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Deflation looms 
in deepening 
capitalist crisis
BY seth galinsky

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, the U.S. economy has come out 
of its “tailspin.” The capitalist daily 
pointed to a decline in inventories and 
a slowing of the contraction in produc-
tion in the second quarter of this year 
as evidence that the economy “may be 
poised to resume growing.” 

At the same time, the Journal said 
that “new signs of stress emerged.” 
It noted that “unemployment in the 
euro-zone economies rose to the high-
est level in a decade and consumer 
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BY Róger calero
Top U.S. military and government 

officials are saying they need further 
increases in troop levels for their war 
in Afghanistan. It has been nearly 
eight years since a U.S.-led imperi-
alist invasion overthrew the Taliban 
government there in 2001. 

Gen. Stanley McChrystal, the top 
U.S. commander in Afghanistan, is 
likely to request an increase in Ameri-
can troops as part of a forthcoming as-

U.S. Marine Corps/Philippe Chasse

U.S. Marines and Afghan soldiers at Forward Operating Base Dwyer, Afghanistan, July 2. U.S. 
troops in country will top 68,000 by end of year. Washington’s top general in Afghanistan will 
likely ask for thousands more following a soon to be released ‘war assessment.’

BY Ben Joyce
Since mid-July, hundreds of thou-

sands of workers and others in South 
Africa have held protests and strikes 
in several South African towns. The 
world capitalist crisis continues to 
take its toll on working people there. 

Inflation in South Africa is cur-
rently at 7.2 percent, according to a 
Bloomberg survey, and Reuters re-
ports that nearly one in three workers 
are unemployed. Some 40 percent of 
the population there lives below the 
official poverty line.

Such conditions and the resulting 
protests highlight the challenges faced 
by the ruling African National Con-
gress (ANC) government of President 
Jacob Zuma in addressing the legacy 
of sharp inequality faced by Africans 
under apartheid rule, which massive 
protests succeeded in overthrowing in 
the early 1990s. Nelson Mandela, the 
central leader of the ANC, was elect-
ed president of the country in 1994.

Police have arrested some 200 
people around the country protest-
ing poor living conditions and inad-

equate government services such as 
water, electricity, and housing. Some 
200 protesters burned vehicles and 
blocked roads with burning tires in 
the township of Thokoza, where cops 
have used rubber bullets and tear gas 
in response to the protests. 

“We’ve been given promises for all 
these years,” Sipho Duma of Thokoza 
told Agence France-Presse. “We are 

by patrick brown
AUCKLAND, New Zealand—

“This history is not known in China,” 
said one of the participants in a meet-
ing on “The Unique History of the 
Chinese in Cuba,” held here July 22. 
“Whatever differences we have with 

you, we really appreciate hearing 
about it.” 

The meeting was one of multiple 
events at which Mary-Alice Waters, 
president of Pathfinder Press and a 
leader of the Socialist Workers Party 
in the United States, spoke during a 
July 17–25 visit to New Zealand.

The comments were part of the ani-
mated discussion at a meeting spon-
sored by the public library in Botany, 
a southern suburb of Auckland that 
has become home to a sizeable num-
ber of immigrants from China over 
the past decade and a half. 

Waters had begun her visit at the 
July 17–19 “Rising Dragons Soaring 
Bananas” conference in Auckland. 
(The full text of Waters’s speech at 
the conference was published in last 
week’s Militant, along with a report of 
the conference.)

Her presentations drew on the book 
Our History Is Still Being Written: 
the Story of Three Chinese-Cuban 
Generals in the Cuban Revolution, 
published by Pathfinder Press. Waters 
edited the book in which Armando 
Choy, Gustavo Chui, and Moisés Sío 

by Naomi Craine
LOS ANGELES—One thousand 

workers at American Apparel and their 
supporters marched from the factory 
gate to the Federal Building July 29 to 
demand an end to mass firings of im-
migrant workers at this large nonunion 
garment factory and other workplaces.

Two days later, the company an-
nounced it was granting 30-day exten-
sions to all of the workers who had re-
ceived notice they would be fired. 

About 1,800 workers at the company 
are threatened with firing, allegedly for 
not having valid authorization to work 
in the United States, based on an Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) audit of their employment re-
cords. American Apparel employs more 
than 5,000 production workers in Los 
Angeles. 

On the day of the march, workers col-
lected several thousand signatures, peti-
tioning Dov Charney, company CEO, to 
give workers a 30- or 60-day extension. 
Dozens of workers participated in this 
effort. The petition passed from sewing 
machine to sewing machine. Custodi-
ans circulated it as they swept the floors. 
Petitions were circulated in the cafete-
ria, at the lunch truck, and on an extra 
bathroom break or two. 

Workers built the demonstration 

sessment report recommending chang-
es in strategy in the U.S.-led war in that 
country reported the Washington Post.  

Defense Secretary Robert Gates re-

quested the report in late June. It is 
being prepared by a team of about a 
dozen military and civilian analysts. 
Among them are “national security 

BY Doug Nelson
Washington is pressing leaders of 

the Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG), an autonomous administra-
tion in northern Iraq, to compromise 
with the central government in Bagh-
dad in a dispute over land and oil. As 
Washington plans to reduce its troops 
in Iraq, finding a way to restrain 
the Kurdish struggle is more clearly 
emerging as a major priority for the 
propertied rulers in the United States, 
as well as those in the Middle East. 

U.S. secretary of defense Robert 
Gates met with KRG president Mas-
soud Barzani, among others, to dis-
cuss Washington’s concerns during 
his trip to Iraq in late July. The main 
disputed questions are the scope of 
Kurdish autonomy; the KRG bound-
aries, particularly control over the oil-
rich city of Kirkuk; and division of oil 
revenues.  

The Kurds are an oppressed nation-
ality of some 25–30 million people 
who have long resided in an area of-
ten referred to as Kurdistan that spans 
parts of Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syria.

In a 96-1 vote, the Kurdish parlia-
ment passed a draft regional constitu-
tion June 24 laying claim to disputed 

Troops out now!
Editorial—p. 10
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BY brian williams
In a July 29 speech in New York to the 

Council of Foreign Relations, Homeland 
Security Secretary Janet Napolitano 
presented the Obama administration’s 
approach to fighting “domestic terror-
ism.” It largely continues the course of 
the previous Bush administration.

Napolitano stressed the importance of 
getting more individuals on the lookout 
for “suspicious” packages and “unusual 
activities,” and promptly reporting them 
to government authorities. The admin-
istration’s approach also calls for a more 
coordinated sharing of “intelligence” 
data among federal, state, and local cop 
agencies.  

She denied that the plan was es-
sentially an appeal for everyone to be-
come snitches. There’s a “balance to 
be struck,” Napolitano said, between 
identifying “suspicious activities” and 
creating “a culture of everybody spying 
on one another.”  However, the goal, she 
emphasized, is to get “in a constant state 
of preparedness and not a constant state 
of fear.”  

“The place we start is the work of en-
gaging the American people in our col-
lective effort,” said Napolitano. “For too 
long we’ve treated the public as a liabil-
ity to be protected rather than an asset in 
our nation’s collective security.”  

She held up several well known 
frame-up cases as examples. In one case 
she claimed “an attentive store clerk” 
told authorities about men trying to 
duplicate “extremist DVDs.” This led 
federal agents to round up five young 
men who were convicted last December 
of “conspiring” to attack soldiers at Ft. 

Dix, New Jersey, she said.  
In fact, the trial of the Ft. Dix Five, 

as they became known by supporters of 
their defense, revealed that the govern-
ment’s entire case was built on entrap-
ment by paid informants.

The “breadth of the threat” should 
not just be focused on New York City, 
Washington, D.C., or a few other urban 
areas, she said, pointing to recent arrests 
in Minneapolis and North Carolina. 

The grand jury indictments of Somalis 
from Minneapolis and Seattle for “con-
spiracy to kill, kidnap, maim or injure” 
people in foreign countries was recently 
made public. In North Carolina, seven 
men were arrested July 27 and charged 
with “plotting” terrorism abroad.  

Intelligence ‘fusion centers’
The Homeland Security secretary 

pointed to the 70 state-run intelligence 
“fusion centers,” which began under 
the Bush administration, as “critical” to 
fighting “terrorism.” The centers allow 
cops from federal agencies such as the 
FBI and Immigration and Customs En-
forcement to share information through 

common databases with the 780,000 
cops spread out across 18,000 state, lo-
cal, and tribal agencies nationwide.   

In addition to these “fusion centers,” 
Homeland Security “will be collaborat-
ing with the Department of Justice and 
the FBI in more than 100 joint terrorism 
task forces across the country,” said Na-
politano.  

Also being expanded is 287(g), a pro-
gram initiated in 1996 under the Clin-
ton administration. It gives local police 

authority to check immigration status 
of those they arrest. Since 2006 depu-
tized officers have identified more than 
120,000 undocumented workers nation-
wide, reported the Los Angeles Times.  

While in New York Napolitano vis-
ited “Ground Zero” and took a ride in a 
subway car with Mayor Michael Bloom-
berg. She announced that $35 million in 
federal stimulus funds is being granted 
to hire 120 more cops to be deployed in 
the city’s subways.  

N.Y.: city gov’t pays for homeless to leave town

Cops patrol New York City subway platform February 6. Thirty-five million dollars of fed-
eral stimulus funds is being granted to hire 120 more cops to be deployed in subways.

BY Ben Joyce
NEW YORK—The government of 

the billionaire families that rule the Big 
Apple has been implementing a new 
tool for fighting homelessness here—a 
one-way ticket out of town. 

The city government has paid for 
more than 550 homeless families to 
leave New York since it began a relo-
cation program in 2007. So far people 

have been sent to 24 states and five 
continents, most often to Puerto Rico, 
Florida, Georgia, and the Carolinas, 
but also to Paris and Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 

The program only requires that the 
family have someone elsewhere who 
agrees to take them in. Homeless fami-
lies can reject the offer and choose to 
stay in shelters. 

There are more than 35,500 individ-
uals living in city shelters—15,000 of 
them children—as of the end of July, 
according to the New York City De-
partment of Homeless Services. 

The official unemployment rate 
in June was 9.5 percent in New York 
City and nationwide. These figures do 
not include those who the government 
claims have not looked for a job in the 
past month or those who are forced to 
work only part-time hours. Including 
these categories, 16.5 percent of the 
workforce is unemployed or underem-
ployed as of June.  

“We want to divert as many families 
as we can that need assistance,” Vida 
Chavez-Downes, director of the “Re-
source Room,” a city office that helps 
move the families out of town, told the 
New York Times. “We have paid for 
visas, we’ve gone down to the consul-
ate, we’ve provided letters, we’ve paid 
for passports for people to go. Anyone 
who comes through our door.” 

Arnold Cohen, president of the advo-
cacy group Partnership for the Home-
less, is critical of the program. “We’re 
taking people from a shelter bed here 
to the living room couch of another 
family. Essentially, this family is still 
homeless,” he said. 

Julie Bosman of the Times notes in 
a July 29 article that homelessness is 
“a seemingly intractable problem” for 
the Bloomberg administration, and the 
relocation program is “a way of keep-
ing [the homeless] out of the expensive 
shelter system, which costs $36,000 a 
year per family.”  
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Deflation looms in deepening economic crisis

Latvia crisis: farmers face 
lack of payment, low prices

Militant/Dag Tirsén

Péteris Dzalbs (right), a farmer in Auleja village in Latgale, Latvia, shows milk cooler. Falling 
prices of milk and late payment for delivered milk is threatening livelihoods of small farmers.

By Catharina Tirsén
LATGALE, Latvia—The Latvian 

government agreed July 27 to a raft of 
additional austerity measures in order 
to obtain more loans from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. A $285 million 
loan, part of a $10.5 billion package, 
had been delayed until the govern-
ment agreed to the fund’s demands 
for further cuts in social spending and 
to raise taxes. 

Farmers in this region are not likely 
to get much relief from the deal. “I am 
glad now we don’t have any cows,” 
said Arnolds Dzalbs, a farmer in the 
Auleja village, about 19 miles from 
the Belorussia border. Preilu Siers 
dairy pays little for farmers’ milk, he 
said, and refuses to take any milk for 
a whole month this summer. 

Dzalbs works land that belonged to 
his family until 1948, when the bu-
reaucratic rulers led by Joseph Stalin 
in the Soviet Union ordered forced 
collectivization in Latvia, which was 
then a republic in the Soviet Union. 
Both he and his father then worked 
on the kolkhoz—the collective farm 
formed out of land taken from all 
farmers in the village. After Lat-
via became independent in 1991, the 
land was given back to those who 
had owned it. Dzalbs and his wife 
now farm 100 hectares (1 hectare=2.5 
acres). 

They raise pigs. They have 16 sows, 
and sell the piglets to individuals who 
raise them for the meat. The farm has 
three tractors and a big combine for 
harvesting. 

Dzalbs is quite frustrated by the 
conditions farmers face. “We used to 
grow sugar beets and Latvia had three 
sugar factories,” he said. “The last 
one closed a couple of years ago [after 
the European Union (EU) introduced 
sugar quotas]. Then farmers changed 
what they produced. Now we can’t sell 
milk. So who knows how long raising 
pigs will last?” 

One of their neighbors, Péteris 
Dzalbs, sells milk to the dairy but has 
not been paid for the past four months. 
He has also started raising pigs. 

Next door Andrejs Nikitins and his 
wife Galina farm 18 hectares, which 
had belonged to his grandparents 
before 1948. They have three sows, 
one cow, two calves, and a couple of 
hens.

They also grow potatoes, vegeta-
bles, and fodder for the animals. They 
sell piglets like most other farmers 
here. This reporter accompanied An-
drejs and his sister, Vija Nikitina, now 
a meat packer in Stockholm, Sweden, 
to buy a new horse for the farm. The 
horse is used for day-to-day tasks on 
the farm, but for harvesting they rely 
on their neighbor’s modern combine 
harvester. 

Zanna Stepina, from Ukraine, grows 
and sells flowers on 38 hectares, 30 of 
which had been collectivized from her 
husband’s family in 1948. At first they 
grew cabbage, she said. “We grew 25 
tons, but could not sell it because of 
competition from the EU.” 

Fewer flowers are being sold and 
their prices have gone down, said St-
epina. “Soon I think we will only sell 
flowers for the graveyard! The gov-
ernment talks about rationing food 
again like during the Soviet Union. 
This is not popular,” she said. “At 
least as farmers we have food!”

Besides returning land that had 
been taken away in 1948 to farmers’ 
families, the government gave out 

certificates based on how long you 
have lived in Latvia. The certificates 
can be used to buy an apartment, land, 
or may be sold. 

Nikitina said she sold hers to a com-
pany to buy a dress for her gradua-
tion. Others, like Viktor Krasovitsky, 
have been able to buy 3,000 hectares 
of land nearby. 

Krasovitsky used to own Parex 
Bank, which was taken over by the 

Latvian state in November after ru-
mors led to a bank run, emptying one-
quarter of its deposits. Krasovitsky is 
still the richest man in Latvia. He made 
his fortune when he and his partner 
were Komsomsol (Communist Party 
youth) members. Moscow gave them a 
monopoly to exchange money in 1990 
when they started a travel agency. In 
six months they earned enough money 
to start the bank.
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San Francisco
Protest Attacks on Immigrant Rights! 
Speaker: Gerardo Sánchez, Socialist Workers 
candidate for city treasurer. Fri., Aug. 14, 7:30 
p.m. 5482 Mission St. Tel.: (415) 584-2135.

Florida
Miami
Washington’s ‘Long War’: U.S. Out of 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan! Speaker: An-
thony Dutrow, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., 
Aug. 14, 7:30 p.m. Donation: $5. 6777 NW 7th 
Ave., Suite 5. Tel.: (305) 757-8869. 

Minnesota
Minneapolis
The Fraud of Health Care Reform under 
Capitalism. Fri., Aug. 14, 8 p.m. 1311 1/2 E 
Lake St., 2nd floor. Tel.: (612) 729-1205. 

Continued from front page
prices there fell, a worrisome sign of 
deflation”—a backhanded admission 
that the capitalist crisis will not be 
over anytime soon. 

Speaking at a health-care rally in 
North Carolina July 29, U.S. president 
Barack Obama noted a rise in housing 
prices. “We may be seeing the begin-
ning of the end of the recession,” he 
said. Just two days later he struck a 
more cautious note saying, “As far as 
I’m concerned, we won’t have a recov-
ery as long as we keep losing jobs.” 

The annual rate of housing starts in-
creased 3.6 percent from May to June, 
although housing starts were still 46 
percent less than in June of last year. 
Single-family home starts have risen 
for two months in a row for the first 
time since early 2007. Nonetheless, 
U.S. home foreclosures set a record in 
the first half of the year, with no end 
in sight. 

The continuing decline in heavy in-
dustry and construction has hit both 
trucking and railroads, with a shrink-
ing demand for raw materials. U.S. 
railroad shipments are down more 
than 20 percent compared to last year. 
Union Pacific railroad alone has laid 
off 4,400 workers and sidelined 60,000 
railcars and 1,900 locomotives.  

Newsweek captured the lack of con-
fidence within the capitalist ruling 
class in its August 2 issue. The cover 
showed a big balloon that proclaimed 
“The recession is OVER!*” Then in 
smaller letters it said, “*good luck sur-
viving the recovery.” 

‘Deflationary spiral’
In a July 15 speech in South Af-

rica, Justin Lin, World Bank chief 
economist, alluded to the fundamental 
problem capitalism faces regardless 
of temporary recoveries and stimulus 
measures. “While the crisis originated 
in the financial sector,” he said, “the 
challenge now is in the real sector”—
meaning manufacturing and industrial 
production. 

“Significant excess capacity has 
built up,” he said. “Unless this issue is 
addressed, we will face a deflationary 
downward spiral.” 

Prices have been flat or have declined 
in China, Finland, France, Ireland, Ja-
pan, Germany, Spain, and Switzerland. 
Consumer prices in Japan fell 1.7 percent 
since June. In Germany, Europe’s largest 
economy, consumer prices fell 0.6 per-
cent over the last year through July—the 
first annual decline in 22 years. 

To working people, a price decline 
can seem like a good thing. But defla-
tion is part of intensifying competition 
among capitalists as they contend over 
shrinking markets and is a product of 
the long-term tendency of their profit 
rates to fall. It puts enormous down-
ward pressures on investment in man-
ufacturing and production. 

To shore up profit rates, the bosses 
will try to get more work out of fewer 
workers, speed up production lines, 
and slash wages and benefits. They 
will also go after the social wage, in-
cluding Social Security and Medicare. 

Capitalist businesses across the globe 
are laying off workers and cutting back 

on production. In the United Kingdom 
unemployment among young people 
aged 18–24 jumped from 11.9 percent 
to 17.3 percent over the past year. With 
an official rate of 18 percent, Spain has 
the highest unemployment in the Euro-
pean Union.  

To mask unemployment the German 
government subsidizes a program that 
assigns unemployed workers to “trans-
fer” companies. There they get paid 
to work on their résumé, talk to a job 
counselor, and get technical training. 
The thousands of workers in these pro-
grams are not counted in unemploy-
ment statistics. 

Unemployment is also rising in 
Latin America and Africa, although so 
far not as quickly as in Europe and the 
United States.  

In the United States more than 
100,000 have exhausted their un-
employment benefits in the last few 
months. With extensions, laid-of work-
ers in 24 states can collect benefits for 
up to 79 weeks. Unless Congress ap-
proves another extension, close to 1.5 
million people could be cut off by the 
end of the year. 
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U.S. troops leave Ecuador, 
expand bases in Colombia
BY Róger calero

The U.S. military is taking steps to 
move operations from Ecuador to mili-
tary bases in Colombia.

Negotiations between U.S. and Co-
lombian officials on a plan to run U.S 
military surveillance and interdiction 
operations from three airfields and two 
navy bases in Colombia are well under 
way, reported the magazine Cambio in 
early July.  

Since the end of 2008, when the gov-
ernment of Ecuador announced that it 
would not renew a decade-long “anti-
drug” program allowing U.S. spy planes 
to operate from Ecuador’s Eloy Alfaro 
Air Base in the coastal city of Manta, 
Washington has been looking for anoth-
er beachhead for its activities in South 
America. As a Forward Operation Lo-
cation, Eloy Alfaro has been one of sev-
eral air bases that replaced U.S. facilities 
shut down in Panama in 1999.  

Last May U.S. officials announced 
that Washington would remove all U.S. 
military personnel from Ecuador in Sep-
tember, before the agreement expires in 
November, and move operations to Co-
lombia.  

According to Cambio, the agreement 

between Bogotá and Washington states 
that operations will not be limited to 
areas along the Pacific, previously cov-
ered from Manta, but will also include 
the Caribbean. The agreement also calls 
for greater cooperation in fighting “ter-
rorism.”  

The agreement leaves open the pos-
sibility that U.S. forces stationed in 
Colombia could “cooperate with other 
nations in the region,” and carry out 
“combined exercises to confront com-
mon threats to peace, stability, freedom, 
and democracy,” said the Colombian 
magazine.  

The increased operations by U.S. 
forces from Colombian bases also seeks 
to complement those being carried out 
under Plan Colombia, the centerpiece 
of U.S. imperialism’s growing military 
presence in the Andean region. Plan 
Colombia was first announced in 1999 
under the U.S. administration of Wil-
liam Clinton. Since 2000 the U.S. gov-
ernment has given more than $5 billion 
to Colombia’s army and police. A slight 
reduction in funds—from $547 million 
to $513 million—from Washington is 
scheduled for 2010.  

Venezuela’s foreign minister Nicolás 

Troops at Ecuador’s Manta air base. Ecuadoran government will no longer allow Washington to 
use base.  U.S. military is expanding ‘antidrug and counterterrorism’ operations in Colombia.

Maduro called the new military agree-
ment between the Colombian and U.S. 
government “a threat to the entire re-
gion.”

Colombia’s foreign minister Jaime 
Bermúdez defended his government’s 
relations with Washington. The Colom-
bian government “didn’t say anything 
when ships of the Russian navy carried 
out military maneuvers in the Venezu-
elan Caribbean,” said Bermúdez.  

While the U.S. government has been 
pouring billions of dollars in military aid 
into Colombia, Washington and Bogotá 
have seized on the increased military 

cooperation between the Venezuelan 
government and those of Russia and 
China to step up its campaign of target-
ing Caracas as a “destabilizing” force in 
Latin America. 

Washington is also cranking up its 
accusations that Caracas has been al-
lowing Colombia’s guerrilla groups to 
use Venezuela’s territory as a launching 
pad for drug trafficking into the United 
States.  

President Hugo Chávez said July 20 
that he very much regretted the situation, 
“but we have to review relations with the 
government of Colombia because they 
are opening the doors to those who attack 
us constantly.” He said he has instructed 
his foreign minister to review all bilat-
eral relations and warned of scaling back 
ties with Colombia. “The items that we 
purchase from Colombia will have to be 
purchased elsewhere, in countries that 
are truly friendly,” he said.   

Despite frictions between the two 
governments, the total trade between 
Colombia and Venezuela amounted to 
$7.2 billion in 2008, favoring Colombia 
with exports reaching $6 billion.  

This year so far, however, trade has 
slowed down under the impact of the 
world capitalist crisis, on top of trade 
restrictions being put in place by Ven-
ezuela. Colombia’s exports to Venezu-
ela were $2.24 billion in the first five 
months of the year, down 1 percent from 
the same period last year. The drop is 
due partly to Venezuela’s restrictions on 
Colombian car imports, according to the 
Wall Street Journal.  

Because of long delays in payments 
for Colombian goods, exports of some 
items from Colombia have dropped 
drastically.  

The Colombian trade minister Luis 
Guillermo Plata urged the Venezuelan 
government July 22 to authorize over-
due payments worth $275 million to 
Colombian exporters, according to the 
Journal. 

territories, including Kirkuk. Since 
2007 the Iraqi government has repeat-
edly postponed a referendum on the 
city’s status. 

Geoff Morrell, Gates’s chief spokes-
man, said the defense secretary has en-
dorsed an April UN report that outlines 
a number of possible compromises, in-
cluding a call for a power-sharing solu-
tion for the city’s status. In response to 
growing tensions earlier this year, Wash-
ington increased its forces in Kirkuk 
from about 900 to 3,200 troops. 

The U.S. rulers are concerned that an 
escalating conflict on these issues would 
destabilize Iraq and threaten Washing-
ton’s interests in the region.  

The conflict over Kurdish control of 
land and resources is “probably our No. 
1 driver of instability,” Gen. Raymond 
Odierno, the top U.S. commander in 
Iraq, said July 28. 

Tense standoffs between Iraq’s Kurd-
ish and Arab troops in the disputed ar-
eas along the KRG border underscore 
the volatility of the conflict. Last month 
about 2,000 Kurdish Pesh Merga troops 
faced off with an Arab-led Iraqi army 
unit for 24 hours when the Arab forces 
approached the disputed and predomi-
nantly Kurdish town of Makhmur. The 
standoff ended when U.S. military of-
ficials convinced Baghdad to divert its 
Arab troops from the area. 

The Pesh Merga, a militia force that 
fought the Baath regime of Saddam 
Hussein, numbering about 80,000, is of-
ficially part of the Iraqi army, but func-
tion as units loyal to the KRG. 

About half of the Kurdish people live 
in Turkey, where they have been sub-
jected to systematic discrimination and 
violent repression by the government. 
They face the highest rates of illiteracy 
and poverty in that country. 

In 1984 the Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK), a Maoist group, opened armed 
struggle against the Turkish govern-
ment, which responded with ferocity 
against the Kurdish population. More 

than 44,000 people were killed over two 
decades and the PKK was forced to re-
treat to northern Iraq. 

The Turkish military, with U.S.-pro-
vided intelligence, has been on a bomb-
ing campaign targeting PKK forces in 
Kurdish areas along Iraq’s northern bor-
der since December 2007. The PKK is 
estimated to have about 5,000 members 
in Iraq. 

While maintaining its war against the 
PKK and its determination to marginal-
ize any struggle for Kurdish autonomy, 
the Turkish government, led by the Jus-
tice and Development Party, has eased 
up some of its repressive measures in 
the country and sought greater coopera-
tion with the KRG.

Earlier this year, the Turkish govern-
ment allowed the launching of a Kurdish 
television channel. 

The Turkish government is touting its 
new approach to the Kurds as a “demo-
cratic opening.” Changes under discus-
sion include: an end to charging and 
jailing minors as “terrorist” for chant-
ing illegal slogans or throwing rocks 
at police; reinstating Kurdish names of 
villages and ending laws against use 
of Kurdish names in general; allowing 
Kurdish cultural performances by local 
and regional artists that promote “peace 

and friendship”; allowing the 
teaching of the Kurdish lan-
guage in schools; and allow-
ing candidates to campaign in 
Kurdish. 

The government has ruled 
out granting amnesty to Abdul-
lah Ocalan, the PKK’s central 
leader, who has been impris-
oned since 1999. At the same 
time, Ankara will consider 
reviewing the incarceration of 
PKK members who were not 
involved in armed attacks and 
pardoning rank-and-file PKK 
members who desert the group 
and have not taken part in any 
military operations.

Barzani pointed to the 
moves as a positive step to weaken the 
PKK. 

Meanwhile, recent elections in Iraqi 
Kurdistan reveal a loosening of the grip 
of the two ruling bourgeois parties—
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party. The 
Change List, a split from the PUK, took 
nearly a quarter of the parliamentary 
seats in a campaign that criticized clan 
nepotism and a lack of services.

Continued from front page

For further reading...
Washington’s assault on Iraq:  
Opening Guns of World War III
by Jack Barnes in New International No. 7
The murderous assault on Iraq in 1990–91 heralded in-
creasingly sharp conflicts among imperialist powers, grow-
ing instability of international capitalism, and more wars 
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people for national self-determination. —$14

Capitalism’s World Disorder 
The social devastation and financial panic, coarsening of poli-
tics, cop brutality, and imperialist aggression—all are products 
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workings. Yet the future can be changed by the united strug-
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U.S. Navy photo by Paul Seeber

Kurdish tribal council members in Khanaqin, Iraq, 
June 2008. Kurds are oppressed nationality  of 25–30 
million people in Iraq, Iran, Turkey, and Syria. 
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

August 31, 1984
BELFAST, Ireland—One man was 

killed and at least 20 people were in-
jured when the British Army and Royal 
Ulster Constabulary (RUC) attacked a 
peaceful demonstration in West Belfast 
on Sunday, August 12.

Sean Downes’ heart stopped when 
he was hit in the chest by a rock-hard, 
four-inch-long plastic bullet fired at 
close range. Others—including chil-
dren—were injured as the RUC hit out 
indiscriminately with batons and plastic 
bullets.

The march—an annual event—had 
been called to commemorate the 13th 
anniversary of the introduction of in-
ternment without trial in British-ruled 
Northern Ireland. Despite being offi-
cially ended, internment is still main-
tained in Northern Ireland through other 
means. Activists in the freedom struggle 
are tried in special juryless courts.

August 17, 1959
Five Negro students yesterday demon-

strated the heroism that assures ultimate 
victory over the forces of race hatred. 
Two of them, Elizabeth Eckford, 17, and 
Jefferson Thomas, 16, calmly walked 
into Little Rock’s Central High School 
after a mob of 250 racists, incited by 
Gov. Faubus, had tried to claw through 
police and firemen in front of the school. 
The night before, 20 minutes after a TV 
speech by Faubus, a carload of white 
men pumped bullets at the home of Ne-
gro leader Daisy Bates.

The mob at Central High came direct-
ly from a Negro-baiting rally at the state 
capitol where Faubus said he was with 
them “all the way.” He urged that they 
avoid violence except as “a last resort.”

A racist woman stood up to a fire 
hose, screaming, “I’m not going to 
school with niggers!” Another shrieked, 
“Communists, Communists!”

August 18, 1934
Riding high over all moves of the 

reactionary officialdom for postpone-
ment, the overwhelming majority of the 
570 delegates to the annual convention 
of the United Textile Workers, now in 
session in New York, voted for a general 
strike on or about September 1.

With a strike of 20,000 cotton work-
ers already in progress in Alabama and 
the report that 2,000 have joined them 
in Georgia, the sentiment for a general 
strike which will involve more than 
500,000 exploited slaves from Maine 
to Alabama, swept over the convention 
like a mighty tide.

As [union president] McMahon 
concluded his demagogic speech 
the entire delegation from Alabama, 
where the workers have faced bullets, 
tear gas, cops and soldiers, jumped 
from their seats and shouted for a 
strike vote.

By Chuck Guerra 
and Rebecca Williamson

Workers at the JBS Swift & Co. meat-
packing plant in Hyrum, Utah, voted 
July 14 to ratify their first union con-
tract. After years of trying to unionize, 
workers at the plant voted overwhelm-
ingly last summer to be represented by 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
Local 711. The contract was approved 
after eight months of negotiations.

Among the provisions of the new 
contract are: a pay increase of up to $1 
an hour over the three-year contract, 
amounting to a 4.6 percent pay increase 
for many workers; guaranteed hours for 
full-time employees; health insurance 
coverage for workers and their fami-
lies with no increase in premiums; no 
out-of-pocket expenses for work equip-
ment, tools, and work clothes; and paid 
funeral leave.

More than 1,100 workers at the beef 
slaughtering and butchering plant 
joined the union. On Dec. 12, 2006, Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement 
cops raided the plant along with the five 
other meatpacking plants then owned 
by Swift, arresting nearly 1,300 work-
ers for allegedly not having proper doc-
uments. The Hyrum plant is the only 
one that was non-union at the time.

Driven Out: The Forgotten War 
Against Chinese Americans. by Jean 
Pfaelzer. Random House, 2007, 432 
pages, $27.95. 

by jim altenberg
Chinese immigrants on the West 

Coast of the United States faced an un-
relenting campaign of racist terror and 
government attacks in the last half of 
the 19th century. In what the Chinese 
call pai hua—the driven out—Chi-
nese immigrants were forced from their 
homes and workplaces in over 200 cit-
ies, towns, and work camps across the 
western states. 

to California. The gold rush opened up 
a massive land grab not only for mining 
claims, but for agriculture, railroads, 
and settlements. 

The gold rush was marked from its 
outset by anti-Chinese agitation, lynch-
ings, and arsons, from which state and 
local governments refused to provide 
protection or to prosecute the mobs that 
attacked Chinese settlements. Special 
taxes were levied on Chinese and other 
“foreign” miners. Laws modeled on the 
defeated slaveholders’ post–Civil War 
Black Codes, which were used against 
Black former slaves, were adopted and 
used to restrict the rights of Chinese in 
innumerable ways. 

Chinese defended themselves from 
the beginning. They bought guns 
and practiced marksmanship openly. 
Many Chinese businesses and houses 
were linked with underground tunnels 
that were used for storage and escape. 
They waged strikes and boycotts, and 
filed lawsuits and petitions to uphold 
their rights. They called upon the 
government of China to ensure bet-
ter treatment of overseas Chinese. In 
1867, 2,000 Chinese railroad workers 
in Chico, California, went on strike 
demanding, among other things, an 
end to the bosses’ authority to whip 
workers and prevent them from quit-
ting their jobs. 

The defeat of Radical Reconstruction 
in 1877 gave fresh impetus to anti-Chi-
nese agitation as it did to racist forces 
across the country. Businessmen, poli-
ticians, and public figures sought to di-
vide a growing nationwide trade union 
movement by scapegoating the Chinese 
for the horrific price all workers paid as 
industrial capitalism came to California. 
They hosted anti-Chinese conventions 
and organizations, and backed vigilante 
mobs.  

Many trade union officials in Cali-
fornia were at the forefront of the anti-
Chinese agitation. They refused to ad-
mit Chinese to membership, and called 
for Chinese workers to be replaced with 
whites.

The Workingmen’s Party, led by 
Dennis Kearney, held street meetings 

that quickly turned into anti-Chinese 
pogroms in San Francisco; Truckee, 
California; and elsewhere. Kearney and 
others used radical-sounding dema-
gogy, railing against the greedy bosses 
and exploiters for hiring Chinese at low 
pay. Their wrath, however, was turned 
not on the bosses, but on the Chinese 
workers. 

Many of the state’s largest employ-
ers—railroads, lumber companies, 
large farms—had become dependent 
on Chinese labor. They became tar-
gets of boycotts and intimidation cam-
paigns to force them to fire Chinese 
employees. 

In February 1885, 15 years of anti-
Chinese agitation culminated when 
Chinese in the Humboldt County town 
of Eureka were forced to board ships to 
San Francisco. An enraged mob gave 
all Chinese 48 hours to leave the city. 
Laws forbidding the employment of 
Chinese in the county remained on the 
books into the 1940s. The extension of 
this campaign of pogroms, arsons, and 
threats of violence became known as the 
“Eureka Method.” To this day, Pfaelzer 
says, many Chinese parents choose not 
to send their children to the state univer-
sity campus there. 

As depression conditions spread in the 
wake of the economic turmoil of 1893, 
agitation against the Chinese reached 
a fever pitch. The 1892 Geary Act re-
quired Chinese laborers to register with 
the government and wear a photo ID tag 

at all times. The U.S. Supreme Court 
turned down a challenge to the law in 
1893. Fears of racist terror deportation 
led many Chinese to leave California for 
the east or Hawaii. 

War Kee, then editor of the Oriental 
Chinese Newspaper in San Francisco, 
expressed the pride and self-worth that 
four decades of pogroms and lynchings 
could not erase. “Chinese are human 
beings, not cattle,” he wrote, “and they 
object to having tags placed around their 
necks.” Backed by the Chinese consul 
and most powerful Chinese business 
interests in the United States, Chinese 
refused to comply with the “Dog Tag 
Law.” Chinese workers launched a gen-
eral strike against the law on Sept. 19, 
1893. Resistance by Chinese workers 
and the bosses’ need for Chinese labor 
effectively blocked enforcement of the 
law. 

In recapturing this lost piece of histo-
ry, Pfaelzer has made an important con-
tribution. She unwraps the irrational and 
self-contradictory justifications used to 
support half a century of anti-Chinese 
terror and shows them to be lies. More 
importantly, in destroying the myth of 
the Chinese as docile victims, recount-
ing the story of pai hua restores genera-
tions of proud fighters to their place in 
the history of the working class. As the 
capitalist crisis of our own day deepens, 
the experience of those years in Califor-
nia will help working people become 
better fighters today.

Meat packers 
in Utah plant 
win contract

Record of racist war against 
Chinese in the United States

Los Angeles Public Library

Chinese field workers in Butte County, California, 1870s. In 1885, 15 years of anti-Chinese 
agitation culminated with Chinese in Eureka, California, being driven out to San Francisco.

IN REVIEW
The virtually unknown story of pai 

hua is told in gripping detail by Jean 
Pfaelzer in her book Driven Out: The 
Forgotten War Against Chinese Ameri-
cans. U.S. history textbooks make little 
mention of the Chinese at all, other than 
to note that they built the western rail-
roads and were subject to the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882 that banned im-
migration from China.

The discovery of gold in 1849 drew 
tens of thousands from around the world 

From Pathfinder
The Changing Face of 
U.S. Politics
by Jack Barnes
Building the kind of 
party working people 
need to prepare for coming 
battles through which they will 
revolutionize themselves, their 
unions, and all society. —$24

www.pathfinderpress.com



Anti-Semitism cannot be abolished under capitalism

6 	  The Militant   August 17, 2009

Books of  
the month

Where to find distributors of the Mili-
tant, New International, and a full dis-
play of Pathfinder books.

UNITED STATES
CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 2826 S. 

Vermont Ave. #9 Zip: 90007. Tel: (323) 737-
2191. E-mail: laswp@sbcglobal.net  San 
Francisco: 5482 Mission St. Zip: 94112-
1015. Tel: (415) 584-2135. E-mail: swpsf 
@sbcglobal.net

FLORIDA:  Miami: 6777 NW 7th Ave., 
Suite 5. Zip: 33150. Tel: (305) 757-8869. E-
mail: swpmiami@att.net 

GEORGIA:  Atlanta:  465 Boulevard 
SE Suite 201A. Zip: 30312. Tel: (404) 627-
3704. E-mail: swpatlanta@bellsouth.net 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 3557 S. Archer 
Ave. Zip: 60609. Tel: (773) 890-1190. E-mail: 
Chicagoswp@sbcglobal.net

IOWA: Des Moines: 3707 Douglas Ave. 
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 255-1707. E-mail: 
swpdesmoines@qwestoffice.net

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 13 
Bennington St., 2nd Floor, East Bos-
ton.   Zip: 02128. Tel: (617) 569-9169.  
E-mail: swpboston@verizon.net

 MINNESOTA: Minneapolis: 1311 1/2 
E. Lake St. Zip: 55407. Tel: (612) 729-1205. 

E-mail: tcswp@qwestoffice.net

NEW JERSEY: Newark: 168 Bloomfield 
Ave., 2nd Floor. Zip: 07104. Tel: (973) 481-
0077. E-mail: swpnewark@optonline.net

NEW YORK: Manhattan: 306 W. 37th 
St., 10th Floor. Zip: 10018. Tel: (212) 629-
6649. E-mail: newyorkswp@mac.com

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 188 
W. Wyoming Ave. Zip: 19140. Tel: (215) 
455-2682. E-mail: philaswp@verizon.net

TEXAS: Houston: 4800 W. 34th St., 
Suite C-51A. Zip: 77092. Tel: (713) 688-
4919. E-mail: swp.houston1@sbcglobal.net

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 143 
Kennedy St. NW Suite 15. Zip: 
20011. Tel: (202) 536-5080. E-mail: 
swp.washingtondc@verizon.net

WASHINGTON:  Seattle: 5418 Rainier 
Ave. South.  Zip: 98118-2439. Tel: (206) 323-
1755. E-mail: seattleswp@speakeasy.net

AUSTRALIA
Sydney: 1st Flr, 3/281-287 Beamish 

St., Campsie, NSW 2194. Mailing  
address: P.O. Box 164, Campsie, NSW 2194. 
Tel: (02) 9718  9698. E-mail: cl_australia@
optusnet.com.au

CANADA
QUEBEC:  Montreal: 7105 St. Hubert, 

Suite 106F, H2S 2N1. Tel: (514) 272-5840. 
E-mail: cllc_can@bellnet.ca

FRANCE
Paris: P.O. 175, 23 rue Lecourbe. 

Postal code: 75015. Tel: (01) 40-10-28-37.  
E-mail: milpath.paris@laposte.net

NEW ZEALAND
Auckland: Suite 3, 7 Mason Ave., 

Otahuhu. Postal address: P.O. Box 3025. Tel: 
(9) 276-8885. E-mail: clauck@xtra.co.nz

SWEDEN
Stockholm: Bildhuggarvägen 17, 12144 

Johanneshov. Tel: (08) 31 69 33. E-mail: 
kfstockholm@tele2.se

UNITED KINGDOM
ENGLAND: London: First Floor, 120 

Bethnal Green (Entrance in Brick Lane). 
Postal code: E2 6DG. Tel: 020-7613-2466. 
E-mail: cllondon@onetel.com

SCOTLAND: Edinburgh: Second 
Floor, 105 Hanover St. Postal code: 
EH2 1DJ. Tel: 0131-226-2756. E-mail: 
cledinburgh@talktalk.net

if you like this paper, look us up 

On the Jewish Question 
by Leon Trotsky  
“Never was it so clear as it is today 
that the salvation of the Jewish 
people is bound up inseparably 
with the overthrow of the capitalist 
system,” Trotsky writes in 1940. 
$4.50.  Special price: $3 

Playa Girón/Bay of Pigs:  
Washington’s First Military 
Defeat in the Americas 
by Fidel Castro, José Ramón Fernández 
$20. Special price: $15

The Communist Manifesto 
by Karl Marx, Frederick Engels 
$5. Special price: $3.50

Cointelpro: The FBI’s Secret War 
on Political Freedom 
by Nelson Blackstock  
Describes the decades-long covert 
counterintelligence program directed 
against socialists and activists in 
the Black and anti–Vietnam War 
movements.  
$16. Special price: $12 

Kronstadt 
by V.I. Lenin, Leon Trotsky 
$19.  Special price: $14

Cuba et la révolution 
américaine à venir 
(Cuba and the Coming American 
Revolution) 
by Jack Barnes
$10. Special price: $7.50

 Books  
of the Month

PATHFINDER 
READERS CLUB 

SPECIALS

August 

25% 
discount

Join Pathfinder Readers Club 
for $10 and receive  

discounts all year long

Order online at  
www.pathfinderpress.com

Offer good until august 31, 2009

Printed below is an excerpt from On 
the Jewish Question by Leon Trotsky, 
one of Pathfinder’s Books of the Month 
for August. The pamphlet contains a 
collection of letters, interviews, and 
writings by Trotsky on anti-Semitism 
and the plight of Jews with the rise of 
fascism in Germany. Upon Trotsky’s 
arrival in Mexico in January 1937, a 
group of Jewish journalists asked him 
about his attitude toward Jewish assimi-
lation, Zionism, anti-Semitism in the So-
viet Union, and Birobidjan, an area in 
Siberia that Stalin set aside for Jews to 
settle. In 1934 Birobidjan was declared 
an autonomous area. Below is Trotsky’s 
response. Copyright © 1970 by Path-
finder Press. Reprinted by permission. 

questions. Nevertheless I am going to 
try and say what I think about it.

During my youth I rather leaned to-
ward the prognosis that the Jews of dif-
ferent countries would be assimilated 
and that the Jewish question would thus 
disappear in a quasi-automatic fashion. 
The historical development of the last 
quarter of a century has not confirmed 
this perspective. Decaying capitalism 
has everywhere swung over to an exac-
erbated nationalism, one part of which 
is anti-Semitism. The Jewish question 
has loomed largest in the most highly 
developed capitalist country of Europe, 
in Germany.

On the other hand the Jews of differ-
ent countries have created their press 
and developed the Yiddish language as 
an instrument adapted to modern cul-
ture. One must therefore reckon with the 
fact that the Jewish nation will maintain 
itself for an entire epoch to come. Now 
the nation cannot normally exist without 
a common territory. Zionism springs 
from this very idea. But the facts of ev-
ery passing day demonstrate to us that 
Zionism is incapable of resolving the 
Jewish question. The conflict between 
the Jews and Arabs in Palestine acquires 
a more and more tragic and more and 
more menacing character. I do not at all 
believe that the Jewish question can be 
resolved within the framework of rot-
ting capitalism and under the control of 
British imperialism.

And how, you ask me, can socialism 
solve this question? On this point I can 
but offer hypotheses. Once socialism 
has become master of our planet or at 
least of its most important sections, it 
will have unimaginable resources in all 
domains. Human history has witnessed 
the epoch of great migrations on the ba-
sis of barbarism. Socialism will open 
the possibility of great migrations on the 
basis of the most developed technique 
and culture. It goes without saying that 
what is here involved is not compulsory 
displacements, that is, the creation of 
new ghettos for certain nationalities, but 
displacements freely consented to, or 
rather demanded by certain nationalities 
or parts of nationalities. The dispersed 
Jews who would want to be reassembled 
in the same community will find a suffi-
ciently extensive and rich spot under the 
sun. The same possibility will be opened 
for the Arabs, as for all other scattered 
nations. National topography will be-
come a part of the planned economy.
This is the grand historical perspective 
that I envisage. To work for international 
socialism means also to work for the so-
lution of the Jewish question.

You ask me if the Jewish question still 
exists in the USSR. Yes, it exists, just as 
the Ukrainian, the Georgian, even the 
Russian questions exist there. The om-
nipotent bureaucracy stifles the develop-
ment of national culture just as it does the 
whole of culture. Worse still, the country 

of the great proletarian revolution is now 
passing through a period of profound re-
action. If the revolutionary wave revived 
the finest sentiments of human solidari-
ty, the Thermidorian reaction has stirred 
up all that is low, dark and backward in 
this agglomeration of 170 million people. 
To reinforce its domination the bureau-
cracy does not even hesitate to resort in 
a scarcely camouflaged manner to chau-
vinistic tendencies, above all to anti-Se-
mitic ones. The latest Moscow trial, for 
example, was staged with the hardly 
concealed design of presenting interna-
tionalists as faithless and lawless Jews 
who are capable of selling themselves to 
the German Gestapo.

Since 1925 and above all since 1926, 
anti-Semitic demagogy, well camou-
flaged, unattackable, goes hand in hand 
with symbolic trials against avowed po-
gromists. You ask me if the old Jewish 
petty bourgeoisie in the USSR has been 
socially assimilated by the new Soviet 
environment. I am indeed at a loss to 
give you a clear reply. The social and 
national statistics in the USSR are ex-
tremely tendentious. They serve not to 
set forth the truth, but above all to glo-
rify the leaders, the chiefs, the creators 
of happiness. An important part of the 
Jewish petty bourgeoisie has been ab-
sorbed by the formidable apparatuses 
of the state, industry, commerce, the co-
operatives, etc., above all in their lower 
and middle layers. This fact engenders 
an anti-Semitic state of feeling and the 
leaders manipulate it with a cunning 
skill in order to canalize and to direct 
especially against the Jews the existing 
discontent against the bureaucracy.

On Birobidjan I can give you no more 
than my personal evaluations. I am not 
acquainted with this region and still less 
with the conditions in which the Jews 
have settled there. In any case it can be 
no more than a very limited experience. 
The USSR alone would still be too poor 
to resolve its own Jewish question, even 
under a regime much more socialist than 
the present one. The Jewish question, 
I repeat, is indissolubly bound up with 
the complete emancipation of humanity. 
Everything else that is done in this do-
main can only be a palliative and often 
even a two-edged blade, as the example 
of Palestine shows.

BY LEON TROTSKY
Before trying to answer your ques-

tions I ought to warn you that unfortu-
nately I have not had the opportunity to 
learn the Jewish language, which more-
over has been developed only since I be-
came an adult. I have not had and I do 
not have the possibility of following the 
Jewish press, which prevents me from 
giving a precise opinion on the differ-
ent aspects of so important and tragic 
a problem. I cannot therefore claim any 
special authority in replying to your 

A group of Polish women and children wait to be led off by storm troopers during the 
Nazi destruction of the Warsaw ghetto in Poland in 1943. 
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 By Edwin Fruit
SEATTLE, August 3—Members of 

the antiwar group here Port Militariza-
tion Resistance (PMR) discovered a U.S. 
Army spy in their midst this past week. 
Documents released to the group about 
communications between the Olympia, 
Washington, police and the military 
showed that one of their members was 
a snitch for the Fort Lewis Force Protec-
tion Division on the base, just outside 
Tacoma, Washington.

The documents obtained by Brendan 
Dunn, a member of the antiwar group, 
revealed that John Jacob, who claimed 
to be an anarchist, was in fact John Tow-
ery II and employed by the military. 

In an interview on “Democracy 
Now!” Dunn said that Jacob said he was 
employed as a civilian at Fort Lewis and 
offered to share information about base 
activities. He said that in addition to get-
ting involved in PMR, Jacob was active 
in the group Iraq Vets Against the War. 
PMR activists had organized protests 
and blockades at Seattle-area ports to 

prevent Stryker military vehicles at Fort 
Lewis from deploying to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Fort Lewis spokesman Joseph Piek 
confirmed July 27 that Towery is a civil-
ian employed at Fort Lewis. “Mr. John 
Towery performs sensitive work within 
the installation law enforcement com-
munity, and it would not be appropriate 
for him to discuss his duties with the 
media,” Piek wrote in an e-mail to the 
Olympian newspaper.

The next day Piek e-mailed the Olym-
pian a definition of Fort Lewis Force 
Protection. “The Fort Lewis Force Pro-
tection Division, under the Directorate 
of Emergency Services, consists of both 
military and civilian employees whose 
focus is on supporting law enforce-
ment and security operations to ensure 
the safety and security of Fort Lewis, 
soldiers, family members, the work-
force and those personnel accessing 
the installation,” the e-mail reads. “In 
support of that focus,” Piek continued, 
“the Force Protection Division executes 

Force Protection (FP), Anti-terrorism 
(AT), and Criminal Intelligence collec-
tion, processing, analysis, reporting and 
dissemination.”

Members of the resistance group were 
surprised at the extent of the spying on 
their activities. The head of investiga-
tions and intelligence at New Jersey’s 
McGuire Air Force base contacted an 
Olympia police officer about the an-
archists, saying he was looking into 
“leftwing anti-war groups” himself and 
would appreciate “any Intel.” And the 
U.S. Capitol Police Intelligence Investi-
gations Section sought information from 
the Olympia police about an event at Ev-
ergreen State College that was planning 
protests at the Democratic and Republi-
can conventions last year, according to a 
“Democracy Now” radio program.

Spying by the U.S. military and other 
government agencies has been occur-
ring around the country over the past 
several years.

In 2004 at the University of Texas 
Law School in Austin, two Army law-
yers attended, under cover, a conference 
entitled “Islam and the Law: A Question 
of Sexism.”

On Mother’s Day 2005, the National 
Guard in California was keeping tabs on 
the Raging Grannies and Code Pink.

And last year at the Republican Party 
convention in St. Paul, Minnesota, the 
U.S. Northern Command provided sup-
port. 

Under the Posse Comitatus Act the 
government is supposedly barred from 
using the military against citizens for 
conventional law enforcement. Chris-
topher Pyle, now a professor of politics 
at Mount Holyoke College, was a mili-
tary intelligence officer. He recalled: “In 
the 1960s, Army intelligence had 1,500 
plainclothes agents [and some would 
watch] every demonstration of 20 peo-
ple or more. They had a giant warehouse 
in Baltimore full of information on the 
law-abiding activities of American citi-
zens, mainly protest politics.” 

tired, enough is enough.” 
On July 31, 150,000 municipal 

workers ended their strike after ac-
cepting a 13 percent pay increase 
from the government. The union had 
originally demanded 15 percent. Ear-
lier that week, gold miners negotiated 
increases of 9 percent to 10.5 per-
cent.  

More than 3,500 telephone work-
ers at Telkom, the country’s largest 
fixed-line phone company, conducted 
a two-day strike August 3–4 in four 
of South Africa’s nine provinces. The 
National Union of Metalworkers of 
South Africa (NUMSA) also threat-
ened “radical measures” if state pow-
er company Eskom did not meet its 
wage demands. “This might include 

pulling off the plug and unleashing 
a blackout if need be. But we do not 
want to get to that point although Es-
kom is pushing us to that direction,” 
NUMSA said in a statement. Eskom 
raised electricity prices by 31.3 per-
cent in July. 

The South African budget is based 
on projections of a 1.2 percent growth 
in the gross domestic product. How-
ever, economists now expect it to con-
tract by around 2 percent. Manufac-
turing fell by 15 percent in February 
compared to a year earlier and retail 
sales by 4.5 percent. Mining output, 
which accounts for more than half of 
South Africa’s exports, declined by 
14.5 percent in May from a year ago. 
The value of mineral sales in April 
dropped 19.4 percent. 

Thousands of workers protest in South Africa

BY MIKE TUCKER
AUCKLAND, New Zealand—The 

killing of Dr. George Tiller by an an-
tiabortion rightist in Kansas in May 
was the focus of a meeting July 23 at 
the University of Auckland. Tom Bau-
mann, a leader of the Young Socialists 
from the United States, was the fea-
tured speaker at a meeting organized 
by the Campus Feminist Collective on 
the topic “Attacks on Choice.”

“The fight to defend and extend ac-
cess to safe, legal abortion is more 
important today than ever,” Baumann 
told the 30 students and others who at-
tended.

Baumann is a student at Hunter Col-
lege in New York and is the Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for Manhat-
tan borough president. He visited New 
Zealand during July on a speaking tour 
with Socialist Workers Party leader 
Mary-Alice Waters (see article on front 
page).

“Tiller had been the target of rightist 
attacks for many years,” Baumann told 
the audience, “but he refused to back 
down.” Tiller’s killing shows that “as 
we organize to defend and extend our 
rights, working people, women, and our 
allies must also mobilize so that those 
who wish to silence us by violence are 
pushed back.”

Toni Haraldsen, who chaired the 
meeting on behalf of the Campus 
Feminist Collective, pointed out that 
those who attack abortion rights also 
target access to contraception, thereby 

showing that their true intent is to deny 
women the options necessary to decide 
whether and when to have children.

She asked Janet Roth, a long-time ac-
tive defender of women’s abortion rights 
and a member of the Communist League 
who was in the audience, to clarify the 
current stage of the fight for abortion 
rights in New Zealand. Roth explained 
that legislation adopted by parliament 
in 1977 sought to tighten restrictions on 
abortion in New Zealand by requiring 
that two doctors certify that a contin-
ued pregnancy would result in serious 
danger to the life or to the physical or 
mental health of the woman before she 
could obtain an abortion. By the 1980s, 
however, due to ongoing protest in the 
streets, this same law was being inter-
preted and applied in a way that allowed 
relatively open access to abortion.

This prevailing interpretation of the 
law is now being challenged in court by 
the antiabortion group Right to Life, she 
noted, and actions are needed to prevent 
this new attempt to deny women in New 
Zealand the right to abortion.

A lively exchange of views among 
the students followed the presentations.

One participant suggested that per-
haps a woman’s right to abortion should 

be conditional, depending on the viabil-
ity of the fetus, because another life was 
involved. Some discussion ensued on 
“when does life begin,” but the student 
was answered by others who insisted 
that was not the issue. The question was 
the fight for women’s equality.

Another participant pointed out that in 
many parts of Asia abortion is available, 
but is often imposed on women against 
their will for reasons of family “honor,” 
or under the banner of state population 
control policies. “The point is it must be 

the right of women to decide,” he said.
At the end of the meeting, many 

participants stayed to continue discus-
sion informally and to look at the pho-
tos and Militant articles Baumann had 
brought that documented the history of 
the struggle for abortion rights in the 
United States as well as recent actions 
protesting the killing of Tiller.

The next day, a meeting of the Cam-
pus Feminist Collective decided to or-
ganize similar discussion meetings on a 
regular monthly basis.

Despite deepening economic cri-
sis the ANC still enjoys the support 
of the country’s largest trade union, 
the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions. It also maintains an alliance 
with the South African Communist 
Party.  

Seven positions in Zuma’s 34-mem-
ber cabinet were given to former trade 
union officials, including the labor and 
economic development posts. Four 
others went to officials in the South 
African Communist Party, includ-
ing the trade and industry ministry. 
Zuma has set up a new National Plan-
ning Commission to guide “socio-
economic development.” Its leader is 
Trevor Manuel, the “market-friendly” 
former finance minister, reported the 
Economist. 

Continued from front page

Militant/Terry Coggan

July 23 meeting at University of Auckland. Behind table are Toni Haraldsen, Campus 
Feminist Collective, and Tom Baumann, leader of the Young Socialists in the United 
States. The discussion ranged from the response to killing of Dr. George Tiller, an abor-
tion provider in the United States, to recent attacks on abortion rights in New Zealand. 

Abortion Is a 
Woman’s Right!

By Pat Grogan, Evelyn Reed

Why abortion rights are 
central not only to the 
fight for the emancipation 
of women, but to forging 
a united and fighting labor 
movement. (Also avail-
able in Spanish)

—$6
See distributors on page 6 

or order online 

www.pathfinderpress.com

Recommended reading
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Frame-up case against Cuban 5: A travesty of justice
Prosecution based on secret evidence, searches; Miami trial marked by biased atmosphere, intimidation

Cuba and the Coming 
American Revolution
by Jack Barnes

The Cuban Revolution of 
1959 had a worldwide po-
litical impact, including on 
workers and youth in the 
imperialist heartland.    $10            

Also available from distributors 
(see page 6) 

United States vs. The Cuban 
Five: A Judicial Cover-up
by Rodolfo Dávalos Fernández

Cuban jurist Dávalos Fernández re-
views every aspect of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s prosecution of the five 
men in the light of U.S. and interna-
tional law, legal tradition, and proce-
dures.   $22     
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(Seventh in a series)
BY martín koppel

The federal trial in Miami of five 
Cuban revolutionaries that led to their 
convictions in June 2001 on frame-up 
charges was a travesty of justice from 
beginning to end. Defense requests to 
change the trial venue were repeatedly 
denied. The court restricted defense 
access to evidence. Although the pros-
ecution failed to prove its allegations of 
espionage and other false charges, the 
five men were convicted and given long 
sentences.

They had been monitoring the actions 
of right-wing Cuban American groups 
that have carried out murderous bomb-
ings and other armed attacks against 
Cuba, acting with the complicity of the 
U.S. government.

At their sentencing Gerardo Hernán-
dez, Ramón Labañino, Antonio Guer-
rero, Fernando González, and René 
González affirmed their determination 
to keep fighting for justice. In September 
they will have served 11 years in federal 
prison. Because of their unwavering re-
cord as working-class fighters, the cam-
paign to free the Cuban Five, as they 
have become known internationally, has 
won increasing support worldwide.

Previous articles in this series have 
detailed how FBI agents arrested the 
five men on Sept. 12, 1998, in raids on 
their homes in South Florida. Denied 
bail and kept in solitary confinement for 
17 months, they were convicted on all 
charges, given the maximum sentences, 
and locked up in five different federal 
prisons. 

The trial, held in the federal court in 
the Southern District of Florida, lasted 
nearly seven months, from November 
2000 to June 2001. It heard 74 witness-
es, including three retired U.S. generals 
and a retired U.S. admiral. Despite the 
major issues it posed, from constitution-
al rights to U.S. foreign policy, the pro-
ceedings received little coverage in the 
U.S. big-business media outside south-
ern Florida. 

The men faced 26 criminal charges. 
Guerrero, Hernández, and Labañino 
were accused of “conspiracy to commit 
espionage.” Hernández was additionally 

charged with “conspiracy to commit 
murder.” Both of these charges carried a 
sentence of up to life in prison. The oth-
er accusations included failure to regis-
ter with the U.S. government as foreign 
agents and lesser charges such as the use 
of false names. 

The murder conspiracy charge against 
Hernández was unprecedented. The 
federal prosecutors held him responsi-
ble for an action of a sovereign govern-
ment—Cuba’s downing in 1996 of two 
hostile planes flown over its territory by 
Brothers to the Rescue, a counterrevo-
lutionary U.S. group that had carried 
out many provocative incursions into 
Cuban airspace over the previous two 
years despite Havana’s warnings. (The 
sixth article in this series, in the August 
3 issue, details this incident.)

Secret searches, secret evidence
The government’s case against the 

Cuban Five was built on “evidence” col-
lected through the secret wiretapping of 
phone conversations and seizure of com-
puter files and other personal belongings 
from their homes by FBI agents, using 
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act. Under that law—which violates the 
Fourth Amendment’s protections against 
unreasonable searches and seizures—a 
secret court was set up inside the U.S. 
Justice Department to rubber-stamp re-
quests by federal cop agencies to spy on 

a secret U.S. government document.
The government then invoked the 

Classified Information Procedures Act 
(CIPA), under which the court restrict-
ed defense access to the evidence. The 
prosecutors were allowed to introduce 
heavily censored documents or “sum-
maries” of documents as “evidence.” 
The defense attorneys could only re-
view the materials in a special room in 
the courthouse basement and were pro-
hibited from taking their working notes 
from the facility.  

A large amount of evidence was sup-
pressed. Under the CIPA provisions, 
prosecutors met privately with the judge 
to decide what evidence would be kept 
from the defense and excluded from 
the trial. This included documents that 
could have contradicted the govern-
ment’s case. 

For example, the government alleged 
that Hernández was tied to the Cu-
ban government’s downing of the two 
Brothers to the Rescue planes. As proof, 
they asserted that after the shootdown 
“Hernández wrote to his superiors that 
he and others took pride in having con-
tributed to an operation that ‘ended suc-
cessfully’” and that Cuban intelligence 
commended Hernández for “outstand-
ing results achieved on the job.”  

In an April 1, 2009, phone interview 
for Progreso Weekly magazine (reprint-
ed in the July 20 Militant), Hernández 
explained that the “evidence” was ma-
nipulated by suppressing documents.

Just before the shootdown, Hernández 
had helped get Juan Pablo Roque, a fel-
low Cuban revolutionary who had infil-
trated the Brothers outfit, secretly back 
to Cuba. “The U.S. government wanted 
to show that Roque’s return was linked 
with the shootdown. That’s absolutely 
false,” Hernández said in the interview. 
“It’s well documented that Roque’s re-
turn had been planned for a year before 
that happened.”

But the prosecution, he said, “clev-
erly removed from the evidence certain 
communications referring to Operation 
Venice—Roque’s return—and made 
it seem that they referred to Operation 
Scorpion, the operation to prevent the 
violation of Cuban airspace.

“One clear example is a message I 
sent responding to a request from Cuba 
saying that for me it was an honor to 
have made a modest contribution to a 
successful mission. It is super clear in 
the evidence that this referred to Opera-

tion Venice, the one about Roque. The 
government used it as its sole piece of 
evidence that I had something to do with 
the shootdown, although they know it 
did not refer to Operation Scorpion. . . . 
The prosecution mixed the two up pur-
posely.” 

In addition, the U.S. government pre-
vented the defense attorneys from ad-
equately preparing for the trial by limit-
ing access to their clients, who were put 
in solitary confinement for 17 months 
prior to the trial.

Judge denies change of venue
From the outset, a central issue was 

the defense request for a change of 
venue because the accused could not re-
ceive an impartial trial in Miami-Dade 
County. Despite the atmosphere of bias 
and intimidation, Judge Lenard rejected 
seven defense motions to move the pro-
ceedings to another location, such as 
Fort Lauderdale in Broward County, 
just 30 miles to the north.

That atmosphere was promoted by 
U.S. officials, who from the moment of 
the arrests whipped up an effort to con-
vict the five in the media, announcing 
the discovery of a “Cuban spy network” 
in Florida that “threatens national secu-
rity.” The capitalist press in Miami did 
its part with sensationalist headlines and 
editorials about “Spies among us.” 

Thuggish right-wing Cuban Ameri-
can groups, while much weaker than 
they were in earlier decades, were part 
of this picture. They organized protests 
in Miami during the trial, including ac-
tions marking the anniversary of the 
shootdown. In the months before the 
trial, Miami was also polarized by the 
controversy over Elián González, with 
rightists staging street protests oppos-
ing the return of the child to his father 
in Cuba. 

During the jury selection, several po-
tential jurors admitted they were con-
cerned about the repercussions if they 
acquitted the five Cubans. David Cue-
vas, for example, said he would “fear 
for my own safety” if he didn’t return 
a guilty verdict acceptable to right-
wing Cuban Americans. Jess Lawhorn 
expressed concern about economic 
reprisals against his business. Prospec-
tive juror Glanery said that because of 
publicity and the volatile atmosphere it 
would be difficult to follow the court’s 
instruction not to expose oneself to in-

Students demonstrate in support of Cuban Five outside U.S. Interests Section in Havana 
June 18. Placards read “Freedom now.” Pictured from left to right: Ramón Labañino, 
Fernando González, René González, Antonio Guerrero, and Gerardo Hernández.

U.S. residents with-
out having to apply 
for a warrant from a 
regular court. 

U.S. district 
judge Joan Lenard 
rejected defense 
motions to suppress 
evidence obtained 
through these secret 
searches. 

In another vio-
lation of constitu-
tional rights, the 
court allowed the 
prosecution to use 
secret evidence. 
After federal agents 
seized more than 
20,000 pages of 
documents from 
the five men, the 
Justice Department 
stamped every page 
“top secret.” But 
not a single one was 

Ramón Labañino, center, one of Cuban 
Five, with fellow prisoners. He is serving 
sentence of life plus 18 years in maximum 
security prison in Pine Knot, Kentucky.
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formation about the case.
These concerns were well-founded. 

On Nov. 27, 2000, the first day of jury 
selection, right-wing forces organized a 
demonstration on the courthouse steps, 
featuring relatives of the downed Broth-
ers outfit pilots. Jurors were exposed to 
the lunchtime protest and some were ap-
proached by the press. 

Judge Lenard took a few steps to give 
the appearance that jurors were insulat-
ed from such pressures. She instructed 
U.S. government officials to talk to the 
Brothers pilots’ relatives about their 
improper conduct. She extended a gag 
order to cover jurors and witnesses in 
addition to attorneys, and sealed the 
jury selection questions. She ordered 
marshals to accompany jurors as they 
left the building. During the trial she 
also limited the sketching of witnesses 
for their protection. 

Jurors continued to complain they 
felt harassed. The judge again modi-
fied their guarded transportation to the 
courthouse and entry and exit from the 
building. 

But during deliberations, right-wing 
TV stations continued to film jurors 
entering and leaving the courthouse, all 
the way to their cars. Even their license 
plates were filmed. 

At one point in the trial, when José 
Basulto, head of Brothers to the Res-
cue, was questioned by defense attorney 
Paul McKenna about that group’s record 
of armed attacks on Cuba, Basulto shot 
back, “Are you doing the work of the in-
telligence service of Cuba?”

This red-baiting, spy-baiting attack 
was a clear warning to the jurors of how 
they might be treated if they issued a not-
guilty verdict. The judge told the jury to 
ignore the remark and chided Basulto, 
but allowed the tainted proceedings to 
continue. 

Double standard
While federal prosecutors insisted 

that an impartial trial could be held in 
Miami-Dade County for the five Cuban 
revolutionaries, just one year later they 
contradicted their argument in a sepa-
rate case, Ramirez v. Ashcroft. The same 
U.S. attorney, Guy Lewis, moved for a 
change of venue in the new case on the 
basis that a fair trial in Miami-Dade was 
“virtually impossible” because of media 
coverage and community “prejudice.”

In Ramirez, then–attorney general 
John Ashcroft and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service were accused of 
employment discrimination against La-
tinos. In asking for a change of venue, 
the government cited many of the same 

facts it had previously dis-
missed as irrelevant in the 
case of the Cuban Five, 
including the right-wing 
demonstrations over Elián 
González. 

During jury selection for 
the trial against the Cuban 
Five, some of the 12 people 
chosen for the jury—which 
did not include Cuban 

Left, Javier Mamani/AFP/Getty Images; Right, Militant/Eric Simpson

Demonstrations in support of Cuban Five. Left, Bolivian indigenous women in front of U.S. embassy in  
La Paz, Bolivia, Sept. 12, 2007. Right, San Francisco June 15 following Supreme Court refusal to hear appeal. 

Americans—expressed their hostility 
toward the Cuban government. David 
Buker, who said he believed “[Fidel] 
Castro is a communist dictator and . . . I 
would like to see him gone and a democ-
racy established in Cuba,” was seated on 
the jury and named its foreman. 

At the same time, the prosecution 
used its allotted peremptory challenges 
(those not requiring a reason) to strike 
Blacks from the jury. It used nine of its 

11 peremptory challenges to strike po-
tential jurors. Seven of the nine were 
Black. Subsequently, one of the grounds 
for appeals of the frame-up of the Cu-
ban Five was that the disproportionate 
exclusion of Blacks from the jury was 
discriminatory, a violation of the Equal 
Protection clause of the 14th Amend-
ment to the Constitution.

Federal prosecutors had good reason 
to try to minimize the number of Blacks 

Is Socialist Revolution 
in the U.S. Possible?

by Mary-Alice Waters
Revolutionary struggles by working 
people are inevitable. They will be 
initiated not by the toilers, but will be 
forced upon us by the crisis-driven 
assaults by the propertied classes on 
our conditions of life and 
labor. In growing solidar-
ity and the emergence 
of a fighting vanguard 
of working people, the 
outlines of these coming 
class battles can be seen. 

—$7
www.pathfinderpress.com

on the jury. From experience many 
Blacks, especially workers, are likely to 
recognize a frame-up and understand 
the class-biased role of the government 
and police. And many have some knowl-
edge of revolutionary Cuba’s outstand-
ing contributions to liberation struggles 
worldwide.

The next article will take up other is-
sues that came up in the trial.

(To be continued)

New Zealand meetings on Chinese Cubans
Continued from front page
Wong talk about their five decades of 
experience on the front lines of the Cu-
ban Revolution. They also discuss the 
historic place of Chinese immigration to 
Cuba. A Chinese translation of the book 
was launched at a meeting in Beijing in 
March. 

The discussion at the Botany li-
brary—located in the middle of a large, 
busy shopping mall—centered on “what 
is socialism?” and the character and 
course of the Cuban and Chinese revo-
lutions. Translation between Mandarin 
and English was provided by a Botany 
library staff member and another par-
ticipant in the meeting. 

Several in the audience who were born 
in China and today live in New Zealand 
explained that they found the talk inter-
esting and informative, but remained 
unconvinced that a socialist revolution 
could provide a way forward. 

“I love the story about the struggle, but 
I don’t believe that socialism is the way,” 
commented one. He said that hopes 
aroused by the anticolonial and social-
ist revolutions following World War II 
had been dashed. Waters welcomed the 
questions, saying they “raised the most 
important issues facing working people 
everywhere in the world today.”

Another of the Chinese participants 
remarked that he had a family friend 
who had left Cuba because life got 
worse, not better, after the revolution.

Gains won by Cuban Revolution
In response, Waters noted that not ev-

eryone in Cuba had welcomed the over-
throw of the Batista dictatorship in 1959, 
or supported the broadly popular revo-
lutionary measures taken by the new 
government. Workers and peasants mo-
bilized to carry out a land reform; end 
organized gambling and prostitution op-
erations, including in Chinatown; teach 
every adult how to read and write, even 
in the most remote mountain areas; and 
nationalized major industries and banks 
as the U.S. government tried to roll back 
these gains.

“The attitude of people in Cuba to 
the revolution—whatever their ances-
try—depended more often than not on 
which class they were part of before the 

revolution,” she said.
“The Chinese, like other Cubans, 

were divided by class. Some were 
wealthy property owners, bankers, and 
businessmen with capitalist family ties 
in Panama, Venezuela, and the United 
States. Some had fled China after the 
victory of the Chinese revolution in 1949 
and had ties to the Kuomintang regime 
in Taiwan,” she explained. Chiang Kai-
shek’s Nationalist Party forces overran 
the island territory of Taiwan—histori-
cally part of China—in 1949 after their 
defeat on the mainland in the Chinese 
revolution.

Many of those wealthy Chinese fami-
lies found their privileged lifestyle cur-
tailed and decided to leave Cuba, said 
Waters. 

“However, the big majority of Cubans 
of Chinese descent were working peo-
ple,” Waters noted, “and for them life 
was better after the revolution. They had 
access to jobs, health care, education, 
and were no longer the object of insti-
tutionalized discrimination.” Like Choy, 
Chui, and Sío Wong, they were ready to 
give their lives for the revolution. 

Cuba remains an underdeveloped 
country, Waters noted, and conditions 
of life are not easy. Cubans, from Raúl 
Castro on down, are the first to tell you 
that many problems they face today are 
their own doing. “But the single biggest 
problem they face is the determination 
of the U.S. rulers to punish them for 
their revolution,” she said. Economic 
war to try to undermine the support of 
the Cuban people for the revolution has 
been “the policy of the U.S. government 
for 50 years.”

Chinese revolution
Turning to China, Waters observed, 

“The revolution there was one of the 
greatest anti-imperialist, national libera-
tion struggles in history. Between 1949 
and 1952, working people in the cities 
and the countryside put an end to the 
brutal rule of the wealthy landlords and 
capitalists. But the leadership of China’s 
Communist Party—like the privileged 
ruling caste of the Soviet Union under 
Stalin and his successors—had a differ-
ent class character than the revolution-
ary leadership of workers and farmers 

in Cuba. Despite the words they used, 
what Mao Zedong and his party brought 
forth in China was not communism, but 
its antithesis.”

Waters urged participants in the 
meeting to buy Our History Is Still Be-
ing Written and to pick up the discussion 
again after reading it. With the enthusi-
astic cooperation of the library staff, 
informal discussion continued after the 
meeting adjourned, eventually wrap-
ping up almost an hour past the library’s 
closing time. 

While the Botany library meeting was 
one of the highpoints of the visit, Wa-
ters also had an opportunity to explain 
the Cuban Revolution to a still wider 
audience in “Asian Report,” a weekly 
15-minute radio talk show hosted by 
Jason Moon on free-to-air public broad-
caster Radio New Zealand. Recorded 
on July 20, the 13-minute interview 
was broadcast July 28. It can be heard at 
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/pro-
grammes/asian_report. 

Campus meetings
Waters also spoke to two campus 

meetings, one at the University of Auck-
land sponsored by the Spanish Depart-
ment and hosted by Kathryn Lehman, 
a department senior lecturer; the other 
at Auckland University of Technology, 
sponsored by the Centre for Asian and 
Migrant Health Research, and chaired 
by Shoba Nayar. 

The speaking tour of New Zealand 
was wrapped up at a July 24 Militant 
Labour Forum on “Cuba and Africa—
Solidarity to Africa and its struggles 
for freedom: hallmark of the Cuban 
Revolution.” Both Waters and Tom 
Baumann, a leader of the U.S. Young 
Socialists and the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Manhattan borough 
president in New York City, addressed 
the meeting.

Among the nearly 40 participants 
were several students and others who 
had built the meetings throughout the 
week, and four Tamil activists who have 
been actively mobilizing defense of the 
Tamil people’s fight for self-determina-
tion in face of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment’s recent brutal military offensive 
to crush that struggle.
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Correction
In the article, “Conference 

discusses Chinese legacy in 
New Zealand, world” (August 
10 issue), Manying Ip is quoted 
as saying at the recent “Rising 
Dragons, Soaring Bananas” 
conference that “the xenopho-
bia and anti-immigrant outcry 
of the 1990s awakened a sense 
of déjà vu among Chinese.” In 
fact she wrote these words in a 
2002 article. 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on 
subjects of interest to working 
people. Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 
be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name.

specialists” from the American Enterprise Insti-
tute, the Brookings Institution, and the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies.  

General McChrystal was instructed by his superi-
ors—including Defense Secretary Gates and Adm. 
Michael Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff—to assess the war thoroughly, and not hold back 
in his recommendations for more troops, funds, or 
equipment, reported the Army Times Web site July 31. 
McChrystal was handpicked by Gates and confirmed 
unanimously by the Senate in June as commander of 
U.S. and NATO forces in Afghanistan.  

 “This war has been fought without resources, 
but above all without realism,” said Anthony 
Cordesman, from the Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies, who is involved in preparing 
the report.  

While posturing as being “concerned” about 
troop levels in Afghanistan, the administration of 
President Barack Obama is committed to pursuing 
the Afghanistan war. The number of U.S. troops 
there will nearly double by the end of this year—
from 38,000 when Obama took office to 68,000. 

The troop level increase is tied to a change in how 
the war is being conducted in Afghanistan. The new 
approach, a version of the strategy launched in Iraq 
in 2007 known as the “surge,” will concentrate on 
clearing and holding key population centers rather 
than fighting in remote mountainous areas where 
Taliban combatants seek sanctuary.  

The assessment report also calls for expanding the 
Afghan army from 134,000 to 240,000, and the police 

broadly in the plant following a meeting the previous 
Saturday of some 250 workers from American Appar-
el organized by Hermandad Mexicana Latinoameri-
cana. Some supervisors, most of whom are facing fir-
ing, attended the meeting. 

The fight against the firings has won support from 
U.S.-born workers as well as immigrants. “Now is the 
time to get motivated for the cause,” said R. Hender-
son, an African American who attended the Saturday 
meeting. “I saw so many coworkers there. They are 
hard-working people, not criminals. We are all work-
ers. That’s the point. We have the same problems.” 
Some Black workers in the fabric control and shipping 
departments also signed the petition. 

“I have papers,” said José Gómez, “but I support the 
others. How are they going to find work?” Some work-
ers with papers declined to sign. 

‘We’re defending our rights’
The petitions were delivered to Charney by Esther 

Hernández, a sewing machine operator who spoke at 
the rally. “We’re proud to be here because we’re de-
fending our rights,” she declared, as she presented the 
stack of petitions to Charney, who went on the march. 
“We’re asking for more time. We don’t want to be 
trampled on, we don’t want to lose our jobs,” she add-
ed to shouts of agreement from her coworkers. Juan 
Calmo, a sewing machine operator, also spoke. 

Isela Sánchez had been building the march all day 
in the plant. She has a letter from the company giving 
her 30 days to provide valid papers or be fired, with 
a deadline of August 6. “Immigration raids are a big 
problem,” she said. “But even bigger is the problem of 
them taking away our work for lack of documents. We 
can’t survive without work. We have a good boss. But 
the government isn’t letting us work. And the econo-
my is getting worse.” 

As they got off the job, workers crowded in front of 
the entrance to the plant, and assembled on the loading 
dock, urging their fellow workers to stay and march. 

The march was originally planned to stay on the 
sidewalk, but workers filled the streets chanting, “Sí se 
puede!” (Yes, we can) and “Obama, fulfill your prom-
ise!” The central focus of the march, which was called 
by the Southern California Immigration Coalition 
(SCIC), was to demand that President Barack Obama 
stop the rampant I-9 audits and E-Verify, which are 
leading to mass firings. 

I-9 audits are investigations conducted by ICE that 
review the legal status of workers and oblige em-
ployers to act on any “discrepancies.” E-verify is an 
Internet database bosses use to check a newly hired 
worker’s status with the federal government.  

“Other companies are doing the same thing,” said 
Manuel, a second shift sewer who had received a letter 
from the company. “We want them to stop the firings. 
That is the objective of the march.” 

“We need the government to legalize all workers. 
They say we’re criminals, but our crime is to be hun-
gry,” said sewing machine operator Erendira Valades.

On July 1 ICE notified 652 companies—nearly 50 
of them in Los Angeles—of plans to audit their em-
ployment records. 

Pedro, a meatpacking worker, also spoke at the ral-
ly. “The companies take advantage of undocumented 
workers to lower the wages and keep us quiet. I’m ac-
tive in the union at my plant. The only way for us to 
advance is to organize together. We need to move for-
ward with this fight, which is just beginning,” he said.

Other speakers included Marcelino Arteaga of 
the Overhill Farms Workers Council; Nativo López, 
president of Hermandad Mexicana Latinoamericana; 
Daniel Montes from the SCIC; and State Senator Gil-
bert Cedillo. 

Charney also spoke briefly toward the end of the 
rally. For years Charney has promoted a “Legalize 
LA” campaign for immigration reform, including giv-
ing T-shirts to immigrant rights organizations.

Nearly 300 people turned out August 1 for another 
rally sponsored by the SCIC. More than half of them 
were workers from American Apparel. “We won a 
round,” said Adan Hernández, commenting on the 30-
day extension won on the job. “We have to make the 
politicians realize that what they’re doing has conse-
quences for working people and they have to stop it.” 

Arlene Rubinstein contributed to this article.

force from 92,000 to 160,000, reported the Washing-
ton Post.  

U.S. commanders hope that a change in the “opera-
tional culture” of U.S. and NATO forces to using more 
counterinsurgency methods will deepen the divisions 
among the Taliban and other forces fighting against 
the imperialist-led forces, and weaken their influence 
over the population. This approach is being put to 
the test in Helmand Province where U.S. and British 
troops have been engaged in major military operations 
since June in anticipation of the August 20 presidential 
and provincial elections.  

Since McChrystal took command in Afghanistan 
the U.S. military has stopped releasing body counts 
of insurgents reportedly killed in operations. The 
death toll “distracts from the real objectives and 
isn’t necessary to communicate what we’re trying 
to achieve,” said Col. Greg Julian, a U.S. military 
spokesperson.  

U.S. military officials have often insisted that al-
most all the deaths caused by U.S. and NATO military 
operations are Islamist fighters, and have refused to 
take responsibility for the killing of civilians. This has 
long been a source of friction and opposition to foreign 
military presence in the population.

As part of the military buildup in Afghanistan, Span-
ish prime minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero said 
July 29 that his government was willing to increase 
Spanish troops if needed. Madrid, which currently has 
800 troops in Afghanistan, recently sent an additional 
force of 450. A smaller contingent of 130 Mongolian 
soldiers will arrive in Kabul in August for training 
of Afghan soldiers and other operations.  

Free the Cuban 5!
The article, How U.S. govern-

ment framed Cuban revolution-
ary: Facts of Cuba’s 1996 down-
ing of rightist planes, was not 
only very well done but urgently 

needed. It should be part of the 
truth kit that every defender of the 
Cuban 5 uses. 

It would be great if this article 
were available at the Web sites 
that are most used by people seek-
ing more information and updates 
on what they can do to join the de-
fense efforts.
Rachele Fruit 
Atlanta, Georgia

World capitalist crisis
The editorial in the August 3 

Militant states: “The only thing 
the employers can do to turn 
around their declining rates of 
profit is to lower the standard of 
living for working people.”

I was thinking that you could 

The U.S.-led imperialist war in Afghanistan is going 
into its ninth year this October. It is part of Washing-
ton’s multifront “long war” in Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
and Iraq. Working people should demand the immedi-
ate withdrawal of all U.S. and “coalition” forces—not 
one penny, not one person for Washington’s wars.

The growing crisis of world capitalism—now in the 
opening stages of a depression—is driving the proper-
tied families that run the U.S. government to acceler-
ate their war drive, as they try to get a leg up on their 
competitors abroad. Their goal—to set up stable allies 
in that region of the world to help them more effec-
tively exploit working people there—is proving to be 
a more difficult task in Afghanistan.

Though the U.S. rulers have made political and 
military progress in Iraq, they continue to face sub-
stantial obstacles towards their goal of a stable regime 
in Baghdad. That fact is sharply highlighted by the 
explosive character of the fight for Kurdish rights and 
self-determination in Iraq and the region. The Kurdish 
Regional Government, an autonomous administration 
in northern Iraq, has laid claims to land and oil depos-
its, which are disputed by the government in Baghdad. 

Gen. Raymond Odierno, the top U.S. commander in 
Iraq, said the conflict over Kurdish control of land and 
resources is “probably our No. 1 driver of instability.”  

The Obama administration has ordered some 21,000 
troops to Afghanistan during its less than seven months 
in power. The Pentagon says its goal is to have 68,000 
there by the end of the year—nearly double the level 
when former president George Bush left office. The 
total number of U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan 
combined are nearing the level they were at around 
the height of the “surge” in Iraq in 2007. Even still, top 
U.S. military and government officials are saying that 
further increases in troop levels will be needed. 

The U.S. government, its imperialist allies, and the 
media bombard working people daily with scenes of the 
suicide bombings and other dead-end tactics of armed 
Islamic groups. What working people in the region 
need most is time and political space to find effective 
methods of struggle and develop revolutionary lead-
ership. Getting imperialist troops out is the most im-
portant blow that can be struck toward that goal—one 
that is in the interests of working people in the United 
States and throughout the world. Troops out now!

add: but this won’t resolve the 
deepening capitalist economic 
crisis. . . .

Add to that the increase in the 
savings rate, stemming from the 
fear of poverty, and the increased 
difficulties of getting a consumer 
loan or a home loan—it all points 
in the same direction.
Jim Miller 
Seattle, Washington
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