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Some 1,500 demonstrators in Postville, Iowa, marched July 27 to protest a raid that 
rounded up nearly 400 workers at the nearby Agriprocessors meatpacking plant.

Washington
bails out 
mortgage 
companies

BY Seth gAlINSkY
Thousands of protests take place in 

China every year; most of them never 
make it into the news. But in the last 
couple of months a half dozen incidents 
in widely separated regions highlight 
what Beijing itself calls a “rising num-
ber of social discontent cases.” 

In an attempt to quell the protests, 
the Chinese government announced 
new rules for local officials, offered 
compensation to relatives of earth-
quake victims, and set up a new agency 
for migrant workers. At the same time 
demonstrators continue to face arrest 
and beatings by the police. 

Since 1992 millions of farmers have 
been pushed off their farms to work in 
factories, mines, and construction in 
eastern and southern China. There are 
now 150 million migrant workers—
denied health-care, social security, and 
other benefits that “permanent” city 
residents receive—who find it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to obtain even a 
temporary work permit. 

More than 1 million of the 3.7 mil-
lion natives of Bazhong, Sichuan now 
work in cities such as Beijing, Shang-
hai, and Guangzhou. Many migrant 
workers are from Sichuan province.  

Hundreds of migrant workers at-
tacked a police station in China’s east-
ern Zhejiang province July 10, accord-
ing to the online version of the pro-Bei-
jing China Daily. Three days of protest 
took place after Zhang Zhongfu, 34, 
a migrant worker from Sichuan prov-
ince in the southwest, was attacked by 
police when he went to a government 
office to register for a temporary resi-
dence card. 

“The government employees told 
me that I could not be registered with-

Continued on page 6

BY FRANk FORReStAl
POSTVILLE, Iowa—Chanting 

“Sí se puede! (Yes we can) No more 
raids!” about 1,500 people marched 
through the streets of this small farm 
town July 27 in support of workers ar-
rested in the May 12 immigration raid 
of Agriprocessors, a kosher meat-
packing plant. 

The march was led by several work-
ers wearing GPS tracking bracelets 
on their ankles. Forty-five of those 
arrested in the raid were given condi-
tional release for “humanitarian” rea-

sons and required to wear the brace-
lets. They are not allowed to travel out 
of state or work pending upcoming 
court hearings. 

Pedro, who worked at Agriproces-
sors for three years and did not want 
his last name used, said his wife was 
arrested in the raid and was given a 
five-month prison sentence. “This 
protest is very important, especially 
for the Agriprocessors workers in jail. 
It shows that there is support.”

The raid by as many as 500 cops 
Continued on page 3

BY SAm mANuel
WASHINGTON—A series of ma-

jor battles in Afghanistan July 23–27 
and another missile strike in Pakistan 
highlighted the increasing operations 
by U.S.-led NATO forces against the 
Taliban on both sides of the Afghani-
stan-Pakistan border. 

The stepped-up combat tempo by 
the NATO forces, known as the In-
ternational Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF), has increased the number of 
Afghan civilian deaths—78 killed so 
far in July. 

There were nearly 53,000 ISAF 
troops in Afghanistan as of June 
10. These include about 23,500 U.S. 
troops. At least another 9,500 U.S. 
troops carry out operations in the 
country under a separate U.S. com-
mand. 

Afghan authorities said up to 70 Tal-
iban members were killed July 27 in 
a failed attempt to capture the center 
of the Spera district some nine miles 
from the Pakistani border. About 100 
Taliban were surrounded by ISAF sol-
diers and police who then called in air 
strikes consisting of heavy machine 

Continued on page 9 Continued on page 4
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Martín Koppel, SWP candidate for U.S. Congress 
in New York’s 15th District, campaigns on a street 
corner.

Continued on page 4

BY WIllIe COttON
NEW YORK—Supporters of the 

Socialist Workers campaign celebrat-
ed July 27 after collecting 29,480 sig-
natures—nearly double the require-
ment—to place Róger Calero, SWP 
candidate for U.S. president, and his 

running mate Alyson Kennedy 
on the New York state ballot. 
Campaigning in Buffalo, Albany, 
and the greater New York City 
metropolitan area, the campaign-
ers wrapped up the drive in two 
weeks. 

Another 7,042 signatures were 
gathered for Martín Koppel, SWP 
candidate for U.S. Congress in 
New York’s 15th District. This is 
double the state requirement of 
3,500 signatures. Maura DeLuca, 
SWP candidate for Congress in 
the 16th District, announced July 
27 that the campaign will now 
prepare  the petitions for filing, 
and submit them for ballot status 
in Albany and New York City the 
week of August 12. 

Iowa socialists began peti-
tioning July 28 in Postville, the 
town where almost 400 work-
ers at the Agriprocessors meat-
packing plant were arrested by 
immigration cops May 12. The 

socialists are also petitioning in Wa-
terloo, Iowa City, the Quad-Cities 
area, and in Des Moines. Their goal 
is to collect more than 2,250 signa-
tures for Calero and Kennedy and 
450 for Frank Forrestal, the SWP  

BY SAm mANuel
WA S H I N G T O N — P r e s i d e n t 

George Bush signed a new housing 
bill July 30 that provides billions to 
bail out the mortgage industry. It will 
do little to help millions of working 
people facing loss of their homes due 
to high-interest subprime loans, lay-
offs, and falling home prices.  

In a rare weekend session the Sen-
ate approved the American Housing 
Rescue and Foreclosure Prevention 
Act by a large bipartisan margin, 72 
to 13. Earlier in the week the House 
approved the bill 272 to 152. 

The act allows the Treasury De-
partment to extend an unlimited line 
of credit to the mortgage companies 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, which 
are private but government-spon-
sored, and buy their stock. 

A rapid sell-off of the mortgage 
companies’ shares began July 10 
after a former central banker com-
mented that the companies might 
not be solvent. Since June Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac have lost $11 
billion due to loan foreclosures and 
borrowers who are behind in their 
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U.S. government begins first 
military trial in Guantánamo 

2   The Militant   August 4, 2008

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
   NEW READERS 
  .$5 for 12 issues

	     RENEWAL

.$10 for 12 weeks

.$20 for 6 months

.$35  for 1 year

12 weeks of the Militant outside the U.S.: Australia and the Pacific, A$8 • United 
Kingdom, £3 • Canada, Can$6 • Caribbean and Latin America, US$10 • Continental 
Europe, £9 • France, 12 Euros • New Zealand, NZ$7 • Sweden, Kr60 • All other areas, 
US$16 (Send payment to addresses listed in business information box)

Resist gov’t attacks on workers rights!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY                          STATE                ZIP              

UNION/SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION                    PHONE

CLIP AND MAIL TO THE MILITANT,  
306 W. 37TH ST., 10TH FLOOR NEW YORk, NY 10018.

subscription	send	$65,	drawn	on	a	U.S.	
bank,	to	above	address.	
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East: Send	
$65	drawn	on	a	U.S.	bank	to	above	address.
Canada:	Send	Canadian	$45	for	one-
year	subscription	to	the	Militant,	7105	St.	
Hubert,	Suite	106F,	Montreal,	Quebec.	H2S	
2N1.	
United Kingdom:	£25	for	one	year	by	
check	or	international	money	order	made	
out	to	CL	London,	First	Floor,	120	Bethnal	
Green	(Entrance	in	Brick	Lane),	London,	
E2	6DG,	England.	
Republic of Ireland and Continental 
Europe: £50	for	one	year	by	check	or	
international	money	order	made	out	to	CL	
London	at	above	address.	
France:	Send	76	euros	for	one-year	sub-
scription	to	Diffusion	du	Militant,	P.O.	Box	
175,	23	rue	Lecourbe,	75015	Paris.
Sweden, Finland,  Norway, Denmark:	
Send	400	Swedish	kronor	for	one	year	to	
Bildhuggarvägen	17,	12144	Johanneshov,		
Stockholm,	Sweden.	
New Zealand:	Send	NZ$50	to	P.O.	Box	
3025,	Auckland,	New	Zealand.	
Australia:	Send	A$50		to	P.O.	Box	164	
Campsie,		NSW	2194,	Australia.		
Pacific Islands:	Send	NZ$50	to	P.O.	Box	
3025,		Auckland,	New	Zealand.
				Signed	articles	by	contributors	do	not	
necessarily	represent	the	Militant’s	views.	
These	are	expressed	in	editorials.

The Militant
Vol. 72/No. 31
Closing news date: July	30,	2008
Editor: Cindy	Jaquith
Business Manager: Angel	Lariscy
Washington correspondent: Sam	Manuel
Editorial volunteers: Róger	Calero,	Ved	
Dookhun,	Seth	Galinsky,	Ben	Joyce,	
Martín	Koppel,	Doug	Nelson,	Ben	
O’Shaughnessy

Published	weekly	except	for	one	week	in	
January,	one	week	in	July,	and	one	week	in	
August.
The	Militant	(ISSN	0026-3885),	306	W.	
37th Street, 10th floor, New York, NY 
10018.	Telephone:	(212)	244-4899		
Fax:	(212)	244-4947
E-mail: themilitant@mac.com
Website: www.themilitant.com
Correspondence	concerning	subscriptions	
or	changes	of	address	should	be	addressed	
to	the	Militant,	306	W.	37th	Street,	10th	
floor, New York, NY 10018. 
Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY. 
POSTMASTER:	Send	address	changes	to	
the Militant, 306 W. 37th Street, 10th floor, 
New York, NY 10018.
SUBSCRIPTIONS:	United States:	for	
one-year	send	$35	to	above	address.	
Latin America, Caribbean:	for	one-year	

BY DOUG NELSON
Washington’s first military tribunal 

since	World	War	II	opened	July	21	at	the	
U.S.	naval	base	in	Guantánamo,	Cuba.	
The	military	court	set	up	there	by	Con-
gress	in	2006	is	one	of	the	fronts	in	the	
government’s	 chipping	away	at	 consti-
tutional	rights	and	protections	under	the	
pretext	of	its	“war	on	terror.”		

On	 trial	 is	 Salim	 Ahmed	 Hamdan,	
a Yemeni who says he was a driver for 
Osama	bin	Laden	in	Afghanistan.	The	
prosecution	is	seeking	a	life	prison	term	
for	“conspiracy”	and	for	providing	ma-
terial	 support	 to	 “terrorism.”	 Hamdan	
has	pled	not	guilty.	

The	Guantánamo	tribunal	judge	and	
“jury”	are	military	personnel	appointed	
by	the	Pentagon.	The	prosecution	can	use	
hearsay	and	secret	evidence.	Statements	
obtained	through	beatings,	threats,	and	
some	forms	of	 torture	are	permissible.	
Defendants	are	also	denied	the	right	to	
see	and	challenge	secret	evidence	used	
against	them.	

Hamdan’s	 fate	 will	 be	 decided	 by	 a	
panel	of	six	colonels	and	lieutenant	colo-
nels.	Even	if	Hamdan	is	found	innocent	
it	would	not	change	his	status	as	an	“ille-
gal	enemy	combatant”	or	set	him	free.	

In	the	opening	days	of	the	trial,	jurors	
were	 provided	 secret	 evidence	 in	 red	
envelopes. An FBI agent testified that 
Guantánamo	was	the	only	place	he	was	
not	required	to	tell	those	he	interrogated	
that	they	had	the	right	not	to	give	self-
incriminating	 statements.	 The	 identity	
of	another	witness	who	had	interrogated	
Hamdan	was	concealed.	

Hamdan	 was	 picked	 up	 by	 Afghan	
forces	 at	 a	 roadblock	 in	 southern	 Af-
ghanistan	 in	 2001	 while	 driving	 a	 car	
that	 allegedly	 contained	 surface-to-air	

missiles.	He	was	turned	over	to	the	U.S.	
military	authorities	in	Afghanistan,	who	
transferred	him	to	Guantánamo	in	early	
2002.	

In	U.S.	custody	Hamdan	says	he	was	
subject	to	beatings,	sexual	humiliation,	
long-term	 isolation,	 and	 sleep	depriva-
tion.	His	case	has	been	at	the	center	of	
legal	controversies	surrounding	the	es-
tablishment	of	the	military	tribunals.		

He was first charged and brought be-
fore	 a	 military	 commission	 in	 August	
2004.	The	trial	was	halted	by	decision	of	
a	U.S.	federal	court	in	Washington,	D.C.,	
which	 ruled	 the	 military	 commissions	
established	 by	 President	 George	 Bush	
in	2001	to	be	illegal.	The	case	went	to	
the	Supreme	Court,	which	in	July	2006	
upheld	the	decision.	

Shortly	following	that	Supreme	Court	
decision,	Congress	enacted	the	Military	
Commissions	Act,	establishing	the	cur-
rent	 military	 court	 system	 in	 Guantá-
namo.	 Hamdan	 legally	 challenged	 the	
new	 courts	 as	 unconstitutional,	 which	
the	Supreme	Court	rejected.	

In	December	2007,	Hamdan	was	de-
clared	an	“unlawful	enemy	combatant”	
by	the	military	judge,	Navy	Capt.	Keith	
Allred,	 and	 was	 again	 brought	 before	
the	military	court.	During	pretrial	hear-
ings	in	April,	the	former	chief	prosecu-
tor	at	Guantánamo,	Col.	Morris	Davis,	
testified on Hamdan’s behalf, criticizing 
the	tribunal	system	for	a	relying	on	evi-
dence	extracted	through	torture.		

The	 Supreme	 Court	 ruled	 June	 12	
that	Guantánamo	inmates	have	the	con-
stitutional	right	to	challenge	their	deten-
tions,	which	could	force	the	Pentagon	to	
provide some legal basis for the indefi-
nite	 incarcerations.	 Hamdan	 was	 one	
of about 200 prisoners who have filed 

habeas	corpus	petitions	over	the	years.	
The	decision	opened	the	door	for	these	
to	be	heard	in	federal	court.	

The	 day	 the	 Hamdan	 trial	 opened,	
Attorney	General	Michael	Mukasey	an-
nounced	 the	 administration’s	 intention	
to	bring	a	proposal	before	Congress	to	
review	the	Supreme	Court’s	June	12	de-
cision,	which	would	stall	 the	courts	 in	

hearing	 the	petitions.	The	proposal	 in-
cludes	 preventing	 the	 defendants	 from	
entering	the	United	States	to	appear	be-
fore	a	federal	court	in	person.	

Some	260	prisoners	remain	in	Guan-
tánamo,	 about	 20	 of	 whom	 have	 been	
charged	and	face	trial	by	military	com-
mission.	The	Pentagon	plans	to	try	be-
tween	60	and	80.		

across	the	country.	The	command	cen-
ters	have	been	promoted	by	the	Depart-
ment	 of	 Homeland	 Security	 in	 close	
collaboration	 with	 the	 Federal	 Emer-
gency	 Management	 Agency	 (FEMA)	
to	put	local,	state,	and	federal	law	en-
forcement	agencies	under	one	 roof	 to	
share	“antiterrorism”	intelligence.	

On	January	22,	Las	Vegas	inaugu-
rated	 its	 Southern	 Nevada	 Counter-
Terrorism	Center,	as	part	of	 the	pro-
gram. The 24,000-square-foot office 
complex	near	McCarran	International	
Airport	 already	 hosts	 60	 cops	 from	
nearly a dozen agencies. 

A	key	component	of	the	spy	plan	is	
to involve fire departments and emer-
gency	medial	services	agencies	in	the	
operation.	

Jack	 Tomarchio,	 deputy	 undersec-
retary	 for	 intelligence	 and	 analysis,	
told	 Congress	 April	 17	 that	 the	 De-
partment	 of	 Homeland	 Security	 is	
working	 to	 “develop	 relationships”	
with	 fusion	 centers	 in	 Australia	 and	
Japan	to	“share	best	practices.”	

BY SETh GALINSKY
There	 are	 181	 “Terrorism	 Liaison	

Officers” operating now in Colorado, 
according	to	the	Denver Post, includ-
ing cops, firefighters, utility workers, 
and	supervisors	on	the	railroad	and	at	
other	businesses.	

California, Arizona, Florida, Il-
linois,	 Tennessee,	 Wisconsin,	 and	
Washington,	D.C.,	are	also	participat-
ing	in	the	program,	which	is	promoted	
and partially financed by the Depart-
ment	of	Homeland	Security.	

Among	 the	 “suspicious	 activities”	
these officers report: taking photos 
“with	 no	 apparent	 aesthetic	 value”;	
drawing	diagrams	or	taking	notes	on	
building	plans;	abandoning	a	vehicle	
in	 front	 of	 a	 government	 building,	
airport,	 or	 sports	 venue;	 purchasing	
a	 large	 amount	 of	 certain	 materials,	
such	as	pool	chemicals	or	cell	phones;	
and	engaging	in	“pre-operational	sur-
veillance”	such	as	using	binoculars.		

The	 information	 the	 snoops	 gather	
is	 turned	 over	 to	 58	 “fusion	 centers”	

Reuters

Courtroom sketch shows defendant Salim Hamdan, sitting with his defense at far left July 
23, the third day of his military trial. The tribunal takes place at the U.S. naval base at 
Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, where Hamdan has been held prisoner for the last six years.

AP/ Laura Rauch
A transit security guard checks the bag of 
a passenger in Boston in 2004.
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legal protections defined in the 
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on our wages and working con-
ditions.
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Socialist candidate 
meets with workers 
fighting deportations  

Iowa marchers say: ‘No more raids!’

vIrgINIA
Alexandria
rally to Support Florida Professor Sami 
al-Arian. Wed., Aug. 13. 8 a.m. Albert V. 
Bryan Courthouse, 401 Courthouse Sq. For 
information on buses from Tampa, Florida, 
send e-mail to Imprice@yahoo.com.

Militant/Frank Forrestal

SWP presidential candidate Róger Calero meets with former Agriprocessors workers in Postville, Iowa,  who 
participated in the July 27 demonstration protesting the immigration raid that happened there May 12.

BY FrANK FOrrESTAL
POSTVILLE, Iowa—“We were 

very happy with the march. It 
showed we are not alone,” said Rose-
lia Ramírez, who was arrested in 
the May 12 immigration raid at the 
Agriprocessors meatpacking plant. 
Fifteen hundred people marched 
here July 27 to oppose the raid and 
support the nearly 400 workers ar-
rested (see story on front page).  

Ramírez, along with others who 
used to work for Agriprocessors, 
invited Róger Calero, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for U.S. 
president, to visit them the day after 
the march. Originally from Mexico, 
Ramírez is one of 45 workers ar-
rested in the raid and later released 
on “humanitarian” grounds to care 
for her children. She is forced to 
wear an electronic monitoring ankle 
bracelet. Only three of the 45 work-
ers have been given court dates, she 
said. 

“We came here to work,” said 
Ramírez. “It’s what we have al-
ways done, and now the government 
doesn’t let us work, and instead we 
are living on charity from the church 
and help from other people.”

‘A powerful example’
Calero, who marched in the July 

27 protest, said the demonstration 
set a “powerful example of the kind 
of response needed to answer the at-
tacks on workers rights and to press 
our demand for legalization of un-
documented immigrants.” 

Immigrant and U.S.-born work-
ers are going through experiences 
together in meatpacking plants in 
the region, using their unions to 
fight or organizing to get a union 
where there isn’t one, he added. 
Calero said the fight at Agriproces-
sors is part of a broader resistance 
to the meatpacking bosses in the 
upper Midwest. The socialist candi-
date pointed to the successful fight 
at Dakota Premium Foods in South 
St. Paul, Minnesota, where workers 
organized in United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Local 789 success-
fully fought off an attempt by the 
bosses to bust the union earlier this 

FLOrIdA
Miami
The Class Struggle in Colombia Today: 
The debate on Long-term guerrilla Strat-
egy, Hostages, and the Lessons of the Cu-
ban revolution. Speaker: Margaret Trowe, 
SWP candidate for U.S. Congress, Dist. 17. 
Fri., Aug. 8. Dinner, 7 p.m.; program, 8 p.m. 
Donation: $5 dinner, $5 program. 8365 NE 
2nd Ave #206. Tel: (305) 756-4436.

year. 
Several workers de-

scribed the spontaneous 
walkout workers carried 
out at Agriprocessors in 
2007 against the compa-
ny’s use of Social Secu-
rity “no-match” letters. 
Adrian, who was working 
there at the time, said a 
good number of workers 
were interested in joining 
the union but many were 
intimidated by the threat 
of being fired.

Normally a two-shift 
operation, Agriprocessors 
is barely running one shift now. The 
plant employed 900 workers, the 
vast majority from Guatemala and 
Mexico. In the May 12 raid, Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
agents arrested almost the entire first 
shift of 400; most of the remaining 
Latino workers never returned.

As a result, many workers are 
finding it difficult to get jobs. With 
Agriprocessors the main employer 
in the region, some travel more than 
an hour by car to work in construc-
tion.

Bernardino, who was fired from 
Agriprocessors for allegedly not 
having the right documents after 
working there for several years, 
said local police have been harass-
ing immigrant workers when they 
travel for jobs. “My cousin, who 
works in a nearby town, was picked 
up by the police. He’s been in jail 
for 22 days now with no charges,” 
he said. 

Another worker, Jorge, told Cale-
ro he was fired the day before the 
raid for lack of proper work docu-
ments. His wife, who was working 
when the raid happened and was 
seven months pregnant at the time, 

hid in the plant for 12 hours. More 
than a dozen other workers did the 
same. Several who hid in the freezer 
ended up with frostbite.

Calero passed out campaign lit-
erature and three workers picked up 
subscriptions to the Militant so they 
could follow the socialist campaign 
and developments in the fight for le-
galization. 

Somali workers at plant
As you approach the Agriproces-

sors plant here, there are several 
“Hiring Now” signs. In a parking 
lot dozens of workers, the majority 
of them from Somalia, were waiting 
to be hired when Calero and a sup-
porter stopped to talk. According to 
one Somali worker who just started 
working, there are about 200 Soma-
lis now employed at Agriprocessors, 
many of them experienced meat-
packers who previously worked in 
beef slaughterhouses in Kansas and 
Nebraska.

The Somali workers have rented a 
space in downtown Postville, which 
will serve as a community center 
and restaurant. Calero handed out 
campaign brochures and spoke to 

about a dozen of the workers gath-
ered there.

Some of them were from Minne-
apolis and had supported the fight 
by Omar Jamal, a Somali activist 
who was threatened with deporta-
tion in 2003, at the same time that 
Calero was fighting his own depor-
tation case. Calero explained how 
his defense campaign gave support 
to Jamal and other Somalis threat-
ened with deportation and govern-
ment harassment.  

Agriprocessors promised the So-
mali workers $12-an-hour jobs and 
one month of free rent to work at 
the plant. As with other workers the 
company recruited, the Somalis are 
being paid considerably less than 
$12 and are not happy about it. A 
few of them talked about their ex-
periences at other plants, including 
when Somali workers walked out of 
the Swift plant in Grand Island, Ne-
braska, in 2007 to protest company 
denial of prayer breaks. 

During the visit, the Somali work-
ers got a subscription to the Militant 
for their center and picked up sever-
al Pathfinder titles. They invited the 
socialist candidate to come back.

led by Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) agents was the larg-
est immigration raid of a single plant 
in U.S. history. Close to 400 workers 
were detained, with 302 charged with 
criminal offenses.  The use of mass 
criminal charges represents a deepen-
ing assault on the rights of undocu-
mented workers.

The march and rally was called 
by St. Bridget’s Catholic Church in 
Postville and Jewish organizations 
in Chicago and St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Busloads of protesters came from 
Chicago, Minneapolis, and Madison, 
Wisconsin. Six vanloads drove up 
from Des Moines, Iowa, while many 
others came from other parts of the 
state.

Roselina Ramírez, who was 
picked up in the raid and later re-
leased pending a deportation hear-
ing, worked a knife job cutting out 
chicken breasts for three years. She 
said there were many injuries and 
abuses by the Agriprocessors bosses. 
She never made more than $7.25 an 
hour. Many workers were trying to 
improve their conditions by union-

izing but the company intimidated 
workers by threatening to fire them, 
said Ramírez.

Juanita López, 20, has not talked 
to her mother, one of those arrested, 
since the day of the raid. “They make 
it very difficult for us to communi-
cate with her on the phone,” said 
López. Her mother is being held in 
Leavenworth, Kansas. López said a 
large group of minors worked in the 
plant. According to a fact book dis-
tributed by St. Bridget’s to the press, 
at least 17 minors ranging from 14 to 
17 years old were detained and later 
released. 

Farm activist Randy Jasper, whose 
farm is about one hour from Post-
ville, said this was the first time he 
had marched against deportations. 
“I was impressed by the number of 
people that came to the protest from 
nearby towns,” said Jasper. Many 
of the bystanders waved in support, 
while others seemed neutral, he 
said.

Near St. Bridget’s, where the pro-
test began, more than 100 counter-
protesters demonstrated in support 
of the ICE raid. While carrying signs 

that read “Deport Illegals,” “Secure 
U.S. Borders,” and “American Work-
ers in American Jobs,” they chanted 
patriotic and anti-immigrant slo-
gans such as “USA, USA, USA” and 
“More raids, more raids.” The right-
ist protest was organized by the Fed-
eration for American Immigration 
Reform (FAIR), a national anti-im-
migrant outfit. 

“Our aim is to demonstrate public 
support for vigorous prosecution of 
employers who, in addition to violat-
ing laws against hiring illegal aliens, 
engage in other sorts of reprehensible 
and criminal activities,” said a July 
24 FAIR press release. “Those who 
exploit illegal labor and impose bur-
dens on American taxpayers should 
be sent to prison.” 

Jennifer Powell and her sister Lisa 
LaBrec, both in their early twenties, 
are U.S.-born workers who joined 
the protest. “I opposed the raids here 
when they happened. Immigrants 
should have the same rights as us,” 
said Powell, whose husband is from 
Mexico. LaBrec added, “I am against 
raids wherever they take place, not 
just in Postville.”

Continued from front page
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Obama takes distance 
from affirmative action
BY SETH GALINSKY

In recent speeches Democratic 
Party presidential candidate Barack 
Obama has distanced himself from 
affirmative action while calling for 
shifting more responsibility for social 
welfare from the government to indi-
vidual Black families and to church-
es. 

Obama said July 27 that he sup-
ports affirmative action “when prop-
erly structured” so that it is not just 
a quota system. Black children from 
wealthy homes should not be given 
greater consideration, he said, than 
“a poor white kid who has struggled 
more.” 

“If you’ve got 50 percent of African-
American or Latino kids dropping out 
of high school, it doesn’t really matter 
what you do in terms of affirmative 
action. Those kids are not getting into 
college,” Obama said,  

The position that affirmative action 
is not key to addressing race discrimi-
nation and that it harms working people 
who are white is not a new stance for 
Obama. In his 2006 book the Audacity 
of Hope he uses similar language and 
says that these programs must move 
beyond “race and test scores.” 

Republican John McCain also spoke 
on affirmative action July 27, publicly 
backing an Arizona ballot initiative 
that would ban all affirmative action 
by the state government. At a press 
conference later in the day, Obama 
criticized McCain.  

Two weeks earlier, Obama gave 
a Father’s Day speech at one of Chi-
cago’s largest Black churches saying 
the biggest problem facing Blacks is 
the breakdown of the Black family 
not the capitalist economic crisis, in-
stitutionalized racism, or government 
inaction.

“Too many fathers are MIA, too 
many fathers are AWOL,” the Dem-
ocratic contender said. “They have 
abandoned their responsibilities, act-
ing like boys instead of men. And the 
foundations of our families are weaker 
because of it.” Obama told the audience 
to stop sitting “in the house watching 
SportsCenter” and instead help their 
children “with their homework.” 

“Yes, we need more cops on the 
street. Yes, we need fewer guns in the 
hands of people who shouldn’t have 
them. Yes, we need more money for 
our schools,” he said. “But we also 
need families to raise our children” 
and the children of single women 
“need another parent . . . That’s what 
keeps the foundation of our country 
strong.” 

Controversy over Obama’s views 
drew national attention when com-
ments by Jesse Jackson were picked up 
on a Fox News microphone that Jack-
son thought was turned off. “Barack’s 
been talking down to Black people,” 
Jackson said. Explaining his com-
ments later, Jackson said that Obama 
should be highlighting unemployment, 
the mortgage crisis, and the number of 
Blacks in prison, and “deal with the 
collective moral responsibility of gov-
ernment, and the public policy which 
would be a corrective action for the 
lack of good choices.” 

On July 1 Obama said he was in 
favor of government funding and pro-
motion of “faith-based” organizations 
to provide charity and social services 
in place of government agencies. The 
program had its start under the Wil-
liam Clinton administration; it was 
expanded and became controversial 
under President George W. Bush. 
The main problem with Bush’s Faith-
Based and Community Initiatives of-
fice, Obama said, was that it “never 
fulfilled its promise.” To do so he will 
give the office a cabinet-level seat and 
make the initiative the moral center of 
his administration. 

He claimed that shifting money 
from government agencies and giving 
it to religious groups will not violate 
the constitutional separation of church 
and state because, unlike Bush, Obama 
will not allow those receiving funds to 
proselytize the people they help or dis-
criminate in hiring. 

Black conservative columnist 
Shelby Steele in a July 22 Wall Street 
Journal column complained that “Mr. 
Obama’s trick is to take politics off the 
table by moving so politically close to 
his opponent [McCain] that only cul-
ture is left to separate them.” 

candidate for U.S. Congress in the 3rd 
District.

In Vermont, campaigners are peti-
tioning in Burlington and Montpel-
lier August 2–3, shooting to gather 
1,500 signatures for the SWP presi-
dential ticket.

Petitioning will also take place 
later this month in Minnesota, and 
campaigners will shortly be filing 
for ballot status in Louisiana and 
Florida.

A highlight of the New York bal-
lot drive was the participation of 
workers and youth who joined the 
campaign as it got under way. 

Ramón Fernández, a construction 
worker, subscribed to the Militant 
newspaper at the May 1 demonstra-
tion for legalization of the undocu-
mented. He decided to join the cam-
paigning  effort after attending a 
socialist campaign rally 
July 19. 

“People were inter-
ested in the candidates,” 
he said of his experi-
ence campaigning in 
the Bronx. “They lis-
tened when I told them 
that Róger Calero and 
Alyson Kennedy were 
for the working class.”  

Gezel Rodríguez, a 
student, met the social-
ists when they were 
first out petitioning. 
She volunteered to join 
the drive and the cam-
paigning  among her 
friends netted 31 signa-
tures. 

Alyson Kennedy and 
supporters campaigned 
in Queens July 27 with 
a sign that said “Work-
ers need a labor party.” 
That caught the atten-
tion of Renee Richard-
son, a bus driver who is 
Black. 

Richardson asked 
the socialists what they 
were doing. Kennedy 
told her about the cam-
paign, and explained 
that she and Calero call 
for using union power to 
defend workers’ rights. 
Kennedy described an 
organizing drive she 
was part of at the Co-
Op coal mine in Utah, 
and the leading role im-
migrant workers played 

in that fight. Kennedy said the SWP 
campaign demands the immediate 
legalization of all undocumented 
workers.

Richardson said that she had just 
been part of an attempt to get a 
union where she works because “we 
needed better benefits, job security, 
and better health care.” She gladly 
signed the petition. 

David Jones, a plumber from 
Brooklyn, was happy to see the so-
cialists out of the streets. “Cuba is 
not as bad as they make it out to 
sound,” he said. “I know what Mau-
rice Bishop and Fidel Castro did.” 

Maurice Bishop led the 1979 rev-
olution on the Caribbean island of 
Grenada that established a workers 
and farmers government. The SWP 
was a firm supporter of that revolu-
tion, as it is of the Cuban Revolu-
tion. 

N.Y. socialists celebrate

400,000 home loans at lower rates in-
sured by the FHA. 

This is a fraction of the loans that are 
in trouble. Nationwide, 739,714 homes 
received foreclosure-related notices in 
the second quarter, more than twice as 
many as in the same quarter last year. 
One of the bill’s main sponsors, Sena-
tor Christopher Dodd, cited statistics 
that 8,500 homes a day are foreclosed. 

Last December the White House 
and major lending institutions an-
nounced a “Hope Now Alliance” to 
help homeowners trapped by high-in-
terest subprime mortgages. In May the 
alliance refinanced 70,000 mortgages. 
RealtyTrac, a company that keeps data 
on mortgage defaults, said that during 
the same month there were 261,000 
foreclosure notices filed. Moodys 
Economy.com’s chief economist, Mark 
Zandi, estimates that 5.5 million loans 
will default by the end of 2009 and 
half will go into foreclosure. 

payments. 
USA Today reported that Lehman 

Brothers analyst Bruce Harting wrote 
in a note to clients that any threat of 
a failure of the mortgage companies 
“could trigger a meltdown in credit 
markets that would make the move-
ments in credit markets that we’ve 
seen over the last year look like a mod-
est hiccup.”  

Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac hold 
or back more than $5 trillion of mort-
gage debts in the United States. Central 
banks around the world hold billions in 
the mortgage companies’ debt securi-
ties. “Needless to say, the impact of a 
dislocation of that order could cause 
serious harm to the global economy,” 
Harting wrote. 

The housing law provides $300 bil-
lion to the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration to help banks and other lend-
ing institutions refinance an estimated 
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SWP vice presidential candidate Alyson Kennedy speaks at July 19 New York campaign 
rally, halfway through ballot drive.
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Hotel workers rallying for better working conditions and higher wages in Toronto

Quebec hotel workers  
go on strike 

MONTREAL—Hyatt Regency ho-
tel workers here walked off the job 
July 20 protesting harassment of the 
chambermaids. The 280 workers are 
members of the Confederation of Na-
tional Trade Unions and are among 
the 5,000 hotel workers who are fight-
ing for a new three-year collective 
agreement. Lessening the workload 
for the chambermaids is one of the 
central demands.

Workers from as many as 40 hotels 
throughout Quebec are part of this fight, 
which also includes demands for sal-
ary increases and an end to hotel con-
tracts with agencies where workers are 
paid less and have no union protection. 
There have been ongoing work stop-
pages and rallies to back their demands. 
Workers at the Queen Elizabeth hotel in 
downtown Montreal stopped work one 
Friday to host a rally in the lobby that 
gathered 800 workers from hotels in the 
area.

Lise Ouellet, a chef at the Hyatt Re-
gency, told the Militant that tensions 
were high, so when management “in-
timidated the young women who clean 
the rooms, the union charged harass-
ment and coworkers were happy to 
walk out in support.” Myriam Romero, 
a member of the negotiating committee, 

was part of the rally at the Queen Eliza-
beth hotel. “They [management] didn’t 
expect it. They didn’t see it coming and 
it was very good!” she told the Militant. 

Workers at several of the major ho-
tels in Toronto are fighting for new 
contracts and are waging short strikes 
around similar demands.

—Annette Kouri

Poultry workers in Ohio 
walk out over low wages

Poultry workers at Case Farms in 
Winesburg, Ohio, struck the plant July 
18 after rejecting a company offer of 
a measly 15-cent raise. The vote was 
294–12. 

The workers average about $8.10 an 
hour, according to their union, Local 
880 of the United Food and Commer-
cial Workers (UFCW). Chicken plants 
nearby pay $2 to $3 more an hour. 

on the picket line

In contract negotiations the union 
was demanding raises of up to $2.50 an 
hour. Case Farms fired two of the union 
negotiators, which helped precipitate 

the strike. 
The workers voted to be represented 

by the UFCW in May 2007. 
—Cindy Jaquith

August 5, 1983
PITTSBURGH—“The reason we 

called this meeting is we don’t want 
another war like Vietnam, we want 
jobs.” This was how Ron Weisen 
opened a July 22 “Labor/Commu-
nity Speak-out, Jobs Not War! No 
U.S. Intervention in Central Amer-
ica!”

The close to 200 people who 
packed the meeting greeted his 
statement with sustained applause. 
Weisen, president of United Steel-
workers (USWA) Local 1397 at 
U.S. Steel’s Homestead Works, 
chaired the important labor meet-
ing which attracted steelworkers, 
coal miners, and electrical work-
ers, as well as officials of some lo-
cal unions like the postal workers 
and shipbuilders.

August 4, 1958
NEW YORK—The petition drive 

to place the United Independent So-
cialist Ticket on the ballot for the New 
York State elections in November be-
gan yesterday.

A petition workers’ rally held at 
Adelphi Hall on July 24 kicked off 
the signature drive. Henry Abrams 
chaired the gathering of approxi-
mately 175 people. He voiced the 
opinion of everyone present when 
he said that “Ours will be the only 
ticket to express the growing senti-
ment for peace in the coming elec-
tion.”

Richard Garza, in charge of the 
“up-state” campaign, reported that 
“The response from the people in 
the up-state counties has been heart-
warming.”

August 4, 1933
TORONTO—No action on the part 

of workers in Canada since the Winni-
peg General Strike of 1919 carries such 
tremendous significance as the mass pa-
rade and demonstration against Fascism 
which took place in Toronto on July 
11th. For the first time in 15 years work-
ing class solidarity found expression in a 
monster parade involving about 10,000 
workers belonging to trade unions and 
political organizations.

When 3 o’clock came workers were 
pouring into the park by the hundreds, 
whole factories marching down to-
gether or hurrying to the assembly 
point by street-car. In the front ranks 
were the workers of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers, some 1,400, fol-
lowed by the ILGWU, the Industrial 
unions and other unions affiliated.

BY ANNETTE KOURI 
AND JOHN STEELE

MONTREAL—From the 1870s to 
1996, the federal government of Canada 
forced Native children to attend “Indian 
residential schools” designed to strip 
them of their national identity and their 
dignity. 

This past June, 12 years after the hated 
institutions had been shut down, Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper finally issued 
a historic apology for the policy. 

During the period of the residen-
tial schools more than 150,000 Native 
children were forcibly taken from their 
homes and placed in schools operated in 
collaboration with the Catholic, Angli-
can, Presbyterian, and United churches. 
Harper acknowledged that the institu-
tions were openly designed to “kill the 
Indian in the child.” 

The schools gave religious, agricul-
tural, and domestic instruction. Students 
were forbidden to speak their maternal 
languages. Thousands died from tuber-
culosis due to overcrowding, poor sani-
tation, and a lack of medical care; many 
ended up in unmarked graves. Thou-
sands more suffered sexual and other 
abuse at the hands of school staff. 

The formal apology is part of a pack-

age that includes a $2 billion class-ac-
tion settlement with survivors that went 
into effect last September and an Indian 
Residential Schools Truth and Reconcil-
iation Commission launched June 1 that 
will travel throughout the country over 
the next five years. 

The backdrop to Ottawa’s apology is 
the increased resistance by Native peo-
ple to the conditions imposed on them 
by Canada’s capitalist rulers, and the 
long-term trend toward increased inte-
gration of Native people into the work-
ing class.

At almost 1.2 million, according to the 
2006 census, Native people comprise 
3.7 percent of Canada’s total population. 
About 958,000 are North American In-
dian, 266,000 are Métis (mixed French 
and Native ancestry), and 51,000 are 
Inuit who live in the far north. 

Twenty-two percent of Native people 
live on reservations administered by the 
Department of Indian Affairs. Unem-
ployment among Native people on many 
reservations is 50 percent. Overall Na-
tive unemployment is about 19 percent, 
compared to 7.4 percent for other Can-
ada residents. More than 50 percent of 
aboriginal peoples live in urban areas. 

The percentage of Native people who 

work in construction—8.2 percent—is 
higher than that for construction workers 
in the whole population, which stands at 
5.6 percent. The same holds for mining 
where 2.3 percent of Natives work, com-
pared to 1.1 percent of other workers. 

The median income for Native people 
is $14,000 compared to $23,000 for oth-
ers. One in four Native children live in 
poverty; the figure is one in six for the 
rest of the population. 

The day after the apology the edi-
tors of the Globe and Mail, Canada’s 
major English-language national daily, 
expressed concern over “raised expecta-
tions.” While paying lip service to the 
need to eliminate “Third World living 
conditions” and “the settlement of un-
resolved land claims,” the Globe editors 
called on Native people to avoid “provo-
cations such as illegal occupations and 
roadblocks”—a reference to a series 
of actions by Native people across the 
country demanding action on more than 
800 outstanding land claims. 

On June 10, federal cops shot and 
killed 21-year old Chase McKay 
Standingready on the White Bear 
First Nation reserve in Saskatchewan 
after intervening in what they said 
was a domestic dispute. 

BY JANET pOST
PHILADELPHIA—Three teenage 

youths have been arrested and charged 
with the fatal beating of Luis Ramírez, 
a 25-year-old worker originally from 
Mexico. Ramírez died from severe head 
injuries July 14 after he was attacked in 
the town of Shenandoah, Pennsylvania, 
two days earlier. 

Two of the suspects, ages 16 and 17, 
were charged as adults with homicide, 
the third with aggravated assault. All 
three face charges of ethnic intimida-
tion. 

Ramírez lived in the United States for 
six years and worked in a dehydrated 
potato products factory and in the fields 
picking strawberries and cherries. 

Crystal Dillman, the 24-year-old fian-
cée of Ramírez, told the Militant that the 
youths shouted racist slurs during the 
attack. Ramírez called friends for help. 
When the cops arrived they handcuffed 
one of his friends and searched another, 
said Dillman. 

Shenandoah is located in the anthra-
cite coal region 17 miles south of Hazle-
ton, where an anti-immigrant ordinance 
was passed in 2006 by the city council 
and declared unconstitutional in 2007. 
The Shenandoah borough council 
passed an ordinance in 2006 making 
English the official language. 

Three arrested in
beating death 
of immigrant 
in pennsylvania
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Chinese migrant workers, farmers protest

Capitalist politicians debate ‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’
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Imprisoned Palestinian faces another trial

BY Ben joYCe
Growing numbers in the U.S. ruling 

class are considering repeal of the “Don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy, which prohibits 
people who are openly gay from serving 
in the military. A House Armed Servic-
es subcommittee held a hearing July 23 
where this question was taken up by op-
ponents and supporters of the policy.

The debate over “Don’t ask, don’t tell” 
among capitalist politicians is not about 
whether the policy discriminates against 
homosexuals, but rather what best serves 
the needs of the U.S. military. In Febru-
ary 2007, a bill titled “Military Readi-
ness Enhancement Act” was introduced 
into Congress, providing for the repeal 
of “Don’t ask, don’t tell.”  

President William Clinton approved 
“Don’t ask, don’t tell” in 1993, putting 
it forward as an advance for gay rights. 
Prior to that, there was a blanket ban 
on homosexuals in the military. Under 
“Don’t ask, don’t tell,” gays may serve 
in the armed forces but they are not al-
lowed to discuss their homosexuality, 
nor are their peers or officers allowed to 
inquire. Soldiers face discharge if they 
in any way engage in homosexual “con-
duct,” which includes identifying one-
self as a homosexual. Since the policy 
went into effect, some 12,000 people 
have been discharged from the military 
for violating it.   

Democratic candidate Barack Obama 
has expressed support for the repeal of 
“Don’t ask, don’t tell.” In an interview 
with the Advocate he said, “There’s in-
creasing recognition in the armed forces 

that this is a counterproductive strat-
egy—ya know, we’re spending large 
sums of money to kick highly quali-
fied gays or lesbians out of our mili-
tary, some of whom possess specialties 
like Arab-language capabilities that we 
desperately need. That doesn’t make us 
more safe, and what I want are members 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff who are mak-
ing decisions based on what strengthens 
our military and what is going to make 
us safer, not ideology.”

“Obviously we listen to our com-
manders on the ground,” Republican 
candidate John McCain said in an in-
terview with Newsweek. “They say that 
‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’ is working, so 
unless they recommend otherwise I’m 

BY MAGGIe TRoWe
MIAMI—Supporters of jailed Flor-

ida professor Sami al-Arian will rally 
August 13 in front of the Alexandria, 
Virginia, courthouse where al-Arian’s 
latest trial will begin. Although a judge 
ordered his release on bail while await-
ing trial, immigration authorities moved 
him from Alexandria to the Pamunkey 
Regional Jail, 90 miles from his family 
and attorney, and are holding him in soli-
tary confinement on 23-hour lockdown.

In 2003 al-Arian, a tenured Univer-
sity of South Florida professor and a 
supporter of the Palestinian national 
liberation struggle, was charged with 
supporting terrorism. In spite of the gov-

ernment’s efforts to prevent the defense 
from viewing much of the classified evi-
dence against him, in 2005 a jury found 
al-Arian not guilty of the main charges. 
In a plea agreement he pled guilty to 
“conspiracy to provide services” to Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad in return for im-
munity from further prosecution and 
an agreement that he be deported after 
serving what remained of a 57-month 
sentence. 

In the latest government attack, al-
Arian is charged with criminal contempt 
for refusing to cooperate with a grand 
jury investigating Muslim organizations 
in Virginia. Al-Arian has been in prison 
for more than five years, during which 

out my identification card. I quarreled 
with them and they hit me on the head,” 
Zhang said. He returned to the office 
the next day. When cops came to arrest 
him, residents surrounded them. Three 
police were injured and 23 migrant 
workers arrested during the melee. 

Hundreds returned the next two days 
to protest in front of the police station 
in Kanmen, demanding the release of 
those arrested. 

In mid-July the Chinese government 
announced the formation of the Depart-
ment of Migrant Workers’ Affairs to 
“achieve social harmony” and arrange 
for “large-scale flow of laborers.” 

earthquake protests
Parents and relatives of children killed 

during the May 12 earthquake continue 

to press the government to admit the 
deaths were caused by shoddy school 
construction. Riot police dispersed a 
crowd of hundreds July 15 in Mianzhu 
in Sichuan province. Eight schools in 
Mianzhu collapsed during the quake. 
In some towns, local officials offered 
$8,800 to parents who agreed to keep 
quiet in the future. 

More than a hundred people battled 
police in south China’s Guangdong 
province July 17 after a motorcycle 
driver died from injuries cops say were 
sustained in a traffic accident, but rela-
tives say were the result of a beating by 
security guards. 

Rubber farmers demonstrate
On July 15,500 people stopped po-

lice from arresting several people in-
volved in a dispute between rubber 

farmers and the management at a rub-
ber plant in Menglian county, Yun-
nan province, which borders Laos, 
Vietnam, and Myanmar. Two farmers 
were killed when cops fired on the 
demonstration. 

There are 334,000 acres of rub-
ber trees in Yunnan, producing about 
43 percent of China’s natural rubber. 
China is now the top tire maker and 
exporter in the world. Puer City official 
Ji Youngjin told a press conference the 
dispute arose over distribution of prof-
its, access to forested land, and own-
ership of the plantation. Rubber prices 
have almost tripled over the last decade 
to about $2,800 per ton. 

Local government officials accepted 
half of the eight demands raised by the 
farmers, including agreeing to adjust 
profit distribution. 

In Central Hubei province, a woman 
protesting forced evacuations to make 
way for the Three Gorges Dam, which 
sits astride the Yangtze River, was 
dragged from the rising water by police 
in late July while protesting. The proj-
ect has displaced 1.4 million people so 
far as the level of the water in the reser-
voir rises. The government admits that 
320,000 of those displaced live in “ab-
ject poverty.” 

The Communist Party of China 
(CPC) issued two new rules July 24 
because of “the top leadership’s grow-
ing concern over social unrest,” re-
ports China Daily. The rules say local 
government and CPC officials can be 
removed from their posts or expelled 
from the party for “poor handling of 
public grievances” or “heavy-handed 
tactics.” 

Continued from front page

certainly going to support their recom-
mendations.” 

Harvard University president Drew 
Faust voiced opposition to the policy 
at this year’s commissioning ceremony 
for Harvard students in the Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps (ROTC). Prior to 
the June 4 event, she had announced she 
would criticize “Don’t ask, don’t tell” in 
the course of her speech. After conser-
vatives attacked her intentions, she con-
fined herself to a veiled reference. 

Faust praised the new officers as “part 
of a glorious and long tradition of mili-
tary service at Harvard.” 

“I wish that there were more of you,” 
she said. “I believe that every Harvard 
student should have the opportunity to 

serve in the military. ” 
Faust pointed out that Harvard was 

one of the first campuses to offer an 
ROTC program, going back to when it 
was first established during World War I 
under the Woodrow Wilson administra-
tion’s National Defense Act. 

ROTC was banned at Harvard and 
many other colleges in the 1960s during 
the Vietnam War, when massive antiwar 
mobilizations drove them off campus. 
Harvard students who join today are 
not allowed to train at the school, but 
instead travel to nearby MIT. In 1995 
the Harvard faculty voted to continue 
the ban and cut all university funding 
for ROTC, in a protest of the “Don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy.  

For further reading...
Leon Trotsky on 
China
The articles and let-
ters in this collec-
tion record Leon 
Trotsky’s fight to re-
verse the disastrous 
course of Joseph 
Stalin in subordi-
nating the Chinese 
Communist Party to 
the Kuomintang during the 1925-
27 revolutionary upsurge, lead-
ing to a bloody defeat.
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time he has been put in the “hole”—sol-
itary confinement—on numerous occa-
sions. He has carried out three hunger 
strikes.

He completed serving all his time in 
April. At a pretrial hearing for the con-
tempt charges, Judge Leonie Brinkema 
granted al-Arian bail. However, he is 
now being held in detention by Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) pending deportation. In a catch-22 
move, however, the government is stall-
ing on deportation proceedings, main-
taining that no country will accept al-
Arian, in spite of the fact that his attor-
ney submitted travel documents issued 
by the Egyptian government before the 
latest indictment.

In the pretrial hearing Brinkema said 
she was getting “strange signals” from 
the prosecution, and that the govern-
ment should not be found to have ob-
structed efforts of another government 
to accept al-Arian. She also reminded 
the state that the plea agreement requir-
ing expeditious deportation remains in 
effect.

A film about the case, USA vs al-Ari-
an, is being shown around the country. 
To schedule a screening, contact Mel 
Underbakke, (813) 215-3403 or send an 
e-mail to melvau@earthlink.net.

The August 13 courthouse protest 
will take place at 8:00 a.m. in front of the 
Albert V. Bryan Courthouse, 401 Court-
house Square, Alexandria, Virginia. 

Reuters

Some 40 Chinese migrant workers protest outside a job site in Wuhan, Hubei province, 
May 8 to demand their back wages be paid.
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BY Ved dookhUN
C.W. Mining Corp., which owns the 

Co-Op mine in Huntington, Utah, has 
filed a lawsuit against the Kansas City-
based utility company Aquila Inc., 
claiming Aquila’s actions forced the 
mine company into bankruptcy last 
fall.  

Aquila won a settlement against C.W. 
Mining for almost $25 million after the 
company failed to deliver about 1 mil-
lion tons of coal in 2004–2005. It had 
agreed to supply 2.5 million tons of coal 
between 2003 and 2008. C.W. Mining 
delivered only 160,000 tons of coal from 
January 2004 until April 2005 when 
it broke the contract. The company 
claimed it was exempt from contractual 
agreement because of disrupted produc-
tion due to a labor dispute at the mine.  

The labor dispute was the three-

year struggle by miners at Co-Op to 
win recognition of the United Mine 
Workers (UMWA) as their union. It 
began in September 2003 when 75 
miners walked off the job over the fir-
ing of a fellow miner. Workers there 
demanded to be represented by the 
UMWA, not the company union that 
existed at the mine.  

Five entities, all owned by the Kings-
ton family that runs C.W. Mining, filed 
the suit against Aquila. They were joined 
in the legal action by the International 
Association of United Workers union, 
the company union at the Co-Op mine. 
The suit asks for $217 million in dam-
ages and claims Aquila has prevented 
the company from purchasing mining 
equipment needed to cut coal so it can 
meet its debts. 

Aquila has been garnishing funds 

from all known business entities owned 
by the Kingston family. It has taken 
$275,000 from its Bank of Utah ac-
count, and prevented Kingston-owned 
Standard Industries Inc. from receiving 
$2.7 million from the sale of the Co-Op 
mine. Standard Industries sold the mine 
in November to UtahAmerican Energy 
Inc., a subsidiary owned by Robert Mur-
ray.  

Murray Energy’s Genwall Resources, 
which operated the Crandall Canyon 
mine in the same area of Utah, was fined 
$1.6 million July 24 by the Mine Safety 
and Health Administration (see article 
on this page). Citing violations it called 
“highly negligent” and showing reckless 
disregard for safety the report found the 
mine owner responsible for the deaths 
of six miners who were entombed when 
the mine collapsed last August. 

BY ToM BAUMANN
NEW YORK—Nearly 150 people 

attended a July 26 event here to cel-
ebrate the 55th anniversary of the 
July 26, 1953, attack on the Monca-
da garrison in Santiago de Cuba led 
by Fidel Castro. That action marked 
the opening of the revolutionary 
struggle by workers and peasants in 
Cuba that led to the overthrow of the 
U.S.-backed dictatorship less than 
six years later, opening the door to 
the first socialist revolution in the 
Americas. 

The program here was chaired by 
Ben Ramos of the Popular Educa-
tion Project to Free the Cuban Five 
and Marianna Lamberti of Casa 
de las Américas. She is the grand-
daughter of Luis Miranda, longtime 
defender of the Cuban Revolution 
and president of Casa until his death 
last year. Ulises Antón opened the 
program with a statement on behalf 
of Casa.  

One theme of the meeting was the 
fight to free Gerardo Hernández, 
Ramón Labañino, René González, 
Fernando González, and Antonio 
Guerrero, five Cuban revolutionar-
ies in U.S. prisons. The Cuban Five, 

as they are known, were arrested in 
1998 on frame-up conspiracy charg-
es. They had been keeping tabs on 
rightist groups in Florida planning 
violent attacks on the people of 
Cuba. 

Sally O’Brien, coproducer of the 
new documentary Against Silence 
in Our Own Voices: Families of the 
Five Speak Out, introduced her film, 
which interviews the wives and 
mothers of the five prisoners. 

Puerto Rican activist Miguel 
Meléndez read greetings from for-
mer U.S. political prisoner Dyl-
cia Pagán, who led a delegation of 
Puerto Rican independence fighters 
to Cuba earlier this year. In Cuba 
they met with families of the Cuban 
Five and pledged their support in 
the fight to free them.

“Our revolution is proof that a 
better world is possible,” said key-
note speaker Ileana Núñez, Cuba’s 
deputy ambassador to the United 
Nations. Núñez said that despite the 
hardships the U.S. embargo on trade 
with Cuba imposes, the infant mor-
tality rate on the island is the lowest 
it has ever been and literacy stands 
at an all-time high of 99.6 percent. 

More than 41,000 Cuban volunteers 
are currently working in 96 coun-
tries as teachers, doctors, and other 

aid workers. 
“We are taking steps to defend the 

socialist revolution,” Núñez empha-
sized during the discussion period, 
explaining that the media falsely 
counterposes the policies of Presi-
dent Raúl Castro to those of Fidel 
Castro, who retired from office ear-
lier this year. 

Other speakers at the event includ-
ed Larry Hamm, chairperson of the 
People’s Organization for Progress; 
Lucius Walker of Pastors for Peace; 
Monolo de los Santos of Iglesia San 
Romero de las Américas; and Al-
thea Stevens, who participated in 
the 2007 Venceremos Brigade trip 
to Cuba.  

Ike Nahem, of the July 26 Coali-
tion, which sponsored the event, 
closed the program by inviting all 
participants to join the national 
march on Washington, D.C., Sep-
tember 13 to free the Cuban Five 
and to participate in a November na-
tional working conference on their 
defense. 

Labor Department: safety agency and bosses 
responsible for fatal mine collapse last year
BY doUg NelsoN

The Mine Safety and Health Admin-
istration (MSHA) was complicit with 
the mine bosses in the fatal collapse 
at the Crandall Canyon mine in Utah 
nearly one year ago, according to a July 
24 report from the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment.  

MSHA released its investigative re-
port the same day that the report by the 
Labor Department came out. The safety 
agency is highly critical of the mine’s 
operator, Genwall Resources Inc., while 
covering up its own role in allowing the 
company to put workers lives at great 
risk. 

The collapse, which occurred last 
August, killed six miners. Three others 
died and six were injured in the rescue 
operation that followed. 

“The August 6 collapse was not a 
‘natural’ earthquake,” but the result of 
a “flawed” mine plan that was “des-
tined to fail,” said the MSHA report. 
The company used a dangerous mining 
method in which coal is extracted from 
pillars that hold up the roof. Although 
MSHA approved this method, the agen-
cy said the company took too much coal 
from the pillars and mined coal from the 
floor, increasing the pressure on remain-
ing pillars. 

The safety agency report faults the 
company for failing to accurately and in 
a timely manner report three incidents 
in which coal burst from pillars under 
increasing pressure—evidence of grow-
ing instability caused by the mining. 
Two bursts occurred five months before 
the collapse, one severe enough to cause 
the company to abandon a section of the 
mine. A third happened three days be-
fore the collapse. MSHA says the com-

pany is also at fault for not revising its 
plans or mining methods following the 
coal bursts. 

As a result of its findings the safety 
agency fined Genwall, a subsidiary of 
Murray Energy Corp., $1.6 million for 
safety violations resulting in the death of 
the six miners. This is the highest fine 
levied by MSHA in its history. 

MSHA also fined the company’s min-
ing engineer consultant, Agapito Asso-
ciates Inc., $220,000 for its inaccurate 
“analysis” of the mine that was used by 
Genwall to justify part of its plan. 

Widespread outrage at Genwall’s bla-
tant disregard for workers’ safety prompt-
ed Congress to press for an “independent 
review” by the Labor Department.

According to the Labor Department, 
MSHA should never have approved the 
company’s mine plan. The report faults 
the safety agency for: not conducting an 
adequate evaluation of the company’s 
plans, ignoring inconsistencies in the 
plan, failing to adequately inspect the 
mine prior to and during operations, 
ignoring concerns that were noted by 
safety inspectors, and for allowing the 
company to continue its operations with 
no modifications following the massive 
coal burst in March.  

In addition, the Labor Department 
cited 18 deficiencies in MSHA’s rescue 
operations that increased the risks to 
those involved and could have contrib-
uted to the fatalities. 

The Moncada garrison in Santiago de Cuba following July 26, 1953 assault led by Fidel Castro.

July 26 celebration held in Equatorial Guinea

Militant/Martín Koppel

MALABO, Equatorial Guinea, July 26—About 80 people attended an 
event here today to celebrate the anniversary of the launching of the strug-
gle, on July 26, 1953, that led to the victory of the Cuban Revolution. 

The celebration was hosted by the brigade of Cuban volunteer doctors, 
nurses, and medical technicians who are providing free, quality health 
care in cities and towns throughout this African country. Among the par-
ticipants in the event were five Equatorial Guinean students who in Sep-
tember will be starting a six-year program to become doctors. They will 
be attending the medical school led by Cuban doctors in Bata, Equatorial 
Guinea.

The evening’s program focused on the international campaign to de-
mand the release of five Cuban revolutionaries jailed in U.S. prisons on 
frame-up charges. Several of the Guinean students presented biographical 
sketches of each of the five. The photo above shows one of the students, 
Fátima Patabobe, at the microphone. Guinean youth who graduated from 
the medical school have organized a committee here that sponsors educa-
tional activities on the campaign for the freedom of the five Cubans.

—MarTín koppel
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Below is an excerpt from The Transi-
tional Program for Socialist Revolution, 
one of Pathfinder’s Books of the Month 
in August. The book contains several 
discussions the Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky held with leaders of the 
Socialist Workers Party in 1938, head-
ing into the founding conference of the 
Fourth International. Excerpted below 
is a discussion with Trotsky on how 
economic shifts in the capitalist crisis 
affect combative moods of the workers. 
Copyright ©1973, Pathfinder Press. Re-
printed by permission.  

BY LEON TROTSKY
Question: What influence can “pros-

perity,” an economic rise of American 
capitalism in the next period, have upon 
our activity as based on the transitional 
program?

Trotsky: It is very difficult to answer 
because it is an equation with many un-
known elements, magnitudes. The first 
question is if a conjunctural improve-
ment is probable in the near future. It is 
very difficult to answer, especially for a 
person who does not follow the charts 
from day to day. As I see from the New 
York Times, the specialists are very un-

certain about the question. In last Sun-
day’s issue of the New York Times, the 
business index showed a very confused 
tendency. During the last week there 
was a loss, two weeks before a rise, and 
so on.

If you consider the general picture, we 
see that a new crisis has begun, show-
ing an almost vertical line of decline up 
until January of this year; then the line 
becomes hesitant—a zigzag line, but 
with general declining tendency. But the 
decline during this year is undoubtedly 
slower than the decline during the nine 
months of the preceding year.

If we consider the preceding period, 
beginning with the slump of 1929, we 
see that the crisis lasted almost 3 1/2 
years before the upturn began, with 
some smaller ups and downs, lasting 4 
1/2 years—it was Roosevelt “prosper-
ity.” In this way the last cycle was of 
8 years, 3 1/2 years of crisis and 4 1/2 
years of relative “prosperity,” 8 years 
being considered as a normal time for a 
capitalist cycle.

Now the new crisis began in Au-
gust 1937, and in nine months has 
reached the point which was reached 
in the preceding crisis in 2 1/2 years. 
It is very difficult to make a progno-
sis now concerning the time, the point 

of a new rise. If we consider the new 
slump from the point of its deepness, 
I repeat, the work of 2 1/2 years is 
completed by the crisis, yet it has not 
reached the lowest point of the preced-
ing crisis. If we consider the new crisis 
from the point of view of time—nine 
years, or seven, eight years, it would 
be too early for a new upturn. . . .

To the first question, if such an upturn 
can be more favorable to the general 
perspective before our party, I believe 
we can answer with a categorical yes, 
that it would be more favorable for us. 
There cannot be any reason to believe 
that American capitalism can of itself in 
the next period become a sound, healthy 
capitalism, that it can absorb the 13 
million unemployed. But the question 
is—if we formulate it in a very simple 
and arithmetical form—if in the next 
year or two years the industries absorb 
4 million workers from the 13 million 
unemployed, that will leave 9 million. 
Would that be favorable from the point 
of view of the revolutionary movement? 
I believe we can answer with a categori-
cal yes.

We have a situation in a country—a 
very revolutionary situation in a very 
conservative country—with a subjec-
tive backwardness on the part of the 

mentality of the working class. In such 
a situation, economic pickups—sharp 
economic pickups, ups and downs—
from a historical point of view have a 
secondary character, but in the imme-
diate sense have a profound effect on 
the lives of millions of workers. Today 
they have a very great importance. Such 
shake-ups are of very great revolution-
ary importance. They shake off their 
conservativeness; they force them to 
seek an account of what is happening, 
what is the perspective. And every such 
shake-up pushes some stratum of the 
workers onto the revolutionary road.

More concretely, now the American 
workers are at an impasse—in a blind 
alley. The big movement, the CIO, has 
no immediate perspective, because it 
is not guided by a revolutionary party 
and the difficulties of the CIO are very 
great. From the other side, the revolu-
tionary elements are too weak to be able 
to give to the movement a sharp turn to 
the political road. Imagine that during 
the next period 4 million workers en-
ter the industries. It will not soften the 
social antagonisms—on the contrary. 
It will sharpen them. If the industries 
were capable of absorbing the 13 mil-
lion or 11 million unemployed, then it 
would signify for a long period a soft-
ening of the class struggle; but it can 
only absorb a part, and the majority 
will remain unemployed. Every unem-
ployed person sees that the employed 
have work. He will look for work and, 
not finding any, will enter into the un-
employed movement. I believe in this 
period our slogan of the sliding scale 
can receive very great popularity; that 
is, that we ask for work for everybody 
under decent conditions—in a popular 
form: “We must find work for all, un-
der decent conditions with decent sala-
ries.” The first period of a rise—eco-
nomic rise—would be very favorable, 
especially for this slogan. I believe also 
that the other very important slogan of 
defense, workers’ militia, etc., would 
also find favorable soil, a base, because 
through such a limited and uncertain 
rise—the capitalists become very anx-
ious to have immediate profits, and they 
look with great hostility on the unions 
which disturb the possibility of a new 
rise in profits. 

Customers line up outside an IndyMac Bank branch in Santa Monica, California, on July 
14 in hopes of getting their money back after federal regulators took over the bank. It was 
the second largest bank failure in U.S. history.
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Editorial Afghan war 

Book on Palestine is published in Greece 

Continued from front page

Democratic presidential contender Barack Obama 
says that “affirmative action is not going to be the long-
term solution to the problems of race in America.” 
White workers get short shrift with these programs, 
he implies. He goes as far as to state that affirmative 
action “doesn’t really matter.” Republican candidate 
John McCain openly opposes affirmative action.

Affirmative action programs address continuing 
institutionalized racism and sexism by giving pref-
erential treatment in hiring, education, and housing 
to Blacks, other oppressed nationalities, and women. 
The racist inequalities confronting Blacks and other 
oppressed nationalities, like the sex inequalities wom-
en face, are constantly reinforced and reproduced by 
the capitalist job market. The bosses use race divisions 
as one of their main tools to keep the labor movement 
divided and weakened. Any measure that makes it 
harder for the employers to discriminate against part 
of the working class is an advance for the whole class.

Affirmative action programs are needed, not to 
make up for the past, but to deal with the discrimina-
tion that exists today. The official unemployment rate 
for Black workers, for example, is almost three times 
the rate for whites, underscoring that Blacks are still 
the last hired and the first fired. Blacks make up 41 
percent of the prison population, but just 13 percent of 
the overall population. 

For capitalist politicians like Obama, vague rheto-

ric about “long-term solutions” serves to obfuscate the 
class issues involved. He doesn’t point the finger at the 
racism inherent in capitalism, he blames Black men 
for abandoning “their responsibilities.” He doesn’t call 
for the government to take measures against rising 
unemployment, he proposes giving money to “faith-
based” organizations to dispense charity. He doesn’t 
call for defending and extending affirmative action 
with quotas to make it effective, he worries about the 
programs being “properly structured.” 

The fight for affirmative action really does matter. It 
is only along a course of defending affirmative action 
and demanding enforcement of quotas that a strong 
and united labor movement can be built capable of de-
fending working people in the battles to come with the 
employers and their government. 

gun fire from helicopters, Agence France-Presse 
reported.  

Another 55 Taliban were killed July 23 when 
ISAF and Afghan security forces launched an op-
eration to retake the Ajristan district about 125 
miles southwest of Afghanistan’s capital Kabul. 
The district had been occupied by Taliban militia 
two days earlier. 

The Taliban government was overthrown by the 
U.S. military in 2001 shortly after the September 
11 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pen-
tagon. The Taliban has since led a guerrilla war 
against the U.S.-installed government in Kabul. 
In recent months they have captured several re-
mote districts but have also been easily expelled 
by ISAF and Afghan army forces. 

U.S. and NATO officials say they are investi-
gating three air strikes in July in which Afghan 
authorities say 78 civilians were killed. 

An estimated 698 Afghan civilians have been 
killed in the war in the first six months of this 
year, according to the United Nations. That com-
pares with 430 over the same period last year—a 
38 percent increase. The United Nations said 
255 of the civilians killed this year were slain by 
NATO troops. 

U.S. presidential candidates John McCain and 
Barack Obama have called for sending thousands 
more U.S. troops to Afghanistan. 

During a visit to Berlin Obama said Germany 
and other NATO allies needed to send more troops 
to Afghanistan.  

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s cabinet has already 
approved a plan to increase the number of German 
troops in Afghanistan by 1,000, bringing the total 
to 4,500. Germany has the third largest number 
of troops in Afghanistan but has prohibited their 
deployment in the south where NATO casualties 
have been high. 

In a interview with Der Spiegel Obama’s for-
eign policy advisor Susan Rice said NATO al-
lies should “lift operational restrictions” on their 
troops. 

The pace of U.S. and NATO air strikes against 
the Taliban inside Pakistan has also increased in 
recent months. At least six people were killed 
near Asam Warsak village in Pakistan July 28, 
when missiles struck a house in a religious school 
compound.

A Pakistani intelligence officer said that Mid-
hat Musri al-Sayid Umar, an Egyptian and alleged 
al-Qaeda chemical weapons expert was the target 
of the strike, according to press reports. Pakistani 
authorities could not confirm that Musri al-Sayid 
Umar, who has a $5 million bounty on his head, 
was in fact killed. Claims that he had been killed 
in another air strike in 2006 turned out to be 
false.

Several residents in the area said they heard the 
sound of drone aircraft engines, suggesting the 
missiles were fired by Predator drones operated 
by the CIA. NATO and ISAF spokesmen have 
denied involvement in any cross-border strikes 
in Pakistan, but said they could not speak for the 
CIA, reported Reuters. 

Maj. Gen. Athar Abbas, Pakistan’s military 
spokesman, said he had little information about 
the air strike. “Some incident did take place but 
what kind of strike it was, whether is was a mis-
sile or rocket attack or bomb explosion, we don’t 
know.” He added that ISAF doesn’t share infor-
mation about any strike with the Pakistani mili-
tary prior to an attack. 

Despite repeated protests by the Pakistani gov-
ernment, several drone missile attacks have been 
carried out this year by U.S. forces against Tal-
iban and al-Qaeda-backed militias alleged to have 
been attempting to enter Afghanistan or retreat-
ing from there into Pakistan. 

Correction
The article “Conference prepares for new 

class battles: Socialist Educational and Active 
Workers Conference draws 380 participants,” in 
the July 28 issue, has missing text in the jump 
from page 9 to page 10. Below are the corrected 
sentences:

“Even compared to meetings about Our His-
tory in late 2006 and 2007, discussions this 
spring about the Cuban Revolution more rapidly 
turned into discussions about the class struggle 
in the United States and the possibility of a revo-
lution here, she noted.

“Both Waters in her talk, and Barnes in his 
report and summary remarks, addressed the 
revolutionary example—and political and moral 
high ground—demonstrated by Cuban revolu-
tionary leader Fidel Castro in his recent remarks 
calling on the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) to release all remaining hos-
tages held in the areas it controls in Colombia 
. . . ”
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BY NATAshA Terlexis
ATHENS—Since its publication in April the 

new Greek-language book Israel and the Pales-
tinian Struggle for Self-Determination has sold 
30 copies and another 55 have been ordered by 
bookstores in Greece. 

Published by Diethnes Vima, the book in-
cludes speeches and resolutions adopted by the 
Socialist Workers Party of the United States 
since the early 1970s. Many of the articles were 
published in the Education for Socialists booklet 
Israel and the Arab Revolution. 

Twelve copies were snatched off the table at a 

recent event organized by Palestinian groups at 
the gates of the Israeli embassy in Greece.

A June book launch was attended by 25 people. 
Speaking at the event were Georges Mehrabian, 
representing Diethnes Vima; Moisis Litsis, a 
journalist and member of the European Network 
of Jewish Peace Organizations; Renata Menis, 
an Athens-based painter who donated the art 
work for the cover; and Sami Monastiriotis-Gh-
neim, a young Palestinian-Greek worker at the 
Athens airport who participated in the prepara-
tion of the book. 

“This book presents a Marxist perspective, 
from 1920 to 2006, that helps in understanding 
events today in the Middle East and most im-
portantly in charting a common perspective of 
struggle for toilers across national and religious 
lines,” explained Mehrabian. 

Those attending the event included a number 
of Palestinians, West Africans, and other immi-
grants as well as some Greeks. A lively discus-
sion took place on the possibility of Palestin-
ian and Israeli Jewish working people joining 
together in the fight for a democratic secular 
Palestine. 

Volunteers will be organizing distribution of 
the book in Patras, Greece’s third largest city 
and a major port and university town, as well as 
in Cyprus in the fall.
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