
a tank in there and Kenia would have 
stayed calm. She 's amazing." 

From the start the university administra­
tion tried to block the event. One adminis­
trator initially told student organizers the 
meeting could not take place. Later offi­
cials said that students would have to pro­
vide a written guarantee that $3,000 would 
be available for security. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
joined the fight against the administra­
tion's undemocratic move. Many profes­
sors, on their own, sent E-mail messages 
to university president Modesto Maidique 
protesting the policy. Meeting organizers 
learned later in the week that the Faculty 
Senate had passed a unanimous resolution 
calling on the university to rescind the pol­
icy of requiring the security fee. 

The university agreed to meet and ne­
gotiate with the student groups sponsoring 
the event after the ACLU threatened to go 

to court and ask for an emergency injunc­
tion against the administration's actions. 
The student groups and the university 
reached a compromise. The students 
would pay $400 under protest and the uni­
versity would allow the meeting to go on. 

The day before the meeting the student 
newspaper, The Beacon, published an edi­
torial titled ''Beyond Khallid: Welcome 
Kenia." 

The editorial referred to an FlU meeting 
in late March where former Nation of Is­
lam leader Khallid Muhammad spoke. 

"Kudos to [Kenia Serrano) Puig for her 
courage in coming to FlU and for those 
who may not agree with what she is say­
ing, but who adhere to her right to say it. 
FlU survived 'the racially divisive smoke 
and mirrors display by Khallid Muham­
mad without incident. Certainly, we can 
withstand Puig's communist viewpoint." 

FlU tries to sabotage meeting 
While the meeting was open to the pub­

lic, FlU required those attending to obtain 
free tickets or get on a waiting list to at­
tend. Right-wing protesters, in their big 
majority non-students, had no problem 
getting tickets, which were issued the day 
before the event. Dozens marched in a 
group to the meeting room and were al­
lowed in. Cops denied at least 50 people, 
many of them students with tickets, entry 
into the room, even though there were still 
empty seats. 

While the police prevented protesters 
from rushing the stage their actions en­
couraged the heckling. Many students 
complained after the meeting that the cops 
were seen joking with the hecklers. 

At one point, the police attempted to 
take control of the audience microphone 
and require the event organizers to call 
only on the most vocal group of rightists. 
The organizers refused. 

The fight for free speech and against the 
university's $3,000 fee, and the meeting 
itself received widespread publicity. Vir­
tually every television station in the city 
covered the meeting. Major articles ap­
peared in the Miami Herald and E/ Nuevo 
Herald. El Diario Las Americas published 
an article entitled "Castroite fans the 
flames at FlU." 

Divisions among the right-wing 
The right-wing came out of the meeting 

d iscredited in the eyes of many FlU stu­
dents and others. The conduct of the heck­
lers has also widened divisions among op­
ponents of the Cuban revolution. 

In a letter to the editor published in the 
Miami Herald April 24, Antonio Gonzalez 
writes, "I am thoroughly confused at how 
a precious opportunity was squandered to 
challenge peaceably one of Fidel Castro's 
propaganda ministers with facts and fig­
ures. Is there any way that a logical, ratio­
nal, university-educated mind can foster 
repression and mayhem in the name of lib­
erty and yet keep a straight face?'' 

Sebastian Acros, spokesperson of the 
Cuban Committee for Human Rights, 
made a similar point in an interview with 
Exito, a Spanish-language weekly that 
published an extensive article on Ser­
rano's visit to Miami. 

"It really bothers me," he said, "that the 
Cubans who have been here so long have 
not learned, first of all, that what the peo­
ple associated with the dictatorship are 
seeking is to make us look bad; and sec­
ondly, to sit down, shut up, and ask an in­
telligent question." 

In the rest of her four-day tour of Mi­
ami, Serrano was able to speak to airline 
workers, Haitian refugees, activists in the 
fight for immigrant rights, and Cuban­
Americans who oppose the U.S. embargo 
of Cuba. 

Seventy members of the Haitian rights 
group Veye-Yo greeted Serrano warmly 
April 21. The meeting was conducted in 
Spanish and Creole. Serrano was intro­
duced by Veye-Yo leader Lavarice 
Gaudin. He said that Haitian activists 
should be proud of Serrano for her firm­
ness at the FlU meeting. 

Following a brief presentation, Haitian 
activists lined up at the microphone to ask 
questions. Afterwards, Haitian activists 
competed with each other for the chance 
to be photographed with Serrano. 

At an April 22 c itywide meeting spon­
sored by the Miami Coalition Against the 
U.S. Embargo of Cuba, the discussion 
continued. Students from FlU and the Uni­
versity of Miami, Haitian refugees, and 
others were among the 70 in attendance. 

Elizardo Bascoy, a leader of the coali­
tion and the Antonio Maceo Brigade, 
spoke about the fight to hold the FlU 
meeting. "In spite of all the pressure ap­
plied and all the rudeness of the right 
wing, Kenia demonstrated a great firm­
ness," Bascoy said. 

Serrano also spoke with United Airlines 
workers in the company lunch room, and 
spoke to a meeting of the Alliance of 
Workers in the Cuban Community. 

Cuban youth to 
tour Australia, 
New Zealand 
BY JANET ROTH 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand-Plans 
are underway for a speaking tour of Aus­
tralia and New Zealand by Cuban youth 
leader Alejandro Herrera in May and June. 

Herrera has received invitations to 
speak at university lectures in Sydney, 
Australia, as well as Auckland and 
Christchurch, New Zealand. Invitations 
have also been extended for the Cuban 
youth leader to speak at public meetings at 
a number of campuses in those cities. Stu­
dents and faculty in the New Zealand 
c ities of Hamilton and Palmerston North 
have also invited Herrera to speak at their 
schools. Maori rights activists involved in 
New Zealand land occupations have ex­
pressed interest in meeting with him to ex­
change experiences. 

In addition, the New South Wales Presi­
dent of the National Union of Students, 
Jamie Parker, issued an invitation on be­
half of his organization. 

Herrera is a member of the provincial 
bureau of the Union of Young Commu­
nists in Havana. He has worked as a com­
puter engineer at the Antillana de Acero 
steelworks, and prior to that was a mem­
ber of Cuba's national swimming team, 
participating in national and international 
competitions. He has twice been a volun­
teer helping to harvest Cuba's sugarcane. 

The tour is being coordinated by the 
Cuban Youth Tour committee in Sydney 
and the Cuba Friendship Society in Auck­
land. Itineraries are in the process of being 
drawn up and further invitations are wel­
come. Organizers will be fund-raising to 
meet both the international airfares and in­
ternal travel costs associated with the tour. 

For further information on the tour con­
tact: Cuba Youth Tour, c/- 31157 Norton 
St., Ashfield, NSW, Australia 2131 . Phone 
(02) 798-8740, or Cuba Friendship Soci­
ety, P. 0. Box 6716, Auckland, New 
Zealand 1036. Phone (09) 524-4716. 
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Lenin's fight for 
self-determination 
of oppressed nations 
BY SARA LOBMAN 

Reprinted below are several excerpts 
from Lenin's Final Fight: Speeches and 
Writings, 1922-23, a new title published 
by Pathfinder Press. 

In the final months of his life, Russian 
revolutionary leader V.I. Lenin waged a 
political fight to maintain the communist 
course that had led the workers and peas­
ants to power over the landlords and capi­
talists. A central part of that course was 
defending the rights of the historically op­
pressed nationalities in the old tsarist 
"prisonhouse of nations." 

The right to self-determination was as­
serted by one of the first decrees of the 
newly established Soviet government in 
November 1917 and codified by the third 
Soviet congress in January of the follow-

V.I. Lenin, August 1922 

ing year. That congress passed a resolu­
tion ' 'leaving it to the workers and peas­
ants of each nation to decide indepen­
dently at their own authoritative congress 
of soviets whether they wish to participate 
in the federal government and in the other 
federal Soviet institutions, and on what 
terms." 

In September 1922, Joseph Stalin 
drafted a resolution on relations between 
the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Re­
public (RSFSR) and the various indepen­
dent republics. Lenin sharply criticized 
the draft document, which called for the 
"formal entry" of the Ukraine, Belorussia, 
Azerbaijan. Georgia, Armenia, into the 
Russian Soviet Federation. 

''We consider ourselves, the Ukrainian 
SSR. and others equal and enter with them 
on an equal basis into a new union, a new 
federation, the Union of Soviet Republics 
of Europe and Asia," Lenin explained. 

The final resolution, also drafted by 
Stalin and approved by the Communist 
party's Central Committee, incorporated 
many of Lenin's proposals. It also called 
for three of the republics-Georgia, Ar­
menia, and Azerbaijan-to be admitted to 

the new union not as full members, but as 
components of the Transcaucasian Feder­
ation. 

When Georgian Communist leaders ar­
gued that the republic should be admitted 
as an independent entity, Grigory Or­
dzhonikidze, the Central Committee's rep­
resentative in Georgia reacted by disci­
plining the Georgian leaders, ordering a 
number of them to leave Georgia and 
place themselves at the disposal of the 
Central Committee of the party in Russia. 

At the end of October, nine of the 11 
members of the Georgian Central Com­
mittee resigned in protest. Ordzhonikidze 
quickly replaced them with his supporters, 
who agreed to the proposed terms for the 
new federation. The Union of Soviet So­
c ialist Republics was formed on Dec. 30, 
1922. 

The following month, at a private party 
in his apartment in Tiflis, Georgia, Or­
dzhonikidze flew into a rage and struck 
one of the dissenting Georgian Commu­
nists. Thi~ fact came to light during the in­
vestigation by a Political Bureau­
appointed commission of inqujry pro­
posed by Stalin and headed by Feliks Dz­
erzhinsky. The commission's report, 
which Dzerzhinsky summarized to Lenin 
on December 12, sustained Ordzhonik­
idze. 

Lenin, however, was not satisfied with 
the commission report and charged his 
secretaries with thoroughly reviewing it. 
Their report, which challenged many of 
the conclusions of the Dzerzhinsky com­
mission, was suppressed by the bureau­
cratic regime in the Soviet Union headed 
by Joseph Stalin and his political heirs. It 
is printed for the first time in Lenin's Final 
Fight. 

The excerpts reprinted below were dic­
tated by Lenin to his secretaries in Decem­
ber 1922 as part of his "Letter to the Party 
Congress," directed to the 12th congress 
of the Russian Communist Party, which 
was scheduled for March 1923. 

Lenin's Final Fight is ©1995 by Path­
finder. Reprinted by permission. 

BY V.I. LENIN 
In my writings on the national question 

I have already said that an abstract presen­
tation of the question of nationalism in 
general is of no use at all. A distinction 
must necessarily be made between the na­
tionalism of an oppressor nation and that 
of an oppressed nation, the nationalism of 
a big nation and that of a small nation. 

ln respect of the second kind of nation­
alism we, nationals of a big nation, have 
nearly always been guilty, in historic prac­
tice, of an infinite number of cases of vio­
lence; furthermore, we commit violence 
and insult an infinite number of times 
without noticing it. It is sufficient to recall 
my Volga reminiscences of how non­
Russians are treated; how the Poles are not 
called by any other name than Poly­
achishka, how the Tatar is nicknamed 
Prince, how the Ukrainians are always 

Lenin's Final Fight 
by V.I. Lenin 

The record of Lenin's lost. and most 
concentrated. political bottle against a 
growing. privileged Ioyer. as he sought 
to set the Communist Party on a course 
to strengthen the alliance of workers 
and peasants and the voluntary union 
of soviet republics. $19.95 
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Demonstration of Baku Women's Union, 1920. Lenin insisted workers in Azerbai­
jan, Georgia, other oppressed nations must be free to determine their own future. 

Khokbols and the Georgians and other 
Caucasian nationals always Kapkasians. 

That is why internationalism on the part 
of oppressors or "great" nations, as they 
are called (though they are great only in 
their violence, only great as bullies), must 
consist not only in the observance of the 
formal equality of nations but even in an 
inequality, through which the oppressor 
nation, the great nation, would compen­
sate for the inequality which obtains in 
real life. Anybody who does not under­
stand this has not grasped the real proletar­
ian attitude to the national question; he is 
still essentially petty bourgeois in his point 
of view and is, therefore, sure to descend 
to the bourgeois point of view. 

What is important for the proletarian? 
For the proletarian it is not only important, 
it is absolutely essential that he should be 
assured that the non-Russians place the 
greatest possible trust in the proletarian 
class struggle. What is needed to ensure 
this? Not merely formal equality. In one 
way or another, by one's attitude or by 
concessions, it is necessary to compensate 
the non-Russians for the lack of trust, for 
the suspicion and the insults to which the 
government of the "dominant" nation sub­
jected them in the past. 

I think it is unnecessary to explain this 
to Bolsheviks, to Communists, in greater 
detail. And I think that in the present in­
stance, as far as the Georgian nation is 
concerned, we have a typical case in 
which a genuinely proletarian attitude 
makes profound caution, thoughtfulness, 
and a readiness to compromise a matter of 
necessity for us. The Georgian who is dis­
dainful of this aspect of the question, or 
who carelessly flings about accusations of 
·'nationalist socialism" (whereas he him­
self is a real and true "nationalist socialist" 
and even a vulgar Great Russian bully). 
violates, in substance, the interests of pro­
letarian class solidarity, for nothing holds 
up the development and strengthening of 
proletarian class solidarity so much as na­
tional injustice. 

·'Offended" nationals are not sensitive 
to anything so much as to the feeling of 
equality and the violation of this equality, 
if only through negligence or jest to the 
violation of that equality by their proletar­
ian comrades. That is why in this case it is 
better to overdo rather than underdo the 
concessions and leniency towards the na­
tional minorities. That is why, in this case, 
the fundamental interest of proletarian sol­
idarity and consequently of the proletarian 
class struggle requires that we never adopt 
a formal attitude to the national question, 
but always take into account the specific 
attitude of the proletarian of the oppressed 
(or small) nation towards the oppressor (or 
great) nation. 
December 31, 1922 

What practical measures must be taken 
in the present situation? 

First, we must maintain and strengthen 
the union of socialist republics. Of this 
there can be no doubt. This measure is 
necessary for us and it is necessary for the 
world communist proletariat in its struggle 
against the world bourgeoisie and its de­
fense against bourgeois intrigues. 

Second, the union of socialist republics 
must be retained for its diplomatic appara­
tus. By the way, this apparatus is an ex­
ceptional component of our state appara­
tus. We have not allowed a single influen­
tial person from the old tsarist apparatus 
into it. All sections with any authority are 
composed of Communists. That is why it 

has already won for itself (this may be 
said boldly) the name of a reliable com­
munist apparatus purged to an incompara­
bly greater extent of the old tsarist, bour­
geois, and petty-bourgeois elements than 
that which we have had to make do with 
in other people 's commissariats . 

Third, exemplary punishment must be 
inflicted on Comrade Ordzhonikidze (I 
say this all the more regretfully as I am 
one of his personal friends and have 
worked with him abroad), and the investi­
gation of all the material which Dzerzhin­
sky's commission has collected must be 
supplemented or started over again to cor­
rect the enormous mass of wrongs and bi­
ased judgments which it doubtlessly con­
tains. The political responsibility for all 
this truly Great Russian nationalist cam­
paign must, of course, be laid on Stalin 
and Dzerzhinsky. 

Fourth, the strictest rules must be intro­
duced on the use of the national language 
in the non-Russian republics of our union, 
and these rules must be checked with spe­
cial care. There is no doubt that our appa­
ratus being what it is, there is bound to be, 
on the pretext of unity in the railway ser­
vice, unity in the fiscal service and so on. 
a mass of truly Russian abuses. Special in­
genuity is necessary for the struggle 
against these abuses, not to mention spe­
c ial sincerity on the part of those who un­
dertake this struggle. A detailed code will 
be required and only the nationals living 
in the republic in question can draw it up 
at all successfully. 

Moreover we must not in any way re­
ject in advance that as a result of all this 
work we may well take a step backward at 
our next Congress of Soviets, namely, re­
taining the union of Soviet socialist re­
publics only for military and diplomatic 
affairs and in all other respects restoring 
full independence to the individual peo­
ple's commissariats. 

It must be borne in mind that the decen­
tralization of the people's commissariats 
and the Jack of coordination in their work 
as far as Moscow and o ther centers are 
concerned can be compensated suffi­
ciently by party authority if it is exercised 
with sufficient prudence and impartiality. 
The harm that can result to our state from 
a lack of unification between the national 
apparatuses and the Russian apparatus is 
infinitely less than that which will be done 
not only to us but to the whole Interna­
tional and to the hundreds of millions of 
the peoples of Asia, which are destined to 
follow us onto the stage of history in the 
near future. 

It would be unpardonable opportunism 
if, on the eve of the debut of the East, just 
as it is awakening, we undermined our 
prestige with its peoples, even if only by 
the slightest crudity or injustice towards 
our own non-Russian nationalities. The 
need to rally against the imperialists of the 
West, who are defending the capitalist 
world, is one thing. There can be no doubt 
about that and it would be superfluous for 
me to speak about my unconditional ap­
proval of it. 

It is another thing when we ourselves 
lapse, even if only in trifles, into imperial­
ist attitudes towards oppressed nationali­
ties, thus undermining all our principled 
sincerity, all our principled defense of the 
struggle against imperialism. But the mor­
row of world history will be a day when 
the awakening peoples oppressed by im­
perialism are finally aroused and the deci­
sive long and hard struggle for their liber­
ation begins. 
December 31 , 1922 



Communist candidate 
campaigns for jobs, 
support for Irish fight 
BY TIM RIGBY 

MANCHESTER, England - ''In the 
worsening social and economic conditions 
we face today, working people here and 
across the world need to understand who 
we are, who our friends are, and who our 
enemies are. Our enemies are not Spanish 
fishermen, the unemployed, immigrant 
workers, s ingle mothers, or anyone else 
the capitalists want to blame for their cri­
sis," said Chris Morris the Communist 
League candidate standing in the Central 
Ward for the May 4 Manchester city coun­
cil elections. "Our enemy is the ruling rich 
and their government." 

Morris, a worker at Philips Semicon­
ductors in Stockport and a member of the 
Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical 
Union (AEEU), was speaking at a meeting 
to launch his campaign at the local 
Pathfinder book shop here. He detailed the 
conditions working people face in Manch­
ester. In a city of 405,000 people, 78,000 
are unemployed, he informed the meeting. 
Eighty percent of jobs open to 16-year­
olds in Manchester pay less than £2.00 
(1£-US$1.60) an hour, and one-third of 
those jobs are below £1.50 an hour. One­
quarter of Manchester's homeless, most of 
whom live in Central Ward, are army vet­
erans, he said. 

"These facts," Morris said, "show 
something of what working people are go-

ing through. The positions the Communist 
League is advancing in this election are 
about beginning to combat this crisis, to 
forging unity between working people in 
Manchester, the United Kingdom, and 
across the world so that we can begin to 
face up to our enemies." 

The average workweek in Britain today, 
stated Morris, is 43.9 hours, and 25 per­
cent of male manual workers in any given 
week work more than 48 hours. "This, of 
course," Morris noted, " is while millions 
are unemployed." The demand for a 30-
hour workweek with no loss in pay is 
about bridging the gap between those em­
ployed and those without work, he stated. 

Morris focused on the demand for mas­
sive government-funded public works, 
and talked of the absurdity of unmended 
roads, substandard housing, and collaps­
ing school buildings, while all the neces­
sary materials and labor force are avail­
able. 

The Communist League candidate also 
highlighted the demand for all British 
troops out of Ireland now. He stated that 
this was a central demand of his campaign 
to free Ireland from British occupation and 
overcome divisions created by the ruling 
rich between workers of Irish and of 
British origin. 

This demand generated considerable 
discussions around a campaign table set 
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The Communist League candidate in Manchester is calling for British tr oops out of 
Ireland. Above, marchers in Derry, Northern Ireland, demand their withdrawal. 

up in Levenshulme Ward the day before 
the election meeting by supporters of the 
Communist League candidates. Members 
of the Young Socialists in Manchester 
helped staff the table. Many workers from 
Ireland or of Irish origin live in Leven­
shulme, where Communist League candi­
date Debbie Delange is running. 

Delange is a. train cleaner at nearby 
Longsight passenger train depot and mem­
ber of the National Union of Rail, Mar­
itime, and Transport Workers. Passersby 
voiced their support for the demand, and 

others stopped to talk. One man driving by 
saw the campaign placard and parked his 
car just to get a hold of a campaign state­
ment. Others bought the Militant. 

Pathfinder sets plan to sell Lenin book 

Campaigners discussed the demand for 
cancellation of the Third World debt. Two 
young men began a discussion with Tony 
Hunt, the campaign director, asking why 
"we" in Britain try to solve a problem the 
people in the Third World had got them­
selves into? Hunt explained the unequal 
terms of trade through which major capi­
talist powers plunder underdeveloped 
countries, the role of the banks, and the 
need for working-class unity across the 
world; and the young men stopped to lis­
ten and discuss this. 

On the Levenshulme campaign table, 
Frances Rogan, a member of the Young 
Socialists and a campaign chairperson, ar­
gued alongside others for the need to de­
fend Cuba and Cuba's socialist revolution 
and cited the fighting spirit of workers in 
Cuba as an example to working people 
around the world. The Communist League 
will soon launch a campaign in Fallow­
field Ward for Ann Fiander, an assembly 
worker and member of the AEEU. 

BY SARA LOBMAN 
Pathfinder Press has announced a major 

effort to promote its newest title, Lenin's 
Final Fight: Speeches and Writings , 1922-
23. More than 50 copies of Lenin's Final 
Fight were sold as part of a special pre­
publication offer at an April 22 program in 
New York City on Cuba that took up how 
working people in that country are using 
their socialist revolution to fight the ef­
fects of the international crisis of capital­
ism. 

Mary-Alice Waters was the featured 
speaker at the .April 22 forum. Waters has 
edited several Pathfinder titles including, 
most recently. the Bolivian Diary of 
Ernesto Che Guevara. "It is important to 
all of us who need to learn our history as 
we prepare for fights today," Waters said, 
holding up a copy of Lenin's Final Fight. 
It will be read with great interest by those 
in Cuba who arc grappling-in living 
practice - with many of the questions 
that confronted Lenin and the Bolshevik 
Party, she said. 

Lenin's Final Fight follows the final 
political battle waged by V.I. Lenin to 
maintain the communist course that had 
led the workers and peasants of Russia to 
power five years earl ier and given a giant 
impulse to workers' struggles the world 
over. Spanning from Lenin's report to the 
II th congress of the Russian Communist 
Party in March 1922 until a stroke a year 
later effectively ended his political life, 
Pathfinder has included many of the let­
ters, speeches, resolutions, and memos by 
the revolutionary leader. 

It is the first time in any language that 
all these materials have been pulled to­
gether in chronological order, allowing the 
readers to follow for themselves this life­
and-death fight. Everything that Lenin is 
known to have written from Dec. 21, 
1922, until his last letter of March 6, 1923, 
is included; several items are published in 
English for the first time and one for the 
first time in any language. 

A cloth edition of the book will be 
available in early May_ Pathfinder is offer­
ing it at a special pre-publication discount 
of $25, half off the cover price, for mem­
bers of the Pathfinder Readers Club. 

Pathfinder has sent out nearly I 00 
copies of the book to prominent review 
journals, as well as professors, authors, 
newsletters, and magazines that specialize 
in the history of the Russian revolution 
and Slavic studies. Many of these maga­
zines have reviewed other Pathfinder ti­
tles, and professors and other prominent 

individuals have prepared short comments 
that can be used in promoting the book in 
the coming weeks. 

Pathfinder is also advertising with sev­
eral book wholesalers, who sell to many 
chains and independent bookstores in the 
United States. These include Baker and 
Taylor's monthly catalog and a promo­
tional piece being prepared by Inland for 
distribution at the American Booksellers 

Association trade show and convention in 
June. 

Doug Hard, a Pathfinder sales represen­
tative in Boston, has pulled together a list 
of people who specialize in acquiring 
books on Russian studies for libraries. 
"Right now we could send information via 
electronic mail to 50 or 60 of these indi­
viduals to whom Lenin's Final Fight 
would be of direct interest," Hard noted. 

New issue of Cuban journal explores 
'cultural explosion and challenges' 
BY MIKE TABER 

A new issue of La Gaceta de Cuba has 
recently come off the press. A literary 
journal published six times a year by the 
Union of Writers and Artists of Cuba 
(UNEAC), La Gaceta is a leading forum 
for discussion and debate on culture, poli­
tics, and challenges facing the Cuban rev­
olution today. The first issue in 1995 of 
the Spanish-language publication includes 
a wide assortment of essays, interviews, 
short stories. poetry, and book reviews. 

An article by Cuban minister of culture 
Armando Hart, written on the I OOth an­
niversary of Cuba's war for independence, 
discusses Cuba's legacy. 

"In the midst of its great difficulties," 
Hart writes, "Cuba is currently undergoing 
a gigantic cultural explosion. And cultural 
explosions, like political ones, present 
challenges and unforeseen events." Cuba 
can confront this challenge "because we 
are aware of the universal nature of these 
questions, and because, in the ir great ma­
jority, our people identify with the con­
quests of the revolution. 

"In terms of political ideas," Hart says, 
'' the Cuban revolution was the most im­
portant development in the Western world 
in the last 50 years." 

Also in this issue is an interview con­
ducted in I 967 by Desiderio Navarro, di­
rector of the magazine Criterios. with the 
renowned French author Marguerite 
Duras. In the course of the interview, 
Duras contrasted Cuba's cultural openness 
with the policy of"socialist realism" in the 
Soviet Union. Navarro notes in his intro­
ductory comments that, for political rea­
sons, the interview was not published in 
Cuba at the time, and appears now in La 
Gaceta, 27 years later, for the first time. 

Miguel Barnet, winner of Cuba's 1994 
award for literature, writes about a recent 
visit to Nigeria and Benin. Barnet, best 
known for Biograjfa de un Cimarron, his 
1966 novel recounting the life of an es­
caped slave, visited Africa as part of a 
UNESCO delegation retracing the slave 
route.Over the course of the slave trade, 
Barnet notes, more than 2 million men, 
women, and children were uprooted from 
Africa to toil on the plantations of Cuba's 
conquerors. His essay on this forced mi­
gration traces its impact on Cuban culture 
down to today. 

IUYIIr:$41 

Rounding out the issue, Humberto Are­
na! writes on American movies, Emilio 
Garcias Montiel reviews the works of 
Japanese Nobel Prize winner Kenzaburo 
Oe, Jorge Luis Arcos discusses the com­
mon cultural heritage shared with Cubans 
abroad, and Miguel Mejides presents his 
short story "Rumba Palace." 

Subscriptions to La Gaceta de Cuba can 
be purchased from Pathfinder. Single 
copies of the 64-page, large-format jour­
nal will also be available for $ 10 from 
some of the Pathfinder bookstores listed 
on page 12. 

" Send check or money order (payable in U.S. doUars 
and made out to Pathfinder Press) to Pathfmder, 
410 West St ., New York, NY 10014. Tel: (212) 
741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-0150. 
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-MILITANT LABOR FORUMS 
The Militant Labor Forum is a weekly 

free-speech meeting for workers, farmers, 
youth, and others. All those seeking to ad­
vance the fight against injustice and ex­
ploitation are welcome to attend and par­
ticipate in these discussions on issues of 
importance to working people. 

At the MiUtant Labor Forum you can 
express your opinion, listen to the views of 
fellow fighters, and exchange ideas on how 
best to advance the interests of workers 
and farmers the world over. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
Aftermath or the Oklahoma Bombing: 
Democratic Right.s Under Attack. Speaker: 
Maceo Dixon, Socialist Workers Party candi­
date for Boston City Council. Sat., May 6, 7:30 
p.m. 780 Tremont St. Donation: $4. Tel: (617) 
247-6772. 

MINNESOTA 
St. Paul 
The CIA in Guatemala. Sat., May 6, 7:30 
p.m. 2490 University Ave. (East side of Hwy 
280, on /6A bus line.) Donation: $4. Tel: (612) 
644-6325. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
The Aftermath or the Oklahoma City Bomb­
ing: Why Working People Should Oppose 
Government Attacks on Democratic Rights. 
Fri., May 5, 7 p.m. 141 Halsey. DoMtion: $4. 
Tel: (201) 643-3341. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Greensboro 
Eyewitness Report on the Crisis in Mexico. 
Speaker: Miguel Zarate, participant in recent 
Militant and Perspectiva Mundial reporting 
team to Chiapas, Mexico. Sun., May 7, 4 p.m. 
2000-C Elm-Eugene St. Donation: $5. Tel: 

(9/0) 272-5996. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Pittsburgh 
Oklahoma City: The Stakes ror Working 
People - A Socialist View. Sat.. May 6, 7 
p.m. I 103 E. Carson St. Donation: $4. Tel: 
(412) 381-9785. 

UTAH 
Salt Lake City 
Socialist Workers Party Election Campaign 
Kickoff. Fri., May 5, 7:30 p.m. 147 E. 900 S. 
Donation: $3. Tel: (801) 355-1124. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle 
In the Aftermath or Oklahoma City Bomb­
ing: Why Working People Should Oppose 
Government Attacks on Civil Liberties and 
the Anti-Arab Campaign. Panel discussion. 
Fri., May 5, 7:30p.m. /405 E. Madison Ave., 

on Capitol Hill. Donation: $3. Tel: (206) 323-
1755. 

AUSTRALIA 
Sydney 
Superexploitation or Immigrant Labor -
From the Philippines to Australia. Panel of 
speakers including Hung Nguyen, co-author of 
"The Hidden Cost of Fashion," a report by the 
clothing union on homework and child labor. 
Sat., May 6, 6 p.m. 66 Albion St., Surry Hills. 
Donation: $4. Tel: (02) 281 3297. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
From Turkey to Algeria - The Crisis of 
Capitalist Regimes in the Middle East. 
Speaker: James Robb, Communist League. 
Sat., May 6, 7 p.m. La Gonda Arcade, 203 
Karangahape Road. Donation: $3. Tel: (9) 
379-3075. 

White House calls for expanded FBI spying 
Continued from front page 
''fundamentalist Islamic terrorist groups." 

An April 20 Wall Street Journal item 
about terrorism used some variation of the 
term "Muslim extremists" no less than 13 
times in a IS-paragraph article. 

Thugs broke the windows of the Okla­
homa City home of Suhair AI Mosawi, a 
26-year-old Iraqi immigrant, on April 20. 
As a result of the shock, she miscarried 
her seven-month pregnancy. 

Muslims were denied participation in 
the platform of speakers and c lergy as­
sembled for a memorial service Jed by 
President Bill Clinton and Billy Graham in 
Oklahoma City April 23. 

"To speak of people with dark Middle 
East complexions as authors of the terror 
even as the FBI was issuing warrants for 
the arrests of white Americans is an act of 
terror, too," said Abdelbari Atwan, editor 
of AI Quds, an Arab daily in London. 

"No one in the Arab community sup­
ports these atrocities," said a statement re­
leased by the Arab American Institute re-

garding the bombing. ''But unlike most 
Americans, we have had to take time from 
grief and outrage to defend ourselves from 
media 'experts' who quickly implicated 
our community in this heinous act." 

Even after "two white males" were 
identified as the main suspects, Weldon 
Kennedy, the FBI agent in charge of the 
Oklahoma City investigation, was still 
smearing "Muslim fundamentalists." 

On April 25, Detroit-area Muslim lead­
ers were joined by the president of the lo­
cal NAACP chapter at a press conference 
protesting the anti-Islamic hysteria and 
Clinton's proposals to expand FBI pow­
ers. 

"Do not let this tragedy rush us into an 
anti-terrorist law that would take away the 
civil liberties of minority groups of which 
Muslims are the most prominently tar­
geted," said Imam Abdullah El-Amin, 
chairman of the Detroit Muslim Center. 

Wendell Anthony, the city's NAACP 
president, said the so-called anti-terrorist 
Jaws would be applied selectively. "We 

Youth protest rightists in Canada 
Continued from Page 16 
the cops charged into the crowd and began 
beating up some of the participants. They 
arrested nine demonstrators and charged 
them with public mischief and police as­
sault. Four of those arrested were kept in 
jail for several days without the right to 
make bail. 

Seventy people protested these arrests 
by marching to the Parthenais jail April 
23, where the activists were being held. 

any province of Canada. 
Due to the public outrage against HLI, 

Archbishop Turcotle of the Notre-Dame 
Basilica, which hosted the HLI mass, was 
forced to publicly question HLI saying the 
more he found out about their ideas, the 
more "unhappy" he became. He said the 
Basilica will be discussing whether to let 
groups such as HLI use their facilities in 
the future. 

Carole Caron is a member of /AM Lodge 
712. in Montreal. 

know that this will not be applied equi­
tably or fairly. Can you imagine a group of 
Black men running around Detroit calling 
themselves the Detroit Militia, dressed in 
fatigues, carrying AK47s?" he asked. 
"They would be rounded up by the FBI, 
the CIA, the Secret Service, the Army, and 
the Marine Corps- yesterday." 

On April 23, the White House an­
nounced it wjJl seek expanded powers for 
the FBI and other police agencies to tap 
telephones and scour the personal records 
of those deemed "suspected terrorists." 
Credit, hotel, travel, and other records of 
such individuals would be subject to po­
lice snooping. And Clinton wants phone 
companies to assure easier access for po­
lice bugging of telephones. 

The president tried to pretty-up his pro­
posal by comparing these measures with 
the introduction of metal detectors at air­
ports. 

The FBI already maintains files on 
thousands of organizations and hundreds 
of thousands of individuals- at a mini­
mum. The proposal to expand the powers 
of the secret police to meddle in the affairs 
of individuals and organizations deemed a 
threat by the U.S. government dovetails 
with the proposed Omnibus Counterterror­
ism Act. (See article on page I 4.) Demo­
cratic and Republican members of 
Congress leapt to profess their support for 
the anti-democratic measures amid the 
Oklahoma bombing hysteria. 

The Senate unanimously passed a reso­
lution April 25 calling for the use of the 
death penalty against those convicted in 
the bombing. In an April 21 editorial, the 
Wall Street Journal said that the only 
thing most people want to know "is how 

we can catch and try and kjlJ them.'' 
The New York Times editors, mindful of 

the exposures of FBI "Cointelpro" spying 
and harassment on antiwar, labor, Black, 
women's, socialist, and other organiza­
tions in the 1970s, cautioned against mov­
ing too quickly. The FBI, it stated, "has a 
weak history of curbing its own excesses." 

Prominent opinion columnists such as 
the Times's A.M. Rosenthal are singing a 
different tune. He warned his readers they 
would have "to change some of our con­
victions about the absolute primacy of our 
rights above our survival," in support of 
Clinton's proposal. 

Federal agents are holding former Army 
sergeant Timothy McVeigh, a 26-year-old 
right-winger, as the main suspect in the 
blast; along with James Nichols, a fanner 
in Michigan, and Terry Nichols, his 
brother, who arc being held on conspiracy 
charges. 

McVeigh is said to have links with the 
Michigan Militia, a rightist paramilitary 
outfit, and other right-wing organizations. 
A fake driver's license he carried had the 
date of issue as April 19, 1993 - the 
same day the FBI and other federal cops 
burned the Branch Davidians compound 
in Waco, Texas, to the ground, incinerat­
ing more than 80 people. April 19 was 
also the date of the Oklahoma blast. Vari­
ous rightist outfits claim affinity with the 
Branch Davidians, seeing the murderous 
police action in Waco as a government as­
sault on the right to bear arms. 

Rightist organizations such as the Mili­
tia-often heavily infiltrated by police 
agents-promote conspiracy theories, 
campaign against taxes and gun control, 
and are generally white supremacist. In the weeks leading up to the demon­

stration, a public debate broke out over 
how to protest HLI's presence in Mon­
treal. The Quebec Teachers Union Federa­
tion (CEQ). League of Human Rights, and 
the Quebec Coalition for Free Abortion 
decided not to participate in the protest, 
arguing that a march in the streets against 
HLI could "endanger" Montreal's abor­
tion clinics. Gisele Bourret, a CEQ repre­
sentative, said, "These people [HLI] are 
rather frightening. We don 't want to have 
a confrontation with them." 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP---

Participants in the demonstration were 
not afraid, however. ''Whether HLI comes 
to question our rights to free and legal 
abortion or not, it's important not to hide 
our heads in the sand," said Nadine Al­
lard, a leader of the Coalition against Hu­
man Life International. 

"I respect everyone's opinion. I think it 
is important to express one's view in the 
streets," said Andre, a member of the In­
ternational Association of Machinists 
(lAM) who works at Bombardier-Cana­
dair in Montreal. "But why are there so 
many cops?" 

On April 21, the last day of the HLI 
conference, several hundred supporters of 
lesbian and gay rights protested outside 
the hotel Radisson where the 1,300 dele­
gates were meeting. As the HLI members 
packed their bags to leave town, they 
grumbled about the reception they had re­
ceived. "No other city in the world has 
ever mounted the kind of opposition HLI 
met in Montreal," said Paul Marx. 

In the 1970s women in Quebec won the 
right to abortion through big battles in the 
streets. Today, the province has 19 abor­
tion clinics, by far the biggest number in 
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Where to find Pathfinder books and 
distributors of the Militant, Perspectiva 
MundiDI, New International, Nouvelle l n­
ternalionale, Nueva lnlernacional and Ny 
I ntemotional. 
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-GREATSOOBY--------------------------------
Land of milk and mansions 

- A seven-bedroom, five-bath­
room mansion is available in 
Lethridge, Canada, for Can$1.5 
million. Early in the century, pic­
tures of the landmark house were 

called 62,000 Swanson • s Kids Fun 
Feast Chomp in • Chicken Drum­
lets because some contained 
pieces of hard plastic. What puz­
zles us is how did the kids know it 
wasn't just extra pieces of 
chicken? 

died of cervical cancer after Pap 
smear tests clearly showing signs 
of cancer were reported as 
"normal." 

of the beating was discovered. The 
outcome? The cops were acquit­
ted. 

Your tax $$$ at work- If 
you're a taxpayer, you helped Sea­
gram take over MCA, the enter­
tainment biggie. To finance the 
purchase, Seagram sold back to 
DuPont $8.3 billion worth of stock 
it owned in that company. This 
was $760 million less than the 
market price. In return, DuPont 
handled the buyback as a 
"dividend" payment. Under a tax 
loophole, that saved Seagram 
about $1.5 billion in federal taxes. 

waste at the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant in Colorado. It will 
take decades more and a tab of 
$22.5 billion to finish the cleanup. 
The feds estimate it will cost $230 
billion to get rid of the waste at 
other weapons facilities. 

Harry 
Ring 

The lab uses a piece-work sys­
tem, and in these two cases, the 
technician was doing up to 40,000 
smear checks a year, compared to 
a professionally recommended 
maximum of 12,000. 

P.S.-Those radioactive waste 
c leanup estimates are based on 
temporary storage. After more 
than half a century of accumula­
tion, they still don't have a clue as 
to where to finally put the stuff. 

featured on posters used to lure 
immigrants to Canada. It was de­
picted as a typical prairie farm­
house. 

Must have sophisticated taste 
buds - Campbell Soup Co. re-

Sexist pigs of the week - In 
Oslo, a panel of Norwegian judges 
acquitted a man who beat his girl­
friend because, he said, she con­
stantly berated him. The judges 
said, 'The beatings must be seen 
in the light of [the woman] more 
or less making a lifestyle out of 
provoking and irritating the ac­
cused so that he lost control." 

Free-market medicine - Ho­
micide charges are pending 
against a Milwaukee-area medical 
lab in the case of two women who 

Even-handed justice- Char­
ges of threatening two Montreal 
transit cops were dropped against 
Stephane Renaud and the cops 
were charged with assault. Renaud 
was beaten by the cops after he 
crushed a pop can on the floor of 
a shopping center adjacent to the 
subway. 

The charges were switched after 
a shopping center security video 

What price insanity? - Kais­
er-Hill won a $3.5 billion, five­
year contract to supervise a dozen 
other companies in the ongoing ef­
fort to clean up the lethal atomic 

Thought for the week -
"Health-care benefits are a major 
factor that trap people in poverty. 
They keep you from working your 
way up the economic ladder." 
-An Arizona legislator saluting 
the demise of a bill to expand low­
income health care. 

Financial control board to run D.C. government 
BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -Stepping up 
the bipartisan attacks on the rights and liv­
ing standards of working people in this 
city, U.S. president Bill Clinton signed a 
bill April 17 creating a powerful financial 
control board to oversee the D.C. govern­
ment. 

The board is empowered to run D.C. af­
fairs into the next century. It is charged 
with ensuring that the city comes up with 
a balanced budget by 1999. Towards this 
end, the board will have the power to slash 
thousands of city jobs and cut hundreds of 
millions of dollars of spending on various 
social programs and services. 

The five members of the control board, 
who will be appointed by Clinton within 
the next few weeks, can reject city budgets 
and impose their own spending plans. The 
board also has the power to overrule new 
labor agreements and other contracts, re­
ject local legislation, and change almost 
any decision made by the mayor and city 
council. 

While the board appointees- likely to 
be weallhy businessmen- will not be 
paid, they will have at their disposal a full­
time staff headed by an executive director 
who is to receive about $115,000 a year. 

According to the Washington Post, the 
control board ··wou ld be the strongest 
such panel ever created to oversee a U.S. 
city." It would remain in existence at least 
until the c ity balanced four budgets in a 
row and repaid all money borrowed in do­
ing so. It is modeled after a similar finan­
cial board imposed on New York City 

some 20 years ago. 
The board's power " is absolute and it is 

absolutely necessary," stated Republican 
representative James Walsh, chairman of 
the House subcommittee on the District of 
Columbia. ''This authority needs to have 
control." 

"I think the board started out as bad 
news but has become good news," stated 
D.C. mayor Marion Barry, who after some 
initial hesitation threw his wholehearted 
support behind this appointed body. 

The law also directs the mayor to ap­
point a chief financial officer to handle the 
city's money on a day-to-day basis. This 
person, who must be approved by the 
board, will have more responsibility than 
the mayor, according to Barry. 

Republican representative Thomas 
Davis from Virginia, the chief architect of 
the control board law, claimed the board 
would give Barry the ·'political shield" to 
make unpopular decisions about cuts. 
Davis said the existence of this board 
would help faci litate the freeing up of city 
tax money for a new downtown sports 
arena. "It is the one note of hope in this 
whole process," he stated. 

The idea for such a financia l control 
board was first publicly raised by Demo­
crat Eleanor Holmes Norton, the district's 
nonvoting delegate to the House of Repre­
sentatives. She praised the new law as 
maintaining the integrity of self-rule. 

In an April II editorial entitled "Home 
Rule Isn't Dead," the Washington Post 
presented a similar point of view. 
"Nothing in the new law prevents either 

New Zealand Rail has 'complete 
and utter disregard for safety' 
BY JOAN SHIELDS 

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand - A 
group of II train drivers (engineers) com­
piled a 39-page report detailing growing 
dangers on the South Island's main trunk 
rail line. 

The report states that the level of risk is 
swelling alarmingly as trains become 
longer and more frequent. "The traveling 
public have a blind faith that rail is safe. If 
only they knew," it says. 

The drivers explain it is not uncommon 
for workers to fall sleep after exceeding 
the unenforced I 1-hour operating limit. 
They also detail how the lack of track 
maintenance has caused derailments. De­
scribing the stress drivers are under, the 
report says human error caused by unreal­
istic rosters meant safety codes were often 
breached. Drivers then covered up their 
actions rather than face dismissal. 

New Zealand Rail was "pushing staff to 
extremes" in a "complete and utter disre­
gard for safety." the report says. 

A recent Militant Labor Forum here 
took up the question of health and safety 
in the workplace. Maev is Watson, health 
and safety consultant for the Meat Work­
ers Union, pointed out that " the workplace 
plays a large part in our overall health." 

Changes in technology and work orga­
nization have created a new generation of 
health issues, she told the meeting. 
"Workers are working harder, faster, and 
for longer, under intense pressure. Often 

one person is doing two people's jobs," 
she said. 

Legislation doesn't exist to protect 
workers from new industrial diseases 
caused by chemical poisoning, she noted. 
Watson described one factory where all60 
workers had been affected by the chemi­
cals they worked with, and two workers 
suffered brain damage. 

She also detailed the way changes to the 
accident compensation (ACC) legislation 
in 1992 acted against workers. Employers 
increasingly pressured workers not to de­
clare or take time off for workplace in­
juries, she said. Seasonal and casual work­
ers who were injured often found that 
ACC refused to compensate them. 

In the last two years 86 people died on 
the job in New Zealand. In 1995, there 
have already been nine deaths in the con­
struction industry alone. An adviser for 
the government department that adminis­
ters the 1992 Health and Safety in Em­
ployment Act attributed these accidents to 
"changes in technology, building meth­
ods, and employee numbers." 

The heaviest fine enacted against an 
employer for negligence leading to death 
was $1 1,5000. Under the 1992 act, 19 
workers involved in accidents have also 
been prosecuted for not taking care of 
their own safety. 

Joan Shields is a member of the Meat 
Workers Union in Christchurch. 

the mayor or the council from seizing the 
fiscal initiative and exercising the finan­
cial self-discipline necessary for recov­
ery," the Post wrote. '"Home rule' has 
been limited all along .... Nothing in that 
creation of an elected local government al­
lowed the mayor or counci l control over 
the city's finances. Or anything else, for 
that matter." 

In 1973, Congress granted the city what 
was called "home rule." It allowed district 
residents to elect a mayor and city council. 
Congress, however, retained ultimate 
power to overrule their decisions. For the 
previous 99 years, three appointed com­
missioners ran Washington. 

The granting of a home rule charter was 
an attempt by the ruling powers to divert a 
growing protest movement - fueled by 
the civil rights struggle- demanding 
statehood for Washington, D.C., and for 
the right of this majority-Black city to 
have the right to vote for its representa­
tives. 

Brian Williams is a member of United 
Food and Commercial Workers Local 27 
in Cheverly. Maryland. 

D.C. mayor Marion Barry. Board gives 
mayor " political shield,. to make unpop­
ular cuts, says Rep. Thomas Davis. 
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PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad, April 29 
- The brutal repression of the mass 
movement in Trinidad and Tobago by the 
Eric Williams government was reinforced 
today by the adoption of a sweeping new 
emergency law empowering the govern­
ment to suspend indefinitely all the per­
sonal and political freedoms laid down by 
the Trinidadian constitution. 

The law was adopted in the grip of a 
state of emergency and curfew declared 
by the government April 21 as a desperate 
response to two months of massive 
antigovernment and anti-imperialist dem­
onstrations. 

The mass demonstrations of the past 
two months represent the high point of the 
Trinidadian Black power movement 
which has been given impetus by the dete­
rioration of the economy as well as by the 
rise of Black nationalism in the United 
States. The National Joint Action Com­
mittee (NJAC), a united front of several 
S lack power organizations and trade 
unions, developed out of this movement 
and by the beginning of 1970, Black 
power actions under its leadership had be­
come a regular occurrence. 

When the government instituted the 
"emergency" on April 21, it faced a fur­
ther challenge - a mutiny of sections of 
the Trinidad Army based at Teteron Bay. 
At this point. Prime Minister Eric 
Williams asked for arms and ammunition 
from the United States, while U.S. and 
British warships arrived off the coast of 
the island. President Nixon ordered a fl eet 
of ships carrying 2,000 battle-ready 
Marines into the area. 
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May 5,1945 
In a mighty demonstration of power the 

masses of northern Italy last week rose in 
insurrection and wiped out the remnants of 
the Fascist regime in its last stronghold. 
With Partisan fighters as the shock troops, 
the workers seized control of the great in­
dustrial cities in the Lombardy plain. Mus­
soHni and his Fascist aides met the end de­
served by all hated tyrants. After a sum­
mary trial they were put to death by a fir­
ing squad. 

From here on events followed a familiar 
pattern. The Committee of National Liber­
ation, consisting of Stalinists, "Socialists" 
and Liberals, received the power which 
the insurgent masses had wrenched from 
the hands of the Fascists and Nazis - and 
promptly handed it over to the bankrupt 
Bonomi government which rules in Rome 
by the grace of Allied bayonets. Allied 
troops immediately rushed in to "restore 
order" in the liberated cities. 

Milan- " Red Milan" - center of the 
great revolutionary working-class actions 
which preceded Mussolini 's rise to 
power - was the white-hot focus of last 
week's stirring mass uprising. The trans­
port workers gave the signal by going on 
strike. A general strike of all workers in 
Milan was then set for May 1, the tradi­
tional socialist holiday of the international 
working class. Observing the precarious 
conditions of the German military estab­
lishment and the fear and confusion which 
had seized their fasc ist enemies, the Milan 
workers advanced the date of the general 
strike to April 25. 

With transportation and industry para­
lyzed, the workers moved into action. En­
emy barracks were stormed, strategic 
buildings and public places occupied by 
the armed people. Everywhere the Fascist 
scum were routed. 
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-EDITORIALS-------- --

Answer rulers' assault on rights 
The United States government, with a helpful hand 

from many in the mass media, is .using the bombing that 
killed more than I 00 people at the Oklahoma City fed­
eral building to test the waters for squeezing democratic 
rights and expanding the use of the death penalty. 

Washington is the chief purveyor of terror around the 
globe- be it the Clinton administration's incineration 
of scores of people at the Branch Davidian compound in 
Waco, Texas, two years ago, or the 199 I assault on Iraq, 
in which tens of thousands were slaughtered. 

The ruling class in the United States, anticipating 
more working-class opposition to its headlong march to­
ward war, economic devastation, and fascism, is girding 
up to use rougher methods against political opponents. A 
convenient scapegoat at the hands of Democratic and 
Republican politicians is people of Arab descent, those 
whose faith is Islam, and the governments of Iraq and 
Iran. 

The bipartisan stampede to support the Omnibus 
Counterterrorism Act of 1995 and other such 
measures- which would deal blows to hard-won 
democratic rights - must not go unanswered. 

Expanded secret police powers will be aimed at the 
working class primarily. The opening paragraph of the 
lead editorial in the April 26 Los Angeles Times reminds 
us of the real record of the FBI, CIA, and other such gov­
ernment agencies. "For 38 years, the FBI waged a cam­
paign of infiltration and harassment against. .. the So­
cialist Workers Party," the editors wrote. "The bureau 
staged burglaries, planted fake news stories and other­
wise sought to discredit the party and its members, who, 

though pushing a radical political agenda, were engag­
ing in peaceful and lawful political behavior. 

"It is worth recalling this episode, along with the 
FBI's notorious Counterintelligence Program, or Coin­
telpro, which was used not to gather evidence of crimi­
nality but to suppress lawful dissent by anti-Vietnam 
War protesters and civil rights leaders in the I 960s and 
1970s." 

It is indeed an episode worth recalling, and defenders 
of democratic rights can read about the fight against gov­
ernment spying and harassment in two books published 
by Pathfinder Press: FBI on Trial- The Victory in the 
Soeialist Workers Parry Suit Against Government Spy­
ing, and Cointelpro: The FBI's Secret War on Political 
Freedom. These two books are valuable weapons for 
working-class fighters today. 

The government's proposals to expand powers for 
spies and snoops, legalize broader authority to deport 
"undesirables," and pry into and disrupt the lives of or­
ganizations and individuals are trial balloons. The labor 
movement has a big stake in organizing to protest these 
anti-democratic measures. 

Since those accused in the Oklahoma bombing are 
home-grown right-wingers, capitalist politicians insist 
the political police need new powers to stem the threat 
from the right. But anti-democratic measures are always 
used a hundred times more against the organizations of 
the working class when it goes into struggle. 

Trade unions, student organizations, and others 
should demand: Stop the anti-Arab, anti-Islamic cru­
sade! Hands off democratic rights! 

Washington's nuclear hypocrisy 
Whatever the exact outcome of negotiations on the 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT), working people can be sure they will not make 
the world any safer from the prospect of nuclear war. 

Washington is blatantly using the talks to codify the 
right to maintain its deadly nuclear arsenal. That's what 
it means to indefinitely extend the treaty without even a 
promise that the nuclear weapons states will dismantle 
their arms. And Secretary of State Warren Christopher's 
"assurance" to non-nuclear states has loopholes big 
enougt; to drive a tank through. 

The U.S. government is not only responsible for the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the only 
time nuclear arms were ever used against human beings. 
It has also contemplated using them in almost every ma­
jor military conflict since -against the people of Ko­
rea, Cuba, Vietnam, and undoubtedly other countries 
that have not come to light. It was in response to Wash­
ington's attempts to turn its military machine against the 
workers and farmers of the Soviet Union and China fol­
lowing World War II that the regimes in those countries 
decided they too must have the atomic bomb, in the in­
terest of self-preservation. 

While maintaining as inalienable its own right to build 
more atomic bombs, Washington hypocritically uses 
agreements like the NPT to wage campaigns against 
governments that do not bow to its wishes, such as those 
in North Korea, Iraq, or Iran. 

The fact is that Washington and the other states hold­
ing nuclear weapons -from London and Paris to Tel 

Aviv and New Delhi - have no intention of giving them 
up. As the fight for markets sharpens among the various 
capitalist powers and tensions increase, the likelihood of 
military conflicts breaking out in which nuclear weapons 
could be used grows. All the treaties and assurances in 
the world will not stop this manifestation of capitalism 
in decay. 

Working people should welcome the fight by the gov­
ernments of South Africa and Cuba to rid the world of 
nuclear weapons. South African foreign minister Alfred 
Nzo spoke for toilers around the globe when he called 
for steps to "accelerate the pace of nuclear disarmament" 
by all governments that have the arms. Cuba's foreign 
minister, Roberto Robaina, did the same when he noted 
that disarmament must be carried out in the countries 
where there are nuclear weapons, "as the only way to 
guarantee long-lasting peace and safety to everyone." 

The positions of these governments are a result of rev­
olutionary struggles. It was under the pressure of the ris­
ing democratic revolution in South Africa, with millions 
mobilized to bring down the apartheid system, that the 
now-defunct white regime in Pretoria became the only 
government to ever dismantle its nuclear weapons. 

In Cuba, workers and farmers made a socialist revolu­
tion, took power into their own hands, and began using 
it to defend the interests of working people. The working 
class internationally needs to follow this lead in taking 
power away from the warmakers, not just to end capital­
ist exploitation but also to end for all time the threat of 
nuclear war. 

Vietnam's defeat of imperialism 
Twenty years ago the Vietnamese succeeded in ex­

pelling the last contingent of imperialist armed forces 
from their country. They scored a victory for all human­
ity by finally wresting control of their own country after 
continual colonial and imperialist domination by the 
governments of Japan, then France, then the United 
States. Oppressed people the world over cheered as heli­
copters plucked the final remaining U.S. personnel from 
the roof of the U.S. embassy in Saigon in April 1975. 
This was a victory, too, for the millions throughout the 
world who mobilized in opposition to the war waged by 
Washington. 

The war took the lives of more than 3 million Viet­
namese and 60,000 U.S. soldiers. Washington engaged 
more than 8 million U.S. military personnel in the effort 
to dominate Indochina during the course of the war. The 
tonnage of bombs dropped over Laos, Cambodia, and 
Vietnam was greater than had been dropped anywhere in 
the world in all previous wars combined. The U.S. gov­
ernment made the Vietnamese pay a high price for their 
determination to control their own country. But Wash­
ington's mighty military machine, pounding a small 
country year after year, could not defeat the popular re­
sistance. 

It remains an historic accomplishment for the workers 
and farmers of Vietnam that they are free of direct impe­
rialist domination. The people of Vietnam today con­
front similar challenges as workers and farmers around 
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the world do resulting from the crisis of the capitalist 
system. But the fact that the U.S. rulers no longer domi­
nate their country gives the workers and farmers of Viet­
nam a tremendous advantage in fighting against the rav­
ages of capitalist exploitation. 

As the anniversary of the war's end gives rise to much 
discussion, it is worth studying the real record of the 
war, a bipartisan effort from beginning to end, and of the 
antiwar movement that mobilized millions. Behind the 
musings of some of those looking back now, like Robert 
McNamara, who headed the Pentagon during part of the 
war, is an attempt to obscure the facts and justify U.S. 
policy, even while describing it as "mistaken." 

One of the most important lessons we can learn by 
studying the history of the war in Vietnam is the impact 
working people can have when they mobilize to defend 
their interests, even against those with substantially 
greater military power and monetary resources. In the 
end, all the efforts of the ''best and the brightest" who 
prosecuted the war were defeated by the tenacious resis­
tance of the Vietnamese people and by the determined 
action, and sometimes extraordinary effort, of ordinary 
people who organized against the war in the United 
States and in other parts of the world. The most powerful 
military machine, the major imperialist nation on earth, 
was defeated. 

The Vietnamese people showed the world it can be 
done, and that is a lesson worth taking to heart. 

'Counterterrorism' 
bill would trample 
hard-won liberties 
BY HARRY RING 

Democrats and Republicans in Congress wasted no 
time after the Oklahoma City bombing in pledging their 
support to a so-called counterterrorism bill sent to the 
legislators earlier by President Bill Clinton. If the bill 
becomes law it will deal a crippling blow to the rights of 
noncitizens and citizens alike. Politicans of both parties 
promised to put the measure on the "fast track," expect­
ing the bomb blast will silence objections to the tram­
pling of civil liberties it contains. 

These are some of the provisions of the bill: 
• The president would be given the power to arbitrar­

ily declare an organization " terrorist." There would be 
no way to appeal this. 

• Noncitzens accused of " terrorism" could be tried by 
a special court in secret session. 

• The accused could be held without bail in preven­
tive detention. 

• If no country will accept a person ordered deported, 
that person can be kept in jail indefinitely. 

• lllegally obtained evidence could be used against 
the accused. 

• The government's right to use wiretaps would be 
expanded. 

• People could be convicted on the basis of secret evi­
dence. 

The draft bill specifically names the Palestine Libera­
tion Organization (PLO) as "terrorist," even while 
Washington and Tel Aviv negotiate Gaza and West 
Bank autonomy with it. 

Entitled the Omnibus Counterterrorism Act of 1995, 
the measure was introduced into Congress February 24 
at Clinton's request. 

In the Senate, it was presented by a bipartisan team of 
Pennsylvania Republican Arlen Specter and Delaware 
Democrat Joseph Biden. It was introduced in the House 
by two Democrats, Charles Schumer of Brooklyn, New 
York, and Norman Dicks of Tacoma, Washington. 

The House judiciary committee held a public hearing 
on the bill April 6. Gregory Nojeim of the American 
Civil Liberties Union told the committee that the bill 
"does substantial damage to the U.S. Constitution." 

CIA rails against slaughter 
Acting CIA chief William Stude man urged passage of 

the bill. He testified that "terrorists" were committing 
''indiscriminate slaughter of innocent men, women, and 
children." His testimony coincided with new revelations 
of the murderous role of the CIA and its hirelings in 
Guatemala. 

An analysis of the bill has been made by the Arab 
American Institute and the Center for National Security 
Studies. 

It explains that the bill creates a new federal 
crime -"international terrorism." But this does not 
cover anything not already deemed a crime. Rather it is 
intended to bypass those democratic safeguards that 
may exist in the statutes it supersedes. 

Federal jurisdiction would apply in any case where 
the alleged victim of terrorism, or the alleged offender, 
is not a U.S. national. This would be the first time na­
tional origin would provide the basis for federal jurisdic­
tion over a crime. It aims a blow at the guarantee of 
equal protection under the law. 

Those charged with terrorism who are here with no 
documents or with temporary visas would be subject to 
preventive detention without even the right to a hearing. 
Permanent residents so detained would be allowed a 
hearing, but the government could use "class­
ified" - secret - information against them. 

Bill creates new crime 
The bill does create a new crime - "terrorist fund­

raising." The president's new powers would include 
prohibiting individuals and organizations in the United 
States from raising funds for organizations in other 
countries declared to be terrorist. This, too, would not be 
subject to appeal. 

And, according to the analysis, disruption of com­
merce could be defined as a "terrorist" activity. This is 
sweeping enough to include striking pickets, antinuclear 
demonstrators, and more. 

In many respects, this ominous new bill sets out to 
establish by legislation what Washington has been try­
ing to accomplish with the eight-year prosecution of the 
Los Angeles Eight. 

Since these Palestine solidarity activists were first 
rounded up, the government has been working to get a 
court decision that they should be deported for allegedly 
supporting "terrorist" activity of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), an affiliate of the 
PLO. And it wants a court decision officially stamping 
the PFLP a terrorist organization. 

In the protracted legal fight, a federal judge has ruled 
that all noncitizens have the same constitutional rights 
as citizens and has also ruled that secret evidence cannot 
be used against the eight. The government is now trying 
to get these key decisions overturned by the court of ap­
peals. 



Strike wins higher pay for Australia car workers 
This column is devoted to re­

porting the resistance by work­
ing people to the employers' as­
sault on their living standards, 
working conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 
short items to this column as a 
way for other fighting workers 
around the world to read about 
and learn from these important 
struggles. Jot down a few lines 
about what is happening in your 
union, at your workplace, or 

"Keep Lilli Ann open!" rang 
through the crisp noon air April 17 
as 200 garment workers, members 
of the International Ladies' Gar­
ment Workers' Union (ILGWU), 
held a rally and informational 
picket line in front of San Fran­
cisco City Hall. 

The workers, primarily immi­
grants from Asia and Latin Amer­
ica, are members of ILGWU Lo­
cal 8 at Lilli Ann Corp., where 
they produce women's dresses, 

ON THE PICKET LINE 
other workplaces in your area, 
including interesting political 
discussions. 

Following a week-long strike, 
workers at BTR Nylex in Mel­
bourne, who produce key compo­
nents for car manufacturing, won 
a 9 percent wage increase over 
two years. 

The walkout began after BTR 
management decided to use non­
union labor on the assembly line. 
But the company was forced to 
back down as the impact of the 
strike hit the car assembly indus­
try. Two of Australia's biggest car 
manufacturers, Ford and Toyota, 
laid off more than 6,000 workers 
April 11 as production ground to 
a halt as a result of the parts-plant 
strike. Employers warned that an­
other 10,000 auto workers would 
be affected if the walkout contin­
ued. 

This is the second industrial 
dispute to hit Ford in recent 
weeks. Last month nearly 2,000 
workers walked off the job to 
protest against losing pay during a 
shutdown that was the result of a 
strike at the Ford plastic division. 

San Francisco garment 
workersjightforjobs 

Chants of "Save our jobs!" and 

suits, and coats. On April 12, the 
company gave notice that it would 
close the factory in 60 days, after 
62 years in business. 

Dozens of Lilli Ann workers, 
including some rally participants, 
have already been laid off over the 
past several months. Union offi­
cials are pressing for the city ad­
ministration to assist in finding a 
new owner to keep the plant in 
operation. 

Rally speakers included Katie 
Quan, manager of the Pacific 
Northwest Council of the IL­
GWU, who spoke in English and 
Cantonese; San Francisco labor 
federation president Walter John­
son; and several members of the 
San Francisco Board of Supervi­
sors - the city council. 

Many of the workers, who car­
ried signs in Chinese, Spanish, 
and English, have worked at the 
plant for more than 20 years. The 
mood of the rally was spirited and 
determined, but many union 
members expressed deep concern 
for the oldest members of the 
workforce. Several younger work­
ers picketed with their arms 
around their oldest co-workers. 

As the ILGWU members 
boarded a bus to return to an after­
noon of work, Quan urged every­
one to attend the union meeting 
that evening. The city agreed to 

Militant/Tim Eliot 
Workers from Justice for Janitors campaign marching in defense of immigrant rights in Los Angeles, 
February 1994. New contract improves wages, seniority rights, and benefits. 

hold hearings on the status of the 
plant 

Los Angeles janitors 
win new contract 

Justice for Janitors members of 
the Hospital and Service Employ­
ees International Union won a vic­
tory in Los Angeles April 3. After 
a four-month campaign of demon­
strations and a rank-and-file jani­
tors convention of 2,000, the ma­
jor janitorial contractors, in con­
junction with the Building Own­
ers Management Association, 
signed a contract Union janitors 
now clean 70 percent of the 
county's commercial office space. 

Previously, the contractors 
threatened to replace many of the 
8,000 unionized janitors with non­
union workers. The management 
association had also demanded 
that workers pay 25 percent of any 
health-care premiums on existing 

or new plans, and had offered only 
minimal wage increases. As part 
of the new contract, janitors won 
a fully paid family health-care and 
dental plan phased in over five 
years. 

Most janitors are immigrant 
workers. Wages ranged from 
$4.45 an hour in the greater Los 
Angeles area, to $6.80 an hour in 
the more organized downtown 
buildings. By the end of this five­
year contract, all workers will re­
ceive between $6.80 to $7.20 an 
hour, with the starting wage being 
only slightly less than top wages. 

At a meeting of more than 1,000 
janitors that voted overwhelm­
ingly to approve the contract, 
union members cautioned that the 
agreement will not end their fight. 
"Management will try to cut our 
hours while trying to force us to 
do the same amount of work," 
said one worker. 

The contract contains provi-

sions against speedup and protec­
tion against layoffs and cutbacks. 
It also includes new seniority 
rights and safeguards against 
company discipline. Some 6,000 
janitors will get paid vacation and 
holidays for the first time. 

" I am emotional because it is 
the first time the janitors at our 
building have won anything," said 
Clara Ramirez, who has cleaned 
offices in Woodland Hills for 10 
years and makes only $4.25 an 
hour. "I haven't heard all the de­
tails but I am very happy." 

Contributors to this week's col­
umn include: Linda Harris, a 
member of Australian Manufac­
turing Workers' Union in Sydney; 
Joan Radin, a member of United 
Transportation Union Local 1732 
in Oakland, California; and Mark 
Friedman, a member of Interna­
tional Association of Machinists 
Local2785 in Los Angeles. 

--LETTERS------------------------------------
Glaring omission 

Although a reader of many 
years, I am considerably put out 
(or is it: put off?) with the Militant 
for your unforgivable glaring 
omission in your editorial of 
March 27: "Nuclear waste, capi­
talist legacy." Oh really? 

How about "Nuclear waste, 
etc., Stalinist legacy?" Try, won't 
you, a follow-up addendum : say 
a "teensy weensy" statement on 
East European pollution, nuclear 
or otherwise- that unfolding 
events after '89- astounded "the 
West": progressive and conserva­
tive alike. 

Please address this issue soon, 
in any case (as I know you have 
done, quite a long while ago) of 
the shameful, criminal misdeeds 
of all kinds in the former so-called 
peoples democrac.ies. 
Mary Shull 
Acton, Ontario 

Editor replies: The Militant has a 
long record of detailing the 
crimes of the Stalinist bureaucra­
cies in the former Soviet Union, 
Eastern Europe, and China- in­
cluding their contempt for the 
lives of working people and the 
environment. Two weeks after our 
editorial appeared, we ran an 
article- one of many in recent 
years- on the continuing devas­
tation posed by the Chernobyl dis­
aster in the Ukraine (see 
'Militant.' April 17, page 11 ). The 
subject of the editorial to which 
reader Shull refers was the U.S. 
nuclear industry. She is correct in 
pointing out that nuclear waste is 
a danger no matter where it is. 
At the same time the greatest 
threat to working people around 

the globe is headquartered in 
Washington. The nuclear legacy 
to humanity will persist until polit­
ical power is taken out of the 
hands of the capitalist warmakers. 

Russian revolution 
Keep up the good work! The 

women's liberation insert (March 
20) was excellent. Some early 
writings on the Russian revolution 
and Lenin and Trotsky would be 
great. 
A reader 
Baltimore, Maryland 

More on Decatur, Illinois 
I am interested in hearing more 

about the fights taking place in 
Decatur, perhaps a comprehen­
sive article about all three strikes 
and the corporate and local gov­
ernment responses, as well as gen­
eral support from the community. 
The Militant is awesome - keep 
it up. 
Pieter Clayton 
Boise, Idaho 

Keep the truth coming 
Thank you for three years of the 

truth. Renew me for two more 

years. 
Guy Blue 
Tacoma, Washington 

Picking nuclear targets 
An article in the April 24 Mili­

tant mentions that Kyoto, the tra­
ditional capital of Japan, was not 
attacked by the U.S. Air Force 
during World War H. But it had a 
close escape. General Groves, 
head of the Manhattan Project, 
wrote, "If we had not recom­
mended Kyoto as an atomic tar­
get, it. .. would most likely have 
been seriously damaged, if not de­
stroyed." 

Cities under consideration as . 
targets for atomic weapons were 
spared conventional air raids so 
that study of the damage would 
reveal the power of the new 
weapons. "I particularly wanted 
Kyoto as a target because .. .it was 
large enough in area for us to gain 
complete knowledge of the effects 
of an atomic bomb. Hiroshima 
was not nearly so satisfactory in 
this respect," Groves wrote. 

Secretary of War Stimson over­
ruled him, sensitive to the impor­
tance of world public opinion on 

Washington's standing in the 
post-war world. With hindsight, 
Groves came to agree, but added 
that Stimson "did not forsee that 
much of the criticism he so 
scrupulously sought to avoid 
would come from American citi­
zens." General Groves's revealing 
book is entitled Now it Can Be 
Told. It also recounts U.S. military 
operations in Germany designed 
to capture or destroy suspected 
sites of German nuclear research 
before the arrival of their French 
and Soviet "allies." 
Chris Morris 
Manchester, England 

Mumia Abu-Jamal 
About 70 people rallied in the 

rotunda in Harrisburg's State 
Capitol March 28 to speak against 
the death penalty. Pennsylvania's 
new administration is pushing for 
a greater use of the death penalty. 
Six weeks into office, Gov. 
Thomas Ridge signed three death 
warrants and promises more. 

The annual rally and lobby day 
was called by Citizens United for 
the Rehabilitation of Errants 
(CURE). Activists came from 

across the state of 
Pennsylvania as well as 
from New York, Mary­
land and Washington, 
D.C. Many came to de­
mand a new trial for 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, a 
well-known political 
prisoner on death row. 
Abu-Jamal was con­
victed in 1981 for the 
shooting death of a 
Philadelphia police of­
ficer. 

Pamela Africa of the 
International Concerned Family 
and Friends of Mumia spoke. "We 
don't know who killed police offi­
cer Daniel Faulkner, but we do 
know that Mumia didn't do it. He 
did not have a fair trial. We de­
mand a trial like they're having 
for O.J. Simpson." Africa, to 
much applause, promised more 
protests if and when Governor 
Ridge sings a death warrant for 
Abu-Jamal, and denounced Black 
state politicians for doing little on 
his behalf. Abu-Jamal has been 
denied full access to his legal de­
fense committee. 

A statement was read from 
Mark Curtis, a member of the So­
cialist Workers Party framed-up 
on rape and burglary charges. 
Glova Scott 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub­
jects of general interest to our · 
readers. Please keep your letters 
brief. 

Where necessary they will be 
abridged. Please indicate if you 
prefer that your initials be used 
rather than your full name. 
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London agrees to Sinn Fein talks 
BY NAOMI CRAINE 
AND NELL WHEELER 

In a significant development for the 
Irish freedom struggle, the British govern­
ment retreated from its previous position 
and agreed April 24 to hold direct, 
ministry-level talks with Sinn Fein. Lon­
don stated that "no subject is excluded 
from the dialogue," including discussing 
the withdrawal of British troops from oc­
cupied Northern Ireland. One of the main 
demands of Sinn Fein over the last few 
weeks has been that Prime Minister John 
Major quit stalling and assign a govern­
ment minister, instead of lower-level offi­
cials, to meet with the republican party. 

Until now, London had insisted it 
would not begin substantive talks until the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) committed 
to disarm completely. Sinn Fein leaders 
have responded that talks should deal with 
"demilitarization'' in the north of Ireland, 
beginning with the British military, which 
has more than 17,000 troops deployed 
there, along with the Bri tish-backed 
10,000-strong Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC). While "decommissioning" of the 
IRA is to be the first point on the agenda 
for the talks, Sinn Fein has made clear it 

U.S. tour by Sinn Fein 
president Gerry Adams 

May 9. Maine May 10. New York 
May 11-13. California 
May 15. Kansas City 

May 16. Cleveland May 17. Chicago 
May 19. Pennsylvania 

May 20-21. Florida 
May 22-25. Washington, D.C. 
For more information C<?llthe 

Friends of Sinn Fein at (212) 290-2353. 

will also raise for discussion the with­
drawal of British troops, disarmament of 
the right-wing unionist paramilitaries, and 
the re lease of Irish political prisoners. 
British minister for Northern Ireland 
Michael Ancram and Sinn Fein leader 
Martin McGuinness are expected to begin 
meeting in Belfast the first week in May. 

"This is a victory for the peace process, 
a victory for all those people who have a 
widespread expectation that we will move 
to all-party peace talks," said McGuinness 
April 24. The next day John Bruton, prime 
minister of the Republic of Ireland, said he 
was i nviting Sinn Fein and the pro-British 
unionist parties in Northern Ireland to hold 
bilateral talks in Dublin. Sinn Fein presi­
dent Gerry Adams commended Bruton's 
offer, but said, " It is of crucial importance 
that the British government is not permit­
ted to set the pace of the peace process. 
We must all move speedily beyond bilat­
erals, whether with the Dublin or London 
governments, into all-party talks led by 
both governments. 

''No one should be misled into believing 
that face-to-face discussion with republi­
cans is going automatically to bring about 
a change of heart by the British govern­
ment," he added. "On their record to date, 
the British will seek to continue their 
stalling tactics." Adams appealed directly 
to Protestant workers, who under British 
rule have been treated by the government 
and employers as a privileged caste in 
Northern Ireland to divide them from 
workers who are Catholic. Referring to 
''the soc ial and economic deprivation of 
working-c lass unionists," the Sinn Fein 
president said, "Take one look at any part 
of this island and the issues are no differ­
ent. British economic policy in Ireland has 
failed, but so have the economic policies 
of successive governments in the 26 coun-

April 2 prisoner support rally in Crossmaglen, Northern Ireland. 

ties" of the Republic. 
If the unionist politic ians are really con­

cerned about working people who are 
Protestant, then they "should join with the 
rest of the people of this island in carving 
out a future for ourselves as equals, de­
manding new structures and new politics 
which are based on the foundation of jobs, 
housing, equality of opportunity, and ac­
cess for all," Adams concluded. 

The fight for the release of political 
prisoners continues to be a focus of activ­
ity for supporters of Irish self-determi­
nation internationally. 

Larry Quinn, editor of the Irish People, 
a republican weekly published in New 
York, described activities of the Saoirse 
campaign in a recent interview. Saoirse is 
a non-party political organization dedi­
cated to the release of all political prison­
ers. Quinn pointed to recent protest rallies 
to free the political prisoners in Crossma­
glen, Northern Ireland, as well as in the 

United States, Canada, Australia, and New 
Zealand. Many events will take place May 
5-7, marking the anniversary of the death 
of Bobby Sands, who along with several 
other political prisoners in Ireland carried 
out a hunger strike in 1981. 

Recent demonstrations, such as com­
memorations of the Easter rising across 
Ireland and around the world, were re­
ported by the Irish People as being the 
largest in many years. 

Quinn said he sensed that since the 
cease-fire, "it has been easier for people to 
come out and say, 'I support you,' without 
fear of reprisal" by the police and RUC. 
"The cease-fire really killed the British," 
he said, "because for years they were say­
ing, 'Put down your guns and we' ll talk.' 
So now that the guns have been put away, 
there 's nothing they can do but negotiate. 
They're not doing all this out of the kind­
ness of their hearts." 

Youth counter rightists in Canada 
At the same time, however, "the British 

are still trying to divide the republican 
movement in Ireland'' and make the Irish 
people pay the highest price for freedom, 
Quinn said. "They've taken some of the 
troops out of the city, but redeployed them 
in the countryside, where they continue to 
harass and brutalize people." CAROLE CARON 

MONTREAL - "Not the church, not 
the state, women must control their fate ," 
shouted 2,500 participants in a protest 
against Human Life International (HLI). 
The U.S.-based antiabortion outfit held its 
14th annual conference here April 19-21. 
Demonstrators came from Montreal, Que­
bec City, Ottawa, Toronto, and Kingston, 
Ontario. 

Founded in 1981 by Paul Marx, HLI 
boasts 53 branches in more than 39 coun­
tries. It actively campaigns against 
women's rights, lesbians and gays, femi­
nism, sex education, and contraception. Its 
literature is full of anti-Jewish and anti­
Muslim propaganda. One of its conference 
workshops in Montreal was originally ti­
tled: ''The Muslim Threat to the World." 
Randall Terry, leader of the right-wing an­
tiabortion group Operation Rescue, was 
one of the keynote speakers at the HLI 
conference. 

The anti-HLI demonstration held on the 
first day of the conference was organized 
by a coalition of some 80 organizations, 
including women's groups, student asso­
ciations, and community and political or­
ganizations. 

Many young people joined the protest. 
"l am here because these people want to 
take us back more than 50 years," said 
Richard. a young unemployed Quebecois. 

''The Young Amazons are here because 
we are against everything that HLI stands 
for," said Anna, one of the two founding 
members of the group. Representatives 
from the Ontario Coalition for Abortion 
Clinics were present with a huge banner. 
Brenda Lee from Toronto explained that 
·•we want to tell them it won' t work here." 

The crowd started to gather around 6:30 
p.m. in the square across from Notre­
Dame Basilica in old Montreal as HLI 
conference delegates arrived to attend a 
mass. Demonstrators were chanting, dane-
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ber of protesters ang walked 
quickly towards their hotel 
without trying to relight can­
dles blown out by the wind. 

The protesters booed and 
chanted "Go home!" and 
"Shame!" They blew whistles 
and horns, and beat drums. 

Chants of, "No to vio­
lence" swept the crowd as 
some eggs, condoms fi lled 
with water, and bottles were 
thrown in the direction of the 
cops. The demonstrators re­
mained focused on what they 
had come to protest. 

Even the daily La Presse, 
which had run an editorial 
against the rally earlier, 
pointed out that the demon­
strators were disciplined and 
serious. 

The cops set an intimidat­
ing atmosphere at the protest, 
lining their cars all the way 
from the closest subway sta­
tion to the church. Hundreds 
of heavily armed riot police 
circled the square. They 
banned the use of loud speak­
ers by the demonstrators, 
making it even harder to or­
ganize the rally. 

Militant/Monica Jones 
Protest at antiabortion HLI conference in Montreal 

Police provocations of 
those opposed to HLI's ideas 
were exposed in an April 21 
article in La Presse that re­
ported an undercover cop, 

ing, and clapping in a spirited manner as 
HLI delegates started to leave the church 
at 8:40 p.m. The rightists were supposed 
to stage a candlelight march under heavy 
police guard through the streets of Mon­
treal back to their hotel rooms. But HLI 
members looked astonished by the num-

pretending to be a university 
student, had infiltrated the coalition. After 
chanting anti-HLI slogans at the demon­
stration, she proceeded to arrest one young 
protester. 

At the end of the demonstration, when 
only a few hundred were still in the streets, 

Continued on Page 12 

Defend Irish Prisoners 
Calendar of events 

Belfast 
Hunger Str ike Commemoration. 
Speaker: Pat Doherty. vice president of 
Sinn Fein. Sun .. May 7. 3 p.m. Belfast 
City Hall. 

London 
Create Peace, Unite Ireland. Speak­
ers: Maltin McGuinness, Sinn Fein; rep­
resentative. Saoirse; others. Sun .. May 
7. 2 p.m. Conway Hall. Red Lion Square. 

New York City 
Saolrse Campaign Hunger Strike 
Commemoration. Sat .. May 6, 3 p.m. -
5 p.m. East 51st St. and Third 1\ve. So­
cial to follow at The Cloccamorra. Third 
1\ve. and 23rd St. Tel: (212) 736-1916. 
First Debate Between Slnn Fein and 
Unionist Political Party Representa­
tives In Northern Ireland, Ireland, 
Britain, or the U.S. Speakers: Gerry 
O'Hara. Del'()' city councillor and chair 
of Sinn Fein Six County Executive. and 
Christopher McCimpsey, Belfast city 
councillor and former honorary secre­
tary of the Ulster Unionist Party. Mon .. 
May 8. 7 p.m. Fordham University, Rose 
Hill Campus. Southern Blvd. Fordham 
Rd., Bronx. Tel: (718) 817-4340. 

Long Branch, New Jersey 
Saolrsc/Hunger Strike Commemora­
tion. Sponsored by New Jersey Irish 
Northern Aide. Sun .. May 7, 5 p.m. 
Jack's Rib and 1\Je House. Brighton 1\ve. 
Tel: (908) 571 -5184 

Washington, D.C. 
11th Annual Memorial Mass for the 
Irish Hunger Strikers. Sun., May 7, 10 
a.m. Holy Redeemer College, 3112 7th 
Sr., NE. 


