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By joHn STuder
Separatist paramilitaries have re-

treated from more than 75 percent of 
the towns and villages they had seized 
in eastern Ukraine with backing from 
Moscow following mass mobiliza-
tions that overthrew President Viktor 
Yanukovych in February and marked 
a key turning point in defense of the 
country’s national sovereignty. 

Once in control of areas in the east, 
armed separatists simply sowed so-
cial chaos and appealed for Moscow’s 
intervention. In the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions, “armed separatists 
haven’t managed to take over the lo-

By SeTH GAlInSky
Negotiations between Tel Aviv and 

Hamas are continuing in Egypt as Is-
rael’s assault on the Gaza Strip winds 
down. Israeli soldiers completed their 
withdrawal from the strip Aug. 5, af-
ter destroying most of Hamas’ attack 
tunnels to Israel. Nearly 2,000 Gaza 

By joHn HAWkInS
METROPOLIS, Ill. — Workers at 

Honeywell’s uranium conversion fa-
cility here are preparing for another 
long fight with the multinational 
conglomerate if that is what it takes 
to win a new contract. At 11:45 p.m. 
Aug. 1, Honeywell locked out mem-
bers of Steelworkers Local 7-669 for 

the second time in four years.   
In June 2010 the company locked 

out 220 union workers. Local 7-669 
members won nationwide and inter-
national support for their fight and re-
turned to work 14 months later in Au-
gust 2011, after beating back most of 
the bosses’ concession demands. Not 

By BrIAn WIllIAMS
Military gains by the Islamic State 

of Iraq and Syria are devastating toil-
ers in large areas of these countries 
under their control. The growth of this 
reactionary organization is a result of 
the three-and-a-half-year-long civil 
war waged by the Bashar al-Assad re-
gime against workers and farmers in 
Syria and unintended consequences 
of U.S. foreign policy in the region. 

ISIS has seized control of about 
one-third of Iraqi territory in the pre-
dominantly Sunni Arab west. In June 
ISIS combatants captured Mosul, 

kurdish fighters 
hold off advance 
of ISIS in Iraq

By dAn FeIn 
And IlonA GerSH

FERGUSON, Mo. — Some 300 
people demonstrated here on the 
morning of Aug. 11 to protest the 
police killing of 18-year-old Michael 
Brown, who was gunned down two 
days earlier in this predominantly 

Black working-class suburb of St. 
Louis while on his way to his grand-
mother’s house.  

Protesters marched to the local 
Police Department demanding the 
identity of the cop be made public, 
and that he be charged with murder. 
Outside the station, cops from Fergu-
son and other jurisdictions were mo-
bilized in riot gear.  

“The cops act as judge, jury and 
executioner,” Zaki Baruti, of the Uni-

Continued on page 3Continued on page 5

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 6

Condemn IsraelI assault! 
Chart polItICal Course 
forward for toIlers of 

palestIne and Israel!
— editorial, p. 9

residents have been killed — more 
than 70 percent civilians, accord-
ing to the U.N. — and nearly 10,000 
wounded. Some 250,000 of the strip’s 
1.8 million people are displaced. 

An initial agreement has been 
reached that Hamas will hand over 
control of Gaza border crossings with 
Egypt and Israel to police of the Pal-
estinian Authority, which governs the 
West Bank, according to an Aug. 12 
report from Ma’an news agency. But 
the two sides are far apart on other is-
sues, and have still not agreed to an 
open-ended cease-fire. 

The Israeli assault, which began 
July 7, is Tel Aviv’s third war on Gaza 
since 2008 — and the most devastat-
ing — in retaliation for rocket launch-

By eMMA joHnSon
“I like the paper because it helps 

me see the world and I like the books 
because they tell the truth about his-
tory,” Kirenia Rodríguez told Edwin 
Fruit when he came to her house to re-

new her subscription in Kent, Wash-
ington, Aug. 10. 

Many Cubans in the U.S. “say that 
Fidel Castro sent troops to Angola to 
die for nothing,” said Rodríguez, who 
is originally from Cuba. “But I know 
that we helped liberate people there 
and these books help explain that,” 
she said, referring to four books on 
the Cuban Revolution and the fight to 
free the Cuban Five that she bought 
when she first signed up for a sub-

Courtesy United Steelworkers Local 7-669

Honeywell uranium plant workers in Metropolis, Illinois, reject union-busting contract July 31.

Continued on page 4

AP Photo/St. Louis Post-Dispatch/Laurie Skrivan

Thousands have joined protests against killing of Michael Brown, 18, by a Ferguson, Missouri, 
cop Aug. 9. Above, demonstrators gather in front of Ferguson police station Aug. 11.

DefenD Ukraine sovereignty! 
no to sanctions on rUssia!

cal government,” the Aug. 11 Politico 
magazine said. “Their reign is a par-
tial occupation, based on individual 
buildings their gunmen have seized 
and camped out in, and roadside 
checkpoints.”  

Over the past week paramilitary 
forces have fled from Yasynuvata, a 
central rail hub in Donetsk province, 
as well as Krasnyi Luch, Pervomaisk, 
Kalynove and Komyshuvakha in ad-
jacent Luhansk. 

Igor Strelkov, a Russian military 
intelligence officer who proclaimed 
himself defense minister of the so-

— see article, page 4
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Talks follow Gaza pullback
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es by Hamas and Islamic Jihad target-
ing civilian areas of Israel. Backed 
by Washington, Tel Aviv carried out 
more than 4,900 air sorties and mo-
bilized 82,000 reservists at the peak 
of the offensive. The U.S.-financed 
Iron Dome anti-missile system inter-
cepted 584 of the 3,460 rockets fired 
by Hamas. 

According to the Israel Defense 
Forces, 64 Israeli soldiers were killed. 
Three civilians, including a Bedouin 
Arab resident of Israel and an im-
migrant worker from Thailand, died 
from Hamas rockets and mortars. 

More than 30,000 workers in Gaza 
have lost their jobs at some 134 facto-
ries destroyed in the Israeli bombing 
raids, exacerbating high unemploy-
ment, which already stood at 50 percent. 
Without power to run treatment plants, 
untreated sewage was dumped directly 
into the Mediterranean Sea, contaminat-
ing fish and sickening fishermen. “The 
problem of pollution in the sea is worse 
than before the war,” Nizar Ayish, head 
of the Gaza fishermen’s 4,000-member 
union, told Ma’an. 

The price of eggs has doubled from 10 
shekels a box to 20 shekels ($5.75) and 
the price of potatoes and tomatoes have 
tripled. Nearly half of Gaza’s people are 
now dependent on food aid from the 
United Nations to survive. 

Gaza and the class struggle in Israel
Tel Aviv ended its 38-year occupation 

of Gaza in 2005. Over the last decade 
Israeli rulers — faced with continued 
resistance by Palestinians and insuffi-
cient Jewish immigration — had aban-
doned their goal of a “Greater Israel” 
stretching from the Jordan River to the 

Mediterranean Sea. Instead, they have 
sought ways to divide Palestinians and 
maintain a Jewish majority within cur-
rent boundaries. Nearly 21 percent of 
the citizens of Israel are Arabs, and it is 
not unusual for Jewish, Arab and immi-
grants to work side by side in the same 
factories, hospitals, and other workplac-
es; belong to the same unions; and go 
out on strike together. 

Three years before its withdrawal 
from Gaza, Tel Aviv began building 
its West Bank “separation barrier” — 
which twists and turns throughout the 
West Bank splitting some towns in two 
and cutting through farmlands — iso-
lating tens of thousands of Palestinians 
from each other. 

Amid growing dissatisfaction with 
Fatah over its bourgeois corruption, 
harassment and arrest of political op-
ponents, and collaboration with Israeli 
military forces, Hamas won elections 
in Gaza in 2006. Hamas painted itself 
as a more militant representative of the 
Palestinian struggle, swearing it would 
never recognize the existence of Israel. 
In June 2007 Hamas forced Fatah out of 
Gaza in bloody clashes. 

After Hamas took control, Tel Aviv 
stopped granting entry permits to thou-
sands of Gaza residents who worked in 
Israel and made it almost impossible for 
them to study abroad or to visit relatives 
inside Israel or the West Bank. 

Hamas has since become increas-
ingly isolated and has lost substantial 
aid from Arab bourgeois regimes in 
the region. Since the overthrow of 
the Muslim Brotherhood regime in 
Egypt last year, the Egyptian military 
has shut down 95 percent of the tun-
nels along the Egyptian border dug to 
bypass trade restrictions imposed by 

Tel Aviv. With its finances and base of 
support weakened, Hamas signed an 
agreement for a unity government in 
Gaza and the West Bank with Pales-
tinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas in April this year. But the 
agreement has been fraught with con-
flict and Tel Aviv has been pressing 
for its dissolution and replacement by 
Palestinian Authority rule.

“I recognize Israel,” Abbas said, after 
announcing the accord. He claimed that 
the new unity government would do the 
same, despite Hamas saying it would 
never recognize Israel. 

On July 8, a day after the Israeli as-
sault began, Hamas spokesman Sami 
Abu Zuhri declared on the group’s Al-
Aqsa TV: “The policy of people con-
fronting Israeli warplanes with their 
bare chests in order to protect their 
homes has proven effective against the 
occupation. … We in Hamas call upon 
our people to adopt this policy.” 

“We are fine, despite the 1,886 mar-
tyrs … despite the 10,000 wounded,” 
Hamas Political Bureau member Osa-
ma Hamdan said in an Aug. 9 speech 
in Rabat, Morocco, a few days after 
the Israeli withdrawal. “We are fine. 
Four hundred eighty-six of our chil-
dren were martyred in this battle, but 
Allah has blessed us with 4,500 ba-
bies in their places.” 

“In this war, we said that the enemy 
would not cross into Gaza, and indeed, it 
was defeated on the outskirts of Gaza,” 
said Hamdan. 

 “We lost in one instant all we had 
worked for 40 years to build,” laborer 
Fouad Harara, 55, told the New York 
Times in Gaza City. “The only thing we 
gained is destruction.” 

“I’m angry at the two sides,” Suhair 
al-Najjar, 32, told the Times. Najjar, 
who lost 30 relatives and her home in 
Khuza’a, a village on Gaza’s eastern 
border that was demolished in the fight-
ing, described Hamas as “shoes,” an in-
sult. 

“They should have accepted the cease-
fire,” teacher Hathem Mena, 55, told the 
Washington Post in Beit Lahiya, Gaza, 
near the border with Israel, referring 
to Hamas’ rejection of an Egyptian 
proposal soon after the Israeli assault 
began. “It would have stopped the 
bloodshed. … The destruction is over 
on this side not the Israeli side.”

Militant/Alyson Kennedy

Aug. 3 protest in Chicago, one of many around the world against Israeli assault on Gaza.
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Militant/Ilona Gersh

Renee Jones, left, and Whitney Stanley pick up Militant from Dan Fein at Aug. 11 NAACP rally 
in Ferguson, Missouri, protesting cop killing of 18-year-old Michael Brown two days earlier.

scription during the Militant’s spring 
drive. This time around Rodríguez 
picked up three more books in Span-
ish: Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and 
the Road to Workers Power and The 
Working Class and the Transforma-
tion of Learning by Jack Barnes and 
Is Socialist Revolution in the U.S. 
Possible? by Mary-Alice Waters. (See 
ad below for 11 books on special for 
subscribers.)

Supporters of the Militant are prepar-
ing for another drive to increase read-
ership of the paper and books on revo-
lutionary working-class politics. The 
seven-week campaign will begin Sept. 

6 and readers are encouraged to join the 
effort. 

In addition to selling door to door, 
supporters of the Militant have over the 
last week taken the paper to protests 
around the country against police kill-
ings and brutality, to workers engaged 
in union battles and demonstrations 
against Tel Aviv’s assault on Gaza.

Two workers on strike against Sloan 
Valve in Chicago signed up for the Mili-
tant when Alyson Kennedy and Leroy 
Watson visited the Steelworkers Local 
7999 picket line Aug. 9. The Militant of-
fers a 12-week subscription at half price 
for new readers to give them an oppor-
tunity to read and get acquainted with 

the paper. 
A team of supporters 

from Chicago and At-
lanta visited Metropolis, 
Illinois, Aug. 9-10 where 
members of United Steel-
workers Local 7-669 at 
the Honeywell uranium 
plant were locked out by 
the company Aug. 1. In 
addition to visiting the 
picket line, the team went 
door to door in the town 
of 6,500. 

“I can’t see any dif-
ference between Demo-
crats and Republicans. 
They are both against 
the workers,” said Dan-
iel Sullivan, a millwright 
and member of Carpen-
ters Local 640.

In addition to Sullivan 
four other workers took 

out introductory subscriptions, reported 
Dan Fein. One of them, a gas station 
clerk, asked, “Does the paper cover 
Obama’s attack on the middle class 
forcing us to do with less?” 

On Aug. 11, Fein and Ilona Gersh 
traveled from Chicago to St. Louis to 
take part in protests against the Aug. 
9 cop killing of 18-year-old Michael 
Brown. 

“At a morning rally three signed up 
for subscriptions and another eight 
bought copies of the paper,” Fein said. 
“We then went door to door and a con-
struction worker, originally from Mex-
ico, decided to go for the introductory 
offer. At an evening town hall meeting 
organized by the NAACP, we sold an-
other subscription and 12 single copies.” 

In Chicago, more than 3,000 people 
took part in an Aug. 10 march against 

the Israeli assault on Gaza, sponsored 
by a number of Palestinian and Muslim 
organizations. “We sold 17 copies of 
the paper,” Kennedy reported. “Some 
argued that it’s a lie that Hamas placed 
missiles in mosques and public schools 
and that the tunnels are only used to 
bring food and cooking oil into Gaza. 
Many were open to discussing how an 
end to the reoccurring conflicts based 
on agreements between the two sides 
that recognize Israel and a Palestinian 
state would lay the basis for a way for-
ward for the Palestinian struggle.” 

From Montreal Annette Kouri re-
ported that an Aug. 10 demonstration 
on the theme of Quebec-Gaza solidar-
ity called by a coalition that included 
most of the major union federations 
drew 3,000 participants. “Although we 
found no immediate agreement when 
we called for both recognition of Israel 
and a Palestinian state, two participants 
subscribed and 19 bought copies of the 
Militant, with an extra $11 in contribu-
tions,” she wrote. “We were able to have 
many discussions on the need to sup-
port these demands.” 

Visiting workers door to door and 
at protests against police brutality in 
Thomaston, Georgia, over the past few 
weeks, supporters from Atlanta have 
signed up five new readers and sold 
several dozen copies of the paper, re-
ported Susan LaMont Aug. 10. Protests 
demanding that police officer Phillip 
Tobin be fired broke out after Tobin 
used a Taser on 28-year-old Kelsey 
Rockemore June 11 and have continued 
since (see article on page 4). Tobin is 
named in dozens of complaints of cop 
misconduct and more than 400 people 
have signed a petition for his dismissal. 

Sign up friends, co-workers and rela-
tives. Bring the paper with you to picket 
lines, at social protests and political 
events. Join other Militant supporters 
selling door to door and as part of par-
ticipation in working-class resistance 
by contacting a distributor near you 
listed on page 8. For extra papers, 
contact the Militant at (212) 244-4899 
or themilitant@mac.com.

Militant/Dan Fein

“I see no difference between Democrats and Republicans. 
They are both against the workers,” said Daniel Sullivan, who 
signed up for subscription in Metropolis, Illinois, Aug. 9.
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Vigil marks 3rd anniversary 
of killing by cops in London

Continued from front page

BY ÖGMUNDUR JÓNSSON 
AND JAIE MILLER

LONDON — “Mark was executed in 
the streets by the Metropolitan Police. 
Someone should be held accountable,” 
Carole Duggan said as protesters gath-
ered Aug. 4 for a vigil to commemorate 
the third anniversary of the killing of 
her nephew Mark Duggan by police. 

Chanting “No Justice, no peace!” 
and “Who are the murderers? Police 
are the murderers!” more than 100 
marched from Broadwater Farm Estate 
— a working-class high-rise residential 
area where Duggan lived in Tottenham, 
north London — to the location where 
the 29-year-old was killed by two gun-
shots after police stopped a cab he was 
traveling in.  

Carole Duggan appealed for wit-
nesses to come forward and pointed to 
a recent report by coroner Keith Cutler 
criticizing “the perception of collusion” 
in police accounts given to an inquest 
he headed. Last January, that inquest 
concluded that Mark’s killing had been 
“lawful,” despite also confirming that 
he was unarmed — contrary to police 
lies. The family has launched a legal ap-
peal against the finding. “We want of-
ficer V53 to be stripped of his uniform,” 
Duggan said, “and to stand trial as a 
civilian charged with murder. … We’re 
here for all the families of those who 
have died at the hands of the police.”

Speakers included relatives of some 
of them: Marcia Rigg, sister of Sean 
Rigg; Kadisha Brown-Burrell, sister 
of Kingsley Burrell; Myrna Simpson, 
mother of Joy Gardner; and Janet Alder, 
sister of Christopher Alder.   

To big applause, Rigg hailed the mur-
der charges that were brought days ear-
lier against a police officer accused of 
killing Azelle Rodney, who was shot six 
times in 2005. The indictment is among 
a small handful of charges against cops 
in more than 1,400 cases of people who 
have died in custody or at the hands of 
the police since 1990.   

“I came because we all need to unite 
against injustice,” said Tahmina He-
mati, who came with her friend Temi 
Mwale, both of them members of Get 
Outta the Gang as well as being ac-
tive in the Justice for Mark Duggan 
campaign. “Ethnic minorities are espe-
cially affected by stop and search. Then 
there’s joint enterprise,” referring to 
charges based on being an “associate” 
of someone convicted of a crime, espe-
cially targeting working-class youth.   

“There are too many breaking points 

in the community. If you don’t speak, 
you don’t get justice,” said Syed Ashan 
Ali, a worker at mobile phone company 
O2, originally from Pakistan, who came 
straight from work with his co-worker.

“I knew Mark. He wasn’t the bogey-
man they created,” said creative arts 
teacher Jason Nwansi. “The way the 
media portrayed him, they dehuman-
ized him.”    

In another development, the Met-
ropolitan Police has admitted that its 
Special Demonstration Squad gathered 
“inappropriate” information on fami-
lies fighting the police over the deaths 
of their loved ones as it infiltrated politi-
cal groups involved in the campaigns.   

Thomaston, Ga., residents demand firing of officer

Militant/Dave Ferguson

THOMASTON, Ga. — More than 60 people packed the City Council cham-
bers here Aug. 5 to demand the council fire police officer Phillip Tobin, who 
has a long history of brutality, harassment and intimidation against working 
people. One after another, residents testified to the violence and indignities 
meted out by Tobin in this small city 65 miles south of Atlanta. “Until the civil 
rights of our community are upheld, we will be here,” Rhondalynn Traylor told 
the council. Traylor is president of the Thomaston Improvement Association, 
which was formed after Tobin used a Taser on Kelsey Rockemore, 28, at the 
Handy Mart convenience store June 11. Mayor Hays Arnold said neither he 
nor council members could comment on whether Tobin would be fired. The 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation is officially looking into complaints.  

— SUSAN LAMONT

versal African Peoples Organization 
said at the rally, organized by the Ad 
Hoc Committee for Justice on Behalf 
of Michael Brown.   

Demonstrations against the cop kill-
ing of Brown have spread nationwide 
and come on the heels of outrage over 
other recent incidents of political bru-
tality, such as New York cops’ July 17 
chokehold killing of Eric Garner in Stat-
en Island.   

Eyewitness and police accounts dif-
fer widely on what happened Aug. 9, 
but the basic facts are unambiguous: 
Brown, who is Black, was unarmed and 
attempting to flee when he was shot to 
death. An autopsy has confirmed he was 
shot multiple times. 

According to Dorian Johnson, who 
was walking with Brown, the two were 
accosted by an officer who almost 
hit them with his car. The cop choked 
Brown, tried to pull him into the car, 
threatened him with a gun and shot him 
once, which provoked the two to try to 
escape. Brown was shot once while try-
ing to run away and several more times 
after turning around with his hands 

up. His body remained in the street for 
hours after he was killed. 

According to a brief police account, 
an “encounter” with the two led to an as-
sault on the cop and a struggle over the 
officer’s gun, which resulted in the first 
shot being fired.

Demonstrators chanted, “No justice, 
no peace,” “Hands up, don’t shoot,” 
and “If we don’t get it, shut it down.” 
At the end of the march there was a 
standoff between protesters and police, 
who blocked the entrance to the police 
station. Several speakers talked about 
the need for a peaceful demonstration, 
which remained disciplined and without 
cop violence.  

The day after Brown was killed, thou-
sands filled the streets at the site of the 
killing for a vigil. Many carried hand-
made signs, The outpouring was met 
with hundreds of rifle-toting cops in riot 
gear with police dogs. Later in the day 
some residents took to rioting on West 
Florissant Avenue. Several businesses 
were destroyed or damaged and looted 
and several police cars damaged. Police 
arrested nearly three dozen people and 
dispersed crowds with tear gas and rub-

ber bullets. 
“Nobody could leave their house and 

feel safe,” said high school student Jes-
sica Williams about the riot. “We want 
the officer to be charged and go to jail.”  

“The police think they can get away 
with this,” said Tobias Court, a student 
in his 20s and neighborhood resident. 
“I’ve never been to any marches before, 
but I thought I should come out today 
because the police are getting out of 
hand,” said Court, who is Caucasian.   

“I came down to see if they really 
canceled the rally as they said on the 
news,” said Robert Hamilton. “I’m glad 
they didn’t because the world is watch-
ing what happens here now. How many 
times do police get arrested for shooting 
someone? Never. We need to get more 
people involved, especially the young 
ones. Some of them are going to be out 
on the street one way or another. It’s bet-
ter if they’re marching with us.”

After the march on Monday, par-
ticipants car-caravaned through the 
streets to the memorial where Brown 
was killed. Along the way, the caravan 
passed by the site of the looting where 
volunteers were cleaning up the damage 
and boarding up broken storefront win-
dows.  

“The cops were very aggressive at 
last night’s vigil,” said Carissa McGraw, 
26, a boutique manager and one of the 
cleanup volunteers. “I heard one cop tell 
another, referring to me, ‘If she moves, 
push her down.’ We were protesting the 
killing, but for some it turned into loot-
ing and greed. They said they were loot-
ing for Mike, but it’s pointless.” 

Monday night, the St. Louis County 
branch of the NAACP sponsored a town 
hall meeting attended by an overflow 
crowd of several hundred at a local 
church. 

“We need a thorough investigation 
by those who are in charge of protect-
ing and serving,” said NAACP National 
President Cornell Brooks.  

“I can confirm that the FBI is working 
closely with the St. Louis Police Depart-
ment to review the matter at this time,” 
Justice Department Special Agent Cher-
yl Mimura said at the meeting.

“You don’t do a dog like that,” 
Brown’s mother Lesley McSpadden told 
NewsOne Aug. 11. The police “didn’t let 
me identify him or anything,” she said. 
“It was some girl down there who had 
recorded the whole thing, took pictures, 
and she showed me a picture on her 
phone. … my son laying there like this 
for no apparent reason.”

Militant/ Ólöf Andra Proppé

Carole Duggan speaking at Aug. 4 vigil in London marking third anniversary of cop killing of 
her nephew Mark Duggan. “We want officer to stand trial charged with murder,” she said. 
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on the picket line

25, 50, and 75 years ago

Continued from front page

August 25, 1989
NEW YORK — Thousands of strik-

ing hospital and telephone workers were 
joined by Eastern Airlines strikers and 
a group of miners on strike against 
Pittston coal company in a militant 
march that stopped business as usual in 
lower Manhattan August 14.

The crowd — 10,000 strong — 
marched from City Hall down Broadway 
to a labor solidarity rally in Battery Park. 
The event was hosted by Local 1199 
Hospital and Health Care Employees 
Union and the Communications 
Workers of America. CWA members 
are on strike at Nynex and three other 
regional telephone companies.

The rally kicked off a three-day 
strike by 43,000 members of Local 
1199 against the League of Voluntary 
Hospitals in New York.

CWA and Local 1199 members 
marched with signs that said, “Fighting 
back for quality health care.” 

August 24, 1964
BOMBAY, India — A meeting was 

held under the auspices of Indo-Cuban 
Society at the hall of the Bombay Union 
of Journalists, on the eve of the July 26 
Revolution Day in Cuba.

The following resolution [excerpt] 
was unanimously adopted:

“This meeting of citizens of Bombay, 
held under the auspices of the Indo-
Cuban Society, sends its fraternal greet-
ing to the people of Cuba on the occa-
sion of their historic July 26 Revolution 
Day, and expresses its solidarity with 
them in their determination to defend 
their inherent right to shape their destiny 
according to their own genius and build 
a social order of their own choice, with-
out any outside interference.

“This meeting appeals to the various 
mass organizations and political par-
ties in India to mobilize public opinion 
in the country in defence of the gains of 
the Cuban revolution.”

August 25, 1939
Hitler Germany’s announcement 

Monday night that secret negotia-
tions with Stalin were culminating in a 
“non-aggression” pact between Hitler 
and Stalin came as a thunderbolt to the 
European chancelleries, the “Peoples 
Fronters,” the imperialist lackeys of 
the Second and Third Internationals 
— but it was no surprise to the Fourth 
International.

We predicted this publicly more than 
10 months ago!

“Trotsky predicts Stalin will now 
seek an understanding with Hitler” was 
the headline in the Socialist Appeal, 
October 8, 1938. Commenting on the 
Munich pact, Trotsky wrote then:

“The collapse of Czechoslovakia is 
the collapse of Stalin’s international 
policy of the last five years. Moscow’s 
idea of ‘an alliance of democracies’ for a 
struggle against fascism is a lifeless fic-
tion.”

Memphis unionists win jobs 
back, Kellogg ends lockout

ATLANTA — Locked-out union 
workers at Kellogg Company’s cereal 
plant in Memphis, Tennessee, won 
reinstatement when a federal judge 
ruled July 30 that the food-process-
ing giant had to end its nine-month 
lockout of members of the Bakery, 
Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and 
Grain Millers International Union 
Local 252G.   

The judge granted an injunction or-
dering Kellogg to end its lockout and 
reinstate all workers within five days. 
After the ruling, union members were 
told to call in and plan to return to 
work on Aug. 11.   

As workers were celebrating their 
victory and preparing to go back into 
the plant, an administrative law judge 
ruled that the company was within 
its rights to lock the union members 
out. “Kellogg was pleased” with that 
ruling, said company spokeswoman 
Kris Charles in an Aug. 7 statement. 
“Given the [judge’s] decision, we must 
reevaluate our prior plan to bring em-

ployees back to work next week.”  
A day later, however, the company 

reversed again and said that Local 
252G members could return to work 
“while the company continues to 
mull over a ruling in its favor handed 
down late Thursday,” according to the 
Memphis Commercial-Appeal Aug. 8.  

The lockout began in October 2013, 
after Local 252G members refused to 
accept Kellogg’s plan to hire tempo-
rary, part-time workers at $6 an hour 
less and with fewer benefits and rights 
than employees working under the 
BCTGM contract. The company has 
been operating the plant with replace-
ment workers since shortly after the 
lockout began.   

“It felt good when the judge’s rul-
ing came down July 31,” Jeannette 
McGraw, 58, who has worked at the 
plant since 2001, told the Militant 
Aug. 9 by phone from Memphis. “But 
with the administrative law judge’s 
ruling, we’re not sure what will hap-
pen.”  

“We’ve won the battle, but still 
haven’t won the war,” said Glen 
Mason, also by phone. He has worked 
at Kellogg’s Memphis plant for 38 
years.  

Local 252G’s determined fight has 
won support from working people in 
the Memphis area and beyond, in-
cluding other unions, civil rights or-
ganizations and community groups.

From the start of the lockout until 
the July 30 ruling, union members 
staffed a round-the-clock picket line 
at the plant.  

— Susan LaMont

SF concession workers celebrate 
victory after 5-year contract fight

SAN FRANCISCO — Members 
of UNITE HERE Local 2 held a 
celebration of about 75 people here 
Aug. 8 to mark their victory against 
Centerplate, a food-catering company 
servicing more than 300 stadiums 
and other venues in the U.S., Canada 
and the United Kingdom. Some 800 

concession workers at AT&T Park 
Stadium signed a contract that in-
cluded hard-fought wage gains and 
the right to transfer to other stadiums, 
while maintaining medical benefits. 

“It was a five-year struggle but as 
soon as we stood side by side as the 
union and told the community our 
stories we began to win,” Patricia 
Ramirez, a culinary worker, told the 
Militant. 

Workers’ wages had been frozen 
since 2009. During their fight for a 
contract they picketed games and car-
ried out strike actions.

— Carole Lesnick

Militant/John Benson

Unionists on picket line Nov. 14 after Kellogg locked them out three weeks earlier in Memphis, 
Tennessee. They kept picket line up 24/7 until court ordered their reinstatement July 30.

Union members at AT&T Park in San Francisco picket at stadium during one-day strike May 
25, 2013. After five-year wage freeze workers approved contract in July winning wage gains. 

Trade Unions 
in the Epoch of 

Imperialist Decay
by Leon Trotsky

“More food for 
thought (and 
action) than 
will be found 
in any book 
on the union 
question.” 
—Farrell 
Dobbs 

Includes: “Trade Unions:  
Their Past, Present and Future” 

by Karl Marx

PathfinderPress.com
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one union member crossed the picket 
line.

The one concession the union did 
not beat back was the company’s 
demand to contract out certain jobs. 
Honeywell has since done this for 
about 85 jobs at the facility.   

At a July 31 union meeting, the day 
before the lockout, members voted not 
to consider the company’s final offer 
and authorized a strike. About 120 of 
the 135 union members at the facility 
were present, Local 7-669 President 
Stephen Lech told the Militant.  

“The two biggest issues in these 
negotiations are contracting out and 
health care,” he said. “Honeywell is 
demanding the right to contract out 
all but 40 jobs at the plant. On top of 
that they want union members to pay 
$8,000 more than we currently do for 
medical care.  

“Honeywell also wants a six-year 
contract, a ban on distribution of 
union literature in the plant and at the 
plant gate, extension to two years of 
the time disciplinary actions can re-
main in personnel files, and lengthen-
ing of the probationary period for new 
employees,” said Lech. “Taken as a 
whole this is a union-busting contract 
proposal.”  

In September 2010, a hydrogen 
explosion rocked the plant after the 
company started up production with 
replacement workers during the lock-
out. A second release of hydrogen 
fluoride used in uranium enrichment 
took place on Dec. 22 that year.  

The union’s website prominently 
features a statement entitled, “We 
Won’t Let Honeywell Put Profits Be-
fore Worker Safety,” in which the last 
sentence reads, “We are the guardians 
of safety.”  

Negotiations are scheduled to re-
sume Aug. 18.   

Steelworkers
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Prison paintings on Cuban 5 
shown at Liverpool, UK event

Exhibit of paintings by 
Antonio Guerrero, 

one of the Cuban Five

I Will Die the 
Way I’ve Lived

Manchester, England
August 13-September 7
Exhibit hours: Mon.-Sat. 11AM-
6.30PM. Sun. 12-5:30PM. Nexus Art 
Cafe, 2 Dale St., M1 1JW. 

Separatist forces retreat in eastern Ukraine

By CAroLine BeLLAMy
LIVERPOOL, England — 

“These paintings bring to mind 
the prison where my daugh-
ters are,” Kevin Smith told the 
Militant at a meeting of 30 peo-
ple at the CASA bar and com-
munity center here Aug. 2 that 
showed Antonio Guerrero’s 
watercolor collection titled, “I 
Will Die the Way I’ve Lived.” 
(See “Who Are the Cuban 
Five?” on page 7.)

Smith’s daughters Maureen 
and Kelly are currently serv-
ing 23 and 22 years without 
parole on murder-related “joint 
enterprise” charges. The three-
century-old joint enterprise 
doctrine allows prosecution based on 
association or knowledge of a crime 
or someone convicted of one. 

Kevin Robinson, former chair of 
the Hillsborough Justice Campaign, 
brought a message of solidarity from 
the group, which fights to reveal the 
truth about the deaths of 96 Liverpool 
football fans crushed to death during 
an incident at a 1989 game as a result 
of how it was handled by police. 

“In all struggles you never lose 
your sense of humor,” Robinson, a 
dockworker sacked during the 1995-
98 strike, told the meeting. “It frus-
trates them when you keep bouncing 
back. It is justice or the lack of jus-
tice that links Hillsborough and the 
Cuban Five.” 

Tony Nelson, manager of the CASA 
bar and also a former dockworker, 
welcomed those who attended. The 
bar was established by sacked dock-
workers with union backing. 

“Three of the Five volunteered to 
fight in Angola,” pointed out Pete 
Clifford of the Communist League 
in Manchester, referring to Cuba’s 
internationalist volunteer combat 
mission that between 1975 and 1991 
fought against the invading armies 
of white-supremacist South Africa. 

“What hundreds of thousands of 
Cuban volunteers did there stuck in 
the throat of Washington. Antonio 
himself studied in Kiev. People 
there know what Cuba has done to 
treat thousands affected in the 1986 
Chernobyl nuclear explosion. This is 
what the Five are fighting to defend. 
Not only socialism in Cuba, but a so-
cialism that takes working-class soli-
darity elsewhere.”

“None of the Five are free until 
they are all free,” said the main speak-
er, Geoff Bottoms of the National 
Executive Committee of the Cuba 

‘End the deportations,’ say protesters in DC

Juntos

WASHINGTON — Some 2,000 opponents of government anti-immi-
grant policies from across the country marched to the White House Aug. 2 
to demand an end to deportations. 

Speaking is Pilar Molina from Norristown, Pennsylvania, who recounted 
her victory in winning the release of her husband Israel Resendiz on June 
19, after nearly five months of detention. He was arrested following his 
return from Mexico where he attended his father’s funeral. Supporters of 
Resendiz organized a vigil, took part in other actions, carried out a letter-
writing campaign and publicized a hunger strike by him, his brother and 
another inmate at the Pike County Correctional Facility. 

— GEORGE CHALMERS

Continued from front page
called Donetsk People’s Republic, 
declared a “state of siege” in Donetsk 
Aug. 4 and announced he was now the 
“military commandant.” 

Alexander Borodai, another Rus-
sian with ties to military intelligence 
who had proclaimed himself prime 
minister of the Donetsk People’s Re-
public, announced his resignation 
Aug. 7. 

As the separatists retreat the regime 
in Moscow continues to seek ways to 
destabilize Ukraine. On Aug. 12 a 
convoy of 280 trucks left a military 
base in Russia for Ukraine, carrying 
what Moscow said was 2,000 tons of 
“humanitarian” aid for residents in 
Luhansk who have been without elec-
tricity or water for more than a week 
as Ukrainian forces tightened their 
encirclement of the city. 

Ukrainian government spokes-
people have denounced Moscow’s 
move. “Russia’s cynicism knows no 
bounds,” Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk said Aug. 13. Moscow dis-
patches aid, he said, while they are 
responsible for people’s misery by 
supplying weapons and fighters to the 
separatists. 

Ukrainian officials have said the aid 
could be delivered if it’s inspected by 
Ukrainian border agents, transferred 
to control of the International Red 
Cross for delivery, and not handed 
over to paramilitary forces. 

“I’m happy to see them gone,” Ta-
mara Yarontseva told the Wall Street 
Journal Aug. 12, after separatists had 
been driven out of Siversk, one of 
many eastern cities liberated in recent 
weeks. 

Some residents there yelled at 
Ukrainian soldiers as they entered 

the town. But most welcomed them 
as they began restoring electricity and 
water supplies and removing mines 
left behind by fleeing paramilitaries, 
both soldiers and local workers told 
the Journal. 

As separatist paramilitaries have 
been fracturing and retreating, they 
have blamed Moscow for not invad-
ing Ukraine to aid them. But the gov-
ernment of President Vladimir Putin 
faces opposition to invasion among 
both a large section of the capitalist 
rulers and working class.

This opposition is augmented by 
the country’s growing economic cri-
sis and imperialist financial and trade 
sanctions. Oil and natural gas make 
up 68 percent of Russia’s total exports 
and account for more than half the 
government’s budget. Crude oil prices 
worldwide hit a nine-month low Aug. 
12. Food prices are rising. Some $75 
billion in capital has fled the Russian 
economy in the first six months of this 
year, more than in all of 2013. 

Moscow fears contagion
Moscow’s biggest fear is contagion 

at home from the mobilizations in 
Ukraine. Supporters of greater auton-
omy for Siberia called for an Aug. 17 
“march for federalization of Siberia” 
in Novosibirsk.  

BBC reported that in the face of 
government threats to shut down re-
porting about the march, online me-
dia sites were full of discussion of 
the protest, including people compar-
ing it to the Maidan mobilizations in 
Ukraine that brought down the pro-
Moscow regime. 

The government has banned the 
march. 

Opponents of Russian government 

interference in Ukraine called an an-
ti-war rally in Moscow Aug. 12. Au-
thorities banned that action as well, 
but dozens showed up nonetheless. 
Surrounded by cops and riot police, 
they marched through the streets and 
placed flowers and candles outside the 
Ukrainian Embassy. 

Ukraine economy weakens
Ukraine’s capitalist economy, un-

der pressure from Moscow, has dete-
riorated. 

Construction is down 9 percent; 
manufacturing, 5 percent; export, 
5 percent; and imports, 18 percent. 
Unemployment increased to 9.3 per-
cent in the first quarter of 2014. The 
International Monetary Fund and 
other foreign investors are demanding 
sharp reductions in state allocations 
for social services and imposition of 
higher taxes, especially those that fall 
hardest on working people, seeking to 
make the country more attractive for 
capital investment. 

To maximize profits, mine bosses 
continue to attack safety conditions on 
the job. Eighteen miners were injured 
and two are missing after a gas explo-
sion and fire hit the Skakhtoupravleni-
ye Pokrovskoye coal mine in Krasno-
armeisk in eastern Ukraine Aug. 12. 

Meanwhile, the Kiev government 
dropped a proposed law Aug. 14 that, 
on the pretext of “national security,” 
would have given the president the 
power to ban or restrict media cov-
erage, including on the Internet, and 
limit production or circulation of 
printed material. The National Union 
of Journalists in Ukraine and others 
had protested the law, saying it would 
restrict free speech and open the door 
to censorship. 

Militant/Ann Fiander

Paul Windle and daughter Anna set up paintings for 
exhibit of Antonio Guerrero’s watercolors at CASA bar 
and community center in Liverpool, England, Aug. 2.

Solidarity Campaign, which orga-
nized the event. “They put their faith 
in international solidarity and they 
continue to fight for their revolu-
tion. They are not broken men, they 
see how things are interlinked in the 
struggle for a better world. So we all 

need to get struggling, get fighting, 
and in the end we’ll all win.” 

Participants picked up nine copies 
of I Will Die the Way I’ve Lived, which 
includes reproductions of Guerrero’s 
paintings with descriptions and relat-
ed writings by him and his comrades.
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“I have to thank God for the time I 
shared with Ramón. It was an experi-
ence that left a deep impression on me.” 
Those were the words of Secundino 
Pérez as he talked to Militant reporter 
Róger Calero about getting to know 
Ramón Labañino when they were im-
prisoned together at the Miami Federal 
Detention Center (FDC) in 2009-10.  

Labañino is one of the five Cuban 
revolutionaries arrested and framed up 
by the U.S. government in 1998. Gerar-
do Hernández, Antonio Guerrero, and 
Labañino have now been locked up for 
16 years. René González and Fernando 
González are both back in Cuba after 
having completed their entire sentences. 
(See “Who Are the Cuban Five?” be-
low.)  

Labañino was transferred to the Mi-
ami FDC in September 2009 to await a 
resentencing hearing. A year earlier, an 
appeals court had overturned the sen-
tences for Labañino, Antonio Guerrero 
and Fernando González as exceeding 
federal guidelines. The U.S. authorities 
hoped to calm what a federal prosecutor 
called the “contentiousness” and “noise” 
of the international outcry against the 
draconian sentences imposed on each 
of the Five and the broad campaign for 
their release. Hernández, Labañino and 
Guerrero had all been given life without 
parole. At a December 2009 hearing, 
Labañino’s sentence on false charges of 
“conspiracy to gather and transmit to a 
foreign government information relat-
ing to national defense” was reduced 
from life to 30 years. 

The interview with Pérez took place 
in Havana in two parts. The first was 
March 1. At the time, Pérez, who is 
from western Cuba, was visiting Eliza-
beth Palmeiro, Labañino’s wife. She put 
him in contact with Militant reporters 
who were covering the annual Havana 
International Book Fair as well as Fer-
nando González’s return to Cuba. One 
of the books presented at the fair was 
Voices From Prison: The Cuban Five, 
published by Pathfinder Press, which in-
cludes an interview that Pérez gave Ed-

mundo García on Miami-based Radio 
Progreso. The interview printed below 
was completed July 20.

Translation from Spanish is by the 
Militant.

v

RógeR CaleRo: Secundino, tell us a 
little about yourself.

SeCundino PéRez: I grew up in Pinar 
del Río and graduated from medical 
school there in 1992. I left for the United 
States in 1999. My father was living in 
Miami and I wanted to reunite with my 
family. I was 31 years old.

From the outside you get a different 
idea of what the United States is like. 
Yes, it’s a developed country. But I was 
jarred not to find the human solidarity 
that exists here in Cuba.

I lived in the United States for 13 
years. During that time I got in trouble 
with the law. After I completed my sen-
tence in February 2012, I went to Mex-
ico, where I had legal resident status. I 
found work in Cancún and started over 
again. I’m working in a restaurant there.

CaleRo: How did you meet Ramón?
PéRez: I met him when I was trans-

ferred to the FDC in Miami — “Down-
town,” as they call it. That was Oct. 31, 
2009. He was in Unit F East, on the 10th 
floor.

When I arrived, the other Cubans 
said, “Hey, look — it’s a Cuban!” 
Ramón immediately came over to greet 
me. He asked, “Do you need anything?”

Afterward he told me that during my 
first days there I looked a little anxious 
and depressed. He approached me and 
said, “Take it easy. You’ll see that you’re 
going to be okay here. There are Cu-
bans here. I’m Ramón, one of the Five.” 
That’s how our friendship began.

CaleRo: Did you already know about 
the Five?

PéRez: Yes. They’d been arrested in 
1998, a year before I left Cuba for the 
United States. When I was in Miami, it 
was all over the radio and press, espe-
cially during the trial in 2000-2001.  

CaleRo: Did Ramón have the same 

attitude toward other prisoners that he 
showed toward you?

PéRez: He was the same with every-
one. It didn’t matter if you were from 
Honduras or from the U.S. or anywhere 
else. Ramón would help you in every 
way he could. He would treat you with 
respect. And he earned the respect of 
others. That’s the real Ramón.

Because of the big campaign carried 
out against the Five in the United States, 
you might develop a certain image of 
them — that they were dangerous spies 
or some kind of terrorists.

When you learn the truth, you find 
that it’s totally different. You tell your-
self, “Damn, the whole thing was a lie.”

What’s more, Ramón would show you 
the documents from the trial. He would 
say, “Look, don’t take my word for it. 
See for yourself. We were in the United 
States to defend the people of Cuba. We 
were trying to prevent attacks.”

Then you begin to realize who the 
Five really are.

CaleRo: How long were you in prison 
with him?

PéRez: For about six months. Ramón 
was resentenced in December 2009 and 
he was transferred out around June 2010. 
Before that, they moved me to the unit 
across from his, and we maintained con-
tact. Every unit had a door with a win-
dow that led to the common recreation 
area. So when one of us was in the gym, 
we could see each other through the 

window and greet each other through 
the crack under the door. 

I have to thank God for the time I 
shared with Ramón, because it was an 
experience that left a deep impression 
on me. He would help you with any-
thing. He would talk about any subject 
— about both Cuba and the U.S. And 
he’d never tell you, “This is how things 
are.” He’d give you facts to think about. 
He used to get newspapers and other lit-
erature and he’d share it with all of us.

Another thing — he would never ask 
why you were in prison, what you had 
done. Instead, he would help you be-
come a better person. All those things 
gave you confidence in Ramón.

He was approached by everyone. If 
someone was cooking a meal — we 
could cook meals in prison, using a 
microwave — they would say, “Hey, 
Cuba,” or “Come over here, Ramón.” 
They would make him feel welcome 
when he came to watch TV or play 
chess. He liked to play chess and played 
a lot with an African-American guy in 
the unit. People would invite him to play 
handball. They just liked to be around 
him.

CaleRo: Fernando González finally 
returned to Cuba after completing his 
sentence of more than 15 years. During 
a press conference at the airport, Fer-
nando said the U.S. immigration police 
who were deporting him didn’t take off 
his handcuffs until the plane touched 

down on Cuban soil. He 
said he didn’t feel free 
until that moment.

PéRez: It was outra-
geous, even cruel. They 
know the Five are not 
dangerous men. In my 
opinion, the U.S. author-
ities did that to punish 
him right up to the very 
last moment.

The Cuban people 
are delighted about Fer-
nando’s return. But we 
need to continue the 
campaign that will even-
tually bring all of them 
home. We need to show 
the people of the United 
States and the world 
who the Cuban Five re-
ally are.

Who are the Cuban Five?

Gerardo Hernández, Ramón Labañino, Antonio Guerrero, Fernando 
González and René González are Cuban revolutionaries who during the 
1990s accepted assignments from the Cuban government to gather information 
on the operations and plans of Cuban-American paramilitary groups based in 
southern Florida. These rightist outfits, organizing on U.S. soil with virtual im-
punity, have a long record of carrying out bombings, assassinations and other 
attacks, both against targets in Cuba and supporters of the Cuban Revolution 
in the United States, Puerto Rico and elsewhere. 

On Sept. 12, 1998, the Five were arrested by the FBI. They were framed up 
and convicted on a variety of charges, which included acting as unregistered 
agents of the Cuban government and possession of false identity documents. 
Without a shred of evidence, three were charged with “conspiracy to gather 
and transmit national defense information.” 

Hernández was also convicted of conspiracy to commit murder, on the pre-
text that he bore responsibility for the Cuban government’s 1996 shootdown of 
two Brothers to the Rescue planes that had invaded Cuban airspace in disre-
gard of Havana’s repeated warnings. He is serving two life terms plus 15 years. 
His wife Adriana Pérez is barred from entering the United States. 

René González returned to Cuba in May 2013 and Fernando González 
on Feb. 28 this year.

‘Need to show US, world who Cuban 5 really are’
Fellow prisoner: Ramón Labañino ‘earned respect and helped you become a better person’

Militant/Jonathan Silberman

Secundino Pérez, above, was in prison with Ramón Labañino, one of Cuban Five. “We need to 
continue the campaign to bring all Five home,” he said during recent interview with Militant.

Ramón Labañino, center, in McCreary, Ky., federal prison, 2009.
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Books of 
the month

To See the Dawn, one of Pathfind-
er’s Books of the Month, contains the 
proceedings of the First Congress of 
the Peoples of the East convened by 
the Communist International Sept. 1-7, 
1920, in Baku, Azerbaijan. Inspired by 
the October 1917 revolution in Russia, 
which opened a new stage in the eman-
cipation struggle of colonial peoples, 
2,000 delegates, representing toilers of 
Asia, participated in the congress. The 
excerpt is from a speech by U.S. del-
egate John Reed. The speech, not de-
livered due to a shortage of time, was 
appended to the proceedings. Reed — 
best known for his book Ten Days That 
Shook the World, a firsthand account 
of the Russian Revolution — was won 
to the genuinely Marxist course of the 
Bolshevik Party under the leadership 
of V.I. Lenin and became a founding 
leader of the communist movement in 
the U.S. Copyright © 1993 by Path-
finder Press. Reprinted by permission.

By John REEd
I represent here the revolutionary 

workers of one of the great imperialist 
powers, the United States of America, 
which exploits and oppresses the peo-
ples of the colonies.

You, the peoples of the East, the peo-
ples of Asia, have not yet experienced 

for yourselves the rule of America. You 
know and hate the British, French, and 
Italian imperialists, and probably you 
think that “free America” will govern 
better, will liberate the peoples of the 
colonies, will feed and defend them.

No. The workers and peasants of 
the Philippines, the peoples of Cen-
tral America and the islands of the 
Caribbean — they know what it 
means to live under the rule of “free 
America.” …

Today the American capitalists are 
addressing friendly words to the peo-
ples of the East, with a promise of aid 
and food. This applies especially to 
Armenia. Millions of dollars have been 
collected by the American millionaires 
in order to send bread to the starving 
Armenians. And many Armenians are 
now looking for help to Uncle Sam.

These same American capitalists in-
cite the American workers and farmers 
against each other. They starve and ex-
ploit the peoples of Cuba and the Phil-
ippines. Savagely they kill American 
Negroes and burn them alive. And in 
America itself, American workers are 
obliged to work under frightful condi-
tions, receiving low wages for a long 
workday. When they are exhausted 
and used up they are thrown out onto 
the street, where they die of hunger.

The very gentleman now in charge 

of bringing aid to the starving Ar-
menians, Mr. Cleveland Dodge, who 
writes emotional articles about how 
the Turks have driven the Armenians 
into the desert, is the owner of big cop-
per mines where thousands of Ameri-
can workers are exploited. When these 
workers dared to go on strike, the 
guards protecting Mr. Dodge’s mines 
drove them at bayonet point out into 
the desert — just as was done to the 
Armenians.

Many Armenians are grateful to 
America for its attitude to the Arme-
nians who suffered from the brutality 
of the Turks during the war. But what 
has America done for the Armenians 
apart from issuing hollow declara-
tions? Nothing. I was in Constantino-
ple at that time, in 1915, and I know 
that the missionaries refused to make 
any serious protest against the atroci-
ties, saying they had a lot of property 
in Turkey and so did not want to put 
pressure on the Turks. …

Together with the other capitalist na-
tions, united in the League of Nations, 
the American capitalists are afraid that 
the workers and peasants of Arme-
nia will follow the example of Soviet 
Russia and Soviet Azerbaijan — take 
power, take their country’s resources 
into their own hands, and work for 
themselves, making a united front with 

workers and peasants around the world 
against world imperialism. The Amer-
ican capitalists are afraid of a revolu-
tion in the East. … 

The American capitalists promise 
bread to Armenia. This is an old trick. 
They promise bread but never give it. 
Did Hungary get bread after the fall of 
the Soviet government? No. The Hun-
garian people are still starving today. 
Did the Baltic countries get bread? 
No. When the starving Estonians had 
nothing but potatoes, the American 
capitalists sent them ships laden with 
rotten potatoes that could not be sold 
at a profit in America. No, comrades, 
Uncle Sam never gives anybody some-
thing for nothing. He comes along with 
a sack stuffed with hay in one hand 
and a whip in the other. Anyone who 
accepts Uncle Sam’s promises at their 
face value will find that they must be 
paid for in sweat and blood.

American workers are demanding 
an ever larger share of the product of 
their labor. With a view to preventing 
revolution at home, the American capi-
talists are forced to seek out colonial 
peoples to exploit, peoples who will 
furnish sufficient profits to keep the 
American workers in obedience and so 
make them participants in the exploi-
tation of the Armenians. I represent 
thousands of revolutionary American 
workers who know this. They under-
stand that, acting together with the Ar-
menian workers and peasants, with the 
toiling masses around the world, they 
will overthrow capitalism. World capi-
talism will be destroyed, and all the 
peoples will be free.

We appreciate the need for solidar-
ity among all oppressed and toiling 
peoples, for unity of the revolutionary 
workers of all the countries of Europe 
and America under the leadership of 
the Russian Bolsheviks, in the Com-
munist International. And we say to 
you, peoples of the East: Do not be-
lieve the promises of the American 
capitalists!

There is only one road to freedom. 
Unite with the Russian workers and 
peasants who have overthrown their 
capitalists and whose Red Army has 
beaten the foreign imperialists! Fol-
low the red star of the Communist In-
ternational!

“We appreciate the need for solidarity among all oppressed and toiling peoples, for unity of the 
revolutionary workers of all the countries of Europe and America under the leadership of the 
Russian Bolsheviks,” wrote John Reed, U.S. delegate to First Congress of the Peoples of the East 
held in Baku, seated third from bottom right, holding outstretched hand of another participant.  
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Baku,1920 — First Congress of  
the Peoples of the East 
Inspired by the victory of the Rus-
sian Revolution, 2,000 delegates 
representing workers and peas-
ants of Asia met to address urgent 
questions from fighting imperialist 
exploitation to overcoming divisions 
and uniting in their class interests.  
$24. Special price: $18 
 
Letters From Prison  
by James P. Cannon 
$25. Special price: $18.75 

Fertile Ground:  
Che Guevara and Bolivia  
by Rodolfo Saldaña 
$12. Special price: $9  
 
Fighting Racism in  
World War II  
Week-by-week account of the 
fights against racism and discrimi-
nation in the U.S. 1939-45. 
$25. Special price: $18.75

The Spanish Revolution 
(1931-39)  
by Leon Trotsky 
$30. Special price: $22.50

¿Es posible una revolución 
socialista en Estados Unidos?  
(Is Socialist Revolution in the US Possible?) 
by Mary-Alice Waters 
$7. Special price: $5.25 

Join Pathfinder Readers Club 
for $10 and receive  

discounts all year long

Books  
of the Month

PATHFINDER 
READERS CLUB 

SPECIALS

August

25% 
dISCoUnt

Order Online at  
www.pathfinderpress.cOm

Offer gOOd until august 31

Where to find distributors of the 
Militant, New International, and a full 
display of Pathfinder books.

UnITEd STATES
CALIFoRnIA: Los Angeles: 4025 

S. Western Ave. Zip: 90062. Tel: (323) 
295-2600. E-mail: laswp@sbcglobal.net   
San Francisco: 5482 Mission St. Zip: 94112-
1015. Tel: (415) 584-2135. E-mail: swpsf 
@sbcglobal.net

FLoRIdA:  Miami: 7100 Biscayne Blvd., 
Suite 306A. Zip: 33138. Tel: (305) 757-8869. 
E-mail: swpmiami@att.net 

GEoRGIA:  Atlanta:  777 Cleveland Ave. 
SW Suite 103. Zip: 30315. Tel: (678) 528-7828. 
E-mail: swpatlanta@bellsouth.net 

ILLInoIS: Chicago: 2018 S. Ashland 
Ave. Zip: 60607. Tel: (312) 455-0111. E-mail: 
SWPChicago@fastmail.fm

IoWA: des Moines: 3707 Douglas Ave. 
Zip: 50310. Tel: (515) 707-1779. E-mail: 
swpdesmoines@fastmail.fm

MASSAChUSETTS: Boston: 13 
Bennington St., 2nd Floor, East Bos-
ton. Zip: 02128. Tel: (617) 569-9169.  
E-mail: swpboston@verizon.net

MInnESoTA: Minneapolis: 416 E. 
Hennepin Ave., Suite 214. Zip: 55414. Tel: (612) 
729-1205. E-mail: tcswp@qwestoffice.net

nEBRASKA, Lincoln: Tel: (402) 217-
4906. E-mail: swplincoln@windstream.net 
omaha: 3302 Q St. (Upstairs). Zip: 68107. 
Tel.: (402) 779-7697. E-mail: swpomaha@
fastmail.net

nEW yoRK, Manhattan: Tel: 646-
434-8117. E-mail: newyorkswp@gmail.com 
Brooklyn: E-mail: swpbrooklyn@gmail.com

PEnnSyLVAnIA: Philadelphia: 3701 
Pulaski Ave. Zip: 19140. Tel: (215) 225-
1270. E-mail: philaswp@verizon.net

TEXAS: houston: 4800 W. 34th St., 
Suite C-50L. Zip: 77092. Tel: (713) 476-
0733. E-mail: houstonswp@att.net

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 143 
Kennedy St. NW, Suite 15. Zip: 
20011. Tel: (202) 536-5080. E-mail: 
swp.washingtondc@verizon.net

WAShInGTon:  Seattle: 5418 Rainier 
Ave. South.  Zip: 98118-2439. Tel: (206) 323-
1755. E-mail: seattleswp@qwestoffice.net

AUSTRALIA
Sydney: 1st Flr, 3/281-287 Beamish 

St., Campsie, NSW 2194. Mailing  
address: P.O. Box 164, Campsie, NSW 2194. 
Tel: (02) 9718  9698. E-mail: cl_australia@
optusnet.com.au

CAnAdA
QUEBEC:  Montreal: 7107 St. Denis 

#204 H2S 2S5. Tel: (514) 272-5840. E-mail: 
cllc_can@bellnet.ca ALBERTA: Calgary: 
Mailbox 922. 1811 4th St. SW T2S 1W2. Tel: 
(403) 457-9044. E-mail: cllccalgary@gmail.
com

FRAnCE
Paris: P.O. 175, 23 rue Lecourbe. 

Postal code: 75015. Tel: (01) 40-10-28-37.  
E-mail: milpath.paris@laposte.net

nEW ZEALAnd
Auckland: 188a Onehunga Mall, 

Onehunga. Postal address: P.O. Box 3025, 
Auckland 1140. Tel: (09) 636-3231. E-mail: 
clauck@xtra.co.nz

UnITEd KInGdoM
EnGLAnd: London: First Floor, 120 

Bethnal Green Road (Entrance in Brick 
Lane). Postal code: E2 6DG. Tel: (020) 
7613-2466. E-mail: cllondon@fastmail.fm   
Manchester: Room 301, 3rd floor, Hilton House, 
26–28 Hilton St. Postal code: M1 2EH. Tel: (016) 
1478-2496. E-mail: clmanchr@gmail.com

if you like this paper, look us up 



Chart road foward for toilers of Palestine and Israel

The Militant   August 25, 2014            9

Editorial

Kurdish fighters hold off advance of al-Qaedist group in Iraq

Working people worldwide should join actions 
condemning Washington-backed Israeli assaults on 
Gaza and support the decades-long struggle of the 
Palestinian people, whose fight against national op-
pression has been shackled by the senseless cycle of 
Hamas terrorism and murderous retaliation of Tel 
Aviv’s armed forces. 

A new round of negotiations between the Israeli 
regime and representatives of the Palestinian Author-
ity and Hamas has begun. Under current conditions, 
a foundation for a way forward can only be built on 
an agreement that includes:
Ÿ Recognition of a Palestinian state, as it is today, 

as a stepping stone to fight for a single, viable geo-
graphical homeland for the Palestinian people.
Ÿ Recognition of Israel, as it is today, both a Jew-

ish and increasingly multinational secular state. This 
includes the right of return for the Jews, which will 
become increasingly relevant as the world crisis of 
capitalism kindles Jew hatred as a reactionary blud-
geon against fighting labor.

These are essential immediate demands work-
ing people should back today to break the cycle of 
wars and bloodshed. A course of struggle on this ba-
sis would boost the self-confidence of the Palestin-
ian masses and open the door to a renewal of their 
involvement as the motor force of the Palestinian 
struggle. It would open space to fight the balkaniza-
tion of Palestine, for jobs for the unemployed, for 
land and water rights and for Palestinians’ freedom 
to travel, including the right to cross the border into 

Israel to work. It would provide stronger footing for 
economic and social development in Gaza and the 
West Bank. And it would create political space for 
the class struggle and the advancement of working-
class solidarity in Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, as 
well as in Lebanon, Jordan and elsewhere across the 
Middle East.

Any course that does not bring an end to the re-
curring retaliatory conflicts will only perpetuate the 
useless sacrifice of Palestinian lives. It will only con-
tinue to drive Jewish working people in Israel to sup-
port Tel Aviv’s wars, suppressing class conscious-
ness and class-struggle activity in Israel. And it will 
maximize pressure on Palestinian toilers and their 
backers to remain silent about, or seek to rationalize, 
the deadly anti-working-class strategy of Hamas.

Hamas’ course has increased not only its own 
unpopularity, but the isolation of the Palestinian na-
tional struggle. For the first time, virtually no Arab 
government has felt enough pressure even to feign 
support for the Palestinian cause. And Hamas is be-
coming increasingly unpopular in Gaza, the West 
Bank and throughout the Middle East, as it violently 
suppresses political opposition to its rule and time 
and again hurls missiles and builds tunnels into Israel 
with full expectation that its actions will precipitate 
an Israeli military response whose only result will be 
death and destruction in Gaza. Its only “strategy” is 
to appeal to bourgeois public opinion at the cost of 
Palestinian lives and limbs taken by Israeli attacks, 
hoping to push Washington and other imperialist 

powers to withhold military aid from Tel Aviv and 
exert diplomatic pressure on it. 

Israel has existed for 66 years. Revolutionary-
minded working people have ceased some time ago 
being able to effectively set Israel apart from every 
other country on earth. The Palestinian and other 
Arab masses, too, will pay a big price for continuing 
to do so — and they recognize this fact more than 
ever before and are willing to act on it, if a leadership 
steps forth to lead the political fight.

A strategy that can advance the Palestinian cause 
and the interests of working people must also start 
with the class struggle and growing social contra-
dictions in Israel itself. It must reach out to and seek 
sympathy and support among workers and their al-
lies of Jewish, Arab, and other backgrounds in Israel 
and relate to new stirrings of working-class resis-
tance — from union battles and street mobilizations 
against government policies, to struggles of immi-
grant workers, fights against police brutality and 
other social protests. 

A Palestinian leadership championing and fighting 
for this overall course would attract the attention of 
working people across the Arab and Muslim world, 
have a powerful impact on workers in Israel, and win 
support among workers and farmers in the U.S. and 
other imperialist countries. It would inspire workers 
in struggle, from port truck drivers fighting to orga-
nize a union, to protesters against the cop killings of 
Eric Garner and Michael Brown and fast-food work-
ers fighting for a $15-an-hour minimum wage. 

Continued from front page
Iraq’s second largest city, as the Iraqi army disin-
tegrated.   

The Peshmerga, the army of the Kurdish Regional 
Government in northern Iraq,  responded by expand-
ing Kurdish-controlled territory by 30 percent, in-
cluding taking control of the oil-rich city of Kirkuk. 
Peshmerga, with some 200,000 men and women un-
der arms, is the most experienced and best organized 
military force in the country.  

Following the April 2003 overthrow of Iraqi Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein, the Kurds, an oppressed nation-
ality of some 30 million people, carved out an autono-
mous region in the northeast and have been advancing 
their fight for national rights in Turkey, Syria and Iran.  

The Kurds were denied a homeland by the post-
World War II carving up of the Middle East by the 
imperialist powers of Britain and France.

Kurdish officials in July requested that the Barack 
Obama administration provide ammunition, machine 
guns  and other equipment, but for weeks U.S. officials 
have said they are “assessing” the request.  

On Aug. 3, ISIS forces seized control of several 
towns in Kurdistan, including Sinjar. Tens of thou-
sands of members of the Kurdish-speaking Yazidi re-
ligious group who live there sought refuge on Mount 
Sinjar, as ISIS threatened to kill those who did not con-
vert to Sunni Islam.  

Peshmerga units were forced to retreat from bat-
tling ISIS in Sinjar after running out of ammunition.  

Four days later Obama announced airstrikes to “pro-
tect our American personnel” stationed at a consulate 
and joint military center operated with the Kurds in 
Erbil, the province’s capital city, along with airdrops 
of food and water to Yazidis stranded on the mountain.  

Kurdish fighters from Iraq, Syria and Turkey mobi-
lized to lead thousands of Yazidis into Syria and then 
to refugee camps in Iraq or Syria. 

The Peshmerga retook the towns of Mahmour and 
Gwer from ISIS Aug. 10. Among those joining the 
effort are civilian volunteers from throughout Iraqi 
Kurdistan. “We have guns, but we need heavy weap-
ons,” Abdul Aziz Ibrahim, 52, told the Washington 
Post as he joined the fight with an aged AK-47 bor-
rowed from a relative.  

Military dictatorships led by Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq and Hafez and Bashar al-Assad in Syria took 
power after a series of struggles overthrew colonial 
rule following World War II. 

Hussein’s power rested on a Sunni Arab ruling class 
and oppression of the Kurds and Shia Arab majority.  

The rise of both Assad and Hussein and their rival 
Baathist parties was facilitated by the Stalinist move-
ment,  which betrayed struggles of toilers to suit Mos-
cow’s diplomatic needs.

Unintended consequences for U.S. rulers
The U.S. war in Iraq that brought down the Hussein 

regime in 2003 led to a series of unintended conse-
quences for U.S. imperialism. 

It opened space for the Kurds to advance their fight 
for an independent homeland. 

At the same time Sunnis in Iraq were marginalized 
for the first time since the overthrow of colonial rule, 
as sectarian conflicts intensified under a government 
dominated by Shiite capitalist rulers, led since 2006 by 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.  

The fall of Hussein helped inspire the mass upris-
ings that overthrew U.S.-backed dictatorships in Tuni-
sia and Egypt in 2011, as well as in Libya.  

In March 2011, mass protests erupted across Syria 
for political rights and an end to Assad’s rule. Fac-
ing brutal repression, opposition forces took control 
of Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, and growing parts of 
the country. But Assad’s relentless war, based on air 
power and artillery the opposition has no means to 
counter, and carried out with backing from Moscow 
and Tehran, has taken a massive toll on rebel fighters 
and quelled popular rebellion. 

These developments created openings for anti-
working-class Islamist groups. ISIS — born out of 
factional divisions within al-Qaeda — has established 

control over most of Raqqa province in Syria, where 
about 1 million people live. This was accomplished by 
ISIS directing its fire not at Assad, but against anti-
Assad forces fighting the regime and at the Kurds.    

Assad’s troops are now preparing to lay siege to 
Aleppo. While the al-Qaedist forces and the Assad 
regime remain bitter rivals, ISIS units in the area have 
consciously aided the regime’s offensive.   

The Obama administration’s approach to the Assad 
regime’s targeting of civilians — 180,000 Syrians 
have been killed over the past two years and millions 
have been driven from their homes — has been to let 
it bleed. “The idea that we could provide some light 
arms or even more sophisticated arms to what was 
essentially an opposition made up of former doctors, 
farmers, pharmacists and so forth, and that they were 
going to be able to battle not only a well-armed state 
but also a well-armed state backed by Russia, backed 
by Iran, a battle-hardened Hezbollah, that was never 
in the cards,” Obama told the New York Times Aug. 8.   

The administration’s foreign policy has met increas-
ing criticism from figures in the U.S. ruling class, who 
are concerned that U.S. imperialist interests around 
the world require greater use of military intervention. 

In Syria, “the failure to help build up a credible 
fighting force of the people who were the origina-
tors of the protests against Assad — there were 
Islamists, there were secularists, there was every-
thing in the middle — the failure to do that left a 
big vacuum, which the jihadists have now filled,” 
Hillary Clinton, Obama’s former secretary of state, 
told the Atlantic Aug. 10, in her first public break 
with administration foreign policy.   

Reuters/Azad Lashkari

Kurdish Peshmerga fighters deploy to confront ISIS Aug. 8 in Khazer, 25 miles west of Erbil, capital of Iraqi Kurdistan.
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