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N. Carolina 
tire strikers 
lead Labor 
Day parade 
BY JEANNE FITZMAURICE 
AND FLOYD FOWLER 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina- "What 
do we want? A contract! "When do we want 
it? Now!" 

Striking Continental General Tire workers, 
members of the United Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) Local 850, led the first
ever Labor Day parade in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. At least 3,000 rubber workers, ma
chinists, truck drivers, electricians, tobacco 
plant workers, and others marched from 
downtown Charlotte to Independence Park. 

"I didn't think it would be this big. It's 
beautiful! People are tired of the way cor
porations are running over people. This 
parade shows the whole South that you have 
to organize. This parade today sends ames
sage to Continental General, no doubt about 
it!" said John Froneberger, a striker from 
USWA Local850. 

Earl Propst, Local 850 president, said at 
the rally that the rubber workers have been 
fighting for "351 days- into the 51st week" 
against Continental, fighting for their jobs and 
for a contract that limits overtime and sub
contracting. Local850 is also signing up strik
ers for a bus to the September 11 rally 

Continued on Page 12 

Socialists 
report success 
in selling 
'CapitalisiD's 
World 
Disorder' 
BY MARY MARriN 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -A team of Mili
tant supporters spent two days in the Peters
burg, Virginia, area talking to farmers who 
are fighting to stay on the land, steelworkers 
who had struck the Newport News shipyard 
and their supporters, and visiting bookstores 
suggested by these workers to place copies 
of Capitalism's World Disorder: Working
Class Politics at the Millennium. 

At a U.S. government settlement appli
cation meeting for farmers, six copies of the 
Militant and one copy of the International 
Socialist Review supplement to the Mili
tant were sold. 

Earlier this year a ruling was handed down 
on a class-action suit against the U.S. 
Deptartment ofAgriculture brought by thou
sands of farmers who are Black, charging 
discrimination in loan policies. The U.S. 
government was forced to admit to this dis
crimination, which drove thousands offarm
ers off the land and others to the brink of 
bankruptcy. Hoping to quell the farmers' 
momentum, the government agreed to pay 
settlements to those who could document 
discrimination to a judge's satisfaction. 

In a final round of settlement application 
sessions held in Virginia, a few dozen farm
ers and their supporters came not only from 
Virginia but from Georgia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina to seek compen-

Continued on Page 7 

Puerto Rican independence 
fighters set to win release 
Backers press White House to free them without delay 
BYHARVEYMcARI'HUR 

CHICAGO-Eleven Puerto Rican 
political prisoners, most of whom have 
spent two decades in U.S. prisons because 
of their pro-independence actions, are due 
to be released soon under a "pardon" is
sued by U.S. president William Clinton. 
The victory is the result of an interna
tional campaign on their behalf that over 
the years has won broad backing. 

In Puerto Rico, as well as in New York 
and this city, where the defense campaign 
has been the strongest, preparations are 
being made to welcome the indepen
dentistas back to the struggle. 

As the Militant goes to press, however, 
White House and U.S. prison authorities 
are delaying the release of the 11. Sup
porters of the political prisoners are de
manding their immediate release, charg
ing that the delaying tactics are aimed at 
disrupting plans for all the prisoners to 
come out together and join the victory 
celebrations. On September 7 the 11 pro
independence fighters, together with a 
12th prisoner who would be eligible for 
release in five years, agreed to the condi
tions stipulated by Clinton for being freed 

Continued on Page 8 
Militant/Martin Koppel 

Students atAugust 29 demonstration in San Juan demand immediate release ofpoUtical prisoners 

E. Timorese defy thugs in independence 
vote, imperialists prepare to send troops 
BYBOBAIKEN 
AND DOUG COOPER 

SYDNEY, Australia-In a massive repu
diation of nearly 24 years of Indonesian rule 
and months of terror by rightist death squads, 
78.5 percent ofEast Timorese voted for inde
pendence in anAugust 30 referendum on East 
Timor's future. As the Militant goes to press, 
the imperialist powers are preparing for mili
tary intervention. The Australian govern
ment has offered to lead an international 
force to East Timor and provide 2,000 
troops. U.S. secretary of state Madeleine 
Albright is taking part in talks on the situa
tion with the foreign ministers of Australia, 
Britain, Canada, Japan, and New Zealand. 

United Nations Security Council presi
dent Peter van Walsum of the Netherlands 

stated September 8 that "if the security situ
ation does not improve ... the council will 
need to consider further action." If an occu
pying force is assembled, it will likely take 
place under the United Nations flag. 

Economic sanctions against the Indone
, sian government, which rules East Timor, 
are also being discussed. These measures 
include the possible withdrawal of Interna
tional Monetary Fund loans to the crisis
ridden country. Jakarta has rejected calls 

, for "armed peacekeepers" and has declared 
martial law in the territory. It has pledged 
to reinforce the 20,000 soldiers and police 
it has stationed there. 

To win support for possible military action, 
the imperialists are relying on the impact on 
public opinion of the reign of terror imposed 

Capitalism's World Disorder: 
Working-Class Politics at the Millennium 

JACK BARNES 
"The nightmare unfolding across the Americas and 

elsewhere is not born of chaos. It is the product of 
the lawful, predictable, irreversible, and unreformable 
inner workings-the 'value relations'-oftheworld 
capitalist system. 

"This is the outcome of the lawful functioning of 
parasitic imperialism. There is no mystery to it; it is 
perfectly comprehensible. 

"What is less comprehensible to the rulers- and 
more comprehensible to workers -are the struggles 
these workings of capitalism will engender. What's 
more, this imperialist reality is also a damned good 
reason for the toilers to overthrow those who benefit 
from and defend the capitalist system .... " 

Available from bookstores, induding those listed on page 12. 

by rightist East Timorese thugs organized in 
militias by a section of the Indonesian mili
tary officer caste. According to press reports 
up to 200,000 people have been forced to flee 
East Timor since the referendum results were 
announced September 4. 

Observers say the capital, Dili, lies deserted 
and in ruins. The arson and massacres that 
have detonated this exodus are the handiwork 
of the forces that suffered a huge defeat at the 
ballot box at the end of August. 

First opportunity ever to vote 
"This is our chance to start as a new nation. 

It's like being reborn," beamed 23-year-old 
Jairson Da Silva Rosa after casting his vote 
in the Sydney suburb ofLiverpool. Nine poll-

Continued on Page 3 
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Student strike in Mexico 
Student protests have kept Mexico's 

largest university closed for more than 
four months. OnApril20 students at the 
NationalAutonomous University, which 
has an enrollment of270,000, began their 
strike against the university admini
stration's plans to charge tuition of $150 
a year. After seven weeks the adminis
tration backed down, saying the fees 
would not be obligatory. The students 
decided to continue their action, explain
ing that they are striking in support of 
education as a social right for all. 

Workers and farmers protest austerity in Brazil 
of DDT, an insecticide 
with proven harmful ef
fects to wildlife, and pos
sibly to human beings. The 
chemical has been banned 
or restricted in the U.S. 
and many other countries. 
Scientists campaigning for 
its use against mosquitoes 
that carry the parasite say 
that treatments and alter
native preventive mea
sures are too expensive. 

Strikers guard barricades blocking the 
university entrances. They organizethem
selves at nighttime assemblies, and have 
held frequent rallies and marches. 
Counterdemonstrations, involving some 
students and faculty and administration 
members, have also been mounted, re
flecting a widerpolarization. Members 
of the largest union ofblue collar work
ers on campus have worked without pay 
to assist the strikers. 

White House probes vs. Iraq 

Snooping powers 
for FBI boosted 

A new White House report lays the 
basis for stepped-up bullying oflraq. 
Sent to Congress August 23, it states 
that U.S. spies are monitoring Iraqi sites 
for signs of alleged production of"weap
ons of mass destruction." The report 
also claims concern about Baghdad's 
purchase of"dual use" materials, with 

Up to 90,000 workers and farmers demonstrated in the Brazilian capital of Brasilia August 26. Organized by 
unions and opposition parties, participants chanted, "FHC out, IMF out!," targeting President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso and the International Monetary Fund. In November last year the IMF loaned $41.5 million to Cardoso's 
government, which has undertaken a severe austerity drive. 

Standards adopted by 
the Federal Communica
tions CommissionAugust 
27 for cellular phones give 
increased powers to gov
ernment snoops. Informa
tion required of phone 
companies will facilitate 
the police tapping of con
ference calls, including 
after the stated target of 
an inquiry has left the con
versation. Federal and lo
cal spy agencies will also 
be able to pinpoint the lo
cation of a cell phone user, 
and to determine whether 
features like call waiting 
and call forwarding are be-

both civilian and weapons applications. 
Washington calls for resuming weapons in

spections under the UN Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) and supports a Dutch-British pro
posal for an aggressive inspection regime. 
UNSCOM inspectors were withdrawn from Iraq 
last December, after four months of Iraqi pro
tests about their intrusive investigations. The 
same day Washington and London launched a 
sustained bombing campaign named Operation 
Desert Fox. Since then, U.S. and British war
planes have carried out almost daily bombing 
raids on Iraq, as they patrol the "no fly zones" 
imposed on the country after the 1991 Gultwar. 

1,000 workers rally in Jakarta 
Dressed in their blue-and-white uniforms, 

more than 1,000 supermarket workers ral
lied in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta 
September I. Employed by the Hero super
market chain, they gathered outside the 
company's head office to demand a wage 
increase of 50 percent. Fourteen of Hero's 
Jakarta city stores were represented. 

The owners and managers fmally agreed 
to meet 11 workers' representatives, but 
turned down the demand for an immediate 
raise. "There [were] no concrete results 
for us," said one of the workers' spokes
people. The protesters made plans to call 
on Hero workers in the neighboring cities 
ofBekasi, Tangerang, and Bogor- part of 
the greater Jakarta area in which the firm 
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has 40 supermarkets- to join a stoppage and 
rally. This "massive strike will make the owner 
suffer large losses, and he will think twice 
about his attitude to our requirements," one of 
the workers commented. 

Calls to cancel debt in Africa 
Finance ministers and central bank gover

nors from 17 countries inAfrica met in Nairobi, 
Kenya, at the end of August, where many ar
gued for the cancellation of their foreign debt. 
Festus G. Mogae, the president of Botswana, 
said collapsing commodity prices are exacer
bating the debt crisis. 

African nations owe unpayable sums to im
perialist banks and governments. Of the 41 
"Heavily Indebted Poor Countries" listed by 
the World Bank, 33 are inAfiica. To cite one 
example, Ethiopia's debt of$10 billion stands 
at 13 times its 1996 export income, nearly 
half of which went to debt payments. The 
social costs of this burden are illustrated by 
the fact that in the continent, only South Af
rica spends more on health care than on debt 
service. 

Malaria on the rise 
Malaria is making a deadly comeback. Ac

cording to the World Health Organization the 
tropical disease infects 300 to 500 million 
people each year. It kills up to 2.7 million 
people annually, most of them children in 
semi-colonial countries. This toll is being 
used to drum up support for the rehabilitation 
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ing used. Text messages 
sent over cellular connec

tions can also be monitored. 
Communication intercepts approved by 

courts have nearly doubled over the past de
cade, among them taps on cell phones. U.S. 
attorney general Janet Reno said the ruling will 
assist "law enforcement." Jim Dempsey of the 
Center for Democracy and Technology said that 
"the commission ruled against privacy and in 
favor of expanded FBI surveillance." 

Ballot on affirmative action 
A ballot initiative armounced inAugust tar

gets affirmative action programs in Florida. 
The initiative's backers hope to end measures 
that have helped boost the proportion of stu
dents and employees who are Black, of other 
oppressed nationalities, and women in col
leges and in public employment. They pro
pose to place this on the ballot in the presi
dential elections in 2000. One of the prime 
movers of the proposal, businessman Ward 
Connerly, helped promote similar measures 
passed in California and Washington State in 
1996and 1998. 

Connerly has formed a group named the 
American Civil Rights Institute. Supporters 
of the initiative claim it defends equality for 
all, presenting it as a civil rights measure. 
Affirmative action programs were largely a 
product of massive civil rights struggle in the 
decades after World War II. They were forged 
to address the deep inequalities that pervade 
U.S. society. 

-FRANK EVANS 
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Imperialists prepare to 
send troops to East Timor 
Continued from front page 
ing centers were established in Sydney, 
Melbourne, Perth, and Darwin to allow 12,000 
EastTimorese exiles inAustralia aged 17 and 
older to join some 440,000 others voting in 
East Timor and elsewhere. The overall turn
out was an estimated 98.6 percent. 

"This is our first opportunity to vote in 450 
years-from the Portuguese colonial era 
through the Indonesian occupation till now," 
activist Brian Da-Luz said, as he handed out 
campaign leaflets from the National Coun
cil of Timorese Resistance (CNRT), the 
proindependence umbrella organization, to 
hundreds lined up to vote in Liverpool. 

In East Timor, referendum organizers in 
the UN-supervised self-determination poll 
were reportedly amazed that half the regis
tered voters had queued by dawn at many 
of the 200 polling stations, with many in the 
countryside walking all night in their Sun
day best to vote. The turnout and result came 
despite months of terror and intimidation as 
Indonesian police and military looked on. 
There are more than I 0,000 Indonesian 
troops and 8,000 police currently occupy
ing East Timor. Rightist activity was sharply 
curtailed on voting day, with only six poll
ing centers shut, but picked up again imme
diately after. 

May 5 UN agreement 
Voters had to tick off an answer to one of 

two questions: "Do you accept the proposed 
special autonomy for East Timor within the 
Unitary State of the Republic oflndonesia?" 
or "Do you reject the proposed special au
tonomy for East Timor, leading to East 
Timor's separation from Indonesia?" 

The governments of Indonesia and Por
tugal agreed May 5 in tripartite negotiations 
with UN officials to a three-phase timetable 
that may lead to independence for East 
Timor in three to four years. Phase I ran from 
May 5 until the vote. Phase II lasts until the 
Indonesian parliament meets, probably in 
November, to consider the referendum re
sults. 

The parliament was the body that annexed 
East Timor in 1976 after Indonesian forces 
invaded and occupied the country in Decem
ber 1975, overthrowing the new government 
headed by Fretilin, the national liberation 
movement that led the struggle against Portu
guese colonial rule. Jakarta's pretext was im
posing "peace" following a three-week civil 
war initiated by pro-Indonesian political 
forces. 

Canberra was the only imperialist gov
ernment to ever formally recognize the an
nexation, which until December 1998 it con
sidered "irreversible." Should the parliament 
agree to respect the massive vote for inde
pendence and repeal the annexation, as In
donesian president B.J. Habibie has publicly 
pledged, East Timor will become a UN pro
tectorate for three to four years before inde
pendence, according to the terms of the May 
5 agreement. 

Divisions among rulers 
The unbreakable spirit of resistance by 

East Timor's workers and peasants reflected 
in decades of armed struggle, mass mobili
zations, and now in the vote has caused di
visions over the last year among Indonesia's 
rulers and forced a change in course by U.S. 
imperialism and smaller imperialist powers 
like Australia and New Zealand. The Portu
guese government, headed by the Socialist 
Party for much of the last 25 years, has long 
postured as an ally of the freedom struggle. 

Indonesia's more than two-year-old eco
nomic crisis forced the rulers to jettison the 
32-year authoritarian rule of President Su
harto in May 1998. Suharto was replaced 
by Habibie, his vice president, who will 
govern until the parliament chooses a re
placement coming out ofthe June 1999 In
donesian election. 

Habibie' s decision to permit a referendum 
has not been universally supported among 
the rulers in Jakarta. Sections of the ruling 
class, in particular part of the military of
ficer caste who are capitalists in their own 
right, fear the consequences of allowing East 
Timor to become independent in the face of 
growing instability and separatist move
ments inAceh and West Papua (Irian Jaya). 
Others, with Habibie in the lead, have decided 
they must jettison East Timor to restabilize 
their rule in the world's fourth most populous 

nation. 
Jakarta has come under increasing pres

sure on East Timor from various imperialist 
powers who have become more and more 
alarmed at the growing political instability. 

Leading up to the referendum, Stanley 
Roth, U.S. assistant secretary of state for 
East Asia and the Pacific, told the National 
Press Club in Canberra August 26, "It won't 
be business as usual.. .. They [the Indone
sian government] will pay a price if this is 
not managed well." 

Hamish McDonald, foreign editor of the 
Sydney Morning Herald, opined August 7, 
"By all means, keep up the moral pressure 
on Jakarta, and keep up the threats that World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund fi
nance, military equipment, and so on might 
be hard to justify if it allows a bloodbath in 
Timor." 

Australian foreign minister Alexander 
Downer met with Indonesian presidential 
front-runner and bourgeois opposition leader 
Megawati Sukamoputri July 28, who immedi
ately shifted her position that East Timor could 
not separate from Indonesia. In a July 29 
speech, she stated that while still opposing 
independence, if elected president she too 
would recognize a pro independence vote. 

Timorese respond to rightist terror 
In the immediate aftermath of the August 

30 vote, rightist gangs went on the rampage, 
burning dozens ofhouses and setting up road
blocks in Dili, and in three northwest towns, 
Maliana, Liquica, and Gleno. Four Timorese 
employed by the UN were among those killed, 
with a further six missing. 

The leaders of the anti-independence mili
tias, as they are described in the big-business 
press, are closely tied to Indonesian military 
officers, who supply them and direct their ac
tivities. 

Many members are unemployed youth or 
thugs attracted by the pay. Others have been 
press-ganged under threat ofbeatings or death. 

The gangs have massacred an estimated 
400 people since they were unleashed in Janu
ary, burned hundreds of homes, and created 
tens of thousands of refugees, but proved inad
equate to the task of preventing a massive 
vote for independence. These outfits have of
ten clashed with Timorese workers, farmers, 
and youth defending their neighborhoods and 
villages. 

On July 16, the first day of voter registra
tion, for instance, hundreds of villagers 
turned out to enroll in Liquica in defiance of 
the BMP gang, which has killed dozens of 
people in the district. In Salesa the same day 
villagers repulsed an attack by local thugs, kill
ing one. OnAugust 27 villagers in Memo, near 
Maliana, expecting an attack, rang warning 
bells as 300 rightists escorted by Indonesian 
police approached. They armed themselves 
with rocks, spears, machetes, and swords and 
repulsed the attack. 

Throughout the registration period, and 
during the two-week campaign prior to the 
ballot, UN representatives repeatedly called 
on the Indonesian police- part of the repres
sive force in East Timor for the last quarter 
century - to restore law and order in face of 
the rightist campaign. UN secretary-general 
KofiAnnan twice postponed the vote. 

Mass mobilizations 
The relationship of forces on the ground 

was also shown by massive turnouts at 
proindependence rallies. Some 5,000 people 
attended the August 15 opening of the Na
tional Council ofTimorese Resistance cam
paign offices in Dili. The offices were at
tacked and sacked by theAitarak thugs Au
gust 26 as Indonesian police stood by. 

Hundreds of university students returned to 
East Timor from Indonesia to mobilize sup
port for independence. 

Over August 19-20 up to 10,000 people 
took part in celebrations of the anniversary 
of Falantil, held in the mountains at 
Waimori. Falantil is the guerrilla army that 
has waged an armed struggle against the 
Indonesian occupation. It has maintained a 
cease-fire since early 1999 with many of its 
fighters regrouped in mountain camps. 

In Dili August 25, more than 10,000 
poured into the streets in a huge, jubilant rally, 
despite appeals from some independence lead
ers against mass gatherings for fear of provok
ing anti-independence gangs. "They have 
come out to say that we are still here, that we 

will not be intimidated," 
CNRT leader DavidXimenes 
said. "We have fought for our 
freedom and now they have 
to give it to us," he told the 
crowd 

The following day at least 
five people were killed in an 
Aitarak rampage that in
cluded attacks on foreign jour
nalists. Proindependence 
youth in many neighborhoods 
stood up to the heavily armed 
thugs, killing at least one. 

Imperialist intervention 
Military preparations for 

imperialist intervention have 
also deepened. Australian 
army forces have been placed 
on standby, ready to intervene 
on the pretext of restoring or
der. A British warship in the 
region, the HMS Glasgow, is 
on alert. 

Imperialist pressure has 
intensified on the Indonesian 
government to permit a large 

Top, line at polling station in EastTimor. Hundreds of thousands turned out for referen
dum and voted overwhelmingly for independence. Below, residents in Dili arm them
selves to defend their neighborhood against attack by pro-Jakarta militias. 

"peacekeeping" force in East Timor under the 
UN flag in the immediate aftermath of the 
referendum result. 

Intervention independent of the UN by Aus
tralian, New Zealand, Japanese, and U.S. 
forces-ignoring the diplomatic formalities 
of obtaining Indonesian government agree
ment-has also been posed. Donald 
McKinnon, the New Zealand foreign minis
ter, called September 1 for such intervention 
by "like-minded" countries if the situation 
deteriorated. ButAustralian defense minister 
John Moore said that while Canberra was pre
pared for evacuations, ''Troops from Australia 
will not go in unless it's at the invitation of the 
United Nations with the sanction of Indone
sia." 

Some 7,000 U.S. troops are currently en
gaged in joint exercises with the Australian 
Defence Force (ADF) in north Queensland. 

A report that contingency planning by the 
U.S. Pacific Command includes, as one op
tion, sending 15,000 U.S. troops to East Timor, 
in "extreme circumstances," on the pretext of 
stopping large-scale violence by the rightist 
groups, was leaked to the Australian press 
August10. 

Washington responded that it has "no plans 
to send U.S. forces to East Timor, indepen
dently ofthe UN." But U.S. assistant secre
tary of state Roth said September 2, "At this 
point, we would have to consider all the dif
ferent options depending on the situation on 
the ground; depending on the position of the 
Indonesian government." 

UN forces in Phase II are due to be bol
stered with an increase of military liaison of
ficers from 50 to 350, with civilian police num
bers increased by 460 to over 730. Plans for a 
UN force of up to 15,000 troops, ostensibly for 
Phase lli after the parliament meets in Jakarta, 
are also being put in place. 

Australian forces are on standby to play a 

central role in such a force. The Australian 
army has assembled its largest combat-ready 
military force since the Vietnam War. It now 
has two brigades on "28-day preparedness" 
notice, with significant units on higher alert. 

Fourteen Blackhawk helicopters recently 
arrived at Tindall airbase, near Katherine in 
the Northern Territory, fitted with long-range 
fuel tanks that enable them to fly nonstop to 
Dili. They are on "30-minute standby," along 
with hundreds of soldiers. 

The 3rd Brigade, based in Townsville, 
Queensland, has over 3,000 troops, and the new 
ready response unit, the Darwin-based 1st Bri
gade, has 325 armored vehicles. With 2,100 
troops in Darwin, the brigade also has artil
lery and parachute regiments based in Syd
ney. 

Most supporters ofEast Timorese indepen
dence around the world favor intervention. 
They have taken their lead from CNRT lead
ers, including the imprisoned Xanana Gusmao. 
CNRT representative in Australia Joao 
Carrascalao said September 2, the Indonesians 
"will try to destroy the country as much as 
they can and only the deployment of an inter
national peacekeeping force will deter them." 

Meanwhile, CNRT leader Jose Ramos
Horta is in the United States to ask the World 
Bank and Congress to impose comprehensive 
sanctions on Indonesia, whose workers and 
peasants continue to reel under the impact of 
the devastating economic crisis. 

While the imperialist powers hope to re
strain proindependence fighters and organize 
an orderly transition, the situation remains 
highly volatile. East Timor's toilers have 
placed themselves ,in a stronger position to 
have the last word. 

BobAiken is a member of the Australian Manu
facturing Workers' Union. Doug Cooper is a 
member of the Maritime Union of Australia. 
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Youth conference: 
'We must fight to 
change world 
capitalism offers' 
BY CAROL VILLANUEVA 
AND MANUEL GONZALEZ 

HAVANA - "The century is closing, 
and humanity views the future with greater 
uncertainty and concern than ever," read the 
call for the August 15-19 International 
Seminar ofYouth and Students oil Neo1ib
era1ism, which drew more than 500 students 
and young workers from 62 countries. 

"The crisis of the financial markets, 
growth of corruption, unemployment, pov
erty, child prostitution, and juvenile crime, 
among other evils ... are the great challenges 
humanity confronts. Changing those pros
pects, requires, above all, the active partici
pation of youth - those to whom the 21st 
century belongs." 

The gathering was sponsored and orga
nized by several Cuban youth organizations, 
including the Union ofYoung Communists 
(UJC}, the Federation of University Stu
dents, the federation of High School Stu
dents, and the Center of Studies on Youth. 
The Continental Organization of Latin 
American and Caribbean Students 
(OCLAE}, and the regional coordinating 
committee for Latin America and the Car
ibbean of the World Federation of Demo
cratic Youth also sponsored the event. 

Much of the political discussion during 
the conference took place in workshops on 
the themes of youth participation, employ
ment, environment and development, cul
ture and identity, social exclusion, and stu
dent movements. 

Ricardo Alarcon, president of Cuba's 
National Assembly, addressed the Youth and 
Participation workshop. Alarcon described 
neoliberalism as one variant of the "policy 
of capitalism, which is imposed on the world 
beneath that deceitful name." He pointed to 
the lack of access to education and employ
ment, and other effects of these policies on 
youth, as examples of what capitalism has 
to offer humanity today. 

The Cuban leader condemned the rapa
cious imperialist attacks on working people 
the world over- from the U.S.-NATO as
sault on the working people ofYugoslavia, 
to the U.S. bombings oflraq and Sudan, to 
Washington's economic war against Cuba, 
and the denial by the imperialist powers of 
nations' rights to self-determination. 

Alarcon concluded his presentation by 
stressing the necessity for youth and students 
to become involved in the struggles of the 
working class, stating, "We have to reclaim 
our role in social change, reclaim our duty 
to act together with others fighting for so
cial change - primarily the working class." 

Delegations from the Americas, Africa 
Seminar participants came from almost 

every country ofLatinAmerica and the Car
ibbean. Those from Africa included repre-

sentatives from the African National Con
gress Youth League of South Africa, the 
South West African Peoples' Organization 
(SWAPO) from Namibia, and others from 
Burkina Faso and the Congo. 

The largest delegation came from Mexico, 
numbering almost 100 participants. The 
majority of them were affiliated with the 
Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD}, 
one of the main bourgeois liberal parties in 
Mexico. Some of the delegates were students 
active in the student strike at the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico 
(UNAM}, protesting the government's at
tempt to impose tuition fees and cut access 
to public education. 

There were also large delegations from 
Venezuela and Puerto Rico. The Puerto 
Rican delegation included members of a 
number of political organizations, includ
ing the Federation of Pro-Independence 
University Students (FUPI}, Socialist Front, 
and the New Independence Movement. 

Twenty-three participants came from the 
United States. Many of them learned about 
the conference through the tour of two Cu
ban youth leaders, Luis Ernesto Morejon and 
Itamys Garcia, who spoke at university cam
puses in several U.S. cities earlier this year. 
The delegation from the United States in
cluded students and workers involved in a 
range of activity, including a Puerto Rican 
independentista from San Francisco and a 
number of activists in fights against police 
brutality and for immigrants' rights. 

Other delegations came from China, Viet
nam, Italy, Russia, Iraq, Lebanon, and the 
Basque Country. The Young Socialists sent 
a delegation of two from the U.S. There were 
also representatives from the Young Social
ists in Canada and Sweden. 

Education is a right 
The right to education, and how to achieve 

that right, was discussed in practically all 
the workshops. One of the student strikers 
from Mexico commented that education is 
becoming more privatized and accessible 
only to those who can afford it. That's what 
their fight is about. 

A youth from Guinea who is the presi
dent of the foreign exchange students orga
nization at his university spoke about Cuba's 
exemplary education system, saying it was 
a model for fighting youth to emulate. Edu
cation in Cuba is free and accessible to all 
Cubans-one of the conquests of the 1959 
revolution when workers and farmers took 
power in this country. 

Conference participants had the opportu
nity to see for themselves an aspect of the 
Cuban education system, and an example 
of the international solidarity that has been 
at the heart of the Cuban revolution for 40 
years. On the last day of the seminar, par-
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To Speak the l'nth 
Why Washington's 'Cole/War' against Cuba 
Doesn't End 
FIDEL CASTRO 
CHEGUEVARA 
In historic speeches 
before the United 
Nations and UN 
bodies, Guevara and 
Castro address the 
workers of the 
world, explaining 
why the U.S. gov
ernment so hates 
the example set by 
the socialist revolution in Cuba and why 
Washington's effort to destroy it will fail. 
$16.95 

Available from bookstores, including those listed 
on page 12, or write Pathfinder, 41 OWest St., 
NewYork,NY 10014.Tel:(212) 741-0690.Fax: 
(212) 727-0ISO.When ordering by mail, please 
include $3 to cover shipping and handling. 

Che luenra 
and the 
lmpenaljst 
ReaiHy 
MARY-ALICEWATERS 
Ernesto Che Guevara 
was among the most 
outstanding leaders 
to emerge from the 
millions of men and 
women who have 
made the socialist 
revolution in Cuba, changing the history of 
our epoch. These pages highlight the interna
tionalist perspective that Guevara, as part of 
the Cuban leadership, acted on -from Viet
nam to Cuba, from Africa to Latin America 
and the United States. Waters explains how 
Che's course strengthened by the working 
class and its allies within the center of world 
capitalism itself while improving the odds in 
the worldwide struggle. 
In English and Spanish. $3.50 
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Young people and workers must fight for "globalization of solidarity" in face of capi
talist system that creates ever new crises affecting overwhelming majority of human
ity, said Cuban president Fidel Castro at international youth conference in Havana. 

ticipants visited the Latin American School 
of Medicine, where 1,658 students from 15 
countries throughout LatinAmerica are cur
rently enrolled, all with full scholarships. 
Like all Cuban students, these international 
youth pay no tuition and receive books, edu
cational materials, housing, food, and health 
care free of charge. 

Carlos Flores, a representative of the stu
dents, expressed their gratitude to the Cu
ban revolution on behalf of all the students 
at the Latin American School of Medicine. 
He urged participants in the conference to 
get out the facts about Cuba when they re
turn home, to break through the distorted 
image that is perpetuated by Washington and 
other opponents of the revolution. 

Another thread of discussion was on cul
ture and development, which was the theme 
of a presentation by Cuban minister of cul
ture Abel Prieto at the closing ceremony of 
the conference. Prieto's speech addressed the 
negative effects of the capitalist media in the 
United States on the various cultures through 
out Latin America. He pointed out that the 
means of mass cominunication are essen
tial in forming consciousness, and contrasted 
the situation in Cuba, where the means of 
communication are in the hands of a social
ist government that defends the interests of 
workers, farmers, and youth. This fact, 
Prieto said, greatly contributes to the politi
cal and cultural education of all society. 

Prieto welcomed questions and comments 
following his talk. One of the advocates of 
Puerto Rican independence from the island 
asked how national identity can be preserved 
without falling into nationalism. How can 
revolutionaries keep an internationalist per
spective? 

Prieto answered by saying that Cubans 
have learned more about their identity and 
cultural history. The rich culture and tradi
tions of Cuban society have been strength
ened through international missions and in
ternationalist perspective, Prieto added. 
These missions range from the 300,000 vol
unteer soldiers who fought against the South 
African invasion of Angola and the forces 
backed by imperialism in the 1970s and 80s, 
to the hundreds of Cuban doctors volunteer
ing in post-apartheid South Africa and in 
Central America today. 

Involvement in working-class struggles 
The workshop on Youth and Employment 

addressed the challenges faced by the work
ing class, in particular young workers. The 
discussion focused on the concentration of 
capital in the hands of a few, the slashing of 
jobs and working conditions that is one of 
the goals of the sell-off of state-owned com
panies to private owners and imperialist in
vestors, lack of employment opportunities, 
and cutbacks in social programs. Many par
ticipants gave concrete examples of the 
fights that have broken out in their coun
tries as companies push to increase work 
loads, speed up production lines, and cut 
wages. 

A number of students who have recently 
been a part of student and working-class 
struggles spoke at the Student Movement 

workshop. Student strikers from Mexico 
spoke not only about their fight but about 
joint picket lines they have organized with 
electrical workers from Mexico City, who 
are resisting government attempts to priva
tize the electrical company. A number of stu
dents from around the word cited examples 
of similar struggles to push back the rulers' 
attempts to privatize public education and 
transfer the costs of education onto the backs 
of individual students and their families. 

Delegates also discussed the role of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank in deepening the imperialist plunder 
of the nations of Latin America, Asia, and 
Africa. A very popular demand .that was 
raised in each workshop was to cancel the 
Third World debt. 

Some of the independentistas from Puer
to Rico spoke about the telephone workers' 
strike last year and the general strike that 
swept the island in support of their fight 
against the sale of the phone company to 
the U.S. communications giant GTE. 

At the workshop on the environment 
Zulma Oliveras, a supporter of Puerto Rican 
independence from San Francisco, spoke 
about the environmental devastation caused 
by the U.S. Navy occupation of the island 
of Vieques. Washington uses the Puerto 
Rican island for live ammunition and bomb
ing practice, as well as the testing of napalm, 
she explained. The demand for the U.S. 
Navy to leave Vieques was one ofthe main 
themes of a 50,000-strong demonstration in 
San Juan, the capital of Puerto Rico, Au
gust29. 

Some delegates spoke of the protest cam
paigns that have been waged worldwide 
against Washington's bombing ofYugosla
via earlier this year, and against the contin
ued attacks against Iraq. One of the delegates 
from Iraq made an appeal to the conference 
participants to continue protesting the U.S. 
rulers' campaign to further violate the sov
ereignty oflraq and the economic sanctions 
imposed on his country. 

Addressing the closing session, Cuban 
president Fidel Castro returned to the need 
to put an end to the capitalist market system 
and the devastation it breeds. He pointed to 
the growing instability of world capitalism, 
a system that "turns the world into a casino 
with ever new problems, each time more 
uncontrollable. It's like a game of roulette, 
but Russian roulette .... The system has its 
layvs, and no one controls them. Even less 
so in a globalized world where everything 
that happens, for example in SoutheastAsia, 
immediately effects every part of the globe." 

Castro called for the "globalization of 
solidarity," to fight for a more just world 
capable of harnessing the advances in sci
ence and technology to serve the needs of 
humanity. 

The conference closed with an announce
ment by OCLEA calling an international 
youth conference April 1-4, 2000, which 
will be hosted'by the UJC of Cuba. Confer
ence delegates pledged to work throughout 

. the rest of the year to build the conference 
in their respective countries and to join again 
in Cuba in the year 2000. 



- YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD 

Labor Day conferences kick off fall campaigns, fund 
This column is written and edited by the 

Young Socialists (YS), an international or
ganization of young workers, students, and 
other youth fighting for socialism. For more 
information about the YS write to: Young 
Socialists, 3284 23rd St., San Francisco, 
California, 94110. Tel: (415) 824-1429. 

E-mail: 105162.605@compuserve.com 

BYP ATRICIA GUTIERREZ 
ANDJASONVERGARA 

LOS ANGELES- The California Young 
Socialists and the California Socialist Work
ers Party sponsored a two-day Socialist Edu
cational Conference over Labor Day Week
end. The conference included three classes, a 
Saturday night forum, dinner and party, and 
a meeting of the California YS. · 

The class on Farrell Dobbs's Teamster 
Rebellion gave a clear example for present 
day workers and fighting youth ofhow rank
and-file workers organized a massive strike, 
which successfully defeated the bosses, their 
thugs, the state, and the U.S. government. 

At the center of discussion in the class 
on Puerto Rico: Independence is a Neces
sity was the question: Why is independence 
for Puerto Rico central to the working class 
here in the U.S.? Marx's writing on the in
dependence oflreland from England helped 
explain the answer. Marx said that workers 
at home would never be free as long as oth
ers abroad are still in chains under imperi
alist rule. 

The third class, on V.I. Lenin's pamphlet To 
the Rural Poor, focused on the workers and 
farmers alliance and how communists must 
recognize the important role of the rural poor 
in revolutionary struggle. 

The evening forum was a report from the 
International Seminar ofY outh and Students 
on Neoliberalism in Havana, Cuba. YS 
leader Carol Villagomez and Danielle 
Lafeyette, a student from Cal-State Los An-

geles, described how they had the 
chance to meet and interact with other 
youth from Latin America, Africa, and 
elsewhere around the world. 

Around 75 people attended the Sat
urdaynight forum. Rebecca Williamson, 
a high school student from Seattle, said 
she enjoyed the report because she 
had considered going to the confer
ence herself. She said that the Satur
day night event "was one of the main 
reasons I came." Asked what she 
thought about the overall conference, 
she said, "The conference was like 
mental ammunition for the fighters." 

The weekend ended with a meeting 
of the California Young Socialists. Eight 
members of the California YS partici
pated, with two members of the Young 
Socialists from Vancouver and one from 
Seattle participating as invited guests. 
Three young people interested in join
ing the YS were invited to hear there
port as well. 

Samantha Kern, organizer of the Cali
fornia Young Socialists, gave a report 

YS member Migdalia Jimenez presents class on Puerto Rico: Independence Is a Necessity at 
educational conference in Chicago. YS members and other youth met during Labor Day weekend 
regional conferences there and in LosAngeles to share experiences and plan fall campaigns. 

on the fall perspectives for building the 
Young Socialists in California. YS members 
discussed how the California YS needed to 
help lead the YS national fund drive (see 
below). The California YS decided to take a 
fund drive goal of $2,000. In the discussion 
there was a collective effort to construct 
viable ways for each chapter to contribute 
to making the California goal. Ideas ranged 
from garage sales to campus movies, raffles, 
pre-forum dinners, and pledges.At the Sat
urday night party we kicked off the national 
fund drive with an auction that raised $350. 

The Seattle YS announced their goal of 
$400 and the members ofYS in Vancouver 
said that the discussion was very helpful 
because they will soon be launching their 
own national fund-drive in Canada. 

The California Young Socialists also dis
cussed how we can help organize and lead the 
participation of supporters of Pathfinder Press 
at the Guadalajara Book Fair in Mexico in 
November. The meeting also discussed how 
the YS can make the Capitalism's World Dis
order sales campaign our own, as well as 
the importance of having a Young Socialist 
on every political team in our region. 

Two teams were planned immediately 
following the conference. One is going to 
King City, California, to meet food process
ing workers on strike at Basic Vegetable, 
and the second will carry out the campaign 
to get Capitalism's World Disorder into 
outlets where workers buy books, and to 
meet with students in Tucson, Arizona, who 
are interested in the Young Socialists. 

By participating in these national cam
paigns, the California YS can reach its central 
goal: to recruit and build chapters. Members 
of the Los Angeles chapter who attend UC 
Santa Cruz will head up a week early to take 
advantage of the first week of school, where 
we can meet new revolutionary-minded youth, 
and kick the fall off to a successful start. 

BY JACOB PERASSO 
CHICAGO - The Young Socialists 

launched their fall fund drive at two regional 
Socialist Educational Conferences this week
end. In Chicago, a fund pitch was given 
and a total of $962 was pledged from con
ference participants from the Midwest. In 
Los Angeles $350 was raised in an auction. 

Chicago socialist conference draws youth 
YS members have committed themselves 

to an $8,000 dollar fund drive that aims to 
reach out to the broadest layer of support 
possible. YS members are gearing up to use 
the fund drive at plant gate sales, coalition 
meetings, literature tables, and other oppor
tunities. YS chapters based on or around col
lege campuses are looking to organize events 
on campuses that take advantage of recent 
YS assignments in Cuba and Puerto Rico. 

BY DAVID ROSENFELD 
- · · CHICAGO-The place of the Cuban revo
lution in today' s world, uniting workers and 
the rural poor, and the need for the working 
class to champion the fight for Puerto Rican 
independence were topics at the heart of 
classes and discussions during the Midwest 
Socialist Educational Conference held here 
over the Labor Day weekend. More than 60 
workers and young people came from seven 
other states to take part in the conference spon
sored by the Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialists. The weekend was kicked 
off with a program en titled, "40 years of 
the Cuban Revolution," featuring talks by 
YS leader Manuel Gonzalez, who recently 

. participated in an international youth con
ference in Cuba, and SWP National Com
mittee member Brian Taylor. 

"We live in a world where natural disas
ters, like the earthquake in Turkey, become 
giant social crises. This is what capitalism 
has to offer," Gonzalez stated. Cuba, he said, 
offers a different road. He described how stu
dents at Cuba's Latin American School of 
Medicine were among the first to volunteer to 
aid countries devastated by Hurricane Mitch 
earlier this year. Taylor pointed to lessons 
on forging a revolutionary alliance of work
ers and peasants contained in books like 
Episodes of the Cuban Revolutionary War 

YS l'u•tiDitwe· 
lr}itia,l goals adopted by chapters 

Birmingham 
Chicago 
Chippewa Falls 
O~oit 
Des Moines 
ForcCc:)Uins 
L<;;sAAgeles 
N~York 
Pittsburgh 
San Francisco 
SantaCruz 
Seattfe 
Twin Cities 

$400 
$1,000 

$200 
$200 
$100 
$200 
$550 
$700 
$l00. 
$800 
$650 
$400 
$400 

by Ernesto Che Guevara and Pombo: A Man 
ofChe 's Guerrilla by Harry Villegas. 

Bill Schmitt, a high school student from 
Detroit, said he was excited by the opportu
nity to meet, talk with, and hear about the 
experiences of fellow socialists and others 
from around the region. In preparing for the 
conference, he read the pamphlet To the 
Rural Poor, by Russian revolutionary V.I. 
Lenin. "I got a lot out of reading an expla
nation of socialism for a farmer audience," 
he said. Lenin's pamphlet was the topic of a 
class given by YS leader Heidi Lord from 
Minnesota. She said that the 1903 booklet 
continues to be an excellent guide for the 
SWP, YS, and other vanguard fighters in or
ganizing workers and farmers today . 

Lord has participated in a series of hear
ings and farm meetings organized by capi
talist politicians, bankers, and wealthier 
farmers. These meetings attract many work
ing farmers who are being devastated by 
the squeeze between low prices for their 
products and high production costs and in
terest rates. Organizers of these meetings 
argue that poorer farmers should work with 
bankers and rich farmers to find solutions 
for the farm crisis. Lenin explained in his 
pamphlet that instead of small farmers iden
tifying with and trying to become rich farm
ers, they must unite with workers to fight 
against capitalism and build a society based 
on the interests of the exploited producers. 

Migdalia Jimenez kicked off a class on 
the fight for independence in Puerto Rico. 
The YS member just returned from the big 
demonstration in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
called to support freeing Puerto Rican po
litical prisoners without conditions. Jimenez 
said that marchers also raised demands call
ing for the U.S. Navy to get out of the Puerto 
Rican island of Vieques and in support of 
health-care and water workers fighting the 
privatizations of their industries. 

Harvey McArthur gave a talk explaining 
why the fates of workers and farmers in the 
United States and in the U.S. colony of 
Puerto Rico are intertwined. Participants in 
the conference signed a message of solidar
ity with Jose Solis, a Puerto Rican indepen
dence fighter who was framed-up and sen
tenced to 57 months in jail. 

Participants in the conference bought 20 
copies of To the Rural Poor by Lenin, 1 of 
Capitalism's World Disorder and other 

books. Jake Perasso, the fund director for 
the Young Socialists, made an appeal for 
the $8,000 YS national fund drive. 

Ten young people, including YS mem
bers and others attending the conference, 
held a meeting at the close of the weekend. 
They discussed carrying out YS campaigns 
including the YS fund drive and the cam
paign to place Capitalism's World Disor
der in bookstores and other outlets. They 
also discussed plans for a forum and class 
in Cleveland, where one conference partici
pant has requested to join the YS and anum
ber of other young people are interested. 

The drive will last 10 weeks, through No
vember 14 and will be a central campaign of 
the YS nationally. 

To make a contribution to the YS na
tional fund drive, call or visit the YS chap
ter nearest you listed on page 12, or con
tact the YS National Office listed at the 
beginning of this column. 

Pathfinder Fund backers in 
Boston set plan to meet goal 
BYPATHUNTER 

Four weeks into the campaign to raise 
$125,000 to help finance Pathfinder's continu
ing reprint program and several new books, 
$7,285 has been received. At the same time, 
the potential to meet and surpass the goal by 
the November 15 deadline is shown by pledges 
to date adding up to more than $76,000. Sup
porters around the world are considering goals 
and plans to maximize their contributions. 

Simultaneously, the campaign to expand the 
availability ofPathfmder books is showing its 
first results. At the end of last week, Path
finder received an order for five titles-with 
the check included-from a bookstore in 
VIrden, Illinois. Last November, Virden was 
the location of a demonstration and rally both 
commemorating a battle between union min
ers and the Chicago-Vtrden Coal Co. 100 years 
ago and supporting the members of the United 
Mineworkers of America on strike against the 
Freeman United Coal Co. at that time. 

Pathfinder supporters in Boston were the 
first ones to send in a definite goal and a plan 
for achieving it. Close behind came news that 
supporters inN ew Zealand have set a goal of 
raising $2,550, of which $104 has already 
been collected. 

Greg McCartan, a member of the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employ
ees, is heading the fund effort in Boston. The 
garment worker explained the three-point plan 
to raise $4,100 which has been worked out by 

a broad layer of supporters. Next week, an 
appeal letter explaining the aims of the 1999 
Pathfinder Fund will be issued by three of these 
supporters-two from the garment and textile 
industries and one active in the work in de
fense of the Cuban revolution, all of whom 
value Pathfmder books. Boston supporters are 
also planning a fund-raising event featuring 
Martin Koppel. In addition to editing the Span
ish-language monthly magazine Perspectiva 
Mundial, Koppel was part of the meetings that 
resulted in Pathfinder's upcoming new title 
Making History, Interviews with Four Gener
als of Cuba's Revolutionary Armed Forces. 
This book is on course for its launching-along 
with the Spanish edition to be issued by Cuba's 
Editora Politica-in November at the 
Guadalajara book fair in Mexico. The third 
focus for Boston's fund-raising will be an event 
where supporters will discuss their experi
ences from a recent visit to West Africa,. 
They will report discussions they had with 
many workers who support the Cuban revo
lution and the revolutionary course charted 
by Thomas Sankara during the 1983-87 
revolution in Burkina Faso. 

To find out more about the fund, to get 
involved or make a contribution, contact 
your nearest Pathfinder bookstore listed on 
page 12. Please make all checks and money 
orders payable to Pathfinder, earmarked 
Pathfinder Fund, and send to: Pathfinder, 
410West Street, New York, NY 10014. 
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Pathfinder reprint 
project volunteers 
make strides forward 
BYTOMTOMASKO 

OAKLAND, California - The effort to 
keep all of Pathfinder Press's books and 
pamphlets in print took some strides forward 
at the recent Active Workers Conference in 
Oberlin, Ohio, August 5-8. Thirteen more 
supporters of the communist movement vol
unteered to work on the project. 

Pathfinder installed anAgfa Gallileo com
puter-to-plate machine last year that can cre
ate printing plates rapidly from a computer 
file, with less labor and skill than earlier 
prepress methods. To use this equipment, a 
book or pamphlet must be in a digital form. 
However, the majority ofPathfinder's titles 
only exist on the paper they are printed on. 
About 11 0 volunteers in seven countries are 
involved in a complex and detailed effort to 
tum the printed books into digital ones. 

This reporter participated in the rolling 
panels that covered the sweep of union, farm, 
and other struggles that conference partici
pants are involved in, and efforts to produce 
and distribute the Militant, Perspectiva Mun
dial, and Pathfinder's books and discuss 
their ideas. "We have a sense of renewal, a 
reinvigoration that will help us when we are 
staring at computer screens for hours on 
end," said this reporter during a summary 
of the conference at the Saturday night rally. 
"We have heard stories here of workers who 
first came in contact with these revolution
ary books on a picket line and now are here 
today. Whether you are a person who has 
received a book on a picket line or a cam
pus literature table or the person who 
brought the book there, you know that the 
ideas contained in them can change the 
course of a person's life, show them a dif
ferent future than they had imagined for 
themselves. What more motivation do you 

need to be involved in a campaign to keep 
these books in print?" 

The Reprint Project also put itself on a firm 
financial foundation during the course of the 
conference. The project is self-financing. Each 
person involved is responsible for his or her 
own computer, software, Internet access and 
other expenses. Collectively the project also 
needs to pay for graphical work for book cov
ers and inside photos. There are also costs 
incurred for using an Internet database where 
volunteers both receive new work and post 
finished work. The project needs $1,000 a 
month in small contributions from those who 
work on the project. At the beginning of the 
conference $675 a month was pledged. By the 
end the goal was surpassed, with pledges to
taling $1,077 a month. 

On Sunday, August 8, 66 project volunteers 
held four workshops for those participating in 
scanning books, proofreading, formatting, and 
graphics. This was the first time many had met 
face-to-face to work on common problems. 

Jerry Gardner, a member ofthe three-per
son steering committee of the project in San 
Francisco who organizes the formatting said, 
"A team of five experienced 
formatters was appointed to 
take responsibility, in tum, 
for the quality of each re
print- a big step toward 
achieving consistency in 
the quality standards of ev
erybook." 

The scan workshop fo
cused on finishing scanning 
all remaining books and 
pamphlets by January 1, 
2000. There are about 50 
books and a dozen pam
phlets left that need to be 

photos 
The first step in preparing 
a book for reprint is to scan 
the text into a computer. 
Above, Warren Simons, 
who organizes the scan
ning team, loads a page of a 
book into a scanner. Re
print volunteers plan to 
complete the scanning step 
by Jan. I, 2000. There are 
about 60 titles left. 

Every new manuscript 
created by scanning is 
carefully proofread twice. 
At right is Arnold Weiss
berg, a member of the 
proofreading team. 

The third major step is to format a new book. 
Volunteers use several formatting styles created 
by Pathfinder to give all the books and pam
phlets a shared look. Often the new fonts are 
more readable th~m the old text. Above, a page 
from Blacks inAmerica's Wars being formatted. 
Robert Mullen, the book's author, wrote to Path
finder how "extremely satisfied I am with the 
improved print quality of my book, Blacks in 
America's Wars. The new digitized process is 
great! I am also struck by the improved quality 
ofthe photos and the attractive appearance of 
the digitized readable type. Please thank every
one responsible, including your staff and espe
cially your group of volunteers." 

•"""'""'..-n-ttr.lll_ .. , . .-.., . ......,td-tl 
ihe_..,W_...__.illf'lie 

6elaM..t $W ltoitttl'"" 
t<HS~-Nhi.At-i!:>f\.1.. 

"Whttt~l!l---..timl..,_..fiiiU 
Wbat~t4idP**dJUIIIMu'll~-~f 

WIH!adUd~~-tr-. 
i!~AAI•~t~~l"" 

put in digital form, ready to be proofread. "Once 
this is done," said Warren Simons, who heads up 

scanning, "the dozen of us can throw ourselves into other aspects 
of the project, thereby increasing the pace." 
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The Reprint Project's worldwide effort is led by a three-person steer
ing committee in the San Francisco Bay Area. Top, clockwise from 
left, Pathfinder president Mary-Alice Waters meets with steering 
committee members Ruth Cheney and Tom Tomasko, Socialist Work
ers Party leader Norton Sandler, and steering committee member 
Jerry Gardner. 

The graphics team creates digital replications of covers, photographs, 
maps, and other graphics. Above is the digital reconstruction ofthe 
cover for How Far We Slaves Have Come, containing speeches by 
Nelson Mandela and Fidel Castro. 

The last step is to assemble a compact disk of the cover, text, and 
photographs, like the one at right for Eugene V. Debs Speaks. 

The work is facilitated by the use of an Internet database. Each volun
teer gets their work from this central area and, when finished, puts it 
back so the next volunteer can begin work. At far right is a computer 
screen of the first of more than 150 books now in production. 
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Currently, the project is getting 4-5 books a month ready 
for reprint and trying to reach a goal of 1 0 a month. 

On September 1 the Reprint Project delivered to Pathfinder 
Press a compact disk with The History of the Russian Revolution 
by Leon Trotsky. A central leader of the communist movement 
in Russia, Trotsky describes the role of the Bolshevik party in 
leading the working class and peasantry to take political power in 
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October 1917 and open the road to a 
worldwide struggle for socialism. 
Until now this important, 1,350-
page book existed only on film and 
paper. Having a digital version will 
make the book easier, cheaper and 
quicker to reprint. 

InAugust project volunteers also 
turned over to Pathfinder Democ
racy and Revolution by George 
Novack, Problems ojWomen 's Lib
eration by Evelyn Reed, and Social
ism andMan in 9,ub,q .. .t),v .~rn.e~.to 
Che ··auevara'.' In-SepU?'moer--' six 
titles are projected to be com
pleted. So far 45 books and pam
phlets have been converted to CDs. 

In addition to getting ready for 
reprint the largest book in Pathfinder's arse
nal, the project volunteers also made another 
conquest. They successfully organized a team 
of 18 people over seven weeks who worked 
to reproduce the index for such a huge book. A 
book prepared for reprint often is reformatted 
with different page numbers. Each time this 
happens an index with new page numbers has 
to be produced. 

Based upon the experience with History, 
the project has assigned two people to orga
nize teams of volunteers on an as-needed ba
sis to tackle more indices, insure quality con
trol and to organize the indexing months ahead 
of time. 

The photos on this page show the pro
cess through which a book is converted to 
digital format. 

If you wish to join in the effort to keep 
Pathfinder's titles in print, please contact 
Ruth Cheney, the chairperson of the project, 
by E-mail at ruthchen@flash.net. 

Tom Tomasko is a member of the Reprint 
Project steering committee and of Interna
tional Association of Machinists Local1781. 
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Virginia trip shows value of 
taking book to fighting workers 

The reports below are from a team in 
the Tidewater region ofVirginia headed 
by Nan Bailey, a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party's Trade Union Commit
tee who is heading up the effort to get 
Capitalism's World Disorder: Working
Class Politics at the Millennium into book
stores and libraries that workers use. 

BY NAN BAILEY 
We met up in Washington, D.C., this 

morning [Tuesday, August 24] because we 
wanted to get a short orientation on placing 
Pathfinder books in stores and libraries from 
Tom Headly, who could not join us. He's a 
rail worker in D.C. with experience placing 
books. He made it simple and to the point. 

We did a short political orientation and 
discussed the plan for each day. One-third 
of time on book placements. We'll begin 
with suggestions we've gotten from work
ers we've met here on where they and oth
ers like them go to find books. Socialist 
workers from Washington came up with 
about seven such places by talking to Steel
workers at the Newport News shipyard gate 
and beginning to call the approximately 10 
Militant subscribers in the Tidewater area. 
We'll also go to a number of plant gates. 
We'll spend the evenings doing some door
to-door sales, as well as talking to subscrib
ers. We also want to get to one or two of the 
campuses in the area. 

Accomplished Tuesday: A few of us 
spent about an hour talking to a member of 
USWA Local 8888 who has worked at the 
shipyard for 16 years. He just got a subscrip
tion to the Militant last week and we talked 
to him about a number of things, including 
getting Capitalism's World Disorder. He's 
already looked over the Pathfinder catalog 
and picked some things he's interested in. 

He said he knows there's a stigma against 
socialism in this country and he's not a so
cialist but he wants to learn more about us. 
He said he likes the idea that capitalism in 
Russia can't be reestablished without smash
ing th~ workers first and he wants to learn 
more about this. He was impressed with a 
recent article he read on the internet about 
Russian workers at a mill taking over and 
sending management away. 

He had already given us three bookstore 

suggestions prior to our arrival and as we 
spoke he thought of another: a Black book
store in town that he'd been to and whose 
manager he knows. Gave us the name and 
said to mention his. 

Bookstore Visits: We've got three ap
pointments for tomorrow. One in Newport 
News and two in nearby Hampton. That's 
where Hampton Institute is, a predominantly 
Black college. The team there will check out 
the campus to see if there's activity and we'll 
return ifthere is. We got these appointments 
from early evening phone calls. 

We also reached a handful of subscrib
ers. One said he'd meet us at the 8888 plant 
gate tomorrow. One not interested. Two 
more asked us to call back tomorrow to see 
if we could set a time to meet and talk. 

Wednesday, August 25 
Our big accomplishment today: Team of 

Ruth and Ned got a placement at a book
store in Hampton of two copies of 
Capitalism's World Disorder. This is a book
store one of the 8888 strikers recommended 
we try out. They get most of their books 
from a large distributor, but the buyer bought 
the two books (paid on the spot) herself. She 
is looking through the catalog and indicated 
she will probably fax an order. 

Ruth and Ned also kept an appointment 
at another bookstore in Hampton. This one 
was recommended to us by about three dif
ferent steelworkers we met down here. This 
buyer said he doesn't make snap decisions 
and wanted to take more time to go through 
the catalog, but he's considering ordering a 
few of the titles on the fight for Black rights. 
Half the store is comic books. Other books 
sold are used paperbacks, and a small sec
tion of new books. A number in this section 
are directed to customers interested in the 
fight for Black rights. 

Mary and Bobbi visited a store in New
port News. We got this one off a list sent to 
us by Pathfinder of bookstores in the Vir
ginia area. Romance novels is what they sell. 
No interest in our titles. Proof that it's best 
to stay on course with the leads we get from 
workers and others we meet. Those are the 
stops where we got better results. 

Nan and Ralph visited a community cen
ter in a Black neighborhood in Newport 

News which has a section where 
music tapes, CDs, and books are 
sold. Manager we came to see was 
not in and we will call and revisit to
morrow. Looks promising. Sign 
posted on front door said "This es
tablishment supports USWA Local 
8888 steelworkers on strike." 

Have appointment tomorrow at 
another store recommended by a 
steelworker. We also got two library 
recommendations from workers. 

Militant/Margrethe 

Plant Gates: We did an early 
morning plant gate at two adjacent 
meatpacking plants in Smithfield, 
Virginia. We sold 16 Militants and 
got two names of people consider
ing whether to buy Capitalism's 
World Disorder. Main interest was in 
the article on the ending of the New
port News strike. Also got some in
terest in the Che Guevara speech 
from a few workers who wanted to 
see what he was like. 

We tried to do the early morning 
shift at Newport News Shipbuilding, 
but we were 30 minutes off. Sold one 
Militant, but it was too late. We re

YS member Romina Green talks with worker at 
Charlotte Labor Day parade September 6. Three 
workers in North Carolina bought copies of 
Capitalism's World Disorder that weekend. 

turned to the shipyard in the afternoon but 
were frustrated again by a heavy downpour 
of rain. We went to a nearby restaurant where 
workers stop in before and after the shift and 
were able to get into some discussions with 
steelworkers and sold five Militants. 

Several of the steelworkers we met at the 
shipyard wanted to discuss the mess they 
are in financially because of how the union 
officials treated them in giving out ben
efits - or not giving them out - after scru
tinizing people's personal bills. They told 
us a few co-workers are in jail for nonpay
ment of child support because the union of
ficials refused to okay these benefits pay
ments. They said that after going through 
the humiliation of waiting for hours each 
week with their bills in hand to be inter
viewed in detail, many were denied benefits. 

Thursday, August 26 
We sold two more copies of Capitalism 's 

World Disorder today. Our day began with 
an early morning plantgate at Norshipco 
shipyard in Norfolk. Shipyard where work-

ers told us about 1,300 workers are em
ployed. They're organized by the boilermak
ers. We sold eight Militants and got one call
back for a Capitalism 's World Disorder. In 
the background while the sale was going on 
was maybe 75 sailors doing their morning 
exercises in formation right in front of the 
Norshipco main gate. 

Next we went to Tidewater Community 
College, Norfolk campus. We had a table 
up outside for about an hour and a half. Sold 
four Militants and one Pathfinder catalog. 
Nan and Bobbi visited the campus library. 
Buyer wasn't in and we left a catalog, got 
her name and Nan will follow up to call her. 
We also visited a bookstore we noticed down 
the street from the campus but no sale. The 
selection there made us think we could get 
some books placed, but the owner said he 
only buys overstocked books at discount 
prices, no new titles. 

Buyers at two Black community book
stores had given us a time to come in but nei
ther was there when we went in. We should 
visit both again on next return trip to the area. 

Selling 'Capitalism's World Disorder' 
We did the afternoon shipyard sale at 

Newport News shipyard. A couple of us 
hawked Capitalism's World Disorder. Sold 
nine Militants, one Capitalism 's Woi-ld Dis
order, one Malcolm X pamphlet, one Path
finder catalog. Two workers who recognized 
us from a sale at the plantgate the previous 
day stopped to say hello. 

Continued from front page 
sation. 

In addition to discussing the crisis condi
tions facing farmers - from drought to fall
ing prices for farm products - many had 
on their minds the developments effecting 
workers in industries back home. One farmer 
from North Carolina said a sports clothing 
factory in a town near her farm recently 
closed down, throwing dozens out of work, 
and moved to Mexico for cheaper labor. She 
got a copy ofthe/SR featuring "A sea change 
in working class politics," which is the open
ing chapter of Capitalism's World Disorder, 
to read more about workers' resistance to 
the crisis of capitalism. 

Another farm family member from North 
Camlina, said he had worked in the past at 
the Pillowtex (formerly Fieldcrest Cannon) 
textile plant in Kannapolis, North Carolina. 
He was pleased to learn of the recent suc
cessful union organizing drive there. "That's 
a positive development for the workers. We 
really had to stick together in there," he said. 
He also told the team that the tire factory 
near his family farm was going on 12-hour 
shifts and he hoped the union would take 
this up. "It's hard enough work for eight 
hours, no one should be forced to work like 
that for 12 hours." 

One farm family member from Virginia 
was an airline worker and a member of the 
same union local as one of the team mem
bers. They made plans to get together at the 
airport for political discussion and to check 
out Capitalism 's World Disorder. 

After the farmers settlement application 
session, the team met with a member of 
United Steelworkers of America (USWA) 
Local 8888 who was recently on strike at 
the shipyard in Newport News. He bought a 
copy of Capitalism's World Disorder, as he 
had been planning on doing after getting 
back to work. He also suggested some book-

stores in the area to visit for placing the book 
and other Pathfinder titles. Over lunch, the 
team met with another steelworker from a 
different USWA local based in a chemical 
plant in Hopewell, Virginia. He was among 
dozens from his union who went to the New
port News strike periodically to walk the 
picket line and bring solidarity. He was on 
his way to work. After looking over the Mili
tant, he decided to subscribe, saying "I never 
thought I would find a paper like this." He 
also took a Pathfinder catalog and invited 
us to come to his plant gate in the near fu
ture and meet other workers and show the 
literature we had. 

Following up on the lead given to us from 
both steelworkers, the team visited a book
store in a shopping mall in Colonial Heights, 
Virginia. After looking over the "Millen
nium" section, we asked to speak to the 
buyer. Although the buyer was not in, the 
bookstore manager listened with interest to 
the explanation given of why Capitalism's 
World Disorder should be on their book
shelves and would sell. She took an order 
of two books on the spot and said she would 
be ordering more. 

BY JOEL BRITTON 

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois- Young So
cialists leader Manuel Gonzalez, recently 
returned from an international youth con
ference in Cuba, and Joel Britton, a mem
ber ofthe Socialist Workers Party's Trade 
Union Committee, drove from Chicago to 
Central Illinois September 2-3. We arrived 
at Freeman United's Crown II mine in time 
for the Thursday afternoon shift change. 

Three miners and one truck driver haul
ing coal to a power plant in Champaign
Urbana had bought the Militant when we 
were joined by miner Dave Yard, one of the 

rank-and-file leaders of the 98-day strike 
against Freeman last fall. Yard got out of his 
car, smiling and celebrating the fact that the 
United Mine Workers union had suc
ceeded- over Freeman's opposition - in 
scheduling a miners memorial day off with 
pay the next day, extending the Labor Day 
weekend to a four-day break. Yard said a 
miner had put up a sign in the bathhouse: 
"Enjoy your four days off." The final three 
miners driving out the gate all stopped and 
bought the Militant. 

Yard arranged for us to meet Carl Taylor, 
a trustee on the Palmer, Illinois, town coun
cil and a leader of a fight to block a very 
large dairy operation from being set up in 
the area. Taylor works with farmers and 
workers who fear that the capitalist cattle 
confinement set-up will poison the aquifer 
from which they pump their water. He is a 
retired Decatur, Illinois, Caterpillar worker 
and veteran of many United Auto Workers 
strike struggles against the heavy equipment 
maker. Yard told Taylor that he and several 
other miners were startirig Miners for Clean 
Water and joining the fight. 

We went on to Springfield to visit a book
store and libraries recommended by a 
USWA militant who works at the 
Bridgestone-Firestone tire plant in 
Bloomington-Normal and who attended the 
Active Workers Conference last month and 
wants to help promote Capitalism's World 
Disorder. On the way to Springfield, we 
stopped at the monument to Mary "Mother" 
Jones in the Union Cemetery in Mt. Olive. 
The monument commemorates the deaths 
of some two dozen miners killed during the 
October 1898 Battle ofVirden and in mine 
strikes in 1932-36.A plaque memorializes 
this and what could be every revolutionary 
fighter's epitath: "We count it death to fal
ter, not to die." 

In the evening we met with one of the 
Newport News steelworkers. He said the 
solidarity inside the yard and the numbers 
who had joined the union prior to the strike 
(he~ s been there several years and said the 
number of union members had noticeably 
grown early this year) inspired him. 

We had a final meeting with a worker who 
had helped us to let him know what we had 
accomplished here. Since he had made some 
of the suggestions on bookstore visits, he 
wanted to know how we'd done. 

We've had three useful political discus
sions on the team over the last 24 hours: 

1. One was on the sections of The Chang
ing Face of US. Politics which refer to the 
Newport News shipyard organizing drive and 
earlier strike (1979), and the SWP's work. 

2. We discussed why we were prioritiz
ing the bookstores that were recommended 
to us by workers. Someone passed along to 
us a listing of bookstores in the area around 
here and there was temptation to go down 
that listing. One team member asked why 
aren't we prioritizing the bigger book chains 
also. We discussed this and why we can't 
prioritize both right now (we truly haven't 
even had enough time to follow through on 
all the suggestions made to us), why the 
stores and libraries workers in struggle lead 
us to are the priority of this campaign. Some 
of our results are proof of this. We'll get back 
to the larger chains, but doing this along the 
lines of how this centralized campaign has 
been launched by the party is critical. We 
don't want to get diverted. 

3. We discussed how we have to look for 
the workers who are interested in our poli

. tics when we do these plant gates and when 
we get into discussions with workers like 
those we've been setting up meetings with. 
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Vieques residents to U.S. Navy: leave our 
Puerto Rican fishermen, workers, youth protest U.S. military occupation of 

BY MARriN KOPPEL 
VIEQUES, Puerto Rico - The metal 

shards are visible along the hillsides in all 
directions. They dot the arid ground that is 
now being covered with a new growth of veg
etation. 

Crossing the island along a dirt trail, visi
tors walk by a rusted rocket launcher, the hulks 
of a couple of tanks and jeeps, the carcass of a 
jet plane riddled with bullet holes. Bullets 
and shells are strewn everywhere. 
Here and there, a five-foot bomb juts 
out, half-buried in the ground. Once
beautiful lagoons are pock-marked 
with bomb craters that give them a 
moon-like appearance. 

The turquoise coast and gleaming 
white beaches in the distance, as well 
as the wild cotton plants rapidly 
growing back amid the brush, are a 
reminder of what this area might look 
like undisturbed. 

We are in the U.S. Navy's re
stricted zone in eastern Vieques, 
known as the "Inner Range." 

Militant reporters visited this area 
August 28 at the invitation oflsmael 
Guadalupe, a school teacher and 
leader of the Committee for the Res
cue and Development ofVieques. We 
accompanied a group of 20 high 
school and junior high school students 
from the town otvieques. Two activ
ist fishermen took us in their boats to 
the restricted zone, a wet 30-minute 
ride from the town's port. 

eign nation," Guadalupe tells the students. 
"Others make the decisions. For example, the 
governor of Puerto Rico, who says he wants 
the Navy out otvieques too, must request this 
of another government- the U.S. govern
ment." 

Another example ofPuerto Rico's colonial 
status, Guadalupe adds, is the fact that Wash
ington has 17 political prisoners in its jails, 
many of whom have been locked up for 19 

of jobs left, unemployment is high. 
The U.S. Navy occupies two thirds of the 

island. It uses the western tip as an ammuni
tion storage area and the eastern zone as a 
firing range, squeezing the residents into the 
middle. Vieques is part of the Navy' sAtlantic 
FleetWeaponsTrainingFacility, together with 
the Roosevelt Roads naval base on the main 
island. 

Pentagon officials argue that Vieques is 

tiona} Congress, a pro-independence coalition, 
have built a wooden schoolhouse there. The 
camp is named after Eugenio Maria de Hostos, 
a 19th century educator and leader of Puerto 
Rico's independence struggle. The school
house, now with a modest library, has been 
visited by brigades of teachers, students, and 
others over the past four months. 

Under a tent nearby, Guadalupe and Carlos 
Ruiz, a junior high school physical education 

The U.S. military has used this 
area as a live-fire range for decades. 
No bombing has occurred since April 
19,however, when a Navy warplane 
allegedly went "off course" and 

Militant photos by Martin Koppel 
High school students in teachers camp, set up in U.S. Navy restricted zone, take part in discussion on history of fight against U.S. military 
occupation otvieques. Speaking at right is Ismael Guadalupe, leader of the Committee for the Rescue and Development ofVieques. 

dropped two 500-pound bombs on an observa
tion post, killing David Sanes, a 35-year-old 
Vieques resident employed as a civilian guard, 
and wounding four others. The Pentagon sus
pended training exercises on the island in face 
of public anger. Protesters quickly set up sev
eral makeshift camps in the restricted zone to 
deter the Navy from resuming its target prac
tice. 

Example of U.S. colonial rule 
"The fundamental reason for what we face 

in Vieques is that Puerto Rico is not a sover-

years because of their actions on behalf of 
Puerto Rico's independence. 

The controversy over Vieques has erupted 
into a major political question in Puerto Rico, 
sparking popular outrage and forcing all po
litical parties and figures to take a position. 
The US. government too is worried about keep
ing a lid on these developments. 

Vieques is a small island, 18 miles long 
and 5 miles wide, off the eastern coast of the 
main island ofPuerto Rico. Many of its 9,300 
residents earn their livelihood from fishing or 
are public employees; with few other sources 

"irreplaceable" as the biggest training range 
for the Atlantic fleet and their only facility for 
combined air, land, and sea operations using 
live ammunition. Military training here in
volves marines, Navy SEALs, aircraft carri
ers, and nuclear submarines. Most of the U.S. 
pilots sent to Yugoslavia for Washington's 
bombing campaign earlier this year trained in 
Vieques. 

The fishermen took us to one of the civil 
disobedience camps set up on a beach the U.S. 
military normally uses for amphibious land
ings. Teachers affiliated to the Hostos Na-

Puerto Rjcan prisoners to be released 
Continued from front page 
onparole.AspartofWashington's "antiterror
ist" drive against the Puerto Rican indepen
dence movement, 16 Puerto Rican 
independentistas were railroaded to prison in 
the early and rnid-1980s with sentences rang
ing between 35 years and life in prison. Most 
were accused of"seditious conspiracy" and 
related charges.A 17th political prisoner, Jose 
Solis, was framed up by the FBI and sentenced 
to 51 months in prison in Chicago last July. 

The 11 to be released are Elizam Escobar, 
Ricardo Jimenez, Adolfo Matos, DylciaPag3n, 
Alicia Rodriguez, Ida Luz Rodriguez, Luis 
Rosa, Carmen Valentin, Alberto Rodriguez, 
Alejandrina Torres, and Edwin Cortes. In ad
dition, Juan Segarra Palmer will be eligible 
for release in five years instead of serving a 
longer term. Two prisoners, Oscar Lopez and 
Antonio Camacho, rejected the government's 
onerous conditions. The government refused 
to offer parole to Carlos Alberto Torres, who is 
serving a 70-year sentence. 

Haydee Beltran, who is serving a life sen
tence, is pursuing her own effort to win parole. 
She and Solis are not covered by Clinton's 
conditional release offer. 

Supporters in Chicago are planning a "hero's 
welcome" for the freed prisoners, according to 
Marcos Vilar of the National Committee to Free 
the Puerto Rican Prisoners ofWar and Political 
Prisoners. Supporters can call the committee 
at (773) 278-0885 for more information. 

Vilar said the committee is also seeking 
financial contributions to help the 
independentistas establish themselves once 
out of prison. Contributions can be sent to the 
National Committee at 2607 West Division 
St., Chicago, IL 60622. 

The Clinton administration set a series of 
harsh conditions the independence activists 
had to agree to in order to win release. These 
include renouncing "the use, threatened use, 

or advocacy of the use of violence for any pur
pose, including the achieving of any goal con
cerning the status ofPuerto Rico." 

They have to submit to terms of parole po
liced by U.S. officials, including not meeting 
with or communicating with each other or other 
Puerto Rican independence activists, not trav
eling without U.S. government permission, 
reporting to parole authorities, not possessing 
firearms of"destructive devices," and submit
ting to drug tests on demand. 

At a press conference in Chicago Septem
ber 6, Jose LOpez, director of the Puerto Rican 
Cultural Center here and brother of prisoner 
Oscar Lopez, stated, "We echo the announce
ment [Democratic U.S. congressman] Luis 
Gutierrez made yesterday urging the prison
ers to accept the conditions and come home. 
They've been in jail too long." 

"We don't agree with the conditions, but 
we want them home," declared Josefina 
Rodriguez, mother of prisoners Ida Luz and 
Alicia Rodriguez. "It has to be clear we are 
not asking them to renounce their fight for 
independence," she added. 

Rise in anticolonial, labor resistance 
Clinton' sAugust 11 parole offer came after 

a several-year-long campaign calling on the 
U.S. government free the Puerto Rican politi
cal prisoners, among the longest-held in the 
world. The demand for their release has won 
unprecedented support in Puerto Rico, includ
ing the trade unions, religious figures such as 
the archbishop of San Juan, and even leaders 
ofboth ruling colonial parties. 

The campaign stands on the precedent of 
the victorious struggle that in 1979 won the 
unconditional release of five Nationalist po
litical prisoners who had spent a quarter cen
tury in U.S. prisons. Two of them, Rafael Can
cel Miranda and Lolita LebrOn, remain promi
nent and respected spokespeople of the fight 
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for Puerto Rico's independence. 
The defense campaign for the prisoners has 

gained momentum from the current rise in anti
colonial and labor resistance in Puerto Rico, 
as well as the impact of increased struggles by 
working people in the United States. 

A 41-day strike by telephone workers last 
year opposing government moves to sell the 
state-owned phone company to private inves
tors drew widespread support, culminating in a 
two-day island-wide general strike. More re
cently, waterwmkers and hospital workers have 
protested the privatization of state-owned com
panies and related wage cuts and layoffs. 

The death of a civilian guard during U.S. 
Navy practice bombing runs on the Puerto 
Rican island ofVieques in April of this year 
has touched off further protests, leading to a 
march of 50,000 July 4 demanding the U.S. 
Navy get out otvieques. 

'Antiterrorist' countercampaign 
The conditions demanded by Clinton for 

the release of the political prisoners and the 
fact that not all of them were included in the 
offer sparked outrage in Puerto Rico and in 
Puerto Rican communities in the United 
States. OnAugust 29 thousands marched in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, demanding uncondi
tional freedom for all the prisoners. 

In response, police officials and a number 
of capitalist politicians launched a 
countercampaign against the release, slander
ing the independence activists as "terrorists." 

Officials of the FBI and U.S. BureauofPris
ons, as well as U.S. attorneys in Illinois and 
New York, denounced Clinton's offer, calling 
on him to reverse it. 

The FBI has long played a prominent role 
in framing up and harassing activists in the 
Puerto Rican independence movement. The 
FBI, for example, set offbombs at a Puerto 

Continued on Page 12 

teacher, begin an exchange with the students 
on the history of the struggle to force the U.S. 
Navy out of their island. Ruiz is part of a group 
of teachers who have been corning to the re
stricted zone every weekday after work and 
camping here on weekends. 

When the tea@e~ are at work, the camp is . 
tended by Martin Irizarry, a heavy equipmeil't 
mechanic from Utuado, on the main island. 
He explains, "I came here when I heard the 
Navy make statements that they were only 
bombing on 'uninhabited land.' That outraged 
me- as if the residents ofVieques don't ex
ist! This is our land." 

Decades of struggle 
Guadalupe reminds the youth that the Navy 

has occupied most of the island since 1940, 
when Washington was preparing to enter World 
War II. The U.S. military authorities evicted 
3,000 residents to St. Croix in the Virgin Is
lands- a nearby U.S. colony- and else
where. Fishermen, farmers, and workers were 
given 24 hours to evacuate. Squatters' homes 
were bulldozed, but the owners of three sugar 
plantations were bought out. 

"Our parents and grandparents began the 
fight 50 years ago," Guadalupe points out. 
Fishermen have spearheaded an ongoing 
struggle that has seen ups and downs over 
the decades, every peak coinciding with a 
rise in the independence movement. 

The constant bombings and naval and 
submarine maneuvers have devastated the 
livelihood of Vieques residents as well as 
the environment. Agriculture was deci
mated. On the days of bombing practice 
Navy officials would tell the fishermen to 
wait until nighttime to fish. The military
caused pollution has destroyed coral reefs, 
sandbars, mangrove trees, and other flora 
and fauna. 

Guadalupe himself joined protests as a 
student in 1964, when the Navy was seek
ing further land encroachments. In the early 
1960s ''the Cuban revolution helped awaken 
the independence struggle and the issue of 
Vieques," he noted. 

By 1975, protests forced the Navy to stop 
bombing the nearby island of Culebra. 

Another upswing began in 1978. Fisher
men launched the Crusade for the Rescue of 
Vieques. When Washington launched its 
Springboard 78 war maneuvers against revo
lutionary Cuba, U.S. admiral Robert Flanagan 
told the fishermen to stop fishing for three 
weeks until the maneuvers were over. Instead, 
fishermen ran their boats in front of the war
ships, disrupting the maneuvers and tangling 
the expensive propellers in their fishing nets. 



land 
island 

In protests in May 1979,21 people 
were arrested and 13 were jailed. 
Guadalupe spent almost five months 
in U.S. prisons in Atlanta and 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. One young 
pro-independence protester, Angel 
Rodriguez Cristobal, was killed 
while in a federal prison in Talla
hassee. 

To quell the protests, the Navy 
signed a "Memorandum ofUnder
standing" in 1983 with the colonial 
administration of Gov. Carlos 
Romero Barcelo, promising to fund 
industrial development to generate 
jobs and to protect the environment. 

A company making military uni
forms opened in Vieques but closed 
in a few months. "The new factories 
all shut down and the economic situ
ation got worse," Guadalupe said Un
employment here is 50 percent and 
73 percent of the island's residents 
live below the official poverty line, 
compared with 58 percent in the rest 
ofPuerto Rico. 

Militant photos by Martin Koppel 
Above, Ismael Guadalupe points out bullet holes in tank 
used for Navy target practice. It became clear Washing
ton was using uranium bullets on Vieques "because only 
that kind of shell can penetrate such thick armor," he 
noted. At right, Vieques high school students visit school
house built on beach used for amphibious landings. Ban
ner reads, "No to militarism-Navy out ofVieques." 

"Endangered species were found dead. Ex
plosive devices kept flying over our towns," 
he added. The 3,000 mahogany trees planted 
by the Navy were later cut down to make room 
for a military radar facility. Washington has 
used Vieques as a springboard for military in
terventions in Central America and the Carib
bean. In 1983, U.S. troops practiced their inva
sion of Grenada on the Puerto Rican island. 
When Vieques fishermen discovered that U.S. 
forces were practicing war moves there against 
Nicaragua, they alerted the revolutionary gov
ernment of that country. The island was also 
used in the 1989 U.S. invasion ofPanama. 

The F I A-18 Hornet jet that took off from 
the USS John F. Kennedy aircraft carrier and 
dropped the bombs that killed David Sanes 
was carrying out target practice before join
ing the U.S. forces assaulting Yugoslavia. 
Since then, U.S. military offjcials have 
howled that the suspension of training exer
cises.in Vieques is damaging U.S. troops' 
mi1itarypreparedriess. · · · · · ·· · 

TheNewYork:Dai6;NewsreportedSeptem
ber 7 that 2,200 soldiers in the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit will sail from North Caro
lina for the Mediterranean to relieve the 26th 
expeditionary unit that fought in Kosova "with
out having trained for their main mission by 
hitting the beach in Vieques under cover of na
val gunfire and airstrikes." And the U.S. de
stroyer John Hancock is set to sail from Nor
folk, Virginia, to the Persian Gulf or the Medi
terranean "without any sailors aboard quali
fied to fire its fore-and-aft 5-inch deck guns," 
the paper reported. "It's a serious issue," a U.S. 
Navy official whined. 

When the newsofSanes' death was reported, 
the Committee for the Rescue and Develop
ment ofVieques mobilized immediately. Within 
hours, 200 angry protesters demonstrated at the 
entrance to the U.S. Navy's Camp Garcia. The 
next day, 300 people picketed at City Hall to 

demand the U.S. military leave. 
The Association ofFishermen of the South 

organized a protest by two dozen fishermen 
who took their boats to the area where Sanes 
was killed. They laid wreaths and placed an 
eight-foot cross at the top of the hill in his 
memory, renaming the site Mount David. 

'Life or death for fishermen' 
"The fishermen have always been in the 

forefront of this struggle," said Tito Ventura, 
40, a member of the fishermen's association 
who has fished since he was a boy. "It's a 
matter oflife or death to us." There are about 
500 fishermen in Vieques today, but only 150 
fish full-time; the rest have to work a sec
ond job, Ventura said. 

In addition to Mount David, several other 
protest camps have been established in there
stricted zone in defiance of the Navy -one by 
the fishermen, the teachers' camp, and a camp 
organized by the Puelj:o Ric:;m Independenc_y. 
Party, whose president; Ruben Berrios, a sew 
tor in Puerto Rico's legislature, has been living 
there for more than three months. The pro-state
hood mayor of the town ofCatafio set up his 
own camp for a while. 

Guadalupe pointed out that delegations of 
unionists, fishermen from around Puerto Rico, 
students, and political and religious figures 
have visited the camps to express support for 
the fight to get the U.S. military out ofVieques. 

"When teachers' brigades come to this 
camp, we give them a talkand prepare an 
educational program about Vieques for them 
to take back and teach their students when 
classes start in September," he told the visit
ing students. 

"Delegations of electrical workers, tele
phone workers, water workers, members of the 
Puerto Rican Workers Federation, and other 
unions have come here or marched in the town 
ofVieques," Guadalupe noted. The Teamsters 

Militant/Martin Koppel 
Militant reporter Migdalia Jimenez nextto one of many Navy bombs on Vieques land 

union issued a statement supporting the July 4 
demonstration of 50,000 at the Roosevelt 
Roads naval base in Ceiba, which called for 
the U.S. military to leave Vieques. The pro
test attracted a broad range of political forces, 
including independentista groups and the pro
Commonwealth Popular Democratic Party, as 
well as endorsement from sections of the pro
statehood New Progressive Party. Martin 
Irizarry, the mechanic, noted that they have 
received delegations from several U.S. cities, 
underscoring the impact this political struggle 
has had among working people and youth in 
the United States who are Puerto Rican. 

In face of this groundswell of opposition, 
Gov. Pedro Rossello appointed a special 
commission on Vieques. The governor's 
panel issued a scathing report detailing the 
disastrous economic and environmental ef
fects of the U.S. Navy's use of the island 
and recommending its complete withdrawal. 
Rossello presented this report at United Na
tions hearings in July on the colonial status 
of Puerto Rico. 

The Clinton administration appointed its 
own panel, which conducted hearings in 
Vieques and is soon supposed to present its 
findings to the U.S. government. The Balti
more Sun reported September 3 that the 
panel will recommend the Navy relocate 
within five years, continuing its target prac
tice during that period. In response, Berrios 
announced that his camp will remain in the 
restricted zone if the U.S. Navy resumes its 
war maneuvers there. 

In face of this public outrage, U.S. au
thorities admitted in May what Vieques resi
dents have been charging for years - that 
the Navy had been firing uranium bullets. 
Navy officials claimed one "accidental" fir
ing of 263 uranium bullets had taken place 
in February. 

Guadalupe showed visitors one of the 
rusty tanks used for target practice. Point
ing to the gaping bullet holes, he said, 
"When [fishermen's leader Carlos] 'Prieto' 
Ventura and I saw the perforations in one of 
these tanks in 1994, we realized they were 
using uranium bullets, because only that 
kind of shell can penetrate such thick armor." 

The Navy has even pollutedVieques with 
napalm, another fact that only now is being 
widely acknowledged. 

The Navy-caused contamination "is no
ticeable when it rains -you can smell the 
chemicals coming from the lagoon," 
Guadalupe said, pointing to some of the wa
ter-filled craters. Cancer rates for Vieques in
habitants are almost double the average in the 
rest of Puerto Rico. 

After observing some of the destruction 
caused by the U.S. military, many of the youth
ful visitors expressed shock. "I had heard about 
all this, but seeing the craters an~ bullets and 
everything is a brutal thing to witness," said 

Vicente Ballesteros, 17. 
Emanuel Portera, 17, remarked, "The 

Navy is arrogant. It will be a hard fight but 
we have to get them out ofhere." Portera's 
mother was recently laid off from the Gen
eral Electric fuse plant on the island. 

'We must be the owners' 
In the discussion with the students at 

the camp, Guadalupe pointed out that part 

of the fight is to force the U.S. military to 
clean up their toxic mess when they leave. It's 
also over the future of the island and who will 
control it - the residents or the wealthy in
vestors who have plans to build big tourist 
hotels on the beautiful beaches. 

"We haven't been fighting all these years so 
you will become the garbage collectors for the 
rich," Guadalupe told the group of youth. "No, 
you must be the owners. The land must be en
joyed by the people ofVieques. The beaches 
must be open to alL We must protect the coral 
reefs. We must not only take back Vieques but 
develop it." 

Guadalupe said the goals of the movement 
are "the four D's: demilitarization, devolution, 
decontamination, and development." 

He pointed to the broader issues involved 
in the fight beyond the U.S. Navy presence. 
Vieques - together with Ft. Allen near the 
town of Juana Diaz on the main island- is 
the site of over-the-horizon radar facilities, 
which U.S. authorities claim are nonmilitary 
because they are supposedly for tracking in
ternational drug trafficking. There have been 
numerous protests in Puerto Rico against the 
radar system, however, which in fact is part of 
Washington's increased military intervention 
in Latin America under the cover of the "war 
on drugs." 

"We're not fighting simply to get the Navy 
out ofVieques- we have to get all the U.S. 

Continued on Page 14 
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Puerto Rico: 
independence 
is a necessity 

Interviews with 
Rafael Cancel 
Miranda 

Cancel Miranda 
-one of the five 
Puerto Rican Na
tionalists impris
oned by Wash
ington for more 
than 25 years 
until 1979 -
speaks out on the 

brutal reality of U.S. colonial domina
tion, the campaign needed to free 16-
Puerto Rican political prisoners, the ex
ample of Cuba's socialist revolution, 
and the resurgence of the independence 
movement today. In English and Span-
ish. $3.00 · 

. • Available from bookstores, 
including those listed on poge 12. 
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As auto workers' contracts expire, Big 
Three employers deepen drive for profits 
BYJOHNSARGE 

DETROIT, Michigan- Contracts be
tween the UnitedAuto Workers (UA W) and 
the Big Three auto makers - General Mo
tors (GM), Ford, and DaimlerChrysler 
(DCX)- expire September 14. One week 
later agreements between the Big Three and 
the Canadian Auto Workers end. This takes 
place as the auto bosses' continued drive to 
cut production costs and worsen conditions 
oftheir unionized workforce. 

The UAW represents almost 400,000 auto 
workers currently under the Big Three con
tracts: 75,000 at 50 DGX locations, over 
100,000 at 60 Ford sites, 150,000 at GM 
assembly and powertrain locations, and 
about 46,000 at Delphi Automotive Systems, 
GM's parts division, which was recently 
spun off as a separate company. 

The bosses have made clear that they plan 
to continue the decades-long drive to in
crease their return on investment. The only 
way they can to do this is by lowering their 
costs to assemble vehicles, which means us
ing fewer workers per car or truck. At GM 
and DCX, it still takes in excess of 31 hours 
on average to assemble a unit. At Ford it takes 
23 and a half hours. All of the Big Three 
want to match their international competi
tion, led by Nissan, which assembles an av
erage vehicle in just over 19 hours. The Big 
Three have cut total employment in the U.S., 
union and nonunion, from over 960,000 to 
barely 525,000 between 1979 and 1999. 

Bosses impose job cuts, speedup 
After lagging behind Ford and Chrysler 

for years, GM has been leading the charge, 
slashing 125,000 hourly jobs this decade. It 
has either spun off or sold most of its parts
making operation in the last five years. Be
ginning with the sale of their axle division 
in 1994, with the creation ofAmericanAxle 
Manufacturing, through the May spin-off of 
Delphi, the bosses will have shrunk the num
ber of workers covered under the national 
agreement. Delphi workers are covered un
der the contract until September 14. 

Soon after Ford reorganized its parts op
eration and renamed it Visteon, with 23,500 
workers, speculation surfaced of its spin-

off. Recently numerous reports in the busi
ness press point to well-developed plans to 
hive offVisteon quickly and merge it with 
Lear, a major auto parts supplier. 

These moves to divide the unionized as
sembly workers and parts workers are de
signed to weaken the union in both sectors 
of the industry to allow more speedup. As 
the auto industry is presently structured, 
workers at Big Three-owned parts and as
sembly plants have similar wages and ben
efits, while workers at other auto parts mak
ers earn substantially less. Strikes at key 
parts plants have the power to disrupt auto 
production, such as the 54-day strike last 
summer in Flint, Michigan, by workers at a 
Delphi plant and a GM stamping plant. 
Those walkouts closed most of the auto 
giant's assembly operations and idled nearly 
200,000 workers. A strike in 1997 to win a 
union contract at a Johnson Controls seat
assembly plant in Michigan shuttered 
Ford's most profitable assembly operation, 
its Michigan Truck Plant, for a time. At the 
same time, union membership in the auto 

From the pages of the Vancouver Echo, August 18, 1999 

parts sector has fallen sharply, and with 
it, wages, benefits, and conditions. 

The bosses hope to use the pressure from 
nonunion and lower-paid union plants to 
undercut wages and conditions in previously 
Big Three-owned parts plants and to use this 
combined pressure to force concessions on 
all UAW workers. The effects of the bosses' 
strategy can been seen in the recent local 
contract at GM's Baltimore van plant. Union 
officials ofUAW Local 239 argued that 
workers there had to make concessions in 
hope of winning a new product when the 
van they presently build is phased out. 

The bosses want more of these local 
agreements, at the same time that they want 
to weaken the national agreement. Press re
ports indicate that the auto barons hope to 
get a national agreement that allows the 
shifting of more work to outside suppliers, 
~ing lower-paid workers in auto plants, and 
other concessions. These reports also indi
cate that the bosses want a contract longer 
than the three years that has become a tradi
tion in the industry. The bosses want to gut 

any union control on the job that still ex
ists as they prepare to hire tens of thousands 
of new workers. An estimated 300,000 UAW 
members are approaching retirement. 

More mood to fight in UAW ranks 
The last national UAW strike against at an 

auto maker was a 12-day walkout at Chrysler, 
forerunner to DCX, in 1986. The last national 
shutdown at Ford was in 1976, and at GM in 
1970. But today the union ranks are grow
ing restive. There have been 18 local strikes 
against GM since 1993. Chrysler has faced 
local issue strikes, including a 29-day walk
out at its Detroit engine plant inAprill997. 
In August union members at Ford voted 96.4 
percent in favor of strike authorization. Ford 
UA W locals reported increased turnout for 
this years' strike authorization vote over the 
1996 ballot. 

Many in the ranks of the union, like other 
workers, are responding to the growing pres
sures by the bosses and sense that they are 
in a better position to fight. The auto indus
try has seen an extended period of sales ex
pansion and massive profits. In the five years 
between 1994 and 1998, the BigThree have 
reported combined profits of almost $70 
billion, and sales this year are on a pace to 
set new records in the U.S .. 

Since the contract talks opened in June, 
the auto barons have come under public scru
tiny for their actions. While DCX upper man
agement claims that it is neutral in the union
organizing drive by workers at its Alabama 
Mercedes-Benz plant, press reports indicate 
that the company is a member of the Eco
. nomic Development Partnership of Alabama. 
The partnership has established a founda
tion to fight the UAW drive and has hired an 
consultant to aid in that work. 

Meanwhile, on September 2 Michigan 
state officials announced their findings on 
the blast that killed six workers at the Ford's 
Rouge Complex in February. While the com
pany didn't admit guilt, it agreed to pay a 
$1.5 million fine for safety violations in the 
plant. The company will not face criminal 
charges around the explosion. 

John Sarge is a member of UAW Local 900 
at Ford's Michigan Truck Plant. 

Socialist bookstore defends migrants 
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By Brenda Jones 
Staff writer 

A SMALL SOCIALIST book
store on Main Street is de
fending the well-known 
wave of 250 Chinese boat 
people who arrived on B.C. 
shores the last month. 

A group at Pathfinder 
Bookstore held a forum in 
support of the migrants, 
calling them working peo
ple seeking a better life. 
Members who attended the 
weekly Militant Labour Fo
rum called for the RCMP 
to release refugees held in 
custody. 

Beverly Bernard, who led 

Friday night's discussion 
with a 35 minute presenta
tion, is appalled that the 
refugee claimants were re
ferred to as "aliens" in early 
news reports. 

"It dehumanizes people 
when you call them aliens," 
Bernard said. "Culturally it 
means 'outsider' and almost 
implies they're from anoth
er planet. There's an ele
ment of fear attached to it." 

Bernard disagreed with 
calls to tighten up Canada's 
immigration laws. 

"It's important for people 
to welcome immigrants 
from other countries, no 
matter what the circum-

stances through which they 
arrive," Bernard said. 
"What pushes people to 
emigrate from where they 
are is not always political 
persecution. It's poor eco
nomic conditions. 

"I think Canada is one of 
the rich, imperialist nations 
in the world. Living condi
tions, including for the 
working class, are better 
than in third world coun
tries." 

Bernard, who works in an 
East Side garment factory, 
says all working class peo
ple must unite to defend 
themselves against exploita
tion from large corpora
tions. Factory workers in 
China are largely exploited 
for cheap labour, she said. 

She argued that accusa
tions refugees are -a drain 
on Canada's safety net di
verts attention from large 
federal government cut
backs to social services and 
health care. 

Militant Labour Forums 
are organized by Pathfinder 
bookstores around the 
world. The bookstore has a 
loyal following of socialists 
that includes university stu
dents, secretaries, union or
ganizers, trades Jl$!ople and 
social workers. 

Pathfinder Press, baSed 
in New York, is a publish
ing house that prints books 
solely about social history 
and politics. Some of its 
books are carried in main
stream bookstores, but 
most are obscure tides and 
subjects found only at a 
Pathfinder oudet. 

"People who want to 
learn about the anti-racism 
movement could find 30 ti
des on Malcolm X at Chap
ters, but here we have eight 
or nine books of his exact 
speeches," Pathfinder fo
rum dire«or Mary Ellen 
Marussaid. 

Pathfinder Bookstore has 
been in Vancouver for three 
decades, and at its Main 
Street location for the last 
five years. The volunteer
run store makes just 
enough money from book 
sales to pay the rent and re
stock books. 

Pathfinder Bookstore, 
3967 Main St., is open 5 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday to Fri
day, and noon to 5 p.m. Sat
urdays. 

The Militant Labour Fo
rums run every Fridaf
night at 7:30 p.m. in the 
store's back room. Dona
tions are requested. Call 
872-8343 for information. 



Valdosta protesters: cops 
abuse, intimidate, and kill 
BY MIKE ITALIE 

VALDOSTA, Georgia- Hundreds of 
protesters marked the anniversary of the 
police killing of Willie James Williams in 
this southern Georgia city with a Septem
ber 2 rally and a September 4 march to the 
Lowndes County jail. 

The family of Williams and other work
ing people in the area continue to partici
pate in protests demanding justice, reject
ing police claims that the Black man's death 
was accidental, the result of a fall. Katie 
Williams, his sister-in-law, a school bus 
driver and former textile mill worker, was 
one of several family members who attended 
the September 2 rally and commemorative 
service at the St. James Missionary Baptist 
Church. "I think it stinks," she said about 
the police story. "They're saying nothing 
happened, they're trying to cover up their 
tracks. Everybody knows that you don't just 
fall and die. And when I asked a question of 
the District Attorney at a hearing, he just 
said, 'That's for the grand jury to answer."' 

A coroner's inquest ruled the death "ac
cidental" on Dec. 2, 1998, with the three jury 
members who were white outvoting two 
Blacks. On December 18 a grand jury voted 
not to indict any police officers involved. 

Over the last year the People's Tribunal of 
Valdosta has organized numerous protests -
one as large as 2,000 in this city of 42,000. 
Opponents of police brutality continue to 
press their demand for charges to be filed 
against the cops who killed Williams. 

Police violence has become a topic of 
debate in workplaces throughout the area. 
Keith Marshell, a 32-year-old assistant ma
chine operator at Southern Bag and Paper, 
pointed out that some of his co-workers say, 
" 'Let bygones be bygones.' But someone 
was killed. Someone was consciously beat
ing this guy. There needs to be a continuous 
effort until justice is done. This is a humani
tarian issue, like stopping the death penalty." 
Three workers from Marshell' s plant joined 
the September 4 march. 

This fig-ht h<>s bP-come a rallhin!!" noint for 
~f4f!lf{lf'f~..t ~~t.-t"".J't)ff lfr\T.i VNHf"!ifff ~ •• ·fi'i{f •rr+.)jt1 
tne worKers, farmers, and yout m LOwnoes 
County. Willie Head, a leader of the People's 
Tribunal as well as of farmers fighting to 
hold onto their land, pointed out that this 
struggle against police brutality "was the 
forming issue for the People's Tribunal. We 
started with the churches, but only a few 
ministers joined. So then we handed out fly
ers everywhere - in apartment buildings, 
in parking lots, across the counter to people 

working at Taco Bell." Many of the small 
businesses in the Black community here put 
rally flyers in their store windows and on 
their counters. 

Video shows cop beating 
Ari Santos, a leader of the People's Tri

bunal and a professor of philosophy at 
Valdosta State University (VSU), pointed 
out that arresting officer Kevin Farmer 
claimed that Williams had tried to escape 
and in the scuffle had received a cut lip. Then 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation reported 
that Williams, in handcuffs, reached for 
Farmer's gun. Finally the Coroner's Inquest 
claimed that Williams suffered only minor 
injuries. 

Santos unraveled this police cover-up 
with a slide show ofWilliams' injuries from 
the medical examiner's office, and videos 
taken from police cruisers of Williams's 
Sept. I, 1998, arrest. "I've heard that facts 
speak for themselves. But the facts can only 
speak for themselves if the facts are allowed 
to speak," Santos declared. The medical 
examiner's report and photos listed a total 
of 32 injuries all over his body, including 
three separated ribs, two teeth knocked out, 
and ruled the cause of death "blunt force 
head trauma," he said. 

Williams was arrested by Farmer on a 
traffic violation, and taken to jail on other 
charges from a computer check. The police 
videos were obtained by William's family 
attorney Joseph Wiley, law partner of 
Johrmie Cochran. Videos from the camera 
in Farmer's car and from the camera in the 
second police cruiser that arrived on the 
scene show no escape attempt by Williams, 
nor a grab for the officer's gun, but do show 
the cops using their flashlights to beat Wil
liams down. 

Tina Lott is one of many students from 
VSU who attended the rallies. Lott, 22, is 
an activist in the campus anti-racist group 
HOPE, and has been following the attac;;ks 
on affirmative action around the country. 
Opponents of affirmative action "say they 
are against all discrimination," she stated, 
"but they really think Black folks aren't 
smart enough. Then I was watching the is
sue of police brutality, and I've always had 
the sneaking suspicion that something 
wasn't right about the police story that 'he 
fell.' Then I heard about all the injuries. The 
airing of the police video tape is a vindica
tion. Sheriff Ashley Paulk should resign for 
not trying to get to the bottom of this, and 

charges should 
be filed against 
the police." 

The video
tapes and Medi
cal Examiner's 
photos were re
leased only after 
a year of 
struggle to keep 
the issue alive, 
noted Reverend 
Floyd Rose, 
president of the 
People's Tribu
nal, as he called 
on all in atten
dance to come 
out to the Sep
tember 4 march 
to the Lowndes 
County jail. 
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March for 
justice 

September 2 meeting on the anniversary of the death ofWillie James 
Williams at the hands of the police in Valdosta, Georgia. 

The Septem-
ber 4 March for Justice began at the site on 
South Lee St. where Williams was arrested 
one year ago. As the crowd marched to the 
Lowndes County Correctional Center, it 
swelled to 250 people. Tim Bentley, a 28-
year-old forklift driver, said he was there to 
"make sure everyone gets treated equal. 
People in high office are trying to push this 
under the rug, to make their position safer. 
At work people say everybody needs to get 
out and show support, and I see two or three 
out here already." 

The march ended in a field a hundred 
yards from the jail. John Cole Vodicka, a 
leader of the Prison and Jail Project in 
Americus, Georgia, told the marchers he had 
"come across case after case just like what 
happened to Willie James Williams. Law 
enforcement is here to abuse, arrest, check 
up on, intimidate, and sometimes to kill." 
The People's Tribunal has denounced the 
overall treatment of prisoners at the 
Lowndes County jaif. It charges that at least 
two other men have died under suspicious 
circumstances, that there are beatings at the 
jail, and that in recent months as many as 
20 Black guards have been fired or forced 
to resign. 

Rose announced that he and those who 
wished to join him would march directly to 
the jail to conclude the rally. As soon as Rose 
and the majority of protesters turned to walk 

toward the jail entrance, several cops swung 
their cruisers into the parking lot, jumped 
out, and blocked the marchers' way. 

After a brief standoff between the sheriff 
and leaders of the People's Tribunal, and 
when proof was given that a permit had been 
obtained for the action, the police stepped 
out ofthe way. The marchers proceeded to 
the steps of the jail to pray and to express 
satisfaction in the victories won. One pro
tester who had been taken away in hand
cuffs was quickly released and rejoined the 
others. At the close of the final rally, prison
ers from their cells cheered the marchers, 
who waved back in return. 

At the end of the day's events, Willie Head 
said, "This is the new birth of the civil rights 
movement in this area. The old one didn't 
come this far south in Georgia; it didn't come 
to Lowndes County. This fight is giving 
people a voice. People had wanted to speak 
out about things like this but were scared. l 
have been involved in farm protests for three 
years - in Mississippi, Kentucky, other 
places. So now I have to get involved in more 
things. Willie James Williams is not going to 
die in vain. We're going to get charges against 
the police who killed him." 

Mike Italie is a member of Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employ
ees Local /997. 

U.S. gov 't threatens N. Korea as talks begin 
BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS 

Representatives of the government of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) began a meeting with U.S,. govern
ment officials September 7 in Berlin. Wash
ington has declared that its goal in the ne
gotiations is to persuade Pyongyang to can
cel alleged plans to test a long-range mis
sile it has supposedly built. 

The big-business media have published 
repeated articles and editorials for the last two 
months spreading unsubstantiated statements, 
originating largely from U.S. intelligence, of 
"threatening behavior" from the DPRK. 

"The United States says the Berlin talks 
are intended to emphasize the advantages 
to North Korea of toning down its threaten
ing behavior, and in particular of shelving 
its plan to test its newest long-range rocket, 
the Taepodong 2," said an article in the Sep
tember 7 New York Times. "The rocket may 
have a range of up to 6,000 miles, enabling 
it to hit Hawaii and parts of Alaska." 

A year ago, Tokyo and Washington ac
cused the DPRK of test-firing a shorterrange 
missile over Japan. The DPRK government 
has maintained the rocket launched a satel
lite. 

In August, Washington dispatched two 
additional military reconnaissance ships 
near the DPRK, supposedly to monitor the 
imminent launch of the new rocket. The 
White House has also used these allegations 
to justify its previous decision to deploy the 
Theater Missile Defense system in south
eastAsia, signing an agreement with Tokyo 
August 16 to do this as a joint project. 

This system would give U.S. imperialism 
a first-strike nuclear capacity for the first time, 

augmenting its already large military deploy
ments in that part of the world aimed against 
the workers states in China and Korea .. 

Washington - which carried out the 
bloody 1950-53 war against the Korean 
people and has kept the country divided ever 
since - maintains 40,000 troops in south 
Korea, armed with nuclear weapons, and 
50,000 in Japan. It has recently threatened 
the government of Kazakhstan with sanc
tions if it went ahead with sales of MIG jet 
fighters to the DPRK, and has promised 
Seoul it will lift limits in order to allow the 
south Korean regime to obtain missiles that 
can reach northern Korea. 

Some politicians in Washington are at
tempting to whip up anticommunism and 
war hype around this issue. U.S. Senator 
Mitchell McConnell, chairman of the Na
tional Republican Senatorial Committee, 
recently sent a fund-raising letter to the pub
lic stating, "Dear Fellow American: My col
leagues in the United States Senate must 
have your immediate help to protect our 
country from a potentially devastating 
nuclear attack." 

Titled "Nuclear Crisis Action Survey," the 
letter solicited contributions ranging from 
$25 to $1,000 while asking questions such 
as: "We want your opinions on how you 
want the Senate to act on the shocking in
formation that has only recently come to our 
attention: The Communist North Korean 
government has obtained nuclear technol
ogy and possibly the capability of reaching 
our shores with nuclear missiles .... 

"By the time we retaliate with our own 
missiles, their nuclear bombs will have al
ready killed hundreds of thousands of our 

citizens.And the reason is the Clinton-Gore 
administration for years refused to allow 
deployment of the military's missile defense 
program." 

Initially peddled as an idea during the 
administration of former U.S. president 
Ronald Reagan, this "Star Wars" missile 
system is now under implementation by the 
Clinton administration. 

This has gone hand-in-hand with stepped 
up moves by the White House against the 
rights of working people in the United 
States -the establishment of a North 
American military command aimed at "do
mestic" supporters of"rogue" nations, soar
ing incarceration rates, use offederal police 
agencies against workers on strike, and the 
attempts to whip up hysteria over supposed 
Chinese spies. The DPRK is on 
Washington's list of such "rogue" nations 
that supposedly promote terrorism. 

Washington and Tokyo are threatening to 
cut off the small amounts of food aid they 
sent to Pyongyang after repeated floods 
caused severe food shortages in the DPRK 
between 1995 and 1998. The Japanese gov
ernment has also stated it will suspend per
mission to Koreans living in Japan to send 
remittances to relatives at home, which to
tal between $250 million and $600 million 
per year, if the alleged rocket testing is car
ried out. 

These threats are equally aimed against 
Beijing. "The Chinese must know that there 
is no chance of putting off the theater mis
sile defense if the North Koreans launch," 
said James Kelly, president of the Pacific 
Forum of the Center for Strategic and Inter
national Studies. 
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Workers from. Carolinas march in Charlotte 
Continued from front page 

in Natchez, Mississippi, where tire workers 
are marking the one year anniversary of their 
strike against Titan Tire Co. 

Members of Local 850 are proud of the 
strength of their long strike. Only 15 or 16 
members have crossed the picket line andre
turned to work. "They're trying to break us but 
they're losing. I never thought we'd be out this 
long. I don't think anybody did. It's been hard, 
but you can't turn your back on the union," 
said John Chapman, a worker with 11 years in 
the plant. He went on, "I've seenfrom the 
beginning, this fight is about the unions get
ting stronger in the South." 

The parade included trucks driven by mem
bers of the International Brotherhood offeam
sters and members of the UnitedAuto Work
ers from a truck assembly plant in Winnsboro, 
South Carolina. · · 

There were contingents from the Commu
nication Workers of America, construction 
electricians in the International Brotherhood 
of Electricians, postal workers, and a float 
from Philip Morris tobacco plant workers who 
are organized by the Bakery, Confectionery 
and Tobacco Workers in Concord, North Caro
lina. A marching band and precision dancers 
from Johnson C. Smith University, a histori
cally Black campus, helped lead the parade. 

A member ofUSWA Local1133, Cise Th
ompson, said this was his first Labor Day off 
work, won by his local in their last contract. 
Thompson, who works at Firestone Tire in 
Kings Mountain, North Carolina, wore his hard 
hat and carried a sledge hammer as he marched 

Members of Distributive Workers Local 
2828 at Merita Bakery came to support the 
Local850 strikers. Ethel Roseboro, a member 
of2828, said, "When we went on strike at the 
bakery it made the company look at us as 
people for the first time. They learned ales
son from us, that together there is strength." 

Public service workers, including house
keepers at the campuses of the University of 

North Carolina, are organizing into Local I 50 
of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America. At least two students 
came to the rally from the University ofNorth 
Carolina- Chapel Hill. 

The one contingent from the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employ
ees (UNITE) was from Whiteville, near 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 

Also present were mechanics from the In
ternational Association of Machinists at US 
Airways. Their local has formed a strike com
mittee and a phone tree, and are prepared to 
set up a strike kitchen if they are forced out on 
strike at the end of a 30-day "cooling off pe
riod" 

"We've drawn a line in the sand," said Ken 
Corley, a mechanic at the US Airways main
tenance base here, "and we have to have the 
resolve to cross that line. We have to go out as 
one, and come back as one." 

Jeanne FitzMaurice is a member of UNITE in 
Centreville, Alabama. Floyd Fowler is mem
ber of the USWA inAtlanta. 
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Tire strikers from USWA Local850 led Labor Day parade in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Miners rally to defend lifetime health care 
BY CLAY DENNISON 

BESSEMER, Alabama- A standing
room-onlycrowdofmorethan 1,600people,a 
large number of them retired miners and their 
spouses, packed the Bessemer Civic Center 
September 7 for a "Keep the Promise: Save 
the Coal Act" meeting called by United 
Mineworkers ofAmerica (UMWA). 

The Coal Act is federal legislation that 
guarantees company-funded, lifetime health 
coverage for UMWA retirees and their 
dependants. This Combined Benefit Plan cur
rently covers 66,000 retirees, their spouses, 
and miners' widows. The rally kicked off a 
national campaign that will involve rallies in 

Indiana, Utah, Pennsylvania, and West Vir
ginia and will culminate with a march in 
Washington, D.C., in November. 

The president, vice president, and secre
tary treasurer ofthe UMWA were present on 
the stage, as well as district officials and area 
politicians. 

Grant Crandall, general counsel for the 
UMWA, reviewed three recent federal court 
decisions favoring coal operators that chip 
away at the funding for the health plan. One 
decision said that the operators need pay into 
the health care fund only 90 percent of what 
they had been paying, another ruled that the 
fund had to reimburse the companies for "over-

payments," and a third released companies 
who claimed to have stopped operations be
fore 1974 from the obligation to pay into the 
fimd 

Mike Holland, a trustee of the health fund, 
explained that the fund was in danger ofbeing 
unable to pay medical bills as early as the 
first quarter of next year. 

UMWA president Cecil Roberts explained 
the history of the fund- the promise oflife
time health care was one of the gains won by 
miners in a 1946 strike. He urged pensioners 
and widows who aren't currently members of 
the union to rejoin, and called on everyone 
present to sign up two associate members. 

Puerto Rican prisoners prepare to be released 
Continued from Page 8 
Rican post office in 1978 and attributed it to 
independence fighters. FBI agents were in
volved in the cover-up of the 1978 cop murder 
of two young independence advocates at the 
Cerro Maravilla mountaintop in Puerto Rico. 

support for the campaign to free the politi
cal prisoners. Some of them lashed out 
sharply at Hillary Clinton. Democratic con
gressman Jose Serrano said he felt "grave 
disappointment and anger" at her for not 
consulting with him before issuing her pub
lic statement and said he was "rescinding 
my encouragement of her candidacy." 

The countercampaign against the inde
pendentistas underscores challenges they 
will face once released from prison. Last 
year one of them, Antonio Camacho, was 
paroled but soon reincarcerated for suppos
edly violating the restrictive conditions of 

his release. 
At the September 6 press conference in 

Chicago, Jose Lopez pointed to the danger of 
the FBI and other cop agencies railroading the 
activists back to prison on charges of parole 
violations. Puerto Rican activists, family 
members, and attorneys planned to organize a 
"citizens alert network" to guard against such 
attacks, he said. 

In San Juan, the human rights commis
sion of the Puerto Rican Bar Association an
nounced on September 8 the formation of a 
committee of 20 attorneys who would work 
as a network of monitors "to see that [the 

government] respects the rights of the Puerto 
Rican prisoners." Harry Andaluze, head of 
the monitors committee, told the press that if 
any of the freed independence fighters is 
harassed, those responsible "will have to 
confront the entire people of Puerto Rico." 

Most of the independentistas have ex
pressed their desire to move to Puerto Rico 
once they are released. 

Harvey McArthur is a member of United 
Food and Commercial Workers. Patricia 
Thompson and Bill Estrada contributed to 
this article. 

Prominent capitalist politicians from Demo
cratic presidential candidate William Bradley 
and Sen. Daniel Moynihan to Republican House 
of Representatives Majority Leader Richard 
Armey and Senator Orrin Hatch joined the 
campaign to pressure Clinton to withdraw the 
offer. Other outspoken critics include New York 
mayor Rudolph Giuliani, Chicago mayor Rich
ard Daley, New York police commissioner 
Howard Safir, and other cops. 

Committees in both the House and Senate 
have announced investigations into Clinton's 
so-called clemency offer, arguing that Clin
ton made the move to win votes for Hillary 
Rodham Clinton's U.S. Senate campaign in 
New York state, where more than 1 million 
Puerto Ricans live. 

-IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP----

In response, Hillary Clinton herself at
tacked the prisoners on September 4 and called 
on Clinton to withdraw the offer, saying they 
had "failed to renounce violence." That same 
day, the White House suddenly announced it 
was giving the prisoners a deadline of Sep
tember 10 to accept its terms of release. 

The dispute put prominent Democratic poli
ticians who are Puerto Rican in a bind, since 
they both support the Clintons and have voiced 
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Single mothers, sin taxes are class questions 
The following excerpts are from 

"Capitalism's Deadly World Disorder," a 
talk presented by Socialist Workers Party 
national secretary Jack Barnes to partici
pants in a regional socialist educational con
ference in Greensboro, North Carolina, in 
Apri11993. The selection appears under the 
heading, "All politics is class politics."The 
entire talk, with a question-and-answer pe
riod, is published in Capitalism's World Dis
order: Working-Class Politics at the Millen
nium. The book is copyright© 1999 by Path
finder Press, reprinted by permission. 

BY JACK BARNES 
Every time some politician pontificates 

about the "culture war," workers should re
member it is really about justifying reaction
ary assaults on our rights and conditions on 
and off the job. It is about justifying the cop 

from the pages of 

Capitalism's 
World Disorder 
beatings of workers every night. It is about 
justifYing assaults on women's rights. It is about 
dignity. It is about getting us to accept that 
since we are working people, we should ex
pect a lesser standard of dignity than is ac
corded those who sanctimoniously preach to 
us about dignity. It is about getting us to ac
cept being treated as commodities. 

Labor's answer to the "culture war" must 
be to build a leadership capable of acting on 
the conviction that every time the capitalists 
say "we" - "we" Americans, "we" at Gen
eral Motors, "we" family people, "we" who 
speak English- they are lying. 

Every time the capitalists blame part of us 
for what they are trying to impose on all of us, 
they are trying to turn us against each other. 
They do not want us to be able to effectively 
fight them. 

They want us to become the kind of people 
they say we should aspire to be. Beneath their 

, . moralizing pronouncements, the capitalists 
promote ever more reactionary, ever more an
tihuman attitudes in their drive to undermine 
social solidarity and crush the ability of the 
working class and our organizations to orga
nize struggles and win. 

That is why communists insist on looking 
at everything the employers and their govern
ment do as class questions. That is what lies 
behind all their policies. But the rulers do ev
erything they can to stop us from recognizing 
politics as class questions. 

They do all they can to stop us from acting 
politically as a class. They do not want us to 
think about each other as workers. They want 
us to think about each other as employed or 
unemployed, Black or white, "American" or 
immigrant, men or women, young or old. But 
we have to cut through the way they present 
things and explain the class realities they are 
covering up. 

'Single mothers' 
Politicians talk a lot these days about the 

''problem of single mothers," for example. But 
what about women in the capitalist class, or 
even the surviving remnants of the feudal ar
istocracy? Aren't they all single mothers? Isn't 
the queen of England a single mother? Such 
ruling-class women may or may not be con
nected with a husband through some legal, 
financial arrangement. That is irrelevant, how
ever. Their husbands certainly do not build 
their lives around their families. Talk about 
"deadbeat dads"! 

Men and women in the ruling class are very 
busy people; they have things to do. They have 
professions to engage in, hobbies to enjoy, 
money to make, governments to run, charities 
to organize, employees to keep an eye on. They 
hire people to raise their children. The chil
dren are raised very well. They are taught to 
read and write when they are very young. They 
receive good educations. They are given self
confidence and taught that they have an im
portant place in the world. 

So, women in the ruling class, and many 
upper-middle-class women too, are single 
mothers; the difference is in the economic 
and social arrangements these mothers 
have .... 

Whenever the capitalist politicians and 
their defenders seek to justify their reaction
ary policies, we have to go deeper to the class 
question behind every single one of them. Take 

the widely publicized pro
test organized in February by 
this new right-wing group 
"Lead or Leave" outside the 
American Association of 
Retired Persons headquar
ters, for example. When 
leaders of this self-pro
claimed youth organization 
rail demagogically against 
the cost of Social Security, 
we have to explain that it is 
not "the elderly" they are at
tacking. It is an assault on a 
section of the working 
class- those who depend on 
Social Security. Many eld
erly people in this country 
have no need for Social Se
curity and actually agree 
with Lead or Leave. The 
minute we reduce this to an 
attack on "the elderly" we 
begin losing the battle. 

Vanguard workers want 
"the elderly" to have an 
equal opportunity to partici-

Militant/Scott Breen 
"The rulers ••• do not want us to think about each other as workers. They want us to think about each other 
as employed or unemployed, Black or white,' American'or immigrant, men or women, young or old." Above, 
picket ofTeamsters on strike at mP meatpacking plant in Wallula, Washington, in June 1999. 

pate fully in social life as part of their lifetime 
of creating social wealth. We are for being gen
erous to the "high net worth" elderly in this 
regard too. Ross Perot's demagogy about the 
"outrage" ofbillionaires like himself receiv
ing Social Security checks is simply designed 
to soften up public opinion to begin unraveling 
retirement pensions as a social entitlement. 
The working class must fight for universal So
cial Security, regardless of class or income. 

The trap ofliberal 'reforms' 
Or take the attempt to use a "sin tax" as 

economic pressure. Clinton, for example, is 
putting an increased tax on cigarettes in his 
budget proposal to Congress. Think about what 
such taxes mean in class terms. One class can 
afford to pay the "sin tax" without even stop
ping to think about it. The other class is pun
ished economically for buying certain things 
and then scolded by their inferiors in the bar
gain. 

I believe that cigarettes cause cancer and do 
all kinds ofharmful things to your health. But 
under a workers government, there will be not 
one penny of tax on cigarettes. Or on beer. That 
is the pledge of a workers government. Not one 
penny. If the workers movement is going to edu
cate adults on the health effects of different 
habits, it has to do so without combining such 
education with differential economic punish
ments. That is the only road to free women and 
men remaking themselves. 

The Clinton administration's national health 
care proposal is another example. It is all well 
and good for Hillary Clinton, the head of the 
White House health care task force, to say that 
everyone will stand in the same lines for lim
ited medical resources and everything is going 
to be fair. Most workers would be ready to fight 
for the principle that ifWilliam or Hillary Clin
ton got on line as number five at a Health Main
tenance Organization and somebody else got 
on line as number seven, one of the Clintons 
has a right to the prior appointment. But most 
workers also know this is not how it works in 
the real world, even if they do not explain it in 
clear class terms. Most workers know that the 
members of the entire class whose interests 
William Clinton represents do not have to stand 
on line, ever. 

The truth is that the Clinton administration's 
so-called national health care program is a 
fraud. It is a way to further the class organiza
tion of medicine. It is a scheme to subsidize 
the ruling class and their giant insurance com
panies, HMOs, and other big businesses. It is 
the institutionalization of class differentiation 
in health care rationing in the name of "re
form."! 

Communist workers are also against what is 
broadly referred to as "prison reform." That, for 
sure, is a class question. We are for defending 
any con against any brutality or arbitrariness, 
and we are for prisoners taking as much space 
as they can get to break down the barriers that 

I. In his January 1995 State of the Union ad
dress, Clinton dumped the proposed health care 
plan, saying his administration had bitten "Off more 
than we could chew." Meanwhile, the percentage of 
the U.S. population with no health insurance cover
age increased to 16 percent in 1999 from 13.6 per
cent in 1990. The share of employed U.S. workers 
covered by employer-sponsored health plans has 
fallen by nearly 1 0 percent since the late 1980s, 
while more and more workers are being forced to 
pay an increasing share of the costs of job-linked 
insurance plans. 

separate them from the rest of society and 
deprive them of their rights. 

But we are against education being orga
nizedby the prisons. We are against therapy 
being organized by the prisons. Because any
thing organized through the prison system 
and imposed upon a con, even if supposedly 
"voluntary," is an attempt to control them, 
to break them, to make them complicit with 
the horrors ofhow prisons are organized and 
run under capitalism. It is a degrading re
flection of the values and brutalities of de
clining bourgeois society. 

Better alcoholic treatment programs, bet
ter sex offenders programs, better substance 
abuse programs, better job training programs 
for prisoners - these reforms are all de
signed to do the same thing as gangs in the 
prison yard and corruption in the cell blocks. 
Everything is organized to turn cons against 
one another, to reinforce the worst, dog-eat
dog values ofbourgeois society, to differen
tiate the incarcerated. 

The fight of the working class is the oppo
site. Not to organize anything through the 
prisons, but to break down every barrier we 
can between the life of prisoners and life 
beyond those walls. 

None of these prison programs have any
thing to do with education or medical treat
ment. None have anything to do with raising 
the self-confidence and affirming the dig
nity of anyone. All are part of" owning up" to 
your own supposed inhumanity, instead of 
reaching beyond the bars to productive work 
and revolutionary activity as free men and 

women with dignity intact. 
The expansion of supposedly voluntary 

sexual offenders programs in the prisons in 
recent years is part of the hysteria the rulers 
have had some success in whipping up around 
this question; it is one of the most effective 
pretexts they have found so far to justify push
ing back democratic rights. These programs 
are of a piece with repressive laws like the 
one passed in Washington state three years 
ago allowing juries to indefinitely jail- and 
inflict "therapy'' on - individuals convicted 
of violent sex crimes who have already served 
out their terms. 2 

2. Although the Washington state law was ruled 
unconstitutional by a federal judge inAugust 1995 

· on grounds that it violated due process by punish
ing individuals twice for a single crime, a similar 
Kansas state law was upheld by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in June 1997. In May 1996 Clinton signed 
into law a federal statute making it mandatory for 
state governments to notifY communities when a 
person previously convicted of a sex offense moves 
into a local neighborhood; the 1994 Federal Crime 
Bill had already required state and local authori
ties to register and track these persons for at least 
ten years. While neighbor notification provisions 
in several states have been ruled unconstitutional 
in federal court, the highest U.S. appeals courts to 
rule on the constitutionality of such laws upheld 
the New Jersey legislation (the so-called Megan's 
Law) and a similar law in New York in August 
1997. 

-25 AND 50 YEARS AGO 

THE MILITANT 
September 20, 1974 

Vice-president-designate Nelson Rock
efeller commended President Ford's pardon 
ofNixon, saying it was an act "of conscience, 
compassion, and courage." 

"Rockefeller has a lot of nerve commend
ing the pardon," George Preston, a Black 
teacher at the City College ofNew York, told 
The Militant in an on-the-street interview on 
Manhattan's Lower East Side. 

"What aboutAttica?" Preston continued. 
"Rockefeller didn't pardon those brothers at 
Attica! Where was Rockefeller's conscience, 
where was his compassion, where was his 
courage when he ordered those brothers 
killed?!" 

Why were the Attica inmates murdered? 
Because they were fighting against the inhu
man conditions they were forced to live un
der. 

Sixty-one of these men, who were stand
ing up for their dignity as human beings, are 
the ones who have been indicted for the Attica 
revolt. Not a single prison guard, state trooper, 
National Guard, or government official faces 
any charges stemming from the bloody crush
ing of that rebellion. The grand jury that in
dicted the 61 Attica Brothers let Rockefeller 
and Nixon remain at large. 

George Preston said: "Nixon is a crimi
nal. He should be in jail, but if they're going 
to give him an unconditional pardon they 
should give all the criminals - whatever 
that means-and unconditional pardon too. 

THE MILITANT 
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September 19, 1949 
Through his steel "fact-finding" board, 

Truman has leveled a crippling blow at the 
"fourth round" wage drive of the CIO. The 
board's report rejects any wage increase for 
the CIO steel workers and urges a wage freeze 
for all industry. 

The board coupled its ban on wage in
creases with a statement of economic doc
trine that has disastrous implications for all 
future wage demands oflabor. The board de
nied that higher profits and productivity jus
tify higher wages. 

Philip Murray, president of both the CIO 
and the United Steel Workers, had committed 
the union in advance to accept anything the 
board proposed, no matter how meager. He 
promptly accepted the board's report because 
it contained a sop by way of recommendation 
for company financed health insurance and 
pensions at a miserably low level. 

If the steel workers are now forced to strike, 
they enter the struggle under the tremendous 
handicap of the Truman board's report which 
would limit their aims to insurance and pen
sions that would cost the companies not more 
than 8 cents an hour average per worker and 
would not add a penny to their immediate in
comes. How much better off the workers would 
have been ifMuriay had not saddled them with 
Truman's board and its recommendations. But 
they may be forced to fight in spite of all handi
caps for the defense of their union and living 
standards. 
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-EDITORIALS----------

Free all the Puerto Rican patriots! 
We weren 't freed from prison because suddenly the U.S. gov
ernment, like St. Paul, saw the light. They freed us from 
prison because of international pressure. 

RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA 
"Puerto Rico: Independence Is A Necessity" 

The expected release from jail of 11 Puerto Rican po
litical prisoners registers a victory for all working people 
and a step forward in the fight for Puerto Rico's indepen
dence. It's the result ofthe new rise for more than a year 
of the struggle to end U.S. colonial rule ofthe island na
tion, which has coincided with a change in the mass psy
chology of the working class in the United States. It's a 
pressure similar to what Rafael Cancel Miranda points to 
above - referring to the release ofhimself and four other 
pro-independence fighters from U.S. jails 20 years ago
that brought about this result. 

One indication that this struggle has a growing mass 
character today is that the demand to free the Puerto Rican 
political prisoners became a prominent issue in bourgeois 
politics in recent weeks. The storm of debate among capi
talist politicians touched off by Hillary Clinton's call to 
withdraw her husband's "pardon" offer shows that. 

The conditions for release imposed by the Clinton ad
ministration are onerous. Supporters of the defense cam
paign correctly took the stance that they would respect 
whatever decision the prisoners made on Clinton's offer. 
As Cancel Miranda aptly put it, "We will greet any freed 
prisoner with open arms, but we demand all 17 prisoners 
be released immediately with no conditions. They are all 
patriots and none is a criminal. Justice cannot be done 
halfway." 

Independentistas from Chicago to New York to San Juan 
are now preparing a hero's welcome for the fighters when 
they walk out of jail. There's every reason to celebrate. At 
the same time, supporters ofPuerto Rico's independence and 
all backers of the struggle to free the 17 must remain vigilant 
and demand the Clinton administration hold its word and 
release them now. After 12 of the prisoners accepted Clinton's 
restrictive conditions prior to his September 10 deadline, the 

White House said the release was now out of its hands and 
under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Bureau of Prisons. But the 
bureau's officials were among the first to oppose the U.S. 
president's offer of"clemency" to begin with. Until they 
walk out of prison, the fire must remain on the Clinton ad
ministration to free them immediately. 

This struggle is completely intertwined with the fight for 
the independence of Puerto Rico, which is a necessity to 
advance the interests not only of the Puerto Rican people but 
of the overwhelming majority of the people in the United 
States. 

The conditions U.S. domination has created in Puerto 
Rico- where the average income is less than half that of 
Mississippi, the poorest U.S. state- have forced 4 of every 
10 Puerto Ricans to emigrate to the United States in search 
of jobs and a living income. Puerto Ricans are an important 
component of the working class in the United States. 

U.S. colonial rule of Puerto Rico reinforces racism and 
other divisions among working people in the United States 
that undermine the labor movement and serve the inter
ests of the employers. Colonialism feeds every reaction
ary force in U.S. society- from those who promote "En
glish only" measures and want to end bilingual educa
tion, to those who attack affirmative action and other hard
fought gains of working people. 

Colonial rule of Puerto Rico also strengthens the abil
ity of the U.S. rulers to erode the democratic rights of 
working people in the United States. FBI spying, harass
ment, and frame-ups of Puerto Rican advocates of inde
pendence, unionists, and other fighters have been well 
documented for more than half a century. 

All those who work for a living have a stake in learning 
and telling the truth about the struggle against U.S. colo
nial rule in Puerto Rico. 

We urge our readers to join a campaign of protests and 
public events to press the U.S. government to stop delaying its 
release of 11 of the prisoners, as well as to oppose any victim
ization of them once they are out. And we must redouble our 
demand that Washington free all the remaining Puerto Rican 
political prisoners. 

Imperialist hands off E. Timor 
All supporters of the East Timorese struggle for national 

independence must oppose the imperialist intervention in 
East Timor that is now being prepared. Assuming the 
mantle of"peacekeepers," the troops will stand between 
the East Timorese and their fight for nationhood. 

Events are moving with great speed in East Timor. In 
the days after their defeat in a referendum on autonomy, 
pro-Jakarta militias organized by the Indonesian army have 
used murderous terror to force many East Timorese from 
their homes. 

As devastating as these brutal tactics are for working 
people, they derive from weakness and desperation. The 
referendum results threw in the face of Indonesia's rulers 
their complete failure to gain acquiescence for their "inte
gration" of East Timor. Four out of five voters cast a vote 
against it. This came after 24 years of occupation and 
200,000 dead. And in spite of the superior weaponry and 
organization of the militias, the residents ofDili and other 
cities have organized self-defense against the massacres 
and burnings, along with mass political actions. 

Citing the "emergency" and seeming "chaos," the im
perialist powers are preparing to send in their troops. Two 
Australian navy ships carrying 500 soldiers are now in 
East Timorese waters, and up to 5,000 troops have been 
placed on alert. The New Zealand rulers have prepared as 
many as 800 troops to be involved. Other powers are also 
preparing to intervene. 

In citing "emergency and chaos" the imperialists are 
fundamentally thinking of the independence struggle and 
its consequences. Working people in East Timor took up 
arms against Portuguese colonialism in a successful re-

hellion 25 years ago. Pro-independence forces then 
emerged victorious from a short-lived civil war. 

It was then, in 1975, that Indonesian troops invaded. 
Behind the Indonesian invasion was the hand ofWashing
ton and its allies, including Canberra and Wellington. They 
feared the independence struggle as much as did Jakarta, 
and viewed the Indonesian government and military as 
trustworthy allies. The military won that trust with the 
massacres ofthe mid-1960s, which set back the struggles 
of working people in Indonesia for generations and estab
lished the Suharto "New Order" regime. 

The alliance of these powers with the Indonesian gov
ernment continues to this day. But Jakarta - weakened 
by a formidable economic crisis, the fall of the Suharto 
regime, and deepening social struggles - can no longer en
sure stability in East Timor. That is behind the imperialists' 
preparation for intervention. 

The East Timorese people, who have shown time and 
time again that they will accept nothing short of genuine 
independence, are not well served by those who call for 
imperialist intervention under the United Nations flag or 
on some other basis. They are not "defenseless." 

Calls for economic sanctions against Indonesia itself 
are also misdirected. They place trust in the imperialist 
powers, who are the deadly enemy of working peoples' 
struggles. And sanctions would drive down even further 
the living standards of workers and farmers in Indonesia, 
who are waging struggles of their own on many fronts. 

Today, supporting the fight for East Timor's indepen
dence starts with opposing both occupation by Indone
sian forces and intervention by imperialist troops. 

End U.S. threats to N. Korea 
Below we reprint the greetings Socialist Workers 

Party national secretary Jack Barnes sent to the Work
ers Party of Korea on the occasion ofthe September 9 
anniversary ofthe founding ofthe Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea. 

The Socialist Workers Party sends revolutionary greet
ings on this 51st anniversary of the founding of the Demo
cratic People's Republic of Korea. 

We denounce the recent threats of military aggression 
and provocations by Washington and Tokyo, as well as by 
their backers in Seoul, against your country - using the 
supposed imminent testing of a rocket by the DPRK to 
justify their prior decision to launch a "Star Wars" The
ater Missile Defense system, aimed not only against the 
people of Korea but of China as well. In June, Seoul's 
Navy, which is backed and financed by U.S. imperialism, 
sank a vessel from your country, killing all seventeen 
Korean seamen aboard in another indication of who is the 
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aggressor in the Korean peninsula. 
More than half a century ago, as the imperialist rulers 

in Washington were proclaiming an "American century," 
the Korean people were already waging their struggle for 
independence and self-determination - a heroic fight that 
dealt one of the first blows to Washington's pretensions 
and led to the defeat ofU.S. imperialism's attemptto over
turn the Democratic People's Republic ofKorea. 

We will continue to join with others in telling the truth 
about Korea, especially among working people resisting 
the attacks by the employers on their working and living 
conditions and democratic rights here in the United States. 
It is among these fighters in city and countryside, who are 
increasingly resisting the effects of the capitalist crisis, 
that the Korean people will find their best allies. 

We stand with you in the fight to get all U.S. troops and 
weaponry out of Korea, to take the steps necessary to de
fend Korea's national sovereignty, and to reunify the Ko
rean nation. 

Eyewitness 
report from 
Navy zone 
in Vieques 
Continued from Page 9 
military bases out ofPuerto Rico," Guadalupe emphasized. 

Another aspect of the growing U.S. military presence in 
this Caribbean nation - which is already covered with U.S. 
bases - is the current transfer of the U.S. Southern Com
mand from Panama to Puerto Rico. A protest against this 
stepped-up military presence took place August 27 in front of 
Ft. Buchanan in San Juan. 

On September 1, under the banner "We want to study 
without the military," thousands of students marched 
through the University of Puerto Rico (UPR) campus in 
Rio Piedras, in the San Juan metropolitan area, to protest 
the presence of the Reserve Officers' Training Cmps (ROTC) 
on campus and demand the U.S. Navy get out ofVieques. 
Student struggles during the anti-Vietnam War movement 
forced ROTC out of the UPR campuses in 1971. But the of
ficer-training program still recruits students from its off
campus site. 

Rise in social struggles 
The resurgence ofthe struggle to remove the U.S. Navy 

from Vieques has been intertwined with the fight to release 
the Puerto Rican political prisoners, a battle that appears on 
the verge of an important victory. A large demonstration call
ing for the release of the prisoners was held in San Juan 
August 29. Virtually all the high school students visiting the 
restricted area ofVieques expressed support for the release 
of the prisoners. 

Both struggles register the new rise of anticolonial and 
labor resistance in Puerto Rico, signaled last year with the 
widely popular strike by telephone workers against the 
government's - ultimately successful - move to sell the 
state-owned telephone company. Half a million workers 
waged a two-day general strike in July 1998 in support of 
the phone workers and what they saw as their national 
patrimony. 

The working-class resistance can also be seen in anum
ber of other social struggles, from the fight against gov
ernment attacks on the health-care system to protests 
against the deteriorating water service. 

On August 20, the town ofToa Alta, west of San Juan, 
erupted in an angry protest over unmet promises to pro
vide reliable water service and clean bathrooms at a local 
high school. Some 500 high school students, infuriated 
by the latest postponement in installing new water tanks, 
marched out of school that morning to demonstrate in front 
of the mayor's office. 

When the police began to violently shove them around, 
the youth fought back, pelting the cops with rocks and 
lying down in the road to block traffic. Hundreds of stu
dents then marched to police headquarters to protest the 
brutality and trapped four cops in the station. Authorities 
responded by sending in riot police, SWAT teams, and 
police helicopters. 

Migdalia Jimenez, a member of the Young Socialists in 
Chicago, contributed to this article. 
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AlaskaAirlines . 
workers hold 
information pickets 

This column is devoted to re
porting the resistance by working 
people to the employers' assault 
on their living standards, work-

picket. He told the Militant, "We 
are fighting for money, after hav
ing had a 25 percent pay cut since 
1985, and for more than $15 an 

ON THE PICKET LINE 
ing conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 
short items to this column as a way 
for other fighting workers around 
the world to read about and learn 
from these important struggles. 
Jot down a few lines about what is 
happening in your union, at your 
workplace, or other workplaces 
in your area, including interest
ing political discussions. 

LOS ANGELES- Coordinated 
demonstrations were held at airports 
in Seattle and Spokane, Washing
ton; Los Angeles; and Portland, Or
egon, September 3 to support more 
than 3,000 customer service and res
ervations workers in their contract 
fight at Alaska Airlines. Contract 
talks between the airline and mem
bers of the InternationalAssociation 
of Machinists {lAM) have been on 
and off since early this year. 

A central demand is for higher 
wages. Alaska workers are paid 30-
50 percent below the industry av
erage, and their wages have 
dropped 25 percent since 1985. A 
union brochure distributed to pas
sengers in Los Angeles points out 
that "many employees qualify for 
public assistance and food 
stamps ... but that company profits 
have been over $200 million in the 
last two years." 

Pickets chanted slogans all day, 
and hundreds of passing cars, buses, 
and trucks honked in solidarity. 

As part of management's cam
paign to intimidate the unionists, 
they fired six workers for allegedly 
organizing a sick-out on April16. 
On that day 28 Alaska flights were 
canceled; the airline claims more 
than 330 employees called in sick. 

The all-day picket line in front 
of theAlaskaAirlines ticket counter 
here drew 115 Alaska workers from 
Los Angeles, Burbank, Orange 
County, and Ontario airports. A 
dozen other lAM members from 
Northwest, Hudson General, US 
Airways, and TWA joined the 
picket, as did airport workers from 
the Service Employees Interna
tional Union involved in efforts to 
organize Argenbright airport and 
ground service workers. 

Dru Secrist from Orange County 
was one of 22 workers, out of a 
workforce of 32, who came to 

hour after decades of seniority. The 
union is asking for the industry 
average." He added, "We should 
not sign any contract unless the six 
fired workers get their jobs back 
with back pay." 

Christine Carey pointed out, 
"pay only goes up in pennies. After 
two years here I'm only making 30 
cents an hour more." 

David Edwards said, "We should 
stand up for a working wage and 
not be so submissive. I am really 
excited about this picket; it's the 
best thing we've done." 

Ontario gold miners 
wage hard-fought strike 

TORONTO - Gold miners in 
Red Lake, a small mining commu
nity in northwestern Ontario, are 
into their fourth year on strike 
against Goldcorp Inc. The strike by 
members ofUnited Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) Local950 began 
June 23, 1996, and is the longest 
gold-mining strike in Canadian his
tory. 

In a phone interview August 4, 
Dwight Globush, a millwright who 
has worked in the mine for 22 years 
and is also president of the local, 
said the strike was provoked by the 
attitude ofGoldcorp's chairman and 
majority shareholder, Robert 
McEwen. "We've had a union con
tract at the mine since the mid-
1960s," said Globush, "but McEwen 
decided he wanted to rewrite our 
contract, saying he thought our stan
dard of living was too high." 

Miners rejected McEwen's new 
contract offer, which proposed a 40-
hour work week but did not specify 
over which days or weeks the 40 
hours would be worked. The com
pany demanded an end to shift pre
mium payments as well. Miners at 
Goldcorp are paid Can$3 (US$2) 
less an hour than the industry aver
age, said Globush. The company 
also wanted to weaken layoff and 
recall rights, as well as institute "se
curity measures" that would in
clude strip searches of miners. 

Ofthe 187 miners who began the 
strike, 102 remain on the picket 
line. The others have found other 
jobs but remain strike supporters 
and donate their strike pay to the 
local, Globush said. Four miners 

Detroit teachers strike for wages, education rights 

Militant/John Sarge 

More than 3,000 members ofthe Detroit Federation ofTeachers and their supporters marched to the 
Detroit School Center Building September 3. The protest occurred five days after 7,200 teachers had 
begun strike action. The workers' demands for wage increases and smaller class sizes gained a sympa
thetic hearing among working people, deterring the authorities from the use of antiunion legislation. A 
newly passed measure aimed specifically at teachers was not employed. Strikers mounted spirited picket 
lines throughout the week. On September 8 they decided at a mass meeting to return to work while a vote 
is held on a tentative contract settlement. 

have crossed the picket line. The 
strikers also face an injunction lim
iting four pickets to each gate. 

The strikers are receiving regu
lar cash donations from other 
USWA locals, including large regu
lar donations from the two largest 
USWA locals in Ontario: copper 
miners from Local6500 in Sudbury 
and basic steelworkers from Local 
1005 in Hamilton. 

Globush said the local's member
ship includes four women and a 
number ofNative Indians. The Na
tive Friendship Centre in Red Lake 
has organized food drives for the 
strike and a Strikers' Wives' Action 
Group has organized solidarity 
marches in the town. 

On June 2, several striking min
ers made the 1 ,600-mile drive to 
Toronto to participate in a demon
stration organized by the USWA 
Toronto Area Council outside 
Goldcorp' s annual meeting of 
shareholders. Several miners went 
into the meeting, including Nancy 
Hutchinson, who attempted to ex
plain the issues in the strike. 

In 1995, a year before the strike 
began, Goldcorp claimed to have 
discovered a large vein of higher
grade ore below the mine. After the 
strike began, McEwen closed the 
mine and hired scabs to begin drill
ing and developing the new seam. 

McEwen claims the richness of 
the new ore find, combined with 
the installation of more modem 
mining technology, will make the 
new seam one of the lowest-cost 
mines in the world, capable of pro-

ducing 240,000 ounces of gold a 
year at a cash-cost of US$87 an 
ounce. According to Goldcorp, 
when the strike began the 
company's cost of production was 
US$360 per ounce. 

Production is expected to begin 
on the new seam in August 2000. 
McEwen said at the June 2 share
holders' meeting that production 
"could start without a settlement" 
unless the "unionized work force 
will share our vision of the future." 

The business pages of Canada's 
national newspaper, the Globe and 
Mail, have carried several articles 
encouraging investors to buy 
Goldcorp stock. The Canadian Im
perial Bank of Commerce reports 
that the company's stock value has 
risen 9.5 percent in the last year and 
rates the company as an "extremely 
attractive investment." 

Michigan auto parts 
workers fight lockout 

STERLING HEIGHTS, Michi
gan -Nine weeks into their strike 
and they see no quick resolution. 
That's the way members of United 
Auto Workers (UAW) Local 417 
described what began as a lockout 
atA. G. Simpson here. 

On June 16, as the workers gath
ered to vote on the company's second 
wage offer, management locked the 
gate. 

John Vassallo, a six-year mill
wright, described some of the is
sues. "The workforce is down to 
206 from 500. Many of us have 

been laid off in the past; some are 
still on the callback list. Now man
agement wants to install a new au
tomatic line that can put out twice 
as much as the two existing lines 
with even fewer workers." 

A.G. Simpson makes chrome
plated bumpers for Chrysler, Ford, 
and General Motors. The corpora
tion is based in Canada with three 
plants in the United States. Strikers 
say the company had succeeded in 
getting a 30-day extension from the 
union on a two-year contract that 
expired June 1. 

When supporters of the Militant 
first visited the line, more than a 
dozen Sterling Heights cops- in
famous for their brutal, public treat
ment of the Detroit News and Free 
Press strikers in 1995 - had the 
line surrounded, dressed in riot gear. 
Today, though plant production is 
at a standstill, cops patrolling the 
area continue to harass pickets and 
their supporters. 

At first a large hand-painted 
sheet, staked out at the intersection 
of Mound Road and Sterling, an
nounced their struggle and spelled 
out the union's demands. Now yard 
signs clustered at the main intersec
tion replace the sheet-sized banner, 
which the city of Sterling Heights 
has ordered them to remove. 

Mark Friedman, a member of !AM 
Local2785 in Los Angeles; Rosemary 
Ray, a memberofUSWA Local5338 
in Toronto; and Willie Reid, a mem
ber of the UAW in Detroit, contrib
uted to this column. 

-LETTERS-------------------------------------
Labor Day parade 

Pittsburgh's annual Labor Day pa
rade drew about 50,000 participants 
representing 130 unions. Of note this 
year was the well-organized and 
spirited contingent of US Airways 
Association of Flight Attendants 
who are publicizing the fact that they 
have gone almost a thousand days 
without a contract. As they marched 
they chanted "We get peanuts! They 
get big bucks!" and handed out pack
ets of peanuts to onlookers. They 
also chanted, "We support the 
lAM!," a reference to the 7,000 
USAirways International Associa
tion of Machinists members who are 
counting down a 30-day "cooling
off period" to a strike deadline set 
for September 26. 

Another group of workers in the 
march who were also reaching out 
for solidarity were in the 
Wilkinsburg Education Associa-

tion, which has worked for six years 
without a new contract or meaning
ful negotiations. In that period, the 
Wilkinsburg school board spent 
thousands to hand over the opera
tion of an elementary school to a 
private, for-profit outfit that resulted 
in the layoffs of union members. 

This private, for-profit school 
was later ruled illegal. The school 
board's latest maneuver is a quest 
to open a charter school for $1.8 
million. Mike Evans, president of 
the Wilkinsburg EducationAssocia
tion noted, "They tried privatization 
and now charter schools, like this 
is the medicine." He and many 
teachers felt the goal of the school 
board is to break the union. The 
union has announced picket lines 
for the start of the school year, 
which is September 7. 

A group of around a dozen rank
and-file members ofthe Teamsters 

union who are refuse haulers and 
predominantly Black came to the 
march with hand-lettered signs stat
ing "Murphy is a liar!," "Murphy 
is anti-labor!" Thomas Murphy is 
mayor of Pittsburgh. These work
ers holding their signs took up a po
sition across the street from the pa
rade reviewing stand that holds 
many local politicians and union of
ficials. 

They explained to Militant sup
porters that they have gone nine 
months without a contract from the 
city. They proudly noted that their 
presence forced Mayor Murphy 
from the reviewing stand. Twenty 
Militants were sold to parade par
ticipants, including members of the 
flight attendants, lAM members, 
steelworkers, and a United Mine 
Workers member. 
Lorraine Starsky 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

From behind prison bars 
I am told that you are a socialist 

newpaper. I wasn't told if there is a 
subscription cost or not, nor how 
many issues are published a year. 
If there is a charge will you con
sider waiving it as I'm in segrega
tion and can't work for the 17.5 
cents an hour they pay here (surely 
you know how prisons do it) to af
ford a subscription. If not can you 
at least send me a couple of comple
mentary issues. That will help if I 
ask someone to get me a gift sub
scription. 
A prisoner 
Munising, Michigan 

I'm 21 years of age and currently 
in prison in solitary confinement. 
My young mind is in search of wis
dom and truth about ancient Egyp
tian times up till the present day, imd 
any other information that will help 

me on my quest for supreme knowl
edge. I'm able to pay, but because 
of my situation I'm not allowed to 
have any books. 
A prisoner 
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 

The Militant offers reduced-rate 
subscriptions to working people 
behind bars of$6 for six months or 
$12 for one year. Prisoners can also 
receive a sample copy on request. 
Contributions from other readers 
make these special rates possible. 
Donations earmarked "Prisoner 
Fund" can be sent to the Militant, 
410 West St., New York, NY 10014. 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers: Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name. 
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THE MILITANT 
Protesters denounce anti-immigrant 
campaign in British Columbia 
BYMARYELLENMARUS 

VANCOUVER, British Colum
bia-"No, we are not sending them 
back!" declared Harinder Dylan from 
the Community Coalition Against 
Racism kicking off a rally outside a· 
military base in Esquimault, British 
Columbia, where 200 recent Chinese 
immigrants are detained. 

The September 6 action was orga
nized to welcome the immigrants and 
condemn their treatment by Canadian 
immigration authorities and the me
dia. More than 75 people, half of them 
youth, turned out for the rally at the 
base, which is near the city of 
Victoria. 

Allan Morrison from Trinidad in
sisted, "We should welcome the im
migrants. We all need sanctuary some
where." 

Kit Tan, a young worker from Hong 
Kong, is among the one-third ofVan
couverresidents who are of Chinese 
origin. Originally he believed that the 
Chinese immigrants who entered 
Canada "illegally" should be de
ported. 

Now, as a result of discussion, he 
said, "I've changed my mind. They 
should be allowed to stay. The politi
cians and media say we're paying thou
sands of dollars for each immigrant in 
order to try to convince us they should 
be deported." 

Marco Herrarte, who originally 
came from Guatemala as a refugee, 
pointed out, "Immigrants are just look
ing for a better life for themselves and 
their families." 

Since mid-July three ships 
crammed with nearly 450 Chinese 
migrants have been seized by the Ca
nadian Coast Guard off the shores of 
British Columbia, Canada's 
westernmost province. The immi
grants were taken to the military base 
in Esquimault where men, women, 
and children have been strip-searched, 
handcuffed, and detained while wait
ing for immigration hearings. 

Militant/ Annette Kouri 
September 6 rally outside military base in Esquimault, near Victoria, welcomes Chinese immigrants and 
denounces campaign against them by Canadian government and big-business media. 

To counter the anti-immigrant cam
paign the Urban YouthAlliance helped 
organize the September 6 "Welcome 
the Chinese" rally in Esquimault. 

Ever since, a daily anti-immigrant cam
paign has been waged by capitalist politicians 
and by the big-business media. One headline 
in the Victoria daily blared "Go Home." The 
Vancouver Province insisted, "Enough Al
ready," in a front page headline. Other news
paper headlines have warned ofthe "threat" 
of a "flood" of "illegal" immigrants, espe
cially from China. 

The unregistered ships that carried the 
immigrants across the Pacific Ocean were 
overcrowded, with no life jackets or boats, 
unsanitary conditions, and limited food and 
medicine. Passengers from one boat were 
dumped into the sea and forced to swim to 
shore. 

Smugglers known as "snakeheads" charge 
tens of thousands of dollars to smuggle people 
from China to NorthAmerica, where accom
plices arrange low-paid jobs in factories, res
taurants, and brothels. The workers are then 
forced to repay their passage over a number of 
years working, in effect, as indentured ser
vants. 

Politicians from all capitalist parties have 
been campaigning for harsher action to stem 
what Ujjal Dosanjh, attorney general for the 
New Democratic Party administration in Brit
ish Columbia, described as a "deluge." 

The rightist Reform Party has led this cam-

paign. Dan Stinson, a Reform Party Member 
of Parliament, has called on the government 
to "ship them back automatically." Under cur
rent Canadian law any immigrant who claims 
refugee status has the right to an immigration 
hearing and the right to a lawyer. Many of 
those leading the campaign against the Chi
nese immigrants argue that immigration laws 
in the United States, Australia, and New 
Zealand are much tougher and that similar 
laws should be adopted here as well. 

Conservative columnist Diane Francis of 
the National Post maintained, "Ottawa is 
exposing Canada to grave risks and financ
ing a criminal class that will hurt this coun
try for years to come." 

Paul Fromm is an ultrarightist who cru
sades against immigration from Asia and 
other semicolonial countries on his 
"Canada First" website. He claims that Ot
tawa in 1967 changed the source of immi
gration from Europe and Britain to the Third 
World. 

Despite the claims of a "flood" of refu
gees to Canada "the fact is that Canada re
ceives less than three-tenths of I percent of 
the world's refugees," according to Francisco 
Rico-Martinez, the president of the Canadian 
Council for Refugees. 

Each day hundreds of thousands of workers 
move from one country to another as a result 
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.. 
of poverty, war, famine, or political repres
sion. Many are forced to emigrate without 
proper papers as a result of restrictive immi
gration laws. 

The daily media barrage has polarized dis
cussions among working people in Canada. 
The wide range of views is reflected in dis
cussions among aerospace workers in the sheet 
metal department atAvcorp, a company south 
ofVancouver, where this reporter works. Ed 
Zuk, whose words reflected the view of many, 
asked, "If thousands come where will we get 
the jobs and money for them? The country 
will be in a worse recession." 

Gurmeet Gill from India said he felt tom. 
"If I think like a human being it makes no 
difference ifthey come in. But from a jobs 
perspective I worry there won't be enough 
jobs." 

Lynn Highway, a student at 
Camosun College brought a hand-made sign 
that said: "Who you calling an immigrant ... 
pilgrim?" 

Teksiawa brought his own welcoming sign 
in Chinese that read: "How are you? Good 
luck." He also translated all the comments 
made by the rally participants for the refugees 
in the base. 

Daniel McKinnon of the Canadian Union 
of Postal workers explained why he and a 
co-worker came to the rally. "It's a trade 
union issue. Anyone who's under attack 
should be defended-an injury to one is an 
injury to all." 

Mary Ellen Marus is a member of Interna
tional Association of Machinists Lodge 11. 
Annette Kouri contributed to this article. 

Miners strike wins 
pay raise in Sweden 
BY CATHARINA TIRSEN 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden-Miners at 
LKAB iron ore mines in northern Sweden 
walked out September 2 over wages, pen
sions, and an acute shortage of workers at 
the above-ground sorting and pellet mills 
in the northern towns of Kiruna and 
Svappavaara. 

The strike started in the pellet mill in 
Kiruna at 5:00a.m. and spread to the under
ground miners there. Soon all the miners in 
Glillivaare and Svappavaara also sat down. 
Workers from the second shift and the night 
shift never took the buses out to their work
places. 

The next morning the dock workers in 
Lulea, where the iron ore is shipped abroad, 
took "an extra long coffee break" and sat 
down. 

By then all2,000 miners at the LKAB mines 
and the port, which is owned by a subsidiary of 
the mine company, were on strike. The miners 
are members of the Metalworkers union, after 
a fusion between the Mineworkers and the 
Metalworkers unions. 

According to Swedish antiunion laws, the 
strike was formally a "wild cat" because a 
national contract was already signed. The 
implementation of that contract in the mines 
had been stalled after local negotiations had 
dragged on. When the strike started, however, 
company representatives hurried up to Kiruna 
the same day to have talks with the union rep
resentatives. 

On September 3 the company and the local 
unions started formal negotiations. Union rep-

resentatives called a meeting in Kiruna where 
the workers decided by hand vote to go back to 
work. 

A day and a halflater the union and com
pany had signed a local contract. The miners 
willgetapayriseof425kronor($52)permonth 
from the national contract and an additiona140 
kronor ($5) per month locally, one of the de
mands by the miners. 

They will also get a lump sum of 4,100 kro
nor ($500) for the six months that have passed 
since the negotiations started. The acute short
age of workers at the pellet mills in Kiruna and 
Svappavaara will be addressed by hiring 20 
additional temporary workers; the company 
says it is still mapping out a plan for long-term 
personnel needs. 

The miners' demands over pensions are still 
not satisfied. The perspective of the union of
ficialdom is to take the issue to the labor court 
if the company does not agree to their de
mands. 

The miners at the LKAB mines in northern 
Sweden have been known for their militancy 
since a 56-day strike over wages and working 
conditions in 1969-70, a walkout for "human 
dignity." The strike came as a shock to the 
employers and union bureaucrats at the time. 
The miners gained nationwide respect among 
working people and set an example for a whole 
series of strikes on working conditions and on 
winning monthly wages as opposed to piece 
rate. 

Catharina Tirsen is a member of Metalwork
ers Local4 in Stockholm. 


