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U.S. gov’t expands
role in Pakistan war

Speeds weapons for military offensive

euters/Nicolas Asfourti/Agency/Pool

Pakistani soldiers patrol area in Sherwangi region of South Waziristan October 29. U.S.
government stepped up delivery of weapons and equipment to Pakistani army following
Pakistani military assault against Taliban in country’s Swat Valley in the spring.

BY DOUG NELSON

The U.S. government is playing a
key role in Pakistan’s current large-
scale military offensive against a
major Taliban faction in west central
Pakistan. In recent months the admin-
istration of President Barack Obama
has stepped up delivery of weapons
and other materiel to the Pakistani
army for the assault, which began Oc-
tober 17.

“We’re really trying to accelerate
everything we can to help the Paki-
stani military,” Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton told Dawn, a Paki-
stani daily, just before Obama dis-
patched her on an October 28-30 trip
to Pakistan. Her visit was intended to
solidify the two government’s stra-
tegic alliance and pacify widespread

anti-U.S. sentiment in the country.
According to U.S and Pakistani of-
ficials cited by the New York Times,
Washington rushed delivery of arms
to Pakistan in the spring when the
Pakistani army launched an assault
against a Taliban group in the coun-
Continued on page 8

United Nations votes against
U.S. embargo on Cuba 187-3

BY BEN JOYCE

UNITED NATIONS—For the 18th
consecutive year, the United Nations
General Assembly passed a resolu-
tion October 28 calling for an end to
the U.S. economic and trade embargo
against Cuba.

For the first time every nation rep-
resented at the United Nations cast a
vote. A record 187 countries voted in
favor. The United States, Israel, and
Palau voted against. Representatives
of the Marshall Islands and the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia abstained.

Cuban foreign minister Bruno Ro-
driquez explained that while the admin-
istration of President Barack Obama has
made some token change, the “econom-
ic, commercial, and financial blockade
against Cuba . . . remains intact.”

Rodriguez reviewed more than a
half-dozen examples of how Cuba is
prevented from purchasing vital medi-
cal equipment and drugs, including
from foreign companies that have U.S.
subsidiaries. The U.S. government
sanctioned at least 56 countries, many
with heavy fines, in recent months, Ro-

driguez said. Nearly 2,000 vessels that
had called at Cuban ports between July
2008 and July 2009 were barred entry

at U.S. ports for six months.
Responding to the claim by some
that Cuba’s shortages result from the
Continued on page 5

Party-building
fund picks up
steam in week 6

BY JAMES HARRIS
The party-building fund for the So-
cialist Workers Party made big prog-
ress in week six and is on schedule.
In Philadelphia and Seattle support-
ers of the fund raised their pledges by
$500 and $800, respectively. That
brings the amount pledged to $95,200,
closing the gap that existed between
the amount pledged and the fund
goal. Around $12,000 was sent in this
week. This puts the amount collected
Continued on page 3
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Thousands

rally in Iran
for political
rights

BY CINDY JAQUITH

November 4—Thousands of young
people took to the streets in Iranian cities
today to voice their demands for more
democratic rights, despite a concerted
attempt by the government to intimidate
prospective marchers.

Protests by hundreds of thousands,
especially students, erupted several
months ago after the government an-
nounced that President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad had won the June 12 presi-
dential election. Many were arrested
and scores were killed.

Faced with a government crackdown,
government opponents have since taken
advantage of official celebrations to con-
tinue their protests against the election
results and for wider democratic rights.

November 4 is known as Students
Day. It is the anniversary of the killing
of student protesters in 1978 by the shah,
the U.S.-backed monarch overthrown
by a revolution of millions of working
people a year later. The date also com-
memorates the takeover of the U.S.
embassy in 1979 by students protesting
Washington’s attempts to undermine the
revolution they had just helped to make.

Government-organized rallies at the
site of the former U.S. embassy cel-
ebrate the anniversary annually. While
featuring anti-imperialist rhetoric, the
purpose of the yearly commemorations
is to bolster support for a government
that has become increasingly unpopu-

lar. According to the Los Angeles Times,
Continued on page 8
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Workers at
Ford reject
concession

contract

BY MAGGIE TROWE

DES MOINES, Iowa, November
2—The United Auto Workers (UAW)
announced today that its members
rejected a concessions contract by
a wide margin. Seventy percent of
production workers and 75 percent of
those in skilled trades voted no, ac-
cording to a UAW news release. It was
the first time in more than 30 years
that UAW members voted to reject a
contract with Ford. The last time was
in 1976.

As voting on the contract was wind-
ing down, Ford posted a third quarter
profit of $997 million.

The contract proposals were ar-
rived at through reopening the four-
year 2007 pact for the second time
this year by agreement of Ford man-
agement and union officials. The pro-
posals included a wage freeze for new
hires, a ban on strikes over wages and
benefits until 2015, job combinations,
and increased management flexibil-
ity to move workers around. Workers
would have received a $1,000 bonus
in March 2010.

At the plant in Claycomo, Missouri,
where the Escape SUV is produced,
92 percent of those voting rejected the
contract. At the Chicago Assembly
Plant, which makes the Taurus model,
75 percent voted no, and 80 percent
rejected it at the Chicago Stamping
Plant. At the Dearborn Truck Plant
in Michigan 93 percent voted no. The

Continued on page 3

Socialist election campaigns
win new ‘Militant’ readers

BY TOM BAUMANN

NEW YORK, November 4—This
issue of the Militant features a special
Spanish-language supplement with
the introduction by Socialist Workers
Party national secretary Jack Barnes
to the forthcoming Pathfinder book

Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and

the Road to Workers Power. Work-
ing out a plan in each area to take full
advantage of this supplement, while
continuing to use the English version,

will boost the final couple weeks of

the fall 2009 subscription drive.
Supporters of the Militant will want
to continue to get out to Ford auto plants
where union members this week voted
down a concession contract by a wide
margin. Workers at other auto plants
and workplaces will also be interested
in the Militant’s reports on the vote.
Through the seventh week of the
drive, local distributors are winning
steady numbers of subscribers to the

socialist press. What marked this
week’s sales was interest in the paper
by those first learning about the So-
cialist Workers Party’s election cam-

paigns.
Doug Nelson in New York reports
Continued on page 4
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Mary Lipman: SWP
cadre over five decades

BY ANDREA MORELL

SAN FRANCISCO—Some 50 peo-
ple celebrated the life and political con-
tributions of Mary Lipman in building
the Socialist Workers Party at an Octo-
ber 24 meeting held at the party’s head-
quarters here. Lipman died in Santa
Cruz, California, September 30.

Following a well-prepared dinner,
Lea Sherman, on behalf of the SWP
branch in San Francisco, welcomed
those attending. Paul Mailhot, a mem-
ber of the SWP National Committee,
chaired and gave extended remarks.

“In paying tribute to some 50 years
of Mary’s life spent participating in the
class struggle and building the Social-
ist Workers Party, we also pay tribute
to the party she joined in 1945 and then
rejoined in 1961,” Mailhot said.

In 1945, at age 21 Lipman joined a
party that “was deeply involved in the
class struggle,” Mailhot said. The party
had fought against the second imperial-
ist slaughter leading up to and during the
war. Its leaders were just getting out of
jail after being locked up for 18 months
because of the party’s principled stand
and its working-class activity. The party
and its members in the auto, steel, elec-
trical, and other unions were then part
of “the sweeping tide of labor revolt” in
the aftermath of World War II.

Later as revolutionary developments
in Western Europe and other parts of
the world were derailed by Stalinist par-
ties that supported Moscow’s accom-
modation to imperialism, and as U.S.
capitalism established its dominance
in the world coming out of the war, a
period of reaction set in, Mailhot said.
Most union leaders in this country suc-

cumbed to the relative economic pros-
perity and the McCarthyite witch hunt.
In the early 1950s, Lipman and her hus-
band Stanley, who had been in the SWP
since its founding in 1938, resigned.

Cuban Revolution

In 1961 Lipman rejoined the party, at-
tracted by the SWP’s work to defend the
Cuban Revolution and by its participa-
tion in the mass proletarian-led struggle
for Black civil rights.

Also speaking at the meeting, Jacob
Perasso, a member of the SWP Nation-
al Committee, described how Lipman
along with other party members helped
to recruit a layer of students, including
himself, to the Young Socialists at the
University of California Santa Cruz.
In 1998 the Young Socialists helped
organize a protest at the campus in
opposition to Proposition 227, which
sought to eliminate bilingual education
in California. And in 1999 they joined
with other student groups and academic
departments to organize a meeting on
campus to hear two youths from Cuba
who were touring the country.

Perasso said Lipman “kept up a
consistent propaganda campaign” in
Santa Cruz, selling the Militant and
Pathfinder literature. She regularly
invited young people to her home for
informal discussion and snacks. “We
browsed her library, and she never
hesitated to lend us any book that we
wanted to read unless she was reading
it,” Perasso added.

Mailhot said he first got to know Lip-
man in 1974 in Boston. That year rac-
ist forces began mobilizing against the
busing of Black students to all-white
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schools in the city. These mobilizations,
organized out of city hall by well-known
Democratic Party politicians, included
violent attacks on Black students and
other Blacks.

Boston busing fight

To get out the facts about this fight,
the Militant printed an expanded edition
to explain the issues and make clear that
the racists didn’t own the streets of Bos-
ton. Mailhot recalled the Boston SWP
branch ordered 4,500 copies of the Mili-
tant one week and fanned out across the
city to get the truth out about the racist
violence and the need to desegregate
Boston schools.

This exemplary propaganda cam-
paign helped lay the basis for the party’s
work with others to build the teach-ins,
picket lines, and demonstrations that
helped to turn back the racist assault
against busing.

Nan Bailey, a Socialist Workers Party

[

Mary Lipm-an, right, sells Militant at rally to support one-day strike by American Federation

Militant/Eric Simpson
Left to right: Betsey Stone, Paul Mailhot (speaking), and Jacob Perraso at October 24 meeting
to celebrate political contributions of Mary Lipman. Speakers pointed to her efforts over five
decades in building the Socialist Workers Party and helping recruit younger generations.

member who was a leader of that fight,
said in her message to the meeting, “We
played a role unparalleled by any other
organization calling itself socialist or
communist that was on the scene. We
participated in heated political debates
and we stood up to physical threats and
actions against us by political opponents
on the right and left.”

“That was the branch,” Mailhot said,
“that Mary Lipman was part of and
contributed to.”

Betsey Stone, a member of the San
Francisco branch, said that in recent
years Lipman continued to be politi-
cally active. She helped raise money for
national party fund drives, placed Path-
finder books in bookstores and libraries
in Santa Cruz, and participated in Mili-
tant Labor Forums.

A fund appeal to honor Lipman’s
party building efforts—a tradition of
the communist movement at such meet-
ings—raised more than $1,700.
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of State, County and Municipal Employees in Santa Cruz, California, April 14, 2005.
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Poem by Cuban Five prisoner

Through the window I see the rising sun
to light the green tinted windows,
in every direction people, with whom
I make an imaginary world, walk.

Below is a poem written by Antonio Guerrero,
one of the five Cuban revolutionaries held in U.S.
jails for 11 years now on frame-up charges includ-
ing “conspiracy” to spy.

Guerrero wrote the poem to supporters of the five
around the world while waiting for his resentencing
hearing October 13 in Miami. He had been serving
life plus 10 years. His sentence was reduced to 21
years and 10 months. Guerrero could be eligible
for parole in 7 years. Two others, Ramon Labafino
and Fernando Gonzalez, are scheduled to be resen-
tenced on December 8.

Known around the world as the Cuban Five, the 11
men were in the United States to collect informa- It is called Miami’s Down Town,
tion for the Cuban government about counter- a mass of steel, concrete, and glasses.
revolutionary groups based in South Florida that During the day an authentic ant’s nest.
have carried out armed attacks against Cuba with During the night a dangerous and empty place.
Washington’s complicity. The five were arrested by
the FBI in 1998, convicted in a 2001 frame-up trial,
and handed draconian sentences ranging from 15
years to a double-life term.

In 2008 a three-judge panel of a federal court up-
held their convictions but ruled that the sentences
of three of them were excessive.

The Royal Caribbean cruises,
the McDonald’s, the school, the banks,
the homeless rummaging through the trash,
the vendor under the umbrella
still there and again I look at them
from the “hole,” that is, “from my altitude.”

Antonio Guerrero, left, one of five Cuban revolutionaries
jailed in United States, with son Tony during prison visit.

Once again broken mattress without pillow.
Once again big noise in the hall.

Its each time highest buildings
are symbols of power and opulence:
banks with millionaire transactions,

houses with few tenants. Once again to change clothes once a week.

Once again tiny yellow pencil.
One again by a miracle a phone call.
Once again to walk without destiny.

In the cosmetic urbanization
there are parking lots for countless cars.

* and I do not know how to say it in verse Once again a cage to “recreate.”
From the hole but what captures more my attention
is to see that the public transportation This time even they don’t give coffee.
I basically is used by the black people. Once again dirty floor, cold shower . ..
Miami is before my eyes. I can’t sleep. Once again a “cop-out” to complain,
An obstinate verse bounces 11 and, of course, they don’t answer once again.

Once again “hole” and once again “poetry.”
g g poetry
Antonio Guerrero

Once again orange jumper.
Once again solitude between bricks.

between the luxury of a skyscraper
and the tragedy of a broken shower.

UAW workers reject contract

Socialist candidate speaks at N.Y. campus

Continued from front page
concessions package was approved at
the plants in Cleveland; Indianapolis;
Wayne, Michigan; and St. Paul, Min-
nesota.

The 41,000 UAW workers at Ford
had already accepted a round of con-
cessions earlier this year. At the urg-
ing of UAW leaders, union members
at Chrysler and General Motors, the
two other companies in the traditional
“big three” U.S automakers, had ac-
cepted deep concession contracts in
the spring as those companies headed
into bankruptcy proceedings.

UAW tops had pushed for conces-
sions to Ford as necessary to preserve
jobs and help keep the company com-
petitive with its two rivals. That argu-
ment became harder to sell after Ford
posted profits in the last quarter and
bragged about its improved financial
standing.

Lynnett Henderson, a 20-year elec-
trician at the Chicago plant, told the

Party-building.fund

TOTAL

SHOULD BE
*raised quota
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City Quota Paid ™ %

Seattle* $7,800 $7,404 95%
Miami* $3,300 $2,751 83%
San Francisco* $13,500 $11,196 83%
Twin Cities, MN  $6,600 $5,465 83%
Des Moines, IA  $2,400 $1,929 80%
New York $16,000 $12,178  76%|
Chicago $9,500 $6,972  73%
Washington, D.C.* $6,500 $4,640 71%
Boston* $3,200 $2,278 71%
Newark, NJ $3,000 $2,115 71%
Houston $2,700 $1,748 65%
Los Angeles $9,200 $5,712 62%
Atlanta $7500 $4,488 60%
Philadelphia* $4,000 $1,825 46%
Other $600

Militant, “We’ve already given up so
much that people are not in the mood
to give up any more. All that’s being
offered in exchange for the cutbacks
is a $1,000 bonus next spring.” She
transferred to the Chicago plant from
St. Louis when Ford closed its plant
there.

Henderson explained that when
Ford changed the work schedule for
production workers from five eight-
hour days to four 10-hour days with
Fridays off, the skilled trades workers
remained on the old five-day eight-
hour schedule. This, she said, meant
a cut of about $30,000 a year for each
worker, since work that used to be
done on Saturdays at time and a half
was now done on Fridays at straight
time. “This came on top of the freeze
in raises for all Ford workers,” she
added.

llona Gersh and John Hawkins from
Chicago contributed to this article.

NEW YORK, October 31—Dan Fein, Socialist Workers candidate for may-
or here, at far left, speaks to students at Borough of Manhattan Community
College. “We live under a dictatorship of the capitalist class,” Fein told
about a dozen students attending. “I'm for the working class, those who
create the wealth and are exploited by this system.”

Militant/Tom Baumann

—BEN JOYCE

Party fund marks big progress in week six

Continued from front page
at $71,301 or 75 percent of the fund
goal.

The party-building fund is needed
to help finance the work of the SWP as it
reaches out to working people, students,
and youth with a revolutionary perspec-
tive in face of the greatest economic
crisis that the vast majority of working
people have seen in their lifetime.

The SWP is funded by the contribu-
tions of workers, students, and young
people who support the party’s work
and wish to help strengthen its capac-
ity to respond to union struggles, fights
for abortion rights, defense of the Cuban
Revolution, and protests against the ex-
pansion of imperialist wars.

In Los Angeles supporters of the Mil-
itant reported that a young Black man

donated $5 to the fund after looking at
the introduction to the book printed as a
supplement in the socialist newsweekly.
“Here’s five more dollars for the cause,”
he said. “This book is really needed
now.”

Supporters of the fund are also rais-
ing contributions on the job by talking
to their coworkers.

Rebecca Williamson, who works at
the JBS Swift meatpacking plant in
Marshalltown, Iowa, writes, “So far,
I’'ve collected two contributions from
coworkers in my department, loin bon-
ing. One is $5 from a young Croatian
woman who’s been on the job about
four months working by me where we
debone the sirloin. The other of $7 is
from a Mexican coworker that I've
worked with many times blade boning

who’s also been a Militant subscriber
for a while.”

In the last two weeks of the drive sup-
porters in every area should emulate this
example and expand the number of new
contributors to the party-building fund.

—MILITANT
LABOR
FORUMS—

NEW YORK

Manhattan

The Fraud of Education Reform under Capi-
talism. Fri., Nov. 13, 8 p.m.

The Russian Revolution: Its Lessons for
Workers Today. Fri., Nov. 20, 8 p.m. Both events
at 307 W. 36 St., 10th floor (at 8th Ave.—use el-
evators on 37th St. side). Tel.: (212) 736-2540.
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U.S. gov’t expands use of
cops against immigrants

BY DOUG NELSON

The U.S. government is expanding
the use of local police and jails to round
up and deport undocumented immi-
grant workers. An expanding part of
the government’s multipronged attack
is a program, commonly referred to as
287(g), that grants local cops the au-
thority to act as immigration agents.

The federal government’s immigra-
tion agency spent $54.1 million in the
2009 fiscal year, an increase of $14.4
million from last year. The agency is
requesting $68.1 million for 2010.

A 1996 immigration bill established
the legal precedent for granting immi-
gration enforcement powers to police
officers. However, the first cop agen-
cies did not sign on until 2002, after
the attack on the World Trade Center
and Pentagon.

The program mushroomed as the
clouds of a brewing economic storm
became clearly visible in 2007. That
year the number of participating local
agencies grew from seven to 33; by
the end of 2008 there were 67. By Oc-
tober this year the total had reached
77.

However, the number of partici-
pating agencies is now in flux as the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) is working to secure agree-
ments with revised language purport-
edly to establish new “standards” and
federal “oversight.”

Sixty-seven cop agencies, as of Oc-
tober 28, had signed on under the new
agreement and six others are in nego-
tiations.

Hundreds of organizations, includ-
ingthe American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), NAACP, Episcopal Church,
and the Anti-Defamation League sent
a letter to President Barack Obama
in August demanding the immediate
termination of the program.

The ACLU Foundation of Geor-
gia released a report in October that
accuses police in Cobb County of
“rampant racial profiling” and “com-
mitting egregious Constitutional and

SWP campaigns win new ‘Militant’ readers

Continued from front page

that seven people subscribed in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, a largely Black and
working-class area of Brooklyn,
Sunday afternoon November 1 after
hearing Socialist Workers mayoral
candidate Dan Fein soapboxing with
a bullhorn. “One man who had been
listening to Fein while in a nearby
restaurant came out and said he liked
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human rights violations.”

Residents who appear to be foreign-
born, the report said, are “routinely
picked up by the police for minor or
non-existent violations.” Nearly 70
percent of those arrested last year
were stopped for traffic violations,
such as driving without a license or
insurance.

The report is critical of what it calls
“minor changes” made by the DHS in
July that make “no serious attempt at
discouraging racial profiling.” It de-
scribes the language in the new agree-
ments as basically cosmetic.

Most importantly the report points
out that the changes grant greater
police powers to execute search and
arrest warrants and “further shield
the program from public scrutiny by
declaring that documents related to
287(g) are no longer public records.”

Gov’t curbs Arizona county powers

The Maricopa County Sheriff’s
Office in Arizona is the most notori-
ous cop agency endowed with immi-
gration powers. Last year cops there
turned over to immigration authori-
ties more than 13,000 immigrants, 30
percent of the nationwide total, ac-
cording to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement figures.

County Sheriff Joseph Arpaio drew
nationwide attention and protests in
February after he paraded more than
200 Latino prisoners through the
streets of Phoenix in shackles and
prison stripes from the jailhouse to a
tent prison in the desert.

In a move that indicates the federal
government may view Arpaio’s sensa-
tional approach as counterproductive,
the DHS informed him in early Octo-
ber that it was revoking his agency’s
powers to arrest people off the street
on suspicion of immigration viola-
tions, restricting the county’s official
powers to checking the status of those
arrested on other charges.

About 45,000 of the 220,000 people
“identified” as “illegal” immigrants in

everything he had heard. He got a
subscription and made a $15 contri-
bution,” Nelson said.

The previous day, Fein spoke to a
political science class at the Borough
of Manhattan Community College.
One of the students got a subscription
to the paper and four others bought
single issues.

Four additional subscriptions were
sold in northern Manhattan as residents
met Tom Baumann, SWP candidate
for borough president there. A student
at Pace University in downtown Man-
hattan got a subscription after hear-
ing Maura Deluca, SWP candidate for
public advocate, speak on campus at a
debate against her opponents.

The Socialist Workers campaign in
Des Moines, lowa, has also been getting
a good response to the paper. Rebecca
Williamson, SWP candidate for Des
Moines City Council Ward 1, and David
Rosenfeld, the party’s candidate for city
council at-large, participated in three
local debates and campaigned in areas
where meatpacking workers live. Five
people bought subscriptions from cam-
paign supporters going door-to-door in
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orchard.”

lowa socialist at forum speaks out against cops
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DES MOINES, lowa—David Rosenfeld, Socialist Workers Party candidate
for Des Moines City Council at-large, addresses a candidates forum here Oc-
tober 30 sponsored by the African American Leadership Coalition. To a ques-
tion about the role of cops in the Black community, several of Rosenfeld’s
opponents said they had ridden in police cars, cited cops by name as friends
or relatives, and gave high marks to “community policing” programs.

“You can dress them up with ‘community policing” but working people,
especially Blacks and Latinos, know the daily abuse, contempt, and brutality
that the police deal out,” Rosenfeld said. “The Des Moines cops are cut out
of the same blue cloth as the cops that beat Rodney King or Larry Milton.”

In December 1991 Des Moines cops brutally beat Larry Milton, a Black
worker, sparking protests in the city.

“It is not a question of bad apples,”

After the forum several participants shook Rosenfeld’s hand and thanked
him for his remarks. “We need someone like you on the council,” said one.

Rebecca Williamson, Socialist Workers Party candidate for city council
in Ward 1, at far left, was the only other candidate to oppose the cops.
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Rosenfeld continued. “It’s a bad

—MAGGIE TROWE

U.S. jails and prisons last year were a
result of the 287(g) program; the ma-
jority were actually a result of a grow-
ing use of routine checks.

Six agencies have declined to con-
tinue the controversial 287(g) program.
Officials at the Houston Police Depart-
ment, one of those bowing out of 287(g),
have announced that their agency will
soon join the Department of Homeland
Security’s one-year-old “Secure Com-
munities” program.

This program provides cops
and prison officials with ac-
cess to a massive fingerprint

Sept. 12 -

check the immigration status and ar-
rest history of anyone in police cus-
tody, on probation, or on parole. A
database of everyone caught up in the
“criminal justice” system provides
one way for the government and cop
agencies to accomplish the same end
with less controversy.

The DHS intends to deploy the sys-
tem and procedures in all 30,000 local
jails and booking locations by 2013.

Nov. 17, 2009

database, allowing them to Week 7
Country Quota Sold %
UNITED STATES
Seattle** 100 93 93%
Chicago* 115 101 88%
Perry, Iovya, where a large Ty- New York 230 201 87%
son 1f)lant is locateq. Three rne}?t Newark, NJ* 80 67 84%
lj’g"s ﬁs’rs ,%Ot ISUbSC“p“OHS atthe f ryyin Cities, MN* 145 121 83%
S tp Eglt' ions in | Los Angeles* 105 83 79%
CIIME SUDSCTIPUIONS N N~ yyagpington, D.C. 100 79 79%
dustrial workplaces continues
. 41 . Atlanta 130 97 75%
to be a highlight of the drive.
Boston* 65 48 74%
In Los Angeles, a meat pack- :
. Des Moines, |A 110 80 73%
er in the Farmer John plant San Franci 150 100 679
subscribed, as did a garment an Francisco o°
worker in American Apparel, LET) ule CENCE o/"
bringing the total number of Houston 90 52 58%
. . i i O,
subscribers in both plants to | Philadelphia 75 40 53%
five and 11 respectively. Other 4
A large number of new sub- TOTAL 1605 1234 77%
scribers are students who lo- UNITED KINGDOM
cal distributors are meeting as London** 90 87 97%
they regularly sell the Militant Edinburgh 35 27  77%
on campus. Joe Young from |rtoTtAL 125 14 91%
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dents at Concordia University | ¢anada 100 63 63%
subscribed this week. Four New Zealand 65 43 66%
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are part of the City University
of New York system: three at
Hunter College and one at the
City College of New York.

Total
Should be

1975
2000

1525 76%
1556 78%
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Tokyo balks at keeping
U.S. base on Okinawa

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Tensions are rising between Wash-
ington and Tokyo over the presence of
U.S. troops on Japan’s southern island
of Okinawa.

The newly elected Japanese govern-
ment is considering whether it will
implement a previously signed agree-
ment with Washington relocating U.S.
forces on the island. The Obama ad-
ministration has warned that any re-
versal of this pact could have serious
consequences.

In 2006 Washington and the Japa-
nese government, then led by the Lib-
eral Democratic Party (LDP), signed
off on a deal to move U.S. military op-
erations from the Futenma Air Base,
located in a densely populated urban
area of Okinawa, to a rural coastal area
of the island. A new air base would be
constructed there by 2014. The deal,
which took more than a decade of ne-
gotiations, also calls for moving 8,000
U.S. Marines from Japan to Guam.

Vowing to make Tokyo’s alliance with
the United States a “more equal relation-

ship,” the Democratic Party of Japan
(DPJ) won control of the government in
August elections, ending more than 50
years of LDP rule. Japanese prime min-
ister Yukio Hatoyama has said he wants
the U.S. base moved off Okinawa com-
pletely. Two-thirds of the 48,000 U.S.
troops stationed in Japan are on Okina-
wa. Their presence is unpopular among
workers and farmers living there.

The DPJ “swept to power promis-
ing a wholesale cleanup of Japan’s post
World War II policies,” noted the Wall
Street Journal. This includes “beefing
up ties with its Asian neighbors” and
“reassess[ing] some aspects of Japan’s
bilateral relationship” with Washington.
In an effort to pressure Tokyo to abide
by the agreement, U.S. secretary of de-
fense Robert Gates visited Japan Octo-
ber 2021, meeting with government
leaders. “It is time to move on,” stated
Gates, warning that if the Japanese gov-
ernment pulls apart the troop “realign-
ment road map” it would be “immensely
complicated and counterproductive.”

Gates called on Tokyo to accept the
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U.S. Navy/Spectahst Ryan Delcore

U.S. Navy guard at Jungle Warfare Training Center, Camp Gonsalves, Okinawa. Two-thirds
of U.S. troops in Japan are stationed on Okinawa, where their presence is resented.

agreement before President Barack
Obama visits Japan November 12—-13.
Hatoyama responded that such a deci-
sion cannot be rushed.

“If the disagreement on security
continues for a long time then the al-
liance will loosen,” warned the Nikkei
Business Daily. “The Obama admin-
istration will start considering China

UN calls for ending U.S. embargo of Cuba

Continued from front page

failure of socialism, Rodriguez said,
“Thanks to our system, we have been
able to resist for 50 years. And we
have developed despite the blockade.
If they are convinced that our system
does not work, what do they need the
blockade for?”” He also pointed to the
refusal of the U.S. government to al-
low the sale of construction materi-
als to Cuba following the devastating
hurricane season last year.

Washington broke diplomatic rela-
tions with Havana in January 1961,
two years after the triumph of the
Cuban Revolution. In February 1962
U.S. president John F. Kennedy im-
posed a total trade embargo. It was
strengthened under the Clinton ad-
ministration with the Helms-Burton
Act, extending compliance with the
embargo to other countries.

Each year since 1992, the Cuban
delegation at the United Nations has
introduced a resolution calling for an
end to the embargo. That first year it
received 59 votes in favor. Delegates
voting against the resolution have
never totaled more than four.

Cuba’s long record of international-
ist foreign policy was reflected by the
comments of many delegates. “It is
remarkable that even as Cuba strug-
gles with a recent unfortunate string
of natural disasters and the impact of
a global economic crisis, it continues
to assist other nations in the develop-
ing world,” said Delano Bart, delegate
from Saint Kitts and Nevis, on behalf
of the Caribbean Community.

Bart pointed out that thousands of

Cuba and the
Coming
American

Revolution
by Jack Barnes
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students from the Caribbean have
studied at Cuban universities free of
charge, thousands in the Caribbean
have received free surgery and other
medical procedures in Cuba, and thou-
sands more have been treated by vol-
unteer Cuban doctors serving in some
of the most remote working-class com-
munities throughout the region.

Baso Sangqu, South Africa’s repre-
sentative to the United Nations, hailed
Cuba’s heroic internationalist record
in Africa. In addition to recognizing
Cuba’s “outstanding work” in the ar-
eas of health care and education in de-
veloping countries around the world,
he pointed to the important role Cuba
has played “in support of the struggle
for self-determination, freedom, and
justice around the world.”

“South Africa continues to recog-
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Eleanor Bumpurs didn’t want
to wind up like tens of thousands
of homeless people in New York
City—hungry, hounded, and help-
less. Bumpurs, a 67-year-old Black
woman, owed five months’ rent on
her Bronx apartment in a city hous-
ing project, but she was damned if the
city’s Housing Authority was going to
throw her out.

On October 29, Housing Author-
ity officials called in cops to help
them evict Bumpurs. Six cops broke
through Bumpurs’ apartment door.
The cops claimed Bumpurs attacked
them with a kitchen butcher knife.
“When they busted the door open,”
explained [her] daughter, “of course
she got terrified and picked up a
butcher knife. What would any old
woman have done?”

[A cop] pumped two shotgun blasts
into Bumpurs, and the cops evicted
her—dead.

nize Cuba’s contribution to our own
freedom and democracy,” he said,
pointing out that last year South Afri-
cans celebrated the 20th anniversary
of the battle of Cuito Cuanavale. That
battle was a critical blow to the apart-
heid regime’s invasion of Angola,
“which was a decisive turning point
in the struggle against apartheid and
opened the doors for the liberation of
South Africa.”

Several delegates, including those
from Nicaragua and Venezuela,
called on Washington to release the
Cuban Five. The five are prisoners in
the United States who were framed
up on “conspiracy” charges while
monitoring counterrevolutionary or-
ganizations based in Florida planning
violent attacks against Cuba.

as a reliable partner rather than its ally
Japan.”

In January Tokyo will end its eight-
year-old operation refueling warships
in the Indian Ocean for the U.S.-led
forces in Afghanistan. The Japanese
government is reviewing other op-
tions to help the war effort, “including
dispatching its self-defense forces” to
Afghanistan, reported the Wall Street
Journal.

Hatoyama has been promoting the
idea of establishing an East Asian
Community modeled after the Euro-
pean Union. It would include China
but not necessarily the United States.

Further irking Washington is a fact-
finding investigation the DPJ-led gov-
ernment has initiated into decades-old
secret agreements between Washing-
ton and Tokyo over storage or trans-
shipment of nuclear weapons in Japan.

“Under an understanding reached in
the early 1960s, Japan agreed to look
the other way when nuclear-armed
U.S. ships used Japanese ports,” noted
the Journal. “A 1969 agreement al-
lowed nuclear weapons to be stationed
in emergency cases in U.S. bases on
the island of Okinawa, after it was re-
turned to Japanese control in 1972.”

In his visit to Tokyo, Gates warned
government officials to not let this in-
vestigation get too far out of hand.
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On Nov. 5 the grand jury in Pearl
River County, Mississippi, adjourned
without even bothering to hear evi-
dence or call witnesses in the lynch-
ing of Mack Charles Parker last April.
This official endorsement of the
lynching and contemptuous flaunting
of national and international opinion
moved the U.S. Department of Justice
to announce that it would seek indict-
ments against the lynchers.

This federal announcement, how-
ever, is no more than a hypocritical
and empty gesture. It is designed not
to put any of Parker’s lynchers in jail,
for all and one agree that now no Mis-
sissippi jury will even indict them, let
alone convict.

Its sole aim is to cover up the com-
plicity of the federal government in
allowing the lynchers to get off scot
free and in heading off a demand for
the passage of a federal anti-lynch
law.
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After 18 long years the Supreme
Court, cloaked in the mantle of “im-
partial” justice, has finally discovered
the “Mooney Case.” The whole world
quivered with indignation over the bra-
zen frame-up. The international work-
ing class marched in the streets shouting
its protest. Every scrap of evidence used
to send Mooney to life-long incarcera-
tion was proved perjured, trumped-up
or deliberately false. Witnesses against
Mooney confessed that they had sold
their testimony for a few filthy dollars.

Having finally bestirred itself, the Su-
preme Court is not granting Mooney a
new trial. The sum total of its munifi-
cent decision is a summons to Warden
Holahan of San Quentin to show cause
why Mooney should be denied a writ of
habeas corpus.

The Supreme Court and every other
court respond to one thing only when
class war prisoners are involved. Action,
protest, and strike by the working class!
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Workers power and 1918-19 German revolution

Brider!
i Nic schies

Below is an excerpt from The Ger-
man Revolution and the Debate on So-
viet Power, one of Pathfinder’s Books
of the Month for November. On Nov. 9,
1918, a revolutionary upsurge in Ger-
many triumphed, overturning the Ger-
man Empire and forcing the kaiser to
take flight. In major industrial centers,
mass strikes and demonstrations broke
out. Joint workers’ and soldiers’ coun-
cils arose assuming de facto control
in many cities. Sharp struggles broke
out with the right-wing leaders of the
Social Democratic Party (SPD) seek-
ing to reconsolidate capitalist rule.
In December 1918, the Spartacists, a
revolutionary current in the SPD led by
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht,
began constituting itself as a separate
political party. The piece below is from
a pamphlet explaining the group’s pro-
gram. Copyright © 1986 by Pathfinder
Press. Reprinted by permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

BY ROSA LUXEMBURG

The World War has given society a
choice: either the continuation of capi-
talism, with new wars, and rapid decline
into chaos and anarchy; or the abolition
of capitalist exploitation.

With the end of the World War, the
system of bourgeois class rule has for-
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The German Revolution and
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A day-to-day account of the
1918-19 German revolution in the
words of its main leaders, including

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht. | e
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International in Lenin’s Time." DTS
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“Brothers, don’t shoot!” reads sign. Revolutlonary workers win support of soldlers at bar-

racks in Berlin, Nov. 9, 1918.

feited its right to existence. It is no lon-
ger capable of leading society out of the
frightful state of economic collapse that
the imperialist orgy left behind.

The means of production have been
destroyed on a gigantic scale and mil-
lions of producers slaughtered, the fin-
est and strongest sons of the working
class. Those who survived are greeted
on their return by the ghastly spectre
of poverty and unemployment, while
famine and disease threaten to cut off
the nation’s energy at its roots. National
bankruptcy brought on by the enormous
burden of war debts is inevitable.

There is no way out of the bloody
confusion, no way back from the yawn-
ing abyss, no help or salvation, except
through socialism. Only the proletarian
world revolution can bring order into
this chaos; provide work and bread for
all; put a halt to mutual destruction of
peoples; and bring peace, freedom, and
genuine culture to tortured humanity.
Down with the wage system!—that is
the slogan of the hour. Cooperative labor
shall replace wage labor and class domi-
nation. The tools of production must
cease to be the monopoly of a single
class; they must become the common
property of all. No more exploiters and
no more exploited! Regulate the produc-
tion and distribution of goods in the in-
terests of all. Abolish both the existing
mode of production, which is exploita-
tion and plunder, and the existing system
of trade, which is nothing but fraud.

—IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP

Where to find distributors of the Mili-
tant, New International, and a full dis-
play of Pathfinder books.
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Instead of employers and their wage
slaves: the free association of all work-
ers! Work shall be no one’s torment be-
cause it shall be everyone’s duty. A de-
cent, human existence for all who fulfill
their obligation to society. Henceforth,
hunger shall no longer be the curse of
those who work but the punishment for
those who do not.

Only a society such as this can eradi-
cate bondage and hatred among na-
tions. Only under a society such as this
will the earth no longer be desecrated
by killing. Only then will we be able to

say,
“That was the last war.”
[...]

Bringing the socialist system into
being is the most momentous task ever
inherited by any class or revolution in
world history. It will require totally re-
building the state and completely trans-
forming the economic and social foun-
dations of society.

This rebuilding and transformation
cannot be decreed by any agency, com-
mission, or parliament; it can be taken
in hand and carried out only by the peo-
ple themselves.

In all previous revolutions, a small
minority of the people led the revolu-
tionary struggle, set its goals, gave it di-
rection, and used the masses as a tool to
achieve its own interests, the interests
of a minority. The socialist revolution is
the first one to triumph in the interests
of the vast majority and the first one that
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can succeed only with the participation
of the great majority of the toilers.

Not only are the proletarian masses
called upon to act with clear under-
standing in defining the goals and giv-
ing leadership to the revolution, but they
must also bring about socialism, step by
step, by their own active intervention.

The essence of socialist society is
that the vast, laboring masses cease to
be ruled over and instead begin to ex-
perience every aspect of political and
economic life for themselves—to run it
and to acquire free and conscious con-
trol over their own destiny.

Therefore, from the highest state of-
fices to the smallest community, the
proletarian masses must replace the in-
herited institutions of class rule—fed-
eral councils, parliaments, town coun-
cils—with their own class institutions:
the workers’ and soldiers’ councils.
They must occupy every post, oversee
every function, and measure every re-
quirement of state by the standard of
their own class interests and the goals of
socialism. Furthermore, only constant,
living interaction between the popular
masses and their institutions, the coun-
cils, will enable them to imbue the gov-
ernment with the spirit of socialism.

By the same token, the economic
transformation can be accomplished
only if it is carried out by proletarian
mass action. Mere decrees for socializa-
tion handed down by the highest revolu-
tionary offices are in themselves empty
phrases. Only action by the working
class can turn words into reality. The
workers can gain control of produc-
tion and ultimately take over its man-
agement through intransigent hand-to-
hand struggle against capital in every
factory, through applying direct mass
pressure, through strikes, and through
creating their own, permanent, repre-
sentative institutions.

The working masses must learn
to transform themselves from life-
less automatons that capitalists insert
into the production process, into free,
thinking, self-activating adminis-
trators of that process. They have to
acquire the sense of responsibility of
functioning members of a community
who as a whole are the sole propri-
etors of all social wealth.
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Is banning ultrarightists
the way to combat them?

BY TONY HUNT

EDINBURGH, Scotland—What
is the most effective strategy to defeat
ultraright organizations like the British
National Party (BNP) and the English
Defence League (EDL)? Liberal bour-
geois voices and those on the left have
called for the British capitalist state and
its police forces to ban these outfits from
holding protests and that their spokes-
people be denied platforms to speak.
This is a dangerous trap.

The BNP opposes immigration to the
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United Kingdom in order to preserve
“British identity.” Its chairman, Nicho-
las Griffin, who in June was elected to
the European Parliament, appeared Oc-
tober 22 on the BBC flagship program
“Question Time.” Protests were held
outside the London studios of the BBC
and in other cities under the slogan, “No
plugs for Nazi Nick.”

The Guardian newspaper said that
Griffin’s appearance on the show
would “lend him a spurious legiti-
macy.” Labour government minister
Peter Hain opposed “giving racists
and fascists a platform, treating them

as equals with democrats.” Weyman
Bennett of Unite Against Fascism,
which organized the protests, at-
tacked the BBC for treating the BNP
as “a normal political party.” Former
London mayor Kenneth Livingstone
of the Labour Party condemned the
BBC for allowing the “far right” par-
ty to “enter the mainstream of politi-
cal life.”

On November 14 the Scottish De-
fence League (SDL), an offshoot of the
EDL, is planning a protest in Glasgow.
An umbrella grouping called Scot-
land United, which is supported by
the Scottish Trade Union Council, is
organizing a counterprotest that same
day. An October 16 letter from Scot-
land United calls “on the Leader of
Glasgow City Council and the Police
to ban the SDL/EDL action.”

The EDL held reactionary actions
earlier this year, including one of hun-
dreds in Manchester, England, October
10. The group says it is against “Radical
Islam”—a reference to right-wing politi-
cal organizations such as Islam4UK that
call for an Islamic state and the impo-
sition of sharia law. Claiming not to be
racist, the EDL has used slogans such as
“Black and White Unite.”

These incipient fascist forces will not

ultimately be defeated by putting trust in
any part of the British capitalist state.

Workings of capitalism

It is the national chauvinist, Britain
first, anti-immigrant politics peddled
by “mainstream” politicians of all the
capitalist parties that open up space
for the ultraright and their demagogy.

In an October 21 article calling
for greater control of immigration,

Iraqi Kurds seek new election laws for Kirkuk

BY CINDY JAQUITH

Sharp disagreements over how to
conduct the vote in Kirkuk, Iraq, has
placed a question mark over national
elections currently scheduled for Jan.
16, 2010, and over how soon U.S.
troops will be withdrawing from the
country.

Provincial elections held in the rest
of Iraq earlier this year never took
place in Kirkuk because of differenc-
es between Kurds, who make up the
majority of the population, and Arabs
and Turkmen, who are minorities in
the province, over who should control
the regional government.

The Kurds are a historically op-
pressed nationality in Iraq, Iran, Tur-
key, and Syria. Originally Kurds were
the majority in Kirkuk, which was
viewed as the capital of Iraqi Kurd-
istan. In the 1970s and ’80s under
the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein,
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more than 100,000 Kurds were driven
out of Kirkuk and replaced by Arabs.
Hussein’s “Arabization” plan also tar-
geted Turkmen and Christians in the
province.

Following the U.S.-led 1991 inva-
sion of Iraq, Washington and London
established a “no fly” zone over Iraqi
Kurdistan that allowed Kurds living
there to achieve a measure of auton-
omy.

After Saddam was overthrown
by the U.S. invasion of 2003, Kurds
seized the opportunity to establish a
Kurdish Regional Government (KRG)
in northeastern Iraq. It did not include
Kirkuk and some other Kurdish re-
gions pending further discussion. The
issue has never been resolved.

Many Kurds have returned to
Kirkuk Province, becoming the ma-
jority of the population again, and
have been fighting for control of its
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Opening Guns of World War Ili
Washington’s assault on Iraq

The murderous assault on Iraq in 1990-91 heralded increas-
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instability of international capitalism, and more wars.

“1945: When U.S. Troops Said ‘No!”” by Mary-Alice Waters
“Lessons from Iran-Iraq War” by Samad Sharif—$14

A Strategy to Fight Racist and Fascist Attacks

A discussion on strategy and tactics in the fight against fascist attacks on
the labor movement, drawing on the experiences of the Minneapolis Team-
sters movement of the 1930s. In mobilizing labor, farmers, students, and
others against assaults by racist and ultrarightist forces, says Dobbs, “the
main thing is to educate a growing army of antifascists. The issue at stake
for every fighter is: Are you going to be ready for the real thing when it

resources. Arab capitalist parties in
Iraq are opposed to ceding Kirkuk,
which has 13 percent of the country’s
oil reserves, to the KRG.

The January elections are now
thrown in doubt because the vari-
ous parties cannot agree on who can
vote in Kirkuk. Kurdish legislators
boycotted the October 29 session of
Iraq’s parliament, forcing those legis-
lators who did show up to postpone
a vote on a controversial election law
for lack of a quorum.

The United Nations has recom-
mended that voter registration re-
cords from 2009 be used in the vot-
ing in Kirkuk. The KRG backs this
proposal as the majority registered
now are Kurds. Arab parties have de-
manded that the 2004 voters’ list be
used, which would give them greater
weight in the outcome of the election.
There is also a proposal to hold sepa-
rate elections by nationality.

If the dispute is not settled in time
to hold the elections in January then
the timetable for withdrawal of U.S.
troops will also be affected. The cur-
rent timetable calls for removing
all U.S. combat troops from Iraq by
August 2010. Fifty thousand troops
would remain indefinitely.

The Rand Corporation, an impe-
rialist think tank, submitted a July
2009 report commissioned by Robert
Gates, U.S. defense secretary. Ac-
cording to a Rand news release, the
report concluded that “the greatest
threat to Iraqi stability and security
comes from a possible Kurd-Arab
armed conflict over contested areas,
which in turn could result in armed
intervention by Turkey.” Rand rec-
ommended that “U.S. forces depart
at a slower rate from the part of Iraq
where the Arab and Kurdish popula-
tions meet and where the danger of
clashes escalating to open conflict are
most serious.”

Militant/Alex Xezonakis
Hundreds rally against rightist English Defence League October 31 in Leeds, England. Counter-
mobilizations against the ultraright is what's needed today to prevent these forces from be-
coming emboldened and to defend foreign-born workers and others whom they target.

Labour Member of Parliament (MP)
Frank Field and Conservative MP
Nicholas Soames blame immigration
for “social strains” such as those on
housing. But it is not immigrants that
cause housing shortages—or rising
unemployment—but the workings
of capitalism and the policies of suc-
cessive capitalist governments. It was
Labour prime minister Gordon Brown
who coined the slogan “British jobs
for British workers” that became the
rallying cry of reactionary strikes ear-
lier this year, which were supported
by the BNP.

Campaigning to deny platforms
to the far right, making their “free
speech” a central issue, merely plays
into their hands. It allows them to por-
tray themselves as victims. And the
capitalist rulers ultimately use calls
to ban the rightists against workers’
organizations.

Fascist-like groups are not a “can-
cer” in British politics but an inevita-
ble product of the deepening capitalist
crisis and the politics of resentment
against a variety of targets stirred up
amongst middle class layers espe-
cially, but also among sections of the
working class. Whatever names they
give themselves these outfits will con-
tinue to be bred by capitalism in the
coming years. They will not go away
by denying them “legitimacy” or be
smashed by actions of small groups.

Nor are they simply an outgrowth
of the right-wing of capitalist politics
but a radical response to the market
system in decay and the resulting dev-
astation of different layers of society.
This is why their demagogy targets
the corruption of the “ruling elites,”
as the BNP puts it, and is laced with
anticapitalist demagogy.

Large disciplined countermobiliza-
tions against the ultraright are what
is essential today—not reliance on
our class enemies—to prevent these
forces from becoming emboldened
and to defend foreign-born workers
and others whom they target. It is the
Asian youth and others who have con-
fidently stood up to these racist thugs
who are the answer, not Westminster
or its cops. Through such actions the
forces will be assembled from which
a mass movement will be built—with
battalions of an increasingly multina-
tional labor movement at its core to
confront the fascists in the streets in
the years to come.
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— EDITORIAL

U.S. military out of Pakistan!

Washington is steadily stepping up military op-
erations in Pakistan, a theater of growing signifi-
cance in the government’s “war on terror.”

The U.S. government delivered weapons and other
military assistance to aid the Pakistani army in its as-
saults against a Taliban group in the country’s Swat
Valley last spring. It is currently providing aid to the
government offensive in the South Waziristan area
in west central Pakistan. U.S. aerial drone attacks
along the Afghan-Pakistan border have killed hun-
dreds of civilians over the past year. These drones
are also providing the Pakistani military with sur-
veillance footage to aid their current assault. Mean-
while, according to one U.S. official cited in the New
York Times, the number of U.S. special forces oper-
ating on Pakistani soil has reportedly doubled over
the past eight months, to 150.

Since September 2001 the Pentagon has sent the
Pakistan government nearly $1 billion a year to fi-
nance paramilitaries operating along the Afghani-
stan border. Congress earlier this year approved
another special fund to speed delivery of military
equipment to the Pakistani army, with $200 mil-
lion worth of such equipment on its way in the next
two to three months.

The Pentagon is planning to nearly double direct

military aid to [slamabad to $700 million next year,
U.S. officials say.

Those hardest hit by the Pakistani army assaults
are working people residing in the areas that have
become battlegrounds. The attacks in the Swat
area earlier this year displaced more than 2 mil-
lion people and led to the spread of disease and
starvation. In South Waziristan today, more than
200,000 residents have fled. The government has
given some displaced families a paltry $60 per
month stipend to live on while providing no camps
or shelter. Countless others haven’t been able to get
out of the line of fire.

The real target of the U.S.-backed Pakistani mili-
tary offensive is the same as Washington’s antiter-
ror war—working people. What the toilers need,
from Pakistan to Afghanistan to Iraq, is time and
political space to develop a leadership that can
chart a way forward against their local capitalist
rulers and foreign domination. That course would
be greatly aided by getting all imperialist troops
out of the region.

End all U.S. military aid and operations in Paki-
stan now! Withdraw U.S. special forces from Paki-
stan! U.S. and NATO troops out of Afghanistan
and Iraq now!

Hunter College workers win contract

BY TOM BAUMANN

NEW YORK—About two dozen students, pro-
fessors, and cafeteria workers at Hunter College
attended a UNITE HERE Local 100 reception Oc-
tober 29 to celebrate the union’s victory over AVI
Foodsystems, a new contractor in the school caf-
eteria.

Since the beginning of the semester, workers at
the cafeteria had been fighting for AVI to honor the
terms of the agreement with Sodexo, their previous
contractor. It included paid health-care benefits and
pensions. AVI refused.

On October 30 cafeteria workers ratified a new
three-year contract that maintains health-care ben-
efits for full-time workers and their families, gives
a $500 lump sum payment for this year, and a 43-
cent-an-hour raise for each of the next two years.

Workers will keep the pension funds earned un-
der Sodexo, but in the new contract AVI will put
money toward a union 401(k) retirement plan in-
stead of a pension.

Many actions took place leading up to the agree-

ment. On September 3 the workers organized a 15-
minute work stoppage during the lunch hour rush.
In response, AVI began to hire temporary workers
in fear of a strike.

On October 5 more than 100 students, faculty,
staff, and other supporters joined a spirited rally in
front of the college.

More than 1,000 students signed petitions sup-
porting the workers’ demands. Debbie Johnson,
cashier and member of the union negotiating com-
mittee, said her manager “turned beet red” when
she handed him the petitions.

She also reported that fewer people were pur-
chasing food at the cafeteria during the negotia-
tions.

The union had called for a boycott for October
29, but the company backed down before the action
could take place.

“It’s been a long road but we conquered. We
stood strong and united,” said Johnson at the re-
ception. She thanked the students and faculty for
their support.

Iran: Thousands rally for political rights

Continued from front page

tens of thousands joined the official rallies this year.
Many carried signs that said, “Down with USA” or
“Down with Israel.”

Opponents of the government who have been fight-
ing for more freedom of the press and assembly, for the
freedom of political prisoners, and for more rights for
women circulated calls for separate actions November
4 to focus on these demands.

Associated Press reported that at least 2,000 op-
position demonstrators gathered at Tehran University.
Several thousand more, according to CNN, attempted
to march toward the former U.S. embassy, but were
prevented by riot police.

Riot police and paramilitary forces dispersed dem-
onstrators in the capital using clubs and tear gas. There
were arrests and unconfirmed news reports that some
people had been shot.

The Los Angeles Times said, ‘“There were also cred-
ible reports and video footage of a sizable demon-
stration on the campus of the main university in the
northwestern city of Tabriz, the capital of Iran’s ethnic
Azeri region and historically a hotbed of political ac-
tivity.” Videos showed actions in Mashhad in eastern
Iran, and in Ahwaz, a city in the oil region, which has
a large Arab-Iranian population.

According to the London Guardian, thousands
marched in Shiraz in the south, and in Isfahan in cen-
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tral Iran, with smaller numbers in Rasht in northern
Iran.

The government had warned that any protest No-
vember 4 other than the official ones would be illegal.
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, the most powerful
political figure in Iran, declared that challenging the
results of the June elections was “the greatest crime.”
Deputy Police Chief Ahmadreza Radan threatened
that “those who intend to hold illegal gatherings as
well as those who encourage people . . . to stage gath-
erings will have to answer for their actions.”

The opposition struggle for democracy and more
political space has taken the form of backing the presi-
dential election campaign of Mir Hossein Mousavi, a
former prime minister of Iran who criticizes some of
the regime’s censorship and its restrictions on wom-
en’s rights. He speaks for a substantial layer of Iranian
capitalists who want an end to the imperialist-imposed
sanctions against Iran and better relations with Wash-
ington.

Demonstrators November 4 chanted, “Down with
the dictator” and “His leadership is over,” an appar-
ent reference to Khamenei. Other chants included,
“Obama, are you with us or against us?”” and “No east,
no west, a green government,” referring to the color of
the Mousavi election campaign. In a video from Teh-
ran, the Guardian reported, demonstrators chanted,
“A green Iran doesn’t need nuclear weapons.”

Pakistan assault

Continued from front page

try’s Swat Valley north of the current operation.
Responding to Islamabad’s stepped-up war against
the Taliban Movement of Pakistan, President
Obama expedited delivery of 10 Mi-17 Russian-
made transport helicopters requested by the Paki-
stani army.

The Pentagon has also rushed spare parts for Co-
bra helicopter gunships, infrared sensors for F-16
warplanes, hundreds of night vision goggles, day/
night scopes, radios, thousands of sets of body ar-
mor, and eavesdropping equipment for intercepting
cell phone calls.

A U.S. official told the Times that the number
of U.S. special forces in Pakistan training Paki-
stani army and paramilitary forces has doubled in
the last eight months to 150. Washington has also
stepped up its training of Pakistani officers in the
United States, according to the Times.

The Pakistani army’s current offensive in the
Mehsud tribal region of South Waziristan involves
some 30,000 troops. A tight cordon has trapped many
residents in the battlegrounds and blocked news ac-
counts of civilian casualties. More than 200,000 resi-
dents with means to escape have fled the area, but have
been provided no shelter by the government.

The army is reportedly advancing toward the
interior of the region with the goal of taking and
holding the area before winter sets in. While a
peace accord with Taliban factions immediately to
the west and north of the Mehsud battlegrounds ap-
pears intact, the army has been bombing, imposing
curfews, and expelling residents from tribal areas
further north where large number of Taliban are re-
portedly fleeing toward the Tora Bora mountains.

Outside the tribal areas, the Pakistani govern-
ment has responded to a stepped-up campaign of
terrorist bombings with a crackdown on “illegal”
Afghani, Uzbek, and Tajik immigrants throughout
the country.

Clinton’s three-day tour of Pakistan

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton wrapped up a
three-day tour in Pakistan October 30 where she par-
ticipated in meetings with top government, opposition
party, and military leaders as well as major capitalists.
She also took part in news conferences and photo ops,
including praying at the shrine of Muslim saint Bari
Shah Latif in the capital, Islamabad.

Clinton and other U.S. diplomatic representa-
tives met October 29 with Pakistan’s top general,
Ashfaq Kiyani, and Lt. Gen. Ahmad Pasha, head
of the Inter-Services Intelligence agency, the pow-
erful intelligence wing of the military. Among the
topics discussed, according to Pakistan’s Nation,
was intelligence sharing. Although not openly ad-
mitted by either side, U.S. aerial drones are report-
edly providing the army with surveillance to aid
its assault.

The Pakistani military representatives report-
edly stressed that U.S. drone strikes in Pakistan fo-
ment hostility toward Washington in the country.
Since the offensive began, Washington has con-
ducted two suspected drone attacks in Pakistan.
Both, however, were outside the area of the current
offensive.

The Pakistani generals also reiterated their long-
standing request for access to drone technology
and other state-of-the-art weaponry, which Wash-
ington has thus far declined to provide.

One major theme of Clinton’s trip was Washing-
ton’s desire for the governments of Pakistan and In-
dia to reduce longstanding tensions between them.

As Clinton arrived in Pakistan, the Indian gov-
ernment announced the withdrawal of 15,000
troops from Indian-held Kashmir. While on a visit
to the Indian Kashmir city of Srinagar October
28-29, Indian prime minister Monmohan Singh
promised increased economic development in the
Muslim-majority area, which remains under mar-
tial law imposed by a half million Indian soldiers.
His visit was met with a general strike.

The moves by the Indian government are under-
stood as confidence-building measures as the gov-
ernments of the two nuclear-armed nations move
toward a restart of negotiations, which were cut off
following the Islamist terrorist attack in Mumbai
last November.
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